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yo e READER

HE fubje of this Book, however melancholy

it may appear to fome, yet it is neceffary- unto
all; feeing the word of God, and our own experi-
ence do aflure wus, that * man who isborn of a wo-
man, is of few days, and full of tfouble;”’ and that
he is born to trouble, as the fparks fly upward.”
Nay, God’s deareft children are not exempted from
this common fate. =~ We fee what is the chara&er
God giveth his church, Ifa. liv. 11. “O thou affli&-
ed,and tofled with tempeft, and not comforted !”’

If in this world then we muit look for tribulation,
‘it is highly neceflary for every man to feck dire&ion
‘how to provide for it, and behave under it fo ashe
may glorify God, edify others and attain to eternal
happinefs at laft.© The' tribulations we have to look
for here are manifold; but among thofe that are
outward, I know none about which men ought to
be more thoughtful and concerned, than bodily fick-
nefs, that ufual harbinger of death, and which uthers
the way to judgment,

This is a fubject not much handled in public fer-
mons, which are delivered only to them that arein
‘health, the fick being incapable to attend them.

= Wherefore it feems the more neceflary handle it
in writing that fo the afiliGed may have a book in
their houfes, and at their bed fides, as a monitor to
preach to them in private, when they are refirained
from hearing fermons in public. :

And though fometimes minifter’s fermons may
be' very* fuitable to the cafe of the fick and af-
flited; yet, alas! the' moft part are carelefs and
forgetful hearers of thefe things while they are in
health and ‘profperity, as reckoning the evil day at
fome diftance from them. A book then, fuch as
the following dire@tory, being with them in time of
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" 70 Tur READER.

ficknefs and aflition, may by the divine bleffing, be
ufefnl to bring to their remembrance thefe counfels
and admonidons which: they very much neglected
in the time of their health.

Again, minilters of the gofpel though never for
much inclined to attend the-fick, yet by reafon of
difability and multiplicity of other work,cannotbe-
always with them to diret, refolve, and comfort
them.’ But {uch a book asthis they may have ftill
at hand to confult with.

And in regard the aflited, for the moft part, are
out of cafe to read for themfelves, it would be a moft

_ charitable work for friends or neighbours that attend

them, to lay hold on proper feafons for reading {fuch
a book as this in their hearing, and efpecially fuch
chapters or direttions as they judge moit {uitable for
them. Thus you might be helped in fome meafure
to exoner your confciences, and do your laft offices of
kindnefs to your fick and dying friends, when you
can ferve them no no longer in this world.

I might have brought in and handled fome con-

“troverigs (had I been fond of them) in the enfuing

treaties, about the adminiftration of the Liord’s {up-
per to the fidk, and about extreme un&ion, which
fome alfo begin to plead for, and thence have tak-
en occafion to touch at fome other new ufages, fuch
as the middle flate, prayers for the dead, and other
popith errors, that fome (called Proteftants) would
have revived and introduced among us. But I haye
induitrioufly fhunned whatis controverfial, and kept
dofe to what is pradical, and owned by all true
Chrifffans.

For preventing the growth of thefe, and other er-

yors, ({rom which this nation hath been much longer

free than others), I wifh all ranks among us would
clofely obferve the facred rule of faith, God’s word,
and remember the folemn and national engagemets
we of 't‘HTiS( land are under, 1o maintain the pure truths
of God therein coatained, in oppofition to all forts of
error, whether Popith, Pelagian, Arian, Antinomian,
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&c, And may we ever abhor the doQrine that
would teach us to break thefe bands afunder.

~ Have we not ground, this day, to fufpect that Sa-
tan is carrying on a deep and fubtle plot for thaking
our covenated reformation, and weakening a Prot-
eftant intereft? when, upon one hand, fome are
beginning openly to advance and propagate the old

abjured Popifh doérines, which our reformers did

throw out, and with axes and hammers would go at

once to cut down all our carved work; and at the
fame time, om the other hand, fome would be at the
breaking down the excellent fences of our reforma-
. tion, wiz. our covenants, confeffions, the magi-
ftrates power,&e.  For this end papers are fpread,
and pofitions advanced, impugning the warrantable-
nefs of our national covenants and confeffions, and
the obligation thereof; reflefting alfo upen our wor-
thy reformers and anceftors, as vnenlightened,who
framed and took them, or died adhering thereunto;
and alfo denying the magiftrate’spower circa facra,
(for the fupport of truth, and fupprefling of herefies),
acknowledged by the word of God, and our Confef-
fion of faith ; and all this forfooth ;to make way for a
toleration of all errors and fefts amgng us: though
they cannot but know, thattolerating of falfe relig-
ions is exprefsly ranked among the {ins forbidden in
the fecond commandment, according to the expofi-
tion' of our larger Catechifm ; and is alfo condemned
by the xxiiid chapter of our confeffion: in both which
we may fee clear fcripture texts, cited by the af-
fembly, for refuting and condemning any fuch toler-

" ation. ‘Ah ! what joy may all this caufe at Rome !

therefore tell it not inGath,&c.

As the Lord did fignally countenance our reform-
ers pradtice, in entering into folemn and national cov-
enants with God, and among themfelves, for religion
and reformation, by the pouring out ofhis fpirit from
on high, for bringing in of many fouls to himfelf, and
for overturning idolatry and {urperftitionand advanc-
ing reformation toa great pitch, in fpite  of all the

S i
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enemies and difficulties that were in the way; &
their pradtice of national covenanting, even under
the New-Teftament difpenfation, is fufficiently war-
ranted both by the light of nature, and by thc.wm.‘d
of Cod;and thatin beth Teftaments. - And this will
appear, if we confider the fcripture-precedents, to-
gether with the promifeé and prophecies of the Old-
‘Teftament relating to golpel-times, and. compare. ~
them withthe New ; and efpecially thofe which fore-
tel the unchurching of the Jewith nation and thedn-
grafring of the Gentile nations in their room; and
that thereupen the national church-ftate and: privi-
ledges of the Jews,were ts.be transfered to Chriftian
nations, and -particularly this of béing nationally in
covenant with God. ~Which propheciesare to have
their fpecial and fyll accomplithment at Babylon’s
downfal. - Forillufirating thefe points, and applying
the feripture-texts relative thereto, I might expatiate
in feveral fheets of paper, ifit were proper here. I
thall only at this time cite fome of the texts that may
be well rmproven to the forefaid purpofes; which
the reader imay turn to, and confider at his leifure,
fuch'as Ifa. xix, 18, 2r;23,245 25.:Ifa. xlv. 23
lerlig, 5. the Ix. Ixi.and Ixii, chapters of Maiah
throughout, Ifa. Iv. 3, 4, 5. Micah iy. 1, 2. Zech.
viih 21, 22, 23. Re?.1i. 15, Rom. xi. 19, 19. Rom,
X. 12, 19. Matth.fii, 5,6. Ads. viii. 6, 12. 2Cor. viii.
5. Matth, xxi, 43. Rom. ix. 24,25, 26. compared
with Hofli, 9, 10, 11, Hof. ii. 23. Likewife I might
cite feveral prophecies with refped to the iflands, and
utmoft ends of the earth, whiclr were peopled by
Jaophet, ‘that have a very peculiar and favourable
a{ped to this coyenanted land.

Befides all which, it is evident from the firft and~
great comnand of the law, which is direted to If:
rael as a nation, and obligatory under the New Tef-
tament as well as the Oid, that it is moral duty u-
uiverfally and perpetuully binding upon nationsand

focieties, as.well as fingle perfons, to chufe, ac-
knowledge, and ayouch the Lord to be their God, to

)
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walk in his ways, and keep his ftatwes. This is re-
quired in the firft commandment, according to the
expofition of our Larger Catechifm, and is there
confirmed by thefe texes, that warrant and eximpli-
fy the pradtice of national covenanting, fuch as Deut.
xxvi. ‘16, 17. Joth. xxiy. 22 In fuch a national
way did our fathers of old acknowledge and ayouch
the lord to be their. god and devote themfelves and
their. poiterity to the Lord. And blefled be the
Lord eur- God, who did many ways declare himfelf
to be well pleafed with the bargain, and - efpecially
by filling the templé with his glory. '

As the prophets and godly Jews were at great
pains to conyey to pofterity hijtorcal accounts 6f the
wonderful deliverances God wrought for Ifreal at
the Red fea and in refcuing them from Egypt,
Babylon, and other enemies; So it would be ufeful
to fortify our reformation, if we were careful to
hand down to the rifing generation a fenfe of God’s
diftinguifhing mercies to this land, in delivering us
from fpiritual Babylon, andin refcuing us from time

_to time from thefe captains that have fought to lead
us back thither. Many a time hath he delivered
us, when we have bzen brought very low. {

By many inftances it hath appeared, that the glo-
rious Jehovah hath not been afhzmed to own his
covenant-relation to this finful and unworthy land.
God forbid that we of thisage fhould be athamed to
own our covenant-relation to him. This hath been

« both ‘our glory and our fafety; and I hope, there
will ftill be found a remnant to own' it, znd plead it
with God in the time of danger. Surely.it is not
time now to difclaim it,when the enemies of our Zi-
on are combining together and feeking to raze her
tothe foundation. Let all herlovers cry mightily
to her covenanted I.6rd,in her behalf)in thefe fhak-
ing #mes : Let them join to put up that prayer of
the Pfalmift, Pfal. lxviii28. ¢Stengthen,O God,
that which thou haft ‘wrought for us ;” and that of
Habakkuk, Hab. iii, 2. “ O Lord, revive thy work
in the midft of the years,” May 27, 1725,
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N. B. The forefaid digreffion in the preface to
the firt edition was occafioned by the broaching of
fome Searian notions, which introduced great reel-
ings and fhakings in this corner, and other parts of
this church ; fince which time, alas! fhe hath enjoy-
ed little peace within her walls, or pofterity within
her palaces ; but inftead thereof, the hatli been toffed
with tempefts and troubles of various kinds, where-
> by the children of Zion have been brought and fill

lie under great diftrefs and afliction. A
The firft impreffion of this-bopk being difpofed of,
and a fecond called for; I have more readily confent-
ed toit, at this time of general calamity and diftrefs,
“feeing the book is intended as a directory to Chrift-
jans under afliGon, whatever foft it be. It cannot
but be obyious to every ferious obferver, that the
Lord’s judgments are in the earth at this day, and
that the inhabitants of this land are generally vifited
with calamities of divers kindsy both fpiritual and
temporal ; which makes a Direftory how to manage
and carry under them the more feafonable and necef-
fary. g :
Ah! the Lord’s hand is vifibly lifted up againft
ws at this day, and hath been for fome years paft, in
fhutting up the church’s womb, blafting gofpel ordi-
nances, and withdrawing his Spirit from the affem-
blies of his people, and from our judicatories, The
flood-gate is openied for error, infidelity, and loofe-
nefs, to overipread the land ; fo that the gofpel of
Chrift, the holy feriptures, andall reyealed religion-
are contemned and ridiculed by many. ¢ The an-
ger of the Lord hath divided us bothin church and
 ftate, and hath mingled a perverfe fpirit in the midit
© of us ;” yea, hath made fuch woful breaches amongft
codly minifters and Chriftians, who are aiming ot the
ame things, that no balm can be found for healing
them. Thereis a way opened fer a carnal fel eek-
" ing miniftry to get into the vineyard, when faithful
labourers are thruit out, and godly preachers and
fiudents are difcourrged from enteringin., Not a
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few Chriftian congregations, who lately were harmo-
nious and united in partaking of gofpel-ordinances,
are now {o miferably rent and fcattered, through
mournful intrufions, and dividing courfes, that they
cannot worfhip God together; and many of them
are wandering like fheep having no fhepherd, ex-
pofed to beafls of prey, and liable to perifhin a ftate
of ignorance or negligence.

Likewife, the Lord’s hand is remarkably lifted up
againft us, In the variety of temporal judgments and
calamities brought upon us within a yery fhort time
paft. Sometimes the Lord fends forth his ftormy
winds with extracrdinary violence, {oas to carry ter-
ror and deftru&tion along with them, both by fea and
land, and even threaten to bury us in the ruins of our
houfes. Sometimes he fends fuch long continued

‘rains in time of harveft, as threatento deftroy the
whole crop before our eyes. Sometimes {uch extra-
ordinary ftorms of froft and fnow, as tobind up the
waters and mills that food cannot be prepared for us,
and we are ready to famith in the midit of plenty.
Sometimes he fends {uch deftructive ftorms of light-
ening and thunder from heaven, and kindles fuch
violent fires on earth, that whole cities, with there in-
habitants are like to be confumed therewith. Upon
our neighbouring -eountries dreadful inundaticzs
have been fent of late, for deftroying the inhabitants
with their cattle and effe@s. Again, God hath vifited
us with long continued drought, cold, and unnatural
ftorms in the {pring, and fometimes with froft in midft
of fummer, which hav bro’t on extrordinary fcarcity
and dearth of victual ; fo that thereare great diforders
committed in the land by riotsand tumults for want
of food, and multitudes of families are diffolvd, and
forced to wander begging their bread; and the'cat-
‘tle allo are famithed for want of grafs and food to
fuftain them. In the mean time weare engaged in
war with cruel enemies, who feize our fhips, carry
our countrymen captive, throw them into dun-
geons and noifome prifons, where they ufe them bar-
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baroufly ; yea, much of their blood is thed and many
valuable lives are loft in our defence. - And befides
our other calamities, we fuffer greatly thrdugh de-
cay of trade and merchandife, and penury of money ;
in many places merchants, tradefmen ‘and artificers
want bufinefs; there is no work nor hire for labour-
ers, and for thofe who would ufe honeft induftry for
bread, wheather men or women; fo that want* is
come upon us as one that travelleth, and poverty
like an armed man;” and many are reduced to ex-
treme mifery, and ftarving circumftances for lack of
bread : -
By all which proceeditigs it dppears that God hath
a peculiar controverfy with Scdtland, and threat-
ens to punifh her remarkably for her hinious fins
and provocations. - The Lord’s hand hath been long
lifted up agaifift us, and’now it is higher lifred wp
than ever; and the bigher it is lifted up, the blow
is like to be the feverer when given. He hath fent
many lefler {trokes and judgments upon us, as fore-
runners and warnings of preater, which he hath
flill in referve for us, if we repent not; for his mag-
azine is far from being exhauited. As there are ma-
ny cauies for thefe calamities of ours, fo I think therea
is a principle one mentioned, Matth, xxi¢. x2. ¢ In-~
i\]tit}' doch abound, and the loye of many is waxed
cold.”” 'Infidelity, immorality, and contempt of the
golpel, are come to a prodigious height; our hearts
are become cold and frozen to Chrift and his intereft,
to his people and holy laws; for which caufe God
is provoked to fend fuch judicial cold and frofts upon
our land, and the fruits of the Farth, fo as to mar
and diminith our crops, and reduge both men and
beafts to the greateft firaits.—And yet fo great is
our impenitency and perverfnefs, that we will not
fee the Lord’s hand, nor be reformed by all thefe
judgments.

¢ might well be expe&ted, when the Lord’s judg-
ments are fo vifibly in the earth, that not only his
people by profefiion, but even the inhabitants of the
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world would learn righteoufnefs, according to Ifa.
xxvi. 9. Bnt, alas! fo perverfe are we in walking
contrary to God, that neither the inhabitants ofthe
world, nor thefe who profefs to be feparated from
the world, will alter their courfe, nor learn rig hte-
oufnefs; nay inftead of that, many are learning fill
more wickednefs .¢ Shall Imot vific for thefe things?
faith the Lord; and/fhall not my foul be avenged
on fuch a nation as this?”’ Alas! hath Le not been
- provoked to fay concerning us, ashe did concerning
his ancient people, Lev. xxvi, 23, 24. *“ If ye will not
be reformed by thefe things, but will walk contrary
unto me; then will I alfo walk contrary unto you,
and will bring feven times more plagues upon you,
according to your fins.” And likewife to fay unto
us, as unto them, * When ye fpread forth your
hands, I will hide mine eyes from you; and when ye

~ faft and make many prayers, I will not hear; but I
+ will confume yon with the fword, with the famine,
and with the peftilence,” asin Ifa. i 15. Jer. xiv. 12.
The fvord, famine and peftilence, are God’s three

" mortal -arrows, which he commonly threatens to
flioot againft impenitent and incorrigible offenders,

Two of thefe are already fhot againft us: the fword
is drawn, and much of our countrymen’s blood is al-
ready fhed ; and what further fireems of it may flow
before it be put up in its fheath, God ornly knows.
The evil arrow of famine (as God callsit, Ezek. v,
16) is let fly againft us at the fame time, and fam-

ine is the arrow which is- the foreft of the three.—

When it was putto David’s choice which of the three
he would be the butt of, he would not chufe fam-
ine. The prophet Joel doth bewail and deprecate
this judgment in the moft pathetic manner, and calls
the whole land to fafting and prayer for removing
it, Joel i, ro, 14. and we fee, when God is moft an-

¢ry, and threatens to fpend hisarrows upon a guilty

people, he begins with the arrow of famine, as the

foreft, asin Dent. xxxii. 23, 24. “ I will fpend mine

arrows upon. them; they fhall be bt with hun~
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ger.” And we fee what the Spirit of God faith of
tio0fe who die by this arrow; Lam, iv. g, ¢ They that
b2 {lain with the fvord are better than they that be
flain' with hungef ; for thefe pine away, firicken
throuph for want of the fruits of the field ;> and
thercfore their death is moft lingering and miferable.
Likewife famine ufeth to'bring on'the moft noifome
and mortal difeases, and frequently the peftilence
doth follow upon the back of famine. Isit not high
time then, for our lund totake the alarm, when God
begins to fl:oot his evil arrows? When the lion roars
it becomes us to fear, yea, to humble ourfelves in the
duft, and mourn for our iniquities, which kindle the
fire of his wrath.

Let us fearch and try our ways,and turn again to
the Lord, from whom we have deeply revolted: and
particularly, let us mourn for and turn from thefe
fins which the word of God points out as bringin
on famine; fuch as, r. Aferibing our earthly com-
forts and bleffings to other things than God, the true
author. This {in we find threatened with fcarcity
and famine,’ Jer. xliv. 17, 26, 27. Hof.ii. 5. 9. 2.
Perverting of plenty to luxury and prodigality, fen-
{uality and excefs, revellings and dancings, balls and
affemblies. -We fee how thefe are threatened, Ifa.
V. 11, 12, 13: Amosvi. 4, 6, 7. 3. Rejecting the
bread of life, and défpifing the food of our fouls.—
God ufeth to punifh men for thisfin, by depriving
them of bread for their bodies, Jer. xi. 21, 22. 4.
~ Men’s minding their own things more than the things

~ of God; and neglecing to build his houfe, and put
refpect upon his ordinances. - Upon fuch accounts
God brings on fcarcity aud famine, Hag.i. 9,10, 171,
5. Covenant-breaking, and dealing cruelly with the
poor, or ‘with firangers that live among us ; it is
for thefe fins that God fent the three years famine
upon the land of Ifrael, 2 Sam. xxi. 1,

4

»

Moreover, let us look upon all thefe temporal

ftorms and calamicies which are come, or coming up,
on the land, as warning to prepare for a more aw«
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ful ftorm that we muft all meet with, namely, the
ftorm of death andjudgment; let us ftand ‘ga‘oituaﬂy
prepared for that ftorm, and then other ftorms will
not fo much affe@ ws. Ifit be afked, What wefhall
do to be fafe in the time of that trying florm ? the
anfwer is, Let us fee that we be among the broken
in heart, or fincere penitents, who heartily griev-
ed for all known fins: that we be true believersin
Chrift, whotruft in nothing but his righteoufhefsand
merits for juftification and {alvation: that we be
born again, and made new creatures by a faving
change beth in heart and life : that it be our great
bufinefs to clear up our evidences of peace with God
through Chrift, and our titleto the manfions which
he hath purchafed by his blood. O that God’s judg-
ments, when they are in the earth, were meansto
awaken us to flee from the wrath to come, to Chrift
our refuge! When' the floods of great waters aré
{welling up to thebrim, our only fafery is to fecureu
hiding-place in Chrift’s wounds.

Let us follow the example of Noah, who when he
faw the flood coming, took warning, and prepared
an ark forfaving himfelf and his houfehold, Heb. xi.
7. Let us even imitate the Egyptians that feared the
Lord; they; when warned of the dreadful ftorm of
hail that was coming on the land, made their fer-
vants and cattle to flee into the houfes, Exod .ix. 20.
God hath in mercy provided chambers for his peo-
ple to hide themfelvesin when ftorms are coming,
even the chambers of his atributes and promifes,
and the chambers of Chrift’s wounds and mtercef-
{ion ; in thefe only we can find fafety: let us then
enterintothemby faith, when he invites us, Ifa. xxvi.
20,21,

Seeing, in thefe evil days, we have fo many har-
bingers and forerunners of death before our eyes, it
will be highly our wifdom to keep ourfelves ftill ina
waiting posture, alwaysready and willing to die.—
What is there in this weary land to tempt us to de-
fireto abidein it? Isit notaland overwheimed with

B
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{in_and forrow? O believers, are you toffed yith tem-
pefls here ; Seek the wings of a dove, that you may
fleeaway, and beat reft. Be habitually defiring to
depart, that you may be with Chrift. Surely for you
to dieis gain, yea, infinite gain! What are the im-
aginary pleafures of this world to the real happinefs
of thenext? Though the firuggles of deathbe griev-
ous to nature, yet the gain of dying thould reconcile
you toit. You donot flick at the trouble of putting
off your clothes at night’ to gain a little reft to your
bodies; and why thould you ftick atunclothing your-
felves of the garment of flefh at God’s call, to gain
everlafting reft to your fouls, and the fruition of
Chrift’s glorious prefence forever? Let the thoughts
of this gain put you upon ufing all means to get
your hearts weaned from the love of the world, and
its comforts. Keep the mantle of earthly enjoy-
ments hanging loofe about you, efpecially in thefe
calamitous times, that fo it may be eafily dropt’ when
death comes to carry you to the eternal world. O
for more of the lively faith of that world, and of him
that is the Lord and purchafer of it | But feeing this
{ubje& is more largely infilted on in the bookitfelf, I
fhall add no more here upon it.. Only I fhall fub-
join a colleétion of fome {weet and comfortable texts
of {cripture, very proper for dying believers to med-
itate and feed on by faith, to grip to and plead with
God, and fuck confolation from, when they have a
near profpect of going through the dark valley, and
entering into theunknowaregions of eternity.  God’s
word will then be our hope.

Comfortable Texts for Dying Believers,

* X

* %

OME unto me all ye that labour, and are he:lvy

laden, and I will give youreft, Matth, xi. 28,

Him that cometh to me, I will.in no wife caft out,
John vi. 37. ;

In my {ather’s houfe are many manfions; if it

were nos 10, 1would have told you; I go to prepare
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4 place for you. Andif I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again, and receive you to my-
felf, that where I am, there ye may be alfo, John
®iy 2, 3

Becaufe I live, ye live alfo, John xiv. rg.
Chrift faith, “Surely 1 come quickly.”” anfw, ¢¢A-

men. Even fo, come Lord Jefus,” Rev. xxii/20.

There remaineth a reft to the people of God, Heb.
iv. .
I have waited for thy falvaticn, O Lord, Gen.
xlix. 18,

Lord, now letteft thou thy fervant departin
eace, For mine eyes have feen thy falvation,
uke ii, 29, 30.

He is the rock, and his work is perfedt, Deut.

XXXil 4.

The Lord will perfe& that which concerneth me,
Plal.cxxxviii. 8. '

Being confident——that he which hath begun a

ood work in you, will perform it until the day of
%efus Chrift, Philip. 1. 6. :

I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that lLe
thall ftand at the latter day upon the earth. And
though after my fkin, worms deftroy this body, yet
in my flefh fhall I fee God; whom I fhall fee for
myfelf, and mine eves fhall behold, and not ancth-
er; though my reins be confumed withiz e @fob.
Xix. 25,26, 27.

Although my houfe bz not fo with God; yet
he hath made "with me an everlafting covenant,
ordered in all things fure; for this is ail my fal-
vation, and all my defire, 2 Sam. xxiii. 4.

Yea, though 1 walk through the valley of the
thadow of death, I will fear no evil; for thou ars
with me, Pfal. xxiii. 4.

Into thine hand I commit my fpirit: thou haft re-
deemed me, O Lord God of truth, Pfal, xxxi, ¢

For this God is our God for ever and ever. he
will be our guide even unto death, Plal. slviii, 14.

Thou fhalt guide me with thy counfel, and after-

B 2
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wards receive me to glory. Whom have I in hea-
ven but thee.? and there is none upon earth that 1
defize befides thee. My flelh and my heart faileth:
st God is the ftrength of my heart, and my por-
ion for ever, Pfal. Ixxiil. 24,25, 26.

iGiees of God are a broken fpirit: a bro-
5d a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not de-
e, Pial, lusnin

3 that I had wings likea dove! for then would
iy away,and be at reft, 1 would haften my el
¢ from the windy form and tempeft, Pfal, Iv.

sugh ye have lien among the pots , yet fhall ye
s the wings ofa dove covered with filver, and
..r feathers with yellow gold, Pfal. Ixviii. 13.
The blood of Jefus Chrift his fon cleanfeth us
from all {in, 1 John 1. 7. ‘
Having boldnefs to enter into the holieft by the
Elood of jefus, Heb., x. 19°
He hath faid, I will never leave thee nor forfake
thee. Jefus Chrift, the fame vefterday, to-day and
forever, Heb. xiii. 5, 8. ;
¥Te retaineth not hisanger forever, becaufe he de-
lighteth in mercy, Micah vii. 18.
“Though ke {lay me, yet will I truft in him, Job
%3l 15,
T his name fhall the Gentiles truft, Matth. xii, 21.
Bleficd are all they that put their truft in him,
Pial il 12, '
He kaoweth our frame, he remembereth that we
are duft, Pl ciil. 14.
I lothe it, T would not live alway, FKob vii. 16,
We lnow that if our earthly houfe of this taber-
nacle were difiolved, we have asbuilding of God an
houfe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
We are willing rather to be abfent from the body,
and prefent with the Lord, 2 Cor. v. 1. 8.
For meto live is Chrift, and to die is gain,
Haying a defire to depart, and to be with Chrifk;
¢hich is far becter. Philip. 1. 21.23.
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Andnow, Lord, what wait I for? my hope isin
thee, Pfalm xxxix.

My beloved is mine, and T am his. Hisleft hand
is under my head, and his right hand doth embrace
me. Awake, Onorth w md and come thou fouth
blow upon my garden, that the fpices thereof may
flow out: let my beloved come into his garden, an d
eat his pleafant fruits. Until the day break, and
thadows flee away. Make hafte, my bcloved and
be thou like to a roe or a young hart on the moun-
tains of fpices, Cant. ii. 6, 16, 17. andiv. 16. and
viii. 14.

O death, where is thy fting? O grave, whereis
thy vu”tory ? But thanks be to GOf‘ wulc‘l giveth us
the vi&ory, through our Lord Jef'F Chnﬂ 1 Cor.
AV IR

The time of my departure is at hand, I have fought
a good fight, I have finithed my conrfe, I have kept
the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a
crown of righteoufnefs, which the Liord, the righte-
ous Judge fhall give me at that day ; and not to me
only, but unto all them alfo that love his appearing,
o Tt ivi’ 8, 718,

Theday of death is better than the day of one’s

‘bll‘th Feelel fwii. T,

: And God fhall wipe away all’ téars from théir
eyes, and there fhall be no more death, neither for-
row, nor crying, neither fhall there be my more pain,
for the former things are pahcd away . Hev, xxi1 4.

This is a faithfnl faying and worthy of all accep-
tation, that Chrift Jefus came into the world to
faye finners, of whom I am chief 1 Tim. i. 135.

God fo loved the world, that he gave hi< only be-
gotton fon, that w hmo:ver believeth in him {thould
not perifh, but have everlafting life, Jo(m i, '16.

For he hath made him to be Tin for © s, who Lney
no {in; that we might be made the rwhteouﬁlefs of
God in him, 2 2 Cor v. . 21.

Thanks be unto God for his unfpeakable gift, 2

Cor. i$§} 15.
B3
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Blefled be the Lord God of Ifrael, for ‘he hath
vilited and recdeemed his people, and hath raifed up
an horn of falvation for us in the houfe of his fervant
David, Lukei. 68, 6q.

n which fleep in Jefus, will God bring with
hen fhall we be caught up togetoer with them
in the clouds to meet the Lordin theair: and fo
fhall we ever be with the Lord, 1 Thefl. iv. 14, 17.
Unto him that loved us, and wathed us from our
nsinhis own blood, &c.  Worthy is the Lamb that
was flain, toreceive power, and glory, Rev. i. 5.and
VT2,

We know that we have paffed from death unto
Iife, ‘becaufe we love the brethren, 1 John iii. 4.

I am perfuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor
2

A

him,

angles, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
predent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth,
nor any other creature, fhall be able to feparate us
irom the love of God which is in Chrift Jefus our
Lord, Rom. viii. 33, 29. ;

1 know whom I havebelieved, and ITam perfuaded
that he is able to keep that which I have commited
wnto him, againft that day, 2 Tim. i 12.

I count all things but lofs and dung, that I may
win Chrift, and be found in him, not having mine
own righteoufnefs, &c. Philip. iii. 8. 9.

Chrift Jefus who of God is made unto us wifdom
and righteoufnefs, an fanétification, and redemp-
tion, 1 Cor. i. 30.

We rejoice in Chrift Jefus, and have no confidence
in the flefh, Philip. iii. 3.

Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made”
ns meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the
faints in light, Col. i. 12.

Behold, he cometh ,with clouds; and every eye
thall fee him.© Amen. Even fo, come Lord Jefus,
Rev. 1. 7. and.xxil. 20,

Dundee, 5th June 1741,
' L
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Some of the Author’s Dying Ejaculations,as they were

« written by himfelf a few days before he died, andleft

with his Bible lying on his pillow, the—day of may,
1750.

Let me {leep in Jefus !
I would not live always in this évil world,

thathas little in it tempting, and feems ftill to grow
worfe, and where the torrent of {in and back{liding
feems to grow fironger.

I would defire to depart, and to be with Chriit,
which is far better than to be here. I am willing
rather to be abfent from the body, and prefent with
the Lord. Whom have I in heaven but thee? and
there is none upon earth I defire befides thee: for
though my heart, firength, and flefh fail;yet the
Lord will be the firength of my heart, and my por-
tion for ever.

Now, Lord, what wait I for; my hope is in thee;
I have waited for thy falvation, O Lord.

O for Simeon’s frame, to be faying,*Lord, nosw
letteft thou thy fervant depart in peace, for mine
eyes have feen thy falvation.”

When Chrift fays, “Surely I come quickly;”
may my foul anfwer, “Even fo, come Lord Jefus.”

I am living on the righteoufnefs of Chrift, yea
dying in the Lord. Even fo come. I am detain-
ed here upon the thore, waiting for a fair wind to
carry me over this Jordon. I have waited, and
will wait for thy falvation, O Lord. The Lord is
a Rock, and his work is perfe&: Lord, perfect what
concerneth me.

O that I could fay with Paul ¢ The time of my
departure is at hand. I have kept the faith, I have
fought the good fight, I have run my race, I have
finilhed my courfe ; henceforch is laid up for me a
crown of righteoufnefs, which the righteous Lord
will give me at his coming.”

I am vile and polluted, O how fhall Ibe cleanfed!
But that is a comfortabe promife,‘The blood of
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Jefus Chrift his Son cleanfeth vs from all fin.” And
fois that, “Though ye have lain ameag the pots,
ye fhall be as doves, whofe wings are covered with
{ilver, and their feathers with vellow gold.”

I refolve to obey, to {fubmit to the Lord’s will, to
die like Mofes and Aaron, the one at 'mount Hor,
the other at mount Abarim. They wentup, and
died there at the command of the Lord.

O that when my flefh and firength fail, God may
be the firength of my heart, and my portion for
ever! When now the keepers of the houle do
tremble, O that God may be'the keeper! when the
grinders ceafe, becaufe they are few, O that God
would feed my {oul with manna, that will need none
of thefe implements! when the daughters of mufic
are broughtlow, O to be fitted for the heavenly muf+
ic above! when the lookers out at the windows are
darkend, O that my foul may be enlightened to fee
Jefus my Redeemer.

Lord, help the unbelief and infidelity of my heart;
and help to more of the faith of a rifen Jefus, and
afcended Redeemer. O let me believe and feel the
fweetnefs of that word of Chrift, “I afcend to my
Father and your Father, and to my Ged and your
God.”

O how thall fuch an unholy creature as I prefume
into fuch a pure and holy place! But as the apoftle has
taught us, we may have boldnefs to enter into the
holieft of all by the blood of Jefus.

O that when the time of my laft combat comes
with my laflt enemy death, I may be helped above
all to take the fhield of faith, where I may be re-
lieved from the fting of death, and may quench the
fiery darts of the wicked one.

O that I maybe helped to adore the fovereignty of
God, kifs his rod, and humbly {ubmit to it. 'Save me
from hoth extremes; let me never defpife the chaft-
ning ofthe Lord, nor faint when Iam rebuked of him,

Now the prince ofdarknefs will ftudy to raife tem-
pefts of temptations to fhipwreck the poor: weather
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beaten veflel of my foul, when it would enter into
the harbour of reft above; may Chrift come to be-
pilot, fteer the helm, and it {hall be fafe.

O for more faith! may my faith ripen to a full
aflurance, thatImay go off the ftage rejoicing, and
that an abundant entrance may be miniftered to me
intothe kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift

O for more faith, that I may die like Simeon when
he had Chrift in his arms, faying. * Now let thy fer-
vant departin peace, miie eyes have {een thy falva-
tion.”

Lord, one fmile of thy countenance would banifh
away all my doubts and fears, and make me fing in
pains.

Is my Redeemer gone to prepare a place for us?
why fhould I be fo {lothful to follow his fteps, when
he isfaying, Come up hither; come up, dwell here;
come up, reign here; come up, fing here?

- O Lord, deliver my foul from death, mine eyes
from tears, and my feet from falling. O faye me
from the horrible pit, draw me out of the miry clay,
fet my feet upona rock, and eftablith my goings, and
put a new fong in my mouth.

O give grace to ftrive by faith and prayer to enter
in at the ftrait gate. = Lord, thou haftbid me knock,
and it fhall be opened; afk, and ye fhall receive;
feek, and ye fhall find. Lord, I knock, open wato
me;Lord; I would bein, I muft be in; let me but
in over the threfhold; let me in within fight of my
Redeemer’s face, within fight of the f{fniles of his
countenance’ let me within hearing of the fongs of
the Redeemed; let me get to the outfide of that
praifing company ; I will be well enough if I get in.
Lord, in I muft be, out I cannot ftay: O fhut me
ro: out with fwearers Sabbath breakers, and profane
perfons. Lord, Inever chufed their company while
in this world: Lord, do not gather my foul with
{inners hereafter.

The redeemed are gathering, aud the wicked are
gathering, Lord, gatherme withthy flock: they are
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faft agathering; the church’s head is gone; he has
left the earth, and entered into his glory; my bre:
thren and friends, many of them have arrived where
he is; I amyet behind. O how great is the differ;
ence betwixt my f{tate and theirs. I am groaning
out my complaint, they are finging God’s praife I
am in darknefs, and cannot fee thy face, but they
behold thee face to face: O fhould I be fatisfied to
ftay behind, when my friends aregone! Shall I wan-
der here in a hungry defart, when they are triumph-
ing above, and dividing the fpoil? O help me to
look after them with a ftedfait eye, and cry, O Lord,
how long ! .

O heavenly Father, draw me after Jefus; for none
can come to him without thy aid. O Father, draw «
me up there where he is,and I will mount up as on
eagle’s wings. O draw me; and when thou feem-
eft to fly from me, Lord, enable me to follow hard
after thee.

O thousvho remembereft the dying theif, when
on the way to thy kingdom, O remember me when
now featedin thy kingdom,andfay to my foul, when
I am dying, ‘“This day fhalt thoube with me in
paradife.” b

Lord, I am called to the work I never did, O give
me the firength I never had. O firengthen me like
Samfon for this once, when at death, to pull down
the ftrong Liolds of {in in me. Lord, wath away my
fins in the blood of Chrift, and then my foul {hall not
{ink in the ocean of thy wrath. : ‘

O what is my life but a vapour! a fand glafs of
{ixty orfeventy years! O how faft does it run down!
howfoon runs-it out! Vain, vain is the love of life!
O give me grace to overcomethe loveof life, and the
fear of death, O for more patience and lefs fret-
ting.  If thedamned had hope of being faved from
hellaft

er athoufand years of my pain, how \\'illing}

ly wonld“they endureit? Bleiied be God,my pains

are not hell, their ftate not mine,
Lord, draw near to me, and fave me ; my body

9

-

e e -



o e

Dying Ejaculations, 23

is full of trouble, and my life draws near to the grave,
But Lord, thy loving-kindnefs is better than life: Q
make thy loving-kindnefs fure to me, and I will will-
ingly part with thus dying life. 3

Gh that I could make all the world fee the beays
ty of my precious and adorable Saviour.

Nothing buf an intereft in Chrift can give peace in
life, or comfortin death. He is the chief among ten
thoufand, and altogether lovely. My body isin part
dead, but I know, [ cannot die eternally v hile Jefus
lives.. I-muft go down to the grave; but what is
the grave; it is but a refining pot fince my Saviour
lay in it, it is but a bed of rofes. “* He is the rofe of
Sharon, and the lily of the valley.

It was his free grace that drew me and made me
willing in the day of his power; no defire, no merit
in me, it was all free and undeferving.

O let the chaftifement of my body be the medicine
of my foul, to cure me of {in, and bring me-to fincere
repentance for it: for Chrift was wounded for our

tranfgreffions, he was bruifed for our inigitines; the

chaftifement of our peace was upon him.
 Lord remember the chaftifement of Chrift for fin,
and let my pains be the chaftifement of a father, and
not the wounds of an enemy. Let Chrift’s fufferings
mitigate mine. /

I rejoice in the profpe of that glorious inherit-
ance referved fafe. I could not comfortably enter
eternity any other way but in'and through this God-
man Mediator; if he was not God as well as man,

I could not be fupported, but he is God.

Oh, this precious Saviour, he is my all in all; he
is my all fufficient good, my portion, and my choice;
in him my vaft defires are fulfilled, and all my
powers rejoice; I am travelling through a wilder-
nefs to a city of habitation, whofe builder and maker
is God.

Oh, delightful thought! that I, who was going
on in fin, thould be plucked as a brand out of the
burning. Oh how will they lie on a death-bed
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who have nothing but their own works to fly to!
with only this to depend on, 1 fhould be the mott
miferable of all creatures; but the long white robe
of my redeemer’s righteoufnefs, is all my defire,
They are truly blefled, they alone are happy who
are enabled to exult in the garment of celeftial glory,
which never waxeth old, in the illuftrious robes of a
Saviour’s confummate righteoufnefs which are in-
corruptible and immortal. This is a robe which
hides every {in, of thought, word, or deed, that I
committed. Ch how unfpeakably happy are they,
who are juftified by this all-perfe righteoufnefs of

the Lord -_]'cfus Chrift, and who therein can conftant-

ly triumph and glory |

Lord, I live upon Chrift, I live upon his righ-
teoufnefs, I live -upon his blood and merits; yea I
die alfo leaning wholly upon this bottom. It is not
paft experiences or manifeftations I depend wupon-
it is Chrift a prefent all-fufficient Saviour, and per-
fect rightéouinefs in him, I look to. All my attain-
ments are but lofs and dung befides him. ,

When 1 find myfelf polluted, I go to this foun-
tain for cleanfing. Lord, give me delight in ap-
proaching to thee; delight to be ata throne of
grace. O‘that I could make my bed there, lie and
die there.

The kingdom of heaven fuffers violence, and the
violent take it by force. O for ftrength to offer a
holy violence by faith and prayer,

\

¢ Thus the Author died as he lived, teftifying the

power of religion wpon himfelf; and that at a
time when men have moft need of its comforts,
The foregoing words are tranfcribed from his
own manufcript, now lying in che hands of Mr,
Beii, minifter at Aberbrothock.”

WILLIAM BELL,
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AFFLICTED MANs COMPANION:
OR .

A Diretory for a Family or Perfon under Affiction,
by Sicknels or otherwife.

FTHEY, INERDUCTLON,

A AN, when he firfi dropt from his Maker’s
hands, was a holy and innocent creature

pure from Tin, and confequently free from ficknefs,
and trouble, enjoying uninterrupted health and pro-
fperity both in body and foul. But no fooner was he
tainted with {in, but he became liable to all forts of
miferies, temporal, fpiritual, and eternal: his foul
being the refidence of fins and luits, his bedy turned
the receptacle of ficknefs and defeafes. And feeing
God’s ewn children have the relicks of {in and cor-
ruption in them, while in this world, they are not to
expect exemption from fuch afflictions; and the infi-
nitely wife God fees meet to make ufe of bodily dif-
tempers to correct the corruptions, and try the graces
of lus people, and to promote both their fpiritual
and eternal advantage. Hence it is faid of Lazarus,
John xi. 3. “Behold, he whome thou loveft. i3 fick. 2
He was beloved,. and yet fick. Itis no raré thinps
for the deareft of God’s faints to be put to chattar
.~ like cranes. and mourn like doves, by reafon of fore
ficknefs; as Hezekiah did, Ifa, xxxviii, 14. “Sanc-
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tified and heﬂt‘ay fouls may be matched with weak
and 1.cLly bodies, as was Gaivs, 3 John 2. Not-
withftanding the cafe is fometimes mott trying and
exerciiing to the beft of God’s people. and they are

néver more ready to aueftion God’s love or- quar-
1'61 with his providence, than under heavy ficknefs
aund bodily diftrefs. Itis therefore highly the con-
cernment of all, whether families or private perfons,
to inquire how th ey ougnt to behave under or after
afliicting ficknefs; and how they fhall provide for
foch an evil time before it comes. - And for the help
of all that defire inflruétion in this matter, I have
written the following directory ; which, for method’s
{ake, I thall divide into feveral chapters.

I. T fhall give fome general directions to all fami-
lies and I)elions vifited with {icknefs and afiliction.

II. Some paltlcuhr direétions to thofe who are
tharply afliicted with fore ficknefs and long trouble.

1l{. Dire&ions to the children of God under fick-
nefs.

IV. Diretions to unregenerate pe"fons under
{icknefs.

V. Direéions to the people of God, when recov~
ered from f{icknefs.

VI. Dire@ions to unrenewed perfons recovered
from ficknefs.

VII. Diredions to thofe fick perfons, who are
aypnently in a dying condition.

VIIL. Direftions to the relations, acquamtances
and neighbours of the. fick, who are themfelves in
health for the time.

N.B. Let it be remembered, that what I fay to
thofe vifited with ficknefs, is hkewﬂe applicable to
all other affliGted perfons, whatever their diftrefs be.

C'H A P
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C~ H i B Pt

Containing general directions to all families and

perfons vifited with ficknefs.

Direcr. 1 Diligently inquire into the ends and de-
Jigns, for which wufually God fends ficknefs and
affliétions upon per/ons.

N infinitely holy and gracious God hath vari-

_ ous and wife endsin afliing the children of
men, whether they be converted or unconverted ;
which ought to be duly coafidered by all, and efpe-
cially by thofe who are vifited with {icknefs ; fome
whereof I fhall inftance.

I God vifits with f{icknefs, to caufe carelefs fin-
ners bethink themfelves concerning their fouls eftate
and condition, who perhaps had never a ferious
thought about it befere. There are many who,
when in health and ftrength, are fo inteat upon the
pleafures and profits of the world, that they mind
nothing elfe; all the warnings, exortations, and
counfels of minifters, teachers. and friends, are loft
upon them: They cannot endure to entertain a
thought of God, of the foul, of death, of heaven, of
hell, or of judgment to come; till God doth caft
sthem into fome ficknefs or bodily diftrefs ; and then,
fometimes, they begin, with the prodigal, to come
to themfelves, and bethink themfelves, concerning
their fouls, and a future life. Now, this is God’s
delign, r Kingsviii.47. ‘“ If they bethink themfelves
f¢in the land whether they are carried captives,and
repent, >’ &c. By ficknefs, God gives a man. that

_before svas wholy diverted from foul matters by bu-
{inefs, company, and pleafures, occafion to bethink
himfelf. The man is now confined to his chamber,
is deprived of his former company and diverfions,
and {o gets time and leafure to commune with his
own heart, and refle&t on his former ways, and to
hear what confcienc fpeaks concerning a judgement
day, and a world to come. and the need of a Say-
jour. And fo by the blefling of God upon fuch af-
flitions, not a few have begun their firft acquaing-
Ca
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ance with God and Chrift, and ferious religion
Nay, the furnace is Chrift’s ufual work-houfe, where
he has formed the molt excelent veflels of honour
and praife, Ifa. xlviii. ro. _* I have chofen theein
the furnace of affliction.” Manaffeh, the Prodigal,
Paul, and the Jailor, were all chofen there.

II. God vifits us with ficknefs, in order to inftruct
and teach us thefe things we know not, Pfal. xcvi.
12. It was a faying of Luther, Schola crucis eft
{chola lucis. And indeed the fchool of affliGion is
the place where many. of Zion’s fcholars have made
good proficency in fpiritual and experimental
knowledge.—Now, there are feveral remarkable
leffons which God would teach us by the rod.

tft. The knowledge of God. It is faid of Ma-
nafleh, 2 Chron. xxxiil. 12, 13. “When he was
¢ brought to afflition, &c. then Manafleh knew that
the Lord he was God.” © Though Manafleh was
well educated, and early taught the knowledge of
God, yet till now he knew not the Lord: But now
he knew him in his power and greatnefs, his holi-
nefs and hatred of {in; now he knew God in his
goodnefs of mercy, and wondered that he had kept
him {o long out of hell.

2dly, Another leffon isthe knowledge of ourfelves,
In time of health and profperity, we are apt to for-
get ourfelves, and our mortality ; but ficknefs caufe-
eth us to know that we are but men, and frail men,
Pfal. ix. 20, that God hath an abfolute fovereignty
over us, and can as eafily cruth us, as we do a moth,

3dly, He teacheth usthe emptinefs of the world,
How vain ahelp is that, which fails a man in the
time of his greateft need! and oft-times we fee, that
worldly means and friends can neither give the leaft
cafe to the bodies, nor comfort to the fouls of per-
{ons under ficknefs and diftrefs.

4thly, Another leflon is the great evil of fin
which "is the caufe of all fickneffes and difeafes
whatfoever, 1 Cor xi. 30 For this caufe many
are weak and fickly among you.”—Ah! what 3
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root of bitternefs muft that be, which brings forth
{uch bitter fruit!

5thly, He fheweth us the precioufnefs and excel-
lency of Chrift and his promifes; which only can en-
able a Chriftian to rejoicein tribulation, and be eafy
under the greateft pains and difeafes. There are
many who are indifferent about- Chrift in time of
health, that when ficknefs comes, do change their
note, and cry, O foran intereft in Chrift, above all
things !

III. God fends fuch trials and difiréfles, in order
to mortify and kill {fin in us. Ifa. xxvii. g . By this
thall the iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this is all
the fruit to take away his {in.”” And indeed fick-
nefs and affiiction, through the bleiling of -God.
hath anative tendency to weaken and {ubdue our
prevailing fins and lufts. O man, isthy heart turn-
ed hard {o as thou art not fenfible of thy own fins,
or of others fufferings ? God fees meet to try the
fire of aftlition, to feeif it will melt thy frozen heart.
Haft thou undervalued health, and f{lighted thy
mercies ? Now God removes’them from thee, that
by the want of them, thoumayeft know the worth of
them. Art thou turned proud and felf-conceited?
God fends thee a thorn in the flefh, to prick the
fwoln bladder of pride, that thou mayit not be puf-
fed up above meafure ; God lays thee low upon
thy bed, that thou mayft be lowly in thy heart.
Doth love to the world prevail in thee ?* God {ends
afflition to difcover its emptinefs, and wean thee
from it. Art thou fallen fecure, dead, and for-
mal? God fends afilition to awake thee, that thou
mayft not fleep the {leep of death.

IV. God fends ficknefs, to awaken in us the
fpirit of prayer and fupplication, and make us more
earneft and importunate in our addrefles to the
throne of Grace. There is a great difierence be-
twikt our prayers in health and in ficknefs, betwixt
our humiliations in profperity, andin adverfity. In
profperity we pray heavinly and drow {ily, butadver-

3
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s to our defires. Ifa xxvi, 16, Lordin
ifited thee, they poured out a prayer
ning was upon them, Though they
ckward enough to prayer before, yet they

out molt freely mow. The very heathen
mariners cried aloud to God in a ftorm.—What a -
famous prayer did Manafleh make when he was un-
der his iron fetcers | We find it thrice mentioned, 2
Chron. xxxiil. 13, 18, 19. And the voice of fer-
vant prayer,sis what the Lord defires to hear.

V. ' Ancther end is, toloofe our hearts from the
things of this world ; and caufe us to look and long:
ijor heaven. 'When weenjoy health and eafe in this

vorld ; we arcapt to fay with Peter on the mount,
It is good for us to be Lere # but when diftrefs cometh,
God’s people avill turn their tongue, and fay with
the Plalmift, Pfl. Ixxiii, 27. It'is good for me to
draw nigh to God. When things here go well
with us, we are apt to think ourfelvesat home : but,
when trouble arifeth, webegin tofay, ‘“ arife , let'us
depart® this s not our reft. Though heaven was
much out of fight auvd out of mind before* yet, when
aflicting ficknefs comes, the poor believer will figh,
and fay with David, Pl Iv. 6. O that I had wings
Like adovel for then would I fly away, andbe at reff.
£ would haften my efcape from the windy tempeft2

VI Ged deligns to make the world bitter, and
‘Chrift fweet tows. | By fuch afliions, he lets men
fee, thatthe world is nothing but vanity, and vexa-
tion of fpirit ; that riches avail notin the day of

~wrath : thenitis, that they may fee the infufficien-
cy of the world to relieve them: that, as one faith, -
‘¢ A velvet {lipper cannot cure the gout : a golden
“ cap canpot drive away the head-ach ; nor abed.
“of doun give eafe ina fever.* And as the world
turns bitter, fo Chrift prows fweet to the believer:
In time of eafe and health, Chrift is often very much
mepleted and forgot.  As the difciples,~ while the
fea was calm fuflered Chrift to fleep with them in
“the thip, thinking they might make their voyage

§ {1
chafie
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well enough without his help; but when they were
ready to be drowned, then they fee their need of
Chrilt, they awake him, ¢rying, Mafter, fave us, or
elfe we perifb.- So the beft of faints, when all is eafy
about them, are prone to fuffer Chrift to fleep with-
in them, and fo to negle&t the lively a&ings of faith
on Chrift; but when the ftorm of afilition beginsto
arife, and they are ready to be overwhelmed with .
diftrels then they cry, * None but Chrift, none but
Chrift,”’ .

VIIL. God tryfts with ficknefs and difirefs,in or:
der both to prove and improve his people’s graces.
Deut. viii. 2. Rev. ii. 10. Graceis hereby both tri-
ed and firenghtened. 1ft. Such affliGions do prove
both the truth and ftrength of our graces, as they
ferve to try if we love "God for himfelf; if we caa
endure and hold out in ferving him, waiting and de-
pending upon -him, notwithftanding of difcourage-
ments. That faith will fuflice fora little affliction,
that will not fuffice for a greatone. Peter had faith
enough to come upon the fea at Chrift’s call T but as
foon as the waves began to fwell, his faith began to
fail, and his feet to fink, till Chrift mercifully caught
hold of him, faying, *“ O thou of little faith, where-
fore didft thou doubt : Martth, xiv. gr. Little did
Peter think his faith was {o weak till now.

2dly. They tend to improve our graces alfo, by
quickening and flrengthening them. They ferve
as a whetltone to fharpen faith, fo as the foul is
made to renounce earthly fhelters, and to clafp about
Godin Chrift,as its only refuge and portion. They
excite to repentance and ferious mourning for {in ;
for dike the winter froft and {nows, they makethe
fallow ground of our heart more tender. They
prompt us to heavenly mindednefs, felf denial, and
patient waiting on God. Yea, the experience of
God’s people can atteft it, that Grace isnever more
lively, than under affliGion. David never- found
himfelf better, as to his{piritual flate, than when he
was perfecuted and hunted asa patridge on the
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mountains ; and hence fays,, Pfal. cxix. 71, “Itis
good for me, that I have been afflicted.”

VIIL. God’s aim is, to awaken us to redeem
time, to prepare for flitting, and clear up our evi-
dences for heaven. In the time of health we are
aptto triflle away time, to loiter inour journey, and
forget that we are pilgrims oa the earth; where-
fore God fends ficknefs as his meflenger, tomind
us thereof.

Now it highly concerns us, when f{icknefs attacks
us, to confider and meditate upon thefe ends for
which God brings oa diftres, and pray earneftly
that they may be accomplilhed in us; and fo our
ficknefs fhall not be unto death ({piritual or eternal)
but «to the glory of God, and good of our fouls,

Direcr. r1. Let all who are vifited with ficknefs and
diftrefs [earch for the Achan inthe camp,and in-
quire diligently what is the ground and caufe of
God’s controverfy with them.

IT hath been the pratice of God’s people in ferip-

ture times, to inquire into the caufe and mean-
ingsof God’s rods which have been laid upon them.

So David, 2 Sam. xxi. when the land of Ifrael was

three years munder the firoke offamine, he enquired

into the meaning of it. So Jobis exceedingly de-

{irous to know why God fet him up as a mark for

his arrows, Job vii. 20. and hence itis that he makes

that petition, Job x. 2. which is moft fuitable for eve-
ry manin diftrefs, * thew me wherefore thou
contendeft with me.”

I grant indeed, that God fometimes vifits his
people with afflition, for the trial and exercife of
their grace, and for their fpiritual inftru@tion, more
than for the correfion of their fin. But {in being
the original and foundation of all affliGton. It is
fafeft, when it is our own cafe, and moft acceptable
to God. to look on {in as the procuring caufe. Or;
if our {ins have not immediately procured the pref
fent afilittion, yet the beft of God’s children muft
own that they have at lealtdeferved it.  We fee the
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fin of the Corinthians is mentioned as the caufe of
their ficknefs, 1 Cor. xi. 30. * For this caufe many
are weak and fickly among you.” The Pfamift con-
cludes the very fame thing, Pfal. cvii. 7. 18. * Fools
¢“ becaufe of their tranfgreflions, and their iniquities,
‘¢ are afili¢ted their foul abhorreth all manner of
‘“ meat: and they draw nigh unto the gates of
death.” But ordinarily, by ficknefs, the Lord points
at fome one fin in us. more than another, fome Jo-
nah in the fhip, that hath raifed the ftorm, which
the Lord, would have us to fearch out and throw
over board without delay.

2ueff. But how fhall we difcover and find out
the particular fin for which God affiits us with
ficknefs and diftrefs !

Anf. 1ft. ftady the Lord’s word and the chaftife-
ments there recorded, which he hath infli¢ted upon
people for their fins; and inquire if you be guilty
of the like. Obferve what hath been God’s mind ta
his people, and what {in he hath pointed outto them
when they have béen brought under fuch a rod;
and {o you may learn his mind to you, Rom. xv. 4.
¢ For whatfoever things were written aforetime,
were written fer our learning.” :

2dly, Confider what is the fin which cohfciencedoth
moft of all accufe thee  for, in thy moft ferious and
fqlitary hours. Confcience is God’s deputy, and thy
bofom-monitor, whofe yoice, perhaps, thou haft little
regarded in the day of thy health. wherefore God
hath fenta fharper meflenger, to fecond the voice of
confcience. Hear now the voice of the rod, for it is
the fame with the voice of confcience. In the day of
profperity, carnal profits and pleafures made fuch a
noife, that the voice of conicience could not be
heard: wherefore God hathbrought on thee the filent
night of adverfity, that his deputy may obtain au-
dience. Well then, give ear; what faith confci-
ence now? may you not hear it faying, as Reuben
to his brethren ifi diftrefs, ¢ Spake I not to you in
the day of health, do not commit fuch a {in, and do
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not delay repenting for fuch a fin; but you would not
hear?” O man, let confcience get a hearing at laft as
it got with the patriarchs, when they werebrought to
diftrefs in Egypt, and madethein to confefs their fin
in felling of jofeph, Gen. xlii. 21. ** We are verily
guilty concerning our brother, in that we faw the an-
guith of his foul, when he befought vs, and we would
not hear: therefore is this diftrefs come upon us.”

3dly, Confider what are thefe evils, that others
have obferved in you, whether they be friends or
foes. Harken to what a chriftian friend noticeth in
you, cither when fpeaking to you, or to others about
you. ¢ Let the righteons fmite me (faith David)
and it fhall be a kindnefs.” Yea do not difregard
what evil enemies fay of you: as David got good
by the malicious reproaches of Shemei, in the day
of his affliction, fo may you in the time of diftrefs ;
for fometimes malice itfelf will fpeak truth. Ene-
mies are fharp-fighted to fpy out our faults, and fo
may, through the divine blefling prove monitors to
us, both with refpect to fin and duty.

4thly, Confider the nature and circumftances of
thy diftrefs. Oft.times the affliction is {o fuitable to
the tranfgrefiion, that we may clearly read our fin
written on the forehead of our punifhment, as in the
cafe of Abonibezek, and many others. And alfo
you may be helped to find it out by the Lord’s tim-
ing of the rod to you. Was it fent when you was
under much formality in duty? or when you was
eagerly purfuing the things of the world? or when
you was under the power of fome prevailing luft or
other ? then the rod comes to reprove you, and
awake you to fee the evil thereof,

5thly, Confider what is the fin that hath been for-
merly moft affrighting to thy thoughts, and perplex-
ing to thy confcience, when thou haft been in the
ifnmedia'te view of death and a tribunal., Itis v ery
likely (if thon haft not truly repented of it) that
is the {in \v‘l‘nch God now intersls to awake thee ~
to fee the eyilof, that thou mayeft fincerely mourn
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for, and turn from it, looking to God in Chrilt for
pardon and mercy.

Object. Ah (faith one)it is my lot to die under a
dumb and filent rod, Ido not underftand its lan-
gnage, I cannot hear its voice, I cannot find out the
{in thatis pointed at by it ; what courfe fhall I take?

Anfw. 1. Be deeply humbled under this erial, anl
bewail thy cafe before the Lord; for it very much
aggravates the afllition to God’s people, when they
know that thelanguage ofit : Hence was it that
Job lamented fo heavily, that his way was hid, and
he knew not the reafon of God’s contendmg \Vlth
him, Job iii, 23.

2. A behevex cafe may be fometimes fo dark
that it requires a great deal of {piritual art and wif-
dom to enable him tohear the voice of the rod, and
underitand its language. Hence it is faid, ‘“ He
is a man of wifdom that feeth God’s name upon

> Micah vi. g. Now, thiswifdom muft only come
from above ; ‘herefore.

3. Go to God, and earneftly beg fcr this wifdom,
that youmay know his mind, and the meaning of
the rod. Do as Rebekah, when the children ftrug-
gled in her womb, the w ent to enquire of the Lord.
faying, * Why am I thus' ?” Gen. xxv. 22. Cry
to God to give you his {pirit, to teach and enlighten
you to {ee {in in thisevil, and the particular evils you
are guilty of. This was Job’s courfe in his afilic-
tion? ‘ thew me (fays he) wherefore thou con-
¢ tendeft withme. That which I fee not, teach
thou me. Make me to know my tranfgreflion and
my {in. > There is no better way for a prifoner to
know the reafon of his confinement, then to alk the
magiftrate who committed him. God is a wife a-
gent, and can give beft account of his own actions.

4. If thou canft not find out the particular fin for
with God affli¢ts thee, then labour to repent of eve-
" ryknown {in, and cry for pardon, of every unknown
and forgotton f{in alfo. Do that out of wifdom,
which Herod did out of malice, who becaufe ke
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could not find out the babe Jefus, killed all the chil-
dren of Bethlehem, that he might be fure to kill-Je-
fus among them. Let us feek the utter ruin and
death of all our fins, that we may be fure to deftroy
that {in for which God afflicts us.

5. Study to exercife a ftrong faith, and a humble
fubmiffion, while God keeps you under the, filent
rod. Believe firmly, that God is juft, though you
know not what he contends. Andhowever long he
thinks fit to make yos walkin the dark, refolve hun-
bly to wait on him, and commit yourfelf to him,
who has many times guided the blind in the way
they knew not. '

Direcr. 111. When any fit of ficknefs attacks you,
think [erioufly upon death, and make deligent pre-
paration for it.

