TARsCripy "_{’AI;’ED INVERVIEY WITH DR. DANXEL V. LRUMP:SWYS, CUSLING, OKLALOMA )
DECEIBER lO; 1900, OHIALULD BY R. PALMER LOWARD, M.D., PROFESS0R € HI3LORY G
MitpICIig, UiIVINSILY OF OKLALOMA SCLOUL OF MuDICIHE, OKLALOMA CIYY, OKLAHOMA:

Dr. ioverd : "uds is Decemver 10, 1966, and I have tie privilege of visiting

in Cusning with ouwe of the puysiciens in t.e stobe wao has practiced here Llonger

tian elnost anybody el 2; &t least, he has beew a poysiciaa for Lifty four years,

Dr. Deniel Vilsou Iijmpireys. low, Dr. Huapireys, wiere did you start in life?"

Dr. Humpnreys : "I was born in Parnell, lissouri, on lovenber 1st, 18069, and ny

Tather ves a doctor, and went to wedical scheol in Cincinnati, Chio. I had wy

primary education in Peraell and I sttended liaryville High School, Maryville,

Idsseurli. Arter leaving Laryville, Missouri, I vent to Broken Bow, Nebraska.

In the neantime, my family moved from laryville to Owasso, Oklahoma, and I came

to Owcsse in 1909".

Dr. Howard : How that wes, of course, before you venb to medical colleze -

Dr. Hauphreys : "Yes sir, that was the year I vent to medical college, in 1909,

gt Cincinceti, Obhio. I graduated from the Ielectic Medical School in 1913, on

the 12¢h day of May. Following that I took en iuteruship in the Seaton Hospital

one year in C 1nc1nnu51, Oiio, and one yeer in the Springlield City Hospitel,

Sprinsiield, Onlo .

Dr. Howara : "Was this a general inbternship - you did surgery as well as

nedicine?”

Dr. Hwiphreys : "It was a general internship. In those days very few interns

ever did eny surgery. JYou assisted in surgery and you made your own deliveries

and many things of a ninor nacure, but never did interns enter into major surgery,

only as essistents - that's the way it was”

Dr. Howard "Well tuen, 1n your intern dajS yeu really did learn to do surgery?

Dr. Fnrphress "hat's right".

Dr. Howard "end look after wounds -

Dr. Husphreys "Yes sir, gunshot wounds and stab wounds end compound Lrachtures

anc all tliose hin'

Dr. Heward yes, and then what €id you do after those two years of interning?"

Dr. Huapirey "Well, I vent back to the little town of Owasso -~ but First, pvefore

I went vack to Cwasso, I went to Clevelana, Ohio, to Dr. Criles' Clinic to tzke ny

physical exawination for the Army". I was exaunined by Dr. Sloan, his assistant.

Then I returned to my howe in Owasso, Oklehownz, and was called to active duty on

the second dey of Jemuary, 1918. I was sent to Fort Sill, Oklahoma, Schocl for

Aexr €0 OQObservers, as a medical officer asd was assigned to the 1L37th Aereo. Squadron

which wes & company of Airplane necnanics, the 34th, 35th, 36th and 37th Aerial

Squadrons. We leiftc Fort Sill on the 10th day of February, 1918, and arrived in

Mineola Fiold fo. 2 on Washington's Birtlday, February 22ad, 1918, and on the fifth
n they were naking an enbarxation of troops to be sent oversezcs and our

1¢drous of mechanlces were assigned to the Steawship Cedric. Ii was a

to the Celtic. Ve were loaded on lighters and taken down to Bush Sta-

ookilyn avout 3 o'clock in the afternoon and ferried on a scow with a tiy-

nd by the Statue of Libverty and up the Hudson River to Pler 55, &t 141cn

1v“°a froa the scow and loaded on the 3teausiip Cedric. Bveryoody va

°ccoupned Tor end that evening we had deck priviiezes and a great muiber of tne

men conzrezated on the back of the aft deck of the Cedric and they climbed the rig-

ginzy and sat down on the booms and sang wmany of the old Aray sonzs .. 'It's a Long,

Long Way to Tipperary', that was one of theu...but there's many songs like that,

and we sang until the curfev was sounded. Then we all retired and cn the norning

of thie 65 of March, 1918, s were all closed in. MNobody had opportunity to sec
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Interview-Dr. D. W. Huaphreys, Dec. 10, 1965

outside, and ve went dowa the Hudson River and took off into a raging sea. It was

a very high sterm, and it was quite cn experience for an old peor boy Lrom the short
grass country of Oklahowa to see & wave as big as a ship. Ve had this storm going
up the coast of Maine, and the first day out ve organized a ledical Corps and I was
the Quarantine Officer. In this quarautine wve had an isolated area which was later
known s the brig. It was in the bow of this ship on the Tirst lﬁndlng, and on the
second day we had muups, scarlet fever, diphtheria and meningitis".

Dr. Howard : "And this wvas long before the days of streptomycin and penicillin -
Dr. Huaphreys : "Yes, we guessed at it . We had nothing else to do, but we did
have sonie antistreptoccic vaccine or antitoxin, which was just in its infancy, and
dipntheria (antitoxin)was just in ibts infancy too. I had to administer this after
dark, after lights were out, and with this razing sea, and all the hatches were
closed and all the bulkheads were closed except to me, I being the Quarantine Of-
ficer, and I proceeded to administer this antitoxin to those men in the bow of the
ship, dovn in the hold. I came up to the hatch on the aft deck end it was so dark
I couldn't see ny hand in front of me...I just got oriented end walked streight
ahead until I come to the cabin and Tollowed the rail around to the cabin 'til I
carme to tie forecastle, and the forward deck was awash bub still there was a hold
that IgLuld enter that I knew was there, and I made wmy way towards that hold In
the meantime the ship became completely awash and it took me with it"

