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NAEAHRAPIVE

OF THE

~ASYLUM DIFFICULTIES,

GEO. H. PARK.

Upon assuming the duties of Medical Superintendent of the Temporary
Provincial Lunatic Asylum, under an appointment from His Excellency the
Governor-General, on the 14th day of June, 1848, the laws by which it was
governed became the subject of my immediate attention. They were remo-
delled in the year 1843, and received the sanction of the Government. The

following is a copy of them:—

OFFICERS OF THE INSTITUTION:
STEWARD, MATRON, PORTER, KEEKERS, NURSES, ORDINARY SERVANTS.

COMMISSIONERS.

The Commissioners shall meet regularly once a-week (Thursday at 10 o’clock), for the purpose
of examining into the state of the Institution and condition of the patients, hearing all complaints,
hiring and discharging servants, receiving tenders for contracts, examining accounts; and generally
taking cognizance of all matters connected with the Institution ; they shall appoint from their
number one or more in rotation, whose duty shall be to inspect the Institution®daily recording their
names, hour of visiting and remarks, in a book to be kept for that purpose ; see that the patients
are properly attended to, and supplied with wholesome food, &c., and, in conjunction with the
Medical Superintendent, make such arranzements for the week as may be deemed advisable ; they
shall be expected to report annually upon the expenditure and general state of the Institation.

MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT.

The Medical Superintendent shall visit the Institution regularly at least three times a day, not
only for the purpose of medically treating the patients, but also with a view to seeing the moral
government properly enforced : at each visit he shall enter his name in a book to be kept for that
purpose : it 1s desirable that his visits be so timed as occasionally to afford him an opportunity of
seeing the patients at their meals, and also after they have retired to bed ;—when ahsent, he ehall
leave word with the Steward where he is to be found; he shall daily mark down, in a Diet Roll,
the diet prescribed to each patient; and shall keep a book wherein to enter the name, sex, age,
species of mania, probable causes of disease (proximate and remote,) duration of disease previous
to adimission, termination thereof, &c.;—he shall also keep another book, setting forth a concise
history cf the case, together with the daily medical treatinent and symptoms; shall neither admit
nor discharge any patient withont the sanction of the Commissioners ;- he shall generally superin-
tend everything connected wi.h the internal management of the Institution and the well-being of the
patients, see that his directions relative to the medical and moral treatment of the patients are
properly attended to, shall be present, (if required) at the Weekly Meetings of the Commissioners,
and shall annually furnish a Medical Keport.

STEWARD.

The Steward shall under no circumstances absent himself from the Institution withont permis-
sion from the Superientendent or Board of Commissioners ;—he shall be strietly subject to the con-
troul of the Medical Superintendent ; shall be responsible for the cleanliness of the male patients
and of the part of the [stitution appropriated tothem ; shall see that the instructions of the Medical
Superintendent relative to the medical treatment and moral governmert of the patients are
properly earried into effect ;—he shall draw out the Weekly Diet Roll, and see that the food is
of good quality (according to contract,) properly dressed and served;—he shall, upon the
admission of each patient, deliver his wearing apparel, &c., into the charge of the Matron, receiving
an acknowledgment of the same, and shall be responsible for all articles delivered by her into his
charge for the use of the patients, and all furniture, &c., appertaining to the male wards;—he shall
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report any misconduct of the keepers or servants, or_any other irregularity occurring in the house,
to the Medical Superintendent and Visiting Commissioner, and also to the Board at their weekly
meeting ;—he shall have charge of everything out of doors connected with the Institution, see that
a good supply of fire-wood, properly cut, is constantly on hand, and regularly furnished to the several
wards, both male and female ;—he shall; when called upon by the Superintendent of the Female
Wards, render such assistance as may be required in controlling disorderly patients ;—he shall keep
a book wherein to enter the name, sex, age, religion, country, late residence, &ec., of each patient,
date of admission and discharge, under what circumstances admitted, (pauper or pay-patient,) names
of the person or persons by whom he is brought to the Asylum, and so forth ;—he shall see that the
convalescent male patients are properly exercised, and usefully and exclusively employed for the
benefit of the Institution ;—he shall attend the meetings of the Commissioners (when required,
keep minutes of their proceedings and correspondence and gererally be responsible for the gool
order of the Institution ;—he shall keep all the accounts.

MATRON.

The Matron shall be responsible for all articles belonging to the Institution committed to her
charge, and also for all articles belonging to the patients delivered over to her, shall keep inven-
tories of the same ;—she shall attend to the cleanliness of the Institution, see that the wards for
female patients are regularly scoured and cleansed, the patients apparel in good orde: and clean ;—
she shall see that the several meals are properly dressed, and served at regular stated periods ; in
fine, she shall generally attend to all matters appertaining to house-keeping;—she shall note down
daily and report to the Medical Superintendent, and to the Visitor, any disorderly conduct which
may come under her observation.

PORTER.

The Porter shall ba subject to the instructions of the Medical Superintendent and Steward ; he
shall keep the door, and see that nothing belonging to the Institution is carried out, and that neither
spirits, or any other article whatsoeverbe brought in to the patients by their friends, or otherwise,
without permission ;—he shall take care that no person has access to the patients without authority,
and that no person be permitted to inspect the Institution without permission from the Medical
Superintendent, or a Commissioner.

KEEPERS.

The Keepers shall be persons of good character, humane, &c.; they shall sleep in their several
wards, shall obey the instructions delivered to them by the Medical Superintendent, Steward or
Matron, as the case may be :—they shall wash and cleanse the patients 1egularly and dress them ;—
they shall administer the medicines prescribed, and perform the necessary dressings at the times
and in the manner directed ;—they shall be civil and respectful to the Steward and Matron, and
generally conduct themselves in an unexceptionable manner. i

ADMISSION OF PATIENTS.

The Medical Superintendent shali be the exclusive judge of those persons who are fit objects
for admission. Persons whoare unable to pay one dollar per week for their maintenance, shall be
deemed paupers, and admitted as such. Prior to the admission of a Paaper Lunatic, a certificate
shall be lodged with the Commissioners, signed by a Clergyman and two Magisirates, from the
immediate neighbourhood where such Lunatic resides, stating that, from the evidence they have in
tlieir possession, they are of opinion that the said Lunatic (if an adult) does not possess property to
the amouut of £25; if a minor, that his or her parents, or guardians, are unable to advance the
necessary funds. The several Districts shall be deemed liable for all expenses mcurred in con-
veying a Pauper Lunatic to the Asylum, also the expenses of re-conveying him or her back agaia
to their friends, when discharged, cured, relieved, or incurable, together with the funeral expenses,
as the case may be.

Persons not admitted as Panpers will be expeeted to contribute to the funds of the Institation,
such sums of money as the Commissioners may deem adequate to defray their expenses when in
the Institution  All such payments must be made in advance.

A Tlittle reflection upon my situation, and a very short experience in it,
afforded unpleasant expectation of difficulties and embarrassments. The
sequel will show the personal enmities which were early brought to bear
against me.

I found the Asylum in a sad condition with respect to its financial affairs,
and as to discipline, clothing, cleanliness and ventilation.

These derangements were traceable to an imperfect domestic Police.
Among the officers and servants, disorders and dissensions were frequently
arising, and engaging the attention of the Board. Intoxication prevailed to an
extent destructive of all subordination in servants or good order in the esta-
blishment  This insubordination was aggravated by the certain protection
the Commissioners afforded the servants, of any class, against the complaints
made against them by the Medical Superintendent; who, (surrounded by
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Keepers and nurses whose discharge he had sought in vain) could neither en-
Jjoy their confidence nor insure their obedience. An active superintendency
seemed only to lead to renewed dissension and disappointment; and every
resulting inquiry only reduced still lower in the scale the moral influence of
the complainant.

Dr. Rees, (as appears from the records of the Institution) pursued its
interests with zeal. His contest for faithful and efficient servants was itself
an evil; yet success or failure depended on it. During the superintendency
of this learned gentleman, an appeal was made by him to the late Lord
Metcalfe, whose comprehensive knowledge of these subjects enabled him to
dictate a remedy, which might and ought to have prevailed.

Exzxtract of a Despatch to the Commissioners, dated 24th July, 1844, from
D. Daly, Provincial Secretary.

“His Excellency also considers, that the selection of Keepers, and other persons employed
to attend upon the patients, should be vested in the Medical Supeiintendent, subject to the approval
of the Board of Commissioners; ashe ought to be the best judge of their fidelity, and from his
observations on the state and progress of the patients, to form an accurate judgment of the fidelity
of the attendants.”

This sensible adjudication appears to have been resisted by the Board ;
and this resistance, or rather this contumacy, is noticed in the Minues of
Council, hereafter given, with approbation, and pronounced unaccountably
effectual against its validity. If the selection should be vested in the Medical
Superintendent, it is obvious that the recommendation of a discharge should
be duly respected.

The undischarged servants, confederated with the Commissioners, soon
effected the ruin of Dr. Rees.

Dr. Telfer succeeded him. His published letters show that he was sur-
rounded by the same difficulties. ~Notwithstanding the most respectful re-
monstrances, he was obliged to receive and retain servants against whom he
had made frequent and serious charges, and whom he would not allow even to
accompany him in his official visits.  This learned gentleman, also, found the
useful discharge of his duty impracticable, and his life in the asylum as miser-
able as it should have been happy. By continuing in this humiliating position,
the subordination of the servants and his moral influence in the asylum, were
utterly destroyed ; and his destruction was ultimately and easily accom-

- plished by witnesses, whose personal hostility had been engendered by his own
fidelity in office.

The same disgraceful system has been practiced against me ; and in order
to deceive the country and the government, every outrage of this kind is ac-
companied by the reiteration of the most sanctimonious protestations of a_dis-
position by rule and by practice to render the servants strictly snbordinate
to the Medical Superintendent”’—and “ never to retain any whom that officer
thinks unsuited to his duties” ; and even ‘“to dismiss merely because that
officer has requested it.”

Under such a system of hypocrisy and abuse, every institution must pass
into a state of moral and physical disorder, and every Medical Superintendent
be exposed to insult and degraded by failure.

Perhaps the first offence I gave in the asylum, arose from my wish to press
forward the Rev. Commissioner Grassett into the attic upon a visitorial tour;
The Rev. gentleman had ascended the stairs, when the effluvia from the
room seemed to arrest his humane purpose. Some importunity induced him
somewhat further to advance, when the olfactory impression dissipated his
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resolution, and he retreated with an agility I did not attempt to follow. In
the very room from which these noisome emanations proceeded, were seventy
of my fellow creatures, who lived there night and day unpitied and unknown :
some were naked,sleeping upon straw thrown coarsely on the ground ; others,
less benighted in their immortal part, occupied cells so small and so close and
so foul, as to impair their health, retard their recovery and aggravate their
doom. Away from those friends, whose tenderness nature has (by a law Divine)
made to enlarge with their afflictions, they suffered without sympathy and
were wronged without redress.

Fiom the Rev. Mr. Roaf I received an early insult. A patient, when
restored to reason, is, according to the Laws, discharged by the Board, not
by the Medical Superintendent. But the difficulty and delay in obtaining the
signature of the Visiting Commissioner, (sometimes a serious inconveni-
ence) not easily endured i a matter of which the Medical Superintendent can
be the only proper judge. The Board had remarked to me that 1 had better
at once discharge, and let them confirm it—on one occasion 1 did so; for the
Rev. Mr. Roaf, who was Visiting Commissioner, lives three miles out of the
city,—and when in it, one can scarcely be expected, for such a point, to hunt
him up among the Banks or on the Exchange. Upon the Steward present-
ing the paper for his signature, he peremptorily refused, in censorious terms,
unbecomin ;y towards me, when addressed to an officer under me. Learning
that the Reverend Commissioner was in the neighbourhood, I brought him to
the Asylum and wished the matter adjusted for the patient’s sake: He re-
fused. Such captious proceedings impeded the transaction of business,—and
tended, moreover, to impair my position before the house-hold. I therefore
requested the Rev. Mr. Roaf when he had any objection to the
formality of my acts, not in the future to animadvert upon them to the ser-
vants, but address himselfto me, whom he would ever find ready to amend
an error. ;

Obtaining leave of absence for six weeks, I left Dr. Rolph in charge, who
continued to observe every forbearance, under the expectation that the gov-
ernment intended, as some of its members had avowed, to alter the system—
an intention not really entertained, as declared by the official Pilot of the
10th instant.

The following minute to the Board, by Dr. Rolph, will explain the origin_

of an early difficulty : —
Toronto Lunatic AsyLum, 11th August, 1848.

Upon visiting the Asylum this morning, I find the usua! harmony disturbed by a letter
addressed by the keeper Hungerford, to the Rev. John Roaf as a Commissioner, stating :—
¢ that Jane Ham lton, the Nuise in the Parliament Buildings, is very unwell, that the Steward
¢‘and Matron of the Iustitution intend to procure her discharge, in consequence of bad health,
s¢—that all the old Keepers, Nurses, &c., seem 1o be very cbnoxious to them, and that she
¢4 now claims the protection ot the Commissioners and the Rev. John Roaf in particular.”

Upon visiting again in the afternoon, and evening, I find that circumstances have pre-
vented any action being taken upon the matter. Ths Rev. John Roaf has left the letier with
the Steward, to take what course he pleased upon it. It has been placed before me as Medical
Superintendent, pro tem.

My opinion is decided, that no servant can be properly or safely retained in the Asylum,
who has arrayed himself against one of its principal officers, and made himself the communi-
cant of jealousies, alleged 1o pervade all the servants of the Branch Establishment,—should
the old keepers and nurses enteriain these feelings, their discharge is also necessary for the
good working and prosperity of the Institution. [t is obviously proper that all the servants
should enjoy the confidence of their immediate superiors, whose instructions they have hourly
to receive, and obey, and that servants should resign, when avowedly distrustful of those
under whom they act.
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The documents placed before me show that there is no foundation for these prejudicial
assumptions, and there are no qualifications in Llungerford as a keeper, to compensale for
this gratnitous misbr-haviour.

In the absence of other authority to act in the course of the day, I have deemed it my
duty at once to exempt the Steward, and myself, from his further services. | have accord-
ingly reques:ed the Steward to suspend him fiom his duties, report the case to the Commig-
sioners at their next meeling, and (o make temporary provision to supply the deficieney.

Jane Hamilton, being still an invalid and temporarily relieved of her duties, there is no
necessily for considering immediately the part sne seems to have taken in this affair. But
I have requested the Steward not to place her ogain on duty until further advised.

JOHN ROLPH,
Acting Med. Suparintendent.

The letter embodied in this minute having been addressed to the ReV+
Commissioner Roaf, and received by him, it was in his power to dispose of 1t
in any way he pleased.  Many courses were open to him. He might have
put it into the fire ; he might have returned it to Hungerford, with the admo-
nition of a friend ; but, when the Rev. Commissioner Roaf decided to take
action on it in an official character, it became him to observe and not to violate
the By-laws of the Ins itution —laws which, when once enacted and publishedy
are equally’ binding upon all. By reference to these laws, the reader will
observe that the incideuts of the week belong to the visiting Commissioner and
the Medical Superintendent ; to both of whom (as well as to the Board at
their weekly meeting) the Steward is bound to report any misconduct of the
keepers or servants, or any other irregularity occarring in the House. The
greatest confusion, if not collision, would obviously be hazarded, should all the
eleven members of the Board, at their pleasure, transgress the laws by ob-
truding upon every matter their officious interference and conflicting directions ;
and leave the medical superintendent, the visiting commissioner, and all the
household, perplexed whom to obey or what to do. 1t would be like eleven
physicians intermeddling each by his prescription, with an unfortunate patient,
who, however well he might be managed by one of them, would certainly
perish under the nostrums of all !

Decorum, therefore, required the Rev. Commissioner Roaf, as a minister
and a gent'eman, to abstain from any unwarrantable obtrusion of himse]f’upon
the domestic events of the week. He might, indeed, have kept the letter in
his pocket until the next meeting of the Board, and have left them to take
action on it. It was further open to him to confer with the medical superin-
tendent, who is required by the by-laws “ generally to superintend every
thing connected with the internal management of the institution.” If he
entertained any unworthy jealousies respecting the authority and influence of
the medical superintendent, he had the further choice of putting ‘the matter
into the hands of the visiting commissioner, Professor Beaumont. The other
commissioners were not strangers to this delicacy of official deportment ; for,
when the steward reported to Mr. Cawthra the suspension, and the cause of
it, and the other objections to Hungerford as a keeper, that gentleman said
# he could not interfere, but sent his compliments to Professor Beaumont, and
that were he visiting commissioner he would take upon himself to discharge
him.”’

But the Rev. Commissioner Roaf, treating superciliously both the medical
superintendent and visiting commissioner, stept out of his sphere in the
assumption of an extra-visitorial function (never assumed before) and brought
the letter, the writer of: it, and the officer offended by it, into immediate col-
lision. Having thus presumed to intermeddle, an opportunity presented itself
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for the interposition of that spirit of pacification by which excitement is often
allayed, the kindling from collision averted, and a christian harmony preserved.
The interference was, indeed, in him as an individual, insubordination towards
the laws, the Board, and the Iunstitution; but, in adopting this exceptionable
course, the Rev. commissioner mighi have undertaken to settle the whole
matter while he was about it. Warmly as steward Ramsey felt upon the
subject, what might not have been the effect of a short sermon (nay, he might
have humbled all in prayer upon their knees) for the purpose of bringing a
timely acknowledgment from the party offending, and awakening emotions of
conciliation in the one offended—a sentiment, 1 fully believe, to which the
steward would ever be ready to respond, if duty happened not to overrule it.
Such, however, was not the spirit to which this interview gave birth, even
under the auspices of a christian divine. The following incident, as related at
the time of excitement, will partially convey to the reader what his knowledge
of human nature must more fully supply. When the steward and keeper
had been thus officiously and unofficially confronted ; when the causes of these
lurking jealousies were explained and their groundlessness exposed ; and
when the Rev. commissioner Roaf had justly said * he did not see what the
man had to say for himself,” and left the letter for the steward to take what
course he pleased upon it ; the steward, in his excitement, ordered the keeper
peremptorily to leave the room. In closing the door, it struck the heels of
the retiring keeper, who in his turn re-opened the door to tell the officer of it,
who again shut it on him with feeliugs not less disturbed than before. “A
small spark may be made to kindle a great fire.” And even at this juncture
there was room for the ennobling duty of extinguishing the flame which was
about to kindle other minds throughout the whole household, by effecting,
through his influence, the instant suppression of the causes before they were
diffused through the Asylum beyond redemption. It must, too, be observed
that Steward Ramsey was injured in his feelings not only by the imputations
thus brought home to him by a commissioner, but by the daily irritation of
latent jealousies, often. in such situations, painfully felt, though not so easily
assigned ; by ill-will, both secret and open, arising from unavailing attempts
to mingle real kindness with the unqualified requirement of active duty from
persons long accustomed to a compromising system ; from curtailing past in-
dulgences, amounting to official abuses; and from insisting on the necessary
observance of those rules of respectful deportment which former laxity had
unfortunately superseded. Thus one keeper has his threat that he is keeping
his notes to tell against those of his superiors who keep notes too; others
rudely and stentoriously call from one story to another, Ramsey! Ramsey!
and kept their hats unceremoniously on their heads (though not Quakers)
upon going on business into his room; while another offered a pinch of snuff
to the medical superintendent on his tour through the wards, and another as
coolly smoked his pipe. Although some of the commissioners lightly esteemed
such irregularities, and even condemned the steward for his innovations, yet I
fully agree with Dr. Rolph, with whom the steward was then co-operating,
that, whatever laxity gentlemen may choose to encourage out-of-doors, it is of
primary importance within an Asylum to regulate all habits, deportment, and
language, so as to contribute to the moral treatment, improvement and eleva-
tion of the insane. Few men, placed in steward Ramsey’s situation, would,
in my opinion, have displayed, under the like combination of circumstances;
less excitement than he did, from the above interview.

é
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But, in offering these painful strictures in mv defence, it is due to the
Rev. commissioner to express a possible belief, that, connecting this transaction
with the past state of the institution, with the jealousies which were springing
and growing from the continued efforts of the steward, in conjunction with
the medical superintendent, to correct insubordination, enforce duty and put
down abuses, he deemed it impolitic and unjustifiable to leave these animosities
to be further fomented against the officers of the Institution without a prompt
and decided correction. This view, however, leaves no apology for the incon-
sistent course afterwards pursued, and the persecution to which I was subse-
quently exposed, especially as Mr. Cawthra declared he would take upon
himself to discharge him .

In Dr. Rolph’s minute to the Board, he states, in addition to the offence
of the letter itself, that “ there are no qualifications in Hungerford as a keeper
to compensate for this gratuitous misbehaviour.” This language is quite as
strong as should be required of a Medical Superintendent, against a servant :
particularly as it was connected with a complaint against him, founded (as
heretofore shown) on a letter engendering dissensions between the servants
and officers of the Institution, and addressed very specially to the Rev. Mr.
Roaf, who, neither suppressing the communication nor returning it to the
writer, nor reserving it for the action of the Board, at its next meeting, passed
by the medical superintendent and visiting commissioner for the week, (to
both of whom the incidents of the week by the laws belonged,) and stepping
out of his sphere in the assumption of an extra-visitorial function, (never
assumed before,) brought the letter, the writer of it, and the officer offended
by it, into immediate collision; and seemingly regarding the offence of a
magnitude not to justify his availing himself of the exciting occasion, for the
pacification of the parties, delivered the letter to the party injured, expressly
to take what course he pleased upon it. A medical supenmgndept, appointed
by the Crown, appealed to under such circumstances, to extinguish the angry
feelings thus enkindled in the asylum which he superintended, could neither
doubt the sufficiency of the offence in the eyes of the Commissioners, nor
expect his action on it to be regarded as trivial or frivolous. s

As the Rev. Mr. Roaf had succeeded in this unofficial, and, to the medical
superintendent, embarrassing intrusion, in thus privately producing discord
without remedying it; and as the visiting commissioner, Dr. Beaumont, neither
on that nor on previous days visited the Asylum, the medlcal supermtenden't
was alone to act. The right of suspension by the medical superintendent, it
is criminal in the Commissioners to deny. To assert that a servant, if insolent
to the physician or other officer, or inflicting violence on the lunatics, or reeling
drunk through the wards, cannot be suspended or interfered with, till the
scattered commissioners shall assemble, is so utterly untenable as to need no
disproof. It was, indeed, exercised by Dr. Rees; particularly in the case of
Wallace, whom he suspended and did not allow to enter tl}e wards.. The
steward was required in writing by Dr. Rolph to inform him of any causes
real or imaginary for the alleged jealousies, and for any further information
respecting Hungerford as a keeper. He promptly f_urmshed the following
particulars as among the probable causes of a bad feeling among the servants,
and his opinion that the retention of Hungerford as a keeper was opposed to
the peace and interests of the House :(—

s¢1st. T only allow one hour for the keepers to have at each meal, and they usually, as
they say, had longer time.
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2nd. I have prohibited the Cooks, Housemaids, and Laundresses, going in and out of
the In titution without permission from myself, matron or medical superintendent ; this they
were never used (o before.

3rd. The steward will not advance money to servants before it is due; this they have
not been accustomed to. .

4th. The steward will not allow the keepers boarding out of the Institution to have any
firewood from the stock belonging to the Insiilution, as heretofore ; the keepers say they
always paid Mr. Cronyn for what he gnve from the House supply.

5th. The steward refuses to be responsible to any tradesman for flour, groceries, wood,
or anything else, forany servant in the Institution; this is likewise contrary to their past usage.

6th. The Beer struck off the keepers which are boarding out of the Instituiion and
receiving full pay from the Government, consequently they are not entitled to such a treat :
—two of these keepers are Hungerford and Craig.”

¢¢ Cautioned by yourself for loose and improper conduct in smoking tobacco in the attic
in your presence when visiting the patients.

Sent Hungerford to breakfast at 73 o’clock, A. M., and directed him to proceed up
Queen Street, near to the Blue Bell Tavern, to search afier Jennings, a patient who made his
escape from the Institution; he returned at 11} o’clock, A. M., under the influence of liquor,
after being four hours absent.”

This additional offence of intoxication was further brought to the know-
Jedge of the Board by Dr. Rolph when examined by them. The Board
object that Dr. Rolph requested the keeper to be discharged on the original
complaint, without being obliged to make an addition to it, before his
application could prevail, and t!)e keeper had reason to feel that the medical
superintendent had effected his discharge by new and damaging charges not
embodied in the original minutes. But the offence being recognized, it was
the duty of the Board, as it was the inclination of the medical superintendent,
to exercise a charitable and becoming forbearance towards the individual with-
out prejudicing the claims of the institution for his discharge. “When they
intended to evade this offence in the estimate of their duty, candour required
they should announce to the medical superintendent, that, unless the intoxica-
tion on duty was by him formally superadded to the original complaint, it was
their intention fo give it the go-by. On the contrary, I left them with the full
impression, purposely made upon me, that, under all the circumstances, the
keeper would be discharged ; and Dr. Rolph was left with the same expecta-
tion, informing me that commissioner IEastwood annouuced on the Board, at
his examination, that he could not consent to retain a servant against the
opinion of the medical .superintcx.nlent. The intoxication was a good ground
on the part of the medical superintendent for declining to look over the com-
plaint which the Rev. Mr. Roaf had introduced against the keeper; but it
amounted to a laxity on the part of the Board to catch at the slightest pretext
for looking ever the offence of intoxication on duty, in order to avoid a com-
pliance with the wish t?xpressed _by the medical superintendent for his dis-
charge. Had the medical superintendent been corrupt enough to slur over
this Intoxication, it does not excuse the like corruption in the Board, whoclaim
the exclusive right “to hire and discharge.” Aslong as they exclusively
exercise this right, they must be held responsible, and not allowed, for corrupt
objects, to seek frivolous and objectionable ground for throwing the responsi-
bility on others on convepient ocqasions. The desire of the Board to avoid
giving due effect and bearing to this offence is the more inexcusable, because
it was the neglect of an important duty, namely, the recapture of an escaped
lunatic ; a neglect which might have.led to the loss of the lunatic’s life (one
having already recently egcaped and dr'nwned himself) or to the “ gouging of
the eyes,” not of a lunatic, but of a citizen ; or to the exciting of personal
alarm pregnant with scrious or fatal resu'ts.
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Being in Toronto for a few hours during the sitting of the Board, [
gave them my testimony in favour of Hungerford’s discharge. The investi-
gation was prolonged from the date of the occurrence, the 1lth to the 24th
August; and Dr. Rolph was thrice summoned with the keepers and witnesses
to be in waiting, upon the pleasure ol the Board, for hours together. He was
honoured, 1 learned. with a very scientific examination for an houranda
quarter (after waiting outside three hours for it) by Professor Beaumont, whu,
it is said, was not born when Dr. Rolph was professionally employed during
the late war in an army hospital And [ am told be loitered outside, not
seemingly in the character of medical superintendent, but of a plaintiff in com-
pany with his keeper as defendant, ingloriously uncertain what verdict the
Bourd would render. Such was his position upon those successive summonses
to attend upon the Board and await their pleasure. Upon this abuse of office
and most unworthy and derogat ry way of proceeding, even the present Gov-
ernment in their Minute of Council upon this point thus emphatically remark
to the Board :—*“1It is not to be endured that the quiet of the establishment,
“and consequently the welfare of the patients, is to be sacrificed to such jeal-
“ousies or jeopardized by protracted investigations for the purpose of adjusting
“ nicely the exact amount of blame attached to each. Every officer and servant
“ of the establishment must be made to feel his subordination to his superior,
“ and the report of such superior ought, as a general rule, to be conclusive as
“to his msconduct.