DO not mean that any man may delay the work
of preparation for death, till {icknefs cometh ;

No, n.; this fhould be the great and up-taking bufi-

nefs of every man in the time of his health and

ftrength. But ficknefs aud difeafes being the harbin-
gers of death, and the meffengers fent from “God to
warn us of its coming ; every manis thereby called to
renew thework of preparation for death, with all ear-
neftnefs and application. God’s voice by every fit
of ficknefs, is that in Deut. xxxii. 29. ¢ Othat they
were wife, thatthey underftood this, that they would
confider their latter end ?”” God knows our folly,
and readinefs to forget this great work.in the day
of health; and therefore, in his mercy, he fends,
ficknefs and affli¢tion, to teach us {o to number
our days that we may apply our hearts to this peice
of heavenly wifdom, of making preparation for death

And here I thall drop, 1/Z, Some motives to prefs
it. 2dly. Adyice for the doing ofit aright,

I. For motives, confider thefe things :

1ft. Confider God’s mercy and patience towards
you;in giving you {o many warnings, and fo many
years to prepare for death ; and in fending his mef-
fengersand warnings fogently and gradually to excite
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you to this work ; when many younger and firon-
ger than you, are hurried into eternity, and litttle or
no time given them to think where they are going.
Have you not been fpared many years, in the midit
of dangers, when you have feen that bold archer
Death fhooting his arrows, and killing thoufands of
your neighbours and friends round about you?
Sometimes the arrow hath glanced cver your head
and flain fome great man, your fuperior: Sometimes
it hath alighted at your feet, and cut of a child or a
fervant, your inferior: Sometimes it hath gone by
on your left hand, and killed your enemy y at other
times it hath paffed on your right hand and killed
your near relations. So that you have {een friends
and foes, fuperiors and inferiors, relations and
flrangers dropping down dead round about you ; and
all this for along trac of time, to give you warning
tp prepare for death. O let the goodnefs and forbear-
ance of God, towards you, lead you to repentance,
and perfuade you to flee {peedily to Chrift, for refuge
and protection from wrath,
2dly, Confider how terrible death will be if it
meet you in an unprepared ftate, in a Chriftlefs and
impenitent condition.” What a fearful change will
it bring upon you! A change {from earth to hell,
from hope to defpair, from pleafure to pain, frosa
comforts toterrors; a change from the offers of grace,
to the revelation of wrath: a change frotn probabili-
ties, to utter impoflibilities of falvation.  Death
will cut off all your hopes and expe@ations of mercy
for ever, Job xxvii. 8& Thereis no coming back,to
amend what hath been done amifs here; and there
is no work nor device in the grave, whither you'go.
As the tree falls, fo will itlie, through all eternity.
. IL. T come to give fome advices, in order to the
right preparation for death. 1/?, Set about felf-ex-
amination work. Inquire if you be in Chrift or
not; if you be yet far off from God, or if you be
brought near by the blood of Jefus. And fee that
you be impartial in this fearch, and willing to finl
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out the truth of this important queflion. Be not
foolifhly tender of yourfelf, and apt to believe that
you are fafe, when itis not fo; for, this way, thou-
fands do ruin themfelves. But be content to know
the worft of your cafe, and thoroughly to under-
Ttand your foul’s danger, that you may be moved
to take the right way to efcape it. 'Wherefore take
a view of the marks of Chriftlefs and unconyerted
perfons fet down in God’s word, and judge yourfelf
by them: And confider alfo the figns of true grace
there recorded, and fee if they be applicable to you
or not.

2dly, If after inquiry, you find your ftate is bad ;
that you have been a lover of the world, more than
of God; you have minded your body more than
your foul : you have lived in the neglect of precious
Chrift; allowed yourfelf in known {in: O then be
convinced of your inability to help yourfelf, and
your need of Chrift to help you. And labour tobe
deeply humbled before God, under a fenfe of your
{inand folly, ¢ Ah, how foolifhly, how rebelliouf-
ly, how unthankfully haveI carried? T have abufed
God’s mercies, and left undone the work for which
1 was made, and preferved, and enjoyed the gofpel,
Oh! I had all my time given me, to make prepara-
tion for endlefs eternity, and I have never minded
it, till now that ficknefs, the harbinger of death, is
come upon me: And now, what {hallTdo to be
faved ?”Well, then, in order to convince and hum-
ble you the more, calt back your eyes upon the fins
of your nature, and of your by paftlife ; view them
in their nature, number aggravations and. defery-
ings. < do not fo many years’ {ins need a very
deep humiliation? O do you not ftand greatly in
need of fuch a perfon as Chrift, to be your Saviour
and Ranfomer from fuch a vaft number of fins? O
but their weight will prefs you eternally down to the
loweft hell ; if left to yourlelf, and laid upon youg

back,

-
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3dly, O finner, art thou deeply humbled, and de-
firous of mercy upon any terms ? Believe then, that
thy fake is not remedilefs, but that there is a facrifice
ggovided for your {ins, and an able and all fufficient
aviour in your offer. Believe that the Lord Jefus
Chrift is the Son of God, and become flefh to be a -
furety for you ; that he is both able and willing to
{ave to the uttermoft all that come unto God by
him. Though your fins, your dangers and your
fears, were never fo greac, yet he is atle and willing
to fave. O fle prefently to this refuge city, whofc
gates are open to receive you. ‘Truft your fouls up-
on Chrift’s facrifice and meritorious blood’ for mer-
cy and falvation. Apply humbly to him, that Le
may teach you the will of God, reconcile you to his
Father, pardon your fins, renew you by his Spiric,
and fave you from eternal wrath,
4thly, Give up yourfelf to God in Chrift, by way
of covenant and folemn refignation. Every man
doth this facramentally in baptifm; but you muft
alfo renew it perfonally and explicitly, and thereby
give a cordial and voluntary confent to the cove-
nant of grace. Acquiefce cheerfully in the gofpel
~way of falvation through Chrift and his rightcous-
nefs; and acgept of God in Chrift, as thy portion.
Make choice of God thy Father, as thy recenciled
father in Chrilt ; and God the Son, as thy Re
deemer and Savour ; and God the Holy Ghoft, for
thy Sancifier, Guide and Comforter. And lke-
wile give up thyfelf, foul and body, and all thou
hait’ to be the Lord’s; engaging, in. Chrift’s
ftrength, to live for God, and walk with him in
newnefs of life. And fiudy to do all this deliber-
ately, unfeignedly and cheerfully. Though, per-
haps, you have done this, hypocritically, at former
times, you have profaned God’s covenant, and
behaved unfteadfaitly and perfidiovfly therein ;
yet now endeavour- to be fincere with God for
once.

D.2
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5thly, Be living daily in the exercife of faith and
o

repentance : renew the alts thereof frequently, in -

proportion to your renewed fins and guiltinefs.
Cleave clofe to glorious Chrift, your High Prieft aned
Surety, and be ever wathing in his blood. As long
as you are in the world, you’ll need to wath your
feet, John xiii. ro. = Come death when it will, letit
find you at the fountain, always looking to, and
making ufe of Jefus Chrift. You have great need
of Chrift every day of your life, more efpecially in
ficknefs; but moft of all at a dying hour. O what
need will you have of Chrift, then, asan Advocate
with God, when the queftion is to be determined,
Where your manfion isto be afligned, through all
etornity, whether in heaven or hell ? O then, be
looking always to Chrift, withthe eye of faith. Live
in the conftant thoughts of this blefled Mediator.
Let him be firft in your thoughts, in the morning,
and laft in your thoughts, at night.

6thly, Be firiving to mortify every fin and luft,
both outward and inward. Be dying to {in daily,
that fo you may not die for fin eternally. O that
{in may be daily lofing its firength, and dying in
you ! {o that it may be certainly dead before you.
Pray earneftly, that your fins may die, before yon
die : For, if they die not beforeyou, but out-live the
dying body, they will 1lve eternally to. fling and
torment the never-dying foul.

Aed
N

leavethe iffus of the prefent ficknefs, 1o the will and
pleafure of the iafinitely wife God.

i p EMEMBER, O man, thou art the clay, and
R God is the Potter? he is abfolute Lord of
thy life and times, therefore learn to adore his fove-
reignty over thee, and all thy enjoyments. David
did fo, when he faid,** Lord, my times arc in thy
hand,t¢ Plal. xxxi. 15, And indeed they are only
beft in his hand, for he Left knows how to difpofe of
thés. The prophet faith, Ifa. xwx. 18. * The

Jiveer. IV. Benot anxiovsferrecovery tobealth;bus
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Lord is a God of judgment blefied are they, that
wait for him.” Judgment there fignifies wifdom :
The Lord is a God of wifdom, and will order and
time all things well ; and therefore it becomes ug
quiétly to wait for his pleafure, faying. ,; The will
of the Lord be done.” Itis taken notice ofjasa
great fin in the Ifraelites, that they waited not for
his counfel, but limitted the holy one of Ifrael,
Plal.Ixxviil. 41. What an unaccountable folly and
prefumption is it, for the worms of the earth, to feek
to fint and limit the Sovereignof heaven, to their
‘meafures ; It becomes us at all times, and efpecial-
ly in ficknefs and aflliction, to have low, fubmiffive
thoughts of ourfelves, and high exalted thoughtsof
God’s fovereignty, fuch as Nebuchadnezzar had,
Dandlv. 35. And all the inhabitants of the earth
are reputed as nothing: And hedoth according to
his will in the army of heaven, and among the in-
habitants of the earth: and none can flay his hand,
or fay unto him, Whatdoft thou »” = We fhould
therefore refer all to his wife determination, and be
willing to die orlive, as he fhall be pleafed to ap-
point. I remember I have read of a godly woman,
who, in her ficknefs, being alked by one, Whether
fhe was molt defirous to die, aftolive ? She anfwer-
ed, ‘Ihaveno choice in that matter, butrefer my-
felf to the will of God.” *But, (faid the other) fup-
pofe God fhould refer it to you, whether to die or
to live* which of them would you choofe?’ If God
(replied fhe) thould refer i to me, I would even re-
fer it back again to him.’ . It becomes, thee, O
man, to be entirely refigned to the will of thy
Maker, and to itand like a {fentinel in thy- ftation,
ready to move, asthy great General and Command-
er {hall give order, concerning thee. It would be
pleafant, and acceptable to God,  to fee thee more
defirous to be delivered from {in,than from {icknefs,
O but {in is a far worfe difeafe, than any {icknefs in
the world | beg importucately, that the great Phy-
fician may cure this woful foul-difeafe, andiet him

D 3 .
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do with the bddy what he pleafeth. This was Da=
vid’s pradtice in his affiction, Pfal.xxv. 18, “ Look
upon my affli@ion; and my pain; and forgive all
my {in,”” * As for his pains and affliCtions, he afks
no more, but that God would regard them, and
Iook ‘upon them, and do with them as he thought
fit ; ‘but, as for his fing, no lefs will fatisfy him than
a pardon, and blotting them entirely out, o as they
mightbe remembered no more.

Dirrer. Vi Bird youfelf with noly purpofes and re-

Solutions, in Chriff’s ffrength, ta be  more watchful

againf? fin, more diligent in duty, and to improve the

time fhealth belter,if God fhallbe pleafedtoreflore

it again loysu, i

HEN God is vifiting your iniquitiés" with
rods, and pleading a controverfy with you

for your omiffions and {lacknefsin duty, he expedts
thatyou will return from your back-flidings, and fet
about a ferious reformation and change of life.
Hofea v 15 “T1 will go, and return to my place,
till they acknowledge their offence, and feek my
face: In their ffliction they will feek me early.”
See then that you open your ear to difcipline :
ftudy to anfwer God’s' call and expettation, and in
his flrength refolve to enter upon a ncw life,
‘¢ Surely'now it is meet to be faid unto God, I have
borne chaffifement. I will not offend any more.
That whiciT fee nét, teach thou me: If I haye
done iniquity, I willdo fo nb more,” Job, xxxiv. 3t,
32..© Now iis the feafon you thould fay  with
Yophraim, Hofea ‘xiv. 8. ““ What have I to do any
meore with'idols ?”

Having duly examined your felves, and fearched
out your fins; you ought to put a bill of divorce ir-
to each of their’hands. Dchberatcly refolve againft
all your fins, whether fecret, or open ; and efpecial-
1y refolve againft yous darling and beloyed fins,
-thefe fins of which do moft eafily befet you, Re.
folve alfo againit-all temptations to fin, and partic-

vlarly again{t the fnares of bad company, whereby
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you haye been formerly enticed ; fuy now with
Dayid, Pfal, cxix. rrs. “‘])an from me, ye evil
doers: For I will keep the commandments of my
God.”

You muft not only propofe to forfake all fin, but
alfo to mind every known duty: that you will
mwl\e' re igion your one thing needful : the pleafing
of € t‘le Chief bufinefs of your life; that sy /oa
will 1ct the Lord always before you, give him your
heart in all duties, aim at nearnefs deCO mmunion
~wita God in evely one of them; and {till prefs for-
ward to the full enjoyment of God in heaven
through eternity.

Refolve alfo, through grme that you will, ina
fpecial manner, mind fecret duti s, which the eyes
of men do not obiexvu, and thefe dities which con-
fcience doth moflt challenge you for negletting.
And you that are heads of families, refolye to make
more confcience of familv religion, of worfhipping
God' with your families, both 1 mommf: and even-
ing ; inflructing your children and {ervants in the
knowledge of (,hm‘( and recommending rehgloﬂ
and godlinefs to all round about you, whether rela-
tlons or {lrangers.

And if you would have your refolutions efeual,
fee that they be accom apan ied with adeep {enfe of
your in fufficiency to perform them 1in your own
ftrength., Bear always in mind the corruption and
deceitfulnefs of your own heart, and make all your
refolations in a humble dependence on the {uflicien-
¢y of Jefus Chrift your furéty.  Obferve the apo-
tle Paul’s advice to his fon Tm‘omy, 27T iy
¢ Be ftrong 'in the grace that is in jefuv Chrift.”> All
your ftock, Obeliever, isin his hand, {o that without
him you can do no:hmg; but, thro 1igh * Chrift
ftrengthening you, you are able to do all things.

e
<
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Direct. VL. Set your houfe inorder, by making our
latter-vills, andfeitling your domeflic andfecular affairs
while you have freedim and chpacily for doing it,

FTER the heart is fet in order, the next
A work is to fet your houfe in order, according
to God’s counfel to Hezekiah, Ifa. xxxviii. x. Itis
recorded of the patriarch Abraham, that he was
careful to fettle the affairs of his family before his
death, Gen. xxv. 5, 6. He difpofed of his eftate
to Ifadc, and legacies to the fons of his concubines.
It is too general a faule, that men delay and put off
making their wills, as they do their repentauce, to
the very laft, and fotoo frequently never make them
atall. Confider the evil of deferring or neglecting
this neceffary affuir : For if you, upon whom God
hath beftowed means, fhall die inteftate, your eftate
may defeend otherwife than you intended ; much of
it may be {pent in tedious and expenfive law-fuits:
fuch differences may fall out among relations, that
thould live in friendfhip and mutual affection, as
cannot be healed ; fome of them may be reduced to
extreme want, when a {inall legacy might have put
them in a way of living : And many fuch incon-
veniences may follow. Well then, if your negleét
fhould bring on thefe evils, and involve poflerity
into endlefs ftrifes and contentions ; may you not
juftly fear that the guilt thereof will purfue you into
another world, whofe wretched careleflnels was| the
occafion of all that mifchief?

Pray, what is the reafon that men put off this af-
fair ? Is it not, becavfe they do not incline to think
fo ferioufly on death, as this will occafion them to
do? Doth not this fmell of abominable earthly-
mindednefs, and fpeak as if a man defired all his
portion in this life, and cared not for a better ? and
that he is fo far from preparing for death, that he
cannot endure to think of it ? Alas that this worldly
difpofition fhould fo far prevail among us | But furely
there is no wife man will fay, that the putting oif
the thoughts of death will keep death at the greater
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diftance; for that preparing for death, and making
our wills, will briag on death the fooner.

It were furely beft to order our affairs timeoufly ;
yea, do it in time of health, rather than delay it un-
to a {ick bed, or a death-bed; for either you may
be fnatched off fuddenly, and have no time for it;
or you may be taken with fuch a diftemper as thall
feize your tongue, {fo as you cannot exprefs your
mind; or feize your underftanding, fo as you can-
not rationally difpofe your effes. And though
none of thefe thould happen, yet certainly it proves
a great difturbance to a dying man, to be cafting
up, ordering and fettling the affairs of his family,
when he fho ild be fecuring a heavenly manfion for
his {fw 1, and clearing up his evidences thereunto.
It is great wifdom to put this affair by hand; that
you may have as little to do with the world as may
be, and all occafions of diftrattion to your immortal
foul may be prevented, when i§isnear to its fiicting
into an eternal and unchangeable ftate.

Moreover, in fettling yonr fecular affairs, obferve
thefe following advices. 1. Makeyour wills cheer-
lally, and freely lay down whatever you enjoy,
when God calls you to it. Praife God that you
had thefe things while you needed them; and when
you have no longer ufe for them, leave them with-
out repining, to thefe that come after yon. Look
not back to Egypt, when you are upon your march
to Canaan.

2dly, See that you deal juftly, in providing for
your family, paying all your juft debts, and making
reflitution if you have wronged any. Abhor all de-
figns of defrauding any of your lawful creditors:
For, if your laft ac jhould be unjuft, you leave a blot
upon your name here; and fince you cannot repent
of this wickednels, it being among your laft deeds,
you expofe yourfelf to a fearful doo‘m in the world
whither you are going.

3dly, In fettling your eftates, f_‘e'e, that God and
good ufes to benot forgot nor lef@aut: When you
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are leaving the world, and can glorify God no long+
er here by your words or aétions, lee to honor the
Lord with your {fubftance, by leaving {ome part
thereof to a pious and charitable ufe. I know, it
is a work of charity to give for maintaining the
bodies of the poor; and efpecially the poor of God’s
people, who belong to his family; But it is much
more pious and charitable, to leave fomewhat for
propagating Chriftian knowledge in dark places, for
educating poor children to read the fcriptures, and
inftru&ting ignorant fouls in the knowledge of Jefus
Chrift. Itis much to be lamented, that {o many
rich men among us die, and leave nothing to fuch
pious ufes. The liberality of papifts on their death-
beds, may give a tharp challenge to many profelled
proteftants. O what a fhame it is to the profeflors
of the dorine of grace, that the falfe doétrines of
merit and purgatory fhould produce fo many dona-
tions and mortifications among the papifts, and the
faith of Chrift’s muft glorious gofpel fhould not do
the like among true believers ! Shall the proud con-
ceit of merit, and the imaginary fear of purgatory,
prompt men to do more this way, than the certain
perfuafion of the love of God in Chrift, and the
well grounded hopeof eternal life through the alone
merits of Jefus Chrift ? O what a reproach is this to
our holy religion !

4thly, It might bé much to the glory of God, and
good of fouls, that a great part of our teftaments
and latter wills fhould confift of folemn charges,
aud exortations and bleflings to our children, or

thofe to whom we bequeath any legacy; foas'

they can never open our teftaments, or look into
them, but they might hear fomething that may make
impreflions on their fouls, for their {piritual edifica-
tion, and for quickening them to the diligent prac-
tice of both family and perfonal godlincfs? v
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Containing fome particular DireGions to thofe
who are fharply affli®ed with Sicknefs and
long Trouble.

Direcr. L. Fuftify God in the greateft afflictions
which beful you. 3

HOUGH God fhould condemn you, fee that
you acquit him, and fay, he is righteous in all
his dealings. When the church was under the
heavieft diftrefs, fhe finds caufe to juftify Ged, Lam,
i. 18, ‘“The Lord is righteous, for 1 have rebell-
ed againft his commandment.” So doth godly
Nehemiah, Neh. ix. 33. “Howbeit thou art juft in
all that is brought upon us; for thou haft done
right, but we have done wickedly.” The fame doth
holy David acknowledge, Pfal. cxix. 75. ‘I know
O Lord, that thy judgments are right, and that in
faithfulnefs thou haft afflied me.””  Now, in order
to bring you to this agreeable frame, and to convince
you of the equity and juftice of God in his difpenfa-
tions, however heavy and long your difirefs be, I
fhall lay before you the following confiderations :
1/2, Confider the infinitely holy and righteous na-
ture of that God who fmiteth thee, Pfal. cxix’ 137.
¢ Righteous art thou, O Lord: and upright are thy
judgments.”” We prefume it of a righteous man,
that he will do righteous things ; and fhall we not
much more believe {o of a holy and righteous God?
We cannot be infalibly certain that a righteous
man will always do fo; for a righteous man may
leave his righteoufnefs, becaufe the creature is mu-
table: but God is immutably righteous; fo that we
may be confident of it, that the Judge of all the
earth will do right, for it is impoflible he can da
otherwife, Zech. iii. 5. “The juft Lord is in the
midit thereof, he will not do iniquity.” He will
not,hecannot ; for itis contrary to his nature,

L4
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2djy, Confider that God never brings on any afs

fidion without a caufe, 1 Cor. xi. 30. * For this
canfe many are fick.” He hath fill juft ground
for the heavieft aflii&ion, from thy fins and prove-
ations, and may always fay to thee, as to Ifrael,
Jer. it 1. 19. ** Hait thou not procured this unto
thyfelf, in that thou halt for{aken the Lorb thy God,
when he led thee by the way? Thine own wicked-
nefs hall correé thee, and thy back{lidings fhall re-
prove thee: know therefore, and fee, thatit is an
evil thing and bitter, that thou haft forfaken the
Lord.,” There is ftill ground enough for" afflic-
tion to be found in the beft of God’s people; and
therefore it is faid, Lam. iii. 33. . For he doth not
affii willingly, nor grieve the children®of men.”
No; itisour fins that oblige him to it. As Chrift
whipped the fellers of oxen and fheep, out of the
temple with a whip (as is generally thought) made
of their own cords: fo God never fcourgeth us but
with a ship made of our own fins, Prov. v. 22
¢ His own iniquities fhall take the wicked himfelf,
and he fhall be holden with the cords of his fins.” If
we confider the mighty God as a Lord difpenfing
grace, then we find he a&s fovereignly, and accord-
ing to his will and pleafure, Matth, xi. 26. ** Even
fo, Father, for {o it feemeth good in thy fight.”
But, if we confider him as a Judge difpenfing judg-
ments, he never doth it without a foregoing caufe on
the creatures’s part. God’s treafure of mercy is al-
ways full and ready to be let out to them that feek
it; but his treafure of wrath is empty till men fill it
up by their fins, Rom, ii. 16.  ** Thou treafureft up
to thyfelf wrath againft the day of wrath.” We
do always proyide fewel for ‘God’s wrath before it
kindle and break out upon us.
3dly, Confider fatrher thisinflance of God’s equi-
ty, that when there is a caufe given, God doth not
prefently take i, but continues to threaten oft, and
warn long, before he execute the fentence of his
word. He fends lefler ftrokes as warnings of great-

-
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er,if we repent not ; and he repeats his warnings
many times both by his word and providence, be-
fore he fmite. Yea, even when repeated warnings
are {lighted, he delays a long time; and waits to be
gracious, Ifa. 'xxx. 18. And whenman’s obftinacy
and incorrigiblenefs arrive to fuch a height, that he
can {pare no longer ; yet, how loth is he to give
them up to fevere judgments ! Hof. =xi. 8. ¢ How
thall T give thee up, Ephraim? How fhallI deliver
thee, Ifrael ? How fhallT make thee as Admah?
How fhall I f{et thee as Zeboim ? Mine hezit i
turned within me, my repentings are kindled togeth
er.” When the Lord hath finners in his' arms
ready to give them up to fevere judgments, yet he
makes a ftand, and would fain be prevented before
hie proceed to his firange work ; for fo' he calls his
ats of judgment, Ifa. xxviil. 21. A&s of mercy
are co-natural, moft agreeable and pleafant te God
Micah vii. 18. ¢ He delighteth in mercy: but
Jjudgment is his ftrange ac, and his ftrange work.
4thly, Confider, that when at laft he {fends ftrokes
on us, they are always fhort of the caufe; he ex-
ats not the whole debt that {inners own to his jul~
tice, as Ezradoth acknowledge, Ezra.ix. 13.¢ Thou
haft punifhed us lefs then our iniquities deferve.‘
The ftroke he there is {fpeaking of, was a moft heavy
Jjudgment ; fearful ruin and defolation came upon
Jerufalem, and the whole land of Judah ; the city and
temple were burnt to athes, the people carried cap-
tives to a {trange land, and treated as bond flaves
among the heathens; Yet, faith the holy man,
““Thou haft punifhed us lefs than our iniquities de-
ferve.* 4. d. It is true, we have been carried to
Babylon, but in juftice we might have been fent ‘to
hell : our houfes ware burnt, but our bodies might
have been burnt too: We have been drinking wa-
ter but we might have bee
have had grievous burdeng”o! but we leht
have been groaning in
from the temple, but we
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ly banithed from God’s prefence.”” We think it a
great favor among men, when any puinithment is
mitigated, when the f{entence of death is changed
into banifhment, or when banithment is turned into
a fine ; ora great fine is made fmaller : And will
you think that God deals feverely or rigorpuily
with you, when helays you on afick-bed, when he
might juftly have laid you in kell, and poured out
all his wrath upon you there ? You but tafte of the
brim of the cup, when God might caule you drink
of the bottom and dregs thereof. :
Have you not caufe then to acknowledge God’s
juftice, nay, even his mercy too, in his dealings with
you, however rongh they feem to be? May you not,
with good reafon fay, any thing lefs than hell is a
mercy to fuch an ill-deferving creature as I am?
if even a hard-hearted Pharaoh, under diftrefs, came
the length to own the juftice of God, Exod. ix. 27.
¢ 1 have finned ; the Lordis rightous 2>’ fhall any
prefeffed Chriftian fall fhort of that obftinate Egyptes
n ? :
girect. 1L Labor flill tobe fenfible of God’shand under
Feavy affiiction, andbeware offlupidity and uncon-
cernednefs under it.
T ica fin to faint under Lheavy affliction, but itis
a duty to feelit, Heb. xii. 5. ‘" My fon, def-
pife not thou the chaftening of the Lord, nor faint
when thou art rebuked of him.* The Apoitle
there doth caution againft two extremes which
every Chriftian under the rod fhould be careful to
avoid, r. Delpifing or making light of afflition.
2. Sinking or des{fponding upon afflition. We are
in great hazard of running into the one or the other.
As to the firft, We may be faid to difgife the chaft-
ening of the Lord when we do not obferve God’s

hand in W as to reform the things
whereby he was 'd1 : Or when we refolve to

a.bide the trial, by the ftzength of our own refolu-
ﬂon.:md ftout-heartednefs, without looking to God

~4d . g .
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for fupporting grace : Or, when we tvra flupid and
infenfible under . the heavy and long continued rod.
This defpifing and {flighting of the rod, is not pa-
tience, but ﬂupidity; It is not Chriftain magranimi-
ty, but a floeial temper of mind, moft finful and
provoumw ‘to God. 'We fee how ar

1 i
=1

- {inners when his ftrokes are not %-1‘-.. 24,

¢ Te hath povred upon h:m the frry of i is anger ;

and it hath fet him on fire round about,  yet he knew

uot and it hath burred- him; yet Le laid it not to
cars.” Jer. v. 3. * Thou hatt firicken th mj bt
thcy have not grieved : Thou haft confumed them,
but they have refufed to wcelve corretion ; They
have made their flcea harder than @ rock, they have
refufed to return.”” There is h:tl hopesof a !c‘lol T
minding his leffon, that is regardlefs of whipping.
Itisa dreadful ﬁo.1 to be like Pha raoh, {leepingin
our fins. when God is thunderin ng: in his wrath, He
that will fleep when his houfe is on fire, or lie fiill
inbed, as ifhe was not concerned, may alfuredly
expe& to be confumed in its Sames. As \)’W.('
could not bear it, when the meflengers, he fent to the
Ammonites out of good will, were affronted pud
defplfed neither will God eadure it, when'the

meifengers he fends to fianers are flighted ; for he

that ﬂ:gnts a meflenger, affronts vis matter. 7 hofe

who make light of 1‘u.:‘tion make Light of G¢d that
fends it, and make light of {in that t procures it

W ueft. But, when is it t‘l'upeo“f are
concerned under a heavy rod ? ‘n/'u’ /
fee God’s hand, fear God’s voice, anfwer hiz
are curious to know his mind, defirous to do theie
things he requires, and reform thefe things he is dif-
p! e'lierl with,

Remember, every afflition is a mefenger fron
God, and deferves a hearing from you. It comes
to thee with fuch a meffage s Ehud did not Eglon,
Judges iii. 20. ‘¢ 1 haxc an errand: from Ged. to
thee, O king. :”I have a mellage from God to thee,
O Chriftain, §) finner, \VLll, lend an ear; and

E 2
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kearken with reverence and attention to this.er-
rand; fay; ** Speak, Lord, for thy fervant heareth,
what wouldft thou have me to do?” Belieye it
that God {peaks as really to you by his rod, as by
his word; therefore he fays, ¢ Hear ye the rod.”
God fpake as truly by his ten plagues to Egypt, as
Keé did by his ten precepts to Ifracl. And if the
calm voice of the word were more regarded, we
fiould hear lefs of the rough voice of the rod, As
Gideon took briers and thorns of the wildernefs,
and with them taught the men of Succoth, who
would not be taught by fairer means, Judges viii.
16. fo God takes the fharp prickles of fore afflic-
tions, to teach you his ftatutes, when you will
rot be tanght by fofter methods.  Beware then of
grieving God’s Spirit, by turning ftupid and infenfi='
ble under fharp or long continued trials: But, the
more pains God is at with you by his rod, hearken
the more carefully to his voice; and labor to make
the greater proficency in the fchool of afflition,
where he thinks fit to continue you; that fo you
may inherit that blefling, Pfal. xciv. r2. ¢ Blefled
is the man whom thou chafteneft, O Lord, and
teacheft him out of thy law.”

Birrcr. L. Beware of mifconfruéting God’s dzal-
ings towards you, end of charging bim fooliftly.

K 7 I are apt to believe Satan’s fuggeitions un-
% der heavy trials, and to entertain wrong,
thoughts of God and his difpentations. Now, thefe
you ought to grard againft: as, for inctance, /2,
Beware of harbouring atheiftical thoughts, as if there
were no Providence, no wife Governor of this lower
world, ro diftinction betwixt the good and bad;
and that it is to no purpole to be religious, like thefe
mentioned in Mal. 1ii. 14. * Ye have faid, itis vain
io ferve God: and what profit is it, that we have
kept his ordinances, and walked mournfully before
the Lord of Hofts]” Yea, even the Pfalmift, when
lie begins to compare his own fharp trials with the
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wicked’s eafe and profperity, is tempted to think all
religion in vain, and fay, Pfal. Ixxiii, r3. ‘14
¢“ Verily T have cleanfed my heartin vain, and wath-
ed my hands in innocency. For all the day long
have I been plagued, and chaftened every mern-
ing.” But thefe are nothing but the hellith fuggef-
tions of Satan, that irreconcileable enemy of God,
and precious fouls, againft which we fhould clofely
ftop our ears.

2dly, Beware of charging God in, youn hearts
with rigor- or injuftice 1n his dealing, like thefe,
Ezek. xviil. 25 Yet ye fay, the way of tic Lerd is
not equal. How highly upjuft and injurous, are
fuch thoughts to him, who is the judge ofail the
earth, and cannot do but right !

< 3dly, Beware of thinking that heavy aflliction do
always fpeak wrath in God againft thee : No, fome-
times they fpeak forth love, and God may carry-
ing on alove-defign thereby tothy foul, viz. to fib-
due thy firong lufts, and draw thee rearcr vnto
himf{ell. As for thefesvho think that the fmarting rod
and divine love cannot dwell together, let them read
that paffage, Heb. xii. 5,6. ** And ye have for-
gotten the exhortation which fpeaketh unto you as
unto children, My fon, defpife not thou the chaften-
ing of the Lord; nor faint when thou art rebuked
of him. For whom the Lordloveth, he chafteneth
and fcourgeth every fon whom he receiveth.”

4ttly, Beware of defponding and difteftful
thovghts of God, under fharp afllictions. Some are
ready to raife the foundation. quit their intereft in
God, and the promifes. and caft' away their hope
and confidence, faying with Gideon, Judgesvi, ix.
Ohbmy Lord. if the Lardbe with us, whythen isallthss
evil befallen us 2 So David was ready to draw a hafty
conclufion, Phl xxxi. 22. I faid in my Lafte, T
am cutoff frome before thine eyes. But this was the ef-
fe@ of unbelief ; for ke that believeth, will not make
hafte. g

E 3
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Direcr. IV. under fore trouble and (x’é/]nfr labor *®

1y exercife a flrong and lively faith.

T was a noble and heroic refolution in that Loly
man Job, underhis fingular trials, Job iil. 1z,
ghheflayme,yet will Ftruffinkim. ¢, d Letmy
firokes be never fo f{ore and heavy, yet I will not let
go my grips of his word and promifes ; I will not
vaife thefe foundations of my hope.” Tt was the
way the Plalmift kept himfelf from finking under
bis heavy burdens, Plal. xxviil, 13, [ tad rainted
vnlefs I hadbelicvediofze the goodnefs, of the Lord, inthe
{and of the living, Confider but a little, the noble
influence that faith hath to ftrengthen and fupport
the foul under fore trials.

1/?, Faith grips to the great gofrel promife of
falvation in and through Jefus Chrift, and fo fecures
the foul’s main intereft through  eterity; ‘which
may jnake the foul eafy in every lot.

2dly, Faith yiews God in Chrift, #: thehelminthe
greateft ftorm, and foit endures, as feeing him who is
snutlihle; sHeb,! xi, 27. ¢

3dly, Faith cafts the foul’s ancher vpon the Rock
of Ages, and ftays itfelf on God, and the faithfal
promifes ; whereby the foul is eafed and ditburden-
ed of its fears and melancholy apprehenfions, Pfal
Baoo. 1(a. "], 10. iy

4thly, Faith Lrings new firength and auvxiliary
fupplies of grace from heaven, when the former fup-
ply is exhaufted and {pent; whereof David had the
fweet experience, Pfal. xxvii. 13. As God doth
plant and actuate grace in the foul, fo he is pleafed
to come in with {eafonable fupplies and" reinforce-
ments to the weak and decayed graces of his people,
anfwerable to their prefent exigencies and preffures ;
And thus he doth from time to time feed the be-
liever’s lamp with frefh oil, give in more faich,
more love, more hope, and more defires ; and

&
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d

thereby he gives power to the faint, and ftrengthens .

the things which remain, when ready to die,
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5tHly, Faith keeps the foul from finking under
heavy trials, by bringing in former experiences of
the power, mercy and faithfulnels of God to the af-
flicted Oul: Hereby was the Pfalmift fupported in
diftrefs, Pfal. xiii. 6. Pfali lxxxvii. 4. O, faith
faith, remember what God hath done both for thy
ozitward and inward man; he hath not only deliv-
eved, thy body when in trouble, but he hath done
great things for thy foul; he hath brought thee out
of a {tate of Llack nature, entered-into a covenant-
relation with thee; and made his gooduefs pafs be-
fore thee; he hath helped thee to pray, and many
times hath heard thy prayers and thy tears. Hath
he not formerly brought thee out of the horrible
pityand out of the miry clay, and put a new fong
in thy mouth, and made thee to refolve never to
give way to fuch unbelieving doubts and fears - a-
gain? And how unbecoming is it for thee now to
ink in trouble ?

6¢4/y, Faith {upports the foul, by giving it a pleaf-
ant view and proipect of a happy outgate from all
trouble ; when it ihall be admicted to fee and dwell
with Chrilt hereafter. Thus was Job fupported in
his greatelt diftrefs, Job. xix. 25, 2825 < ol
know thac my Redeemer liveth; and that he fhall
ftand at the latter day upon the earth.—Whom I
fhall fee for myfelf, and mine eyes fhall behold,”
&ec. A believing view of the foul’s meeting with
its Redeemer, and receiving a crown of glory from
him at lait, is an excellent {upport to a Chriftian un.
der. the heavieft aftii®ion;and fo was it to Paul,
2 Tim, iv. 7, 8.

714y, Faith gives great fupport, by the encourag-
ing réprefentations it makes of Chrift, and of his
prefent concern for the believer while under aftlic-
“tion. As for inftance, 12, Faith reprefents Chrift to
a believer under trials, as fympathizing wi.th hup
under his diftrefs, feeling his pain, hearing his
groans, bearing his burdens, and ready to releive
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" him in his own appointed time, which it well be-
cometh him to wait for.

2dly, Faith reprefents Chrift as putting, his al-
mighty arm under the believer’s head, and convey-
ing invifible ftrength to fapport and:hold him up
under his greateit preflures.

3dly, Faith reprefents Chrift as pleading thé af-
flicted believer’s caufe with God, and anfwering all
the charges of the law, the challenges of confcience,
and accufations of Satan againft him.

4ihly, Faith reprefents Chrift as ftanding by the
furnace as a refiner where his gold is melting;
carefully overfecing the trials of his people, that
they may work for their good; and ready to bring
them out thereof, when they are {ufficiently purified
from their drofs. :

5thly, Taith reprefents Chrift as finiling on his
people under the crofs, whifpering peace into their
ear, and faying, Well done good and frithful [zrvant. g

Direct. V. Labour to bear with patience whatever
boad of rrouble the Lord appoints for you.
E will perhaps obferve fome who are
ftrangers to religion contentedly endvring
very painful evils; and this they may do by virtue
of a natural hardnefs and refolution which {fome are
endowed with, or upon the account arguments
furnithed by human prudence: This is only pa-
tience as a moral virtue, which fome attain to. But
it is patience as a {pirirual grace, or a fruit of the
Spirit, which we muft aim at under our trialss that
we may hear them contentedly from divine princi-
ples, to divine ends. Now this grace of patience we
muft earneftly beg from God under heavy afflic-
tions, for it is only he that muft work it in vs; and .
therefore he is called the God of patience, Rom. xv.
5. And ia order to your attaining of this grace, T
fhall lay before you the following confiderations,
which may be vfcfal, through the Lord’s blefling,
for that end. |’
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/2, Confider the patience of our Lord Jefus
Chrift under fufferings inexpreflibly greater than
yours. When it pleafed the Lord to bruife him,
and put him to grief; how patiently did he bear all?
according to that remarkable word, Ifa. liii. 7.
¢ He was opprefled, and he was affliGted, yet he
opened not his mouth; he is brought as a lamb to
the flaughter, and as a fheep before her fhearers is
dumb, fo he opened not his mouth.”  Now, Chrift
fuifered as an example of patience, though it was not
his chief end; and furely all the members of the
body fhould ftudy to imitate the head in patience.
Did your bleffed Saviour patiently endure fuch ago-
nies and preflures of wrath for you; and, will you
decline to undergo fome thort pains or ficknefs in
obedience to his commands?

2dly, Confider God’s fovereignty over you. . He

is the great Potter, and you are his clay: and why
may he not do'with you as he pleafeth? If your
_children offend you, you fcourge them, and perhaps
doit fometimes without reafon; yethow ill doyou
take it when they refufe to fubmit? How will you
drive aud {pur your horfes under you, and may be
fometimes unreafonably ? Yet they bear-all quietly,
and make no refiftance. Shall they take blows from
their malter; and will not you from™ your Maker,
that has far more power over you? If any challenge
you for cruélty to your children or beafts, you take
it not well, becaufe you think you may do what
yon will with your own, and no pgan hath a right
to quarrel with you: But hath ;g: God a greater
property in you than you ‘in your children or
cattle And, willyou,not patiently fubmit to your wife,
and abfolite Sovereign !

3dly, Confider th y fins as the meritorious caufe of
all thy atthi&ions, ho wever heavy they be. If thou haft
right thoughts of thy fins, and the aggravations
thereof, thy mind may be compofed to a patient
fubmifiion to God’s hand: If{in be heavy on thee

!

all thy afflickions will be light.,  Luther gives this as
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a reafon why he flighted the rage of the pope and
emperor, and all his outward troubles: They are
all little to me, becaufe fin is fo weighty on me.
Hence it was that Paul complained not at all of his
fufferings, for as great as they were: but he cried
out much of his fins, Rom. vii. 24. O wretched man
that I am, who fhall deliver me from the body of this
death ! Senfe of fin doth fwallow up the fenfe of af-
flition, as the ocean doth little brooks. For, with
whom thouldft thou qnarrel, but thyfelf, when thou
bringeft troubles on thyfelf? This confideration
thould bring thee to refolve and fay with the proph-
et, Micahvii. 9. [ will bear the indignation of the
Lord, becaufe I have finned againft him.

4thly, Confider, how fharp foever the pzins are,
you are called to bear, yet they fall infimtely thort
of what you have juilly deferved at God’s hands,
It is of his infinite mercy that death and everlafiing
deftru@ion have not been your portion long fince;
and that you are not now roaring vnder the extrem-
ity of his indignation in the bottomlefs pit, together
with ‘the devil and his angels. And confequent-
ly, whatfoever falls fhort of this, is truly a great
mercy; and is fo far from being ground of quarrel-
ling, that the greateftfufferer oa this fide hell, hath
Jjuft caufe, to admire God’s clemency in dealing more
favorably with him than he hath deferved.

5thly, Compare thy cafe with others that have
been, or prefently are in diftrefs. Do not fay there
is none {o hardW dealt with as thou art: for thou
knoweft not the aflition of others. Confider duly the
trials of that eminent faint Job, in all the circum-
flances thereof, and fee if you can fay that your
forrow is near fo grtat as his forrow was. Again,
compare your cafe with that of the damned in hell,
who lie and fry in endlefs and caflefs fames, fo

that they have 1o reft day nor night, but the fmoke "

of their torment afcends for ever: And think what
a blefling itis, that you are yetina flaze of falvation,
and not delivered over to thefe everlafingy Burnings,
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which were the due demerits of your fins, and to
which you might long ago havc Leen juftly con-
demned, had it not been fur the patience and long-
fuffering of Almiphty Ged, who waitethto be
gracious to guilty Linsiers.  'When you confider thefe
things, inftead of being diffatisfied with the.divine
difpenfations. yon have caufe to bles God, that
matters are not worfe with you; and that you are
Kept out of hell to this day, where thoufands; no
niore guilty than you,are prefently roaring in end-
lefs defperation.

Unto thefe confiderationsI fhall fubjoin fome few
Lelps or advices, in order to the attaining of pa-
tience under fore troubles. 1.Labour to get pardon
of fin and peace with God, fecured to thy foul,
and this will enable you to bear the heavieft crofs
with patience: . Hence it was that Luther cried,
¢ Smite, Lord, asthoun wilt, I take allin good part,
feeing my fins are pardoned: O ! pardon of fin is
the crowning blefling, ~therefore will I bear any
thing, I will fwallow up quarrelling into admiring;
I will welcome the pruning knife, {eeing there is no
fear of the bloody ax to fell me down,”

2. Labour to fee God’shand in thy affli&tion. Do
not, like the dog, fnarl at the flone, but lookup to
the hand that throws it. And furely a view ofthe
hand of a holy God, may ferve to calm all the boif-
terous waves of thy corruption; fo did it with Da-
vid, Plal. xxxix. 9. I was dumb, I opened not my
mouth, becaufe thou didft it, When he looked tothe

- inftruments and fecond caufes of his afflittions, his
heart waxeft hot, and the fire of his inward paffion
began to burn and break out; but when he once
_efpied God’s hand and feal to the warrant for his
corredtion, he became filent, and patiently fubmitted
to the divine will.

3. Get a humble and felf-denial frame of fpirit,
that you may have low thoughts of yourfelves, and
of all youratainments whatfomever., A proud
man cannot think of fubmitting tothe divine will,
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but will break before he bow. Hence wefet a vaft
diffirence betwixt a proud Pharaoh, and an humble
Eli, under the rod: The one fays, /70 is the Lord,
that Ifhould obey him ? But the other faith. /775 the
Lord,let him do what feemeth him good.

4. Get loveto Jefus Chrift. Loveis an enduring
principle, 1 Cor. xiii. 7. Itendureth all things, It
makes the foul, like the kindly child,draw nearer to
Chrift, the more it is beaten.

5. Interpret God’s ways and dealings with you
always in the beft fenfe. And,/af!ly, Be earneitin
prayer, that God may conquer your rebellious will,
and fubdue thofe mutinous rifings of heart within
you againt himfelf.

Direct. VI. Beware of envying wicked men, when
you fee them in health and profperity, :

HE Pfalmift, when he was chafteried every

morning and in great adverfity, was liable
tothis evil, Pfal. Ixxiii, 3. -7 was envious at the fool-
ifb, when I faw the profperiiy of the wicked. Corrupt
nature doth ftrongly incline usto this finful difpofi-
tion, efpecially in the day of fore affliction ; for t/e
[pirit that dwelleth in us, lufleth to envy, Jamesiv. 5.
But, did we rightly confider the ftateof wic ked men,
we would fee greater ground to pity than envy them
in the moft profperous condition ; Why ? The proj-
perityof thefolls fball deflroy them,Proy.i. 32, Tt makes
them forget God, and turn hardened and fecurein
fin, which haftens their ruin. Who would envy a-
malefactor’s going upa high ladder, and being
mounted above the reft of the people, when it is on.
ly for a little, and in order to his being turned over
and hanged? This is juft the caufe of wicked men,
who are mounted up high in profperity ¢ for it is fo,
only that they may be caft down deeper into de-
ftruétion. Obferve that word, Pfal. xxxvii. 1, 2.
¢ Fretnot thyfelf becaufe of evil-doers, neither be
thou envious againft thofe that work iniquity : For
they fhall foon be cut down like grals.” &c, And
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that word, Pfalm xcii. 7. ““When the wieked {pring
as the gmfs, and when all the workers of lmqmt\
do flourifh, it is thatthey thall bedeftroyed for ever.
It would be a bratith thing to envy aa ox his high
and fiveet Pafture, when he is only thereby fitted to
the day of ﬂaughter “Who would haveenvied the
beafts of old, the garland and ribbons with whigh
the heathen adored them when they went 'to be fac-
rificed ? Thele external ornainents of health, wealth,
pleafures and prefehnents, vherewith wicked men,
are.endowed, cannet make their flate happy, nor
change their natures to the better. Whatever ap-
pearance thefe things make in the eyesof the ‘world,
they are but like a noifom dungluil covered wich
fearlet, as vile and loathifome in God’s fight as ever.
How quickly is the beauty of earthly things blafled »
The riumphing of the wicked is fhort, Job 5. 3.
Tl 2y live in pleafures on the carthyifor a while; bm
God fets themin flippery places, from whence they
{foon flide into perpetual pain and anguifh. They
have a fhort time of mirth, but they fhall have an
eternity of mourning. The longer their . profperity
is, 'their fins are the'greater, and their fuffermpq
will be'more ‘grievous., But, O believer, it is in
mercy to thee, that God doth hedge up thy way
with thorns, that thou mayeft not find thy . paths;
whilft he turns the wicked loofe, and fuffers them to
Atray and wander whither they will, to their eternal
ruin.  God takes this method with thee; to make
you meet for an inheritanice, and prepare you fora
crown of glory; but he takes a contrary way with
the wicked, to.fit them for deftru@ion; Therefore
.you ought ‘ot to' be fretful under his hand, but
thankful. We read of ‘queen Elizabeth, vhent ' fhe
wwas in prifon, how fhe envied the poor mitkmaid flie
faw pafling by and would have thoughther felf
happy to have been in her condition: but'had:thac
afflicted princefs known the glorious reign:of forty.
four years the was {oonto enter upon, the would not:
have repined at the happm;is of fo meana perfon .
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But, < affli®ed believer, it is not a glorious reign
for a fet number of years, thacis provided for thee ;
it is even a reign with glorious Chrift thy Redeemer
for ever and ever: And, haft thou any ground tobe
difcontented or envious?

Direcr. VIL guard againft repining complaints and
difcontented murmurings againfl the providence of
God, under heavy ficknefs and affliction.

E fee, the murmurers and complainers are

clafled with thefe that walk after their own
lufts, Judge ver. 16. Iknow, the people of Godare
liable to murmuring and impatience alfo under af,
flition; but there is a great difference betwixt them
and the wicked. I’ll have occafion to {peak of be-
lievers, murmurings afterwards, when I come to
fpeak of their cafe in particular; but hear 1 fhall
handle the fin of murmuring in general, and as it
appeats' mainly in the unregenerate, under heavy
atflicion.

This fin of murmuring is the froth of impatience
and fcum of difcontent; 1t is firft cherithed by re-
pining thoughts, and then vented by unfuitable com-
plaintsand expoftulations, taxing the adminifiration
of providence, as if God dealt too hardly with us,
Our very thouvghts are andable with God, yea, as
loud in his ears, as words are in ours; but itis yet
worfe, when reping thoughts are not crufhed, but
{uffered to break. out into words tending to the dif-
honor of God. ;

Quefl. But, it is'altogether unlawful to complain
of afflition, whatever be our cafe?

Anfw. Humble complaints are not murmurings,
nor {infu] in themfelves; otherwife there would be
no room for prayer, and for {preading out our dif-
trefled cafe before the Lord. * We find God’s chil-
dren making complaints in affli¢tion; but then they
do not complain of God, but to God, with a hum-
ble inquiry into the caufe and meaning of his dif-
penfations, and laying allthe blame upon themfelves
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as did Job, chap. x. 1, 2. I will leave my com-
plaint upon myfelf; I will fpeak in the bitternefs of
my foul, I will fay unto God do not condemn me :
fhew me wherefore thon contendelt with me.”
Thus the bleffed Son of God himfelf did, in his dif-
trefs, when he cried, My God. my God, why Laft thou
forfaken me ¢ But there we may obferve, he com-
plains  to God, not of God; he hath not a hard
word or thought of God, but expreifeth a holy con-
fidence in God, Ay God, my God: he hath twa
words of faith for one word of fear, he humbly in-
quires into the caufe of the difpenfation, and defire
to bring up his will to God, not that God thould
bring down his will to him: If it e poffible, {fayshe,
let thiscup pafs ; however,glorify thy name, provide
for thy own glory, and do with” me what thou
pleafeft. In this matter our Lord doth fet himfelf
as an example of patience to us, teaching us to be-
ware of Impatient murmuring and quarrelling with
God’s providence in' our aflition ; which many
times we are guilty of, either when we harbounr harih
thonghts of God’s dealings, or. break forth into rath
and unadvifed fpeeches; when we charge Ced
foolithly, and complain. either of too much f{everity,
as Ezek. xviii. 25 25. or too long delay,as 1la.
xlix. r4. or when our complaints are mixed with
unbelief and diftruft, as Pfal. lxxviii, 19, eewhen we
complain more of our punifhment than we do of
our fin, and nothing will fatisfy us but deliverance
from trouble.

Now, to. deter you from thefe murmurings and
complaints in trouble, I fhall lay before you thefol-
lowing confiderations : 1ft, They who deferve worft
do commonly complain and murmer moft, and are
moft ready to think they are hardly dealt with.
The vnthanktul Ifraclites were ftill murmnuring.
Ambitious Abfalom was difcontented.  Bloody
Haman, in midft of all his greatnefs, cries out
What doth:all this avail me ? But humble Jacob faith
he was not worthy of the lealtof 2ll the mergies and

I 2
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truth which: God had fhewed him. And holyJol
blefles God, and patiently {ubmits, when he tock
fromKim, as well as when he gave him,
2dly, Murmuring is a{in that Ged takes {pecial
rotice of, ‘and looks jon asan injury and affront
dope immediately againft himfelf, Numb, xiv. 27,
¢ Thave heard the murmurings -of the childrenof
Hrael, which, they aurmur againft me.”  He that
\gives ear to the‘?pg‘g_‘of his own fpirit, doth alfo
hear the grumblihgs' of thine, and will reckon with
thee for them. & Biny s
3dly, It cannot no wifebenefit or relieveusin dif-:
trefs. Tmay fay of {inful complaining, (as Chrift
of finful care) Which .of you, by complaining, can
add one cubit to Lis. flature? - What eafe or relicf
can you get by contending with God? /Nay, in-
flead of eafing ‘you of your "burdeny it will make it
the heavier ; as a child the more he #lruggles with
his ' parents, heis the more beaten, The Ifraelites
were.once within eleven days journey of Canraan ;
but by “their murmugings, they. proyoked God to
lead them forty yearsmarch inthe wildernef before
t¥ey corld reachatl
4thy, Whatever be your diftrefs, there isno' juft
ground for complaints, whilft thon haft thy life for
ay prey. Remember that word of the afflited
church, $am, iili39. *“ Wherefore doth aliving
man complain, a man for the,punifhiment of his
fins I A nun living, a man uponthe earth. a man
out of hell hath no canfe to complain, whatever be
his afflition. - For, " let him compares his {in and
punifhment together, he will find there is no pro-
portion ;" fin is a' tranfgreflion againft the infinite
God; puni/hment is butan aflliction upon the finite
creature : fin' firikes at the very being of God ;' but
punifhinent only at the'comfort of the creature. 480
that whatever your punifhmen: be, you have more
caufe to give thanks than to complain j and to fay
with Ezra, Thou hafl puni/bed us lefsthan dur iniquities
deferve. It might have been a thoufand times worfe,
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if firi@ juftice had been the rule: It is of the Lord’s
mercies we are not confumed.

sthly, When you murmur under ficknefs, you
quarrel with the meffenger of that fovereign God,
who gave you your lives, and can take them again
when he thinks fit; and we know meflengers onght
not to be maltreated or abufed, whatever be their
commiflion, and far lefs when they are fent upon a
good defign. Now, if you confider the defign of
this meflenger and his errand to you, inftead “of
fretting and quarrelling at his comeing, you ought
rather to blefs God that fends fucha fuitable har-
binger and forerunner to tell you that death is ap-
proaching, and that he vouchfafes to take fo much
painis on you, to wean you from the world, and make
you willing to be gone, by long continued trouble;
when he migh have feized you in a violent man-
ner, and driven you away by main force, without
ufing any means to obtain your confent. - Have not
many, who were moft unwilling to die, at the be-
ginning of a ficknefs, been brought, by the increafe
and continuance of it, to be well fatisfied to leave
the world, and long to be with Chrift? And was
not this for their advantage? ~

6t4ly, Confider the great evil and finfulnefs of
impatient murmurings, complaints and quarrellings
under afflicton. :

1* Murmuring hath in it much unbelief and dif-
truft of God, Pfal. cvi. 24,25. They belicved not his
word, but murmured in their tents. "They could not
believe that the wildernefs was the way to Canaan,
that God would provide and furnifh a table for them
there, and relieve them in all their firaits; So it is
with us in trouble, we quarrel with God’s provi-
dence, becaufe we do not believe his promifes; we
do not believ€ that this can confiftent with love,
or can work for good in the end.

2 It hath in it unthankfulnefs. While we com-
plain of one afilittion, we overlook a thoufand
mercies, 1The Ifraclites murmured fo for what they

F3
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unth rot all they had.
kil perfon i r from frecting
h pot oive him' e things that'he

fhodld give him any thing, Lam
1 of all thy mereies, faid Jacob, Heiare
wl, buf not indzfpair: we haveGod
vhich is' matter of pruife. . But the mur-
1ankfully overlooks all his prefent, and
his former mercies ; and gives not God
* any  thing. Becaufe "God ‘gemayes his
health, firength and eafé for a time;
irs hie formerly enjoyed them, ‘thotigh thoft
Iy, .are quite buried in obiiyigh, . =
: implies jnuch pride and {elf-conceitsy He
that complaine of God’s dealings, fecretly applatids
‘his own defervings. - Oulysby pride comes contention.
When men have a conegitof themfelves, they pick
quv.rrels'\ ;ith God’s providence, hi'mg apt to think
they deferve better treatmentut histhands: Where-
as the humble foul is fenfible he defcrves nothing
“but wrath, and thercfore lays his hand on his mouth
when the Lord aflits him. S
4. It involves men into rebellion againft God.
When God ftrikes men for f{in, murmurs fly ia his
face, and kick againft his ftrokes, like bullocks un-
accnftomed to the yoke. They in fome refpect re-
femble that defperate apoftate Julian, of whomiit is
writtef, that Lie fhot up his darts againft heayen,
when: he was in diftrels. They falfil that word,
}a’r{m xix. 3. T#he foolifhnefs of man ])relvertft/) his way,
and fis hear? frettcth againfl the Lord. The repining
“heart Dells with rage againft God and his difpenfa-
“tiops, like thefe ‘wicked Jews when hungry. and
“hardly beftead, Ifa. viii. 2x  They fball fret ‘them-
Jelves, pndcurfe their king and their God, and look tip
SRR e LI e ; .
5. It imporgs much impenitency and. unhunibléd-
“nels for fin ;. and that we have fecn little 'of the in-
“trinfic.evil of fin; ‘and of ‘our ill‘defi i"vin-gs for it.”
“Can we truly believe that our fins defetve hell-fire,
B A “
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and yet impatiently ‘repine ‘at ficknefs and leffer
ftrokes ypon our bodieg ? :

6. Tt imeludes much atheifm and blafphemy a-
‘vainft '‘God, -and' has infinite Pperfedtions in feveral
refpetts ¢

(2) "By onr. impatient murmurings, ‘we ‘either
virtually deny that things here beloware governed
by God’s providence ; ¢r elfe.

+ " (2.) We tax his providence withunrightecufnefs
in the managements thereof; as if God did with-

‘hold from us what is due, or infli& on us what we

“hive not deferved, " Oh owhat atheifm isthis ! fhall
not the = Judge of all ;:t‘hg"earth do right ? May he
net, upon thie julteft grownd, anfwer every murmur,
as Matth. xx. 13, Friend, doghee no wrong?

W (2) We iniefe® grafp at the foveriegaty, and.
ufurp the throne of the moft high God,and woald
have the difpofal of things' ‘in our hands ; yea, we
prefume to fummon . God to ounbar togive account
of his adminiftration, when we take upon.us to

“quarrel any of his' difpenfations.  Alas, we little
remember the wo that is pronounced :againft (o

“doing, Ia, xlv. g. ‘“Wo unto him that ftrivech

“with his Maker ; fhall the clayfay to him thatfath-
ioneth it; What makeft thou? or thy work, He
hath no hands'?”

(4/) We on the matter take fin’s part againft
God ; we either juftify it, or extenuate its evil,
“and alledge, but our murmurings, that God is un-
 righteous o 'punith fuch fmall f{ins with fuch heavy
aftlictions.

« (5.) We virtually quefiion God’s.power to reach

“usa greater blow, when we enter the lifts with
God, and contend with our Maker ; is it notin ef-

“f6ct o fay,we know: how to reduce him to our terms,
or make our party good againit him.

1 (6.) We difparage his wifdom, and take upon us

"to be his counfeliors,as if we could inftrut him bet-
ter in the management of affairs; and teach him

what is fit to be done with his creatures, Hear

~eal
\

;
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what the I.ord faith, Job xi.2. Shall he that con-
tendeth with the Abmighty, inftru€ bim ? He that
reptoveth God, let him anfwer it.” Murmuring is
a reproving of God, and acharging him with ill
condudt, faying, in effe&, with Abfalom. * There is
none that takes care to order men’s affairs: O that
I were king of the world ! then fhould things be
better ordered than they now are,” So blafphe-
mous is the language of our impatient murmurings.
Let us therefore be afhamed of them, and abhor
ourfelyes in duft and athes for our foolithnefs in cen-
furing the a&ions of the only ‘wife God.—Shall a
poor ignorant paflenger, that underftands not the
ufe of the compafs, be angry that the fkiiful piloc
will not fteer the veflel according to his pleafure ?

(7.) We hereby flight and undervalue the riches
of divine goodnefs, of which we have formerly
thared,and I do ftill partake : Like foolifh and pettiih
children, if they cannot have their will, or get
fome things they want, do prefently throw away
the things which they have.{aying with unthankful
Haman, A/l this availeth me nothing.

Laftly, 1 might add, This fin hath {ome refem-
blance to hell itfelf; for there the damned do con-
tinually vex and torment themfelves with their fret-
ting and impatient thoughts, which caufe them to
break out in fearful rage and blafphemy againft
God. ;

Queft. But how fhall we prevent fuch difeontent-
ed murmurings! for fometimes trouble isfo great,
we cannot bear it patiently.

Anfw. God hath given you reafon,to bear rule
over paflion, and furnifhed you with firong argu-
ments to prevail againft difcontents Why then
fhovld you be fo brutith as to dethrone reafon, and
fuffer fenfe and paflion to govern inyou? Are you
not Chriflians, and fworn to live according to the
rules of that excellent religion? Why then do you
act {o contrary to your profeffion and engagements?

1
:
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" +Befides what 1 have already faid, I fhall add fome
few remedies more for the cure of this murmuring
diftemper.

1/t Look on thy murmurings as worfe than all
thy pains and troubles . whatfoever ; thofe are but
afllictions from God, but thefe are {ins grevious and
provoking unto God, g

. 2dly, Remember the jndgments which murmus-
ing hath brought down trom heaven vpon finuers:
Miriam was finitten with leprofy. for,it; Dathan
and Abiram were f{wallowed .up alive: fiery fer-
pents, plagues, and exclufion from Canaan, were
Ifrael’s jndgments for this fin, 1 Cor. x. ro. ** Nei-
ther murmur ye, as fomé of -them murmured,; and
were deftroyed of the deftroyer.”” The arrows
which murmurers {hoot againft heaven, do foon
return upon their ownheads. ‘

\3dly, Whatever thy fufferings are for the prefent,
yec ftill believe thy cafe might be worfe. The
troubles that light upon the body are nothing fo
terrible as thefe that light on the foul, Prov, xviij.
14. Amwounded [pirit who can bear ? They aremoth-
thingstos what thy innocent Saviour {uifered upon
the crefs, yea nething to what fome martyrs have
endured for the truths of the gofpel.

‘4thly, Getvery low thoughts of yourfelf, anda
deep fenfe of ill-defervings for fin, O! fthould a
five brand of hell mucmar for temporal afflitions?

. sthly, Be ftill cxaminingithyfelf, rather thancen-
fureing God.  Doth God feem to negled thee, fay
alas. it is moft juit ™ Have et I negledted hin,
and'given a deaf car to his calls many a day? -

6tFly Bear in mind that thiefe  troubles will not
laft, chere is a great change near; either they will
iffie in life or death. oIf life, you will be afthamed
you had no more patience when figk; if death,
then, if you beloyg to Chrift, it will give a finifhing
dtroke to all troubles and complaints; and heaven
avill make amends for all. But if yoeu be nor in
Chrift, whatever your aflli@tions ke row, troubles a

Pl
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thoufand times worfe are abiding you in another
world: death will turn thy croffes into pure unmix-
ed curfes; and then, how gladly wouldeft thou re-
turn to thy former afflited ftate, and purchafe it
at any rate, were there any pofibility of fuch a re-
turn? You now fly out in a paflion, and fay, you
are not able to bear what you complain of: But
confider, if you will not obediently bear God’s rods
now, you will then bear more, whether you will or
not; and God will make you able to bear more,
when there will never be any hopes of relief.

