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Summary, Hiftorical and Political, of
the firft
ments,

Planting, progreflive Improve
and prefent State of the Britijk

Settlements in North-America.

A

VOL.

II.

Part

I.

Supplement to

And Introduction

to

the firft Volume

;

the fecond Volume.

Writer of this Hiftorical Summary, does
This is a plain
affect a ftudied Elegancy.
Narrative of inconteftible Facts delivered with
Freedom, a Collection or Common -Piace of
Years
Obfervations, defigned at firft only for the
many
Writer's private Amufement or Remembrancer ; but at
the Defire of fome Friends it is publifiied for the Benefit
of the Publick, and for the Ufe of future Hiftorians,
As the Writer is independent,
Deui Nobis bac otia fecit.
no
in
no
Office,
Ringleader of any Party
being
publick
or Faction ; what he writes, may be deemed impartial :
If Facts related in Truth offend any Governor, Commo
dore, or other great Officer, he will not renounce Im
partiality and become Sycophant.
B
Vol. II.
As

E

TH

not

A
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Summary,

As this

Historical and Political, &c.

Summary has

been difcontinued many Months,
Incident which may in Courfe be mentioned
by Way of a Digreffional Amufement ; I find myfelf
inclined to continue the
Hiftory of fundry Affairs down
to this Time
April 1750.

From

an

*

I. The Naval Affairs
upon the Continent Coaft of Britijh
North America;. Here f ends
(a Peace being concluded

Aixla Chapelle) our Naval Wars with France and
Spain
upon the Coaft of North- America -, the Peace of Aix la
Chapelle was figned Oblober 7th. 1 748, and proclaimed in
at

Boslon, May

10.

1749.

In Autumn 1747. Commodore ## les arrived in
the
Harbour of Bofton with a Squadron of Men of War from
Louifiourg of Cape-Breton^ ordered all our 4. Men of War
Stationed for the Protection of the North-American
—

Trade,
join him at Bofton to profecute fome fecret Expedition
againft the French and Spaniards in theGulphof Mexico -9
the Reduftion of St.
Jago de Cuba was the principal Defign, and was not effectuated ; but en paffant, he happened
to furprize the French Fort of Port
Louis of the Ifland
of Hifpaniola, and had the better in a Sea
Engagement
with a Spanifh Squadron off the Havannah of
the Ifland
to

of Cuba ; thefe Occurrencies are not within the
Limits
©four Hiftory,. which is confined to the Britifh
Conti
nent Settlements in North-America
; and the Admiral
Ktt
's Conduct in thefe
Expeditions, as it is faid is
now upon the
Carpet at Home. Our Coaft being thus
left naked m May
1748, about fourteen French and

Spa-

*

The great Man of the Province for the
Time bein? finrlmc
that the Writer,
hisperfonal
phant, but wrote Tranfaftions with a true and impartial Freedom
endeavoured that his own
Management might remain obfcure, and
not ftare himfelf and the Pubhck in the
Face , this he attempted in
inany Forms 10 Averting,
or rather

Acquaintance^ wa!f»5 S

though^of

lick-fpinted
+

laborious

S*a

impeding
Undertaking.

Bickerin2s
Th% heorgta.

Section

ofG«V«Md

or

Jig<i3*FS: Fris*,e8*

°ot

defeating6 thii

St.

Augufline

are

fit *• "" "
B*,de<

left
«

to

pub-

*

the
*

«* b«-

ni/k
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were
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roaving from South-Carolina

to

New-

They failed up Delaware Bay and River fo high

:

New-Caftle, and with their armed Boats to within five
Philadelphia : Philadelphia News-Papers fays
Foreign Trade is now at a Stand, and the Port as

Miles of
«

much fhut up as if the River was frozen." In Chefaepeak Bay of Virginia they went fo high as Repahanock
River and carried offfeveral Ships. In
September 174?
two Spanifh Privateers failed
up Cape-Bear River of North"

Carolina, landed Men, plundered Brunfwick, took Poffeffion of Six Veffels, but from fome cafual Difafters,
they
foon returned down the River.
to the French and
Continent Ports, or put them to
the French and Spanijh

tunity given

Here

Treaty of

fine

Oppor

Spaniards
plunder our
high Contributions ; but

Pufilanimity

II. A
Indians.

was a

Peace with the ||

to

favoured

Abnaquie

us.

or

Eafteni

Or, rather the formal Submiflion of thefe Indi

by their Delegates to
England. Vol. I. P. 564.

the Governments of Newended our Account of the
late French and Indian Incurfions in
New-England ;
fince that Account, there have been
only fome fmall
Damages done by a few fcattered Indian Banditti.
As this Indian Treaty or Submiflion to
King George
II. is very plain, eafy and voided of fome
antiquited wild
Fooleries which ufually
accompany fuch Affairs, we fliali
infert it here by Way of a
Specimen of Indian Treaties.

ans

The St. John's Indians of Nova
Scotia, are of the Abnaquie
but were not in the
Congrefs, becaufe lately they feent
chiefly to affociate with the Mikmake Indians of Nova- Scotia.
The
Pignuakit Tribe of Abnaquie, are almoft extinfl, they did not engage
in this War, but retired and lived
amongft the Englijh, during the
War, in the County of Plymouth ; Fourteen of them Men, Women
and Children, were prefent at this
The Mafifajuck In
Congrefs
dians on the Eaft Side or Dutch Side of lake
or

Q

Nation,

-

are in

the

Abnaquie Divifion,

The fmall Tribe of

but

Scatacoois,

Champlain

Corlaer,

do aflociate with the
Abnaquiet,
Houfuck River, Eaft Side of Hud-

never
on

fotfs great River, and the fcatter'd Mohegins on Hud/on's River,
though
Jbnaqutes, are under the Protection of the Mohawks or Iroquies 6great
Nation*,

There

Political, &cl
There was firft a previous general Meeting of the In1
dian Delegates from all the Tribes in a general Council,;
to
pray the Government of New-England for a Treaty;
A

4

Summary,

Historical and

of Peace.
Some Time in June 1749, nine Delegates from the
feveral Tribes of Indians came to Bofton to make Propofals for a Peace ; they propofed the Sage Governor Bum
tner*s Treaty to act upon, and that the Congrefs fhould
be at Falmouth in Cafco-Bay, about 100 Miles Eaftward
from Boslon.
•

The Congrefs began at Falmouth, September 27. 1749,
between the Commiffioners of Majfachufetts-Bay, viz.
Thomas Hutchinfon
Ifrael Williams
John Otis Efqrs.
John Choate
And of New-Hampfhire, Theodore Atkinfon, John "Down*
ing, Efqrs. on the one Part •, and the Delegates of the
Eaftern Indians on the other Part, viz.
Eight from the Tribe of Norridgowocks 5
Toxus
Soofephnia.
Naktoonos
Eneas

Magawombee
Harrey

Nefaqumbuit

Pereez
Five from the Tribe of * Penobfcotl
Eger Emmet
Efparagoofaret
Neemoon
Maganumba
NiSiumbouit
Six from the Tribes of f Arrefuguntoocooks^ and
Weweenocks ;
Sawwaramtt
Sauqmjh
Wareedeon
Aujfaado

Waaununga

Wawawnunka^

*

The Penobfcots jocofely faid, That
young Men if they were not drunk.

f Thefe by the French,

are

they

could anfwer for their

called the Miffion of St. Francois and

Befancourt, both lie upon the South Side of St. Laurence, or Canada.
River, one 40 the other 30 Leagues above Quebec ; their joining with
of

the other Tribes of the New-England Indians in this Submiflion to
King George II. of Great- Britain, may well be ufed as an Argu
ment for New- England's reaching naturally and in the
Opinion of
&efe Indians, to the South Side of Canada River.

AH

Introduction

to

Vol. IT.

5

All the Indian Delegates were not arrived until O5lober
The New Hampfhire Commiflioners returned home
15.
before the Treaty was finifhed, and left a Power with
Roland Cotton, Efq ; to fign in their Name The Colony
of Connecticut, tho' defired by the Government of Maf—

did not fend any Commiflioners ♦, perhaps
themfelves out of the Queftion, being
reckoned
they
covered by the whole Breadth of the Province of Majfachufetls-Bay •, Nova- Scotia was alio invited.
Roland Cotton Efq ; was Clerk.
Capt. Jofepb Bean was Interpreter, both under Oath.
Tonus of Norridgowocks was reckoned the chief of thefe
"
ever fince
Indian Tribes, and their Speaker ; he faid
Governor Dummer 4- treated with us, all the Indians lik'd
it well, and have reckoned it well ever fince." Mr.
Hutchinfon Chairman of the Commiflioners from Maffachufetts-Bay, in his Speech to the Indians, "You have al
the
ways fpoke well of Governor Dummer* s Treaty, and
and it lafted long, this we
lik'd
it
have
well,
Englifh
to be a plan for a Treaty.

fachufetts-Bay,

propofe

Treaty is as follows,
"We the Indians inhabiting within his Majefty's Territoriesof New- England, make Submiflion to King George
II. in as full and ample a Manner as any of our PredecefThe

fors have heretofore done.
1. We Indians in all Times coming, will maintain a
firm and conftant Amity with all the H Englifh, and will
never confederate or combine with any other Nation to
their Prejudice.
2. That the Englifh Subjects may peaceably and qui
etly enjoy their Rights and Settlements ; referving to the
Indians all Lands not formerly conveyed to the Englifh, as
alfo the Privilege of Fifhing, Hunting and Fowling as

formerly.
4 That Treaty,
The

was

Anno 1725.
is ufed,

Defignatfon Englifh
|
than, that of Britijk,

as

moretfarailiar

to the

Indians

£. The

6

A

Summary,

Historical and Political, &c.

The Trade to be under the Direction of the Maffachufetts Government.
4. All Controverfies (hall be iffued in the due Courfe
of Juftice of Maffachufetts Government Courts.
5. If any of our Indians commit Hoftilities againft the
Englifh, we fhall join the Englifh to bring them to
Reafon.
6. If any Tribe of Indians, make War upon any of the
now contracting Tribes, the
Englifh fhall aflift and bring
Reafon.
them to
Moreover, it is agreed that there mall be Truck -houfes
The Indians defire a Truckat Georges and at Richmond.
houfe alfo on Saco River."
III. A fhort and general Continuation of the * NovaScotia Affairs, particularly as to the Chebutla Settlement.
3

.

*
See P. 305. 317, 566. Vol. I.
There was a Government
Scheme of this Nature fet on Foot, 1732, it was too much Utopian*
and therefore impracticable : I mean the Settlement of the Province of
Georgia in the Southern Parts of South-Carolina, a Frontier againft the
Spaniards of Florida, in a dry Sandy parched Soil : the Scheme was
pompous, njiz. to raife great Quantities of Rice, Wine, Cotton-Wool,
Indigo, Cochineal, Silk, Hemp, Flax. Hitherto they have doqe nothing,
though a great Charge to the Crown, in Civil and Military Eftablifhment ; from 1733, (1733, the Parliament
granted £. 10,000-Sterl.

*735' £■ 26,000 Sterl. &c.) to 1743 inclufive, the Parliament Grant*
Civil Eftablifhment amounted to
£. 120,000 Sterl. from
1743, to 1749. their Civil and Military Grants were blended toge
ther. 1749, the Parliament granted for their Civil
Eftablifhment,
£. 5,304 Sterl. their Military Eftablifhment has been very chargeable,
the Pay and Victualling of one Regiment and feveral
Independent
Companies of regular Troops, armed Schooners and Rangers.
The Patent for erecting Georgia into a Province or
Corporation^
patted the Seals 1732. In Feb. 1733,4. the whole Number of Perfans that had been fhipped to Georgia were 320 Men,
113 Women,
102 Boys, 83 Girls, in all 618 Perfons, whereof one
Quarter were
Foreigners ; fince that Time many People have been imported, but
not long fince in that Province were to be found
only 602 Per
fons. July 1748, in Mr. Whiteji'eld's Bethefda, ( 12 Miles from
Savannah) were only 1 Matter, 2 Women, 4 Men- Servants Labour
ers, and 18 Children, whereof two paid for their Board ; in his Va
grancies this was his great Cant fund to beg Money and other Effecls
from weak Chriftians. Here I inadvertently
anticipate what properly
belongs to the Section of Georgia,
for the

Tho

Introduction to Vol. II.'
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The General, of Canada fince the Conclufion of the Jate
Peace, by Letters to the Prefident of Nova-Scotia and to
the Governor of New-England, claims the
greateft Part
of Nova- Scotia or U Ac cadi e : the French Coureurs
des
Bois and their Indians, 1749, have made fome fmall

Ap

pearances to intimidate our new Settlers.
1. A Number
of French and Indians, came before our Block-Houfe at
Minus without erred, they
furprize a'nd carry off about
1 8
Stragglers as Captives. 2. In September, Eight Indians
as Traders came aboard DonneU
Trading Stoop in Chicatietlo Bay, by
Surprize with their long Knives they kill
three of his Men, while feveral Indians on Shore waited
the Event ; in this Scuffle, the Indians loft feven of
their
Men. 3. Beginning of OHober, a
Company of about 40
Indians, as was fuppofed, furprized eight of Gilman's
Timber-Men near the Saw-Mills, Eaft Side of
CbebuBa
Bay ; they killed four of Gilman's Men, three efcaped
to the Flanker of the
BIock-Houfe, one Man is miffing,
fuppofed to be captivated to make Difcoveries ; the Indians
did not attempt the Block -Houfe :— Afterwards there
was
a more
general Rendezvous of Indians, but having no Profpea of any Advantage, and the St. John's Indians, differ
ing with the Mikmaks, they broke up and went Home.
The chief Settlement will be the Town of
||
or Chebutla, laid out and fettled in
a few Months ; *
for Defence round it at
proper Diftances are fivepicquetted Block- Houfes
containing Barracks for Warbutton's

Hallif'ax

Regiment.
In

our

firft Vol. P.

projected, but
||

566, we juft entred upon the late
vigoroufly profecuted f Re-Settle*

So called from Earl of

Settlement.
*

now

Idlenefs and

Hallifax,

Intemperance, the

the

Principal Encouraoer
b

Bane of all

our

Plantations, efpe-

cially confidering the Nature of the Firft Settlers of
more

dangerous

of this

this

Place,

are

than any Parcels of
defpicable ftraggling Indians.
f 1 am forry to write, that from 1710, to
1749, being near the
of
bpace
r-orty Years, the French have been filently allowed to keep
Pofleffion in all Refpefls of the Province of
Noia Scotia, the Fort of
Annapolis and its Banlicw

excepted,

meat

A

8
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ce

of Nova-Scotia, by the indefatigable Gov. CornwalUsi
the firft parliamentary Allowance or Encouragement was
£. 40,000 Sterl. towards tranfporting to Nova Scotia,
and maintaining there, for a certain time after their arri
val, fuch reduced Officers and private Men, lately difmiffed from his Majefty's Land and Sea-Service, and + others
as fhall be
willing to fettle faid Colony. Col. Cornwailis
with his Fleet of one Frigate of 20 Guns, 1 Man of War
Sloop Tranfports with Settlers, Provisions and Stores,
arrived in ChebucJa Bay end of June -, foon after arrived the
French Tranfports f who had brought from France the
Troops that took Poffefiion of Louifbourg) from Louislourg with the Britifh Troops who had evacuated Louisbourg, confifting of the two Regiments of Fuller and
Warburton, and a Detachment of the Train ; the Regi
ment of late Fuller's, to recruit Warburton's, and to leave
fome Settlers, was reduced to 35 private Men per Com
pany, half their former Compliment, and fent home.
In this Bay of ChebucJa, is built a uniform elegant
Town called Hallifax, after the Earl of Hallifax, a great
Promoter of this Settlement.
This Harbour of Chebufta
is a moft convenient Place of Arms for our American
Men of War, and a certain Check upon the French of
Louifbourg : it is well fituated for making of dry Cod-Fifh,
being about the middle of a long Range of Cape-Sable
Coaft Fifhing Banks, and may prove the beft
Cod-Fifhery
hitherto known.
I heartily wifh Succefs to the Settle
ment, but we cannot expect that it mould anfwer fo well
For Hufbandry, that is for Tillage and
Pafture, as our
ment

—

—

■

f A rhT raff of difmiiTed Soldiers and Sailors habituated
and

Vice, by their Labour

can never

fettle a
( fuch

new

Country

to
;

Idlenefs
but two

three young vigorous Regiments
as
Warburton's) canton'd
all over the Country, paid and victualled from Home for two or three
Years ( from New --England we can fupply them with
Wives, good
Breeders) and-when thus habituated to the Country, and to Hufbandr
with proper Encouragement of Land, they
may be difmiiTed from
their Military Service ; and make lading good Settlements.
No old
Men pafl their Labour, no Women but fuch as are of the
of
Ages
Ereeders, that is, none. exceeding 35 JEt. be admitted

cr

-

rents

of

numerous

Children,

to

fewe

excepting

as

Pa

their Guardians.

Colonies

Introduction

to

Vol. U.

J>

Colonies Further South : I conclude with the Words of
Bacon Lord Verulam, Settling Plantations is like planting
tf Timber, we muft wait patiently fome Years, before we
reap any

Benefit, 4-

IV. A fhort Recapitulation and

Conclufion of

the Louif

bourg Affair •, the Cape-Breton IJlands, for Keafons of State,
ere now refiored to the French Dominions', and after fome
political Remarks, we fhall take our final Leave of them.
See Vol. I. p. 335, &ft\ and p. 347, fcrV. The French
of Canada and Cape- Breton had more early Intelligence

of the French War than we of New-England, it was pro
claimed in Bofton June 2, 1744. Louifbourg of CapeBreton furrendered to us, June 1 7, 1 745. Autumn fol
lowing to garrifon Louifbourg, were lhip'd off from Gib
raltar, Fuller's and Warburton's Regiments of Foot, and
three Companies of Frampton's Regiment, with a large
Detachment from the Train ; it was too late in the Year
before they arrived upon our Winter Coaft, and were
obliged to winter in Virginia, a few of them put into
New-Tork, they arrived at Louifbourg May 24, 1746, and
relieved the New-England Militia confifting of about 1500
In the late Treaty of Aitc la Chapelle, OSober 7, 1 748, there
many Things in Relation to Trade, and to the Claims and Bounderies in the refpe&ive Plantations to be fettled with France and Spain,

4

were

which required a confiderable Time to be adjufted, and therefore
could not be inferted in the Body of the Treaty, but referred to a
Convention of Commiflioners : As the French Court in their various
Negociations are noted for appointing Men of Merit and real Know
ledge in the various Affairs with which they are intruded, doubtlefs
our Miniftry, will ufe Gentlemen of practical Knowledge in Trade,
and habituated to Plantation Affairs, Men of a quick clear Thought,.
and of a diftinft clear Elocution.
In the prefent State of Thing* the Well being of the European
Mother Countries, depends much upon their Plantations ; Plantations
make a Country rifh ; Holland is rich, not from its Produce or Ma
nufactures, but from its Eaft and Weft India Plantations, its Trade ani
Navigation. France never flourifhed fo much as in the Administration
of Cardinal Fluery, his principal Attention was to their Plantations and
Trade ; the Empire of Germany, Siveden, &c. though they abound in
labouring Men, for want of Plantations and Trade, are very poor.
.

Vol If.

C

Men,

^n>

^Summary, Historical and Political,

cVc.'

Garrifon from the Surrender of the
Commodore IVarren was at that Time Governor ;
after him Commodore Knowles was pro tempore Gover
nor •, Admiral Townfhend from the Weft India Iflandswith
a fmall
Squadron is ordered for the Protection of Louifand
fails for England in November 1746." Mr.
Jtourg,
Knowles. in his Time at a very great Charge, repaired the
Town and Fort, as if they were to remain to Great Bri
tain for ever.
Commodore Knowles in the Autumn 1 747,
with a fmall Squadron came to Bofton, and proceeded
upon a fecret Expedition to the Sugar Idands, and Mr.
Hobfon Lieut. Col. of Fuller's Regiment is appointed
Peace drawing near,Shirley3s
Governor of Louifbourg.
and Pepperell's Regiments from a Compliment of 100
private Men per Company were reduced to 70 Men ;
the private Men of the three Companies of Framptonrs
Regiment, were incorporated by way of Recruits with
Fuller's and Frampton's Regiment, and their Comrniffion
Officers, Sergeants, Corporals, and Drums fent home ;
Pepper ellys and Shirley's Regiments in Louifbourg were
entirely |J difmiffed June 24, 1749, their Arms and other
Accoutrements were detain'd by the Government.
The
Britijb Troops evacuated Louifbourg, July 12, 1749, and
were carried by the French
Tranfports to ChebucJa, and
the French Troops being about 600 Men took Polfeffion
of the Place.
It is a fpreading pufilanimous
Opinion amongft the lefs
thinking People, that the great Advantage of Louifbourg**
falling into our Hands was its ferving as a propitiotary
free Offering to France, and without
reftoring it we fhould
have had no Peace : but we ought
toobferve, 1. That
both Parties in the War were low in Cafh andCredir.
2. The French Navy Trade and
Navigation were fo re
duced, that they could not avoid defiri^g a Peace ; we
had taken as many of their Men of War as mio-ht have
been fufficient to reduce the remainder ; we had
taken
great Numbers of their South-Sea, Eaft and

Men, who had kept
Place

;

Weft-India

|[ They

were

put ia

Pay Sept.

1, 1745,

Turkey,
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other Ships, and what remain'd were obliged
continue in Port, (in fear of our numerous Privateers)having no Convoys or Men of War to protect them.
3. The Corruption which prevailed in Holland was like
to be extirpated, and the Dutch became active.
4. The
our Auxiliary
of
were
the
march
to
Ruffians
Army
upon
join us, for fome Reafonsof State they feem to have been
retarded in their March. If Louifbourg had not fallen
into our Hands, the reduced Towns and Forts in Flan
ders, muft have been returned, that is, evacuated ; it
feems that in all modern Negociations for a Peace the Bafis is Reftitution of all Land Conquefts on both Sides, ex
cepting where Equivalents or antiquited Claims fall in

Turkey, and
to

the

Way.

The Court of Great-Britain cannot cordially approve
infinitely rafh New England Corporation Adven
ture, though beyond all Military or Human Probability
fuccefsful -, it involved the Nation,already deeply in Debt,
In an additional Sum of about £. 800,000 Sterl. in the
feveral Articles of Reimburfement-Money, extraordinary,
fuperfluous Repairs, Tranfport Service, Stores, Garrifon
Officers, a large Detachment from the Train, and a nu
merous Garrifon of regular
Troops -, this Place was una
voidably to be evacuated and reftored to the French upon
a Peace, and as it
happened, in a better Condition, and
without any Reimburfement or Equivalent, cui bono 1 i
Cannot perceive any real Advantage acquired by the Re
duction of Louifbourg.
The fmall Britifh Squadron {ra
tioned at Bofton, without any additional national Charge,
would have been an effectual Check upon the Louifbourg
Privateers ; Commodore Warren from the Weft India
Iflands was fent for the Protection of the Coaft of NewEngland and Nova Scotia in the Spring 1745, and our
Trade in the Northern Parts of America, could not have
fuffer'd above 2 or 3 perCt difference oflnfurance, which
is as nothingcompared with the great Charge of,£. 800,000

of this

Sterl.

tt
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Sterl. before the

known, I eftimated ic
Charge was fully
*
or
lefs.
Sterl.
£,- 500,000
1 fum up the Louifbourg Affair.
1. It was infinitely
Ad
a
rafh,
venture, without any Or
private Corporationders or aifured Afiiftance of Men of War from Home ;
thirty fix hundred raw Militia (fome without proper
Arms) without any Difcipline, but at Random, as if in<
aFrolick, met together, no Provifion of Cloathing' or
Ships : by this and fmall Care of the Sick, and want of
Difcipline, weloftabout one half of our Men by Scurveys
and putried flow Fevers •, in a Military Way we loft only
about 60 Men killed and drowned, and about 1 1 6 Pri*
ibners to the French in the rafh foolifh Attempt uponthe Ifland-Battery : During the Siege, by good Fortune^
ac

*

If the Canada

Expedition which was recommended Home by
Had proceeded and fucceeded, after another
great
Addition to the National Debt j for Reafons of State, without
any
Equivalent or Reimburfement, it muft have been evacuated and reftored
to the French ; Ncvj England was at confiderable
Charge towards this
intended Expedition in Levey -Money, Victualling, Tranfport Service
Bedding, &c. for want of proper Application, Maffacbufctts have re
ceived no Reimburfement of this : Rhode- IJJand, by
Application have
received their Reimbursement.
Another extra provincial Perquifite Expedition was the
fending off
1500 Men towards the Reduction of Crown Point, a French Fort, neap
Lake Champlain in the Province of Neiv^Tori, this involved our Pro
vince in fome Charge (never to be recovered) by
fending Provifions
Amunition and other Stores by Water to Albany \ an
Epidemical Diftemper in the County of Albany + luckily prevented us ; if it had been
reduced, it muft either have been kept by. us at a very great Charge
equal to the Oppofition.of all the Force of Canada ; or we muft have
demolifhed it, to be re. built by.the French at one Tenth of our
Charge
is reducing of it.
Another Projefiion towards ruining our Province was the
Charge of
building a Fort at the Carrying- Place in the Government of New-York
between the- Falls of Hudfon"$ River and WoodCrerft : this was at
tended with the fame Inconveniences as the former.
Sending off Troops to affift the Six Indian Nations of Neiv-Vcrk-—
all thefe idle Propofals, were not refented by the Government of
New-Tort, as, if that rich Government had been incapable or neglecV*
ful of Self- protection, but filently admitted of ShQuixotifrna
our Houfe of Reprefentatives in-their Journal
of
fay, the
Governor

.—

•

-•

York

were

much abler

to

protect therafelves.

People

New-

WC
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had conffant

dry favourable Weather : but June 1 8,
after we had Poffeffion of the Town, the Rains
fet in, which certainly from our Men being ill cloathed
and ill lodged, muft infallibly have broken up the Siege.
We had a wretched Train of Artillery, or rather no Ar
tillery (they were voted by the Affcmbly not worth the
Charge of bringing back to Bofton) in a Quixote Manner
to demolifh a French American
Dunkirk, in which were
1900 armed Men, whereof 600 were regular Troops,
125 good large Cannon, 19 Mortars, with Stores and
Provifions fufficient for fix Months. 2. The
Military
Succefs was miraculous, but the cunning Part of the Pro
ject was natural, and could not mifs of Succefs. 1. A
necefiary enormous multiplied Emiffion of a depreciating
Paper Currency, enabled the fraudulent Debtors to pay
their Debts at about 10/ in the Pound Difcount.
2. Yaft
Perquifites to the Manager, f
We

next

Day

Currencies. || The Parliament of Great Britain, be
fore the Commencement of the late French War, had
under
f

As Writers and Preachers

forbear publifhing ****** which are
fhould
they
prove of bad Example ; I fhall
only fum up thefe Perquifites in this Manner ; In the Space of four
Years, viz. 1741 the introduftory Gratuities from the Province, and
from ***** of many thoufands of Pounds* and the
unprecedented Per
quifites in the three Expedition Years of 1745, J74^ and 1747, from
a negative Fortune, was amaffed a
large pofitive Eftate, and the loofe
Corns built a Country- Houfe at the
Charge of about fix thoufand
Pound Sterling.
The Predeceflbr, an honeft Gentleman of a
good
paternal Eftate, after eleven Years AdminHtration, in a Meflage to the
General Aflembly, July 21, 1741, reprefents, that he had been obli
ged to break in upon his own Eftate fome Thoufands of Pounds, to fup-

lingular,

rare or

new, left

port the Charafter of a King's Governor ; in Faithfulnefs to his Truft
he refufed a certain retaining Fee.
|| This accurfed Affair o# Plantation Paper- Currencies, when in
Courfeit falls in my Way, it proves a Stumbling block, and occafions a fort of Deviation'.
In the Appendix, I fhall
give a fhort Hiftory
of all the Plantation Paper currencies ; it may be a Piece of Curiofity
for Times to come. Mafiacbufetts- Bay was the Leader, and exceeded
all the Colonies in this Fraud ; from their firft Emiflion 1702 (I take
tXxJNoticc of Sir William Pbiffs Canada Bills, they were foon out of

the
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under their Confederation fome Regulations concerning
the Plantation Currencies •, and now that War being
ended, this third Seffions of the tenth Parliament of GreatBritain have refumed the Confideration thereof.

MaffachufetU
the

Queftion) to 1749, ^e
fylls of Publick Credit

Ia^ ^ear °f ^r- Sh

Adminiftration,

State- Nous fuffer'd a Difcount of 88
in
Worft
of Times when Mr. Law had the
France
the
Cent
in
;
per
Diredtion of the Finances, the Difcount upon their State Notes was
or.iy 65 per Cent : Majfacbufetts publick Bills of Credit 1749, were
fejorated to eleven for one Sterling.
In the few Years of Mr. Sh
Adminiftration, this fraudulent
was
Old
from
Tenor,
127,000
multiplied to about two
Currency
£.
and a half Millions, and by this dpreciating Contrivance the fraudu
lent Debtors paid only 10/ in the Pound, and every honeft Man not
The Money mak
i.i Debt loft about one half of his perfonal Eftate.
ing Afiemblies cculd not keep Pace with him in his Paper Emiffions ;
1
747, the Governor infiftihg upon further Emiffions, the Aflembly
"
if we emit more Bills, we apprehend it muft be followed
reprefents
by a great Impair, if not utter lofs of the publick Credit, which has
already been greatly wounded ;'' and in their Journal 1746, P. 240
'•we have been the Means of actually bringing Diftrefs.if not utter Ru
when any Complaints were offered to the Aflem
in upon ourfelves
Contrivance, they were referred
bly concerning Depreciation, by
to Committees
confifting of the- moft notorious Depreciators. See
our

or

Journal Augufl 17, 1744.
By Way of Amufement, I fhall adduce fome different Managements
of Adminiflrations with Refpecl to a fraudulent Paper Medium
1703
.from New- England, Bcnbadoes emitted
by Contrivance of Mr. W
£. 80,000 at 4 per Cent (common Intereft was 10 per Cent) upon
Land Security, payable after fome Years ; thofe Land bank-bills im
mediately fell 40 per Cent below Silver ; upon Complaint Home
the Court of England fent an Inftruttion to Governor Crow, to re
—

move from the Council and all Places of Truft, any
who had been
concerned in the late Paper Credit ; this Currency was fupprefled,
and their Currency became and continues Silver as before.
Cjovernor
Belcher of New England, 1 741, from Integrity and Faithfulnels to
the Publick, when a wicked Combination called Land bank, became
Head-ftrong ; he refufed their Bribe or retaining Fee, negatived their
—

Speaker

ar.d 13 of their

Counceliors,

and

fuperfeded

many

of

their

Soon after this Scheme was dam'd
Officers, Civil and Military.
by
1 fhall not
Aft of Parliament, Governor Sh
fay in Contempt,
but perhaps in Negledt of this A&. promoted their Directors and other
chief Managers to the higheft Cfr.ce?, of Councellors, Provincial Aand MilitiaQfficers ^referable to othens.
gents, Judges, Juftices, Sheriff;,
WJmbi.
—
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Maffachufetts-Bay,

as

they

have

at

ig

prefent

no

Province

upon Loan for Terms of If ears, have previtheir Currency by Act of Aflembly, ap
fettled
oufly
King in Council •, it is intitled, An Act
the
of
proved by
in
the
Bills of Credit of the federal Denomi
for drawing
nations, which have at any Time been iffued by this Govern
the
ment, and are ft ill outftanding ; and for
Rate of coined Silver in this Province f$r the future.
By
this Act it is provided that the Treafurer mall be im*
powered to receive the Heimburfement Money to be
exchanged after the 31 ft of March 1750, at the Rate of
45/ Old Tenor for a Piece of Eight •, and one Year more
Afcer 3 ift of March
is allowed for exchanging faid Bills
and Contracts fhall be payable in coined
Debts
all
1750,
Silver only, a Piece of Eight at 6f, one Ounce of Silver at
6/8, f as alfoall Executions with fuch Addition accord-

frills

out

ascertaining

—

immediate publick Emergency for raifing of
of publick Bills, already emitted, from the PolTeffors, would not have increafed a Paper Currency, but prevented Depre
ciations i fome Merchants and others offer'd to lend thefe Bills at a
fmall Intereft, fome Gentlemen faid, that they had better let them
without Intereft than that their perfonal Eftates from multiplied
Emiffions, fhould depreciate at a much greater Rate than after the Va
lue of an accruing Intereft : but this would have effectually defeated
the Scheme of the Depredators the fraudulent Debtors, therefore the
Propofal or Expedient was rejected by the Advice of
For Paper Currencies, fee Vol. I. P. 310, 314, 308,493.
*
This Reimburfement Money arrived at Bofton Sept. 18. 1749,
in a Man of WaT Frigate, confifting of 21 5 Chefts, (3000 Pieces of
Eight at a Medium per Cheft) of Milled Pieces of E:^ht, ar.d ico
Cafk of coined Copper. Ccnnedicut, a Government of lagacious Kufbandmen, feem to have acled more prudently than ZlaJJacbuftttsBay,
by their Aflembly Adl, OSi. 1749, they allow three Years (to prevent a
fudden Confufion) to cancel their Bills gradually ; and in their Reim
burfement Money to fave the Charges of Commiflions, Freight, Iniurance, and other petty Charges, they are to draw upon their Receiv
ing Agent, and thefe Bills will readily purchafe Silver for a Currency.
f This is not in Proportion, a Mill'd Piece of Eight is 7 rights
of an Ounce, and at 6/ per Piece is 6/ 1 0. one 3d of a Penny better

When there

was an

Money, borrowing

—

^er Ounce.

ing

*6"
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the Time of contracting, as the Laws of the Pro
or fhall
require ; the feveral Acts of Affembly
of Taxes, for cancelling Province
fome
Funds
whereby
Bills of Credit, have been poitponed gradually to 1760
are
repealed, and the Tax of 1 749, toward cancelling
thefe Bills fhall be Three Hundred Thoufand Found Old
Tenor. Penalty to thofe who receive or pay Silver at
any higher Rate, fifty Pound for every Offence 4 and
after 31ft of March 1750, the Penalty for paffing any
Bills of Conneclicut, Neiv-Hampfhire or Rhode-IJland, fhall
be fifty Pound for every Offence *, and from thence to
March $1$. 1754, all Perfons entring into any Town
Affairs, Conftables, Reprefentatives, Councellors, all Offi
cers Civil and
Military, 4- Plaintiffs in recovering of Ex
ecutions, Tavern keepers, and Retailers of ftrong Drink,
fhall make Oath that they have not been concerned in
relieving or paying away any fuch Bills.
As the Exportation of Sterling Coin' from Great-Bri
tain is prohibited
by Act of Parliament, Spanifh Pieces
of Eight are reckoned the Plantation
Currency, and arc
efteemed as fuch in the Proclamation Act fo called, for
Plantation Currencies •, but although the
Britifh or Sterl
ing Species .could not be a Plantation Currency, the Spa
nifh Coin might have been reduced to their Denominations
at
4/ 6 Sterl. per Piece of Eight, and all the Colonies re
duced to the fame
Sterling Denominations of GreatBritain, which would much facilitate the Trade and
JSufinefs of the Plantations amongft themfelves, and
with their
Mother-Country ; thus we fee in Portugal a
Mill ree though no Specie or Coin, but
only a Denomi
nation, is the Bafts of their Currencies ; and in the fame
Manner with the Plantations a Pound or Crown
Sterling*
although no Specie or Coin in the Colonies, might have
been the general Bafts of our Denomination or Currencies.

ing

to

vince do

X That is all

Delinquents

tkh may introduce

.1

a

are out

law'd

Habit of forcfwearing

;

a

or

very feverc Peoaltr

Perjury.
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I may be allowed to drop a Tear, I mean fome
Expreffion of Grief, over the languifhing State of my Altera Patria, the Province of Maffachufetts-Bay, formerly the
Glory of our Plantations ; but now reduced to extreme

Mifery

and

Diftrefs, precipitately brought upon
*****

Adminiftration of

and

a

us
by the
Party of fraudulent Debtors:

his Acceffion he was lucky to find a
ftanding irrefiftable
Party formed to his Mind, and not empty-handed ; they
effectually depopulated the Province by the lofs of many of
our moft vigorous
labouring young Men, the only Dependance or Life of a young Plantation ; they pecculated
the Country by ruinous unneceffary Expence of
Money
Our prefent Commander in Chief in his firft
Speech to
the Affembly, Nov 23. 1749, modeftly
expreffesthe late
Pecculation and Depopulation of the Province ; "deliver
this Province from the Evils and Mifchiefs
(particularly
the Injuftice and Oppreffions) arifing from the uncertain
and finking Value of the Paper-Medium
the Cultiva
tion of our Lands and Manufactures are
greatly impeded
's own Affemby the Scarcity of Labourers." Mr. Sh
blies fometimes complain. June o,.
1748. The Council
and Reprefentatives in a joint Meffage to the Governor,
"
enumerate the
great Lofs of Inhabitants for Hufbandand
other
ry
Labour, and for the Defence of our Inland
Frontiers ; the vaftLoad of Debt already contracted, and
the unparalelled growing Charges,
infupportable Difficul
ties !"
The Houfe of Reprefentatives
upon a certain
Occafion complain, " with publick Taxes we are bur"
thened almoft to Ruin ;" in their Journals 1
Should
747,
the whole Sum expended in the late
be
reimExpedition
burft us, we have ftill a greater Debt
remaining, than
ever
of
his
Governments
in the
any
Majefty's
lay upon
Plantations. Mr.
had no Sympathy with the fuffering Province, becaufe * Depreciations of Currency, and
our unfufferable Taxes did not affect him.
Vol. II.
D
Bv
at

—

—

*

good

Depreciations, by
in

advancing

his

his fucccflive Aflemblies

Allowances and oWier

were

made

Perquifites

:

more

than

he is

ex

empted
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By the Province being depopulated, Labour is dear, and
all Countries can afford to underfell us in Produce and

iS

our Trade is loft : I fhall
When Mr. Belcher was fuperfeded 1741, in Bofton at one and the fame Time were
upon the Stocks 40 Top fail Veffels of about 7,000 Tun,
all upon Contract : at Mr. Sh
going Home 1 749,
Tun
about
on
the
whereof
only
2,000
Stocks,
only four. or
the
others
Builders
the
5 Ships upon Contract,
upon
Account to wait for a Market, and to keep their Appren
tices to work, and to work up their old Stores of Tim
ber.
2.
1741. In Marblehead, our chief fifhing Town,
were about 160
Fifhing Scooners of circiter 50 Tun
eadh : 1749 there were only about 60 Fifhing Scooners.
3. For many Months lately there were not to be found
in Bofton Goods (nay not the coarfeft of Goods, Pitch,
Tar, and Turpentine) fufficient to load a middling Ship
to Great- Britain, but under the
prefent Adminiftration and
of
Affairs
our
Tr-ade
and Navigation feem
Management
to revive.

Manufactures,

adduce

etnpted

a

in

confequence

few Inftances

from Taxes

:

i.

Aft of Affembly.
Whereas all Perfons of the
loft about one half of their
perfonal Eftates
by Depreciations in this fhort Adminiflration ; and the Provincial Poll
Tax of 2/3^ O. T ; this Tax is
equal to Rich and Poor, and befides Poll Tax, there are Provincial Rates
upon Eftates and Faculties,
Excrfe, Impoft, Tunnage ; and befides Provincial Taxes, there are
Coanty,.and Town Poll Rates,&c. Mr. Belcher, by his wife and honeft
Management, had bronght all our publick Debts or Paper Credit and
Currency to be cancelled in one Year 1741, being £. 127000 O. T.
but Mr.
and his Party
being afraid of lofing hold of this accurfed
'fraudulent Currency, they refolved
(the Province was at that Time in
its greateft Profperity)
that/". 127,000 O. T. was an inconvenient
Sum to be- cancelled in one Year, and therefore
divided it among three
fubfequent Years ; by this Neft Egg in a few Years they increafed the
Brood to two and a half Millions ; and the G
upon his Call
home T74Q, for certain Reafons which
may be mentioned, (by the AdTice of his trofty Friends) contrived two Years exceffive
Taxes of
360,000 and 300,000 O. T. to be collected in not much exceeding
one Year, when the
Country was depopulated, peculated, and much
reduced in Trade and Bufinefs : This fudden-and
qune reverfe Change
of Sentiment in this Party is unaccountable ; but
Province

not in

by

Debt, have

haps they expeftConfufion j they

have praftifed

quic quid idefitlmto, per

fifhing in

troubled Water

In
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In the feveral Sections or Histories of the feveral
Colonies, may generally be found, but not in the fame ftrict
the following Particulars.
When the Colony was firft difcovered and traded
to by any European Nation ; when firft colonized
by the
Englifh : and what Revolutions have happened there from
Time to Time, in Property and Jurifdidion.
2. Its Boundaries, if well
afcertained, or if controverted

Order,
i.

in

Property

or

Jurifdiction.

3. Wars with the French, Spaniards and Indians.
4. The Numbers of Whites or Freemen, and Slaves.
5. The laft Valuation, that is the Number of Polls and
Value of Eftates, taken to adjuft the Quotas of Taxes for
the feveral Counties, Diflritls, Towns and Parifhes.
6. The Militia upon the AlarumLift, and how incor

porated

or

regulated.

7. Houfe of Reprefentatives, their Nature and Number :
the Qualifications of the Electors, and of the Elected.
8. Courts of Judicature.
1. The Nature of their
Juries, and how returned.
2. The Jurifdiction of a
Juftice,and of a Bench of Juftices, and of their general Quarter Seffions.
3. Inferior or County Courts of Common Pleas.
4. Superior, Supreme, or Provincial Courts for Appeals;
5. Chancery or Courts of Equity, if in Ufe.
6. Jufticiary Courts of Oyer and Terminer.
7. Ordinary for Probate of Wills and granting Admi
*

niflration,
at

8. Court of Vice- Admiralty.
9. Jufticiary Court of Admiralty for Crimes committed
Sea.
9. The prefent Taxes, viz. Polls, Rates, ImpoftJ and

Excife.
10.

Produce, Manufactures, Trade and Navigation.

The Number of Entries and Clearances of ExtraVeffels, diftinguifhed into Ships, Snows, BriganSloops, and Scooners.

11.

Provincial

tines,
12.

The various Sectaries in

Religious Worfhip.
In
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Digreffional Article,

prevent Repetitions, concerning fome Things which'
are in common to feveral Colonies,
but mferted in that
Section or Colony the moft noted for thofe Things -, thus
i. in the Setlion for
Maffachufetts fhould have been inferted the Affair of Paper Currencies, as they did originate
and were carried to the greateft Difcount or Fraud there :
but as by a late Act of Affembly confirmed by the King
in Council, Paper Currencies are terminated in that Pro
vince, we drop it. 2. As Pifcataqua, alias New-Hampfhire, has for many Years been noted for Royal mafting
Contracts, wechofe to infert in that Section, fomeThings
concerning Mafting, Lumber, and other Timber for Conftruction or Building, for Joiners and for Turners Work ;
and if that Article does not fwell too much, we may infert
fome other Forreft Trees and flowering Shrubs fit for Boc3. As Rhode- Ifland has been
cages, Parks and Gardens.
noted for Setlaries, from no Religion to the moft Enthufiaftick, there is defigned fome account of our Plantations
or Colony Sectaries •, though at
prefent Penfylvania ex
ceed them in that Refpect, where befides the RhodeIfiland Sectaries, are to be found a Sect of Free-thinkerswho attend no publick Worfhip, and are called Keep athome Pr.oteftants ; publick Popifh Mafs-boufes ; and fome
Sectaries imported lately from Germanyr fuch as Moravi
ans called Unitas fratrum or united
Brethren, who have
had fome Indulgences by Act of Parliament 1749.
4. Connecticut, a Colony of fagacious laborious Hufband*
men, firft in courfe naturally claims the Digreffion con
cerning Grain and Grazing-, it is true New-York, Jerjies,
and Penfylvania at prefent much exceed them in Grain;
and Manufacturing their Wheat into Flower.
5. Mary
land and Virginia for Tobacco, and Maft for railing Swine
6. The Carolinas for Rice, Skins, and Hides.
or Pork.
as an Inftance of an
Utopian unprofitable Colony.
7. Georgia
To render this Hiftory as compleat as may at
prefeni:
be expected, I have annexed fome Maps of the feveral
to

Colonies, not bcrrowed from borrowing

erroneous

hackney
Map
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and lately printed
in the feveral Countries : For inftance, with the Section
of the Colony of Connecticut, the laft of the four New*
England Colonies, I annex a correct Map of the Domi
New
extended
from 40 d. 30 m. to
nions of
England,
44 d. 30 m. N. Lat : and from 68 d. 50 m. to 74 d.
To the Colony of
go m. W. Longitude from London.
a -f
annexed
of
New
is
York, the Jerfies
Penfylvania
Map
and Penfylvania, publifhed 1 749, by Mr. Evans in Penfylvania, much more accurate than any hitherto publifhed.
To the Colony of North Cafolina, is annexed a Map of
North-Carolina. || and fome Part of South Carolina prin
cipally with regard to the Sea Coaft and Lands adjoining ;
this large inland Country is wafte or vacant, and confequently delineated at Random by Col. Edward Mofely of

Map Publifhers,but Originals compofed

North-Carolina.
*
This Map is founded upon a chorogrophical Plan, compofed from
aftual Surveys of the Lines or Boundaries with the neighbouring Co*
lonies, and from the Plans of the feveral Townfhips and Diitri^ts co*
pied from the Records lodged in the Secretaries Office and Townfhips
Records, with the Writers Perambulations : when this Plan is printed,
the Author as a Benefaction gives gratis to every Townfiiip and DiC*
trid, a Copper Plate Copy ; as the Writer of the Summary had im
which could not
partially narrated the Management of a late G
bear the Light ; to check the Credit of the Author, the G
en
deavoured (as fhall be accounted for) to divert, impede, or defeat this
publick generous fpirited Amufement, but in vain. The Writer
in his Journeys upon account of this Chorography and other Occafions
(formerly ufed to fuch Amufements in the Gardens of Paris and
LeydenJ has en pajjant, but with fome Fatigue, made a Collection of
above eleven hundred indigenous Plants, claflically defcribed and refer'd to Icons in Batanick Writers which have the neareft Semblance,
as the Specifiick Icons could not conveniently be cut here ; this is an
Amufement proper for Gentlemen of Eftates and Leifure, it is not quite
fo ridiculous as our modern Virtuofo Amufements of Shells, Butterflies,
&c. The Mtdical or Midicinal part of Botany is fmall and foon becomes
familiar to People of the Profeffion ; the fame may be faid of the other
Branches of the Materia Medica from Animals, Minerals, and chymical Preparations of thofe ; but to proceed further as a Naturalift, is
only proper for Gentlemen of Fortune, Leifure, and Leifibabbers as the
r

exprefs it ; or Otio/orum Hominum negotia.
From 43 d. 30 m. to 38 d. 30 m. N. Lat. and- from 73 d.
30 ra. to 78 d. W. Long, from London.
SECT.
I From 33 d. to 36 d. 30 m. N. Lat.

Dutch
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SECTION

Concerning

IX.

the Province

of

New-Hampfhire.
the four Colonies of New-England, were
origi
nally fettled by the fame Sort of People called *
Puritans -, their municipal Laws, Cuftoms, and
(Economy are nearly the fame, but more efpecially in
New Hampfhire, which was under the affumed Jurifdiction
of Maffachufetts-Bay for many Years •, therefore to fave
Repetitions, we refer feveral Things to the Section of

AS

Maffachufetts Bay.
The prefent Poffeffors

have no other Claim to their
Lands but Poffeffion and fome uncertain Indian Deeds
;
upon Mr. Allen's Petition to Queen Anne, defiring to be
put in Poffeffion of the wafte Lands, the Affembly of
New-Hampfhire paffed Acts for Confirmation of their
Townfhip Grants and of their Boundaries, without any
Saving of the Right of the general Proprietor •, upon
Mr. Allen the Proprietor's Application, the
Queen in
Council difallowed and repealed thofe Acts.
The Crown

affuming the vacant Lands, until the Pro
in Right of Mr.
Mafon, fhall make for
mal Proof, that Mr. Mafon ever was in Poffeffion of
thefe
Lands ; this appears by an Action of
Ejectment brought
by the claiming Proprietor Mr. Allen againft fValdron and
Vaughan ; Allen, being eaft in Cofts, appealed Home
but his Appeal was difmiifed becaufe he had not
brought

prietor's claiming

*

See Vol. 1.

p.

367.
over
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Proof of Mr. Mafon' s

on, and

having

ever

been in Poffeffi

begin de Novo. The Collective
People by their Reprefentatives in Affembly,

was-

Body of the
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to

have no f Pretenfion to the vacant or wafte Lands, and
therefore have no Concern in granting of
unoccupied
Lands ; all Grants or Charters of thefe Lands,
according
to the Governor's Commiffion and
Inftrudlions, are vefted
in the Governor and Council, with this Claufeor
Referve,
So far as in us lies;
this Refervation feems to favour
the Claimers under Mr. Mafon ; as is alfo a Claufe in
the Royal new Charter of Maffachufetts-Bay 1691, " No
thing therein contain'd fhall prejudice any right of Samuel
Allen Efq; claiming under John Mafon Efq; deceafed, of
any Part of the Premifes."
The Jurifdiction of this Province is
indifputably in the
Crown. In Property there are many and various Claimers,
*
1. As it is faid that Mr.
Mafon and his Heirs and their
never
with
the Conditions of the Grant,
Affigns
complied
in Confequence it reverts to the Crown ; and the Crown
at prefent is in Poffeffion not only of the Jurifdiction but
property of Lands hitherto not granted. 2. Capt. John
Tufton Mafon, Heir in Succeffion, as ht fays, to the origi
—

nal Grantee Capt. John Mafon, lately made a Convey
of his Right for a fmall Confederation to 14 or 15
Perfons of New Hampfhire \ by their Ad vertifements in
the Bofton News Papers they feem to make a Bubble of it.
"
the prefent Claimers
Bofton Port Boy Nov 9, 1749
under the late Samuel Allen of London, will find upon
Trial, they have no Right to any of thefe Lands ; that
the faid Claimers under John Tufton Majon, will be able
to make out the Right to be in tlvm, and are willing to
ance

The other three Colonies of

T

their

refpeclive Royal Charters,

vacant

the

lodged

in the

l^omimons of Nti\ -EhgLo.d, by

Property

Reprefentatives

or

D.fpo^al of their
Body of

of the collective

People.

*

by

Lands

tne

have the

Upon any Judgment in the Provincial
Appeal Home, all thefe Claims may

an

King in Council,
Jhire,

and prevent

allJBubblings

Courts of Ntiv Hamp/hire,
be finally fettled by tl e

of

Property

in Nt<w

Hump-

difpute
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any Perfon will

give

John Hobby, Grand Son and Heir of Sir Charles Hobby,
fays, that Thomas Allen, Heir to Col. Allen, by Deed of
Sale, Auguft 28, 1706, conveyed one half of thefe Lands
to Sir Charles
Hobby of New-England, Knight. See Vol.

I. p. 505.

Hobby and Adams claiming under Mr. Allen by their
bubbling Advertifement Nov. 9, 1749, publifiied in the
Bofton Boft-Boy, November 20, 1749, in thefe Words,
Whereas fundry Gentlemen in the Province of NewHampfhire, claim a Right to all thofe Lands in faid Province and elfewhere which were granted to Capt. John
Mafon ef London, by Letters Patent from the Council
eftablifhed at Plymouth dated March 9. 1621, and confirmed to him by Charter from King Charles the Firft, dated
Auguft 19th 1635 ; which Lands the faid Gentlemen
claim under Capt. John Tufton Mafon, the now pretended Heir to the faid original Patentee : This is therefore to inform whom.it may concern, That although
it fhould appear that the faid Tufton Mafon is the lawful
Heir to the faid Original Patentee, (which is yet to be
doubted) it evidently appears that John and Robert
Tufton Mafon, undoubted Heirs to the faid original Patentee, did by an abfolute Deed of Sale, dated April
27th 1 69 1, in Confideration of the Sum of /. 2750
Sterling, convey all their Right and Title to the faid
Lands to Samuel Allen of London, afterwards Governor
of New-Hampjhire aforefaid, which
Conveyance we
doubt not will be made to appear
legal and valid, the
faid Samuel Allen's Claim having been allow'd and con
-firm'd by King William and Queen
Mary, as appears by their Charter to the Government of the Pro3.

"

"

"
"
"

"
*'
"

"
"

"

"

"

"

"

"
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"
"

vince of the

Maffachufetts-Bay, and that Thomas Allen only Son and Heir to the faid Samuel
Allen, did by
Deed of Sale, dated Auguft 28th
1706, convey one
half of faid Lands to Sir Charles Hobby of
NewEngland, Knight,

under

whom

Bofton,
John Hobby 'late of

Barbadoes,
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Barbadoes, but now refiding at Bofton, Grandfon and
"
Heir at Law to the faid Sir Charles
Hobby, together
"
with John Adams, of Bofton, have a lawful Claim to
"
the faid half of faid Lands ; and the Heirs of the faid
"
Thomas Allen or their Affigns, have a
Right to the
"
other half ; all which will foon be made to
appear :
"
And whereas the firft- mentioned Claimers are
granting
4
fundry Tracts of Lands to People who apprehend their
"
Title to be good, it is thought
proper to advife fuch
"
Perfons to be cautious in fettling faid Lands, till
itap"
pears whofe the Property is, which may probably be
"
very fpeedily, when the wafte Lands may be granted -,
"
and alfo thofe Perfons already
polfefs'd of Lands
"
may be confirm'd in their Poffefiions on eafy Terms.
4. The Claim of Mr. Allen's Heirs, if Mr. Mafon's
Heirs fulfilled the Conditions of the Grant, feem to be
the beft. It is true the Mafons and
Affignees in Favour
of their Claim, fay that thefe Lands were
entailed, and
therefore could not be legally
conveyed to Mr. Allen ;
but Mr. Allen's Heirs fay, that
upon Mr. Allen's purchafing of Mr. Mafon's Grant, he obtained a feigned or com
mon
Conveyance of thefe Lands ; the Effect of this Sort
of Recovery is to difcontinue and
deftroy Eftates Tail,
Remainders and Reverfions, and to bar and cut off the
Entails of them.
5. Wheelwright and Alfociates Claim to Lands in NewHampfhire by Indian Deeds ; this was revived by Mr.
Cook and others about
30 Years fince, but without Effect,
See Vol. I. p. 410.
6. Million purchafe, fo called, See Vol. I.
p. 419."
This interferes with the late
Conveyance of the prefent
Mr. Majon to fome New-Hampfhire Gentlemen ; as thefe
Claims will never be of any
Confequence ; it i* n~fc *T01.cn
while to difintangle them : This **»l0n purchafe Claim
was revivea auuuc .0 -srcais nnce, and
lately by an Ad
vertifement in the Bofton Gazette, June 21, 1748.
y. Not many Years fince, when the. Affair of the pro
perty of their Lands, was to be referred to the King in
Vol. II.
E
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the Governor and Council fo far as in them lay,
themfelves and Friends, (in all about 60 Per
granted
fons of New
Hampfhire) a Tract of Land called Kingswood,
near
and
laying upon
Winepifiakee Lake or Pond, con
almoft
the
whole
of the wafte Lands in Mr. Ma
taining
and
fon's Grant,
perhaps further than Mr. Mafon's Grant
extended.
;

to

In the

Reign of Charles II, the King in Council at
fundry
appointed Trials of the Claims of the Colony
of Maffachufetts-Bay, and of Mafon's Heirs concerning
the dilputed Lands between Neumkeag and Merimack Ri
vers, but without Refult or Iffue ; at length by Charter
of William and Mary, October 7, 1691, conform to the
Old Charter of 1629, that Tract of Land was confirmed
to the Province of
Maffachufetts Bay abfolutely as to Ju
rifdiction, but with a Referve of Col. Allen's Claim under
Mr. Majon as to Property.
The Corporation, or Company called the Council of
Plymouth or Council of New-England (See Vol. 1. p.
366,386,) made many Grants of Property, but could
not deligate Jurifdiction ; therefore to
fupply this Defect,
fome of thefe Grantee's obtained additional Royal Char
ters with Power of
Jurifdiction ; Mr. Mafon 1635, Sir
Ferdinando Gorge 1639 obtain'd Royal Patents ; here we
may obferve, that although the Jurifdiction of the
Lands from Neumkeag to Merimack River are in
cluded in Mr. Mafon's Patent, this Patent was
pofterior
to the
Maffachufetts old Royal Charter, which included
that Jurifdiction.
Originally the Extent of this Province from 3 Miles
North of Merimack River to Pifcataaua River was 20
i«-.u>
times

<>

t

■

and 6q Mijes jnJand
b th Determi
of the Kim- v_ rv™„r;i
+u
c
f
the
°.
Sea-Line
con
c
<-puncil 1739,
tinues the fame, and Weftwaiu
cne
Province of
\LZZ:„&
Maffachufetts-Bay, it extends from Newichawanack River
about 115 Miles to New-York Bounds ; Northward
to
wards Canada it is indefinite or rather not determined.

nation

•

,*„«

.

The
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The fucceffive Changes in Property and Jurifdiction,
are as follows.
Mafon's firft Grant, See Vol. I. p. 418.
End
of 1635 dies Capt. Mafon, and
the
Towards
by
New
Will leaves
Hampfhire to John Tufton (to be called
Mafon) and his Heirs : John dying before he was of Age,
it came to his Brother Robert Tufton Mafon an Infant,
who was not of Age till 1650 : during his Minority the
Servants in New Hampfhire embezzel every Thing, and
the Civil Wars preventing any legal Relief, the Maffa
chufetts People at the Defire of the Inhabitants of NewHampfhire, took all thofe Lands into their own Difpofal
and Jurifdiction.
1 66 1. Robert Tufton Majon petitioned King Charles
II. to be relieved as to his Property of thefe Lands ; Sir
Geofrey Palmer, Attorney General, made Report, that
thefe Lands were the undoubted Right of faid Robert
Mafon Grand Son and Heir of faid John Mafon. The
Inhabitants of New-Hampfhire, and Province of Main inca
pable of protecting themfelves againft the Incurfions of the
Canada French and their Indians, defired the Protection
of the Colony of Maffachufetts-Bay ; the Affembly of
Maffachufetts affumed the Property of the vacant Lands
and Jurifdiction of that Country. The Colony of Maffa

chufetts-Bay by their Agent, that is Attorney at Home,
purchafed the Property of the Province of Main, July
20, 1677, from the Heirs or Afligns of Gorge -, the Pro
perty and Jurifdiction was confirmed to the Province of
Maffachufetts-Bay by their New Charter.
1675, Mr. Mafon ftill continuing his Petition, the King
refers them to the Attorney and Solicitor General •, they
report his Title good, and the King fen Jb i mandatory
Letter [J dated March 10, 1675,6 to the Mafja bufettsBay Colony : William Stoughton and Ptttr 3flkely are
fent over Agents to anfwer Mafon's Coa^.x^is ; they
|]

This Letter is directed

:

To

our

trufty

and wei! beloved the

Governor and Magiftrates of our Town of Bofton in New England.
N. B. in thofe Times the Colony of Maffachufetts -Bay (a hard Word)
was called the Bofton Colony.
as
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Attorneys legally conftituted in the Name of the Maf
fachufetts Colony difclaim thofe Lands before the Court of
King's Bench.
i6yg, The Proprietors and Inhabitants of New-Hamp
fhire not capable of protecting themfelves againft the
as

Canada French and their Indians, defired of the Crown to
take them under their immediate Protection ; accordingly
the King commiffioned * a Prefident with Ten Councellors for the Government thereof, Sept. 18, 1679, and
the Lands granted there by the Maffachufetts Colony,
were directed to
pay Mr. Mafon's Heirs Six- pence in the
Pound Quit-rent as Incomes at that Time were valued
by way of Compofition ; at the fame Time a Court of
Record is conftituted, to try and determine all Caufes,
referving an Appeal Home when the Value is £. 50
Sterl. and upwards ; Robert Mafon may make out Titles
to the prefent Poifelfors at Six-pence in the Pound Va
lue of all Rents of real Eftates, as Quit Rents, the un
occupied Lands to remain to faid Mafon.
1682. May. 9. King Charles II, appoints Edward
Cranfield Efq; Lieutenant Governor. When the Crown
was endeavouring to reaffume all Charters and Patents, the
Patentees made another formal furrender of Jurifdiction to
the Crown, and Cranfield 1684 was commiffioned Gover
nor, but foon went to Barbadoes, and Lieutenant Gover
nor UJher had the Adminiftration.
Robert Mafon the Patentee's Cafe was recommended by
the Crown, he came over to New-Hampfhire, fome few
of the PofTeffors took Leafes, but they generally refufed
this Propofal, Mr. Mafon brought Writs of Ejectment
againft Mr. Waldron and about 30 others, he recovered
*

For the Honour of thofe Families who in thefe Tiirles were
principal original Settlers, we fhall tranfmit them by
Name, viz. John Cuts Prefident, the ten Councellors were Richard
Martyn, William Vaughan, and Thomas Daniel of Portfmouth ; John
Gilman of Exeter, Chrijiopher Huffy of Hampton, and Richard Waldron
of Dover, with Power to chufe three others to conftitute the firft
Council ; the Prefident and five other Councellors to be a Board.

reckoned the

Judgment,
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but was oppofed in the Execution,and his Life
threatned. 1684 Mr. Mafon brought a Writ of Ejectment
againft William Vaughan Efq; and recovered Judgment ;
Mr. Vaughan appealed to his Majefty in Council, this
Appeal was difmiffed and the former Judgmennt confir
med, and Cofts given againft the Appellant. Mr. Mafon
defparing of any Accommodation with the People, and
his Life threatned, returned to England, and foon after
dies, leaving two Sons John, and Robert Tufton Mafon.
1691. April i']. John and Robert Tufton Mafon by
their Deed lawfully executed for the Confideration of
£. 2,750 Sterl. did grant to Samuel Allen of London Efq;
all their f Right to Lands in New England.

Judgment,

1692.
An Abftraft of Mafon's Deed to Allen.
1691, April 27. John
Mafon and Robert Tufton Mafon, Sons of Robert Tufton Majon,
fome Time of the Parifh of St. Martins in the Fields in the County

f

lufton

of Middle/ex, Efq; deceafed, fell to Samuel Allen of London Merchant,
in Confideration of £. 2,750 Sterl. a Portion of main Land in Ne<wEngland from the middle of Merimack River to proceed Eaftvvard
along the Sea Coaft to Cape- Anne and round about the fame to Pifcataqua Harbour, and fo forwards up within the River of Nenvicbaivanock, and to the furtheft Head of faid River, and from thence North
weftward till 60 Miles be finifhed from the firft Entrance of Pifcataqua
Habour ; and alfo from Neunkeag through the River thereof up into
the Land Weft 60 Miles ; from which Period to crofs over Land to
the 60 Miles End accounted from Pifcataqua through the Ncwichanvanock River to the Land North Weftward ; and alfo all the South
half of the Iftes of Shoals, together with all other Iflands and Ifelets as
well imbay'd as adjoining, laying, abutting upon or near the Premifes
within five Leagues Diftance, not otherways granted by fpecial Name
to any at any Time before April 18,
1635, called by the Name of
New-Hampshire. Alfo ten Thoufand Acres at the S. E. Part of the
Alfo a
Entrance of Sagadahoc, called by the Name of Masonia.
Portion of Land in the Province of Main, beginning at the Entrance
of Newichaivanock River and fo upwards along the faid River, and
to the furtheft Head thereof, and to contain in Breadth through all the
Length aforefaid three Miles within the Land from evety Part of faid
River and half Way over faid River.
Alfo that Part of the SeaCoaft of Nenv England, on a great Head Land or Cape North Eaftward of a great River of the Maffachufetts, ftretching into the Sea
Eaftwards five Leagues or thereabouts in the Lat. between 42 d. and
43 d, known by the Name of Tabigranda or Cape Anne, with the
-

North
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March 1. Col. Samuel Allen was commiffioned
Governor of New-Hampfhire, and his Commiffion was
from three Miles North of Merimack River to Pifcataqua
River, &c.

1692,

; the back Bounds towards the
Head
the next great River to the
the
of
beginning
Southward of faid Cape, and running into the main Land Weftward,
and up a River fuppofed to be called Merimack, North Weftward of
faid Cape to the furtheft Head of faid River j from which Period to
crofs over Land to the other great River which lies Southward of
forefaid Cape, and half way over, that is to fay to the Middle
of the faid two Rivers within the great Ifland called Isle Mason
laying near or before the Bay Harbour or River of Agawam, with
all Ifiands laying within three Miles of faid Sea Coaft, known by the
Name of Mariana. Alfo all thofe Lands and Countries bordering
on the Rivers and Lakes of the
Iroquois or Nations of Indians inha
biting up into the Landward between the Lines of the Weft: and
North Weft, conceived to pafs or lead upwards from the Rivers of
Sagadahock and Merimack, together with the Lakes and Rivers of the
Iroquois, and other Nations adjoining, the middle Part of which Lake
lies near about 44 d, or 45 d ; as alfo all Lands within ten Miles of
any Parts of faid Lakes and Rivers on the South Eaft part thereof,
and from the Weft End or Sides of the faid Lakes and Rivers, fo far
forth to the Weft as fhall extend half Way into the next great Lake to
the Weftward, and from thence Northward into the North Side of the
main River, which runneth from the great and vaft Weftern Lakes
and falleth into the River of Canada, including all within faid Peram
bulation, which Portions of Lands, Rivers and Lakes are commonly
called the Province of La con i a.
As alfo the Towns and Ports of
Portfmouth, Hampton, Dover, Exeter, Little Harbour, Greenland, Salis
bury, old Salisbury, Concord, Sudbury, Reading, Belerica,

North South and Eaft Shores thereof
main Land

at

Gloucefter, Cape

Anne Town,

Ipfwich, Wtnham, Newbury, Haverhill, Andover, Rowleys
Bafstown, Wobum, and all other Villages, Towns, Ports, and Har
bours in the aforefaid Tradls of Land called Mafonia, Mariana,
lflt
Mafon, and Province of Laconia, with all Mines, Minerals, &c. and all
Royal Letters or Patents, Deeds, Writings, Rentals, Accounts, Papers,
and Evidences of Land whatfoever relating to the fame.
It is faid that Mr. Mafon (called Treafurer and
Pay-Mafter of the
Army,) 1634, fent over about 70 Servants with Stores and Provifions
to

carry

on

the Settlement of New

towards the End of
amounted to about

Hampfhire ; and Mr. Mafon dying
1635, tnat nis Eftate in New Hampfhire inventered,
Twenty Thoufand Pounds Sterl.
1709
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1
700, Col. Allen came over to New Hampfhire to profecute his Claim, and found there were 24 or 25 Leaves
torn out of the Records; thefe Leaves contain'd the Re
cords of former Judgments of Ejectment obtain'd by

Mafon. He enters new Writs of Ejectment againft Wal
dron, Vaughan &c. the Juries brought in for the Defen
ders Cofts ; the King in Council difmiffed his Appeal
without Cofts, becaufe he had not brought Proof of Mr.
Mafon's Poffeffion, and was allowed to begin de novo.
Col. Allen petitioned Q^ Anne in Council to be put in
Poffeffion of the. Wafte Lands, &c. the Petition was re
ferred to the Board of Trade and Plantations ; they advifed with Sir Edward Northey Attorney General, who
reported that her Majefty might fafely put him in Pof
feffion of the unimproved Land, but where the Inhabitants
had Poffeffion he might bring his Writs of Ejectment.:
an Order was fent to Governor
Dudley (at this Time Dud
ley was Governor of the Province of Maffachufetts-Bay
and of the Province of New-Hampfhire by two diftinct
Commiffions^ to put Col. Allen in Poffeffion of the Wafte
Lands, but for Land improved he was to bring Writs of

Ejectment, and when the Trials came on Governor Dud
ley was directed to go into Court and demand a fpecial
Verdict ; accordingly upon a Trial of Ejectment
againft
Waldron, Governor Dudley

was notified to attend, but for
that Time beft known to himfelf, and
a great Indifpofition of
Body (as he faid) he proceeded
no further than Newbury ; the Defendants obtain'd Cofts
of Suit •, Col. Allen appeals to the Crown, but dies be
fore the Appeal was profecuted, leaving one Son and four
Daughters. His Son Thomas fucceeds him in thefe Claims
and was eaft in his Writs of Ejectment with Cofts, a
fpe
cial Verdict being refufed ; he appeaPd, and died before
it could be heard, leaving two Sons and one Daughter
Infants. To cut off the Claim of Mr. Allen's Heirs to
Wafte Lands, fo far as in them lies, lately this Government
have made a Grant of the Wafte Lands by the Name of
Kingswood to about 60 of their principal Inhabitants Pof-

certain Reafons

at

feffors,
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feffors, that there might remain no Wafte Lands in Mr.
Mafon'* Grant.
The Lands lately adjudged by the King in Council, not
to belong to the Maffachufetts-Bay Grant, are now Crown
Lands, but at prefent under the Jurifdiction of the Pro
vince of New Hampfhire, they lay North of Maffachufetts,

and when the Boundaries with Canada are fettled may
By
prove a good Diftinct Inland Province for produce.
an Order of the King in Council 1 744, it is directed, that
if the Government of New-Hampfhire do not provide for
Fort Dummer, there will be a Neceffity for returning that
Fort with a proper contiguous Diftrict to the Province of
Maffachufetts Bay : but fo it happened, that during the
late French War, the Province of Maffachufetts-Bay by
for fake of Perquifites maintained
the Contrivance of
that Fort and many Block-Houfes within the Diftrict of
New Hampfhire, without any Confideration or Allowance
for want of proper Application Home.
As Mr. Mafon's Grant lies indented in the Province of
Maffachufetts Bay, (the old Colony of Maffachufetts-Bay
is Weftward, and the Province of Main by the New
Charter annexed to Maffachufetts-Bay is Eaft ward) per
haps it would be for the Intereft of Great-Britain and for
the Good of the Inhabitants, to annex this fmall Country
to the neighbouring Government by an additional Char
ter ; the Property of the vacant Lands of
MaffachufettsBay being in the reprefentatives of the Collective body
of the People, and the Property of the vacant Lands in
New-Hampfhire being in the Crown, is no Obftacle, fee
ing the vacant Lands of Sagadahoc or Duke of York's
former Property tho' annexed by Charter to Maffachu
fetts, continue the Property of the Crown, that is, not to
be affigned by the Government of
Maffachufetts-Bay,
without Confent of the Crowr. New-Hampfhire is too di
minutive for a feparate Government or Province ; the
Numbers of their People and the Value of their Commerce
are infignificant : in fact the Governor of
MaffachufettsBay for many Years was alfo Governor of New—

Hampfhire

;
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Hampfhire with a diftinct Commiflion, but about ten Years
fince the Affembly of New-Hampfhire enter a
Complaint
to the King in Council againft the
joint Governor of
that Time, in Relation to the Cafe of fettling the Bounda
ries between the two Provinces ; that he was partial in
Favour of his more profitable Government of
Maffachu
fetts-Bay, by adjourning and proroguing the Affembly of
New-Hampfhire, when the Cafe was in Agitation ; this
Complaint, by the King in Council was judged true and
good, therefore a feparate Governor for New-Hampfhire
was commiffioned Anno
1740. In fuch dirJiinutive Go
vernments, the Governor may dominier and act in a more
defpotick Manner, than his Sovereign can poffibly in
Great-Britain ; it is faid that a Governor and fuch of the
Council as he thinks proper toconfult with,
difpenfe with
fuch Provincial Laws as are troublefome or ftand in their
Way in Procedures of their Court of Equity, fo called.
Here is at prefent fubfifting a Difpute
(interrupting all
publick Bufinefs) between the Governor in Council, and
the Houfe of Reprefentatives concerning the Governor's
Prerogative of negativing a Speaker, and his qualifying fo
many Towns and Diftricts as he fhall think worthy to fend
Reprefentatives ; and in this infignificant Government it
may be called Lis de lana Caprina, but in our confiderable
Colonies it is an Affair of great Confequcnce, therefore I
fhall here infert a fmall Digreffion concerning thefe Pre
rogatives and Priviledges.
A Digression concerning fome difputed Points
relating
the Legiflatures of the feveral Britifh Colonies in Ame
rica ; particularly where the Prerogatives of the Crown Go
vernors, feem to clafh with the Priviledges of the Reprefen
tatives of the colletlive Body of the People or Settlers, in
General Court affembled.
to

in our Colonies after a Legiflature is confti
by Royal Charters as in New- England, as by pro
prietary Patents of Government as in Penfylvania, MaryVol. II.
F
fond,

Perhaps,

tuted
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to
Commiffion and Inftructions
the firft Crown Governor in the King's Governments $
further Inftructions from the Court of Great Britain, tho'
obligatory upon the Governor's Negative, are not obli
gatory upon the Negatives of the Country's Reprefenta
tives, who naturally may be fuppofed and doubtlefs were
intended as a Check upon Inftructions from the Boards at
On the
Home not well verfed in Plantation Affairs

land, &c.

or

by Royal

—

other Side, as to Prerogative, the Plantation Acts ought
to have a fufpending Claufe, that is, not to be obligatory
(thus it is in Ireland a Britifh Colony or Acquifition, an
ancient Precedent) unlefs confirmed by the Britifh Court.
Thus in general, there are two fupreme Negatives in
the Legiflatures of our American Colonies ; the King in
Council, and the particular Legiflatures of the feveral Co

lonies.
In a

Colony where there is a Royally conftituted Legiflature, perhaps their Publick Acts, after being approved

difapproved after a certain Time {MaffachufettsCharter
Bay
exprefles it after three Years) cannot be difannulled but by the Legiflature of Great-Britain called
the Parliament, who in all Britifh Cafes and overall Per
fons according to the Britifh Conftitution are abfolutely
fupreme and the Dernier Refort.
If any Inovations were to be made by the Adminiftration at Home upon the eftablifhed Conftitution of our Co
lonies, they naturally will begin with fome infignificant
Colony, fuch as for Inftance is this of New Hampfhire,
where the People have no Money nor Intereft lodged at
Home to maintain their Privileges ; and from Precedents
of fuch impotent Colonies, proceed to impofe upon the
more rich and valuable Colonies : thus it was in the latter
End of the Reign of Charles II. and in thefhort abrupted
Reign of James II, when all Corporation valuable Privi
leges were defigned to be abrogated ; they began with
of,

the

a

or not

infignificant impotent Burrough Corporations.

***
*
a limited
The lnflrutfion v, that after
Summons for convening a General Affembly,

Time, they fhall

Illue

A
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at Home and
giving
the
Fees
to
and
Clerks
Gratuities
leading
proper
adaquate
of the feveral Boards, may obtain additional InftrucYtons
I do not maintain
fuitable to his Intereft or Humour.
a late Inftance of
to
have
we
feem
but only mention, that
New
of
this in the Province
Hampfhire. 1744,5. There
and Houfe of Repre
Governor
the
was a Difpute between
not
rheHoufe's
fentatives concerning
admitting of Mem
conftituted
new
bers from the Governor's
TownfiYips
and Diftricts, but not qualified by the .Houfe ; the Go
vernor
Solicitations, &c. at Home, obtained, in the

A Governor

perhaps by foliciting

by
King's Abfence,

from the Lords
follows.
Inftructionas

Juftices

an

additional

"By theLORDS JUSTICES,
Gower

(P.

Bedford
Montagu
Pembroke

S.

Additional Inftruction

to Benning WentHis
worth, Efq;
Majefty's Governor and
Commander in Chief, in and over the
Province of New-Hampfhire, in NewEngland in America ; or to the Comman
der in Chief of the faid Province for the

Time being.
Given at Whitehall, the 30th Day of
June, 1748. in the 22d Year of His

(Seal)

Majefty's Reign.
Majefiy, That
Virtue of your
by
you having
Commiffton, iffued a Writ to the Sheriff of the Province un
der your Government, commanding him to make out Precepts,
directed to the Selebl-Men of certain Towns, Parifhes and
Diftritls therein mention' d, for the Eletlion of fit Perfons
qualified in Law to reprefent them in the General Affembly,
appointed to be held at Portfmouth, within the faid Pro
vince, on the 24-th Day of January, 1744,5; by which
Writ, the Towns of South-Hampton and Chefter, and the
Diflricls of Haverhill, and of Methuen and Dracut, and
Whereas it hath been
in his

reprefented

Majefiy 's Name,

unto

His

and

the
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DifiricJ of Rumford, were impowered to choofe Repre
fentatives as aforefaid ; the faid General Affembly did reftfi
to admit the Perfons duly elecled to reprefent the Jaid Towns
and Difirifts to fit and vote in the Choice of a Speaker :
And whereas the Right of fending Reprefentatives to the
faid Affembly was founded originally on the Commiffions and
Jnfirutlions given by the Crown to the refpetlive Governors
of the Province of New-Hampfhire, and His Majefiy may
therefore lawfully extend the Privilege of fending Reprejentatives, to fuch new Towns as His Majefiy fhall judge
worthy thereof,
the

Majefty's Will and Pleafure, and
and required to diffolve the Af
directed
hereby
you
of
the
Province, under your Government, as foon
fembly
as conveniently may be, and when another is called, to
iffue His Majefty's Writ to the Sheriff of the faid Pro
vince, commanding him to make out Precepts, directed
to the Select- Men of the Towns of South- Hampton and
Chefier, the Diftricts of Haverhill, and of Methuen and
Dracut, and the Diftrict of Rumford, requiring them to
caufe. the Freeholders of the faid Towns and Diftricts to
affemble, to ejefr. fit, P.erfpns. to reprefent the faid Towns
and Diftricts in General Affembly,- irf manner following,
It is therefore His
are

Town of South-Hampton,' One for the
Town of Chefier, one for the Diftrict' of Haverhill, one
for the Diftrict of Methuen&nd Dracui, and one for the
Diftrict of Rumford : AND it is His Majefty's further
Willartd Pleafure; that you -do fupport the Rights of
fuch Reprefentatives, when chofe ; and that you do likewife fignify His Majefty's Pleafure herein to the Members
of the faid General Affembly."

viz. One for the

■

This would be nearly the fame as if the Patricii of
Rome (in our Colonies they are called Governor and
Council) had affumed the Prerogative of regulating the -j*
Tribuni Plcbis, or Reprefentatives of the People.
The
■

1

n

1

■

«

1

»•-■

11

1

-f- When the Patricii or Optimatet came to lord it too much over
the other People" o'f Rome, thefe People infilled upon their having Re-

prefentative»
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The Writs or Precepts for electing of Reprefentatives
For the feveral Townfhips and Diftricts returned into the
Secretary ?s Office, were produced in the Houfe, fan. 5 th
1748.9, being the firft Day of the fitting of a new Af
;
fembly, they confifted of
3 from Portfmouth
Dover
3

from

1

Newington
New Market
Stratham
Greenland

1

2

Hampton

1

2

Exeter

1

N-CaftleScRye
Kingfion
Hampton- Falls

1

Londonderry

1

Durham

2
1
1

—

20

There

were

fome other Members returned

by

fome New

Towns, Chefier, South- Hampton, and three other Diftricts,
but not admitted to fit : Richard Waldron, Efq; a worthy
Man, chofen Speaker by all the Votes, excepting one, was
negatived or difallowed by the Governor, becaufe the Re
from the New Towns were not admitted to
in the Choice.
The Houfe were ftrictly
required by the Governor to admit thefe new Reprefen
tatives, the Refufal of them being the higheft Contempt
of the King's Authority, as he faid, and to proceed to a
new Choice of a Speaker.
This was abfolutely refufed by
the Houfe •, denying the Governor's Power of nega
tiving a Speaker, and of introducing f Members

prefentatives
fit and

■

vote

11

.

.

^1

1

1

i«

—1

.

■

prefentatives in the publick Adminiftration, called Triium Phbis, to
maintain the Liberties and Privileges' of the Commons againft the
Power of the Optimates ; perhaps the Houfe of Commons in the Bri
tijb Legiflature had fome fuch original.
+ If the King fends Inftruttions to his Governors of Colonies, con
cerning the negativing oi Speakers, and qualifying any New Towns or
Diftrifts {hat fhall be thought worthy to fend Reprefentatives to their
General Aflemblies ; it feems an ancient cftablifhed Cuftom or Pratticc,
that is, Privilege of the Houfe to admit or refufe novel Practices, it
being a notorious Privilege in the Britijb Conftitution for the Repre
fentatives of the People to regulate their own Members.
not

^o*

A

not

warranted

Summary,
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Political, fcfr.

by Law, Ufage, Cuftom,

or

any other

Authority.

This Houfe ftill fubfifts {June 1750) by many Proro
gations and alternate Meffages, but have done no publicfc
or ordinary Provincial Bufinefs ; whether the Governor or
Houfe of Reprefentatives are in Fault I do not determine ;
I only relate Matters of Fact, and refer it to proper

Judgment.
Governor in the Britifh Colonies negativing
'a Speaker, it is faid to be a controverted Point, there
fore fhall make a few Remarks in Relation to it.
1. As the King at Home and his Governors in the
Plantations abroad, never pretended to negative the Elec
tion of a Member for a County, Town, or Diftrict •, it
feems inconfiftent that they fhould claim a negative upon
a Speaker or Chair-man or Moderator chofen
amongft

As

to a

themfelves.
In Great- Britain, towards the end of the Reign of
Charles II. all Charters and other Privileges of the Peo
ple were defigned to be facrificed to the Prerogative ;
there was a Difpute between the Prerogative and the Pri
2.

the Commons concerning the Courts negativing
of Speaker ; but ever fince, this Controverfy lies dor
mant, it is a tender Point, a noli me tangere ; and Planta
tion Governors, who endeavour to revive the like in their
Diftricts, by flily procuring Inftructions from the Court
at Home in Favour of fuch a Negative, are perhaps no
true Friends to their Colony, nor to the Britifh Conftitu
tion in general.
3. Notwithftanding, that, in the new Charter 1691
of the Province of Maffachufetts-Bay, it is exprefly faid,
That the Governor fhall have a Negative in all Flections
and Acts of Government : in their additional or expla
natory Charter 12. Geo. I. in the King's Abfence granted
by the Guardians or Juftices of the Kingdom ; it is faid,
that no Provifion was made in faid Charter, of the King
his Governor, approving or difapproving the Election

vilege of
a

by

Of
of a

Speaker

New-Hampshire.

of the Houfe of
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Reprefentatives.

In Conabfolute
Charter,; no&by any
fequence
Royal
Command, but by the voluntary Corifent and Act of the
Reprefentatives themfelves, the Commander ,fQ. Chief is
allowed to negative the Speaker. Thus perhaps an Act
of the General Affembly of New-Hamp/hirei or their tacit
Submiflion, might inveft their Governor with the like
Power, but not to be affumed in any other Manner.
4. The exclufive Right of electing their own Speaker
is in the Houfes of Commons or Reprefentatives -, the
Confirmation by prefenting him to the King, or to his
Governors, is a meer Form in Cburfe : thus the Lord
Mayor and Sheriffs of London, are prefented in the King's
of this

new

Exchequer- Court, but no Negative pretended ; and per
haps if the King in a Progrefs fhould happeen to be in
any corporated City or Town at the Time of the Election
of their Mayor and Sheriffs, in Compliment and Form
they would be prefented to the King.
As

the Governor's

Difpute with the Houfe of Re
his fummoning new Members
from unprivileged Places or
Districts, we make
the following Remarks.
1. The
prefent Governor of New-Hampfhire, -without
any prudential Retenue or Referve, impolitically expofing
fuch an arbitray Proceeding ; menaces them with ten
more fuch
Reprefentatives, he means any indefinite arbi
Number
in his Meffage Feb. 15. 1748,9.
trary
2.
For many Scores of Years, which is generally conftrued a Prefcription -, there have been no Royal Addition
of Members of Parliament •, and at the Union of the two
Kingdoms of Scotland and England, to prevent multiplying
of Members, the fmall Royal corporated Towns of
Scotland were claffed, that is four or five of them jointly
to fend one Member or
Reprefentative ; therefore as the
of
new
royal appointing
Reprefentatives in Great Bri
tain has been difcontinued Time out of Mind, why fhould
the general Conftitution be infringed upon in our Colonies?
and
to

prefentatives concerning

40
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Caprice

or

of

pfivate Intereft

a

Governor*

the Affembly Members be f multiplied to an inconvenient
and chargeable Number \ excepting where the Cultiva
tion of Wildernefs Lands may require new Townfhips or
Diftricts, and if inconveniently remote from a former

Shire or County Town, they require a new feparate County
Shire.
3. As an Inftance or Precedent of a Royal Regulation
in the Colonies ; in the Charter of Maffachufetts-Bay it is
that the Houfe of Reprefentatives
declared
exprefly
48
with the other Branches of the Legiflature, fhould de"
termine what Numbers fhould be afterwards lent to
"
reprefent the Counties, Towns, and Places ;" therefore
the Affairs of Reprefentation in the Legiflature is not abfolutely in the Governor and his Devotee's of the Council.
4. In the neighbouring Province of Maffachufetts-Bay
or

"

each Townfhip was qualified (by a late Inthe newly granted Townlhip are difqualified)

by Charter,
ftruction ;
to fend two

■'

■■'■

'

'

whereas

Reprefentatives,
'■

■

'

they generally
'"

'

■---■

1

fend

11

mi

In the Province of

MaJ/acbuJetts Bay, from 1750 to 174 1 (the
Inducements of this Procedure, I fhall not account for)
by
erefting of new Townfhips and fplitting of old Townfhips into many
Corporations, the Members of the Houfe of Reprefentatives was likely
to be rncreafed to an impolitical Number ; therefore in the
following
Adminiftration. See Vol. I. p. 490, the Governor had an Inflec
new
to
in
exclude
them from fending Repre
tion,
Townfhips
granting
fentatives : thisfeems inconfiftent with the Britijb Conftitution,
whereby
all Freeholders of 40/ per Ann. Income and upwards, are
qualified to
be reprefented in the Legiflature and Taxation ; in
particular, Free
holders are not to be Taxed but where their Agent or
Reprefentative
does or may appear.
•f-

Reafons

or

A Vote of the Reprefentatives to regulate their own
Houfes, is not
Aft of Government.
Governors have a confiderable Advantage over their Aflemblies ;
when he fends them any impofing
of
but not

a

general

reafonable

Illegality,

Meffage

Importance,
Inconveniency

prevent any Reprefentation of its
he adjourns or prorogues them,
;

to

or

pne>
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dne, and at Times exclufively, the Houfe of Reprefenta
tives excufe fome Towns from fending, and mulct other

Townfhips for
many Burough
fend Members
there

not

fending.

Towns
or

or

In Great Britain there

Corporations

Reprefentatives

to

not

are

privileged

to

Parliament •, but, as
Freeholders they are

County Reprefentatives, as
reprefented in their County : whereas in New-England
there being no County Reprefentatives, thefe
unprivi
are

leged Diftricts

which is an * Infringe
ment upon the
Britifh Conftitution.
5. All new Townfhips and Diftricts, who by a Gover
nor's Precept are required to fend Reprefentatives, their
Qualification ought to be confirmed by an Act of Affem
bly, before they are allowed to fit, Otfierways the Gover
nor to ferve a Turn
may multiply the Houfe of Repre
fentatives to any inconvenient Number and
unneceffary pub
are not

reprefented,

lick

Charge where the Reprefentatives are upon Wages ;
together with the general Damage of calling off from La
bour and Bufinefs, many Perfons invincibly
ignorant of
publick Affairs.
6. The laft Charter of the City of New-Tprk in the
King's Province of New Tork, was confirmed by Act of
their Provincial Affembly,
1730 ; and by its laft Claufe
it is provided that
this prefent Act fhould be
reputed,
as if it were a
publick Act of Affembly relating to the
whole Colony:" This is an Inftance of
Corporations in
the Plantations being confirmed by Act of
Affembly.
"

"

"

*
To obviate or reftify this, the Counties by Aft of
Affembly may
be allowed County Reprefentatives, or the hew
Townfhips and Subdivifions of old Townfhips may btclajjed and jointly fend one or more
Reprefentatives. As in the Nature of Things, nothing, no Conftitu
tion is perfeft ; where any
Inconveniency from Time to Time appear*
it ought to be reftified.
This introducing of County- Reprefentatives,
or of Claflical
Reprefentation of Towns, is not inconfiftent with a late
Inftruftion from the Court of Great- Britain, that in
granting of new
Townfhips, a Provifion be made that the number of Reprefentatives
be not thereby increafed, or with
*fuj£tndivg Claufe, i. e. It Jball not
take Place till confirmed from Heme.

Vol.

II.

G

I
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I fhall here infert fome Obfervations concerning Ge~
neral Ajfemblies or Houfes of Reprefentatives which were
omitted in the Section of Maffachufetts Bay.
i. Conflicting Townfhips with allCorporalion Privileges,
but exprefly excluding them from the Privilege of fending
Reprefentatives, feems Anti-Constitutional ; efpecially confidering, that, there are no County Reprefentations of Freeholders in New-England. See Vol. I. p. 459.
2. By Act of the Affembly of Maffachufetts-Bay 40
Members are required to make a Quorum in the Houfe of
Reprejentatives -, as this is not by Charter, it may be recti
In the Houfe of Commons of
fied by Act of Affembly.
Great-Britain confifting of 558 Members or Returns, 40
make a Quorum ; why fhould the Houfe of Reprefentatives
of Maffachufetts Bay which this Year 1 750 confifts of only
about 90 Returns,have the fame number 40 for a Quorum?
As many Towns are delinquent in fending Reprefenta
tives, and fome Members of the other Towns negligent
in their Attendance, it may fometimes be difficult to make
a Quorum of 40, and confequently publick Bufinefs im

peded.

3. The old Act ; That a Reprefentative muft be a Rein the Townfhip for which he is eleSted, may be falutary for fome Time in a new Country not much concerned
in Commerce and Policy ; but a trading Politick Coun
try, fuch as is Maffachufetts-Bay, for a Country- Man not

fid en t

ufed to Trade or Money to prefcribe in fuch Affairs, is not
natural. See Vol. I. P. 506.
4. As in England, Sheriffs of Counties are excluded
from being Members of the Houfe of Commons, fo in the
Colonies the fame Regulation may take Place, becaufe a
Sheriff may be fuppofed to be under the Influence of the
Court or Governor, hisConftituents, and his perfonal Prefcncc feems required in his Bayliwick.
5. That the Councellors and Reprefentatives may ferve
their Country gratis : thus we fhall have generous Mem
bers, not Hirelings eafily to be corrupted. This Year
1750, the Town of Bofion and fome Country Townfhips

by
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by way of leading Examples have made an Introduction.
Antiently in the Parliament of England a Knight of the
Shire was allowed 4/ and a Citizen or Burgefs 2/a Day,
by the respective Places for which they were chofen ; at
prefent they have no Wages ; the Houfe of Lords the
Kings hereditary Council or fecond Branch in the Legifla
It is full Time that our Co
ture, never had any Pay.
lonies fhould conform to this Example ; feveral Provin
ces have conformed,
particularly in New England our
neighbouring Colony of Rhode-lfland ever fince 1746.
See Vol. I. P. 507.
This will be a confiderable Article
of Saving in the ordinary Charges of Government.

A Digression concerning the national Claims of GreatBritain and France relating to difputed Countries on the
Continent of North -America and fome of the Caribee WeftIndia Iflands.
The Crown Lands lately taken from the Province of
Maffachufetts-Bay, and the Lands North of Mafon's Grant,
have lately pro tempora, been annexed to the Jurifdiction
of this fmall Province of New Hampfhire ; they extend
from Weft to Eaft from New-Tork Eaft Line (which is
20 Miles £aft of
Hudforis River) to the Weft Line of
the Province of Main about 1 15 Miles ; North they ex
tend indefinitely to a Line dividing the American Britifh
Dominions from the Dominions of France called New
France or Canada ; this Line is now upon the Carpet in
Paris, to be adj uftcd by Britifh and French CommifTaries. * Mr. Bollon, Agent for Maffachufetts-Bay, has an |
Inftrudtion
*

This Line does not immediately affeft the Province of Majfait affefts No<va- Scotia, Sagadabock (the Jurifdiftion pro
tempore but not the Property of Sagadabock or Duke of Tork's Grant, is
in the Province of Maffachufettz-Bay, as was alfo Nova- Scotia by the
prefent Charter; the late Crown Land of Neiv Hampjhire, New fork, Sic.
f That the Curious may have fome Notion of our Colonies Agmeies at the Court of Great Britain, I fhall here infert, by way of In
ftance, an Abftraft of the laft Body of Inftruftions to Agent Ballon,

ebufetts- Bay,

voted

by the Affembly, January

19,

1749,50.

1.

To

'44
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Inftruction from their Affembly to reprefent the Enf
croachments which the French are making upon our Set
tlements in North- America.
The lafe exorbitant French Claims of extending their
Boundaries in America, beyond all the Limits which have
hitherto been challenged or allowed, gave Qccafion to the

following Paragraphs.
M. La Janqeriere Governor General

of Canada or New

France, by his Inftructions from Home, lately fent Letters
to the Commandant of Nova Scotia and to theGovernor of
Maffachufetts-Bay, claiming a great Part of Nova Scotia,
and from thence fo far as guenebec River in New- England.
At this writing M. La Come a French Officer from Cana
da with a confiderable 4- Force, lies canton'd on the North
Side
»———«—-—

~

—*—————■«■—■—■———_J i

i

l

.1

_______

To folicit the Payment and Reimburfement cf the Charges cf
the late intended Expedition againft Canada.
2. To folicit the
Payment for the Provincial Cloa thing, made ufe of
by Ad. Knonvles for his Majefty's Sea and Land Forces at Louijlourg.
3. To folicit the Charge Of fupporting Fprt Dimmer, and delending
the Frontiers of Neiu-Hampjhire.
4. To make Application, that the Governments of ConneBicut,
Nenv-Hampjbire, and Rhode- JJland, be obliged to a fpeedy and equita
ble Redemption of their Bills of publick Credit.
5. To reprefent the Encroachments made and making by the Trench
On his Majefty's Territories in North- America.
6. To enquire into the State of the Line between this Province and
the Colony of Conneclicut as formerly fettled, in order to have it con
firmed, if not already done.
7. To make Application that feveral Governments on this Conti
nent, be obliged to bear a juft Proportion of Men and Money in cafe
of another War.
8. To folicit the Exemption of Sea men and others in this Govern
ment from Imprefles on Board any of his
Majefty's Ships that may
come into this Province.
9. That he apply to the Court of Great-Britain for Pay for the
Snow Eagle and Dominique taken from the Captors at Louijbourg, and
employed in his Majefty's Service to carry Home Prifoners to France.
10. The Agent being impowered to receive what
Money fhall be
obtained at Great-Britain for thi3 Government, he is to lodge the fame
at the Bank of England for the further Order of the General
Aflembly.
4 This Force confifts of three Companies of Marines, about 400
Indians of Canada, St. John'!, Cape-Sables, and Pencbfcot, fome Canada
i.

Miiitia
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Side of Chicaniffo Bay and River,

to
prevent us from ex
further
North
than
the
tending
Peninfula, fo called, and
from building a Fort upon the Neck where is the Barcadier by the Bay Verte to Canada.
Major Laurence of Warburton's Regiment with about 450 Men was fent to difIodge them, but finding the French too ftrong, and inftructed to repel Force by Force, as alfo the Houfes burnt
to prevent any Lodgment there, he retired to Minas.
The French Court has
appointed as Commiffaries the
de
la
Marquis
Gliffoniere late Commandant General of
New France, and M. La houettes ; with two Commiffa
ries nominated by the Court of Great- Britain, Mr. Shir
ley, late Governor of Maffachufetts-Bay, and Mr. Mildmay ;
to regulate all the
refpective Pretenfions of the two Na
tions in America, and the Contefts ftill
remaining on fome
Prizes made on both Sides
the
It is thought
War.
during
that for fome Time they may avoid coming to any De
termination, and perhaps inftead of a definitive may come

provifional Treaty of Uti, &c.
There was lately a Difpute concerning the Property
and Jurifdiction of the Ifland of
Tobago in the Weft-Indies
between the Governor of Barbadoes and the General of
Martinico ; this Difpute ended in a provifional Treaty ;
this with fome other of the Windward Caribee Ifiands com
monly went by the Name of || Neutral Ifiands.
Soon after the Peace of Aix la Chapelle, which was con
cluded October 7, 1 748, the French began to fettle, (erect
Batteries) the Neutral Caribee Ifiands of* Tobago, St.
to a

Vincents,
Militia and Coureurs da
of Nova-Scotia.

Bois, and

French

Neutrals,

as

they

are

called,

|| The Imprudence of our Commanders and other Officers, in giving
the Denomination of Neutrals to the French Settlers of Nova-Scotia.
perhaps gave Occafion to the prefent French Claim of a great Part or
JSiyva Scotia and of fome Part of New- EnglandTo far as Qucnebec River.
*
Tobago was formerly the Property of the Dukes of Courland, th^y
had a Settlement on the Coaft of Guinea called Fort St. Andrtw, u>
fupply it with Negro Slaves : in the beginning of the Reign of lv'r;r
Charles II. they were dilpofTefTed by the Dutch ; this occ.ifio^ed
Jim?!
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Vincents, St. Lucia, and St. Dominico. Thefe and fome
other Caribee Ifiands called Neutrals are exprefiy menti
oned to keep up the Claim, in both f Commiffions of the
Governor of Barbadoes, and the French General of Martitiko.
Beginning of December 1748, the French Governor
of Martinico iffued a Proclamation, prohibiting the Englifh,
Dutch or Danes from trading there without Licence from
the General of Martinico^ on Pain of forfeting Veffel and
Cargo. Upon Information of thefe Proceedings the Go
vernor of Barbadoes fentCapt. Tyrrel with fome Frigats to
James Duke
to

Charles

of Courland

by Treaty November

II, the Sovereignty of faid Ifland

referving Liberty

of Trade

to

this the Dutch feem to have

17. 1664, t0 ma^e ovcr
and of Fort St. Andrews,

the Courlanders and Dantziiers.
Upon
the Ifland, and the Courlanders
remains at leaft a Fie/ of the Crown of

quitted

repofleffed it ; thus it
Great Britain.
Jt was firft difcovered by the Spaniards, and had its Name from
Indian Tobacco Smoakers. When the Englijb firft fettled Barbadoes, there
being no Spanilb Settlers in Tobago, the Englifh from Barbadoes fre
quented it, and Charles I, made a Grant of it to the Earl of Pembroke,
the fubfequent Civil Wars prevented his
fettling of it. Soon after
about 200 Dutch People fettled there, but were expelled by the Spa
niards and Caribee Indians. Next James Kettler Duke of Courland,
God-fon to James I. of England, made a Settlement there ; but was
difpoflefled by the two Lampions, Dutch Merchants from France, they
had the Titles of Counts and Barons of Tobago ; and from the Duttb
fVeJi-IndiaCompany had a Grant of the Ifland.and with Confentof the
States they fent over M. Bavean Governor.
It was in Difpute be
tween the Englifh and Dutch in Charles II. Dutch War.
The Houfe
of Kettler being extin£l it reverted to England.
f The prefent Governor of Barbadoes, his Commiflion runs thus j

never

Henry Granvillee, Efq; Captain General and Chief Governor of the
Ifiands of Barbados, St. Lucia, St. Vincents, Dominico, and the reft of
hi s Majefty's Ifland Colonies and Plantations in America, known by the
Name of the Caribee Ifiands, laying and being to Windward of Guardaloupe. The prefent Governor of Martinico his Commiflion runs thus ;
Marquis de Caylus Governor and Lieut. General of the Ifiands of Mar
tinico, Guardaloupe, Grande and Petite Terre, Dejiada, Marygallant, tht
Saints, Dominico, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Bequia, Cannaovan, Caricacocoan, Grenada, and of all the Ifiands and Iflets commonly called the
Granadillos, Tobago, St. Bartholomew:, St.Martin, Cayan, and the Con
tinent

comprehended

between the River of the Amazons and Oranoke.

Tobago^
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Tobago^ Capt. Tyrrel fent aboard the French Commodore
to enquire what Bufinefs he had there, who roundly told

fettle that Ifland, and if obftructed
make the beft Defence he could. Capt.
Tyrrel returned to Barbadoes for further Orders.
When Complaint was made to the French Court, by
the Court of Great-Britain concerning the French aiTuming the Ifland of Tobago ; the Court of France by way of
Recrimination anfwered in April i 749, that the Englifh
were the AggrefTors by prefuming h& November in a clandeftine Manner to ftick up a Proclamation in that Ifland,
commanding the French Subjects there, to quit the Place
within the Space of thirty Days, upon Pain of military
Execution : this (as they pretend) induced the General
of Martinico, without previous Orders from his Court, to
prevent the fame, by fettling Inhabitants and Batteries
there.

him, he was
therein, was

come to

to

Martinico, November 27, 1749, a provifional (not de
finitive ) Treaty, was fign'd between Commodore Holburn,
authorized by Governor Grenvilee of Barbadoes, and the
Marquis de Caylus Governor of Martinico, for the reci
procal Evacuation of the Ifland of Tobago, as well as for
the immediate Demolition of all the Works and Fortraffes which the French have raifed on RockleyBay, or any
other Part of the faid Ifland ; that neither Nation fhall
make Settlements there, but may wood and water there,
catch fifh, and build temporary Huts to fcreen them
from the Weather during their fifhing or wooding, but
fhall not cut down any Trees other than for Fire- wood,
nor
gather any Simples or valuable Plants. Accordingly
a
Britifh Man of War Sloop from Barbadoes, and a Brigantine from Martinico, failed to Tobago, having each of
them an Officer on Board chargrd to fee that Ifland eva
cuated by the Subjects of both Crowns.
The Wars of
and Indians their

New-Hampfhire with the Canada French
Allies, is generally comprehended in

what

A
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in the Section of Maffachufetts -Bay. * More
over, i, towards the Reductionof Louifbourg,on Cape-Bre
ton Ifland, they contributed a
Regiment of 350 Men un
der Col. More.
2. Towards the fecond Reinforcement
of 1000 Men fent from New- England for the Protection
of Nova Scotia, they contributed 200 Men, whereof only
40 that were fent to Minas did any Duty, the reft in fome
trifling Difguft foon returned to Portfmoulh in NewHampfhire. 3. In the late French and Indian Wars, they
were neither capable nor willing to
protect their own
of Maffachufetts-Bay gladly em
Frontiers •, the G
braced this Opportunity of further Perquifites, and pro
cured the Affembly to take them under Protection at a
confiderable Provincial Charge, but hitherto without any
Reimburfement.
This Province makes only one County or Shire :
Anno 1 742, it contained about 6000 reatable Whites, and
about 500 Negroes or Slaves.
Their Compliment of Counfellors is ten •, when much
deficient, the Governor may appoint pro tempore. The
new Grants of Lands or
Townfhips are not from the Rewhat is

wrote

—-

"

'

■

*

As

'

<

'
—

--

.

— _

hinted in the firft Volume, during the late French and Indian War, at the Requeft of the Prefident and Council of Neva- Scotia, reprefenting the weak State of Annapolis as to their Garrifon and the illCondition of their Fortifications ; there were three Reinforcements of Men
fent from New England to Nova-Scotia. I From
Ma/fachufetts-Bay 200
Men, they were of good Ufe in the beginning of the Erench War in
Summer r744 ; the other two Reinforcements were of no Ufe. 2. In
the Winter 1746,7, A Reinforcement of 500 Men of
MaJJachuJettsBay, 300 of Rhode- I/land, and 200 of New-Hampfhire, in all 1000
Men to be canton'd amongft the French at Minas to
keep them in due
Subjection, and at the fame Time to eat up their fpare Provifion which'
ufed to vicinal the French and India* Parties : from ill Contrivance and
we

.

worfe

Management, being indifcreetly canton'd,

no

Snow

Shoes, and

ill provided with Ammunition, they fuffered a difmal
French and Indian Party from ChiconiBo ; our Forces
happened to be
only 470 Men, the 360 Rhode- Ifand Men never arrived, having fuf
fered Ship- wreck ; of the 200 New- Hampfhire Men, only
40 marched
to Minas, the reft foon returned Home.
3. Was a Reinforcement of

MafTacre'bya

270 Men from MaJfachu/etts-Bay fent in the Winter
the Peace with France was as good as concluded.

1747,8,

when

prefentatives
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prefentatives of the Collective-Body of the People,
but by the Governor and Council conform to the Gover
nor's Commiflion and Instruction, at a certain nominal
Quit- Rent, v. g. Londonderry to pay yearly one Bufhel
of Peratocs when

Houfe of

required. The Conftitution
Reprefentatives, See Vol. II. P. 37.

of their

The Juries are returned by the Sheriff.
Their Courts of Judicature, befides the Jurifdiction of
a Juflice
of the Peace, and of a Bench of Juftices, are
1. The General Seffions of the Peace held
Quarterly.
2. Inferior Court of common Pleas held four Times a
Year, confift of four Judges, whereof three make a Quorum,
3. A Superior Court of Judicature or Common' Pleas
held twice a Year, confifts of a chief Judge and three
other Judges, whereof three make a Quorum ; from thence
are allowed,
Appeals to the Governor and Council, or to
a Court of
Appeals in Cafes where the Value in difpute
exceeds £. 100 St. and to the King in Council where the
true Value of the
Thing in Difference exceeds £. 300 St.
4. Courts of Oyer and Terminer, Affizes, or General
Goal Delivery, are fpecially appointed by the Governor
and Council.
5. At prefent the fame Judge of Vice Admiralty and
other Officers, ferve for Maffachufetts-Bay, Rhode- Ifland
and New Hampfhire.
6. The Officers of the Court of Probates, are appointed
by the Governor and Council, with Appeal to the Go
vernor and Council.
7. Court of Equity. The Commander in Chief with
the Council, fuftain by way of Appeal from the Court
(having Jurfdiction) next below •, directly without any
new Procefs, is tried on the fame
original Writ or Procefs brought to the firft Court, and comes in Stato quo
exadlly, faving that either Party may bring new Evidence
if they pleafe : after a Hearing, perhaps fome Weeks or
Months may elapfe before Sentence is pronounced ; and
from thefe may Appeal to the King in Council.
H
Vol. II.
U
.
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In this Province there is
tom

-Houfe, kept

counts

at

only
Portfmouth.

one

Collection

By

the

from December 25, 1747,10 December 25,

foreign Voyages

Ships

Brigs
Sloops

Brigs
Sloops

57
Scooners 28

Ac

174^

Entred in,

Cleared out,
i3
Ships
Snows
3
20

Cuf-

or

Quarterly

Snows

n
1

7
35
Scooners 19-

121
73
and
about
200
befides
Scooners, which
Coafting Slbops
Rhode
to
Lumber
Ifland, Sic. where
Bofton, Salem,
carry -f"
in
with
half
enter
one
about
of
Freight from thefe Parts.
Their Produce is Provifions, but fcarce fufficient for
their own Confumption •, Mafts, Timber, Deal Boards,;
Joifts, Staves, Hoops, Clap-Boards, Shingles, and fome
dry Cod-fifh.
Their Manufactures are Ship-building, lately a good
Fifth Rate Man of War called the America was built
Bar Iron, The noted Iron- works on Lamper eel
there.
River were only Bloomeries of Swamp or Bog Ore ; thefe
Works were foondifcontinued, they never made any con
fiderable Quantity of Bar-Iron, they wanted Water in
the Drought of Summer and in hard Frofts of W7inter, and
their Ore become Scarce.