Dr. Howerd : "Oh, I was wounderinz what was goinz to happen"
- () O
Dr. husphreys :- Chat's what happened..that's exactly whaet happened. 1 was float-
prrey D L
ing with the sea right over the deck. My fool wvas on the deck bvut ny body was above
{85

It end 1 was vorried apout hitting Lne gangvay vnere there was Jjust a chain, but
when my fool hit against the gunvhale, well, that was a greal relief because I
could stop. When the bow of the ship cawme up and she cleared water I dogged it,
rands ond k“”cu, mntil T cane to this hatch and went dowmn, very vebt &nd very
frightencd"

Dr. Howerd "ves, and you still had your antitoxin -
Dr. Humphreys : “Absolutely, I had my antitoxin - I didn't lose it - so I admini-
stered the antitoxin, the diohtheria antitoxin, to two of the boys, and one swall
dose of streplococeic antiserum to the scarlet Tever, and the mumps boys just hed
to get along. The sea was rolling and the old ship was diving back and forth and
I sat down and began to realize what it meant to be an officer, a medical officer,
trying to serve his duty".

Dr. Howexrd : "yes, this was aboui your most drsmatic experience -
Dr. Huwlreys : "The mosl drawatic experience, because I had not seem light from

the tine I left the hold in the aft wntil I recelved convacs with the one on the

pori, wilehh I could raise the 1id and get in; and I got to thinking, that nobody

kpnew where I was, for I walked by every sentinel on that boat on the lee side of

thet cebin end they never kaew wio I was or where I was - they never sav me. I

coujd have beeun washed to sea and nobody knew where I was. I would have just been
missinz, and it was & serilous realizetion. But I lived over it. I case back the

sane way I came, only I timed myself. When just the bow started up I clinbed ocut

end took off and got to the front portion of the cabin and made my hauds fast so

it couvldén't wvash me awvay, and sot back ~ and was very glad to get back. It was

an erverience I¥d never had..”

Dr. Howard + "Well now, did you have nuch Qc,uual military experience yourselfl,

or were you at a vase hospital?"

Dr. humphreys : '"Well, I missed hospital experience, but I had just a few days

when I arrived at Fort 5ill on the &th day of January, end left on thellth of Jgnuary..n
Dr. Howard : 'Ies, but when you got to Europe - "

1"
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Interview-Dr. D. W. Huuphreys, Dec. 10, 1066

Dr. Muphreys : "Oh now, that's anobther arca. Vhen we cgot to Burope, you see,

ve vere sent to a small place down in scubhern ¥ngland Just a short distance from

'

Vs
hd )

dand, end about 40 niles from Nevmarket Racing Track".
Dr. Howard : " And where did you spend your time - in the old colleges of
Cembridgze, or Newu”rheu Racing Track, Dochr7"

erby beinz won b: insbhorough
Derby being by Ga rough"
Dr. Howard : ”To'“

day"

of Hzzrullah - -and Bold Ruler"
Dr. Huaphreys "Gainsborouzh won it - Gainsborouzh won it™.

the war was on'".

the collezes, Kings Colleze end the Canlridpe College and ©

and ve cidon'ts parcicularly care for it because ...ve veren't acvling too well as

41 l

alons fine"

Oklaioua, vnere vy femily lived™

Dr. Howard : "Oh yes, was your father practicing theve?”

Dr. Huphreys : "Yes, he was™.

Dr. Ioward : "He was a puysician, too -"

Lr. huuphreys : "Iiy father graduated LlOd the Eclectic Medical College in 1883

Ll
X gro“ t in 1913, t h-rty yeoxrs later

howalu : ¢ "Yes, that's Wonqeriul....your grandfather vasn'

-

becare & doctor™.
Dr. Howvard ¢ "You nmean he practised

I S ————

Dr. Humphreys : 'Well, we could get to ilewviarket and we could geb to Cambridge,
but the races were only on at a certain time. I have the pictures of the Inglish

Dr. Howard ¢ "Well, there were sone interesting times in Euzland even thoush

American offTicers ... we just thousht we'd declare ours elveu Ifree..because it vas
a fres Aserica end we vwere wider the domination of the Bnglishi whieh we didn't WlLl—
ingly le;, bus never goou disagreeable about 1L, see, but after a while we all got

ta Doctor, thou;;h?
Dr. lwaphreys : by grandfather veas & 'greuny doctor'. My grandfather and my four
uncles walized ofY the front porch of their hcue in St. Charles, Ohio, and Joined
the CGhiio Volunteers. Iy grandfather was placed as a nedical orderly in the Army
end he was part or tie Datble of the Wilderuess. In the Battle of the Wilderaes

f Southampton. Then ve were dbroken up inbo groups and sent to the various airdromes
in England, and ve Just accompanied the troops, and I was the medical officer for
1200 troops that docked at Ducksford, Enzland, about 1 miles from Cambridge, Eng-

Dr. Huaphreys : "And Galnsuorouoh is & sire of the lineage that comes down to the
great horse, Nazrullah . . who is the sire of Bold Ruler, the greatesl sire of the

Dr. Howard : "Well, I hadn't heard of CGainsborough, I'lL edmit, but I had heard

Dr. Huaphreys : "Yes, but then while we were out there we were invited to many of

e College of the Crown,
and four or Tive of the large universities. The Taculty would invite we four Anmerican
officers, of which I was the medical officer; and we vere treated royslly and they
were very interesting people, and made us like then and we tried hard to make then
like us, ODlv the difference was tnis - they tried o Dglv all thelr rules Lo us,

Dr. Ilowara : "Well now, Dr. Hwaphreys, I know you uust have had a valuable ex-
perience in war-time Enzland, but this period of your career was relalbively short
and the war ended for you, I suppose, in avout 1919. Where were you Gerobilized?"
Dr. Huoplweys ¢ "I was demopilized after return from France &t bodD Dizx, Trenton,
Hew Jerscy, on July 10, 1919, and Trom there I came to the small towm of Owasso,

and

P

ny grendlather stepped on o stob (stwp) and injured his heel..had a short heel...
and it never did hit the grownd. When he came back he sat down in sowe doctor's

office end read scue nedical books. That was the schooling, he read some medical
books in the 1840's and alter two or three years of reading medical ovooks, why he
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Interviev-Dr. D. W. Inwaphreys, Dec. 10, 1966

Dr. Humphreys : "He practised, thac's it".

