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District ofMassachusetts, to wit :

District Clerk's Office.

E it remembered, that on the thirty-first day of July, A. T

1822, in "the forty-seventh year of the Independence of the

United States of America, Samuel Thomson, of the said District
fey; deposited in this office the title of a book, the right whereof

be claims as author and proprietor, in the words following, to wit:

"A Narrative of the Life and Medical Discoveries of Samuel

Thomson, containing an account of hi« System of Practice, and the

wanner of curing disease with vegetable medicine, n\ on a plan en

tirely new; to which is added an Introduction to his iS'ev.' Guide to

Health, or, Botanic Family Physician, containing the principle* up
on which the system is founded, with remarks on fevers, steaming,
poison, Ac.

—Written by himself."

.
In co-nforrriity tp the act »f Congress of the United States, entitled

•'An act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the co- its

cf Maps, Charts and Books, to the A"tV>rs and Prorrietors of Mich

copies, during the time therein mentic■r.ed i'-1 and also to an act, en

titled "An act supplementary to an act, entitled 'An act for the en

couragement of learning, by securing the copies of Maps, Chart- and

Books, to the Authors and Proprietors of -uch copies, during the

times therein mentioned; and extending the benefits thereof to the

Arts of Designing, Engraving and E'ching Historical and otli.r

?rint<- v'



ADVERTISEMENT.

it has, for a long time, been a subject in which I have felt «t

deep interest, to publish somothing which should not only be

interesting to the public, but should convey to them a correct

knowledge of my system of practice, in order that they might
reip the advantage of the experience I have had in curing dis

ease by a sife and simple method of my own invention; and

putting it in their power, at all times, to relieve themselves ?nd

families from p in and sickness, without having to be at the

risk aad expense of employing a fishionable doctor. One oth

er object I have also had in view, and that is, to lay before the

public, a fair statement of facts, that they may have a correct

knowledge of the trials, persecutions and determined opposition.
I have received from the medical faculty, in bringing Eiy sys
tem and medicine into use among the people.
The following work contiinsa correct narrative of my life, as

far as it has been connected with my medical practice ; and the

treatment I hive received from those whom I have had to deal

wit'i in my endeavors to relieve the distress of my fellow crea

tures, by informing tiiens how they might prevent or cure disease.
I have added a number of certificates and statements from oth

ers, who iuve ha.! much experience, and are well qualified to

form a correct view of the utility and safety of the practice.—

] lnv<! also iii-M-'iod in this volume, the Introduction to my New .,

Guide to Health, or Botanic F unily Phvsicinn, in which is fully

explained the principles upon which the system in founded, and

renvirks on fevers, stemming, poison, &-c.

},y -a caivi" il cxwiimtiou of this Narrative, the reader will be

enabled to form a pretty good knowledge of i.,y whole system

of nr.ic.ticc, •■ud the dirtae
" vegetables that I nv.ke us'j of in

every dis'j-se; :mk1 will bo found to contain fliuch useful in

formation <->n tho subicvi or ,0'all". The other part, which ir

intended as
■> : ook of practice, contains a oe-c';|>tirn of the

•'■cge.ahV:3 made urn 'vf bv me, and the mannrff of preparing
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and administering them, ^md general directions for the treat- ,

ment of all cases of disease. This book will not be put into

the hamis of any except these who purchase a family right.
The preparing, compounding and administering the medi

cine contained in my system, in manner and loan as laid clown

in iny book of practice,- 1 claim as my own discovery; all of

which has been secured to me by letters patent; and vvlo^.cr

makes uso of it without authority from ma or my agents, make

themselves liable to the penalties ef the law. Those who wish

to purchase the right of using them in their families, will be rc-

commodated, by application to me or aajr of my agents duly
authorised.



OF THE

■ IFF., &c. OF SAMUEL THOVSO?-;

T1IEHE is nothing, perhaps, more unpleasant than to wriic-

ones own life; for in doing u we a,e obliged to pass over again,
as ii vere, uimy scenes, which we-might wish to have forgotten,
and vAiii m'iny p.-riieuhi^, v/nich, 1 hough they may seem very

import. in to ourselves, yet would be veiv uninteresting to the

re:dfc;r. ii is not my intention to .n'empt lo write a history of

my ib'b. nor would it be in my power to do it if I had such rt

wish; bit as I line been fie greater p ;' of my life engaged
in one of the most imnort-int pursuits, and which is of more

cons;- pnnic;' to the jne it Lnoiii family, than any other that

could be ur.do:ukeii by m in; Lint of .licvi\'ing human in ^vy,

by curing nil cas.23 of diseise by the most f--:u;pk', s.ife and cer

tain method of practice, ! think the public will be interested to'

know something of me, 3nd theconwof my haviop t ken upon

myself so important a calling, without being regularly educa' en
to t':e profusion, which is thought by the world to be indispensi-
b?v nece-urv; but I shdltake the bber'y to disagree a little

with tirjm in rhij particular; for, -iii , uh .earn big m;y be a

• -reat :id'»nn';ige in acquiring :. protb.-jicn, yet tint alone wil;

never mike a ite-it man, where ibero is no natun-i jfift.

Bv 2'ving a :• -!iort sketch of the e ily part of my existence-,
and rtliting >hose accidental ciro'jmsfauces that have recurred

during m
-

life, uid which wore principally the euiseof my

engiging in the healing art. will en ;bie the public to judgf
rn>:c correctly, whether I have taken th it course, in fulfilling
my duty in ihu; life, which the God of mtur? hath pointed ovf!

for me. fn doing tiiis, I shall em.f.n ivor to give i plain and

simple narrative of f-c<s as they took place, and rolite only
those particulars of my life, with such of the c ses that hi-ic

come !.,: h
•

my care, ;.s will best convey to- the re-ick-r the dos'

Correct inf'.i'iiiation of rnv svstem of practice in •

-mm" di?eo^i

A 3



6 NARRATIVE OF TILL' MiT, ice.

I was born February 9, 1769, in the town of Aisled, cxunts
of Cheshire, ami state of New Hampshire. My father, John

Thomson, w,s born in Xoithbridge, counly of Worcester, rid

state of Mass.ichussei's; he w.is twenty-t.ve ye: is old v h< n I

was born. My mother's name was Hannah (.'( bbj sic was

born in Medway, iVi ss ichuset-s, ,. nd was four years older than

my father. I had one sis'er older than myself, and ihiec bro

thers and one sister younger, who are all living except n.v second

brother, who died in his kmrteenth \o ir. My eld', s' s;s*e; in .r-

ried &: mnel Hills, and lives hi Surry, New Ib.mpshiie, and my
two brotbeis live in Jericho, Vermont. My yoi oaest sister

married Waters Mdher, and lives in the sfa'c of 0) io.

That coun'ry w s a wilderness when I was bon; my father

bad begtn there about a V3ar before, at which rime there was

no house within three miles one w y, and about one the other;
there were no roads, and they had to go by marked trees. The

anow was very deep vvjpp they moved there, and it y mo he; In d

to travel over a mile on snow shoes through ibe wtods to get
lo their habitntion. My praents were pcor, having nothing to

begin the world with; but h ■ d to defend upon their labor for

support. fAy f'her had bought a pureed' wild b,nd on credit,
end had to pay for it by his labor in whit he ccind make off the

l.»r-', which canned us gieat hardships an i deni.va ions for a

Song lime.

As sr.i n as I began to form any correct id- s of bin;;, my
mind v as much irritated by the impressle-n s made en it by my

parents, who, no doubt with very good in'emloi:*, filkd my

young lieul with all kinds of hob-goblins and witch-sic. -ies,
which m- do a very deep impre^sicn on my mind, and wh eh

v/ce r:ot entirely, niadc.itod far m ry velars. I mention this

is a caution to parents, not to tell their children ■

nv ihirtg but

the truth: for youKg children naturally bebeve v. h tev»r b eir

p- rents
till them, and when they friidr.en them with such sto-

r.c\ for 'he purpose of making them behave well, it will mc^t

generally have a very bad eject; far when they arrive r.t ye.;rs

of discretion, and find t';;.t * II those sorirs are fakehoe ds, they
will ua»ti r ill y form very unfavorable opinions of then parents,
whose dn:y it is to set them beMer examples.

.Vv fader and mother were e«f the \y post persuasion, and
were very strict m their rel:g>o\;s duties. They attar led meet

ing every Sabbath, and my father prayed night and morning in

his family. One d iy they went to meeting, and left me and my
Bister at home alone, anZ told us that if we were wicked they
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pb.ou'd S'nnd the b mt or l ho knocker to carry us 'fa V'^'Ie

they were absent .* w.s at pb y, wan \ehe rd a lunl kncofa- n

on the outside of the hous<>, whiaii oigh aned us very maa a,

arid wlien they c tme home 1 told them wh. t fa.ei happened,' Oiii

instead of letting us know whatii was, inv told cs it w; s » e?

knocker tliey toh! us of, and that or the fa ar v.a uld alw ,vs

come if vve were wicked and did not mind Mid do as 'hey tcid
us. It was several years after that my ro«aon taught mc tfat
this knocker us they culled i% yvss a wood-pecker that c mo on

the end of the house. Ifaren s ought to bo caTthd to impress
on the minds of yo ;ng children, corrcc: ideas of hiigs, nd

not mislead their understandings by idling them faisefa.odsf
for it will be of the gre est importance as respects their future

conduct and pursuits in life.

W ion I wis between three and four years old, my f :?: of took

me on* with him to work. The first business I was Pet to do

Vr<s to drive the cows to pasture, and wotch the o-<^y\ with

other small chores, which occupation Kept me all day in tho

fields. J wis very curious to know the iiumes of all the herfa;

which I SiW grooving, and what they were oood for; 'id to

satisfy my curiosity ws constantly nuking enquiries of those

persons that I h ippened to be with, for that purpose. All the

information I thus obtained, or by my own Obseivationj 1 care

fully liid up in my memory, and never forgot. There was an

old lady by the name of Benton lived near us, who used to

attend our family when there wps any sickness. At that time

there was no such thing as a Doctor known among us ; theifi

not being any within ten miles. The whole of her pnetice
was with roo's and herbs, applied to the patient, or given in in t

drinks, to produce sweating: which always answered the pur

pose. When one thing did not produce the desired effect, she

would trv something else, till they were relieved. By he*

attention to the family, and the ber:efas they received from FkY

skill, we Ixeame very much attached to her; and when she used

to go out to collect roots and herbs, she Would t. ke ine with

her, and leirn me their names, with what they were good for;
and I used to be very curious in my inquiries, and in tasting
cverv thin" that I found. The information I thus obtained at

this early age, ws afterwards of great use to me.

Sometime in the summer, after I wis four yeafs old, being ,
■

out in the fields in search of the cov/s, I discovered a plant j,
which had a singular branch and pods, 'hat I had never before

rjeetij and I had the curiosity to ^ick some of the pods and!
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chew them; <he fas'e ■•nd oporuien j t educed, was so<r aou! t '•■

ble, 'Ii.t / never forgot if. i afcw.rds used to induce otfa-r

bov> to chew b, mcclv by way of sper, to sec li."m: vomit. I

tried this herb in ibis way for neatly twenty ye .is, wfa.oei

knowing anv 'hingof its medical viriues. 'I>is plant is v. bat

J havecilled the Ihnetic Ik-ib, and is the most important . mek

I make use of in my practice. It is very common in most i*ar;t;

of this country, .aid may bo piepared and used in ;almost ;:ny

maiiior. It ts a ceriain cpun.er-po;son, having never been

known to faii to counteract the ehbets of the most deadly
poison, even when ;ako:i in large quantities fot self-Jesoi:ctie.n

T'o'o is no danger to b'j* apprehended from its use, rs it .s per

fectly harmless in its operation, oven when a large ouanlity is

taken—it open tes as ?n>cmetic, c!o nscs the sk mach from all

improper aliment, promotes an internal bc.it, which is imme

diately felt at the ex'wmbks, and produces p<rs] nation. T'n-.

exclusive ifaht of u.simj this plant for medic:! purposes ij

secured to mo by p l-ern^vnd my rig] it to tlie discovery has new/

been disputed; •m-u^ii the Doctors have done every thing they
could to bosfrov the credit of it, by false statements, ioprea-anting
it to be a deadly poison, and at the same time they knew to the

contrary, for they hve m 'de use of it themselves for sever.,'

years, andh've tried to defraud etc of the discovery. I feci

perfectly convinced from near thirty years experience of its.
medical properties, that the discovery is of incalculable imped

ance, and if premerly understood by the people, will le more

useful in curing the diseases incidvnt to this ehi.ni'e, than the

drugs and medicines sold by all the apothecaries in thecctm'ry.
At five years of age my father put me to hard work, and was

very strict, using the mreo'ost severity towards me. I used to

suffer very much from p ins in my kips and bad:, being fame

from mv birth, and the hard work made me so s'ifa, that in the

morning it was with difficuly I could walk. My father's seve

rity towards me made me very unhappy, for I was constantly in

fear lest he should call and I should not hear him, in which

case, he used to punish me very severely. I continued in this

situation till I was eight years o?.I, when my brothers began to be
some help, which took part of the burden off from me. Wq
suffered great hardships and lived very poorly; but we always
had something to eat, and were contented, for we knew of

nofhfa_r te'ter; a dish of ! a n porridge and some potatoes,
were our constant fare, and this was better than many othe*a

had? The greatest pact f-f this whiter we had to live in the



OF" SAMUIX Y'ilOM-GV $

Wn. In- Tidy my father had got the part of the roof of a new
house com -red. and. we moved into it; which was more com

fortable than the barn. About this time my mother was taken

sick, and was carried to Mrs. Benton's, for her to rake care of,
where she re .mined for seaerai weeks, during which time, by
using such means as this old lady prescribed, she recovered.—

At this time 1 h d never been to school, or had any chance

whatever to learn to read. My father kept me constantly to

work all the week days, and on Sunday I had to go a considera
ble distance on foot to meeting, and the rest of the day was

kept on my feet in hearing him read the catechism, creed and

prayers, so that I had little time to rest on that day.
Top winter I was eight years old, I was very sick with the

canker-rash; but was attended by the widow Benton, who cured
me by making use of such medicine as our country afforded,
and I was in a short time able to be about. After. I had got

well, my mind was more attentive to the use of roots and herbs

as medicine, than ever. I had at that time a very good know

ledge of the principal roots and herbs1 to be found in that part
of the country, with their names and medical uses; and the

neighbors were in the habit of getting me to go with them to

show them such roots and herbs as the doctors ordered to be

made use of in sickness for syrups, &c. and by way of sport

they used to call me doctor. While in the field at work I used

often to find the herb, which I tasted when four years old, and

gave it to those who worked with me, to see them spit and often

vomit; but 1 never observed «#ny bad effect produced by it)
which simple experiments eventually led me to observe the

value of it in disease.

When I was about ten years old, there was a school a little

more than a milo from my fathers, where i had the opportunity
of attending for one month. The weather was cold and the

going bad, which caused me to make very slow progress in my

.earning; but the chance we considered a great privilege, for

the country was new and people poor, and the opportunity fo*

children to get learning very small. I.took a gie t dislike to

working on a farm, and never could be reconciled to it; for

nothing eotild strike me with <jre iter dread tin u to hear the

mm? of a plough, or any other thing used on a farm, m.e- tioned

This I have always attributed to the hardships I underwent, and

the severitv which my father used constantly to exercise towards

me from the time I was five to ten years old. At that time I

tscd >o think that if I ever had any land I would not ploudnit^
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and ifmy father's treatment ofme was the effect of hisrdigiou.
I never wished to have any. Ibis was when he was under the

stiongest influence of the baptist persuasion, and used to be

v?ry zealou? in his religious duties, praying night and morning,
and sonaiim^s three times a day. He w s a man of violent

and qnick temper, and when in his fits e>f passion, my inoffa.":

used frequerrly to remind him of certain parts of his prayer;
such r.sthis, wlndi I never forged: "May we live soberly, right-
oorsly, and godly, in the present evil world." She was a

womsn much respected in the town where we lived.

About die time I was fourteen years old* my father left the

baptist persuasion and embraced 1 hat of uni vers 1 salvation.—-

By grjr.earo ye saved, il:rcr«h kith not of yourselves, it is the

gift of God. If he ever experienced a change of heart for the

better, it was at this time; his love to God and man was great
and I had great reason to rejoice, for hewas like another man in

his house. He continued 1o enjoy the same belief with much

comfort to the t.me of his de^th, which took place in August,
1820, aged 76. My mother remained many years in the fuil

belief of the salvation of all men, and continued so fill her

death.

Sometime daring the year that I was sixteen years eld, I

heaid my p rents say, lhat as my mind was so much taken up
with roots and herbs, they Ihought it best to send me to live

with a Doc or Fuller, of Westmoreland, who was called a root

doctor. This pleased me very much, and in some measure

raised my ambition; but I was sotm after dissappointed in my

hopes, for they sid I had not learning one ugh, and they did not

know how to spare me from my work, which depressed rav

spirits and was very discouraging to me. I now gave up all

hopes of going to ny other business, and tried to reconcile

mrsaif to spend my days in working on a farm, which made me

very unhappy, i bad little teaming and was awkward end

ignei ant of the world, as my father had never given me any

chance to go into company,- to learn how to behave, which

caused me great uneasiness.

In the year 17133, when I was in my nineteenth year, my
father purchased a piece of land on Onion river, in the state of

Veimonf,*and on the 12th day of »kiober be started fiom

Alsterd, . nd took me with him, to go to work en the land -md

clear up some of i> to bud el a hou^e on, as it was all coveted

will wood.
v
In about four days af'er our vi rival, we were ena

bled to clear a small spot ar.u to b ;:1H a> a ct^mp to !rv<" jji ; w->
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*ta*f to do <>ur own cooking and washing; our fare waa poor.
and we had to work very hard; but we got along tolerably well

till the 2d of December, when I had the misfortune to cut my
ancle very badly, which accident prevented me from doing any
labor for a long time, r.nd almost deprived me of life. The

wound was a very bad one, ~s it split the joint and Lid the boue

entirely bare, so as to lose the juices of my ancle joint to such
a degree as to reduce my strength very much. My father sent

for a Doctor Cole, of Jericho, who ordered "weer apple'reebark
to be iKiiled, and the wound to be washed with it, which caused

great pain, and made It much worse, so that in eight d.ys my

strength was almost exhausted; the flesh on my leg and thigh
rnosly gone, and my life was despaired of; the Doctor said he

could do no mere for me; my father wes greatly alarmed about

me, and siid that if Dr. Kit eridge, of Walpolc, could be sent

for, he thought he might help me: but I told him it would be in

vain to send for him, for I could not Jive so long :is it would take

to go after him, without same immediate as.-i-tir.ee. lie said

h,? did not know what to do— I told him that there was one thing
I had thought of, which I wished to hive tried, if it could be

ob! lined, that I thought would help me. He anxiously imputed
what it ws, md i told him if he could find some cornfrey root

I would try a plaister made of that and turpentine. He im-me-

di itely went to an old place that was settled before t lie war, and

had the good luck to find some; a plaisler was prepared by my

directions and applied to my ancle the side opposite to the

wound, and had the desired.effect; the juices stopped running
in about six hours, and I was very much relieved ; though the

pain continued to be very severe and the inflammation was great;
' lie juices settled between the skin and bone and caused a sup

puration, which broke in about three weeks; during which time

?.' did not have three nights sleep, nor did I eat any thing. This

accidental remedy was found through necessity, and was the first

time tli3 mother of invention held forth her hand to me. The

cuooess which attended this experiment, and the natural turn of

niy mind to those things, I think was i principal cause of my
continuing to pnetice the boding art to this time.

Our stock of provisions being now exhausted, and my wound

somewhat better, my father was very anxious to return to Ab

Stead, lie asked me if I thought I could bear the journey if
he should place me on a bed laid in a sled. I answered that I

wis willing to try. He immediately went to work and fixed a

•sled, and put me in it oh a straw bed; and on the first day of
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Jamiaiy, 17?!/. we began our journey. There wrs very little

snow, and the road rough, which caused the sled to iolt very
much and my sufferings were gieat. It was very doubtful with

my father, and likewise with me, whether I should li\e to per

forin the journey; but we proceeded on however, without any

sbug important happening, cxcep' wearing out the runners of

our sled and having to make new ones, and accomplished twenty
miles the first day. At a pface where we stopped all night,
there was a woman whcse situation appeared to me so much

worse than my own, that I felt much encouraged. She htd

been sick with a fever, and the doctor hid given so much poi
sonous medicine, to breik the fever, as be called it; she w;ts

left in a most miserable situation. Her side *me«l shoulder were

in a putrid state, and in full as bad a condition as my ancle.

My father in dressing my wound had drawn a string threagh
berween the bet1 cord and bone, tnd another between that and

the skin; so that two-thirds of the way round rny ancle was

hollow.

At a place where we stopped on the third night,, a circum
stance had occured, which, from its novelty, T think worth men

tioning. A young woman who lived in the family had discov

ered a strong inclination to sltep more than what ,is common;
and had expressed a w.sh that they would let her sleep enough
once. She went to bed on Sunday night, and did not wake

fcgiin fill Tuesday morning, having slept thirty-six hours. On

Lwakiio'. she had no idea of having slept more than one night;
but began to make preparation <fpr washing, as was the custom

on Tbmdays, till she was informed that they had washed the

day before. Her lieaMi was good and she never after that

required more sleep than other persons.
When we got on to the high land there was considerable

snow, and we got along much more comfortably. I had to be

carried in on the bed and laid bv the fire, every -night, during
the journey. The people generally where we stopped, treated

me with kindness, and showed much pity for me in my distress

ed situation;
■ but they all thought that I should not live to get

through the journey. The doctors had advised to have my leg
cut off, as the only,means of saving my life, and all those who

Kaw me during our journey, expressed the same opinion; and I

think it would have been done had I given my consent; but I

positively refused to agree 'to it, so the plan was given up. I

preferred to take my chance with my leg on, to having it taker;
off; which resolution I have never repented of, to this day
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On arriving in Walpole, my father proceeded immediately to

the house of the famous Dr. Kitteridge, to have him dress my

wound, and get his opinion of my situation; he not being at

home, and it being nearly dark, we concluded to put up for the

night, and I was carried in on my lied and luid by the fire. The

doctor soon came home, and on entering the room where I was,

cried out in a very rough manner, Who have you here? His wife

answered, a sick man. The devil, replied he, I want no sick

man here. I was much terrified by his coarse manner of speak
ing, and thought if he was so rough in his conversation, wdiat

will he be when he comes to dress my wound; but I ivus hap
pily disappointed, for he took off the dressing with great care

and handled me very tenderly. On seeing the strings that were
in the wound, he exclaimed, what the devil are these halters

here for? My father told him they were put in to keep the sore

open. He said he thought the sore open enough now, for it is

all rotten Being anxious to know his opinion of me, my

father asked him what he thought of my situation. What do I

think? said he, Why [ think he will die—!md then looking very

pleasantly at me, said, though I think young man, you will get
w.ell first. In the morning he dressed my -ncle again and gave

me some salve to use in future; and my father asked him for

his bill, which was, I think, for our keeping and his attending
me, about fifty cents. A great contrast between this and what

is charged at the present time by our regular physicians; for

they will hardly look at a person without making them pay two

or three dollars. I have been more particular in describing this

interview with Dr. Kitteridsre, on account of his extraordinary
skill in surgery, and the great name he acquired, and justly
deserved, among the people throughout the country. His sys

tem of practice was peculiarly his own, and all the medicines

he used were prepared by himself, from the roots and herbs of

our own country. He was a very eccentric character and

uncouth in his manners; but he possessed a good heart, and a

benevolent disposition. He was governed in his practice by
that great plan which is dictated by nature; and the uncommon

success he met with, is evidenee enough to satisfy any reasona

ble mind, of the superiority of it, over what is the practice of

those who become doctors by reading only, with their poisons
and their instruments of torture.

We left Walpole and arrived at our home about noon, and

my mother, brothers and sisters, were much rejoiced to see me,

though grieved at ray distressed situation; and never was any
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one more in need of the tender care of friends than I was at this

time. My mother proved to me the old saying, that a friend

in need is a friend indeed. My case was consideicd doubtful

for some time. I was from the first of December to the first of

March unable to walk; but by good nursing and constant care,

I was enabled in the spring to attend to the business at home,
so that my father left me in charge of the farm, and went with

my brother to Onion river, again to work on his land.

On the 9th of February, 1790, 1 wr.s twenty-one years of

age, and my father gave me a deed of one-half of his farm in

Alstead, consisting of one hundred and twenty-five acres; and

I carried it on for three years, and he had the liberty to take

such stock as he pleased. He then made prepa rations and

removed to Onion river, and left my mother and sister in my

care. Soon after 1 took a bad cold, which threw me into a

slow fever. In the month of March we all had the meazles,
and my mother had whst the doctors called the black kind, >nd

was so bad that her life was despahed of. The dise se turned

in and seated on her lungs, and she never recovered her he. l'h.

Several doctors attended her without doing her any good; her

cough was very severe and her mouth was sore, tind she was

greatly distressed. I attended upon her under the diiection of

the doctors, and took the cough and had much the same symp

toms. She continued to grow worse daily ; the doctors g ve

her over, and gave her disease the name of gidloping consump

tion, which I thought was a very appropriate name— far they
are the riders, and their whip- is mercury,, opium and vitriol,
and they galloped her out of the world in about nine weeks.

She died on the 13th of May, 1790.
I was at this time very low wbh the same disorder that my

mother died with, and the doctor often importuned me to take

some of his medicine; but 1 declined it, thinking I had rather

die a natural death. He tried to frighten me by telling me it

was the last chance of getting help, and he thought lie could
cure me; but I told him I had observed the effect his medicine

had on my mother, for she constantly grew worse under the ope
ration of it, and I had no desire to risk it on myself. I have

always been of the opinion, that if I had followed his advice, 1

should have been galloped out of the world the same as my

mother was; and I have never repented of my refusal to this day.
After my mother died, 1 undertook to doctor myself, and

made some syrups of such things s I had the knowledge of,
wljuch relieved my cough; and with the warm weather, 1 so far
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recovered my health, v.s to be able to work some time in June.

Being without woman's help, I was obliged to hire such as 1

could get, which proved a disadvantage to my interest, and 1

thought it would be best to find some person who would take

an interest in sa\i ng my property. On the 7<h day of July,

1790, I was married to Susan Allen. We were both young and

had great hardships to encounter, but we got along very well,
and both enjoyed good heal h until our first child was born,
which was on the 4th d .y of July following. My wife was

taken ill on Saturday, and's.ent for help; she lingered along till

Sunday night, wdien sjie became very bad; her situation was

dangerous, and she was in hand constantly the whole night,
until sunrise the next morning, when she was delivered: but her

reuses were gone. During the whole nig.it. it was one continued

struggle of forcing nature, which produced so great an injury
to the nervous system, as to cause strong convulsion fits in

pbout an hour after her delivery. The witnessing of this horrid

scene of human butchery, was one great cause of my paying
attention to midwifery, and my practice has since been very

successful in it.

Her fits continued and grew worse; there were six doctors

attended her that day, and a seventh was sent for; but she grew

worse under their care; for one would give her medicine, and

another said that he did wrong
—another would bleed her, and

the other would" say he had done wrong, and so on through the

whole I heard one of them say that his experience in this case

was worth fifty dollars. I found that they were trying their

pr-ct ice by experiments; and was so dissatisfied with their con

duct, that at night I told them what I thought; and that I had

heard them accusing each other of doing wrong; but I was

convinced that they had ?11 told the truth, for they had all done

wrong. They all gave her over to die, and I dismissed them,

having seen enough of their conduct to convince me that they
were doing more hurt than good.
Afer they were gone, 1 sent for Dr. Wptts and Dr. Fuller,

who were called root doctors. They attended her through the

nisht and in the morning about the same hcur that they began,
the fits left her. She had ;n the whole, eighteen of the most ■

shocking convulsion fits that had been ever seen by any one

present. The spasms were so violent that it jarred the whole •

house. After the fits h d left her, she was entirely senseless,

and was raving districted far three days; and fben became per

fectly stupid, and lay in that situation for three days: she then
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laughed three days, and then cried three days; after which she

seemed to awake like a person from sleep, and had no know

ledge of what had passed, or that she had been sick, or had a

ohild. These two doctors continued to attend her, and used all

the means in their power to strengthen the nervous system. She!

gained very slowly, and it was a long time before she got about;
but she never got entirely over it. This sickness put me back

in my business very much, and the expense was above two hun

dred dollars.

In about a month after my wife had recovered from her sick

ness, she was attacked with the choho. which required all my

attention and that of the two doctors who attended her before;
but all our exertions appeared to be in vain, for tlie disease had

its regular course for several days and then left her. These

attacks continued once a month, or oftener, and it was much

trouble to go for the doctor so often as 1 had to, during these

turns, that I let a young man who studied with Dr. Watts, have

a house on my farm, so as to have him handy; but I soon found

that by having a doctor so near, there was plenty of business for

him; for there was not a month in the year but what I had some

body sick in my family. If a child was attacked with any

trifling complaint, the doctor was sent for, and they were sure to

have a long sickness; so he paid his rent and kecpiinj very easy.

This doctor lived on my farm seven vears, during which time I

had a very good knowledge of all the medicine he made use of,
and his manner of curing disease, which has been of great us©

to me. Finding that I had a natural turn for medical practice,
lie spared no pains to give me all the information in his power;

but I had no thought at that time of ever practicing, except it

was to be able to attend my own family. During the first of his

practice he used chiefly roots -nd herbs, and his success was very

great in curing canker and old complaints; but he afterwards

got into the fashionable mode of treating his patients, by giving
them apothecary's drugs, which made him more popular with the

faculty, but less useful to his fellow creatures.

*My mind was bent on learning the medical properties of such

vegetables as I met with, and was constantly in the habit of

tasting every thing of the kind 1 saw; and having a retentive

memory I have always recollected the taste and use of all that

were ever shown me by others, and likewise of all that I dis

covered myself. This practice of tasting of herbs and roots

has been of great advantage to me, as I have always been able

to ascertain what is useful for any particular disease by that
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means. I was often told that I should poisonmyself by tasting

every thing I saw; but I thought I ought to have as much
know

ledge as a beast, for the Creator had given them an instinct to

discover what is good for food, and what is necessary for medi

cine. I had but very little knowledge of disease at this time;

but had a great inclination to learn whatever 1 had an oppor

tunity ; and my own experience, which is the best school, had

often called my attention to the subject.
The herb which I had discovered when four years old, I had

often met with; but it had never occurred to me that it was of

any value as medicine, until about this time, when mowing

in the field with a number of men one day, 1 cut a sprig of it,

and gave to the man next to me, who eat it; when we had got

to the end of the piece, which was about six rods, he said that

he believed what 1 had given him would kill him, for he never

felt so in his life. I looked at him and saw that he was in a

most ptofuse perspiration, being as wet all over as he could be;

he trembled very much, and there was no more colour in him

than a corpse. I told him to go to the spring and drink some

water; he attempted to go, and got as far as the wall, but was

unable to get over it, and laid down on the ground and vomited

several times. He said he thought he threw off his stomach

two quarts. I then helped him into the house, and in aliout

two hours he ate a very hearty dinner, and in the afternoon was

able to do a good half day's labor. He afterwards told me that

he never had any thing do him so much good in his life; his

appetite was remarkably good, and he felt better than he had

for a long time. This circumstance gave me the first idei of

the medical virtues of this valuable plant, which I have since

lound by twenty years experience, in which time I have made

use of it in every disease
I hnve met with, to great advantage,

that it is a discovery of the greatest importance.

In March 1794, my second daughter was born; and my wife

had no medical assistance except what I could do for her, with

the advice of the doctor who lived on my farm. After this she

w; s never again afflicted with the cholic. In the course of this

year the lease
of my father's half of the firm expired, and we

made a division of the stock. My half was five yearlings md

half a colt; this, with half the farm,, containing about one hun

dred and twentv-nve acres, was all the property I possessed,

and I was mosdy clear of debt. Soon after, I purchased of my,

father the other half of the farm; for which 1 gem six hundred

and thirty-six dollars, payable in stock, one Half in two years

B 2
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and .the other in four. In order to meet these payments, I puiv-

chased calves and colts; but it proved hard for me, as they
brought when the payment became due but little more than the

first cost, after having to keep them two years; I ottered them

to my father for what the hay would have sold for they eat the

last year, but he would not agree to it. I settled with him,
however, and paid him according to contract. 1 afterwards pur
chased of a neighbor a small piece of land, which incommoded

me by keeping the sun from my house part of the forenoon; for
which I agreed to pay him seventy-three dollars and thirty-three
cents, in three years, with interest. This turned out a trouble-"

some affair forme, for when I came to pay the interest the second

year, the note was more than when first given, having bees

altered ; and I refused to pay any thing. When the note became

due, I would pay no more than what it was given for, and it was

sued and my cattle and horses were attached. It went through
a course of law and cost us both a great deal of expense and

trouble; but I finally beat him; he lost his note and I recovered

damage for his taking my cattle and horses. This was the first

time I had any thing to do with the law, and in the whole it

cost me about one hundred dollars; but it was a good lesson,
and has been worth to me the expense.
When my second daughte- was about two years old she was

taken sick, and had what is called the canker-rash. Dr. Bliss,
who lived on my farm, was sent for, and he said she had that

disorder as bad as any one he ever saw. He tried his utmost

skill to prevent putrefaction, which he feared would take place;
but after using every exertion in his power without doing her

any good, he said he could do no more, she must die. She

was senseless and the c?nker was to be seen in her mouth, nose
and ears, and one of her eyes was covered with it and closed ;

the other began to swell and turn purple also. I asked the doc

tor if he could not keep the canker out of this eye; but he s*id

it would be of no use, for she could not live. 1 told him that if

he could do no more, I would try what I could do myself. » I

found that if the canker could not be stopped immediately she

would be blind with both eyes. She was so distressed for brea th

that she would spring straight up on end in struggling to breathe.
I sat myself m a chair, and held her in my lap, and put a blanket
sound us both ; then my wife held a hot spider or shovel between
my feet, and I poured on vinegar to raise a ste m, and kept it as
hot as I found she could bear, changing them as soon as they
became cold; and by following this plan for about twenty min-
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utes, she became comfortable and breathed easy. I kept a cloth
wet with cold water on her eyes, changing it often, as it grew
warm. I followed this plan, steaming her every two hours, for
about a week, when she began to gain. Her eyes came open,
and the one that was the worst, was completely covered with

canker, and wataas white as paper. 1 used a wash of rosemary
to takeoff the canker; and when the scale came oflj the sight
came out with it: and it entirely perished. The other eye was

Saved, to the astonishment of all who saw her,.particularly the

doctor, who used frequently to call to see how she did. He

said she was saved entirely by the plan I had pursued, and the

great care and attention paid to her. She entirely recovered

from the disease, with the exception of the loss of one eye, and

has enjoyed good health to this time. This was the first of my

finding out the plan of steaming and using cold water. After

this I found by experience that by putting a hot stone into a

thing of hot water, leaving it partly out of the water, and then

pouring vinegar on the stone, was an improvement. Care

should be taken not to raise the heat too fast; and I used to put
a cloth wet with cold water on the stomach, at the same time

giving hot medicine to raise the heat inside; and when they had
been steamed in this manner as long as I thought they could
bear it, then rub them all over with a cloth wet with spirit, vine

gar, or cold water, change their clothes and bed clothes, and

then let them go to bed.

A short time before this daughter was sick, my oldest son

was born, and was very weikly in conseauence of his mother's

having previous to his birth, what is called a three months fever,
which experience gave me a pretty good knowledge of the

practice of the doctors in prolonging a disease; for I never

could reconcilemyself to the idea, that a doctor could be of any
use if the fever must have its course, and nature had to perform
the cure, at the same time the doctor gets his pay and the credit

of i^. If the patient's constitution is so strong as to enable

them to struggle against the operation of the medicine andithe
disorder, they will recover; but if not, they run down in what;

the doctors call a galloping consumption. The doctor proceed
ed in this way with my wife until I was satisfied of his plan,
when I interfered and dismissed him. As soon as she left off

taking his medicine, she began gradually to gain her health and

goon got about.

When this son was about six weeks old, he was attacked with

the croup or rattles. He was taken a little before sunset with
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a hoarseness, was very much clogged with phlegm, and breath

ed with so much difficulty, that he could be heard all ovt i the

bouse. 1 sent for the doctor, and he attended hun till about

ten o'clock at night, without doing him any good, and then

went away, saying that he would not live till morning. After

he was gone, I was again obliged to call on the mother of in

vention, and try what I could do myself. I ser.rched the house

for some rattlesnakes's oil, and was so fortunate as to find about

three or four drops, which I immediately gave him and it loos

ened the phlegm, and he soon began to breathe easy; by close

atlention through the night, the child was quite comfortable* in

the morning. The doctor came in the naxt day and expressed

great astonishment on finding the child alive; and was anxious

to know by what means he had been relieved from so desperate
a situation. On my informing him, he seemed well pleased
with the inf rmation ; and observed that he was willing to allow,
that the greatest knowledge that doctors ever obtained was

either by accident or through necessity. So the discovery of a

cure for this desperate disease, by necessity, was of great use

both to me and the doctor; notwithstanding, however, the

information he gained of me, instead of giving me credit for it

he charged me for his useless visit.

I was in the habit at this time of gathering and preserving, in

the proper season, all kinds of medical heibs and roots that I

was acquainted with, in order to be able at all times to prevent
as well as to cure disease; for I found by experience, that one

ounce of preventative was better than a pound of cure. Only
the simple article of mayweed, when a person has taken a fa d

cold, by taking * strong cup of the tea when going to bed, will

prevent more dise se in one night, with one cent's expense,

than would be cured by the doctor in one month, and one hun

dred dollars expense in their charges, apothecaries drugs and

nurses.

I had not the most distnt idea at this time, Of ever engaging
in the practice of medicine, more than to assist my own family f
and little did I think what those severe trials and sufferings I

experienced in the cases that have been mentioned, and which

I was drove to by necessity, were to bring about. If seemed s

a judgment upon me, that eithermyself Or family, Or some one

living with me, were sick most of the time the doctor lived on

my farm, which was about seven years. Since I have had more

experience, and become better acquainted with the subject, 1 m

Satisfied in my own mind of the cause. Whenever any of the fa-
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mily took a cold, the doctor was sent for,
who would always either

^

bleed or give physic. Taking away the blood reduces the heat,

and give3 power to the cold they had taken, which increases the

disorder, and the coldness of the stomach causes canker; the

physic dri\ os all the determining powers from the surface in

wardly, nd scatters the canker through the stomach and bowels,

which holds the cold inside and drives the heat on the outside.

The consequence is, that perspiration ceases, because internal

heat is the sole cause of this important evacuation;
and p set

tled fever takes place, which will continue as long as the cold

keeps the upper hand. My experience has taught me that by

mving hot medicine, the in«ern -[ he it w: s increased, and by ap

plying the ste un extern rily, them
tural perspir* Hon was res'

ored ;

and by <dving medicine to clear the stomach and bowels bom

canker, rill the cold is driven out and the heat ie:nrns, which

is the turn of the fever, they will recover the digestive powers,

so that food will keep the heat where it naturally belongs, which

is the fuel that continues the fire or life of mm.

Afier the doctor, who lived on my farm, moved away, 1 had

very little sickness in my family. On die birth of my second

son, which was about two ye rs from the birth of the first son,

we li-d no occasion for a doctor; rny wife did well,
and the child

was much more healthy than ihe others had been; and 1 have

never employed a doctor since; for I had found from sad expe

rience, that they made much more sickness than they-cured .—

Whenever any of my family were sick 1 had no difficulty in

restoring them to health by such means as were within my own

knowledge. As fist . s my children
arrived at years of discre

tion I instructed them how to relieve themselves, and they have

all enjoyed good he Mi ever since. If parents would adopt the

same plan, and depend more upon themselves, and less upon

the doctors, they would avoid much sickness in their families,

as well as save the expense attending
the employment of one ot

the regular physicians, whenever any trifling sickness occurs,

whose extravagant chaises is a grievous and heavy burthen

upon the people. I shall .endeavor to instruct them all in my

power, by giving a plain and clear view of the experience I have

ad thaii they may benefit by it. If they do not, the fault
w.l

not be mine, for I shall have done my duly. I am certain ,

ihe fact, that there is medicine enough in the country wt

the reach of every one, to cure
all the disease incident to it,-«

ftmely and properly administered.

ii win
,

ain of U '

within '
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At the birth of our third son, my wife was again given ovci

by the midwife. Soon after the child was born, she was taken

with ague-fits and cramp in the stomach; she was in great pain,
and we were much alarmed at her situation. I proposed giving
her some medicines, but the midwife was much opposed to it;
she said she wished to have a doctor, and (he sooner the better.

I immediately sent for one, and tried 1o persuade her to pi' a

something which I thought would relieve my wife until the doc

tor could come; but she objected to it, saying th^t her case was

a very difficult one, and would not allow to be trifled with; she

said she was sensible of the dangerous situation my wife was m,

for hot one out of twenty lived through it, and probably she

would not be alive in twenty-four hours from that time. We

were thus kept in suspense until the man returned, and the doc

tor could not be found, and therews no other within six miles.

I then came to the determination of hearing to no one's sdvice

any longer, but to pursue my own plan. 1 tedd my"wife, that as

the midwife said she could not live more than twenty-four hours
her life could not be cut short more than that time, therefore

there would be no hazard in trying what 1 could do to relieve

her. I gave her some warm medicine to re.is° th<? inward 1 oat,

and then applied the steam, which was very much opposed by
the midwife; but I persisted in it according to the best of my

judgment and relieved her in about one hour, after she had laid

in that situation above four hours, without nny thing being deme.
The midwife expressed a great deal of astonishment at the suc

cess I had met with, and said ilia-. I had saved her life, for she
was certain that without the means I had used, she could not

have lived. She continued to do well rmd soon recovered.—

<* This im'kes the fifth time I had applied to the mother of inven

tion for assistance, and in all of them was completely success
ful.

These things began to be taken some notice of about this

time, <md caused much conversation in the neighborhood. My
assistance was called for by some of the neighbors, and I at

tendee! several ctses with good suceess. I had previous to this

time, paid some nitention to the farrier business, and had been

useful in that line. This, however, gnve occasion for the igno
rant and credulous to ridicule me and laugh at those whom I

atteuded; but these things had little weight with me, for I had

no other objeet in view but to be serviceable to my fellow crea

tures, nd I w s too firmly fixed in my determination 'o pursue

that course which I considered was pointed out as my duty, by
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the experience and many hard trials I had suffered, to be deter

red by the foolish remaiks of the envious or malicious pi'rt of

society.
The fast sijckness of my wife, I think took place in Ihe year

• 799, and about two years after she had another son and did

well, making five song that she had in succession; she after

wards had another daughter, which was the fast, making eight
children in the whole that sue w>s 'he mother of; five sons and

three daughters. I mention these paiticul is in order that the

reader rm-y the better understand many things that 'ook place in

my family, which will give some idei of the experience and

trouble I t.ad to encounter in bringing up so large a family,
especially with the m ny tri Is I had to go through .in the various
casps of sickness and 'roubles, which are naturally attend.' nt on

all families, nd of which I h td •

very large share. The know

ledge and experience, however, which I \> ineet by these trying
scenes, I have reason to bless i'.od fur, es it has jnoved to be a

blessing not only to me, but m-my hundreds woo have been

relioved from sickness and distress, through my me ns; and I

hope md trust that it will eventually be the cause of throwing .

off' the veil of ignorance from the eyes of 'he good people of
this country, and do iw ;y the blind confidence they are so much
in the habit of placing in those who call themselves physici- ns,
who fire sumptuously every day; living in splendor and magni
ficence, supported by the impositions they practice upon a de

luded uid credulous people; for they fnve much more reg rd

for their own interest than they do for the health and happiness
of those who are so unfortunate ?s to have any thing to do with

them. If this was the worst side of the picture, ii might be
borne with more patience; but their practice is altogether ex

periment! 1, to try the effect of their poisons upon the constitu

tions of their patients, and if they fa ppen to give more th^n

nature can bear, they either die or become miserable invalids the

rest of their lives, and their friends console themselves with the

idea that it is the will of God, and it is their duty to submit;
the doctor gets well p id for his services, and that is an end of

the tragedy* It may be thought by some that this is a highly
colored picture, and that I am uncharitable to apply it to all who

practice as physicians; but the truth of the s-atements, as re

spects what are called regular physicians, or those who get di

plomas from the medical society, will not be doubted by any

who nre acquainted wi*h the subject, and will throw -side pre

judice and reflect seriously upoa it—those whom the coat suits-
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I am willing should wear it. There are, however, many physi
cians within my knowledge, who do not follow the fashionable

mode of practice of the day, but are governed by their own

judgments, and make use of the vegetable medicine of our own

country, with the mode of treatment most consistent with na

ture; and what is the conduct of ihose. who have undertaken to

dictate to the people how -'nd by whom they shall be attended

when sick, towards them? Why, means that would disgrace the

lowest dregs of society, that savages would not be guilty of, are

reported to for the purpose of iiajuring them, and destroying then-

credit with the public. I have had a pretty farge shnre of this
kind of treatment from the faculty, the particulars of which,

and the sufferings I have undergone, will be given in detail in

the course of this narrative.

Sometime in the month of November, 1802, my children

had the measles, and some of them had them very bad. The

want of knowing how to treat them gave me a great deal of

trouble, much more than it would at the present time, for

experience has taught me that they are very easy to m nage.
One of the children took the disease and gave it to the res:, and

I think we had four down with them at the s me time. My
third son had the disorder very bad; they would not come out,
but turned in, and he became stupid. The canker was much in

the throat and mouth, and the rosemary would have no effect.

Putrid symptoms made their appearance, and I was under the

necessity of inventing something for that, and for the canker.

I used the steam of vinegar to guard against putrefaction, and

gold thread (or yellow root,) with red oak acorns pounded a.nd

steeped together, for the canker. These had the desired effect;
and by close attention he soon got better. The second son was

then taken down pretty much in the same manner, and I pursued
the same mode of treatment, with similar success; but the dis

ease had so affected his lungs, that I feared it would leave him

in a consumption, as was the case with my mother. He could

not speak loud for three weeks. I could get nothing that would

help him for some time, till at last I gave him several portions
of the emetic herb, which relieved him and he soon got well.

During this' sickness we suffered much from fatigue and want of

sleep; for neither my wife nor myself had our clothes off for

twelve nights. This was a good fortnight's school to me, in

which T learned the nature of the measleS; and found it to be

canker and nutrefaction. This experience enabled me to relieve

many others in this disease, and likewise in the canker-rash ; in
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those two disorders, and the small pox, I found a looking-glass,
in which wo may see the niture of every other disease. 1 had

the small pox in the year 1798, and examined its symptoms with

all the skill I was capable of, to ascertain the nature of the dis

ease; and found tint it wis the highest stage of canker and

putrefaction tint the human system was capable of receiving—

the measles the next, and the canker-rash the third; and other

disorders partake more or less of the same, which lam satisfied

is a key '^o the whole; for by knowing how to cure this, is a

general rule to know how to cure all other casos; as the same

inr>ans that will put out a large fire will put out a candle.