-f- By Lumber, is meant all Sorts of Wooden Traffick that is bulky
and of fmall Value. In North- America, Ranging Timber, Spars, Oak
and Pine Plank, Oak & Pine Boards, Staves, Heading and Hoops, ClapBoards, Shingles & Laths are called Lumber. In the Adl of Parliament
1
722, giving furtherEncourageraent for the Importation of Naval Stores,
Lumber is fpecified, 'viz. Deals of feveral Sorts, Timber Balks offeveral
Sizes, Barrel -Boards, Clap-Boards, Pipe -Boards or Pipe-Holt, White
Boards for Shoemakers, Boom and Cant Spurs, Bow- Staves, Caprevans,
Clap- Holt, Ebony- Wood, Headings for Pipes Hogfheads and Barrels,
Hoops for Coopers, Oars, Pipe and Hogfhead Staves, Barrel Staves,
Firkin Staves, Trunnels, Speckled- Wood, Sweet- Wood, fmall Spars,
Oak Plank, and Wainfcot.

Their
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Their Excife upon ftrong Liquors may amount to about
iooo O. T. per Annum ; this with £. iooo O. T.
from the- Intereft of Loan-Money per Annum is the*
pre
fent Sallary of their Governor. In New-Hampfhire as in
Maffachufetts-Bay, there are two Sorts of Licences for
felling of ftrong Drink, j. A Licence to keep an open
2. A Licence to .retail
Tavern.
Liquors out of Doors
only. This Liberty or Licence is firft to be obtained of
the Select Men of the Townfhip, afterwards to be con
firmed by the Juftices of the
County in their Quarter
Seifions.
Mr. Brown, Miffionary at Portfmouth of NewHampfhire,
Anno 174.1, writes to the Society for the Propagation
of
the Gofpel in Foreign Parts, that there were in NewHampfhire about 50 to 60 Families of the Church of
England, the reft were Independents ; that they had no

£.

Quakers, Baptifts, Seperatifts, Heathens,

or

Infidels

them.
Miscellanies. About 1623, Mr. David
Thompfon
attempted a Settlement at Pifcataqua now called NewHampfhire, it foon vanifhed, and the very Memory of it
is loft.
New Ifampfhire printed Law Book begins July 8,
1696.
Ufher, Partridge, Vaughan and John Wentworth, Efq;
were fucceflively Lieutenant Governors ; the fucceflive
Governors of Maffachufetts-Bay being Governors in chief,
until July 1 74 1, when Bennin Wentworth,
Efq-, was
appointed Governor in Chief of New-Hampfljire.

amongft

John Wentworth, Efq-,

was
appointed Lieutenant Go
1717, he died Dec. 12. 1730.
1
73 1, in July, arrives Col. Dunbar as Lieut. Governor,
he was alfo Surveyor General of the Woods in NorthAmerica, with four Deputy Surveyors, principally to pre
vent wafte of the
Mailing Trees. Anno IJ43, He relin
quished thofe Pofts, and was by the Directors of the Eaft.
India Company appointed Governor of St. Helena •, there
has been no Lieut. Governor appointed fince, and Gover
nor Wentworth fucceeded him zz
Surveyor of the Woods.

vernor

A
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A Digression.

and Naval Stores 5
North-America.

Concerning Timber, Wood, Lumber,
the

Growth,

and Manufallure

of

This is a Subject fo copious as to require a peculiar
Volume, but the f Character of Summary does not per
mit to expatiate upon this ufeful Subject.
The Timber Trees of North- America for R Conftruction of fhipping and framing of Houfes may be reduced
to two general Kinds, Pine and Oak.
The Pines may be fubdivided into the Mafting, or
white Pine, the Pitch Pine or Picea, and others of the
Pine Kind ufed as Lumber. I fhall not ufe any ftirT* fcholaftick
f For this Reafon I feldom mention their Quadrupeds commonly
called Beafls, their Birds, their Fifhes, their Serpentine Kind, and their
Jiifecls ; I avoid the ufelefs Vertuofo Part of Natural Hiflory concern
ing Figured Stones, curious Marcafites, extraordiaary Petrcfaftions and
Chryflalifations, Shells of all Sorts, &c. Men of that fort of Curiofny
may confult peculiar Authors, <v. g. in Botany, Father Ptumiera Minime of Marfdhs, in his four Voyages to America difcovered 900 new
Plants, efpeciaily in thecapillery of Tribe ; in this Tribe, North Ame
rica exceeds any Country upon our Earth or Globe.
|| New- England perhaps excells in good Ax- Men for falling of Trees,
and fjquaring of Timber.
*
P. Tumefort, M. D. for many Years ProfefTor of the Royal Gar
den in Paris, a defervedly celebrated Antiquary and Naturalift, as ap
pears by his Voyage auLavant, 410. 2 Vol. Paris, 1 71 7 : In his hfitutiones Rei herbaria, feems upon too frivolous Differences, that is,
from the Number of Leaves or Needles from the fame Theca pr
Sheath, transfer the noted Naval Store Pines, the White and Pitch
Pine to the Larix.
Gaffing of Plants, efpeciaily Trees by their gene
ral Habit, feems to be more obvious or fcientif.ck, than the minute In
spections of their Flowers and Seed ; we find Turnefort himfelf the
Prince of Bot:.:;ijhs recede from this Rigour in clafung of his Legumi
nous Trees by Differences in the
Leaf, viz. fJijs fngularibus, fclijs
tcrnis, cif folijs per corjugationes. When he comes to uie this laft De
viation with regard to the Pine Kind, inflead of the obvious Habit, he
feems not to diftinguifh well : His general Diflribution of the Pine
Tribe into Coniferous, and Bacciferous is natural, but his Subdivifion of
the Coniferous into Alictcs or Firs folijs Singular ibus, Pinus Joli:s finis,
hit icis
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laftick Enumerations, which can be of no common Ufe,
but fhall endeavour to exprefs myfelfin an intelligible
Manner.
The White Pine or f Masting Pine may be cal
led Pinus excellior, cortice la?vi folijs quinis anguftis perpetuis ex eodem exortu,Conis, Longiortbus ; Turnefort calls it,
Larix Americana, folijs quinis ab eodem exortu. Plum.
Some are of very large Dimenfions. An. 1736, near Me
rimack Rivera little above Dunfiable, was cut a white Pine

and found, feven Feet eight Inches Diameter at
the Butt-end ; the Commiffioners of the Navy feldom 4.
contract for any exceeding 36 Inches diameter at the Buttend, and to be fo many Yards in length as they are Inches
in Diameter at the But-end.
From Time to Time the Commiffioners of the Navy
agree with Contractors to furnifli certain Numbers of
fpecified Dimenfions of Mafts, Yards and Bowfprits, with
his Majefty's Licence for || cutting fuch Trees : the late
Contracts have been from Pifcataqua Harbour in NewHampfhire, and Cafco bay in the Province of Main. The
Maft Ships are built peculiarly for that Ufe, are generally
about 400 Tun, navigated with about 25 Men, and carry
45 to 5° g°°d Mafts per Voyage. By Act of Parliament
there are * Penalties for cutting of Mafting Trees without
Licence, cognizable by the Court of Vice Admiralty.
Col. William Dudley fome Years fince, in his frequent
Surveys of New Townfhips about 50 or 60 Miles inland,

fireight

lances

folijs (or Needles) pluribas quam hinis ex eadem theca or Sheath,
natural, becaule the folijs pturibus quam hinis in their external
Habit agree with the folijs hinis, and
ought to be called Pines.
T In New- Hampfhire and Province of Main, much good Ship Tim
ber and Mailing Trees : in Duke of York's Grant, called
Sagadabock,
is not

not

much of either.

-(. Col. Partridge fome Years fince had the Mailing Contract for
ten Years, no Mad to exceed
36 Inches diameter at the Butt-End, he
fent Home a few of 58 Inches and two of 42 Inches.
|| Hard Winters are good for tie Sledding Conveyance, but hard
Frofls render the Edges of their falling Axes inconveniently brittle.
*

Sec Vol. I. P. 379.

obf r /ed
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obferved white Afh-trees, ftreight and without Branchings
for about eighty Feet, and about three Feet diameter at
the But-end, it is as light and much tougher than WhitePine : would not thofe make ftronger Mafts than WhitePine, and in all refpects better ? It is true, the Land Carriage for fo great a Diftanceis inconvenient The BlackAm has a fmaller Leaf than the White- A fh.
White Pine is much ufed in framing of Houfes and in
Joiners Work, fcarce any of it to be found South of New—

it is of a
but foon loofes its

good Grain, foft,
good Complexion
eafily wrought ;
by mildewing •, priming or painting may hide this in many
Cafes, but in fome Cafes it is not to be hid, v. g. in Floor
ing ; the Softnefs of its Texture fubjects it to fhrinkand
fwell Hygrometer like, and confequently never make a good
Joint. Thebeft White Pine is from the Upland ; thefe
from Swamps or Marfhy Lands, are the moft apt to mil
dew, make a bad Joint, and fhake or fhiver upon the
leaft Violence. The Apple Pine is of the White Pine
kind, but more frowey. f
New-England abounds in Saw- mills of cheap and flight
"Work, generally carry only one Saw, one Man and a Boy
attending of a Mill may in 24 Hours faw four Thoufand
Feet of White- Pine Boards -, thefe Boards are generally
one Inch thick, and of various Lengths from 15 to 25

England.
and

In

Joiners Work,

Feet, and of various Wedths

1 Feet to 2 Feet at a Me
that
is
reckoned
Boards
it
make iooo Feet.—
;
40
Thefe Mills moftly ftand upon fmall Streams, becaufe
cheap fitted, but with the following Inconveniencies.
1. As the Country is cleared of Wood and Brufh, fmall
2. In
Streams dry up.
living fmall Streams they do
not afford Water fufficient to drive the Wheel in Summer.
are frozen
The Surveyors of
up.
3. In the Winter they
the Woocls mark the Mafting Trees, and furvey the Logs

dium

f Norway red Deal Boards anfwer for Upper Works of Ships, be
Splinters are not fo dangerous as Oak. Norway white Deal
LcdiJs are 9 to 10 Feet long, 1 and quarter to 1 and half Inch thick.

caufe their
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the Mills, for which they have fome Perquifites from
Timber Men. A Timberman*s Eftate confifts in Mills
and Oxen •, Oxen are a more fteddy Draught than Horfes ;
in f Logging the Snow mnft not exceed 2 Feet deep.
Spruce or true |j Firr grows ftreight and tapering, is very
beautiful ; is ufed as Spars ; it is apt to eaft or warp, and

at

being
f Mifunderftandings with the Indians are a great Hindrance in our
Timber and Lumber Trade ; therefore the Indians ought to be awed
by
in a
4 or 5 Forts at proper. Diflances upon our Inland Frontiers,

kept
refpectful Condition by the Appearance of fome Military Force ; and
enticed by proper AfTortmcnts of Goods, to
exchange with their
Furrs, Skins, and Feathers.
The

[|

commonly

called Scots

Furr, is properly Pittas folijs hinis

ex

eadem theca.

I fhall enumerate five Abietes or Firrs of the Growth- of Neivthis Volume fwells too much, I can only mention them.
(
Abies pedinntis folijs Virginiana, conis par-ijis fubrotundis. Pluk.
hemlock : it is cut into Deal Boards but much- inferior to the White
Pine : Its Bark is ufed by the Tanners.
2. Abies tenuiere
folio, fruSlu deorfum infexo, minori', ligno exalbada'.
The white Spruce Farr of New- England ; all the Abietes, efpeciaily the
Spruces fo called, grow in Swamps or Marfhes ; the Extremity of a
Branch is well reprefented by T. J. R. H. Fol. 3.54, and its Cone or
fruit in Fol. 353.

England ;
.

3.. Dit. Ligno rubente, Red Spruce.
Black Spruce.
4. Dit. Ligno ob/curiore,
5. Abies tenuiorebus folijs abjque ordine difpofitis ffufta deorfum inflexo Balfamifera Accadienfis ; the Firr Turpentine Tree of Nova- Scotia
commonly called the Balfam Gilead Tree of Nova-Scotia. From the
Tumors or Bliflers in the Bark, by Incifion is gathered a thin fra
grant Fir Turpentine, which from its Citron like Fragrancy, fuch as
chat of the Levant, Balfam, has been called Balfam Gilead ; it 19
Very hot ; fome Years fince, when Balfam Capinii was wanting here,
I ufed it in Gonorbcas, but it increafed the ardor Urin& and fome other
Symptoms to fuch a violent Degree, I was obliged to drop it ; the
name of Baljam Gilead
gives a prejudice in its favour,but from its great
He"at and attraction in all recent Bruifes, Wounds and other Ulcers it
induces violent Pains, Inflamations and Fluxions upon the Part.
It is a miflaken Notion of many People, that all our Medecinal Ba!fams or liquid Rozins are from various Firr-Trees ; I fhall here by way
of Amufement redlify thofe Errors by enumerating, and defcribing the

Medecinal Natural Balfams.
I

.

meeba

Opobalfamum, Balfamum Verum, Gilead, Syriacum, fudmacum,
; is a liquid Rozin fragrant as Citron, of a Syrup ConfiJlance

e
:

fro:-
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being too flexile is not fit for Mafts or Yards of any con
fiderable Largenefs ; its Twigs with the Leaves are
boil'd with a Beer or Drink made with MoIafTes, and is
cfteemed good in the Scurvy and the like Fowlnefies of
the
from a fmall Tree or Shrub with pinnated Leaves ending in an impar,oa
the Top of the Stalk are htxapitalous whitifh Flowers fucceeded by a
roundifh rugged Fruic ; this Fruit is called Carpobalfamum, and the
Wood is the Xylobaliamum of the Apothecary Shops, but at prefent
in Practice.
The Bulfam Gilead
land, and Canada is from
not

2.

or
an

Fir

Turpentine of Nova Scotia, Nevfoundfolio, already defcribed.

Abies tenuiore

3. Terebinthina communis, one ef the enumerated Naval Stores, is
from the Pinus folijs ternis ex eadim theca ; it is whitifh, thick and

Opaque.
Picea
4. Stmfburg Turpentine, from the Abies mas Theophrafli.
rubra. C. B. P. Red Fir : This Turpentine is
Abies
Ji<ve
prima
major
clearer, paler, and of thinner Confidence than Venice Turpentine, of a
pleafant Lemon peel Smell.
c. Venice Turpentine is from the Larix folio deciduo eoniftra, I. Bj
The Larch Tree ; this is browner and thicker than the Strafburg
Turpentine. The Cedrus Libani et Palejiina pracel/a. Lob. belongs
to

the Larices.

6. Chio, and Cyprus Turpentine, is not from the Pine kind, but from
The Turpentine Tree.
It is a
the Ttrabinthus vulgaris. C. P. P.
Tree Shrub with pinnated Leaves, ending in an impar, the Fruit is 1
longifh hard Nut. This though not of the Pine Kind gives Name to
all the Rozins of the Pine Kind. It is thicker and more tenacious than
Venice Turpentine, and of a pleafant Smell ; that from Chio is clear
and almoft tranfparent, that from Cyprus is full of Drofs and Browner.
Balfamum Americanum. C P P. It comes to
7. Balfam Capi<vi.
is from a large Tree
as from the Dutch Plantations of Surinam ; It
with long rounding Leaves, its Fruit is in fbort Pods. This Balfam is
of a bitter hot or rough Tafle, does not give that remarkable Violet
Smell to the Urine, that Turpentine occafions. By Experience I have
found it the moft effedlual of all the natural Balfams, in internal
Ulcerations, Dyjentaries, Difeafes of the Lungs, Kidneys and Bladder, in
the Fluor abus and Gonorrhea : It invifcates the Acrimony and pre
vents the Colliquation of our Juices.
]
8. Balfam of Peru ixom Spanijb Wefi -Indies in Earthen jars ; it is
Confiflance
of
a
thick Syrup, fragant, warm,
©fa redifh dark Colour,
aromatick Tafle ; from a midling Tree with Almond Tree like
Leaves, and a Fox glove Flower : This Balfam is alfo a nervine Me
dicine internally and externally ufed.
9.

Balfam of Tolu,

somes

in fmall Calabafhes from Tela in the

Spa
nijb
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the Blood and other Juices •, it is much drank in the
Northern Parts of North- America, efpeciaily in Nova Scotia
and Newfoundland.
What is further to be faid of the Pine kind, is referred
*
to the Paragraphs of Lumber and Naval Stores.
The
nifb Weft Indies of a yellow

brown Colour friable

by Age,

of

a

fra

grant Smell and Aromatick Tafle : with this is made the Syrupus BalJamicus, ufed in Affeclions of the Lungs. It is from the Soliqua arbar
I. B. with a Pinnated Leaf and foliquous Fruit.
Ceretia.
There are feveral other natural Balfams, but hitherto not introduced
into the Materia Medica.
*
Here once for all, I fhall infert fome general Annotations concern
ing Vi get able Produce.
There is fuch a lufus natura in the Herbs, Shrubs, and Trees be
tween the
Tropicks, or in Hot Countries, they are fcarce to be redu
ced to Tribes.
Moll of the fine F'owers in the Gardens of Europe came from the
Levant or Afia. The Sultans and their MiflrefTes or Seraglio Wo
men, take Pleafure in fine Flowers and delicious Fruits ; the Bafhawt
and other Governors of the feveral Provinces fupply them with the
mofl gay, fragrant, and elegant j moft of the Orchard, efpeciaily the
Stone Fruit, came from thence.
Syflematick Writers in any Part of Literature, are much inferior to
thofe who write only of fuch Things as were difcovered or obferved
I fhall mention a few in the Affair of
in their own Time and Place.
Cornuti Canadtnfum Plantarum Hijioria 4tO Paris, 1635, he
Plants.
Hortus Maltbaricus containing elegant
Rate Botanifl.
was a fmall
Defcriptions and fcons of 745 Eaft India Plants, done by the Direc
tion and at the Charge of Draakenftin Governor of the Dutch Eaft
Indies, in Folio, publifhed in twelve Parts from Anno 1678, to 1693.
Tournefort, Corollarium Rei Herbaria, 4to Paris 1703 in 3 Vol. contain
ing 1356 new Plants which he difcovered in his Voyage or Travels
to the Levant, that is the Ifiands of the Archipelago and the Leffer /tjiat
at the
Charge of the King of France ; as a Supplement to his lnftitutiones Rei Herbaria 4to Paris 1700 in 3 Vol. whereof two Volumes
are
compofed of elegant Icons, the other Vol. contains a Catalogue of

five

'

His Hiftoire desplantes, qui naiffent aux environs de Pa
ufage dans la medicine, is a finifhed ufeful Piece of 1037
Plant?, printed at Paris in Oclavo 1698.
As to Time and Place in general with Regard to our MotherCountry, Anno 1696 laft Edition in 8vo. Mr. Ray a Naturalift in
his Synopfi* Methoeiica,Stirpium Britanicarum, has 1480 Plants, whereof
113 are Trcs and Shrubs. With Regard to the Country near Boh on

8846 Plants.
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The White Oak or Oak for Construction of
Shipping may be called Quercus ligno exalbido duriore
coriice cinereo leviter rimofo.
We have + great Variety
of
about eleven Hun
England, I arrived so the Deicriptions of******
by
indigenous Plants, but was interrupted
************

in Neiv

dred

************

****

Plunkenet in his Phytographia and Almngestum Botanicum pub
lifhed in Folio, London 169 1 to 1696 ; he mentions Bmifters Cata
logue of Virginia Plants not publifhed at that Time. Sir Hans
Sloan a noted Licfbebber or Virtuofo, his Catalogus plant arum Infulte Jcmaaca, &c. London 1696 ; there are no Descriptions ; the
Plants generally were not in his own Knowledge, but an immethodical
*

*

*

Rapfady of Synonima copied from fundry Writers concerning the
Weft India Settlements. There are Enumerations of many American'
Plants with elegant proper coloured Icons in Catefbys natural Hiftory
of Carolina and the Babtma Ifiands, See Phil. Tranfacl. Vol. 36.
P. 425 ; Vol. 37. P. 174,447 ; v<>1- 38. P- 315 i Vo1 39- p1 12,
251 j Vol. 40. P. 343 ; Vol. 44. P. 435, Catrjbfs Effays are
in eleven Setts.
Father Plumier in his Description of the American Plants publifhed
at Paris near 60 Years fince, gives an Account of more Weft- India or
American Plants than all the Botanifts of that Age ; he made four
Voyages to North- America, on Purpofe, and obferves, that it remarka

abounds with Capillary Plants.
The two Brothers Lignons in the French Ifiands, and Saracen in Ca
nada in Quality of Royal Botanifts with Sallaries, have deferved well.
Dierville a French Surgeon in Nova- Scotia fent fome curious Plants
from Nova- Scotia or V Accadie to Turnefort. In Ne-w- England hitherto
we have had no Botanick Writer.
Frequently I find fome Difficulty to reflrain my felf againft Excurfions, I fhall conclude this Excurfion by obferving that in the fixteenth

bly

Century, the Moderns began to apply themfelves to the Knowledge of
Plants in fome Method ; before that Time, Plants were ranged ac
cording to their general Appearances, or Virtues, and in a very loofe
Manner ; in that Century many good Botanifts appeared ; Gefner the
Father of all Natural Hiftory, born in Switzerland 1516, died of the
Plague 1565, his Botanick Writings were moft of them loft and never
publifhed ; Turnefort followed his Method of claffing the Plants by
their Flower and Seed.
•j- Thefe Botanick Excurfions muft prove tedious to moft Readers ;
I fhall therefore Sightly defcribe only a few of the Oaks that are moft
common in Ne<w- England, partly by their Claflical Latin Names, and

partly by

their

common

Englifh Appellations.
1.
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Oaks, but this is the only Oak required by Contratt with
the Ship-Builders for ConftrucYion.
Black Oak for the
bottom of VelTels always under Water anfwers well, and
being very acid, as I am informed, is not fo fubjecT: to the
eating
1 he White Oak of the Ship Builders, is a
i.
large Tree, with A(h
coloured Bark of fmall and frequent Crevices, the Leaves refemble
thofe of a Dwarf Oak, Robur 1 1 1. Clufij, or rather like that of T. I.
R. H. Tab. 349, on Inch pedicles, the Acorns fometimes, more than
a common half Inch
pedicle from the Sinus of the Leaves
the Extremities of the Surcuii, paraboloid, exos, one Inch, tranfverfe Diameter three Quarters of an Inch, of a
pleafant Tafle, the cu
pula: are Shallow and vinucofe.
z. The Red Oak, while
young all the Bark is fmooth like the Beech
Tree, when old the Bark of the lower Part of the Tree becomes
rough j it is a large fpreading Tree with a large mining Leaf Efculi
di-vi/ura, that is lacineatcd to fharp Points, a large Acorn but no plea
fant Tafle, generally the Wood is of a redifh call and \
try porous ;
this Species is fubdivided into many diftincT. Sorts, viz. red,
gray, blue,

one

from

near

yellow, &c.

This Oak being very fpungy is of fhort Duration in ufe, it rives
into Staves for Mobiles, Bread, and dry Cafk.
N. B. £>uercus parva five Phagus Gracorum, et Efculus
Plinij, C.
B. P. or the Efculus of the Ancients, is a Shrub Oak with a
deeply
Jacineated Leaf, its Name is from the peculiar Sweetnefs of its Acorn ;
for this Reafon in Maryland, Virginia and Carolina ail Acorns, Beech
Nuts, Walnuts, and other Nuts of the Foreft are called Mast from
Mafticare, and when plenty, it is faid to be a good Mail Year for feed
ing of Swine or making of Pork.
3. Black Oak, perhaps fo called from its dark coloured Bark : may
be called S^uarcus Americana magna, patula, Coriice obfeuriore

eafily

rimofo

folijs Majoribus Efculi divilura ; may be ufed as Plank in the under
Water Parts of a Ship ; it makes the bed: Charcoal.
4. Svjamp Oak is from ftrong moift Land, fuch as White Pine re
quires ; it is of amidling Size, its Leaf like that of Ilex. (T. I. R. H.
Tab. 350) but not (o rigid and fpinolous ; the Acorns are Oval, of a
pleafant Tafle, in dufky Scally Cups.
5. Chcftnut Oak, fo called from the Inequalities or nW of its Bark,
refembling the Bark of Cheftnut Trees : it is of a fine Grain, and by
fome ufed in Conduction.
6. Common Black Shrub Oik, grows from 5 to 10 Feet high, patu
lous, fmooth Bark, deeply finuated fomewhat riged Leaf, Acorns fma'l
from the Body of the Trunk on fhort Pedicles, bitter Tafle, ai,«l

Scally Cup.
7.

A
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of the teredines or Worms of the hot
Countries 5 fome think that Black-Oak may be ufed as
Timber but not as Plank. In Virginia and the Carolinas
there is an Oak called live or ever green Oak, Quercus latifolia perpetuo virens, caudice contorto etvalde ramofo ; it is
very hard (tubbed Shrub Trunk, but of a crofs Grain fit

eating or boring

that is tor crooked rifing Timbers,
and Knees ; but not for Plank.
Excepting
this Live oak, all Oaks South of New-England are foft
and fpiingy, they rive well for Staves, but in Ship build
ing they foon rot. In Great Britain and Ireland there is
no other Diftinction of Oaks
but Upland and Marfhoak •, their Oak is Quercus vulgaris brevioribus et longis
pediculis, I. B. 1. 70, the Leaves refemble thofe of our
Shrub white Oak, the Leaf has a fhort or no pedicule, une
qually laciniated or rather deeply dented with 4 or 5
Dentations each Side of the Leaf, the Acorn fome have
fhorter fome longer Pedicles.
Great- Britain does not af
ford Oak fufficient for their own Ufe, they import much
from the Baltick or Eaft Country.
Pomerania ifups off
the beft Oak Timber and Plank; Koningfberg ir\. Ducal
Pruffia fhips off confiderably ; the beft Halt Country Oak

forCompas Timber,
Standards,

7. A lefTer Black Shrub Oak refembling tht former, but of a diflmcl
Sort.
8. White Shrub Oak, 3 or 4 Feet high, Vimineous, Leaf dented like
that of the Swamp Oak, Acorns fmall as a Pea, SijJJle in the Sinus of
the Leaves, and Scally Cup.
9. A lefler White Shrub Oak, refembling the former, but of adlftinft
Kind.
N. B. Such wafte barren Lands as in Great Britain art called
Heaths ; in Neiv England are called Shrub Oak and Huckleberry
Plains, from thefe Shrubs which are their only Produce. In Great
Britain there are feveral Species of Heaths, the moll common, is the
Euca vulgaris lumilis Jatnpir vii ins f.ore pui purae et albo. I. B. COm11 on Heath ; in AVov England are feveral bpeciesof Shrub Oaks, the
moft common v- the large Blatk Shrub Oek, and feveral Sorts of the
Vitis Idceu, or liuckle berries, the moft common may go by the narre

of Vitis kza

J

1. c c

„

communis

.'; nto in fajcu lis
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folijs fubrotunuis
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Timber and Plank, comes down the Oder to Statin, and
down the Viflula or Wefer to Dantzick ; this River of
Wejer is navigable a long way up into Germany and Poland, and is the chief Mart in Europe for importing of
Herrings and exporting of Grain.
The next Oak in Goodnefs if to be ufed in Ship
building or Conftrudion, is Swamp Oak Cocclkd •, fee the
Annotations.
The Black-Oak^ fome find that it may do for Timbers ;
not
long fince a Gentleman bv way of Experiment built
a Ship, Timber and Plank of Black Oak called the Black
Oak Galley.

Live Oak in the South Parts of North- America is ufed
for Conftruclion, it is a fhort ftubbed Tree, hard Wood.
Mahogony Wood of the IVeft Indies between the Tro
picus is ufed in Ship-building there ; it is durable, and in
itceiving Shot does not Splinter ; for Cabinet and Joiners
Work, it is excellent, much furpaffing the red Cedar of
Carolina and Bermudas, which has a difagreeable Perfume.
Cedar of Bermudas, lee Vol. I. P. 148. it is excellent for
Sloops, the Worm does not Seize it, it is light and of
quick growth, may be cut every twenty Years, Plank
thin and narrow ; crooked Tirrtber, Beams, and Mafts,
are
brought from the Continent, for their Sloops.
In Newfoundland they build Fifhing and Coafting Vef
fels of many forts of Wood.
From the Cupruffus of Carolina, they make Canoes and
Periaugues that may carry fifty Barrels ; it is of a good
Grain but foft. It is of the Cedar or Berry bearing Kind
of Pine, grows tall, affords good Boards and Shingles.
The American Pitch Pine.
This is the Mother
of the Naval Stores of Turpentine, Tar, Pitch, Rozin,
and Oil of Turpentine, and may be exprefTed by a fhort "f

Defcription.
\

The

name

Pinus
of

a

great ufe in Ho. any,
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being

Americana

expiring

a
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fhort
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cortice Scabro rimofo, folijs ternis ex eadem theca, co
mediocribus turbinatis duris quaft Sejfilibus vix deciduis.

patula,
rns

It grows on a dry Sandy Soil. The Leaves about three
Inches Jong with a Prominent Longitudinal Rib inftead
of a Sulcus -, T. I. R. H. Tab. 355. Fig A. well
reprefents its Amentaceons Flowers, and Fig. G. reprefents
In New England there is another diftincl:
its frefh Cones.
Pitch Pine, called yellow Pine, it is taller, Bark
not fo rough and dark, Wood with a yellow Caft, and
not fo knotty, does not yield Turpentine fo plentifully.
In the Carolinas, much Pitch Pine, harder than that of
New-England, fo as to fink in Water ; it is faw'd into
Boards for the Weft India Ifiands ; it is ufed for mafting,
being ftreighter than that of New England.
1. Turpentine of North-America, is a
liquid Rofin,
gathered by Boxing the Pitch Pine Trees in the lower
2. White Pine boxed affords a
Part of their Trunk.
than
that of the Pitch Pine, but not
brighter
Turpentine
in plenty, and therefore neglected or not followed. 3.
The Abies or Spruce gives a very liquid Turpentine by
Incifion of Bladders or Tubercules in the Bark, it is not
gathered in Quantities, therefore of no general Naval
Ufe. 4. From the White Cedar is gatherd from the
Bark in Lumps or Grains a folid dry Rofin, being con
creted Exudations, and by fome is called Olibanum or
Frankincenfe. 5. Pitch Pine Knots boil'd in Water,
gives a Top by way of Scum, a Semiliquid Rofin refem
bling Burgundy Pitch.
New- England Tnrpenline, is of a Honey Confidence,
that of the Carolinas is lefs liquid, refemblino- Tallow or
Slufh •, New England Turpentine, yeild about three GalJons Oil per Ct. wt. that of the Carolinas not exceeding
t ,vo Gallons,
Turpentine refiduum in Diftillation is about
called Rofin.
The Still not
12th?,
7
exceeding one half
full of Turpentine, left it fhould boil over. Our chymicaland Pharmocopcea Writers feem not to be practical
Diftillers ; guincey much confultcd by
Praftitioners,

young

advifes
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Turpentine, whereas the,
Turpentine the more tedious and
Phlegm
Difiillation.
In diftilling, if the Turpen
the
is
dangerous
tine boils up, a Sprinkling of Water makes it fparkle and
The
fly, but a large Quantity of Water foon quels it
Stills in Bofton, are fmall, three Barrels of Turpentine of
300 Wt. each may be wrought off in three Hours, the
principal Care in Diftilling, is in the beginning left the
Phlegm boiling over fhould blow up the Still •, as the
Phlegm goes off the Still fubfides, arid the Danger is
At firft comes over more Phlegm than Oil, the
over.
Proportion of Phlegm gradually diminifhes to theceafing
of the watery Ebulition, and for a fhort Time Oil only
paiTes, and more abundantly, but foon comes turbid, and
if the Fire is not removed the refiduum or Rofin is fpoilt ;
more

to

to

in the

—

after the Oil is drawn off and the Fire removed or extinguifhed for an Hour, the Rofin is to run off from theStill.
Varnifhis from one half Rofin and one half Oil of
Turpentine boiled up together, and is fold at the fame
Price with Oil of Turpentine.
Tar is from light Wood fo called, the Knots of fal
len Pitch Pine-, every 14 Years they reckon that the
Pine Lands afford a fufficient Crop for the Tar Kilns.
In Carolinas the People are not fo much indulged as for
merly in gathering of Touchwood at Random in the
proprietory Lands, and the Exports of Tar and Pitch
The
from the Carolinas is not fo much as formerly.
in
Kiln
for
Tar
in
Carolina
my Knowledge was
largeft
of 960 Barrels -, this is too great a Rifle, becaufe in blow
ing up, all is loft : Four Hundred Barrels is a good Kiln,
and the running of the firft 100 Barrels is not much in
ferior to that of Stockholm. Anno 1746, The Difference
in Price between Swedes and American Tar was 2 1 /
Swedes, and 16 f. New England pet* Barrel ; Swedes Tar
is cooler and better for Cordage •, by Act of Parliament
the firft half of the running of a Kiln is to be ufed

only

as
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Tar, the other half to be boiled into Pitch, Penalty
Forfeiture of the Kilns •, this Act is not put in Execution.
Green Tar which has an additional Premium, is made
from green Pitch Pine Trees ftript of the Bark eight
Feet or r hereabouts up from the Root of each Tree ;
a
Slip of the Bark of about four Inches in Breadth, hav
ing been left on one Side of each Tree, and fuch Trees
fhall ftand one Year at the leaft before cut down for
as

making of Tar. No Certificate Bill, fhall be made out
by any Officer of the Cuftoms for any Tar, &c. imported

any Bill made out by the Com
entitle the Importer of Tar to
Navy,
unlefs
the
Certificate of the Governor,
Premium;
any
Lieutenant Governor, Collector of the Cuftoms, and
Naval Officer, or any two of them, do exprefs that it
has appeared to them by the Oath of the Owner that
Tar that leaves a yellowifh Stain is
fuch Tar &c.
good,
a black Stain is of a bad burning
Quality.
Pitch is made by boiling 3 Barrels of Tar into two
Barrels, in South Carolina this is done in Coppers ; in
North-Carolina it is done in clay'd Qfterns by
fetting
At prefent fcarce any Tar is made in
Fire to the Tar.
New-England, and very little Turpentine is gathered—
A Barrel of Tar fhould gage 31 and half Gallons, a Bar
rel of Pitch fhould be 2 and half Ct. wt. Neat.
Tar
mould be free from Water and Drofs, Pitch free from
all Dirt and Drofs, Turpentine free from Water and
Chips, and Stones.
The Hornbeam Trees : or Carpinus Dod, and the
Button-tree (fo called from its Seeds
in Clufters

from the Plantations,

nor

miflioners of the

to

—

refembling Buttons,)

or

Platanus

growing
occidentalis, becaufe

of
their crofs or confufed Grain not liable to rive or
fplir
are ufed for Windlaces, Blocks, and
Turners-work.
This Section fwells too much, I fhall refer Lumber
and other Woods to trie Article of Natural
Hiftory in
the Appendix, and at prefent only mention the

Obfervations.

following
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Shingles are made by cutting, fplitting and fhaving
of certain Woods into the Form of a Slate or flat Tile
for covering the Roofs of Houfes ; in New-England they
are made of white Cedar, or Cedrus excelfior ligno exalbida
this Wood is eafily fplit
Hon olente in udis proveniens ;
and managed, but may be furrowed by the Rain, there
fore Shingles from white Pine are preferable ; thefe may
In Carolina Shingles are
continue good 20 to 30 Years.
made of Pitch Pine and Cyprus. In Jamaica they ufe
Bullet Wood, which may laft 100 Years.
Clapboards for facing of Houfes, and Laths for Flatter
ing are made of the fame Woods.
Red Cedar -, or Cedrus folio Cupreffi atro, medio ligno
tubro duro ; this is of excellent Ufe for Pofts fixed in the
Earth, it will hold good for a Century.
The common Cheftnut of North- America, or Caflanea
ampliffitno folio, frutlu moliter echinato. T. I. R. H.
the Fruit is fmaller, and capfula not fo much ecbihated as in
Europe. It rives well, and is moft durable in Rails in
fencing of Lands.
In North America are many f Varieties of Walnuts.
The Hunters of the Woods fay that there are almoft as
great a Variety of Walnuts as of Apples j their general
Diftinction is into Black and White, from the Colour of
the Wood.
*■•

■■■

■

1

.

---■

1

...

>

+ Hickery or white Walnut. This is the moft common Walnut of
Ne<w England, a midling Tree, the central luminie or annuli with Age,
become dark like black Walnut ; the Nuts are fmall oval and fmooth,
too hard to be crackt by the Teeth.
This is our beft Fire Wood.
2. Nux
Juglans Virgimana nigra. H. L. B. Black Walnut ; the
Wood is of a dark brown, is much ufed in Joiners and Cabinet Work.
3. Nux Juglans fruclu tenero, fragili putamine C. B. P. Shagbark of New- England. It is not {o common as the Hickery, and of a
fmaller Habit, the Bark exfoliates in Coats (as the Birch and Button
Tree) the Nut is eafily broke by the Teeth.
4. Nux Juglans Porcorum, the Pig Nut, a middling fpreading Tree,
exfoliating Bark ; the putemen or Shell of the Fruit, is not fo brittle as
the Shag-bark, nor fo hard as the Hickery, ihe nucklens, is confiderable
and of a pleafant Tafle.
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Vitis or Grape Vines in New-England, Natives, are five
*
that are in my Knowledge.
or fix diftinct Sorts
Cerafus, or Cherries, Natives of New England, in my
Knowledge are four or five diftinct y Kinds.

Our

■
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■

*
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Vitis Americana Syl-veftis,

«---■

.-

—

Syly, ft/is magm'tud/)u

Uvisnigris,
folijs magnis, Vulpina diJla Virginiana. Pluk. The Fox Grape or wild
It is the moft common of all our Grapes,
Vine with black Grapes.
grows generally near Ponds, not exceeding 4 to 7 in a racemus, ripen
into Grape?, not much fucculcnt, and of a difagreeable Tobacco Tafle.
2. Do. Uvis albidis,
Vulpina Virginiana alba. Pluk. White Fox
Grapes differs from the former only in Colour, and iefs frequent.
Five Leafed
3. Vitis quinqutfolia Canadenfis Scandtns. T. I. R. H.
Ivy of Virginia, or Virginia Creeper, ft creeps and climes to a great
Extent, Leaves of a bright green Colour, makes agreeab'e Arbours,
very plenty in the Woods : the Racemi or Cluflers are laxe, the Grape or
Fruit is in Form and Bignefs of the Uvte Corinthiaca: or Currants ufed
in Pudd'n^s.
4 Viiis fylveflris Americana, Platani folio, uva racemola, acinis roI.

parvis acidulis, nigra cteruleis. The fmall American Grape Vine
large Leaves and fmall black Grapes, in laxe Cluflers.
5. Vitis Americana Sylveflris, Platani folio, uva ractmofa, acinii
rotundis parvis rubris ; differs from the former only in the deep red
tundis

with

Colour of its

Grape.
|| I. Cerafus Sylveflris
Cherry. It is frequent in
racemofee

;

or common

rubro
the

fruBu Americana.

Woods,
Arborefcent frutix, in

is an
red Cherry.

Common wild

and flowers more early than the
tafle flatter than Carafa fativa,

'

Cerafus fylveftris Americana ractmofa pracocior frnclu majori
vigro. The greater wild Clufler Cherry or Birds Cherry. A midling
Tree, the rac v:u: of the Flowers and Fruit is from the Extremities of
the Branches, not from the >,inus of the Leaves as the Padus. I. B.
The Che-ry is larger than the following, black fucculent and fweet ;
2

.

its Wood is ufed in Joiners and Cabinet Work.
3. Qrafus Americana Sylv/ftis ractmofa, fruSlu minore nigra dulci.
The common Bird Cherry of Nevu-England, a midling Tree, Flowers
and Fruit in racimi, like the Ribefia, and fomewhat larger ; in Ne<w-

England it is ufed in Place of the officinal or Cerafus Sylveflris frufiu
nigro. I B. the fmall Birds afFecT. it much.
4. Cerafus Americana Sylveflris humilis frufiu nigricante non eduli.

The American Dwarf crabbed Birds Cherry, does not exceed the Height
of 7 or 8 Feet, it is not a Padus, becaufe the racemi Are not from the
£inus of the Leaves, but from the Extremities of the Branches or
this

Cherry

choaky

is fmaller than

the

former, dark red,

Twigs;

and of

an

acerb

Tafle.
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Our Apple-Trees are all from Europe -, ten to twelve
Bufhels of Apples are required to make one Barrel of Cy
der, one Barrel Cyder gives not exceeding four Gallons
of proof Spirit : beginning of October is the height of

Cyder making.
Saffaphras ex Florida ficulneo folio. C. B. P. is plenty
in New-England, and not fo ftrong a Perfume as further
South : it is an Ingredient in the Decoction of the Woods
fo called, and ufed in Venereal and other Pforick Diforders.
I omitted in the proper Place to infert, That the
right merchantable Hoops, are from the Saplins of White
Oak and of Hickoree, White Oak is the beft. Sraves
for tight Cafk are from the White Oak, Red Oak Staves
are ufed for MolafTes and dry Cafk : one thoufand Staves
make from 30 to 35 Hogfheads of -too Gallons each.
Some

Mifcellany Obfer vat ions relating

to

this Digression-.'

In New- England Ship building, a VefTel fitted to Sea,
two Thirds of the Coft is a Profit to the Country, the
other Third is Iron, Cordage, Sail- Cloth, and fmall Stores
from Great-Britain.
Timber if of too old Growth, is dotted : if too young,
it's fappy : neither of them fit for Conftruciion.
There are feveral good Acts of the Britifh Parliament
and of the Legiflatures of the feveral Colonies concerning
the Seafonsand Times of falling of Timber ; as alfo conI have not Room to mention the great Varieties of wi.d Rofss,
Goofe- berries, Cuirants, Brambles, Rafp berries, &c.
All the Apple Trees in Neiu En%l,>.J are Extticks ; as I formerly

hinted, La

Hontan

perhaps is miftaken in faying, that he did i ;e
Fruit Treee Natives upon the Rwe; l.m.i'■•, probably
they are the Relicks of a former Fr-ncb Settlement there.
•thuya Thtopbrafti. C. B. P Atbor Vi:<s. Cius. Tree of Life of
Nenv England, is by Miftake called Savine. Sabine; is not well d.*fcribed by Botanifts, fome with Bcerbcave fay, it is baccife> jus, fome
with Ray call it Conifer : the Ambiguity may
from i«
feveral

European

feldoii* and

not

till vsry old.

proceed

bearing

cerning
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Seafons of killing thefe Beafls that af
Hides ; but little attended to, and
and
Fur, Skins,
in
never
Execution.
perhaps
put
new
a
Clearing
Country of Wood, does not render the
"Winters more moderate but conduces to its being more
healthful : the Damp of Wood Lands produces intermit-

cerning the proper
ford

tin?, Pleuritick,

Peripneumonick, Dyfenterick,

and Putria)

Fevers.
Where Trees and other Growth are large it is a fign
good Land. Cheftnut, Walnut, and Beach Trees are
fymptoms of good L^and. Alder is good Meadow Ground.
We have in the Woods Variety of beautiful flowering
Shrubs ; but few of them flower in Winter, the moft 'va
luable Qualification for a flowering Shrub.
For peculiar Things of this kind, if we confult the moft
celebrated Dictionaries, we are led aftray, for inftance,
"
A Sort of grofs fatty Liquor
Bailey defcribes Tar,
iffuTrunks
the
old
Pine Trees"
ing from
of
In midling Climates Timber or Wood is generally
fpungy or light by alternate Relaxtions and Bracings from
heats and colds, confequently of no good Ufe or Duration ;
thus it is from New-England to Carolina : further North
the Timber is folid and heavy, fit for permanent Con
struction, v. g. in New- England, Nova Scotia and Canada;
ftill further North the Timber is too fmall Shrubby and
rarrly ; in the hot Countries are many Species of hard
Wood of flow growth, good for Wainfcotting and other

of

Work ; Summary does not allow me to enume
them.
Summer built VefTels are of better Ufe than thofe* of
any other Seafon
The Fire Wood near Bofton is much exhaufted, we are
under a neceflity of fetching it from the Province of Main,
and Territory of Sagadahock. A Wood Sloop with three
Hands makes about 15 Voyages per Ann. from the
Eaft ward to Bofton, may carry about 30 Cord Fire. Wood
A Cord of Wood is 8 Feet
each Voyage.
length wife,

Joiners
rate

per 4 Feet

height,

of 4 Feet Sticks

or

Logs..

A Kiln

for

Of
for Charcoal

Iron,

is

to

generally
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Furnaces, Bloomeries and Refineries of
of 20 Cord Wood, and generally
may

10 Cart- Load of Charcoal at 1 00 Bufhels
per Load.
At fmelting Furnaces they obferve that young black
Oak makes the beft Coal. One Acre of Wood Land at a
medium yeilds about 40 Cord Wood ; one Cord of
Wood yeilds 40 to 50 Bufhels Charcoal.
Our Seafons are uncertain ; in open Winters the Sap
rifes too foon, and a fubfequent hard Froft makes the
Bark fplit and peal off ; thus at Times our Fruit Trees

yeild

particularly

fuffer.

Timber under 12 Inches is called Ranging Timber,
above 12 Inches it is called Tun Timber, Standards and
Knees are called Compas Timber, the Compas Timber to
the Northward is beft.
Our Trees, efpeciaily the Oaks, while growing, are
much fubject to the f Teredo or Worm, therefore in all
new built
Ships thefe Wormholes in the Plank muft be

carefully fpiked.
The Ships built

in Bofton exceed all of other building
the
Yards,
many Merchants and Shjp-Mafters, good
Connoifeurs, tranfiently infpectthem, and every bad Piece
of Timber or length of Plank is cenfured. In Newbury
where they are not much infpected, the Builders act at
Pleafure, and as the Contracts are generally to be paid
in Goods, they build accordingly ; thus a noted Builder
T. W. jocofely faid, that he had built for
a Collicoe Ship. The other Country building Places are (till
■f- There are Varieties of Teredines or Wood eating Infedls ; I fhall
1. An Afcarides or
upon this occafion only mention two.
Magget like
leredo, which preys upon the Wooden Wharfs in Bofton and elfewhere.
2. The
Xylophagus marinus major navibus infeftus, it is pernicious to

Ships in
damage

Countries, efpeciaily in their firft Voyages

;
lately it did
of the Colony of Rbode-lfland ; this
is not the fame with the Infect which makes the Worm Holes in our
Timber Trees while a growing : neither is that which a few Years
fince, 1 73°, and increafed for 8 or 9 Years, feized the Piles or Paalen
of the Dykis in Holland, threatning an Inundation, but were deftroyed

by

a

hot

in the Harbourof

Netvport

hard frofty Winter.

\vorfe9
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worfe, particularly North River, where inftead of what is
reckoned Ship-Timber, they ufe Foreftwood of any Sort •,
thefe Veffels with repairs laft only two or three Voyages,
and are defigned as a Bite upon Ship Buyers at Home.
Timber ufed Green or with the Sap up, is like feenum
madide repofitum, it foon tends to Putrefaction : this Sap
may be extracted by macerating or foakingin Salt Water,
In Ship Building, they ought to ufe only White Oak for
Timber, Plank and Trunnels ; and thefe as much as may
be without Sap, 4. Rot, or Worm Holes.
|| Oak if long feafoned or dry'd, becomes vapid or
dry rotted, and does not laft ; We have lately had a no
torious Inftance of this : Cord-Fire Wood to the N. E.
of Bofton cut before our late War with the French and
their Indians, during the War of a few Years, could not
be carried off •, upon a Peace it was fhipt to Bofton, it
4

The Annuli

or

annuoltx Increments of Trees

begin from

the Center

of their tranfverfe Sections or Heart of the Tree ; and in the decline
(Trees like Animals, for many Years according to the nature and Con
duction of Individuals of their feveral Species increafe, then for fome
Years are at a State or Stand, and afterwards are upon the decline ;
thus our Firft or ancient Growth of Timber is not good, our Second
Growth perhaps may equal that of Great- Britain) the Dottednefs, Ceriofity, or tabes begins naturally, progreffive from the Center ;
this is moft remarkable in the fpungy Timber of Red Oak.
One may
blow Spittle through a Stave of 4 Feet length; Itiannuli, ox circular La.mimc, in the tranfverfe Sections are noted, and after furveying, if Red
Oak, and fome other Trees, are ufed for Monument Trees, by the
Number of the furcrefant Laminee we compute the Number of
Years from the Survey ; therefore it is better to mark Monument
Trees upon the Bark, which does not alter, than upon the Wood fubftance where the Marks are yearly inveloped.
|| A Wood Fire is more pleafant to the Sight and Smell than that
of Pit coal, but its warming Influences is not fo diffufive ; it fearchcs
more, but is not fo fteady and lading, its Smoke and Vapour is more
offenfive to the Eyes, it difcolours and dry rots Paper Prints more than
We have lately in Charleftoiun adjoining to Bofton made
Pit coal.
an EfTay, for difcovering of Pit coal ? if it fucceeds, by Aft of Affem
bly Wood ought to be prohibited for Ufe in firing in and near Bofton ;
otherways than in Charcoal for the Ufe of Furnace of Bloomeries and
Refineries.

burnt

Of

New-Hampshiri.

71

burnt like Stubble, of no Duration, leaving no Coal,
and the Afhes not profitable to the Soap-boiler.
*
Oak Timber from thick Wood Lands is not good.
Next to the Oare ; in all Iron Works, Wood or Char
coal is the moft effential : here we may obferve, that Iron
Works require only 3 Men who may be called Artificers,
viz. a Forgeman, a Carpenter, and Collier ; the others
are only common Labourers.
When the Sun does not mine, Les hommes des bois,
Swampeers or Wildernefs Men, diftinguifh the Courfes
or Corners of Winds by. 1. Moffes growing moft plenti
fully on the North Side of old dotted Trees; 2. Pines
branching moft Southward. 3. Trees reclining generally
Eaftward, theirs from the prevailing of the Wefterly
Winds, Sir John Nerborough obferved the fame in South
This Obfervation holds good all over America.
America.
The
4.
Rings in the tranfverfe Section of Trees, which
are moft compact Northward.
There is no Author who has wrote tolerably well con
cerning the Natural Hiftory of New- England, -f
When Sweden began to impofe upon Great- Britain in
the Exportation of their Naval Stores, an Act of Parlia*
Oak Timber called Day Oak, from Places well cleared, is better
than that from Wood Lands where there is not the Benefit of the Sun
and fre Air ; our fecond Growth of Timber or paflure Oak is almoll
equal in Quality to that of Great Britain,
In all Oak Timber there is an acid Juice which corrodes Iron
(therefore the French Spiking does not anfvver fo well as our Trunneling of Ship Plank) and the Timber itfelf ; therefore it ought to be
feafoned either by drying, or by (this is better) foaking in Salt- Water
to extract this acid Juice.
Red Oak, the moft fpungy, abounds moft
with this corrofive Acid.
T 7°.ffehn frequently quoted, arrived in Bofton 166 3, and refidcd in
New England many Years, publifhed a fmall Book called eight Years
Obfervations, printed in London, 1672, as a Natural Hiftory of the
Country ; it abounds with grofs Miftakes, v. g.
fomeFrogs vvhembey
"
fit upon their breech are a Foot high, and fome as long as a Child
"
one Year old.
Barley frequently degenerates into Oats," here he
was impofed upon, by fome Oat and Barley Seed
intermixed as fre
quency happens : "in New England, no Wocdcocks, noQuaili" N.B.
"

they

arc

very

plenty.
ment
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ment was made
allowing certain Premiums upon the im
portation of certain Naval Stores from Englifh America. 4,
In Rope- making by the Addition of Tar, the Cordage
acquires one fifth more in Weight, the Rope-makers great
Gains
A Rope- walk for Merchants Ufe need not ex
—

ceed

200

Fathom

twifted makes
r

120

:
becaufe 200 Fathom yarn when
Fathom Cable.

a Section, I fometimes infert
which fhould have been inferted in their proper

In the Mifcellany Article of

things

Places but were forgot.
Here fhould have been inferted fome fhort Account of
Dr. Barkley's Tar- Water ufed as a Medicine ; but as moft
Readers are not in the Tafte of Natural Hiftory, I have
already exceeded too much in that refpedt ; and here fhall
Only obferve, that his Directions for making of it are. A
Gallon of cold Water to a Quart of Tar workt thoroughly
together with a flat ftick for five or fix Minutes, after
three Days the Tar being thoroughly fubfided, decant the
above, and Bottle it for Ufe ; at a Medium one Pint
drank per diem at Intervals upon an empty Stomach : It
may be made weaker by a lefs Proportion of Tar or lefs
ftirring according to the Conftitution and Stomach of the
Patient. As Dr. Barkley favoured Bofton with fome Ser
to the
mons agreeable
People in New-England, his
verbo
ex
Medicine
facerdotis is much ufed there, and
the
had
have
I
Opportunity of obferving the effects
In
Ladies
of a foft fine fair
1.
thereof.'
Complexion a
*^———»»^^— 1

—■

I

■■■■■II

M^—■—*.!■

4. The Premiums at prefent
Ton of 40 Feet girt Meafure
Merchantable Tar.
Green Tar
Pitch

Turpentine

-

■■

■■

I

■■— ■■

._

_t

are,for Mafts, Yards,

and
.

u

-,-m

Bowfprits, pe*
£. 1
'

8

■

Barrels.
dit.
dit.
dit.

2

4

4
1

.

—

.

i

i0

There muft be a Plantation Certificate that they are of the Growth or
Produce of our Colonies : upon landing the Preemption to be offered
if 20
to the Commiflioners of the Navy :
Days after landing the
Commiflioners do not contract for the fame, the Owners may difpofe
•f them at Pleafure, and receive the Premium.

long
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long Ufe of

it gives their Countenance, a fallow, that is a
yellow greenifh Caft. 2. As Tar is a Creature of the Fire,
and therefore Cauftick, I obferve, it has a bad Effect in
all Heckticks and Haemorrhages, and inflammatory Cafes.
3. In vapid Diforders of the nervous Syftem it is of good

ufed too long ; if ufed too long, its Effects
violent or deftructive to the Conftitution, than
the habitual drinking of Rum or Brandy. N. B. of all
thefe I can produce fpecial Vouchers.
4. This is no quack Medicine, becaufe it is no Noftrum, and publifhed by a benevolent Clergyman without
any Defign of lucrative Profit •, his Friend in publiming a confiderably large Book of many Hundreds of Cafes
exactly in the Form and Univerfality of quack Recom
mendations is a Difparagement.

Ufe, if not
are

more

The

Prerogatives of Provincial

Members

Governors

multiplying

Reprefentatives from new Places to the Ge
neral Affembly ad libitum, is a Matter of
great Confefequence to our Colonies : as this has been lately affumed
in the fmall Government of New-Hampfhire, I cannot clofe
this Section, without taking fome further Notice of the
or

fame.

There is a Law of this Province called the Triennial
which the Qualification of Members, and of thofe
who may elect them isftated^ the Method of
calling and
governing the Meetings Of the Electors is regulated, and
the longeft Term an Affembly may fubfift limited.
June
4, 1748, the Affembly became diffolved in Courfe by
Virtue of this Law *, from which Time to the
3d of Ja
nuary following there was no Affembly in Being ; in
this Interval the Governor received the
Inftruction,
Vol. II. p. 35. And befides the Places mentioned in laid
Inftruction, the Freeholders of Pelham and Methuen afe
ordered to unite and chufe one
Reprefentative for both
Places at a joint Meeting held at PelharH : this was a novel
Thing, to affemble the Electors of two or five" Towns
in one Body : in Scotland, where by the Act of the Union
L
You IL
Parliament

Atl, by
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Parliament ( not by Prerogative, ) 4 or 5 Towns were
-claffed to fend one Member or Reprefentative, each Town
Voted feparately for a Reprefentative, and thofe Reprefen
tatives by Vote fent one of their own Number as a Mem
ber of Parliament ; but in a different Manner the Free
holders of the Towns of Dunftable, Merrimack, Holies,
Monfon, and Nottingham Weft, are ordered to unite in
one
Meeting to be held at Dunftable and chufe one Mem
ber for the whole as a confolidated Body ; this was done,
but no Return made, as I am informed.
After the late running of the Line with MaffachufettsBay Government, feveral Parts of Townfhips and other
Settlements formerly in Maffachufetts- Bay fell within this
Province •, as the Affembly were defirous that the Polls
and Eftates of thefe Annexations fhould contribute to the
Charge of Government ; by a temporary Act, they in
corporated them by the Name of Diftricls with the fame
Appellations, as before, and the Fragments from the
Maffachufetts Townfhips, viz. of Almfbury and Salifbury
were made one Diftrict : from Methuen and Dracut one
Diftrict, Haverhill one Diftrict, &c : this Act was fre
quently renewed for fhort Periods, only that they might
contribute towards the Charge of Government •, but after
repeated Application of the Inhabitants, they had the
Privilege of Townfhips added, but ftill temporary ; fome
of thefe Diftricts were made Townfhips by Charter, thus
Dracut was made a Town by the Name of Pelham :
about feven Months after calling the Affembly the laft
Diftrict Act expired ; notwithftanding their legal Exiftence
expiring, Methuen, v. g. had aReprefentaxive in the

Affembly.
By

the Triennial

Act, the Select-men of each Place

fending Reprefentatives,

are to call the
qualified Voters
within their Precincts to meet and proceed to a Choice ;
but there was no legal Authority for the Select- men of one
Town or Diftrict to call a joint Meeting of the Electors
of two or five Places^ and therefore was in
a

Propriety

tumultuous

Of
tumultuous

Affembly

New- Hampshire.
:

thus

were

two

75
of the excluded

Members chofen.
The Governor was from Home required to commu
nicate the Lords Juftices additional Inftruction of June
of the General Affembly con
30. 1 748, to the Members
he never did in Form, they
which
Affair
;
cerning this
of
it by the Courtefy of a pri
a
only obtain'd Tranfcript
and
the Governor's Friends
a
Favour
as
vate Hand
;
infifted that they fhould firft admit thefe difputed Mem
bers, and afterwards enter upon the Merits of the Cafe.
I have no Concern in the Affair, and endeavour only im
partially to reprefent Facts.

N. B. By the Royal Charter to the Colony of Rhode*
Ifland, their Affembly is to determine what Towns have
Power to fend Reprefentatives to the Affembly.
As this is

petty inconfiderable Province

or Govern
in
and
factious
their
CEconomy, and
irregular
that
be
no
Precedents
of
may
affording
exemplary Ufe to
the other Colonies ; I omit f to eafe the Summary) many
Articles, which in the other Colonies are deduced at length,
as of good Ufe and Information.
Perhaps if this Go
vernment were annihilated, and annexed to the neigh
bouring Province-, it might be of Benefit, for their Pro
tection in Cafes of War with the neighbouring French and
Indians or Infurrections, and for good Order, and to eafc
a

ment, very

their

Charges

of Government.

mam
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m
s
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SECTION

Concerning

the

X.

Colony of

Rliode-Illand.

I

Shall

repeat what I have

not

already mentioned \t\

general, concerning the earlieft European Difcoveries
and Settlements in America. *
This Colony was not originally or
immediately from
England, it proceded from the neighbouring Colony of
Maffachufetts-Bay -, and was at firft made up of the Emi
grants and t Banifhed from thence, becaufe of diffenting
from their generally received Way of religious Worfhip 3
thefe Emigrants were Puritans of Puritans, and by De
grees refined fo much that all their Religion was almoft
vanifhed, afterwards it became a Receptacle of any People
without Regard to Religion or fociai Worfhip : and their
Modes of Civil Government were very variable and
defective.
*

See Vol. I. P. 63, &c. For the firft Britijb Difcoveries and
Settlements there. 6ee P. 109, &c. and P. 203, Sec. the firft
fettling
Of AW- England. P. 364, &C
Thefe
Banifhments
were
under
Pretence of preferving the pub
•jlick Peace, and preventing of Seflary Infedlion ; and as is natural tor
all Zealots and Bigots, they fell into the fame Error of
Rigidity, which
they complained of upon their Emigration from the Church of England.
iftt a general Synod in Newtown near Bofton, which was called Auguft
|0, 1637, eighty erroneous Opinions were prefented, debated, and
Condemned j and by the General Affembly or Legiflature of the Co-

|fr»y, Oilehr

2

follewing,

feme Perfons

were

Banifhid.

T^ere

Of Rhode-Island."
There

were fome
Settlements,

jj

Incidents, which Favoured the firft

A few Years before the
Englifh
there
came to New-Plymouth,
prevailed fome malignant
contagious very mortal Diftempers amongft the Indians
from Penobfcot to Narraganfet, which made Room for a
2. Several of the
fafe Settlement.
neighbouring Indian
were
Nations
inftigated to deftroy one another ; thus the
Narraganfets aflifted the Englifh to deftroy the Peauods
1637 •, Myantomy the great Sachem of the Narraganfets
was made Prifoner by Uncas the Sachem of the
Mohegins^
and was put to Death 1643.
In the Britifh Acts of Parliament, this Colony is named
Rhode-Ifland, Providence Plantations, and the Narraganfet
Country or King's Province : originally thefe were diftinct
Affociations or Plantations, but fince have been united,
and by Charter incorporated into one Colony or
Jurif
diction. I fhall briefly mention the Origin of thefe fe
veral diftinct Settlements.
Mr. Roger Williams came over from
England to Salem
he
fucceeded
Mr.
Shelton
Minifter
of Salem 1634,
1630,
and becaufe of his Antinomian,
Familiftical, Brownift, and
other fanatical Doctrines, though in other refpects a good
Man, 1635 he was excommunicated and banifhed from
Maffachufetts Colony by their Affembly or Legiflature as
a Difturber of the Peace
of the Church and Common- wealthy
and removed to Seaconck, now called Rehoboth, and
pro
cured a Grant of Lands from Maffafoit Sachem of the
Pakanokat Indians ; the Magiftrates of the
Colony of
Plymouth, Seaconck being within their Jurifdiction, obli
ged him to remove ; in the Spring following, with fome
of his Friends and Adherents he fettled on the other
Side of Patuket the Boundary River at Moofachick,
by
Mr. Williams called Providence, and the
Narraganfet
Sachem, made them feveral Grants of Lands •, one of the
Grants is dated Nantiganfick the 24th of the firft Month
commonly called March, the fecond Year of our Planta
tion or planting at Moofachick or Providence •, Mr. Wil
liams lived in Providence 40 Years •, 1640 the 27th Day
of

finglifh

i.
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of the 5th Month about 40 Perfons -J- voluntarily formed
a fort of Civil Government.
When for the Eafe of the
Inhabitants, the Colony formerly all in one County as is

the fmall Province of New-Hampfhire, was di
vided into 3 County's, the Townfhip or Plantation of
Providence was divided in 4 Townfhips, Providence^
Smithfteld, Scituate, and Glocefter ; Providence fends 4 Re
prefentatives to the General Affembly, the others fend
2 each.
Duke of Hamilton's Grant from the Council or Com
pany of Plymouth in April 1635, was from Providence 01
Narraganfet- Bay Eaft, to Connetlicut River Weft, South
erly upon the Sea, and Northerly up inland 60 Miles,
or fo far North as to reach the Maffachufetts South Line ;
this takes in all the Colony of Rhode Ifland, and the
Eaftern Parts of the Colony of Connetlicut -, the Duke
of Hamilton had a further Grant of 10,000 Acres Eaft of
Sagadahoc adjoining to Lord Wares Grant ; that Family
have at fundry Times effay'd to revive their Claim, but
as they never fulfilled the Conditions of the Grant or Set
tling, they never profecuted the Affair to Effect. There
were feveral other vague Grants, but as they are now obfolete, and Claims not likely to be revived, we fhall not
mention them.
In the Year 1 63 7, The Synod at Newtown in Maf
fachufetts-Bay having condemned the Opinions of many
Sectaries, and by the fubfequent General Court or Affem
bly Perfons being ill ufed, thefe Perfons with their Friends
at

prefent

4- To perpetuate the Memory of the firft confiderable Settlers and
of their Families, I fhall in the Hiftory of our feveral Colonies mention
fome Names. The firft 1 2 Perfons who with Mr. Williams were
concerned as Proprietors of the Providence Lands ; William Arnold,
John Greene, John Throgviorton, Thomas James, William Harris, Tho
mas Olnay, Richard Waterman, Francis
Wefton, Ezekiel Hot'ii man, Robert
Cole, Stukely Weft- coat, and William Carpenter ; afterwards were aflbciated Chad. Browne, William Fairfield, J. Warner, E. Angel, J.

Windfor, R. Scot, Wm. Reinolds, Wm. Wickenden, Gregory Dexter, &C.
length they amounted to the Number of 100 Proprietors of Providtnce, being.the value of 20 Miles Square.

at
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went to Aquatneck, now the Ifland of RhodeMarch 24, 1637,8, purchafed the
Deed
and
Ifland,
by
Ifland from the Indians ; 18 Perfons |jv without a Patent
did voluntarily incorporate or affociate themfelves ; the
Eafterly end of the Ifland with Seaconet was called Pocajfet ; this Settlement increafed faft and was called Ifle of
Rhodes or Rhode- Ifland, 1644 ll wa3 divided into two
Townfhips, Newport its Eafterly Part, and Portfmouth its
Wefterly Part •, lately Newport isfubdivided into New
port and Middletown. In the beginning the CEconomy
or Government was variable, 1640 they agreed that the
Government fhould be in a Governor, Deputy Governor
and four Afliftants, * they held their Offices until the
Patent of Incorporation.
1642,3, Jan. 12. Showamet was purchafed of the In
dians by eleven Affociates -f" and called Warwick in ho
nour to the Family of the Earl of Warwick, who had a
Grant (but never profecuted) of a large Tract of Land
in thefe Parts ; they were by Directions from this Minifter incorporated in the Province of Providence Planta-

and Adherents

U Thefe 18 Perfons were William Coddivgton, Jchn Clarh, William
Hutchinfon, John Coggejhal, William Apinnual, Samuel Welborn, Jobs
Porter, John Seaford, Ediuard Hutchinfon, jun. Thomas Savage, Wil
liam Dyree, William Fret horn, Philip Sherman, John Walker, Richard
Carder, William Raulifton, Edward Hutchinfon, Sen. Henry Bui:.
N. B. Some Families returned to the Maffachufetts Bay Colony, the
Hutchinfons, Dummers, Savages,
*

&c.

Coddington Governor, W. Bremen Deputy Governor*
N. Eafton, J. Ccggi/bal, W. Hutchinfon and S. Pirtcr.
■f- Rindal Holdtn, John Wickcs, Samuel Gortcn, John Green?, Frenrs
Wefton, Richard Waterman, John Warner, Richard Cordcr, Samion
William

Shelton, Rob.ert Patten, and William* Woodeal. N. B. Gorton

was

a

Preacher orExorter, of many wild peculiar Opinions in Religion, different
from thofe of the other Nc-iv- England Sectaries, and ufed a myllerious
Dialed ; his Followers were called Gortonians ; he came to Rbo~Ifland 1638, was Banifhed from thence 1640 ; he was of a good Fa
he difowned the Puritans and oppofed the l^uuk.-'! ;
Patuxet, and kept a peculiar religious Society for upwards
of fixty Years, and liv'd to a great Age ; but as this Seel is utterly

mily in England,

he fettled

at

extinct,

we

fhall

cerning

the

Britijb

not

revive the

Memory of

it in the

Digreffion

con

Plantation Seclarieff.

tiens.
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About this Time fome People began a Settlement
Patuxet River, 4- whereof at prefent Part is in the
Townfhip of Providence, and Part in the Townfhip of
Warwick. Warwick is lately fubdivided into the Town
fhips of Warwick, four Reprefentatives, and Coventry two
at

Reprefentatives.
1643, Mr. R. Williams went to England as Agent,
and by the Afliftance of Sir Henry Vane, obtained from
the Earl of Warwick Governor and Admiral of all the
Englifh Plantations for the Parliament, a fort of Charter
of Incorporation of the feveral Settlements by the Name
of " the Incorporation of the Providence Plantations in
"
the Narraganfet- Bay in New-England -, may fettle them"
felves into any Form of Government the
Majority of
"
the Freeman fhould agree upon, fuitable to their Eftate
"
and Condition, and make fuitable Lawsj
agreeable to
"
the Laws of England, fo far as the Nature and Confti"
tution of the Place will admit, &c." dated
1643,4.
March 17. Their firft General Affembly was not called
until May 19. 1647 ; this Affembly eftablifhed a
Body
of very good and wholfom Laws, and erected a Form of
Government for the Adminiftration of thefe Laws, and
for making further Laws that rttay be found
requifite.
Their Legiflature, called a Court of
Commiflioners, confifted of fix Members from each of the four Towns of
Providence, Newport, Portfmouth and Warwick -, but the
fupreme Power to be in a regular Vote of all the || Free
holders of the Colony or Incorporation, the Freemen's
Vote fuperfeded or repealed the Acts of the Court of Com
miflioners and made them void
A Prefident and four
Afliftants yearly chofen were Judges of the Court of
Tryals, aflifted by the two Wardens or Juftices of the
—

4. Meadows

River, has

in our northern
Plantations, always
inducement to begin a Settlement ; as
being
furnifhed
with
Food
for their Cattle in Winter.
immediately
I] At prefent there remains in our Plantations, Only twb Populace or
Popular Colonies where the fupreme Power or dernier Refort is lodged
in .he Commmunity, viz, Conntfthttt an'd
Rhode-Ifiand.
upon

a

and every where been

an

ftfrriculaf
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in which this Court fat from Time to
Town chofe a Council of fix Perfons to
manage the prudential Town Affairs, and had the Tryal
of fmall Cafes, with the Wardens or Juftices of theTown,
but with an Appeal to the Court of Prefident and AffoThere was a fhort Interruption of this Form of
ciates.
Government, Otlober 2, 1652, by Order of the Council
of State from England •, but foon refumed, and continued
until the prefent Charter took Place.

particular Town,
Time.

Every

The prefent Charter is dated July 8, 1662, 15
Regn.
Carol. II. in which it is enumerated, that they were People
who left their Settlements in the other Colonies, becaufe
obliged thereto by their different Sentiments in Religion j
and did by good Providence tranfplant themfelves into
the midft of Indian Natives, and made Land Purchafes of
thofe Natives, fit for building of Veffels, making of Pipe
Staves and other Lumber : that their Defign was to live
quietly with Liberty of Confcience together, and to con
vert the Indians.
They are by Charter made a Body
Politick or Corporate by the Name of the Governor and
Company of Freemen of the Englifh Colony of RhodeIfland and Providence Plantations in Narraganfet Bay in

New-England.
Grants Liberty

of Confcience in

make

Seal,

Religion *, a Power to
Affembly annually, firft
Wednefday of May, and laft Wednefday of Otlober, or
oftener : compofed of the Governor f, Deputy Governor,
ioAfliftants; and Reprefentatives of Towns, whereof
Newport not exceeding 6, Providence 4, Portsmouth 4,
a common

to

call

an

2 for each other Place or Town
to be
the
of
in
Freemen
each
The
Town.
by
Majority
of
the
whereof
the
Governor
or
De
Majority
Affembly,
Governor
and
Six
be
to
of
the
Afliftants
at
leaft
puty

Warwick 4, and
elected

*

Without excepting Roman Catholicks or
any others.
In the Charter, for the firft Year, the
King nominated Benedict
Amold,E(q; for Governor, William Brenton Deputy Governor.

f
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feven •, 4- to have Power to appoint the Time and Place
of their Meetings, to make any Man free of the Company,
re
to nominate
proper Officers, to make Laws, &c. not
of
of
Courts
to
to
thofe
Judi
pugnant
England,
appoint
cature with their proper Officers, to determine what
Towns have Power to fend Reprefentatives to the Af
fembly, to pardon Criminals, to make Purchafes of the
native Indians ; when the Affembly does not fit, the
Governor with the major Part of the Afliftants to have
The Governor, Six of the
the Direction of the Militia.
of
the
and
Part
Afliftants,
major
Reprefentatives of the
Freemen in Affembly, have Power of making War againft
the Indians or any of the King's Enemies, but not to in
vade the Indians of any neighbouring Colony without
the Confent of the Government of that Colony : al
lowed the Liberty of fifhing and of curing Fifh on any of
the Coafts of New- England : Perfons born there, to be
Denizons of England ; all Perfons and manner of Goods
may be tranfported thither from England : any difference
arifing with the neighbouring Colonies, to appeal to the
King in Council : to have a free Trade with all the other'
Englifh Colonies. The Bounds of the Colony to be
"Wefterly, the middle Channel of the middle great Stream
of Pokatuke, alias Narraganfet great River, fo far as it lies
up the Country, and thence by a Line due North to the
Southerly Line of the Maffachufetts Colony ; Northern
Bounds, the Southerly Line of the Maffachufetts Colony fo
far Eaft as three Miles to the E. N. E. of the moft Eaftern and Northern Parts of the
Narraganfet- Bay ; the Eaftern Bounds, as the
Bay lieth or extendeth it felf from the
Ocean into the Mouth of the River which runneth into
Providence : and from thence higher along the
Eafterly
Bank of faid River called Seaconck River, up to the Falls
4 As in

the

Majority of Voters there muft at leaft be the Governor
Governor and Six of the Affiflants, it was the fame Cafe as
if the Governor and Affiflants were a feperatc Board or Houfe, there
fore after fome Years by Aft of Affembly they were conftituted a feparate Houfe, and the Governor in Cafe of an Equivote in the Board
of Afliftants, to have the cafting Vote, but no
Negative.

or

Deputy

called

Of Rhode-Island.
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called Patucket Falls,

being the moft Wefterly Line of
and from faid Falls in a
ftreight Line
due North, till it meets with the South Line of
Maffa
chufetts -, Southern Bounds, the Ocean comprehending all
the Ifiands and Banks in Narraganfet-Bay, Fifher\ Ifland
excepted. To hold of the King as the Mannor of Eaft
Greenwich, in free and common Soccage, paying the fifth
of all Gold and Silver Oar found there
Any Claufe in a
late Grant to the Governor and Company of Connetlicut
Plymouth Colony

:

—

Colony notwithstanding. Signed Howard.
Their firft Affembly met at Newport, March i.
1663,
and enacted, That on the firft Wednefday of May annu
ally by a Majority of the Votes of the Freemen of the
Colony, fhall be elected a Recorder or Secretary, a
Sheriff *,an Attorney General, and one Treafurer General.
All Purchafes of the Indians without Confent of the
Affembly, to be void, and the Purchasers finable. AH
Inhabitants of competent Eftates Chriftians (Roman Catholicks excepted) to be accounted Freemen, and have
Power of choofing and of being chofen Deputies and
other Officers.
This Competency of Eftate has been varied from Time
Anno 1746, the Affembly enacted, that the
to Time ;
Qualification for a Freeman fhould be Freeholds of £. 400
Currency in Value, or that fhall Rent for £. 20 per Ann.
or the eldeft Son of fuch a Freeholder ; and to be
propofed to their refpective Town Meetings three Months at
leaft before their Admiffion. As Briberies in the Elections
of Affembly Men and general Officers were become fre
quent and notorious, by the fame Aft, no Man is admit
ted to vote until he has taken Oath or Affirmation •, That
he will ufe his Freedom for the good of the Government
without any other Motive, and fhall not receive nor ex
pect any Reward or Promife of Reward in Elections.
The fame Affembly enacted, that no Afliftant (Member
—

*
At prefent the Sheriffs of the feveral Counties
the General Aflembly.

are

appointed by
«f
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of the Council) or Member of the Houfe of Reprefenta
tives fhould be allowed any Wages or pay for their Ser
vice. Several other fuch wholfome and exemplary f
Laws have at Times been enacted, when the Govern
in good Hands.
to Time there were fome
Time
From
Englifh trading
Purchafes of Lands from the Indians,
with
fmall
Houfes,
in the Narraganfet Country.
1657, tne Ifland of Gwwwcut was purchafed of the Indians, and 1678 incorpo
rated by Act of Affembly, and named James Town.
Some Gentlemen of Rho'de- Ifland and other Parts of NewEngland made a confiderable Purchafe of Petaquamfecut
(from the Indians) which with the adjacent Lands were
incorporated a Townfhip by the Name of Kingfton 1674:
but fince divided into three Townfhips, South Kingfton,
North Kingfton, and Exeter.
Mifquamicut purchafed of the Indians, 1665, was con
ftituted a Townfhip 1669, by the Name of Wefterly ;
this is lately divided into threeTownfcipsJFefterly, Charlestownand Richmond; in Charleftown is the Narraganfet Indian
Referve (Ninigret is Sachem,) of two Miles from E. to W.
and of about 6 Miles from North to South •, which is
generally farmed by the Friends of the Indian Guardians
ment was

appointed by

the

Affembly,

upon

long

Leafes and fmall

Rents.

Maniffes or Block Ifland 1672 was conftituted the
Townfhip of New Shoreham.
1677, The Townfhip of Greenwich was incorporated,
and lately divided into the two Townfhips of Greenwich,
and Weft Greenwich. By this Time all the Colony or
general Lands were reduced to private Property ; fee a
fubfequent Table, P. 89.
When the Court of England, in a bad Adminiftration,
were refolved to vacate Charters of any Nature,
becaufe
Reftraints or Obftacles to a defpotick Power ; a Writ of
Quo Warranto was iffued out againft the Colony Otlober
-|- -Exemplary

t©

the other Colonies.

6,
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6, 1685, ana" delivered June

2, 1686, by Edward Ran
Freemen
The
of
the Colony by their Bal
dolph, Efq-,
lots or written Votes called Proxies, by a Majority gave
in their Opinion to the General Affembly ; in Confor
mity to which, the General Affembly, after the Example
of many Corporations or Charters in England, determined
not to ftand Suit with his Majefty, but by a humble Addrefs to the King, pray for the Continuance of their Pri
vileges and Liberties according to Charter : the King
promifed them Protection and Favour •, they were put
under the Government of Prefident Dudley, who was
foon fuperfeded by Governor Andros.
\686,y,Jan. 12.
Sir Edmond Andros'*s Commiflion as Governor of NewEngland, was publifiied in Rhode-Iftand, and all the Co
lony formed into one County.
Upon the Orange Revolution, by a general Vote
of the Freemen in May 1689, 'c was concluded, that Sir
Edmond Andros's Authority,by his Confinement in Bofton,
was terminated or filenced, and therefore they reaffume
their former Government or Charter -, and as their Charter
never was vacated in a due Courfe of Law or Judgment,
the Court of England allows them to continue in the Pof
feffion and Ufe of it to this Day.
Each Townfhip is managed by a Town Council con
fifting of the Afliftants who refide in the Town, the
Juftices of the Town, and fix Men Freeholders chofen
annually by the Freemen of the Town ; the Major Part
of them is a Quorum, with full Power to manage the
Affairs and Intereft of the Town to which they refpectively belong, to grant Licences to publick Houfes •, and
Probate Office for proving Wills and granting
are a
Ad minift ration, with Appeal to Governor and Council
as

fupreme Ordinary.

On any urgent Occafion the Governor, or in his Ab
fence, the Deputy Governor, may by Warrant call a
General Affembly. The Direction of the Militia is in
the General Affembly of the Colony ; but when the Af
fembly does not fit, the Governor and Afliftants have
At
the Power of the Militia,
—

#6
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At the Townfhip Meetings in March annually, the
Freemen of the Town bring in their written Votes cal
led Proxies, for a Governor, a
Deputy Governor, 10
Afliftants, Recorder, Treafurer, and Attorney General ;

thefe Votes

fealed up and fent to Newport for next
; the Governor has no Negative in
Elections, has no Negative in paffing of Bills or Rcfol ves,
only in the Houfe or Board of Afliftants in Cafe of an
Equivote, he has the cafting Vote. All other Officers
Civil and Military are appointed by a joint Vote of the
Board of Afliftants and Houfe of Reprefentatives.
The
Legiflature of Rhode-IJland Colony ftile themfelves,
The Governor and Company of the Englifh Colony of RhodeIfland and Providence Plantations in New England in Ame
rica ; the enacting ftile is, Be it enatled by the General
Affembly of this Colony and by the Authority of the fame
it is enatled.
The Affembly adjourn themfelves for any
Time. The Governor for the Time being, has the
Cuftody of the Colony's Charter, Seal &c. and appoints
the Naval Officer ; the Governor's
Sallery is £. 300 per
Ann. Currency, and all his Perquifites do not exceed
£. 1000.4. There are yearly two Affemblies or Elections
of Reprefentatives ; they fit firft
Wednefday in May at
the
fecond
meets
-,
Newport
laft Wednefday of
Affembly
Otlober at Providence, and South Kingfton
alternately. In
all grand Committees, and Elections, of Officers, the Board
of Afliftants and Houfe of Reprefentatives, fit and vote
are

May General Election

together.
In the laft U Election of General Officers firft

Wednefday
of

At this

writing* 1750, The Deputy Governor has a Sallary of
Currency or O. T. per Ann. the Treafurer £. 200 ; Afliftants
and Reprefentatives have no Wages.
|| Formerly the Parties in Election and Publick Tranfa&ions were
upon Seclary Footings ; but for fome Years paft the oppofite Parties, are
they who are againft multiplying a fallacious fraudulent Paper Currency,
and they who
encourage it for private iniquitous Ends j Majority of the
prefent Houfe of Reprefentatives are of the Paper Money Side, notwith
standing of a growing Depreciation : from April 1, 1750, to Sep. 1,
4-

£.

30

l7S°s

Of
of May

1

750,

bert Hazzard

were
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chofen William Greene Governor, Ro
Governor •, Afliftants, George Wanton,

Dep.
Jonathan Nichols, John Potter, John Bowen, Benjamin
Tucker, Robert Lawton, James Arnold, William Richmond,
Daniel Coggefhal, Jeffry Walfon -, Thomas Ward Secretary,
Daniel Updike Attorney General, and Thomas Richardfon

General Treafurer. * When the Charter firft took Place
1663, there were only 18 Reprefentatives, 6 from New
port, 4 from Providence, 4 from Portfmouth, and 4 from
Warwick : at prefent 1750, befides thefe, there are 2 from
each conftituted Townfhip incorporated from that Time,
and at prefent are 58 Members.
1750, their Paper Currency from Par, fuffers a Difcount with the
Majfachujetts Paper Currency above 20 per Ct, that is, a Piece of 8 in
Bofton fells for 45/ O. T, in Rhode- ljland it fells for 56/ O. T ; by
felling, I mean, it is Merchandize and will continue fuch, until the
Paper Money is generally annihilated, or by its fmall Quantity arrive
at a juft Par with Silver : I fhall mention a
palpable Inftance of the
good Effecls of Paper Currency being gradually annihilated (if the
Tranfition is too fudden, it may occafion a Stagnation of Bufinefs,
Confufion and Uproars, which ought carefully be avoided, as tending
to
Sedition) by finking of ©ur Paper Medium; within thefe laft Six
Months (this is wrote September 1750) Exchange with London is fallen
from Eleven and a half, for one Sterling, to Nine and a half, for one
Sterling
good Bills or well endorfed.
*
The fallacious Plantation Paper Money Currencies are a
moft difagreeable Topick, and fall too often in my Way : here I
cannot avoid obferving, that the habitual Practice of this Paper Money
Cheat, has had a bad Influence not only upon profligate private Per
fons ; but upon the Adminiftration of fome of our New- England Go
vernments : for Inftance, one of the Legiflature, a Signer of the.
Rhode-Iftand Colony Bills, was not long fince convicted of Signing
Counterfeit Bills. Men are chofen into the Legiflative and Executive
Parts of their Government, not for their Knowledge, Honour, and
Honefly, but as Sticklers for depreciating (for private Ends) the Cur
rency, by multiplied Emiflions : this Year 1750, the Parties amongft
the Electors of Aflembly Men were diftinguifhed by the Names of
Paper Money Makers, and the contrary : the Paper Money Makers
have got a Majority in the lower Houfe, and propofe a New Emiflion
of 200,000 O. T ; it is probable the Houfe or Board of Afliftants
will not concur ; it is not for want of Paper -Currency, at prefent they
have more :han ever ; Maffachufetts Bay, where the Bulk of their Bills
were
lodged, have fent them back accompanied with the Bills of Newj thei$ Defign is. by Quantity to depreciate the Value of

Hampfhire

their
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As a Table is the moft concife and diftinct Form of
reprefenting feveral numeral Articles relating to a Colony ;
I fhall here reprefent each Townfhip, their late Numbers
of Proxies or Freemen Voters, their Reprefentatives in
General AlTembly, their Juftices, their Companies of
Militia, perluftration of (17 48; of Whites, Negroes, and
Indians.
their Bills ; and Lands mortgaged for Publick Bills will be redeemed
in thofe minorated Bills, at a very inconfiderable real Value. In the neigh
bouring Province oi Maffachufetts- Bay the principal Directors and Signers
of bubling or notorious cheat Bills (in the Aft of Parliament, 1 741, it is
termed a mifchievous Undertaking and publick Nufance) were by Votes
concurred by Gov. Sh
y, made Councellors, Signers of publick
Bills of Credit, Judges, Juftices, &c. this to an impartial Reader muft
appear the greateft Difregard of a Minifter (all Governors are in a
minifterial Capacity) to Afts of Parliament. To prevent this Nufance,
in all Afls of Aflemblies concerning Paper Money Currencies, there
may be a Claufe, that any Perfon convifted of making, figning, or utter
ing any falfe, fraudulent, or counterfeit Bills ; be rendred incapable of
any Place of Profit or Truft in faid Province or Colony.
In Maffachufetts-Bay Province December 1748, the Aft for drawing
in their Bills of Credit, exprefly declares, that the Bills of the neigb~
bouring Provinces, have pajfed promifcuoufly vjitb the Bills of our Province ; and the Inhabitants of Maffachufetts -Bay Province vji 11 thereby
he liable to greater Evils than they have as yet fuffered, if the Bills of
the neighbouring Governments continue current within the Province ;
therefore, cjV. particularly every Perfon fo accounting (extra provincial
Bills reckoned up to a Perfon or otherways evading in Negociation) re
ceiving, taking, or paying the fame, fhall forfeit the Sum of Fifty
There has lately hap
Pounds New Tenor for every fuch Offence.
in
the
News Papers for
a
Controverfy
Weekly
publick
Boflon
pened
Sept. 1750, concerning the Word accounting : this ought to be ex
plained by fome fubfequent Aft of Aflembly ; as there is a Difcovery of a principal Manager, negociating in Bofton (in a manner as
he thought evadable in the Law) fome Bills of Neiv-Hampfhire : as he
was a principal Agent in reftraining the Currency of Bills of the neigh
bouring Provinces, if Intereft had not prevailed againft common Pru
dence, he would have evaded the negociating of thefe Bills in any
Manner though evadable in Law.
N. B. To annihilate Plantation Paper Currencies in a general Senfe,
is very laudable ; but to do it fuddenly or in the Space of one Year,
when there is no other Medium or Currency ; puts a Stop to all
Trade and Bufinefs ; this Obftruftion may divert our Commerce into
fome other Channel ; We have a notable Inftance of this in the Pro

vince of

Maffachufetts-Bay,

1750.

Townfhips.-

Of Rhode-Islan^

•-♦r

j^

*

11

11

Townfhips.
Newport

1748. 1749.
Proxies. Repref. Juftices.
9°
32
25

Vrovidenct

Portfmouth
Warwick

21

Wefterley

6

9

4
4
4

»3

23

2

6

23

2

0

North Kingfton
South Kingfton
Greenwich

30

2

21

2

7
5

17
4

2

6

2

0

2

5
4
4
3

James
*

Town

Smithjield

45

Scituate

58

2

Gloucefter

1 1

2

Charles-Town
Weft Greenwich

9
25

2

2

Coventry

12

2

Exeter

24

2

Middletown

Briftol
Tiverton
Little Compton

^

20

2

13

2

102

2

107

2

Warren

82

2

Cumberland
Richmond

73

2

1 1

2

888

58

*

*

807
'5J3

8

*Neiv Shoreham

Whites.

5335
3«77

5

i

Companies.

1

Negroes. Indians. Militia.
1

105

68

225
»34

5°
51
93
49

176

4
5
1

3
4

70 1
260

59
20

20

1

1665

184
380

86.

3
3

1405

956
284
400
1210

61
no

3°
16

'93
27
26

2

20

3
3
3

6

8

1

641

58

3°3

1

4
6

757

1

2

769

8
16

7

2

4
4
5
4
5
4
3
5

1103

63

8

2

586
928

76

18

1

128

842

99

2

1004
600

6z.

*3
99
86

5°'

3«>

1

802

500

4
5

3

1

119

28439

3°77

1257

51

1

1

1

1

N. B. The Numbers of Whites, Blacks, and Indians
For the Townfhips of New Shoreham or Block-IJland9
Smithjield, Warren, and Richmond are only Eftimates, and

notanaclual Cenfus.

When the Qualification of a Freeman, as formerly,
low, the Proxies or Voters never exceeded 1300 :
at prefent the Qualification is better or higher, and Anno
1749, the Proxies were only 888.
The Valuation or Cenfus Anno 1730 was Whites
the
15,302, Blacks 1648, Indians 985, in all 17,935 ;
Valuation Anno 1748, was Whites 28,439, Blacks 3077,
Indians, 1257, in all 32,773 •, from thefe deduct Briftol,
N
Vol. II.
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Tiverton, Little Compton, Warren, and Cumberland a late
Addition taken from the JurifdicYion of MaffachufettsBay, and added to Rhode Ifland Colony, of 4196 Whites,
343 Blacks, and 228 Indians, remains 24,243 Whites,
which is an Increafe of near 9,000 Whites, upon 15,500
Circiter,\n 1 8 Years •, this is more than one third increafed in
the Space of 1 8 Years. The Cenfus of their Blacks and Indi
ans
perhaps is not exaft: ; that fmall Colony does not pofTefs
more Negroes, than the much larger Province of Mafiait is true, their late Guinea Trade exchanging
for
Horfes, Stock, and Provifions fhipt off
Negroes
for the Wed India Ifiands, has added confiderably to the
Here is an Increafe of 44
Number of their Negroes.
Indians, whereas they are obferved every where to be
upon the Decreafe from the intemperate Ufe of Britifh
Spirits, and from their being fent to Sea, and upon
Expeditions. The 51 Militia Foot Companies are
formed into 4 Regiments, being one Regiment Foot in
each of their four Counties of Newport, Providence,
King*s County, and Briftol-, there are alfo one Troop of
Horfein the County of Newport, and a Troop in the
County of Providence.

chufetts-Bay -,
of

Concerning the Boundaries of theColony of Rhode Ifland.
King Charles, Anno 1630, made a Grant to the Earl
of Warwick from Narraganfet- Bay, Weftward along
Shore 40 Leagues, and in length from Sea to Sea : he
afligned this Grant to William Vifcount Say and Seal, *
Lord Brooks, Lord Rich, and eight more Affociates :
the Conditions of the Grant were never complied with by
Settling &c, and the Grant is become void. A fubfequent Grant to Duke Hamilton, 1635, for the fame
Reafon is Null.
*- Seabrook at the Mouth of Connetlicut River is fo called

from the
This Humour of joint Names
for Townfhips is ftill
Colony of Connecticut, thus a
Townfhip granted lately to Hartford and Windfor jointly, 1*3 called
Harwinton, from the initial Syllables of thefe two Townfhips.

Names of Vifcount

Say

and Lord Brook.
piaclifed in the

In
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In the beginning of our Settlements, the Country not
being well inveftigated, fundry fucceeding Royal Grants
interfered with former Grants f. King Charles II. having
received Complaints concerning the wrong Defcription of
Places and Grants, not to be determined at a Diftance,
but by Commiflioners to be fent exprefly upon the Spot •,
accordingly 1664, four Commiflioners, Col. Nichols (af
terwards Governor of New-Tork) Sir Robert Ker, &c.
were fent over to fettle all the controverted Boundaries
of the Provinces, and to be determined by the Concur
rence of any three of thefe Commiflioners, or of two of
them, whereof Nichols to be one. -j- Three of thofe Com
miflioners
f For Inflance, Plymouth old North Line, from Conahaffet due
Weft to Patuket River ; and Maffachufetts South Line, from 3 Miles
South of the Southermoft Part or Head of Charles River extended
E. and W. overlap one another feveral Miles ; Attleborough Gore is
plainly included in Plymouth Grant, and alfo in the Grant to RhodeIfland. Some of the Lands of Tiverton and Little Compton, feems to
be in both thefe Grants. In Equity perhaps the Prior Grant fhould
take Place ; but this was not obferved in the late Determination of
Rhode- Ifland Eafterly 'Bounds ; the Validity of the Plymouth Grant as
to Jurifdiftion being
queftioned. Rhode -Ifland Colony pretended to
the Settlements of Tiverton, Little Compton, Dartmouth, Rochefter,
Sandwich, and Cape Cod Townfhips, becaufe Plymouth Grant is not
faid to be bounded upon the Ocean : but as this Claim was not brought
before a late Court of CommifTioners appointed by Patent from GreatBritain to fettle the Eaftern Boundaries of Rhode Ifland Co)ony, it may
be fuppofed dropt and filenced. Lately in Rhode Ifland, they have
imagined a Claim of Jurifdidtion further North than their prefent
Line ; taking in Part of Wrentbam, Bellingham, Mendon, Uxbridge,
and Douglafs ; thty were encouraged to this by their late Succefs in
the Eaftern Claim ; but when they complained Home concerning the
Encroachments of Maffachufetts- Bay, upon their Eaftern Borders, they
made no Complaint of Northern Encroachments ; which if any, might
have been adjufted by the fame Commiflion without further Charge :
and when CommifTioners were
December 18, 1749, by the

appointed,

General Affembly of Maffachufetts Bay, to join with Commiflioners
from the Jurifdiclion of Rhode Ifland, to run and renew the Line agreed
on and fettled
by both Governments, Jan. 19, 1710,11 ; the RhodeIfland Commiflioners did not appear.
4 The Rhode Iflanders conftrued it that nothing could be concluded
without the Concurrence of Nichols, and becaufe Nichols happened not
f
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miflioners gave the Attleborougb Gore to Plymouth Colony,
that is Patucket alias Blackftone |] River to be the dividing
Line between thefe two Colonies •, the King's Pleafure

concerning this Determination was never fignified •, as
it was not confirmed at Home, it continued many Years
in Difpute, and at length, determined by Commiflioners
1
74 1, and confirmed by the King in Council 1746, in
favour of Rhode-IJland ; it is now called Cumberland Town
fhip, in Honour to his Royal Highnefs the Duke of Cum
berland, and is annexed to the County of Providence.
Rhode Ifland Eafterly Line dividing it from the prefent
Province of Maffachufetts-Bay was fettled by Commifli
*
oners
1
741, Maffachufetts Government appealed Home
againft every Part of the Judgment as grievous and inju
rious •, but the Judgment in whole was confirmed
1746,
by the King in Council. In Autumn 1 746, the Govern
ment of Rhode-IJland fent to the Government of
Maffa
chufetts-Bay, a Copy of his Majefty's Order in Council,
affirming the Judgment of the Court of Commiflioners,
for fettling the Boundary Line between the two Govern
ments, and by Act of Aflembly appointed Commiflioners,
to run (Dec. 2. 1746) this late
adjudged Line with Com
miflioners from Maffachufetts-Bay ; the
Aflembly of Maf
fachufetts-Bay could not be informed of this appointed
Time until their next Sitting, December
24, thus RhodeIfland contrived to run this Line ex parte. For a minute
Defcription of this Line, fee Vol. I. P. 399.
For Rhode-Ifland Northerly Line
dividing this Colony
From the Province of Maffachufetts-Bay, fee .Vol. I. P.
415.
be

of the three that concurred in the Determination of the
At
the Determination was not
perfect
whereas Nichols was plainly intended to have
a

to

one

tleborougb Gore, they alledged
when

two were

againft

only

two.

calling Vote

|| This River was fo called by the Name of Mr. Blackftone who
removed from Maffachufetts -Bay and lived in this
Gore, upon that
River, many Years.
*
The fettling of this Line coft each Government about
4,000
O. T. The Commiflioners had from each Government
6/ Sterl.' per
dim, with all Charges in coming, at, and returning from the

Congrefs.

Southerly
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Southerly the Colony of Rhode-IJland is bounded upon
the Sea or Atlantick Ocean.
Its Wefterly Line dividing it from the Colony of
Connecticut was fettled by Commiflioners from both Co
lonies September 27, 1728; was afcertained by a drredr.
Line extending Weft from the Rock at the utrermoft
Point of Warwick Neck,- 20 MiIes,to a confiderable Heap
of Stones in a Cedar Swamp, theS. W. Corner of War
From this Monument the Line with
wick Purchafe.
Connetlicut is determined by running firft N. yd. E. by
23 Miles 10 Rod to a large Heap of Stones in
between two marked Pine Trees in the
Province of Maffachufetts- Bay, and for
the
South Line of
half
a
Miles were made Monuments every
and
the firft 7
from
thence Northward to the Maffa
and
half Mile,
were
made Monuments at the End of
South
Line,
chufetts
each Mile : from the faid Monument the S. W. Corner
of Warwick was made a Southerly running of 15 Miles
and 9 Rod S. 1 1 d. 20 m. W. to the Mouth of Aftrawage River where it falls into Pakatuke River •, and from
thence Pakatuke River is the Boundary to the Sea.

Compafs,

a

Valley being

Signed

Roger Woolcot
James Wadfworth

~\

Daniel Palmer.

J

William

Wanton

Benjamin Ellery
William Jenkes.

}-

For Connecticut.

~\
?

For Rhode- Ifland.

j

The Colony of Rhode-Ifland have been very little
concerned in the Britifh North America Wars with the
adjacent Indians, and their Encouragers to Rapine the
French of Canada -, from the Quaker Principles of many
of the Inhabitants, and as not being immediately expofed
In the
to the Ravages of the French and their Indians,
An.
in
NovaScotia,
17 10,
Expedition againft Port-Royal
and in the abortive Expedition againft Canada, ly it,
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they had fome Forces : towards the Feint or intended
Expedition againft Canada, in the Summer 1746, they
fitted out 300 Land Men with a Warlike Sloop of 100

they were ordered for Nova-Scotia, but in their
fuffered
Difafters, never proceeded, and after
Voyage
fome Time this Expedition was countermanded.
They
have been noted for Privateering againft the French and
Spaniards in Times of War. They have built a good
Fort upon Goat Ifland, an Ifland in the Harbour of
Seamen

;

Newport.
The Numbers of their Whites, Slaves and other
may be kti\ in a foregoing Table.

Concerning

their Courts

Lifts,

of Judicature.

Formerly the Colony of Rhode- Ifland made only one
County : not long fince it was divided into 3 Counties,
Newport, Providence, and King's County •, lately they
have conftituted a fourth County called Briftol, compre
hending the late Addition from the Province of Maffa
chufetts ; Cumberland is in the County of Providence.
Newport County contains Rhode-IJland (the Townfhips
of Newport, Portfmouth, and Middletown,) Block- Ifland
(the Townfhip of New- Shoreham) Canonicut Ifland (the
Townfhip of James Town) Prudence Ifland, and Patience
Ifland, with the lately adjudged Parts of Tiverton,and LittleCompton. Providence County comprehends the Townfhips
of Providence, Smithfield, Scituate, Glocefter, Warwick,
Coventry, Greenwich, Weft Greenwich, and Cumberland.
King's County includes South Kingfton, North Kingfton,
^Exeter, Wefterly, Charles Town, and Richmond.
The Legiflature, called the General Court or General
Aflembly, fits the firft Wednefday in May annually at
Newport, and at Providence and South Kingfton alternately
the laft Wednefday of Otlober.
The Form of their judicial Oath or Affirmation does
not invoke the Judgments of the Omnifcient GOD, who
fees

Of
fees in

Secret,

but
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upon the Peril of the

Penalty of

Perjury, -f-

Juries. The Town Council of each Townfhip, take
Lift of all Perfons liable by Law, and whom they fhall
judge able and well qualified to ferve on Juries, and lay
the fame before a Town Meeting called for that Purpofei
and the Names of all fuch Perfons written on feparate
Pieces of Paper, fhall be put in a Box to be delivered to
the Town Clerk, to be by him kept under Lock and Key.
When the Precept or Notification for returning of Ju
a Town Meeting the Box fhall be un
rors is iffued, at
locked, and the Town Clerk fhall draw out fo many
Tickets, as there are Jurors required to be returned as
Jurors i fuch as in the Judgment of the Town Meeting
are unable to ferve at that Time, their Names fhall be re
turned into the Box and others drawn in their ftead ; the
Names of the Perfons returned to ferve, fhall be put in
another Box from Time to Time, until all the Tickets
be drawn as aforefaid ; then they fhall be returned into
the firft, to be drawn from Time to Time as aforefaid.
The Town Council fhall once a Year lay before a TownMeeting fuch other Perfons as may from Time to Time
become qualified, to be put in the Box. If by Reafon
of Challenge or otherways there are not a fufficient Num
ber of good and lawful Men to make up the Jury, the_
Jury fhall be filled up by the Sheriff or his Deputy
a

Circumftantibus.
Justices of the Peace. The General Affembly
in their May Seflions, chufe for each Town, fo many Juf
tices of the Peace as they may find requifite, to be com
miffioned by the Governor of the Colony under the Seal
of the Colony ; their Power extends all over the County.
A Juftice may join Perfons in Marriages, take the Acde talibus

■

»

—--

'

...»

■f This doe6 not feem to be a facred or folemn Oath, and may be
illuflrated by the Story of two profligate Thieves ; one of them had
ftolen fomething and told his Friend of it : well, fays his Friend, but
did any body fee you ? No : then fays his Friend, it is yours as much
as

if you had

bought

it with your

Money.

knowledgment
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knowledgment of a Deed or other Inftrument, take Depofitions out of Court, the adverfe Party being notified.
Two or more Juftices may Hear, Try, and Adjudge all
manner of Debts, Trefpaffes, and other Actions not

exceeding five Pounds Currency ; Titles of Lands are
excepted, and fuch other Actions as are excepted by any
particular Law of the Colony. Three or more Juftices
of the Peace may try all Perfons fufpected of Thieving
to the Value of Ten Pounds Currency.
Appeals in Civil
Cafes are allowed to the Inferior Court of Common Pleas,

and in Criminal Cafes to the Court of the General Seffions
of the Peace : the Judgment of which Court, on all Ap
peals from the Juftices Court is final.
In each County are held
Sessions of the Peace.
Seffions of the Peace,
General
of
a
twice
Year, a Court
five Juftices of the County making a Quorum, impowered
to hear and determine all manner of Matters and Things
relating to the Confervation of the Peace, the Punifhment
of Offenders, and all Pleas of the Crown (Capital Crimes
excepted) are therein cognizable. Any Perfon aggrieved
at the Sentence of this Court, may appeal to the next
Superior Court of Judicature, Court of Aflizeand General
Goal Delivery.
Inferior Courts of Common Pleas, are held
twice a Year in each County ; three Juftices of the faid
Court are a Quorum : they have Cognizance of all Civil
Actions arifing or happening within the County, and
Tryable at Common Law, of what Nature, Kind, or
Quality foever : but no Action not exceeding five Pounds
Currency, is brought into any of thefe Courts, unlefs
where any Men's Freehold is concerned, or by Way of
Appeal from any Juftices Court. Liberty of Appeal
from thefe Inferior Courts of Common Pleas, is allowed
to the next Superior Court of Judicature, &c.
Superior Court of Judicature, Courts of Aflize
and General Goal Delivery, are holden twice a Year in
each County •, three Judges are a Quorum : they have
Cognizance of all Pleas, real, perfonal, or mixt, as alfo
Pleas

Of Rhode-Island;
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Pleas o! the Crown, and Caufes Criminal, and Matters
relating to the Confervation of the Peace, Punifhment
of Offenders, and generally of all other Matters as fully
and amply to all Intents and Purposes whatfoever, as
the Court of Common Pleas, King's Bench, or Exchequer
in his Majefty's Kingdom of England have, or ought
to

have, and

are

impowered

to

give Judgment therein,

award Execution thereon, and make fuch neceffary Rules of Practice, as the Judges fhall from Time
to Time fee needful ; but no Caufe, Matter, or
Thing
(Writs of Error, Capital Crimes, &c. excepted) are
brought into this Court by an Original Writ or Procefs,
burby Appeals from the Inferior Courts of Common
Pleas.
Appeals to his Majesty in Council, are allowed,
where the Matter or Thing in Controverfy is the Value
of three hundred Pounds New Tenor, unlefs from Judg
ment obtain'd upon a Bond, which has no other Condi
tion but for the Payment of a Sum or Sums of
Money.
They^ppeal to the King in Council not only on perfonal,
but alfo in real Actions.
A Court of Chancery or Dalegates not long fince
was
erected, but on their iniquituous Proceedings in
difpenfing with all Laws, no Man's Property was fafe, it
was therefore difcontinued.
The Ordinary for Probate of Wills, and
granting Adminifttation is in the refpective Town Coun
cils, with Appeals to the Court of Governor and Afliftants,
The Court of Vice Admiralty confifts of the
fame individual Officers or Perfons, that officiate in
Maf
and

to

fachufetts Bay, or by Deputations from them.
TttE Justiciary Court of Admiralty is much
of the fame Nature with that of Maffachufetts Bay, with
an

Addition of the Governor and fome of the Council
neighbouring Province of Maffachufetts-Bay.

of the

Their prefent Taxes of all Kinds are very inconfideraWe,
the Intereft of their publick Loans generally defrays all
Vol. II.
O
Charges
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Charges of Government and other Needfuls both of the
Colony and particular Towns.
Navigation. Newport of Rhode- Ifland is their prin
cipal trading Town at prefent •, lies in 41 d. 35 m. N.
Lat. it is of eafy and fhort Accefs, being near the Ocean*
but for that Reafon

.

"

not

fo well fcituated for inland Con-

fumption ; Providence is about 30 Miles farther up Narraganfet-Bay inland, therefore in a few Years it muft be
their principal Place of Trade. For the Safety and Conveniency of failing into the Harbour of Newport in Summer 1 749 was erected a Light-Houfe in Beaver Tail at a
publick Colony Charge.
LIGHT-HOUSE.
The Diameter at the Bafe is 24 Feet, and at the Top
The Height from the Ground to the
13 Feet.
top of
the Cornice is 58 Feet, round which is a Gallery, and
within that ftands the Lanthorn, which is about 1 1 Feet
high, and 8 Feet diameter.
The Ground the Light-Houfe ftands on is about 12
Feet above the Surface of the Sea at High Water.
'The following are the Bearings (by the
Compafs^ of
feveral remarkable Places from the Light-Houfe, viz.
Point Judith
S; W.!c
3 Deg. S.
Block.Ifland. N. W. Point S. W.
8
S.
S. E. Point.
Ditto
S. W.b.S.5
S.
Whale Rock
W.
S.
9
Brenton's Reaf
E. S. E. 4
E.
E. S. E. 10
Seal Rock,
E.
S. Point of Rhode-Ifland
E.
S
7
Watch Houfe on Caftle-Hill E. N, E. 4
E.
E. N. E. 4
Brenton's Point
Goat-Ifland
on
E. N. E. 5 .*_
port
S. EaftermoftoftheDumplins N. E. b E.
,jh
N. E.
Kettjle, Bottom Rock
4 _* £.Anchoring Place between ^|
the Town of Newport and ^ N. E, b E,
.

.

-

—

-,

n!
n!
'

.

Coaler's

Harbour.