7thly, Stady to give vent to thy forrows in a way
of prayer and praife. An oven ftopped is the more
hot within; but the breath of prayer or praife gives
eafe. If wedid complain more to God, we fhould
complain lefs of God. ~ What a mercy isit, that you
have ftill God to go to? improve the privilege,
confefs unworthinefs, and beg the grace of patience
and fubmiffion out of Chrift’s full treafures. Be al-
{o praifing God for mercies recieved; and however
bad thy cafe is, blefs God it isnot ini hell, you are in
the land of hope '

C 7 H A" Py

Containing fpicial Disections to the Children of God,
when under Sicknefs or any other afflition.

Drrecr. 1. Let ‘belicvers efpécially guard againft
fuintirg or defponding under God’s afflicting band,

THIS is an exhortation which God in a peculiar
manner directs vnto his Children, Heb. xii. 5, |
My fon defpife mot the chaflening of the Lord, nok
faint whenthou art rebuked of him. There are two ex-
trems mentioned, defpifing and fainting; I fpoke
of the firft before, in Chap. II. Direét. 1I. It isa
duty to feel our afflition, buta fin to fsint under it.
God’s people niay be faid to faint under their trie
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als, when they fink, or defpond, or give away to
fretting or repining under them. In the preceding
Diredtion, I fpoke of the evil of murmnuring in gen-
eral; here I fhall {peak of believers, faintings in par
ticular.

1. I fhall inquire whence their fainting under af-
fli¢tion doth proceed.

2. Bring fome arguments and helps againft this
evil,

1. As to the firft, Whence thefe faintings in be-
lievers do proceed. 1/, They proceed-tfrom the
grievoufnefs of their aillition, and the heavinefs of
their burden, which is ready to amaze and ftagger
their thoughts, and fink their {pirits with fear and
defpondency, Hence did the Pfalmift complain,
Plam Ix 3.  Thou haft fhewed thy people hard
things: thou haft made us to drink the wine of af-
tonithment.” And Pfalm Ixix. 2. * I {ink in deep
snire, where there is no ftanding: I am come into
deep waters, where the floods overflow me.”

2dly, From the f{mallnefs of their {piritual
ftrenght, and particularly the weaknefs of their
faith, Pov. xxiv. yo0. If thou faint inthe day of ad-
verfity, thy frength is fmall. Whence was it that
Peter fainted and began to fink in the waters, but
from the weaknefs of his faith, Matth. xiv. 30, 31.
We know not our firenghth till it be tried. Some-
times we have fuch a conceit of it, that we think,
like Peter, we can walk upon a fea of trouble: but
in a little, behold, fome furprifing blait affavlts our
confidence: and then we fiint, or cry out with
him. Help, Lord, or elfe we perifb. Peter reckoned
only vpon the fea, but he did not think of the boif-
terous wind; and he looked to dangers, more than
to the power that was to carry him through them.

3dly, From their impatience of delay, when de-
liverance is long a coming, it is not eafy to wait
God’s leifure, and to keep the heart from defperate
conclufious, Pfalm xxxi. 22. “ 1 faid in my hafte;
I am cut off from before thine eyes,”
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4thly. From the power of -Batan’s t_emptatiom:-‘
and " furious aflaults, When Satan is fet’ loofé |;
time of afliction to throw in his fiery dares] the be-
liever is ready to faint, and fay, as Pl lxxviﬂil;ﬁsi
¢ Is his mercy clean gone for ever:” e e

5thly, For their wearifome confliGts with a body
of death and an ill heart. Thefe in time of afflies
tion do add aftlittion to the afflicted.

6thly, From long and great defertions. When
God hides his face from the believer in afflittion,
his foul faints under it, as in Ifa. xliv." 14. ' ““ Zion
hath faid, the Lord hath forfuken me, my God
hath forgotten me.” B

~thly, From the concience of their guilt, and ill
defervings before God. upon the account of old
fins, abufe of mercies, and untender walking e
God. Affliction doth revive old fins, as with Job;
Job xiil. 26. ¢ Thou writeft bitter things again!
me, aud makeft me to poflefs the fins of my youth.”
His old fins, and guilt of his youthful follies, now
revived upon him, and fat clofs to his confcience;
which occafioned his fainting under his burden.

Laflly, Great afflictions do frequently cloud the
believer’s graces and evidences for heaven, and dif-
cover their corruptions; whereby they are made to
fink under their trial. They fee more unbelief, iﬁ
patience, diftruft and enmity to God in them, th

they faw before: Whereby they are fometimes

tempted to raife the foundation, and fay all their
former attainments were but delufions, and their
profeflions but hypocrify. Thefe things make af-
Hictions fometimes very heavy and finking to the
people of God. by ;

II. In the nest place, for preventing and helping
this evil of fainting under aflliction; let believers
confider.

1/?, Thefe heavy trials are all needful for you.
Deep waters are not more needfu! to carry a {hip in-
to the haven; than great afflitions are to carry the
veflels of our fouls into the port of blifs. Strong

I e
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wind and thunder are frightful, but they are necef-
fary to purge the air. One of the fharpelt calami-
ties that ever befel Ifrael, was the Babylonifh cap-
tivity, yet even this was in mercy to them ; for the
Lord faith; Jer. xxiv. 5, ¢‘I have fent them outof
this place into the land of the Chaldeans for their
good.” Strange! Of freemen to be:-made prifon-
ers, and that in a firange land among the heathen;
to be removed far from their own houfes, vineyards,
friends,nay, and from the temple of God and his
ordinances; and yet all this for their good! why?
they were hereby effetually weaned and broke off
from their darling fin of idolatry.

24ly, Confider, that your affiftion, ‘however
heavy it be, will/foon have: an end; 1fa. Iviii £6.
¢ For I will not contend for ever, neither will T be
always wroth; for the {pirit fhould fail before me,
and the fouls which I have made.” The goldimith
will not let his gold lie any longer in. the furnace
than it ispurified. The wicked have a fea of wrath
to drink: but, O drooping believer, take comfort;
you have but a cup of afflition, which will {feon be
exhaufted. The time is near when- all thy trials
fholl have an end: In heaven -there is no crofs, no
complaint, no tears nor forrows for ever.

3dly, Faint not, O child of God;for thefe af-
flictions are all the hell which thou fhalt have; thou
haft nothing to fear hereafter. Judas had two hells,
one in time, by terror in his confcience, another after
¢his life, which endures to eternity: but all the hell
that a believer hath is but ths light afflition, which
is but for a moment.

4thly, Defponding or murmuring in afflition is
evil in any, but in none is it {fo bad as in the children
of God. It doth very ill become their covenants,
their privileges, their hopes. Have they refigne !
and given up themfelves and ali they have to God,
by a folemn covenant, and will they fret when 2
difpofeth of them?_Didft thou not fay,0 believe: ,
in the day when thy heart’ was flung with fin’ 40 4
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the terrows of God made thee afraid, O let me have
Jefvs Chrift for my Saviour and portion, and I will
De content, though I fhould be ftricken with boils
like Job, or beg my bread with Lazarus? Now,
God tries thee if thou wilt ftand to thy word: O
beware of retrafing, Hath not that foul enough,
who hath an all-fufficient God for his portion? If
Go¢ be thine in covenant, that comprehends all
things. ‘

5}})1}1, It doth difcompofe and unfit the foul for
any duty. - It is ill failing in a florm, fo it is ill
praying when the heart is in a florm of difquiet and
defpondency.

6thly, Your fainting under afHliction, and carry-
ing as if the confolations of God were fmall, is
enough to ftumble others at religion, and make
them call the truth of it in queflion. When they
fee thofe that profefs religion, and have oft declared
that their rejoicing is in Chrift Jefus as their portion,
begin to {ink and defpond under outward affliction:
O may they not be tempted to fay, *“Where is the
truth of religion ? Where are thefe divine fupports
and confolations we have often heard of 7 © =0

Laftly; O then feck to get faith revived, and
firenthened, and refolve wich Job to truft in God,
though he fhould flay you. This would be of no-
ble ufe to keep the heart from {inking under preflures
of affli&tion, as the Pfalmift found it to his {weet ex-
perience, Pfalm xxvii. 13. *‘I had fainted unlefs I |
had believed to fee, the goodnéfs of the Lord in the
lahd of the living.”’

111, I come to anfwer fome objedtions or excufes
of fainting believers, which they do commonly al-
ledge as the ground of their difcouragement iu their
afili&ions. ,

Obsedt, 1. “O (faith one) my afflictions are not
ordinary ; they are fore preffures I lie uader, and
of various kindst¢o0.”

rA;z/’w. 1. O believer, God hath taken the ‘ordering
of iyour lot in his own hand jand he knows what is

g g 4
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fittefTor you.' Should a man be left to carve out
his own portion, it would foon appear lie would be
hisiown greatelt eemy. We would all be for the
dainties of pleafure and profpericy, which would not
be for: our foul’s healtir:  as children think green
fruit the beft diet’ becaufe they pleafe their tafle;
but their parents are wiler to keep them fromn them,

2dly, God may fee you have many and firong
lafts to be fubdued, and that you need maay and
fore afflitions to brifig you down. Your pride and
obftinacy of heart may be firong, yorr diftempers
deeply rooted, and.therefore the phyfic muft be pro-
portioned to them; as with the Ifraelites, ¥ial. cvii.
1r1.-12.  ° Becaufe they rebelled againit the words
of God, and contemned the counfels of the Moft
High : therefore he brought down itheir heart'with
labour.”” O believer, your God and Father, that
hath the mixing of your cop and portion, isa wife
and {kilful phyfician, who knows your conititution
and your need, r Pet. i.' 6. " If sieed be yousare
in heavinefs through marifold temptations.” And
as he knows your need, fo he underitands your
ftrength, 1 Cor. x. 3. Faithfid is-he; that will not
Suffer you tobe teinpted above what yod areable.”

3dly, God fends great and fore troubles, that you
may have the more experience of God’s wildom aad
mercy in ‘vour fupport and deliverance: Ffalm
Ixxii 20,  ““ Thou which haft thewed meg great and
fore troubles, fhall quicken and bring melup again
from-the depths of the earth.”” ~

Object. L. ¢ Buc (faith another) my afffiction is
fingular ; there was never any ininy coadition.”

Anfw, 1ff Itis very ordinary for every man in
great diftrels to reckon his cafe ltagular; becavfe ke
feels beft what is neared himleif, but is alitranger to
what his neighbour feels.

24ly, Thisfuggeftion is one of Satan’s devices,
that he may tempt a child of God to queition his
Father’s love ; but heis a liar, aad not to be  cred-
ited in what he faith ; Foi others of your brethren
G2
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have been offlicted in the fame kind and degree, if
not worfe, 1 Pet. v. 9.  “Knowing that the fame
afflittions are accomplifhed in your brethren that
are in the world.”

3dly, Whatever your cafe be, you muft own your
fuiferings are not fo great as your fins, The trials
of God’s people in Babylon were fingular; yet
Yzraowns, Ezraix, 13. Thou haft punifbed us lefs
than onry iniquities deferve, Ifour provoked Judge fhall
in his clemency fend us to Babylon inftead of hell.
we have no canle to complain. X

4thly, But, O child of God, however thou com-
v aineit of the {ingnlarity of affli¢tion now,+all fuch
complaints will be taken out of thy mouth. ere
long, and that time is near when thon fhalt be made
to wonder at the wifdom of God in guiding fo
many fons and daughters to glory, through fuch a
variety of Trials, Exercifes, Affliciions and Tempta-
tions ; and made to fay as thefe in Mark vlii. 37. He
hath dine all things well, i

Object. 11, * Bu, faith one, my affliction is long
continued, and T fee no outgate; and how can i
but faint under it?”

Anfw. 1ff. Itismnot fo longas your fins deferv;
for in juftice it mightbe for ever, it might be, the
worr that never dieth and the fire thatisnzver quenched,

241y, Your fufierings on earth are not 1{) long as
your reward in heaven, Rom. viil. 18.  “Forl
reckon that the fufferings of the prefent time, are
not worthy to be compared with the glory which
ihall be revealed inws.’, .

zély, No length or continuance of affliction here
fhould " hinder' a believer’s comfors, if we take a
view of our head and pattern Jefus Chrift. How
lond did his afilictions continue! No end was put ta
them, till he cried with a loud voice, and gave up
the gholt. Though he was the Son of God, yes
from the hour of his birth to the moment, of his
leath,from his manger to his crofs, his affliGions
{till encreafed, and he ended his days in the midfk*




Affiicted Man‘s Companion. 77

of them.’ Now, Chrift is the head ofthe church,
and your great reprefentative, O believers intoa
conformity with whom you are predeflinated : be
content then to be like your head and pattern, to
have no eale or reft from aftliGtions till you lie down
in the ‘grave; itis ¢ there the wicked ceafe from
troubling, and there the weary be at reft,”” Job
1 & 4

4ihly. Remember that your afflitions are a part
of Chrift’s crofs, which yourloving Redeemer hath
contrived for. your good, and hath appointed you
to take up and bear with him. . Now love to Chrift
thould keep you from wearying to bear offa parc
of Chrift’s crofs, efpecially when he himfelf bears
the heavieft end of it, nay, bears yonand your crois
both. It isfaid of Jacob; Gen. xxix. 20. that‘he
ferved feven years for Rachael,and they feemed to
him but a few days. for the love he, had to her.”
And, fhall we not endure a few ycars affliCtion for
our Lord Jefus Chrift, who lived alife of forrows,,
and died a curfed: death for our fakes?, Had we
more love to Chrift, his crofs would not be fo tedi-
ous to us.

“5thly, Should it not be good ncws to thee. that
there is a deliverance for thee at death {rom all thy
troubles; and that this time is haftening and very
near ? Be not anxious for an outgate here in time,
for that favours® too much of unbelief andlove to
the world. Doth it not{eem to {fay, that you would
be better content to be turned back again to the
ftormy tummnltuous fea of this world, than e be fafe-
ly landed 3t your reft above? That you would be
ghdder of a few temporal mercies on earch, than to
enter upon your eternal ipheritance with Chriik 2,
ke @bgerts; V., No wonder (faith one) that I faint
under my affliction, for I waat thefe confolations
and fupports which God ufeth to referve for afflic-
ed faints,’’ T

Anfw. 1ft. If God be prefently chaftening you fer
your {ins, you muft be coptemito feel the bitterpels
: G 3 P bad ¥
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of fin, before you can tafte of the fweetnefs of God’s
couidolations.
2dly; Can you fay that your afflictions have duly
humbled you, and fitted you for comfort ? Have
they yet brought you to a willingnefs to quitand
renousnce allyour beloved {ins, iand even to part
with all your earthly enjoyments and comforts at
God’s call, and be content with God in Chrift a-
lone for your happinefs and portion ? It this be not
done; your affliGtions have not had their due effect,
to prepare you for comfort, and till then you can-
not expedt it. Youarein thehands of a wife and
{kilful phyfician, who will not toe haftily heal and
bind up your fores, fo as to let them fpoil and fefter
at the bottom. ?
3d!ly, Though you have no fenfible confolations
froin God in your prefent trials, yet you muit ftill
labour 10 keep in the way of duty, and live by faith
on his promifes. Believe firmly that God is good
to them that love him, and that thereisfergivenefs
with him to the penitent finner. . And if all ftars
withdraw their light whilit you are in God’s way,
then affure yourfelf the fnn is near the rifing,
Object. V. But my afili@ion isfuch, that it dif-
“ables me from duty, and makes me ufelefs and un-
‘profitable ; and this makes me faint under my bur-
d’Cﬂ,”
Asfw. 1ft God fends affiitions never to unfit, but
to quicken you for the performance of duty ; to
. make you repent more thoroughly, pray more fer-
rently, flee to Chrift more earneftly, and mind hea-
ven more intenfely.
24ly, 'If ‘it be your dutyto others thatyour’z}f-
flidtion incapaciates you for, then rememiber, if God
i his providence difable you for that, it is no long-
er a duty incumbent on you, and you muft not
grudge if God take you off; and put others in your
,room, God is afree and fovereign agent, and will
be tied tono mean or infirument whatfomever for
carrrying on his work,
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Direcr. 1. Letallthechildrenof God be exemplaryin-
patience and fubmiffim to God under their affiiction.

TREATED of patience, andgave fome motives
I and helps to it, to all afflicted perfons in gener-
al, Chap. 1l. Dire&t. V. But here Ithallbring fome
fpecial argument to Chriftian patience and fubmif-
fion proper for believers. Youthat God hath done
fo much for beyond others, ought to fhine in this
grace of patience, and be examples to others for
it, when God chaftens you, though with very fore
affliGtion.

/2, Study patience under afflition: for it is the
common path and beaten road to heaven, thatall
the faiats have trod, who have gone thither” before
you. Behold the print of the foot-fteps of all the
cloud of witnelles in this road : and would ye be
fingular and choofe a way of your own? When
God folemnly renewed his covenant with Abraham,
and he had prepared the facrifice, whereby it was to
be ratified and confirmed, God made a {moking
furnance to pafs betwixt the pieces of the facrafice,
Gen. xv. 17. tolet himknow that there was a furn-
ace of affliction attending the covenant of grace aad
peace, and all that entered thereto. = God has ap-
poitxtﬁhat all the ftones of this fpiritnal and have-
enly ding fhall be hewed and: polithed by afific-
tion here; and we are not to think that God’s or-
dinary way will be changed for us. We muft not
think to walk on rofes’ when fo many worthies have
marched through briars and thorns to heavea.

2dly, Confider, that the greateft affliGtions you
meet with are confiftent with the love of God, nay,,
{pring from his love to you. Kvery fandified rod
is a gift and royal donation fent by the hand of
God goyou, Phil. i. 29. “To you itis given, in
behalf of Chrift, not only tobelieve on him, butal-
{o to fuffer for-his fake.” Now furely, if we look-
ed on the crols as a gift, an honor, an advantage, -
and blefling we would bear it patiently, Pfalm
xciv. 12. *Blefled is the man whom thou chaft-
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eneft, O ‘Lord,” O believer, thy temporal crofs
comes from the fame love that thy eternal crowm
comes from, according to Rev. iii. 19, 2r. Men
will not take pains to corred ftubborn fervants,
but will turn them out of doors; but love con-
ftrains them to chaftife their fons. God out of ha-
tred lets many a finner go unpunifhed in this world:
for, why t{hould he prune or drefs the tree which
he-intends for the fire; the malefactor  efcapes
fcourging that is condemned to the gallows, Job
xxi. 3. “‘The wicked is referved to the day of de-
ftruction; they fhall be brought forchto the day of
wrath.” = Butit is far otherwife with the 'children
of God. 'Thatisa firange word which job hath,
Job vii, 15, 18, “What is man that thou fhould-
elt magnify him; and that“thou fhouldei fet thine
heart upon him; And that thou fhonldeft vifit him
every morning, and try himevery moment?”’ Now,
if ‘we compare this place with others in the con-
text, we will fee how he acknowledgeth that the
moft overwhelming diftrefs proceeds from the love
and care of Gol, yea, from his fixing his heart on
him, to magnify him, and do him good; and that
for this end he doth chalten him_ every morning,
and try him every moment; and that wigh fuch
aflitions as for the prefant are fo far fr being
joyous, as that they give'the foul no reft, but evea
make the man weary of his life; as he exprefleth
what effects his ailiction had onhimielf. Yea, it
may be obferved in the providence of God fromthe
foundaticn of the world, that thefe who™ have had
e120k afilittion have had mott grace, and the moft
eminent teitimonies of acceptance with God: Jefus
Chriftthe Son of God, had the mol afdiions of
any;iand yetr theFather alwaysloved him, and was
well pleafed with him,
134/1,ﬂ(20:1;’/_ider_t1}3 bright examples of patience
wilch God fets before you.in his ord. ~ Befides |
that of his dcar Son, the Lord Yefus Chrift. of
which I {poke: before;’ confider the paticnce of,Job,
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when he was {tript of all earthly comforts, and laid
under the greateit afflitions, yet he calmly falls
down and worthips God, Job i, 2r. and faid
* Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and
naked fhall I return: The Lord gave, and the lord
hath taken away, bleffed be the name of the Lord,
In all this Job finned not, nor charged God foolifh-
ly.”” Confider the p.mence of Dayid when he was
driven from his throne, from his houfe, and from
God’s fan&uary, and all this by his own fon : yet
how fubmiffive is he to God?2 Sam. xv.:26. ¢ Be-
Lold, here I am, let him doto me as fecmeth good
to him.”” And when Shimei curfed him: and threw
ftones at him, he patiently bore it, and would fuffer
no harm to be done him for it, faying as in2 Sam.
xvi. 11. .** Let him '1lone, and let him curfe, for
the Lord Inth bidden him.””  Confider the pitlence
of holy Eli when, though he heard fuch news as
like afudden clap of thunder made the ears of f{uch
as heard ‘it to tingle, and their hearts to tremble,
yet he calmly and quietly fubmitted to it, 1 Sam.
ii. 18. ¢ Itis the Lord, let him do what feemeth
him good-” He doth not fly in God’sface in a
paﬁion but falls down at his feetin a humble {ub-
miliion, , Obferve alfo the wonderful patience of
Aaron When ,God afffied him very fore he is fi-
lent and fubmiflive under the Lord’s hand. Lev. x.
3. And Aaron held his peace. If we confider the
greatnefs of the ‘punithment; we will {ee the more
caufe to commend the greatnefs of his patience,
1. Aaron loft his children ; not his eftate or world-
ly fubﬁa..»c, but his children, thefe are a part of a
man’s bowel’s ; other earthy loffes are not compar-
rable to this ; therefore it was that Satan that cun-
ning enemy referved the lofs of Job’s children to
the laft onfet; as his great mafter-piece and fharpeft
attack. How fadly did Rachael lament and weep
for her children! Matth, ii. 18. daron held kispeace
2. Aaroa loft his two fon’s at once. ' How patheti-
cally did David bewail-tire lofs of one fon. 2 Sam,
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xviil. 33. 'O my fon Abfalom, my fon.my fo.n.,”
&e. yet Aaron loit both his fons together, and {aith
not one word ; - He held his peace.—3. Aaron loit
them by a fudden death, of which he had no warn-
ing ; Sicknefs ufually prepares men  for the flroke
that is coming by death ; but Aaroan met with a
furprifing blow, yet heheld his peace.—4. Aaron’s
fons were not taken away by anordinary ftroke of
God’s hand, but by an extraordinary fupernatural
rod ; for it is faid. '¢* There went out fire from
the Lord, and devoured them, and they died before
the Lord,” Lev.x. 2. He loft them in iuch a man-
ner as might fpeak forth God’s anger; row, a reli-
giors facher had rather loofe all his children in the
favor of God, than one child in his anger; yet,
whatever were the bitter ingredients of this cup,
Aaron was not impatient againit God that mixed it
for him, but held his peace, becanfe God did it.
4thly, To engage you to patience under your tri-
als do but compare your cafe with that of others.

Do not fay, there is none aflitted as youare; for .5

there are many far deeper plunged in the waters of
Mara than you ‘are ; fome are fill upon the rack
and fpend their whole days and years in continual
fighting and ftruggling jas in Pial. xxxi, 1o. * My
life is fpent with griet and ‘my yearswith fighing.”
Have you fore diftrefs in “your bodics ; others have
grievous wounds in their fouls. 1o you bear the
wrath of man? others bear the wrath of God. You
have but one fingle trial; others have many twifted
together. < Some are ftript of all comforts, you haye
comfort fhiil remaining. You may have manyfad
things in your trial, but you have not ground as

yet to complain as the Plalmift doth, Pfal. «lii, 7.~

¢ All thy waves and thy billows are gone over
me,” ‘Take a yiew of what the Son of God, what
the’ apoftles, and what the martyrs and other worth-
ies have endured. T'hey had trial of cruel mock-
iugs, feourgings, bm}ds and imprifonments they

wanderedin defarts, in mountains, aad in dens and



Affiicted Man’s. Comanpion. A 83
caves of the earth, being deftitute, afflicted, tor-
mented. They were tempted, they were crucified
floned to death,” fawn afunder {lain with the {fword,
&e. And yet, how well did they take with the
crofs? faith Paul, * We glory in tribulation.’’
Rom. v. 2. And what faith James? James i.. 2
¢ My brethren, count it all joy when ye.fall into
divers temnptations.”  As if he had faid, Rejoice aye
more and more that you are afillited: God is'mag-
nifying you, he is vifiting you, doing you good,
taking the more pains on you, and fitung you, for
glory.

5thly, The confideration of God’s former mercics
and kindnefles to you fhonld engage you to patience
in trouble, and make you blufh to take any thing
ill, out of God’s hand. Thus Job taught his im-
patient wife, Jobii. 1o. ¢ What? fhall we receive
good at the hand of God, and fhall we not receive
evil?? O believer, let not thy afflitions caufe thee
to bury thy mercies in oblivion. Has not God
brought'thee from Satan’s family, and put you a-
mong his children; and will you forget to under-
value that hour? Hath he firuck off thy fetters,
taken of thy prifon-garments, and fet you at liberty ;
and, will you be unthankful? Hath he given thee
Chrift for thy treafure and portion, and entitled
you to his unfearchable riches; and will you be
difcontented ? hath he given you the graces of his
Spirit, which aremore precious than rubies; and,
will you quarrel when he fmites in fome outward
things ? hath he made you an heir of glory, and,
provided eternal manfions above for you; and will
you be fretful for want of fome trifles here? The
view Mofes had of the recompence of reward in
heaven, caufed him to choofe to fuffer afflition pa-
tiently with the people of God.

6thly, The time of affliction is wfually God’s
gracious trying feafon with his people, in the time
of their rareft comforts and f{weeteft foretaftes of
heaven, according to2 Cor. i 5. Paul and Silas did
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never fing more joyfully than when they were laid
in the inner prifon, with their backs torn with
{courges, and their feet falt in the ftocks, Aéts xvi.
24. And when was it that Jacod faw the angels
of God afcending and decending uvpon the ladder
that reached betwixt heaven and earth, but at the
time when he was in a deflitute cafe, forced to lie
in the open field having no canopy but the hea-
vens, and mo pillow but a ftone? When was it that
the three children faw Chrift in the likenefs of the
Son of man walking with them, but when they were
in the furnace, and when it was hotter than ordi- .
nary ? When was it that Ezekiel had® a vifion of
God, but when fitting folitary by the river Chebar
in the land of his captivity ? When was it that
John got a glorious vifion of Chrift, but when he
was an exile in the ifle of Patmos? And when was
it that Stephen' faw the heavensopened, and Chrift
ftanding at the right hand of God pleading for him,
but when they were ftoning and brufing him to
death? So that the moft remarkable experiences of
God’s kindnefs, that believers get in this world,
have been tryfied to 'the time of afflition: the con-
fideration whereof thould move every Chriftian to
wait on the Lord, and bear his crofs with patience.

7thly, When you are helped to chriftian patience
and fubmiflion under God’s hand, it doth contribute
much' to the credit of religion, and to the convicion
of the world, that there is a certain reality in the
truths of the gofpel, and a great efficacy in the
grace of God, which bears you up, and carries you
through, beyond the firength of nature.

Laftly, O believer, bear up with patience under
the erofs, for thou haftnot long to bear it God’s
wrath on ‘the chur¢h abideth but for a moment,
yea, alittle moment, Ifa, xxvi, 20. * Come, my
people, enter thouinto thy chambers, and fhut thy
doors about thee, hide thyfelf asit were for a little
moment, until the indignation be overpaft.”  Sure-
ly a moment, alittle moment, which is the fmaileft
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part oftime will foon be over; and wilt thou not
have patience for a moment? The Pflalmift fuppo rt-
ed himfelf with this confideration, Pfal' ciii. 0.
“ He will notalways chide, neither will he keep his
anger forever.”” = The time of indignation will foon
be over-paft, and the time of confolation will fuc-
ceed. O believer, the end of all thy trialsis near ;
think on it, and lock for it. Isit bedily pain or
ficknefs that is thy affii®ion ? then coafider, the end
of it will be either lie or death ; if death, then
awhat thou fulfereft is thelaft burnt, bear it patient-
ly. Thefe enemies you now {ee, you will {fee them
again no more. - In the manfions above there is no
pain nor crying: the inhabitants there fhall never
fay they are fick ; and one hour with them will
make thee forget all thy momentary afflictions. If
the iffve fhall be life, you willbe athamed, when
well, that yon had no more patience whilit fick.

I thall clofe this direction with the words of the
apoftle James Jamesv. ro. * Take, my brethren,
the prophets, who have fpoken in the name of the
Lord, for an example of fuffering afflition, and of
patience. Behold, we count. them happy ' which
endure.  Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and
have feen the end of the Lord, that the Lord is very
pitiful, and of tender mergy.”’

Direct. I1L. Let believers: be much employedin the
praifes of God, while they: gre under affliction, by
Jicknzfs or otherwife.

S .we fhould blefs the Lord at all times, and

keep up good thoughts of God on every oc-
«cafion ; So efpecially in the time of affliction.
Hence we are commanded to glorify the Lord in
the fires, Ifa. xxiv. 15. And this  the three chil-
dren did in the hotreft furnace. So Job bleifed God
when he had taken away his greateft comfotts
Jobi. 2r. And this is agresable to that command,
1 Thefl. v. rr. * In every thing give thanks,’
grant indeed we cannot give thagks for affliction as
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affliGtion, but either as it is the means of fome good
to us, or as the gracious hand of God'is fome way
remarkable therein towards us. In this refpect,
there is no conddon on this fide of hell, but we
have caufe to praife Godin, even in the greateft
calamities. Hence it was that David, . when he
fpeakes of his afflition, Pfal.cxix. 67, addsprefent-
ly’ “Thou art good and doft good.” And he de-
clares, wver. 65. ‘“Thou haft delt well with thy
fervant, O Lord’ according wunto thy word.”
Hence Paul and Silas praifed God when they were
{courged and imprifoned.

Wellthen, O believer, obey thecommand! of thy
God, and imitate his werthies, by praifing God un.
der thy affli¢tion. 1. This practice would be very
pleafant and acceptable to God; for as mufic is
fweeteft on the waters, fo praife is moft agreeable to
God from an afffited foul on the waters of trouble,
Itis a fign of a noble and generouvs fpirit, to fing
the praifes of God’s goodnefs, ‘while his hand is at-
fliting us. | Diftrefs and danger will make the
wickedeft o priy; butitis a principle of love and
gratitude that makes the foul to praife. 2. It would
bring credit to religion, to iee {aints thankful and
praifing God under the crofs: it would make peo-
ple fay, furely they find{weectnefs in God and his
the world knows not of! And 'this would invite
ftrangers to' come and try a religious life. The joy-
ful praifes of the martyrs at the ftakes, and in the
flames, made people go home with love to religion

ways, that we fee not ;'§hcy have meet to eat that |

i

in their hearts, 3. If the iffue of your affliction

{hould be death, this employment of praife’ world

lye.a fweet preparative 1o fit and difpofe you for the

work of heaven, Ufeyourfelf mtich to this heaven-
1y life, and be oft trying to fing the fong of Mofes
and the Lamb in time of ficknels ‘and trouble; and
this would {weeten the thoughts of deach, -and ‘make
. you cline to be there, were praife is their com
ftant work, - G iy

)
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Dueft. What fhould be the fubject of a believer’s
thankfgiving and praife under afiliction ?

Anfw. He hath manifold grounds of praife; as
1/2. Upon the account of God’s mercies to him
through the by paft part.of his life. His mercies to -
thee, O believer, cannot be numbered; compare
thy mercies with thy croiles, and thoua wilt {oon fee
thy receivings are far greater than thy fufferings. -
Thou haft had many days of plenty for one day of
fearcity, many days of liberty. for one day of
firaits, many days of health for one day of ficknefs.

And are not thefe to be remembered with praife ?

2dly, And more particularly in thy greateft af-
fliction, thou haft ground to praife God, O believer,
thou waft bora in a land of light, where thou hadft
the means of converfation to God, and acquaintance
with Jefus Chrift; and efpeciaily; that God of his
free grace made thefe means effe&tual to work a fav-
ing change on you, when others were paffed by. Is
not this matter of praife that he opened your eyes,
humbled your foul, and renewed .your heart? that
he gave.you Chrift, forgave your f{ins, and ‘adopted
you into his family, aud made you an hcir of hea-
ven? Oh! what a fad cafe would it be, if you were
yet in your fins, and in the bondage of Satanj; if
you had converfion work to begin to, if youhad
your faith and juftification and intereft in Chrift all
to feek, and all your preparations for heaven to
make : if you had all this to do with a fick and
pained body, and a difordered mind that cannot
command one fettled thought with the terrible
view of death and eternity before your eyes.. This
is the cafe that God in juflice might have left you
to. Well then, ought yon not to praife God, that
fent his Holy Spirit in time to determine your heart
to clofe with Chrift, and be reconciled to that God,
you are fhortly to appear before; and that thefe {ins,
which now would have been your terror are all for-
given, and wailied away through the blood of Jefus
Chrift.

i
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adly, Is it mot matter of praife in thy greateft
trou've, that thon halt'a great' High Prieft; that is’
paflgd’ inzo the heavens,' to provide a'manfion with
the Father for thee, and to receive . thy {foul when
feparated from the body ? ¢¢ that, where he is, there
you may be allo 2~
athly, You have caufe to blefs God, that he fends
fach {fuitable harbengers, as ficknels and trouble,
to tell you that death is approaching. and that he
thould take fuch pains d4 you to weail'you from the
world, and make you willing to be gone.. Many of
CGod’s people, that have been averfe to'dying at the
beginning of a ficknefs, by the increate and con-
tinuance of it, have been brought to be well {atisfied
to depart that they may be with Chrift.
51Fly, You have ground to blefs God for timing
your afilli¢tions {6” well, that he fent them not till he
faw you ftood in need of them; he faw'a need for
them; as 1 Pet. 1. 6. and he' would notlet you want
what was needful. '
6¢5ly, You ought to praife God, that he mitigates *
your trials, and proportions your burden for your
back that when he takes a rod to you, he hath not
made it a fcorpion ; that when he deprived you of
one comfort and enjoyment, he did not firip you of
all, and leave you wholly comfortlefs; “that when
you fuffer in one thing, he hath not made you to
fuffer in every thing, in foul, body, eftate, relations
‘and all together ; that inftead of afiliCting you for a
few days, he hath not made your whole life a fcene
of mifery and afllition. Blefs God that he punifh-
eth you lefs, unfpeakably lefs, than your iniquities
deferve ; that your fick-bed is not hell, your feyer
is not everlafting burinings, your “pain is not, the
gnawing of the worm that never dieth.
~thly, You have caufe to praife God, thatyour .
afflition is not fo great as that of fome others, and
even of fome that were very dear to God, and had
not grieved him fo much as you have done. ' Re-
member the trials that fome have cndured of
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¢ whom the world was not worthy.” which I men-
tioned bcfore as recorded, Heb. xi. Yours are
nothing to theirs, nothing to Job’s, that eminent
fervant of God. Obferve the differences with thanki-
giving and praife.

8thly, You have reafon to blefs God for the
ftrength and fupport he hath given you under af-
flition. You would foon f{ink and fuccomb under
a finall burden, if he did not fupport you by his
grace ; but, when he bears you up, the heavieft tri-
al fhall not fink you. Have you not met with fome
afflitions, you have thought at a diftance you would
never have been able to bear up under them? yet,
when they that come, you have found them hght
and portable, by reafon of the f{trength God hath
beftowed on you.

9thly, You have ground of thank{giving that the
mercies and bleflings which God hath continued
with you, are far grater than thefe he hath taken
from you, For though he hath taken this and that
temporal blefling from you, yet he hath not taken
Chrift from you, nor his holy Spirit from you; he
hath not feparated you from his love, nor cut you
off from all hopes of heaven. However great your
trials be, yet ftill there is a mixture of mercy in your
lot which {hould be matter of praife.

Laf#y, You have caufe, O believer, to blefs God,
that all the afffictions he brings on you are in love,
and for your profit. All his ways are mercy and
trath to you. If he fmile, it is in mercy; and if he
{mite, itisin mercy. God may change his difpen-
fations, but his heart is ftill towards them, and the
cords wherewith he fcourgeth them, aud cords of
love. Their profit is the great thing he aims at, in
all their chaltifements, Heb. xii. ro. He defigns
thereby to reclaim them from their wanderings, cut
off provifions for their lufts, make them pant and
loag for a better ftate, and caufe them to mend their
pace toward it. Hence David faith, “ It is good
for me that I was afflited: For befor;t I was affli®-

H3
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ed, I went aftray, but now I have learned to keep
thy word.” Plali cxix. 67, 71. From all"which it
appears you have manifold grounds of praife, even
in the time of aflliction.

Dirrer. IV, Let the children of God, when vifited
with ficknefs, fet about actual preparation for death
and eternity,

"N VERY believer hath his main work done, and
is always in a gracious flate, by reafon of his
union with Jefus Chrift, his reconcilation with God,
through the merit of his blood, and the univerfal
change that is wrought in him by regenerating and

{an@itving grace; upon which account every child

of God hath habitual preparation for meeting with

death. Yet becaufe frequently, when ficknefs com-
eth, thereare many things out of order with them,
that make death frightful and wndefirable, they
muft fet about acual preparaiton for death, and
feek to, have their fouls made ready for the bride-
groom’s coming. And here T thall thew wherein
this atual readinels of believers doth confift, which
fhould be their proper work and exercife In time of
fickaefs, efpecially when ficknefs is lingering, and
doth not dettroy the ufe of reafon. But beware of
thinking that this fhould be delayed il {icknels
come: No, no; the time of health is the main
working {eafon, and all flovld be hen by hand, as
far as poflible. ~But, fecing cven the beft generally
find much to do at the very laft, I {hall give the
following advices for your altval preparation. :
1f#, Seeing fickuefs is a mean appointed of God
for his pedple’s good, and particularly for fitting
them ‘or a better world; labour earnefily to reap
he benefit of ficknefs, feek God’s blefiing upon it
that thereby yo1 may be helped to difcover more
of the evil of fin, that you may hate ard abhor it
the more, and that you may fee more cifectvally the
vanity and vexation of the world, and get your
heart loofed from all the things of tine, aud brought
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to a willingnefs to be difolved, that you may be with
Chrift. i

24ly, Seeing the time of f{icknefs and death is the
time of your greatelt need, beg earneftly of God,
for your Redzemer’s fake, fuch ipecial afliftance, in-
fluences and operations of his Holy Spirit, as he
knows needful for you in your prefent low and weak
condition, in order to carry on and complete your
attual readinefs for meeting wicth himfelf at death,
and entering into the invifible world, and being fix-
ed unalterably in your everlafting ftare.

3diy,Fienew the exercife of repentance,and of faith
in the bicod of Chrift, for removing all grounds of
quarrel and controverf{y betwixt God and your foul.
And in order thereto, review your by paft life, and
look into your heart alfo, and fearch out every pre-
dominant {in and idol of jealoufy; for if there be
any iniquity regarded in your heart, and unrepented
of by you, it thay occafion no little anguith and. bit-
ternefs of {pirit v a dying hour. Well, when thou
haft difcovered {in, humbly confefs and bewail it be-
fore the Lord, and alk forgivenefs for it ihro’ the
blood of jefus Chrift the Son of God, ~which cleant-
eth from all fin.  Yea, make confeflion of all thy
fins, and particularly reflet vpon the fountain and
fpring of them, viz thy original fin. Know the
plague of thy own heart, and mourn ¢*er it, mourn
for the lofs and mifpending of much precious time,.
Mourn for the unproficablenefs of thy life. Now,
when the ax is laid co the root of the tree by ficknefs,
itis high time to mourn for your unfruitfuliiefs un-
der the means of grace and waterings of the holy
Spirit.  Movrn for your finning againft fuch light
and love as have been many days difplayed to you i
the glorious gofpel. | And in a fpecial manner,
moura for your f{ins of omiifion, wiich commonly
are but little minded by uws.  Thus moura for all
thy fins, till chon doft water thy couch with tears. It
i moft {uitable that death fhould find every man,
even every child of God, in the exercife of mourn-
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ing and repentance : for they that thus fow in tears,
thall eternally reap in joy. But fee that your tears
run much from the gofpel channel, and flow from the
believing views of a crucified Chrift, whom you have
pierced by your fins. And, ia the midit of your
movurning, be fill aiming to take faith’s grips of the
clefts of this rock, for fheltering thy foul from the
guilt of by paft fins; fay, ¢ Lord Jefus, I have no
refuge but thy wounds, no fountain but thy
blood, no covert but thy righteoufnefs. And feeing
thou freely makeft offer of thy merits for my pro-
tection, and invitelt even the chief of {inners to come
unto thee, faying, Lok unto me, and be ye faved,
Lord, I embrace the offer, and flee to thee to cover
me.” O beiieyer do.this, not once or twice, but do
it a hundred times over ; do it aslong as thou haft
‘breath to draw in the world. Be ftill breathing to
the very laft, after a crucified Jefus for relief againft
the guilt of {in, which thou art always contralting,
and wilt be till the earchly houfe of this tabernacle be
diffolved.

4thly, In order to your atual readinefs to go
forth to meet the bridegroom, when coming to you
by death, you muft do as the wife virgins, Maith
xxV. 7. ¢ Arife and trim your lamps.” Asit is om
enough to have a fair lamp of a profeflion, fo it is
not fufficient to have oaly the oil of grace in the
lamp; nay, to have it burning in fome degree.
There is more requifite at this time, that the foul
may be altually ready ; the lamp muft be trimmed,
which imports. 5/, Afupplying it with more oil, you
muft feek to have your grace increafed, to have new
degrees, new ftrength, and new fupplies of grace giv-
en you from God, to fit you for the laft condi&t with
your fpiritual enemies, and efpecially the laft enemy
death. 2dly, It imports a ftirring up of the oil, and
raifling the wick fome higher; So there muft be an ex-
citation of grace, which may bein a low declining
condition: you muft endeavour to fir and raife it
up to a more lively exercife, and more clevated ads,
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Stir up the gift that isin thee : make the oil burn clear
and fhine bright. Bring faith, loye, repentance and
holy defires, to'a lively exercife. 3diy, This trim-
ming imports the cleanfing of the lamp, by taking
away the dead afhes that hinder the light, or prevent
its burning f{o clearly as it otherwife would. - So you
mutft labour to take away the dead afhes of corrup-
tion, that' hinder the fhining of grace: remove all
_ unbelief, earthlinefs, deadnefs, felf, and formality,
and whatever elfe doth fupprefs the excrcife of faith,
love, and heavenly-mindednefs : let all thefe dead
athes be fiuffed away by repentance and mortifica-
tion. Asyou ought to firive earneftly againit all
» thefe heart evilsin time of health, fo now labour to
give them a dead ftroke when death’s harbinger
gives you a fummons.
sthly, Be diligent in gathering and fumming uvp all
your evidences for heaven and eternal life, that fo
you may not venture into the dark valley at an un-
certainty.  The comfort of dying will much depend
oa the clearnels of your evidences ; it is therefore
your wifdom to examine them carefully, and fee if
you can fay, ‘“d know in wkom1 have believed ; ¥
have confented with my foul to the method of falva-
tion laid down in the covenant of grace. I am defir-
ous that the glory of it fhould be eternally afcribed
to the free grace of God, and the creatiire be wholly
abafed in his fight. 1 have chofen God for my por-
tien, and Chriit for my only Saviour; and the hap-
pinefs which Taimatis, to enjoy God in Chrift for
ever. And,in order thereto, I dépend on the holy
Spirit to apply the redemption which Jefus Chrift
hath purchaied to me, and to fanctdy me perfectly.
There is no fia but what I hate and defire to part
with. I would rather have more holinefs, than to
have health and all the pleafures in the world., I
earneftly defire the flourithing of Chrift’s kingdom,
and prefer Jerufalem tomy chiefeit joy.”” If this
your evidences be clear, you may cheerfully take death
by the cold hand, and welcome its grim meﬂéngers
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and long to be gone that you may be with Chrift.
You nay fay as Pfalm xxiil. 4. * When I walk
through the valley of the {hadow of death, I will fear
no evil, for thou art with me. You may go off the
ftage with the Plalmift’s words in your mouth, Plalm
=xxi. 5. ¢ Into thine hand I commit my fpirit, for
thou haft redeemed me, O Lord God of truth.”
6thly, Labour earneflly to overcome the love of
life and fears of death, {0 as to be content to part
with all things here at God’s call. O believer, what -
is there in this carth to tempt thee to hang back,
when God calls you to depart? while you are here,
you may lay your account with many lofles, croffes,
difappointments, griefs, and calamities of all forts,
Friends will fail you, enemies will hate you, luits
will moleft you, Satan will tempt you, and the world
will deceive you. - Death is the way that the deareft
of God’s faints, and all the cloud of witnefles have
gone beforc you; yea, the Lord Jefus your head
hath trod this path and hath taken the {ting out of
death, and hath paved a way through its dark valley:
that his people may fafely follow him. Hath the Cap-
tain of your falvation gone before yau, and will any
of his foldiers fhrink to follow him? Art thou con-
tent to remain always at the fame diftance from
him, and to enjoy no more of his prefence than now
you haye? are you fatisfied to live for ever with no
more knowledge of God, no more love to Chriit, no
more holinefs or heavenly-mindednefs than at pre-
fen~t you have? Do you not groan under your re-
muising  ignorance, deadnefs, wanderings, pride,
pailion, unbelief, felfithnefs, worldlinefs and other
{115 and Jufts that here befet you? And are you not
defirous to go to the place where you will be eternal-
ly free of them all, and where you fhall neyer
complain. of a dull, dead. and fenfelefs frame of
beart, or of any heart-wearinefs or wandering in du-
ty auy more? For the heart fhall then be as a fixed.
pillar in the temple of God, and {hall £0 no more
out: the eternal adoration and praifes of God fhall
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be the foul’s delight and element forever. By fuch
confiderations firive to conquer the fears of death
and defires of life, which are often great clogs to the
peopleof God in their prepartions for ifitting.

7thly, Be oft meditating upon the heavenly Glory
which fhortly all believers will fee and enjoy. Be
much in the contemplation of the glorious company
above; behold Chrift upoa his glorious throne, at
the right hand of God and Abraham, David, Peter,
Paul and all the reft of the faithful ones, with their
crowns of righteoufnefs, trinmphing about their re-
deemer. Think, O believer, how happy will that
day be, when thou thalt meec with thy father, and
brethren, and thou fhalt fee thy elder brother on the
throne, ready to pafs fentence in thy favour. What
melody will that fentance found in thine ears, Come
" ye bleffed of my Father, &e, 'What frame wilt thou
be in, when he fets the crown of glory on thy head ?
O eternally free love! wilt thou ery, ¢ O Saviour,
thou didft wear a crown of thorns, that I might wear
a crown of glory; thou didit groan on the crofs,
that T might now f{ing. Wonderful free love, that
chufed me, when thoufand were palled by; that fav-
ed me from ruin, when my companions in {in muft
burn in kell for ever.”. Think how raviihing it will
be to meet with your godly acquaintances in heaven,
with whom you prayed, praifed, and converfed
here! Will you not then cry out, * & my brethren
what " a change ‘is here! this glorxous place is not
like the poor dwellings we had on earth; this body,
this foul, this ftate, thi s place, our c‘othes, our com-
pany, our languwe our thoughts, are far uniike
thofe we had then! The bad heans, the body of
deach, the corruptions and temptations we then com-
plained of, are all now gone. We have no more fears
of death or hell, no more ufe for repentance or pray-
er; faith or hope; thefe are now fwallowed up inim-
mediate vlhon etcrnal love, joy and praife.” And
for thy ixelp, O helie ver, in mednatmgou thefe things,
read fome parts of the book of Revelation, or caufe
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them to be-read to you; and fuppofe with yourfelf
you had been a companion with john in the Ifle of
Patmps, and had got fuch a view of the glorious
Majeity, the bright thrones, the heavenly hoits, and
{hining {plendour which he faw; che ﬁlint§ in their
white robes; with crowns on their heads and palms
in their hands, and heard them finging the fong of
Moles and the Lamb. and trumpeting forth their
eternal hallelujahs ; what a. heavenly rapture
would’it thou have been in! Well then, O believer,
thou fhalt thortly have clearer and fweeter fights
than all thefe wlich John or'any of the faints ever
faw here upon earth, Surely that heavenly glory is
a fubjec worthy of thy thoughts, and moit fuitable
for thee to meditate on in time of ficknefs, and when
in the view of death.

8:t#ly, It would be alfo very fuitable at this time,
in order to your a¢tual readinefs for death, to be fre-
quently looking out and longing for Chrift’s coming.
As Abraham {tood in his teot dour, readyto go
forch to meet the angels that were fent unto him, fo
thould the believer keep himlfef in a waiting pofture
at chis time. = He fhould be like the loving wife, ‘that
longs aud looks for the coming of her abfent hufband,
according to hisletters to her. By this time (thinks
the) he will be at fuch a place, and againft {uch a
time he will be at another 1Sacc, and fo in afew days
I will {ee him. Itisthe charatter of believers, they
are fuch as love his appearing, 2 Tim. iv. 8. They de-
fire his coming, Cant, viil. 14. Make hafle, my belov-
ed: Zven [ocome, Lord Fefus, come quickly. Believers
dfhould look upon themfelves as pilgrims here, wan-
dering in a wilderaefs, abfent fromhome, and at 3
diftance from  their futher’s houfe; and in time of
affiiction it is very proper for them to be crying as
David doth, £ial. 1v. 6. ** O that I had wings likea
dove? for then would I fly away, and beat reft; I
world batter iy efcape from the windy tempeft.”
¢ O when thall the wine of my pilgrimage, and the
days of my baniflument be finiihed, that [ may get
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home to my country and friends above | Gh! my
Lord is gone, my Saviour hath left the earch, and
entered into his glory ! my friends and brethren
are gone to their blefied reft, where they fee God’s
face, and fing his praife for ever: and, how can I
be willing to ftay behind, when they are gone? Muft
I be {inning here, when they are ferving God above?
Muft I be groaning and fighing, when they are tri-
umphing and dividing the {poil 2 Surely I will look
after them, and cry, O Lord how long ? when {hail
1 be with my Saviour and my God?”

Drrect. V. Let believers intime of ficknefs endeavour
all they can to glorify God, and edify thofe that are
about them, by their fpeech and behaviour.

F ever a child of God be a&ive to promote the
~ honor and glory of God, it fhould be in time of

{icknefs, and when death may be approaching. And

there is good reafon for it; for 1/, This may be the

laft opportunity that ever thou fhalt have to do any
thing for God, and therefore thou fhouldft ftudy
to improve it to the utmoft. Heaven, to which
thou art going, is the place where thou fhalt receive
thy reward; but thou canft have no acceéfs there to
advance God’s glory, by commending God and

Chrift, and religion to {inners, or weak believers.

Upon this account many of God’s children have

been content to fufpend their heavenly happinefs

for a while, and to ftay upon the earth for fome lon-
ger time. I have read of a certain martyr, when
going to fuffer, who exprefled fome forrow that he
was going thither, where he fhould do his God no
more fervice, to wit, in the fenfe above explained.

And of another, that faith, * if it were poflible there

could be a place of any gricf in heaven, it would

arife from the Chriftian’s confidering, that he did

fo little for God while he was upon earth.” Now

is the working feafon, O believer, be bufy whileit
lafts, according to the example of thy blefled Saviour,

John ix, 4. ¢ Imuft work the word of him that
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fent me, while!it 'is day ; for the night ~cometh
wherein no man can work,” This coufideration
fhould make thee beftir thyfelf with the greateft ac-
tivity, like Samfon before his death, who, when he
could have no more opportunity to ferve God and
‘his church, he cried to God, and faid, Judges xvi.
28. “ O Lord God, remember me I pray thee, and
frengthen me this once.”” And then he bowed him- ﬂ
felf with all his might to pull down the pillars of =
Dagon’s temple, being willing to facrifice l}:is life to
the ruin thereof. ek ,
2dly, The holy fpeech and carriage of dying be-
lievers may, through the blefiing of God, make
decp impreflion upon the hearts of unregenerate men
that are witnefles to them. ' Thefe who have deri-
ded the people of God for the flrictnels of their
lives, and “defpifed their counfels and reproofs, 4s
proceeding from humousr or precifenefs 5 yet have
begun tonotice their words and aétions, when they
‘have feen them on fick-beds, and onithe borders of;
eternity, and to have other thoughts of religion and
holinefs than formerly they had.  Now they think
the man is in good’ earaeft, and fpeaketh }he
thoughts of his hearc: and,if ever he canbebelievs
ed, it muft be now. It is moft conyincing to cars .
nal perfons, to fee believers bearing ‘up with pas
tience in their ficknefs; to hear them{peaking goo
of God,commending his ways, and vejoicing inGod
as their ' portion; in midtt of . their fharpeit paigss
to fec them behaving as thoferthat are going to
dwell with Chrift, finiling and praifing'God, when
friends are fighing and weeping about them. This
inclines them to think, furely .there myft be a reali=
ty in religion, there is a vitible ditference betwixt che
deach ofthe righteous and of the wicked. Hence a
wickéd Baalam wifhed to die the death of the righ-
teots, and to have histlaftend like:his. - Le left
coividtion wipod thatoyoung man’s confcience, who
faid to his loole companion, after they had vifited
godly  Ambrofe on his death bed, and faw how

gy,
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chieerful he was; and triumphing over approaching
death.: $*Oh' that I’ might/live with thee, and die
with Ambrofe |”? Nay, fuch fights might drawithem
not only/to defire to die the deach of the righteous,
bitt alfo to refolve to live their lives.. Lf carnal
men faw believers going off the ftage with fuch con-
fidenkcerand joy ; as  becomes thefe that are eatering
into eternal reft with €hrift; and thefe that are go-
ingyoutof a howling wildersniefs to a glorious Caia-
an it might be a powerful invitation to them to go
and feck after the fame felicity.

3dly. This likewife would be very edifying and
confirming to all that fear God. How much would
it contribute to eftablith them! in the praétice: of ho-
linefs, : and’ to’ qdicken: them in their diligence in
ferving and glorifying of God/in the days of their
health, to ‘hear! a! dying: believer fay, ‘““Of a'l the
time which I Have ever lived, Thave no comfort
now in: reflidting upon one hour, but what I fpent
in the fervice.of God. ~ Where. I to begin my Iife,
I would redeem time more: cavefully than :ever.
One hour in communion with Ged is: far fweeter
than many years {pent in worldly pleafures; - Come
here, then, allye that fear God, :and:1 will tell yon
what he hath{ dene for my‘foul.: @ tafte and fee
that God is gedd;” ;

4thly, Condider the examples of ‘God’s children
in former ages, how ufeful and edifying their words
have been, at fuch a time toall round about them;
Buc this head I intend to infilt fully upon afterwards,

Qiteft. But how fhall 1 behave o as I may glorify
God and edify others, when: I am {ick or dying? 1
would havedome particular directions for it.

Anfw. 1ft,; You may do this by your patienceun-
der pairny’ and-fubmilionto:God’s will, with refped
to the event, whether life orydeath. - It is {tumbling
torothers, tor fee believers frecful;in trouble, and
unwilling tarleave the worldy when God' calls them:
But it ‘s molt convincing ‘and - confirmihg to fee
them frankly refigning ithemfelves (to; God’s difpof-

Iz
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al, faying, ‘‘Let God himfelf choofe for me: he
1s wife, and knoweth belt what is needful and moft
proper for me; I have no will but Gods will.”
For any man to defire to live when God calls him to
die or to delire to die when God calls him to live, is
equally a {in of cowardice; for he that defires to
live, is afraid to look death in the face; and he
that defires to die, would flee from fome calamity,
and take fhelter in death. But he is the'moft va-
Hant man that can die willingly when God would
have him die, and live as willingly when G od would
have himlive; thisis true chriftian valour.

2dly, By pious exhortaticnsand warnings to thefe
that are about you. It may be the laft occafion
yon may have of glorifying God this way: O do
not loofe the feafon which may be ufefully improved
or the good of fouls. ¥or thus a believer may bring
fmore honor to God, and more advantage topre-
cious fouls by his f{icknefs and death, then ever he
did by all his health and life in the world; for their
fpeeches have more weight with people at fuch a
time then at any other. Hence the Patriarchs,
kncwing the prevalency of fuch words,do urge Jo-
feph with Jacob’s dying: charge, Gen 1, 16. 17,
¢ And they fent a meflenger unto Jofeph faying,
Thy father did command before he died, faying, fo
thail ye fay unto Jofeph” Forgive, I pray thee now,
thee the wefpafs of thy brethren,'s &c. Andaswe
ought to be readyto give good counfel to all when
_we lie-on fick beds, fo efpecially we fhould be con-
cerned for children and near relations: they are
more affected than others with our ficknefs, and o
will they be with our fayings; our adimonitions may -
do them good, when we are rotting in the duit,

Queft. What ought to be the fubje@ of our dif-
couries and exhortations to others at fuch a time?

Anfw. 1ft, It is very proper to be much in coms-
mending the mafter you have ferved, and the excel-
lency of his fervice, to thefe that are about you
Tell-them of che equity and govdnefs of thefe laws
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which you have obeyed, and of the bounty and
faithfulnels of that Lord whom you have worfhip-
ped; loved, and praifed ; and of the greatnefs and
eternity of that reward you.are going to pofefs.
Let the children of God ‘extol their father, and his
care of them and kindnefs to them. Let the ran-
fomed of the Lord magnify ‘their Redeemer; and
his wonderful love and fufferings for them. Tell
others' what fweetnefs and fatisfation you have
found in: your ewn experience in attending God’s
ordinances, ‘and' in' fecret duties ; ' wnat com‘ortyou
have found in Chrift, and the promifes of his cove-
nant, « And thus let”your laft breath be-ipent in
exalting and: commending Chrift'and religion to o-
toers. :

24dly, Be warning others of the vanity of theworld, -
and of all itstwealth and pleafures. 'Fell them tha
they may fee by your cafe, that thefe things which
people are bewitched with in the day rof their health,
‘can fignify nothing to a fick or dying man ; they
cannot eafe us in our pains, they canafford nolpeace
to a troubled foul, they cannot lengthen our lives
one hour, and far lefs can they {ave from the wrath
of anangry God, ¢ Oh,”” may you fay, “ what a
miferable cafe had I been in’at this time:if I had
no better portion than this world, and nothing elfe
to look to but its riches and pleafures! Wherefore,
Sirs, fet not'you hearts upon it, but forfake it be-
fore you be forfuken by it, and make choce of that
which will be fupporting to youin the evil day.”
3{1{ y, Be warning them of the evil of {in. and what
mifchief and deceitfulnefs, you have 'found in it.
Tell them, that though the devil and the flefh would
tempt you look on f{in as a harmlefs; thing, yet
the pleafure will foonbe gone; and a fharp fing will
be lefc.behind: Sin will appear no: light; nmteer, -
when the foul'is going henge into the awful prefence
of a holy God.  You would give a thoufand worlds
then for Clirift, and the blood of atopement to an- -
Swerddriyour dinss 15lese siue Fer s s o)

I's
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4ttly, Tell them the great difference betwixe
€ godly and the wicked man’s choice,  The godly
uan chufeth the better part that cannot be taken
rom him ; he lays vp his treafure in heaven where
none can reach it, {o that it yiclds him rich fup.
piies when ficknefs and death: come upon, him,
But O how foolifh is the wicked man’s choice, that
for a moment’s flefhly pleafure, doth lofe his im-
mortal {ou] and everlafting happinefs ! Warn them
to mind the one thing needful in time, and not to
pamper their body for the worms, but to fet them-
ielves prefently to clofe with the offers of Chrift, and
make ture an intereft in his righteoufnefs to cover
them in the evil day. 3

5thly, Be telling them of the evil of floth and neg-
ligence in the work of their falvation; and be exhort-
ing them to mind it, and do it with alk their might.
For however fome may cenfure and deride God’s
people now for their firictnefs, diligence, and zeal
m the matters of religion ; yet when they come to
die, they will be ready to wifh that they had been
more diligent in falvation work; that they had
Joved God, fied to Chrift, and had fought and ferved
him with all their hearts and fouls; and to ery, *“ O
for alittle more time ! O if God would recover and
try us once more with health, how diligent would
we be!” And tell them that thefe who have been
moft ferjous and painful in falvation work, yet, when
they come to die, do much lament /their floch and
negligence : yea, thefe that have been moft re-
proached by the world for their diligence and fer-
vency, do often with at that time, *“ O that we had
been a thoufand times more diligent and laborious
in God’s fervice !

6t4ly, Labor to perfuade others of the preciouf-
nefs of time, the wifdom of improving the time of
youth, and of health, and the great folly of delay-
ing repentance, and of putting it off to a fick-bed, Say
to them, ¢ I find now by experience, thata time of
ficknefs is a moft unfit feafon to do any thing to
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urpofe for the foul; my mind is fo diverted and
midifpoled for fpiricual work by fioknefs and pain,
that I canuot atcain to any fuitable compofure for it.
And how, miferable were I, if I had all my work to
begin at this time! O take warning, and improve
precious time, and efpecially the day of the gofpel,
the time of the fpint’s firivings, and the iime of
youth, which is the moft ufual feafon of the coaver-
fron of fouls, and of bringing {inners into acquain-
tance with fefus Chrift.”

. —
Direcr. VL. Let God’s children; when fick or dying.
be expreffing a great concern for the advancement
of the kingdom of Chrifl and of true religion inthe
rifing generation,
7@ EAL and public fpiritednefs for Chrift’s inter-
L eftis very bécoming his people in all the peri-
ods of their life, but more” efpecially at this time.
When Chrift is ready to take you to his kingdom in
heaven, O be not unmiadful of his kingdom on
earth. It would be acceptable to God, and plea.-
antin the fight of men, to fee you exprefling a warm
concern for the riling age, and for promoting the
welfare of the fouls of your childrea, and others that
furvive you: and feeing you can be no longer ufeful
to thefe you leave behind, By your councils, exam-
ples, or prayers, as formerly ; do your utmof for
them now. And this concern the children- of God
in time of {icknefs may evidence feveral ways.

1/2, By earneft prayers to God, both for the prof-
qerity of his church, and theflourithing of religion in
general, and alfo for your children and relations in
particular, that they may be a holy feed, and a gen-
eration to ferye God, and thew forch his praife in the
world, when youare gone off the flage.