Soon after my family had got, well of the r.misles, I was sent

for 4o see a woman by the n one of Redding, in die neighbour
hood. She had been for many yoais afflicted with the choiic,

aud could get no relief from the doctors. I attended her and

found the disorder was caused by canker, and pursued the plan

th t my former experience had taught me, which relieved her

from the pain, and s-> far removed the cause that she never had

another attack of the disoise. In this case the cure was so

simple and evsily performed, that it became \ subject of ridicule,

forwhen she w\s ske 1 obout it, she was vshamed to say that I

cu'-eJ her. The popular practice of the physicians had so much

influence on the minds of 'he people, th ,t they thought nothing

could be rig it but o-hat was done by tlietn. I attended, in this

family for several years, and always answered the desired pur-

poW but my practice was so simple, that it. was not worthy of

notia'e, and being diss .tisfie i with the treatment I received,

refus 'd <o do any thing more for them. After this they em

ployed the more fashionable practitioners, wao were ready

enmm'i to mike the most of a job, and they had sickness and

expense enough to satisfy them, for one of the sons was soon

after taken sick and was given over by the doctor, who left lfm

to die- but af'er ho left, off g-ving medicine he got well himself,

and the doctor not only had the credit of u, but for this job and

one other similar, his charges amounted to over one hundred

dollars. This satisfied me of the foolishness of the people,

whose prejudices are always in favour of any thing that is fash

ionably or that is done bv those
who profess great learning; and

prefer long sickness and expense, if
done in this way, to a sim

ple and natural relief, with a trifling expense

Soon after this, I was called on to attend a Mrs. Wetherfiy,

in the neighbourhood, who had the sime disorder. She had

been afflieted with the choiic for several years, having periodical
fa
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turns of it about once a month; and had been under the care

of a number of doctors, who had used all their skill without

affording her any relief, excepting a temporary one by stepifymg
her with opium and giving physic, which kept hci along till

nature could uoa it off, when she would get a little bettci for

a few days, and then have another turn. After hearing of my

curing Mrs. Redding, they sent for me; I gt ve her n.y n < oicine

to remove the canker,
' nd steamed her, which gave relief in one

hour. She hod a very large f mily to attend to having thirteen

children, and before she had recovered her strength she expoied
herself and had another turn; I attended again and relieved her

in th? same manner as before; but she could not wait till she

gained her strength, and exposed herself ag?un as before, took

cold, and had another tt*rn. Her husband said 1 e nly relieved

her for the time, but did not remove the cruse, and being dis-

sitisfied with what I had done, he sent for a doctor to icmove

the cause; who carried her through a course c< physic, nd

reduced her so low, that she lingered along for eight weeks,
being unable to do any thing the whole time; they then decided

that she had the consumption, and gave her over to di'\ After

the doctors had left her in this situation as incurable, she applied
again to me; but I declined doing any thing for her, as 1 knew

her case was much more difficult than it was" before she applied
to the doctor, and if I should f id in caring her, the blame would

all be laid to me, or if she got well I should get no credit by it;
for which reasons I felt very unwilling to do any thing for her.

After finishing my forenoon's work, on going home to dinner I

found tier at my house waiting for me, and she insisted so much

upon my undertaking to cure her, and seemed to have so much

faith in my being able to do it, that [ at last told her if she

would como to my house and stay with my wife, who was sick

at that lime, I would do the best I could to cure her. She readily
c.i:is3.ited and staid but three days with us; during which time

I pursued my usuil plan of treatment, giving her things to remove
the canker, and steaming to produce a natural perspiration; at

theend of the three days she-went home, taking with her some

medicine, with directions what to do for herself, and in r> short
time entirely recovered her health. In less than a year after she
had another child, which was a conclusion of her having children
or the choiic, and she ever after enjoyed as good health as any
woman in the neighbourhood; but this cure was done in so

unfashionable a way, that they were hardly willing to acknow

ledge it, and they would not apply to me for relief when any of
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th.-jir family were sick, till they had failed in getting it in am,

other .vav.

in aho if a year after the above case, cm of this family, a

young mam about sixteen years old, was attacked with a fe\ei ;

the doctor was sent for, who followed the fashionable court- e of

nrr-c-ticc-, ami reduced him with mercury and other poisons, so
I ;nl he 1 man-red along for three or four months, constantly grow
ing wo>\-j, till th-3 doe;tor said it was a rheumatic fever, and

afterw.rds tiiat he w .s in a decline. Ho had taken so much

mercury ih it it h -<\ smtleJ in his back end hips, and was so s-ih"

that he could not bring his hands lower than his knees. Ey
this time the doctor had given him over as incurable, and be was

considered a fit subject fan- me to undertake with. Tb?y ■; plied
to me and I agreed to take him home to my house, and do -the
! c-' I could to cure him. It was a diflieilt task, for I had in

the first pi ice to bring him back to th" same situation ho w; s in

when lie had the fever, and to destroy the effects o£ the poison
and re-rufate the sys'.oin by s'.o.niing, to produce o natural in

spiration; by pursuing this plan, and giving such things as 1

could get to restore the digestive powers, in two months be was

completely restored H, health; for which I received but five dol

lars, and this was more grudgingly paid than if they had given
a doctor fifty, without doing any good at all.

In the spring of ihe year lSOu^ I was sent for to go to Wood-

slock, in Vermont, to attend a }aiung woman, who was consid

ered in a decline, and the doctors could not help her. I found

her very low, not being able to set up but very little. 1 staid

and attended her about a week, and then left her, with medicines

and directions what to do, and returned home. In about a month

I went agiin to see her and faund her much better, so that she

wa° -ride to ride to her fathers, which was above twenty miles.

All this time I had not formed an idea that I possessed any

knowledge of disorder or of medicine, more than what. I had

leaned by accident; and nil the cases I attended were from

necessity; but the success I had met with and the extraordinary

cures I had performed, maeh much talk, and were heard of for

fifty miles around.

I began to be sent for by the people of this part of the country
so much, that I found it impossible to attend to my farm and

family as I ought; for the cases I had attended, I had received

verv little or ne>1hiii«, not enough to compensate me for my time;
and l found it to be my duty to give up practice altogether or to

make a business of it I consulted with my wife and asked the

advice of my friends., what was best forme to do; they a'!
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agreed, that as it seemed to be the natural turn of my mind,

if I thought myself capable of such on impoitant undertaking,
it would be best to let my own judgment govern me, and to do

us I thought best. I maturely weighed the matter in my mind,
and viewed it as the greatest trust th; t any one could tn^.tpc in.

I considered my want of learning and i^noruite of mankind,
which almost discouraged mefiom the undertaking; yet 1 had a

strong inclination for tiie piactice, which seemed imrcssible to

dives- my mind of; and I h-ad always had a very strong aversion

to working en a farm, as every thing of the kind f.ppeaied to me

to be a burthen; the reason of which I could not account for,
as I had carried on die business to good advantage, and had as

^«K)d a farm as any in the neighbourhaod. 1 finally concluded

to nvke use of that gift winch T thought the God of eakue had

implanted in me; and if I posses, ed such a gift, l bad no

need of learning, for no one can h arm that gift. I thought of

what St. Paul says in Ins epistle to the Corinthians, concerning
the different gifts by the same spirit; some had the gift of pro
phecy, another, the gift of healing, to another the working of

miracles. I am satisfied in my own mind, that every man is

made capacitated for some particular pursuit in life, which if

he engages in it, he will be more useful than he would if he

happens to be so unfortunate as to follow a calling or profession,
that was not allotted to him by his maker. This is a very im

portant consideration for parents, not to make their sens learn

trades 01 professions which are contrary to their inclinations and

the natural turn of their minds; for it is certain if they do, they
never c in be useful or happy in following them.

* I am convinced myself that I possess a gift in healing the

sick, because of the extraordinary success I have met with, nnd
the protection and support Providence has afforded me against
the attacks of all my enemies. Whether I should have been

more useful had it been my lot to have had an education, and

learned the profession in the fashionable way, is impossible for

me to say with certainty; probably I should have been deemed

more honorable in the world; but honor obtained by learning,
without a natural gift, can never in my opinion make a man very

useful to his fellow-creatures. I wish my readers to understand

me, that I do not mean to convey the idea, that learning is not

necessary and essential in obtaining a proper knowledge of anv

profession or art; but that going to college will make a wise

man of a fool, is what I am ready to deny; or that a man can

not be useful and even great in a profession, or in the arts and
i
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sciences, without a classical education, is what 1 think no on.'

will have the hardihood to attempt to support, as it is contrar
to reason and common sense. We have many examples of som

-

of the greatest philosophers, physicians, and divines the world

ever knew, who were entirely self-taught,
• and who have don-

more honor and been greater ornaments to society, than a millio

of those who have nothing to recommend them but having their
he ds crammed with learning, without sense enough to apply ii.

to any great or useful purpose.

Among the practicing physicians, I have found, and I believe

it to be a well known fact, that ihose wdio are really great in the

profession and have had the mosf experience, condemn as rauc1
as I do, the fashionable mode of practice of the present day
and use very little medical poisons, confining themselves in the r

treatment of patients to simples principally, and the use of

such things as will promote digestion and aid nature; and man/

of them disapprove of bleeding altogether. Those of this d .•••

scription, with whom I have had an opportunity to convert
.,

hrve treated me with all due attention and civility; have hear !

me with pleasure, and been ready to allow me credit for my

axperience >nd the discoveries I have made in curing diseasa.

The opposition and abuse that I have met with, has been uni

formly from those to whom 3 think I can with propriety give t!i«

name of quacks, or ignorant pretenders; as all their merit coa

sists in their self-importance and arrogant behaviour towards all

those who have not had the advantages of learning, and a degfm
at college. This class compose a large proportion of the me li-

eal faculty throughout our country; they have learned j'l^t
enough to know how to deceive the people, and keep them :n

ignorance, by covering their doings under a language unknown

to their patients. There can be no ge>od reason given why ill

the medical works are kept in a dead language, except it be to

deceive and keep the world ignorant of their doings, that th y

may the better impose upon the credulity of the people; for ii

it was to be written in our own language every hodv would un

derstand it, and judge for themselves; and their poisonous dru \i

would be thrown into the fire before their patients would take

them. The ill-treatment that I have received from them, h'S

been mostly where 1 have exposed their ignorance by curim*

those they had given over to die; in which cases they have shown

their malice by circulating all kinds of false and ridiculous

reports of me and mv practice, in order to destroy my credit

with the people; and I am sorry fo say that I have found mon;

C 9
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too ready to join with them, even among those who have been

relieved by me from pain and sickness. Such ingratitude 1 can

account for in no other way, than by the readiness with which

the people follow whatever is fashionable, without reflecting
whether it'be right or wrong.
After I had come to the determination to make a business of

the medical practice, 1 found it necessary to fix upon some sys

tem, or plan for my future government in the treatment of dis

ease; for what 1 had done had been as it were from accident,
and the necessity arising out of the particular cases that came

under my care, without any fixed plan; in which I had been

governed by my judgment and the advantages I had received

from experience. 1 deemed it necessary not only as my own

guide; but that whatever discoveries 1 should make in my prac

tice, they might be so adapted to my plan, as that my whole

system might be easily taught 1o others, and preserved for the

benefit of the world. I had no other assistance than my own

observations and the natural reflections of my own mind, un

aided by learning or the opinions of others. I took nature for

my guide, and experience ?s my instructor; and after seriously
considering every part of the subjec', I c: me to certain conclu

sions concerning disease md the whole animal economy, which

thirty years' experience has perfee'ly satisfied me is the only
correct theory. IVy practice has invariably been conformable

to 'J»e general principles upon which my system is founded,
and in no instance li ve I h'd a: son to doubt the correcmess

of i's application to cure all cases of disease when properly
attendee! to: for that all disease is the effect of one general
cause, and may be r-moved t y one general remedy, is the foun

dation upon which I have erected my fabric, and which I shall

endeavor to explain in ..s cle^r and concise a manner as T am

capable, widi a hope fh;t it mny be understood by my readers,
and that they may be convinced of its correctness.

I found, after maturely considering the subject, that all animal
bodies ->re formed of the four elements, earth, cir, fire and vtj ter.

Earth and water constitute the solids, and air and fire, or heat,
are the cause of life and motion. That cold, or lessening the

power ot heat, is the cause of all disease—-that to restore heat

to its natural state was the only way by which health could be

produced; and that after res'oring the natural heat, by clearing
the system of all obstructions md causing a mvvrr.l perspiration,
Ihe stom ich would digest the food trken into it. by which means
ihe whole body is nourished and invigorated > and the heat or
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nature is enabled to hold its supremacy
—that the constitutions .

of all mankind being essentially the same, and differing only in .

the different temperament of the same materials of which tj-.ey
are composed; it appc uxd clear to my mind, that all disease

proceeded from one general cause, and might be cured by one
'

general remedy—that a suite of perfect health arises from a due

balance or temperature of the four elements; but if it is by any
means destroyed, the body iSjinore or less disordered. And

when this is the case, there is always an' actual diminution or

absence of the element of fire, or heat; and in proportion to this

dimintuion, or ibsence, the body is affected by its opposite,
which is cold. .And I found that nil disorders whierr'he. hum tn

family were aelicted with, however various the s\mp cms, and

diffe out the names by which they uro c bed, ..use uueclly from

obstructed perspir.Uon, which is Iways caused 1
y cold, or wnt

of heat; for if there is a niVe". J. beat, it is impossible but tfa.it

there m-'si boa in'mr-il pe-f emj'fan.
'

Hiving fixed upon tbr.-o geee^. i principles, 's the only solid

foundation itD'-n which i <orrec* and *ruc ■ me as'; nding f the

subject c nle fovjffaed, my re::i business was to- sec tain what

kirtesof meaio'.ne "nd treatment would best answer the purpose

in conformity t.. ihs I'm vers: 1 pi n of curing disease; far it **'

urns*, T 'bin!:, be certain, and so! -eviden* to every one, that

whatever vvill mcrese ihe inteinal he. t, remove all obstructions

of the svstcm, restore the digestive powers of the stomach, nd

produce .» n Aural perspiration, is universally applic 1 le in ail

cases of disense, and therefore may be considered as a general I

remedy. I
The first and most important consideration, was to find a me- j

dicine that would establish a natural internal heat, so as to give

nature its proper command. My emetic herb, (No. 1,) 1 found

would effectually oleanse the sfnnuch, and would very essen

tially aid in rrising the heat and promoting perspiration; but

would not hold it long enough to effect the desired object, so
but that the cold woulel return again End assume its power. It

was like a fire nr de of shavings; a strong heat for a shoit time

and then all go out. After much experience, and trying every

thmg within my knowledge to gain this important point, I fixed

upon the medicine which I have called No. 2, in my patent, for

th •: purpose; and after using it for many years, f am perfectly |.

convinced that it is the best thing that can be mnde use of to i

hold the heat in the stomach until the system cm be cleared of I

obstructions, so as to produce a natural digestion of the food.
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which will nourish the body, establish perspiration and restore

the health of the patient. I found it to be perfectly safe in all

cases, and never knew any bad effects from admisterinf; it.

iby next grand object was to get something that would clear

the stomach and bowels from canker, which are more or less af

fected by it in all cases of disease 10 which the human family
are subject. Canker and putrefaction are caused by cold, or

w. nt of heat; foi whenever any part -of the body is so t ffec.cd by-
cold as to overpower the natural heal, putrefaction commences,

and if not checked by medicine, or ihe natural consti''- ton

is not s.rong enough to overcome its progress it will communi

cate to the blood, when death will end Jthe contest between heat

and cold, by deciding in favor of the latter. I have made t.se

of a great many articles, which are useful in removing canker;
but my preparation called No. 3, is the best for that pin pi se,

that has come to my knowledge; though many other thiols may
be made use of to good effect, all of which I sfa ll^ive particu
lar description of in my general directions heiei'f'ei.

Having endeavored to convey to my readers in h brief man

ner, a correct idea of the general principles upon which I foim-

ed my system of practice, 1 shall now give some account of the
success I met with in the various cases that, came under my care,

and the difficulties and eppe>sition thai I have bad to encounter

in in int ining it fill this time, .'gainst all my enemies.

My general plan of treatment has been in all cases of disease,
to cleanse the stomach by giving >o. 1, and produce as great an
internal heat as I could, by giving No. 2, and when necessary
made use of steaming, in which I have always found great

benefit, especially in fevers; after this, I gave No. 3, to clear off

the canker; and in all cises wbee the patient had not previ
ously become so far reduced as to have nothing to build upon,
1 hive been successful in restoring them to health. I found

that fever was a disturbed state of the heat, or more properly,
that, i1 wseaused by the efforts which nature makes to throw off

disease; and therefore ought to be aided in its cause, and treated
as i friend ; and not as an enemy, as is the practice of the phy-
sici- ns. In all cases of disease I have found that there is more

or less fever, according to ihe state of the system; but that all

fevers proceed from the same cause, differing only in the symp

toms; and may be managed and brought to a crisis with much

less trouble than is generally considered practicable, by increas

ing the internal heat, t ill the cold is driven out, which is the

cause of it. Thus keeping ihe fountain above the stream, and

every thing will take its natural course.
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During the year 1805, a very alarming disease prevailed in

Alstead and Walpole, which was considered the yellow fever,

and was fatal to many who were attacked by it. I was called

on and attended with veiy great success, not losing one ] a dent

that I attended; at the same time, those who had the lobular

physicians, nearly one half of them died. This disease jie-

vailed for about forty days, during which time I was not at heme

hut eight nighK 1 was obliged to be nur?e as well as doctor,
and do every thing myself, for the people had no knowledge of

my mode of practice, and I could not depend upon what any

person did, except what, was under my own immediate inspec
tion. I pursued the same gcacral pkn that I had fcefeae adopt

ed; but the experience I had dom this practice, suggested to

trie many improvement, which I had not before thought oi, as

respects the manner of treatment of patients to effect the ob

jects I aimed at in curing the disease1, which was to produce a

natural perspiration. I found groat benefit in steaming in tie

manner that I had discovered and practiced with my little daug-

ter; but I found by experience, that by putting a hot stone into

a spider or iron bason, and ihen wetting the top of the slone

with vinegar, was an important improvement; and with this

simple method, with a little medicine of my own preparing, an

swered a much better purpose, than all the bleeding and poi
sonous physic of the doctors. While I was attending those

who were "sick, and they found that my mode of treatment re

lieved them from their distress, they were \ory ready to Antler

and give great credit for my practice;
but after I had worn my

self out in their service, they began to think that it was not

done in a fashionable way; and the doctors made use of every

means in their power to ridicule me and my practice, far the

purpose of maintaining their own credit with the people. This

knid of treatment ws a new thing to re, as I did not at that

time so well understand ihe craft, as I have since, from hard.

earned experience. The word quackery, when used by the

doctors against me, was a very important charm to prejudice the

people against my practice; but I would ask all the candid and

reflecting part of the peoofa, the following question, and f will

leave them to their conrcdeHces to give an answer—Which is

the greatest quack, the one who relieves them from their sick

ness" by the most shmple and safe meensf without any preten

sions to infallibility or skill, more tlrrn what nature and experi

ence has taught him, or the one who, instead of curing the dis

ease, increases it by administering poisonous medicines, which
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only tend to probing the d-strcss of the p-'icnt, till either ihe

►•tr?.ig;h of his nitural constitution, or death r-.beves Inm?

I was called upon to attend a man by th." name of Fair

banks who lived in Walpole; he was taken wiih bleeding at

the fangs. I found him in a very bad condition; the- fan ily

j-'.dged that i.c had lost nearly six qir.rts of blood in hve.ity-

four hours. He was in do-pan, am! had taken h- 've of his

f-'.iiiy, as they coiside-cd there w s w> hopes of his living.—

The .!(.• ;tor was with bin; \vhen I insl ei''era:l the house; but

ho fled at my r;>p:ea< h. Ibath his legs were c.t dud by the i!eo-

tor, and the fast tiling I did was to strip off the cords from bis

ki-s; and "then nive medicine to get as cre^t vn infama-l hern as

I possibly could preiefaee; gvA. him to sweit pio'rsoly; tlaa

gave him medicine to clear the c-mfa5r; and in facrdays he ws
so well as to be able to go cut and attend 1o his business.

fa.nna.'iine in October, 1805, I attended a Afas. tfoodell of

"Walpole; site had be<m comined ami fad taken co'd. The

mast need (hictois in tho town laid • tiem! 1 her thiooeh what

they called a fever, and she was then pronounced by Ihem to be

in a decline. After three months practice upon Iter, they had

got her into so desperate a situation, that they gave her over,
and said that her case was so putrid and ulcerated that it was

utterly incurrdile. She had, in addition to the rest of her diffi

culties, a cancer on her back. In this desperate situation, it

was thought by her friends that she was a proper subject for me
to undertake with. I, with a great deal of reluctance, under

took with her, at her earnest solicitation md that of her hus

band; but met with much greter success than {expected. In

four weeks sheAvas able to be about the bouse and do some

work.

In the same year I was sent for to attend a woman who had

been in a dropsical way for a number of years. The disease

had of late g ined with rapid progress. Her husband had pre

viously conversed with me upon ihe subject, and said that he

had applied to Dr. Sp'rahawk, and others, and they had agreed
1o make a trial of mercury. I told him lhat it would not an

swer the purpose; he said he was afraid of it himself; but the

doctors said there was no other possible way. The doctor tried

his mercurial treatment for several days, which very nearlv

proved fatal; for I was sent for in great has'c, with a request
that 1 would attend as soon as possible, as they expected she

would not live through the day. I found her situation very

distressing; she said it appeared to her. that she was full of
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bcald.ng water. She began to turn purple in spots, and it was

expected that mortification had taken place. In ihe first place,
I guve he- about a gill of checkerberry and hemlock, distilled.
which allayed the heat immediately. This answered the pur

pose, till I could cle.;i- her s omach, and by the greatest exer

tions, i.nd close attention through the day, i was enabled to re

lieve her. I attenae! her for about a week, and she was so fur

recovered as to enjoy couiiortablc health for twehe years.
^•.o'wnl..standing this desperate case was curod, to the aston

ishment of all who witnessed it, the doctors had so much influ

ence over the people, and made so many false statements about

it, tint I got no credit for the cure. This woman's brother had

siid that her husband wanted to kill her, or he would not have

sent for me. Su< h kind of ingratitude was discouraging to

me; nut it did not prevent me from persevering in my duty.
A short tinm after the above case happened, that woman's

brother, who rn-dc the speech abo et me, wos taken very sick,
w'l; what was called the yellew fover, and sent for me. I at

tended him and "sked him if be wnnted 10 die. He said no;

why do you ask that? I told him, that I should suppose from the

speech he made about my being sent for to his sister, that he

did, or he would not htrve sent for me, if he believed his own

words. He said he thought differently n^w. I attended him

through the day with my new practice. To sweat him I took

hei slock boughs, and put a hot stone in the middle of a large
bunch of them, wrapping the whole in a cloth and poured on

hot water till 1 raised a lively steam, and then put one at his

feet and another near his body. I gave him medicine to nose

tho inward heat and for the canker; after attending him through
the d,jv, I went home; and on calling to see him the next morn

ing, found thai, his fever had turned, and he was quite comforta

ble, so that he was soon about his business.

I was about this time sent for to <*ee a child in Surry, a neigh
boring town, which was taken very sick, and was ent rely stu

pid. I told the father o*' the child ih:t it had the canker, -md

made use of my common mode of practice for that difficulty.
Being sent for to go to Walpole to see two young men who had

been taken the day before with the prevailing fever, T left the

chil.l, with directions how to proceed with it. I then started

for Walpole, and found the two young men violently attacked

with the fever. They had a brother who had been attended by
the doctor for above four weeks for 'he same disease, and was

then just able to sit up. It was thought by all, the t^o that
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were at lacked last, were as violently taken as the other was:

and they expresse-; a string wish, that they might be cured

without so long a run as thoir brodier had. I was as anxious

as they were to have a siiort job, and exerted all ray powers to

relieve them, which I was enabled to do that night, and left

them in the monm.g e^iire comfortable, so that they were soon

able to attend to their vvork. The brother who had the doctor,
w is unable to do any tiling for several months. The doctor

was paid a heavy bill for his visits; but my cure was done so

quick, that it was thongnt not to be worthy of iheir notice, and
I nc er received a cent from tnem for my trouble. On return

ing 10 the child that I had left the day before, 1 found drit the

doctor had been there nd told them that I did not know what

was the matter w.lu the child; and had persuaded them to give
him the care of it. He filled it with mercury and run it down;
after having given as much mercury inside as nalure could

move, and the bowels grew silent, he then rubbed mercurial

ointment on the bowels as long as it had any effect; after which

he agreed that the child had the enker very badly; but he still

pe •••fasted in the same course till *:he child wasted iway and died,
in about two months riaer it wras first taken sick. After the

child was dead, ns parents were willing to allow that I under

stood the disorder best. The doctor got twenty five dollars for

killing the child by inc'.e^, and I got nothing.
In the spring of 1S05, a ?Trs. Richardson was brought to my

hous<\ She ws bioi-.glit in her bed from Westford, Vermont,
about 130 miles; und was Mended by a son and daughter, the
one twen'y-one and 'he other eighteen years of age. The

modn-r had lain in 'er bed most part of the time for ten years.

All ihe doctors in tint p->rt of the country had been applied to

without any advantage; and they had spent nearly all their pro

perty. I undertook with hpr more from a charitable feeling for

the young man -md woman, than from any expectation of a

cu-e. Their conduct tcw.id-s thoir helpless mother, was the

greatest example of affection of children to a parent, that I ever

witnessed. The young man stated 10 me that his mother had

been i
year together without oomiing her eyes; that when she

cc-da open them, they thought her slmost well. She was per-
fe. ly helpless, not lieiag bio to do the least thing; not even to
brtsh off a fly, any more than an infant. She had laid so long
tha' her knee joints had become stiff.

I he am w;th her by cleansing her stomach and promoting
perspiration ; after which, I used to trv to give her some exer-
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vise. The first trial I made was to put her bed into a wheel

barrow and lay 'her on it; when I would run lier out, till she

appeared 1o be weary; sometimes I would make a mis-sep and

fall, pretending that 1 had hurt me; in order to iry to get her to

move herself by frightening her. After exercising her in this

way for a few days, I put her in a waggon, sitting on a led, a.nd

drove her about in that manner; and when her joints became

more limber, I sat her on the seat of the waggon. She insisted

tht she should fall off, for she said she could not use her feet;

but the driver would sometimes drive on ground that was si-, e-

ling, and rather than turn over, she would start her foot unex

pectedly. After exercising her in this way sometime, I put her

on a ho: so behind her son; she at first insisted that she should

fill off; but when I told her she was at liberty to f 11, if she

chose, she would not, choosing rather to exert herself to hold

on. When she had rode a few miles in this way, I put her on

the horse alone, and after a few trials she would ride very well,

so that in the course of two months she would ride four miles

out and back every day. She used to be tired after riding, and

would lay down and not move for sue hours. I continued to

give her medicine to keep up perspiration, and restore tiie

digestive powers, and to strengthen the nervous system. 1

attended her in this way for three months, ?nd then went with

her and her son and daughter to Manchester; slue rode upwards

of thirty miles in a day, and stood the journey very well. 1

never received any pay for all my
trouble and expense ot keep-

in^ them for three months, except what the two young people

did more than take care of their mother; but I accomplished

what I undertook, and relieved these two unfortunate orphans

from their burthen; which was more satisfaction to me than to-

have received a large sum of money, without doing any good.

I saw this woman three years after
at the wedding of her son,

and she was quite comfortable, and has enjoyed a tolerable

decree of health to this time, being able to wait on herself.

Oa my return from Manchester I stopped at. Walpole, and it

being on the Sabbath, I attended meeting. In the pfternoon

during service, a young womm was taken in ait and carried

out of the meeting-house. I went out to see her and found that

she had been subject to fits for sometime.. She was much

bloated, and very large, weighing abopt three hundred.
A few

days after her friends brought her
to my house, and were very

aent that I should undertake to help her; but I told them I

ws satisfied that it would be a very difficult undertaking, and
I
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did not feel willing to engage in it; but they were so urgent

I agieed to do what I could for her. Every lime she te>ck medi

cine, when 1 first begfan with her, she would have a strong con

vulsion fit; but I scon got her to sweat freely, and her fit,, were

at an end. By persevering in my usual plan of Ire. t» < n , 1

got a natural perspiration, and her other e< aeuaiions l:ec*me

regular; she was considerably reduced in size, . rid I fa ve never

heard of her having any fits since. The cai-se of her fits wa*

taking sudden cold, and all perspiration and the giv.ter poll of

other evacuations ceased, leaving the water in her body.
In the fall of 1805, 1 was sent for to go to Richmond, to see

the family of Elder Bowles, who were all sick with the dysentery ;

and Mrs. Bowles had a cancer on her bre st. I relieveo ibem

of their disorders, by my usual mode of prucMce; • nd ga\e the

womitn medicine for the cancer, which relieved her. I h-d

occasion to visit her again, and. the tumor was about the size of

an egg; but by following my prescriptions, it w->s dissolved

without causing any pain, and she has been well for twelve

years. I then practiced in different parts of Rcyalston ami War

wick, and my practicing in ihese places \\>\n the way that my

mode of sweating for the spotted fever, enme to be known and

practiced by the physicians in Petersham. I bed discovered

the benefit of sieaming by trying it upon my daughter two years
before, and had been constantly practicing it ever since; but

the doctors, though they condemned me and my practice, were

willing to introduce it and take the credit to themsehes as an

important discovery.
After returning home I was sent for to attend a woman in the

neighborhood, who had been under the care of a celebrated

doctor, for a cancer in her breast. He had tortured her with

his caustics, till her breast was burnt through to the bone; and

by its corrosive nature had caused the cords to draw up into

knots; he hid likewise burnt her leg to the cords. She had

been under his care eleven weeks; until she was much wasied

away, and her strength nearly gone. In this situation the doctor

was willing to get her off his hands, and.*vished me to take *

chargeof her. After some hesitation I consented, and al tended

her three weeks, in which time I healed up her sores, and cleared
her of the humor so efl'ectually that she has ever since enjoyed
good health.
While attending upon this case another woman was brought

to me from Hillsborough, who had a cancer on ihe beck of her

neck. I dissolved the tumor, and cured her by applying my
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cancer balsam, anel the common course of medicine, in three

weeks, without any pain; and she has ever since enjoyed good
health.

In the autumn of 1 806, 1 found that a certain doctor of Alstcad,
had circulated some very foolish and slanderous reports about

me and an old woman, whom I had attended, and had given to

Ihem so much importance, that many people believed them. 1

found that I could prove lis assertions, and sued him for defa

mation; supposing that by appealing to the laws of my country
I could get. ipdress; but I wis disappointed in my expectations
for 1 was persuaded to leave the case to a reference, and he had

raised such a strong prejudice in the minds of the people against

ine, that they were more ready to favor a man whom they con

sidered great and learned ,
because he had been to college, than

to do justice to me; so they gave the case against me, and I had

to pay the cost. After this I refused to attend those people who

had assisted in injuring me, and gave them up to their fashiona

ble doctor. A curse seemed to follow them and his practice;

for the spotted fever prevailed in this place soon after, and ihe

doctor took charge of those who had sided with him against me,

and if he had been a butcher and used the knife, there would

not have been more destruction among them. Two men who

swore falsoly in his favor, and by whose means he got his cause,

were among his first victims; and of the whole that he aUended,

about nine"lenths died. He lost upwards of sixty patients in

the town of Alstead in a short time.

I attended the funeral of a young man, one of his patients,

who was sick but twenty-four hours, and' but twelve under the

operation of his medicine. He was as bfack as a blackberry,

and swelled so as to be difficult to screw down the lid of the

coffin ; when I went into ihe room where the corpse was, the doc

tor followed me, and gave directions
to have^the coffin secured

so as to prevent the corpse being seen; and then began to insult.

me to attract the attention- of the people. He said to me, I

understand, sir, ihat^ouhave a patent to cure such disorders as

that (pointing to the corpse.) I said no, and at the same time

intimated what I thought of him. He put on an air of go at

importance, nnd said to me, what can you know about medicine?

you have no learning, you cannot parse one sentence in gram

me I told him I never knew that grammar was made use ot

as'medicine; but if a portion of grammar is so much like the

operation of ratsbane,
as appears on

this corpse, I should never

wish to know the use of it. This unexpected application ot tl
.
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meaning of what he said, displeased the medical gentleman very

much; and finding that many of the people pres?::l had the

sane opinion that 1 had, it irritated him so much, lhat he

threatened to horsewhip me; but I told him that he might do *

what he pleased to me, provided he did not poison me with his '

grammar. He did not attempt to carry his threat into execution, ^J
so 1 hn.ve escaped his whip and his poison: but the people were

justly punished for their ingratitude a.nd folly, in preferring
death and misery, because it was done mcie fashionably, to a

mode of pracdee by which they might relieve themselves in a

simple and s ife manner.

I have been more particular in relating these circumstance's,
in order to show my reasons for refusing to practice so near

home; for I had been in constant practice among them for four

or uve years, and had been very successful, not having lost c-ne

patient during the whole time. My house had been constantly
filled with patients from all parts of the country, for which 1

had received very little pay; myself and family were worn out i

with nursing and attending upon them; so that I was compelled
in a measure, to leave home to free myself and family from so

heavy a burthen. Besides I felt it more a duty to assist the

people in those parts where 1 had been treated with more friend

ship, and had received more assistance through my troubles,
than what I had experienced from those whom I had reason to

consider as under the greatest obligations to me.
In the spring of the year 1806, 1 came to a determination to

go to New York, for the purpose of ascertaining ihe nature of

the yellow fever, having been impressed with the idea, that this
disease was similar to that which had been prevalent in different .

juris of the country, only differing in causes which were local.

I made arrangements with a man to takj charge of my faun,
and on the 26th of June, started for Boston', where 1 took pas-

■

ge fot.New Ydrk, and sailed on the 3d of July. In passing
tkiiagh the Sound, I was very sensibly affected by ihe cold »

< 'ml? I experienced in coiiteequencc of ihe sea air; having never
bee:i on the silt water before, this was new to me; although the

weither was v<;y hot on the land, 1 suffered with the cold.
We arrived at New York in eight days; and the weather was

e^vnnely hot when I landed; this sadden .chmge produced a

powerful effect on my feelings; the cause of which 1 was satis

fied in my own mind, was in consequence of ihe cold I had \t
oxp "fenced on the water having reduced the natural heal cf the

body; thus corning into a very warm atmosphere, the externai
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and inteinal heat were upon nearly an equal scale, and when

there is an exact balance, so as to stop the determining powers

to the surface, mortification immediately takes place, and death

follows. This is the cause why the fever is so fatal to those

who go from the northward into a warm climate.

On my arrival I looked round to find a place to board, and

took up my lodgings with a Mr. Kavanagb, an Irishman, and a

Roman Catholic. "After spending some lime in viewing the

city, 1 applied to the Mayor of the city, and to the Board of

Health, to ascertain whether I could have an opportunity to try

the effect of my medicine and system of practice on the pre

vailing fever. They told me that I could get no pay for it by

law. T went to sec Dr. Miller, who was then President of the

board of heilth, and h'd some conversation with him upon the

subject. He told me the s-une as the Mayor had, and inquired

of me in what manner I expected to give relief; I told him my

plan was to cause perspiration. He said if I could cause (hem

to sweat, he thought there was a good chance to effect a cure.

After spending several days in New York, 1 went to West

chester creek to procure some
medicine. I thoaght that 1 was

going to have the yellow fever, for I felt all ihe symptoms,
as 1

thought, of that disease; my strengtli was nearly gone, my eyes

were yellow, and a noise in my head ; my tongue was black,
md

what mssed my bowels wns like tar. I wis among strangers,

and had little money; I went to the house of a quaker woman,

and asked her to let me stay widi her that day ; she gave her

consent Had but little medicine with me, and could find

noMiin* that I could relish but salt and vinegar; I used about

half a Pint of salt and double the quantity of vinegar, which

ga e rn'relfaf, audi giiie.l 8,nw,h sf

^V^Or. mv

day 1 was able to return to tho city of New York On my

arrival there I was sa weak that it was with
the greatest.difficulty

I could ^3 to my boarding house, which was about forty rods

from heoface where welan
led. I immediately took Nos.2ard

3 sTeep^d and No. 4, in a short time I began to have an appetite;

fhe fiSTfood that I took' was a piece ot smoked salmon and

11 rine neach -Mice Soon recovered my strength and was

Thfo tXa'b >u This satisfied me that I had formed a correct

tdll of this fatal disease; that it was the consequence
of losmg

ft. inward heat of the body, and bringing it to a balance wth

2£ S™«ndto* iir; and the only method by which a cure ran

be efiecS fcft *"in« sudl me<lici"e
*S *"

'T'lV
SI heat? to such a de^e

as to get the determining

D 2
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oower to the surface, by which moans poispiration will faht

pi ce, and which is called the turn of the leer; if this is n*1

accomplished either by medicine, or by nature being sub cienl

to overcome the disease, mortification will^ be ; s certain a con

sequence as it would lie if u person was strangled. The reason

why they lose their strength in so short a time, is because it

depends wholly upon the power of inward heal; and as nmcli

as they lose that, so much they lose their strength and acuvily

I had a good opportunity to prove these facts and to. satisfy

myself, by attending upon a Mr. McCowan, who had ihe yellow
fever. lie was the teacher of the Roman Catholic school, and

an acquaintance of Mr. Kavanagh, with whom I boarded, and

who recommended him to my care. He was attacked about

noon, and was very cold, and had no pain; his eyes were half

closed, and appeared like a person half way between sleeping
and waking; he lost so much strength that in two hours he was

unable to walk across the rcom without staggering. I began
with him by giving Ncs. 2 and 3, to raise the inward heat and

cleir the strmach, and in an boor after getting him warm, he

was in very extreme pain, so much so that bis friends were

alarmed about him; but I told them ihat it was a favoia bl«

symptom. After being in this situation about an hour, perspi
ration began and he grew easy; the next clay he was out about

his business. The effect in these cases is exactly similar to a

j>eison being recovered after having been drowned. The cold

having overpowered the inward heat, all sensation or feeling
ceases, and of course there is no pain; but as soon as the heat

begins to increase so as to contend with the cold, sensation re*

turns, and the pain will be very great till the victory is gained by
heat having expelled the cold from the body, when a natural

perspiration commences, and nature is restored to her empire.
1 will here make a few remarks upon the food taken into the

stomach, which is of the utmost importance to the preservation
of health. While 1 was in New York, I took particular notice
of their manner of living; and observed that they subsisted

principally upon fresh provisions, more particularly the poorer
class of people ; who are in the habit in warm weather of going
to market at a late hour of the day, and purchasing fresh meat

lint is almost in a putrid state, having frequently been killed
the night previous, and being badly cooked, by taking it into
the stomach, will produce certain disease; and I am convinced
that this is one of the greatest causes that those fatal epidemics
prevail in the hot season, in our large seaports. Mutton and
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lamb is often drove a. great distance from the ccuniry, and hav

ing been heat and fatigued, then are cooled suddenly, which

causes the fat to turn to water; and often when killed are in

almost a putrid state, and the meat is soft and flabby. Such

meat as this when brought into the market on a hot day will turn

green under the kidneys in two or three hours, and taken into

J he stomach will putrify before it digests, and will communicale

the same to the stomach, ami the whole: body will be so affected
N

by h, as to cause disorders of the worst kind. If people would

get into the practice of eating salt provisions in hot weather

and fiesb in cold, it would be a very great preventative to dis

ease. On .3 ounce of putrid flesh in the stomach is worse ihan

the effect produced by a whole carcase on the air by its effluvia.

Much more might be srid upon ibis important subject; but 1

shall defer it, for the present and shall treat more upon it in an

other part ef the wenk. It is a subject that has been too much

neglected by our health offices s in this country.

While in the city of New York, I attended an Irishman by

the name of Doyle, who had the fover-and-ague. This disease

cives a complete view of my theory of heat and cold; for .•:. is

about an equal balance between ihe two, heat keeping a little

the upper hand. He had been afflicted with tins distressing

disorder about four months; be had the fits most of the lime

every day and was very bad. I began by giving him such me

dicine as I usually gave to increase the inward heat of ihe

body, which subdued the cold, and gave heat the victory over it;

and by strictly attending him in ibis way four days, he was

completely cured. Being short of money, I
asked him for some

compensation for my trouble; but he refused and never paid me

a cent- observing, that he must have been getting well before,

for no one ever heard of such a disorder being cured m four

dT gentleman whom I had formed an acquaintance with, by

the name of James Quackenbush,
who had the care of the s.ate

orison warehouse, finding how I had been treated, invited me to

To oh7s house and live with him, which I thankfully accepted

I was treated with much kindness by him, for which he has my

™

OnXltthrf September, I started for home, and took pass:

aCe on board a packet for Boston,
where I arrived in five days;

and on the 26th reached my home, after an absence of three

anatte and found my family well. I was often called onto

Practice in the neighborhood; but declined
most part of the
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applications in consequence of the treatment I had received

from them, which has boon before related. In November I went

to Plum Island to collect medicine; on my way I called on Jo

seph Hale, Esq. of Pepperell, and engaged him to come down

wilh his waggon in about three weeks, to bring back what me

dicine I should collect. 1 went by the way of iNewburyport ; ^

and after being on the island three or four days, collected such

roots as I wanted and returned to thai place. While there, being
in a store in conveistion with some persons, there came h\a

man from Salisbury Mills, by ihe name of Osgood, who stated

that he was very unwell, and that his wife lay at ihe point of

death, with the lung fever; tint she had been attended by Dr.

French, who had given her over. One of the gentlemen stand

ing by told him that I was a doctor, and used the medicine of

our own country. He asked me if I would go liemie with him

and see his wife; i>s I was waiting for Mr. Hade, and nothing to

do, I told him I would, and we immediately started in ihe

cfadse for his borne, which was ;;bout six miles. On our arri

val he introduced me to his wife as n «'octor who made use of

the medicine of our countiy; and .rsked her if she was willing
that I should undertake to cure her. She ^aid if I thought that
I could help her, she had no objection. I gave my opinion that

I could, and undertook, though wilh some reluctance, as I was

in a strange place and no one that I knew, f proceeded with

her in my usual method of practice, and in about fourteen hours
her fever turned, and the next day she was comfortable and soon

goi about. ,

This cure caused considerable talk among the people in the

neighborhood, who thought very favorably of me and my prac

tice; but it soon came to the ears of Dr. French, who was very
much enraged to think one of his patients, that he had given
over, should be cured by one whom he called a quack; and at

tempted to counteract the public impression in my favor, by •

circulating a report that the womnn was getting better and sat

up the greatest part of the day before I saw her; but this was

denied by the woman's husband, and known by many to be false.
While f remained in this place, waiting for Mr. Ffale to come

down with bis waggon to carry home mv medicine, I was called
on to attend several c^ses, in all ff which I wns very success

ful; most of them were such as had been given over by their

doctors. One of 1hem was a case of a young man, who had

cut three of his fingers v«rv lvully, so s to lay open the mrits.

Dr. French had attended him three weeks, and they had got so
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bad that he advised him to have them cut off as the only alter

native. The young man applied to me for advice. I told him
that if I was in his situation, 1 should not be willing to have
them cut off till I had made some further trial to cure them
without. He requested me to undertake to cure him, to which
I consented, and began by clearing the wound of mercury, by
washing it with weak lye; I then put on some drops, and did it

up with a bandage which was kept, wet with cold water. While
1 wis dressing the wound, a young man who was studying with

Dr. French, came in and made a great fuss, telling the young
man that I was going to spoil his hand. 1 told him that I was

accountable for what was doing, and that if he had any advice

to offer I was ready to hear him; but he seemed to have nothing
to offer except to find fault, and went off after saying that Dr.

French's bill must be paid very soon. I continued to dress his

hand, andriu ten days he was well enough to attend his work,
being employed in a nail factory. Soon after, I saw him there

ut work, and asked him how Ins fingers did, he said they were

perfectly cured ; he wished to know what my bill was for attend

ing hiin. I asked him tvhat Dr. French had charged, and he

said he had sent his bill to his mother, amounting to seventeen

dollars; I told him I thought that enough for us both, and 1

should charge him nothing. His mother was a poor widow,

depending on her labor and that of her son for a living. I re

mained in tills place about two weeks, and the people were very

urgent that I should stay longer; but Mr. Hale fairing arrived,
I left them with a promise that I would visit them again in the

spring. We arrived at Pepperell, whore I remained several days
with Mr. Hile, who was an ingenious blacksmith and a chymist,

having been much engaged in the preparation of mineral medi

cine. He had an inquiring turn of mind ami was very enthu

siastic in his undertakings; although he prepared medicines

from minor lis, ho acknowledged thr*t he was afraid to use them

on account of his knowing taoir poisonous qualities. I con

vincerl him of tin saperiority of my system of practice, ■ nd

instructed. him in the it* of my medicine, su that he engaged
in it and soon had as much practice as he could attend to; be

ing so well sitisled of its general application to the cure of id I

cases of diseise, that lie looked no nmm for it in his rumen L

preparations.
In the winter of 1307, I wait with my vrife to Jeaicho, Yen

mont, *o visi' my fther and friends, who lived there,. While

there I was criied on to see a number who were sick, among
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whom was a young man that had been taken, in what i.s called

crcmp convulsion tits. He w<is<fu-st 1, ken on Sunday morning
and coniinucd in fits mosteff the time nil Tuesday; le was at

tended during this tune by the best doctors thai could le pro

cured, without doing him any good. They could not get their

medicine to have any erlect upon him; he: continued in convul

sions most of Ihe time, every part of bun was as stiff as a wood

en iniaye; after trying every thing they could they gave him

over. His father c me after me, and just as we entered the

room where the young man wv.s he was taken in a fil. His feet

and hands were drav n in towards his body, his j>w?> were set,
his head drawn back, and every pari of him as completely fixed

r.s a statue. The first difficulty was to get him to take any

thing; his jaws were set as tight together as a vise. I took a

solution of Nos. 1, 2, and 6, as strong as it could be made, and

putting my finger into the corner of his mouih, making a space

between his cheek and teeth, poured some of it down ; and soon

as it touched the glands at the roots of his tongue, his jaws
came open, and he swallowed some of the medicine; which had

such an effect upon the stomach, thct nil the rp^-ms immedi

ately ceased. I left him some medicine with directions, cand he

entirely recovered his health; I sa.w him three years after, and
he told me that he had not had a fit since the one above describ

ed. I was convinced from this circumstance, that the cause of

all cramps or spasms of this kind, is seated in the stomach, and
that all applications for relief in such cases should be made

there; us it will be of no service to work on the effect as long
as the cause remains.

Before returning home, I was called on by Captain Lyman
of Jericho, to advise with me concerning his son, who had a fe

ver sore on his thigh, which he had been afflicted with for seven

years. He had been attended by all the doctors in that part of

the country to no advantage. They had decided that the only
thing which could be done to help him, was 1o lay open his

thigh and scrape the bone. I told him that I did not see how

they could do that without cutting the great artery, which lay
close to the bone, where they would have to cut. He said he

was satisfied that ft would not do, -and was very urgent that I

should undertake with him. I told him that it was impossible
for me to stay at that time; but if his son would go home with

me, I would undertake to cure him; to which he consented, End
the young man returned with me; which was in the month of

March. 1 began with him by giving medicine to correct and
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strengthen the system; bathed the wound with my rheumatic
drops, or No. 6, sometimes bathing with cold water to strength
en it, and after proceeding in this manner for about a month, he
w.is, weil enough to do some work: he remained with me till

Augnsl. when he w.s entirely cured, so thatjue was able to re

turn to his father's on foo% a distance of one hundred miles.
In the fill of this year, the dysentery, or camp distemper, as

it w s called, was very prevalent in the above named town of
Jericho: and was so mortal that all but two who had ihe disease
and were attended by the doctors died, having lost above twenty
in a s.'iort time. Tie inhabitants were much alarmed and held
a consultation, to advise what to do; and being informed by
the young mm above mentioned, that I was al home, they sent

an express -for me, and I immediately nude arrangements to

comply with their request. In tw-iity-fonr boms I star'ed. and
arrived there on the third day after, and found riiem waiting
wiih great anxiety for me, having refused to lake any thing from

Ihe doctors. I had an inteniew with (he selectmen of the

town, who had taken upon themselves ti:e care of the^sick;
1 hey informed me that there were about t'erty then sick, ?nd

wished me to undertake the care of ihem. I agreed to take

charge of them on condition lint I could have two men to

assist me; this wis complied wilh, md I commenced my prac
tice upon thirty in the course of rii-r-o d vs. Tlve disorder was

the most distressing of any that I had ever wi messed. One

man h <d a;en speechless for six hours, and was supposed to be

dying; but on my giving him some medicine to warm hisn, he
seemed to revive like in insect that was warmed by the sua after
h ving liid in a torpid state through the winter. I had but

litde medicine with me and had to use such as I could procure

at this place. I found the cause of the disease to be coldness

and canker; the digestive powers being Inst, the stomach bftcrme

clogged so that it would not hold the hetit. I m.-'de use of red

pepper steeped in a tea of sumach leaves, sweetened, and some

times the hark and berries, to raise the heat and clear off the

canker, which had the desiied effect After taking this tea,

those who were strong enough, I placed oier a sleim, as long
as they could bear it, and then put them fn bed. Those who

were loo weak to stand I contrived to hive sit over a stcim;

and this repeated as occasion required. To restore the diges
tive powers, I made use of cherry stones, having procured a

large quantity of them, •hath- d been laid up 'id the wot ms bad

eaten off all the outside, leaving the stymes clean. I pounded
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them fine, then made a tea of black birch bark, and after clean.

ing them, by putting Ihcm into this tea hot and separating The

meats from the stene part, made a syrup by putting from two to

three ounces of sugar to one quart of the liquor; this was given

freely and answered a good purpose. I continued to attend

upon my patients, aided by those appointed to assist me, and in

eight days I had completely subdued the disease. They all

recovered except two, who were dying when I first saw them.