“If it be objected that this would place the subordinates too much in the
“ power of their immediate superiors, the Committee would remark that unless
« this amount of dependence can be placed in such superiors, they are them-
“ selves not fit for the station which they fill.”

The direct tendency and actual effects of such conduct in the Board, were
to embolden the scrvants in their insubordination.

The steward made the following report upon keeper Craig: — ;

28th July, 1848.

Craig, keeper, cautioned by Dr. Rolph for improper conduct in shoving
and using threats to a patient, and being impudent to the matron when spoken
to about it.
(Copy.) 3rd August, 1848.

Craig, keeper, absent 2% hours at tea, and, when spoken to about it by the
steward, his conduct and his answers were highly improper; in all his general
conduct in the house, he is turbulent and disrespectful.

(Copy.) . : 13th August, 1848.

Craig, keeper, absent at breakfast 2 hours.

. Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
WM. RAMSEY,
Steward.
ToronTo LunaTic AsyLum, 13th August, 1848.

From the report made to me respecting keeper Craig, I recommend his

discharge.
JOHN ROLPH.

His discharge, however, (which had been already sought in vain by Dr.
Rees and Dr. Telfer) was refused. He was merely suspended on full pay;
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and, in the sequel, it will be seen the Board restored him against the avowed
dissent ofthe medical superintendent, with this short minute: ‘ Keeper Craig,
upon being called in, was admonished aud reinstated.” > Sadh

Both Dr. Rolph and myself requested that all intoxicating liquors
might be excluded from the Asylum, unless introduced by a note in writing
(to be duly filed) from the medical superintendent or steward, specifying the
occasion and quantity. This was striking at ‘the_ root (')f much of the past and
present evils; and especially needed in a city in which (though small) the
amount of intoxication is believed to exceed that of the largest city in North
America. The amount of beer for the quarter preceding my entering on duty,
exceeded £26 ; for the succeeding quarter, it was «£3; and, since that time,
nothing. Thus there was a saving in the annual expenditure of £100,
besides the more important point of insuring certain sobriety. The license to
have beer in the Asylum, leads to indulgence in its use when abroad; and
hence arose the intoxication of Hungerford when on duty.

It was also recommended to the Board to place tobacco under the like
restrictions. Besides, on one occasion recommending its use to be gradually
abolished, Dr. Rees, when medical superintendent, required “a more strict
observance of the diet roll and prokibition of tobacco’; and afterwards em-
phatically records, “the steward is again reminded of the danger to which
patients are exposed by the constant and general use of tobacco, which has
been so often prohibited within the walls of the Asylum by myself.” The
utter disregard of his injunction is subsequently noticed by him. Dr. Telfer,
also, recorded his opinion that ‘it should be gradually taken from them ”’;
although, it seems, that, badgered out of his correct views, he was obliged to
tolerate an evil which can, indeed, only be corrected by an uniform rule. The
prohibition is the rule, the exceptions are regulated by the medical superin-
tendent. The deleterious effects of this drug upon man, and especially on the
insane, cannot be discussed properly in this place. It is prohibited in the
Asylums of North America; and, it is presumed, European institutions are
not behind them in the wisdom of their regulations. It is absurd to suppose
that lunatics, insane upon other matters, should be able to exercise a sound
discretion upon the amount they ought to use; and when any quantity is dis-
tributed amongst them, there is no security against an unequal and injurious
interchange between themselves. The lighted pipes, too, carried by them
through the house and premises, add the danger of fire; and I found an entry
by Dr. Rolph, in the visiting book, of a fire which, from that cause, took place
while he was in the Asylum, in one of the basement cells, with a lunatic in it,
threatening the suffocation of the sufferer and the conflagration of the building,
If allowed to the keepers, it cannot be withheld from the patients ; and persons
who have not a cheerful self-denial in every thing that is esteemed deleterious
or unsuitable for those to whose welfare the whole establishment is devoted,
are unsuited for its servants. Egqually unworthy are commissioners who,
resisting, in such a matter, the opinion of successive medical superintendents,
and violating the plainest maxims and personal professions of temperance, can
wilfully perpetuate usages which had already reduced the Asylum (as estab-
lished by their own inquiry) to a woful state of insobriety—the strange result
of their own pretended vigilance.

The following is the Minute furnished me by Dr. Rolph, of his evidence
before the Board in the case of Hungerford and Craig. No questions were
asked him, or even upon the case of Jane Hamilton; or conclusive reasons
would have been given, which it would be deemed ill-timed to offer now :
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ToronTo, 8th September, 1848.
Sir,—I presume it my daty to cmpply with your request for the evidence given by me
befpre the Commissioners pf!he Lunatic Asylum upon the subject of the ruinous dissensions
which continue to distract it; for the information of the Government.

Tue Case oF KeerEr HuNGERFORD.

1 stated to the Board that I had embodied my views in the communications I had already
made upon Hungerford’s case—that I deemed it my daty promptly to correct the feelings that
existed,—That upon inquiry the Steward, in my opinion, did not deserve the imputation
which was unprovoked and untrue—that he had shewn me a recent loan of £1 5sto him ol;
plea of sickness in his family—that his deportment to the Servants and Lunatics met my entire
approbation—that he had proposed to wne that Jane Hamilton should be recommended for
continuance on pay d.uring illness, with leave to go home if she wished it, till recovery.—That
1 believed the jealousies mentioned by Hungerford arose from the unwise and fruitless attempt
to carry out a new system with servants who had become hacknied in the ways of a bad one—
that the present Steward had properly limited them to an hour for each meal—had prohibited
the cook, house maids and lanndresses going in and out of the Institntion without permission
—had refused to continue the practice of advancing money to them before due—would not
continue to allow Keepers, hoarding ont of the Institution, to bhave firewood from the stock
belonging to the Iustitution, though they said they had paid for what they used to get from
Cronyn—had refused to be responsible to_any tradesmen for flour, groceries, wood or any

~ thing else ;—had struck off the Beer from Hungerford and Craig as boarders out of the Asylum

and receiving full pay; and had exacted frem all the servants an active and faithful discharge

~of their duties, and a becoming and respectful demeanour to their immediate superiors as well

as to the Lunatics;—and that his rules and conduct in those matters were in strict accordance
with my views and wishes—that servants who entertained ill-will towards their immediate
superiors for their fidelity ought to be discharged without hesitation. That I considered
Hungerford not a suitable Keeper—that a Keeper should have snitable manners, expression,
and temper—that if, as intimated from the Board, all this might be matter of taste, that the
Med:cal Superintendent had a right to expect his taste to prevail—that good Keepers were
difficalt to be found and great judgment needed in the selection—that 1 was sorry I could not
acquiesce in the suggestion of the Board that he should be admonished and restored without
violating thejduties I owed the institution;—that howeverindulgent I might be out of doors, I had
no right to err in that extreme in a Lunatic Asylum, where the well being of the Lunatics was
the first consideration. That I did not hesitate to say that I would discharge him upon the
Jetter, which though true as to the jealousies and dislikes toward the Steward, was unjust as it
respected him—that I thought it no hardship, as intimated, to dismiss him in a country where
industry in another way will find him an ample maintainance—that being pressed with the
question had I any other objections against him to allege, I replied I must say that I bad, or I might
be accused of a want of candor in omitting such points now should I mention them at any time
hereafier,—that lhad other objections, but that in mentioning them T wished it to be understood
that I considered it decidedly the most proper way to discharge him on the letter and not
to multiply allegations and send him away with as bad a character as possible. Bat to meet
the ingniry fully I must remind the Board he has already been before them for intoxication,
though I cannot particularize the occasion—(it was during the late investigation as since stated
to me by the witness)—that I had noticed his smoking in the ward as [ was going round, that
as intimated from the Board, the steward who accompanied me, probably, first named Hunger-
ford.as the offender withont inquiry by me; for being my first visit 1 did not know him. This 1
remember, that I thonght he was a labourer hired to do the dirty work of cleansing the attic;
and that he was smoking to correct the noisome fumes to which he had not been accustomed—
and that I had no right to correct him for it—that the whole manner accompaning the
smoking and scrubbing had so much of lazy looseness about it that I at once noticed his
anfitness among lunatics most especially—that I thought, as intimated from the Board, that he
did not mean to be rude to me—that 1 have not the least belief that he so meant—that I think
he reverse —but my objection to him is not founded on personal considerations, but on the

bearing of such acts and deportment upon the lunatics—that I should not hesilate to dismiss
a keeper who had no fault, but had the misfortune to be unfit. That, as intimated from the
Board, all the servants might be removed in a month, it might be so--that had I done my
daty fully I should have dismissed all—that they had for years allowed the attic, especially,
10 continne in a state of filth and stench, rendering it unfit for the habitation of human beinge,
and the cells were fearfully worse—that I would not trust the humanity of keepers who,
10 save themselves tronble had doomed Lunatics to such noisome quarters. That as intimated
from the Board the Keepers might think it hard to keep the House clean when in other in-
stitutions that duty is imposed on others; but those who allowed years of such accumulations,
should remove them; and it is my duty with limited funds to secure economical arrangements.
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T'hat there was anothier occurrence linown to the Board or some of its members—Hungerford
was sent the other day, 7th August, to Breakfast at 74 o’clock A M., and directed to proceed
1p Queen Street, near o the Blue Bell Tavern, to sedrch after one Jennings, a Lunatic, whe
made his escape from the Asylum, and he retarned at } past 11 o’clock A.M., under the influ-
ence of liquor, after being four hours absent. But that I still thought the most worthy proceed-
iu% would be to dismiss him on his letter=—that I could not assent to his restoration.

1 answer to an intimation from the Board that the dismissal of Hungerford would place
the Board in the awkward situation of throwing discredit on the man on whose evidence
Dr. Telfer and Cronyn had been so lately discharged ; 1 stated that I conld not be guided by
any other consideration than the well being of the institution and its inmates—that the dis-
chirge did not affect the veracily of the man, only proving his disqualification asa Keeper.

Ox toE Case oF Kerper Craie.

In answer to the question what objections I had to Craig as a Keeper, I stated that the
steward had reported to me_his irregularity in observing the rules and hours of the House,
and the addressof his demeanor when reprimanded for it—that unless pnnctuality was required
and observed. it was impossible to have order in the institution, or avoid dissatisfaction on the

art of their servants occasioned by the irregularity—that insclence adwitted in one, soon
reads to it from others—and that independent of ihe obvious impropriety of such conduct, it
had a most injurious bearing upen the Lanatics. ‘That they were daily witnesses of the
address to the matron, and likely therefore in their own deportment to be injured by it. That
the matron complained that he habitually whistled when he was passing by her and scraped
his feet and tossed about his head with an air of contempt till he was out of sight agan.
In answer to the question, how I could be assured it wasso; [ stated, that I had the statement
of the party insulted. and had mysell noticed his manner and temper to be snch as to aftord
corroboration were it needed—that on a recent occasion, his excitement and deportment to the
matron when corrected for undue violence to a Lunatic was most unbecoming, as the violence
itself was most unjustifiable ; and when I reached the spot, he continned the same excitement
and argued with me the propriety and necessity of the violence—as this occurred in the ward
amidst the Lunatics I cut short the altercation, for such was the character it assumed, on their
acconnt; but that so long as 1 was Acting Medical Superintendent 1 never would allow
any further acts of violence to be perpetrated by a Keeper against a Lunatic without
my own authority or that of the Steward or Matron, under me. In answer to
an intimation from the Board that Keepers must be allowed to take their own part;
1 answered, that no Keeper was jnstified in striking a lunatic because the lunatic
struck him—that insult or rudeness is never tobe retarned to a innatic, but under every possible
provocation there must be coolness and forbearance, and that when force is necessary even for
self.defence, it must be only what is really necessary for the pnrpose and no more. That
persons not willing or not able to act up to these rules, arenot fit to be Keepers. That an
act of violence had just happened within the hearing of the Board, though they had not em-
braced the opportunity of witnessing it—that the Lunatic whose frantic cries they had heard,
and which attracted attention even from without, had been bronght by fourKeepers holding each
limb from the attic down to the basement, and were abont to put him into a cell upon their
own authority, althongh T was within the walls of the Asylum—the cessation of the fury which
the board must have heard to be so sudden. was not from his immurement, but from my di-
recting the Keepers to let him go, and assuring him of my protection on good behaviour—
in less than five minutes the Lunatic was calm. walked nntouched by me or a Keeper, by the
Board room up to the attic,so quietly that the Board did not even hear it; and when I gave him
bis choice to eat his dinner or go to bed, he took off his own coatand went to bed. This violence
was as unnecessary as it was withont anthority unjustifiable, and still more intolerable when [
was in the House,  Such treatment confirm Lunacy instead of curing it—it has taken place
within this half honr, and though not a solitary casej I quote it to show the necessity of my
urgency for such Keepers as are both able and willing to carry out the moral Government of
the Lunaties—that Craig in his natural temperament and irrascibility is unfit for a Keeper
and onght to be discharged.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

JOHN ROLPH.

To Grorce H. Parx, M. D.
Medical Superintenden of L. A.

On the 24th August these various matters respecting the suspension of
Hungerford, the recommendation of Craig’s discharge, and the prohibition of
intoxicating liquors and tobacco, came under the consideration of the Board.
From the introduction of Hungerford’s letter, up to this date, the Rev. Mr.
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Roaf had not made his appearance on the Board; but on this occasion, he
presided as Chairman ; and left the following Minute :—
Commissioners present :—Rev. John Roaf, J. O'Beirve, J. Eastwood, Dr. Beaumont.

The attention of the Bouord being given to the prohibition given by the Medical Superin-
dent respecting the allowance of Beer to the Narses and Keepers; that officer was called in
and asked his reason for that prohibition. Heanswered that in any guantity such beverages
partially unfit those who take them for the discharge of their duty.

Orlered—

That the Medical Superintendent having allowed Beer to one class of the Servants of
the Institution, the remainder be allowed the tame indulgence.

The Rev. J. H. Graselt present.

The Board being unanimously of opinion that the Keeper Hungerford’s offence is not so
grave as to call for his dismissal, have reprimanded him, for expressions contained in a letter
addressed by him to the Rev. John Roal, and have reinstated him, on his withdrawing the
said letter and expressing his regret at any languagein the said letter offensive to the
Steward and Matron.

The Rev. J. Roaf before quitting the Board expressed his concurrence in the foregoing
resoluations as to John Hungerford. ?

Hungerford was reinstated. Dr. Rolph, who had not been invited to
witness the alleged apology (or rather new fashioned way of making one)
found that neither the Steward nor the Matron was present or invited to be
present, either to see, hear or receive it. He examined the Minut+s again to
see if the Keeper was instructed before goingto duty to offer any acknowledg-
ment to the Superintendent, Steward or Matron. There was none. He also
found that no Christian Minister, overflowing with the milk of human
kindness, had done it for him, or introduced him with a ministerial smile
beaming forgiveness contagious to all around—oh no! = They all started for
dinner as faithfully as the clock struck the hour. He next inquired if the
Keeper, from an innate sense of propriety, had voluntarily tendered to the
Steward or Matron, what he had not done to the Medical Superintendent, any
sort of concession whatever. The answer was, none.

A Board conducting such business in such an Institution, between such
parties, in such a manner, whether from igoorance or from corrupt and un-
worthy motives, are not deserving of being sustained by any government;
nor can any government in sustaining such acts against a Medical Superin-
tendent, officers and lunatics of an asylum, stand justified before God or man.

A Keeper who was harbouring, and encouraging others to harbour domes-
tic . jealousies and distrusts, as mischievious in their tendencies as unjust in
their foundation—a Keeper * who had no qualification as such to compensate
for such gratuitious misbehaviour”’—and who even Mr. Cawthra himself
would have discharged ;—a Keeper who, three days before the complaint
against him fomented by the Reverend Commissioner, had been drunk
on duty when sent to seek and bring back an escaped lunatic, and who had
further been reported for intoxication to the Steward (Cronyn)—a Keeper
whom the Medical Superintendent had expressed his unwillingness to receive,
is again cavalierly and insultingly sent back upon him, and the officers co-
operating with him.  And at the same time the request for a prohibition
against intoxicating liquors and tobacco, alike injurious to the lunatics and the
servants, and the root of much of the existing evil, was treated with like
marked disrespect—the Rev. Mr. Roaf being President of the Temperance
Nociety.

Under these circumstances, the Acting Medical Superintendent deemed it
due to the Government, the country, the Institution, and himself, to withstand
evils of such magnitude—evils, ruinous and disgraceful to the Asylum—by
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briuging the matter a second time under the consideration of the Board, when
probably additional members would be present. For this purpose he desired
the Steward to re-suspend Hungerford, till the next meeting of the Board ; to
which he addressed the following note :—

Toronto, Provincial Lunatic Asylum, August 20th, 1848.

The undersigned on Friday last, found Hungerford restored as a keeper, and after taking a few
hours for reflection, he deemed it his duty, however reluctant, jo renew the suspension.

Craig appears still under suspension, and Jane Hamilton is to be admitted to resume her
place as nurse, when her health permits. To the restoration of either of whom, to any station
involving the responsibility of the Medical Superintendent, or of the officers in immediate relation
to him, he has a decided objection. In expressing which, he further conveys the alieady avowed
opinion of Dr. Park. It is presumed that the Board of Commissioners will net ascribe the above
act of suspension to a want of due respect for them, or to a deficient regard for their authority, but
believes that it has been done from a conviction of its necessity for the prosperity and good internal
government of the Institution: §

In reporting this step to the Commissioners, he refers them again to the documentary evidence
in their minutes, and his own evidence as well as that of others given before them at their request.

Confiding in the disinterested feelings and enlarged views of the Board, he has no hesitation in
making this second appeal to their candour and judgment, and in further expressing a hope that under
scarcely any circumstances, much less under such circumstances as characterise the present case,
will servants be forced upon the Lunatics, and upon the Medical Superintendent against his
avowed dissent.

The undersigned further finds that his request fora confirmation of the rule against the use of
intoxicatiug liquors in the Asylum, has been declined by the Board and their reintroduction allowed
on the ground, that Dr. Park, having allowed beer to one class, the rest shall participate.

The undersigned feels most fully the irresistible force of the intimation from the Board that such
exceptions are injudicious, and calculated like all invidious distinctions, to operate as a mischie-
vious example against the very principle sought to be established.

He can only obviate the difficulty by reverting, as he has done, to the rule first adopted by Dr.
Park, who made it applicable to ail, and unwillingly relaxed it with respect to those not immediately
connected with the management of the insane, viz. the cooks and washerwomen.

For two months, withouta word of complaint, there has been a ready submission to the injunc-
tion of the Medical Superintendent. But the acquiescence is endangered by the opposing views of
those by whom they are naturally proud to model their habits and estimate their duty. If the Medi-
cal Superintendent can surround himself, and the Junatics, with keepers and nurses able and wil.
ling to discharge their humane and self-denying duties, without the dangerous stimulus of inebriat-
ing drink of any kind, or in any quantity, he is at a loss to conceive any possible or tenable ground
for preventing his accomplishment of it.

In addition to the prohibition of all intoxicating liquors, he requests the Board to justify his
exclusion of tobacco, which ought not to be any longer allowed to the patients, and cannot, there-
fore, with propriety, be allowed to their attendants.

Under these circumstances the undersigned respectfully requests the Board to view these
important subjects in their many bearings, and to give these prohibitions all the influence of their

high sanction.
(Signed) JOHN ROLPH.

Under these circumstances, had the Board been sincere in their professions
to supply the Medical Superintendent with such keepers as he cordially ap-
proved, they might now have discharged Hungerford by grounding the act on
the renewed dissatisfaction of the Medical Superintendent; without even ad-
verling to the original complaint, or the offence of intoxication, at which the
Board had injudiciously winked.

On the 29th August the above Memorandum to the Board was taken inta
consideration; and the different points disposed of, except the case of Craig,
who was still under suspension, and unwell, and whose final restoration was
in reserve for another blow upon the Medical Superintendent and the

Institntion.
PRESENT

“ Rev. J. Roaf—in the Chair.
Rev. H. J. Grasett,
Dr. Beaumont,
Mr. Cawthra,
Mr. O’Bierne.
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Mr. Grasett presented the document prepared for tie Board by Dr. Rolph, respecting the sus-
pension of the keepers Craig and Hungerford, and the nurse Jane Hamilton; as well as the prohibi-
tion of Beer; which document bears the date of this day.

Resolved,—** That the Board having disposed of the cases of the Keoper, Hungerford, and the Nutee,
Jane Hamilton, after a consideration of its several bearings, are sorry to find their decision uhsatisfactory
ut:l lhj temporary Medical Superintendent, and especially so o learn that he has thought fit to couutermand
that decision.

That we think it therefore necessary to bring into notice the fact. that to this Board belong the employing
and discharging of the officers and servants, excepting the Medical Superintendent—and that it is the desire
and determination of the Board, ever to discharge those duties with a full regard to the influence and
wishes of that officer. Thatin the cases ot Hungerford and Hamilton, the Board felt a sufficient recognition
of the physician’s action had been given, in the time during which the suspension had been allowed to con-
tinue, aund the reprimand with which it had been closed, but as the temporary Médical Superinténdent has so
strong a feeling aganst Hungerford as still to object to his being employed, the suspension be suficred to con-
tinue til! the return of the regular physician of'lthe establishment ; that regretting that the Medical Superin-
te ndent should have exceeded his authiority, by prohibiting any use of beer by the servamts in this
Institution without first obtaining the concurrence of the Board, we allow such prohibition for the present
10 remain in force.”

Having thus come to a truce with Dr. Rolph, they reserved the matter of
Hungerford for my humiliation ; and although the Board and the whole
household were, from my evidence before them, aware of my dissent to his
restoration, as a keeper unsuited to his duties ; and although the same weighty
considerations existed now, as existed when Dr. Rolph was acting; and al-
though the same deference which they offered to the feelings and views of
that gentleman, were equally due to me, yet the Steward was formally in-
structed by the Rev. J. Roaf, that Hungerford was to be on duty immediately
on my return. I found him so.

No man, no professional man, no Medical Superintendent of a Lunatic
Asyvlum, could be expected to submit to this species of discriminative indig-
nity, without hoping that, as a reconsideration of the matter, at the sugg stion
of Dr. Ro!ph, had induced them to exempt him from any further imposition
of the keeper, the Board would, upon a like recousideration at my instance,
feel the injustice, the rudeness and the injury of subjecting me to a down right
coercive policy upon the same objectionable matter. In returning to his duty
he had not been instructed by the above minntes of the Board to make, nor
did he voluntarily offer to me, any expression of regret for his minor offence,
or for the graver one of intoxication on duty, as an outrage against me, the
Institution and the public.

Conscious that I could not under such treatment from the Board, properly
sustain myself among the household, or efficiently discharge the duties impos-
ed upon me by the By-Laws and expected from me by the public and the
Government ; and not doubting that the government would vindicate me
against such an abuse of the powers vested in the Commissioners, as would ruin
me (as it had already ruined both of my predecessors and the Institution too,)
1 suspended the Keeper in order to make my appeal to the justice and gener-
osity of the Board atits next meeting. ‘

The reader will observe, that there was not at any time claimed by me against the
Board, the right ““to hireand discharge.”” I only sought,as Dr. Rolph had done, protection
against the personal indignity and domestic run, inseparable from the course pursued by
the same Commissioners against three medical Superintendents in succession. The re-
suspension of an unworthy servant, is the only proper way of claiming from the Board that
reconsideration, which the very act of returning such a servant on the physician, fully war-
zants and demands. It is not 10 be-ndured that the medical Superintendent shali be obliged,
agninst a senee of duty, corruptly to retain a keeper ‘¢ v.vho.is violent to the lunatics, habitu-
ally t ude to the matron, insolent to the steward, and in his general conduct turbulent and
disrespectful.”” W hen the Commissioners return such a servant on the medical Superin-
tendent and the lunatics, the act of compelling submission is as corrupt as the act of restora-
tion. Had I been a mere servant of the Commissoners, doomed to what the government
call ¢ subordination to them,”’ (instead of honest and conscientious co-operation, as an inde-
pendent officer directly appointed by the Crown) I might have acted on the doctrine of
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passive obedience, and have left the criminality to rest on the Commissioners. But, holding
an independ: nt position; in which I was myself responsble for what 1 erroneously did, or
corruptly subm tted to, it was my racred duty, in the sight of heaven and earth, 1o bear up
aganst an act of’ degradation to the profession and brutality to the fusane. No doctrine of
expediency at the expense of humanity. no doctiine of convenient subiiission at 1hiée cxpense
of official rectiture, no dectrine of political balancing at the expense of some hundred Juna-
tics, can alter the turpitude of the coercive reiention of such keepers, or of susiaining those
who are reckless enough 10 do so.

I shall now give in succession the events and eorrespondence between
the Board and myself, up to the point of a mutual submission of our difficul-
ties to the Government; and comment upon them afterwards.

To the Board of Commissioners. Asyrum, I0th September, 1848.

GrnrLemeN,—| ordered the steward on Saturday eveniug last to suspend keeper Hunger-
ford without delay. I find, upen my visits yesterday and to-day, that he has not obeyed the
command.

Without entering at this moment into the causes which rendered this act necessary. I
bave 10 state, that, while on the one hand | shall never guestion the obvious duty of the
steward to obey your commands without presuming to scan them: so, on the ower hand, ns
he is by your regulavons strictly subordin.aze 1o the authority « f the Medical Superinterdent,
I cannot overlook this dereliction of his duty inobeying mine with the like submis<jon ;—ard,
having done o in this instance, I shall have no ceuficence in bis future conduet under my
authority.

I have therefore to request you to furnish me with a steward willing to co operate with
me, without subjecting me Lo the necessity of seeking other meihods for present relief in the

management ol the insane. I have the Lonour to be, &e.,
GEO. H. PARK.
Copy. Syecial Meeting, September 111h. 1848.

Commissioners present : Revs. H.J. Graseti, J. Koaf, Messrs Ewart, Eastwood, O’Beirne,
Dr. Beaumont,
Resolved unanimously in reference to the above letter, that—

The Board considers the Steward obliged to obey the clear orders of this Board, and therefore
sustains him in replacing Hunge.ford upon the return of the Medical Superintendent and not after-
wards suspending him.  That we should be happy in every practicable method to meet the wi:hes
of the Medical Superintendent, but cannot as he requests contemplate providing a Steward who
wili disobey the orders of this Board.