2dly, By intrufting the care of your children’s ed-
ucation to fuch tutors and guardians as will be much
concerned for their fouls, and will fet before them
godiy examples and inftractions in  their young and
tender years.

3dly, By filling your latter-wills and teftaments
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with many pious advices and folemn ‘charges t’o
your children and relations, with refpec to their
fer\:ing of God, and worihipping him in their fam-
ilies and in fecret: fo as ‘they can never look into
your teftaments, and’ the legacies left  to them, but
they will hear fome thing that may be affelting. up-
flirring, and edifying to their fouls. i

4thly, By honouring the Lord with your fubftance,
and leaving fomething of what God hath blefled
you with to pious ufes ; particularly for the religious
education of the children of ‘the peor, for buying
Bibles tothem, and other good books; ‘and for pro-
pagating of Chriftian knowledgein ignorant places,
fuch as the highlands and iflands, by eredting and
maintaining fchools therein; which glorious work
is happily begun, and pretty far advanced by that
honorable fociety at Edinburg, whofe treaturer is
ready to receive donations from all fuch as the Lord
pleaieth to move to make a free-will offering for
promoting that pious defign. Many pious perfons
have contributed already thereto; and it were defira-
ble that others, whom Geod hath enabled for ig,
thould mind it before they ‘die; for by fatal experi-
ence we may obferve, that the moft godly parents do
not know how their children will employ the eftate
they leave them, whether as fuel for their lufts, or
as il to feed the lamp’s in God’s fanctuary. It is
proper for themfelves then, before they .go off the
ftage todifpole of fome part of their fubltance, for
the glory and fervice of that God who gave it
unto them,

5ibly, It-might contribute to promote piety, and
to malce the deeper impreflions upon the'minds of
your children and friends, if under the warnings of
death, you fhould imitate the example of ‘the proph-
et Elijah, who in'his life time made writing which

he procured to be delivered to king Jehoram after his

death, 2 Chron, xxi. r2. So in. like manner you
L Sl il e 3

ughL write letters; aud leave them in the hands of
your fri

1ds and executors; full of advices, charges,
admonitions, coalolations, or threatenings, to be de-

4

¥



Afflicted Man’s Companion. 105

livered to your children or friends, upon occafion
either of their good or bad converfation after your
death : which probably would be more regarded by
them, than the counfels you gave them in the time
of your life; for in fome refpeét they would be re-
ceived and read by them, as it they were letters from
heaven.

Direct. VIL Let the children of God labor to fortify
themfelves what they can againft all Satan’s temp-
tations and affaults, which they may expelt to meet
with in time of ficknefs and affliction.

TIME of afilition is commonly a time of

A tempration : for the old ferpent knows the

fictett {eafons for aflaulting the children of God;

and he will notbe wanting to improve this opportu-
nity of advantage for fetting upon the poor foul.

When Pharaoh heard that the people were entan-

gled in the wildernefs, he purfued them : fo when

Satan {ees afoul entangled with diftrefles and trou-

Lles, he thinks it high time to make an attack. He

feeks to winnow and {ift away the believer’s grace,

and therefore he comes when the cornis a thrething
by the rod. When Job was finitten in his eftace,
health, and all other comforts, then this coward falls

. upon him, and tempts him to impatience, murmur-
ing and wrong thoughts of God.

At this time, O believer, you have fpecial need to
be on your guard, and lock out. Reckon alway g,
when {ickuels or trouble cometh, the prince of this
world cometh alio. Stand then to your defence,
and put on your armour, efpeciully the thield of faith,
that you may be able to quench the fiery darts of the
devil. You have need at this time to put in pradtice
oar Lord’s direction; * Watch and pray, that ye en-
ter not into temptation.” Pray for witdom and fkill
to counteract him, and that you may not be ignorant
of his devices, and pray particularly for grace to
make you proofagainit all his falle reprefentations
of ‘God and his providence to you; for he that durft
reprefent Job falfely to an all-fecing and all-knowing

-
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God, will with much boldnefs reprefent God falfely! ‘}#
to you, who fee and know fo hetle. He wil be,
ready to tempe you to think that God is angry with
you, aud deating with you as an enemy. Thus was;
Job tempted; Job xxxiii. xo, 11. ** Behold he-find-,
eth occalions againft me, he counteth me for his e-
nemy: lie putgecth my feet in the {tocks, he markethl
all my paths.”  But obferve what Elihu - anfivers,
¢ In this thou art not juft; God is greater than
man, Why doft thou ftrive agaidft him ? for he
giveth not account of any of his matters.” But fee-
ing I fpoke before of the wrong thoughts of God,
which we are apt to harbour in- time of afiliction,
Chap. I1. Dired. 3. I fhall proceed to {peak of {ome
other temprations wherewith Satan "doth  affault
God’s people when in diftrefs, and furnifh fome an-
{wers thereto. : bak o

1. Saith the tempter, * Thou artnothing but a
hypocrite: all thy religjous performances have been
done in hypocrify, to be {een of men: thou never
haft repeated or believed  fincerely in the fight of
God.” : (¥ Pt

Anfiw. T acknowledge: there hath been much ‘hy-
pocrify in me, but 1 hepe it is not allowed and
reigning hypocrity ; L always  wyeltled againit itz
wherefore I am not an hypoerite. I regarded the
efteem of men too much, but I hope I value the ef-
teem of God much more. - My faith and repentance
are weak, but IThope they arefincere. And whatever
defeéts and fhort comings bave formerly cleaved to
thefe gracesin me, I do now unfeignedly repent of
all my fins, I'look to hiim that I pierced, and mourn:
I am heartily willing to-be juitified by the: rights
teondire(s of - Chirift alone. and to be cleanfed and
fantified by his Spirit; and here I give up myfelf
to Chrift as my only Saviotr. ~And this I hope is,
tl‘:rough grace, troe repenting and believing, which
God will “accepry; for Chritt’s ifake, whateveri iy
former defeéts have been. ! b gdiril

Tempt. 2. Butfaith the tempter, “Thy repentance

14"
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cannot be true; for thy heartis not broken, and
thine eyes donot Ihed tears for f{in.

Anfw. Ttis my very great burden and conftant
complaint to God, that I cannot attain to a greater
meafure of forrow and concrition foriin: butyetit
is my comfort that repentance is not to be confined
to fuch degrees and {fymptoms of forrow as fome do
win at. - 1 hope I can fay through grace, that my
heart is fet againft all {in, great and fmall: and I
would give all I have in the world'to be wholly de-
livered from fin. :

Tempt. 3. Saith the tempter, ¢ But thy day of
“grace is paft, it is too late for thee to think of re-
penting or believing : ‘God  will not accept of thee
now.” 1

Anfw. But I hopeit is not fo with me; feeing God
gives me a heart that pants after God, and Chrift,
in the way of commanded duty.  The offers of fal-
vation through Chrift are made to all who believe
and repent; and lare penitents are not excluded
from the benefit of thefe gracious offers more than
others. i

Tempt. 4. But faith the tempter,“‘ Thou art none
of God’s elect, and if thou be not chofen to falvation,
thoua canft not be faved.”

Anfw. Secret things belong to God, and it were
prefumption in me to pry into his fecret decrees;
but one thing I am fure of, that every foul that is
chofen to faith and repentance, is alfo chofen to fal-
vation; but I truft God hath chofen me to the for-
mer, and therefore to the latter.

Tempt. 5. But faith the tempter, * You over-value
your graces and duties, and {o they cannot be true
and real.” :

Anfw. But I count them all but lofs and dung
in comparifon of Chrift. I defire’always to be deep-
ly humbled under a fenfe of my finfulnefs and un-
worthineis, and to abhor every motion that would
carry me away from Chrift and his righteoufnefs,
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and .would tempt me to rely on my grace and duties,
or put them in the least in Chriii’s room.

Terapt. 6. ¢ T'he iflue of thy ficknefs 1nay bcwdeath,
afid'thou art. not ready : for thon hait no aflurance
of thy falvation.”

Anfw. A perfect certainty is not to be expedied
here; there will be {till fome queitions, fome doubts
and fears ; but thefe I yefolve not to indulge now,
but to break throvgh all. that I may embrace Chrift,
and be found in him. The defires of my foul are to
Chrift, and the remembrance of his name : and fuch,
I believe, he will not fuffer to perifh, * I believe,
Lord help my unbelief.”

Tempt. 7. ** But thouart a firanger to the invifible
world ; how wilt thou adventure into that world
of fpirits, with which thou haft fo little acquaint-
ance?”’

Aifw. But Chrift, who is my head and beft
friend, is no firanger to it; heis the Lord of that
land, and provides manf{ions for all his people there ;
aud he will recieve every one of them home, and
lodge them fafely. ** The fpirits of juft men made
perfect,” were once what my fpirit now is; they
were ftrangers to that world before they came to
it, as well as I3 but their head being in it, encour-
aged them to go to it ; and now they rejoice in it as
the kindly dw elling-place of all the faints,

Tempt. 8. * But thou art vile, and God is infinite-
ly pure and glerious; how canit thou think of ap-
proaching fo near to him ?”

Anfw. Thoigh a weak eye be not able to look up-
on the fun, yet I hope to be fitted and ftrengthened
for that glorious fight. Befides, God doth now ap-
" pear to vs in his Son Chrift, where his infinite glory
is pleafantly vailed fo as the faints may behold him.
Thefe glorified fouls above were once vile as well
as others? but their Saviour did cleanfe them, and
prefent them to the Father without fpot or wrinkle.
And whutever be my unworthinefs, I am relieved
by confidering my uaion with Chrift, and looking

ot
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on the glory and dignity of my head. Surely God
will not defpife the members of his dear Son, nor
trample on any that are his fleth and bones.

Tempt. 9. ** But what will become of thy wife
and children, when thou art taken from them ?

Anfw. K1 truft God fo willingly withmy foul,
and my eternal concerns, why I may not truit Lhim
with my relatlons alfo ? Have I not feen how won-
derfully he hath provided for others? Doth not
every thing i the world depend on his will and
pleafure ? How ealy isit then for God to fupply his
own ?

Tempt. 10.** But ftill death is terrible to nature,
even the king of terrors.”

Aafw. But my Redeemer halt tafted death for
me, and taken out its fearful fling ; ke hath con-
quered death, and keeps the keys of death and hell,
Wherefore through him will I fing, “ O death,
whereis thy fting » O grave, where is thy viGtory?”

Tempt. x1. * Butitis terrible to think of appear-
ing before God’s tribunal, to be tried and judged.””

Anfw. But my friend and interceflor will be the
Judge there. Will Chrit condemn the members
of his own bedy, and thefe he hath fo often com-
forted ?

But befides all thefe, a holy God may fometimes
fuffer the tempter to affauls his own people in time
of their affliction with his fiery darts and his fierceft
battering engines, fuch as temptations to Atheifm,
blafphemy, defpair, &c. whereby their fouls may be
terribly fhaken, and fore amazed.

Your relief in this cafe is to look to your head,
and remember how he was himfelf buffetted by this
enemy, aflaulted with the moft odious temptations,
that he might thereby ger an experimental touch
and feeling of your condition, in order to his fympa-
thizing with you, and relieving you from this ene-
my, whom he hath already conquered in your
name; But for thefe things he will be -enquired of

X



110 Afticted Man’s Companion. k«, “;
by the houfe of Ifracl. You muft aét faith on your
exalted head. *

CH A DTV

Containing {fome fpecial diretions to unregenerate
perfons, when afflicted by ficknefs or otherwife.
Direct. L. Tuke a [erious view of the miferable
condition of | a Chriftle/s perfon under ficknefs or

heavy affliction. y

1/ ONSIDER the vaft difference betwixt yonr
C cafe, and that of a true believer ; he hath
ground of confolation in the greateft diftrefs, but

ou have none. However fharp the rod of correc-
‘tion be to him, yet it isin the Land of a Father:
but you have to do with an angry and fin-revenging
God: and who may ftand in his fight, if once he
be angry? for he commands both the Airft and.fe- 9§
cond cieath, and he can caft you both into the grave -
and hell at once, Rev. vi. 8. ** Hell followed the

" palehorfe.” Death is the king of terrors, but hell
is a thoufand times more terrible. When God af-
fli&s his children, he ftands to them in the relation
of a loving Father ; but he deals with you as an
incenfed judge. Thovgh he fees it neceffary for
their good to chaftife them, yet he doth it with a
relenting hand ; yea, every firoke goeth as it were
to his heart, Ifa. Ixiii. 9. ¢ In all their afflition he
was aflli¢ed.” But when he arifeth to punifh his
enemies, he firikes- them with hatred and detefta-
tion, as a man would do a toad or venemous crea-
ture. ‘Though they cry he hath no pity, Prov.i,
26. * 1 will lavgh at your calamity, and mock |
when your fear cometh.” X

2dly, If your ficknefs threaten you with death,
what a dark and melancholy profpe@ muft you
have of your approaching change ? Why, O Chrlft-
lefs foul, it is what you are wholly unprepared for,
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The old houfe fall downs about your ears, before
you have anether lodging provij:d. W hen death
cafts you to the door, you Maye ro where to lay
your head, unlefs it be on a bed of fire and brim-
ftone. C how furprifing and fearful will the change
be, that death will make on you! A change from
earth to hell, from light to darknefs, from comforts
to terrors, from hope to difpair, from the offers of
grace to the revelation of wrath ; a change from th
fociety, of faints’ on earch, to the company of. the
damiied in hell. Whatever fond hopes of falvation
you have now, your hopes thall lead you no further
than to the king of terrors, and then “¢ your Lopes
ihail be cut off, and your traft like a fpider’s web.”’
Job viii. 18.  Though it coft you much pains to
weave and {upport this web now, it will prove a
weak and {lender defence to your foul, whea death
comes ;with his befom of deftruction, and fweeps both
you and ‘it away to hell. You will then be taken
from all the means of grace you have abufed, and
be forever deprived of an opportunity of buying oil :
your lamp fhall go out to death, and never be light-
ed any more,

3dly, In this extremity you have no airth to look
to for comfort. O Chriftiefs {inner, what will you
do in the day of vifitation ? ‘To whom will you flee
for help ? Your houfes, your lands, your money,
your honours, your companions, your relations, will
all be miferable comforters to you. Every thins
will look black and difmal round aboiit you. If you
look without you for help, you may fee you friends
weeping and lamenting your cafe; but thiz will do
nothing but increafe your vexation and mifery, If
you look within you for relief, conftienee, that be-
fo‘ oa would not fudfer to fpeak, will meet you
witlt bicter ftings-and upbraidings. It will bring ‘to
yourview the fuis you had forgot, the time you have
mifipext, the health you have mifimproven, the o'-
fers of grace you have refafed, the great falvation
you have negletted. What folly was it for thee to

K 2
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provoke God, and {light Chrift, for a little worldly
profit, or a little brutith pleafure ? Can thefe relieve
thee when the arrows of the Almighty flick within
thee, and the terrors of God do fet themfelves in ar-
ray againft thy foul ? In the mean time the devil,
that tempted you to your foul-ruining courfe, will
ftep in, and reprefent your fins in their blackeft co-
lors and aggravations to render you altogether
hopelefs and defperate. O finner, thou that refuf-
eft reft from Chrift in the day of health and grace,
fhalt find no eafe from the creaturein the day of
ficknefs and death. Your ficknefs will allow no
reft to your body, and your fins will permit no eafe
to your foul, You may expect the fulfilling of that
threatening, Deut. xxvviii. 6 5~—67. **The Lord fhall
give thee a trembling of heart, and failing of eyes,
and forrow of mind. And thy life fhall hang in
doubt before thee, and thou fhalthave fear day and
night. In the morning thou fhalt fay, Would God
it were even: and at even thou fhalt fay, Would
God it were morning,” becaufe of the pain of thy
body and anguifh of thy {pirit.

Direcr. IL. Let unregenerated perfons carefully im-
prove their ficknefs and affliction, as means to fur-
ther their converfion; and pray that God may blefs
it for that end.

ANY have hegun their acquaintance with

God, and with themfelves in the time of af-
fliéion; the furnace is frequently the Spirit’s work-
houfe, where he forms his veffels of praife. There
are many who, while health and firength continue,
mind nothing but vain pleafures; one day they go
to their games and {ports, another day to their cups,
and lafcivious company, another day to v“ng
their friends; and thus they fpend the whole time
of their health and profperity in {in and vanity., Al
the warnings, counfels, and exhortations of parents,
friends and minifters, do them no good, they can-
notendure to entertain a {erious thought of God or
of Chrift, of death, of heaven, of hell, or iudoment
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to come. But when God doth calt them into fick-
nefs, or fome great afflition, they, through the
bletling  of God, begin to eome to themfelves, like
the prodigal, and think of ‘returaing again to their
Father. Several inftances to this purpofe might be
given. The earl of Rochefter is'a late’ one, “whofe
life was notorioufly lewd, profane, and atheiftical,
and who had wickedly employed his wit ‘and parts
to redicule all religion; yet when he was affficted
with pain and ficknefs, and brought to the gates of
death, he began to entertain quit ‘other apprehen-
fions then he had done before; he profefled hz hid
ferious and reverend thoughts of religion and holi-
nefs, which before he langhed at; he moft earneftly
and affetionately warned others to abandon® theis
evil courfes, and to live religioufly and foberly, and
to look upon religion as th= greateft reality in the
world ; he retracted all his impious and profane lan-
guage, wherewith he nfed to refle& on the ways of
godlinefs, and willingly attefted all chis under his
hand.

Pray then for the divine bleffing on your ficknafs,
that it may coatribute to the converfion of your
fouljewhich it doth feveral ways. 1ft, By opening
men’s eyes toget a true fight of things, to behold
religion inits true fhape, andfin inits proper col-
ours; hence the rod is faid to give wifdom, Prov,
xxix, 15 They who have mocked at religion, and

_miade light of fin all their days, havebeen taught by
bodily ficknefs to change their tune. Thea they be-
gin to have an efteem of the Bible, and to value and
fend for a pious minifter, and to defire the prayers of
the people of God. Now they precei\'eih{‘ to be
bitter as gail and wormwaood, they lothe and abhor
that which they liked before; now the word of
God makes deep impreflion on them, and particular-
ly fuch a word as that, Jer, ii. 19. “ Know there-
fore and fee, that it is an evil thing and bitte -, that
thou hait forfaken the Lord thy God,”"
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2dly, Sicknefs helps to fet the word preached home
upon the heart. When God {peaks to us in the day
of health and profperity, we oft give him a deaf ear,
Jer. xxii. 21. But when diftrefs comes, it brings the
words of God, and of his miniiters, to our remem-
brance, as it brought Jofcph’s to the remembrance
of his bretheen, Gen. xliii. 2r1.

a3dly, Sicknefs contributes to loofe a man’s heart
from the world, and to cool his love thereto; where-
by a great hindrance of converfion is removed out
of the way, and the man is madeto fay, * How vain
and helplefs are the world’s comforts to me now !
thefe things I delighted in formerly are taftelefs to
me at this time. There is no portion can fuit my
foul’s needs, but God himfelf.”

4thly, It fpurs a man on io prayer that formerly
neg‘;e&ed it.  When the prodigal is brought to dif-
trefs, he fays, ¢ I will arife and go tomy father.”
He forgat his father before, but now he will addrefs
him, Hof. v. 15. ¢ in their aflliGion they will feek
me early.”  Thus the Lord frequently begins and
promotes the converfion of fouls to himfelf. And
O finner, if thisbe the fruit of thy ficknefs, it will not
be unto death, but the glory of God.

Dixrer. I, Be careful toobey God’s woice in the
rod, and beware of flighting it. A
VERY ficknefs hath a meffage from God, and
his voice you ovghtto harken to with rever-
ence and atrention, Micah vi. 9. What faith he to
you at this time ? O {inner, he faith ¢ Rerire from
the world, think on death and eternity, abhor thefe
Jufts and idols which God is fmiting you for, flee
fpeedily to the fivong hold; repent, and be convert-
ed, that your fins may be blotted out.”” This is
God’s voice to you, and confider how provoking it
will be to him, if you flight it.
1/}, You will proveke God to flight your voice’
when you cry to him, and ftop his ear againft the
voice of your {upplications, Zech. vil. 13.



Afflictea Man’s Companion. 115

2dly, You will provoke God to ceafe from being a
reprover to you, fo that he will{fpeak toyou no moye-

3dly, You will provoke him to bring heavier judg-
ments on you, yea, fo to draw his fword of juftice
againft you, that he will {heathe it up no more, ashe
threathens, Ezek. xxi.

athly, God may break off all intercourfe aud cor-
refpondence with you, as with thofe, Ezek. xx. 31-
¢ As I live, faith the Lord God, I will not be in-
quired of by you.”

5thly, He may feal you up forever under your fins,
hardnefs, and pollution; and fay to you as to fome
we read of, Ezek. xxiv. 13, Hof. iv. 7. Rev. xxii.
11. “Becanfe I have purged thee, and thou was not
purged, thou fhaltnot be purged from thy filthinefs
any more, till I have caufed my fury to reft upon
thee. Ephraim is joined to his idols, let him alone.
He thatis filthy, let him be filthy f4ill.” = He that
is heardened again{t the voice of my rods, lethim be
heardened ftill. Well then, O finner, while God'is
in {peaking terms with you, harken to his voice, and
obey it ; fay,*“Lord, what wilt thou have me to
dO ?n

Direcr. IV. Caft buck your eyes upon the fiuns of your
by pafl life, and labour to be deeply humbledfor them be-
Sfore the Lord.

SEEING you are fummoned to prepare for go-
1y ing to the judgment feat of God, where your
foul is to receive its final fentence; labour to pre-
vent the terror of that appearance, by your jndging
yourfelf beforehand. And this you muft do, by
fummoning yourfelf before the bar of confcience, ex-
amining narrowly into your ftate, accufing and con-
demning yourfelf for your fins. And fee that you
‘be impartial in this work, willing to know the truth
and difcover the worit of your cafe. You muft fee
and be duly fenfible of your danger, otherwife you
cannot think to efcape. Take a narrow view of
your {insin theirnasure, number, aggravations, and
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defervings. And in order to this, if th:,u_ haft any
meafure of firength for it, lec the expofition of the
ten commandments in our Larger Catechifm be ‘difs
tinctly read over unto thee. Make a_paufe upon
every queftion, and fay within thyfelf, * Have I 1ot
not omited what is here required by God? and have I
not committed what is here forbidden by God? how
oft have I repeated, thefs {ins? how long have T liv-
ed in the pralice of them? Tl do mnot fo_ many
years {ins need very ferious repentance, a very deep
humiliation? “ O! doth not fucha vile finner as I,
ftand greatly 'in need of Chrift to my cautioner and
ranfomer for fuch a vaft number of {ins? will not their
weight prefs me eternally down to the loweft hell,
‘if they remain unpardoned, and be laid upon iy
back?” Wherefore view them clofely, and confefs
them particularly before God, ,

1/?, In the fir{t place, bewail thy original {in, the
fountain of all thy actual tranfgreffions, as did Da-
vid, Pfal. Ii. 5. * Behold, I was fhapen in inipuity,
and in fin did my mother conceive me,” g

2dly, Acknowledge and mourn over the finful
outbreakings of thy life, whereby thou halt diflion-
ourned God, and grieved his holy Spirit; and efpec-
ially fins againft light. b

34ly, Be humbled for thy fins of omiifion, for neg-
leting of commanded duties, particularly for the
neglect of prayer in fecret, and of family religion.

4thly, Mourn for the lofs of precious time.” Alas
for the time of yoath mifpent, maay Sabbath days
trifled away!

5thly, Lament thy long flichting of Chrift, and
falvation throvgh his righteouinefs, which fo pref-
ingly hath been offered to theein the gofpel. :

674y, Bewail thy f{uling the conviftions, and

motions of the Spirit, and thereby
to d t from you,
7 unthankfulnefs to God for
ght have allured
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8thly, Confefs thy ftubbornnefs under former af-
flitions, which hath provoked God to fend new tri-
alsupon you.

9thly, Be humbled for thy earthly/mindednels, in
that thou haft all thy days been careful and cumber-
ed about many things, and haft negle@ed the one
thing needful.

rothly, Mourn for the latenefs of thy repentance,
and thy prodigious folly in delaying fo long to be-
think thyfelf, and turn to the Lord. * Oh how un-
wifely have I aced, to niifipend the time of health,
and delay fo great a work till now, that I am laid on
a fick-bed ! and now, if I die before I am converted,
I am loft forever. O Lord, I am athamed and con-
founded at my madnefs-and folly, and have no excufe
toplead for myfelf, but muft ftand afar off with the
poor publican, and fmite upon my breaft, and cry,
God be merciful to me a {inner.”

Direcr. V. Flee prefently to Fefus Chrift by a true
faith, and clofe with him as offered to you inthe gofpel.
RT thou fenfible, O finner, of thy grievous
A uilt and ill-defervings before God? then do
not defpair : for Jefus Chriit, who hath offered to
divine juftice an all-fufficient facrifice for fin, is offer-
ing himfelf to thee, faying, *“ O diftreffed finner,
look unto me and be faved. Turn unto me, why
will yedie? Come unto me, heavy laden foul, and T
will give you reit. He that cometh to me, I will in
no wife calt off.” Will not fuch gracious words,
fuch moving calls, melt thy heart within thee, andiie
make thee cry to him, ¢ Lord Jefus, I flee to thee as
my refuge, for deliverance from {in, and protedtion
from the wrath to come: Ilook to thy wounds, I
truft in thy righteoufnefs, I depend on thy merit, I
lie at thy feet, and this I am refolved to do as long
“as I have breath to draw in the world.”
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Dirrcr. VL Call for the eldersiof the church that
they may pray over you i/z_)'our./fckn.g/}. : S
r§~HIS is the apofile james, his direction to the

fick, James v. 14. ¢he doth not fay, if any be

fic... let him fend for the phyficians, butfor the elders
or miaiiters.

It is true, phyficians are to be called, but not in
the firft place. It was Afa’s fanlt that in his dif-
eafe he fought not the Lord, but to the phyficians ;
and, alas, how many follow his example! Minifters
are oaly called for in the laft place, and very often
when time is paft, the fick being at the point of
death, and fcarce capable to fpeak or hear. But if
-you defire to reap benefit by the inftructions and

- prayers of minifters, call for them timeoufly, and
open your cafe unto them ; feek their counfel, and
beg for their prayers. It is their office.to teach and
pray for you, and they have authority to offer fal-
vation to you through Chrift, and to minifter com-

fort to them that are cait down; wherefore. a blefl-

ing may be expected on their minifirations and per-
formances more than others, . Hence God faid to
Abimelech of Abraham, Gen. xxy7: ‘* He is a pro-
phet, and he fhall pray for thee.” And to Job’s friends
concerning Job, Job xlii. 8. Goto my fervant job,
and he fhall pray for you, for him will I accept: left
that I deal with you after your folly.” / '

{o at the {ame time he directs you, james v. 16. to
confefs your favlts one to another, Chriftian to Chrilt-
ian, ore friend to another.the people to their minifs
ter. INot that this gives any warrant for the Papifls
their auricular confeffion, which they force vpon all
‘men to their priefts as a {atisfaction for fin, and

where they rack their confciences (when they feel

‘no difirefs) to confefs their moft fecret fins, to enu~
merate them all under pain of damnation, and which
they ufe asa politic to dive into the fecreéts of princes,
ftates, and a'l private perfons : But as Luther, €al-

* Anundlaftly, Remember that as the apofle James en-
joins the fick to call for the elders to pray over them,



Afflicted Man’s Companion, 119

vin, Beza, and many others of orthodox divines do
teach. itis very profitable and necellary for tl fethat’
are inwardly troubled with afenfe of their fiis, to
eafe and difburden their confciences, by coafe’liiig of
them to the faithful minifters of Chirift in order to
their recciving fuitable counfels and cot {olations
from them, fuch as Chrift hath left in his word for
contrite-hearted penitents :

Thus let every man in ficknefs ufe all appoint-
ed means for preparing his foul for a future ftate.
Thy preparation will by no means haften death,
but fweeten it to you. Death muft furely have a
moft formidable afpe@ to an unprepared finner :
he may falute it as  Ahab’ did Elijah, ¢ Haft thou
found me, O mine enemy ?”’ why? it brings hea' y
and doleful tidings to him. But a prepared {foul
may fatute death, Welcome. O my friend, thou
bringeft me tidings of great joy ; everlafting deliv-
erance from fin, and all the bitter fruits of it. I
fhall never complain of thele any more.

i o ke it

Containing dire@ions to the people of God, when the
*Lord is pleafed to recover them from ficknefs aid
©_diftrefs. !

Direcr, L It it very proper both under ficknefs and
after it, to examine if the affliction be fanétified to
you, and hath come from the love of God. Loy
T would be very comfortable for us to know'

that ithe atilitions which God vifits us with,
are not the punithment of a judge, but the chaftife-
ment of afather; that they do not proceed from
. wrath, but from love: that they are not curfes, but
bieflings, to us. Now, the belt way of knowing
thls is by the effedts which they work and produce
in s, through the bleifing of God:
/7. Canit thon fay, that thy afli®ion hath hum-
bied thee in'theé (ight of God, and made thee confefs
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and bewail thy fins and firayings from God as the
< - . : i ‘L )
procuring caufe thereof ? Hath it been like Mofes’s
rod, that fmote the rock, and fetched out much
water ? Did you water your couch with tears, and
mourn humbly before God, for all thy God-provek-
ing fins > Then itis a good fign ficknefs is fanctified.
2dly, Doth thy aflliction drive thee nearer God,
and caufe thee aim at clofer communion with God,
in duty than formerly, faying, ¢ However carclefs
and overly I have been in duty in time paft, it'is
furely good for me now todraw nearer to God ?”
Then thy ficknefs is a blefling to thee.
3dly, Affliétion is fan&ified, when the corruption
and deceitfulnefs of the heart is the more difcovered
and laid open to the view of the foul: {o as the’man
is made to abhor himfelf in duft and afhes, and cry
out as the leper, ‘“ Unclean, umclean.” I never
could haye thought my heart was {o wicked as now
Iifee ir.
4#hly, Tt is a fan&ified ficknefs, that purgeth the
heart and changeth the life, and gives a dead ftroke
to thy fins and idols, and makes thee to lothe and
abhor them mare than ever, faying with E?hraim,
*“ What have I to do any more with idols ?’
s5thly, It isa blefled rod, when grace is more quick-
ened and ftirred up thereby, and the man turng
more fruitful in holy duties and good works; when
it is a budding and blofloming rod, like to Aaron’s,
Numb. xvii. Itis recorded there of Aaron’s rod,
that it brought forth buds, blooming blofloms, and
Vyielded almonds. So it is happy with us, when our
rods and ficknefles do produce in us, not only the
buds of a profeffion, or the bloffoms or fome begin-
ings of a reformation; but even caufe us to yield
almonds, fruit favoury to God. Is confcience bes.
come more tender with refpect to fin ? Are we more
jealous over our hearts? Are we more fervent in
prayer, more lively in praife, more mortified to the
world, more defirous of communion with God ?
Then may weday with David, ¢ Itisgood for us we
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have been afflitted ?” and with Hezekiah, “ Thou
haft, in love to my foul, delivered it from the pit of
corruption.” -

Darecr.IL Make confeience of offering to God the fa-
crifice of thankfpivivg, uton his recovering thee
from fickne(s or any diftrefs.

HE Plalmift gives us this dire@ion from God,

Pfal. L. 14, 15. and he thews us that it was his
own practice in fuch a cafe, Pfal. cxvi. 1. Piall ciii;

1, 2,3, &c. The command is juft, let, us obey it ;

the example excellent, let us imitate it. Praife is

comely for the upright. Here I thall give foine mo-
tives and advices,

1/2, God, who is the author of all thy mercies
and deliverances, gives you tonziies for this very end,
that you may blefs and praife him for thefe mer.
cies, James iil. 9. Hence man’s tongne is called
his glory above the reft of the creatures. Pfal. lvii, 8.
Tlhiere is none ih the creation fo endued and qualifi-
ed for praifing God, as man is. Angels have rea.
fon and minds, whereby they adore and admire
God’s goodnefs and exceliency, but have no tongues
to praife him; beafts have tongues, but withont
fpeech or reafon to ufe them : but man hath both
reafon and {peech, that he" may both admire God’s
goodnefs, and with his tongue found forth God’s
praife. See then, O believer, that you ufe your
tongue to anfwer the end of your creation. God
lofeth his due rent of praife from the reft of the
world, but he expeds it irom his children, whom he
hath formed for this end, and on whom he hath be-
{towed many diftinguifhing favours,

2dly, The facrifice of thankfgiving is moft pleaf:
ix}g and acceptable to God. He loves your tears
and prayers, O believer, but much more your praifes,
How well pleafed was our Lord with the poor leper
Samaritan, that recurned and gave him thanks for
curing his bodily diftemper? Luke xvii. He difmifl-
ed him with a fpecial blegmg, and cured him of his
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foul’s difeafes as well as of his body’s. And there-
fore,

3dly, Confider that thankfulnefs for thy mercies
received is a moit prefitable courfe for ourfelf; for
it is the way to get more and better bleflings beftow-
ed upon you, according to Pfal. Ixvii. 5, 6. ** Let the
people praife thee, O God. Then fhall the earth
yield her increafe : and God, even our own God,
thall blefs us.”” Thank{giving for former mercies is
a kindly way of petitioning for new favours, and
God will uuderftand it in this fenfe.

athly, God is fo well pleafed with the duty of
thank{giving, that he honours it to be the eternal
work of heaven. Whereas other graces, fuch as
faith, hope, and repentance, will then be melted into
love and joy forever, fo other duties of worthip, fuch
as reading, hearing, and prayer, will then be chang-
ed 1ato that of praife and thankfgiving: the glorifi-
ed company above will never be weary of this work;
and fhall not we delight in it now, when God s call-
ing us to it by fo many new mercies?

In the next place, that thou mayeft offer the fac-
rifice of thank{giving to God for thy recovery, with
gracious acceptance, I {hall lay before you the fol-
lowing advices. £ ;

1. See that your heartbe touched with a fenfe of
the greatnefs of the mercy, and of the goodnefs of
God manifefted therein. We muit put a due value
upon our mercies, and have our hearts affected with
God’s kind dealing towards us in them, if we would
be rightly thankful to God the author of them.—
Hence it was that David called wpon his hearc, and
all within him, to blefs the Lord for his benefits,
Pfal. ciii. 1. and in Pfal. cxxxviii. 1. he faith, ¢ I
will praife thee with my whole heart.” As in an
inftrument of mudic, the more found comes out of
the belly of it,itis the fweeter ; fo our praife is che
more acceptable to God, when the heart is full of
gracious affections. :
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2. Let your pr‘éife be the native refult of faith and
love in your foul, otherwife it will be but an empty
found. Faith is neceilary to draw by the viel, and
fhew us the perfections of the invifible God, who is
the {pring and author of all our mercies ; love gives
a deep fenfe of his goodnefs, enlargeth theheart to-
wards God, and opens the lips to fhew forch his
praife.

3. Study to have a deep fenfe of your own unwor-
thinefs and ill-defervings at the Lord’s hand, upon
the account of your fins, and ill improvement of
former deliverances, faying with Jacob, Gen. xxxii.
10. *“ I am not worthy of the leaft of all thy mer-
cigs’

4. Look above inftruments and fecond caufes, and
do not afcribe your recovery to phyficians or out-
ward means, but to the Lord, the prime author of
it, whofe blefling alone it is that gives efficacy and
fuccefs to the appointed means, and by whofe mercy
only we are fpared and brought back from the gates
of the grave. To this the apoftle attributes Epa-
phroditas his recovery, Phil- i1. 2. ** Indeed he was
fick nigh unto death, but God had mercy on him.”
Hence we are told, 1 Sam. ii. 6. *“ The Lord bring-
eth dowa to the grave, and bringeth up.”

5. Obferve narrowly the remarkable circumftances
of the Lord’s goodnefs, and the {weet ingredients of
thy mercies. As for infiance, (r.) How difcernable
the Lord’s hand was in thy deliverance, which oblig-
eth thee to fay, Suvrely thisis the finger of God ?
this is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in mine
eyes. (2.) How thy deliverance came to thee as
the return of prayer, makes thee {2y, Surely he is a
prayer-hearing God. (3.) How deliverances came
when there was but little ground to hope for it. See
how Hezekiah obferved this ingredient in his recov-
ery from ficknefs. Ifa. xxxviii. 10. rr. *“ I faid in
the cutting off of my days, I fhall go to the gates of
the grave: I am deprived of the refidue of my
years, I faid, I fhall not fee the Lord, even the

2 L
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Lord in the land of the living : T fhall behold man
no more. with the inhabitants of the world,”” verfe
15. * What {hall Ifay? he hathboth fpoken to mie,
and himfelf hath done it.”> Sometimes God fends de-
liverances to his people when they are moft Lopelefs,
and faying, with the captives of Babylon, Ezek.
xxxvii. 11. Behold our bones arc driedy’ and our
hope is loft, and we are cut off for our parts.” (4.)
Remember hiow the extremity of thy difirefs was
God’s opportunity of fending relief. “Aliraham never
forgat the {cafonablenefs of God’s ‘appearing  for
him in his extreme need vy on meunt Moriah, when
ke called the name of the place Jelovah TFireh. for
preferving the memerial of it; ¢“ in the mount of the
Lord it will be feen.” So doth David. Pfal. exvi.
I wasbrovght low, and he helped me.”

6. Let the prefent deliverance bring all former
mercies to thy remembrance, that fo thou mayft
praife God for them all, whether they bemational
or perfonal mercies, public or private, fpiritual or
temporal. New mercies fhould reyive the memory
of the old, and all of them fhould come above board
at fuch a time; fo doth the Pfalmift dire, Pfal.
cv. 2. Sing to the Lord, talk ye of all his wondrous
works.” And what he dires cthers to, he practifeth
himfelfin fuch a cafe, Pl cxvi. r2. ¢ What fhall I
render to the Lord for all his benefits towdrds me?”?

7. He ready tocommunicate to others an account
of the Lord’s kind dealings towards you, and the
fweet ingredients of his mercies; and particularly.
of his fending fpiritual deliverance to your foul, as
well as outward deliverance to your body, when he
is pleafed to dofo.  And do this in order to recom-
mend the fervice of God to, others, and to engage |
and invite them to aflift you in blefling and praifing
the Lord.  We fee how 1}avid obferved his foul de-
liverances, Pfal. exvi, 5, 6. and declares his' experi=
ence to. others, Plal. xxii. z2. * I will declare’ tliy
name unto my breihren : in the midft of the congre-
gation will I praife thee.” Pfal. Ixvi. 16. ¢ Come. #
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and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare
what he hath done for my foul.” '

Laftly, Remember always to give thanks for mer-
cies to the Father, in the name of our Lord Jefus
Chrift, asdirected, Eph. v. 20. Your fpiritual fac-
rifices are only accepted to God, when you offer
them up by Jefus Chrift, 1 Pec. ii. 5. As we muit
feek all our mercies in Chrift’s name, fo we muift
give thanks for them alfo in his name. He is the
Mediator of our praifes, as well as our prayers,
Believers have not one mercy, but what comes
fwimming to them in Chrift’s blood, and is the fruit
of his death and purchafe to them : and therefore he
is to be owned and looked toin there ceiving of ev-
ery mercy. And as Chrift is the only mediator for
conveying bleflings and mercies from God to uvs, fo
he is the fole mediator for conveying all our fervices
and fpiritual facrifices to God. God accepts of
them only as they are perfumed by Chrift’s merito-
rious facrifice, and potent interceflion,

Directo L. When the Lord ispleafed to grant thee
any fignal mercy or deliverance from trouble, be-

" ware of forgetting the Lord’s kindnefs towards the.
ORGETTING of God’s remarkably kind pro-
vidences is an evil we are naturally prone unto
when we are ina profperous ftate. Hence it is that
the {pirit of God gives fo many cautions againdt itin.
his word; and the faints of God do fo folemnly
charge their own fouls to beware of it, as in Pfalm.
ciil, 2. ‘* Blefs the Lord, O my foul, and forget not
all his benefits; who healeth all'thy difeafes, who re-
deemeth thy life from deftruction.”” Forget not his
Dbenefits, but carefully preferve and treafure them
up in thy memory. It was ufual for faints under
the Old Teftament to fet up fome vifible monument
to remind them of God’s fingular favours to them;
they ereted ftones, and built alters, to be memo-
rialsof the mercies they received, and put names on
the places for this end. Let all this teach you to

L3
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guard againft ‘this evil of forgetting t}\.e Lord’s
Kind providence in recovering you fromdicknefs,

Youare guilty of this evil, when youdo not duly
value the mercy, but let it pafs as a turn of com-
wmon providence. W hen youlet the imprefiion of the
mercy wear foon off your hearts; when you make
bad cfe of it, or do not rightly improve it to God’s
glory, and your own foul’s good; when you do not
put on new refolutions to walk more exadly, live
more fruitfully, and ferve God more holy and
humbly ; then are you guilty of forgetting his ben-
cfits. ;

This is an evil moft grievous and provoking, to
a good and gracious God, as is evident from the
many heavy complaints he makes of his people for
it, as in Judges viii. 34. Pfam. Ixxviii.. 11. Pfal. ovi.
13.  Wheretore watch and pray againft it.

Drnvere IV. Inguire after thefe fruits of righteou/-
nejs, which are the genuine effects of affliction in
the ctildren of God, who are duly exercifedthereby,

THE apoftie fpeaks of thefe fruits, Heb. xii. 11.

& as natively following upon fanétified afflic- #

tions, and a kindly exercife of {pirit under them,

Arditherefore it is your duty to inquire if they

Le produced in you. -

‘gl The inercafe of true repentance is one of thefe
“fraits which 1s the produc of fandified trials. - Job
found it i himfeif on tke back of his atfliétion, chap,
‘xlit 6; % Now I abbor myfelf, and repent in duft
Pand afhes.”  Ic would be happy, If we could find
oy hearts more foft and melting upon the view of
fi1, atter 'we have been in the furnace of afliction,
‘0 iadly,  Another. fruit is the improyement of faith.
“/Fhe ‘afficted believer is taught to look to, and de-
" pend more wpon God for help in time of need, and
lefs uponthe creature. He now fees that vain is the
help' of mian in the day of calamity. and that God
wrChrittis the only proper objeét of the foul’s truft.
This was the fruit of the apoftle’s aflliction, 2 Cor, i,
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8, 9, 10. ¢ We were prefled out of meafure, above
firength, infomuch that we difpaired even of life.
We had the fenteace of death in ourfelves, that we
fliould not truit in ourfelves, but in God that raifeth
the dead ; who delivereth us irom fo great a death,
and doth deliver : in whom  we truft that he'will
yet deliver.”

adly, Humility and low thoughts of ourfelvesiis
one of the fruits of righteoufneis which fanétified af-
fliction doth yield. How proud and lofty was Neb-
uchadnezzar beforg he was affli¢ted, Dan. iv. 29, 30.
But afterwards he is made to own God,.and hum-
bly {fubmit to him as his fupreme and incontrolable
Sovereign; and to acknowledge that'thefe who walk
in ‘pride, he isable to abafe, ver.737. + Thiswas
God’s defign in the various trials of his people If-
ragl in the wildernefs, Deut. viil. 16. ¢ That he
might humble thee, prove thee, and do thee good
at thysJatter end.” © See then, O believer, if this
fruit be produced in thee. p

4thly, Another fruit is the {pirit of prayer and

fupplication,  « This was vifible in the Plalmift’s
) * 3 . .
caje; after dpd had:delivered him from the forrows

of death; and heard iiis voice, Fial. cxvi. 2. ** There-
fore, fays he, will I call upon him aslong asTlive.”
O, faith the true believer, God’s mercy to me in
trouble. and his {ending me relief when I cried to
him, wiil make me love prayer: the better, and en-
gage me to be more diligent in it all my days ; for
1 ftll fee I have daily nced of his helping hand.

5thly, Heavenly-mindednefs is a fruit of fandified
afflition. Before the man was inclined to that
language, It is good for us to be here, let us build
tabernacles in this lower world. But now he turns
his tongue, and changeth his thoughts, and faith,
with the Plalmift, ** It is good for me to draw nigh
to God. Arife let us depart, this is not our reft.”
This world is nothing but the houfe of our pilgrim-
age, heaven only is our Lome, ‘
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6thIy, Another fruit of fancified trials, is greater
love to God than formerly. How much fwas Da-
vid’s heart warmed with fove and gratitude to God
upon the back of his afilition, fo that he wants
words to exprefs the affections of his foul ? Pfal, exvi.
1.8.12. ¢ I will love the Lord becaufe he hath
heard my voice. I wasbrought low, but he helped
me. Thou hait delivered my foul from death,
mine eyes from tears, and my feet from failing.—
What fhall I render to the Lord for all his benefits
towards me ?”’

~thly, Learning and keeping of God’s word is a
fruit of fanétifed affliCtion, Pfal. exix. 67. 71. Let
us inquire if this fruit be produced in us after fick-
nefs. Do weattend to the word more clofely ? do
we believe it more firmly ? do we embrace its offers
more earneftly ? and do we live more in the expec-
tation of that glory which the word doth reveal to
us ? ¢ Then itisgood for us we have been afilicted ;
for we have learned more of God’s word.”

8thly, Tendernefs of confcience is a happy fruit of
fanctified trouble ; when the believer, after it, be-
comes exceedingly afraid of {in, and of making new
wounds in his confcience. He cannot think of ad-
venturing again upon any known fin : for the fmart
of former wounds, and the pain they occafioned in
his foul, when diftrefs lay upon him, makes deep and
lafting impreffion on fhis mind, as it did on the af-
flited church, Lam. iii. 19, 20. * Remember mine
affliction, and my mifery, the wormwood and the
gall, my foul hath them ftill in remembrance, and is
humbled within me.” Now fuch fruits of righteouf-
nefs are an evidence we have been fuitably exercifed
under afllition: Q to find them produced in us af-
ter ficknefs is over.
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Direct. V. Be careful toperform thefe refolutions,
enpagements or vows, you have come under in the
time of ficknefs : and walk fuitally to them.

S a time of ficknefs and afilition is a proper
feafon for making vows to God, and binding

our {fouls with refolutions to mortify fin in the heart,
and purge it away from the life, and to be diligent

in duty, and walk more humbly with God; fo a

time of recovery from ficknefs is a proper feafon for

paying and performing thefe vows. ‘This was the

royal Plalmi{t’s practice in fuch a cafe, Pfal. cxvi. 6.

16, 17, 18. “ I was brought low and he helped

me. Truly I am thy fervane, I am thy fervant, T

will offer to thee the facrifice of thankfgiving. I

will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the prefence’

of all his peop'e.”” Now for your afliitance in this
matter, I offer you thefe few advices.

1/}, Defer not to pay your vows, but be fpeedy,
and take the firft opportunity to pay them. Delays
in this cafe are moft dangerous: Solomon, that wife
man, was feafible of ‘this, which made him give thee
this advice, Ecclef. v. 4. * When thou voweit a
vow unto God, defer not to pay it.”

2dly. Be ftill jealous of thy heart which is prone
to deal treacheroufly with God after afflictionis oyer.
The Ifraelites practice is a fad inftance of this truth,
Pfal. Ixxviii. 34, &c. ** When he {lew them, then
they fought him, and they returned and inquired
early after God, &c. INeverthelefs they did flattér
him with their mouth; and they lied unto him with
their tongues; for their heart was not right with him,
neither were they itedfaft in his covenant.”” The
purpofes ‘of many in @iflictien are like the vows of
mariiters in a itorm; they are the firft things which
they forget and break when oncethey win fafe afliore.
However patient fome feem to be in ficknefs, yet
when they recover from it, they {foon return totheir
ald {ims again. They are like metals in a furnace,
they melt and turn;liquid while in it, but when'out
they foon retura to their old hardnefs. There is good
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reafon for that caution the Lord givesus, Mal.ii. 16,
¢« Therefore take heed to your pirit, that you deal
not treacheroufly.”

3dly, Cry continvally for ftrength from above to
enabie you to perform your vows. The Pfalmift
took this courfe,andfound it fuccefsful,Pfal. exxxviii,
3. ** In the day when I cried to thee, thou anfwer-
edft me, and firengtheneft me with firength, in my
foul.” And forget not, O believer, that God has
treafured up firength for thee in thy head and fure-
ty Chrift Jefus; wherefore be ftill borrowing from
him, for the performing of all thy engagements, 2
Tim.ii. 1. ¢ My fon be ftrong in the grace that isin
Chrift Jefus.”” Put thy treacherous heartin thy Sure-
ty’s hand, for though thou art weak, yet thy redeem-
er is ftrong. Whenever then you firft perceive your
heart begin to ftart afide from God,be fure to check
it, and look up to God in Chrift for ftrength and fe-
cure it againft treachery and perfidious dealing : cry
with the Plalmift, ¢ Be furety for thy fervant for
good.”

4thly, Guard diligently againft thy predominant
{in, the fin that hath moft eafily befet thee, the fin
that was moft bitter and vneafy to thee in the day of
diftrels. Keep a narrow eye upon it now ; for if
once that {in be got vanquifhed, the reit will the
more eafily be put to flight.

5thly, Be frequently meditating on thy vows, and
on the conditiou thou wait in when they were taken
on, and ftudy to keep alive in thy heart the fame
apprehenfion of things after ficknefs which thou
hadft in the time of it. How vain and comfortlefs
did the world and its vanities then appear to thee !
how awful were the truths of God on thy fpirits !
how far preferable was the loving-kindnefs of God
to thee than life! how precious was Chrift then in
thy eyes! O that your judgment, thoughts, and

impreflions of thefe things may continue ftill the
fame.
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6thly, Keep up the imprefiions of precioufnefs
of time, that you may diligently improve it; and
fhake off {loch and idlenefs. femember what a view
you got in the time of ficknefs, of loug-lafting eter-
nity ; and what a trouble it was to you to look
back, and fee how much time you had loftin fin and
vapity. When fometimes we are brought to the
brink of eternity, the near views we then get of its
vaftnefs and unchangeablenefs, are fometimes o aw-
ful and amazing to us, that we are ready to think,
though we had Methufalem’s years to live, it would
be unreafonable wilfully to miffpend one hour of
them all. Well .then, is ficknefs ever, our tme {0
thort, and fe littl: of it remaining behiud ? will we
be fo foolith, as to be laviih of it {ll, and trifie it a-
way as before ?

=thly, Set a fpecial mark upen all thefe fins, whe-
ther of omiflion or commiflion, that made death io
look grim and ghaftly upon you in the time of fick-
nefs, and againt which you refolyed; and fee to get
every one of them amended and removed, Re-
member and confider how fad it will be for you, if
{icknefs find you again in the very fame f{ins which’
formerly ftung you. What will you fay to con-
{cience, when it fhall challenge you ? How will you
look death in the face, if it fhould find you living in
the very fame fins you formerly mourned for, and
promifed againdt!  Death would then be the king
of terrors to thy foul indeed.

O then, mind thy vows, and fay with the Pfalmift,
Plal. lvi. 12, 13. “Thy vows are upon me, O
God: I will render praifes to chee. For thou haft
delivered my foul from death: wilt not thou deliver
my feec from falling’ that I may waik before God in
the light of the living 2 :

CHAP.
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Containing direions to the unregenerate, when they
are recovered from ficknels, and reftored to health,

Direcr. L. Secing the affliclions of the wicked are
unfanctifi-d, it is necefJary you examine what fort of
affliction yours hath been. and what fruits it hath
produced in you.

HAVE in the preceding chapter fhewed, that

the afflitions of believers are fatherly chaflife-
ments proceeding from love; that they are fanéti-
fied, and yield the peaceable fruits,of righteoufnefs;

I have given the marks of fandified affictions, and

mentioned the happy fruits which they produce in

the children of God. ;

On the other band, it is neceffary to let Chriftlefs
perlons know, that their aitliftions are of a different
kind; they are even puniihments from God as a
judge, proceeding from wrach: they are unfandi-
fied to them, and produce no fruits, but what are
bitter and unfavo.ry.

W ell then; O Chriftlefs foul; thou haft reafon to
fufpect che worft concerning thy ficknefs, that it hath
not been {andtified, aud its fruits are not good. O
then, labour to know the truth of the matter, that
thou mayeft be humble under a fenfe of thy mifery,
ard tiee to jefus Chrift for relief. Aund for thy af-
fiitance in this inquiry, I will give fome marks of
unfauctified affli¢t.ons.

/¢, if ficknefs hath not humbled thee under a
fenfe of thy fins, the procuring caufe thereof, nor
any wife hath weakened fin in thee, nor reclaimed
thee from it, but it remaineth in thee as ftrong as
ever ; it is a fign thy affliGtion is unfandified. 1'his
was the cale of thofe of whom God complaineth,
Jer. di. 30. “*In vain have I {mitten your children;
they receive no corre@ion.”” As if he had faid, The
phyfic I gdve them did not purge out {in ; nor
weaken corruption in the leaft, They have been

.
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firicken, but not grieved for fin ; the fire hath burnt
round about them; but they have not laid fin to
heart, that kindled the flame.

2dly, 1tis a mark of unfan@ified afllition, when,
it hath no influence upon a finner to bring him to a
ferious communing with his own' heart concerning
the eftate of his f:’)'n.l, and to inquire in what terims
he ftands with God that affi¢s him. ‘God’s voice
by afflidtion is that in Hag. i. 7. * Now confider
your ways.” In the day of adverfity confider where
you are, what you are, what you have done, and
what is the meaning of the rod; and’what will be
the iffue of it through eternity, in cafe it hath a-coni-
miffion to cut the thread of life.” Now when a man
remains ftupid and carelefs about thefe important
matters, and never noticeth the voice of affliction,
foas to iuquire ferioufly about kis foul’s eondirion
* Am I under a covenant of works, or a covenant
6f grace? Am I achild of God or an enemy of God?
Havel fled to the city of refuge. or am I fillin a
fhelterlefs ftate ? Am T ftill under a cloud of wratli,
oram I brought under the banner of love?” I fay,
where there are no fuch inquiries,. the afflition is
unfanctified, : : :

3dly, Itis a certain fign of unfadtified afflidtion,
when a perfon grows worfe by it, and revolts tite
more he is fricken, like thefe, Ifa, i. 5.

Rueff. When may it be faid, that a perfon grows
worte by affliction ?

Anfw. 1. When the {inner’s heart turns harder
than_it was before: fo every plague on Egype, in-
creafed the plague of hardnefs in Pharach’s heart,
It fares with many hearts. as with iron that is of-
ten heated in the fire and quenched in the water; it
{hill increafeth in hardnefs, 2. When a perfon giv-
eth way to impatience and winrmuring againft God
while he afflicts him. 3. When the luttsiof the
heart grow more firong; and impetuous, and after-
wards rage the more, that they have been {lopt in

M i
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their courfe by afflidtion. In fuch cafes a perfon
grows worfe by the rod.

Dinect. IL Confider the great danger of not being
bettered by fickne s, and of nut complying with the
voice of God’s rod.
~ OD’s voiceby hisrod doth loudly call {inners

to repentarce, and fleeing to the Lord Jefus

Chrift for refuge from wrath, Now, when this voice

is not harkened to, but men goonin their fecure

and finful courfe as before, God 1s highly provoked,
and the iffue will be terrible. For,

1/, Though ficknefs be removed, and the furnace
of affli®ion be cooled for the time; yet the wrath
that kindled it, continues ftill to burn. And you
have ground to fear left you be ranked among thefe
who are the generation of God’s wrath, againf}
whom he will have indignation forever.

2dly, 1f lefler rods do not awaken you, you may
expeét greater and forer judgments are coming on
vou. Yea, God may caufe them to come rolling
thick upon you, as waves and billows in a ftorm,
one upon the neck of another. The great depths,
both above and below, may be opened together; the
Jdifpleafure of God, and wrath of men, may confpire
and meet to pour out themfelves as water-{pouts up-
on you at once: and to whom then will ye look for
help?

3dly, The Lord may give over dealing with you,
or ‘ufing any further means to reclaim you; he may
refule to correct yon any more, or beftow a rod upon
you. for your good, and fay of you, as of Ephraim,
Hof. iv. 17. ** Ephraim is joined to his idols, let
‘him alone.”

4thly, The Lord may give you up to fpiritual
plagues and judgments; and indeed this commonly
is the refult and obftinacy and incorrigiblenefs under
outward rods. When Ifrael would not harken to
God’s voice, he gave them up to their own hearts
lufls, Pfal, Ixxxi, 11. 12. Now, thefe plagnes arg



Affiicted Man's Uvmpanioit. 135

the feverehtof all others. External judgments are
God’s rods, but fpiritual judgments are his fworcs,
which pierce the very foul. Blindnefs of mind,
hardnefs of heart, fearednefs of confcience, vile aitec-
tions, and « reprobate fenfe, are the very forerunners
of hell and dammation, Thefe who are impeniter:
and unfroitful under outward afllitions, have ca/e
to tremble left God be provoked to inflict thefe /pi-
ritual judgments.

sthly, Be affured, though God {pare you loug, yet
the glafs of his forbearance will at length run out.
God’s patience towards finnners hath a term and
bound, over which it will not pafs, The time will
come, when a long fuffering God will at laft fay,
“ My fpirit fhall no longer firive;” and the angel
will cry, as in Rey, xiv. 7. ¢ The hour of God’s
judgment is come.”  You that abufe God’s patience,
and prefume upon it, his treaty of peace will end
with you in a little, and the maifter of the houfe will
rife up and fhut to the door. Then patience will
come down, and juftice will afcend the ftage, and
trample upon, and triumph over, all that abufe di-
vine patience, Sodom was a wonders of God’s pa-
tience for 2 long time; but now itis a lafting monu.-
meat of his anger. »

6thly, If you be not bettered by God’s rod
fparing mercies, then your prefervation at prefent
will be nothing but a refervation for the day oi God’s
wrath. And the longer your cup of fin is a filling,
the fuller fhall the cup of God’s wrath be for you ;
by your impenitence and abufe of God’s patience,
you treafure up wrath for yourfclves againit the day
of wrath, Rom. ii. 4. and though you be delivered
from fome judgments, you are referved for woric,
yea, feven times worfe, according te Lev. xxvi, 23,
24. Nay, there is a raining blow defigned againi}
you, both foul anl body, as foon as your cup.is tull ;
and the axe is already laid to the root of the tree,
Matth. iii. ro. One blow of God’s axe will cuc you
off forcver, ;

M2
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member this, O finner, though God’s hand be: &
] you at prefent, and his melienger death be
for-alictle ¥ecalied, 'yet he will quickly return and
knock o loud:atwyour door, asnot to be refufed.
And what will you do in the day of vifitation ? how
yhaily muit the pale horie Le, when hell follows
him at the heels ? and how hot and fiery muft that
hel be, which is inflamed and blown up by fo long
impegitetce and abufe of patience ? 3

Diaver. UL Fonder at the paiience of God in fparing
ch bell-deferving finners as you arcy and be thaik-

j ATHalong {vffering God preferved the thread

K ¥ of your life, whea it was almoft fnapt afunder
by the violence of ficknefs? hath he freed you from.
racking pains, under which you were groaning ?

- nay, faved you from the grave and hell,into which
vou were falling ? and have you not caufe of won.

" dering and thankfgiving? To move you to it, con~
fider thefe few things, :

1/?, How miferable had you been through all e-
ternity, if your ficknefs had carried you oft to ano~
ther world in your fins ? You had been howling with
damned fpirits, under endlefs and eafelefs torments,
and forever cut off from thefe hopes and offers of
mercy you now have. Then the mafter of the houfe
would have had the door fo barred againft you as_
it could never have been opened again to you, knock
2s you would, Luke xiii. 2%:

2dly, Confider How keavily youn have burdened his !
patience with yotr heinous fins, and frequent re-

lapfes thereinto; and that afeer conviétions, calls,
and various rods fenttoreclaim you; fo that he was' |
patto fay; as in Ameos ii. r3. * Behold I am prefl-
ed under you, as a cart is prefled that is full of
flieaves.” He was over burdened with your fins, fo
that the axe! atience was ready to break,
inco hell, and yet, behold he bears

and let you fal
with you {lil,
3¢y, Confider how foon he could have eafed him~'
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felf of the load, and ‘fhaken you off into the pit of
deftruétion. In a moment could he have done it,
and yet he bears many years with your fins that are
{o grievous to him. Yea, it is with a fort of reluc-
tancy that he eafes himfelf of finners, after he gets
thie utmoit provocation, 1fa, i. 24. ** Ah! I will eafe
me of mine adverfaries.”’

4thly, How ready is he to turn away his anger,
and reprieve finners from deftru&ion. when in their
diftrefs they make but a fhew of repentance, and
turning unto God ! as we fee in Pfal. Ixxviii. 36, 36.
He, like a tender hearted prince, calls back the war-
rant for their execution, after it was gone forth.

5thly, Confider how much many Chriftlefs fin-
ners are beholden to Jefus Chrift for fparing mercy.
He is reprefented by the drefler;, Luke xii, inter-
ceeding that the fruitlefs fig-tree might be {pared
and tried fome time longer, after orders given to
cut itdown. Were it not for fefus Ckrift, O fin-
ner, however much you forgetand flight him,; you
had furely been in hell long ere now. How oft
doth he obtain another year, and after that another,
for the unfruitful {inner, and unthankful abufers of
divine patience!