I gave the same medicine to the nurses and those exposed to ihe

diseaso, r^ to them that were sick, which prevented their having
the disorder. The same thing will prevent disease that will

cure i+.

After finishing my practice at this place, I was sent for and

went to the town of Georgia, about thirty miles distance, where
I practiced with general success for one week, and then returned

to Jericho. Those patients whom I had atteneled, were com

fortable, and soon entirely recovered. The doclofs were not

very well pleased wilh my success, because I informed the peo

ple how to cure themselves, nnd they have had no need of their

assistance in that disorder since. They circulated reports for

twenty miles round, that I killed all that I attended; but the

people were all perfectly satisfied with my practice, and were

willing to give me all credit for my skill, so their malice towards

me wrs of no avail.

About this time being in the town of Bridgewater, Vermont,
I was called on to sec a young man about 18 years of age, who

had lost the use of his arm by a strain; it had been in a perish
ing condition for six monlhs. The flesh appeared to be dead,
and he carried it in a sling; his health was bad. Being unable

to stop to do any thing for him at this time, he was sent to my
house. I began with, him in my usual manner by giving him

warm medicine, and bathed his arm with the oil of spearmint;
in about ten days he was well enough to use his arm and do

some work; in about two months he was entirely cured and

returned home.

In the spring of the year 1807, 1 went to Salisbury, according
to my promise when there the fall before. On my way there I

stopped at Pelham; the man at whose house I staid, insisted on

my going to see his father-in-law, who had the rheumatism very
bad having been confined two months. I attended him three

days, when he was able to walk some, by the assistance of a

cane; he soon got about and was comfortable. While at this

place I was sent for to a, young woman, sick of a consumption ;
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she had been a long time attended by a doclor, who seemed

very willing for my advice; 1 carried her through a couisc of

my medicine, and the doctor staid to see the operation of it;

lie seemed well pleised with my system of practice, an&gave

me much credit, saying that I was the first poison he ever knew

that could nuke his medicine do as he said it would. I was

sent for to attend several cases of consumption and other com

plaints at this time, in all of which I met with success, and gave

•rener-al satisfaction to the people.
After stopping at Pelham three weeks, in which time I had

as much practice as 1 could attend, I went" to Salisbury mills,

where I was very cordially welcomed by all those who had been

attended by me" the seison before. I was called on to practice

in this place and Newburyport, and my success
was so great that

it caused much alarm amongst the doctors,
and a class of the

people who were their friends, who did all they could to injure

rm, and destroy mv credit, with the people. A considerable part

of the patients, who were put under my care, were such as the

doctors had given over, and those being cured by me, had a

tendency to open the eyes of
the people, and give them

a cor

rect understanding of the nature of
their practice, and convince

them that a simple and speedy cure was more for their interest

and comfort, than long sickness, pain and distress; besides Im-

ing to pay exorbitant doctors' bills, for useless visits and poi

sonous dru^s, which have no other
effect than to prolong disease,

and destroy the natural constitution of .the patient.

Amon" 'those doctors who seemed so much enraged against

me for iio other reason that I could learn than because I had

cured^people whom they had given over, and instructed them to

assTst Sselves whe/sick, without having to apply to them;

there vvir none that made themselves so conspicuous
as Dr.

French I had considerable practice in his neighborhood oud

wTverv successful in every case; this seemed to excite his

malice aaainst me to the greatest pitch;
he made use of every

me ns in his poW-er, and took every opportunity
to msull.and

and snecess. I ne doctor anu i.

nnctice, giving me

ridicta- ^Vd"f • Z* I."™!Tea- we done

E
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ridiculous for me to undertake to contradict, and I therefoie

rather favoredit merely for sport; many it imtikabla circum

stances took place tending to strengthen this fal.ef, i nd seme

of the silly and weak-minded people really believed that I pos

sessed supernatural powers. This will not appear so strange,
when we take into view, that tfie people generally were ignorant
of my system of practice, and when they found that I could

aure those diseases that the doctors, in whom they had been in

the habit of putting all their confidence, pronounced as incura

ble; ami lhat I could turn a fever in twqjdays, which would often

take them as many months, tlity were led to believe that there

was something supernatural in it.

A man who was one of the friends of Dr. French, and who

had been very inimical to me, doing all in his power.
and ridicule me, sent word one day bv a child, that his calf was

sick, and he wanted me to come and give it a green powder and
a sweat;" Knowing that his object was to insult, I returned for

answer, that he must send for Dr. French, and if he could not

cure it, I woukhcome, for that was the way that I had to prac

tice here. It so happened that the calf died soon after, and his

youngest child was taken suddenly and very dangerously sick.

Not long after he found another calf dead in the field, and about
the same time his oldest son was taken sick. These things
happening in such an extraordinary manner, caused him to

reflect on his conduct towards me, and his conscience con

demned him, for trying to injure me without cause. He had

the folly to believe, or the wickedness to pretend to believe, that
it was the effect of witchcraft; and wishing to make his peace
with me, sent me word, that if I would let his family alone, he
would never do or say any thing more to my injury. This I

readily assented to; and his children soon after getting well,

though there was nothing very extraordinary in it, as it might all
he easily accounted for by natural causes; yet it afforded much

conversation among the gossips, and idle busy bodies in th«

neighborhood; and was made use of by my enemies to preju
dice the people against me. Being in company wilh a young
woman who belonged to a family that were my enemies, she,
to insult me, asked me to tell her fortune. T consented, and

knowing her character not to be the most virtuous, and to amuse

myself at hor expense, told what had taken place between her

and a certain young man the night before. She seemed struck

with astonishment; and said that she was convinced that I was

a wizzard, for itwas impossible that I could have known it with-

*
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out the devil haJ told me. She did not wish me to tell hor

•any more.

.,
I practised ii this place am! vicinity a few months and re-

'

turned home to attend to my farm for" the rest of the season.

f While at home I was sent for, ami attended in different parts of
'!ie country, ami was very successful in my mode of practice,
p-.rtt '-elarly in places where the dysentery and fevers were most

prevalent; never failing in any instance of giving relief, and

completely p ifanig a check to those alarming epidemics, which
caused so much terror Sn many places in the interior of the

country.
I 1 Urn year of 1 300, went again to Salisbury, and en my way

there stopped at Pclhim ami attended and gave relief in several

cases of diseise. On rny arrival at Salisbury mills, where 1

made it my home, 1 was immediately called on to practice in

that place and the aeljacent towrs. '.Many came to me from

different parts, whose cases were desperate, having been given
over by the dolors, s tab as humors, dropsies, mortifications,
fellons, consumptions, fa c. Fevers were so quickly cured, and
with so little liouble, that many were unwilling to believe they
had (he disease. My success was so great that the people gene
rally were sitisfied of the superiority of my mode of practice
over all others. This created considerable alarm with the doc

tors, and those who sided with them. Dr. French seemed to be

much enraged, and having failed to destroy my credit with the

people by false reports, and ridiculous statemenls of witchcraft,
shifted his course of proceeding, and attempted to frighten me

by threats, which only tended to show Ihe malice he bore me;

for no other reason, that I co aid conceive of, as I had never

spoken to him, than because of my success in relieving those

he had given over to die. He would frequently cause me to be

- m for in great haste to attend some one in his neighborhood,
who was stated to be very sick : but I saw through these tricks,

r
ami avoided all their snares. It seemed to be his determination,
if he fiilfd in der^roymg my practice, to destroy me. Being
■a compmv one d iv at S d.sbur, village, with .Mr. .^vemiah

iaitonof Mxcter, whos? wife wis under my cire for a droprie:!

,-ompbiint, 1 wis sent for four timei 1o writ a young mm at the

house of Dr. French ; the last time a mm came on horseback fa

the groitest has:e-, and indsted tint 1 should go and see him.

1 askel why Dr. Franch did not attend 1 im; he answered that

the had rather hive me; being convinced horn the appearances ef

Jlhmgs, that it was an attomr.t to put some trick upon m \ I
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refused to go, and the man returned. In a short lime after Dr.

French came into the village, and .Mr. Eaton who was present

when ihey came after me, asked him what ailed ihe you. .;. man

at his house; he said nothing, but that, he was as well as anv

body. This revealed the whole secret. Mr. Eaton, then asked

him why he caused me to be sent !br so many times, under a

false pre ence. He said to see if 1 dared to come into his neigh
borhood— 'hit he did not care how much I practiced on that

sieleof the river; but if I came on his he would blow my brains

out— thit I was a murderer and he could prove it. .Mr. Eaton

observed that it was a heavy accusation to make against a man,
and that he ought to be made to prove his words, or to suffer the

consequence
—that his wife was under niy care, and if I was a

murderer he ought to see to it. Dr. French again repeated the

words, with many threats against me, and showed the spite anel

malice of a savage.

Mr. Eaton and others of my friends considered my life in

dinger; and came immediately to mc and related what had

been said by the doctor; and advised me to be en my guard.
I had to pass his house every day to visit my patients; but did

not consider myself safe in going in the night, nor in the day
time without -some one with me. I continued in this manner

for several days, and finding his malice towards me to be as

great as ever, and still continuing his threats; with the advice-

of my friends, I W2S induced to have resort to ihe law for pro

tection. I went to Newburyport and entered a complaint against
him before a mpmstrate, who granted a warrant and he was

brought before him for trial. My case was made out by fully

proving his words; he asked for an adjournment for three hours

to make his defence, which was gran'ed. He then brought
forward evidence in support of his character, and proved by
them that he had always been a man of his word. The jus. ice

told him that he thought he proved too much, and to his disid-

vautage, for it had been fully proved (hat lie was a man of his

word, went to satisfy the court that the'cemplaint wts well

grounded. He was laid under (wo hundred dollar bonds to

keep the peace and appear at the next court of common [leas.
He appeared at the next court, was ordered 1r> pay all the costs,

and was discharged from his bail. This was an end of our

controversy for that time; but his malice continued bgainst me

long after: seeking every means to destroy mo end prevent my I

practising, that lie could devise; but proceeded a.itli more cau

tion, which caused me a great deal of treuV. ■• and much srfletf

■n^, a« will be ha-, after r<ri-itrd>
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I continued to practice in this place, and bad as many patients
r.s 1 could possibly attend upon, notwithstanding the oppeisition
I constantly met with from the doctors and their friends; fai

with all their arts and falsehoods they \*ere not able to prevent
those laboring under complain's, which (hey had found could

not be removed by the fashionable mode of treatment, from

applying to me for relief, none of whom but what were either

cured or received great relief by t'.ie practice, fame e f the most

extraordinary cases I shall give a particular account of fo r the

information of the reader.

Mr. Jabez True, (he minisler of Salisbury, was afflicted with

what the docmrs called nettle-rash, or what is commonly called

St. Anthony's fire. He stated to me that it was caused by
fighting fire, about twenty-five years before, and that he had

been subject to a breaking out ever since; which at certain

times was very painful and troublesome, as it felt like the sting
of bees, and would swell all over his body. He had applied to

all the doctors in those pins for their advice, but got no assist

ance from them. I told him that he had heated himself to such

a degree by violent exercise and being exposed to the fire, that
there was nearly a balance between the outward and inward heat,
and then cooling too sudden, the inward heat had fallen as

much below the natural state as it had be3n above it before, and
the only way to effect a cure was to bring him into the same •

state as he was in when fighting the fire. He wished me to

undertake his case. I carried him through a course of my me

dicine, and made use of every means in my power to raise the

inward heat, pursuing my plan with all zeal for two days: when

he became alarmed, and said he felt as though he should die,
for he felt the same as he did when he was fighting the fire. I

then kept him in that situation as much as possible, and it went

down gradually so as to hold a natural proportion of heat. My
plan succeedcel so completely, that lie was perfectly cured and

has enjoyed ge>od health ever since. I attended upon his wife

at the same time, who had been long in a consumptioft, and had

been given over. She was perfectly cured; and they are now

living in good health and are ready to testify to the truth of these

statements.

Previously to my difficulty with Dr. French, as has been

before mentioned, Mrs. Eaton and another woman by the rtauae

of Lifford, came to me at Salisbury mills from Exeter. Their

complaint w is dropsy; and were both desperate cases, having
been given over by the doctor who had attended them. Mrs

12 g v"s *
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Faton was swelled to such a degree, that she could no( tee

her knees as she sat in a chair, and her limts in proportion. I

felt unwilling to undertake with them, as I considered ibero

would be but little chance of a cure; and declined doing any

thing for them, and sent them away, stating tfaat (here was tin

place that they could get boarded. They went away as I sup

posed to go home; but they soon returned, and said they had

found a place where they could stay, and a yourg woman had

agreed to nurse them. I undertook with them very icltiotantlyj
but could not well avoid it. I gave them some medicine, ar.d i(

operated favorably on bolh, especially on Mrs. Lifford; then

gave strict orders to
the nurse, to attend them attentively through

the night, and keep up a perspiration; but she almost totally
neglected her duty, spending her time with the young people.
On visiting them in the morning, I was very much hurt to and

my directions neglected. Mrs. Lifford was quite poorly; and

stated to me that the nurse had neglected her, and that she had

got her feet out of bed; her perspiration had closed and other

symptoms appeared unfavorable.
I attended upon her through the day and did r. 11 I could to

relieve her, but could not raise a perspiration again. She con

tinued till the next night about midnight and died. My hopes
of doing her any good were small ; but think that if she had not

been neglected by the nurse, there might have been some small

chance for her, as the first operation of the medicine was so

favorable. Her bowels were in a very bad stale, and had been

Jlmost
in a mortified condition for three weeks, r.nd what passed

or was by force, and very black.

This caused great triumph among my enemies, and Dr. French
tried to have a jury on the body ; but he could not prevail ; for

the circumstances were well known to many, and all that knew

any thing about it, cleared me from all blame. The nurse said

that I did all I could, and if there was any blame it ought to fall

on her and not on me. So they failed in their attempt to make

me out a murderer; but this case was laid up to be brought
against me at another time. This shows what may be done by
the people, and the malice and wickedness of designing men,
who care more for their own interested ends, than for the health
and happiness of a whole community. The fashionable educated
doctor may lose one-half his patients without being blamed ; but

if I lose one out of several hundred of the most desperate cases,
most of which were given over as incurable, it is called murder
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Mr-. Eaton remained under my care about three weeks, in

which time she was reduced in size eight inches, she then
returned home to Exeter. I had several cases of the dropsy and

consumption from the same town, about this time* who were all

relieved; all of them were very solicitous for me to go to Exeter

and practice. As soon as I could get the patients under my
care in a situation

'

to leave them, I left Salisbury mills, and

went to Exeter, and commenced practising in my usual way,
and was applied to from all parts. I had not so many to attend

as 1 had in some places; but they were of the most desperate
nature, such as had been given over by the doctors, in all of

which I met with great success. Many of the cases had been

attended by Dr. Shepherd; he had attended with me upon his

patients at Salisbury; was a very plain candid sort of a man*

and treatQd me with much civility. I well remember his first

speech to me, which was in the following words :—"Well, what
are you doing here, are you killing or curing the people?"—I

replied you must judge about that for yourself.
—"Well, said he,

••I will w.itch you, not for fear of your doing harm, but for my
own information—I wish you well, and will do you all the good
I can." I always found him candid and friendly, without any

hypocrisy. He once called on me to visit with him one of his

patients in the town where he lived, who had the rheumatism in

his back and hips. The doetor had attended him about two

months, and said he had killed the pain, but his back was stiff,
so that he could not bring his hands below his knees I attend

ed him about forty-eight hours, and then went with him to see

the doctor, which was a half a mile; the doctor appearedVto be
much pleased to see him so well* and have the use of his limbs;
for he could stoop and use them as well as he ever coold. He

said that he was as glad for the young man's sake as though he

had cured him himself. He frequently came to seeMrs. Eaton,
whom I was attending for the dropsy; and expressed much

astonishment at the effect the medicine I gave had in relieving
her of a disease which he had considered incurable. At one

time when conversing with her upon her situation, and finding
her so much better, having been reduced in size above fifteen

inches, be expressed himself with somewarmth on the occasion,
saying that it was what he had never seen or heard of being
done before, and what he had considered impossible to be done

with medicine. Addressing himself to me with much earnest

ness, inquired how it was that I did it. I replied, you know

doctor that the heat was gone out of the body, and thewater had



.',6 .NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE, ^c.

filled it up; and all I bad to do was to build fire enough in the

body (o boil away the water. Tie burst into a laugh, and said

thai it was a system very short.

While practising in Exeter, I had many desperate cases from

the different parts of the country, and from Portsmouth. One

from the latter place I shall mention, being defierentfrom what

I had before witnessed. A woman applied to me wdio had ihe

venereal, in consequence, as she staled, of having had a bad

husband; which I believe lobe true. She had l.een attended

by the doctors in Portsmouth for nearly a year, who had filled

her with mercury, for the purpose of curing ihe disorder till the

remedy had become much worse than the disease. I Tor case

was alarming, end very difficult; she was brought on a bed, be

ing unable to sit up; and seemed to be one mass of putrefac
tion. I proceeded with her in my usual way of treating all

cases where the system is geatly disordered, by giving medicine

to promote perspiration, steaming to throw out the mercury, and

restore ihe digestive powers; and in three weeks she returned

home entirely cured. Another woman came to me from the

same place, who had been sick five years, which had been in

consequence of having had the same disease, and the doctors

had filled her with mercury to kill the disorder as they called it,
then left her 10 linger out a miserable existence. When she

stated her case to me, I felt very unwilling to undertake with

her, apprehending that it would be very uncerain whether a cure

could be effected, having been of so long standing; but she in

sisted upon it so strongly, that I could not put her off. After

attending upon her three weeks, however, her health was restor

ed, and she returned home well; and in less than a year after

she had two children at one birth. She had not had a chdd for

eight years before. This disease is very easily cured in the first

stages of it, by a common course of medicine, being nothing
more than a high stage of canker seated in the glands of cer
tain parts of the body, and if not cured, communicates to the

glands of the throat and other parts; by giving mercury the

whole system is completely disordered, and although the disease

may disappear, it is not cured; and there is more difficulty in

getting the mercury out of the body of one in this situation.
than to cure a dozen of the disease who have not taken this dan

gerous poison.
While in Exeter, I had a case of a young man, son of Col.

Nathaniel Gilman, who was in a decline. He was about four- I

teen years old, and had been troubled with bleeding at the nose-
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They had made use of such powerful astringents, with corro

sive sublimate snuffed up the nose, that the blood vessels in that

part seemed to be shrunk up, and his flesh much wasted away;
1 carried him through a course of medicine, and gave an equal
circulation of blood through the body, and stopped its course

to the head; (hen raised a natural perspiration, restored the di

gestive powers, and regulated the system, so as to support the

body with food instead cf medicine. In a short time he recov

ered his health so that he commanded a company of militia at

the alarm at Portsmouth, during the' late war.

My success while at this place, and the many extraordinary
cures I performed, gained me great credit among the people;
but the mudical faculty became much alarmed, and made use of

every artifice to prejudice them against me. The foolish sto

ries about witchcraft, which had been made a handle of at Sa

lisbury, were repeated here, wdth a thousand other rediculous

statements for the purpose of injuring me; but I treated them

wilh cen tempt as not worthy of my notice, except in some instan

ces, to amuse myself wilh the credulity of the ignorant, who
were foolish enough to believe such nonsense. I will relate one

circumstance for, the purpose of showing upon what grounds
they founded their belief of my possessing supernatural pow
ers, and which caused much talk among the people at the time

it happened. Mrs. Eaton, where I boarded, had a five dollar

bill stolen out of her pocket-book. She made inquiry of all
the family, whq^ denied having any knowledge of it. A girl
that lived in the family denied it so strongly, that I thought she

discovered guilt, and led me to believe that she had taken the

money. I pretended that I could certainly discover who stole

lite money, which wis believed by many; and told Mrs. Eaton

in presence of ail the family, that if I did not tell who took if.

by the next day at twelve o'clock, I would pay the amount lost

myself. In the evening I had them all called iiito the room, and

took the bible and read from the law of Moses the penalty for

stealing, then took the purse and put it into the place and sh ut

the book and give it to Mrs. Eiton, with strict injunction to

put it under her pillow and let no one touch it; and that the

person who stole the money could have no pence nor rest till

they confess3d their guilt. They then all retired to bed. As

soon as it was daylight in the morning, the girl came down

-airs crying, and went to the bed where Mrs. Eaton lay, and

eonfesse I that she took the money; saying that she had mat
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slept any during the night, as I had said would be the cnsC.

It will bejunnecessary to inform the reader, 1lrat this wonder

ful discovery was brought about by the effect of a guilty eon-

science on a credulous and weak mind.

While I \v s at Exeter, a woman brought her son to me, who

had a fever sore, (so called) on his hip; he had keen in this sit

uation so long, without any assistance, that his legs had per

ished, and he was so much wasted away by the continued dis

charge of (he sore, and his nature become so far spent, that

I felt perfectly satisfied (hat a cure was impracticable, and de

clined undertaking with him. This honest declaration on my

p«rt, very much affronted the boy's mother, and she turned

against me, and did me all Ihe hurt she could, because I would

not undertake to do what I knew was impossible for any one to

accomplish. She went with her son to a fashionable doctor,
who said he would cure him out of spite to me. They contin
ued with the doctor several weeks, till the expense amounted to

about fifiy dollars; the lad continued to grow worse till he died.

This woman seemed satisfied with having her son die, after

spending fifty dollars, because it was elone in a fashionable

manner; but may refasing to undertake to cure him, was sufii-

cient reason for her to circulate til kinds of false and ridicu

lous reports about me. However strange this may appear, it is

n.o more strange lhan true, for this is but one out of many bun

dred similar cases, where I have received injury when I was en

titled to credit, by being honest and sincere in my endeavor to

do what I conceived my duty towards my fellow creatures.

About this time, among the rest of my troubles, T met with

anew difficulty with an apprentice that I had taken, by the

name of William Little, whom I had taken from a state of r ov-

erty and sickness, cured him and supported him for two vents,

until he had gained knowledge enough of my medicine and sys
tem of practice to be useful to me, he than proved dishonest.—

While I was absent f.t homo, he collected all (he money he

could, and sold all my medicine, nnd then went off. On mv

return I found my debts collected and my medicine gone, :-o

th-1! I was obliged (o go bnck immediately, to collect moio be

fore I could attend to my practice. This was (he first time I

had met wilh difficulty by employing agon's; but sirce (hen F

have had experience enough (o satisfy me of the difficulty of

trusting to other people; having found but very few of (note 1

have been under the necessity of employing, who hpve proved
trusty and honest. I have suffered much pecuniary loss in this
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way, besides in some instances, those I have assisted and given
instruction to, so as to be useful in the practice, liave become

my enemies, and been made instrumental to destroy me.

A son of John Underwood, at Portsmouth, was brought to

me while at Exeter, who had what is called a scalt head. He

had been afflicted with it for nine years. The doctors had been

applied to, to no purpose ; and when he brought him to
, me,

agreed to give a generous price if 1 would cure him. I took

charge of him and after pursuing ray usual plan of treatment

three weeks, he returned home entirely cured, <md has not since
had any appearance of the disease. This man had the mean

ness, in order to' get clear of paying any thing for curing his

son, to turn against me and my practice, although he had ac

knowledged that I had saved his life, and had recommended me

to many others, whom I had relieved ; yet to get clear of pay

ing a trifling sum according to his agreement, he did all he

could to injure me, and through his influence many were kept
from being cured. He was taken sick, and notwithstanding he

had said so much against my medicine, he applied to some who

had the right of using it, and was relieved thereby.
Sometime towards the close of the summer, while I was at

Exeter, 1 was sent for to go to Portsmouth to see a young man

by the name of Lebell, who was in a very dangerous situation,

supposed by his friends to be in a dying state, having been given
over by Drs. Cutler and Pierpont at ten o'clock that morning.
I arrived about two in the afternoon. He had been attended

by the two doctors above named for upwards of a month to cure

the venereal ; they had filled him with mercury, so that he had

swelled all over with the poison. The doctors pronounced it to

be the dropsy. His legs had been scarified to let off the water;
the disorder and the mercury had gained the power, and nature

had submitted. I at once pronounced it to be a desperate case,

and told the French Consul, who had the care of him, that I

could give no encouragement that I could do him any good;
but he was very solicitoua for me to do something for him. I

told him the. only chance was to raise perspiration, and that

twenty-four hours would determine his case; for he would

either be better in that time or be dead. The idea of perspira
tion caused him to urge me to try; and he said if I could effect

it he would give me one hundred dollars : the doctors had tried

for a month and could not. succeed. 1 gave him some medi

cine, then put on the clothes by degrees until he was shielded

from the air, and he sweat freely in about an hour. The two
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doctors were present and seemed astonished at my suscess

th y walked die room, talked low, then went out. I staid with

him till six o'clock and the symptoms seemed to be favorable;
he sweat profusely and spit much blood. I told Ihe nurse to

keep him in the same situation till I returned, went out and was

gone about an hour and came back again with Mr. U^erwood.
When we came into the room, found (hat (he doctors had taken

him out of bed and sa( him in a chair, and opened the window

against him. I told them that their conduct would cause hit-

death and I would do no more for him; but should give him up
as their patient.
It appeared to me that they were afraid I should cure him,

and thus proved the superiority of my practice over theirs, for

they had tried a month to get a perspiration without success,
and I had done it in one hour,- The man fainted before 1 left

the room. I went home with Mr. Underwood and staid (hat

night, and left them to pursue their own course; the man died

before morning. Instead of getting the hundred dollars as was

agreed, I never #ot a cent for all my trouble of coming fifteen

miles and returning back again on foot; and besides this loss,
afterwards when I came to be persecuted by the faculty, the

above two doctors gave their depositions against me, in which,
I was informed, they swore that I killed this man, notwithstand

ing they had gived him over to die the morning before I saw

him, and they had taken him out of my hands, as above slated.

On being informed that they were trying to support a complaint
against me, I got the depositions of Mr. Underwood and oriiers,
who were knowing to the facts, to contradict these false state

ments; on finding that I was determined to oppose them, and

prove what they had sworn to be all false, they though proper to

drop the matter; but I was informed they had sworn that my
medicine was of a poisonous nature, and if it did not cause the

patient to vomit soon after being taken, they would certainly
die. It is unnecessary forme to contradict this, for its incor
rectness and absurdity is too well known to all who have any

knowledge of the medicine I use.

I was frequently in Portsmouth to visit those who had been

sent to me to be attended upon at Exeter. Sometime in Sep
tember, in 1808, when there, I was called on to visit Mr. Rich

ard Rice, who was sick with the yellow fever, as it was called.

The reason for his sending for me was in consequnce of hav

ing heard the reports of the doctors, that I sweat mv patients
to death. He conceived an idea that if he could sweat he
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should be better; hut they would not allow him to lie kept warm,

(airing the c lollies off of him and keeping ihe windows and

do >rs open
— no fire w;;s permfaed in the room, while he was

shivering with cold. The plan w;>s to kill thejever, and to

e, fact this w^h more certainty, the doctor had bled him, ar>d

toll his sislcr lint he had gave him as much ratsbane as ho

dared (ogive, and if that did not answer he did not know what

would.

I '"'gin to give him medicine a little bafore night, and in one

hour perspiration took pi ice. He was so weak that he w; s un

able to help hmiself. In the mornbig the doctor proposed to

bleed him; but he was dismissed. I was with him till thesymp-
toms were favor >ble, nil then left bun in the care of throe per

sons whom I could confide in. After I was gone, Dr. Brackett

came into the room where the patient was, in a greit rage, say

ing', rat they \vo.-o killing hi n; iV tho mortification would soon

take pi- 03 in consequence of keeping him so warm. He was

as! o 1 by one of those present in which case n.ortificalion was

most likely to take place, when the blootl is cold and thick,
or warm and thin. He suspected soma quibble and would not

give an ansv'.er; and it wis immatcriil which way he answered;
for in either c-se he had no grounds to support an argument

upon, but what m gait be easily refuted. After he had f iled in

the interference with those who had the ere of the patient, he

wen' to lis wife and other relations, and tried to frighten them;
but he did not succeed, for they were well satisSetl with what

was doing.

The patient was much out by spells sometimes imagining
himself to be a lump of ice; but my directions were pursued^
by the person I left in charge of him during the night, keeping'

up a perspiration, in the morning he was much relieved and had

his right mind. He had no painexcept in the lower pr it of the

bowels; to relieve which he w fslvery anxious that [ should give
him some physic; I opposed this, being confident that it would

not do in such putrid c ises. He was so urgent, however, I g< ve _

him some, which operated very soon; and the consequence was,

(hat it rein'b-eed his disorder, and threw him into the gro'-test

distress. He asked for more physic, but I told him tint I would

not give him any more, for I ws sitisfied of (he impropriety.of

<rivinrr it in such cases, and I b^ve never given any since. It

checked I'm persoiration, and drew the determining powers

from tho syrfice inward; so that I had to go througlrthe same

orocess again of raising persr baton, and vomiting, which was
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much more difficult than at first, and it was with th< greatest
attention that I was able to keep off the mortification fir twelve
hours that he was kept back by taking (his tmall dose of phj-

^sic. I kept up the perspiialion through Friday and Sa urday,
and on Sunday morning when I called to see him, he was up

and dressed; on asking how he did, he said as strong as you

are, and toeik me under his arm and carried me across the room.

On Monday he was down on (he wharf attending to his busi

ness

This cure caused considerable talk in the town, and because

it was done so quick, the doctors said that ihcre was but htlle

ailed him, and he would have got well himself if he had taken

the pin sic and been left alone; but those who saw it were con

vinced (o the contrary ; others doubted, and said among them

selves, how can a man who has no learning and never studied

physic, know how to cure disease. Mr. Rice, however, gave
me credit for the cure, and was very grateful for it, and I made

his house my home, when in Portsmouth, and was treated wilh

much respect. He introduced me to his uncle, Alexander

Rice, Esq. a man of respectability and high standing in that

place; who at first could not believe that so valuable a discov

ery could be made by a man without an education. I conversed

with him upon the subject, and explained the principles upon
which my system was founded—how every thing acted under

the nature and operation of the four elements, and by one act

ing upon another caused all motion—how Ihe element of fire,
by ranfying water and air, keeps the whole creation in motion—

how the temperament of the body, by adding or diminishing
heat and cold would promote eilher life or death'. After hear

ing ray explanation, he became satisfied of its correctness, and

confessed that my natural gift was of more value thrn learning.
He then made known to me his infirmities, and wished me to

take the caie of his family and give him and his wife such in

formation as would enable them to attend upon themselves and

family in case of sickness. I readily r.grecd to this, end soon

"after carried somecf the family through with the medicine, and

gave them all the information in my power, of the principle,
and the medicine with which it was done. Mrs. Rice under

took the management of the business; she was a kind and af

fectionate woman, possessing a sound judgment without fear.
After she had gained (he information, she wished me to attend

to carrying her through a course of the medicine, for a bad

humor, called the salt-rheum, which she had been long efilicted
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with; sh.: wu attended a few li;nj.3, which effected a complete
cure.

Major Trice had been for many years subject to turns of

the gout ; and had been in some instances confined by it for six

m mths at a tima, ami for six weeks not able to sit up, much of

the tune not abla to lift his hand to his head. He had been

con-tan' ly u:rlcr the care of the most skilful doctors, who

vro.il 1 bleed and blister, ami physic him, till his strength was

exhausted; after attending him in this way through the winter,

they siil he must wait till warm weather, before he could get
about. Who. i the warm weither came, he would crawl out in

the sin side of the house, and in this way he gradually gained
'his strength; after this he was afflicted with a violent burning in

his stomach, which was almost as troublesome as ihe gout.
After he hid the right of my medicine, he had frequent turns

of the gout; but no attack of this disease has continued more

I bin twenty-four hours, before he was completely relieved; and

Im has been but little troubled with the burning of the stomach

sine;.'. He his told me since, that if he could have been as sate

of relief, when he w is first subject to the disease, as he is now

certain of it in twenty-four hours, he would have been willing
to give all he was worth. This family h is been so much bene

fitted by the use of the medicine, that no -sum of money would

be any temptation to them to be deprived of it. This man has

never been lacking to prove his gratitude to me; in the time of

my trouble -s his assistance was of the greatest importance to me,

ami 1 shall ever feel grateful to him and his family for their

gooJness.
S.xm after I went to Portsmouth, 1 was sent for to go to

Deerfield, where the dysentery prevailed ana1 had become very

alarming. V young man by the nam? of Fulsom cam? aftej

ma, ami sod that the doctor had lost every patient he had at

tended, that seven had died and in my ware sick
—that his father

and two brothers were given over by the doctor that morning to

die.

The yonng man seemed sa anxious, and was so much fright

ened, tint I conclude:! to go with him; the distance was twenty

right miles. We started a little l>efore night and arrived there

about tan o'clock. 1 found the father and the two sons, as bad

as they could be an 1 be alive; they were slupid ami cold. I

toll the mother that it was very uncertain whether I could help
them. She begged of me to save her husband's life if possible.
I told her that I could not tell whether they were dying, ej
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whether it was ihe deadly eiiec! of oprm. J gave them all

medicine— the two children died in about three hours; but I-.;r.

Fclsom soon grew bet'er by taking my medicine. I had net

only the sick to attend to, and d^, every thitig myself; but the

imposition of all the neighborhood; there wis cighi of the

family sick, and if I went out of the bvse, some poison weuid

"pen the doors and windows, which would cause a relapse;
while paai spiral ion cenitnund they wcie o; sy, but as soon as they
grew cold, the pain would rcturn^and Le' very violent. In the

Mon.ing 1 wis prep; .ring io come away ; but the father urged
me so hard to stay, promising (hat 1 should be tieaitcd in a bet

ter minner than I had been, thai I consented, and remained

widi them about ten days. I cmghtthe disorder myself and
ws very bad; on taking the modirinc. the operation was so

rvioler.t, that the neighbors were much frightened, and left (he

house, and wore afraid (o come nigh us, leaving us (o die alto

gether. I soon got better and was able to cany Mr. I". Isom

through for the first time; which relieved i.im, and he coon get
bettor. In the mean time a small child was broughl home sick,
(bat had been carried away to prevent it. fiom taking the disor

der. It was so far gone, that (ho medicine would have no ef

fect upon it, and it soon died. All that were not in a dying
situation before they took the medicine, were relieved and got
well. I attended some that had the disorder in other families,
ill of whom got .well; ntoen in the whole recovered and three

died. Two years after, the death of these three children was

brought against me on a charge of murder.
All that I ever received for my trouble in these cases, was

fifteen dollars; there was no credit given me for curing the fif

teen out of eighteen, when the doctor had lost all that he at-

tended; and although he had given over three to die, I cured
one of them twelve hours after. When I left this place, ihe

doctor adopted my mode of prac^ie as far as he knew it, par

ticularly in sweating, and about one half lived. Notwithstand

ing all this, the doctor, as I was informed, made oath that the

threocluldren died in consequenceof taking my medicine; and

the good minister of the parish, I was also informed, testified to

the same thing; though I am conhdent that neither of them

knew anything about, me or my medicine. A judgment seem
ed to follow the clergyman, for a short time after he had lent

his aid in promoting the prosecution against me, a circumstance
took pi ic3 in his family, which, had it not been done by a fash

ionable doctor, might have been called murder. His wife was
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at times troubled with a pain in her face, something like a

cramp; a certain doctor said that he could help her^y cutting.
He used the knife and other instruments of torture for four

hours, which stopped her speech, and let loose the juices that
filled the flesh from her breast, so that the blcod and water

crowded out of her ears in striving for breath. She remained

in this distressed situation about seven days and died. This

information 1 had from two respectable men, who were present
at the time of her sufferings and death.

I continued to practice in Portsmouih and its vicinity during
this autumn, and while there, was sent for to go to Salisbury
to see a child that had been attended by a woman for several

days, who I had given information to, but they said the perspi
ration would not hold ; and they wished for further information .

On seeing the child, I at once found that they had kept about
an equal balance between the outward and inward heat; when

they gave medicine to raise the inward heat and start the deter

mining power to the surface, they at the same lime kept the

outward heat so high as to counteract it. After explaining to

them the difficulty, I raised the child up and poured on to it a

pint of cold vinegar, and it immediately revived. Applied no

more outward heat, but only to shield it from the air; and gave
the warmest medicine inward, on the operation of which, the

child grew cold and very much distressed. As soon as the

inward heat had gained the full power and drove the cold out,

the circulation became free, *nd the child was relieved from pain
and fell asleep; the next day the heat was as much higher than

what was natural, as it had been lower the day before; and when

heat had gained the victory over the cold, the child gained its

strength and was soon about, perfectly recovered.

I had not practised in S hsbury before, since I went to Exeter,
which was in June, and my returning there seemed to give Dr.

French great offence. He bad been to see the child mentioned

above, and tried to discourage the people from using my medi

cine; and threatened them that he would have them indicted

by the grand jury, if they made use of anywithout his consent;

his threats, however, had very little effect, for the people were

well satisfied of tha superiority of my practice over his. About

this time the bonds for his good behavior were out; I did not

appear against him, and when the case was called the court dis

charged him and his bail, on his paying the cost. The action

wis brought on a complaint in behalf of the commonwealth;

but I had caused another action of damage to be brought against
F 2
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him, which was earned to the Supreme Court, and tried at

Ipswich the spring following. I employed two fawycis to num-

acre my c< se, and brought forward two witnesses to pi eve my

declaration, who swore that the defendant made the assertion,
that I wasguiby of murder and he could prove it. His lawyer
admitted the fact, but pleaded justification on the part of his

client, and brought witnesses on the stand to prove tin. t what

he had said was true. The young woman who nursed Mis.

Lifford, and by whose neglect she took cold, swore (o some of

the most ridiculous occurrences concerning the death of that

wom.ui, that could be uttered, which were perfectly contradic

tory to every thing she had before confessed to be the truth.

Ano'her young woman, the daughter of a doctor at Deerfield,
made a statement to m*ke it appear that I was the cause of the

death of the three children, who died as has been before re

lated. I had no knowledge of ever seeing this womnn, and have

since ascertained that she was not at lite house but once during
4he sickness, and then did not go into the room whore the sick

were; and her exaggerated acconnt must have been made up of

what she had heard others say.

These things were a complete surprise, to me, not ihinking it

possible thai people could be induced to make such exaggerated
statements under the solemnity off an oath. I could have

brorght forward abundance of lestimony to have contradicted

die whole evidence against me if there was time, but not expect

ing that ihe cause would h ve taken the course it did, was un

prepared. There appeared 1o be a complete combination of (he

professional craft ag inst me, both ihe doctors and lawyers, ond
a determination that I should lose ihe cou-e, let the evidence

be what it might. My 1 wyers gave up the case without making
a plea; end the judge gave a very partial charge to the jury,
representing me in the worst point of view that be possibly
could, saying that ihe evidence was sufficient to prove the facts

against me, and that if I had been tried for life, he could not

say whether it would hang me or send me to (he state prison
for life. The jury of course gave their verdict against me, and
I had (o pry the cost of the court.

The counsel for Dr. Erench asked the judge whether a war
rant ought' not to be issued against me, and be compelled to

recognize to appear at (he next court, to which he answered in
the affirmative. This so frightened my friends, that they were

much ^farmed for mv safety, and advised me to go out"of the
way of my enemies, for they seemed to be determined to destroy
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me. I went to Andover to Ik nouse of a friend, whose wife I

had cured of a cancer, where I. w-js very cordially received, and
staid that night. The next d; y I went to Salisbury mills, and
made arrangements to pay ihe costs of my unfortunate late suit.

hi the fill of the ye<r 1808, I was sent for to go to Beverly,
to see the wife of a Mr. \ppleton, who was the daughter of
Elder Williams, the Brptist minister in that town, and was very
low in a .onsurnption. She h id formerly been afflicted with

the salt-rheum on her hands, and had applied to a doctor for

advice; he hid advised her to m ike use of a sugar of lead wash,
which drove the diseise to her lungs, and she lard been in that

situation for a long time, and very little hopes wore entertained

of her ever being any belter. I carried her through a course of

the medicine, with very good success.
[remained in Beverly about a week; and while there,became

acquainted with Ma. Williams, and also Mr. William Raymond,
to whom I afterwards gave information of my p> ctice and he^
assisted me to attend on my patients. Then returned to Poris^

mouth, where I was constantly called on to practice, and had

all the most desperate cases put under my care, in all of which

I met with very great success.

Af'er staying hereabout two weeks I relurned to Beverly, to

see Mrs. Appleton and other patients there, nnd found them all

doing well; was called onto attend many desperate cases; in

all of which I effected a cure, except one, who was dying before
I was called on. While practising in Beverly was called on by

-

a Mr Lovett, to attend his son, who w s sick, as they supposed
wilh a bad cold, some thought it a typus fever. I was very
much engaged in attending upon the sick at the time, and could

not go with him; he came after me three times before I could

go. On seeing him found that he complained of a stiff neck,
and appeared very stupid, and had no pain. His aunt who

took c*re of him, said that he would certainly die, for he had

the same sypmtoms as his mother who d^d a short time before.

I gave some medicine which relieved him; the next day carried

him through a course of the medicine, and he appeared to be

doing well. Being called on to go to Salem, I left him in the

eareof Mr Raymond, with particular directions to keep in the

house and not expose himself This was on Wednesday, and I

heard nothing from him, and knew not but what he was doing
well, till the Sunday afternoon following, when I was informed

that he was worse. 1 immedrtely inquired of Mr. Raymond,
and learned from him that he had got so much better, he had
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been down to the side of the water, and returned on Friday
night; that the weaiher was very cold, (being in the month of

December;) that he had been chilled with the cold, and soon

after his return had been taken very ill; he staid with him on

Saturday night, and that he was raving distracted all night; that
he had not given auy medicine, thinking that he was too dan

gerously sick for him to undertake with.

I told the yonng mains father, that it was very doubtful

wdiether I could do any thing that would help him : but that I

would try and do all I could. I found that the patient was so

far gone that the medicine would have no effect, and in two

hours told him that I could not help his son, and advised him to

call some other advice; this was said in the presence of Elder

Williams, and Mr. Raymond. Mr. Lovett made answer that if

I could not help his son he knew of none who could; and was

very desirous forme to stay with him all night' which I did, and
stood by his bed the whole- time. He was much deranged in

his mind till morning, when he came to himself, .and wus quite
sensible. I then again requested the father to send for some

other doctor, as I was ssnsible that I could do nothing for him

that would be any benefit. He immediately sent for two doctors,
and as soon as they arrived, I left him in their care. The two

doctors attended him till the next night about ten o'clock when

he died. I have been more particular in giving the history of

this case, because two years after it was brought as a charge
against me for murdering this young man. The father and

friends expressed no dissatisfaction at the time, in regard to my

conduct, except they thought I ought not to have neglected the

patient so long; but it is a well known fact, that I attended

as soon as I knew of his being worse, and that the whole cause

of this second attack wns owing to his going out and exposing
himself, and could not be imputed as any fault of mine.

In the latter part of December 1 808, 1 was sent for to attend

Elder Bowles, the Baptistministerof Salem. I was introduced

to him by Elder Williams and found him in bed, and very weak

and low, in the last stage of a consumption ; all hopes of a

recovery were at an end—his doctors had left him as incurable.

He asked my opinion of hisc3se; I told him that I could not

tell whether there was a possibility of a cure or not till after

using the medicine ; being doubtful whether there was mortifi

cation or not. He was a man very much respected and beloved

by his people, and the public anxiety was very great about him.

lie expressed a strong desire that I should undertake with him ;
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I declined doing any thing until he consulted* his deacons and

other members of his church, who were his particular friends,
and their advice taken; which being done, they offered no ob;ec-
tioa, Lut wished him to act his own mind, and whatever *he

result should be they would be satisfied. He replied that, he

wis convinced tint he coufd not live in his present situation

more than ■■ week, and therefore bis life, could not lie shortened

more than that time; and it was his wash that I should under

take to cure him. Has strength was so far exhausted that it was

with the greatest exertions and. difficulty tint 1 hey could get
him to sit up about three minutes in a day, to have his be-d made.

1 gue his friends as correct an account of his disorder and

I lie operUion of the m adicine,8 as Ifeould; and that i did- not

fcis'i to d a any thing which might cause reflection' here d*. or;

bat Ihey promised that let the result be what it might they
s'i a ild be sitisiied and would not thjak hard of me. On these

can htions I undertook, -m J (old * them tint twenty-four hours

linn would doc.de whether heriived or died. I began to give
the medicine hi the morning, which hael a very calm and easy

operition; the e n Hie hera operated very kindly, and threw off

his stomach a large quantity of cold jel ley, like the white of an

egg; the perspiration moved gently on and wis free; the internal
heat produced by the medicine fixed the determining power_to

the surface, and threw outy the putrefaction to such a degree that
the smell was very offensive. Mr. Bowles had a brother present
who was a doctor; he observed that he did not know whether

the medicine made the putrefaction, or whether it made visible

what was secreted in the body; but he was soon convinced on

that head, for when the medicine had cleaned him, all ihis putrid
small ceased. While the medicine was in the greatest operation
this perspiration brought out this patrefaciion to such a degree,
lint the nurse in making his bed was so affected with it, that she

filiated and fell on the floor. I attended on him for about three

weeks, in which time he was able to set up two or three "hours

in a day; his food nourished his dody, and, his strength gained
very fast, considering the season of the year being unfavorable

I give him my best advice and left directions how to proceed
and returned home to my family to spend the rest of the winter

with them. I returned in the spring to see Mr. Bowie--, find

found him so fir recovered as to be able t > ride out, Rnd in good

spirits. He soon gained his hedth, and is now well and ready
to give testimony of the fact as I have related them.
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In ihesea&on of 1800. I suffered much. In ihe fiist part of

ihe summer, attended many patients of old complainls; irPpir-

iicufar, one case that I shall mention of a young woman, u

ffattery, in a consumption. She had been confined toherhot.se

four months; her flesh was exhausted, and had a violent strict

ure of the lungs, which she said seemed as tin. ugh there was

a string that drawed her lungs (o her back; this caused a dry,

lucking cough, which was very distress. ng. I could <.ive her

friends no encouragement of a cure: but die young woman and

her friends were so urgent, that. 1 undertook with her. Her

courage was very great, and she took the medicine and followed

all my directions with great perseverance. She said she wish

ed that it might either kill or cure, for she did not desiic to lire

in the situation she was then in. I left her medicines and

direclions, and occasionally visited her. My plan of treatment
wis followed with much attention and zeal for six months, be-.

fore I could raise an inward heat which would hold more than

six hours. She then --had what was called a set (led fever; and

1 grve her medicine to get as great an internal heat as I possil ly
could; this caused much alarm among her friends, as they
thought she would certainly die. I told them that the Ik; t

holding, which was the cause of the fever, was the first favorable

Sfmptom that I had seen in her favor. She soon gained her

health, to the astonishment of all her friends and acquaintances,
She continued to enjeiy her health till the next season, when

she had another turn of the fever. I attended her in my usual

w-.y, and raised the heat till it completely overpowered the cold.

when she was entirely cured, and has ever since enjoyed good
health.

During this summer a woman applied to me from a neighbor
ing town, who had the dropsy, and brought wilh hor a little

girl, that had the rickets very bad, so that she was grown much

out of shape. I carried them both through a course of ihe

medicine, attended them for three or four weeks, and Ihen gau-
the woman information how to relieve herscaf and the girl,
occasionally visiting them; they both recovered of their com

plaints and have enjoyed perfect lie ii;.h since. This, woman

paid me the most liberally of any that I h adattended, and has

on all accasions manifested her gratitude for the assistance I

afforded her. Another woman from the samu town applied to

me, who 'had a cancer on her breast. She had boon under the

care of several doctors, who h°d by their course of practice
made her worse. I undertook with her and by giving medicine
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to check the canker and promote perspiration efihctualiy re

lieved her from the disease. Many other desperate cases, such

as consumptions, dropsies, cancers, &c. most ofwinch had been

given over by the doctors, were attended by me about this

time, which it will be necessary for me to particularize; all of

(hem were either completely cured or essentially relieved and

imde comfortable by the system of practice. One case I slnll

however, state, being rather of an extraordinary nature, to show

the absurdity of the fashionable manner of treating dcsev.se bv

the doctors of the present day.
A young lady applied to me who had been much troubled

with bleeding at the stomach. She stated to me that she hid

been bled by tbe doctors forty two times in two years; and that

ffiey had bled her seven times in six weeks. So much blood

iiad been taken from her, that the blood vessels had contracted

in such a maner that they would hold very little blood; and the

heat being thereby so much diminished, (he water filled Ihe

dosh, and what little blood (here was rushed to hei face, while

all the extremities were cold this produced a deceptive appear
ance of health, and causeel those who judged by outward ap

pearances, to doubt whether there was any disease; so that, she

had not only to bear her own infirmities, but the reproaches of

her acquaintances. I kindled heat enough in the body to throw

off the useless water, which gave the'bloori room to circulate

through the whole system, instead of circulating as it had done

before, only in the large blood vessels, and they being much

extended by not having heat enough to give it motion, leads the

doctors into the erroneous idea, that there is too much blord.

and retort to the practice ef bleeding, which reduces the strength
of the patient, and increases the disease. There is no such

'

thing as a person having too much blood, no more than there is t

of having too much bone, or too much muscle, or sinews;
nature contrives all things right. The blood may be too thick,

'

p-> as not to circulate, and is liable to be diseased like all other /
parts of the be»dy ; but how taking part of it av\ay, can benefit

'

the rest, or tend in any way to remove the disease, is what I ■

could never reconcile with common sense. After I had carried

this woman through a full operation of the medicine, and got
the heat to hold, so as to produce a natural perspiration ; instead

of appearing to be so fleshy and well as she Ind done, she fell

away and became quite emaciated ; buf as soon as the digestive
powers were restored, so that the food could nourish the body,
she gained her strength and flesh, and in a shortTime was com-

dletely restored to health.



eZ NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE, ic.

