






Hydrophobia.—James Williams, M. D., writes to
thePhiladelphia Inquirer an interesting letter on thetreatment of persons bitten by mad dogs. He him-
self was bitten, and was cured by themode prescribedin the following extract from his letter:

“ When any person is bitten, with a sharp knifecut away a small portion of the flesh surrounding the
wound, and cauterize the part freely with lunar caus-
tic, and repeat the application two or three days ;dress the wound each time with a little cerate or
fresh lard.
“ Take of the root of elecampane (cenula campana)one ounce and a half, cut it fine or bruise it, then

boil it in one pint of new milk down to a half pint;
give this quantity three mornings, fasting ; do not let
the patient eatanything until about 4 o’clock in the
afternoon ; let him be kept quiet, and, if possible,confident and cheerful. It is confidently asserted bythose who have used the elecampane and milk alone,that it will have the desired effect, if taken within 24hours after the accident.

“ I would suggest, sir, that some suitable person inevery rural district be provided with the propermeans for relief, to be ready for use at any time when
applied for. Such is my confidence in the above
mode of treatment that 1 would unhesitatingly pur-sueit to the exclusion of every other known or sup-
posed remedy whatever.”

To show the_ effects of early local application, Dr.Williams mentions that an English groom and a boy
were bitten at the same time, and by the same dog.
Everything was done for the boy that love or money
could suggest, but he died in the most horrible con-
vulsions. The groom was overlooked in the confu-
sion, and he, thinking lightly of the matter, merelywashed his wound with water and strong country or
home made soap, and entirelyrecovered, never expe-
riencing any ill effects from the bite.
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