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APPENDIX.
NUMBER .

—— o

OF DR. PRIESTLEY'S

POLITICAL WORKS AND OPINIONS.

DR. PRIESTLEY’s litcrary character is un-
commonly varied , but there is one aspect in which
he may be considered, the result of a few pages in-
deed, but of equal importance, in my opinion, with
any, or with all of the rest, viz....as a writer on the
theory of politics : a subject in which the develope-
ment of a simple truth in such a manner as to im-
press it on the mind of the public, may influence, to
a boundless extent, the happiness of millions. I
well know the obloquy and the sarcasm attached to
political reformers, and I am ready to acknowledge,
it is possible that the melancholy theories of the pre-
sent day, which judge of the future lot of mankind
upon earth, from the history of past facts, may be tco
well founded ; that war, pestilence and famine, and

vige
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vice and misery in all its hideous forms, may be ne-
cessary to counteract the over increase of the human

species, and make up for the difference between the

. arithmetical progression of subsistence, and the geo-

e~

metrical ratio of accumulating population*. Still the
philosopher will have motives tolabourindevising me-

thods for the diminution and cure of moral and physi-

® The objections to the progressive amelioration of the state of

mankind, are fully and forcibly stated in that important work of Dr.

Malthus, the Essay on Population. But I am well persuaded that

much good may be brought about, without danger of too great popu-
lation, by gradually putting in practice well founded theories of poli-

tical reform. I say gradually, for I am no friend to sudden, extensive,
and violent innovations. I wish this very important book of Dr. Mal-
thus were well answered, for I cannot help thinking it will admit of a
reply favourable in a high degree to the schemes of those writers
whom it is written to expose. Some few ideas I have suggested in
the text, that to me make the prospect more consoling than it would
appear from an implicit confidence in the pictures delineated by his
sombre pencil.
Dr. Darwin (Temp. of Nat. quarto, p. 159) has nearly the same

thought with Malthus.

Human progeuies, if unrestrain’d,

By climate_friended, and by food sustain’d,

O’cr seas and soils, prolific hordes ! would spread,.

Ere long, and deluge their terraqueous bed :

A T e i,

Baut war, and pestilence, disease and death,

Sweep the supezfiuous myriads from the earth.
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¢4l evils, at least as well founded as those of a pati-
ent, who reasonably applies the known remedies for
the disease by which he is oppressed. The quan-
tum of evil required to effect the necessary depres-
sion of encreasing numbers, is not yet ascertained ;
but it is fully and completely ascertained by the me-
lancholy pages of history for these two thousand
years, that far more evil has been inflicted on the
human race from their ignorance of the means of
preventing it, than would suffice for the purpose:
and that the inhabitants of the earth have been thin-
ned far indeed beyond the required number of com-
fortable subsistence. What country is, or ever yet
was, so far as we know, so fully populated as not to
be, and to have been, capable of sustaining many
more than ever lived upon a given extent? At what
period of history might not the resource of coloni-
zation have been resorted to 2 When and where has
the theory and the practice of agriculture, and the
economy of produce been perfected ? What nation
has not been depopulated in its turn, by wars of inte-
vest, of ambition, of folly, of ignorance, and of pride 2
In what country has not the natural tendency to ¥m-
provement, and to the support of multitudes beent

b 5> kept
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kept back, by causes depending solely on the political
ignerance of its inhabitants 2 Should population be
excessive five hundred years hence, it is fair to pre-
sume that the encreased knowledge of the day will be
adequate to the evil ; and if not, those who suffer,
will at least be far more competent to the remedy
than we canbe. . To them let us leave it. At pre-
sent, the earth does not support above a tenth of the
human creatures that might find subsistence by its
cultivation, and yet we are the daily victims of all the
miseries that flow so plentcously from the wretched
maxims of government to which the nations of the
carth submit.

The arguments of these disconsolate philosephers
may be urged any where, at any time, under any cir-
cumstances, with equal propriety. However im-
perfect the state of any civil community may be, the
reformers are always liable to the objection, that let
them do their best, the evils inevitably attendant on
human nature, will ultimately counteract their efforts.
It is the unanswerable argument of sloth against in-
dustry : why take so much trouble for convenicence
and comfort, when the same labour will be equally
necessary to morrow as to div in despite of all your

pains ?
) But
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‘But if the given state of human affairs will obvi-
ously admit of improvement, there is a justifiable
motive for a friend of mankind to labour for the
public good. Is it not evident for instance, that a
greater mass of human happiness might be condens-
ed on the same space, by changing the inhabitants
from a horde of indian savages to a populous and
well regulated community, proportioned in numbers
to the fertility and extent of the territory assigned to
them ? So in the civilized countries of Europe, ¥
the poor could be better taught, and better fed, and
better cloathed, and better attended in pain and sick-
ness, would not the quantum of human happiness be
increased, even suppose the numbers continued the
same ? If in one state of things, the given term of life
of any individual be 60 years for instance, and the
amount of pain he should endure be expressed by 10,
would not the sum of misery be lessened by lessening
the amount of pain 5 or 6 degrees out of the 10 2
Yet the dreadful mischiefs of superabundant popula-
tion would not be increased one jot by such an ope-
ration. - The best cultivated countries upon earth
have not yet arrived at their maximum of population..
Qf Great-Britain at least a third isuncultivated: and of;

X3 the
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the parts under actual cultivation a very small pro-
portion indeed is so well managed, as to exclude fu-
ture improvement : what a difference between the
four crops a year of the gardener, and the single crop
of the farmer ? It is by no means ascertained either,
what produce is the best calculated to afford the
greatest nutriment, conjointly with the most pleasura-
. ble sensations when taken as food. When we have
obtained the produce, the art of cookery is yet in its
infancy, and the same quantity may be made to go
much farther as a pabulum to the human frame, than
the present state of culinary practice will admit ofl
Let all these improvements be exhausted, still a well
regulated system of gradual colonizasion is aresource
competent to the wants of future centuries; and
should that fail, somec obstacles to the facility of mar-
riage, and some restriction to the numbers of offspring
by milder means than exposure like the Chinese, or
infanticide like the Laccdemonian practice, might
furnish an effectual remedy to any extent. So that the
way is not difficult to be traced by which the bugbear
of overpopulation may be counteracted by less vio-
lent and abominable remedies than are usually appli-
ed by the tyrants of the carth.  We may effectin so-

cleties
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cieties what we aim to effect among individuals :
Sickness is an evil, but we have already in many in-
stances lessened its pain, its duration and its danger :
Death is an evil, but knowledge and foresight may in
many cases introduce it without pain, as the result
of natural decay instead of the physical misery atten-
dant upon ourexistence, so often and so unnecessari-
ly suffered by myriads of the human race. In like
manner may the evil of overpopulation be counter-
acted, without the necessary recurrence either to
vice or to misery ; and without the dreadful instru-
mentality of political despotism.

If the evils we endure arc necessary parts of the
system of nature, the remedies of which we are
permitted to be apprized, are necessary parts of the
same system ; for the one and the other are equally
embraced within its plan. If we see from the expe-
rience of ourselves and others, and if we are taught
by the general tenor of history, that misery is the re-
sult of ignorance, knowledge is the obvious reme-
dy; and we have good reason a. priori to believe it
will be effectual, or the gradual means of acquiring
and increasing ir, would not be placed within our
reach. Wretched as the present state of civil socie-

X4 ty
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ty is in many respects, no man conversant with the
facts of past times, can doubt, but that the state of
socicty in Europe four of five eenturies ago was
still worse. - The dispositions of the mass of man-
kind were more ferocious, their manners more un-
tamed, the comforts of life more rare, and the sour-
ces of pleasureable intercourse, and mutual im-
provement much fewer than at present. All the
good that has been done, has been the fruit of in-
creased knowledge, and there evidently is great room
for present and future improvement in spite of the
modern despondency of political economists; and
though perfection be not attainable, we can as yet
set no bounds to approximation: nor are we war-
ranted in believing that any well aimed endeavour
to ameliorate the condition of society will be entire-
ly lost. Enough still remains to animate the phi-
lanthropist : let us fight with the evils of our own
day, and lecave posterity to follow the example we
set, and maintain the combat until hope forsakes
them.

"The doctrines of the perfectibility of the species,
or at least its continually encreasing tendency to im-
provement, and to happiness, which Franklin 2nd

Price,
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Price, and Condorcet and Godwin have lately sup-
ported, was advanced prior to their intimations of
“this cheering theory, by Dr. Priestley in the outset
of his treatise on civil government, first published
in 1768, and I shall quote the passage that gave rise
to the preceeding observations.

“ Man derives two capital advantages from the
superiority of his intellectual powers. The first is,
that, as an individual, he possesses a cértain com-
prehension of mind, whereby he contemplates and
enjoys the past and the future, as well as the present.
This comprehension is enlarged with the experience
of every day; and by this means the happiness of
man, as he advances in intellect, is continually less
dependent on temporary circumstances and sen-
sations.”

“ The next advantage resulting from the same prin.
ciple, and which is, in many respects, both the cause:
and effect of the former, is, that the human species
itself is capable of a similar and unbounded im-
provement; whereby mankind in a later age are
greatly superior to mankind in a former age, thein-
dividuals being taken at the same time of life. Of
this progress of the species, brute animals are more

incapa-
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incapable than they are of that relating to individu.
als. No horse of this age scems to have any advan-
tage over other horses of former ages; and if there
be any improvemeat in the species, it is owing to out
manner of breeding and training them. But a man
at this time, who has been well educated, in an im-
proved christian country, is a being possessed of
much greater power, to be, and to make, happy, than
a person of the same age, in the same, or any othet
country, some centuries ago. And, for this reason,
I make no doubt, that a person some centuries hence
will, at the same age, be as much superior to us.”
“The great instrument in the hand of divine pro*
vidence, of this progress of the species towards per:
fection, s society, and consequently government. In
a state of nature the powers of any individual are dis-
sipated by an attention to a multiplicity ‘of objects.
The employments of all are similar. From genera-
tion to generation every man does the same thateve-
ry other does, or has done, and no person begins
where another ¢nds ; at least, general improvements
are cxceedingly slow, and un‘certain. This we see
exemplified in all barbarous nations, and especially
in countries thinly inhabited, where the connections

of
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the people are slight, and consequently society and
government very imperfect; and it may be seen
more particularly in North America, and Greenland.
Whereas a state of more perfect society admits of a
proper distribution and division of the objects of hu-
man attention. In such a state, men arc connected
with and subservient to one another; so that, while
one man confines himself to one single object, ano-
ther may give the same undivided attention to ano-
ther object.”

¢ Thus the powers of all have their full effect;
and hence arise improvements' in all the convenien-
ces of life, and in every branch of knowledge. In
this state of things, it_requires but a few years to com-
prehend the whole preceding progress of any one art
or science ; and the rest of a man’s life, in which his
faculties are the most perfect, may be given to the
extension of it.  If, by this means, one art or science
should grow too large for an easy comprehension, in
a moderate space of time, a commodious subdivision
willbemade. Thus all knowledge will be subdivid-
ed and extended ; and Anowledge as Lord Bacon ob-
serves, being power, the human powers will, in fact;
be enlarged ; nature, including both its materials,

and
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and its laws, willbe more at our command; men
will make their situation in this world abundantly
more easy and comfortable ; they will probably pro:
long their existence in it, and will grow daily more
happy, each in himself, and more able (and, I believe;
more disposed) to communicate happiness to others.
Thus, whatever was the beginning of this world, the
end will be glorious and paradisaical, beyond what
our imaginations can now conceive. Extravagant
as some may suppose these views to be, I think I
could show them to be fairly suggested by the true
theory of human nature, and to arise from the natural
course of human affairs.  But for the present, I wave
this subject, the contemplation of which always
makes/me happy.”

Under these impressions Dr. Priestley sat down
to investigate the principles on which governments
ought to be founded, and by which their claims to
public support and approbation ought to be tried.

Many works had been written (in England parti-
eularly) in favour of those forms and principles of go-
vernment, that might operate as a check on the na-
tural tendency of all monarchies to despotism, and
on the inevitable encroachments of intrusted power.

The
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The old writers on the English constitution Bracton
and Fleta, hold sentiments on the constitutional
rights of the Barons to interfere on occasions of roy-
al misconduct, very hestile to ths principles  after-
wards adopted:

Du Plessis Mornay in the /Zindicie contra ty-
. vannos (if that book be his) and Buchanan in his Di-
alogue de jure regni apud Scotos were strong advo-
cates for the right of resistance. These tenets were
supported with still more energy during the discus-
sions that took place in the reign of Charles, 1st.
when the speeches of the disaffected members in
Parliament, the Lex Rex, and the defensio populi
against Salmasius, brought the question of implicit
obedience before the mass of the people in Great
Britain, as well as before the literati of KEurope.
To these succeeded the writings of Milton, Har-
rington, and Sydney, of which the last were certain-
ly a more compleat defence of republican govern-
ment than either those of Milton or Harrington.
Milton’s was at best but a half way theory. Sir.
Robert Filmer was too highly honoured by the re-
plies of Sydney and of Locke.

The revolution of 1688, called forth Locke’s

famous
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famous treatise on Civil Government, which is there
considered as a contract between the Governors and
the Governed : an erroneous notion, for it implies
the previous independence of each of the contract-
ing parties, whereas the governors are evidently no
more than the agents or servants of the people, and
paid for dedicating their time to those objects whicl
the people at large are deeply interested in, but can-
not attend to.

The same event produced the discussions between
Locke and Hoadley on the one side, and Sherlock
on the other. Hoadley was not only a strenuous
and able defender of the principles of the revolution,
but of the general doctrines of zoleration in religious
matters: a word much in vogue, but which would
net have been used by any onewho had studied the
subject to the bottom.  What obligation am Iunder
tomy neighbour for tolerating my opinions, if I tole-
rate his? No part of the question, whether of civil

or religious liberty was well understood at that time,

and the boldest of the advocates for the principles of

that revclution, and the rights of conscience, were but
timid defenders of the doctrines, they undertook
to support.  The parliamentary discussions, threw

no
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no light whatever on the rights of the people; they
were trammelled and reined in, by the forms of par-
liamentary proceedings, and the difficulty of making
precedent coalesce with principle. Much however
was done at that period of discussion, in favour of
the people: the great event that produced the con-
troversy, made every man alive to the subject ; and
the foundation was laid for the more accurate and
enlightened ideas of after times.

From that time to the publication of Dr. Priestley
en Civil Government, I do not recollect any author
of note, but very many excellent observations were
from time to time thrown out by the opposition
leaders in parliamentary debates. These are well
selected by Dr. Burgh, in his political disquisitions,
a work of great merit, both in the design and execu-
tion ; and which has contributed very greatly to open
the eyes of the public, to the necessity of a parlia-
mentary reform, and of making the pretended repre-
sentation of the people in the lower house of parlia-
ment more cfficient, and more truly what it now se
falsely imports to be.

In the year 1768, about eight years before the as-

sertion of American Independence Dr. Priestley pub-
lished
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lished his short * Essay on the first principles of civil
government,” in which he lays it down as the founda-
tion of his reasoning, that “it must be understood
« whether it be expressed or not, that all people live
¢ in society for their mutual advantage ; so that the
¢ good and happiness of the members, that is the
“ majority of the members of any state, is the great
« standard by which every thing relating to that
¢t state must be finally determined. And though it
“ may be supposed, thata body of people may be
“ bound by a voluntary resignation of all their rigl{ts
“ to a single person or to a few, it can never be sup-
« posed that the resignation is obligatory on their
* posterity, because it is manifestly contrary to the
<« good of the whole that it shall be so.”

He divides his subject into political liberty, or the
power which the people reserve to themselves of ar-
riving at offices, and civil /iberty, or the power which
the people reserve over their own actions, free from
the controul of the ofiicers of government.  The
former he considers only (as it really is) in the light
of a safeguard to the latter.

By thisgeneral maxim, that no principle of govern-

ment can be considered as binding if it be manifestly

¢ contrary
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“ contrary to the good of the whole,” he tests the
expediency of hereditary sovereignty, of hereditary
rank and privilege, of the duration of parliaments,
of the right of voting, with an evident tendency to
those opinions which later experience has sufficient-
ly confirmed ; and he expressly declares that ¢ such
¢ persons whether they be called kings, senators or
¢ nobles or by whatever names or titles they be dis-
“ tinguished, are to all intents and purposes the ser-
“ vants of the public, and accountable to the people
“ for the discharge of their respective offices. If
¢ such magistrates abuse their trust, in the people
¢¢ therefore lies the right of deposing and consequent-
“ ly of punishing them.”” (P. 23 of 2nd edit.)
Elsewhere (p. 40) he says, ¢ The sum of what
¢« hath been advanced upon this head is a maximn than
¢ which nothing is more true, that every go-
< yernment in its original principles, and antecedent
“ o its present form, is an equal republic.” These
political principles that do so much credit to the
strength of his mind, and to his foresight, were mani-
festly the result of his own reflections; for no one
before him that I recollect, had taken up the questi-

on on the same ground. The plain and simple

b principle
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principle which he adopts as the foundation of all his
remarks, is so obviously and intelligibly true, that it
gives a force and clearness to his reasoning which no
other preceding writer* affords an example of. The
Jesuits indeed had long before advanced the doctrine
that all civil authority was derived from the people,
for the purpose of applying the maxim in defence of
their own king-killing principles, as appears from
the collection of assertions made from their writings
in 1757 by order of the parliament of Paris, and
from the work of the Jesuit Busenbaum about the
middle of the eighteenth centuryt condemned, a few
years before that collection. But this doctrine was
advanced by them insuch a way as to do no service
to mankind, and to bring them and their writings into
deserved reproach.

I'is to Dr. Priestley then that we owe (so far as

my information extends) the first plain, popular, brief

and

* Dr. Sykes the very able coadjutor of Hoadley, in his answer to
the Nonjurors charge of Schism, upon the church of Fngland, adopts
a similar principle, but he does not treat the subject in the masterly

wmanner of Dr. Priestley.

T See D’Alembert’s account of the destruction of the order of Jesuits

in France. Eng.trans. 12mov D 22: 139, &c.
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and unanswerable book on the principles of civil go-
vernment; and it has the more merit, as the experi-
ments on government since made in America; had
not then been thought of. - The plainness, and sim-
plicity of Paine’s reasonings are not so much' to be
wondered at, as he had lived for some years ina coun-
try, where he had the successful facts under his eye,
where the subject of politics, was the daily and hour-
ly topic of conversation and discussion with man
woman and child, where republican principles were
almost universally adopted in theory, and had been
found effectual in practice -on a very large scale.
These observations at least apply to his Rights of
Man ; neither do I wish to detract from’ the- great
merit of that admirable writer, either in respect of the
work last mentioned, or his Common Sense; while
society exists, they will be classic books on the theo-
ry of government, ;

Well is it for mankind, and with sincere and heart
felt exultation do I write it, that such books have
been composed and such experiments' have been
tried ; and honourable is it to the character of this
country, that the grand and simple truths, on which
human happiness so 1aterially depends, were first

Y2 seized
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seized on, comprehended, and put in force by the
whole body of the people here, and that with a steadi-
ness and suceess, that justifiesthe fondest hopes of the
real friends of man. ~ The political sophisms which
despotism has forced upon the human understanding
for so many centuries, and which have kept the hu-
man race in a state of comparative ignorance and mi-
sery, are now seen through ; the light of knowledge
has gone forth, liable no doubt to be obscured for &
time, but hereafter to be extinguished never.

Indeed it was high time to try some new experi-
ment in government ; to put in practice some princi-
ple different from that which from the beginning of
the world had until then been acted upon. From
the melancholy page of history we learn that the fa-
vorite maxim so steadily adopted and practised by
the rulers of the earth, that society was instituted for
the sake of the governors, and that the interests of the
many were to be postponed to the convenience of the
privileged few, has filled the world for these two
thousand years at least, with bloodshed, vice and
wickedness from one end to the other : while long and
melancholy experience has convinced us, that it is the
invariable, essential, and natural character of power

whether
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whether entrusted or assumed, to exceed its proper
limits; and if unrestra‘incd, to divide the world int>
two casts, the masters and the slaves.
“America has begun upon the opposite maxim,
that society is instituted not for the governors but
the governed ; and that the interests of the few shall
in all cases give way to the many: that exclusive
and hereditary privileges are useless and dangerous
institutions in society, and that entrusted autho-
rity, shall be liable to frequent and periodical
recals. Itisin America alone, that the sovereignty
of the people, is more than a mere theory : is is here
that the characteristic of that sovereignty is displayed
in written constitutions ; and it is here alone that the
principle of federal union among independent nati-
ons has been fully understood and practised. A
principle so pregnant with peace and happiness, as
Barlow has fully shewn, that it may be regarded as
among the grandest of human inventions. I throw
out of consideration the antient as well as the modern
communities ignorantly called republics, and I count
nothing upon the federalism of the Grecian league.
There has been no republic antient or ' modern until
the American.  There has been no federal union on
b | broad
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broad and general principles well understood and di-
gested, until the American union. To a person
conversant inantient history, and in the constitutions
of this country, there is no need of any attempt to
prove these positions. The guiding principle, that
pervades every republic upon this continent, is that
which Dr. Priestley has so happily adopted and so
well explained, t4e interest or good of the majority of
the individuals composing cach political community.
After Dr. Priestley’s work, the American war
broke out, which gave rise to Dr. Price’s tract on
Civil Liberty, well meant and tolerably executed,
but not carrying with it that simplicity, and convic-
tion which attends the work of Dr. Priestley. I do
not recollect any treatise published in England on
the principles of government from that time, until
a pamphlet of Dr. Northcote’s, which attracted but
little attention, though it had some merit. In Ame-
rica, the Commion Sense and the Crisis of Paine, pro-
duced their full effect; but they were little read in
England, or in the other parts of Europe. From
thence until the French Revolution, nothing of mo-
ment appeared on the subject, unless we notice thc-
commentary of the younger Mirabeau on_ the pam-

phlet
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phlet of ZAdanus Burke against the order of Cincin-
nati, the well known dialogue of Sir W. Jones,
between a scholar and a peasant, and a short paper
in the Manchester transactions on the principles of
government, read in that society in 1787, and since
republished with Cooper’s reply to Burke.* ‘

" The

* Perhaps I ought not to have omitted the Vindication of Natural
Society geﬁerally attributed, and I believe without dispute to M.
Burke. This very eloquent and ingenious imitation of the stile of
Lord Bolingbroke, whatever the prefatory pretences may be, carries
within it, full and complete evidence that the author was in earnest
and that the subject is treated con amore. It argues the preference
of natural over artificial society, onr the grounds furnished by the evils
that have afflicted mankind, from monarchical and aristocratical ambi-
tion and despotism, and from the bondage we are kept under, by the
Priesthood, and the Law. All these evils are pourtrayed in Mr.
Burke’s best manner. He may have been afterward warped by his
interest, and driven to take the side of power by his ambition and his
necessities, but when he penned the Vindication of Natural Society, he
felt as he wrote, or there is no dependence to be placed on internal
cvidence. This small but valuable Essay is not inserted in any editi-
on of his acknowledged works that I have heard of. When it was
first published, Iknow not. The third editioﬁ printed for Dodsley is
dated 1780. No collection of Burke’s works I believe contains that -
fine specimen of indignant eloquence which closes the first volume
of Burgh’s political disquisitions, though it is known to be Burke’s.

Ie
Y 4
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- The French revolution' whose commencement
may be dated in 1789, has given rise to a discussion
of the great questions relating to the rights of man,
which however obscured by the temporary defection
of that people, has fixt truth upon a basis too firm
to be shaken, and too universal to be confined to
one community.* But whatever were Dr. Priest-
ley’s theoretical notions of government, he never was
an advocate for violent or precipitate reform. Like
the generality of the English reformers, he contented
himself with wishing in that country, for a more
fair and adequate representation of the people in
Parliament. = His moderation on the subject of
change is evident from his published sentiments alrea-
dy quoted p. 135.

- To the same purpose is his advice to the students

at

It may be worth while to mention that the late Lord Nugent, a
most strenuous opposer of Parliamentary reform, was the author of

the  Ode to Mankind® published by Dodsley in his misceilany.

* .Among the works thus educed, the Essai sur les privileges, and
the L’uesceque le tiers Etat of the Abb¢ Seyes, and Paine’s Rights of
Man are certainly the chief. There are some things very finely said
on monarchy and hereditary privilege by Godwin, in his political jus-
tice, though the book is, in the main, a laboured and injudicious de-
fance of school-boy paradoxes. 1 have already mentioned the very

excellent writings of Barlow.
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at the New College at Hackney, in his dedication to
the Lectures on experimental philosophy.

¢ It may not be amiss, in the present state of things,
to say something respecting another subject, which
now commands universal attention. You cannot
but be apprised, that many persons entertain a preju-
dice against this College, on account of the republi-
can, and, as they choose to call them, the licentious,
principles of government, which are supposed to be
taught here. Show, then, by your general conver-
sation, and conduct, that you are the friends of peace

and good order; and that, whatever may be your

opinions with respect to the best form of government
for people who have no previous prejudices or ha-
bits, you will do every thing in your power for the
preservation of that form of it which the generality
of your countrymen approve, and under which you
live, which is all that can be reasonably expected of
any subject.  As it is not necessary that every good
son should think his parent the wisest and best man
in the world, but it is thought sufficient if the son
“pay due respect and obedience to his parent; so nei-
ther is it to be expected that every man should be of
opinion that the form of government under which he

happens
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happens to be born is the  best of all possible forms
of government. It is enough that he submit to it;
and thét he make no attempt to bring about any
change, except by fair reasoning, and endeavouring
to convince his countrymen, that it is in their power
to better their condition in that respect, as well as in
any other. ~ Think, therefore, speak, and write, with
the greatest freedom on the subject of government,
particular or genéral', as well as on any other that
may come before you. It can only be avowed ty-
ranny that would prevent this. But at the same
time submit yourselves, and promote submission in
others, to that form of government which you find
to be most approved, in this country, which at pre-
sent unquestionably is that by King, Lords, and
Commons.”

