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PREFACE,

I oFFER no apology to my readers, for the publication of the following
ook, the subject of which is fully indicated by its title.

It has been written with a full conviction of the importance of
the following facts, namely : that the human race is composed of
two sexes every way adapted to each other, with natural qualifica-
tions and inclinations for matrimonial union,and the continuance of
the species ; that there is no other way by which it can be perpetu-
ated, than through the agency of the sexes ; that the perfection of mind
and body depend on established and fixed laws of reproduction ; that
man has both the capacity to understand, azd the ability to obey
these laws and principles; that the happiness and misery, both of
the parents and children. are necessarily affected by the obedience
or disobedience of the laws of our social nature ; that in all nations,
and throughout all generations, since the days of our first parents,
men have gratified their sexual and social inclinations comparatively
regardless of these circumstances, or the laws which should have
, regulated and directed them ; that health, happiness, and the per-

fection of all our social enjoyments, depend,ina great degree, on our
compliance with the true principles of reproduction ; that from all
past systems of marriage and social arrangements, that degree of do-
mestic happiness, and perfection of organization, has not beensecured
to the human race, equal to their privilege to possess, and their ca-
pacity to enjoy ; that the inference is plain, either that we are ig-
norant of the laws of our social and reproductive systems, or, that we
wilfully violate them. Tt is self-evident therefore, that knowledge
should be diffused,and the moral nature of man brought to act in

harmony with his social duties.



vi PREFACE.

To produce these desirable results, and either directly, or indi-
rectly to aid in bringing about this great social reform so !'flllch
needed, the author, guided by the elements of our nature, has written
this work, in the hope that some information might be communicated
and suggestions made worthy the attention of every reader.

The first sixty-nine pages are devoted to the History of Marriage,
and to a description of the variousmethods and customs which different
nations and tribes, from the commencement of the world to the present
time, have adopted to gratify their-sexual and social feelings. By
an examination into this history, we shall perceive that marriage has
generally been looked on in the light of passion regardless of love,
offspring, and posterity, and that there has been very little improve-
ment in man’s social condition, having been, for the most part, led on
by the blind impulse of his nature.

For this important and interesting portion of the work, the author
is indebted to C. T'ownsend.

The main body of the work is devoted to an exposition of man’s
social nature, as explained and developed, by Phrenology and Physi-
ology; to a description of the influence of the social feelings when
combined with the other faculties of the mind ; to the design of God
and the objects accomplished through man’s social nature ; to the so-
cial duties and obligations of man; to the exposition of the know-
ledge necessary to aid us in selecting proper companions for life ;
to the philosophy of true love, on what it depends, how secured and re-
tained; to the evils which result from pursuing a narrow, selfish policy
in choosing companions; to a description of such individuals as are,
and such as are not proper persons tobe marriad ; tothe true course
that should be pursued to secure that balance of mind and perfection
of ?ody 50 r{luch desired by all parents; closing with an expla-
nation of the important difference which actually exists betweeh the
n.aale ?md fen'lale, both mentally and phyisically, and a few sugges-
tions in relation to those qualities which should, and those which
should not exist in husband and wife.

The subjects here treated of, are of vital importance and full of
interest to all classes of society ; and,

evoting that time to their consideration

which their importance demands, and his own wishes would have
prompted.

READ, THINK, JUDGE—~THEN ACT.



THE HISTORY OF MARRIAGE.

Mouammep acted with unusual sagacity, and displayed
no ordinary understanding of human nature, and adopted
effectual means for the accomplishment of his cherished ob-
ject, when, to secure converts to his new religion, he pro-
mised that the eternal abode of the faithful should be made
joyful, and lighted up with the charms and smiles of Wo-
man! This was an appeal to one of the strongest passions
of our nature, and proved effectual in securing the attention
of the stronger sex ; and, in that age, this object achieved,
secured the influence and commendation of the gentler and
more refined half of our race.

From the earliest time, and among all nations, whether
shrouded in Pagan darkness or enjoying the pure and ele-
vating influence of Christianity ; as well those who treat the
female sex like slaves and beasts of burden, as those who
recognize her as entitled to an equal rank with man, com-
panionship between the sexes has ever been found among
the strongest desires of our race. It is not peculiar to either
sex, but is cherished in common by both.

That this is an ordinance of Heaven, none can deny who
believe in the existence of a Supreme Moral Governor of
the Universe, and a revelation of his will to man. And the
origin of the institution of Matrimony might convince the
skeptic of his error; for the only volume which gives an
authentic early history of our race, declares in the outset,
that in our creation, the distinction of sex was ordered as a
contribution to our enjoyment, and that therefrom should
follow perpetual companionship. “And the Lord God said,
it is not good that man should be alone : I will make him
an help meet for him.” And, after He had created woman,
and given her to Adam to be his wife, Adam acknowledged
the precious gift with the profoundest gratitude. He said
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of her, ¢ this is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh ;"
and the sacred historian adds, ¢ Therefore shall a man leave
father and mother, and shall cleave uuto his wife ; and they
shall be one flesh.” ; ;
But, how should this companionship, so essential to the
happiness of mankind, be modified and regulated by the
laws of the land? Or, should it be left without any regu
lation? Very few indeed have embraced a theory so wild
and dangerous as the latter: although even this sentiment
has not been wholly destitute of its advocates. Those who
nave embraced the doctrine of abolishing all restrictions
upon this institution, or at least the leaders in that theory,
have not been men destitute of an acquaintance with the
history of the subject; but such as, in their imaginary phi-
glosophy, have thought themselves able to improve upon
the laws of nature and the ethics of the Sacred Writings.
There have been those who were wise enough in their own
‘eyes to amend those laws which He who moulded the hu-
man mind, gave for its government; who have attempted
to break down and totally demolish the sanctity of the mar-
riage relation. But all such feeble attempts, where the
elevating influence of the Bible has been enjoyed, have only
resulted in the deep-rooted and general conviction, that
matrimony is an institution that grows out of the moral and
physical relations which the sexes sustain to each other.
Wherever God has been acknowledged and worshipped,
the opinion has generally prevailed, that matrimony is an °
institution of divine origin ; that it harmonizes with the
constitution and philosophy of the human mind, and is,
therefore, indispensable to the happiness and welfare of so-
ciety. But, in regard to the relations and relative standing
of the parties united in wedlock, there has been a great va-
riety of opinion. Some have regarded the husband as vastly
superior in authority to the wife; that he had a right to her
highest and purest regard; that he had the right divine, to
monopolize all her attentions, while she had no right’ to
claim the same undivided and unreserved surrender in re-
turn. In. those countries where this false estimate of the
relative .rlght-s of the parties prevails, polygamy or a plural-
ity of wives is thg almost certain result. ~In almost all hea-
then countries this has been allowed. Husbands have had
several wives ; some females likewise have had seve-
er-of wives, called concu-
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bines. In many countries, men have been allowed to di-
vorce their wives at pleasure. Some have loved them as
mere instruments of physical enjoyment ; while others still
have properly estimated their rights and virtues, and have
honored them as “bone of their bones and flesh of their
flesh;”” and, in obedience to the injunctions of the Bible,
have forsaken all other female society, and sought connu-
bial felicity in that of the wife alone. But all have agreed
in the necessity, with but few exceptions, in some form or
other, of the institution of Matrimony.

“What every body says must be true,” is an old maxim.
This will not in all cases hold ; but the sayings of the world,
in general, bear the same relations to truth, that circum-
stantial evidence does to proof. The fact, that all mankind
believe in the existence of a Supreme Being, and that in no
age of the world’s history has any nation been found dest1-
tute of this belief, is regarded as plausible evidence that
there is a God.  With equal plausibility can we claim
Matrimony to be a Divine institution ; for, all nations, for
nearly six thousand years, have acknowledged its necessity.
A few individuals have, indeed, as before observed, under-
taken to speculate away the beneficent policy of this insti-
tution.

That it has existed ever since the creation of the first
pair, none will deny who regard the testimony of history,
sacred or profane. Go back to the bowers of ancient Eden.
That was the spring-time of existence. The waving forest
of green bowed itself as the spirit of the Most High passed
over it. No gnarled and half decayed trees marred its
beauty ; the grassy and flowery carpet was not littered with
broken branches rent by the storm and the tempest; nor
was it nourished by decaying, dying vegetable matter ; every
tree, and shrub, and flower was perfect. A perfect Achi-
tect had created all, and pronounccd it good. Universal
silence reigned ; Nature, in its pristine freshness, stood in
solitarv grandeur ; but no human eye beholds its beauty,
and no human soul swells with admiration of its charms!
Suddenly, rises from the ground a human form! He looks
around—moves his limbs—he walks forth with all the dig-
nity of earth’s sole, earth’s only king. He examines the
scenery, and wanders from place to place—from flower to
flower; he gazes in rapt astonishment upon all about him ;
he views himself in the crystal stream, wopdermg whence
he came, what he was, and what his destiny! He com-

l*
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munes with his Maker, and receives by spiritual vision some
faint outlines of the object of his existence. But all 1s si-
lent ! none to answer his voice, or unite in his song of praise.
All about him is language, speech, harmony, song! But it
is only the voice of the wrial songsters, the beasts of the
wood, and of inanimate nature—all beautiful beyond de-
scription though it be, he feels himself in solitude, alone,
in a strange and cheerless world. The rustling leaves—
the rippling stream—the balmy breeze—soon cease to be
delightful music in his ear; the waving forest and ver-
dant fields no longer attract his eye. He sighs for a kin-
dred spirit with whom to enjoy the rich scenes about him.
He beholdsin every quarter swarms of new-created animals,
with voices of gladness, bounding in wild and romantic glee
over the plain. From tree to tree, among the verdant bow-
ers, soar the feathered tribes, with countless voices of rap-
turous praise ; and /e stands the acknowledged lord of all.
But this does not quiet his now troubled spirit. The ani-
mate forms around can swell their voices, and he can hear
the sound ; but there is none to talk wiz4 him. He sorrows
and exclaims—

“ But with me

1 see not who partakes. In solitude
What happiness? Who can enjoy alone,
Or, all enjoying, what contentment find 2’

He utters his pathetic and touching soliloquy, and sinks
into a dreamy sleep. Beings, after the similitudes of him-
self, in visions pass before his mind; beauty yet unseen
charms his sleeping eye. The vision becomes more and
more distinct ; his heart beats with renewed life—he starts,
he awakes—and, lo, it is all reality! Eve, an angelic
beauty, s.ands before him! He finds in himself developed
and called into action, new feelings, new powers, new joys.
He exclaims in ecstasies of transcendent delight—¢ Hea-
ven’s last, best gift, my ever new delight!” His soul ex-
pands under the influence of her heavenly smile; his en-
raptured ear catches the sweet music of her voice ; he clasps
her extended hand, and his heart swells and thrills with
emotions of joy unutterable.

_ Nor is Eve an unmoved spectator of his ecstasy. There
1s something in her young heart that yields a willing and
hearty response to his new pleasures, she knows not why
(andwho can tell 1) but God has made her so. At first sighi



ADAM AND EVE EAT THE FORBIDDLN FRUIT. 11

they are all in all to each other, a perfect specimen of do-
mestic bliss!  Pure from the hands of their Maker—with
all the passions incident to our nature, but none of them
abused—they knew no feelings that required concealment,
no desires they might not gratify"no pleasures that brought
misery in their train.  All nature administered to their,
and they to each other’s happiness—the benevolent smile
of the Most High rested upon them—perfect peace and love
without alloy, swelled their grateful hearts—how could
they desire a brighter paradise than this!

“To the nuptial bower
He led her, blushing like the morn : all heaven,
And happy constellations, on that hour
Shed their selectest influence ; the earth
Gave sign of gratulation, and each hill ;
Joyous the birds ; fresh gales and gentle airs
Whispered it to the woods, and from their wings
Flung rose, flung odors from the spicy shrub,
Disporting till the amorous bird of night
Sung spousal, and bid haste the evening star
On his hill top, to light the bridal lamp.”

But alas! the bright prospect is dimmed—the beautiful
picture is marred. Notwithstanding their advantages to re-
sist temptation, they fell, all their posterity under circum-
stances still less favorable, have followed in their footsteps.
Unhappy Eve! Oft had she gazed with delight at the ser
pent’s beautiful sparkling eye, and beheld with admiration
his graceful curves as he bounded from point to point—she
knew not aught on earth that could harm—how should she
suspect the deep design against her peace! It was not
strange to hear the serpent speak—all was new, and there-
fore nothing strange. ; :

The fatal deed was done! Death was written on all their
prospects, and despair stared them in the face, turn which-
ever way they might! The wretched pair are driven from
their happy peaceful home, and Eve cries out—

O unexpected stroke, worse than death,

Moust I thus leave thee, Paradise? thus leave
Thee, native soil! these happy walks and shades,
Fit haunt of gods! where I had hope to spend,
Quiet, though sad, the respite of that day

That must be mortal to us both.”
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What a contrast between their past and their present si!-
uation! Now, toil and care—sickness and pain—self-deni-
al and remorse—sin and repentance—suffering and death,
lie scattered in the pathway before them.  But amidst the
general wreck, one consolation yet remained.  Through
the dense cloud of almost overwhelming gloom, shone forth
one solitary star, beaming with ever increasing beauty and
brightness, to cheer their disappointed hearts—to lighten
their dark and melancholy way. Connubial love, with all
the elevated enjoyments that follow in its train, nearest akin
to the pleasures they have forever lost, was in mercy left—
heaven’s highest, richest boon compatible with a state of
sin. It cheered them in their wanderings, animated them
to exertion in their daily round of toil, and shielded them
from the horrors of despair.