J
N..B, There
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N. B. There is a fmall funken Rock lies off due S. and at
the Diftance of about 200 Yards from the Light-Houfe.
The Entries and Clearances of Veffels in the Collection
of Newport for the laft Year of the late French and Spani(h War ; and for the firft Year of the prefent Peace.
From 25 March 1747, to 25 March 1748.
Ships Snows Brigs Sloops Scooners
Total 5$
20
Entred in 2
4
3
27
118
Cleared out 4
5
5
33
71
From 25 March 1748, to 25 March 1749.
2
Total j$
Entred in 2
30
4
^7
11
Cleared out 8
160
49
9
83
The Veffels ufed here are generally Brigantines and
Sloops. Their Trade in Time of War confifts much in
Privateering ; this laft War they had bad Succefs •, not
much Trade with Europe •, much ufed to fmuggling of
Conterband and uncuftomed Goods ; they export for the
Weft India Ifiands, Horfes, Live Stock of feveral Kinds,
Butter, Cheefe, Lumber, and Rum of their own diftilling:
their Trade feems to be upon the Decline ; they import
or rather carry to Bofton,
Sugar, Molaffes, and other WeftIndia Ifland Produce, a few Negroes from Guinea, and
Logwood from the Bay of Honduras.
Ever fince 17 10, their moft beneficial Bufinefs has
been Banking or negociating a bafe fraudulent Paper Mo
ney Currency, which is fo contrived, that amongft them
felves it comes out at about 2 & hAf per Ct. per Ann.
Intereft, and lend it to the neighbouring Colonies at 10
perCt. f a moft barefaced Cheat. The Intereft of thefe
Publick iniquitous Frauds,one Quarter goes to the feveral
Townfhips to defray their Charges, the other three
—

•

■

1

f

I fhall

only

1744, of a publick Paper
upon Pretext (as the Preamble
and of an impending French
themfelves by Way of Loan at 4 per

mention their Emiflion

Money Credit of£. 160,000 O. T.
exprefs it) of the prefent Spanifb War,

War ; but was fhared amongft
€t. per Ann. Intereft, for the firft ten Years, and after the Expiratioa
of thofe ten Years, the Principal to be fiid off gradually in ten Yean
more without any Intereft.

Quarters

ioo
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the Treafury to defray the Go
the
of
Colony.
Charges
Produce. Rhode-Ifland Colony in general is a Coun
try for Pafture, not for Grain •, by extending along the
Shore of the Ocean and a great Bay, the Air is foftned by
a Sea
Vapour which fertilizeth the Soil, their Winters are
fofter and fhorter than up inland ; it is noted for Dairy's,
hence the beft of Cheefe made in any Part of New-England^
is called (abroad) Rhode Ifland Cheefe.
Anno 1687, when by Act of Affembly Taxes were re
ceivable in Produce of certain Species, Indian Corn was
valued at 1 $d. per Bufhel, Butter 4J per Pound, Sheeps
Wool at &/. per Pound ; Currency at that Time Pieces
of Eight at a Denomination of 33 3 quarters worfe than

Quarters

are

lodged in

vernment

Sterling.
The moft confiderable Farms are in the Narraganfet
Their higheft Dairy of one Farm, communibus
annis milks about 1 ioCows, cuts about 200 Load of Hay,
makes about 13,000 Wt. of Cheefe, befides Butter •, and
fells off confiderably in Calves and fatted Bullocks. A
Farmer from 73 milch Cows in five Months made. about
10,000 Wt. of Cheefe ; befides Cheefe in a Seafon, one
Cow yeilds one Firken of Butter, 70 to 80 Wt. In
good Land they reckon after, the rate of 2 Acres for a
milch Cow.
In this Colony there is no College or Schola Illuftris ;
lately fome Gentlemen, Lovers and Encouragers of the
Liberal Arts and Sciences, to promote Literature in the
Colony, have in Newport, the Metropolis of the Colony
of Rhode- Ifland,. lately founded a Library. That this may
be of exemplary Ufe to our other Provinces and Colo
nies, I fhall give fome Account of it. 1747* Abraham
Redwood, Efq; beftowed £. 500 Sterl. in Books, being
Volumes, 206 Folio's, 128 Quarto's, 712 Octavo's, and
251 Duodecimo's ; feveral other Perfons have beftowed
fome valuable Books ; A Gentleman of noted Liberality
has promifed an Experimental Philofophy Apparatus, and
Some
to erect: a/piral Monument with an Obferuatory.

Country.

Gentlemen

Of
Gentlemen

Rhode-Island.

incorporated by

have contributed,

and

an

ample Colony

lot

Charter

upon Ground, given by Mr.

Henry Collins, Merchant, erected a regular Building for a
Library,at the Charge of about £. 8,000 Currency O. T.
The Building for the Library confifts of one large
Room where the Books are kept, 36 Foot long, 26 Foot
Broad, and 19 Foot high, with two fmall Offices adjoin
ing. The principal or Weft Front is a Pediment and
Portico of 4 Columns after the Dorick Order ;. the whole
Entablature of which, runs quite round the Building. The
two Offices are placed as Wings, one on each Side the
Portico, and connected with the Body of the Building, fa
as to form two Half-Pediments
proceeding from the
lower Part of the Entablature. Thefe two Wings, be
fides the Conveniencies they afford, have a very good Ef
fect in extending as well as adding Variety to this Front.
The Eaft Front confifts of a plain Dorick Pediment fupported by a Ruftick Arcade of three Arches,in the Receffes
of which, are plac'd three Vinetian Windows, after the
lonick Order. The Outfide of the whole Building is of
Ruftickr Work, and ftands on a Bafe about 5 Feet high
from the Ground, and the Entrance is by a Flight of Steps
the whole Wedth of the Portico. Their Charter conftitutes them a Body Politick by the Name of the Com
pany of the- Redwood Library, with Power to chufe annu
ally 8 Directors, a Treafurer, Secretary, and Librarian -9
to admit new Members, make Laws,&c.<
It is to be wifh'd that.aTafte for Learning and Books
with the better fort of People may prevail in all our Colo*
nies. In Philadelphia, fome Years ftnce,a Company of Gen
tlemen, Well -withers to Letters, have conftituted a confide
rable Library •, of this we fhall give fome Account in the
Section of Penfylvania. In Charleft own of South- Carolina,
is lately formed a Library Company, April 21, 1750,
they confifted of 128 Members; their firft general Meet
ing was 2d Wednefday of July 1 750 ; they are to have four
general Quarterly Meetings yearly, whereof one is the gene
ral annual Meeting for Election of Officers, viz, Prefident,

Vice-
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Vice- Prefident, Treafurer, Secretary, Librarian, Correfpondent, and Steward. The Contributions of the Mem
bers to be || 5 / Currency per Week : The Books to be
lent to any of the Society, giving a Receipt for the fame
to be returned within a limited Time, a Pamphlet in—

—

Days,
in

Duodecimo in
Weeks, a Quarto
Folio in
Months ; of this we fhall
further Account in the Section of South-Carolina,

an

Octavo

Weeks,

give

a

or

—

a

*
pretend to an Extent of
than
is at prefent fettled, ( this
North,
Jurildiction
of
2.
at
Vol.
we hinted
) and takes off from the
p. 91.
of
Jurifdiction
Maffachufetts Bay, confiderable Parcels of
the Townfhips of Wrentham, Bellingham, Mendon, Uxbridge and Douglafs. Commiflioners were appointed by
the General Affemblies of the Province and Colony, as
is ufual, to run their divifional Line laft Autumn 1749;
refpectively they did not meet, and the Rhode-Iflani
Commiflioners run the Line ex parte, Jonathan Randal^

Rhode- Ifland Government
further

Sterl, which is about 34/ Sterl. per Annum.
The Provincial Taxes and Townfhip Rates have lately in the
Province of Maffachufetts- Bay, from the wrong headed Management
been fo oppreffively great, that, 1 Upon a Difpute be
of
tween the Province 0/ Maffachufetts-Bay and Colony of Connetlicut,
lately broached concerning fome Townfhips of the Province indented
With the Colony ; the Maffachufetts Townfhips of Wood/lock, Stmers,
and Nuffield, did in a voluntary Manner withdraw from the
Jurifdiflion of Maffachufetts, and put themfelves under the Jurifdi&ion
of Connetlicut ; and by Force or Menace prevent the Civil Officers of
Maffachufetts from exercifing any Authority and gathering of Taxes.
2. The Mafjacbufetts
Townfhips adjoining to the Northerly Line of
Rhode Ifland Colony, allowed the Rhode IflandMtxx (in an attual Trefpafs) to run a Line, without any Oppofition ; chuiing rather to be
under the Jarifdiclion of Rhode- I/land, where the Publick or Colony
Taxes are very fmall, and fometimes nothing, and no Parifh or Mini
fterial Rates, a very ftunting or difcouraging Article in the poor new
Settlement : thefe Difputes can not be compofed, but by applying to
the Court of -Great Britain at a great Charge. Here we mayobferve,
that ill devifed exorbitant Taxes occafion Difcontent
amongft the Peo
ple, with a Charge, and Confafioa to the Governments.
Sd

||

*

■

.

Enfeld,

Thomas
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Thomas Laphamvand Richard Steern Efq; + were appointed
in Auguft 1 749 Commiflioners to run the Line according
to Charter : The Commiflioners with Henry Harris,
Efq;
Surveyor, and two Chairmen, by themfelves run a Line
to their own Mind, and made Report laft Tuefday of
February 1 749,50 ; that, 30th of Otlober 1 749, no Com
miflioners from Maffachufetts-Bay appearing, we proceed
"
We || could find no Stake or Monument of Wood
ed :
and
ward
Safferey, but from the Place defcribed in our
Commiflion, viz. We found a Place where Charles River
formecl a largeCrefcent Southerly, which Place is known by
theName of Poppolatick Pond, which we took to be the
Southermoft Part of faid River ; from thence we meafured three Miles on a Plain in Wrentham, one quarter of
a Mile N. Eafterly from the Dwelling houfe of Thomas
Man, and about a quarter of a Mile S. Eafterly from the
Houfe of Robert Blake, where we marked a Pine-Tree and
erected a Monument of Stones, and found the fame to
be in Lat. 42 d. 8 m. North, which we deemed the N. E.
Bounds of the Colony. From faid Pine-Tree we pro
ceeded to run the northern Boundary Line in aWeftCourfe
of 8 & half d. Variation, and in this Courfe mark'd
many Trees, faid Line pafling t)ver the Southermoft Part
of Manchoag Pond, * and did terminate about 30 Rods
Eaftwards of a fmall Pond called Graffy-Pond at a black
Oak Tree which we marked with a Monument of Stones
about it, as the North Weftern Bounds of the Colony,
being about 22 Miles from forefaid Pine-Tree to faid
black Oak."
■j- In Rhode- Ifland Government are Squires many, becaufe annually
Elective, and once a Squire always a Squire ; not long fince, a faceti
ous Gentleman met
upon the Road a Rhode- Ifland J uftice of his Ac
quaintance, bare Legs and Feet, driving a Team in very foul Weather,
he faluted him in this Manner : your Servant Squire
I am fur-

prized

to

fee

a

Gentleman of your noted

Frugality,

to

Stockings and Shoes in fuch dirty Weather.
|| Perhaps, according to Inftruclions they defignedly

proper Monument.
*
In the Northern Parts of

-.">

wear

his beft

did not find this

Douglaf:.
Some
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Some Time afterwards a new Commiflion iffued from
each of the Governments to perambulate the northern
Boundary of Rhode- Ifland Colony, by the Stake fet up by
Nathaniel Woodward and Solomon Saferey, purfuant to the
Agreement of the Province and Colony, Jan. 19, 1 7 10,1 1.
There is a Cafe concerning fome Ministerial Lands
in this Colony of confiderable Value, claimed by the
Church of England, and by the Prefbyterians or Congregationalifts ; this Cafe has been depending almoft 30 Years
in the Colony Courts of common Law, called the Courts
below, and before the King in Council, and hitherto not
iffued : A particular Account of the Cafe may be agree
able to the Devotees of both Sides.
Anno 1657. The chief Sachems of the Narraganfet
Country fold to John Parker, Samuel Wilbore, Thomas
Mumford, Samuel Wilfon of Rhode Ifland, and John Hull
Goldfraith of Bofton, Petaquamfcut Hill for fixteen Pound ;
next Year the Sachem of Nienticut, fold for fifteen Pound
fome Lands North of faid Purchafe, to the fame Purcha
sers. The whole Purchafe was about 15 Miles long, and
6 to 7 Miles wide ; afterwards they affociated Brenton
and Arnold, jointly they were called the feven Purchafers.
Another Company, called Athertons Company, 1659,60
purchafed Lands of the Indians North of faid Petaquam
fcut Purchafe -, thefe two Companies had feveral Controverfies concerning their Boundaries, Anno 1679, they came
to a final Accommodation.
Anno 1668. The Petaquamfcut Purchafers by Deed
gave 300 Acres of their beft Land, for an Orthodox
Perfon to preach God's Word to the Inhabitants :
From this proceeds the Difpute, who is the Orthodox
Minifter ? By the Rhode- Ifland Charter all Profeflions
of Chriftians feem to be deemed Orthodox ; by one of
the firft Acts of their Legiflature 1663, all Men profef
fingChriftianity, and of competent Eftates, and of Civil Con-verfation, and obedient to the Civil Magiftrate, though of
different Judgment in religious Affairs, Roman Catholicks

only
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cnly excepted, fhall be admitted Freemen, and fhall have*
Liberty to chufe and be chofen Officers in the Colony, both
Civil and Military.The Boundaries with the Atberton Company being
the Petaquamfcut Purchafers,
1693
made a final Divifion amongft themfelves, and amongft
other Company Grants (120 Acres to a Mill, &c.) con
firmed the Grant of 1679, of 3°° Acres to an Orthodox
Minlftry, which were Surveyed and Lotted.
Thefe Minifterial Lands not being claimed by any
Orthodox Minifter, Anno 1702, Mr. Henry Gardiner
enters upon 20 Acres of it, and James Bundy upon the

finally accommodated,

remaining

280 Acres.

Moft of the Grantees feem to have been of the Church
of England, but many of them fell off to an Enthufiaftick
Sect in Warwick, called f Gortonians, now extinct ; per
haps at that Time there were no Prefbyterian or Congre
gational People in Rhode-IJland, and at this Time it
is faid there are in South Kingfton more People of the
Church of England than of the Prefbyterians and Con-

gregationalifts.

1702. Mr. Niles, notordain'd in any Manner, preached
in faid Diftrict for fome Time, but never had Poffeffion
from Bundy of the 280 Acres; in 17 10 he left Kingfton,
and fettled at Braintree of Maffachufetts-Bay.
1719, George Mumford bought of Bundy the Poffeffion
of faid 280 Acres.
Several Inhabitants of the Narraganfet Country having
*

They were not originally of fo Catholick and Chriftian Spirit in
Maffachufetts- Bay Colony ; the Maffachufetts firft Settlers left England,
becaufe of an Oppreflive Teft Aft, notwithstanding (fuch is the Nature
of zealous, furious Bigotry and Enthufiafm) upon their firft Setliqg 163 1
in Maffachufetti was made a Teft Aft, that no Perfon could be free of
the Colony who was not in full Communion with fome of their
,

Here we fee
Churches in the Independent or Congregational Model
that Priefts and Bigots of all Religions are naturally the fame ; the Peo
ple of New- England are become good Chriftan Catholicks.

f
tinft

From Mr. Gorton their Leader, this Seftary is now loft
it did not furvive Mr. Gorton the Father of the Seft.

or ex-

;

Vot,. II.

P

petitioned
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petitioned the Bifhop of London, and
pagating the Gofpel in foreign Parts,

the Society for pro
for a Miflionary ;
Mr. McSparran was appointed 172 1, and Mr. Gardiner
delivered his 20 Acres which he had in Poffeffion, to the
Church of England Incumbent, Mr. Guy before Me Sparran's Time, had been appointed Miflionary, but foon left
it; Mr. Mc Sparren upon a Writ of Ejectment 1723
againft Mumford for the 280 Acres, grounded upon the
Confirmation 1679, and the laying out 1693, the Ori
ginal Grant of 1668 being fecreted, was eaft in two Tryals ;
he appealed to the King in Council, but the Society for
propagating the Gofpel refufing to meddle in the Affair,
the Matter refted, and Mumford kept Poffeffion.
The Prefbyterian Incumbent Minifter, Mr. Torrey,
the firft Incumbent of Ordination, brought an Action
verfus Gardiner for the 20 Acres, but was eaft, and Mr.
Mc Sparren the Church of England Incumbent, brought
and recovered. Ejectment againft Robert Hazard Tenant to
Mr. Torrey.
1732, Mr. Torrey brought an Action of Ejectment
againft Mumford ; both Inferior and Superior Court gave
it for Mumford ; but upon Torrey's Appeal to King in
Council, thefe Verdicts were difallowed, and Pofleflion
ordered to. the Incumbent Mr. Torrey, 1734 The Mem
bers of St. Paul's Church of England in
Narraganfet,
April 7, 1735, addreffpd the Society for propagating the
Gofpel, &c. for their Afliftance in Advice andExpence*.
but to no, Purpofe.
1735, By Advice from England, Mr. Torrey conveyed
the faid 2 80 Acres which he recovered of Mumford, to
Peter Co^gfhal and five others in Fee in Truft for himfelf
and his Succeffors in the Prefbyterian Miniftry : The
faid Truftees leafed the fame to Hazard for a few Years.
1739, The Original Deed of the Minifterial Lands in
Petaquamfcut Purchafe, which had been fecreted, coming
to Light, Dr. Mc Sparren: in behalf of himfelf and Suc
ceffors in St. Paul's Church of South
Kingfton, by the
Advice of his Lawyers, Capt. Bull, Col. Updike, and
—

Judge
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Judge Auchmuty, brings a new Writ of Ejectment againft
Hazard the Occupant or Tenant of the faid 280 Acres,
was eaft in the Courts of RhodeIfland, but allowed an
Appeal to the King in Council, which, for fome Reafons
has not been entred, nor petitioned for a Hearing.
For the Information of the Curious, of after Times, I
ihall here infert, the Valuation or Quota of each
Townfhip towards a publick Colony Rate of £. 5,000
New Tenor, Anno 1747.

£.

&

Newport

825

Providence

550

Glocefter
Charleftown

Portfmouth

276

W. Greenwich

Warwick

75
79

239
270

Coventry

60

Wefterly
N. Shoreham
North King/Ion
South

King/Ion

EaftGreenwich
James Town
Smithjield
Scituate

83
325
450

I25
100

274
132

Exeter
Midletown

118

125
149

Briftol
Tiverton
Liitle Compton
Warren
Cumberland
Richmond

1 40

167
"5

84

64

The Affair of Currencies in general is left to the Ap
; at prefent we fhall only hint, that in the Colony
of Rhode Ifland from the Votes of their General Affem
bly, it appears, that in February 1749,50,' their publick
Bills of Credit current were £. 525,3350. T. (whereof
upon Funds of Taxes £ 135,335; the reft upon Loan
not to be finifjied until
1764,) which is fufficient to carry
on the Trade and Bufinefs of the
Colony even at their
prefent depreciated Value; and the prefent Defign of
emitting £. 200,000 O. T. more upon Loan, is not as
a further Medium of Trade, but a
knavifh Device of
fraudulent Debtors of the Loan Monty, to pay off their
Loans a* a very <tepteciated Value ; .the Thrcatnings of
Connecticut Gevewfrment to prohibit the Currency of
Rhode-
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Bills in Cafe the Rhode Iflanders emit more,
Advantage to the Fraud ; becaufe Rhodehave fuch a Drug of their own and Newthen
will
Ifland
them of little or no Value,
as to render
Bills
Hampfhire
a real Debt or Mortgage may be difcharged
confequently

Rhode-IJland
will be

by

a

an

little

or no

Value.

Attleborough Gore or Cumberland of this Colony are
great Variety of Iron-rock Ores, but unprofitable ; here
we fhall give a fhort Account of the Metalick Ores and
Minerals hitherto difcovered in New-England ; See p.
In

540. Vol. I.
Mr. Baden, an
many Years fince,

Minner and Effayer, not
fent over to New- England from
England, by a Company of Gentlemen in queft of Meta
lick Ores and Minerals ; he found, 1. Iron Ore, (both
Rock and Swamp or Bog Ore) in Plenty but not profit2. Lead Ore near Merimack^and Souhegan Rivers,
table.
but not plenty, and fo intermixed with Rock and Spar,
is not worth working.
3. Copper Ore in Simfbury -Hills
in the Colony of Connetlicut, near Connetlicut River ; three
different Companies {Belcher and Cafwel, Mr. Bowdoin
and Company, Goff and Company ; this laft was a Bubble
of Shodes) have wrought thefe Mines with a confiderable
Lofs, and for fome Years have been neglected ; Mr. Bel
cher erected a fmelting Furnace in Bofton for his Copper
Ore, but to no Purpofe. 4. Silver Ore in Dracut near
Merimack River, a Furnace was erected in Bofton, for
fmelting this Ore, but the Ore prov'd a Cheat of Col.
V m's; and all mifcarried.
In Attleborough Gore fome Copper Ore intermixed
with Iron Ore,, which is a Detriment to the Iron
Ore, and of no Profit as to Copper.
We have fome Allum Slate or Stone, but no Salt

ingenious

was

—

no Pyrites of Vitriol Stone, fuch as is found
both Sides of the River Thames along the Kentifh and
Effex Shores in England, no Lapis Calominaris. We
have Plenty of feveral forts of Earths, called Boles ox

Springs,

Okersi
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as Black Lead in Br imfield of
MaffachufettsConnetlicut
River, Itai/f, or r^ Ofor in many
Bay
Places, and fome fmall Quantities of yellow Oker, which
is the only valuable Oker.
Our only metalick Ore at prefent under Improvement
is that of Iron, and may be reduced under the following
Heads. 1. Furnaces for Smelting of rock Ore into Pigs;
In Attleborough, now Cumberland, annexed lately to the
Jurifdiction of Rhode-Ifland, were erected at a confiderable
Charge three Furnaces, the Country was well Wooded
for Coal, but the Ore proved not good or profitable,
and is neglected, they were of fome fmall Ufe in the
late War in cafting of fmall Cannon, Bombs, and Bul
lets. Here is a Magnatick Iron Ore, which yields a
red Shot Iron, not good. 2. Smaller Furnaces for Smelt
ing of Swamp or Bog Ore into hollow or eaft Ware, Pots,
Kettles, &c. which we can afford cheaper than., from
England or Holland. 3. Bloomeries, which from Bog or
Swamp Ore without a Furnace Heat, only by a Forge
Hearth, reduce it into a Bloom or Semiliquidated Lump
to be beat into Bars ;
commonly three Tons of this
Ore yields one Tun of Bar IrOn, much inferior to the
Barr manufactured by the Refineries of Pig Iron im
ported from the New Totk, Jerfies, P'enfyfuania and
Maryland Furnaces.
Col. Dunbar, late Surveyor General of the Woods in
America, Anno -17 31-, reported to the Board of Trade
and Plantations, that in New-England were fix Furnaces,
meaning hollow Ware Furnaces, and 19 Forges, mean
ing Bloomeries, for at that Time we had no. Pig Fur
naces, no Pig Refineries.

Okers, fuch
near

have two flitting Mills for Nail
eight Miles from Bofton, and ano
ther in Miidleborough about 30 Miles from Bofton, which
Our Nailers can
are more than we have Occafion for.
afford Spikes and large Nails cheaper than from England,
In

Rods,

New-England,
one

we

in Milton

but fmall Nails not fo

cheap*
Religion,'

no

A
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Religion, or rather the various Religions in the Colony
of Rhode-Ifland. The Rev. Mr. Cotton Mather in a
Folio Hiftory of New-England, which he calls Magnolia,
&c. writes, that Anno 1695. (Book VII. Chap. 3, p.
Rhode Ifland Colony is a Colluvies of Antinomians,
20,)
Familifts, Anabaptifts, Anlifabbaterians, Arminians, Socineans, Quakers, Ranters, and every thing but Roman Catholicks, and true Chriftians ; bona terra, mala gens," he
(hould have added fome Brownifts, Independents, and
"

Qongregationalifts,

but

not

formed into Societies

or

Con

gregations.
In this Colony are no Townfhip or Parifh Rates for
the Support of Ecclefiafticks of any Denomination ; only
the Church of England Miflionaries, Minifters, and SchoolMafters have Sallaries from England by the Society for

propagating the Gofpel in foreign Parts ; and the Congregationalift Minifter in Wefterly, as a Miflionary amongft
the Narraganfet Indians, has an Exhibition from an incor
porated Society in Scotland, called a Society for propa
gating Chriftian Knowledge.
In the Addrefs of the feveral

Plantations, fince united

by Charter into one Colony called Rhode Ifland, to the
fupream Authority in England 1659, they cal1 themfelves
a poor Colony
An outcaft People,
formerly from our
Mother Nation in the
Bifhops Days, and fince from
the New Englifh over zealous Colonies."
J'he Plantations of Rhode Ifland were originally fettled
by People privately Whimfical in Affairs of Religion,
Antinomians, rigid Brownifts, &c. their firft embodied
Societies of Publick Meetings were Anabaptifts (the true
Enthuflafts, were only Tranfients or Vagrants) and to
this Day feem to have the Majority in the
Colony.—
In general they differ from the other two Branches
(Preftyterians and Independents of the Profeflions in England
tolerated by Licence ) folely in their admitting orihy of
Adults to Baptifm, and, that not by fppinkling, but Dip
ping or Immerfion * private Perfons among themfelves
differ in particular Tenets, fueh as/ It is unlawful to prsty
"

"

"

with

Of
with

or

for any

Learning

is

no
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That human
practical Unbelievers
for
a
Preacher—
way neceffary
Gofpel-

—

Grace and Free-Will, &c.
Some have no particular Place of Meeting or Worfhip :
We fhall give a more particular Account of the Setlaries
amongft the Anabaptifts in the digreffional Article of
Britifh Plantation Sectaries in Religious Worfhip.
The Quakers, perfecuted in Maffachufetts-Bay,
firft
came to Rhode-Ifland 1656, and feveral of the moft Enthufiaftick amongft the Anabaptifts joined with them ;
the Congregational Way did not take Place until 1698 ;
Church of England
Mr. Honyman the firft fettled
in
of
fixed
RhodeIfland, 1706, he
Newport
Miflionary,
was the Senior Church of England Miflionary, and died

Differences

as to

lately.
The Baptifts or Anabaptifts of Providence, 1 654, di
vided into two Sects concerning the effential Neceffity of
laying on of Hands (Ordination) as a Qualification in a
Perfon to adminifter Baptifm : the laying on of Hands at
length generally obtained There is a ftrict Affociation
of the Ordination Baptifts by Itenerant yearly Meetings
all over New- England once a Year.
1665, A Baptift
Chujfch or Congregation was formed in the new Planta
tion of Wefterly, and generally embraced the feventh Day
or Saturday Sabbath, and are at prefent a large Society,
called Sabbaterian Baptifts
1671. From the Sabbaterian
of
Church
fome
drew off, and formed a
Newport
Baptift
firft Day Sabbath Church.
1720, In Newport was gathered a Society in the Con
gregational Way ; 1728, Another Church of Congregationalifts proceeded from them ; their firft confiderable
Appearance, but without any Place of publick Worfhip,
There is a Congregational Society in Provi
was 1698.
There is a Congregational
do
but
not thrive.
dence,
at
we have mentioned
which
in
South
Meeting
Kingfton
Peta
in
the
of
the
Minifterial
Account
of
Lands
length
quamfcut. There is a Congregational Church in Wefterly,
the Minifter has an annual Exhibition from the Scots
—

—

—

—

—

—

Society
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Society for propagating of Chriftian Knowledge amongft:
the Narraganfet Indians as his Province ; the Fund was
partly the Donation of the Rev. Dr. Williams of London.
-—There is a Congregationalift Society in Shoreham called
And fome in Townfhips lately taken from
Block Ifland.
the Province of Maffachufetts-Bay and annexed to the
—

of Rhode Ifland.
The Church of England Society for propagating the
Gofpel in foreign Parts, in this Colony have four Mifli
onary Minifters at Newport, S. Kingfton, Providence, and
Briftol, and OGcafional Worfhip at Warwick and Wefterly,
two School Matters with Sallaries,*and lately in Newport
a Catechift or School-Mafter, a Donation of their late
Collector of the Cuftoms, Mr. Key's.
Here is no Prefbyterian Congregation after the Model
of the Churches of Scotland, Holland, Geneva, and the
French Hugenots.
Many Quaker Meetings all over the Colony.
Civil Officers are chofen indifferently out of every Re
ligious Society ; fome Years fince Mr. Cranfton was con
tinued Governor many Years as an impartial good Man ;
he did not affociate with any Sect, and did not attend any
publick Meeting ; as the Charter grants an univerfal
Liberty of Confcience, he was a. Keep at home Proteftant.
A fmall Congregation of Jews, who worfhip at a pri
vate Houfe, where a Clerk or fubordinate Teacher
regu
larly officiates at all conftituted Times.

Colony

A Digression
in Religion, in the Britifh

Concerning the various Seclaries
Settlements of North- America.

Religion, Mankind may be diftin
Sects, i. Infidels, 2. Scepticks,
general
guifhed
fo called, confifting of many
The
Religious,
properly
3.
With

Regard

to

into three

Modes or Schemes of Practical Devotion.
The Religious are divided into Chriftians, &c, here we
wiite concerning Chriftians only.

peculiar

The

0/ Rhode-Island.
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The facred Scriptures, called our Bible, is the Magna
Charta of all Chriftian Societies ; this Book or Bible is a
moft valuable Collection of moral Precepts, fome times
delivered in plain literal Sentences, but generally by way
of Myftery, Fable, Allegory, Allufion, and the like, as was
the Manner of the Eaftern Sages and Writers of thofe
Times. I am a catholick Chriftian, no Libertine, no
Enthufiaft, no Bigot ; what I relate is purely Hiftorical;
"
The Zealots of all Parties have
Tillotfon writes,
Bifhop
"
Trick
of
Lying for the Truth."
got a'fcurvy
It is the general Opinion of Politicians, that a proper
Deference to a well regulated Clergy is requifite in a Com
monwealth ; notwithftanding, and not inconfiftent with
this due Deference, I may be allowed to make the fol
lowing Remarks concerning the Converfions or Propaga
tion of Chriftian Knowledge among our American Indi
I fhall premiie the Obfervations of fome good
ans :
Men who were knowing in this Matter, before the
*
Miflionary Societies did take Place.
Mr. Elliot Minifter of Roxbury near Bofton, with much
Labour learnt the Natick Dialect of the Indian Languages.
He publifhed an Indian Grammer, preached in Indian to
*

At

our

firft

Arrival among the American Indians,

we

found

no

Places and Times of religious Worfhip, only fome Priefts called Ponvcwers,a kind of knavifh cunning Conjurers, like thofe in Lapland, who
pretend to converfe with familiar Spirits.
After fome Years Communication with the neighbouring Indians,
thefe Indians of themfelves eftablifhed fome good and natural Regula
If any Man be idle a Week, or at moft a Fort night,
tions ; fuch as
If an unmarried Man fliall lye with a
he fhall pay ftve Shillings.
Every
young Woman unmarried, he fhall pay fwenty Shillings.
young Man, not a Servant, fhall be compelled to fet up a Wigwam
If any Woman fhall not
(a Houfe or HutO and Plant for himfelf
have her Hair tied up, but hang loofe, or be cut as Men's Hair, (he
fhall pay Jive Shillings.
Whoever Ihall commit Fornication, if a
None to beat their Wives,
Man, fhall pay zof. and if a Woman 10/
Penalty 20/. The Pov.o<wers, who are the Indian Phyficians as well
as Priefts ; any Perfon inclinable to the Chriftian
Religion, when Tick,
and weak minded, are ufed as we Chriftians of different Sefts of Re
ligion ufe one another, that is, damn them it they <lo not affent to the
Fai'h of rhe Prieft.
—

—

—

,

—

—

—
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feveral of their Tribes, and tranflated 1664 our Bible
and feveral Books of Devotion into the faid Indian Lan
guage ; he relates feveral pertinent natural Queries of the
Indians relating to our Religion. Whether Jesus Christ
the Mediator or Interpreter, could underftand Prayers in
the Indian Language ? How Men could be the Image
of God, fince Images were forbidden in the fecond Com
mandment ? if the Father be nought, and the Child goodv
why fhould God in the fecond Commandment be of
fended with the Child? with many other intricate Ques
tions concerning our Accounts of the Creation and the
Flood, particularly, how the Englifh came to differ fo
much from the Indians in their Knowledge of God and
Jesus Christ, fince they had all at firft but one Father ?
Mr. Elliot was fo much approved of ; that in relation to
the Indians, in the Acts of the General Affembly, the
Acts run thus" by the Advice of faid Magiftrates and
Mr. Elliot travelled into all Parts of the
of Mr. Elliot
and
Plymouth Colonies even fo far as
Maffachufetts
Cod.
Cape
Mr. Mayhem, a noted Englifh Evangelift, f or Itine
"

Miflionary among the Indians, more efpeciaily with
the Indians of Martha's- Vineyard, Nantucket, and Eliza
beth Ifiands ; he learnt the Indian Language,, that he
might be in a Capacity of inftructing the Natives in the
Chriftian Faith ; his Father had a kind of Patent from
Home, as Proprietor and Governor of thefe Iflands.
All our Miffionaries who have endeavoured the Converfion of the Indians, have been guilty of a grand fun
damental Miftake, which if not amended, will forever
render their real Converfion impracticable ; the Clergy
Miffionaries; began by inculcating the moft * abftrufe

rant

and
f
he

In his Voyage to England 165.7, the Veffel foundred
loft.
As it is generally agreed amongft Chriftians, that

at

Sea, and

was
*

Revelations, and
Myfteries or Miracles are ceafed ; Religion is become a rational Af
fair, and ought to be taught in plain intelligible Words. The Baf:s
of
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Myfterious Articles of the Chriftian Religion. Mr.
Mayhew in his Journals, writes, That the Indians declared

and

the

--^—
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1

|

of all
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Myfteries, is, the Belief of the Exiftence of a
Religions
incomprehenfible Being, Director of the Univerfe ; this we
and

fupreme

inveftigate no other Ways but by Reafon : The Trinity ought
be introduced by fome rational obvious Analogies, fuch as : We
offer our Praifes and Prayers to the fupreme Being, called God the
Father : invited and encouraged thereto, from the Confideration of
the divine Clemency and Benevolence, that is, by the Mediation of
God the Son ; with the Affiftance of the Divine Spirit, God the
Holy Ghost ; all three being the Attributes of, or perfonated by
we
one and the fame God, and which
exprefs by three Perfons in
the Godhead : When the Heathens come to undcrftand thefe ExprefTions, they may be impreffed upon them in our ufual myftical
Terms ; but all abftrufe fanatical Formulas and Creeds, fuch as is the
Athanafan Creed ought never to be offer'd to them.
The Catechifms whereby we initiate our Children and the Indian
can

to

Heathen into the Chriftian Religion perhaps require Caftigation.
That of the Church of England in its firft Queftions feems very low
and filly, adapted to a Nurfe and her Child, and may give the Indians

Opinion of our Religion Doctors.
Quejlion. What is your Name ?

-a mean

A. B.
Who gave you this Name ?
Anfwer.
My God Fathers and God Mothers.
That of the Weftminfter Affembly of Divines, immediately enters
into the moft abftrufe Articles of our Religion.
How many Perfons are there in the Godhead ?
What are the Decrees of God i
Who is the Redeemer of God's Elect ?

Anfwer.

,

S£uejlim.

What is effectual Calling ?
Good Works ought inceffantly to be preached to the Indians. Free
Will and Predeftination ought not rafhly to be touched upon, accord
of God, and
ing to our Notions of the Prefcience and Omnifcience
of the Free agency of Mankind which renders them accountable for
their Actions, they are fo much in Contraft, that to reconcile them is
Chriftian or any other Religion.
one of the greateft Myfteries of the
to be brief, and not virbofe, not to meddle
Their lnftrudlion

ought

with the manifold fmall Differences and Controverfies among our Sec
of feveral
taries, becaufe, as the Conceptions, Humours, and Intereft

People

are

variou?,

a

general Comprehenfion

is

impracticable

in Na

are conOnly teach them that all Religions are good whichteach Men
that
are
that
all
Society
;
fiftent with
good,
is,
Religions
Our Attachment to peculiar Ways of Worfhjp, is not
to be good.
0

ture.

from
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the Difficulties of the Chriftian Religion were fuch as the
Indians could not endure -, their Fathers had made fome
Tryal of it, but found it too hard for them, and therefore
quitted it. The fundamental Catholick Articles of our
Religion are fhort, fimple, and eafily underftood by. the
in
meaneft Capacity,
i. To adore one fupreme Being,
his Agency of creating and governing the Univerfe.
2. To Honour our natural Parents, and all Perfons in

political Authority (Parents of the Country)
To love our Neighbours as ourfelves. 4.

us.
3.
To be mer
ciful, even to brute Beafts. Whatever is inconfiftent with
What doth the Lord require of
any of thefe, is Irreligion.
thee, but to do juftly, and to love Mercy, and to walk hum
bly with thy God. The fewer Credenda, or Articles of
over

Light nvithin us ; but is inculcated in our tender flexible Years,
by our Parents, Nurfes, Preceptors, Priefts, and Laws of our Country.
Orthodoxy in Religion is ambulatary; upon a Revolution, the Party
that prevails, is the Orthodox.
All Bigots or uncharitable idle Sectaries are Difturbers of Society,
fuch are the Roman Catholicks, the High flyers of the Church of
England, the Covenanters or Cameronians of the Kirk of Scotland.
Sec.) and their Ringleaders fall under the Inflection of Civil Authority,
and may without any Imputation of Perfecution upon account of Re
ligion, by way of a Salutary Civil Remedy, be fent to a mad Houfe or
Wbrk-Houfe, to bring them to a right Mind.
Some proper Degree of Learning or Literature, adminiftred to the
Indians is requifite, not only to civilize them, bring them to our Lan
guage and Manners, but to- render them lefs fubject to Credulity and
Franticknefs in their Devotions. The Roman- Catholick Tenet of Ig
norance being the Mother of Devotion, is meant only of a
fuperftitious Devotion, not of a
proper decent Mode of Worfhip I do- not
join avowedly with the Free-thinkers, who from the Maxim oifruftra
fit per plura fay, that the intricate Method of our Redemption from
Damnation and hellifh Everlafting Pennances, by the Omnipotent
God, might in a peremptory Manner been done by a Fiat.
Myfteries, are properly Deviations from the ordinary Laws of Na
ture or Providence : Myfteries in moft Schemes of
Religion are uaneceffaty, and too much multiplied : the ftanding Maxim ought to be,
Nee Deus inter/it, nifi dignus vindice nodus. Human Laws and Sanctions
from any

—

can not extend tonumberlefs human Vices and Wickedneffes ; therefore
divine Rewards and Punifhments of a God who knows in Secret

to

be inculcated.

ought

Faith.
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practical Religion •, the lefs in
tricate,
comprehenfive, and confequently not fubinto
Sectaries : All Enthuflaftical or Juggling
ject to fplit
Faith in any Scheme of
more

Id (an in
Schemes of Devotion are a Nufance, the Wh
of
Enthua
but
dramatick
Actor
happy
fignificant Perfon,
know
one another at firft
to
NewLights, pretend
flafm)
Sight as much as if they were of the Order of Free-Mafons.
In former Times, before hired Miffionaries from incor
porate Societies took Place, the Voluntier Provincial
Miffionaries, viz. Mr. Elliot, Mr. Mayhew, &c. of NewEngland, who believed what they taught, were of exem
plary good Lifey and fpared no Fatigue, were of great
Service in civilizing our intermixed Indians, though their
Faith was not ftrong enough to carry them out among
We have
the Tribes of our adjacent Wildernefs Indians.
fcarce any Account to give of the late Miffionaries from
the three feveral Societies now fubfifting for propagating
of Chriftian Knowledge amongft the wild Indians, or
Men of the Woods, as the French call them. The Albany
Church of England Miffionary, fometimes vifits the ad
jacent Tribe of Mohawk Indians of the Iroquois Nation.
The Congregationalift Miffionaries from the New- England
Society in London upon the New-England Frontiers at
Georges, Richmond and Fort-Dummer act only as Chaplains
to thefe fmall Garrifons of ten or a dozen Men each.
Mr. * Brainerd, a late Miflionary upon the Frontiers of
the

*

The Rev. Mr.

Brainerd, a Miffionary from the Scot's Society
upon the Rivers of Delaware and Sefquabanna, was a
true and zealous
Miflionary, giving Allowances for his weak Enthafiaftick turn of Mind. In his printed Book, Philadelphia 1745, con"
"
at a Diftance with my Bible in my
cerning the Indian Converfions,
Hand, I was refolved if poffible, to fpoil their Spirit of Povoovuing, and
prevent their receiving an Anfwer from the Infernal World." In the
Year 1744, he rode about 4,000 Miles to and fro among the Indians,
fometimes five or fix Weeks- together,- without feeing a white
Man ; he had three Houfes of Refidence at Diftances in the Indian
Countries,. Is there any Miflionary from any of the Societies for pro
the Gofpel in
Parts, that has reported the like ?

to the Indians

pagating

foreign

1
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Jerfles and Penfylvania upon the Exhibition of the
Scots Society for propagating Chriftian Knowledge •, feems
to have been the only Minifter who faithfully performed
the Service of an Indian Miffionary.
In all Royal Charters, and proprietary Grants of Colo
nies in Britifh North America,one of the principal Defigns
is faid, to be the Converfion of the Indians by good Inftruc
tion and an exemplary good Life : the Miffionaries from
the Society, do not in the leaft, attempt the Converfion
of the Indians, becaufe it requires Travel, Labour, and
Hardfhips : and the Britifh People in general, inftead of
Chriftian Virtues, teach them European Vices x for Inftance,
by introducing the Ufe of intoxicating Liojiors, for pri
vate Profit, they difpence more
ftrong Liquor than Gofpel
to the Indians •, and thus have deftroy'd, and continue
to deftroy perhaps more Indians, than
formerly the Spa
niards did, by their inhumane and execrable Cruelties,
under the Name of Converfions ; the Spaniards deftroy*d
only their Bodies,we deftroy Body and Mind. Mr. Mayhew
in his Journals writes, That the Indians told him, that
they could not obferve the Benefit of Chriftianity, becaufe she
Englifh Chriftians cheated them of their Lands, &c. and
the Ufe of Books made them more cunning in Cheating.
In
his Indian Itineraries, he defired of Ninicroft Sachem of
the Narraganfet Indians, leave to Preach to his
People ;
Ninicroft bid him go and make the Englifh
good firft, and
Enthufafm in the Roman Catholick Miffionaries is encouraged by
their Church and States ; it prompts them (fpme as Merit, fome as
Pennance) to endure all manner of Hardfhips towards promoting, not
only their Religion, but alfo their Trade and national Intereft with the
Indians. Religious Superftitions, by falling in with the Weak and Enthufiaftick natural Propenfities of Mankind, are very powerful ; but in
Time ought to be rectified, as Reafon
gets the better of thefe human
Infirmities. As ftrong Reafoning is not accommodated to the Bulk
of Mankind, Credulity or Revelation is a more
eafy PofTeffion of the
Mind ; without Revelation a Man is
quite at a lofs, from whence he
came, for what Purpofe he exifts, and where he is to go when he
ceafes to live : There is a ftrong
Propenfity in human Nature to Re
ligion ; fome abandoned Politicians make a wrong Ufe of this, to pro
mote

their wicked

Defigns, Ambitions,

and Interefts.

chid

\
'
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chid Mr. Mayhew ffor hindering him from his Bufinefs and
Labour •, in another Place Mr. Mayhew writes, The Mohog
Indians told him, that they did believe in God, and worfhip

feveral Nations had their diftincl Ways of Wor
had
theirs, which they thought a good Way. The
fhip, they
Indians were entirely wanting in any fet Form of religi
ous devotional Worfhip.
Seeing the Religion Miffionaries neglect the Converfion
of the Indians, and take no further Care than with re
lation to their Sallaries or Livings, and of being ftationed
in the. moft oppulent Towns which have no more Com
munication with the Savage Indians, than the City || of
London has •,.. the refpective Governments upon the
Continent of America ought to contrive fome Method of
civilizing the Indians, which will be attended with many
confiderable Advantages.
1. Our own Tranquility.
2. Our Indian Skin and
Fur Trade ;
3. By rendering
them ferviceable to us in our Agriculture and Navigation ;
thus a too great Importation of Foreigners may be avoid
In Penfylvania has been a vaft Importation of Pala
ed.
tines, Saltfburghers, and other Foreigners •, by a late Letter
from a Gentleman of Philadelphia,^ a Man of Veracity,
Penetration, and Authority in the Province of Penfylvania,
lam informed-, this I publifh with relation to thofe
Gentlemen, who feem inadvertently to infift upon the
introducing of Floods of Foreigners among us :
him,

but

as

•f- This Saying of Ninicroft''s was very applicable to Mr. Wh
Id,
late vagrant dramatick Enthufiaft in North America ; H ly of the
Oratory, fo called in London, an Ecclefiaftical Mountebank ; and fuch
like Impoftors ought to be animadverted upon, they are a Scandal and
Reproach to the Chriftian Religion.
|| As to the Converfion of Indians they make it a Sine-cure, or only
a Name or free Gift, and may be
enjoyed any where to the fame Ad
As an Hiftorian upon the Place of Obferyatian, I could not
vantage.
»void (without Sufpicion of Partiality) reprefenting thefe Mifapplications in a true and proper Light, being a publick Affair ; I do notmed*
die with the perfonal Character of any Miflionary, if the Bifhop's CommifTary has any Authority, it is his Office and Care ; I avoid being
a

—

officious*

That
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That the Germans in all Probability, allowing for Progrefs
of Time, will be poffeffed of the chiefeft and moft valuable
of our Lands •, they by their Indaflry and penurious Way of
living, get Rich where others Starve : The Irifh were

of Sefquahanna River many Tears before
(meaning the high Dutch or Germans) came
wherever they had a good Plantation, the
and
among us,
Dutch bought it from them ; at prefent the Irifh Families
are but here and there on thisfSide of faid River ; they move
to the Weftward of the River ; the Dutch follow them,
and by offering high Prices for their Lands, the Irifh quit,
and go further, the Dutch by the'ir fuperjh-tjnduflry and
j
Frugality may out the Britifh People from*'me Province ; \
This Province by Importation of Foreigners, does at pre\
fent, in fencible Men, very near equal all the Engli/h or
Britifh Militia^ tV Englifh or Britifh Continent of Ameri
ca ; inCafe of a French or Dutch War,thefe Dutch or German
Foreigners by herding or fettling together, retaining and
propagating the Language and Differences in religious'
Worfhip •, upon a Difcontent or Difaffection (better we
never had one foreign Family fettled among us)
may be
come not
a ufelef?, but a
only
pernicious Body.

fettled

this Side

the Dutch

The Miffionaries from the Society in London, for pro
pagating the Gofpel, <&c. call all DifTenters, the Separa
tion : Mr. Hobart, t a late noted Congregational Writer,
fays, this Society and their Miffionaries are Epifcopal Separatifts ; both Sides are notorioufly in the Error. William
George, D. D. Dean of Linco\n,\w his late Sermon "before,
the Society for propagating the Gofpel, &c. fays,
Cir"
cumftances in Worfhip, in their Nature variable, are
"
left to be determined by the Difcretion of thofe, whofe
,e
Bufinefs it is to fee that*// Things be done decently and
"
in Order."

There
•f-

Mr. Hobart (perhaps from Party
and Application, has fallen into

Learning

1'hat thi Church

of England is

a

Prejudice) a Gentleman of
very grofs Miftake, viz.
Separation in New- England. Before
a

the
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There are in Great-Britain three incorporated pious
Societies * for propagating Chriftian Knowledge. I fhall
here give fome Account of them, with relation to the
Britifh North America Settlements.

659, TheParliament of England, encouraged
the Propagation of the Gofpel among the Indians in NewEngland and Parts adjacent •, and enacted a Corporation,
confifting of a Prefident, Treafurer, and 14 Afliftants,
called, The Prefident and Society for propagating the Gof
pel in New-England and Parts adjacent -, that the Com
miflioners for,, the united Colonies of New-England for
the Time being,' fhall have Power to difpofe of faid Mo
nies of the Corporation. By a Collection in Virtue of
an Act of Parliament, in all the Parifhes of England, was
collected a confiderable Sum, which purchafed a confide
rable Land Eftate. Upon the, Refloration, their Charter
was deemed void, and Col. Beddingfield a Roman Catho
lick military Officer, who had fold Lands to this Society,
I. Anno

1

the Union of the two Kingdoms of Great Britain 1707, the Ecclefiaftical Conftitution of the Englifh American Plantations, was {Roman
Catholicks excepted) a general Toleration of all Chriftian Profeffions
without any Preference. In the Treaty for this Union, it was natu
rally agreed by the CommifTioners, and afterwards confirmed in Per
petuity, by Ads of both Parliaments; 'viz.. that the Church of England was to be deemed the eftabliftied Church, with the eftabliftied
Toleration, in all the formerly Engli/b Colonies, by this Expreffion,
and Territories thereto (to England) belonging. I can not account for
the Reverend Mr. Hohart's Lapfe into that Sophiftical School- Boy
Evafion, that the Territories thereto belonging, is meant of the Jerfey
Ifiands only, but not of the Plantations ; the A&of Uniformity, 1558,
I. Etlz. is out of the Queftion, becaufe at that Time we had no Plan
tations, therefore I fhall not adduce it. In the flrict Aft xsf Uniformity
Y\ Carol. II ; there is no Addition of Territories thereto belonging,
(the Jerfey Ifiands, at that Time belonged to England) all the
Charter and Proprietary Grants had a Claufe of a general Liberty
of Confcience [Roman Catholicks excepted) in their Colonies to encou
rage Settlers of all Sectaries ; becaufe an exclufive Uniformity occafions much Diflraftion and Confufion among the good Chriftians of fe
veral Denomi rations, and might have been an Obftru&ion to the

Settlements.
*

See Vol. I. P. 231.

Vol. II.

R
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advifed to feize them as being an illegal Purchafe,
and under Value.
The Members of the
Society folli'cited
K. Charles II. for a new Charter, which they
obtained,
dated February 7. 14 Carol. II ; ordaining that for ever
hereafter, within the Kingdom of England, there fhall be
was

or
Company, for Propagation of the Gofpel in Newand
the Parts adjacent in America: The firft no
England
minated Members were of the higheft Rank and Stati
ons at Court -, their Succeffors to be chofen
by the So
ciety, but never to exceed the Number of 45. In Chan
cery they recovered Mr. Beddingfield's Land.
Robert
Boyle, Efq; was appointed the firft Governor ; upon his
Decezfc, Robert Thompfon was elected •, and upon his Death
Sir William Afhurft of London Alderman.
The prefent
Governor is Sir Samuel Clark Baronet, who fucceeds his
Father Sir Robert Clark Baronet.
The whole Revenue
of the Corporation is £. 500 to £. 600 Sterl.
per Ann. at
prefent they exhibit fmall but well placed Sallaries to fe
veral Miffionaries Englifh and Indians ; and
appoint Com
miflioners in New- England to
manage this Charity.
There was a Benefaftion of the
and

a

Society

Robert

good

honourable

Boyle Efq-, of£. 90
poration ; another of Dr.

Sterl. per Ann. to this Cor
Daniel Williams a
diffenting
Minifter of London ; he left to the
Corporation the Reverfion of a real Eftate
upwards of £. 100 Sterl. per Ann\
which fell to them 1746 ; the Claufeof his Will
concern
ing it is,
"

I give to Mr. Jofeph
Thompfon and the reft of the
Society for New-England, my Eftate in Effex, called
Tolfhant, Becknam Mannor, or by any other Name, which
I bought of Mrs. Hannah Fox, alias
Bradley, with all the
Profits and Advantages,
belonging to me after the Death
of the faid Fox, now Bradley, as
long as the faid Society
or Corporation fhall continue
-, upon
Condition, That
£. 60 per Ann. fhall be allowed between two well qua
lified Perfons, as to Piety and
Prudence, to be nominated
fucceffively by my Truftees, to Preach as Itenerants in

Of Rhode-Island.'
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the Englifh Plantations in the Weft- Indies, and for the
good of what Pagans and Blacks lye neglected there.
And the Remainder to be paid
Yearly to the College
of Cambridge in New England, or fuch as are
ufually imployed to manage the Bleffed Work of converting the
poor Indians there -, to promote which, I defign this Part

of my Gift. But if my Truftees be hindred from nomi
nating the faid Itinerants, under Pretence of any Statute
in New-England, or elfewhereH give the faid
£. 60 per
Ann. to the faid College in New-England, to
encourage
and make them capable to get
conftantly fome learned
ProfeiTor out of Europe to refide there, and fhall be of
their own Nomination, in Concurrence with the Minifters of the Town of Bofton, in the faid New
England.
And if the aforefaid Society or
Corporation fhall hap
pen to be diffolved, or be deprived of their prefent Priviledge ; my Will is, and I hereby give the faid Mannor,
with all the Profits and Advantages, to the faid Town
of Bofton, with the Minifters thereof, to benefit the faid
College, as above, and to promote the Converfion of
the poor Indians ."
II. The State of the Society in Scotland
for propagating
This Society began 1 700 •, by Q.
Anne's Letters Patent 1 709 they were
incorporated : by
Donations at prefent 1750, they are enabled to main
tain 136 Schools, in which are educated above
7,000
Children of both Sexes ; and from its firft Erection to this
Time, it has been the means of inftructing about 50,000
Children of both Sexes. This
Society by a new Patent
1738 are allowed to inftruct their Children in Hufbandry
and Handicrafts.
By their firft Patent they were al
lowed to extend their Care to Places abroad,
particularly
to the Indians on the Borders of New-Tor
k, New Jerfles,
and Penfylvania •, the NewEngland Society were fuppo
fed *to have the
Miflionary Charge of New- England.
They have contributed to a College lately erected in the

Chriftian Knowledge.

—

New-Jerkies.
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June 1 6, 1 70 1. K. William incorporated a So*
ciety
perpetual Succeffion, by the Name of The So
ciety for propagating the Gofpel in foreign Parts, to be ac
countable annually to the Lord high Chancellor, Lord
chief Juftice of the King's Bench, and Lord chief Juftice
of the Common Pleas.
Every Year fome new Members
are admitted, to affift the Society with their
good Counfels andSubfcriptions ; the prefent Members are about 230.
III.

with

The Mifiions with the
Newfoundland

Trinity- Bay
St. John's
School- Mafter

refpective Sallaries
Fairfield

10

550

Simfbury

30

70
60

Marblehead

60

Salem

40

Braintree

60

Scituate

40

Hopkinton

60

New-Hampshire

Portfm.

and

Kittery \

j$

Rhode-Island

Newport, & Catechift
Narraganfet and

80

Norwalh

20

New-Eng.

Itinerant

New York
New- Chefter
School-Matter
New Tork SchoolMafter

Jamaica
Hampflead
Catechift
School- Mafter
New-Rochel

Warwick

1 00

60

School-Matter

10

Oyfter Bay School-

\

Rye
Mafter

60

Brook-haven
Connecticut

Stratford
Catechift

70

School- Mafter

l5

10

Staten Ifland
School- Mafter

New

60

20

'Darby

Providence
School- Mafter

Briftol

Time, are

New London
Groton School
Newtown

'

Newbury

this

50

Massachusetts Bay

Bofton

at

£.

Windfor

70

Rhode-Island.
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£
Albany & Mohawke |

■

■

—

„,

New-Jersey
Elizabeth ^wn
Catechift

7°

Amboy
Burlington

60
60
60
60

North-Carolina
Itinerant N DiftriU
S. Diftricl

50
50

South-Carolina
St. Thomas
St. Andrews
St. Georges
St. Pauls
St. Hellens
St. Johns
St. James
St. Bartholomew
Prince Frederick
Chrift's Church

30
50
30
30
3°
30
30
30
3°
30

f O
IV

Monmouth County
Salem

Shrewfbury

£■

50

School

10

Newark

50

Pensylvania

New-Caftle

70
60
60
60

Lewis

Apaquiminick
Chefier
School- Mafter

10

Oxford
Periquihame
Kent County
Itinerant of Pen
fylvania & Jerfey

60
60

Georgia
Savannah

Bahamas
Providence

1

1

50

1
!

5°

6"o

i'

Sallaries to Miffionaries, Catechifts, School- Matters,
and Officers of the Society, are an annual Expence of
about £. 3540 Sterl •, part of the Fund for fhis, is yearly,
by Benefactions, Legacies, and Entrances (at five Guineas
£. 1600
each) of new Members
600
Subfcribers
of
Yearly Payments
Stocks
the
in
dividends
of
and
Lands
Rents
317
Ten Pounds Sterling in Books are allowed to. each Mif
fionary as a Library •, and five Pounds in -devotional Books
and Tracts to be distributed, fuch as Bibles, CommonPrayers, whole Duty of Man, &c.
This Society have the Direction of two other feparate charitable Funds,

i.

The

Negroe Fund, which

at

126"

^Summary, Historical and Political,

65V.

prefent may amount to £. 3,000 Sterl. principal in
old S. S. Annuities ; their yearly Donations are very inconfiderable. There are two Miffionaries as Catechifts of
at

Negroes, one at New-York £. 50 Sterl. per Ann. another
at Philadelphia at£. 50 Sterl.
2. The Barba
per Ann.
does Eftate, which is appropriated to particular Ufes men
tioned in General Codrington's Will ; fuch as, A Catechift
to the Negroes in the Societies Plantations in Barbadoes,
70 Sterl.

Sundries for a College in Barbadoes called
Codrington's College, a School- Mafter, an Ufher, a Profeffor of Philofophy and Mathematicks, &c.
Towards the new Settlement of Nova-Scotia, the
Society refol veto fend over fix Miffionaries and fix SchoolMafters, to prevent the new Settlers being perverted to
Popery, by the prefent French Popifh Settlers. Our new
Settlers have not the leaftCommunication with the French
Settlers •, and perhaps in the Town of
Hallifax and Gar
rifon, there are no profeffed Papifts to be found ; A
parochial Minifter, with the Chaplains belonging to the
Troops, and the Congregational Minifter from NewEngland for the Ufe of the New-England Emigrants,
may be fufficient.
The Society for
propagating the Gofpel in foreign Parts
is a very good, pious, and moft laudable
Defign ; but
the Execution thereof in
North America is much

£.

britifh

Faulted, f

1.
■■

»

f It

is

Any

1

profane Saying of fome ; He <wbo meddles with the Clergy,
a
Nejl of Wafps or Hornets : but as this Society in
their yearly Abftradts,
requeft that People in America, who upon the
Spot have Opportunities of obferving what relates to the Execution of
this pious Chriftian Exhibition,
may reprefent : As it falls in the Courfe
of this American Hiftory, without
being reckoned officious or piefumI
a

puts his Hand into

ing, may be allowed to make thefe Remarks.
In fhort, the Civi
lizing and Chriftianizing of the Heathens, which with us are the Abori
ginal American Indians, and the importd Negroe Slaves, feems naturally
to be the
principal Care of Miffionaries ; the Quakers obferve, that
good Sallaries called Livings, in a fort of Sinecure, is the principal
—

Concern of the Miffionaries

Heathen,

is too

laborious,

;

Itinerancies and Converfions of the
not anfwer their Intention.

and does

Dr.
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indifferent Man could not avoid imagining,
by propagating the Gofpel in foreign Parts, was
meant, the Converfion of Natives of fuch Parts as the
Royal Charters and Proprietary Grants of our Plantations,
enjoin the Civilizing and Converfion of the Indians by
DoSlrine and Example. It is aftonifhing to hear fome of
thefe Miffionaries and their Friends, indifcreetly affirm,
that this was no Part of the Defign, becaufe not expreffed
in ftrong Terms in their Charter.
King William
the Granter of the Charter, can not be imagined to have
meant, that the Expulfion or elbowing out fober Orthodox
Diffenters was the principal Intention thereof, though at
prefent, their chief Practice ; there is not one Miflionary
1.

Any

that

(the Albany and

Mohawk Miflionary excepted) that takes
Notice
of the Indians -, the Society, fenfible of
leaft
the
this Neglect, in their lateft Million, that of Mr. Price for
Hopkinton about 30 Miles inland from Bofton, he is parti
cularly inftructed, to endeavour the Propagation of the
Chriftian Religion among the neighbouring Indians.
The Practice of the prefent Miffionaries, is to obtain
a Miffion to our moft civilized and richeft Towns where
are no Indians, no want of an Orthodox Chriftian
Miniftry,

Life Bifhop of St. Afaph, in his Sermon February 1 9, 1 747,8
Society, fpeaking of Romifh Portugal Miffionaries in Afia.
from a Society, called de propaganda fide, fays,
They fettle them
felves in Nations which are Chriftians already, and under Pretence of
converting the Infidels, which are among them ; their chief Bufinefs
feems to be, the perverting of Chriftians themfelves from their anci
N. B. No Prefbyterian or Conent Faith, and to draw them over."
could
have
wrote in ftronger Terms, with regard to our
gregationalijl
P Dr.

before the

"

Miffionaries.— As to the Converfion of the Indians not being
their Care ; we find it not fo underftood in the excellent Sermons
preached before the Society from Time to Time ; in many of their
Anniverfary Sermons, the Preacher fays, that the diredl Aim of the
Society, is the Propagation of Chriftianity abroad, among the Barba
In fuch Parts of the World, as have not
rous Nations of America.
yet been eulightned by the Gofpel, or are in Danger of having this

prefent

—

Light extinguifhed.

In the Charter from the Parliament of England 1659, The firft
Prefident of the Corporation was Judge Steel, and the firft Treafurer
was Mr. Henry Afturjl, which fhould have been mentioned before.

and
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and no Roman Catholicks, the three principal Intentions
of their Million : they feem abfurdly to value themfelves
upon the Diverfion (I do not fay Perverfion) of the Prefbyterians and Congregationalifts : All Men have a laudable
.Veneration for the Religion of their Anceftors, and the
Prejudices of Education are hardly to be overcome,
Why then fhould a Perfon who peaceably follows the
Orthodox allowed or tolerated Way of his Forefathers,
be over-perfuaded to relinquifh it, confidering that by an
interceeding Wavering, the Man may be overfet and fink
into Infidelity ? They feem to value themfelves more upon
this, than upon the Converfion of a Heathen to our Civil
national Intereft, and to Chriftianity, or the Reformation
of a Roman Catholick, as is much wanted in Maryland ; or
preferving the Britifh Extract from running into Infide
lity, as in North-Carolina.
2. In their Charter it is faid, That in feveral of the
Colonies and Factories beyond the Seas, the Provifion is
very mean in fome, and in many others none at all for the
Maintenance of Orthodox Minifters ; therefore the Soci
ety is eftabliftied for the Management of fuch Charities
So it is, their Miffi
as fhall be received for this Ufe.
onaries are not ftationed in fuch poor out Towns, but in
*he moft oppulent, beft Civilized and Chriftian Towns of
the Provinces •, that is in all the Metropolis Towns of the
Colonies, and other rich and flourifhing Towns, well
able to fupport, and in fail do fupport Orthodox Mi
nifters.
In all our Colonies {Rhode- Ifland excepted) there is a paro
chial Provifion for an OrthodoxGofptl Miniftry : Dr. Bray,
a very zealous Promoter of this Society, writes, That in
the Colonies of Maffachufetts and Connetlicut, there was no
need at all of Miffionaries.
In the latter Years of Queen Anne's Adminiftration,
perhaps, the Defign of this Charity was perverted from
the original Defign of converting the Heathens,
preferving
of Religion among our out Plantations, not able 10 main
tain a Gofpel Miniftry, and preventing a Popijh Influence :
it
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Defign of withdrawing the tolerated
to a
Conformity with the Cthen)
fober religious Diffenters
*
a Manuduilion to
High Church-,
Popery, and the In
troduction of a Popifh Pretender to the Crown : but as
by the happy Succeffion of the prefent Proteftant Family,
was

to a

all hopes of this Kind are vanifhed ; it is in vain and
will anfwer no End, for any Party of Men to foment
Divifions among good Chriftians. I have a very great
Regard for all good Minifters of the Chriftian Gofpel, and
have no private or particular Refentment againft any

Miffionary \ but as an impartial Hiftorian, I could not
avoid relating Matters of Fact for the Information of Per
fons concerned, who by Reafon of Diftance and other
Bufinefs, can not be otherways informed.
In the Charter, the Propagation of the Church of
England is not mentioned -, the Expreffions are general. +
An Orthodox Clergy,
Propagation of the Chriftian
or
in
Religion
foreign Parts." therefore the
Gofpel
to
be
Men
Miffionaries ought
of Moderation, that is of
and
Benevolence,
confidering alfo that
general Charity
many Diffenters have contributed to this Charity, and
are worthy Members of the Society.
Fiery Zealots || are a
"

—

"

Detriment

to

the

Defign

of the

Society.
By

*

Whigs

and Tories

or

High

Church

were only DiverfiGovernment of the

originally

ties of Sentiments concerning the Hierarchy
Church : afterwards by defigning Men, they

or

were ufed to Influence
Affairs ; the Popifh" and Jacobitly inclined ranged themfelves
with the Tories or High-Church ; the true Proteftant fober moderate
Revolutioners, jealous of a French Influence, were called Whigs.
f Becaufe at that Time all Orthodox Proteftant Ways of Worfhip,
were
equally Tolerated. In their Abftrafl ptrblifned Feb. 1749,50.
p. 43. concerning Connetlicut, (it is the fame in all the Charter and
*•
that by Charter there
Proprietary Grants of Colonies) it is faid,
is a general Toleration of Chriftians of all Denominations, except
Papifis, without an Eftablifhment of any one fort."
|| Zealots of all Denominations, as it is obferved, if among the

political

common

People,

are

of the meaneft

Knowledge,

that

is, they

are

the weakefl of Men, and the weaker Sex or Women in general ; if
among Politicians, they are of the deepeft wicked Defigns. I can
not avoid inftancing the Adminiftration in the laft Years of Queen
S
Anne's
Vol. II.

snd
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By grofs Impofitions upon the worthy and laudable
Society, their Charity and Chriftian Benevolence is egregioufly perverted. I fhall mention a few Inftances. i.
In the large and not well civilized Province of NorthCarolina, that Country being poor and unhealthful, Mif
fionaries were not fond of being fent thither, though for
many Years they had no Gofpel Minifter of any Deno
mination amongft them, and did degenerate apace to
wards Heathenifm || ; when at the fame Time the well
Civilized and Chriftianized Colonies of New England were
creudedmth Miffionaries. Lately two Miffionaries (no
Anne's Reign, they palled an Aft for Building fifty additional Churches
In all Countries where Liberty of Confcience is amicably
in London.

tolerated (that is without an Idle Curfing and Damning, from their Pul
pits, all tolerated Diffenters,) the eftabliftied Church will filently and
gradually fwallow up all Se&aries, the young People or riling Gene
ration will chufe to be in the fafhionable or eftabliftied Way ; their
Elders, ambitious of Pofis and Honours, will conform ; this is a natural
Converfion to the Church eftabliftied. Many Miffionaries fettled among
fober Orthodox Diffenters, by their immoderate indifcreet Zeal for
their own Way ; inftead of fmoothing by brotherly Love ; by a Dia
bolical Rancour eftrange them from the eftabliftied Church : I gave
one Inftance of this, Vol. I. p. 228.
concerning a Miflionary advancing
the Invalidity of all Baptifms adminiftred by Perfons not
Epifcopally
ordained. I fhall here adduce another Inftance, from a Miflionary fome

Years fince, occafionally preaching in the King's Chapel of Bofton, faid,
that he would rather chufe to Err with the Church as it was 200 Years
ago (Times of High Popery) than &c ; in a fubfequent Sermon by the
ingenious and worthy Mr. Harris, King's Chaplain, he was Chaftiz'd.
|| Not many Years fince, fome loofe Clergymen of the neighbouring
Province of Virginia, at Times, in a Frolick, made a Tour in
North Carolina, and chriftened People of all Ages at
per Head,
and made a profitable Trip of it, as they exprefled.
Mr. Hall, lately appointed Miflionary for the North Diftridl writes,
that Anno 1749, he*Baptized 1282 Perfons.
Mr. Moir of the South
Diftritt, can not give an exa£l Account of all the Perfons he hath Bap
tized in his Journies, for want of a Perfon to count them (See Abftradl
for 1749, p. 48.) who have, he thinks, fometimes amounted to more
than too Perfons in one Day. Thefe two Miffionaries were with
fome Difficulty obtained by the Solicitation of the prefent Governor
of North Carolina ; he wrote, " That they had no Miniftersor Teach
ers of any Denomination, and without fome due Care be
the

very

Footfteps

of

taken,

Religion

will in

a

fhort Time be

wore out

there.

more)
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more) have been fent to North-Carolina ; One to Itinerate
South Side of Neufe River, the other North Side of that
River. 2. One Claufe in their Charter is " for the In41
ftruclion of thofe who are in Danger of being perverted
■*
by Roman Priefts and Jefuits to their Superftition •,"
this is in no Refpeffc the Cafe in the Colonies of NewEngland, the moft crouded with thefe Miffionaries.
Maryland is our only Continent Colony, affected with
Popery, and where the Parochial Minifters feem not to
attend their Converfion or Reformation •, thus the Pa-

pifts and Difloyalare indulged or overlookt, and one would
imagine that the principal Defign has been to pervert
the Proteftant loyal Diffenters, confidering that the Miffi
onaries with the largeft Sallaries are generally ftationed
in the very Loyal, the beft Civilized and moft oppulent
Towns of the Colonies, who are well able and in fail do
fufficiently fupport a Proteftant Orthodox Gofpel Miniftry.
I fhall only inftance the Town of Bofton, the Place of my
Refidence, the Metropolis of all the Britifh American Co
lonies ; in Bofton are many Congregations of fober good
Orthodox Chriftians of feveral Denominations, particularly
two Congregations of the Church of England, their
Rectors very

good Men and well endowed by their refpective Congregations, befides a King's Chaplain, f*
called, with a Sallary of £ 100 Sterl. per Ann. from
Great- Britain ; a Superbe coftly Church equal to many *
Cathederals,
.

*
ExtraS from the Bojion Independent Advertsfer, No. 85.
Laft Friday being the nth Day of Auguft 1749, the N. E. Corner
Stone of the King's Chapel in this Town, now re- building, was Confecrated and laid with great Ecclefiaftical Pomp and Solemnity, and
at about 1 1 the Progeffion began from the Province Houfe.
Firft,
r at
his Right
His Ex 1 cy our Go
or with the Rev. Mr. C
—

—

—

—

Hand and the Rev. Mr. Br k ell at his Left Hand preceeded, then
the Church Wardens, and Veftry, followed by about twenty five
Couple of the principal Friends of the Church ; when the Proceffios
I cy, fupported by two Chaplains,
came to the Church- Yard, his Ex
defcended the Trench where the Stone which was dedicated to GOD,
oc
On this Stone the Go
was laying at the North-Eaft Corner.
knocked three or four Times with a Mafon's Trowel, (juft the Number
—

—

—

—

—

of
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Cathedrals, is now a Building by the Church of England
Men : yet, notwithftanding, this moft excellent and lau
dable Charity is mifapplied * by ftationing in Bofton a fuperfluous Miffionary at the Charge of £. 70 Sterl per
Ann. befides the Allowance from his Congregation.
The Bifhop of St. David's in his Sermon before the
of Raps Arch- Bifhop Laud gave to the Door of St. Catharine's Creed
Church at his memorable Confecration of it) fome devout Exprefliont
The Go
were then dropt by the Chaplain.
or then ajcendti the
Ladder ivitb the two Clergymen ; and this Part of the Ceremony being
ended, his Ex 1 cy and the reft of the Company in the fame Manner
they walk'd from the Province- Houfe, enter 'd the King's Chappel,
where was a Sermon very properly adapted to fuch an Occafion, deli
vered by the Rev. Mr. C r from the 2d Chapter of Nehemiah and
the 20th Verfe, thofe Words of the Verfe, The God of Heaven, he
•will proffer us, therefore tve bis Servants, villi arife and build
The
But you have no Portion, nor
Words that follow the Text are
Right,
nor Memorial in Jerufalem.
A Hymn of Praife concluded the Solem
nity The Latin Infcription upon the Corner Stone is as follows,
—

—

—

—

—

—

Quod felix faujlumq; Jit

Ecclefia?

et Reipublica
Lapidem DEO facrum,
Region Capellar
Apud Boftonium Maffachufettenjium
Refaurata atque aucla fundamentum
Pofuit, Gulielmus Shirley ;

Hunc

4

Provincial

Auguft
Some Zoilus in

Poet Mr. Pope.

11

mo

Prafcdus
Anno Salutis

Contraft, has adduced

1749.
a

Couplet from

our

Englifh

Who builds a Church to God, and not to Fame,
Will never mark the Marble nvitb bis Name.
*

I do
laft

Well may the Society complain of their Funds being infufficient.
not fay,that fuch Mifapplications may in Par»be the
Occafion,that

Year, the Benefadlions and Legacies amounted to no more than
731 Sterl. whereas formerly they amounted from 2000 tOj£. 3000
Sterl. per Ann. even in Years where they had no Royal
Briefs ; if the
Number of Miffionaries are leflened,fee Abftraft of 1749, and
properly
ftationed, there will be no Reafon for Complaint ; I heartily wifh this
on
and
and
not be
good Society may go
Profper,
impofed upon by
their Miffionaries ; it is not at prefent Rich
to beftow Sine

£.

Cures.

enough

Society
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1 749,50, in a few Words
expreffes the
of the Society, " an Opportunity is
pre
fented both among the plain and fimple Indians, and
an utter Extinction
among the unhappy Negro Slaves
(meaning in North Carolina) of Chriftianity was no ab-

Society in Feb.
original Defign

—

furd

or

groundlefs Apprehenfion. f

Connetlicut

f Confidering the flow Advances which the Proteftant Religion, and
Spirit of Indujiry had made among the common People of Ireland,
and Parochial Minifters or Clregy not
anfwering ; by Charter Feb. 6.
173 1, a Society was incorporated for erecting Proteftant working Schools
a

in feveral Parts of Ireland, the Popifh Children to be
kept apart from
their Popifh Parents, and fubfifted in Victuals and
Cloathing : not to
be admitted under 6 JSt. or above 10 AEt. from 173 1 to 1748 have
been admitted 885 Children, whereof 509 have been apprenticed.
In Purfuance of this Charity, 1749 the Schools already opened were
30, in Building 1 1 ; more projected 3. The annual Expence of main
taining near 900 Children their prefent Compliment, including Sala
ries to Mafters, Miftrefles, and other incident Charges, is only
£. 4,435
Sterl. which effectually refcues fo many of the rifing Generation from
Beggary, and Popery our Civil as well as Religious Locuft or Cater
pillar, confequently is an Acceffion to the Proteftant Intereft, and of
Wealth to the Nation Dy their being fkilled, and habituated to Labour.
The annual Benefactions towards the Reading and Working Schools
of the two incorporated Societies of Scotland and Ireland grow very
faft ; the prefent Members of the Irijb Society are about 900, the
laft Abftratt (for 1 749) of the Society for propagating the Gofpel in
foreign Parts, hints, that they muft be obliged to withdraw fome of
their Miffionaries, if their Charity does not take a better Turn ; the
Reafon is natural, the good Effects of the Charity for Working Schools
is confpicuous, that for Miffionaries is not fo ; this will more and more
difpofe People of a charitable Spirit, to vent their Charities rather
This fort of a Society de propaganda
upon Schools than upon Miffions.
Fide, has at prefent upwards of 70 Miffions (including Catechifts and
School -Mafters) in North America, and is of about 50 Years Growth;
if it produce any Fruit it will be of the Tardif Kind, and perhaps not
profitable ; their Accounts fent to the Society generally mention only
the Numbers by them Baptized and admitted to the Lord's Supper ;
which if adminiflred by any Orthodox Minifter is equally valid in the
Opinion of the Sober and Moderate of the Church of England ;
they do not enumerate the Indians by them converted, the Roman
Catholicks brought over to the Proteftant Religion, Mtthodifts or
Enthufiafts reduced to a fober Mind, and the like, as if thefe were not
in the Defign of their Miffion ; their chief Cure or Care <eems to be
a
good eafy living, and the occafiojiing of Divifions and Strife among

tolerated Diffenters (I ufe the

JLxpxsfcon tolerated Diffenters,) becaufe by
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Connetlicut, a fmall Colony, the moft prudent and induftrious of all our Colonies, in which are no wafte
Lands remaining, fupplied with Orthodox Minifters well
qualified and well paid ; from Mifreprefentations of
neighbouring Miffionaries, are crowded with the greateft
Numbers of Miffionaries in Proportion to their Extent 5
and in the Society's laft Abftraftare accufed of a perse
cuting Spirit, becaufe three or four mean Perfons
were profecuted according to Law, for not paying their
Townfhip Rates, in which might have been included
their Proportion towards the fupporting of a Gofpel Mi
niftry as endowed by a legal Town-Meeting. So far is
New-England at prefent from a perfecuting Spirit,
that in the Provinces of Maffachufetts and Connetlicut,
upon a Reprefentation Home of this Nature, there were
Adts of Affembly made " That all fuch profeffed Mem"
bers of the Church of England, fhall be entirely excufed
*'
from paying any Taxes towards the Settlement of any
■

'

——

—

9
Aft of Union the Church of England is beyond Difpute the eftabliftied
Way ; in the publifhed Opinion of this Society, there is no exclusive
Preference (as in Mercantile Affairs, there are Exclufive and not
Exclufive Charters) and the withdrawing of wild Youth, from the Or
thodox tolerated Way of their Fore fathers, to a more fafhionable and
lefs rigorous Way occafions Divifions and Difaffedtions in Fa
milies : Upon the Deceafe of a Congregationalift Incumbent, in a new
Choice, fome in their Nature and Humours do not Concur, and in Reientment, perhaps by the Advice of a Miffionary, go over to the
Church of England.
I fhall here by way of Amufement, intimate, that if this Society
were to relinquifh their prefent Charter, and be favoured with a new
Charter, for propagating of Chriftian Knowledge, Working Schools,
and other Articles of Induftry : to each School there may be a Miffi
onary Catechift, in Church of England Orders, of Moderation, and
qualified in their Working as well as Devotional Bufinefs ; one or two
Acres for the Site of the School, Lodgings, and other Conyeniencies ;
and fome adjacent fmall Farm hired at an eafy and long Leafe, for the
Improvement of the Boys in Hufbandry, and for the Profit of the
School : the Children to be inftrudled in the Principles of the Chri
stian reformed Religion, Reading, Writing, Arithmatick, Hufbandry,
and Manufactures or Handicrafts. In Ireland, in fome Schools the
Mafter has the Profit of the Land or Farm cultivated by the Boys, in
Liea of his Sallary, and 40/. per Ann. for the fupport of each Child.
"

Minifter

-
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Minifter or building any Meeting-Houfe," that the
Taxes of Perfons attending the Church of England, be
paid to their Church of England Minifter. By A&s 1728
and 1729, Anabapti/ls and Quakers are exempted from
paying to the Parifh or Townfhip Miniftry. I never
heard of any perfecuting Spirit in Connetlicut, in this
they are egregioufly afperfed ; it is true, that a few Years
fince they made fome Acts againft fome frantick Preach'
ers and Exhorters, called Methodifts, intruding (without
Confent) into the Pulpits of eftabliftied Minifters. In
Bofton of Maffachufetts May 25. 1743, at an annual vo
luntary friendly Convention of the Congregational Mini
fters of the Province, they entred and afterwards Printed
their Teftimony againft the Methodifts, i.for their Er
2. fol
rors in Doftrine, Antinomial and Familiftical.
lowing Impulfes of a diftempered Imagination, rather than
the written Word of our Bible. 3. Allowing Perfons of
no Learning or Difcretion to pray and teach in Publick.
4. Intruding into the Pulpits of fettled Minifters, endea
vouring to withdraw the AffecYions of People from their
good and orderly Minifters. 5. Ordaining Minifters at
large without any Parochial Charge. 6. Endeavouring
to Excite in their weak Hearers, ungoverned Paffions,
Extacies, and unfeemly Behaviour acting like Bachantes.
7. By calling poor People (whofe Time is their only
Eftate) unfeafonably from their Bufinefs and Labour,
of Idlenefs and Vagrancy.
I cannot
to a habit
Miffionaries
were very ftrenuous
the
that
againft
fay,
thefe Irregularities with much Impropriety called
Methodism, becaufe they might find fome Intereft in
Separations amongft the diffenting Orthodox People, di
vide et impera : I find in feveral Accounts of fome Mif
fionaries fent Home from Time to Time, to the Society,
(perhaps that they may have fome Pretext of doing Bu
finefs) Complaints of Infidelity and Methodifm, prevailing
in their Diftricts, at the fame Time here upon the Spot,
we are not much fenfible of their reclaiming the one, or
their oppofing the other by Word or Writing.
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I muft again obferve, that there was not any Pretext
For fending Miffionaries into the Province of Maffachu
fetts Bay of New England : they had a well regulated and
well provided for Orthodox Clergy, as appears by the Laws
or Acts of
Affembly Anno 1692, the firft Year of the
New
Charter ; The Quarter Seffions are to take
prefent
that
no
Town be deftitute of a Minifter, that there
Care,
be a .fuitable Provifion for a Minifter, and that any Per
fon to be ordained, fhall be recommended by three or
ordained Minifters.
The Miffionaries from the
more
de
of
Rome, are inftructed to en
Society
propaganda fide
deavour to convert the Infidel and Heretical Parts of the
World ; Our Miffionaries can not with any Propriety or
Face, efteem the Orthodox tolerated Clergy of New-En
gland, as Hereticks ; becaufe in the publifhed Opinion
of the Society, in our Plantations all Orthodox Clergy
are upon the fame Footing, that is, no Preference as to
the Exercife or Practical Part of their Devotions ; fee
the Society's Abftract in February 1749,50. To juftle
People from one Mode of Chriftianity to another may
produce Free-thinking and Libertinifm, where there are no
effentiai Differences in Doctrine, but only in the variable
Veftiments and Modes of Worfhip.
Some of the Miffionaries in their Accounts fent Home,
value themfelves upon the bringing over fome People to
the Obfervance of the Feftivals of the Church of En
gland : thefe licenced Idle frolicking Days are a Nuifance,
in fettling of new Plantations, which require fix labouring
Days (in the Exprefs Injunction of our fourth Command
ment) in the Week. The laft Account of the Charter
Proteftant Working Schools in Ireland, well obferves,
"
that the Progrefs of thefe Schools, in its natural Courfe,
muft gradually abolifh the great Number of Popijh
Holy Days, by Means of which fome hundred thoufand
Working Hands are kept Idle, the Labour and Profit of
them loft to the Publick— p. 41. This Damage is
an
aftonifhing Drawback from the Wealth and Strength
of the Nation."
I
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I fhall conclude tnis Miffionary Article with a few
Oblervations. It is a lamentable Affair, that fcarce any
of our publick Charity Charters, are fo contrived as to

prevent

Mifapplications.

I. The Scheme propofed, Vol. II. p. 134. was the
converting of the prefent Idle Miffions into County working
Schools, with a Church of England Miffionary Catechift of
Moderation, qualified in the working as well as devotional
Articles : thus the Charge of our prefent 70 Miffionaries
will maintain and * educate about one thoufand working
Children •, if the prefent Miffions are continued, may the
Miffionaries be under the Infpection and Direction of a
Committee of fuch Members of the Society as refide in
America, or under a Miffionary General, or under the
Superintendency of the Suffragan Bifhop, when fuch is ap
pointed for Britifh North-America ; that the Miffions
may be ambulatory, that is f removable to Places where
they are moft wanted.
II.
*
The Projeft of initiating White and Indian Children into this
Mode of the Church of England by Church of England working
Schools, Quo femel eft imbuta recens, would be more effectual than
the prefent Miflionary Method ; the bringing over of Adults is more
difficult, and when brought over they foon die, and their Influence is
loft ; in the incorporated charitable Societies of Scotland and Ireland,
they only regard the riling Generation, where without any ftrained
Allegory it may be called the foiling of the Seeds of Chriftianity,
Loyalty, and Induftry. The former too large Charity Endowments to
Idle Clergy Miflions, to Colleges, and to Charity Schools require to
be qualified and reformed ; that of working Schools has lately been
attended with great Succefs and Benefit to the Countries ; that is,
Reading and Writing being acquired, the Boys are fent to Sea, to
Hufbandry, and other laborious Trades ; the Girls to Spinning and
other Services with fome peculiar Reftriftions. Sir Richard Cox in a
"
numerous
late Piece concerning the Linnen Manufacture, Writes,
"
Holy days are the Bane of all Induftry, and the Ruin of every Coun"
try where they are permitted : and indeed there are too many
«*
allowed by Law."
f This Method has had a good Effeft in Scotland. In Scotland the
Pope has two Vicars Apoftolical, one for the Lowlands, and the other
in
T
Vol. If.
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II. If the prefent incumbent Miffionaries are indulged
with their Livings or Salaries for their own natural Life ;
upon their Deceafe the refpective Miffions may ceafe (as
a Miffion is no Inheritance, it is no Hardfhip upon their
Families ) and be canton'd along our Inland Frontiers
to keep Morality and Chriftianity among the poor new
Settlers, and to cbnvert the neighbouring Indians to Ci
vility and fome of our Orthodox Profeffions of Religion. *
III. As this is formed with the Defign of a very extenfive Charity, the fupporting,of Learned and Orthodox
Minifters or Teachers, without being confined to the
Mode of the Church of England ; why may not this
Charity be extended to Minifters of any Orthodox Perfwafion, who will declare themfelves willing to ferve a
Miffion among the Indians, as alfo to the Orthodox Mi
nifters of the poor out Towns ? At prefent, it is con
fined towards promoting of Uniformity to the
Difcipline
and Worfhip of the Church of England ; not
among the
Heathen who never heard of Chriftianity, nor in
poor
out Townfhips, but among the
Sober-minded, Chriftian
only educated, and loyally tolerated Proteftant Diffenters, in
the moft opulent and beft civilized
Townfhips. A
ftrict exclufive Uniformity (a few Lutherans
excepted) is
practifed only in Popifh Sovereignties.
IV. Though the Members at prefent are about
230,
any feven Members with the Prefident or a Vice-Prefix
with many inferior Miffionaries ; Anno
1740, thefe
Miffionaries were twenty five. Anno
1747, they
away
eleven ; the Prefbyterian Scots Itinerant Miffionaries are well

in the

Highlands,

dwindled'

Popifh
to

fifted

fub-

many large Benefaaions and Subfcriptions, the King allows
£. * iooo Sterl. per Ann.
Our young Miffionaries may procure a
perpetual Alliance and
Commercial Advantages with the Indians, which the Roman

by

Clergy

can not

do, becaufe they

Catholick

are

forbid

to

marry ; I mean our
of the Sachems, and

Miffionaries may intermarry with the Daughters
other confiderable Indians, and thei»
Progeny will for
tain Cement between us and the Indians.

ever

be

a cer

dene
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dent may do Bufinefs ; thus four or five Zealots, fuch as
the High-church, or Friends to a foUiciting Perfon, may at
Pleafure pervert this Charity ; this perhaps has been
the Cafe for fome Years, in appointing fo many Idle
Miffions, and many who inftead of promoting Charity (the
Nexus of Humane Society) that is Love among Neigh
bours ; as Bigots or Religionifts, they act the re verfe.
V. The Miffionaries in their Accounts fent to the
Society, ought to keep ftrictly to the Truth, and not impofe upon the World •, I fhall mention two or three
fnftances. 1. The Story of the regular Difcipline of
Catechumens White and Black in New York, is not known
here, though in the Neighbourhood. 2. A Chriftian
Congregation of more than 500 Mohawk Indians -, the
whole Tribe does not exceed 1 60 Men living in a difperfed || Manner. 3. A Spirit of Perfecution now in
the Colony of Connetlicut ; whereas there are fundry
Laws * of many Years ftanding in that Colony, ex
empting Church of England, Anabaptifts and Quakers
from contributing towards building of Townfhip Meet
ing- Houfes, and from the fupport of Townfhip Congre
gational Minifters.
VI. As the Society complain of the Infufficiency of
their Funds certain and cafual, to keep up the Salaries of
their too much multiplied Miffionaries ; they are become
more circumfpeft and frugal, and inftead of a full Liv
ing or Miffion, confidering that they confine their Miffion
to one Parifh, they only make a fmall Addition of 20 to
£. 30 SterL in the S. W. Parts of Connetlicut Colony ;
the Miffions in South Carolina are reduced from £. 50 to
£. 30 Sterl. per Ann and perhaps in all large Sallary
Miffions, without any Injury done to the Incumbent, a
Deduction may be made equal to the Allowance from the

|] i nis itkmbles 'he legendary Story of St Francis, at one Time
converting fciin. Thousands of People in a Defart
*
Sec the laft Edition of ConneQicut Law-Book, p '69, 170, 171.

Congregation:
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: this will be a confiderable Saving, and as
the Parifhes or Townfhips grow, their Allowance will
efface the Miffionary Allowance ; this will be a total
Saving, and naturally anfwers that of the Defign of the
Charity to affift thefe Places that are not able to fubfift

Congregation

a

Gofpel Miniftry. -}-

I am now got into a Maze or "Labyrinth ; to clafs the
various Sectaries in Religious Affairs, is an intricate La
bour : the New-England Synod Anno 1637 condemned
I muft in general obferve, that, 1. As to
82 Errors.
the fearing or rather loving of God, the beft Evidence
2. What is
is the working of Righteoufnefs.
generally
called Confcience, is private Opinion.
3. They who
have no Remorfe of Confcience, who do not believe in
future Rewards and Punifhments, and who do not pro
vide for their Houfholds or Pofterity, are Infidels,or worfe
than Infidels. 4. They who affert that the Church is
independant of the Civil Power, and Juftification by
Faith without good Works -, fuch Belief is worfe than no
Religion, being inconfiftent with Political Society.
In concluding this Article of Miffionaries, I muft ob
ferve, that if what I have wrote is difagreeable to fome,
it is not from any perfonal Refentment ; feveral of the
Miffionaries are my friendly Acquaintances ; but Amicus
Amicus
fed magis Arnica Veritas. The original
of
this
Defign
Society,was moft Humane and Pious •, more
than 120,000 Bibles, Common Prayers, and other Books
of Devotion, with an incredible Quantity of pious fmall
Tracts have been difperfed in foreign Parts* They are
by Charter allowed to purchafe real Eftate to the Value
of £. 2000 Sterl. per Ann. and other Eftate to any Value :
to meet once a Month to tranfact Bufinefs, or oftner if
need be ; but no Act to be valid, unlefs the Majority
—

f

Can

not able to fupport a
Gofpel Miniftry ?
which by Eftimation the Church of England
may coft, is fufficient to maintain half a dozen Church

Bofton,

v.

the Intereft of the
now a

of

building

g. be

faid,

Money,

England Rettors

at a

comfortable Allowance.

O?
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of feven Members (a Quorum) with the Prefident or a
Vice- Prefident concur. There is a Circumftance, which
has

always been attended to by the Society •, appoint
of Miffionaries, faulted as to Morality, Benevolence,
and Moderation, called Highflyers, younger Sifters of
not

ing

Popery.
I fhall clafs the Religion Opinions which have appeared
Colonies under three general Heads, the meerly
fpeculative, the antiquated obfolete or out of Fafhion Opi
nions, and the Profeffions or Sectaries which at prefent
fubfift and are likely to continue.

in

our

1;

in

a

Speculative private Opinions

are

of

no

Confequence

State, until the Opinionifts form themfelves into
I fhall enumerate a few.
afiert that the Laws of Mofes are

feparate large Society Meetings ;
The Antinomians

*

vacated,
*

See Vol. I. p. 444.
This Error was become obfolete, and remained only with a very few
ignorant or vicious People until lately broached here by the vagrant
Mr. W
Id, an infignificant Perfon, of no general Learning, void
of common Prudence ; his Journals are a Rapfady of Scripture Texts,
and of his own cant Expreffions ; in his Epiftle to the Inhabitants of
"
Maryland he writes,
confidering what Ufage your Slaves commonly
meet with, I wondered they did not put an End to their own Lives or
yours, rather than bear fuchUfage ;" thus in a moft execrable Manner
he might have promoted Felo de fe among the Slaves, and Infurrections againft their Mafters ; the two great Inconveniencies which our
Plantations are expofed to. I never could account (perhaps it was
only frantick, and not to be accounted) for his repeated Vagrancies,
or {trolling over England, Scotland, Ireland, and our American Colonies:
He was no Popifh Miffionary, becaufe being young, he never had
the Opportunities of being abroad in Popifh Seminaries or Conven
tuals. He was no Itinerant Miffionary ( for fome fhort Time he had
a Miffion for Georgia) of our
Society for propagating the Gofpel in
foreign Parts ; becaufe when he effectually acled one Part towards
an Uniformity to the Church of England, by
occafioning Separations
and Animofities among the Orthodox Diffenters, at the fame Time he
found much Fault with the prefent Conftitution of the Church of En
gland : He was no Minifterial or Court Tool, as was the famous Sacbeverel in the Jacobite Part of Queen Anne's Reign, becaufe the Go
vernment at prefent have no Occafion for fuch : He did not travel as
a

Naturalift

or as an

Hiflorian for

Obfervation, by the Perquifites

of

Preaching
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as
being only temporary and local, that is national
Municipal, therefore not obligatory with Chriftian Na
tions ; that good Works do not forward, nor bad Works

vacated,
or

hinder Salvation.
In general, People ought to entertain a laudable re
ligious Charity towards one another, feeing they worfhip
the fame God, though in different Modes :
particularly^
to make Veftiments and other
fanciful ecclefiaftical Deco
rations a Matter of Controverfy, is very
abfurd ; f fuch
indifferent trivial Circumftances may be
adapted to the
'Tafle of the Vulgar ; the Greek and Armenian Churches
in the Levant preferve the Mode of their
Religion by
Pageantries. The Jews had a Suberbe magnificent Tem
ple, a numerous Train of gaudy Officers, very expenfive
Sacrifices.
Simplicity and Frugality in all Affairs of Life
is at prefent thought to be moft natural, and is
generally
practifed, even in Religion thefe Things have fuffered
fucceffive Reformations •, the Church of
England is lefs
expenfive than that of Rome, the three licenfed diffenting
Worfhips in England are lefs expenfive than the 4- Church

Preaching

to defray his
Charges ; becaufe he had no Genius nor Ap
for fuch Studies. Here we
may obferve, what trivial Things
may be great Incentives to Devotion, fuch as Vociforation (the
Strength
of his Arguments lay in his
Lungs,) a vehement frequent Ufe of cant
devotional Words, a dramatick Genius
to a£l the

plication

peculiarly adapted

Veftimentsor Drefs and Aclion ; in
diffenting Congre
gations he affeaed the Church of England Drefs, and Paul Rulens
preaching Pofture in the Cartoons of Hampton Court. He and his
Difciples feemed to be great Promoters of Impulfes, Extacies, and
Wantonnefs between the Sexes. Hypocritical Profeffions, Vocifera
tions, and Itinerancies are devotional Quackery.
f La Voltaire in his Letters, writes, that the Difputes among the
Capucines, concerning the Mode of their Sieves and Cowl, were more
than any among the Philofophers.

Enthufiafl, proper

4 It would be of great Benefit to our out Settlers if they could fall
into fome fuch Method, feeing the
Society for propagating, &c. take
no Care of them ;
they are not able to build
Places of Wor
and

fupport a Gofpel Miniftry,
the Expence retards their Settlements;
nies in general.
fhip,

publick
they

and when
a

endeavour it,

great Detriment

to

the Colo

Of

Of
of
no

England, and
Expence.

the

Rhode-Island."
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Religion

to

The Familists,[| Family orHoufe of Love, was of the
in Germany, and fufpected to be more ad
dicted to carnal than to fpiritualhove, they held all Pleafures and Dalliances among themfelves lawful ; they were
much tranfported with Impulfes and other frantick No
tions ; they perfwaded themfelves that they were the only
Elect of God, and that all others were Reprobates, and
that they might deceive any Perfon who was not of their
Community, Magiftrates not excepted, even with an
Oath : They agreed with the Antinomians in many Articles.
The Muglatonians * are extinct.
The Gortonians of Warwick in the Colony of RhodeIfland, were of fo fhort Duration, they are not to be men
tioned ; fee the Section of Rhode-Ifland.
The rigid Brown 1 st s fare relaxed into Independants
and Congregationalifts.
The Independants in all our Colonies, have fufFered fome Reformation, and are at prefent called Con

Anabaptift Tribe

gregationalifts.

for reforming the Reformed Religi
abfolute
Purity -, that Appellation is now
greater
obfolete.
Seakers waited for new Apoftles to reftore Chriftia
nity ; thefe have quite difappeared.
Puritans

ons

were

to

|j The Father
Wcjlphalia, and

of this Family, was Henry Nicols, born at Munfter in
had refided fome Time in Holland, he firft appeared

*bout 1540, and pretended to be greater than Mofes or Christ ; as
Moles had taught Mankind to Hopt, Chrift to Believe, he taught Love
which is the greateft j and that he himfelf was not like John the Bap
tift a Fore-runner of Chrift, but Chrift was rather a Type of him, and
that the Kingdom of Ifrael was to be eftabliftied in the Time of his
Miniftry ; what he wrote was mean and incoherent, full of vain Boafting and profane Applications of the Prophecies relating to Chrift, to

bis

own

*

f

Perfon.

Summary Vol. I. p. 447.
See Vol. I. p. 445.

See

Remon-
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Remonstrants andCoNTRA-REMONSTRANTS, * or
Predeftinarians and Free-will Men. The Remonftrants
are alfo called Arminians : f It is not a Doctrine of any
national Church or embodied Communion •, there are fome
Perfons of this private Opinion, among all the Sectaries.
Their diftinguifhing Tenets, are, Univerfal Redemption,
an Indemnity or Atl
of Grace to all Mankind, who by a
good Life accept thereof, being endued with a free Will
to act at Liberty what is good or evil.

Concerning the Sectaries in our Colonies
are likely to continue.

which

now

fubfiftt

and

not mean a Church Hiftory of North- America ;
Burnet
well obferves, that Ecclefiaftical Hiftories,
Bifhop
are only Hiftories of the Vices of the
Bifhops and other

I do

Clergy.
Moft Sectaries in

Religion have been occafioned by
vulgar People
capable of giving Allowances for the
and
Idioms of Expreffion ufed in the
Allegories, Fables,
from
whence
we
had our Scriptural Books ; but
Levant,
them
in
a
literal
and
vernacular Senfe, whereas the
taking
ufed
lofty figurative Expreffions.
Prophets generally
In our North-America Colonks there are none properly
to be called Separatifts, Roman Catholicks excepted
(in
Maryland, and by the Proprietary Charter of Penfylvania,
Roman Catholicks are not excepted) but by the Act of
Union (Territories thereto belonging) the Church of
England is the eftabliftied Church, though only nominal,
not

in all
*

our

Colonies and Plantations

:

The Denomination

See Vol. I. p. 227.

-f- So called from Arminius their Leader, he was fome Time Profcffor of Divinity at Leyden in Holland : they were alfo called Remon
ftrants, from their remonflrating 16 18 againft fome Articles of the
Synod of Dort concerning Predeflination, Election, Reprobation, and
the like ; thus the Adherents to the Princes of
who

telled
were

againft fome Proceedings" at

called Proteflants.

the Diet of

Germany,
in
Germany

Spire

pro-

1529,

of
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Tories 4. (Deo gratias) is loft ; There is no
Church
Government, || by the Articles of Union,
general
that of the Church of England'^ eftabliftied in Perpetuity ;
but hitherto in Favour to the good confcientious Diffenters
of many Denominations, the Colonies are not quarter'd
upon by the regular ecelefiaftick Troops under the Direc
tion of their proper Officers, Arch Bifhops, Bifhops, Deans,
Arch-Deacons, Prebends, Cannons, and other fubaltern
Officers : the Church of England exercife no Jurifdiction
(the Office of the Bifhops Commiffaries is only nominal^
no more than the County Aflbciations of Minifters in
Connetlicut, or the Voluntier Prefbyters ( in Imitation of
the claffical Kirk Jurifdictions of Scotland) in feveral
of our Colonies.
1 fhall not here delineate or defcribe the Papiftical
Church of Rome, the Epifcopal Church of England, and
the Prefbyterian Kirk of Scotland, they are generally well

©F

Whigs and

known.
The

PapiUs are of

no

Note or Notice

*

excepting

in

| Tory, originally was a Name given to the wild Irifh Popifh Robbers,
and who favoured the Maffacre of the Proteftants in Ireland 1641,
and afterwards applied to all enormous Highflyers of the Church.
Whig was a ludicrous Name, firft given to the Country Field Devotion
Meetings, whofe ordinary Drink was the Whig or Whey of coagulated
four Milk, and afterwards applied to thofe who were againft the Court
Intereft in the Reigns of Charles II. and James II. and for the Court
in the Reigns of King William and King George.
K Church Governments may be various, and all equally allowable
by Prefcription, as in the Civil Governments of various Nations there
are Monarchy, Ariftocracy, Democracy, and Compofitions of thefe, which
in general Alliancies, Treaties of Peace, and other Tranfadions

among

are
equally admitted.
Not many Years fince in Bofton were fome Popifh Emiffaries ;
but finding only fome poor wild lri(h Carters and Porters of the Per*
fuafion, they foon relinquifhhd their Miffion and difappeared.
As the Grants of Maryland and Penfylvania do
actually tollerate
the publick Exercife of the Roman Catholick
Religion ; and as that
Religion is pernicious to human Society in general j and tends to fubvert our prefent happy Conftitution ; why
may it not be fuppreffed
as to publick Worfhip, by an Aa of the
Briti/b Parliament ? without
giving any Umbrage to the other good Grants and Charters at Home,

Sovereignties
*

and in the Plantations.

Vol. II.

U

Penfylvania
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and Maryland -, in Penfylvania by their new
Charter 1701 from the Proprietary and Governor Williain
Penn, the Claufe of Liberty of Confcience does not exclude
"
no
Roman Catholicks
Perfon who fhall
acknowledge
one Almighty God, and live
quietly under the Civil Go
vernment fhall be in any ways molefted."
In Philadel
is
a
there
publick Popifh Chappel, frequented by a
phia
poor low Set of Irifh, their Priefts are always England or
Maryland born, Jefuits, and generally of good : Conduct
and Behaviour ; an Irifh Jefuit is never fent.
In Mary*
land are many Roman Catholicks, their
original Proprietary
was Popifh ; at
prefent there may be ten or a dozen pub
lick Popifh Chappels, Father Molineux of Port Tobacco is
their Director or Vicar.
Lutherans + are to be found only in the Provinces
of New-Tork and Penfylvania. The Lutherans differ from
the Roman Catholicks principally, 1. Communion in both
Kinds Bread and Wine.
2. Divine
Worfhip in the vul
gar Tongue.
3. Indulging Priefts or Minifters with Ma
trimonial Pleafures ; fome profane Perfons
might ludicroufly have obferved, that his Reformation was owing to
his Indulgence of Wine and Women to the
Fraternity of
Clergy, as K. Henry VIII. Reformation in England was
owing to fome petticoat Affair ; here we may obferve,
that from very trivial Matters, very great and
good Re
volutions have proceeded. In the
City of New-Tork
there is one Lutheran Church, and in the reft of the Pro
vinces of New-Tork feveral difperfed Lutherans
by the Im
portation of Foreigners from Germany in Queen Anne's
Reign. In Penfylvania, the Lutherans have a Church in
Philadelphia, and feverals in the Country. There is one
Swedifh Lutheran Church near Philadelphia, one or two
more in the
Country near New-Caftle -,
are

Penfylvania

they

fupplied

+ Luther born 1483, at Mansfield in Germany, became an Auguflin
Monk or Frier, preached againft Indigencies, Sec. was excommuni
cated by the Pope ; he with MelanSon publifhed firft the New Teftament, and afterward 1534 the whole Bible in the
vulgar Tongqe ;
he married 1524, died 1548, the Duke of
was his Patron.

Saxony

once

Of Rhode-Island.
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good

feven Years from Sweden, and

Men.

i4y

generally

with

Presbyterians, Church of England, and Congregationaliftsare the fame in alleffential Articles of Chriftian
Doctrine, and their Laity are all of the fame Faith •, the
proper Diftinctions are only with regard to their diftinct
Clergy in Forms of Church Government, Difcipline,
Modes of publick Worfhip, and Veftiments.
The Prefin
our Colonies are of two forts,
i.
Thofe
who
byterians
follow the Manner of the Church of Scotland as eftabliftied
in Scotland by Act of Union : All Diffenters from the
Church of England, {Anabaptifts, Quakers, and Moravi

excepted) South of New- England are called Prefbyterians, the Congregationals not excepted ; thus the Diffen
ting Congregation in the City of New-Tork though un
der a Congregational Minifter from Bofton, is called PreJbyterian- The Scots Prefbyterians are modelled accord
ing to a Directory firft agreed upon by an Affembly of
Divines at Weftminfter in the Time of the civil War, and
appointed by the Generel Affembly of the Kirk of Scot
land 1647, they ufe no Liturgy.
2. Thefe are
properly
called Calvinifts, * and follow the Confeffion of Heidelberg
(in the Palatinate of Germany) fuch are the Church of
Geneva, feveral Churches in Germany, fuch are the Church
of Holland, and the Hugenots of France ; they ufe not
only a Liturgy or Common Prayer, but alfo an efta-blifhed Form of Pfalmody. A Calvinift French Church
fubfifted many Years in Bofton, and is lately dropt, there
ans

no French new Comers, and the Children of the late
Generations underftand Englifh better than French. There

being
*

Cah<in was born in Pzcara\ in France 1509, a Man of general
he began his Reformation at Geneva, died 1564, JEt. 56,
he was a voluminous Writer ; his Inftitutions is a Mafter Piece of
elegant Roman Latin.
It is a common Miftak?, that by Calvinifts are underftood Predcftitiarians ; before Calling Time there were many Predtftinarians, the
Mahometan Predijlimrians are not Calvinifts : fome Predtftfarians
as well as Free will Men now called Arminians,
being private Opininions, are to be found among all Seftaric.-.

Learning,

are
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feveral Calvinift Churches in the Provinces of Net*Tork and Penfylvania.
Congregationalists is the Religion Mode of NewEngland, f fome Church of EngUtnd,Anabaptifts and Quakers
excepted) the Prefbyterians are only fpecufcative, becaufe
by Act of Union they can have no Ecclefiaftick Claffical
Jurifdiction in the Colonies, and therefore are only Con
gregational, but lefs rigid and narrow in Admifiion of
Church Members, and in Difcipline. The New-England
are

Congregational may be called Independents *f reformed, as
exactly the fame with the Independents one of the three
licenfed diffenting Profeffions in England, but formed ac
cording to a Platform (fo they call it) of their own Schem
ing •, this Platform was by a Refolve of the General
Affembly recommended to the Churches, but never
not

enacted.
At prefent, Anno 1750, The general Method of the
New England Congregationalifts L ls> when a Gofpel
Minifter is wanted, the devout elderly Men of the Pre
cinct, invite fundry Preachers to officiate, thefe are called
Candidates ; in the next Step, the Church Members or
Communicants (all Males even the pooreft, upon the Pub
lick Charity, and Negroes) at an appointed Meeting, by
a
Majority, vote for one of thefe Candidates, and give
him a formal Call ; the following Step, is a general
Meeting of the Men of the Congregation, who pay
Minifterial Rates, and are qualified as Town Voters, to
approve or difapprove of the above Choice ; if any Diffi
culty happens, a Council of Delegates from the neigh
bouring Churches is called for Advice, but their Opinion
is only of Advice, but not abfolutely obligatory ; this
Council when they attend the Ordination, are called the
The Name Independent is qaite extinft in our American Colonies.
In the fecond Seflion of a Synod appointed by the Civil Legi
slature at Bofton in May 1680, a Platform and Confeffion of Faith was
agreed upon, much the fame with that of the Independents in England,
Ocloher 1658, called the Savoy Confeffion of Faith.