Conformably to these opinions given to others, he
remained on his arrival in America, an advocate for
moderate reform in the old country, though a de-
cided republican in the new: Nor did he ever be-
come a citizen of the United States, or abjure his al-
legiance to the King of England, ill as he thought
of the measures of government, and of oaths of alle-

giance of all descriptions.  His wishes and his con-

versation
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versation always tended to impress the idea, that im-
provements in each country should gradually pro-
gress, according to the respective situations of each,
and in conformity to the previous ideas respectively
prevalent on the- subject of government, among the
better informed classes, and the spirit of the times.
In these opinions no friend of mankind will differ
from him. If there be any fact better ascertained
than another, it is that gradual and peaceable, is in
all cases preferable to violent reform. A man may
be too wise to-do good. His ideas may extend so
far beyond the prejudices and comprehension of the
day, as to make them appear ridiculous, or to render
them impracticable. ~ Utopian, they will be called,
according to the proverbial irony applied to Sir T
More’s uncommon work of this description.  Such
theories may have therr effect hereafter, but it may
be the opposite of wisdom to attempt the practice of
them in certain stages of society. On this rock M.
Turgot split. This was foreseen and well under-
stood by Dr. Priestley ; and it is to the credit of his
good sense as well as his moderation, that his advice
and example were evidences of his being thus im-

presseds
Indeed
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Indeed his opinions were in some instances, by no
means coincident with the fashionable extent of re-
publican doctrines. He was friendly to the Senate
of the United States, as being a body more venerable
and respectable than the House of Representatives ¢
he favoured though not septennial which he thought
too long, yet triennial or biennial elections rather than
annual : he preferred the choice of officers to depend
rather on electors chosen by the people, than imme-
diately on the people themselves: and he was an ad.
vocate for a moderate degree of independence in the
representative character ; which he did not approve
of being completely under the controul of popular
irritation.

It is certainly true that some evils arise from too
frequent elections ; but as elections are managed in
this country they are far from being toublesome
though annual ;  certainly less so than if they were
triennial.  'Were electors to be chosen who should
chuse the representatives as they do the president,
doubtless the ignorance of the community would not
be so faithfully represented as it sometimes is on the
present plan; particularly in the state governments ;
but though the experiment may be worth  trying,

and
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and every day’s experience inclines me to think bet-
ter of it, still I should judge, a priori, that there
would be some dahger of the representatives becom-
ing more independent of the people than the good of
the country requires. It certainly is so with the
Senate of the United States, owing to the long period
for which the Senators are chosen. This indepen-
dence induced me formerly to think, that if a suffici
ent number of representatives were chosen promis.
cuously for the same term to supply both hou.
ses, the best Senate (which need not perhaps be
more than a second deliberative body) would
be a number chosen for the session, out of the
whole representation, to form another house or Se.
nate ; in which the proceedings of the House of Re-
presentatives might be reviewed and rediscussed.
Mankind have had so much of independence among
their governors, that the safest course until we better
know how far we can safely trust, may be to err on the
side of controul. But on these points, we can on-
ly judge accurately by means of making the experi-
ment: for government is as much a science of expe-
riment as chemistry ; and it is the business of a
political philosopher to deduce principles from a

close
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close observation of, aud a fair deduction from, past
facts.

On his political conduct under the administration
of Mr. Adams in this country, it is not necessary to
say much. Of that administration, weak, wicked,
and vindictive, what real republican can speak well 2
If Dr. Priestley was hostile to it, his opinions coinci-
dent with an American majority, were forced from
him by the virulence with which he was treated by
writers in this country who were more than suspect-
ed to be in the pay of the British government. It is
enough that whatever he said and did on that
subject, has been sanctioned by the American
people; and he had the satisfaction to live long:
enough to see a government whose theory was in his.
opinion near perfection, administered under the au-
spices of his friend Mr. Jefferson in a manner that
no republican could disapprave. To the end of his
days, this was a source of great satisfaction to him,

| especially as it became more and more evident from
the disorders attendant on the French revolution, that
if the republican system was required to stand the
test of experiment, it was in this country alone, and

under such an administration as he witnessed, that it

stood
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stood any chance of success. At present, the trial
justifies the anxious hopes of its supporters, and
bids fair to establish beyond all doubt, the superiori-
ty of that form of government, on which the political
reformers of modern days have rested their most rea-
sonable expectations, and their fondest hopes.

To the ﬁrst.editic')n of this treatise on civil govern-
ment were annexed Remarks, on Dr. Brown’s propo-
sal for a national code of education : on religious liber-
ty and toleration : and on the progress of civil socie-
ties. In the second edition, all these remarks were
much enlarged ; and he added also, a paper on the
extent of ecclesiastical authority, another on the uti-
lity of establishments, and a third containing remarks
on some positions of Dr. Balguy on church autho-
rity. i

Agzinst a national code of education, he argués
irresistibly, that the science of education is yet in its
infancy ; that the more experiments are made by in-
dividuals interested in their success, the sooner will
it be brought to perfection ; that the various stations
of life require various and corresponding modes of
education ; + that God and nature have placed chil-
dren under the controul of their parents for the early

- years
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years of their lives, and that this parental and filial
intercourse is more valuable to the parties than any
equivalent that society can bestow ; that such a
scheme would tend only to perpetuate and impose on
posterity the ignorance and prejudices of the rulers
of the day : to which he might have added, that such
a code of national education embracing a system of
principles religious, moral, and political, would be no
other than an instrument of ecclesiastical and political
tyranny : we should force upon eur children the in-
tolerance of the priest, and the tyranny of the states-
man, and leave them, mind and body, the tools and
the victims of both these species of detestable oppres-
sion. That some things may be taught to children
in each of these branches of knowledge, as truths to
be received and acted upon until they arrive at those
years of diseretion when they may be able to investi-
gate for themselves, is certainly unavoidable. But it
is equally certain, that since positions are received as
axioms in oneage and country, which are regarded as
impositions in another—since there never has been the
time in Great-Britain for instance when most of the
Jprevailing opinions on these subjects were not de.
monstrably false—~since there isno position on any one

of
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of them that has not been and may not be contested,
an honest and judicious parent, will always so state
to his children his own opinions, as to leave their
understandings in a great degree unfettered, if their
education and future prospects should be such as to
give them the means of investigating for themselves.
During the minority of youth, and ignorance, and
inexperience, the sentiments and the knowledge of
the parent must be communicated to the child, and
become the rule of his opinions and practice ; because
they are evidently accompanied to the child with the
best and most disinterested evidence that the nature
of his situation will permit him to attain. But I
have always felt the honesty and:the cogency of
Locke’s observation in some of his posthumous
works, that the practice of instilling right principles
into children, is no more than taking advantage of
the ignorance and dependence of their situation ;
and imposing on the weakness of their understand-
ings as yet incapable of judging, the errors and prejus
dices of their instructors, as certain and undeniable
truths.

After all the modern publications on education,
the science is even yet in its infancy ; nor has the
VA particular
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particular question just now suggested been suffi-
cicatly considered, and discussed:  One point how-
ever secems to me well established, viz. that all in-
terference on the subject on the part of government,
should be confined to furnishing an easy access for
every member of society, to the means of acquiring
knowledge. Public schools supported at public ex-
pence, and open to all children, male aud female, for
the purpose of learning to read well, to write well, to
attain a knowledge of the principles of Grammar, and
the elements of Arithmetic and Geography, is far e-
nough; it would then be in the power of each mem-
ber of the state to become competent to all common-
fanctions, and to go further if he have the means and
the inclination.  Such a plan would not-detract from
the class of labourers, (as Mandevile* would object)
because as to literary attainment, each would start
on terms of equality, and an acquisition common te
all, weuld rzise none above their fellows. I rejoice
that in the state of Pennsylvania, we have a right to
expect a law extending thus far.-

"The subject of Religious liberty, and Toleration a3

d\.it

® Essay ou Charity, and Charity Schools:
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it is called, and the expediency of Churech Esta-
blishments, are argued by Dr. Priestley, with his
usual force and acuteness ; but it is needless to pur-
sue an analysis of his reasoning on questions which
are clearly settled and ought now to be at rest. The
proper object of a magistrate’s controul, are actions,
not opinions : nor can any two things be more dis-
tinct than what respects our conduct here, and what
respects our conduct in reference to a future state of
existence.  Rulers have forgotten, as Milton ob-
serves, that force upon conscience will warrant force
upon any conscience, and therefore upon the con-
sciences of those who now useit. If I tolerate my
neighbour’s opinions, and he tolerates mine, we are
upon equal terms; but if he should require me to
renounce my own, and to embrace his, under any
penalty whatever, positive or negative, by the inflic.
tion of actual punishment, or the deprivation of
common privilege, he is obviously and indubitably
a tyrant. I can suggest no argument more plain
and self evident than this. Whether a man believes
in one God with the Unitarians, or in one God and
two thirds with the Acians, or in three Gods with
Dr. Horseley and the Trinitarians, or in thirty or

Z2 thirty
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thirty thousand Gods as Varro tells us the heathens
of his day could reckon up, or in no God at all like
the Atheists, under.any of these modes of belief a
man may be a good member of society, and under
all of them men Aave been good members of society :
such a man’s course of life may be just and benevo-
lent; he may pay full obedienee to the laws; he
may be a good father, a good husband, a dutiful son:
his actions, his conduct may be kind, generous and
upright : what more has society to require ? of what
importance are a man’s opinions, if his actions are
those of an honest. man? Is not a life of goed con-

duct with any opinions, better than a life of bad con-

duct with the most orthodox ?* Or of what conse-
quence are good opinions  if they do not produce the:
fruit, of good conduct ? can there be better evidence
of the orthodoxy of a man’s opinions than the up-
rightness of his conduct? Again; it is absurd to

attempt impossibilities : it cannot be the duty of

any

* “Ihaveheard frequent use” (said the late Lord Sandwich, in 2

debate on the Test Laws,) “ of the works orthodoxy and heterodoxy,

but I cenfess myself at a loss to know precisely what they mean.”
Orthodoxy my Lord (said Warburton in a whisper) Orthodoxy, is

ny Doxy: heterodoxy, is apother man’s Doxy.
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any man or set of men to make such an attempt :
it cannot then be the duty of a magistrate, or of the
laws to interfere with opinion, because in the nature
of it, itis incontroulable. The man who holds it,
cannot help holding it. His belief, the convictions
of his mind, are the necessary result of the evidence
by which they are produced and accompanied, and
he cannot help having them. All therefore that the
interference of power can effect, is to make him
profess a falsehood, and declare his belief in what
he does not believe: but the opinion itself, can only

be changed, if at all, by reasoning and reflection.
How much more simple then, how much more
practicable is the system, of regulating a man’s con-
duct, and leaving him to regulate his opinions as he
thinks fit. How competent the one is, to all the
good purposes of soeiety, and how productive has
the other been, of vice, of cruelty and misery in every
country upon earth! for to the system of the magi-
strate’s right to interfere in the regulation of religious
opinions do we owe all the religious wars and perse-
cutions of Pagans against Christians; and Christians
against Pagans, of Papist against Protestant, and
Protestant against Papist——all the proverbial in-
Z3 veteragy
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yeteracy of that species of rancour which has been
denominated (xa] efoxny) the odium t/z.cologz'cum.'
To this system we owe as in England, the exclusion
of good men from offices who will not take a false
oath, or sport witha religious ceremony, in order
that men who will do both without scruple, may be
admitted in their stead: holding out the honours
and emoluments of society as the certain rewards of
mental dishonesty, and palpable blasphemy. How
true is the observation of Dr. Jortin in that inimi-
table preface to his ecclesiastical history? ¢ Men
¢ will compell others, not to think with them, for
¢ that is impossible ; but to say they do, upon which
“ they obtain full leave, not to think or reason at
¢ gall, and this is called Unity : which is somewhat
¢ Jike the behaviour of the Romans, as it is describ-
““ed by a brave country man of ours in Tacitus,
 Ubi solitudinem faciunt, pacem appellant.”
This question of religious liberty is one of those
which the discussions of the last thirty years has
brought complcatly within the view of the pubfic.
The half way defences of the friends of truth on
this subject from Milton to Locke and Hoadley,*

* Perhaps 1am wrong in ranking Milton and Locke among the

half
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and from thence to Priestley, served to draw some
attention to the questions embraced ; but until the
essays appeared, which are new under consideration,
there had been nothing like a full and free discussi-
on of the subject, nothing that reached au jfond.
Dr. Priestley carried the same mode of reasoning,
the same clearness and force, that distinguished his
treatise on civil government, into the observations
on religious 1i’berty and toleration. We had nothing
equal to it before, and I recollect nothing superior
since. It is fortunate for mankind, that the experi-
ence of this ¢ountry has come in aid of the doc-
trines he has advanced, and settled the question by
an appeal to fact, in a manner that carries full con-
viction, and leaves no room for future controversy,
America has shewn, that the interests of religion may
be sufficiently supported, the peace of society effec-
tually preserved, and the progress of society exist in
the most rapid state of improvement hitherto known,

without

half way defenders of religious liberty, a concession that is forced
from me by a recollection: of the excellent treatise on Liberty of
Conscience by Milton, and the still more convincing letters of Locke

te. Limborch.

Z4



376 ArrenDrx, No. 3.

without the dangerous aid of religious tests, or
church establishments, as well as without the need-
less appendages of bishops, nobles, or kings. Whe- .
ther the state of knowledge in England would justi-
fy any attempt at reformation beyon;i the long
sought object of parliamentary reform, isa question
that wise and moderate men may reasonably doubt
about ; here, all doubts on the subject as connected
with the true interest of America, have long vanished ;
and the people rest satisfied with an ‘experiment
which has fixed the theory on a basis too firm to be
shaken, ol

* Dr. Franklin would have had great merit for fabricating that
beautiful chapter on toleration so wel known and so generally ascribed
to him, had he not been a plagiarist in this instance. The passage is to
be found in Taylor’s Liberty of Prophesying Polem. Discourses fol. P
1078. The fable however is of Arabic origin as I strongly suspect

from the following extract of a dedication to the consuls and senate

of Hamburgh of a book whose titleis {375 MW (Shebeth Jehu-
dah) Tribus Judz. Salomonis Fil. Virgz. Complectens varias Cala-
mitates, Martyria, Dispersiones, &c. &c. Judzorum, De Hebrzo
iIl Latinum versa a GEorGIo GENTI_o, clo loo LXXX (1680 )
Dedication p. 3. Illustre tradit nobilissimus autor Sadus, ven-
erandz antiquitatis exemplum, Abrahamum Patriarcham, hospi-
talitatis gloria celebratum, vix sibi felix faustumque credidisse

Dospitix
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hospitium, nisi externum aliqﬁem, tanquam aliquod presidium domj,
excepisset hospitem, quem omni officiorum prosequeretur genere.
Aliquando cum hospitem domi non haberet, foris eum quasiturus
campestria petit, forte virum quendam senectute gravem, itinere fes-
sum, sub arbore recumbentem conspicit, Quem comiter, exceptum
domum hospicem deducit, et omni officio colit. Cum ccnam apposi-
tam Abrahamus et familia ejus a preeibus auspicaretur, Senex manum
~ad cibum protendit, nullo religionis aut pietatis auspicio usus. Que
viso Abrahamus eum ita affatar : Mi Senex, vix decet canitiem tuam;
sine pravia numinis veneratione, cibum sumere. Adquz Senex: ego
Ignicola sum ; istius modi morum ignarus; nestri enim majores
nullem talem me docuere pietatem. Ad quam voeem horrescens
Abrahamus, rem sibi cum ignicold pro profano et a sui numinis cultu
alieno esse, eum a vestigio a cend remotum, ut sui consortii pestem
et religionis hostem domo ejecit. Sed ecce summus Deus Abraha-
mum statim monet, Quid agis Abrahame? Itane vero fecisse te de-
cuit? Ego isti seni quantumvis in me usque ingrato et vitam et victum
centum amplius annos dedi, tu homini nec unam cenam dare, unum-
que eum momentum ferre potes? Qua divind voce monitus, Abraha-
mus senem ex itinere revocatum domum reducit, tantis officiis pieta«
tate et ratione colit, ut suo exemplo ad veri numinis cultu eum per-
_duxerit. Vos quoque Proceres nobilissimi cum pari studio Judeorum
gentem habeatis, laudatissimo more atque exemplo, pietate potius ser-
vare, quam severa disciplind excludere; eos tanquam perditas

Christi gviculas colligere quam dissipare mavultis.

APPEN-
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Of Dr. Priestley's Miscellaneous Writings.

THESE consist principally of his Grammar and
Lectures on the Theory of Language, his Lectures
on Oratory and Criticism, and those on General His-
tory and Civil Policy.

The Grammar was first published in 1761. A
month after the second edition of it, Dr. Lowth’s
Grammar came out.  The third and last edition of
Dr. Priestley’s was in 1772. I do not observe any
peculiarity in this work., It seems like all Dr.
Pricstie 7s writings and compilations, sensible, plain,
and int-'oible.  Dr. Lowth had at that time more
reputaton in the world than Dr. Priestley ; his lec-
tures de sacra poesi Hebreeorum, having deservedly
procured him the respect of the literary part of the
public. His grammar thercfore secms to have inter-
fered with the circulation of Dr. Priestley’s.

The Lectures on the Theory of Language and
Universal Grammar were printed at W, arrington in
1762 in one volume duodecimo. I believe though

printed and delivered to the students, it was never

fu lly
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fully published ;% I shall therefore give an account
of the subjects treated in this small work, more at
length, than if the treatise itself had been generally
known.
The first lecture after the introduction is on Arzi-
“culation, or the power of modulating the voice. This
is peculiar, as Dr. Priestley thinks, to the human spe-
cies. Brute animals, emit sounds, and varieties of
sound, the effect and expression of passions and
sensations ; they have also gestures to make known
their wants and feelings : but the superior capability
of the organs of speech is perhaps the most impor-
tant characteristic of humanity. Those articulati-
ons he observes are preferred which occasion the
least difficulty to the speaker. Very antient lan-
guages like the Hebrew, Arabic, Welsh and even the
Greek, abound with harsh articulations which are
gradu allyb changed. t

Lecture

* They are mentioned however with approbation by the writer of
all others best able to judge of their merit. Sce note to Epea Ptero-

enta 75.

+ Dr. Darwin in his notes to the Temple of Nature has some ingeni-

eus remarks on the articulation of alphabctical sounds.
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Lecture 2d.  On the origin of Letters. The
¢ransition from speaking to writing, is so difficult as
to lead some persons like Dr. Hartley to have re-
course to supernatural interposition to account for
it.* Robertson’s Comparison of Alphabets makes
it probable that all the known ones have been origi-
nally derived from the Hebrew or Samaritan. Dr.
Priestley’s opinion is that the rude attempts of our
earliest forefathers, were improved partly by attention

and

* Dr. William Scot the Civilian, who was semetime Professor of’
History at Oxford, in his introductory lecture, urged the impossibili-
ty of language itself being originally acquired by human effort, and
thence inferred the necessity of recurring to the theory of miraculous
interposition. But suppesing the still greater difficulty of a man first
appearing in a state of manhood, there would be no doubt in my opi-
nion of the gradual acquisition of a collection of significant sounds, if
there were another human creature to whom they might be addressed.

Gilbert Wakefield in an ¢ Essay on the origin of Alphabetical Cha-
racters” in the second volume of the Manchester Transactions is of
opinion that language and alphabet too, are to be attributed in their
origin to divine communication, and are not by any means explicable
on the theory of gradual improvement. I have no objections to intro«
duce 2 miracle when we cannot do without it, but I cannot see the
Dignus vindice nodus in the present case. Mr. Harvey’s Essay on
the English Alphabet in the first part of the fourth volume of the

same transactions is worth a perusal.



Mi1scELLANEOUS WORKS. 381

and partly by chance until alphabets were invented.
Moreover the imperfection of all alphabets argues
that they are not the produce of divine skill: had
such a one been revealed, it would certainly have
established itself by its ma: _est excellence.

Lecture 3d.  Of Hieroglyphics, Chinese €Charac-
ters, and different Alphabets. Alphabets as they
now appear, were not the first attempts at expressing
ideas in writing. Picture-writing, or the rough
draught of the things meant to be expressed preceded
Hieroglyphics which were a contraction of picture-
writi‘ng. The Chinese letters seem to be a still far-
ther contraction of Hieroglyphics.*  All these seem

to

* ¢ That there was however a relation between the real Egyptian
¢ Hieroglyphics and the Chinese Characters, De Guignes, so well
¢ versed in the literature of China, undertook to evince ; and actually
“ composed a work to shew that each of the 214 keys or elements
“ correspond to Egyptian Hieroglyphics, that they were of the same
“ shape and signification, and consequently were identified (see M. de
¢ Hauteraye’s Alphabets in the French Encyclopzdia, and Hist. de
¢ 1’ Acad. des Inscrip. V. 34.) This work thus announced in 1766,
* has never appeared, but remained only a system (as M. de Haute-
“ raye asserts,) with its author, who died but a few months ago (1801.)
¢ Hager’s Ch. Ch. 38.”

There
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to have preceded the methodical arrangement of al-
phabets. In picture-writing, abstract ideas would
be expressed by Metaphors, as eternity by a serpent
biting his tail : impossibility by two fect standing on
water, and soon. 'The mode of contraction may be
illustrated thus; suppose two swaords cross wise re-
present a battle, two cross strokes may be used in
lieu of the more perfect delineation.  Arbitrary cha-
racters would also be introduced to express ideas, as
we use the numerals from one to ten. Of arbitrary

characters-

There is much curious remarks collected by Dr. Hager in his
magnificent bock on the Chinese Character : it seems to me also to
have the merit of being the finest specimen of printing extant. But
Hager’s remarks ought to be perused subject to the criticisms of that
very acute and judicious traveller Mr. Barrow. Sce his travels in
China, Chap. VI.

Dr. Priestley’s opinion seems to be the same with Warburton’s who
(Div. Leg. L. 4. § 4.) calls the Chinese Character the runninghand of
Hieroglyphics. The Chinese Characters including synonimes arc
reckoned at 80,000. A knowledge of 10,000 how.ever, suffices to
read the best books in each Dynasty. Hag. Ch. Ch. 49. Thé Chij-+
nese language is monosyllabic, and consists of 214 keys or elements

. and but 350 words. The ]a.panese (quite unlike it) is polysyllabic,
and contains many more. Ib. 54.

Warburtow’s Essay on Hieroglyphics is deserving of the character

which Condillac givesit. Essaisur orig. des Corn, V. 1. Ch. 13.
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tharacters the Chinese writing is said to be fuil,
These have maltiplied so exceedingly that it takes a
man in that country half his life to learn to read the
necessary books; hence improvement isat a stop

there.®
The most antient Alph:bets are those of the eas-
tern Languages.i The Phenician, Hebrew, and
Syriac or Samaritan had the same origin. The de-
rivation of the Greek from these is very evident;
the similarity of the letters being easily traced. Cad-
anus is said to have brought the knowledge of letters
from Phenicéa. 'The order of letters in the Greek
Alphabet proves the same thing. The chasms aris-
ing from the rejection of such Hebrew letters as the
Greeks

* The same remark will apply to the Mexican Hieroglyphics and
. Characters; for it appears from Clavigero that they had advanced into
Characters, and as he thinks as far as the Chinese. But the state of
improvement in the two countries, affords no countenance to this opi-
nion. Dr. Hager says there is no similarity between their characters.
Ch. Ch. 46.  Dr. Priestley’s observation is confirmed by ch. VI. of
Barrow’s travels.
t The Dr. does not seem to have becn aware of the Alphabets of
Adam, Enoch and Seth, published at Nuremburgh Hersel. Synop.
univ. philos. norimb. 1841 ! Hager’s ch. ch. 30.
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Greeks had no sounds to, were afterwards filled up
by Palamedes and Simonides.*

The Latin was nearly the same with the Greek,
before the last additions made to it, retaining ‘the F
of the /Eolians, and the aspirate H of the Pelasgi.
"The Greeks denoted all their numbers by the same
letters as the Hebrews, and to make their Alphabet
tally with the Hebrew for this purpose, they filled

up

* The want of alphabet among the Chinese is a curious point of
discrimination between them and the other eastern nations. Whe-
ther India or China has the highest claims to literary antiquity is not yet
fully settled. The following instances of coincidence arc as curious al"
those noticed by Dr. Priestley. ¢ The same division of the Zodiar,
¥ among the Grecks and Romaps as among the Chinese : the same
“ number and order of the planets; their application to the same days
‘¢ of the week as among the Romans are circumstances that could
“ hardly be accidental.” Dr.Hager Ch. Ch.p. XVII. from Mem. des
Mission de Pekin V.1 p. 381.

But coincidence is a dubious ground to rest any theory upon, unless
the argument from induction be very full. We may perhaps allow
Major Vallancey and Sir Laurence Parléns to have est:;blished the
identity of the Irish and Carthaginianlanguages, but the coincidences
of Mr. Bryant will not class much higher than t.hose offered between
the Welsh and the Greek ingome of the early volumes of the monthly
Magazine. They are cyrions and ingenious; but they lead to no

conglusion.




MiscerraNEoUs WoRKs. 385

up all the remaining chasms in their old Alphabet
with real Hebrew letters. It is further probable that
the antient Greeks in imitation of the Phenicians
wrote from right to left, and then from left to right,
and so on alternately : this method was called Bouspo-
@490y from its resemblance to plowing : this was be-
fore it was fixed in the method in which at length
they, and after them all the nations of Europe, have
used it, viz. from left to right, without variation.
The Chinese and Japanese whose language is not
alphabetical, write in neither direction.*

The remaining part of the lecture consists of re-
marks on vowels and accents, and the history of their

use

* The Chinese, Japanese, and Mantchou Tartars write perpendicu-
larly ; de haut en bas. Dr. Hager 57. But the Chinese as well ag
the Egyptians formerly wrote horizontally as well as perpendicularly.
1b. 45. ;

The British museum contains two Japanese books in alphabetic
Jetters. Harl. Mss. 7330 and 7331. Hag. 59. The people of Corea
also use alphabetic characters. Ib.

Dr. Pr'iestley’s observations on the gradual improvement of the
heroglyphic into the alphabetic character, are coincident with those
of Dr. Hager; and are verificd by the fact, that the most antient Chi-

mese characters ave, and are called, images, forms. 1Ib. 44.