Dr. Howard : "And where did he practise?”

Dr. Humphreys : '"Well, he practised in Onio. Thet's where he pracbised..bhab's
beyond e, bub he wasn't really a graduate. He was a doctor of the day, like the
Sooner doctors here, all ol these doctors here vwho never graduated. They reed
books and practised all over. When statehood came in they were all given a license
to practice - thal wes in our lives, 1907". S

Dr. Howard : "Yes, I know, but now your fether, though, was & licensed doctor,
and he wes in Owasso; so how long had he teen there?"

Dr. Humplreys "1908 wes when he came - and this was alter the war in 1919".

Dr. Howerd : "Yes, I know, not tell me again, in what part of Oklahoma is Owasso?"
Dr. Humplireys : "Ib's twelve miles north of Tulsa, Oklahonz, in Tulsa County, near
Collinsville".

Dr. Howard : "Well, those towns are belber kaown to me, both Tulsa and Collins-
‘ville, - and Owasso nov is pretty smell?"

Dr. Humphreys : "Owasso now is getbing very large. It's almost grovn to Collins-
ville, it's about Tive times as big as Collinsville - it's come up to vhere this
big factory, Douglas Airplane - it's only four miles over there to Owasso'.

Dr. Howard : "I see, so it is in Tulsa County, and that's where you started
again after the war in 1919 -"

Dr. Humphreys : "After the ver in 1919 I never steyed &t Owasso. I came to Oilbon
on the 29th day of August, 191.9".

Dr. Howard : "And why did you choose 0ilton?"

Dr. Humphreys : "Well, ny sister lived in Shavmee end I came back from the Aruy
10 Shawnee by the way of Tulsa - from Owasso - from Tulsa to Jennings, Oklahoma,
and then from Jennings, Oklahoma, I came to Cushing and then gobt the train from
“Cushing to Shatmee, because ry sister lived there. My sister had heard from one of
our femily acqueintances that his brother was a dentist at Oilton and we were ac-
quainted, so I sLopped offT at 0ilion on the alternoon, and he vas glad to see me
and nade ne acqua%nted Yith one Pr. J. H. Noah'".

Dr. Hovard : Noaht'

Dr. Humphreys : "Yes, J. H. Noah, now he was one of those Sooners, see ..

Dr. Howard :  "How do you spell Hoaht" : ,

Dr. Humphreys : " 0 - O - A ~ H, just iike Dick swallowed the whale , and that after-
nogon he says, 'Well, I got a lot of practice, I'd like to have scomebody come in with
me', and about thet time they brousht in a fellow who had. been vorking on the road,
and he'd been kicked square in the face with & horse, and it knocked out his Trout
teeth and crushed the upper porcion of the malar bouneond the outer ridge, flatltened
his nose and he couldn't preathe, had a large laceration on his head and ...of course,
the docltor had never imd any experience, ovut I had had two years hospital work and
two years in the Ay and vhat was just souetiing I was used to. 8o, bhe had sboub
four dollaws woroh, he aldn't have wmany instruuents, but I did gel the alveolex
Process on Lhe maler bone back, bub the teeth were gone. I took thew out - Laey
were Jusltl nanzing - there wes no way to zet that, bus I did take sone cocaine, four
per cent solutcion ol cocaine, and pack his nose to anaesthetize it, wnich is still
the best nzsal encestieltic, 2rd toox a curved Kelly nenostat, slipoed it up the
sides of the septun 244 raiscd vie tones Troa the imvedded area in the walar tone,
pulled thew up on vne side and pushod them back up on the other side, and packed
his nose wo lie didn't tleed, and seved up tie lacerations. He seemingly felt nuch
better frow the treatuent, bvecause nis face had lost the sensation of pain. Did
you ever fix a oroken nose?’

n

Dr. Howard : "I had ny own nose broken, but I haven't practiced surgery .
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Intervicw-Dr. D. V. Huuphreys, Dec. 10, 1966

Dr. Kumphreys : "I enaesthetized ihe supraorvital, mendibular and the lingual. .
They don't feel enything. Just pack it and taeke a finger and push that thing

back up, put the plates together and you can't ever tell they were broken. Right
soon after thal, they brouzhit up a nrn from the pool hall that was unconscious and
having couvulsions. Red had been hiv in the head with a brick, just the corner of
8 brick, and made a small dent in his head. It was bleeding profusely and we
~called the varbver up there to shave his head. We got that done and we washed it
off with a washpan and ivory scap and then painted it with lodine and cut the open-
- ing into the scalp wide enoush so we could see vwhat it was. It had crushed the
skull like a dent, axl pushed the little margin of the fractured siull up, and I
reached in with a forceps, hemostat, and wiggled them all loose and took them out
as if having done a trephine. The blood spurted and 1t did this and that, and we
Just painted it with some more iodine and packed with iodoform gauze. And it
vasn't long until Red gquit having convulsions, for the pressure was off, end he

got up Tightin' and wented to go'. ..That same hour, we didn't anymore than get

Red loaded up end back to the rooming house 'til in came sowe people with a home-
made stretcher vith a man on it on a crowbar. How way back in the early days these
punpers to start an engine would have to jack the engine over with a crowbar, and
he was up on this crowbar with his leg over it, or standing by it with his leg by
it, Jjacking this engzine, only it backfired and threw the crowiar right throuzh the
thigh of his leg and they brought him in there with it through it, and some fella
says, 'Oh, my God, you need a silk hendkerchief, Doc, you need & silk hendlérchief'.
Well, of course, the theory was this . . 1 just washed off the handie of the crow-
bar, just pulled on it, Jjust pulled it oubt. It bled profusely and then the man
said, 'O, Doc, wailt 'til I go home and get my silk handkerchiel.' Well, you could
stick your finsers clear throuzh. We couldn't do anything else, only take the

8ilk handlizerchief when he gol back there with it, and soak it with iodine and

take & lhewostay and push the end throush and then pull it clear tlirough and every-
body was satisfied. 3Bub we did pack the wound with jiodoforuw gaurze and wrapped it
up with coupresses. '

Dr. Howerd : "And who kept the crovbhar?"