•f4

See Vol. I. p.

438

&c. and other loofe occafional hints.
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any occafional Difference "m
a Church, a like Council of Advice is called, but not ob
ligatory, and iffues in a Vote of the Church Communi

Ordination Council.

Upon

general Congregation.
Congregationalifts of Connetlicut axe regulated by

cants or

The

Platform or Confeffion of their own (fcarce differing
from that of Maffachufetts Bay) prefented to their General
Affembly by the Minifters and other Delegates Sept. 9.
1707; the General Affembly or Legiflature ordained,
that all Churches \\ conforming thereto fhall be deemed
eftabliftied by Law, but no Society or Church, who foberly diffent from faid united Churches, fhall be hindred
from their Worfhip according to their Confciences.
There are feveral Congregational Churches who vary
in fome Trifles ; inftance the Rev. Mr. Colman, after
wards D. D. from one of the Univerfities of Scotland,
though frequently in mixed Converfation he declared his
Diffent from the Prefbyterian Church Government ;
Anno 1699 perhaps in Humour and Singularity, fet
up as a Separatift from the generally received Congrega
tional Mode, and perhaps with a Defign to allure fome
inclined to the Manner of the Church of England, to
contribute towards his Church •, his Separation was
only in Trifles, viz. ufing the Lord's Prayer, reading of
Leffons in the Bible, the Hatband and Rofe of the Church
of England Clergy, a freer Admiflion to the Sacraments
of Baptifm and the Lord's Supper ; his Succeffor the
Rev. Samuel Cooper is a good Man.
1722. There was a confiderable falling off or Seceffus
from the Congregational Mode by Mr. Cutler Prefident
of Tale College in Connetlicut, and fome of his former Pu
pils •, in Conftquence of their Scheme, they went to Ev
a

I admire the Prudence and Oeconomy of this
can not avoid
obferving a feeming Inadver
tency, and afterwards not rectified, becaufe by Aft of Union May i
1 707, the Church of England exclufively was the only Church efta
bliftied by Law in all our Plantations ; this Aft perhaps was the oc-

il

In many

Refpefts

Government, but here I

.

tafion of Mr. HtfarPs

calling the

Church of

England Separatifts.

gland
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obtained Epifcopal Ordination, and the Benefit of
Miffionaries ; their Godlinefs was great Gain.
Anabaptists. See Vol. I. p. 445. Their effential
and diftinguifhing Doctrine is with relation to Baptifm ;
they baptize Adults only, and that by Immerfion or
Dipping. This formerly was a very wild Sectary, and
therefore run into many Subdivifions fcarce to be enu

gland,

merated : I am well informed that at prefent in Penfylvania there are 16 or 17 different Sorts of Anabaptifts
Englifh and German. I* fhall Inftance fome of their Sub
1
divifions.
Englifh a fober and generally good Peo
ple, German Anabaptifts a turbulent People : The German
Anabaptifts have no Meetings or publick Places of Wor
fhip in Philadelphia, but many in the Country, and ge
nerally ref ufe the Qualification Oath ; one of their Branch
ings are called Menifts, they have no Meeting in Phila
delphia, but are a numerous and wealthy People in the
Country, and follow Farming ; their Diftinction is wear
ing long Beafds, and refufing Government Oaths. The
Dumplers are a fmall Body of Germans about 50 Mile:
from Philadelphia, Men and Women profeffing ContiThe Men wear a
nency, live in feparate Apartments.
monkifh Habit, without Breeches like Capuchins, but
lighter Cloth •, as to Oaths they are the fame with the
Quakers and Moraveans, though an illiterate People, they
have a very decent Chappel, and as Crafts Men, they are
very ingenious •, upon a fine Stream they have a Grift
Mill, a Saw Mill, a Paper Mill, an OylMilI, and a Mill
for Pearle Barley, all under one Roof, which brings them
in confiderable Profit.
There is one Englifh Anabaptift
in
Meeting
Philadelphia, and fome in the Country. 2.
Firft Day Baptifts, their weekly holy Day is the Sunday
as in ufe with all other Chriftians ; feventh
Day Bap
tifts, on the feventh Day or Jewifh Sabbath they meet for
'

.

*
Not long fince the vagrant Mr. W
d'occafioned a Separation
in the Bofion Anabaptift Church ; the Separatifts are under the Cure
or Care of a Leather- Breeches
Maker, they are Antimoralifts, and
therefore pernicious in Society.

publick
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and abftain from common Labour,
the Sunday or firft Day of the Week,
on
&c.
but Labour
a
is
of thofe there
Congregation in Newport and in Wefterly
of Rhode-IJland Colony, and feverals in the Country of
Penfylvania. 3. The firft Day Baptifts are fuWivided
into thofe who ufe Singing f in their publick Worfhip
as the generality of Chriftians do ; and Baptifts who do
not aflmit of Singing in publick Worfhip, they alledge
that there muft be a great deal of Hypocrily in promifcuous Singing, as it can hot be imagined that every one of
the Congregation is in the humour of Singing at the fame

publick Worfhip,

Time.

Quakers, fee Vol. I. p. 447. As they are not under
the Confinement of Creeds, Confeffions of Faith, Plat
forms, Cannons, Articles, Formulas, and the like, they
*
Subdivisions ;
can not poffibly break loofe into Sectary
Their principal Doctrines are to be inveftigated from
their Practice, (it is to be wifhed that it were fo in all
Profeffions of Religion) their Induftry, Frugality, mutual
Benevolence or Friend fhip. 4- The external Part of a

Quaker's
f

The

Quakers,

and

not

finging Baptifts,

are

defervtdly faulted,

becaufe finging of Pfalms incites and higbtens Devotion.
* Anno
1642 or 1 644, in Time of the Civil Wars in England,
of Lticefter Shire. JSt. 25, fet up for a religionary ExhorFox
George

Teacher ; he exclaimed againft the euablifhed Clergy, fome of
Cromiveirs Soldiers became hisProfelytes and would not fight, in courfe
the Prifons were crouded. In K. Charles II. Adminiftration they were
ter or

for refufing to pay Tythes, and for not taking
Government Oaths. Robert Barclay of Scotland wrote an Apology for
the Quakers 1675 an<* dedicated it to the King which abated that Perfecution. William Penn, Son of Vice Admiral Penn became a Quaker
Mt. 22, and with Fox went upon a Miffion into foreign Countries,
but from Holland they foon returned Home ; this Penn was Proprie
tary and Governor of Penfylvania ; he wrote two folio Volumes in
favour of the Quakers.
Benjamin Holmes lately wrote in favour of Quakerism j his Book was

frequently prefented

firft Publifhed in Amfterdam 1723.
4 I know of no Differences among them, only fome are more de
mure, fome lefs demure or precife in the antiquated Habit and Mode
of Speech, that is, more Jovial and Dehonnaire.
Not
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Quaker's Religion confifts only in trivial Matters, tfrti
antiquated Modes of Speech Thee, Thou, Thy, &c 5 and
an
antiquated Drefs of a plain Coat without Plaits, or
Buttons on the Pockets and Sleeves, Beaver like Hats
with horizontal Brims as is generally wore by the Church
of England Clergy : The pufilanimous Doctrine of not
defending themfelves by Force againft an invading Enemy
is very abifurd : Pro Patria is not only aLaw of Nations,
but of Nature. They fay that a regular Clergy with Be
nefices are Hirelings, and like Mercenary Troops, do
Duty only for fake of their Pay, and not to be fo much

depended

upon

as

the Militia

Exhorters.

or

voluntary

confcientious

Quakers hold all Swearing and paying Tythes unlawful ;
they do not find fault with the various Forms of Civil
Government, but give Obedience to any eftabliftied
Government ; all who have the Gift of the Light within
them, Men or Women, are fufficiently ordained to Preach
the Gofpel without any Commiflion from a Church, or
Affiftance from human Learning j all Praying and Preach
ing premeditated or extempore without the Spirit, are
Superftitious Will- Worfhip and idolatry ; they ufe neither
Baptifm nor the Lord's Supper,
Unjuftly they are faid not to regard the Scriptures^
whereas in their Exhortations, Writings, and Defences of
their Orthodoxy, no Sect ufe Scripture Phrafes and
Quo
tations f more than they do. Their Affirmation inftead

of
Not only in the Neighbourhood, but by annual or
periodical Itine
rancies of their Speaker* or Exhorters, but alfo of their moft noted
Men.
+ I fhall here give a few Inftances of their eftabliming fome of
1.
their Tenants by Scripture.
They feem to be generally Arminian,
James 2. 20. But wilt thou know O vain Man / that Faith nuithout
Wotks is dead. Aa$ 10. 34. God is no Refpeder
of Perfons, be that fears
God and works Right eoufnej sis accepted of him.
1
John 2. 2. And he
is the propitiation for our Sins, and not for us only, but
for the Sins of
the whole World.
They can not believe that God has fore ordained
a

certain Part of Mankind

to

Pcrifh, and

a

certain Part

to

be faved ;
becaufe
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be faulted, becaufe it is equally bind'
is
fubjected to the fame Penalty as
ing,
Oaths are become fo common,
Government
•,
Perjury
loft
their
almoft
have
Solemnity. They ufe the
they
fame Subterfuge with our more illiterate Teachers and
Exhorters, 1 Corinth. 1. 26. &c. Not many Wife after the
Flefh, not many Mighty, not many Noble are called-, but God
hath chofen the foolifh Things of the World, to confound the
Wife, &c. Their filent waiting upon the Lord in their
publick Places of Devotion, is faulted by many, but they
fay, at that Time, they have a divine Teacher in their
own Heart.
They believe a Refurrection of the Juft
and Unjuft, and that God will give a Reward to every
Man according to his Works, whether they be good or
evil ; but as to the Nature and Manner of the Refur
rection they are filent, they only fay, that it is not fafe

of an Oath, is
and

not to

falfifying

Belief there is no need to take Care of Salvation
is execrably pernicious, and voids all Doftrines,
2. All Mankind have an innate divine
Light,
which if attended to, diredts them into a Good and Holy Life, and
averts them from Sin and Paflions ; this is the Light, (John 1. 9.)
which light eth every Man that comet h into the World. 3. Water Baptifm is not effential to Chriftianity, it muft be of the Spirit, Afls 11.
16. John indeed baptized with Water, but ye fball be baptized with the
Holy Ghoft ; as Chrift was born under the Law, he fulfilled the Law,
and was circumcifed : In Chrift Jefus, neither Circumcifion nor Uncircumfion availeth any Thing, but a New Creature : As they have Charity
for thofe who ufe Water Baptifm confciencioufly, and who ufe Bread
and Wine, fo they ought to have Charity for us if we difufe them,
becaufe we believe they are ceafed in point of Obligation. 4. In
Anfwer to 1 Tim. 2. 12. But Juffer not a Woman to teach, nor to
ufurp Authority over the Man, but to be in Silence} they adduce the
Apoftle Paul, Rom. 16. who advifes to help thefe Women which la
boured with him in the Gofpel : in our Bible we are told of many
Women that did Prophecy, Ails 2. 18. And on my Servants, and on
my Handmaidens, 1 will pour out in thefe Days of my Spirit, and they
/ball Prophejy. 5. As to their not bearing of Arms, Matth. 5. 44.
Love your Enemies, blefs them that curfeyou, do good to them that hate
6. Their refufing of Government Oath«. James 5. 12. But
you.
above all Things, my Brethren, Swear not, neither by Heaven, neither by
the Earth, neither by any other Oath, but let your Tea be Tea, aud your
Nay Nay, left you fall into Condemnation.

becaufe in fuch

a

good Morals ; this
Religious or Moral.

or

Vol. II.

W

to
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be too inquifitive, how the Dead fhall be raifed, and
with what Bodies, i Corinth. 15. 44. There is a natural
Body, and there is a fpiritual Body -, the Apoftle Paul faith,
Flefh and Blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God, neither

to

doth

Corruption

inherit

Incorruption.

Some have tranfported themfelves to
Moravians.
a late Act of the Britifh Parliament,
In
Penfylvania.
1749, in Favour of their Affirmation inftead of an Oath,
they are called an Ancient Proteftant Epifcopal Church ;
they call themfelves Unitas Fratrumox United Brethren,

the Quakers with very good Propriety call them
felves Friends.
The Moravians publifh no Creed or ConfeF^n of
Faith, and can be characterifed only from their Manners
and Preaching in a whining canting enthuflaftical Strain ;
in Church Government they are Epifcopal, but refufe
taking of Oaths as do the Menenifts in Holland, and the
Englifh Quakers •, they refufe carrying of Arms, but wil
lingly contribute towards the pecuniary Charge of a
War, which Quakers refufe •, they ufe Inftrumental Mufick in their Worfhip ; In Philadelphia they have a Chappel with a fmall Organ, and in the Country at Bethlehem
their grand Settlement about 50 or 60 Miles from Phila
delphia, at their folemn Feftivals, befides the Organ they
ufe Violins, Hautbois, and French Horns ; they poffefs
7000 or 8000 Acres of Land, and make confiderable Set
tlements ; they are very zealous towards converting the
Indians, fome Indians have joined their Society and Jive
with them, they fend Miffionaries abroad almoft every
where, even to Greenland or Davies Straits ; beginning,
of June 1 749, there arrived in Philadelphia three Na
tives of Greenland, two young Men and a young Woman
converted in their own Country by Moravian Miffiona
ries •, they came in a Ship belonging to the Society which
had carried thither 2 Years fince a ready fram'd Church-}"
as

f Thefe high. Latitudes produce

no

Timber

or

other Wood.
to
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be erected there -, thefe Greenlanders + in this Ship had
vifited the Brethren in feveral Parts of Europe in England,
Holland, and Germany, and returned from Philadel
phia in the fame Ship to Greenland : The Moravians
have a Miffion at Barbice in Surinam, and two Indian Con
verts from thence, with the Greenland Converts, and fome
Converts of the De la ware Indians met at Bethlehem.
*
1. The Moravians
have among them in Penfylvania
fome Men of Letters, Mr. Spenenbergh was a Profeffor of
fome Science in Germany at Hall ; but they chiefly confift
of Handicrafts, by which they carry on their Improve
ments cheap.
They encourage Marriage amongft their
young People ; but to marry by cafting of Lots to pre
serve an Equality among themfelves, which they affect
very much, is not natural.
By late Act of Parliament
they are indulged"with an Affirmation inftead of an Oath
in thefe Words,
J. A. B. do declare in the Prefcnce
of Almighty God, the Witnefs of the Truth I fay" but
if convicted of wilful, and falfe affirming, fhall incur the
fame Pains and Penalties as are enacted by Law againft
wilful and corrupt Perjury ; but fhall not by their Affir
mation be qualified to give Evidence in criminal Cafes
(Quakers Affirmation is good both in Criminal and Civil
Cafes) and not to ferve in Juries.
After the general Defcription of our Plantation Secta
ries, thefe in each Colony fhould have been enumetated ;
but by Anticipation they are generally to be found, 1.
Thofe of the four Colonies of New-England are at full
to

+ Here we may tranfiently obferve that at this cafual Congrefs of
Indians from Lat. 5. Lat. 40. and Lat. 65, their Hair, Eyes and
Complexions were the fame ; only the further North the Complexi
ons were a fmall Matter Paler ;
but their Languages were entirely
diftinft.

The Greenland or Davis's Strait's Converts were clad in Seal
on, but in general were a nafty fort of Chriftians.
*
So called from Moravia, a Country adjacent to Bohemia ; they
feem to be a Sprout from the old Stock of the Hufjites ; the HuJJites,
Difciples of Hu/s and Jerome of Bohemia followed the Tenants of the

Skins.Hair

Walden/es who appeared about 13 10, and of
lard middle of 14th Century.

Wickliffe

an

Englifh

Lol

length.
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2, In the Province of New-Tork, befides the
Church of England, there are the Mode of the Kirk of
Scotland, Dutch Calvinifts, and fome Lutherans of the Con
feffion of Aufburgh in Suabia of Germany.
3. In the
are the Church
of
there
the
Miffions,
England
Jerfies
Scots Prefbyterians and Quakers rule the Roaft.
Befides
4.
the Church of England Miffionaries in the Country of
Penfylvania, there is one Englifh Church in Philadelphia a

length.

In Philadelphia (and
very large Congregation.
many in
the Country j there are two Prefbyterian Meetings, one
called New Light of Whitefield\ Inftitution, the other
according to the Scots Prefbyterian Mode ; and befides
at a great diftance in the Country there is a
Congrega
tion of Cameronians or Covenanters, who renew the folemn
League often, and deny all Submiflion to Magiftrates from
the Sovereign to the Conftable, becaufe at the Revolu
tion the King by Law affumed to be Head of the Church,
and contrary to their Covenant, in England eftabliftied
Prelacy inftead of Prejbytery. The Quakers have two
large Meetings in Philadelphia, and a Meeting almoft in
every Townfhip of the three firft fettled Counties ;
in the other three Counties they do not
prevail ;
but every where preferve Power by their two irrefiftahle
Maxims of Riches and Unity ; they have the Secret of
keeping their young People up to thefe, and let them
think and talk otherways as they pleafe.
5. In Maryland
there are feveral Parifhes according to the
Way of the
Church of England, and the moft beneficial of
any in our
Plantations, becaufe as the Number of Taxables or Con
gregation increafes, being taxed at fo much Tobacco per
Head, the Value of their Livings grows : whereas in Vir
ginia the Parfons are fixed to a certain Sallary of 16,000
wt. of Tobacco per Ann. without
any regard to the In
creafe of the Congregation : In Maryland are ten or a
dozen publick Roman Catholick Chappels,
many Pref
byterians, and fome Quakers. 6. In Virginia there are
no Diffenters from the Church of
England, a few Qua
kers excepted, their Clergy are not noted for their

Piety
and
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and Morality or exemplary Life, and require Miffionary
Reformers more than the Congregationalifts of New-En
it is faid that many of them are a Scandal to the
Profeffion of the Church of England.
7. In North-Ca
are
two
there
Miffionaries and
rolina fcarce any Religion ;
Carolina
South
In
there
are Church
8.
a few Quakers.
and
the
of
fome Scots
of England Miffionaries,
Progeny
de Nihilo Nihil.
In
Georgia
9.

gland

-,

Prefbyterians.

A

few Mifcellany Obfervations.

All Charities,

excepting

to

poor

Orphans,

other

impo

tent Poor, and Children of indigent Parents, are Chari
ties ill applied ; Charities towards converting People from
one Mode of Religion to another, where both are confiftent

with

Society, are not laudable.
general Naturalization, Foreigners

may be im
be
intermixed
to
but
with
Colonies
•,
ported
of
Deno
their
the Britifh Settlers,
publick Worfhip any
mination, and Schooling to be in Englifh-,* thus in a
few Years, they will not differ from the Britifh only in
Family Names.
In New England'the Congregationalifts at firft acted
with too much Severity, which occafioned fome Inha
bitants of Bofton to Petition K. Charles II. Anno 1679, for
a Church of England, modeftly called the King's Chappel,
(thus it is with Ambaffadors Chappels,) fignifying not an
eftabliftied, but tolerated or priviledged Place of Wor

By

a

to

all

our

fhip.

The Clamours concerning the Perfecution of Diffenters
from the Congregational Way were very ill founded ;
for Inftance 1725, The Affeffors of Tiverton and Dart
mouth were by a proper Warrant from the Province
Treafurer committed to Jail for not Affeffing the Town
fhip towards common Rates.
*

A late

Propofal

in

Pen/ylvania

of

erecting

German Schools

was

moft abfurd.

SECT.
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SECTION

Concerning

the

XI.

Colony of

Connecticut.

HP HIS is the laft of the four Colonies
formerly called,
x
the Dominions of New
England. It is a Plantation
of induftrious fagacious Hulbandmen,
notwithstanding
that fome of the meaner Sort are
Villains,

corruptio Opjuft Debts to
the Inhabitants or Dealers of the
neighbouring Colonies ;
in all their Elections of
Governor, Councellors, Repre
fentatives, Judges, and other publick Officers, byCuftom,
they generally prefer the moft worthy. Their Eaftern
Townfhips have been tainted by the adjacent Paper-Money-making Colonies of Maffachufetts-Bay and RhodeIJland, and followed that Fraud inftead of going into the
better Currency of their Weftern
adjoining Province of
timi

pejfima, efpeciaily

in

not

paying

their

New-York ; The Connetlicut Adminiftration are
at pre
fent fenfible of this Error, and have
reduced all their
publick Fees and Fines to Proclamation Money.—-I could
not avoid this
Preamble, by way of Euology upon the
prefent Adminiftration in their exemplary Jurifdidion.
They have fubfifted as a Government about ninety Years'
and from Oeconomical
Experience, have formed a Body
of Laws lately revifed and
publifhed Anno i75o in a
fmall Folio of 258
Pages, of the moft

natural, equitable,
plain and concife Laws for Plantations, hitherto extant
This Colony at prefent is
by Royal Chanter, a Coali
tion

of two diftinct

voluntary Societies,

formed from

Articles
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of many Planters, then called
Haven
NewColonies. That of Hartford
and
Hartford
was from an Emigration of fome difcontented Rigids of
fome Townfhips adjoining to Bofton (See Vol. I. p. 444J
they went Weft Southwardly, and planted the Lands
now called Springfield, Suffield, Enfield, Windfor, Hartford,
Wethersfield, &c ; fome of thefe were within the Maffa
chufetts Jurifdiction : thofe who were without the Jurif
diction, by Subfcription of Articles formed themfelves
after the Model of Maffachufetts-Bay into a voluntary but
not legal Jurifdiction, their firft Election of Magiftrates
was
16364; i637Peop!e from England under the direction
of Mr. Eaton, Mr. Davenport &c. purchafed of the In
dians and began another diftinct voluntary Jurifdiction
upon Long-Ifland Sound called the Colony of New Haven,
and continued one of the * united Colonies of New-En
gland until the Reftoration of K. Charles II. and was then
with the faid Colony of Hartford by Royal Charter in
corporated into the prefent Colony of Connetlicut.
John Winthrop, Son of John Winthrop, Governor Qf
Maffachufetts-Bay, as Agent from the Lords Say and Brook,,
arrived at Fort Say- Brook 1635, and was afterwards cho
fen Governor of Hartford Colony.
Upon the Reftora
tion of K. Charles II. he went home and obtained a
Royal Charter incorporating Hartford and New Haven
Colonies into one united Colony ; he was 14 Years Go
vernor of this united Colony, j-

Articles

by Subfcription

The united Colonies of New England from 1643 t0 '663 were
Maffachufetts Bay, Plymouth, Hartford, and New- Haven.
During the Confufions or Civil War in England, the Colonies in
*

America

were

negledted, and

atted

at

Pleafure.

f John Winthrop, formerly Governor of Conneclicut, died in Bofion
April 5, i6j6,JEt. 73, eldeft Son of Mr. Winthrop Governor of Maf
fachufetts, who died March 26, 1649.

He was much given to experimental Philofophy and Medicine j fe
veral of his Recipe's are ftill ufed by that Family in Charity to the
Poor; fome of his Pieces are to be found amongft the firft Philojophical
TranfacJions of the London Royal Society ; he was a great Admirer of
Fan Helmont, and dealt much in Antimonial*..

The
1

Summary, Historical and Political, &eJ

160 A

The firft volontaire Governor of Hartford Colony was
Edward Hopkins, 'born in England 1600, a. Turky Mer
chant of London ; he returned to England, was in feveral
Offices there, and died in London 1657, Alternately with
After them
him Mr. Hains was chofen Governor.
George Willis, Thomas Wells, and John Webfter were
chofen Governors.
Mr. Eaton, an Eaft Country Merchant of London, one
of the Patentees of Maffachufetts Colony, with a parcel of
Planters 1637 fettled at New- Haven •, after being for
to him
many fucceffive Years Governor, he died 1657 ;
four
or
three
fucceeded Francis Newman, he continued
Mr. Leet, a Lawyer, fuc
Years Governor and died.
ceeded and continued Governor until Hartford and New'
Haven were by Royal Charter united into one Colony,
and was their Deputy Governor under Mr. Winthrop
while he lived, and after Mr. Winthrop' s Death conti
nued ten Years Governor till his own Death.
We fhould have mentioned that Robert, Earl of War*
wick, having obtained a Grant 1630 from the Council of
Plymouth, procured a Patent from K. Charles I. of Lands
in New England from Narraganfet River, as the Sea Coaft
runs towards Virginia 40 Leagues, and Eaft and Weft
from Sea to Sea or to Maffachufetts South Line •, this
was made over to William Vifcount Say and Seal, Robert
Lord Brooks and Company ; they built a Fort at the
Mouth of Connetlicut River and called it Say- Brook ; but
finding no Profit to accrue, they fold it to the Settlers
'

1644.
The prefent Boundaries of Connetlicut Colony are its
North f Line upon Majfachujetts-Bay Province of about
*
72 Miles, fettled 1713 5 its Eafterly Line upon the Co
of
about
of
Rhode-IJland
45 Miles, fettled 1728 ; its
lony
Line
is
Southerly
upon Longlfland Sound, being a Sea

f

See Vol. I. p.

416, by miftake

it

was

faid

to

have been confir

med by the King in Council.
*

See Vol. II. p. 93.

Line
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Line of about go Miles in

a direct W*
Southerly Courfe
of
Mouth
from the
Pakatuke River to the Mouth of
Byram River ; its Wefterly Line as finally fettled with
New-Tork, and by a Deed of Surrender from the Colony
of Connetlicut to the King May 14, 173 1, is as follows.
This Weft Line was regulated thus, beginning at
20 Miles Eaft from Courtland's Point H of Hudfon\ Ri
ver ; N. 12 d. 30 m. E. 52 and half Miles to a Conti
nuation of the Maffachufet and Connetlicut divifional Line
in N. Lat. 42 d. 2 m. * From the abovefaid Projection
from Courtland's Point run S. 24 d. 30 m. Eaft, 7 and 1
Quarter' Miles, then W. S. W. 13 Miles 64 Rod, then
S. S. E. Eight Miles to the Mouth of Byram River.
A Line parallel with the firft two Lines at the Diftance
of one Mile three Quarters of a Mile and twenty Rod
Eaftward is the prefent Boundary between Connetlicut and
New-Tork, and the Land comprehended by thefe parallel
Lines is called the Oblong granted by Connetlicut to NewTork as an Equivalent for fome Lands upon the Sound,
fettled by, xbut not originally belonging to Connetli
cut -, this was confirmed by the King in Council.
The
Oblong contains about 69,000 Acres, whereof 50,000
Acres is in Difpute, the Property being claimed by Eyles
and Company, alfo by Hanly and Company, f it remains
a Place of Refuge for the Mifcreants from New England
and New Tork.
The partition Line between New-Tork and Connetlicut
as eftablifhed December 1, 1664, run from the Mouth of
Memoroncok River (a little W. from Byram River) N. N.
W. and was the ancient Eafterly Bounds of New-Tork
uWNov. 23. 1683, the Line was run nearly the fame as
it is now fettled.

|| Courtland's Point is computed
from the City of Neiv York.

to

be 40 Miles

as

the River

runs

*
This N. W. Corner of Connetlicut Colony is 20 and 3 Qr. Mi!c<
from Hudfon's River about 9 Miles above Kingfton, 1 Miie below the
Mouth of Efopus River, and about 50 Miles below Albany.
\ See Neiv Tork Section.
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Duke of Hamilton's Grant took in Part of the prefent
Colony of Connetlicut, this Grant was from NarraganfetBay to Connetlicut River, and back into the Country untill it met with Maffachufetts South Line -, but as this
never
was never purchafed of the Native Indians, and
as obfolete •, there have been
fome Attempts to revive this Claim, but never profecuted.
The Indians almoft extinct ; they have a fmall Referve
upon the Eaft Side of Connetlicut River at Piftol Point in
Weathersfield -, a very fmall Parcel of Nianticks about 5 or
6 Miles Weft from New-London •, there is an Indian Re
Acres upon New-London River in the Northern
ferve of
that
Parts of
Townfhip called Mohegins.
are eight convenient
Connetlicut
In
Shipping Ports for
all
Mafters enter and clear at the Port of
but
fmall Craft,
New-Lohdon, a good Harbour 5 Miles within Land, and
deep Water, here they build large Ships, but their Tim
ber is fpungy, and not durable, it fplits or rives well into
Staves •, fmall Veffels are built at Sea- Brook, Killing/worthy
New- Haven or Wallingsford River, &c: In the Sound
the Tide flows 6 to 8 Feet, the deep Water is upon the
Long- Ifland Side.

fettled, it may be deemed

—

Entred and Cleared in the Port of
to the
25th
March 1749, fcarce any Regiftred more than 80 Tuns,
and generally are Weft-India Traders.
Entred Inwards.
Cleared Outwards.

Foreign Veffels

New-London from the 25th March 1748

Brigantines
Sloops
Scooners

3
30
4

Brigantines

fo

Sloops

37

Scooners

5

Here, as in all the other Britifh Colonies, the Collector
and other Cuftom Houfe Officers, are by Warrant from
the Commiflioners of the Cuftoms in Confequence of an
Order from the Treafury •, the Commiflioners of the
Treafury direct all Officers of the Revenue.
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In Connetlicut the Government is in the Hands of
the Reprefentative of the Freemen or People, * as was
alfo the Property •, but at prefent no Colony or general
Lands remain (fo it is in Rhode-Ifland) excepting fome
Indian Refcrves.
In the Reigns of Charles II. and James II. the Colony
of Connecticut (as alfo of Rhode-IJland) in the Cafe of their
Charter, did not ftand a Law Suit at Home, as did Maf
fachufetts-Bay, but tacitly dropt their Charter or Jurif
diction, and upon the happy Revolution tacitly reafu tri
ed their Jurifdiction, which was deemed good, and fubfifts to this Day.
This Colony (before a Charter granted them, by the
diftinct Appellations of Hartford and New-Haven)
was two of the four affociated Colonies of
New-England ;
Old Maffachufetts and Old Plymouth were the other two ;
the Quota of Charges of the two Connetlicut Colonies of
Hartford and New-Haven was equal to that of the Old
Colony of Maffachufetts Bay.
two

As to their Wars or rather Bickerings with the Canada
French and their Indians, as alfo with our intermixed In
dians in their Insurrections, they were in common with
MaJJachufefts-Bay Colony and Province •, we refer to the
Section concerning Maffachufetts-Bay.
What happen'd
Prior to the Connetlicut Royal Charter, See Vol. I. p.
189 ; their Share in the reducing of Port Royal now
*

Our Colonies

are

of various Natures.

1

.

In fome the Govern

Property are in the Crown ; South-Carolina, North -Carolina
except in the Property of the Earl of Greenvile's one eighth Share.;
Virginia, excepting the Property of the Norfh Neck which belongs
to Lord
Fairfax ; New -York, Nevo Hampfhire, Nova-Scotia j and
Newfoundland. 2. In fome, both Government and Property are in
the Proprietaries, Maryland, and Penfylvania.
3. In forae, the Go
vernment and
Property is in the Reprefentatives of the People,
Connetlicut and Rhode Ifland. 4. In others, the Government is in the
King, but the Property is in the Reprefentatives of the People, as in
Mafjachujetts-Bay. 5. Government in the King, and Property, in a
certain Body of Proprietors, as in Nevo-Jerfics. 6. Georgia may be
faid not digefted.

ment and

Annapolis

/
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Annapolis 1 7 10, See Vol. I. p. 308 ; their Share in the
fham Expedition 1711 (the Nation was at that Time,
and by Management frequently the Dupe of the Mi
niftry) againft Canada, fee Vol. I. p. 312. their Quota
in that unaccountably rafh but by divine Providence ex
traordinary fiiccefsful Expedition againft Louifbourg of
Cape-Breton, fee Vol. I. p. 350: the Affair of the pro
jected but abortive Expedition 1 746 againft Canada, fee
Vol. I. p. 315.

Abftradt of the Connetlicut Charter;
Connecticut Colony was incorporated, April 23. 1662, hy
Charter of K. Charles II, from the humble Petition of'19
Gentlemen principal Proprietors in faid'Colony, partly by
Purchafe for valuable Confiderations, and' partly gained by
a Conquejl ; and living remote from other Englifh
Plan
tations *, thefe Gentlemen's Names are
John Winthrop,

.

—

Henry Clarke, Nathan Gold, Henry Wolcott, John
Ogden, John Clarke, John Mafon* Matthew Allyn, Rich
ard Treat, John Talcotf, Thomas WeHes, Anthony
Hawkins, Samuel Willis, John Tapping, Richard Lord,
Daniel Clarke, Obadiah Brown, John Deming, Matthew
Chamfield, with all others who fhall be made free of the
Company, are incorporated by the Name of the Governor
Company of the English Colony of Connec
New-England in America, with perpetual
Succeffton^ to purchafe Land and Chattels, and them to Leafe
or alien as Corporations in England may do, with a common
Seal ; and there pall be eletled out of the Freemen one
Governor, one Deputy Governor, and twelve Afftfiants, viz.
the firft Governor John Winthrop, firft Deputy Governor
John Mafon, the firfr twelve Affiflants Samuel Wyllis,
Matthew Allyn, Nathan Gold,. Henry Clarke, Richard

and

ticut in

Treat, John Ogden, John Tapping, John Talcotf
Thomas Welles, Henry Wolcott, Richard Lord, and'
Daniel Clarke ; the Governor may at any time call
5 to have two annual Affemblies, viz. fecond

fembly

an

Af.

Thurfdoy
iff
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in October, and fecond Thurfdoy of May~ to confift of the
Affiflants and Deputies, not exceeding two from one Place,
chofen by the Freemen of each Place to be a General Affem
bly, whereof the Governor and Deputy Governor, and fix of
the affiflants at leaft to be feven ; this General Affembly
may change the Times of their Meeting and EletHons, to ad
mit Freemen, and conftitute fuch Officers as they fhould think
fit ; and once every Tear on the fecond Thurfday of May,
the Governor, Deputy-Governor, Affiflants, and other Officers
fhall be in faid General Court newly chofen for the Tear
enfuing, and to take their refpeilive Corporal Oaths for the
due Performance of their Offices before two Affiflants -, the
firft nominated Governor to take his Oath before a Mafter
The Inhabitants to have a Power to import
in Chancery.
Inhabitants and Goods into the Colony, paying the ufual Du
All our Subjetls Inhabitants born there, or at Sea,
ties.
coming to or going from thence, to be deemed natural-born
Subjetls. The General Affembly to erell Judicatories, and
to make reafonable Laws, not contrary to the Laws of
England, and to fettle Forms of Magftracy and Magiftrates,
and to impofe lawful Fines and other Penalties -, and in
general, that our faid People may be fo religioufly, peaceably,
and civilly governed -, as their good Life and orderly Converfation, may win and invite the Natives of the Country
to the Knowledge and Obedience of the only true God and
the Adventurers
Saviour of Mankind ; This with
free Profeffion," is the only and principal End of this
Plantation. A Power Martial to raife Forces for their own
Defence to kill or otherways deftroy by all fitting Ways any
who attempts the Detriment of the Colony, and upon Occafion to ufe Law Martial -, and upon juft Caufes to invade and
deftroy the Natives or other Enemies of faid Colony. Li
berty is referved to all his Majefiy* s Subjetls to Fifh, to build
This Colony is
Wharfs and Stages upon wafte Lands
hounded Eaft by the Narraganfet River, commonly called
Narraganfet Bay, where the faid River falleth into the
Sea ', and on the North by the Line of the Maffachufetts
Plantation, and on the South by the Sea ; and- from the faid
"

—

Narra-
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the South-Sea on the Weft
and
common Soccage as of our
Part.
free
Eaft
Mannor of
Greenwich, paying only the fifth Part of
Gold
and Silver that may be difcovered there.
all the Oar of
Writ
of
Howard.
By
Privy Seal,
Their prefent enacting Style is, Be it enatled by the Gth
vernor, Council and Reprefentatives, in General Court affembled, and by the Authority of the fame.

Karraganfet-Bay

on

the

Eaft

to

To be holden in

The

prefent

Hartford
Hartford

Counties and Towns are,

County.

*

Canaan
Kent

*

"WTinHfnr
Yl 1HU1UI

Weathersfield
Middletown

New-Haven
Milford
Guilford
Branford

Farmington
Symfbury
Haddam
Eaft Haddam
Colchefter
Hebron

Wallingford
Darby
Waterbury
New Milford
Durham
*
Sharon

Glaffenbury
Bolton

*

Willington
*-

New- London
New London
Norwich
Say brook

Litchfield
*
*
*

Harwinton
Hartland
Winchefter
New Hartford

*

Torrington

*

Bark- Ham pfted

*

Salifbury

T

Stafford

Toland
*

County

County*

Stonington
Killingworth
Lyme
Groton
Prefton

Colebrook
■

*

("infhpn

*

Norfolk
Cornwall

*

Fairfield
Fairfield
Stratford

County.
Nor-
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Stanford
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Plainfield

Canterbury

Greenwich

Mansfield

Woodbury
Danbury

Coventry
Pomphret

New Town

*

Ridgefield

Killingley

*

New Fairfield

Windham
Windham
Lebanon

County.

Morthlake

Afhford
Voluntown
*
Union

Being
dred

in all about

a

hun-

Reprefentatives.

fends two Reprefentatives
excepting
which are new or poor Townfhips, pay no
Colony Rates, and confequently fend no Reprefentatives
to the General Affembly or Legiflature : Haddam and
Eaft Haddam fend only one Reprefentative each.
The Freemen of each Town fhall in September meet
to chufe Reprefentatives for the General Affembly, and
twenty Perfons in Nomination for the next May general
Election. In April the twelve Affiftants to be chofen by
the Freemen of each Town out of the twenty nominated
Perfons, to be fent Seal'd up to the General Affembly,
with the Votes for the Governor, Deputy Governor, Se
cretary and Treafurer ; as alfo Votes for the Reprefenta
tives for the May Affembly called Proxies, returned by
the Conftable of each Town.
The Afliftants and the Reprefentatives are paid out of
the Colony Treafury.
Annually two general Courts, the firft at Hartford,
called the Court of Election fecond Thurfday in May,
where the Freemen fhall Elect a Governor, Deputy Go
vernor, twelve Affiftants, Treafurer and Secretary, the
fecond at New Haven fecond Thurfday in Otlober : In
the General Court fhall confift the Power of making
Laws, granting Levies, difpofing of Colony Lands, erect
ing of Judicatories and Officers, granting Releafe in Cri

Every Townfhip
*

thofe mark't

.

minal

ig|

A
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cninal or Capital Cafes, diffolving and proroguing of
themfelves. The Governor, Deputy Governor, or Se
cretary may call a General Court upon Emergencies. No
Member of the General Court during its Seffions, to be
arretted, except for Treafon or Felony. Every Town
Previous to all other
may fend one or two Deputies.
Bufinefs, the Houfe of Reprefentatives or Deputies are
chufe a Speaker and Clerk. They are the only Judges
concerning their own Election. Every Day's Abfence,
Fine 10/ to be paid to the Colony Treafurer. In an
Equivote the Governor in the upper Houfe, and Speaker
to

in the lower Houfe, fhall have

a
cafting Vote.
Courts of Judicature.
All Cafes exceeding the Value of 40/ fhall be deter
mined by a Jury of twelve Men in common Law.
Annually in January at a Town- Meeting there fhall
be chofen Jury Men to ferve in the feveral Courts, Qua
lification 50/ at leaft Free-hold rated in the general Lift ;
the Names of the Jury- Men fo chofen fhall be put in a
Box with a Lock, and when any Number of Jury-Men
are Summoned to ferve at any Court, the Town Conftable fhall at Random draw fo many out of the Box, as is
required from that Town ; any Juror fo drawn, but not
appearing at the Court, Penalty 10/; and Deficiencies
in Juries to be filled de Talibus Circumftantibus.
The
Number of Jury-Men to be annually chofen in each
Town.
In Hartford County.
New-Haven County.

Hartford
Wethersfield
Wind for

20

New-Haven
Milford

20

20

Waliingford

15

Farmington

20

10

Midletown

20

Symfbury
Glaffenbury

12

Branford
Guilford
Durham

10

Darby

Hebron

10

Waterbury

20

132

12

12

6
6
6

»7
New-

Connecticut.

Of

16$

New-London County.
New-London
'5

New-Town

Ridgefield

6

Norwich
Prefton

Greenwich

10

*5
*5
i5
15
>5
15
i5

Stonington
Groton

Lyme
Say-Brook
Killingworth

i
|

12

—-

112

Windham County.
Windham
12
12
Lebanon

—

120

Coventry

12

Plainfield

12

Canterbury
Fairfield
Fairfield

20

20

Danbury

12

N. B. I

1 Z.

Pomfret
Volentown
Afhford
Mansfield

County.

Stratford
Norwalk
Stanford

T <>

20

12
12
12

12

12

can not

108

account,

why Hadham

and

Eaft-Had-

dam, Colchefter, Bolton, Willington, Toland, and Litchfield

County of Hartford ; New-Milford, and Durham
County of New-Haven -, Woodbury in the County
of Fairfield ; and Killingley in the County of Windham,
who fend Reprefentatives to the General Court or Affem
bly, do not fend Jurors to the Courts below.
All Judges and Juftices are appointed by the General
Affembly, and commiffioned by theGovernor with the

in the
in the

Province

Seal; the Governor,

Afliftants

are

Juftices

ex

Deputy Governor,

and

Officio.

As to the Courts, where though the Cafe may be of
confiderable Value, no Jury is required ; there is
i. The Court of Probates.
2. Court of ViceAdmiralty are the fame Officers as
for New Tork.
3. Jufticiary Court of Admiralty, fome of the Judges
are from New-Tork.
Y
Vol. II.
There

i jo
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There fhall be a Superior Court of Judicature, ambu
latory from County to County •, this Court to confift of
one chitf
Judge and four other Judges f whereof three a
Quorum) and fhall have Cognizance of all Pleas of the
Crown that relates to Life, Limb, or Banifhment ; of
Divorce •, of all Pleas, Real, Perfonal, or Mixt •, the
fame to try by a Jury or otherways proceed to Judg
This Court to be held in
ment, and award Execution.
each

The chief Judge, or in his
twice annually.
of
the
three
any
Judges may call a fpecial Court
Occafions.
upon extraordinary
Any one Judge may open
and adjourn the Court, and where no Judge prefents, the
Sheriff may adjourn the Court to next Day- The Judges
to appoint and Swear their own Clerk.
An Inferior Court of Judicature to be held in each
County twice a Year, by a Judge with two or more
Juftices of the Quorum commiffioned for that Purpofe ;
to determine
by a Jury or otherways all Civil Caufes
Real, Perfonal, or Mixt, as alfo all criminal Matters, not
extending to Life, Limb, Banifhment, or Divorce. Have
Power to levy a County Tax.
A fpecial County Court may be called upon any ex
traordinary Occafion, and may adjourn themfelves to any
diftant Time, to appoint and fwear their own Clerks and
County Treafurer. Every chief Judge or Prefident, or
Moderator in any Civil Court fhall have a cafting Vote.
A Court of Probate confifting of one Judge and a
Clerk by him to be appointed, to be held in each of the
following Diftricts, called the Diftrict of Hartford, New-

County

Abfence,

haven, New-London, Fairfield, Windham, Plainfield,
Guilford, Woodbury, Stanford, Eaft Haddam, Litchfield,
Danbury, and Norwich. In difficult Cafes may call in
two or three Juftices of the Quorum.
Any Perfon
Review
to
and
the
next
agrieved may Appeal
Superior
Court of the County.
The Judges of Probates to enquire after all Efcheats^
and give Notice to the Colony Treafurer, who is to make
Sale

by publick Vendue of

all Efcheats for the Benefit
of

Of Connecticut.
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of the Colony % but if afterward any juft Title of an
Heir appear, it fhall upon reafonable Terms be reftored.
Executors after two Months Probate, neglecting to Regifter an Inventory of the Deceafed's Eftate, fhall forfeit
£. 5 per Month. Executors refufing to accept, Admini
ftration fhall be granted to the next of Kin, or principal
Creditors. Executors neglecting to prove a Will after
Adminiftration
30 Days, fhall forfeit £. 5 per Month.
Inteftate
to
the
Widow
or
of Kin at
next
Eftates,
upon
the Difcretion of the Judge of Probates. The Diftribution
of Inteftate Eftates to be, one third of the perfonal Eftate
to the Widow for ever, and her Dower of one third of
the real Eftate for Life, the Remainder to be equally di
vided among the Children, but the eldeft Son to have
a double Share •, and if all
Daughters they fhall inherit
as Copartners ; the Divifion of the Eftate to be
by three
fufficient Freeholders upon Oath appointed by the Judge
The Portion of any Child dying before of
of Probates.
Age or Married, fhall be divided among the Survivors,
No Reprefentatives to be admitted among Collaterals
Where no legal Re
after Brothers and Sifters Children.
prefentatives, the Widow fhall be allowed one Moiety of
the perfonal Eftate for ever, and one third of real Eftate
All Sales of Lands made by Adminiftrators
for Life.
fhall be void.
Marriages ; No Perfon to be Married unlefs pub
lifhed in fome Congregation, or publickly pofted up
eight Days before fuc4i Marriage. No Perfon to join
People in Marriage, befides a Juftice in the County or
the Parifh where the Parties
an ordained Minifter of
or
Minifter marrying Perfons
dwell.
Any Juftice
without Publication, and Certificate of the Confent
of the Parents or Guardians, Penalty £. 20
Any
Man endeavouring to obtain the Affections of a Maid,
without Liberty of Courtfhip from the Parents or Guar
dians, for the firft Offence £. 5 &c.
Degrees of Kin
dred forbidden Marriage, are according to the Levitical
Law, and fuch Marriages are declared to be nul and
—
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and to fit upon the Gallows with a Rope about
their Neck, and Stripes not exceeding forty, and to wear
the Letter I on their Arm or Back. If any Perfons within
faid Degrees do Marry or Cohabit, or Perfons cohabiting
after Divorce; Penalty as Adultery; excepting Cafes of
Abfence, as the Law directs, where the Superior ^ourt

void,

may grant Liberty to marry again.
A Man found a Bed with another Man's Wife, both
Men or Women
to be Whiptnot exceeding 30 Stripes.
wearing contrary Apparels, Fine not exceeding five

Pound.
The Age of Confent for Marriage is to the Man 14
./Et. to the Woman 12 Mi. No Perfon unmarried fhall
keep Houfe of himfelf, without Confent of the Town,
Penalty 20/ per Week. Contracts of Perfons under
Parents, Guardians, or Mafters are not valid. The Select
Men, and Overfeers of the Poor, with the affent of the
next Juftices, may bind out poor idle Children,
Boys to
21 Mi. Girls to 18 i£t.
The Dower for Widows where no Jointure was made
before Marriage, is one third of the perfonal. Eftate witl>
out Limitation,, and one third of the Income of the real
Eftate for Life, but to keep it in good Repair.
All Perfons of right Underftanding Mt. 21. or
up
wards though excommunicated ; by Deed or Will if
rds, may difpofe of perfonal Eftate.
17 Mt. and up
The Age for ch
; of Guardians fhall be 14 /Et. for
M..
12
for
and
Females.
Males,
Where Parents or Mafters neglect Children under their
Care, the Select Men may bind them out Boys to 21 /Et.
Girls to 18 iEt.
Ideots, Impotent and Diftracted, fhall be under the Di
rection of the County Courts, to be provided for by the
following Degrees of Kindred. Father or Mother,
Grand Father or Grand- Mother, Children or Grand- Chil
dren, if able. The Eftates of fuch (if any) by a proper
Order may be fold for their Maintenance.
Where no

fufficient Relations

or

Eftate does appear, they fhall be fup-

ported

Of
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at the Charge of the Town where they live.
The
Select- Men are to appoint them Guardians.
Idle Perfons and Drunkards, by Warrant to be brought
before a Juftice ; the Goods of fuch Perfons fhall be un
der the Management of the Select Men, who may fell
all or part (not real, without an Order of the General
Affembly,) of their Eftates, and on Deficiency, difpofe
of their Perfon to Service for a certain Time, to pay their
juft Debts. May appeal from the Select- Men to the
County Court. AH fuch Perfons aredifabled from mak
ing of Contracts.
In this Colony is no particular Court of Chancery ;
in fome Cafes the General Court act as a Court of Chan

ported

or Equity.
Jufticiary Courts of Oyer and Terminer, called Affizes
and General Goal Delivery, is the fame with the Su
perior Court.
The Court of Vice-Admiralty, the fame Judge and

cery

other Officers of that Court, which ferve for the Pro
New-Tork, ferve alfo for the Colony of Con
netlicut.
The Jufticiary Court of Admiralty for Trial of Crimes
committed at Sea confifts of Judges, fome from the Co
lony of Connetlicut, and fome from the Province of NewTork, purfuant to the Inftructions from Home.
A Juftice may determine in' any Cafe not exceeding
40/if Land is not concerned ; if the Judges find that the
jury have not attended to the Evidence, they may caufe
them to return to a fecond and third Confideration, but
The Judges to determine in Cafes of Law,
no more.
where the Jury brings in a Non Liquet or fpecial Verdict,
viz. If the Law be Jo in fuch a Point, then we find for
the Plaintiff, but if the Law be otherways, then we find
for the Defendant. May appeal from a Jufiice to the
County Court, and from thence may review to the next
County Court, or appeal to the next Superior Court ;
from the Review to the fecond County Court, may ap
peal to the next Superior Court, but without any Review
in
vince of
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in the Superior Court ; but if from the firft County
Court he appeal to the Superior Court, he is admitted to
In a Debt upon
review in the next Superior Court.
Bond, Bill, or Note for a Value not exceeding 40/ no
Appeal to be allowed, and if not exceeding £. 10 no
Appeal is allowed from a County Court.
No Appeals are allowed to the King in Council,
Some have gone home by way of Complaint at a con
fiderable Charge, but no Relief, excepting in the Cafe
of John Winthrop, Efq; who procured a Declaration of
"
That their Law concerning di
the King in Council,
viding Land Inheritance of an Inteftate was contrary to
the Law of England, and void" : but in fubfequent Cafes
this Colony have no Regard to the Declaration.
The general Affembly hear Writs of Error againft
Proceedings of the Superior Court ; and in fome Inftances
act as a Court of Chancery.
Where any other Court exceeds their Jurifdiction, the
Judges of the Superior Court may grant a Prohibition
with the fame Power, as the King's Bench in
England.
Sheriffs to be appointed by the Governor and Council
called affiftants, giving Security ; in Cafe of Riots or
great
Oppofition in his Office, may raife the Militia of the
County, and to be under his Command.

Each County appoints one King's Attorney.
In Cafes of Account, the Court may
appoint three
Auditors.
In Cafes of Abatement of a Writ, the Plaintiff
upon
his paying to the Defendant his Cofts to that Time,
may
amend the Defect and proceed.
No Writ fhall abate
for a circumftantial Miftake.
In all Actions before a Juftice, fix Days
Warning is
required ; before a County or Superior Court twelve Days.
Any Defendant upon Default, paying down to theadverfe Party Cofts, may be admitted to the
Tryal.
All Titles of Lands to be tried in the
County where
the Land lies.
No Perfon to be kept in Pnfon, where fufficient Eftate
does
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does appear ; where no Eftate appears, the Debtor fhall
fatisfy the Debt by Service.
Fees. For attending the General Court, per diem, to

Reprefentative 4/and \d per Mile,
Juftice of Superior Court 12/ ;
Affiftant Judges 9/; County Courts Chief Judge 7/ ;
Juftices of the Quorum 5/; Licence to a Tavern Keeper
3/; acknowledging any Inftrument 6d ; to the Secretary
ror the Colony Seal if; to the General Affembly for
every Petition £. 1 : Attorney's Fees, Superior Court 8 / ;
an

Affiftant

travelling

6/

out;

to a

Chief

Inferior or County Court 4/ ; Goalers Fees, Commitment
and Difcharge 2/; for dieting each Prifoner per Week
if; to a County Surveyor of Lands and for his Horfe,
N. B. Thefe Fees feem
befides Expenccs 4 / per diem-.
to be in Bills of the Emiffion equal to three and half
Old Ten. of New England common Currency.
Publick Houfes of Entertainment for each Town
be nominated in January annually by the Ma
to
giftrates, Select-Men, Conftables and Grand Jury-Men,
be approved of by the next County Court, and licenfed by them : the Houfe-Keeper not to fuffer Sons
fit Tipling, Fine 6f;
not of Age, or Servants to
and
Foreigners excepted, none to keep Com
Strangers
Houfes Evening next following the
Publick
in
pany
Lord's Day, or Days of Faft ; any Perfon found in a
Tavern (fome Exceptions) the Night before and the
Night after the Lord's Day, or after Nine o'clock in any
other Night, Fine 3/; By afpecial Warrant, Houfes may
be broke open in fearching after Perfons in Taverns ; Inha
bitants not to fit in a Tavern drinking above one Hour at a
time, excepting upon extraordinary Occafions, Fine 6/;
Tavern Hunters to be pofted up at the Tavern Doors
with a Prohibition of entertaining them upon Penalty of
£ 3 ; no Tavern-Keeper to bring an Action for Drink,
fold after two Days ; none but licenfed Houfes to fell
ftrong Liquor in Quantities exceeding one Quart if Wine
or Spirits, or one Gallon, of any other Liquor, Fine £ 3

firft Offence, ,£ 6 fecond Offence, and fo doubled every

Offence,
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be Whipt not lefs than
every Offence.

over

New-England

every

Corporation •,) the
Freeman is 2 1 jEt. and
a

tion for a Voter or
with a Freehold rated in the common Lift
perfonal Eftate rated at £. 40 befides his Poll
Townfhip Meetings or Affemblies may make
Laws or Orders, penalty of
Tranfgreffion not

20/

Townfhip Officers

cember, viz.

Select Men

to

be chofen

not

io,'

con

Qualifica
upwards,
at
50/, or
or

Perfon.

prudential
to

annually
exceeding feven.

exceed
in De

Lifters

(Affeffors) not exceeding nine, &c. all Eleftions to be
by a major Part of the qualified Voters. Town Clerks
to Regifter
Marriages, Births, and Burials.
No Perfon to be admitted an Inhabitant of a
Town,
but by Confent of the Select- Men ; no
Stranger to refide
exceeding
Days without Liberty from the Select-Men,
and the Entertainer finable. A
Stranger continuing after
being warned out, Fine 10/ per Week, or Whipt not
exceeding ten Stripes. One Year's Refidence qualifies a
Perfon for an Inhabitant.
A Stranger entertained above
four Days, the Entertainer fhall beat the
Charge if taken
fick. Vagrants to be ordered from Conftable to Conftable back to the Place
they came from ; if they return,
ihall be toties quoties
Whipt not exceeding ten Stripes.
firft
Annually
Monday of March the Proprietorfhips
—

not

conftituted into

Townfhips,

to meet and chufe
Committee to ma
nage Affairs in the Intervals of their General Meetings.
By a major Vote computed by Intereft they are to oe
chofen, and may levy Taxes as may be needed. Suffi
cient Partition Fences to be five Foot if Rails or Wooden
Fences, Stone Fence four Feet high ; or Hedges, Brooks,
Ditches, Creeks, Rivers in the Judgment of the FenceViewers, equivalent thereto. No Perfon to feed his Cat
tle in his Neighbour's Land, as if common
Field, without
leave from 10th April to 10th Otlober.
Taxes
a

are

Moderator, Clerk, Treafurer, and

a
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Taxes confift in the Articles of Rates, Impoft, and Excife.
Rates comprehends the Pol-Tax. Every Perfon an
nually, at or before September 10, to give in a Lift of his
Polls and ratable Eftate : thofe Lifts to be returned to the
General Court in Otlober : Perfons to be four-folded who
leave out Part of their Eftate, or who give in no Eftate ;
the Lifters may relieve People overcharged, may appeal
to a Juftice and
of the Select-Men of the Town.
Every Male Perfon from 1 6 to 70 Mt. to be fet in the
—■

Lift &t£. 1 8 (Governor, Deputy Governor, Affiftants, Mi
nifters of the Gofpel, Prefident and Tutors of the Colle
giate School, Students there, School- Mafters and infirm
Perfons are excufedj every Ox at £. 4 ; each Steer, Cow
or Heifer of 3 Years and upwards at £. 3; Steer or Heifer
of 2 Years at 40/; each Steer or Heifer of one Year 20/
Each Horfe or Mare of 3 Years old and upwards at £. 3;
of two Years old 40/ of one Year old 20/ Every Swine
Each dwelling Houfe
one Year old and upwards 20/.
with adjoining Land 20/ per Acre ; plow and mowing
Land in fome Counties 15/ 'mothers 10/ in others yf6d.
per Acre ; boggy mowing Meadow Land 5/ per Acre ;
Peculiars to
all upland Pafture or Mowing 8/ per Acre.
be affeffed by the neareft Town. Veffels at 15/ per Tun.
The Prefident of Tale College, and all Minifters of the Gof
pel, their Eftates in the Towns where they live are exemp
ted. All allowed Attornies atthe Law,j£. 50 their Faculty;
All
and others higher in Proportion to their Bufinefs.
Traders &c. to be rated for their Faculties at the Difcretion of the Lifters.
In our American Colonies, in affefling of Rates,
Rates.
real Eftate is generally valued at feven Years Income,
which is favourable. In Great- Britain Lands are fold at
20 to 30 Years Purchafe.
In Connetlicut id. Rate, produces £ 4000 to £. 5000
.

Currency.
Impost.

There is

a

high Duty upon the Exportation
to the neighbouring Govern-

of all Timber and Lumbtr
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Maffachufetts, New-Tork, Rhode-IJland, and NewHampfhire ; this is defigned in Lieu of a Prohibition,
that after fome Years the Colony may not be deftiThe Impoft upon Rum is
tute of thofe Materials.
per
Gallon id. if imported directly from the Weft-Indies or
Sugar Iflands, and 2 d. from all other Parts; a Draw-back
is allowed upon its Exportation.
All foreign trading Veffels not owned in the
Colony
at Clearing,
to pay
Powder Money to the Naval

ments

Officer.
The Governor with Advice of the

Council, upon OcTime prohibit the
Exportation of Grain and other Provifions ; Delinquents
forfeit thefe Goods by an Order obtained from a
fpecial
County Court.
cafion, by Proclamation may for

a

Excise 3 dper Gallon on all Wines and diftilled Li
The
quors ; this is applied to defray County Charges.
County Courts to appoint Receivers of the Excife, Fees
2/ in the Pound. Receivers may agree with the Pub
lick Houfes by the Year.
The Act regulating Maratime Affairs extends from
P. 147 to P. 152, in 27 Sections in their Law Book
5

contain any Thing peculiar.
the
Act for forming and
By
regulating the Militia.
The Governor to be Capt. General, the Deputy Governor
Lieut. General : the Military Companies of the feveral
Townfhips to be formed into 13 Regiments of Foot, and
to each Regiment of Foot, one
Troop of Horfe of 64
Men, Officers included. The Field Officers of each

does

not

Regiment, Colonel,Lieut. Col. and Major to be appointed
by the General Affembly and commiffioned by the Go
Once in four Years to be called
vernor.
together for
Regimental Exercife. All Male Perfons from 16 to 50
Mt. to attend Military Mufters, excepting Indians and
Negroes, Secretary, Juftices, Church Officers, Members
of the Collegiate School, allowed Phyficians and
Surgeons,
Reprefentatives, School -Mafters, Attornies at Law, a Mil
ler
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ler to each Grift Mill, Ferry Men, conftant Herdfmen,
conftant Mariners, Sheriffs, Conftables, and impotent
Perfons. All Militia lifted Soldiers to be provided, be
fides his Accoutrements, with one Pound of good Powder,
four Pound of Bullets, and twelve Flints. In each Com
pany of 64 Soldiers befides Officers, there fhall be a Capt.

Lieut. Enfign, and four Sergeants ; where 32 Soldiers,
there fhall be a Lieut. Enfign, and two Sergeants ; where
but 24 Soldiers there fhall be two Sergeants. The Com
panies to be Trained four Times a Year, every Soldier
for not Appearance to pay 3 /
The Arms and Ammunition of all Perfons in the Go
vernment to be viewed on the ffrft
Monday of May An
nually. Each trooping Horfe freed from Rates and Impreffes. Diforders on Training Days, may be punifhed
by laying Neck and Heel, riding the Wooden Horfe,
or 15/
The Fines to be applied for Colours, Drum
mers, Halberts, Banners, Trumpets, Trumpeters, and
other Charges of the Company. The Colony to pro
vide a Magazine of Powder and Shot, and the SelectMen of each Town to provide Military Stores for their
Towns.
The Select Men may appoint Watches and Wards in
their refpective Towns.
Any Perfons may form themfelves into Artillery Com
panies fo called, for promoting of Military Exercifes.
Deferters from the King's Service Sea or Land, Fine
£ 20 and half a Year's Imprifonment.
The Training Militia of this Colony may confift of
about 15,000 Men. 1740 at a great Struggle in the
Election of a Governor, there were about 4,000 Freemen
a

.

Voters. 4.
No
4 fn the Houfe of Reprefentatives of Maffachufetts- B'ay, in their
Journal June 3, 1748, they declare that Connetlicut is two Thirds as
big (meaning in Perfons and Eftates, but not in Extent of Territory,
Plymouth and Province of Main included) as the Province of Mcjjachufrtts Bay. With Submiflion, I find ConneSicut not half fo big in
Numbers and Eftates as Maffachufetts- Bay. At Times by the prudent
Adminiftration
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No Impreffes of Perfons or Cattle, but .by Warrant,
with a reafonable Allowance for Service, and for Damages
if any happen.

Their

Produce, Manufactures, Trade and Navigation.

Connetlicut ufes fcarce any foreign Trade ; lately they
fend fome fmall Craft to the Weft-India Iflands ; they
vent their Produce in the neighbouring Continent Colo
nies, viz. Wheat, Indian Corn, Beaver, Pork, Butter,
Horfes, and Flax. For fome Years they have been en
deavouring to raife Hemp and Flax ; Flax may fucceed,
but Hemp feems to require a ftronger Soil and warmer
Climate, it thrives better further South, as in Penfylva'
nia *, that from the northern Parts, does not drefs fo
Adminiftration of the Jurifdiftion of Connetlicut Colony, their Taxes
were
only £. 4000, to £. 5000 Currency per Ann. whereas the Polls
and Rates of Maffachufetts, were at the fame Time per Ann. about

£.

400,000 Currency.
1742, by the Valuation on Maffachufetts- Bay were 41,000 White
Males taxable for Polls ; allowing for Concealments they may be eftimated at 50,000 Fencibles ; which
multipied by 4 according to Dr.

HulUfs Rules,

makes 200,000, Men, Womon, and Children ; and in
In general the neareft Eftimate
be made of the People in Nenv-England, is

Connecticut about 10^,000 People.

that

can

Maffachufetts-Bay

200,000

Connetlicut

1

Rhode-Ifland

Neiv- Hampfhire

00,000

30,000
24,000

354,000
One fourth Part of thefe are 90,000 fencible Men, one fifth is
70,000 fencible marching Men, fufficient to fwallow up the French of
Canada, and Cape Breton Iflands at a few Meals or Encounters.
In political fiallances, the Number of Inhabitants is a grand Article.
In Great- Britain and Ireland are about 10 Millions of People, in France
about double that Number, in Spain about 5 Millions, according to the
Duke de Riperda's Eftimate, in the feven United Provinces called Hol
land, about 3 Millions ; but the Produce of Trade called Money,
fometimes fupplies the Inferiority of fencible Men, thus the general
Ballance of Trade being in Favour of Holland, it is become the Center
of Exchange for all Europe.

kindly,
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The Ruffia Hemp exported
nor whiten fo well.
from the northern Parts of Archangel, Narva, Revel, and
Riga is brought down from the fouthern Parts of Ruffia.
Wool, Hemp, Flax and Iron are the general Materials
The raifing and manufacturing
of all our Manufactures.
of Hemp, Flax, or any other Herba into Cordage, Cauras,
and other Linnen is a general and great Advantage with
out any Detriment to our Mother Country ; it may be
fomeDifad vantage to our Traders to Ruffiia, Germany, and
Holland ; but private Lucration ought to give way to a
publick Good. The Linnen Bufinefs employs variety of
People, pulling the Flax, watering of it, breaking, fwingling, hackling, fpinningj, weaving, &c.
Some Years fince, the Government of Connetlicut, efta
blifhed a Corporation for Commerce, called the NewLondon Society, but in the fraudulent Humour of thefe
Times, contrary to the Defign of their Inftitution, they
foon began to Manufacture printed Society Notes to be
impofed as a Currency : The Government in their
wonted Prudence declared it a Nufance ; thefe Bills were
forbid a Currency, and called in at the Charge of the

kindly,

Society.
In all Countries the Inhabitants may be reduced to
i. Villinage or Coatters.
2.
three Gaffes,
Teomanry or
Farmers who improve their own Freeholds; and 3. Gentry
who live by the Rents of their Eftates farmed to others ;
the fecond fort is generally our Cafe.
Irifh Potatoes or Solanum Efculentum tuberafum^ C. B. P.
is much planted in New England, thrives well, and is of
good Ufe ; Varieties here, are the rough Coat,red Coat, flat
[White, and long White : my Tafte prtfers the rough Coat.
*
There is Copper Ore in Simjbury Hills, about a dozen
Miles
*

I learnt from Mr. Baden, as was hinted before, an ingenious Mi
and Effager fent from London, a few Years fince by a Company of
Gentlemen, to explore Neiv England lor Metalick Ores and Minerals;
he found, 1. Bog and Rock Iron Ore in plenty, but not profitable.
ner

2.

Some Lead Ore, but fo intermixed with Rock and

Spar,

as

not to

turn

>

1
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it has been wrought,1
prefent it lies dormant.
For their Wheat and Indian Corn ; fee elfe where, as
alfo for their Merchantable fait Pork.
Ship building and Staves are their chief Lumber Export.
-f- Wool not fufficient for the Home Confumption of
the Colony.
A very confiderable Produce in the Colony of ConnecHcut is a Seminary of Learning, or Schola Illuftris, called a
Collegiate College, and when Profeffors in feveral Sciences

Miles Weft of Connetlicut River
but did not turn to Accouut ; at

;

I. In Simfbury near Connetlicut
any Account.
River, there
three different Companies wrought for Copper Ore ; Mr. Belcher
and Cafiwell, they alfo ere&ed a fmelting Houfe in Bofton, thofe
turned to no Account, and the Affair dropt ; 2. Some afTociated Mer
chants of Bofton, got a Leafe of fome adjacent Copper Mine Lands,
they carried it on with Vigour, and fent Quantities of their Ore to
England, the Company found the Scheme turn to no Advantage, and
delated. 3. A Company of Bites, rented fome adjoining Lands ;
they pretended to find fome Shoades, a good Symptom forVeins ; they
put fome of thefe pretended rich Shoades aboard of a fmall Sloop ; this
Sloop perhaps by Contrivance funk in Connetlicut River ; the Owners
did not find it advifable to weigh the Ore.left the Fallacy of the Shoades
might be difcovered. Schaylers rich Copper Mines in the Jerfies are
not much
wrought, the Owners keep them depofited as old Gold.
There are fome Symptoms of Copper Ore in Attleborough, but not
explored. In Attleborough there is a Magnatick Iron Ore, it yields a
red fhot Iron, not good. See Vol. I. p. 540^In Attleborough Gore
is fome Copper Ore, but fo intermixed with the Iron Rock Ore, as
to render both unprofitable.
Mr. Baden found fome Allom Slate or Stone ; but no vitriol Stone
or Pyrites, fuch as ii found both Sides of River Thames in
England,
along the Kentijh and Eft x Shores ; no fait Springs ; we have Rudle,
which ferves to mark Sheep and may ferve as a Ground Colour for
Priming, as Spanijh Broun, and Black Lead in Brimfeld, thefe are not
Metaiick Ores, but Boles or Terras ; of Okers there are none of any
Value, fome yellow Oker.
In AVw- England, they do not forge Bar Iron fufficient for their
Home Confumption, by Bloomeries and Refineries ; they import from
England, Neiv -York, ferfees, Penfylvania and Maryland.
\ England is always jealous of our exporting Sheeps Wool to foreign
Market, but it may be uepended upon, that our New England Wool is
not fufficient for Home Confumption ; and we Import many Woolens
Some Years fince, but not at prefent, fome was
from Great Britain.
fhipt from Nantucket to Frame, very fmall Quantities.

turn to
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endowed, it will be called an Univerfity ; this Plant
is vigorous and thriving, under the Cultivation of the pre
fent Prefidfnt, the worthy Reverend Mr. Clap.
are

Some Account

of

Connecticut College, called Tale
in New- Haven.

College

Anno 1636 The General Affembly of MaffachufettsBay (fee Vol. I. p. 543.) granted fome Money towards
erecting a College or Collegiate School in Cambridge near
Bofton ; the People of Connetlicut contributed fome fmall

and after fome Years, becaufe of the Diftance
their Minifters and fome in Civil Authority
prefented 1701,8 Memorial to the General Affembly,
defiring that a Collegiate School might be erected and en
dowed, and propofed 10 Minifters of 40 F£x. and up
wards, as Truftees for ordering the fame ; Survivors to
feven to be a Quorum : accordingly
fupply Vacancies,
*
for
this
Charter
a
Purpofe was granted Otlober 1701,
make
to appoint Officers,
Laws, but not repugnant to
Civil
of
the
Laws
the
Government, to give Degrees,
not exceeding the yearly Value of £. 500,
Lands
poffefs
and other Eftate, and to receive yearly out of the pub
lick Treafury, £. 100 Currency + ; Saybrook was refolved
upon as a proper Place, and the Truftees chofe Mr.
Pierfon Minifter of Killtngworth for Rector, 4- and untill
a Place could be fitted up in Seabrook, the Scholars were
to meet at the Rector's Houfe in Killingworth, where they
continued till the Rector's Death, 1707. Mr. Hemmingway, fince Minifter of Eafthaven, was the firft Schollar
and Solus about half a Year. Several of the Truftees
gave Books out of their own Libraries to begin a Library
for the College ; Mr. Lynde of Saybrook gave a Houfe
and Land ; Major James Fitch of Norwich gave Land in

Matter
and

*

;

Charge,

This Charter

fachufetts Bay.
f Equal at the
J. The

was

drawn up

Time

Rector and

to

10

about

by

Mr.

£.

70 Sterl.

Secretary Addingtonoi Maf

Truftees conftituted the

Corporation.
Kil-
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Killingley,

which

were

afterwards 1730 converted into

Tfiere
628 Acres in Sahfbury.
the
tion throughout
Colony.

was a

general

Contribu

»

Rector Pierfon*s Death, Mr. Andrews of Milford
was chofen /w tempore untill they could procure a refident
Rector, and the Senior Clafs was removed to Milford,
the others to Saybrook under the care of two Tutors ;
they boarded at private Houfes, and went to School at
their Tutors Chambers under the Infpectionof Mr. Buck
ingham of Seabrook, one of the Truftees, and continued in
this State about 7 Years, in this fpace of Time fundry Do
nations of valuable Books were made to the Library, particu
larly by Sir John Davie of Groton upon his Recovery of the
family Honours and Eftate in England. The greateft Do
nation of Books was from the Generofity and Procurement
of Jeremiah Bummer, Efq; Agent in London, Ann. 17 14,
he fent over above 800 Volumes of valuable Books,
whereof about 120 Volumes at his own Coft, and the
reft by Procurements from Sir Ifaac Newton, Sir Richard
Blackmore, Sir Richard Steel, Dr. Burnet, Dr. Woodward,
Dr. Halley, Dr. Bentley, Dr. Rennet, Dr. Calamy, Dr.
Edwards, Mr. Henry, MrxWhtfloni &c. Governor Tale
of the Eaft-India Company, fe*ht 300 Volumes : But a great
Part of this valuable Library was loft in a tumult upon
the Removal of the Library from Seabrook.
There were Divifions concerning a fixed Situation for
the College, and in the mean while 17 18, it was agreed
that the Students might go where they faw caufe to be
inftructed : the greater part went to Wethersfield under
the Inftruction of Mr. Elifha Williams, afterwards Rector,
fome remained at Saybrook under the Tuition of Mr. Hart
and Mr. Ruffel.

Upon

6. The Majority of the Truftees voted a conveni
College and Rector'sHoufe to be erected in Newhuven,
which was effected accordingly, but with much Opr-nfition and Confufion from the Northern and Eaftern Parts
1

7

1
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of the Colony ; * the Truftees notwithstanding held
their firft Commencement at New-Hdven in September
1717The forefaid Elihu Tale Efq; an Eaft India Merchant,
from his Correfpondence with Mr. Saltonftal Governor
of Connetlicut, beftowed in the whole, £. 100 Sterl. in
three hundred Volumes of Books, and about £. 400
Sterl. in Effects, and by Will defigned £. 500 Sterl. more,
but this was never accomplifhed ; 171 8 Mr. Dummer
fent more Books Value £. 30 ; and Jahaleal Brenton, Efq;
of Newport, Rhode-Ifland, gave^. 50 Sterl. The College
Building was raifed Otlober 3. 171 7, 170 Feet long, 21
Feet wide, and 3 Stories high ; coft about £. 1030 Sterl.
contained above 50 Studies, befides the Hall, Library,
and Kitchen;
September 12, 171 8, there was a fplendid
Commencement, and the Truftees gave it the Name of
Tale College, and fent a Letter of Thanks to Mr. Tale
for his Generofity to the Colony, and Letters of Thanks
to Mr. Dummer, and General Nicbolfon for their Dona
In December following, upon removing
tions of Books.
from
Books
of the
Saybrook, there happened a Tumult,
valuable Books, and fundry Pa
moft
of
the
about 250
were
of
conveyed away by unknown
Importance
pers
Hands and never could be recovered.
1
719. The Truftees chofe Mr. Cutler, Minifter of
Stratford to be a Refident Rector, and for his Accommo
dation a Rector's Houfe was built 1722, coft by Subfcrip
tion, £. 35, by Impoft upon Rum^. 115, and fome
Part out of Mr.Tale's Donations by Sale of Lands £. 120
and by. a general Contribution £. 55.
1722. At the Commencement he declared himfelf to
be of the Church of England, and defigned for Epifcopal
Orders,v/h\ch by going to England,heobta.\ned with a D.D.
The College conat prefent he is a Miffionary in Bofton.
*

The Affair' was referred to the. General Afleiibly 1 7 1 7, the upper
and lower Houfe differed, and the reference dropt. N B. laft Year
there were Schollars refiding at i\\-vj il«*,.it 13 j a; IVethcrsfidd 14, at
Sa\hrook only 4.
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tinued without a Refident Rector four Years; the forefaid
Mr. Andrew performed thisOfficeat theirCommencements.
1723. The general Affembly gave to the College an
additional Explanatory Charter, 7 viz. that a Truftee
might refign at Pleafure, that feven Truftees fhould be a
Quorum and to act by a Majority, that a Minifter of 30
j£t. might be chofen a Truftee, and that the Rector
fhould be a Truftee ex Officio.
Mr. Daniel Turner of London fent them a Collection of
valuable Books, 28 Volumes in Pbyfick and
Surgery ; the
College conferred upon him a Diploma of M. D.
1725. September 29, The Truftees chofe Mr. Elifho>
Williams Minifter of Newington Parifh in
Wethersfield as
Rector, and upon giving his Confent to the Confeffion of
Faith and Rules of Church
Difcipline agreed upon by
the Churches of the Colony of Connetlicut, he was instal
led Rector by the Truftees ; he reformed the
College
very much, and advanced ufeful and polite Literature.
In Otlober, ly 32. The General
Affembly granted to
the College 1 500 Acres of Land,
being 300 Acres in each
of the new Towns of Norfolk, Canaan,
Gofhan, Cornwall
and Kent : which after fome Years
may be valuable.
1732. The Rev. Dr. George Barkley Dean of Derry,.
now Bifhop of Cloyne in Ireland, came over to found an
Epifcopal College in the Continent of North-America, or
the Britifh Weft- India Ifiands ; he refided fome Time at
Newport of Rhode-Ifland, and purchafed a Country
Seat with about 96 Acres of Land.
For certain Reafons,
he gave over his Defign of
erecting an Epifcopal
and returned to England-,
although there was
peculiar in his Manner, he was a Gentleman of general
Learning, and of a generous Difpofition to propagate the
fame among Mankind ; he was a
good Judge of the
World, and of all our Colonies and Seminaries of Learn-

College',
fomething

+ It is faid to have been drawn up
by Governor Saltcnftal.
At the firft founding of this
College, ic was ordered, that where no
fpecial Provifion u as made by the Truftees, the Laws of Harvard
fhould be their Rule.
College in the Province of

Maffachufetts-Bay

Of Connecticut.
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ing ; (the Epifcopal College of William/burg in Virginia not
excepted,; he gave the Preference to the College of Con
netlicut, a laudable Colony ; he gave his Farm in RhodeIfland to this College, the Income to be Premiums from
Time to Time for the beft Greek and Latin Scholars in
the Judgment of the Prefident and Senior
Epifcopal
Miffionary of the Colony ; this has been fome Incite
ment to excel in the
Clafficks. He gave them a fine
Collection of Books of near iooo Volumes, whereof 260
were Folio's, £.400 Sterl. Value.
Thefe Donations were
made partly out of the Dean's own Eftate, but
principally
out of the Monies
put into his Hands for founding the

Epifcopal CellegL
Rector Williams, by reafon of Indifpofitions Ottober r,
3
*739> refigned, returned to his own Eftate in Wethersfield*
and was employed in a Civil and
Military Capacity. The
Reverend, Learned, Worthy, and Mathematically. Ingeni
ous Mr.
Thomas Clap, Minifter of Windham fucceeded }
and in April 1 740, gave his Aflent to the Seabrook Ar
ticles 1708, of Faith and
Difcipline; he had been "14
Years Minifter of Windham, he was inftalled Rector : His
firft Effay was to form a new Body of Laws, and to
place
the Books of the Libraryj in a
proper diftinct Order, to be
with Facility come at ; this Catalogue is
printed.
1742. The General Affembly augmented the annual
Grant to the College, whereby they were enabled to
fupport three Tutors and a Rector (formerly one Tutor
carried on two Gaffes; the Prefident
requires confiderable
Encouragement, as he is obliged to perform the Office of
Prefident, Profeffor of Divinity, Profeffor of Mathematicks, and of a Tutor in ©rdinary.
1744. Anthony Nougier of Fairfield, by Will left to the
College £. 27 Sterl. to be puc to Intereft.
The Affembly was petitioned by the Truftees, for a
new and more
perfect Charter, whereby che College was
to be incorporated
by the Name of the Prefident and
Fellows (not Truftees; of Yah College in New-Haven.
This was approved of by the Name of an A:t fcr the
^

more

1
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full and compleat Eftablifliment of Tale Co!lege,Scc,
Dated May 9, 1745, it is ordained, 1. That T Thomas
Clap, Samuel Whitman, fared Eliot, Ebenezer William*,
Jonathan Afarfh, Samuel Cooke, Samuel Whiltlefey, Jofeph
Noyes, Anthony Stoddard, Benjamin Lord and Daniel Wadfworlh, are a Body corporate and politick by the Name of
the President and Fellows of Yale College' in
New Haven, with Succeffion. 2. All former Donations
to this Collegiate School, though in various Exprefiions,
are. con firmed and veiled in the faid Prefident and Fel
lows, with Succeffion, 3, That the forefaid Prefident and
Fellows fhall continue during Life, or until they refign,
or are
difplaced. 4. There fhall be a general Meeting
of the Prefident and Fellows annually fecond Wednefday
of September, the Major Vote of the Members prefent
fhall be definitive; in Cafe of an Equivote, the Prefident
fhall have a cafling Vote : 5. The Prefident and Fel
lows, fix at leaft, concurring, may remove and appoint in
their room a Prefident and Fellows, a Clerk, a Treafurer,
Tutors, Profeffors, Steward, and other neceffary Servants,
6. That the Prefident, Fellows, Tutors, Profeffors, and
all other Officers, before they enter upon the Execution
of their Office, fhalL.publickly take the Oaths, and fubfcribe the Declaration appointed, 1 Georgis I. 7. The
Corporation may appoint from Time to Time Regulations
not
repugnant to the Laws of England or of the Colony,
but may be difallowed by the General Affembly.
8.
The Corporation may confer Degrees as in other Col
leges. 9. All Eftates belonging to the College (if real,
not exceeding the Value of £. 500* Sterl. per Ann.) all
Members and re fid en t Officers of the College, Tutors and
mote

Students,

are

exempted

from Rates,

Military Service,

T This is an ingenious Gentleman, Mathematically learned ; at this
Time 1750, .contriving fome Compendium? and other Improvements
in Aftronomical Calculations.
Many of the Students (Students in Col
lege about $0) are expert in Aftronomical Calcluations, from the folid
good Tuition and Inflruclion of the worthy Mr. Clap, a Credit to the

Colony.

working
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working upon the High \Vay ,&c. 10. A Grant of £. 100
Proclamation Money annual.' v during the Pleafure cf the
=

Affembly.
1745. Phillip Living/Ion Efq;

of the King's Council
had four Sons educated in this Col
lege, gave £. 200 Currency, to begin a Foundation for a
Profeffor of Divinity, to be called Livingftoman Profeffor

of New Tork,

of

as

he

Divinity.
1746. Mr.
Dealer^ left

Samuel Lambert of New London, Merchant
fome Lands to the College, bu: from fjme
Intricafes in his Affairs, they turned to no great Account,
excepting about 100 Acres in Wallingford, and 62 Acres
in New Haven.
There were a great many fmaller Donations from
Time to Time, which in a Summary are not to be enu
merated, and for' the fame Reafons I am obliged to omit
the Lifts, from the Foundation to this Time, of the lucceffive Rectors or Prefidents, Truftees, Trcafurers and
Tutors.
1748. Upon a Motion of the Prefident, the General
Affembly ordered a new College to be built at publick
Colony Charge, 100 Feet long, and 40 Feet wide, 8
Rooms on a Floor, 3 Stories high, befides Garrets and
/
Cellars.
or

Regulations as to the Degrees

of Batchellors and
Harvard
Mafters
College of the Pro
fee
Vol.'
II.
of
vince
Maffachufetts-Bay,
p. 546.
This College at New-Haven thrives much -, in Sept.
1749, there commenced 11 Mafters and 23 Batchelors ;
at Cambridge in Maffachufetts-Bay, July 1745, there com
menced only 9 Mafters and 2'?. Batchelors, though a Col
lege of much longer Standing, and in a large Govern
at that Time it was obferved by many, that
ment :
every thing in the Province of Maffachufetts-Bay was upon
the Decline, attributed to the bad late civil Adminiftra
tion.
The

are

the fame

as

in

Mountains

i

;3
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Mountains and Rivers.

broken Land, that is, Hills and
Dales,
Simfbury or the Copper Mine
Hills are their higheft Lands, but not fertile, as it is faid
of all Metalick Ore Hills.
The noted Rivers and Runs of Water in Connetlicut
are, i. Thofe which fall into Thames River or New- Lon
2. Connetlicut River with its Branches.
don long Creek.
River
with its Branches, which at Strat
3. Houfatonick
into
falls
Long-Ifland Sound. Paukatuke River which
ford
divides Rhode-Ifland Colony from Connetlicut Colony, and
Byram River which divides Connetlicut Colony from the
Province of New-Tork are of no Confideration. 4. Upon
the Long Ifland Sound is a range of Townfhips.
Connetlicut is

generally

but well Watered.

Thames River is a long navigable Creek of about
Miles
14
deep, the Head of it is in Norwich -, This is the
Barcadier for all the Eafterly Parts of Connetlitut, and in
Time may be the principal trading Place of the Colony j
at
prefent the Townfhip of Norwich pays the higheft Tax
of any Townfhip in the Colony, and confifts of five
or fix Parifnes.
From Connetlicut River to the Eaftern
of
the
Colony, is an extraordinary well watered
Boundary
Country, confifting of two principal Rivers and their
'Branchings, which fall into the bottom of this Creek in
Norwich, thefe two Rivers are Satucket and higher Wilemantick, and Quenebaug. Quenebaug rifes in Brimfield, paffes through Stur bridge, and Dudley in the Province of
Maffachufetts-Bay, thence in the Colony of Connetlicnt it
1.

divides Pomfret from Killingley, Canterbury from Plainfield,
and in Norwich falls into Sakatuke River which difcharges
into Thames River or Creek : This River from Brimfield
of Maffachufetts-Bay, in its Courfe in Thomfon Parifh of
Killingley 01 Connetlicut receivesFrenchKivex from Leicefter
and Oxford, and further in Killingley receives five Mile
River, whereof Honeycomb Brook comes from Douglafs,
and Muddy Brook from Woodftock, next Nathomy Brook

from
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from Pomfret, Moufafhop River from Valington, Rouland's
Brook in Canterbury, and many other Runs of Water too
minute to be mentioned : Quenebaug River falls into Sa~
tacket River a few Miles before it difcharges into the faid
Creek. Satucket River where it originates in Brimfield is
called Willemanlick River, and in Stafford of Connecticut
receives feveral fmall Runs of Water, it divides Toland
from Willington, and Coventry from Mansfield •, in Windbam (where it is called Windham River,) it receives in its
Weftern Side Stagungamog River and Hope River, on itsWeftern Side it receives Manchcag River which had re
ceived Fenton River, and higher had received in /Iftfford
Bigelow River, Still River and Bungea River from Ur.ion
and IVoodftoch ; in Norwich it received Quenebaug River,
as

above.

Connetlicut River with it? Branches and Townfhips
its Branches are enumerated Vol. I.
upon the River,
Section of Maffachufetts-Bay.
in
the
&c
p. 459,
2.

n

2.

Vol.

Houfatonick, Weftenhock, oi^Stratford River,
I. p. 456.

fee

Long-Ifland Sound is a delightful and
good Townfhips, the Glory of 3!! our
American Plantations, Stonington, Groton, New- London,
Lyme, Saybrook, Killingfworth, Guilford, Brantford, I\ewHaven, Milford, Stratford, Fairfield, Norwalk, Stamford,
4.

Upon

the

profitable Range

of

and Greenwich.
are annually Elective, that is, very
not
mention
fuch temporary Matters ;
I
fhall
variable,
that
the
Winthrop Family Ins for many
only obferve,
Years been the moft noted in New- England : Mr. Win
throp was the firft refident Governor of Maffachufsits- Bay
his Son John Winthrop Efq-, procured the prefent Char
ter of Connetlicut Colony, and was their Charter or firft

AstheGovERNORS

Governor, and afterwards their elective Governor for
many
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many Years ; this Man's Son John was fucceffively Go
vernor for many Years he died Hit.
69. November 27.
in
of
born
was
NewIpfwich
England 1638 ;
1707,
Gurdon Saltonftal, a worthy Man, a Congregatipnalift
Preacher was elected in his room, and was with good
content fucceffive Governor, elected for many Years till
Death, Otlober \yi\, was fucceeded by Jofeph Talcot,
Efq-, &c.
Currencies, I refer to the Appendix •, at prefent only
obferve, that the £. 28,000 Sterl. Reimburfement, and
Rates of feven Pence per Annum will cancel all their
*
Paper Currency, in two or three Years.

*

In NtrJu England, we are fiill in confufion as to our Paper Curren
Governor Sh
y's precipitate Scheme of 1749, nas nac^ a b*^
effect, nothing cou'd be rather excepting the Cape Breton Expedition,
where the Chance agamic us was vaftly great, but beyond all humane*
Probability fuccelrful ; the unexpecled Intervention of fome Britifh
Men of War under the direction of Mr. Warren alleviates the Miraculoufnefs of the Affair ; it peculated and depopulated New- England,
occafioned near one Million Sterling additional national Debt to the
Kingdom of Great-Britain, and final y was reftored to the French in a
better State than Statu quo.
Perhaps the Ch do Settlement in Nofa-Scotia as a Barrier againft the Canada and Cape Beton Fiench
with their Indians, at prefent carried on with much vigour, may turn to
■^he fame bad Account as G
gia (which God forbid) faid to be a
Barrier againft our Southern Enemies the Spaniards, and their Indians.
Myfteries of State I do noc pretend to explore or explain, qu^e fupra
the Soil adjacent to Ch
ves ncn ad ncs ;
tlo is fo
irrecoverably bad,
it can never be a Plantation ; it may anfwer as a good
fifhing Vil
lage, or may as a place of Arms, be fupported at a great Charge : I
do not fay this was a political Amufement, to divert People (by
giving
them fomething to play with in their Imaginations) from
convafling
the Surrender of Cape Brtton without any Equivalent to the Britifh
Nation, not fo much as an explicit Confirmation of the Ceflion of
cies

;

—

—

—

—

or VAccaiie.
That Neiv- England ii> ftiil in confufion, appears, it By the AfTemJbly of Maffachufetts- Bay being perhaps obliged to difpenfe with an Aft
of their own, confirmed by the King in Council, and to prolong tr.s
Time for canceling their Province Bills r The generality of the refponfible Mercbantsof Rhode- Ifland, though they have always decla
red againft multiplying of a depreciating Currency, in a Memorial to
the General Aflembly of Rhode- Ifland, fay, though the Ad Dtcembtr

Nova-Scotia,
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fhall here infert Abftratls of fome of their Laws, extmplary, natural, plain, and concife, adapted to Plantations.
/

In the late authoratative Revifal C1750) of their mu
nicipal Laws ; The introductory Law or Aft, is, in the
Manner of a Magna Charta, fecuring the general Privi
Majefty's Subjects in the Colony, in thefe
leges of his
"
Be it enatled, &c. That no Man's Life fhall
Words,
be taken away, no Man's Honour or good Name fhall
be ftained,no Man's Perfon fhall be arretted, reftrained,bani(hed,difmembred,or other wayspunifhed ; no Man fhall
be deprived of his Wife and Children •, no Man's Goods
or Eftate fhall be taken away from him, nor
any ways indamaged under colour of Law, or countenance of Au
thority ; unlefs it be by Virtue or Equity of fome ex
prefs Law of the Colony warranting the fame, eftablifhed
by the General Court, and fufficiently publifhed. In
Cafe of defect: of fuch Laws in any particularCafe, by
fome clear and plain Rule warranted by the Word of
God.

All his Majefty's Subjects within this Colony, whether
they be Inhabitants or not, fhall enjoy the fame Juftice and
Law, that is general for the Colony, in all Cafes proper
for civil Authority, and Courts of Judicature in the fame ;
and that without partiality or delay.
That no Man's Perfon fhall be reftrained or impriibned
1748 of Maffachufetts-Bay for drawing in their publick Bills of Credit,
in a too violent and hafty Manner.
2. The Colony of RhodcJfland this Spring 1751, have emitted £. 100,000 Currency with a

was

to be
cancelled after ten Years ; this is a Step
towards Reformation.
Connecticut continues honeft.
Neiv Hampfhire''s always inclinable

greater Intereft and

to a

depreciating

fraudulent

Paper Currency,

from

a

difference be

their Governor and Houfe of Reprefentatives, formerly men
tioned Vol. II. p. 34, have had no legiflative Capacity for foirue
Time, and confequently incapable of augmenting their Paper Currency,
much to the detriment of- their Governor, who by confenting to fucb.
EjnifTions, might have obtained an addition to hisSallary.
tween

Vol. II.

B b
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194 ^Summary, Historical

Law hath fenany Authority whatfoever, before the
will
he
if
and
can
tenced him thereunto •,
give or put in
his
for
or
fufficient Security, Bail,
Appearance
Mainptize
and good Behaviour in the mean Time, unlefs it be for
Crimes, contempt in open Court, or in fuch Cafes

by

capital

where fome

exprefs

Law doth allow

or

Crder the fame.

No Perfon, except in his own Cafe, other than a qua
lified Attorney, is allowed to plead at the Bar : in Cafes
not exceeding £. 5, one Attorney only is allowed : in
larger Cafes, two Attornies and no more.
Each Town fhall have a peculiar Brand for their Horfes
on the near or left Shoulder.
AH Cafk fhall be of the London Aflize,viz. But?, 126

Gallons, Puncheons, 84 Gallons, Hogfheads, 63 Gallons,
Tierces, 42 Gallons, Barrels 31 and half Gallons.
Miller's Allowance for grinding perBufhel, three Quart*
Indian Corn, two Quarts other Grain, one Quart Malt.
have a Sealer of Weights and Meafures.
In Connetlicut, as generally among the Congregation
alifts of New England, according to the Jewifh Manner*
they begin and end the Lord's Day at the fetting of the
Sun.
Here are about 150 eftablifhed Minifters called Prefby
terians, Congregationalifts, and Confociated ; befides con
fcientious Diffenters, faid not to be eftablifhed but tole
In fome Townfhips are many Parifhes or Precincts.
rated.
In all our Colonies voluntary Aflbciations (moft of
which may afterwards be confirmed or incorporated by
Provincial or Colony Charters) towards Accademies and
Libraries, ought to be encouraged.
The civilizing and chriftianizing of the Indians was one
great and profeffed Condition in all our Royal Grants.

Every Town to

endeavour a ftrict pedantick Narration ; but
in
a
common Place Manner, I fhall obferve fome
though
Method.
Common Intereft is 6 per Cent per Ann. letting of Cattle
In
and Maritime Affairs excepted.
I do

not
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In all our Plantations, Colonies, and Provinces
abound with Civil and Military Titles of

;
they
Judges, Squires,

and Captains ; Gratifications for
being
Governor's Party, or by a pecuniary Intereft.
By an Act of the Affembly of Connetlicut, in building
-of Veffels, no Timbers or Plank to be allowed other
than white Oak and rock Oak, except for the Deck and

Colonels, Majors,
of

a

Ceiling.
In New- England, particularly in
Maffachufetts-Bay, it
only the depreciating of the Currencies by enor
mous
Paper Credit Emiffions called Money, but the

is

not

of Labourers from vaft Expeditions unprofitable
and ruinous to the Colonies. In Manufactures, ourLabour
is fo dear, that we can not afford our Goods any where
at Market, fo cheap as other Plantations or Countries
may.
It is not fcarcity of Provifion or Depreciations
only, but
chiefly fcarcity of Labourers and confequently advance
of Labour : that in Bricks, where the Difference is only
in Labour, about 40 Years fince
they were fold at one
Piece of 8 per Thoufand, at prefent
they are fold at three
Pieces of 8.

fcarcety

Concerning the Tenure of Land?. All Grants of
Colony Lands by the General Affembly fhall be accord
ing to the moft free Tenure of Eaft Greenwich in the
County of Kent in England, conform to our Charter
Grant. All Townfhips, and Farms to particular Per
fons, fhall be from theGeneral Affembly by Patent figned
by the Governor and Secretary with the Colony Seal, Title
of Lands to be tried in the
County where the Lands lay.
All Eftates for Miniftry, Schools, and charitable Ufes are

free from payment of Rates.
Three Freeholders appointed by the Court of Probates
to divide real Eftate
amongLegatees or Heirs of Inteftates.
No Indian Title without the
approbation of the General
to
be
Affembly
pleadable. Proprietors having loft their
Bounds, three Freeholders appointed and fworn by a
Juftice of the Peace, may fet up and fix the Bounds, but
with
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Appeal. In devife of real Eftate, Wills to be witneffed by three Perfons in the prefence of the Teftators.
Guardians to Minors with fome Perfons appointed by the
Court of Probate may divide Lands with the furviving
Partners. Lands held in Partnerfhip to be divided by a
Writ of Partition. Perfons prefuming to fell Indian Rights
of Lands not confirmed by the General Court, Fine £. 50
and the Perfons wronged by fuch Sales to recover treble
Damages. All Grants and Divifions of Lands heretofore
with

made by ancient Cuftom of Town- Meetings fhall be good
and valid though without confent of the Proprietors
Act, May g, 1723. Hereafterundivided common Landsfhall belong to the Proprietors exclufive of other Inhabi
tants, which Proprietors may have their own Meetings
Sales of Lands devifed
to manage fuch undivided Lands.
to be fold by Executors, fhall be good and valid,
though
fome of the Executors do not join in the Sale. Five
Proprietors of undivided Lands may obtain a Meeting to
AH Eftates though
be called by a Juftice's Warrant.
fold
Wife,,
accruing by
by tfaeHufband alone,
formerly
bears
date
the
Deeds fhall be valioV
Otl.
10,
(Act,
1723,)
but for the future no fuch Deed fhall be valid without
the Wive's confent by Hand and Seak Proprietors of
land in common, may make Rates to defray neceffary ■•
Charges. By an Act of Parliament 1 732. In any Actions
5n the Plantations,, when one of the Parties Plantiff or
Defendant refides in Great- Britain, Evidences to prove
any Matter or Thing, may be taken in Great-Britain
before any chief Magiftrates where the Party refides,
-which Certified and tranfmitt;ed, fhall be good as if done
viva voce in open Court in the Plantations ; and all
Houfes, Lands, Negroes, and other Hereditaments, as by
the Laws of England, ihall in the Plantations be liable to
fatisfy Debts : Where an Adminiftrator makes it appear,
that the deceafed's perfonal Eftate is not fufficient to fa
tisfy the Debts, the Aflembly may direct his real Eftate
to be fold towards paying of his Debts. Partition of Lands
not to be valid till furveyed and recorded.
No Deed of
■

.

real
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compleat until it
acknowledged, and recorded.
real Eftate is

be
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figned, fealed, witneffed,

No Lands to be bought of Indians without confent of
the General Affembly. f No Indian to be fued for Debt.
No Indenture for Service made by an Indian, fhall be va
lid, unlefs acknowledged before Authority.
Debtors. Any Book Debt not accounted for with thl
original Debtor in feven Years, fhall not be pleadable
after the Debtor's Death.
Upon Execution iffued, the Sheriff fhall at the ufual
Place of the Debtor's Abode demand the Debt ; upon
Non-payment he fhall levy the Execution upon the
Moveables (neceffary Apparrel, Houfhold Stuff, Tools,
and Arms; excepted) and fet up a Lift of faid Goods upon
the Town Poft, to-be fold by Out-cry after 20 Days.
In want of Goods and upon the Creditor's refufing Lands,;
the Debtor's Body may be feized. May levy Execution
upon real Eftate valued by Apprifers. All Executions
are returnable in 60 Days, or to the next Court.
Debtors committed to Jail, fwearing that they have
not Eftate to the value of five Pounds, fhall be fubfifted
by the Creditors at a certain Rate. Debtors and Felons
The County Sheriffs to have the
to be kept feparate.
the
of
Jails.
Cuftody
As to abfent or abfconding Debtors,- if no Eftate is to
be found, the Debtor's Agent or ufual Place of Abode
may be ferved with a- Writ ; if no Debtor nor Agent
appear, the Writ may be continued to next Court, and
if need be to one Court further, and then Judgment tobe rendred for the Plaintiff, and Execution granted upon
the Debtor's Effects wherever found : Perfons conceal■f- The Aflembly 1722, confirmed a Purchafe made 6 or 7 Years
fince from the Mohagan Indians upon the Mohagan Hills part of their
rtferved Lands, to Governor Saltonllal, Major Liuingflon, Dinnic, Ro
gers, and Bradfhaiv -, thu was conftituted the North Parifh-of AVuLondon.

ing
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ing the Goods of abfconding or abfent Debtors, are liable
to fatisfy the Debt fued for.
No Writ of Error fhall be brought for the reverfa!
of any Judgment after the fpace of three Years, and no
Review upon a Writ of Error.
The Eftates of deceafed infolvent Debtors to be diftributed in equal Proportions to the Creditors -, Debts to
the Government, Sicknefs, and general Charges being
Irft paid .; faving to the Widow (if any) her Houfhold
Goods and Dower during her Life, and upon her Death
A certain Time
to be diftributed among the Creditors.
allowed for receiving Claims, the CommifTioners to be ap
pointed by the Judge of Probates : Creditors not bringing
in their Claims during that certain Time allowed, are for
ever excluded.
No Action to be brought for Bill, Bond, or Note, but
within the fpace of feventeen Years. No Action of Trefpafs or Defamation (Fine for Defamation not to exceed
ten Pounds) but within three Years.
Any Debtor in a Debt not exceeding^. 20 may con-

fefs

Judgment before

a

fingle Juftice.

Criminal Affairs. The Governor, Deputy Governor,
three Affiftants may reprieve a condemned Malefactor
to next General Court or Affembly.
The Capital Crimes are Confpiracy againft the Colony,
Rape, Baftiality, Sodomy, Falfe-witnefs in Cafes of Life
and Death, wilful firing of Houfes, disfiguring, or difmembering the private Parts, and wilful Murder, BlafpheDeifm firft Offence,incapacity of any Employment,
my.
fecond Offence outlawed.
All Complaints and Preferments, to be made within
one Year after the Offence is commitred,
excepting in ca
Crimes
is
and Theft
•,
Banifhment,
difmembering
pital
or

exceeding

Shillings.
impofcd by the General Court or Affembly,
Superior Court, belong to the Colony Trea
impofed by the County Court, belong to the
County
ten

A!' Fines
anr! hy the

fury

•,
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County Treafury ; impofed by an Affiftant or Juftice,
belong to the Townfhip Treasuries.
Tavern Offences, fee the Paragraph of Excife.
A Bill of Divorce and Liberty to marry again, may be
granted by the Superior Courts, in Cafes of Adultery,

fraudulent Contract, wilful Defertion for three Years, or
feven Year's Abfence not heard of.
Single Perfons committing Fornication, to be fined 33/,
or whipt not exceeding 10
Stripes •, anti- nuptial Forma
tion only half Penalty.

Every Perfon playing at Dice, Cards, or Tables,
20/
Forgery. Three Days publick Pillory, double Dama
ges to the injured Party, and incapable of being an

Fine

Evidence in Law. The Form of their Oath is, Toufwear
by the Name of the Ever- living God.
All kind of Delinquents to pay the Charge of Prefenta-

lion, Guilty

or not

Guilty.

20 Fine, and fix Months Imprifonment, if
his
Fine, fhall fit in the Pillory with both
pay
Ears nailed, and incapable of giving Evidence.

Perjury £.

unable

to

Lord's Day, Penalties ; neglecting of the Publick
Worfhip, working or playing on the Lord's Day 10^
rude Behaviour, difturbing the publick Worfhip, 40 f7
travelling, 20/, going abroad excepting to publick Wor
fhip, 5f> no Veffels to fail excepting upon extraordinary
Occafions, 30 f, and feveral other Particulars, refufing to
pay fhall be publickly Whipt.
Theft, to forfeit threefold, and a difcretionary Fine, not
exceeding 40 fy and if the value amount to iof, and up
wards, fhall alfo be whipt not exceeding ten Stripes ; if
the Offender

can not
pay, the Perfon may be fold for
certain- Term of Years Service : Penalty for receiving
or concealing ftollen Goods, is the fame ;
buying Goods

a

of Slaves,

Penalty

is treble

Value, Service

or

Whipping,
Riots

:
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Riots : * Three or more Perfons affembled together,
to do an unlawful Act •, if they' obftruct the Proclama
tion in reading, or do not difperfe after Proclamation
made by a proper Officer, fhall be punifhed by Fine not
exceeding £. 10 for each Perfon, and Imprifonment not
exceeding fix Months, or by whipping not exceeding 40
Stripes: If any Rioter is killed or hurt by any Perfon of
The Profethe Poffe, fuch Perfon is indemnified.
be within 12 Months.
Sheriff if need
muft
The
prion
e, may raife the Militia in his Aid.
Man/laughter (without premeditated Malice) but Wil
ful •, Penalty, Forfeiture of Goods, burnt in the Hand with
Letter M, Whipt, and difabled from being Evidence in
Law.

f

may be

Lafcivious Carriage
*

About 30 Years

fince,

there

puniihed

was

a

Riot

at

Difcretion

by

A 61 made in Ne<w-

Hampfhire.
In the Province of Maffachufetts Bay, the violent, hafly, and rafh
Manner of calling in all their publick Credit Bills in the fpace of one
.Year by A6t of Affembly, which had been gradually emitted in jhe
Courfe of 50 Years, was found impracticable, and was like to ha«e
produced a general Tumult : This occafioned the making of a Riot
Ail February 14, 1750,1, to be in Force for three Years, viz. Where
„r.ny Perfons to the number of 12, armed with Clubs, or other Wea
pons, or any number of Perfons confifting of Men, armed or not ar
med, fhall be unlawfully riotoufly affembled ; any Juflice of Peace,
-Field Officer, or Captain of the Militia, Sheriff, under Sheriff, or Corifiable, fhall make Proclamation to difperfe ; if they do not difperfe
within an Hour, every fuch Officer with Affiflance, may carry them
before a Juftice, and if in refilling any Perfon is hurt, or killed, the
Officers and Affiftants are indemnified : Perfons not difperfing in the
fpace of one Hour, fhall forfeit to the King all his Lands and Chattels,
fcr fuch Part thereof at the difcretion of the Juftice for the Ufe of the
Province, and be Whipt 39 Stripes, one Year's Imprifonment, and
jreceive the fame number of Stripes once every three Months during
his Imprifonment.
Demolifhing Houfes the fame Punifhment or
'Penalty. This Ad to be read every general Seffions of the Peace,
£nd Anniverfary Meeting of each Town ; no Profecution after 1 2

Months

;

the

Judges

may abate the whole

or

any part of the

Whip

ping.
In the

Colony

of Rhode

generally fuppofed, they

Ifland, there are no Riot Ails, becaufe,
inconfijlent with their Conftitution.

as

are

the

v

0/
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County Court ; by Fine, Houfe of Correction, or
Corporal Punifhment.
Burglary or Robery ; Penalty is Branding, Ears cut off,
and Whipping : Third Offence is Death.
Counterfeiting or altering publick Bills of Credit of this
or of the neighbouring Colonies ; Penalty, cutting off
Ears, Branding, and Work-Houfe for Life, Eftates for
feited, and to be debarred of all Trade. Any Society
prefuming to emit Bills of Credit to be ufed in Trade to
be punifhed as in Cafe of Counterfeiting ; the Utterer to
the

forfeit double the fame.
Criminal Perfons making their Efcape from the Autho
other Provincial Governments to this Governrment, may be remanded back to the Place of Perpetra
tion.
The Colony Acts relating to the religious Obfervation
of the firft Day of the Week, Sunday, Sabbath- Day or

rity of

perhaps are too puritanical; they feem to
droop gradually, I fhall not revive them.
Any Perfon of the Age of Difcretion (which is i4i£t.)
publifhing a Lye to the Prejudice of the Common- wealth,
or Damage of private Perfons, to be fined, Stocks, or
Whipping.
Apprentices and Servants Mt. 15 or upwards, abfcond
ing from their Matter's Service, fhall ferve three Times
of their Abfence. Servants or Apprentices flying from
the Cruelty of their Mafters, may be protected by a Ma
giftrate and difcharged from their Service.

Lord's- Day,

A Woman delivered of a Child, afterwards found
Dead, if fhe can not prove, at leaft by one Witnefs, that
fuch Child was born dead, the Mother fhall be accounted
guilty of Murder.
Any Slave or Indian ftriking a white Man, Penalty

Whipping not exceeding 30 Stripes.
Penalty for Perfons who refift, or abufe any King's Of
ficer, Fine not exceeding £. 10.
Curfing or Swearing, Penalty 6/cr the Stocks. Every
Vol. II.
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to have at leaft one Bible, Orthodox Cate*
and other Books of practical Godlinefs.