Ard
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use and application, together with misccllaneous
remarks, which though curious and interesting, do
not admit of abridgment.

Lecture 4th. ‘Of the general distribution of words
into classes. In this Lecture Dr. Priestley traces
the probabie operations of the mind, in distributing
and noting nouns, whether of individual things, or of
abstract ideas, and adjectives or epithets; thence
into articles, verbs, &c. The fine discovery of
Horne Tooke, that the class of words usually deemed
nsignificant of themselves, sre not so, butare in
fact resolveable into verbs or participles, or nouns,
was not then known.* It were to be wished the
Dector had revised these lectures and made use of
the truly original remarks of Mr. Tooke. With
Mr. Harris, he considers (p. 142) particles as having
no meaning of themselves. Yet in another place he
seems to have an idea of the same kind with Mr.

Tooke’s. ¢ The names of things, or qualities, are

“ called

* Dr. Beddoes seems to think that although :Mr. Tooke has full
claim to the discovery, something of the general theory has been

stated by the Leyden Professors, Hemsterhuls Lennep, ‘Scheid, &c

Observ. on demonstr. Evid. p. 5: * And (but sabsequently to the Let-

ter to Dunning) by M. Volvoison.
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¢ called substantives and adjectives. 'The substitutes
 of these are pronouns.  Their coincidence or
*¢ agreement is expressed by verds. The relations of
¢ words by prepositions, and of sentences by conjunc-
% tions. ADVERBs are contracted farms of speech,
“ which may be anmalized into words belonging o
% other classes.”” Pronouns he considers chiefly as
adjectives. '

From the fourth to the ninth Lecture, the remarks
though apparently just and calculated to explain and
illustrate his subject by references to the coinciden-
cés and discriminations of other languages, particu-
larly the Hebrew, Greek, Latin and French, are too

technical to be dwelt on in this brief review.

His ninth Lecture is on adverbs, prepositions, con-
Jjunctions, &c.  Adverbs he says are chiefly contracti-
‘ons for other words, and often for whole sentences, a
position which the Epea pteroenta has sufficient-
ly confirmed.

He quotes occasionally with implied respect the
Hermes of Mr. Harris; a book then much in vogue,
and bepraised without stint or consideration by Dr,

- Lowth and others. It may indeed be amusing from
the learned friﬂing, and strange absurdities where-
Aa2 with
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with it abounds; had the author given us a little
good sense in licu of a great deal of Greck reference, it
would have beenbetter worth reading ; butit has now
attained its proper rank among the literature of the
age. According to Mr, Harris, adverbs are attribu~
tives of attributives !

The latter part of this Lecture is on Dialects, and
contains so ingenious, and to me so novel an account
of their origin, from the circumstances of the depen-
dence or independence of the countries wherein they
obtained, that I am tempted to transcribe the pas«
sage.

¢ When a language was spoken by several inde.
pendent cities or states, that had no very free com-
munication with one another, and before the use of
letters was so generally diffused as to fix the modes
of it, it was impossible, not only to prevent the
same words being pronounced with different tones
of voice (like the English and Scotch pronunciation)
but even the number and nature of the syllables
would be greatly altered when the ori ginal root re-
mained the same; and even quite diflerent words.
would be introduced in different places. And when,

upon the introduction of letters, men endeavoured

to
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to express their sounds in writing, they would,
of course, write their words with the same varieties
in letters. ‘These different modes of speaking and
writing a language, originally the same, have obtained
the name of DrarEcrs, and are most of all conspi-
cuous in the Greek tongue, thus eyw I, was, by the
Attics, frequently pronounced eywye; by the Dori-
ans sywy and eywyye; and by the BEoTIANS cwya
and ewyya.’”

¢ All these different modes of speaking, like all
other modes, might have grown into disrepute, and,

by degrees out of use, giving place to one as a stand-

ard, had particular circumstances contributed to re-
commendand enforce it ; but, in Greece, every sepa-
rate community looking upon itself as in no respect
inferior to its neighboﬁrs in point of antiquity, digni-
ty, intelligence, or any other qualification ; and being
constantly rivals for power, wealth, and influence,
would no more submit to receive the laws of language
from another than the laws of government : rather,
upon the introduction of letters and learning, they
would vye with each other in embellishing and re-
commending their own dialects, and thereby perpe-
tuate those different modes of speech.”

Aal “ On
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"¢ On the other hand, in a eountry where all that
spoke the language had one head, all writers, ambiti-
ous to draw the attention of the leading men in the
state, would studiously throw aside the particulaz
forms of speaking they might happen to have been
brought up in, and conform to that of their superiors
by this means dialects, though used in conversation,
would hardly ever be introduced into writing ; and
the written language would be capable of being re.
duced very nearly to a perfect uniformity.”>

“ For this reason the language of Greece, though
spoken at first within a very small extent of country,
yet by a number of independent cities, had no com-
~ mon standard ; and books now extant in it differ so
widely in their forms of expression, that the most
accurate skill in some of them, will not enable a man
thoroughly to understand others. Let any person
after reading Homer or Hesiod take up Theocrituse
Wherezs, in the Lazin, though written in very dis.
tant parts of the vast Roman empire, dialects are un.
known. However differently Remans might speak,
there are no more differences in their writings than
the different genius, abilities, and views of diffe.

rent
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rent men will always occasion. The Patavinity
of Livy is not to be perceived.”

¢ When a language had been spoken by different
mations a considerable time Before the introduction
of letters and learning, the variations in the forms of
speech would grow too considerable ta form only
different dialects of the same language ; when reduc-
ed to writing they would form what are called siszer-
languages, analogous in their structure, and having
many words in common. Thus the Hebrew and
Chaldaic or Syriac with perhaps other eastern lan.
guages, might have been originally the same. On
the other hand, the English and Scotch, had the
kingdoms continued separate, might have been
distinet languages, having two different standards of
writing.”’

- The 10th Lecture is o the Derivation and Coni-
position of words, on Syntax, and on Transition.

The 11th is omvthe Concatenation of Sentences, and
the transposition of werds. The following obser-
vations among others on. the first of these subjects.
appear to be werth transcribing.

¢ Now the method of learning and. using a lan-
guage that is formed must be analogous to the me-
Aai4 thod:
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thod of its formation at first. ~ Short and unconnect-
ed sentences would be sufficient for the most press-
ing and necessary occasions of human life, of men
acquainted with but a few objects, and only the most
obvious qualities of those objects: As human life
improved, 2s men became acquainted with a greater
variety and multiplicity of objects, and new relations
were perceived to subsist among them, they would
find themselves under a necessity of inventing new
terms to express them. As their growing experi-
ence and observation would furnish them with a
greater stock of ideas to communicate, and subjects
to consult and converse about, their endeavours to
express their new conceptions of things would lead
them, by degrees, and after repeated trials, into every
requisite form of transiticn, for the purpose of con-
nected discourse, either of the historical, or argu-
mentative kind.”

¢“ But, as we find that persons who have not learned
to read and write are in a great measure incapable of
a connected discourse, and even persons who are ac-
customed to read and converse with ease are seldom
able, at first, to.put their thoughts together in writing
witl tolerable propricty ; it isnot easy to conceive,

that
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that the language of any people, before the introdue-
tion of letters, should be otherwise than very incohe-
rent and unconnected : and that their first attempts
to write would want that variety, accuracy and ele-
gance of contexture, which their late con positions
would acquire.”

« Hence the striking simplicity of style in the books
of the old testament ; perhaps the most ancient wri-
tings in the world:  The history of Moses how difte-
rent from that of LZivy, and T/Jucydédes ; or even of
Cesar, Sallust, and Xenophon. The moral discour-
ses of Solomon, how different from those of Plato,
Cicero and Sencca ; for though much time had elaps-
ed from Moses to Solomon ; yet the Hebrew nation,
not having been addicted to letters in that interval,
their language had received little or no improve-
ment.”

“ Even the writers of the new testament, having
been chiefly conversant with the ancient Fewish wri-
ters, and their education having given them no leisure
to attend to the refinements of style, have generally
adopted the simple unconnected style of their fore-
fathers, both in their narration and reasoning. I
shall give one instance of this.  John the evangelist

n
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in giving an account of a _conversation that passed
between Fohn the baptist, and the Fews; instead of
carrying on the narration in his own person, as an
historian, and giving the questions and answers such
a form as was proper to make them incorporate with
his own account of them (a turn quite familiar to o-
ther writers) he reports the words just as they were
spoken, notwithstanding the speeches were too short,
to make it in the least necessary or expedient to set
down the whele by way of formal dialogue.”

“Johnl. 19. Andithisis the record of Foln, when
the Jews semt Priests and Levites from JERUSALEM
20 ask him Who art thou? And he confessed, and
denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ.
And they asked him, What then art thou? Elas?
and he said I am not, = Art thou the prophet? and
he answered no.” :

¢ This conversation a writer used to composition
would rather have related in a more connected man-
ner, as follows. Then the Fews sent Priests and
Levites from Ferusalem to ask him who he was,
and he confessed he was not the Christ: T, hey asked
kim if he were Elias, but he said he was not, if },c.,

were that prophet, but he answered no.”’

“” UPOn
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_ « Upon' these pririciples we may perhaps be able
to give a more complete solution:than hath hitherto
been given of a paradox in the history ofletters : viz.
Why, generally, the first regular compositions of any
people should be in wverse, rather thanin prose. One
reason, no doubt, was that, antecedent to the use of
letters, verse was much more proper than prose in
compositions that were designed to perpetuate the
memory of remarkable transactions and events, as
deviations from the original would be made with
more difficulty, and corrupted passages restored with
more ease : But, additional to this, we may perhaps
affirm with truth, that the concatenation of sentences
is not so intricate in verse, as in prose. Not unfre-
quently the neglect ofregular transitions is esteemed
graceful in verse and the old poems here referred to,

as the Delphic Oracles, &'c. where the sense was ge- .
‘nerally compleated-in a line; or a shert stanza, requir-
ed very little art er variety of connexion. How
much more elaborate in point of transition and conca«
tenation of sentences is even the history of Herodotus
than the poems of Homer, many parts of which are

historical.”

Lecture 12th.  On the growth and corruption of
Langua-
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Languages. All lénguages whether antient or mo-
dern, are subject to growth, improvement, and de-
cline, as well as to many intermediate fluctuations.
The causes of these are extraneous, and no internal
structure of the language can prevent these changes.
They wiil arrive at their acmé sooner, and be more
perfect and copious in propertion as the people are
more literary, more mercantile and enterprizing : for
such a people having more ideas will require more
words to express them. Hence the superiority of
the Greek to the Hebrew. At this stage the decline:
of the language usually commences.

“ The progress of human life in general is froms
poverty to riches, and from riches to luxury, and
ruin+ in Architecture structures have always been at
first heavy, and inconvenient, then useful and orna-
mental, and lastly, real propriety and magnificence:
have been lost in superfluous decorations.  Qur very:
dress is at first plain and aukward, then easy and ele-
gant, and lastly downright fantastical. Stages of a
similar nature may be observed in the progress of alk
human arts; and language, being liable to the same:
influences, hath undergone the same changes..

Whenever a langnage hath emerged from its first

rough
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rough state of nature, and hath acquired a sufficient
copia of sigaificant and harmonious terms, arbitrary
and whimsical ideas of excellence have been supers
added to those which werc natural and becoming, tilt
at length the latter have been intirely sacrificed to the
former.”

These observations he illustrates by a short his-
tory of the revolutions of the Roman language.

Dr. Priestley seems to think that there is a period
when the language of a nation will no longer admit of
improvement, viz. when power and influence abroad,
and arts, science and liberty at home, have arrived at
their greatest height.  But when has this been ? And
who can say when it will ever be ? It is tobe hoped,
never. He thinks one entire century favourable to
the polite arts, will suffice to bring any language to
its perfection : and that the English was fixed in the
reign of Queen Anne, But this has certainly not
been the case with the English language, which Mr,
Godwin has fully shewn to have been hitherto pro-
gressive ; contrary to the opinion of most writers
before him., Lnguirer.

The rest Qf this lecture copsists of observations

on Academies ; on the Analogy, and on the Standard
of Languages.
The
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The 13th and 14th are on the complex structure of
the Greek and Latm Languages. These discourses
will not readily admit of analysis, and I do not ob-
serve any passage sufficiently striking to introduce it
here, excepting the following extract whichcloses the
14th lecture.

“ But the present ltalian, Frenck and Spanish
tongues, most probably, took their rise from the im-
perfect attempts of barbarous nations to speak the
Roman Tongue, and particularly in the provinces;
and that, long before the dissolution of the Roman
empire by the irruption of the northern nations.’’

¢ If we consider the Grammar of those languages
with attention and compare them with the Latin, we
may almost see the very manner in which they were
produced. Foreign nations, in attempting to speak
Latin, could not avoid imitating the principal tenses
of their verbs: accordingly we can plaialy discern
the form of them in their present languages. When
people who had not the advantage of a regular and
perfect instruction endeavoured to speak in Latin,
they would naturally think of nothing but of render-
ing the words of their own tongue literally into it;
and when nations of the Teuzonic original had render-

ed
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ed into some sort of Latin, or retained, their own ar-
ticles, casual prepositions, and auxiliary words
(which, being fundamental in their own language,
would be the last things they would part with, and
indeed what they could have no idea of their being
able to do without) they would find that more in-
flections were unnecessary. 'The Roman soldiers,
who formed the colonies, being no great masters of
the language, would make no great difficulty of
leaning to this barbareus manner of speaking it. It
eonfirms this conjecture, that the presént Ttalian,
French and Spanish tongues were originally called
Roman, in opposition to the native languages of those

who spoke them.”
“Greece being continually open to the inroads of the
Italians, Qermans, French, and other northern Euro-
peans ; particularly about the time of the Croisades,
the Greek language admitted a good deal of the idiom
of the northern tongues in the same manner : though,
from the forementioned internal causes, it had lost
a great number of its inflections before ; as was most
observable about the time of the emperor Fustinian,
and this change had begun so early as the translation
of the seatof theempire from Rome to Constantinople.”
In
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In the modern Greek, we see almost a literal trans-
lation of some of the Teutonic auxiliary verbs into
Greek, in ey for had, and Seaw for will; which of
course supplanted a great part of their former variety

‘oftenses ; for the modern Greeks say eiyer ypoader 1
had written, ey [paale thou hadst written, &c. Zeaos
feealiss T will write, Seacrg Jpoaler Thou wilt write, &e:
and to supply the place of moods, tbey have evidently
translated their own forms of expressing the modes of
affirmation into Greek particles, which they have pre-
fixed to the common inflections.”

Lecture 15th.  Of the revolutions of Language,
and of Translations. 'When nations are coﬁquered,
it has generally been the case that the conquered na-
tions especially if dispersed, loses its language; as
was the case with the Jews after the Babylonish irrup.-
‘tion and captivity. Thus the English gains ground
on the Irish, the Erse, and the Welch; and the French
on the Britannoise.  If the conquerors mix with the
inhabitants of the conquered countries in great num-
bers, the Lnguages will be mixed, or new ones
formed ; as the Italian, Spanish, &e. from the Ro-
man. Where the conquered nation had arrived at

considerable eminence in arts and literature, the lan-

guage
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guage of the conquered country will be adopted a-

" mong the better informed classes of the conquerors,
as the Greek language prevailed among the literati
at Rome: for the knowledge possessed by the
Greeks, must have been sought after by means of
the language in which it was written and preserved.
On these principleé the Latin language seems to be
adopted by the learned of Europe.* 'The second
part consists of general remarks on the mode and
use of translating.

Lecture 16th.  Of Metrical Compositions. ““ The
first verses (like the rudiments of all other arts) were
probably made by chance. The harmony of words,
at first casually placed in metrical order, would en-
gage the attention. The pleasing sensation accom-
panying it would excite mankind, when they were
first at leisure toattend to their language, to consider

the

* On these two principles combined, it may be well explained, how
the English language comes to be a mixture of Saxon (the original) of
Danish and Norman French, (forced into practice by the conquerors)
of Latin and a small portion of Greek, voluntarily adopted by the lite-
rary class, and gradually incorporated with colloquial forms of ex-

pression. T 5

Bh
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theé nature and manner of it; from whence the tran-
sition to imitation is universally natural.”

“ When verse became tolerably familiar and easy,
and before the art of writing was invented, it would
soon be perceived to be an excellent vehicle to con-
vey the knowledge of past transactions to posterity ;
since verses are easily committed to memory, and the
regularity of the measure helps to prevent mistakes
in-the repetition. Thus, in time, would most nati-
ons become stocked with traditional poems, serving
for memorials of remarkable transactions; of which
those relating to their Gods and Heroes would be
repeated, and sung in their honour, at their festivals.
For.the invention of Musick and Poetry hath, in all
nations, been nearly eotemporary ; and there have al-
ways been methods-of adapting the one to the other.
The simple pronunciation of the ancients being
:slow and raised, must of itself have been musical.”

“¢ Things being in this situation, it is natural to
suppose, that the first things men would think of
committing to writing (after the art was invented by
them, or communicated to them) would be these
poems ; and it might be some time before they would

think of making use of the art for g any .other purpose,

Accord.
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Accordingly, we find in history, that, in most nati;
ons, poems were the first compositions that were
committed to writing, and that, the art of prose-writ=
‘ing was subsequent to it.  Sir Jsaac Newton (I'sup-
pose upon the autherity of Strabo) says that the Greeks
wrote nothing in prose before the conquest of Asia

by Cyrus, about which time Pherecydes Scyrius, and

Cadmus Milesius introduced writing in prose.”

The following remarks on the metre of the anti- .
ents, in the application of music to poetry appear to
be just. 4 , :

 All the harmony that the Antients ever attempted
to give their langﬁage, arose from the proper disposi-
tion of the syllables according to their guantity, as di-
vided into /ong and s/ort ; two short syllables requir.
ing the time of one longone. To exemplify this,
take the following verses of Virgil.” '

Tityre, tu patulz recubens sub tegmine fagi

Sylvestrem tenui musam meditaris avena.

* Allthe harmony of these verses consists in the pro-
per disposition’of' the long and short syllables. And,
according to the more elaixbrate pfonunciation of the
ancients, the difference in the 1,eng;h of syllables
would be more observable than it is ‘with us. This

Bb2 regard
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regard to quantity did not in the least interfere with
the raising or depressing of the voice, which they
called Aocent.”

¢« On the contrary, according to-onr method of pro-
niunciation, it is impossible to distinguish the quanti.
ty and accent. 'We pronounice every syllable with
equal rapidity, except one syllable in every word,
which we pronounce with more force than the rest;
which, doth, in some measi]re, of necessity, occasion
a protraction of the sound. It is the regular fall of
this accent that constitutes the principal part of the
harmony of ell LEuropean verses, as in the following
in English.” |

Say why was man so eminently raised

Amid the vast creation, why ordained

Through life and death to dart his piercing eye,

With thoughts beyond the limits of his frame ?

¢ Besides this another kind of harmony hath been
introduced into most modern languages; which is
the similarity of sound at the close of the verses,
called RAyme. The following have this kind of
harmony.”

Know then this truth (enough for man to know)

Virtue alone is 'happiness below.

The
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The only point where human bliss stands still,,

And tastes the good without the fall toill =

Where only merit constant pay receiifes,‘

Is blest in what it takes and what it gives.

PorE.

¢ The principle therefore, or source of harmony, in:
ancient and modern poetry, is totallr different: the
former arises intirely from quantity, the latter from
the accent; and sometimes. accent in. conjunction.
with rhymé.”‘

¢ For this reason the ancient poetry was, of the:
two, the better adapted: to musiék 3 which is regus-
lated. chiefly by time ;- and perhaps the just pronunci-
ation of verses, according to the natural length. of the:
syllables (with.a peculiar raised tone of voice, and'
such variations with regard toacuteand grave as that
manner of speaking would naturally throw the voice:
into) might be that in which the principal’ part of
ancient vocal music consisted: ' Whereas, in modern-
music, (unless a long nots Be' contrived: to receive
the accent through the whole verse, whichis seldom:
done, except in some few songs) vur poetry hath no
more than. an arbitrary. connection with our music,
and prose suits it quite as well :. but to sing prose

Bb3 would:
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would have been reckoned very absurd among the
Ancients, it being a thing that was never thought of
or attempted by them.”” ’
¢« Qur music, indeed, may be contrived to cor-
respond, in general, to the sentiment and passion ex.
pressed ina poem: for as the verses may be of a di-
verting or mournful nature, the music may likewise,
'upon the whole, tend to inspire mirth or melancholy;
but the particular words of the poem have still no
real connection with the particular strains of the mu.
sic. How often do we sce, in very good musical
compositions, where words are subjoined, the most
expressive and important strains in the music to fall
upon very trifling words in the poem. And do wc
not generally sing the same notes to every stanza of
anode; notwithstanding that the variation of the sen.
timent, and the different disposition of the emphatical
‘words in the line, seem to require a proportionable
change in the notes that are sung with it: yet so ar-
bitrary and general is the connexion between our
music and our poetry, that the absurdity is not per-
ceived.”
“ Modern languages, and English in particular,

do not admit of the measures of ancient poetry; be-

cause
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cause the distinction of our syllables into long and
short is not sufficiently apparent. ~According to the
rules of ancient versification, too great a number of
them would be long. On the other hand, the least
tendency to rhyme was condemned as vicious in an-
cient poetry ; till, in some late centuries, when the
ancient pronunciation of the Latin was forgotten,
some monks composed Latin verses in rhyme, but
without any regard to the quantity. One of them is
said to have turned the whole Fneid of Virgil into
thyme.” P! :

¢ As the rules of versification do necessarily con-
fine a writer in the choice of his words, poets, in all
languages, take liberties which are net allowed to
prose writers:  This is called the licentia paetica, and
makes the language of verse differ considerably from
that of prose.  In the Jzalian tongue this is very ob-
servable : for instance, anima, in that language /e
soul, in prose ; when, in verse, it is changed into
alma.”?

There have been attempts at introducing the
Sapphic measure into the English language, by
Watts, and Southey; and Collins’s metrical odeto the

evening has found some imitators, and I think I re-

Bha collect
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collect some arythmic hexameters, but rhyme com-
bined with metre seems most natural to the language.
Whether the ingenious author of ¢ Metronariston >’
has not far over.rated the pleasure to be obtained
from his method of reading the Greek and Latin po-
ets, can hardly be judged of, but by submitting the
experiment to the ear. ~ How the antients pronounc-
ed their words or even their letters we cannot now
tell, and therefore I shall not be able to join in opini-
on with Dr. Priestley in a passage to be quoted pre-
sently, that the Greeks did not pronounce certain
characters as the moderns do.  Dr. Parnell’s imitati-
on of a part of Pope’s Rape of the Lock may serve as
a favourable specimen of the effect of monkish rhyme
(rhyme intermixed with Hexameter measure) on the
ear; and the anacreontic of Walter de Mapes, pre-
served in Cambden’s Remains, and partly translated
by Huddisford, affords a tolerable example of ano-
ther variety of Latin rhyme; but without affording
at the same time, any temptation whatever to pursue
the practice.

The 17th Lecture consists of Observations on the
different properties of Language. The perfection
of a Language, consists principally in haying a suf.

ficient
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ficient copia of words, in the absence of ambiguity,
and in a pleasing, not harsh or grating pronunciation.

On these three points of excellence he enlarges.
The copiousness of a Language, depends chiefly on
the state of improvement among the people that use
it. Butthis is relative, for some people may be im-
proved in one, and another in other respects. Thus
people like the Greeks who cultivate poetry and ora-
(tory to a high degree, are likely to have their lan-
‘guage abound in synonimous and nearly synonimous
terms ; whereas a nation cultivating the arts and
sciences extensively, will of course require terms’
appropriate to new objects’and combinations. Thus
the number of words in the English Language is
not greater than in the Greek.

Ainbiguity may arise from the same word having
more ideas annexed to it than one. And from want
of means to ‘ascertain the relations of words to each
other.

The harshness of a Language, does not absolute-
ly depend on the mere proportion of consonants to
vowels, but more on their arrangements : thus the
words szrand, blind, do not sound harsh at least to an
English ear. Neither do the words, zkat, then,

thread,
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thread, &c. although our neighbours complain so
much of the #%; were they to learn the use of it,
the complaint would cease. ¢ The Hebrew, Ara-
¢ bic, and other Eastern Tongues, are thought very
“ sweet and melodious in the countries where they
¢ are or have been spoken, and yet they abound with
¢ gutturals and aspirates, which are in their own na-
“ ture, the most difficult and violent articulations
¢¢ that the human voice is capable of. In the Greek,
¢ frequent use is made of +; (answering to N in He-
“ brew); also of Jand ¢ (noneof which were pro-
“nounced by the Antients as we now pronounce
¢ them) and yet all people think the Greck to have
“‘ been a very harmonious musical Language.”
Itis certainly within the compass of possibility,
that the Grecks did ot pronounce these characters as
we do; but I should be glad to know how the Doc-
tor became acquainted with this fact? or how it can
be ascertained? I have not here the opportunity of

consulting Mekerchus, or Beza, or Vossius,* or

Lipsius,

* Adolphus Mekerchus, de veteri et recta pronuntiatione Linguz
Gracz. Fossius de poematum Cantu.  Beza de veteri et Germana
pronuntiatione Linguz Gracz. - Lipsivs de recta prontntiatione

Enguz Latinz; dedicated to Sir P. Sydney.
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‘Lipsius, or the Accentus redivivi, or any of the nu.-
merous Greek Philologists, but I see not how any
man can be certain of this, who did not live in the
days of the antients as well as in those of the mo-
derns : especially as the Greeks and Latins offer
no Rhyme to guide our conjectares. I remember
a conversation between Dr. Johnson and Mr. Dagge
during an interval in the performance of Horace’s
carmen seculare, when set to music by Pnilidor,
and performed under his and Baretti’s direction,
The subject was, the proper method of pronouncing
the Latin language. Johnson. ¢ Sir, thisisa ques-
tion that cannot be settled in this day; no modern
can have heard the antients speak ; therefore no mo-
dern can tell how the antients spake.  One man may
instruct another in proper diction by example, but
the instruction must be addressed to the ear, not to
the understanding ; written precept is insufficient.
All we can do in the present case is to conjecture,
and of conjectures we are bound by the most proba-
ble. That the pronunciation of the Latin would be
‘modified and altered by the intermixture of barbari-
ans who overturned the Roman empire is ceftain :

‘bytin what instances and to what degree is uncer-

tain,
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tain. Tt is probable that the immediate descend-
ants of the Romans would be more likely to pros-
nounce the Roman language with propriety,. than:
foreign nations.  Itis probable that persons living in:
the same climate, and on the same spot, would be:
more apt to fall into the pronunciation which.a Ro.-
man would adopt, than any forcigner; for the natu-.
ral causes that affect pronunciation, would be com-
mon to the antient and the medern inhabitant of the-:
same place. For these reasons, 1 incline to think
that the Italians have the chance of being more¢ cor..
rect than any other nation. Another observaion
occurs to me, which though it will not decide the
question, will serve to illustrate the arguments F
have employed. When Virgil describes the Cy-..
clops as forging the arms of Alneas, he uses lan-
guage evidently meant to convey a correspondence:
of the sound to the sense.
Illi inter sese, magna vi, brachia tellunt,
Innumerum : versantque tenaci forcipe ferrum..