That the Chairman send a copy of the foregoing resofution to Dr. Park as an answer to his letter.
(Nigned) J. R
Special Meeting ealled by Weekly Commissioner. Sept. 12.

PresesT—Rev. H. J. Grassett, Mr. Ewart, Mr. Eestwood, Rev. J. Roaf, Chairman, Mr.
O’Beirne, Mr. Cawthra, and Dr. Beaumont.

Mr. O'Beirne, Weekly Commissioner, reported the foreible expulsion of old keeper Hungerford,
by the order of the Medical Superintendent.

The Steward explained the proceeding that had taken place in respect to the ahove expulsion.

Ordered,—That the temporary keeper and cook, introduced by the Medicul Superintendent to
this Institution within the last few hours in contravention of the views of the Board, be now
informed that they have not been duly employed, and must immediately retire.

Ordered,—That the keepers be called in and informed that they are expected to obey the Medieal
Superintendent in all that relates to the patients, and to treat him with all respect ; hut that in all
other matters they will be regnired to obey the Board only, whose order will reach them through
the Steward and Visiting Commissioner.

Adjourned till Tharsday morning at 10 o’clock. (Signed) J. R.

The temporary servants above referred to, being nceded in the Asylom, 1
selected them upon the authority of Lord Metcalfe’s decision upon the appeal
of Dr. Rees, (already referred to in this narrative) viz.,, that their selection
should be vestcd in the Medieal Superintendent, subject to the approval of the
Board.

Toronto, Provincial Lunatic Asylum, 15th September, 1848.
To the Board of Commissioners »

_Gesteemes,  On the 9th instant I deemed it my daty to relieve the Lunaties and
myself from Hungerford us a Keeper, and directed the Steward to suspend him: 'This he
refused (0 do. 1 next executed my own order on Monday, by directing Hungerford toleave ;
wtm;.h he did. . He returned in a short time with instructions, he said, from Commissioner
O’Bierne, to maintain his position in the Institution in defiance. This forcible re-entry and
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contumacious position I met by desiring the Keepers to turn him out ; which order they
executed. You have in a further series of compulsory movements against me, summoned
the Keepers and charged them ¢ to obey the Medical Superintendent in all that relates to
the patients, but that in all other matters they would be required o obey the Board only’’—
thus jusufving my servants in retusing me a glass of water if | asked for it—and authorizing
them to pass their judgment on which of my erders may or may not immediately or remotely
affect the patients.

This further indignity to me and the situation 1 have the henor to ocenpy from His
Excellency the Governor Ueneral, I met by allowing him freely to remain in the Asylum as
your servant, but not as mine. And as you allowed the Keepers ‘“10 obey me in all that
relates to the pntients”” I desired the Sieward not to permit Hungerford to execute any order
of mine, or allow him to have any intercourse either directly or indirectly with the Lunatics
either in the house or yard.

The Steward, instead of obeying me (though by your own rules ¢ strictly subordinate to
my controul’’) applied to you for instruction as to his duty ; and he informs me that you
referred him to your resolution countenancing him to continue Hungerford as a Keeper over
the Lunatics, in the very face of my dissent and authority,

In my note of the 10th instant, I requested from you a Steward with whom I could
co-operate ; and this is answered by your resolution of the 11th instant. But as your order
to the Steward in the resolutiou of the 29th August could bardly be construed to restore
Hungerford, without including any prohibition 1o suspend bim atany future time by my
directions, that officer could draw from it no such authority as you pretend. for his subsequent
refusal to comply with another order, the ground of which it was not for him to conjecture
or to judge. For the like reason, you have deviated from those rules of exactness, which buth
myselt and the servants have a right to expect from you in such a matter, by alleging in
your answer to my letter, that the Steward was sustained in his refusal by your resolution of
the 29th of August, and that [ asked for a Steward that would disobey your orders, in the
way you have instructed him, indeed, to disobey mine.

I recall these factsto your notice that you may perceive that I am placed in the position
of a Medical Superintendent among Lunatics, many of the worst kind, surrounded by Keep-
ers and a Steward, who, instead of being ¢ strictly under my control’’ are licensed by you
to exercise their own discretion upon the point of obedicnce.

When once appointed, | deem them also my servants, not merely yours. You may have
the right of corfirming appointments; but the moment you place them in the position of
Keepers and publish them in your regulations as subject to my orders, you can have no
power to overrule my proceedings with them in my official duties, without transending the
bounds of your commission. invading the more jmportant sphere assigned to me, and wound-
ing the high authority under which we all act.

Under these extraordinary circumstances, [ have suspended the Steward as far as he re-
lates to me. He can, therefore, no longer receive my orders for execution or attend mein my
intercourse with the patients or through the wards. And I shall suspend all Keepers, as far
as they relate to me, not willing atier their Inwful appointment, to obey me as keepersun-
conditionaily, until they are discharged.  Should I in carrying out this measure of exigency
for the vindication of myself and the Lunatics, be straightened for aid or security in the
management of the inmates, I shall call immediately upon the magistracy and the police for
the needful help, tiil the august Representative of Her Majesty can redeem the institutien
from its anarehy.

I am Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
GEO. H. PARK.

The above letter was replied to by the following note from the Rev. Mr.
Grassett :—

S1r,—As Chairman of a meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Temporary
Lunatic Asylum, held this day, it becomes my duty lo forwaid to you the annexed extract
from their minutes.

1 have the honor to be, Sir,
Gro. H. Park, Esq, Your most ob’t humble servant,
Medical Superintendent, H.J. GRASETT.
EXTRACT.
Toronte, 16th September, 1848.

Mr. Roaf having laid before the Board a letter addressed throuzgh him to the Commis-

sioners by the Medical Superintendent, it was unanimously resolved that,—Without again
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discussing the mattere which occupy the earlier part of the letter, we record our determin-
ation that the Steward and Keepers (though employed by this Board and liable to be suspended
or discharged by the Board only) are the servants slso of the Medical Superintendent, who
must be considered the hestjudge of the per ormance of daty in his department.  We, how-
ever, are now necessitnted to define that department as inclucing only the treatment of the
patients, and are ol opinivn that our instructions will enable the Steward and Kecpers to
avoid serious mistakes in their obedience to the several officers under whom they are placed.

Should the Magistracy or Police have any duties to perform in this establishment, they
will as a matter of course be respecied by the Board, but neither they nor any cther parties
would ever be suffered Lo supersede the regulaily appointed agents o’ the Government within
the Institution.

¢Ordered—That a copy of the above Resolution be transmitted to the Medical
Superintendent.””

Provincial Lunatic Asylum, }
19th September, 1848.
To the Board of Commissioners: :

GENTLEMEN,
I have the honor of communicating to you, in answer to your minute ¢f
of the 16th September, inclosed to me by the Rev. Mr. Grasett, the tollowing final remarks :

You declineagnin discussing the matters which occupy the earlier part of my letter—
they become, therefore, necessarily the subjects for an ultimate sppeal.

Upon assuming my duties, the Chairman of the Board made me acquainted with the
printed Regulations, which, he further informed me, having received the sanction of tbe
Government, were the established laws of 1he Institution, and, as such, werefor my guidance
as Medical Superintendent. When these Jaws were thus consummated, all were equally
bound to obey them. But while I have acted on the faith of them, you appear to me to have
mistaken their letter and spirit.

In your minutes of the 16th of September, you recognize ‘“the Steward and Keepers as
the servants also of the Medica! Superintendent’”’—yet in the same minutes you deny me the
right of even suspending them, as such, for any offence of which they may be gnilty either
agamst mysell, the lunatics, or each other—Without this right (incidental to my office) I
cannot properly discharge my duties; nor can I, therefore, as a servant of the Crown, consent
to its impairment without authority.

You admit in your minutes of the 16th September that ¢ the Medical Superintendent
must be considered the best judge of the performance of duty in his department.””  Yet when
1 have suspended servants in the exercise o’ my better judgment in such a matter, you claim
the right of sending them back into my service sgainst my dissent. I donot cee how you can
assume my judgment to be the better in the matter, and yet in every instance supercede it at
pleasure by your own. I cannot accede to this inconsistent rule of action without the com-
mands of His Excellency the Governor-General.

In your minutes of the 16th September you define my department *¢as including only
the treatment of patients.”” In yvour published Laws you require me ¢“ not only for the purpose
of medically treating the patients, but also with the view to seeing the morul government
properly enforced.”

In the same established Inws you require me ¢ generally to superintend ezerything connect-
ed with the internal management of the Institution.” These extensive and important trusts
I canunot attempt to execute through bad servants, without certainly meeting with the like
failure of my predecessors, and incurring thereby the high and just displeasure of His Excel-
lency the Governor-General.

In your established Laws I find that the *‘ Commissioners shall meet regularly once a
weeis for the purpose of examining into the state of the Irstitution, the condition of the
patients, &c¢.”’

All this involves only the ezamination of the Institution and its accounts and a general
cognisance of its affairs. But the Medieal Superintendent is required 10 *‘ see the moral
government properly enforced and generally superintend everything connected with the
mternal affairs. By yourown Laws you are oniy the supervisors—the Medical Superintendent
is to see, enforce and execute. If, therefore, I am limited in my duty to the administration
ofa little physic to the patients, there is now no power existing for the daily and hourly moral

- government of the Institution and superintendance of its affairs; for the Board meets only
once a week, and then for visitorial, not for executive purposes. But admitting these active
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and hourly duties {o appertain to me, subject to your supervision only, I cannot submit to
your arbitrary imposition of bad servants upon me and the Lunatics unless so directed by the
Government.

"~ By the printed Laws ¢“ The Keepers shall be persons of good character, humane,’”’ &e. ;
and *‘ generally conduct themselves in an unexceptionable manner.”” When, however, I,
allowed by your minutes of the 16th September to be the best judge of them, suspend them as
of bad character, or not humane, or ol exceptionable conduct, you refuse to discharge them ;
and pertinaceously impose them upon my service. To this I cannot yield without authority.

In the printed Laws I read that the Keepers ¢‘chall obey the instructions delivered to
them by the Superintendent.”” But by your minute of the 12th September you licence their
insubordination to me in every thing *‘ but what relates to the patients ;’’ thereby leaving me
destitute of powszr or aid ‘“in secing the moruai government properly enforced, and in the
general superintendence of every thing connected with the internal management of the
Iustitution.”

And in your minutes of the 16th September there is further allowed a discriminative
obedience, in the hazardous practice ol which ‘¢ your instructionsare to enable them to avoid
serious mistakes” ;—leaving me the mortification, and the asylum the damage, of a
host of inistakes designated not serious. This is a method of training Keepers and nurses in
a Lunatic asylum to which [ cannot aszent without first submittingit to the Governor-General.

By the published Laws the Steward ¢‘shall be strictly subject to the control of the
Medical Superintendent,—and shall see his instructions relative to the medical ireatment
and mornl government of the partients carried into effect.”” But he nevertheless claims
your authority to resist mine ; and under your sanction sets the rxample to the whole
household of insubordinate attempts to evade compliance: and both he and the keepers,
instead of resting their defence on the duty of’ presen’ obedience to the orders of their
immediate superiorin the Iastitution, feel privileged to treat my directions with contempt,
and to sacrifice their singleness of purpose in carrying ont against me a system of forcing iuto
my service and on the lunaties improper keepersand nurses.

When I find that my predecessors have been subjected to the same system and removed
by its operation; when I have witnessed its past direful effects on the whole household ;
1 should forget what is due to the government, and country, and mysell; did I not with due
respcct, but with all candour, reiterate my dissent, and leave the whole question, as I now
do, to the high ad judication of the Governor-General. 5

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, °
Your Obed’t Servant,

GEO. H. PARK.

The pending difficulties became now the subject of an appeal to the Gov-
ernment, and suspended, therefore, any further action respecting them between
me and the Board.

From what has been already narrated, it will appear, that the antagonism
between us, really arose not so much from a dispute about our respective
rights, as about the mode of exercising them. The Board, on the one hand,
claimed not only the right of selecting and hiring and discharging the servants,
but also the right of obliging the Medical Superintendent to receive and retain
them notwithstanding his objections to their moral or other fitness; while the
Medical Superintendent, on the other hand, claimed the right of refusing the
acceptonce of such servants as he knew to be inconsistent with the medical
and moral treatment of the Lunatics ; particularly as Lord Metcalf had already
awarded to him their selection.

I, therefore, addressed the following letter to the Governmecnt, accom-
panied by such documents as had not been already transmitted :—

Toronto, Lunatic Asylum,
19th September, 1848.

Sir,—1I have the honor to request that you will lay before His Excellency the Gover-
nor General the accompanying proceedings that have taken place in the Asylum since the
9th instant.

It will easily be observed by the accompanying dqcumenls, that an antagonism exists
between the Commissioners and the Medical Superintendent, which must necessarily be
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productive of evil resulte. I therefore, from astrong desire to promote the welfure of the
uofortunate Lunatics, bog to be permiued to eall His Exceliency’s altention to a matler to
which | think His Excellency will atiach no simall degree of importance.

When tne Medical Superintendent first entered upon the duties of bhis office he
found, as might readily be supposed (rom what bad occurred previous to his appointment,
the Inticution in a very bad conditon.  There was not clothiug einough of any orall
kinds for a change. ‘There were several patients that had even been naked, counstantly
confined in cells or, if quiet, lying on the floor of the attic Ward; a place where from
sixly to seventy patients were kept in a dirty state, as they were the worst ciass of pa-
tients.  They were not let out at all into the yard or open air—the «fll.ivia of this
Ward was always bad, scarcely beareable, from the great amount of filth that had been
allowed to accumulate in different parts of it. The other wards were not quite so bad ; but
thereé was no part of the whole establishment but what was dirty and otherwise badly attend-
ed to. T'here were no baths or preper arrangements for cleansing the patients :  The cells
and sleeping apariments were confined and filthy. The beds and bedsteads full of vermin :
The noisy aud restless patients we.e kept for days and nighss together locked in cells. as as
an easy mode of getting rid of taking care of them. The keepers ard servants were in the
habit of going in and out of the Asylum without permission. The cloth ng and other articles
belonging to the Institution had no.marks upon them by which they could be distinguished
from other articles of a similar kind, for the want of swhich, no doubt, the Institution has
suffered much loss. The Lunatics received their meals, if" such they could be cailed, in a
careless, uncomfortable and disorderly manner, accompanied with a great waste of food.
A largs amount of intoxicating drinks were used—said 1o be for the benefit of the Patients,
far too muach of which they actually received.

His Excellency will observe that the antagonism has grown out of a desire of the
Superiniendent to obtain the discharge ol improper keepers and s:rvants who for some un-
accountable cause are retained. With such servants the Superintendent has no means by
which he can ensure proper attention to the unfortunate Lunatics—or the execution of his
orders for their benefit—and as the fear of being discharged is the principal power by which
they must be governed, it is necessary that th's power should. in order to ensure a fulfilment
of their proper duves, be placed in the Superintenpent.  As in the present case (and there
are others already now pending not included in this report) when a charge isabout to be
preferred aganinst any ol them they repair to their favorite Commissioner to make interest
against the Superiniendent, Steward or Matron, as the case may be, and there can at once be
discovered in them an air of defiance which is any thing but satisfactory. When the Board
subsequently meets the keeper or servant, as the case may be, is merely told that he must do
80 no more and returns to his duty again, entirely regardless of the Superintendent, Steward
or Matron. They have been by the Commissioners actually ordered not 10 obey the Medi-
cal Superintendent in any thing but what they may think *¢ reiates to the Patients.”” The
uanfortunate inmates of this Institution appear 10 be made a matter of secondary considera-
tion to that of a paltry patronage to keepers and servants vigorously exercised by the Com-
missioners, whereas the opinion of the Superintendent upon entering office was, and is still,
that it is the earnest desire of His Excellency that the comfort and well being of the Luna-
tics sheuld be the matters of first consideration.

The Commissioners, in the reports of their meetings, profess great anxiety to meet the
wisbes of the Superiniendent and cordially to cooperate with him, but His Excellency will
well understand the difference between prolession and practice. A few months ago a ser-
vant could be discharged for disrespectiul conduct to a young man, head keeper at the Branch,
but in the present case Hungerford, and indeed others, were retained although charged with
improper conduct towards the Superintendent, Steward and Matron, and also of drunkenness
without a redeeming quality. This is illustrated by the proceedings of yesterday. A cook
and exra keeper being required for the comlort and security of the patients, the Superinten-
dent emploved them temporarily subjec: to the confirmation of the Board ; by reference to
their Minutes it appears thai they were ordered to leave immediately, from no other apparent
cause than that the Superintendent recommended them—the cook was to have filled the
place of one thut had just left, and onelis indispeable. The keeper . here referred to is John
O’Neil, named ia the acocompanying recommendation from the Hon. C, Widmer, M. D.

‘The Institution is in a very crowded siale, and we require a good supply of efficient
and trusty keepers. The Superintendent is anxious to have keepers enough to esiablish
proper night watches for the satety of the patients, which it appears will not be permitted,
although we have at present two appalling spectacles before us plainly shewing the necessity
of it—in two ¢ases patients have violently attacked each other in the night, beating and biting
each other without restraint to a s-rious degree.

The financial affairs of the Institntion have been conducted in a very careless manner
heretofore, so that the state of its liabilities cannot yet be told.
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. The Institution is now in a very different condition—the patients are all clothed, and all
g0 into the yard each day when the weather permits. Thore that used to be confined to the
gells can now walk about with the others in the open air with safety if accompanied with
reasonably diligent keepers.

Those that used to lie on the attic floor naked and helpless, with swelled legs, by being
clothed and taken into the yard, the swelling and discolourations disappeared, and in every
way as:umed a more healthy appearance.

The Superintendent has had the 1nstitution thoroughly cleaned, so that no visitor would
be offended with the atmosphere of the different apartments. This most materinlly adds to
the comfort and health of the inmates. Al these changes necessarily increased the labor to
a very considerable degree, and caused, no dotbt, some dissatislfaction in the keepers and
servants who were required to assist in the necessary operations.

The Superintendent is desirous that His Excellency’s attention should be early called
to this matter—in the humble hope that he will be pleased to afford a speedy and effectual
remedy.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

GEO. H. PARK.

In transmitting the above appeal to the Government, 1 was advised by.
gentlemen conversant with official usage, that the disclosure of my communi-
cation to the Board by a copy of it, would subject me to censure ; that it was
for the Government, not for me. to decide upon the publication of such infor-
mation, by furnishing or withholding a copy at their discretion. The commis-
sioners, it seems, entertained the same views of official etiquette, and, without
making it known to me, appointed the Rev. Messrs. Grasett and Roaf to
proceed as delegates to Montreal, with their representation of these difficulties.

Upon reacling Montreal with their mission, the Government gave them

a copy of my communication; upon which they presented the following
observations :— :
MoxTrEAL, Thursday, 21st September, 1348,

The undersigned being a Deputation from the Commissioners of the Temporary Lunatie
Asylum at Toronto.

And having been favoured with a perusal of documents forwarded to the Provincial
Government by the Medical Superintendent of that Institution, under the respective dates of
September 8th and 13th, beg leave to make the following observations upon those
documents:—

The representations, made respecting the former treatment of patients, has no bearing
upon the Commissioners. as they entirely leave that department of daty to the Medical
Suaperintendent, finding for him such assistauce as he from time to time reporis w0 be
requisite.

Bat in jnstice to the late Superintendent we must express our full conviction that in
substanuce, and almost in every particular those representations are untrue.

That Doctor Park made some improvement in the clothing of a class of the patients, and
in the cleanliness and veutilation of the Wards, it is due to him prompily and fully to adwit.

Butit is also due to Doctors Rees and Telfer to state, that daring their attendance in the
Institution there was no deficiency of clothing, no marked want of eleanliness. and no cruelty.

The Iustitation is visited by the Commissioners in weekly rotation; it is constantly being
inspected hy the friends of the patieuts. as well as other parties who frem humanity and other
feelings seek the favour, and has several limes been reported upon 1 Preseniments made by
Grand Jurors; while commenditions have been coustantly expressed. There has been no
instance known to the undersigned in which any of the abowiuations charged by Doctor
Park have been mentioned.

Respeeting a want of a Brand upon articles of property in the Institution, it may be said,
that inventories of such things are kept, and there has never been an appearance of any loss
by peculation.

The employment and discharge of Servants are the matters in which the Board is at issue
with the Medical Superiutendent.
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~ On those facts the course pursned is the one preseribed by the Legislative Act which
directs the constitution of the permanent Asylum.

The one approved by His Excellency in his disposal of the case relative to Doctor Rees :
The one provided for in the Rules and Regulations of the Institution,—and the one which
has been employed for many years.

No person is employed as Keeper, or Nurse, without the approval of the Medical
Superintendent, and no person would ever be retained whowm that officer thought unsuited to
his duties.

Not the slightest gronnd has there ever been for a suspicion that the Board cared for the
patronage which it exercises, and there has hardly been a case in which a Servant has been
employed who was previously known to one of the Commissioners.

In the case of the Keeper Hungerford, the Bouard wounld have dismissed npon the
recommendation of the Medical Superintendent. had it been alleged that he did not well
discharge his duties. But when the temporary Medical Superintendent declined making s uch
an allegation, the Board felt that they were entitled to counsider whether sufficient punishment
had not been administered, and a very nseful object served by the temporary suspension,
terminated by a reprimand and a demand for apology.

; No slight was thus put npon the Medical Superintendent, although he had stepped out of
his sphere in taking up the matter.

He however directly aimed at subverting the authority of the Board when he immediately
followed that adjudication with his reversal, and has throughout songht the power of dismissing
the servants, not io remove the inefficient, but to have power of resisting the decisions of

. the Board.

The undersigned directly contradicts the assertiou that the financial affairs of 1he Institution
are carelessly managed and its liabilities nnknown.

The Acconntsare regnlarly kept in books prepared for the purpose—are every gnarter
settled and andited, and are at all times ready and worthy to be submitted to the notice of His
Excellency the Governor-General.

The rejection of the man O’Neil, of which so much is made by Doctor Park, was founded
npon the two considerations, that he was brought in to fill the place of Hungerford, whom the
Board had not discharged, and that he was understood to have been dismissed from the
General Hospital for the offence of aiding the extraction of a corps and substituting for it in
the coffin some billets of firewood.

The undersigned do not think it necessary to go further into the lengthened details fur-
nished by Doctor Parke.

But must conclnde by giving their opinion that the Board of Commissioners will unani-
monsly consider that the Doctor has in his documents, sent to the Government, added
falsehood and treachery to the assumptions and insult and illiteratness by which they had pre-

viously been pained.
(Signed) Rev. H. J. GRASETT.
J. ROAF.

The language, with which the above document closes, was twice
pointed out (I am told) by the Government to the Reverend delegates
as objectivnable in its character, and worthv of being withdrawn or modified
by them. This they refused to do; and the Governor-General was advised

to submit to the indignity, with more deference, it must be admitted, to the
* Rev. ministers, than to the religion they professed and thus exemplified. It
was well, however, for the Government to have a taste of the practical piety
of these Delegates towards themselves, under which they displayed the * sub-
ordination to them’’ that was expected from and observed-by me ; but, in the
last minute of council, the reader will observe that their patience under indig-
nity was not even as enduring as my own, and it is condemned as “the
indiscreet use of terms, unnecessary as respected the party” (Dr. Park) *“to
whom they were applied, and objectionable as respected the quarter” (the
Government) “ to which they were addressed.” Upon the return of the
Rev. Mr. Grasett and the Rev. Mr. Roaf from their mission, I found the fol-
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lowing minute of a meeting of the Board to welcome them back and sanction
their proceeding : —
; TrurspAY, 28th September, 1848.
Commissioners met.
PRESENT:
Rev. H. J. Grasett,
¢ i Reaf;
J. Eastwood, Esq.,
M. J. O’Beirne, Eeq,
M. J. O'Beirne, Esq., in the chair.

The Rev. Messrs. Graset: and Rouf being a deputaiion to wait on the Government in
relation to matters connected with the interference of the medical superintendent with the
authority of the Board,—they made their Report, including the presentation of a document
presented to the Government in answer to certain allegatione made by the medical superin-
tendent, which is perfectly sausfactory.

The contracts for the ensuing quarter were then disposed of; after which,

¢ Keeper Craig, being examined, was admonished and reinstated.””—Adjourned.

Great was my astonishment at this proceeding. Tt does not appear who
moved and seconded the Resolution ; but it is as humiliating to the Christian
world, as it ought to be to the Rev. delega‘es, to find that without them there
was no quorum ; that either the Rev. Mr. Grasett or the Rev. Mr. Roaf must
have either moved or seconded the Resolution affecting their own honour and
Christian dignity in their mission; and that, as three are required for a
quorum, they must themselves have stooped to vote upon this personal
question! There is, to be sure, no By-law against it; but the maxims of
duty, all rules of delicacy, and the usages of even worldly men, are utterly at
variance with it. 1t records as an act of the Board about them, what is only
an act of their own about themselves. 1t is. therefore, an untruth as an official
act, operating as a deception upon the public, when told ‘“the Board have
doue it.” Although it relates to character instead of money (perhaps to both,
if affe ting their remuneration), yet it is as unprincipled in its nature as if four
Directors of a Bank (two of whom were debtors to it, and two conniving at
the transaction) should meet, and, placing one of the connivers in the chair,
make the other conniver sit with the debtors to form a quorum of three in
voting their debts cancelled.

It is not strange that gentlemen, who could thus meet, constitute them-
selves a Board and vote their own approval of themselves, should be guilty of
the act associated with it, viz., the reinstation of Craig as a keeper, though
objected to by the medical superintendent, steward, and matron, for irregularity
in has duty, insolence to the officers, general turbulence in his behaviour, and vio-
lence to the patients. This indignity to the physician and officers of the insti-
tution, and atrocity towards the lunatics, were accomplished immediately upon
their return from Montreal, and in open defiance of the injunctions they had
just received from the Government, to always exercise, (cxcept in very extreme
cases) their power respecting the servants of the institution, in accordance with the
views of the Superintendent and in support of his authority. 1f the Government
were willing to submit to this contumacious and insolent conduct towards
themselves and the Representative of Majesty, it will not, I hope, be deemed
guilty or mean in me to submit myself and the lunatics to its consequences.

But when the above four commissioners met, thus to disgrace their com-
mission and the high authority from which they held it, where were their
fellow members ? They remained away. Why? The reader must judge.

Submitting to this wrong, without suspending Craig, or even complaining,
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T communicated the facts to the Government, whose animadversions upon it are
found in the first minute of council.
. . 3 . . @
At a subsequent special meeting, the following Resolutions were adopted
and transmitted to the Government :—
SreciaL MeeTivg oF CoMMISSIONERS.
Moxpay, 16th October, 1848.
PRESENT:
The Rev. H. J. Grasett,
¢ J. Roaf, in the Chair,
"o adlay,
J. Eastwood, Esq.
J. Ewart, Esq.
M. J. O’Beirne, Esq.
Dr. Beaumont.