Houfholder

chifm,

Houfe of Correction to be eftablifhed in each County,,
two Thirds of their Earnings towards their fupport, and
one Third for other Charges.
Penalty for felling ftrong Liquor to an Indian 10/ per
Pint, Drunkennefs and lulenefs are the general Vices of
Indians. An Indian convicted of Drunkennefs Penalty
5/ or 10 Lafhes. All the Indians in a Townfhip fhall
be muftered once a Year, and the requifite Laws read
to them, all Englifh Families taking Indian Children into
their Families fhall teach them to read Englifh, and inItruct them in the Principles of the Chriftian Religion ;
for every three Months neglect, a difcretionary Fine not
exceeding 30/
The Laws relating to the Obfervation of Sabbath Day
and Regulation of publick Worfhip are fevere ; and too
many to be inferted here, thefe are under the Infpection of
the Grand Jury, Ty thing Men, and Conftables.
Private Lotteries, and Wagers to vend Goods, forfeiture
A

is the Value of the Goods.
Parifh Churches of the eftablifhed Religious (Prefbyte
rians, Congregationalifts, and confociated MinftersJ are
under the direction of the County Courts ; tolerated Dift
fenters from thofe Profeffions are left at large.

Any Indian, Molatto, or Negro travelling without a
Pafs, may be feized as a Runaway.
Schools are well regulated and have a Colony Allow
ance.
Every Ecclefiaftical Society of 70 Families or up
a School for the Inftruction of Chil
read and write. A Grammar School to every
County Town. One College or Schola Illuftris

wards, fhall have
dren

to

Head or
in the Colony.
There
or

is

firing of
Proof,

no

fevere Penalties for cutting down of Trees,
Woods and Lands, the accufed, where there
muft exculpate himfelf by Oath.
A

are
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Digression^

'Concerning North- America Grain and Grazing, with a few
oceafional Remarks relating to natural Hiftory, efpeciaily
as to the Seafons, Winds, and
Weather, in a loofeMifceU
lany common Plate Manner.
Connetlicut is a good Country as to Climate and Soil %
and is valuable for Grain and Pafture.
Any Country
is happy, where the meaner Inhabitants are
plentifully
and wholfomely fed ; warmly and
decently cloathed ;
thus it is in Connetlicut.
Upon the firft Arrival of Europeans in America, the
Indians Bread kind were only the mMays or Indian Corn of
the Cerealia or Grain, and the Phafeolus or
Kidney Beans
called Indian or French Beans of the Legumina or Pulfe
Kind.* Befides they eat Earth-nuts of feveral Kinds, Ber
ries of many Kinds, and Variety of Maft, f too nume
rous to be enumerated and defcribed in a
Summary. As
alfo their hunting of fundry kinds of
Quadrupeds or
Beafts, Moofe, Deer, &c. their fowling efpeciaily of
Birds, Webfooted •, their catching of River, Pond, and
Sea Fifh, efpeciaily of the Teftaceous.
As the Frumentum Indicum

or

Indian

Corn,

was

their

principal

Subfiftence^ though not fpontaneous, but culti
vated, I cannot avoid giving fome particular Defcrip
tion and Account of it, hitherto it has not been
minutely
defcrio'd. It has with much
Impropriety been called
Frumentum Saracenicum properly, Frumentum Saracenicum
<from the Saracens Country in Barbery) is Buck Wheat,
and at prefent is cultivated
by the Dutch in the Govern*

The Indians upon the Shore, ufed the
Pifum Maritimum [font aperenne humile repens ; Beach Peafe, Flowers end of May ; it refembles that of Marifon. H. Ox. 2 43.
f 'Mafts from Mafiicare, are feveral forts of Forreft nuts, Chefnat,
Walnut, Hazle nut and the like.
neum

ment
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of New-Tork for
for Horfes.

ment

hafty Pudding,

and

as

Provender

It's moft profitable Cukure is in light fandyLand, with
fmall Intermixture of Loom,it requires fand Heat, fuch
as is that of Pitch Pine or Huckleberry Lands.
Though
a hungry Grain, it
requires much and repeated Labour.
It is firft plowed, than crofs plowed, next harrowed all
fmooth, then furrowed and crofs furrowed ; at proper
Diftances of about 4 Feet at the Interfections in hollows
are dropt five or fix Seed Grains (a Peck fows or
plants
one Acre) and by the Hoe covered with Earth the end
of April and beginning of May ; foon after its firft Ap
pearance, it is plowed two furrows length ways between
each row of Grain, and by the Hoe the Weeds are bro't
towards the Grain *, this is called the firft Weeding ;
after fome Time it is crofs plowed two furrows between
each planted row, and by the Hoe the Earth and Weeds,
are brought to the Corn, this is called half*
hilling ; next
it is plowed length-ways, as before, two furrows, and by
the Hoe the Earth is brought to the Roots, and forms a
Hill to prevent the Winds eradicating of it ; fometimes
it is hoed a fourth Time i In middle of Auguli the
Grain becomes mellow fit for roafting, a fort of Delicacy
in the Sugar- Ifiands, called Mutton: It emits its Coma,
plume, or Blooms end of June ; then they cut offthe top
of the Stalks, that the Grain may receive the more Nourifhment. 4- A wec Summer makes it run too much into
Stalks and Leaves, which ftarves the Eats. End of Sep
tember and beginning of Otlober the Ears are Hand ga
thered, the tops are very agreeable to -Cattle for Fodder,
a

4 Here the Farina fecundans of Vegetables feems to. be evinced :
This Plume or Flower if cut off before its Maturity the Mays bears
In Neiv- England where the Grain is of various
no Ear or Grain.
Colours (white, yellow, reds of feveral Shades, blues of feveral Shades,
Marbled, and Mixtures of thefe in the fame Ears) the Grains planted
of various Colours, and in the neighbourhood receive Alterations in
their Colours or Shades by the various Impregnations : this is ob
servable alfo in other Vegetables, Beats, Carrots, Sec.
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The Ears have 8, 10, 12, 14 Rows of Grain, the more
Rows, the better is the Grain •, fome fay there has been
i-8 Rows, but none under 8 Rows.
Indian Corn does not weigh fo heavy as New-England,
Wheat •, their Indian Corn at a Medium is in Weight
The Virginia In
lb. per Bufhel.
45 lb. their Wheat 55
dian Corn is white and flat, yeilding a better or whiter
Meal ; the New- England Corn is of a pale yellow, fmaller,
but thicker, and anfwers better in fatning of Beeves,
Hogs, and other Stork •, Virginia Corn is planted at greater
Diftances, being of a greater Growth, and is all white" ;
in New England and Canada it is generally of a pale yel
low, does not bear fo many Ears as that of Virginia, it is
of a leffer Habit and quicker Growth. The Indian Com
of New England at a Medium produces 25 Bufhels per
Acre, and ripens in a fhorter Time || (this a Providence
in Nature, becaufe their hot Seafons are fhorter) the Vir
ginia Seed in New-England does not ripen into Grain as
requiring a longer Growth than the New-England Sea
fons do allow. The Weft- India or Sugar Iflands have
per Ann. two Crops of Indian Corn planted May and
September : in our Continent we have only one Crop
planted in May. Capt. Hilt of Douglafs by way of Ex
periment planted Indian Corn, middle of June, it was
ripe middle of Auguft in a hot Sfcafon. End of April
they begin to plow, Indian Corn Harveft' is beginning
of Otlober -, when it begins to be in the Ear, Rain or
Drizle occafions a Smut;
The Phaseolus •, which we call Indian Beans or
French Beans, beoaufe the French from- the Canada In
dians, were the firft in propagating them. *Ttisthe Pha

feolus
[[•■ Thus in Lapland and the Northern Parts of Siveden, Barley from
fowing, ripens two Weeks foonerthan at Stockholm ; and in NeivEngland, Indian Corn ripens in a fewer Days from planting or fow
ing* than in Virginia.
When Englifh Peafe, [Pifum ntajus fore
fruflu alio. C. B. P.;
fell at three, thefe Indian Beans fell in Proportion at two, they are
more

2o'6*
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feolus Indicus frutfu tumidiore minore niveas et verficokr,
Morifon, Tab. 4. Sect. 2. They are generally white, and
there is an indefinite Number of fimple Colours and
Varigations or Marblings.
In New- England (Tome Parts of Connetlicut excepted)
the general Subfiftance of the poorerPeople (which contri
butes much towards their Endemial Pforick Diforders) is
Salt Pork and Indian Beans, with Bread of Indian Corn
Meal, and Pottage of this Meal with Milk for Breakfaft
and Supper.
For the varieties of Phafeolus called Indian Beans, Calavances and Bonavift, fee Vol. I. p. 122, and the Sections
further South..
Connetlicut Wheat is full of Cockle f. 20 Bufhels per
It is faid, in Canada they fow no
Acre is a good Crop.
Winter Grain. New-England Wheat is fubject to Blaft;
fome think that it proceeds from the Farina f<ecundans
of adjacent Barberry Bufhes. 4Our beft Wheat is from Virginia and Maryland, next
beft is from Penfylvania 5$ lb. to 60 lb. per Bufhel, and
cafts whiter than the Englifh Wheat •, the further North
the Flower cafts the darker ; Nova-Scotia Wheat cafts
almoft as dark as Rye. Some Years fince in a fcarcity
of Wheat in New-England, fome was imported from En
gland, from the long Weftward PalTages it became mufty,
eaft dark, and did not anfwer.
In New-England the Allowance to a Baker of Ship-

Colicky than Peafe : The Tribe of the Phajtolus is very large,
fome Years fince, Peter Coelart in Holland, cultivated above 100
diftinct Species.
The Cow itch, as we pronounce it, is the Cow hege
of Zura in the Eaft- Indies : Phafeolus jeliquis hirfutis, pi/is pttngentibus.
■j- Lychnis fegetutn major. C. B. P.
4 Barberis Latifjimo folio Canadenfis. H. R. P. it is plenty all
over North America, \t is of a larger Habit, than that of
Europe, is
to to iz Feet high, it is ufed as Hedges, but fpreads too much into
There is a Law in ConneEit cut, p. 13 for deftroying thefe
Suckers.
Bufhes, a? they are
thought to be very hurtful by occafioning, or at
leaft the increafing the blafting of Englifh Grain."
snore

"
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Bifcuit is 3 Bufhels and quarter Wheat for 112 lb. Wt.
of Bifcuit, befides
per Ct. Wt. for Baking.
*
have
formerly been taken Notice of.
Herrings
In New- England fome Oxen of 1 8 Ct. Wt. and Hogs
of 25 Score have been killed ; Connetlicut Salt Pork is
the beft of America, they finifh the fatning of their Hogs
with Indian Meal.
In New- England their Barley is a hungry lean Grain,
and affords no good Malt Liquor ; Moloffes is the prin
cipal Ingredient in all their Buvrage. Their Ba*rley of
4 Rows called French Barley is not fo good as that of
Their Oats are lean,
2 Rows called Englifh Barley.
chaffy, and of a dark Colour.
In New- England they fow their Winter Grain 3d and
4th Weeks of Auguft.
In New England, after gathering, in their common
Grain, Flax, &c. the firft natural Appearance of indi
genous Plants is Panicum non criftatuyn [pica multiplici,
Ambrofia, and Virga aurea annua Virginiana Zanoni. Near
Bofton and other great Towns, fome Field Plants which
accidentally have been imported from Europe, fpread
much, and are a great Nufance in Paftures, fuch as Ra
nunculus prat enfisrepens birfutus, C. B. P. Butter Cups,
Bellis major. I. B. the greater wild white Daify, Dens
Leonis. Ger. Dandelyon &c, at prefent they have fpread
Inland from Bofton, about 30 Miles.
Great-Britain and New England, though differing about
10 d. in Lat. feem to be of the fame
Temperature :
is
fome
what
Winter
colderin
and warmer
New-England
in Summer, from the vaft Land Continent N. W. of it,
*
Upon the Coaft of Great- Britain, the Herring Fifhery begins a
little before Midfummer ; they emerge or make their firft Appearance
off Crane Head in Braffa Sound N. Lat. 61 and half d. from thence
gradually proceed South to Dogger-Bank, where that Summer Fifh
ery ends : The Winter Fifhery begins off Yarmouth, and continues
about 70 Days, they proceed Southward and are caught in Plenty
about the Thames Mouth until the latter end of January.

which

to8
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which receives and communicates continually (therefore
with Intenfenefs,) by the lambent Air thefe different
Temperatures of the Seafons. N. W. is our general
or natural Wind.
i. After Storms or Perturbations of
our ambient Air from anyPoint of theCompafs,
being ex
the
Wind
fettles
2.
All
N.
W.
our
pended,
Springand
Summer Sea Breezes, return to the N. W. 3. In middle
ok February 173 1,2 called the cold Tuefday (the moft
intenfe infupportable Cold I ever felt) the Wind was at
N. W. It is :not eafily accounted for, that in different
Countfies though the Temperature of the Air be
nearly
the fame, the natural Growth of Plants differs much, v.
g.
the Bills minor or leffer wild Daify, a native of Great'
Britain, abound there from 50 d. to 60 d. of Lat. but
will not grow in North-America. All of the Cucurbitaceous Kind, Pompions &c. (Mr. H—y an ecclefiaftical
Mountebank, in his Farces called Oratory, calls the NewEngland People Pompionites) by cultivation without the
Force of Hot Beds grow well, but in Great Britain re
quires Force.
In a new Country there may be a Tax upon improved
Lands, as a Fund for Premiums to encourage the clearing
and planting of Wildernefs Lands for the firft Year, the
fecond and third Year are the next profitable for Produce,
and requires no Bouncy, and afterwards efpeciaily in NewEngland it ought to be fmoothed and lay for Pafturage.
In New-England, two Acres Cow-pen Land may raife
about a Tun of Hemp, but is foon exhaufted.
Loc ufts, catted Grafhoppers, and a Species of Caterpillers,
fome Years are very noxious to our Paftures ; in the Sum
mer 1749, a fmall Locuft, with a drougth deftroy'd our
Herbage •, they generally prevail June and July.
Lands in New -England which yeild at a Medium 20
Ct. Wt. of Hay are the beft, if 40 Ct. Wt. the Hay is
rank and fower ; fome frefh Meadows, if mowed more
In mowing Lands
than once, yield -greater Quantities.
an uniformity of Grafs ought to be attended to and en
deavoured, becaufe fome GrafTes ripen foon, and are upon
the
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the decline before others attain a Perfection fit for mow
ing. End of June and beginning of July the height of
upland or Englifh Hay Harveft is over ;, third and fourth
Weeks of Auguft they mow their Salt- Meadow Hay.
Salt-Hay is from Salt or Spring-Tide Marfhes ; frefh Hay
is the natural Growth of inland Marfhes 5 Englifh or
upland Hay, is the Herbage imported from Europe, f
New- England Crops or Produce are very uncertain, for
Inftance of Hay, in the Spring 1750, it fold for f~. 4
New England Currency, in the Spring 1751 it fells for
15/ per Ct. Wt. Two Acres, if good, is a Cow Land.
Cyder is a confiderable Produce for Confumption and
Exportation ; when diftilled, it does not yeild above one
twelfth Spirit ; end of Auguft they begin to make a
mean fort of Cyder from the Windfalls.
/
Turneps fowed in any Latitude thrive, even in Davis"%Slraits or Weft-Greenland ♦, our beft New England Tur
neps are from new Lands N. E. from Bofton.
.

Some Remarks

relating

to

the natural

Hiftory of

Nevv-

England.
The Seafons from Year

to

Year

are

better determined

by fome Paffenger Birds and Fifh, than by the bloffoming of Trees, and flowering of fome inferior Vegetables ;
for Inftance, Swallows conftantly arrive from the South
ward in the fecond Week of April with a Latitude of
only two or three Days •, Peaches fometimes blqlTom be
ginning of April, in fome Years not till beginning of
May, a Latitude of 30 Days. Anno 1735, h*ft Day of
December, 1 ft and 2d of January, fell about 20 Inches
of light Snow, Wind N. W. Northerly, followed by a
very hard Froft, and Peaches did not begin to bloffom
■-■•'

■

-

-

■

—

T

f In hot Countries they make no Hay ; it dries too quxk, uiy ioj
and turns to Duft. In fome Parts of Ncrth- Amtrica, the V\ imw.5 mc
too long and cold, and in other Parts too hot for Grafs, couf;.qju.ily
afford
Countries.

can

no

Quantity of Provkder for Cattle, and will
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Anno 17 19, the beginning of Winter was
Peaches did not bloffom the Spring fol

lowing.

End of Autumn and beginning of Winter, if dry, fol
lows a mild Winter ; but if falling Weather, Rain, or
Snow f freezing inland is a Bafis for Snow to lodge and
chill the Winds from N. to W. ) produces hard freezing
in our Plantations, which are to leeward.
173M Feb.
14 and 15, Tintlura facra froze, the coldeft Weather I
ever felt, after a flight of Hail and Snow, the Wind from
S. came fuddenly to the N. W.
1732, April & Wind
N. E. Northerly falls about 14 Inches Snow, foon dif
folved^ great Storm at Sea ; 1751, April 6, all Day a
heavy fleaky Snow, but foon diffolved. Travelling in
Connetlicut from Penfylvania, 1 7 1 6 June 2 6, Finger cold,
Roads froze, Ice thick as a Crown-Piece, Indian Corn be
*
ginning to Bloom is hurt.
Mackarel-f fet in fecond Week of May, lean, and'
feem to eat muddy. Some are caught all Summer -9
there is a fecond Setting in for Autumn, fat and delicious
eating ; they are a N. Lat. Fifh, and are not to be found
South of New England -, beginning of July for a fhort
Time they difappear or will not take the Bait.
Herrings (a bad kind) fet in middle of May, they feem
to be whimfical or variable as to their Ground.
Frogs feem to be dormant, as are Snakes in the Winter
or very cold Seafon 5 we have three Species of Frogs, Ra-

,

*
The Northerly and N. E. Snows, as being from the Sea, are fofter
and milder, than thofe from the North Wefterly Land Continent.
Great Snows lodged in the Woods Weftward^ covered from the dif
folving influence of the Sun, by their chill retard our Springs ; it is a
vulgar Error, that the Snows lodged upon the Ice of our Weftern great
Lakes is the occafion ; from the Oblervations of a curious Gentleman
an Officer belonging to the four Independant Companies Rationed in
the Province of New-Tork, who commanded the Garrifon at Ofwego
upon the Lake Ontario about three Years, I find that the great Lakes
axe never frozen over, and confequently can not lodge Snow.
f Hook Macka.el for a Market are preferable to thofe
by

Stint which bruize

one

another.

caught

m

if

Cy
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viridis arberea, the Green- Tree Frog

reftris

et aauatica ; the

; the Rana terRana maxima Americana aauatica,

the Bull Frog.
1719,20. January 7. the coldeft of Days, Wind at
N. W, Snow laying about one Foot deep ; Charles-Town
Ferry (Tide runs 4 or 5 knots) froze over in 24 Hours
paffable on thelce (no Weather it is faid, fo cold, fince
Winter 1697) continued extteme cold to the 14th. This
Year the Peaches did not bloffom.
WildGeafe fly to the Southward middle of September,
and return beginning of March •, a wild Goofe may
yield half lb. Feathers ; fix Brants yeild 1 lb. Feathers.
Cuckows return beginning of April, f
In the Winter Seafon, we have from 15 to 20 Days
at Times, a Froft fo fevere, as, in Chambers to freeze the
Ink..
In Maritime Places, as are all our North- America Co
lonies, the Weather is variable, according as the Wind
blows from the Sea or inland •, in Iflands it is more con
ftant, becaufe all Winds do come from the Sea •, as alfo
inland Countries, as is Canada, their Winds are all from
the Land, and confequently of the fame Nature.
The New-England Winters generally fet in end of
Otlober and beginning of November, and are over middle
of March ; the extreme Frofts are from Chriftmas to
middle of February ; the very hot Weather is in the firft
Weeks of July.
Early Winters are generally fevere and long. 1732,
The Rivers froze up middle of November, and continued
froze until end of March, many Cattle die for want of
Provinder.
Mr. Thomas Robie, a Fellow in Cambridge College of
New England, an ingenious accurate obferver, comparing
•f- In Europe the Cuckotus, Paifenger Birds, arrive generally begin
ning of April, therefore the firft Day of April is called Fools Day ;

this Bird is fo foolifh as not to have any exclufive Neil ; hence fifley
married Men whofe Wives are not excrufive but common, are ulled

Cuckold, Koekoek,

or

Cocu.

with
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with Mr. Derham's Obfervations at Upminfter in England,
found that Winds continuing long in one Quarter, efpe
ciaily if ftrong, were nearly the fame in both Places,
allowing fome Days for their Paffagc from one Place to
the other.
Salmon are a high Latitude Fifh, they are not to be
found South of New England -, the' further South the
later they fet in, and continue a fhorter Time •, for Inf'.nce, in Connetlicut River they fet in beginning of May
and continue only about three Weeks ; in Merrimack
River they fet in beginning of April, to fpawn, and lie
in the deep cold Brooks until September and Otlober, then
filently (fo as not to be obferved) and with difpatch,
they return to the Sea ; in Chebutlo, Cape-Breton and
Newfoundland they continue the greateft Part of the
The People living upon the Banks of Merrimack
Year.
River in Maffachufets- Bay of New-England, obferve, that
feveral Species of Fifh, particularly Salmon, Shade and
Alewives are not fo plenty in the Seafons as formerly -,
perhaps from difturbances or fome other difguff, as it
happens with Herrings in the feveral Friths of Scotland.
Spelts a high Latitude Fifh, fet in to Bofton Wharfs
mKV,!e of September and take the Hook; beginning of
February they go up to Spawn in the Frefhes ; no Smelts
South of New-England -, Tom Cod goes up to Spawn end
cf November.
We reckon it a good Paffage for trading Veffels, from
New- England to London in 4 Weeks, and from London
to New England in 6 Weeks.
In New England generally the falling Weather is
from N. E. to S. E. in Winter, if the Wind is N. of E.
TheN. E. Storms are of the
Snow : if S. ofE. Rain.
greateft Continuance, the S. E. Storms are the moft vio
lent.
1716,17, February 20 to 22, Wind at N. E.
Northerly, fell a very deep Snow upwards of 3 Feet uponN. W. freezing Wind backing to the S. W.
a level.
if reverberated, proves the moft intenfe cold Weather -,

thus

chymical

reverberated Heats

are

the

ftrongeft.
Trees

df

Connecticut;

Sf§

Trees generally loofe their Leaves middle of Otlober.
The Button Tree or Platanus Occidentalis, is of a fine
Parabolick Form fit for Avenue?, but its verdure is of
fhort Continuance, and the Tree is not long lived ; it
is not full in Leaf till middle of May, and its Leaves be
gin to fade end of July.
Our great Rains are in Auguft about two Months after
the Summer Soltftice, and our great Snows in February
Months after the Winter Soltftice •, the greatelt
Snow in my Remembrance was 1716,17, third Week of
two

February.
In falling Weather, Wind, the further North from
the Eaft, the finer and dryer is the Snow ; the further South
from the Eaft, the more fleaky and humed is the Snow %
when the Wind comes South of the S. E, it turns to
Rain.
The Winds from the W. S. W. to the N. N. W. are
dry Winds, fit for dry curing of Sak Fifh ; further Nortfv
they are damp and foft as coming from' the Ocean ; fur
ther South are from the hot Latitudes, and Sun- burn
the Fifh.
Early Springs accelarate the Buds and Bloffoms of
Trees, and frequently a fubfequent Eafterly Chill, Blafts'
or Pinches them ; but are advantageous for Hay, becaufe
a late Spring is too foon fucceded by the Summer, and
the Grafs before it becomes thick, runs into Stalks, Straw,
or Stubble, and Seed : Indian Corn
requires early Springs,
becaufe if too late it is in danger of Autumnal Frofts.
In extreme freezing Weatber the infenfible Perfpiration'
ot
Vapours from the Harbour, Houfe- Pumps, &c. be
comes a fenfible
Perfpiration, being by the cold condenfed
in Form of Smoak.
1732,3, The Winter was very fevere and long with"
Gufts of Wind, 50 to 60 Veffels bound to New-England
could not hover upon the Coaft to wait a favourable
Spurt of Wind and Weather for pufhing in ; but were'
obliged to bear away to Bermudas, South- Carolina, and
the Weft- India Iflands ; Peaches were not generally in
'

■

BJofibm
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thefe Effefts of

;

a

fevere

tWinter did not reach South-Carolina.
Oats, Barley and Rice, are ripe middle of July.
No Herrings ( Alewives, the fame
^Species) appear
South of Greats Britain, and none South of NewEngland,
.•

which makes

a

difference of

10

d

in

Lat. but not in
be nearly
alfo ob-

Temperature, therefore the Temperature jnuft
the fame, though differing in
Latitude, this is
fervable in Salmon.

We have natural Pacers of Horfes, which at a Cow
(a Gate which they acquire by Pafturing, when Colts,
with the Cows) will. Pace three Miles in feven Minutes.'

run,

ijiOyO&ober 14, HardFroftzs if Mid- winter, Robins
difappear. This Winter I walked round Bofton Peninfula
at a quick Pace
upon the Ice, without all the Wharfs,
in

one Hour feven Minutes.
End of February arrive wild
Geefe, Brants and Teal.
Our intenfe hot Days are with the Wind from S. to
W. S. W ; from N. to E. N. E. is our
moft chilly
Weather. The dry Winds are from W. to N. N. W.
all other Winds carry more or lefs
damp, this is manifeft
in the drying of Salt Cod-fifh. Our
dry Winds with con
tinuance are from the Continent N. N. W. to W. S. W.
our falling Weather, is from the
Ocean, Wind N. N. E.
to E. S. E. the other Winds are variable and
partake
of both. From middle of Otlober to middle of
re-

April

Chamber-Fires. Long Winters, are bad for Neat
Cattle, becaufe without Sufficiency of Grafs or

quires

Hay,
fubfifting only by Grain, they loofe their Cud. Our Seafons as to Temper of the Weather
may be reckoned,
Winter from the Winter Soltftice to the
Spring Equinox*,
Spring from faid Equinox to Summer Soltftice, Summer
from faid Soltftice to Autumn Equinox, and Autumn from

thence to Winter Soltftice.
End of Auguft the Symptoms of
approaching Winter
begin to appear, we call it the Fall {Autumn) of the Year,
the Leaves of Maple turn red, the Leaves of Birch turn
yellow. The Alms or Alder holds its Leaf, and the ver

dure

Of

Connecticut?

sf£

dure of its Leaf the longeft, it is a Conifer, the Betulo,
though a Conifer, loofes its Leaf foon. Some Afters are
We have fcarce
the lateft of our Wildernefs Flowers.
Shrubs.
Winter
flowering
any
Augu/l fometimes is a
Month
hot
Auguft
15, fo hot that fome
9,
\iyi
very
Men and Cattle die in travelling the Road (thefucceeding
Winter was very cold and long) fome Boys faint away at
School, ftrong Wind S. W. Southerly, dufky Morning.
In fome very fevere Winters fuch as 1732, Lumps of
Ice fettle upon the Oyfter Banks, and kill the Oyfters.
When Tides fet in higher than ufual for the Seafon and
Time of the Moon, it is a fign of Eafterly Winds at Sea,
and Veffels from Europe have fhort Paffages'.
'■
Early Winters are generally fevere and long.
New
of
The
England Earthquake November 5, 1732,
an undulatory Motion was felt the fame Day and Hour
at Montreal'in Canada, but more violent ; this was not
fo violent as that of 1727. Otlober 29, 10 and half in
the Night, a vibrating Motion was felt at Barbadoes the

proceeding Day.

In hot Countries, the Birds have gay Plumage, and
fing but little ; their Flowers have beautiful Mixtures of
Colours, but little or no Fragrancy. In hot Countries
no good Wines, extreme Heats or Colds, do not
agree
with Wines.
Where there is a hollow Sea, Land is at a g-eat
diftance : certain kinds of Fifh 'and Fowl are Symptoms
of Land.
The Quality of Lands in New-England'is known by the
Produce ; in the beft Lands are Cheftnuts and Walnuts,
next is Beech and white Oak, lower is Fir, then Pitch
Pines, then Whortles or Huckleberry Plains, la fly, fome
marfhy Shrubs, low and imperfect, being the lowcft De

gree of Sufffutex Vegetation.
We have a few -Winter Birds of Pajfage, which arrive
in Auttimn-v/hen the Summer Paffenger Birds depart, and
go off in the Spring when the Summer Paffage Birds re
turn, v. g. the Snow Bird or Paffer nivalis,' Some Paffengexs

5. 1
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remain

only

few

a

fersfome Months.

Days,

fome

a

few

Weeks, others

or

In New-England are fome pretty little Quadrupedes,
Tutorious Americanus Striatus, the Pol Cat or Skunk.
Sciuri or Squirrels of feveral kinds, the black, the gray
Fox Squirrel, the ftriated ground Squirrel, the flying
Squirrel, the Ferret Squirrel, &c. I feem to forget that
a Place is referved in the Appendix for fome Things relat
ing to natural Hiftory. -jGoofe- berries, "Rafp- berries, and Straw-berries are fpontianeous in all our North- America Settlements.
The clearing and cultivating of Wildernefs Lands, is
a very laborious and tedious Affair.
Between the Tropicks, Winds are generally Eafterly,
•called Trade Winds -, from the Tropicks to the high La
titudes, they are variable, but moftly Wefterly, being an
Eddy of the Trade Winds : In the North high Lati
tudes the Winds are froze N. E. to N. W. ||
The
:

•f My Summary Defign does not allow of Botanick Excurfions,
I fhall only obferve, i that in the Country ntztBoflon, I have colle&ed
and defcrib'd about eleven hundred indigenous Species of Plants, per
haps a few of them might be cafually imported from Europe. Ray in
his Synopfis of Britifh Plants, enumerates about 1400 diftindl Species.
<Tournefort in his Hifloire des Plantes dts environs de Paris, enumerates
2.. New England,
and defcribes about 1037 Species.
perhaps all
North America, feems moftly to abound with PJants, flare compofito,
flore Apetalo, Capillares, Mufei, Lichenes and Mufhroms. Between the
flropicks, they are generally Anomalous monopetalous and Polypatahus,
not reduceableto our European Tribes, and require a Botanical Addi
tion of more Tribes ; loumefort in his Appendix and Corollary has
.no new Genius of 'verticillata? Umbellifirar, Caricphylei, and very few
of the Papilionacei
3. The Marine Plants feem to be the fame all
over the Earth, perhaps from the Communications of the Seas :
the
Maritime Plants differ much. 4. The further South, the Timber and
other Wood rives better into Sjaves and che like, but does not yield
much crooked Timber, being fpungy ; in the intermediate Latitudes,
from the alternate variable hot and co'.d Weather, it is not durable ;
in very hot Countries their Wood .is hard aud ponderous.
|| Our intenfe Heats are many Weeks after che Summer 'Soltftice,
.

.

in

the firft half of Jul}

■,

our

intenfe Colds

ar^

in

January ;

thus it is
in
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The great Import of Moloffes into New- England,
"hinders the cultivation and malting of Barley and other
Grain •, therefore ought to be charged with a high Duty,
equivalent to a Prohibition.
Hunting and other Sports of the Field are little ufed
in America.
The Difcovery and fubfequent .Poffeffion of American
Lands, gave the Englijh an exclufive Right againft all
other People", the native Indians excepted.
Grants of
Lands to particular Perfons, or to Companies and Cor
porations by the Crown -, notwithstanding of other Pur
chafers from the Indians, fixes the Tenure of thefe Lands
in the Crown, by fome fmall Quit-rent. The Indians of
the N. E. Parts of America, feem to be. the leaft improved
of human Kind ; they are Strangers to Religion, Policy,
and Arts.
In New-England, Idlenefs prevails too much •, they ob
ferve religioufly that Article in the fourth Command
ment, refted the feventb Day, but neglect a very effential
Article, y?* Daysfhalt thou Labour ; when Wages are high
and Provifions cheap, they do not labour half their Time.
Wild Pigeons, Palumbus torquatus migratorius, fee Vol.
I. p. 126. in their Paffage Northward, began to appear
in New-England end of February and beginning of March,
but not in large Numbers, becaufe they travel more in
land for the Benefit of laft Autumn Berries of feveral
forts in the Wildernefs ; they return in their Paffage
Southward, in larger Quantities, end of Auguft -, and fome
Years fince have been fold at \d. Currency per dozen,
in all Phanomina of Nature where there is a Reciprocation of Caufes
and Effefts ; the intenfenefs of the Effc&s are femetime after the ef
ficient Caufes have palled their height ; the Ofcillation of the Ocean
in Tides, the Tides are not the higheft until the third or fourth
Tide after new and full Moon ; in Summer the hotteft Time of the
Day is about 2 or 3 Hours P. M. and in Winter the coldefl Time of
the Day i6generally about the fame Hours ; our cold Weather is protrailed into the Spring Seafon of the Year, and occafions fhort Springs,
our warm Weather is protrafted alfo and occafions
long Autumn

Weather.

Vol. II.

E

e

they
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keep towards the Plantations for the?
benefit of their Harveft. They are of great Advantage
in their Seafons towards victualling our Plantations ; the
Country People feed fome of them (they arecatched alive
they

at

that Seafon

-

or Snares) for fome Time with Indian Corn, and
brought to Market, and are good delicate eating j Cu
ming Seed or its Oil, are found by Experience the
beft Lure to induce the Pigeons to their Nets.
The
Spring Flights 1 y$ i were very large, like Thunder Shower

in Nets

Clouds, but foon over.
Cuckows, as above, came in 4th Week of March, and

begining of April -,
about the fame

Black Birds arrive from the Southward
Time with the Swallows, 2.d Week of

April.
Mackarel. See above.
Brants arrive middle of February, very lean and of
ihort Continuance, they return in Autumn fat, and in
Otlober proceed Southward.
*Catefby, a late affiduous NatUralift, enumerates-n^ dif
tinct Species of Birds from 30 to 45 d. N. Lat. in North '•
America, and obferves, that Animals, particular^ Birds,
diminifh in number of Species as we rife the
Degrees of
Northern Latitudes. He obferved about 1 8 forts of
Serpents-, whereof only 4 are of the Viper kind, and of
thefe the Rattle fnake, Viper
caudifona Americana, is the
moft pernicious.

frofty Winter produces a dry Summer
produces a wet Summer.
Rains and Fogs are more common on
in Soundings than in deep Water at Sea.
A

; a

mild Winter

the Shore and

In Canada the Winds are more uniform and
intenfely
Cold than in New-England, becaufe- the
bleak»damp
Eafterly Winds from the Ocean do not reach fo far ; the
Canada Springs are fometimes more early than the
Springs
in New- England •, in Canada the Snows fall
early before
the Frofts enter the Ground deep, therefore fo foon as
the Snows diffolve, the Sun fooner enters the Ground,

shan in

a

■••

frozen Soil,

Forrefts

•

-

•>

.

Of Connecticut.

-219

retain the Snow long in the Spring,
"Forrefts cover
and occafion late Springs by their chill ; when cleared,
we fhall have better Seafons.
In a Mifcellany or loofe Article, I may be allowed
to infert any
Thing for Information or Amufement,
if not too foreign to the propofed Subject.
1
Our
Indians formerly accounted by fingle Wampum,by Strings
of Wampum,znd by Belts of Wampum ; in the fame Manner
as the
Englifh account by the Denominations of Pence,
Shillings, and Pounds. 2. An Indian Preacher, navement
or naturally in the Introduction to his
Sermon, faid, Bre
thren, little I know, and little I fhall fay ; though gene
rally the lefs a Preacher, knows, the more tedious are his
Sermons. And in the old Manner of Jingle, faid, God
does not require of us to part with our Sons, as he did
of Abraham of old, but to part with our Sins. 3.
Clergy,
though by fome, faid to be of human Inftitution, are de
figned as of good Ufe to perfuade People into Civility
and good Manners, and feem to be effential to
Society ;
but their bad Examples of Immorality and paffionate con
demning of all who do not follow their not effential Mode
or
Whims, renders them more hurtful than beneficial to

and^

.

Society.

SECT.

SECTION

Concerning

XIL

tht Province

of

New- York.
deduce this

Colony and any other of the Erittfh
TOColonies in America,
ab origine,
it were, with their
as

progreffive Improvements
Viciflitudes, fee Vol.
I. Sett. 2.
Articles, giving fome Account of the Difco
veries and firft Settlements in America
from Europe :
and Sett. 4. General Remarks
the Britifh
concerning
Colonies in America,
and particularly P: 204. concern
ing New-Netherlands-, comprehending the prefent Britifh
Provinces of New-Tork, New-Jerftes, and fome Part of
Penfylvania, in a Summary, References are more proper
and confonant, than
Recapitulations.
As Newjerfies, and
part of Penfylvania were formerly.
with New-York, called the Dutch
Colony of New-Nether*
lands, or Nova-Belgia j I cannot here avoid by
Anticipa
tion mentioning fome
Things concerning them.
In thofe Times all the
Country from Maryland to NewEngland was called Nova-Belgia or .New- Netherlands.
King James I. by Letters Patent April 10,
inone Patent
incorporated two diftinct Companies or Colo
nies. 1. The firft
Colony to Sir Thomas
Sir
and

—.

—

1606,'

Summers, Richard Hackluit Prebend

at

Gates,
George
Weftminfler and

Edward Maria Wingfield,
Efq; Adventurers of the City of
London with their Aflbciates y from
34 d. to 41 d. of

Northern

-;.

[
c

Of New- York.'
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'

Northern Latitude, including allthe Lands within at
hundred Miles directly over againft the Sea Coaft, anc

.

.

back- into the main Land one hundred Miles from th*
Sea Coaft, and each Plantation or Settlement to extend
2. The fecond Colon
ioo Miles along the SeaXoaft.
j
to Thomas Hanham, Raleigh Gilbert, William Parker, ane.
George Popham, Efqrs-, of the Town of Plymouth, with
their Aflbciates ; liberty to begin their firft Plantation and
Seat, at any Place upon the Coaft of Virginia, where they
Ihould think fit, between the Degrees of 3 8 and 45 of
Northern Latitude •, with the like Liberties and Bounds
as the firft Colony ;- provided they did Seat within an hun
-'
dred Miles of them.
referred
to the Section of
What relates to Virginia is
was fent Go
Lord
Delaware
Anno
1610,
My
Virginia.
the
South
vernor to Virginia by
Virginia Company •, falling
in with the Land about two Degrees to the Northward of
the Capes of Virginia, difcovered a fine large Bay, in
Complimenr to his Lord fhipy called Delaware- Bay.
The Swedes and Finns feem to have been the firft Oc
cupiers of fome Parts of that large Country, afterwards
called by theD«/^,.NEw-NETHERL ANDs,they made Set
tlements both Sides of Delaware River, and began feve
ral Towns and Forts, Elfenburgh,- Cafimier, now called
New-Caftle, &c. The Dutch traded thither and foon be
came more powerful and rich than the Swedes y the Swedes
and Finns followed Hufbandry only, and being in con
ftant Fears from their neighbouring numerous Indians,
put themfelves under Protection of the Dutch 1655, and
John Kizeing the Swedifh Governor, made a formal Sur
render of that Country to Peter Stuivefant Governor for
the States of Holland.
Where-upon all that Tract of
Land in North- America from the Latitude of about 38 d.
to the Latitude of about 41 d. in Connetlicut, was called
New Netherland by all People, except the Englifh', who
ftill claimed it as Part of New- England -, in fact, Governor
Argol of Virginia had feveral Bickerings with the Dutch,
particularly 161 8 in the Bay of Delaware, and with others

elfewhere,

.
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in the Affair of the Englifb exdufWe Trade
Property in thofe Parts •, but in the^cene of the dole
ful civil Wars in England under various Forms of Ad
ministrations, finding intricate Labour enough at home,
neglected the American Plantations ; and. their neigh
bouring European Settlements at full Eafe were much in
creafed xo our Prejudice. The Progeny *of the Banditti
Swedes, who firft fettled Delaware RiveryftiJMive in a
feparate Manner, they have at Times Preachers and
Books of Devotion from Swedes,*but do not hold their
Lands of the Perns ; becaufe the Royal Grant to Penn
exempts Lands*hen fettled by any Chriftians ; but they
are as to Jurifdiction under the1 Government of
Penfyl

elfewhere,
and

"

vania.

New York, and New-Jerftes at firft were traded to, land
fome Settlement made there, by the Englifh and Dutch:
The Dutch placed a Governor there, of which the Court
of England complained to the States of Holland, the
States difowned it, and faid, that it was only a private un
dertaking of an Amfterdam Weft-India Company, and K.
James I. commiffioned Edward Langdon as Governor,,
and called the Country New-Albion, $he Dutch fubmitted
to the Englifh Government : During the Civil Troubles
in England in the Adminiftrations of K. Charles I, and of
the Republican Party, the Dutch again eftablifhed a Go
vernment there, till it was reduced by
England 1664.
When this Reduction was upon the Anvil, K. Charles II.
made a previous Grant of that Country, called by the
Vuteh, New-Netherlands, March 12, 1663,40! Pro
perty and Government to his Brother the Duke of York.
Duke of York, June 24, 1664 made a Grant of that Portion
now called
New-Jerfey, (fo called, in Compliment to Sir
Carteret
a Jerfey-Man)
George
jointly to Lord Berkley of
Straton, and to Sir George Carteret Vice Chamberlain, and
of the Privy Council •, a further Account of this
belongs
to the Section of New-Jerftes.
K. Charles II. Anno 1664, fitted out an Expedition for
the Reduction or Recovery of New-Netherlands, fo called

by

CJP New-York."

•

2«jr

by the Dutch, confifting of a Squadron of Ships cbmrnanded by Sir Robert Carr, and fome Land Forces aboard
under the Command of Col. Richard Nicols. Upon their
Arrival at New-Amficrdam, fince called New-York, the
Dutch after fome Shew of Refiftance, but much terrified,
upon the offers of Protection for their Perfons and Pro
perties, and liberty to remove with all their Effects, if
they faw fit-,fubmitted to the Englifh -, Articles were drawn
up, figned and exchanged in September 1664, xhe Englifh
poffeffed of New-Amfterdam? called it New-York : In a
Ihort Time there after, the Englifh Squadron entred De
la Ware Bay and River, and all the Settlements there,
followed the Example of the Dutch Capital New-Amfterdam; and Poffeffion of all New Netherlands was taken
for and in the name of the Duke of York; to whom
K.. Charles his Brother had previoufly given it by a
Royal Patent ; and all manner of Jurifdiction, as well Civil
as Military, was exercifed through out the whole Country,

excepting in the Jerfies, which the Duke of York had
difpofed of to Barkley and Carteret, by the fole Ap
pointment of the Duke and his Deputies.
By the third Article of the Peace of Breda figned
July 21,1 66y, between England and the United Provin
ces, the Englifh were to remain in Poffeffion of that
whole Country, in Exchange for the Country of Surinam,
which the Dutch had taken from the Englifh: K. Charles
in the beginning of 1672, having declared War againft
the United Provinces, the Dutch fent a Squadron of Ships
to New-York,^ which they foon reduced with the reft of
the Country ; but by a Peace concluded at Weftminfter,
February 9, 1673,4 in the fixth Article it was again rethat whatfoever
ftored to England in general Terms,
"

Countries, Iflands, Towns, Ports, Caftles or Forts have
fhall be taken on both Sides, fince the Time that the

or

War broke out, either in Europe' or elfe
be- reftored to the former Lord and Propri
etor, in the fame Condition- they fhall be in1 when the
Peace itfelf mall be proclaimed j after whieh Time there

late

unhappy

where, fhall

ihall

•>
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fhall be no 'Spoil nor Plunder of the Inhabitants, tio De
molition ©f Fortifications, nor carrying away of Guns,
Powder, or other military Stores which belonged to any
Cattle or Fort at the Time when it was taken."
This Tract of Land, as it had been taken and poffeft
by a foreign Power, though afterward delivered or furrendred back by Treaty, to obviate or remove all Difputes
concerning the Validity of former Grants, K. Charles was
advifedto make a new Grant of that Country to his
Brother the Duke of -York by Letters Patents, bearing

date, June 29, 1674.
Let us now proceed more particularly to the Province
©f New-York, the Subject of this Section.
Anno 1664, K. Charles 11, appointed CommifTioners to
fettle the Boundaries of the feveral Colonies : * From.
Mifinformation they fettled the Line between New-York
and Connetlicut by a N. N. W. Line, as is mentioned in
were made to
our Vol. II. P. 161 •, they
believe that
this N. N. W. Line would leave 20 Miles to New-York
on the Eaft Side of
Hudfon's River •, whereas it foon croffed Hudfon's River, and left many of the Dutch Settle
ments upon Hudfon's River, to the Colonies of Maf
fachufetts-Bay, and Connetlicut, but thefe Colonies never
took Poffeffion thereof. This Line is upon Record in
New-York and Connetlicut.
The Partition Line of New-York with Connecticut was
run February 24, 1684, by CommifTioners of .both Colo
nies, and figned at the Town of Milford in Connetlicut
by Col. Thomas Dongan Governor of New-York, and by
Robert Treat Efq; Governor of Connetlicut, and confirmed
by King William in Council, March 28, 1700 •, but as
this Line was not well mark't, diftinguifhed, or afcertained, efpeciaily as to the Equivalent Lands ; not long
fince, by both Parties, it was finally run, well mark't out
*
We formerly mentioned, their fettling of the Boundaries between
the Colonies of MoffachufetU-Eay and Rhode -J(land.

and

Of

New- York;

and afcertained, and confirmed
as is related in' our Vol. II. P.
Connetlicut.

225

by the King
161,

in

in Council,
the Section of

'As to the Eaftern Boundary of the Province of NewYork ; New York hint at claiming fo far Eaft as Connetlicut
River, becaufe 1. by ancient Dutch Maps publifhed be
fore the Englifh Royal Grants of the Colonies of
Maf
fachufetts-Bay and Connetlicut, the Dutch had actually a
Fort at the Mouth of Connetlicut River, as
appears by
Records, f
2. That Part of New-Netherlands in the
Duke of York's Grant, is defcribed, " and alfo all that
Ifland or Iflands, commonly called by the feveral Name
or Names of Mattowacks or
Long-Ifland, fcituate, laying
and being towards the Weft of Cape-Cod and the narrow
Highganfets, abutting upon the Main Land between the
two Rivers, there called and known
by the feveral Names
of Connetlicut and Hudfonh Rivers * and all the Lands
from the Weft Side of Connetlicut River to the Eaft Side
of Delaware Bay r 3. This Ifland, now called
LongIfland, remains with the Province of New-York by a
mutual Tacit confent of both Colonies. In anfwer to
thefe Allegations, it is obvious, 1. That the Line
lately
fettled between New-York and Connetlicut, and confir
med or ratified by the King in Council is at 20 Miles
Eaft of Hudfon's River, and cuts off all their Claims of
this Nature uponConnetficut. 2. By the like
parity of Rea
fon, and precedent, the New-York Claim to that Part
of Maffachufetts-Bay, which lies Weft of Connetlicut Ri
ver is cut off; Moreover, the Dutch never traded or fettled
fo high upon Connetlicut River.
3. Therefore in equity,
New York is bounded North of Connetlicut N W.
Corner,
by a Line parallel to and at 20 Miles diftance Eaft of

f The Children

of William Broivn

great Grand Children of a Grand
that Time Governor of this Fort.

are

at

Vol. H.

F f

Efq;

of S a/em in Nno

England,

Daughter of Mynheer' Pr*zo/f,

Hudfon's
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Hudfon's River, to overagainft the great Crook, Elbow,'
or Great Falls of Hudfon*s River, and thence in a due
North Line

to

Canada Country

;

the S. Boundary Line of the French
|| this Line with other difputable Claims

*

Great Crooks of Boundary Rivers not well difcovered and de
at the Times of
granting and bounding Colonies, are now conftrued as a Termination of fuch Lines ; thus it was lately by Deter
mination of the King in Council with refpecl: to the Line between the
Provinces of Maffachufetts- Bay and Nfw- Hampfhire at Pantucket Falls
of Merrimack River, fee Vol. I. P. 423.
jj The various Difputes between the Courts of Great Britain and
Trance (I muft once and again beg Pardon for meddling in State Af
fairs or arcana Impfrij, by chance they fall in my way, and in fome
Manner I fcramble over them) concerning the national Properties and
jurifdiclions of fome difputable Countries in America, which perhaps
might have been fettled in the late definiti<ve (fo called; Treaty of Aix
la Chapelle more
expeditioufly and with better effect, considering 1.
that by meer dint of good Fortune, Providence feem'd to be of our
Side, and gave us Poffeffion of Louifbourg at the Mouth or Entrance
of St. Laurence or Canada Great River, the Trench Dunkirk of North
America,
z. By our natural
Superiority at Sea, we had entirely obftructed the French Plantation American Trade, which might have in
duced or forced the French to make us fome favourable Conceflions j
than by tedious and generally ineffective fubfequent Treaties by Commiflaries, which frequently terminate only in a Nutrality till next ge
neral Rupture, or in fome mutual Conceflions by way of Equivalents
detrimental to that Side who may have lately received the Law ; thus
for Inftance, if the Court of Great Britain at this Juncture fhould quit
Claim, the Neutral Iflands in the Weft-Indies to the French, as an Equi
valent for fome Conceflions to be made in Nova-Scotia by the Court
of France to the Britifh.
At prefent 1751, the French with a confiderable Military Force,
make a Stand on the North Side of ChiconeQo Bay and River in about
The parallel of 45 d. is the Northern Extent of K.
45 d. 25 m.
James I. Grant 1606 to the North Virginia Company, this is perhaps
the Foundation of the French Claim. If the Partition Line with
Trance or Canada is to be fettled at 45 dT North. Lat. continued, it
will fall in with St. Laurence or Ontario River, a little above Montreal \
including the greateft Part of Champlain or Corlaers Lake with the for
merly Dutch Country adjoining. If the SouthLimits of Canada are thus
fettled, New-Tork Weft Line will begin at this Termination and pafs
along Ontario River to Ontario Lake, along Ontario Lake, and its com

fcribed

municating

Run of Water

nia' North Line.

to

Lake Erie; till it

meets

with Ptnfylwa-

is

Of New-York.'
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is now in Agitation at Paris by Britifh and French Commiffaries.
Unlefs there be fome general, but definitive Articles
of Agreement, fee Vol. I. P. 13, with the French, con
cerning Boundaries, we ought to fiave a continued Refidence of Commiffionaries at Paris or elfewhere ; if the pre
fent Commiffaries are fo happy as to fettle the Boundary
Lines, between Canada on the French Side, and NovaScotia, New- England and New- York on the Britifh Side,
there will ftill remain further Lines to be fettled, of
which I can give fome Inftances, which may occafion
great Contention, the Symptoms whereof appear already ;
but as thefe Things at prefent are in Embrio, I fhall touch
*
upon them only by way of Annotational Amufement.
The
*

Tract of valuable LandWeft Southerly from Penfylva
in the Grant extends 5 d. W. from Delaware Ri
ver, and takes in a confiderable Share of Lake Erie, and within which
Bounds fince the late Peace the French have erected a Fortification
with a view of claiming that Country, as formerly they built a Fort
at Crown- Point, to fix a Claim to the Country of Lake Cbamplain ;
Our Indian Traders inform us, that below Lake Erie, upon the River
Ohio, called by the French La Belle Riviere, and the great River Ouabache which jointly fall into the Grand River of Mif/iffippi, are the
moft valuable Lands in all America, and extend 500 to 600 Miles
in a level rich Soil. Luckily for us, the French, laft War, not being
capable of fupplying the Indians of thofe Rivers with Goods fuffi
cient, thefe Indians dealt with our Traders.and a number of them came
to Philadelphia to treat with the Englifh : hitherto they have faith
fully obferved their new Alliance, thefe Indians are called thtTwichefwhees, a large Nation, much fuperior in Numbers to all our Six
Nations, and independent of them. This gave the Government of
Canada much uneafinefs, that fo confiderable a Body of Indians with
their Territory, Trade, and Inlet into the Mifliffippi fhould be lopt
from them ; accordingly the Governor of Canada in the Autumn 1750,
wrote to the Governors of Neiv Tork and Penfylvania,
acquainting
them, that our Indian Traders had incroached fo far on their Terri
tories by trading with their Indians ; that if they did not defift, he
fhould be obliged to apprehend them, wherever they fhould be found
within thefe Bounds ; accordingly in the Spring 175 1, fom* French
Parties with their Indian:, feized three of our Traders and confined
nia

There is

:

a

Penfylvania

them in Montreal or Quthcck : The Twichttwhtes, our late Allies, refcnted this, and immediately rcndezvoufed to the Number of 500 to
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The North and South Boundaries in North- America;
Dominions belonging or claimed by different Sovereign
ties, and of feparate Colonies under the fame Sovereign,,
are beft determined by parallels of Latitude which may
be fuppofed invariable •,. thus the Boundary of Hudfon'sBay Company by the Treaty of Utretcht is well fixed at
49 d. N. Lat ; perhaps that of Canada with Nova Scotia,
New England, and New-York, may be fettled at 45 d •, in
New- England that of Maffachufetts- Bay with New Hamp
fhire by the King in Council is fixed at a parallel of about
42 d. 50 m •, Maffachufetts-Bay with Rhode-Ifland and
Connetlicut is in 42 d. 2 m ; New York, with Penfylvania
is in 42 d. compJeated, or the beginning of the 43 d.
which is 20 Miles North of New-York Station Point
with the Jerfles -, Virginia with the Carolinas as fettled,
1739, is in about 36 d. 40 m. Some Colonies are only
bounded by Rivers, the River Powtomack Bounds Vir
ginia from Maryland, the River Savannah, divides SouthCarolina from Georgia,
600 and fcoured the Woods till they found three French Traders,
and delivered them up to the Government of Penfylvania. Here the
Matter refts and. waits for an Accommodation betwixt our Governor
and the French Governor, as to Exchange of Prifoners ; and as to the
main Point of the Queftion, in fuch Cafes the French never cede till
drubb'd into it by aWar, and confirmed by a
fubfequent Peace. How
ever, it is probable that in a few Years our Settlements, if well at.
tended to, will be carried thither, if with the Protection of the Indi
ans of that Nation, they are countenanced
by our Governments. With
this view the Governor of Penfylvania is
labouring with the Affembly
to have fome. Place of Strength, Security, or Retreat for our Indian
Traders, under the name of a. Trading or Truck- Houfe ; the Indians
have given their confent to this Scheme, which they never
granted to
the French ; it will be a difficult Matter to perfuade a Quaker
Affembly
into any Thing, where a .Military Strength or Security is
implied.
We may obferve, that forae Part of thefe Indian Lands W. Southerly of Penfylvania, to the Quantity of 600,000 Aeres, have a Year
or two ago, been granted by the Crown, to a
Company of Gentle
men in Virginia, free of Quit-Rent for zi Years ; in the
Prayer of
their Petition, they propofe the fetling and
the fame, as
cultivating
well as to carry on Trade with the Indians. The whole of this
Affair is now reprefented at home tathe
Miniftry, by the Governor

of

finfyfaania.

In

C[f' New- York.'
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In all Affairs the French adr. the Huckfters, at firft
make great Demands, but afterwards gradually recede.
It is faid, that as the French are now in Poffeffion of
Crown Point Fort and Settlement near Lake Champlain
in about 44 d. N. Lat. their firft Demand of Boundaries
was a parallel of 44 d. Lat. which cuts off from us part
of New-York and New Hampfhire, almoft the whole of
the Province of Main, all the good Country upon Quenebeck River, all Sagadahock or the late Property of Duke
of York, almoft the whole of Nova-Scotia, including' Anapolis Royal in 44 d. 40 m. and Chebutlo in 44 d. 10 m.
and Canfo-, The French Court are fince faid to have
ceded, and propofed to make a Ceflion of one degree
of Latitude ; that is, their bounding paralel of Latitude
fhall be 45 d. as the Grant of K. Jamesl. Anno 1606 to
the North-Virginia Company extended no further ; and
moreover, that the French .Governor Champlain had taken
Poffeffion of the Gulph and River of St. Laurence be
fore this, and before the Dutch Occupied the New^
York Settlement. This parallel of 45 d. in favour of
the French includes all the Canfo Iflands with the Northern
Parts of the Bay of Fundy ; and the good Country upon
St. John's River ; leaving to Great- Britain the Peninfula
of Nova-Scotia; Crown-Point, and the greateft Part of the
Country upon Lake Champlain or the Dutch Corlaers
Lake -, *f- tne Ceflion of Nova Scotia to Great-Britain by
the Treaty of Utretcht, was underftood by the Nation or
People of Great-Britain to be according to the Extent
of the French Commiflion fo far as Cape Rofiers, to Mr.
Subercaffe their laft Governor of V Accadie -, but by a
parallel of 45 d. in the Meridian of Cape- Rofiers in Lat.
of 50 d. 30 m. we give up 5 d. 30 m. of Latitude ; in
the Meridian of ^uebeck in Lat. 46 d. 55 m. we gave up
about 1 d. 55 m. of Latitude j in the Meridian of Mont-

•

T This Corlaerwzs a principal Man amongft the Dutch Settlers, and
tbis Lake was called by his Name ; the French call it Lake Champlaitr,
and it generally has obtained that Name ; Champlain was the firft
Governor of Canada.
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Thus the French

Treaty of Utretcht, to our
they gave the Law and
thereof ; O Tempora !
The North Boundary of the

explain

the

difadvantage,
fupreme Judges

very great
were

"Province of

New-York,

may be ; the South Line of Canada when fettled •, pro
bably it will begin at a Point in a Meridian 20 Miles
Eaft of the Crook or great Falls of Hudfon's River, and
running Weft will crofs Lake Champlain and terminate in
Caiaraqui River.
Its W. Line runs up Cataraqui River and Lake called
generally Lake Ontario, and terminates on Lake Erie in

North Lat. 42 d. compleat.
From Ofwego upon Lake
Ontario may be reckoned the Width of the Government
of New-York, 220 Miles, viz. due W. from the Lake
200 Miles to Albany on Hudfon's River, and from Albany
20 Miles due W. to the Weft Line of
Maffachufetts-Bay
Province.
The Southern Line of the Province of New-York is in
1
feveral Directions or Flexures.
From Lake Erie along
the North or Head Line of Penfylvania in Lat. 42 to
2. Thence 20 Miles down faid River
Delaware River.
to the North divifional Point of New York and NewJerfles on faid River in Lat. 41 d. 40 m. 3. Thence
in a ftreight Line E. 42 d. S. to 41 d. Lat. on Hudfon's
River. 4. Thence 12 Miles down Hudfon's River to
North End of the Ifland of New- York, then down faid
Hudfon's River on the W. Side of New York Ifland to
Sandy Point, the Entrance of New-York Road and Har
bour about 30 Miles.
5. Thence along the Southern
Shore of Long-Ifland, round the E. End of Long Ifland,
including Fifher's Ifland and Gardner's Ifland, which lie
near the Entrance of New-London Harbour in Thames
River of Connetlicut Colony •, then along the Northern
Shore cf Long-Ifland Sound to overagainft the Mouth
of Byram River, where the Weftern divifional Line be
tween New York and Connetlicut begins.
Tht Eaftern Line is from the Mouth of Byram River,
.

along

Of

New- York.*
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as defcribed in the Section of
Connetlicut,
Vol. II. P. 161, to the N. W. Corner of Connetlicut Co
lony or S. W. Corner of the Province of MaffachufettsBay, about 80 Miles : thence in a parallel with Hudfon's
River at 20 Miles diftance E. from Hudfon's River,
along the Weftern Line of Maffachufetts-Bay, about 47
Miles to the N. W. Corner of Maffachufetts-Bay, which
is the S. W. Corner of Lands lately annexed, or Crown
Lands put under the JurifdicTion of the Province of
New- Hampfhire pro tempore ; thence in a like parallel from
Hudfon's River, about 40 Miles upon the Weftern Line
of New Hampfhire, to the Latitude of the great Falls or
Crook of Hudfon's River •, thence in a due Meridian Line
on the Weft Line of the Crown Lands, f at prefent in
the Jurifdi&ion of New-Hampfhire, to the South Boundary
Line of Canada^ when by much protracted and finally
perhaps disadvantageous Negotiations it fhall be deter
mined : The Reader may obferve, that I have neither
Inclination nor Intereft to be of any fide, other than folicitous for a national Concern.

along iheOblohg

We may obferve,that as the dividing-Line between NewYork and New Jerfles in Duke oiYork s Grant of 1664 to
Lord Barkley, and Sir George Carteret is from the N. Lati
tude of 4 1 d. on Hudfon's River, to the Lat. of 4 1 d. 40 m.
on the Northermoft Branch of Delaware River •, fo that
the fixing of the two Latitudes, and running of the Line
between them, was all that was required for the fettling
f In a late final Settlement of the North Boundary of the Province
Mafincbufetts- Bay ; if the Adminiftration at home, for the Intereft
of our Mother Country and its Plantations, had been advifed by Gen
tlemen intelligent in the Affair ; the Lands North of that Line, bc;ng
Crown Lwr.c', rright have been annexed to the Province of Maffaof

ts-Bay, though net in Property, yet in Jurifdiftion, as are the
Lands of Sagadahock ; the infignificant impotent fmall Province of
New- Hamp/hire can never be capable of cultivating and defending it
againft the Canada French and their Indians ; fo large a Tradl of Wildemefs Lands a? this, is, leaving a vaft Country uncultivated, or to the
Ufe and Improvement of the French.
cuu
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of that Line * Accordingly 17 19, by Acts of the General
Affemblies of both Provinces, Commiflioners and Sur
veyors were appointed ; after many Obfervations, the
Latitude of 41 d. 40 m. on the Northermoft Branch of
Delaware River was fettled, and executed by Indentures
under Hands and Seals ; and to commemorate the fame,
thefe Indentures were recorded at Perth Amboy in NewJerfey, Lib. D. No. 2. P. 280. &c. and in New- York in
a Book of Entries beginning
Auguft 1739, p. 168, &c.
then a ftreight Line was run by the faid Commiflioners
and Surveyors to Hudfon's River, and the Surveyors made
many Obfervations there, of the Meridian Altitudes of
the Sun and proper Stars, to difcover the proper Lati
tude on Hudfon's River •, but the Commiflioners never
met afterwards to fix that Point ;
therefore it remains
undetermined to this Day, though frequently demanded
by the Eaft- Jerfey.
The Deed of the Equivalent Lands, (fee Vol. II. P.
161) called the Oblong from Connecticut to New-York
in the King's Name, was not fealed or delivered until
May 14, the Grant of the greateft Part of thefe Lands
to Sir jofeph Eyles and
Company was next Day after, be
of
and
not put upon Record till fome
trie
ing
15th
May,
Time thereafter.
The Controverfy between Eyles and
Company, and Hauly and Company concerning the Pro
perty of thefe Lands is ftill fubfifting ; the contracted
'Nature of a Summary does not allow us to infert it at
'*
large; only we obferve, that Sir Jofeph Eyles and Com
pany March 10, 1730,1, prefented a Petition to the King
in Council for this Land, by the Name of " a certain
Tract of Land in your Majefty's Province of New-York
in America, &c." computed at 62,000 Acres ; on the
fame Day it was referred to a Committee of the Privy
Council, and 24th of that Month, they refer it to the
Lords Commiflioners for Trade and Plantations •, the
*

This I infert in fo minute

Plantation Affairs

are

a

managed

Manner, by way of Information, how
the feveral Boards in Great -Britain.

at

Lords

Of

New- York.

Lords of Trade made their
"

Report
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the Lords of the

We think it for his
Majefty's Service to
their Heirs and
to
them,
grant
Affigns, the Lands they
Petition for," &c. and on the 30th March 1731, the
Lords of the Committee make their Reports, to the
King
"
in Council,
apprehending that all reafonable Encou
ragement ought to be given for the fettling of Lands in
your Majefty's Plantations, do agree with the Opinion of
the faid Lords Commiflioners for Trade, &c. and that
it may be advifable for your Majefty to grant to the
Petitioners the faidLands in the manner above
propofed."
Aprils, 173 1. The King in Council approves of the
Report of the Lords of the Committee, and orders a
Grant accordingly, by .ordering the Lords Commifli
oners of his Majefty's
Treafury, to prepare a Warrant
for pafling it, and on the 4th of May 1731, The Lord's
Commiflioners of the Treafury directed the Warrant for
the Grant to the Attorney and Solicitor General •, The
Grant itfelf, under the great Seal of Great Britain, is
dated May 15, 1731 ; after reciting the Words of the
"
are gracioufly
Petition
pleafecl to gratify the Petition
ers of their requeft : Know
ye" &c. f About the fame
Time the Governor and Council of New-York granted,
by virtue of their Royal Inftruction for granting of Pro
vince Lands, to Hauly and Company the fame Lands ;
which of thefe Grants fhall take Place, is not as yet de
cided •, it is certain, that the Deed of thefe Equivalent
Lands, from Connetlicut to his Majefty was not fealed and
delivered until May 14, 1731, yet at the diftance of iooo

Commitee

—

Leagues

was

granted

next

Day

to

Eyles, &c.

The Extent of the Province Government or Jurifdiction
of New York is as follows •, from N. to S. that is from
Sandy Hook in Lat. 40 d. 30 m. to the fuppofed Canada
Line in the Parallel of 45 d. Lat. are 313 Englifh Miles*
+ There feenri

to be fome Imrofition in the Petition of Sr
and Company,
repenting thefe Lard?, as r:odu&;ve of
Tar. other Naval Stores, Mines, and Furrs.

Eyles

Vol. II.
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the Extent from Weft to E. is various.
i..From the
E. Southerly Termination of the
Boundary Line between
the Jerfles and New York in 'Lat. 41 d.
upon Hudfon'i
River to Byram River, where the Colony of Connetlicut
begins, are 10 Miles. 2. From theW. Northerly Ter
mination of faid Boundary Line between
Jerfey and NewYork on the North Branch of Delaware. River in Lat.,
41 ct -40 m. to Connetlicut W. Line/including the Oblong,
areiite Miles', whereof about 60 Miles fro^Delaware River
to
'Hudfon's River, and 22 Miles from Hudfon's River to
theprefent Connetlicut W. Line, Oblong included. 3. From
41 d. 40 m. on Delaware River, New-York ruris 20 Miles
higher on Delaware River to the parallel of 42 d. Lat. which
by Penfylvania Royal Grant divides New York from the
Province of Penfylvania ;
upon this parallel New- York
is fuppofed to extend Weft to Lake Erie °, and from
thence along Lake Erie, and
along the communicating
great Run of Water f from Lake Erie to Lake Ontario or
Cataraqui, and along Lake Cataraqui and its difcharge
Calaraqui River to the aforefaid Canada fuppofed Line
with the Britifh Colonies ; we fhall inftance the
Breadth
of New York Province from
Ofwego ; || as being a Me-

dium
f In this Run of Water or communicating River, are the noted
great Niagran Falls frequently mentioned, and a French Pafs to
keep
up the Communication between Canada and

MijftfPppi,

called Fort

|| Ofvjego formerly mentioned, is a Fort and Indian trading Place
Times of Peace, with a Garrifon of
25 Soldiers from the four Independant regular Companies, to prevent any diforders in Trade this
being m the Seafon a kind of Indian Fair : Laft French War the Garrifon
confifted of 200 Men of
regular Troops and Militia, and the French did
net find
in

•

inconvenient to moleft them.

fct

out

buy

Our Traders with the Indians

and pay
certain Duty
upon what they vend and
frorjufibanytheir
at
Rout is From
to
a

Ofwfgfi ;

Corporation

;

Many

Schenefiady Town

or

upon Mohawks River 16 Miles Land Carriage ; thence
up Mohawks River, in this River is only one fhort
carrying Place
ataFal in that R.ver ; from Mtbawks
River a carrying Place of,
to
5 Miles according to the Seafons, here are
Dutch Land

convenient

be hired, to a River which falls into
the Oneides Lake
•hen from this Lake down
River to

Carriages

to

Qntmdagutt

;

Ofwego trading
Place

Of New-York."
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dium in this Line. Ofwego Fort and trading Place with
many Nations of Indians upon the Lake Ontario,
Cataraqui or Ofwego in Lat. 43 d. 33 m. lies W. North
erly from Albany about 200 Miles, and 20 Miles from
Albany to the Weft Line of the Province of Maffachu
fetts-Bay, in all about 220 Miles. Montreal \ie$ N. by E.
of Albany above 200 Miles.

Befides, the main Land Country of New 2^r-£,there are
fome Iflands belonging to it.
1.
Long Ifland, called by
the Indians Matowacks, and by the Dutch, Naffau, it lies
in length from E. to W. about 120 Miles, and at a MePlace upon Lake Ontario, there is a fhort fall in Onondagues River.
Almoft the whole of the Eaft Side of Ontario Lake lies in the Onon
dagues Country. From Ofwego Fort to Niagara Falls or French Fort
Denonvelle are about 160 Miles, and from Ofwego Fort 60 Miles to
Fort Frontanac, alfo called Cataraqui Fort, where the Lake vents by
Cataraqui River, which with the Outawae River makes St. Laurence
River called the great River of Canada ; this Fort Frontanac is about
zoo Miles down that Rocky River to Montreal.
By conjeflure of the French Coureurs des Bois in round Numbers,"
the Circumferences of the ,5 great Lakes or inland Seas of North'
America, are, Ontario 2do Leagues, Erie 200 Leagues, tturons 300
300 Leaguer, and the upper Lake 500 Leagues.
write this, as a rigidly connefted Piece, I mention
feveral Things as they occur, but without any confiderable Deviation.
1. The Mohawk Nation of our allied New-York Indians .live on the
South Side of a Branch of Hudfon's River called Mohawks River, but
not on the North Side thereof, as is reprefented in the French Maps.
2. The Omides Nation lie about 100 Miles W. from Albany, near- the
bead of the Mohawks River.
5. The Onondagues lie about 130 Miles
Weft from Albavy. 4. The Tujcaroras an adventitious or Sixth Nation
fin former Times they were called the five Nations) live partly with
the Oneides, and partly with the Onondagues.
5. The Cayugas about
6. The Seneccs who live upon the
1 60 Miles Weft from Albany.
Frontiers of Penjylvqnia are about 240 Miles Weft from Albany. A
French noted Writer M. de Lifie calls thefe five Nations by the Name

Leagues, Mihagan
As I

do

not

of

Iroquois \
Formerly the French had Popifh MifTionaries with the Oneides, Or.ondagucs, and Cayuga s, and endeavoured to keep them in their Intereft.
There is fcarce any Beaver in the Country of the five Nations :
therefore their hunting at a great diftance from home, occafions fre.
them up by
quent Jarrings with other Indian Nacions ; this Trains

Rraftice,

to

be better Warriors than the other Indian Nations.

dium
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dium is about 10 Miles broad •, its Eaft Shore is a fandy
Flat, as is all theE. Shore of North-America from Cape*
Cod of New England in N. Lat. 42 d. 10 m. to Cape Flo
rida in about 23 d. N. Lat. upon this Shore of Long Ifland
fhallow : its North
are very few Inlets, and thefe very
Side is good Water, being a Sound between it and the
main Land of Connetlicut -, the wideft part of this near
New Haven of Connecticut does not exceed 8 Leagues.
Two thirds of this Ifland is a barren fandy Soil. The
Eaftern Parts were fettled from New- England, and re
tain their Cuftoms ; The Weftern Parts were fettled by
the Dutch, where many Families to this Day underftand
It is divided into
no other Language but the Dutch.
and Suffolk
Counties,
Queen's
County,
King's
County,
3
County, and pays confiderably above one fourth of the
Taxes or Charges of the Government of the Province.
Hell Gate, where is the Confluence or Meeting of the E„
and W. Tide in Long Ifland Sound, is about 12 Miles
from the City of New- York. 2. Staten Ifland at its E. end*
has a Ferry of three Miles to the W. end of Long-Ifland\
•at its W. end is a Ferry of one Mile to Perth- Amboy of Eaftjerjies, it is divided from Eaft^Jerfies by a Creek •, is in.
length about 12 Miles and about 6 Miles Broad, makes
me County, called Richmond, which pays fcarce one in
one and twenty of the Provincial Tax j it is all in one
Parifh, but feveral Congregations, viz, an Englifh, Dutch*
and French Congregation •, the Inhabitants are moftly
Englifh -, only one confiderable Village, called Cuckolds
Town.
3. Nantucket, Martha's Vineyard and Elizabeth.
Iflands were formerly under the JurifdicYion of New-York \
but upon the Revolution they were annexed by the new
Charter of Maffachufetts-Bay, to the Jurifdiction of Maffa

not many Years fince, fome of the Free
holders of thefe Iflands when occafionally in New-York,
were arretted for the Arrears of the general Quit-Rents
of thefe Iflands. 4. Manhatans, the Indian Name, NewAmfterdam the Dutch Name, or New- York the Englifh
Name, may be called an Ifland, though it has a Com

chufetts-Bay,

munication

,
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inunication with the main Land, by

tffi

King's Bridge, the
whole Ifland being about 14 Miles long, but very narrow,
is all in the Jurifdiction of the City of New-York, it lies on
the Mouth of Hudfon's River.
In the Province of New- York- are four incorporated
Towns, who hold Courts within themfelves, fend Repre
fentatives to the General Affembly, or Legiflature, with
fundry exclufive Privileges. 1. The City of New York
and its Territory, formerly eftablrfhed by Col. Dongan,
2. The City of Albany
fends 4 Reprefentatives.
proba
from Col. Dongan, and is
Charter
alfo
their
had
bly
nearly the fame with that of New-York, fends two Repre
fentatives. 3. The Borough of Weft Chefier ; and 4. The
Townfhip of Scheneflady -, it feems thefe two Corporati
ons had their Charters before the Revolution, and each
of them fend one Reprefentative to the General Affembly.
As a Specimen of Town Corporation Charters, in the
Plantations, I fhall infert an Extract of the Charter of
the City of New- York ; it is the fulleft and the moft ex
clufive of any of them. It begins by mentioning or re
which they have
citing feveral Grants of Privileges
"
Whereas
the £ity of
and
Charters.
Patents
enjoyed by
the
Citizens
is
an
and
ancient
York.
New
City,
anciently a
as well
&c.
with
Politick
fundry Rights, Privileges,
Body
as byCharters, Letters Patents, tyrants and
by Prefcription
Confirmations,, not only of' divers Governors and Com
manders in chief in the faid Province, but alfo of feveral
Governors, Directors, Generals, and Commanders in
Chief of the-Nelher Dulch Nation, whilft the fame was or
has been under .their Power and Subjection. That *tho*
mas Dongan, Efq-» Lieut. Governor of New York, under
K» James II. Auguft iy, 1686, by a Charter confirmed all
their former Grants not repugnant to the Laws of En
gland and Province of New-York, with fome Additions,
granting to them all the unappropriated Lands to lowWater Mark in Manhatans Ifland, under the yearly
Quit Rent of one Beaver Skin or the value thereof ?
their Jurifdiction to extend all over the Ifland, &V." Thar
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this Charter was confirmed by a fubfequent Charter from
Lord Cornbury Governor, April 19. 1708, with fome
Additions granting to them the Ferries, cjJV. That as
fome queftioned the validity of their former Charters,
becaufe they were in the Governors "Name only, and not
in the Name of their Kings and Queens, they Petition
Governor Montgomery for a new Charter, confirming all
their former Privileges, with fome Additions ; granting
to them 400 Feet below low Water Mark in Hudfon's
River, &c.
Governor Montgomery's Charter by which they now
hold, is dated January 15, 1 730, and afterwards confirmed
or corroborated by an Act of the Provincial Affembly or
Legiflature of New York,&nd declared to be a publick Act,
relating to the whole Colony. The Subftance of thii
Charter is as follows.
They are incorporated by the Name of the Mayor, Al
derman and Commonality of the City of New- York. The
City to be divided into feven Wards, viz. Weft Ward, South
ward, Duck Ward, Eaft Ward,North- Ward, Montgomery
Ward, and the Out- Ward divided into the Bowry Divifion and
Harlem Divifion. The Corporation to confifiof one Mayor,
cm Recorder, and feven AldeYmen, feven Affiftants, one'Shej
riff, one Coroner, one Common Clerk, one Chamberlane or Trea
—

—

high 'Conftahle, Jbtteen Affeffors, feven ColleUors,
and one Marfhal. The Mayor with Confent
Conftables,
fix
the
Governor,
may appoint one of the Aldermen his De
of
The
Governor
yearly to appoint the Mayor, Sheriff,
puty.

furer,

one

teen

and Coroner, and' the Freeholders and Freemen in their refpeclive Wards to chufe the other Officers, excepting the
Chamberlane, who is to be appointed in Council by the

or more
or more Aldermen, and four
Affif
The Mayor to appoint the high Conftable -, all Offi
cers to take the proper Oaths, and to continue in Office till
others have been chofen in their Rooms •, when any Officer
dies, the Ward is to chufe another ; Upon refufal to ferve
in Office, the common Council may impofe a Fine not exceed

Mayor, four
tants.

ing
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the Corporation. The Major or
or more Aldermen with four or more
and
Recorder,
four
Affiftants to be a common Council to make Bylaws, to regu
late the Freemen, to leafe Lands and Tenements &c, but to
do nothing inconfiftent with the Laws of Great- Britain or
of this Province ; Such Laws and Orders not to continue
in Force exceeding 12 Months, unlefs confirmed by the' Go
vernor and Council.
May punifh by disfranchifing, or Fines
The common Council Jhal!
the
the
Corporation.*
Ufe
of
for
decide in all controverted Elections of Officers. The common
Council may be called by the Mayor, or in his Abfence by the
Recorder •, Fine of a Member for' non attendance not ex
ceeding 20 /. for the Ufe of the Corporation. The Corpo
ration may eftablijh as many Ferries as they may fee fit, and
To hold a Market at five or more different
let the fame.
Places every Day of the Week, excepting Sunday -, to fix the
Affize of Bread, Wine, &c. The Mayor with four or more
Aldermen may make Freemen, Fees not to exceed £. 5 ; none
but Freemen fhall retail Goods or exercife any Trade,.
Penalty £. 5 •, no Aliens to be made Free. To commit com
eretl Work- Houfes, Goals, and Jimsmon Vagabonds,
The
Mayor to appoint the Clerk of the Market,
Houfes.
Water
and
Bailiff '-, to licence Carmen, Porters, Cry ers,
Scavangers and the like -, to give Licence to Taverns and
Retailers of ftrong Drink for one Year, not exceeding 30/
current Money
per Licence ; felling without Licence f. 5
toties quoties. The Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Recorder, and
Aldermen for the Time being, to be Juftices of the Peace.
The Mayor, Deputy- Mayor, and Recorder or any one of
them, with three or more of the Aldermen fhall hold Quarter
Seffions, not to fit exceeding four Days. Mayor, Recorderv
and Aldermen to be named in all Commiffions of Oyer and
Terminer, and Goal-Delivery. The Mayor, Deputy Mayor,
Recorder or any one of them with three or more of the Al
dermen fhall and may hold every Tuefday a Court of Record,
to try all civil Caufes reak perfonal, or mixt, within the
City and County. May adjourn the Mayor's Court to any
Time not weeding 28 Days. The Corporation to have a

inf£. i£ for the Ufe of

'

"

.

"*

common1
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Clerk, who fhall be alfo Clerk of the Court of Re
cord, and Seffions of the Peace, to be appointed during his
good Behaviour, by the Governor -, eight Attorneys in the be
ginning, but as they drop, only fix to be. allowed, during their

common

.good

Mayor's Court ; the Mayor's Court
and Cognizance of the Attornies, who
recommend one to the Governor for

Behaviour for the

to have the Direction

upon a vacancy fhall
bis Approbation. The Mayor, Recorder, or any Alderman,
may with or without a Jury determine in Cafes not exceedNo Freeman Inhabitant fhall be obliged to
40 f Value.
ferve in any Office out of the City. A Grant and Confir
mation to all the Inhabitants of their Hereditaments, &c.
paying the Quit-Rent referved by their Grants. The Corpo
ration may purchafe and hold any Hereditament, &£. fo as
the clear yearly Value exceed not £. 3,000 Sterl. and the
To pay a Quit- Rent of %of
Ann.
Proclamation Money per
befides the Beaver Skin, and
No
5 f Current Money in former Charters required.
^Action to be allowed againft the Corporation for any Matters
cr Caufe
whatfoever Prior to this Charter. A Pardon of
all Profecutions, Forfeitures, fjfc. Prior to this Charter.
This Grant or the Inrolement thereof (Record) fhall be
valid in Law, notwithftanding of Imperfections, the Imper
fections may in Time coming be rectified at the Charge of

fame

the

to

difpofe of

at

Pleafure.

Corporation.

As I am now to relate the French and Indian Wars
which concern the Britifh Province of New-York, with
their other Indian Affairs ; as alfo fome Account of
the Succeffions of Governors and Governments in the
Colony of New York •, inftead of Summary References,
as was
propofed, for the Eafe of the Reader, I fhall ufe
a connected and fluent fhort
Recapitulation, which will
out fundry of our Claims in North- America.
point

French and Indian Wars with other Indian Affairs.
Sabaftion Cabot, a Subject of England, employed by K.
Henry VII. to difcover a N. WT. Paffage to China, Ann.

1495,

Of
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at all the confiderable Inlets on theEi^ern
Coaft of North-America from Cape-Florida in N. Lat.
25 d. to N. Lat. 6y and half d. and took a Nominal
Poffeffion of the whole for the Crown of England (f-*
Vol. I. P. 273) but making no Settlements, he made no
Title by Occupancy, or Purchafe from the Indians.
Sir Walter Raleigh, a Native of England, Anno 1584,
with People Settlers, landed at Roanoak in the prefent
North Carolina, fettled and took PoffefTion for Queen
Elizabeth, and called all the North America Coaft by the
Name of Virginia, * in honour to the Virgin Queen
Elizabeth. After fundry fmall Adventures to Virginia
in general, April 10, 1606 two Companies were incorpo
rated in one Letter Patent by K. Janies I. called the
South and North Virginia Companies. The South Virginia
Company began a Settlement in ChefapeakBay 1607 ; the
North Virginia Company carried on (/but in feparate Ad
ventures,) fome fmall Trade in Fifh and Fur, but made
no Settlement with Continuance till 1620 y they began
to fettle Plymouth in New England -, being late in the
Seafon, the Weather obliged the defigned Settlers to put
up with the firft Land or Harbours, accordingly they
landed in Plymouth Bay of Maffachufetts, and have con
tinued there ever fince.
Capt. Henry Hudfon 4- in fome Dutch Company's Ser-

T490", touched

*

-

■

1

*

in imitation of fome Annot'tors upon
the G ■■•■<-.'. and Roman Claflicks, imagine that he meant a young Vir
gin Country, never before occupied by the Europeans.
•\ The defigned Setters had made a fort of CoatraS with the
Council of Plymouth or North Virginia Company, for a Territory upon
Hudfon's River : This Evinces that in thefe Times, the Dutch or

Some

pedantick Criticks,

any other European Nation by prior Difcovery, Occupancy, Prefcription, or any other Claim, had no equitable Right to that Country.
\ This Hudfon was a great Enthufiaftick projector of N. E. and
N. W. Paflagej, and gave Name to Hudfon's Bay, and to IluclfuaiUxver of New Tork ;
he perifhed in one of his Pa.Tsge Adventures,
being never heard of more.
It is faid by the French, that Canada was firft- fettlec by the French
under Champlain their firft Governor 1603. being five Year* before
Hudfon took Poffeffion of A'.tv K.therlandi hi the Dutch.

Vol. II.
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vice, but

an
Englifh Man, Anno i 708, came to the Mouth
of Hudfon's River (as it is fince called)
though in the li
mits of both faid Corporations or
Companies,and without
Licence from the King of England purchafed (as it is
faid) of the Indians that certain Territory, and difpofed
of his Rights to the Dutch Weft India
Company, or rather
to fome Merchants of
Amfterdam ; and the Dutch made
fome imperfect irregular Settlements there.
Sir Samuel
Argol Governor for the South- Virginia Company 161 8
drove the Dutch from their ufurped Settlement : How
ever, the Dutch obtained 1620 of that Pacifick
eafy
Prince K. James I. leave to make a fmall Settlement
there,
for wooding and watering of their Brazil
Fleets, and
1623 the Dutch made a regular Colony of it, and
Commander in Chief was called Director General of New-

'their

Netherlands.

Carr, Sea Commander, and Nichols Land Comman
der arrived before New Amfterdam fince called New
Yorkr
with an armed Force Auguft 20,
1664, and fummoned
the Dutch Governor to furrender,
accordingly 27th fol
lowing, Articles were agreed upon, New- Netherlands was
furrendred to England, and Col. Richard Nichols was
ap
pointed Lieut. Governor by the Duke of York, who had
obtain'd a previous Grant thereof from his Brother
K.
Charles II. New-Netherlands was confirmed to
England
by the Treaty of Breda 1667 : But as England, March
17, 1671,2 proclaimed War againft' the Dutch, the
Dutch eafily reconquered it from the
Englifh 1673, Co'«
Lovelace Governor ; but afterwards by the
Treaty of Lon.
don 1673,4 the Dutch made an abfolute Ceffion
thereof
to England; and in
confequence thereof as New Nether
lands had been conquered fince the firft
Grant, to prevent
difficulties in Titles, K. Charles If made a fecond
Grant
June 29, 1674 to his Brother the Duke of York with the
Right of 'Government to him, his Heirs and Affigns.
I fhall not anticipate what Matters of this Grant
to the Sections of the
Jerfies and Penfylvania. Governor

belong

Andros

by Letters of Otlober

31,

1674 acquaints

the

neigh-

Of

-

New- York.
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neighbouring Governors, that he had received PofTeflion
of New York &c. No Act of Government appears upon
Record from July 19, 1673 to November 6, 1674 ; then
were publifhed the fecond Royal Letters Patents to theDuke
of York of New-York and the Jerfies, dated June 29, 1 674.
The Dutch Interlopers at their firft Arrival in this
Country 1608, entred into Alliance with the Five Na
tions called by the French Iroquois, it continued without
Interruption, and remains to this Day a firm Alliance
with the Englifh \\ who fucceeded the Dutch in the Euro
pean Jurifdiction of thefe Countries.
Thefe five Tribes of Indians are called Nations, though
properly all of one Nation, they are diftinguifhed by the
Names of Mohawks, Oneides, Onondagues, Coyugas and SeIn the North-Carolina War with the Tufcaroras
necas.
Indians 171 1, many of thefe Tufcaroras were obliged
to fly their Country, and fettled with the Onondagues and
Coyugas, and are now called the Sixth Nation. The fe
veral fmall Villages of Sefquahanna and Delaware River
Indians, are under the Protection of the Senecas •, the 6>necas arc by far the largeft of the Six Nations, and lie upon
the Frontiers of Penfylvania. Several of the Ranagadoes
of the five Nations have fettled above Montreal, and are
called Cohunagos or praying Indians.
Why do we not fend Military Officers amongft the
Indians to inftrudt them in the European Arts of War.
The French with good Succefs follow this Practice. Some
fay that the Officers of the four independent Companies of
*
Fuftliers in New-York live like Military Monks in Idlenefs and Luxury.
The French ufe an Argument with the Indians to be of
their Side, v/z. that they do not covet their Lands, as the
Englifh do.
The Reader may excufe my frequent inadvertent Impropriety
in Times fince the Union Englifh inftead of Britfh, it is
common Speech Expreffion, but very
improper.
*
Fuftliers are fo caJed, becaufe they are fuppofed to be armed
with light Mufquets called Fufeei.

||
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ihc
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Daring K<. William's War, the Inhabitants of Canadd,
liv'd in continual Fears of thefe five Indian Nations, their
Canada is
Seed Time and Harveft were much neglected.
a
Tyrannical Government and barren Soil. Their Lands
feat e produce fufficient for the fuftenance of the Inha
bitants.
We may obferve, that amongft the abovefaid Six Indian^.Nalipns or .Tribes, the Onondagues refemble that
Canton, where the Deputies of the feveral Swifs Cantons
meet upon Affairs of great Concern.
The Onondagues,
and
been
in the French
have
Oneides,
Coyugas
frequently
the
the
of
French
Intereft, by
Management
Miflionary
Priefts. Our Miffionary Priefts, inftead of this laborious^
but vaftly ufeful publick Duty ; are indulged in a fort
of fine Cures, in our moft opulent and well provided Set
tlements ; they labour only in confounding the fober
and induftrious well meaning Prefbyterians, Congregati
onalifts, &c. to the great detriment of the publick Good •,
a
new
Regulation amongft our Miffionaries is much
wanted,
1665, Sept. Ccurfal arrived Governor of Canada ; next
Spring with 23 Companies of regular Troops, and all
the marching Poffe of Canada that could be fpared,
marched perhaps 250 Leagues into the Country of the
Five Natians, they did little or no Execution ; and
16^7 a Peace was concluded between the French and

their Indians, and the PrbVince of New York with their
five Nations of Indians : This Peace continued till 1683.
1684, De la Bane Governor of Canada, with all the
Poffe of Canada, marched and rendezvoufed at Cataraqui
Fort, f while at the fame Time he. was only amufing
the
'

fit is now called Fort Frontenac, being built by Count de Frontenac
Governor of Canada, on Cataraqui Lake, near the Mouth of Cataraqui
River, which runs to Montreal, and with the Ouataiuaes River forms
the great River of Canada called the River of St. Laurence.
M. de la Salle upon Cataraqui Lake built- a Bark of 60 Tuns, but
She neighbouring Indians in Jealoufy-foon burnt her.
For
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the Government of New-York, with fome
trifling Com
plaints againft the Five Indian Nations, to lull them aileep.
1684, mjuly, Lord Howard of Effingham, Governor Of
Virginia, and Col. Dongan Lieut. Governor of New Xpi",
had an interview with the five Indian Nations at NewYork.
1685, Marquis de Nonville, who fucceded the Gover
nor General de-la Barre, with
1500 Men, regular Troop?,
Canada Militia, and Indians, rendezvoufed at Fort Fron
tenac or Cataraqui, defigned againft the five Indian Nati
ons ;'
they did no Execution.
1687, Governor General Nonville with 1500 French
and Indians infulted the Seneca Nation.
In return for
this the five Iroquois Nations to the Number of 1200
Men July 26 1688, invaded the Ifland of Montreal-,
the Governor General with his Court, were there at that
Time-, they ravaged the Country, killed many People,
and carried Off Captives, the Mohawks, loft
only three
Men ; the French abandoned their Fort
upon Cataraqui
Lake, and left 26 Barrels of Gun-Powder.
In February 1689,90, The French,
confifting of 500
Coureurs des Bois (in New-England they are called Swampiers,) with as many Indians or Savages, made incurfions
upon the Province of New-York, they burnt Corlaer's
Village called Scheneclady, and murdered 6^ Perfons.
In the Memory of Man the Mohawks never received
fuch a Blow as in the Winter
1692,3 ; Col. Fletcher
with 300 Voluntiers marched to
'Albany, and the French
with their Indians returned home.
1696, The French with a large Force made an incurfion upon the New- York Indians, with a
defign to
deftroy the Settlements of Albany and Scheneclady, but
were
repulfed by Governor Fletcher.
During Queen Anne's War, the five Indian Nations
For the Indian Nation where the

Concerns, fee Vol. I. P. 179.
For the

185, they

Englijhznd French have particular

Iroquois or fix Nations of Mohawk Indians, fee Vol. I. P.
may confift of about 1500 marching Men.
had-
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had a Neutrality with the Canada French and their Indians,
and by this Means the Province of New-York carried on
a continued advantageous Trade with Canada.
Neu< York had 410 Concern in the New-England Indian

Y'af 1722 to 1725.
The French had lately erected a Fort at Crown-Point
near the Lake Champlain upon the Frontiers of New-York
Government-, during the late French War from 1744 to
1
747 inclufive, Crown Point was the rendezvoufe of the
Canada French and their Indians, confequently their Onfcts
were moftly
upon the Province of New-York and the
N. W. Corner of the Province of Maffachufetts-Bay.
1745 from Crown Point they deftroyed Saratoga Settle
The New- York
ment, about 30 Miles above Albany.
Frontier Places where Militia were pofted, are Scheneclady,
Albany, and Kinderhoek. Anno 1 745, 1 746, and 1 747,
the French and their Indians, above Albany, killed and cap
tivated above 320 of our People.
Toward that chargeable Amufement, called the in
tended Expedition againft Canada of 1746, New-York
Province contributed 1 5 Companies of 1 00 Men per Com
pany ; the £ 6 New-York Currency in levy Money, and
victualling for 16 or 17 Months was a confiderable Load.
The four independant regular Companies of 100 Men
each, ftationed at New York many Years, are an Advan
tage to the Country ; they draw from Great Britain,
about £. 7,500 Sterl. per Ann.
Governors in the Province of New- York.
the Commanders in Chief, dur
ing the Poffeffion and Jurifdiction of the Dutch, they
were ftiled varioufly, viz. Directors, Generals, Gover
nors, &c. The prefent Stile of the Britifh Governor, is,
Captain General, and Governor in chief in and over the
Province or Colony of New- York, and Territories thereon
depending, and Vice Admiral of the fame. Before the
Revolution the Commanders in Chief, had only the
Title of Lieutenant Governor under the Duke of York as
he

Succeffion of
I fhall

not enumerate

0/ New-York.
he

was

principal Governor by
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Patent.

Upon

K.

James

II, Abdication, the Property and Government of the
Colony of New-York and the Territory of Sagadahock in

New England, reverted to the Crown.
The firft Englifh Governor was Col. Richard Nichols,
his Commiflion bore date April 2, 166^, he was Com
mander of the Land Forces in the Reduction of New*
Netherlands, and one of the Commiflioners for fettling
the Boundaries of our Colonies in North- America.
He
continued Governor to 1683, ana< wasfucceeded by
Sir Edmond Andros, * he wasGovernor only for a fhort
Time •, and was removed to the Government of Newthe feveral Charter Colonies of New-England
the iniquity of the Times, either by a Courfe
from
having
in -Law had their Charters taken from them, or tacitly
dropt ; he arrived in Bofton in December 1686 with

England,

Lieut. Governor Nicholfon and two Independent Com
panies of Soldiers. See Vol. I. P. 413. In April 1689,
by a Revolution in New- England, in Confequence of the
General Revolution at home, he was difqualified and
went home ; excepting his Bigotry f to
Popery and the
was a
Power
his
he
of
Prince,
arbitrary
good moral Man.
He was appointed Governor of Virginia 1692 ; he died
in London 1714, of a good old Age.
Andros was fucceeded by CoJ. Dongan 1684 » He was
a Roman Catholick, but much of a Gentleman and Patriot,
*
Sir Edmond Andros 1672 had fome Command in New Tori, and
ifter him Col Lovelace.
f The Reman Catholick Religion or Popery feems to be requifite
where an arbitrary Power in the King and his Miniftry are endea
An Enthujiaflick implicit Faith as to Religion in the
voured after.
Pope and his Clergy, as in a political Way, a natural Introduclion of
a pafiive Obedience in Civil Affairs, to the
King and his Miniftry ; and

perhapj in all Politias, an Enthufiaflick (Man
nimal) fuperftitious deference for the Clergy is

is

an

Enthufiaftick

A-

fine qua non in Civil
be facred, and not redia

Government ; therefore the Clergy ought to
culed by the inconfiderate VVits of the Age ; the famous Dr. Swift is
here much to be faulted, his Fort was in this fort of Ridicule. The
Devotion we pay to the Qergy introduces a proper fubmiflion to Civil
Authority ; and it is the Clergy's Bufinefs to labour this Point.

he
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French Intereft ; upon the Re
he was in Confequence difmiffed
from his Government ; but as a Reward for his Merits,
He made feveral
he was created Earl of Limerick.
in
the
Lands
Duke
of York's Pro
Grants of
Sagadahock,
at prefent under the Jurifdiction of the Province
perty,
of Maffachufetts Bay -, thefe Grants in Time, when Claims
are. to be fettled, may occafion much Confufion.
Upon the Revolution, Col. Benjamin Fletcher was ap
pointed, he came over 1692 with fome regular Troops,
and was very induftrious in repulfing the Canada French
In his Time 1696, the Church of
and their Indians.
in
New-York
(called Trinity Church) was built ; it
England
is the only Church of England upon the Ifland.
After this ~CoI. Leflie ufurped the Government (as his
Partifans faid, for a publick Good) for which he and his
he

was

irreconcilable

to a

volution, being Papift,

Friend Milburn fuffered as Traitors, having held out for
fome Time the Fort againft Col. Slaughter, who was
appointed Governor by the King, and upon this kind of
Interregnum, fucceeded Slaughter, he died foon in NewYork.
Col. Dudley, as Prefident, fucceeded in the chief Com
mand of the Province •, he was afterwards Governor of
the Province of Mafjachufetts-Bay for many Years, fee
¥ol. I. P. 478. He was a cunning Man, and fome fay,
^notorious Timeferver.
Lord Bellomont was appointed Governor 1697
m n,s
to
his
of
Government
New
late
Paffage
York, the
very
of
to
Strefs
Weather
was
bear
obliged
away to
Ship by
did
not
arrive
in
York
till
and
New
Barbadoes,
May 1698.
He was at the fame Time Governor of New York, Maf
fachufetts-Bqy and New-Hampfhire : He did not proceed
to Bofton till June 1699, and after obtaining a generous
Allowance of £. 1000 and a Gratuity of £. 500 from the
Affembly, he returned to New-York. In New-York he
and the
was allowed £. 1500 Currency yearly Sallary,
Lieut. Gcvernor Capt. Nanfon was allowed £. £00 ; Lord
Lord
Bellomont died in New York, February 1 700, 1
»

.

,,i

Of

New- York.'

249

Lord Cornbury, Son to the Earl of Clarendon, fucceeded,
he arrived in New-York 1701 : Upon the Proprietors of
the JerJies refigning the Government into the Hands of
Queen Anne, he was likewife 1 702 appointed Governor
of the Jerfies. Earl of Clarendon, formerly Lord Cornbury
went home by way of Virginia, and was fucceeded by
Lord Lovelace ; he arrived November 13, 1708, and
died in May 1709.

April. Col. Ingolfby, Capt. of one of the Inde
pendent Companies, by a Letter from the Queen to the
Council of New-York, was difmiffed from being Lieut.
Governor of New-York and Jerfies.
1 7 10, June 14, Arrives Col. Robert Hunter with 2700
1

7 10,

Palatines to fettle in the Province of New York ; thefe
Palatines were allowed only 10 Acres of Land to one
Family, therefore they generally removed to Penfylvania,
where they had better Encouragement.
1707, Col.
Hunter had been appointed Lieut. Governor of Virginia^
but was taken by the French in his Voyage thither. From
New-York he went for England 1719. + Upon K. George
II. Acceflion, he was continued Governor of New-York
and the Jerfies. Upon Account of his health, heobtained
the Government of Jamaica, he arrived in Jamaica, Fe
bruary 1727,8 -, by this Advice of his Phyficians he cer
tainly obtain'd a Reprieve of his Life for fome Years.
Col. Hunter was fucceeded in the Government of NewYork by William Burnet Efq; a worthy Son of the celebra
ted Bifhop Burnet ; || he arrived in Autumn 1721.
Upon the Acceflion of K. George II. Col. Montgomery,
a Favourite, was
appointed Governor of New-York, and
Mr. Burnet was removed to the Government of Maffa
chufetts-Bay commonly called New-England, where he
died Sept. 7, 1729. Governor Montgomery arrived in NewYork, April 28, 1728, and died there July 1, 1731.
f His Wife, Lady Hay died Auguft 1716.

-J| See Vol: I. P. 480.
Vol. II.
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In January 1731,2, Col. Cofby was appointed. Go ver
nor of New York and the Jerfies : after a few Years he
died in New York.
Auguft 17 36, George Clarke, Efq; Lieut. Governor of
New York fucceeded in the Adminiftration, and conti
nued fome Years.
*
George Clinton Efq; Uncle to the Earl of Lincoln,
was appointed Governor of New York in May 1741, he
did not arrive in his Government until September 21,
1743 ; he continues Governor at this prefent Writing,

July

1751.

Concerning

the

Legiflature

and Laws

of

New- York.

It is a Fundamental in the Britifh Conftitution both at
home and abroad, in all the Plantations, to make no Laws,
nor to raife any Money without the Confent of the People.
The Legiflature of the Colony of New. York confifti
of three Negatives.
1. The Governor or Commander in Chief for the
Time being.
2. The Council ; their Compliment is twelve in Num
ber, appointed by the King •, when by Death or other
Circumftances they fall fhort of a certain Number, the
Governor may pro tempore fill them up to that Number.
3. The 27 Reprefentatives of the People elected by
themfelves ; they are all County Reprefentatives, ex
cepting the Reprefentatives of four Towns, and of three
For the County of
great Manners, viz.
New-York County and City 4
Richmond 2

Kings'

y

Albany City
Weft-Chefter Borough
Scheneclady Town

2

2

Mannor of

1

2

Livingfton

1

Courtland

1

2

gueenf

2

Suffolk
W-Chefter
Orange

2

Vlfter
Albany
**TheHoa,

2

Ranflaer

1
1

2

George Cliaten Ef<|; is

at

prefent Admiral

of the White.

In

Of New-York:
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In each of our Colonies there are fome fundamental
Conftitutions which may be reckoned as invariable, i.
In the Charter Governments, their Charters are their Di
rection. 2 In the Proprietary Governments of
Maryland,
Jerfies, f and Penfylvania, there are the Proprietors ori-'
ginal Conceflions to the People, not to be varied, but
under certain Reftrictions ; for Inftance, in
Penfylvania%
no Article in the Law of Mr. Penn's Conceflions can be
altered without the Confent of fix in feven of the Af
fembly Men or Reprefentatives. 3. In the Royal or
Crown Governments, the Governor's Commiflion with'
the Inftructions, are the Magna Charta of the
Colony dur
ing that Commiflion ; moreover, fome of the AfTemblies
in King's Government at their firft Congrefs or Forma
tion, make fundamental Laws for themfelves ; I fhall for
Inftance, adduce that of New-York. Amongft our Colo
nies we have very confiderable Variations in their Con
ftitutions. In Penfylvania there are
only two Negatives
in the Legiflature, the Council
having no Negative. In
Vrginta no Bill can originate with the Council. In fome
Colonies the Governor and Council are the
fupreme Court
of Judicature ; in others
are
no
Court of Ju
they
dicature.
The New York printed Law-Book
begins April 1691
with a Magna Charta or fundemental Conftitution, viz.
That the Kings of England only, are invefted with the
Right to rule this Colony ; and that none can exercife any
Authority over this Province, but by his immediate Au
thority under his broad Seal of the Realm of England.
That the fupreme Legiflative Power and
Authority (under
the King) fhall be in the Governor, Council, and
Repre
fentatives of the People in General Aflembly ; theExercife
and Adminiftration of the Government fhall be in the
Governor and Council* with the Confent of at leaft five
of the Council ; to govern
according to the Laws of the
.

t Jerfies

they

ever fince 1702 is become
ftill pbferve the Conceflions of the

of Conceflions.

King's Government, but
Proprietors called their Law

a

Province,
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of them, by the Laws, of England.
Abfence of a Governor, the firft
That every
in Nominations of the Council to prefide.
Year there be held an Affembly, and every Freeholder
of 4ofper Ann, and Freeman of a Corporation fhall have
a Vote in
chufing Reprefentatives ; here the Reprefenta
tives are enumerated, and as many more as his Majefty
fhall think fit to eftablifh.
That the Reprefentatives
durii -g their Seffions, may adjourn themfelves and purge
their own Houfe ; no Member going, coming, and dur
ing the Seffions, to be arrefted or fued, except for Felony
and Treafon.
Their Laws to continue in Force till difallowed by his Majefty, or till they expire. That every
Man fhall be judged by his Peers, and all Tryals fhall
be by the Verdict of 1 2 Men of the Neighbourhood ;
that in all Capital and other Criminal Cafes there be a
Grand Inqueft to prefent the Offender, and afterwards 1 2
Men to try the Offender : That in all Cafes Bail by fuffi
cient Sureties be allowed, unlefs in Cafe of Treafon, and
of fuch Felonies as are reftrained from Bail by the Laws
of England. That no Tax or Impofition be laid but by
the General Affembly. That no Freeman, Tavernkeepers excepted, be compelled to entertain any Soldier
or Mariner, unlefs in
Times of actual War with the
Province.
That all Lands in this Province be accounted
as Freehold and Inheritance in free and common
Soccage,
according to the Tenure of Eaft Greenwich in England.
That all Wills attefted by three or more Witneffes, and
regiftred with the Office of the County in a fet Time,
be a fufficient Conveyance for Lands, &c. That any Chri
ftian Religion not difturbing the Peace of the Province,
he freely allowed of, the Roman Catholick excepted, f
The enacting Stile is, By the Governor, Council, and General
Affembly of /he Province of New-York.
A Summary cannot enumerate many of their

Province, or in defect
Upon the Death or

—

municipal

f In Penfyhania
prietors Conceflions,
Catholicks

are

.

not

and
and

Maryland, by the Royal Patents, by the Pro
by the fubfequent Provincial Laws, Roman

excepted..
Laws.