Pronounce this passage like an Englishman, and’
thie beauty almost vanishes: pronounce it like an-
Italian, and it must be felt.”

Tthink with Johnson, that descendency and simi-

larity
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larity of climate, though not conclusive evidences in
favour of right pronunciation, as we know they are
not either with respect to the modern Romans, or
modern Greeks, are yet much stronger than any
other people can adduce: and where one mode of
pronunciation is universally adopted, it has a higher
degree of probability in its favour than any other
can pretend to.

Dr. Priestley proceeds to remark that whether a
language is harshor not, must be judged of from
the dest writers in it: for there may be more differ-
ence between two writers in this respeet than be-
tween two languages.

Also, that the real structure of an harmonious lan~
guage must admit of any words or numbers of words
to succeed each other with ease as if they were one
word. - Hence there must not be too many conso-
nants thrown together at the beginnings and endings
of words : else they will impede facility of pronun.
ciation. Having made these preliminary observati-
ons, he proceeds in the 18th Lecture to a Compari.
son of different Languages.

In this Lecture he briefly considers the character-
istic differences of the Hebrew and the Greck lar-

guages,
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guages, adding some short remarks on the Latin,
Fi'ench, Italian, Spanish and German languages.
The first part in particular is interesting, brief as it:
is : but the plan of this account will hardly author-
ize the transcribing of it here.

The 19th Lecture is on the origin, use, and cessati-
on of the Diversity of Languages.

The present diversity of languages is ‘the necessa-
ry cffect of the new wants and new situations in whick
mankind would gradually find themselves. There
must have been a first or original language: this
the Scriptures teach. But that language consisting)
of few words, and of few inflections because few.
would be needed, could easily be altered so much as
to become a different thing from what it was original-
ly. This is far more probable than any miraculous
interference at the building of Babel. The difficul-
ty of conceiving how languages should be so numer-
ous and so different, rests upon the supposition that
the primitive language was copious and perfect;
but suppose it no more so than was necessary to
primitive wants, the difficulty no longer remains.

Observations succeed on the utility of different
languages, and the necessity of attending to the con.;

struction
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struction of more than one, by these who wish ac-
curately to understand their own. '

On a Philosophical Language: Sketch of Dr.
Wallis’s* plan. Doubts whether a distribution of
of things and characters into classes, can be manag-
ed sufficiently well, in the present state of know-
ledge : whenever the present diversity of languages
has sufficiently answered all the beneficial pu'rposes>
for which it was ‘ordained or permitted : whether the '
theory of languages itself as an abstract science, be
sufficiently advanced, to enable us to ‘frame a philo-
sophical language and character, that will answer the
proposed ends. But he thinks, that when the pre-
sent diversity has continued solong as to be functa
officio, it will gradually bring in the necessity of such
a language as has been proposed.

The volume closes with a list of the books he
made use of, viz. the Grammars of Messieurs de
Port Royal. - Harris’s Hermes. - Bayley’s Introduc-
tion to Language, Robertsons method of reading

Hebrew.

This is a misprint for Wilkins, Dr. Walligs Grammar - and his
Dissertation de Loquela seu Sonorum formatione is curious, and ap-

pears to have been practically appligable to the teaching of deaf per-
spns to speak.
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Hebrew. Hartley on man. Du Fresnés Glossary
of modern Greek. - Reland’s Miscellaneous Dissert.
Richards’s Welch Grammar and Dictionary. Wil
king’s Essay toward a real Character and Philoso-
phical Language. Brerewood on Language, and
Sharpe’s two Dissertations on Language.

. Had he revised these Lectures, with the advan.
tage (in addition to much more reading and re-
flection) of Mr. Horne Tooke’s labours, and the
books referred to by him, and some few others easi-
ly obtained, they would have been well worth the
attention of the public in such an ifnproVed state :
as they are, I know of no treatise so well adapted te
the purposes for which it was composed and com-
piled.

1 have been the more diffuse on this work of Dr.
Priestley because it doesnot appearto have been much
known beyond the circle of his students. The print-
ed copy he kept by him, has spaces left for the Greek
and Hebrew quotations which he has inserted in his
own hand writing, with a few corrections and additi-
ons in short hand. Indeed he has mentioned in the
prefixed advertisement, that if these Lectures should
happen to fallinto other hands than those for whom

they
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they were intended, they must only be.regarded as
the heads of discourses to be enlarged upon by the
Lecturer at the time of delivery.

The Lectures on Oratory and Criticism, and the
Lectures on General History and Civil Policy, of
which last a new edition has lately been published in
‘two volumes, at Philadelphia, are too weil known to
require to be enlarged upon. In the former the only
peculiarity seems to be the adoption of Hartley’s
Theory of Association to explainand illustrate many
of the subjects treated; to which no doubt that theory
is well fitted.

The Lectures on History and Civil Policy have
been so well received by the public, and they treat of
subjects so important, and contain such a mass of in-
formation, that they must long remain a stock-book to
the student.

In the last edition of these Lectures, the Dr. has in-
serted a new chapter on the constitution of the United
States (chap. 43) in which among other observations
he has introduced the following.

_ “To this view of the constitution of the United
States I shall take the liberty to subjoin a hint of what
appears to me to be of particular importance as a

Cec : maxim
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masxini of policy in the presenit staté of the country in
general, though I have enlarged upon it on another
‘occasion, it is not to favour one ¢lass of the citizens
more than another by any measure of government,
especially the merchant more than the farmer.”

“ Their employments are equally useful to the
«country, and therefore they are equally entitled to
attention and protection, but not one more than the
other.” ;

“¢ If the merchant will risk his property at sea, let
him eulculate that risk, and abide by the consequence
ofit, as the husbandman must do with respect to the
seed that he commits to the earth; and let not the
country consider itself as under any obligation to in-
demnify one for his risks and losses any more than
the other, especially as, in the case of the merchant,
it might be the cause of a war with foreign states, If
there should be danger from the depredations of pri-
vateers, or ships of war of any other kind, let the mer.
chants have the power of defending their property,
and let them and the-insurers indemnify themselves,
as they always will do, by the advanced price of their
goods, but in no other way whatever, If in defend.

ing themselves they offend other nations, let them be

given
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given up to punishment as pirates. If the risk of a
national quarrel be manifest, let the trade be proht-
bited.”

¢ If the expence of fitting out fleets for the protecs
tion of any branch of commerce exceeds the advanta-
ges that arise to the country from that commerce,
there cannot be any wisdom in prosecuting it. In
that case let that branch of commerce bé abandoned;
aad it may be depended upon that the country will
not long be in want of any valuable commodity with
which the merchants of other countries can supply it,
and that the competmon will prevent the price from
bccommg cxorbxtant »

“ Neo proper merc/mmizse, or the peculiar advan-
tage ofit, would be lost by this means; but only that
particular branch of indu stry and gain called the ¢a-
rying trade, which would'be left to other nations that
could carry it on to mote advantage; while the ex.
change of commodfties, that of the articles that the
country can spale, for those that it wants, would be
the same as before ; and the capltal that had been em-
ployed in the carrying frade mlght be employed to
more advantage some otlier \;’ay, of which the hold-
ers will be the best judges.” -

Cc2 This
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« This important subject, he has treated more at
Jength in a paper published in the ¢ Awrora > sign-
«ed.a Quaker in politics, which is subjoined to this
Appendix. Liagfl) W
-This subject was afterwards treaﬁéd somewhat
more systematically by Mr. Cooper in a paper.pub-
lished among his Essays, and the same general ideas
have been. advanced by Arthur Young, Esquire.
It would be well for the rising generation of this con-
tinent, if the momentous question 'so discussed, were
.as fuliy considered by our legislators and statesmen
‘as its importance deserves.
1 believe the Chart of Blography, isan mventlon
to which Dr. Priestley hasthe sole claim, and a beau-
 tiful specimen it is, of the .aid which r_nemoxjy may
derive from mechanical contrivancc. Dxf. Gray’s
Memoria technica, though ingenious, is still a great
exertion.on the memory, from the number of harsh
and arbitrary sou nds of which the verses according to
his plan  must neccssarxly be ccmposcd and the
Mmissing or mxstake of a single letter is fatal to the re-
ﬂpxre_d accuracy. In this map, a glance of the eye
takes in not only the period of life of the person who
is the object of enquiry, but that of all his cotempo-

Taries,
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raries, 'This chart has had tolérablé success: anew
and improved edition of it has'becn engraven. in-this
country : but it iSnot yet so general an article of fur
niture in a literary room, as it desérves to be. !

The Chart of History, is an improvement by Dr.
Priestley on a French plan of the same kind, and is
doubtless of great use ds exhibiting- at one view a
number of the most important getieral facts of history
in connexion with each other, and as suggesting ma-
ny reflections which would not so obviously otcur
on the perusal of history in detail.  Ttisalso very
conyenient as an historical compend for occasional
reference.

The general idea of these charts has been since a-
dopted and applied with great ‘ingenuity by Mr
Playfair to the rise and progress of national debt, and
I believe of national import and export. It might
be extended to many other objects of statistic impor-
tance, and suggest reflections at a small expenee of
labour, which might never arise in any other way.

One of the last papers written by Dr. Priestley and
which seems to belong to the miscellaneous class of
his writings was a letter to Dr. Wistar in reply to
Dr. Darwin’s observations on Spontaneous Vitality.

” e ¢« sty
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Dr. Darwin had made use 6f Dr. Priestley’s expe-
riments on the confervu_fontinalis, a green matter pro.
duced on stagnant water, as favourable to the hypo-
thesis of equivocal generation ; whereas Dr. Priest-
ley who was always of opinion that if a mite could
be thus produced, so also might a mammoth or a
man, deemed thifs revival of an exploded hypothesis
a direct introduction to Atheism. :

Certain it is, that if we argue from facts that we do
know, to similar facts with which we are not so well
acquainted, a mode of philosophizing undoubtedly
legitimate, the preponderance of probability is against
the notion revived by Dr. Darwin.*  Still however
many facts concerning the generation of the smaller
amimals as insects and animalcules are so perfectly
anomalous, as in the case of the Aphis and we know
so little on.this subject asit respects this whole class

of organized beings, that our analogies drawn from

the

T 1 do not recollect any “late author of credit who has leaned to
‘the doctrine of ‘equivpeal generation beside Darwin, except Mr.
Bazyley in his Morbid. Anatomy : nor do I wonder that Mushrooms,
Hydortids, and all the tribe of worms that géneratc in the viscera of
the larger animals should suggest, for a while, some doubts of the

waere moders and popular hypothesis.
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the production of the more perfect when applied to
the less perfect orders of animal life, as the earth
worm, the polypi, the nydra, the millepes and the
whole class of Zoophytes, that room may still be left
for reasonable doubt. Rousseau very properly ob-
serves that a philosopher has frequent occasion to
say Fignoré but very rarely c’est impossible. I do
not see the cerzain tendency of this opinion to athe-
ism, for this property of spontaneous production may
have been originally communicated under certain cir.
cumstances aswellas any of the other properties of or.
ganized or unorganized matter ; and the one and the
other may be equally necessary parts of the pre-esta.
blished order of things. But if it do lead to Athe-
ism, what then? There can be no crime in follow-
ing truth wherever it lead, and I think we have su fi-
cient reason upon the whole to believe, that the result
of truth mustbe more beneficial to mankind than
error.  Nor can I see how the belief of no God can
be more detrimental to sodiéty or render a man less
fit as a citizen than the-belief of the thirty thousand

Gods of the Pagans,* or the equal absurdities of tri-

~

* I belicve the learned ‘mystic and pagan of modern days, Mr.

Taylor is in oral deportment a pattern to his Christian compeers.

; Wig
Cc4
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nitaiian orthedoxy. It is very dubious whether the
practice (the profane practice I might safely say) of

resorting

Who would not prefer the dispositions of this man, as far as they are
known, to the sneering, sarcastic, the insolent and the intolerani:
Bishop of Rochester ? I cannot suspect this Hierarchist of having
perused either the Phado of Plato in the original or the commentary
of Olympiodorus, especially since his parade of Zuicker, whose
works it is highly probable he had never seen. But I cannot help
suspecting he had seen the following quotation from the commentator
above mentioned, which I produce for the amuscment of the readet
2s proper companion to the Bishop’s notion of the origin of Jesus
Christ, the second Person in the Trinity. In his charge to the Cler-

gygo‘f;:ﬁt. Albans, the then Archdeacon (a Saint in erape; but twice

a Saintin Lawn!) says, p. §5.  The sense of Athenagoras is, that-

¢ the personal existence of a divine logos is implied in the very idea
¢ of 2 God. And the argument ‘rests' on a principal which was com-
 mon to all the platonic fathers, and seemed to be founded in Scrip-
< ture, that the existence of -the Son flows necessarily from the f;:ltiler’c
“ contemplation of his own. perfections. But as the Father ever was,
¢ h's perfections have ever beel;, and his intéllect has been ever ac-
¢ tive. But perfec.tions which have ever been, the ever active intel-

¢ Ject must ever have contemplated, and the contemplation which

¢ has ever been must ever have been accompanied with its just éﬂ"eqt, ¥

¢ the personal existence of the Son.”
Admirable logiciaﬁ ! how clearly does this explanation unfold ‘all
the mysterious process of God the Father begetting.God the Son,

who it is to be presumed in some similar fit of contemplation Legat

God
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resorting on all occasions to oaths, has done more
good than harm: and if society cannot offer withimn
itself sufficient sanctions of reward and punis_hmer:t,

by

God the Holy Ghost! What a pity these platonic Trinitarians should
stop so soon? for the same means would doubtless have furnished us
with deities in abundance. The Pagans had 30,000 Gods, why should
the Christians content themselves with three ? ;

This passage I long deemed unique, until I perused the Dissex-
TATION oN THE ELBUSINIAN axp Baccric Mysteries, which
can acknoWledge no author but Mr. Taylor. From many pages
eéually instructive. I copy the following translation of Olympiodo-
xus, who beautifully observes, (says Mr. Taylor,) * That these four
¢ governments obscurely signify the different gradations of virtues;
#¢ according to which our soul contains the symbols of all the virtues
*¢ both theoretical and cathartical, political and ethical ; for it either
i enex;g'izes according to the theoretic virtues, the paradigm of
“ which is the Government of Heaven, that we may begin from on

“high; and on this' account Heaven receives- its denomination

¢ wape Tov]e avew opay from beholding the things above ; or
¢ it lives’ cathartically, the exemplar of which is the Saturhian
* Kiﬁgdom: and on this account Saturn is denomipated, from being
“ a pure intellect through a survey of himself; and hence he is said to
“ devour his own offspring, signifying the conversion of himself .to
*¢ himself : or it energizes according to the politic virtues; the s)’in'-
“ bol of which is the government of Jupiter, and hence Jupiter is tiie
“ Demiurgus, so called from operating about second natures,

“ g, &e.
1 be.
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by positive institutions, and the still stronger influ-
ence of public sentiment and common interest, very
litile can be added in reality, by a recourse to the
terms of eternal damnation. However well found=d
and useful the doctrine of a future state may be, it
eertainly was no part of the sanction proposed by the
antient legislators, Dr. Sykes in his examination of
Warburton’s paradoxes shews this, with respect to
the laws of Zaleucus, Charondas and Cicero, as

well as those of Triptolemus, Draco, Solon, Lycur-
; gus and Numa. :

The modern and more acccrate notions respecting
matter, imperfect as they yet are and probably ever
will be, favour the opinions of Dr. Darwin much
“more than the old doctrines on this subject. Matter
is no longer treated of as the sluggish inert substance
it was heretofore considered. “Whatever be the sub-
stratum of its propertics, we know those properties

to

¥ believe I may have alluded elsewhere to this theory of divine ge-
neration propounded by the Reverend Bishop, but .the subject of the
present section forced this precious pair of parallel passazes irresis~
tibly on my fancy, 1 must plead with the poet.

To laugh, were want of Goodness and of Grace,

But to be grave, ezceeds all powers of face.
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to be highly, perpetually, and essentially active : ens
tering continually into new combinations, and never
for a moment permitting any aggregation organized
or unorganized tocontinue precisely the same as at
any given previous portion of time. Nor can the
probability be denied, that there is a zisus to im-
provement in all organized beings, at least where
that organization is attended with the slightest portion
of volition, and the power of voluntary effort.

By these observations however I by no means wish
to be understood as defending the doctrine of Equi-
vocal Generation, which Dr. Darwin’s ingenuity has
again introduced to the notice of the philosophical
world.  But though the balance of probability may
be on the side of the more fashionable opinion,l I
cannot help thinking that a candid observer may even
yet be allowed to doubt.

Dr. Darwin seems to think that Dr. Priestley’s
green matter could not arise from seeds diffused
'fhrough the air but must be generated in the water
wherein it is observed. To ascertain this, Dr.
Priestley, [(who believed that all the parts of
the plant or the animal pre-exist in the embryo

and are merely extended, not formed anew by

nutri.
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nutrition) on the 1st of July 1803 placed‘in the open
air several jars of pump water, two of them covered
with olive oil, one in a phial with a ground glass
stopper, one with a loose tin cover, and the rest with
the surface of the water exposed to the atmosphere ;
and having found that the addition of vegetable mat-
ter aided the production of the conferva, he put twenty
grains of sliced potatoe into each of the large vessels,
and ten.grains into each of the smaller. Into each
of two very large decanters, the mouths of which
were narrow, he put fifty grains: one of these had
oil on the surface and the other none. ~ He also filicd
a large phial with the same water, and inverted it ia
a vessel of mercury. In about a week the wide.
mouthed open vessel began to ave green matter and
the large decanter with a narrow mouth had the same
appearance in three weeks.. On the 1st of August
the yessel which had a loose  tin cover extending.
about half an inch below its edge, began to shew a,
slight tinge of green; and on the 1st of September
the phial with a ground stopper (but which did not
fit exactly) began to have green matter, but none of
the vessels that were covered with oil;, or had the
mouth inverted in mercury shewed any such appear-

ance.
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ance. On the 11th of September having waited as
he thought long enough, he put an end to the ex
" riment, ; , fal

- Here then the access of air was evidently necessary
to the production of this green matter, and in the
stopt decanter, the seed must have insinuated itself
through a very small interstice, and in the decanter
covered with a tin cover, it must have ascended and
then descended into the water. These facts Dr.
Priestley regards as hostile to the hypothesis adopted
* by Dr. Darwin.

- For the other observations on this subject which
Dr. Priestley makes in his letter to Dr. Wistar, the
reader must be referred to the 6th volume of the
American Transactions, wherein it is, or will be
printed.

1 confess (pace tanti viri) that these experiments
do not appear to me to be conclusive, The access
of air seems almost universally necessary as 2 stimu-
lus to animal life in the cases which we are well ac-
quainted with, though some of the insect tribe seem
to furnish .exceptions. The oxygenated arterial
blood is evidently conveyed to the infant by the um-
bilical vessels and placenta: nor do we know decid-

edly
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edly of any animal or plant that can live without ac.
cess of air. No wonder therefore that the same
might be the case with the plant in question. The
subject deserves more consideration by means of di-
rect experiment than has yet been given it.

As to the opinion to which Dr. Priestley seems to
incline in common with Haller and Bonnet and Spalan«
zani, that the original seed contained the embryons
of all future plants, and that our first mother Eve bore
in her ovaria every individual of the human race, like
anest of boxes in a turner’s shop, one within the o=
ther (Emboitement as Bonnet calls it) I cannot think
it will' maintain its ground. = To suppose that five
or six hundred thousand millions of human crea-
tures were thus pent up all perfect and ready formed,
in the small compass assigned for their reception in
the first female parent, is so pregnant with absurdity,
that the relations of Bishop Pontoppidan are as the
axioms of Euclid toit. I have not seen Blumenbach’s
work on generation, nor do I know whether the con-

Jerva fontinalis on which he experimented, was the
green vegetable matter of Dr. Priestley. I agree
however to the ridicule which he throws on this Sys-

tem in the extract which Dr. Willich has given
(Lect.
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(Lect. p. 376 ed. Boston) and I think his plastic 7.
sus is sufficiently near to the spontaneous vitality of
Dr. Darwin to class these philosophers together so
far as the present subject is concerned.

Tnxr
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TrE FOLLOWING

FUGITIVE PIECES BY Dr. PRIESTLEY

Are deemed sufficiently interesting to be preser'oed
and as two of them have hitherto been published
only in a Newspaper or a Magazine, they are in-
serted here as properly belonging to the class of his
Miscellancous works. The paper concerning Mr.
Burke, was prepared by Dr. Priestley for the Press
but a few days before his death, and has not hither-

to appeared in print.

MAXIMS OF POLITICAL ARITHMETIC,

Applied 1o the case of the United States of America,
Jfirst published in the Aurora, February 26 and 27,
1798. ( By a 2uaker in Politics.)

AN idea of the true interests of any country is per-
haps most easily formed by supposing it to be the
property of one person, who would naturally wish to
derive the greatest advantage from it, and who would
therefore, lay cut his capital in such a manneras to
make it the most productive tohim. An attention to

the separate and discordant intetests of different clas-

S€s
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ses of men, is apt to distract the mind : but when all
the people are considered as members of one family,
who can be disposed of, and employed, as the head
of it shall direct, for the common benefit; that cause
of embarrassment is removed.

To derive the greatest advantage from any country

it will be necessary that attention be paid, in the first
place, to the wants of nature, and to raise from it, in
the greatest quantity and perfection, such producti-
ons as are necessary to feed and clothe the inhabitants,
and to provide them with habitations, in order to
guard them against the inclemency of the weather ;
and after this such as are of use to their more com-
fortable accommodation, and the supply of artificial
wants.

If any country be completely insulated, or cut off
from all communicatian with other countries, it will
be necessary to raise all those articles within itself’;
but when a communication is opened with other
countries, the proprietor will do well to give his whole
attention to those productions which his own coun-
try can best yield, and exchange the surplus for such
articles as other countries can bettér supply him with.
For by that means, his labour wiil be employed to the

Dd most
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most advantage. If, for example, it would employ
him a month to go through all the processes which
are necessary to make a piece of cloth, when the ef-
fect of the labour of a week in his husbandry would
enable him to purchase that cloth, it will be better
for him to confine himself to his husbandry, and buy
his cloth ; besides that, not making it his sole busi-
ness, he would not, withany labour, make it so well.
And now that 4 communication by sca with all
parts of the world is so well established, that it may
be depended upon that whatever any country wants
another can supply it with, to the advantage of both,
this exchange may be made with httl¢ interruption,
even by war.

Commerce consists in the exchange of the commo-
dities of one country for those of another; and as
this, like any other business, will be performed to the
most advantage by persons who give their whole at-
tention to it, and who are called merchanss, it will be
most convenient, in general, that this be done by
them, rather than by those who employ themselves
_ in raising the produce. The business of conveying
the produce of one country to another is a different
thing from merchandise. Those who employ ships.

for
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for this purpose, are paid for their trouble by the
freight of their vessels, while the merchant subsists
from what he gains by the exchange of commodi-
ties.

What is generally termed active commerce is that
which is carried on by the natives of any country in
ships of their own, conveying their produce to other
countries, and bringing back theirs in return; and
that is called passive commerce which is carried on at
home, people of other countries bringing their com-
modities, and taking back what they want in ex-
change for them. The quantity of proper com-
merce, or merchandize, is the same in both these
cases. All the difference consists in the employment
given to the carriers, and the shipping, of the different
countries.

While the communication with other countries by
sea is open, it cannot be for the interest of any coun-
try, either to impose duties on goods brought into it,
or to give bounties on those that are exported : be-
cause, by both these means, ‘the people are made to
pay more than they otherwise would do for the same
benefit. In both cases the price of the goods must
be advanced. He who pays the duty will be refund-

Dd2 ed
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ed at least, by the persons who purchase the comma-
dity, and the bounty to the vender must be paid by
a tax on allthe inhabitants.’

It is, no doubt, the interest of any particular class
of persons to extend their business, and thereby in-
erease theif gains. But if their fellow citizens pay
more in the advanced price of what they purchase
than their gain amounts to, the community isaloser; -
and if it be equal, one class is made to contribute to
the maintenance of another, when all have an equal
natural right to the fruits of their own labour.

For the same reason, if, on any account, the con-
veyance of goods from one country to another be at-
tended with more loss than gain, the person in whose
hands was the property of the whole would disconti-
nue that branch of business, and employ his capita}
in some other way, orrather let it remain unproduc-
tive then employ it to a certain loss, e

"These maxims appear to me to be incontrevertible
in the abstract. . What then may be learned fromy
them with respect to this country, situated as it now

s 2

Without enquiring into the cause, which s no part

of my object, it is a fact, that the conveyance of

goods,
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goods, or the carrying trade of this country, which
has generally been taken up by the merchants, though
it is no necessary branch of their business, is peculi-
arly hazardous, and of course expellsi\fé. This ex-
pence the country at large must pay, in the advanced
price of the goods purchased. In this state of things
it has also been found necessary 1o send ambassa-
dorsto distant countries, in order to remove the sup-
posed cause of the difficulty, which is attended with
another expence. It has likewise been thought ne-
cessary to build ships of war for the purpose of pro-
tecting this carrying trade; and if this be done to
any effect it must he attended with much mcre ex.
pence.