By the little that can be learned from the Bible of the
history of the antediluvian race, it appears that in the early
ages of the world, woman was regarded as of but little con-
sequence except asa wire. Inany other light, she was con-
sidered as a kind of menial servant, a mere crReaTURE of no
benefit whatever, in her day and generation, except to ren-
der tribute to the other sex. ~ But as a wirk, as an instru-
ment or medium for the propagation of her species,.she be-
came partially invested with that dignity in reference to
the welfare of succeeding generations, which her position
demanded.

Before the flood, there is evidence of but one instance
of polygamy: ¢ Lamech took unto him two wives!” as
though it were strange indeed, uncommon, and worthy of
record. And we would here suggest a new interpretation of
a passage of scripture, concerning which no theologian, as

-far as we have examined, gives an opinion at all satisfac-
tory.

“And Lamech said unto his wives, Adah and Zillah,
hear my voice; ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto my
speech ; for I have slain a man to my wounding, and a young
man to my hurt.” ihishs truly a remarkable passage and
must mean something—something too of no trivial 1mpor-
tance to his wives. «Hear my voice, ye WIVEs or Lamecn,
hearken unto my speech.” Tt is not generally supposed

that he had committed murder—if s0, why should he address

them in that impressive manner as though i

L = the fact of in-
forming THEM was of about as much conseqﬁence as the fact
itself?  Would it be a wide stretch of fancy to suppose him
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acknowledging the injury he had done to some man, of
course unknown, and a ¢ youne MaN’’ too, by depriving him
of his rights in appropriating Two women to miMseLr, and
obliging thereby the voune man to live a single life 2 Mat-
rimony was even at that early day regarded as a blessing;
and thus early there is no other case of polygamy recorded.
Might not Lamech have discovered that the NuMBER of the
sexes was nearly equal, and felt constrained to confess the
wrong to his bosom friends ?

But be that as it may, it is by no means probable that
polygamy was at any time common before the flood. For
Adam, God created but one wife—Cain had but one—Noah
and his three sons had each but one—and they together
with Lamech are the only men whose wives are spoken of
before the flood.  After the deluge, the wife took a still
more exalted stand in the public estimation. When Abramn
went into Egypt, he feared to let it be known that Sarai was
his wife, lest he should be killed by the Egyptians in order
to possess themselves of his beautiful and accomplished
companion—as though they would sooner kiLL Hiv than vi-
olate the sacred character of the marriage relations. It
must be admitted, that, in this instance, Abram did not show
himself a very gallant and heroic husband, in thus exposing
his wife to strangers as a maiden, and he came well nigh
losing her by his temerity.

At a much later period, it seems, that the inhabitants of
the plain entirely abolished the marriage relations, and
freely gave themselves up to a licentiousness at which hu-
man nature, with all its frailties, instinctively revolts. It
was probably a mercy to them that they were suddenly de-
stroyed—and God in that instance, as He has ever done,
exhibited his utter abhorrence of the promiscuous intercourse
of the sexes. He has ever followed it with the most loath-
some and degrading diseases—He has thus undertaken to
teach mankind that it is a most palpable violation of the
laws of the human constitution—and how much more should
He reprobate the inconceivable pollution of the cities of
the plain!

In ancient Greece, twelve hundred years before Christ,
Matrimony was viewed of so much importance, and was re-
garded so choice a blessing, that the strongest anathema that
could be denounced against a man, was to say, that ¢he
deserved not to enjoy the rights of a citizen, the protection
of a subject, or the happiness of domestic life.” Woman at-



14 HISTORY OF MARRIAGE.

tained as high a rank, and probably higher, in that country,
than any other, where the doctrines of the Bible had not
been disseminated. It was customary among the Greeks
of the heroic ages, by whom the charms of beauty and fe-
male loveliness were respected, to celebrate the conjugal
union with all the pomp and circumstance of religious fes-
tivity. The hymeneal song was sung to cheer and gladden
the hearts of the happy pair—the joyous band carried the
nuptial torches in pride and ostentation through the city—
the lustral waters were drawn from the consecrated foun-
tain—and many revered ceremonies conspired to render
the connection of husband and wife comparatively respect-
able and sacred. ~ But woman was far from being consid-
ered the EQuaL companion of her husband. She was not re-
garded as the worHER, the sister, the wirk, the affectionate
FRIEND. Although the Trojan war was based upon the rage
and hatred of a slighted lover; though all European and
Asiatic Greece became the theatre of war and carnage to
gratify the revengeful emotions of blasted and disappointed
affection ; and though the ten years siege which terminated
in the entire destruction of ancient Troy, was begun, car-
ried on and completed, through the influence of the accom-
plished and beautiful, but treacherous and inconstant He-
len ; yet woman was degraded far below her rightful sphere
and appropriate condition. It is true, indeed, that a young
and beautiful Grecian queen, could captivate the soul and
affections of a youthful prince adorned with all those bril-
liant accomplishments that too often make shipwreck of the
female mind.  But this sanguinary and eventful war, so
celebrated in story and song, was not the result of that high
estimation of the female sex, which prevails in society
where it is refined and exalted by the milder manner and
loftier morality of the christian religion. It did not arise
from that sympathetic tenderness of the affections, peculiar
to the bolder and nobler sex in a Crrrsrian land—but was
the fruit of a pertinacious adherence to the empty forms of
GALLANTRY, and therefore furnished very appropriate mate-
rials for the poet’s fanciful imagination.

At this period of Grecian history, the violation of the
marriage bed was considered a crime of equal enormity with
murder, and the guilty criminal seldom escaped death, ex-
cept by flight. Instances of prostitution were rare, except
by those who h.ad been taken captive in war, and they most
probably submitted to this degradation only in consequence
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of their miserable servitude. A promiscuous intercourse
among the sexes was by no means common, except in sea-
sons of general festivity. The emotions of woman’s heart
were not compelled to lie buried ¢like a worm in the bud 3’
but the frank expression of her affections was encouraged,
and invested her with increased loveliness and new honors.
At the time of which we now write, polygamy, strictly
speaking, was not encouraged or allowed ; but, concubines
were kept, generally captives taken in war, who held a much
lower rank than the wife. By some historians it has been
asserted that wives, as such, were purchased—which opin-
ion has probably been formed from the mutual exchange
of presents between the husband and intended father-in-law.
The historian, Gilles, says, ‘“the Greeks had particular
terms to express the present which the husband bestowed,
as well as that which he received. The former, which has
no corresponding term in the modern languages, is translat-
ed by the more general word ¢ price, which has given rise
to the false notion of the purchase and servitude of women.”

In all nations where the wife is purchased, she is regard-
ed as every thing else purchasable is, as worth just so much
money, and no more ; and, of course, if the sum is offered,
the bargain “is struck.” In such a state of society, she
cannot assume a position more elevated than the ordinary
slave. 'The gallantry of the ancient Greeks, with their al-
most superstitious respect for the marriage relation, forbids
at once the idea that their wives were either bought or
treated like slaves. An idea of their conjugal love is rather
overwrought, but most beautifully and graphically express-
ed by Homer, in his immortal Iliad. In the siege of Troy,
in the midst of those battles so gigantic and so sanguinary,
the immortal gods themselves are represented as having
taken part in them. Hector, son of king Priam, left the
field to seek his brother Paris, on account of whose wife
the war had been prosecuted. He found him with the beau-
tiful Helen, unwilling to leave her to engage in the strife.
Paris consents to fly to arms since Helen desires it; at the
same time, Helen desires Hector to prosecute the fight no
Jonger on her account, To which Hector replies :

«This time forbids to rest;
The Trojan band, by hostile fury prest,
Demand their Hector, and his arm require ;
The combat urges, and my soul’s on fire.
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Urge thou thy knight to march where glory calls,
And timely join me, ere I leave the walls,

Ere yet I mingle in the direful fray,

My wife, my infant, claim a moment’s stay ;

This day (perhaps the last that sees me here)
Demands a parting word, a tender tear;

This day, some god who hates our Trojan land
May vanquish Hector by a Grecian hand.

He said, and pass’d with sad presaging heart
To seek his spouse, his soul’s far dearer part ;
At home he sought her, but he sought in vain :
She, with one maid of all her menial train,
Had thence retired ; and, with her second joy,
The young Astyanax, the hope of Troy.
Pensive she stood on Ilion’s towery height,
Beheld the war, and sicken’d at the sight :
There her sad eyes in vain her lord explore,
Or weep the wounds her bleeding country bore.

But he who found not whom his soul desired,
Whose virtue charm’d him as her beauty fir'd,
Stood in the gates, and ask’d what way she bent
Her parting steps ? If to the fane she went,
Where late the mourning matrons made resort ;
Or sought her sisters in the Trojan court ?

Not to the court, (replied th’ attendant train,)
Nor mix’d with matrons to Minerva’s fane :

To Ilion’s steepy tower she bent her way,

To mark the fortunes of the doubtful day.

Troy fled, she heard, before the Grecian sword;
She heard and trembled for her absent lord :
Distracted with surprise, she seem’d to fly,
Fear on her cheek, and sorrow in her eye.

The nurse attended with her infant boy,

The young Astyanax, the hope of Troy.

Hector this heard, return’d without delay :
Swift through the town he trod his former way,
Through streets of palaces, and walks of state ;
And met the mourner at the Sczan gate.

With haste to meet him sprung the joyful fair,
His blameless wife, Aetion’s wealthy heir :
(Cilician Thebe great Aetion sway’d,

And Hyppoplacia’s wide extended shade 2)

The nurse stood near, in whose embraces press’d
His only hope hung smiling at her breast,
Whom each soft charm and early grace adorn,
Fair as the new-born star that gilds the morn.
To this loved infant, Hector gave the name
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Scamandrius, from Scamander’s honor'd stream :
Astyanax the Trojans called the boy,

From his great father, the defence of Troy.
Silent the warrior smiled, and pleased, resign’d
To tender passions all his mighty mind.

His beauteous princess cast a mournful look,
Hung on his hand, and then dejected spoke ;
Her bosom labor’d with a boiling sigh,

And the big tear stood trembling in her eye.
¢Too daring prince! ah, whither dost thou run?
A, too forgetful of thy wife and son !

And think’st thou not how wretched we shall be,
A widow I, and a helpless orphan he!

For sure such courage length of life denies ;
Aud thou must fall, thy virture’s sacrifice.
Greece in her single heroes strove in vain ;

Now hosts oppose thee, and thou must be slain !
Oh! grant me, gods, ere Hector meets his doom,
All'T can ask of heaven, an early tomb.

So shall my days in one sad tenor run,

And end with sorrows as they first begun.

No parent now remains my griefs to share,

No father’s aid, no mother’s tender care.

The fierce Achilles wrapped our walls in fire,
Lay Thebe waste, and slew my warlike sire !
His fate compassion in the victor bred ;

Stern as he was, he yet rever’d the dead ;

His radiant arms preserved from hostile spoil,
And laid him decent on the funeral pile ;

Then raised a mountain where his bones were bura’e
The mountain nymphs the rural tomb adorned,
Jove’s sylvan daughters bade their elms bestow
A barren shade, and in his honor grow.

By the same arm my seven brave brothers fell,
In one sad day beheld the gates of hell:
While the fat herds and snowy flocks they fed ;
Amid their field the hapless heroes bled !
My mother liv’d to bear the victor’s bands,
T'he queen of Hippoplacia’s sylvan lands :
Redeemed too late, she scarce beheld again
Her pleasing empire and her native plain,
When, ah ! opprest by life—consuming wo,
She fell a vietim to Diana’s bow.

Yet, while my Hector still survives, I see
My father, mother, brethren, all, in thee :
Alas! my parents, brothers, kindred, all
Once more will perish, if my Hector fall.
Thy wife, thy infant in thy danger share :
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Oh prove a husband’s and a father’s care!

That quarter most the skilful Greeks annoy,
Where yon wild fig-trees join the walls of Troy;
"Then from this tower defend th’ important post :
There Agamemnon points his dreadful host,
That pass Tydides, Ajax, strive to gain,

And there the vengeful Spartan fires his train.
Thrice our bold foes the fierce attack have given,
Or led by hopes, or dictated from heaven.

Let others in the field their arms employ,

But stay, my Hector, here, and guard his Troy.”

Such is a picture of conjugal love drawn by an author
nearly three thousand years ago. Even at the present day,
we are unaccustomed to invest the marriage relation with
much higher charms or much deeper interest. The immor-
tal bard goes on to show, that to Andromache’s heart, the
wife of Hector, the loss of her father and seven brothers in
battle, and her own dear mother’s slavery and broken heart,
were trifling afilictions compared with the loss of her hus-
band. With Hector, the sorrow for his mother’s death—
his father’s hairs defiled with gore, and all his brothers
gasping in the last agonies of cruel death, was not so great
as to see, in his imagination, his wife in captivity, and hear
her fallen greatness ridiculed with the taunting cry—

“Behold the mighty Hector’s wife !

But at a later period in the history of Greece, we find
that the value of the female sex was estimated like that of
the most ignoble objects—merely by profit or utility. They
were perpetually confined to the most retired and secluded
apartments, and doomed to the performance of the meanest
offices of domestic economy. They were unceremoniously
excluded from all the fond delights of social and domestic
intercourse, which nature has so peculiarly fitted them to
adorn.  Their education was either entirely neglected, or
confined to such low and contemptible objects as tended on-
ly to debase and degrade the mind. No efforts were made
to render them agreeable members of society. ¢ Though
neither qualified for holding an honorable rank in society;,
nor permitted to enjoy the company of their nearest friends
and relatlops, they were thought capable of superintending
or performing the drudgery of domestic labor, acting as
stewards for their husbands, and thus relieving them from a
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multiplicity of little cares, which seemed unworthy of their
attention, and unsuitable to their dignity.”* 'The whole
burden of such mercenary cares was imposed upon the fe-
male sex, and her treatment and instructions were all adapt-
ed to that servile rank, beyond which she could never af-
terwards aspire.  Nothing was allowed to divert her de-
graded and drooping mind from those low occupations to
which she was cruelly and perpetually doomed.