Dr. Fumphreys : “Well, that belonged to the company that he worked fory..Dr. loah
paid,'Well, I never 4ld have such & time in ny life. You're just the man. I waut
you to work with we and I'1l just start in fifty-Tifty with you if you'll start up
with we right now'. OFf course, the doctor had never been inside the walls of a
medical scnool. He read some books down in Pontovoc Cowitty and dovn &t Pierson's
Switch, that's where he wes from. That wes a location then knovn as the Indian
Doctor's". :
Dr. Hovard : "Dr. Noah wesn't himself part Indian, was he, do you thinki"

Dr. Huphreys : " Io, I don't think he was. Anyway, ve starsed in the -practice
of medicine immediately, and a year and one nonth afver our association, why he de-
cided for recsons not Lo Le mentionsed, to move, and L gave hinm a thousand dollars
for accounits recelivable and vhat Tew little instravents he hnd, I had accunmlated
quite & few in the year. EHe tool ofi on the 10th day ol Octover, and on the 15th
dey of OctcLer I went up and paid ofy the thousand dollar note I had bdorrowed to
give nix. In Tive days I collectcd & thousand dolleas”.

Dr. Howard ;o "Well, thet was caplitslisw in tae esvly days'.
Dr. Huwiphreys : "That was capitalisa in the carly aays. I pracclced in that loca-
tion over the Wilewman Druy Store for tn fe¥is neantinme the first Latioanl
Bank feiled and moved out, ana I noved ny oilice

First HFational Ionlc bwrilding, ood that

025, And wy ofTice, I kent

it open in thet Lailoinz until 1945, The windows in tiat bullding and the clodk
that hangs in wy oflice now, cad the gless tlhat'’s in the bani bullding vwincows cans
from the Liberty Hetional Lond alicer they had bullt thelr sccond bank.
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Intervicw-Dr. D. V. Hwiphreys, Dec. 10, 1956

Dr. Howard : M"Now we're talliing about the Liberty Mationzl pank of Cklcihoma City".
Dr. Huwupureys : "The banik of Olklehoma Civy. They're all there for the evidence,

the clock's in ny oifuvice for the evidence, and the glass still stands and is so scarred
by all the wear of all the years in Oklahowa City and for fifty years, practically ,

in Oilton. They are very dingy but they still stand. I stayed in Oilton and prac-
tised surgery in the Dranright Hospital, which was headed by one Dr. George S. Rey-
nolds and Ur. W. O, Starr. liov Dr. Reynolds is dececsed and Dr. Starr is revired

and lives et Spavinaw, Oklahoms. . and aiter the big storm of 1930 it was decided

that we would close".

Dr. Howard “Close the hospital?" .

Dr. Husupireys “Close the hLospital, because in Cushing, Oklahoma, they had a good
hospital ovuilding bulb their svafi vas of the local doctors and closed steff. There
weren't any doctors who ever carried any patients to the Cushing Hospital because

there was a closed staff. DBuv the Masonic lodge of Payne County tock hold of the
situation of the hospital, and they organized what wos known as the Payne County

~ Masonic lLiospltal Associetion. IT you were a Mason in good standing you could becoiie

a meniber of the association for $25 mesbership and $10 a year fee, and when they did

- that, tney opened the doors Lo the outstandins country doctors. I vas the first

after the big sterm of 1930, which barricaded all the roads for two weeks; you could
only get around if you had a tractor to ruan or somncbody Lo pull you with a tean.

I brougsit the first two pay cases from the countryside to the Payne Counvy lasonic
Hospital of Cushing”.

Dr. Howard :  "What month was that sborm?
Dr. Husphreys : "ihat wonth weas Jenuery'.
Dr. Howard : TAnd it was a great bigz snow stori !
Dr. Humpireys : "It was a terrific storm, never has been such & storm before or

. since; it got 20 degrees below zero and it had sleet snow that was 1 ioches thick.
A man lost his car din tae snow in the curve vend of the road at the L all Tank - (oo
everybody kuows about it - it's at the end of the Colier lease betireen Oilton and Corde
Drumrigzsts - be lost his car there and didn't get it for five days. 3Dut, as that

stormt began on the Tth day of January 1930, Dr. Starr of Drunrignt called and says,

'Dr. Iuwiphreys, I want you to come down and visit one of nuy patients I've delivered,

and she has an abecessed breast. He called me just as it was gebtting dark and I

closed wy office and gob 211 the things I would necd to take care of an abcessed

breast. I sterted down the road in my liodel A car bub I didn't get much Tarther

than the ¥, that's an area half mile south o7 CGillton, until everytning was frozen

in, and I got out eand scraped off ell the ice I could. I didn't bhave a heater and

I didn't have a windshield wiper, out I drove back from the Y dowm to the Ball Tank,

and got arcund this car thoet was stuck, and kevt on going and driving dowa this high-
“way with the window on the left side turned down so I could tell -vhen I was in the

road. I kept coming until I ceme dowva to the railroad hill. Every night out et

the Tidevwater Refinery there was a tank trainl came oub about 8o'clock, and as I cane

dovn that hill I could not see through tile windshield. I could see light and I could
tell vhen a lizitel car was comdng and I would leok out and see vhere I was, and 1

would geb over for it; but the Little lighit on the caboose thalt cene throuzh the