I do not pretend to be able to calculate the expence
occastoned by any of these circumstances; but the
amoufit of all the three, viz. the additional price, to
the carrier to indemnify him for his risque, the ex-
pence of ambassadars, and that of fitting out ships of
war, ¥ cannot help thinking must be much more
than ail the profit that ean be derived from the carry-
ing trade ; and if so, a person who had the absolute
eommand of all the shipping, and all the capital, of
the country, would see it te be his interest to lay up

Dds3 his
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his ships for the present, and make some other use of
his capital. And as the greatest part of the country
is as yet uncleared, and there is a great want of roads,
bridges and canals, the use of which would suffici-
ently repay him for any sums laid out upon them,
and they would not fail to contribute to the improve-
ment of the country, which Isuppose to be his estate,
he would naturally lay out his superfluous capital on
these great objects. The expence of building one
man of war would suffice to make a bridge over a
river of considerable extent, and (which ought to be
a serious consideration) the morals of labourers are
much better preserved than those of seamen; and
especially those of soldiers.

Another great advantage attending this conduct is,
that the country would be in no danger of quarrel-
ling with any of its neighbours, and thereby the ha-
zard of war, which is necessarily attended with incal-
culable evils, physical and meral, would be avoid-
ed. To make this case easier to myself, I would
consider injuries done by other nations, in the same
light as losses by hurricanes or earthquakes; and
without indulging any resentment, I would repair the
damage as well as I could. T would not be angry

where
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where anger could answer no good end.  If one nati-
on affront another, the people would do best to take
it patiently, and content themselves with making re-
monstrances. There is the -truest dignity in this
conduct ; and unprovoked injuries would not often
be repeated, at the injurious nation would soon find
that it gained neither credit not advantage by such be-
haviour. _

This is the case with independent individuals, and
why should it be otherwise with independent nations ?
Rash and hasty men, standing on what they fancy to
be /iomour, are ever quarrelling, and doing themselves,
as well as others, infinitely more mischief than could
possibly arise from behaving with christian meekness
and forbearance. ~ In fact, they act like children, who
have no command of their passions, and not like men,
governed by reason.  In this calculation, peace of
mind, which is preserved by the meek, and lost by
the quarrelsome, is a very important article.

It will be said, that merchants, having no other
occupation than that of sending goods to foreign
conntries, by which their own is benefited, have a
#ight to the protection of their country. But what
is the 7ule of righs in this, or any other case 2 It must

Dd4 he
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be regulated by a regard to the good of the whole;

and if the country receive more injury than benefit by
any branch of business, it ought to be discontinued ;
and those who engage in any business, should lay
their account with the risque to which it is exposed,
as much as the farmer with the risque of bad seasens,
for which his country makes him no indemnification,
though his employment is as beneficial to it as that
of the merchant.

If, therefore, in these circumstances of extraordi-
nary hazard, any person will send his goods to sea, it
should be at his own risque : and the country, which
receives more injury than advantage from it, ‘and
whose peace is endangered by it, should not indem-
nify him forany loss. Let him, however, be fully
apprised of this; and ifhe will persist in doing as he
has done, the consequence is to himself, and his
country is not implicated in it.

"This is a country which wants nothing but peace,
and an attention to its natural advantages, to make
it most flourishing and respectable : and wanting the-
manufactures of other countries, its friendship will
be courted by them all, on account of the advantage

they will derive {from an intercourse with it.  Other

countries
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_countries being fully peopled, the inhabitants #ust ap-
ply to manufactures ; and where can they find such a
market as this must necessarily be ? And on account
of the rivalship and competition which there will be
among them, the people of this country cannot fail to
be served in the cheapest manner by them all* This
will be independent of all their politics, with which
this country has nothing to do. Butif, by endea-
vouring to rival any of them in naval power (which
will only resemble the frog in the fable endeavouring
to swell itself to the size of the ox) it excites their
jealousy, and this country should join any one of
them against any other, it will certainly not only lose
the advantage it might derive from the trade of that
country, but pay dearly for its folly, by the evils of a
state of warfare.

What seems to be more particularly impolitic in
this country, as ill suiting the state of it, is the duty
on the importation of books, which are so much want-
ed, and which even great encouragement could not
produce here. Is it atall probable that such works
as the Greek and Latin classics, those of the christian
Fathers, the Polyglott Bible, the Philosophical
Transactions, or the members of the Academy of

Sciences,
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Seiences, &c. &c. will, in the time of our great grand
children be printed in the United States? and yet
there is a heavy duty on their importation ; and for
every printer, or maker of paper for printing, there
are, no doubt, several thousand purchasers of books,
all of whom are taxed for their advantage. In these
circumstances, it were surely better to have more cul-
tivators of the ground, and fewer printers.

When I see at what expence ambassadors are sent
to foreign and distant countries, with which this
country has little or no intercourse ; and when it is
very problematical whether in any case, they have
not done more harm than good, and think what solid
advantage might be derived from halfthe expence in
sending out men of science for the purpose of
purchasing works of literature and philosophi-
cal instruments, of which all the universities and
colleges of this country are most disgracefully desti-
tute ; and that the expence of one of the three fri-
gates would have supplied all of them with telescopes
equal to that of Dr. Herschell, and other philosophi-
cal instruments in the same great style, to the im-
mortal honour of any administration, I lament that

the progress of naticnal wisdom should be so slow,

and
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and that our country profits so little by the experi-
ence and the folly of otliers. The Chinese -never
had resident ambassadors in any country, and what
country has flourished more than China ?

A foreigner travelling in the interior part of this
eountry, and finding the want of roads, bridges and
inns, wonders that things of such manifest utility
should not have more attention paid to them, when he
sees that great sums are raised and expended on ob-
jects, the use of which is at best very doubtful. And
men of letters coming to reside here, find their hands
tied up. Books of literature are not to be had, and
philosophical instruments can neither be made nor
purchased. Every thing of the kind must be had
from Europe, and pay a duty en importation.

But all this may be short sighted speculation ; and
it may be, nay I doubt not it is, better for the world
at large, that this progress should not be so rapid;
that a long state of infancy, childhood and folly,
should precede that of manhood and true wisdom ;
and that vices, which will spring up in all countries,
are better checked by the calamities of war- than by
reason and philosophy.

It may be the wise plan’ of Providence, by means

o of
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of the folly of man, to involve this country in the
vortex of European politics, and the misery of Eu-
pean wars; and to prevent the importation of the
means of knowledge till a better use would be made
of them. Nations make flower advances in wisdom
than individual men, in some proportion to their
longer duration. But what they acquire at a greater
expence, they retain better; so that, I doubt not,
there is much wisdom in this part of the general con-
stitution of things. ’

A stranger is apt to wonder that political animosi-
ty should have got to so great a height inr this coun-
try, when all were so lately united in their contest
with a commonenemy ; and that their enmity, which

sunot be of long standing, should be as inveterate
as in the oldest countries, where parties have sub-
sisted time immemorial.  But it may be the desigﬁf
of Providence, by this means, to divide this widely
extended country into smaller States, which shall be
at war with each other, that by their common suffer.
ings their common vices may be corrected, and thus
lay a fowhdation for the solid acquisition of wisdom ;
which will be more valued in consequence of having

been more dearly bought in some future age.

Divided
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Divided as the people ‘of this country are, some in
favour of France, and others of England, I should
not much wonder, if the decision of the government
in favour of either of them should be the cause of a
civilwar. But even this, the most calamitous of all
events, would promote a greater agitation of men’s
minds, and be a more eftectual check to the progress
of luxury, vice, and folly, than any other mode of
discipline, and at the same time that it will evince the
folly of man, may display the wisdom of Him who
ruleth in the kingdoms of men, and who appoints for
all nations such governments, and such governors,
as their state, and that of other countries connected
with them, really requires. Pharach occupied as
important a station in the plan of Divine Providence,
as king David, though called @ man after God’s own
heart.  For his wise and excellent purposes, the onc
was as necessary as the other.

Many lives, no doubt, will be. lost in war, civil o
foreign ; but men must die; and if the destruction
of one generation be the means of producing another
which shall be wiser and better, the good will ex-
cced the evil, great as it may be, and greatly to be
deplored, as all cvils ought to be.

A stran-



446 APPENDIX, No. 4.

A stranger naturally expects to find a greater sim-
plicity - of manners, and more virtue, in this ncw
country, as it is called, than in the old ones. But a
nearer acquaintance with it, will convinee him, .t'mt,
considering how easily subsistence is procured here,
and consequently how few incitements there are to
the vices of the lower classes especially, there is less
virtuc as well as less knowledge, than in most of
the countries of Europe. In many parts of the U-
nited States there is also less religion, at least of a
rational and useful kind. And where there is no
sense of religion, no fear of God, or respect to a fu-
ture state, there will be no good morals that can be
depended upon. Laws may restrain the excesses of

.vicc, but they cannot impart the principles of vir~:
tue.

Infidelity has made great progress in France,
through all the continent of FEurope, and also in
England; but I much question whether it be not
as great in America ; and the want of information in
the people at large, makes thousands of them the
dupes of sach shallow writings as those of Mr:
Paine, and the French unbelievers, several of which

aré translated and published here; and cither

through
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through want of knowledge, or of zeal, littlle or no-
thing is done by the friends of Revelation, to stop
the baneful torrent.

All this, however, 1 doubt not, will appear to have
been ultimately for the best. Let temperate and
wise men forwarn the country of its danger, and, as
they are in duty bound, endeavour to prevent, or al-
leviate, evils of every kind. Their conduct will
meet the approbation of the great Governor of the
universe; and, in all events, He, whose will no fo-
reign power can control, being the true and benevo-
lent parent of all the the human race, will provide
for the happiness of his offspring in the most effectu-
al manner, though, to our imperfect understanding,
the steps which lead to it be incomprehensible. We
must not do evil that good may come, because our
understanding is finite, and therefore we cannot be
sure that the good we intend will come. But the
Divine Being, whose {oresight is unerring, continu-
ally acts upon that maxim, and, as we see, to the
greatest advantage,

7o
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7 the Editor of the Monthly Magazine.
Brrg

I HAVE just read in the Monthly Review, voli
36, p. 357, that the late Mr. Pennant said of Dr«
Franklin, that, ¢ living under the protection of our
mild government, he was secretly playing the incens
diary, and too successfully inflaming the minds of
our fellow-subjects in America, until that great exs
plosion happened, which for ever disunited us from
our once happy colonies.”

As it is in my power, as far as my testimony will
be regarded, to refute this charge, I think it due to
our friendship to doit. It is probable that no per-
son now living was better acquainted with Drs
Franklin and his sentiments on all subjects of impor=
tance, than myself, for several years before the Ame-
rican war, I think I knew him as well as one man
can generally know another. At that time I spent
the winters in London, in the family of the Marquis
of Landsdown, and few days passed without my see«
ing more or less of Dr. Franklin; and the last day
that he passed in England, having given out that he
should depart the day before, we spent together,
without any interruption, from morning until night.

Now~
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Now he was so far from wishing for a rupture
with the colonies, that he did more than most men
would have done to prevent it. His constant advice
to his countrymen, he always said, was *to bear
every thing from England, however unjust;” say-
iag, that ¢ it could not last long, as they would soon
outgrow all their hardships.”  On thisaccount Dr.
Price, who then corresponded with some of the prin-
cipal persons in America, said, he began to be very
unpopular there. He always said, *If there must
be a war, it will be a war of ten years, and I shall
not live to see the end of it.” This I have heard
him say many times.

It was at his request, enforced by that of Dr. Fo-
thergil, that I wrote an anonymous pamphlet, calcu-
lated to shew the injustice and impolicy of a war with
the Colonies, previous to the meeting of a new Par-
liament. As I then lived at Leeds, he corrected the
press himself; and, to a passage in which I lament-
ed the attempt to establish arbitrary power in so
large a part of the British Empire, he added the fol-
lowing clause, ¢ To the immihent hazard of our
most valuable commerce, and of that national
strength, security, and felicity, which depend en

union and on liberty,”
Ee The
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The unity of the British Empire in all its parts
was a favourite idea of his. He used to compare it
to a beautiful China vase, which, if once broken,
could never be put together again: and so great an
admirer was he at that time of the British Constitu-
tion, that he said he saw no inconvenience from its
being extended over a great part of the globe. With
these sentiments he left England ; but when, on his
arrival in America, he found the war begun, and
~ that there was no receding, no man entered more
warmly into the interests of what he then considered i
as Ais country, in opposition to that of Great Britain.
Three of his letters to me, one written immediately
on his landing, and published in the collection of his
Miscellaneous Works, p. 365, 552, and 555, will

prove this.

By many persons Dr. Franklin is considered as

having been a cold-hearted man, so callous to every
feeling of humanity, that the prospect of all the hor-
rors of a civil war could not affect him. This was
far from being the case. A great part of the day
above-mentioned that we spent together, he was
looking over a number of American newspapers,
directing me what to extract from them for the Eng-

: lish
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lish ones; and, in reading them, he was frequently
not able to proceed for the tears literally running
down his checks. To strangers he was cold and re-
served; but where he was intimate, no man indulg-
ed more in pleasantry and good-humour. By this
he was the delight of a club, to which he alludes in
one of the letters above referred to, calied the /7%ig-
Club, that met at the Loondon Coffee-house, of which
Dr. Price, Dr. Kippis, Mr. John Lee, and others
of the same stamp, were members.

Hoping that this vindication of Dr. Franklin will
give pleasure to many ofyour readers, I shall proceed
to relate some paiticulars relating to his behaviour,
when Lord Loughborough, then Mr. Wedderburn,
pronounced his violent invective against him at the
Privy Council, on his presenting the complaints of
the Province of Massachusetts (I think it was) a-
gainst their governor.  Some of the particulars may
be thought amusing.

On the morning of the day on which the cause
was to be heard, I met Mr. Burke in Parliament-
street, accompanied by Dr. Dou glas, afterwards
Bishop of Carlisle; and after introduéing us to each
other, as men of letters, he asked me whither I was

Ee2 . going
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going; Isaid, Icould tell him whither 1 wished to
go. He then asking me where that was, I said to
the Privy Council, but that 1 was afraid I could not
getadmission. He then desired me to go along with
him. = Accordingly I did; but when we got to the
ami;room,( we found it quite filled with persons as
desirous of getting admission as ourselves, Seeing
this, I said, we should never get through the crowd,
He said, *“ Give me your arm;” and, locking it fast
in his, he soon made his way to the door of the Privy
Council. T then said, Mr. Burke, you are an ex-
cellent leader; he replied, “I1 wish other persons
thought so too.” - ‘

After waiting a short time, the door of the Privy:
Council opened, and we entered the first; when Mr.
Burke tock his stand behind the first chair next tt;
the President, and I behind that the next to his.
When the business was opened, it was sufficiently
evident, from the speech of Mr. Wedderburn, who
was Counsel for the Governor, that the real object of
the Court was to insult Dr. Franklin.  All thistime
he stood in a corner of the room, not far from me,
without the least apparent emotion.

Mr. Dunning who was the leading Counsel on the

part
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part of the Colony, was so hoarse that he could
hardly make himself heard ; and Mr. Lee, who was
the second, spoke but feebly in reply ; so that Mr.
Wedderburn had a complete triumph.—At the sal-
lies of his sarcastic wit, all the members of the Cour-
cil, the President himself (Lord Gower) not except.
ed, frequently laughed outright. No person belong-
ing to the Council behaved with decent gravity, ex-
cept Lord North, who, coming late, took his stand
behind the chair opposite to me.

When the business was over, Dr. Franklin, in
going out, took me by the hand in a manner that in-
dicated some feeling. I soon followed him, and,
going through the anti-room, saw Mr. Wedder-
burn there surrounded with a circle of his friends
and admirers. Being known to him, he stepped
forward as if to speak to me; but I turned aside,
and made what haste I could out of the place.

The next morning I breakfasted with the Doctor,
when he said, “He had never before been so sensi-
ble of the power of a good conscience; for that if
he had not considered the thing for which he had
been so much insulted, as one of the best actions of

his life, and what he should certainly do again in the

EFes same
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same circumstances, he could not have supported
it; He was accused of clandestinely procuring cer-
tain letters, containing complaints against the Go-
vernor, and sending them to America, with a view
to excite their animosity against him, and thus to.
embroil the two countries. But he assured me,
that he did not even know that such letters cxistc\d‘-,,}
until they were brought to.him as agent for the Co;
lony, in order to be sent to his constituents; and the
cover of letters, on which the direction had been
written, being lost, he only guessed at the person
to whom they were addressed by the contents.

That Dr. Franklin, notwithstanding hedid not shew
it at the time, was much impressed by the business
of the Privy Council, appeared from this eircum-
stance :—When he attended there, he was dressed :
in a suit of Manchester velvet; and Silas Dean told «
me, that, when they met at Paris to sign the treaty
between France and America, he purposely put on:
that:suit.

Hoping -that this communication will be of some

service to the memory of Dr. Franklin, and gratify
his friends, T am Sir, your’s &ec.
J. PRIESTLEY.
b 70rt/zumberlam], Nov. 10th, 1802..
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HAVING in my defence of Dr. Franklin, pub-
lished in the Monthly Magazine, for February 1803,
mentioned a circumstance which implied that at that
time there subsisted a considerable degree of intima-
ey between me and Mr. Burke ; and several persons
will wish to know how that intimacy came to termi-
nate, and what could be the cause of the inveteracy
with which some years before his death he took every
opportunity of treating me, especially by studiously
introducing my name, in a manner calculated to ex-
cite the strongest resentment, in his speeghes in the
House of Commons: to which he knew it was not in
my power to make any reply, I have no objection to
giving the best account that I can of it. It shall be
distinct, fair, and candid. .

We were first introduced to each other by our
common friend Mr. John Lee, while I lived at Leeds,,
and we had then no difference of opinion whatever,\
that I knew of, on any subject of politics, except that
he thought the power of the crown would bz check-
ed in the best manner by increasing the influence of
the great whig families in the couﬁtry; while I was
of opinion that the same end which we both aimed
at would be most effectually secured by a more equal

Ee4 yepre-
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representation of the Commons in Parliament. But
this subject was never the occasion of any discussion,,
or debate, between us, except at one time, in the pre-
sence of Mr. Lee, at Mr. Burke’s table; and this
was occasioned by a reeent publicatien of his, on the
cause of the discontents which then prevailed very
generally in the kingdom ; a pamphlet of which nek.
ther Mr. Lee nor myself concealed our disapprobati- 9
on, thinking the prhlcipleé. of it much too aristocra.
tical.

When the American war broke out, this difference:
of opinion did not seem: to, be thought of by cither of
us. We had but one opinion, and one wish, on thaz
subject; and this was the same with. all who were;
classed by us among the friends of the liberty of
England. On the probable approach of that war,
but a few years before it actually took place, be-
ing still at Leeds, I wrote two anonymeus,pﬁm
phlets, one entitled Z%e present state of liberty in
Great Britain and the colonies, which gained me the
friendship of Sir George Saville, the good opinion of
the Marquis of Rockingham, aud many other per=
sons, then in opposition to the ministry. Cheap
editions were soon printed of that pumphlet, and they

vere
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were distributed in great number through the king-

dom. Soon after this, at the earnest and joint re-

-quest of Dr. Franklin and Dr. Fothergil I wrote ano-

ther pamphlet, entitled, an Address to Dissenters on
the same subject,one sentence of which was written
by Dr. Franklin, who corrected the press, as was

mentioned in my last.  This pamphlet was circulat.

ed with more assiduity, and was thought to have had

more effect, than any thing that was addressed to the
public at the time. Dr. Franklin said it was his se-

rious opinion, that it was one principal reason with

- the ministry of that day for dissolving the parliament a

year sooner than usual ; and at the next meeting of
parliament, I hcard Lord Suffolk, then sccretary of
staté avow that it was done to prevent the minds of
the people from being poisoned by artful and dange-
rous publications, or some expressions of an equiva-
lent nature.

So far Mr. Burke and I proceeded with perfect
harmony, until after I had left the Marquis of Lands-
downe and while I was in his family I was careful not
to publish any political pamphlet, or paragraph what-
ever, lest it should be thought that I did it at his in-
stigation, whereas politics was eypressly excluded

from
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from our connexion. But I thought it right ne.
ver to conceal my sentiments with respect to events 3
that interested every body; and they were al- :
ways in perfect concurrence with those of Mr. Burke,
with whom I had frequent interviews.

"The last of these was when I lived at Birmingham ; -
when being accompanied by his son, he called and
spent a great part of the afternoon with me.

After much general conversation, he took mc aside
to a small terrace in the garden in which the house
stood, to tell me that Lord Shelburne, who was then
prime minister, finding his influence diminished, and
of course his situation uncertain, had made proposals
to join Lord North. = Having had a better opportu-
nity of knowing the principles, and character of his
Lordship than Mr. Burke, I seemed (as he must
have thought) a little incredulous on the subject.
But before I could make any reply, he said, ‘I see.
“ you do not believe me, but you may depend upon
¢ it he has made overtures to him, and in writing,””
and without any reply, I believe, on my part (for I
did not give much credit to the information) we re-
turned to the rest of the company. However, it was
not’ much more than a month, or six weeks, after

this
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this before he himself did the very thing that, whe-
ther right or wrong, expédient or mexpedient (for
there were various opinions on the subject) he at that
time mentioned as a thing soatrocious, as hardly to
be credible.

After this our intimacy ceased ; and I saw nothing
of him except by accident.  But his particular ani-
mosity was excited by my answer to his book on
the French Revolution, in which, though he intro-
duced a compliment to me, it was accompanied with

sufficient asperity. The whole of the paragraph,

‘which related to the friends of the revolution in gene-

ral, is as follows.

‘ Some of them are so heated with their particular
‘“ religious theories, that they give more than hints
¢ that the fall of the civil powers, with all the dread-
“ful consequences of that fall, provided they might
“ be of service to their theories, would not be unac-
“ ceptable to them, or very remote from their wishes.
‘“ A man amongst them of great authority, and cer-
*“ tainly of great talents, speaking of a supposed alli-
“ ance between Church and State, says perfaps we
““must wait for the fall of the civil powers before
““this most unnatural alliance be broken. Calami-

‘s tous,
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¢ tous, no doubt will that time be. But what con-
% gulsions in the political world ought to be a subject
“ of lamentation, if it be attended with so desirable
“ aneffect 2 You see with what a steady eye these
«¢ gentlemen are prepared to view the greatest cala-
“ mities which can befal their country 1

"The sentiment, however, of this offensive para-
graph with which I closed my History of the Car:jup;
tions of Christianity, and which has been quoted by
many cthers, in order to render me obnoxious to the
English government, had no partiéular, or principal,
view to Iingland; but to all those countries in which
the unnatural ailiance between Church and State
subsisted, and especially thesc European States
which had been parts of the Roman Empire, but were
then in communicn with the Church of Rome. Be-
sides that the interpretation of prophecy ought to be
fiee to all, it is the opinion I believe of every com-
mentator, that those States are doomed to dcstiucti-
on. Dr. Hartley, a man never suspected of sedition,
has expressed imself more strongly on this subject
than I have done. Nothing, however, that an); of us
have advanced on the subject imylies the least de-
gree of il/-wiii to any of those countries; for though

we
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we cannot but foresee the approaching calamity, we
lament it; vand, as we sufficiently intimated, that
timely reformation would prevent it, we ought to be
thanked for our faithful, though unwelcome, warn-
ings. '

Though, in my answer to Mr. Burke, Idid not
spare his principles, 1 preserved all the respect that
was due to an o/d friend, as the letters which I ad-
dressed to himn will shew. From this time, howe-
ver, without any further provocation, instigated, I

believe, by the bigotted clergy, he not only never

‘omitted, but evidently sought, and took every ad-

vantage that he could, of opportunities to add to the
odium under which I lay.

Among other things he asserted in one of his
speeches, that *“ I was made a citizen of France on

“ account of my declared hostility to the constitution of

“ Inpland ; a charge for which there was no foun-

dation, and of which it was not in his power to pro-
duce any proof. In the public papers, therefore,
which was all the resource I had at that time, I de-
nied the charge, ‘and called upon him for the proof
of what he had advanced ; at the same time sending

him the newspaper in which this was contained, but
he
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he made noreply. In my preface to a Fast Sermon
in the year following, I therefore said that it suffici
ently appeared that ¢‘ he had neither ability to main.
‘ tain his charge, nor virtue to retractit.” This
also was conveyed to him. Another year having
elapsed, without his making any reply, I added, in
the preface to another Sermon, after repeating what
1 had said before, ““a year more of silence on his
¢« part having now elapsed, this is become more
¢ evident than before.” This also he bore in si-
lence.

A circumstance that shows peculiar malignity was,
that on the breaking out of the riots of Birmingham
a person who at that time lodged in the same house

with him at Margate, informed me that he could not

contain his joy on the occasion; but that running E

from place to place, he expressed it in the most un-
equivocal manner.

After this I never heard any thing concerning
Mr. Burke, but from his publications, except that
I had a pretty early and authentic account of his
Jirst pension, which he had taken some pains to con-
ceal. Such is sometimes the fate of the most pro-

mising, and long continued, of human friendships.

But

P
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APPENDIX, NO. 5.

) G

A Summary of Dr. Priestley’s Religious Opinions.

IT has already been mentioned that it was once the
intention of Dr. Priestley to draw up a brief state-
ment of his Theological opinions; not only to pre-
vent misconception and misrepresentation, of which
in his case there has been more thana common por-
tion, but also to exhibit a system of Faith, plain, ra-
tional and consistent, such as common sense would
not revolt at, and philosophy might adopt without
disgrace.