I was about th.s tune called to a mud a won.an who was very

severely it tacked wan. ihe spot e! fever. The first ppeaAnco
of it was .; p. in in her heel, which soon moved op 10 boa hips
and i-ack, from tiieuceto her .nom; ch nd bed; so that in fif

teen minutes her sight w. s gone, and in less than half an hour

sh. w spouseless >nd cold; about tins lime i s w her and <xa-

mmed well the c -esc of the disease; 1 was well satrifed thai it

was the effect of cold having overpowered the inward kevt. By
confining her from the ir, giving her .Ws. 1 anu 2, and keep
ing ..erih a moderate steam, she in a short time came (o hoi

senses: *md the symptoms were exactly similar to a drowned

person coming too, after h ving life su*, a nded by being under

w ter. As soon as the perspiration bee me free, 11 pain ceased

and she was quite comfortable; in twenty-four hours the disc; .^e

w s completely removed, and she was able to altend to ker

work.

The same day I had another c;se of a child, which the doc-

or h-d given over. When I canm lo this child it was senseless^
and 1 expected in a. im.rtified state; I gave it the hottest medi-

cinel could get with the emetic; it lay about six hours silent,
before the medicine had kindled heat enough to cause motion in

the stomach and bowels, when it beg;.n to revive, and what c; mo

from it w is black and putrid; thi bowels just esc.-mto mortifi

cation. The child was soon well. Those two cases weie both

cured in twenty-four hours time
When the spotted fever first appeared in Portsmouth, the

doo'ors had five cases and all of them died. I had five cases

similar, which all lived. Because my p bents did nol die, the

doctois said they did not have the fever. In ibis they had much

the advantage of me, for there could be no doubt of tlieiis all

having it, as death w s, in most of the cases under their care,
on their side and decided the question. I have h d a great
number of cases of the spotted fever under my c:no, and in all

of them used the remains of heat as a friend, by kindling it so

as to produce heat enough in the body to overpower and drive

out the cold; and have never failed of success,where there was

any chance of a cure.

Sometime this season I was sent for lo attend Captain Trickey,
who was very sick; I examined him anel was confident that I

coull not help him, and took my h?t in order to leave the house.

His family insisted on mv stopping and doing something for

him; but T told them that f thought he was in a dyiim state, and

medicine would do no good. I told his son that in all proba-
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bility, he would not be alive over twenty-four hours, and lhat he
had better go for some other help, for I could do him no good.
1 told the wife that! should give no medicine myself, but as

ihcy had some in the house Unit they knew the nature of, she

might give some of it to her husband, which she did. Two

doctors were sent for—the first one that arrived bled him, and

he soon breathed very short, and grew worse; the other ..ocvor

came, and said that his breathing short was in consequence of

the medicine I had given him; but by this he did not gain credit*
for all the family knew to the contrary; and the woman soon

after told me of his speech. The patient continued till ihe

nex* day bout ten o'clock and died. Soon as he was dead the

doctors and their friends spared no pains to spread the report in

every direction, that I had killed this man with my screw auger,
a cant name given to my emetic herb, in consequence of one

of my patients when under the operation of it, saying that it

twisted in hiin like a screw auger. This was readily seized upon

by the doctors, and made use of for the purpose of trying to

destroy the reput >tion of this medicine by ridicule— they like

wise gave similar names to several other articles of my medicine

for the same purpose, and represented them is the names by
which I ctdled them. They had likewise given me several

names and titles, by way of reproach; such as the sweating and

steaming doctor—the Indian doctor—the old wizzard—and

sometimes the quack. Such kind of management, had a great
effect on the minds of many weak minded people; they were

so afr.iid of ridicule, that those who I had cured were unwilling
to own it, for fear of being laughed at for employing me.

The circumstance of the death of the above mentioned C.p-
tain Tricky, w is seized upon by the doctors and their friends,
and the most false and absurd representations made by them

through the country, with the intention of stopping my practice,
by getting me indicted for murder, or to drive me off; but. my
friends made out a correct statement of the facts, and had them

published, which put a stop to their career for that time I

continued my practice, and had a great number of (he most

desperate cases, in most of which I w..s successful. The ex

traordinary cures I had performed, had (he tendency to make

many people believe, that I could cure every one wdio had life

in them, let their disease be ever so bad; and where I h d

attended on those who were given over as incurable, and they
died, whether I gave, them any medicine or not, the -eport was

immediately circulated that they were killed by me, at the sanas
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time (he regular doctors would lose their patients every day,
without there being any notice ta.ken of it. When (heir patients

died, if appearances were ever so much against iheir practice,
it was said to be the will of the Lord, and submitted to without
a murmur; but if one happened to die that I had any thing (o

do with, it was readily reported by those interested in destroying
my credit with the people, that 1 killed them.

I could mention a great number of cases of ihe cures that 1

performed, if I thought it necessary; but my inteniion is to give
the particulars of such only as will have the greatest tendency
to convey to the reader the most correct information of my

mode of practice, without repeating any that were treated in a

similar manner, to those already given. I shall now proceed to

give the particulars of one of the most important circumstuncs
of my life, in as correct and impartial a m-.nner as I am capa
ble to do from memory; m order to show what I have suffered

from the persecutions of some of the medical faculiy, f< r no

other reason, ,s I conceive, than that (hey feared my practice
would open the eyes of the people, and lesson their importrnct
with them; by giving such information as would enable them to

cure themselves of disease without the aid of a doctor; and

from many others, who were governed altogether by the pre

judices they had formed against me by the false reports that had

been circulated about my practice, without having any olher

knowledge of m\ Many of the latter, however, have since

been convinced of their error, h.ve a very favorable opinion of

my system, and are among my best friends.

After practicing in (hose parts through the season of 1809,
I went home to Surry, where I remained a few w-eeks, and
returned back toSdisbury; on my wny there I made several

stops in different places where I had before practised, to see ray
friends and (o give information to those who mude use of my
medici .e and practice. On my arriv?il at Salisbury, my friends

informed me tint Dr. French had been very busily employed in

my absence, and that he and » deacon Pecker, who w; s one of

the grand jury, had been to Salem, to the court, aad on their

return had said that there had been a bill of indictment found

against me for wilful murder. They advised me to go off rmd

keen out of the way; but I told them I should never do that; for
if they had found a bill against me, the govcnment-niusf prove
the charges, or I must be honorably <cqui ted. About (en

o'clock at night Dr. French can e to (fa place when ?
s'opp* 6,

with a constable, and made me a prisoner in behalf of the com*
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' rnonwcalth. I asked (he constable to read the warrant, which
I he did; by this I found that Dr. French was the only complain
ant, and the justice who granted (he warrant ordered me before

him to be examined, the next morning. I was then taken by
the constable to Dr. French's house, and keepers were placed
over me to prevent me from escaping. While at his house and

a prisoner, Dr. French look the opportunity (o abuse and insult

me in the most shameful manner that can be conceived of, with
out any provocation on my part; he continued his abuse to me

till between two and three o'clock, when he took his horse and

sit o it fir S tlein to get t!m indictment. After he was gone, I

found on inquiry of the constable, that after he had been before

the grand jury and caused me 'o be indicted, he came home

before the bill was made out, and finding that I wds at. Salisbury,
fening I might be gone, and he should mass the chance of granfy-
ing his mdicious revenge against me, he went to a brother doc

tor, who w is a justice of the psice, trefore whom he made oath,
tli it he had probable ground to suspect, and did suspect, that I

h;d with mdice aforethought, murdered sundry persons in the

course of (he year past, whose names were unknown to the

complainant; upon which a wirrant was issued against me, and
I w.s arrested, as before stited, in order to de'am and keep me

in custody, till the indictment could he obtained.

In the morning I w->s brought before the said justice, and he

not being re-dy to proceed in my examination, the court was

adjourned till one o'clock; when I was ogain brought before

him and be s<-id he could not try me until the complainant was

present, and adjourned the court again till near night. The

constable look me back lo his house in the mem time, and put
me in a back room and left me alone, all of them lenving the*

house. When they came bnck, same of them asked me why I

dil not mike my escape, which I might very easily have done

out of a back window; but I told them that I stood in no fear

of the consequence, having done nothing whereby I ought to be

punished; tint I w-is taken up as a malefactor, and was deter

mined to he convicted as such, or honorably acquitted. Just

before night, Dr French arrived with a Sheriff, md ordered me

to be delivered up by the constable to the Sheriff; and after Dr.

French had again vented his spleen upon me by (he most savage

abuse tint language could express, saying that I was a murderer,
and that I had murdered fifty and he could prove i.—that I

should be either hung or sent to the St te pr am for life, nd he

would do all in his power to have me convicted. J was then



T6 NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE, &c.

put in irons by the sheriff, ane conveyed to the jail in Nowbnry-
port, and confined in a dungeon, with a man who had been con

victed of an assault en a girl six years of age, and sentenced to

solitary confinement for one year. He seemed to be glad of

company; and reminded me of the old saying, that misery lovr s

company. I was not allowed a chair or a table, and nothing
but a miserable straw bunk on (he floor, with one poor blanket

which had never been washed. I was put into this prison on

the lOih day of November, 1809; the weaiher was very cold,
a.nd no fire, and not even the light of the sun, or a candle—and

to complete (he whole, the fihh ranfiom the upper rooms into

our cell, and was so offensive that 1 was almost stifled with the

smell. I tried to rest myself as well i s I could, but got no s'rep
that night, for 1 felt something crawling over me, which cat seel

an itching, and not knowing what the cause was, inquired of

my fellow sufferer; he said that it was the lice, and that (here

was enough of (hem to shingle a meeting house.

In the morning (here WuS just light enough shone through
the iron grates to show the horror of my situation. My spirits
and the justuess of my cause prevented me from making ?ny

lamentation, and I bore my suffering without complaint. At

breakfast time I was called on through the grates to take out

miserable breakfast; it consisted of an old tin pot cf musty

coffee, without sweetening or milk, and was so tad as io be

unwholesome; with a tin pan containing a hard piece of Indian

bread, and the nape of fish, which w is so hard I could net

ent it. This had to serve us till three o'clock in the afternoon,
when we had about an equal fi<re, which was all we had till ihe

next morning. The next day Mr. Osgood csmc from Salisbury
to see me, and on witnessing my miserable situation he was so

much affected that he could scarcely speak. He brought me

some provisions, which I was very glad to receive; and when I

described to him my miserable lodgings and the horrid place I

was in, he wept like a child. He asked liberty of the jailer to
furnish me with a bed, which was granted, and brought me one,

and other things to make me more comfoitable. The next day
[ wrote letters to my family, to Dr. Fuller, and to judge Rice,
stating to them my situation.

The bed which was brought me I put on the old one, and

allowed my fellow sufferer a part of it, for which he was very
thankful. I had provisions enough brought me by my friends

for us both, and 1 gave him what 1 did not want$ the crusts snd

scraps that were left, his poor wife would come and beg to carrv
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to her starving children, who were dependant on her. Her

situation and that of her husband were so much worse than

mine, that it made me feel more reconciled to my fate; and I

gave her all I could spare, besides miking his condition much

more comfortable, for which they expressed a great deal of

gratitude.
In a fa iv days after my confinement Judge Bice came to see

me and brought with him a lawyer. On consulting upon the

case, they idv seu me to petition to the judges of the Supreme
Court to hold a special court to try my cause, as there would be

no court held by law, at which it could be tried, till the next

fall, and as there could be no bail for an indictment for murder,
I should have to lay in prison nemly a year, whether there was

any thing against me or not. This was the policy of my ene

mies, thinking that they could keep me in prison a year, and in

all probability I should not live that time, and their ends would

be fully answered.

I sent 0:1 a petition agreeable to the advice of my friends,
and judge Rice undertook to attend to the business and do

every thing to get the prayer of the petition granted. He

followed the business up with great zeal and did every thing
that could be done to effect the object. I think he told me lhat

he or the lawyer, Mr. Bartlett, had rode from Newburyport to

Boston, fifteen times in the course of three <veeks on the busi

ness. At length judge Parsons agreed to hold a special court
at Salem, on the 10ih day of December, to try the cause, which

was one month from the diy I was committed. My friends

were very attentive and zealous in my cause, and preparation
was made for the trial.

During this time the weather was very cold, and I suffered

greitly from that cause, and likewise from the bad-iess of the

air in our miserable cell, so that I had not much life or ambition.

Many of my friends came to see me, aud some of them were

permitted to come into the cell; but the air was so bad and the

smell so offensive, that they could not stay long. My friend,
Dr. Shephard, came to see me and was admitted into our dun-

gem. He staid a short time, but said it was so offensive he

must leave me; that he would not stay in that place a week for

all Newburyport. On thanksgiving day we were taken out of

our cell and put in a room in the upper story, with the other

prisoners, and took supper together; they consisted of mur- *

derers, robbers, thieves, and poor debtors. All of us tried to

enjoy our supper and be in as good spirits as our conditiosi
G 2
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would permit. The most of their complaints were of (he filthi-
ness and bad condition of the prison, in which we all ngiccd.
Before it was dark I and my companion weie wailed upon lo

our filthy den again. There was nothing in the room to sit

upon higher than the thickness of cur bed; and when I wrote

any thing, I had to lay on my belly, in which situation 1 wiote

the Medical Circular, and several other pieces, which wore after

wards printed.
After I had been in prison about two weeks, my son-in-law

came to sec me; 1 had before my imprisonment sent for him to

come to Portsmouth on some business, and on hearing cf my

beino- in prison he immediately came to NewLuryport, to k'c

me. He seemed much more troubled about my situation thru

I was myself. I fait perfectly conscious of my innocence a.nd

was satisfied that I had done nothing to merit such cruel treat

ment ; therefore my mind was free from reproach; for I had

pursued the course of duty, which I conceived was allotted me

by my maker, and done every thing in my power lo benefit my

fellow creatures. These reflections supported me in my trou

bles and persecutions, and was perfectly resigned to my fate.

About this time a lawyer came into the prison and read to me

the indictment, which was in the common form, that I with

malice aforethought, not having the fear of God before my eyes

but moved by the instigation of the devil, did kill and murder

the said Lovett, with lobelia, a deadly poison, &c. ; but feeling
so perfectly innocent of the charges, which the bill alleged

against me, it had very little effect upon my feelings; knowing
them to he false and that they had been brought against me by

my enemies, without any provocation on my part.

In (he morning of (he day that was appointed for me to be

removed to Salem for trial, I was taken out of my loalhsome

cell by the jailor, who gave me water to wash myself with, and

I was premitted to take my breakfast by a fire, which was the

first time I had seen any for thirty days, and could not bear to

sit near it in consequence of its causing me to feel faint. As

soon as I had eat my breakfast the iron shackles were brought
and put on my hands, which I was obliged to wear 1 ill I got to

Salem. The weather was very cold and the going bad; we

stopped but once on the way, the distance being about twenty
six miles. On our arrival I was delivered over lo the care of

the keeper of the prison in S.dom and was confined in a room

in the second story, which was more comfortable than the one I

had left. I was soon informed that Judge Parsons, was sick*
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and had pul off my trial for ten days; so I had to reconcile my

self to the idea of being confined ten days more without fire.

However I was not without friends; Elder Bowles and Cupt.
Russell came to see me the first night, and Mrs. Russell sent

her servant twice every day with warm coffee, and other things
for my comfort, for which I have always been grateful; and

Mrs. Perkins whom I had cured of a dropsy, sent for my clothes
to wish against the day of my trial.

Many of my friends came to Salem to attend my trial ; some

as witnesses and other to afford me any assistance in their

power. A few days before my trial Judge Rice, and Mr. Bart-

Iett, whom I hid employed as my lawyer, held a consultation

with me, as to the arrangements necessary to be made; when it

was decided (hat it would be best (o have other counsel ; and

Mr. Story was iff reed upon, who engaged in my cause. I had

hIso engiged .VI r. Bannister of Newburyport, to assist in the

trial : but he was of no benefit to me, and afterwards sued me

for fifty dolfars at fifty miles distance, to put me to great ex

pertise. In order to be prepared for the trial, my counsel held a

consultation toge'her anel eximined the principal witnesses in
the defence. Mr. Bowles, Judge Rice, and several others, gave

great sitisfaction as to the value and usefulness of the medicine,
and the variety of cures that had been performed with it within

their knowledge. Dr. Fuller ofMilford, N. H. was present and

made many statements in my favor as to (he value of the me

dicine and advised to have Dr. Cutler of Hamilton, summoned,
which was done. Every thing was done by my friends that was

in their power to assist me and give me a chance for a fair trial,
for which I sli all always feel very grateful.
On the 20 Ja day of December, 1809, the Supreme Court

convened to hear my trial, at which Judge Parsons presided,
with Judges Sewell and Parker, assistant Judges. The case

was called about ten o'clock in the morning, and the chief jus
tice ordered me to be brought ftom the prison and arraigned at

the bar for trial. I was waited on by two constables, one on

my right and the other on my left, in which situation I was

brought from the jail to the court-house and placed in the bar..

The court-house was so crowded wilh the people, that it was

with much difficulty we could get in. After T was placed in

the criminal seat, a chair was handed me and I sat down to wait

for forther orders. Here I was the object for this great con

course of people to look at; some with pity, others with scorn.

In a few minutes I was directed to rise and hold up my right
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hand, to hear the indictment read, which the grand jury had

upon their oaths presented against me. It was in common

form, stating that I had with malice aforethought, murdered
Ezra Lovett, with lobelia, a deadly poison. I was ihen directed

by the court to plead to the indictment, guilty or not guilty— I

plead not guilty, and the usual forms in such cases were passed
through, the jury called and sworn, and (he trial commenced.

The solicitor general arose and opened the case on the part
of thecommanwealth, and m;tde many hard statements against
me, which he said he was about to prove; he stated that I had

at sundry times killed my palients with the same poison. The

first witness called to the stand on the part of the government,
was Mr. Lovett, (he father of the young man that I was accused

of killing. He made a tolerable fur statement of the affair in

general, particularly of coming after me several times before I

coujd attend; though I think he exaggerated many thing
against me, and told over severalfictitious anel ridiculous names,

which people had given my medicine, by way of ridicule, such
as bull-dog, ram-cat, screw-augur, and belly-my-grizzle; all

which had a tendency to prejudice ihe court and jury against
me; and I also thought that he omitted so tell many things in

my favor, that must have been within his knowledge; but thero
was nothing in his evidence that in *he least criminated me, or

supported the charges in the indictment.
The next witness called w.s Dr. How, to prove (hat I had

administered the poison alleged in the indictment. He stated

that I gav
s the poison to the said Lovett, and produced sam

ple of it, which he said wis the root of lobelia. The judge
asked him if he was i positive that it ws lobelia—he said he

was and that I called it-coffee. The sample was handed round

for (he court to examine and they all appeared to be afraid of

it and after they had all satisfied (heir curiosity, Judge Riee

took it in his hand and ea( it, which very much surprised (hem.

The solicitor general asked him if he meant to poison himself
in presence of the court. He said it would not hurt him (oeat

a peck of it, which seemed to strike the court with astonish

ment. Dr. I^owe was then called nt my request, for cross ex

amination, and Mr. Story asked him to describe lobelia, how it

looked when growing, as he had sworn to it by the taste and

smell. This seemed to put him to a stand, and after being
speechless for several minutes, he said he had not seen any so

long he should not know it if he should see it at this lime.
This so completely contradicted and d>d nw y all that he had

before stated, that he went off the stand quite cast down.
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Dr. Cutler was called on to inform the court what the modi

cine was that Dr. Howe had declared so positively -o be lobelia,
and after examining it, he said that it appealed to him to be

inarsh-rosem.iry, (which was the fict.) to far, all tbey had

proved against me was that I had given (he young man some

marsh-rosemary, which Dr. Cutler h;id declared to be agood me
dicine.

Some youngwomen were brought forward as witnesses, whom
I had no knowledge of ever seeing before. They m de s.;me

of the most absurd and ridiculous statements about the medi

cine, that they siid I gave die young man that were probably
ever made in a court of justice before—some of winch were

too indecent to be here repeated. One of them said that I

co vded my puke down his throat and he cried murder till he

died. This was well known to be a falsehood, and- that the

sfarv was wholly mnde up by my enemies, as well as what had
been before stated by those women, for the purpose of tryirg to

make out something against me. I had two unimpeachable wit
nesses in court ready to swear that I never saw the young man

for more than fourteen hours before he died, during all which

time he was in the care of Dr. Howe; but by not having an op

portunity to make my defence, in consequence of the govern
ment not making out their case against me, could not bring
them forward.

John Lemon was the next witness brought forward on the

part of the commonwealth, and was directed to strte what he

knew about (ho prisoner at the bar. „ He stated that he had

been out of health for two years, being much troubled with a

pain in his brcst, ^nd was so bad that he was unable to work;
that ho could get no help from the doctors; that he applied to

ine and I had cured him in one week; and that was all he knew

about the prisoner, at the bar. By this (ime Judge Parsons ap

peared to be out of patience, and said he wondered what they
had for a grand jury, to find a bill on such evidence. The so

licitor general said he had more evidence which he wished to

bring forward.
Dr. French was called, and as he had been the most busy

actor >n the whole business of gotting me indicted, and had

been the principal cause, by his own evidence, (?s I was in

formed,) of thr» grand jury finding a bill against me, it was ex

pected that his evidence now would be sufficient to condemn

me at once; but it turued out like the rest to mount to nothing.
He was asked if he knew the prisoner at the ber; he said he
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did. He was then directed to state what he knew about bun-,

He said Ihe prisoner had practiced in the part of the country
where he lived with good success; and his medicine was harm

less, being gathered by the children for the use of the familh s.

The judge \v;n about to charge the jury, when the solicitor

general arose and said, (hat if it was not proved lo be murder

it might be found for manslaughter. 'I he judge said, you have

nothing against the man, and again repeated that he wondered

what they had for a grand jury. The charge was given to ihe

jury, when they retired for about five minutes and returned into

couit and gave in their verdict of no* guilty.
I was t lien honorably acquitted, without having hud an op

portunity to have witnesses examined, by whom I expected
to have proved the usefulness and importance of my d.scoveiy-
before a farge assembly of people, by the tesrimony of about

twerily-five creditftble men, who were pesent at the trial; be

sides contradicting all the evidence produced rgamst me. Af

ter the tritd ws over I was invited to the Sun tavnn (o supper,

where we enjoyed ourselves for the evening. When we sat

down (o the table, several doctors lemg present, who were so of

fended at my being acquitted, (hat they left the table, which

m de me think of what the scripture sys, that "the wict.od

flee when no mm pursue'h, but (he righteous are bold as a lion."

During the evening I consulted with my friends upon the

subject of prosecuting Dr. French and m-king lorn pay dama

ge-^ for his abuse to me when a prisoner at his house, in saying
(hat I had murdered fifty and he could prove it; and after hav

ing had a fair chance and having failed to prove one, i* was

thought to be a favorable opportunity to moke him pay sen. e-

ihing for hfa conduct towards me, in causing me so much suf

fering, and for the tiouble heh.d m- de me and my friends. A

prosecution was agreed upon, and to bring the notion in (he

county of Yo-k. Judge Rice agreed to be my bail, and bke-

wise he undertook to pry my lawyers ^nd witnesses fin ihe

above trial, and paid Mr. B irtlett foriy dollars that night. Mr.

Story was paid twenty dollars by a cemribuiion of my friends

in Salem. I staid at >fas. Russell's that night ; I fa.d but little

sleep, for my mind w; s so much agitated, when I cme lo con

sider wdiat I lnd gone through, r.nd the risk J had run in esc- p-

ing ihe snares of my pnermes; with thefnxiety of my famdv

till riiev got the news of my acquital, thro: slecj fled from my

eyelids, and 1 was more confused than when in prison.
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The next day I went to Salisbury, and stepped with Mr. Os

good, where I was first arrested. Mrs. Osgood and a young
woman who had been employed by me as a nurse, assisted to

clean ray clothes, and clear me of some tronblesome com

panions I had brought with me from the prison ; and when I

had paid a visit to all my old frinds, who were very glad to see

mc, I went to Portsmouth, to recover my health, which was

very much impaired, by being confined forty days in those

filthy and cold prisons, in the coldest part of a remarkable cold

winter. My friends attende-d upon me and carried me through
a regular course of medicine; but the first operation of it had
Utile effect, in consequence of my blood being so much chilled,
and it was a long time before I could raise a perspiration that

would hold. I am confident that 1 should not have lived

through the winter in prison, and believe that this was their

plan; for which reason they managed to have me indicted for

murder; knowing in that case there could be no bail taken, and

there weiuld be no court at which I could be tried, for nearly a

year, I should have to lay in prison that time, and that I should

probably die there, or in any case they would get rid of me for

one year it least, whether there was anything proved against
moor not; .and that in that time the doctcrs and theirdupes
would beenibled to run down the credit of my medicine and

put my practice into disrepute among the people; but I have

been able by good fortune and the kind assistance of my friends

to defeat their plans. Mos*. of those that have been instru

mental in trying 'o destroy me and my practice, have had seme

judgment befall them as a -eward for their unjust persecutions
and milicious conduct tow irds me. I was credibly informed

that Deacon Pecker, one of the grand Jury that found a bill

against me, went with Dr. Freuch, to hunt upevidence to come

before himself, in order to ha-ve ine indietod. A short timeaf-

ter I was put in prison, he had •> stroke of the palsy, and has

remained ever since, one half of his body and bums useless.

D- French, one year after I was .acquit' ed, was brought to the

same bar in which I was placed, and convicted for robbing a

grave yard of a dead bodv, which it was reported he sold for

six*v dollars. He lost all his credit, and was obliged to quit his

country.

Jn themonth of January, of 1R10, 1 returned borne to my fam-

ily,and stadHiill Ihad insomemePS<i»e recovered mv lossof health

by imn:V>nmr»n' In V rcb I reoirned to Pc r,ruv*h, -nd

after taking the advice of my friends, made arrangements for
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my prosecuting D*. French. The prosecution was commenced

and he was summoned before the court of Common ideas, in

the county of York. Judge Rice undertook the ] rmcipal man

agement of the business, ami became my fail 1 he .action was

called" and carried to the Supreme Coma by demurrer, which

w sto sit at Alfred, in October. 1 attended with my witne^es,

and expected to have gone to trial; and after waiting scumal

days lo know what (he defence was gcngio i;o, the (ouiacl lor

the defendant made their plea of justification. > found that

their plan wis to piove that I had murdered sundry jeisons

whom I had attended, and by that means to make ii out that

any one had a light to cdl me a murdeier; and thai for this

pmp'.se, Dr. French had been to -every place where I h: d prac

ticed, collecting every c.se of the death of any thit 1 had

attended iu ilos part of the country, .nd Lad made out eight

cases, ad of wjncn have been before mentionea inth.s narrathe,
most of whom Had been given over by ihe doctors as pas1 cure,

and the oiiiers known to be desperate cases. He had obtained

the depositions oi il that were prejudiced against me, and hud

collected a. muss of evidence to support his defence. Aner find

ing wim «heu pi. n was,it was thought, necess; ry lor me to go to

all tne places wnere they had been, and get evidence to contr diet

these highly colored and exaggerated stitenie. Is, and was under

the necessity of rcques.mga delay of die tri. 1 for one week,which

was granted I proceeded immedh fe ' y ;md to< k the deposilio^jiof
those who went Knowing lo the facts; but found that these were

not sufheitnt and went iigain to Deerfield and summoned two

men to appear at court and give their verb.d testimony . When

] had got ready to come to trial, the defendani was not lc.dy
and got it put oif to the next e an which would be holden at

York the next year. In die spring, before the siti nj. cf the

com;, 1 went to the clerk's ofi.ee to find what the depositions
were that wore filed •

giinst me; and the whole appealed io be

a series ol < .aigg/mted st- temenis, made by these who were

governed i.y d.e r prejudices, witfa.i t having but very little, if

any knowledge of die facts, more than what (boy obtained by
hearsay. Tb.s caused me to rsdo.ible mv uihgence and :et

wouesses to appeal on the stand tocomradict their testimony,
on ea.ch case (hey had alleged against me.
On the day appointed fo- the trio!, i very thing was .prepared

on my part, io have a f i. h«$..: -ng. .Tudr>e P, t*i.b ws on i.e

bench, ..mi seen -'o, it I 'hoivri. , tobe ivtermu c<. te have .i.e

case go against me; for he appeared to know every thing that
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was to be in the defence before hand. I made out my case by

proving the words utteied by the defendant, which were in my

declaration. They then proceed nl in tne defence, tomake out

the eight cases of murder, which were alleged against me.—

The first was a case of a man by the name of Hubbard, of

Elliot, who had been dead above two years, the particulars of

which I have before stated. The witnesses brought to support
this case, told a very lamentible and highly colored story; and

I brought on to the stand, a very respectable witness, who com

pletely contradicted the whole statement.

The next cases brought up were the throe childien of Mr.

Fulsom, of Deerfield, the particulars of which have been before

related. A number of depositions were read, which the de

fendant had obtained of (hose that had been my enemies, and
who knew nothing of the matter more than hears ty reports

among themselves. They gave a very highly colored "ccount

of my treatment of the children; so much so, (hat it would

appear by their stories, that I had taken them in health and had

roasted them to death; never saying a word about the fifteen

that I cured, some of which had been given over by the doctors.
To rebut the evidence that was produced te prove that I had

killed those children, I brought on the stand, two respectable

witnesses, who were knowing to all the circumstances, being
present at the time of my attending the family. They gave a

correct and particular account of all the circumstances as they
took place—of the situation of the family when I first saw them,
and the violence of the disorder—how the docters fa d lost li

their patients that had, been attacked with the disorder before I

came—with the number that I hnd cured by mv mode of practice;
and that the doctors afterwards adopted mv plan, and saved the

lives of a number by it. The Judge interrupted them and rp>d

some of the depositions over again; but the<e witne.-ses stated

that (hey were not true, and went on to give some of the par
ticulars of the oppositen I met with in my practice from those

very persons whose depositions had been read, when the Judge
seemed to put out, and ittemnted to stop them, saymg that they
had said enough. They said that having been sworn to tell the

whole truth, they felt it iheir dutv to do so.

Thev next brought on the case of a woman who had d'ed at

Beverly, that I had ittended, and with it the case of Kzra I oyoft,

whom I had been tried for murdering. I was very glad t.> have

this case brought up again, as T wished to hive-?n oppo-temtfy
to prove all the facts relating to it, which I had been prevented

H
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frcm doing on my trial, in consequence of Uiog rcqi.itted with

out making any defence. The evidence brought forw nd to

'support this case, were ihe depositions of those who had testified

against me on ray triad at Salem; they were pretty near the

same as then gi\en. After those depositions were read, 1 bad
• called on to the stand FJeler Williams and Mi. Raymond, who

gave all the p rticulars.of my attending upon the young mon,

as has been before related, which completely contradicted all the

depositions they had read in the' case. The Judge interrupted
these witnesses and read the depositions of (he girl, who stated

that I crowded my pukes down thepatiem's throat and he cried

,
murder till he died. They both positively testified, that tbcm

S was not a word of it true; for when he died, and for twelve

,-< V**hours before he was under the caTe of Dr. Ih wo, during which

time, I did not see him. Asto tbo woman in Beverly, whom

they tried to make out that I had murdered, it was proved by these

witnesses, that she w s in a dying condition when I first saw her,
and rh.it 1 so stited it as my opinion at the V.ri<e, aud that my

medicine would not help her.

The next case was that of Mrs. Lifford, who died at Salis

bury, the particulars .of which hive toon before given. The

evitlence brought to prove this case of murder was die deposition
of the woman who mused lor, and by whose neglect the palicnt
took cold, after the medicine had a favorable operation, and

appearances wire much in her favor; in em\se< nonce of which

she had a relapse, and I could not produce any effect npmi her

by the medicine afterwards. This woman copfessed at'he tme,

that she was the only one to hi -me, and that no fault ought, to

be attached tome; but she .afterwards was influenced by Dr.

French, to turn against me, and made threats that she would

swear to any thing to injure me. After her de] osition was

read, I brought a witness on the stand, who completely e< uira-

d toted every thing contained in it: bul ihe judge u.nd fa r

deposition to the jury, and directed thom to pay attention to

that in preference to the witnesses on the stand.

The eighth and last case was that ef the son of Thomas

JMeal ef Portsmouth, who ws* very violently attacked, and was

attended by Dr. Culler. I 'was called on ?t night to attend

him, and thought there wps a possibility of hoiping him; but

the man whom ho lived wi'h would not consonl (haf I slould

do any thing for him, and I went away, after telling tfam (bat

he -od d he either worse or better before morning, and if ho

was worse he would djff, I was called to visit him in the
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morn, lg, and \jfas informed that he was worse, and thai his

(
ma-a< ■( had c.mseited to havo me attend upon him. I (old his

father it was undoubtedly too late; hut he insisted upon it so
'
much, I attended, an J told them the clnnce was very small for

d ling him any go.)d. as 1 considered it a desperate case. After

be in/ very hirdly urged by his friends, I gave iiioi some medi-

c.ine, but it had no effect, and* about suadowii he died. The.

doctor who attended him was brought forward to prove that I

munfareJ (he pitient. If I recollect rightly, he swore that the

patient hid tie dropsy in the brain, an J that the disorder had

Knao I and he was in a fair way to recover; but I came and

gave hnn my prison pukes and kill id hirn. I brought forward

evidence who swore to the fa :ts as I have above related them,
ami I hat the doctor would give n-r encouragement of helping
the patient. The father of the young mao gave his evidence,
and stated that his son was in a dying situation, when I gave
him medicine; but the judge interrupted him, and asked if he

wis a doctor, lo which he answered no. He then said the

do ;tor has stated that his disorder had turned and he was get-

ling better— ire you going to contradict the doctor—aiid thus

managed to do away his testimony.
I have di as given a- brief sketch of the evidence in the eight

cases, which were attempted to be proved is murder, in order

to make out justification on the part of the defend mt, with rm»

defence to the same, in as correct a manner as I am able from

memory; and am confident that every circumstance as I have

related it, can be substantially proved by living witnesses. ,\ Iter

the evidence was gone through, the lawyers on both sides made

iheir pleas, miking the case on my part as good and as bad ns

(hey could. The judge then gne his charge to the jury, which
wis const fared by those who heard it to be the mo-t piejudiced
and partial one that had been ever heard before. He made use

of every means to raise the pas- ions of the jury and turn them

agtinst rm; staling that the d e far: d tint was completely justified
in calling mo a murderer, for if I wis not guilty of wiiful mur

der, it was birbiroMs.ignorm1 murder; and he even abused my

liwyers for taking up fir me, sayil^flhat they ought to be paid
in scevo augers and bull dog-;. Tlie people tint were present
wer.a very m- 10 h d'^ justed at his co.idu?% and tl^y expressed
themselves very freriy upon (he sribjec'; d. was sift by some

tint our courts instead of being court-; of jusiice, had become

counts of prejudice. One man said be hoped judge Pardons

■vo'di never have another opportunity to s:t on ? cans": which
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prediction turned out true, for he soon after had a stroke of the

palsy, and as I am informed died before the next court met.—

The jury brought in their verdict of justification on the part of

the defendant, and threw the whole costs on me, which

amounted to about two thousand dollars.

When I found how the case was going to turn, I went to
"

Portsmouth, and soon after mad# arrangements to pay the cosls.

Judge Rice was my bail and undertook to pay all (he bills that

I had not paid at the time. On my settlement with him I owed

him six hundred dollars for money that he had advanced on my

account; for which I had no way to secure him, but by giving
him a mortgage of my farm; which I did, and it was put on

record, and never known to any of my friends till I paid it up.
He charged nothing for all his time and trouble, through the

whole of my persecutions and trials, for which and for his kind

ness and friendship on all occasions, I shall ever consider

myself under the greatest obligations.
Sometime in the spring of the year previous to this trial at

York, a young man came to me at Portsmouth, by the name of

Alfred Carperter, fro«i the town where my family lived; he was

recommended to me by his neighbors, as being lame nnd poor,
and wanted my assistance. I took him out of pity and instructed
him in my mode of practice, nnder the expectation that ii would

te a benefit to him nnd thereby he would be able to assist me

in attending the sick.
About the first of June, 1811, I received a letter from East-

por(, where I had been the fall before and shown some of my
mode of practice. Some of the people in that place were so

well satisfied with it, that seven men had subscribed their names

to the letter, requesting me to come there and practice in the

levers, which prevailed in those parts. I left the care of my
business at Portsmouth with Mr. Carpenter, my apprentice, and

immediately took passage for Eastport, where I arrived about

ihe middle of June. I was very gladly received by those who

had wrote to me, and those with whom I had become acquainted
when there before. I agreed (o practice under Ihe protection:
of those who had stmt for me, until 1 had convinced them of its

utility, to which they consented, and promised me all the assist

ance in their power. I was soon called on to practice, and

had all the most desperate cases that could be found, in all of

which I met with very great success. There was, I think at

(hat time, five practising doctors on the Island, among whom

my success in curing the sick caused great alarm ; and I soon
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experienced the same determined opposition from them, with

all (he ar(s and plans to destroy me and my practice, that I had

experienced from the same class of men in other places. In

order (o show some of their conduct towards me, I shall relate

the particulars of some of the cases I attended; but most of

the numeroi s case3 which I had under my care, were so nearly
similar to those that have been already given, and my.mode of

treating them being about the same, that it will be unnecessary
to repeat them. ,

I was sent for to visit a Mrs. Lovett, who was the daughter of
Mr. Delisdernier, at whose house I attended her. She had the

dropsy and had been under the care of one of the debtors, till

he had given her over as incurable. I went to see her in com

pany with the doctor; but we could not agree as to the cause

and remedy. I asked him several questions concerning the

power of (lie elements, and the effect of heat on the human

system. He answered that the elements has nothihg to do with

the case. After giving him my ideas on the subject which all

appeared new to him, I told him that the contending powers in

this case was between the fire and water; and if I could get
heat enough in the body to make the water volatile, it could not

stay in the body. He said that any thing warm would not

answer for her. I then asked him how he thought the hottest

modicine would do. He said that it would produce immediate

deith. I then told him that if I did any thing for her, I should
administer the hottest medicine I could give. Finding there

would be a disadvantage on my part in doing any thing for her,
as the doctor and I could not agree, I left the house. I was

followed by the father and mother and the doctor, who all in

sisted on my returning; but I told them that notwithstanding
the doctor had given her over, if I was to attend her and she

should die, they would say that I killed her. They promised
tint let the consequences be what (hey might, no blame should

be alleged against me. Upon which 1 agreed that I would stop
on condition that two of my friends should be present as wit

nesses to what was said, and see the fiist process of the medi

cine, which was agreed to, and they were sent for, and heard

the statements of the doctor and family. A Captain Mitchell

from New York, was also present, and heard the conversation

between me and the doctor; and being pleased with the prin

ciples that I laid down, which excited his curiosity so much

that he expressed a wish to be present and see the operation of

(he medicine, and staid accordingly.
H 2
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The doctor pretended to be going away till after I had givt-n
the first medicine, and appeared to be very busy going out ni.cl

coming in, and had much conversation with Mrs. I.ovell, the

husband's mother, who was the nurse. After the first medicine

had^done, which operated very favorably, gave tlirections what

to do, and particularly to keep the patient in perspiration during
the night, and left medicine for the purpose; we then went

home. In the morning I called to see her and to my surprise
found her sitting with the window up, and exposed to the air as

much as possible; on examination I found that no medicine

had been used. On inquiry I found that the doctor had been

in frequently to see her; and on asking why they had not fol

lowed my directions, the nurse appeared very cross, and said she

would not take any of my medicine. I told (hem iha( they had

not killed her, but I did not thank them for their good will any
more than if they had dene it. I was about leaving (he house,
as I found mv directions would not be attended to by the nurse;

but Captain Mitchell was very urgent for me to continue. I

told him that if he would attend upon her and see the medicine

given and every thing done according to my directions, I would

continue, to which he agreed. I left the patient in his care ;md

he attended her faithfully through the day; at night I visited

her and found the swelling began lo abate. He continue*! his

care of her, and in three days she was able to go up and down

stairs, and in one week she was well. By the influence of the

doctor, the woman and the husband all turned against me, and I

never received any thing for my trouble but their abuse and

slander. The woman's father and Captain Mitchell, however,

gave me all credit for (he cure,
and they both purchased a right.

About a year after at a private assembly of women, (his Mrs.

Lovett, the mother-in-law of the sick woman, gave an account

of the whole transaction, and stated that there was a private
interview beiween hef and the doctor, and it was agreed to go

contrary to my directions, and the doctor said she would die in

the course of the nigh; and that he should take me up for

murder, and that she must be an evidence, This appeared to

be almost incredible, that they should be so void of all human

feeHngs, £s to be willing to have the woman die, in order to

have the opportunity lo take me up for murder; but two women
who were present when she told the story, gave their deposition
froving the facts as above stated.

I continued my practice on this island, at Lubeck, and on

themain, paying my most narticular attention to those who sent
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for me, and wanted information. I practised under their inspec
tion about five weeks, and then told them that I had dono enough
for a trial, to prove the use of my medicine, and should do no

more till I knew whether a sociely could be formed. They
expressed their entire satisfaction, and wished to have a sociely
formed; a meeting was called for that purpose, and sixteen

signed the articles at the first meeting. After this a meeting
was held every week, at which a lecture was given for the pur

pose of giving information, and for the admission of members;
and eight e ich week was added during the summer. In the fall

I went back to Portsmouth to attend lo my business there, and

see !o the society which had been formed in that place.
Afer slaying in Portsmouth a few weeks to give information

to the people* and procuring a stock of medicine, I made ar

rangement to return to Eastport; and sometime in the month

of October, I set sail for that place taking with me my appren

tice and Stephen Sewell. On my arrival I introduced Mr. Car

penter as my apprentice, and got Mr. Sewell into a school as an

assistant; in which he had fifteen dollars a month, and all hi.j

leisure time he attended to gain information of the practice.
I took a sm dl shop and put into it a good assortment of modi

cine, and attended to practice till I had got Mr. Carpenter in

troduced among the people.
While practising here, I frequently heard of the abuse and

scmdd towards me and my practice, from Mrs. Lovett, the old

woman oefore mentioned, as ihe nurse of hoi son's wife, whom

I cured of the dropsy. This old woman was a singular charac

ter; and was called a witch by the people; I have no faith in

these kind of things, yet her conduct, and certain circumstan

ces, that took place, were very extraordinary, and puzzled ,md

astonished me more than any thing I hid ever met with, and

which I have never been able to account for to this day. Mr.

Carpenter was attending a man, where this woman often visited,

who had the consumption, and his child, which was sick and

had fits. He came to me and said that the medicine he gave

would not have its usual effect; that the emetic instead of caus

ing them to vomit would make them choak and almost stranglei
I attended thiem myself, and on giving the medicine it would

opente on the man, and not on the child, at one time, and the

next time on the child and not on him. Sometimes the child

would lay in fi's for a whole night, nnd nothing would have any

effect upon it, in the morning it would come out of them and

appear to be quite bright and lively. I had never known the
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medicine lo fail of producing some effect before, win ie liie pa

tient was not so far gone as not to have life enough left to build

upon. 1 can give no reason for this strange circumstace, sat

isfactory tomyseif, or which would bethought reasonable by the

readers. The old woman, before mentioned, was frequently in

and out of the house where the man and child were, and seem

ed to be very much interested about them; when she was gone
the child would frequently x.-o into violent fits, and when I

steamed it, it was said the old woman would be in great dis

tress. It caused much conversation among the neighbors; they
believed it to be the power of witchcraft; and that the old wo

man had a control over the destinies of the man and child and

was determined to destroy them in order to get her icvengeon
me. I have no belief in these things; but must confess (hat

her strange conduct, and the extraordinary circumstance' at

tending the whole affair, baffled me more than any thing I had

ever met with before. I was unable to do any tiling for ihoso

two patients, except sometimes by a temporary relief; ihey con

tinued to grow worse, and finding it not in my power to do

them any good, left them and they both soon after died.

Whether the extraordinary circumstances attending the two

cases above stated, were caused by a stratagem of the doctors,
• in which the old woman was made their agent, to injure ine by
causing in some way or other poisonous medicines to be admin

istered to them, in order to prevent iny medicines from having
any salutary effect, iswhat I do not feel disposed to assert as a

fact; but the many cases in which I have been certain thai such

things have been done by the faculty, and their enmity and

uniform opposition to my practice, both at this place and else

where, as well as the confession made by the old woman, would

tend strongly to confirm such a belief. I could mention a great
number of facts in addition to what I have»said in regard to

this affair, if necessary, which appeared very extraordinary to

me and all who witnessed them; but think that enough has

been said on the subject, and shall leave it to the public to de
cide between us. There were five doctors at Eastport when I

went there, who had a plenty of business; but my success was

so gfceat and the people became so well satisfied of the superi

ority of my system of practice over theirs, that they were soon

relievedAfrom most of (heir lahors; and in a short time after,
three of them had to leave the place for want of employment.
I made arrangements to go back to Portsmouth to spend the

winter, and to leave Mr. Carpenter with the care of my busl-
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ness and practice at Eastport, under the protection of John

Burgin, Esq. a man who has been particularly friendly to me on

all occasions. I told him if he would be faithful in my busi

ness and in selling medicine, that he should have half the pro
fits after the money was collected ; and in December I took pas

sage for Portsmouth. We had a long and tedious passage of

eighteen days; the vessel took fire and our lives exposed;
but we were fortunate enough to extinguish it without much

damage. I stopped in f*orsmouth and practised some time,
then went to see my family, where I remained the rest of the

winter, in whch time I was employed in collecting and prepar

ing medicine. I returned to Portsmuth in the spnngof 1812,
and after miking (he necessary arrangement, I set sail for East-

port, where I arrived about the first of May. I made a settle

ment with Mr. Burgin, and paid him sixly-three dollars for (he

board of Mr Carpenter, and for shop renl. Then furnished the

shop with a complete stock of medicine, to which I added cor

dials and spirits, the.whole of which amounted to about twelve

hundred dollars. There was a great call for medicine this

spring, and also for practice.
After arranging my business, I conoj|)ded to i-eturn to Ports*

mouth; a short time before I came away, a Mr. Whitney came

to me for assistance, and purchased a right. About the same

time a Mr. McFadden applied also for assistance, who had the

consumption. I left them both under the care of Mr. Carpen
ter, and immediately sailed for Portsmouth, where I arrived in

safety. Soon after my arrival there, I found that there was go

ing to be a war with Great Britain; in consequence of which I

returned immediately back to Eastport to settle my affairs in

that place. In a short time after my arrival there, the declara

tion of war came on, and I made the best arrangements of my

business I could, leavingMr. Carpenter with directions, if there

should any thing happen in consequence of the war, so as to be

necessary for him to leave the island, to come to Portsmou'h.

