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Bistrict of Massachusetts, to wit:
District CrErw’s OFFICE,
E it remembered, that on the thirty-first day of July, A. D.
2 1822, in “the forty-seventh year of the independence of the
United States of America, Samuel Thomson, of the said Districg, '
Bas deposited in this office the title of a book, the right whereof
‘he claims as author and proprietor, in the words following, te wit:
A Narrative of the Life and Medical Discoveries of Samuel
Thomson, containing an account of his System of Practice, and the
manner of curing disease with vegetah]e medicine, upon a plan en~
tirely new; to which is added an Introduction to his New Guide to
Health, or, Botanic Family Physician, containing the principles up-
on which the system is founded, with remarks on fevers, steaming,
poison, &c.—Written by himself.”
. In conformity to the act of Congress of the United States, entitled
“An act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the cories
of Maps, Charts and Books, to the Aunthors and Proprietors of cuch
copies, during the time therein mentionéd:” and also to an act, cn-
titled ‘‘An act supplementary to an act, entitled ‘An act for the en-
couragement of learning, by securing the copies of Maps, Chartsand
Pooks, to the Authors and Proprietors of such copies, during the
times therein mentioned ; and extending the benefits thereef to the .
Arts of Designing, Engraving and Etching Historical and other®
Prints.” T
JOREN W, DAVIS, Clerk of Mass. Distrigls



ADVERTISEMENT.
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It has, for a long time, been a subject in which I have felt s
deep interest, to publish something which should not only be
interesting to the public, but should convey to them a correct
knowledge of my system of practice, in order that they might
reap the advantage of the experience I have had in curing dis-
case by a sife and simple method of my own invention; and
patting it in their power, &t all times, to relieve themselves and
families from pain and sickness, without having to be at the
risk and expense of employing a fashionable doctor. One oth-
er object I have-also had in view, and that is, to lay before the
public, a fair statement of facts, that they may have a correct
knowledge of the trials, persecutions and deterntined opposition
I have received {rom the medical faculty, in bringing my sys-
tem and medicine into use among the people.

The following work containsa correct narrative of my life, as
far as it has been cennected with my medical practice; and the
treatment I have recsived from those whom I have had to deal
with in my endeavors to relieve the distress of my fellow crea-
tures, by informing them how they might prevent or cure disease.
I have added a number of certificates and statements from oth-
ers, who have had much experience, and are well qualified to
form a correct view of the utility and safety of the practice.—
1 have also inserted in this volume, the Introduction to my New
Guide {o Health, or Botanic Faunily Physician, in which is fully
expl#ined. the principles upon which the system is founded, and
remarks on {evors, steaming, |)Ois’)n.. &ec.

By o caveful exymination of this Narrative, the reader will be
enabled to form a pretty good knowledge of my whole system
of practice, and the difierent vegetal Lles that I make use of in
every discase; and will be fonnd to conta in muach usetul in-
formation on tho subject generally.  The other part, which is
intended as 2 book of practice, contains a description of the
yegetables made use of by mey and the manner of preparing
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2nd administering them, ®ind general directions for the fréat-
ment of all cases of digease. This bock will not be put inte
the hands of any except those whe purchasea family right.

The preparing, compounding and administering the medi-
cine contained in my system, in manner and form as laid down
in my book of practice, I cliim as my own discovery; all of
which has been secured to me by letters patent; and whoever
makes use of it without authority from me or my agents, make
themselves liable to the penalties ef the law. "Those whe wish
to purchase the right of usirg them in their families, will be ac-
commodated, by application to me or apy of my agents duly
suthorised, .



OF THE

LIFE, 8&c. OF SAMUEL THOMSON.

THERE is nothing, perhaps, more unpleasant than to write-
onesown life; forin dumo 1i we ure obliged to pass over dgain,
as it were, many scenes s, which we might wish to have forgotien,

and relate many p;nmul:rs, wiich, though they may seem very
important to curselves, yet wonld be very uninteresting to the
rexder. li is not iy infention to atfemipt to write a history of
my life, nor \mnld it be in.my power to do it if I had such a
wish; Lut as I have been the greater part of my life engaged
in one of the most important pursuits, and which is of more
consequence o the gredt human mm.ly, than any'other that
could be undertaken l»y man; that of alleviating human misery,
by curing all cases of dise a:e by the most s:mple, safe and cer-
tain method.of practice, I think the public will be interested to’
know somethung of me, and the cause of my having taken upan
myself so importanta calling, without being regularly educated
to the profession, which is thought by the world to be indispensi-
bly necessary; but I sholl take the liberty to disagree a little
with them in this particular; for, although .carning may be a
great advantage in acquiring }‘row ion, yet that ulone will
never make a great man, where there is no natural gift,

By giving a short sketch of the exrly purt of my existence,
and ’rel'uing those zccidental circumstances that have occurre 264
during wmy. life, and which were p'umi'nl‘v the ciuce of my
engiging in the healing art, will caable the public to ]udge-
more correcily, whether Ilave taken that course, in fulfilling
my daty in this life, which the God of natnre hath pointed out
for me. In doing thlS,I shall endcavor {o give a phm and
simple. narrative of facts as they took place, and selate only

those particulars of my life, with such of 1he cuses that heve

come under my care, as will best eonvey to the reader the most

eorrect information 01 my system of practice in r.urmg,dxseu.w
o 1 .
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0 NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE, &ec.

I was born February 9, 1769, in the fown of Alsted, county «
of Cheshire, and state of New Hampshire, My father, John
Thomson, was bern in Northbridge, ccunty of Worcester, :nd
state of Massachussetts; he was tweniy-five yeurs old when I
was born. My mother’s name was Hannah Cobb; she was
born in Medway, M:ssachusetts, and was four years older than
my father. I had one sister older than myself, and three Lro-
thers and one sister younger, who are ¢l living except my second
¢ brother, who died in his fourteenth year. Dy oldest sister mar:

ried Semuel-ills, and lives in Surry, New Hampshire, and my
two brothers live in Jericho, Vermont. My youngest sister
married Waters Mather, and lives in the state of Ohio.
That counfry was a wilderness when I wis born; iy father
bad began there‘about a year before, at which time there was
no house within three miles one way, and about one the other;
‘there were no roads, and they had to go by marked trees. 'The
snow was very deep w%ﬂ they moved there, snd my mother had
to travel over a mile on snow shoes through the weods to get
{o their habitation. My parents were poor, having nothing to :
begin the world with; but had to deflend upon their lubor for |
suppert. My £ ther had bought a piece of wild lind on credit,
and had to pry for it by his labor in what he could make off the |
larnd, which ca:sed us great hardships and deprivaticns for a
Yong time. v
As socn as I began to form any correct idens of things, my
mind was much irritated by the impressiciis made on it by my
parents, who, no doubt with very gocd intentions, filled my
young head -ith all kinds of hob-goblins and witch-stories,
which m:de a very deep impressicn on my mind; and which ‘
vere not entirely irradicated for many years. T mention this ‘
as a caniion to parents, not to tell their children 2ny thing but
the truth; for youmg children naturally believe whatever their
perents tcll them, and when they frighten them with such sto-
ries, for the purpose of making them lLiehave well, it will' most
generally have a very bad effect; for when they arrive at years
of discretion, and find that &l those stories are falsehoods, they
wall naturally form very vnfavorable opiniens of their patents,
whose duty i is {o set {hem befter examples. I
' My fuatker and mother were of the Buptist persuasion, and b,
were very strict in their religious duties, They attended meet- &
ing every Sabbath, and my fither prayed night and morning in
his fanily,  One day they went to meeting, ard left me and my
sister at home alone, and told us that if we were wicked they
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shotld send the bear of the kaocker to darry. 8 of, While
they were absent { was at play, when we heard o hasd kneciin
on the outside.of the house, which frightcned vs very niveh
aid when they cime home I told them what bed b 1ppened but
mstead of left'n'r us know what it was, they told vs it wis thet
knocker tliey told us of; and that or the hear would a]'v 1ys
come if we were wicked and did not mind and do as they teld
us. It wus several years after that my rezson taught fme that
this knocker as they ca llod it, was a wood-pecker thit ciae on
the end of the house, Parents ought to be ‘careful to impress
on the mnds of young chxl dren, correct l(lG‘S of h'r gs, and
not mislead their uudbshmmvs by telling them fxiuc 1ods §
for it will be of the gre-fest importance as respeets their 1uLu1<,
conduct and pursuits in life.

Wher [ was between three and four years old, my fathertook
me out with him to work. The first hu*inecs I wssset to do
was to drive the cows to pasture; =nd watch the geese, with
other small chores, which occupation kept me all day in the °
fields, I was very curious to know the names of all the herbs
which I s growing, and-what they were good for; (0d to
satisfy my curiosity” was constantly making enquiries of those
persons that [ happened to be with, for that purpose: All the
information T thus obtained, or by my own dbservation; I care-
fully hiid up in my memory, and never forgot. There was an
old lady by the nameof Benton lived near us, who used to
attend our fumily when -there was any sickness. At that time
there was no such thing as a Doctor known among us; theig
not being any within ten miles. The wholeof her practice
was with roo's and herbs, applied to the patient, or given in' hot
drinks, to produce sweating; which always answered the pur+
pese.  When one fhing did ot produce the desired effect, she
would fry something els(‘, till they were relieved. Bv hex
attention to the famllv, and the benefits they received from Be¥
skill, we beeame very much attached to her; and when she used
to go out to eollect roots and herbs, she would take me with
her, and learn me their names, with what they were good for;
and I used to be very curious in my 1nqume and in taqtmg
eyery thing that I found. The information I thus obtained at
this ear]y age, was afterwards of great use to me.

Sometime in the summer, after { was four yeats ¢ld, being
out in the fields in search of the cows, 1 discovered a plant
which had a singular branch and pods, that I bad never before
seen; and I had the curiosity to pick some of the pods and
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chew them; the taste and operation produced, was so remarke’

le, th:t I never forgot it. I afierwirds used to induce other
boys to chew if, merely Ly way of sport, to see them vomit, I
tried this herb in this way for nearly twenty yeurs, without
knowing any thing of its medicel virtues; s plant is what
1 have called the Emetic Herb, and is the most important erticle
I make use of in my practice. It is very common in most jrris
of thisicountry, and may be prepared and used in almost any
menaner. It is a certain counter-poison, having never been
known to fail to counieiict the eifects ol tlie most deadly
poison, even when taken in large quantities for self-déstruction.
There is no danger to be apprehended from its use, os it is per-
fectly harmless in its operation, cven when a large quantity is
taken—it operates as anwemetic, clesnses the stumach from all
improper aliment, promotes an internal heat, which is imine-
diately felt at the extremities, and produces perspiration.  The
exclusive right of using this plint for medicsl purposes is
secured to e by patenty and my rieht to the discovery lias never
‘heen disputed ; though the Doctors have done every thing they
could to destrey the credit of it; by fulse statements, representing
it to be a deadly poison, and at the same time they knew to the
contrary, for they have made use of it «themselves for several
years, and have tried to defratd me of the discovery. I feel
perfectly convinced from near thirty years experience of iis.
medical properties, that the discovery is of incalculable import-
ance, and if properly understood by the people, will Le more
useful in curing the disesses incident to this clunate, than the
drugs and medicines sold by all the apothecaries in the country,

. At five years of age my father put me to hard work, ard wus
very strict, using the rreatest severity towards me. I used to
suffer very much' from prins in my hips and back, being lame
from my birth, and the hard yvork made me so stifi, that in the
morring it was with difficuly T could wulk. My father’s seve-
rity towards me made me very unhappy, for I was constantly in
fear lest he should czll and T shouldenot hear him, in which
case, he used to punish me very severcly. I continued in this
situation till T was eight years okd, when my brothers began to be
some help, which took part of the burden off from me, We
suffered great hardships and lived very poorly; but we always
had something ‘to eat, and were contented, for we knew of
nothing be'ter; a dish of bern porridge and some potatoes,
were our constant fure, and this was better than many others
had, The greatest pact of this wister we had to live in the
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barn. In July my father had got the part of the roof of a new
house covered, and« we moved into it; which was more corr-
fortable than the bam.  About this time my mother was taken
sick, and was carried 1o Mrs. Benton’s, for her te take dare of,
where she remained for several weeks, during which time, by
using such means as this old lady prescribed; she recovered.—
At this time I hod never been to school, or had any chance
whatever to learn to read. My father kept me constantly to
worls all the week days, and on Sunday I had to go a considera-
ble distance on foot to meeting, and the' rest of the day was
kept on my feet in hearing him read the catechism, creed and
prayers, so that I had little time to rest on that day.