This merit at least, (no common one) Dr. Priest-
ley is fairly entitled to in relation to the tenets he
ultimately adopted. The prejudices of his youth
were to be surmounted in the first instance. He
had to encounter, not these only, but the prejudices
of his early and most valued connections. Every
change of his opinion, was at the time, in manifest
hostility with his interest ; and every public avowal
on his part of what he deemed genuine Christianity,
put in jeopardy the attachment of his friends, the

Ff support



466 ArrEnDIX, No. 5.

support of his family, and his public reputation : nor
was this all : for it subjected him with fearful cer-
tainty, to the hue and cry which bigotry never fails to
raise against those who in their search after truth,
are hardy enough to set antient errors, and establish-
ed absurdity at defiance.

The writings of Dr. Priestley however enable his
readers to do that, which it is much to be regretted
he did not find opportunity to do for himself. Not
that any thing I can now venture to state on this sub-
jeet will compensate for the accuracy and superior
authenticity of such a confession of faith as he would
have pen'ned‘ for himself; and still less for.the ener-
getic simplicity which would have characterized
such a solemn. condensation of the reszarches of half
a century on the most important objects of human
enquiry. But it is not improbable that a fair and
impartial exhibition of the principal points of his re-
ligious creed, may serve to shew, that christianity,
such as he conceived it to be in its original purity,
and such as he professed: and practised, has a direct
tendency to make men wiser and better, more pati~
ent, resigned, and happy-here, and affords hopes and
prospects of futurity more cheering than those who

are not christians can possibly enjoy.

That
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That there are difficulties attending the evidences
of christianity, which may give rise to important
doubts in the breast even of serious and candid en-
quirers, no person who has duly studicd the subject,
and who is not paid for professing the fashionable
side of the question, will be hardy enoughrto deny.
Good and wise men have enlisted on both sides of
the argument; noris it an impeachment either of
good sense or integrity, to adopt either side. The
christian sncerers at honest infidelity, and the philoso-
phic sneerers at rational christianity, appear to me
equally distant from that frame and temper of mind
which characterizes the real votary of truth.

I shall state then what appears to me, a fair sum-
mary of Dr. Priestley’s religious creed, premising,
that my* own assent does not accompany all the te-
nets which on the maturest investigation, and on the
fullest conviction, he adopted as the clearest and most
important of truths. I would it were otherwise :
but assent is not in our power to give or to withhold.
Theology was a subject on which we had agreed to
differ : a difference, which though a mutual source
of regret, was to neither of us a cause of offence.

Dr. Priestley believed in the existence of one God :

: ¥ia one
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one Supreme Creator and governor of the universe :
eternal in duration ; infinite in goodness, in wisdom
and in power: to whom, and to whom alone, all
honour is due for the good enjoyed by his creatures :
to whom, and to whom alone all thanks were to be
given for benefits received, and all prayer directed for
benefits desired.

He believed, that the system of theuniverse formed
by this being, was the best upon the whole that could
have been devised by infinite goodness and wisdom,
and executed by infinite power. That the end of
creation, in all probability, was the happiness of the
sentient and intelligent beings created. "That the
moral and physical evil observeablein the system, ac-
cording to men’s limited view of it, are necessary
parts of the great plan; all tending ultimately to pro-
duce the greatest sum of happiness upon the whole,
not only withrespect to the system in general, but to
each individual according to the station he occupies
init. So that, all things, in the language of Scrip-'
ture, under the superintending providence of the Al-
mighty ¢ work together for good.”—A system thus
pre-ordained in all its parts, and under the influence
and operation of general laws, implies the necessary

depend.-
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dependence of every action and event on some other
preceding as its cause until we arrive at the deity
himself the first, the great and efficient cause of all.
Such a system excludes also, the necessity of parti-
cular interpositions of Providence, other than such
as might have been foreseen and pre-ordained in the
beginning, and embraced within the general plan.

It was the death and resurrection of Christ alone
that brought life and immortality to light. On the
doctrines of christianity, and on them alone in his
opinion a christian must rely for satisfactory evidence
of a future state. But independent of the christian
Scripture, it resulted from the metaphysical part of
his Theology, and he thought it probable from the
light of nature, that the present life is but an intro-
ductidn to future states of eternal existence whicht
man is destined to pass through ; wherein, virtuous
and benevolent dispositions and increased knowledge,
will constitute the means of conferring and of enjoy-
ing happiness ; and that evil, of whatever kind, is
permitted to exist among intelligent beings, because
necessary as a means of eradicating vicious propensi-
ties, and of gradually introducing in their stead those

habits of virtue and benevolence, without which

Its happi-
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happiness cannot exist either here or hereafter. The
future happiness of individuals, will therefore depend
on the degree to which they have'cultivated those
disp'ositions here ; and the evil they' will suffer, will
necessarily be in proportjon to the vicious habits
they have acquired during their passage through the
present life.  But although he was of opinion that
these ideas might now be rendered probable inde-
pendent of the Scriptures, he was firmly persuaded
that the light of nature alone would never have sug-
gested them; since in fact, nothing can be more
crude, more unsettled, and unsatisfactory than the
notions advanced by the wisest of the heathen philo.
sophers who had no light to guide their researches,
but what is called the light of natnre. It is christi-
anity alone therefore that has snggested thoseliberal
notions of the being and attributes of God and the
benevolent plans of divine providence, which we are
grossly mistaken if we conclude the light of nature
would have pointed out, though it may serve in
some degree to strengthen and confirm.

It has been necessary (as he thought) to the present
and fature welfare of the human race, and a part of
the system ordained by the Almighty from the be-

gmmng
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ginning that in consequence of the prevalence of ig-
norance and vice in the world, teachers, preternath-
rally endowed with wisdom and power by God him-
self, should occasionally appear for the purpose of
promulgating more correct notions of the being and
attributes of the Almighty, and of the duties of men
toward their maker and toward each other. In par-
ticular, to assert the unity of the Divine Being in op-
position to the idolatrous worship and polytheistic no-
tions of the pagan world, and to furnish a more sure
and compleat sanction to morality.*

That these preternatural interpositions in favour
of the human race, were more especially manifested

in the Jewish dispensation by means of Moses, and

in the christian dispensation by means of Jesus
Christ: both of whom were especially commissioned
by God for the purpose; and each of these dispensa-
tions being respectively calculated for the state and

condition

* T was foralong time satisfied with Warburtor’s Hypothesis, that
under the Jewish Theocracy, there was no sanction but that of zem-
poral reward and punishment. I do not recollect ‘Iortin's or Sykes®
pamphlet in reply. But a small tract written by Dr. Priestley on
this subject, one of his latest compositions, convinces me that War-

burton’s opinion was very probably, if not demonstrably erroncous.

Ff4
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condition of mankind, at the time when these holy
men appeared. That profane history, abundantly
proves this necessity ; and the utter inability of hu-
man wisdom in its best state at the time, to arrive at
those correct ideas of religion and morality, which it
was the end of those dispensations to communicate
and sanction. 7

That the books of the old and new Testament
contain the history of those dispensations, and the
circumstances attending them, so far as it is neces-
sary for us to be made acquainted with the facts.
These books are the histories of the times treated of,
by various writers: written from the common mo-
tives which have dictated other histories: without
any pretence to divine inspiration (except in the case
of the prophecies) : and are to be tested by the same
canons of criticism, by which we determine in other
cases, whether a book be really written'b_v the author
to whom it i1sascribed, and whether the material facts
related, are accompanied with suflicient evidence in-
ternal and external, to justify our giving credit to
them. He believed, that these books like other his-
tories though far less antient, may have suffered in

many passages of small moment by frequent trans-

cription
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cription and unauthorized interpolation : that fhe
authors, like other observers, might commit mis-
takes and differ from each other in particulars of mi-
nor import; but there is evidence as strong, nay
much stronger both internal and external of the ac-
curacy and fidelity of the writers, and of the truth of
the material facts related in these books, than in the
case of any other history extant, judging by the corn-
mon rules that an unbeliever would adopt fot decid-
ing the question. Considering the subject in this
way, he did not adopt as canonical every passage
indiscriminately contained in the old and new Tes-
tament, but rejected some that were not accompanied
with equal evidence of authenticity with the rest.
Hence he did not believe in the history of the: mira-
culous conception;; or in the interpolated passage of
the three witnessgs; nor indeed could he embrace
the polytheistic doctrine of the Trinity in any shape,
when he regarded the absolute Unity of God, as the
great doctrine, the characteristic feature of revealed
religion, uniformly taught by Moses and the Pro-
phets, as well as by Christ and the Apostles, in oppo-

sition to the polytlkeism of the Pagans. *

* He admitted the “ Revclations” into his list of canonical Books ;

though I do not think he was sufficiently aware of the objectious of
Abauzit.
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From a carcfal comparison of Scripture with it-
self he deduced his opinion that Christ' like Moses
was a mere Man, divinely commissioned to preach
and propagate a sublimer religion, and a purermoral-
ity than had yet been known: and for the purpose
of giving force and effect to the doctrines he taught,
power also was given to him to perform in the eye-
sight, and under the observation of multitudes op-
posed to his pretensions, actions of kindness and be-
nevolence toward individuals, that no human means
could accomplish.  All which were abundantly con-
firmed as proofs of his being sent of God by his fore-
telling his own death and resurrection in the time
and manner as they actually took place.

Thus far he believed the mass of testimony fully
bore him out in giving his assent to the divine mis-
sion of Jesus Christ, and to the doctrines he taught.
A mass of testimony which if fulse or forged, consti-
tuted in his opinion (judging from the common
principles of human nature, and the acknowledged
rules of évidence) a miracle far more incredible than
any that christianity requires to be believed, He
saw no reason however for believing that cither Moses

or Jesus Christ were inspired with supernatural

know-
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knowledge, or endued with supernatural power, be-
yond the immediate objects of their mission. When
the reason and the occasion ceased, the supernatural
gifts would cease too. They were given for a cer-
tain purpose : weare not warranted therefore in ex.
tending them beyond the occasion that called them
forth,

In the same manner he thought of the Apostles,
notwithstanding the high authority that accompani-
ed their opinions, from their situation of intimacy
with Jesus Christ. ~ Yet when reasoning from them-
selves and as men, they would sometimes like other
men be liable to reason inconclusively. That they
did so sometimes must be allowed from the manifest
differences of opinion among each other on some of
the less important points of christian practice and
doctrine.

In examining the language of scripture, he made
due allowances as a man of learning and good sensc
ought to dlo, for the peculiar idioms, allusions, and
figures, which though not likely to mislead or be
misunderstood by the persons to whom they were
addressed, will ngt now bear a literal interpretation

consistent with the known attributes of the Supreme

Being,
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Being, and the immutable principles of right and
wrong. Hence he rejected the gloomy doctrine of
Original Sin, as well as the strange hypothesis of vi-
carious suffering, or the doctrine of Atonement. No
system of religion however apparently founded on
miraculous evidence, can require us to believe, that
the axioms of moral justice, any more than of the
mathematics can be false. It would seem as difficult
to demonstrate that one man ought to be punished
for the offences of another with whom he has no con-
nexion, as that a part was equal to the whole, or that
two quantities each equal to a third were unequal to
each other. His accurate search into biblical phra-
seology, fully satisfied him that these strange tenets
of what is called Orthodoxy, were equally unfounded
in scripture and common sense.

For the same reason he rejected the horrid crite-
rion of Calvinistic Theology, the doctrine of election
and reprobation, and its concomitant, the eternal du-
ration of future punishment. Indeed, he had no no-
tion of punishment as such in the common accepta-
tion of the term. The design of the Creator in his
opinion, was the ultimate happiness of all his crea-

tures by the means best fitted to produce it. If

pain
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pain and misery be the consequence of Vice, here or
hereatter, it is nevertheless an instance of God’s fa-
therly kindness toward the creature who suffers it,
because that suffering is absolutely necessary to era-
dicate the dispositions that obstruct the progress of
improvement in knowledge and virtue, and close 'all
the avenues to real happiness. Punishment there-
fore, is not inflicted with the slightest tincture of re-
venge, but as a necessary means of qualifying the
sinner for a better state of existence, which his pre-
sent propensities disqualify him from enjoying. It
is not the effect of anger in an irritated and avenging
tyrant as the abominable tenets of Orthodoxy would
induce us to think of the Deity, but it is the medecina
mentis exhibited for our good by the Physician of
Souls. Nor have we any reason to believe that it is
greater in degree, or longer in duration, than is ne-
cessary to produce the beneficial effect for which it
is inflicted. Itis thatsort of punishment which a
kind but wise parent, inflicts on a beloved child.

At one time indeed, he seems to have entertained
the opinion that annihilation might possibly be the
lot of the wicked : but deeper reflection, and the fair
results deducible from his metaphysical as well as

his
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his theological system, altered his opinion. - Trugt-
ing therefore to that pre-eminent and delightful attri-
bute of the Deity—that attribute to which wisdom
and power are but the handmaids, the Divine Bg-
NEVOLENCE, he did not doubt but the ultimnate re-
sult of the system would be permanent happiness
to every intelligent being it embraces, though through
different trials, at different periods and perhaps in
different degrees. This doctrine he found as con-
formable to the scriptures as it is to just notions of
the goodness of God ; and it seems to furnish a glo-
rious exposition of that cheering passage, Gop 1s
Love.

"Thus persuaded, that happiness essentially consists
in conferring happiness, and. that our only notion of'
any source of happiness to the Deity is the infinite
power he possesses of communicating it to his crea-
tures, no wonder he was impressed himself, and en-
deavoured to impress others with the Duty of having
God in all our thouglus, and, The duty of not living
20 ourselves : sentiments illustrated with a degree of
energy and conviction never exceeded, in two of the
finest sermons ever composed, and to which he gave

these titles. It was this that animated him to inces-

sant
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sant exertion in the pursuit and the communication
of knowledge of every kind : for knowledge he con-
sidered as cquivalent to power, and as the most ex-
tensive and effectual means of doing good to others,
certainly here, and probably hereafter.

These were the doctrines that he adopted and
taught; doctrines, not merely professed, but deeply
felt, and daily acted upon. This it was, that taught
him habitually to regard every event as ultimately a
blessing ; that drew the sting of misfortune, and al-
layed the pang of disease. He felt indeed for a time
as others feel in similar circumstances; but his
mind soon recovered its tone, and applied with salu-
tary effect to the ideas so long cherished, and so inde-
libly impressed, that God orders all things for good.
This was a consolation to which he never resorted in
vain.

These seem to me the most important and pro-
minent features of the system he professed, nor is it
worth while to dwell upon the minuter points in
which he differed cither from the established church
or the Dissenters. In Church Government he was
an Independent, believing that any number of pious
christians rr;eeting together for the purposes of pub-

lic
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lic worship formed a Church, Cerus credentium ; of
which the internal regulation belonged to the persons
composing it. . He never I believe, either prayed or
preached extempore; conceiving every Pastor at li-
berty in this respect to follow that practice which he
found most tending to edification. He wasa friend
to infant Baptism, and to exhibiting the commemo-
ration of the Lord’s supper to young people, for rea-
sons assigned in the pamphlets he published on these
subjects. He not only believed the keeping of the
Sabbath to be a duty incumbent on christians, and
having in its favour the practice of the earliest pro-
fessors of christianity, but he wasa strenuous advo-
cate for family prayer, which he constantly attended
to in his own family.

His opinions respecting the soul, of course led him
to disbelieve the doctrine of an intermediate state.
Believing that as the whole man died, so the whole
man would be called again to life at the appointed
period of the resurrection of all men, he regarded the
intermediate portion of time as a state of utter insen-
sibility : asa deep sleep, from which the man would

awaken when called on by the Almighty, with the

‘same associations as he had when alive, without be-

ing
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ing sensible of the portion of time elapsed. He did
not think the light of nature sufficient to furnish sa-
tisfactory evidence of any future state of existence,
and therefore the christian scriptures which alone
gave full conviction, and certainty on this most im-
portant point, were to him peculiarly and proportion-
ably dear. To him, afuture state was a subject of
ardent and joyful hope, though to the majority of

those who believe and contemplate the gloomy doc-

~ trines of Orthodox christianity, it cannot but be a

subject of frequent and anxious dread, and of very
dubious and uncertain desire.

Such were the chief of Dr. Priestley’s tenets on
the subject of Religion. Be they true or false, they
were to him a source of hope a;ld comfort and con-|

solation: his temper was better, his exertions were

- greater, and his days were happier for believing

them. The whole tenor of his life was a proof of
this; and he died resigned and cheerful, in peace
with himself and with the world, and in full persua-
sion that he was about to remove to a sphere of

higher enjoyment, because it would furnish more

© extensive means of doing good.
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APPENDIX, N°. 6.

D G—

A Review of Dr. Priestley’s Theological works, with
occasional Extracts, expressive of his sentiments
and opinions, and observations on his character and

conduct as a Christian Minister.

¢ 1 can truly say, that I always considered the office of a Chris.
% tian Minister as the most honourable of any upon earth ; and in the
# studies proper to it, Ialways took the greatest delight.”

MEMOIRS, page 57.
WHILE some are usefully and commendably
employed in celebrating the various merits and ta-
lents of a Priestley ; in describing and discriminat-
ing with accuracy and skill the capacities and re-
sources of his fertile and comprehensive mind,
which, without perplexity or confusion, could em-
brace a variety of objects, and excel in experimen-
tal philosophy, metaphysics, philology, historical
disquisitions, and speculations on civil government;
be it my task (as far as my abilities can enable me to
accomplish it) to trace and mark his progress as a

Theologian, and to exhibit a brief, but faithful view,

Gg of
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of those numerous productions that flowed from his
pen, on subjects (as he justly thought) the most im-
portant and interesting of all others.

Intended and set apart, as he was, in the counsels;
of bis nearest and best friends at an early period, for
the Gospel Ministry, his own serious and devotional
mind. excited him to coincide with their views, and
carried him forward with alacrity in the pursuit and
attainment of his favourite employment, notwith-
standing the embarrassments arising from a weak
and delicate constitution, and the still greater diffi-
culties that came in his way from the bigotry and
hostility of those® whose appreliensions. of divine
truth were different from his own. ‘

Who can read the simple and artless narrative of
his life, without admiration ef the candour and inge-
nuity of the writer, who studiously lays open to the
public view the circumstances of his birth and edu-
cation, in which eccurred some facts that the pride
of many would have induced them carefully to con-
ceal 2 Who can behold without indignation a Priest-
ley struggling with poverty and contempt at Need-
ham, and languishing on a salary of less than 30/ a
year 2 What a just picture does he draw of the tem -

per
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per and disposition of too many persons in this pre-
sent evil world, when he informs us, that when he
came to preach at a certain place, the genteeler part
of the audience carefully absented themselves; and
that some time afterwards, when his character and
fame had risen in the world, the very same persons
came in crouds to hear him, and extolled a discourse
that they had formerly slighted and despised !

The first Theological work he ever composed
was his Institutes of Natural and Revealed Religion,
the first part of which, he informs us in his Me+
moirs, he wrote at the academy : butas this work did
not make its appearance till several years afterwards,
I shall postpone my observations upon it till the pe-
riod of its publication.

The first work he actually published was a treas
tise, entitled, The Scripture Doctrine of Remission
which sheweth that the death of Christ is no propcy
sacrifice nor satisfaction for sin; but that pardon is
dispensed solely on account of repentance, or a personal
reformation of the sinner, Londe1, 1761,  This piece
was submitted to the perusal of Dr. Lardner, and
Dr. Fleming, and by them published with the above

title. The treatise originally took in a larger com-

pass,
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pass, and comprehended Remarks on the reasoning of
the apostle Paul, which he considered as inconclusive
in some places. Dr. Lardner could not by any
means approve of these remarks, and therefore they
were left out in this publication, though afterwards
committed to the press, and inserted in the Theolo-
gical Repository. This treatise on Remission was
composed at Needham, when the author could not
exceed twenty-five years of age. It affords a singular
proof of the strength of his genius, the clearness of
his coneeptions, the perspicuity of his style, and his
familiar acquaintance with the language and phraseo-
logy of the sacred writers.

At the time of the Reformation, no rational theory
at all existed with respect to the doctrine of remis-
sion, or the forgiveness of sin. The notions of the
Popish schoolmen were implicitly adopted by the re-
formers, and their absurdity increased rather than di-
minished. The commentators on Scripture in gene-
ral followed the same ideas. A degree of good sense
indeed appears in Vatablus, as Socinus has justly re-
marked. The illustrious Faustus Sccinus himself,

before
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before mentioned, was the first, properly speaking,

that broke ground on the subject.

Tota ruit Babylon ; disjecit Tecta Lutherus,

Calvinus Muros, et Fundamenta Socinus.

In his celebrated treatise De Fesu Christo Serva~
gare, bz has torn up the strong holds of school divini-
ty and Calvinism, completely overturned the notion
of a proper infinite satisfaction to the justice of God,
and settled the true idea of Jesus Christ as a saviour,
redeemer, mediator, and high priest, on a scriptural
as well as a rational foundation. He was induced to
compose this most elaborate and valuable perform-
ance, in consequence of a series of theological axi-
oms and positions having been sent him by Covetus,
a Calyinistic divine, who before had had a conference
with him at Basil, in Switzerland, and wished to re.
claim him from his supposed errors. Socinus wrote
a large, distinct, and particular reply to all Covetus’s
objections, and forwarded it to him by the way of
Geneva, where it fell into the hands of the Calvinistic
divines of that place, who thought proper to detain it,
apprehending it might have some bad effect u pon the
mind of Covetus himself, or others into whose hands
it might have fallen. Fortu‘nately however for the

religious
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religious world and himself, Socinus had kept a
copy, which r;mny years afterwards was published,
with the author’s improvements, and divided into
four parts, by a friend of his in his own life-time ; for
though descended from a noble family, and heir to an
estate in Tuscany, (by his attachment to the pure
gospel of Jesus Christ) he was tco poor to be able to
publish it himself. The learned and eminent Hugo
Grotius, many years after the death of Socinus, at-
tempted to controvert what Socinus had advanced ;
but an excellent and judicious reply was made to
him by Crellius, which had such an effect upon the
honest and candid mind of Grotius, that he wrote
Crellius a letter, giving him thanks, and acknow-
ledging that he had set him right in some particu-
lars. The subject of atonement was afterwards
taken up by the Arminian divines of Holland, who at-
tempted its defence on more moderate and tenable
ground than that adbpted by the Calvinists. Nearly
on the same footing it was held by the semi-rational
divines of the church of England, in the reign of
Charles the Second and king William, viz. the Til»
lotsons, Burnets, and Stillingfleets.  "The last wrote a
famous treatise at the time, (if I recollect right), en-
titled,
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titled, T%e true Reasons of the Sufferings of Christ,
which was animadverted upon occasionally by Mr.
Emlyn, in his sensible and valuable repi_v to Lessley’s
dialogues against the Socinians. Mr. Biddle also
discussed the subject of atonement, as did in a much
later period Dr. Clarke, Mr. Tomkins, Hopton
Haynes, Esq. Dr. Sykes, and Dr. Taylor, in his
Scripture Doctrine, with many others. The subject
also was well handled in an anonymous treatise, stil-
ed, The Scandal and Folly of the Cross removed ; or,
the wisdom of God’s method of the Gospel, in the death
of Jesus Christ, manifested and justified, against the
Deists, London, 1699.

It does not however appear at all probable to me,
that young Mr. Priestley was acquainted at the time
with the greatest part of the numerous writers before
mentioned. I find no reference to any, except Dr.
Clarke and Mr. Tomkins; Doctors Taylor and
Sykes he might have seen, though this is not certain.
Indeed, as he asserts in his Memoirs, and as he once
assured me himself, he had recourse to the Scriptures
at large, and carefully noted every passage in the old
and new Testament, that he thought had any relation
to the subject of his inquiry, and formed his judg

ment
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ment upon the whole collectively. The result was,
that in his opinion there was no atonement. He has
therefore, in some measure, all the meritofan origi-
nal writer.  In proof of the judgment he had formed,
he urges many powerful arguments, supported by
Scripture testimonies and striking considerations. I
could with pleasure enter into a particular detail of
his reasonings, if it were not that having afterwards
inserted every sentence of this treatise in the Theolo-
gical Repository, under the signature of Clemens, and
also a considerable part in the History of the Corrup-
tions of Christianity, under the head of Aronement,
with many and valuable improvements, this detail
will come in with more propriety when these works
are spoken of. I shall content myself at present
with extracting the Introduction, which contains
some valuable observations, and a brief view of -the-
schemes of different parties of christians respecting:
the doctrine of atonement, and affords an ecarly speci-
men of the easy elegance of the author’s stile ; more
especiaily as the Intreduction, as far as I can trace,
has never been republished, and 1S nOw very scarce.

¢ By reason of the poverty of all languages, the
use of figurative expressions, or the affixing of the

samse:
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same term to things that are only analogous to one
another, cannot be avoided ; especially, in treating of
moral or religious subjects, in which our ideas them-
selves must necessarily, be much compounded, and
borrowed from sensible things.

“ What hath still more contributed to fill all lan-
guages with these artificial forms of speech, is, that
when necessity had first introduced such an use of
words, the ingenuity of men, as in other similar
cases, presently worked it up into a beauty. Some
allusions were observed to be so peculiarly happy and
striking, as to incite men of taste and invention to
seek for more : hence a language extremely scanty
in its elements, comes to abound in words; most of
which, however, are artificial or compounded, and
may, with care, be reduced to their simple and com-
ponent parts.

“ Bat such is the nature both of our ideas and
words, and such the power of association, that what
was at first evidently compounded or figurative, by
frequent use ceases to be conceived to be so : com=
pound ideas and expressions in time pass for simple
ones, till, after a rigorous scrutiny, their deviation be
seen, and they appear te be factitious. In like man-

Hh ner,



491 ArrEnDIX, No. 6.

ner, it is-very possible to call one thing by the natie
of another by way of allusion only, till at last the al
lusion be forgotten, and the nature of the thing itself
be mistaken.
<« Though therefore, the derivation of words from
so fruitful a source, does very much enrich a lan-
guage, though the use of figures in speech, or writ-
ing, very much enliven a discourse, givea colour
and strength to the expression, and, if the allusions be
made with judgment, may, in many cases, facilitate
the discovery of truth; yet the too free an use of
them may embarrass the sense, and render the speak-
er or writer’s meaning very ‘dubious or obscure,
especially to those who are not used to his manners.
« This is universally complained of where the
writings of the Asiatics in general fall into the hands
of Europeans ; they go so far beyond us in the bold-
ness and freedom of their figures. And this is one
cloud that hangs over the true meaning of the writers
of the books of scripture ; which, at this distance of
time and difference of manners, it is exceeding diffi-
cult for us tosee through, and hath led their readers
into very widely different apprehensions of their sense,
some resting in the most obvious and gross meaning
of
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of the words they use ; while others,. suspecting this
to be falling short of their true meaning, wander
many different ways in quest ofit.

