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AN ACT

Refpeditlg Quarantines and Health Laws.

Section i "R^ lt enct€te^ ty &* Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of
5

•

- -:

"

JD America, in Congress assembled, That the quarantines and other reftraints, which
fliall be required and eftabliilied by the health laws of any ftate, or purfuant thereto, refpectingfany
veflels arriving in, or bound to, any port or diftrict thereof, whether from a foreign porj; or place, or
fram another diftrict of the United States,- fliall be duly obferved by the collectors,' 'and all other of-

Beers,of the revenue of the United States, appointed and employed for the feyeral collection dif-

tricts of fuejj ftate reflectively, and by the mailers and crews of the feveral revenue cutters, and

by the military officers who {hall, command in any fort or ftation upon the fea coaft ; and all fuch

officers of the United States fliall be, and they hereby are authorized and required, faithfully to

»aid
in the execution of fuch quarantines and health laws, according to' their reibective powers and

precincts, and as they fliall be directed from time to time by the Secretary of the Treafury of the
United States, And the faid Secretary fliall be, and he is hereby authorized, when a confor

mity to fuch quarantines and health laws fliall require it, and in refpect to veiTels which fliall be

fubject thereto, to prolong the terms limited for the entry of the fame, and the report or entry of

their cargoes, and to vary or-tfifpenfi? with any other regulations applicable to fuch reports or en-
tries :_JProvided9 thar nothing; herein fliall enable any ftate to collect a duty of taima^e of impoft,.
without theconfent of the CongrelTof the United States thereto : •And provided,"that no part of
the cargo of any veflel fliall, in any cafe, be taken out, or unladen therefrom, otherwife than as

by law is allowed, or according to the regulations hereinafter eftablilhed.
" ' ■ ■

»
'- " ■

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That when, by the health laws of any ftate, or by the re

gulations which fliallbe made purfuant thereto, any veflel arriving within a collection diftricl: of
#
fuch ftate, fliall be prohibited from coming to the port of entry or delivery by 'law eftablifhejd for
fuch diftrict, and it fliall be.required or permitted by fuch health laws, that the cargo of fuch vef-

fel (hall or may be unladen at fome other place within or near to fuch diftrict, -the collector authorized
therein, after due report to him of the whole of fuch cargo, may grant his fpecial warrant or per
mit for the unlading and difcharge.thereof, under the care of the furveyor, or of one or more in-

fpectors, at fome other place where fuch health laws fliall permit, and upon the conditions andre-

ftrictions which fliall be directed by the Secretary of the Treafury, or which fuch collector may,
for the time, reasonably judge expedient for the fecurity of the public revenue: Provided, that
in every fuch cafe, all the articles of the cargo fo to be unladen, fliall be depofited, at the rifle of

the parties concerned therein, in fuch public, or other warehoufes or inclofures, as the collector

fliall defignate, there to remain under the joint cuftody of fuch collector, and of the owner or

owners, or mafter, or other perfon having charge of fuch veflel, until the fame lhail be en

tirely unladen or difcharged ; and until the goods, wares or merchandize which mall be fo depo
fited may be iafely removed, without con travening;_fuch health laws^. and when fuch removal may
be"allowecL7tfie collector having charge of fuch goods, wares or merchandize, may grant permits
to the refpective owners or confignees, their factors or agents, to receive all goods, wares or mer
chandize, which fliall be entered, and whereof the duties accruing fliall be paid or fecured, ac

cording to law, upon the payment by them of a reafonable rate of ftoreage j which fliall be fixed

by the Secretary of the Treafury for all public warehoufes and inclofures.

~y* Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there fliall be purchafed or erected, under the or

ders of the Prefldent of the United States, fuitable warehoufes, with wharves and inclofures,
where goods and merchandize may be unladen and depofited, t

from any veffel which fliall be fab-

ject to a quarantine, or other reftraint, purfuant to the health laws of any ftate as aforefaid, at
fuch convenient place or places therein, as the fafety of the public revenue, and the obfervance of
fuch health laws may require.

'



Sec. 4. And he it further enacted, That when, by the prevalence of any contagious or *,!demica difeafe, m or near the place by law eftablilhed, as the port of entry for 3leaion M.
tn&, it (hall become dangerous or inconvenient for the colleftor and the other officers of the re
venue employed therein, to continue the difcharge of their refpeftive offices at fuch porf the It
cretary, or m his abfence, the Comptroller of the Treafury of the United States, may direftaldauthonzethe removal of the collector, and the other officers employed in his d pSmfr™fuch port, to any other more convenient place, within, or as near as may be to fuchdLff
tr,a, where fuch collecta and officers may exercife the fame authorities,^ (halite &S, to reefame

duties^ according to exifting circumftances, as in fuch lawful port or diftria and of fuch re
moval, public notice fliall be given as foon as may be.

■.'■':

,h ^tt'-5'.. i
>* farther enacted, That it fliall be lawful for thevudge of any diftria court ofthe United States withm whofeMrift anycontagious or epidemical diiafe fliall aLy .toe prevafl

tT,na'%°Pml0\t0 Cr'darnger t}eUccm,HveS °f anyP£rfon or Perf™* confined JthTpCf
fon ortf'„

'"

PUflU!T °l "7 iaW °{
thC UnitCd Stat£S' t0 direft the ™r<^ to caufeTe per-fon 01 pel fons confined as aforefaid, to be removed to the next adjacent prifon where fueh difeafedoes not Prevail there to be confined, until he, (he or they may tafely be removed back to theplace of theirfirft confinement; which removals fliall beat the expence of the United States.

Sec. 6. And be itfarther enaBed, That in cafe of the prevalence of a contarious or epidemicaldifeafe at the feat of government, it fliall be lawful for the Prefident of theS State ,0 oernut and direft the removal of any or all the public offices to fuch other placeTlces as lnh£
difcretion, fell be deemed moft fafe and convenient for conduffing the public bufinefc.

Sec. 7. Aid. be itfurther enacted, That whenever, in the opinion of the chief hrftirf «- ;n -,<-..
of his death, or inability of the fenior aflbciate juftice of the fupreme court of thi Un «d Sta fa contagious ficknefs flail render it hazardous to hold the next ftated feffion of the fa d cou« att e feat of government, it (hall be lawful for the chiefor fuch affociate juftice, to ffuehfs order tothe marihal of the diftrift within which the fupreme court is by law to be holden direfl nV him to

mTas he mafdf™
B °f

thCffTfW 0tner,P'aCe^ ^^™5-n^d I
making publication thereof >n one or more public papers pnntod aMne pTace byh£T^3fi£
holding the fame, from the time he fliall receive fueh order, until the time by law prefcribed for
commencing the faid feffion. And the diftria judges fliall, refpeffively, underX^e circum-fiances, have rile fame power, by the fame means, to direa adornments of the diSaXT
cuit courts wuhm thar feveral diffirias, to fome convenient place within the feme, r^eafveV
Sec. 8. -And be it further enacted, That the aa, Intituled " An aci relative to Quarantine '»

herefi";^
fdG°D °£ ** f0U"U^^ * ^ Untad Stata> M «£ -5?Si

JONATHAN DAYTON,
Spea&er of the Souse of Representatives.

TB: JEFFERSON,
Vice-President of the United States, and

Approved-February a5, i799<

P™*" °f tk Smm'

JOHN ADAMS,
President of the UnitedStates,
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