The winter I was eight years old, ] was very sick with the’
¢anker-rash; but was attended by the widow Benton, who cured
me by making use of such medicine as our country afforded,
and I was in a short time able to be about. After I had. got
well, my mind was more attentive to the use of roots and herbg
as medicine, than' ever. I had at that time a very goed know-
Jedge of the principal roots and herbs to be found in that part
of the country, with their names and medical usés; and the
neighbors were in the habit of getting me to go with them to
show them such roots and herbs as the doctors ordered to be

made use of in sickness for syrups, &c. and- by way of sport-
they used to call me doctor. While in the field at work I used.

often to find the herb, which I tasted when four years old, and
gave it to those who worked with me, to sce them spit and often
vomit; but I never cbservedsany bad effect produced by ity
which simple experimeats eventually led me to observe the
value of itin disease. .
When I was about ten years old, there was a school a little’
raore than a mile from my fathers, where.I had the opportunity
of attending for one month. The weather was cold and the
_going bad, which caused me to make veryslow progress in my
fearning; but the chance we considered a great privilege, for.
the country was new and people poor, and the opportunity foz
children to get learning very small. I took a grent dislike to
working on a farm, and never could be reconciled to it; for
nothing eould strike me with greater dread than to hear the
nima= of a plough, or any other thing used on a farm, mentioned
This I have always attributed to the hardships I underwent, and
the severity which my father used constantly 1o exercise towards
me from the time I was five to ten years old. At that time d
gsed to think that if I ever had any land I would not plovghuit 3
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and if my father’s treatmeat of me was the effect of hisreligian
I never wished to have any.  This was when-he wes under the
strongest influence of the baptisi ‘persuasion, and used to be
very zexlous in his religious dutiés, praying night «nd mommr,,
and sometimes three times a day, He wus a man of violent
and quick femper, and when in his fits of passicn, my mother
used frequently to remind him of certain parts of his prayer;
such asthis, which Tnever forgot: “May we live ‘soberly, right-
eously, and godly, in the present evil world.” She was a
woman rauch respesied in the town where we lived.

Abont ihe time Y was fourteen years old; my father left the
baptist persuasion and embraced that of universal salvation.—
By grace are ye suved, through faith not of yourselves, it is the
gift of God. " If he ever expenenced a change of heart for the
better, it was at this time; his love to God and man was great
and Thad great reason to rejoice, for he was like another man in
his house. e continued to enjoy the same belief with much
comfort {o the tiraeof his derth, which took place in August,
1820, aged 76.- My mother remained many years in the full
bellei of the salvation ¢f all men, uPd continued so #iil her
death.

Sometime during the year that I was sixteen years old, I
beard my parents say, that as my mind was so much taken up
with roots and herbs, they thought it best to send me to live
with a Doctor Fuller, of Westmoreland, who was called a root
doctor. This pleased me very much, and in some measure
raised my ambition; butI was sobn. after dissappeinted in my
hopes, for they seid I had not learning enoungh, and they did not
know how to spare me from my work, which depressed my
spirits and was very discouraging to me. I now gave up all
hopes of going to .mv other l)llSiHEa‘S, and tried 1o reconcile
myself to spend my days in working on a farm, which made me
very unhappy. [ had little Tcarn.nn‘ and was awkward and
ignorant of the world, as my fa ther had never given me any
chance to go into company, to learn. how to lel“ue, which
caused me gteut unessiness,

In the year 1788, when I was in my uineteenth year, my
father purchased a picce of land on Onion river, in the state of
Vermont, and on the 12th day of October he started from
Alsted, »nd took me with lim, to go to work en the land =nd
clear up some of it to build a house on, as it was all covered
with wood.” In ahout four days after our errival, we were ena-
bled to clezra small spot and to build uga camp to live m; we.
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dad to do-pur own cooking and washing; our fare was poor,
and we had to work very hard; but we got along tolerably well
till the 2d of December, when I had the misforiune to cut my
ancle very badly, which accident prevented me from doing any
Jabor for a long time, and almost deprived me of life. The’

wound was a very bad one, as 1t split the joint and Luid the bone
enfirely bare, so as to lose the juices of my ancle joint to such
a degree as to rednce my strength very much. My fither sent
for a Doctor Cole, of Jericho; who ordered sweet sppletree bark
to be boiled, and the wound to be washed with it, which caused
great pain, and inade it much worse, so that i eight days my
strength was almost exhausted; the flesh on my leg and thigh
mostly gone, and my life was despaired -of; the Doctor said he
could do no more for me; my father was greatly alarmed about
me, and siid that if Dr. Kitler idge, of Walgole, could be sent
for, he thought he might help me; but I told him it would be in
vain to send for biim, for [ could not live so long as it would take
to go afier him, without some immediite assistance. He said
he did not know what to do—1 toldhim that there was one thing
¥ had thought of; which I wished to have tried, if it could be
ohtained, that I thought would help me. Iie anxiously inquired
what it w2s, and 1 told him if he could find some comfrey root
T-would ‘ry a plaister made of that and turpentine. He imme-
diately went to an old place that was seftled Lefore the war, and
had the mod lwd to find some; a plaister was prepared by my
dircetions d applied to my ancle the side opposife to the
wound, md L xd the desired effect; the juices stopped running
in about six houts, and I was very much relieved; though the
pain continued to he very severe and the inflammation was great;
the juices settled between the skin and bone and caused a sup-
pnr::.tion, which broke in about three weeks; during which time
I did nothave three nights sleep, nor did I eat any thing. This
accidental ramedy was s found through necessity, and was the first
fime the mother of invention Leld forth her hand tome. he
succeess which attended this experiment, and the natural turn of
wmy raind to those things, I think was a principal cause of my
continuing to practice the healing art to this time.

Our stock of provisions being now exhausted, and my wound
somcwhat better, my father was very anxious to return to Al-
stead. He asked me if I thought I could bear the journey if
be should place me on a bed laid in a sled. I answered that I
was willing to try. He immediately went to work and fixed a
sled, and put me init on a straw bed; and on the first day of
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Jannary, 1789, we began our journey. There was very httle
snow, and the road rough, which caused the sled to jolt very
much and my sufferings were great. It was very doubtful with
my father, and likewise with me, whether I should live to per-
form the journey; but we procéeded on however, without any
thing important happening, except wearing out the runners of
our sled and having to makenew ones, and accomplished twenty
miles the first day. At a place where we stopped all night,
there was a woman whose situation zppeared to me so much
worse than my own, that I felt much encouraged. She had
been sick with a fever, and the doctor had given so much poi-
Sonous medicine, to break the fever, as he called it; she wag
left in a most miserable situation. IHer side znd shoulder were
in a putrid state, and in full as bad a condition as my ancle,
My father in dressing ‘my wound had drawn a string through
berween the heel cord und bone, and another between that and
the skin; so that two-thirds of the way round my anecle was
hollow. ] f ' 1
At a place where we stopped on the third night, a circum-
stance had occured, which, from its novelty, T think worth men-
tioning. A young woman who lived in the family had discov-
ered a sirong inclination to sleép more than what is commeon;
and hod expressed a wish that they would let her sleep enough
once. She went to bed on Sunday night, and did not wake
ugain till Tuesday moming, having slept thirty-six hours. On
awaking, she had no idea of having slept more than one night;
but began“to make preparution gor ‘washing, 4s was the custom
on Mondays, till 'she was informed that they had washed the
day before. Her health was good and she never after that
required more sleep than other persons. A '
When we got on to' the high land there was considerable
snow, and we got along much more comfortably. I had to be
carried in on the bed and laid bv the fire, every might, during
the journey. The people generally where we stopped, treated
me with kindness, and showed much pity for me in my distress-
ed situation;  but they all thought that I should not live to get
through the journey. The doctors had advised to have my leg
cut off, as the only, means of saving my life, and all those who
saw me during our journey, expressed the same opinion; and I
think it would have been done had I given my consent; but I
positively refused to agree to it, so the plan was given up. I
preferred to take my chance with my leg on, to having it taken,
off; which resolution I have never repented of; to thisday.

[
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On atriving in Walpole, my father proceeded immediately to
the house of the famous Dr. Kitteridge, to have him dress my
wound, and get his opinion of my situation; he not being at
home, and it being nearly dark, we concluded to put up for the
night, and I was carried in on my bed and lzid by the fire. The
doctor soon came home, and on entering the room where [ was,
cried outin a very rough manner, Who have you here? His wife
answered, a sick man. The devil; replied he, I want no sick
man here. I was much terrified by his coarse manner of speak-
ing, and thought if he was so rough in his conversation, what
will he be when he comes to dress my wound; but I was hap-
pily disappointed, for he took off the dressing with great care
and hindled me very tenderly. On seeing the strings that were
in the wound, he exclaimed, what the devil are these halters
here for? My father told him they were put in to keep the sore
open. He said he thought the sore open enough now, for it is
all rotten. Being anxious to know his opinion of me, my
father asked him what he thought of my situation. Whatdo I
think? said he, Why [ think he will die—xnd then looking very
pleasantly at me, said, though I think young man, you will get
well first.  In the morning he dressed my 2ncle again and gave
me some salve to use in future; and my father -asked him for
his bill, which was, I think, for our keeping and his atierding
me, about fifty cents. A great contrast between this and what
is charged at the present time by our regular physicians; for
they will hardly look at a person without making them pay two
or three dollars. Thave been more particular in describing this
interview with Dr. Kitteridge, on account of his extraordmary
skill in surgery, and the great name he acquired, and justly
deserved, among the people throughout the country. His sys-
tem of practice was peculiarly his own, and all the medicines
he used were prepared by himself, from the roots and herbs of
our own country. He was a very eccentric character and
uncouth in his manners; but he possessed a good heart, and a
benevolent disposition. He was governed 1 his practice by
that great plan which is dictated by nature; and the uncommon
success he met with, is evidenee enough to satisfy any reasona-
ble mind, of the superiority of it, over what is the practice of
those who become doctors by reading only, with their poisons
and their instruments of torture.

We left Walpole and arrived at eur home about neon, and
my mother, brothers and sisters, were much rejoiced fo see me,
though grieved at my distress%i sttuation; and never was any
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one more in need of the tender care of friends than I was at ths
time. My mother proved to me the old saying, that a friend
in need is a friend indeed. My case was consi dClCd doubtful
for some time. I was from the first of December to the first of
March unable to walk; but by good nursing and constant care,
I was enabled in the spring to attend to the business at home,
so that my father left me in charge of the farm, and went with
my brother to Onion river, again to work on hisland.

On the 9th of February, 1790, 1 was twenty-one years of
age, and my father gave me a deed of one-half of his farm in
Alstead, consisting of one hundred and twenty-five acres; and
I.carried 1t on for three years, and he had the liberty to take
such stock as he pleased. He then made preparaiions and
removed to Onion river, and left my mother and sister in my
care. Soon after I took a bad cold, which threw me into a
slow fever. In the month of March we all hzd the meazles,
and my mother had what the doctors called the black kind, and
was so bad that her life was despaited of. The dise:se turned
in and seated on her lungs, and she never recovered her he«lth.
Several doctors attended her without doing her any good; her
cough was very severe and her mouth was sore, und she was
greatly distressed. [ attended upon her under the direction of
the doctors, and took the cough and had mnch the same symp-
toms. ~ She continued to grow worse daily; the doctors guve
her over, and gave her disease the name of galloping consump-
tion, which I thought was a very appropriate name—for they
are the riders, and their whip is mercury,. opium and vitriol,
and they galloped her out of the world in about nine weeks.
She died on the 13th of May, 1790.

I was at this time very.low with the same disorder that my
mother died with, and the doctor often importuned me to take
some of his medncme but I declined it, thinking I had rather
die a natural death. He tried to fnnhten me by telling me it
was the: last chance of getting help, and he thought he could
cure me; but I told him I had observed the effect his medicine
had on my mother, for she constantly grew worse under the ope-

- ration of it, and I had no desire to risk it on myself. I have
always been of the opinion, that if Thad followed his advice, 1
should have been galloped out of the world the same as my
mother was; and I have never repented of my refusal to this day.

After my mother died, 1 undertook to doctor myself. and
made some syrups of Buch things ns I had the knowledge of,
which relieved my cough; and with the warm weather, 1 so far
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recovered my health, es to be able to work some time 1in Jure.
Being witbout woman’s help, I was obliged to hire such as 1
could get, which proved a disudvantage to my interest, and I
thought it would be best to find some person who would take
an interest in saving my property. On ‘the 7ih day of July,
1790, I was married to Susan Allen. - We were both youngand
had great hardships to encounter, but we got'aleng very well,
and both enjoyed good healih until our first child was born,
which was on the 4th day of July following. My wife was
taken ill on Saturday, and sent for help; she hngered along till
Sunday night, when she became very bad; her situation was
dangerous, and she was in hand constantly the whole night,
until sunrise the next morning, when she was delivered: but her
senses were gone.  During the whole nigat it was one continued
strugale of forcing nature, which produced so great an injury
to the nervous system, as to cause strong convulsion fits in
about an hour after her delivery. 'T'he witnessing of this horrid
scene of humin butchery, was one great cause of my paying
aftention to midwifery, and my practice has since been very
successful in if,

Her fits continued and grew- worse; there were six doctors
attended her that day, dnd a seventh was sent for; but she grew
worse under their care; for one would give her medicine, and
another said that he did wrong—another would bleed her, and
the other would say he had done wrong, and so on through the
whole. T heard one of them say that his experience in this case
was worlh fifty dollars. I found that they were trying their
practice by experiments; and was so dissatisfied with their con-
duct, that at night T told them what I thought; and that I had
heard them accusing each other of doing wrong; but I was
convinced that they had 211 told the truth, for they had all done
wrong. They all gave her over to die, and I dismissed them,
having seen enough of their conduct to convince me that they
were doing more hort than good.

Afier they were gone, I sent for Dr. Watts and Dr. Fuller,
who were czlled root doctors. 'They attended her through the
night and in the morning abeut the same hour that they began,

the fits left her. She bhad in the whole, cighteen of the most

shocking convulsion fits that had been ever seen by any one

present, The spasms were so violent that it jarred the whole ;

honse. After the fits had left her, she was entirely senseless,
and was raving distracted for three days; and then became per-
fectly stupid, and lay in that situation for three days; she then

. {
-
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langhed three days, and then cried three days; after which she
seemed to awake like a person from sleep, and had no know-
ledge of what had pussed, or that she had been sick, or had a
ehild. These two doctors continued to attene her, and used all
the ineans in their power o strengthen the nervous system. She
gained very slowly, and it was a long time before she got aLout;
but she never got- entirely over it. This sickness put me back
in my business very much, and the expense was above two hun-
dred dollars.