¢ Perhaps, concerning no one thing of which the
sacred writers do treat, have the notions of moderns
been more widely different, than concerning the ac-
count they give us of the death of Christ; the view
they supposed he suffered with, and the end, which
they assert, was in part answered by it. The most
distinguished opinions that are maintained among
christians at this day, seem to be the following.

¢ First, some maintain that Christ, in his agony
and death, endured pains equal in degree (the dignity
of his person considered) to those that sinful men
ought to have suffered on account of their sins, by a
kind of substitution of persons, and transferring of
guilt; agreeable to which, they hold, that this was
the proper notion of a sacrifice for sin under the law ;
all which, they say, were zypes or emblems of the
great sacrifice of Christ. But of those who agree
with them that the pardon of sin is dispensed in con-
sideration of the sufferings of Christ, all do not insist
that the Divine Being could not, consistently with
the honour of his perfections, have accepted of less

thame
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than a full equivalent for satisfaction; some suppos-
ing the Divine Being to have been at liberty to accept
of any finite satisfaction that he pleased.

« Secondly, others again, agree with the former,
that the death of Christ is a proper sacrifice for sin,
like the Jewish sacrifices, but then they suppose,
that the virtue of a sacrifice consisted, not in the shed-
ding of the blood, or the death of the victim, but in
the disposition of the offerer, of which the sacrificing
of the beast was in some manner erﬁblematica] ;. and
that in like manner the virtue of the death of Christ
consisted, not in the pain that he endured, but in his
real virtue and worth, manifested to God and the
world by his obedience unto death, Though, there-
fore, they deny the necessity of any vicarious suffer-
ings, they assert the necessity of the interposition and
mediation of some person of distinguished virtue and
worth, on the part of the offenders, before the Divine
Being could in wisdom, dispense pardon to them.

Lastly, others, in direct opposition to both the
before mentioned opinions, maintain, that the death
of Christ had no manner of relation to a proper sacri-
fice for sin; and that the apostle never meant more

than a figurative allusion to those Jewishrites : that

Christ
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- Christ died in consequence of his undertaking to re-
form a vicious world, for the proof of his divine mis-
sion and doctrine, and other such rational, simple, and
consistent ends. They maintain that there was no
necessity for satisfaction of any kind, or the interpo-
sition of any being whatever, in order to God’s rc.
mitting the sins of men.”

An interval of six years took place after the pub-
lication of the before mentioned treatise on Remis-
sion, in 1761, before Dr. Priestley appeared again
from the press in the character of a Theologian. His
time, as he says, had been occupied with the busi-
ness of teaching at Nantwich and Warrington. But
in 1767, when he was again settled as a minister at
Leeds, he resumed his theological studies with fresh
ardour, The effect of this application appeared in
various publications, which followed one another
almost in constant succession; and while they render-
cd his name celebrated in the religious world, drew
on him a storm of obloquy and reproach. About
the same time, in 1767, came abroad his Catechisms
for children and young persons, Scripture Catechism,
Forms of Family Prayer, and Treatise on the Lord’s
Supper.  The three first of these are plain useful

pieces,
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pieces, exceedingly well calculated to promote the:
instruction and improvement of youth in principles:
of picty and virtue, and to excite and enable masters.
of families to the performance of the too much ne--
glected, but highly necessary duty of family prayer.
‘The Catechisms. are remarkable for their simplicity.
and freedom from all points of controversy, and on this.
account may be safely used by christians of very op-
posite sentiments. A knowledge of the most im-
portant facts in holy writ may be acquired in early
youth by the careful use of the Scripture Catechism..
The last mentioned piece, entitled, A Iree Address
to Protestant Dissenters, on the subject of the Lord’s
supper, will deserve a more particular consideration.
The superstition of the Papists, and the absurdi-
ties attending the doctrine of transubstantiation, are:
sufficiently known to all Protestants, and justly and
universally condemned. But have Protestants them=
selves kept clear of all false ideas and improprieties in.
their conceptions and administratien of this institu--
tion? Luther held a half-way or compromising doc--
trine on this subject, called consubstantiation. Calvin
avoided this error, but inculcated notwithstanding,

notions that will not bear tlie test of reascn, scripture,.

OrL.
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or experience. The English reformers, Cranmer and
others, adopted similar superstitious and unwarran-
table ideas. Zuinglius, and a few others, appear,
from the account given of their tenets, to have come
pretty near the truth; and Faustus Socinus, with that
penetration and sagacity which generally accompa-
nied him in theological disquisitions, has in his tract
Deusuet fine ciene domini, in a great measure explain-
ed this institution, according to the simplicity inwhich
itis found in scripture. The other great men who
succeeded him in the Unitarian churches of Poland
and Transylvania, have followed the same method of
interpretation with little variation. But these bright
luminaries for a long time shone in vain. They were
unable to dispel the general darkness in which the
christian world was enveloped. Of the many tracts
published by churchmen and dissenters, before the
year 1730, none keep clear of extremes on this point.
The best of them that I have seen is that published
by the pious and worthy Mr. Henry Grove. It was
reserved for bishop Hoadley to throw full light upon:
this subject, and exhibit it in all its scriptural simplis

¢ity ; though he did not escape censure for so doing,
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but was scverely animadverted upon by the Water~
lands and William Laws of those days.

Dr. Priestley following the plan of bishop Hoad-
ley ; and exerting his own good sense at the same
time, composed an excellent and edifying treatise on
the Lord’s supper, to whicha very sensible preface is
prefixed, exhorting and animating Protestant dissent»
ers to a free and impartial examination of this and

other religious topics, to consider the importance and

~ advantages of their situation, and make a suitable

improvement of them. In treating the subject, he
first recites the accounts the three first evangelists
have delivered of the institution, and also that of the
apostle Paul. He insists more particularly upon this
last, and shews that the kind of unworthy communi-
cating which Paul censures, and warns against, does
not relate to any failure in those preparations which
so many lay an undue stress upon, but in eating and
drinking to excess on the occasion ; and not distin-
guishing Letween the Lord’s supper, and an ordina-
ry meal or common feast. He then adds, ¢ All the
censure that St. Paul passes upon unworthy com-
municants, I would observe by the way, relates
wholly to such a manner of receiving this ordinance,

as
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as is no whefe practised at this day in any christian
country. His censures, therefore, are evidently such
as no christians at this day can justly apply to them-
selves.” He defines the Lord’s supper to be, “a
solemn, but chearful rite, in remembrance of Christ,
and of what he has done and suffered for the benefit of
mankind. Like other customs, which stand as re-
cords of past events, it preserves the memory of the
most important of all transactions to the end of the
world, even till Christ’s second coming.” He pro-
ceeds, *“ If I be asked, what is the advantage of cele-
brating this rite ; Ianswer, it is of the same nature as
that “which results from repeating any custom, in
commemoration of any other important event; of the
same nature with the celebration of the passover, for
instance, among the Jews. It tends to perpetuate the
memory of the transaction recorded by it, and to
cherish a grateful and joyful sense of it. In this case,
the custom tends to perpetuate the memory of the
death of Christ,and to cherish our veneration and love
for him. & It inflames our gratitude to so great a be-

nefactor, and consequently our zeal to fulfil all his
commands.

Li “ The
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« The cclebration of the Lord’s supper being,
more especially, a commemoration of his deat/, it
serves to remind us that we are the disciples of a cru-=
cified master, and it is therefore a means of fortifying
our minds, and preparing them for every degree of
hardéhip and persecution to which we may be expos-
ed in the profession of christianity. It reminds us
that we are not of this world, even as our Lord was
not of it, and (‘servants not being greater than their
Lord) that 'we have no right to expect better treat-
ment from the world, than he met with from it. By
this means it serves to keep up in our minds a con-
stant view to the great object and end of our chris-
tian profession, viz. the expectation of ‘a futre life,
and to cherish the mortification to the world, and that
heavenly mindedness, which are eminently useful in
fitting us for it.

‘¢ On these occasions then, more especially, let us
reflect, that if, in the hour of temptation, we deny

Christ, Ae will also deny us; that if in circumstances

of reproach, we be ashamed either of the profession of

his gospel, or of that strictness and propriety of con-
duct to whichit obliges us, Ae also will be ashamed of

25 in that great day when he shall come iz Ais own
(o]

" glory,
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glory, in that of his father, and of his holy angels ;
but that if, we steadily and uniformly confess fim
defore men, by an unblameable life and conversation,
and by proper fortitude in bearing the trials to which
we may be exposed for the sake of his truth, and of a
good conscience, Ze also will confess us before his hea-
venly father and the holy angels ; so that if we suffer
with him, we-shall also reign with him, and be glori-
Jied rogether.

¢ Lastly, the celebration of the Lord’s supper be-
ing the joint action of several persons, it strengthens
our affection to the common cause, to one another,
and to all who are engaged in it. If you expect more
than this, your expectations are unreasonable, enthu-
siastical, and sure to be disappointed.”  The rest of
this section, and the next, more particularly treats of
the qualifications of communicants, and cautions
against excessive rigour in judging of the fitness of
persons for partaking of this ordinance. Section third
contains observations on the Lord’s supper, being
called a sign, or seal of the covenant of grace. The
fourth section exhibits a brief history of the corrup-
tions of the christian doctrine and practice With pe-
spect to itamong the early Christians, the Reformers,

the
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the English and Scotch establishments, and the Pro-
testant dissenters. The fifth and last section contains.
an earnest and animated exhortation to all christians to
the celebration of this institution, in a devout, serious,,
and rational manner, as a grateful and affectionate me-

morial of their great and generous benefactor Jesus.
Christ.

No man can labour with energy and cffect in the

cause of reformation, but he will more or less excite

the resentment of those who either cannot, or will
not enter into his views. Dr. Priestley’s well intend-
ed attempt to enlighten the mind of dissenters with

respect to the Lord’s supper, drew upon him a rude

and illiberal attack from Mr. Venn, a clergyman of

the church of England, to which he replied with
such ealmness, moderation, and delicate irony, that
his reply may be held up as amodel of christian tem-
per and fortitude, in return for harsh censure and
ill usage. It bears the title of Considerations on differ-
ences of opinion among Christians, with aletter to the
Rev. Mr. Venn, in answer to his free and full exa-
mination of the Address to Protestant Dissenters, on
the subject of the Lord’s supper, London; 1769.

I think it necedless to enlarge upon the lctter in

which
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which Mr. Venn is properly confuted ; but these
considerations are so replete with valuable matter,
that they deserve to be attended to. They were
again reprinted at Birmingham in 1790, and sub-
joined to Familar Letters addressed to the Inhabit-
auts of Birmingham, &c.” These considerations
are divided into five sections. The first treats of
latent insincerity and direct prevarication, and points.
out the sources of deception by which controversial
writers and leaders of sccts and parties impose upon
themselves, and come under the influence of mo-
tives that they are scarcely conscious of. The se-
cond inquires into the source of bigotry and perse-
cution, which arises chiefly from a blind and viclent
attachment to particular opinions, and connecting
the only possibility of salvation with the belief of
them, T'he third describes the practical tendency of
“different systems of doctrine, in which it is shewn
that the great objects of hope and fear, which chris-
tianity presents to mankind, viz. the joys and tor-
ments of a future life, must be nearly the same in all
the forms of the christian religion, and in proportion
to the degree in which we give our attention to them,
and thereby strengthen cur faith in them, they must

mfluence
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influence us all alike. All the difference, therefore,
with respect to the practical influence of any particu-
lar opinions, can only be occasioned by the diffcrent
views with which they present us, of those persons
and things that are objects of our duty. A brief il-
lustration of this thought is afterwards given in the
idea that is exhibited of the Divine Being, according
to what are generally called the razional and the ort/e-
dox systems. The comparison, which as far as 1
am able to judge, is a fair one, turns cut by no
means in favour of the orthodox system, the tenden-
cy of which appears to be to something else than vir-
tue: though as the author candidiy remarks, better
principles (which he states) really, though secretly
influence the conduct of those who are truly pious
and virtuous among Calvinists ; and by no means
the principles which they profess.

The fourth section assigns the causes of differ-
ence of opinion, and recommends the reading of the
scriptures. What our author says here appears to
me of such prime importance, and so much for the
interest of all christian sects to attend to, that I think

mysclf bound te quote the whole of it.

< I cannot
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« T cannot help wishing that persons of all sects
and parties would study their bibles more, and books
of controversy less. But all persons have their fa-
vourite auilors, to which ‘they too much confine
themselves, even to'the negleet of those authoritics,
from their agreement with which, all their merit is ac-
knowledged to be derived. 'Were it not for this cir-
cumstance, it would be absolutely impossible that
the individuals of mankind, whose intellects are so
much alike, should differ so wideiy in their religious
sentiments as they now do ; at least thatthey should
loy so great a stress on the points in which they
differ.

¢ Since the understandings of men are similar to
one another, (at least soc much so, that no person can
seriously maintain, that swo and zwo make five) did
they actually read only zhe same books, and had they
no previous knowledge to mislead them, they could
notbut draw the same general conclusions from the
same expressions. But one man having formed an
hypothesis from reading the scriptures, another, who
follows him, studies that hypothesis, and refines
upon it, and another again refines upon him; till, in

time, the scriptures themselves are little read by any

of
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of them, and are never looked into but with minds
prepossessed with the notions of others concerning
them. At the same time, several other original
readers and thinkers, having formed as many other
hypotheses, each of them a little different from all
the rest, and all of them being improved upon by a
succession of partisans, each of whom contributed to
widen the difference; at last no religions whatever,
the most distinct originally, are more different from
one another, than the various forms of one and the
same religion.

¢ To remedy this inconvenience, we must go
back to first principles. 'We must begin again, each
of us carefully studying the scriptures for ourselves,
without the help of commentators, comparing one
part with another. - And when our minds  shall, by
this means, have been exposed for a sufficient time,
to the same influences, we shall come to think and
feel in the same manner. At least, all christians
being sensible that they have, in many, and in the
chicf respects, one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
they will keep the unity of the spirit, in the bond of
Jpeace.

$ In
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“ In reading books of controversy, the particular -
texts from which favourite opinions are chiefly infer-
red, are kept continually in view, while others are
kept out of sight; so that the person who confines
himself to the perusal of them, necessarily forms a
very strong notion of the general temor of the scrip-
tures, and lays a disproportionate stress on particular
opinions. He never looks into the scriptures, but it
is with a state of mind that leads him to expect to find
his opinions either clearly expressed, or plainly re-
ferred to in every chaptér. Now, it is well known,
that all strong expectations tend to satisfy themselves.
Men easily persuade themselves that they actually
see, what they have absolutely depended upon see-
ing.

“ Were it possible for a number of persons to
make but an essay towards complying with this ad-
vice, by confining themselves for the compass of a
single year, to the daily reading of the scriptures
only, without any other religious books whatever;
I am persuaded that, notwithstanding their previous
differences, they would think much better of one an-
other than they had done before. They would all
have, more nearly, the same general ideas of the con-

Kk tents
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tents of scripture, and of the chief articles of chris.
tian faith and duty. By reading the whole them-
selves, they could hardly avoid receiving the deepest
impressions of the certainty and importance of the
great and leading principles, those which they would
find the most frequently and earnestly inculcated;
and their particular opinions having come less fre-
quently in view, would be less obstinately retained.
It was in this manner, I can truly say, that I formed
the most distinguishing of my opinions in religion.

. «T do not say that this practice would have the
same effect with all persons. I have no hopes of its
succeeding with those who are advanced in life. I
would not even recommend it to them; since the
consequence of unhinging their minds, though by a
conversion from error to truth, might possibly do
them more harm than good. Nor have I much hope
-of those who are hackneyed in controversy, and to
whom the methods of attack and defence, peculiar
to any system, are become familiar. ButI would
earnestly recommend this method of studying the
scriptures to young persons, before their common
sense and natural feelings have been perverted; and

while
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while they are capable of understanding the obyious.
meaning of a plain expression..

“In this case I cannot help thinking, that not-
withstanding the seeming force of the texts that are
continually in the mouths of those who call them-
selves orthodox ; and notwithstanding our present
translation of the bible, which (being made by men
who were fully persuaded of the truth of that system)
is, in many places, much too favourable to it; yet
that both the general zenor of the whole, (which, with
a person who reads the scriptures much, cannot but
have far greater weight than any particular texts
whatever) and also that number of emphatical single
passages, would effectually over-rule any tendency
to that which is commenly called orthodoxy.

“ T'o mention a single instance. Would not a con-
stant-attention to the general strain in which Moses,
all the antient prophets, John the Baptist, our Savi-
our, and the apostles, wear out, in time, every trace
of the doctrine of unconditional election and reproba-
tion? The language in which the Divine Being is
uniformly represented in speaking is, As I live, saiih
the Lord, I would not the death of a sinner, but had

gather that he would repent and live.  Turn ye, turn

XC>
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ye, why will ye die, oh house of Isracl. Whata so-
lemn and cruel mocking of mankind would this be,
if the Divine Being, at the same time that he made
this declaration, was purposed that many, if not the
greatest part of them, should not repent, but die
without mercy 27

The fifth and last section contains general advice,
which deserves to be carefully read and reduced to
practice.

Mr. Venn was not the only oppenent Dr. Priest-
ley had to encounter in consequence of his treatise
on the Lord’s supper. Nine letters were published
by an anonymous author, under the title of 77%¢ Pro-
testant Dissenter’s Answer to the Free Address on the
subject ;g/' the Lord’s supper. In a letter addressed to
the author, Dr. Priestley replies to him, in which
he makes the following candid acknowledgment.
¢ thauk you because you have led me, as you will
see, to correct some mistakes, and to amend some
expressions which had ixdvertently escaped me,
and more especially to make such additions to what
I had written as appear to me to be favourable to my
original and professed design in writing.”” Notwith-
standing this concession, he considers himself as in

the
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the right with respect to the general plan and execu-
tion of the work, and defends what he had advanced
on the subject. Nor does it appear that the author
of these nine letters differed materially from him in
his notion of the Lord’s supper. In the view of the
author entering into a farther discussion of the sub-
ject, he states seven querics, and proposes them to
his consideration.

That I may bring together under one point of
view all that Dr. Priestley has written on the subject
of the Lord’s supper, I shall here give an account of
a tract, though a little out of the order of time, enti-
tled, An Address to Protestant Dissenters, on the sub-
ject of giving the Lord’s supper to children, London,
1773.

Our author informs his readers, that having been
more conversant with the antient christian writers
called Fathers, and especially having met with Mr.
Peirce’s Essay on the subject, he is now, upon ma-
ture consideration, fully satisficd, that infant com-
munion, as well as infant baptism, was the most
antient custom in the christian church; and there-
fore that the practice is of apostolical, and conse-
quently of divine authority., His chief arguments

in
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in favour of infant communion are, that infants were
capable of full communion under the Jewish dispen-
sation, having been not only circumcised, but par-
taking also of the passover; .and that infant commu-
nion, as well as infant baptism, was the practice of
the primitive christians. He proves this last asser-
tion from the testimonies of Cyprian and Austin, and
manages and illustrates his arguments with great
dexterity. He shews that infant communion conti-
nued for a long time in the church of Rome, and
was not Torbidden by an express and formal determi-
nation of any council, till the fifteenth century, at
the council of Basil, some time after they had, in
the council of Constance, in 1415, decreed, that
the laity should receive the communion in one kind
only. But that infant communion is to this day the
practice of the Greck churches, of the Russians, the
Armenians, the Maronites, the Copts, the Assyrians,
and probably all other oriental churches; and it was
also the practice of the Bohemians, who kept them-
selves free from Papal authority till very near the re-
formation. In conclusion, he points out the advan-
tages which mightarise from returning to the use of
this antient custom. DBut previous to this he ob-

SCrves,

SN
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serves, that since the administration of the Lord’s
supper is an act of public worship, the ends of the
institution will be answered, if children be brought
to-communion as soon as it is found convenient for
them to attend other parts of public worship. First,
were children admitted to the. Lord’s supper, they
would become more the objects of attention, both to
their parents and the governors of churches, and
greater care would be taken of their christian educa~
tion. They themselves also would be more apt to
inquire conceraing the reasons of what themselves
constantly did, and thus furnish an easier handle for
their religious instruction.

Secondly, the principal advantages that might be
expected from it is, that, by this means, young per-
sens would probably be more firmly established in
the belief of christianity. Having been from their
infancy, constantly accustomed to bear their part in
all the rites of it, they would be more firmly attached
to it, and less easily desert it, &c.

Thirdly, the revival of the practice of infant com-
munion might be a means of reviving an useful
church discipline, which is altogether lost among us,

and
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and of the want of which many wise and good men
complain, &c.

Let not any man pass a premature censure upon
Dr. Priestley’s judgment in this particular, from the
abridged view of his arguments here exhibited, with-
out having recourse to the pamphlet itself, which
contains much farther information on the subject.

We are now to contemplate Dr. Priestley under
a new character, as the intrepid champion of the Pro-
testant dissenters, standing forth in vindication of
their just rights and privileges, against the exorbi-
tant claims of high churchmen and the imperious
usurpation of interested priests, laying before them
the importance and advantages of their situation, pro-
posing to their imitation the example of their heroic
ancestors, and animating them to a conduct and be-
haviour, in all respects worthy of real christians, and
enliglitened and conscientious dissenters.

A long controversial war had existed, and been
carried on with much clamour and obloquy between
the advocates of diocesan episcopacy and the Puri-
tans, Presbyterians, and other classes of the dissent-
ers in England, almost from the reformation down
to the accession of the present reigning family. In-

numerable
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numerable books and pamphlets had been written
concerning the authority of the church, the power of
the clergy, the apostolical succession, the jure divino
right of episcopacy, &c.  The Puritans and Dissent-
€rs were not wanting on their part in producing a
number of i'eplies, in some of which the jure divino
right of presbytery, or other forms of church go-
vernment, were maintained in opposition to the Epis-
copalians.

Soon after the accession before mentioned, the
controversy began to take a different turn. The in-
fluence of philosophy, the love of religious liberty,
the spread of the maxims of toleration, and above all
the diffusion ‘of rational theology, brought ecclesms-
tical jargon into contempt, and subdued the ferocxty
of fiery polemics. The priests considered as a body
were either confuted or laughed out of their absurdi-
ties. Add to this, that the first princes of the house
of Brunswick, and their state counsellors, were them-
sclves low churchmen, and from political and other
motives disposed to patronize moderate men and mo-
derate measures, and favourably inclined to dis-

senters,

) % In
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In this state of things some of the more intellj.
gent of the clergy, sharing no ‘doubt in the general
illumination, and ﬁflding that the old priestly dog-
mas would not now serve their turn, or go down
smoothly with the improved part of the nation, saw
the necessity of framing a new hypothesis on which
to raise the precious fabric of clerical domination,
and give a new currency to the wares of Babylon.
The acute and subtile genius of a #arburton, was
deemed adequate to the task. His alliance between
church and state, came forth like a stalking horse to
attract the admiration of the croud, to dazzle weak
minds, and make the worse appear the better reason.
It was to be expected that men of inferior abilities
would copy from so great a master, and that various
modifications of the general principles of this work
would be attempted. Dr. Balguy, in asermon he
published on the subject of church authority, assert-
ed, that it greatly concerned the public peace and
safety,  that all church authority should be under the
¢ controul of the civil governor ; that religious as-
¢ semblies as well as others, should be subject to his
¢ inspection,and bound by such rules ashe should see
“fit to impose.” And that ¢ the most effectual

‘ method
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“* method of obtaining this security, was to invest the

‘“ supreme power, civil and ecclesiastical, in the same

¢¢ person.”  He maintains in the same discourse, the

obligation of the civil magistrate to establish the re-

ligion of the majority of his subjects, eventhough he

might not be convinced that it was the best form of"
religion. Against these positions, and others con-

nected with them or flowing from them in the judg-
ment of this writer, Dr. Priestley thought it became

him to publish areply, bearing the title of Considera--
tions on Church Authority, occasioned by Dr. Bal-

guy’s Sermon on that subject; preached at Lambeth

chapel, and published By order of the Archbishop,,
London, 1769..

The work is divided into six sections. In the
four first he embraces a larger scope than that sug-
gested by Dr. Balguy’s discourse, and argues against
the different forms of priestcraft and church autho-
rity in general, confuting with masterly skill the so-
phistry and subterfuges that have been used in their
defence. In the two last seetions he confines him-
self chiefly to Dr. Balguy’s positions and manner of
reasoning, which he refutes in a solid manner. In.
this work there are werba ardentia, glowing forms of

expression,
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expression, and ingenious arguments, which would
well deserve to be held up to public view, and would
adorn these pages very much; but my limited plan
will only permit me to extract a few of them, and
these will in some degree suffer by being separated
fromx what goes before and what follows after.

Page 4. ¢ All the civil societies we enter into
in this life will be dissolved by death. When this.
life is over; Ishall not be able to claim any of the pri-
vileges of an Englishman ; I shall not be bound by
any of the laws of England, nor shall I owe any alle-
giance to its sovereign. When, therefore, my situa-
tion in a future life shall have no connection with my
privileges or obligations as an Englishman, why
should those persons who make laws for Englishmen
interfere with my conduct, with respect to-a state
to which their power does not extend ?”

P.5. “ As a being capable of immortal life,
(which is a thing of inﬁilitcly more consequence to
me than all the political considerations of this world)
I must endeavour to render myself acceptable to
God, by such dispositions and such conduct as he
has required, in order to fit me for future happiness.
For this purpese, it is evidently requisite, that I dili-

gently
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gently use my reason, in order to make myself ac-
quainted with the will of God ; and also that I have li-
berty to do whatever I believe he requires, provided
I do not molest my fellow creatures by such assum-
ed liberty. But all human establishments, as such,
obstruct freedom of inquiry in matters of religion, by
laying an wndue bias upon the mind, if they be not
such, as by their express constitution prevent all in-
quiry, and preclude every possible efiect of it.