Read the Communications forwarded by the Provincial Secretary, under date of 3rd October 1848,

Unanimously ordered,—That there bc put upon the minutes, copies of Dr. Park’s letter to the
Government, under date of September 13th. 1848, and of the documents prepared by the deputa-
tion lately sent to the Seat of Government, and presented as an answer to that letter ; and that this
document be cordially approved as expressing the sentiments of the whole Board.

Resolved unanimously,—That the Chairman be directed to write to the Provincial Secretary,
acknowledzing the receipt of his letter of 3rd October, with enclosures, reporting the adoption by
this Board of the document prepared by the recent deputation to Goveinment. pointing out the ex-
isting embarrassed position of the Board, requesting the early attention of the Goyernor General to
the pressing importance of an immediate decision upon the appeal made to him by the Board and

Medical Superintendent,

Upon the return of the Rev. Delegates to Toronto, I visited, by permis-
sion, the Seat of Government. The offensive matter in the commu-
nication of the Delegates was not, however, shown to me, perhaps
to avoid any fresh irritations that might possibly grow out of it.—
Sometime, however, after my return to Toronto, I found that the
steward had been desired, in accordance with the foregoing Resolutions, to
copy this document upon the minutes of the Board, to expose, as was said, my
“ falsehood and treachery.” This revealed to me, for the first time, the low
vituperation recorded against me in the council chamber in Montreal, as well
as in the records of the Asylum; thus subje-ting me to further indignity and
injury before the household. Not questioning, uuder this mortification, the
discretion exercised by the Government in the matter, I prepared a commu-
nication of some length, vindicating myself by facts, as far as they were avail
able, against the ¢ falsebood and treachery ”” charged upon me. The Hon,
Robert Baldwin arriving in the city to spend some time, 1 requested Dr. Rolph
to see him. Calling upon me after the interview, he recommended me to
withhold the defence I had prepared, stating that he found it would be more
agreeable to the Government, if I met it briefly in a way that would cover my
own honour, without matter that might disturb the adjustment of the difficu ties
s0 lately effected by the minute of council. With this suggestion I cheerfully
complied, and substituted a short communication to the Provincial Secretary,
on the 13th November, expressing my consciousness of the truthand integrity
of my action in the mdgters referred to by the Reverend Delegates, and my
readiness and ability to repel the charges of falsehood and treachery, when-
ever His Excellency might afford me an opportunity of doing so.

Remarks on the above Document from the Reverend Delegates of the Board,
to the Government.

In this document the language ueed by the Reverand gentlemen goes beyond controvert.

ing the correctness of representations, by ailleging in terms least to be expected from them,

that I ¢“ had added lalsehvod and treachery to the assumption and insult and illiterateness by

which they had been previously pained.”
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The terms ‘* falsehood and treachery’” appear on the face of the document to apply to my
representation of the condition of the lnstitutien and the treatmsnt of the lunatics.

An enquiry could alone fully meet the merits of the question ; and therefore in its ab-
sence, there can be offered only such vindication as acknowledged fucts may aflord.

3 The Reverend delegntes, while negativing the truth of the representations respect-
ing the former ueatment of the pauents, deny their bearing on themselves and
their colleagues. because * they entirely leave that department of duty to the Medicul
Superintendent, finding for him such assistance as he from tiine to time reports to
be requisite.”” But the very fact of their abandoning this most delicate and important duty
to the Medical Superintendent issuch evidence of their incapacity to jadge of the wrongs set
forth, as to render their use of the terms ¢ falsehood and treachery’’ unwarrantalle. And
moreover, as they limit their duty to the ** finding such assistance as the Medical Superinten-
dent from time to time reports to-be requisite,” it is evident that the alleged evils have
accumu’ated under servantsretained in the service of past Medical Superintenuents, notwith-
standing their repeated complaints against them.

But the published laws require ¢¢that the Commissioners shall meet regularly once a
week for the purpose of examining into the condition of the patients,”” while the visiting
Commissioner * shall inspect the Institution daily tosee that the patients are properly atiend-
ed to and supplied with wholesome food, &c.” This ackvowledged sbandonment of the
treatment of the patients to the unsupervised care of’ the Medical Superintendent, is, there-
fore, an acknowledged dereliction of duty. while it at the same time renders the charge, on
this point, of ¢ falsehood and treachery’’ inexcusable at their hands.

Never questioning the right of the Board of Commissioners ¢ to hire and discharge the
servants,”’ but seeking relief {first from the Commissioners and secondly from the Govern=
ment) from such an exercise ol that right, as forced upon me (as vpon my predecessor)
servants throngh whom I could not satisfactorily and efliciently discharge my duties: I
deemed it necessary to represent the condition, which such embarrasements of the Modical
Superintendent had induced in the lnstitution. 1 therefore adverted, among other points,
to the state of the clothing, cleanliness, and ventilation.

Upon these three most essential particulars, without which in the highest degree no
Asylum can be said to be in a respectable condition, the Reverend Mr. Grasett and the Rev,
Mr. Roaf' remark as follows : —

¢¢ That Dr. Park made some improvement in the clothing of a class of the patients, and
in the cleanliness and ventilation of the wards, it is due to him promptly and fully to admit,”’

There ought to have been no deficiency of clothing for any class, much less for a class
subjected by the want of it to a state of nudity and consequent confinement utterly destruc-
tive of their happiness and health. There should have been no want of cleanliness, which is
important to the lunatics both for their physical and moral improvement. There should
have been no want of ventilation, so essential to their reeovery and comfort.

In every nsy!um in the civilized world, these essentials are secured with a scrupulous at-
tention, which elicits from the most intelligent visitors the highes: eulogiums without room
for even critical suggestions. The Asylum of Canada ought in all these honorable and ac-
cessible particulars to be second to none in Europe or America.

Itis in these very matters that the Rev. delegates ¢‘admit promptly and fully that I
made some improvement.” But it is unjust to charge me with ¢falsehood and treachery”
in my representations, when they admit the existence of these evils, by admitling my
correction of them.

The amount of improvement styled ¢“ some’’ is alone unceatain; but any amount nega-
tives the justness of the language which the Rev. gentlemen have descended to use against
me. An inquiry could alone prove the amount.

« But,” add the Rev. Delegates, it is also due to Drs. Rees and Telfer,
to state that during their attendance there was no deficiency of clothing, no
marked want of cleanliness and no cruelty.”

The atrocious conduct of these Commissioners towards these learned
gentlemen, when in the asylum, ill accords with the above little bit of flattery
to serve their own ends. But let them now speak forthemselves by their re-
corded opinions in the books of the Institution.
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“ There was no deficiency of clothing.” Now there is little difference
between a want of clothing, and neglect by the Commissioners to see that the
unhappy inmates were properly and comfortably clad. Had the several mem-
bers of the Board in their collective or visitorial character periormed their
duty, Dr. Rees (who was like myself surrounded by hostile servants) would
not have needed to record (24th August, 1843) ¢ that no patient be allowed to
go without wor-ted stockings and shoes, as many. are suffering from the neg-
lect of this oft repeated injunction, and it must be immediately enforced.”
And after this order, so little did the Commissioners or servants heed the con-
dition of the Lunatics that, on the 1Sth September, 1844, the learued gentle-
man repeated that ““ the Steward is particularly directed to see that no patient
is allowed to go without shoes and stockings.”

The destruction of such property (inseparable from the inadequate
domestic police sustained by the Board) attracted the attention of this vigilant
Superintendent, who, in November 1844 recorded, ¢ that the unusual destruc-
tion of bedding and wearmng apparel, reported by the attendants, shows that
greater attention is required.”” In other Institutions, the injured or tattered
articles are collected inan appointed room to afford evidence thatthey have been
so lost to the Institution, and not purloined.  Destruction, and I have every
reason to believe peculation, as well as drunkenness, went on to such an extent
thatin September 1845, Dr. Rees reiterates his complaints about clothing;
and after directing an increase of bedclothes and wearing apparel. adds, ** the
male patients appear wholly destitute of stockings or shoes or moccasins.”’
Dr. Telfer observed the same abuses; and it is plain from his entry that he
had reason to apprehend the most discreditable and dishonest proceedings, for
in his zeal to correct evils of such magnitude, he inadvertently or intentionally
trespassed upon the scandalously neglected department of the Commissioners,
by directing “a book to be kept iz future for the Medical Suverintendent, in
which the Steward and Matron is to enter daily every article received, with
the name of the person from whom received, the quantity and jrices.” The
manner in which the accounts were kept, if they could, indeed, be said to be
kept at all, exhibits at this time upon examination, the most disreputable and
ruinous management; Dr. Telfer, therefore, needed such a measure to pro-
tect himself from any personal participation in existing abuses—Commission-
ers, however wrong, are sustained by the Government, as avowed by
them ; but the single-handed Medical Superintendent must rest on the honesty
of his case and the virtue of public opinion. Butas Dr. Telfer has published
some able letters in his delence, I must refer the reader to them.

“ No want of clothing”! How came there to be, on my assumption of
duty, naked patients in the attic? How came the Board to recognise the need
of my large demand for such articles, audit and pay for them? The corro-
boration of my heavy requisition by Steward Ramsey, and the acquiescence of
the Commissioners by incurring so large an outlay, and the internal condition
as testified by the current entries of preceding Medical Superintendents, afford
evidence of the sincerity and necessity of the course parsued by me—a
course in the pursuit of which I might reasonably expect to be approved, not
betrayed by my friends in the Government. On whom, then, upon this point,
rests * the falschood and treachery’ ?

2. The Rev. Delegates add for the past Superintendents, *tkere was no
ARKED want of cleanliness.”
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Here is a problem to be solved, viz., what want of cleanliness must there
be, before itis “ marked.”” A certain amount of uncleanliness is here admitted ;
but to what point may the dirtiness reach, before it is marked? Does not
this very language show to the Government a self-conviction in the Rev. minds
of the truth of my statement? Ts it not a reluctant admission of a part for
the whole 2 And if the commissioners, in the unworthy discharge of their
supervision, tacitly allowed the uncleanliness toaccumulate to a degree, which,
unscrupulous persons might say, was not marked, and further fo:ced hostile
and unworthy keepers on the Medical Superintendent for the discharce of Ais
duty, how could my predecessors be held responsible for the condition of the
Asylum ? Let them, through the past records of the institution, speak now
for themselves, and only briefly, as the pages grow in number far beyond my
expectation. ¢

Dr. Rees paid all the attention, the conduct of the servants and commis-
sioners would allow, to the cleanliness of the patients ; and in August, 1843,
thus registers his mortification, * The cistern provided for the patients’ heads,
and ordered to be regularly used for that purpose, is not et in a fit state '}
Hoping that the ladies in every region where this narrative may travel, will
read it, I forbear to detail the obvious condition of the heads of lunatics upon
their arrival and during the worse stages of their illness in the Asylum, from
the daily accumulation of various kinds of filth from various and nameless
sources. “ No marked want of cleanliness ”—and yet there was not, upon my
assumption of duty, such a thing as @ batk throughout the whole establishment !
How were the patients, often wallowing in dirt and besmearing their bodies
with it of every kind, be possibly kept in a state of uncleanliness not marked,
without @ batl for the purpose ?  The civilised world will condemn the want
of this means of ablution, as proof of inefficient discharge of important duty
by the commissioners, either from ignorance or corruption. Dr. Rees evi-
dently noticed the deficiency, and sought for its supply by this entry, “to
ascertain the expense of getting water from the water works.” It was not
without obvious seciet jealousies and displeasure, that I obtzined a bath ; and,
upon its completion, I see an order from Dr. Rolph to the steward, in August,
“To arrange for the paticuts of the whole institution to have a bath of such
temperature as may suit the patients respectively (unless otherwise in special
cases ordered) in routine, so that each inmate may have it twice a-week.” The
reader can judge how much this aided other means to promote the comfort,
invigorate the constitution, and improve the habits and mental coudition of
this much-neglected people.
“No want cf cleanliness”! There must have been a want of it in a
marked degree, around and about the Asylum, when Dr. Rees recorded, in
June 1844, « The City Pound, or yard, so filthy as to demand immediate
attention.” And the inside of the Asylum could not have been in a better
state, when, on the 3rd of June, 1844, the learned gentleman writes, * Tar
fumigation imperatively necded in the basement story”! Was there nothing
marked, when this corrective was imperatively needed? Where were the
eyes, the noses, and the consciences, of the Rev. Delegates and their associates
when this requisition was made, and throughout that month, in the last week
of which, Dr. Rees is painfully doomed to record, to the shame of the whole
Board and household, that “ The tar for the fumigation, some time since
called for, has not yet been produced”! 1 found the fumigation needed
throughout the establishment imperatively ; and this, not merely from the
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fumes ascending from below, but from those accumulating above. The fumi-
gation was everywhere required and actually applied.  Why is it needcd
so little now ?  Because, with the assistance of an able. and active steward
and matton, every part of the house from top to bottom is as clean and
sweet as circumstances will admit Tt is well known how persons live
amidst noisome effluvia, from habit, scarcely compla ning of it; though dis-
playing the gradual deleterious effects on the vital powers and mental energy.
This cause consplred, with others, to injure the health of many, ruin the health
of some, and retard the mental recovery of all.

3. The Revd. Delegates allege ‘“there was no cruelty.” Visiting once a week as a
Board, and one of them daily for single inspection, how can they know anything posi-
tively upon this point? How much brutality there may be, night and day, without
their knowledge ! 5

“ No cruelty " Why was Wallace suspended by Dr. Rees, ‘ not to enter the
ward or be called upon to perform any duty in the Asylumn 17

‘Was there no cruelly when Dr. Rees (3rd Nov. 1844) recorded, ¢ The patient
Switzer has thrown up a quantity of blood—it appears he has been troublsome, and
he says that this was the result of being seized by the throat. Such occurrences
should have been recorded in the Report Book.” Can the Revd. Delegates tell us
how often such atrocities have been omitted in the Report Book? Or what drew
from the same learned gentleman the snbsequent complaint, viz, * The Steward is
directed to exercise greater vigilance over the male patients and their attendants—all
injuries received 10 be fully reported in the book appropriated for that purpose.” How
many of such occurrences have been suppressed, unreported ?

No cruelty—yet have I been told by persons cured and discharged, that they look
back with horror at the personal violence they received.

No cruelty ; when Dr. Rolph reported the violence of Craig; and when Dr. Rees
or Telfor recorded that he (McIlroy) was in great terror of him. When Dr. Rolph
found the patients were treated with the broom-stick! When an excited patient,
held by four keepers by his four quarters, was dragged, in a state thus rendered frantic
from the attic to the basement for incarceration there, even when the Medical Super-
intendent was in the Asylam? No cruelty ! to let the patients go about, not only
without shoes and stockings, but five of them in the attic in continued nudity, lying on
loose straw in cells? No cruelty ! when Dr. Rees recorded, on 20d Nov'r, 1844,
that * the potatoes this day supplied the patients are scarcely fit for Swine, nor was
there a particle of salt supplied, their injurious effects to counteract.”” ¢ No cruelty,”
that Dr. Rees had again on the 14th of the same month, to renew his complaints
about the potatoes, and require good ones iu their place! TIs this the period when the
helpless lunatics were fed by contract, at so muach per head? If so then or at any
other time, who profitted by the arrangement ?

¢+ No cruelty,” in the remissness of the Commissioners, when Dr. Rees recorded
that ¢ The Cellar-Room, in which the patients take their meals, is so darkened by
allowing the wood to be piled near it, that it is unfit to be-used for that purpose !”
No cruel remissness in these Revd. Delegates and their associates, when Dr. Rees
recorded ‘* that the sheds erected expressly to obtain shelter during bad weather, and
for exercising the patients, appear entirely blocked up!” Where was the humanity
of the Revd. delegates and the Board? ¢ No cruelty,” when they ailowed the friend-
less lunatics to be employed in carrying water from the Bay to the Branch Establish-
ment, in summer, with the hazard of their drowning themselves, or suffering from in-
solation. Where had been their humanity when Dr. Rolph thus recorded, ¢ The
patients and inmates are not to be emvloyed any longer in carrying water from the
Bay to the Institution.” No cruelty ! when Miss Land, from the Gore District, pay-
ing £30 a year, was confined, day and night, in a small ill ventilated and ill lighted
felon-cell, till Dr. Rolph interposed in her behalf, and placed her, by giving up the
Surgery, in comparatively a palace 7—Within three days of which removal from dis-
graceful and unjust accommodation, she was visited by some of her friends. No cruel
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remissness in the Commissioners, when they allowed the naked and the melancholic
to remain. from their nudity or from miserable choice, from year to year in the attic,
till from enfeebled circulation, the tardy blood led to enlargement and induration of
their legs, impairment of the hodily frame, and of the already shattered tnind 7 Were
there no poignant feelings, at all events, within the Revd. delegates, when they saw
them once more in the open air, looking up to Heaven as if the elements rekindled
their long lost adoration 7 No remorse when they saw their rapid improvement in
soul and body, without medicine, from the invigorating agency of those bounteous gifts
in nature, which Providence had bestowed, and which their apathy had so long and
cruelly taken away 7 No keen repronch when they read the foll wing minute, ad-
dressed to them by Dr. Rolph. on the 14thof last August, when a fatal dysentery prevail-
ed : *The undersigned has the honour of recommending to the Commissioners that the
eonfinement of some of the inmates, as required by the present accommodations, in the
cells, be remedied to-day. These cells, 9 feet high, 16 feet long. and 11 feet wide,
have no other ventilation than through a nartow slit, 44 inches wide. In one of these
sometimes four females are shut up, while a whole cell is appropriated to another,
whose habits and violence render it unsafe to admit of an associste. At this season,
hot and sultry, such incarceration is alike at variance with the knowu humanity of the
public, and inconsistent with the health and perhaps the lives of the sufferers.” When
the Revd. Commissioners constrast the present with the past state of all the cells, do
they feel no compunction about the amount of wretchedness which the poor depend-
ent Lunatics have been doomed to endure either from official ignorance or most un-
christian inattention.

The Rev. D legates admit that, “ the employmenrt and discharge of ser-
vants, are the matters in which the Bouard is at issue with the Medical
Superintendent.”

But the Commissioners had no right to determine any such pvints at
issue, by the ¢ Legislative Act,” because it is not now in force, and never
would be, should the new Asylum be arrested from any cause in its ccmple-
tion, as the enormous expenditure already and yet to be incurred, destruction
by fire or legislative interference. It will be seen that the Minute of Council,
hereafter given, intimates the same erroneous view in one paragraph; only,
however, to contradict it in the next paragraph, in which it is correctly stated
that ““ it must rest solel/y upon what is the true construction of those Rules as
they stand,” viz.,, the By-Laws of the Asylum. Nor is it true that they have
construed the Rules or regulated their actions by the decision of Lord Metcalf,
on the appeal of Dr. Rees; for in that case. the selection of the Keepers and
Nurses “ would be vested i the Medical Superintendent”; and the attempt in
the Minute of Council to pervert the justice of my case by labouring to show
that his Lordship did not mean what he said, is miserably weak and abortive.

How are these bye-laws to be construed? It has never been denied
that the Board have the exclusive right “to hire and discharge ”—
But it by no means follows from the By-laws, that, because the Board
“ hire the servants ” for the medical superintendent, that they can interfere
with bis action with them in official duty. By the By-laws, they “hire and
discharge”, but it does not say control them. But the very term control, with
the addition of the term strictly, is applied by the same By-laws to the power
of the medical superintendent even over the steward. The Airing and dis-
charging appertain to the Board, because they relate to financial matters, viz.,
the amount of wages on hiring, and the payment of them on a discharge. But
the control of the servauts is by the same By-laws vested in the medical super-
intendent, whose orders they have daily and hourly to receive; who has,
through them, to conduct the medical and moral government of the patients,
and see thathis directions are properly attended to; who has gemerally to
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superintend everything connected with the internal affairs of the institution'y
and who is so painfully responsible for the good internal government, that
alleged mal-treatment (say the commissioners) has “ no bearing on them,”
but *entirely ” on the superintendent. The crown appoints, and, for aught
1 know, removes the clerk of the House of Assembly; but, once appointed,
he is the servant of the House; the journals of which will show to any
inquirer the jealousy displayed upon the shadow of any authoritative inter-
ference by the crown with that officer. The crown appoints the speaker of
the Legislative Council ; but cannot afterwards interpose its authority between
him and that House. The crown appoints the clerk of the Legislative Coun-
cil; but be is immediately excluasively its servant. The crown confirms the
election of the Commons’ Speaker, who in like manner is afterwards amenable
to that body only. The crown had the appointment of the wardens of the
district councils ; but it would have been an act of corruption to interfere with
them afterwards. There was, ther-fore, nothing anomalous in my situation or
relation to the commissioners and servants. They furnished the servants; in
my official duties I controlled them. The By-laws limited the Board to the
hiring and discharging ; and limited me to the control of them in my medical
end general superintendency of the Asylum.

Had I been only physicianto the Asylum, there might have been room for
such a limitation of obedieuce as the Board inculcates in one of its resolutions ;
but it is without a parallel to inculcate it towards me while performing the fur-
ther duties and invested with the necessary powers of a superintendent, required
(besides the medical and moral treatment) “tosuperintend everything connected
with the-internal management of the institution and well-being of the patients.”
The governmeut appoint me to discharge these duties—the Board cripple me
in the means; the By-laws provide for my being furnished with efficient and
obedient servants—the Board force bad ones on me and license all to disobey.
In this position I became responsible without the means—TIiable to the public
for escapes and their consequences—for scenes of internal violence and dis-
order, and for drownings and gougings, although furnished with an inadequate
and refractory domestic police. Nor is the medical superintendent allowed
to excuse himself for domestic disorder, even when the blame can be attached
only to the Commissionets. Thus the Rev. Mr. Grasett and the Rev. Mr.
Roaf, in defending themselves to the government against the former treatment
of the patients, declare that suck charges * have no bearing on the Commaission-
ers, as they entirely leave that department of duty to the medical superintendent,
Jinding for him such assistance as he from time to time reports to be requisite.”
If I express my dissatisfaction with the servants, I am told, by the commis-
sioners and the government, you must passively take Hungerford and Craig,
and just such others as are furnished to you; if disas‘ers and mal-treatment
are charged, these same commissioners all exonerate themselves at my expense,
all such matters being l¢ft entirely to me; if 1 seck sober and humane keepers
from them, I am repulsed ; if I submit, the consequences have no Learing on
them, but w/olly on me.

I must leave the public, and that humane portion of the public in Europe
and America interested in such Asylums, to judge of the daily situation of a per-
son in whom is combined the duties both of physician and superintendent, and
whois hourly or at every step in collision with servants in a Mad-house,hostile in
their feelings, and taught to excuse themselves for any.act, not on the ground,
of obedience to an immediate superior, but.on a.constructive.license to obey:
or disobey. ;
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¢ The superior power”, says the minute of council, “resides in the com-
missioners.” By their commission (as, indeed, in all similar institutions) they
are empowered to organize the Asylum, and enact the necessary by-laws.
But when in the exercise o that superior power, they have, by their legisla-
tion, vested the control of the servants in another, they cannot, while the by-law
exists, interfere with his official relation with them without dissolving it. It
would be a monstious assumption that they could, contrary to the by-law,
take unto themselves the medical treatment up 'n the Thompsonian or Hydro-
pathic system, and desire the medical superintendent to look on the while.
The by-law of their own passing, interposes, in such a case, between them
and the lunatics, by vesting that department in another. An injunction in
Chancery might be obtained against it. And by like reasoning it appears,
that, although the hiring and discharging have been reserved, yet the control
having been granted to the executive officer, he cannot while on duty be law-
fully deprived of’it for an instant. When the medical superintendent exercises
this control, to keep away from the lunatics and from all intercourse with
them, a drunken keeper or a violent one, they can no more order, under the
by-laws, the medical superintendent to submit them to such a doom, than
order him to blister them or afflict them with the actual cautery. While on
the one hand, therefore, the commissioners hire and discharge the servants,
the medical superintendent can alone decide whether they ought to be or shall
be actually used by him in the medical or moral treatment of the patients.
Suppose he is satisfied of his insanity,and the Board doubt it, must he passively
put a madman over madmen? It is only in a degree worse than putting over
them an unsober or cruel keeper.

This doctrine of passive obedience, claimed by the Board and sanctioned
by the government, is inconsistent not only with the powers delegated by them
through the By-laws to the medical superintendent, but also with the deriva-
tion of his independent appointment from the crown, to whom, and to the
public, and to the patients, he is morally and politically liable. The Board
have reserved to themselves the power of discharging a lunatic when cured.
Suppose the commissioners (mistaking eccentricity for insanity) should refuse

as commissioner Roafonce did) to discharge, must the medical superintendent
still forcibly retain him ? and must he, if violent, coerce him, or confine him,
or put a strait-jacket on him? Would a medical superintendent, simple
enough to be thus “* made subordinate to the Board”, be safe in such a case
from an action of false imprisonment, and assault and battery ? But if, on
such an occasion, it would be my duty to reiterate my demands for his dis-
charge, and complain aloud against the wrong till redress arrived, why the
less a duty to contend by re-suspension against the imposition of drunken or
cruel keepers upon the unhappy inmates! It was within my province, within
my duty and worthy of my zeal, to exercise the control vested in me over
the servants, in any way to correct such an evil. The attempt is full of
palliation ; but the offence is without palliation in the Board who so acted,
and in the government who sustained them

It is unsound reasoning to assume that because there may be collision
between the medical superintendent and the Board, that the power in the.
former, causing that collision, cannat or ought not to exist. This very collision
is often a source of safety and a correction of abuses. The want of collision
led to that harmonious action in the evils of the Penetentiary, which admitted
of the fearful accumulation of abuses, the investigation whereof is said to incur
an expence above ten thousand dollars.  The want of collision led to that

3
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harmony among the learned wrong doers in the University, which ended in
corruptions demanding the same expensive inquiry and legislative correction.
The want of th:s collision reduced the Asylum to the state in which 1 found it.
The late collisions improved the domestic police, and ameliorated the condition
of the lunatics in clothing, cleanliness, and ventilation—services for which a just
and generous government would have rewarded and sustained me—services,
however, which led to my ruin under an administration unfaithful to those pro-
fessi ms of political honesty and those principles of reform in all public abuses,
by the abandonment of which, in these transactions, there will be added nothing
worthy to their present fame or future heraldry. The Legislative Council
has not less the power of rejecting bills from the House of Assembly, because
doing so renders the legislation of the latter, abortive ; nor is the dissent of
the crown objected to, because it annuls the doings of two co-ordinate Houses
of Parliament; so colli~ion between me and the Board would not, in the eyes
of a true statesman, be deemed injudicious, or held to offer a constructive
argument against the conflicting powers themselves. If it was wrong in the
commissioners to return unsober and turbulent keepers on me and the lunatics,
it was 72g/kt in me to withstand it; and it became a just government to inter-
pose its ultimate authority to correct it at the present and prevent it for the
future.