\
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Laws. The Juftices of eachCounty fhall yearly fummon all
the Freeholders hi January to chufe two Church Wardens
and 1 o Veftry Men to aifcfs, and the Minifter to be called,
chofen and appointed by the Wardens and Veftry. Elec
tions for Reprefentatives to be in the Sheriff's Court of
the County or City, Qualification for a Voter 40 / at
leaft Freehold per Annum improved Land, no Perfon to
be chofen but who refides in the Places. An. 1700 there
was an Act to
prevent all vexatious Suits or Actions
at the happy Revolution in
thofe
who
againft
England,
did here begin fuch another Revolution ; they appointed
Capt. Jacob Leyfler their Commander in chief till his
Majefty K. William's Pleafure fhould be known ; and
did feize the Perfons and Goods of feveral difaffected
People. In each County or Town, at the Seflions of
the Peace, the Juftices of the Peace, or at leaft five of
them, whereof two of the Quorum, fhall appoint the
Rate for their County, as alfo a Treafurer and Collector.
All Men from 16 to 60 JEt. to be lifted in fome Com
pany of Militia •, each Foot Man to have a Cartouch Box
and fix Charges, the Horfe 12 Charges ; at their Ha
bitation to keep one Pound Powder, three Pound Bullets
each Foot -, and two Pound Powder, and fix Pound Bullets

each Horfe.
In the Province of New-York, to obtain a good Title to
Lands, firft there muft be produced an Indian
Deed, which muft be approved of by the Governor and
Council ; by Warrant it is furveyed by the Provincial
Surveyor, and patented by the Governor and Council :
vacant

The Fees are very high.
The Quit-Rents for Lands

lately taken up
Acres.

are

2

/

Two thirds of

Proclamation Money per
the Government pay fmall or no Quit-Rents, efpeciaily.
for old Grants, the larger Grants on Hudfori* River called
Mannors 5 their Quit-Rents are only a Pepper Corn,BuckIkin or the like, when demanded.
The Valuations of the feveral Counties maybe taken
100

;

k

-

"-'

from
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From the Quotas allowed each of them, in Proportion to
their refpective Taxes, when Paper Money was emitted
upon Loan ; for Inftance 1738, they emitted £. 40,000
Currency upon Loan, whereof
New-York City and County c 10,000
Albany City and County
5,000

Queens County
Kings County
Suffolk County
Richmond County
Ulfter County
Orange County
Dut chefs County
Weft-Chefter

6,000
2,400

3,000

r,6oo
4,000
2,000
2,000
4,000

£■ 40,000
As to their Paper Currencies they are referred with
other Things of that Nature to the Appendix. At pre
fent I fhall only obferve, that towards the Charge of an
intended Expedition againft Canada 1709, they emitted
£4 13,000 publick Bills of Credit at 8 /Currency per
oz. Silver,
bearing Intereft •, in the after Emiffions, no
Intereft was allowed, the Contrivers of this fraudulent
Paper Money Currency, perceived that a reafonable In
tereft would prevent its Depreciation and obftruct the
Advantages which they propofed from its Depreciation. ||
They plaufibly and fallacioufly alledged, that the allow
ing of Intereft, occafioned their being hoarded up as
common Bonds bearing Intereft, and did not ferve as a
^—.»—^—

1

n

111

ii

■-.-

This was the Cafe in the enormous multiplied Emiffions of Paper
Credit or Money, as it was called, in a neighbouring Province ; as the
Governor happened himfelf to be of the Debtor fide of the Queftion,

||

and for valuable

Confiderations, as it is faid, inftead of borrowing the
Money already emitted, from the Merchants at a reafonable Intereft
which they generoufly offered, and which, would have prevented fur
ther depreciating Emiffions ; he chore rather, though witR the Confequence of involving the Country in Confufion and Ruin, in Favour of
rhe Land Bank (an afTumed Name) and other fraudulent Debtors-, to
depreciate the Debts b/ vaft multiplied Emiffions bearing no Interft.
common

0/ New-York.
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Currency. In anfwer to this, the Anti-depreciators may obferve, i. thatany confiderate
good Man will
allow, that Money not payable or cancellable till after
fome Years, if only upon Note
bearing no Intereft, is
not fo valuable as the fame Sum of
Money upon Bond
bearing Intereft, payable after the fame Number of Years;
that is, thefe Bills upon Note only, in the Nature of
Things muft admit a Depreciation or Difcount, and ftill
a greater Difcount if thefe Notes ftretch too much their
Credit : This is the genuine mercantile Nature of our
depreciating Plantation Paper Currency. 2. In the begin
ning they were not emitted as a Tender in Law, or com
mon Currency ; but as Government Bonds or Debentures
bearing Intereft as are the transferable Stocks of publick
Debts in Great- Britain, which by Reafon of the Intereft
allowed, do increafe to a valuable Premium upon a transfer,
and can not depreciate as the Plantation publick Notes
of Credit have done.
As the Plantations are at a vaft diftance from Parlia
mentary Enquiry, fome of our Colonies have from Time
to Time been loaded with amufing feint
Expeditions, the
original and continuing Caufes of the Plantation frau
dulent Paper Credit called Paper Currency ; the frau
dulent Debtors finding their Advantage in Depreciations,
contrived fundry Methods of further Paper Credit Emif
fions : thus in Maffachufetts-Bay in the Courfe of fome
Years in the Adminiftration of Governor Shone
,
was
to
the
value
of
one
Sterl
Shilling
depreciated
Penny
ing. New- York did reftrain itfelf from running much
into a multiplied depreciating Paper Currency, fo
that their Exchange with London never did exceed £. 190
New- York Currency for £. 100 Sterl. N. B. When I
any where mention Exchange, I mean private punctual
Bills of Exchange ; Government Bills admit of a dilatory
Payment, and are bought cheaper •, for Inftance, upon
the Cuba or Spanifh Weft-India Expedition, Government
Bills were fold in New-York and Eaft-Jerfey at 140 to
150 5 in Weft-Jerfey and Penfylvania at 130 to 135 ;
when
common
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at

Bills were fold
other Places.

private punctual
at

180 in the

The Militia of the Province of New-York, are nearly
of Newupon the fame Regulation with the Militia
there
four
befides
are
regular independent
England \
Companies of FuJiliers, 100 private Men to a Company ;
their Pay, Cioathing, and Accoutrements from GreatBritain amount yearly to upwards of £. 7,800 Sterl.
they are under the immediate Direction of the Comman
der in Chief for the Time, and are a confiderable Perquifite : they are principally ftationed at the City of NewYork, Albany, and Ofwego ; New-York was fo called from
the Duke of York's Englifh Title, and Albany (formerly
Orange Fort, by the Dutch) by his Scot's Title ; the Bat
tery at New York is called Fort George.
Befides the 5 or 6 Nations of Iroquois or Mohawk In
dians, there are feveral fmall Parcels of Indians, upon the
upper Parts of Hudfon's River, called River Indians or
Mohegins, this was the Indian Name of the great River,
now called Hudfon*s River.
At fundry Times in the City of New York there have
been Negro Confpiracies, more than in the other Colo
nies ; this I can not account for •, April 17 12, a Negro
Confpiracy kills many white Men, and fets the Town
on Fire.
Courts of

Judicature are much the fame as in NewJudges of the Superior or Supreme
England, f
are
Court
appointed by the King in Council, and fome
times pro tempore by the Governor ; they are called firft,
fecond, &c. Judges : the firft Judge is called chief Juf
tice, and feems to have a confiderable Authority or In
fluence above the other Judges : The prefent chief Juf
tice is James Delancy Efq-, of a regular liberal Education,
The

f This Summary if not checkt, is like to become too balky, there
fore I fhall avoid Repetition of Things which bear a Semblance to

Things already faid.

and
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appointed by Governor Cofby

1733m Place of Lewis Morris

Efq;

who fucceeded

an

Lawyer Roger Mompeffon Efqi chief Juffice of
New-York and the Jerfies, who furrendred that
of, the
Jerfies iyog.
eminent

~*

Court of Chancery, a Court not known in
the Governor is Chancellor.
In many of
our Colonies it renders the Courts below of
lefs Autho
rity ; as it is very chargeable and may be arbitrary, the
Chancellor ought to be a diftinct Perfon from the Gover
nor (as are the Ihtendants of the French
Colonies; and upon
Mifde/neanor, liable to the Governor's Infpeaion by
Sufpenfion, or the like.
The General Affembly is no Court of
Judicature, but
they examine into the erroneous Proceedings of the
Courts of Judicature, and grant
Rehearings.
Here is

a

New-England,

'

Concerning New- York Produce, MamfaBures,, Trade,
and Navigation.

Wheat and Flower are the moft confiderable Articles
of their Produce and Manufactures -, fee their
exports of
Provifions, in the Claufes of Cuftom-Houfe Entries and
Clearances.
Skins and Furs

formerly.

are a

good Article, but

not

fo

large as

The Article of Iron in
Pigs and Bars is a growing
Affair.
Schuyler's Copper Ore is from a Mine in Jerfies, but
exported from New-York, therefore it is mentioned in this
Section. In the beginning of its Difcovery it feemedto
be very rich : it appears that it was
formerly wrought
by the Dutch, becaufe in new working of it, were found
Hammers, Wedges &c. it fold in Briftol the Ore at £. 40
Sterl. per Tun.
The Cartage to Hudfon's River is
fhort, and their firft Agreement with the Miner, was
to allow him one third of the Ore for
raifing and laying
it above Ground ; it was done up in
quarter Barrels,
whereof fix made a Tun. The richnefs of this Copper
Vol. II.
K k
Mine
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Mine made fo much Noife in the World, that a few Years
'fince, to engrofs this Ore for the benefit of Great- Britain,
it was by Act of Parliament enumerated -, but lately it
has not been Wrought and Exported, as appears by the
quarterly Accounts of 'the Cuftom-Houfe of New-York ;
I can not account for this.
By a late Act of Parliament, Salt may be imported di
rectly from any Parts of Europe to New-York.
In Queen Anne's Reign ther« were three Government
Packet Boats, which alternately failed Monthly between
England and New -York, to tarry 14 Days at New-York,
for the Plantations or Colonies Benefit of Trade, and for
Government Difpatches •, thefe have been laid afide many
Years.
Governor Burnet (his Head was well turned) obtain'd
an Act of
Affembly 1727, afterwards confirmed by the
in
Council, prohibiting all Trade with Canada,
King
that the French might not be fupplied with Goods (in
one Year
900 Pieces of Strouds have been carried from
to
Albany Montreal) fuitable for promoting a French Civil
as well as
trading Intereft with the Indians, 2<x\o\ that the In
dians may be induced to go a Trading to Ofwego, 7
a late well
projected and well executed Englifh Mart
for Indian Trade •, Governor Burnet always and effectu
ally minded the Bufinefs of his Deftirsauon. The Indian
Trade is now in the Hands of many, before Governor
Burnet's Time it was engroffed by a few, and the Indi
ans are become more
dependent upon the Evglfo than
From
formerly.
Albany to Ofwego, is a much eafiex
than
from
Montreal 200 Miles up a rapid
Conveyance,
River
to
Frontenac
Fort
on Lake Ontario, called
ftony
alfo Ofwego.
In the Province of New-York there is one Collection
or Cuftom-Houfe Di£rict,
kept in the Port of New\

The

Communication between Albany and Oj-.'jsgtis
Time in relieving the Garrifon of 0/i>. go,
in one Birch Canoe, 45 Feet in Length, 7 Feet Breaccb,

Carriage

or

fo commodious, that
40

at a

People came
Ofwego to Sc'-./tt'lciily 185 Miles, carrying

Jrfcm

PJaces included.

York

3

Of New-York.
York
to
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Months Accounts from September 19, 1749
September 29, 1750, ftand thus,
Entred Inwards
Cleared Outwards
;

the

12

Ships

23

Snows

Ships

36

22

Snows

28

45

Brigantines 58

Brigantines
Sjloops
Scooners

•

13

r

1 r

232
included all

Sloops
Scooners

150
14

286

Veffels both on foreign Voyages,
and on coafting Voyages of the neighbouring Colonies ;
whereas in the Collections of New-England the foreign
Voyages are only to be underftood ; for Inftance, Bofton
Cuftom-Houfe from Chriftmas 1747 to Chriftmas 1748,
foreign Veffels Cleared out 540, Entred in 430 *, the
Fifhing and Coafting Veffels of the adjoining Colonies
of Maffachufetts-Bay, New-Hampfhire, Connetlicut, and
Rhode-Ifland, amounted to about as many, and are not
Here

are

included.
N. B. No Copper Ore was exported in thefe 12
Months.
Entred in from Great-Britain and Ireland 16 Veffels 5
Cleared out for Great- Britain and Ireland 11 Vc&els.
Cleared out for Holland 5 Veffels.
Cleared out 6,731 Tun Provifions, chiefly Flower ^
befides Grain eftimated or fhipt by Number of Bufhels,
and not by Tuns.
Imported about 800 Pipes Madera Wines, whereof
re
exported 226 Pipes. The Madera Wines fhipt to
New-York are reckoned better than what are fhipt to any
other of our Colonies, therefore fome are re-fhipt to thfi
other Colonies.

Cleared out, Tar 2008 Barrels, Pitch 156, Turpentine
20, whicn were Imported to New-York from theCarolinas.
The Colbny of New-York does not produce Naval Stores
fufficient for their own Ufe.

Mountain^
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Mifcellanies.

The moft confiderable high Lands are the Catkill
Mountains Weft from Hudfon's River, and about 90
What I mentioned Vol. I. P.
Miles N. from New York.
of
Annotation, concerning the Runs
454, 455, by way.
of Water from the Catkill Mountains, en paffent ; now
in its proper Place requires to be corrected, and ought
On the Eaft and South
as follows.
to be underftood
Eaft Sides of Catkill Mountains, feveral Streams run, and
fall into Hudfon's River below Albany •, on their N. W.
Side proceeds Schorie River^ and falls into Mohawks Ri
ver, a Branch of Hudfon's River, at Fort Hunter about 30
Miles above Albany, and this Schorie River in its Courfe
comes within three or four Miles of the main Branch of
Delaware River •, from the S. W. Side flows a confiderable
.Branch of Delaware River.
Conajoharie River falls
into the Mohawks River about ioMiles above FortHunter,
and comes very near to a Branch of Safquahanna River,this
Branch of Safquahanna is fo large that at 18 Miles from
the Mohawks River, the Indians go down in Canoes to all
the Indian Settlements upon Safquahanna River. From
this Situation of thefe Rivers, no Runs of Water from
the Catkill Mountains can fall into Lake Ontario, into
River Ohio, or into the Safquahanna River.
Excepting Long-Ifland and Staten Ifland,the main Land
Sea Line, from Byram River to New York Ifland, is very
Ihort.
The only confiderable River in this Province is Hudfon's
River, from the Elbow where is the great carrying Place
to Wood Creek towards Canada, to Sandyhook at its Mouth,
are near 200 Miles •, the Tide Way reaches upwards of
150 Miles to Cohoes at the Mouth of Mohawks River,
about 6 or 7 Miles above Albany Church, its Courfe is
about S. 12 d. W •, the Tides, that is the Floods and
Ebbs are about 1 2 Hours later at Albany than at NewYork -, a little above the high Lands at about 50 Miles
above the City of New-York the Water of the River be
comes

,

frefh
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about 100 Miles comes on the W. Side
Efopus or Soapers River •, the S. Line of the Province of
Maffachufetts-Bay continued 20 Miles, ftrikes Hudfon's
River, a little below the Mouth of Efopus River, this
Efopus River is noted for the Manufactures of Iron Pigs
and Bars, Flower, Malt Liquor, &c. a little further on
the E. Side of the great River, is the Camp or Palatine
Town in the Mannor of Living/Ion about 40 Miles be
low Albany -, at 125 Miles on the E. Side falls in Kinderhock River after receiving Claverhock River ; the great
Ranflaers Mannor or Ranflaer Wyk reaches along the great
River and 20 Miles each Side of theRiver from Kinderhock
Mannor to Mohawks River ; in this Mannor is the City
of Albany and many peculiar Tracts of Land ; at 150
Miles as the River runs is the City of Albany ; at 157
Miles on the W. Side is Cohoes or the Mouth of Mohawks
River ; at 162 Miles is Houfuck Rivers Mouth, where
lives a fmall Tribe of Indians called Scatacooks, this Houfuck
River is on the E. Side of the great River, and comes
from the North Weft Parts of Maffachufetts, and the S.
W. Parts of New Hampfhire •, the North Line of Maffathufetts-Bay Province continued 20 Miles falls in with
Hudfon's River a little below Cohoes -, at 200 Miles from
New-York is the Elbow or Flexure of this great River at
the great Falls. From thefe great Falls the Route to
Montreal in Canada is 12 to 15 Miles Land Carriage to
Wood Creek, then along the Verdronken drowned or over
flowed Lands to Crown Point a French Fort and Pafs near
Lake Champlain, then along this Lake to Chamblais River
and a little above Chamblais, || another French Fort and
Pafs upon Chamblais River, crofs la Prairie to Montreal :

comes

; at

.

[| As we formerly hinted from Fort Chamblais down the River of
that Name are 17 Leagues to Fort Sorel upon the great River of Ca
nada ; this Fort Sorel is 15 Leagues below Montreal and 35 Leagues
above Quebec the Capital of Canada, the ordinary Refidence of the
French Governor General of Canada. Quebec .from the accurate Obfer
vations of its Hayes, is 70 d. W. from London. Bolion, the ;>le:ropolis
of

30

Britifh America, by the good Obfervations of Mr. Robie,
m.

is 71 d.

W. from Lomdon.

There
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There is another Rout up Hudfon's River above the
Elbow Falls, to a carrying Place to Lake Sacrament, and
thence to the South End of Lake Champlain.
The City of New-York from Governor Burnet's Ob
fervations, lies in 40 d. 40 m. N. Lat. 4 h. 58 m. W.
Long, from London, here the Variation 1723 was 7 d. 20
m. W. decreafing.
Upon the Acceflion of a new Governor, the General
Aflembly of New-York generally fettle the Salaries and
other ordinary Articles for fupport of the Government,
for five or more Years.
For their Sectaries in Religion, fee the Rhode-Ifland
Section Vol. II. P. 156.
As I find that the defigned Appendix or Supplement,
may prove out of Proportion too large, with refpect to
the principal Hiftory, I fhall in each fubfequent Section
annex by
way of Mifcellanies fome Matters which might
Thefe Mifcella
have been referred to the Appendix.
nies are of the Nature of Digreflions, and like change of
Diet, may relieve a palled Stomach or Appetite in

Reading.
Good Iron is diftinguifhed by its Ringing amongft other
The beft Iron Bars break fibrous and bearded, if
Bars.
break
they
glaffy and fhining, the Iron is brittle, and
not

good.

The Inconveniencies of fmall Governments or Provin
ces, fuch as is that of New-Hampfhire in New-England, is
that perhaps they are below the Notice of the Miniftry
and Boards in Great-Britain •, their Governors and other
Officers are of little Confideratior:, have little or nothing
to loofe, and therefore a'df, iinpune.
The Plantation Legiflatures are fo far circumfcribed,
that they can make no Laws inconfiftent with the Laws
of Great- Britain.
If the French be allowed to become Mafters of the Ri
ver of St. Laurence, of the great inhnd Lakes, and of
the great River Miffiffippi \ they are in Confequence Maf
ters of all the inland Trade of North- America -, an incre
The
dible Prejudge to the BritifhNuion.
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The back of Long-Ifland was the firft Pkce of the
Englifh Whale Fifhery, fmall Whales affed Flats •, and
at this Time Whalers make Voyages
upon the Fiats of
Carolinas.
and
Virginia
It is faid that the common Laws of England extend
to the Plantations ; that the Statute Laws made fince the
Plantations had a being, do not include them unlefs they
are particularly mentioned in the Acts of Parliament.
In all our Colony Affemblies of Reprefentatives, there
ought to be a limited fmall Quorum of Members to meet,
adjourn, and to fend for abfent Members, and a much
larger Quorum to proceed upon Bufinefs : This Regula
tion may alfo take Place withRelation to the Judges
of the feveral Executive Courts in Law.
To obviate any Prejudices which a Reader may enter
tain againft this Hiftorical Summary, compofed with
much Labour, meerly for a publick good ; the Writer
thinks it convenient at Times to explain himf:!f in ge
1. He has endeavoured a Laconick Stile, which
neral.
by many is reckoned harfh, and not fluent or fonorous ;
the good Judges, the Mathematicians and Merchants j!.:
it as the ftrongeft, the moft Concife and Exp -.flive.
2. The Writer is of no Party, and
fubjccted to no Denor
neither
is
he
Tory, a temporary
Whig
pendance ;
:
A
is
for rendring that
courtier
Anti
nor
Courtier
Tory
,

.

Branch of the prefent Legi.hturr called King or Monarch,
Sole and Independent, with a Pcffive Obedience and Nonrejiftance ; a Republican is for lowe.irg or annihilating the
Prerogatives of a King, apd for an .unlimited Extenfion
of the Privileges of the People in their Reprefentatives ;
but a genuine Whig is for maintaining a Ballance of Power
Orders or Negatives of the Legiflaan- -."git the feveral
.re ; I profefs myfelfof this Politia, as it is no Faction,
all the others are Factious.
3. Religion, as it was in all
all
Countries
in
and
defigned for the Benefit
Times,
of Society •, it naturally is fubordinate to the Civil Go
vernment ; and a Refidenr, whether Native or Adventi
tious, oughc occafionally to conform to the eiV.bli fned
Manner..
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by the Laws of

the

Country,

that Form of Worfhip
rafhly
though
which was parental or educational, which generally tends
to Libertinifm and -Licentioufnefs in Religion ; 4. As
in my Courfe of the Colonies I continue to increafe my
diftances, it is not to be expected that I can be fo par
ticular and copious, but fhall endeavour ftrictly to inveftigate the Truth, though the further from my Place of
Refidence my View becomes more contracted and lefs
diftinct.
In the Britifh Plantations or Colonies all Grants of
Lands made by the Governor and Council, are declared
to be good in Law, againft his Majefty and Succeflbrs;
As the King and his Miniftry in Great-Britain, though
not

to renounce

do not chufe the Parliament, yet have a very great
Influence in the Choice ; fo it is with refpect to the Go
vernors and Aflembly Men in our Colonies.
The Reprefentatives from the feveral Counties and
Townfhips are not their peculiar or feparate Agents,
but their Quota in the Provincial Reprefentation, hence
it is that they are not under the Cognizance of their
County or Town, but under that of the General Af

they

fembly.
The North-America Trade confifts in Fifh, naval Stores,
other Timber and Lumber, Skins, Furs, Tobacco, and
Rice ; I do not mention Copper Ore though enumerated,
becaufe at prefent it is not Wrought or Exported.
The publick Taxes in our Provinces, are the Province
and County Rates ; and the Townfhip or Parochial
Rates for the Minifters of the Gofpel,called Paftors, Priefts,
Rectors, and other Denominations, as alfo for the School,
Poor, High Ways, and fundry other fmall Articles.
By Act of Parliament 173 1, there may be imported
from the Britifh Plantations into Ireland in Britifh Ship
ping, all forte of Plantation Goods excepting thefe Goods
commonly called enumerated Commodities, viz. Sugar,
Tobacco, Cotton Wool, Indigo, Ginger, fpeck|e Wood
or

Jamaica Wood, Fuftick

or

other

dyjng Woods,
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Rice, Moloffes, Bever-fkins and other Furs, Copper Ore,
Pitch, Tar, Turpentine, Mafts, Yards, and Sovvfprits.
The Sugar Act (as it is called; of Parliament 1
y^ 3,and
fince continued, is concerning
foreign Plantation Pro
duce or Manufacture, imported into the
Britifh Planta
tions, viz. Rum, Duty yd. Sterl. per /Gallon, Moloffes or
Syrups 6d. Sugars and Paneeles 5 / per Ct. Wt.
In North-America, Hunting, Fifhing and
Fowling, with
fundry Berries and Earth Nuts are the principal Food or
Subfiftance of the Indians •, the more civilized, cultivate
Indian Corn and Kidney Beans called Indian Beans. The
Bread Grain in Europe, is generally Wheat,
Rye, Oats,
and Barley for Baking and Malting.
*
The Wool in our Northern Plantations is of as
good
a Staple, but coarfer than the
Englifh Wool -, the further
South in our Colonies, the Wool becomes coarfer, even
to a lana Caprina as in our Sugar Iflands ; therefore the
Plantations are not capable of riveling
England in fine
Woolens.
In our NorthernColonies after the middle of Sept. fcarce
any Species of Spontaneous Plants make a feafonable

Ap

Botanick Simpling is then over.
In our new Wildernefs Colonies, the Timber and other
Forreft Wood of the firft clearing is generally doted, be
caufe ancient or old, the following Growths are good and
found.
In the Price of Grain and other Provifions there is a fort

pearance

•,

confequently

*
There are certain Ports only, allowed in Great Butain and
Ireland for the Exportation and Importation of Wool and Woolens.
No Cloths, excepting of the Manufacture of Great Britain can be
imported into any of his Majefty's Dominions.
The Woolens from Great Britain exported annually are
computed
at about three Millions
Sterling ;' but being free of Duty, they for
fome felfifh Ends are not entred exaclly, therefore the value can not
be accurately afcertained.
The Woolens of Great- Britain are above one third of the univerAt a Medium, Wool Manufactured, is double the Value
fal Export.
of the Wool it felf, and deducting all
Charges, one third of the neat
Profit goes to the Landlord.

Vol, II.
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of natural Standard, whereby the Hufband Man may have
a
living Profit, and the Labourers in Manufacture, &c.
may not have Provifions fo cheap, that the Earnipgs of
a few
Days Work will afford fome Days of Idlenefs ; in
this refpect our Produce and Manufactures have fome
kind of a natural depehdance.

sect:

Of New-Jersey?
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SECTION

Concerning
New- Jerfey

XIII.

the Province
or

of

Nova-Caefarea.

have in the Section of New-York * given fome
general Account of the firft Settlement of NewNetherlands or Nova-Belgia which comprehended

WE

the prefent
Counties of

New-York, New-Jerfey,

and the three lower
Delaware
River.
Penfylvania upon
a
formed
the
of
Court
by
Upon Defign
England 10 re
duce New- Netherlands f, K. Charles II. made a previous
Grant of the Property and Government of the fame to
his Brother the Duke of York, March 12, 1663,4 ; it was
not reduced by fettled Articles until September 1664, and
confirmed to England by the Treaty of Breda, 1667.
The Duke of York by Commiflion April 2, 1664, ap
pointed Richard Nichols Efq; Deputy Governor of all
New- Netherlands, but did not enter upon his Government
until Auguft 27, 1664, which was Pofterior to the Duke
of York's Afiignment June 24, 1664, of the Property and
Government of New-Jerfey to Lord Berkley and Sir
George Cartaret.
TheDuke of York, June 24, 1 664, made a joint Grant
of that part of New -Netherlands (now called New-Jerfey) (j
*"

P. 220, &c.

at that Time Dutch Governor of New- Netherlands,
his Commiflion from the States General was dated July 26, 1646.
|| This Grant was called Ntvj- Jerfey, from the Name of the Ifland
of Jerfey in the Channel of England, the Country of Sir George Cartaret
one of the two firft Affignces, it is fometimes called NovaCafarta.

f Stuyvefand was

to
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Berkley of Straiten, and Sir George Cartaret ; they
appointed Philip Cartaret Efq-, their Lt. Governor, he en
tred upon hisGovemment m Aug. i665,where he remain
ed only fix Months, and returned to England, and back
again to his Government of the Jerfies. This Grant of
the Duke of York's, was from the Noorde Rivier, now cal
led Hudfon's River, to the Zuyde Rivier, now called De
laware River ; and up Hudfon's River to
41. d. N.
to

Lord

Lat. and up Delaware River to 41 d. 40 m •, and from
thefe two Stations headed by a ftrait Line acrofs.
By the Intrigues of France, England was perfuaded to
proclaim War againft the Dutch, March 17, 1671,2, and
a Dutch
reconquered New -Netherlands from
the Englifh July 30, 1673, Col. Lovelace was at that
Time Governor ; by the Treaty of London,
February 19
1*673,4, New Netherlands was reftored by the Dutch to
the Crown of England, and Sir Edmond Andros
appointed
Governor.
As New Netherlands had been
conquered, that is alien
ated from England, fince the Crown of
England's former
Grant to the Duke of York -, to obviate any difficulties in
the validity of that Grant, K. Charles II, made a newGrant
of Property and Government to his Brother the Duke of
York, June 29, 1674, which was publifhed November 6
following. No Act of Government in the Jerfies is to
be found upon Record from July
19, 1673 to November

Expedition

1674.
Duke of York by Leafe and Releafe,
July 28 and 29,
1674, conveyed to Sir George Cartaret the Eaftern Divifion of New Jerfies, divided from the Weftern Divifion
of the Jerfies by a ftrait Line from the S. E. Point of
Little Egg Harbour on Barnegate Creek,
being about
middle between Sandy Hook and Cape May to a Kill or
Creek a little below Rencokus Kill on Delaware River
and thence (about o>S Miles) ftrait Courfe
along Delaware
River up to 41 d. 40 m. N. Lat. the North divifional
Point or Station of the divifional Line between New-York
and the Jerfies. N. B. The firft Effort of the Rioters

for
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up Indian Purchafes againft the Title of the
1672, to evade paying Quit Rents which
commenced March 25, 1670 •, they threw off the Govern
ment of the Proprietors, and the
People chofe a Governor
for themfelves ; Governor Cartaret and
hisSecretary went
for England to complain, but the Dutch
Conqueft hap
pening foon after, Governor Cartaret did not return till
November 1674 with new Conceffions,
being the third
Parcel of Conceflions, and from that Time all remained
quiet, and the Rules of Property were well obferved
until Sir Edmond Andros, broke
through all thefe Rules ;
he ufurped the Government of all New
Jerfey 1680, and
carried Governor Cartaret Prifoner from Elizabeth Town
to New York ; upon
Complaints to the Duke of York,
he with Refentment recalled Sir Edmond Andros, and the
Property and Government of the Jerfey Proprietors was
re-cftablifhed 1683, and continued till fome Months be
fore the Revolution 1688, when K. James broke through
the Rules of Property and alfo feized the Government of
New Jerfey and of the neighbouring Provinces, and
put
them under the Command of Sir Edmond Andros :
Upon
the Revolution the Proprietors re-affumed the
Right of
Government. +
Upon the Revolution the Proprietors appointed John
Totham Efq; their Lieutenant Governor, and afterwards
Col. Dudley, * but the People fcrupled to obey them,
and the Proprietors appointed Col. Andrew Hamilton,
who continued Governor fome Years ; but by fome defigning Men the People received a Notion that Col.
Hamilton, as a Scots Man, could not be Governor of an
Englifh Colony ; they difmiffed him, and coffftituted Je
remiah Bafje Governor 1697, but as
Baffe had never been
of
the
the
by
approved
King,
Proprietors in a fhort

fetting

Crown

was

—

f For fake of Connexion I co:uinue this Thread, and ieave iome
intervening Matters to be afterwards related.
*
Col. Dudley was afterwards Deputy Governor of the
Ifieof Wight,
a Member,of Parliament of England, and Governor of the Provinces of
Maffachufetts-Bay and Neiv-Hamp/bire'va, Neiv England.

Time
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Time difmiffed him, and reinftated Col. Hamilton, buC
he never was confirmed by the Crown, and Col. Hamil
ton was
fuperfeded by Mr. Baffe a fecond Time, and Baffe
was finally
fuperfeded by Andrew Bowne Efq; the laft
Governor for the Proprietors.
The People of the Jerfies continued for fome Years fo
mutinus, that the Proprietors for their own Eafe, by
their Agents, Sir Thomas Lane, for WeftJerfey, and Mr.
William Dockwra for Eaft -Jerfey in the Name of the Pro
prietors, found it expedient by a proper Inftrument April
17, 1702, in concert, to furrender the Government to the

Crown, referving

to themfelves all their other
Rights,
and they jointly with the Crown formed fome fundamen
tal Articles by way of a Magna Charta. Lord
Cornbury,
Governor of New-York, was by Queen Anne conftituted
the firft Crown Governor of the united
Jerfies.

Lord Berkley, fome Years after his Grant from
Duke
of York 1664, afligned his Right to William
Penn, Efq;
Gawen Laurie of London, Merchant, Nicholas
Lucas, and
Edward Byllyng ; fhortly after this, thefe A
flignees agreed
upon a Partition with Sir George Cartaret; and Sir George
obtained of Duke of York,
July 1674 a Confirmation of
this Partition Grant,, as is above related
July 1,
1676, Sir George Cartaret gave to the Aflignees of Lord
Berkley* Quit-Claim of the Weft-Jerfies, as thefe Afi>nees gave to Sir
George a like Quit-Claim of the Eaft-Jerfies ; this Partition was confirmed by an Act of the
General Affembly of the Jerfies
1719.
Sir
George^ Cartaret made over the Eaft-Jerfies to certain
Truftees December c, 1678, to be fold
by them after his
Death.
After Sir George's Death, the Truftees
the

Eaft Jerfies

to

12

Proprietors, February

William Penn
Robert Weft
Thomas Rudyard
Samuel Groom
Thomas Hart

Richard Mew

afligned

2, 1681

2.

Thomas Wilcox

Ambrofe Riggs
John Hayward
Hugh Hart/horn
Clemens Plumfted
Thomas Cooper.

*

By
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By an Inftrument amongft themfelves, they declared that
the Purchafe was equal, and no Advantage fhould be
taken of Survivorfhip. Thefe firft Proprietors by 12 feparate Deeds, feparately conveyed one half of their Intereft
to 12 other Perfons feparately,
Robert Berkley
Gawen Laurie
Edward Byllyng
Thomas Barker
Robert Turner
Thomas Warner
James Brien
James Earl of Perth
Arent Soumans
Robert Gordon
William Gibfon
John Drummond
in Fee Simple. The Duke of York, March 14, 1682, by
Patent or Grant confirmed the Ea/t Jerfies to thefe 24
Proprietors in Property andGovernment ; and July iy fol
lowing the famous Robert Berkley f the Quaker, was
agreed upon, and under him pro tempore Mr. Laurie
Mr. Berkley continued Governor until
with a Council.
1685. He was fucceeded by Lord Neal Campbell of the
Argyl Family ; about *this Time came over, the Quaker fo
called, George Keith.
From the Duke of York's firft Grant of all the Jerfies
to Lord Berkley of Straiten, and to Sir George Cartaret
Knight and Baronet, Vice Chamberlain of his Majefty's
Houfhold, and one of his Majefty's moft honourable

Privy Council, jointly ; Philip Cartaret, Efq; was Gover,
nor of their joint Concern, that is for all the
Jerfies until
of
Elizabeth
the
when
Town,
People, efpeciaily
1672,
began to mutiny upon Account of the demand of QuitRents, which according to the Conceflions took Place
March 25, 1670. Thefe Mutineers affumed the GoT In K. Charles II. Reign there was a kind of Perfecution of the
in Religion, and Robert Berkley Head of all the Quakers
in Great-Britain, with his Family removed to the Jerfies j from this
and
Perfecution the Jerfies is fettled chiefly with Quakers,

Nonconformifls

Jnnabaptijls,

Prefbyterians.
*
George Keith was a noted Quaker, he came over to
taught School, and was Land Surveyor General ; he
Englana, and for his Conveniency, accepted of a Church

Benefice, and

wrote

againft

the

Quaker/.

the Jerfies,
returned to

of

England

vernment,
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vernment, and conftituted James Cartaret a diffolute Son
of Sir George Cartaret, their Governor ; and Governor
Philip Cartaret was obliged to go to the Court of En
gland with Complaints againft the Mutineers ; Col. Love
lace at this Time was Governor of New York ; the Dutch
Conqueft intervening, he did not return until 1674, when
upon a Peace the Dutch refigned to the Crown of En
gland the Country of New-Netherlands, and the Duke
of York had made a divifional or feparate Grant of EaftJerfies to Sir George Cartaret ; Governor Cartaret brought
over fome additional Conceflions, which were called
the
third Conceflions, as he had bought fome Shares in the
Elizabeth Town Indian Purchafe, the Elizabeth Town Men
gave him no uneafinefs, he rcfided in Elizabeth Town till
Death ; he made it the Seat of Government.
Robert
the
was
noted
the
firft
Governor
Quaker Writer,
Berkley
for the 24 Proprietors.
'Upon the Dutch Peace 1674, Sir Edmund Andros
was appointed Governor of the Jerfies, but
by Virtue of
the Duke of York's fecond or divifional Grant, Sir
George
Cartaret, appointed Philip Cartaret Efq; his Lieut. Go
vernor for the EaftJerfey, in which Station he continued
to the Time of his Death, November 1682 ; he received
fomelnfults from Sir Edmund Andros.
From 1674, Sir
Edmund Andros was Governor of the Weft Jerfies tor the
Duke of York, who had twifted the Government out of
the Hands of Lord Berkley's Aflignees, and upon
proper
Representations the Duke of Tork, quirted the Govern
ment of Weft-Jerfies to the
Aflignees of Lord Berkley,
and they appointed Edward Billing one of the Aflignees
or
Proprietors Governor 1680, having obtained a new
Grant of the Wejljerfey, at the fame Time the Duke

made a new Grantor Confirmation of Eaft -Jerfey to the
Grand Son of Sir George Cartaret
In the Weft Jerfies to
Mr. Billings 1690, fucceeded || Doctor Daniel Cox of the

|| The Affairs of this Colony have always been in a confufgd State,
which occafians an unavoidable Confufion in the Hiftory thereof.
.

College
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College of Phyficians in London, he having purchafed the
greateft Part of the Property of Weft-Jerfey, was Gover
nor thereof, but as his
profeflional Bufinefs did not al
low him to leave London, he appointed a Deputy Gover
nor, and at length fold his Intereft to Sir Thomas Lane
and others for £. 9,000 Sterl. a great Price at that
Time.
The original 24 Shares of Eaft- Jerfey by Sales of fmall
Parts of thefe Shares and Succeflion of Children, became
very much fubdivided ; for Inftance, fome Proprietors had
only one fortieth Part, of a forty eighth Part, of a twenty
fourth Share ; the Weft-Jerfey was in the fame Condition ;
this occafion ed much Confufion in Management amongft
thefe general Proprietors, particularly in appointing of
Governors ; therefore the Proprietors in good Prudence
refigned the Government to the' Crown, referving all
their other Rights as we formerly mentioned; the Pro
prietary Government continued until Auguft 14,1703,
when Lord Cornbury publifhed his Commiflion from the
Crown as Governor of all the Jerfies, thus the Eaft and
Weft-Jerfies which had been feparate Governments from
1674 to 1703, became united in one Government or
Jurifdiction, and continued under the fame Governor with
the Province of New-York, until 1736, when the Govern
ment of New-York devolved upon Lieut. GovemorClarke ;
as he had no Command in the Jerfies, the Government
of the Jerfies devolved upoa the Prefident of the Council,
and ever fince the Command in Chief, has been in a
diftinct Perfon from that of New-York.
Upon the Proprietors furrendring of the Govern
ment to the Crown, they obtained of the Crown, a fet of
perpetual Inftructions to all fubfequent Governors by way
of Conceflions or Magna Charta for the Proprietors and
People, particularly in favour of the Proprietors. 1.
Not to confent to any Tax upon unprofitable or vacant
2. None but the General
Lands.
Proprietors to purchafe
of the Indians.
Lands
any
3. To take Care that all

Lands purchafed, be
Vol. 11.

improved by
M

m

the Poffeffors.
After
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After the Dutch Peace, there was (upon ceafing of
Head Land Bounties,) 1685 a Council of Proprietors ap
pointed for the Eaft- Jerfies, they ordered a dividend of
10,000 Acres to be taken up at Pleafure, to each of the
24 Proprietorfhips of the Eaft Jerfies ; there was a fecond
Divifion of 5000 Acres to each of the 24
Proprietorfhips,
February 21, i6j8 ; and a Divifion of 2500 Acres Dec.
To enforce the Affair of a Council of
2, 1702.
Propri
there
etors,
paffed an Act of General Affembly March
2-5, 172 5* tnat a certain Number of the General Pro
prietors or their Proxies, having the value of eight whole
Shares in themfelves, fhall be a Council of the
Propri
etors of the Eaftern Divifion, to divide
Lands, examine
Claims, &c. and to have two ftated yearly Meetings at
Perth- Amboy about the Times of the Sittings of the fu
preme Court of Judicatures. 1 737, The Council of Pro
prietors advertized, that after 1739, there fhould be a
further Dividend of 2,000 Acres per Ann. to each of the
24 Proprietorfhips, until all vacant Lands fhall be di
vided.
In the firft Conceflions, February 10, 1664,5, tne Pro
prietors Berkley and Cartaret promife to all Adventurers
and Settlers who fhould plant there,fundry
Privileges, par
ticularly of Head-Lands for each Head of Settlers ; this
Promife was only defigned to be of four Years Continu
ance, but from Time to Time was extended to
January
13, 1685,6, and then ceafed ; the general Proprietors
then began to make Dividends amongft themfelves as
above. The Head Lands were to Settlers in
any Place
exceeding 10 Miles from the Sea, 80 Acres per Head,
and to thofe who fettle nearer, 60 Acres.
In the beginning, the general Lots were laid
out, none
lefs than 2 100 Acres, and none more than 2 1,000 Acres
;
whereof one feventh to be referved to the
general Propri
etors, the Remainder to Perfons who fhould come and
plant the fame.
In taking up of Lands either by
Purchafe, and Agree
ment with the general
or as
Proprietaries as at

prefent,

formerly
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Head-Lands, the Governor

and Ma

Council gave a Warrant to the
Surveyor
General or his Deputies, to
furvey and lay out the fame
next the Surveyor is to
certify the Survey, upon which
the Governor and Council make a Grant in the Form
fol
"
The Lords
lowing,
Proprietors of Nova Cafarea or
New-Jerfey, do hereby grant to A. B. of
in the Pro
vince aforefaid, a Plantation
Acres En
containing
glifh Meafures, to him or her, to his or her Heirs or
Affigns for ever ; yeilding and paying yearly unto the
faid Lord Proprietors their Heirs or
Afligns every 25th
Day of March according to the Englifh Account, one
half Penny lawful Money, of
England for every one of
faid Acres ; to be hqlden as of the Mannor of
Eaft- Green
wich in free and common
the firft
of
•

Quit-Rents

Soccage,
Payment
begin 'the 25th
Given under the
Province the
Day of -4 in the Year of
the
Governor and a Majority of
Signed by
to

Seal of the
Lord
the Council. N. B. One half Part of the Mines of Gold
and Silver are referved ; and if in three Years, the Condi
tions ftipulated are not fulfilled, the Grant to be void.
We may obferve, that there are three forts of
Propri
etors in the Jerfies.
1. The General
Proprietors. 2.
Purchafers under the General Proprietors.
3. Claimers
under Patents for Head-Lands from the General
—

our

etors on

—

Propri

Quit-Rent.
A

Digression,

Indian Deeds, and
the Plantations.

Concerning

Proprietors guit- Rents in

In
our Plantations the
Cafe of Perfons
holding
Lands by Indian Deeds only, without the
Approbation
of the Crown, or of the refpedtive Legiflatures who
may be
deemed to have the exclufive Prerogative of
granting
the Right of Pre-emption to
5 as alfo the Affair

of paying Quit-Rents

Subjects

to

the Crown

or to

general Pro
prietors.
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Grantees of the Crown, as a Matter of confide
rable Concern, feems to require a Digreffion Article : As
the Colony of New-Jerfies is the moft noted for thefe
*
Difputes, we fhall here give the incidents of Claims
by Indian Deeds only, in Elizabeth Townfhip.
In both Jerfies feveral Poffeflions and Claims of Land,
are founded
upon Indian Deeds only ; the Indian Eliza
beth Town Grant is the moft noted, and has been the
moft vexatious, formerly containing upwards of 400,000
Acres of the moft valuable Lands in New-Jerfey bounded
by Raritan River, Amboy Sound, Arthur Ca/-Bay, and
Paffaick River -, Daniel Pierce and Affociates purchafed
one half of thefe Lands for £. 80 Sterl. and laid out the
Townfhips of Woodbridge and Pifcataway, for which they
foon after obtain'd fufficient Patents from the rightful
Proprietors under the Crown, at one half Penny per Ann.
Quit Rent, and peaceably enjoy the fame to this Day.
The firft Indian Grant of thefe Lands was to Auguftin
Herman a Dutchman 1651 ; upon the Dutch Surrender
to the Crown of
England, he relinquifhed )thefe Lands, and
therefore they Efcheated to that Crown as Derelicts, and
confequently could not be conveyed again by the Indians
to any Perfon or Community.
Notwithftanding of this, fix Perfons with their Affoci
ates, September 26, 1664, petitioned Governor Nichols
for Liberty to purchafe of the Indians, and fettle certain

prietors

.

'

*

Where the Pesce and Tranquility of a Country or Colony, can
be maintained by the Civil Power, which it feems to have hap
pened at fundry Times in the Jerfies, a Military Force is absolutely
requifite. Some young Regiment, inftead ef being in Courfe difbanded
in Great- Britain or Ireland, may be fent to the feditious Colony, they
will foon quell the Rioters, aud when the Spirit of Mutiny is drove
out, the Regiment may be difbanded in the Colony ; they will contri
bute towards Peopling the Colony ; and Moreover, as being ufed to a
regular and proper Submiflion to Authority, by their Example, they will
teach the fame to the People of the Colony. Thus the Regiment of
Carignon fome Years fince was fent over from France to Canada, and
difbanded there ; Thus in the Time of the Government of Lord
Colpepper, a Regiment was fent from England to Virginia, to queH the
Riots under Bacon, and afterwards diffolved there.'
not

Tracts
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Tracts of Land upon Arthur Cul-Bay, which he granted
September 30, 1664; accordingly thefe Affociates made
a Purchafe from the Indians Otlober 28th
following in
the Names of John Bailey, Daniel Denton, Luke Watfon of
Long-Ifland Hufbandmen, and their Affociates, of a Tract
of Land bounded as above : The Confideration was, pay
ing to the Indians 20 Fathoms of trading Cloth, 2 made
Coats, 2 Guns, 2 Hatchets, 10 Bars of Lead, 2ohandfuUs
of Gun Powder ; and after one Year's Expiration, the
Remainder of the Purchafe was 400 Fathoms of white
Wampum (Value £.- 20 Sterl.) or 200 Fathom of black
Wampum ; In Confequence of this, Governor Nichols
granted to thefe Affociates a Patent for faid Lands, with
a Liberty to
purchafe further of the Indians fo far as Snake
Hill, dated December 2, 1664.
That the Reader may have fome Conception of the
Difpute concerning the Property and Quit- Rents of thefe
Lands, between the Proprietors who hold of the Crown,
and of the People who hold by fuppofed Indian Purchafes,
which has occafioned much difturbance in this Govern*
ment ; we fhall make the following Obfervations.
Governor of New Jerfey for the
1. Nichols, Lieut.
Duke of York, being informed of the Duke's Aflignment
to Lord Berkley and Sir George Cartaret, fufpecting that
he would foon be fuperfeded by a Lieut. Governor of
their own Appointment, and perhaps for other Confede
rations, September 30, 1664, gave Licence to certain Per
fons (as is above related) to purchafe Lands of the Indi
ans, which they did Otlober 25 ; and 3d of December fol
lowing, Nichols gave them a Patent for the fame, fubje&ed to certainQuit- Rents. ThisPatent, though Pofterior
to the forefaid Aflignment, was conform to his Inftruc
tions, and before any proper Notice received of that
Aflignment, f and therefore in equity alledged to be good,

efpeciaily
f

The

Difpute concerning

the

equivalent

Lands called the

Oblong,

made over by the Colony of Connecticut to the Province of New- Tork,
between Affociates who had a Grant of them from the King in Coun

cil,

^
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efpeciaily confidering, 2. that Philip Cartaret Efq; Lieut.
Governor for the Aflignees, did foon after his entering
upon the Government of the Jerfies, (he entred Auguft
1665,) as it is faid, under Hand and Seal gave Licence to
a Company of fundry Perfons to purchafe of the Indians
within his Government what quantity of Lands they
fhould think convenient, and accordingly, as the Elizabeth
Men fay, their Anceftors with Advice and Confent of
faid Governor made fundry Purchafes of the Indians. 3.
Governor Cartaret for his ownUfe purchafed fome of thefe
Indian Grant Rights, particularly that of Bailey, May
21, 1666 ; only four Families were fettled at Elizabeth
Town (afterwards fo called) before Governor Cartaret's
Arrival ; Cartaret died Governor of the Eaft- Jerfey, Nov.
1682 ; during his Government the Provincial General
Affemblies, the Council, the fuperior or fupreme Courts
of Judicature, and general Offices of the Government
were kept at Elizabeth Town, which was fo called
by the
Name of Elizabeth, Wife of Sir George Cartaret, it was
the firft Englifh Settlement, and the moft ancient Town
of the Province.
Moreover, the Proprietors who hold by Indian Grants,
fay, as a Precedent, although the Courts at Law in the
Jerfies, May 14, 1695, gave Judgment of Ejectment in
favour of James Fullerton, who held under the General
Proprietors, againft Jeffrey Jones, who held by the Indian
Grants ; Jones upon his Appeal to the King in Council,
the Judgment was reverfed and fet afide February 25,
1696: The General Proprietors fay, that the Judg
ment was reverfed only becaufe of fome Errors in the
Proceedings. A Petition or Complaint of Elizabeth Town
Indian Grant Proprietors, was read before the King in
Council, July 19, 1744, reprefenting the Hardfhips they
fuftained from the General Proprietors. 1. That gene.
cil, and Affociates who had, conform
from the Governor and Council of

hitherto

not

to Inftruclions, a Grant of them
Neiv-Yor&, is of this Nature, but

determined, fee Vol. II. P.

232.
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the Council and

rally
Judges are intereftedin the general
Proprietors fide of the queftion, and are therefore become
Judges in their own Caufe. 2. By Act of Affembly they
have procured Part of the
County of Somerfet, who
are
moftly of the general Proprietors Side, to be an
nexed to the County of
Effex, where the Lands of
the Indian Grant Proprietors
generally lay, for the
fake of having Juries in their Intereft.
3. For a fix
Penny Damage, we are fometimes brought in for two or
three hundred Pounds Proclamation
Money Cofts ; and
we are
daily threatned with great pretended Damages and
heavy Cofts : Therefore they pray, that the King would

take them under his immediate Protection, and either
determine the Affair in your Majefty's moft honourable
Privy Council, or appoint difinterefted Commiflioners out
of fome of the neighbouring Colonies, and
by a Jury from
thence alfo to be taken, to hear and*
finally decide in
faid Cafe ; or that your Majefty would be
gracioufly

pleafed

appoint Commiflioners, to hear, enquire into,
Controverfy ; or grant fuch Relief as
to your Majefty may feem meet.
This was referred to
the Committee of Council for Plantation Affairs.
Auguft
to

and determine faid

a 1, 1 744, this Committee refer the Petition to the
Lords
Commiflioners for Trade and Plantations, to
report to
the Committee, what they conceive
proper for his Ma
to do therein.
The
Board
of
Trade
and Plantati
jefty
ons report to the faid Committee of
Privy Council, &c.
&c. &c. TheCharacter of a Summary obliges us to
flop ;
and only further to obferve, that this Affair hitherto is
not Iffued.
In anfwer, the General Proprietors
reprefent to the
Board of Trade and Plantations, 1. That
they humbly
conceive, the Complaint is not fent from the whole

Body,

from any confiderable Number of Inhabitants
there,
but from a few factious and mutinous People
impatient
of any Government. 2. The Rioters pretend a fole
Right in the Indians, but no Right in the King and his
Grantees, with a defign to deprive the Proprietors of their
or

Right

,
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Right to the Soil and Quit-Rent, and with a Defign to
ftrip his Majefty of his Royal Right to that and the other
Plantations, and to render them independent of the
Crown.

dated April 13, 1745, were filed in Chan
the
of
Jerfies, againft the Elizabeth Proprietors cal
cery
led Clinker Right Men, confifting of 124 Folio Pages ;
and was followed by a long Bill from the Council of
Proprietors of the Eaftern Divifion of the New Jerfey
met in Perth Amboy March 25, 1746, in behalf of them
felves, and the reft of the General Proprietors cf the
Eaftern Divifion of New Jerfey, whom* they reprefent.
In thefe Inftruments they feem to alledge, 1. That as the
Indians had granted thefe Lands to Herman 1651, they
could not grant them to Bailey, &c. as is above faid.
2,
Confidering the long Poffeffion of the Elizabeth Men,
and the great Charge and Labour in clearing thefe Poffeflions, Governor Nichol's Patents upon Indian Deeds
are in
Equity deemed good ; this does not excufe the Poffeffors from paying Quit- Rents and other Acknowledg
ment conform to the Grants ; and that in fact March
11,1 674,5, the Elizabeth Men offer'd to pay to the Lord
Proprietor £. 20 Sterl. per Ann. Quit- Rent for eight
Miles Square, this offer was refufed by the Governor
and Council infifting upon the half Penny Sterl. per
Acre per Ann.
3. The riotous Proceedings of the Eliza
beth Men and others claiming by Indian Deeds, viz.
Goals broke open, People forceably turned out of Poffeflion of their Lands, this they call clubing them out,
and the Officers of the Government publickly infulted
and beat ; fome of the Rioters have come fifty Miles
and upwards to join in a Riot.
The late Riots in the Jerfies are between the
Propri
etors who hold by a Town Right, and thofe who hold
by Patents from the General Proprietors.
The general Proprietors fay, that the only good Title
in the Province is under the Crown ; and all Pretences

Complaints

from Indian Purchafes

only are

void.

The
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Diftan-

It is bounded Eafterly by the Province of New-York
from 41 d. N. Lat. on Hudfon' % River toSandyhook, about
40 Miles ; from Sandyhook E. Southerly upon the Ocean
40 Leagues to Cape May at the Entrance of Delaware
Bay ; from Cape May it is bounded Wefterly on Penfylva*
nia along the various Turnings of Delaware River to 41
d. 40 m. North Lat. which if in a ftraight Line, would
be about 200 Miles ; the N. Eafterly Line of New-Jerfey
with New-York was determined by the Duke of York in
his Grant of New-Jerfey to' Berkley and Cartaret, to be
from a Point in the main Branch of Delaware River in
Lat. 41 d. 40 m. to a Point in Hudfon's River in Lat. 41
d. the Point on Delaware River is fully agreed upon
and afcertained by both Governments, the other on
Hudfon's River is not fo fully agreed upon ; the Line
from Point to Point may be about 80 Miles long, E.
41 d. S.
Anno

of Lord

1676, By Agreement between the four Aflignees
Berkley on the one Side, and Sir George Cartaret

the other Side (perhaps this is the Reafon of the
Name .9$uinquipartite Line) New-Jerfey was divided into
two Provinces, called the Eaft and Weft-Jerfey, and con
firmed by the Duke of York 1680, and 1682 ; and by
Act of Affembly 17 19 ; this Line as run by Mr. Lau
rence, Novmber 1744, was in length 150 Miles 20
Chains, N. 9 d. 19 m. W. from Little Egg Harbour in
the Ocean, to 4 1 d. 40 m. N. Lat ; the S. Point of this
Line was fettled 1676, the North Point of the Line
was fettled
1719, but the Line itfelf was never run till
and
that
1744,
only by the Proprietors of the Eaft-Jerfey
ix parte ; in this Line fome Errors have been difcovered
and require to be rectified ; as there is a confiderable dif
ference in the Variations of the Compafs, at the North
and South Terminations of this diyifional Line, this divion
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fional Line can not be ftraight ; the firft Falls in Dela
ware River in Trent Town are
oppofite to the 47th Mile
of this divifional Line.
In order to difcover the main Branch mentioned in the
Grants, and the largenefs of fome other Branches of
Delaware and Sefauahanna Rivers, there was lately a furvey Line run nearly due Weft from Minifinck Ifland on
Delaware River about 12 Miles above the divifional Line
crofling the N. E. Branch of Delaware River, to Sefquahanna River were 85 Miles, and where it fell in with
Sefquahanna, that River was about 30 Chains (4 Rod to
a
Chain) wide, and near this there was a Branch which
fell into the
principal River of Sefauahanna about 300
Feet wide, and in the Fork was an Indian Village called
Solochka ; the Weft Branch of Delaware River was only
25 Feet wide, theN. E. Branch where the Station Point
of the divifion Line between New-York and
Jerfey is
fixed at 4 1 d. 40 m. Lat. is above 500- Feet wide, the
Fork fo called, of Delaware River is about 70 Miles upon
a
ftraight Line below this Station Point ; at this Station
Point Anno 1744 the variation of the Compafs was W.
6 d. 25 m. Anno 1
719 it was obferved to be about 8 d.
as is before mentioned
; the Station Point at Egg Harbour
was
d.
m.
Mr. Serjeant Hook fome Time
1744
5
25
fince made a Purchafe of 3750 Acres upon Delaware Ri
ver in the
Weft-Jerfey, and gave one Tenth of it as a
Glebe to the Church.
The principal Rivers in the Province of New Jerfey
the Noorde Rivier or Hudfon's River, which we have
already delineated in the Section of New York, and Zuide
Rivier or Delaware River, which we fhall defcribe in the
Section of Penfyfvania ; only we fhall obferve, that in
the Jerfey Side of this River are feveral fhort Creeks,.
thefe of Cohanfy, and of Salem 20 Miles higher,, make
one Diftrict of Cuftom- Houfe -,. at
Bridlington 20 Miles
above Philadelphia is- another Cuftom Diftrict :• Theft
two Cuftomt Houfe Diftricts their quarterly Entries and
are

Clearances

2&$

0/ New-York?
Clearances of Veffels

are
generally Nil, and fcarce deferve
the Name of preventive Creeks. The main Branch of
Delaware River comes from Gat-kill Mountains, a few
Miles Weft of the Fountains of Scoharie River a Branch
of Mohawks River. Raritan River falls into Sandyhook
Bay at Amboy Point, the Tide flows 12 Miles up to
Brunfwick ; at the Mouth of this River is the only con
fiderable Sea Port and Cuftom-Houfe of New-Jerfey ;
here is the City of Perth- Amboy, it is the Capital of the
Province of New-Jerfey, and here are kept the Provincial
Records, here is a good deep Water Harbour and promifing Country ; but notwithstanding, it has only the
Appearance of a mean Village, the Name is a Compound
of Perth the honorary Title of the late Drummond Earl
of Perth, and Amboy its Indian Name.
The Sea Line of New-Jerfey is Arthur Cut-Bay and
Amboy Sound between Staten Ifland and the Main about
20 Miles S. thefe receive the Rivulets of Hackinfack
Pdffaick, Bounds Creek, and Raway, from Amboy Point to
Sandyhook {Sandyhook is in the Eaft-Jerfey) 12 Miles E.
from Sandyhook to Cape May 120 Miles S. Wefterly, a
flat double Sandy Shore, having fome Inlets practicable
only by fmall Craft.
There are feveral Chains or Ridges of Hills in this
Province, but of no Confideration.
Perth Amboy is the Provincial Town of Eaft-Jerfey^
Bridlington is the Provincial Town of Weft-Jerfey, diftance
50 Miles, where the General Aflembly of all the Jerfies
fits alternately, and where the diftinct Provincial Judi
catories or fupreme Courts fit reflectively. Bridlington,
commonly called Burlington is a pleafant Village. Eliza
beth Town is the moft ancient Corporation- and confide
rable Town of the Province. Brunfwick in Eaft-Jerfey
is nearly the Center of Eaft and Weft- Jerfies, here is lately
eftablifhed a College * for the Inftruction of Youth, by
in*

!■

11

111

1
_

*

Formerly by Miftake,

I wrote, that this

College

was

by Royal

Charter.
S8
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Charter from Governor Belcher, OQober 22, 1746, with
to confer all Degrees as in the Univerfities of En*
gland: The prefent Truftee are generally Prefbyterians,
a
Majority of feven or more Truftees to have the Ma
nagement ; each Scholar to pay £. 4 per Ann, at 8/ per
oz. Silver -, Mr. Jonathan
Dickinfon was their firft Pre
fident, Mr. Burr is their prefent Prefident ; in this
College Otlober 5, 1749, commenced 7. Batchellors of
Arts.
The Road as in prefent Ufe, from New-York
City to
Philadelphia, is, from New-York to Elizabeth Town 17
Miles, thence to Brunfwick 22 Miles, thence to Trent
Town Ferry 30 Miles, thence to Briftol
oppofite to
Bridlington 15 Miles, thence to Philadelphia 20 Miles,
being in all from the City of New-York to ^Philadelphia
104 Miles.
From Cape-May to Salem are about 60 Miles, thence
to Bridlington 50 Miles, thence to Trent Town
Falls, 15
Thefe are the firft Falls of Delaware
Miles.
River, and
the Tide flows fo high, below thefe Falls when the Tide
is down and no Land Floodings in the River, the River
is fordable.
In the" Province of the Jerfies are five
Corporations
with Courts ; whereof .there are in
Eaft Jerfey, the City
of Perth Amboy, the City of New
Brunfwick, and the
Borough of Elizabeth Town> and two in the Weft-Jerfey,
the City of Bridlington, alias
Burlington, and the Borough
of Trent Town ; of thefe only two, PerthAmboy and
Burlington, fend Reprefentatives to the General
a

Power

Affembly.

There is not much to be faid
concerning their Wars
with the Indians and Canada French ; the
five Nations of
Iroquois which we call Mohawks, have always been in
our Intereft ;
they, efpeciaily jhe large Tribe of Senecas,
cover the Provinces of
New-Jerfey, Penfylvania, Maryland, and Virginia. Ever fince the firft
fettling of this
Province, the Publick has never been put to one Penny

Charge for keeping the Mians in Peace.

The fbam
Canada
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Canada Expedition of 1709, and 171 1, led this Province
and all the other
Provinces to the Northward
of it, into a pernicious Paper Currency, called Publick
Bills of Credit ; their firft Paper Currency was emitted
1709 of £. 3,000, to be cancelled by Taxes the fame
Year, and 171 1 they emitted £. 5,000 to be cancelled
^by Taxes 17 12 and 1713, and afterwards many Emiffi
ons for Charges of Government f and Loans
amongft
themfelvess, but never did run fuch depreciating Lengths,
as has been done in
New-England. See the Article of
Plantation Currencies in the Appendix.
At prefent the Weft-Jerfey Money or Currency is in
Value equal to that of the adjoining Province of Penfylvania ; the Eaft-Jerfey Currency is the fame with the ad
jacent Province of New-York ; their refpective Dealings,
being almoft folely with the refpective adjoining Provin
ces.
Penfylvania Paper- Currency was at firft emitted at
the Value of Proclamation Meney, which is 6 /Currency
equal in Value to a heavy Spanifh Piece of Eight ; but
at prefent a Mild Piece or
Spanifh Dollar paffes for Jf6d.
a
Piftole
Currency, heavy
27/, a Guinea 34/i and Moidores 44/]
New York Paper Currency was at firft emit
ted at 8/ per oz. Silver ; at prefent a Dollar or Mild
Piece of Eight being 7 8ths of one oz. Silver, is 8/ Cur
rency, Piftoles 2 8/ if not under ^d. 6 Grains Wt, Guineas
2Sf, Moidores 45/

Britifh

♦

Their various SeUaries, not in Religion, but in reli
gious Modes of Worfhip may be found in a general
Article in the Section of Rhode-Ifland ; we fhall only
obferve that this Colony was firft fettled by Prefbyteri
ans, Anabaptifts, and Quakers, who to this Time ftill
prevail ; notwithstanding of the great Charge of Miffi
onaries from the Society for propagating the Gofpel,

•f The Forces raifed there towards thelateCafo

or

Spanifh Weft- India

Expedition, and afterwards of 5 Companies of 100 Men each, towards
a feint Expedition againft Canada
1746, was a confiderable Charge to
them in levying and victualling-.
who
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by Miftake feem to embarrafs the Chriftian Reli
gion in general ; more than to cultivate it. Why fhould
Religious, Pious, and fober Chriftians ; induftrious, fru
gal, and orderly Common- wealths Men, be thusdifturbed
and perplexed, in their legally tolerated Way, differing,
from the Miflionary eftablifhed Church, not in Doctrine,
but in fome ance/lorial innocent Modes of Worfhip :
while at the fame Time the heathen Indians, the prin
cipal Object of their Miflions, as may well be imagined,
neither Civilized nor Chriftianized, are wholly neglected
by them ?
who

Inhabitants of the

Jerfies, Men, Women, and Children,
about 50,000, whereof 10,000 may he
reckoned Training Militia.
The valuation of the feveral Counties, that is their
Proportions in every Thoufand Pound Tax, a few Years
fince, flood thus,
are

reckoned

at

East-Jersies
Somerfet
£.

West-Jersies
Cape -May
£.

39

Salem

Monmouth

169

Middlefex
Effex
Bergen

115

Gloucefter

136

Burlington

82

Hunterdon

10

31
144
86

123
74

10

£. 541 10
£. 458 10
The two new out Counties of Morris, and Trent, feem
hitherto not reduced to any Regulations.
Governors in the Province of New-Jerfey.
The Affair of Governors is above intermixed with the
Hiftory of the various Changes of the Property and Ju
risdiction ; we fhall now recapitulate what relates to Go
vernment and Governors in a connected and concife
Manner.
The Duke of York had a Grant of the Property and
Government of New-Netherlands from his Brother Charles
II, March 12, 1663,4. Duke of York by Commiflion,

Succeffion of

April
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2, 1664 appointed Richard Nichols, Efq; his Lieut.
Governor or Deputy of the whole New-Netherlands, but
did not enter upon his Government until Auguft 27,

April

1664.
Upon

the Duke of York's Aflignment June 24, 1664,
of that Part called the Jerfies to Lord Berkley and Sir
George Cortaret, they appointed Philip Cartaret their
Governor ; after fix Months Refidence he went to En
gland, and foon returned to his Government ; but 1672,
a turbulent
People, to evade paying Quit -Rents, alledge
that they did not hold of the Proprietors Berkley and
Cartaret but by Indian Grants ; they relinquifhed Gover
nor Cartaret and chofe a Governor of their own ; Gover
nor Cartaret went home with Complaints and did not re
turn till November 1674, a Dutch Jurifdiction upon a RcConqueft intervening from July 1673 to November 1674;
Berkley and Cartaret had a divifional feparate Grant from
the Duke of York 1 674 and Sir George Cartaret fent
Duke of
over Philip Cartaret Governor of Eaft Jerfies ;
York kept the Jurifdiction of Weft-Jerfey in his own
Hands by Deputies. Nichols and Andros were Gover
nors of New-York and Weft-Jerfey for the Duke of York.
Becaufe of fome differences between Governor Andros
of New York and Governor Cartaret of Eaft-Jerfey, Andros
ufurped the Government of Eaft-Jerfey 1680, and fent
from New-York to Elizabeth Town fome Soldiers, they
ufed Governor Cartaret rudely, they b^oke open his
Houfe, carried him from his naked Bed on board of the
Sloop to New York, where he was kept Prifoner the
greateft Part of the Year : Governor Andros favoured
the Indian Grant Proprietors, with a Defign to foment
Divifions and Confufion, divide et impera : Upon Com
plaints fent home to the Duke of York, Andros was dif
miiTed from that Government- with a fhow of Refent
ment, and the Duke of York gave new Deeds to the
Proprietors of the Eaft and Weft Jerfies, with exprefs
Grants of thefe Powers, which Sir Edmond Andros pre
tended were wanting, the better 10 juftify his former
Conduct „
.
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Conduct ; by virtue of thefe new Grants dated
1680,
the Proprietors were next Year, re •eftablifhed in the
New-Jerftes ; Philip Cartaret died Governor of Eaft-Jer
fey, November 1682 ; to prevent irregular Purchafes of
the Indians, the Affembly of
Eaft-Jerfey 1683, paffed
"
an Act
forbidding the taking of any Indian Deeds
but in the Name of the Lords
Proprietors, upon the
Pain of being profecuted as feditious
Perfons, and as
Breakers of the King's Peace, and of the
publick Peace
and fafety of the Province" ; the fame
Act,but fomething
more fevere was
paffed in Weft-Jerfies.
In the Weft-Jerfey, upon the Duke of .Tory's
quitting
the Government to the Aflignees of Lord
Berkley, 1680
one of the Aflignees or
Proprietors was by them ap
and
to him
pointed Governor,
1690 fucceeded Dr.
Daniel Cox, who had purchafed the greateft Part of the

Weft-Jerfey.
In the Eaft-Jerfey upon the Duke of Yor^s new Deed
to the Proprietors, Robert
Berkley, a noted Quaker Wri
ter was made Governor, fometimes he officiated
by a
Deputy, 1684 Gawen Laurie was his Deputy, and con
tinued till 1685 i *oon after this,
King James affumed
the Government, but upon the
Revolution, the Proprietors
-were reftored to their former
Rights, and appointed
Totham
for
their
John
Efq;
Governor, who was fucceeded
by Col. Dudley, but the People fcrupled to obey them,
and the Proprietors appointed Col. Hamilton for Go
vernor.

After fome Time the
People alledged, that as a
Scotsman he could not be Governor of an
Englifh Colony,
and a Party of the Proprietors
appointed Mr. Baffe Go
vernor ~, foon after, another
Party of the Proprietors did
Col.
Hamilton
again appoint
Auguft 14, 1699, and "°t
long after, fome of the Proprietors appointed Mr. Baffe
again ; thefe Appointments were not confirmed
the

King,

Mr. Bowne

fuperfeded

them

by

;

thefe Times in the

Eafl-

Of

New- Jersey.
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were called the Revolutions, + and was Gover
when the Proprietors of both Jerfies, becaufe of Diffenfions amongft themfelves in appointing Governors,
and from the Confufions occafioned by the Indian Grants
Men, found it advifable to refign the Government, but
no other of their Rights, to the Crown
1702.

Eaft-Jerfies
nor

Thus both Jerfies were united in one Jurifdiction, and
had for their Governor, the fame Perfon who was Go?
vernor of the Province of New York ; fee the Section of
New-York, Vol. II. P. 249, viz. Lord Cornbury, Col.
Hunter *, William Burnet Efq; Col Montgomery, and Col.

Cofby.
Upon Cofby's Death,

Lieut. Governor Clarke 1736
fucceeded in the Command of New-York, but not in that
of the Jerfies, which in Courfe fell into the Hands of
the Prefident of the Council of the Jerfies ; ever fince,
the Governors of New-York and of the Jerfies have been
in diftinct Perfons.
Lewis Morris Efq; formerly chief Juftice of the Pro
vince of New -York was the firft diftinct Governor of
the Jerfies, he died May 14, 1746 ; to him fucceeded
Jonathan Belcher Efq-, formerly Governor of the Pro
vinces of Maffachufetts-Bay and New-Hampfhire, fee Vol.
I. P. 481, was nominated by the King for Governor of
the Jerfies, and arrived there foon after : He continues
Governor at this prefent Writing, Auguft 1751. His
'

■

■

i

.

■

——

Ha
4 During the Revolutions in the alternate Adminiftrajtipns of
milton and Baffe from 1698 to the Refignation of the Government to
the Crown, there were in the Province continued Confufions, mutual
of civil
breaking of Goals, refcuing of Prifoners, beating and abufing

fometimes the chief Command was in the Council ; the
Sir Thomas Lane
Refignation of thofe Governments to the Crown by
of London, Agent for Weft-Jerfey, and of WitAlderman
and
Knight
ham Docknvray, the famous Projector of the uleful, and to the publick
Revenue of Great- Britain beneficial Penny Poft Office, Agent for
Officers

;

Eaft-Jerfey.
*

Governor Hunter was allowed
during his Adminiftration,

Jerfies,
£.
r

Contingencies.
.Vol. II.
100

by the General Aflembly of the
£• S°° ttr Ann. Currency, and
•"■''

for

O

0

■

firft
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Affembly

was

Auguft

The Legiflature, and fome Municipal Laws of New-Jerfey.'
Their Legiflature confifts of three Negatives ; the en
"
Be it enabled by His Excellency the Gover
acting Stile is,
and
General
nor, Council,
Affembly.
The three Negatives, are 1. The Governor, filled Go
vernor in chief, Vice Admiral, and Chancellor of the Pro-,
vince of New-Jerfey.
2. The Council nominated by the King, their
Compli
ment is twelve, as it generally is in all our Colonies. The
Governor and Council are a Court of Error and Chancery.'
3. The Houfe of Reprefentatives in this Province,
they are particularly called the Affembly ; though in
Propriety the Governor, Council, and Houfe of Repre
fentatives of the People, met in a legiflative Capacity,
are the General Affembly of a Province or
Colony. *f
This Houfe of Reprefentatives or Affembly confifts of
24 Members, whereof 20 are Reprefentatives of Coun
ties, the other 4 from the4Cities, fo called, of Perth- Am*
boy and Burlington, viz.
In West- J ERSEY.
In East-Jersey.
From the County of
From the Count) rof
2
Hunterdon
2
Bergen

Effex

2

Middlefex

2

Somerfet

2

Monmouth

2

From the

City

Perth- Amb.

2

12

Burlington
Gloucefter

2

Salem

2

Cape- May
of

From

the

City
Burlington

2

2

of
2

12

f I can not account for fuch Improprieties in our Colonies ; thus
in Virginia, the Houfe of Reprefentatives, is very improperly called
the Houfe of Burgefies, becaufe Virginia is reprefented by Counties. In
the Province of North Carolina adjoining to
Virginia, they are guilty
of the fame Impropriety.

The
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Counties of Morris County^ and Trent
do not fend Reprefentatives.
hitherto
County,
All the Acts of the Affembly of New-Jerfey muft
have the Royal Affent.
The Houfe of Reprefentatives is no Court of Judica
ture, but have the Privilege of enquiring into -the male
Adminiftration of the Courts of Juftice.
The Magna Charta or fundamental Conftitution of the
Province of New-Jerfey, confifts of three fubfequent Setts
of Conceffions from the Proprietors, and of the per
petual Inftructions for all fucceflive Crown Governors as
agreed upon 1702 at the Proprietors Refignation of the
Government to the Crown : Thefe are reckoned of a
higher Nature, than the Acts of their Affemblies, and
are termed by the Affembly, the Laws of Conceffions.
The firft Conceffions were 1664 from Lord Berkley and
Sir George Cartaret joint Proprietors of New-Jerfey
by Aflignment from the Duke of York. The fecond
Conceffions 1672 were from the faid Proprietors jointly ;
the third Conceflions were only for the Eaft-Jerfey by
Sir George Cartaret 16 74, upon the Duke of York's
granting him a divifional Grant ; thefe were only additi
onal and explanatory of the firft Conceflions.
The Bounty Lands to the firft Settlers called Head
Lands, being fo many Acres per Head of Settlers atone
half Penny Sterl. per Ann. per Acre Quit-Rent. The
Quit-Rents of the Jerfies began March 25, 1670; the
whole Arrears of Quit-Rents from the beginning to
the
1747, did not exceed £. 15000. The Bounty by
the
in
for
Heads
firft Conceffions was only
imported
was
it
firft four Years, but by fubfequent Conceffions,
continued to January 13, 1685. In other Patents to Pur
chafers the Quit-Rents were various as per Agreement,
In Newark there are fome Patents at fix Pence
*/. g.
Sterl. per Ann per 100 Acres.
The fundamental Laws of Conceflions is, that all va
cant Lands are to be purchafed only by the Governor
and Council in the Name of the Proprietors; and all
new

Claimi
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Claims to Lands otherways than by Warrant of Survey,
by the Survey of a ftated Surveyor, and Patent from
the Governor and Council are deemed void : There have
been only two remarkable Times of Purchafe from the
Indians 1664 under Governor Nichols, prior to the Acts
of Conceffions ; and
1672 under Governor Cartaret, but
and
Several
fubfequent
contrary to the firft Conceffions.
Tracts of Land have from Time to Time been pur
chafed of the Indians by the General Proprietors.
By
Act of

AfTembly 1683,

No

Perfon

to

contract

for,

or

accept of Deeds of Land from the Indians, but in the
Name of the Proprietors.
In the Revolution Times, as they were called, in NewJerfey from 1698 to 1703, all Rules of Property were

flighted,

many Riots and much Diforder enfued, and by
to King William all eftablifhed Rules of
Property were endeavoured to be everted, and Indian
Purchafes eftablifhed, but in vain. Upon the Refigna
tion of the Government to the Crown, and by an Act
of Affembly
1703, declaring ail Pretences by Indian
Purchafes only, to be Panal (Penalty. 40/ per Acre) Cri
minal, and void ; and by an Act 17135 a Penalty is impofed of 20/ for every Tree cut by any Perfon upon
Lands which are not his own Property ; Order was reftored to the great
Improvement of New-Jerfey, and
which was enjoyed till 1745, when Indian Purchafes were
fet up again.
Several Actions of Ejectment being
the
of General Proprietors againft
Council
brought by
the Tenants, fo called, in Poifefiion of the Elizabeth
Rights, as holding only by a groundlefs Right of Title
by Ihdian Deeds ; Anno 1 746- the Elizabeth Men Petition
the General Affembly, that a Way may be made for their
Relief in the Province, or that they may have Liberty of
Application to the Head and Fountain of Juftice. Upon

Rcmonftrances

this enfued a Suit in their Provincial Chancery^ as before
related.
Some Articles in the Conceffions were, that the General
Affembly fhall raifc and pay the Governor's Sallary and

all.

©/ New-Jersey?
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all Charges of Government ; and that the Quit-Rents
fhall be paid to the Proprietors free of all Charges, no
Quit- Rents to be applied for that Purpofe.
To prevent interfering Claims and fraudulent Sales,
there are only two Deputy Surveyors in a County, under
a General
Surveyor of the Province, and all Surveys
are
to be recorded as approved of by the Surveyor
General.
Titles of Land are to be tried only in the fupreme
Court of Judicature.
Courts

of Judicature.

The feveral Courts of Judicature are nearly of the
fame Conftitution with the Courts in the Colonies already
There is a fupreme Court (in New-England they
related.
are called Superior Courts) for the Eaft-Jerfey Divifion
held at the City of Amboy two Terms yearly, the third
Tuefday in March, and fecond Tuefday in Auguft, each
of thefe with only eight Days Continuance. The fu
is held at Bur
preme Court for the Weft-Jerfey Divifion
fecond
in
and
firft
November,
Tuefday in
Tuefday
lington
May under the fame RegulationsThere are in each County once a Year, a Court for
Tryal of Caufes brought to Iffue in the fupreme Court ;
thofe for Weft- Jerfey are in the Spring, thofe for EaftJerfey are in the end oj^ Autumn.
In each County there are Courts of Quarter Seffions,
and County Courts for holding Pleas, in New-England
they are called Inferior Courts for common Pleas.

Produce, Manufallures, Trade,
New-Jerfey.

New-Jerfey

is

Wheat than any
ana

Flower is

Jjhania* they

a

and

Navigation of

Corn Country : it raifes more
of our Colonies; but their Wheat
fhipt off from New- York and Pen-

good

one

moftly

raife fome

Hemp and Flax-

They

2^4
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Copper

Ore Mine for

They Manufacture

fome Iron Ore into Pigs and Bars.
In the Province of New-Jerfey there are three CuftomHoufe Diftricts, whereof two are in Weft-Jerfey on Dela
ware River ; Salem (this includes Cohanzey) about 9 Miles
below New-Caftle, and Burlington about 20 Miles above
Philadelphia ; thefe, as we have already obferved, are of
no Confideration, fcarce defer ving the Name of preven
tive Creeks ; the third is in Eaft-Jerfey at Perth- Amboy :
The 12 Months Accounts of Entries and Clearances at
the Port of Perth- Amboy from June 24, 1750, to June
24, 17515 ftand thus,
Cleared Outwa
Entred Inwards

Ships

2

Ships

Snows

2

Snows

Brigantines
Sloops

7

Brigantines
Sloops

1

8

2

3
8
1

3

Scooners

10

Scooners

10

Shallops

2

Shallops

2

41

38

>

foreign and .coafting Voyages included. I fhall
fome of the moft confiderable Articles of
mention
only
their Exports and Imports in that Time.

both

Exported
Bar.
Wt.
Barrels.
Bufh.
14,000 Wt.
Hemp
Some Firkins Butter, fome
Hams, Beer, Flax Seed,
Bar Iron, fome Lumber.

Flower
6424
Bread
168500
Beef & Pork 3 14
Grain
17,941

Rum
Moloffes

Imported
39,670 Gal.
3

1,600 Gal.

Sugar
2,089 C/.Wt.
Pitch, Tar,
7 Bar.
& Turpent.
Wines
Salt

£43

123

Pipes.

12,759 Bufh.

Some Mifcellanies on various Subjetls.
The Copper Ore of the Jerfies is very good, but *he
Mine has not been Wrought for fome Years, the diffi

culty

Of
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in draining requires a Fire Engine. The Copper
Mines in Simfbury Hills in New-England', about 90 Miles
N. E. from the Copper Mine in New-Jerfey, have been
neglected for fome Years, becaufe they not only dip too
quick, and therefore are not eafily drained, but alfo the
Ore is of a hard Nature not eafily fluxed, it is too much
intermixed with Spar, the Veins or Loads very uncertain
and unequal, and frequently only Shoads or Fragments.
In Britifh North- America, hitherto no Difcovery has
been made of Tin Ores, nor of Lapis, Calominaris, very
little Lead Ore, and that not good.
All over North-America is much Iron Ore, both Rock
and Bog Ore. Three Tun of Bog or Swamp Ore gives
about one Tun eaft Iron Ware, which can be afforded
cheaper than that which is imported from England or
Holland. The Bars of -Bog Ore have too much Scoria or
Drofs, and are much inferior to the Bars refined from
the Pigs of Rock Ore.

culty

In the American Rivers there are many Cataracts, Pre
cipices, Pitches, or Falls ; generally from the River paffing
over a Ledge or Ridge of Rocks ; that of Niagara, for
merly mentioned, between Lake Ontario and Lake Erie,
is the moft noted : There are fome Cataracts or great
Falls not from a Precipice of Rocks, but from a very
narrow Pafs in a Tide River ; that near the Mouth of
St. John's River on the N. W. Side of the Bay of
Fundy in Nova- Scotia is the moft noted ; in this Cafe,
from the narrownefs of the Pafs the Water not confined
below, falls off fafter than the Water confined above,
the Water above is not only what the Tide of Flood
brought in, but alfo the River Water darned up.
The higher up a Tide River, the Duration of Flood
is lefs, and that of Ebb is more •, for Inftance, in the
of St. Laurence, Anno
great River of Canada or River
1748, a Flag of Truce was fent for Exchange of Pri(oners from Bofton in New England to Quebeck in Ca
\r\ this great River by Order of the General Go

nada,

vernor

of Canada

they

were

ftopt

at

Life des Bafques, (5
Leagues
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Leagues below I'adoufack, and 35 Leagues below Quebec)
where was good "Anchorage -fin 10 Fathom Water, the
Tide flowed 5 Hours and ebbed 7 Hours.
Amongft the many Hardfhips which the firft Settlers
of new raw Colonies and Plantations fuffer, one of the
moft confiderable, is, their fitting down in Wildernefs,
Forreft, or Wood Lands ; where by the Exhalations from
the Trees, there is a continual damp, which does not continuedly difperfe, but hovers about, and may be faid in
fome Refpect to ftagnate and putrify, and confequently
produce in thefe human Bodies many Kinds of putrid Dis
orders, fuch as putrid lingring Fevers, putrid Dyfenteries,
all forts of Scorbatick Complaints, and the like Diftemperatures. The Damp or Vapour from Woodlands, is
much more confiderable than from the fame Lands when
cleared of Trees and Shrubs : It is notorious in thefe
Countries, that many Streams of Water which in the
beginning came from Wood Lands, and carried Grift
Mills and Saw Mills ; when thefe Lands were cleared of
Wood, their Streams vanifhed and became dry, the Mills
ceafed, and in fome Parts the Cattle could not be con
veniently watered : In the PhilofophicalTranfacJions of the
Royal Society in London, we find many Obfervations and
Experiments made relating to this Subject ; for Infifcnce,
two Veffels containing each a certain
equal Quantity of
Water, in one of thefe Veffels were fet fome living Plants,
after a certain fpace of Time, the Veffel containing Water
with Plants did evaporate much more of the Water, than
the Veffel of Water only.
i

_

__^_^__

f The Fr/ncb by their Reprefentaitons of the difficult and danger
ous Navigation of this River, endeavour to
intimidate all other Na
tions from

attempting
pra&icable.

the

River

;

but

now

we

find that it is

fafely

SECT.
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SECTION

Concerning
Pennfylvania

29

XIV.

the Province

of

and its Territories.

have already deduced thefe Settlements from
their firft European Difcoveries, and from their
Tranfition by the Name of New-Netherlands un
der the Dutch, to the Duke of York's
Property by Pa
tents from the Crown of
England.
This Province and Territories are by three diftinct
Grants.
1. The Province of
Patent

WE

Pennfylvania by

from K. Charles II, dated March 4, 1680,1. 2. The
Duke of York 168 3, Auguft 24, fold to William Penn
the Elder, his Heirs and Affigns, the Town of New
Caftle alias Delaware, and a Diftrict of 12 Miles round
NewCaftle. 3. Duke of York by another Deed of Sale
Auguft 24, 1683, made over to faid William Penn, his
Heirs and Affigns, that Tract of Land from 1 2 Miles
South of NewCaftle, to the Whore Kills,
otherways called
divided
into
the
two
Counties
of Kent
Cape Henlopen,
and Suffex ; which with NewCaftle Diftrict, arc
commonly
known by the Name of the three lower Counties
upon
Delaware River.
As the three lower Counties orTerritories are
by diftinct
Deeds or Grants from that of the Royal Grant of the Pro
vince of Pennfylvania, when it was by the
Proprietary
left to their Option to be united with the Jurifdiction of
the Province of Pennfylvania, or to continue a
feparate
Jurifdiction ; they chofe to be a feparate Jurifdiction, and
Vol. II.
P p
not
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tion

:

be as it were annihilated b*r a
thus they continue at prclcnt

prevailing Jurifdic
two diftinct
Legi

Governments, or Jurifdiction?, under the direc
tion of one and the fame Governor ; but their Municipal
Laws and Regulations are nearly the fame.

flatures,

K. Charles lid's Patent of the Province of Penn
is dated March 4, 1680, 1 , of w^'ch an Abftratl
is, To our trufty and well beloved Subject William Penn
Efq; Son and Heir of Sir William Penn Deceafed, to
reduce the Savage Nations by gentle and juft Manners
to the Love of civil
Society and the chriftian Religion
(with Regard to the Memory and Merits of his late Fa
ther in divers Services, particularly in the Seafight againft
the Dutch 1665, under the Duke of York) to tranfport
an
ample Colony towards enlarging the Englifh Empire
and its Trade, is granted all that Tract of Land in
America, bounded Eaftward on Delaware River from
12 Miles Northward of NewCaftle to the
43 d. of
Northern Lat. and to extend 5 d. in Longitude from faid
River ; to be bounded Northerly by the beginning of the
43 d. of N. Lat. and on the South by a Circle drawn
at 12 Miles diftance from New-Caftle Northward and
"Weftward unto the beginning of the 40 d. of Northern
Lat. and then by a ftrait Line Weftward to the Limits
of Longitude above-mentioned ; faving to us and our
Succeffors the Allegiance and Sovereignty, to beholden
as of our Caftle of
Windfor in the County of Berks,
paying Quit-Rent two Buck Skins to be delivered to us
yearly in our Caftle of Windfor on the firft of January, and
the fifth of all Gold and Silver Oar,, clear of all Charges.
Erected into a Province and Seignorie, to be called Penn
fylvania. Said William Penn &c. and his Lieutenants
with the Affent of a Majority of the Freemen or their
Delegates affembled ; to raife Money for publick Ufes,
to eftablifh
Judges, Juftices and other Magiftrates, Pro
bate of Wills and granting of Administrations included ;
sylvania

to

pardon

or

remit all Crimes and Offences committed

within

H,

Of Pennsylvania.
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within faid Province, Treafon and wilful Murder excepted,
which however they may Reprieve until the King's Plea
fure is known ; the Judges by them conftituted to hold
Pleas as well Criminal as Civil, perfonal, real and mixt :
Their Laws to be confonant to Reafon, and not repug
nant to the Laws of England,
referving to us, &c. a
Power to hear and determine upon Appeals. In all Mat
ters the Laws of
England to take Place, where no pofitive
Law of the Province appears.
A Duplicate of all Laws
made in faid Province fhall in five Years be tranfmitted
to the
Privy Council ; and if within fix Months, being
there received, they be deemed inconfiftent with the
Prerogative or Laws 6f England, they fhall be void. A
Licence for our Subjects to tranfport themfelves and Fa
milies unto the faid Country. A Liberty to divide the

Country into Towns, Hundreds, and Counties, to incor
porate Towns into Boroughs and Cities, to conftitute Fairs
A Liberty of Trade with all our other Do
minions, paying the Cuftomary Duties. A Power to con
ftitute SeaPorts and Keys, but to admit of fuch Officers as
fhall from Time to Time be appointed by the Commifli
The Proprietors may receive fuch
oners of our Cuftoms.
as the
Goods
Affembly fhall enact.
Impofitions upon
The Proprietors to appoint an Agent or Attorney to re
fide near the Court in London to anfwer for the default
of the Proprietors, and where Damages are afcertained
by any of our Courts, if thefe Damages are not made
good within the fpace of one Year, "the Crown may refume the Government until fuch Damages and Penalties
are fatisfied, but without any Detriment to the particular
Owners or Adventurers in the Province. To maintain
A Power to purno Correfpondance with our Enemies.
fue Enemies and Robbers even to Death. May transfer
Property. To erect Manors, that may hold Court Ba
That the Crown fhall make no Taxation or Imrons.
pofition in faid Province without Confent of the Propri
or Affembly, or by Act of Parliament in England.
and Markets.

etary,

Any Inhabitants

to

the Number of

20

may

by Writ
ing
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ing apply

to

the

Bifhop

of London for

a

Preacher

or

Preachers.

AbftraH of Mr. Penn's Charter of Liberties and
Privileges to the People 25th Day of the fecond Month,
An

The Government fhall be
called April, 1682.
Provincial General Affembly compofed of the Go
vernor and Reprefentatives of the
Freemen, to make
Laws, raife Taxes, conftitute Courts and Officers, &c.
The Freemen of the Province fhall meet on the twentieth
Day of the twelfth Month 1682, to elect 72 Perfons for
a Council, whereof 24 fhall fall off yearly, and another
24 be elected in their Room, that many Perfons may
have Experience in Government ; in Matters of Confequence two Thirds to be a Quorum, and the confent of
in Affairs of
two Thirds of fuch Quorum is requifite ;
leffer Moment 24 Members fhall be a Quorum, and a
Majority of thefe fhall determine: the Governor or his
Deputy to prefide and have a treble Vote. This Coun
cil is to prepare and deliberate upon Bills to be paffed
into Laws by the General Affembly, to erect Courts of
Juftice with their Officers, to judge Criminals,to have the
executive -Power ; fhall model Towns, Ports, Markets,
publick Buildings, and Highways ; to infpect the Ma
nagement of the Provincial Treafury, to order all publick
Schools : This Council to be divided into four diftinct
Committees for diftinct Branches of Bufinefs. The
Freemen fhall yeatly chufe Reprefentatives not exceeding
200, to meet 22d Day of the fecond Month (1683 for
the firft Time) and to continue eight Days, may ap
point Committees to confer with Committees of the
Council concerning Amendments of Bills, and the ninth
Day fhall give their affirmative or negative to the Bills
prefented ; two thirds to be a Quorum in paffing of
Laws, and choice of Officers; the enacting Stile to be,
"
By the Governor, with the Affent and Approbation of the
Freemen in Provincial Council and General Affembly.** The
firft Year the General Aflembly may confift of all the

vulgarly
in

a

Freemen
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Freemen of the Province, and afterwards of 200 to be
chofen annually, which as the Country encreafes may be
enlarged, fo as never to exceed 500, at the Difcretion
The Provincial Council fhall on the
of the Legiflature.
13th Day of the firft Month yearly, prefent to the-Governor or his Deputy a double Number for Provincial
Officers ; and the Freemen in the County Courts fhall
prefent a double Number to ferve for Sheriffs, Juftices
of the Peace, and Coroners for the Year next enfuing ;
out of each Prefen.tment, the third
Day following, the
Governor or his Deputy fhall commiffionate one ; but
Mr. Penn to appoint the. firft Officers to continue ad
The General Affembly may be called
vitam aut culpam.
the
and Provincial Council to meet
Governor
upon by
When the Governor fhall be under the
at any Time.
Age of 21, and no Guardians appointed by the Father,
the Provincial Council fhall appoint Guardians not ex
ceeding three, with the Power of a Governor. No
Article in this Charter to be altered without the Confent
of the Governor and fix Parts of feven of the Freemen
in Provincial Council and General Affembly.

Befides thefe, there

were fome other fundamental Laws
in
England. Every Refident who pays Scot
agreed upon
and Lot to the Government, fhall be deemed a Freeman
capable of Electing and of being Elected. The Pro
vincial Council and General Affembly to be fole Judges
in the Elections of their refpective Members.
24 Men
for a grand Jury of Inqueft, and 12 for a petty Jury, to
All Perfons wrongfully imbe returned by the Sheriff.
at Law, fhall have double Dama
or
profecuted
prifoned
Seven Years
ges againft the Informer or Profecutor.
Poffeffion fhall give an unqueftionable Right, excepting
in Cafes of Lunatick% Infants, married Women, and
Perfons beyond the Seas. A publick Regifter eftablifhed.

The Charter granted by William Penn,to the Inhabitants is
confirmed. All who acknowledge one Almighty GOD,
fhall not be molefted in their religious Perfuafions in Mat
ters
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of Faith and Worfhip, and fhall not be compelled to
maintain or frequent any religious Miniftry.
Every firft
of thofd
fhall
be
a Day of Reft.
None
Week
the
of
Day
Articles fhall be altered without confent of the Governot
or his Deputy, and fixParts in feven of the Freemen met in
Provincial Council and General Affembly. This was
figned and fealed by the Governor and Freemen or Ad
venturers in London 5th Day of the third Month called
May 1682.
ters

certain Conditions agreed upon by the
the Adventurers and Purchafers, July 1 r,
and
Proprietor,
convenient Roads and Highways be
for
Inftance,
1681,
laid out before the dividend of Acres to the Purchafers -,
Land fhall be laid out to the Purchafers and Adventurers
by Lot. Every thoufand Acres fhall fettle one Family.
All Dealings with the Indians fhall be in publick Market.
All Differences between the Planters and native In
dians fhall be ended by fix Planters and fix Natives.
Laws relating to Immorality fhall be the fame as in
England. In clearing of Land, one Acre of Trees fhall
be left for every five Acres, to preferve Oak and Mul
berries for Shipping and Si.lk.
None to leave the Province, without publication thereof
in the Market Place three Weeks before.
There

were

By a new Charter from the Proprietary fecond Day of
the fecond Month 168 3," there are fome Alterations made
in his firft Charter, principally as to the Numbers of
the Provincial Council and Affembly ; that is the Pro
vincial Council fhall confift of 1 8 Perfons, whereof 3
from each of the fix Counties ; the Affembly to confift
of ^6, that is 6 from each County ; as the Country in
creafes, the Provincial Council may be increafed to any
Number not exceeding 72 ; and the Affembly may be
increafed to any Number not exceeding 200 ; the other
Articles are much the fame as in the firft Charter : the
enacting Stile to be, ^ By the Governor, with the Appro
bation

.
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bation of the Freemen in Provincial Council and Affembly
and the General Affembly fhall be called, *' The
Meeting, Seffions and Proceedings of the General Affembly of
the Province of Pennfylvania, and the Territories thereunto
belonging. Nothing in this Charter to be altered, but
by Confent of the Governor and fix- 7ths of the Provincial
Council and Affembly.

met,"

This Charter of 1683, as inconvenient, was furrendred
Mr. Penn in the thirdMonth of 1 700 by fix 7ths of the
Freemen of the Province and Territories, and a new
Charter granted ; as this is now their ftanding Charter,
The Preamble runs thus,
we fhall
be more particular.
Whereas K. Charles lid granted to William Penn the
Property and Government of the Province of Pennfylva
nia March 4, 1680 ; and the Duke of York granted to
faid Penn the Property and Government of a Tract of
Land now called the Territories of Pennfylvania, Auguft
for theEn24, 1683 : And whereas the faid WilliamPenn
Anno
did
1683 grant and
couragement of the Settlers,
an
Inftrument
confirm to the Freemen by
entitled, The
or Frame
Which
:
Charter
&x
Frame of the Government,
not
fo
fuitable
to the
of
Parts
in
fome
it,
being found
was
delivered
of
the
Inhabitants,
prefent Circumftances
of the Affembly ano
up as above ; and at the Requeft
the
ther was granted by
Proprietary Mr. Penn in purfuandPowers
the
anceof
granted him by the Crown,
Rights
their former Liberties
Inhabitants
all
the
to
confirming
1. No Perfons
lieth.
in
him
far
as
fo
and Privileges,
live peaceably
and
one
in
who believe
Almighty GOD,
molefted
in their
fhall
be
Government
Civil
the
under
to

religious Perfuafions, nor compelled to frequent or main
tain any religious Worfhip contrary to their Mind. That
all Perfons who profefs to believe in Jesus Christ, are
in any Capacity ;
capable of ferving the Government
when
required, Allegiance to
they folemnly promifing,
the
to
and
Proprietor and Governor.
the Crown,
Fidelity
firft
the
Day oiOftober for ever,
2. That annually upon

there
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there fhall an Affembly be chofen, to fit the fourteenth
Day of the fame Month, viz. four Perfons out of each
County, or a greater Number as the Governor and
Aflembly may from Time to Time agree : with all the
Powers and Privileges of an Affembly as is ufual in any
of the King's Plantations in America ; two thirds of the
whole Number that ought to meet fhall be a Quorum ;
to fit upon their own Adjournments.
3. The Freemen
at their Meeting for electing Reprefentatives to chufe
Sheriffs and Coroners ; the Juftices in the refpective Coun
ties to nominate Clerks of the Peace. 4. The Laws of the
Government fhall be in this Stile, By the Governor with
the Confent and Approbation of the Freemen in General Af
fembly met. 5. No Perfon to be licenfed by the Gover
nor to
keep an Ordinary or Tavern but fuch as are re
commended by the Juftices of the County.
6. No al
teration to be made in this Charter without the Confent
of theGovernor and fix Parts of feven of the Affembly
met.
Signed William Penn at Philadelphia in Pennfyl
vania, Otlober 28, 1701, and. the twenty firft Year of
Notwithstanding any thing formerly
my Government.
alledging, the Province and Territories to join together
in Legislation, Mr. Penn hereby declares, that if any Time
hereafter within three Years, their refpective Affemblies
fhall not agree to join in Legiflation, and fhall fignify
the fame to me ; in fuch Cafe the Inhabitants of each
of the three Counties of the Province fhall not have lefs
than eight Reprefentatives, and the Town of Philadel
phia when incorporated, fhall have two Reprefentatives.
The Inhabitants of each County in the Territories fhall
have as many Perfons to reprefent them in a diftinct
Affembly for the Territories, as be by them requefted.
Province and Territories fhall enjoy the fame Charter
This Charter of Privileges
Liberties and Privileges.
was thankfully received the fame Day by the
Affembly,
and figned by their Order ; and figned by a Number
of the Proprietary and Governor's Council.
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The Report is probable, that Mr. Penn, befides his
Royal Grant of the Province of Pennfylvania, had more
over a grant of the fame from the Duke of
York, to ob
viate any Pretence, that the Province was
comprehended
in a former Royal Grant of New Netherlands to the
Duke of York.
Mr. Penn's firft Charter Conceflions, or Form of Go
vernment to the Settlers, feems Utopian and Whimfical ;
conftituting a Legiflature of three Negatives, viz. the
Governor, and two diftinct Houfes of Reprefentatives
chofen by the Freemen ; one called the Provincial Coun
cil of 72 Members, the other was called the Provincial
Affembly of 200 Members ; the Council had an exor
bitant Power of exclufive deliberating upon and prepar
ing of all Bills for the Provincial Affembly ; the execu
tive Part of the Government was
entirely with them.
The Provincial Affembly, in the Bills to be enacted, had
no deliberative Priviledge, only a Yes or No ; Thefe
Numbers of Provincial Council and Provincial Affembly
feem to be extravagantly large for an infant Colony ; per
haps he was of Opinion with fome good Politicians, that
there can be no general Model of CivilGovernment ; the
Humours or Inclinations, and Numbers of various Soci
eties muft be confulted and varioufly fettled : A fmall
Society naturally requires the Deliberation and general
Confent of their Freemen for Taxation and Legiflature ;
when the Society becomes too numerous for fuch univerfal Meetings ; a Reprefentation or Deputation from fe
veral Diftricts is a more convenient and eafy Adminiftra
His laft and prefent ftanding Charter to the In
tion.
habitants of the Province and Territories of Pennfylvania,
Otlober 28, 1701, runs into the other extreme; The
Council have no Negative in the Legiflature, and only
ferve as the Proprietaries Council of Advice to the Pro
prietaries Governor : 1 746 by Act of Parliament, the
Negative of the Board of Aldermen in London, for cer
tain Reafons was abrogated. A Council chofen by the
People, to negative, Refolves of Reprefentatives alfo apVol. II.
Q^q
pointed
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the People feems to be a Wheel within a
and
Wheel,
incongrous : But a Council appointed by the
Court of Great-Britain as a Negative, feems to be good
Policy, by way of Controul up®n the exceffes of the Go
vernor on the one Hand, and of the
People by their Re
on the other Hand.
prefentatives
The Province of Pennfylvania fome Years fince was
mortgaged to Mr. Gee and others for £. 6,600 Sterl.
In the Year 17 13, Mr. Penn by Agreement made over
all his Rights in Pennfylvania to the Crown, in Confide
ration of £. 12,000 Sterl. but before the Inftrument of
Surrender 'was executed, he died Apoplectick, and PennJylvania ftill remains with the Family of Penns.
Upon the firft Settlement of Pennfylvania, Mr. Penn
ftipulated with the aboriginal Natives the Indians, that
they fhould fell no Lands to any Perfon but to himfelf
or his
Agents ; this was confirmed by fubfequent Pro
vince Laws : on the other fide, Mr. Penn*s Agents were
not to
occupy or make Grants of any Lands, but what
were fairly
purchafed of the Indians ; for Inftance, a few
Years ago, the Delegates of the fix Nations of Iroquois
for a certain Confideration in Goods, releafed their
Claims to all Lands both fides of the River Safquahanna,
fo far South as the Province of Pennfylvania reaches,
and fo far North as the Blue or Kittatinny Mountains,
and received pay in Part ; beginning of July
1J4.2,
the fix Nations had a Congrefs with Governor Thomas
and eight of his Council at Philadelphia, to receive the
other Moiety as per Agreement ; we fhall take this
Op
portunity of prefenting this as a Specimen of an Affortment of Goods in demand with the Indians.
60 Rufl. Shirts
8 doz. Gimblets
24 Guns
600 lb. Powder
Hats
2
25
doz.Tob.Tongs
600 lb. Lead
iooo Flints
Shoes
25

pointed by

25 pieces Strouds
90 pieces Duffils
30 Blankets

50 Hoes
50 Hatchets
5 lb. Vermillion

62 Yar. ha. thick

10

doz. Knives

pair
pair Stockings
25 pair Buckles.

25

(
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The

Story of William Penn's obtaining the Grant of
Pennfylvania, is in this Manner. Admiral Penn and Ge
neral Venable were fent 1655 by Oliver Cromwell with a
confiderable Sea and Land Force to reduce Hifpaniola in
the Spanifh Weft- Indies, which they did not effect, but
reduced the Spanifh Ifland now called Jamaica, which
remains in Poffeffion of the Crown of Great-Britain to
this Day.
Admiral Penn upon the Reftoration became
a
Royalift,wasknighted,and commanded the EnglifhFleet
under theDuke of York againft the Dutch commanded by

Opdam 1665. Admiral Penn's Son, William
Penn, perhaps in fome Whim, put himfelf at the head
of the Quakers, and upon his Petition to the King, in
Admiral

Confideration of his Father's Services, and Arrears due
from the Crown, he obtain'd a Royal Patent for the
Province of Pennfylvania and a grant from the Duke of
York, of the three lower Counties on the Weft Side of
Delaware Bay and River, being part of New-Netherlands
by Royal Grant to Duke of York, his Heirs and Affigns..
This William Penn was much in favour with King James
II, as being head of a confiderable Body of Sectaries cal
led Quakers •, by Reafon of this particular Countenance,
Mr. Penn was fufpected to be a Papift, and a Jefuite in
the difguife of a Quaker ; at the Revolution, upon this
Sufpicion, King William deprived Mr. Penn of the
Privilege of appointing a Governor for Pennfylvania, and
Col. Fletcher was appointed by the Crown, but upon Mr.
Penn's Vindication of himfelf, he was reftored to his
Right of Government, and continued to appoint Lieut.
Governors or Deputies as formerly.
The Boundaries

of the

Province and Territories

of Penn

fylvania, Rivers, and Diftances of fome noted Places.
The Northern Boundary of the Province, is the 42
parallel of Latitude, from Delaware River (about
20 Miles above the Station Point on Delaware River*
where the North Eafterly divifional Line between the

d.

Pro*
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New-Jerfey begins,) Weft,

the Extent of 5 d. in Longitude, being about 250
Englifh Statute Miles ; Thence in a Line parallel with
theRiver of Delaware at 5 d. Longitude W. from the faid
River, to a parallel of Latitude 15 Miles South of the
moft Southern Part of Philadelphia, being about 155
Miles ftrait Courfe ; along this parallel 15 Miles South
of Philadelphia to the River Delaware
Miles ;
Thence up along Delaware River to 42 d. N. Lat. which
in a ftrait Line may be about 153 Miles.
The Territories of Pennfylvania called the three lower
Counties upon Delaware River, are bounded, Eaftwardly
by Delaware River, from the North Part of New-Caftle
territorial Circle, to Cape Henlopen at the entrance of De
laware Bay, about 80 Miles ftrait, but much more as the
Shore or Country Road runs : Southwardly and Weftwardly they are bounded as per Agreement between Lord
Baltimore of Maryland, and the Penns of Pennfylvania
1732, and confirmed in the Chancery of England, 1750
in thefe Words, " That a due Eaft and Weft Line be
run from
Cape Henlopen to the middle of the Peninfula,
and the faid ftrait Line to run from the Weftward Point
thereof, Northwards up the faid Peninfula (and above
the faid Peninfula, if it required) till it touched, or made
a Tangent to
the Weftern Part of the
Periphery of
the faid twelve Miles Circle, and the faid due South and
North Line to run from fuch Tangent, till it meets
with the upper or more Northern Eaft and Weft Line,
and the faid upper Eaft and Weft Line to
begin from
the Northern Point or End of the faid South and North
Line, and to run due Weftward, (N. B..f this is a de
lineation of the South Line of the Province of Penn
fylvania) at prefent crofs Safquahanna River, and 25
to

f In the Survey 1739, oi the E. and W. divifional Line (about 1 5
Miles South of the Southermoft Part of the City oi
Philadelphia) be
tween Pennfyl'vama and
Maryland; the Surveyors allowed a Variation
of 5 d. 30 m. W. and found there was about one
Degree Variation
for every twenty late Years.
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Statute Miles at leaft on the Weftern Side of faid
and to be 15 Englifh Statute Miles South of the
Latitude of the moft Southern Part of the faid City of
Philadelphia, were, and fhall, and fhould at all Times
for ever hereafter be allowed and efteemed to be the true
and exact Limits and Bounds, between the faid Pro
vince of Maryland, and the faid three lower Counties of
*New-Caftle, Kent, and Suffex, and between the faid Pro
vinces of Maryland and Pennfylvania." -f

Englifh
River,

As the

Controverfy

of

a

long Standing, concerning

Boundaries, between Lord Baltimore of Maryland, and
the Penns of Pennfylvania, has made much Noife ; we
fhall infert a fhort Abftract of the fame, for the Amufe
ment of the Curious.
Lord Baltimore's Royal Grant of Maryland was about
50 Years prior to Mr. Penn's Grant of Pennfylvania,
but in Baltimore's Grant there was an exception of Lands
then belonging to the Dutch, which are at prefent the
three lower Counties upon Delaware River ; when Mr.
Penn took Poffeffion he found one Dutch and three
Swedes

Congregations.
grand Difpute was concerning the Conftruction of
the Expreffion 40 d. of Latitude ; Maryland Grant 1632,
fays, to the 40 d. of Lat. which Maryland Side of the
Queftion conftrue to be to 40 d. compleaw ; PennfylThe

f They mutually Quit Claim,

viz. Charles Lord

Baltimore

Quit-

Claims to John Penn, Thomas Penn, and Richara Penn, and their Heirs
and Affigns, all his Pretenfions to the Province of Pennfylvania, and
the three lower- Counties of New Caftle, Kent, and S^ftex, to be fo
bounded as aforefaid free of all Incumbrances by Cecilius Baron of
Balti&tire, Great Grand Father, Charles Grand Father, Benedicl Fa
ther to faid Charles, and by him the faid Charles, his Heirs and
Afligns. And on the other Side,^6« Penn, Thomas Penn, and Richard
Penn for themfelves and their Heirs Quit Claim unto Charles Lord
Baltimore arid his Heirs, all their Pretenfions to the Province of Ma
ryland, to be fo bounded as aforefaid, free of all Incumbrances, by
William Penn the Grand- Father, William Penn the Father, Springet
Penn, William Penn the Son, John Penn, Thomas Penn and Richard

Penn their Heirs

or

Affigns.
vania
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vtnia Grant 1682, fays, to begin at the beginning of the
40th d. which the Penfylvania Side conftrue to be juft
after 39 d. is compleated ; * thus there was a Difpute of
the Extent of one Degree in Latitude or 69 Englifh

Miles.