Before leaving the phce, I called on him for some money, and

all he could pay me was sixty-four dollars, which was but one

dollar more than I had paid for his board and shop rent. 'Fhe

people were in such confusion it wts impossible to get a settle

ment with any one. I left Mr. Whitney and Mr. ?ricFadden in

his care and left (he island about (he middle of June, and ar

rived in Portsmouth in forty-eight hours, wdiere I remained the

greater part of the summer; during which time 1 had cons(ant

practice, and formed some regulations for the sociely. which wa*5



. NARRATIVE OF TUT. 1-IFE, &c.

established -there*, 'for the purpose of greater facility in commu

nicating mrorina'ffon of my system of practice to the people who

wished my assistance. In the fall of this ye ar I published my

pamphlet of direclions, as many wore miaul that I fhoidd not

!?jvo the pi cc destitute of the knowledge t.f myjiractice and

medicine. Many persons who had been the must urgent for

me to give them information, now became the most backward,
and complained that (he restrictions were too hard with regard
to their giving the information to others; some of whom bad

never done the least to support the practice or me. When

any of them w;ere sick they were ready enough to call on me

for assistance; and if i relieved tliem quick, (hey thouoiit it

worth nothing, and they run out agiinst my practice, saying I

deserved no pay. This sort of treatment I have met with from

a certain cdass of people in all places where I have practiced —

I was treated with much attention when they were in danger
from sickness; but when I had cured them I was thoughl no
more of. This kind of im. latitude I have experienced ja predy
large share of during my pnerice.
In the nionfh of Octotor, having got my business arranj ed,

ami a stock of medicinrf~preparod. I.ic'mi'ed to Kastporl. < \*

my arrival (here I went (o my shop, and found (hat Mr. Car

pel. ter had gone home, and Mr. McFadden and a Mr. Harvey
left very sick, and only a boy to taVe care of (hem and (he shop.
Mr. McFadden was very low with a consumption, and unable

lo by down. I found there was noregulatien of the business

in the shop, and the property ] bad, chiefly gone. I was obliged
to pay every attention to ihe sick men tint had been left in this

manner without assistance; I attended Mr. Harvey, and got
him well enough to go borne in a few days; and Mr. MrTYd-

don was so put to i( for breath and was so distressed, that I had

to be with him night and day for six weeks and three days,
when Mr. Carpenter returned. Previous to this I found ihat

Mr. McFo-aPii had put bis farm mto the hands of Mr. Car

penter as security for his attending him in his sickness; and as

he had no relations the remainder to go to him and me. On

enquiry intp the businessJ foui d riiat he had taken a dee9 in

his own name, and that alrlhe bills and accounts for has prac
tice and medicine in my absence were in his own naire. 1

asked him for a settlement and he refused; I then askcel him

what he meant by his conduct; he sail he owed me "nothing,
and bid me defiance, saying if I chose I mght take **te *te[ s of

the law. I could not conceive what he meant bv treating inc.
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in this manner, til afer making further enquiry, I found that

be had form ! a connection in a finally—that he iiad been ad-

vis a 1 to take the course he did, and as I had no receipt for the

property, or any written agreement to support my claim, he could

do with me as he pleased, ind keem every thing for his own bene

fit.
* 'I he m.rin after he returned, and before I had any know

ledge of Ins intention*, he had robbed the shop of all the ac

counts, notes, bills, and all other demands, so thai I knew no

more about the bisiness than as'mnger.

I L"apicntly tried to get a settlement with Carpenter; bur be

said he md none to make with me. Mr. McFadden died r-Mooly
after and Carpenter came forw ird mdo'.'-.iimn! all Ins property,

saying that it was all willed to him. I asaad him why it should

be willed to him,when i hid borne the expence and done tiie prin-

cipd part of the labor in taking care of him in his sickness.

He s id I must look to him for my py. I told him that it was

very singular that my apprentice bad become my master in < eo

year; but he denied ho was my apprentice, and said that he

was a partner; but I had said in order to encourage him

ta be faithful and do well by me, he should have half the

profits of the practice, and that I ha^no idea of his having
the whole of my property, because I made bim this p riise.

AH 1 could say I found would have no effect, for the more I

tried to reason with him, the more obsriuate amd impudent he

was. He oven went so far as to say that the shop and all that

was in ii wis his, and that 1 had nothing to do with it; becalled

a vitnossind-forbid my having any concern in the shop. I found

there was no other way for me, but to turn him out and get nd

of him in the best manner I could; to effect which 1 applied
to the owner ofthe shop and got a writing to prove my claiin-to

the possession and immediately took measure* to get rid of him.

He -made all the opposition, and gave me ill thetroublehe could ;

he wen! into the shop while I wis absent, .and begin to tbrnw

the properly out into the street; but 1 s >on put a stop to bis

carer, and secure 1 the property from his reHch. He still bell

all my books and accounts, which put my busmess into such

confusion that 1 was unable *o collect any of the demands that

wer^ -1 'te; and the only remedy I had was to advertise him as my

apprentice ml forbid all persons having "nv dealings with him

on mv account, or settling with him. My los^ bv trie d,sh< nest

conduct of this mm was very considerable, besides ihe injury
to jiiv foeliti {s from his base ingratitude :o me; for I had taken

him from a state of poverty and distress; supported him for a
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long time when he w s very little benefit to me; and had in

structed hitn in my system of practice and given him all tho

information in ray power; hud introduced him into practice,
and given him every encouragement to enable him not only to

assist me in supporting my system of practice, but to benefit

himself; and after .dl this, for h.m to turn against me and treat

me in the manner he did, was a deeper wound to my feelings
than the loss of my property.
After having got clear of Carpentter, I hired a young man

whom I had cured and given information to, and put him into

the shop, and agrred to pay his board for one year, and then

returned to Portsmouth. As Carpenter had bid me defiance,
and threatened to sell my rights and give information to any one

who would buy of him and, likewise I found (hat there w- s,

another plot got up to destroy me; a petition had been sent on

to the Legislature 'o havealiw passed against quackery, in

which I Wds named ; and there can be no doubt but what the

whole object of it wis to stop my practice; I was at a stand,
and put to much perplexity to know what course it was besi 10

steer. I found I had enemies on every bnd, and was in danger
of falling by some of them. Every thing seemed to conspire
against me; but I had some friends who have never forsaken me;

rny courage remained good, and my spirits were never depressed,
and it appered tome thai the more (roubles I had to encoim er,

themore firmly I was fixed in my determination to persevere
unto the last.

When I had maturely considered the subject in all its bear

ings, and exercised my best abilities in devising some plan by
which I could extricate myself from the dangers which threat

ened me on every hand; and to prevent those rights, which

twenty years' labor, with much suffering and great expense had

given me a ;ust claim to, from being wrested from me— I finally
come to the conclusion that there was only one plan for me to

pursue with any chance of success; and that was to go on to

Washington and obtain a patent for my discoveries; and put
myself and medicine under the protection of the law of my

country, which would not only secure tome the exclusive right
to my system and medicine, but would put me above the reick
of the laws of any state.

After coming to the conclusion (o go on to the seat ofgovern
ment and apply for a patent, made all necessary preparation cr

the journey, and started from Portsmouth on (he 7(h of Febuary
and arrifed at Washington on the 23d. The next day after my
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Arrival I waited on Captain Nicholas Gilman of Exeter, showed
►him my credentials and asked his advice, what 1 must do to

' obtain my objrjct. He said that he thought it could not be

made explicit enough to combine the system and practice,
wi hout being too long; he however advised me «o carry my

petition to the patent office; which was then undei the control

of Mr. Monroe, Secretary of State. I went to the patent office

ami found tint Dr. Thornton ws the Clerk, and presented him

mypeition. He asked me ninny questions, and then said I

must call again; I called again the next day, and he said the

petition was not right—that I must specify the medicine, and

what disorder it must be used in—he said that those medicines

in general tor rn to curt1 every thin?, wis quackery—that I in ist

particul ly designate the nic'icine, and state how it rnus< be

usn 1, and in vvhit dtseise. I th^n w tiled oa .VImm Ch t • >d i,

1 ite governor of Vermont, who was at W-shington, nul as..ed

his ssistance; he Was from the same town where my father

lived, and readily consemcd. We made out the specifications
in as correct a m inner as we coidd, ;md the next d y I carried

them to tho: patent office, and gnve them to' Dr. Thornton; tie

complained much about its being too short a system, and put

me off once more. I applied again and asked him for my patent;

but he said I had not got the botanic names for the articles, nd

referred me to Dr. Mitchell of New York, who was in (he

House f Representatives. I applied to him, and requesmd

him to giveme the botanic names tothe articles
mentioned in my

petition. He wrote them and I carried them to Dr. Thortiton;

but he was unable to read some of the names one in portico 1 r,

he said I must go again U> Dt. Mitchadl, and get him to .give it

in some otfier words, and not tell him that be could not read it.

I went and the doctor wrote the same word again and then wrote

or "snap-dragon;" which I c irried o Dr: T torn ton, and ie-

quested him to put in the pat/ett my names, and record it for

himself snap-dragon, or any c |er name he choose. He then

talked about sending me to Philadelphia, to Dr. Barton, to get

1 found he was determined to give me all the trouble he could

and if possible to defeat ray getting a paiem, and I intimated

that 1 should go with my complaint to Mr. Monroe, upon which

he -loomed a little more disposed to grant my request, and
said

he would do without Dr. Barton's n mes. He 'hen went to

work to make out the patent, rnd wtan he came o the irt.de

of.myrrh, he found
much feuh^hou* M^wA said it Was good
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for nothing. I told him that I paid for the patent and if it was

good for nothing it was my loss. After much i rouble 1 gol it

made out according to my request, and the medicines to be used

in fevers, cholics, dysenteries and rheumatisms; he then asked

me if I wanted any additions, and I told him to add "ihe three

first numbers may be used in any other case
to promote perspi

ration, or as an emetic,1' which he did. 1 then had to go to

the treasury office and pay my money and bring him duplicate

receipts. After ail this trouble I at length succeeded in obtain?

ing my patent according to my request, which wis completed
and delivered to me on the 3d day of March, 1813.

The next day after I had completed my business, was the

day of inauguration of the President of the United S ates, and

I had the curiosity to stay and see the ceremonies on that occa

sion. After the ceremonies were over 1 went to the stage office

and found that the seats were all engaged for a fortnighl ; and
was obliged to stay till the 13th before I could get a passage.
I (hen (ook passage in the stage and c*me on to Philadelphia,
where I remained several days for the purpose of seeing Dra.

Rush and Barton, to confer with them upon the subject of intro

ducing my system of practice to the world. 1 spent considera
ble time with Dr. Barton; but Dr. Rush was so much engaged,
that I was unable to have but little conversation more thi-n stat

ing my business. He treated me with much politeness, and said

that whatever Dr. Burton agreed to he would give his consent,
so that my business was cjjiefly with the latter gentleman. I

asked him many questions concerning my system and patent,
and requested his advice of the best mode of introducing it.

He ndvised me to make friends of some celebrated doctors and
let them try the medicine and give the public such recommenda
tion of it as they should deem correct. I told him that I fe= red

that if I should do so, they would take the discovery to them
selves and deprive me of all credit or benefit from my labors;
and asked him if he thoughl that would not be the esse. He
said itjnight with some, but he thought there wore some of the

profession honorable enough not to do it. I asked him if he
would make trial of it himself, and give it such credit as ho
should find it to deserve. He said (hat if I would trust it in
his hands, he should oe pleased, and would do justice to me
and the cause. I accordingly left some of the medicine with

him, with directions how to use ft; but before I received any
return from him he died; and Dr. Rush also died sometime pre
vious; by which means I was deprived of the influence of these
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Mwo men, which I was confident would otherwise have been

•xerted in my favor.

& During my interview wifh Dr. Barlon, we had much conver-

alion upon the subject of the medical skill, and he being quite
oci.able and pleisant, I expressed myself very freely upon the

ashionable mode of practice, used by the physicians of the

>rcsent day. He asknowledged there was no art or science so

uicullivated as that of medicine. I stated to him pretty fully
uy opinion of the absurdity of blooding to cure disease; and

»ointed out its inconsistency, in as much as the same method

,vas made use of to cure a sick man as to kill a well beast. He

lughc 1 and said it was strange logic enough.
While 'in the city of Philadelphia, I examined into their mode

of treating the yellow fever; and found to my astonishment

that the treatment prescribed by Dr. Rush, was to bleed twice

a day for ten days. It appeared to me very extraordinary to

bleed twenty times to cure the most fatal disease ever known ;

and am confident that (he same manner of treatment would kill

one half of those in health. This absurd practice being fol-

. lowed by the more ignorant class of the faculty, merely because

it has been recommended in some particular cases by a great

man, has, I have not the least doubt, destroyed more lives than

has ever been killed by powder and ball, in this country, in the

same time. Those I met in the streets who had escaped the

fatal effects of bleeding, mercury, and other poisons, carried

death in their counvenance; and on conversing with them, they
said they had never been well since they had the fever—that

they took so much mercury and opium, they were afraid that

they were in a decline.

After remaining in Philadelphia about two weeks, I went in

the stage to New!York, where I obtained a passage in a coaster,

am! arrived in Portsmouth on the 5th day of April. Immedi

ately after my arrival at Portsmouth, I gave public notice in the

newspapers, of my having obtained a patent, and forbid all

persons trespassing upon it undjr the penalty of the law in

such cases provided; and prepared and published a handbill,

in which I gave a description of the nature of disease on the

constitution of man; and also the conditions of disposing of

the right of using my system of pnetice; and taking a number

of the handbills with me, safout for Eastport, where I arrived

about the first of M ,.y. On my arrival the handbills were cir

culated among the people, which caused considerable
stir among

them, particularly with the doctors, who seemed surprised that
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I had obtained a patent. I again called on Mr. Carpenter for a

settlement, but could not obtain one, for his friends advised

against it, telling him (hat he could'srill pursue the practice in

spite of my patent, by calling the medicine by different nanie-s

I furnished my shop with a stock of medicine, nnd made ai

agreement with Mr. Mowe, the young man that I had employed
aince Carpenter was dismissed, to continue-lhe practice for me,

and lake charge of my business at this place. My expenses for

his wages, board, and shop rent w*s about one dollar per day;
and the amount of (he practice and side of medicine, was about

one hundred dollars per month.

While at Eastport I met with a loss, which I will mention to

show the hard fortune I had (o contend w ilh. Wishing lo send

one hundred dollars to ray friend judge Rice, in part payment
for what I owed him, took two fifty dollar bills and went to the

p< s -office and gave them to the post-master, with a letter direct

ed to Alexander Rice, esq. Portsmouth, requesting him to secure

ihem in the letter in a proper manner and send it on. The let

ter was never received in Portsmouth, and no traces of it could

be found. I hud s;rong suspicions tint the post-master at East-

port|deslroyed the letter and kept the money. I made arrange
ments to inquire further into his conduct; but shortly after he

fell from 4 precipice and was killed, winch put a stop to pursu

ing the subject any further; so it turned out a total loss to me.

After settling my business in Eastport, I returned to Ports

mouth, where I stopped but~a short time; and takingMr. Sewell

with me, went to Portland to introduce my practice in that

place. On our arrival I advertised my patent in the newspapers,
and had handbills printed and circulated among (he people, giv
ing the conditions on which I should practice and (he manner

of selling family rights," io (hose who wished the use of my
practice and medicine; and (hat I should a((end to no case

except such as wished to purchase the rights, to, give them

information, and prove the utility of Ihe medicine. I gave (he

info.mation, to Mr. Fickett, where we boarded, and a right of
using the medicine for himself and firmly; and gave informa
tion to several of his workmen. Soon after making myself

known, hpd a great number of desperate cases put under mv

charge, all of which were cured or essentially relieved. My
success in the cases I attended, most of which were such as had
been given over by the doctors, caused gre^t alarm among (hose
professional gentlemen who are styled regular physicians; and
I experienced (he same opposition from them that I had met
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with in other places. I was followed by them, or their spies,
and all kinds of false and ridiculous reports were circulated

among the people to frighten and prejudice them against me
and my medicine.

Soon fler coming to this place, I was called on by Captain
John Alden to attend his wife, who was in a very alarming
situation. She was in a state of pregnancy and had the dropsy,
and was then as she supposed, several weeks over her time.

She had been in the same situarion once before and was deliv

ered by force, and came very near losing her life; the doctors

gave it as their opinion (hat if she sliould ever be so again she

would certainly die. I told 'him that I did not attend on any

except those who wished to purchase a right, in which cases

I would give them the information. I explained to him (he

principles upon which my system was founded, and he purchased
a right ; after which I attended upon his wife, and found her

very low; she had not laid in bed for three weeks, being so put

to it for breath when she lay down, was obliged lo get immedi

ately up again. I carried her through a course of the medicine

every day for five days, during which she was reduced in size

about eight inches; her travail then came on natural, and in

about two hours she was delivered of a daughter, and they both

did well. She was able to come down stairs in one week, and

in two weeks sho was well enough to be about the house. This

cure so alarmed the doctors, that they circulated a story at a

distance, where the facts were not known, that I was so ignorant
of this woman's situation, that I killed her immediately; but

the woman and her husband gave me all credit for the cure, and

appeared very grateful to me for it.

During the summer a son of Captain Alden, was violently
seized with the spotted fever; he was taken very suddenly, when

at the pump after water, fell and was brought into the house

senseless—I attended hira, and his jaws being set, administered a

strong solution of Nos. 1, 2 and 6, by putting my finger between

his cheek and teeth, and pouring in the medicine; squeezing it

round to the back of his teeth, and as soon as it reached the

roots of his tongue, his jaws came open; I then poured down

more of the medicine, and soon after swallowing it, his senses

came to him, and he spoke; he appeared like a person waking

out of a sleep. As soon <as the warm effect of the medicine

was over, he relapsed, and life seemed to go down with the heat.

I found that I could not restore him till I could rarify or lighten

the air—I laid him across the laps of three persons, shielding
I 2
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him from external air with a blanket, and put under hirn a pan

with a hot stone in it about half immersed in hot water; whilst

over this steam, again gave the medicine, which raised a por-

spirauon; and as the heat raised inside, life gained in proportion f
and when the perspiration had gained so as to be aqual to a state

of health, die natural vigor of life and action was restored.

1 was called on to attend a woman who had a relax, and in a

few visits restored her to health. One night about midnight

was sent for to visit this woman in consequence of I heir being
alarmed about her, the cause of which 1 could nevrr learn;
for on my arrival she was as well su..usual. I returned immedi

ately home and was soon after taken in a violent manner with

the s me disease; and was So bad as not lo be able to do any

thing for myself. Mr. Sewell attended upon me and did all he

could, which had no effect. I was persuaded that I should not live
three days unless I could get some relief. I had no pain and

every thing 1 took passed through rne in two minutes; nothing
seemed to warm me. \ sent and obtained some bulternut bark,
boiled it, and took some as strong as it could be made; as soon

as it began to operate, I followed it with brandy and loaf sugar
burnt together, till it became a syrup; this soon put me in pain;
I then followed my general rule of treatment, and was soon

relieved.

While at Portland was sent for to see a Mr. Mason, who was

very sick, and it was expected that he would not live through
the night He had been attended by the doctors of Ihe town

for a sore on his nose, which whs much inflamed; (hey had

given him so much salt petre to kill the heat, that (hey almost

killed him. I had the hardest trial to save his life of any one

I everAttended; and was obliged (o carry him through a course

of medicine (wo or three times a week for (hree monlhs, besides

visiting him every day. The doctors said he would certainly
die, and if he did, they meant to take me up for murder,- and

every means were resorted to, by discouraging him and other

ways, to prevent his getting veil; and when he got so as to

lie about, and it was derided that he was going to recover under

the operation of the medicine; one who pretended to be his
friend gave him a bottle of pepper vinegar—I had made a free

use of this article in his case, nnd he took some of what was

given him by this friend, and he soon grew worse. The man

who gave him the pepper vmegar often inquired how he did, ?nd
when told lhat he was worse, he would say that I should kill
Mm. I could not ascertain the reason of this patient being
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affected in the manner he was, till Mr. Sewell look some of the

same, and wms immediately taken in the same manner as the

sick mm. He took medicine and got over it, and a short time

after, took some more, and was attacked in a similar manner.

I then l>eg.an to mistrust that there was something in the pepper

vinegarj and on examining it, was satisfied that it had been

poisoned to destroy the patient in order to take advantage of me.
I wis obliged to carry them both through a course of the modi

cine, and they aftewards had no such turns.

This patient, after about three month's close attention, gained
so »s to enjojr n comfortable s^.te of health. The undertaking
wis very tedious on my part; I should be hardly willing lo go

through (he same process again, for anv sum whatever. The

destructive effects of salt petre is the worst of any poison I ever

undertook to clear the system of The only melhod I have

found successful, is to give No. 1, and No. 2, and throw all of

it out of the s Omach that can possibly be done; and by steam

ing keep the heat of (he body above il—all other poisons can

be eraelicatcd by the common course of medicine. I was call

ed on to attend the sick from all quarters; bu( few of them

were able to purchase the information, and many who had it

have never paid any thing The people generally were well

sitisfied with its utility; my friends were very zedous in intro

ducing it among the people; but my opponents were not slack

in doing every thing in their power to prejudice the public

against me and the medicine. The doctors seemed much troub

led at the success of the practice, many having been cured who

were given over by them. One woman, who had been unable

to walk for about nine months, after having been confined, nnd

the doctors could not help her, was attended by Mr. Sewell,

and in a short lime restored to a comfortable state of health,
which give them great offence; and some of them published in

the news papers, part of my trial for murder, in order to preju
dice the public against me. I prepared an answer, but they
had so much influence wilh the painters, that I was unable to

get it inserted ; (hey had the meanness to circulate the report

that I acknowledged the fact because I did not answer their

stitement. Thus have (he ficulty, by such unprincipled con

duct, managed to keep (he people blind to the benefit they
might receive from the use of the medicine, for the purpose of

keeping up their own credit and making them tributary to them

selves, without regard to the public good.
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This season I went to Eastport and collected some money ic

pay my friend Rice; and thinking lo make some profit, laid it

out in fish, and sent it lo Portland, consigned lo my friend

Fickett. When I went there myself, sold (lie fsh to him. 1

afterwards made a settlement with him, and took his note for

one hundred and sixty-three dollars, which he agreed to pay-

Judge Rice, as he was going to l'oston in a short time, and he

would call on him at Portsmouth for that purpose. I (hen wont

home to see my family, and in about six months after, returned
to Portsmouth, and on calling on Judge Rice found to my sur

prise, that Mr. Fickett hid notipaid the money, that he had

failed and- there was no chance for me to get any thing of him.
So I was again disappointed in my expectatioas of paying this

demand, and it appeared to me that all my hard earnings would
be sacrificed to pay the expense of prosecutions; but my friend

Rice wns very indulgent; and instead of complaining, did all

he could to encourage me and keep up my spirits.
In the fall of the year 1816, I started from Portland to go to

Eastport, and took Mr. Sewell with me, in order (o try to get
a settlement with Mr. Carpenter; as he knew all the particulcis
of the agreement between us. After suffering many hardships,
and being at great expense, in consequence of having to go part
of the way by water and part by land, owing to the war that

then existed, we arrived there on the twelfth day of Novem

ber. On my arrival I made enquiry concerning my affairs with

Carpenter, and ascertained what proof I could obtain to support
an action ?gainst him for the properry he had wronged me out

of; and after making an unsuccessful attempt to get my account

books out of his hands, brought an action against him for the-

property left in his possession; this being the only way in which

I could bring him to an account. After much time and ex

pense I at last obtained a judgment against him, got out an

execution, which wns levied on the land he had unjustly got a

deed of, and it was finally appraised to me; and after having
to get a writ of ejectment to get Mr. Tuttle out of possession
of it, who claimed it under a pretended deed from Carpenter,
to prevent it from being attached, I at last got the farm which

had cost in getting it more than it was worth; so I had to put

up with the loss of all my earnings at Eastport for two years,

with the loss of medicine sold by Carpenter, all of which

amounted to not less than fifteen hundred dollars.

I returned to Portland, where I remained to attend to my

practice and the society that had been formed there, for consid-

X
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erable time; and after settling and arranging my business as

well is I could, 1 -ft Mr. Sewell in charge of my affaiis there,
and in January 1814, returned to Portsmouth, which place 1

made the principil depot of ray medicines; having previous to

my returning from the eistward, made arrangements wilh my

agenls to supply them, and all odiers who had purchased the

rights, with such medicine as they might want, by their apply
ing to me for them. I had laid in a large stock, the value of

which I es'imated to be about one thousand dollars. I went to

Boston and Salem to procure some articles that could not be ob

tained elsewhere, in order to complete my stock; when absent

fhe great fire took place at Portsmouth, and all my stock of

medicine was consumed. This was a very serious loss to me,

not only in a pecuniary point of view, but it disarranged all my

plans, and put it out of my power to supply those whom I knew

depended upon me for all such articles as were most important
in the practice. The season was so far advanced (hat it was

impossible to obtain a new recruit of most of the articles; and
I wis obliged lo collect a part of what had been sent to differ

ent places, in order to be able to supply in the best manner I

could, such demands for medicine, as I should be called on for.

In doing this I was put to great trr»uble and expense, and in or

der to make myself whole, was under the necessity of raising
the price of th .edicine fifty per ceni ; <his caused much grum

bling r>^d complaint from the members of the societies in dif

ferent, places, and was taken advantage of by my enemies to in

jure me all they could.

I sent in the estimate ofmy loss, to the committee, who had

the clnrge of the money contributed by the people in different

parts, for the relief of the sufferers by the fire, and afterwards

called on them, with an expectation of receiving my share; but

they said mv loss was of such a nalure they could not give
me any thing, as I should be able to collect another supply the

next seison, -md I never received a cent from them. In addition

to my loss by the fire, and other diflicullies I had to encounter,

and while I was at Portsmouth using. 11 my exertions to replen
ish my stock of medicme, and assist, (hose who were suffering
from disease and needed (he benefit of my practice, I received

information from Portland (hat (he doctors had obtained one of

my books of direction, which was published expressly for the

information of (hose who purchased the right of using my sys

tem of practice, and had some knowledge of it by verbal and

other instruction, had printed an edition of it, and advertised

i

*
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them for sale at thirty-Seven and a half cents a copy. The/'
st. ted in their advertisements, that "this invaluable wmk which

had heretofore boon selling for twenty-dollars may ra w he had

for thirty-seven and a half cents;" and sent llieni lo all places
where my societies had been formed, and my practice had been

introduced, for the purpose of putting me down and preventing
the use of my medicine; but after all this pitiful attempt lo do

ine the great injury which they so fondly anticipated, they gained
nothing by it, except it was the contempt of all the honest part
of society who were knowing to the circumstances. To put a

stop to these practices and prevent the public from being im

posed upon, ! caused a notice to be published in the Ports

mouth and Portland papers, cautioning ihe people against buy
ing these books, or making use of the medicine, and trespassing
on my patent under the penalty of the law in such cases pro

vided; and also offered a reward of fifty dollars to any one who

would give information of any doctor, who should trespass on

my patent, and ten dollars for any one who should be found

guilty of seling the books. This put a stop to the sale of the

books, and prevent them from doing me any injury by this

trick; for those concerned in this disgraceful manoeuvre, were

compelled to acknowledge that my agents could sell more books

at twenty dollars, than they could at thirty-seven and a half

eents. .

I continued in Portsmouth after (he loss I met with from (he

fire, informing the people in that place and vicinity until I col

lected another assortment of medicine, during which time fifty
members were added to the sociely there. I appointed Mr.

John Locke as my agent in Portsmouth, and the society ac

cepted of him as such, to take ihe management of the practice
and -supplyffeem with medicine; I .agreed to allow him twenty-
five percent, on the sale of rights, and in eighteen months he

added about forty members to the society. He conducted him

self with the greatest propriety in the perform nee of all I ho

duties assigned him, and in this, as well as in all other concerns

which I had with him, has given me the highest satisfaction. 1

mention this tribute of praise to his fidelity, (he more readily^
as he is one of the very few whom I have put confidence in that

I have found honest enough to do justice to me and the people.
It has generally been the case, wilh those I have appointed as

agents, that as soon as they have been sufficiently instructed lo

attend to the practice with success and give satisfaction to the

people, that they have made it r. matter of speculation ; and

«i

.4)
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have, by all means that they could devise, attempted to get
the lead of the practice into their own hands, and deprive me of
the credit and profits of my own discovery; and when I have

found out their designs, and put a stop to their career by de

priving them of their agency, they have uniformly turned against
me and done every thing in their power to injure me and de

stroy the credit of the medicine. This kind of conduct has

been a very serious evil, and had caused me much trouble and

expense, besides destroying the confidence of the people in the
beneficial effects of the medicine and practice, and keeping
back the information necessary for its being properly understood

by them. This, however, has not been the case with ;dl trfat I

have entrusted with the care of my business as agents, for soma

of them have bee* uniformly honest and faithful, both tome

and to those to whom they have given the information.
Whde Mr. Locke was acting as my agent at Portsmouth, he

gave offence, by his faithful and upright conduct, to some mem

bers of the society, who wanted to reap all the advantages and

profits without any labor or expense. They made compl lints to
me of his conduct, and wished him turned out; but on asking
them for their charges against him, they said he speculated on

the medicine, and sold it one third higher than I did. I told

them that I had been obliged to raise the price in consequence

of my loss by the fire, and that he was not to blame for it.—

They, however, persisted in their complaints and after finding
that they could not make me turn against him, they turned

against me. After making further inquiries into the subject, I
satisfied myselfof their reasons for wishing Mr. Locke turned*

out of the agency. A man by the name of Holman, whom I

had four years previous cured of a consumption, as has been be

fore retated, and to whom I had given the information and au-.

thorised to form a society at Hopkinton, where he had practised
three years without making me any returns, had returned to

Portsmouth and practiced with Mr. Locke as an assistant.—

This man formed a plan to haveMr. Locke turned out in order

to get his place himself, and had managed so as to gain over to

hi6 side a number of the society, who joined with him in ef

fecting this object. They made use of all kinds of intrigue to

get the control of the practice out of my hands, by offering to

buy the right for the county, and many other ways; but I under*

stood their design and refused all their offers.

At. the next annual meeting of (he sociely, Holman was

chosen thoir agent without my consent, and I refused to autho-
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rize him to give information ; for he had deceived me before by
saving on his return to Portsmouth, that he could not forma

society a Hopkinton, whuh I h d found out to be filise;and
'many other things in his conduct had caused me to be so much

dissatisfied wilh all he did, that I declined having any thing
further to do with bun. He persisted in practising and in

eighteen months by his tre- clan us conduct, run down the

credit of the medicine and practice, and broke up the society,
after it had, the eighteen months pievious, got under good way
by Mr. Locke's agency, and was in a very prosperous condition.

I fud good re son to believe that Holm, n was employed by ray

enemies to break me up in tlris place and desiroy the credit of

the medicine; for when I was absent I ascertained that he gave

saltpetre nd other poisons, under the pretence that by giving
it (he night before it would prepare the stomach for my medicine

to be taken in the morning. This was like preparing overnight
to build a fire in the morning, by filling the fire-place with snow
and ice. After prep ring the stomach in this way, the nn-di-

cl.
■ would line no beneficial effects; and he would then placa

the patient over a steam, which caused them to taint. In this

way he proved to the members of the society that my mode of

practicews bad, and thus used his influence to destroy the

credit of my medicine in their minds, and m ke them believe

that I had deceived them. His practice turned out very unsuc

cessful, and he lost many of his patients. He had lost more in

six months, then I had lost in six years, which I imputed en

tirely to his bad conduct.

After my return, finding how things were situated in regard
to the pnetice; that all the credit Find gainer! by seven years

labor, had been destroyed in eighteen months, led me to make

a particular inquiry into the cause. On visiting his p? lien's I
'

found sohaeof the pillsmade of sah-petre, and aJsd some opium
pills, which he had been in the habit of administering secretly
to his patients under the name of my medicine; and after col

lecting an assortment of his poison, I called a meeiing of the

society* and proved to them that he had made use of these poi
sons under the presence *of- giving mv medicine; and also, that

he had confessed to have given tobacco when called on lo 'ad-

iBi&ister my n^dic-ine-; all of which satisfied the society so well

of thebitsinefS'of -v'> conctact'of their agent, that they imme

diately passed a vfvt* dismissing him from his agency. A cum-

mitten \v* ap' «>inted to investig;'^ he whole of his ccifbiet,
*nd publish a ptuAemeat of the -same, in order to do away the
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false impression that had been made on the public mind, and
convince them that the bad success of this man's practice had
been owing to his own wicked conduct: and not to any fault in

the medicine, I was never able, however, to get this committee
to meet and attend to the duty assigned them by the society, al-

Ihoaghthey confessed themselves satisfied of the truth of my

charges agiinst Holman, and of the injury I had sustained by
his conduct; and afaer waiting sixmonths and finding that they
wore more willing tint I should suffer, than that the blame

should fill where it justly belonged, I left them to their more

fashion lble practice, and withdrew all my medicine from the

place. *.

In the spring of the year of 1814, I wrote to Mr. Mowe, my
agent at Eastport, to leave that place in consequence of die

war becoming troublesome, and come to Portsmouth. He c me

up in May. I took him with me and went to Surry, where we

continued through the summer, and he assisted me in carrying
On my firm and collecting an assortment of medicine. In Au

gust we went to Onion river where my fither resided, to make a

visit and collect some articles of medicine, that could no' be

obtained in Surry. After my return Mr. Mowe went to Ports

mouth, and I remained at home till after the harvesting was over,

then went to Portsmouth to collect medicine, and attended to

some practice. Sometime in December I returned home and

found an express had been there for me to go to Guilford, sent

by Mr. Davis, whom I had attended the year before at Ports

mouth. I went with all speed and found his wife sick with a

consumption. I attended her a few days to give them informa

tion, and sold him the right of using the medicine; and also

sold some rights toothers; I then returned to Portsmouth, and

sent Mr. Mowe to Guilford to practice and give information to

those who had purchased the rights, where he remained till

spri ng.
During the time Mr. Mowe was at Guilford, he was very

successful in the practice, and made some remarkable cures.
—

Gre it opposition was made to his practice, by the doctors, and

all the false representations made about it, that they could invent

to prejudice the minds of the people against the medicine and

9top its being introduced among them. After this another plan

was got up to injure me; societies were formed in the manner

I had formed mine, and members mere admitted for (wo dollars;

the oulv information given them was to furnish each member

with one of the pamphlete, containing my directions, which had
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been stolen from a woman and rmblished at Portland, wiihout

my knowledge. In this manner my system of practice in the

hands and under the superintendence of thcfe who were en

deavoring to destroy me, became popular in Guilford and the

towns adjacent; and had become so important, that a general
invitation was given throughout the neighboring towns for Ihe

people to come and join them in the great improvement of re

storing the health of mankind. Thus did ihese professional

gentlemen tamper with my rights and the credulity of (be peo
ple, for the pitiful purpose of injuring me, by pretending to sell

all my information for two dollars, for which I asked twenty;
and m their hands called it honorable scientific knowledge.
After these trespasses had become open and general, and (lie

people had been invited to join it, my agent wrote me a let

ter giving information of the transaction, and I went there to

see to it; on my arrival I conversed with those who had pur
chased their rights of me or my agent; (hey informed me of (he

facts as above related, and said that (hey had been solicited to

join the sociely, that had been formed; and they wished my ad

vice, whether they should attend a general meeting which was

to be held in about a fortnight. I told them that (hey had bet

ter attend— they then asked me if they should be asked for in

formation what (hey should do about giving it; I (old (hem that

I thought people joined socieries (o get information and nol (o

give it. I employed an attorney to proceed against those who

trespassed, and have them punished according to law in such

cases provided and returned to Portsmouth.

In the month of February, 1815, 1 had an application to go
to Philadelphia and introduce my societies and system of prac
tice in that city. Thinking it not proper to go alone, 1 made an

agreement with Mr. John Locke to go with me; and after we

got every thing prepared, he started on the 7th in the morning
to go in the stage, and I chose to go by water, end sailed the

same day in a vessel for New York. We had along and tedious

passage, suffering very much from the cold. We had a gale of
wind which blew us off into the Gulph Stream, and we were

two hundred miles south of our port; on getting into a wsrmer

latitude the weather became warmer, when we were enabled to

get clear of the ice wi(h which the vessel was much burdened,
and could set some sail; and we arrived at New York after a

very rough passage of seventeen days.

During the passage one of (he crew had frozen his hands and

feci very badly, and when we got where theweather became
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Winner he was in the most extreme pain. He said that it seem

ed as though tho bones of hi3 hinds and feet were coming in

I i»iec33; his suffering was so great that the tears would run from

P
his eyes, and the sweit down h'w cheeks, with the pain. I was

P roq aesled by thi captain ami crow to do something to relieve

hi:n. I agreed to do tho best I could for him, in the cold and

comfortless situation we were in. There was no place to keep
a fire under elecks, and the weather was so rough that we could

seldom keep any i:i the caboose on deck. I was obliged to ad

minister the medicine according to my judgment in the best

manner I could. In the first place I procured handkerchiefs

and cloths enough to wrap his hands and feet up in several

thicknesses, (hen wet them well with cold water, and wrapped
his hands and feet as well as I could, wetting them with cold

water, and put him in his birth, covered well with blankets, and

give him the warmest medicine to take I had wilh me, and

repeated it to keep the inward heat sufficient to cause a free

circulation in the limbs; and if his hands and feet grew painful,
p aured cold water on tho cloths and continucel this Course of

tro itincnt, of keeping the inward heat above the outward, by
raising the one and letting dovvn the other, till I got the foun

tain above the stream; and in about two hours, freed him from

ail pain, to the surprise and astonishment of all ihe hands on

board. When 1 come to take off the cloths the blood had set

tled under the nails and under the skin, which came off without

any blister being raised, and before we arrived at New York, he
\\\:s able to attend his watch.

ft wis said by the captain and crew that this was the most

remark iblj cure they had ever known; and that if he had been

attended in the common form, he would have lost his toes if not

his feet, besides suffering much pain and a long confinement.

It will be necessary to remark that the greatness of this cure

consisted in itd simplicity; any person could have performed
the same, wlio had come lo years of discretion, by adopting the

s uno plan, and many times be ihe means of saving the amputa
tion of limbs. There is no mystery in il, the whole plan con

sists in keeping the determining powers to the surface, from the

fountain of the body, which is the stomach; from which all the .*.

limbs receive their support and warmth, and when you cannot

raise the fountain sufficient to give nature its proper course, you

must lower the stream, or outward heat, by keeping the heat

down on the limbs, and raising the inward heat,when there can

no mortification ever return from the limbs to the body, any

nor j than a log cm float against a stream.
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In the cc.zc above slated, before I began to do any (ling for

the man, I duly considered his situation; he had been almost

chilled to death by the extreme cold weather, so that his limls

had very little warmth from ihe body, not enough to I ring them

to their feeling, until the warm weather raised a lover on the

limbs faster than in the body, and in proportion as the heat in

the extremities is raised above that in the body, by applying hot

poultices or other similar applications, so much will the whole

system be disordered, and the parts that have been injured will

be extremely painful, and by a continued application of such

means, the lever or outward heat will increase by (he current be

ing turned inward, till mortification takes place, when (he limbs

have to be taken off to save life; and in most cases the body
has become so much disordered, that they die i.fter all. 1 his

may, 1 am confident, be avoided by understanding my plan of
treatment and pursuing it with zeal, particularly in all cases of

burns or freezing.
On my arrival at New York, I found Mr. Locke, who had

come in the stage, and had been waiting for me ten days. The

next morning we started in the stage for Philadelphia, where

we arrived that evening, and went to a boarding house and put

up for the night. In the morning, we went in search of Elder

Plummer, with whom I had engaged the fell before, to go to

Philadelphia; we found him in the course of the forenoon, and

he expressed much joy at our arrival. He preached a lecture

that evening and appointed a meeting at tho same place the

next evening for me; at which I altc-ndcd and gave a lecture;
there was a large collection of people attended this meeting,
and I gave a full'and explicit explanation of the principles upon
which my system is founded. There were two medical students

present, and while I was endeavoring lo give a view of (he for

mation of the animal creation out of (he four elements; that

heat was life, and cold death; and that (he blood was neccs=;.ry

to life, as being the nourishment of (he flesh, and in as much as

it was taken away, so much was life and health diminished; one
of them interrupted me and said, tliat cold was a premotion of

life, and that bleeding was beneficial (o preserve life also. 1

answered him by stating, that admitting his doctrine lo be Irue,

an. animal that had the blood taken from it and was frozen,
would be the liveliest creature in the world. This unexpected
retort caused a laugh and the two medical gentlemen left the

room. I then went on and concluded ihe explanations I wished
to make, which gave general satisfaction to the people present ;
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and sixteen signed the articles of agreement that night, to ob

tain the knowledge of the medicine and practice, lo whom I

engaged to give information by lectures. We remained there

about a week, in which time about twenty bought the right.
When we had completed our business at Philadelphia, we

went on to Washington, where we remained several days, and
had a view of the ruins of the public buildings, which had been

destroyed by the British, when they took possession of that city
about six months previous to our being there. While at the

capitol I had an interview with General Varnum, and some con

versation passed between us concerning the pipsisway, which
had been found useful in a case of cancer for which I attended

his wife when practising at Pclham in the year 1807. He said

that it having been found so useful in all cancerous cases, he

thought it ought to be published in the newspapers or almanac,
for the benefit of those who were afflicted with this dangerous
disease, and expressed a wish that I would do it. I told him

that I thought it would be better for him to publish it than for

me, and he consented; and the next year he published it in the

almanac, which was the cause of much specula! ion in this arti

cle, and of which I shall give some account m another part of

this work.

After staying in Washington a few days we went to Alex

andria, where we remained about a week, in which time I col

lected some cypress bark, which is known there by the name of

poplar, and what we call poplar, is by them called quakingasp,
on account of the constant shaking of its leaves. While at this

place I fell in company with Captain Davis, of Portsmouth, and

agreed to take passage with him and return to that place.—'

Arrangements were made for Mr. Locke to return by land ; and

I directed him to stop at Washington and get a copy of my

patent, then to go on to Philadelphia and remain there as long
as it should be necessary to give informathJh to those who pur

chased the rights, or any that should wish to purchase them

in that city, and after paying proper attention to them, to return

to Portsmouth. I then went on board the vessel and we set

sail; and after a long passage arrived safe at Portsmouth about

the same time that Mr. Locke got there.

During this summer I visited Eastport, Portland, Charlestown,
South-Reading, and other places where societies had been form

ed, or rights sold to individuals, to give information to the peo

ple; and in all places where I went, found the book of directions,
which had been clandestinely obtained and published by (he

K %

*
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doctors and others, to injure rne by stopping the sale of rights.
selling at 37i cents. I was under the necessily of putting
an advertisement in the papers, cautioning the people against
this imposition, which put a stop to their sale; but great pains
wete taken by my enemies to circulate them among the piople;
and this is the wry that some of my articles of medicine came

to be made use of through the country in colds, such as cay

enne, ginger, &c. In 1815, I published another edition of my
book of directions, and secured the copy right; but this was

reprinted at Taunton, and I advertised it as before, and stopped
its progress.
In the fall of the year 1815, 1 went to Cape Cod, to procure

some marshrosemary, and collected a quantity, carried it to

Portsmouth and prepared it for use. This is the hist time I

have collected any of this article, and as it becomes scarce,

think I shall not make any more use of it. It is too cold and

binding, without using a large share of bayberry bark and cay

enne with it, to keep the saliva free. I have found other articles

as substitutes, which answer a better purpose, such as hemlock

bark, which I have of late made use of, and found very g» od,
white lily roots, witch-hazle, raspberry leaves, and sumach ber

ries; the last article is very good alone, steeped and sweetened,
and is as pleasant as wine; it is good for children in cases of

canker, especially in long cases of sickness when oilier articles

become disagreeable to them.

In the spring of the year 1816, 1 went again to Cape Cod,
for medicine, and found that the spotted fever, or what was call

ed the cold plague, prevailed there, and the people were much

alarmed, as they could get no help from the doctors. I told

them I had come after medicine where they were dying for want
of the knowledge how to use it. They were desirous for me

to try my practice and satisfy them of its utiliiy. A young
man in the next house to where 1 was, being attacked with the

fever the day before, I went to see him, and the family expressed
a wish to have me try my medicine. I put a blanket round him

and put him by the fire; took a tea-spoonful of composition,
and added more No. 2, and as much sugar, put it in a tea-cup,
and poured to it a wine glass of hot water, when cool enough
to take, added a tea-spoonful of the rheumatic drops; he took

it, and in fifteen minutes was in a free perspiration—he was (hen

put in bed and a hot stone wrapped in wet cloths put to his feet

to raise a steam. I then left him in the care of his friends, with
ame medicine to be given during the night; they kept the per
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spiration free all night, and in the morning, heat had gained
the victory, the canker was destroyed, and he was comfortable

and soon got well.

I attended three other persons in one house, who had been

sick a longer time; and had taken other medicine, so that it was

more difficult to cure them. I steeped No. 3, and poured off

half a lea-cup full and sweetened it, and added half a tea-spocn-
fal of No. 2, when cool enough to take, put in one tea-spoonful
of No. 1, and gave it to each of the patients, repeating it (hree

times, whether they puked or not in that time—kept a hot stone

wrapped in wet cloths at their feet, to keep up a steam; while

they were under the operation of the puking and sweating, gave
them as much cider or water to drink as they required. When

they had done vomiting, gave milk ponidge freely. As soon

as they had done sweating, and their strength had returned, got
them up and steamed them as long as they could bear it; then

rubbed them over with spirits, water or vinegar, changed their

clothes, and they went to bed, or sat up as their strength would

permit. I will here remark for the information of the render,
that when the patient is so bad as not to be able to get up, Ibey
must be steamed in bed as hot as they can bear it, then set them

up on end, and rub as before mentioned, change their clothes
and bed clothes. This last direction is important to be attended

to, for if their own clothes are changed without changing the
bed clothes, they will absorb a part of the filth that has been

discharged through the pores and add to what remains of the

disorder. This precaution is all important in every case of

disease, and should be paid particular attention to, in order to

guard against taking back any part of what has been thrown off

by the operation of the medicine. The nurse or those who

attend upon the sick, are also in danger from the same cause,
and should be particularly careful to guard against taking the

disorder by breathing in the foul vapour, from the bedclothes,
and standing over the patient when under the operation of the

medicine, the principal effect of which is to throw off by per

spiration and other evacuations, the putrefaction that disease has

engendered in the body. To guard against this, take some hot

bitters and keep a piece of ginger root in the mouth, occasion

ally swallowing some Of it, when most exposed ; also take a tea

spoonful of Nos. 2. and 3, steeped in hot water, when going to

bed-; one ounce of preventative in this way, is better than a

pound of curewhen sick.
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After relieving these four cases, I was sent for to attend a

woman, who had beeh sick for a long time: I declined attend

ing any more unless they would buy the right— this displeased
her so much, because I was not willing lo practice and cure all
of them for nothing, that she abused me for my declining to

attend her. Two men bought the right, and they asked mc

how much I would take for the right of the whole town. I

offered it to them for the price of twenty rights; but they said

that the sickness had so much abated that the alarm was ne-.irly
over, and declined my offer. This disease first appeared in

Eastham the forepart of February, in which month 27 died, in

March, 14, and 5 in April, making in the whole 46 in three

months in this place. I left some medicine with (hose who

had purchased the rights and returned to Boston.

Within a week after my return from Cape Cod, I received a

letter from Eastham to come there as soon as possible; I (cok a

stock of medicine and went on there as quick as I could; and

on my arrival found that the fever had again made its appear
ance among the people, with double fatality. I soon found

enough ready to purchase the twenty rights, for which 1 had

offered to sell the right of the whole town. I attended on many
of those who had the disease, in company with the two men

who had purchased the right of me when here before, and

instructed them how to carry the patients through a course of

(he medicine; and they attended and gave information to

others; when they cold meet together I gave information by
lectures ; those who got the information attended whenever they
were wanted. I pursued my usual mode of treatment, by ad

ministering the medicine to promote a free perspiration, and
when necessary steamed and gave injections, cleansed the sto

mach and cleared off the canker; the success in curing in this

alarming disease was very great. I staid about two weeks,
during which time there were attended with my medicine,
thirty-four cases, of whom only one died, the rest got well.

At the same time, of those who were attended by ihe regular
doctors, eleven out of twelve died, making in the whole up
wards of fifty deaths in a short time in this place, which was

about one twelfth part of the inhabitants that were at home.

The truth of the above statements is authenticated by the cer

tificates of the Selectmen of the town and other respeetable
inhabitants, which will be inserted in another part of the work.

During my st*v this time, I attended the husband of tho

woman who had abused me when here before, at the house of
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his sister; she came there while I was attending upon her hus

band, and treated me and him in themost abusive manner, saying
that she would sooner die than take any of my medicine, or
have any thing tojlo :with me. After she had vented her spite
to her own satisfaction, she went home, was taken sick on the

way, and was one of the last who died with the fever at this

time. The people generally treated me wilh kindness and

respect, and took great interest in my cause; and the success of

my system of practice in relieving them from this alarming dis

ease, gave universal satisfaction.