Before Christ, 333 years, Alexander conquered Persia
Greece was now at the height of its glory, and her inhabit
ants gave themselves up to all those unbridled and enervat
ing indulgences which are sure presages of a nation’s fall
Luxury, pride, licentiousness and debauchery, had grown
with their growth, their passions had become base and pow-
erful, till virtuous love could scarcely furnish the least evi-
dence of its existence.

In the Greek colonies of Asia, temples of Venus were
erected, where undisguised prostitution was practised, with-
out the least efforts at secrecy, or the least apparent shame.
Here the most beautiful and accomplished damsels conse-
crated themselves as priestesses to the goddess of Love.
Corinth was particularly noted for its temple of Venus,
where at one time, more than 1000 females were maintained
within its walls, ever ready to mingle in the most revolting
scenes of degradation, and to prostitute themselves for filthy
lucre. This may appear almost incredible to the mind of
the chaste and virtuous reader. ~ What! one thousand of
the fair and beautiful of our race, in a single city, whose
sole employment was, to descend to the lowest depths of
infamy ! The thought is most startling! But, were all the
facts disclosed, even our own times would rival the ancient
Grecians in obscenity, especially in some of our larger
towns. In 1837, in a city of the United States, containing
a population of only 20,000 inhabitants, the Ladies’ Moral
Reform Society of that place, published that there were
during the season of navigation, at least a thousand women
of ill fame. The Society was at once denounced by one of
the city papers, as a vile slanderer of their beautiful city
and of the female sex. ~ Whereupon the officers of the So-
ciety appealed to the town council for an endorsement of
their opinion and statement, and it was promptly given.

* Gilles’ “Greece—page 174.
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This city had but 20,000 inhabitants, while Corinth con.
tained several HuNDRED thousand.

When men countenanced such a system, of course they
would spare no pains to ensure its perpetuity. They were
af great trouble and expense to obtain girls, still in tender
childhood, from the islands of the Archipelago and other
parts, (for which, not unfrequently, enormous sums were
paid,) that they might be trained for this semi-religious
prostitution, when of maturer age. Some of them.a_cquxred
immense fortunes. Phryne, a beauty of such enticing ex-
terior that she could command whatever sum she pleased
for her favors, had accumulated such a princely fortune,
that she offered to rebuild, at her own expense, Thebes,
which had been destroyed by Alexander, provided she could
have inscribed on the walls—¢ Alexander diruit sed mere-
trix Phryne refecit.”

These abandoned characters, who trafficked in their charms,
by their intercourse with public affairs, became well informed
upon all matters of general interest, more attractive in their
manners, and consequently were possessed of fascinations
far superior to the virtuous wife who seldom left her own
secluded apartments, and who was never visited except by
her near relations. The stronger sex seemed infatuated by
their power—wives were neglected, and these abandoned
women ruled the city. Licentious pictures were circulated
in abundance, and everywhere commanded a ready sale.
The vile and degraded but celebrated harlot, Phryne, was
the model made use of by Praxiteles, the celebrated Grecian
sculptor, for two statues of Venus—one naked, the other
dressed. The king of Bythinia was so eager to procure the
former, that he offered to pay, to secure it, the Cnidian debt,
which was enormous. But they chose rather to pay their
own liabilities than lose the privilege of feasting their vo-
luptuous eyes upon the marble statue, which it is said pos-
sessed an appearance of all the softness and sensibility of
nature. Not a few of these characters acquired a distinction
which has handed their names down to posterity. The
most renowned of all, perhaps, was Aspasia of Miletus.
Her charms exerted no small influence upon the affairs of
the nation. She was a woman possessed of extraordinary
mental endowments, daughter of Axiochus, and, we are in-
formed, possessed a profound knowledge of eloquence and
philosophy, insomuch that Socrates and Pericles became
her pupils, the latter of whom became so captivated by her
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mental and personal accomplishments, that he took her for
his wife and mistress. Among those of less note were Le-
ontium and Theodora.

This licentious debauchery, and high-handed violation of
the laws of God and of the human constitution, was com-
mon and practised to a most alarming and humiliating ex-
tent, among the first families of that ancient people—even’
kings and princes mingled openly in the general degrada-
tion, and queens and princesses became their paramours
and mistresses. It is recorded of Alexander as a proof of
his exalted virtues, that when he had defeated Darius and
his army of 600,000 men, and taken his wife, mother, and
daughters prisoners, instead of making them srLaves, as by
the custom of war he might have done, he treated- them
with the highest regard, and afterwards honorably married
one of the daughters, and gave her sister in marriage to one
of his favorite generals, Hepeston. This makes him aprEaR
a very virtuous and indulgent conqueror—but the same
learned author is compelled to state in another place, that
he had a mistress by the name of Campaspe, between whom
and himself there existed, on her part, the strongest attach-
ments. He had a picture styled ¢ Vexus Anapone,” taken
of her, which was the work of Appelles, the first artist of
the age. The beautiful Campaspe was the model. It was
hardly strange that the devoted artist should be removed by
the overpowering charms which his faithful pencil deline-
ated. When Alexander was advised of his passion, regard-
less of her feelings and devotion to him, he gave her as a
donation to the painter—degrading her from her fancied
devotion of the favored flattered mistress of the most distin-
guished monarch, to a mere instrument for the gratification
of a lustful appetite. e

In one of Cyrus’ invasions, the governor of Cilicia sent
his wife to meet that conqueror on the frontiers of Phrygia,
to conciliate his favor with costly presents. She also lent
him the charms of her beauty, and thus saved her country
from devastation and ruin. So completely did she over-
power and subdue this monarch by her fascinations, that
he even reviewed his troops in her presence to do her
honor. 4

Sad degeneracy from rude virtue to refined lust! Sad
change from those times, but a few centuries before, when
Matrimony was esteemed a gift of the gods, toa degredation
of the populace that even led magistrates to attribute the
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repulse of Xerxes to the prevailing prayers of abandoned
harlots! What a melancholy contrast between that period
when adultery was purishable by death, and the time of
which we now write, when the portraits of public prosti-
tutes were painted at the public expense! Who can won-
der that Greece fell—that all her greatness crumbled and
was trodden under foot, when unbridled passion thus de-
molished all the safeguards of private virtue and domestic
bliss? Our own country might learn a lesson here, worthy
of perpetual remembrance.

When Greece supposed herself in the very front rank of
the nations of antiquity—when she was in the zenith of her
boasted glory—when she stood upon the high pinnacle of her
political consequence, it would seem that her settled policy
was to crush and belittle female influence. It ought to be
humiliating to the pride of man, that his sex has been the -
guilty instrument of such unpardonable insult to the most
amiable part of the human species, and that too, by a peo-
ple by far the most refined of all the nations of ancient
days. Historians may eulogize the Grecian name—they
may write of their exalted virtues—their heroism—their
patriotism and valor—they may tell of their achievements
in the sciences and in the arts—but never! never can they
obliterate the indelible stigma, the deep and abiding re-
proach, that this refined and comparatively exalted people,
malignantly insulted and degraded the female character!
In the candid and impartial estimation of every refined and
Christian country, the indignity with which the gentler sex
was treated by the Grecians, will forever remain a foul blot
upon the pages of their country’s history.

Concerning the ancient Persians and other inhabitants of
Asia, but little is known. From the few fragments of his-
tory which have come down to us, it appears that polygamy
was indulged, which is proof PER sE that the wife was not
regarded as the equal of the husband. She was guarded
with watchful care as at the present day—which shows the
little confidence men placed in each other’s honor and fidel-
ity ; and every man seemed to consider and take for granted
that every other man would regard female charms as lawful
plunder. Perhaps no more certain method can be devised
to corrupt a woman’s imagination and create licentious de-
sires, than to keep her in almost perpetual seclusion. lest
she should be robbed of her virtue. By this means she is
from childhood reminded of her particular consequénce in
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the eyes of man; and the reason of her surveillance perpet-
ually suggests the reason of that consequence. Her mind
naturally dwells upon the subject sought to be concealed,
and curiosity induces desire to break away from her thraldom,
and learn something of the profound mystery. [t has gene-
rally been found that coercive measures for the preserva-
tion of female chastity, have resulted in her corruption at
heart, and in her fall from that purity which stamps her sex
with inestimable value. In all countries where unreasona-
ble restraint is imposed upon her, as well as in those where
she is elevated to her rightful position, “if woman chance
to swerve from the strictest rules of virtue,

Ruin ensues, reproach and endless shame,
And one false step forever blasts her fame !
In vain with tears the loss she may deplore ;
In vain look back to what she was before :
She sets like stars that fall to rise no more !”’

In Syria and western Asia, prostitution was connected
with their religious services and ceremonies, as was the case
in Greece. Females of tender age, served in the Aprodite
and unhesitatingly bestowed their semi-religious favors upon
the visitors. This mock religion, no doubt, had many sin-
cere worshippers, for thus they had been taught from early
childhood—but, at this day, the cultivated mind sickens at
these painful disclosures of almost beastly degradation un-
der the solemn sanctity of religion. It can scarcely credit
the faithful and impartial historian who records these evi-
dences of total depravity in the children of our fallen race.

In upper Asia, the Bramins, the aristocracy of the popu-
lation, are permitted to monopolize the first attentions and
favors of the new-married wife, who esteems it an honor.
The Bramin, strange a#® it may seem, is regarded as unre-
servedly consecrated to his religion, so much so, that earth-
en vessels belonging to him, when used by profane persons,
or for certain purposes, must be broken. Leather and skins
of animals, and most animals themselves, must not be touched
by them, on account of their impurity. He isalso taught
to entertain a horror of the defilement of the soul by sin ;
and rules for purification by ablution, penances, and various
ceremonies, are prescribed. How perfectly absurd and su-
premely ridiculous the thought, that t}}ey are the hol}_r men
of God, whom they pretend to worship, while they live in
continual and open violation of the sanctity of the matri-
monial relations existing between husband and wife !
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In Assyria, girls of proper age to marry, were sold at
auction ; and the bids received for those whose charms
commanded a round sum, were sequestered for those whose
attractions commanded no bid at all; in other words, the
sum which was paid for the young damsel who had external
accomplishments to recommend her to the favor of her
courtier, was passed to the credit of some one less favored
by the bestowment of those graces. Thus those who had
not found favor in the eyes of the'goddess of beauty, not
unfrequently were able to couple with their homely per-
son, and ugly, awkward, mis-shaped figure. a princely for-
tune, which is sometimes an important desideratum in the
mind of the young man seeking a wife. This custom is
somewhat analagous to the Catholic’s plan of salvation,
which gives the extra works of the good man, or works of
supererogation, to him who has nothing to recommend him
to the high favor of his offended Redeemer—thus taking
the wretch steeped in iniquity and crime home to paradise,
upon the merits of some pharisaical priest who has a surplus
of RIGHTEOUSNESS, but is somewhat in want of MoNEY !

In all countries where woman is valued for the mere
physical pleasure or pecuniary profit she is capable of yield-
ing, she is not permitted to enjoy the privilege of her own
choice in the selection of a husband. At one time or
another, among nearly all the oriental nations, she has been
regarded as a mere chattel, destined to live and act entirely
at the sovereign pleasure and disposal of others—to be ruled
and guided by the whims, caprices and passions of the
‘“stronger vessel,” with whom might was right, and weak-
ness no protecting shield. Thus she has lived her brief and
miserable day, somewhat valued and caressed while the
charms of beauty and of youth coulgd excite and satiate the
amorous propensities of the tyrant who had her in custody—
but neglected, despised, and forgotten, when the rose tint
had faded from her damask cheek, and she was no longer
able to minister to the gratification of his brutal propensities.
Licentiousness has always been ¢ the sin which has so easily
beset” the stronger sex. It is highly probable that in the
early ages of the world, this was the prevailing error for
which the Almighty poured out upon the inhabitants the
hot vials of his wrath, and gave themn such signal tokens of
the divine displeasure. Some have supposed that for this
the world was destroyed by water.

It may be supposed that, previous to the flood, God had
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not, by any signal display of his vengeance, revealed his
abhorrtnce of promiscuous commerce between the sexes—
that he had not thundered his denunciations against this
detestable wickedness—and that the inhabitants had not
learned, by the sad experience of former ages, its dreadful
and prostrating influences; and, therefore, following the
dictates of unrestrained passion, they became the victims of
the violation of the organic laws of their own constitutions.

In after times, among the cities of the plain, the inhabi-
tants became so sunken in vice, so degraded and polluted
by their own lusts, and so perfectly lost to all sense of shame,
that burning liquid brimstone alone could purify them from
the contamination of their own foul misdeeds. = God never
passes any EX POST FAcTo laws—that is, his justice will not
permit him to pass a law, making that a crime which was
before innocent, and then punish for its transgression or
violation BEFORE the law was made known. His vengeance
in this instance, fully proves that the inhabitants of the
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah well understood the will of
God upon this subject. They, as well as the antediluvians,
might readily understand it by an acquaintance with the
laws of their own physical and moral constitutions, as well
as a history of the creation of the first pair in Eden.