Confidering that Maryland Grant was Prior, and that
Maryland People had made confiderable Improve
ments by Poffeffions, within that Degree of Latitude ;
the Affair was compromifed feemingly in favour of
the

Maryland by a written Agreement May 10, 1732,35 is
above related : and that in two Kalender Months from
that date, each Party fhall appoint Commiflioners not
more than feven, whereof three or more of each Side
may act or mark out the Boundaries aforefaid, to begin
at furtheft fome time in Otlober 1732, and to be com
pleated on or before 25th December 1733, and when fo
done, a Plan thereof fhall be figned, fealed and delivered
by the CommifTioners and their Principals, and fhall be
entred in all the publick Offices in the feveral Provinces
and Counties ; and to recommend to the refpective Le
giflatures to pafs an Act for perambulating thefe Boun
daries at leaft once in three Years.
The Party defaulting, to pay to the other Party on
demand fix thoufand Pound Sterling ; accordingly the
Commiflioners refpectively appeared, but upon fome
Differences in Opinion, the Boundaries were not made in
the Time limited ; the failure was in Lord Baltimore's
Side, who alledged that he had been deceived in fixing
Cape Henlopen 20 Miles South Wefterly of the Weftern
Cape of Delaware Bay, whereas Cape Henlopen is the
Weftern Cape it felf ; the Penns affirm, that the Weftern
Cape is Cape Cornelius, and Cape Henlopen is about four
Hours Southwardly of it, according to the Dutch
Maps
and Defcriptions publifhed about the Time when Lord
Baltimore obtained his Grant.
*

after

Thus in other Affairs
1

700, it is called

the

;

for

Inftance, in political Computation,

eighteenth Century.
Becaufe
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Becaufe of Nonperformance, the Penns 1735 exhibi
ted a Bill in the Chancery of Great- Britain againft Lord
Baltimore, praying that the faid Articles may be decreed
to fubfift and be carried into Execution, and that any
Doubts arifen may be cleared by faid Decree.
After tedious delays, at length May 15, 1750, Lord
Chancellor decreed Cofts of Suit againft Baltimore, and
that the Articles of May 10, 1732, be carried into Exe
cution ; and that before the End of three Kalender
Months from May 15, they fhould execute^ two feveral
proper Inftruments for appointing Commiflioners, not
more than 7 of a Side ; any three or more of a Side may
run and mark the Boundaries, to begin fome Time in
November next, and to be compleated on or before the
laft Day of April 1752, to be Signed, cjrV. Recorded,
&c and Enacted, &c. as per Agreement of 1732 above
related. Lord Chancellor decreed concerning the late
Difputes, 1. That the Center of the Circle be fixed in
2. That the
the middle of the Town of New Caftle.
faid Circle ought to be of a Radius of 12 Englifh Miles.
to be deemed at the Place
3. That Cape Henlopen ought
laid down in the Maps annexed to the Articles of 1732.
The Commiflioners appointed by each Party met at
NewCaftle, November 15, 1750, they agreed on a Center
in NewCaftle, from whence the 12 Miles Radij are to
proceed ; but a Difpute arofe concerning the Menfuration
of thefe 12 Miles. Lord Baltimore's Commiflioners alledged, that thefe Miles ought to be meafured fuperficially ; the Penns Commiflioners alledged, that confidering
the various Inequalities of the Ground, fuch Radij could
not extend equally, .confequently from them no true
Arch of a Circle could be formed, and infilled upon
Geometrical and Aftronomical Menfurations : Thus the
Proceedings of the Commiflioners ftopt, and they wrote
to their refpective Principals for further Inftructions re
lating to that Point, and adjourned to April 25, 1751.

The c«nfiderable Rivers in

Ptnfyhma

fve Delaware

(Sfhyl-
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{SchylKill River falls into Delaware at Philadelphia) and
Safquahanna. Delaware Bay begins at Lewis's near
Cape Henlopen ; || from thence with the various Turnings
of the Bay and River or publick Road to New-CaftU are
about 93 Miles ; from New-Caftle to Philadelphia are
the

35 Miles, from Philadelphia to Trent Town Falls are %$
Miles, thefe are the firft Falls in this River, and the

Tide reaches up fo high ; thefe Falls are practicable, and
the River navigable withBoats that carry 8 or qTunsIron,
40 Miles higher to Durham Iron Works ; this Ijtiver pro
ceeds from the Weft Side of the Cat-kill Mountains of
the Province of New-York.
From Trent-Town' Falls, this
River is practicable upwards of* 1 50 Miles for Indian
Canoe Navigation, feveral fmall Falls or carrying Places
Id a late noted vagrant Enintervening. Mr. Wh
thufiaftick Preacher, purchafed a confiderable quantity of
Lands in the Fork of Delaware Oliver, about 50 MHes
above Trent Town Falls, for the education and civilizing
of Negroes, as he pretended ; but as he could not anfwer
the Purchafe Money, he was obliged to relinquifh it.
All his Schemes were ill projected and ill founded : His
Grand Church or Meeting- Houfe in Philadelphia, by
him declared to be free to all Chriftian Itinerants, as
he was a Man of no Penetration, he was not capable
of finifhing it, and it was transferred to a Society for pro
pagating of Literature, a much more laudible Inftitution,'
than that of propagating Enthufiafm, Idlenefs, and fanctiHis Orphan Houfe in Georgia of Southfied Amours.
a
in
barren
infalubrous Country, his firftProject,
Carolina,
for
Itinerant
pretence
begging, is almoft come to

nothing.
The other confiderable River is part of Sefquahanna ;
fee Vol. II. P. 282, its main Branch comes from fome
Ponds a little South of Mohawks River in the Province
of New-York ; from the head of this Branch to the

||
W.

At

Cape Henlopen 1748, the Variation of the Compafs

was

4 d.

decreafing,

Falls

Of Pennsylvania.
Falls below Wioming

*

there is

no

3T3

Obftruction, and

Indian Canoe Navigation ; and thence to Paxton
are 5 or 6 Falls which may be fhot
pretty fafely with a
has
frefh : This River
many good Branches for IndianSkin
Trade, fome of thefe Branches communicate with the
Countries beyond the Mountains. Sefquahanna River is
wide but fhallow.
Delaware, Sefquahanna and Potomack
Indian
the
Traders in the Summer Seafon.
fordable
are
by
The Indian Traders fet out beginning of May and
continue 3 or 4 Months out ; they buy the Skins not of
the Indians,but of Settlers who deal with the Indians, cal
led by the Dutch Name of Handelaars or Traders ; they
purchafe only with Gold and Silver, and carry their
Skins in Wagons to Philadelphia ; the Road is about
20 Miles below the foot of the blue Mountains.
They
travel from Philadelphia to Lancafter 60 Miles {Lancafter
is 10 Miles Eaft of Sefquahanna River) thence 40 Miles
to Paxton or Harris's Ferry, thence 40 Miles to Shippenshurg in the Province of Pennfylvania, thence 45 Miles
to Potomack River (the Width of Maryland is here about
A few
20 Miles) which divides Maryland from Virginia.
Miles Weft of Pttomack River in Virginia for fome Years
have been ufed with good Effect by bathing and drinking
fome tepid medicinal Waters, they have no mineral
Tifte, and do not offufcatvfhe Glafs like Briftol hot Well

good

Water.
In Pennfylvania there is no real Sea Line excepting
the Weft Side of Delaware Bay. The Navigation of
Philadelphia is almoft every Winter ftopt up by Ice for
The Coaft of New-York, Jerfies
two or three Months.
and Pennfylvania is free from Ship Worms or Teredines.
Land Winds blow almoft three quarters of the Year.
The Blue or Kittatinny Mountains begin in Pennfylva
nia, are about 900 Miles in Length and 70 to 100 Miles
*
About 50 Miles below Wioming is the Indian Tribe of Shamoiix
in the Fork of Sefquahanna, and about 50 Miles below Shamokin is
Paxton or Harris's Ferry.

Vol. II.
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Concerning Indian Affairs.
I fhall here mention fome additional Obfervations
concetning the Indians in general, and fome of their
late Treaties with the Britifh Governments, particularly
that of Lancafter in Pennfylvania, Anno 1 744, as confift
ing of the greateft variety of Articles negotiated with three
diftinct Britifh Provinces or Colonies.
When Tribes or Nations of Indians go to War againft
one another,
they feldom make it up (the Indians are
the moft implacable of Mankind) but by the Deftruction
of one or the other Side, or by a flavifh Submiflion.
The Iroquois or Six Nations of Mohawks, as we call
them, have for many Years been at War (thefe Wars
are
only clandeftine Incurfions with Maffacrees and De
predations ) with the Catawbas and Cbtrakees, the Cherakees and fix Nations as being too diftant to annoy one
another much, have come to fome Accommodation,
but the State of War with the Catawbas continues.
The Pennfylvanians never loft one Man by any French
or Indian War, but in
perfonal Broils and Encounters
Perfons have loft their lives on both Sides.
The Mohawks by the Englifh give Name to all the
fix Nations, though the fmalleft of the Tribes. The
Tufcaroras are an adventitious Tribe, being Emigrants
or Profugi'm the North-Carolina Wars 17 12 and 1716,
they were allowed to fettle by the ancient five confede
rate Nations amongft them.
For fome Time paft, a kind of Party Divifion hath
fubfifted among the fix Nations : The Mohawks, Onon
dagues and Senecas formed one Party ; the Onoydes, Tuf
caroras and
Coyugas the other Party.
The fix Nations fay that the Delaware and Sefquahanna
Indians were conquered by them, and therefore have no
Right to difpofe of Lands.
The Indian Delegates at the Congrefs of Lancaftery
well
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well obferved

to the Commiflioners from Virginia, Ma
and Pennfylvania ; that what the Indians received
of them were Goods foon perifhable, but what they
received of the Indians, were Lands which endured

ryland,
for

ever.

The Indians are fupplied by the Englifh with Provi
fions coming and going in all Treaties. * They have their
Guns, Hatchets, and Kettles mended Gratis.
In all Congrefs's the Indians approve of each Article
by a Yo hah, the Englifh ufe a Huzza.
The Indians ufe peculiar Appellations for the Gover
Provinces qt Colonies ; for Inftance,
nors of the feveral
the Governors of Virginia are called Affarogoa, thofe of
Pennfylvania, Onas ; thofe of Canada, Onarido ; and lately
they have fixed the Name of Tocarry hogan (fignifying
excellent) for the Governors of Maryland.
We may here obferve, the great variety in the hu
mours of diftant Nations, we fhall here Inftance that of
their Speech or Words ; In the Eaft Indies and China,
their Words are generally Monofyllables, in the WeftIndies their Words are generally Pollyfyllables of an un
couth length ; thus the fix Nations at the Lancafter
Congrefs, fay, all the World knows, that they had con
quered (confequently their Lands at our difpofalj feveral
Nations on the back or Weft Side of the great Mountains
of Virginia, viz. the Conoy-uch fuch roona, Coch now wasroonon, Tohoa irougb roonon, and Conutfkin ough roonaw.
The fix Nations by natural Inclination are difpofed to
Warlike Enter prizes, and are never at Peace with all
In a Speech at a Congrefs with the
their Neighbours.
*

Appendix to a late Hiftory of the five Indian Nations,
pleafant or ludicrous Story of this Nature ; in the Lan
cafter Congrefs with the Indians, 1744, the Commiflioners of Virginia,
MaryUnd, and Pennfylvania, having told the Indian Delegates of the
fix Nations, that the King of Great Britain, had lately beat the
French both by Sea and Land ; the Indian Delegates obferved, that
we

In the
have a

in Confequence, the Engiifh mud have taken a great deal of Rum
from the French, therefore you can the better fpare fome of that Li
quor, to make us rejoice with jou in thefe Victories.

Eng|ifh,
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Englifh, they

faid that if Chriftians go

Political,
to

War

&c.

againft

another, they in Time make Peace together

; but
it is not fo with the Indians.
The Indians when they pafs by a friendly Fort march
in a fingle Line, and falute the Fort by a running Fire.
Nanandagues is a fecond Settlement of Deferters from
the fix Nations ; they live near Montreal.
The Britifh Northern Colonies are the Frontiers and
Defence of all other Britifh Colonies, againft the War
like robuft Northern Indians ; thu9 it has in all Times
been in Europe and Jfia, the hardy robuft Goths {Getaoi
AJia) Vandals &c. from the NorthernClimates over- run the
effeminate, indolent, relaxed Southerly People if not
checkt ; the Indians of the higher Latitudes in NorthAmerica and in Chili of South America, made a much bet
ter Stand againft the European\t\tr\.\i\or\s, than the Indians
of Mexico and Peru who live between or near theTropicks.
It is conjectured that fix hundred fighting Men may be
afforded by the Indian Settlements on Sefquahanna River
and its Branches.
In all our Northern Colonies, there are or have been
referved Lands for feveral Bodies or Villages of inter
mixed Indians.
Although the Northern Indian Tribes as to Numbers
the* European
are contemptible, when compared with
to
in
a
be
Nations, they ought
political Awe to
kept
and
Incurfions
their
fkulking
Depredations upon
prevent
our Frontiers when pufhed on by a Rival
European
Power •, this cannot be done by ridiculous Feints ; for
Inftance, when we tell the Indians in fome Congrefs as
it happened 1746, that all the united Force of our Co
lonies with Ships of War and Soldiers from Great Britain,
are to mufter to reduce Canada ; but foon after nothing
is done or fo much as attempted ; thus we loofe our
Credit with the Indians, and in Fact they have impune
infulted us ever fince, in Nova-Scotia, and New-England
at the Inftigation of the Canada French.

one

The Indians

are

a

falfe but,

crafty People.

In

our

late

0/
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late War with the French Nation and their American
Colonies, feveral diftant Tribes of Indians in expectation
of Prefents, faid they would, though really did not de
fign to relinquish the French Intereft ; fuch were theSbawanees Town upon Ohio River, the Maffafegues near Les
Etroits between Lake Erie and Lake Huron, confifting
of five Caftles or Villages of about 800 Men, and the
Twightwees on the Oubeck River in a Treaty at Lancafter,

The moft noted Congrefs with the Indian Delegates
for many Years, was that in June 1 744, held at Lancafter
in Pennfylvania, confifting of Commiflioners from the
three Provinces of Pennfylvania, Maryland and Virginia,
concerning a great variety of Articles, fuch as Quit
claiming of large Tracts of Lands to thefe Governments
refpectively, and receiving of Prefents upon their Pro
mife to affift the Britifh Intereft in the War lately com
menced againft the French.
1. They confirmed to the Proprietors of Pennfylva
nia all the Lands each Side of Sefquahanna River fo far
North as the Blue Mountains. They fettled the Affair
of fome Delaware Indians killing and robbing of Mr.
Trader and his

Servants.
that the Maryland and Vir
ginia People had fettled fome Land back of Virginia and
Maryland, without Confent of the fix Nations, or of
any Purchafe made from them, which Lands belong to
the fix Nations by their Conqueft over the ancient In
dian Poffeffors.
Hereupon the Indians by an Inftrument
in Writing releafed all their Lands in Maryland^ to
the Maryland Commiflioners for £. 300 in Goods va
lued in Pennfylvania Currency ; we fhall here give this

Armftrong
2.

a

The Indians

T About

two

complain,

Years fince, the Sefquahanna- or Conaftagoe Indians,
all the Land now poflefied by the People of Ma
them and their Heirs from Patuxen River on the Weft Side
100

by Treaty granted

ryland to
Chefapeak-Bay,
Bay.

of

and from

Choptank

River

on

the Eaft Side of faid
as

318 A Summary, Historical and Political, &c.
Inftance of the Advance

generally put ty the
Englifh Prime Cofts of Goods.
Strouds from 5 to £. 7 Vermillion
9/
Shirts
18/"
6f Flints per m.
Half thicks £.313 f \d Jews- Harps per doz. 3/ 1 od
1
Duffle Blankets
/
£. 7 Boxes per doz.
wt.
Guns
1
Bar
Lead
Ct.
40/
£
6f
per
Barrel Gunpowder £. 26 Shot
40/
3. The Commiflioners of Virginia, gave the Indians
£. 200 Pennfylvania Currency in Goods, and £. 200 in
Gold, as a Confideration for their Deed, recognizing
the King of Great- Britain's Right to all the Lands that
be by his Majefty's Appointment in the'
are or fhall
of
Virginia ; and the Indians defire that they
Colony

as an

Englifh

upon the

.

may have a further Confideration when the Settlements
increafed much further back, which the Commiflioners

The fix Indian Nations complain, the Treaty
to.
above 20 Years fince made at Albany was not obferved,
viz. the middle or ridge of the Hill on the back ©f Vir
ginia was fixed as a Boundary between the Indians who
live upon referved Lands in Virginia, and the Indians of
Another Article was to fettle an Indian
the fix Nations.
Road to pafs Southward on the back or Virginia. Another
Article was to bury in Oblivion, a Skirmifh which hap
pened in the back Parts of Virginia, between fome of
the Virginia Militia there, and a Party of rhe Indian
Warriors of the fix Nations ; upon this Account the
Commiflioners of Virginia, prefented the Indians with
Goods to the value of £. 100 Sterl.
4. As the French about this Time were declaring War
againft Great Britain ; to retain the fix Nations in the
Britifh Intereft ; after a proper Speech to the Indians,
Pennfylvania made them a prefent in Goods value £. 300
Pennsylvania Currency : Virginia gave them Goods to
the Value of £. 100 Sterl. and £. 100 in Gold, with a
Defire that they would fend fome of their Children to
be educated in Virginia, who might ferve as Interpreters
in Times to come ; the Indians anfwered, that they were

agreed

not

0/
not

inclined

to

Pennlylvania^

bring

The CommifTioners of
with £. 100 in Gold.

their Children up to

Maryland prefented
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Learning

:

the Indians

There are frequent Congreffes of the Britifh Provin
ces with their neighbouring Tribes or Nations of Indi
ans, efpeciaily of the Provinces of New-York and Pennfyl
vania with the fix Nations of Iroquois or Mohawks, to
retain the Indians in the Britifh Intereft ; thefe have a
good Effect, though generally they are only a piece of
Formality with this Conclufion, that the Indians were
pleafed with their Prefents and promifed Fidelity ; fome
times Affairs of Confequence are ,tranfadted, thus at
Albany in Auguft and September 1 746, there was a Treaty
between Governor Clinton and Council of the Province
of Now York, with Commiflioners from the Province of
Maffachufetts Bay on the one Part, and the fix united
Nations of Indians depending upon the Province of
New-York on the other Part ; to engage thefe Indians
in the Britifh Intereft, againft our Enemies the French,
to be aflifting in the Expedition againft Canada, to be
furnifhed with Arms, Ammunition, Cloathing, and Pro
vifions, and in their Abfence their Wives and Children
1
to be taken care of.
749, middle of Auguft, there ar
rived in Philadelphia the Deputies of many different Na
tions, in order to tranfact fome Affairs with the Govern
ment : The Deputies were of the Mohawks, Oneides9
Onondagues, Cayugas, Tufcaroras, Senecas, Shawanees, Nan*
ticokes, Delawares, Mohagins, and' Turks ; the whole
Number of Indians arrived in Philadelphia, Women and
Children included, were about 260.

Concerning
bers
ries

of

the City and Port of Philadelphia, the Num
the Inhabitants in the Province and Territo

of Pennfylvania.

Mr, Penn's

Charter
tween Delaware and

erecting Philadelphia (laying be
Schuyl-Kill Rivers,) into a Corpo

ration
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ration and City, is figned in Philadelphia, by William
Penn, Otlober 25, 1701, the thirteenth Year of the
Reign of King William the third, and the one and twen
tieth Year of my Government, to confift of a Mayor,
Recorder, Sheriff, and Town-Clerk, 8 Aldermen and 1 2
common Council Men, by the Name of the Mayor and
Commonality of the City of Philadelphia : The firft Sett
to be appointed by Mr. Penn ; and yearly thereafter on
the firft Day of the third Week in the eighth Month,
the Corporation to meet, the Mayor or Recorder prefent
with five or more of the Aldermen, and nine or more of
the common Council, to chufe one of the Aldermen to
be Mayor for that enfuing Year, and to fill up Vacancies
of Aldermen and Common Council ; all Officers to take
the Declarations and Profeffions directed in the Provincial
The Mayor, Recorder and Aldermen to be
Charter.
of
the Peace and of Oyer and Terminer ; any
Juftices
four or more of them (whereof the Mayor and Recorder
to be two) to hear all Cafes Capital or otherways Cri
minal, and with the Sheriff and Town Clerk to hold a
Court of Record quarterly for determining of Pleas and
other Matters.
The Mayor and Recorder fhall be of
the Quorum of the Juftices of the County Courts, Quarter
Seffions, Oyer and Terminer and Goal Delivery in the
faid County of Philadelphia ; and fhall have Power to
take Cognizance of Debts there, according to the
Statute of Merchants, and of Action Burnel. The Mayor
to appoint the Clerk of the Market.
The Sheriff to
The Corporation
be the Water Bailiff of the Province.
have Power to remove any Officer of their own for Mifbehaviour. No Meeting fhall be deemed a Common
Council unlefs the Mayor, Recorder, at leaft three of
the Aldermen, and nine of the Common Council be pre
fent ; a Power to admit Freemen into the Corporation,
to make By-Laws for the Government of the
City, to
impofe Fines for the Ufe of the Corporation ; none to be
admitted Freemen, but fuch as have been refident in the
City for two Years, and fhall have an Eftate oflnheri.
tance
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eance or Freehold therein worth
fifty Pounds in Money.
To have two Market Days every Week, the fourth and
feventh Day, two yearly Fairs (each to continue three
Days; May 16, and November 16. Philadelphia fhall
be a Port comprehending all Creeks and
Landings of
the Province.
The Situation of Philadelphia is bad, being at the
Confluence of two large frefh Water Rivers, Delaware
and Schuylkill, which renders their People obnoxious to
Pleuritick, Peripneumonick, Dyfenterick, and Intermitting
Fevers ; communibus amis in Proportion, they bury near
double tjie Number of People that are buried in Bofton
of New- England : It is well Plan'd or laid out, in a
Plain, confifting of 8 long Streets of two Miles, and 1 6
crofs Streets of one Mile each, at right Angles, with pro
per Spaces for publick Buildings. As we obferved be
fore, the long Streets were laid out with much exactnefs 1682. N. 18 d. E; and Anno 1742, in fome Law
Controversies, Mr. Parfons Surveyor General of Pennfyl
vania, found them to be 15 d. E. which is a Difference
of 3 d. in fixty Years, decreafing.
Philadelphia is nearly in 40 d. North Lat. and about
or
Hours
5
j$ d. Weft from London. In the Spring
1
749, the Dwelling-Houfes in Philadelphia, in Curiofity
were numbered by 12 Perfons, who each undertook a
Part ; Publick Buildings, Ware-Houfes, and Out- Houfes
not included ; in the feveral Wards, they were as follows,
in all 2076.
South Suburbs 150
147
High Street Ward
Ward
North
Duck Ward
196
245
Walnut Ward
488
Mulberry Ward
104
South Ward
Upper Delaware Ward 109
117
Lower Delaware Ward no
no
CheftnutWard
62
North Suburbs
Middle Ward
238
There were eleven Places of publick Religious , Worfhip,
mix. 1 Church of England, 2 Prefbyterians, 2 Quakers,
1
1
Svyedifh Manner, 1 Dutch Lutheran,

Baptift,

1

Dutch Calvinift,
Tol.
II.
vz.

1

Moravian,
S

s

1

Roman Catholick.
I
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I fhall here interfperfe fome Account of a laudable
Academy in Philadelphia *, with a publick- fpiri ted De
fign of encouraging Literature ; that is, political and na
tural Knowledge ; fome good deferving Gentlemen,- by

voluntary Subfcriptions, promife
Years, in proportion

to

each

to

pay

for five
which Sum

annually

Subfcription

;

in Grofs may amount to £. 5,000 Pennfylvania Currency.
The Subfcribers elect out of their Numbers 15 Truftees
to manage the Stock,
appoint Mafters with their Sala
ries, make Vifitations &c. At prefent they have three
Mafters and one Ufher ; the firft Mafter is called ReStor,
with an Ufher under him, he teaches Latin in all its
Gradations, even from the Rudiments if required, with
a Sallary of £. 200
Pennfylvania Currency per Ann. be
fides the Perquifites from his Scholars, which is
20/ En
trance, and £. 4 per Ann. for each Boy's Schooling : His
Ufher has,£. 60 -per Ann. with fome Perquifite of School
ing Fees. There is an Englifh School- Mafter at an
Allowance o\~ £. 150 per Ann. befides Perquifites from
his Scholars at the fame Rate with the Latin School.
A
Mathematical and Writing Mafter in the fame Perfon
allowed^. 100 per Ann. with Perquifites from Scholars
as the other Mafters have.
The Boys at this Time
(May 1751) are 60 to 70, increafing confiderably. The
Englifh Mafter teaches in fome Manner

Grammatically

conftrue Sentences, to point out the Verb with its
proper Antecedents and Relations. They have purcha
fed at a cheap Rate, a fine commodious
Building, it is
that Meeting Houfe upwards of 100 Feet
long a'nd 70
Feet wide, built in the Enthufiaftick Times of
Whttefield :
The Truftees at the
were
beginning
chiefly Prefbyteri
ans of the
New-light kind, but in a few Years one half
of them became Moravians, and a
Difpute arofe amongft
them, which Party fhould eftabltfh a
but as
to

Minifter,

*

torians,
t

a kind of CommonPlace, the Reader may excufe my
from the ftria formal ftiff Rules of fome
pedantick Hif-

As this is

deviating

the

@f
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Prefbyterians had it originally, they kept it to the
laft: This Divifion fubfifting, and the Work- men not
above half pay'd, both Sides agreed to difpofe of it for
the Ufe above-mentioned, and the Work- men were
pay'd off. The Subfcribers and their Truftees hope
before the Expiration of the five Years, to fall on Ways
and Means to render it perpetual ; they have applied
to the chief Proprietor Thomas Penn, Efq; to render it
per
petual, begging his Affiftance and Countenance ; but it
feems Mr. Thomas Penn had in view the Eftablifliment of
fuch a Seminary, entirely on his own Foundation, but not
in the City ; therefore it's doubted whether he may ingraft
his Scheme with this, or purfue his firft Intentions :
There is little or no hopes of receiving any "Encou
ragement from the publick Legiflature, the Majority of
the Affembly being Quakers, who have a large publick
Stock of their own for fuch a Purpofe, and have finifhed
a good commodious Houfe of their own for a School,
the Preceptor is a Quaker, with^. 100 Sterl. per Ann.
befides Fees for teaching, he is to teach twelve of the
poorer fort Gratis, f
That the Reader may make fome eftimate of the Pro
portions of the various Sectaries in Philadelphia, I fhall
here obferve that in the laft fix Months of 1750, there
were buried in Philadelphia,
Swedes
28
15 Dutch Lutherans
26
Dutch
Calvinifts
Prefbyterians
39
Baptifts
9 Roman Catholicks
15

the

Quakers
»

104

Burials for the 12 Months of 1750, Chrift Church
Parifh, Church of England 129. Negroes 84.
f As I formerly mentioned, Vol. II. P. 283, in New- Jerfey there
College lately erected by Governor Belcher, with ample Charter
Privileges, but without any fupport from the Publick, they depend
entirely on Donations and Berleftiflions, excepting that by Means of
jQottery they raifed £, iooo to 1 20c, to make a beginning ; a fixed
Place has been much controverted : They have a Divinity Profeffor,
is a

Profeffor of natural PhHoibphy, and
allvpoorly provided f°r«

a

a

Matter of
;

a

Gram mer School,

■■•

Amo
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Anno

eftimated about
In the Province of Penn
11,000 Whites, 600 Blacks.
no
its
and
fylvania
Territories,
regular Eftimate can be
made of the Inhabitants, becaufe there is no Poll Tax,
nor
any M'ditia Lift allowed for Alarums, or common
Trainings, as in the other Colonies, to form Eftimates by.
There is only one Cuftom-Houfe Collection in the pro
per Province of Pennfylvania, called the Port of Phila
delphia ; to form fome Notion of the extent of its
Trade and Navigation, I have inferted the following Ta
ble by way of a Specimen of what may be compofed
for each Cuftom-Houfe Port in Britifh North- America,
from the Cuftom-Houfe quarterly Accounts fent home.
Delaware River or the Port of Philadelphia is generally
Frozen up, and has no Navigation in the Months of Ja
nuary and February*
1

75 1, In

The following is

Veffels

at

Philadelphia

of Entries and Clearances of
Philadelphia, from March 1, 1 748,9, to
an

Account

December 25, 1749.
Entred Inw ards, from

Antigua
Anguilla
Auguftine.
Amboy
^Barbados
Bofton
Briftol
Bermuda
.

were

Cleared

12

5
4

3

29
2g
1.
1 1

Out, for

Antigua
Auguftine
Amboy
AnguilJa,

14

Barbados
Bofton
Bermuda
Cadiz

22

3
2

3
41

7
2

Cadiz;

5

Cape-Breton

1

Cagliaria

2

Corocoa
Chebucta
Fiall
Ireland

6

Coracoa
Cowes
Deal

Glafgow
Hifpaniola
Havanna

Ireland

2

21
1

1

5
4

17

Jamaica

Jamaica,
Lifbon

London

Lewis-Town

3
2

19
22
2

5
x

Madeira

Of Pennsylvania^
Entred Inwards, from

Jamaica

13

Lifbon

Liverpool
London
Lewis-Town
Madeira
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Cleared
Madeira

Out, for
15

5
3

Maryland

8

Newfoundland

5

9

New- York
North Carolina
Nantucket

6

2

7
4

New -York

North-Carolina
Nantucket
New-London
Portfmouth

Rhode-Ifland

23

St. Chriftophers
Surranam
St. Euftatia
Salem

South Carolina
St. Chriftophers
St. Euftatia

10

Teneriffe

1

Plymouth

1

Providence

8

Salem
Turks-Ifland

Virginia

3
3
8

Weft-Indies

2

Virginia

7

In all

6nows
Scooners

Sloops

Lift,

303.
is

1

25
23
S
1

6
2

12

In this

1

1

8

1

5

Tortola
Teneriffe

Ships
Brigs

2

New-London
15 Providence
5 Rotterdam
4 Rhode-Ifland
1
South -Carolina

Maryland

In the above

6

6

In all 291
Lift, is

Ships
Brigs

6*4
65
26

Snows
Scooners

21

Sloops

112

62
72
25
25
1 1
9

Total 303

Total 291
There

are now

in the

remaining

Harbour, 19 Ships,
9 Snows, 8 Brigs, 2 Scooners, and

1

Sloop.

In all 39.

As in the Province of Pennfylvania, there is no Poll
Tax, neither any Militia incorporated and regulated ;
we can give no Eftimate of their Numbers of Whites
and Slaves, by proportional Calculations,

gt6 ^Summary,
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There never was any Militia within this Colony on a
legal Eftablifliment ; what not long ago appeared and
made fuch a Show by their Numbers, were only Voluntiers commiffioned by the Governor : The Quakers have
Always been about three Quarters of the Affembly, though
in Number perhaps not exceeding one Quarter of the
People ; the Quakers artfully petfuade the Dutch and
Germans, that if they chufe others than Quakers for their
Reprefentatives, they would immediately have a Militia
Law impofed on them, which would fubject them to
greater Slavery, than what they fuffered in their own

Country.
This Colony by Importation of Foreigners and other
Strangers in very great Numbers, grows prodigioufly ;
by their laborious and penurious Manner of living, in
Confequence they grow rich where others ftarve, and by
their fuperior Induftry and Frugality may in Time, out
The greateft
the Britifh People from the Colony.
Year of Importation of Germans, Irifh, a few Welch and
Scots, was from December 25, 1 728, to Decemb. 25, 1729/,
being about 6,200 Perfons : In the Year 1750, Germans
imported into this Province and Territories, were 4,317 ;
Britifh and Irifh Paffengers and Servants above iooo.
We omitted to obferve, that fome Palatines who came
over to New York by Queen Anne's Bounty,
1707, in
the Provinee of New- York, they were not allowed a
fufficient Encouragement of quantities of Land
and by
Encouragement of Sir William Keith Governor of Penn
fylvania, they removed to Pennfylvania.
The Numbers of Foreigners, principally Germans, im
ported into this Province or Colony, in the Courfe of
•

about 25 Years laft paft, has been fo exceffive ; that if
it is not limited by a Provincial Act, or by the dernier
Refource, an Act of the Britifh Parliament, the Pro
vince and Territories of Pennfylvania, may foon
.degene
rate into a foreign Colony, endangering the
Quiet of our

adjacent Colonies.

Wk
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The Legiflature.
In the Colony are only two
Negatives in the Ligiflature, the Governourand Houfe of Reprefentatives, called
the Affembly.
The Council fo called, is
only the Pro
Council
to the
prietors
Proprietors Governor, but not a
King's Council ; they have no Concern in the Legiflature
otherways than by advifing the Governor in his Nega
The Acts of Legiflature run thus ; Be it enatled
tive.
by the Honourable
.Efq; Lieutenant Governor of the
Province of Pennfylvania, and
of the. Counties of New
Caftle, Kent and Suffex on Delaware River ; by and with
the Confent of the Reprefentatives
of the Freemen of faid
Province, in General Affembly met.
The Governor of Pennfylvania is
only the Proprietaries
Penns Deputy, and is ftiled Lieutenant Governor and his
Honour ; his Sallary in late Years has been
per Annum
£ iooo Currency out of the Excife Duty for the Province
of Pennfylvania, and £ 200 per. Ann. from the Territories
called the three Lower Counties.
By Act of Parliament,
all Lieutenant Governors or Deputies nominated
by Lords
Proprietors or principal hereditary Governors of Britifh
Colonies in North- America, muft have the
Royal Ap

probation.

The proper Province of
Pennfylvania was at firft di
vided into the three Counties of
Philadelphia, Bucks and
Chefier, each fending eight Reprefentatives to the Affem
bly ; about 20 Years fince was added the County of
Lancafter fending four Reprefentatives ; and lately an
Addition is made of two new Counties back
inland, by
the Names of York and Cumberland,
they are allowed only
two Members each ; with two
Reprefentatives from the
City of Philadelphia make thirty four Reprefentatives,
which compofe the Houfe of
Affembly. The Qualifi
cation for an Elector or Elected, is, a Freeman
Refident
in the Country for two Years, and worth in real or
per
fonal Eftate, or both jointly, the Value of
Pounds

their Currency, which if
Oath or Affirmation.

Fifty

required,

is to be declared upon
The
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The three Lower Counties on Delaware River called
the Tetritories, are a diftinct Jurifdiction, and their Af
fembly of Reprefentatives confift of fix Members from
New-Caftle County, fix from Kent, and fix from Suffex
Counties, in all eighteen Members.
Their General Affemblies are annually elective on the
firft Day of the Month of Otlober. The Reprefentatives
are not by Towns or Parifh Elections
( Philadelphia
as in New -England Colonies, but by
County
Elections.
Pennfylvania proper, called the Province, for
many Years, confifted of only three Counties called the
Upper Counties, viz. Buckingham County, chief Town
Briftol, nearly over- againft Burlington of the Jerfies-.
Philadelphia County, chief Town Philadelphia, in about
40 d. N. LaL And Chefier County, chief Town Chefier,
about 15 Miles fon the River) below Philadelphia, and a
few Years fince was made the Inland County of Lancafter,
chief Town Lancafter, laying both Sides of Sefquahanna
River ; and very lately two more Inland Counties,2V£ and
Cumberland. The Territories are called the three Lower
Counties on Delaware River, viz. New-Caftle County,
chief Town New-Caftle, about 35 Miles below Philadel
phia : Kent County, chief Town Dover : and Lewis
County, chief Town Lewis or Horekil, near Cape-Henlopy
of Delaware Bay.

excepteo4)

\

Courts of Judicature.
all
returned by the Sheriff, excepting in
Juries
particular Cafes, but not often, there may be a ftruck
Jury by Confent of Parties, and that muft be in the Prefence of one of the Judges, the Sheriff, and the Parties.
The Sheriffs and Coroners are annually elected at the
fame Time with the Reprefentatives, by a County Elec
tion ; the People elect two for each Office, out of which
the Governor chufes one, who in the fame Manner may
be re-elected for three Years running, but- after three
Years, can not be reelected, but by the intervention of
three Years out of Office, and then is capable of "a neware

Election.

Juftices

Of

Pennsylvania.
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Justices of the Peace, are all of the Governors appoint
ing, and fit in Quarter Seffions, conformable to the Laws
and Inftitutionsof England.
The Judges of the Common Pleas are the Juftices of
the Peace in each refpective County ; when the Quarter
Seffions are finifhed, they continue to fit in Quality of
the fudges of Common Pleas by Commiffion from the
7 r ;ir prefent Times of Sitting are,
Governor.
For the County of Philadelphia, at Philadelphia the
Hrft Monday in March, June, September and December.
For the City of Philadelphia, the Mayor's Courts are
the firft Tuefday in January, April, July, and laft Tuefday
in Otlober.
For the County of Buckingham, or Bucks at New-Town
1 Miles Weft from Briftol) on the eleventh Day fol
(4
lowing the Courts of Philadelphia County.
For the County of Chefier, at Chefier the laft Tuefday
in May, Auguft, November, and February.
For the County of Lancafter, at Lancafter firft Tuef
day in February, May, Auguft, and November.
For the County of Suffex, at Lewis, the firft Tuefday
in February, May, Auguft, and November.
For the County of Kent, at Dover, the fecond Tuefday
of tre laft faid Months.
For the County of New-Caftle, at New-Caftle the third
Tuefday of faid Months.
The fupreme Court confifts of a chief Juftice and two
Affiftant Judges commiffioned by the Governor : They
have all the Authority of the King's Bench, Common-Pleas,
and Court of Exchequer in England, in the Words of the
Provincial Law ; they not only receive Appeals, but all
Caufes once commenced in the Inferior Courts, after the
firft Writ, may be moved thither by a Habeas Corpus,
Certiorari, Writs of Error, &c.
The Judges of this Supreme Court have alfo a Stand
ing and diftinct. Commiffion, to hold as to them fhall
feem needful, Courts of Oyer and Terminer, and general
T t
Goal
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Goal Delivery throughout the Province, and are Juftices
of the Peace in every County.
The fupreme Courts in Pennfylvania are held at Phi
ladelphia, tenth Day of April, and the twenty-fourth Day
of September.
There is an Officer called the Regifier General, for the
Probate of Wills and granting Letters of Adminiftration,
whofe Authority extends all over the Province, but exe
cuted by a Deputy in each refpective County, except at
Philadelphia, where he is obliged to refide himfelf. He
or his
Deputies in Cafe of any Difpute or Caveat entred,
may call two of the Juftices of the Peace to aflift him in
giving Decifion$. The Authority of this Officer, and of
all the others above-mentioned, is founded on Acts of
Affembly, impowering the Governor to commiffion and
appoint fuch as feem to him qualified for that Purpofe.
The Court of Vice- Admiralty, is, as in the other Colo
nies, by Commiffion from the Admiralty in England.
The Jufticiary Court of Admiralty, is, as in the other
Colonies, by Commiffion under the Broad Seal of En
gland, fome of the neighbouring Provinces being inclu
ded in one and the fame Commiffion ; the Judges are
the Governors, Councils, Captains of Men of War, prin
cipal Officers of the Cuftoms, and fome Juftices of the
Peace.
The

prefent Taxes,

or

Provincial Revenue.

This confifts of, i. Excife, which is 30/ per Pipe of
Wine, and ^.d. per Gallon of Rum fold in publick Hou
fes ; may amount to about £. .3,000 Currency ; it would
be much more if properly collected.
2. The
Intereft
of
their
let
out
Money
Paper Currency
by the Loan
Office on Land Security, which may be about £.
5,000
per Ann. Thefe two Articles have hitherto been fuffi
cient to pay the Governor and other Officers of the Go
vernment, to defray the Charges of Treaties and Prefents
to

0/ Pennsylvania."
the Indians, and in general for all
whatfoever.

to
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publick Charges

Moreover, there is in each refpectiveCounty, a County
Tax towards their Courts of Juftice, High
ways, Bridges,
&c,and a Poor Tax. Yearly at the fame Time with the
Election of Reprefentatives in each County, are elected
fix Affeffors and three others called a Court of
Delegates ;
thefe Delegates are to Sit and receive Appeals from Peo
ple who think themfelves aggrieved in their Affeffments.
The Affeffors without any further Enquiry, by the Affiftance of the former Years Books, make what
Judgment
they think proper of every Man's Eftate and Faculty,
and Rate them from 2d to 3^ in the Pound; they can
not go higher by Law.
Here, as every where, the affeffcd are under rated ; thus a Perfon in Truth worth
£. 10,000, is returned upon their Lifts worth £. 200 to
£. 300, and to pay 2 d in the Pound ; thus this Tax
falls heavieft upon the lower fort of People.

Produce, ManufaHures, Trade, and Navigation.
Their Produce is all forts of Britifh Grain of the Bread
Indian Corn, Buck Wheat ;
Hemp, and Flax 5
Flax-Seed is a confiderable Exportation to Scotland and
Ireland ; fome Tobacco, and Bees Wax.
This may be called a Grain or Corn
Country, and
adapted to Flax and Hemp.

kind,

They Manufacture Wheat into Flower, and Flower
into Bifket ; the largeft Branch of their Export is Flower,
which bears a better Price abroad, than that of NewYork.
Five Bufhels Wheat yeilds about one hundred
and three Quarters merchantable Flower ; the Garnel or
fecond Flower pays for Cafk and all other Charges. They
Manufacture their Barley into Malt, and Malt into Beer
and Ale for Export.
The
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*
Linnen
The Irifh manufacture confiderably of
Cloth for Sale, befides for home Confumption •, perhaps
in this Country, the Farmers, that is, the Hufbandmen,
make nine Tenths of all their wearing Apparel.

the Flax-Seed from Pennfylvania, Jerfey,
New York, Connetlicut, and other Parts of New England,
anfwers better at Home, in Cultivation, than what has
been imported for many Years from Holland.
Befides the above-mentioned Commodities of Expor
tation ; the Pennfylvania Indian Traders, purchafe DeerSkins and a few Furs from the Indians oi Delaware and
Sefquahanna Rivers, and from the Handelaars, back of
Maryland and Virginia ; they export confiderably of Iron
in Pigs, Bars, and Pots : Ship Building, but their Oak is
not durable : Cordage, Lintfeed Oyl, Starch,
Soap, Can
dles ; fome Beef, Pork, Butter, Staves, Heading and
Hoops, Walnut Logs and Plank.
At

prefent

The Commodities imported for Confumption* and Re
exportation, are dry Goods from Great-Britain ; Wines
from Madera, and the other Wine Iflands ; Salt from
*

the Britifh Confumption of Linnen Cloth, we may
That the Linnen Cloth ftamptin Scotland {ox Sale, is very
much upon the Increafe, as appears by Eftimates made in the follow
ing Periods. N. B. The Cloth at a Medium rs valued at Sdto w <
Sterl. per Yard.
Years
Y3rds
£.

Concerning

obferve,

i.

1729,
»739»

i749-

'

2,183,978
4.801,537

Value 103,312 Sterl.

196,068

7.360,286

322»°45
z. Irifh Linnen imported into England fox feven Years from Chriftmas
1
74 1, to Chriftmas 174.8, as per Cuitom-Houfe Books, at a Medium,
of Yards per Ann.
js about fix Millions
3. Befides all theft-, tha
Britifh Demand or Imports of Foreign Linnen is about 30 Millions
of Yards per Ann. Here is a large Field of Encouragement for our
Northern American Colonies, proper for the Production of Flax and
Hemp, to fuperfede this large Importation of German Linnen : This
can not be effefted, but by a
great Encouragement of our Grain and
Pafturc Colonies to lower the too great Plantation Price of Labour,
and the better manuring of their Lands.

Great-
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Great- Britain, France,'f Spain, Lifbon, Mediterranean and
Weft- India Iflands ; from the Weft- Indies or Sugar Iflands
and other Colonies, Sugar, Rum, Moloffes, Cotton, Indigo,
Coffee, Dying Woods, Mohogony Plank, &c. from the
SpanifhCoaxX and Carolinas, Hides, Rice, Pitch, Tar, Tur
pentine, &c. they import many Black or Horned Cat
tle far and near, from South-Carolina Southward, and
from 300 Miles Weftward, and from the Jerfies.
Moft of the Dutch Hufband-men have Stills, and draw
a
Spirit 'from Rye malted, from Apples and Peaches.
There may be from 7000 to 8000 Dutch Waggons with
four Horfes each, that from Time to Time bring their
Produce and Traffick to Philadelphia, from 10 to 100
Miles Diftance.
Their Navigation may be diftinguifhed into fmall
Craft, that keep within the Capes, and only bring Pro
duce to Market : As the Province of Pennfylvania reaches
only 15 Miles below Philadelphia, moft of this fort of
Trade is carried on from the three Lower Counties on the
Weft Side of the great River of Delaware, and all the
Weft-Jerfies which lies along the Eaft Side of that River :
thefe are not comprehended in the Cuftom-Houfe Entries
and Clearances of the Port of Philadelphia.
To illuftrate the gradual Increafe of the Trade of the
Port of Philadelphia, we obferve, that Anno 1736, the
Entries -were 212, Clearances 215 Veffels; A little be
fore the late French War, Anno 174,2, Entries were 230,
The Number of Veffels cleared from
Clearances 281.
Months preceeding. March 12,
Port
for
twelve
that
thofe
that were bound to the North
is
358;
1750,1,
of
Delaware
ward
Capes, viz. to New-York, Rhode-

f By an Aft of Parliament for the Encouragement of the Fifhery
from any Part
1727, Salt is allowed to be imported in Fennfylmania,
of Europe. There is a like Aft of Parliament for the Encouragement
of the curing of Fifh in New-Tori. Though there may be a Miftake
in alledging theFifheries of Neiv -Tori and Pennfyhtaiia, becaufe there
in fundry other Things it may be be
are no Fifh cured there ;
yet

neficial.

Ifland,
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its out Ports, Hallifax, and Newfound
land make about 90 of that Number ; to Virginia, Ma
ryland, North and South-Carolina, and Georgia about 29 $
the Remainder Sail for ifor^ and the Weft India Sugar
Iflands and Colonies ; the Craft that go to theSouthward,
Virginia, Maryland, &c. are of no great Value, but thofe
who go to the Northward, efpeciaily to Bofton, and RhodeIJland are generally of more Value than theVeffcls that go
to the Weft Indies, fome ofthem
carry 500 to 600 Barrels
of Bread and Flower.
They build about 20, or upwards, Veffels that go to
Sea from Philadelphia.
The Cuftom-Houfe Officers in this Colony, have the
largeft Sallaries of any in North-America : The Collector
of the Port of Philadelphia is a Patent Officer ; in the
proper Province this is the only Collection ; in the Ter
ritories called the three lower Counties are two Collections,
New Caftle and Lewis.
I can not account for the many Cuftom-Houfe Col
lections upon the River of Delaware, there are two on
the Jerfey Side, and three on the Pennfylvania Side, ex
cepting the Cuftom-Houfe of Philadelphia, the others
are nominal and Sine Cures, and might have been called
Branches and Creeks of Philadelphia ; befides ufual Offi
cers, there is on the Pennfylvania Side, an extraordinary
Officer who may be called a Comptroller General, a
riding Officer to examine and fign the Accounts of the
refpective Collectors.

Jftand, Bofton with

Before any Bills of publick Credit were emitted, the
Currency of Pennfylvania was Proclamation Money, a
heavy Piece of Eight was 6/in Denomination ; but by
the Emiffions of publick Credit Bills, -j- as in all the Co
lonies, who went into a Paper Currency ; their Denof The publick Bills of Credit in the Plantations were called a
Paper Cur rency beczak they were transferable ; and in fcveral of the
,

Colonies enacted

:o

be

a

Tender iu Law.

minations
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urination,*, did depreciate, and at prefent a Dollar or
weighty Piece of Eight paffes for yf6d Denomination,
but by the good Management of their Paper Loan Offitei the intrinfick Value of their Denominations, has not
depreciated further. The Intereft of this Loan Money
produces about £. 5,000 Currency per Ann. which with
the £/ 3,000 Excife, defrays the Charges of Government.
Their firft Emiflion of a Paper 'Currency was about
27 Years

ago!

Setlaries.
Sectaries have been already
mentioned, in a general Digreffion in the Section of
Rhode-IJland ; but as the Moravians and Dumplers are
peculiar to this Colony, what is further to be obferved
concerning them, is here inferted.
In Vol. II. P. 155, we mentioned that the Mora
vians had lately obtained a Britifh Act of Parliament
indulging them in many Things ; particularly, that their
Affirmation, Quaker- like, fhall be equivalent to an Oath,
but with fome Reftrictions. There are about 800 to
900 Moravians who have already tranfported theirifclves
to this Colony, and many more may be
expected, be
caufe fince the paffing the Act of Parliament in their
Favour, the feveral Tolerations they had in Germany,
Holland, and Danmark, are taken from them ; the Rea
fons for fo doing, I have not as yet learn't ; but by
Edicts, their Books, Hymns, and Publick Worfliip, are
ordered to be fuppreffed.
In Vol. II. P. 150. we mentioned a Branch of the Ger
man
Anabaptifts called Dumplers ; they are generally ig
norant People, but fome of their Heads are not fo ; for
Inftance, Peter Miller a German, writes elegantly in La
tin upon Religion and Mortification : They have a
Printing Prefs, and are continually Printing ; they are
very curious in writing fine, and delight much in Scrouls
of Writing on Religious Subjects, duck up in their
Halls and Cells, the initial Letters are beautifully illu

Religion

The various Plantation

minated

A
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minated with Blue, Red, and Gold, fuch
in old Monkifh Manufcripts.

as

may be feen

I am again fallen into the difiigreeab'e Subject (where
Offence to fome or many is unavoidable) of Sectaries or
Parties in Religious Affairs : what here follows was de
figned for the Appendix, but as I now find that a long
Appendix containing many loofe, not connected Mat
ters, may be tedious to the Reader ; I fhall in the fe
veral Sections following, occafionally interfperfe many
Things defigned for the Appendix.
Some Years fince, viz. 1722, there was a confiderable
Seceflion in the S. W. Parts of Connetlicut, of CongretMuonalift Minifters and Candidates, to better themfelves
in Livings by CLurch of England Miffions : from this
Incident, there has lately been revived a fophiftical Dif
pute, whether the eftablifhed old Congregationalift Mi
nifters, or the late new Converts, Church of England Mif
fionaries, are to be deemed the Separalifts. The Decifion feems to be eafy, by relating only Matters of Fact.
By a Fundamental, in the Articles of Union, 1707, of
England and Scotland, the Church of England in exprefs
plain Words, is declared to be eftablifhed in all the En
glifh Plantations ; but this feems to be only as to Church
Government, and that only amongft the People of the
Church of England ; the other Sectaries can have no Ec'

clefiaftical Jurifdiction even amongft themfelves, as ap
pears by the annexed Determination of the Lords Juftices
Anno 1725 ; but in their various Modes of Worfhip
[Roman Catholicks excepted) all Chriftian Profeffions are
,tolerated in Perpetuity, and in as ample Manner, as
if they were Churches eftablifhed by Law. If any Sectary
who prevail in the Legiflature of any Colony, impofe

upon the other Sectaries

;

they

are

checkt

by

the

King

in Council, all the Colonies being under the immediate
Inflection of the King in Council ; we here adduce the
annexed Cafe of the Act of the Affembly of Connetlicut,

againft Quakers,

&c.
A

Of Pennsylvania^
A

337

Copy of a Letter from their Excellencies the
D
Juftices, to the Hon. W
Lieutenant
Governor
his
Efq-,
of
Majefty9 s Province
of the Massachusetts-Bay.
true

Lords

—

,

Whitehall,

Otlober

7th, 1725.

SIR,
r~f~y H E Lords

from fuch
of this
make
the
Truth
j_ " good Hands,
Advice not to be doubted, that at a general Convention of Minifters, from feveral Parts of
his Majefty's Province of the Maffachufetts-Bay, at
Bofton on the 27th of May laft, a Memorial and Addrefs was framed, directed to you as Lieutenant Governor and Commander in Chief, and to the Council
and Houfe of Reprefentatives then fetting, defiring
that the General Affembly would call tha feveral
Churches in this Province to meet by their Paftors
and Meffengers, in a Synod, which Memorial and Addrefs, being accordingly prefented by fome of the
faid Minifters, in the Name and at the Defire of the
faid Convention, was confidered in Council, the third
of June following ; and there approved, but the Houfe
of Reprefentatives put off the Confideration of it to
the next Seflion, in which che Council afterwards

fi

"

"
"
"

"
"

"
"

"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

"

Juftices being informed
as

concurred.
Their Excellencies were extremely furprized, that no
Account of fo extraordinary and important Tranfaction fhould have been tranfmitted by you, purfuanc

"

"
"
**

"

«'
"
"

••

"
■«

Article in your Inftructions, by which you are
directed upon all Occafions, to fend unto his Majefty,
and to the Commiflioners for Trade and Plantations,
a particular Account of all your Proceedings, and tie
Condition of Affairs within your Government. As
this Matter doth highly concern his Majefty's Royal
Prerogative, their Excellencies referred the Confideratioo of it# to Mr. Attorney and Sollicitor General,
U u
who
Vol. II.
to an
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who after mature

•e

Enquiries, reported,"
Laws

&c.'

Deliberation, and making all proper
That from the Charter and
Colony, they cannot collet! that there is any

"

"

Political,

"

of your
regular Eftablijhment of a

National or Provincial Church
there, fo as to warrant the holding of Convocations or
"
Synods of the Clergy, but if fuch Synods might be holden,
"
yet they take it to be clear in Point of Law, that his Ma"
Jefty's Supremacy in EccleJiaftical Aftairs, being a Branch
"
of his Prerogative, does take Place in the Plantations,
"
and that Synods cannot be held, nor is it lawful for the
as in Synods, without Authority from
"Clergy to affemble
"
"
his Majefty" :
They conceive the above-mentioned Ap"
the
faid Minifters, not to you alone, as
plication of
"
the
King's Perfon, but to you and the Counreprefent ing
"
the
cil and
Houfe of Reprefentatives, to be a Contempt
"
of his Majefty's Prerogative, as it is a publick Acknow"
lodgment, that the Power of granting what they defire
"
refides in the Legiflative Body of the Province, which by
"
Law is vefted only in his Majefty. And the Lieut. Go"
vernor, Council and Affembly intermeddling therein, was
*•
an Invafion of bis Majefty's Royal Authority, which
"
it was your Duty as Lieut. Governor, to withftood and
"
rejetled, and that the Confent of the Lieut. Governor,
**
the Council, and Houfe of Reprefentatives, will not be
••■
Authority for the holding of fuch a Synod."
fufficient
•'
Their Excellencies, upon Confideration of this Opi•*
nion of the Attorney and Soliciter General, which they
"
have been pleafed to approve, have commanded me to
"
acquaint you with, and to exprefs to you their Surprize,
'•
that no Account of fo remarkable a Tranfaction,
"
which fo nearly concerns the King's Prerogative, and
"
the Welfare of his Majefty's Province under your Go"
vernment, has been received from you, and to fignify
"
to you their Directions, that you do
put an effectual
"
to
fuch
if
but
the
Confent defirProceedings,
Stop any
"
ed by the Minifters above mentioned, for the holding
"

"

•'

of the Synod, fhould have been obtained, and this pre^ tended Synod fhould be actually Sitting, when you re-
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"
"

"
"
"
"

"
"

"
"
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"

"
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ceive thefe their Excellencies Directions, they do in
thatCafe, require and direct you, to caufe fuch their
Meeting to ceafe, acquainting them that their Affembly is againft Law, and a Contempt of his Majefty's
Prerogative, and that they are forbid to meet any
more ; but if notwithftanding fuch
Signification, they
fhall continue to hold fuch an Aflembly, you are then
to take Care that the
principal Actors therein be
profecuted for a Mifdemeanour. But you are to avoid
doing any formal Act to diffolve them, left it be
conftrued to imply that they had a Right to affemThis Sir, is what I have in Command from
ble.
their Excellencies to fignify to you.
"
And I muft obferve to you, that the Precedent quoted in the above mentioned Memorial of fuch a Synod,
being held forty five Years ago, falls in with the Year
1680, and that the former Charter, upon which the
Government of your Province depended, was repealed
by Scire Facias in the Year 1684, and the new Charter was granted in the Year 16*91, from whence it
appears, that if fuch Synod was holden as is alledged,
it happened a fhort Time before the repealing of the
old Charter, but none has been fince the granting
the new one. I am Sir, your moft humble Servant
Charles Delafaye.

Kenfington the eleventh Day of October
705, Prefent the Queen's moft Excellent Majefty, bis
Royal Higbnefs Prince George of Denmark, Lord Arch
Bifhop of Canterbury, Lord Keeper, Lord Treafurer,
Lord Prefident, Earl of Ranelaugh, Mr. Boyle, Mr.
Secretary Hedges, Mr. Secretary Harley, Lord Chief
Juftice Holt, Lord Chief Juftice Trevor, DukeefSothmerfet, Duke of Ormond, Mr. Vernon, Mr, Earle.

At the Court

at

1

it A

/A

tne Lwds Commiflioners of
Trade and Plantations, being this Day read at
the Board upon an Act, paffed in her Majefty's

RePrefcntati°n fr°m

Colony
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"
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"
"
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"
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"
"
"

"

"
"
"
"

"

"
"
"
"
"
"
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"
"
"

-^Summary, Historical <7»^Political, &c.

Colony of Connetlicut, Entitled (only) Hereticks,'
whereby it is Enacted, that all who fhall entertain any
Quakers, Ranters, Adamites, and other Hereticks, are
made liable to the Penalty of five Pounds, and five
Pounds per Week for every Town that fhall fo entertain them, that all Quakers fhall be committed
That whoto Prifon or be fent out of the Colony
foever fhall hold unneceffary Difcourfe with Quakers
fhall forfeit twenty Shillings, that whofoever fhall keep
any Quakers Books, the Governor, Magiftrates and
Elders excepted, fhall forfeit ten Shillings, and that all
fuch Books fhall be fuppreffed ; that no Mafters of
any Veffel do land any Quakers without carrying
them away again, under the Penalty of twenty
Pounds.
"
And the faid Lords Commiflioners humbly offering, that the faid Act be Repealed by her Majefty,
it being contrary to the Liberty of Confcience indulged to Diffenters by the Laws of England, as alfo
to the Charter granted to that Colony, iier
Majefty
with the Advice of her Privy Council, is pleafed to
declare her Difallowance and Difapprobation of the
faid Act, and purfuant to her Majefty's Royal Pleafure thereupon, the faid Act, paffed in her Majefty's
Colony of Connetlicut in New-England, Entitled Hereticks, is hereby Repealed, and declared null and
void, and of none Effect.
Signed
John Povey.
—

In the Seffions 1751* of the Britifh Parliament ; was
paffed an Act extending to the American Colonies, as
well as to the Kingdom of Great-Britain, and its other
Dominions ; entitled an Act for regulating the Com
mencement of the Year, and for
correcting the Calender
now in Ufe.
The Abftract of the Act runs thus,
Whereas the legal Supputation of the Year in that
Part oi Great Britain, called England, beginning the 25th
of March, has been attended with
Inconveniencies,

many

as
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it differs from the Ufage of neighbouring Nations,
and the legal Computation of that Part of Great Britain,
called Scotland, and thereby divers Miftakes happened in
the Dates of Deeds and other Writings ; and our Julian
Calender having been difcovered to be Erroneous ; that
the Spring Equinox, which at the General Council of
Nice, Anne Dom. 325, happened about the 21ft of
March, now happens the ninth or tenth of the fame
Month, which Error is ftill increafing ; and to the End,
that the feveral Equinoxes and Solftices may for the future
fall upon the fame nominal Days as at the Time of the
faid General Council ; and is now generally received by
almoft all other Nations of Europe, and to prevent Dif
putes with foreign Correfpondents of almoft all other
Nations of Europe in their Letters and Accounts, Be it
as

.

that in all his Majefty's Dominions in Europe,
Afia, Africa, and America, the old Supputation is not to
be made Ufe of, after 31ft of December 1751, and the
Year for the future to commence January ift, and the
Days to be numbered in the fame Order, and the move
able Feafts to be afcertained as they now are until Septem
ber 2, 1752, inclufive ; and the Day following,(that is the
3d of Sept. 1752, to be accounted the 14th of Sept: 1752,
omitting at that Time the eleven intermediate nominal
Days. All Writings after 1 ft of January 1752, to be
dated according to the New Stile, and all Courts after
Sept. 2, 1752, fhall be held in the fame nominal Days
they now are ; (Courts held with Fairs orMarts excepted)
that is, eleven Days fooner than the refpective Day wherein
the fame are now kept.
Every hundredth Year, ex
whereof Anno 1800 fhall
fourth
hundred,
cepting every
be the firft ; to be deemed tho' a leap Year or Biffextile
confifting only of 365 Days, but all other Biffextile or
And whereas
Leap Years fhall confift of 366 Days,
the Method of computing the full Moons now ufed in
the Calender of the Common Prayers of the Church of

enatled,

—

find Eafter is become confiderably Erronetherefore the faid Feaft of Mqfter and others de

England,
ous 5

to

pending

'
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fhall after the 2d of Sept. 1752, con
form to the Decree of the faid General Council, and the
Practice of foreign Countries, fhall be obferved accord
ing to the annexed Table ; and the former Table, in all
future Editions of the Book of Common Prayer, fhall
be fuppreffed ; but the Courts of Seffion and Exchequer
in Scotland, and all Markets, Fairs and Marts fhall be
held upon the fame natural Days as if this Act had not
been made, that is eleven Days later, than according to
this new Computation, notwithftanding that by this new
Computation, the nominal Days are anticipated or brought
forward by the Space of eleven Days, the natural Days
and Times for the opening and inclofing of Commons
of Pafture and the like, not to be altered by this Act,
that is, eleven Days later than the new Supputation.
The natural Days and Times of Payments of Rents,
Annuities, Sums of Money, delivery of Goods, Com
mencement or Expiration of Leafes and the like, fhall
not be by this Act anticipated or accelerated ; and the
Time of attaining the Age of 2 1 Years fhall not be
altered by this Act, or the determination of any Appren*
ticefhip or Service.

pending thereon,

—

Proprietors
*
Julius C<r[ar began his Year about the Hybernal or Wintet
Sol/lice, (the Equinoxes and Solfices axe proper Periods in fuch Mat
ter*) the Julian or O. S. began 45 Years before Christ : This
Stile was reformed by Pope Gregory 1582, but was not carried back
to the Nativity of our Saviour, which in Church Precifenefs
ought
to have been, but only to the Time of the Council of Nice, which
was held Anno Dom.
325, by Conjlantine the Great, to examine and

condemn the Do£trines of Arius. At the Time cf the Council of
Nice, the Vernal Equinox was on the 21ft of March , but in ftridlnefs
and according to the precifion of devotionalifl Obfervers of Days, it
fhould have gone back fo far as the Nativity or firft Year of Chrift,
the Vernal Equinox was then on the 23d of March : But as the Gre
gorian Stile is at prefent the general Praclice of Chriftian European
Nations, the Britifh Legiflature in their wonted Pendence have ac
ceded thereto, as being a convenient Civil, but not -a Jure Divino Af
fair. Inftead of being too minutely precife in (hiking- off .13 Days,
which is the Troth of the Caie-in Conformity to other Eutvpian- Coun
tries, they only (truck off 1 1 Days, for the fake of mutual Conveni

ency

;
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Proprietors or principal Governors, and their Refident
-

Deputies

■

or

Lieutenant Governors.

The firft Proprietor and Governor was William Penn,
Son of Admiral Penn, fee Vol. II. P. 307 ; he carried
over many
Quakers with him to that Country, his
Patent included that Part of new Swedland, which lies
on the Weft Side of Delaware River, fome Part of the
Swede Settlements lay on the Eaft Side of the River, and
is Part of Weft New-Jerfey. Mr. Penn continued two
Years in Pennfylvania, and upon his Father's Death re
turned to England, and left the Government in the
Hands of Thomas Lloyd, with a Council. Mr. Penn be
ing efteemed a Favourite of K. James II, was fufpected
to be a Roman Catholick and Jefuit in the affumed Mafk
of a Quaker, and upon the Revolution, K. William was
advifed to fufpend his Privilege of appointing a Deputy
Governor for Pennfylvania. And
The Crown appointed Col. Fletcher Governor of NewTork, to be alfo Governor of Pennfylvania ; but upon
Mr. William Penn's Vindication of himfelf, he was reftored to his Privilege of Government, and appointed
Mr. Blackwell his Deputy or Lieut. Governor ; he
was fucceeded as Lieut. Governor by Thomas Lloyd Efq;
upon his Death
,

Mr. Penn

appointed

his

Nephew Col.

Markbam his

eligible to err with the generality of Europe, than
a
conftitute
affededly
peculiar Britifh Stile, which would be run
ning from one Inconvenience into another ; the main Intention is to
produce an uniformity in the Computation of Time throughout the
Chriftian Part of the World ; the agreeing with the reft of Europe,
deduced from the nicety of
to prevail over any
ency

;

it is

more

to

ought

Argument

Calculation.
Peter Deval of the middle Temple, Secretary to:the Royal Society,
drew the Bill and prepared moft of the Tables under Direction of the
Earl of Chefierfield, the firft Former of the Defign ; and the whole
Folkes Efq; Prewas carefully examined and approved of by Martin
Aftronohis
and
Dr.
the
of
Majefty's
ident
Bradley,
Royal Society,
the Tabid at the «ad of the Bill.
■er at Granvjicb, who

computed

Deputy
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Lieut. Governor ; he had the Government
or Direction, until the fecond Arrival of Mr. Penn, 1698.
Mr. William Penn principal Governor and Proprietor
He re
arrived a fecond Time in Pennfylvania, 1698.
Andrew
Col.
and
nominated
turned to England 1700,
Hamilton for his Deputy, in his Adminiftration was much

Deputy

or

Confufion in the Province ; upon his Death
1704, Col. John Evans was appointed Lieutenant
Governor.
1713, died in London, William Penn, the firft Pro
prietor and principal Governor, much in Debt, occafioned
by his whimfical Difpofition ; he had agreed with the
Crown to refign his Property and Government for a cer
tain Confederation (to extricate himfelf from Debt) but
died fuddenly before the Inftrument was executed, and
the Government and Property remains in the Family to
this Time ;
The firft principal Governor and Proprietor was
called William Penn,the Grand-Father; he was fucceeded
by his Son William Penn, called the Father ; and he was
fucceeded by Springet Penn, William Penn the Son ; and
laftly in the three Brothers, John Penn, Thomas Penn, and
Richard Penn, Co-Heirs in the Succeflion : Thefe Bro
thers by a written Agreement with Lord Baltimore Pro
prietary of Maryland, their adjoining Neighbour ; 1 7^2
fettled Boundaries to be afterwards confirmed in Form of
Law ; but Lord Baltimore receded and occafioned a
tedious Controverfy in Chancery, as is above related.
John, the eldeft of the three Brothers, died Otlober 28,'
1746, a Batchelor, and by Will Otlober 2.4., 1746, left
his Share to his fecond Brother Thomas, with Remainders,
as is cxpreffed in the will.
William Penn (Son to the firft Proprietor) in Law cal
led the Father, (the firft Proprietor, in Law Inftruments
was called the Father) died at
Liege, 1720.
170.8,9, in January arrived,
Gookin, Lieut.

Governor.

■•••::-

Capt,

^1^1,
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Keith, Lieut. Go

vernor.

1726, Major Gordon fuperfeded

Sir William Keith.
Gordon
died
in
Otlober
Major
1736, and Mr. Logan
was in Courfe Prefident for a fhort Time
; but was foon
Col.
Thomas
a
Planter
of
fuperfeded by
Antegoe ; Mr.
died
much
Nov.
lamented
After
nine Years
Logan
1751.
Government, Col. Thomas refigned 1747, and was fuc
ceeded by James Hamilton Efq; the prefent Lieut. Go
vernor, Son of Andrew Hamilton, a noted Lawyer in
thefe Parts.

A Medical Digression.

Concerning the perfonal Conftitutions of People born in
Britifh North- America, of the Endemial Diftempers pre
valent there, and of their prefent Medical Pratlice.
be much read by ordinary
fo well be expreffed in
the
I
take
Vernacular Words,
Liberty of ufing Technical
and
fome claflical Phrafes,
or profeflional Expreffions,
or
in
a
concife
and generally
Apboriftical loofe, but practi
Manner.
cal
Their Children or Youth are more forward * or Precoce
than
As this

Capacities,

Digreffion will
where Things

not

cannot

*
It is obferved that in the Weft- Indies there are no Boys, all being
either Children or Men.
Perhaps the moft noted Inftance of Forwardnefs in a Boy, is what
Montagne of G aj"cony in his Effays 1550 writes of himfelf; His Fa
ther educated him in his Childhood in the learned Languages of Greek
and Latin, in the fame routine that from Nurfes we learn our Ver
nacular or Mother Tongue j we had a remarkable Inftance of fuch

Bofton, a worthy Englifh Gentleman, Richard Dalton, Efq;
great Admirer of the Greek ClaJJicks, becaufe of the tendernefs of

routines in
a

his Eyes, taught his Negro Boy Cafar to read to him diftinclly any
Greek Writer, without underftanding the Meaning or Interpretation.
Montagne with much Vanity and peculiar Pedantry, fays, that Buchanan
in Latin, and that Buchanan
was afraid to accoft him when only 6 JEt.
his Inftruclion or Education of a Child from his Education ;

copied

Buchanan was

a

firft Rate Mafter of the Latin
W w
'

-

Qajficks,

and

Preceptor
—

tQ
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than in Great-Britain. 2. The Virility of the Men, and
Fecundity of their Women, or Child-bearing Sex, are
much the fame as in Great-Britain, their Mother Coun
falls much fhorter.
try. 3. Their Longevity
The
K. James VI of Scotland', in his Travels in France, hearing of
As Montagne is
the Forwardnefs of this Boy, he went to fee him.
(hall for Amufement mention another Inftance of
a noted Writer, I
His G'a/con Pedantry ; that in his younger Years he refolved not to
to

into any Matrimonial Partnerlhip or Contract not even with the
Goddefs of Wifdom, but Married Mt. 33.
As the Education of Children, is not fufficiently attended to in many
of our Colonies, I (hall here infert the beginning of an Experiment
I delight in promoting of Children in Town and
of this Nature.
Country, accordingly I have in Bofton taken a promifing Boy entirely
at my own Charge of Subfiftence and Education, under my Sole Di
rection, to form a practical not notional Scheme of Management and
Education ob Owo or rather ab Utero, becaufe of fome Difficulties I
was prefent at the Birth ; I did not allow him to be rockt in a Cradle,
fufpefting that Concuffions might weaken his Brain, and confequently
impair his Judgment ; He never had Dieifibtdium, Mithredati or other
Opiat, or llrong drink to compofe him to Sleep, a pernicious indolent
Praflice of Nurfes and old Women, becaufe thereby Convulfions may
be induced, or the Child rendred ftupid for Life.
To accommodate his Organs of Speech while Flexible, and in the
Parot or Prattle Period of Life, not only to the Pronounciation of our
Englifh or Vernacular Words, but alfo to the Pronounciation of other
Languages ; before he was full five Years of Age, he did diftin&ly re
peat and pronounce the Lord's Prayer in the five Languages familiar
to me, Greek, Latin, Englifh, French and Dutch : he did well
exprefsand define many harfh and long foreign Words, fuch as the Indian
Names of fome Ponds, Rivers, and Tribes in our Neighbourhood.
Chabonamungagog, a large Pond joining to Douglafs,. Winipifiackit, a
great Pond or Lake in the Province of New- Hampfhire, Papacontaqualh
or Millers River, which falls into ConneSlicut River on the Eaft Side
a little below North- Field,
Aronufaguntacook, a Tribe of French Ab
naquie Indians called the Miffion of St. Francis, on the South Side of
Canada River, Mifjilimakanack, a Tribe of French Indians, between
the great Lakes Hurons and Ilinois, Tatamaganabaiv, a fmall Tribe of
Mikemake Indians of Nova-Scotia, in the Bay verte of the Gulph of
St. Laurence; fome Dutch Words Acbtentacbententigb,
eighty eight, &c
fome Latin Words, Honoriftcabilitudinitatibus, Honourablenefles &c.
the
Inftead of
abftrufely profound Catechifms, which

enter

prepofteroufly
taught Children, he is initiated in Things and Words which are
eafily comprehended, and Subjects of common Converfation, fuch as

are

ft. What
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The remote Caufes or
Predifpofitions to moft chro
nical Diftempers are, i. Mala ftamina Vita. 2. Mains

locus,

'•

■

Q. What
A. I

h your

known

Name

—

,.

?

the Name of William
Douglafs.
Q^ Where *was you born ?
A. In the Town of Bofton, in the Province of
Maffachufetts-Bay,
in the Britifh Dominions of Neiv- England in North- America.
Q^ When nvds you born ?
A. I was born July
25, 1745, bat how I was made, and how I
came into the World, 1 have
forgotten, and cannot teH.
Q^ What is your Religion ?
A. A Catholick Chriftian Proteftant ; to fear God and
keep his
Commandments, to honour- and obey the Civil Government.
Q\_ What is God ?
A. The fupreme Being, who created and manages the Univerfe,
in fome Manner inconceivable to us created Beings.
Q. What is Civil Government ?
A. The Laws and Cuftoms of the Country I live in, as executed
by certain appointed Magiftrates.
Q. Why do you every feventh Day, go to a Place of Publick Worfhip ?
A. Becaufe (as my Grandmother tells me,) one Day in feven, is
by moft Civil Governments found requifite toabftain from Labour,
for the refrefhment of the labouring Part of Mankind and Cattle.
Q. Why do you inordinary attend the Affembly of Mr. Wei fted and Gray?
A. Becaufe it is the neareft, and Neighbours naturally join in their
publick Devotions ; thefe two Minifters or Paftors are exemplary in
their Lives, and agreeable in their publick Difcourfes.
Q\. What Sedary of Publick Worfhip do you follow ?
A. That of my Father natural or adopting. My Grand-Mother
tells me that by Law and Cuftom, I muft follow the Example and
Precepts of my Father till 21 JEt. or till afligned.
We may obferve that of all Animals, Mankind attain to the
greateft Perfection of Knowledge, but after the longeft Time ar
rive to the full Growth of Body and Mind ; therefore as this Boy
is too exuberant in the Growth of Mind, I check or retard hint by
allowing him more Play than Schooling, that the Impreflions may
not be too flight or tranfitory ; and allow him to aflociate with aftive
wild Boys not wicked or vicious, that by his puerile flow of Spirit,
he may praftice aftivity of Body and Mind : The Dalrymples, a Fa
mily in Scotland, noted for Acutenefs, Wifdom, and Knowledge ;
allowed their Boys at a certain Age to aflociate with wild, but not
wicked Boys, and after fome Time took them up to a regular fober
am

by

Education.
At Times I fend him
CO

to

prevent Party, Bigotry,

any tolerated Place of Publick Worfhip;
and a narrow Way of thinking'. Iafk

him
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3. Indolence
Concerning all thefe

bad Air and Soil.

Inactivity. 4. Intemperance
fhall interfperfe fome Aphorifms.
:

fzc.
or

we

the Time or Period of my Practice in NewEngland, we have had no confiderable Epidemicks ex
cepting Small Pox, Meafels, and fome Species's of Putrid
Fevers and Dyfenteries ; The Varieties in our Endemials
the Viciflitudes of Seafons and Weather.
were from
a
To write
Hiftory of Epidemick yearly Conftitutions,
in Sydenham's Manner, for a continued Succefjion of
Years, would be writing of a Novel ; Our Chronical
Ails, by the Practice of our common Phyficians, parti
cularly by the routine indolent palliative Repetitions of
V. S. and Opiates, which fix all Diftempers, and renders
their Patients valetudinary and (hort-lived.
Opiats and
fame
have
the
Effects, they carry
inebriating Liquors,
the peccant Humours to the Nerves, from whence they
are fcarce to be removed ; they are flow Poyfons,
they
enfeeble both Body and Mind, and produce mala ftamina
Vita in the Progeny.

During

As "New-England lies in the Leeward of the Wefterly
extended Continent of North- America, the Winds (being
generally Wefterly) glading continuedly along this vafi
him his natural Remarks upon the different Modes of Worfhip, to
make him obfervant ; I fhall give one Inftance which I hope the
candid Reader will not judge " ludere cumjacris" I have a great Venerajjon for the Church of England. In a common Prayer Day he
went to a Church oi England, when he came Home he faid, that he
obferved the Minifter come into the Church in a black Gown, and
retired into a Clofet (the Veftry) and come out again with a clean
His Grandmother as ufual, afkt him where
Shirt over his Gown.
the Text was ; he faid that he could not tell, becaufe every
Body
Preached promifcuoufly ; Men, Women, and Children,
in

fpake

Publick, (meaning the Refponces) his Grandmother told him that
the Quaker Seftary allow, their Women, (but no Children) to
fpeak
in Publick, though contrary to St. Paul's Admonition..
He is taught the Hours of the Day, the Days of the Week the
Months in the Year, the Mariners Compafs or Corners of the Wind
;
the Varieties of Shipping, Scooners, Sloops,
Brigantmej, Snows and
Ships i he reads th« Sign Pofts, and News-

Papers.
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Tract of Land much heated in Summer, and much cooled
or frozen in Winter ; occafion the Country to be much
hotter in Summer, and much colder in Winter, than
in Great-Britain ; Reciprocations, but not to Extremes,
are faiutary to the Conftitutions, where the Tranfitions
are gradual ; thus we may obferve in Nature ; that for
the benefit of the Earth's Produce, there is a Recipro
cation of Summer and Winter, Day and Night, &c.
In Countries where the Seafons are upon the Extremes
in Summer and Winter as in New-England, Conftitu
tions do not wear well, analagous to the Timber and
Plank of a Ship between Wind and Water. Longevity
appears moftly in Ifland Countries, where with a fmall
Latitude or Variation the Temperature of the Air con
tinues nearly the fame.
I fhall here infert a few Lines concerning the Con
ftitution and medical Practice of our Northern Indians.
See Vol. I. P. 174.
The Indians North of Canada River, the Efquimauz
and Outawaways, are generally affected with Pforas,
Scurvy, or Itch ; from the cold Intemperance of the
Climate. As the Indian Manner of Life is much more
fimple than that of Europeans, they are not fubject to fo
many various Difeafes : Their modern Intemperance in
drinking Rum and other Spirits, kills more than all
their other Diftemperatures.
The Indian Food is from their Hunting, Fowling and
Fifhing ; their Bread- kind is from Mais or Indian Corn,
Phafeoli or Kidney Beans of feveral forts, Tuberofe Roots
of feveral Kinds, Maft or Nuts of various forts, great Va
riety of Forreft Berries.
The Varieties of national Conftitutions and Habits, are
not eafily to be accounted for ; the American Indians,
by keeping principally their Feet warm ; the Africa Ne
without any Re
groes by keeping their Heads warm,
to the reft of their Body, prcftrve their Health

gard

and

Strength.
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Indians naturally are of weak
Conftitutions, they
impubes ci? imherhes ; but by
Habit from their Infancy, can fuffer Hunger and Wood
damps, better than Europeans of ftronger Conftitutions :
Their natural Temper is cruel and vindictive.

The American

.

aboriginal
are

Their

Phyficians in ordinary are the
Conjurers, and fome old Women.

Powowers

Clergy

In their Medical
Practice they take no Notice of Pulfe and Urine, they
do not ufe Blood-letting ; they chiefly ufe traditional
Herbs ; buffering with Punk or Touchwood, and the
Blifters are converted into Iffues ; fweating in hot Houfes
(an extemporary kind of Bagnio) and immediately there
upon Immerfion in cold Water, this Practice has kill'd
The American In
many of them in Eruptive Fevers.
dians are noted for their traditional Knowledge of poyfonous Herbs and Antedotes ; but I do not find that
our Indian Venifici are fo
expert in the Venificium Art, as
the Negroes of Africa, who give Poyfons, which in va
rious, but certain Periods, produce their mortal Effects,
fome fuddenly, fome after a Number of Months or Years.
They cure feveral Poyfons, for Inftance, the Bite of
that American Viper called Rattle Snake or Vipera caudifona, by proper Antidotes, before they produce their
ufual di(mal Effects, f
I hope thefe medical Obfervations may be of fome ufe
to our Colonies ; as they are in my profeffional Bufi
nefs, by fome they may be thought Pedantick, by others
or

f May we not hope, that in future Times, fome Epidemical con
tagious Diftempers, fuch as the Plague, Small Pox, and the like,
may be prevented or extinguished in Seminio by proper Aatidotes :
Time produces furprizing Difcoveries in Nature, fuch as the various
Phanomina of Magnatifm and Electricity ; in the Small- Pox the late
Improvement of^ conveying it by Inoculation, is found more favoura

ble than the receiving of it the Chance or natural
Way, as Fruit
from Trees inoculated, furpaffes natural Fruit ; this Practice of Ino
culating for the Small- Pox, was introduced in a very rafh indifcreet
Manner, and by weak Men ; we may obferve that many oi the
Juvantia and Ltedentia in Medicine were difcovered or rather introdu
ced by rafhFopIs and Madmen,Inftance,/Vflrt'//w's Mercurial Rtmeefks:
.

0/
they may
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Quackijh Oftentation •, once for
no lucrative Views, becaufe
-

all, I declare, that I have

tnihi tantum fuppetit Viatica quantum Vice.
I here infert fome Remarks upon the medical Prac
tice in our Colonies ; as no Man's Name is expreffed,
and fome Gentlemen Practitioners of Candour, Probity,
Ingenuity, and good practical Knowledge are excepted,
thefe Reflections may be taken in good Part without
further Apology.
In

our

Plantations,

a

Practitioner, bold, rafh, impu

dent, lyar, bafely born and educated ; has much the
Advantage of an honeft, cautious, modeft Gentleman.
In general, the phyfical Practice in our Colonies, is fo
pernicioufly bad, that excepting in Surgery, and fome
very acute Cafes, it is better to Jet Nature under a
proper Regimen take her Courfe, (natura Morb&rnm
euratrices) than to truft to the Honefty and Sagacity of
the Practitioner ; our American Practitioners are fo Rafh
and Officious, the faying in the Apocrypha Ecclefiafticus
38. i5,may with much Propriety be applied to them. He
that Sinneth before his Maker, let him fait into the Hands
the Phyfician. Frequently there is more Danger from
a

of

the Phyfician, than from the Diftemper ; a Country
where the medical Practice is very irregular, is a good
School to learn the ladentia, a good Article in Practice ;
but fometimes notwithftanding of Male PracJice, Na
ture gets the better of the Doctor,and the Patient recovers.
*
and
Our Practitioners deal much in Quackery,

Quackifri
*
I fhall mention one remarkable Inftance of Colony Quackery,
"
In July
advertifed in the Neiv Tork Gazette, December 16, 1751,
Peter
an
Doclor
of
Care
the
to
committed
was
Billing,
1
expe
75 1,
rienced Phyfician, and Man Mid-vvife, and formerly in the King's
Service, the moft extraordinary and remarkable Cafe that ever was

in the World, upon one Mrs. Mary Smith, fingle Woman,
Capt. Arthur Smith, on James River, in the County of
been upwards of 1 8 Years out
Surry in Virginia, Mt. 46, fhe had
own Excre
of her Senfes, (moft of the Time raving Mad) eat her
him in two Months, contrary to
cured
was
by
and
compleatly
ments,

performed

Sifter

to
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as
requiring no Labour of Thought
and highly recommended in the Lon
Compofition,
don Quack Bills (in which all the reading of many of

Quackifh Medicines,

or

our

Practitioners confifts)

inadvertently encouraged by

Patents for the Benefit of certain Fees to fome Offices,
but to the very great Damage of the Subject ; how difmal
is it to obferve fome Apothecaries Shops Wainfcotted
or Papered with Advertifements,
recommending Quack
Medicines for the profit of the Shop, but deftruction of
their Neighbours ? this is vending of Poyfons for Gain.
In the moft trifling Cafes they ufe a routine of Prac
tice ; When I firft arrived in New- England, I afked G. P.
facetious Practitioner, what was their general
a noted
Method of Practice ; he told me their Practice was very
uniform, bleeding, vomiting, bliftering, purging, Anodyne, &c. if the Illnefs continued, there was repetendi
and finally murderandi, Nature was never to be confultcd
or allowed to have any concern in the
Affair. What
Sydenham well obferves, is the Cafe with our Practitioners;
ASger nimia Medici diligenlia ad plures migrat.
Blood letting and Anodynes are the principal Tools of
our Practitioners, thefe palliate any
Diftemper for a fhort
Time ; while at the fame Time they confound the In
tentions of Nature, and fix the Malady ; they follow
Sydenham too much in giving Paregoricks, after Cathartickst
which is playing faft and loofe.
,

,

Opinion of all that knew her, no Doftor in the Province daring
undertake her. N. B. The contagious Diftemper fo
frequently
happening to the bold Adventurers in the Wars of Venus, when re
cent, will be cured by him for three Piftoles in hand, though the
common Price is Five Pound all over North- America.
And all other
Cafes curable in Phyfick and Surgery, proportionable
according to
the Circumftanccs of People. He has alfo other Matters to
publifh,
particularly an elegant Medicine to prevent the yellow Fever and
dry Gripes in the Weft- Indies ; this ^s incomparable, if we except
a Quack Advertifement publifhed in Jamaica
(immediately after the
laft great Earthquake) of Pills to prevent Perfons or their Effe&s
the
to

fuffering by Earthquakes.

SECT-

SECTION

XV.

Concerning the Province of
Maryland.
Recapitulations or Repetitions are

reckoned
I find that our Sections
or Colonies
may be more agreeably introduced by
fome general Accounts or Tranfadtions with a little
Variation, than by an abrupt Entrance into the Colony

ALthough

tedious and

not

elegant

;

Affairs.
The Cabots of Venetian Extract obtained 1595, a
Patent from K. Henry VII of England, of all Lands to
be by them difcovered Weft of Europe, as to Property ;
with a Refervation of a certain Royal Perquifite ; this
King underftood Perquifites ; the Father John, and after
wards the Son Sebaftian% fitted out from Briftol ; in their
firft Voyage upon the Difcovery of a N. W. Paffage to
China, and the Eaft Indies, being obftructed by the Ice,
the Sailors mutined and returned to England, with
out effecting any thing of Confequence.
Anno 1498, Sebaftian ranged the Continent of North'America frOm 40 d. to 6y d. N. Lat. and at feveral
Places took a nominal Occupancy from Difcovery, with
out making any Settlement ; thus notwithftanding of the
Difcoveries, we had no Poffeffion for near a Century
of Years.
Sir Walter Raleigh, a noted Difcovery Projector, fee
Vol. I. P. 111, Anno 1584, March 25, obtained of
Queen Elizabeth a Patent for Difcoveries and Settlements
in America ; upon the return of the Veffels of the firft
Adventure, in Honour to the Virgin Queen Elizabeth*
the Name of Virginia in general was given to the North
Part of the Continent fo far as the Gulph of St. Laurence
North, to Florida South. In procefs of Time the French
made fome fmall Settlements in the North Parts of North'
X x
Vol. II.
America,.
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America, and called them Nova Francia,

6rV.

Nouvelle

or

France ; at this Time known by the Names of V Accadia, {Nova-Scotia) and Canada. The Swedes, Fins, and
Dutch introduced by Hudfon, made Settlements upon
Hudfons or Rord Rivier and Delaware or Zyud Rivier,
Thus in
and called it Nova Belgia or New- Netherlands-.
the beginning of the laft Century the Eaftern Coaft of
North- America was divided into, i. Nova- Francia, 2%
North Virginia comprehending the Colonies of NovaScotia and New-England. 3. Nova-Belgia or New-Ne
therlands, at prefent known by the Names of NewTork, New-Jerfies, and Pennfylvania. 4. South Virginia
which does comprehend Maryland, Virginia, North Ca
rolina, South Carolina, and Georgia.
Upon the new Difcoveries, many feparate Grants of
Diftricts were made to private Proprietors, but after
wards for the regularity and eafe of Jurifdiction, the
Crown affumed the J urif dictions, and reduced them to
more convenient Models of Government.
Maryland is properly a Sprout from Virginia, therefore
the Connection of this Settlement with the firft Difco
veries muft be referred to the Section of Virginia ; here
we (hall only obferve how and when it did
Sprout. Ste
Vol. I. P. 288, the Newfoundland Section.
Towards the end of K. James I. Reign, Sir George
Calvert principal Secretary of State, afterwards Lord Bal
timore, obtained a Patent for fome fifhing Harbours in
Newfoundland-, by reafon of the Civil Troubles in En
gland, thefe Settlements were difcontinued ; being a zea
lous Roman Catholick, with other diffenting Zealots of
various Sectaries, he left England and retired to Virginia:,
As the Virginians were generally Bigots to the Church
of England Sectary, they did not ufe him fo well as
he expected ; and as the Virginians had not fettled fur->
ther North than Potomack River, Lord Baltimore went
home and obtained from K. Charles I. a Grant of all the
Lands from the Mouth of Potomack River in about
d.
.

10 m.

N.

to

the Swede oilq\ Finland Settlements which

38

were

reckoned
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reckoned to the.bottom of Chefapeak Bay, in about the
Latitude of 39 d.45 m. or 15 Englifh Miles South of
Philadelphia parallel ; the Account, of the Controverfies
concerning the Boundaries between the Properties and Ju-

rifdictions of Maryland and Pennfylvunia, we refer back
the Section of Pennfylvania,
The Banditti Dutch, Swedes, and Fins were
prior to
the Englifh in their Settlements upon Delaware River
and Weftward inland. Upon a new
Royal Regulation
in Virginia, feveral Families went over from
England to
fettle there, amongft thofe were Lord Baltimore a
rigid
Roman Catholick, for the Advantage of the more free
Exercife of his Religion^he retired thither ; but
being
ill ufed by the Church of England Sectary, and
finding
that the Humour of petitioning for large Tracts of
Lands was encouraged by the Court at Home, and that
the Virginia Settlers had not extended further North
•than Potomack River ; Lord Baltimore petitioned for a
Grant of vacant Lands from North of Potomack River*
to the Swedijh and Finlanders .Settlements between the
bottom of Chefapeak Bay and Delaware River, and ob
tained the Promife of a Grant for the fame ; but dying
foon, his Son and Heir obtained the Patent dated June
20, 1632 ; that Part of the Patent which regards the
Boundaries in the Englifh Tranflation from the Original
Latin Inftrument, runs thus. Know ye therefore that we,
favouring the pious and noble Purpofes of the faid Baron
to

if Baltimore, of

our

fpecial Grace,

certain

Knowledge,

and mere Motion, have given, granted, and confirmed, and
by this our prefent Charter for us our Heirs and Succeffors
do give, grant and confirm unto Cecilius now Baron of
Baltimore, his Heirs and Affigns, all that Part of a Pen
infula lying in the Parts of America, between the Ocean
on the Eaft, and the Bay or Gulph -of
Chefapeak, on the
Part
other
divided
the
and
from
Weft,
thereof by a right
Line drawn from the Promontory or Cage of Land called
Watkins Point {fcituate in* the aforefaid Bay or Gulph
near the River of Wighco) on the Wtft% unto the main

Ocean
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the Eaft, and between that bounds on the South,
as far as to the AEftuary of Delaware on the North, where
it is fcituate to the fortieth degree of Northern Latitude
from the Equinoxial where New- England ends, and all that
Trail of Land within the Bounds underwritten, viz. paffing
from the aforefaid ^Eftuary called Delaware Bay in a
right Line, by the Degree aforefaid, unto the true Meridian
if the firft Fountain of the River Potomack, and from
thence tending or paffing toward the South to the further
Bank of the faid River, and following the Weft and South
Side thereof, unto a certain Place called Cinquack, fcituate
near the Mouth of faid River, where it falls into the afore
faid Bay or Gulph of Chefapea(R and from thence by the
fhorteft Line that can be drawn unto the aforefaid Promontary or Place called Watkins Point. So that all the
Trail of Land divided by the Line aforefaid drawn between
the main Ocean and Watkins Point, unto the Promontory
called Cape Charles, and all its Appur tenancies, do remain
entirely excepted to us our Heirs and Succejfors for ever.
We do alfo grant and confirm unto the faid now Lord Balti
more, his Heirs and Affigns, all Lands and Iflets within
the Limits aforefaid, and all and Jingular the IJlands and
Iflets which are or fhall be in the Ocean within ten Leagues
from the Eaftern Shore of the faid > Country towards the
Eaft, &c. Lord Baltimore called it Maryland from the
Name of the Queen Confort.
For the North Bounds of this Province, fee the Penn
fylvania Section, Vol. II. P. 308, being a parallel 15
Enligfh Miles South of the Southermoft Part of the
City of Philadelphia in about Lat. 39 d. 45 m. Its Eaft
Line is the Weft Line of the three lower Counties of
Pennfylvania, already delineated, to Cape Henlopen, and
from Cape Henlopen by the Ocean to a parallel or Eaft
and Weft Line drawn from Watkins Point near
Wighco
River on Chefapeak Bay in about the Lat. of 38 d. 10. m :
Its Southern Bound is this parallel on the Eaft Side of
Chefapeak Bay, and further on the Weft Side of faid Bay
up Potomack River as the River runs, here are fome
Ocean

on

Difputes,

0/ Maryland.'
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Difputes with Lord Fairfax Proprietor of the North Neck
of Virginia : Its Weft Line is a fmall Opening between
the Properties of the Penns and of Lord Fairfax as fettled
by Treaty with the fix Nations of Indians known by
the Name of Mohawks, June 29, 1 744, at Lancafter in
Pennfylvania, viz. that the Boundaries fhall be at two
Miles above the uppermoft Falls of Potomack River, and
run from thence in a North Line to the South Bounds of
Pennfylvania, and the Indians gave a Quit-Claim to all
the Lands in Maryland Eaft of that Line for the Con
fideration of ,£. 300 Currency paid to them by Maryland,
Virginia and Maryland are an open Country with many
navigable Rivers and Creeks, without any Battery De
fence, and the Inhabitants much difperfed ; therefore much
expofed to the Incurfions and Depredations of Enemy
armed Veffels ; fcarce any Towns, general Harbours and
Barcadiers ; becaufe moft Planters or Traders have navi
gable Barcadiers of their own ; after fome Time there
muft be general Barcadiers at the Falls of the feveral'
Rivers for the benefit of the inland Country.
Upon the Grant and Patent 1632, Lord Baltimore had
a defign to go to Maryland m Perfon, but altered his Mind
and appointed his Brother Leonard Calvert Efq; to go
•

Governor in his Stead, and joined Jeremy Hawley Efq; and
Thomas Cornwallis, Efq; in 'the Commiflion. The firft
Colony confifted of about 200 Perfons, fent by his Lordfhipin the dutumn 1633 ; they were chiefly Gentlemen of
good Families and Roman Catholicks •, the principal were,
Leonard Calvert Governor.
V
Efq;
Hawley
Jeremy

Thomas Cornwallis,
Brother to
Calvert
George
the Governor.

Richard GerrardECaj
Edward Winter Efq;
Frederick Winter Efqi

Henry Wifeman Efq-,

John Sanders
Mr. John Baxter
Mr.

Afliftants.
f
Mr. Edward Cranfield
Mr. Henry Green
Mr. Nicholas Fairfax
Mr. Thomas Dorr el

blq;

Mr. John Medcalfe
Mr. WHit am Saire

Capt. John

Hill

They
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They failed from Cowes in the Ifle of White, November
22,1 632, after touching at Barbadoes, and St. Chriftophers^
arrived in Virginia February 24th following, and 3d of
March arrived in, Potomack River ; after ranging the
Country about Potomack River, they at laft fettled with
the Confent of the Indians, at the Indian Town called
Tamaco at the Mouth of the River, to which they gave
the Name of St. Maries. It is faid that in the firft two
Years this Settlement of a Colony, coft Lord Baltimore
about £. 40,000 Sterl. by bringing over People, Pro
vifions, and other Stores.
During the Civil Wars in England, Lord Baltimore
was deprived of the Government or Jurifdiction of Ma
ryland, about the Reftoration 1661, Charles Lord Balti
more, Son of Cecilius obtained a Confirmation of the Grant
1632, and made feveral Voyages thither, but the Pro
prietor being a Roman Catholick, the Crown retained
the Jurifdiction, and appointed the Governor and all
other Civil Officers : The prefent Proprietor is Proteftant*
and enjoys both Government or Jurifdiction and Property.
In the trading Road by Harris's Ferry on Sefquabanab
River the breadth of Maryland from Pennfylvania Boun
dary Line, to Potomack River does nos exceed 8 Miles,
but higher it is faid to widen again. N. B. Paxton on
Sefquabanab River, is the 'trading Place in this Road.
The Lords Baltimore Referve in each County, fome
Mannors not granted, as the Penns do in Pennfylvania,
and as Proprietors- of large Tracts of Land in New-En
gland, referve fome part to themfelves, when they fell
off Parcels ; thefe Parcels when improved, rife the value
of the referved Lands.
Maryland was fo called from K. Charles I. Queen
Henrietta Maria, a Daughter of Frances, it was held of
the Crown in common Soccage as of his- Majefty's
Honour of Windfor, paying yearly two Indian Arrows
to the Caftle of Windfor when demanded.
By an Aft
of Affembly for Liberty of Confcience to all. Perfoos
who profefs Chriftianity -, Proteftant Diffenters, as well as
r

Roman

O/'Maryland.*
Roman Catholicks

were

induced

to
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The

prior Settlement of Virginia was of great Advantage to*
the fettling of the Colony of Maryland^ tn fupplying
them with, fundry Neceffaries.
In Maryland and Virginia, the publick Rates or Taxes
for Province, County, and Parifh are called Levies ;
it is a Capitation or Poll Tax, upon all Tythables, that
is upon all Males of Whites^-and upon all Negroes,
Males and Females of 16 Mt. and upwards to 60 Mt.
In

Maryland

the Tax is

generally

from 90 lb.

to

i2q

Wt. of Tobacco, according to Exigencies per Ann. foe
each Poll, whereof 40 Wt. to the Rector of the Parifh ;
the reft is for the Poors Rate, Affemblymen's Wages,
&c. The Clergymen of Maryland are upon the moft pro
fitable Lay of all our Plantation Clergy ; they are not
confined to a fixed Salary (in Virginia the Parifh Mi
nifters are fixed to 16,000 1. Wt.. of Tobacco "per Ann.
Salary) but in this growing Country as they are paid in
Proportion to the Number of Taxables, the more that
the Colony increafes in People, the larger is their Income,
until the Parifhes become fo large as to require to be
fubdivided : there is at prefent near 40,000 Taxables in

Maryland.
In Maryland

the Affembly at Times fixes Produce at
certain Price as a legal Tender for the Year ; for In
ftance, Anno 1732, Tobacco was fixed at i^per lb. Wt.
Indian Corn at iod. per Bufhel, Wheat at 3/ /\.d. per
Bufhel, Pork 2d., per lb. Wt. Quit Rents and King's
Duties were excepted, and were payable in Proclamation
Money, 6 f. per heavy piece of Eight, now called a
a

Spanifh

Dollar.

People of Maryland have been happy, in not
being expofed to the Incurfions and Rapines of the
outland Indians ; they are covered by the neighbouring
Provinces •, their opening between the Provinces of Vir
Anno 1677, the
ginia and Pennfylvania isvrry fmall.
committed
Miftake
with
War
at
by
Indians
Virginia,
The

fome
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Outrages in Maryland. A few Years fifice, the
Indians upon referved Lands, principally in the County
of Dorcbefter, Eaft of Chefapeak-Bay, upon fome Difguft
feemed to be mutinous, but being fenfible of their own
Inability, that humour foon fubfided. Therefore we can
have no Article of their Wars with the French, Spaniards,
and Indians.
fome

of the Viciffitudes in Grants and confeGovernments or Jurifdictions is of permanent
Ufe ; but the Provincial or Municipal Acts as to Divifions of Diftricts and Counties, are variable and
fluctuating according to the Humours of the Affembly
Men. During the Civil Wars, the Baltimore Family
were deprived of their Jurifdiction in Maryland ; after
the Reftoration 1661, they obtained a Confirmation of
their Royal Patent, but the Proprietor being a Roman
Catholick, the Court of England appointed the Governor
and other Civil Officers. Upon the Revolution, the
Crown or Court of England, retained the Jurifdiction of
the Province of Maryland : The prefent Lord Balti
more is of the Proteftant Denomination, and is vefted
in the Jurifdiction as well as Property of Maryland.
The

Hiftory

quential

Into

Maryland and Virginia are imported about 4,000
Slaves
per Ann. fome Planters have 500 Slaves,
Negro
Col. Carter of Virginia is faid to have had 900, and Mr.
Bennet of Maryland 1300 at one Time. A Peck of
Indian Corn and fome Salt is their weekly Allowance
of Provifion for each Negro ; they are reckoned to
raife 1000 lb. Wt. of Tobacco befides fonje Barrels of
Corn per Head, 6000 Tobacco Plants are reckoned to
yeild 1000 lb. Wt. of Tobacco, the Planters by Act of
Affembly in Virginia and Maryland, are inhibited from
planting more than 6000 Plants of Tobacco per Negro.
It is reckoned, there may be 300 to 400 Felons or
Mifcreants imported yearly to Maryland frorri England ;
this Importation of a vile Levies is fufficient to corrupt
any

Of Maryland.
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any Plantation Settlement or Improvement ; it is ex
pected that the Government at Home are contriving a
more falutary Method of
punifhing fome Criminals than
by fowing of them in the Colonies.
As the Colonies or Provinces of
land, lye in the fame long Bay of

avoid

Virginia and Mary
Chefapeak, we cannot

giving a joint Account of them upon fome Occa
fions, principally with Regard to their Trade and Na
vigation.
Rivers and Mountains.

The

gradual Soundings in the Ocean before Veffels
Chefapeak- Bay, renders the Navigation of Virginia
Maryland very fafe ; by the many navigable Rivers,

enter

and

Bays and Creeks which communicate with the great
Bay, the Water Carriage is very commodious : This fine
Bay reaches from Cape Henry at its Entrance in about
37 d. Lat. to the bottom of the Bay where it receives
the River Sefquabanab in about 39 d. 45 m. Lat. Vir
ginia lies upon this Bay from Cape Henry in Lat. 37,
to the Mouth of Potomock River, which divides Virgi
nia from Maryland in Lat. 38 : Maryland lies upon the
other Part of this long Bay.
Upon the Eaft Side of this great Bay are many fmall
Bays, Creeks, and Rivers, but of fhort Courfe, becaufe
the Neck of Land between this Bay and the Ocean is
narrow ; in the Virginia Part there are no Rivers ; in
the Maryland Part there are feveral fhort navigable Ri
vers, which generally and naturally ferve as Boundaries
of Counties, viz. Pokomoke, Witomoco, Nanticoke, Chaptank, Wye, Chefier, Safapbras, Elke, and North Eaft:
Rivers.
Upon the Weft Side of this long Bay are many long
navigable beautiful Rivers -x in the Virginia Part are
James River, Tork River, Rapahanok River, and the
South Side of Potomock River, by thefe the Weftern

Shore of Virginia is divided into four Necks of Land*
Y y
Vol. IL
the
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the Property of three of thefe Necks is in the Crown,
the Property of the Northern Neck is in Lord Fairfax,
who married the Heirefs of Lord Colepeper, as fhall be
related more at large in the Section of Virginia ; in the
Maryland Part are the North Side of Potomock River,
Patuxen River, South River, Severn River, Patapfco River,
Gunpowder River.
The two Capes of Virginia which make the Entrance
of the Bay, are about 20 Miles diftant, and were called
by Capt. Smith, Henry and James, the Names of K. James
I. two Sons ; the direct Courfe of the fiay is N. by W.
From Bahama Landings at the bottom of
and S. by E.
the Bay to New-Caftle on Delaware River, are 30 Miles

good Travelling.
Sefquabanab River, as we mentioned in the Section of
Pennfylvania, comes from fmall Ponds a little South of
Mohawks River in the Province of New Tork, croffes the
Province of Pennfylvania and falls into the bottom of
CbefapeakBxy in the Northern Parts of Maryland.
The other great Rivers of Virginia and Maryland,
all lye W. Side of the Bay ; only James River, and Po
tomock River reach the great Apolacian Mountains, cal
In Virginia and Maryland the Tides
led the Blue-Hilts.
fmall.
Maryland and Virginia are flat Countries, excepting
the Apolacian great Mountains to the Weftward, which
begin in the Province of Pennfylvania, and run 900 Miles
S. W. at about 150 or 200 Miles Diftance from, the
Eaftern Shore of the Atlantick Ocean, and terminate in
the Bay of Apolaxy near Penfacola, in the Gulph of
Mexico.
Col. Spotfwood Lieut. Governor of Virginia,
was the firft who
paffed the Apolacian Mountains, or
and
the Gentlemen his Attendants
Blue-Hills,
great
were called
the
of
Knights
Horfejhoe, having difcovered
a Horfe- Pafs.
At prefent there are two Paffes crofs
thefe Mountains, the North Pafs is in
Spotjylvnnia, the
South Pafs is near Brunfwick. Some Rivers have been

are

very

difcovered

on

the Weft Side of the

Apolacian Moun
tains^

Of Maryland
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tains, which fall into the River Ohio, which falls intd
the River Miffiffippi below the River Ilinois.
For fome further Account of the Apolacian Mountain?,
fee the Section of Pennfylvania , Vol. IF. P. 313. The
Irifh who had made Settlements in the Weftern Parts
of Pennfylvania, are exceeded by the Germans of late
Years imported into Pennfylvania, thefe "Germans
by a
Superior Induftry and Frugality (notwithftanding of the
North of Ireland, Proteftants being noted for Induftry
and frugality) have purchafed moft of the Irifli Settle
ments there, and the Irifli move further into
Maryland,
Virginia, and North Carolina, along the Foot of the
Apolacian Mountains, where the Land is good and
very promifing, being the Wafli of thefe Hills and
Mountains : The Indian Traders travel this Road, to
head many of the Rivers, here are feveral Congregations
of Irifli Prefbyterians, to be defcribed in the Section of

Virginia.
The Alarum Lift, and the Training Militia are nearly
in the fame Manner, and under the fame Regulations
as in the Colonies already mentioned.
As to the Numbers of White and Black
in
the Province, we may make fome Eftimate from the Polls
of Taxables as found 1734 upon an exact Scrutiny,
when every Taxable was allowed 30/ out of a large
Emiffion of Paper Currency, they were at that Time
about 36,000 Perfons of white Men 16 Mt. and upwards,
and of Blacks Men and Women from 16 Mt. to 60
Mt. perhaps at prefent theTaxables may be about 40,000.
The Proprietor's Quit-Rents are 2/ Sterl. per Ann. for
every 100 Acres, he in Time patented vacant Lands
at 4/ per 100 Acres, lately he has endeavoured to let va
cant Lands at 10/ QuitjRent per 100 Aeres^ but it did
of Lands and col
not take ; he manages (fhe
of
the
Not many Years
Quit-Rents
by
lecting
fince, the Affembly with Confent'of the pord Proprietor,
byway of Experimcnt;^ririg the Term of the three

People

patd'hting
Agents.