In 2bout a month afier my wife had recovered from her sick-
_ness, she was attacked with the tholic. which required all wy
attention and that of the two doctors who attended her before;
but all our exertions appeared to be 1n vain, for the disease had
its regular course for several days and then left her. These
attucks continued once a month, or oftener, and it was much
trouble to go for the docter so often as I had to, during these
turns, that I let a young man who studied with Dr, Watts, have
a house on my form, so as to have him handy; but I soon found
that by having a doctor so near, there was plenty of business for
him; for there was nota month in theyear but what I had some-
body sick in my family. If a child was attacked with any
trifling complaint, the doctor was sent for, and they were sure to
have a long sickness; so hLe paid his rent and keeping very easy.
This doctor lived on my {arm seven vears, during which time I
had a very good knowledge of all the medicine he made use of,
and his monner of curing disease, which has been of great use
to me. Finding that I had a natural turn for medical practice,
ke spared no pains to give me all the information in his power;
but [ had no thought at that time of ever practicing, except it
was to be able to attend iy own family. During the first of his
practice he used chiefly roots »nd herbs, and his success was very
great in curing canker and old complaints; but he afterwards
got into the fashionable mode of treating his patients, by giving
them apothecary’s drugs, which made him more popular with the
faculty, but less useful to his fellow crentures.

‘My mind was bent on learning tke medical properties of such
vegetables as I met with, and was constantly mn the habit of
tasting every thing of the kind I saw; and having a retentive
memory 1 have always recollected the taste and use of all that
were ever shown me by others, and likewise of all that I dis-
covered myself. This practice of tasting of herbs and roots
has been of great advantage to me, as I have always been able
to ascertain what is useful for any particular disease by that
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ineans. I was often told that I should poison myself by tasting
every thing I saw; but I thought I ought to have as much know-
ledge as a beast, for the Creator had given them an instinct to
discover what is goed for food, and what is necessary for medi-
cine.” 1 had but very little knowledge of discase at this time;
but had a great inclimation to learn whatever I had an oppor-
tunity; and my own experience, which is the best school, had
often called my attention to the subject.

The herb which I had discovered when four years old, I had
often met with; but it had never occurred t0 me that it was of

any value as medicine, until about this time, when mowing

in the field with a number of men one day, 1 cut a sprig of it,
and gave to the man next to me, who eat it; when we had got
to the end of the piece, which was about six rods, he said that
lie believed what I had given him would kill him, for he never
felt so in his life. I looked at him and saw that he was in a

most profuse perspiration, being as wet all over as he could be; /

he trembled very much, and there was no more colour in him
than a corpse. I told him to go to the spring and drink some
water; hie attempted to go, and got as far as thie wall, but was
unable to get over it, and laid down on the ground and vomited
several times. He said he thought he threw off his stornach
twe quarts. [ then helped him into the house, and in about
two hours he ate a very hearty dinner, and in the afternoon was
able to do a good half ‘day’slabor. He afterwards told me that
lie never had any thing do him so much good in ‘his life; his
appetite was remarkably good, and he felt better than he had
for a long time. - This circumstonce gave me the first ide2 of
the medical virtues of this valuable plunt, which I have since
found by twenty years experience, in which time I have made
use of it in every disease I hove met with, to great advantage,
that it isa discovery of the greatest importance.

In March 1794, my second daugliter was born; and my wife
had nomedical assistance except what I could do for her; with
the advice of the doctor who lived on my farm.  After this S}Ale
w: s never again afflicted with the cholic. In the course of this
year the lease of my fither’s half of the farm expired, and we
inade a division of the stock. My half was five yearlings and
half 4 colt; this, with half the farm, containing about one hun-
dred and twenty-five acres, was af the property I possessed,
and I was mosily clear of debt. Soon after, I purchésed of my
fither the other half of the farm; for which I gave six hundred
and thirty-six dollars, payable m stock, one half in two years

B2
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and the other in four. In order to meet these payments, I pur-
chased calves and colts; but it proved hard for me, as they
brought when the payment became due but little more than the
first cost, after having to keep them two years; I offered them
to my father for what the hay would have sold for they eat the
last year, but he would not agree toit. I settled with him,
however, and paid him according to contract. Iafterwards pur-
chased of a neighbor a small piece of land, which incommoded
me by keeping the sun from my house part of the forenoon; for
which I agreed to pay him seventy-three dollars and thirty-three
cants, in three years, with interest. This turned out a trouble-"
some affair for me, for when I came to pay the interest the second
vear, the note was more than when first given, having been
altered; and I refused to pay any thing. . When the note became
due, I would pay no more than what it was given for, and it was
sued and my cattle and horses were attached. It went through
a course of law and cost us both a great deal of expense and
trouble; but I finally beat him; he lost his note and I recovered
damage for his taking my cattle and horses. This wag the first
time I had any thing to do with the law, and in the whole it
cost me about one hundred dollars; but it was a good lesson,
and has been worth to me the expense.

When my second daughtei was about two years old she was
faken sick, and had what is called the canker-rash. Dr. Bliss,
who lived on my farm, was sent for, and he said she had that
disorder as bad as any one he ever saw. He tried his utmost
skill to prevent putrefaction, which he feared would take place;
but after using every exertion in his power without doing her |
any good, he said he could do no more, she must die. She
was senseless and the canker was to be seen in her mouth, nose
and ears, and one of her eyes was covered with it and closed;
the other began to swell and turn purple also. T asked the doe-
tor if he could not keep the canker out of this eye; but he suid
it would be of no use, for she could not live., 1 told him that if
he could do no more, I would try what I could do myself, " I
found that if the canker could not be sfopped immediately she
would be blind with both eyes. ~She was so distressed for brezth
that she would spring straight up on end in struggling to breathe,
I sat myself 1n a chair, and held her in my lap, and put a blanket
sound us both; then my wife held a hot spider or shovel between
my feet, and I poured on vinegar to raise a stexm, and kept it as
hot as ¥ found she could bear, changing them as soon as they
became eold; and by following this plan for about twenty min-
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utes, she became comfortable and breathed easy. I kepta cloth
wet with cold water on her eyes, changing it often, as it grew
warm. I followed this plan, steaming her every two hours, for
about a week, when she began to gain. Her eyes came open,
and the one that was the worst, was completely covered with
canker, and was as white as paper. I'used a wash of rosemary
to take off the canker; and when the scale came off, the sight
came out with it: and it entirely perished. The other eye was
saved, to the astonishment of all who saw her,.particularly the
doctor, who used frequently to call to' see how she did. He
said she was saved entirely by the plan I had pursued, and the
great care and attention paid to her. She entirely recovered
from the disease, with the exception of the loss of oneeye, and

has enjoyed good health to this time. = This was the first of my *

finding out the plan of steaming and using cold water. After
this I found by experience that by pulting a hot stone into a
thing of hot water, leaving it partly out of the water, and then
pouring vinegar on the stone, was an improvement. Care
should be taken not to raise the heat too fast; and I used to put
a cloth wet with cold water on the stomach, at the same time
giving hot medicine to raise the heat inside; and when they had
been steamed in this manner as long as I thought they could
bear it, then rub them all over with a eloth wet with spirit, vine-
gar, or cold water, change their clothes and bed clothes, and
then let them go to bed.

A short time before this daughter was sick, my oldest son
was born, and was very weikly in conseauence of his mother’s
having previous to his birth, what is called a three months fever,
which experience gave me a pretty good knowledge of the
practice of the doctors in prolonging a disease; for I never
could reconcile myself to the idea, thata doctorcould be of any
use if the fever must have its ceurse, and nature had to perform
the cure, at the same time the docter gets his pay and the credit
of it If the patient’s constitution is so strong as to enable

them to struggle against the operation of the medicine and the /

disorder, they will recover; but if not, they run down in what/

the doctors call a galloping consumnption. The doctor proceed-
ed in this way with my wife until I was satisfied of his plan,
when I interfered and dismissed him. As soon as she left off
taking his medicine, she began gradually to gain her health and
© soon got about.
. When this son was about six weeks old, he was attacked with
the croup or rattles; He was taken a little before sunset witk

i
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a hoarseness, was very much clogged with phlegm, and breath:
ed with so much difficulty, that e could be heard all over the
teuse: I sent for the doctor, and he attended him till about
ten o’clock atnight, without doing him any good, and then
went away, saying that he would not live till morning. After
he was gone, I was again obliged to call on the mother of in-
vention, and try what I could do myself. I searched the house
for some rattlesnakes’s oil, and was so fortunate asto find about
three or four drops, which I immediately gave him and it loos-
ened the phlegm, and he soon began to breathe easy; by close
attention through the night, the child was quite comfortable in
the morning. The doctor came in the next day and expressed
great astonishment on finding the child alive; and was anxious
to know by what means he had been relieved from so desperate
a situation. On my informing him, he seemied well pleased
with the inf-rmation; and observed that he was willing to allow,
that the greatest’ knowledge that doctors ever obtained was
either by accident or through necessity. So the discovery of a
cure for this desperate disease, by necessity, was of great use
both to me und the doctor; notwithstanding, however, the
information he gained of ‘me, instead of giving me credit for it
he charged me for his useless visit. '

I was in the habit at this time of gathering and preserving, in
the proper season, all kinds of medical herbs and roots that I
was acquainted with, in order to be able st all times to prevent
as well as to cure disease; for I found by experience, that one
onnce of preventative was better than a pound of cure. Ouly
the siinple article of mayweed, when a person has taken a bad
cold, by taking a strong cup of the tea when going to bed, will
prevent more dise:se in one night, with one cent’s expense,
than would be cured by the doctor in one month, =nd one hun-
dred dollars expense in their charges, apothecaries drugs and
nurses.

I had not the most distant idea at this time, of ever engaging
in the practice of medicine, more than to assist my own family;
and little did T think what those sévere trials and sufferings I
éxperienced in the cases that have been mentioned, and which
I wasdrove to by nécéssity, wére to bring about. It seemed as
a judgmentupon me, that either mySelf or family, or sonie orie
hving with tne, were sick most of the time the doctor lived on
my farm, which was about seven years. Since I hive had niore
experience, and become betier acquainted with the subject, T am:
satisfied in my own'mind of the cause. Whenever any of the fa-

™
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mily took a cold, the doctor was seiit for, who would always either \7’“
bleed or give physic. Taking away the blood reduces the heat,
and gives power to the cold tl:ey had taken, which increases the
disorder, and the coldness of the stomach causes canker; the
physic drives 2l the determining powers from the surface in-
wardly, «nd scatters the canker through the stomach and bowels;
which holds the cold inside and drives the heat on the outside.
The consequence is, that perspiration ceases, because internal
heat is the sole cause of this important evacuation; and s.sets
tled fever takes place, which will continue as long us the cold
keeps the upper hand.. My experience has taught me that by
giving hot medicine, the internal heat was increased, and by ap-
plving the stear externally, the nataral perspiration was restored ;
and by giving medicine o clear the stomach and bowels from
canker, till the cold is diiven out and the heat reinrns, which
is the turn of the fever, they will recover the digestive powers,
so that food will keep the heat where it naturally belongs, which
is the fuel that continues the fire or life of man.

After the doctor, who lived on my firm, moved away, I bad
very little sickness in my family,  On the birth of my second
son, which was about two. years from the birth of the first son,
we had no occasion for a doctor; my wife did well, and the child
was much more healthy than the others had been; and I have
never employed a aoctor since; for I had found from sad expe-
rience, that they made ruch more sickness than they cuved.—
Whenever any of my family were sick I had no difficulty in
restoring them to healih by such means as were within my own
knowledge. As fist as my children arrived at years of discre-
tion, I instructed them how to relieve themselves, and they have
all enjoyed good he-lth ever since. If parents would adopt the
same plan, and depend more upon themselves, and less upon
the doctors, they would avoid much sickness in their families,
as well as save the expense attending the employment of one of
tho regular physicizns, whenever any trifling sickness occurs,
whose extravagant charges is a grievous and heavy burthen
upon the people. T shall endeavor to instruct them allin my
power, by giving a plain and clear view of the experience I have
had, that they may benefit by it. If they do not, the fault wiil
not be mine, for I shall have done my duty. I am certain of
the faet, that there is medicine enough in the country within
the reach of every one, to cure all the disease incident to 1t, ¥
fimely and properly administered,

-
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At the birth of our third son, my wife was again given over
by the midwife. Soon after the child was born, she was taken
with agne-fits and cramp in the stomach; she wasin great pain,
and we were much alarmed at her situation: I proposed giving
lier some medicines, but the midwife wes much opposed toit;
she said she wished to have a doctor, and the sooner the better.
I immediately sent for one, and iried to persuade her to give
something which I'thought would relieve my wife until the doc-
tor could come; but she objected to it, saying thot her case was
a very difficult one, and would not allow to be trifled with; she
said she was sensible of' the dangerous situation my wife was in,
for not one out of twenty lived through it, and probably she
would not bLe alive in twenty-four hours from that time. We
were thus kept in suspense until the man returned, and the doc-
tor could not be found, and there wss no other within six miles.
I then came to the determination of hearing to no one’s zdvice
any longer, but to pursue my own plan. 1told my wife, that as
the midwife said she could not live more than twenty-four hours
her life could not be cut short more than thet time, therefore
there would be no hazard in trying what I counld do to relieve
her. T gave her some warm medicine to raise the inward heat,
and then applied the steam, which was very much opposed by
the midwife; but I persisted in it according to the hest of my
judgment and relieved her in about one hour, fter she had laid
in that situation above four hours, without any thing being done.
The midwife expressed a great deal of astonishment at the suc-
cess I had met with, and said that I had saved her life, for she
was certain that without the means I had uvsed, she could  not

.-have lived. She continued to do well and soon recovered.—

This makes the fifih time T had applied to the mother of inven-
}ion for ussistance, and in all of them was completely success-
ul.