Previous to the destruction of these cities, the marriage
relation had been known and well understood. The mutual
obligations of the parties had often been acknowledged.
Starting upon these premises, that the inhabitants knew
what was right in this regard, to preserve that holy bond
inviolate, one of the ten commandments was, ¢ thou shalt
not commit adultery”’—and to throw around it every safe-
guard that could shield it, another was, ¢ thou shalt not co-
vet thy neighbor’s wife.”” They were here forbidden even
to pEsirE their neighbor’s wives, lest they might be for in-
venting means for accomplishing their gratification by de-
priving their neighbors of what was lawfully theirs. Thus
God not only designed to enforce the purity of the wife,
»ut to give the sanction of Heaven to the inviolability of
he marriage relation itself. ;

No small portion of the laws given by Moses to the Israel-
ites, had reference to the sanctity of the relations of hus-
band and wife. Adultery and incest were punished capi-
tally, or with death! but at the present day, and even in
some of the United States, this matter is laughed to scorn

o
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and derision as a mere trifling affair of innocent amusement !
They seem disposed to countenance indirectly, an l'lproot
ing of the very foundations of society, and.a demohthn of
the partition walls that separate between virtue and vice.
Under the laws of Moses, fornication with a young wo-
man not betrothed could be atoned for by marriage only— -
with a bondmaid, the punishment was scourging. If the
daughter of a priest indulged in lewd habits, or even for
once suffered a violation of her chastity, she was burnt alive
—a striking contrast with the treatment of other women,
who seem not to have been punished at all. Captives taken
in war, might become wives and divorced at pleasure, but
in that case they were to be free. 1f a man accused his
wife falsely of incontinence, he must pay her father a cer-
tain sum of money amounting to about fifty dollars, and
could never after divorce her.  Priests could marry none
but virgins. Husbands were exempt from military service
for one year after their marriage. If a man married and
died without offspring, the next of kin was under obliga-
tions to marry the surviving widow, on pain of public dis-
grace ; and the children rightfully succeeded to the name
and honors of the first husband. The wife could not make
a vow without the consent of the husband. Under such
laws, marriage was considered honorable and desirable.
Fathers regarded it as very desirable that their daughters
should marry before twenty years of age. Though the an-
cient Israelites possessed strong and almost irresistible pas-
sions, they were generally a chaste and virtuous people.
Their elevated notions upon this institution, combined with
their strong love of children, or philoprogenitiveness, made
them place a high estimation upon woman as a wife. Their
weddings were usually celebrated with a season of protracted
festivity, and in a manner too that indicated it to be one of
the most important events of life. The bridegroom re-
paired with his paranymph or brideman, and a few select
friends, to the house of his intended. The friends of the
bride assembled ; and in separate apartments the different
sexes rejoiced and made merry. For seven days they passed
their time in proposing riddles, and in innocent plays and
amusements.  On the evening of the last day, the bride
was formally surrendered; at which time the company
started with torches, songs, and instrumental music, for the
house of t_he bridegroom’s father. The friends and relatives
of the bridegroom were at home, and anxiously waiting to
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receive them. While they made merry or waited in silence
at the father’s residence, a watchman was stationed without
to give notice of the company’s approach. Perhaps ’tis
late—and the hour of the night depends something upon the
distance to travel—and they are probably all reposing in
the quiet slumbers of the night. The watchman, all of a
sudden, beholds the faint light of the torches in the dim dis-
tance, and he sounds the long expected alarm, ¢ behold the
bridegroom cometh—go ye out to meet him.” In haste they
arouse themselves, and go forth, each with his torch, to es-
cort the happy couple home. On arriving, they find a
sumptuous entertainment provided ; and the remainder of
the night, or the principal part of it, is spent in feasting and
mirth. No interlopers or uninvited guests can intrude them-
selves ; but every person present who has no right there by
invitation, or on account of intimacy with rejoicing friends,
is immediately forced to depart.

The modern Jews ratify the marriage rite with a regular
and uniform ceremony. The contracting parties stand up
under a canopy, both veiled—a cup of wine is blessed and
given them to drink. ~ The bridegroom places a ring upon
the finger of the bride, saying, * by this ring thou art my
spouse according to the custom of Moses and the children
of Israel.” ~ The marriage contract is then read and given
to the bride’s parents or nearest relations ; after which ano-
ther cup of wine is blessed six times, of which they par-
take ; the remainder is emptied, and the husband dashes the
cup against the wall, in perpetual remembrance of the
mournful destruction of their once noble and magnificent
temple. B

It is a disputed point whether the law of Moses prohibited
polygamy.  Beyond all question it was practised to some
extent; but it became obsolete at the coming of our Sav-
viour. Solomon, like Robin Roughhead in the play, seemed
pretty well determined that ¢ there should be no widows,
for he would marry them all!” ~ Whether he succeeded in
his charitable design, history doth not inform us; but no
less than one thousand charming females, mqludmg his
wives and concubines, the fairest, most beautiful and vo-
luptuous of the daughters of [sraogl, as well as of the sur-
rounding nations, graced his domestic circle. ‘\:Vhether thle
accomplished Queen of the South, to whom ¢ he gave a 1
her desire,” was included in the number, we know not ; but
we may learn a lesson of the sad results of polygamy in
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their influence over this exalted monarch, in persu'admg
him to build them temples for the indulgence of their su-
perstition in the worship of their gods. He could govern a
NATION wisely, but female influence governed him as is
abundantly proved by the testimony of history—or rather his
passions governed him, as his amorous, not to say OBSCENE
songs, clearly demonstrate. e

The ancient Jews well understood the predictions of the
prophets, that in later days the Saviour and Redeemer of
mankind was to make his appearance in our fallen and apos-
tate world. Century after century they anxiously looked for
the coming of the promised Shiloh. He was to be a Jew!
Who should have the honor of his parentage  This was an
interesting inquiry among them, and one which doubtless
contributed in no small degree to render the marriage state
desirable as well as honorable. Its tendency also was to
elevate the standing of the female sex, by inspiring her with
the highest self-respect. = Debarred as she was from a par-
ticipation in the solemn and imposing rites and ceremonies
which were regarded the chief glory of the nation ; yet she
could not fail to be conscious of her importance, when she
considered that she was to give birth to the Saviour of our
race. Each naturally and almost instinctively asked herself
the question, ¢ who shall be the happy mother of the Lord
Jesus Christ 7’ I may be thus blest as the happiest among
women—it may be my daughter—it may be my grand-
daughter, or some of my posterity.””  Such considerations
could not but elevate the feelings of the sex, influence an
ardent desire to enter the marriage state—and wrHEN mar-
ried, the exclamation was hardly strange, ¢ give me chil-
dren, or I die !”

The institution of Matrimony was regarded as a matter
of no trifling concernment among the ancient Romans. Fa-
thers who refused to apportion their daughters, or to per-
mit their marriage, were compelled to do so by the civil
authorities.  Married men in society took precedence
of u_nmarned men, or bachelors, wholly irrespecting
and independent of any considerations of wealth, rank or
age. 'They were looked upon, and justly too, as ha’vincr dis-
charged a high and important duty which they owed tc(; S0-
ciety and the world. ~ For this reason they enjoyed alto-
gether superior chances for obtaining high offices ‘of trust
profit and resPonS}bility; having in part at least, dischargeé
the sacred obligations due to their fellow men, Senators,
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other conditions being equal, who had numercus families,
took precedence f their fellow members, in all matters of
importance in the Senate chamber. It was supposed that
such members had a deeper interest in the perpetuity and
welfare of their institutions—an aristocracy, if so it may be
termed, altogether more natural and rational than those con-
temptible sordid distinctions based upon filthy lucre. Such
a man might be reasonably looked upon as acting, not mere-
ly for mmseLF, but for the children of his own body. He
also enjoyed exemptions from the performance of arduous,
laborious, and painful duties which might be imposed upon
others. Hence, at one time in their history, we find that a
married man who was the father of three children, coul

not be compelled to accept of any office contrary to his in
clinations.

But notwithstanding the apparent dignity thus attached
to the marriage relation, it seems not to have been a suffi-
ciently sacrep institution—for to the original law which
gave fo the husband the unreasonable and absolute right to
divorce his wife for adultery, poisoning his children, or
counterfeiting his keys, was added another which gave him
the liberty of dissolving this solemn contract for the most
trifling offences, and on the most frivolous pretences. For
instance, lodging abroad without being able to give to his
lordship, her husband, a satisfactory reason—going to the
theatre contrary to his lordship’s orders, and kindred trifling
aberrations from duty, were offences sufficiently grave to
justify the stern decree of a separation. !

But in this matter of divorce, there seems to have been an
acknowledgment of the muTuaL rights of the parties; for
the wife could also repudiate the husband—an authority for
which we should scarcely have looked, when we considered
the source whence the laws emanated—and especially when
we have had such oft-repeated evidences of the selfishness
of man, and his extreme jealousy of his authority regarding
this subject. But we must confess, that in this instance, the
Romans exhibited a sense of justice which could .hardly
have been looked for in their history, and an implied ac-
knowledgment that woman had rights that ought to be re-
garded—a policy which legislaturzs of modern days seem
slow to appreciate. d g /

The marriage ceremony was celebrated with no inconsid-
erable degree of pomp and circumstance. The utmost care
was taken to fix upon a day that had been found not to be
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unlucky. The latter part of June was preferred to any
other season of the year. The day previous to the wedding,
the bride elect divided her hair into six locks, and sacrificed
liberally to the goddess qf marriage, and the goddess of love.
On the wedding day she ornamented herself with flowers,
and encircled her waist with a woollen zone, tied in a ¢ Her-
cules knot.”” Her face was covered with ared veil, and her
feet with red shoes, emblems of modesty. After the auspi-
ces were taken, and sacrifices had been offered to the gods of
matrimony, the couple seated themselves upon the fleece of
the victim. In the evening the bride was led home by her
husband, who pretended to take her from her mother by
force, in*allusion to the rage of the Sabines. =~ They were
accompanied by a great crowd with music and demonstra-
tions of merriment. Arriving at the house, she hung wool-
en bands at the door posts as signs of her chastity, and rub-
bed the posts with the fat of wolves and hogs, to guard
against enchantment. = The keys were given her, and she
and her husband touched fire and water as signs of chastity
and purity.  After various other ceremonies and feasting,
the bride was conducted to her bridal chamber, by matrons
who had been but once married.*

How little do we find in all our researches among the
nations of antiquity, upon this subject, that can fill the mind
with pleasure!  Among the countless millions who have
peopled our revolted world, almost universally we find the
female sex has been made the passive instrument for the
gratification of man’s sensual appetites—and even where she
has been treated in some small degree as the equal of her
husband, it has been more frequently the result of mere an-
1AL love, than a sense of her moral and intellectual worth.
It was left for CuristianiTy alone to teach us the real na-
tural position and worth of the sex.  For even now, in a.l
countries except those where the religion of the cross has
shed its benign and meliorating influences, subduing the
passions, elevating the affections, exalting and ennobling the
intellect, and refining the moral over the animal nature of
man, she is still, whatever may be her circumstances other-
wise, from the empress on her throne down to the degraded
captive in the harem, a slave to the lusts of brutal man.

She has risen by slow and gradual progress, to higher and
higher degrees of estimation, as the pure and holy principles

* See 8th Vol. Encyclopedia Americana, art. on « Marriage.”



BARBAROUS NATIONS. 31

of the Bible have been promulgated in the world. Females
command regard in just such proportion as the moral feel-
ings predominate. When these prevail, they are invariably
esteemed as the FRIENDs and suitable companioNs of man.
And here we may be permitted to remark, that the lessons
of wisdom and morality taught in the sacred Scriptures, are
eminently calculated to refine, elevate, and properly culti-
vate man’s moral nature. ~ They teach him his own frail-
ties ; his relations to God ; and the relative position and re-
sponsibilities which he occupies in society. He learns from
the teachings of the inspired penman, that woman is not to
be degraded into a mere toy and a base instrument for his
gratification.  He is there taught that she has high and no-
ble functions to perform—that she is endowed with graces,
virtues and affections, the proper cultivation of which, will
shed beams of high and permanent delight on all the rela-
tions of the domestic circle. That she is rightfully to share
with him the pleasures, and divide with him all the bitter
sorrows of life—and that she is emphatically his partner in
all that is valuable in the social world.

It is a truth most deplorable and shocking to the feelings
of a sensitive and delicate female, that the condition of her
sex is so miserable and degraded among all barbarous na-
tions. Where the lower feelings of man’s nature predomi-
nate, and where the male sex has not received the benefi-
cent influences of a Christian education, there the female
has been, and still is, and ever will be, reduced to a state of
vassalage and abject servitude. This is her melancholy
condition in every land where the Bible is unknown ; and
in many countries where the religion of Jesus Christ is un-
taught, she is bought and sold at the fall of the hammer,
like beasts in the market. It is in vain that she undertakes
to vindicate her invaluable rights—in vain that she raises
her imploring voice at the feet of the heartless tyrant. He
disregards her anxious prayers, tramples upon her tears, and
ruthlessly disregards all the tender feelings of her agonizing
soul. Her rights are looked upon as of no importance when
they come in competition with his desires of self-gratifica-
tion. All her interests—all she holds dear and valuable in
this world and the world to come—all! all! must be cruelly
and unreservedly sacrificed as a contribution to the unhal-
lowed pleasures of man’s vitiated and perverted appetite.