The By-law, the reason of the law, and justice in its application to the
respective parties in their relative duties and responsibilities, require that the
control of the servauts should be in the medical superintendent as long as the
relation of responsible authority and obedient co-operation subsist between
them. The Board can destroy the relation by discharging, but not by inter-
fering to authorise, against the By-law, insubordination.

The Rev. gentlemen ‘urther state that no Keeper or nurse ¢ would ever be retained
whom the Medical Superintendent thought unsuited to his duties;”’ and also that keeper
Hungerford ““ would have been dismissed on the recommendation of the Medical Saperin-
tendent had it been alleged that he did not well discharge his duties ”’

Yet these gentlemen, on their return from Montreal, on the 28th day of September last,
aided only by Commissionirs Enstwooa and O'Beirne (the lauter being in the Chair) after
voting their proceedings with the Government *‘entirely satisfactory.”” immediately re-insiated
keeper Craig, whom the Medical Superintendent thought and had represented in writing to
the Board ns unsuited to his duties and necessary to be discharged, ¢ {rom irregulanity of
conduct, habitual insolence to the Steward and Matron, and violence 10 the patients.”
This marked inconsistency between protession and practice is an acknowledgment ot the
trath of much ot' my representation. iz a vindicatian against the charge of ‘¢ falsehood and
treachery’’ andis a justification of my seeking through the government to avert from the
Asylum the evils springing from this source—evils intolerable to the Medical Superintendent
—most unwarrantable towards the Steward and Matron, and atrocious towards the
Luuaties. ;

It is stated. indeed, in reference to Hungerford, asa reason for his restoration, that the
Temporary Medical Superintendent declined making the allegation ** That he did not well
discharge his duties " Jn the memorandum to the Board recommending his discharge, I find
it stated, ¢ that there are no qualifications in Hungerford as n Keeper to compensate for his
gratuitous misbehaviour.”” This language is quite as strong as should be required of a
Medical Superintendent against a servaut ; particularly as it was connected with a complaint
agninst him of intoxication on duty and other unfitness—any thing said by Dr. Rolph in his
evidence must have been strangely misconstrued 10 bear such an inconsistent meaning,

It is nlleged against the Medical Superintendent that *“he directly aiined at subverting
the nuthority of the Board, and sought the power of dismissing the servants by re-su' pending
Hungerford.”

But the suspension of an unworthy servant, with a recommendation for his discharge,
cannot truly be said by the Board 10 be aimed against their authority, when they have so
repeatedly professed (even tothe government) to dismiss servants *“ upon the mere suggestion
of the Medic«l Superintendent.”  Ican no more be charged with seeking by a re-suspension,

)"
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a power to dismiss the servants, than the Legislative Council could be charged with seeking
the sole power of legislation by annullling the Bills of the House of Assembly.

Itis one thing to deny the right, and another thing to vindirate the Crown, onesself and
the Lunatics ngaiast its injurious exercise. For if the Board. denying the right under any cir-
cumsiances of a re-suspension (in order to secure the re-consideraton of a case) claim the
power of coercing a Medical Superintendént to receive an inadequate domestic police, th:
very powet of the Crown in my appointment would be undermined ; and I should hold my
offi-e not during the pleasure of the Crown, but during the plensure of the Board, as expressed
and effactunliy enfirced by embarrassing me with such servants as would either disgrace
me by failure in my duty, or by submission to indignities for the sake ol peace or pince. If,
therefore, [ am charged with undermining tbe authority of the Board, it 1s only by the adop-
tion ot a course opposed to what would undermine the authority of the Crown and ruin
myself.

This truth is apparent in the Minutes of the Exccutive Council; a government brow-
beaten by Commissioners iato their terms.

As ‘““The Commissioners entir¢ly leave the treatment of the patients to the de-
partment of the Medical Superintendent, finding for him such assistaace as he from time to
time reports to be requisite,”” it is inconsistent with their professions to render a re suspen-
sion necessary ; or to evade the requisition of the Medical Superintendent for a better ser-
vant, by making his estimate of keencrssquare with their own ; or to require, when one
ground of objection is made by him to « keeper, that, forsooth, he must make another, and
then, probably, another.  If the complaint is only enongh, it is too trival. Ifit is made
aggravated, it is either audaciously overlooked, or denounced as prolixly vindictive inits
character, utterly unworthy of the feelings and position of a Medical Superintendent, to-
wards servants.

The Rev. Commissioners, in that part of their explanation, intended to operate as a
denial of the fruth of my representation respecting the past keeping of the accounts omit the
past and confine themselves to the present tense. But as they simply allege what is true,
viz., that the accounts ‘- are regularly kept’’, without alleging what would not be true,
viz., that they have always hereiofore been so kert, I cannot be justly charged on the auth-
ority of their own explanation with -‘falsehood and treachery’’; while. on the contrarv, this
avoidance of the direct denial affords evidence of my truth, which the books themselves by
inspection would corroborate ; and fixes on the Rev. Delegates a method of misrepresentation
more refined though not less object’onable than the one unjustly charged against me in words
too coarse and vulgar to be here repeated. :

The above remarks on the document of the Rev. Delgates, are unavoidably
imperfect, as the only available sources for facts, were the admissions appa-
rent in the document, and the equally imperfect records of the Asylum.

The antagon'sm between the Board and my-elf having been mutually sub-
mitted to the Government, and taken into their consideration, they sent to
each of us the following Minute of Council (of the 14th October 1848,) as their
adjudication upon the matters in difference.

MINUTE OF COUNIL.

These documents contain a variety of statements, many of which it appears to the
Camnmittee, wonld have been better omitted inasmuch as the original gnestion, upon which
the differences appear to have arisen, was one respecting the construction of the Rules and
Regulations under which they respectively act, as those Rules and Regulations affect the
relative powers of each.

This point having been disposed of by an appeal to your Excellency, wonld have left the
Commissioners and the Superintendent to pursue their respective duties. without giving occa-
sion to the irritation which would appear unfortunately to have arisen in the course of the
present controversy.

The Institution, asits name imports, is strictly of a provisional character, and the Rulesand
Regulations for its Govermment, it appears reasonable to suppose. must have been framed with
a view to the nltimate transfer of the establishment to the permanent Asylumn. so soon as the
new Building should be put up. T'he Rules and Regulations must therefore, in the opinion
of the Committee, be construed with reference to the statutary provisions,by which the perma-
ment establishment, when in operation, is to be governed.

Neither can this question, in the opinion of the Committee, be disposed of by any con-
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sideration of the expediency or inexpediency of the existing provisions upon the subject of i,
It mmst rest solely npon what is the trne construction of those Rules as they stand. And npon
a careful pernsal of them 1t appears to the Committee that it is clearly in the Commissioners,
and not in the Snperintendent. that the superior power, in the Institntion, in the particnlar
referred to. islodged.  Any doubt that might have been entertained on this peint, upon a
perusal of the Regulations alone must, in the opinion of the Committee, be rem'n‘ved,
when reference is had to the expressed opinion of the Legislature, which, in its previsions
for the permanent Institutien, has vested even the appointment of the Superintendent himself
in the Comumssioners.

It is true that by the second article of the printed Rnles and Regulations, the Medical
Superintendent is to superintend every thing conneeted with the internal management of the
Institution, and the well being of the patients, and to see that his directions, relative to the
Medical and moral treatment of the patients, are properly attended to. Bnt te give snch &
construction to thi< provision as would place the dismissal of servants, direetly, or by indirect
means of repeated suspensions, in his hands, would, in the opinion of the Commitiee, be a
strained construction of the provision itself, and be moreover entirely inconsistent with that of
the first article of the Rules by whieh ¢ the hiring and discharging servants” is expressly placed
in'the hands of the Commissioners. It appears to the Commitiee also that the opinion ex-

ressed in Mr. Secretary Daly’s letrer to the Commissioners, of the 24th July, 1846, was not
mtended to interfere with the superior anthority of the Commissioners in those matters, but
rather to provide for that mutual harmony of action, which onght to subsist between them and
the Medical Superintendent. Indeed the Report of the Commissioners, of the 24th April
following, shows clearly that snch was the construction pnt upon that letter, and that it was
not considered as transferring any part of these powers to the Superintendent. This constrne-
tion pat upon Mr. Secretary Daly’s letter by the Commissioners, was evidently acquiesed in
by the Government at the time, as no step appears to have been taken te correct this opinion
of the Commissioners, which, had they fallen into an error, as to the intention of the Govera-
ment in so important a particular, it seems reasonable te suppose, would have been done.

The Comumittee are therefore of opinion that the renewal of the suspension of Keeper
Hungerford, after the case had been heard and disposed of by the Commissioners without, as
it would seem, any new cause for suspension, was beyond the powers vested in the Medical
Superintendent by the Rules and Regulations of the Institution.

The Committee having thus disposed of the original issne between the parties, cannet
avoid repeating the expression of their regret at what appears to be the state of feeling that has
unfortunatefy sprung np in the course of the transactions ont of which it eriginated. And
they would respectfully recommrend that the Commissioners should be reminded hew much.
it depends upon them to secure that deference towards the Medical Superintendent on the
part of the servants of the establishment. and that erder and discipline amongst the servants
themselves, withont which the Institution cannot be satisfactorily or usefully eonducted. The
air or manner of a person may freqnently be more really destructive of sach discipline than
some act of neglizent omissien, or even of divect disregard of orders. The Committee have
been led to this remark not only from the general character of the complaints made by the
Medical Superintendent, but from observing that the Commissioners have thonght preper to
restore to his place in the Asylum a party reported by the acting Superintendent, as of a temper
#ll calcnlated for any employment in the management of Lunatics, as having been negligent in
his attendance, and as having been guilty of actual violence to one of the patients.

The Committee, nnder all the circumstances, do not feel calted upon to advise a direction
to the Commissioners to remove this person at present, but they feel convinced that unless an
entire change takes place in his carriage and demeanour, as represented in these Documents,
the Commissioners themselves will find it necessary to do so ere long.

The Committee also feel it necessary to express their entire concurrence iu the epinien
expressed by the acting Superintendent, that no snch foree as that reported to have been made
use of towards the frantic patients, by the four keepers, should have been applied without the
anthority of that officer, when the snpposed occasion for it acose, while he was within reach
to express an opinion as to its necessity.

The Committee feel some apprehension that unless prevented by a rizorous exertion of
autherity on the part of the Commissioners over the servants of the establishment, enforcing’
at once deference towards the Superintendent and harmony of action among themselves, the
Cowmmissioners will ultimately find it necessary to resort to a substitution of an entirely new
corps of servants for those at present employed. Such is often found the only remedy for
evils ofthis kind. and the Committee trnst that should the necessity for such a measure ariee,
the Commissioners will uct with promptitude and vigor in carrying it into effect.  Itis not tes
be epdured.that the quiet of the establishment, and consequently the welfare of the patients, i
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to be saerificed to auch jealousies or jeopardized by protracted investigations for the pnrpose
of adjnsting nicely the exact & nount of blame attached to each. Every officer and servant of
the establishment must be made to feel his subordination to his superior, and the report of
such superior ought as a general rule to be conclusive as to his misconduct.

. Ifitbe objacted that this would place the subordinates too much in the power of their
immediate superiors, the Commitiee would remark that unless this amonnt of dependence can
be placed in such superiors, they are themselves not fic for the station which they fill.

The Committee trusts that both the Commissioners and the Superintendent will lose no
time in bringing the Institution inte a proper state of order and discipline, preparatory to the
transfer of the Establishment to the permanent Institntion, as it is understood that the new
buildings will probably be ready for the reception of patients in the course of the ensuing
Spring or Summer. While the confidence reposed in both the Commissioners and the Su-
perintendent by the Government and the anxious desire to discharge their duty 1o the Publie,
whieh the Committee are confident must be felt by both, so imperatively calls for.

Certified. (Signed) J. JOSEPH.

The above Minute of Council thus decides between the parties the points
in issue :

SUPERINTENDENT.

1. That the Superintendent ought not to have disclosed to the Govern-
ment the defective cendition of the Institution, as appears to be intimated in
the first paragraph.

2. That the renewal of the suspension of a servant deemed however un-
worthy, is an excess of power, without fresh cause of complaint.

THE BOARD.

That the Board ought not to have reinstated Keeper Craig, “ reported by
the Medical Superintendent as of a temper ill calculated for any employment
in the management of Lunatics, as having been negligent in his attendance,
and as having been guilty of actual violence to the patients.”

2. That they should enforce deference towards the Medical Superintend-
ent on the part of the servants and harmony among themselves.

3. That they should not disturb the lunstitution with protracted investiga-
tions upon complaints.

4. That every officer and servant of the Establishment should be made to
feel h's subordination to his superior,and that the report of such superior ought,
as a general rule, to be conclusive as to his misconduct. y

5. This is summed up in the subsequent Minute of Council in these words :
* The power of the Commissioners, as respects the servants ol the Institution,
ought, except in very extreme cases, to be always exercised in_ accordance
with the views of the Superintendent and in support of his authority.”

" 6. That they should, with the Superintendent, *lose no time in bringing:
the Institation into a proper state of order and discipline.” .

.. 7. That the Government continued its confidence in both parties.

- To the adjudication of the government I most cheerfully assented, and by.
it afterwards scrupulously regulated every action. Had the Commissioners
with due deference to the Government, acted upon the principles above laid
down (in conformity, too, with their professions) there could never have been
any room for re-suspension, irritating inquiries, or injurious collisions. "

But disappointed by the contents of the Minute of Council, and writhing
under the just censure inflicted, and the wholsome advice administered to
them, the Commissioners undertook against me a new series of persecutions, and
at the same time chided the government for their unwelcome rebukes ; till,,
in the end, they brow-beat them, as will be hereafter seen, into my dismissal.:
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It was after their return from Montreal, in possession of the views and
instructions of the government from their intercourse with them; and after
they had in theit document to them declared, as Ministers of God, ‘that no
person would ever be retained whom the Medical Superintendent thought
nnsuited to his duties;” that thesz very Reverend Delegates restored keeper
Craig. . This breach of goodfaith, violation of their official pledges and high
contumacy towards the Government, entitled the Lunatics, myself, and the
officers under me, to a full measure of protection. But the very men who
‘could dismiss me, merely for convenience sake, could not screw their courage
high enough to direct the dismissal of the servant, though the conduct, to be
sure, is condemned. The antagonism, however, having been referred to
them, and its adjustment assumed, it was not a proper occasion with high-
minded and independent men, to condescend to this pusillanimity in official
duty, this unequal adjudication of pending difficulties and undignified conces-
sion to an acknowledged wrong, even in ecclesiastics and their followers.

Suppose the Ministers of State in Europe or America were informed that
the overseers of their country estates persisted in retaining servants guilty of
turbulence in their behaviour and violence to their masters dogs and cattle—
or suppose the same is reported to be the cruel position of their own children
—would these men of official rank thus write : “ We, under all these circum-
stances, do mnot feel called upon to advise a direction to remove these servants at
present” ! Yea—would they not instantly leave the affairs of state, to look
after these affairs at home for instant correction? Very well—should they
feel less sympathy for Lunatics than for dogs and cattle. And if the prompt-
ings of nature are more tender for their own children than for dependent
Lunatics, where, in behalf of the latter, are the appointed and all-sufficient
substitutes, viz, the influences of an enlarged philanthropy, the responsive be-
nevolence of exalted statiom, and the voice of conscience answering to the
touching appeal of so many benighted souls ?

It would have been satisfactory had several members of the administration,
when visiting for weeks their own happy families and sumptuous homes, dur-
ing the pendency of these difficulties, been graciously pleased to cross the
threshhold of the abode of our humiliated nature, to search after the truth with
the spirit of ‘the christian, or the eye of the statesman, or the general interest
of citizens.

But considering myselfan officer of the government, I felt myself bound while
in office. to submit myself to their pleasure, even should it to my mind appear
at variance with governmental dignity and executive rectitude towards the
insane,—I, therefore, did not suspend Craig, but allowed him to renew his old
career in the Asylum, and bowed to the indignity.—Keepers Hungerford and
Craig having been reinstated by the Board, it was not long before fresh dere-
liction of duty obliged me, in my own defence, again to request theirdischarge.
But even when a strong and irresistible case is made out, the Board still make
their compliance a ground for insult aud injury to the Medical Superintendent,
This is exemplified in the following instance ;—

Asylum, 2nd November, 1848.
To the Board of Commissioners :

GenrLeMeN,—On the evening of my return from Montreal I visited the asylum at nine
o’clock. On my arriving at the attic dormitory, I found the night waich, composed of
keepers Craig and Hungerford, undressed and in their beds, sleeping soundly ; an open
candle was left burning on a box in the apartment ; a Lunatic was walking about the ward ;
the clothing of the patients was carelessly strewed about their beds, and many of them with
their day-caps on their heads, and two with their drawers on—all of which was directly
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contrary to the order recorded on the Superintendent’s minute book, and expressly under.
stood by all of the keepers, as well as the steward and matron A farious patient might,
nnder such neglect of duty, have fullen on others and re enacted the sccnes of violence and
personal injury which, in a serious degree, recently occurred in the case of Daniel Kerr ;
and a'l this might have happened with as little noise as was required to awaken them. The
evil arising from a lighted candle thus left, is an obvious source of danger, greatly enhanced
by the presence of ungnarded lunatics, often disposed to deeds of mischief

Ia requesting of the Board the discharge of these keepers, who have already heretofore
80 abundanily proved their unworthiness, I feel it to be the only way to exonerate mysolf.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,
G. H. PARK.

This complaint against thece favourite keepers of the Commlssioners, was received by
them in a spirit faithfully comporting with their past conduct towards me and my prede-
cessors. Having so far already felt their way as 10 know how successfully they could coerce
and deceive the Government, they set at nought the injunctions conveyed io them in the
minute of council; and, instead of acting on my represeatation, they questioned its truth.
The steward was required 1o corroborate my statement, just as the Mayor had to corroborate
the Rev. Commissioner Roaf’s. Nor was this deemed sufficient ; other keepers were called
up to see if conflicting testimony could not be obtained to justify their refusal. The evidence,
however, being conclusive, they displiyed their morufication by recording their action in
terms which were sure to impress the Government and every reader of their minutes in present
and futare times, with the belief, that I had obtained the dismissal upon frivolous grounds,
to which they had yielded in a spirit of questionable concession 10 a tyrant of a Medical
Superintendent.—Omitting all the most exsentinl particulars of the complaint, contained n my
representation to them, they thus record the discharge of the keepers and the reasons for it.

A “2nd November, 1848,
¢ The Rev. H. Grasett in the Chair.
J. ROAF,
J. EASTWOOD,
J. EWART.
M. T. O’BEIRNE,
DR. BEAUMONT,
“ That the keepers Craig and Hungerford, having contrary to orders allowed the patients
‘¢ in the attic ward to have their body clothing during the night on, and about their beds, be
¢ discharged.”

The confidence of the keepers in the laxity of the Board, and the disposi-
tion to embarrass me either by corrupt acquiescence or injurious refusal, will
appear in the following transaction. Without awaiting any previous commu-
nication with me, they came to a resolution to allow the Assistant Steward,
Cronyn, to attend the Medical Lectures during the session 1848 and 1849 at
the University of King’s College, with the permission at the same time to
retain his situation in the Asylum on full pay; provided he could obtain the
concurrence of the Medical Superintendent, as is shown by the following
Minutes of the Board.

Board of Commissioners, Thursday, 26th Oct. 1848.
Present—Rev. J. Roaf in the Chair,—Rev. J. Graseit, J. Ewart, Esq., J. Easiwood, M. J.
) Obeirn, Doct. Beaumont.

Received a memorial from Mr. J. Cronyn requesting permission to attend certain
courses of Medical Lectures in the University.

Resolved,—That Mr. J. Cronyn, the Assistant Steward, be allowed, as he was in the
years 1846-47, to be absent from the Asylum for as many hours during the day, for the pur-
pose of attending Medical Lectures, as the Medical Superintendent may think he can spare
from his duties in the Asylum, without injury to the Insutution, provided that he does, as
heretofore, apply his medical knowledge in assisting the Medical Superintendent, by com-
pounding medicines, cupping, bleeding, &c., when required ;: and if it should be found that
the interests of the Institution in any degree suffer, that immediately the privilege of absence
be withdrawn.
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If [ acquiesced, it was doing wrong; if I dissented, I incurred from the

disappointed keeper and his confederates, fresh hostility.  Assuming (however)
honesty to be the best policy, and confiding in the integrity of the Government
to sustain me in rectitude of action, I addressed to the Commissioners the fol-
lowing letter .—

To the Board of Commissioners: :
. Asylum, 2nd Nov. 1848.
GENTLEMEN,

I have carefully considered the minnte made by rhe Board upon the subject of Mr.
Cronyn’s application for leave to attend the University Medical Lectures. It appears incon-
sistent with my daty to give the assent desired from me. It would be, in my op'nion, an
unwarrantable interference on my part, with an attendant whose time belongs wholiy to the
Institution, and whose absence would impose increased labour on the other utiendants, whose
duties are already sufficiently onerous.

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen,
Your Oved’t Serv't,
GEO. H. PARK.

They next assailed me with a star-chamber inquiry, accusing me of pro-
fessional incompetency in the treatment of two surgical cases, and of the
offence of empioying the Porter (Byrne) and head-keeper, Cronyn, in the
compounding of medicine, and of habitual inaitention tu the patients :—

Copy of a Lelter of Accusation against the Medical Superintendent from the
Board of Commissioners.
i S50 2

Temporary Lunatic Aeylum,

Toronto, 30th November, 1848. }
To the Hon’ble J. Leslie, Provincial Secretary.

SIr

" Tam directed by ihe Board of this Institution, to forward to His Evcellency the
Governor-General, a Statement this day adopted by them in reference to two cases of apparent
neglect of patients on the part of the Medical Superintendent, together with the testimony in
full on which that statement is based.

My instructions also are to inform His Excellency that the Board did not call in the
Medical Superintendent, during the investigation in which that testimony was elicited, the
reason for that omission being the difficuliy there is in the Board holding any communication
with that gentleman. )

. I have the honor, Sir,
to remain your ob’t Serv’t,
J. ROAF, Chairman pro.tem.
A true copy,
Ww. Ramsay, Steward,

Eztract from the Report of the Commissioners, complaining of Dr. Park's
Employment of Byrne.

' *¢Some time afterwards he told Edward Byrne to wash the wound and dress it with ad-
hesive plaster. This Byrne was a gardiner till he came into the institution, where for nearly
two yeors he was a Keeper, and has for almost three years been the Porter. He cannot
read Iéntin: and has never been instructed as to the preparing of Medicines, or dressing of
wounds.”’ : - : W

‘Upon the employment of Cronyn the Report says : : ad To

¢ Upon the paticnts removal to the Branch Asylum he was in a similar manner left to

the judgment and care of the Deputy Steward.”” (Cronyn.) sy

.- Althoughthe Government did never honor me with a copy of any documents

sent to them by the Board, yet I addressed the Provincial Secretary the fol-
lowing letter :

Sir, :

B i, { I have received from the Steward documents purporting to be a copy of a letter to
you, wiu;)a a(l!memem adopted by the Board, and the testimony in full on which that state:
ment is based. : L pas SEst & R
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. These documents are intended to Impeach me as Medical Superintondent before Hia
Excellency.

I have therefore without delay addressed myself to you on the subject, and request the
honor of'your conveying to His Excel.ency my perfect readidess and ubility to meet and repel
all theee charges whenever His Excellency may be pleased te afford me an opportunity of
doing so.

It is, indeed, true that I was neither apprised of the proceeding of the Bonrd nor invited to
attend. Their personal animosity isnvowed as the ground for denying me the benefit of those
rules of impariality and fairness, which distinguish similar proceedings, affecting the reputa.
tion of public or private men, in every count:y in the world that is free and civilized. This
acknowledged animosity would have been o good roason for the most scrupulous regard to
my just rights of derence before my accusers and judges; but it fals asa reason for subject.
ing me to an inquisitoril proceeding where this animosity could display its acuvity without
a check and consumate its purposes in secret without the light of duy.

I make no comment on the witnesses thus brought against me, because His Excellency
is already aware of the facts bearing upon this point. No one charge against e is more
untrue than another ; bu: I may be permitted 1o advert to the cruelty of the allegation that
1 had improperly employed an incompetent Porter to make up the medicine for the patienta.
The Commiseioners had allowed him (as his evidence shows) to discharge this duty for Dr,
Telter for two years, with their acquiescence ; and during the earlier part of his employ.
ment, there might have been room for questoning his capability.  But it is not just to forget
their former license, in order to make it now appear as a charge agninst me. [ have only
continued him in his duty, after his past employmen! had insured his fitness. The intimation
in the evidence that he cannot read Latin, might induce a belief that the prescriptions are
written in that language, though it is known and is apparent that they were by Dr. Telfer,
and are by me, written in English. If it was wrong in me to continue in the duty a man
who was ance a * gardiner and farmer, and ignorant ot Latin,” it was still more objcctionubie
to sanction it when he began. He was in Dr. Telier’s time examined by Dr. Beaumont, and
by him pronounced fit.

Mr. Cronyn has been a Medical Student for three years, and attended the Medical
Lectures at the University in the winter of 1846 and 1847. He also fills the situation called
the Assistant Steward, at the Branch.

I rely upon the justice of His Excsllency to afford me the amplest justice which my
ease requires.
Ihave the honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient and humble servant,
GEO. H. PARK.

The reader may contrast this insinuation to the government with the Reso«
lution of the Board, of the 26th October, above given.

Next to the atrocious acts already mentioned, is this most unprincipled
proceeding. Although placed directly by the crown as Medical Superinten-
dent over the Asylum ; yet the Board of Commissioners, without any previous
communication, with or from the Government, erect themselves into a secret
tribunal to try me for mal-practice in my surgery, and for hazarding the pois-
oning of the patients through the porter and head-keeper.  Reputation is
Justly valued by every man— professional reputation is doubly so: for its loss
Involves not only general fame, but worldly fortune; the very means of living,

Conceive, then, Christian Ministers joining, I ought to say seducing, others
of the Board to conspire in a seeret act basely calculated to ruin me in charac-
ter ‘as a'man, and as a physician. ’

To this most presumptuous assumption of jurisdiction is added the crim-
inal mode of proceeding. The Commissioners take the evidence of the*
keepers, even of Hungerford and Craig, the two discharged kecpers : and if I
am not bound to give them credit for more refinement in their moral sense
than is herein displayed by the Board itself, a man’s reputation stands in fearful
hazard—1 am not allowed an opportunity of hearing the evidence or cross-
examining the witnesses. The evidence is not given under the sanction of ag
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oath : =1 am not allowed an opportunity of calling professional men to justify
myself against the crude netions of ignorant, discharged and irritated keepers.