These things began to be taken some notice of about this
time, «nd caused much conversation in the neighborhood. My
assistance was cslled for by some of the neighbors, and I at-
tended several cases with good suceess. I had previous to this
time, paid some aitention to the farrier husiness, and had been
useful in that line, This, however, gave occasion for the igno-
rant and credulous fo ridicule me and laugh at those whom I
attended; but these things had little weight with me, for I had
no other object in view but to be serviceable fo my fellow crea-
tares, »nd I wes too firmly fixed in my determination to pursue
that course which I considered was pointed out as my duty, by

v
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the experience and many hard trials | had suffered, to be deter-
red by the foolish remarks of the envious or mulicious part of
society.

The last sickness of my wife, T think took place in {he year
1799, and about two veors after she had another son and did
well, muking five song that she had in succession; she afier-
wards had snother daugliter, which was the list, making eight
children in the whole that she was the mother of; five sons and
three daughters. [ mention - these particulars in order that the
reader may the better understand many things that took place in
my fomily, which will give some idex of the experience and
trouble I tiad to encounter 1n bringing up so large a family,
especially with the m ny trials I had to go through in the various
cases of sickness and troubles, which are a:turally attendant on
all families, 2nd of which Fhad a very large share. The know-
ledge and experience, however, which I g2ined by these trying
scenes, I have reuson to bless Giod for, 2s 1t hes proved to bea
blessing not only to me, but many hundreds who have been
relieved from sickness and disiress, through my menns; and [
hope and trust that it will evertually be the cause of throwmg
off the veil of ignorence from the eyes of the good people of
this country, and do awu:y the blind confidence they sre so much
in the habit of placing in those who call themselves physicians,
who fire sumptuously every dey; living in splendor and magni-
ficence, supported by the impositions they practice upon a de-
luded 2nd credulous people; for they have much more regard
for their own interest than they do for the health and happiness
of those who are so unfortunate 2s to have any thing to do with
them. If this was the worst side of the picture, ii might he
borne with more patience; but their practice is altogether ex-
perimental, to try the effect of their poisons upon the constitu-
tions of their patients, and if they h:ppen to give more than
nature can bear, they either die or become miserable invalids the
rest of theirlives, and their friends console themselves with the
idea that 1t is the will of God, and it is their duty to submit;
the doctor gets well puid for his services, and that is an end of
the tragedy. It may be thought by some that this is a highly
colored picture, and that I am uncharitable to apply it to all who
practice as physicians; but the truth of the statements, as re-
spects what are c:lled regular physiciins, or those who get di-
plomas from the medical society, will not be doubted by any
who are acquainted with the suhject, and will throw =side pre-
tiudice_ and reflect seriqusly upon it—those whom the coat suits
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I am willing should wear it, There are, however, many physi-
cians within my knowledge, who do not follow the fashionable
mode of practice of the day, but are geverned by their own
judgments, and make use of the vegetable medicine of our own
* country, with the mode of treatment most consistent with na-
ture; and what is the conduct of those who have undertaken to
dictate to the people how =nd by whom they shall be attended
when sick, towards them? Why, means that would disgrace the
lowest dregs of society, that savages would not be guilty of, are
resorted to for the purpose of imjuring them, and destroying their
credit with the public, I have had a pretty large share of this
kind of treatment from the faculty, the particulars of which,
and the sufferings I have undergone, will be given in detail in
the course of this narrative.

Sometime in the month of November, 1802, my children
had the measles, and some of them had them very bad. The
want of knowing how to treat them gave me a great deal of
trouble, much more than it would at the present time, for
experience has taught me that they are very easy to munage.
One of the children took the disease and gave it to the rest, and
I think we had four down with them at the sime time. My
third son had the disorder very bad; they would not come out,
but turned in, and he became stupid: The canker was much in
the throat and mouth, and the rosemary would have no effect.
Putrid symptoms made their appearance, and I was under the
necessity of inventing something for that, and for the cenker.
I used the steam of vinegar to guard against putrefaction, and
gold thread (or yellow root,) with red oak acorns pounded and
steeped together, for the canker. - These had the desived effect;
and by close attention he soon got better. The second son was
then taken down pretty much in the same manner, and I pursued
the same mode of treatment, with similar success; but the dis-
ease had so affected his Inngs, that I feared it would leave him
in a consumption, as was the case with my mother. He could
not speak loud for three weeks. Icould get nothing that would
help him for some time, till at last T gave him several portions
of the emetic herb, which relieved him and he soon got well.

Darmg this sickness we suffered much from fatigue and want of

sleep; for neither my wife nor myself had our clothes off for
twelve nights. This was a good fortnight’s school to me, in
which T learned the nature of the measles; and found it to be
canker and putrefaction. This experience enabled me to relieve
many others in this disease, and likgwise in the canker-rash; in
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these two disorders, and the small pox, I found a looking-glass,
in which we may see the nature of every other disease. 1 had
the small pox in the year 1798, and examined its sympioms with
all the skill I was capable of] to ascertain the nature of the dis-
ease; and found that it was the highest stage of canker and
putrefaction that the human system was capable of receving—
the measles the next, and the canker-rash the third; and other
disorders partake more or less of the same, which Iam satisfied
isa key to the whole; for by knowing how to cure this, is a
general rule to know how to cure all other cases; as the sume
means that will put out a large fire will put out a-candle.

Soon after ny fimily had got well of the measles, | was sent
for ‘0 see a woman by the nume of Redding, in the neighbour-
hood. She had been for many years afflicted with the cholic,
and could get no relief from the doctors. I attended her and
found the disorder was caused by canker, and pursued the plan
thet my former experience had taught me, which relieved her
from the pain, and so far removed the cause that she never liad
another attack of the. disease. In this case the cure was so
simple and easily performed, that it became a subject of ridicule,
for when she was asked zbout it, she was ashamed to say thatI
cured her. The popular practice of the physicians had so much
influence on the minds of the people, that they thought nothing
could be rigst but what was done by them. 1 attended, in this
family for several years, and always answered the desired pur-
pose; but my practice was so sirple, that it was not worthy of
notice, and being dissatisfied with the treatment I received,
refused to do any thing more for them. After this they em-
ployed the more fashionable practitioners, who were ready
enough to make the most of a job, and they had sickness and
expense enough to satisfy them, for one of the sons was soon
after taken sick and was given over by the doctor, who left him
to die; bat afier he left off giving medicine he got well himself,
and the doctor not only had the credit of it, but for this job and
one other similar, his charges amounted to over one hundred
dollars. This satisfied me of -the foolishness of the people,
whose prejudices are always in favour of any thing thatis fash-
1onable, or that is done by those who profess great learning; and
prefer long sickness and expense, if done in this way, toa sim-
ple and natural relief, with a trifling expense.

Soon after this, [ was called on to attend a Mrs. Wetherby,
in the neighbourhood, who had the sime disorder. She had
been afflieted with the cholic fogseveral years, having periodical
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turns of it about once a month; and had been under the care
of a number of doctors, who had used all their skill wiilout
affording her any relief, excepting a temporary one by stupifying
her with opium-and giving physic, which kept hei along till
niture could wesr it off; when she would get a little better for
a few days, and then have another turn, Afier hearing of my
curing Mrs. Redding, they sent for me; I gcve her my medicine
to remove the canker, snd steamed Ler, which gave relief in one
hour. She had a very large family to attend to having thirteen
children, and before she had recovered her strength she expoged
herself and had another turn; I attended again and relieved her
in the same manner as before; but she could not wait till she
gained her strength, and exposed herself «#gain as before, {uok
cold, and had another twrn. Her hugband szid I cnly relicved
her for the time, but did not remove the couse, and being dis-
sitisfied with what I had done, he sent for a doctor to remiove
the cause; who carried her throngh a course of physie, and
reduced her so low, that she lingered along for eight weeks,
being unable to do any thing the whole time; they then decided
that she had the consumption, and gave her over to die.  After
the doctors had lefther in this situation as incurable, she upplied
again to me; but I declined doing any thing for her, as I knew
her case was much more difficult than it was before she applied
to the doctor, and if I'should fail in curing her, the blame would
all be laid to me, or if she got well T'should get no credit by it;
for which reasons I felt very unwilling to do any. thing for her.
After finishing my forenoon’s work, on going homne to dinner I
found her at my house waiting for me, and she insisted so much
upon my undertaking to cure her, and seemed to have so much
faith in my being able to do it, that T at last told her if she
would come fo my house and stay with my wife, who was sick
ut that ime, | would do the best I could to cure her. -She readily
conseated and staid bat three days with us; during which time
I pursued my usual plan of treatment, giving her things to remove
the eanker, and steaming to produce a natural perspiration; at
theend of the three days she-went home, taking with her some
medicine, with directions what to do for herself, and in a short
time entirely recovered her health. Tn less than a year after she
liad another. child, which was a conclusion of her having children
or the cholic, and she ever after enjoyed as good health as any
woman in the neighbourhéod; but this cure was done in so
unfishionable a way, that they were hardly willing to acknow-
ledge it, and they would not apply to me for relief when-any of
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their fumily were sick, till they had failed in getting it in any
other way. 1

In about a year after the above case, one of this family, a
young man about sixteen vm\rs cld, was attacked with a fever;
the doctor was sent {or, who f'"llowod the fashionable course of
practice, and reduced him with mercury and other poiscns, so
that he lingered along for three or four months, constantly grow-

ing worse, till the uudm said it was a rheamatic fever, and
afterw rds that he wisin a decline. Iz had teken so much
mercury that it hag seitled in his back end hips, and was so stifi’
that he could not bring 'his Liands lower than his knees. By
this time the doctor had- given him over asincurable, and he was
considered a fit subject for me to undertake with, They applied
to me and I agreed to take him home to my house, and do the
best I could to cure him. It was a difieult tesk, for I had in
the first place to Lring lim back to the saie situation he wes in
when he had the fever, and to destroy the cfiects of the poison
and regulzte the system by steaming, to produce a natural pep-
spiration; by pursuing this plan, and giving such things as 1
could get to restore the digestive powers, in two months he was
completely restored to health; for which I received but five dol-
Iars, and this was more grudgingly paid than if they had given
a doctor fifty, withont doing any good at all.

In the spring of the year 1805, I was sent for to go to Wood-
stock, in Vermont, to attend o young woman, who was consid-
ered in a decline, and the doctors could not help her. I found
her very low, not being able to set up but very little. 1 staid
and attended her ahout a week, and then left her, with medicines
and directions what to do,2nd returned home. Inabouta month
1 went agiin to see her and faund her much better, so that she
was able to ride to her father’s, which was above twenty miles.
All this time T had not formed an idea that I possessed any
inowledge of disorder or of medicine, more than what T had
learned by accident; and all the cases I attended were from
necessity; but the success I had met with and the extraordinary
cures I had performed, made much talk, and were heard of for
fifty miles around.

I began to be sent for by the people of this part of the country
go mnch, that [ found it impossible to attend to my farm and
family as I ought; for the cases I had attended, I had received
verv little or nothing, not enough to compensate me for my time;
and I found it to be my duty to give up practice altogether or to
make a business of it I consulted with my wife and asked the
advice of my friends, what was best for me to do; they afl
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agreed, that as it seemed to be the natural turn of my mind,
if I thought myself capable of such on important undertaking,
it would be best to let my cwn judgment govern me, and to do
as I thought best. I maturely weighed the matter in my mind,
and viewed it as the greatest trust that any one could engage in,
I considered my want of learning and ignorsnce of mankind,
which almaost dlbuOUl&"(,d me fiom the underfaki ng; yet Ihad a
strong nelination f{or the practice, which seemed 1mpessible to
divest my mind of; and I had always had a very strong aversion
to working cn a farm, as ¢very thing of the kind eppeaied to me
to te a burthen; the rexson of which [ could not account fo 1,
as I had carried on the business to good advantage, and had a
good a farm as any in the nemhboumu,d i ﬁn\.lly (.cnclm«_J
to mke use of thut gift which 1 thought the God of natwe hed
implunted in me; and if I possessed such a gift, I had no
need of learning, for no one can learn that gift. I thought of
what St. Paul says in his epistle to the Cunmhluns, concerning
the different gifts by the seme spirit; some had the gift of pro-
pheey, another, the gift of healing, to another the working of
miracles. I am satisfied in my own mind, that every man is
made capacitated for some particular pursuit in life, which if
he engages in it, he will be more useful than he would if he
happens to be so unfortunate as fo follow a calling or profession,
that was not allotted to him by his maker. "This is a very im-
portant consideration for parents, not to make their sons learn
trades ot professions which are conirary to their inclinations and
the natural turn of their niinds; for it is certain if they de, they
never can be uscful or happy in following them.
s I am convinced myself that I possess a gift in Lealing the
sick, because of the extraordinary success I have met with, and
* .the protection and support Providence has afforded me agsinst
the attacks'of all my enemies. Whether I should have bLeen
more useful had it been my lot to have had an education, and
learned the profession in the fashionable way, is impossible for
me to say with certainty; probably I should have been deemed
more honorable in the world; but honor obtained by learning,
without a natural gift, can never in my opinion make a man very
useful to his fellow-creatures, I wish my readers to understand
me, that [ do not mean to convey the idea, that learning is not
necessary and essential in obtaining a propcr know]edoe of any
profession or art; but that going to college will make a wisc
man of a faol, is ‘what am ready to deny; or that a man can-
not be useful and even great in a profession, or in the arts and
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sciences, without a classical education, is what I think no ene
will have the hardihood to attempt to support, as it is contrary
to reason and common sense. We have many examples of som»
of the greatest philosophers, physicians, and divines the world
ever knew, who were entirely self-taught; and who have don«
more honor and been greater ornaments to society, than a millio »
of those who have nothing to recommend them but having their
he:ds crammed with learning, without sense enough to apply it
to any great or useful purpose. _