Prairie Punp Station Yerd with a million ligkhts, I never noticed. I canes cown to

about, I'll say Tiftecn or twenty steps from the railroad, then I could sze soune
glittering, and I puv on iy brakes, mechanical brakes, and with this ice those wheels
Just slid right into that Treight train. I kit the freignt train! What frigiencd

me the mest was that I couldn't sec exactly. I was afraid T was goling to run be-

hind the trucks of the wheels and run under Lhe belly of this tank train. I would

have been a good suwoject for a grindinz up! Dabt I didu’t. The walk on the tank

car hit square in the wmiddle of my radiator and lmwocied me back about five or six

feet. I think I sal there about aun hour waliling [or all the glass to gel dowm. oo

hood of the car caue righi straight back over py head throush the windshield".

s e
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Interview-Dr. D. W. Iumphreys, Dec. 10, 1966
(Telephone rings)

Dr. Howerd : "Well, Doctor, your own busy practice of 1966 interrupted this

story of 1930 by a telephone call just now, but you were lLelling me that Tortunately
the car was pushed back by the frclrnL train and you were dazed for a whilce, and

then whet happened?"

Dr. Husphreys = "Oh, I was never dazed. I just secmed like ..1L Jjust secred a long
time wvhen that glass came dova ..it scewmed a long time.. I wesn't dezed. I wasn't
hurt & bit. A men came runnin' down there and says, 'Doc,; oh ny goodness, look what
it did to your car', and I said 'Yeah, look at me. I can geb & new car but I couldn't
get & new leg that I don't need'. DBut I did go on and attend the vomen patlent for
Dr. Sterz".

Dr. Howard : "Oh yes, fine! Well now, one day when I saw you a fev years ago;

I think we were talking aboul the fact that scme of the men arcund Oilton in those
early days vere very rougii. Once in a while you even hed to operate with a gun in
your back. Tell we about that'.

Dr. Hunphreys : "One night I was called dovn to wy office. There had been & car
vreck. 3 oue people had run off the sid e of the rozd and got in & ditcen, and there
vas three men and two wouen. They brought tiuewm up vo ny office and I went dovn to
attend them. The men were drunk, and I went back..and it was a simell doctor's
office..and I had to get the waber hot and I had to get my instriuments ready and
prepare the table and all these things. One of thewm sald to me, 'low, damn you,
Doc, don't be so long. I got the difference to that', and he walked up and poked
me in the rivbs with & gua, and I saild 'Now lay that dsmn gun down because I can't
do anything when you..' and he said, 'That don't meke no difrerence. How you just
~take cave of this guy'. So I sewed up that one. His face was cub all over and he
was plooly il over. I they were elways stendin' at py becek end they were alvays
in the way; so when I gou thau done, well, the other fellow got up there. ITun the
meantive, you seg, I had to change ny chsulﬁ s and get the Ouner things back.
Well, it took a little time, and he sald, 'liow, damn you, you're taking too much

tine, get down here'. Then he took this gun, you know. e was doin' it all the
time. About the tine I got through with the second nan, in cane the Chiel of
Police, Ben Clah], and e man by the nane of Walber Doolin. Ben Clark vas a good

men puysically in thosc qays,'and Walter Doolin -~ it wasn't o be qaestwoucu how
good 8 r2n he was -~ he was just a good man. They sald, 'Doc, what's goin' on here?!
and I said, 'Well, this pan's been gtanding here holding a gun on me for an hour'
Ben Claxric gays, 'Where's that gunt' And he took ahold of thal Tfellow and hit him
in the head with his pistol, and old Valter Doolin grabbed the other and they drug
their out of my recepilon rooit and bext.... . 01d Ben whanmed that fellow avout tihree
or four tines and he stood still with the gun. The other guy, well, old Ualter nad
him dowa, Just abvout, ond he says, 'You'll mever hold a gun on Doc gzaini' So they
got all Three of thc guvs and put 'em in the city jail up there"
Dr. Iowaxrd : "You didn't bave to do any wore -"
Dr. Huuohreys : 'lo, that ended it all. They Jjust tooX their up there and pu
in jeii, then there was no wore trovble. The wouen, now, they were there. I g
they got drunk. They were in my waiting roow..it never had a key on it. IDc
was the ’C)Oli(:e and he'd vallk dovm the sbrees and meev Som_e"\)ody nhe wonted to vis
wich and say, 'Cowe on in the doc's office' - . .The wonen, we left them there.
The next doy we took then before the Justice of the Peace and he signed them over
to the Cowuty Court and they all got three years in the penitentiery Tor nondling

a gun. Jow that's Just one of 'em - I've had it happen in the nomes and &ll aroundi.
A man stopoed nme on the road oae dey, wes trying to get even with me for one biue
he got in trouble in Drunright with the police, when he got out of town with his
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nead all cus up. ke ceile Lo @) .Jouse oue worndig avbout Lwo or varee o'clocl ano
sailu, 'Doc, coune on uowa @i sev uy nesw ug; Lot 1o a Litcle trouble'. I saic,
''Go on vovu ant I'1l be dovn viere lever', @aa I weni omck wo sleep. Aboub an
hour later ue ceac wp auc Le opeled the froot door welca I dicn't pave lochieo, aud
he sa;s, 'ilovw God dawa jou, Due, you couas oub nere and sew py .ead up or 1'Al couc
and get jyou'. Vell, I Just walked out tnere on toe pore. and said, 'low wuay did
you say?' 'You sew my head up or I'm gonua take you'. I just nitv Ldu oae tiwe on
the butcon aad e fell clear off wy porch ia the rose busih aud ais friend wits him
came and uruy aim out ana said, 'Come ou, Jeck, let's sel out of nere. We've becn

beat up ouce novw, we doa't waut auny wore trouble. Let's go' ".
Dr., Howerd : "Well, it was lucky you verc a biy wmeu, I way sal.