Years,; granted their Proprietor iA Lieu^ftf Quit-Rents,
"

•:-■■•■'

t
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Revenue of 3/ 6d Sterl. Duty per Hogfhead of To*
to be paid by the Merchant or
Shipper, thus the
Planters or Affembly to eafe themfelves, laid the Burthen

a

bacco,

.

upon Trade, this amounted to about £.5,000 Sterl.
per Ann. but upon the Expiration of the three Years,
this Projection was dropt, and the
Proprietor found it
more for his Intereft to revert to the Revenue
arifing
from his Quit- Rents.
The Governors Allowance of Salary is as
per Agree
ment with the
Proprietor ; The Council are paid by the
Country 180 lb. Tobacco per Z>/<?w,whichjs much grumbled at, becaufe they are of his
Appointment, and his
Creatures : The Reprefentatives are
paid by the. Country
or
publick Revenue 160 lb. Tobacco per Diemt
The Proprietor has feveral referved
good Mannors
in many Parts of the Province, which he lets to Farm.
By his Patent the Proprietor is not obliged to tranfmic
the Provincial Laws Home for
Approbation.
Anno 1 704, The Affembly laid a
Duty of if per
one
half
to
the
Tobacco,
Hogfhead
Proprietor, the other
half towards the Charges of the. Government.
There is an Impoft upon Negro Slaves of
20/ Sterl.
and 20/ Currency.
As in the other Britifh Colonies,
they have diftinct
Province, County, and Parifh Rates or Taxes. The
Provincial Taxes are Polls of Taxables at
90 lb. of To
bacco per Head or upwards, according to
Exigencies ;
upon the Cuba or Spanifh Weft- India Expedition, it was
126 lb : Impoft upon Servants, Slaves, and
Liquors,
Excife, &c.
Currencies. The principal Currency of
Maryland and
Virginia is Tobacco per lb. or Ct. Wt. as it is ftated
from Time to Time by Acts of
Affembly or tacit ge
neral Confent of the People. In
Maryland, before 1 73Z
the Currency was reckoned at Proclamation Value
6J
per heavy piece of Eight v but that Year the AflTembly
went into the iniquitous Scheme of a

which

Paper Currency

fraudulently had been praiiifedin

pmy of

our

Colonies

5,
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Colonies ; they emitted £. 90,000 in Bills of publick
Credit, whereof 30/ to every Taxable, being 36,000

Taxables, is £. 54,000, the remaining 36,000, was to
build a Governor's Houfe, and to be let upon Loan :
The Fund for calling in thefe Bills of publick Credit
was a Duty upon Liquors, &c. to be
paid in Sterling,
and lodged in the Bank of England, all thefe Bills to be
cancelled in the Space of 30 Years.
Thefe Bills were
not (by the Act of Affembly) receivable in the Pro
prietors Quit-Rents, and fundry publick Fees, becaufe
an
enfuing Depreciation was obvious to People of Fore-

i and accordingly from 33 and 3 Quarters Differ
of Exchange with London, it gradually did rife to
Anno 1740, the Pennfylvania
150 Difference.
8/ was
equal to 12/ Maryland ; but as the Fund for cancelling
thefe Bills of Credit was regularly tranfmitted to the
Bank of England, they gradually recovered their Value,
and Anno 1748, 200 Maryland was equal to 100 Sterl.
The firft Period for calling in and cancelling one
third of thefe Bills was in September 1748, and by Act
of Affembly there was allowed from September 29, 1748,
to March 29, 1749, to bring in all the Bills to be burnt ;
accordingly of the £. 90,000, £. 83,962 16/ were
brought in (the remaining £. 6,000 was fuppofed to be
annihilated by being torn, loft, &c.) and burnt, the Poffeffors were paid one third in Bills of Exchange upon
the Bank of England, and two thirds in new Bills ; after
1 6 Years more, the Poffeffors of the two Thirds will
receive 15/ Sterl. for every 20/ Currency.

fight

ence

Courts, Leg!flat ive and Executive.
The firft Settlement was at St. Mary's, near the
Mouth of Potomock River ; the Legiflative Court or
General Affembly, and the Provincial Supreme Court
of Judicature were kept there many Years, but Anno
1699, for the better Conveniency of the whole Province,
they were removed to Annapolis at the Mouth of the
River Severn,

as

being nearly the

Centre of the Province.
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At firft the Province

was divided into
five each Side of the great Bay.

being
St. Mary's

Charles
Calvert
Ann Arundel
Baltimore
Anno 1695,
conftituted on
Counties were

10

Counties*

Somerfet
Dorchefter
Weft Side.

Talbot
Kent

Eaft Side.

Cecil
Prince George, an additional County, was
the Weft Side of the Bay, and all the
divided into 30 Parilhes.
At prefent 1752, the Province of Mary land is divided
into 14 Counties, that is 7 Counties each Side of the

great Bay.
St.

Mary's

Calvert
Prince George
Charles
Ann Arundel
Baltimore
Frederick

Worchefter
Somerfet
Dorchefter
Weft Side.

Talbot
Eaft Side.
% Annes
Kent
Cecil
Formerly in Maryland, the Affembly or Legiflative
lower Houfe (the Council is called the Upper Houfe of
Affembly) was triennial ; at prefent they are called, ad
journed, prorogued, and diffolved at the Governor's Plea
fure ; the Reprefentatives are called the lower Houfe
of Affembly.
In the Government of Maryland, there are four Ne
gatives in the Legiflature, viz. the lower Houfe or
Houfe of Reprefentatives where all Bills for Acts do
originate, the Governor's Council, the Governor, and
Lord Proprietor.
Of the four Negatives in the Legiflature, the Pro
prietor may be faid to have three, viz. the
own Negative,, that of his Governor or
Deputy, and that
of the Council nominated by himfelf.
The Corqplernent of the Council is twelve,
appointee!
by the Governor General, Principal, or Proprietor ; biit
paid by the Province^ 1 80 lb. Tobacco per Diem.

Proprietors

The

Of Maryland.1
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The lower Houfe of Affembly or Houfe of Represen
tatives, confifts of four from each of the prefent 14
Counties, and two from the Metropolis or Provin
cial Town of Annapolis, paid 160 lb. Tobacco per Diem.
With regard to the Executive Courts, we may begin
with the Parifh Vefteries, who not only manage the
Affairs of the Parifh Church, but alfo manage the Pru
dential Matters of the Diftrict, as the ScleJt Men, fo
called in New-England, manage their Townihip Affairs,
they are alfo Affeffors of Rates or Taxes. In each Parifh
are 12 in Number for Life, and upon a
Demifc,
the Survivors fupply the Vacancies after the Manner of
the Urcedfchap, of the Towns in Holland.
The County Courts in Maryland, are Jheld in the
Months of March, June, Auguft, and November, at ptrefent they are as follows,
"1 Talbot C. 2d Tuefday ^ 'Dorchefter C.
offaidM.in. y Cecil
\Baltimre
of
iftTuefday
faid Mon. in > St. Mary's
y dm Arundel
Charles
Worcefter
Kent
Cou.
of
4thTuefday
3d Tuefday
]
| Queen Amu's
offaidM.in >Pr. Georges
faid Mon. in } Calvert
Frederick
J Somerfet
In the Months of Apr ii and September, there is a Cir
cuit Court of Affizes for trying Titles of Land, and' of
Criminal Cafes : One diftinct Court each fide of the Bay
confifting of a Chief Judge, an Affiftant Judge, and
Court
proper Juries, who fit in the refpective County

they

j

J

J

Houfes.
From the

«

is Appeal to the Proheld 3d Tuefday of
is
which
vincial Court of Annapolis,
in
perfonal Debts of
May, and 3d Tuefday of Otlober

£.
*

50

or

County Courts, there

upwards.

In the City of Annapolis
Courts, viz. laft Tuefday in

held

quarterly Mayors
January, April, July, and
are

Otlober.
From the Provincial Courts, held

is allowed
"

an
"

"

Appeal,
'

at

Annapolis,

there

in Cafes of & 300 Sterl. Value
CT
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the King in Council, the Appeal is firft
brought under the Deliberation (this is a Regulation for
all the Colonies) of a Committee of Council called the
Lords of Appeals, and from thence reported to the King
in Council for a final Determination.
The Commiffary, a place of about £. iooo per Ann.
is not a
Superintendant of the Clergy, he is a Judge con
cerning the Probate of Wills, granting of Adminift rations,
and the like.
The Lieut. Governor is Chancellor, he grants Licences
For Marrying, which are given out or fold at 25/ by a
Minifter or Parfon in each County, whereof 20/ to the
Governor, and 5 / to this Parfon ; he has Fees for the
great Seal of the Province, and fundry other Perquifites j
the Sallary allowed him by the Proprietor is per Agree
ment and feldom known ; the Country generally
gives
three half Pence per Hogfhead Tobacco exported.
The Court of Vice Admiralty, is of the fame Nature
as in the Colonies already defcribed ; as is alfo
The Jufticiary Court of Admiralty for trying Cafes
of Pyracy, Robbery, and other Felonies committed on
the High Seas, appointed by a Commiffion from Queen
'Anne, purfuant to an Act of Parliament, 11,12, Gul.
called an Act for the more effectual Suppreffion of Pyracy.
or

upwards, to

The
We have

Proprietors and Deputy Governors.
already hinted, Vol. II. P. 358,

that Sir

George Calvert, afterwards Lord Baltimore, obtained from
K. Charles I. a Promife of a Grant of thefe Lands now
called Maryland, and afterwards his Son Cecilius Lord
Baltimore, had a Royal Patent for the fame, 1632.
During the Civil Wars in England, and the Ufurpation of Oliver Cromwell, the Concerns of the Baltimore
Family in Maryland Jay Dormant, the Family, being
bigotted Roman Catholicks. Soon after K. Charles IL
Reftoration, 1661 Charles Lord Baltimore, Son of Cecilius
obtained a Royal Confirmation of the
1632 Grant; he
went to Maryland, and continued there fome time.

Not-
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Notwithstanding of the Baltimore Family being rigid
Roman Catholick Zealots, K. James II. fuperfeded their Ju
rifdiction there ; the Scheme of the Englifh Court at that
Time was, to reduce all Proprietary and Charter Govern
to the Jurifdiction of the Crown.
After the Revolution of K. William III. the Baltimore
Family had better Ufage, and at prefent they are be
Proteftant Subjects ; for the Succeffion of
come good
the Lords Baltimore, fee Vol. II. P. 309. Charles Lord
Baltimore, Member of the Britifh Parliament for the
County of Surrey died in April 1751, and was fucceeded
by his Son Frederick Lord Baltimore.
Upon the Revolution, Sir Edmond Androfs was ap
pointed Governor of Maryland, and was fuperfeded by
Gol» Nicbolfon : Androfs died in Lond. 1 7 1 4, in a great Age.
Col. Nat. Blackifton, fucceeded Col. Nicbolfon. *
Col. Blackifton was fucceeded by Col. William Saymour
into Barbadoes by Strefs of Weather,
1
704 : Seymour put
and had an eight Months Voyage.
Col. Corbet fucceeded as Lieut. Governor in Place of

ments,

.

Col. Seymour.
Col. Hunt arrives Lieut. Governor 17 14, and upon
K. George'.s Acceffion he was continued Governor.
Col. Nicbolfon was a Knight Errant Governor ; by his Curfing,
and Hypocritical devotional Exercifes ; he was at Times
made Ufe of by the Court in dirty Affairs j particularly when any
a People
were
new Encroachments upon the Privileges of
defigned
with harlh Ufage; for Inftance 1686, he was appointed Lieut. Go
vernor of the Dominions of Neiv- England Under Sir Edmond Androft :
Revolution in the Miniftry of Queen
1 7 10, upon the much faulted
Anne he was fent to the Northern Colonies of Britijb North- Ame
rica with an unprecedented Commiffion as lnfpecltr General of all
Affairs, Ecclefiaftick, Civil, and Military ; and in that Capacity did
much intimidate fome Governors and their Councils : Governor
Hunter of New York, a Gentleman of Spirit told me, that if Col.
afted in the fame Manner
Nicbolfon had proceeded to Neiv-Tork,znd
of
; he would at aM
Province
in
the
did
he
Maffachufetts-Bay
as
Rifles, have fent him Home, to be tried by the Judicatories there, as
Peace of the Colony under Patext of an Antia Difturber of the
*

Swearing,

conftitutional unprecedented Commiflion.
Zz
Vol. II.

I
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mention the Succeffion of Governors of

BenedicJ Leonard Calvert, Efq; homeward bound, died
Sea 1732, and was fucceeded by Samuel Ogle, Efq;
1746,7 in March arrives Samuel Ogle, Efq; appointed
Lieut. Governor of Maryland in Place of Thomas Bladen,
Efq-, Mr. Ogle continues Lieutenant Governor at this
at

Writing,

; 752.

Produce and Manufactures.
Thefe are nearly the fame in the Provinces of Ma
ryland and Virginia, this Article may ferve for both.

Tobacco * is an aboriginal American Plant or Herb,.
and is faid to have been firft found among the Florida

Indians,
*

As the Ufe of this Plant or Herb by an unaccountable Whim
is become the general Amufement of Europe and of the
European
Settlements on the Eaftern Side of North- America, by

and

Smoaking,

and as no Authors hitherto have given
us an
or Icon ef this Plant,
I do here delcribe it
from
own Obfervations as it
grows.
There are many curious Virginia Gentlemen Planters, who as.
Botanifis cultivate Varieties of Tobacco ; but as this is not a Bo
tanical Effay, I muft drop them, and fhall only defcribe that
Spe
cies which is cultivated and manufadtured for Exportation. in Trade.
Nicotiana major latifolia. C. B. P. M. H. 2, 492. Nicotiana
mojor,
five Tabaccut* majus. J. B. 3. 629. Hycfryamus Peruiianus. Dod.
P. 450. Tobacco : The Icons of John Bauhine and of Mcrifon'xic
It is an annual Plant, when it is at its full Growth, it
not exaft.
is about the height of an ordinary Man, the Stalk is
ftraight, hairy,
asd clammy, like that of the Hyofcyamus niger vel vulgaris. C. B. P.
Common black Henbane ; the whole Habit is of an obfolete yellow ifh
Green ; Leaves alternate, fome of the lower Leaves are a Cubit
long
and nine Inches wide entire, but waved ; the lateral Cofta of the Leaf
into
one another near the
arch
Margin, the Leaves have no Pedicles
(the major angufiiftlia has leng Pedicles) and by an aoriculated Bale
embrace the Stalk ; towards the top, the Stalk branches from the
Sinus's of the Leaves, and higher from the Sinus of a flender
folicuhm proceed fafcilesof Flowers : The Flower is flender and tubulous
one and half Inch
with an obfolete diluted

Chewing
exaft Defcription
the Life, by my

Snuffing,

;

tong,yeIjQwifh

Purple Brim,
not

0/

Maryland
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Indians, who Smoaks

to fatisfy their
Hunger -, fome
came
it
from
that
the
Ifland
write,
Tobago one of the
Iflands
of
India
the
fame
Name -, but moft
Weftnearly
came from Peru, becaufe in North-America
it
probably
it is not fpontaneous, the aboriginal Indians of North'
America do not cultivate it, they purchafe it of the En
glifh Planters and fmoak it with Pleafure. Its Clafftcal
or Tribe Names it is Nicotiana fo called from John Nicot,
Ambaflador at the Court of Portugal,
a Frenchman
he fent fome of its Seed, which he had from a Dutch
Man, to the Court oi -France.
It has been faid by fome Writers, that Sir Francis
Drake firft brought it to England from the Ifland Tobago
of tl?5 Weft-Indies. The Name is Indian ; we have no
certain Account of Tohaeco, till Sir Walter Rawleigb'sf
Arrival in England from Virginia, 1585, it was cabled
Indian Henbane : It was ufed by the Aboriginal Ame
rican Indians* both in North and South-America before
the Europeans arrived there.

divided, ; but expanded into 4 or 5 Angles ; the Calix is tubu
feed,
or
$ narrow Segments ; the PiftiUum becomes the
Veffel Cohoidal, 5 or 6 Lines Diameter at bottom, and near an Inch
long, Bicopfular with a middle fpungy double Plactn'ta, and contains
Seeds ;• the- Seed is ripe end of September :
many fmall round brownifti
In New- England \t is planted in Cow Pens, it is hotter and dees net
fmoak fo agreeably as that of Virginia,.
In Trade there are only two Species of Tobacco, viz. Aranokoe
from Maryland, a,nd the Northern Parts of Virginia, and fweet
fcented from the South Parts of Virginia, whereof the beft kind is
from James and 3 'ark Rivers ; the firft is the ftrongeft, and is in
demand in the Northern Markets of Europe, the other h milder and
not

lous of .4

.

more

pleafant

;

the

Difference feems

to

.

be

only

from the Soil

;

fweet-fcented which grows in Tandy Lands is beft for Smoaking when
two to three Years old ; that from ftiff Land if kept
or only
new
five or fix Years, much exceeds the former.
from Virginia to London
f Sir Walter Ratuleigh upofl.ftis return

SnapaUicg, in a gay Humour in his
bring hm. Xbme fmall Beer; in the
his Tobacco Pipe, and collected aMeuthmean 'Time having lighted
him * the
to
fol ofSrooak, let Kt, fly in the $erv*a*tV face furprize
tke fmall
Servant imagining that his Mailer's Facewtf a Fire, threw
returned
the
and
Jeff.
innocently
Seer in his Face,
1

c8e,

haying prajfofad

Tobacco

Clolet, ordered his Servant

to

Imported

,
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Great-Britain from

Virginia

Hoglheads of 800 lb. to 950 lb. Wt.
per Hogfhead j from Maryland about 30,000 Hoglheads'
of 700 lb. and upwards. It is an enumerated Com
modity and cannot be exported from Britifh America
about 35,000

to any Ports than
Great-Britain, and its Plantations.
The neat Duty upon Tobacco imported into GreatBritain is about £. 200,000 Sterl. per Ann. and £. 14000
Seizures. Anno 1733, when Sir Robert Walpole firft
Commiflionerofthe Treafury was projecting a Reduction
of fundry Cuftoms or -Imports upon Goods, to an Ex
cife, he propofed in Parliament, that the Duty upon
Tobacco which at that Time was 6d 1 third per
lb. fhould be only 4^ 2 Farthings per lb. whereof 4^
Excife and three Farthings Duty, this Scheme did not
fucceed. *
By a Convention or Agreement between the Courts
of Great-Britain and France* during the late War with
France, the Farmers of Tobacco in France did Contract
with Merchants in Great- Britain, (Mr. Fitz Gerald was
the general French Agent in Britain, ) for fome Bri
tifh Tobacco Ships with Pafsports, and to return to
Great- Britain m Ballaft; the fhipping Ports in Great?
Britain were London, Briftol, Liverpole, Whitehaven, and
Glafcow : The Delivery Ports in France were Diopei
Havre de Grace, Morlaix, Bourdeaux, Bayonne, and Mar-

fcilles.
Virginia

and Maryland fometimes produces more To
bacco than they can vent to Advantage, by glutting the
Markets + too much, and occafions a mutinous
Difpofition among the Planters, as happened in Bacon's Re
bellion in Virginia, and at Times to keep up the Pries
*

Sir RoBort Walpole was very Intenfe
upon bringing moft Duties
into Excife, and partly
Cuftoms, the better to

partly

intp

multiply

Revenue Officers, Creature* of the Miniftry, towards
carrying Par
liament Elections, &c.
|| This is fometimes the Cafe with the Jhttcb Eaft India Spices,
r.
and the Weft-India Sugars.

Of

Of
of Tobacco

able,
of

as was

Maryland.
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burn a certain Qantity for each Tax
done in Maryland upon their firft Emiffion

they

Paper Money.

The Tobacco is generally cultivated by Negroes in
Sets, feven or eight Negroes with an Overfcer is a fet ;
each working Negro is reckoned one Share, the Overfeer has one and a half or two Shares. The Charge
of a Negro is a Coarfe woolen Jacket and Breeches, with
one pair of Shoes in Winter ; victualling is one peck
of Indian Corn and fome Salt per Week. To prevent
Tobacco from becoming a Drug, no Taxable is to
cultivate above fix Thoufand Plants of Tobacco, be
fides Grain.
The Plantation Duty is \d Sterl. per lb. upon
Tobacco exported to the other Colonies, and is about
of Willi£. 200 towards the Revenue of the College
amfburg in Virginia.
Tobacco is not only their chief Produce for Trade,
but may alfo be called their Medium or Currency, it
is received in Taxes and Debts, the Infpecter's Notes
for Tobacco received by him, may be transferred, and
thefe Notes the Infpector immediately
upon Sight of
delivers to the Bearer fo much Tobacco.
Formerly the Tobacco Affair was managed by Re
ceivers at culling Houfes near the Shipping Places,
where the Planter delivered his Tobacco to the Mer
is a certain
chant ; at prefent in every River there
Tobacco
Planters
the
where
Stores
of
Country
Number
Marks
with
the
is
branded
is lodged, every Hogfhead
River.
and
Store,
of the° Planter,
The common Culture of Tobacco is in this Manner.
fine Mould, and tranfplanted
The Seed is fowed in Beds of
are fet at 3 or 4 Feet
Plants
the
of
May,
beginning
are hilled and kept continu
or
Diftanccs,
they
Intervals
as many Leaves are fhot out as
ally weeded 5 when
the Plant is topt and
the Soil can nourifh to Advantage,
from Time to Time,
it grows no higher, it is worm'd
Suckers which put forth between the Leaves are

the

--

--

taken
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taken off from Time

to

Time till the Plant arrives

to

Perfection, which is in Auguft •, when the Leaves be
gin to turn brownifh and fpot, in a dry Time the Plant
is cut down and hanged up to dry, after being fweated
in Heaps for one Night j when it may be handled with
out crumbling (Tobacco is not handled but in moift
Weather,) the Leaves are ftript off from the Stalk, tied
up in little Bundles and packt up in Hogfheads for
Tranfportation. No Suckers nor ground Leaves are al
lowed to be merchantable.
An induftrious Man may manage 6000 Plants of
Tobacco, and 4 Acres of Indian Corn.
The fmall Quantity of Tobacco which fome people
raife in Pennfylvania and North-Carolina is generally
fhipt off from Maryland and Virginia.
Tobacco is injurious to the Nerves, it is fomewhat *
Anodyne and intoxicates Perfons not ufed to it.
j

,

Pork, vaft Numbers of Swine or Hogs run wild or
ramble in the Woods of Maryland, Virginia, and NorthCarolina, they are generally fmall ; falted and barrelled
they make a confiderable Branch of the Export of thefe
Colonies ; ,they feed moftly upon Nuts of all Kinds'*
called Maft, they eat oily and rank.
Mall f or Forreft Nuts of many Kinds are very
plenty every fecond or third Year, and the following
Year not fo plenty ; thus it is with Apples and Cyder
in New- England •, the Plenty and confequently the Price
of Pork from Maryland, Virginia, and North-Carolina
depends upon the goodnefs of their Mafting Years \
*

The Europeans ufe Wine, and other fermented Liquors, as alfo
diftilled from them; The Turks, Per/tans, and other Oriental
Nations ule Opium, Bang, Betel, Sec. all which occafions a fdrt of
Indolence or Relaxation of Mind : Thus Mankind
by a natural ta
cit Confent allow, that |he, intttfife Applitation oi Mind, ike C^ris
and inquietudes pf Ltfe, reflajre fpme fpcjj
extents, of AJltviatiqt.
f This Word or Term feeinji to
the' Latin Word

Spirits

Mafticare.

prj^edrfjom

'-'■
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1733, a good Maft Year, one Man a Planter
and Merchant in Virginia, falted up three Thoufand
Barrels of Pork. Next to the Pork fed with Indian
Corn as in New-England, Acrons make the firmed Pork -,
Beach Nuts make fweet Pork but flabby, foft and oily.
In Weftphalia, the Hogs in the Woods feed moftly

Anno

upon Cheftnuts.
Grain. Wheat in Maryland and Virginia is fubject
the Weevel, a fmall Infect of the fcarabeous Kind,
which fometimes takes to it in the Ear when a growing.
The Maryland and Virginia Wheat Weighs from 56 lb.
to 60 lb. Wt. per Bufhel, and cafts white ; that from
Pennfylvania does not weigh fo much ; the Wheat for
merly imported from Nova-Scotia was light and eaft
dark like Rye, at prefent the Prairies, as they are called,
or the dik'd in Wheat Lands are wore out.
May the
of im
Amufement
prefent political diverting publick
towards
become
intentionally real,
proving Nova-Scotia,
a Fifhery, a Place of Arms for our Navies, a Nurfery
of Hufband-men, and a Northern Frontier for the Pro
tection of our Britifh Colonies !
Good Land in Maryland and Virginia may yeild per
Acre 15 Bufhels* Wheat, or 30 Bufhels Indian Corn,
.which cafts whiter than that of New England.
Calavances are exported to feveral of the other Colo
nies.
Phafeolus ereflus minor femine fpbarico albido et
hilo
rubro,
nigro. C. B. P. white and red Calavances or
Peafe
-,'they yeild better than the common Peafe
Virginia
of Europe, and are good profitable Food for the poorer
fort of white People, and for Negro Slaves.
or Indian Corn has been already defcribed.
to

M^ys

in the Uplands, quantities of Hemp and
Flax. Anno 1 75 1, in Otlober, from the back Settlements
Town near the
of Maryland, there came into Baltimore
loaden with
bottom of Cbefapeak-Bay,Gxty Waggons
are erected
Flax Seed. In fome Counties of Maryland

They raife

Chanty working Schools.

Towards
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Towards the Mountains there are fome furnaces for
running of Iron Oar into Pigs and hollow call Ware,
and Forges to refine Pig Iron into Bars.
Timber and other wooden Lumber. Their Oak is of a
ftrait Grain and eafily rives into Staves, in
building of
Veffels it is not durable, they build
fmall
Craft ;
only
fome Years fince they built a very
large Ship ealled
the Britifh Merchant, burthen one thoufand
Hogfheads,
with many Repairs fhe kept in the
Virginia Trade ^6
Years.
Their black Walnut is in demand for
Cabinets, Tables,
and other Joiners work.
^

Maryland and Virginia produce large beautiful Apples,
but very mealy, their Peaches are
plenty arid good ;
from thefe they diftil a
Spirit, which they call Cyder
Brandy and Peach Brandy.
The Maryland Affairs,
concerning their Cuftom Houfes,
and Naval Officers, the Number of Entries and Clearances
of Veffels, the Quality and
Quantity of their Exports
and Imports, and the Tribe of Officers thereto

belonging,

hitherto fully come to my
Knowledge : I do
not chufe to infert
that
is
not in fome Re
any thing
gard perfect, therefore at prefent, I fhall only copy a
few Lines from the lateft prefent State oi GreatBritain.
I obferve their Salaries are fmall.
North Potomock
A Collector and to
keep a Boat
Patuxent
A Collector and to
keep a Boat
are

not

Annapolis

Potomock
Both Sides

of the Bay

William/lade

A Surveyor
A Collector and to
A Riding
Surveyor
A Surveyor

Bohama and Safefras A
Wicomoc and Munia A

Delaware

Bay

A

keep a

Boat

Riding Surveyor
Surveyor
Surveyor
MiScil-
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Miscellanies.
As many Things defigned for a general
Appendix,
muft be loofe, incoherent, and not fluent -, for the Eafe
of common Readers, we fhall annex fome Parts of it
to each of the fubfequent Sections
by the Name of Mif

cellanies, being of Things omitted,

or that were not come
my Knowledge at the Times of Writing, or not reducable to particular Sections.
As I have all
along given
it the Character of Common- Place, the
in Pro

to

priety rhay

admit of this Latitude.

Summary

In the Rhode-Ifland Section was omitted an authentick
Court Paper dated Windfor, Sept. 13. 1686,
concerning
the Surrender of Rhode-Ifland Charter, " His Majefty
"
has gracioufly received the Addrefs of the Colony of
"
Rhode- Ifland and Providence Plantations in %NewEn"
gland ; humbly reprefenting that upon the Signification
"
of a Writ of Quo Warranto againft their Charter, they
"
had refolved in a general Aflembly not to ftand Suit
"
with his Majefty, but wholly to fubmit to his Royal
"
Pleafure themfelves and their Charter : Wherefore his
"
Majefty has thought fit to accept the Surrender."
N. B. As the Rhode-IJland Charter was not vacated by
any Procefs in the Courts of Law, and the voluntary
Surrender not properly recorded ; upon the Revolution
of K. William they reaffumed their Charter, and their
Actings in purfuance of that Charter are deemed good

the Court of Great-Britain,

by

In the Mifcellany Article of the Section of Pennfyl
vania, Vol. II. P. 337, was inferted a Letter from the
Com
Lord Juftices of Great-Britain to Mr. D.
mander in Chief of the Province of Maffachufetts-Bay

concerning an illegally projected Synod or Confiftory of
Congregational f Minifters in that Colony -, in this

the

Letter
f Befides other Inconveniencies,
or

there feems to be

Inconfiftency in Congregationalift
Vol. II.

An

or

an

Impropriety

Independent Religion

Socie-

ties
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feems to be faulted as conniving at
Letter Mr. D.
fuch Anti-conftitutional Proceedings ; as this Gentleman
to the Crown, and Probity
was noted for his Fidelity
his
under
the
Direction, when in the
towards
People
of
that
;
Adminiftration
Colony I cannot avoid pubhis Vindication of himfelf in a Letter to the

liming

Board of

"
"

Trade and Plantations.

My Lords,
By a Ship lately arrived, I

cellencies, the Lords Juftices,

received from their Exan
Inftruction for my

Proceedings with refpect to a Synod propofed
be held by the Minifters of this his Majefty's Pro"„ vince, which fhall be punctually obeyed as there
"fhall be Occafion ; their Lordfhips were alfo pleafed
"
to Cenfure the
Proceedings already had in that
"Affair. Wherefore 1 think myfelf obliged to acquaint
"
your Lordfhips, that I did not pafs a Confent for a
"
Synod, but only to a Vote of the Council and Affem■*

"

future
to

"

bly, referving the Confideration thereof

"

Seffions,

"

"
"

"
™

"
"
"
"

"

"
"
"

to the next
will
fee
of
the
the Votes
by
you
Copies
of that Seffions tranfmitted to you foon after the rifing
of the Court, and I was then of Opinion it would not
notwithcome on the Carpit again, as it never did •,
had
for
Seffions
been
fome
the
fitting
Handing
prefent
Weeks before their Lordfhips Orders, concerning the
fame was received ; Nevertnelefs I fhould have taken
myfelf obliged to have afked your Lordfhips Directions
therein, if I had apprehended it to be of a new and
extraordinary Nature, but I muft obferve, that a Vote
in the fame Words was paffed on the like Occafion
by his Majefty's Council here in the Year 1715, and
never as I have heard of, cenfured
by your Lordfhips,
and here I humbly take leave to fay in behalf of
as

ties petitioning for a Synod, or fuperior collective Authority : It
feems to intimate that the fabordinate Claflical Way of Subordination
in Church Government with the
is natural in its

Tendency.

Prefbyterians,

!! the

Of

Maryland.

"

the Minifters of this

"

be

"
"
"
"
"

•'

ffy

Province, that I know them to
of Men moft loyal and
inviolably attached
to his Majefty, and to his illuftrious
Houfe, and therefore I did not apprehend any Inconvenience could
arife from their Affembling,
efpeciaily fince they
make no Pretences that I know of to do
any Acts of
a

Body

in fuch
Meetings,
the Name of Synod.

Anthority,

by

though they

call them

From the Accounts we have from Time to Time re
ceived from Pennfylvania, of the Moravian Sectary there,
and of a late Act of the Britifh Parliament in their Favour ;
it was imagined that they were inoffenfive in their de
votional Way; but their late Character from Germany,
feems to caution againft their Proceedings.

A Continuation from the Moravian Affairs.
Vol. IT.
P« l54- 335' ^he Moravians indifcreet Zealots * have
been continually endeavouring to part Members from all
the three eftablifhed Profeffions, (Papifts, Lutherans, and
Calvinifts) in the holy Roman Empire, efpeciaily of
The Bohemia and Moravian Brethren,
tender Minds.
fcandalous
Songs, Sermons, and Writings obtruded as
by
under the Count of Zinzendorf, a new
Truths,
Gofpel
fort of Religion -, not to be tolerated in the Laws of the
Holy Roman Empire ; they ufed Herenbutifh Songs,
Method, and Books of Inftitution, Count of Ijfenburgh and

Badingen.
Maryland and Virginia there is a general Toleration
legally qualified Minifters, to officiate in Places le
gally licenfed,
In

to

Hanover ,is 60 Miles from Williamfhurg. A Mini
fter qualified, and a Meeting licenfed, may claim, the
•

-—-

"

—

~

.,.'
i
:
?
:
-r—r
\ „i
,_: j
Tht-Pirttiine ih all K^ehgions^ nay« been Enthufiafs, indifcreet
Zealots ot.Brgtiijxad political MahagerftoTerve the Court Miniftry
in their Proje&ions.

——

—

—

.

--. *

*
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taking the ufual Government
the
Meeting Houfes recorded, and fubOaths, getting
of the Church of England, except
Articles
the
fcribing
the 34,3.5,36, and this Claufe in the 20th Article,
"
The Church hath Power to decree Rites and Ceremo**
nies, and Authority in Controverfiesof Faith.'* Thefe
Prefbyterians voluntarily put themfelves under the im
mediate Care of the Prefbytery of New-Caftle, and Synod
of New Tork -, which they may eaft off at Pleafure.
Mr. Davies a Prefbyterian Minifter came into this
Colony 1 748, and obtained Licences for feven Meeting
Liberties of Toleration,

Houfes,

an extravagant
Plurality, among thefe he di
vided his Time, viz. three in Hanover County, one in
Henrico County Southward, one in Carolina County North
ward, one in Louifa County Weftward, and one in GoocB
Land to the S. W. of Hannover -, thefe Affemblies are
generally called New-Lights, and may confift of about
Mr. Davies wrote Anno
300 Communicants.
1751,
there were not ten Diffenters within a hundred Miles of
Hannover when he arrived there.
There is an immenfe Quantity of Land unfettled Weft
ward between Hannover County, and the Rivers which
fall into the Mifftffippi River.
The three Frontier
Counties in Virginia, of Frederick, Augufta, and Lunenlurgb, are prodigioufly large, and generally fettled by
Irifh Prefbyterians, as is alfo Amelia and Albemarle
Counties.- In Virginia to the Weftward,
they are conti
nually making new Counties, as they do new Townfhips
in New-England.
The County Courts grant
Meeting-Houfe Licences,
but may be negatived by the
fuperior or fupreme Court.
Sometimes the County Courts
deny the granting of
cences, and fometimes County Licences when
granted
are negatived
by the Council, alledging that it does not
belong to a. County Court to proceed in fuch AffairsJ
and that a diffenting Minifter can have no
legal
ted Right to more
Houfes Chan

L^

Meeting

tokrZ

one.

m
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Frontier Counties of

Maryland and Virginia
inhabited
I
hinted
before) by North
generally
(as
of Ireland Scots Prefbyterians, who landed in Pennfylva
nia, but fold their Improvements there, to the more
induftrious German Settlers : TheirPuIpit Difcourfes are
( generally New-lights fo called ) againft the Modifh Syftem
of Arminianifm, moral Duties, and fpeculative Truths :
fome of them are under the Care of the imaginary Synod
of Philadelphia, fome belong to the Synod of New- Tor k$
but under the immediate Care of the Prefbytery of
New Caftle -, in this Prefbytery there are 12 Members
and two or three Candidates upon Probation..
Roman -f- Catholicks abound in Maryland.
are

*

Mr. D
ies, a diffenting Prefbyterian Minifter of Hanover
in Virginia, in a Piece which he printed 1751, concerning.
the State of Religion among the Proteftant Diffenters in Virginia,
gives fome Informations concerning thefe Affairs, hut with a NeivLigbt or Enthufiaflick Turn. He writes, that there has been a con
fiderable Revival or rather Settlement of Religion in Baltimore
County of Maryland, which lies along Sefquabanab River and borders
on Pennfylvania ; as alfo in Kent County, and Queen Anne's County
between Chefapeak- Bay and Delaware River. He fays there have
been in Maryland and Virginia a great Number of Scots Merchants,
(he means Merchants Clerks, Super Cargoes, and Subfuper- Cargoes)
who were educated in the Prefbyterian Way ; but generally prove
a Scandal to their Religion and Country, by their loofe Principles,
and immoral Behaviour, and become indiffertnt in religious Profef
fions, and affeft Politenefs in turning Deifts, or fafhionable Confer*
miffs. N. B. Young Perfons of any Nation, after being fettered with
peculiar Religion Modes, when turned loofe, they become wanton,
and indulge themfelves in Irregularities.
f It is not eafily to be accounted for, that the Briti/h Govern
ment are not more fedulous, in purging off by Lenitives, not by
Drafticks, the pernicious Leaven of Popery -^their Doclrine of no
Faith to be kept with Hereticks or Diffenters from them, deftroys all
Society) which prevails in Mont/erat, Maryland, and Ireland. The
Lift of Proteftants and Papifts in Ireland, as computed (in all Cafes,
J ufe the laft Computations that are in my Knowledge) Anna 173?

County

and 1733. ProteftantFamilies.
62, 620
In Ulfter

Leinfter
J&unfter
Ctoovgbt

2$, 238
13* 337
4, 399

I?5» 494

Popifh

Families.

3*. 459
92» 424

1015,407
— — ~—

44, 133

281,423
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f An Indolent Way of reading their
and Sermons prevails in our Colonies.
The Medical

Digreffion

publick Prayers

continued.

The Science or Art of Medicine will ever remain
"Weak in Theory, and muft be fupplied by Experience,
and fome Specificks (I do not mean Quack Noftrums)
whofe falutary Operations or EfTetts in fome Difeafes
have been difcovered not by InVeftigation but by Chance,
fuch as the Peruvian Bark, Mercury, Opium
Experience and fedulous Obfervation are too much
neglected by the indolent Practitioners of our Colonies ;
they chufe to practice from Authorities, whereas Au
thorities muft always give way to Experience j the Na
ture of Medical Affairs allow of no other Demonftration
than that of good Obfervation •, Sydenham on the Small
Pox is reckoned his Mafter- piece. *
In
The Churches where the Minifter reads the Prayers and Ser
may be called Reading Houjes, and the Minifter may be called
the Reader, but at prefent only the Affiftant Minifter is called
the Reader and Lecturer : In Scotland and in the foreign Churches
of all Denominations, reading of Sermons or Difcourfes is not pra&ifed.
*
From my Practice relating to the Small Pox, which
prevailed
vaBofion 1721, and 1730, for the benefit of the Publick, efpeciaily
of my Neighbours or Towns-Men ; I beg the Readers Indulgence
in allowing me to obferve, that in the Management of the
fpreading Small Pox, it may be advifable for Perfons much advanced in

f

mons

Years, and confequently their Juices rancid, and Perfons infirm and
bad Habit of Body, to avoid the Infe&ion by
retiring into
a few Month.-;,
confidering that the Small /V*does
not prevail in Boflon, but after long Periods ; fince the firft Settle
ment of Bofion the Small Pox was Epidemical or Popular
only 164(5,
1666, 1677 and 1678, 1689 and 1690, 1702, 1721, 1730, the pre
fent Small- Pox i7$2,perhaps may fpread or not fpread. All other Per
fons efpeciaily Children, may continue in Town and run the Rifk in the
natural Way or by Inoculation, after a previous proper
Regimen :
to the beft of
This Regimen
my Judgment is a Mercurial
Purge or two, a /oft Diet; avoid catching of Cold, ufe no violent
Exercife of Body or Perturbation of Mind ;
upon Seizure, if the

of
the

a

Country for

according

plethoric^ aVd'the Fever runs, high, Blood-letting is ad
(but not upon cr after Eruption) and. $ives Room for Na-

Patient is

vifable

•

,70l

tn-'f
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In our Colonies, if we deduct Perfons who die of
old Age, of mala ftamina vita or
original bad Confti
tutions, of Intemperance, and Accidents, there are more
die of the Practitioner than of the natural Courfe of the
Diftemper under proper Regimen. The Practitioners
generally without any confiderate Thought fall into
fome routine of Method, and Medicines, fuch as
repeated
Bloodlettings, Opiats, Emetics, Catharticks, Mercurials,
Peruvian Bark.
In our various Colonies to prevent a notorious De
population from Male Practice in Medicine or Cure of
Difeafes ; there may be Acts of Affembly for the Re
gulation thereof, which at prefent is left quite loofe. A
young Man without any liberal Education, by living
a Year or
two in any Quality with a Practitioner of
any fort, Apothecary, Cancer Doctor, Cutter for the Stone,
Bone-fetters, Tooth-drawer, &c. with the Effential Fun
damental of Ignorance and Impudence, is efteemed to
qualify himfelf. for all the Branches of the Medical
Art, as much or more than Gentlemen in Europe well
born, liberally educated (and therefore modeft likewife)
have travelled much, attended Medical Profeffors of
many Denominations, frequented City Hofpitals, and
Camp Infirmaries, &c. for many Years.
In the Expreffions of Hippocrates, this is literally an
Ars longa, it requires long Experience and Obfervation
with a peculiar Sagacity •, In Practice a dull Application
(we cannot much boaft of Application) does not an
fwer, there muft be a fuitable Genius and fometimes a
particular Paroxyfm of Imagination, as is remarkable in
Poets and Painters, *and as I have obferved in my felf,
adl her Part at more Liberty ; in the beginning a gentle
Emetick or Vomit is of good Ufe, it renders the Habit of the Body
more meable in Circulation, by its Shocks ; during the Courfe of
this Diftemper, dilute plentifully, ufe a cool but not cold Regimen ;
in the Beclenfion ufe* gentle Catbartickt : By this Management
ture to

Pox Patients have Mained the
many of my Small-

Eafe, and without Decumbiture

or

Confinement.

Diftemper

with,
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in the Diagnoftick Fart of our Profeffion.
Knowledge,
that is Obfervation, and Sagacity are the two great

Requifites in

a

Phyfician.

Colonies, how can a young Man of no previ
ous
liberal Education, or Difpofition to a peculiar
Knowledge in the Affair, in a few Years Attendance in
an
Apothecary's Shop, and a few Months Travel, without
In

our

attain to any Degree of Perfection
in this Profeffion ? Thefe Things are not
Myfteries Or
Infpirations of particular Perfons in the Cafe, but an
impudent Delufion and Fraud. I fhall not call upon
any Man's Name in the Queftion, left it fhould appear
a malicious or in viduous Refentment for fecret
Injuries
done, not in the way of medical Practice, but in
fuch Things we may in a Chriftian
but
Spirit

practical Knowledge,

-

-

forgive,
forget.
The Practice of Phyfick requires much
Circumfpection and Difcretion, only to be attained
by a long and

naturally

we cannot

attentive Practice. The Conftitutions and other Circumftances occafion the fame Species of a
Diftemper to ap
pear varioufly ; for Inftance,
Inebriation, an Illnefs very obvious and too common
in our Colonies ; fome it renders more
vigorous, in others
the Tongue and Limbs faulter : fome are
ferious, that is,
praying or crying drunk ; fome are mad or
fome dull and fleepy j fome gay and
witty, fome dull and
filly. Thus it is in all Diftempers, the Symptoms vary
according to the Conftitution, and in the general Indi
cations of Cure, ought to be allowed for.
In Aftronomy the
Inequality of the Motions of the
feveral Planets are many and vafious, but
by indefati
gable Obfervations they are reduced to Equations or
Rules; but it is to be feared that in our
Microcofm or
Animal CEconomy, there are fo
many Inequalities as not to
admit of any fixed Rules, but muft be left to
the Saga
city of fome Practitioners, and to theRafhnefs of others

furious^

SECT.

( 3»5)'

SECTION

Concerning

the

Colony

XVI.

and Dominions

of Virginia.
Difcoveries of America, fet all trading
navigating Nations into the humour of Difcove
The Cabots of Briftol,
ries Weftward of Europe.
Italian Mariners,, obtained a Patent from K. Henry VII,
for all Lands they
(fee Vol. I. P. no.) Anno 1495, with
certain Royal
fhould difcover Weft of Europe,
Shore
of North
Refervations : They ranged the Eaftern
Poffeffion
but
imaginary
America, and took a formal,
without Occupancy of fundry Parts thereof. From that
much
Time, for near a Century, that Coaft was not fo
Sir
Walter
until
Raleigh
as navigated by the Englifh ;
obtained a Patent from Queen Elizabeth, March 25,
See
in America.
1584 for Difcoveries and Settlements
fitted
out
Affociates
his
and
Vol. I. P. in. Raleigh
of
the
Courfe
about
round
by way
two Veffels, in a
of
Coaft
the
to
Ifiands
India
Canaries and Carabee Weftthe
Roanoke
Ifland
the
with
in
upon
Virginia, they fell
d.
North Carolina Shore, at the Roanoke Inlet (about 36
River.
or
Sound
N Lat.) of Albemarle
Sir Richard Greenville, the chief of Sir Walter Raleigh's
left 108 Men
Affociates, 1585, at his return to England,
Lane
; from im
Mr.
under
Ralph
upon Roanoke lfiand,
of being ftarin
were
danger
prudent Management they
in his Expedition to the
ved, but Sir Francis Drake
Inftructions
had
upon his return to England,
Wift Indies,
thefe miferable People
carried
and
in
touch
there,

f^Olumbus's

w

or

to

home to England,
Vol. II.

At the fame Time. Sir Walter Raleigh
m
Bbb
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in a Ship, and about a Fortnight after, Sir Richard Green
Sir Walter fell in
ville with three Ships failed thither.
Southward
a
little
of Roanoke, hav
with Cape Hatteras
the
at Roanoke, he
of
left
People
ing no intelligence
Richard
found
the Ifland, but
:
Sir
to
returned
England
with two
Men
the
Ifland
he
left
no People,
50
upon
Years Provifions, and returned to England ; thefe 50 Men
were all kill'd by the Indians.
Next Summer 1587, three Ships with Men and Wo
men Settlers and Provifions arrived at Roanoke, and for
med themfelves into a Government confifting of a Go
vernor, Mr. John White, and 12 Councellors, incorpo
rated by the Name of the Governor and Affiftants of the
City of Raleigh in Virginia : This Settlement when Mr,
White returned to England, confided of 115 Perfons.

Years before Mr. White could obtain the
of Supplies, after a tedious Paffage
Recruits
neceffary
with three Ships, he arrived at Cape Hatteras, Auguft
1590, but in a violent Storm, they parted from their
Cables, drove to Sea, and returned to England, without
vifiting the poor Settlers, to whom no Vifit was at
tempted for the 16 following Years, and perhaps cut
off by the Indians, being never heard of afterwards.
In purfuance of the New Charter of 1706, Capt.
Newport, Vice Admiral with Settlers, (fome Poles, and
Dutch to make Tar, Pitch, Pot Afhes and Glafs,) arri
ved at Cape Henry beginning of May 1607, ne failed
up
Powhatan or James River many Miles, founded James
Town, and at his return for England, left about 200
Perfons there ; thefe may properly be called the firft
Settlers of the Colony, many of them died, and were
much molefted by the Indians.
1619 There arrived
a
of
16
12
large Supply
People, they made many Settle
ments, and 1 620 an Affembly of Reprefentatives cal
led Burgeffes was inftituted, and in the Year
following
Courts of Judicature were appointed.
We may obferve, that Capt. John Smith, called the
It

was two

Traveller, dejigncd for Roanoke where, Mr. Johp White

Of Virginia.
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had left 1 15 Perfons, fell in between the Capes of Vir
the Southernmoft he called Cape Henry, the
Northernmoft Cape Charles,\n honour of the King's Sons ;
the Indian Name of the Bay was Chefapeak, the firft great
River they met with, was on the South Side of this Bay

ginia,

the Indians called Powhatan, and by the Englifh na
med James River the King of England^ Name : About
50 Miles up this River, they made a Settlement upon
a Peninfula, being convenient for Navigation, Trade,
and eafily fortified, and called it James Town. From
that Time we have had an uninterrupted Poffeffion of

by

that

Country.

in his Hiftory relates many Mifadvenfirft
the
of
tures
Virginia Settlers, viz. A third fupply
from
was fent
England 1609, being 9 Ships and 50O
Sir
Thomas Gates, Sir George Somers, and
under
People,
Fleet was fcattefed in a Storm,
the
Capt. Newport -,
the Commiffion or Patent
Veffels
arrived
and only 7
j
the
of
one
in
was
miffing Ships •, this Virginia Settle
foon reduced to 60 Perfons, al
were
from
ment
500,
famifhed
moft
by Mifmanagement, but Sir Thomas
Sir
and
Gates,
George Somers, who faved themfelves with
more People in Bermudas, built two fmall Cedar
150
Barks, fet out May 10, 16 10, and arrived in Virginia the
20th, to the Comfort of the remaining Virginia Set
tlers •, foon finding much Mifery they all embark to

Capt. Smith,

abandon the Country, but in falling down the River,
they were met by Lord Delaware with three Ships
and all Neccffaries •, Sir George Somers returned to Bermu
das in his former Cedar Bark of 30 Tuns, to fetcl) Pro
vifions, and foon died there, Mt. 60. Lord Delaware
returned to England, and left Capt. George Percy Com
mander. 161 1, May 10, arrived Sir Thomas Dale with
and Provifions : Auguft 4, arrives
3 Ships, Men, Cattle,
with 6, tall Ships, 300 Men,
Gates
Thomas
Governor,
Sir
other
and
jooKine,
Cattle, Pwyifions and Ammunition.

1612
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612, arrives Capt. Argol, with Men and Provifions. f
6 14, Sir Thomas Gates and Capt. Argol return
and Capt. Yearly is left Commander.

to

En

gland,

1617, Capt. Yearly returns for England, Capt. Argol
being fent over Governor by the Council and Com
of the Companies People, there remained 54
pany •,
*

Men, Women and Children, about this Time the Ten-

into the Store about 400 Bufhels of Corn
\.%d to 3/ per lb.
Rent
; Tobacco fold from
per Ann.
over Lord De
fent
and
The
Council
161 8,
Company
of
in
a
200
with
laware
250 Tun, he
Ship
People,
Sir
arrives
died in the Paffage.
George Yearly
1619,
nants

as

brought

Governor.
In a Book

the Treafurer and Coun
there
were
that
find,
many Noblemen and
Earl
of
Southampton was Treafurer.
Knights concerned,
162 1. Sir Francis Wyat is appointed Governor, and
arrives with 9 Ships. Every Perfon was to plant iooo
Plants of Tobacco with eight Leaves each Plant, which
is about 100 lb. of Tobacco ; Corn fold at if 6d per
cil

printed 1620, by

we

Bufhel.
To refume the thread of Occurrencies. Sir Walter Ral.
by his Attainder, having forfeited his Patent, An. 1606, |]

feveral
-j- 161 3, Mr. John Rolfe married Pocahantes Daughter of Poivhatan,
the King of the Indians, and Peace with the Indians continued many
Years ; 1616, Mr. Rolfe with his Indian Wife went for England,
wh«re being upon return fhe fccn died at Graves- End ; Powhatan
her Father died in April 1618.
*
Sometimes they are called the Treafurer, Council and
Company.
Capt. Smith called the Traveller fome Time Prefident of Virainia
continued the Hiftory of Virginia down to 1624, he was fo volatile
that after 19 Year* expence, of Time in America, he had not one
Foot of Land there.
in La
Capt. Argol 1 6 1 3, carried off two Trench Veffels from Port
Nonvelle France,

|| Upon
there

was

the
a

Companies in
pany

Royal
NortbVirginia^QW Annapolis Royal of Nova- Scotia,
Reports of fome private Traders to North- Americii,

or

Royal Grant or Patent obtained April 10, 1606,, by two
one Charter, fee VoL I. P.
365. The Northern Com

inieji£b!y_ vanifhed,

and

a new

Cwppany by

the Name of the

Council,,

0/
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feveral Adventurers petitioned the King for Grants with
the firft collective Settlements were
at the fame Time were making Set
tlements in Canada) and 50 Miles up Powhatan or James

Jurifdi&ions, and
made (the French

laid out James Town, the Govern
Prefident and Council fent from England,
they had fundry Supplies from England about that Time,
but the Settlement did not thrive : At firft they were
called the Honourable or Right Worfhipful Company
of Virginia. Sir Walter Raleigh upon his Attainder neg
lected Virginia, and by a fort of Connivance of the Court
went to Guiana a Mine Hunting for Gold and precious
Stones.
The Company of 1606, did not thrive; and Anno

River, Capt, Newport
ment was

in

a

Council of Plymouth had a Patent or Grant, Nov. iS, 1720. See
Vol. I. P. 366, with a Power to convey their granted Lands to any
of his Majefty's Subjecls, without any formal Power of Government
or

Jurifdidlion.
Capt. Gofnoll,

a

former Adventurer in

a

fmall Veffel with 32 Men

effaying a more diftintt Courfe to Virginia, than
had been formerly praclifed, fell into the Bite of Cape Cod, (he got
much Cod fifh there) in New- England fome Bifcayers had been a
fifhing there, he traded with the Indians to Advantage, and gave
Names to fundry Places, Marthas Vineyard becaufe overgrown with
wild Vines, Elizabeth Iilands, &c. which they retain to this Day,
he returned the fame Year to Dartmouth. This profitable Voyage
encouraged fome Merchants of Briflol to fend two Veffels 1603,
in the fame Trail they made a good Voyage. 1605, a fingle Ship
from London fell in with the Eaftern Parts of Long Ifland in Newfrom Dartmouth,

Tork Government, and traded up Connetlicut River. From thefe
Succeffes, fome Traders petitioned the Court for the Charter which
they obtained 1606 as above.
the fixth Voyage
Capt. Smith 1608, with fundry Veffels being
North America,
of
Shore
the
coafted
Eaftern
thefe
to
along
Parts,
d. N. Lat. to 45
he writes, that Virginia lies from Cape-Fiar 34
he failed up Chefapeak Bay, fo far as
i. or New France,
in quell of Mines but in vain.
River
1609, many Peo
Safquahana
with Cattle, Artillery, and
Stores, were
over
fent
were
ple
16 19, in the Compals
Sicknefs.
Indians
and
the
harraffed
much
by
eleven Ships with 12 16 Men, Women, and Children,
one

of

arrived

Year,

trom

England,

and made many Settlements span James and;

TorA Rivers.

&?9l
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277 ; they fur
with
rendred their Charter, being tiFed out
Charges, and
iffued in the
a
new
was
and
Patent
no profpect of Profit,
new
and
Council.
This
Treafurer
Com
Name of the
Delaware
General
Governor
or
by
pany appointed Lord
Approbation of the Crown ; by miftake of the Mariner^
he fell in with Pennfylvania Bay, inftead of Chefapeak or
Virginia Bay, and gave Name to it, this was before the
Dutch fettled, which it retains to this Day, he foon retur
Lord Delaware in his fecond Voyage
ned to England.
died
in the Paffage ; in his firft Voyage
to Virginia 1618,
he arrived in Virginia, June 9, 1610, and continued
Governor until March following.
1626. Becaufe of the bad Conduct of the Managers,
and Hardfhips fuftained by the Settlers, by a Quo VVarranto the Patent was fued out, both Property and JurifdicYion became vefted in the Crown, where it remains
to this Day -, the Settlers paying 2/ Sterl.
per Annum
Quit- Rent per 100 Acres, under the Direction of a King's
Governor and Council with an AflTembly or Houfe of
Reprefentatives chofen by the People ; thefe three Ne
gatives compofe the Legiflature or General Court.
When Capt. Smith, fome time Prefident of Virginia^,
wrote his Hiftory 1624, within 60 Miles of James Town,
the principal Settlement, there were not above 1500 fen
cible Men, and for want of raifing Provifion fufficienti
they could not upon any Exigency bring above 700 Men

1609, the Settlers

were not

exceeding

together.
Becaufe of notorious bad Management, the Company
diffolved by K. Charles I. and the Colony was brought
under the immediate Direction of the Crown as above,
and Settlers flocked over •, particularly fome of
good
Condition to enjoy the Liberty of Worfhipping God in
their own Manner •, Lord Baltimore a Roman Catholick,
retired thither, but the People of Virginia, rigid Protefiants
did not ufe him well, and was difcouraged from conti
was

the.

in

Virginia, as we have
Section of Maryland*

nuing

more

at

large related in
The

Of

Virginia.
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The firft Settlers Intent upon taking up large Tracts
difof Land occafioned the feveral Settlements to be
and
one
from
another,
Diftances
at confiderable

perfed

in Towns or Villages.
is bounded
At prefent the Jurifdiction or Government
there
Variation
the
W.
(
Line
South by a
by Compafs
Northfrom
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the
and
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to
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England
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Necks, for a fmall
divided
is
by the great Rivers of Powtomake,
Virginia
into 4 Necks the two
Rapabanock, Tork and James, makes the fifth great Di
Counties Eaft of Chefapeak Bay
Powtomake and Rapabanthe Divifion between
vifion
Neck, and is at pre
Northern
the

not

^

'large

•

£* Riven,-

called
of Lord

Fairfax of Cameron, an Englifh-.
fent the Property
man
with a Scots Title.
came over Governor of Vrrg.m*
Lori Colpeper who
K. Charles U. Patentees oftheNorth.
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1688. 4th Jacob II. he obtained a Patent forall
the Northern Neck ; and by inveigling the Tenants to
pay the Quit Rents to his Agents, he became polTelTed
of all the Quit-Rents and his Heirs at prefent enjoy
them by a kind of Prefcription, but without any Share
in the Jurifdiction, becaufe chargeable, he relinquifhed
the Government thereof to the Crown. Lord Colpeper of
Thorfway in England d\ed 17 19, having no Male Heir,
the Heirours are extinct, his Daughter and Heirefs mar
ried Lord Fairfax : thus Virginia confifts of two Proper
ties in one Government.
tentees

Here we muft obferve that the Continuation of this Hif
torical Effay was interrupted for\ fome Months, by the un
lucky Incident of an Epidemical Diftemper, the Small- Pox,
after about 22 Tears Abfence, being imported, and prevail
ing in Bofton of New England : The Printer ah J his
People in fear of the Small Pox, left their printing Office
in Bofton, and retired into the Country.
We may alfo obferve, that the Writer from an intire
and unavoidabte Avocation of Mind from all other Matters
hut thofe of his Profeffion, finds the thread of his Narration^
ajfetled, which with the growing Remotenefs of the Provinces to be treated of, will render the
following Accounts
lefs Minute, but always avoiding any Deviation from Truth.
A Digression

Concerning

the Small- Pox.

The Appendix f according
have been out of Proportion
f This HLlcry
were

or
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large
we

Place

;

have

loofely

therefore
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Jhall occafionally interfperfe fome Things defigned for
the Appendix, more efpeciaily relating to Diftempers at
Times Epidemical or Endemial in the Britifh North-

America Colonies : As the Small Pox has lately been Epi
demical or very general in Bofton of New- England from
the beginning of April, to near the end of July 1752, I
fhall here infert fome particular Obfervations concerning
the fame, while recent in my Mind.

I. There are many Things infcrutable in the Nature
1.
of this Diftemper.
Why it did not emerge, or at
leaft why it is not mentioned in Hiftory fooner than
the beginning of the Saracen Conquefts ? 2. Seeing it
is univerfally agreed that a Perfon who has had the
Small-Pox once, is not liable to it again, the Seminium
thereof being fuppofed exhaufted : How is it that Pa
rents who have procreated after having had the Small'
Pox, their Progeny is notwithstanding liable to receive
the SmallPox Infection ? 3. How is it that a Woman
having the Small-Pox when pregnant, the Foetus does not
receive the Small-Pox from the Mother, but may receive
it many Years after being born, this was the Cafe of
'doge of Salem and others in my Knowledge ?
Capt. Bit that the Difpofition of the Air {Sydenham
4. How is
calls them, various Small- Pox Conftitutions) in fundry
Years is more or lefs conducive to propagate the SmallPox Infection, and to render that Diftemper more or
lefe deletorious •, thus we find by the Bills of Mortality
of London, Edinburgh, and other great Towns where the
Small Pox is never abfent, that the number of Smallwithout re
Pox Burials in various Years differs much, f
and
Seafons
of
Weather, and with
gard to the varieties
lefs
or
more
pernicious Modes and
out regard to the
SmallPox
the
; Modes or Auof managing
—

Fafhions

Within the London Bills of Mortality there died Anno 1746, of
Pox 3236, Anno 175 1, there died of the Small-Pox 998 :
Smallthe
Anno 174.3, of the
In Edinburgh and tVeft Kirk Parifh, thexe 4i*d
there died 71.
Ann*
1747
SmallPox 249,
+

'
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■

-
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thorities of

leading Phyficians

pernicioufly

been introduced

&c.

have from Time to Time
into Medicine, witnefs in1

the Small- Pox, Morton's Alexipharmicks, Sydenham3s Opiats,
and the repeated Blood lettmgs of fome prefent noted
Practitioners in Great Britain.
May Phyficians in writ
and cant of the Times :
Whims
fafhionable
all
avoid
ing
Such as were formally Occult and Specifitk Qualities,
Chymical Reafonings, Mechanical Powers, and the like :
they are of no ufe, and foon become obfolete.
If. I have been a fedulous Attendant and Obferver
of the Small Pox, which in Bofton happened to be Epi
demical Anno 1 72 1, 1730, and 1752. In the Year
1
72 1, being a fort of Novice in the Small-Pox Practice,
I confided too much in the Methods of the celebrated

Dr.

Sydenham, particularly his cold Regimen, and fre
quent Ufe of Vetriolieks and Opiats, but from their bad
Succefs I gradually corrected my felf : 1 730 I abandoned
the cold Regimen and fubftituted a moderately cool
Regimen : I laid afide the frequent Ufe of Sp. Vetrioh'9
as occafioning naufeas in the Stomach, and of
Opiats as
a ramora or clog of the Courfe of
any Diftemper, and
as it folicits the morbid Affection
to the Brain •, with
Succefs I followed the purging Method in the Declenfion of the Small-Pox, I had the hint from the acci
dental natural Purgings in that Period which faved the
Lives of many, and was confirmed therein
by the Obfetvations of Friend and Mead.
1752, I depended al
moft intirely upon the Fund or Stock of my own Ob
fervations, and my principal Indications were from th,e
Jttvantia and Ladentia. f
nr.
•"

'

*

*■■

i

»■

■
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.

Where thefe are not followed, Medicine becomes a meer
Whim
ludibrium of the People ; as in the
Small-Pox, fome follow a
Regimen, fome a cold Ragimen, fome ufe repeated Blood-let
ting,, fome a frequent Ufc of
; others declare them

+

and
hot

a

fome

keep

thc

Ofiats

Body cotort, fane

pernicious 5
ufe the purging M«thod, &c. it
1a

Of

3$$

Virginia^
laft
(Sffngthe
tf|irrBofton,
from 7 30

III. I am perfwaded
Abfence of the Small- Pox

22

Years

to

1752*
if it had been allowed its free Courfe, confidcring that
Perfons when Children would have been the Subjects of
it, fewer would have died of it, than have died of it in a
few Months 1752. If it is not allowed its free Courfe
when it does invade Bofton Epidemieally ; particular Per
fons not qualified to receive it, may avoid it, by retiring
into the Country for a few Months : The not qualified
are Infants, their ftamina ViU are too tender -,
pregnant
Women, Pubefcentes and for a few Years after Puberty ,
while their Juices are in a Juvenile Fret ; Perfons up
wards of 45 jEt. (I write from Obfervation, not from
abftracted Imagination) becaufe their Juices become ran
cid ; and all Perfons under any conftitutional or 'habi
tual Diftemperaturc of Body, particularly the fcropbulous
or ftrumous, who generally fuffer much in this Diftem
per, we may remark that the Small-Pox fometimes leaves
fcropbulous Difpofitions in Perfons formerly not Jcropbulous.
All others to render the fubfequent Part of their Life more
eafy, may run the rifk in the natural, that is, accidental
Way (by the Pores of the Skin, by Inspiration, Deg
lutition, &c.) or by the more favourable Way of Ino
1

culation.

proceed further, I fhall give a general
Numerical Hiftory of the Bofton New-England Periods,
&c. of Epidemical Small- Pox. From the firft fettling
of the Province of Maffachufetts-Bay the Small-Pox has
been Epidemical in Bofton only eight Times, 1649,
1666, 1678, 1689, 1702, 1721, 1750, and 1752 : I
fliall enumerate the Periods which happened in this
IV. Before I

current
■

Century.
1

1-1

is only the Jwvantia and Lxdentia can detwmiae the Queftion, at
of keeping
they have in the Inftances of Sydenham"* Grand Miftakes
ibe Body bound, and frequent Ufe ofOpUust The Miftakes of the

moft celebrated Practitioners, ought to be the AOre canvaiTed,
thc» Authorities arc dangerous Precedtat**

as
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af
702, beginning of July, the Small-Pox appeared
and
Method
ter 13 Years Abfence, the Afexipharmick
hot Regimen were ufed, about 300 white People died
of this Small Pox, + the moft Burials were in the Month
1

*

of "December, 74
the Saltor1721, It was imported (from Barbados) by
it
continued
fculking about
tugas Fleet middle of April,
when
the
until the middle of June,
Eruptions appearing
in many Families, the Watches appointed to prevent
its fpreading, were difcontinued, and it was allowed to
take its Courfe : In the next parcel of Decumbents, the
Eruptions appeared about the 7th and 8th of July : In
che end of July it fpread much ; in Otlober was the
higheft Number of Deaths, and about the middle of
Otlober, Small-Pox Burials begin to decreafe. JEneas
Salter employed by the Select Men of Bofton (the pru
dential Managers of Town Affairs) to make a fcrutiny
after the Small-Pox ceafed, by a Book in feveral Columns
of Lifts, he found that the Number of Perfons who
continued in Bofton (many fled into the Country ) were
10,567, whereof about 700 efcaped •, the Small Pox De
cumbents had been 5,989 whereof 844 died, which is
nearly one in feven. This Small- Pox continued in Bofton
8 Months, about 80 died with Purples and Hemorrhages,
In and about
which is about one in ten of the Deaths.
were
whereof
the
286
Inoculators
Inoculated,
Bofton
which
fix
to
is
one in 48.
have
about
died,
acknowledge
—

—

The Small-Pox oi 1730,

was

imported

from Ireland

f Hitherto Petechia Purple Spots, and Hamorrhaget of which many
died, were called a Mortal Scarlet Fever invading the Town at the
fame Time with the Small-Pox, but an entirely diftind Diftemper .■■

1 721 I was the firft who in
New-England introduced them as dele
terious Symptoms in the Small-Pox.
*
In the beginning of this Century, the Inhabitants of

Blacks included

Bofton,

about 6750, and the Burials Communibus Amis
about 230. Anno 1720, the Inhabitants were circitor
11,000, and
Burials Communibui Amis about 350. ^ww
1735, (1729 and 1730
were Meafles and Small-Pox
Years) the Inhabitants were about
;
5,00c, and Burials Ctmrnmbtu Annis, 500.
were

Of Virginia,"
in the Autumn 1729, and
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fhut up in

a

Few Families

during Winter, beginning of March following it fpread
much, the Watches were removed, and 4th of March
had a free Courfe, and Inoculation
1729,30, it
allowed. The higheft Number of Burials after nine
Years Abfence was in June, it ended with the Month
of Otlober : The Decumbents were eftimated at about
4000 (no exact Scrutiny was made) whereof about 500
died, which is nearly one in eight, and of thefe about 75
with Purples and Hemorrhages. Of not quite 400 Ino
culated in Bofton 12 died, is about 1 in 33 ; the Inocu
lated Small-Pox was not fo favourable as 172 1, they were
more loaded, and a more protracted Confinement ; many
of their Incifions feftered much, and required the fpecial
Care of a Surgeon for a confiderable Time, of the 12,
Deaths three proceeded from the Incifions ulcerating
ds Child, Col. Cb
and putrifyjng, <S— ry W
leys
es Foreman.
Child, Mr. 5
The Smalt Pox of 1752. A Ship from London, £apt.
Coufins, with the Small- Pox aboard was bilged December
24, 1 751, in Nahant. Bay near Bofton, the People of
was

the adjacent Town compafiionately affifting to
fave the Ships Crew, received the Small Pox, about one
in four or five died •, V. S. or Blood- letting was blamed
and happily loft its Reputation in the fubfequent Bofton
Small-Pox, It arrived in Bofton in January following, by
a Sailor belonging to the Ship, and got into five or fix
Families, but did not much fpread until 20th of March
Inoculation was let loofe j fome
1752, and Monday 23d,
Practitioners
indifcriminately inoculated any Per
greedy
be
could
who
fons
perfwaded to receive it, even pregr
nant Women, Puerperas, old Negroes, and the like 5
the Select Men and
upon a: Scrutiny made July 24, by
feveral
in
the
Poor
of
the
Wards, the Select
Overfcers

Cbelfey,

^

Men requeft the Practitioners to inoculate no more
after 27th of July. To take atone view the State of
the Small-Pox in Bofton from Jant 175^ to July 24, the

following Tabic, ffigjr fcrvfr

f
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Whites

Blacks

SmallPox in the natural Way

5059

485

Whereof died
By Inoculation
Whereof died
Sick in 1 7 Families
Perfons who have not received it

452

62

1970

139
7

24

23
'74

There died of Inoculation, 3 1 Perfons, not including
the dubious Deaths of Mr. Coleman's Son, who died by
fubfequent nervous Diforders and fore Eyes, and the
two Daughters of Mr. Goldtbwait who died under Ino
culation, but as it is faid by the fore Throat Illnefs.
The Scrutiny reported, that the total of Refidtnters, fb
called, at that Time were 15,734, including 1544 Ne
groes, and about 1 800 Abfentees who had fled from the
Small- Pox : died of an Inoculated Small-Pox about one
in Eighty- two Whites, and one in Twenty Blacks.
V. The Small- Pox in cold Countries is more fatal to
Blacks than to Whites : In the Bofton Small-Pox of 1752,
there died Whites in the natural Way about one in
Eleven, by Inoculation one in Eighty ; Blacks in the
natural Way one in Eight, by Inoculation one in
Twenty. In hot Countries it is more fatal to Whites
than to Blacks : In Charles-Town of South Carolina, when
the Small-Pox prevailed 1738, uport a Scrutiny, it was
found that in the natural Way, of 647 Whites, died
157, is one in Four: by Inoculation of 156 Whites,
died nine, is one in Twenty ; Of 1024 Blacks in the
natural Way there died 138, is one in Seven and
half,
of 251 Blacks by Inoculation there died feven, is one
in Thirty-fix.

VI. In Autum the Small'Pox is the moft
deleterious,
in all Autumnal Fevers there is a
putrid Complication
from the declining and lefs
vegite Stafon ; In Wintet
the Seafon does not allow it to fptead 7 thi
if noc

Spring

too
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wet, and the Summer if not too hot
favourable Seafons for the Small Pox.
too

are

the moft

VII. We improve in the management of the Small
Pox -, In the natural Way 1721, died about one in Seven 5
1730 about one in Eight; 1752 nearly one in Eleven,
which may be attributed to the gradually relinquifhing

Alexipbarmicks,

and

a

mended

hot

Regimen formerly

recom

and of a cold
this Sydenham has

by man/i, being
Management the other Extreme •, by
done much Damage •, as Natures Helmfmen, we have
varied from a more cool to a more cordial Regimen,
according to the Conftitutions of different Patients, and
the various ftadia, and other Circumfiances of the fame
Patient : V. S. or Blood-letting wasfeldom ufed ; fcarce
was
kept in a natural
any ufe of Opiats : the Patient
of
Diluters
ufe
a
with
; the Body
plentiful
Temperature
and when the Maturation
the
in
all
folable
Stadia,
kept
was compleated, cordial Purges for two or three Days.
VIII. The greater

one

or

extreme •,

fmaller

Mortality in the Small
the Seafons, Regimeii

Pox is not principally owing to
and the like ; but fomewhat infcrutable in the various
Conftitutions of Families and individuals; 1721, Mr.v
Bond a Carpenter, and five of his Children died with
Four Chil
Purples and Hemorrhages in Bofton ; 1752
whereof
one
dren of Mr. Wier of Charles-Town died,
received
Notion
of
Inoculated. The commonly
was
New
the
to
England born, is
the SmallPox being fatal
in deprefiing the
Effect
bad
of
is
not true and juft, and
feized
abroad ; 1752
when
Men
Spirits of New England
died
about one
in
Bofton
of the Small Pox Decumbents
in
favourable
fo
any Part of
in Eleven ; it is feldom

Great Britain,

x

The SmallPox is a malignant contagious eruptive puf-'
certain Stadia ; communicable
tulary Fever, obferving
Infection : It is not known to be En-

•nly by perfonal
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demial in any Country as the Plague is in Turky, it was
not known in America until the Colonies from Europe
introduced it. In the natural Way from Infection, re
ceived to the firft Eruptions, allowing a Latitude for
varieties of Ages and Conftitutions, are 14 to 2 1 Days ;
In the Inoculated Way, are 7 to 14 Days ; but I fufpect
thefe of 14 Days, to have received the Infection in the
natural Way from the Inoculator, or from the Effluvia
of bis variolated doffils. The Small-Pox generally is not
In the
infecting, until a concocted Pus is formed.
SmallPox Time 1752, the Chicken or Spurious Pox was
frequent, and fometimes paffed for the Small Pox, and
fome Perfons have ineffectually been Inoculated from
thence : but if there has been an Apparatus of two or
three Days, though the Puftules are watery or Ichorous
with a thin Cyftis, if the Bafes be red with a circular florid
auticular Expanfion, we may pronounce it a genuine
Small Pox. There are vaft Varieties of the genuine
Small- Pox ; in general the fooner the feveral Stadia arc
accomplifhed, the more benign is the Small-Pox, and
frequently the Danger is in Proportion to the number of
Puftules, efpeciaily in the Face. In the Small-Pox natu
ral and ingrafted, fome Patients a few Days before Decumbiture, have tranfient intermitting Complaints ; fome
after the genuine Small-Pox puftulary Eruption is compkated, have Eruptions of fpurious Puftules.

To form a general Idea of the Small- Pox, we may
take the diftinct plump Kind as a Standard.
It be
gins with the common Symptoms of a Fever (in the
apparatus of many, there are no Chills, Rigors, and
Horripulations perceivable ; a Cough is no Symptom)
particularly with a Pain in the Head, Back and Limbs ;
.

Oppreffion

regiona Ventriculi, Naufea or Vomitings,
general, but no dangerous Symptom, it
vanifhcs
after Maturation -, nervous Affections,
gradually
Betiria9
:ore

e

Throat is

Vf
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Deliria, Pbrenfies, and fometimes Convulfions in Chil
; f The end of the third or beginning of the fourth
Day, the Small-Pax Euftyles begin to appear ; in fome
few, the Eruptions make their Appearance without any
Apparatus Symptoms ; generally, the younger the Subject,
the fooner all the Stadia of any Diftemper, particularly
of the SmallPox are performed ; the fifth Day they are
round and inlarge their Bafes of a lively red ; the fixth
Day they come to a point ; the feventh Day the Points
or
Apices turn white ; the eighth they turn yellow, the
ninth there is a laudable digefted Pus ; the tenth they
begin to cruft or Scab ; the twelfth they are dry Scabs.
dren

fo many varieties of the Small-Pox
Appearances, they cannot be reduced to Gaffes ; we
may obferve that the very young and very old are fcarce
fufceptible of the Small-Pox, perhaps their vis vita is too
feeble for bringing the variolous Leaven received, to
leaven the whole Lump. I fhall enumerate fome of the
moft noted Varieties. .1. A diftinct dry fort, few, not
large, Bafts fcarce inflamed, very fmafl Digeftion, being
Warty or Horny ; the fifth or fixth Day from Eruption,
they begin to dry and foon vanifti, leaving no Pittings,
only Freckles. 2. The diftinct plump kind as above
defcribed for a Standard. 3. The Coherent, not well
defcribed by the Writers concerning the Small-Pox, I
fuppofe they mean a frequent or cluttered SmallPox deprcfTed, generally pitted or umbillicated in the Centre,
and upon the Maturation frequently attended with a
fecond or fecondary Fever. 4. The 'Confluent which
are very irregular in their firft Appearances and fubfequent
Stadia, frequently they appear Eryftpolas like, and after
X. There

are

\ Sydenham and fome others reckon them a good Prognefticfc;
whereas many fuch die in the Apparatus and beginning of Eruption ;
all Practitioners obferve that Purgings and Convulfions are generally
the moft fatal Diftempers of Children, therefore they muft be bad
their Small- Pox ; I know of no Dif
Symptoms in the Apparatus of

temper where Convulfions

Vol. II

are a

favourable

D d d

Prognoftick.

tht

and
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the Period of Maturation, they become an afh coloured
Cruft or white Skin ; their fecond Fever frequently be
fome Weeks,
comes a Hetlick, not mortal until after
Small-Pox
The
Months or Years. 5.
interfperfed with
of a limpid
fmall
Blifters
or
Petechia, veficule miliar es,
diluted ;
more
or
lefs
or bluifh Serum ; with purple Spots
the
than
mortal
are
more
Plague
and Hcemorrhages, which
N. B. In fome there is at firft, a flufh or rafhit felf.
Jike formidable Appearance, but foon difappearing, the
SmallPox looks favourable. N. B. A round turgid Small
Pox with florid Interftices is the beft.

XI.

Among the bad Symptoms in the SmallPox,

we

following, f mild Symptoms in a
may
a
of
Pox
Small
Appearance ; univerfal Feeblenefs or
of
Proftration
Strength ; pain from the nape of the
Neck all along the Spine, Naufea, and averfion to any
Drink, fetid anhelous Breathings ; Groans, Vigilie, inqui
etudes or languid Toflings, Comas, a fparkling piercing
bright Eye threatning a Phrenfy ; Colliquations of any
kind in the Eruption, fuch as profufe Sweatings, many
enumerate

the
bad

Stools, Menftruatio tempore

non

debito, Purples

and He

like rank

Meafles,
Miliary Eruption,
morrhages.
or Eryfipelas like ; a fpanifh Brown unequal Eruption,
a Chryftaline Small Pox ; afiliquos Small Pox, where the
Puftules of a cream Colour run together, waved of vari
ous Figures, fpungy not Mellow; a feflile SmallPox ;
where the confluent fort dry in the beginning of Ma
turation 5 after the Eruption is compleated, miliary
Blifters or Puftules appearing in the Interftices containing
A

a

dark red Serum

or

; a

fudden fubfidence of the Puftules

in bad Cafes of the Small Pox, in Europe, Phyficians
; it is left in the Management of the Matrons
and to Nature : It is reckoned a Diftemper of Children, fuch as
are red Gum,
Toothing, Worms, and the like ; the Dutch with good
Propriety call it Kinder en Packies, but few of the Adults are to re
ceive it, becaufe when Children they are allowed to have it in corn-

f Excepting

are

feldom called upen

won

Courfe.

and
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Eyes (hut up, opening
dry fubfiding in the Center 5
Interftices livid or Pale; In the Defquamation or Dec'.fnfion, where a famous gleeting Scab returns with a
tedious Expectoration of vifcid Phlegm, and Hettick 5
Stools ; a ftrong
a cold Refpiration ; Carton like fetid
Vibration of the Carotide Arteries ; the firft Eruptions
more general in the Extremities than in the Face
and
Neck ; Scarce any die but in the drying Defquamation
or Decienfion Period, this
drying fometimes happens

fwelling of the
fuddenly -, Puftules

and

Face
feflile

5

the

in the firft of Maturation, or any Time of the Matura
tion protracted but not perfected ; Indigo coloured ftairis
in the Puftules ; Scabs or Crufts of a Bees-wax Colour
are the moft laudable, the Afh coloured are bad, the
black are very bad ; where the Puftules after Maturation
feem to be at a Stand, and do not Scab or Corrugate,
the Patient is weak and the Cafe dubious.

Management of the Small- Pox in general.
To receive the Small Pox, when expected, in the natural
or Inoculated Way ; keep an cafy undifturbed Mind,
avoid catching of cold, refrain from violent Exercife,
1. In
ufe a foft Diet, take a Mercurial Purge or two.
*
a
the
of
Fever,
the beginning
gentle
give
Apparatus
The

Vomit (a rude Vomit hurts as much as does violent Ex
ercife) it not only cleans the Stomach, but by its fhocks
removes Obftructions, renders the Oeconomy meable for
of Nature is
a regular Circulation : 2. Where the Defign
no Difturbance
Intentions
her
and
laudable,
give
obvious,
becaufe of the Cauftick
by Medicines, dilute plentifully
let Nature keep its Courfe ; if any extraor-

Acrimony,
*

When the

ought
any

not to

be

of the Small- Pox appear; the Temper
much lowered by a cold Regimen, byV. S. or

Symptoms
too

unneceflary Evacuation

;

occafioning

a

late, imperfect, unequal,

fecond Crop Eruption, of bad Confequence ; neither ihould the Tem
Cordials and a hot Regimen to force the circulating
per be raifed by
of a greater Load of Small- Pox than Nature
to a
juices

intended.

Separation
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it the Cuftom in Greatneighbouring honeft pracSurgeon ; or rather, of fome ex

ordinary Symptom happen,

Britain, call! in the advice of

as
a

tifing Apothecary or
perienced difcreet Phyfician. 3. During the Eruption
and Maturation Periods, keep the Belly rather foluble
than, bound, {Sydenham by a grand Miftake recommends
Coftivenefs even to the thirteenth Dayj and upon Maturafion^ a purging natural or procured, are falurary and
have faved the Lives of many, particularly in Rigors
and Anhelous Breathings.
4. In the whole Courfe of
the Diftemper, the Patient is to be kept in a moderate
or natural Temper, an increafed heat inflames the habit,
cold depreffes the Spirits too much.. 5. Give vegeta
ble Acids (Mineral Acids 1 have found too rude, and do
hurt by occafioning a Naufea or Vomituition) becaufe
there is a notorious Animal or urinous Acrimony in the
Cafe. 6. When the Maturation is compleated, to prevent
or alleviate a fecond Fever, from fome Part of the variolous
Pus being abforbed by the circulating Fluids, g'u/e fome
Cordial Purges t for two or three Days ; upon any un
lucky Tranflation, it is" eafier to follicit the Inteftines to
a Di
fcha'rge, '(as being more under Command, than
other
Secretion or Evacuation) than the
any
falivary
Ducts or urinary Paflages : This Purging moderates the
Suppuration, and confequently prevents much Pittings
and Scars, moreover it procures Sleep like an
Anodyne,
and more beningly, becaufe Opiats protract all the Stadia
;
a protracted
Defquamation, with a fharp Sanies or corrofive
t In the Small- Pox of 1730, I obferved fome Patients with vio
lent fecpnd Fever Symptoms,
upon Maturation compleated, feized
with a natural
Purging which gave great Relief ; but as a blind
Follower of Sydenham, I cbeckt it by
Opiats, which occafioned a re
turn of the viohnt
threatning Symptoms ; until the Effeft of the
Opiat being over, the Purging return'd with great Relief, and fo
tales quoties : This
gave me a ftrong hint, that purging upon Ma
turation compleated was
falutary : I ufed it with Succefs, and in
troduced the good Opinion of it with many
Practitioners, to the
laving of many Lives ; foon after I found this
Method re
commended by Mead, Friend, and other

Purging

Phyficians in England.

Ichor,
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Ichor, gleeting from under the Scabs, occafion Pittingsand
Scars

fo does picking and fcratching of the Small
-,
Pox. Scabs, before a new Scerf Skin is formed under
neath to prevent the injuries from the external Air.
7. Towards the end of the Defquamation give a Mercu
rial Purge or two to defecate the Blood and other Juices, f
We may further obferve, 1 that there are fuch Ano
malies in Conftitutions, that a few extraordinary Inftances
proof againft all pernicious Management, are by no
Means to be adduced as Precedents for forming of a
Regimen : Dr. Fuller in his Exanthematologia, writes, that
a Son Mt.
15 of Dr. Hoopers, Bifhop of Bath and Wells, in
a very bad SmallPox, for twelve Days when awake, every
half Hour drank a Bumper of ftrong Beer,Mountain Wine,
or Brandy, he recovered : fome drank only cold Water
and did well ; Sydenham's Hiftory 6f a young Man, who
in the Abfence of his Nurfe was thought by the Standers
by to have died and was laid out on a cold Board,, the
Nurfe upon her return, perceiving fome Signs of Life,
put him to Bed and he did well. 2. Let not Numbers
of Decumbents, be put up in one dofe Room, the
Congeries of putrid Effluvia, renders the ambient Air a
pudle of Corruption, and without a proper" Spring to continue the Circulation of our Juices,.. which, is the Life pf
Animals. 3. Let not Nature or the Spirits (this ought
to be regarded in ail acute Diftempers) be difturbed by
Noife or Confabulation. 4. Where Medicines are re
quired, adminifter no Medicine that continues to be difagreeable to the Stomach. 5. Any violent Symptom
appearing, muft be immediately obviated ;. delays here
6. Let the Belly be' kept foluble, for
are dangerous.
merly from an implicit Faith in Sydenham, I Japfed into
that Error, that the Belly ought not to be kept foluble,
left Nature fhould be confounded in her proper Courfe $
whereas in Truth, Nature is thereby alleviated. 7. Avoid
.

.

»

1

k

.

"'

•fDay
times

■

>

'

'

i

"

"
,

Hetlick Fever remains to the 20th, 30th 40th
Sometimes
or longer, and the Patient dies HeSick or Confumptive ; fome
a

a

fcropbulous Difpofuion •remain*

for Life.

Grief*

.
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or the like,
particularly avoid
and
all
other Tenden
hinder
Fear ; they
Perfpiration,
or
Extra
of
ad
Surface
the
cies to the
Body. 8. Upon
where
the
Circulation
much crowded,
is
the Maturation,
the fwelling of the Face and Arms, a Ptyalifm, a Dia
betica! Proftuvium are of great Relief, Cordial Purges an
fwer the fame Intention and are more at our Command ;
Spitting frequently begins with the Eruption and ought
not to decline until about eleventh Day of lllnefs, it
gradually becomes thick and roapy and requires plenti
ful diluting.
9. Purples and Hemorrhages are more
mortal than the Plague itfelf.

Grief, intenfe thinking,

Concerning

Inoculation

of the

Small- Pox.

The Novel Practice of procuring the SmallPox by
is a very confiderable and moft beneficial
Improvement in that Article of Medical Practice. It
is true the firft Promoters of it, were too
extravagant,
and therefore fufpected in their Recommendations of it,
and fome Medical Writers,Inftance fundry Diforders
arifing
in the Animal CEconomy from fome foreign Liquids being
directly admitted into the current of Blood : Thefe
Confederations made me 1 721, not enter into the Prac
tice, until further Tryals did evince the Succefs of it ;
but now after upwards of thirty Years Practice of it
in Great- Britain, and the Dominions thereto
belonging,
we found that the Small-Pox received
by cuticular In
cifions has a better Chance for Life and an eafy Decumbiture ; that is, the SmallPox fo received is lefs mortal
and generally more favourable, than when received
in the accidental or natural Way,
by Infpiration, Deglu
tition, Pores of the Skin, and the like ; we muft ftill
acknowledge, that it falls fhort of the Recommenda
tions given by its firft Promoters,
being no abfolute
Security againft Death and other Calamities of the
Small-Pox ; it produces all the Varieties as in the natural

Inoculation,

Way,

from

the moft

favourable dry horny diftinct
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the moft deleterious attended with

Purples and
the confequential Boils and Impoftumations are more than in the natural Way, befides their
Incifions ulcerating and putrefying ; we hinted before,
fhatin Bofton 1730 of the twelve Inoculated Deaths
tfiree were .occafioned by their Incifions ; two in three
a few
Days after Inoculation complain in their Axillary,
Inguinal, or Parotid Glands, * before the Apparatus Fe
ver makes its
Appearance. We are informed that of
the firft Inoculations in England, nine in ten were af
flicted with Sores, fo as to require the immediate Care
of a Surgeon or Dreffer for fome Time f.
To alleviate the Crifis and deleterious Symptoms of
the Small Pox, 1. we find good Succefs in the Circafftan
Way of procuring it by variolous Pus applied in any
Manner to frefh cutaneous Incifions. The Manner
which I happen to ufe, is a fmall cuticular Scarification
by the Point of a crooked Biftoury or Scalpel, in the infide of one upper Arm, and in this Incifion I lodge a
very fmall variolated Doffil in the form and bignefs of
a Barley Corn H contained or fecured by fome flicking

Hemorrhages

;

•

*
Where the Circulation labours, the glandular Parts are the moil
liable to complain.
-f- If the SmallPox procured by Inoculation was fo favourable
would require only a Barber Surgeon or
as at firft pretended, it
Cupper, the- Incifion or Scarification is done with lefs Rifle than com
mon Blood- let'.i o£, and requires only a foft Diet and fhort Confine
ment under the fmall Care of a Nurfe or Attendant, and a Practi
tioners large Bill would appear ridiculous and impofing.
|| At prefent in London, they generally ufe a fmall Scratch, or Sca
rification in one Arm, and lodge therein a fmall bit of variolated
There is no Proportion or Dofe of variolous Matter re
Thread.
for
Inoculation ; Pylarini writes, that by pricking the Skin
quifite
with Needles dipt in variolous Matter or Pus, People have been
Inoculated: The variolous Miafmis inconceivably fubtle ; 1730 I
accidentally inoculated Mr. W. Pbips, by ufing in V. S. inadvertently
which I had the prea Lancet (wiped dry and clean as ufual) by
Pus
for
fome
variolous
Inoculation; its true
taken
Ceeding Day
I inoculated him afterwards in the common Manner, but all the
Stadia of the Small-Pax took their Date from the V. S. and the
-

Qrifice fettered accordingly.

Plaiftcr
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Plaifter for 4.8 Hours, and afterwards dreffed daily
with fome gentle Digdftive. 2. More Incifions than
the Rifk of more ulcer
one, is an unneceffary running

have not perceived any
ating Incifions. 3. Hitherto we
Difference in the SmallPox received from a Jaudablf
diftinct Kind, and that from a difmal Confluent Kind,
which fome of our audacious Inoculaters have ufed in
want of a better, that they might not loofe the Benefit
Dr. Wagftaffe writes, that the
of an inoculated Patient.
Criminals in Newgate 1721, were Inoculated by Pus from
Fluxed fort of a Perfon. who died before the Ino
a
culations were performed. 4. The Caution that Per

fons who are to be Inoculated take, not to receive at
the fame Time the Infection in the natural Way, is a
vulgar Error .; the receiving of Infection upon Infection
does not add to ks Intenfenefs, as we may obferve in
Perfons who receive it in the natural Way and are
continuedly expofed to repeated Infections, becaufe what
ever Infection firft takes place, renders the fubfequent In
fections EfTeet or Abortive, and as the Inoculated SmallPox is more expeditious in its Courfe, any other In
fection would prove Abortive.
The Hiftory of Inoculation relating to New-England,
The Circafftans living between the
is briefly as follows.
Euxine and Cafpian Sets, Time out of Mind, have car
ried on a confiderable Branch of Trade with Turkey and
Perfia, in felling their own Children and young Slaves
taken by Incurfions from their Neighbours ; but more
efpeciaily their young Women, they are beautiful, and
in great Requeft in the Saraglios and Harams of tire
Turks and PerJians, while young they give them* the
SmallPox by Inoculation or otherways, and they who
retain their Beauties are carried to Market.
This Cirthe
Trafflck
Practice
into
caffton
conveyed
Turky ; the
Turks at firft from their principle of Predeftination would
not come into it, the old Women of- the Greek Church
practifedit for fome Time among the meaner fort of Peo
ple ; Pylarini wrftes; that 1 701, it firft began to be ufed
among the better fort in Conftantinople.
17 13
'
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17 1 3, Timonius from Conftantinople, fent to the Royal
in London, incredible Recommendations of this
Practice " that for the proceeding eight Years fome
Thoufands had been Inoculated and none died, while at
the fame Time, half of the affected in the common Way
died in Conftantinople ; and what is valued by the Fair,
Inoculation never leaves Fits or Scars ; Children have
no Convulfions." Pylarini the Venetian Confui at Con
ftantinople, 1 714, fent to the Royal Society, a more modeft Account of the fame. " I was not an Eye-witnefs
to ail that I now relate ; Inoculation fometimes does not
take place ; with fome, in the glandulous Parrs and
Emmunctories, Abceffes do arife after fome Time. Dr.
Le Due a Native of Conftantinople, and who was himfelf
Inoculated, affured Dr. Jurin, that out of many Thou
fands, in the fpace of about forty Years paft, had been
Inoculated in and about Conftantinople, by one Greek
[Woman, not fo much as one Perfon had mifcarried.
lent thefe Communications to Dr. Cotton
1 72 1, I
a
Mather, Clergyman of Bofton, being very credulous,
that is of great Faith, when the SmallPox appeared in
Bofton, that he might have the imaginary Honour of a
new fangled Notion furreptitioufly without my Know
ledge, fet a rafh undaunted Operator f to Work,
and by three Practitioners in Town and Country,
about 286 were inoculated, whereof about one in forty
eight died in Bofton.

Society

Thefe Communications,

were

regarded

in

England,

Virtuofo Amufements, until 1721, Mr. Maitland
only
a Surgeon in the Retinue of Sir Robert Sutton the Bri
as

tifh

Ambaffador

Conftantinople, upon his Arrival in
fcanty Obfervations, but moftly from

at

London, from fome

to London with
Inoculation Performances in New- England, he
his
of
Bill
QtackLondon ; but fo it happened, that void
might acquire a Fortune in
of common Difcretion to couch his Ignorance and filly mean Affuwithout being called upon to perform
rance, he returned to Bofton

•f- This undaunted Operator, imagined that by going

a

any Inoculation.

Vol. II,

Ecc

Hear

fay,
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with the Merveilleux of a Traveller, broached
Novel
Practice, and a few were inoculated with
this
Succefs ; which induced the Royal Family to think well
of it, and by way of Experiment fome condemned Cri
minals were Inoculated in Newgate with their own Con
fent : In the Spring following by Direction of the Princefs of Wales, fix Hofpital Children, and foon after five
Children from Mt, 14 Weeks to 20
more Hofpital
were Inoculated ; fome did not receive
Years of
the Infection as having had it formerly, or from fome
other impediment, but none died or fuffered much :
Upon this Encouragement, Mr. Amyand, Serj. Surgeon
was ordered to ingraft the Small-Pox on Princefs Amelia,
Mt. 1 1, and Princefs Carolina, Mt. 9, they had them
favourably ; this encouraged the Practice ; and from the
Accounts of Dr. Jurim, R. S. Seer, (a great Promoter
of Inoculation) in the firft three Years 1721,1722,
and 1723 of the Practice, in all Great- Britaift were
Inoculated 477 Perfons, whereof nine are fufpected to
have died, and as of thefe Twenty-nine did not receive
fhe Infection (this is one in Sixteen) the Deaths were
nine in 448, or two per Ct -, in this Period of three
Years, the principal Inoculators in England, were Dr.
Nettleton in Torkfhire Eighty Patients, Mr. Amyand, Serj.
Surgeon Sixty- two, Mr. Maitland Eighty-five, &c.
The firft Promoters were fo incredibly marvellous in
their Accounts, as would have difcouraged any fober
Man to have attempted it, if the fubfequent more mo
derate Accounts of its Succefs had not given a reafonable
Encouragement. Timonius wrote, that of many Thoufands Inoculated in the fpace of eight Years none died.
Le Due writes, that in the fpace of about
forty Years,
out of many Thoufands Inoculated
by one Greek Wo
man in and about
Conftantinople, not fo much as one
Perfon had mifcarried, as is before hinted. Mr. Mait
land in his printed Account fays, "
Dying is a Cafe
which, never happened in Ingrafting ; that the
giving
ef the SmallPox- by Inoculation never
failed nor

Hear-fay,

Age

yet

ever

Vf
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1

other
in a Thoufand, the Puftules
never leave any Pits behind them." Dr.
Brady of Portf
mouth writes, " not one ever died of Inoculation rightly
performed, it always is favourable.'* Dr. Harris fays,
that Inoculation is a certain Remedy againft the conflu
ent kind.
Mr. Colman a Clergy-man and principal Pro
moter of the Practice in Bofton of New-England,
pub
"
none die, no Blains or Boils follow the
lifhed, that
Practice.5* Mr. B
ton the firft Operator, publifiied,
"
There is no Truth in the Reports of People dying
under Inoculation," his Accounts are fo abfurd they
invalidate themfelves, and require no other Animadverifion.
Other Inoculators have publifhed, the Inoculated
fo
never infecting ;
SmallPox is always favourable,
the Puftules never
fafe as to require no Phyfician;
exceed ten to a hundred, and do not Fit. -f*
ever can ;

fever

no

Head-akes, Thirft, Inquietude*, anrj

Symptoms,

not one

—

—

—

—

Dr. C. Mather, who firft fet up Inoculation in Bofton,
in his publifhed Accounts of it, lhows what fmall De"
pendance there is upon weak Authorities, fome Cats*
and died of it."
172 1 in Bofton had a regular SmallPox
the
Pigeons and Dunghill
During the SmallPox,
He
hatch.
nor
never knew BlifterFowls did not lay
The Patient
the
Small-Pox.
in
Life
ing mifs of faving
to Women
is
ufeful
it
after
is more healthy
Inoculation,
tedious
dries
it
in Child- bed,
running Ulcers,
up
and rids
makes the Crazy Confumptive People hearty,
Maladies.
||
People of their former
—

—

-—

—

—

■

1

'

-

■■'

•

+ It would be idle in me, formally to confute thefe unguarded
Affertiens, daily Experience evinces the contrary.
*
He had not Difcretion fufficient to obferve, that the Small
as is alfo the
pox is a contagious Diftemper, peculiar to Mankind,
have their peculiar Epide
Animals
other
that
and
;
Meafles,
Plague
Neat Cattle, Rot
mical or malignant Diftempers, Murrain among
: we may alfo obferve, that fome Species
the
like
and
Sheep,
among
that male Animals
of Trees only, are fufceptible of peculiar Blafts ;
only impregnate Females of their own Species.
MaoII Dr. Berkleys Tar. Water is lately recommended in the fame
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of medium Eftimates, we ought to take
large Numbers in a long Series of Time, but not the
Cafes of lingular Families, where fome may fay that
notorious Circumfiances were not avoided or attended to,
fuch as pregnant Women, Child-bed Women, old Ne
we had a
remarkable Inftance in
groes, and the like;
die Inoculations of Bofton, 1752, of five Perfons in one
*
r
three
Family, Mr. Sherburn's inoculated byMr. G
of 72 or y% Perfons inoculated 1 721 in Roxbury
died ;
and the adjacent Country Towns by Mr. B
«, five
died ; which is about one in fourteen.
In fhort, the Rifk feems to be only two to three per Ct.
and by the purging Method, and fome prudential Cau
tions might be further reduced.
I am at a lofs for the Reafons, why Inoculation hitherto
is not much ufed in our Mother Country, Great- Britain ;
confidering that it has with good Succefs been practifed
in our Colonies or Plantations, particularly in Bofton,
New-Tork, Philadelphia, and Charles-Town of SouthCarolina.
The Advantages of Inoculation, are 1. The Choice
A previous proper
2.
of fuitable Seafons.
Regimen.
A
moft eligible,) variolous Pus
is
the
laudable
(this
3.
or Leaven.
4. We have no Inftance of any who re
ceived the SmallPox by Inoculation, receiving the Small
Pox again.
5. By many Trials for upwards of 30 Years
in the Dominions of Great-Britain, it muft be acknow
ledged a more favourable Manner of receiving the Small
Pox.
6. In a place of Trade, it gives the SmallPox a
quick Courfe, and the Interruption of Commerce fhort ;
in the very general Small-Pox of
Bofton 1752, the TiIn

making

—

Panacea : The principal Advantage I found in
it, is, when
is tired out with fome tedious Chronical Cafe to
turn the
over
Patient
to the ufe of the
Bifhops Tar Water ; valeat

ner as a
a

Phyfician

valcre
*

Mr.

being

quantum

potefi.

This is
C>
a

r.ct

r,

defigned

but

to

as a

perfonal Reflection

illuftrate that

prefeivauve againft Death,

Promoter?,

as

upon

my Friend

Inoculation, is very far
v/as
alledged by fome
**■

'

from
of its

mprous
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fled from the SmallPox beginning of April, and
with the Trade generally returned
beginning of Sep
morous

tember.

The Difad vantages of Inoculation, whereof fome are
1. Inoculated Deaths
being Criminal : Tf^e
Royal Family by their Example, have removed this
Sufpicion. 2. Procuring- of Abortion to Women with
Child, is a Sin in Foro Divino, though connived at by
us.
3 A fordid mercenary Manner of perfuading Child
bed Women to receive the Small-Pox by Inoculation,
upon Pretext of cleanfing : whereas, the Puerpera Fret
in the circulating Juices, is by this Leaven increafed,

obviated.

.

and finally Death : I can
adduce fome notorious Inftances in Bofton. 4. The
communicating -f of perfonal or family chronical and conftitutional Diftempers to the Inoculated, a Man has or
ought to have a proper Regard for his Progeny and fucceeding Generations, has been a confiderable ftumbling
Block with me : On the other Hand, from many Tryals
in the fpace of upwards of thirty Years Practice of ino
culating the SmallPox in the Britifh Dominions, no fuch
Communications have been obferved ; the Itch it felf, a
notorious cutaneousDiftemper, is not faid to have been

colliquative Purgings enfue,

-f Chronical Diftempers have been received by cutaneous or ex
ternal Applications : We have a notorious Inftance of this, fome Year3
fince in Cork. of Ireland; a Nurfe reputed for- drawing of Child -bed
Women's Brcafts ; from a veneral Ulcer under her Tongue, infedted
the Nipples of her Women, thefe Women in Coition infetted their
Hufbands, and the City became generally Poxed. All Conftitution Dif
of our Juices ; the
tempers have fome Idea or Seminium in every drop
to its Nature foon fhows it felf, the Chroni
according
acuteDMlemper
cal Ails aft imperceptibly and flowly in the Body ; the Diftempers
or two, and
ex traduce, fometimes intermit a Generation
again ap
as the Pfora of North- America,
fuch
Generations,
pear infucceeding
called a Salt Rheum, that is a Scurvy, Negro Taiat, fcropbulous Dif
orders or Kings evil, Venereal Difeafes, Manias and other heredior Gouty Ails,
Naphritick Cafes
rary nervous Diforders, Arthritick
and the like* which may occafion inquietude in the Minds of the
Jnoculated, a od render them incapable of the greateft Happinefs in
Lfte, Mm: fana in corf ore Sana.

thus
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if after a Series of Years or Ge
thus communicated : and
become real, fuch diftant
fhould
nerations any fuch Fears
the prefent Relief or
where
Views can not afTed much
Cafe.
5. It fpreads Infection
better Chance are in the
the
Neighbourhood not pre
▼ery quick and endangers
of the Reafons, that it
one
is
pared to receive it : this
fet his own Houfe on
to
Man
a
or Criminal for
is

Felony

F-e, becaufe it endangers the Vicinity

:

it is

a

Hardfhip

to oblige People abruptly to leave
upon the Publick,
their Habitations and Bufinefs; fome civil Regulations
Difficulties which occur
•eem requifite to obviate fome
6. It promotes the Practice of P—
m
this Practice.

Bifhop Tillotfon in another Cafe writes, that
fome Men had got a fcurvy Trick of Lying, in favour
of what they iirnj ofed upon People as Truth, as lately
an actual
happened in the Bofton Inoculations ; upon
2000
about
in
that
Inoculations,
Survey it was found
fome difputed Cafes, fay
died
had
including
(others
31
but gra
34; the Promoters gave out 3500 Inoculated,
and
afterwards
to
to
Number
3000,
dually reduced the
in
Gazettes
June 1752)
publifhed
2500, (fee the Bofton
and at laft acquiefced in the actual Scrutiny of about
Infurance Offices, this falfe Repre
2109 : In Policy of

fraudes,

as

fentation would be reckoned an Impofition, becaufe Peo
ple who would run a Rifk at 1 per Ct. may not run
:he fame Rifk at 2 or 3 per Ct.

Virginia Settlements.
were only a few general Patentees,

but
be
reckoned
Patentee.
a
at prefent every Freeholder may
The Government of Virginia pretend to extend their
Settlements fo far back Weftward as the great Lake
Erie, and fome Branches of the Mififftppi River, com
prehending an immenfe Quantity of Land unfettled ;
and as their Settlements extend gradually towards the
Mountains, they create new Counties from Time to Time,
for the Conveniency of attending Inferior Courts of Ju
dicature
At firft there

The

Of

Virginia.
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or furtheft back Counties being of great
Navigation, and not much foreign Trade,
hold quarterly County Courts only ; aU the others have
monthly Courts ; there are Variations from Time to
Time j at this Time Anno 1752, they are as follows.

The Frontier

extent,

no

Quarterly County
Brunfwick

Fairfax
Lunenburgh
Frederick
Albemarle

Augufta

Courts.

}> Laft Tuefdays in March, June,
}> September, December.
Firft Tuefdays in Jan. April, July, Otlolter*
)- Second Tuefdays in February, May,
> Auguft, November.
Fourth Tuefdays in faid Months.
Monthly County Courts,

Henrico

Richmond
'

*\

> Firft Mondays in

Wilhamfhurg
James City

I

Nanfemond

J

Middlefex

")

Nortbumberlan. S> Second

evciy Month.

Mondays.

Third Mondays.
Tork
Prince William V
^^ Mond '
Cumberland
>

City }> Firft Tuefdays.
Spotfylvania
Prince George 1
King & Queen > s
d Tuefdays#
>
Elizabeth

.

Northampton
Stafford
£/<*
,

Coocb Land
Princefs Anns

(Stifre?

JLouiftl

J

J

1
^

> Third

J

Tuefdays,

Fowf^ Tuefdays.

Weft-

416 -^Summary, Historical and Political,
Weftmorland
Accomack
Charles City
Warwick

JJle of Wight
Hanover
New Kent

Southampton
Norfolk
Culpepper
Gloucefter

Orange
Cheflerfield
King George
Lancaster
Carolina
King William
Amelia

I

}>

Laft

fuefdays.

Firft

Wednefdays.

Firft

Thurfdays.

Second
Third

f Fourth
Firft

&*-

Thurfdays.

Thurfdays.
Thurfdays.

Fridays.

Second

Fridays.

f Third Fridays each Month.

Thus the Government is divided into
Forty -five

Coun-|

ties, whereof fix hold Quarterly Courts, and
thirty- nine,
hold

Monthly Courts ; fee the proper Article of Legi-*
'%
flative and Executive Courts.
The Country between
James River and Tork River
is the beft
inhabited, cultivated, and

Tobacco.

produces thebeft-

Lunenburgh

their remoteft Settlement is about
100
W* from Hmo™r J Hanover is 6e Miles
from
Wilkamfburg, the Metropolis.
The Lands Weft of the
Virginia Settlements ate
claimed
tytne fix Nations called by the French, Iroquch

^„S S'n

and by tne
Britifh Mohawks ; they are alfo claimed
the Southern
Indians, See Vol. I. P.
and b„ Jj
French of Canada. The beft Lands rg7
are
tne FVj,
or the
Rivers, the firft Falls of each Itfver muff u
the Barcadiers for the Back or
Inland Countries 2nd < ?
x'
*
lime become
great Towns or Corporations.
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