We are inclined to consider the testimony of history upon
this subject, a most serious commentary on the depravity of



32 HISTORY OF MARRIAGE.

human nature. Even among cIVILIZED nations, the doctrines
of the Bible and the religion of Jesus Christ, is the only infal-
sible safeguard of the sex. They are like a strong fortress to
guard and protect the weak and helpless. 1
Among the nations of modern days, China comes in for
her full share of infamy, on account of her shameless abuse
of the gentler sex. She has a population comprising more
than one fourth the inhabitants of the entire globle; a nation
that has stood still, in all the improvements of the world
which have distinguished other nations for more than four
thousand years—a people that boasts an origin farther bacl
in the faint twilight of antiquity than any other, and of
having lost themselves in the remote period of more than
forty-nine thousand years of their national history, and
which sets herself up as the standard of human perfectibility
—yet she thinks and acts, to a fraction, precisely as she did
before the deep foundations of the ancient Babylon were
laid. Internal commotions and civil discord have almost
rent the empires of earth assunder, but no alternations have
ever changed the habits and characteristics of her people—
no storm, moral or political, has ever purified her moral at-
mosphere, and dug her from the deep abyss of superstition,
ignorance and vice, in which she had so long wallowed.
At the present day, as from time immemorial, the female
sex isdegraded almost to a level with the brutes, that perish
and are forgotten. In consequence of their settled habits
of squeamish fastidiousness, a woman of the more “elevated
classes would no more think of being seen in the streets of
one of their villages or cities, than a lady of Boston or New
York would in the lowest grogeries, chatting with the vul-
gar votaries of the rum bottle. When they find it neces-
sary to go abroad, they are conveyed in a closed carriage.
'The lower classes, or those who are literally sLavEes to their
husbands, enjoy a little more freedom; and while the lordly
husband is perhaps amusing himself at home, the miserable
wife may be seen engaged in the most laborious occupations,
perhaps with an infant on her back. Sometimes they are
compelled to drag the plough or harrow, while the husband
casts the seed into the earth. She is by no means esteemed
as a companion, as appears from the fact that she eats at a
separate table, sits in her separate apartment, and -waits
submissive the will of her lord. Among the middle classes
their accomplishments and occupations consist in weaving’
embroidering and painting. A little knowledge of music
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and dancing, constitutes the education of the highest circles
of female society. Their custom of compressing the feet,
is well known. A lady’s foot of full size, is about four
inches long, among these people, including the great toe,
which is permitted to enjoy its natural growth—and about
one and a half inches in width, forming a perfect ¢clump
foot.”” But such is the rasuioN ; and no matter how much
pain it costs, ladies of Fasmron and quality must submit.
The Chinese consider a woman without a foot, a perfect
beauty ; and they are not half so unreasonable as our
American ladies—who regard themselves as beauty per-
sonified, if they are destitute of a warst! Compression
of the feet only injures a comparatively unimportant por-
.tion of the system, the extremities, except by sympathy—
but compression of the waist and thorax, injures a vital
part, and in thousands of instances, causes premature death !
The ladies of Tartary do not conform to this barbarously
delicate custom of cramping the feet ; and in other respects,
they enjoy more freedom than their more fashionable sisters
of Southern China.

In the Chinese Empire, the wife is sold at her marriage,
and is not permitted to raise her voice in a matter, which to
her, of all others, is most important. She is sold by her pa-
rents or guardians to the highest bidder, as cattle are sold
at auction or vendue. The cold-hearted purchaser, often-
times, knows as little of her physical and moral qualities,
as our western land speculators do of their locations five
hundred miles in the wilderness.~ He buys her as he would
a horse, on the recommendation of the seller, with the priv-
ilege of annulling the contract if she does not answer the
description. After the bargain is concluded, she is packed
into a closed carriage and *forwarded on” to the residence
of the purchaser or vendue, and the key of the carriage is
given to him for the purpose of enabling him to open it, as
he would the cage of some wild animal, or a trunk that con-
tained a few articles of clothing. On opening the door,
should he fancy that he had cause for dissatisfaction with
his purchase, he can post her back in disgrace to her friends
—but, singular indeed, he forfeits the purchase-money.

Mutual affection, under such an administration of affairs,
can hardly be supposed to exist. What little does exist, is
mere animal passion alone; indeed, the apparently respectful
and comparatively ardent attachment of many animals, ought
to erimson their cheeks with the blush of shame. So passive

2*
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are the feelings and condition of the wife, and so little estima-
tion does she place upon the regard and affection of her hus-
band, that she is entirely relieved from the sensations of jeal-
ousy when other wives are introduced to the honors of the
house of which she might previously have been sole mistress.
She is perfectly content if she can be regarded as the first fe-
male of the family, and have all the children call her MoTHER.
The marriage ceremony consists merely in the formal delivery
of the newly purchased article. Among those of rank and
wealth, widows seldlom marry a second time, (probably not
having formed a very exalted idea of the marriage relation);
but the parents and friends of the poor usually sell them again
for the sake of the purchase-mouey.

After the husband has received his wife, or after the mAR-
RIAGE, as it is falsely called, he conducts the bride to his pa-
rents, before whom they both prostratethemselves in token of pro-
found submission. They then eat together, and drink from
the same cup. An entertainment is then given to the attend-
ants, the males and females being in separate rooms, often at a
great expense. The next day, perhaps, the huaband sends his
young wife into the fields to perform the most menial tasks that
can be imposed. Such is marriage among the Chinese, and
such the unenviable condition of nearly one fourth of the wives
on the globe. Almost every man is married as soon as he is
of proper age. The first is the legal wife, after whom he may
have as many concubines as he has ability to maintain. He
cannot degarde the first wife to the condition of an inferior, un-
der the penalty of one hundred blows; nor raise the inferior
to the first rank under the penalty of ninety. If the wife com-
mit adultery, he is bound to put her away ; but if he divorce
her without coop cause, he is punished with eighty blows.
But almost anything is a “ good cause;” she may be divore-
ed for barrenness, lasciviousness, disregard of the lordly hus-
band’s parents, great talkativeness, thievishnses, &c. &c.: but
not for any of these causes, if she has mourned three ;rears
for her husband’s parents, or if her husband has become rich
since their marriage, or if HER parents are dead. If the wife
leaves her husband, he is permitted to treat her as a slave
Magistrates cannot marry in the province where they govern :

As might reasonably be expected, licentiousness abounds
throughout the nation. We could hardly expect a different
state of things, where the wife is sold at” her marriage and
is not permitted to raise her voice in a matter which,b to her
is of all others the most important. Hew could it be other-
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wise, where, for a few paltry dollars, the fate of the defence-
less female may be hopelessly linked with a man whom of all
others, perhaps, she most heartily loathes and abhors. In
China, by authority of law, she may be compelled to endure
the conjugal relation with one whose very presence she de-
tests as she would the putrid and decaying body to which St.
Paul alludes in illustration of man’s moral depravity.

The emperor has his wives classified : one wife No. 1, two
wives No. 2, and six wives No. 3, with one hundred concu-
bines, and he is styled  THE FATRER OF THE NATION.” The
children of all his wives are regarded as of the blood royal;
but the children, or rather a son, of No. 1. usually succeeds
the father to the throne. At the death of the emperor, the wo-
men are, for the rest of their lives, immured within a building
called the « Palace of Chastity.”

"This is but a feeble description of some of the fruits and in-
fluences of polygamy, or a plurality of wives, among the Chi-
nese. But wherever the pure spirit of Christianity prevails,
this despicable practice has been abolished, and the primitive
law of our Creator has been established. Then who can doubt
the deep debt of gratitude which our fair countrywomen owe
to the prevalence of its doctrines. When we learn that among
the heathen nations, minds like those of Plato and Euripides,
refined and cultivated by the discipline of the schools, possess-
ing an ample acquaintance with all the learning and philoso-
phy of their day, upheld and advocated the degradation of wo-
man, by countenancing polygamy, who can long hesitate in
deciding the importance of our holy religion in the elevation
of the female sex in society ? It isa truth of no little importance
to woman, that her comparatively exalted position and restora-
tion to her proper dignity, are bounded by the influence of the
religion of Jesus. Let her understand that man, in his natu-
ral character, unrestrained by a Saviour’s love, perpetually
seeks the degradation and abasement of the female mind ; and
if there is any thing in his history which stains his soul with
blackness, and marks his footsteps with crime and blood, and
v hich ought to “ make him blush and hang his head to think
,amself a man,” it is the deep and foul indignity which he has
offered to the gentler and move refined half of our race. Where
religious influence is unknown and unfelt, mAN may soundly
repose upon his royal bed,

« And drink with relish from a cup of gold,”

but the gentler and weaker sex must be converted into mere
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nstruments of physical pleasure, and be compelled basely to
cower before his caprice and tyranny. . .

In Corea, a dependency of China, the sex is treated with
rather more humanity than in China proper. They are under
less restraint, and can have some discretion in the selection of
a husband. The ceremony of courtship is a very singular
one. 'The lady starts off, followed by her lover : If she allows
him to catch her in the loving race, it implies her consent to
become his bride; if not willing to marry him, she takes the
necessary steps to keep out of his way.

Bordering upon China, is the Burman Empire, containing
a population of some 17,000,000 of souls. Here we find a
strange mixture of respect and contempt for the female sex.—
She is not, as in most of the oriental nations, shut up as it
were within the walls of a prison, and surrounded by guards ;
but she is allowed unrestrained intercourse with the world, not
even excepting foreigners. The consequence has been such
as might well teach their neighboring nations a lesson of im-
portance. The female is chaste—respects herself, and com-
mands the respect of all with whom she mingles. She is
very far, however, even here, from enjoying all those rights to
which she is justly entitled. I believe there are no laws in
Burmah against prostitution ; and many a female is sold for
the debts of her husband or father, and compelled to lead a
life of shame. Men sell their wives and daughters to foreign-
ers, and regard it as no disgrace. They are never allowed,
however, to leave the country. Marriages are not contracted
in infancy, as in some other countries, by the parents and
guardians of the parties; but when a man desires to make
propositions for matrimony to a lady, he sends his mother or
some female friend to commence the negotiation in private;
when, if she is disposed to second his advances, a party of his
friends proceed to the residence of the intended wife, and su-
perintend the adjustment of the marriage portion. On the
morning of the wedding day, the bridegroom sends his bride
various articles of ornament, dress, and jewelry, according to
his rank and ability. The parents of the bride prepare a sump-
tuous feast. They eat from the same dish’; present each other
with pickled tea, and the ceremeny is closed. The law prohi-
bits polygamy; but a man may have as many concubines as
his circumstances will afford.

The religion of the Hindoos strongly enjoins the duty of
marriage, but does not approve the marriage of the younger
children in advance of the elder. Among them, marriage is
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usually consummated at the age of eleven years, or thereabouts;
or as soon thereafter as the parties arrive at puberty. The
marriages are celebrated with no inconsiderable degree of ex-
pense, parade, and circumstance ; the conclusion of the whole
of which is, by the bride’s taking seven steps. In the evening,
the bridegroom shows his bride the polar star, as an emblem
of stability and fidelity. The young married couple remain
at the house of the bride’s father for three days, when, with
much ceremony, they repair to their future home. A barber
liberates a cow, which has been tied in the northern side of
the apartment, and vehemently cries, “the cow! the cow!!”
Instead of receiving a dower with the wife, as is very common
in many countries, the husband bestows presents upon the fa-
ther, often to a liberal extent—a sort of refinement upon the
practice of purchasing a wife. Polygamy is permitted, but
not often practiced.

Bucharia is an extensive country in the north of Asia, which
has very little intercourse with the western part of the hemi-
sphere. This country was once invaded by Zengis, the empe-
ror of the Moguls, who slew 16,000 Moslem Buchars in a
single battle. From what we can learn of this miserable and
barbarous people, we are inclined to believe that real genuine
affection between the sexes, is rarely known to exist. Fathers
sell their daughters into perpetual bondage; and husbands not
unfrequently sell their wives into slavery at pleasure. The
mock forms of law forbid polygamy, but it is very generally
practised. Dollars and cents are considered the quid pio quo
that will secure a wife; and, consequently, the young man
purchases of the unnatural and brutal father, the object of his
pretended regard. After the marriage contract is consumma-
ted and signed, the betrothed couple are not permitted to see
each other until the marriage ceremony, if so it may be called,
isadministered, and they made husband and wife. Yet theyare
regarded as rather a polite and accomplished people, and the
women, with all their degradation, possess all the vanity of the
sex in Christian lands.

On the coast of Malabar, in the west of Hindostan, is a class
of people who practice the most unnatural and revolting cus-
tom of one woman’s having a plurality of husbands. They
are a martial people, and possess a good deal of the spirit of
knight errantry ; insomuch, that their tournaments frequent}y
end in blood. = Each woman has as many husbands as suits
her dispesition ; they are not exactly tenants in common in re-
gard to her favor; buteach enjoys her attentions exclusively at



33 HISTORY OF MARRIAGE.

stated periods, or at her pleasure ; and noone is allowed to en-
ter her apartment while the arms of a copartner in domestic
affairs are over the door. She resides at the domicil of her
friends, and when she becomes the mother of children, she no-
minates a father in each case, or for each child, and he is bound
to maintain it, This practice has given the impression that
they indulge in promiscuous intercourse ; and, indeed, what is
it but promiscuous intercourse of a most humiliating character,
regulated by the statutes of the land ? ;

The dress, or wearing apparel, of the woman cousists of a
loose piece of mus!in encircling the waist. But they wear a
profusion of jewelry, consisting of rings and chains of gold
and silver, and possess a much greater degree of independ-
ence, and are under less restraint, than is common among Pa-
gan nations.