The base and calummnious result of this star-chamber procceding
is transmitted to the government! It is filed as an everlasting record
against me in the archieves of my native country! It is emblazoned by the
Commissioners on their minutes to render my professional infamy as lasting
as the Asylum. 1 ask for an inquiry, and the governmen refuse it !—The
government dismiss me!  Dismiss me with all this imperishable scandal, to
tarnish my name and utterly blot my professional reputation. Dismiss me
when there is much besides which malice has indicted in the minutes of the
Board, and which has emanated from them in anonymous libels, and unblush-
ing falsehoods in the newspapers of the day ! Dismiss me without pronounc-
ing *“ on the correctness or incorrectness of the statements!” Dismiss me
without condescending * to condemn or acquit!” Dismiss me with a load of
accusations—with the refusal of an inquiry! And yet supply these libels to
Parliament to be read, printed, published, and distributed to my injury, with-
out even proposing an antidote !—a course which has rendered the publication
of this narrative necessary.

I have hunted for a precedent in the history of Tory government in the
country, from the days of Gore to those of Corporne. I am humbled in
finding none. The Tories have, in too many instances, been severe to
their political opponents ; but not an instance like this, of treachery and
abandonment towards their friends—1It is without its parallel.

I have sincerely to thank Dr. Workman and Dr. Morrison for their testi-
mony, as conveyed in the following letters : —

Toronto, 12th February, 1843.
DEAR Sir,

I have received your note of this morning, in which you state that your
¢ treatment of the cases of Daniel Carr and James McLelland, patients under your charge in
the Temporary Lunatic Asylum, having been condemued by the Comumissioners, upon the
judgment of the servants of the Institution, you are desirous of havingan expression of my
opinion upon the subject.”’

In compliance with the above request T have mnch pleasure in being able to bear testi-
mony to the propriety and efficiency of the treatment pursued by you in both of the cases
referred to. I visited the two branches of the Asylum in the first week of December last, for
the purpose of ascertaining the condition of the pauents, and the state of the wards, with a
reference to certain sanatory precautions which, as Chairman of the Board ot Health, I was
desirous of recommending, in anticipation of the approaching pestilence, Asiatic Cholera ;
and I had a fair opportunity afforded me, on that occasion, of ascertaining from yourself and
the ward servants, full and minute details of the cases of Carr and McLelland. [ am con-
vinced that any member of the profession to whoin these cases should be submitted in the
same terms as those in which they were brought under my attention, and belore whom the
patients themselves should be placed for inspection, would, without hesitation, concur in the
opinion which I have herein expressad ; and I carnot understand how it 18 possible that the
Commissioners have, as you inform me in your note, felt warranted in impugning your treat-
ment. 1believe thereis nota Practiticner in this Province who would feel at all ashamed of
the cases of Carr and McLeiland were he brought before a competent and impartial tribunaly
to render an account of them, after having so well succeedec in restoring the injured parts to
a sound state.

The loss of sight, in Carr’s case, was a result for which I was fully prepared, after hearing.
the details of the case, and examining the numerous scars remaining on the face. Had the
treatment of the wounds been improper, the patient’s face would certainly have presented a
different appearance from that which it had when I saw him.

Iam, Sir, with much respect,

Truly yours, p
(Signed) J. WORKMAN, M.D,
Dr. Park, &c, Toronto. > .
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Toronto, 12th February, 1849.
Dear Sir,

In reply to your note requesting my views of the surgical treatment of two
of theinmates of the Asylum, who had been injured, my attention having been called o their
cases, I'beg tostate that it was throngh the Steward on one of my dnily visits, and on the
occasion of a conversation with him relative to the generul managemeut of such un establish-
ment, and the qualifications of the persons employed therein, that he mentioned these partc-
ularly unfortunate occurrences ; und I snw nothing in their “‘surgical treatment” but whut was
to your professional credit, either in the case of Keerr’s eyes, or McLelland’s face, cut by a hoe.
The loss of sight of the former appeared 1o me to have been inevitable from the severity of
the injury inflicted ; and the wound on the face of the other was healed with far less deformity
than | was prepared to expect after so mutilating an injury.

As to the Porter, so called, (his name I do not now recolleet) who had dispensed medi-
cine during the administration of yourgelf and Predecessors, 1 found by enquiry of hirm, aris-
ing out of my desire to be satisfied of his fitness for the duty, that he was gualified, and I
‘accordingly entrusted him, and should feel fully justified in doing so again. You are per-
mitted to make such use of this as you may think proper.

I am, Dear 3ir, yours truly,
(Siguned) T. D. MORRISON.
Dr. Park, &c., Bay-St.

The charge in the Star-Chamber inquiry, of inattention to the Lunatics, is
sufficiently answered by the acknowledged improvements in the clothing,
cleanliness and ventilation.

~In their zeal, indeed, to traduce me, they have in their communication to
the Government, proved too much. The Rev. Commissioner Roaf, for the
Board, says that T “ spent in the wards of the general Institution, where there
are above a kundred patients scatteved in eight or nine apartments, besides t/e
cells only from five to fifteen minutes in a visit.”’—Now mno man could in five
minutes do much more than wallk wup stairs and down again—If T spent, as
stated, only 5 minutes in the wards, there would be about half a minute for each
ward, inclusive of the time of going from ward to ward and from one story toano-
ther, besides the cells. Andtaking the maximum time of 15 minutes, then there
would be 14 minutes for each ward, inclusive of the necessary steps for access
to them successively. This is as preposterous as it is wilfully and maliciously
untrue. The time specified may have been spent in a visit to one or more
patients requiring special medical attendance ; but the records of the Institu-
tion, the prescriptions, the directions, the admissions, the discharges, the re-
corded history of cases, the various improvements in progress or already
perfected, and the increase of the comforts, happiness, health, and recoveries
of the patients, afford irrefragable proof that this misrepresentation is based in
malice and consummated by the natural fruit of the star-chamber, where the
evidenee was garbled, perverted, and suppressed, with barely light enough to
render ““ the darkness visible.” .

The following, I find from the Parliamentary papers, is a main part of the
complaints submitted by the Reverend Delegates to the Government :—

‘¢ Shortly alter entering upon his duties, this gentleman manifested a disposition to in-
terfere in the general affairs of the institution, which had previously been managed by the
commissioners ; for instance, he gave orders respecting the diet of the servants (of those of
the domestic department, as well as those of the wards) ; prohibiting the use of beer, even in
the small quantities which had alwayt heen allowed. Healso made arrangements with a mer-
chant, for the supylying of a large quantity of blankets; thus, not only assuming a duty
belonging to the board. but infringing upon the arrangements by which all articles involving a
large expenditure, are to be open to competition, and purchased under contract. Then he in-
sisted upon a right to be present at the meetings of the board, in defiance of the rules and
regulations which provide for his attendance only when required.” ‘

I shall offer a few remarks on the above animadversions on my conduct.
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Tam charged with interfering with the duties of the Board about the
clothing and blankets. These are briefly the facts: The deficiency in these
articles rendered it necessary for the Medical Superintendent to make a re-
quisitien for a considerable amount of material for clothing, to which was add-
ed the item of blankets. This requisition was sanctioned by the Board, with-
out any exception as to the blankets; aitd the Medical Superintendent was
requested by them to attend to the purchase of the large bills (as they termed
it) ; with which request [ acquiesced.— No contract was ordered by the Board.
The Bill was sanctioned, euntered in the Steward’s Book ; and therefore as
usual to be purchased under his discretion. Respecting the fulfilment of the
order, I consulted Mr. MeMaster, a wholesale Merchant. On a subsequent
meeting, Mr. O'Beirne finding that his son-in-law, Mr. O'Dea, had missed his
usual bargains, expressed his dissatisfaction in a manner unbecoming and
unjast to me. I was glad, therefore, to be relieved from what I had, on request,
sgreed to do,—and I never in any other way or manner interfered “in such
matters. On another occasion they advertised for tenders for clothing, and
after receiving them, violated cood faith with the parties, by distributing the
orders arbitrarily by way of patronage: Commissioner O’Beirne’s son-in-law
getting his share, while Mr. Lawson, being the lowest who had tendered
the best article, should have had the entire contract, instead ofa portion of it.
It is, therefore, untrue that [, at any time, voluntarily obtruded myself upon
such matters belonging to the Board.

Being required by the laws *generally to superintend everything con-
nected with the internal management of the Institution,” it was my duty to
attend to proper diet ; and if beer was used to excess to notice it, and secure
its prohibition. = The bill for beer exceeded £25 for the quarter previous to
my entering on duty. Is this a small quantity or amount in the estimation of
the Board? Tne next quarter was about £3 for beer—the next quarter
nothing ; thus saving «£100 a year besides insuring sobriety.  Are not intoxi-
cating liquors and tobacco, in an Asylum, considered as medirines, distributed
at the discretion of the Medical Superintendent. and not at the discretion of -
the Commissioners 7 As the Institution had been by the Commissioners in
their late investigation, convicted of intemperance, and the late Steward dis-
graced, was it unwise in the Medical Superintendent to seek the abolition of
such liquors, or unwise in the commissioners to complain against me for it
In the Asylumsin the United States entire abstinence is the law,

It is alleged, I sought to be present at the meetings of the Board. To
secure “ the necessary harmonious action and co-operation between the Board
and Medical Superintendent” existing in every other Institution, it is scarcely
consistent to shut the door against me. ~ There is nothing more proper than
the presence of the Medical Superintendent in all deliberations on the *inter-
nal affairs of the Institution which he is required to superintend.” If T, on.
first assuming my duties, erroneously interpreted the law to require my pre-
sence at the Board, without on any second occasion claiming it, it is still more
objectionable in the Board to treat the Medical Superintendent with so little
courtesy and confidence as to render the claim necessary, 1 certainly, at first,
construed the law to require my presence.

In addition to the persecutions and accusations already mentioned, the
Board (or the portion calling themselves the Board,) descended so low, as to
engage in an anonymous newspaper libel against me ; which will be found
in full in the appendix, with the attacks made on me, and my defence, as they
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appeared in the Globe. The defence might have comprehended more partic-
ulars and have been more effective, had I not wished scrupulously to keep
within the narrowest bounds, so as to avoid the very appearance of going be-
yond the exigencies of the case. I had religiously avoided, by myseli or my
friends, being concerned directly or indirectly in any thing appearing in the
newspapers beyond what duty required me to subscribe with my name; and
therefore felt the injustice of the Government in giving their sanction to a
further mode of attack upon me, unexampled in any kindred Institution in
the world. The most malicious ailegation is the one which charges me with
the false entry of an order, dated the 20th June, upon a day long subsequent
to its date. The following letter will enable the public to judge of its false-
ness, as well as of the general course of the commissioners who were thus
assailing me :—
Toronte, 12th February, 1849,
To Gro. H. Panx,
“ Late Medical Superintendent of the Lunatic Asylum,
m :

¥ We have examined the entry made by you, that, ¢¢ there must not hereafter, be
two excited patients put into she same cell ata time.””  And find that the entry itself carries
with it (independent of circumstantial proot) the fullest evidence of having been written at the
time of ite date, the 20th June, and not subsequently in September, as alleged by the Reverand
Commissioner Roaf. A

(Signed)

J. LESSLIE,

SAM’LL.. WORKMAN,
R, 1. BRI,

E. F. WHITTEMORE.

While attending to my official duties amidst the foregoing and many other
perplexities around me, from the same source, I received the following Minute
of Council :— N

Eztract from a Report of a Commitlee of the Honourable the Executive Council om
Matters of State, dated 29th November, 1848, approved by His Excellency the
Governor-General in Council on the same day.

The Committee of Executive Council have had under consideration, upen Your,
Excellency s relerence, a letter from the Rev. Mr. Grasett, one of the Commissioners of the
Temporary Lunatic Asylam at Toronto, with the accompanying Memorandum of the sixth of -
November instant, signed by himself and certain others of the Commissioners. .

These gentlemen, for whom individually, as well as collectively, i} is almost m!perﬂuolu to.
eay, that the Committee feel every respect, aeem by the course of their remarks in this docu-
ment to have forgotten that the original reference to Your Excellency commenced by an
appeal made by the Medical Superintendent. 1678

That appeal arose specifically out of the suspension of a leeper by the Acting Medical
Superintendent. This suspension was attempted to be enforced by a re-suspension . of the-~
same party by that Officer, after the Board had disposed of the ease. Which re-suspensiom
bhaving been resisted by the Board, an appeal was thereupon made by the Medieal Superinten-_
dent to Your Exeellency—and that this was the light in which the Board itself at the fime
viewed it, is evident from their own resolution, adopted at a‘meeting held ter days after the~
date of the Superintendent’s first letter to the Government, and ealled exp.resslx‘wnh;.referﬂlcc;,
to the * antagopism,” as it is in their minutes termed, between the Medieal anpe_rmlelule_m,
and the Board. In this resolution the Comwissioners submit the whole matter 1o the consid-_
eration of the Government, * in order that the Board or the Medical Superintendent may b;',
“ snstained in the position which they respectively assnmed as the Government nay see fit.””.
A Resolution in which issue is thus joined on the appeal, and the object of such appeal thus

>

explicitly declared. '
As regards the case of the Frantic Patient referred to in their former Minute and alluded ,
to in the document new before them the Committee would remark—
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That reference to it in the former Minute, was rather an illustration, by way of example,-
of what they conceived the proper course on such occasions, than a condemnation, even of
the Keeper, in respect of the given case. mnch less as a condemnation of the Commissioners
==and it was so referred to expressly * as reported,” without assuming that there might not
exist explanatory circumstances. which, had the matter been taken up as one of cowplaint to
be enqnired into, might have exonerated all from blanme.

The Committee had hoped, that when the subordination of the Medical Superintendent
to the Commissioners had been settled by Yonr Excellency’s decision, both the Commissioners
and the Saperintendent wonld have addressed themselves to their respective duties—the
Medical Superintendent in a spirit of respectful deference to the Commissioners which their
positonand anthority reqnired from him, and the Commissioners with the resolution of
aflfording every justand necessary snpport to that officer in the discharge of his very respon-
sible and delicate duties—and that the irritation arising out of past difficuliies and the
indiscreet nse of terms, unnecessary as respected the party to whom they were applied, and
objectionable as respecied the quarter to which they were addressed, would by means of
those mutnal explanations and concessions so perfecily consistent with the dictates of the
highest sellrespect, have been forgotten by both, in a common desire for public nsefulness.
They further hoped that the expression of the opinions which their former Minute contained
respecting the spirit in which the acknowledged power of the Commissioners ought to be
exercised in matters of the kind under consideration. weuld have conduced to that end. But
though in their opinion such snggestions were called for by the circumstances of the case, they
saw no reason to advise the withdrawing of Your Excellency’s confidence from Gentlemen
performing gratuitonsly a public duty of so arduons and responsible a character as that with
which the Commissioners are entrnsted.  Anu  believing that the ditficulty in which the
Medical Superintendent isinvolved was in a great measure caused by his having unfortunately
mistaken the scope of his anthority in relation to the Commissioners, and taking into consider-
ation his recent appointment and the fact that by the admission of the Commissioners them-
selves he had already effected salutary improvements in the Institntion, they did not deem it
expedient to advise the withdrawal of Your Excellency’s confideuce from that officer.

Having cowe to this conclasion it appeared to the Committee but due to the two parties,
whose collision appeared to themn to bave grown out of this unhappy mistake, to express their
continued confidence in both.

T he Committee have learned with surprise and regret, that the decision come to by
Your Fxcellency in their former Minute has been unsatisfactory to the Commissioners.
That decision was in direct support of the Commissioners and of their authority, and the
Comunittee are not aware of any instance in which the Commissivners have not been sustained
in the most ample manner by the Government. -

The action in the case of the late Superintendent affords sufficient proof of the consideration
given to the advice of the Commissioners.

Finally for the same reason that, the power of the Commissioners as respects the Servan's
of the Instlitution onght they think, except in very extreme cases, to be always exercised in
actordance with the views of the Supermtendent, and in support of his authority, the
Committee are of opinion that the power of the Government. so long as it sees no sufficient
reason for withdrawing its confidence from the Commissioners, ought, except in like cases of
extreme necessity, to be exercised in accordance with the views of the Commissioners and in
support of their authority.

The Government, placed at a distance, finds it necessary to delegate to persons on the
spot those powers reqnired for the constant supervision, control and direction of the Institu-
tion. The responsibility of the Government rests in the selection of proper persons for this
duty, while the more immediate respousibility for the administration of the Institution rests with
the persons thus appointed. .

The Act of Parliament for the management of the permanent Asylum fully establishes this
—and without at present expressing an opinion upon the provisions of that Act it appears to
the Conimittee, that had the Temporary Lunatic Asylum been originally placed upon the like
footing as to its government and management, difficulties of the kind which have recently
arisen woald have at all events been avoided. The Committee, for the reasons already stated,
had hoped that these difficulties would, in the manner suggested, have been overcome.

¢

Tf this has become impossible, it is for the Board of Commissioners to assume the
responsibility of recommending a specific course 1o the Government, and it will be time
enongh for Members of that Board to speak of resignation, when such recommendation shall
have been disregarded 1 any manner to deprive them of that moral influence which unless
taintained it will be impossible for them to conduct the Institation with success.” The Com-
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mittee hope therefore, that these Gentlemen will see that they have been premature in
tendering their resignation.

The Committee adhering therefire to their former Minnte see no reason to relieve the
Board of Commissioners from the responsibility that properly belongs 10 them, and have only
to remark in conclasion, that whenever that Board, so long as it continues to retain Yonr
Excellency’s confidence, have any recommendation to make, such recommendation will, the
Comuittee feel confident, receive from Your Excellency’s Government its best consideration,

Certified.
(Signed) J. JOSEPH.
EXTRACT.

The Committee of the Executive Conncil have had nnder their consideration upon yonr
Exellency’s reference, the letter of the Medical Superintendent of the Temporaty Lunatic
Asylum at "T'oronto of the 13th Nov. instant, expressing his consciousness of the truth and ine
tegrily of his actions in the matters referred 1o by the Commissioners i one of their communi=
cations with the Government on the subject of the ditficulties which have unhappily sprung
up between them, and conveying to your Excellency the expression of his readiness and ability
to repel them. whenever your Excellency may be pleased to afford an opportanity for doingso,

The Commtttee doubt not that the Medieal Superintendent feels the confidence that he
expresses. I'hey do not however think that it is the province of the Government to decide
the matter of personal feeling between that officer and the Commissioners, and the temper
manifested in the course of the contest sufficiently satisfies them, that such would most probas
l‘;ly be the sole resuit of entering upen such an investigation as the Medical Superintendent

esires.

The Committee cannot therefore, recommend yonr Excelleney to direct any such inquiry.
They have, in the minute on the letter of the Commissioners. sutficiently expressed the hopes
they entertained that the irritation arising ont of past difficulties might have been removed by
jndicious explanations and concessious.  Having been disappointed in that hope however,
they can bat await snch action on the part of the respective parlies as may require further
action on the part of your Excellency in the matter.

Certified.
(Signed) J. JOSEPH.

From the above Minu'e of Council it appears that tlie Government under-
stood that they had settled the antagonism, between me and the Board, which
had been by both parties referred to them. My subordination to the Com-
missioners was settled; and I, therefore, submitted to the restoration of
Craig, submitted without, what many might rightly think, becoming notice of
the offensise vituperation addressed against me by the Reverend Delegates
insultingly to the Government, and pursucd my duties in the Asylum without
affording the slightest ground for complaint.  How could there be any other
explanation or concession on my part, and how could it be mutual, when the
Board, or those Commissioners who called themselves the Board, refused to
submit to the Executive adjndication and officially declared to the Government

_that they would “ hold no further communication with me”? And they further

offer official indigunity by the threat that should 1 still retain the confidence of
the government (as the Government had avowed) they should resign. This
is cornering the Administration.— It was bringing them up to the mark, viz.,

. dismiss Dr. Park or we will resign. The Government, giving an undignified

and unjust submission to this predicament, aund after hesitating, like King
Herod, which of two disagreeable things to do, humbly begged the Commis-
sionersto retract their painful threat, and to relieve the Administration of the

_burden by taking upon themselves the responsibility of recommending a

specific, unjust and inconsistent course, viz , my dismissal.

The inquiry sought for and refused, was not merely due to me, but most
especially due also to the Lunatics. Their well-being must most materially
depend up'on the conduct of the Commissioners, and their con‘ormity to such
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Just views as may be recommended by their immediate superior, the Gover-
nor General. Their contumacy in so grave a matter, se;riously jeopardising
the inmates, required the Government to accept their resignation, not to suc=
cumb to their conditional threat of it.  The whole of the last Minute of Coun-
cil, while it pointedly abstaius from’even a general approval of their conduct,
contains intimations so preguant with just reproach, that no men, not merely
secking to be sataited with the revengeful pleasure of mv ruin, would or
could under it honourably have retained their position. Thus the Council, in
gentle terms felt by sensitive minds, charge them with fogetling the original
veference ; and convey a rebuke for their contumacy by stating that they “ Aad
4oped the Commissioners would (when the subordination of the Medical Su-
perintendent to them had been settled by His Excellency) have addressed
themselves to their duties”—had hopcd, they would do so, “ with the resolution
of affording every just and necessary support to the Medical Superintendent
in the discharge of his very responsible and delicate duties,” (a principle so
egregeously outraged in the very face of the Government, by the reinstation
of Craig over the Liunatics—#ad Aoped (perhaps the keenest cut of all) that
they would have forgotten irritation caused “ by their indiscreet use of terms,
unnecessary as respecting the party to whom they were applied and objec-
tionable as respected the gquarter to which they were addressed,” viz., the

ertinaciously retained offensive language insultingly addressed by the Rev'd
]IJ)elegate% to the polished mind of Lord Elgin—* #ad hoped that the express-
ion of the opinion, which their former Minute contained, respecting the spirit
in which the acknowled power of the Commissioners ong/t to be exercised in
matters of the kind under consideratien, would have conduced to that end.”
And because it did not conduce to that end, for the well-being of the Luna-
tics, they ought to have been dismissed, even had they not tendered their
resignation; particularly as the Government had already in their former
Minute of Couucil, reminded them of the impropriety of their conduct to-
wards the Medical Superintendent upon the complaints he submitted to them,
and “that it was not to be endured that the quiet of the establishment and
consequently the welfare of the patients should be sacrificed to such jealousies
or jeopardized by protracted investigations for the purpose of adjusting nicely
the exact amount of blame attached to each,” instead of accepting, *the re-
port of such superior ought as a general rule, to be conclusive as to his
misconduct.”

1t is stated in the last Minute of Council that “ the Government placed at a
distance. finds it necessary to delegate to persons on the spot those powers re-
quired for the constant supervision, control and direction of the Institution.”
But on that very account it is either necessary (as seems intimated) that the
Seat of Govornment should be more in the centre of the sphere over which it
exercises administrative vigilence, (which would again bring the Seat of Gov-
ernment to Toronto) or that the persons so delegated should be active, effec-
tive, faithful und conscientious in the discharge of their duties, and cheerfully
amenable to an ultimate appeal. If this delegated authority is not to be ques-
tioned or controlied by the power conferring it, it becomes absolute ; and it
becomes, too, irresponsible (the most dangerous and corrupt of all secondary
authorities) when the exercise of the superior power, in advising, awarding
and directing, is met by contumely, by resistance, by open violation, and by
threatening of resignation. 1f the Commissioners are to be sole and autocrat-
ical, above a word of advice or the duty of acquiescence, it would more com-
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port with things as they ought to be, that the Commissioners should assume
the Executive department of public affairs, and the Administration condescend
to act a second part in the sphere of delegation.

It is important to remark, that the RBeverend Messts. Roaf and Grasett,
with Dr. Beaumont, Messrs. O’'Beirne and Eastwood, out of the eleven com-
posing the Board, were the only agents in all the bitter agitation against me ;
and were the only persons, present at the Special Meeting to assume the
responsibility, thrown off, nominally, by the Government, to require my dis-
misal; but the names are artfully omitted in the communication to the
Government, to whom the resolution is reported as carried wunanimously :
Yet even of the five present, four were the same unscrupulous persons as form-
ed the meeting of the Board on the 20th day September, (see page 25,) when
Messrs. Roaf and Grasett entered on record, the satisfaction of the Board with
their conduct as Delegates, and at the same time reinstated Craig. Was it
just in the Government to ground their decision, in my case, on the acts of a
minority of the Board, when that minority was composed of the very persons
whose vindictive feelings had beeun already actually expressed to them by the
Delegates in Montreal, and contumaciously displayed in their subsequent
mis-conduct ? Is it right that I should, or that the Lunatics should, in such
grave matters, be conclusively injured by, possibly, such a guorum of three, al-
lowed by the Commission ? "

“ Placed at a distance.” And what better is the accountability before us,
than the accountability to Downing Street, the inefficiency of which is painfully
proverbial to this day ? If the local government becomes fearfully corrupt upon
the odious doctrine (of the Colonial Bureaucracy) of always supporting them,
right or wrong, against Parliament and people ; in what better condition will be
our divers local institations, if their local authorities are to be amenable to no
actual control, no effective counteraction under complaints, but always to be
treated with a complaisant evasion of their culpabilities, and a tolerance of dis-
graceful and acknowledged abuses ! Still more dangerous is this exceptionable
doctrine when connected with services held to be less amenable to reforma-
tion because Zonorary ! Is a debt of honor less binding morally than a debt
of law ? Ifa friend, refusing compensation, assumes an important agency in
my affairs, is he the less bound well to discharge the duty, or the less morally
auswerable for corruption about it? Do not the aristocracyin church and state
owe something, in the nature of benevolence, to the community in which
they aspire to personal and official distinction?  And how can the gratifica-
tion of their ambition or of their hunger and thirst after usefulness, justify this
doctrine of meritorious exemption, on account of their “onerous and gratuitous
duties,” from rectitude of action or the fullest responsibility to the fountain of
honor and power in the State? The rule laid down by the administration, is
the reverse of truth, and inconsistent with their professed principles; for the
rule expected from them was, that if responsibility was expected and would be
exacted from any, 1t would be from the rich and lofty ones of the world,
placed over the interests, the feelings and the wants of the poor and lowly. No
people in the world have suffered more than the people of Canada from the
abominable maxims laid down in my case. Throughout the suffering history
of the country, the scourge of the magistracy, (ever holding “ their onerous and
gratuitous offices” from the crown, with perfect immunity from the punish-
ment of their oppressions) was keenly felt and daily complained of, without
redress. And the aristocratic Commissioners of the Asylum, empowered with
their keepers, to beat, bruise, strait-jacket and incarcerate in cells the de-
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fenceless Lunatics, ought to be regarded with no corrupt partiality ; but the
same principles of honor, justice and goodfaith should have been equally
extended to me and the inmates, as 1o the Board. How did the inmates in
the Penitentiary in Kingston suffer from their Commissioners * with their
onerous and gratuitous services ’?  How long they suffered, at their irrespon-
sible hands, flagellations of body and deteriorations of mind, because gentlcmen
and priests could not be snpposed to do wrong, or be subjected to the low
practice of being called to an account ; inasmuch as such democratic conduct
towards them, would astound our reform government with the dreadful
threat of a “resignation”! In truth, the Penitentiary, the University, and the
Asylum. have fallen, from the same objectionable policy,into the same condition ;
those in the former have relief because seen and heard by their friends, while
those in the latter are doomed to unchanging hands, because uncredited in their
appeals and unsupported by the sympathy of those, who have literally converted
an Asylum into a  prison, upon whose threshhold comparatively few have ever
deigned to cast their shadow, or have power or influence to afford redress.