¢ Christianity, by being a more spiritual and
moral constitution than any other form of religion
that ever appeared in the world, requires men to
think and act for themselves more accurately than
any other. But human establishments, by calling
off men’s attention from the commandments of God
to those of men, tend to defeat the great ends of reli-
gion. They are, therefore, incompatible with the ge-
nius of christianity.”

P. 10. By the gospel, every christian will, and
must understﬁnd, the gospel in its purity; that is,
what he apprehends to be the purity of the gospel, in
opposition not only.to heathenism, and rcligions fun-
damentally false, but to erroncous christianity, or to
religions that are in part true. Whatever be the re-

ligious
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ligious opinions, therefore, that I seriously think are
agreeable to the word of God, and of importance to
the happiness of mankind, I look upon myself as
obliged to take every prudent method of propagating
them, both by the use of speech and writing ; and
the man who refrains from doing this, when he is
convinced that he should do good upon the whole by
attempting it, whatever risque he might run in con-
sequence of opposing anti-christian establishments, is
a traitor to his proper lord and master, and shews
that he fears more them who can only kill the body,
(whether by the heathen methods of beheading, cru-
cifying, throwing to the wild beasts, &c. or the chris-
tian methods of burning alive, and roasting before a
slow fire) than him, w/o can cast bot/: soul and body
into hell.

« It is said by some, who think themselves obliged
to vindicate the conduct of Christ and his apostles,
that, though no general plea to oppose an established
religion can be admitted, in excuse of a pretended
reformer, yet that a special plea, such as a belief of a
divine commission, and the like, will excuse him.
But I can see no material difference in these cases.
"The voice of conscience is, in all cases, as the wvoice of

God
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God to every man. Itis, therefore, my duty to en-
lighten the minds of my friends, my countrymen,
and mankind in general, as far as I have ability and
opportunity ; and to exert myself with more or less
zeal in proportion as I myself shall judge the import-
ance of the occasion requires, let my honest endea-
vours be considered as ever so factious and seditious,
by those who are aggrieved by them. It is no new
cry among the enemies -of reformation, 24e men who
have turned the world upside down, are come hither
also. "There are some who confine the obligation to
propagate christianity to the clergy, andeven to those
of them who have @ regular commission for that pur-
pose, according to the form of established churches y
and say that /zymen cannot be under any obligation
to trouble themselves about it, in whatever part of
the world they be cast; and what they say concern-
ing the propagation of christianity, they would ex-
tend to the reformation of it. But I can see no foun-
dation for this distinction, either in reason or in the
scriptures. The propagation, or reformation of
christianity, is comprehended in the general idea of
promoting useful knowledge of any kind, and this is

certainly
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certainly the duty of every man in proportion to his
ability and opportunity.

¢ Qur Saviour gives no hint of any difference be=
tween clergy and Jaity among his disciples. The
twelve apostles were only distinguished by him as
professed witnesses of his life, death, and resurrec-
tion. After the descent of the Holy Ghost, super-
natural gifts were equally communicated to all chris-
tian converts. 'The distinction of e/ders was only
such as years and experience entitled men to, and
only respected the internal government of particular
churches. As to the propagation of christianity
abread, or the reformation of corruptions in it at
home, there is nothing in the scriptures that can
lead us to imagine it to be the duty of one man more
than another. Every man who understands the
christian religion, I consider as having the same com-
mission to teach it that I myself have; and I think
my own commission as good as that of any bishop in
England, or in Rome.”

P. 18. It is allowed by many, that christian
churches as such, and its offices as such, have no
right to inflict civil punishments; but they say the
civil magistrate may embrace the christian religion,

and
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and enforce its precepts by civil penalties. But have
civil magistrates, when they become christians, a
power of altering or new modeling the christian reli-
gion, any more than other members of the christian
church ? If not, its laws and sanctions remain just as
they did befere, such as Jesus Christ and his apostles
left them ; and the things that may have been sub-
stituted in their place cannot be called christianity,
but are something else.

¢ If the civil magistfate chuse to become a chris-
tian, by all means let the doors of the christian
church be open to him, as they ought to be to all,
without distinction or respect of persons; but when
he is in, let him be considered as no more than any
other private christian. Give him a vote in all cases
in which the whole assembly is concerned, but let
him, like others, be subject to church censures, and
even to be excommunicated or excluded for noto-
rious ill behaviour.

¢¢ It is, certainly, contrary to all ideas of common
sense, to suppose that civil magistrates embracing
christianity have, therefore, a power of making latws
for the christian church, and enforcing the observ-
ance of them by sanctions altogether unsuitable to

M m its
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its nature. The idea cannot be admitted without
supposing a total change in the very first principles
and essentials of christianity. If civil penalties be
introduced into the christian church, it is, in every
sense, and to every purpose, making it @ kingdom of
this world. Tts governors then assume a power over
men’s persons and property, a power unknown in the
institutes of our religion. If, moreover, the civil
magistrate take upon him to prescribe creeds and
confessions of faith, as is the case in England, what
1s it but to usurp a dominion over the faith of chris-
zians? a power which the apostles themselves express-
ly disclaimed.”

P. 33. “ Had there been such a connection be-
tween ccclesiastical and civil matters, as the advo-
cates for church power contend for; had it been the
proper office of the civil magistrate to superintend the
affairs of religion, and had it been unlawful, as some
assert, for private persons to attempt any alteration in
it, except by application to the civil governor, is it
not unaccountable, that our Lord, and his apostles,
did not make their first proposals to the supreme ma-
gistrates among the Jews or Romans? They certain-
ly had no idea of the peculiar obligation of magis-

trates
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trates to attend to this business, and chuse a religion
for the people, since we never hear of their making
application to them on any such account. It was
their constant custom to preach the gospel wherever
they came, in all companies, and to all persons pro-
miscuously ; and almost all the intercourse they had
with magistrates, seems to have been on occasion of
their being brought before them as criminals.

¢ Our Lord sent out, both his twelve apostles,.
and also the seventy disciples, among all the cities of
Israel, but we do not read of his sending any deputa-
tion to the rulers of the Jews. John the Baptist
seems to have confined his preaching to the wilder--
ness of Judea, and the territory in the neighbour-
hood of the river Jordan ; where he gave his exhorta-
tion to all that came to hear him without distinction
of persons. St. Paul, indeed, made an appcal to
Casar, but it was in order to obtain his liberty in an
unjust prosecution. We are not informed that he,
or any of the apostles, ever took any measures to lay
the cvidences of the christian religion before the Ro-
man emperor, or the Roman senate, in order to con-
vince them of the truth and excellency of it, and in-
duce them to abolish heathenism, in favour of it,

throughout
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throughout the Roman empire ; which many per-
sons would now think to have been the readiest, the
most proper, and the best method of christianizing
the world. On the contrary, their whole conduct
shews, that they considered religion as the proper and
immediate concern of every single person, and that
there was no occasion whatever to consult, or advise
with any earthly superior in a case of this nature.” |
P. 35. ¢ It cannot be inferred from any thing
that our Saviour has delivered, thatany one christian
has a right authoritatively to dictate or prescribe to
another, but I think the very contrary, if it be in the
power of words to convey suchameaning. When
his disciples were disputing about power and prece-
dency, he said to them, Matth. xxiii. 8. Be not ye
called Rabbi, for one is your master, even Christ, and
all ye are brethren ; and call ne man your father upon
earth, jfor one is your father, which is in heaven.
Neither be ye called master, jfor one is your master,
even Christ ; but he that is greatest among you shall
be your servant, &e. Mark x. 42. Ye know that they
who are accounted 10 rule over the Gentiles, cxercise
lordship over them ; and their great ones exercise au-
thority upon them ; but so shall it not be among you ;

but
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but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your
minister, and whosoever of you will be chiefest, shall
be servant of all.”

P. 43. ¢ All the rational plea for ecclesiastical
establishments, is founded on the necessity of them,
in order to enforce obedience to civil laws; but
though religious considerations be allowed to be an
excellent aid to civil sanctions, it will not, therefore,
follow, as some would gladly have it understood,
that, therefore, the business of civil government
could not have been carried on a7 a// without them.
I do not know how it is, that this position seems, in
general, to have passed without dispute or examina-
tion; but, for my own part, I see no reason to think
that civil society could not have subsisted, and even
have subsisted very well, without the aid of any fo-
reign sanctions. I am even satisfied that, in many
countries, the jurction of civil and ecclesiastical pow-
ers have done much mischief, and that it would have
been a gieat blessing to the bulk of the people, if
their magistrates had never interfered in matters of
religion at all, but had left them to provide for them-
selves in that respect, as they do with regard to me-
dicine.”

The
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The state of things in this country since the
American revolution, has justified the observations
of our author here, and in other places. Ciyil go-
vernment is found to subsist very well, and to answer
all the purposes of society in Virginia, Pennsylva-
nia, and in general throughout the United States,
without the assistance of an incorporated band of
clergymen and the sanction of a religious establish-
ment. .

P. 49. ¢ Though it may be true, that inconve-
nience would arise from the immediate suppression
of religious establishments, it doth not follow that
they were cither necessary or expedient ; that the na-
tion would have been in a worse state if they had
never existed; and that no measures ought to be
taken to relax or dissolve them. Were the religion
of Mahomet abolished, every where at once, no
doubt much confusion would be occasioned. Yet
what christian would, fer that reason, wish for the
perpetuity of that superstition? The same may be
said of Popery, and many other kinds of corrupt re-
ligion. Customs, of whatever kind, that have pre-
vailed so long as to have influenced the genius and
manners of a wholc nation, cannot be changed with-

out
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out trouble. Such a shock to men’s prejudices
would necessarily give them pain, and unhinge them
for a time. It is the same with vicious habits of the
body, which terminate in diseases and death; but
must they be indulged, and the fatal consequences
calmly expected, because the patient would find it
painful and difficult to alter his manner of living ?
Ecclesiastical establishments, therefore, may be a
real evil, and a disease in civil society, anda danger-
ous one too, notwithstanding the arguments for the
support of them, derived from the confusion and in-
convenience attending their dissolution ; so far is this
consideration from proving them to be things excel-
lent or useful in themselves.

““ Even the mischiefs that might be apprchended
from attempts to amend or dissolve establishments,
are much aggravated by writers. Much less op-
position, I am persuaded, would arise from the
source of real digotry, than from the quarter of inze-
rest, and the bigotry that was set in motion by per-

sons who were not themselves bigots.”

P.52. ¢ One circumstance in favour of my ar-
gument is very evident. If the support of christia-
nitv had not been piously undertaken by Constan-

tine,
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tine, and the succeeding Roman emperors, the Po-
pish hierarchy, that great mystery of iniquity and
abomination, could never have existed. And I think
all the advocates for church power, will not be able
to mention any evil attending the want of ecclesiasti-
cal establishments, equal to this which flowed from
one.

¢ All other ecclesiastical establishments among
christians, partake more or less of the nature of this,
the first and greatest of them being nothing more
than corrections and emendations of it. Many of
the abuses in it have been rectified, but many of
them, also, are retained in them all. That there are
some things good and useful in them all is true, but
it is no difficult matter to point out many things that

" are good (that is, which have been attended with con-
sequences beneficial to mankind) in the grossest
abuses of popery. Those who study history cannot
fail to be acquainted with them, and there is no occa-
sion to point them out in this place.

« Thanks to the excellent constitution of things,
that there is no acknowledged evil in the whole course
of nature, or providence, that is without a beneficial
operation, sufficient to justify the appointment or

permission
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permission of it, by that great and good Being who
made, and superintends all things. But because
tempests by land and sea, poisonous plants and ani-
mals, &c. do good, considered as parts of the whole
system ; and because it certainly seems better in the
sight of God, that they should exist than not, must
we not, therefore, guard against their pernicious ef*
fects to ourselves ?

¢ Let this be applied to the case of civil and ec-
clesiastical tyranny inevery form. The Divine Be-
ivg, for good and wise ends, permits them ; but he
has given usa power to oppose them, and to guard
ourselves against them. And we need not doubt,
but that things will be so guided by his unseen hand,
that the good they were intended to answer will be
answered, notwithstanding our just opposition; or
will appear to /ave been answered, if we succeed in
putting a final end to them. He makes use of men
as his instruments, both in establishing and remov-
ing all these abuses, in civil and ecclesiastical go-
vernment.”’

P. 69. “Iam afraid our Saviour and his apos-
tles were not aware of this necessity of a legal main-
tenance for gospel ministers, or they would certain-

Nn ly
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ly have made some provision for it, or have left some:
instructions concerning it. But, perhaps, this was
omitted by them, to prevent any reflection being cast
upon themselves ; for, according to this principle,
they were but indifferently qualified for the discharge
of their office. To be perfectly serious: If our
Lord had imagined that any real advantage would
have accrued to the ministers of his gospel from a
legal provision, I do not see why we might not
(either in his discourses or parables) have expected
some hint of it, and some recommendation of an alli~
ance of his kingdom with these of this world, in or-
der to secure it to them. - Butno idea of such policy
as this can be collected from the New Testament.
For my part, I wonder how any man can read it, and
retain the idea of any such worldly pelicy, so far am
I from thinking it could have been collected from
Pl

In the same year, 1769, Dr. Priestley found a new
and eminent antagonist against whom to exercise his
talents, in defence of the rights of Protestant dissent-
ers. Dr. Blackstone, the celebrated author of the
Commentaries on the laws of England, had not only
recited with approbation the statutes of Edward VL.

and
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4nd Queen Elizabeth, in which the penalty of confis-
cation of goods and imprisonment for life, for the
third offence, are denounced against all who shall
speak in derogation, &ec. of the book of common
prayer, but justified the continuance of such penal-
ties, intimating that any alteration of them would be
a breach of the articles of union between England and
Scotland, and censuring in harsh and severe lan-
guage, every attempt to depreciate the liturgy, as
calculated for no other purpose than merely to dis-
turb the consciences; and poison the minds of the
people.

Dr. Priestley, in a bold and manly reply, and
with a more than ordinary vehemence, which he
thought the occasion called for, as believing himself
to be particularly aimed at, refutes what Dr. Black-
stone had advanced, and points out the injustice of
such statutes, and the illiberality of those who un-
dertake to defend them ; inasmuch as dissenters are
thereby precluded from making a proper defence of
their principles, which can never be done with energy
or effect, without exhibiting the true grounds of their
dissent, founded on the unscriptural forms of worship
contained in the books of common prayer. He also

enters
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enters into a discussion of some historical facts not

fully or accurately stated by Dr. Blackstone, This
learned lawyer thought it necessary to make a reply,

in which he declares that he had no view to Dr.

Priestley in what he had said; that part of his Com-

mentaries having been written ﬁfteen~ years before ;

- and that he was altogether unacquainted with his

writings, his ingenious history of Electricity except-

ed. He openly disavowed the sentiment that * the

spirit, the principles, and the practices of the secta-

ries are not calculated to make men good subjects ;*
and generously promised to cancel the offensive pa-
ragraphs in the future editions of his work. Dr.

Priestley addressed a handsome and polite letter to-
Dr. Blackstone; in the St. James’s Chronicle, which
T remember to have read, either in that or some other
rewspaper at the time, and this brought the contro-
versy, so far as Dr. Blackstoue was concerned in 1t,
to an amicable conclusion.

This controversy with Dr. Blackstone, led Dr.
Priestley to write another pampblet, entitled, 4 View
of the principles and conduct of the Protestant Dis-
senters, with respect to the civil and ecclesiastical con-
stitwion of England, London, 1769. In this tract,

after
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after some general observations, he states I;afticular-
ly the religious principles of the Disseriters, and their
objections against the constitution of the church of
England ; as claiming a power to decree rites and ce-
remonics ; as establishing a Aéerarchy, consisting of
orders of men, with titles and powers, absolutely
unknown in the New Testament, &c.; on account
of the practice of some useless and superstitious ce-
remonies; on account of the obstinate adherence to
a form of prayer that contains many exceptionable
passages. Lastly, the rational Dissenters have a class
of objections peculiar to themselves, founded on the
disbelief of the doctrine of the Trinity, and other
points asserted in the liturgy orarticles of the church
of England. These heads are enlarged upon;: and
exemplified with great spirit and propriety. ~He
next enters into a detail of the political principles of
the Dissenters, and shews that there is nothing in
them unfiiendly to monarchy or the civil constitution
of England', or to render them unworthy of the pa-
tronage or protection of government; to which, as
settled at the Revolution, they and their ancestors
have been the firmest {riends. The whole concludes
with a summary view of the history of the Puritans

and
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and some miscellaneous observations. Upon the
whole, this is a very valuable performance, clearly
and elegantly written, and highly worthy of the at-
tention of that respectable body of men in whose fa-
vour it was composed.

The spirited tract above mentioned, was soon fol-
lowed by another piece of a practical and sentimental
nature, stiled, 4 Free Address to Protestant Dissent-
ers, as such. By a Dissenter. The first cdition of
this piece was published at London, in 1769; the
second, with enlargements, in 1771 ; and the third at
Birmingham, in 1788. The two first were publish-
ed without the author’s name. In the preface, he
assigns a very handsome reason for this concealment.
« If it be asked, why the author chose to conceal his
name, he frankly acknowledges, that it was not be-
cause he was afraid of making himself obnoxious to
the members of the church of England. If they un-
derstand him right, they wiil perceive that his inten-
tions towards them are far from being unfriendly ;
and if they understand him wrong, and put an unfair
and uncandid construction upon what he has writ-
ten, he trusts-that, .with a good mcaning, and in a
good eause, he will never be over-awed by the fear

of
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of any thing that men may zAink of him, or do to
him.

¢ Neither was it because he was apprchensive of
giving offence, either to the minister, or to the people,
among the dissenters, because he has spoken with
equal freedom to both ; butin reality, because he
was unwilling to lessen the weight of his observa-
tions and advice, by any reflections that might be
made on the persons from whom they come. An
anonymous author is like the abstract idea of a2 man,
which may be conceived to be as perfect as the ima-
gination of the reader can make it.

“If, however, notwithstanding all the author’s
precautions, any of his readers should find him out,
he hopes that, along with so much sggacity, they will
at least have the gocdness to forgive what was well
intended, and excuse imperfections in one whois, at
least, desirous to render others free from them.”

After an animated exordium, the author treats in
the first section of the importance of the dissenting in-
terest with respect to religion. Under this head he
shews, that it is only from dissenters that a reforma.
tion can be expected of those gross corruptions that
have been introduced into religion; that princes and

statesmen
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statesmen only make use of it as an enginé of state
policy to promote their own secular ends; that all
the service they can do to religion is not to intermed-
dle with it at all, so as to interrupt the reformations
that might take place in it from natural and proper
causes, &c.

¢ The kingdom of Christ (says Dr. Priestley) is-
not represcnted by any part of the metallic image of
king Nebuchadnezzar, which denoted all the em-
pires of this world ; but is the Zizzle stone cut our of
the moumain without hands. It isa thing quite fo-
reign to the image, and will at last fall upon it and
destroy all the remains of it.  All that true christi-
anity wishes, is to be unmolested by the kings and
rulers of the earth, but it can never submit to their
regulations.

“No christian prince before the reformation ever
interfered in the business of religion, without ecsta-
blishing the abuses which had crept into it ; and all
that christian princes have done since the reformation,
has tended to retard that great werk; and to them
and their interference it is manifestly owing, that it is

no firther &dvanced at this day.”

The
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The reformation proposed by Wickliffe, <o early
as the year 1460, is shewn to have been more com-
plete than any that has actually taken place in the
church of England by the authority of the legislature.
Errors and abuses have since been discovered, which
Wickliffe did not suspect, but which affect the very
vital parts of the christian system, and while adhered
to, form an insuperable obstacle to its progress, such
as the doctrine of the Trinity, &c. In order to re-
medy which abuses, the clergy must throw up their
preferments, and the laity refuse to attend the esta-
blished worship, in which case a reformation of the
greatest abuses would immediately take place. Dis-
senters, in the mean time, ought to act the part that
their situation enables them to do, by a rigid scruti-
ny into the foundation of their religious principles,

gectifying what the; find amiss, and using their en-
“deavours to enlighten the minds of others. They
ought conscientiously to forbear giving any counte-
nance by a stated attendance on worship, that they be-
lieve to be unscriptural and idolatrous, which coun-
tenance on their part must have a natural tendency
to perpetuate error and promote the cause of infide-
lity,

Oo In
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In section second, the importance of the dissenting
interest, with respect to the civil interests of the commu-
nity, is considered. The narrow views of the old
Puritans with respect to civil and religious liberty,
is candidly acknowledged and contrasted with the
liberal ideas of their descendants, the present race of
Dissenters. The just claims of this part of the com-
munity to a full participation of civil privileges are
asserted, and at the same time they are consoled by
truly christian motives and considerations, and ex-
horted to patience and acquiescence in the view of
being deprived of them.

Section third, treats of the manner in which Dis-
senters ought to speak or write concerning the church
of England. ~And here they are exhorted to integri-
ty, and the most manly and open acknowledgment
and profession of their sentiments respecting the di-
vine unity and other important points. The luke-
warmness and indifference, which the author saw
with regret, growing up and spreading among the
Dissenters of his time, founded either on false ideas
of toleration and religious liberty, or arising from a
sinful conformity to the fashionable world, are here

severely
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severely and deservedly censured, and a more strict
and laudable conduct earnestly recommended.

The fourth section contains observations on the
expence attending the dissenting interest. By the ex-
ample of the primitive christians, and that of their
ancestors the Puritans, the Dissenters are here ex-
horted to liberality in support of a good cause, which
can never be maintained at too great an expence
while it is considered as the cause of God and truth.

The fifth section gives excellent advice to minis-:
ters, with respect to their public and private conduct,
manner of life, method of preaching, and discharge
of their professional duty, highly deserving their
most serious and attentive consideration.

Sections sixth and seventh, treats of the low and
divided state of the dissenting interest, and the causes
of it, which is shewn to be no just cause for aban-
doning it, but on the contrary to furnish motives for
greater zeal and exertion,

P.109. ¢ The cause of zruth and liberty can
never cease to be respectable, whether its advocates
be few or many. Rather, if the cause be just and
honourable, the smaller is the party that support it,
the fewer there are to share that honour with us. It

can
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can never be matter of praise to any man to join a
multitude, but to be singular in a good thing is the
greatest praise. It shews a power of discernment,
and fortitude of mind, not to be overborne by these
unworthy motives, which are always on the side of
the majority, whether their cause be good or bad.”

P. 122. ¢ Though it happens, that in the town
in which you live, there be no society of Dissenters
that you can entirely approve of, it can hardly hap-
pen but that there will be some, which, if you consi-
der seriously, you may more conscientiously join
with, than with the church of England. 1f we take
in every thing relating to doctrine, discipline, and
method of worship, I think there is no sect or deno-
mination among us, that is not nearer to the standard
of the gospel than the established church; so that,
even in those circumstances, you will be a dissenter,
if reason, and not passion or prejudice, be your
guide.

«If when you reside for any time in the coun-
try, you chuse to go to church rather than to the
dissenting meeting-house, because the dissenters
happen to make no great figure in the place; if you
feel any thing like shame, upon seeing the external

mearness
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meanness of the interest, and secretly wish to have
your connections with it concealed ; conclude, that
the spirit of this world has got too much hold of
you, and that religious motives have lost their influ-
ence.

¢« If this be your general practiee (and I wish I
could say it was not so, with many of the more opu-
lent among us) you are but half a dissenter; and.a
few more worldly considerations would throw you
entirely into the church of England, or into any
other church upon earth. With this temper of
mind you would, in primitive times, have been
ashamed of c/hristignity itself, and have joined the
more fashionable and pompous heathen worship.
But consider what our Lord says with a view to all
such circumstances as these, Whosoever shall be
ashamed of me, and of my words, of him also shall
the son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the
glory of his father, with his holy angels.”

A postscript is added to this excellent address, in
which dissenters are exhorted to a serious observa-
tion of the Lord’s day, a regular attendance on public
worship, and a proper concern to promote the cause

of religion in the world.

The
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The friendly care of our author to serve the ¢ause
of religion among the Dissenters, appeared soon after
by the publication of another seasonable and valua-
ble treatise, entitled, A Free Address to Protestant
Dissenters, on the subject of Church Discipline ; with
a Preliminary Discourse, concerning the Spirit of
Christianity, end the corruption of it by false notions
¢f religion, London, 1770. {

A sprightly animated vein of thought runs
through this preliminary discourse ; particularly that
part where the love of Christ is considered as excit-
ing a stronger sympathy, and having a more power-
ful practical effect, when he is contemplated as a man
who lived and died to promote and secure the final
happiness of mankind, apart from those false ideas
annexed to his character in the Athanasian and
Arian schemes. The true glory and dignity of
Christ is also asserted in significant and affecting
terms. The pernicious effects of false notions of re-
ligion on the mind, and the distress and uneasiness
occasioned by them, are displaycd and deplored.

The treatise itself contzins eight sections. The
first treats of the state and cffect of church discipline
in primitive times, and opens with the fcllowing just

description
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description of the end and design of christianity in
general, and the institution of christian sccieties in
particular.

“ We are sufliciently authorised to say, that the
great end which the Almighty had in view, in the
dispensation of the gospel, was the reformation of a
sinful world ; and that whereas before the coming of
Christ, the Jewish nation, alone, was honoured with
the title of the peculiar people of God, the general pro-
mulgation of the gospel of Christ was intended to
procute him, from a// nations promiscuously, @ pecu-
liar people zealous of good works.

“ Lyery christian society, therefore, having the
same object in a particular place, that christianity in
general has with respect to the world at large, should
be considered as a voluntary association of persons
who embrace christianity, and who are desirous of
taking the most effectual methods to promote the
real ends of it ; or, in the language of scripture, 70
build themselves up in the holy faith whereof they have
made profession, to edify one another, and to provoke
unto love and good works.

* The members of christian societies are to ex-
hibit to the world aroung them, an engaging pattern

of
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