Among the practicing physicians, I have found, and I Lelieve
it to be a well known fact, that those who are really great in the
profession and have had the most experience, condemn as muc
as I do, the fashionable mode of practice of the present dayv.
and use very little medical poisons, confining themselves in the »
treatment of patients to simples principally, and the use of
such things as will promote digestion and aid nature; and many
of them disapprove of bleeding altogether. Those of this d -
scription, with whom T have ‘had an opportunity to convers
have treated me with all duc attention and civility; have hear:
me with pleasure, and been ready to allow me credit for my
experience and the discoveries I have made in curing disease,
The opposition and abuse that I have met with, has been uni-
formly from those to whom 1 think I can with propriety give the
name of quacks, or ignorant pretenders; as all their merit coa-
sists 1 their self-importance and arrogant bebaviour towards sl
those who have not had the advantages of learning, and a degr ¢
at college. - This class compose a large proportion of the me ii-
cal faculty throughout our country; they have learned just
enough to know how to deceive the people, and keep them in
ignerance, by covering their doings under a language unknowa
to their patients. There can be no good reason given why all
the medical works are kept in a dead language, except it be to
deceive and keep the world ignorant of their doings, that th y
may the better impose upon the credulity of the peopie; for if
it was to be written in our own langzuage every body would ux-
derstand it, and judge for themselves; and their poisonous druzs
would be thrown into the fire before their patients would take
them. The ill-treatment that I have received from them, hs
been mostly where 1 have exposed their ignorance by curing
those they had given over to die; in which cases they have shown
their malice by circulating all kinds of false and ridiculous
reports of me and my practice, in order to destroy my credit
with the people; and I am sonéy ;0 say that I have found mon)
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too ready to join with them, even among those who have been
relieved by me from pain and sickness. Such ingratitude I can
account for in no other way, than by the readiness with which
the people follow whatever is fashionable, without reflecting
whether it'be right or wrong.

After I had come to the determination to make a business of
the medical practice, I found 1t necessary to fix upon some sys-
tem, or plan for my future government in the treatment of dis-
ease; for what 1 had done hsd been as it were from accident,
and the necessity arising out of the particulzr cases that came
under my care, without any fixed plan; in which I had heen
governed by my judgment and the advantages I had received
from experience. I deemed it necessary not only ds my-own
guide; but that whutever discoveries I should make in my prac-
tice, they might be so adapted to my plan,as that my whole
system might be essily tavght to others, and preserved for the
Lenefit of the world. Thed no other assistince than my own
observations and the natural reflections of my own mind, un-
aided by learning or the opinions of others. I took nature for
my guide, and experience #s my instractor; and after seriously
considering every part of the subject, I czme to certain conclu-
sions concerning disease and the whole animal economy, which
thirty years’ experience has perfectly satisfied me is the only
correct theory. My practice has invariably been conformable
to the general prineiples upon which my system is founded,
and in no 1stance huve [ had resson to doubt the - correciness
of its application to cure =11 cases of disease when properly
attended to: for thot all disease is the effect of one general
cause, and may he removed by one general remedy, is the feun-
dation upon which T have erected my fabric, and which T shall
endeavor to explain in as clear and concise a m-anneras [ 2m
capable, with a hope th:t it may be understood by my readers,
and that they may he convinced of its correctness.

_ Tfound, after maturely considering the subject, that all animal
bodies are formed of the four elements, earth, 2ir, fire and water,
Earth and water constitute the solids, and air and fire, or heat,
are the cause of life and motion. That cold, or lessening the
power of heat, is the cause of all disease—that to resfore heat
to its natural state wes the only way by which health could be
produced; and that afier res‘oring the natural heat, by clearing
the system of all obstructions «nd causing » naturzl perspiration,
the stomich'would digest the food ttken into it, by which means
the whole body is nourished and invigorated, and the heat or
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nature 1s enabled to hold its supremacy—that the constitutions -

of all mankind being essentially the same, and differing only in

the different temper: «ment of the same muterials of which-th ey 4

are composed; it appeared clear to my mind, that all disease
proceeded from one generel cause, and might be cured by one
general remedy—that a state of perfect heulth arises from a due
balance or temperature of the four elements; butif it is by any
means - destroyed, the body isamore or less disordered. And
when this is the ‘cuse, there is always an actual dimination or
absence of the elementof fire, or heat; and in proportion to this
diminution, or tbsence, the body is affected by its oppcsite,

whichisceld. AndI found that ull disorders whichthe hupiam -
family were afflieted-wirth, however various the symploms, and !

different the names by which theysre cilied, anse duecily from
obstructed perspiration, which s * lways caused by old, or wimt
of heat; for if there is a”matnry) heat, it is impossible but that
there msi be n antursl perspiza’ic o

Having fixed upon these generdd prmmplu «s the anly sclid
foundation upon which 1 correct and frue - aders ‘ending « f the
subject c-nhe founded, my next business was towscertain what
kinds of medicine snd reatment would best answer the purpose
1n° conformity to this universsl pin of caring discase; for it
must, T think, be certain,”and se!-evident to every one, that
whatever will increase the internal he-t, remove 211 obstructions

of the system, restore the digestive powers of the stomach, “nd .

prodiice a nitural perspiration, is universally applicoble in ail
cases of disease, and therefore may be considered as a generul
rernedy.

"T"he first and most important consideration, was to find a me-
dicine that wonld establish a natural internal heat, so ssto give
nature its proper command. My emetic herb, (No. 1.) 1 fornd
would effectually <leanse the siomach, and would very essen-
tially aid in rising the heat and promoting perspiration; but
would ot hioldiit long enough to effect the desired objcct, so
but that the eold would return again and assume its power, It
was like a fire made of slnvmgs, a strong heat for a shoit time

and then all go ouf. ~ After much experience, and trying every
thing within my knowledge to gain this important point, T fixed
upon the medicine which T have called No. 2, in my patent, for
th-: purpose; and after wsing it for many years, [ am perfectly
convineced that it is the best thing that can be made use of 1o
hold the hest in the stemezch until the system con be cleired of
sbstructions, so as to produce a natural digestion of the food.




e

Ha NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE, &ec.

‘which will nourish the body, establish perspiration and restore

the health of the patient. I found it to be perfectly safe in all
cases, and never knew any bad effects from admistering it.

Aly next grand object was to get something that would clear
the stomach and bowels from canker, which are more or less uf-
fected by it in all cases of disease to which the human family
are subject, Cunker and putrefaction are caused by cold, or
wint of heat; for whenever any part.of the bedy is so effected by
cold as to overpower the natural heat, putrefaetion commences,
and if not checked by medicine, or the natural constitvtion
is not sirong eaoush to overcome its progress it will communi-
cate to the blood, when death will end the contest between heat
and cold, by deciding in favor of the latter, +I have made use
of agreat many articles, which are useful in removing canker;
but my preparation ealled No. 3, is the best for that purpose,
that has come to my knowledge; though many other things may
be made use of to good effect, all of which I shall give particu-
lar description of' in my general directions heieafier.

Having endeavored to convey fo iny. readers in a brief man-
ner, a correct idea of the general principles upon which I form-
ea my system of practice, 1 shall now give some account of the
success [ met with in the various cases that came under my care,
and the difficulties and opposition thet T have had to encounter
in maintaining it iill this time, aganst all my enemies.

My general plan of treatment has been in' 21l cases of disease,
to cleanse the stomach by giving No. 1, and produce as great an
internal heat as I could, by giving No. 2, and when necessary
made use of steaming, in which I have always found great
benefit, especially in fevers; after this, I gave No. 3, to clear off
the canker; and in all cases where the patient had not previ-
ously become so far reduced as to have nothing to build upon,
1 have been successful ‘in restoring them to health. T found
that fever was a disturbed state of the heat, or more properly,
that 1! w»s eaused by the efforts which nature makes to throw off -
disease; and therefore ought to be aided inits cause, and freated
as 2 friend; and not as an enemy, as is the practice of the phy-
sici#ns. In all cases of disease I have found that there is more .
or less fever, according to tlie state of the system; but that all
fevers proceed from the same cause, differing only in the symp-
toms; and may be managed and brought to a crisis with much
less trouble than is generally considered practicable, by increas-
ing the internal heat, till the cold is driven out, which is the
canse of it. Thus keeping the fountain above the stream, and
every thing will take its natural course.
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During the year 1805, a very alarming disease prevailed in
Alstead and Walpole, which was considered the vellow fever,
and was fatal to many who were attacked by it. I was called
on and attended with very great success, not losing one patient
that I attended; at the sume time, those who had the rezular
physicians, nearly one half of them died. This disease pre-
vailed for about forty days, during which time T was not at hee
Lut eight nights. 1 was obliged to be nurse as well as doctor,
and do every thing myself, for the people had no knowledge of
my mode of practice, and T could not depend upon what any
person did; except what was under my own immediute inspecs
tion. I pursued the sume gencral plen that I had tefere adoyt-
ed; but the experience I-had {rom this practice, suggested to
me many improvements, which T had not before thought of, as
respects tlie manner of treatment of patients to effect the ob-
jects T aimed at in curing the disease, which was to produce a
natural perspiration. I found great benefit in stearning in the
mznner that I had discovered and practiced with my litfe daug-
ter; but I found by experience, that by putting a bot stone into
a spider or iron bason, and then wetting the top of the stone
with vinegar, was an important improvement; and with this
simple method, with a Iitile medicine of my own preparing, an-
swered a much better purpose, than all the bleeding and poi-
sonous physic of the doctors. - While I was attending those
who were sick, and they found that my mode of treatment re-
lieved them from their distress, they were very ready to flatter
and give great credit for my-practice; but after I had worn my-
self out in their service, they began to think that it was not
done in a fashionable way; and the doctors made use of every
weans in their power to ridicule me and my practice, for the
purpose of maintaining their own credit with the people. This
kind of treatment was a new thing to me, os I did not at that
time so well understand the craft, as I have since, from hard
earned experience. The word quackery, when used by the
doctors zgainst me, was a very important charm to prejudice the
people against my practice; but I would ask all the candid and
reflecting part of the people; the following question, and I will
leave them to their consqiences to give an answer—Which 1s
the greatest quack, the one who relieves them from their sick-
ness hy the most simple and safe means, without any preten-
sions to infallibility or skill, more than what nature and experi-
ence has taught him, o the one who, instead of curing the dis-
ease, increases it by administering poisonons medicimes, which
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only tend to prolong the distress of the patient, till ci_'thor the
strength of his natural constitution, or death relieves him?

I was called npon to attend a man Ly the name of Iair-
banks, who lived in Walpsle; he was teken with Lleeding at
the langs. I found hikn in a very bad cendition; the fanily
judzed that he had lest nearly six quaris of bloed 1n twenty-
four howrs. Mc was in despeir, and had taken leave of his
faiaily, as they comsidered there was uo lopes of his living.—
The doctor was with him when I first en‘ered the house; but
he fled at my opproach. Both his legs were corded by the dec-
tor, and the first thing { did tvas to sirip off the cords from hLis
legs; and'then save medicine to get as great an infermel Leat as
I possibly could, produce; got him.to sweat profusely; then
gave him inedicine to clear the cankér; and in four deys hewas
so well #s to be able to go cut and attend 1o his businéss,

Somelime in October, 1805, I attended a Mis, Goodell of
Walpole; she had been confined and had taken cold. The
inost noted doctors in the town had sifended lLer through what
they called a fever, and she was then pronounced by them to be
in u decline. "Afier three months practice upon her, they had
got her into so desperate a situation, that they gave her over,
and said that Ler case was so putrid and ulcerated that it was
utterly incurable. She had, in addition to the rest of her diffi-
culties, a cancer on her back. In this desperate situation, it
was thought by her friends that she was a proper subject for me
to undertake with. I, with a great deal of reluctance, under-
took with her, at her earnest solicitation end that of her hus-
band; but met with much greater success than 1 expected. In
four weeks she'was alle to be about the Louse and do some
work,

In the same year I was sent for to attend a woman who had
been in a dropsical way for a number of years. The disease
had of late gained with apid progress, Her bushand had pre-
viously conversed with me upon the subject, and said that he
had applied to Dr. Sparahawk, and others, and they had agreed
to make a trial of mercury. I told him that it would not an-
swer the purpose; he said he was afraid of it himself; but the
doctors said there was no other possible way. The doctor tried
his mercunal treatment for several days, which very nearly
proved fatal; for I was sent for in great haste, with a request
that T would attend as soon as possible, as they expected she
would not live through the day. I found her sitvation very
distressing; she said it appeared fo her.that she was full of
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scalding water.  She Legan to turn purple in spots, and 1t was
expected that mortification had teken place.  In the first place,
I gave hier about a gill of checkerberry and hemlock, distilled,
which allayed the hest immediately. This answered the pur-
pose, till I could clear ber siomach, ard by the greatest exer-
tions,and close attention throngh the day, I was enabled to re-
lieve ber. - I attenaed her for about a week, and she was so far
recovered as to enjoy comlortable health for twelve years.