I formed those who had purchased the rights, into a society;-
and they chose a committee, whom I authorised as agents to

sell rights and medicine; but this caused a jealousy among the
rest of the members, who said I gave privileges to some more

than to others.

I have formed four societies and given them certain privileges,
by allowing them part of the profits on the sale of rights and

medicine; but as soon as there was any funds, it has always
created uneasiness among the members. Some of the ignorant
and selfish, would call for their dividends, as though itwas bank

stock, instead of feeling grateful for the advantages they enjoy
by having their diseases cured and their minds relieved from

the alarming consequences of a disease, with a trifling expense.

I have since altered my plan, and now have but one society.
Every one who purchaces a right for himself and family, be

comes a member ofthe Friendly Botanic Society, and is entitled

to all the privileges of a free intercourse with each r/ther, and

to converse with any one who has bought a right, for instruction

and assistance, by advice or otherwise, when called on hy a mem

ber. In this wiy much more g o I c n be done, and there vvill be

much more good will towards each other, (han where there

is any money depending.
I had now been in practice, constantly attending upon those

laboring under disease, whenever called on, for about thirty

years; had suffered muchbolh in body and mind, from (he per

secutions I had met with, and my unwearied exertions to relieve

the sick; and to establish my system of practice upon a perma

nent basis, that the people mioht become satisfied of its supe

riority over that which is practised by those styled regular phy
sicians ; putting it in their power to become their own physicians,

by enabling every one to relieve themselves and friends, from all

disease incident to our country, by m king use of those vege

table medicines, the produce of our own country, which are
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perfectly safe and easily obtained; and which, if properly under

stood, are fully sufficient in all cases of disease, where there

can beany chance of cure, without any danger of the pernicious,
and often fatal consequences attending the. administering (hose

poisons that the fashionable doctors am in the habit of giving
to their patients.
After having discovered a system, and by much labor nnd

constant perseverance reduced it to practice, in a manner lhat

hud given general satisfaction to all who had become acquainted
with it, and having secured the same by patent, in order that J

might reap some benefit from my discovery, to support me in

my old age,-!kving by a long series of attendance on ihe sick,
both' as physician and nurse, become almost worn out, I came to

the determination to appoint some suitable person, who would

do j-istice to me and the cause, as a general agent, to take the

lead in practice, and give the necessary information to those who

should purchase the rights, which would enable mo to retire

from practice, and receive a share of the profits as a reward

far my long sufferings. After considerable inquiry I beerme

acquainted with Eli as Smith, who was recommended as a man

in whom I could confide, and who was e\ cry way qualified as a
suitable person to engage in the undertaking. I found him in

Boston, and in every poor circumstances; having been for many

years a public preacher, but in consequence of his often chang
ing his religious principles and engaging in different projects
in which he had been unsuccessful, he was now without a soci

ety or any visible means of supporting himself and family, lie

readily engaged with me, and premised to do every thing in his

power, to promote my interest and extend the usefulness of my

system of practice.
I sold him a family right in December, 1816, and was in his

family during the winter, for the purpose of instructing him to

practice, to qualify him to attend upon the sick and give infor

mation to others. I put the utmost confidence in his honor and,
spired no pains in communicating to him, without any reserve

whatever, all the knowledge I had gained by my experience.
Doth by practice and verbal instruction; under the expectation.
that when he became sufficiently acquainted with the system and

practice, I should be rewarded for my trouble, by his faithfully
performing his duty towards me according to his promise. I

shall make no remark upon my being disappointed in all my

expectations in regard toMr. Smith's conduct, and thetreatmenl
5 received from him after he had gained a knowledge of tho
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practice from me, to enable him lo set up for himself; but shall

proceed to give a short account of what took place during my

connection with him.

The first case I attended with him was in his own family.—

His son had the itch very badly, so that he was nearly one half

of him one raw sore. They had tried ihe usual remedies with

out any benefit. I showed him the use of No. 3, to wash with,
fo stop the smartpf the sores; then took some rheumatic drops
and added about one fourth part of spirits of turpentine and

wished him with it; this is very painful when applied where

the skin is off; to prevent which mix with it some of the wash

made of No. 3; at the same time of applying the above, give
some of the composition^ especially when going' to bed; hnd

occasionally give about fifteen of the drops, shaken together, on

loaf sugar. By pursuing this treatment one week this boy was

entirely cured.

The next caso, which was the first we attended together out

of his house, was a young woman who had the ague in her face,

I showed him (he- whole process of curing (his complaint ;

which was done by putting a small quantity of No. 2 in a cloth,

and placing it between her cheek and teeth; at the same time

giving her some of Nos. 2 and 3 to take, and in two hours she

was cured.

I was constantly with him in practice from February till June ;

during which time we attended many bad cases with great suc

cess.

°

A Mrs. Grover came to his house to be attended, who

had the dropsy. She had been given over by her doctor as in

curable, and was so much swelled as to be blind, and her body

and limbs in proportion. Mr. Smith undertook her case under

my direction, and carried her through a course of the medicine

every day for nine d iys, and then occasionally once or twice a

week till she was cured She was thus attended under my in

spection for three weeks, and in four was entirely cured ; for

which she gave Mr. Smith about forty dollars. In this case I

did a great part of the
labor and he got the pay. About the

third time of carrying her through a course of the medicine, I

was absent; her symptoms appeared unfavorable, and he got

frightened ; a nurse woman, to whom I had given information,

and who had more experience than he had, came to his assist

ance, and by using injections relieved her. and prevented morti

fication, the circumstance of this woman proving that she

vis forward of him in information, seemed to fix in Mr. Smith's

mind a dislike to her ever after, as his subsequent treatment of

her will show, the particulars of which will be hereafter related.
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Another case was of a man that came to his house, who wat

in a declining way, and had taken a great quantity of physic
before he came, which \yould not operate. On taking my inc

dicine, as soon as he began to be warm, so as to cause motion

in his bowels, the physic he had letore taken operated and run

him down with a relax ; then the dysentery set in and he suffer

ed much with pain and had discharges of blood. I gave Mr.

Smith direclions to use injections, (o clear his bowqjp. of can
ker and prevent mortification; but he negleifeted it until I had

told him three days in succession. He then got alarmed and

sent for me; but before I arrived he had given an injection
which had relieved the patient. He remained and was attended

about three!W*peeks and went he>me in a comfortable stale of

health. This man paid Mr. Smilh about thirty dollars.
About the same time a man by the n me of Jennings applied

lo Mr. Smilh, whe had lost the use of one of his arms by the

rheumatism. He had been attended by the doctor for nine

months, and had been given over by him as incurable. His arm

was perished, and wns in poor circumstances, having paid call

he had to the doctor; he wanted relief, but stud he could pay

nothing for it unless he was cured, so that he could earn some

thing by his labor. Mr. Smith asked me if I was willing to

assist to cure him on these terms, to which I ygreed. We car

ried him through a course of the medicine and steaming twice

or three times a week for four weeks, when a cure wtis effected.

The last lime he w-s carried through was on election day, and

he expressed a wish to go on the Common in the afternoon, lo

which I gave encouragement. The medicine was done about

ten o'clock; he was then steamed and washed all over with pep

per-sauce. He complained bitterly of the heat and threw him

self on the bed; I took a tea-spoonful of good cayenne, ?nd

put in two spoonfuls of pepper-sauce and gave it him to take.

This raised the inward heat so much above the oulward, that in
two minutes he was comfortable; and in the afternoon he went

on the common. His arm was restored and he was well from

that time; he afterwards, as I have been informed, paid Mr.

Smith forty dollars for the cure.
AMrs. Burleigh came (o his house about this time, who had

the rheumatism very badly, so that her joikits were grown ou» of

pl> re; and I assisted in attending her. She had never taken

much medicine, which made it theoasier to cure her; as we

had nothing to do but remove the disease, without having to
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* ieir the system of poisonous drugs, as is the case in most of

th >s
• who apply for relief in complaints of long standing. She

wis cirried through the medicine several times and ^te u.el;
/ the list time I attended hor, and give the medicine three times

as usual, which rasied a lively perspiration and a fresh color,
showing an equal and natural circulation; but did not sicken

or cause her to vomit, a6 is the case most generally. I mention

this to show that the emetic qualities of the medicine will not

operite where there is no disease. She was then steamed and

washed, and went out of doors, being entirely cared of her

compliint.
Sometime the list ofApril or first of May, a woman that was

a relation of the nurse, who assisted Mr. Smith, and of whom
1 have before spoken, hired a room of him and moved into his

housn, and the nurse lived with her. She had more experience
lbui he had; I had put the utmost confidence in her, and she

had in many instances proved her superiority in a knowledge of
the practice over him. A singular circumstance took place, the

pirticulars of which 1 shall relate and leave the reader to make

I us own inferences. Sometime in May, while I boarded with

Mr. Smith, I lost my pocket book, which contained upw r Is of

thirty dollars in bank bills, and notes to the amount of five

hundred dollars. I made strict search for it, and advertised in

the papers, but have never gained any information of it or the

c intents to this day. It was in my coat pocket, and I could
think of no way in which I had been exposed, or could lose it,

except in his house. I lost it between Friday night and Monday
mornin^, during which time I attended a woman in his cham

ber, and sover.il times had my coat off, which appeared to me to
be the only tune tint it could be taken, or that I could fose it.

The only persons present in tlie room were Mr. Smith and his

wife, and the nurse; I had no suspicions of any person at (he

time. About ten days after, being alone with Mr. Smith, he

askeJ me if I ever mistrusted the nurse being dishonest. 1 told

him no, for if I had I should not have introduced her v.s a nurse.

H" then said that (here had been a number of thefts committed

since she had been in the house, both from him and other peo

ple, and nimed the articles and circumstances. He further

gii 1 that the girl who lived wi*h him had said that she thought
the nurse wis as likely to take my pocket book as to take the

things sho had undoubtedly stolen. The circumstances which

he related and the interest he seemed to take in ray loss, con

vinced me beyond a doubt that this woman had taken my pro
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perty. During this converastion with him, he said, that if she
did not move out of ihe house he would. Ihe consequence

was that the family moved out of his house, and I dismissed

the nurse from having any more to do with my practice. Since

Mr. Smith has taken to himself the le. d in my system of prac

tice, he has acknowledged, that he litis become conv incod beyond
a doubt, that this woman was not guilty of taking ihe things
which she had been accused of; without assigning any reason,

as I have been able to learn, for his having abtied his opinion.

During the time the above circumstances happened, his sen

Ira came home, after being absent about four years; but was i o|
treated with tint affection a child expects to receive in a father's

house, he was sent off to seek lodgings where he could. About

twelve o'clock he returned, not being able to obtain lodgings,
and called up a young man who boarded with Mr. Smith, m de

a bitter complaint, on account of the treatment he reoe ved fn m

his fither, which he attributed to be owing to the influence of

his mother-in law; he took a phial and drank from i', and soon

after fell on the floor. The young man being alarmed, .awaked

his father, and informed him of the circumstance; before he

got to his son he was senseless, and stiff in every joint. I was

in bed in the house, and Mr. Smilh came immediately to me,

and requested my assistance, said that he expected Ira had kill

ed himself. He showed me the phial rmd asked what hi.d been
in it—I (old him it had contained laudanum. 1 got up as soon

as possible and on going down, met Mr. Smith and the young
man bringing Ira up stairs. I directed them to lay him on the

hearth, and took a bottle from my pocket, which contained a

strong preparation of Nos. 1, 2, and 6—took his head between

my knees, his, jaws being set, and put my firger between his

cheek and teeth, and poured in some of the medicine from the

bottle; as soon as it reached the glands of his throat, his jaws
became loosed, and he sw llowed some of it—in five minutes

he vomited—in ten he spoke—in one hour he was clear of the

effects of the opium, and the next d; y was well. After ihis the

affection of the father seemed in some measure to return ; he

clothed him, took him io Taunton and introduced him into

practice as an assistant. He did very well till Ifis mother-in-law

arrived there, when a difficulty took place between them, "nd he

went off. His father advertised him, forbidding .all persons

from trusting him on his account. He was absent four years,

when he returned again to his father's house, and was received
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Bin the same cold and unfeeling manner as before, was not

allowed to stay in the house, but was obliged to seek an asylum
among strangers. He staid in town several days, became de
jected, in consequence, as he said, of the treatment he had met

with at his father's house, went over to Charlestown, took a

quantity of laudanum, and was found near the monument sense

less; w<s carried ,to the alms-house, where he died, and was

buried from there.-'

I continued with Mr. Smith, as has been before mentioned.

giving him instruction, till the first of June, when I appointed
him agent; with authority to sell family rights and medicine.

An agreement was drawn up and signed by bolh parties, in
which it wis stipulated, that I was to furnish him with medicine,
and allow him 2/5 per cent, for selling; and he was to have 50

per cent, for all the rights he sold; which was ten dollars for

each right, for giving the necessary information lo those who

purchased, and collecting the pay. His principal dependence
at this time was upon me and the practice, for his support. He

paid me one half of what he received for family rights as he

sold them. The first of July, I contemplated going home to

get in my hay; but Mrs. Smith, expecting to be confined soon,
wis very urgent that I should stay till after she was sick, which
detained me three weeks. I staid accordingly and attended

lwr thronoh her ""jkness, for which they gave me great credit
and praise at the lime. I then wenf home to attenii to my farm

aCt! £«' ;•• .•■'.' !i»y; after which t returnea i« Boston, and in the

fall went to Cape Cod, to attend to some business there, anel

on my return to Boston, I found Mr. Smith's youngest child

sick with the quinsy, or rattles; he had done all he could and

mven it over to die. The woman had taken charge of the child,
after he had given it up, and had given it some physic. When

1 saw the child I gave some encouragement of a cure, -and they
wore very desirous of me to do something for it. I told them

they had done very wrong in giving any physic, for it was

strictly against my orders to ever give any physic, in cases where

there was canker. They observed (hat there was ho appearance

of canker. I told (hem it would never appear when they gave

physic, for it would remain inside, till mortification decided the'

contest.

I began with the child by giving No. 2, which caused violent

slrugcrlr>s and roused it from the stupid state in which it had

laid, until the moistere appeared in the mouth; (hen gave some

No. 3, steeped, and Nos. 1, and 2, to start the canker, and cause
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it to vomit. This soon gave relief. The wemen who wc;<*

present accused me of the greatest cruelly, because I biau^lt
(he child out of its stupid state, and restored its si nse of ftiiinr,

by which means the life of the child was saud. The next

morning its mouth was as white as paper with canker; they
were then all satisfied that I knew the chilli's situation Lot, and

that I had saved its life. I considered the child so ninth

relieved, that the father and mother would be able to restore it

to perfect health, left it in their care and went out of town. I

returned the next day about neon, and found that ihe y had

again given it up to die; its throat was so filled with canker the. t

it had not swallowed any thing for four hours. I was in si s-

pense whether to do any thing for the child or not ; but told the

father nnd mother I thought if it was mine, I would not give it)

up yet; they wished me to try. I look some small quills frcm
a wing, and stripped them, except about three quarters of an

inch at the point, tied several of them together, which made a

Bwab, dipped it in canker tea, and began by washing themculb;
(hen rinsing it with cold water—then washed with the tea again,
putting the swab down lower in tie throat which caused it to

gag, and while the throat was open, put it dawn (he swallow,
and look oft* scales of canker, (hen rinsed again with cold water.

Soon as it could swallow, gave some (ea of No. 2, a tea-spcon-
ful at a time, cud it soon began to struggle for breath, and Lp-

peared to be in great distress, similar to a drowned person com

ing (o life. In its, sii'ugjri'mg for breath discharged considerable

phlegm from its nose and mouth; I then gave some more of

the emetic with canker tea, which operated favorably; in two

hours it was able to nurse and it soon got well, to the great joy
of the father and mother, who said that the life! of the child

wes saved by my perseverance.
Soon after thi3 child got well, which wrs in the fall of the

year 1817, Mr. Smith moved to Taunton. Previous (o his

removal a man from (hat place by the name of Eddy applied to

him to be cured of a bad humor, caused by taking mercury.
I assisted in attending upon him part of (he lime. Mr. Wraith

began with him, and on the turn of the disorder, Ihe mm and

uhe got frightened and sent for me. He had been kept as hot as
he could bear, with the medicine, for six hours, which increased
die heat of the body sufficient to overpower the cold, the heat

turned inward and drove the cold on the outside; this produces
such a sudden change in the whole system, that a person unac-

rjua.nted with the practice would suppose they were dying; but
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there is no danger to be apprehended, if proper measures are
taken and persevered in by keeping up the inward heat. In

such cases steaming is almost indispensable; for which reason I

have been obliged to steam the patient in most cases where the

complaint has been of long standing, especially when much

mercury has been taken, as nothing will make it active but heat.
This man soon got well and returned home.

I furnished Mr. Smith with a stock of medicine, and in the

winter paid him a visit, found him in full practice and Mr. Eddy
assisting him. I carried with me a quantity of medicine,
renewed his stock, and stored the remainder with him. He had

sold several rights, and was very successful in his practice,
which caused great alarm among the doctors; they circulated
all kinds of false and ridiculous reports about his practice, to
break him up; but not succeeding, they raised a mob and twice

broke open Mr. Smith's house, in his absence, and frightened
his family.
In the spring of this year Mr. Smith moved to Scituate, to

preach there and attend to practice; and the medicine left with

him, I consigned to Mr. Eddy by his recommendation. The

amount of the medicine was about one hundred dollars, and I

sent him a note for twenty dollars, which he collected, and

afterwards went off, and I lost the whole amount. During this

season I went to Plymouth to visit some there who had bought
family rights, and returned by the way of Scituate, in order to

visit Mr. Smith, look over his books, and have some settlement

with him. I had let him have medicine as he wanted it, trusting
him to give me credit for what he sold or used. I think he had

criven me credit, so that the balance due me at this time, for

what he hid, was four hundred dollars. He was unable to pay

me any thing and I returned to Boston.

Mr. Smith afterwards removed his family to Boston, and in

tlie fall of the year 1818, he said that he was not able to pay me

any money; but he would let me have such things as he could

spare. I was disposed to be as favorable towards him as I could

and took what he chose to offer at his own price. He let me

have two old watches, at one hundred dollars, and an old mare

at eighty, which was for medicine at cash prices. I gave him all

the chance of selling rights and medicine, in hopes that he

would be able to do better by me. I often had requested him

to deliver lectures on my system of practice, as this had been a

favorite object with me in appointing him agent; but never

could prevail with him to do any thing in that way. Another
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important arrangement I had made with him was, llml he \vr-

to assist me in preparing for the press, a work to contain a nar

rative of my life, and a complete description of my whole sys

tem. I had written it in the best manner I could, and depended
on him to copy it off and prepare it in a correct manner to be

printed; but he put me off from time to time, and was never

ready to attend to it. All this time 1 never had aiy suspicion
of his having a design to wrong me, by usurping the whole lead

of the business, and turning every thing to bis own advanti go.
I continued to keep medicine at his house, which he had free

access to, and took it when he pleased, giring me credit fir it

according to his honesty. There was two or three thousand

dollars worth at a time, in the house. lie charged me three

dollars per week for board, for ail the time 1 was at his house,

after he returned from the country; and he had given me credit

for only eighty dollars for medicine the year past. On a settle

ment with him at this time, (1819) he owed me about four hun

dred dollars; I asked him for a due-bill for the balance, but he
refused to give one—and said that Mr. Eddy had received two

hundred dollars worth of the medicine, for which he had receiv

ed nothing, and he ought not to pay for it. I agreed to lose one

half of it, and allowed one hundred dollars the same as if I

had received cash of him. I took a memorandum from his

book of what Was due me, which was all I had for security.—

In the fall of the year 1820, I had another settlement with Mr.

Smith, and lie owed me about four hundred dollars, having re

ceived no money of him the year past. He told me that all the

property he had was a horse and chaise, and that if I did not

have it somebody else would. I took the horse and chaise at

three hundred dollars, and the hundred dollars I agreed lo al

low en Mr. Eddy's account,made us, according to his accounls,
about square, as to the medicine he had given me credit for.—

He made out a statement of fifty-seven family rights that he

had sold at twenty dollars each, twenty-three of which he had

never paid me any thing for; his plea for not paying me for them

was, that he had not received his pay of those who had bought
them. His agreement wilh me was, thai he should account to

me for ten dollars, for each right sold, and he was to have ten

dollars each for collecting the money and giving the necessary

information to the purchasers.
In the winter ef 1819, I went to Philadelphia, and previous

to my going made arrangements with Mr. Smith to publish a now

edition of my book of directions; we revised the former «#-



OF SAMUEL THOMSOV. 1C7

tion and made such additions as we thought would Le necessary

to give a complete and full description of my system, and the

manner of preparing and using the medicine; and I directed

him to secure the copy-right according to law; I loft the whole

care with him, to arrange the matter, and have it printed. On

my return to Boston in March, he had got it done : but in a man

ner very unsatisfactory to me, for he had left out twelve pages

of the most useful part of the remarks and directions, and it

was otherwise very incorrectly and badly printed. I asked him

the reason of th;s, and he said a part of the copy had got mis

laid, and the printer had not done his work well. I had no idea

at the time, that he had any design in having this pamphlet

printed in the manner it was; but his subsequent conduct would

justify the belief, that he had previous to this, formed a plan to

usurp the whole of my system of practice, and turn eveiy thing
to his own advantage; for he has since attempted to satisfy the

public that my system was no system; and has brought forward

this very book, which was printed under his own inspection and

arranged by him, as a part of his proof that I was incjpable of

manaaing my own discoveries, and of communicating the ne

cessary information man intelligible mrnnerto
make my system

of practice useful to those who purchase the rights. It is a

well known fact, that some of the most essential parts of the

directions was to be verbal; and I had allowed him ten dollars

each, to give the proper instruction to all those to whom he sold

the rights.
Another circumstance lhat I have recently found out, goes to

show a dishonesty in design, to say ihe least of it. He depos

ited the title-page of the above mentioned pamphlet, anel ob

tained a certificate from the clerk, in ihe name of Elios Smith

as proprietor, and caused it to be printed in the name of Samuel

Thomson as author and proprietor. What his intentions were

in thus publishing a false certificate, I shall not attempt to ex

plain; but leave the reader to judge for himself. If I had

been taken away, he possibly might have come forward and

cl imed under it a right to all my discoveries, and eventually

to substitute himself in my place as sole proprietor. From that

time he neglected the sale of rights, and turned his attention

mostly to practice and preparing his own medicine. During (he

summer of 1820, he employed Mr. Darling to assist him in

practice and prepare medicine, and
while with him he prepared

thirty-eioht bottles of the rheumalic drops,
which by agreement

he was to have of me; he also directed him to take the mate,-
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rials from my stock, which was in his house, and prepared twenty
five pounds of composition, and this was kept a secret Iron: me
The reason he gave Mr. Darling for not having medicine of me

according to his agreement, was, that he owed me so much now

that he was afraid he should never be able to pay me. 1 thought
his taking the preparing and selling my medicine to himself,
was a very singular way to pay an old debt.

In May 1820, Mr. Smith collected together those in Boston

who had bought rights of me or ray agents, and formed them

into a society, under a new name; he wrote a constitution,
which they signed ; and the members paid one dollar entrance

and were to pay 124 cents per month assessment, for which he

promised them important instructfons and cheap medicine.—

He was appointed president and treasurer, and after he bad ob

tained their money, the meetings were discontinued and the so

ciety was broken up in the course of nine months. In this he

appears to have taken the lead of all those who had purchased
the rights of me and make them tributary to himself.

In November I returned from the country and found that he

had advertised, without my knowledgeor consent, in the Herald,
a periodical work published by him at that time, "proPosa's for

publishing by subscription, a book to contain the whole of the

system and practice discovered by Samuel Thomson, and se

cured to him by patent—The price to subscribers to be five dol

lars—By Elias Smith." This mostly stopped the sale of rights,
for no one would purchase a right of me or my agents, at twenty
dollars, when they had the promise ofthem at five. I went to him

to know what he meant by his conduct, in issuing these propo

sals; he plead innocence and said he had no improper design is

doing it.

I was now under the necessity of doing something, in order

to counteract what had been done by Mr. Smith, in publishing
the above proposals: and came to the determination to issue

new proposals for publishing a narrative of my life as far as re

lated to my practice, with a complete description of my system
of practice in curing disease, and the manner of preparing and

using the medicine secured to me by patent; the price to sub

scribers to be ten dollars, including the right to each of using
the same for himself and family. Mr. Smith undertook to

write the proposals and get them printed ; after they were struck

off, I found he had said in them, by Samuel Thomson and

Elias Smith; all subscribers to be returned to him. I asked

him what he meant by putting his name with mine—he said in



OF SAMUEL THOMSOX, 1*9

order to get more subscribers. I said no mere about it at that

time, and let them be distributed.

When I settled with him the lust time, I asked him what ho

would (barge me (o prep. re my manuscript for the press; he

said lie thought we werelto write it together; I asked him whi.t

miJc him think so; he snid because his name was en the pro

posals wilh mine; I admitted this—but told him the reasons he

had assigned for putting his name to it wrihout my consent or

knowledge. He then intimated that he thought be was to be a

[) 1 nor wilh me, I asked him what I ever nad of him to entitle

him to an equal right to all my discoveries. To this he made

no reply; butsiid he would write it, and we would agree upon
a price afterwards— I (old him no— I must know his price fist.
He said he could not tell within fifty dollars. I then told him

we would siy no more about it. This convocation, together
with his conduct in regard to the proposals, convinced me be

yond all doubt, that his design w; s (o destroy me and take the

wjiole business to himself I felt unwilling to trust him any

longer, and took oil my hordes and manuscripts from his house.

Hisa-m-iT-M-eni; conduct towards me has fully justified all my

suspicions, and left no room for a doubt, that ids mrertiiops <*»-.*»

to take every advantage of me in his power, and usurp my wholo

system of practice.
My system of practice and ihe credit of my medicine, were

never in a more prosperp}U,s, condition, then when I began with

T.lr. Smith, to instruct him in a knowledge of all my discover

ies and experience in curing disease; and appointed him agent.
The people wherever it became known, were every day becom

ing convinced of its utility, and the medicine was in great de

mand—family rights sold readily, and every thing seemed to

promise.complete success in diffusing a general knowledge of

the practice among all classes of the people; but under his

management, the whole of my plans have been counteracted,

and my anticipations in a great measure have been frustrated.

By his conduct towards me, in his attempt to take the lead of

tha practice out of my hands', and destroy my credit with the

public, has not only been a serious loss to me in a pecuniary

point of view, but the people at large are deprived of the bless-

inrrs that might be derived by a correct knowledge of my dis

coveries; and have in their power to relieve themselves from

sickness and pain with a trifling expense, and generations yet
u-nborn be greatly benefitted thereby.
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I tried to get a settlement with Mr. Smith, for the medicine

he had prepared and sold, and also for the righls he had not ac
counted to me for, with the affairs that remained unadjusted be

tween us; but could not get him to do any (lung about it—and

finding there was no chance of obtaining an honorable se( de

ment with him, about the first of February, 1821, 1 look all my

medicine from his house, and discontinued all connection or

concern with him. I was then, after waiting.about four years
for him to assist me in writing, which was one of my greatest

objects in appointing him agent, obliged to publish a pamphlet,
in which I gave some of the principles upon which my system
was founded, wilh explanations and direclions for my practice,
and also to notify the public that I had appointed other agents,
and caution all persons against trespassing on my patent.
He continued to practice and prepare medicine, bidding me

defiance. I made several attempts to get an hemorable settle

ment with him, without success. I employed three persons to

go to him and offer to settle all our difficulty by leaving it to a

reference; but he refused to do any thing; continued to tres

pass, and made us of every moano "«o des'roy my character by
abusive anu i ise reports concerning my conduct, both in regard
lo my practice and private character. Finding that I could get
no redress from him, I put an advertisement in the papers, giv

ing notice that I had deprived him of ?H authority as my agent;
and cautioning the public against receiving any medicine or in

formation from him under any authority of mine. He "it-oort"-

leel his diligence in trespassing, and prepared the medicine and

advertised it for sale under different names from what I had call

ed it. I found there was no other way for me to do, but to ap

peal to the laws of my country for justice, and brought an ac

tion against him for a trespass on my patent, to be tried at (he

Circuit Court, at the October term, 1821. The action was con

tinued to May term, when it was called up and the judge de

cided that the specifications in the patent were improperly made

out, not being sufficiently explicit to found any action upon. In

consoqrence of which, I had to become non-suited, and stop all

further proceedings sgainsi him, till I could make out new spe
cifications and obtain a new patent from the government.
Mr. Smith has lately published a book, in which he has given

my system of practice, with direclions for preparing and using
the vegetable medicine secured to me by patent, and mv vhn of

treatment in curing disease as far as he knew it. In the whole

of this work there is not one principle laid down, or one idea
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.-.uggested, except what is taken from other authors, but what he
has obtained from my written or verbal instructions; and slill

he has the effrontery to publish it to the world as his own dis

covery, without giving me any credit whatever, except he has

condescended to say, that ''Samuel Thomson has mnde some

imperfect discoveries of disease and medicine, but has not re

duced any thing to a regular system." This assertion will ap-

pe?r so perfectly ridiculous to all ihose who have any knowledge
of ray practice, that I shall forbear making any comment upon
it. It is true that he had made alterations in the names of some

of the preparations of medicine; but the articles used and the

manner ~f using them is the same as mine. It is also a well

known fact, that he had no knowledge of medicine, or of cur

ing disease, until I instructed him; and if what he says be true.

the effect has been very remarkable, in as much as his magneti-
cal attraction has drawn all the skill from me to himself, by
which he has taken upon himself the title of physician, and
left me nothing but the appellation of Mr. Thomson, the imper
fect projector.

I have been more particular in describing Mr. Smith's con

duct, because it has been an important crisis in the grand pi n
for which I have spent a great part of my life, and suffered much,
to bring about; that of establishing a system of medical prac

tice, whereby the people of this highly favored country may
have a knowledge of the means by which they can at all times

relieve themselves from the diseases incident to our country, by
a perfectly safe and simple treatment, and thereby relieve them

selves from a heavy expense, as well as the often dangerous con

sequences arising from the employing those who raake use of

poisonous drugs and other means, by which they cause more

disease than they cure; and in which I consider the public as

well as myself have a deep interest. I have endeavored to make

a correct and faithful sr tement of his conduct, r.nd the treat

ment I have received from him; every particular of which can

be substantiated by indisputable testimony if necess ry. I now

appeal to the public, and more particularly to all who have been

benefitted by my discoveries, for their aid and countenance, in

supporting my just rights agajnst all encroachments, and se

curing to me my claims to whatever of merit or distinction I

am honorably ind justly entitl d. While I assure them that I

am not to be discour ged or diverted from mv grand object by

opposition, or the dishonesty of those who deal deceitfully with

me; but shall persevere in>nll honorable and fair measure* (o ac

complish what my rife has principally been spent in fulfilling
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ADDITIONS TO SECOND EDITION—Nov. 1Mb.

Since the first edition of my narrative was published, some
circunis!. incos have occurred, which I think worth relating; and

shril, Ih^refore, continue lo give the reader an recount cf all

those tilings relating to my system of practice, and ihe success

it has met wilh, up to the present lime.

After having failed in my attempt to obtrin justice, by pros<

outing Elics Smith for trespass, as has been before related, I

found it necess iry to adopt some new plan of procedure in order

to meet the universal opposition I have in all cases met with,
from not only the medical faculty, but from all those who be

long to what are called the learned professions. Judge Story
decided that the action could not be sustained, because the spe
cifications in my patent were not so explicit as to determine

what my claim was. He said it contained a number of recipes
which no doubt were very valuable; but I did not say what part \

of it 1 claimed as my own invention. How far this opinion was '

governed by a preconcerted plan to prevent me from maintain

ing my cl am as the original inventor of a system of practice,
and proving its utility in a court of justice, it would not be pro
per for me to siy; but I have an undoubted right to my own

opinion on the subject; besides I had it from very high author

ity at the time, that this was the foct, and that I should always
find all my efforts to support my claim, frustrated in the same

manner. When I obtained my patent, 1 had good legal advice
in making out the specifications, besides it was examined and 1
approved by the Attorney General of the United States; and it

was said at the time of the trial, by several gentlemen learned

in the law, to be good; and that (he very na(ure and meaning
of the patent was, that the compounding and using the articles
specified in manner therein set forth, was what 1 claimed as my
invention.

There was, however, no other way for me to do, but to obtain ^

another patent; and immediately after the above decision, I set ■

;

about getting one that would meet the objection (hat had been

made to the first. In making new specificarions, I had the as

sistance of several gentlemen of the law and others, and every

precaution was taken to have them according to law; but wheth
er my second patent will be more successful than the first, time
must determine. It embraces the six numbers, composition or i

vegetable powders, nerve powder and the application of steam i

io raise perspiration; and to put my claim beyond doubt, I ad- J
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rieJ at the end as follows, viz:—"The preparing and compound

ing the foregoing vegetable medicine, in manner as herein de

scribed, and the administering them to cure disease, as herein

mentioned, together with the use of steam to produce perspira

tion, I claim as my own invention." My second patent is dated

January 28, 1823.

In obtaining a patent, it was my principal object to get the

protection of the government agiinst the machinations
of my

enemies, more than to take advantage of a monopoly; for in

selling family rights, I convey to the purchaser the information

rrained by thirty°years practice, and for which I am paid a sum

of money as an equivalent. This 1 should have a right to do if

there was no patent in the case. Those who purchase the right

have all the advantages of my experience, and also the right to

the us-, of the medicine, secured to me by ptitent, and to the

obtaining and preparing it for themselves, without any emolu

ment to me whatever. And in all the numerous cases where I

have sold rights, there has been very few instances where any

objections hive been made
to paying for them, where notes had

been, iven, and these were by those who had been persuaded

by meli opposed to me and my practice and who had .nterested

views in doing all the injury they could; but where; suit have

been commenced to recover on notes given for righ's, it has

been decided that the demand is good m law, and thet plea set

up of no value received, is not valid; because the mf
™;

Uon

fff -d the^r^^j^sa£?s
^tZ^Jto^^*™ ** o- experience
person p. s^.*.^ why he should not have a

alfco^ac" made 1. «d> case, should no. be bmdmg, prov.ded

having no authority from me, and have not a c

^-^
of the subject; but

are i imperii* *f^' Xt-naent of the
to the injury of their orients^^^T^n to be

credit of my^system
,

JP"^^ttc% She cure;

cai^^n exaggerated accounts
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dice the minds of the people sgainst me. Whenever I agam

make an attempt to vindicate my rights, by appealing to the

laws of my countiy, I am determined, if possible, to take such

measures as shall give me a fair chance to obtain justice. All

1 ask is to have jk'fiir opportunity to prove my medicine to be

new and useful, which is all the law requires to make ihe patent
valid. In doing this I shall spare no expense to have ihe most

able counsel in the country engaged, and shall not stop at any

decision against me, till cairied io the highest judicial tribunal

in the country.
It is a matter of much gratulation to me, and a balm for all

my sufferings, that my system of practice is fast gaining ground
in all parts of the countiy. The people wherever it is intio-

duced, take a lively interest in the cause, and ftmily rights sell

rapidly; and all who purchase give much credit to the superior
and beneficial effects of the medicine above all others. The

prejudices of lliose who have been opposed to it seem to be fast

wearing away before the light of reason and common sense.

A number of gentlemen eminent for their scientific researches

and usefulness in society, have become advocates for (because;
and although they may not be perfectly converted so as to give
up all their former opinions, yet (hey allow that the system is

ingenious and philosophical, and|(hat the practice is new and safe.

In introducing my new mode of practice to the people of this

country, I have never sought the patronage or assistance cf the

great; and the success it has met with has been altogether
owing to its owm merit. There has been no management, or

arts, used to deceive or to flatter the vanity of any one ; but in

all cages have endeavored to convince by demonstrating the

truth, by the most plain and simplemethoefof practice, to effect
the object aimed at, and to cure disease by such means as I

thought would cause the least trouble and expense. This pro

bably has been one of the greatest causes of the opposition I
have met with from (he people; for they have so long been in
the habit of being gulled by designing men, and the ostenta

tious show of pcmpous declarations and high sounding words,
liacRed by the recommendations of those they have flattered
and deceived, that nothing brought forward in a plain and sim

ple dress seems worthy of notice. If I had adopted a more

deceptive plan, to suit (he follies of (he (imes, I mil hi have
been more successful; but i am satisfied I should have been
less useful.
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There is one thing which I think cannot be matter of doubt,
that I have been the cause of awakening a spirit of inquiry

among the people of this country, into the medical practice and

tho fashionable manner of treatment in curing disease, from

which grc.t beioflts will be derived to the community. Many1
new contrivances and plans have been introduced by different

nmn. by the use of vegetables, which unquestionably have taken

their origin from my practice. When I began to make use of

steim, a great deal of noise was made about it throughout the

country, and I was called the Steaming and Sweating doctor by
way of ridicule. It was even stated by the doctors (hat I

ste lined and sweat my patients ,to death. This no doubt led

sum? ingenious mon to investigate the subject by experiments,
anil on discovering that it was useful in restoring health to the

afflicted, particuhrly in scrofulous complaints, different contriv

ances have bva introduced to apply steam to the sick. .len-

n tug's v mar bath was highly recommended arJ considerably

usnlafo.v ynars ago; bat it h .s been found not to be safe in

cases whore" there is a high state of inflammation, without the

,Ho 0f m-, rnylicine to first produce an equilibrium in the sys

tem A mm bv the nime of Whillaw Ins lately Introduced what

he calls his medicated vapor bath, which has made considerable

Stir among the medical faculty,
It seoms that this Mr. Whithw, from what I can learn of him

from his publication, about six years ago,
went from this coun

try to En 1 ind, and there introduced a new sj stem of practice

and became celebrated hi curing all kinds of scrofulous com

plaints and diseases of the glands, by means of his method ot

amlyinT steam and the uso of decoctions from American
yege-

( ibleri
=

How he got his knowledge, or what first induced nun

to fix upon thistyan, I know not; but it seems as far as I can

understand him, that he has adopted my system of practice as

r-.r as he lias been able to get a knowledge
of if. He s ws some-

ihh,* abo.it gaining his knowledge from an Indian in this coun-

v "but. hi*i Li t,S stale to require any notice One of U.

r. 'it principle, upon w*ch my system is founded, «tthat al

rLPX originate! in obstructions in (he glancls, and if not

;.n vkl 1 , come, scrofulous; and the only remedy is to remove
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It appears that the above gentleman has met with great sne3

cess in England, a«d that he has had the support and patronage
of many of the first men in the kingdom, who have liberally
contributed td the support of an asylum for the cure of the"-

j>oor, and that his success has given universal satisfaction.—

And it also appears tint he has met with abuse from the medical

ficulty, both there and in this country. "ITiis was to be expect

ed, and is the best evidence of its utility. I feel no enmity
towards (hose who are benefiting by my discoveries, and it gives
me rniii'!) pleasure to think that I have been instrumental in

introducing a new system of medical practice, by which I feel

confident so much benefit will be derived, by relieving in a great

measure, the sum of human misery. But I think those genlle-
men who have gained any knowledge from my practicey for

which I have suffered so much for introducing, ought, in justice,
to allow me some credit for the discovery.

It has been my misfortune to meet with nol only opposition
m my practice, but to suffer many wrongs frcm some with whom

I have had dealings, r.nd this in many cases-whero those who

have attempted to injure me were among those that I considered
under obligations to me. I have related a number of cases in

the course of my narrative; but the disposition in many, still

seems to continue. In selling family rights, I have always been
as liberal to purchasers as they could wish, particularly where I

was convinced their circumstances made it inconvenient for

them to pay the money down; and have been in the habit of

taking notes payable at a convenient time. This has occasioned

tie considerable loss; but in most cases the purchasers have

shown a disposition to pay if in their power, have treated me

with a proper respect, and have been grateful for the favor; with

these I have been sitisfied, and no one ha3 had reason to com

plain of my want of generosity towards them. There have been

some, however, who have taken a different course, and have not

only refused to comply with their contract; but have, notwith

standing they have continued to use the medicine, lurned

against me and have tried to do me all the harm in their power.
Such conduct has caused me some considerable vexation and
trouble.

At the time I failed in my aitempt against Elins Smith, in
consequence of the decision rgainst the correctness of (he

specifications of my patent, as has been before related, I had a

number of notes for rights sold, among them were (wo against
a person, who had previously expressed great zeal in my cause;
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for a rig!i! for himself and one for his friend. During ftV

T-endin^of the trial, ho took sides with Smith; and after the

decision, c?me to the conclusion, or, as I suppose, was told by

Smith, that the notes could not be collected by law, and refused

to pay' the m I did not wish to put him to cost and therefore

let the business rest, in hopes he would think better of it and

nay rv» according to contract ; but after waiting until the notes

were m-.rly outlawed, and he still refusing to pay, I put one of

them in « tit. and the action was tried before the Boston Police

four' T!i3 defense set. up was, that the
contract was void ,

in

consequence of the
failure of the patent; and also that there

wis no wdiic received.

The trial was before Mr. Justice Orne, and was managed by

>Ir Mw for tho plaintiff, and Mr. Merrill, for the defendant.

Oi'this Hid, as on all others in which I have been engaged,

there soemed (o be the same fixed prejudice against me
and my

svstem of practice. The defendant's lawyer opened the defence

S?th n iHld simg about quackery, alluding
to the report ot

mv trial for murder, and that he was going to make out one of

he greatest case, of deception
and fraud ever known; but when

he came to heir the evidence in support of my claim, and the

veat "edit <riven to my medicine and practice, by many respect-

K£wd^osso he altered his tone very much
and I hope.became

ronvmcodof his erroneous impressions;
and seemed to abandon

££ n"?tof Hie clefonce, placing his dependence on the question

affect ,h0 P110";^^ in the specifications, which did not

nuence of an uitormmiy „„*? tn the contract. After

uebar me from^"^
this decision another hearing

was had,,z.n
with

t0 prove that
the^^^^JS^ioe wih safely ;

the necessary "f^^" ethe^■■ fo it *J proved that he had

but in this he faded together
tor K

p go

the privilege of.^.n»!^X tS o3^W«d that he

and had also ^.j^™^^. It was also proved that

did not improve it,
WM

J™
°*

tice of using the medicine in

he had been in the constant p^
ce o

& ^^ 1q

JtSr^



k38 NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE, tec

by the defendant to prove, as I presume, that I was not capable
of giving information on my own system of practice; but (his

testimony was so contradictory, to say the least of ii, (hut it did

more harm than good to the defendants cause. There was

r.lso a doctor of the regular order introduced in the defence:

but he seemed to know nothing about the praciice or the case i

before the court, and of course his evidence amounted to very \

little, as his opinion upon a subject that he knew nothing about.
'

was not of much value, and was very properly objected to by
the plaintiff's counsel.

In the course of the trial, a great number of gentlemen of
undoubted veracity, were brought forward to prove ihe utility
of my system of practice, who give the most perfect testimony
in its favor. Several staled, that they were so well convinced

of its superiority over all others, and they were so well satisfied

with the benefits they had derived from its use, that no sum of

money whatever would induce (hem to be deprived of a know-

iedge
©f it. Among the witnesses, an eminent physician of

Joston, who has on all occasions been very friendly and shown

a warm interest in support of my system of practice, voluntarily
came forward and gave a very fair and candid statement in favor

of its utility, the value of my discoveries, and the important
additions I had made to the Materia Medica.

The judge took several days to make up his judgment, and

finally decided in my favor, giving me the full amount of my

claim; thus settling the principle, that obligations given for

family rights were good in law. This was the first time I have

ever had a chance to prove the utility of my medicine and sys
tem of practice before a court of law; having always before
been prevented by some mansigement of the court.
A knowledge of the vdfeetable medicine (hat I have brought

into use in curing the diseases incident to this country, and what

the faculty call, my "mvel mode of practice,'''' is fast gaining
'

ground in all parts of the United States; but in no part of it
of late, has it been more completely successful, than in the state
of New York, notwithstanding the viralent opjiosition (he doc
tors in that state have made to its progress. They have suc

ceeded in getting a law passed by their legislature, to put a stop
to quackery, as they call all praciice, except by those who get a
diploma from some medical society established by law; depriving
all others the right of collecting their demands for medical prac
tice; nnd they have also gone one step fnrther than any other
state, by making it .penal for any one who is not of Jhe regular
order to sell medicme to the sick; imposing a fine of twenty-five



OF SAMUEL THOMSON H9

dollars on all who offend ; thus taking away from those who

are so unfortunate as to be sick, all . Jhe right of determining
for themselves, who they shall employ to cure them, or what

medicine they shall make use of. TheMedical Society ofPenn-

sylvani », made an attempt to get a similar law passed in (hat

state; but the good sense of Governor Shultze put a stop to it,
for which Im is entitled to great praise. After they had managed
to get it through the legislature, he refused to sign it, and re.-

turned the bill with his reasons; the principal of which was.

thai he considered it altogether unconstitutional; and it is to be

hoped that the enlightened statesman and scholar, now Gover

nor of New York, will use his influence to stop the interested

and monopolizing schemes of the medical faculty in that im

portant and enterprising stale.
The remarkable extension of the practice in the state of New

York, was in a great measure owing to accidenl ; and proves

what 1 have found to be the case in many other places, that

where it has met with the greatest opposition from the faculty,
the spread of a knowledge of its utility, has been the most

rapid and perminent. In the year 1821, my son, Cyrus Thom

son, who had settled in Ohipj was passing through the state of

New York, on a visit to his friends; while in M minis, he stop

ped to see a man, who I had authorised to practice, and while

there was requested by him to go and see two patients he had

been requested to attend; both of (hem had been given over by
the doctors as incurable. One of them was found to be past

help, very little was done for her, and she soon after died. The

other was cured by the use* of the medicine. The death of (he

above person was (aken advantage of by the doctors, who cir

culated a report that she was murdered by (he medicine (hat

had been given her. This produced a strong excitement among

the people, who knew nothing about the facts ; a warrant was

got through the influence of the doctors^ and my son and the

other man were arrested. My son was thrown into prison, and

Ihe other was pert under bonds of a thousand
dollars to appear

at the next court. The first, however, after laying in jail three

days was enabled to give bonds, also, for his appearance.

Being thus prevented from pursuing his journey, he set him

self down in the town where the above occurrence took place,

and went into practice. The persecutions of the faculty gave

him friends, as it led the people to inquire into their conduct,

and beinz satisfied of their motives, did all they could to pro

tect him And increase his practice. His success has been greater

than in any, other part of the country, the practice paving
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spread over a country of more than two hundred miles in ex«

lent; and his success in curing disease has been very great,

having lost but six patients out of nfteen hundred. This has

caused the faculty to follow up their persecutions in order to

drive him out of the country; but be is too firmly established

in the good opinions of the people for them to effect their ob

ject. I have another son established in the practice at Albany.

who has been very successful in introducing the knowledge of
it there; and a number of gentlemen of the firsf respectability
are taking a strong interest in promoting its success.

A writer has lately come forward and published a series of

numbers in the Boston Patriot, under the title of "Ecclectic,"
who appears well qualified, and seems disposed to do me and.

my system of practice juslice, by laying before (he people a cor

rect view of my case. This practice is now gaining a respecta
ble stand in all parts, and particularly in Boston, where Mr.

John Locke hrts lately established himself and is getting a great
run of practice. He has accommodations (o receive patients at
his Inusa, and is well qualified to give relief to the sick.

I shall now bring this narrative of those events and circum-

s'ances (hat hate taken place in my life, in which the public arc

interested, to a close; having s(ated every particular that I

thought worthy of being recorded, in as concise and plain a

manner as I was capable; and am not without a hope that my
rndeavors to promote the public good, will be duly appreciated.
Some certificates and statements of cases that have been at

tended uneler my system of practice, from these who have been

my agents, or who have purchased family rights and have had

long experience in the effects produced by a use of my medicine

are subjoined. They furnish much useful information on the

subject, and will convey a more correct view of Ihe success

which has attended the administering my medicine, and follow

ing the mode of treatment recommended by my system of prac-
*

(ice, (ban Could be given in any other manner, keference has f

been made to some of them in the course of the foregoing nar
rative, and their publication in the work seemed necessary, to

convey a correct knowledge of many statements therein given,
to show the safety and success with which various diseases have
been cured by others, who have had no other knowledge of me
dicine than the instructions received from me; and will, I trust,
he sufficient to satisfy every reasonable person hqjv easy it

would be for every one to become possessed with the means of
curinsr themselves of disease, without being under the necessity
of calling the aid of a physician.