Suppose the case reversed. Suppose I had been thus truly reported to
the Government—(thank God, it is not my position)—that I had allowed to
lie in a state of disgraceful nudity (even beyond the unseemliness of savage
life) those who most needed that sympathy and redress, which I had never
extended to them, while the humane Commissioners had covered my shame
in the matter by clothing these naked and brutally treated objects of human
misery ;—that during years of careless duty, I had allowed, without a recorded
order against it, excited patients to be put together in the same cell ;—tlat
1 had allowed these loathsome cells to be the scenes of the daily and nightly
punishment of lunatics, made more frantic by the abuse ;—that I had insulted
the Commissioners with insulting importunities for the retention of Keepers
who fomented internal dissensions, and were convicted of intoxicaticn on
duty ;—that I had encouraged violence and cruelty to the patients by insisting
on the reinstatement of Craig, an act unmanly towards the Matron, and an
outrage against humanity and the Lunatics ;—that I had destroyed ail effectual
discipline, by contriving to have unworthy servants fully paid during the
whole period of penal suspension ;—that I had with unchristian apathy allow-
ed these friendless sufferers at my mercy, to pant under a summer’s sultry
heat, by dooming them to act the part of beasts of burden in drawing water
from the bay to the Institution ;—that I had attended neither to the ventilation
nor the fumigation of quarters imperatively needing it ;—that I had not secur-
ed even a bath in the Asylum, so essential to the comfort and cleanliness and
to the physical, moral and mental improvement of the inmates ;—that I had
introduced inhumanity and insobriety, by allowing (besides a large amount of
other intoxicating drinks) Beer at the rate of four hundred dollars a year,
besides tobacco, no-one knew how much ;—that I had manifested such marked
reluctance to attend the meetings of the Board, where my advice upon the
affairs of the Institution were naturally wanted, that they felt my longer co-
operation unwelcome ;—that [rom deficient interest, I even complained of the
trouble of aiding the Steward in purchasing the very articles they had ordered
at my request ;—that I had allowed the Lunatics to acquire habits of wildness
and disorder at their meals, incalculably affecting the moral improvement of
the patients ;—that I had advertised for tenders, and ou receiving them, had
broken good faith, by a corrupt distribution of the patronage among my
friends ;—that T had allowed, even after complaint by the Commissioners, the
patients to be fed with bad potatoes, not fit for swine;—that I had allowed
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them, against their repeated remonstrances, to go in a suffering conditiont
without shoes or stockings ;—that I had allowed the windows of their dining
room, and the very sheds erected by the Commissioners for the happiness and
exercise of the Lunatics in bad weather or under a burning sun, to be filled
with wood ,—that T had officially recorded official approbation of my own con-
duct, when it was done only by myself ;—that I had accused them in the most
indecorous language of “falsehood, treachety and illiterateness,” and that
aftet forcing it on the Govertiment, I had emblazoned it on my prescription
and order books before the whole household ;—That I had written in the
Asylum a libel against the Board and obtained its anonymous publication in
the Globe newspaper ;—that I had accused them in the newspapers of making
false entries in the Minute Book of the Asylum ;—that I had in a secret way,
withoat affording them intimation or access, collected, as in a star-chamber
the evidence of servants hostile to them, to prove them cuilty of high crimes
and misdemeanors; had suppressed known facts to make this criminality
falsely appear, and had (after dressing up the report and evidence with wilful
perversions and exaggerations) transmitted the same to the Government to
effect their disgraceful removal ;—That I had even allowed Miss Land, pay-
ing «£30 a year, to be literally imprisoned in an ill-lighted, ill-ventilated cell ;
— That amidst the most fearful and frantic yellings of a Lunatic under violent
management, I had turned the key on my door for security, and never ven-
tured to the scene of distress and abuse, to do my duty; *—That, I had by my

- whole conduct reduced the Asylum to the lowest grade in the known world

for sobriety, cleanliness, clothing and ventilation.

It is an awful catalogue for an Asylum !  But with such an arrray of facts
against me, I could neither expect or desire to be retained on duty witlout an
inquiry. Why, then, have the Commissioners been shielded ?  Why with
such charges, amassed from the records of successive Medical Superintendents;
are not the Lunatics (the most interested of all the parties) allowed such an in=
vestigation as shall either redress their wrongs or disprove their existence !

I am told, indeed, that my dismissal was preferred, because I was a paid
officer, while the Commissioners acted gratuitously, and were therefore enti-
tled to every concession from the Government. But the Government, when
appointing me, knew, and told both myself and my friends, the spirit with
which they expected me to be received and treated. The Government with-
drew me from my practice, knowing that it was surrendered and my property
sold at a loss. The Government, neither in the first Minute of Council nor at the
time of mv appointment, concealed their intention to bestow upon me the per-
manent office, and thereby led me into expectations and expences, which
could not, without good grounds, be justly or honorably disregarded. To ac-
cept the resignation ol the Commissioners was to comply with their own offer ;
to dismiss me, was to take away the very office with its emoluments, which
were the substitute for my lost business, and the remaining expectation of my
family. To accept the resignaiion of the Commissioners was to afflict them
with no pecuniary loss; to remove me was to take away the salary on which I
and my children depended. To accept the resignation of the Commissioners,
was to relieve them, in their own language, of *‘onerous and disagreeable
duties” ; to discharge me was to inflict a positive and serious injury. To ac-
cept the resignation of the Commissioners, was leaving them to the result of

* Note:—See page 14.—The evidence of the Medical Superintendent before the Board
on the case of Craig.
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their own choice; to dismiss me after “promptly and fully admitting my im-
provements in the clothing, cleanliness and ventilation ef the Asylum” was
directly incousistent with my acknowledged deserts. To accept the 1esigna-
tion of the Commissioners was in accordance with the just censures conveyed
to them in the several Minutes of Council ; to dismiss me was the infliction of
a wrong after every difference had been formally settled by the Gocernment
by the first Minute in Council, without the shadew of offence after my avowed
submission to it. To accept the resignation of the Commissioners was due to
the contumacious act of repelling the Executive adjudication ; to dismiss me
was undeserved, upon my respectful acquiescence. To accept the resignatiomn-
of the Commissioners was to give them their chosen substitate for an investi-
gation, which they dared not to ask or consent to; to dismiss me with the re-
fasal of an investigation, under the most atrocious charges, was cruel and un-
generous, and unjust in the extreme. The Government chose rather to ruin
me, than to 7elieve the Commissioners. And in the midst of my unabated and
unoffending exertions, in obedience to the Order in Council “to bring the In-
stitution into a proper state of order and discipline preparatory to the transfer
of the establishment to the permanent institution”, 1 received the following
singuler, and perhaps unexampled letter of dismissal :—
Secretary’s Office, Montreal, 26th December, 1848.

S1r,—I have the honour, by command of the Governor General, to inform yon that His
Excellency has bad under his consideration in Council, eertain resolations adopted by the
Commissioners of the Temporary Lunatic Asylum, ata meeting held on the 11th instant,
(of which a copy was transmitted for His Excellency’s eonsideration, en the same day),
requesting that youa might be relieved from your duties as Medical Superintendent of the
Institation.

His Excellency regrets much to find that the antagonism between the commissioners and
yourself has continued unabated, as His Excellency had hoped that the difficulties existin
between those gentlemen and yourself, might have been removed by mutual explanations ang
concessions; as, however, that expectation has unfortunately not been realized, His Exeel-
lency feels himself constrained, from a regard to the interests of the Institution and of the
public, to dispense with your services, as Medical Superintendent of the Institution. Yom
will therefore consider yoursell’ as relieved from those duties, from the date of the receipt of
this communication.

His Excellency feels the more pained at being eompelled to take this course, in conse-
quence of your having so recently received the appointment in question from His Excel-
leney’s hands.

I am at the same Llime tostate, that in adopling this course, His Excellency does not in
any way mean to pronounce upon the correctness or incorreetness of the facts alleged either
by the Commissioners or by yon, nor to condemn or acquit either party as respects the mat-
ters in issue belween them.

I have, &ec.,
(Signed,) J. LESLIE,
Secretary.
G. H. Parx, Esq.,
Medical Superintendnt Temperary Lunatic Asylum.

Upon this letter, the Editor of T/e Examiner offered the following striking
and stringent remarks : —

( From the Toronto Examiner, Jan. 3rd, 1849. )
LUNATIC ASYLUM.
Dismissat. oF Dr. Parx, asp Arpointmest oF DR. PRIMROSE.

In this number our readers will find a letter from the Provincial Segretary to Dr. Park ¢

we give the whole ol it: it will best convey to the public his dismi i in-
tendent, and the official explanation of Lheyact. public his, cismisen’ a8 AT SR

Frarless truth is expected from us by that public by whom we are sustained : and could
we be induced Lo bestow our sanction on evil deeds, from mere party considerations, we should
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only deem it exchanging one form of corruption for another. The despatch bespeaks its own
condemnation. A public officer, for many years the unchanging friend of liberal principles
and liberal men, was placed by the present Government as Physician and Superintendent of
one of the most important insiitutions in the country. Kuown and respecied for his moral
worth and professional experience, he enjoyed the esterm and confidence of more than the
Western section of the Province. From the steady exhibition ol political fidelity he conld as
little expect as deserve unmerited abandonment. Placed in this position by men whom he
had personally served in their career for pluce and honour, he had a right to expect, and the
community have aright to demand, the extension to him of those maxims ol justice in the
violation of which every man, private or public, is deeply intercsted. Wrongs which have
been perpetrated against one (riend to-day,may be as unscrupuiously visited upon another to-
morrow ; and it is, indeed, only by such acts, that we can judge of the irue characier of the
policy which forms the seeret springs within the bosoms of compromising public men.

‘The letter recognizes an antagonism between the Medical Superintendent and the Com-
missioners ; this antagenism it was the duly of the Goverument to enquire into and adjust ;
iustead of avowing a determination repugnant to every upright and conscientious principle,
“ meither to admit or deny—mneither to condemn or to acquit;” but unceremoniously toimmolate
a medical man, directly appointed from the Crown, for the corrupt purpose of appeasing an
antagonism between themselves aid the Board ol Commissioners—an antagonisn which the
Government has not the courage to meet, or the manliness to put down. Who 1s right and
who is wrong is withouta blush renounced. It is like gambling away the fate of others, and
dealing out official ruin with a recikless hand.

The duties of a Government (if Government ours can now be called) are far more im-
portant in the righteous administration of all public affairs than in adding to the burdens of
our Statute Book, orin aggravating our condition, for centuries to come, under the artful plea
of reforms in Law and Equity | If the decision of such questions, affecting the purity of
Governmental proceedings, and the righi expectations of the people, is 10 be reduced 10 a game
of hazard, 1n order to relieve our well paid public functionaries from the pusillanimous com-
plaints of embarrassment and annoyance, it would be betier economy, and even less uncertain
wrong, to let these gentlemen at once occupy the berths said to be already ripening for them
respectively, and leave the clerk of the Council to throw the dice to see on whum the blow
may chance to fall.

The Commissioners have required the diemissal of Dr. Park, and the Government have
obeyed. But the people have made their appeals in vain. Dr. Park himselt solicited an im-
partial investigation, but the government peremptorily refused to gramtit. A contrast neces-
sary to hoid up political delinguency must not be viewed as invidious because it is painful.—
W hen, and why, and from whom did the Rev. Egerton Ryerson obiain his present office,
from which his very presence operates offensively on the people, and is known to be most re-
pulsive to their educational views and very domestic relations |  Why was it not in his case
deemed unnecessary ‘‘ to pronounce a judgment upon the correctness or incorrectness of the
facts between him and the people, or to acquit or to condemn, the one or the other,” in exer-
cising a summary jurisdiction for * relieving him from the duties ol Superintendent of Educa.
tion, trom the date of the receipt of'a despatch 1”’ 'I‘h_e Mlnistry. lhug .paused to makq the
Rev. gentleman yield his place to the high-toned expression of public opinion, stand convicted
by the wonton sacrifice of a long tried friend of the people, in order to heed the bullyings of a
Board of Commissioners, hostile, without any reasonable or just cause, to one yvhom they
had recently appointed, (afier sacrificing a Incrative butlaborious profession in the cuun-
try) to fill the office of Medical Superintendent in the Provincial Asylul_n. :

W here is Mr. Joseph also, the Tory Clerk of the Executive Council! This very gentle-
man, against whose political history and principles they used publicly to indulge in impassion-
ed condemnation, and whom they openly avowed their determinrtion not to retain on accep-
tance of office, continues as their Clerk, closely 10 observe their acts, record their proceedings,
and perhaps overawe their deliberations. But if some mysterious agency staid their purpose
in his case, could not truth and justice have overawed their subserviency to the animosity of
a Board of hostile Commissioners? .

Who now discharges the duties.of the office this tyranny has vacated? Dr. Primrose.
Of his personal and profes_aionnl merits the country must 1udge: But when the people ina
great struggle have prevailed, they litle expect, and most certainly will not endure, to let the
enemies of their principles supercede their long tried friends.  This learned gentlemzn, kin-
dled, with others, by a mistaken zeal, gave his countenance (o the unconstitutional disturbance
at the celebrated Durham meeting generally called (the Ministers kuow why) ““ the Durh m
Races,” which will long live in public recollection.  This ho_nour now conferred upon him,
emanates from the very men whose heads were threatened with bludgeons, and whose con-

stituents were outraged—not merely by a large amount of public injury but even with the loss
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of life;—from the descendent of one (thelate venerable Doctor Baldwin) whose “g-ay hairs,"”
he was told inineek expectation of his fate, alone staid the blow which his political virtnes
were about to provoke from some unknown infurinted hands ;—Ifrom another, whose flectness
alone saved him tc live to sacrifice an honeet man;—and from a third, who evaporated no one
knew where. s }

Every rule of public duty, every sentiment of public faith, every association with the
living and the dead, might well have palsied the hands which subscribed the wanton and
avowedly causeless spoliation of a Reformer’s place and fame.  We have been guilty .uf ex-
tenvaling their significant leaning to our political adversaries. ~ Never will we be guilty of
vindicating their own tergiversation, and demolition of our friends.

APPENDIZX.

From the Globe of the 22nd November.

The Ezaminer of the 15th inst. commences an editerial article by saying, ‘‘Regarding
the horrible affair in which a Lunatic had his eyes so injured that he lost the use of them,
the Canadiun’s information is in the main correct. Dr. Park, almost immediately alter
entering on his duties in the Asylum, gave orders to the keepers, on no account to permit
more than ore excited patient to be in one cell at the same time.’”” This statement, by the
evidence of the Steward, and of all the keepers, is untrue, and such orders were not given
to any of them unul after the 10th September last, that night on which one patient (Carr)
was so injured by another patient (Rickerd) as subsequently to lose his sight; and that by
the injuries then received. This deplorable event, both by the injury and the consequent
loss of sight, was kept by the Medical Superintendent from the knowledge of the Commis-
sioners, and they first were apprised of it by their deputation to government receiving the
information at Montreal, as the basis of one ground of complaint made by the Medical
Superintendent against the Board.

The Ezaminer says, ¢ the keepers were instructed to keep a strict watch on the cells
containing a plurality of excited patients.”” All the keepers say that they received no instrue-
tions, before the injuries done to Carr, i. e., before the 11th September, and then an order
was made by the medical superintendent that two keepers should remain during the night in
the attic ward, keeping waitch alternately, and that the other parts of the house, where the
male patients are kept, should be visited by them three times during the night. Now the
cells in which the excited patients are placed, are on the basement floor, and consequently,
even if this watch and their visits had heen ordered and carried out before the injuries done
to Carr, it is a mere chance whether this order of the medical superintendent would have
prevanted the calamity, the watch being stationed in the attic, and the patient having been
confined in the busement at the time of the accident.”

The Euaminer says, ‘A violation of these orders * * * Jed to the frightful injury of
one of the patients !”” meaning Carr. This is necessarily untrue, as neither the orders nor
anything approaching to them had been given before the injury had been inflicted.

The Ezaminer says ¢ the Commissioners took up a position wholly incompatible with
the proper power and authority of the medical superintendent, and therefore subversive of
that strict discipline necessary to the sale keeping and efficient treatment of the lunatics.”’
The Commissioners assumed no more power than that which they have always exercised,
and which is in accordance with the statute detailing the powers of the Commissioners of the
permanent Asylum :—and the present medical superintendent having appealed to the Gov-
ernment on this subject, the decision given was that the Board had not exceeded their
powers. Itis also untrue as relates to discipline ; for all the keepers state that they distinctly
understood from the Board that they were implicitly to obey the medical superintendent in
every thing relating to the patients, and to behave towards him with the respeut due to the
principal officer of the Asylum. The Ezaminer says, *“ Emboldened by the injudicious and
ill-timed support rendercd them by the Commissioners, the servants of the Institution thought
themselves at liberty to attend to or disregard the instructions of the medical superintendent.”
This statement is necessarily untrue ; for the Commissioners gave the servants no such sup-
port. They all declare that they never believed they would be sustained by the Board for
any disrespect to the medical superintendent or to his orders relating to the patients. It so
happ-ned that the keeper who put these patients together and was an watch through the
night, was John Whiteside, of whom the Doctar had never complained, and whom he has
since that occurrence strongly recommended to be made a regular and permaneet keeper.
The Doclor at the time exercised the power of suspending keepers (and did this for very
trivial errors) but for the keeper’s conduct on this occasion did not suspend, report, or even
censure him,
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The Ezaminer says, ‘“ Accordingly on the night on which the injury in question was
inflicted, the night watch, instead of attending to their duty, had consulted their own ease
in preference to the safety of the pntients, and gone quietly to bed.”” From this it would
be inferred that the medical superintendent had, before the injuries were done to Carr,
ordered two or more persons to keep a night watch ; but no such order had been given by
the medical superintendent, and his practice was, prior to this sad occurrence, to retain but
one keeper in the attic ward during the night, whose duty it was to remaiu throughout the
night in that ward, unless called from it by any disturbance in other parts of the building.

The medical superintendent desires to have absolute power 1n employing and dismissing
servants ; the Board in every case consult him, and require his approval, but do not consent
to leave himn uncontrolled. A sho:t time back he assumed the power to suspend a keeper
for a very trivial fault, and then bronght in, to fill the vacant place, a man discharged from
the General Hospital, for assisting the stealthy removal of a dead body, and the substitution’
of billets of wood in its place. This in a Lectarer in a Medical School was enough to call
forth caution on the part of the Board.

The Eraminer misrepresents the case when he speaks of the Commissioners acting
against the Doctor; for they are merely on the defensive, and the Doctor commenced and
has been urging on the existing disagreement. He, contrary to all the previous practice,
tool upon him to suspend a keeper, and thatfor a matter not at all in the Medical department
—when, after the Commissioners had allowed the punishment, and obtained an apology, (and
this contrary to their own view of justice, and merely to uphold the authority of the medical
superintendent,) the keeper was re-instated, the Doctor re-suspended him, then turned him
out into the street, and, at last, again had him violently put out. He afterwards appealed
to the Government, several weeks before the Commissioners followed the example,—and did
this without informing them of his doing so, and by means of statements not only entirely
untrue, but some never even heard of by the Commissioners. The representation, then, of
the Commissioners being the promoters of the ditficulty, is a mere ruse to divert the public
eye [rom the real state of the case.

To the Editor of the Globe.
Luxaric Asyrum, 29th November, 1848.

Sir,—Your paper of the 22nd November contains an article on the Asylum, in answer
to some editorial remarks in the Ezaminer. Upon inquiry | find it was handed to your office
through the Rev. Mr. Roaf, who stated that it had been drawn up by Dr. Beaumont, sanc-
tioned at a meeting of the Commissioners, and ordered by the Board (o be printed. As the
statements are most unfounded, and at the same time calculated to injure the institution as
well as myself, [ deem it my duty to offer for your columns the tfollowing refutation of the
material points in reference to the occurrence on the night of the 10th of September last, by
which a lunatic had his eyes so injured as to lose his sight—it is denied that I had before that
time given any order ‘“not to permit more than one excited patient in one cell at the same
time.”” In answer to this bold and astounding declaration [ can szy, that any gentleman in
the city or country is atany time at liberty to visit the Asylum, and see the following order,
made by me in writing in the book appropriated o eniries of the treatment of lunatics, on
the 20th of June last, viz. :—** There must not herealter be two excited patients put into the
same cell at a time.”’

This nrder and the practice on it were again brought to the knowledge of the Board on
the 14th of August, by De. Rolph, then acting for me, who, in a document addressed to the
Board, for the immediate ventilation of the cells, states that “in one of these [cells] some-
times four females are shut'up, while a whole cell is appropriated to another, whose habits
and violence renderit unsafe to admit of an associate.”’

With the like incorreciness the antecedent existence of the order is thus farther denied.
¢¢ This statement, by the evicence of the Steward and n.“ the keepers, is untrue, and such
orders were not given to any of them urtil afler the night of the 10th September last,”
when the outrage occurred. I immediately applied to the steward to explain this reference
to him and his evidence. Without hesitation he assured me that this reference to him was
unwarranted ; and he farther repeated to me what he had already stated to me and others,
that though the order had been made before he wns steward, the keepers had admitted to him
its existence. Any gentleman can call and learn from the steward the troth of this statement.

With the like boldness of crimination it is said that ¢‘this deplorable event, both the
injury and the consequent loss of sight, was kept by the medical superintendent from the
knowledge of the Commissioners.” Any gentleman, upon calling at the Asylum, may see
in the Keeper's Report Bovk the morning entry of the accident, by the keeper.



56

Any gentleman that pleases may also see the Prescription Book, which farther contains
the name of the patient, accident, and treatment,

Any gentleman may also see the bed where the patient laid in the attic ward, subject
while under treatment to the view of the Commissioners.

The above public entries on the records of the Asylum bring all important events to the
knowledge of the inquiring Commissioners ; nor is it any part of my dutly, nor is it the
practice, beyond such public entries, to make to the Commissioners any verbal or written
report.

By the printed laws of the Asylum ¢ the Commissioners shall meet regularly once a
week (Thursday, at 10 0’clock) for the purpose of examining into (he state of the Institution
and condition of the patients.”” And the visiting Commissioner in rotation for the week is
required ¢ toinspect the Tnstitution daily, and see that the patients are properly attended to.”
It was, therefore, their neglect of duty, not my concealment, which kept these maiters from
their knowledge.

Having thus refated the main charges, I leave untouched some subordinate matters
which, however, may with equal readiness be answered should circumstances need it.

From the above, it will be seen thaf my unacceptabie appointment to the Asylum has not
been less embarrassing to me than to my predecessor. But in the faithful and efficient dis-
charge of the duties entrusted to me, I shall rely upon the approvai of the Crown from whom
1 receive my appointment,—upon the support of an intelligent public, and of an honourable
and enlightened profession.

1 am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
GEO. H. PARK, M. D,

Medical Superintendent.

To the Editor of the Globe.

Luvatic Asvruwm, 30th Nov., 1848.

S1r,—By order of the Board of Commissioners of this Institntion, I request permission to
make a few explanations of matters referred to in Dr. Park’s letters in your number of No-
vember 29th. In doing this we overcome a great reluctance to refer publicly to incidents in
a hospital, and that a hospital for the msane :—but, as they are already divulged, we think it
best that accurate information should be abroad.

Before proceeding to other matters, [ wonld relate that the paper which yon were so
polite as to publish, was Nov. 22, drawn up wmainly by Dr. Beaumont, in consequence of his
having taken down, as amanuenses of the Board, minates of the investigation from which it
1esnlted, and partly by myself, as chairman during the iuvestigation,—but it contained sugges-
tions from several Commissioners, and all of it was adopted by the whole Board, which body,
therefore, is to be considered as its author.

When it was asserted that the Medical Superintendent had, previously to September 10th,
given no orders prohibitory of two excited patients being put together into a cell, it was done
upon the unanimous testimony of the Steward, Porter, and Keepers, (regnlar and supernu-
merary), that no such orders had they received or heard of. True, some of the keepers ex-
plained that on one occasion the Doctor had remarked upon the undesireableness of such a
practice, but they added that he had not forbidden it, and that it had been continued as una-
voidable with his full cognizance. The Steward also said that he had frequently reported to
the Doctor such proceedings,and had never heard a complaint or prohibiticn respecting them.
Nor conld the Board find a report any more than a recollection of such an order. There
was, and is, kept, a book for the Medical Superintendent’s orders, but no such entry as is re-
ferred to. was discovered there. Hence the full conviction that such an order had not been
given before the appalling occurrence of September 10th. We are now told of an order
made on June 20th, and indeed there stands one under that date. But where is it? Not in the
order-book. but in a prescription-book, kept in the Doctor’s own office, and which as belongin,
strictly to the medical department, is never seen by the Board, nor consulted by the Stewar,
or the Keepers. While the books which come before the Commussioners are regularly bound,
this is merely enclosed in paper, and is cover with scratches, commonly made when people
are sitting in listlessness and using materials which are private and unimportant. Entered
there, it was not likely to be seen by any besides the Doctor and the Porter, whom he leaves
to compound and administer his medicines as well as to dress his patients’ wounds. There it
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remained nunknown, and even admitting it to have been made on June 20th, could not be re-
garded as binding on the Keepers, or within the views of the Commissioners. In fact there
was not, 's)roperly speaking, an order, at all. One proof that it was not expected to be seen by
the Board, 1s the circnmstance that while the Doctor has had his mis-spelling corrected in the
books which come under the Comiuissioners’ notice, his errors in this book remain nntouch-
ed. I have said, ““ admitting it to have been made on June 20th.” because of this there is not
sufficient proof. The entry, whenever made, was open to the Porter,and yet it was not seen
by him on Jane 20th, nor until within the last few days,—it was not mentioned by the Doctor
during the period between June 20th and Septewber 10th,—it was not referred to when the
accident occurred, but a new one was given,—no censure was administered to the keeper by
whom (if by any one) it had been violated, and whom the Doctor has since recommended for
permanent employment—and 1t was not ouce pointed out even to the Steward during any of
the recent explanations of the occurrence.

Add to these facts that several of the Doctor’s entries in his regular order book, are altered—
that the entry in this case is at the bottom of a page, and that in this book he has never put
another general order of any kind, and it will be evident that there is yet wanting the proof
that the order in question was made on the 20th of June.