Notwithstanding this desperate case wes cured, to the aston-
ishment of all who witnessed it, the doctors had so much influ-
ence over the people, and made so many false statements about
it, that I got no credit for the cure. This woman’s brother had
said that her husband wanted to kill her, or he would not have
sent for me.  Such kind of ingratitude was discouraging to
me; hut it did not prevent me from persevering in my duty.

A short time afier the above case happened, tkat woman’s
brother, who made the speech ahout me, was taken very sick,
with what was called the yellew fever, end sent for me. I at-
tended him and asked him if ke wanted 10 die. He said no;
why do you ask that? I told him, thatT should suppose from the
speech he made about my being sent for to his sister, that he
did, or he would not have sent for me, if he believed his own
words. He said he thought differently now. Iattended him
through the day with my new practice. To sweat him I took
hemlock boughs, and put a hot stone in the middle of a large
bunch of them, wrapping the whole in a cloth and poured on
hot water till I raised a lively steam, and then put one at his
feet und ancther near his body. [ gave him medicine to raise
the inward heat and for the canker; afterattending him through
the d2y, I went home; and on calling to see him the next morn-
ing, found that his fever had turned, and he was quite comf{orta-
ble, so that he was soon about his business.

I was about this time sent for to see a child in Surry,a neigh-
boring town, which was taken very sick, and was ent'rely stu-
pid. "1 told the father of the child that it had the canker, and
made use of my commoa mode of practice for that dificulty.
Being sent for to go to Walpoleto see two young men who had
been taken the dey before with the preveiling fever, T left the
chilJ, with directions how to proceed with il.. I then started
for Walpole, and found the two young men violently attacked
with the fever. They had a brother who had been attended by
the doctor for above four weeks for the same disease, and was
then just able to sit up. It was thought by all, the two that
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were atiacked last, were as violently taken as the other was;
and ‘they expressed a strong wish, that they might be cured
without! so long a run ss their brother had. I was as anxious
as they were to have a snort job, and exerted all my powers to
relieve them, which I was enabled to -do that night, and left
them 1n the morning quite comfertable, so that they were soon
able to attend to lhell‘ \wrl\ The brother who had the doctor,
was unable to do any thing for several months. -The doctor
wasipaid a heavy bill for his visits; but my cure was done so
quick, that it was thonght not to be worthy of their notice, and
I never recerved 2 cent from them for my trouble. . On return-
ing io the child that I had left the duy before, I found that the
doctor had been there snd told them that I did not know what
was the matter with the child; and had persuaded them to give
him the care of it.. Ile filled it with mercury and run it dowa

after having given as much mercury inside as nature could
move, and the bowels grew silent, he then rubbed mercurial
ointment on the bowels as fong as it had any effect; after which
he agreed that the child had the canker very badly; buthe still
persisted in the same course till the child wasted away and died,
in about two months afier it was first taken sick. After the
child was dead, iis parents were willing to allow that I under-
stood the disorder best. The doctor got twenty five dollars for
killing the child by inches, and I got nothing.

In the spring of 1205, a Mrs, Richardson was brought to my
house.  She wns brought in her bed from Westford, Vermont,
about 130 miles; and was sttended by a son und daughter. the
one twenty-one and the other .eighteen years of age, The
mother had lain in her bed most part of the time for ten years.
All the doctors in that part of the country had been applied to
without any advantage; and they had spent nezrly all their pro-
perty. Tundertook ‘with her more from a charitable feeling for
the young man and woman, than from any expectation of a
cure. Their conduct towards their he]pless mother, was the
greatest example of affection of children to a parent, that T ever
witaessed. The young man stated to me that his mother had
been 2 yesr together without opening her eyes; that when she
ceuld open them, they thought her almost well. She was per-
fectly helpless, not being =ble to do the least thing; not even to
brash off » fly, any more than an infant. She had laid so long
that herknee joints had become stiff.

I besran with her by cleansmg her stomach and promoting
perspiration; after which, I used to trv to give her some exer-
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cise. The first trial I made was to put her bed iato a wheel-
barrow and lay‘her on it; when I would run her out, tili she
a.ppe;u'ed to .l)e weary ; sometimes I would make a mis-siep and
fall, prefending that 1 had hurt me; in order to iry to get Ler to
move herself by frightening her, After exercising her in tlis
way for a few days, I put her in a waggon, sitting on a bed, and
drove her about 1n that manner; and when her joints became
more limber, I sat her on the seat of the waggon. .She insisted
that she should fall off, for she said she could not use her feet;
but the driver would sometimes drive on ground that was site-
ling, and rather than turn over, she would start herfoot unex-
pectedly.  After exercising her in this way sometime, [ put her
on a horse behind her son; she at first insisted that she should
fall off; but when I told her she was at liberty to fall, if she
chose, she would not, choosing rather to exert herself to hold
on. When she had rode a few miles in this way, I put her on
the horse alone, and after a few trials she would ride very well,
so that in the course of two months she would ride four miles
out and back every day. She used to be tired after riding, and
would lay down and not move for six hours. [ continued to
give her medicine to keep up perspiration, and. restore the
digestive powers, and to strengthen the nervous system. I
attended her in this way for three months, and then went with
her and her son and daughter to Manchester; sh2 rode upwards
of thirty miles 1 a day, and stood the journey very well. 1
never received any pay for all my trouble and expense of keep-
g them for threc months, except what the two young peeple
did more than take care of their mother; but I aecomplished
what I undertook, and relieved these two unfortunate orphans
from their burthen; which was more satisfzction to me than to
have received a large sum of money, without doing any good.
I saw this woman three years after at the wedding of her son,
and she was quite comfortable, and has enjoyed a tolerable
degree of health to this time, being able to wait on herself.

On my return from Manchester [ slopped at Walpole: and 1t
being on the Sabbath, I attended meeting. In the afternoon
during service, a young womain, was taken in a fit and carried
out of the meeting-house. I wentout to'see her and found that
she had been subject to fits for sometime. . She was' much
bloated, and very large, weighing about three hundred. A few
days after her friends brought her to my house, and were very
urgent that [ should undertake to l\el.p her; but I tol'd them I
was satisfied that it would be a lv;ery difficult undertaking, and T
’
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did not feel willing to engage in it; but they were so urgent:
1 agreed to do what I could for her, Every time she took medi-
cine, when I first began with her, she would have a streng con-
vulsion fit; but I soon got her to sweat freely, and Ler fit were
at an end. By persevering in my usucl plan of tre:tment, |
got a natural perspiration, and her other evacuations beczie
regular; she was considerably reduced in size, «nd I'licve never
heard of her having any fits since. The cause of her fits was
taking sudden cold, and all perspiration and the greater part of
other evacuations ceased, leaving the water in her body.

In the fall of 1805, I was sent for to go to Richmoend, fo see
the family of Elder Bowles, who were zll sick with the dysentery;
and Mrs. Bowles had a cancer on her bre-st. . I relieved them
of their disorders, by my usval mode of practice; vnd gave the
womsn medicine for the cancer, which relieved her. I hud
oceasion to visit her-again, and the tumor was zbout the size of
an egg; but by following my prescriptions, it was dissolved
without causing any pain, and shie has been well for (welve
years, Ithen practiced in different parts of Royulston and Wr-
wick, and my practicing in these places wus the way that my
mode of sweating for the spotted fever, came to be known and
practiced by the physicians in Petersham. I had discovered
the benefit of steaming by trying it upon my daughter two ycurs
before, and had been constantly practicing it ever since; but
the doctors, though they condemned me znd my practice, were
willing to introduce it and take the credit to themselves us an
important discovery.

After returning home I was sent for to attend a woman in the
neighborhood, who had been under the care of a celebrated
doctor, for a cancer in her breast.” He had tortured her with
his caustics, till her breast was burnt through to the Lone; and
by its corrosive nature had caused the cords te draw up into
knots; he had likewise burnt her leg to the cords. She had
been under his cure eleven weeks; until she was much wasied
away, and her strength nearly gone. In this situation the doctor
was willing to get her off his hands, and.wished me to take
charge of her. After some hesitation I consented, and attended
her three weeks, in which timeT henled up her sores, and cleared
her of the humor so eflectually that she has ever since enjoyed
good health, 7

While attending upon this case another woman was brought
to me from Hillshorough, who had a cancer on the back of her
neck. I dissolved the tumor, and cured her by applying my
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gancer ba}snm’, and the common course of medicine, in three
weeks, without any pain; and she has ever since enjoyed good
health. )

Intheautumn of 1806, I found that a certain doctor of Alstead,
had circulated some very foolish and slanderous reports about
me and an old woman, whom [-had attended, and had given to
t_hem so much importance, that many people believed them. I
found that I could prove Lis zssertions, and sued him for defa-
mation; supposing that by appealing to the laws of my coontry
I conld get redress; but I wis disappointed in my expectaiions,
for 1 was persuaded to leave the cuse to a reference, end he had
raised such a strong prejudice in the minds of“ the people against
me, that they were more ready to favor a man whem they con-
sidered great and learned, because he had been to college, than
to do justice to me; so theygave the case against me, and I had
to pay the cost. After this I refused to attend those people who
had assisted in injuring me, and gave them up to their fashiona-
ble doctor. A curse seemed to follow them and his practice;
for the spotted fever prevailed in this place soon afler, and the
doctor took charge of those who had sided with him against me,
and if ‘he had been a butcher and used the knife, there would
not have been more destruction among them. Two men who
swore falsely in his favor; and by whose means he got his cause,
were among his first victims; and of the whole that he attended,
about nine tenths died. He lost upwards of ‘sixty patients in
the town of Alstead in a short time.

I attended the funeral of a young man, one of his patients,
who was sick but twenty-four hours, and but twelve under the
operation of his medicine. ITe was as black as a blackbeiry,
and swelled so as to be difficult to screw down the lid of the
coffin; when I went into the room where the corpse was, the dec-
tor followed me, and gave directions to have the coffin secured
s0 s to prevent the corpse being seen; and then began to insult
me, to attract the attention-of the people. He said to me, !
understand, sir, that you have a patent to cure such disordersas
that (pointing to the corpse.) I said no, and at the same time
intimoted what I thought of him. He put on an.air of great
importance. and said to me, what can yon know about n'gedlcme?
vou have no learning, you cannot parse one sentence in gram-
mar. I told him I never knew that grammar was made use of
as medicine; but if a portion of grammar is so much like the
operation of ratsbone, as appears on this corpse, I should never
wish to know the use of it. This unexpected application of the
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meaning of what he said, displeased tLe medical gentleman very
much; and finding that many of the people present had ihe

sime opinion that I had, it irritated him so much, that he

threatened to horsewhip me; but I told him that he might do
what he pleased to me, provided he did not poison me with his
grammar, He did not attempt to carry his threat into execution,
so I have escaped Lis whip and his poison: but the people were
Justly punished for their ingratitude and folly, in preferring
death and misery, because it was done moie fashionably, to a
mode of praciice by which they might rclicve ti:emselves in a
simple and sifc manrer.

1 have been more particular in relating these circumstances,
in order to show my reasens for refusing to practice so near
home; for I had been in constant practice among them for four
or isve years, and had been very successful, not having lost cune
patient during the whole time. - My houvse had been constantly
filled with patients from all parts of the country, for which I
had received very little pay; myself and family were worn out
with nussing and attending upon them; so that I was compelled
1n a measure, to leave home to free myself and family from so
heavy a burthen. Besides I felt it more a duty to assist the
peoplein those parts where 1 had been treated with more friend-
ship, and had received more sssistance through my troubles,
than what I had experienced from those whom I had reason to
consider as under the greatest obligations to me.

In the spring of the year 1806, I came to a determination to
go ta New York, for the purpose of ascertaining the nature of
the yellow fever, having Leen impressed with the 1dea, that this

disease was similar to that which had been prevalent in diferent «

parts of the country, only differing in causes which were local,
I made arrangenicnts with a man to take charge of uny farm,
and on the 26th of June, started for Boston, where 1 took pas-
«ge for, New York, and sailed on the 3d of July. In passing
(bimagh the Sound, I was very sensibly affected by the cold
hills T experienced in consequence of {Legea air; having never
been on the silt water before, this was new to me; although the
weather wias very hot on the land, 1 suffered with the cold.
We arrived at New York in eight days; and the weather was
exiremely hot when Ilandea; this sudden change produced a
powerful effect on my feelings; the cause of which 1 was satis-
fied in my own mind, was in consequence of the cold I had
exporienced on the water having reduced the natural heat of the
body; thus ceming into a very wann atmosphere, the externa

(
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and internal heat were upon nearly an equal scale, and wheu
there is an exact balance, so as fo stop the determining powers
to the surface, mortification immediately takes place, and death
follows. 'This is- the cause why the fever is so fatal to those
- who'go from the northward into a warm climate.