6thly, Confider how fparing mercy hath diftin-
guifhed you from many others, who lived not fo
long, nor finned fo much as you have done. God
haclh wounded the hairy. fealp of many, and taken
them away in their youth; when he hath continued
you to manhood, and perhaps old to age: though
your {ins and il defervings be greater than thele
ofmany, en whom he hath long fince taken venge-
ance. i

God hath left many alfo toffing and groaning on
beds of pain. when he hath eafed and raifed you up.
O then, return like the thankful leper, and magnify
the God of your health. Hath God diftinguifhed
you from others by his goodnefs? It becomes you
to diftinguifh yourfelves from others, by your
thankfulnefs. O that men would praife the Lord
— - S

——
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for his cocdnefs! wadeferved and difiinguifting &
gu\:(};xci;! y b

USiove vouto this, let me fet the example of
Hezzkiah before you, Ha, xxxviil. and there fce how

thankfully and affetionately he remembered the

Lord’s mercies in  recovering and delivering him
from the bivcer afli&ion be had heen under, ¢ I

the world. Likea erane or fwallow, fo did I chat-
ter ; T did mourn as a dove. - Behold; for peace I
had great bitternefs; but thou haftin Jove to my
doul delivered it ffom the pic of corruption.” The
living fhall'praife thee as'l do this [day.” Yea, he
was fo overcome with a fenfe of the Lord’s pa-
tieace and mercy towards him;-that he is at a lofs
how to exprefs it, verfe rg. * What fhall Ifay?
¥He hath beth fpoken unto me, and himfelf hath
% done it | & )

Letall who are recovered from ficknefs, ftudy to
imitare that good king in holy admiration and
thankfulnefs to'the God of their life, :

Direcr. IV, Study to innprove the [paring mercy and
gooduefsof God 10 you ima right and fuitablemamer,
"y SINNER, hath God brought you back from*
(}‘~ the gates of death, and brink of hell, reftored
you fo heaith, and given you a new offer of mercy |
and falvation throvgh Chrift in 2 preached gofpel,
ich you formerly defpifed 2a, Strive now to im-
ho Lord’s patience andikind dealings to-
wards you with the utmoft care, and abufe his pa-
tience no longer. .~ And in erder thereto, take the
foliowing counfels. G AR
1 Be deeply hemlled for your former obftinacy
and_impeniteney, notwithjtanding of God’s gracious |
and patient dealing. O let the jfparing mercy and
gocdnels of God towards thee lead thee to repent-
ance, which is the native defign of it, according to
Rom. ii, 4. ** Defpifeft thou the riches of his;@-
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nefs, forbenrmce, and long-fuffering, not knowing
that the gootlnefs of God leadeth thee to repent«
ance?”’ As if he had faid, ¢ Doft thou notfee, O
T m't hie kind providence of Godin fparing and re-
covering thee from ficknefs; taking thee by thehand,
and peinting out to thee to go 'to thy clofet to
mourn and weep for all thy by paft fins, and parti-
cularly for thy mispending the time of | healih, and
abufing of the Lerd’s patience?” The confidera-
tion of David’s goodnels and forbearance towards
Saul, melted Saul’s heart, for as hard and rugged
as it* was, and made him to lift up his voice and
weep, and fuy to David, v Sanm. xxiv. 17. &
¢ Thou art more righteous than I ; for thou haftre-
warded me good, whereqs 1 have rewarde(‘ theeevil.
And thou hafk fhewed t! 1is_day, how that thou haft
dealt well with me; ior at much as when the Lord
had delivered me into thine hand, thou kitledit me
not. For (fays he) if a man find his enemy will hew
let him go well away?”” ‘Oh far mnore reafon haft
thou, O nian, to weep and cry, ** God hath foum‘ me
his enemy, yea in' my enmity and’ 4ins, fightin g
againft hinfelf; le had me on 2 hcl\ Led, and on
the very brink of hell, and the leaft touch of his hand
would have theaft mein s but yec he hath {pared his
enemy, and letme go well away. Ch, wiil net thefe
cords of loye draw nie, and this matchlels gooduefs
invite and hire me to repent ? Can any counfideration
in the world be more poweriul than this to melt my
hard heart into tears of holy thame and forrow for
my {ti{ff-neckednefs and rebellion againit a gracious
and long-fuifering God ? Away with thefe curfed
*God-provoking {ins of mine ! down with thefe wea-
pons of rebellion ! let me never lift them more againft
fuch a merciful fovercign !”

11, ?w‘m;ly nnl\ru ¢ the jfime which God in his
long-fuffering hathleng u.mcd outto you in working
out the falv ation of thy foul. 'Have you fo long
been loading the patience of God with your fint 3
have you many a day been grieving his Loly Spiri
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by trifling away your time, {lighting his motions and.
venturing on {ins againit light? O then beware of
burdening his patience any more:" but diligently
harken to every motion of God’s {pirit, and of your
own confcience for the time to come. You have
much work to do and but little time to do it in,
therefore lay hold on every opportunity for carrying
it on. The confideration of the much time you
have already loft and miflpent, fhould make you the
more diligent in what remaineth. How much of it
have you loft in youth ? how much in ignorance ?
how much more in negligence? how much in world-
linefs? how much in paftimes ? how much . in idle
words ? how much in adtual fins and provocations
againft God? and now it may be near the evening
of yourday. And will you not fpend the evening
(which-God is mercifully lengthening out) with ex-
traordinary care and diligence? If a trayeller lofe
the beginning of the day, he muft travel the fafter
in’ the evening, otherwife he may fall fhort of his
journey, and have his lodging to feek when night
comes. Paul had miffpent much of the beginning of
his life; and this confideration (when his eyes were
opened) did ftir him up to be the more diligent in the
fervice of God, fo that he was more zealous than any
of the reft of the apoftles. O man, follow his exam-
ple, and trifle nolongerin the work of God, . Art
thou not convinced thou haft fquandered away e-
nough of this precious treafure iof time already ?
And wilt thou alfo mifipend and throw away the
little that remains ? Gh ! be not {o foolifh,

III. Be careful to raze all falfe foundations, and
build your hopes of falvation, upon the only fure
rock, Jefus Chrift. Let it not difcourage thee to
dig to the foundation, that fo much of thy day is
loft; for it is better to do it late than never. Re-
member how miferable is the condition of that houfe
which«is built upon the fand, Matth. vii. 27. “Fos
when the flocd comes, and the ftorm arifeth, and
beats upon it, great and difmal will the fall of that
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honfe be.” Do not build your hopes of heaven vp-
on God’s abfolute mercy, upou your conviétions, up-
on your freedom {rom grofs fins, upon your prayers
or tears, upon yous morality and juit dealings with
men: thoagh thefe be necelfary and excellent i
themfelves, yetthey are falfl: foundations for to build
the hopes of your juflification and falvation upon,
feeing they are wholy infufficient to bear fuch a
weight. However much thefe things have been ef-
teemed and valued by you formerly, in the matter of
jultification; yet if you refolve to be a wife builder,
you will let them allow go, yea, count them all but
lofs and dung, that you may win Chrift, (our only
hope) build oa him alone, and be found in him, not
having on your ownrighteoufnefs, which is butfilchy
rags,

Well then, raze and tearup every falfe founda-
tion dig deep, till you win to the rock Chrift. Dig
deep into the holy law and nature of God, dig till
you {ee the infinite {triGtnefs of divine juftice, theun-
{peakable evil thatisin fin, the hidden vilenefs and
abominations of the heart, your own inability to do
any thing for your help and relief. Dig yet further,
till you fee ti:e infinitc tvinels and freenefls of Goa’s
grace in Jefus Chrift, that fuitable remedy that an-
fwers all a poor finner needs. Digdeep, and digon,
till you win to this rock; let your cry be ftill to
God, Lord, lead me to the rock Chrift, and his ali-
fufiicient righteoufnefs only A& faith vpon this
rock, rely on it, build all your hopes on it, and fay,
* This is my reft forever, here will I' dwell, for I
have defired it. Lord, the defire of my foul is only
to Chrift, and to the rememberance of his name. His
name is as ointinent poutted forth; therefore do the
virgins love him.,,

IV. If you would rightly improve the fparing
mercy and geodneltof God, let it lead you to re-
pentence and reformation of life. Turn from  all
thefe fins, whether of omiflion or commiffion, now
in the day of healch, which confcience challenged
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you for in the time of ficknefs. Mind Chrift’s cau-
tion and warning to healed finners, John v. 14,
¢ Behold thou art made whole: {in no more left a
worle thing befal thee.” O let {in die with thy fick-
nefs; and donot relapfe into thy former fecurity and
finful ways. Beware of returning with the dogs to
thy vomit, and like the fow that is wafhed, to the
wallowing again in the mire of thy former fins and
uncleanneifes ; left being entangled and overcome
again with the filthinefs which thou-now haft efcap-
ed, thy latter end prove worfe than thy beginning,

Lafily, And to {fumup all I thall fay in this chap-
ter, be careful to redeem time, and adtive in provid-
ing for an eternal ftate. O prize and value the mer-
cy of health and {irength more than ever. Sympa-
thize with thele who are {till lying on {ick-beds, and
under langnifhing diftempers ; negle& not to pity
and pray for them. Remember the diftreffed cafe
you were in yourfeives, when you had no reftin your
bones, when wearifome nights were appointed to
you, and you were full of tofiings to the dawning of
the day. Confider how f{lippery is your ftanding.
Though the late florm of trouble be over, yet the
clouds wiil retara aiter rain,

Cho . He o AP NE

Containing directions to thofe fick perfins who are ap-
parently in a dying condition, and drawing near to
anotber world.

HAVE already in the firft, third, and fourth
chapters, given feveral directions concerning our
fubmiffion to the will of God, making preparation 1
for death, calling for minifters, edifying others by

our difcourfe, fectling our worldly affairs, &c. which

are very proper for dyings perfons, and therefore I

fhall not repeat them, but proceed to {peak of other

things. Only let me add this word, if you have
hitherto neglectéd to make your wills, fettle your
worldly affairs, fend for minifters to difcourfe with
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and pray over you; delay it no lenger, but do it
fpeedily, while you have the ufe of yo.r reafon and
underitanding. And what I have more to fay,
take it-in the follwing directions.

Direcr. 1. Confider mhen death flares you in the
face, that now is the time if ever to exert the ut-
moft alivity in preparing to meet with it

LAS, it 1s to be regretted that the moft part of
men negle& their fouls, miflpend their lives,
mifnprove their healths, and leave undone the
work for which they were created, preferved and en-
joyed the gofpel. Surely a near profpelt of death
and judgment cannot but be uneafy to fuch perfons,
What a melancholy thought muftit be for a dying
man, * Oh! I had all my time given me to make
preparation for endlefs eternity: and alas, I never
minded it till now, that I muft leave the ftage of this
world. Is there any hope for fuch a carelefs and
miferable finner ?”” I acknowledge the cafe is fad,

‘but yet it is not remedilefs nor defperate; feeing

there is a facrafice provided for your fins, and there

is an all-fuflicieac Saviour in your offer, who never
- did caft out any humbled foul, that came to him for
mercy. You have great reafon indeed to abhor and

.condemn yourielf before God, for your {in and folly ;

yet defpair not, but believe, whatever be your fins,

your dangers, your fears, and temptations, that Je-
fus Chrift 1s both able and willing to fave to the ut-
termoft all that come to God by him; and that his

grace aboundech more than your fin aboundeth. O

how glad would devils and damned fouls in hell be,

if they were but in your cafe, and had your offers
and hopes! how diligently ‘would they improve the
time of mercy! O be perfuaded then to {pend the
little time that now remains with the utmoft care, in
making penitent confeilion of fin to God, and apply-
ing the blood of Chrift for pardon. Nay, even the
beit of God’s people have need to be diligent at this
time, in making actval preparation for dying. Godis
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now faying to you, as Jofhua didto the'lf.melites,
Joth. i. 11.* Prepare you victuals. for \\{lthlll _th‘x.'ec
days ye fhall pafs over this Jordan, to gointo poliefs
the land which the Lord your God giveth you.”
Lay in provifion for yo.r palling over this Jordan of
death: youknow not how rough the pailage may be,

T fhall give fome motivesto prefs this diligent and
a&ive preparation ; aud therefore confider,

1fl, The fhort time of your life that remains is all
the time you have for working out your falvation.
‘W hat youdo for attaining heaven, and avoiding hell,

uftbe done now or never ; for there is no work nor
device in the grave whither thou goeft, nor is there
any coming back to this world to amend what hath
been amifs. Dying is a thing you cannot get a
trial of, it is what you can, only do once, and no
more, Heb. ix. 25, ,

2dly, Be diligent now, for as foon asdeath gets
commiffion to cut youoff, it will execute it: it will
not {pare you, nor allow you one minute more time
to prepare for eternity. The moit inercilefs enemies
have {ometines been overcome by the prayers and
tears of fuch as on their knees do beg a licile more
tiine .0 prepare for another world, and do harken
to their requefts: bur this enemy, death, will not
grant one moment’s refpite.

3dly, Confiderthat your eternal ftateand condition
will be according to the ftate in which you die.
Death will open the doors cither of heven or hell
to you, in one of which you fhall take up your eter-
nal abode. As the tree falls at death, fo will it lie
through eteruity.

4thly, Confider what a ferious and awful matter it
is to die, and go into another world, for then you
wiil have immediately to do with God your judge;
there will be no veil chen betwixt him and your foul
You will then eater into a world of fpirits, where-
with you are folitde acquainted: you are frighted
now to go info a room alone, that is faid to be
haunted by a fpiric; how frigheful then muft the
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cafe of thofe be, who are hurried into a world of
fpirits, not knowing but devils‘ muft be Fhflr Lo
panions forever! Surely then itis your mt{erext to
give-all diligence now, to make your acquaintance
with the Lord of that world, before you eater into
1t,

5thly, Put forth thy utmoft adtivity for thy fon!
now ; for, tobe fure, Satanwill put forch his vamoft
againft it. If thou be in a ‘Chriitlefs ftate at 'this
time, he will ufe all his effotts and ftracagemstokeep
thee from Chrift; either by flattering thee t}mt thy
ftate is good, thereby to lull thee afleep in.fin and
fecurity ; or by telling thee, itis out of time to help
matters with thee. thereby todrive youinto defpair.
The devil will leave no method unattempted to ruin
thy foul, when death is near: for he knows histime
is fhort 5 and if he catch not the foul then, he will
never getit: and neither can he hurt it hereafter;
forif once it enter heaven, he cantrouble it no more,

If thou art a believer in Chrift; Satan. thy malic-
ious enemy will not fail to attack thee, at this time,
with all his might; for though he may know he
cannot keep thee outof heaven, yet he will labour to
render thy pafiage towards it, as dark, tempeltuous,
and uncomfortable as poflibly he can.  But ic is the
believer’s happinefs this cruel enemy is under a
firong chain, and cannot do all he wonld; for Jefus
Chriftis the good thepherd that hath undertaken for
all his theep.  Neverthelefs, by his wife permiifion,
this adverfary may fometimes give great diiturbance
to a dying faint; “which calls thee to the greateft -
diligence and watchfulnefs at this time, It is the
obfervation of one, that as the devil is moft bufy at
the conclufion of a duty, as of prayer, that the
Chriftian may be moft difturbed and difiracted when
he is to clofeup all in the name of Chrift, and fo al]
his defires be fruftrated: fo he is moft bufy in the
conclufion of our days, and when death is at ‘hand,
feeking by temptations, diftrattions, and falfe imag-
inations, to do ws all the mifchief he can, and all

SRR ;
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becaufe he knoweth his time is fhort ; according
to that word, Rev. xii. 12. ** The devil is come
down, having great wrath, becaufe he knoweth that
he hath but a fliort time.” He may fitly be called
the wolf of the evening, mentioned in Jer. v. 6. in re-
gard he comes forth moft fiercely in the evening
of men’s lives, to fet upon their precious fouls,
Yea fo bufy is he fometimes avith believers under
dangerous {icknels, feeking to overthrow their faith
and affurance, that it is the obfervation of a good
man, that he feldom feeth a fick faint, followed
.clofe with temptations, recover of that ficknefs;
: : : , p 5
for Satan, knowing he hath but little time, proves
as uneafy to himas he can. Hence that great man
of God, Mr. Knox, faid, when he came to die ; ** In
my life time the devil tempted me to defpair, cafting
my fins in my teeth: but now in my ficknefs, he
teils me, I have been faithful in the miniftry, and fo
have merited heaven: but bleffed be God, whe
brought thefe textsinto my mind, Not I but the
grace of Ged in me : W hat haft thon that-thou haft
not received #”°  The children of lfrael had never,
fuch hot work from their enemies as when they juft
came to_enter into the promifed land.
" What need theu hat thou, O believer, to be dili-
gent in thy preparations on a dying-bed to quicken
orace, put torth thy utmoft ftrength, bring all the
‘affiftance thou canit from the Captain of thy falvation
when thou-haft fuch a cruel enemy to encounter
with! Now is the time for action, though yert it
will be yo:r wifdom to leave as little to.Le done at
this time as pofiible.

Direcr. I Continue to the laft in the exercife of
rue repentance and humiliation for fin.
 OSSIDONIUS, who wrete the life of Auguf-

tine, faith, that he heard him often fay in his
health, that repentance was the fitteft di{pofition
both for dying Chriftians and miniflers; and for
himpfelf, that he died with tears in his eyes, weep-
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ing for fin. When deathapproachethneareft,we fhould
thus ftir up ourfelves to give fin the moit deadly
blow of any we have given it all our life. Asit is
moft laudable to die forgiving finners that have
wronged us, fo alfo taking revenge upon {in that
hathinjured a gracious Gods The apofile tells us,
2 Cor. vii. 11. that indignation and revenge attend
true repentance. Wherefore, as Samuel took ven-
geance on Agag a little before his death, and Mo-
fes (at God’s command) avenged the children of,
Iirael of the Midianites juft before he was gathered
to his people, Num. xxxi. 2. and dying Samfon
gave the mofl fatal blow to the Philiftiues of any
he had given them before: fo a dying Chriftian
fhould take the fevereft revenge upon fin at laft,
which hath fo oft through his life "dithonoured God,
pierced Chrift, and grieved his holy Spirit. Itis the
laft opportunity you will have to fhew your indigna-
tion at it, and therefore do it effeCtually.

Again, conflider itis old fins unmourned for,
that many times keep believers fo much in the dark,
when they come to die, thefe do raife fo many thick
clouds about their evening-fun, and hinder them
from going off the ftage’ with fuch comfortable aflur-
ance of God’s love as they might otherwife attain
to. Thefe did very much hinder Job’s peace and
fettlement in the day of afliition, as he complains,
Job xiii. 26. ¢ He makes me to poffefs the iniqui-
ties of my youth.” Itis a fad thing when young
fins and old bones meet together. O that young
people would mind this in time! you are doing that
now which will abide with you to age, if not to eter-
nity. Sin muft be bitter fome time or other, for
God calls it a root that bears gall and wormwood,
Deut. xxix. 18. Ifrael could not have peace nor
fuccels while there was an Achan in the camp: fo
neither can you have confolation or affurance while
any {in lies unreckoned for in the confcience. Make
a thorough fearch then into ¢ld fins and mourn over
them. We find Paul frequently calling over the

N 2
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fins of s life, and even thefe he was guilty of before
onverfion ; *¢ T was injurious, a blaiphemer,” &e.
whereby he maintained much inward peace and con-
folation. DBe oft lcoking back to old {ins with in-
ward forrow and faith in Chrift’s blood, if you
would have a death-bed ealy and foft to you,

Dinzer. 1. Be mundful of all alls of juftice and cha-
rity, which may be incumbent upon you at this time.
T T s great wildom in men to fettle their worldly
H affairsin the time of health, that fo their minds
may be free for {piritval exercifes, and not difturbed
with earthly cares and bufinefs when they. come to
adying-bed; butif this hath been neglected hitherto
it muit not be omitted now. { have given directions
about it; chap. I. direct. 6. fo that I {hall fay little
here : only be careful to do juftice to every man, as
much as in you lieth; and particularly, 1. By mak-
ing a juftand rational provifion for your wife and
children. 2. By ordering payment of all your juft
debts; without defrauding any of your lawful credit-
ors. 3. By making reftitution in cafe you have
wronged any man.  If juftice be not donein thefe mat-
ters how can your fouls be difburdened of guilt 2

In the next place, forget not the aéts of charity
which God requires of ail the profefors of the gol-
pel.

1/?, Seck reconciliation with your meighbours,
where any difference or miftakes have falien in§
that fo'you may die in peace and charity with:all
about you. ) ;

24ly, Be ready from the heart toforgive thefe
that have done yowany wrong. If the natural fun
fhould nor go down upon, our, wrath, much lefs
thould the fun of our lives. If you carry an unfor-
giving {pirit with you into another world, how can
you expect to meet with a forgiving God theres
when he hath exprefsly declared, Match. vi. r5.% If
ye forgive not men their trefpafles, neither will your
father forgive your trefpafles 2”2 O then imitate your
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glorious Saviour and his martyr Stephen, who' at
their death begged mercy from God for thofe that
mortally heated them, Luke xxiii. 34. A&s vii. 6o.
34ly, 1f the Lord hath given you fubftance, ho-
nour the Lord with it, by leaving fome part of it to
the poor,” and"*o pious ufes. 1 have prefled this
once and a‘gain before, but I mention it frequently,
becaufe it is much forgotten by dying perfons in
our age. Remember, it is not left arbitary to yon
to give or not, as yo™pleafe: no, for God doth
charge it upon you as a duty, yeaa debt that you
owe him, r Tim. vi. 17, 18. « Charge them that are
rich in this world, &c. that they do good, be rich
in good works, ready to diftributc.”” And he pro-
‘nounceth them blefled who confider the poor, Plaf.
xli. 1. Igfant that people are not to leave all their
works of charity to a death-bed; thefe thould alfo be
minded in our lifetime, {o as to make our own hands
our excutors, and our own eyesour overfeers of our
charitable projeds: but furely it is a proper feafon
for fhewing charity to God’s poor, when we are
leaving them, and cannot have occafion for thewing:
it more. Remember what is recorded of Dorcas af.
ter her death, Adsix. 36. that fhe was a2 woman full
of good works and alins-deeds.  And her friends,
ver. 39. {hewed the effe@s of her charity to Peter
after her death. All which is written for our ex-
ample and admonition, that we may be rich in fuch
good works, that our friends may have them to fhow
after our death. Surely it isa {ign of the degenera-
cy of this age, and that religion is on the declining;
hand, when people generally fall {o fhort of the zeal
and piety of their fathersin this matter.
4thly, It would be a commendable work of chari-
ty in dying perfons, to be giving many good coun-
fels to their relations and children, and to be putting
many fervent prayers to God for them. So Chrift,
when near to death, committedshis fpiritual children
to his Father, and ea rneftly begged his protection
and care of them, John xvii. 1¢, % I am no more
; 2 .
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in the world, but thefe are in the world ;- keep them
throagh thy name, keep shem from the evil,” &e.
In like manner cry to God for your children:
e Loul, thou haft graciouily! given them'to' me, I
now reftore them back to thee.—They are born to
me once, O that they may ly\c born 6 thée a fecond
time ! *am leaving them in the mid¥t of fnares

and temptations, O that it may be their happinefs
u) be the preferved in Chrift Jefus ! Keep thenr by

thy power through faith™into falvation. - O take
them withia the bond of thy covenant, and be thou
their Father, to protec, dive&, and provide: for
them.' Give them a name in t“y houfe better than
of fons and daugnter“ that I may” meet with them

ny right hand with everlafting joy.’

Laftly, Be fuitably concerned “alfo fothe whole
church of Chrift, and efpecially for thefe that are in
aflliction, that God'mayloofe their bonds; fend
them hbertv and profperity in his due time,** Do
good in 1‘1) good pleature unto :Zion, build up the
walls of thy _5eruf1lem. Feace be within her wails,
and pr ofp(nty within her palaces.”

Direcr.IV. Labor wkat you can to overcime the
love of life. am!j:ar: of de u,/) : that you may attain
19 w .hwenr/.r 1o diey and leave the world w/;en Gad
callath You toit.
W T is no avonder, thata 'wicked man,; or one that :
& hath no intereftin Chrift; be unwﬂlmg to" dies
why, heis afftighted ‘with the ‘guilt "of paft fins,
and the fears of fiture torments; and it is impolii-
bie to be rid of thef€ till he become a true believer in
Chrift. No :man: hath ground to wWwelcome death
but the believer; yet it isto be regretted, that fo
many of them fhould appear unwilling to leave this
world; which is nothing to them but a wildernefs
and weary land. Lot’s foul was vexed and troub-
led in Sodom, and yet he was loath to leave it; fo
it fome believers, when called toleavea vexing world
do fhew mLcL hankering towards it, and lmgerhe.
hmd This procecds nartly frn.n nature_ which

- %X
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dreads a diffolution, and partly from the weaknefs
of grace. But O let all God’s chiidren labor to
overcome this averfion, and go forth ro-meet death
half-way, and bid it welcome. . And for  their help
m this matter, I fhall lay before them the following
arguments. i Tulidy

1/2, Confider how little reafon a: believer hath
to be much in love with this prefent life.. 1. Itis'a
finful life, fin dwells in your nature, breaks out in
your life; and pollutes all your duties. How often
have you grogned under this burden ? and fhould
you not be glad to be eternally delivered from it?
2. v isa life. of difeafes'and infirmities : and thould
you not-be willing to be cured of them albat once? 3.
ltis a life of tempration; Satan is{till harrafling thee,
and {hould you not be defirous to be out of his reach?
4. It is a life of perfecutions from the wicked : they
hate reproach'and injure you ‘many ways: and isit
not defirable to be ** where the wicked ceafe from
troubling and'the weary be at relt?" 5. Itis a-life of
clouds and - dasknefs, your fun is often’ vieled, and
your ‘evidences obfcured, whichioecations many bit-
ter complaints; and thouild you net defire that time
when the day {hall break, and all thadows fly away?
6. It is'a life of calamities and fear’s : Itis like a
flormy fea, where one wave rolls upon the back of
another ; and when one calamity is pait. 'we many
times fear a greater is coming; and fometimes the
heavens turn f{o black and gloomy, that we fear a
hurricane of judgments is ready to blow: aad
fhould you not blefs God, when he conies by death
to houfe your fouls, and fet you out of harin’s way ?
It is in mercy that God takes away the righteous
from the evil to comie, Ifa. Ivii. 1. So.dealt'he with
Joliah, 2 Kings xxii. 20. *1 will gather thée to thy
fathers, and thou . fhalt be put into thy: grave mn
peace, and thine eyes fhall not fee all the evil which
I ihall bring upon this place.” So is it obfervable
that Methufelah died the very year before the flood:
Avgultine a lictle before the facking of Hippo ; Pa-
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reous juft before the taking of Heidelberg. Luther
obferves that all the apoftles died before the defiruc-
tion of jerufalem. And Luther himfelf died before
the bloody wars broke out in Germany. Thus God
frequently hides his people from the temptations
and troubles that are coming on the earth. Why;
he fees many of them not in cafe to endure them :
and therefore he in mercy takes them away from
a tempting and finning world, to a land of holinefs
and reft. While we are here, we live in a world that
lies in wickednefs ; every fenfe of the body betrays
the foul into f{in: the poor foul can fcarce look out
at the eye, and not be infedted ; nor hear by the
ear, and not be diftracted ; nor {mell at the noftrils,
and not be tainted ; nor tafte at the tongue, and not
be allured ; nor touch by the hand, and not'be de-
filed.

O believer, what is this life that thou art fo fond
vof: it is buta living death, or a dying life. It is
full of grief for things paft, full of labour for things
prefent, and full of fears for things future. The
firft part of our life is fpent in folly : the middlé part
is overwhelmed with cares; and the latter part of
itis burdened with infirmities and age. And what
gain we by the prolonging of this life ? nothing but
to do more evil, fee more evil, and {uffer more evil.
And fhould a Chriftian be unwilling to be rid of
thofe grievances ?

2dly, Confider that dying is appointed as the way,
and the only way to glory ; there is no way to en-
ter the promifed land, but by croffing the Jordan of
death. And thould nota firanger defire to be at
home with his friends, though he dath a rough way
and flormy fea to pafs? Is there any home like
heaven, where your incomparable friend Chrift is
O what a happinefs is it to be with Chrilt, and to
fee him ashe is? how happy do you think Peter,
James and John were, in being taken wp to mount
Tabor, to be eye-witnefles of their Saviour’s transfig-
uration? but, O believer, death procuresa greater
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happinefs to you; it ufhers' you to mount Zion,
where you fhall not only fee your Saviour,whiter
than the fnow, and brighter than the fun, but yours
{elf transfigured wich him, made like him, and eter-
nally fecured of his prefence. The three apoitles
faw but two prophets; but you fhall feeall the pro-
phets, all the apoitles, all the patridrchs, all the mar-
tyrs, all the holy perfons you once converfed with on
earth, and in general all the faints in heavea, each of
them fhining as the fun; and how fweet will their
company be? O how foon will the trifles of the world
vanith, and all its pleafures be fogot, when once
the believer gets a view of that captivating glory
above! When the thepherds heard but fome few notes
of the angels fongs;, who praifed God at the nativity
of our Saviour, they prefently left their flocks, and
ran to Bethiehem to behold the child  Jefus lying in
the manger; but mnuch more caufe hath a believer
to leave all the plefaures of the world, and run to be-
hold an exalted Jefus fitring on the throne of his
glory, with all his faints and angels finging praifes
around him.

If Cato and Cleombrotus, two Heathens, after
reading Platoe’s book of the immorality of the {oul,
did voluntarily, the one fall on his fword, the other
break his neck from a precipice, that they might
the fooner come (as the fancied) to partake of
thefe joys; what a thame is it for Chriltians; who
have a far furer and clearer difcovery of thefe things
from God’s own book, to be found unwilling to en-
ter into thefe heavenly joys, when their bleiled Tie-
deemer calls for them chicher? :

3dly, Conlider how wiliing Chrift was to come
from heaven to earth for you; and ihould you be
unwilling to remove from earth to heaven for him?
yea, for yourlelves, for: the gain is yours? O did
Chrift affume your nature, become obedient to.death,
and purchai'e an inheritance for you with his blood ;
and will. you be backward to go and take poileflion
of ic? O for a Chrift-like obedience at death |
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Lafly, Confider what a reproach is caft on Chrif-
tianity, by a believer’s unwillingunefs to die. For
Chriftians to pray, aud fpeak muc_h of (.hn(t,.of
heaven and glory, and yet be unwilling to enter in-
to that glory; what is it but a mifbelieving of God,
and a tempting of {trangers to think there is no re-
ality in religion? :

Queft. Since death is not eafy to grapple with,
how {hall I attain to this blefled difpofition, a willing-
nefs to die?

Anfw. 1/}, Be frequently putting forth the adts of
faith upon the righteoufnefs of Chrift; and believe
that Chrift died to bring in a perfect righteoufunefs
for believers, thatthey all might be complete in him.
Now why fhould a believer be afraid to appear before

God in Chriit’s righteoufnefs. which is fo pleafing
and acceptable to him? Rev. xiv. 4. 5. they are
faid to be ** without fault before the throne of God.”
If a believer were to appear before God in his own
righteoufnefs, clothed with his own duties and per-
formances, it would be dreadful to think of dying;
but to have the white garment of an elder brother
to put on, gives another view of death. Alas, it is
our neglecing the daily exercife of faith in the righ-
teoufnefs of Chrift, that makes the thoughts of death
{o unwelcome.

2dly, When you attain to peace and reconcilation
with God, labour to preferve it. Be ftating and
clearing counts with God every day, and watch
againft thefe fins that wound coufcience, waite com-
fort, and grieve the Spirit of adoption. W hen we
think God is difpleafed with us, we will be afraid of

oing to him.

34ly, Study to be more denied to the enjoyments
of this life, and to ufe them with a holy indiiferency ;
otherwife there will be an unwillinefs to leave thefe
things.

4thly, Labour to be deeply fenfible of the burden
of indwelling fin and corruption, and the workings
thereof in your hearts; and this wili make the
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thoughts of death welcome, becaufe it eternally de-
livers yeu irom ir.

5thly, Seek furcher difcoveries of the lovelinefs of
Chrift, and the daily exercife and increafe of your
fouls love to him; forit is the natvre of love to long
after communion with the perfon that we love.

6thly, Make death familiar to you by the frequent
forethoughts of it. Retire oft from the world to
think of dying, when you are in beft health.

~thly, Be much taken up inthe fiveet employment
of praifing God, and exalting the worthy Lamb that
was flain; and this will incline you to be there,
where this is the continval work.

Laftly, Be oft thinking of thefe warnings and for-
runners of death, which God fends to wean your
heart from the love of life, and difpofe you to a wil-
lingnefs to die. For thisend, God fends manifold dif-
eafes, pains, infirmities, wants, fraits, lofles, croffes,
difappointments, &c. Andin a fpecial manner, let

old people view the forerunners and harbingers of

death which God {ends to prepare his way: fuch
‘as the decays and infirmities” of old age, which we
have elegantly deferibed in figurative expreflions,
Ecclef. xii. 2. ¢ Then the light of the fun, moon,
and ftars fhall be durkened;” 7. e. in old perfons, the
intellectual powers and faculties, which are as lights
in the foul ihall be weakened. And then do ¢ the
clouds recurn after rain;” 7. e. their diftempers are
frequent like a continual dropping in a rainy day;
and the ending of oae is but the beginning of anoth-
er.—Verfe 3. ** Then the keepers of the honfe do
tremble;”” 7. e. the head and hands which were em-
ployed for the prefervation of the body do {hake.—
* The ftroug men bow themfeives;” i.c. the legsand
thighs which are the pillars of the houfe become weak
and feeble.—** The grinders ceafe becaufe they are
few ;” i. e. the teeth which like the upper and nether
millftone do grind out meat and prepare it for con-
coction then ceafe to do their part —* Thofe that
Jook out of the windows are darkened;” 7. e, the

¢
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eyes wax dim, whereby God calls us to turn them
away from beholding vanity, and to look after the
things that are not feen.— Verfe 4. ** The daughters
of mufic are brought low;”’ i. e. they have neither
voice nor ears; they can neither {ing themielves, nor
take pleafure in the voice of fliging men or momen,
Then death pulls us, as it were by the ear, to think
on the mufic above—Verfe 5. ** The almond-tree
flouritheth ;”” 7. e. the hair grows whice, like the al-
mond-tree in the bloffom. And as the outward
parts of the body do weaken and decay, fo alfo do
the inward parts thereof : therefore it is faid, Verfe
6. ¢ The filver cord thall be loofed, the golden
bow! broken; the pitcher broken at the fountain, and
the wheel brokea at the ciftern;” 7. e. the filver
cord of the finews is loofed, which carries the facul-
ty of fenfe and morion from the head, through the
body. "Lhe head, which like a golden bowl or box,
contains the brain, that is the fountain of fenfe and
motion through age is broken, and turns crazy.
The many picchers of the wvains, which carry the
nourithing blood from the well to the liver mnto
each part of the body, become like broken veflels.
And the wheels of the arteries, which convey the
vital {pirits from the heart to the feveral members,
for quickening them, begin to turn faint and lan-
guid. Al thefe things do warn old perfons to take
thewr affections off time’s things, and fet them upon
things above, that they may be helped to fay, we
¢¢ delire to depart and to be wich Chriit,”

But after all, fome believers will have objections
againit willinguefs to die; fome whereof I fhall con-
{ider.

Object. 1. ““Tam threatened to be cut off in the
flower of mine age.”

Ayfw. Inltead of fretting on this account, you
oughi rather to adore aud praife a gracious God,
that 1s willing to beftow. the reward of the whole
day upou thee, who hajt only labored fome hours
ofic. Praife him, thatis willing to take you fo foon



Afflicted Man’s Companion. 157

home; whereby you will prevent mucii {in and for-
row in the world.

Osject. 11, “*I have houfes and lands, and a com-
fortable dwellisg on the earth.”

Anfw. Thefe are only needfal in your paflage
through the world ; above there is no ufe for thele
comforts. Their God provideth manfions for his
people a thoufand times morecomfortable, John xiv.
2. 2Cor. v. 1. Surcly houfesof God’s building, and
of Chrift’s furnithing, are preferable to the cottages
built by men’s hands.

Object. 111. ¢ But Tam loth to leave God’s ordi-
nances, and the {weet communion I have had with
him therein.”

Anfw. Above there will beno need of ordinances,
facramentes, bibles, or miniiters; forthe Lamnb will
be thelight oftheheavenly temple, andall hid things,
in religion will be difcovered in Chriit’s face. there
you will celebrate an eternal Sabath, drink the fruit
of the vine new with Chrift, be ever with theLord,
withoutany cloudor interruption of your communion
with him, Isit anylofs to be taken from the fhal--
low ftreams, and fet by thefoundationthat isever full
and running ever? ‘

Objec?. 1¥V.”““I am loth to leave the company of
godly friends and relarions.”

Anfw. Death will take you to your friend Chrift,
that 1s far better than chem all. And for one friend
you lofe upon earth, you fhail find an hundred in
heaven; and thefe godly relations you leave here,
yon fhall foon meet with thein again there; where you
will have far f{weeter communion than poflibly yéu
can have upon earch withthem, or the beft of men,
who while here, have feveral infirniitiesand paffions,
that many times make their converfe uncomtortahle,

Object. V. ” But L would fain {ee the glory of Zi-
on upon earth, when God’s promifes to lter fhall be
accomplifhed.”

Anfw. So Mofes would fain have feen Ifrael’s hap-
pinels in the promifed lang: but his dyigfg in the firr

 §
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belief of God’s fulfiilling all his promifes to them
there, was more acceptable to God, th:m_ hisbehold-
ing the performance. And the glory of the church
militant is a ight nothing comparable to that of the
church triumphant above.

Objeét. VI But I would incline to ftay to do
God more fervice in his church below, whofe ne.
cetlities are clamant.”

Anfw. 1 You will not want oppotunity for
fervihg and glorifying God above, and where you
will be in far better cafe for it. | Hereour hearts are
oft out of tune for God’s work, and we are forced

to hang our harps upon: the willows; but above

there are no willows to hang them ‘on; no faint
there will ever complain of any indifpofition of heart
.or tougue.

2dly, God knows the neceflities of his church, ang
is more concerned for them than thou canit be;
and it is eafy for him to raife uwp.inftruments te
carry on his work when thou art gone. ;

Object, VL. ** I am afraid of the pain and pangs
of deeth.. The tlioughts of thefe make me {lirink
ibaels?? b

Anfw, 1ff. Many die withount much feeming fen{g
oof pain, and it is probable have lefs pain at the hour
of death, than they have felt under feveral former
difeafes.

2dly, If they be fharp, they arefoon over; and
each pang of death will fet fin a flep nearer the
door, and thy foul a ftep nearer home: and there-
fore it becometh a Chriftian to die cheerfully, and
to beglad when he can find the grave.

Now|, whatI have faid in this chapter is to the
believing foul: for itis no wonder though the fouls
of the ungodly, ar death, fhrink back into the body
and tremble to go forth, when they can have no
profpect of any better lodging than utter datknefs,

'g
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Dirrer. V. Study toimitate the ancient wortbics,

by dying’ in faith. &) vl

“§ VLIS was the chara&er and epicaph of the oid

. 8 . Teftament faints, Heb. xi. r3: ** Thefealldi-
ed in faith.” As they had lived by faith; fo they
died in faith, They not only contintied true Leliev-
ers to the laft, dying in the ftate of faith, but they
died in the exercife of faith alfo. Now, the exer-ﬁe
cife of faith in dying includes feveral things, worthy
to be imitated by ail dying believers.

1/2, An open and profeled adherance to the doc-
trine of faith, and truths of Chriftianity. This
faith all Chriftians fhould zealoufly own in the
view of death, and perfevere in-it to the laft with-
eut wavering: This would be to die like martyrs,
though we die in oursbeds. How fteadfaitly ¢id old
Polycarp adhere to Chriltand his truths to the laft,
and fo died in faith! When he was urged by the
procoaful to deny Chrift, he anfwered, ** "Thefe fore-
feore and fix yeavs have I ferved him, and he never
once offended me: and how thall ¥ now deny him 27

2dly, Dying in faith imports-an inward, hearty,
and firin beliet in the fundamental articles of the
Chriftian faith : and improving them {o as to make
them the foundation of our confort and hope at
the hour of death. As for inflance, we muit-yield
our departing fouls, in the firn belief of their living
and exifting ia a f{eparate condition after this life,
and of that future ftate of bleffednels and reft which
God hath prepared for all believers, Again, we muft
difinifs the body to the grave, in a {irm belief and
hope of joyful a refurrection at the laft day.: ‘Dhys
that holy man Job both lived and died ia faith,
Job xix. 25, 25. % Tknosv that my redeemerliveth,
and that he fhall ftand at the latter day upon the
__eacth, And though afier my ikin, worms deilroy

this body, yet in my flefin I fhail fee Gody A Chrifta
jan then dies in faith, when he believes thefe traths

{o, as cheerfilly to obey God’s call, and venture in-
« to'the inviiible world, upon the teltimony which
T e 2

-
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God hath given concerning it: As Abraham did in.
going out to an unknown land. Heb. xi. 8.t B
faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into
a place which he fhould after receive for an inheri-
tance, cheyed, and he went out, not knowing whe-
k | ther he wente”
b' 3dly, The believer dies in faith, when he makes
“frefli application to Chrift as his only hope and Savi-
ovr, takes him in his arms of faith, as old Simeon
did before his death, faying, ** In the Lord Chrift
I have righteoufnefs and ftrength ;”” though I have
neither righteoufnefs nor firength in myfelf, yet I
have both in him, my blefled furety and redeemer.
We have many ufes for faith in Chrift at the hour
of death. By faith we muft depend upon Chrift’s
blood for making atonement, and wafhing away
the guilt of all ovr by paft {ins. By faith we muft
put on the righteoufnels of Chrift for covering our
naked fouls, when they are to appear and ftand be-
fore God. By faith we muft rely on Chrift for
firength to fuffer pain, refift temptations, and con-
quer death and all our enemies. By faith we muft
look to Chrift as our leader, and truft him for our
fafe condu& through the dark valley of death, and
for fafe landing on the fhore of glory.
4thly, The believer dies in faith, when he tr uft
his departing foul with confidence in his Redeemer’s
hand; faying avith Pagly 2 Tim: i, 52, “ T know
whomT have belicved, and I am perfuaded that he
s able to keep that which I have committed to him
gainft that day.” This was the Pfalmifi’s practice,
fal. xxxi. 5. “ Into thy hand I commitmy fjirit 3

8 =
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for thou haft redeemed me, O Lord God of truth,”
So the man that dies in § commits the jewel

f his foul to his fiedeemer’s keeping, and confides

in bis care of it, Why, hie made it, he hath redeem-
edit, helovesit, it is his own, a member of his body,
and ke will not hate his own fleth. He loves his dy-
ing faints much better than we love an eye, a hand,
or any other member of our bedy, which, to be
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f‘are, we will not lofe, if it bé in our power to fave
it " :
5thly, D/mg in faith .imports;. that the dying
faint confides in God’s imthmlnem and strath - for
making goo\i all thefe promifes. to. his church and
peoplc afcer his death, which are not yet accomphfh-
ed. We fhould go off the ftage in the fitm behef of
God’s: fulfilling . all his pro‘n,ies conceraing the
profpericy “of | his church, the calling of the J' Wity
the defrudtion of Antichrift, and the fecond commg
of our Lord ? and likewife concerning Qur families,
that God will be as good as his w wrd and be:a fa,-
ther to the fathe 11613, ad a huatbaud {o the widow.

Would, we then be fo happy as to diein faith
let us take thele advices. '

i/, Iu.\. us be carefal to get faith J(,.k)l-d’l"ld
fordeath is a time to uie faith, “bot to gecit., They
were i'oo“m v nrn.s who had  their oA I buy whesn
the bridegroom was come, . be

2dlyy Study . to live evcry uay in the exerdifs o
faich, and be  4iiil nﬂpovmg and makipg - tfe of
Chrift, in all his ofiices, and tor all thefé ends and

ufes for. which God hath given himto behe\’er

3dly, Be irequently cleaung up your-evidences for
heaven, and beware of letting {in blot them ta you.

4;//;' Record and lay up the e,\.per ieares of God’s. |
kind dealings with you,and be ofien reflefling upon
them, that you may have them rcady at hand n
the hour of death. ; :

Lafly, "lcd‘mte much  on thele promifes which:
have Leen {weet and comfortable to youin the time
of ftrait: and beg that the Liord may bxmg them
to your remem braace when you come to die

'.'

Dirncr. VI. Set the exainples of other ﬂ’_}/g'}g“/hint;&
before you, and [ludy in [i]cc’ manner. to //‘me ins
grace, heavenly m/wzn,i, and :’;e exemtlary in pi-
ety and for the glory of Gody.and good of fouls, w/;?;z
you are going off the flage.

IS s the laft oppmumty you have of domg

_ fervice to God, and the intereft of religion
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whereforefirive to improve it diligently for thehonor
of God, and the edification of thole that furvive you,
How pleafant is it to fee God’s people leaving the
world, commending Chrift and his fervice, and per-
fuming the place they lie in with their laft breath?
I bave, chapr 1. diredt. 5. and 6. adduced feveral
inodes to prefs this poing, and give diretions con-
cerning the fpeech and behaviour of the children of
God when.on fick-beds, which T fhall not repeat.
T'hat which Tdefign hereis, to fet before you the
examples of Jome eminent faints, and their exempla-
1y, pious, and holy fpeeches and fayings, when they
were a-dying; and that in order to confrm and
efablifli others in religion, and alfo to excite them to
imiitaie thefe fhining worthies when they alfo come
to die.  Surely it.is for thisvery end that God hath
ordered vs'to- be compailed about with fo great a
“eloud of witneffes, Heb. xii, . Thus doth theapof-
tib.improve their example, Heb, xi. And how car-
neft is ke in this matter ? Heb. vi. 11, 12, “ And
we defire; that every one of you do fhew the fame di-
Jigece, to the full affurance of hope unto the end;
that ye be ot flothful, but followers of them who
through faicdiand patience inherit the promifes.”
I fhall begin with fome examples from the facred
Liftory ; and in the firit place, with the King of
fuints, our Lord Jefus Chrift. O how {weet and
fortable were his difcourfes unto his difciples, %j
when his death drew nigh! and what a heavenly
prayer did Ie make for them, and all his ele& ones
at that time ! Thefe we have recorded in the r4th,
15th, 16th. and 17th chapters of John: which are
moft feafonable at all times for us to read and medi-
tate vpon, but efpecially when death is approaching,
A nd Likewife let us read the hiftory of our Lord’s
paffion, in which we may obferve the wonderful ex-"
prefiions of his faith in God, his patience under fuf-
ferings, his pity to hisenemies, his love to his mother,
aind his difciples, his concern for his father’s glory,
“his obedience in his death,~and his willingnefs to be
offered up. Thusthe blefied Sun’ of righteoufnefs did
F
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{hine forth reore glorioufly at his fetting;, with the ra-
diant beams of his heavenly grace and virtues: and
herem he hath fet hinfelf a pattern to all dying
faints to the end of the world.

Jacob, when he was on his death-bed, called his
fous together, and gave them many fpecial charges
and ozeﬁngs- we have his excellent words record-
ed in Gen. xlviii. and xlix. chapters. And in par-
ticular, how fweetly doth he fpeak of the coming of
the Meifiah to them? Gen. xlix. 10. 18.  And how
affetionately doth he commend God’s goodnefs and
kind providence towards him through his life?
Gen. xlviil. 15, 16. * The God which fed me all
my life long unto this day,” &c.

Jofeph, when he was a-dying fpoke lovingly to his
brethren, who had dealt cruelly with him; and af-
fured them of the Lord’s faithfulnefs in keeping his
promife to their fathers, Gen. L. 20. ‘I die, and
God will {urely vifit you, and bring you out of this
land.”

Mofes, when he was to go up to mount Nebo to
die there, left many bleﬁmgs and gave many weigh-
ty chalges to the children of Ifrael; we have. his io-
ly and ravilbing words recorded, Deut. xxxii. and
xxxiil, chapters. And paruwh\ly how pleafar 1cly
doth he commend God, and his ways.to the people !
Deut. xxxii. 4. ¢ He is the rock, his work is per-
fect : for all his ways are jt 1dgment: a God of truch,
and without iniquity, juft and rightis he.”

Jothua, when he was near his end, gave many
{olemn charges and exhortations to the people,whlch
we have I"dlrd.cd Joth. xxiii. and xxiyv. chapters.
And there we may fee the remarkable methods he
takes to rivet imprelilons and convictions upon them,
now when he can inftru® them no longer. - And
partxcul 1uy., he ¢ pf*eﬂs to their confciences concern-
ing the faithfulueis of God in keepiug his word to
them, that fo he might engage them to fidelity to
him, _jolh. uxiii. 14. *‘ And behold this day 1 am
going .the way of all the earch, and ye know in all
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your hearts, and in all your fouls, that not one thing
hath failed of all the good things which the Lord
your God fpake concerning yon.”

David, when his end was near, affembled the
people, and folemnly charged them, as in the audi-
ence of God, to keep his ccmmandments, x Cliron,
=xxvitl. & g: And particularly, he charged his fon
and fuccefior; Solomon, to ** know the God of his
father, and to ferve him with a perfect heart, and
with a willing mind.”

The apoftie Paul, when taking his laft farewell of
the elders of Ephefus, he moit {olemnly charges
them, to** take heed to themfelyes, and the flocks
over which the Holy Ghoft had made them over-
{eers,” Acts xx. 28. And how fweetly doth he fing
in the view of approaching death ! 2 Tim. iv. 6. 5,
8. ¢ Iam now ready to be offered, the time of my
departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight,
I have finifhed my courfe, I have kept the faith.
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righ-
teoufnefs, which the Lord, the righteous Judge {hall
give me at that day ; and not to me only, but unto
them alfo that love his appearing.”

In imitation of thefe fcripture-{aints, the people

of God in all ages have ftudied -to glorify God and.

edify men at their death, by commending God and
godlinefs to their friends and families. Thefe ave
ought to teach by onr example, both how to live and
how to die, as others have done before us.  Thus
faid once a dying faint to his family, ¢ I have for-
merly taught you how to live,.and now I teach you
how to die.”
- Now, 'becaufe in all ages the {peechcs of dying
Chriftians have been mnch obferved, and God hath
remarkably bleffed them to ' the eltablifhinent and
confirmation, quickening and exciting of others to
imitate them ; I {fhall bring feveral examples. from
human hilories and. writings. and moitly from
lark’s Lives, of fundry emineat faints, whole gra-

ces have fhone brightelt, and their fpeeches were

R S T o



Affiiéted Man’s Companion. 165

moft heavenly, when the fun of their life was at
the fetting,

1. Thatold difciple, Polycarp, when he came to
the ftake at which he was burnt, defired to ftand un-
tied, faying, ** Let me alone, for he that gave me
firength to come to the fire, will give me patience
to endure the flame without your tying.”

2. 50 holy Cyprian triumphed over death, faying,
¢ let him only fear death, who muft/pafs from this
death to the fecond death.” When he heard the
fentence of death, pronounced againft him, he faid,
¢ Ithank God for freeing me from the prifon of
this body.”

3. Bafil, when the emperor Valens fent his offcers
to tempt him with great preferments to turn
from the faith, he rejeted them with fcorn, faying,
¢“You may offer thefe things to children.” And when
they threatened him with {ufferings, he faid,** threat-
en your purple gallants with thefe things, that
give themfelves to their pleafures.”

When Modeftus the perfe threatened Bafil, to
confifcate his goods, to torment him, to banifth him
or kill him, he anfwered, * he need not fear confifca-
tion, that had nothing to loofe: nor banifhment, to
whom heaven only "is a country: nor torments,
when his body would be dathed with one blow ; nor
death which is the only way tofet him at liberty.’?
The perfect telling him he is mad, faid. Optome in
aternum, fic delirare, I withI may forever be thus
mad. #

2. Ignatius being led from Syria to Rome to be
torn in pieces of wild beafts, he exprefled his fear left
it fhould happen to him as to fome others, that the
lions out of a kind of reverence, would not dare to
touch him. And therefore he oft withed, *“ That
tlreir appetites might be whitted to difpateh him.
¥ For ({(aid he) the lioas teeth are buc bike a mill,
which thongh it braifeth, yet waiteth not the good
wheat, only prepares and fits it to be made pure
bread. Let me be broken by them, fol may be
made pure manchet for heaven.”
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5. The great Mr. Knox, our reformer, when he
lay a dying, was much in prayer, ever crying, “Come
Lord Jefi's; fweet Jefus, into thy hands I commend
my f{pirit.” Being afked by thofe that attended him,
if ‘his pain was great? he anfwered, * that he did
not efteem that a pain, which would be to him the
end of all trouble, and the beginning of eternal joys.”
Oftimes, after fome decp meditations, he faid,** O
ferve the Lord in fear, and death fhall not be terri-
ble to you; bleffed is the death of thole that have
part in the death of Jefus.”

After a fore temptation from Satan, (which I
formerly mentioned) over which he triumphed at
lenght, he faid, ¢ Now the enemy is gone away a-
ibamed, and fhall no more return. I am fure now
my battle is at an end, and that without pain of
body,.or trouble of fpirit, I fhall fhortly change
this mortal and miferable life, with that happy and:
immortal life which fhall never have an end.” Af-
ter one had prayed for him, he was afked whether
he heard the prayer? he anfwered, ¢ Would to God
you had heard it with fuch an ear and heartas I
have done ! adding, Lord Jefus, receive my fpirit.”
With which words, without any motion of hands or
f‘ect, as one falling afleep, rather than dying, he en-

“ ded his life. !

9 Dr. Gouge, when he 'was old and'dying, was:
fore afflited with the ftone, and other painful mala-
dies; yet though by reafon of his pains he was oft

heard to groan, he never once grumbled againft the:

difpenfations of God. He never cried out, 4 great
Sufferer, but oft, a great finner : yet fiill comforted
himfelf, that there isa great Saviour. Inhis great
eft torments he would fay, ¢* Well, yet in all thefe
o

foul, be filent be patient: it'is thy God and Father
that thus orders thine eftate. Thou art his clay ;
he may treadand trample upon thee as he pleafech;
thou haft deferved mueh more. Itis enough  that
thou art kept out of hell; though thy pains be griev-

hereis nothing of hell, or of God’s wrath. O.my -
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ous, yet they are not intolerable, thy Ged affords
fome interniflions ; he will turn it to thy good, and °
at leagth put an end to all ; and none of thefe com-
forts can be expetted in hell.”  In his greateit pains,
he oft ufed holy Job’s words, ¢ Shail- we receive
good from the hands of the Lord, andnotevil alfo 2
When any of his friends would have comforted him,
with telling him of his eminent gifts and fervice in
the miniftry, he would anfwer, * [ dare not think
of any fuch thing for comfort: only Jefus Chrift,
and what he hath done and endured, is the ground
of my fure comfort.”” 'The thoughts of death were
pleatant to him, when he often termed, his beft
friend, nextunto Jefus Chrift. And-he would blefs
God, that he had nothing to do but to die.

6. I have read of another mimifter under the like
extreme pains.. When he was afked, how he did ?
his frequent anfwer was, ** The buth always burning,
but not coafumed; though my pains are above the
firength of nature, yet they are not above the fup-
ports of grace.” He would pray, ¢ Lord drop
comfort-inco thefe bitter waters of Marah. Let the
blood:of {prinkling, which extinguilheth the fire of
thine anger, allay my buraing pain. Oh, if my pa-
clence were more my pains would be lefs; Lord,
give me patience, and infli& what thou wilt. This
is a fiery chariot, but it will carry me to heaven. O
my God break open the prifon door, and fet my
poor captive foul free: I defire to be diffolved, but
enable me willingly to wait thy time.”” He would
again cry, ** When fhall the time come, that [ fhall
neither {in more, nor forrow more: Lord, keep me
from dithonouring thy name by jimpatience. Oh,
who would not, even in burning, have honourable
thoughts of God ! Lord, ‘thou gaveft me .no occa-_
fion to have hard thoughts of thee. Blefled be
God, for the peace of mine inward man, when my
outward man is {o full of trouble. This is a bitter
cup, but it is of my Father’s mixing; and fhall I
not then drink it 2 310
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8. Mrs. Jean Afkew, who was a martyr in king
Henry’sreign, to her confeflion in New gate {he thus
fubferibed ; *“Written by me Jean Adkew, that
neither wifheth death, nor fearcth its might, and as
merry as one bound towards heaven.,” When the
chancellor fent her letters at the ftake, offering her
the king’s pardon, if the would recant ; fhe refufed
to look vpon them. gave this anfwer: *““That fhe
came not hither to deny her Lord and Mafter.”

9. Mr. James Bainham, when he was at the
ftake in the midit of the "burning fire, which had
half confumed his legs and arms, {pake thefe words;
“O ye Papifts! behold ye look for miracles, and
here now ye may fee a miracle; for in this fire I
feel no more pain, than if I were in a bed of down;
it is to me as a bed of rofes.”

10. john Lambert, as he was burning in Smith-
field, and his leps were quite confumed with the
fire, he Lift up his hands, his fingers flaming like
torchics, but his heart abounding with comfort, cry-
ing out, ‘*None but Chrift, none but Chrift.” -

11, Mr. Robert Glover, a little before his death,
had loft the fenfe of God’s favor, for which he was
in great heavinels and forrow; but when he came
w.thin {ight of the ftake at which he was to fuffer,
he was ou a fudden . fo filled with divine comfort,
that, clapping his hands together, he cried out to his
sler au, *-ie is come, heis come;” and fo died moft
Ch-‘;u‘ﬁ.ﬂy.

2. It was a faying of Auguftine, ”Boughs fall
olf trees, and ftones out of buildings; and why
{i.01 1d st feem firange that mortal men die ?”

' 3-vir. joha lJodd had a violent fever, that there’
wa. bue hittie hope of his life; yet at length his phy-
{iciin coming o him, faid, “Now I have hope of
yo.1 recovery.” ‘T'o whom Mr. Dodd anfwered,
You uuuk to comfort me with this, but you make
ni/ heart fad. It is as if you fhould tell one who
had been fore v eather-beaten at fea, and conceivin
he was now arrived at the heaven where his fon
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longed to be, that he muft go bmk again. to be
tolled with new winds and waves.’

He would often f1y in his laft ficknefs, T
‘not, afraid to look death in the face. I can fay,
Death where is thy mug ? death cannot hurt me.”

He ufed to fay, “The Lnowled ze of two things
would make one \Vlle~ todie, viz. “What heaven 1s;
and that it is mine. “Yco (faid one) if a man
were fure of that.” To whom he anfw ered, “Truly
aflarance is to be had ; and what have we been do-
ing all this while ?” :

Some others of the fayings of this holy man were
fo pithy and remarkable, I cannot pafs them here.

Once Mr. Dod coming to vific.a gole minifter
on his death bed, who was s much opyre fled with me-
ancholy, and comphmed to him, faying, ¢“O Mr.
Dodd, what will you fay of him who is going out of
the world and can find no comfort?”” To whomn
Mr. Dotd anfwered, **What will you fay of our
Bavionr Chrift, who, W hen he was going out of the

world, found no comimt but cried out, My God,
my God why haft thou forfaken mes e fid
of a‘dn&lons ‘“‘they are God’s portions, which we
may fwccten by faith and faithful prayer; but we,
for the moft part, make them bitter, putting into
God’s cup the evil ingredients of our impatience and
unbelief. — He called death the friend of grace

though it be the enemy of nature; for whereas the
word, facraments, and prayer, do but weaken {in,
death kills it.””" He ufed to fay. *‘A man is never
in a hard cond: txon unlefs he have a* hard heart;
and cannot pray,” He inftructed Chriftians Liow
they fhould never have a great nor lafting affiition,
and that was by looking upon the things that are
not feen, which are eternal, 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. For
what can be great to him that counts the world
nothing ? And what can be long to him, that ac-
counts his life but a fpan lon o’—W hen he faw a
Chriftian look fad, he would ﬁ as Jonadab did to
Amnon, ““Art thou a kngP 5 fon, and lookelt fo il
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And when fuch complained to him of their loffes
and crofies, he would ufe the words of LEliphaz to
Job, “Do the confolations of God feem finall unto
you? God hath taken from you your children, your
200ds, &c. but he hath not taken from you himfelf,
his Chrift, nor his Spiric, nor heaven, nor eternal
hite”

To afriend of his that rofe from a mean to a great
eftate, he fent word, *“That this was but as if he
fhould go out of a boat into a barge or fhip; but he
ought {erioufly to remember, that whillt he was in
this world, he was but upon the floating fea.”

Te oft faid, ““That if it were lawful to envy any,
he would envy thofe that turn to God in their youth,
whereby thy efcape much fin and forrow, and are
like Jacob, that ftoie the blefling betimes, He ufed
to compare reproofs given in a pallion, to fealding po-
tions, which the patient could not take down: in
reproofs we fhould labour for meeknels of wildom,
afing foit words and hard arguments.

¢ was a molt popular minifter, but much perfe-
cuted. Once he took a journey to fee his father-in-
law, Mr. Greenham, and to bemoan himfelf to him,
upon account of his croffes and hard ufage. Mr.
Greenham, having heard all he could fay, anfwered
him thus: *““Son, fon, when afflition lieth heavy,
{in lieth light.” Mr. Dodd ufed oft to blefs God
for this {peech, faying, *“If Mr. Greenham had be-
moaned him as he ex{pected, he had done him much
hurt.” He forgot not this faying in his old age,
but made excellent ufe of it for himfelf and others.

14. Oecolampadius, that famous divine of Swit-
zerland, when lying on his death-bed, and being
afked” Whether the lightdid not offend him? he an-
fwered, pointing to his brealt, Hic fat lucis, *“Here
is abundance of light;” meaning of comfort and
joy.  He alked one of his friends, What news? His
friend anfwered, none. Then, faith he, I will tell
%c})lu_ﬁome news; I thall prefently be with my Lord

rift,
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15. A certain godly man pafling through his laft
ficknefs with extraerdinary calmmefs of coafcience,
being afked by fome of his friends about it, he aa-
fwered, that he had ftedfafily fixed his heart upon
that {weet promife, Ifa. xxvi. 3. ¢ Thou wiit keep
him in perfect peace whofc mind is ftaid o thee; be-
caufe he trufteth in thee.,” Aand my God, faid he,
hath gracioufly made it fully good uato my foul.

