





The Lords and the Franchise Bill. 457

the old system was swept away at a stroke, and the new Corporations
were left untrammelled to carry out the wishes of their constituents.
Such was the Bill as it entered the House of Lords; such was not the
Bill when it was sent back to the Commons. Unable to save the corrupt
old system en masse from extinction, they endeavoured to snatch as
many brands from the burning as they could. All the freemen were
restored to the burgess roll, all the old town clerks were made irre-
movable, all the existing aldermen were secured the possession of seats
in the new Town Councils for life, all the justices who sat on the
bench in their corporate capacity were secured fixity of tenure.
New aldermen were to be elected for life by the Town Councillors, to
form a kind of municipal life peerage in the heart of each corporation.
The right to nominate justices was taken away from the Councils, a
high property qualification was insisted on for Councillors, and Non-
conformist Councillors were excluded from any share in the exercise
of Corporation Church patronages. The appearance of the Bill as it
emerged from the Upper House created a storm of indignation through-
out the country. Ministers were implored to reject it outright, by
refusing even to consider the Lords’ amendments. This course was
strongly pressed upon the Government by Mr. Roebuck. Mr. O’Connell
was equally defiant of the Lords, but he thought the best method was
to make what concessions they could, and then dare the peers to throw
out the Bill. His advice was taken. The Ministers refused to assent
to the perpetuation of the town clerks and aldermen of the old system,
they refused to enact the Test Act in relation to Church patronage,
but they assented, with modifications, to the property qualification,
which lasted down to the last Parliament, to the continuance of the
freemen, to the loss of the right to nominate justices, and to the
institution of aldermen for a term of years. Thus the alderman
was saved from extinction by the House of Lords, which renewed
the lease of his existence, and enabled him to secure to this day in
Liverpool* and elsewhere, a Conservative majority in councils where,
but for his presence, power would have passed into the hands of the
Liberals. T

The House of Lords [says the same writer] has contributed but
little to the constructive legislation of the last half-century
With the exception of the three-cornered constituency it has hardly
created anything since the Reform Act of 1832 but the alderman.
The alderman may indeed be regarded as almost the solitary
monument of the legislative genius of the Upper House.}

No one can say that in this collision between the Houses the
House of Lords showed wisdom or statesmanship, or came out of
it with honour or dignity.

A statesmanlike and patriotic Legislature would have been
specially anxious to take every possible means to prevent and

* In November, 1883, Liverpool, for the first time, elected a Liberal magyor.
+ ¢ Fifty Years of the House of Lords,” p. 69 ¢/ seq.

+ Ihid. p. 68. —
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INDEPENDENT SECTION.

[ Under the above title a limited portion of the Wrstminster RuVIEW s occasionally

sct apart for the reception of able Articles, which, though harmonizing with the
general spirit and avms of the Review, may contain opinions at variance with
the particular ideas or measures it advocates. The object of the Editors, in
introducing this department, is to facilitate the expression of opinion by men
of high mental power and culture, who, while they are zealous friends of freedom
and progress, yet differ widely on special pownts of great practical concern
both from the Kditors and from each other.]
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ScientiFic TREATMENT oF CHOLERA.

. Diarrheed and Cholera : their Nature, Origin, and Treatment
through the agency of the Nervous System. By Joun
CuapmMAN, M.D., M.R.C.P., M.R.C.S. Second Edition,
enlarged. 8vo. London: 1866.

. Cases of Diarrheea and Cholera treated successfully through
the agency of the Nervous System, chiefly by means of
the Spinal Ice-bag. By JomN CHAPMAN. London: 1871.

. A System of Medicine. Edited by J. RUSSELL REYNOLDS,
M.D., F.R.S. London: 1870. Article on “Epidemic
Cholera,” by EDWARD GooDEVE, M.B.

. The Science and Practice of Medicine. By WILLIAM
ArrkiN, M.D. Sixth Edition. London: 1872. Article,
¢ Malignant Cholera.”

. A History of Asiatic Cholera. By C. MACNAMARA, F.C.U.
London : 1876. ,

. Further Reports by Surgeon-General Hunter on the Cholera
Epidemic in Egypt. Presented to both Houses of Parlia-
ment. London: 1883. e

. Bulletin de U Académie de Médecine.  No. 30, Séance du
Juillet 1884, et No. 35, Séance du 26 Aoflit 1884. Ze
Choléra de 1884—Toulon, Marseille. Par M. JULES
GUERIN.

. Cholera, and 4dts Bacillus. By RoBErr KocH, M.D. An
Address delivered before the Imperial German Board of
Health at Berlin. Translated from the Deutsche Medi-
cinische Wochenschrift for the British Medical Jowrnal,
Nos. 1235 and 1236. London : 1884.

N India, the so-called “ home ” and “source” of cholera, where

it is generally believed to be non-contagious, its presence
produces no panic ; the healthy relatives or friends of the sick
minister to their needs without fear of becoming infected ; the
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Scientific Treatment of Cholera. 473

physicians and nurses, on whom they are dependent for treat-
ment and care, have as little apprehension of danger, when
attending to them, as they feel when attending to other patients.
Victims of cholera are not isolated, but, on the contrary, it is
even customary to treat them in the same wards in which
sufferers from other diseases are treated, and without any evil
result. The clothes of such patients are not burnt, or even
fumigated ; all persons are free to go in, or go out, of cholera
districts without let or hindrance ; and the practice of disinfecting
passengers at railway stations and the establishment of cordons-
samitaires are alike unknown.