Dr. Humureys :  "He was one of the meanest juys you ever saw. He tried to lold ne

up oae iz o tue road and I woulda't stop for bim saud I outran niwm. I had a

better lbbdael T tasn e nad™.

Dr. Howard : "Is toat rignt?"

Dr. Fuapireys : "Yeasn, I toox ofl dowa throush a side road. He tried to follov me
and I rau off frow nim. I ran way out oa one of the leascs I kaew".

Dr. Howard : "Well row, didn't you nave to oo and deliver @ woman - the wife of
‘one of tiecse men - or did you operate on & wouan out iu the country?w

Dr. Hump:reys @0 "Yesl, but this was tue way it was .. it was & very pad stouy night. -
I went six miles east of towe and two miles north ri ht on the vani of tae Ci.arron
River. I weut dovn over the bank of tine river to & little nouse. Tais little womsu
was bavin, a very difficult time delivering and just she and her graudmobuogr was
there, and her nusbaud. About tne time I thous it I could deliver witn ilastrusents,
well, we ran out of coal oil. This men said, 'Weil a wminute now, I zob to go get

sotie coal oil'. I thougit to wrsell, 'Well now, we can't weit for coal oll, we got

to have a ligut, there Isn't any liglit’'. BSo I tacked wy Model A car wp aund buraed

it arowid ana let it come dowa the side of tae nill rigit through tune window - the

bed vas tiere - and turned my ligids on. I washed up tuings the best I could. 0ld
grandria, she gave btue chloroforn anaesthetic and I applied tie instruwwents, and it
was as hardé a delivery as anybody ever did - with the lignt shining turousn the
window. The next tiuwe 1 saw that man was five years later. He haa gone to Calif-
ornie srd coae back and sbopped al a cotbon patel, picitin’ collon, and his wife w
very 111 wita pellagra. She had been treated out tiere in California with this thing
and thet toiny. OSne lived Ynree days after she gob back howe witn palilagra.

Dr. Howari : MNow, the baby lived, taousn?" _

Dr. humphreys @ "Oh yes, tioe baby lived - now lives in Tulsa and has tihwee nice
children. Thet's rigut, I've gob all tue records.”

Dr. Howerd : " Well now, you've had a lot of tiwme in these 54 years..you de-
ivered & lot of bevies". : ' '

. Huupiregs @0 "Oh yes. Just the last Tew years, vefore I moved over here, did

I ever deliver tiea in the bospital 'cause I ves 20 miles avay. One tine I brougid

& patieat over here I delivered five bavpies from 11 o'clocx at aigat 'til one o'clock
in the afternoou. Thal's Just ebout 12 hours.

Dr. Howard : "Well, how old do you thlok the oldest one 1s now, tae olaest bavy
you deliverea?”

Dr. Ihwphre,s : "Oh, tne oldest baby I delivered, I couldn't say tiac. I delivered
15 bavies ia my Jjunior year..colored children'.

Dr. Howard : "When you were in medicel school . . but in Oklahoua -
Dr. Humphreys : " In Oglahoua, now wait a minute . ."

Dr. Hovard : " You delivered soue in Owesso when you came?"

Or. Huapiress " Yeah, I hed a terrible experience one time. Now look here, I'11

E‘l—'

T

tell you avout these expericices. You see, my father vas called out nere, aud old
Dr. Kivis was called out and I went out to help him and uy fabther weat aloag, eond
this woman - tuey lived in a box house. 7 hey had a floor and 1t was boardced up on
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the sides four feev. Qney had about four feot, mayue three feet of canvas arocund,
and a canvas top. Ib was called a box house. «. This wouen was having convulsious
end I weubt along, sce. They had used 2ll tne linens. The two old doctors, ny
father ot this obther doctor, leflt vecause I had given the chloroform and they did
& manual dellvery and delivered a live child....but afcer they ot throusu, then
they left. It vwas out there in this little tin and they didn't have but very fevw
things of any kind and this wonawn hoving had a large Gose of nmagnesiun sulphate ves
having profuse stcols and everything was soiled, and there wasn't anyvody there to
.teke care of her but nme and another vowman. I ended un the next day with the leaves
of & Mortgouery Vard cetaloz . . . and she lived". . . .That was over or Dird Creck
at Ovasso, Cklahowma.. low the oldest cne at Oilion - you have the plcture oi her
there ~ she's 47 years old - 1919 she was born - on the (th day of December, 1919 -
Her faunily hadu't conbracted a doctor becazuse it was iu the ecarly days, nobody xnew
the doctors - bub I had been down there in (ilton in Septewbher or October. This was 5
in Deceiver. I was a tall, slceuder guy, weigned 147 pounds, & feet 2 inches tall, :
and had a little tighit suit of clothes, one suit of clothes that I got after I got

out of the Arwy. I was still wvearing it, civilian, and I wore a cap, an Bislish cap

I had, see... Now this was at Qilbon and I was dubbed the King of the Kid dociors,

end some people vauted the kid doctor, end sowe didn't warnt the kid doctor, so when

they sent ©o tovn they sent Wayne Van Horn and Doy Gregory who were two youny wmen

that lived cut &t Crow. That was a little station in tioe oil ficld where the passei-

ger train stopped. Two young men, not warried; each had a pretty good car-ana they

would need a doctor at night - they'd be couluz back -~ they'd send a docsor - or i

they wasn't going anyoplace, why they'd get hold of me end ..uow the lulormetion was

this - 'You go down to Ciltoy and gebt a docbor but don't you get that kid doctor'.