OF SAMUEL THOMSON. \i-

CERTIFICATES AND STATEMENTS,
eoNci.aMxe; the treatment a.nd cure of disease, under

THE SY-TIJM OP PRACTICE DISCOVERED BV DR. P ValVEE

THOMSON.

The following documents have been voluntarily communi
cated to me by persons of respectable standing in sociely, as
evidence of their zeal in promoting a cause in which they lake
a deep interest; and on whom the most implicit reliance may
be placed, for veracity and a thorough knowledge of, the subject
upon which they treat. Theyjiave been selected from a mass

of evidence that might be produced in support of the utility of
(he system; in fact, cerlificates of the cure of individual case-:

might he obtained sufficient to fill a large volume, if throught
necessary ; but the following being accounts of the various kinds
of disease incident to our country, most of which were con

sidered desperate, (hat have been cured in different parts of (he

country nn 1 at. difforont times, and under a variety of circura-

Btancog, will givo a tolerable fair view of tlw success with which

the practico has been attended.

Ji remarkable case of Dysentery, in Jericho, Vermont, in Octo

ber, 1807.

In Sepfember of the year 1807, this disease prevailed, and

was very mortal, so that but two out of twenty two lived that

were under the care of the regular physicians. The disease

seemed to threaten general destruction; so that there were not

enough in health to attend the sick. The inhabitants of the

town held a consultation, as to the best mode of procedure, ind

agreed to send for Dr. Samuel Thomson, of Surrey, N. II. one
J hundred and thirty miles distant, which was accordingly done.

■ i In five days he arrived, and I was appointed to wait on him, and

[ ja'teud through the whole.

f- In three days thirty were committed lo his care, and in eight
davs, by Ihe use of Iris medicine, the town was clear ef the

disease, with the loss of Iwoonlv, who were past cure before he

saw them. JOHN PORTER.

We, the subscribers, citizens of the states of New Hampshire
and Massachusetts, certify—That we have for four years been

personally acquainted with Dr. Thomson, and his medicine, and
mode of practice, and do say, that wc have experienced the
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most safe and speedy relief from complaints common lo the im

habitants of this climate; such as Ilerniplegy, Consumptions,
Rheumatism, Choiic, Fevers, Slranguary, &c. And (hat we

are well satisfied with the benefit we and ouracquaintano.es have
received by being relieved from the above disorders.

ALEXANDER RICE, STSPflEM iNEAL,
JOHN RO'JERS, RlCHAllD RICE,
BENMNG HALL, HUNK IN LOUD,
JOSHUA JONES, THOMAS CLAPIIAM

This certifies—Thai I have Qom my infancy been afflicted

with the Salt Rheum, and for thirty years have had it very bad,

which from year to year has been growing worse. But by the

us3 of Dr. Thomson's medicines I have been entirely relieved,
and I believe radically cured.

ELIZABETH MARSHALL.

Portsmouth, May, 1013.

Extract of a certificate from Eastham, county of Barnstallc,
Muss, containing an account of Dr. Thomson's .Medicine.

In February. 1823, (he spotted fever first appeared in (he

(own; elcjht persons, heads of families, within one mile of each

other died in about thirty-six hours. In three houses, within

one fourth of a mile, ten persons died. In one house was a

mother and four children. Six physicians in this county at

tended, but to little or no purpose. Upwards of forty had died

by the first of May and but few lived who had the fever. In

this month Dr. Thomson was called on for assistance. He sold

(lie right of using the m:\licino to several individuals of the

town, and gave them liberty to administer the same to the sick. .

In the course of the month, the men who used the modicine, "\
relieve 1 upwards of thirty who were seized wilh this violent

disease, with the loss of but one. j

At the same time and place, (hose who were attended by the

regular physicians, eleven out of the twelve died.

The above is authenticated by the names of the following
persons:

PHILANDER SHAW, Minister of Eastham

OB ED KNOWLES, one of the Selectmen.

SAMUEL FREEMAN do.

HARDING KNOWLES, Justtci of the P ta e
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Certificate of the Postmaster of Eastham.

I do hereby certify lhat the above statement of mortality in

this town, and the success of Dr. Thomson's medicine, was

taken from a journal kept in my house, and is correct.

JOSEPH MAYO.

Agent for the Society, and Postmaster,

This certifies,' that at the early age of sixteen, I had a severe

attack of the Rheumatism, which so confined me to my bed,
that I could not bear to be touched or moved, but in the most

easy and gentle manner, being in exquisite pain at times and

ex'remely sore in every part of my frame. I continued n this

situttion about four months, and though I had the best medical

aid tho country afforded at that time, I received little or no bene

fit, till the opening of the season with its warming and refresh

ing influence ameliorated my distressing malady, and it gradu
ally wore away.

1 continued to experience every year similar attacks, though
less severe, of shorter or longer continuance, till in the year

1802 or 3, it returned again with unusual and alarming violence.
The best medical aid was employed, a depletive train of reme
dies prescribed, which I at once commenced, I was bled, and

the bleeding repeated for several days together; blisters were

applied; strong drastic purges often administered; and my regi
men very low and spare. Thus one intention of the physicians,
to wit: depletion, was accomplished, for I was greatly reduced

in less than three weeks, and my strength and spirits in the

same degree. And though my pains were removed in a great

measure, yet my weakness and debility, which were excessive,
seemed to be proportioned to my freedom (herefrom, so that 1

wras very far from a state of health. I was closely confined five

or six months, and it was about two years, before I could

attend to my usual avocations. But all that had been hitherto

done, by no means removed the cause of my complaint, for I

continued to be assailed in the same manner each successive

year, and confined for weeks together. Till in the year 1803,

I became acquainted with Dr. Samuel Thomson, and by a know

ledge of his medicine, its use, and the application thereof, I

have always been relieved when assailed, in (welve or twerty-

four hours to tho extent; and have suffered no other confine-

meat from my old malady, or any other, to the present time.

My family likewise have experienced the most beneficial effects
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from the same medicine, in all the complaints common to this

part of the country. I find it to answer ull the purposes that

medicine can answer, and were it generally used, ftnil its real

value known, chronic complaints which I and so many othois

have labored under, so tedious and distressing, would be ban-1
ished from the earth. * '

Many in the vicinity where I reside, whose cases were very
difficult and complicated, to ray own personal knowledge, hove

been restored to perfect -health by this medicine. jYteie than

twelve persons of a consumption I could particularly name; one

of a mortification, one of a dropsy, and one of numb palsy, and

others of divers diseases. The euros are truly extraordinary,
and what my ears never heard nor my eyes ever witnessed to be

done by any .other n.edicine. As health is the greatest earthly
blessing, from the highest good will to mankind, and for the

cause of suffering humanity, I wish its universal prevalence.
The mode of treatment is according io the case. If a slight

head ache, a pinch of vegetable snuff at once removes the pain.
If severejn addition to the snuffwe balhe the head with the rheu-

ma*ic drops. If it is obstinate, and the above application insuf

ficient, in addition to these, we administer a portion of the rheu

matic drops with No. 2, and seat the patient by the fire, shield

ed from the air bv a proper covering. This procedure rarely
fails of the desiredrintention; but should it, the case is serious

and demands a partial or full process of meelicine, which clean

sing the stomhoh and bowels, remove the cause of pain, and

these produce the desired effect. In case of pain in the sto

mach, side, or bowels, we give sometimes a portion ef the coin-

position, No. 3, or No. 2, with hot water; or from a tea-spoonful
to a groat spoonful of (he rlieumntic drops and bathe the part
with «he same; in cases of obstinacy, and where it is requisite,
let the patient ^o to bed and apply a hot stone to (he part,

wraoped up wi'h a cloth wet with vinegar, and repeat the dose.

But where (he patient chooses and is able, he sils by (he fire-

shielded from ihe air, as above stated. When in any case,
these lesser administrations fails, and in violent and abrming
at tacks, we commence the process by giving Nos. 1, 2 and 3,
one after another, or combining the whole and repeating tho

same two or three rimes, or more as the case demands, till a

thorm<_>h op
■<•-! don is performed, and in due time repeat the

process, till th- patient is convalescent.

ALEXANDER RICE

jittery,Nov. Wth, 1821.
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fhe undersigned having experienced the benefit of the medi

cine of our own country, discovered and used by Dr. Samuel

jriThomson, submit the following facts to the public, with the

kope that those who are suffering with disease may be induced

Ho adopt a course so simple and certain to effect a cure. In the

'latter part of the year 1810, many persons in this neighborhood
were afflicted with fevers or other fatal diseases, which baffled

the skill of the best informed physicians. Alarmed at the pro

gress which disease and death were making among us, some of

us with our friends, made an arrangement to send to Portsmouth,
New Hampshire, for Dr. Thomson, of whose skill and success

we had heard a flattering account. We carried our plan into

effect, and in the spring of 1811, Dr. Thomson came among us,

and succeeded in demonstrating the superiority of his system
of practice over every oilier. Five cases of consumption, sup
posed to be desperate were relieved in the course of three

weeks, and all of them restored to health, which they continue

to enjoy to this day. A case of the dropsy, considered hopeless,
was completely cured in one week. In consequence of the

success uniformly attending him, about one hundred of tho

people in this town and vicinity purchased of him the right
to prepare and use his medicine, for which he has obtained a

patent. From that time to the present, his medicine has been

in constant use with undiminished success, and increasing

patronage. In the time of the late war, when the dysentery
and other diseases incident to the camp, raged with a fatality
which the skill of the faculty could not arrest, many of the

soldiers applied to Dr Thomson and were relieved at their own

expense, in preference to having the array surgeons. For the

fever and ague we believe it to be an unfailing remedy. In

new countries it is invaluable, as it can be administered by any

one in the smallest degree acquainted with its use, without

danger to the patient. We are acquainted with many of the

difficulties with which Dr. Thomson has had to contend—the

interest of some, the ignorance of others, and the prejudice of

all, have continually assailed him. With the two first, every

new discovery will have to contend; experience of the good

effects of this system will finally overcome them all; no sick

person within our knowledge, who has given it a fair experi-

raeut, has ever given it up to seek other remedies. We wish

Dr. Thomson remunerated for his unwearied labors for the

relief of the diseased; and hope the United States will pur>
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chase the right, and promulgate a knowledge of the system for

the benefit of the whole community.
JOHN BURGIN,
JERRY BURGIN,
SOLOMON RICE.

Eastport, July 20, 1821. \

Eastport, Washington county. State of Maine, July 19, 1821.

John Burgin, Jerry Burgin, and Solomon Rice, who have

subscribed the foregoing, are well known to me; they are men

of respectability and entided (o full faith and credit.

I. R. CHADBOURNE, Justice of the Peace.

Eastport, July 14, 1821.

Doctor Samuel Thomson,
Sir—You inquire of me relative to the benefits I received

from the use of your medicine. I reply, that in February 1819,
I was attacked with a violent cold, which terminated in what I

as well as my friends considered to be a consumption— it being
a disease which has been fatal to many of our family. I con-'
tinued to grow worse until the following June, when I consid

ered my situation hopeless. The lasf of June you adminis

tered your medicine to me, which afforded me great relief. My
health has constantly amended, until it appears to be fully
established. I ascribe it under God, to the use of your medi

cine, and am your well wisher and friend.

I. R. CHADBOURNE.

Case of Seth Mason, Portland.
He was attended by Dr. Coffin of that place, but his situ-

tion becoming desperate (for the messenger said it was thought
he/muld not live two hours,) Dr. Thomson was sent for, and I
attended with him. We arrived at the house at about 1 1 o'clock
and -found 'be patient in the most anguishing pain and distress.
Dr. Thomson administered a portion of the rheumatic drops
and /repeated the dose. ♦ In about three hours the patient was
relieved -and freed" from pain. After this 1 attended him, and
carried him through a regular process of the medicine several

times/ and in about a fortnight he went out; but he soon experi
enced -a< tnost violent relapse, which again threatened his life.
I again applied the medicme in the usual form, which had so

favorable effect as to encourage a perseverance. In about three
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four months he was able to attend to his business, and now

r ijoys as tolerable a degree of health as could be expected,

^considering
the large quantities ol nitre he took previous to our

fceeing him. His head was much affected, and so sharp and
Facrimonious the matter discharged therefrom, that small bones
m came away eaten like a honey-comb. To relieve the distress of
f his head and to enable him to brealhe through his nose, which

was greitly swelled, I practiced steaming it with pepper sauce,

covering his head with a blanket, and pouring it on a hot stone

placed in an iron bason on a chair by the bed side. This caused

copious discharges of matter, some of which once fell into his

eye, which I apprehended would have destroyed it as quick as

vitriol, but for a counter application. He likewise discharged a

great quantity of putrid blood and corruption from his stomach.

His case was truly a desperate one, and his recovery exceeded

all expectation.
S. SEWALL.

Scarborough, January 9, 1822.

Case of Mrs. Sally Keating, Portland.
Her complaints arose frornt airing cold befoic or after lying in.

She had been doctored a whole year by the first physicir.r. i:i

Portland, and given over as incurable when I saw her. She was

much debilitated, and her left side, if I rightly remember, was
in a wasting, perishing state. After such a length of time, her
disorder became chronic, anel so confirmed as not easily to be

removed. In my first applications I administered the nerve

powder, syrup, rheumatic drops, and Nos. 2, 3 and 4. She took

three or four portions of one or the other of these medicines as
her case required in the course of the day. A tea-spoonful of
the powder to half a cup full of hot water sweetened, was the

quanrify taken at a time, and an equal quantity of No. 2,3 and

4, separately, was administered in the same manner, and about

a great spoonful of (he rheumatic drops, to a portion. The

intention of lliose applications was to quiet and strengthen (he

inrvis, and (o restore as f r as possible the digestive powers,

which had boon are illy impaired; nnd the success exceeded

expectation. This method was continued for sometime, till the

patient al last felt encouraged to try a regular course of the

medicine. When some warm medicine was given as prepara

tory; No. 3, was steeped and about half a cup full of thedecoc-

Itfm made strong and sweetened, to which wr.s added a tea-

^uoonful of Nos 1 and 2. was administered, and once or twice
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repeated in short intervals. After the operation was ovtr, (he

steam bath was applied, followed with the cold bath. The effect

was highly promising and salutary, and the whole process was

repeated seven or eight times at proper intervals; her decaying
side was surprisingly restored, and she was recovered to an

f xcellent state of health, which 6he enjoys to this day.
S. SEWALL.

Scarborough, January 1, 1822.

This certifies that for seventeen years past, I have been in n

very poor state of health, afflicted with a variety of complaints,
i s fevers, cholics, dysentery, &c. which left me in a low, linger
ing condition; and although I sought relief from every quarter
I could hear of, and employed ten or a dozen physicians of

celebrity, I could find no remedy, till in the year 1813, 1 had

recourse to Dr. Samuel Thomson's system and medicine, and

went through three courses thereof under the administration

and direction of Mr. S. Sewall, and was from that time able lo

go (o work, and have been ever since, by an occasional process
of the medicine. I became a purchaser of the information for

my family's use, seven in number, and find it so well (o answer

the purpose in all cases of sickness, that I have not since that

time been at a shillings' expense from any other source.

THOMAS SEAVEY.

Scarborough, November 2, 1821. ,

This certifies that my daughter Mary, from her infancy to (he

age of sixteen years, had been afflicted wi(h dispepsia, or indhS

gestion, to such a degree that her stomach would scarcely bear

ihe lightest kind of food. Application was made to medical

aid, but without any benefit, till September in the year 1811. she
was first under the care of Mr. S. Sewall, and was carried eight
times through the common process of Dr. Samuel Thomson's

medicine, which with the aid of his other remedies, reinovel
her malady, and restored her lo a sound state of health, which

she now enjoys. From this time I became a purchaser of the
information for the use of my jamily, thirteen in number, and

have had more or less sickness; but it has over answered the

purpose, nor have I had occasion to try any other medicine.

ISAAC DEEKINCi

Sea ■borough, November 2, 1821.
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This certifies, that for several years pafct, I have been afflicted

with the chronic rheumatism, and confined from my business

■eight or nine weeks together, and so very ill as to need watchers,

■ and could find no relief from the faculty. In the year 1813, I

W became acquainted with Dr. Samuel Thomson's medicine and

t found it beneficial. In the year following I experienced an

attick of my old rheumatic complaint, and was fully relieved

by a course of the above medicine. Finding it so valuable, I

have not for myself or family, used any other remedy from that

time to the present.
JOB SEAVEY

Scarborough, November 6, 1821.

Case of an infant child of Lewis DtmotCs, Scarborough.

This infant had not been born but about thirty-six hours, when

it was taken very ill, with difficulty of breathing; I adminis

tered a preparation of No. 1, 2, and 3, but with not the least

promising effect. The symptems became in the highest degree

alarming, and threatened a sudden dissolulion. The room

being an open one and quite cold, I concluded the pressure of

this cold air, might counteract the operation of the medicine

and thus defeat my design. To remedy this difficulty, I had

the child put to bed, and covered all over, and steamed with a

large hot stone wrapped in wet cloths, applied to it, and then

repeated No. 1, 2, and 3. I soon perceived an alteration for the

better, the child breathed more free and easy by intervals and

continued to do so till towards morning, about eight hours from

the commencement ofmy first application, when a most thorough

operation of the medicine took place, and the child was entirely

relieved, and restored to perfect health, nor is there at the pre

sent time a healthier child in the town.

S. SEWALL.

Scarborough, November 20, 1821.

Cast of Samuel Libbey's infant child, Scarborough.

A new born child of Samuel Libber's was so far given over

by the attendant physician, that he said it was not worth while

even to dress it, for it could not live. I prescribed for the child,

and a young woman by the name of Eliz^ Seavey, acquainted

with the medicine, and with nursing, administered. The bole

whs carried through a process of the medicine four times, and

Nos 1, 2, and 3, freely given at each operation, and though the
N 2
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state of the child rendered it a very hopeless case, i( being very
'

much swelled and the blood so stagnated as to turn of a deep
purple over the surface of (he whole body, and although il bad

not taken the least thing (ill (he medicine given, yet by persever
ance it was recovered, and restored to the most perfect healthy
which it is in the full enjoyment of at the present time.

S. SEWALL. \

Scarborough, December 1, 1821. '

In the fall of the year 1807, Dr. Samuel Thomson attended

Mrs. Osgood at Salisbury Mills, who was given over with the

lung fever; her fever was turned in about fourteen hours by the

use of hismedicine; she was soon restored to health, and in some

cases of sores, extiaordinary cures were performed at that time.

In the spring of 1808, Dr. Thomson returned again to Salis

bury and attended to practice; a Mrs. Sawyer, wife of Capt.
George Sawyer, was lelieved of a sickly consumption, and ap

peared to have been held upfcy his medicine for five years; two

other women who were supposed to be more likely to recover

were attended by the regular doctors, and both died in two

months.

Mrs. Sawyer used to express the highest satisfaction in using
the emetic herb, or lobelia, and said she should rather be de

prived of her bread than of this article and cayenne, which

medicine was first brought in use in these parts by Dr. Thom

son. The emetic he used to give tinctured in spirit, or in pow

der,which was useful in consumptive and asthmatic complaints.
In the spring of 1 808, 1 was relieved of a complaint called

the nettlespring, or St. Anthony's fire, caused by overheating
myself by fighting fire about twenty-five years before. Several

times in a year I used to have turns of breaking out and swelling
as though I had been stung with bees, almost all over, especially
in my limbs. The doctor carried me through two courses of

his medicine, then steamed me until I felt the same as when I

fought the fire. I was kept with a hot stone at my feet through
the night, to keep from cooling too sudden, as he said that had

been the cause of my disorder. This process entirely cured

me of this disorder to this day ; and I have not used any other

practice since, and have relieved many very obstinate cases in

my family by the same medicine. I

JABEZ TRUE.
Elder of the Baptist Church in Salisbury.

Salisbury, December 6. 1821.
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In the fall of the year 1 30?., DrtSamuel Thomson was sent for -

'

m this 1o,vn; I attended with him and was knowing to all that

transpired with Mr. Lovett, in his sickness until he died, which
is as follows, \iz: Mr. Ezra Lovett came for Dr. Thomson, to -

'

visit his son Ezra, who was s:ck of a fever; the doctor could

not attend until he had called several times. He gave him

medicine first on Monday evening, and on Wednesday attended

through a full course, and also a cousin of his, wdio had been

given over by all the doctors in a consumption of the liver, and
was completely cured by one operations and enjoys his health to

this day. Mr. Ezra Lovett, Jr. was so far relieved that the doc

tor thought he would not need any more medicine and was

called to see elder Bowles of Salem; but gave Lovett strict

chaYge not to go out or expose himself^ On the Friday follow

ing he was so well that he ventured out and went down (he

shore (o see his friend; the wind was eastward and extremely
cold; he had a severe relapse and was much out; continued to

grow worse, and on Saturday night I sat up with him ; his father

wished me to administer some medicine, but I declined, as he

was so sick; I advised to send to Salem for Dr. Thomson, who

was attending elder Bowles. He was accordingly sent for, and
on Sunday evening he arrived, and on seeing fhe young man.

he expressed great doubts of his recovery. He administered

his medicine and gave his strict attention to him for about two

hours and gave him over, as out of the reach of bis medicine,
and requested his father to send for some other doctor; but he

declined, saying if he could not help him, he did not think any

doctor could ; and requested him to stay all night, to which he

agreed. ElderWilliams was called in to pray with him. In

the morning Dr. Thomson renewed the request to Mr. Lovett to

have another doctor lo take charge of his son. He accordingly
called in Doctor Howe and Dr. Fisher, who took charge of him,
about sun rise in the morning. Dr. Thomson then left him

and lliose doetors a (tended him until about ten o'clock the next

night, when b<3 died. Notwithstanding Dr. Thomson gave him

over in two hours after seeing him, and the doctors administered

(heir medicine to him for twelve hours, yet about one year after

Dr. Thomson was taken up for the murder of said LoveK, and

no credit given him for the wonderful cure of his cousin, who

was attended with him.
'

Elder Bowles, was attended at (he same time, who was in the

ast stage of a consumption, and was cured. John Lemmon,
was also cured of a consumption—Isaac Perkins1 wife^ was.
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cured of a dropsy of a desperate na(ure; all these cures 1 was

well knowing to, have been done at that time.

WILLIAM RAYMOND.

Beverly, December 7,1821.

The following statement of the Bev. E. Williams, the gentlf
man alluded to in the foregoing certificate of Wm. Raymond^
has been lately received and is now published for the infor
mation of the public.

*»

In theyeir 1808, Iliad a daughter (Mrs. Appleton,) in a very

declining state of he dth, and being on a journey from the

eastward, in passing through Salisbury, heard much conversa

tion concerning Dr. Thomson's practice, and of several remark

able cures he had performed; particularly of a woman he had

raised from apparently the last stage of a consumption, to com

fortable heahh. The thought occured to me that he might help
my daughter; but to satisfy my own mind, I called to see the

woman above mentioned,and found from herown lips, (hat what
I heard respecting her situation to be correct. On my return

to Beverly I stated to Mr. Appleton and his wife, what I had

seen and heard; and the consequence was that Dr Thomson

was sent for, and came and administeied for her; at (he same

time observing, "that he could set. a person on their legs, but

they might be too we 'k to stand,"—and had he seen her before

she ws reduced so low, she might have recovered her hetilth.

I ever (houghl he was instrumental in prolonging her life; and

her death which took place some months after, was occasioned

by the bursting of a blood vessel in a severe turn of coughing.
Ib^ing out of health al thattime, took his medicine, and thought
I experienced much relief, as did several others.

I well remember that while Mr. Ezra Lovett, was under the

care of Dr. Thomson, he was said in a day or two to have got

comfortable; a ( which (ime, Rev. Mr. Bowles of Salem, was

very ill and his life almost despaired of; application was made to

me by one of the deacons of the church, respecting my opinion
of Dr. Thomson's practice, and the probability of his being
helpful to Mr. Bowles. I was very cautious of giving any

direct opinion on the subject, well knowing the prejudices of

physicians and people. Very early in the morning of the next

day the same deacon cdled on me, stating that Mr. Bowies'

case appeared to be desperate, that the physician who attended

him could afford him no relief, and wished rne immediately to
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bring Dr. Thomson to Salem, and introduce him to Mr. Bowles

and some gentlemen of his church and society, who were pre

sent. The result of his visit and attendance on Mr. Bowles,
was manifest to all his acquaintances, in his speedy relief from
his bodily indisposition, and recovery to health. While Dr.

Thomson was attending on Mr. Bowles, Mr. Lovett, experi
enced a relapse of his disorder, in consequence of taking cold

by walking out some distance on a very cold day in the month

of December. Dr. Thomson was immediately sent for, myself
being in the neighborhood, was called in; Dr. Thomson ob

served that Mr. Lovett had done very wrong in going out to

expose himself in such weather, in his situation, and was very
doubtful whether he should be able to help him. Mr. Lovett

appeared in great distress and partially deranged; at the request
*>f his fidicr, Dr. Thomson administered some medicine, but

appirenlly without any effect. Dr. Thomson was obliged to

1 el urn to Salem, to attend on Mr. Bowles, and left Mr. Raymond
lostay with Mr. Lovett, who growing worse, two respectable-

] hysicians in the place were sent for and came; whether or not

(hey administered any medicine, I am not able to say, but on

Ihe following day at night, Mr. Lovett died.

I hive read a statement of Mr. Wm. Raymond, which has

been published in Dr. Thomson's Narrative, and so far as my

ecollection serves, I think it to be correct.

E. WILLIAMS.

Boston, November 15, 1825.

A few statements of the diseases and manner of treatment by
Dr. Thomson's system and directions, and the benefit received

vnder (J>e administration of his medicine; by Stephes

Neil, Esq. of Elliot, Me.

I am now willing to assert with all the boldness that truth

inspires, that I have made use of the medicine aforesaid for the

space of ten years last past, in my own family, and in ihe time

hive not used any other medicine, or called on any other phy
sician for advice. I have administered the medicine to a great

number nf my friends and neighbors, which gonerally produced
beneficial effects. I shall state a few of the many cases and the

treatment and advantage received.

In April, 1810, my son who was in the eighteenth year of

hisr-arre,' had a severe attack of the palsy on his loft side-, his

hamfwas entirely useless—we attended him under the directions

(jf two respectable physicians until sometimerin the month of



t

Io4 NARR VTIVE OF THE LIFE, .V< .

November following, and in all that time he received but very

little benefit from any thing done. I was then advised to call

on Dr. Samuel Thomson, and get his opinion and advice, which

I did, he being at that time an utter stranger (o me; I called on

the doctor and he came to see my son; and after some conver

sation had passed relative to his situation, the doctor observed,

(hat ft was a very unfavorable season of the year, (the beginning
of winter) to undertake to remove the complaint; and he did

not appear willing to undertake so arduous a task as that ap

peared to be; (his left side at that time was wholly numb) but

said, if by our best exertions we could keep him where he then

was until the return of warm weather, we then might stand

some chance to help him; but if he was neglected until that

time, he might not live, or if he did his case might be out of
the reach of medicine. I then concluded fully (o try the expe

riment; and received medicine with directions from the doctor,
who showed me how to apply the same twice or three times.

I proceeded to follow his directions, which was to place the

patient over a steam made by a gallon bason with one quart of

water in it, and a hot stone put into the bason, covering the

patient at the same time with blankets sufficient to keep him

from the air, all except his face, and while in this situation gave
him a compound of Nos. 2 and 3, or the composition powder,
to keep up the inward heat, promote perspiration more freely
and prevent faintness; after pursuing this course as long as the

circumstances of the patient could comfortably bear and neces

sity required, put him into a warm bed, with the hot blankets

about him, with as many hot stones quenched in water, wrapped
in cloths wet with vinegar, as was sufficient to keep up a good
degree of perspiration ; then gave a portion of No. 1

,
and when

that had it3 operation placed the palient over (he steam again a

few minutes, if able to bear it, then bathed him all over instantly
with cold vinegar, or water; then put on dry clean clothes, gave
him a warm bed, put a hot stone at his feet, ;md ^avc a porlion
of the composition powder, to keep up a moderate perspiration.
Wecontinued this process during the winter as'often as twice

or three times a week. I was confident of some gain during
(his lime; but in the spring he mended much faster, so that by
the next fall he could walk and use his hand. I then concluded
that I understood something of the use Mid virtue of the medi

cine, and I agreed wi*h the doctor to gi\e me (bo information.

My son continued to mend under the administration of (ho

medicine until quite relieved ef (hat complaint.
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November, 1813, attended to & man who had taken a bad

cold and had an attack of the rheumatism; so violently was he
seized that he was utterly helpless, not able to stand on his feet,
or put his hand to his mouth. I put him in bed (as he could

not stand over a steam) with hot stones quenched in water

wrapped up in cloths wet with vinegar at his feet, and on each

gide, which brought him into a free perspiration, gave him a

decoction of No. 2 and 3, which prepared him for the emetic
I kept him in that situation five hours, in which time the medi

cine bad performed its operation. I then changed his clothes,
bathed him in cold vinegar, and he was then able to dress him

self and walk with ease and comfort, and has been free from
that complaint ever since.
About the same time I attended a man who had the choiic

extremely bad—I gave him a compound of Nos. 2 and 3, which

brought him into a gentle perspiration ; then gave him No. 1,
freely, which operated in about twenty-fire minutes, and gave

him such relief that he went to sleep; the next evening I visited

him again, gave him a second gentle course of medicine, which

entirely relieved him, and he has enjoyed agood state of health

ever since, although before he had been subject to having violent

fits of the same disease.

In November 1816, my daughter appeared to be languishing
under the sysmptoms of the dropsy, as it proved to he; she con
tinued to grow large and no operation of medicine appearing to

have the desired effect; she not being attended to seasonably,
by reason of her not being willing te take medicine, when I

told her of the necessity of it. On the second day of February,
1817, Dr. Thomson was sent fe>r, who came and assisted us in

tapping her and took away seventeen pounds three ounces of

water, and by the constant application of the medicine afore

said, aided by the blessing of divine Providence, she is restored
to health. One other case of a young woman in the vicinity;"
the disease had been apparent not more than fifteen or twenty

days of a dropsical habit ; I attended and a cure was obtained

without tapping, by jiving her No. 2 and 3, carrying her through
the steam, giving the emetic and bathing her abdomen with the

rheumatic drops, and taking some inwardly. She remains well

as to that complaint.
In April, 1819, Nathan Nason, Jr. of South Berwick, was

falling a tree, when a boy that was with him accidentally cut off
the main bone of Vison*-* fog just above the ancle joint; a

doctor came and placed the bones together, and took two or
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three stilches to keep the ends of the bones in their place, which

grew together very exact ; but while the leg bone was healing,
the foot became very numb and diseased ; had, as they said, the

appearance of mortification; the doctor then made several in

cisions on the bottom of (he foo(, and found that the flesh there

had lost all sense of feeling. The doctor then concluded that

the wound was incurable without cutting oft' the leg—nccord-

ingly the time was set to perform the operarion on the 12th of

August. ] heard of it the evening before and went to see Na-

son the next morning; I exrained his foot and told him I

thought I could cure it. He was much pleased to have his leg
saved, and to be freed from (he pains of ampu(ation. The doc.

tors came at eleven o'clock with the necessary apparatus; he

declined having the operation performed and (he doctors went

off. Nason sent for rne the next morning, I attended him, and

began my operation on the wound, took out die coUon that was

crowded into the incision on the bottom of the foot, and wash

ed it with soap and water until it was clean, and then applied
the rheumatic drops, while the poultice was making of upland
willow root bark and the inner rind of white pine, boiled in wa

ter. I applied this kind of poultice several days, which with

the application of the drops, the wound immediately came to

its feeling and soon began to heal; I applied the rheumatic

drops and lint and salve, and gave him some bitters and drops
to take to produce a due circulation, which had the desired

effect; and in about sixty days he was able to walk across the

floor without cane or crutch. He can now walk on his foot tol

erably well and do any sort of farming business, and enjoys
good health ; often expresses his thanks to his Maker and good
will to his friends.

I have experienced the operation of the medicine aforesaid,
in one case of the lock-jaw, so called. I put the boy into a free

perspiration by placing him in bed, after giving him a strong
solution of the emetic and rheumatic drops to still his nerves;

and kept him in a moderate perspiration under the operarion of

the medicine, about five or six hours, at which time his spasms

left him, and he immediately recovered so as to return to his bu

siness. He had been attended four days by one of the regular
physicians, previous to my seeing him, who said, or signified,
that he could do no more.

One case of the typhus fever, among many, I w ill not omit

to state; a young man was taken with the disease, who was at

tended by a phyiician of the order, about three weeks, gradu-
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ally wasting in strength and flesh; his physician at last despair

ing of his recovery, I wis called
to attend him. I placed him

over the steam, gave him Nos. 2 and 3, then put him in bed

with hot stones around him, sufficient to keep up perspiration,
and gave an emetic; when that had operated I changed his

clothes, bathed him in cold vinegar, put him into bed, clean and

comfortable. I carried him through three operations^ as above,
and iu ten days he recovered so far as to ride out; his appetite
returned and his general health amended, and he now enjoys a

good state of health. STEPHEN NEAL.

Eliot, January 18, 1822.

About the year 1809, Dr. Samuel Thomson visited those

parts, and made known his system and method of practice in

this town (Eliot,) and though some unfavorable reports were

spread by Ins enemies we were convinced of their falsity, by
the remarkable cures that were wrought in our neighborhood
and vicinity; and since by a still more special and intimate

knowledge of the medicine in our own family; where we have

proved to our entire satisfaction its perfect innocence and un

failing beneficial effects. In the year 1810, we purchased the

information, and have used no other remedy since that time to

the present. Our family is large, fourteen in number, and the

different members of it have often been assailed with disease

under one form or other, such as fever, eholic, dysentery, spit

ting of blood, &c. &c. but by the timely application of the

medicine, the malady whatever form it assumed, has been im

mediately removed, and the patient restored to usual health.

As to the manner of treatment we vary it according to tho

nature of the attack, whether mild or violent. In the first

instance of common complaint, wo generally give some warm

article, to wit; a little cayenne and
hot water, or composition

powder. \o 3, sometimes Nos. 2 and 4 combined ; or a great

spoonful of rheumatic drops, with No. 2. When these apph-

c.M ions are insufficient, and the symptoms violent and alarming,

we make use of Nos. 1, 2 and 3, and carry the patient through

the whole process of
the medicine, and repeat it as occasion

rpnuires. till the patient recovers.requires, uii
u « F

JQHN RAITT

Eliot, November 28, 1821.

This may certify, that about the year 1803, 1 was sick with

(.he pulmonic fever and was attended by Dr. Tilton. I was
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braced up by the barks, which caused a stricture in breathing
and soon began to swell, widen progressed for about five years,

when 1 was in a dropsical habit and continued to grow worse

until a jury of four doctors held a consultation and pronounced
my case hopeless, giving me over. I continued under (he care of

Dr. Shepard, who visited me and said my complaint was I cyond ^
the reach of medicine, and 1 could not continue over ihree

weeks At this time, in May 1808, I wis advised to go to Dr.

Thomson. I went to see him although with but little faith, as

my case was so desperate; rny breathing was with gm.t diffi

culty. After being attended through several courses of his

medicine, in three weeks 1 was reduced about fifteen inches in

bigness. 1 returned home and have gained until ibis d<.y; imd

am now enjoying a better state of health (ban I ha«'o before

enjoyed for sixteen years. MAIIY EATON.

Exeter, November 20, 1821.

This may certify, that Hannah my wife, had been afflicted
*

with the asthma for the space of ten ye^-rs. 1 applied to the

most eminent physicians, as many as six in numbc, who used

their utmost skill wilhout the least 1 aaiehcial eflicts. sbe had

been unable to lay in bed for six months at a tune, in each year,
for a number of years, until in the fall of the year 1808, I sent

for Dr. Samuel Thomson. He visited her and weni with me

into the field and gathered some of the emetic plants, bruised
and tinctured them in spirit, which was his mode at that time

of using it. He gave her one spoonful of the tincture anil e y»

enne, which so far relieved her th t she lay in bed the greater

part of the first night, which wag the first lime for six months,
tha( she had lain in bed. By using the same medicine she Ins

always been able (o lay in bed and rest comfort..ble, for Iwelvc

years.
I ascribe it under God to the use < f this medicine.

EPHRAIM COLEMAN.

Newington, Dec. 3, 1 82 1 .

A young man in Roxbury, from some cause unknown, took
a large dose of ratsbine with Ihe inter t ion ef dcetri ving him

self. Dr. P. was called, ;md on o> o.hang inte (he circum-

st iiioes, said there was no more chance for him to live (han
there would be if his head was cut off. After (he doctor had .

left him, I being present from curiosily, and having purchased
the right of using ihe medicine-

•

nd praciice secured to Dr,
Thomson by patent, proposed to the friends of the young mun,
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to make a trial of (he same, to save his life. The friends giving
their consent, I administered said medicine, which had such a

very favorable effect, that ihe next morning he was quite com

fortable. After he w is relieved, Dr. P. called to see him and

expressed great astonishment that he was alive, saying that there

was not one case in a thousand that a man could live under

similar circumstances. I attended him three or four days, and

he is now so fir recovered as to walk about the room.

ELIJAH SIMONDS.

Uorbimi. Feb. 23. 1821.





INTRODUCTION

TO THE

OR,

TirnnE are three thingiwhich have in a greater or less degree,
called the attention of men, viz: Religion,Government and Me

dicine. In ages past, these things were thought by millions to

belong to three classes of men, Priests, Lawyers and Physicians.
The Priests held the things of religion in their own hands, and

broughtthe people to their terms; kept the scriptures in the dead

languages, so that the common people could not read them.

Those days of darkness are done away; the Scriptures are trans
lated into our own language, and each one is taught to read for

himself. Government was once considered as belonging to a

few, who thought themselves "born only to rule." The common

people have now become acquainted with the great secret of

government; and know that "all men are born free and equal,"
and that magistrates are put in authority, or out, by the voice of

the people, who choose them for their public servants.

While these and many other things, are brought where "com

mon people," can understand them ; the knowledge and use of

medicine, is in a great measure, concealed in a dead language,
and a sick man is often obliged to risk his life, where he would

not risk a dollar: and should the apothecary or his apprentice

m ike a mistake, (he sick man cannot correct it, and thus is ex

posed to receive in instrument of death, instead of that which

would restore him to health had he known good medicine.

O 2
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"It may be alleged, (said Dr. Buchan,) that laying modi

cine more open to raankind, would lessen the ir faith in it. 'I his

indeed would be the case with regard to seme; but it would

have a quite contrary effect upon others. 1 knew many people
who have the utmos( dread and horror of every (lung prescribed

by a physician, who will neverdieless, very readily tile a nidi- \

cine which (hey know, and whose qualities they are in some

measure acquainted with."

"Nothing ever can, or will inspire mankind willi an absolute

confidence in physic-ans, but by their being open, frank, and un

disguised in their behavior."

"The most effectual way to destroy quackery in any art or

science, is to diffuse the knowledge of it among mankind.—

hid physicians write their prescriptions in the common lan

guage of the country, and explain their intentions to (he patient,
as far as he could undeistand them, it would enable ihem (o

know when (he medicine had the desired effect; would inspire
him with absolute confidence in the physician ; and would make

him dread and detest every man who pretended to cram a secret

medicine or poison down his throat."
It is true, thai much of what is at (his day called medicine,

is deadly poison ; and were people to know w hat is offered

(htm of (his kind, (hey would absolutely refuse ever to receive

it as a medicine. This I have long seen and know to be (rue;

and have labored hard for many years (o convince (hem of (he

evils that attend such a mode of procedure with the sick; and

have turned my attention to those medicines that grow in our

own country, which the God of nature has prepared for the

benefit of mankmd. Long has a general medicine been sought
for and I am confident (hat I have found such as are univeisally
applicable in all cases of disease, and which may be used with

safety and success, in the hands of the people.
After thirty years study and repealed sre cessful (rials of the

medicinal vegetables of our own country, in all the diseases in

cident to our climate: I can with well grounded assurance, ic-
commend my system of practice and medicines to the public,
as salutary and efficacious.

Great discoveries and improvements have teen made in vari

ous arts and sciences since the first settlement of our counlry,
while its medicines have been very much neglected. As those

: medicines, suited (o every disease, grow spon(aneously upon our
own soil; as they are belter adapted to the constitution; as the

price of imported drugs is very high; it follows, whether we
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consult health, which is of primary impo-'amac, or expense, a >

decaded preference should be- given to tlm former, as an object
of such magnitude as no longer to be neglected. Yet in the ■>

introduction of those medicines 1 have been violently opposed,
•■md my theory and practice condemned, notwithstanding the

demonstrative proofs in Iheir favor. But those who. thus con

demn have taken no pains to throw off prejudice, and examine
die subject with candor and impartiality. Such as have, arc

thoroughly satisfied of their utility and supaiior excellence.
From those who measure a man's understanding and ability

obe beneficial to his fellow men, only from the acquisition be

Ins made m literature from books; from such as are governed by
outwrd appearance, and who will not stoop to examine a sys

tem on (be ground of its intrinsic merit, I expect not encourage

ment, but opposition. But this will not discourage me. I con

sider the discovery 1 have maele, of inestimable value to man

kind, and intended for thegreat benefit of those who are willing
to receive i(.

Being born in a new country, at that time almost an bowling
wilderness, my advantages for an education were very fu.iall;

but possessing a natural gift for examining the things of Nun re, •--/ ,.

mv mind was left entirely free to fallow (hat inclination, by

inquiring into the meaning of the great variety of objects .

around me.

Possessing a body like other men, I was led to inquire into

the nature of the component parts of what man is mace. I -

found him composed of the four elements
—Earth, W ter, Air,

and Fire. The earth and water, I found were the solids; ihe air

and fire, the fluids. The two first I found (o be (he component
'

parts; the two last kept him in motion. Heat, I found, was

life- and cold, death. Each one who examines into it will

find that all constitutions are alike. I shall now describe the

fuel which continues the fire, or life of man. This is cor.ta ii.ed

in two things
—food and medicine; which are in harmoiy with

each other: often grow in the same hold tebeusod by tho same "-

people. People who are capable of raising their food and pre

paring the same, miy as easily learn to collect and prepare all

(heir medicines and administer the same, when it is needed.

Our life depends on he it ; food is the fuel that kindles and con

tinues that heat. The digestive powers being correct, causes

the food to consume ; ibis coniinues the warmth of the body,,

by continually supporting the fire.
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The stomach is (he deposit from which the whole body is sup

ported. The heat is maintained in the stomach by consuming the

'food; and alj/the body and limbs receive their propoiiion of

nourishment and heat from 1hat source; as the whole room is

warmed by the fire which is consumed in ihe fire place. The

gre.terthe quantity of wood consumed in the fire place, the

greater the heitt in the room. So in the body; the more food

well digested, the more heat and support through the whole

urn. Bv constantly receiving food into (he stomach which is

sometimes not suitable for the best nourishment, the stomach

become ? foul, so that the food is not well Digested. This causes

the body to lose its heat—then the Appetite fails; the bones

ache, and the man is sick in every part of the whole frame.

This situation of the body shows the need of medicine, and

the kind needed ; which is such as will clear the stem:.cli anel

bowels, and restore the digestive powers. Whin this is done,
the food will raise the heat "gain, and nourish the whole man.

All the art required to do tins is, to know what medicine will do

it, and how to administer it, as a person knows now lo clear a

stove and the pipe when clogged with soot, that fhe fire may

burn free, and the whole room be warmed es before. The body,
after being cleared of whatever clog; i', will consume double

the food, and the food will afford double the nourishment and

heat that it did before. We know that our life depends on food

and the stomach being in a situation to receive and digest it.

Wnen the stomach and bowels are clogged, all needed is, tne

most suitable medicine to remove the obstruction in ihe system.
All disc : s? is caused by clogging the system; and all d'seasc

is amoved by the digestive, powers, so that food may keep up

that heat on which life depends.
I have found by experience, that the learned doctors are wrong

in consielering fever a disease or enemy; the fever is a friend,
and cold the enemy. This I found by their praciice in my

family until they bad five times given them over to die. Exer

cising my own judgment. 1 followed after them, and relieved my
family every time. After finding a general principle respecting
fevers, and reducing that to practice, I found it sure in all ds-

e-se, where mere was any nature left to build on, and in three

years practice I never lost one patient.
I attended on all the fevers peculiar to our country, and always

used it as a friend, and that returned the gratitude to the patient.
I =non begjm to give this information lo the people, and con

vinced many that they might as certainly relieve themselves of



OF SAMUEL THOMSON. j.-.s

their disease as their hunger. The expense to (hem to be alwrys *

able to relieve themselves nnd families would be but small; and
the medicine they may procure and prepare themselves.

This greatly disturbed'the learned doctors, and some of them

undertook to destroy me, by reporting that I used poison ; though*
lliey made no mention of my using their instruments of death,
Mercury, Opium, Ratsbane, Nitre, and the Lancet. I consider

ed it my duty to withstand them, though I found my overthrow

was wdiat they aimed at. A plan was once laid lo take me in the

night, but I escaped. Next, I was indicted as though I had given

poison, and a bill brought against me for wilful murder. I was

bound in irons and thrust into prison, to be kept there through
the winter, without being allowed bail. I petitioned for and ob-

trinsd a special court to (ry the cause, and was honorably acquit
ted after forty days imprisonment. 1 maintained my integrity
in the place where my persecutions began. In rive years, while

vindicating this new and useful discovery, 1 lost five thousand

dollars, besides all the persecution, trouble, loss of health, and

reproach which has been in connexion wilh the losses.

It has been acknowledged, even by those who are unfriendly
to me and my practice, that my medicine may be good in some

particular cases, but not in all. But this is an error. For

there are but two great principles in the constitution of things,
whether applied to the mind or body; the principle of life and

the principle of death. That which contains the principle of

life, can never be tortured into an administration of death. If,

then, a medicine is good in any case, it is beeause it is agreea

ble to nature, or this principle of life, the very opposite of dis

ease. If it is agreeable in one case, it must be absolutely so in all.

By the active operation of nature, the whole animal economy
h carried on; and the father of the healing art, Hippocrates, *■'•-■

(ells us, what is an obvious truth, that Nature is Heat. The .'

principle is the same in all, differing only in degree. When

disease invades the frame, it resists in proportion to its force,

rill overpowered into submission, md when extinguished, death

follows, and it ceases to operate alike in all. If then, heat is

life, and its extinction death, a diminution of this vital flame,

in every instance, constitutes disease, and is an approximation

to death. All then, that medicine can do in the expulsion of

disorder, is to kindle up the decaying spark, and restore its

energy till it glows in all iiz wonted vigor. If a direct adminis

tration can be made to produce this effect, (and it can,) it is

evidently immaterial what is the name or color of the disease,
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whether bilious, yellow, scarlet or spotted; whether it is simple
or complicated, or whether nature has one enemy

or more.—

Names are arbitrary things; the knowledge of a name is but the

cummin and anise, but in tho knowledge of il.e origin of a

malady, and its antidote, lies the weightier matters of this

science. This knowledge makes the genuine physician; all

without it, is real quackery.
I( has been a general opinion, (hat extensive study and great

erudition are necessary to form tho eminent physician. But oil

this may be, as Paul saith, but science, falsely so called. A man

may have a scientific knowledge of the human fn.mo— be- may

know the names in every language of. every medicine, mu.oral

and vegetable, as well as every disease, and yet be a miscirl In

physician. But there have been men, without this to be -si of,
from the earliest ages of (ho world, who have '.'arisen, blest wilh

the sublimer powers of genius, who have, as it were, wilh one

look pierced creation, and with one comprehensive view, grasp
ed the whole circle of science: and left learning ilself, toiling
after them in vain." A man never can be great without intel

lect, and he never can more than fill the measure of his capacity.
There is a power beyond the reach of art, and there are gifts
that study and learning can never rival.

The-practice of the regular physicians, that is, those who get
a diploma, at the present time, is not to use those means which

would be most likely to cure disease; but to try experiments
upon what they have read in books, and to see how much a

patient can bear without producing death. Af or pursuing Ihis

plan during their lives, they know just about as much as they
did when they began to practice, of what is really useful lo

mankind. If a parient dies under (heir hands, why, it 's (he

will of God, and they are sure to get extravagantly paid for their

(rouble, and nothing more is said about it; but if one out of

hundreds of my paiienfs dio, and where the doctors have given
ihcm over as incurable, they at once cry out, that it is quack
ery

—that L gave them poison, &c. for the purpose of running
me and my medicine down, and to prevent its being used by
the people. The fact, is well known to thousands who hnve

used my medicine, to which they are re-dy to attest, (hat it

is perfectly harmless; and I defy the faculty to produce one

instance wherein it Irs had any bad effects.