16. Mr. Ilobert Bolton, minifter at Brougton,
well kaown by his writings, in the time of his laft
{icknefs, which was long andfharp, he often Lreath-
ed out thele words: ¢ Oh, when will this goad hour
comz? when fhall I be diffolved? when thall I be
with Chrift.” Being told, that to be diffolved was
indeed better for him, yet it would better for the
chuch that he ‘would ftay here ; he anfwered, ¢ If
I thall find favour in the eyes of the Lord, he will
bring m= again, and fhew me both it and his habita-
tion : but if other wife, lo here I am, let him do what
feemeth him good in his eyes.” Being- alked by an-
other, if he could not be content to live, if it pleaf=
ed God? he anfwered, * I grant that life isa great

leffing of God, neither willl negle& any means that
may preferve it; and do heardly lubmit to God’s
will ; but of the two,-I infinitely deiiré more to ba
diflolved and to be with Chrift”> He bad
cameto fee him, make fure of Chrift before t
to die ; and look upon the world now as a lump of
vaaity., IHe encouraged the minifters that came to
him, to be diligent and courageous in the work of
the Lord, and not to faint nor droop for any aftlic-
tion that {hould arife thereupon.

Wehen lr= found himfelf very weak, he called for
his wite and children, - He defiged her to bear his
difolution which was near at haad; with a Chriffian
fortitude, a ching he had been preparidg her for by
the fpace of twengy years ; and bade her make no
doubt but {hz thould meet him again in heavea. He
axhorted his children to remember thefe things he

1

had frequently told them before; adding,“ That he
PIa
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hoped and believed, that none of them durft think
to meet himat that dread tribunalin an unregenerate
ftate.”

Some of his parifh coming to watch with him, it
was moved, that as by bis doQrine he had difcovered
to them the exceeding comforts that were in Chrift,
fo he would now tell them what he felt in his own
foel. ¢ Alas, faid he, do you look for that of me
now, that wants breath and firength to fpeak ? I
have told you enough in my miniftry: but yet to fa-
tisfy you, Iam, by the wonderful mercies of God, as
full of comfort as my heart can hold; and I feel
nothing in my fou! but Chrift, with whomI heartily
delire to be. And obferving fome weeping, he
Iooked to them and faid, * Oh, whata deal ado there
is before one.can die.”, :

W hen the pangs of death were upon him, being
told, that fone of his dear friends were about him,
to take their laft farewell, he caufed himfelf to be
raifed up in his bed, and after a few gafpings. for
breath, he faid, “ I am now drawing on apace to
my diffolution: hold out faith and patience, your
work will fpeedily be at an end.” And then fhaking
taem aliby thehands, he prayed hearily and particu..
larly for them, aind defired them ro make fure of hea-
ven, and to bear in mind what he had formerly told
them in his miniftry, fprotefling to them, that the
doétrine, he had preached to them for the fpace of
twenty years was the tiuth ‘of God, as he fhould an-
fwer it at the tribenal of Chrift, befere whom he
thetld fhortly appear.

When he was firugeling with death, a’ very déay
friend taking Lim by the hand, afked Lum'if he felp

vnot much pain? ¢ Groly no (faid hc) the greateft I
{eets your cold kand.”

1. Mr. Joun Iiollard, a godly minifter, con-
tinved his * fual pradice of expounding the feripture
family to the laft; and the day before his

1

in his
death,
read th

le, and caufing anotherto
Romans, he difcourfed pp-
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on it, verfe by verfe : but on a fudden he faid, ¢“ O
ftay your reading ; what brightnefs is this I {ee!
have you lighted up any candle> A fiander by faid,
no, it is the fun-fhine (Jor it was about five o’cloc ok
in a clear fummer’s evening). *“ Sun-ihine, faid hLe,
nay, itis my Saviour’s fun-fhine. Now far ewell wor 1d;
welcome heaven ; the day-..ar from on high hath
vifited my heart: O fpeak it when I am goae, and
]‘l”:ach it at my. funeral: God dealeth familiarly
with man: I feel his mercy, I {ee his majefty, v/he-
ther in the body or out of the body,I cannot tell, God
he knoweth; but I fee things tl‘n are un utfcr"tble.”
And in this rapture he continued till he died.”

18.1 knew not long ago, an eminently godly man
G. M. that fell into {everal fuch extraordinary rap-
tures fometime before his death, fuch as his Fodiiy
ftrength and {pirit were not able to fupport under
tho: mh he had no ficknefs. Sometimes he was 10
f\vallowed up and overcome by the manifeftations of
God’s love to his foul, that his words could not be
well underftood; his natural colour, heat and
firength, would 10 go off, that all about him would
conclude him to be dying; but when he was able to
get words uttered, they were fo heavenly and ravifh-
ing concerning the love of Chrift, and freedom of
grace, that by-flanders could not hear him without
wee ping. Sometimes minifters, when they came to
vifit him, and found him in tl’eiu raptures, were fore-
ed to turn all their prayersin his behaif into praifes;
except fome petitions they would put up to Go»,
¢ That he might gracioufly fpare and be tender of
his weak body , and enable him to bear that load of
loving-kindnefs, God was pleafed to let out to him,
and which his prefent bodily {ftrength was not fuf-
ficient for.” Yea, they would be put to cry, ¢ Lord,
if it be my \vul hold thy hand, for he is but a cLay
vellel ; this new wine will burit the old bottle 5 pre-
ferve hnn in life as a monument of the rich grace of
God, for the convition of Atheifts and carnal peo-
ple. and for the confirmation of the faith of the chil«

- 5
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dren of Gold.”—Cometimes he would cry-in abrupt
expreilions, O angels! help me to praife him! O
fi Lt admire hislove; and wonder at him, —Again,
O flames of love! my foul feeth Chrift ! the heavens
open ! I{eé athrone, and the Lamb in the midit of
the throne! O what think ye of Chrift? my foul
treaxh:o, breathes towards him! my fpiritis exhaled
out of me by the masifeflations of God!”—He ufed
hche rtly to fay with a heavenly #ir to his friends,
O what think ye of Chrift >—W hen his ecftacy did
fomewhat abate, {o that he attained a pleafant calm-
nels of thonght and freedom of {peech, he would dif-
courfe of the myfteries of religion, the eleGing love
of God, the freedom of grace, the unfearchable rich-
s of Chriit, and the 0’101"01‘.5 contrivance of redemp-
tion thr ‘“éh his death and 1 facrifice; I fay he would
talk of thele things more like an angel than a man.

i!

For fuch was his heavenly eloauence, fluency of

words, and facility of {peaking upon thefe fubjedls
(454 thh othcr wife was not natural to him) that thefe
who came to fee him were exceedingly furprifed and-
aftonifhed to hear him. His body gradually weak-
ered under thefe rapiures of {pirit, and he longed
much to be off the world, becaufe he thought he
could be fo little ufefvl in it for admacu‘g God’s ho-
nor. ‘He reckoned himfelf bound to improve the
ihort time hie was like to have here, in ccvnmending
Chirift and religion 1o all that he had accefs to, and
alfo to admoniih them of any thing he knew ‘.m}fs
inthem, which he did moit (01.vmcu,gl/. And
Laving occafion to {ee fome who vilipended the ef-
tablift.ed chirch, and the ordinances, and told them
that fromrhis own fweet experience hecould fay that
"Ged was to be found in them.—He f{eemed to have
{in w o-.nmfth mortified ; for he complained of no
other heart- rla gue but iclx, and it was his great ex-
ercife to get {elf whmly fubdued ; he purfved it
through many of lta windings a.l(. lerking places,
and aiter all hewould reg reg h s little h)C('Cjbagau.ﬁ
at: sFon {faid hed wha 15 8
_frames, and adm

E
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deemer, that fubtle enemy felf will enter in with
me, and o Ter to pull the crown off his head before

: my face.’

Once after hearing a fermon on Pfal. Ixxxv. 8.
¢ T will hear what God the Lord will fpeak,” he
broke out in a rapturous difcourfe to one that came
to fee him, bleiling God that he had f}mke to him in
that fermon. * And O (faid he) what am I, that
the Rock of Ifrael {hould have {poke to me thefle three
fermon-days bygone, aliurmg me that all my {ins are
forgiven ! What'ayn I, a vile worm, that he thould
be {o kind and condefcending, as to difcover Chrift
and heaven in fuch a manner to me, ai nd afhure me

that I thall fhortly be with him ! Oh I thought thatI

had {inned lhm away from me, but I fee he will net
bide away ! O admirable fice grdce " O help me to
praife him !”’ :

When death drew near, there was fome alteration
in his eafe, yet he never queftioned his intereft in
Chrift ; but {iill afferted, *“ Iknow he is my God
and my Redeemer, and I will fhortly be with him.”’
And once when he was ready to complain for want
of God’s wonted manifeftations, he faid, ** The Lord
knew his body was now weak, and could not bear
what formerly he had metwith, yet (faid he) glory
to his name, he hath given me threc blinks {ince my
lait illnefs began.”

19. Dr. Harris, head of Trinity: college'in O\foru
in his laft hchhefs ufed to exhort a!l abouthim to rret
faich above all things. ‘¢ It is ({faid he) your \1(“t.)ry,
your peace, your li 1(_ your crown, and your chiefeft
piece of fpiritual armour. Howbeit, get on all other
p‘ccea, and go forth in the Lord’s might: Stand to
the fight, and the.iifue fhall be gloricus. Only forget
not to call in the help of your (Jcmral. Do all
from him and under him,”—Cn'the I.ord’s days
he would nothave any keptfromthe ordinances upon
his account ; add when they returned {from the fer-
mons, he wonld fay to them, ** Come, what have
v fvm wa 3 A aslades ane ~ave him accoant of
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what they have heard, he would refume the heads
thereof, and fay, **O what excellent truths are thefel
Lay them up carefully, for you will have need of
them.”—W hen friends came to vifit him, he would
fay, ‘“ I cannotfpeak,but I can hear.”’ Being afked,
where his comfort'lay ? He anfwered, ““In Chrift,
and in the free grace of God.”

One telling him, thathe might take much comfort
in his labours, and the good he had done; his an-
fwer was, ‘“ All is nothing without a Saviour, with-
out him my beft works would condemn me, Oh,
I am afhamed of them, they are fo mixed with fin.
I have done nothing for God as I ought.—Oh,
lofs of time fits very heavy upon my fpirit. Work,
work apace; aflure yourfelves nothing will more
trouble you when you come to die, than that you
have done no more for God, who hath done fo much
for you. ;

Sometimes he ufed thus to breathe out himfelf, . -
I never in all my life faw the worth of a Chrift, nor

tafted the fweetnefs of God’s love in that meafure as
now I do.”—Being afked by minifters, what they |
fhould chiefly requeft for him ? he an{wered, * Do -
not only pray for me, but-praife God that he fup-
ports me, and keeps off Satan from me in my weak-
nefs ; beg that I may hold out. I am now a good
way home, near the fhore, I leave you tofling on the
fea: Oh;'it is a good time to di¢ in.”

In all the letter.wills which he made, he took care
this lezacy thould flill be inferted ; ** Item, I be-|
queatn to all my children, and to their children’s |
acuildren, to each of them a Bible, with this infcrip-
tion, None but Chrift.” He ufed to fay, * Itisa
hard thing for a faint to. forgive himfelf fome faults,
when God hath foggiven them.” !

20. Javid Chitreus, when helay a dying, lift up
his head from the pillow to hear the difcourfes of his
friends chat {at by him, and f2id, * That he fhould
die with the greater comfort, if he might die learn-
ing fomething.” ;

7
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21. Mr. Cooper, when a-dying faid, ¢ I faw not my:
children when they were in the womb, yet there the
Lord fed them without my care or knowledge. I
thall not fee them when I go out of the body, yet
fhall they not want a father.” Again,_ death is
fomewhat driery, and the fireams of that Jordon
between us and our Canaan run furioufly, but they
ftand ftill when the ark comes.”

22. The Reverend Mr. Halyburton, that fhining
light in St. Andrews; when a-dyi mg commended
Chuﬂ and godlinefs with great eameﬁﬂeie, to all
that came to fee him. He exhorted his brethren
to diligence in the miniflry. “ It was the delight of
my heart (faid he) to preach the gofple: I defired tq
decreafe, that the Bridegroom might increafe; and
to be nothing, that he might be all. I repent I did
not more for him. O that I had the tongues of men
and angels, to praife him!” When he was advifed
to lie quiet, he faid, ** Whereon thould a man be-
flow his laft breath, but in commending the Lord Je-
fus Chrift, God clothed in our nature, dying for our
fins?”

He caufed read one of Mr. Rutherfod’s letters,
viz. that to Mr. John Mein, and thereafter faid,
¢t That 1s a book I would commend to you all, there
is more - pradtical religion in that letter, then in a
book of a larger volume.”

He exhorted fome minifters that came to fee hir
to faithfulnefs. ‘¢ As for the work of the miniftry
(faid he) it was my dglLLex ate choice, were my days
lengthened out much more, and dwys as trouble-
forze as thcy are like to be, I would rather te a con-
temned minifter of God, than the greateft prince on

‘earth.”’—He faid, w hﬂn taking farewel of his wife,
children ‘and fervants, *¢ Here is a demonfiration of
thee reality of religion, that Ia poor, weak, timorous,
man, as much afraid of death as any, am now ena-
bled, by the power of grace, compofedly and with joy
to look death in the face I dare look it in the fauce
11 1ts moft ghaftly fhape. and hope within a little to
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have the vitory. I cannot but commend the Lord
Jefus. As far as my word will go, I muft pro- i
claim it, he is the beft mafter that ever 1 faw.” To

his fon who wasa child, he faid,* If I had as many
fons as there are hairs in your head, I would beftow
them all on God”’—To fome prefent he faid, *“ O =
Sirs, Idread mightily that a rational fort of religion

is coming in among us; I mean by it, a religion
that confifts in a bare attendance on outward duties
and ordinances, without the power of godlinefs;
and thence people fhall fall into a way of ferving
God, which is mere Deifm, having no relation to
Chrift Jefus and the fpirit of God.”—He exprefled

his fears of a ftorm coming on the church of Scot-
Iand; but he faid, ¢ The day would break, and the
Lord would arife, and he hoped the church would be
made a wonder, and the Lord will fay, Lo, this
“people have I formed for myfelf; he can make a
nation to be born at once.” He cried often with the
fpoufe in the fong, ** When fhall the day break, and
the fhadows fly away? Turn my beloved,-and be
thou as a roe, or a young hart on the mountains of
Bether.”

He faid, ¢ Shall I forget Zion? Nay, let my right
hand forget her cunning, if I prefer not Jerufalem
to.my chiefeit joy. O to have God returning to
this church, and his work going on in the world ; if

_every drop of my blood, every bit of my body, every
hair of my head, were all men ; they thould all go
to the fire to have this going on.”—He faid, ** If
I would fay, that I would {peak no more in the
name of the L.ord, it would be like a fire within me. |
I am calling you to fee a miracle, God is meltirig me ‘
down into corruption and duft, and yet he is keep-
ing me ina calin.—I could not believe that 1 would
have born, and born cheerfully this rod fo long;
this is a miricle, pain without pain; and this is not
a fancy of a man difordered in his brain, but of one
lying in full compofure. O bleffed be God, that
ever I was born. Ihave a father and mother and

AT
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ten brethren and fifters in heaven, and I fhall be the

eleventh. I fhall thortly he at that glory that I have
been long expecting. Though I come not near Mr.
Shield’s glory, nor Mr, ‘Anderfon’s, yet I will be
well enough if I win it. Worthy is the lamb to, re- -
ceive glory.”

23. Mr. Hugh Mackaill, in his fpeech before his
dcath, faith, ¢ I have efleemed the folemn engage-
ments of this nation to the Liord, pregnant preform-
ances of that promife, Ifa. xliv. 5. where it is evident
that where church reformations come to any maturi-
ty, they arrive at this degree of faying, I am the
Lord’s, and fubfcribing with the hand unto the
Lord. So was it in the days of the reforming kings
of judah, and after the reftoration from the captivi-
ty of Babylon in the days of Nehemiah. This fame
promife did the Lord jefus make yea and amen to
us, when he redeemed us from fpiritual Babylon—
1 glorify him, that he hath called me forth to fuffer

for his name @nd ordinances, and the folemn en-
gagements of ‘the land to him. Hereafter I will
not talk wich fleflfand blood, nor think on the worlds
i arewel all my friends, whofe com-
refrefhful to me in my pilgrimage.
the light of the fun and moon.,
, everlafting love, everlafting
ory. Praife to him that fits up-
e Lamb forever.”’

24. The famous Mr, Dufham being vifited by a
minifter in his laft ficknefs, which was long and lin-
gering, who faid to'him, f{ir, T hope you have {o fet
all in order, that you have nothing elfe to do but
die. *“ I blefs God (faid Mr. Durham) I have not
had that to do neither thefe many years.

25. Mr. Rowland Nevet, his dying prayer for his
children was that the Mediator’s bleffing might be
the portion of every one of them. Adding to them,
I charge you all, fee to it, thatyou meet me on the
right hand of Chrift at the great day. When he

was fometimes much fpent with his labours he would

on the throne and

oy, 8
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appeal to God, that though he might ‘oc‘ }venried. in
his fervice, he would never be weary of it. Being
oft diftempered in his body, he would fay, he was
never betier than in the pulpit, and chat it was the”
beft place that he could wiili to die in.

26. Mr. Philip Henry, when a-dying, his pains
were very fharp, he faid to his neighbours who caine
to fee him, O make fure work for your fouls by get-
ting an intreft in Chrift, while you arein healch ; for
if T had that work to do now, what would come of
me. A little before his laft illnefs he wrote to a rev-
erend brother, ¢ Methinks itis ftrange, that it thotld
be your lot and mine to abide fo long on earth by the
ftaff, when fo many of our friends are dividing the
fpoil above; but God will have it fo; and to be
willing to live in cbedience to his holy will, is as true
an ad& of grace as to be willing to die when he calls.”
One afking him how he did, he anfwered, *“ 1 find
the chips#y off apace, the tree will be down fhortly.”

* He was fometimes taken with fainting fits, which =
when he recovered from, he would iy, ** Dying is €
but a little more.” Once he faid_after recovery, |

o into the hay-

bour, but I find I muit yet tos
27. Mr. Matthew Henry
what fudden; he faid alitcle’
him, ¢ You have be ufed tdit
ings of dying men’;_this is
in the fervice of God, @h
the moft comfortabl
one can live in this
89. Holy and lears
fore his death, let
nanted work of rg

fome.
about
\ ‘of the fay-
hat a life fpent
inion with him,is
nt life that any

eftimonuy to our coves
yand therein lie proves |
the warrantableng L 15 entering into cove-
nant with God unBef' the New Teftament times, and
thews, that this practice is’ the accomplifiment of
feveral Old-Teftament prophefies, fuch as Jer. 1. 4,
5 Il 1, 3 ' ZecBCYiti @ *Ha, 5,2 3 S
svhich relate to gofpel cisies, And when he wag, §
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dying, be fent feveral meffages to the prefbyt:ry of
St. Andrews, defiring them to adhere to God’s
~caufe and «covenant.—In his ficknefs he oft broke
out in facred raptures, extolling and commending
the Lord Jefus, whom he often called his bleffed
Mafler, his kingly King. When his death drew
near, he faid, I thall fhine, I'fhall fee him as he is, T
thall fee him reign, and all his faii company with
him, and I fhall have my large fhare: my eyes {hall
fee my Redeemer, thefe very eyes of mine, and no
other for me.”—When exhortingone to be diligedt
in fecking God, he faid, *“ It is no‘eafy thing tobea
Chriftian ; but for me, I have gotton the vitory, §
and Chrift is holding out both his arms to embrace
me.”—He was wonderfully firengthened againft”
the fears of fuffering atid of death, ¢ For,” fays he,
¢ 1 faid"to the Logd, if he fhonld {lay me five thou-
fand times, I would truft in him; and I gpoke it
with much trembling, fearing I fhould not make
my heart good. Butias really as ever he fpoke to
me by his Spirit, he witnefled unto my hearg, that
his grace fhould be fufiicient for me.”—He faid to
fome minifters that came to fee ‘him, * My Lord
and Mafter is th€'hief of ten thoufund of thoufands,
none is comparable to him in heaven or in earth,
Dear brethren, do all for him, pray for Chrift,
preach for Chrift, feed the flock committed to your
charge for Chrift; vifit and catechife for Chrift;
.do all for Chrift, andsbeware of man-pleafing. Feed
the fleck out of love, the chief fhepherd will dppede i
thortly.?” Once when he recovered from a faint.
ing fit hefaid, ¢ I feel, Lfeel, I believe, I enjoy, I
rejoice, I feed on manaa.”’—As he took “a little
wine in a {poon, Mr. Robert Blairfaid to him, You
feed on the dainties of heaven, and think nothing of
our cordials en .earth. He anfwered they are all
but dung, yet they are Chrifts creatures, and in o-
bedience to his command, I take them.—After fome
difcourfe Mr. Blair faid to him, What thirk you now .
©f Chrift? 'to which he replied, I' fhall live and a-

»

d "y



e
182 Affiicted Man’s Companion,

dore him; glory, glory, to my Creator, and to my§
Redeemer forever. Glory fhines in Emmanuel’s
land.—Afterwards he faid, O that my brethren did -
know what a Mafter I have ferved, and what peace

I have this day! I fhall fleep in Chrift, and when

I awake I fhall be fatisfied with his likenefs.” Then

he faid this night fhall clofe the door, and put my

anchor within the veil; I fhall go away in a fleep

by five o’clock in the morning:” which exadtly

fell out. That night, though he was very weak,

he oft had this expreflion, O for arms to embrace

him! O for a well tuned harp!

When fome fpoke to him of his former painfulnefs
and faithfulnefs in the work of God; he faid, * I
difclaim all that; the port I would be in at, is re-
demption and forgivenefs.of {ins through his blood.””
His laft words were, ¢ Glory. glory dwelleth in
Emmanuel’s land,” A i

29. Hilgh Kennedy, provoft of Ayr, svhen he was
a dying, a minifter faid to him, You have caufe, Sir,
to be allured that the angles of God are now wait-
ing at the ftoups of this bed to conyey your foul to
Abraham’s bofom: to whom his anfwer was, * I
am {ure thereof: and if the walls of this houfe could
fpeak, they could tell how many {weet days I have
had in fellowthip with God, and how familiar he
hath been with my foul.”— He was one of the great-
et wreftlers with God that was in the age wherein
he lived, and had moft remarkable returns of prayer,
The great Mr. Welch, in a letter from France, faid
to hiw, ¢ Happy is that city, yea, happy is that na-
tion, that hath a Hugh Kennedy in it; I have my-
felf certainly found the anfwers of his prayers {rom
the Lord in my behalf.” ‘

30. The great Mir. Robert Bruce, minifter of Ein-
burgh, when dying through weaknefs and old age,
being afked by one of his friends, How matters ftood
now betwixt God and his foul? anfwered, ¢ W hen
I was young, I was diligent, and lived by faith on the
Son of God; but now I am old, and not able to do

\
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fo much; yet he condefcends to feed me with lumps
of ferfe-” That morning before he died, he came
to breakfaft at histable, and having eat, ashe ufed,
one {ingle egg; he faid to his daughter, I think I
am yet hungry,” you may bring me another. But
prefently he fell into a deep m-ditation ; andhaving
mufed a while, he faid, ¢ Hold, daughter, hold, my
Mafter calls me.” With thefe words his fight
failed him. whereupon he called for the Bible; but
finding his fight gone, he faid, ¢ Caft me up the
eighth chapter of the epiftle to the Romans, and fet
my finger on thefe words, “I am perfuaded, that
néither death, nor life, nor angels, &c. fhall be able
to feparate me from the love of God, which is in
Chrift Jefus my Lord.” Now, faith lie, is my fin-
ger npon them? they told him it ®as, Then, with-
out any more, he faid. “Now God be with you, my
childrén, I have breakfafted with you, and fhall fup
with my Lord Jefus Chrift this night.” And fo gave
up the ghot.

31. John Stewart, provoft of Ayr, wasa fingu.
larly pious man; yet when he lay a-dying, he faid
to fome about him, “I go the way of all fleth, and
it may be fome of you doubt nothing of my well-
being : yea, I teftify, that except when[ flept, or
was on bufinefs. I was not thele ten years without
thoughts of God, folongas I could be in going
from my houfe to tlfe crols; and yet I doubt myfeli,
and am in great agony, yea, at the brink of difpair.”
But a day or two before he died, he turned his face
to the wall from company for twohours. Then Mr.
Fergufon theminifter coming in, aflked what he was
a-doing ? upon which he turned himfelf, with thefe
words, *I have been fighting and working ont my

falvation with fear and trembiing; and now 1 blefs
God, it is perfected, fealed, confirmed, and all fears
are gone.”’

32. Luther,” when he fell fick. made his will, in
which he bequeathed his deteftation of Popery to his
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friends, and to the paftors of the ‘church, having be-'
fore made this verle,
Leftis' eram vivus, meriens ero mors tau, Papa, *
In his laft will, he faith, O Lord God, I thank
thee that thou wouldit have me live a poor and indi- |
gent perfon upon earth. I have neither houfe nor
lands, nor poffeflions, nor money, to leave, Thou,
Lord, haft given me wife and children ; them, Lord,
I giveback unto thee. Nourifh, infiru&, and keep
them. O thou the Father of orphans, and judge of
‘the widows, as thoa haft done to me fo do to them,”
In his laft prayer, Feb. 18th, 1546 he hath thefe
words: ““I pray God to preferve his gofpel among
us; for the Pope, and the Council of Trent, have
grievous things in hand. O heavenly father, I give
thee thanks that theu haft revealed to me thy fon Je-
fus Chrift, whom I believe, whom I profefs, whom I
glorify, and whom the Pope and the root of the wick-
ed perieciite and dithonovr.”  Mr. Fox faith of Lu-
ther, “That a poor friar fliould be able to fland a-
gainft the Pope was a great miracle; that he fhould
prevail againft the Pope was a greater; and afte all
to die in peace, having fo many enemies, was the-
greateft of all.” / i
33. Mr. Jofeph Allein, a moft painful, laborious ’
minifter, being deprived of the u(g of his arms and
Jegs before his death, was afked by a friend, howhe =
dhe fo well contented to lie fo long in that con
tion 2, He anfwered, “What! is God my Father,;,
Jedss Chrift my Saviour, and the Holy Spirit my
Sandtifier and Comforter ; and thall I not be content
ut limbs and healcth? He is ane unreafonable
h that cannotbe content witha God, thoughhe
is

L
had nething elfe.”

When his people of Taunton came to Dorchefler
to fee him, where he lay; he was much revived, and:
wouldbe fet vp in the bed, have his curtains. draws
by, and defired them to fland ‘rounds about thebed;

1

and caufed to tz

<e out his hand, and hold it out tat}
1 Y s i & p s
them, that they might take it, as he ufed formerlyt
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do, when he had been abfent from them. And tho’
very weak, yet he fpake to them thus, ‘“ O how it
rejoiceth my heart to fee your faces, and to hear
your voices, though I cannét fpeak as heretofore un-
toyou. Methinks, I am now like old Jacob, witlr
all his fons about him. Now' you fee my weak ef-
tate ; thus I have been for many weeks {ince I part-
ed with you, but God hath been with me. My
friends, life is mine; death is mine ; in that covenant
of which I preached to yon, is all my falvation,and
all my defire: although my body do not profper, I
hope through grace my foul doth. Ihavelived a
fweet life by the promifes, and hope through grace
can die by a promife. It is the promifes of God that
will ftand by vs. Nothing but God in them will
ftand us in a day of affliction. My dear friends, I
feel the power of thefe dotrines 1 preached to you
on my heart, the doétrines of faith, of repentance, of
felf-denial, of the covenant of grace,of contentment,
&c. O that you would livethem over; now I cannot
preach them to you! Itisa fthame for a believer to
be caft down under afflictions, that hath fo many
glorious privileges, juftification, adoption, fanétifica-
tion, and eternal glory. We fhall be as the angels
of Godin a little while; nay to fay the truth, be-
lievers are, as it were, little angels already, that live
in the power of faith, O my friends, live like be-
Jievers, trample this dirty world under your' feet s
be not taken with its comforts, nor difquieted with

its crofles, you will be gone out of it fhortly.”
When they came to take leave of him, he wonld
needs pray with them as his weak ftate did fuffer
him, Than he faid, * Farewel, my dear friends ;
g0 home and live over what I have preached to you,
and the Lord provide for you when I am gone. Now
I cannot preach to you, but let my wafted ftrength,
and ufelefs limbs, be a fermon to yon. I am afraid of
fomeof you, after all I have fpoken to you. Thiere are
many profeffors swho can pray well, and talk well.
who we fhall find at the left hand of Ghiif¥ qu;hﬂ:, ’

y i
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day.  You h:x"e yous tr ades, your eftates, your rela-
tions ; be not taken with thefe, but with God: Q
live on him. For the Lord’s fake, go home and take
hieed of the world, worldly cares, worldly, comforts,
worldly relations, &c. Oh! 10" not my labours and
fufterings, let not my w: afted firength and ufelefs
lintbs, rife up in ]m gment againft you at the great
day of the Lord.” Then he m‘d ¢* The Lord hav-
ing givenauthority tohis, muuﬁcrs to blefs his people,
accordingly 1 blefs you in his name,” (uling the
words he always ufed after facraments) ¢ The Lord
blels you and keep you, the Lord caufe his face to
thine upon you, and gwc you peace, Andthe God
of . .peace, that brought again from the dead, our
Lord Jefits, that great Shepherd of the fheep, thro’
the blood of the everlal Hling covenant, make you per-
fe& n ev ery good work to do his will, working in
you that which is well p‘eaﬁng in his imht through
]Jx.,s Chr'ﬁ- to whom be glox y for ever and ever.
Amen,” !

Inthe mornmgs his firft fpeeches would be (whu:h
“he alfo ufed in his health) * Now we have one day
more; thisis one more for God ; now let us liye
well this day, work bard for our foule lay up much

.treafure in heaven this day, for we hayve but a few
to hve.

Being taken to the Bath, w here he met with ex-
t.uorgmary kindnefs from ﬂranfrers, for many re-
forted to him, to fee him, and hear him {peak, hay-
ing heard w hat a monument of mercy he was : he
did deli ight himfelf much in' the confideration of the 3
Lord’s kindnefs to him; and the tokens of ftrangers &
their love, and would often fay, ** I was a ftranger,
an d mercy took me in; in pufon and it canie to

;- fick and weak; and it wifited me.”. N, B He

lmd been much perfecuted, and put in prifon, for
no other crime but preaching the, g gofpel.

He had a moft pious and affeétionate wife, that

waited cloﬁ.uy upon hing to whomshe faid, ¢ Now g

be my. compmlon all my mbula, R

Qxec all thv nain g
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and labors for me at home and abroad, in prifon and
liberty, in health and ficknefs.” 'And he prayed,
that the Lord would requite her, fill her with all
manner of grace and confolations, and fupport and
carry her throngh all difficulties. 3
He had foine confliéts with Satan a little before
his Jeath: once he uttere! thefe words, *“ Away,
thou vile fiend, thou eneiny of 1all mankind, thou
fubtle fophiiter, art thou now come to moleft me ?
Now L am juft going! Now I am fo weak and
death upon me ! Trouble me not, forI am none
of thine! I am the Lord’s; Chriit is mine, and I
am his, his by covenant; I have {worn myfelf to
be the Lord’s, and his T will be: therefore: he
gone.” Theie laft words he repeated often, as
pleading his covenanting with Ged, as a mean to
refift the devil and his temptations.. When he look-
ed on his weak confuméd hands, he would fay,
¢ Thefe {bail be ehanged : this vile body fhall be
made like to Chrifl’s glorions body. O what a
glorious day will the day of refurredion be ! Me:
thinks I fee it by faith; how will the faints Lift up
their heads, and rejoice! and how fadly will the
wicked world look then! O come let vs make hafte,
our Lord will come fhortly ! Ii' we long to be in
heaven, let us haften with our work: for when
that is done, away we thall be fetched. O this vain,

foolith, dirty world! I wonder how reafonable *

¢reatrues can fo doat upon it | ‘What isin it worth
the looking aiter ! I care not to be in it longer than
while my Mafter hath either doing or fuffering
work for me: were that done, farewel to earth.”

This eminent faint had this teftimony given him
by one; It may be fiid of him, in as high a degree
as of moft f{aints on earchythat each thought was to
him a prayer, each prayer a fong, each day a Sak-
bath, each meal. a'facrament, and fo his life on
earth a foretafte of that eternal repaft, to which he
hath now arrived. ‘

| §
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34. The noble Marquis of Argyll, being a zeal-
ous friend of our covenanted reformation, was put
to death May 27th 1661. His friends contrived
methods for his making his efcape out of the caftle
of Edinburgh; but he thanked them, and told
them, he would not difown the geod caufe he had
fo publicly efpoufed, but refolved to fuffer the nt-
moft. When the fentence of death was paffed by
the parliament on Saturday May 25th, he faid,
¢ 1 had the honor to fet the crown upon the king’s
head, arrd now he haftens me to a better crown than
his own.” Then he was fent to the tolbooth. His
excellent lady embracing him when he entered
wept bitterly, faying, feveral times, The Lord
will require it.” Not any in the room could re-
frain from tearsy but the Marquis himfelf was per-
fe@ly compofed, and faid, ** Forbear, forbear; tru-
ly 1 pity them they know not what they are do-
ing : they may fhut me in where they pleafe, but
they cannot fhut out God from me. For my part,
I.am as content to be here as in the caftle, and as
content in the caflle as in the tower of London,”
(where he was firft put) *“ and as content there as
when at liberty : and I hope to be as content upon
the fcaffold as any of them all.”’—He added, that
he remembered a feripture cited lately to him by an
honeft minifter in the caftle, and endeavoured to put
it in practice, when Ziglag was taken and burnt,
and the people fpoke of floning David, * He en-
couraged himfelf in the Lord his God.”” All his
fhort time, till Monday, he {pent with the greateft
ferenity and cheerfulnefs, and in the proper exer-
cifes of a dying Chriflian. He faid to fome minif-
ters, allowed ro be with him in the prifon, that
fhortly they would envy him who was got before
them.—And added, *“ Mind what I tell you, my
{kill fails me, if you who are minifters’ will not ei-
ther {uffer much, or fin much : for though youn 2o
atong with tl men in part, if you do it not in
all things, you are but where you where, and o muft
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fuffer ; and if you go not at all in with them, yon
thall but fuffer.” - i :

The Marquis was naturally. timorous, but he de-
fired thofe. about him to obferve, as he could not
but do, that the Lord had heard his prayers, and
rémoved all fear from  him.. And indeed  his
friends work was to reftrain and qualify his fervent
longings after his diffolution, and not to fupport
him under the near views of it. The Lord was
exceeding kind to him at this time: for upon Mon-
day-morning, that day he fuffered, when he was in

the midftof company, and thronged with fubfcribing
papers relating to his eftate, he was fo overcome
with a fingular manifeftation from God, that ke
broke outin a rapture; and faid, “ I thoaght to have
concealed the Lord’s gooduefs, but it will not do;
Iam now ordering my athirs, and God is fealing
my ‘charter to a better inheritance, and juft now
faying tome, Son, be of good cheer, thy fins are for-
given thee” . After he had redired fometime alone,
when he opened the door, Mr. Hutchefon, one of
the minifters that attended him, faid to him, What
cheer, my lord ? he anfwered, ‘ Good cheer, Sir,
the Lord hath again confirmed and faid to me,
from heaven, Son, fe of gosd cheer, thy fins are for-
&iven thee”  And he gulhed out in abundance of
tears of joy, fo that he retired to the windows, and
wept there. Afterwards he faid in a perfeét rap-
ture to Mr. Hutchefon, ¢ I think his kindnefs over-
comes me : but God is good to me, and lets not
out too much of it here, for he knows I could not
bear it ; gec my cloak aud let us go.” But being
" told that the town-clock was kept back, fo that the
hour was not yet come: he anfwered, They are
far in the wrong;” and prefengly kneeled down
and prayed before all prefent, in a moft fweet and
heavenly manner, to the refrefhments of all that
were prefent.
When he was going out to the fcaffold, he faid, I
could die like a lloman,but I choofe rather to die
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as a chriftian. Come away, gentlemen, he that goes
firlt, goes cleanlieft.”—When going down, .he
called Mr. James Guthrie to him, and embracing
him in the moft endearing way, took his farewell of
him, Mr. Guthrie, at parting, addreifefi the Mar-
quis thus, * My lord, God hath been with you, he
is with you, and God will be with you; and fuch
is my refped for your lordfhip, that if I were not un-
derthe fentence of death myfelf, I could cheerfully
die for your lordfhip.” $So they parted for a
fhort feafon, in two or three days to meet ina bet-
ter place.

The Marquis, in his fpeech on the fcaffold hath
thefe words, ““ God hath laid engagements upon
Scotland ; we are tied by covenant to religion and
reformation. Thofe that were thenunborn are en-
gaged to it, and it paffeth the power of any under
heaven to abloive aman from the oath of God.”

35. Mr, John Wellh, minifter of the gofpel at
Ayr, whom Mr. Rutherford (in his preface to his
furyey of Antinemianifm) calls that apoftolic hea-
venly and prophetical man of God : and there tells
us, that he had it from thofe who were witneffes of
his life, that of every twenty-four hours he gave
ufually eight to prayer, and that he fpent many
nights in prayer to God, interceding for fuffering
Proteftants abroad, as well as for his mother-church

his heoly man, when prifoner in the caftle of
Blacknefs, and in the view of death (being con-
demned to it for maintaining the liberties of this
church, theugh afterwards the {eatence was chang-
ed into banifhment) in a letter to his Chriflian lady
hath thefe words:

¢ I long to eat of that tree which is planted in
the midft of the paradife of God, and to drink of
the pure river clear as cryftal that runs through
the fireet of the New Jerufalem. I long to be re-
frefhed with the fouls of them that are under the
altar, who were flain for the word of God, and
the teftimony that they held: and to have thefe

&
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leng white robes given me, that I may walk in
white raiment with thefe glorious faints, who have
wafhed their garments, and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb. Why fhould I think ic a
ftrange thing to be removed trom this place, to that
where my, hope, my joy, my crown, my elder
Brother, my Head, my Father, my comforter, and
all the glorious faints, are and where the fong of Mo-
fes and the Lamb is fung joyfully ; where we thall
not be compelled to fit by the rivers of Babylon, and
hang up our harps on the willow-trees, but fhall take
them up,and {ing the new hallelujah, Bleffing,honor,
glory, and power, to him that fits vpon the throne,
.and to the Lamb, for ever and ever? What is there
under the old vault of the heavens, and in this old-
worn earth, which is groaning under the bondage of
.corruption, that fhould make me defire to remain
here 7 I expe& that new heaven and new earth,
wherein righteoufnefs dwelleth, wherein I fhall reft
for evermore. I lock to get entry to the New Jerufu-
lem at one of the twelve gates, whereupon are writ-
ten the names of the twelve tribes of Ifrael. I know
that Jefus Chrift hath prepared them for me. Why
may I not then, with boldnefs in his blood, ftep into
that glory, where my head and Lord hath gone be-
foreme? Jefus Chriftis the door and the porter; whe
then thall hold me out. O thou faireft among the
_children of men, the delight of mankind, the light
of the Gentiles, the glory ofthe Jews, the life of the
dead, the joy of angels and faints, my foul panteth
to be with thee. I refufe not to die with thee, that
I may live with thee; I refufe not to fuffer «withs =
thee, that I may rejoice with thee. O when fhalls 3¢
1 be filled with his love! Surely if a man knew how
precious it is, he would count all thing§ bu_t drofs
and dung to gain it. I long for that fcaffold, or
that ax, or that cord, that might be to me that laft
ftep of this my wearifome journey, to go to thee,
‘my Lord. Who am I, that he fhould firft have call-
.d me, and then conftitute me a minifter of the glad

REENRIEN P 2L P RN R YN ¥ . el



192 v Afflicted Man’s Companion.

tidings of the gofpel of falvation thefe many years,
and now laft of all to be a fufferer for thy caule and
kingdom? Thefe two points, 1it, That Chrift is the
head of the church: zdly, 'That fhe is free in her
government from all other jurifdictlon; except Chrift;
yea, as free as any kingdom'under heaven, not only
to convocate, hold, and keep her meetings and af-
femblies, but alfo to judge of all her affiirs amongft
her members and fubjedts; thefe arethe caufe of
our fufferings. I would be moft glad to-be offered
up as a facrifice for fo gloriots a truth : but, alas !
I fear that my fins, and ‘the abufe of fo ‘glorious

thingsas1 have found,deprive me of fo fair a'crown ;

Yet my Lord doth know, if he would call me to it,
and f{lrengthen me init, it would beto me the moft
glorious day, and gladeft" hour I ever {aw in my life;
but I am in his hands, to do with .me whatfoever
{hall pleafe him. 3

This eminent faint {pent much of his time in’ the
mount of prayer and wreltling with God; was ad-

« mitted to very intimate nearnefs with him, and had
many fecret things revealed to him from God. He
ufed to fay, *“ He wondered how a Chriftian could
lie in bed all night, without rifing to {pend fome of
the night in prayer and praife.”

In his laft iilnefs he had.a great weaknefs in his
knees, caufed by his continual kneeling at prayer,
the fleth thereof became infen{ible, and hard like a
fort of horn : but when in his weaknefs he was de-
fired to remit fomewhat of his former painfulnefs, his
aniwer was, ** He had his life of God, and there-
fore it fi;ould be {pent for him.” During his fick-

‘neis he was {o filled with the fenfible enjoyment of

God, that he was fometimes overheard in prayer to
have t
novgh. thy {ervantis aclay vefiel, and can hold no
more.” :

36. Mr. Chriftopher Love, minifter of Laurence-
Jury in Loudon, who was beheaded on Tower-hill,
Auguft22, 1651 ,in time of Cromwell’s ufurpation,

efe words ; *“ Lord, hold thy hand, it is e-

e
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and for fufpeéted plotting againft his government ;
his words on the feaffold were moft pathetic and
weighty.—¢*Alckough, faid he, there be but little
between me and death; yet this bears up my heart,
there is but little between meand heaven. It com-
forted Dr. Taylor the martyr, when he was going to
.execution, that there were but two ftiles between him
and his Father’s houfe: thereis a leffer way between
me and my Fatber’s houfe, but two fteps becween me
and glory. It is but lying down upon that block,
and 1 fhall afcend upon a throne. I am this day
failing towards the ocean of eternity, through a
rough paffage, to my haven of reft, through a red fea
to the promifed land. Methinks I hear God fay to
me, as he did to Mofes, Go up to mount Nebo, and
die there; fo to me, Go up to Tower-hill, and die
their. Ifaac faid of himfelf, that he was old, and
yet he knew not the day of his death: but I connot
{ay fo. Iam young, and yetI know the day of my
death; and I know the kind of my death, and the
place of my death alfo. I am put tofuch a kind of
death, as two famous preachers of the gofpel were
put to before me; John the Baptift, and Paul
the apoftle, thy were both behcaded. I read alfo
in Rev. xx. 4. The faints werebeheaded for the word
of God, and teftimony of Fefus. But heren is the dif-
advantage which I lie under in the thoughts of ma-
ny; they judge, thatI fuffer not for the word of
God. or for confcience, but for meddling with ftate,
matters. To this I fhall briefly fay, that itis an
old trick of Satan, to impute the caule of God’s peo-
ples fufferings, to be contrivements againft the ‘flate-
when in trath, it is their religion and confcience they
are perfecuted for. The rulers of Ifrael would have
put Jeremiah to death upon a civil account, though
indeed it was only the truth of his prophefy that
made the rulers angry with him: and yet upon a
civil account, they pretend he muft die, becaufe he
fell away to the chaldeans, and would have brought
in foreign forces to invade them. The fame ghing

*
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is laid to my charge, of which I am as innocent as
Jerimiah was. So Paul, though he did but preach
Jefus Chrift, yet his enemies would have had him
put to death, under pretencethat he was a moverof
fedition. Upon a civil account, my life is pretended
to be taken away; whereas it is, beeaufe I purfue
my covenant, and will not proftitute my principles
and confcience to the ambition and lufls of men. [
had rather die a covenant.keeper, thanlive a cove-
nant breaker. Beloved, I am this day making a
double exchange: I am changing a pulpit for a
fcaflold, and a fcaffold for a throne; and I might
add athird, Tam changeing the prefence of this nu-
merous multitude on Tower.hill, for the innumera-
ble company of faints and angels in heaven, the holy
hill of Zion; and I am changing a guard of foldiers
for a guard of angels, which will receive me and
carry me to Abraham’s dofom. This feaffold is the
beft pulpit that ever I preached in ; in my church-
pulpie, God through his grace made me an inftra-
ment to-bring others to heaven. ““but in this pulpit
he will bring me toheaven.” ' Afterwardshe faid, *
. 5y, L hough my blood be not theblood of the nobles, yet
it is Chrifiian blood, minifter’sbleod yea more, it is
alfo innocent blood. I magnify the riches of God’s
mercy and grace towards me, that I who was bornin ¢
Wales, an obfcure country, and of obfcure parents,
fliould be fingled out to honorable fuffering. For
the firft fourteen years of my life I never heard a fer- &
mon preached ; yet in the fifteenth year of my life,
it_pleafed God to convert me. Bleffed be God,
who not only made me a Chriftian, but alfo a mini-
fter, judgeing me faithful and putting me into the
miniftry, which is my glory. I had rather be a
preacher in the pulpit then a prince upon a throne;
1 had rather be an inftrument to bring fouls to hea-
ven, than that all nations fhould bring tributetome.
Formerly (faid he) I have been under a fpirit of
- bondage ; yea, fometimes I have had more fear in
& dr;%ng out a tooth, than now Ihavefor cutting off
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my head. When fear wasupon me, death was not
near ; now death is near me, my fear is eyan-
ithed. T am comforted in this, though men killune
they cannot damn me; though they thruft me out
of the world, yet the cannot thut me out of heaven.
When I have thed my blood I expe the full decla-
ration of the remiffion of fins through the blood of
Jefus Chrift. 1 am going to my long home, and
ye to your fhort homes; but I fhall be at my home
before ye be at yours.”” He prayed, that feeing
¢ he was called to do the work which he never did,
he might have the ftrength which he never had.”

Dr. Wild, in his elegy, hath thefe lines.

Methinks I hear beheaded faints above

Call to each other, Sirs, muke roem for Love.

Who when he came to tread the fatal fiage,-

(Which prove’d his glory, and his en"mies rage)

His blood ne’er run to’sheart;  Chrift’s blood was there®
Reviving it; his own was all to fpare;

Which, 1iling in his cheeks, did feem to fay,

1s this the biood youn thirft for? Tak’c I pray.
Spedtators in his looks fuch life did fee,

Thart they appear’d more like to die than he. -
Light’'ning, which fill’d the air with blazing light,
Did ferve for torches at that difinal night

In which, and all nzxt day for inaay hours,

Heaven goan’d in thunder, and did weep in fhowers:
Nordo I wonder that God thunder’d fo, ~

When’s Boanerges murder’d lay below.

37. Mrs, Joyce Lewis being condemned to be
burnt for the Proteftant religion in queen Mary’s
reign, when fhe heard that.the writ for her execu-
tion was come, fhe faid to her friends, * as for death,
I fear it not; for when I behold the amiable counnte-
nance of Jefus Chrift my dear Saviour, the ugly
face of death doth not much trouble me.”

38. Bullinger of Zivrich, in his ficknefs, faid to his
friends, *¢ If the Liord will make any further ufe of
me and my miniftry in his church, I willingly obey
him ; but if he pleafe, (as I much dzsfire) to take *
e out of this mifer able life, I fhall exceedingly re-
joice, thatthe pleafech to take me out of this corrupt

5 P
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and wretched age to go to my faviour Chrift. For
(faid he) if Socrates was glad when his death ap-
proached, becaufe he thought he fhould go to Ho-
mor, Hefiod, and other learned men, whom he ex-
pefted to meet with in the other world; how much
niore do I joy, who am f{ure thatI fhall fee my fav-
iour Jefus Chrift, as alfo the faints, patriarchs,
prophets, apoftles, and all the hely men who have
lived from the beginning of the world ? Now, when
I am fure to fee them, and to partake of their joys,
why fhould I not willingly die, to enjoy their per-
petual fociety and glory £

39, Mr. Theodore Beza, a famous paftor in Ge-
neva, when he apprehended the approach of death,
revifed his will; and fo eafing himfelf of all worldly
thoughts, wholly betook himfelf to expett the time
of his departure, which he had much longed for.
He oft ufed the apoftles faying, * We are his work-
manfhip, created in Chrift Jefus unto good works.”
And that of Aguftine, Domine quod cepifti perfice,
ne in portue naufragium accidat. **Lord, perfet that
which thou haft begun, that I fuffer not fhipwreck in
the haven.” And that faying of Barnard ; Domine,
Sequemur te, per te,ad te. Te qui averitas ; Perte,
guia via: Adte, quea vita. “~Lord, we will follow
thee, by thee, to thee. Thee, becaufe thou art the
truth ; by thee, becaufe thou art the way; to thee,
becavfe thou art the life,”

40. Melan&hon of Wittemberg, Luther’s dear
companion, faid * That he much longed to be dif-
folved; andthat for two reafons; 1/2, That he might
enjoy the much defired prefence and fight of Chriit,
and of the heavenly church. . 2d/y, That he might
be freed from the cruel and implacable difcords of
divines.”’

41. Mr. John Bradford, a minifter and martyr
in Queen Mary’s reign, when the keeper told him
that the next day he was to be burnt in Smithfield,
he put oft his cap, and lifting up his eyes to heaven,
fuid, I thank Ged for it, it comes not Now to me on
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a fudden, but as a thing waited for every day and
hour; the Lord make me worthy thereof.”” One
Creflwell, offering to interpofe for him, and defiring
to know what his requeft was, he faid, ¢, I have no
requeit to make; if the queen give me my life I
will thank her; if the will banith me I will thank
kel ; if the burn me I will thank her; if the will con-
demn me to perpetual imprifonment, I will thank
her.” The Chancellor prefling him to do as others
had done, in hopes of the queen’s meicy; he faid,
* My lord, I defire mercy with God’s mercy, that
is, without doing or faying any thing againit God
and his trath.  But mercy with God’s wrath, God
keep me from. God’s mercy (added he) I defire,
and alfo would be glad of the Queen’s favour
to live as a fubje® without clog on concience: but
otherwife the Liord’s mercy is better to me than life,
Life in his difpleafure is worfe than death, and death
with his favour is true life.”

In his letter to Dr. Cranmer, Dr. Ridly, and Dr,
Latimer, he hath thefe words; ¢ Our dear brother
Rogers hath broken the ice valiantly, This day or
to-morrow at the uttermoft, hearty Hooper, {incere
Saunders, and trufty Taylor, will end their courfe,
and receive their crown. The nest am I, who hour-
ly look for the porter to open me the gates after
them, to enter into the defired reft. God for give me
my unthankfulne(s for this exceeding great mercy.
Though I {uffer juftly, (for I have been a great hyp-
ocrite, unthankful, &e. the Lord pardon me, yea,
he hach doneit, hehath done it indeed) yet what evil,
hath he done? Chrift, whom the preiates perfecute,
his truth which they hate in me, hath done no evil,
nor deferved death. O what am I, Lord, that thou
thouldf{t thus magnify me? Isit thy wont, to fend
for fuch a wretched hypocrite in a fiery chariot, as
thou didft fead for Elias?”

In one of his meditations, after confelling of fin,
faith he, ¢ O what now may we do ! defpair? no,
for thou art God, and therefore good; thou art
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ful, and therefore thou forgiveft fin: with thee.
tliere is mercy and propitiation, ‘m;-‘l therefore thou

are worfiippéd. When Adam finned, thou gaveit
him mercy before he defired it; aud wilt thou deny

s me*r:‘y; who now defire the fame; Adam excui-’
ed his fault, and accufed thee : butwe accufe our-

felves, andexcufe thee: and thall we be fent empty

away? How often in the wildernefs didft thou {pare

Ifrael, and defer thy plagues at the requeft of viof-

es, when the people themfelves made no petition to

thee? Now we do not only make ovr petitions to

thee, but alfo have a Mediator, far above Mofes, to

appear for us, even Jefus Chrift thine own Sos;
and fhall we (decar Lord) depart afhamed?—O

merciful Lord, for thine own glory fuffer not the

eremy of thy Son Chrift, the Romith Antichrift,

thus wretchedly to delude and draw from thee ovr

poor brethren, for whom thy dear Son once died,

&e. Suffer him not to feduce the fimple fort with

Lis fond opinion, that his fulfe gods, his blind,

mumbling, feigned religion, or his foolith fuperfti-

tion, doth give him fuch conquefts, fuch victories,

and fuch triumphs over us. But, O Lord, this is

thy righteous judgment; to punith us with the ty-

rannical yoke of blindnefs, becaufe we have caft a

way from us the {weet yoke of the wholefome words.
of thy Son eur Saviour.”

In his letter to Mrs. Anne Warcup, he faith,
My ftaff ftandeth at the door. I look  continually
for the fheriff to come for me; and I blefs God I
am ready for him.—Now go I to pradife that
which I have preached—Now I am climing up
the hill; it will ‘caufe me puff and blow before I
comie to the «liff. The hill is fteep and high, my
breath is fhort, and my firength is feeble. Pray
therefore to the Lord for me, that, as T have now
through his goodnefs even almoft come to the top,
I'may by his grace be flrengthened, not to reft till I
come where 1 thould be.”
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He was fingular for humility and felf-abafement,
though a molt eminent faint, ~ He fubfcribed fome
of his lecters, the moft miferable hard hearted un-
thankful finner, John Bradford. A very painted
hypocrite, john Bradford. Miferrimus peccator,
John Bradford. The finful John Bradford.

42. Mr. Edward Deering, a little before his.
death, faid to his friends, *“ As for my death, I blefs
God I feel and find fo much inward joy, and com-
fort to my foul, that, if I were put to my choice,
whtther I would die or live, I would a thoufand
times racher choofe death than life, ifit may ftand
with the boly will of God.”

43. Mr. Robert Rollock, when a-dying, prayed,
Lord, I have hitherto feen but darkly in the glafs
of thy word: now grant that I may enjoy theeternal
fruition of thy countenance, which I have fo much
defired and leaged for. Hafte, Lord, and do not
tarry; I am weary both of nights and days; come,
Lord fefus, thet I may come to thee. Break thefe
eye-flrings, and give ine others: I defire to,be dif-
folved, and to be with thee; hafte, Lord Jefus, and
defer no longer. Go forth, my weak life, and let a
better fucceed. O Lord Jefus, thruft thy hand into '
my bedy, and take my foul to thyfelf. O my fweet
Lord, fet this foul of mine free, that it may enjoy
her hufband.” '

44. Galeacious Carracciolus, marquis of Vico,
when a-dying, took leave of his wife, and all his
Chriftian friends, telling them, he would lead them
the way to heaven.. And he cried to Jefus Chrift,
that * As he had fought him all his life, fo now he
would receive and acknowledge him as his own.”

45. The famous Lord Dupleflis in France, when
a:dying, was much concerned for the church of God
in diftrefs, praying earnefily for her deliverance, He
particularly blefled fuch of his grandchildren as were
tollowing the {tudies of learning, faying, that he was
affuréd they thould be bleffed with the bleflings both
of heaven above, and of the earth beneath,” When
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a minifter fpoke of the fervice he had done the
church by his writings he faid, ¢ Alas, what was
there of mine in that work ? Say not, that it was I,
but God by me.”” Then, lifting up his hands above
his head, he cried three times, Mercy, mercy, mer-
cy. Adding, ¢ that he did it, to fhew that it was
the alone mercy of God to which he had recourfe.”
And declared, that his faith “was altogether
founded upon the goodnefs of God in Jefus Chrift,
vho by the Father had been made unto him, as to
all others that believe in him, wifdom, righteoufnefs,
{andification, and redemption.—** Away (faid he)
wich all merit; I call for nothing but mercy, free
mercy.””  When one was blefiing God for givin
him fuch peace and comfort at his end, he faid, [
feel, I feel what I fpeak. As to his faith of the
truths of God, he faid, *“ He was entirely perfuaded
thereof, by the demonftration of God’s holy Spirit,
which was more powerful, more clear, and more
certain than all' the demonftrasions of Euclid.”
When fecretly praying, he was overheard faying in |
broken fentences, *“ I{ly,I fly to heaven. Let the
angels carry me to the bofom of my Saviour.” Af-
terwards, he faid, ‘* I know that my Redeemer liv-
eth,and I thall fee him with thefe eyes, Hifce oculis;”
which words he repeated four or five times. "

46. Jerome of Prague, when he was faftened to
the ftake, and the executioner began to kindle the
fire behind him, he bade him kindle it before his
face. * For (faid he) ifI had been afraid of it, I
had not come to this place, having had fo many op-
portunities offered me to efcape it.” ~ |

44. Mr. Hooker, a minilter in New England,
when one that ftood weeping at his bed-fide, when
he ldy a-dying, faid to him, Sir, you are going to
receive the reward of all your labours, he replied,
¢ Brother, I am going to recetve mercy.”

48. Mr. Heron, another minifter there, when dy-
ing, and leaving a family of many finall children
his poor wife fell a-weevine. and faid. Alas! whae
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will become of all thefe children ? He prefently and
pleafantly replied, = Never fear ; he that feeds the
young ravens, will not ftarve the young Herons.”
And indeed it came to pafs accordingly. It was
an ancient obfervation concerning the Englith mar-
tyrs uncer the bloody Marian perfecution, * That
none of them went more joyfully to the ftake, than
thofe who had the greateft families to commit unto
the Lord. f

49. Chryfoftom, whom the emprefs Eudoxa; (an
Arian) fent a threatening meffage to him, he faid,
“ Go tell her, Nil niff peccatum timeo, I fear nothing
but {in.”” When he was fentenced to banifhment,
he faid, None of thefe things trouble me : for I faid
before within myfelf, if the emprefs will, let her
banifh me ; the earch is the Lord’s, and the fullnefs
thereof. If the will, let her faw me afunder; Ifaiah
was fo ufed: If fhe will, let her caft me into the fea,
I will remember Jonah: If the will, let her caft me
into a burning fiery furnace, or to the wild beails;
the three children and Daniel were fo ferved : Ifthe
will, let her ftenie me, or cut oif my head: I have:
St. Stephen and the Baptift for my companions, If
the will, let her take away all my {ubftance ; Naked
came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked {hall I
retvrn thither again.”” But I muft break off, for
time would fail me to enumerate the many inftances
of the faith, love, padence, hope, courage and con-
ftancy of the {aints and martyrs of Jefus,when in the
view of death. Some have told the perfecutors,
¢ That they might pull their hearts out of their bo-
dies, but they could never pluck the truth out of their
hearts.”” Qthers have {faid, ¢ That if every hair of
their heads were men they fhould all fufter death
for Chrift and his truths.—Oh (fuid one of them)
can 1 die but once for Chrift ?”’

To conclude ; let thefe examples prompt us to.
feck grace from God, and make it our earneft ftudy
to imitate and follow fuch a cloud of witnefles, that
we may die martyrs in refolution, our graces may be
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moft lively at the laft, our evening fun'amay fhine
brighteft, and we may go off the ftage glorifying
God, and leaving a fweet favour bebmd us, as d}eie
famous worthies, whole praife is in the churches,
have done before us.

Direcr, VIL Let dying perfons be much in prayer
and ejaculations to God.

RAYER is the native breath of renewed fouls;

it is as neceflary to their fpiritual life, as breath

is to the natural life, Lam, iii. 56. ¢ Hide not thine
ear-at my breathing.” The firft thing a child of
God doth, when he is new-born, is to breathe by
prayer. Ads ix. 1. ¢ Behold he prayeth.” And
it is alfo his laft work in the world to pray, Ads
vii. 59, 60. * And they floned Stephen, calling up-
on God, and faying, Lord Jefus receive my {pirit.
And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice,
Lord, lay not this fin to their charge. And when
he had faid this, he fell afleep.” A dying Chriftian
hath many to pray for; he is to pray for the church
of God, for his friends and relations, and alfo for his
enemies. as Stephen did, of which I fpake before.
But efpecially he muft pray for himfelf, that {in may
be forgiven, and that he may have fafe conduét

through the ftark valley. I have heard of fome,

that have been found dead upon their knees; a no-
ble pofture to die in ! How agreeabls is it, to enter
praying into the land of prade? So did Stephen,
yea, fo did our blefled Saviour himfel®; ¢ Father,
forgive them, for they know not what they do. Fa-
ther. into thy hands1 commend my {pirit.” The laft
words that holy Ufher uttered were, ¢ But,Lord,in
fpecial forgive my fins of omifion.” Lord (faid
dy"mg Beza) perfect that which thou haft begun; that
I futfer not (hipwreck in the haven.” I remember
to have read of an old minifter, when he found death
ap_prf)achlng, he faid, ¢ I defire to die like tire poor
thief, crying to the crucified Jefus for mercy. I am
nothing

2, I have nothing, I can’do nothing, except
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what is unworthy. My eye, and hope, and faith, is
to Chrift on his crofs. I bring an unworthinefs like
that of the poor dying thief unto him, and have no
more to plead than thee. Like the poor thiefcrucified
with him, I am waiting to be received by the infinite
grace of my Lord, into his kingdom.” Let us in
like manner die, crying to a crucified Jefus for mer-
cy. Lord, remember me, now thou art in thy king-
dom.

O dying Chriftians, remember the time of prayer
is near an end ; after death there will beno more oc-
cafion for prayer. O then beg that the fpirit of

rayer may be fo poured down upon you at this
time, thatyou may be enabled to pour out your heart
before God, both for yourfelf and others. © how
£arneftly thould you pray then, when you are taking
your leave of prayer | Mind the example which your
Reédeemer gave you; it was before his death that
he offered up prayers and fupplications with ftrong
crying and tears unto God. I acknowledge fick and
Alying perfons are frepuently out of cafe for making
prayers of any great length or continuance (which
confideration fhouldexcite us to the greater diligence
in prayer in the time of our health) and therefore
they ought to be the more frequent and fervent, in
fhort and fuitable ejaculations and petitions to God,
as their exigencies do require.