The Abyssinian nation is one of the most barbarous on earth,
and probably places the slightest estimation of any upon the
matrimonial relations. The contract is broken by either party
at pleasure. Indeed, so utterly destitute are they of any pro-
per notions regarding this institation, that one traveller consi-
ders marriage as'scarcely existing atall among them, so great
is the ease with which the contract may be formed and dissolv-
ed. The lover consults only the parents of the bride, and hav-
ing obtained their favor to the enterprise, forcibly seizes her
and carries her homs on his shoulders, as a butcher would a
shank of mutton. Somstimes, a little more formality is ob-
served; the parties attending church for two or three weeks,
and partaking of the sacrament together. One traveller relates
that he met a lady of aristocratic rank at Gondar, in company
with six men, who had successively been her husbands. No-
thing is more common than polygamy in Abyssinia ; though
a great pre-eminence is allowed to one wife, and the rest are
considered merely as concubines. This people exhibit indica-
tions of most beastly degradation, and the deepest barbarism.
None of the savage tribes of the earth are characterised by ha-
bits more gross and revolting than have been witnessed
among the Abyssinians. The coarsest obscenity and indecen-
cies are common at their feasts ; such, indeed, that the bare
REPORT of them, came very near having brought discredit upon
one of our most eminent travellers, but whose testimony upon
the point has since been fully confirmed by the uniform reports
of others.

In Barbary, a man may have four wives, and as many con-
cubines as suits his inclination. He can divorce a wife for
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various causes, and she enjoys the same privilege, if he does
not provide for her, or if he curses her more than twice. Pure
affection has but little influence in the formation of their mat-
rimonial engagements. The preliminary negociations are
conducted wholly by the parents, and very often the parties do
not see each other until they are married. The husband
makes a sort of marriage settlement upon the wife, and if she
brings property to his use at the time of the marriage, he is
not at liberty to squander it for his own benefit ; a humane and
liberal provision, which is sometimes found of consequence
among more enlightened nations.  Several days, previous to
the celebration of the conjugal rites, are devoted by both par-
ties to festivity and mirth, without seeing each other. On the
wedding day, the bride is carried to the husband’s house, at-
tended with music, torches and the firing of musketry. When
she enters the door, she exercises extraordinary caution not to
touch the threshold.  She covers her eyes with her hands:
he is now introduced to her and speaks to her, perhaps for the
first time in his life. ~ Their friends then indulge for several
days in feasts and entertainments, corresponding to their rank
and wealth.  Many of the females, according to the invaria-
ble Mahometan custom, are strictly excluded from general so-
ciety, and must see none of the male sex except their husbands ;
they are immured like slaves in the apartments of the harem.
Mr, Murray, in his ¢ Encyclopedia of Geography,’” says that
‘“the harem, the favorite and almost sole seat of Oriental luxu-
1y, is, of course, inaccessible, and can only through some pe-
culiar chance be seen by Europeans.  Lempriere, however,
in his character as a physician, was admitted into that of the
Emperor of Morocco. It consisted of a wing of the palace,
entirely separated from the rest, and communicating only by a
private door, of which the Emperor had the key. The edifice
was divided into a number of courts, communicating by nar-
row passages, round which were ranged the apartments of the
wives and concubines, who were from sixty to a hundred in
number, besides their domestics and slaves. There was a
principal sultana, who had a general superintendence over the
establishment, but enjoyed not the same influence with the
Emperor as some of the younger favorites. There were sev-
eral European captives, who appeared to the traveller the chief
ornament of the harem, both as to personal and mental accor-
plishments.” ; s
Among this people, there are very few of those artificial dis-
tinctions so common in American and European society. The
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dignitaries of the land scarcely regard themselves as superior
to the laboring classes—a fact none too often observable even
in republican America. ~ The Governor of a town, among
the inhabitants of Barbary, considers it no degradation to give
the hand of his favorite daughter to a common mechanic. Still
the females are in a degraded condition, and rather the slaves
than the companions of their husbands.  They are compelled
to the performance of every species of drudgery, for the relief
of those miserable beings whom they are taught to regard as
their superiors.  They are said to possess as delicate and
charming personal accomplishments as the ladies of the United
States.

In Caffraria, the female has still less influence and authority
in the selection of a husband, than in Barbary. The negocia-
tion is carried on exclusively between the young man seeking
a wife, and the parents of her whose hand he solicits in mar-
riage. Her acquiescence is not sought for a moment—but she®
is taught to regard herself as the absolute property of her fa-
ther, and makes no calculation but to accept the hand of the
man who makes the purchase. As an equivalent for his
daughter who has long graced the domestic circle, and who
would perhaps prefer death to a separation from the fireside
of her childhood, he has the cold and more than brutal want
of affection to accept an ox or a couple of cows!  One good
result, however, follows even this savage and unfeeling cus-
tom—it prevents polygamy to any considerable extent among
the common people; for they cannot readily command the
means to secure itsindulgence. The ceremonials of marriage
are similar to those of Barbary. The women are described
as of a lively and agreeable disposition, and never troubled
with sadness and melancholy except when dancing!

In the kingdom of Dahomy, where it is said the religion
consists of an indescribable mass of superstition; we behold the
same melancholy and sickening picture. The female is de-
graded to a level with the brutes of the field, and performs all
or nearly all the manual labor; while her more than brutal
husband, whose chief delight sHouLD BE to protect and defend
her, is usually yawning upon “the downy beds of ease.”
Here, however, her approbation is usually sought before she
is led to the matrimonial altar. She may be divorced at pleas-
ure, but she also enjoys the liberty of leaving her lord at any
time and taking another husband. In short, matrimony
amounts to just n_othing at all, except downright mockery.
Polygamy is sanctioned by Law, while adultery is punishabla
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by peaTa! not that they place so miGH an estimate upon fe-
male caASTITY, but] probably, because they place so Low an es-
timate upon HuMan LIFE. ‘The wife is considered so far be-
neath her husband, that she must never eat in his august pre-
sence! She must kneel whenever she presents him with any-
thing, and rise only with his most sovereign permission. The
legal allowance of wives for the king, is somewhere in the
neighborhood of three thousand, selected from the fairest dam-
sels in all his dominions. They are mere slaves, and on any
capricious disgust, are treated with the most painful cruelty,
and are often put to death! All the female sex is considered
at his absolute disposal, and an annual assemblage of all the
beautiful of the land takes place, from which he malkes his se-
lection and distributes the refuse among his grandees, who are
bound to receive them with the humblest gratitude. This demon
incarnate ornaments the favorite apartments of his palaces and
temples, with muMAN sKuLLs—most beautiful trappings with
which to amuse a delicate and sensitive young lady!

The reader may have queried, whether the form and char-
acter of a gevernment may not exert a powerful influence over
the feeling and conduct of men, especially in regard to the do-
mestic relations 2 I think there can be little doubt that this is
the case generally. Where the rights of all are respected and
protected, (and this is the object of government,) we find the fe-
male sex occupying a position, correspondingly more elevated
than in those political divisions ruled by tyrants and despots.
The kingdom of Dahomy is perhaps one of the most, if not THE
most complete despotism in the world. The persons as well
as possessions of all ranks, are regarded as the absolute
PROPERTY of the king whenever his most sovereign kingship is
pleased to require them. On entering his palace, the highest
functionaries of state crawl on their hands and knees, and in his
royal presence, rub their heads in the dust. They remain in
this abject and humiliating posture until they are ready to leave
the royal apartments. The king seems to regard bimself as the
vicegerent of God Omnipotent on the earth—and his miserable
degraded subjects seem to cheerfully endorse the heaven-daring
blasphemy. W hen men feel themselves degraded by inferiority
of rank, as do the subjects of this sovereign—and when they are
educated to attach so much importance to “a little brief author-
ity,” it is not wonderful that they should desire to strut forth
in its enjoyment—they desire to exercise that absolute con-
srol over such as they may fancy THEIR inferiors, which
is daily exercised over themselves. They indulge this ar-
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tificial educated thirst for power, by reducing woman to a
state of subordination, because they have the physical ability
to level her at pleasure. We have said that woman owes
her elevation to the religion of the Bible. "We repeat it—
this religion modifies the governments of the world—brings
kings and crowned heads down to a level with other mortals—
points dying men to the dust whence they were taken and
whither they are tending—and summons the soul to appear on
one great day, before the grand assizes of heaven, where the
costume of earthly sovereigns is disregarded—where robes of
royalty are cast aside. It teaches men, therefore, not to violate
the sacred rights of others,and removes those influences which
tend to the cultivation of a domineering disposition over those
whose welfare they should seek to promote. In short, the
precepts of religion are safe maxims upon which to base all
human governnient, and which invariably secure permanence,
refinement and happiness. And, under such government,
woman cannot fail to command that regard to which she is
entitled.

In most of the kingdoms of Africa, scarcely another stain
of depravity could be added to the female character. They
are real transcendentalists in all that is corrupting, loathsome,
degraded. It is hardly possible that they can take one more
step in their downward career. Yet many of the nations of
this quarter of the globe, have as much national pride as the ce-
lestial empire herself. This is especially true of Conco, where
the inhabitants believe the earth, (except Congo,) to have been
made by angels—but their own country, they believe, is the
work of God himself. Yet with all their lofty pretensions,
they have not learned the first lesson upon the subject of hu-
man rights. Polygamy and promiscuous intercourse are in-
dulged to a most humiliating extent. The chief has many
wives, whom he makes the victims of the most scandalous traf-
fic; frequently tendering their favors to Europeans, at a very
trifling rate.

In Central Africa the picture is no more pleasing to the eyo .
of the philanthropist. Females seem to be regarded as the
property of the sovereigns. For instance, in Wawa, the pomp
of the sovereign consists chiefly in the multitude of his wives—
and one writer says “it was the boast of the king of Eyeo, that
his queens, linked hand in hand, would reach from one end of
the kingdom to the other.” These ladies, however, are in a
very different situation from that which in Europe is suggested
by the word queen: sLave would be the more appropriate, 80
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grovelling are the services of every description exacted from
them. They act as body-guards, perform the most menial of-
fices, and are seen in every part of the kingdom, carrying on
their heads heavy burdens from place to place, favored only
with an exemption from tolls.

I am inclined, before closing what I have to say in relation
to the social degradation and humiliating customs in Africa, to
introduce a few extracts from the pen of Robert Moffat, who
spent twenty-three years in that dark quarter of the world as
agent for the London Missionary Society. They will give
some general idea of African notions upon this institution, as
well as the influence of the Gospel in the elevation of female
character, when once received ; especially when we consider
the tenacity with which that people are inclined to adhere to
established customs.

After speaking of the ceremonies of circumcision and BovaLr,
to which they are strongly attached, the author says, ¢ After
these tedious ceremonies are over, the youth appears lubricated,
assuming the character and wearing the dress of a man, while
he is considered able to bear the shield and wield the javelin.
The girls also, when they have gone the round of weeks,
drilling, dancing, singing, and listening to the precepts of the
grave old women, have a piece of iron rather hot put into their
hands, which they must hold fast for a time, though painful, to
show that their handsare hard and strong for labor.  They are
then anointed, and, having put on the usual female dress, the
lower part of their hair is shaven off, and the upper part pro-
fusely bedaubed with a paste of butter and sesiLo, black shin-
ing ochre. Raised thus from comparative infancy to what
they consider womanhood, they view themselves with as much
complacency as if they were enrobed in the attire of the daugh-
ter of an eastern potentate. They have reached nearly to a
climax in their life, for they expect soon to be married, and to
be a mother they consider the chicf end of a woman’s exist-
ence.

These ceremonies were prodigious barriers to the Gos-
pel. Polygamy was anothey obsta'cle, aqd the Bochuanas,
jealous of any diminution in thel_r self-mdulgence, l}y be-
ing deprived of the services of th‘elr wives, lookefi w1t}} an
extremely suspicious eye on any innovation on this ancient
custom. While going to war, h.untmg, _watchmg the 'cattle,
milking the cows, and preparing their furs and skins for
mantles, was the work of the men, t.he women had by far the
heavier task of agriculture, building the houses, fencing,
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bringing firewood, and heavier than all, nature’s charge,
the rearing of a family.  The greater part of the year
they are constantly employed; and during the season
of picking and sowing their gardens, their task is galling,
living on a coarse scanty fare, and frequently having a babe
fastened to their backs, while thus cultivating the ground.

The men, for obvious reasons, found it convenient {o
have a number of such vassals, rather than only one, while
the woman would be perfectly amazed at one’s ignorance,
were she to be told that she would be much happier in a
single state, or widowhood, than being the mere concubine
and drudge of a haughty husband, who spent the greater
part of his life in lounging in the shade, while she was com-
pelled, for his comfort as well as her own, to labor under
the rays of an almost vertical sun, in a hot and withering
climate.  Their houses, which require considerable inge-
nuity as well as hard labor, are entirely the work of the
women, who are extremely thankful to carry home even
the heavier timbers, if their husbands will take their axes
and fell them in the thicket, which may be many miles dis-
tant. The centre of the conical roof will, in many houses,
be eighteen feet high, and it requires no little scrambling,
in the absence of ladders, for females to climb such a
height ; but the men pass and repass, and look on with the
most perfect indifference, while it never enters their heads
that their wife, their daughter, or their mother may fall
and break a leg or neck. These houses, though temporary,
and requiring great labor to keep them constantly in repair,
are nevertheless well adapted to the climate.

* * * * * * * * *

While standing near the wife of one of the grandees,
who, with some female companions was building a house,
and making preparations to scramble by means of a branch
on to the roof, I remarked that they ought to get their hus-
bandsto do that partof the work. This set them all into a
roar of laughter, Mahutto, the queen, and several of the
men, drawing near to ascertain the cause of the merriment
the wives repeated my strange, and, to them, ludicrous pro-
posal, when another peal of mirth ensued. Mahutto, who
was a sensible and shrewd woman, stated that the plan,
though hopeless, was a good one, and she often thought our
custom was much better than theirs. It was reasonable
that woman should attend to household affairs, and the
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lighter parts of labor, while man, wont to boast of his supe-
rior strength, should employ his energy in more laborious
occupations ; adding, she wished I would give their hus-
bands medicine to make them do the work.