It is true; that (he study of anatomy, or structure of (he human

body, and of the whole nnimal economy, is pleasing and useful;
nor is there any objection to this, however minute and critical, if
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it is not to -the neglect of first principles, and the weightier
matters of knowledge. But it is no more necessary to man

kind at large, to qualify them to administer relief from pain
and sickness, than to a c>ok in pteparmg food to satisfy hunger
and nourish the body. There is one general ctmse of hunger
and one geneml supply of food; one gener.l cause of disease
and one general remedy. One can be satisfied, and the other

removed, by an infinite variety of articles, best adapted to those

different purposes
—That medicine, therefore, (hat will open

obstruction, promote perspiration, and restore digestion, is suit
ed to every patient, whatever form the diseise a^saoirs, and is

universilly applicable. And acute disorders, such as fevers,

choiic, and dysentery, may be relieved thereby, in twenty-four
or forty-eight hours, at most.

REMARKS ON FEVERS.

Much has been said and written upon fevers, b^ the profess.-

edly learned Doctors of Medicine, without throwing the most

profit able light on the subject, or nreatly benefitting mankind.

They: have been abundjnlly fruitful in inventing nanus for dis

ease; and. with great care and accuracy distinguished the differ

ent symptoms; but (hey appear quite barren as to the knowl

edge of their origin and remedy. To the first, but little im

portance, comparatively speaking, can be attached; the latter is

of (lie highest importance to all classes of people.
AccaidimMo the writings of learned Physicians, (here are a

great variety of fevers, some more and some less dangerous.—

But to bejri'n with a definition of the Name. What is fever?

Ho it, undoubtedly, though a disturbed operation of it. But is

there in the human frime, more then one kind of heat? Ves,

says the physician, (strange as it may appear,) there is the pleu-
retic heat, »he slow nervous heat, the putrid heat, (he hectic

heat, the yellow heat, thesio'ted or cold heat, the tvphu* or

ignorant heat, and many other heats; and sometimes, (Wl.mi-

rous to tell,) one poor patieni has the most, or the whole of

these fevers, and dies at last for want of heat!

Is fever or heat a disease; Hippocrates, the acknowledged

father of physicians, maintained (hat nature is hea(; and he is

correct. Is "na(ure a disease? Surely it is not. What is com

monly called fever, is the effect, and not the cause of disease.

It is the struggle of nature to throw off disease. The cold

cause an obstruction, and fever arises in consequence of that
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obstruction, to throw it off This is universally the case-

Remove the cause, the elfect will cease. No person every yet
died of afevetr! for as death r.pproachcr-, the patient grows cold
until in death, the spark of heat is extinguished. This, the
learned doctors cannot, deny; and as this is true, they ought, in

justice, to acknowledge that their whole train of depletive
lemedies, such as bleeding, blistering, physicing, starving, wilh

all their refrigeratives; their opium, mercury, arsenic, antimony,
nitre, &cc. are so many deadly engines, combined wilh the dis

ease1, against the constitution and life of the patient. If cold,
which is the commonly received opinion, (and which is true.)
is the cause of fever, to repeatedly bleed the patient and admin
ister mercury, opium, nitre, and other refrigcrcnts to restore

him to health, is as though a man should, to increase a fire in

his room, throw a part of it out of the house, and to increase

the remainder, put on water, snow and ice!

As it is a foct, that cannot be denied, that fever takes its rise

from one great cause or origin, it follows of course, that one

method of removing that cause, will answer in fll cases; r.nd

the great principle is to assist nature, which is heat.

At the commencement of a fever, by direct and proper applica
tion of suitable medicine, it can be easily and speedily removed
and the patient need not be confined long. Twenty-four or forty-
eight hours, to the extent, are sufficient, and often short of that

lime, the fever may be removed, or that which is the cause of it.

But where the patient is left unassisted, to struggle with the dis

ease, until his strength is exhausted, and more especially, when
the most unnatural and injurious administrations are made, if a

recovery is possible, it must of necessity take a long time.—

These declarations are true and have been often proved, and can

be again, to the satisfaction of every candid person, at the hazard
of any forfeiture the faculty may challenge.
Notwithstanding all these things, how true are the words of

the intelligent Dr. Hervey, who says, "By what unaccountable

perversity in our frame does it appear, that we set ourselves so

much against any tiling that is new? Can any one behold,without
scorn, such drones of physicians, and after the space of so many
hundred years experience and practice of their predecessors, not
one single medicine has been detected, that has the least force

directly to prevent, to oppose, and expel a continued fever?

Should any, by a more sedulous observation, pretend to make

the least step towards the discovery of such remedies, their
hatred and envy would swell against him, as a legion of devil^
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a^ttinst virtue: the whole society will dart their malico at hun,
and torture him with all the cduranies imaginable, wiihout

striking at any thing that should destroy him root and branch. •

For he who professes to be a reformer of the art of physic, must
*

resolve to run the hazard of the martyrdom of his reputation, /
life and estate."

The treatment which the writer has icceived from some of the

learned phvsicianssince his discovery of the remedy for the fever
and virion* other diseases, is a proof of the truth of this last

s iving of Dr. Hervey. They have imprisoned him, and charg
ed him with every thing cruel and unjust; though upon a fair

trial their violent elealings have come down upon their heaids;
•

while he has not only been proved innocent before the court, but
useful ; having relieved many which the other physicians had

given over to die. I will now take notice of the yellow fever.

The cause of tins fatal disease is similar to (he spoiled fever.—

The cause of death in (he latter, is in consequence of its pro

ducing a balance by cold, outward and inward; and in the

former there is a balance of heat outward and inward; both

produce the same thing, that is a total cessation of motion,

which is death. The color of the skin has given name to both

these disc isa-s. The yellow is caused by the obstruction. of the

gall; insteid of bei ig discharged through its proper vessels, it

is forced and di.fusei through the pores of the skin. Thesr.me

e foots dVif. iv 3 pro 1 iced by these two fevers miy be observed

in the motion of the sea; when the tide is done running up,

there is what is called slack water, or a balance of power, and

the sims thing takes place when it is done running down; when

Ihe fountain is raised, the water runs from it; but when it is

lowered the water runs towards it. The same cause produces

the same effects in the spotted and yellow fevers; for when a

balmcc of power between the outward and inward heat takes

place, death follows.

Having described the (wo kinds of fevers which are the most

atarrnin i," they being most fatal, I shall pass over those of a

les* alarmim' nature-, and merely observe, (hat there is no other

difference infill cases of fever,"than what is caused by the dif

ferent decrees of cold, or loss of inward heat, which are two

adverse parties in one body, contending for power
If the heat

rrains the victory, the cold will be disinherited and health will be

restored: but, on the other hand, if cold gains the ascendency,

heat will be dispossessed of its empire, and
death will follow of

course As soon as lifo ceases, the 1 my becomes cold, which
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is conclusive evidence that its gaining the victory is ihe cause of

death. When the power of cold is many equal lo that of heal,
the fever or strife between the two parties, may continue for a

longer or shorter lime, accoiding to circumstances; ihis is what .

is called a long fever, or fewer and ague. The battle bc(w<(ii \
cold and he.it will take place periodically. :-<>e.ctin,csew -ry day, \

at other times every other day, and they will leave ell abemt )

equal, heat keeping a little the upper hand. In attempting (o

cure a case of this kind, we must consider wl ether the ft uris a

friend or an enemy; if it is a friend, which I hold (o be (bo fact,
when the fever-fit is on. increase the power of heat, in older (o

drive off' (he cold, and life will bear the rule; but, on (he con

trary, should cold be considered a friend, when tl eceld-fjl is on,

by increasing its power, you dri\o off' the heat, and death must

ensue. Thus you may promote life or death, by tampering
cold and heat.

Much Ins been said by the doctors concerning ihe turn of a

fever, and how long a time it will run. When it is said that a

fever will turn at such a time I presume it must moan that it

has been gone; this is (rue, for i( has then gone t n the oufside,
and is (tying to turn r.rrain and go inside wbeic it belongs.—
Instead of following the dictates of nature and iddmg it to sub

due the cold, tl;e doctor uses all his skill to kill (he fever. How,
would I ask, in the name of common sense, can any tiling turn

when killed? Support the fever and it will lelurn inside; (bo

cold which is (he cause of disease, will be driven out, and
health vvill be restored. In all cases called fevo-r, the cruise is

the same in a greater or less degree, and may ben licved by ore

general remedy. The cold causes canker, and Lefoie the can

ker is sealed, (he strife will I ike place between cold mid beat;
and while the hot flames and cold chills remain, it is evidence
that (he crnkeris rot te'.thd. cr.dd.el.il iicdcri.e chr.oocc;

sionally assisted I v stepm, will throw it off; but i s (he con'f st
ceases the heat is steady on the outside; thou canker assumes

the power inside; this is called a settled fever. Thetrulh is, \
the canker is fixed on (be inside and will ripen and come off' in
a short time, if the fever is kept up so v.s to overpower the oo'd.
This idea is new and never was known until rny discovery. Hy
raising the fever wilh Nos. 1 and 2, and taking off Ihe "canker
with No. 3, and the same given by injections we mi.y lurn a

fever when we please; but if this is not 'understood, Ihe canl-rr
will ripen and come off itself; when the few.- will turn and go
inside and the cold will be driven e.ut; therefore they will do
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much better without a doctor than with. The higher the fever

runs, the sooner the cold will be subdued; and if you contend

agunst the he it, (he longer will be the run of the f.wcr, and

when killed, death follows.

When a patient is bird, it lessens the heat and gives double

power (o the coll; like taking out of one side of the scale and

putting in the other, which doubles the weight, and turns the

scale in favor of the disease. By giving opium it deadens the

feelings; the small doses of nitre and calomel tend to destroy

what heat remains, and plants new crops of canker, which will

stand in different stages in the body, the same as corn planted in

the field every week, will keep some in all stages; so is the dif

ferent degrees in canker. This is the reason why (here are so

many different fevers as are named ; when one fever turns another

sets in and so continues one after another until the harvest is

all ripe, if the season is long enough: if not, the cold and frost

takes them off—then it is said they died of a fever. It might

with as much propriety be said that the corn killed with frost,

died with the heat, the question, whether the heat or cold

killed tho patient, is easily decided, for that power which bears

rule in the body after death is what killed
the patient, wh'ch is

void—as much as that which bears rale when he is alive is heat.

When a person is taken side, it is common to say, I have got a

cold and am afraid I am going to have a fever; but no fears are

expressed of the cold he has taken; neither is it mentioned

when the cold left him. The fashionable practice is to tight the

i-omrins of heat till the patient dies, by giving cold the victory,

in which case, is it not a fact that the doctor assists
the cold to

kill the patient? Would it not have been more reasonable, or

likely to have cured them, when the fever arose to throw off the

cold, to have helped the fever and give nature the victory over

its enemy, when the health would be restored the same as before

thev took the cold. , ,

We frequently see in the newspapers, accounts
of people dy-

,n« in conseiuence of drinking cold water when very warm.—

Some fall dead instantly, and others linger for several hours;

Z doctors have not been able to afford any relief when called.

The principal symptoms are chills and shivering with cold,

which is viewed with astonishment by those who witness it.—

Proper caution should always be observed by persons when very

w-ami and thirsty, who go to a pump to drink, by swallowing

something hot before drinking the water, and swallowing a fotle

at a time^lnca will prevent any fatal effects.-
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This strange circumstance, of being cold on a hot day, and
which has never been accounted for in a sathf dory m imor to

(he public, I shall endeavor to explain in as comprehensive and

plain language as I am capable. The component parts of animal

bodies are earth and water, and life and motion are caused by
fire and air. The inward heat is the fountain of life, and as

much as that has the power above the outward heat, so much

we have life and strength, and when we lose this power of heat,
our strength and faculties decay in proportion ; and it is immr.-

terial whether we lose this power by losing the inward heat cr

raising the outward heat above it, as the effect is (he s; me.—

If you raise the stream level with the fountain, it stops the

current and all motion will cease; and the s me effects will

follow by lowering the fountain, to a level with the stream.—

When the outward heat becomes equal with the inward, eit.er

by the ones being raised or the olhers being lowered, cold

assumes the power and death takes place.
The cause of the fatal effects by drinking cold wafer, is

because the fountain of life is lost by the stream being raised

above the fountain, or the inward heat lowered by throwing
into the stomach so large a quantity of cold water as to give the

outward heat (he power of balancing the inward, and in pro

portion as the one approaches to an equality with the other, so
the strength is diminished, and when equal, they die.

I shall now make some further remarks on this and other

subjects, with a hope that it may be beneficial to m nkind.—

The reason why these extraordinary cases appear so vonderful

to the people, is because they are unacquainted with the cause.

Why should we wonder at a person being cold on a hot day
when we are not, any more than we should wonder at anoih< r

being hungry, when we have just been eating; or that others

can be in pain when we are enjoying good health? The one

is as plain and simple as the oriier, when understood. The

want of inward heat is the cause of (heir being cold, just as

much as the want of food is (he cause of hungc, Or (he want

of health is the cause of pain. One person may have lost the

natural power of heat, by an effect which others in rimilar sit

uations may not have experienced, and will suffer the conse

quences of cold in proportion to the loss of inward heat; this

is manifest in the different degrees of sickness. If ihe inward

heat loses its balance of power suddenly, death is imme<b te;
which is the case in spotted fever end in drew nod fei.mns.

When the inward and outward cold is bale; need, life cea^e**
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and the blood being stopped in its motion, settles fn spots,
which r.rpearanoe ln.s given name to what is called spotted
fever. The stuno appearances take place on drowned persons

and from thesime cause.

The practice of bleeding for the purpose of curing disease,
I consider most unnatural <md injurious. Nature never fur isles
the body with more blood than is necess-uy for.the mainten

ance of health; to take away part of the blood, therefore, is

taking away just so much of their life, and is as contrary to

nature, as it. would be to cut away part of their flesh. Many

experiments have been tried by the use of the lancet in fevers;
but 1 believe it will be allowed by all, that most of them have

proved f.tal; and several eminent physicians have died in con

sequence of trying the experiment on themselves. If the sys

tem is diseased, the blood becomes as much diseased rs any

other part ; remove the cause of the disorder and the blood will

recover and become healthy as soon as any other part; but how

takui? part of it away can help lo cure what remains, can never

be reconciled with common sense.

There is no practice used by the physicians that I consider

more inconsistent with common sense, and at the sine time

more inhuman thai blistering to remove di son so; particularly
insane persons, or what Ihe doctors call dropsy on the brain; in

which cases, they shave (he head and draw a blister on it.—

Very few patterns, if any, ever survive this application. What

woild be thought if a scald should be caused by boiling water

to remove disease? Yet there is no difference between this and

a blister made by dies. 1 b- ve witnessed many instances where

great distress and very had effects have been caused by the i-^e

of blisters; and believe I can truly say, that I never knew any

benefit derived from (heir use. It very frequently causes stron-

guary, when the attempted remedy becomes much worse than

the disease.
.

In support of my opinions on the subject. I will give tho fol

lowing extract from the writings of Dr. Hillary, an eminent

physician of London.
"I have Ion:; observed that blisters are too frequenter and

too often improperly used, as (hey are now so much in fashion.

It is very probable, lhat we have no one remedy, in all the Ma

teria Medica, that is so frequently, and so often improperly

applied, not only in too many cases where they cannot possi uy

give any relief, but too often where they must unavoidably

facrease the very evil which they are intended to remove or
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relieve.. • How often do we see them applied, and sometime*

several of them, by pretended dabblers in physic, not only where

there are no indications for applying them, but where the (ruo

indication are ogitinst (her applicarion; ae, in the beginnrig
of most fevers, am 1 especially those- of the inflammatory and of

the putrid kind. whom, in (he first, the stinmlous of the acrid

sTts of (lie canii.ariJcs, which pass into ihe blood, must una

voidably increase bolh the *■ timulois and Ihe momentum of the

blood, which wete too gre-tt bofere, and so render the fever

inflammatory, and all itsT-amrtctas worse.

"And it is well known that the cantharidcs contain a great

cuantiy of alkaline semi-volatile salts, which pa-s into the blood

riaa.ioh they are applied externally; aril aitcr.'-ate, dissolve: rd

hasten and increase: bs puhefactieu, which is also con firmed by
the putrid alkalineacrimony whic.li they produce in (he urine, wilh

the heat and slrt.nguary which it gives to the urinary passage.''

ON STEAMING.

Sieaminp is a very impcrtr.nl branch of my system of prac-
f io o, which would in many cases without i', be insaffeieut to

effect a cure. It is of groat importance in many cases, consid

ered by ihe medical faculty as desperate; and (hey would be so

under my mode of trentment, if it was not for this, manner of

applying heat to the body, for the purpose of reanimating the

system and aiding nature in restoring health. I had but little

knowledge of medicine, when through necessity, I discovered

(he use of steaming, to add heat or life to the decaying spark;
and with it I was enabled, by administering such vr-getable pre

parations as I then had a knowledge of, to effect a cure in cases

where the ro'uular prrctitioneis lad given thorn over.

In all cases where the heat of the booty is so far exhausted as

not to be rekindled by using the medicine, or being in bed, and

chills or stupor attend the patient, then applied heat by sterniing
becomes indispensably necessary; and heat caused ly sterna, in

the manner that I use it, is more nature] in producii g perspira
tion, than any dry heat lhat can be applied lo il.e body in any
other uaanner, which will only serve to dry the air and prevent

perspifarion in many cases of disease, where a steam by water

or vinegar would promote it and add a natural warmth to 1he

body, and thereby increase the life and motion, which has lain

silent in consequence of the cold.

Dr. Jennings has contrived a pirn to apply heat to the body
by a dry vapor, unused by burning spirit, which he calls a vapor.
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bath, the idea of which was, I have no doubt, taken frtmi hear

ing of my steaming to raise the heat of the body. It may an

swer in some cases and stages of el sense; but in a setlle'd fever

and other causas where there is a dry inflammation on the stir-

fmeof the body, it will not answer any good purpose, and I.

ihink would be d mgcrous, without ihe use cf my medicine to

first raise a free perspiration; for when tiic surface of the body

,s dry the pitient cannot bear it, as it will crowd
to the head and

cause distress, the stme as is produced by burning charcoal, or

Irian hot stoves in a tight room, and will bring on a difficulty m

breathing, winch is nol the case in steaming in my way. This

machine'" can only be used in bed, win re lire vapor cannot
be

applied to the hodv equally at the same lime, therefore is no bol

ter than a hot elrv stone put on each side end to the feet o! the

patient, for he cam fun himself and gel heat from thorn as well

as to havo all the trouble of burning f-pirit and turning io the

vnpor of it, to got warm by this dry heat. Wiion Cio patient

stands over a steam raised by putting a hot stone in the water,

x -Inch aive? a more equal heat all over the body
than can be done

i'i any other manner, it can be rahed higher, and may be tem

pered at pleasure by wetting the foce and stomach with cold

wtter as occasion requires.
The method adopted by me, and which has always answered

thp desired ob]Cct,is as follows:—
Take several stones of differ-

,,- . -es and put them in the fire, till rod hot, then lake the

smillest first, and put ono of them mte a pan or kettle of hot

water, with the stone
about half immerscd-the patient

most he

,rche-ed and a blanket put around him so as to shield his w.iole

e W from tho air. and then place him over the steam. Change

he s'onc« as often as they grow cook so as to keep up a foci}

^nSii"^ they .„. plaeed
m

fv steam "ivc a <!o,o of No. 2 and 3, or compos.'.™, lo ra.se

he mva a'l oa When the p-.tient is too weak to stand over

with cold w.ater.WI
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Many other plans nny be contrived in steaming, which would

make lews trouble and be more agreeable to the patient, < so

cially whe.e they are unable to stand over the steam. An open

worked chair may lo made, in which they might sit and be

steamed very conwrnentiy ; or a settee might be made in the

same manner, in winch thoy might he laid and covered villi

blankets so as to shield them from the sunounding air. Such

contrivances as these would be very comement in cases where

the patient would hue to be carried the.ugh a course of medi

cine tmd steamed a number of times, as is fr»a-turntly necess. ry,

particularly in complaints that have been of long standing.
As I have frequently mentioned » regulu course of medicine,

I will here state what is me.nt by it, and the most proper way

in which it -s jicrformed. Firstly, give No. 2 and 3, or compo
sition, adding a tea-spoonful of No. C: (hen steam, and when

in bed repeat it, adding No. 1, winch will cleanse the stomach

and assist in keeping up a perspiration; when (his has done < p-

crating, give an injection made with the same articles. Where

there are symptems of nervous affection, or spasms, put half a

lea-spoonful of the nerve powder into each dose given, and inlo

the injection. In violent cases, where immediate relief is need

ed, \os. 1, 2, 3, and 6, may be given together. Injections may

be administered at all times and in all cases of disease to ad

vantage; it can never do harm, and in many cases they are in

dispensably necess iry, especially where there is canker and

infl nnmation in the bowels, and there is danger of modification,
in which case, cadd a lea-spoonful of No. 6. In cases of this

k;nd the injection should he given first, or at the same time of

giving the composition, or No. 3.
The use of steaming is good in preventing sickness as well as

curing it. When a person has been exposed to (he cold, and
is threitened with disease, it may be prevented, and long sick

ness an 1 expense saved by a very little trouble, by standing o\or
a steim and following the directions before qiven, (ill the cold is

thoroughly (brown off and a lively perspirarion takes pi ice ; then

go to bed, laking the stene from the kettle, and wrap it in wet

cloths and put it to the feet. This may be done without I he

medicine, when it cannot be had; but is much better to lake

something to raise ihe inward heat at the sr.mc time. A tea

made of mayweed, or summer-savory, or ginger End hot water

sweetened, may be given, or any thing lhat is wanning. This
advice is for the poor, <md those who have not ;• knowledge of
the medicme; and will many limes save them much trouble and

longsiekness.



OF SAMUEL THOMSON. 1#

advice is for the poor and those who have not a knowledge of
the medicine; and will many titims save them much troublo

nnd long sickness;.

Steaming is of the utmost importance in cases of suspended
anim ition, such as drowned persons; in which case, place the

body over a moderate steam, shielded by a blanket from the

weight of the external air, anel rarifying the air immediately
around them with the steam. Pour into the mouth some of the

tincture of Nos. 1, 2, and 6; and if there is any internal heat

remaining, there will be muscular motion about the eyes and in

the extremities;. If this symptom appears, repent the dose sev

eral times, and renew the hot stones, r lising the heat by degrees;
if the outwtrd he it is raised too sudden, so as to balance the

inw ird, you will f til of the desired object, even after life appe irs.
This is the only danger of any difficulty taking place—alw ye

bear in mind to keep the fountain above ihe stream, or the in

ward heat above the outward, and all will be safe. After life is

restored, put. them in bed . nd keep the perspiration free for

twelve hours, by hot stones wrapped in cloths wet with water,

and occasion dly giving the tincture as before mentioned, when
the coldness and obstructions are thrown e>ff, and the pafent
will be in the enjoyment of h's natural strength. Bew re of

bleeding or blowing in the mouth with a bellows, as either will

generally prove f td.

In m my cases of spotted fever, steaming is s necessary as in

drowned persons; such -'S when ibey fall apparently dead; then

the same treatment is necessary to lighten the surrounding air

till you can raise the inwird heat so as to get the determining

power to the surf ce. Begin with • small stone :md as life gains
increase the steam s the palient can beai it; if the dist-ess is

great, give more hot medicine inside, and as soon s an equili

brium takes pi ice the pain will ce se. In all cases of -bis kind

the difficulty cannot be removed without applied he- 1 to the

body, and is more natural by ste in than by any other means

that can be made use of In cases of long standing, where t he

patient has been run down wi'h mercury and left in a cold nd

obstructed state, liable to rheumatism and other simihr com

plaints, 'hey cannot be cured with medicine
wirhout appbed heat

by steam, as nothing will remove mercury but he?t.

When a patient is carried through a course of my medicine

and steamed, who has been long under mercurial treatment;

ajid while under the operarion of the steam, when die hea* is at

ihe highest, the face will swell,
in consequence of the poisonous



»?tl NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE, ice

vapour being condensed by the air, the face being opea to It^
To relieve this, put them in bed, and take a hot stone wrapped
in several thicknesses of cloth wet with water, pouring on a lit

tle vinegar, and making a lively steam; put it in ihe bed imd

cover the head with the clothes and let ihem brealhe the steam

as hot as can be borne, until the sweat covers the swelled part.
This will in about fifteen or twenty minutes throw out the poi
son and the swelling will abate. This method also is of great
se vice in agues and teeth ache caused by cold ; and many othej

oases of obstruction from the same cause, especially young
children stuffed on the lungs.
To steam small children, the best way is to let them sit in

the lap of a person; covering both wilh a bl-.nket and se( oveu

the steam, pouring a little vinegar on the stone; or it may lie

done in bed with a hot stone, wrapped in cloths wet with wateia,

putting on a little vinegar, and covering them with the bed-

dothes laid loosely over them; but in this way you cannot ex

orcise so good judgment in tempering tho s-eam, us when you

are steamed with them. If ihe child appears languid and faint,
the outward heat is high enough; put a little cold water on fhe

fitceor breast, which will restore the strength, then nib them iu

a cloth wet, with vinegar, spirit or cold water, put on clean

olo-hes, and put them in bed, 01 let them set up, as their strength
will permit. This is safe in nil cases of cold and obstructed

perspiration. It ought iriways to he borne stremgly in mind, lo

give a child drink often, when under the operation of medicine^
or while steaming; if this is not done they will suffer much, js

they cannot ask for it.

In all cases of falls or bruises, steaming is almost infallible;
and is much better thaa bleeding, as is the common practice
which tends to destroy the life instead of promoting it. If the

person is not able to stand over the steam, it must be done in

bed, as has been described. Give the ho((es( medicine inside

that you have, and keep the perspiration free till the pain and

soreness abates, and the strength w ill be soon restored. If the

advantages of this mode of treatmenl were generally known,
bleeding in such cases, or any other, (o remove disease, would
never be resorted to by the wise and prudent.
The use of s(earning is to apply heat to the body where it is

deficient, and clear off obstructions caused by cold, which the

operations of the medicine will not raise heat enough fo do; for

as the natural heat of the body becomes thereby lower than die

Jfotvral stateof kwlth, it fau&t by art be raised as moch above
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as- "it has been below; and this must be repeated until the di;

gestive powers tire restored, sufficient to hold the heat by di

gesting the food, then the health of the patient will be restored

by caring and elrinking such things as the appetite shall require.
In this way the medicum removes disease, and food, by being

properly digested, supports nature and continues that heat on

which life depends.
Some who pr ictice according to my system boast of carrying

their patients through in a shorter time without the trouble eff

Bte-rning; this is easily accounted for; steaming is the most la

borious part of the practice for those who attend upon the sick^
and the most useful to the patient; as one operation of stean>

Hig will be more effectual in removing disease,- than four courses

without it; ami to omit it is throwing the 1-bor upon the pa-

tieu«, with the expense. of three or four operations more of the

medicine th in would be needed, did the person who attends do

his duty faithfully.

&N GIVING POISON AS MEDICINE

The practice of giving poison r.s medicine, which is so conrr

mon among the medical faculty at the present day, is of the in

most importance to the public; and is a subject that I wish to

bring home to the serious consideration of the whole body of

the people of this country, and
enforce in the strongest man

ner osi their minds the pernicious consequences that have hap

pened, and are daily taking place by reason of giving mercury)

arsenic, nitre, cpiuin and oilier deadly poisons to cure disea-c

It is admitted by those who mike use of theso things, that tho

introducing them into the system is very dangerous and that

I hey often "pm^ {'ul During thirty year's practice, I have

had opportunity to grin much experience on this subject, a; d

am ready lo declare th it I am perfectly and decidedly cenvinc*

od, beyond all doubt, that there canbeno possible good derived

ft-om usino, in -any manner or form whatever, those poisons: hm

on rii^ other hand, ihere is a great deal of hurt done. }. <m

th m nine tenths of the chronic c ,ses that have come under my

j re, have been such as had been run down with some one or

the "whole of the above named medicri poisons; and the grc-
■■:-

■^i ''i"mubi' T li-ve hid to encounter in removing (he rem-

£*jri.n^ wlrich mv patients labored under*, has been t* dear Hb
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system of mercury, ni'ra, or opium, nnd bring them back to t»m

s .me state they were in before taking (hem. I( is a veiy e;ii|y
thing to tetthem into tfie system, but very hard to get them

out ag rin.

Those who make use of lliose tilings ns medicine, seem to

rloak the administering them under the specious pretence of

^re it skill and art in pivp uiiig and using them; but (his kind of

covering will not blind the people, if they woujd examine it and

think for themselves, instead of believing that every thing s id

or done by a learned man must be right; for poison given to the

sick by a p rson of (he greatest skill, will have exactly the sanu

effect as it would if given by a feiol.—The fact is, the oper 'lion
of it is diametrically opposed to nature, and every particle of it,
that h . ken into the system, will strengthen the powers of the

enemy to health. If ihere should be doubts in the minds of any

one of the truth of what I have said concerning the articles 1

have named being poisonous and destructive to the constitution

nnd health of man, I will refer them to the works published by
(hose who recommend their use; where they will find evidence

enough to satisfy the most credulous, of the dangerous conse

quences andj fatal effects, of giving i hem as medicine. To remove

all doubts of their being poison I will make a few extracts from

standard medical works, as the best testimony that can be given
in the case.

"Muriate of Mercury, is one of the most violent poisons
with which we are acquainted. Externally it acts as an escha-

roticor a caustic; and in solution, it is used for desl toying fun

gous flesh, and for removing hep tic eruptions; but cvenoxter-

nallv, it must be used with very great caution." Yet, reader,
this active poison is used as medicine, nnd by being prepared
in a different form, and anew name given it, (calomel,) its good
qualities are s id to be invadutible, nnd it is a certain cure for

almost e-.ery diseuse.

"Oxyl if Arsenic, is one of the most sudden and vfolen*

poisons we are aoqu anted with. In mines, it causes the de

struction of numbers of those who explore rii< an ; and it is fio-

(pmntlv theinstrtma^nt by which victims •

resaaificed. either by
the h-nd of wickerlne^ or imprudence. The fumes of arsenic

arc so deleterious to die lungs, that the artist ought lo be on his

amard to prevent their exh d lion by the mouth; for if limy be

mixed ;md swallowed with the saliva, effects will t ike place sirjii
Lav te 'hose which follow its introdaotion inte the stomach in a

«ahne state; namely, a sonsation of a piercing, gnawing, and'
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bu ruing kind, accompanied with an acute pain in the stomach.

and lutes' ines, which last arc violently contorted; convulsive

vomiting; insatiable thirst, from the parched and rough state of

(lie tongue and throat: hiccough, palpitation of the heart and a

deadly oppression of the breast, succeed next; the mailer eject
ed by the mouth as well as (he stools, exhibit a black, fix-ted, nd

putrid appearance; at length with the mortification of (heb< w-

els, Ihe pain subsides, and death terminates the sufferings of the- v t

patient." "When the quanli'y is so very smdl as not to prove /

fetal, iremors, paralysis and lingering hecrics succeed."'

Notwithstanding this. terrible description of the fatal effects

of his article, the author says, "though the most violent, ofmin

er d poisona, arsenic, according toMurray, oqm Is, when properly
administered, the first medicines in the chss of tonics." "Of

all die diseases, (<iys Dr. Duncan,) in which white oxyd erf

arsenic has been used internally, there is none in which it fins

been so frequently and so successfully employed, as in the cure
ctf intermittent fevers. We have now the most satisfactory in-

ftirmation concerning this article, in the Mcdcal Reporls, of

the effects of arsenic in the cure of r/gues, remitting uvea, and

periodical headaches, by Dr. Fowler of Stafford." "Such ate

t}m powers of this medicine, that two grains of it are often suf
ficient to cure an intermittent that has continued for weeks I'.7

**As in external remedy, arsenic has long been known as ihe

basis of the celebrated cancer powders : Arsenic has ev r been

applied in substance, sprinkled upon the ulcer: but this mode

of using ri is exceedingly piinful and extremely dmgei-oos.—

There have been f tal effects produced from its absorption." "\o

other escharotic possesses eqn 1 powers in cant ei'i'S- affections^
it not on frequently amends the discharge, causes the so-e 'o

oon'-ict in size, md cses have been related of its h ring
'

effected a cure." Buf, says Dr. Willich, "we re, on the com- j y

*

bined tes'imouvof many medical pracliriono.rs, conspicuous for j

their professional zed and integrity, irresistiUv ind -.iced to de- jj
dare our opinion, at leas', against the internal .so of this acri.'O

and dangerous medicine."

I shall leave it. to the rc«der to reconcile, if he can, the in

consistencies md absurdities of the >bove statements, <^' the

effects of rtfsb-me; and ask himself the question, whether it

Onn be possilile for an article, the use of which is attendee with

such consequences, en be in any sh pe or form, proper to l»e

used -'s med;cine; yet, it is . we'll kivwn f c\ that l|yp poison

in constant usp among the f cd'y, md forms the principal m-
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gredient in most of those nesirums sold throughout (he rnunlnj ,

under the names of drops, pi wders, washes, balsams, c. «
.

; nd

there onn be no doubt, lha( thousands either die. or lec<mc

miser, ble invalids in comcquence.
u

Antimony, in the modern nomenclature, is (he nine given
ui to a peculiar inetid. The anlimonial me(al is ; medicine of (he

i greatest power of any known substance; a quantity too minute

.^
(o be sensible in (he mos( delicate balance, is capable ii j-ro-

' ducing violent effects, if taken dissolved or in a selual le state."
'

"Sulphurcted antimony was employed by ihe ancients in Col

ly ria, against infl mmaiion of the eyes, and for so tiling the eye

brows black. Its internal use does not sum to lave been

established till ihe end of the fifteenlh coi.tmy; ai.d even at

(hat time it was 1-y moy looked upon as peisi mms.'''1 "All the

metalic prop r tions are uncertain, as it entirely di p< nds < n ihe

state of the stomach, whelJ e- ib< v have no actional all, or

operate with dangerous violence." "The princtp-d general
medicinal 'pplication r<f antimony has been foi (ho use of fel rile

"■^a!:c(.tions." "In the l->ller sb-gc of fever, where debili(y pre-

/ vails, its use is iirdmbsible.'" "Of the propriety of using (his

me'.l as medicine, 1 sir 11 leave it lo the reader lo judge for

himself.

"Nitre. S tit-pot reV This salt, consisting of nitric acid ■ nd

potash, is found re fly formed on the surf ce of the soil in w rrn

olim tes.*' "Purified nitre is prescribed with ■ dv ntago in

nnievous disorders. Its virtues are <hose of a lefrigiren' nd

anurerie. It h usually given in doses firm two or three ma rs to

a sc'uple, being a very cooling -nd resol en medicine, which by
neb xing the spasmodic rigidity or the vessels, pit nates ma only
the s^cietion ef urine, but ; t the s me time insensible poaspr ra

tion, in febrile disorders; wdiile it alb ys thirst and b. :es heal;
though in malignant cases in which the pulse is low. ml 'he

pifomfs strength exhao-m-]. it produces oontraiy officii?."—

'•"'This powerful salt, when in; dvertenfly t -ken in too Inge euau-

tiries, is one of the most fatal poisons." "Fer some interest

ing eihservtions veltive to the deleterious properties of s*rit-

p.v--p, the reader isreferted lo Dr. Mitchell's letter to Dr.

Pri-slv."

I havefoun^ from a series of pr-'ctic 1 experiment <■. for m-ny

years, that sdt-petre Iras the most cer'nin and deadly effects

upr-n the human system, of ny drug *hat is used as n.edicine.

Ahho'igh die effec's on duced by it -re not so immediately
Ertal as many ethers, yet its whole tendency is to counteract the
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linnciples of life and destroy ihe operation of nature. Expe*
rience has (aught me that it is the most powerful enemy to he life,
and that it is the most difficult opponent to encourfter, with nnv

degree of success, that I have ever met with. Being in ii"s<
nature cold, ihere cannot be any other effects produced ly it,
(ban to increase the power of that enemy of heat, and to lessen
ils necess ry influence.

"Opium, when taken info the stomach, to such an extent as

to have any sensible effect, giyes rise to a pleasant soienity of ihe
mind, in generri proceeding to a certain degree of languor- nd
dVowsiness." "It excites thirst, and renders the moulh drv

and parched." "Taken into the stomach in a larger dose, gives
rise to confusion of the head and vertigo. The powers of all

stimulating causes of making impressions on the body ■no-

diminished; and even at times and in situations when a person
wo ild naturally be awake, sleep is irresistibly induced. In still

larger do«es, it acts in the smnem finer as the narcotic poison1?,
giving rise (o ve-tigo, headache, tremors, delirium and convul

sions; -md these terminating in a state of stupor, from which

the person cannot be roused. This stupor is accompanied with »- ' \

slowness of the pulse, an I with sertor in breathing, and the j
scene is terminated in death, attended with the sameappe-r- .'

ences as t ke pi .ce in ■

n apoplexy." "In intermidents it is s. id

(o h ive been -ised wi(h good effect." "Ii is often of ve:y g>eat

service in fevers of the typhoid ?voe." "In srnril pox, when the

convulsions licfore eruption -^e frequent and considerable, opium
is libcrallv used." <lTn cholera an 1 pyrosis, it is rlmosl the

only hing trusted to." "The administration of opium to the

un 'ocustemed, is some'imes very difficult. The requisite quan

tify of opium is wonderfully drforont in different persons, rmd

\ in differen' s'l'esof (lies' me person. A quarter of a grrin w-dl,

, in one abd1, mo-hce offbets which ten rimes the qm-ntity will

not do in a no' her. The lowest fatal dose to ihe unaecusti mod,

as mentioned 'w au'Vvs. sterns to be four grains; but a danger

ous dose is so apt to puke, that i( h s seldom time to occasion

de-th."

From 'he above extracts i( will readily be seen, tha( the use

of opi'im is medicine i£ very d ngerous, at leas', if not destruc

tive -jo lie Vh; i»s adocates. it will he observed, do not pre'ond v

tint h wdl cure "my disorder, bul is used -s a p lli'tive for the

purnoseof e singpin, by derslroving sensibility.
Pain is caused

by dse se, md 'here en t^ no o'her w v te relieve it hi< by
- ^wina the cause. Sleep produced by onium is unnatural,*
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and affords no relief to the pat.ont, lieing nolhing more than k

Suspension of his senses; and it might with as much propriety-
be said, that a state of delirium is beneficial, for a person in lb.it

situation is not sensible of pain. The fact is, opium is a j>oi-

son, and when taken into (he system, produces n<> other efecf,

than to strengthen the power of the enemy to health,- by dead

ening (he sensible organs of the stomach and intestines, and

preventing them from performing their natural functions so im

portant to the maintaining of he; llh and life. In all tho cases

that have come within my knowledge, where the patient has

been long in the habit of taking opium, I have found il almost

impossible, after removing the disease to restore the digestive-
powers of the stomach.

I have made the foregoing extracts on the subject of poison^,
for (he purpose of giving a more plain and simple view of the

pernicious consequences caused by (heir being given as medi

um", than I could do in any other manner. In this short

address it is impossible to do that justice to the subject (hat I
could wish, and which i(s importance demands; but I am not

without hope, that what is here given will satisfy every candid

person who reads it, of the truth of (hose principles which i» has

been at all times my endeavor to inculcate, for the benefit of

m nkind, and convince them, that what has a tendency to de

stroy life, can never be useful in restoring health.

In support of what has been before said on the use of meF-

oory, I will here give a short extract from Dr. Mann's Medical

Sketehes, which is but a trifle in comparison with the m; ny cases

tlr ' he has given of the fatal effects of that poison. "Calomel

should never be administered, unless the patient is so situated

th. 1 the skin m y be preserved in its natural warmth. If ihis

is not attended lo during its administration, cither the bowels
or (he glands of (he mouth suffered. To one of these parts
it frequently directed ill its stimulating powers, and induced on

one or the other high degrees of infT'mmarion, which terminated
in mortification of the intestines, or destruction of not only the*

miHoles, but the bones of the f ce.
"Four c ;ses under these formid- ble efffrets of mercurial ptya-

tism, were admitted into (he general hospital at Lewislown;
three of whom died with their jaws and faces dreadfully muti

lated. The fourth recovered with the loss of the inferior mnx-

riT on one side, and the moth on the other. He lived a most

wretele 1 bfe, deformed in his features, (when t last s^w the

patien',) inc pable of t king food, except through O small
. Hberturem^coofhrsmouih.n
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There are several vegetables that grow common in ibis coun

try, which are poisons; and in order that the public may be on

their guard against using them as medicine, I will here give a

lis' of those within my knowledge, viz: 'Jarden Hemlock,

Nigh'-shide, Apple Peru, Poppy, Henbane, Poke-root, .Man-

drake-vooi, Jarget-root, Wild Parsnip, Indigo-weicd, Ivy, Dog
wood, Tobacco, and Lmrel. In case either of these articles,
or any other poison should be taken through accident, or either-

wise, a strong preparation of No. 1, with a small quantity of No.

2, will be found to be a sovereign remedy.
C ses frequently occur in the country of being poisoneel ex

ternally, by some of the above vegetable poisons, in which they
swell very much. When this happens, by taking No. 2, or

Composition, and w ishing with the tincture, or the third prepa

ration of No. 1, relief may be speedily obtained.

It is a common thing with the doctors to make use of many of

the above mentioned veget ble poisons .s medicine; but I would

eaution the public against the use of them in any w iy whatever,

as they will have no other effect than to increase the difficulty,
and injure the constitution of the patient; being deadly poisons

it is impossible that thev can do any good. No dumb beast wiH

ever touch them, and they are correct judges of what is good
for food or medicine.

Great use is made in many parts of the country of garden

hemlock, (scicuta,) and is recommended by the doclors for many

compl lints, to be t ikon or applied externally. I have been credi

bly informed (hat large qum'ities of this article are collected

and boiled down to a thick substance, by the people in ihe coun

try, and sold by them to fhe doclors and apothecaries. It is

well known to be the greitest poison of any vegetable, and was

ms'd in ancient times to put criminals to death; but (his w-s

before it was ever (ho.igfo of, that the same article (ha( would

cause immediate death when tiken for that purpose, would
also

cure diseise.
r

Many persons that pretend lo mriceuse of my system ot prac

tice, are in the habit of using
s«»-«e <ff the vegetables that I have

motioned ->s poisonous. 1 wish the public (o unde-snnd that

<t is entirely unauthorised by me -.s (here is nofo.ug m mv practice

or wnlin", but whit it directly opposed to every thingot a poison

ous nature heinff used ns medicine; for it Irsalwvslmen my nun,

to iscertain and .void the -a of every thtng moppt such rrti-

cfos -s Ikmwv by act,, ri experience to be amebic
to nature, nd

yl«o free from all danger or risk in using them to cure disease
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1 therefore caution the public against putting
•

ny confidence m

such is m a,c use of fither vegetable or mineral poison.
There has been several cases of death published by the doc

tors, which they say were c used by those who pr ctice by my

sy- em; and from the description they have given of ihe treat

ment, I have good reason io suppose, if there is any truth -.1 .dl

in rimm, were attended by such as I have before mentioned,

pre' ending to practice by my system withe-'* having a correct

knowledge of it; and who are tampering v%.i'i every kind of

medicine they can find; for there is. no such iiea-ment of dis

ease, as (hey describe, over been receunniendcd by me or that

©un be found in my writings or practice. It is very convenient

for them, and has become common, to s y, when 1hey h ppen to

be successful, it is their own grr it improvements; but when the

p-iient dies, it is then laid to the Thomson system of practice.
This is unjust, and ought to be exposed: and I ask all those

<vho have a wish lo promote the practice, to adopt some means

fd ascertain the truth, and make it public*

THE DOCTORS WITHOUT A SYSTEM.

That the doctors have no system, is a fact pretty generally
acknowledged by themselves; or at least, they have none that has
been fixed upon as a general rule for their practice. Almost

eve- v gre-t man among them has had a system of his owr\,

which has been followed by their adherents till some other erne

is brought forward more fashionable. This is undoubtedly a

great evil, for it makes every tiling uncertain; where it is con

si ntly changing, there can be no dependence on any thing, and
the prvctie-.e must always be experiment 1; no useful knowledge
can be obtained by ihe young practitioners, as they will be con

stmtly seeking after new theories. What should we say of a

OM-jienfer who should undertake to reprir a building, without-

having any rule to work by, and should, for want of one, de-
*

stray the half of ril he undertook to repair. The employers
would soon lo3c all confidence in him, and dismiss him as an

ignorant blockhead. And is it not of infinitely more import
ance for t^iose who undertake to repair the human body, to have

some correct rule to work by? Their practice is founded on vis

ionary theories, which are so unce't in md contradictory that

Tig; ijrmossiblc t« form any correct general role its a guide to W**
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e&pendcu upon. In order to shew the opinions of. others m

well as my own, I shall make a few extracts from late waiters

on ihe subject. Speaking of the revolutions of medicines, one

*ys:
. ...

"We have now noticed the prin in 1 revolutions ot medicine;
and we plainly perceive that the boory of medicme, not only
has been, but ;s yet, in an unsettled st te, thai its pi aerical a\>

plicationis wavering, fall cious, and extreme! \ pernicious; and

taking a survey of the various fortunes ef .lie art, we may

well siy, with Bacon, that medicine is a science that hath been
'

'/|
m .-v professed than labored, and yet more 'abored than advano- J

ed, tf.-e labor having been in a circle, but not in progression." f^k
"Theories are bu' the bulierff.es of the day—they buzz fot ^jJSi

a while and then expire. VVe can trace for many centuries past, /

one theory overturning another, yet each in its succession pro* /

uusmg itself immort dity."
"The applicoo.. "f the r>iles which the practitioner lays

down to himself is direct, and in their choice, no one can er«

with impunity. The least erroneous view leads to some con

sequence. VVe must remember the lives of our fellow creatures

are at s-ake. For how many cruel and premature deaths, how

mmy imp d red and debilitated constitutions have paid for the

folly of theories!— follies, which have proved almost alw-ays fa-

oinating. Tie study of a system is more e->sy than an investi

gation of nature; and in practice, it seems to smooth every diffi-.

uuPy."
"In my lectures on the art of physic, (says Dr. Ring,) both

theoretical and practical, I have fully proved that there
is no ne-

oessitrfor that bane of the profession, conjecture or hypothesis;

and if I were asked whether, if^I myself were dangerously ill, I

would suffer anv hypothetic!, however plausible physician, to

prescribe for mv malady, mv answer would be no, assuredly no,

unless T wished to risk "the loss of my life. I could give a re

markable instance of this. .

"Speculation and hypothesis are always at variance witt

'&und experience a.nd successful practice?1
The above extr c's evince the pernicious

effects of false the

ory and hypothesis, which at the present day, constitute nearly

(he whole ar* of ohvric. ,

The following' jnst remarks are copied
from the writings o?

the Rev John Wesley.

« \s the ries -or- sed, s m' le medicines were morp
and more

tfcneoanfed and disused; ^ m a «W»rf l*»* ***&&&
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part of the .11 were forgotten, at least in the more polite nations -

In the room of thc^e,*.bund,nee of new ones were introduced,

by reasoning, speculative men; and those more and more diffi

cult to be applied, as being more remote from common observa-

tien. Hence rules for the application of these, and medical

books were immensely multiplied; till at length physic became

an abstruse science, quite out of the reach of ordinary mom—

Physicians now began lo be held in admiration, as persons who

were something more than human. And profit attended (heir

employ, as well as honor. So that they had now two weighty
reasons for keeping the bulk of mankind ;<( a distance, that they
might not pry into the mysteries of (heir profession. To (his

end 1 hey increased those difficulties, by design, which were in a

manner by accident. They filled (heir wrirings with abundance
of technical terms, utterly unintelligible to plain men.

"Those who understood only how to restore the sick to health,
they branded with the name of Empirics. They introduced in

to pnetice abundance of compound medicine, consisting of so

many ingredients, (hat it was sc;i;t e possible for common peo

ple to know which it wis that wrought a cure. Abundance of

exo(ics, neither the nature or names of which their own coun

trymen understood."

"The history of ihe art of medicine, in all ages," says Dr.

Blane, "so teems with the fanciful influence of superstilious ob

servances, the imaginary virtues of medicines, with nugalory,

delusive, inefficient, and capricious practices, fallacious and so

phistical reisonings, as to render it little name ihan a chaos of

error, a tissue of deceit unworthy of admission among tho ose-

•fnl rrrts and liberal pursaits of man"
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