In Europe how widely different are the beliefs and conse-
quent customs which prevail! The doctrine that cholera is
contagious is everywhere held and taught authoritatively by
physicians, it suffuses the whole medical press, is generally
echoed by the lay press of every country, and is accepted with-
out question as an article of faith by all European peoples.
While the last great discovery of the proximate cause of
cholera—the comma-shaped microbe of Dr. Koch—is already
subsiding into the Lethe which, during the last fifty years, has
engulphed hundreds of parasitic fungi which had played a like
rdle, the hypothetical cholera contagiwm holds its own, and is
spoken of undoubtingly as a zymotic (fermentative) agent,
capable of multiplying “in a ratio at least as great” as that of
small-pox ; it is dogmatically affirmed to travel from one district
or from one country to another; to proceed, as a general rule,
along the lines of human intercourse and, especially, along the
courses of rivers; to be sometimes favoured by the wind, but
not infrequently to advance in opposition to it; and, most
certainly, to avail itself of ships in order to pass from one
country to another separated by sea. When cholera appears in
any town or village its inhabitants are seized with panic and
seek safety in the most precipitate flight; contact with victims
of the disease is especially dreaded as if fraught with the utmost
danger ; they are rigorously isolated from the healthy; their
clothes are burnt and, sometimes, also, even the things they
may have handled,® or the carriage in which they may have
been conveyed. Cordons-sanitaires, trangressors of which run
the risk of heing shot,i are often placed round the “infected ”

* In the letter of the Zimes’ correspondent published on the 12th ult., he
says : “A friend of mine who has just returned from Naples, told me that he
saw a fruit woman tumble off her seat in the Mercato, and as she was carried
away a bonfire of her chair, stand, and fruit was made on the spot.” Railway
carriages conveying passengers, who while in them were seized with cholera,
were this year burnt at Spezia.

t At Spezia, the soldiers were ordered to shoot any one attempting to pass
the cordon.—Z%mes, Sept. 10, 1884.
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536 Contemporary Literature.

the human face already described. In the temples of the'Sun, which
opened to the east,” the altar was surmounted by the golden disk of
the Sun, so placed as to reflect his first morning rays, and give a self-
produced effulgent image of the divinity in his holy of holiess The
nugeets of gold found in the mountain soil were the tears of the sun,
according to Peruvian folk-lore. Silver was equally sacred to the
Moon, the sister of the Sun, and she had a disk of silver in her adja-
cent temple. Japanese lacquer-artists to the present day represent
the moon by an inserted solid disk of polished silver. The Mexican
priests never cut their hair; wearing the hair long was a distinctive
sign of the favourites of the Sun, and was reserved in Peru for the
Inca, his family, and the most exalted nobles. Here, as in the golden
locks of Pheebus, the fancy portraits of Christ, the flowing hair of
Kephalos, and the long hair of Hercules and Samson, we have the
rays of the sun, which are shorn at its wintry downfall, but grow again
in spring. The glowing humming-bird was the divine messenger of
the Sun, and gave its name to, or took its name from, the summer sun.
The Aztec tongue called it ¢ sunbeam,” and “ Sun’s hair.” Like the
dove of the holy spirit,’ our swallow, the plover among the Latin
races, and the crow of the Red-skins, it was an emissary of the Sun,
coming with the return of the propitious season. Kventually the
humming-bird miraculously became incarnate in a pious widow, he

7 Even village houses generally looked eastward, so that their occupants might

_ salute the supreme god as soon as he arose. The Roman Christian priest says

mass facing the east, the congregation hearing it in a similar attitude ; and we have

had enough of late years in England of ritualistic wrangles about ‘‘the east-

ward position ;” those who object to the priest turning his back on the people

showing as complete an ignorance of the origin and significance of the practice as
their opponents.

8 See note 3, ante. The parallel with Japanese Shinto would be startling if it
were not a mere unit in the infinitude of such analogiesof Sun-worship still surviv-
ing all over the globe ; which owe their unconnected identity to the simple but all-
important fact that they everywhere grew up in human minds out of the reverence
for this one supreme and omnipresent god. In the penetralia of the Shinto temple
at Ise is preserved and worshipped the circular mirror which was brought down
from the Sun-goddess by her sublime grandson Hiko-ho no Ninigi no Miknto, first
divine sovereign of Japan, when he descended from heaven. These mirrors must
be considerably more recent in the history of the races which adopted them than
the discovery and working of metals ; they imply a progress in manufacture and
arts which should be measured by vast stretches of time. We find, for instance,
the rekindling of the sacred fire in Peru after the arrest of the sun in the winter
solstice, by means of a concave mirror, which brought the holy flames directly from
the Sun-god. It may be noted as another odd coincidence that in Mexico the
statue of Tezcatlipoca, or “ Shining-Mirror,” the Sun of the cold and sterile season,
held a crystal mirror in which all the actions of men were reflected. He was
dreaded as a stern god of judgment. In Japanese Buddhism there is the jo-hari
mirror in hell, which reflects, for those who have to gaze on it, the good and evil
deeds of life. !

9 Matt. iii. 16, 17 ; Mark i. 10, 11; Luke iii. 22 ; John i, 82, 33. Ernest de
Bunsen points out that the Samaritans had a brazen fiery dove. (The Holy Ghost
also descends in the form of tongues of fire, Acts ii, 3.) Iven in the Polynesian
islands a bird is the emblem of the spirit of God.

10 The wren superstitions among the Celtic peasantry are also worthy of note.
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