We repeat that neither by Dr. Park nor by Dr. Rolph was this order at any time brought
under the notice of the Board.

As to what passed between Dr. Park and the Steward, after the appearance of the expla:
pations in the Globe, we know nothing, excepting that the Steward says that he never denied
his ignorance of the order in qnestion. Dr. Park, to prove that he did not keep the know-
ledge of the accident from the Commissioners, refers to the  Keeper’s Report book’ as con-
taining the morning entry of the accident, by the Keeper. True—but that book also is one of
the books of the Medical department, is used for reporting to the Doctor the state of the patients
daring his absence, and is never on ordinary occasions seen by the Board. Had the criminal
error which is imputed to the keeper actually been commitied, it was the Doctor’s place 1o
report to the Board the offence, and its results—this was not done, and the inferqnce is, that
as the Doctor was at the time complaining of even trivial misdemeanors, he was silent on this
matter because he saw in it no disobedience. On the very day after the accident there was
recorded a long complaint of another affair—but of this serious one nothing was said. An
order for a night watch was also made, but no mention of the dreadful accident by which that
order was cansed. As to ““the bed where the patient laid in the attic ward,”” it is not expected
that the Commissioners will engnire into the individual maladies of the .paliem‘s. and in fact
they studiously avoid interference with the Medical practice in the institution. The sittings of
the Board and the visits of the weekly, Commissioner are intendedto meet cases of complaint
against officers and servants, to give orders for whatever may be required by the Doctor and
Steward, and to maintain within the Institution the needed attentions and I_mrmony. but with-
out the slightest inquisitiveness as to the medical or moral treatment; thus it would not come
before the Board that the dreadful affair had occurred nnlessit were reported, and reported it
was not. Itis not for us to divine motive ; but a sufficient explanation of the non-mention
of the case might be found in the fact that after its {akjng place, _lhe Doctor saw .that he could
prevent excited patients being put together (for this is now forbidden), and Eha! it was not by
Jlgo"ging'" as has been rumoured,butby subsequent inflammation that the man’s sight appears to
have been lost. 4

Having thus shewn the real state of the case, and the nature ot Dr. Park’s statements, the
Board will not feel itself called npon to answer every representation which he or any other
party may see fit to send abroad. At the Bqard there isbutone view ofthefe uuhgppy affairs;
and we feel no willingness to be in any relauor) (not even that of controvertists) with a person
who can publicly vilify a servant whom h.e privately recommequ, axl§ who drags before the
gaze of the community the suffering of hisderanged and wounded patients.

Yours respectfully,
JOHN ROAF.
Chairman, pro. tem.

The following letter from the gentlemen whose signatures it bears, affords
the most abundant testimony I could desire—their high position in society and
in the commercial circles, renders my obligation to them the greater. To all
but Mr. Lesslie, I was a perfect stranger; l?ut upon presenting my request in
person, unsupported by the presence of a single friend, I recived from ‘them
that urbanity and generosity in manner and conduct, which I cannot, without
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emotion, thus publicly acknowledge. Had not the same generosity been man-
ifested by the citizens of Toronto, for which I owe a lasting debt of gratitude,
I could not, nor could any man, have bourne up azainst the abandonment of
the government, and the persecution of certain Commissioners.

Toronto, 12th February, 1849.
To Geo. H. Park,
Late Medical Superintendent of the Lunatic Asylum,
Sir,

We have examined the entry made by you, that,  there must not hereafter, be two
excited patients put into the same cell at a time.” And find that the entry itself carries with it
(independent of circamstantial proof,) the fullest evidence of having been written at the time of its
(li{ute‘,_ the 20th June, and not subsequently in Sept.ember, as alleged by the Reverend Commissioner

oaf.
(Signed) J. LESSLIE,
SAM’'L WORKMAN,
R ERE TS
E. F. WHIT'TEMORE.

Toroxto, Dec. 6th, 1848.
To the Editor of the Globe.

Sir,—Your paper of the 2nd December, published a letter signed by the Rev. J. Roaf;
as temporary Chairman of the Board of Commissioners in the Asylum, and further assailing
me as Mecical Superintendent.

The former publication was anouymous, a method of injuring against which I publicly
protest. We are now informed that this anonymous libel was not whaolly drawn up by Dr.
Beaumont, innsmueh as the Rev. J. Roaf and others not named made contributions to 1t,
And it is further revealed that ¢¢it was adopted by the whole Board, which body, therefore,
is to be considered as its author.”” But ugon inspecting the minutes of the Board, I found
no record whatever of any such meeting ; no minute of the preparation of this injurious
document, no minute of any vote on it, or of any adoption of it, or of any order for its
publication.  And I eould not have believed that (he mysterious assault came from the gen-
tlemen at the head of the Institution of which I was Medical Superintendent, had not Mr.
Brown’sauthority put its origin beyond question.

In the letter addressed hy the Rev. J. Roaf, by order of the Board, to the Editor of the
Globe, in that paper of the 2nd December, it appears a main ohject to prove that I made the
entry of the accident in the ‘¢ Presecription Book’ instead of making it in the ¢ Order
Book **; and it is put before the public in a way to induce a belief that I had an option to
record the accident in either book. It is further charged that the order shown them was
entered falsely and subsequently.

Now on the 20th June there was no other book than the prescription-book, known te
me, the present Steward, or the Board, for such entries. It was kuown, and 18 now
apparent, that from and after the 20th June I had made many subsequent orders in the same
book ; although, in the very face of this written evidence, the Rev. Mr. Roaf in his letter
denies it to the public. It was known that the ¢ Order Book ”’ referred to as the one in
which I ought to have made the entry in question, had not at that time any existence, as
appeared to the Board, from the Steward’s book containing a requisition for it, signed by
Dr. Rolph, and (rom the purchase of it from James Lesslie, Esq., after the 25th July last,
and from iis having been audited in the accounts by the Board.

Itis for the publie to judge of the magnitude of my cause of complaint, against such
injurious misrepresentations.

The charge that the entry is a false one, is best met by an invitation to any gentleman
to visit the Asylam and judge by inspection. Had the Board possessed no opportunity of
examining the entry, the injurious allegation might be somewhat inexcusable ; but 10 do so
against known and internal evidence to the contrary, entitles me to complain of a wrong
for which one can scarcely find a remedy.

The Board are further made to say that the order was not referred to by me when the
accident occurred ; but a ‘‘new one was given >’ This is easily answered, I never made
a ‘‘new one.” Having made one on the 20th June, I deemed it needless to repeat it ;
though the timely repetition would have justified no such crimination as the Board attempts,
Any other order made was not made by me.
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The Board, indeed, are made in this letter to say and repeat, ¢ that neither by Dr. Park
nor by Dr. Rolph was #kis Order atany time brought under the notice of the Board.” Bat
though the order itsell'may not have been shown to the Commissioners, yet the established
practice under the order, as well therefore as its prestmed existence, was brougnt to their
knowledge by Dr. Rolph on the 14th day of August, in the following written terms, viz. :
‘“In one of these cells sometimes four females are ghutup ; while a'whole cell is appropriated
to another, whose habits and violence revder it unsafe to admit of an associate.”

The above shows what was the practice, and that even peecenble lunatics were crowded
painfully together into small cells, much in need of ventilation, in order to prevent a violation
of that practice. The practice is the order in operation. Yet it is attempted to impeach my
veracity on this point by the servants and steward, whose lctter for that purpese stands at
the head of that of the Rev. J. Roaf’s. This is done tor effect, that it may appear as if [ had
alleged of the present steward’s declarations more than is true.

But the Rev. J Roaf acknowledges the following admission by the keepers, viz. :—
¢ True, some of the keepers explained that on one occasion the Doctor had remarked npon
the undesirableness of such a practice.”” Is this not, in everv well regulaied institution,
considered and respected as an order and a prohibitton too? Yet the Board complacently
add for the keepers. ‘¢ but he did not foibid it!””  When Ministers preach on the undesir-
ableness of falsehood or prevarication, do they not regard it, and is it not received, as a pulpit
prohibition 7  What sort of servants will there be in the Asylum, it, when they hear remarks
upon the undesirableness of any practice, the Board will thus openly and publicly encourage
them in disregarding the admoniuon, and further tamper with their moral sentiments by
making it short of a prohibition? And all tha: I have said as to the present steward is also
true, viz. : ‘“‘that although the order has been made before he was steward, the Keepers had
admitted to him its existence. ‘“and in connexion with these admissions of and references to
this nndesirable practice, it is scarcely to be assumed that the existence of' the order of the
20th June had not been made known, by the instructions communicated to the kkeepers on it.

I cannot on this occasion add more.
Iam, Sir, Your obedient Servant,
GEO. H. PARK, M. D,
Medical Superintendent.

To the Editor of the Globe.
LETTER FROM THE REV. JOHN ROAF.

Mg. Epitor,—Belore the public eye is turned from the recent accident within the Lunatie
Asylum, permit me to refer to some personalities against myself’ which have been thrown up
in the course of the newspaper discussions. I believe that there is only one point 1n the case
of the Commissioners npon which further explanations is required by the community, and
will, in passing, here advert to it. I mean the circnmstance of an order-book being purchased
after the 20th Jane, and the inference that before that purchase there was no order-book in ex-
istence. The fact is, that ever since 1842 there has been kept a regular book, labelled on the
side in gilt letters ¢ daily ordec-book,” and appropriated to the orders of the medical Superin-
tendent. It was used by Dr. Rees, Dr. Telfer, and Dr. Primrose, the last named gentleman
made an entry in it on June 5th, and on June 13th left it, not half filled. for the use of Dr.
Park. Dr. R()Iph being some time al'ler\v;u'_ds on duty, and pot_knpwing of this book, nor
hearing of it from the Steward, whoalso hadjust come into the institution,ordered the purchase
of a new book, but there the old one remains, and in that should any order of June 20th have
been placed, and in that only would the keepers belikely to find it. .

My principal object in now addressing you is to explain my own position respecting the
affair in question. When, withont expecting it, I received an appointment to the office of a
Commissioner, I, after consideration, accepted it upon a conviction thatI ought so to do. B
the best of all examples, I had learnt that the afﬂxctiqns of men, and especially mental afflic-
tions, are to have the attention of Christians and Christian Ministers—aud in a case in which
it is open to none but selected individnals to act, and it appeared that I might be useful, I de-
termined to render such services as my time and abiliiies conld furnish. When the present
difficulties arose I saw no gronnds for refusing to perform my daty  The matter had to be
dealt with by some parties—why not bAy myself as well as by others? 'To stand aloof at a
critical moment might be prudent—it might evade labonrs and annoyances—but it wounld be
unfaithful to my trast and unjust to other Commissioners. 1 re,cf)lved to do ny part and bear
my part, in conducting these affuirs wisely and successfully. Itis trae that my son-in-law was
a disappointed candidate for the situation of Medical Superintendent—but that did not remove
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me from my office or release me from its duties. I had to do nothing more and nothing less
onaccount of thateircumstance. I had at the moment of defeat told my family that Dr. Park
had as much right as any one else to apply for the situation. that we had no reason to snuppose
that he had obtained it unfairly, that it was to be presnmed that the Government had done its
best to decide wisely and well, and that disappointments are to be borne manfully and gener-
ously. I had also myself on meeting Dr. Park, congratulated him npon his good fortune.
When the disturbances commenced [ sat down to a consideration of them with a desire to do
what was just and likely to be beneficial, and I was as much at liberty to exercise my judg-
ment as if the competition for the office of Medical Superintendent had not taken place. Of
course I could expeet the imputation of unworthy motives—but while I love all men I fear
none—though to defy none—my actions I leave to be jndged, but my motives are reserved for
the jndgment of God. [ care little for insults and slanders and injuries from the ungenerons,
and have no expectation of reproach from the better part of the community, and I shonld have
been unworthy of my position, had I from regard to my own peace or interests stood back
when my services were wanted, or had [ left other Commissioners to bear more than their own
share of responsibilities and duty. = For the proceedings of the Commissioners I am no more
acconntable than the rest of the Board—and while I do not remember one of their acts which
1 do not think hononrable to them, I neither elaim nor accept any special participation in their
adoption. There is not apparent any difierence of opinion at the Board—all the members
who ordinarily attend to the business of the Institution have attended to this—several of them
have drawn up documents and presided at meetings—and as many as ten concurred in the
principal proceeding in the matter, the only absentee being a gentleman who is never present.
If under these circumstances a vindictive spirit singles me out and concentrates upon me its
spite, it will not make me draw back my foot a half step—after it has done its utmost, it will
find me at my post, but will meet with no retaliation in word or act. I neither am,nor wish to be
without feeling when maligned—and I deeply feel when on my aceount a friend is wonunded ;
bat no truee friend would wish me to avoid a clamour by grieving my conseience, or would ex-
pect me to blanch before malicions whispers or published insults.

It is publicly reported that a Commissioner thanked the Hon. R. Baldwin for the appoint-
ment of Dr. Park, and [ think it likely that not only one did this, but that other members of
the Board have done as mnch. 'The feeling with which Dr. Park was received gnite
harmonizes with this fact. How strong then s the presumption, that as these gentlemen have
since felt compelled to act against Dr. Park, it has not been because they were predisposed to
do this, but because justice, truth, and the welfare of the Asylam demanded it. As for myself,
excepting in moments of irritation at what was done to the Board and those who are under
their protection, [ have no unkind feelings towards Dr. Park, who never offended or in-
jured me as an indivinal, and never crossed any of my plans—he, for all that I know, won the
situation fairly, and might have kept it for his life—and even now I should be pleased to hear
of his getting into some position for which he is siited. But T nnhesitatingly assert that I do
not believe that any ten men in Toronto having a regard to justice towards humble, but wor-
thy servants to kindness for the sick and insane, and to honour in the Board, would have been
more forbearing to Dr. Park than the Commissioners of the Asylaom have been. It must be
borne in mind that there has not been bronght before the public, the substanee of the existing
dispate. All that has been bronght ontis the defence of the Commissioners and Keepers from
the charge of disobeying Dr. Park’s order not to put two excited patients together. No endea-
vour hasbeen made to incnlpate DrPark even in this particular case, and ifhe has been injured
by the explanations made, it is the incidental result of evidence bronght ont for quite another
purpose, bronght out, too, through assaults from himself and his friends. The whole affair is
before the Government—(only one item is before the country)—the government will of
coarse, aim to do what is righteons and safe—and whatever may be their decision, I for one,
shall be satisfied with having faithfully discharged a weighty and delicate trust.
1 remain. Mr. Editor,

Your's respecful]iv,
0

'ToroxTo, 15th Dec., 1848. HN ROAF.

Lunatic Asylam, 20th December, 1848,
To the Editor of the Globe,

Sir,—Your paper of the 16th inst. contains a letter from the Rev. Mr. Roaf, who states
that * his principal object’’ inappearing before the public was ¢ to explain his own position
respecting the affair in question.”” Had he confined himself to that purpose, I should most
certainly not have noticed it. ~ And I shall now pass over without remark all that portion
characterised by an altered and subdued tone (although containing irrelevant reflections and
insinuations against me) lest I should, in needlessly enlarging my defence, weaken his own
with the christian community to whom it seems specially addressed.
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Bat that portion in which he is again voluntarily put forward by 1he Board against me,
fespecling the ““ only one point in the case of the commissioncrs wpon which farther explus
nation 1s required by the community I shall notice with ali forbearance. The Rev. Mr.
Roat says, ‘_‘l believe there is only one point in the case of the commi-sioners upon which
explanation is requeed by the community, and will, in passing here, advert to it. I mean
the circumstance of an order book being purchased afier the 20th June, and the inferende
that before that purchase there was no order book in existence.’”” The fact is, that ever since
1842 there has been kept a regulor book, labelled on the side, in gilt letter, ¢ daily order
book,” and appropriated to the orders of the Medieal Superintendent. [t was used by Dr.
Rees, Dr. Teller, and Dr. Primrose. The last named gentleman made an entry in it on
June 5th, and on June 13th left it not hal{ filled for the use of Dr. Park. Dr. Rolph being
sometime afterwards on duty, and not knowing of this book, nor hearing of it from the
steward, who also had just come into the institution, ordered the purchase of a new book,
but there the old one remains. and in that should any order of the 20th June have been
placed, and in that only would the keepers be able to find it.”’

In the first place the Board is aware that the existence of a former order-book was net
known 1o me, or to the steward, and thatin consequence of that ignorance another was
procured. Can it be truly said that I ought 1o have entered orders in an anknown book ?
Again, if this concealed book really existed in the Asylum, and was ‘*the one which any
order of the 20th June should have been pluced,” how came it that neither the steward nor
myself was informed of its existence, and how is it that the Rev, Mr. Roaf, with his own
band, endorsed in the book of the steward the order of Dr. Rolph to purchase the above-
named new order-book ?

On the other hand, if this concealed book was known to the Board and regarded as the
one in which [ should have made my orders, and in which enly the Commissioners, the
Steward, and the Keepers would be likely to find them, how came the Board to allow the
period from the 13th June to the 30th Nov. (the day it was brought to light) to elapse with-
out requiriiig the orders to be thercin entered, where they expected to find them ?

Agnin,—How can it be said that ever since 1842 there has been kept a “ regular book,”
when, after the commencement by Dr. Rees, there are no entries in it through a period of
two years and five months, as may be ascertained by inepection? How ean it be called ¢ a
regualar book ” when my predecessors were allowed, with at least the tacit acquiescence of
the Board, to enter their orders in the Prescription Book 7

And as a part of the truth should never be concealed, onght it not to have been stated
¢ to the community,” that my predecessors had entered orders in the same Prescription Book
as contains my order of the 20th Jun=, and that there were orders therein entered by me afier
that date, with the tacit acquiescence of the Board, till the requisition by Dr. Rolph of the
25th July 7

Had I made the entry of the 20th of June in the concealed book by any chance discovery
of it at the moment, it would have been charged against me as a secret entry in a lost
abaudoned book , so irregularly in use as to have been unused for two years ana five months ;
and that [ ought to have entered it in the Prescription Book, where the gentleman preceding
me had just done so, and where, as it related to the treatment of the patients, the Board
exspected but failed to find it.

I am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
GEC. H. PARK, M. D,

Medical Superintendent. -

LETTER FROM REV. JOHN ROAF.

To the Editor of the Globe.
ToronTto, Dee. 21, 1848,

Sir,—Now that Dr. Park has allowed his case against the Commissioners to become a quess
tion of facts we can make short work of it.

The principal item in his last letter is the following:—1. “ The Rev. Mr. Roaf with his own
hand endorsed in the book of the Steward the order of Dr Rolph to purchase the above-named
new order book.” Mr. Editor, neither I nor any one else endersed that order as will be seerx
by the following copy of it and the certificate :—

“Jury 27.—A boolk te enter the visits of the medical attendant, conformable to the printed
regulations. JOHN ROLPH.”
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“ A book called the Regnisition and Order Book of the Toronto Lunatic Asylum has beer
shown to me, from which book the foregoing is a true extract,—dated 27th July, 1848. No
other signature being attached thereto, but that of John Rolph. !

GEO. GURNET,

Mayor of Toeronto.
Toronto, Dec. 21, 1848.” yor of To

2, Dr. Park calls the “ Daily Order Book’ concealed—iot lost, but concealed-—repeating the
term seven times in his letter. Now, Sir, Dr. Telfer was suceeeded by Dr. Primrose, who
gives the following 1—

“T certify that the daily order book belonging to the Lunatic Asylom was open and uncon
cealed during wy attendance as Medical Superintendent, up to the 13th day of June, 1848.
v FRAS. S. PRIMROSE.”

Thus the Book was hatided to Dr. Park. Why could not he, as well as Dr. Primrose, see
it where it ordinarly lay. Dr. Rolph got another procured and therefore the old one was nes
glected—and yet, in November, when the porter was interrogated respecting it. he went and
put his haud npon it—lying upon the pile of ld books, and says that he could have found it at
any time. It is probable that as some furniture in the Doctor’s office wasremoved a few weeks
after his coming into the Institation, the book may have been put amoungst the others, and thus
not being known to Dr. Rolph or the Steward, was not enqnired for, when Dr. Rolph (khow=
ing what is wanted in an hospital) required one. But this fact does not explain Dr. Park’s
affected ignorance of the book—/or he was in the Institution several weeks before the removal
of the farnitare, and, it he knows any thing of hospitals, must have at once felt the need of the
book, which, too, at that time lay where Dr. Primrose found and left it. Besides, the qugslion
is why an order o' June 20th, was not put into it, and as the removal of the furnitnre did not
take place till some weeks after that date, does not explain his not using the book et that date.
There is not the slightest appearance of the ¢ daily order book’ having been even oul of the
Doctor’s way—bnt there is every appearance of its having been neglected by himself.

3rd. He says that in my last letter, I was ‘“ again voiuntarily put forward by the Board
against him.””~ Mr. Editor the Doctor evidently krows the falsity ol this slatement; for he says
that my letter was “ especially addressed  to a Christian community *” and with this, of course,
the Board could have nothing to do. He has, in many instances, maligned the Board to the
Government; and seems to be so cager to do it, as to go on, even when his readets have be-
fore them, the disproofs of his assertions.

4th. He alleges that ““there were orders therein, (that is. in “the same preseription-book "'(
entered by me afier that date, with the tacit acquiescence of the Board, till the reqnisition by
Dr. Rolph, of the 25th July.” Now, by orders, are of course meant, not prescriptiotis, or tem-
porary arrangements, but general or standing rnles, such as that, “ two excited patients shall
not be put together” 1 and. sir, npon an examination of the said prescription-book. by several
parties m succession, it is found that there is no such gencral order made by the Doctor.  This
fact, too, has been admitted by himselfin conversation; but now. to influence some country
people, who get only one side of the question, he boldly asserts the contrary.

For the same deceptive purpose, he strings together, in his letter, questions. which he well
khows, have no real force. Torinstance, ** How came the Board to allow the period from
the 13th June to 30th Novr. (the day it was bronght to light), to elapse, withont requiring the
orders to be therein entered, where they expected to find them? Answer—Because, as the
Doctor well knows, the orders were presented to the Board in the new book, and therelore,
the old one was ontof use. “How can it be called a ‘regular book’, when my predecessors
were allowed, with, at least. tacit acqniescence of the Board, to enter their orders in the pre-
scription-book 7 Answer—Becanse the Board, never meddling with the Doctors’ preseription-
baok, knew nothing of orders being there; and because, if they had known it, they would
probably not have interfered, unless some dispute as to such orders, had arisen ; in which cases,
the Doctors wonld have had to show, that they had bronght siich orders before the attention of
the servants. ** How can 1t be said, that ever since 1842, there has been kept aregular book’,
when, after the commencement by Dr. Rees. there are no entries in it, throngh a period of
two years and five mounths, as may be ascertained by inspection.” Answer—Becanse some-
times, Doctors have no general orders to give, for a long time together; and because sometimes
Doctors are inattentive to rules; and becaunse the Board does not examine the order-books,
except when some dificulty arises,—such books being kept principally, to promote definites
ness in the orders of officers, and evidence in cases of complaints.”

From these trampery questions, as well as the preceding strong assertions, you will see the
spiritin which the Doctor is trying to push throngh the minor parts of the case. From the
larger facts he draws his readers—such facts as the  concurrent testimony of the Steward and
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Keepers—the otder not being seen by the man who made up the preseriptions lying on the

same page, and all that follow—the non-enforcement and non-proclamation of the order for

several months—the absence of punishment and censure upon the Keeper who put the

Patients together, &c., &e. Iiis ununecessary to toueh any assertion made by such a party 3

and the public will now understand the Board’s resolution to hold no communication with him.
I rewmain, Mr. Editor,

Yours truly,
J. ROAF.

Lunatic Asylam, 27ih Dec., 1848.

. To the Editor of the Globe.
~8ir,—1In a late No. of your paper. the Rev. Mr. Roaf makes short work of the fact of his
bavlng_endorsed the order for the new Book, or of its having been done by any one else. He
denies it ; and, appealing with the Stewnrd’s bonk in hand to his worship the City Mayor,
George Gurnett, Esq., obtains a certificate intended to corroborate the Rev. genileman’s
word upon the matter.
. .As every one cannot obtain the like view of the document in question, I subjoin a fac
simile ;—
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July 26th. 2 long-handled scrubbing Brushes,
2 White-wash Brushes,
1 Tea pot for Servant’s kitchen,
2 large Iron Cooking Spoons,

1 Meat Fork.
——t . William Ramsey,

John Rolph.
J. Roaf, Med. Attend. pro temp.

July 27th. A Book to enter the visits of the Medical attendant conformable to the printed
regulations.
John Rolph.

Orders or regulations in oMicial life, requiring confirmation, are customarily endorsed in
various ways ; for example, on the fuce of the order, on the margin, on either sides, above
it, or any where below it, or ubout it. To the first order of the 26th July, the Rev. Mr.
Ronl"s signature appears. close upon its upper margin, and a strong line with red ink separates
this signature from the order, that is above it in the original, by the space above represented,
an inch.

The order for the book is also separated from the order next above it by a line with red
ink, and Mr. Roaf's signature is placed below this line and immediately above the order
dated 27th July, as represented above.

The inference on inspection is irresistible, that each signature is intended for the order
in immediate and close relation to it.

The above evidence, taken in connexion with the fact of his not visiting on the 26th
July, the date of the first order, is conclusive of the correctness of my former stutement : if
he had visited on this day, his name would have appeared on the Com. Visiting Book, in
acecrdance with the printed regulations as well as the constant practice. The 27th was
Board dny, Mr. Roaf attending to meet the Board ; and, as there was no Board on that day,
must have signed his name on the day of the date of the order in question, z.xfter the order
was placed in the Steward’s book to be sanctioned by the Board or a Commissioner.
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Agnin; if it had not been so sanctioned by the Rev. Mr. Roaf, the Stewmdvﬁém
never neglects this duty would have had the order in question sanctioned by Mr. Ewart
who (became visiting Com. in his turn on the 27th above mentioned) visiting on the 28th
July (toe day after) as 1s proved by the Commissioners’ own Book.

The following is a fac simile of another order sanciioned by the Rev. Commissioner.
His signature sppears in the morgin to the right of and a very little above the border of the

order ;<=

-

" Ordered .
J. Roaf
Nov. 30th. 1 Dozen of Nuisance Pails, - Pocock,

- Harris,
% Wi illiamn Ramsey,

60 yds. of Factory Colton,
Geo. H. Park, Dallas.

3 do. Cupsand Saucers, -
1. Hand Basket, - - -

His Worship the Mayor has arrived, apparently, at a different conclusion. The fact’of
endorsement by the Rev. Mr. Roaf, is unimportant to the point at issue—for the book in
guestion has been bought, audited, and paid for by the Board, thue bringing the date of its
existence, its use, and its licensed substitniion for tue old one so lately discovered to their
fullest knoewledge.

[ am, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
GEO. H. PARK, M. D,
Mecdlcel Superintendent.
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