So, they wot ne and I got in my old car, and I dida't ever get there .. 1 had to

wvalk. It wes reinin' and I vas pretty wet by the tiwe I got to the house and I coue

in with wy little old grip and & Tew things I had, and this maternity busluncss was

kind of nev to me. I had been in the aray for two years, you see, and that just

vasi't very stroug in the aray. So I heard 'ea say, 'Oh, they got that kid doctor,

they gobt that kid doctor'. They shut the door, wouldn't let wme in, ¢idu't invite

me into the room where the vaby was bora. So I cliubed over behind the old cook

stove and tried Lo dry oubt the best I could for I was prebiy webt from valking in the

rain.. I could hear .. One of the women came oubt with & wasihpan, and one with this

and that. Then they'd go bvaclk, and they save me a glance. I was there and it was

raining and hell, T wasn't going to leave. I stayed with 'em and pretty scon Mrs.

George Drake sald, 'Well, geb thet kid doclor in here; if he can do me any (00G,

all right, sund if he can't, Just tell hin to stay where he is'. BSo that gave me

an opportunity to put'my foob i the crack of the door and I came in and I spread

out a few instrunents and a boltle of chlorofora end a mask. Ho ruvber gloves,

nchody used rubver gloves, Jjust washed your hands wilh some more lava soap. And

I examined her end the vaby was ehout to be born, so I greasecd her Tace with &

little vascline end told one of the women to give the ansesthetic. She said, "I

don't Koow how to give it', end I said, 'I know you don't but I'll tell you how'.

You put that mask over her face and you pub two fingers under it and heolda it with

the other thrce so thau the air will cone arcund it and yoa woir't get too much,

aud you drop that on there a drop at & time and you keep talking to that person

aad when she ansvers you, why you keep droppilnz 1t, and wienever she quits aiswvering,

you stop'. And so she did, and pretty soon tue patieut started to talidng and I

s2id 'Drop your chldorofora wrtil she quits taliing, gquits answering'. Sihe did, and

after a fashion the vaby was born, the cord was tied, and the mother took 1t out

in the other room and rubbed it with cowpound cotionseed lard, which was &all rigot.

But I hed soime 1little pleces of gauvze which I had sterilized, and I tied the cord

end delivered the placenta and helped chanse Lhe bed, and about that time brs.

Drake wes awake aad she says, 'Well, whean's that bauvy golng to be born?' They all

spoke up, 'Well, Mrs. Dreke, you've already had the baby'. '0h, ny God', she gaid,

‘the first baby 1 ever had in wy life, and I've had six, and never did knoow 1t,
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I've had six, koew every onc of thea', and when she said that I was in the baby

businesst JFrom then on I was in the boby business - go any place aud do ingtrwacn-

tal deliveries and many a doctor I've gone to the cowwry thet had to do an lnstru-

mental delivery..have trouble, I'd be called, Tor they wouldn't know how to do a

delivery in the home with ingtrauents - about half of then didn't kaow how'.

Dr. Bovard : "Well, how weny did you have in an average good year, Docton,

about 300 vabies & year?"

Dr. Hwaphreys :  "lio, there weren't thot wauy. I think I had 23 babies one uoubh,

bub they'd run about 12 a woubh for about five years; then they began Lo drop off

because alter a vaile, you see, the biz boom wes over end all. Tt scbitled down to

the routine of those who Took care of oil and the strezzlers and such people had Lo

leave. Une gauolers, the bootlesngers, hijackers and thieves all had to leave because

.Most of these went to Seaminole'.

Dr. Howard : "They took the women with thew, did they?"

Dr. Humphreys : "'Oh yes, they took the women with them when they had them. Iow you

talk &boul the woumen, viay there was a notorious place dowit at Driumright called The

huap. There was pleaty of those pecple dowa there 1f you wanlted Lo see 'em. Just

g0 Gown there if you had any reason to go down Lthere..and they wvere located 1n Oiltoa

ec the hotels, too'.

Dr. Hoverd : "And so part of the baby business was associated with the wives an
I

7

the gaablers™. ,
Dr. dumpureys : "Yes, well the oilficld workers. The geablers didn't heve so wany
vomen with children born, but I did do it. I wecwt over one night and delivercd a
bauy in & liouse, Just onc swall room, divided with a curbeain inside, and they hed

a curtein in tie corner of the room. I kunew who these people vere and they knew me.
That fewily even carried it to the point where -~ this men, he and his brother rodvLed
a bank in, I think it wes Rock Hill, Konsas, and gzob caughbt. le and his brother got

caab, 00 Lhey sews bhom $o the peunitentiary in Lausing, Fensas. I pileked 'eow up
after they had becn there a while and this one wrote ne, and hie said, 'Doc,' he said,
'things ere hard up here and don't have nuch woney, don't have many cigarettes. I
wish you'd seni us sowe cigaretbes', he said, ‘wiat I'm writian' you for, I'n goin'
blind and I want you to get the American Legion hold of it and see if you can't get
me oub of here, 'causc L'm goin' oilind'. So I sent him a litvle..mede a point to
send hiw & carton, aad then wrote him and I seid, 'Where's old Ceorgze?' TCh, he
says, 'he's over here with ne, he's goin' blind, too, he needs cigarettes, onh no,

he vmnts Prince Albert, if you can seund hin sone Prince Alberd, ke swmolies & pipe

and suckes cigarcbles, and he smoxes Prince Alvert'. So I seut 'em a carton of
cigerebtes and three cans of Prince Albert every mounth. Along come this wowen and
she seys, 'nere, Doc', and there was a picture of George and lonroe dn frout of thas
prison &t Lensing, Kansas, and they both had Oregon boots on, and they Lobh were
hendcuffed band Lo hend, and I sald, 'Well, what's thist' I saild, 'That's just where
they turs the 1ight on George and Hon'. 'Well', she says,'I want to get you to sign
this pebition for pardon'...put this picture was taken Tive yecrs bedore she ctue
elong..and I signed it, and they did get oub, they did get out. VWell, Georpe went
plucd ansolutely blind. lMonroe, now old Loaroe, he stopped olf in Joplin or Kansas
City, now I could never get it straizit - it's two sbories, there veore two stories.
Cne story, he started To heilet a ganbhling house, see, and e gob kilied. Uhe other
one, he storted Lo heist & whiskey store on the Main Strect in Joplin, and this

yow guy runnin' it was just an ex-worine and shot hinm five times befcore he coudd
get the news. They brought him down there to bury hin. Now, do you want this story?®
Dr. Howard : "Well, how did you know these Tellows to bemin with?!