Some meditgtions and ejaculations proper for fick and
dying perfons, and efpecially for a dying believer.
Lord, thou art the God of my life, and haft
O the keys of death in thy hand. Thou haft
meafured the length of my life, and appointed the
hour of my death. The number of my months and
days is with thee and thou haft appointed the bounds
over which I cannot pafs. '
What is my life but a vapour, that, appeareth for
a little time, and then vanifheth away ? At the long-
eft how fhortis it ! and at the ftrongeft, how weak ! .
¢ What man is it that liveth here, and fhall not fee
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death? When afew daysare come, I will go the
way whence I fhall not return.” God hath dCCI‘C.cd
it, fin hath deferved it, my frailty demonftrates it,
death’s harbengers proclaim it, and I muft expeét it

There is no difcharge in this war, no exemption
from .death’s firoke. Death’s meflengers are come
to warn me, that my laft day and laft hour draweth
nigh. The found of their mafter’s feet is behind
them. This clay-houfe muft be diffolved, my fou]
diflodged and my place here fhall know me no more ;
I will be quickly as water {pilt on the ground, that
cannot be gathered up again.

_ O that I may be fuitably exercifed in my prefent
weak and dying condition ! When my flefh faileth,
and my heart fainteth within me, O that God may
be the firength of my heart, and portion forever !
W hen the keepers of the houfe do tremble, let God
watch over it, and be the keeper of my foul ! When
the grinders do ceafe, becaufe they are few, let my
foul be fed with manna from heaven. When the
daughters of mufic are brought low, let my foul be
difpofed for hearing the fong of Mofes and the Lamb,
in the temple above. When thefe that look out at
the windows are darkened, let the eyes of my foul
be enlightened to behold, with the dying martyr
Stephen, the heavens opened, and the glorious Jefus
ftanding on the right hand of God, making intercef
fion for me, and ready toreceive me. Let my hope
and defire look out at the windows, and fay, **Why
is his chariot fo long a coming? and why tarry the
wheels of his chariot? Make hafte, my beloved, and
be thou like a roe or a young hart on the;mountains
of Bether.”

O that I may ebferve the afliting hand of God in
my prefent ficknefs! Surely affliGion cometh not out
of the duft, nor doth trouble fpring out of the ground.
O Lord, rebuke me not in' thy indignation, nor chaf-
ten me in thy hot difpleafure. Have mercy on me,

.0 Lord, forI am weak ; and heal me, for my bones
are vexed' - When thou with rebukes doth corre@
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man for iniquity, thou makeft his beauty to con-
{fume away like a moth : Surely every man s vanicy,
The forrows of my heart are enla: O bring me
out of my diftreffes. Liook upon my afii¢tion apd mv
pain, and forgis= all my fin. I look for fympathy' to
my great High Prieft, who is touched with thy feel-
ing of my infirmities. My help and {trength it ir. hinx

O thdt when I am afilited, I may not defpife the
chaftening of the Lord, nor fzint when I am 'rebuk-
£d of him ! Let me hear the rod, and him thab hath
appointed it. Let me kifs the rod, and accept of the
punifhment of mine iniquity. O that in my aflidtcn
I may be helped to humble myfelf greatly befere the
God of my fathers, and jmake a true and penitent
.confeflion .of my fins !

Oh ! what fhall I fay to'thee, O thou preferver of
men ? I will fay, Lord, be merciful to me: heal my
foul, for I have finred againft thee. Iacknowledge
that through an evil heart of unbelief, I have many
. time departed away from theliving God. O how -
vainly and f{eolifhly have I lived in the world! How
Havith of my precious time ! How wnmindful of my
latter end! How carelefs of my immortal {oul !
- How little in preparation for eiernity ! Oh, my own
heart condemus me, my {ins teftify againft me ; and
thou who knowetft them better than 1 do myfzlf, to--
gether with their feveral aggravations, mighteft juft-
ly condemn me too. But my comfort is, that with
ithee the Lord there is mercy, that thou mayeft be
feared; and with thy Son there is plenteous re-
demption ; wherefore, for his fake, be pleafed to for-
.give me all'my paft tranfgrefiions, whether in tho’t,
~ word, or deed, thofe I remember, and thofe I have
forgotten, and let them neither be charged on me to
~my jhame and confufion in this world, nor to my
- everlafting ruin in that which is to come. Lerd,

forgive the follies of my childhood, the extravagan-

cies of my youth, and all the iniquities of my riper

years.
S
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a
Ch! I am polluted with fin, and dare not appear '
before God with my own filthy rags upon me. 1
When Adam loft thie garment of original righteounfs :
nef:, he fled from God, and dreaded the {ummons j
of oifended juilice. Now, therels ®o appearing be- .
#ore God with acceptance, but in the garment of his
Son my_elder brother, Now can have boldnefs to
enter into the holieft of all, but by the blood of Je-
fus. O cnable me to difclaim whatfoever duties
have perforn or praces I have exercifed, and to
rely on a crucified Chrift alone for parcon and life,
Though thou {layeft me, let me die trufting in and
cleaving to a crucified jetus. o
" Now the powers of darkuefs will feck to raife al
tempeft to fhipwreck the vefiel of my foul, when it
avould enter into the eternal haven : O that like the
wife martiner, when the ftorm approacheth, L may
endeavour to fecure the vellel with the anchors of
faith and hepe faftencd on the Rock Chrift.
O that, when the time of combat wich my laft ene-
my cometh, I may above all take the theld of faith,
svhereby I may be fheltered from the fting ofdeath,
and may quench the fiery darts of the wicked one!
O that the Lord of hoits, the Captain of my falva- 3
tion, may he with me in my laft confli¢t, and may |
__~rhkelp me'to put on the whole armour of Godgtand
" pive me fkill to ufe it, that T may be able to ftand
in the evil day | Teach my hands ro 'war <and my
»

fingers to fight, that through thee T may; valiant
ly, and trecad down all my enemies. O that no
T may finilh mmy courfe, and fight the good fig
of faith, that at death I may receive fthe crown
righteoufnefs, which the righteous judge will give
to all that love his appearing. O that my faith ma
ripen into 2 full affurance, that I may gooff the ftag
with joy, and an abundant entrance may be admini
tered unto me into the kingdom of my Lord and
Baviour Jefus Chrift! Y

O that the night of my death may {hine bright
svith the fparkling ftars of heavenly graces! Lord
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increafe my faich et the pilgrim’s faff of faith ba
ey 5
O

(=N

end, O let me get Chriit all in 1ny arms, like okf
Simegon Leforc his death, that I may fay, like him,
* Now let thy fervaut dep.z. ¢ in peace; for my eyes
have feen thy fllthsOl Kindle the fire of heaven-
ly love in my foul, and give me a tafte of heavenly
Joys. #:Oifon o“e beam .of thy ligh, to L aifh aw:'f'
ail my doubts and fears! Lord, lecin fome hing of
heaven to my foul, before itfelf go into hrzf.vcn.
Lord, take me -not out of this life till thou haft
ficted me for a bettery -May I be fitced for heayven
before I'ieave the earth, and finith my work before I
finifh my courfe ! Make me ready to meet thee a
thy coming, that {o thy coming : miay not be tlic mat-~
ter of my terror, but Jie matter of my hope, defires,
and; ]oyful e\pc&anor O that [ may be in a long-
ing frame for that bleiled time, when he'will come,
‘and put a period to all my mls, {orrows, *10\’L,(.;,
and temptat.oas here; and when I thall exchang
my prefent being in the body,for an everlafting be-
ing with the Lord ! Lord, firengthen my faith and
hope, that {o neither the {w cetnefs of life, the pmn
of death, nor apprehenfioas about my furure fate,
may make me unwilling todie. Isiny Redeciaze
afeended, and gone before meé to areparea plazc o
me; why.then fhould I be flothful to go in, and poi
fefs the good land. '
Mergy hath filled up all my life, and brought me
near t0 the end of it; O let ic not leave me now,
when all'the enjoymwt" of t‘l’* world are nothing
to 'me-and T am to take-an ev
them all, ile
thy love, wonld be i’rr“'\rm 1'd o
foul. O remember the word to t..y Icr'\':uz
which thon caufed me. to hope; {
i, I will never leave thee, nor
O fulfil this wcs’d to me in tl
Tet me never go off
5”1 ty coal feieic cey
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fleecp m Jefus. Let me breathe out my departing
foul to thee, and truft it in thy hand and fate-keep-
ing ; and let my fleth reftin hopes of rifing gloviouf-
ly at the laft day, through him whois the refurrece
tion and the life; the Lord Jefus Chriit,

Love and praile is the exercife of faints for ever;
may I be acquainted with it here ! O fhall I not
love and praife him, who hath forgiven all my ini-
quities, healed all my difeafes, redeemed my life
trom deflire&ion, and crowned me with loving-kind-
nefs and tender mercies? He hath caufed goodnefs
and mercy fcllow me all the days of my lite ; and
faall I rot follow him with praifes at the end of it 2

Now the time of my departure is at hand, and
the lamp of life is ready to be extinguifhed. O that
I may dic4n faith, that whether thelamp go out of
its own accord, or by fome fudden blaft, it may.be
lighted again by the immortal beams of the Sun of
righteoufnefs | And though I be overtaken with
the fleep of death, and lic down in the bed of the

-grave: yet fhall I awake again in the morning of
the reforredtion, that merning which fhall never be
ficceeded by an evening ; when I fhali behold thy
face in rightecufnefs, and be eternally fatisfied with
tay likenefs. :

Now I am going the way of all the earth, ready

to launch forth into ‘eternicy, where I fhall be fixed
in my everlafting condition. = Grant me, Lord, the
perfedt ule of my feafes; of my reafon, and mnder-
tanding;, that I may glorify thy name, and edify
my neighbours to the lait moment of my departure.
And now, when T'am to confli with the -king of
terrors, O fupport and affift me in my foreft extremi-
ties and laft agonies. O mercifully mitigate deaths
pangs, and let my paflage be cafy, and my landing
tafe.  Stand by me in my dying moments, and fue-
cour my foul in thy hands from all its deadly ene-
mies, And when' I am numbered among the dead,
let me alfo be numbered among the redeemed and
bleffed of the Lord for ev




QO Lord, thou.determineft
man’s life, and the bounds of 1
“hair of my head cannot fall to ¢
th/ providence, far lefs can my wi
the grave without it. Thou haf 1‘ me 'E‘" i
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Ll,o’l iy guard, eve "'/ bw r
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thon have L atched - me away o/ a h
and fudden ttroke ; but in thy goods
pie warning, and dme to, fet
order. G ;ru.o ufly finith avhas’s cow
the work of thy grace in my I
thoroug .11] ac;onp,.‘h and: futps!
thy bleifed prefzage.  May 1

Lhour, that I inay not die for fin hereaftpr. (, aufe)
fin w I;ufiv to die before'me, that it may n t.rife in|

judgment a

nit me afcerc
G (JJJ be; thou my. ref
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though *ue waters of af
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Wd {oorleis t0 the Father,, that ie: may come to-the

fk)l“w of jult mea mad puleht and join with th
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Llood, to \cca"n power, honor, gloxy, aud blefling
for ever.” Amen.

Soine mediiaiions for drooping belicvers, whendeath is

RS, who have mel with many

nibles, and dangers in their journeys,
y come near to their own country ;
v ftranger and | pllgnm chat hath
ering in a wildernefs, be glad when
"'{ comE neat n y bleifed home, my dear friends, and
~eter,7al habitation:
With what cheerfulnefs do fome women endure
the pains of child-bearing, being fupported with the
: }xnpc“ of a child’s being horn i thie world? And
‘v hat is the joy of a man child being brought into
/ this finful and miferable world, to the joy ofa fanéi-
tfled foul’s being’ brought out of it into heaven for
ever s Tgis 115a1a11t when the hard winter gocth
over Athe meflengers ' of the fprmg, the finging of
Lzrds/th come, and {hall not I rejoice when fick-
nefs and fo{‘erhrx'le s of death do tell me; that the
Cwidter ofmy darknefs and trouble'is paft, and the
. {ommer of my eterral light and joys is at hand ?
\Jh‘;f: (houvh death Le the king of terrors? is not
* glorious Chriit the Ling of comforts? Have not I
met alréady with this blefled king : and why {Lould
Ifear to meet with' the other? O let my firength
and fupporzat this time come from Chrift; my co-
venanted rédeciner
© Iord, deriver my foul from death, mine eyes
from tears oxid r‘v feet {rom fuiling ! O bring me
out of the miry clay, fet my feet upon a rock, and
eftaplifh “my goings, and put a new fong in my
mouth, even pralfec to our Ged!
i3 "‘.’.:L 4etitd6wn {6 ¢theerfu ly mto ngpt
when God had faid unto him, *¢ fear not to go
down ; for I will go down with thee, and I will
br'n,r thee vp again,” why fhould a believer fear to
£0o down to the ¢ urave when God hath undertaken
to go down with h.m thither, acd to bring him up
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again ? His body may be turned into duft, but God is
1 covenant wich his duft and will not fuffer the leaft
particle of it to be loft.

Are not the righteous take away from the evil
to come? Do they not reft in their beds, and enter
into peace? Why then thould I grudge at dying?
When the Lord is to bring heavy wrath and judg-
ments vpon a land, he frequently houfeth many
of his pzople in heaven before hand: and how hap-
py are thefe that win the houfe before the fwceping
hail-thower doth fall. A believer needeth not to
look for any fettled fair weather in this world: it
will be notning but one fhower up, and anoth
down, tiil he be houfed in heaven. O why then
thould I linger in this wildernefs |-

How highly dignified  is the believer, in being
made an heir of God, and a joint heir with his own
Soa Jefus Chrift! fo that Chriftand the believer do,
as it were, divide heaven betwixt them; they have
the fame Father, dwell in the fame houfe, {it at the
fame table, reign on the fame throne, and partake of
the fame glory. O whdt honour is this, which is
put 2pon a worm of the earth ! It is indeed but lit-
tle that the young heir enjoys of the inheritance
while in this world ; no more than will ferve to bear
his charges to heaven, where he fhall get all, forget
his prefent firaits, and remember his poverty no
more. Owhy then thould not I, like a young heir,
be looking and longing for the expiring of my mi-
nority, when I {fhallarrive at ripe age, and enter up-
on the full pofleflion of the inheritance! O that I
could fend out faith -and hope, thefe two faithful
fpies, to furvey ihe promifed land, or at leaft to vifit
the borders of my elder brother’s country ! what an
encouraging report would they bring back ! My
glorious Lord is gone, he hath left the carth, and
entered into his glory; my brethren and: friends
have many of them arived there alfo. How great
-is the difference betwixt my ftate and their’s ! I am
groeiing out ‘my complaints, but they are {ingiag
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God’s praife; I am in darknefs and cannot fee God 3+
but they are in light, and fee him face to face. O

" my Lord, {hall 1 itay behind, when they are gone ?
Should I be fatisfied to wander in the wildernds, far
diftant from my Facher and my God, when they are
triumphing above, dividing the fpoil? No, 1 will
look ikl after them with .a fleadfalt eye, and cry
O Lord, how long? I will wait now in hepe, yea,
rejoice in the forethougyts of the day, when my mi-
nority fhall be expired, my pilgrimage finifhed, my
banithment over, that I may get home to my cousn-
try and friends above.

What though my days be dark and gleomny now,
my winter be tharp and ftormy ? why, itis but fhort,
and near over; the eternal fummer approacheth;
the long day, the high fun, and the fair garden of
my well-beloved, above thefe vifible heavens, will
quickly make amends for all. l.etme get up by
faith, and vifit the the new land, view the fair city,
and behold the white throne, and the Lamb that fits
thereon, that I may rejoice in hope of the glory of
God. :

Shall many of the heirs of wrath go finging and
rejoicing to hell; and will an heir of God go dreop-
ing and forrowing to heaven? Oh, let me not,
by my behaviour on a death-hed, brieg vpa bad-re-
port upon Chrift’s good way, and theland which/he
hath purchafed.

Have [ fuch great’and preciovs promiles left me,
and fhall I notlive and {ced upon them in the time
of my need? Shall I not truft the word of him that
is faithful and trae? Hath he not faid to me, W hen
thou pa gh the waters, I willbe with thee;
aad through the rivers, they fhall not overilow thee;
when thou walkeit through the fire, thou-fialt not
be burat; neither thall the fame kindle upon thee !”
When the difciples were {ore tolled with winds and

Tawaves, thow cameil to them in the fourth watcli of
the nipht, wdiking on.the waters; atid when theif
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ly followed a great calm, My Redeemer’s compaf~

. hions continue ; his bowels are not fhut up this day,
more than in the days of his flefh.  ¢¢ Jefus Chriftis
the fame to day, yefterday, and ferever.”

Ah! T have teo little improven my aequaintance
with precious Chrift in the day of my life! how
ready am I to miken and miftake him, when he
changeth his difpofitions towards me! Though I
have been long at Chrift’s fchool, what {imall profi¢-
iency have I madein the work and myftery of faith ?
How little have I learned to believe in the dark,
and to drop an anchor at midnight upon the rock
of ages, and to look out for the dawning of the day?

Surely the day fhall break, and the fhadows flee
away: my King cometh, my well-beloved: is on his
way ; he hath fent his letter before him to warn me
of it, faying, *“ Behold I come quickly.” O that
like thie cold and wearied night-watch, I may be
looking out for the appearing of thc morning-ftar,
and the breaking of the eaftern fky; and may be
fill crying, * Even fo come Lord Jefus, come

uickly.” ;
Thou haft faid, ¢ Light is fown for the righteous,
and gladnefs for the upright in heart.” = Surely
" God’s feed fhall not lie always beneath the clods;
the time is at hand, when it thall fpring; and joyfud
will the crop be at left. O that, like Pavid in af-
flition, I would encourage myfelf in the Lord my
God, and fay, ¢ The Lord liveth, blefled be my
rock!”” why {hould I dreop while my Lord livech,
and my rock flandeth? My hopes may die, my com-
forts may die, my gifts die, my riches die, my re-
lations die, and my body die; but good news,
“ The Lord liveth, blefled be my rock!” The
diftiples had a melancholy time while Chrift was
dead, and lying in the grave; but that {ad time is

ver, heisinow rifen, and will die no more. Nay,
he hath proclaimed it for my comfort, faying,
¢ Fear not, I am the firkand the laft- Iam he
that livech and was dead: and behold I am alive
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forevermore, amen; and hayve the keys of hell afd
death.”

When my foul is caft down within me, let me re-
member God from the land of Jordan, and the hill
Mizar : that 1 may reafon myfelf out of all my fears
and difcouragements ; for yet ** the Lord will com-
mand his loving kindnefs in the day time, and in the
night his fong fhall-be with me. and my prayer to
the God of my life.”

“ Why then art thou caft down, O my foul, and
why art thou difquieted within me? hope thou in"

- God, for I fhall yet praife him, who is the health of
my countenance, and my God.”
,  Now,when death is at hand, let not my Saviourbe
far off. He who remembered the dying thief and
{poke comfortably to him, let him now remeniber
me when he is feated in his kingdom; and fay to my
foul, ¢ This day thou fhalt-be with me in paradife.”
When it is abfent from the body, let it be prefent
with the Lord. ~Let the angels now be ready to do
their office, to carry my departing foul into Abra-
ham’s bofom. Let me now depart, that I may be
with Chrift; yea, be for ever with the Lord, that I
may fee his face. Let me dwell there, where they
have no night, need no candle, nor light of the fun
forever; where God fhall wipe away all tears from
their eyes, and there {hall be no more death, neither
forrow nor crying,
i Father, into thy hands I cormmit my fpirit. By
the hands of him who hath redeeined ic, let it be pre-
fented to thee without {pot or wrinkle, or any fuch
thing.

An addition to fome further Mediiations proper for any
Jick perfon in the view of death.

FEYHE Lord is pleafed fometimes to calt mea

down on beds of ficknefs, and drasy the cvr- *

tain betwixt the world and them, that they may

take a view of their by pait life, and future {ftatey

Now is it time for me to took into my foul, and cx-
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-
when they think themfelvesfure of it! T'hey miftake
a forin ofgodlinefs for the power of it, and therebs;
deceive themfelves, thinking diemfelves fomething
when they are nothing.

Someicome the length as tofhed tears, as Efay
did; protefs fair,{yea, fizht for the Lord, as Saul
and jehu did; with for the end of the righteous, as
Balaan did: defire God’s people to pray for them,
as Pharaoh and Sinoa Magis did; walk fofily, and
mourh. for fear of judgments, as Ahab did; joy in
gofpel ordinances, and reform in many things, as
Herod did; prophefy aund fpeak well of Chriit, as
Caiaphas and Judas did ; be convinced and tremble
at hearing a fermon, as Felix did; yea, talte the
good word of God, and the powers of the world to
come, as epoftates have done: and yet for all thefe
attainments, remain firapgers to the faving work of
the Spirit on the heart,

O that the confideration of hypocrites attainments
might ald¥m me out of my fecurity, and make me
reftlefs till'T find the diftinguithing marks of true
grace, and{incere faith in my foul ! O that I could
jay, thereisa principle inme, thatwill not fuifer me
to build on any foundation in the world but Chrift
and his rightoufnefs ; that makes me content with
Chrit, with all his offices, wich all his precepts, and
with his very crofs for his fake! Doth the love of
Chrift keep me back from {in, more than thelaw,or
fear of hell? HaveI aimed at God’s honour in all
my actiens, civil, natural, and religious? Am I hum-

ted, and denied to mineown will, wit, credit, eafle
and honour, and to all the enjoyments of the world?
Am I acquainted with the throne of grace, and de-
firous to keep up a conflant correfpondence with it?
O le: me not reft till I preceive thefe thingsin my
foul which accompany falvation.

O how comfortable would it be to me now, if I
could fay with good Hezekiah in his ficknefs, *¢ Re.
member now, Q Lord, how I have walked before

amine my flate. - Ch, bow many do mifs ﬁzlvatxo?,
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thee in truth, and with a perfect heart, and have
done that which is good in thy fight #” O that |
could pray, and fay, with Jefusmy Saviour, when
in the view of death, ¢ Father, lhave glorified thee
on the earth ; I have finifhed the work swhich thou
gavelt me to do : and now,O Father, glorify thou
me with thine own felf; with the glory which thou
hadit ordained for me before the world was !

- Alas, Lord, I muft confefs, my iniquities have
gone up above mine head; my miflpent time, my
unfruitfulnefs under the means of grace, and water-
ings of ordinances, may caufe me tocry out, Who is
me for the leannefs ofmy foul, and barrennefs of my
heart! I have been an empty vine, bringing forth
frait-only to myfelf, I have hid my Lord’s money,
and therefore déferve the doom of the wicked and
flothful fervant. ‘But my relief is'in my Surety’s
righteoufnefs, Blefled be the Lord, who hath fent
his Son to blefs thofe who by nature lie under the
curfe, and to intercede for thofe that cannot fpeak
for themfelves. O how fuitable is he 0 my foul’s
cafe ! I have indeed a multicude of fins, but hehath
a multitude of tender mercies; I have deep and
heinous guilt, but ke hath a-deep fountain for wafh.
ingit out; I am fold under {in, but hehath a ranfom
to buy me back again; my fore is broad, but his
plaifter is anfwerable; my wound is great, but his
balm is excellent. Surely it is my wifdom to go to
Chrift withall my grievances, and always to lie and
cry at my Redeemer’s door.

O that now, when the fun of my life is fitting, the
blefled Sun of righteoufnefs may arife and fhine up-
on my foul! Goodnefs and mercy hath followed
me while Ilived ; O that Chrift and glory may meet
me when I die! I muft acknowledge thy geodnefs ;
were this the laft hour I had to live, and this thelaft
word I had to {peakin the world, I behoved to fay,
Lord thou haft been a merciful and gracious God to
me ; my whole life hathbeen a continued trac of
mercy ; Lord, crown the end of it with mercy alfo
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Surely the fea is no: fo full of water, nor the fun {o°
full of light, as thou art full of grace and mercy.
O let not my fins {top the curreat of thy tender
mezrcies, at this time. Lord, drown all my {ins in
the fea of Chrift’s blood, that my forl may not be
funk by them in the ocean of divine wrath. Lord
Jefus, embrace my perithing foul in thy arms: lec
thy crofs be my fecurity, and thy wounds my refuge,

O thou that heareft the young ravens which cry
be noc {ilent to me at this time, left if thou be filent
to me, I be like to them that go down to the pit.

Lord, I am now called to_the work I never did ;
give me the ftrength I never had. Surely it is an
important matter to die, and my eternal ftate de-
pendeth upon dying aright. What I do amifs in
my life one day, I muft amend it is the next: but
not {o here, I can die but once; if I mar this piece
of work I cannot come back to mend it again; if T
forget any thing neceflary for my journey, I cannot
return to fetch it. Oh, a wrong ftep ia going out
of this life is highly dangerous. In one refpect it is
like the {in againft the Holy Gloft,and can never be
forgiven: for I cannot come back to mourn for it.
Of all the bufinefs I ever undertook, I have moft
need to take care of my dying.

Oh, is death coming to take down this earthly
tabernacle, and to put the one half of me in the dark
grave, and the other half of me in heaven or in hell ;
and thail I give fleep to mine eyes, or flumber to
mine eye-lids, till I find myfelf in that cafe, that I
dare look death in the face, and dare hazard my foul
upon eternity-?

O to have right impreffions of the certainty of
death, and the uncertainty oflife? What is my life
but a vapour, a fand glafs of {ixty or feventy years,
which will foon run out. Eternity and a judgment
feat are now hard uwpon me. The bla®t of the laft
trampet is at hand. There will fhortly be a proclz-
mation by one ftanding in the clouds, that time {hall
be no more,—The world looks big in men’s eyes in
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time of health : but when the eye-firings break, the
breath turnscold, and the imprifoned foul looks
out at the windows of the clay-houfe, ready to leap
out into eternity, can the world give any fatisfaftion?
No, no: a lamp full of oil will be valued then more
than a houfe full of gold. The fineft things on
carth will then appear nothing but a piece of paint-

ed duft, and gilded clay.  How gladly would the.

greateft worldling then, give all his gold and filver
riches and honors, for one fight of Chrift’s fair face,
one fmile of his countenance? O wherefore fhould
men in health neglet the market of grace, and flight
the pearl of great price? Why fhould they fpend
thieir money for that which is not bread, and their
labor for that which fatisfieth not.

Lord, fave me from the hypocrite’s cafe at death,
whofe candle of profeflion and of hope burns and
blazes fair all the way with him, but goeth out in
the dark trance of death; and there he {tumbles and
falls, and {hall rife no more. O that my profeflion
and hope may be of God’s creating! If God light
my candle, then fhall my feetbe enlightened through
the dark valley, and death nor hell {hall not be able
to put it out.

Lord, fubdue {in in me, and let it be continually
dying now, that it may certainly be dead before me,
God forbid that my fins fhould furvive me.

O that, when the firoke of death’ diffolves my
body, my foul may efcape as a bird out of the fnare
of the fowler, and may afcend to the heavenly regi-
ons to enjoy God himfelf.

Olet melook through the grates of mortality, and
long for the jailor’s coming to fet me at liberty.
God help me to overcome the love of life, and fears

of death, If my neighbour lend me any thing, I

pay it again with thanks; and fhall I not reftore my
life to Ged with thanks, who hath been pleafed to
lend it me fo long? Arife, and let me depart, for
¢his is not my reft; heaven is my homc, Lord

W N——
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bring me to it : the joys of it are too great to enter
into me, O make me fit to enter into them.

While I lie ona fick bed, Lord help me to patience
in my ficknefs without murmuring,.

How willingly would the damned in Lell endure-
my pains a thouland years, if they had my hopes of
being faved at lalt ! Bleiled be God, that my fick-
nels 1s rot hell, that my pains are not eternal.

O that I may look on my aflliction as coming
from the hand of him that is the Lord of health and
of ficknefs, of life and of death ; who killeth and mak-
eth alive, bringeth down to the grave, and raifeth
upagain? That fovereign and wife Lord hath deter-
mined the time when my affliGion {hall end, as well
as the time when it began. Thirty-eight years were
appointed the fick man at Bethefda pool; eighteen
years the to woman that Satan kept bound ; twelve
years to the woman with the bloody iffue? ten days
tribulation to thofe of Smyrna: three days nosue
to David. The number of the godiy man’s tears is
regiftered in God’s book: yea, the fiairs of his head
are numbered.

When David got his choice of his own chaftife-
ment, he chofe rather to be corrected by the hand
of God, than by any other means, faying, * Let me
fall into the hands of the Lord, for his mercies are
great.” I was dumb, and opened not my motth,
becaufe thou didit it. ~Glory to God, that T am full-
en into his merciful hand. Hath God appointed
d
with pain aud crying, and his going ot of it with
grief and trouble; and fhall I quarrel at it ? No,
I defire humbly to underly the corre@ion of mine
iniquity, and to bear the indignation of the Lord,
becaufe I have finned againft him, O that the fick.
nely of my i':o\!y may be a ‘means of health to my
foul ! May Ibe chaltened of the Lord, {6 that I may
not be condemmned with the world,

It is good for the believer that he is afitted, why?
it{jrings from diving im’c::__:n;d it works for kLis foul’s
42
§ -
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good. AfHiiftion is a feal of his adoption, and no
fign of reprobation. The pureft gold is often tried
the fweeteft grape is hardeft prefled, and the trueft
Chriftian is heavieft croffed.  But C how foon will
the Chriftian forget all his groans when he comes to
Leaven? As foon as Stephen faw Chrift; though ac
a diftance, he forgot all his wounds and bruifes ; he
.minded no more the terror of the ftones akout his
ears, but fweetly yielded his foul into his Redeem-
er’s hands. ! g
I read of many in the gofpel, that by ficknefles
and difeafes were driven unto Chrift, who, if they
had enjoyed health and profperity, would have neg-
le@ed, like many others, to come to him. O blefled
is that crofs that draweth a finner to Chrift, to lay
open his own mifery, and implore Chrift’s mercy.
And bleffed be that Chrift, who never refufeth the
finner that cometh to him, though driven by afflic-
tion and mifery, To whom fhall fuch a diftreffed
creature as I go, but to him who is the only phyfician,
that can cure both me foul from fin, and my body
from f{icknefs. ¥
ILord, thou never denied thy mercy to any fin-
ner that afked it with a penitent heart. There were
many forts of fick finners that came to thee in the
days of thy Bcfh; the blind, the deaf, the lame, the

lepers ; thele that were fick of palfies, droplies, fevers,
fluxes, and were poffefled with devils'; and yet never

one of them came crying for mercy, that went away
withour his errand, were Lis fin never fo great, his
difea’e never fo grievous. Nay, fo mercitul is my
Redeemer, that he offered and gave his mercy to

many that never afked it, being moved with the

TBowels of his'own comnpatlion, and the fight of their
mifery ; fo dealt Ite with thewoman of Samnaria, the
widow of MNain, and the man that lay thirty-cight
years at the peol of Bethelda, Oh, if he gave his
mercy fo wiliingly to them that did not afk it, and
was found of theni that fought him not, wiil he deny
mercy to my foul that is crying for it ?
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There is but a {tep betwixt me and death ; Lord,
feal my pardon to me, beforeI go hence, and be ro
more. O draw nigh to me, and fave me: for my
foul is full of trouble, and my life draweth nigh unto
the grave. Thy loving-kindnels is better than life;
O make me fuore of that, and I will willingly part
with this mortal life.

O thou who willet not that any fhould periih,
but that all thould come te repeutance; be pleafed
tosmzke ufe of the chaftifinent of my bedy, as a
m2licine to cure my foul,-and bring tome a true
and fincere repentance. One day 1s with thee as
a thoufand years : O work in me ia this, which may
be my laft day, whatfoever thoz feeft wanting in
me. Knable me to prefentunto thee the facrifice of a
broken and contrite heart, which thou haft promifed
not to defpife. Give a true and! lively faith in the
bielfed Jefus, who is the propitiation for our fins!
He was wounded for our tranfgreflions, he was
brufed for our iniquities, the chaftifement of our
peace was vpon him: O heal me by his firipes.
Let the cry of his blood drown the clamor of my
fins. I am indeed a child of wrath, but Chrift is
the fon of thy love; O pity me for his fake, and
let my foul find fanttuary in his wouands.

O Lord, the waters of affliton are come in even
upon my foul. O let the fpirit of God move on

thefe waters, that, like the pool of Bethefda, they

o

may cure whatever {piritual difeafes thou feeft in me.
O Lord, confider my affli¢tion, accept my tears,
afuage my pain, increafe my patience, and finith
my troubles. -Corre me with the chaftifement of
a father, and net with the wounds of an enemy :
and though thou take not off thy rod, Lord, take
away thine anger.

Lord, the prince of this world cometh, O let
him have nothing inme; bat, as he accufeth, do
thou abfolve. I have nothing to fay for  myfeif,
. but be thou my advocate, Lord: and do thou a.-
fwer for me. I am clothed with filthy garments,

T3
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and Saton flafids at my right hand to refift me; O
Lord, rebuke Lim, and 1,‘4.1\ me as a Lrand out of
the fire. “Caufe mine iniquities to p'xfa from me,
and cloche me with the righteoufnefs of thy dear
fon! Ekrow, G Lord, that no unclean thing can en-
tér finto tlrv king (‘om, and thou feeft 1 am nothing
but po ,1\.11_50.'1.‘ yea, my very righteoufnefs, is filthy
rags; O waih mre, and make me white in the blovd
of the Lamb, that I may be fit to ftand before thy
throne. O take me from the tents of Kedar, to the
manfions of light and purity. When my earthly
houfe of this tabernacle is diff olved, O let me have
a building of Go\,., an houfe not made with hands;
eternal in the heavens. O bring my foul out of
prifon, that I may eternally give thanks unto thy
name. Amen.

b CH ARy VAIL

Containing directions to the friends and neighbours of

the, fck who are themfelues in bealth for the time,

HEN the Lord fends ficknefs and affiicion

to our neighbours, we ought not to be idie

and unconcerned fpec’tntors of his cli{'l,eniat‘uns' but

we fhouid harken to the voice of God’s rod upon

.others and cenfider what it is that the Leord is cal-

ng for at our hands. Thefe following directions
may be ufeful to tuoic L‘l 1t are in health,

Dizreori LEE wery thankful 1o God for the great mer-
cy of/—m/f/; ard [trength, and improve it to hisglory.
'SU‘(‘” an’ healthful l‘u‘von hath fiill great
caufe to be .a thankful perfon. Health is a
mercy that doth feafon and fwecten évery other
temporal mercy; w ]tuOl.t it the grenteﬁ wealth and
honors, nay, a king’s crown, ean give no fatisfaction,
Itis far more eligible to be a he m.hy beggar than a
fickly king. W hat comfort could it afford us under
tofling {icknefs, and tottering paias, to have the
greateft heaps of money to look to, or thoufands

-
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coming to pay us homage ; alas, for our unthank-
fuluefs to himwho is the God of our health!! How
little do we prize his goodnefs in continuing wich es
fuch a long tract of health and ftrength, together
with the ufe of our reafon -and fenfes, when many
others are deprived of them. Surely ‘God' were
righteous, fhould he teach us to value the worth of
thele mercies by the want of them. -

Let us confider how many miferable perfons there
are in the world, and who it is that maketh us to
differ from them; how: many difeafed, diftra&, de-
formed, lame, blind, deaf, and damb people, there
are ; and how eafy it had been for God to have pat
us in their condition, and them in ours. The dif-
ference is not owing to any thing inus; their fing
are not greater than ours. Had we adue fenfe of
our f{ins andill defervings ,we couldacknowledge our-
felves unworthy of the leaft of all God’s mercies;
we would recken every common mercy a fpecial
bleffing, and vnmerited favor to us.—Again, let' us
take a view of the fainting fickne(s, racking pains,
and reftlefs nights of others. Let us look upon our
fick friends fweating and burning under fevers; let
us hear them groaning and mnicaning wider ftrong
pain. ‘**Their foul abhors all manner o7 meat, anc
they draw near unto the gates of death.” Some-
times we fee them panting and fainting, and not
able to {peak a word to us. And what is the lan-
guage of all this to us ? Is it not, that we fhonld
thankfully adore our gracious ‘God; and-blefs and
maguify him, for his diftingufhing goodnéfs to ws?
O how much are we bound to the Lord, thatit is
not fo with us as with others ! while wearifons
nights are appointed to them, and their bones are
full of tofling; all the comforts of this life are tafte-
lefs to them, their friends are weeping about them,
but cannot help them ¢ Tiis far otherwife with me,
(may you {ay). my mercies and relations art com-
fortable and helpful to me, I relith my food, my
bed gives me eale. my fleep is refrefhing: I have
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freedom to readand and pray. meditate and attend the
public ordinances. Praife the Lord, O my foul;
and all that is within me, blefs his holy name.
Forget not this benefit of health, that is the chief of
all my outward biefflags. Some would pare with
all their worldly wealth, to have fo much bodily
health asI have. Long have I undervalued and
abufed this choice mercy of health: O that I could
moura for my negle&, and refolye in God’s firength
to improve my remaining heaith, for the praife
and fervice of that merciful God who is the author
and preferver of it! let ms fpead, and be fpent for
God, that gives mes all my health andftreugth for
his glory. Let me abhor the ingratitude of thofe
who employ the health which God giveth, in the
fervice of his enemies; and make a facrafice of it
to the devil, the world, and thefleh. O what pro-
digious folly are thefe guilty of, who, for fatisfying
their fenfual appetite, do often deprive themfelyes of
health, wihch isin itfelf a thoufand times of more
value than all their brutifh pleafure ; God help me
to prize this mercy, that can never be prized
enough.”

Direct. IL makeconfeienceof vifiting your fickfriends
and neighbours, believing 1hat it is yourduty and
intereft [5 to da.

ISITING of the fick is not only the duty of

the munifters of Chrift; but likewife of all

the members of Chrift: for we are all enjoined to
remember them that are in adverfity, and to fympa-
thize with the afilited, as being ourfelves alfo in
the body. ¢ To him that is afthiGted, pity fhould be
fhown by his friends,”” faith Job. And our Lord
gives it as a charalter of thole whom he will own

and acquitat the great day, Matth. xxy. 36. ‘1

was fick, and ye vifited me.”” . This is the way to

be like him, who is the father of mercies, and whofe
foul was grieved for the miferies of Iireal, Judg,.

1. 16, We read how tepderly David fympathized
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with his encmies when they were fick, Pfal. xxxv.
13. 14. and much more ought we to vifit and {ymn-
pathize with our fick friends. To vifit the prof*
perous, and healthy, isan a of courtefy and civili-
ty; but to vifit the afllitted and fickly, is an a&
of charity and chriftianity.

And as it is your duty, foitis your intereft and
advantage to vifit the fick. The wife man tells you,
Ecclef, vii. 2. ¢ It is better to go to the houfe of
mourning, than to the houfe of feafting.”” King
Joath weat to fee Elitha in his ficknefs, and wept
over him; and he loft nothing by fo doing, 2 Kings
xiii, 14. for he obtained thereby three famous victo-
ries over the Syrians. Though it be not warrant-
able to enquire at the dead, Deut. xviii. 11. yet we
may learn many wholefome leffons from the dying,
and even though they be fpeechlefs. As for in-
ftance, we may hereby be inftruted how to prize
health, mind our own frailty, and provide for the
time of ficknefs. When we behold their {trength
languifhing, their tongues faultering, their eyes
failing, their countenances pale; we fhould think
with ourfelves, *¢ This will be my cafe ere long; the
next arrow that death thoots, may be levelled at
me: how much is it my concern to prepare for it !”’
Alfo we may think, what a bitter thing fin is, that
is the caufe of all thefe pains and diftrefles,. and how
mad they are who love fin and take pleafure in it.—
We may fee likewife the great folly of courting and
trufting the world, which leaves the fick and dying
man in the time of the greateft extremity.—And.
we may obferve, how happy the man is, that hath
an intere®t in Chrift, the peaceofa good confcience,
anda well groanded hope of heaven; to yield fup-
port and confidence to him under his flragglings
with ficknefs and death. When we hear the dying
man’s complaings of his fins, and his lamenting his
negled of duty, and mifpending of precious time,
we may learn repentance and reformation. - When
we obferye their prefeflions of love to- Chrift,- and
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theirhope in him to the laft,it doth contribute to
the quickeningand ftrengthening of our faith. .A right
fight of dying perfons, is a good mean to increafe
the fpirit of grace and fupplication in us. We may
fitly alude here to the anfwer which Elijah gave to
Elitha, when he fought a double portion of his {pirit,
2 Kings ii. ro. ** If thon feelt me when I am tak-
en from thee, it {hall be fo unto thee.” A double
portion of the fpirit fhall be the allowance of thefe
who make confcience of this duty.

Direcr. L Let he friends of the fick, and thofe who
vifit them, deal faithfully withthem alout their fouls.
YONSIDER, this may be the laft opportunicy
you may have of doing any thing for your
friend’s foul. If he die, he is fixed in his everlaft-
ing ftate, fo that all advices and counfels then will
befruitlefs. Itis now, or never, you muft exert your-
felf for your friend’s advantage; there is no knowl-
edge nor wifdom in the grave, to which he is going,”
God’s loving-kindnefs cannot be declared in the
grave, nor his faithfulnefs in deftrucion,” Pfal,
Ixxxviii. 11. Now is the proper time for doing good
to your neighbor’s foul.. W hen affli¢tion opens the
ear to difcipline, be careful to drop in wholefome
inftru@ions into it; and when the heart is made
tender by ficknefs, itisa fit feafon for good counfel
to make impreflions on it. Let the opporiunity
then be improved with faithfulnefs and prodence.
And, in order thereto, obiervethe following advices,
I. Labour to know the fick man’s {piritual condi-
tion; that your applications may be {fuitable there-
unto. The knowledge of the difeafe is previoufly
requifite unto the cure: as the miitake of a phyfi-
cian about a man’s difeafe may be as dangerous as
the difeafe itfelf; fo here it 1s highly dangerous to
miftake the cafe of the fick man’s {oul; for then len-
itives may be applied, when corrofives are needful ;
promifes may be adminiitred, when threatnings are
more proper,
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II. Beware of flattering the fick with vain hopes
of life, when he is more likely to die; left he be
thereby tempted to delay or flacken his preparation
for another world. It is'fit that plainnefs be ufed
with refpec to his danger, that he may be quickened
to his work.

III. The fick perfon is to be amonithed and
told, that ficknefs come.not by chance, nor by fe-
cond caufes merely; but by the wife difection and
{:peciul providence of God: that fometimes God
{mites, out of dilpleafure for {in, and for the fin-
ner’s corretion and amendment; and {ometimes
for the trial and exercife of his peoples graces; that
the fharpeft afflitions fhall work together for good
to them that love God, and are rightly exercifed un-
der God’s hand: thatit is a great mercy toa f{inner,
when God by his rod gives him warning and {pace
to repent. and flee to the blood of fprinkling, and to
cry to God for pardon; and doth not fnatch him
out of the world by a fudden death. Upon which
account the voice of the rod fhould be carefully
harkened to, and thankfully obeyed.

IV. If the fick perfon be ignorant, he is to be
catechifed and inftructed in the principles of religion,
efpecially concerning his faith and repentance, and
his uptaking of the covenant of grace, and the
method of pardon and falvation through the righte-
oufnefs of Chrift apprehended by faith. And it may
be propper to demand his affent to fome of the fun-
damental truths of Chriftianity, or his anfwer to
fach queftions as thefe: 1ft, Do you believe in God
the Father, Son, an holy Ghoft, one God in three
perfons, the makerand governor of the world? 2dly
Do you believe that Jefus Chriit, 'who affumed our
nature, obeyed the law, died on the Crofs, rofe from
the dead, and afcended to heaven, is the eternal
Son of God, and the only Saviour of finners? 3dly
Are you fenfible that you are a loft finner by Ad-
am’s fal], and, befides that, guilty of innumerrble -

.
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a@ual fins; and that you have broke God’s holy
commandments in thoughts, words, and deeds, and
for o doing, do deierve /God’s wrath both in
this life and that which is to come? 4t4ly, Are you
traly grieved and forry for breaking God’s law, neg-
leting his worlhip, mi:‘}ielmih g your time, and pur-
{uing the vanitics of the world? And would you
do as you have done, or live otherwife, if you were
to begin your life 2 ? sthly, How do you think
to get your guilt removed, your fins-pardoned, and
your peace made up with God? Are you defirous
from your heart to be reconciled to God through
Jefus Chrift, the blefled peace-makex? 624y, Do you
heartily approve of the gofpel method of reconcil-
tion, by the righteonfnefs and facrafice offered up by
the Lord Jefus Chrift as your furity, in your name
and ftead ! Aund is your foul defirous to choofe and
accept of Chrift for your mediator and Saviour, in
all his offices, of prophet, prieft, and king? ~¢kly,
Do you renounce all confidence in any other, all de-
pendence on your-own duties and righteoulnefs,
and put your whole truft and confidence in Chriit,
and the merits of his blood, faying, ¢ Whom havel
in heaven but thee? and there is none on earth
that I defire befides thee.”” Do you believe that
there is no falvation in any other; and that there is
no name under heaven whereby yon can be faved,
but Jefos Chrift only? 8t4ly, Do we defire to be
wholly renewed and fan&ified by virtue of Chrift’s
blood, and to fhew forth the reality of your faith by
good works and a holy life for the time you have
to live in the world? And, asan evidence thereof,
are you willing to reftore what you have taken
wrongfully from any, and to forgive all wrongs
done to you by any, and to caftont all malice or
hatred you have borne to any, and afk forgivenefs
of any you have injured? gtfly, Do you believe
that Chrift is coming at the laft day to judge all the
world, both the quick and the dead, whom he fhall
then raife from the grave, and that your dead body

>
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fhall rife with the reft? 10t4ly, Do you believethe
immortality of the foul, and its living in a feperate
ftate after death, and that the fouls of believers do
immediately pafs into glory, where they fhall be
ever with the Lord ? ‘

V. In dealing with the fick you are to feparafﬂe
betwixt the precions and the vile, and make a dif-
ference betwixt the converted and the unconverted.
And feeing different applications are requifite, you
are, according to your knowledge, to ftudy to ‘fult
yourcounfels, admonitions, and prayers, totheirftate
and condition; not’ ufing the fame words to the
ungodly as you ufe to the godly, left you 'ﬂatt“er
themn with ill grounded hopes that their ftate is f_aie,
while they are firangers to a work of regeneration.
That great truth is to be declared to all, that, ““ un-.
lefs, a man be born again, he cannot {ee the king-
dom of God.” Qit is dangerous to fpeak peace,
where God fpeaks war.

VL Ifthefick perfon feem to be fecure, or have not
a due fenfe of his fins; eadeavours muft be ufed to
convince him of the guilt, pollution, and danger of
them, in order to his humiliation. Prefumptuous
{inners are not to be flatered, left we betray their
fouls into eternal ruin, and fo their blood be required
at our hand. No fond love, no flavith fear, muft
keep us from telling them the hazard of of their pre-
fent ftate. The fecure conftience muft be awakened
to fee the demerit of {in, and the terriblenefs of the
Jjuftice of a fin-revenging God, bLefore whom no
Chriftlefs impenitent finner can ftand : this is necef.
fary in order to a finner’s difcovering his loft cafe in
himfelf, and his fleciug to Chrift for refuge. It is
God’s method, firft to caft down the foul before he
lift it up ; to plow the heart by conviction, before he
calt in the feed of confolation.

VIIL If the fick perfon hath ftudied to walk up-
rightly, but is at prefent difcouraged upon account of
the fharpnefs of the rod, Satan’s temptation , the
guilt of {n, - fear of death, or the like; then fuitable
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counfels, refolutions, and comforts, are to be tender-
ed, inorderto his {ettlement and fupport. Partic-,
vlarly he may be told, that {tharp rodsare no-wifein-
confiftent with divine love; ‘nay, frequently, they
are a fign of it : for as {tanding waters turn corript,
becaufe they have no current; and thefe whoare npt
poured from vellel to veflel, their tafte remains and
their fcentis not'changed ; therefore, God, in order
to take away the {cent of the corrupt uaturcfromirs,
is ple;\lfcd to changeus from ftate to ftate, by croffes
and ficknefs;to falyation. And as Noah’s Ark, the
higher it was toffed ‘with the flood, the nearer it
mounted towards heaven ; fo'the fanctified foul, the
more it is exercifed withafflition, the nearer it islift-
ed towards God. Again, it is proper  to fet before
him the freenefs and fulnefs of God’s prace, the fuf-
fictency of rightoufnefs in Chrift; and his rich and
graciour offets in the gofpel, by which we are affyy.
ed, that all who repent and believe with all their heart
in God’s mercy through Chrift, renouncing their own
rightouthels, fhall not perifh in their fins, but have
life and {alvation in him ; and that believrs in Chrift
are aflured of vitory over Satan, death, and all their
enemies, becat fe Chrift their head hath by his crofs
conquered the devil, unftinged death, triumphed o=
ver the grave, and obtained victory for all his mem-
ders.  So that neither life nor' death, principalities
- nor powers, fhall be able to feparate them from God’s
love in Chrift. bl
VIII. ¥fa fick man be fo tempted and troubled in
confeience tiat he isinhazard of defpairing of God!
mercy : it is neceffary to inform him of the greatnels
and infinitencfs of God’s merey ; that the molt notori
us {inners have been pardoned and faved by it,
-t is ftill offered in the, gofpel fo the vileft of finners.
Thorgh God forefaw all the fins' which the world"
.would commit, yet'thele did not” hinder him from
loving the world fo'that he gave his' only begotten
-Son to death; to fave us many as ‘would believe and
repents fo_that the fins of ane man.can never hindef
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God from lovmg his foul, and forgiving hisfins, when
he fincerely defires to rep\nt and believe. The cry.
of the moft grevious fins that  are recordzd (fuch as
tn fe of oodom) could never reach higher than unto
heaven, Gen. xix. 13, But David affurs us, Rl
cvili, 4 that the mercy of God is great, and i reach-
es higher than the heavens, fo that+it overtoppeth
the grmtcft of all our fins. If the mercy of God be
greates than all his work, it muft furcly be greater
than all our fins—Again, lay before him the in-
finite virtwe of Chrift’s blood: why? i 1» is not the -
blood of a mere man, but the blood m od, Adts xx.
28. And are there aiy {ins fo great, or guilt fo
heinous, but the blood of God can wath away? This
was. goc ly Cranmer’s fupport that day he fuffered
nmrc) rdom, when his fin of renouncing the Protef-
tant dodtrine ftared him in the face: ** Surely (faid
he) God wagmade: geth, and thed his bl ool not for
lefier {ins only, but for’ greater fins alfo.”, He was
Aadly difcouraged, and wept abundantly, till he eyed’
this meritorions blood: and then he took heart and
died with courage. O this price was {o great, that
it could have merited pardon for the fins of all the
devils in hell, as well as of all the men on eerth,
though every one of them had been red as crimfon,
Yea, the leaft drop of this blood is of more merit to
. l);ocure the mercy of God for our falvation, than ail
our {ins can be of force tolprovoke the wrath of God
for our damnation;why, the greateft of our fins are
but the fins of a man, but the leaft dr op} of Chrift’s
blood is the blood of God.
Moreover, Let him be put in mind of the willing-
- ne {s and ""ad nefs of our Redeemer to reccwe all
§ finners that came to him in the days of his {leth
‘rthow‘-l driven te him lw {icknefs and afflittion : J
thdt he never put any of them away without titeir er-
rand, ;that came u,m&r for me k_J Nay,
rrne: fo ight out objedts for ug mercy, that
thinking of coming to h~m, as ﬂAc v € 1 "e_ fore. 'Ob-
ferve the mxtlcneia ofour Lprd’s carriage *o Jedas

Uz

N o -

A many
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himfelf, in calling him Friend, after his moft treach-
erous dealing, Matth. xxvi, 50. ** Friend, (faid he),
wherefore art thou come?” Had wretched Judas
laid hold en the word Friend, out of the mouth of
Chrift, as Benhadad did the word Brother from the
mouth of Ahab; doubtlefs Judas fhould have found
the God of Ifrael more merciful than Benhadad fond
the king of Ifrael,

Lafily, Let him confider, that to difpair of God’s
mercy, calt the greateft dithonor upon: the divine
Majelly, and is a {in more heinons than all the fins
which we have before commitred: why, it doth
charge the great God as guilty of perjury, who hath
folemnly fworn, that he defires not the death of a fin-
ner, but rather that he ficuld repent and'live, Ezek.
xxxiil. 17, God was wiore difpleafed with Cain for
defpairing of his mercy, than for murdering his bro-
ther; and with Judas for hanging bimfelf, than for
betraying his Mafter: why, becaufe that by their
defpair they would make the {ins of mortal men
greater than the infinite mercy of the eternal God.

Direct. IV. Be earneftin prayer to Go?lfor_your
friends when fick or dying. Pray with them and for
them. ;
TREQUENTLY fick derfons are fo difquieted =
B ' with pain and trouble, that they are out of cafe ' 8
to pray for themf{elves, and therefore they have the
more need of the prayers of others.  David fafted
and prayed for his enemies when they werefick, Pfal.
Xix, 13. much more ought we to pray for our
friends in that cafe. Never did they need our prays
ers fo much, as when they are called to enter upon
an unchangeable condition, to go to their long home,™
even that place wherein they muft abide for evers®
Now they are in the land of prayer, and it is now or 5
never that you muft pray and beg mercy for them.
When their life is gone, they go from the land of
prayer, and are fixed in that place whence they fhall
never remove: then all your prayers and cries for

them will be in vain. If jour friend be a firanger
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to Chrift, he is on the brink of hell, and kn?ws it
not; and will you not cry to God vo op¢a his eye,
and fave him from fal ling ‘into that dev ouring pit,
out of which there is no redemption? You would bc
willing to {it up a whole nigh t for the relief of his

j lmdy’ and will you not fpe end a part of a night for
the good of his foul, that is a thoufand tin} \s mor
valuable? Now the queftiou is, wh °L‘1Lr thiis prc-
cious foul fhall be Chrift’s or tLe devil’s ful ever?
And when will you wrefti¢ for your friend, if
you do ‘it not now ? If the fick 1eﬁ'0u Be'a child
of God, you may pray with him with the more com-
fort, ant ‘expe®ation to be heard. You ‘icay, i
that cafe, fend the famemeffage by prayer to Umh
that ‘le fifter of fick Lazarus: (h‘ jum_ X3
“Lord, behold, he whom thou lovelt; is fiel:’” Eord
pxty Him, comnfort him, abate his diftemper, unJ, re-
lieve hhn from it if it be thy will: if not, grant him
thy pracious prefence and fafe condu& th;ow} the
Jord 1tof dearf., and ‘a happy an;ung in the Canaan
of glory.

We aretol d; ‘that the praycrq of the rir‘rhteous, in

fuch  cafes, muh avail myich, J".mes v. r6. ""And’
this to encourage vs to piay ‘one for another]. “What-
ever De the fick poﬂm s condition, fich confefiicns
and’ p;::::u.u as'thefe followm'r raay be'made’ yile in

E. prayer for hifm; L4 :

>

»

]’:fz'iiai'zx for the ficks 3.4

% ORD, thou firfy breatheft into man the breith
of iife; a: 1d when thou takeft 2 '1\\'1; u“ t breath

2 iy g
. he ates, and returss agdin to his duft.  May we be
duly ;eui ble of otr LU)CR(’U]CC on thee fo & ‘l o it
pweekjoy. We acknow ledge, thuL our'great abnfe of

she 1any c.uys of health 'md welfire Lhon affordeft
g us) doth juitly delerve the vifitation of ficknefs and
- difeafes. VWV o us, we li¢ under a Burden of fin,
bo:h original and. actual ‘we. are ml children or
wrath: by ature, and under the curfe of a breken
lawey and oMl odhen miferies temporal and i mt al,

; 3 2R
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diftempers, pains, death, and hell itfelf, are the iffues
thereof. Be merciful to the fick pexio'l under thy
hand; difcover to him his fins, and the caufe why
thou contendely witi him.  Make him fee. that heis
loft in lummi, and wholly unable to fatisfy the de-
mands of () ‘evded jullice ; and do thon veveal Chrift
to his fot righteoufnefs and life, Q- give him
h(ly xmrlt to create and ﬁrcngllt“n faith, that
\u, may lay hold on Chrift as offered in the gof'pel
vorg in him the grace of tree repentance.  Enable
‘nnl to {arch his heart, and try his ways, fo as he
may difcover every accurfed thing every Achan in
.t he camnp, that hath provoked the Lord againft him.
Whes thou putteft him | in the furnace, be pleafed to
ftatid by it, and overfee the metal while it is melting
dnjt, Tryhimas filver is tried, and bring him out
pyrified, ‘and et him Jofe nmhmg in the furnace but
Izis drofs. Iiemove his fins from thy prefence as far
as’eail is from the weit, that they may never trouble
his confcience, nor rife in judgment againit his 1%111 i
However bitter the cup may be, let it be medicinal
to cure all the difeafes of his foul. O that thefe af-
fliGions, which are but for a moment may work for j

him a far more exceeding and eternal weight ohglo-
ry, through jefus Ch #ift the purchafer !

* Look duown from heav en, the habitation of thy ho-
lizefs, bebo ‘d his afihétion and his pain, and forpive
all Hichia uubw fuch pity to him as a facher doth o
to his tllsld and ng 10 1nore upon him than hei Is a- ¥
“‘e to l‘mr. Lord, give patience and firength an-
fwerable.to the: omxien~~0f trouble thou haft Iaid on
him. In time ofhis weaknefs, uphold him by thy
itrer Wgt h- Relieve his wantsout of thy infinite fulnefs,

Lord, thiou knoweft his frame, and remembereft thzt‘
he is d uft; {ave him from extremity of trouble; ‘ei-=
ther abate liisipain, or mcrmfe his patience to en-
dure what thou meafureft out to himn. (J.w# hun
the C.z(,f‘r‘qzs of all the graces of thy Spirit. #4
and defend him againft all the fuggefiions and -
tations of Saterr  Talke hie heacr wholiv of“ e~
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world,and fet his affe@ions on things above. Lord,
make ufe of this chaftifement of his body as a medi
cine to cure his foul, by drawing his foul, that is fick
of {in, to thyfelf. O enable him in a penitent be-
i {\'lllﬂ' nnrnu to come by repentance to Chrit his
foul-phyiician, to get it healed of all its-maladies.
Sandify his ficknefs,and let the fruit of it beto purge
away his {in,

If God {hall be pleafed to add to his days, blefs all’
means of his recovery. Remove the difeafe : renew
his firength both outward and inward; heal his foul
as well as his body. And enable him to walk tender-
ly before God, and carefully to remember and per-
form fuch vows and promifes of obedience as men
are apt to make in time of ficknefs.

If God hath determined to finith his days by the
prefent vifitation, let him find fuch evidence of the
pardon of his {ins, of his intereft in Chrift, and eter-
nal life, as may caufe his inward man to be renewed,
while his ourward man decayeth; that he may
meet death without fear, caft hm]fc f who)ly on
Chrift wichout deubting, cll‘lu defire to be diffolved,
that he may for ever be with Jefus Chriit. ——-,bOld,
make his laft works better than his firft, and the day
of hiis death better than the day of his birth, = Make
his laft words his beft words, his laft thoughts, his

¢it thoughts, and his laft hour his beft jho 410 By
let him die the death of the righteous, and let his
lalt end be like his. Let the eyes of his foul be
opened to fee his fins and his Saviour, before the
eyes of his body be fhut by death. Take away the’
‘fting of death, the guile of fin, that he may walk
through the v‘d\ej of the fhadow of death, and fear
L Ho. ev .1 Open thou his lips, that his mouth may
fhew forth thy praife, before he go to the place of
Milence. And when his ftrength doth fail, and his
tongue is not able to utter \vords let the biood of
Chuit {peak for himin heaven : m.d let thy holy
Spirit wichin him ‘make requefts for him with beS
and groams that cangot be uttered,—When the
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fight of his eyes doth fail him, let the eyes of his
faith be firengthened, that his foul (with Stephen
at his death) may behold Jefus Chriit in heaven
ready to receive him. Lord, fland by him in his
12ft confli& with his enemies, Satan and death, that
he may overcome both, and be more than a conquer-
or through Chrift that hath loved him. Into thy
hands we commend his {pirit

Lord, teach us who do furvive, by this and other
like daily {pe@acles of our mortality, to fee how frail
and -uncertain our condition is, and {0 to number
our- days, that we may ferioufly apply our hearts to
heavenly wifdom, through Jefus Chrift. Amen. -

Direct. V. Be careful to furdifh your friends with

fuitable compdny, and fpiritual converfe, when they
are fick or dying.

5 worldly company and converfe are great

hindrances, {o fpiritual company and converfe

are fpecial helps to the fick and dying. Now, that

the friends of the fick may prevent the one, and
provide the other, let the following advices be re-
miembered.

1/2, Mind your friends timeoufly to make their
wills, and difpatch the iettlement of their worldly
affairs, that fo they may not be difturbed at the
lait, nor any wife diverted from thcir mainwork, by
thoughts or difcourfes about the world. = A mind
bitracted from the would is a moit fuitable difpofi-
tion for a dying man. ' You cannot carry the
things of this world with you when you go hence;
and is it norTit that you fhould curry the thoughts of
taem. :

: i company from .them as much
as pollible, and all thele that would divert them by,
idie 0f worldly difcourfe. It is' both  impertinent
aud crvel, co throw in fuch Impediments in the way

Baiotel AR S Ui ] By
},; thofc that’ are going fpecdily to their endlefs
Lite,
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adly, Do what you can to get faithful minifters and
godly Chriftians to be much about them, who are
fit to inftruét and cownfel them about their foul’s
matters, and alfo to pray with them and for them.