* * * * * * * * *

The persons of the people, as well as their possessions,
were the property of their monarch. His word was law,
and he had only to lift his finger or give a frown, and his
greatest nobles trembled in his presence. No one appeared
to have a judgment of his own; none dared negative an
opinion breathed by his sovereign. =~ When any were per-
mitted to approach his person, they crouched softly, mut-
tering his great names.  Messengers from the distant out
stations of his dominions were constantly arriving. These
laid down their shields and spears at a distance, approached,
and then kneeled about thirty yards from his royal person ;
and when it was his pleasure to receive the communication,
it was conveyed by one of his chiefs in waiting. Some of
these brought the news of the attack of lions on some parts
of his distant herds, but no one presumed to be the reporter
without bringing the head and paws of the animal which
had dared to assail the possession of its mighty namesake.

* * * * * * * * *

Among numerous examples of the power of Divine
grace, it ought to be particularly noticed, that Polygamy,
that formidable bLarrier to the success of the Gospel among
barbarous nations, has in numerous instances given way to
the principle sanctioned by Christianity. ~ Submission to
this law is the severest test to which a savage can be sub-
jected. When we see a man, for conscience’ sake, parting
with one or more favorite wives, can we deny him the
credit of sincerity ? can we demand a more satisfactory de-
monstration of the reality of the change ? Among the con-
verts at Griqua Town was a Mosutu, who had ten wives,
and he cheerfully parted with nine in obedience to the re-
quirements of the Gospel. I believe all the missionaries
among the Bochuanas are unanimous in the opinion, that
not only an elder; but every member of the church, ought
to be “the husband of one wife;” and that the first wife
should be considered as having the rightful clajm, unless
she voluntarily renounces it, which has sometlme:s been
done. Of course it is understood that such are provided for

by the husband as long as they continue unmarried.”
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As to the customs of the Europeans regarding the institu.
tion of matrimony, perhaps little can be said which would
interest the reader. Most of these countries have enjoyed
the light of the Gospel, and have o a greater or less extent,
been influenced by its doctrines. Among them, of course,
woman is elevated far above that degraded position to which
she is doomed in those dark portions of the world where
the banner of the Saviour has not been unfurled.  Their
customs of course vary according to their respective pecu-
liarities of the prevailing religion ; differing but little from
the ceremonies usually adopted in the United States. In
general, however, especially among the nations of Southern
Europe, the female isnot held in that high estimation which
she commands among us—her position being graduated by
the degree of refinement in each case which characterises
the people.

In Europe, perhaps no country pays less deference to the
rights of woman than Spain. Among this people, until
married, she lives a secluded life ; and among no civilized
nation is she allowed less familiarity with the other sex.
But, as soon as married, every man seems to consider her
as his lawful property, if he can but win her favor. Matri-
mony is contracted, generally, as a matter of convenience
and pecuniary profit, and not on account of any extraordi-
nary attachment existing between the parties. It is said,
that here almost every woman has her lover, and the jeal-
ousy of the husband is seldom excited to anger.

Probably the laws are as strict in Europe, which are en-
acted for the enforcement of the rights of the parties, as they
are among ourselves ; but they are disregarded in a greater
degree, because not sustained by the voice of the people,
and the general sense of the populace ; they are measurably
rendered void by custom, as in France, Italy, and. Spain
Where men are jealous of their wives, intrigue and secrecy
are brought to bear for the purposes of evading any penalty
that may have been incurred; as in Portugal, Russia, and
Austria, But, in Great Britain, Germany, Norway, and
Switzerland, I believe the morals of the people will s’uﬁ'er
little in comparison with the condition of society among us.
In the latter countries, theoretically, woman takes a respect-
able rank in the scale of social existence.

The customs of the natipns of Amprica_, the United States
excepted, and the recognised relative rights of the parties
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in wedlock, are, in many respects, similar to the degraded
portions of the Old World. Yet, in some respects, they
are widely dissimilar. The females are virtually degraded
to nearly the same level with those of the Old World ; but,
at the same time, there is less of apparent humiliation and
slavery. The philosophy of this degradation is the same on
the Western as on the Eastern continent—particularly in
Asia and Afiica. It is profound ignorance of man’s high
and noble destiny—or a wild and false theory of religion,
which degrades rather than exalts the soul. The only dif-
ference that exists is attributable to the circumstance, that
while the countless millions of the Eastern world are tram-
pled to the dust by the tyranny of despots, the tribes of
America enjoy a higher degree of political freedom. Where
there is no despotism, there can be no slavery; in other
words, where the people enjoy that political freedom to
which all the human family are entitled, slavery will be a
stranger. Of the nations of the New World, we will notice
a few.

In South America, there is the nation of the Araucanians,
who can boast of never having submitted to a foreign yoke.
They occupy an extensive territory, which interposes itself
between the Spanish districts of Conception and Valdivia,
stretching north and south about three degrees of latitude,
reaching inland to the mountains. It is described by Mr.
Stephens as one of the finest portions of South America.
The religious notions of this people consist in a belief of
the existence of God; in the immortality of the soul; in
future rewards and punishments ; in good and evil spirits.
They have also a tradition of the ancient general deluge.
Theirs is indeed the romance of religion. They believe
that marriage is virtually for this life and the life to come;
that in a future state, the wife returns to her husband to
dwell for ever by his side, and live in perpetual re-union.
One would naturally suppose that such ideas would render
them exceedingly cautious in their matrimonial engage-
ments; yet I am not able to learn that such is the fact. They
believe their attachments are to stretch onward beyond the
darkness of death; and so the animosities of this world are
to characterize them in the world to come. In the fury of
the storm, and in the violence of the tempest, bx their eye
of religious faith they behold the terrible conflict of con-
tending hosts in the spiritual world. In the mighty thun-
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der, they hear the roar of their tremendous artillery, and in
its rolling echoes, the martial music of their drums ; in the
lightning’s terrific blaze, they see the flash of the Spanish
gun ; in the flying clouds are seen the solemn and majestic
evolutions and manceuvres of the spiritual troops. When
the storm-clouds move towards the territory of their ene-
mies, they believe their friends are victorious in battle ; but
when the clouds do not move in that diection, they regard
their friends as vanquished, and their enemies triumphant.
They have no idols, and seldom offer sacrifices. Of course
they are a superstitious people; yet they have ever main-
tained a high rank among the savage nations. The females
are remarkable for their cleanliness, and the modesty and
simplicity of their attire. Perhaps no savage nation equals
them in this respect.

After suitable age for marriage, celibacy is held to be
highly disgraceful. Polygamy is very common among this
people—every man having as many wives as his circum-
stances will permit. = 'The odious and detestable practice of
buying and selling the wife, exists here, although in rather
a mild form—for the husband is expected to pay a dowry
to the father of each wcman whom he takes in marriage.
The consummation of the courtship is always attended with
a show of violence; for even after consent has been ob-
tained, and all the preliminaries have been settled, the
bridegroom and his friends conceal themselves where the
bride is expected to pass, and when she makes her appear-
ance, she is forcibly seized and placed on a horse behind
her intended husband, who, in spite of her pretended resist-
ance, and counterfeit struggles and shrieks, conveys her to
his home, where her relations are assembled to receive the
dowry and share the nuptial feast.

We have said that polygamy prevails among this people.
This is especially prevalent among the chiefs and those be-
longing to the aristocracy.  The first wife is always supe-
rior to the rest, who are rather the domestics of the family.
At supper, the husband selects his partner for the night by
desiring her to prepare his bed. ~The others sleep in the
same apartment, who are watched with considerable jeal-
ousy. Each wife has a separate kitchen, and daily prepares
a dish for her husband. They compound the habits of the
savage with some evidences of cultivation and refinement.
But with all this mixture, the husbands and fathers have
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power over the lives of their wives and daughters; and all
the hard work of the fields, such as plowing, sowing, and
reaping, devolves upon the females. Their population
numbers about 400,000 souls. .

The native Brazilians have been represented as almost
destitute of ideas of any religion, almost without govern-
ment. They have vague and indefinite notions of some su-
perior power, and of a future state. Although peaceful
among themselves, they are desperate in battle, and gener-
ally feast upon the bodies of their slaughtered enemies.
The female is perhaps less degraded than is usual among
heathen nations. Yet they are considered as much inferior
to man, and perform most of the manual labor. Both sexes
formerly went naked; yettravelers have declared that they
saw no improprieties in their conduct otherwise, and that
they are far from being a dissolute people. ~ We here find
another proof, that freedom from restraint in nowise con-
tributes to the impurity of woman, or .to her want of chas-
tity ; for the female of Brazil is the untrammeled judge of
her own conduct, and nature in its rudest, blindest state,
seems quite competent to secure that which walls, ahd
locks, and bars, have never done. Polygamy is practised
by the chiefs and nobles of the country, and marriage may
be dissolved at pleasure.  To be eligible to the married
state, according to their zheorzes, a man must. have taken a
captive in war and given him to the tribe tobe devoured—
though we have a right to believe that this pre-requisite is
not always required.  Captives are often kept a long time
before being put to death, treated with the utmost kindness.
and often permitted to marry the nearest kindred of the
captors.  But when the dreadful day arrives and the fatal
nour comes, mutual defiances are exchanged between the
captive and his executioner—until finally he is killed with
a club, and eaten with great rejoicing. Some have ex-
pressed admiration of the savage character—what say they
to such pictures of human depravity ? The population of
Brazil is estimated at about five millions. >

The nations of Buenos Ayres, who have never been sub-
dued, are similar in their social habits and customs to the
Brazilians. They seldom wear clothing, though they are,
like other savage nations, extremely fond of ornaments.
They guard with great strictness and severity their domes-
tic rights, and exhibit no inconsiderable*degree of jealousy.

3
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Adultery is punishable with death! When twinsare born,
one of them is destroyed ; and when the mother dies, they
adopt the cruel and inhuman practice of burying with her
the living infant.  Even those who have been conquered
and taken captives, and after they are enslaved, are said to
be chaste except when they join in large entertainments sea-
soned with strong drink. ~ Then all the ties of relationship
and conjugality are disregarded and forgotten, and general
and indiscriminate commerce is suffered with shameless im-
punity.

The institution of Matrimony is recognised by all the
tribes of North America. But their particular views of the
subject are as widely diverse from each other as their re-
spective habits. Some countenance polygamy, while others
do not—some consider marriage a sacred union for life,
while others indulge its dissolution at pleasure. The peo-
ple of Cailfornia, for instance, have no ideas of the obliga-
tions imposed by this union, and recognize none. They pay
very little regard to chastity—the men often staking their
favors as prizes and wagers at their games.  The females
are slaves, and are compelled to perform all the drudgery
of manual labor in times of peace and war, except the ac-
tual encounter of battle.

The Greenlanders, it is said, pay some little regard to the
affections in their matrimonial alliances.  In the negocia-
tions, the parents never or rarely interfere—the lover thinks
but little of a dowry with his wife. If she will make a
good, kind, affectionate, and obedient wife, his highest an-
ticipations are fully realized, and he has all he desires.
About the time of the celebration of the nuptials, the bride
pretends to be opposed to the marriage, runs away, screams,
and is finally taken home by force, by the bridegroom,
which constitutes the sum total of the marriage ceremony.
Polygamy is occasionally practised, and divorce is exceed-
ingly common.

In the frozen regions of the north, the inhabitants are but
little under the influence of the amative propensities, and
while they have perhaps sufficient passion to give them
some interest in the domestic relations, they are in a great
measure free from the influenice of that refined delicacy ob-
servable among people of warmer desires. In Greenland,
the family all sleep in the same room—the married people
under the benches-and the unmarried upon them—but not-
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withstanding this familiarity, the conduct of the sexes to-
wards each other is characterised by the most perfect deco-
rum. The wife of one of our missionaries being obliged to
stay some time in an Esquimaux hut, could not overcome
all her notions of propriety, and sleep with such a promis-
cuous assembly, but actually sat up three successive nights,
holding her child in her lap—while the natives could not
understand the indelicacy and impropriety in the whole fa-
mily’s lying down naked together.

Captain Parry found a trite on the western coast of Baf-
fin’s Bay, where the female sex seemed to have no ideas of
shame whatever—though not the slightest intimation is re-
corded against their chastity. These females went on board
the boats of the travelers, and ¢ such was their insensibility
to ordinary decency, that on the least hint from any of the
sailors, they would slip off their dress, and expose them-
selves in a state of nudity without any appearance of shame
or confusion.” The preservation of chastity among such a
degraded and abandoned race of the weaker sex, would be
almost a miracle.  If they were virtuous, it could not be
on account of-their peculiar customs, and particularly their
freedom from restraint. They could see no impropriety in
the most shameful indecencies; and when tempted by pre-
sents or their desires to please, they had no modesty to
overcome, or virtue to enable them successfully to engage
in the combat. ~ And the mind can scarcely conceive of
virtuous action where there is no temptation to resist.

It may not be uninteresting to the reader to learn some-
thing of the customs and ceremonies of marriage among the
North American Indians. With all their rudeness and want
of cultivation, there is no tribe among them destitute of
some notions of this institution. ~ For the amusement and
benefit of the reader upon the subject of marriage among
aboriginal inhabitants of this country, I will quote an arti-
cle entire from JMc Intosk’s Book of Indians. He says,
“they generally are contented with one wife ; they some-
times take two, and seldom more than three. The women
are under the direction of their fathers in the choice of a
husband, and very seldom express a predilection for any
particular person. Their courtship is short and simple.
The lover makes a present, generally of game, to the head
of that family to which belongs the woman he fancies. Her
guardian’s approbation being obtaix ed, an approbation which,
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if the suitor is an expert hunter, is seldom refused, he next
makes a present to the woman, and her acceptance of this
signifies her consent.  The contract is immediately made,
and the match concluded. As soon as he chooses he is ad-
mitted to cohabitation ; but the time of the consummation
is always a secret to every one but themselves.  All this
is transacted without ceremony, without even a feast. The
husband generally carries his wife among his own relations,
where he either returns to the tent which he formerly in-
habited, or constructs a new one for their own use.  They
sometimes, but seldom, remain with the wife’s relations.
When the wife is removed, if the game be plentiful, he
gives an entertainment to her relations.