On my arrival T looked round to find a place to board, and
took up my lodgings with a Mr. Kavanagh, an Irishman, and a
Roman Catholic. After spending some time in viewing the
city, 1 applied to the Mayor of the city, and to the Bozurd of
TTealth, to ascertain whether I could have an opportunity to try
the effect of my medicine and system of practice on the pre-
vailing fever. They told me that I could get no pay for it by
law. I went to seo Dr. Miller, who was then President of the
board of health, and had some conversation with him upon the
subject. - He told me the sime as the Mayor had, and inquired
of me in what manner I expected to give relief; I told him my
plan was to cause perspiration. He said if T could cause them
to sweat, he thought there was a good chance to effecta cure,

After spending several days in New York, 1 went to West-
chester creek to procure some medicine. I thooght that I was
going to have the yellow fever, for T felt all the symptoms, as 1
thought, of that disease; my strength was necrly gone, my eyes
were yellow, and a noise in my head; my tongue was black, and
what passed my bowels was like tar. I was among strangers,
and had little money; I went to the house of a quaker woman,
and asked her to let me stay with her that day; she gave her
consent. Had but little medicine with me, and could find
nothing that I could relish bat salt and vinegar; I used about
half a pint of salt and donble the quantity of vinegar, which
gave me relief, and [ minel s> ma sh streagth, that the next
day 1 was able to return to the city of New York. On. my
arrival there, T was so weak that it was with the greatest difficalty
I could walk to my boarding house, which was about forty rods
from the place where we landed. I immediately took Nos.2 ard
3, steeped,and No. 4, in ashort time I began to have an appetite;
the first food that T took’ was a piece of smoked salmon, and
some ripe peach sauce. Soon recovered my strength and was
able te be abouf. This satisfied me that I had formed a correct
idea of this fatal disease; that it was the consequence of losing
the inward heat of the body, and bringing it to a balance with
the surrounding air; and the only gnethnd by which a cure can
be effected, is by aiving such medicine as will increase the fever
or inward heat, to such a dle)«;e as to get the determimng

"
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power to the surface, by which means perspiration \\"illﬁ(ahc
place, and which is called the tarn of the fever; if this is mot
accomplished either by medicine, or by nature bemg suficient
to overcome the disease, mortification will be @8 ceitain a con-
sequence asit would be if’ a person was strangled. © "T'he reason
why they lose their strength in so short a time, is because it
depends wholly upon the power of inward heat; and as much
as they lose that, so much they lose their s{rength and acuivity,

I had a good opportunity to prove these facts and fo satisfy
myself, by attending upon a Mr. McGowan, who had tlie yellow
fever, He was the teacher of the Roman Catholic school, and
an acquaintance of Mr. Kavanagh, with whom I boarded, and
who recommended him to my care. He was attacked about
noon, ard was very cold, and had no pain; his cyes were half
closed, and appeared like a person half way Letween sleeping
and waking; he lost so much strength that in two hours he was
unable to walk across the rcom without staggering. 1 began
with him by giving Nos. .2 and 3, to raise the inward heat and
cleir the stomach, and in an hour after getting him warm, ke
was in very extreme pain, so much so that his friends weve
alarmed about him; but I told them ihat it was a favorable
symptom. After being in this situation about an hour, perspi-
1ation began and he grew easy; the next day he was out about
his business. = The effect in these ceses is exactly similar toa
peison being recovered after having been drowned. The cold
having overpowered the inward heat, all sensation or feeling
ceases, and of course there is no pain; but as soon as the heat
begins to increase so as to contend with the cold, sensation re-
turns, and the pain will be very great till the victory is gained by
heat having expelled the cold from the body, when a natural
perspiration commences, and nature 1s restored to Ler empire,

1 will here muke a few remarks upon the food taken into the
stomach, which is of the utmost importance to the preservation
of health. While 1 was in New York, I took particular notice
of their manner of living; and observed that they subsisted
principally upon fresh provisions, more particularly the poorer
class of people; who are in the habit in warm weather of going
to market at a late hour of the day, and purchasing fresh meat
that is almest in a putrid state, having frequently been killed
the night previous, and being badly cooked, by taking it into
the stomach, will produce certain disease; and I am convinced
that thisis one of the greatest causes that those fatal epidemics
prevail in the hot season, in our large seaports. Mutton and |
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Jatab is often drove a great distance from the country, and bav-
ing been heat and fatigued, then are cooled suddenly, which
causes the fat to turn to water; and often when killed are in
almost a putrid state, and the meat is soft and flabby. Such
meat as this when brought into the market on a hot day will turn
green under the kidneys in two or three hours, and taken into
the stomach will putrify before it digests, and will communicate
the same to the stomach, and the whole body will be so affected
by it, as to cause disorders of the worst kind. If people would
get into the practice of eating salt provisions in Lot weather
and fiesh in cold, it would he a very great preventative to dis-
ease. One ounce of putrid flesh in the stomach is worse than
the efieet produced by a whole carcase on ihe air by its effluvia.
Much mote might Le s:id upon this important subject; but I
shall defer it-for the present and shall treat more upon it in an-
other part of the work. It is a subject that has been too rauch
neglected by our Lealth officers in this countiy.

While in the city of New York, I attended an Irishman by

the name of Doyle, who had the fever-and-ague.  This disease
gives a complete view of my theory of heat and cold; for :t is
about an cqual balance between the two, heat keeping a little
the upper hand, He had been afflicted with this distressing
disorder about four months; he had the fits most of the time
every day and was very bad. T began by giving him such me-
dicine as I usually gave to increase the inward heat of the
body, which subdued the celd, and gave heat the victory over it;
and by stiictly attending him in this way four days, he was
completely cured. Being short of money, I asked him for some
compensation for my trouble; but he refused and never paid me
a cent; obsetving, that he must have been getting well before,
for no one ever heard of such a disorder being cured in four
days. : g )
A gentleman whom I had formed an acquaintance with, by
the name of James Quackenbush, who had the care of the siate
prison warehouse, finding how I had been treated, invited me to
0 10 his house and live with him, which I thankfully accepted.
T was treated with much kindness by him, for whiclt he has my
most sincere thanks.

On the 16th of September, I started for home, and took pass-
age on hoard a packet for Boston, where 1 arrived in five days;
and on the 26th reached my home, after an absence of three
months, and found my family well. [ was often called on to
practice in the neighborhood; but declined most part of the

-
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applications in consequence of the treatment I had received
from them, which has been before related.  In November [ went
to Plum Island to collect medicine; on my way I called on Jo-
seph Hale, Esq. of Pepperell, and engaged him to come down
with his waggon in about three weeks, to bring back what me-
dicine I should collect. 1 went by the way of Newburyport;
and after being on the island three or four days, collected such
roots ns | wanted and returned to that place. 'While there, being
ina store in conversation with some persons, there ceme in a
man from Salisbury Mills, by the name of Csgood, who stated
that he was very unwell, and that his wife lay at the point of
death, with the lung fever; that she had been attended by Dr.
I'rench, who had given her over. One af the gentlemen stand-
ing by told him that I was o doctor, and used the medicine of
our own country. He asked me if I .would go home with him
and see his wife; as I was waiting for Mr. Hale, and nothirg to
do, I told him T would, and we immediately started in ihe
chaise for his home, which was about six miles. On our arri-
val he introduced me 10 s wife as a doctor who made use of
the medicine of our country; and asked her if she was willing
that [ should undertake to caré her. She said if I thought that
I could help her, she had no objection. 1 gave my opinion that

I could, and undertook, thongh with some reluctance, as I was
in a strange place and no one that I knew. T proceeded with
her in my usual method of practice, and 1n about fourteen hours
her fever turned, and the next day she was comfortable and seon
got abont, :

This care caused considerable talk among the people in the
neichhorhood, who thought very fivorably of me and my prac-
tice; but it soon came to the ears of Dr. French, who was very
much enraged to think one of his patients, that he had given
over, should he cured by one whom he called a quack; and at-
tempted to counteract the public impression in my favor, by
cireulating a report that the woman was getting better and sat
up the greatest part of the doy before I saw her; but this was
denied by the woman’s hushand, aud known by many to be false.

While [ remained in this place, waiting for Mr, Hzle 1o come
down with his waggon to carry home my medicine, [ was called
on to attend several cases, in all of which I was very success-
ful; most of them were such as had heen given over by their
doctors.  One of them was a case of a young nan, who had
cut three of his fingers very hadly, o s to lay open the joints,
Dr. French had attended him three weeks, and they had got o
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bad that he advised him to have them cut off as the only alter-
native.. The young man applied to me for advice. 1 told him
thatif I was in lus situation, 1 should not Le willing to Lave
them cut off {ill I had made some. further trial to cure them
without. He requested me to undertake to cure him, to which
[ consented, and began by clearing the wound of mercury, by
washing 1t with weak lye; I then put on some drops, and did it
up with-a bandage which was kept wet with cold water. While
I was dressing the wound, a young man who was studying with
Dr. Irench, came in and made a great fuss, telling the youilg
man that I was going to spoil his hand. 1 told Lim that I was.
accountable for what was doing, and that if he had any advice
to offer I was ready to hear him; but he seemed to have nothing
fo offer except to find fault, and went off after saying that Dr.
I"rench’s bill must be paid very soon. I continued to dress his
hand, andiin ten days he was well enough to attend his work,
being employed in a nail factory. ~ Soon after, I saw him there
at work, and asked him how lus fingers did, he said they were
perfectly cured; he wished to know what my bill was for attend-
ing him. Tasked him what Dr. French had charged, and he
said he had sent his bill to his mother, amounting to seventeen
dollars; [told him I thought that enough for us both, and I
should charge him nothing. is mother was a poor widow,
depending on her labor.and that of Ler son for a living. I re-
mained in this place about two weeks, and the people were very
urgent that I should stay longer; bat Mr. Hale having arrived,
I left them with a promise that I would visit them again in the
spring.. We arrived at Pepperell, where I remained several days
with Mr. Hale, who was an ingenious blacksmith and a chymist,
liaving beea much engaged in the preparation of mineral medi-
cine. He had an inquiring turn of mind and was very enthu-
siastic in his undertakings; although he prepared medicines
from minerals, he acknowledged that he was afraid to use them
on account of his knowing their poisonous qualities. I @on-
vinced him of the saperiority of my sysiem of practice, ¢nd
instructedshim in.the use of my medicine, so that he engaged
in it and soon had as mmnch practice as he could attend to; be-
ing so well satisfied of its general application to the cure of #li
cases of disease, that he looked no morc for it n his mineral
preparations. ' ) ! !
In the winter of 1807, T went with my wife to Jericho, Ver-
mont, to visit my father and fiiends, who lived” there, While
there I was called on to see 4 number who were sick, among
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whom was a young man that had been taken in what 15 called

cremp convulsion fits.  He wasifirst token on Sunday morning

and continued in fits most of the time ull Tuesday; be was at-
tended during tlis time by the best doctors that could Le pro-
cured, without doing him wny good. They could not get their
nedicine to have any effect vgon him; he continued in convul-
sions most of the time, every part of him was as stiff’ as a wood -
en image; after trying every thing they could they gave him
over. Ilis fatker cxme aftér mey and just as we entered the
room where the young man was he was tuken in a fit.  His feet
and hands were drav n in towards his body, his juws were set,
his head drawn back, and every part of him as completely fixed
as a statue. The first difficulty was to get him to take- any
thing; his jaws wete set as tight together as a vise. I took a
solution of Nos. 1, 2, and 6, as strong as it could be made, and
putting my finger into the corner of his mouth, making a space
between his cheel and teeth, poured some of it down; and soon
as it touched the glands at the roots of his tongue, his jaws
came open, and he swallowed some of the medicine; which had
such an effect upon the stomach, that all the sprems immedi-
ately ceased. Ileft him some medieine with directions, and he
entirely recovered his health; I saw him three years after, and
he told me that he had not had a fit since the one above descnb-
ed. I was convinced from this circumstance, that the cause of
all cramps or spasms of this kind, is seated in the stomach, and
that all applications. for relief in such cases should be made
there; as it will be of no service to work on the effect as long
as the cause remains. ‘

Before returning home, I was called on by Captain Lyman
of Jericho, to advise with me concerning his son, who had u fe-
ver gore on his thigh, which he had been afflicted with for seven
years. He had been attended by all the doctors in that part of
the country to no advantage. They had decided that the only
thing which could be done to help him, was to lay cpen his
thigh and scrape the bone. I told him that I did not sée how
they could do that without cutting the great artery, which lay
close to the bone, where they would have to cut. He said he
was satisfied that it would not do; and was very urgent that 1
should undertake with him. I told him that it was impossible
for me to stay at that time; butif his son would go home with
me, [ would undertake to cure him; to which he consented, end
the young m~n refurned with me; which was in the month of
March. 1began with him by giving medicine to correct and
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strengihen the system; bathed the wound with my rheumatic
dreps,or No. 6, Sometimes bathing with cold water to strength-
en ityand after proceeding in'this manner for about a month, he
was. well enough to do some work: he remained with me il
Anugust. when he wus entirely cured, so thathe was able to re=
turn to his father’s on foot, a distance of one hundred miles.
Ia the full of this year, the dysentery, or camp distemper, as

it wis called, was very prevalent in the above named town of
Jericho; ‘and was so mortal that all bat two who had the disease
and were attended by the doctors died, having lost ahove twenly
in a short time, The inhabitants were much alarmed and held
a consultation, to advise what to do; and being informeil by
the young min above mentioned, that I was at home, they sent
an express-for me, and I immediately maide arrangements to
comply with their request. In twenty-four hours I started, and
arrived there on the third day after, and found them waiting
with great anxiely for me, having refused to izke any thing from
the doctors. ‘T had an interview with the selectmen of the
town, who had taken upon themselves the care of the sick;
they informed me that there were about thirty then sick,| and
wished me to undertake the care of them. [ aoreed to take
charge of them on condition that I could have two men to
assist me; this was complied with, and I commenced my prac-
tice upon thirty in the course of three dzys. The disorder was
the most distressing of any that'I had ever wiinessed. One
mun had heen speechless for six hours, snd was supposed /to be
dying; but on my giving him some medicine to warm him, he
seemed (o revive like an insect that wis warmed by the sun after
having laid in a torpid state through the winter. T had but
little medicine with me and had to use such as I could procure
at this place. I found the cause of the diseage to be coldness
and canker; the digestive powers being lost, the stomach beerme
clogged so that it would not hold the heat. 1 made use of red
pepper steeped in a tea of sumach leaves, sweetened, and some-
times the bark and berries, to raise the heat and clear off the
canker, which had the desiied effect After taking this tea,
those who were strong enough, I placed over a steam, as leng
as they could bear it, 2nd then put them in bed. Those who
were too weak to stand I contrived to hive sit over a steam;
and this repeated as occasion required. To restore the diges-
tive powers, I made use of cherry stones, having procured a
large quantity of them, that had been leid up ~nd the worms had
caten off all the outside, leaving the stgnes clean. 1 pounded
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them fine, then made a tea of black birch bark, and after clean-
ing them, by putfing them into this tea hot and separating the
meats from the stene part, made a syrup by putting from two to
three ounces of sugar to one quart of the liquor; this was given
freely and answered a good purpose. I continued to atfend
upon I y p‘;gienls, aided by those appointed to assist me, and in
cight days I had completely subdued the disease. They all
recovered except two, who were dying when I first saw them.
1 gave the same medicine to the nurses and those exposed to the
disease, a5 to them that were sick, which prevented their having
" ihe disorder. The same thing will prevent disease that will
eure if.