Dr. Huwiphreys ¢ "Oh ny gosh, they were residents Cor many years of Oilton. They
would couae to me. I'd go up -~ they'd say, 'I'a gonna be gone uow, Doc, vou take care
of Ta'. And I'd go up to their house - I've even gone over there - they'd call ue

up and say, 'Doc, go over to the shack, over to George's . old George Durpess, ..
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now these boys had connection with the top bandits. They're nob little cones,
they're the crean off Lhe crowd. This puy, this lionroe, he was the most..I could
teke you in 30 minutes to the hiding place vhere he drove the car when they started
to rob tue Ixcelsior Springs Duilaing end loan, Georpze and louroe. . vas the
most experec soup wman in the vhole southvest. UWhen there was a safe beling blowved
tihat fellow blew it. You look up the records in February 1922, vhen the Santa e
~brein was held up and rovoed in Mdwond in broed daylight and that guy shot it. I
could never geb over old Ibaroe. He got killed and his brotier coue in and says,

'Doc, I got to plant Monroe'. I said, 'What do you mean, you gov to plant MHonroet!
'Oh', he says, "he was in a car vreck and got killed. He got oub a little while,
end he couldn't sec too good and SOL to driving a little too fast and he gol killed

and I've got to plant bin'. And this was getbting a little late in the evening - in
Noveubver - and it vas teginning to get Jjust a little darik and I said, 'liow, why don't
you getb - have you got a preacher?' 'Ho'..'You heve to have a preacher. He says,
'Mon - old Conley, and Deke and Blue 1s out there diggin' a grave', he sald, 'we
-can't get a preacher®, and I said, 'Well, I1'1Ll get a -~ vihat do you want ne to do?!
And he sald, 'I want you to geb me a preacher and get this Tiggered out, I want you
to talke care of the American Legion', and I said, 'ALL zight, I'll take care of it’'.
And my wife and this girl thet wverked for ne, they came up to the funeral hone, and
I vent and got Harry Bradford, he was the superintendernt of schools, and I said,
‘Rerry, vou got Lo be the chaplain for a funeral', and ne said, 'Tuaeral?', and I
said, 'Yes, don't malke any differcice, the guy just gol pardoned out of the peniten-
tiary at LﬂlS]Dé Kansas, and he got killed; he had & car wreck - though I don't be~
lieve it; I think somebody shiot him'. Old Harry said, 'ALll rignt, all right, I'1l
be there. Vhen is it¥', end I saild, 'Right nowl’ '0h,' he says, 'all right'. So
the word ot oubt that ve was gonna have Monroe's funeral thav night and, gosn, there
"was a crowd down there. So we wenl up there and we had some boys, two boys out of
the service, two boys with thelr uniforws, aand two Just walked off the lease, as the
“Color G uard. The pallvezrers was Awericen Lepion boys, just kinda picked up. The
Sergeant-at-Arns was this Den Clark, old Ben Clark. And Harry Sradford gebts up and
he reads the ritual, pors of the riturl, and says the geimon of who's being buried.
He says, 'Monroc A. Quick, vora in Searcy, Arkensas, in 1oU5, with honoreble dis-
charge Twom the Aunericen Aray, served overseas, Oh Lord, Anen. Monroe Quick, born
Searcy, ArLanscs, borin, 1U05, houcravle disciarge, scrved the Army, Oh Lord, Amen'.
Said it tvice, aad thav was the ead of it. It was then thet wy wile and this girl
san; two sonzs @z prethy as anything you ever heard in your licfe. They've fowgotten
vhat they vas end I have. BSo Den Clark said, 'Well, Color Guard Tall outside, fori
outside', soid, 'Eﬁllbearers will teke the resoins to the hearse, we will now pro-
ceed Lo the cunstery'. And bere we o to the cenetery, and it's getlin' dusk. Ve
get up tiere, wow this is a funuy thing, you don't need to bvelieve it - I belleve
' it so Ao wany tiues - Here's Rale, he is a typical old buay,

it 'czuse I've tola L

shoes oub ot the toes, and old pants bagsin', wears a old coal that's got & velvet

collar that's all worn off, no heb, & bandanns hondlkerchiler arcund him, and his

nose is 88 red s & veeb piclile, and not shaved, svout 70 years old, he's just an

old buus; he's just an old dyrwi:; and his collLL suae, he's one of wy syphilitlic pat-
1

ients. He says, 'Wail & ninute, they're comin', they're conin', yeay, they're
comial ', and old Dake says, 'Well, I've got to get it', and old slue says, 'God

dana it, vhet'd you do with it, what did you do with it, here they are, they're all

here, hurry up, nurry up, Jesus Christ, hurry up! ' 0Ld Sake was down diggin in
the coracr of the dirt, Just a'digsin', and they'd had thelr jus of whlslkey and
they'd vecn throvin' dirt cutb end covered it up and here cone the funcral cortege,
see, to Lury this naa and they couldn't Tiad thelr jus. Pretlty soon they gol

Jug, ang off they went .
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Interviev- Dr. D. W. Huwiphreys, Dec. 10, 1956

Dr. Howard : "Phe job was more iuportant than the burial, ehi"

D, Hunmphreys @0 "That's what thoey wanted. Thds Blue, he was & good friend of
nine and I took care of him. He never could getb drunls enoush to have his teeth
pulled, so one Saturday he Just gol as druak @s he could bhe, 2ad he stagsered
dovm bo ny office and he come in end he says, 'Doc, I wan® you pull my Looth' -
I seid, ‘lell, I've veen tryin' to get 'em all pulled'. 'Ah', he says . . . .
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