These contracts are binding no longer than both parties
are willing. If they do not agree, they separate ; the wo-
man returns to her relations, and, if they have any children,
she takes them along with her; but after they have chil-
dren a separation very seldom takes place. If a woman be
guilty of adultery, and her husband be unwilling to divorce
her, he cuts her hair, which is the highest female disgrace.

On the woman is devolved every domestic charge. She
erects the tent, procures wood for the fire, manages the
agricultural affairs, dresses the provisions, catches fish, and
makes traps for small animals. The husband only employs
himself in the chase.

When a woman is with child, she works at her ordinary
occupations, convinced that work is advantageous, both for
herself and child ; her labor is easy, and she may be seen
on the day after her delivery with her child at her back,
avoiding none of her former employments. They suckle
their children till they are at least two years of age. Therr
cradle was anciently a board, to which they laced therr
children, after having wrapped them in furs, to preserve
them in heat. This 1s set down in a corner, or hung up in
the tent, and without loosening it from its cradle, the mother
often takes it on her back, and in that manner carries it
about. -

Among the Indians, widows cannot contract a second
marriage without the consent of those on whom they de-
pend, in virtue of the laws of widowhood. If they can find
no husband for the widow, she finds herself under no diffi
culties; if she has any sons of an age to support her, she
may continue in a state of widowhood, without danger of
ever wanting anything ; if she is willing to marry again, she
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may, and the man she marries becomes the father of her
children ; he enters into all the rights and obligations of the
first husband.

The husband does not weep for his wife, because, accord-
ing to the savages, tears do not become men ; but this is not
general among all nations. The women weep for their
husbands a year; they call him without ceasing, and fill
their village with cries and lamentations, especially at the
rising and setting of the sun, at noon, in some places;
when they go out to work, and when they return. Mothers
domuch the same for their children. The chiefs mourn
only six months, and may afterwards marry again.

It appears that the Indians have their merriments on the
marrriage occasions; although their celebrations go off com-
monly without much ceremony. There are in all nations
some considerable families, which cannot marry but among
themselves, especially among the ALGonquins. In general,
the stability of marriage is sacred in this country, and for
the most part they consider, as a great disorder, those agree-
ments which some persons make to live together as long as
they like, and to separate when they are tired of each other.
A husband who should forsake his wife, without any law-
ful cause, must expect many insults from her relations ; and
a woman who should leave her husband without being
forced to it by his ill-conduct, would pass her time still
worse. s

Among the Miamis, the husband has a right to cut off his
wife’s nose if she runs away from him; but among the Iro-
quois and Hurons, they may part by consent. This is done
without noise, and the parties thus separated may marry
again. They cannot even conceive that there can be any
crime in this. .« My wife and I cannot agree together,”
said one of them to a missionary, who endeavored to make
him comprehend the indecency of such a separation; ‘“my
neighbor’s case was the same, we changed wives and we
were all happy ; for nothing is more reasonable than to
make each other happy, when it is so cheaply done with-
out wrohging anybody.” Nevertheless, this custom, as we
have already observed, is looked upon as an abuse, and is
not ancient, at least among the [roquois. g

Among some nations of the Indians, treaties of marriages
are carried on by the parents alone. The parties interested
do not appear at all ; they give themselves up entirely to
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the will of those on whom they depend ; however, the pa-
rents come to no conclusion without the consent of those
who are to be married.

If a girl continues too long without being courted, her
family generally contrive to find her a suitor. On this oc-
casion they act with a great deal of precaution. In some
places the women are not in haste to be married, because
they are allowed to make trials of it when they can, and
the ceremony of marriage only changes their condition for
the worse.

In general there is a great deal of modesty observed in
the behaviour of the young people whilst they treat of their
marriages ; and they say it was quite otherwise in ancient
times. But what is almost incredible, although it has been
attested by good authors, is that in many places the new
married couple are together a whole year living in perfect
continence. This they do in order to show that they mar-
ried for friendship, and not to gratify a sensual passion. A
young woman they say would even be pointed at who
should happen to be with child the first year of her mar-
riage.

After this, it will be easier to believe what is said of the
behaviour of the young people during their courtship, in
the places where they are allowed to see one another in
private. For though custom allows them to hold very pri-
vate meetings, yet, in the greatest danger that chastity can
be exposed to, and even under the veil of night, they say,
that nothing passes against the strictest rules of decorum,
and that not even a word is spoken that can give the least
offence to modesty.

Although we have already alluded to the ceremonies of
marriages, still, perhaps, it may not be improper to offer the
following observations of a missionary who resided a long
time amongst the Indians: I find in all that has been writ-
ten of the preliminaries and ceremonies of the marriages of
these people, various accounts proceeding either from the
different customs of divers nations, or from the little care
the authors of relations took to be well informed. The in-
tended husband must make presents, and in this, as in
everything else, nothing can exceed the discretion with
which he behaves, and the respectful behaviour which he
shows to his future spouse. In some places the young man
is contented to go and sit by the side of the young woman
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in her cabin, and if she suffer it and continue in her place,
it is taken for her consent, and the marriage is concluded.
But in the midst of this deference and respect, he gives
some tokens that he will soon be master. In fact, among
the presents she receives, there are some which ought less
to be regarded as marks of friendship, than as symbols and
notices of the slavery to which she is going to be reduced ;
such are the coLLar, which is a long and broad band of
leather which serves to draw burdens, the kETTLE and a
piLLeT which are carried to her cabin. ~This is to let her
know, that she is to carry the burdens, dress the provisions,
and get wood for firing. ~ The custom is also in some places
for her to bring beforehand into the cabin, where she is to
dwell after marriage, all the wood that will be wanted next
winter. Apd it is to be observed, that in all I have just
said, there is no difference between the nations where the
women have all the authority, and those where they have
nothing to do with the affairs of the government. These
same women, who are in some degree the mistresses of the
state, at least for form, and who make the principal body
of it, when they have attained a certain age, and have chil-
dren in a condition to make them respectable, are not at all
respected before this, and are, in their domestic affairs, the
slaves of their husbands.”

Our limits forbid anything beyond a brief notice of the
customs of the people who inhabit the islands of the seas.
And here we find the female, if possible, sunk to astill lower
and more deplorable condition, than among the most de-
graded nations of Asia and Africa. Among the Biudjoos
of Borneo, a man seeking a wife, first consults the parents
of the girl whom he wishes to marry. If he obtains their
consent, he procures and carries to her suitable presents,
according to his and her circumstances. He is not consid-
ered eligible to the married state unless he has killed an
enemy ; and if his wife dies, he cannot marry again unless
he has killed another—thus making his eligibility depend
upon his success in brutality, butchery, and murder! This
is no very creditable commentary upon savage life. A
man, before being regarded as qualified to protect his wife,
and cultivate the social and domestic affections, and enjoy
the sweets of connubial felicity, must have made his hands
red in the blood of a fellow being! perhaps in the blood of

innocence !
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On the wedding day, after the parties have each given a
feast, they wash their hands in blood ! he in the blood of a
cock, and she in the blood of a hen. They then present
each other their bloody hands, and close the ceremony with
another entertainment. Among this people polygamy is
unknown. The husband can divorce the wife at pleasure,
and not only keep all her clothes, &c., but he can al.so com.
pel her to pay him a fine. When a woman commits adul-
tery, the husband punishes the offence by putting to death
two or three of his slaves, and scolds his wife. In some
parts of Borneo, polygamy is countenanced, and adultery of
the female punished with immediate strangulation.

In the Canary isles, the natives manifest a delicacy in
some respects toward the female, worthy of admiration—
especially if we take into consideration their climate and
its effects on the passions. ~The least imaginable impropri-
ety in word or deed is severely punished. In Teneriffe,
when a man meets a woman on the road or alone, he cannot
speak to her, according to their customs, or scarcely Jook at
her, but must turn out of the way till she has passed. This
people does not recognise polygamy, but divorce is allowed
on tolerably easy terms. Wives often accompany their
husbands to the scenes of battle, where they carry off the
wounded and dead, and take care of such as require their
assistance. In harmony with their noble and magnanimous
treatment (for savages) of the female sex, all their laws and
customs are far in advance of most other savage nations.
At the present time they have become amalgamated with,
and their customs measurably modified by certain European
nations. Familiar, and what would be termed by most na-
tions, ¢anocent intercourse between the sexes, is still con-
sidered highly improper, and the modesty of women is car-
ried to the very highest pitch of prudery. If a woman can
prove that a man has made the least effort to win her affec-
tions, he has no alternative but to marry her. But this is
a foolish extreme that causes a very great number of un-
happy matches. It places the sexes under too much re-
straint for the proper cultivation of the social feelings and
connubial enjoyment.

The inhabitants of Condia were once celebrated for their
love of liberty—they are now fallen so low in slavery and
despotism, that a2 man cannot marry without the consent of
the Aga; and even then, if this sixpenny despot please, he
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will take the bride from her new married husband to his
own loathsome embrace. When he is tired of her, he com-
pels some one of his cowering subjects to marry her. Such
violations of all the proprieties of life, thank heaven, are
only to be found on heathen ground—such revolting exhi-
bitions of depravity are unknown in Christendom.

The Mohamedans of Celebes depart from the general
rules of their religion in their matrimonial affairs. A man
may have four wives if he is able to support them. A
traveler relates, that on the marriage of the children of two
chiefs many presents were made—the bridegroom entered
the town with twenty armed men—they were met by an-
other company who commenced an attack which resulted
in a sham battle—but gradually they retreated to the resi-
dence of the bride’s father. Entering the house victorious,
he seated himself beside the bride, and the high priest per-
formed the ceremony.

From our information upon the subject of the negotiations
preliminary to marriage, and the conduct usually mani-
fested on such occasions by the female, we are inclined to
believe that the desire to appear to be opposed to her lover
when she is not, is nearly universal. The simple, plain,
unvarnished truth is scarcely looked for in matters of this
character. How natural it is for the modest lady to repulse
the man who is seeking her favor—who would secure her
affections. She strives to appear indifferent to his advances,
and while her heart is almost consuming with the fires of
its own affection, she struggles to darken her countenance
with the cold look of scorn. Often she will coquette with
others, especially if she is confident that she can do it with
impunity, and that it will not be met with sqch decided
disapproval as to rupture the bonds of friendship and love
existing between them, and cause a dissolution of the en-
gagement. They seem anxious to sport in these affairs—
and as the Indian will sometimes lash his victim to the tree,
and throw his hatchet for the purpose of amusing himself
in seeing how near he can come to the head of his captive
without hitting it, so the flirting coquette will fire her little
vexatious darts, to see, for her own amgsemept,-how near
she can come to the point when her admirer will endure no
longer, but sunder the tender ties that bind their hears to-
gether. She sometimes carries the -joke quite too far, and
loses forever, the man whom, perhaps, of all others she most

JE
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adored. «No,” 1s a word stereotyped upon a lady’s tongue,
and so common indeed is the manifestation of her dissimu-
lation upon affairs of love, and that too, even in our own
country, that it has from time out of mind been the settled
maxim of the young man seeking a wife, when a lady says
no, she means “yes.”  How much painful suspense might be
avoided by uniformly telling the simple truth in affairs of
the heart !

The heart sickens at the dark picture of social degrada-
tion in Ceylon. Promiscuous intercourse among the sexes
is so common, that little or no disgrace attends it, even
though the parties are engaged in the violation of the mar-
riage relations, unless it be with one of an inferior rank in
society—then, if exposed, the one of superior standing loses
reputation. Even the detestable and abominable crime of
incest does not, among them, merit public scorn and re-
proach. The pride of the mother is highly gratified, and she
boasts of the distinction, when the favors of her daughters
have been bestowed upon Europeans. That most odious
practice here prevails, of a plurality of husbands. Even
brothers, among this people, sometimes have one wife in
common. Polygamy is seldom practised. Marriage of
course is very lightly esteemed—a meére rope of sand,
which has no power of permanently binding the parties in
wedlock. It is usually contracted by the parents of the par-
ties, and those who intend to marry often enjoy the commerce
incident to the connubial state for some length of time,
and if not suited with each other, relinquish forever their,
purposes to unite themselves in wedlock. Both parties not
unfrequently divorce several times before they finally find
one with whom they are willing to spend their days™ until
separated by death. Nothing could be expected of such a
people, but that they were sunk in the lowest depths of vice,
pollution and superstition.

In Corfu, custom requires that the bride shall weep at
the wedding, in order to signify her reluctance to quit the
virgin state.

In Java, the lower classes seldom have more than one
wife—but the higher ranks have several, and a great num-
ber of concubines, in whose company they spend a great
part of the time, smoking and listening to their stories and

amusements. To their chastity they are deplorably indif-
ferent.
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In the island of Jeso, the women are said to be very re-
served and circumspect—they are watched with great jeal-
ousy by their husbands and fathers against the advances of
strangers. Brothers and sisters are said to intermarry,
thus committing one of the most revolting violations of the
laws of nature and of the human constitution, and which
must always be followed by the degeneracy of our race, as
has been abundantly demonstrated by observation. The
lords of creation in this island are permitted to have from
four to eight wives. Among this people, adultery is pun-
ished by cutting off the hair of the offender—this, perhaps,
may appear a very trifling penalty as the retribution for so
seri