4tdly, Be often minding your fick friends of their
chief work, and thefe thiugs which belong vnto their
peace. Whatever be their flate, whether gracious
or gracelefs, it is proper to be minding them, 1. Of
the vanity and emptinefs of'the world, that can nei-
ther give eafe to the body, nor comfort to the foul,
when cither of them is in trouble. 2. Of the {inful-
nefs of fin,which is the fpring of all difeafes and mi-
feries whatever. 3. Of the precioufnefs and ufeful-
nefs of Chrift to a finner in all cafes and efpecially
ata dying hovr. 4. Of the inexpreflible felicity of*
believers in Chrift after death, &c.

Laflly, If you think yourfelves not able to inflruct
or advife your fick friends as they ftand in'need,
then read fome good book to them, that may be fuit-
able to the condition of their fouls; and if you have
not a fitter ar hand, read fome chapters and direc-
tions of this book to them, as you may fee moft pro-
per for them. But above all books, read to the fick
the holy feriptures, particular chapters and Pfalms
there, fuch as the three laft chapters of Gen. the laft
chapter of Deuteronomy, the x7th chapter of the firft
book of Kings, and 2d chapter of the 2d book of
Kings, and 14th and rgth chapters of Job, the
‘Plalms of David, and particularly the 6th, the 23d,
25th, 20th, 38th, 41ft, 42d, 49th, s1ft, 71, 73d,
s5th, &3ch, 8gth, gothy 103d, r1éth, 118th, r30th,

r42d, 143d, and feveral other Pfalm.——the r2th,
chapter of Ecclefiaftes: the 38th, 53d, 54th, and

55th, Ifaiah; the three lait chapters of Luke ; the
14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, and 20th chapters of jolin ;
the 18th chapter of the Romans: the rsth chapter
of the tft Cor.—the 5th of the 2d Corinth.—the 4th
of 1 {t Theil.~—che r1th and 12th ot Heb.—the three
laft chapters of the Revelation, and the like.
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Direcr. VL Be likewife _/’14.'1.4[;!:/ concerned for the
bodiesof yours friends. when they are fick.

¥ vou would evidence a fuitable concern for themy

then you muit deal tenderly and compafiionately
with them in their ficknefs, bear with their impa-
tience and fretting, weary not of them, nor grudge
at the trouble they put you to: for {Lortly you your-
felves may be in the like cafe, when you fhall be as
great a trouble to others, as your friehds are now
o you.

Again, it is neceflary to employ phyficians, and
ife the beft means for the recovery of your friend’s
health. The means indeed muft not be truited to-
inftead of God, but vfed in fubferviency to him, who
hath appointed them, and can only give fuccefs to
them. We muft beware of Afa’s {in, that fought to
the phyficians, and not to the Lord. Let us neither
take food nor phyfic without prayer, to God for his
blefling thereupoa. ]

Dirrct. VII, When the ficknefs of your relations er
neighbours doth iffe i death, fludy a chriftian and
fuitable bebaviour under fuch a difpenfution, :

X 7 7 HEN a parent lofeth a promifing child, or

a child lofeth a loving parent, or when
death deprives us of any near relation, it is a fpeak-
ing and trying providence: and we have much need
of grace and counfel from God te carry aright under
it. Let us obferve thefe advices.

I. It is neceffary in fuch a cafe that we have a
tender fenfe and feeling of God’s affliGing hand”

There are two extremes which we muftequally avoid,

viz. to make light of the death of relations ; and to

be excclively grieved on that acconnt. God will
have us neicher todefpife his rod, nor to faint under
it Fieb. xii. 5. God is difpleafed with thofe that are
tupid and infenfible under fuch affiitions.  Why ?

They defpife his rod, and make light of his cor-

reftion. HHence he complains of thefe; Jer. V. o

¢ I have finitten them, but they have not gric'vcd.\f’
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Gad will have us feel his hand to enquireinto the
meaning of the rod, and fearch for thefe fins that
have provoked God to finite us. It is a fign of
naughty, felfith, and unchriftian {pirit to be uncon-
cerned for the death of friends. and it is muck: more {o
in children, who have a fecret fatisfacionin thedeath
of parents, becaufc of the worldly riches of liberty
which they get thereby. ‘God ufeth to follow this
wicked temper with his heavy judgments even in
this life, "

II. Confider, that God' is ‘calling you by the
death of others, to keep up lively and laiting impre(-
{ions of ‘death and eternity upon your fpirits God

*knoweth how advantageous it would be for men fo

to do; and therefore he fets frequent fpe@acles of
-mortality before their eyes for this end. But fuch
is the corruption and earthlinefs of our minds, that
we foon forget the thoughts of death. When we
fee our friends in the pangs of death, or laid in the
grave, it {trikes us with fome fear and concern, to
think, that this will one day be our own cafe; but
no foouer is the dead interred, and the grave filled
up again, than all thefe ferious thoughts begin to
vaniil, and men recvrn to their fins and pleafures
as before. Ah, what folly is this ! Should not men
always keep alive the ferious thoughts of death and
a future ftate? Are we mnot always alike mortal ?
Are we not as liable to death’s arreft at other times,
as when 'examples are before our eyes? :

III. When God takes away your children er re-
‘lations, let it draw your hearts and affe@ions more
towards God and things above. As when a {hep-
herd taketh up in his arms a lamb of the flock, the
_ewe followeth him of her own accord and will not,
leave him: fo when the' great thepherd of the
theep taketh a child or friend from you, it thould
caufe you' to follow after him, and defire to be with
“him. But one may fay, that is not the cafe with
me ; I fear the wolf hath got the firaying theep,
~and devoured-it. Then even that fufpicion thould
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make you run to the good fhepherd, abide with him,
and keep clofe by the footlteps of the flock, and be-
ware of #traying in thefe parts wherein deftroyers go.
When God taketh from you thefe relations whom
you dearly loved, he calls yon to take your love off
the fading creature, and fetit on the eternal Creator;
when the weak branch is lopt off, then clafp to the
body of the tree, which will not fail you.

IV. In fuch trials, ftudy a humble and patient
fubmiflion to the will of God, who in his fovereign
wifdom and pleafure hath taken your child or friend
from you. Remember who hath done it, even he,
who gave all men their lives, and hath the abfolute
power and right to difpofe of inen’s lives as he
thinks beft. If your fellow creatute do any thing
that difpleafeth you, you may beth alk whe did it,
why he did fo ? But when God doth any thing to
you, you muft remember he is the Potter, and you
are the clay; and that he may make or mar his
clay veflels, yea, break them in pieces at his plea-
fore ; and * there is none can ftayfhis hand, or fay
to him, what dolt thou? be ftili, and know that
am God,” Pfal, xlvi. ro. The mafter of a family
gathers at his pleafure the flowers and fruits of his
garden ; fometimes he cuts off the buds, fometimes
he fuffers them to bioffom: fometimes he gathers
the green fruit, fometimes he ftays till they be ripe,
and eyery body thinks he may do with his own
what he pleafeth : and fhall not the almighty God
haye liberty much more to difpofe of all that grows
in his own territories at his pleafure ? : The mafter of
the family hath not created the trees and plants of
his garden ; but God hath made and fafthioned all
the children of men with his almighty hand.

Itis the fenfe of this foverign right and domini-
on of God over his creatures, that hath made his
people to be filent under the greateft lofles. Hence
Aaron when he loft his two fons by ,a fudden and
extraordinary ftroke, it is faid of hiur, Lev. x, o,
¢ And Aaron held his peace.” He opened not his
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mouth, becaufe it was a fovereign God that did it.
So holy, Job, when he loft all his children by one
blow, patiently fubmits ta this abfolute Lord, Job
oy, - The l.ord gave, and the Lord hath taken
away ; blefled be the name of the Lord.” Job knew
that God’s relation to them was far nearer than his,
and his right to difpole of them was indifputable.

-It was a holy and excelent fpeech of that honora-
ble perfon, lord Duplefiis, at the death of his only
fon 5 ¢* T could not have borne this from a man,
but I can from God.”

V. Guard agdinft immoderate grief and exceflive
forrow for the (eath of children or near relations ;
for this is {inful and offenfive to God. Now, grief
is {urful and immoderate, when it makes you grudge
at God’s difpenfation, murmur ac his will, turn
unthankful to him for the mercies yon enjoy, over=
look all by paft favors, and lament a temporal more
than a fpiritval lofs. Alas! there are many whe
can bewail a dead friend for more than a dead heart,
and the lofs of a child more than tne lofs of God’s
countenance. WNow, for preveénting this exceflive
forrow, confider thefe things.

1/?, If you be Chriftle(s and impenitent, you have
reafon to blefs God that the firoke was not at your
own life, for then you had been eternally miferable,
and without hope. What is the temporal lofs of a
child, to the eternal lofs thine own foul ? O it is
far better to be childiefs and friendlefs on earth,
than to'be hopelefs and remedilefs in hell.
2dly,  Confider how littleground you have to com-
plain of any lofs or firoke you meet with on earth.
1. If youeye God’s fovereignty and power over you,
you have caufe to be thankful'that he hath notanni-
hilated you and your relations both loug ere noxv,
feeing he hath as full a domion to reduce you to
nothing, as to bring you from nothing. Though
God fhould dath us againft the walls as a potter
doth his veflel, no man could have realon to fay
What doftthou ? or WI{% doft thou ufe me {02 Jer.
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xviil. 6. ¢ O houfe of Ifreal, cannotI do with you
as this potter ? faith the Lord.” Nay, he hath a
greater right to deal fo with s, than a potter with
his veffel’ for God hath contributed all to his crea-
ture that it hath; but the potter never made the
clay which is the fubftance of the veflel,nor the wa-
ter that is needful to make it tractable. All that
the potter doth, is only to mould the clay into fuch
afhape ; befides the potter’s body is no better than
the clay he makes his veflel of ; nay, perhaps that
very clay might once have been fome part of the
body of a man as good as the potter himfelf, Now,
fhall the potter have fuch abfolute power over that
which is fo near alike to him ; and thall not God
have it over that which infinitely diftant from him?
That word, Dan. iv. 24, 35. ““The Moft Highdoth
according to his will,”” is enough to filence the mur-
murings of all men under firokes andloffes.

2. If you eye the hand of God, as moft juft and
xightous in what you have met with. you have no
good ground to complain. ¢ Have you not procur-
ed all this yourfelf?”” Is not God moft juft in all
that hath come upon you? Nay, if you confider,
your {ins, and God’s ablolute dominion over you,
you muft own he might have dealt with youina
{marter way than he hath done ; inftead of oneafflic-
tion, you might have had athoufand.

3. Look to the mercy that ismixed with the rod.
Itisa wonder that this great Sovereign, who is {o
provoked by us fhould follow us any mercy at all,
and yet we receive innumerable benefits from him,
Whatever be our affliCtions, furely they are far lefs’
then our iniquities deferve, Hath he caftyour child
intothe grave ? he might juftly have thrown your
foul into hell. It is of the Lord’s mercies you are
not confuined. Why thould a living man complain ?
a man out of a grave; and out of hell too, hath {ure-
ly no reafon.

4. If you compare your affli&ion with the trialsof
pther’s of God’s people, yea, and thefe faints
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who have been moft eminent, you have no reafon to
grudge at your lofs. You have one child dead, but
Aaron (who is called the faint of the Lord, Pfal.
€vi. 16.) had two at a firoke; nay, Job, whom Ged
commends above all the faints in his day, had all
his children flain by one blow, and both thefe emi-
nent faints had thefe loffes by an immediate and ex-
traordinary ftroke from God. Some godly parents
have feen their children live to prove fcaundals to re-
ligion, anda grief of mind to themfelves, and would
have thought it a mercy if God had taken them
away when young, Say not then, there is no for-
row like your forrow ; for the cup which many oth-
ers hove drunk, hath ‘had more bitter ingredients in
it than yours.
34ly, Confider that exceflive grief cannot better
your cafe, it may well make it worfe. If youflruz-
le and contend under God’s hand, you a& a foolith
part; as a bullock unaccuftomed to the yoke, that
by his ftruggling galls his neck, and makes the yoke
the more uneafy: or like a bird fluttering in a net,
that, inftead of freeing, doth the more entangle it-
felf. Thus by immoderate forrow and fretting under
the ftroke, you fin the more againft God, and make
your burden the more heavy.
4thly, Femember the tranfadtions of thy foul with
God in the day thou enteredftinto covenant with him.
W hen thou fawell thyfelf on the brink of-hell, anda
burden of {in prefling thee down, and no hope for
thee but in Chrift; then your cry was, ¢ none but
Chrift: take children, relations, riches, andail things
in a world from me, and give me Chrift. I give up
myfelf, and ali I have, to be difpofed at thy pleafure ;
thy will, Lord, thall be my wiil, &e. Now, God is
taking thee at thy word, m}gl trying thy 11:1_ccrzt*/ in
what thou faidit and profefiedft to him fo folemaly.
He hath difpofed of thy dear relation as pleafed
him: O believer doit thou rue the bargain? wouldit
thou take thy word again ? whereis thy covenagi-
YW 2
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ed fubmiffion to the'will of God, and thy promlfcd
contentment with all his (uf})ofﬂs o

sthly, Dolt thounot believe that a conven m‘led
Godis better to thee than all the friends in thé
world? cannot God foon make up the greateft lofs
to thee, if thou turn to him by prayer, and pour out
thy heart and forrows in his bofom? what are the
world’s comfort to God’s. comforts? a {mile of
God’s face in prayer, can foon {fweeten thy bitter
cup, and make thee forget ail thy forrows, Pfam.
xciv. 19, ““ In the multitude of my thoughts within
e, thy comforts delight my foul.” The author of
tm_ Fmiumo of the ﬁr" tures tuls us of one Patrick
Macilwrae, an emenent faint, in the weft of Scotland;
who having left his dear aud ouly fon, got to ]1::.
clofet, and thcre poured out his foul to the Lord,
When he came out to his friends at length, who
were w'\iting to comfort him, and fearing how he
would take fuch a heavy ﬂro te, he returned from
rra\ er with a cheerful countemnce and told fome

of his friends who afked himn the reqfon of his cheer-
fulnefs, ¢ that he had got that in his retirement
with the T.ord, that to have it afterwards renewed
he would be content to lofe 2 fon every day.”

6illy, Serioufly confider that you are but afew

days jou rney behind him for whem you mourn, and
lhaL you will qu ickly overt ake him, and be lth him

gain. This ‘Lhd} ed David’s forrow for his chiid,
o b;:m. il 20, ¢ T'kall go to him.” It is our e_\_-
pcéﬁm', to live here, to enjoy the comfort of relati-
ons that commonly makes us grieve fo much for their
death; {or if we looked ont ourfelves as men that
were to die ia a ie\\ aays we would not be fo troa-
bied for our friends that are gone but a little {pace
Lbefore us.

ntkly, I you frieads are gone to heaven youa
have more reafon to

F3e

101

they are unfpealk :mly hagp-
pier wkere the thau they could have beey
vith you fIt is the moft fervent defire and wifh of

ice with them than to |

»
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every true chriftian to be in heaven: and will you
grieve, becatfe God hath taken your relations thith-
er, where you defire to be yourlelf above all things?
As Chrift {aid to his difciples before liis death, John
xiv. £8, ““ If ye loved me you would rejoice becaufe
I go unto the Father: fo, if your departed friend
could fpeak to you from heaveu, he would fay *“ If
ye loved me with a pure fpiritual love. ye would
rejoice that I am gone to my Father, where I am
more happy than you can poffibly conceive of me.”

0bjét. +* Had I ground to think that any friend
is gone to heaven, it would eafe ine; butjalas, I fear
it is otherwife.”

Anfw. 1. It doth not belong to us to dive into
the eternal flate and condition of thefe that are gone
off the ftage. Thefe fecrer things belong to God,
who exercifeth his mercy or juftice towards finners
according to his fovereign will.

2. Suppofing the worft, you ought to fubmit to
the incontrolable fovereignty of God who hath
mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he
will he hardeneth. ¢ He is of one mind and who
caa tarn him?”” The Lord cut of Aaron’s two fons
in the very ac of fin and rebellion againft him, and
yet Azron held his peace, and fo ought you.

3. What_ver be the lot of others hereafter, you
have reafon to be thankful to God, for his diftin-
guithing mercy; in {faving you from thefe flames that
others fall into, and giving you geod hope through
grace of glorifying God above forever.

Direcr. VIIL Let the ficknefs and dzath of others be
a warning v you in time of health to make due pre-
paration for the time of ficknefs and of dying, which
is before your hands,

HEN you fee your friends and neighbours

in a fickly, weak, or dying condition, the

language of the difpenfation to you thatare in

heaith is, prepare for ficknefs alfo. Nay, the fee-

ble voice of the f{ick doth proclaim this warning ag,
W3
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to, you, ‘¢ Rememper«that yom

fheuld lift'vp their voice like @

grogi under pn' v 1ofe-your firength and beauty,
leaye your mirch nd company, bid adien to all the

,world and look out for the grim meflenger death,
J that is a coming to diliol
/' fend the body tolle in'a putrifyin

ive the earchly wabernacle,
@ tkrwe and the
foul to fland before Cod’s tribunal, to be fentenced
to and endiefs ﬂat':.” This will be thy cafe. O young
man, firong man, healthful man, asreally in alittle
15it s Cftho;cl ow Lefore your .eyes. O how fuon
wiil it come! what thoughts will you then have of
the' world, of fin, and-vain- company? Will any
thing cowfort you then but the favor of God, the
love of Chrift, and the review of a holy w ell-ﬁ}.cnt
life? Wherefore do with-all thy might now what
thy hand finds to do, ewploy the time of health
well in preynrinr' for: ‘fickmefs, and leave nothing
to do in time of ucm‘c's, which' is'a moft unfit feas
fon for a man to do foul work, and falvation work
in, !

L T fhall begin ~with thofe of the family where

he harbingers of death do prucm’v refide. Surely
he warnings of ficknefssand death ought to be lous
der .in your ears than other, and moft dili gently
harkened unto by yon, that lodge under the fame
roof with the Aneﬂcrf ers-of theking of terrors, | faffs
Remember that w grd - Petiy v, 6. 8 Hulmileis
yourfelves therefore under the mighty hand of God,”
It well Lecomes guilty i‘mxe.‘:, all the members of
the family to be humble before a holy God, when
be is finiting any of them. Humbly acl\nowleoge
his fovereignty and abfolute dominion owver you,
faying, * Lord, thou art the author and founder of

ame, cafe ere long you muit aifo

.

fuunl;eé, and Lhou mayft afii® and punith them as *

thou thinkeft fit. Thou fetteft the folitary in fami-
lies, and multiplieft their number; and thou mayft
diminith them, yea, lay them defolate acrou.mg to
thy Plcamre. iy hou mlghteﬂ; have made all the
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meaers: of the family fick, as well as one ; thou
mightelt have given a deadly blow to parents, chii-
dren, and fervanss, at once, yea, have made the
houfe in which we live a common grave,and buri-
ed us altogether in its ruins,” Humbly acknow:
ledge the juftice and mercy of God in the prefent
“vifiration. « ‘¢ Lord, inftead of one, we all deferved
to have been thrown on' fick beds, and all of us to
have been fmitten by death. Thou panifheftug
lefs than' our iniquities deferve.” Acknowledgeal-
fo' @od’s wifdom and love in the prefent affliction
and humbly fubmit to take.the cup which he hath
mingled fap you. ‘ The cup which our heavenly
, father” hath ordered for this family, fhall we not
drink it 2 It iv a wife and gracious God that doth
- what is done in the family ; therefore it is our
part to be dumb, and not to epen our mouths to
quarpelit.”

adly, The command which the king of Nineveh
gave to ail bis fubjeds, when threatened with ruin,
Jonah jii. 8. is very proper for a mafter of a fami-
ly to give to all under charge, when
doth range among them; *“ Falt, and ery mig
to God, and tyru every one from hisevil way,
—Who caa tell if - God will turnsaway from his
fierce anger that we perifh not?” .when the de-
firoying anpgel gets a commiflion to fmite families
with mortal and infedtious difeafes, which fome-
times go from houfe to houfe like a plague, fweep-
ing maity old and young off the ftage: thea efpeci-
ally it thould be a time of mighty crying and
pleadiag with God for mercy. And fince our
pleading is wholly ineifectual without an atoning
facrifice to incenied juftice, let us not forget to
bring the all-fuficient facrifice of Chrift’s -blood
along with us, and plead it with God for avert-
ing his wrath from our houfes and families. As
Iofes faid to Aaron in a time of common calamity,
Num: xiv.a6. fo may I fay to you that are heads
of fainilies, ¢ Take a’cenfer and incenfe,<and go

o
o

it //
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quickly and make an atonement for them ; for
there is wrath gone out from the Lord ; the plague
is begun.” Bring the incenfe of ChrifY’s fatisfaltion,
that great atonement to divine juftice, which was
typified by the legal facrifices and oblations. Hum-
bly and earneitly plead that great facrifice with
God, for turning away the fiercenefs of his wrath.
Get the bunch of hyflop, faith, in order to the
fprinkling of your houfes with that atoning blood,
that fo yon and your families may be among the
preferved in Jefus Chrift. 3
Lzftly, Let all the family where ficknefs is, and
efpeciaily the head of it, remember thatiword, Job
xxil. 23., Thou thalt not put away iniquity far
from thy tabernacles.” God hath fent ficknefs with
this metlage to you, * Search out family fins,
whether of omiflion or commifiion : mourn over
them, turn from them, banith them far away. Let
no vice lodge under your roof. Let family wor-
thip be no more negleéted, nor {lightly performed.
Let God have both the morning and evening facri-
fice.””  Now, if the members of thefe families vifited
with fickuefs, who are in health for the prefent
who thus humble themfelves cry to God,
the blood of Chrift, and reform what is amifs
them; the prefent affliction would be fanéi
and they in fome meafure prepared for thel
when God fhall be pleafed to put the cup
hands. : g4 77
II. In the next place, let me warn all
and neighbours of the fick, whether the
family or not, to improve the da
making ready for the time of ficknefs.
the exzercife of {elf-examination, hu:
believing in Chrift, renewing
mortifying of fin, tri
of heaven, living by
ftodying to ov 3
death. Concern
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fpeaking to the fick and diftreffed, Thefe exercifes
are not only proper for the fick, but alfo for thefe
in health; and are {uitable preparations for. ficknefs
and death, to be {tudied by all men in every condi-
tion. But there are fome things further moft necef-
fary to be minded by people in time of their health,
in order to prepare them for the time of ficknefs and
of dying, before it come.

1/?, Make your latter will, and keep it by you,
that you may not be encumbered wich your worldly
affairs, in time of ficknefs, or at a dying HLour,
Surely it is great wifdom to put this by-hand in time
of health. But I have fpoken largely of this chap.
I. Direé&. 6.

2dly. Take heed in time of health, that youn lay
not up {ad provifion againft the day of ficknefs, by
your carelefs and untender walk. ~As it is fin that
brings on ficknefs upon us, fo it is fin that embitters
itunto us. O beware of all known fin, and particu-
larly the fin of earthly-mindednefs, unthankfulnefs
for mercies, luke-warmnefs in religion, neglec to
improve Chrift, negle&t of prayer, and formality in
it, quenching of the fpirit, falling from your firft
love, breach of vows, mifcarrying after fignal mer-
s, finning after affliGions, terning to old fins.
; ft thefe evils now in the time of health,
vife they will put thorns in your pillow when

eth.  Dare not to live in fuch a courfe

enture to die in. How do you
be into the grave ?
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like Lot’s wife, to linger, hanker, and look greedily
back again.

4ttly, Keep fhort reckonings with God and con-
fcience, that you may not have old fcores to reckon
upon when you come to the death-bed. O what
finging pain and torment may one fin unmourned
for coft you at that time. Let confcience then bring
in the accounts every day before you fleep, and {pee-
dily take up every controverfy that may fall out
betwixt God and thy foul.

5thly, Dwell much upon the thoughts of death,
that you may learn to be acquainted and familiar
with it; as Job was, who faid before-hand, * to cor-
ruption, Thou art my father ; and to the worm,
thou art my mother and my fifter,” Job xvii. r4.
For this caufe the Egyptians ufed to place a dead
man’sfkull in fome confpicuous placeof their rooms:
likewife the Jews had their fepulchres in their gar-
dens of pleafure, that fo in the midft of their delights
they might think on their dying time. We read of
Philip king of Macedon, that ordered a page every
morning to rouze him from fleep with thefe words,
“ O king, remember thou art a mortal man.”” By
this often repeated leffon, he laboured to humble his
lofty mind, and make his acquaintance with death,
that it might not feem ftrange or furprifing to him
when it fhould adtually come and fnatch him away,

6thly, Study to fpend every day as it were to
be your laft, arid perform every duty as it were the
laft, ftill looking on ficknefs and death as very near,
That which makes moft men o unconcerned about
ficknefs, death, and eteraity s, tehy view them as
things afar off, at thirty or forty years diftance,
¢ They think their time will be long here : why,
they are healthy, of a firong conftitution, and their
fathers lived fo long :” which furely are falfe rules
to judge by. It was the expectation of many
years that helped on the ruin of that rich fool in
the gofpel. It were far better for every man to look
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on himfelf as ftanding every day and night at the
very door of eternity ; and hundreds of dileafes rea-
dy to open the door and let himin. When you lie
down at night, leave your heart with Chrift, and
compofe your fpirits {o, as if you were not to awake
till the heavens are no more ; for cercainly that nighe
cometh, of which you will never fee the morning, or
that moraing, of which you will never {ee the night,
But which of your mornings or nights thefe will be,
you know not, feeing your times are not in your
own hands.

7thly, Set apart fome time, daily, for thinking, in
a retired way, upon your time that is paft, and upon
eternity that is to come. ‘The negleét of this duty
of meditation, and retired thinking, is very preju-
dicial, both to the godly and ungodiy. It was
David’s practice to think, andto think upon his ways;
which engaged him to reform whatever he found
amifs in them, Pfal. cxix. 59. Oh ! it is the ruin of
many a foul, they are utter ftrangers to this way of
thinking. I have read of a ‘father, who on his
death bed, left it as a folemn charge upon his only
fon, who was a prodigal ; that he fhould fpend a
quarter of an hour every day in retir.d thinking,
and let him chile jany fubject he pleafed. The fon
thinks this an eafy talk, undertakes it, and after his
father’s death fet himfelf to perform his promife,
One day he thinks upon his by-pait pleafures: an-
other day he contrives his futare delights ; after
a while he begins to think ferioufly what might be
his father’s defign in laying this tafllk upon him; at
length he thinks, his fatlher was a wue: and good
man, therefore furely he intended and hoped that
among the reft of his meditations, he would fome-
time or other think of religion. When this had tru-
ly poffefled his thoughts, one thonght and queftion
comes upon the back of another, about his by-paft
life and future ftate, that he could not contain him-
felf in fo fhort a confinement, but was that night
without fleep: yea, and afterward could have no
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reft till he become ferioufly religious. O that I
could perfuade all carelefs and unthinking fouls to
go and do likewife ! - Ah! how many fpend their
days in 'a hurry about their worldly aifairs, and
perifh for want of thinking !

8thly, Among other {ubjeds of your retired
thoughts, fpend fome time in thinking, how awful
and terrible a thing it muft be for a poor Chriftlefs
{oul to make its appearance before an angry God
after death. ¢ For who (faith the prophet) can
dwell with devouring fire? who can abide with ever-
lafting burnings?” I have read of a certain king of
Hungary, who being at a time marvelloufly fad and
heayy, his brother, who wasa brifk and gallant man,
would needs know the reafon: *¢ Oh brother (fays
he) I have been a great {inner againft God, and I
kinow not how I fhall appear before ‘his judgment-
feat.”” - His brother anfwered, ¢ thefe are but me-
lancholy thoughts:”” and fo made light of them,
as moft courtiers ufe to do. - The king replied no-
thing at that time ; but the cuftom of that country
was (the government being abfolute) if the execu-
tioner founded a trumpet at a man’s door, he was
prefently. to be led to execution.. The king fent
the executioner in the dead time of the night, and
caufed him to found his trumpet at his brother’s door,
who hearing and feeing the meflenger of death,
fprang in trembling into his brother’s prefence, falls
down upon his knees, and befeeches the king to let
him know wkherein he had offended him. ¢ O
brother (faid the king) you never offended me,
but loved me; but is the fight of an earthly execu-
tioner fo terrible to thee; and thall not I who am
fo great a finner, fear much more to be brought to
the judgment-feat of an angry God !”

9thly, Think often how religioufly men ufe to -
with they had lived, when the come to the fick and
dying time. Thefe who have {pent their time moft
carelefsly, begin to have otherqfnotions of religion
when they fee the grim meflenger approaching,
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Go to their bed-fides, and afk them, whether floth or

diligence, formality or fervency, drinking or pray-
ing, loving the world or loviag Chrift, be the beit;
would they not tell you that there is none {o wile as
they that are moft religious? Think, O man in
health, with thyfelf, if thou was juft now upon thy
death-bed, and faweft thy friends ftanding mourning
round about thee, but unable to help thee, what
would be thy thoughts and difconrfe at that time ?
O then, let fomne of the fame thoughts and difcourfe
fill up every day and hour of thy life now. Why

' thou knoweilt not but this moment thou mayeit be as
S

near death, as if thy friends and phyficians too were
defpairing of thy life, and had given you over for
dead.

rothly, Be employed now in fighting the good
fight of faith. You have many enemies to deal
with, and death is the laft of them. Would vou
obtain the vitory over them? Then get on the Chrif-
tian armour, and make much ufe of the fhield of
faith. We read in the hook of Efter, that king
Ahafuerus would not recall the proclamation he hod
emitted againft the Jews; but he gave them full Ii-
berty to take up arms to defend themfelves, and at-
tack their enemies ; fo here, God will not recal the
fentence of death he hath paft upon all men in the

- garden’; but neverthelefs he allows, yea commiflion-

ates all true Ifraelites to take up arms_ againft death,
to conquer and trample it under foot by faith.

Laftly. Be bufy now in health, providing, and lay-
ing up a ftock againft the time of ficknefs and afHic-
tion ; which may contribute to your comfortable
living then, when the world’s good things will be
taftelefs and comfortlefs to you. As thefe who have
a voyage to go, do victual th(.f fhip ; and thefe \Vhf)
have a fiege to hold out,take in provifions; even {o
do ye.

1. Get a ftock of graces againft that time, efpeci-

ally a ftock of faith,of patience, of humility, felf-de-
nial, &c. There will be ufe for all thefe then, A
Nl ;

<
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little grace, or a little faith, is not enough 3 for this
will faint under aflli&tions. We read, Matth. xiv.
that, when the winds began to blow fiercely, Peter’s
little faith began to fail. You have need of a great
meafure of patience againft that time, that you may
wait quietly on God, till he come to your relief.
You know not but he may lengthen out your  trials
and tarry till the fourth watch of the night before he
come with deliverance.

2. Provide a ftock of evidences or marks of grace,
and of the love of God, that you may be able to af-
fert your intereft in him as your portion in Chrift, g
and may be perfuaded, that neither death nor life
will ever {eparate you from him. X

3. Get a ftock of diving experiences, Lay up all
the experiencesyou have had of God’s loving kind-
nefs, and thefe will give great relicf and encourage-
ment to the foul in the day of diftrefs.

4. Lay up a flock of fermons. Treafure up the
counfels and cordials which they bring you from
God’s word, that fo you may, according to Ifa. xlii.
23. “ Hear for the time to come:” and efpecially
for fick-beds, when you cannot get fermons to hear,
Then it is, that you ought to live and feed upon the
fermons you have heard.

5. Lay up a ftock of prayers. Be much in
wreftling with God for help and through bearing in
the day of afflition: and fo you may expeét the
graclous returns thereof in the day of calamity.

6. Provide a ftock of promifes. Be now gather- -
ing thefe fweet cordials from God’s word, lay them
up in your heart and memory, and they will be very %
refrefhing -and fupporting to you in the day of afs =
fliction. ‘ '
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Direcr. IX. Let thefe who are in health fet about
the work of repentance, and turning o God in Chrift
timeoufly and quickly ; ‘and beware of delaying this
work until the time of ficknefs and dying,
1 OD’s commund to you is, to fet about the
work prefently, without any delay, Ieb. iii.
15. “ To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not
your hearts.” Matth, xxi. 28. ¢ Go work to-day
in my vineyard.” Ecglef. xii. z ‘ Remember ncw
thy Creator in the days of thy youth.” Well
God’s voice to you, O man in health, is to day.
But the devil’s voice to you is to-morrow. And
which ‘of the two will you hearken to? Surely it is
your wifdom to obey the voice of your Creater and
friend, and n¢t of your enemy and deftroyer. Why,
to-day thou grt in health, to-morrow thou mayft be
in ficknefs :, to-day thou art on earth, to-morrow
thou mayt be in hell : to-day Chrift is inviting you
to come to -him, to-morrow he may be fentencing
you to depart from him. And confider, that the’
devil, who tempts you to delay this day, will be as
ready to tempt you to.the fame to-merrew ; and
fo the devil’s to-morrow will never come. It will
ftill be to-morrow with him to the laft hour, that
fo he may get you cheated out of your whole time
and falvation together. v

Here I fhall endeavour two things; 1. Bring ar-
guments to perfuade you to repent and clofe with
the offers of Chrift prefently, without anysdelay, as
God requires.. 2. Shew the evil and danger of de-
laying till the time of fickne{s and of dying.  As to
the firft, viz. Arguments for prefent repentance,
and againft delaying the work.

1/2, Confider the uncertainty of your life and time
to repent. Your life is but a vaponr, a litile warm
breath that is going out and in at your nofirils,
which may+be {topped by death ere yon be aware :
thou knoweft not what will be to-morrow, Prov.
xxvii. 1. It wasthe fuying of a godly man, when
invited to a fcaft upon the}zmrrow, & Thage not

2
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had a morrow, for thefe many years.,” It wasa
bad ufe thefe Epicures made of this uncertainty.
Ifa. xxil. r3. ‘“Let us eat and drink, for to-mor-
row we fhalbdie,” It is much wifer to fay, ¢ liet
us pray, and tura to the Lord, for to-morrow we
thall die.”  Nay, youn have notdecurity for one
hour to repent in; for God hath a thoufand difeafes
and accidents ready to ftop your breath, and end
vour days, whenever he pleafeth to give them or-
ders.. There are many fecure {inners who prefume
on long life, but there are none nearer deftrution
than fuch; for God loves to difappoint thefe that
e themfelves a long life in fin and impeniten-
¢y. ds he did that rich man who was laying up for
miany years; Luke xii. 19. ‘¢ This night {hall thy
foul be required of thee.”  And O what a dark and
difmal night will it be; if death come before thy re-*
pentance ! O man, thou never didft lie down one
night with affurance of rifing again, thou never
heard{t one fermon with affurance of hearing ano-
ther ; thou never didft draw one breath with aflur-

- ance of drawing another. What madnefs is it then

to delay falvation work one day or hour longer, and
{6 to leave the weightieft matter in the world at the
greateft uncertainty ! :
24ly, Confider, that though God in his wonderful
mercy and patience fhould prolong your days, yet
the longeft life is fhort enough for the work you
have to do, fuppole vou begin it prefently. Nay,
had you Mathufalem’s years to fpend, they would
be no more than fufficient to repent and mourn for
the {ins and gniit whieh you have been {o long con-
traQino: to reform: and amend the many things
that have been amifs: to perform all the duties in-
cnmbent on you; to make fure your calling and
election, and put-your fouls in a good pofture and’
preparation for an eternal flate, and get them'made
mest to be partakers of the inheritance of the faints
inlight. Now, do ye think thatall this work can
be done in aninflant, or in a time of ficknefs, ar
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old age, when you are hardly fit to-do any thing ?
When a man’s {pirit is unable to bear the infirmities
of nature, how will he be able to bear the lathes of a
guilty confcience, or a wounded fpirit? When the
underftanding is weak, the memory frail, the will
*~ obftinately bent the wrong way by along cuftom
of {inning, and negledting of duty ; will that be a fit
time to begin the work of repentance and converfion
to God? When nature is decayed, and the candle of
life juft finking in the focket, will you begin then to
att for God, and make your light fhine before men
to his glory ? O remember, your work is long, your
time is fhort; and though you begin this very hour,

you will have no time. to fpare.

3dly, Delay not this work, becaufe it is not in your
power to do it when you pleafe. It is a delnfion of
i the devil, to imagine you may repent when you will,
k No, no: it is God only that giveth repentance and
he gives it when, and to whom he pleafeth, A&s v.
13. And it is a mere peradventure, if ever he give
it to"dldelaying finner, 2 Tim. ii. 25. When is it
that you may have hopes he will give repentance,
but when he calls you to it, and prefcribes means
to be-ufed for that end? Now that is to-day. ¢ To.
day. if ye will hear his voice : now is the accepted

time, now is the day of falvation.” To-day, wher
God s calling, and the {pirit {iriving, is the time of
findiag the Lord, and getting repentance from him,
To-morrow it may be too late; the Lord’s hand
may be clofed, and the door of mercy fthut. If you
refufe the Spirit when he {trives with you, he may
leave you, and never put another ferious thought in
your heart of turning to the Lord. O defer not
feeking repentance-till it be too late : for there is 3
time when the Lord will not be found, and then re.
pentance will not be found, though you feek it with
tears. Indeed God hath promifed mercy to peni-
tenc {inners: but he hath no where promifed the
aids of his grace and {pirit to them that put off theijr
repentance; and he hath ‘20 where promifed accept-

L
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ance to mere grief and forrow for {in swithout faith 7
and fruits meec for repentance : he hath no whére
promifed topardon thefe, who only promife fo leave
their fins, when they can keep themno longor.
4thly, The longer repentance and clofing with
Chriftis delayed,the difficuity thereof is every.day
increaled;s Why, 1. Becanfe of the deceitful na-
tureof {ia, which doth daily bewitch and harden the
heart more and more in the pradtice ofit. 2. Cuftom
in any thing hath a ftrong influence on us, and
becomes a kind of fecond nature; and breeds an
almoft invifible inclination to whatfoever we have
long addicted ourfelves unto, whether it be in actions
natural,or moral, Hence Ovid gives that good ad-
vice, ‘

Sed projera, nce te venturas d'fer'in horass

Qui'non eft hidie, cras minus optus erits '

£¢ Be fpeedy, put not off till another time ; i
« He who is not preparcd to-day, will be more unprepared
$ %10 to-mortow.”’

" He that goes on fromday to day in fiz find
his inditpsiition to repent daily ix‘fcreafed, t !:,}'labg:ts
of fin firengthened, and himfelf brought at length
under the power of an inveteraie cuftom.  And 1f.1t
be hard to break any coftom, much more a cuftom in
finning, which is fo agreeable to degl."aved nature.
Hence faith the Spirit of God, Jer. =i 23, £ Ca'g ‘
the Ethiopian change Lis fkin, or the leopard his
fpots ? Then may ye alfo do good that are accui-

, tomed to deevil”” "2, The longer Satan keeps pot-
{effion. the more dificult will -his ejection prove.
The devils that poffeffed the manfrom the wombtip,
could not be caft out but by fome extraordinary way. |
4. Delays bring on fpiritual judgments from Go.d,
fuch as judicial hardnefs on the heart, which will

.. make repentance impoflible, according to that ter-.
rible place, Ifa. vig, 1o. *“ Make the heart of this

- people fat,” &c. W hich is guoted no lefs than {ix

times in the New Teftament, as if it belonged only

to them that linger and fit impenitent under gofpel,
Cxdf :

calls. b it ) l
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Laftly, We would reckon fuch delays madaefs in
earthly affairs, which aretut trifles when compared
, to falvation-work. If a man’s houfe were on fire, we
would count him mad, if he fhould fay, it is time e-
nough) to quench it to-morrow; or, if he were ftung
with a venomous ferpent, he would be mad tha:
negleted to feek a prefent cure: or; if he had gat
poifon in his ftomach, he would never think he could
foon enough vomit it up. If a malefactor were
condemned to a cruel death to-morrow, but had a
promife of a remiflion if he {hould look after it to-
day ; would he be fo foolifh as delay it till next morn-
ing? But how much greater madnefs is it to” delay
repenting and flecing to Chrift, when God’s calls
and promifes relate to the prefent time, and our dan-
ger in delaying is infinitely greater than in any of the
forefaid cafes? Surely there is no {ting fo dangerous,
no poifon fo deadly as fin; and can we too foon
feek after the balin of Gilead, the blood of Chrift for
its cure? There is no death like the fecond death, no
fire foldreadful as the eternal fire of God’s wrath ;
Now, this fire is already kindled againft your fouls ;
and if it be not timeoufly queached, it will bura to
the loweft hell. Lofe no time to get it extinguillied,
by flecing to the blood of Jefus. ‘

II. The next thing is to {hew the evil and danger
of delaying this work until the time of ficknefs and
of dying. Alas, it is the common practice of the
moft part! But confider, /2, What wretched ingrat-
itide and bafenefs there isin it. ~ Whether isit fitye
thould give the belt of your time to God that made
you, or to the devil that feeks your defiruction? Is it
reafonable that the devil fhould feaft on the flower
and prime of your youth and firength, and your Cre-
ator have no other but the fragments of, the devils’s
table? When the dregs of your time are come, your
firength gone; your {enfes failed, your underftanding
and memory . weak, your affe@ions {pent upon the
creature, yea, whea you are good for nothing elle;
will ye be fo bafeas chink, youare then good enough
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for God, and for falvation-work, which requires all
your flrength and might? But remember, if you be
{0 bafe as referve the dregs of your time for God, you
may expect he will be fo juft as referve the dregs of
his wrath for you, accordiug to that word, Mal. i,
14. ““ Curfed be the deceiver, which hath in his
flock a male, facrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt
thing.” Your youth, firength, health, gifts, and
talents, are the males of the flock; if you give thefe
to the devil, and referve the weaknefs of ficknefs and
old age for God, you draw down his curfe upon
your heads; and how long will you be able to bear
up under the weight of God’s curife ? Now, O delay-
ing finners, why fhould you be fo ungrateful to God,
and injurious to yourfelves? God had early thoughts
of mercy to you; and will you have nothing but late
thoughts of daty to him? Chrift did not defer hisi.
dying for us till he was old; and fhall we defer li#
ing (to him, tiil we be old? Oh, we do not deal
with God as we would have him to deal with us,
When we need helpin trouble, we cry, as Pfal. cii.
2. ** Lord, hear me: in the day when I call; anfwer
me {peedily; To day we ftill make the feafon of.
mercy, but to-morrow the feafon for duty. When
mercy is delayed, we impatiently cry. How long?
How long? We will not wuit God’s holy leitre
But alas! we would have God to wait our finful lei-
fure. Oh, let us be athamed of fuch difingenu-
ous dealings with our creator.

2dly, 1Death may get a commiflion to take you off’
fuddenly, without giving yon any time to repent. -
Youare notfure to {ee the eveningftar officknefs, be-
fore the night of death overtake you, or that you will
have any warning given you before the fatal firoke,
For how many are there who project long lives, and
look for time before death to repent, that get a fur-
prifing call-to flit from the earthly tabernacle, and
have not one minute to provide another lodging?
How many are drowned by a fudden ftorm at fea?
And how many kilied by outward accidents at land?

-
f
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Son:ne drop down fuddenly in the fireets ; fome die
ficting 1n their chairs ; fome go well to bed at night
and never fee the morning ; fome die as quickly by
a fit of an epilepfy, orapoplexy, asif fhot with a gun.
Thus thoufands are hurried into eternity. and pre-
fented before a tribunal, without being allowed fo
much time as to think one ferious thought, orf{peak
one word ? not one moment to confider where they
are going, or to cry to God for mercy. And how
know you but this may be your cafe at death? Muft
it notbe the greateft folly then to delay your repent-
ance to a dying time, when it may not be ocne minute
long ?
dly. Though you may have fome time to lie on
fick-beds, how know ye but your ficknefs may be
fuch as fhall incapacitate you for fpiritval work ?
Some we fee are. fo opprefled with continual flum-
bering and fleeping, even when death is neareft,
that they are in no cafe to think or fpeak of thefe
things that belong to their eternal ftate. Others, in
high fevors, are troubled with rovings; and bave
no ufe of their reafon, fo that they arenotcapableto
fettle their worldly affairs; and how much lefs are
they fit to feeure their foul’s eternal concerns, at
that time : Some again are fo racked with pains and
agonies, impatient frettings, and bitter uneafinefs,
that they cannot get one fettled thought about their
foul’s prefent or future ftate. Others are fo filled
with terror and amazement at the view of approach-
ing. death and eternity, that they cannot compofe
their thoughts to examine themfelves, confefs their
fins, act faith in a Saviour, or follow any direction
that is given them ; bt go off the ftage in a confu-
fion, being incapable to do any thing to purpofe for
their fouls. Some their diftemper is fuch. that they
are buotght toa great ftrait betwixt the word of
God and the phyfician. The word of God and his
minifters tell them if they do not mourn for their
fins and wreftle for mercy, they cannot be faved:
but faith the phyfician, if you trouble yourfelf with
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fad and melancholy thoughts, you prejudice youf
body and hazard your life. Oh! is this a fit time
then to begin your preparation for another world?

* 42bly, The fpirit of God being long refifted and
vexed by many in the day of health, he is provoked
to leave them on death-beds to the hardnefs of their
own hearts: And fo they remain like ftocks and
ftones,“dead and ftupid to the laft.

5thly, The devil, that was bufy, all your lives to
keep you from repentance, will not be idle at this
time; nay he will be more a&ive than ‘ever to
ruin you, either by caufing you to fplic on the rock
of prefumption or of defpair. Sometimes he will
tell finners then, “ You need not trouble yourfelves
about your fouls: God is more merciful than to
damn you; the repentance you have already will
ferve the turn,” But if this will, not quiet them,
he will ftudy to drive them to defpair, by telling
them, ¢ They have loft the feafon of repentance and
clofing with Chrift; and now there is no remedy,
no hope for them, and it is in vain to ufe any fur-
ther means.” O then, do not harken to Satan now,
when he tempts you to delay your repantance.

6thly, Whatever appearance of repentance fome
dying perfons may have, let that be no encourage-
ment to put off till that time. Why, there lieth a juft
fufpicion upon a late repentance, that it is feldom
found and fincere. It is no found work, that arifeth
more from fears of hell than from any real hatred
of fin; more from love to felf, than love to God.
And it is to be feared, that death-bed repentance is
moltly of this fort, feeing ordinarly it confifteth
more in grief and fear, prayers and promifes, than
in a hearty loathing offin, love to holinefs or willing-
nefs to accept of Jefus Chrift: for have we not feen
many of thefe peniteats who, in the view of death,
‘have profefled great forrow for their "wicked lives,
and ‘made folemn promifes of amendment; yet
when they have happened to recover, all their righ-

teoulnefs hath vanifhed, and they have returned to
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their former fins as greedily as ever ? And, O delay-
ing f{inner, what ground have you to think that your
death-ded repentance will be any better than theirs?
Be wife then in time, fet heartily about falvation
work in theday of your health, and do not leave the
weightieft work to the weakeft time.

Olject. 1. ¢ But hath not God promifed mercy to
them that repent of their fins at any time?”

Anfw. Yes, to them that repent truly and fincere-
ly : but do not think thatit is in your power to re-
pent fo, at any time you pleafe ; no, it is impoflible
you can do it without the influence and afliftance of
the fpirit of God. And God hath no were promifed
this to thefe who put off their repentance to a death-
bed. There is a great difference betwixt a fick
man’s howling upon his bed, and {incere gofpel re-
penting. I grant, true repentance isnever too late ;
but O ! late repentance isfeldom true. Troe re-
pentance is that which hath a care to walk holily,
or hath works meet for repentange joined with it.
Henoe repentance is notonly calléd*meTanots, a
change of mind; but alfo merameLE1a, an after
care, Now for a death-bed repentance. that hath no
fuch holy care or good works; I know no promife
in the Bible that annexeth falvation unto it.

Object. IL ¢ Do not we readin Chrift’s parable of
the labourers, Matth. xx. that fome were hired and
brought into the vineyard at the eleventh hour, and
got the fame reward with thofe that were hired at
the third and fixth hour ?”

Anfw. 1. Thefe than were brought in fo late,
could fay for themfelves verfe 6. ¢ that no man had
hired them,” or ‘had offereh to hire them before ;
they did no fooner here the gofpel-call, and offers of
falvation through Chrift tendered to them. ButO!
this will ftand you in no ftead, who have hadmany a
call and offer made youat the third, fixth, andninth
hour, and have refifted and refufed them: you will
not have it to fay at the eleventh hour as thefe had,
¢ Noman hath hired us,”

i
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2dly, Thefe men, though they came in but at the
eleventh hour, and not being fooner hired. yet they
ware labourers in the vineyard: and wrought one
hour therein faithfully, in obedcence to their Lord’s
command, and {o broaght forth fome fruits meet for
repentance, and were accepted. But this is no en-
couragement to any to expet tobe brought in at
the twelfth hour, when there is no time to work,
norbring forth any fruits to teftify the {incerity of
their repentance ; we have no promife of acceptance
made to {uch.

Object. I1L ¢ The penitent thiefon the crofs fought
mercy from Chrift at the laft hour and got it.”

Anfw. That is a fingular inftance, and gives no
encouragement to delaying finners. = The feriptures
contain a hiftory of more than fore thoufand years,
and yet during all the time we have but one exam-
pleof a man thattrualy andfincerely repented when he
came to die. And in this man’s cafe there was
fuchanextraordingry conjunction of circumf{tances, as
never happened a'ore, and can never fall out again
to the end of the world . This man had the happi-.
nefs to die clofe by the newly pierced and bleeding
wounds of a crucifyed Jefus, when he was lifted up
from the earth in the height of his love, drawnig fin-
ners to falvation ; which was a jun&ure that can
never have a parallel. Again, the man never had
any offer of Chrift nor day of grace before now; he
furrendered himfelf upon the very firft call: and his
faith in Chrift at this time was truly fingular and
miraculous. He was defigned by heaven to be made
a rare monument of the power of Chrift’s grace, and
a {pecial trophy of his vitory over the devils and
wicked men, at a time when they feemed to triumph
over him, as one crucifyed through weaknefs.

From all which we may fee, that this example
was extraordinary, and affords no ground for the
prefumption of delaying finners. You may as well
caft yourfelvesinto the fea in hopes of prefervation
by a whale, from the example of Jonaly as defer
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repentence now, in hopes of repeating on a death-
bed, from the example of the theif on the crofs.
Befides, your way of {inning differs vafly from his.
He was not guilty of prefumption, as you are; he
did not flight Chrifts calls and offers in the day of
his health, and delay his repenting and clofing with
Chrift, in hopes'of an opporcunity for them at the
Jour of death, as yondo. Do youknow what God
determines concerning prefumptuous ﬁnn'mg ? You
may feeit, Numb. xv. 28, 30, 31. “ And the priefts
{hall'make an atonement for: the foul that finneth
ignorantly, &c. But the foul that doth ought pre-
fumptuouily, (whether he be born ia the land, ora
ftranger) the fame reproacheth the Lord ;: and that
foul fhall be cut off from among his people ; becanfe
he hath difpifed the word of the Lord.” O pre--
fumptnous delaying finner, let this word of the Lord
awaken you to a fpeedya nd prefent refolution to
obey his voice. * Returnye now every one from his
evil way, and make your ways and your doings
good,” Jer. xviii. 1. Now is the accepred time: if
ye will hear his voice it muft be to day. Lord,
fave us from hardening our hearts, Amen,

F SR AE KX

" Some Dying Word of the late Rev. Mr. Fohn Willi-
" fon, to his Wife and Children, found among his pa-
pers after his death, dated the 1oth of Noy.

1749-

TO MY WITE.
My dear,

Y diftrefs calls me to think of pertaking with
you ; the will of the Lord be done. I thank
you for your tender care of me: may the Lord
blefs, and reward you for it, and fané&ify your own
tendernefs, and fupport you under it. Asyou have
not died to live a life of faith and prayer all your
days, fo I hiopeand bcliex; you will continue to the
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end. Ta all your difficulties and fears encourage
yourfelf ia.the Lord your God. Commit your
ways to Litin 3 truft him that is faithful and true. I
refign you, my dear, to the Huseano of hufbands,
our dearcit Lord. Jefus Chrift. 3

TO MY CHILDREN.
DE A R children, your earthly father muftleave
'you 3 your heavenly Father is immortal. Q!
cleave fafttohim. 'Trifie not about your fouls con-
cernsin time of health ; mind thefe things as theone
thing needful ; this you will not repent of when
vou come within a near view of death, and endlefs
eternity. O Sirs | prefsfor clear views of yourin-
tereft in Chrift, the only Surety and Saviour of fin-
ners.  Among other evidences of it, live by faithon
Lim, and {iudy holinefsin heare and life. Dear Sirs,.
think how you will be able to ftand before Chrift
your judge at the laft day, unleis you have Chrift’s
image on you, and be made new creatures, Lord ‘
make you all fuch, and blefs you with his beft blef- .
fing | My bleiling be upon you 'all.—What means.
God gave me, I have beftowed them on you, or &
left them to you. Be kind and -careful of your
mother while you have her. And let none of you
forget, that though I go before you to the duft, you
nuit all quickly follow me. Ol that we may all
meet together at the right hand of our bleffled Re-
deemer, to fee his face, and {ing his praife. The
time is ear, hé ye thercfore alfo ready. !
Now my dear wifeand children, remember what

is ahove-as the words of your affectionate hufband &
and loviag father, whobeing dead, yet hereby fpeak-
eth to you for your eternal good and happinefs;

may they fink into your heart ! So prayeth,

Joun WirLison b
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The Introduction, ' 25
Cuar. 1. Containing general direSions to all fami-
lies and perfons vifited with ficknefs. 27

Dire&. 1. Diligently enquire into the ends and de-
Jigns for which ufually God fends ficknefs and
affliction upon perfons, ibid.

Dire@. IT. Let all who are vifited with ficknefs
and diftrefs, fearce for the Achan in the camp,
and inquire diligently, what is the caufe and
\grounds of God’s controver(y with them, o

Dire&. IIL. /When any fit of Jecknefs attacks you,
think ferioufly upon death, and make diligent
pireparation for if, 36

Dirett. IV. Be not anxious for recovery to health,
but leave the iffue of the prefent ficknefs to the
will and pleafure of the infiitely wife God, 40

Dire&. V. Bind yourfelf with holy purpofes and
refolutions, in Chriff’s [lrength, to be more
watchful againft fin, more diligent in duty, and
to improve the time of health better, if God
Shall be pleafed to reflore it again to you. 42

Dire&. V1. Set your houfe in order by making
your latter wills, and [ettling your domelbic and

\ fecular affairs, while you, have freedoin and ca-
pacity for doing it, 44

Cuar. II. Containing fome particular direions
to thofe who arefharply afflicled with ficknefs

and long trouble, { 47
Dire&. I. Fuflify God in the greateft affliions
which befal you, ibid.

Dire&. I1. Labour flill to be fenfible of God’s hand
under affjliction, andbeware of flupidity and un-
concernednefs under it, e

Dired. II1. Beware of mifeonftruing God’s deal-

: ~ds vo i g ity 5
ings towards you, and of charging him foclifbly, go
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Dire&. IV. Under fore trouble and diftrefs,labour

to exercife a [lrong and lively faith, 54
Dire&. V. Labour to bear with patience whatever

boad of troulble the Lord appoints for you, 56
Direst. VI. Beware of emying wicked men, when

you [ee them in healthand profperity, 6o

Dire&. VIL. Guard againft repining complaints and
difcontented murmurings Hg‘ﬂii_’/] the providence
of God, under beavy fickne(s and affliction, 62

Cuar. 1. Containing fpecial directions to the
children of Godywhen under ficknefs or any other
HJ{;‘KJLCFI"OH, 2 70

Direc. I, Let belicvers efpecially guard againf?
Fainting. or defponding under God’s afflicting
hand, o

Dire&: IL. Let all the children of God be exem-
plary in patience and fubmiffion to God dnder
their affliction; 79

Dirc&. UL Let believers be wnuch employed in
the praifes of God, while they are under af-
Aiction, by ficknefs or otherwife, 85

Dire@. IV. Let the children of God, when vifited
with ficknefs fet about aclual preparation for
death and eternity, . 90

Dire@. V. Let believers in time of Jickne/s endea-

" wour all they can toglorify God, and edify thofe
that are about them, by their [peech and beha-
viour, 97

Dire&. V1. Let God’s children, when fick ¢r dy~
ing, be expreffing a great concern for the ad-,
vancement of 1he kingdom of Chrift, and of true

religion in the rifing generatisii, 103 .

Direct. V1L, Let the children of Gad labour to
- fortify t/ f*ngﬂ':/w.r what the can ag:/zz'zﬂ all Sa-
tan’s temptations and affavlts, which they may
expelt to meet with in time of ficknefs and af~
Hiction, X
Caar. IV. Conmiilhgg./fmle [pecial direciions 1o
unregenerate,perfons,when afflicledby ficknefs
or otherwife, ;

105

110
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Dive@. I Take a forious view of the miferable
condition of a Chriftle/s perfon under ficknefsor
heavy affliction, ibid.

Dire&. II. Let unregenerate perfins carefully
improve their Jicknefs and affliction, as means
tofurther their converfion ; and pray that God

may blefs it for that end, b1
Direct. ILL. Be careful to obey God’s voice in the
rod and beware of flighting it, L4

Dire&. LV. Caf? back your eyes upon the fins of
Yyour by paft life, and l2bour t9 be deeply hum-
bled for them before the Lord, 115
Dire. V. Flee prefently to TFefus Chrift by a

true faith, and clofe with him as offered to you

in the gofpel, 11
Direct. VL. Call for the elders of the church that
they may pray over you in your ficknefs, 118

Cuar. V. Containing direclions to tbe people -of
Gad, when the Lord is plegfed to recover them
from fickne(s and diftre/s, ¢ 119

Direct. 1, It is very proper both under Jicknefs
and_after it, to examine if the affliction be
Sanélified to you, and hath come from the love

of God, ibid,

Direct. II. Make confeience'of offering to God the
Jacrifice of thank(viving, upon his recovering
thee from fickneft or any diftrefs, 121

Direc. II1. /Vhen the Lord is pleafed to grant
thee any fignal mercy or deliverance from
trouble;beware of forgeiting the Lord’s kind-
nefs towards thee, 12

Dire&.1V. Inquire afterthefefruits ofrighteouf
nefs, which are the genuine' effecls of afflic-
tioninihe childrenof God, who are duly exer-

. cifedthereby, 126

Dire@. V. Be careful to perform thefe refoluts-
ons, engagements, or vows, you have come un-
der inthe time of fickne(s ; and walk fuitably
to them, 129

Luar, V8 Containing directions to the wnregene-
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rate, when they are recovered from ficknefs,

and reftored to health, I
Dire&. 1. Seeing the afflictions of the wicked are

unfanélified, it is neeeffary you examine what

Jfort of affliction yours hath been, and what

fruits it bath produced in you, ibid, .
Dire&. 11 Confider the great danger of not be-

ing bettered by fickne(s, and of not complying

with the woice of God’s rod, 134 “
Dire&. III. Wonder at the patience of God in

Sparing fuch hell-deferving finners as you are,

and be thunkful for it. 136
Dire&. IV. Study to improve the [paring mercy

and goodnefs of God 10 you in a right and [uitable

. manner. 128

Cuar. VII. Containing direclions to thofe fick

perfons who are apparently in a dying conditi-

on, and drawing near to amtber world. 142
‘Dire&. L Confider when death [lares you in

the face, that now is the time if ever to ex-

ert the utmof?t allivity in preparing to meet

2

with it, 143
Dire&. II. Continue to the laft in the exercife
of true repentance and humiliation for fin, 146

Dire&. 111, Be mundful of all alis of juftice and
charity, which may be incumbent upon you at
this time. 148
Dire&. IV. Labor what you can to overcome
thelove of life, and fears of death : that you
may attain to willingnefs to- die, and leave the !

world when Gad calleth you to it, 150
Dire&, V. Study toimitate the ancient wortbies,
by dying in faith, 159

Dire&. VI. Set the examples of other dying
Saints before you, and fludy in like manner
to fhine in grace, heavenly difcourfe, and be
exemplary in piety. and for the glory of God,
and good of fouls, when you are going off the
flage, 16x
Many choice fayings of dving [aints, 165
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Dire@&.VIL Let dying perfins be much in pray-
er and ejaculations to God, 202
Some meditations and ejuaculations proper for fick ~ *

and dying perfins, and efpecially for a dying
believer. 203,
Some meditations for drooping believers, when'
N death is near, iv. %210
An_addition of fome further Mediiations proper
for any fick perfon in the view of death, 214
Cuaavr. VIIL. Containing direétions to the friends
and neighbours of the fick, who are themfelves
in health for the time, 222
Direct. I. Be thankful to God for the great mercy
of health and firength and improve it to his
glory, ihid .
Dire&. IL. JMake confcience of vifiting your fick
frriends and neighbours, believing that it is
yourduty and interef? fo to do, 224
Dire. 111, Let the friends of the fick, and thofe
whe vijit them, deal faithfully with them about
their fouls, 226
Dire&. IV. Be earneft in prayer to God for your
friends when fick or dying. Pray with them
and for then, 230
Petitions for the fick. 233
Dire&. V. Be careful to furnifb your friends
with fuitable company, and [piritual converfe,
when they are fick or dying, 236
Dire&. VI. 'Be likewife [uitably concerned for
the bodiesof yours friends. when they are fick, 238
Dive&. VII, When the ficknefs of your relations
or neighbours doth,iffue in death, fludy a chrif-
tian and fuitable behaviour under fuch a dif
penfation, ibid.
Dired. VIIIL. Let the ficknefs and death of others
be a warning to you in time of health, to make
due preparation for the time of fickne/s and dy-
ing, which is before your hands, 245



Dk‘e& !X’. Let thofe -wlm are in health, fet abo.it

- the work of repentance. and turning to God in
Cbh‘/? timeoufly and quickly ; and beware of
 delaying this work until the time of fick
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