After finishing my practice at this place, T was sent for and
went to the town of Georgia, about thirty miles distance, where
I practiced with general success for one week, and then returned
to Jericho. Those patients whom I had attended, were com-
{ortable, and soon entirely recovered. The doctors were not
very well pleased with my suceess, hecause Iinformed the peo-
ple how to cure themselves, and they have had no need of their
assistance in" that disorder since. They circulated reports for
twenty miles round, that I killed all that I attended; but the
people were all perfectly satisfied with my practice, and were
willing to give me all credit for my skill, so their malice towards
me wes of no avail,

About this time being in the town of Bridgewater, Vermont,
L wss culled on to see a young man about 18 years of age, who
had lost the use of his arm by a strain; it had been in a perish-
ing condition for six months. The flesh appeared to be dead,
and he carried it in a sling; his health was bad. Being unable
“to stop to do any thing for him at this time, he was sent to my
house. I began with-him in my usual manner by giving him
warm medicine, and bathed hisarm with the oil of spearmint ;
in about ten days he was well enough to use his arm and do
some work; in about two months he was entirely cured and
retnmed home.

In the spring of the year 1807, I went to Salisbury, according
to my promise when there the fall before. ‘On my way there I
stopped at Pelham; the man at whose house I staid, insisted on
my gomng fo see his father-in-law, who had the rheumatism very
bad having been confined two months, I attended him three
days, when he was able to walk some, by the assistance of a
cane; he soon got about and was comfortable. Wihile at this
place I'was sent for fo a young woman, sick of a consumption;

——
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she had Dbeen a long time attended by a doetor, who seemed
very willing for my advice; 1 carried her through a cowise of
1ny medicine, and the doctor staid to see the opersuon of it;
he seemed we}} pleased with my system of practice, and gave
1ne much credit, saying that I was the first person he ever knew
‘hat could make his medicine do as he suid it would. I was
sent for 10 attend several cases of consumption and other com-
plaints at this time, in all of which I'met with success, and gave
seneral satisfaction to the people.

After stopping at Pelham three weeks, in which time I had
ag much practice as I could attend, I went to Salisbury mills,
where I was very cordially welcomed by all those who had been
attended by me the season before. I was called on to practice
in this place and Newburyport, and my success was so great that
41t caused much alarm amongst the doctors, and a class of the
people who were their friends, who did all they could to injure
e, and destroy my credit with the people. A considerable part
of “the patients, who were put under my care, were such es the
doctors had given over, and those being cured by me, had a
tendency to open the eyes of the people, and give them a cor-
rect understanding of the nature of their practice, and convince
them that a simple and speedy cure was more for their interest
and comfort, than long sickness, pain and distress; besides hav-
ing to pay exorbitant doctors’ bills, for useless visits and poi-
sonous drugs, which have no other effect than to prolong disease,
and destroy the natural constitutton of the patient.

Among those doctors who seemed so much enraged against
me, for no other reason that T could learn, than because I had
cured people whom they had given over, and instructed them to
assist themselves when sick, without having to apply to them;
there was none. that made themselves so conspicuous as Dr.
French. I had considerable practice in his neighborhood, #nd
was very successful in every case; this seemed to excite his
malice against me to the greatest pitch; he made uvse of every
means in lis power, and took every opportunity to insult and
abuse me both to my face and behind my back. - A few of the
inhabitants who were his friends joined with him, and became
his instruments to injure me; but a large proportion of the
people were friendly to me, and t'ook great interest in my safety
and snccess. ~ The doctor and his adherents spread all _k!nds of
ridiculous reports concerning me and my practice, gVIng me
the name of the old wizzard ; and that my cures were done
under the power of witcheraft. This foolish whim was too

" 4
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ridiculous. for me to undertake to contradict, and I therefore
yather favorediit merely for sport; many remarkable circum-
stances took place tending to strengthen this belief, «nd some
of the silly and weak-minded pecple really believed that I pos-
sessed supernatural powers, 'This will not appear so strange,
when we take into view, that the people generally were ignorant
of my system of practice, and when they found that I could
aure those diseases that the doctors, in whom they had been in
the habit of putting all their confidence, pronounced as incura-
ble; and thatIcould turn a fever in twodays, which would often
take them as many months, they were led to believe that there
was something supernatural in it,

A man who was one of ‘the friends of Dr. French, and who
had been very inimical to me, doing all in his power,
and ridicule me, sent word one day bv a child, that his calf was
sick, and he wanted me to come and give it a green powder and
a sweat. Knowing that his object was to insult, I returned for
answer, that he must send for Dr. French, and if he could not
cure it, [ would,come, for that was the way that I had to prac-
tice here, It so happened that the calf died soon after, and his
youngest child was taken suddenly and very dangerously sick.
Not long after he found another calf dead in the field, and about
the same time his oldest son was taken sick.  Thesc things
happening in such an extraordinary manner, caused him to

reflect on his conduct towards me, and his conscience con- -

demned him, for trying to injure me without cause. Ie had
the folly to believe, or the wickedness to pretend to believe, that
it was the effect of witcheraft; and wishing to make his peace
with me, sent me word, that if I would let his family alone, lie
would never do or say any thing more to my injury. This I
readily assented to; and his children soon after getting well,
though there was nothing very extraordmary in it, as it might all
be easily accounted for by natural causes; yet it afforded much
couversation among the gossips, and 1dle busy bodies in the
neighborhood; and was made use of by oy enemies to preju-
dice the people against me. Being in company wilh a young
woman who belonged to a family that were my enemies, she,
to insult me, asked me to tell her fortune. T consented, and
knowing her character not to be the most virtucus, and to amuse
myself at her expense, told what had taken place between her
and a cerfain young man the night before. She seemed struck
with astonishment; and said that she was convinced that [ was
a ‘wizzard, for it'was impossible that T could Lave known 1t with-
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out the devil had told me. She did not wish me to tell her
any more.

I practised in this place wid vicinity a few months and re-
turned home to attend to my farm for the rest of ‘the season.”
While at home T was sent for, and attended in different parts of’
the country, and was very successful in my mode of practice,
particularly in places where the dysentery and fevers were most
previlent; never failing in any instance of giving relief, and
completely putting a check to those alarming epidemics, which
caused so much terror’in many places in the interior of the
country.

In the year of 1808, went again to Salisbury, and on my way
there stopped at Pelham and attended and gave relief in several
cases of disease. On my arrival at Salisbury mills, where 1
made it my home, I was immediately called on to practice in
that place and the adjacent towns. Many came to me from
different parts, whose ‘cas¢s were desperate, having been given
over by the dogtors, such as humors, dropsies, mortifications,
fellons, consumptions, &c.  T'evers were so quickly cured, and
with so little tiouble, that many were unwilling to believe they
had the disease, My success was o great that the people gene-
rally were satisfied of the superiority of my mode of practice
over all others. 'This created considerable alarm with the doc-
tors, and those who sided with them. Dr. French seemed to be
much eunraged, and having failed to destroy my credit with the
people by fulse reports, and ridiculous statements of witcheraft,
shifted his course of proceeding, and attempted to frighten me
by threats, which only tended to show the malice e bore me;
for no other reason, that I could conceive of, as ¥ had never
spoken to him, than because of my success in relieving those
lie had given over to die. e would frequently cause me to be
sent for in sreat haste to attend some one in his neighborhood,
who was stated to be very sick: but I saw through these tricks,

" and avoided all their snares. It seemed to be his determination,
1f he failed in destroying my practice, to destroy me. Being
in compwny one diy at Sulisbury village, with Mr. Jereminh
Jaton of Exeter, whose wife was under iny care for a dropsical
complaint, I was sent for four times to visit a young manat t}}e
liouse of Dr. French; the lust time a man came on horseback in
the greitest haste, and insisted that 1 shpuld go and see him.

asked why Dr. French did not attend him; he answered that
5119 had rather have me; being convinced from the" appezrances cf
ings, that it was an attempt :J put some trick upon me, 1
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refused to go, and the man returned. In a short time after Dr,
French came into the village, and Mr. Eaton who was present
wheri they came after me, asked him what ailed the you..y stan
at his house; he said nothing, but that he was as well as any
body. Thisrevealed the whole secret.  Mr. Eaton, then asked
him why he caused me to be sent for so many times, under a
false pretence. He said to sce if 1dared to come into his neigh-
borhood—'hat he did not care how much I practiced on that
side of the river;-butif 1 cameon his he would blow my brains
out—that I was'a murderer and he could prove it.  Mr. Eaton
observed that it was a heavy accusation to make against a man,
and that be ought to be made to prove his words. or to suffer the
consequence—that his wife was under my care. andif I wasa
murderer he ought to see toit. . Dr. French again repeated the
words, with many threats against me, and showed the spite and
malice of a savage.

Mr. Eaton and others of my friends considered my life in
danger; and came immediately to me and related what had
been said by the doctor; and advised me to be en my guard.
I had to pass his house every day to visit my patients; but did
not consider nyself safe in going in the night, nor in the day
time without some one with me. [ continued in this manner
for several days, and finding his malice towards me to be as
great as ever, and still continuing his threats; with the advice-
of my friends, I was induced to have resort to the law for pre-
tection. I wentto Newburyportand entered a complaint against
him before a megistrate, who granfed a warrant and he was
brought before him for trial, My case was made out by fully
proving his wonds; he asked for an adjournment for three hours
to make his defence, which was gran‘ed. He then brought
forward evidence in support of his charzcter, cnd proved by
them that he had always been a man of his word. 'The justice
told him that he thought he proved too much, and to his disad-
vantage, for it had been fully proved thut he was a man of his
word, went to’ satisfy the court that the’cemplaint was well
grounded. e was laid under two hundred dollar Londs to
keep the peace and appear at the next court of common plens,
He appeared at the next court, was ordered to pay all the costs,
and was discharged from his bail. This was an end of our
controversy for that time; but his malice continued against me
long after: seeking every means to destroy me and prevent my
practising, that he could devise; but proceeded with more cau-
tion, which cansed me a great deal of trouble and mnch suffers
ing, as will be hereafter relateds ¥

&
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I continued to practice in this place, and liad as many patients
as I could possibly attend upen, notwithstanding the opposition
I constantly met with from the docters and their friends; for
with all their arts and falsehoods they were notable to prevent
those laboring under complaints, which they had found could
not be removed by the fashicnable mode of treatment, from
applying to me for relief, none of whom but what were either
cured or received great relief by the practice. Some of the most
extraordinary cases I shall give a particular account of for the
information of the reader.

Mr. Jabez True, the minister of Salisbury, was afilicted with
what the doctors called nettle-rash, or what is commonly called
St. Anthony’s fire. e stated to me thatit was caused by
fighting fire, about twenty-five years before, and that he had
been subject to a ‘breaking out ever since; which at certain
times was very painful and troublesome, as it felt like the sting
of bees, and would swell all over his body. He had applied to
all the doctorsin those pirts for their advice, but got no assist-
ance from them. 1 told hum that he had heated himself to such
a degree by violent exercise and being exposed to the fire, that
there was nearly a balance between the outward and inward heat,
and then cooling too sudden, the mnward heat had fallen as
much below the natural state as it had bezn above it before, and
the only way to effect a cure was to bring him into the same
state as he was in when fighting the fire. He wished me to
undertake his case. I carried him through a course of my me-
dicine, and made use of every mecans in my power to raise the
inward heat, pursuing my plan with all zeal for two days: when
he became alarmed, and said he felt as though he should die,
for he felt the same as he did when he was fighting the fire, I
then kept him in that situation as much as possible, and it went
down gradually so as to hold a natural proportion of heat. My
plan suceeeded so completely, that he was perfectly cured and
has enjoyed good health ever since. I attended upon his wife
at the same time, who had been long in a consumptios, and had
been given over. She was perfectly cured; and they are now
living in good health and are ready to testify to the truth of these
statements.

Previously to my difficulty with Dr. French, as has been
before mentioned, Mrs, Eaton and anether woman by the mme

*of Lifford, came to me at Salisbury mills from Exeter. Their
complaint was dropsy; and were both desperate cases, having
been given over by the doctor who had attended them. Mrs.
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Taton was swelled to such a degree, that she could not see
her knees as she sat in a chair, and her limts in proportion. I
felt unwilling to undertake with them, as I cousidered there
would be but little chance of a cure; and declined doing any
thing for them, and sent them away, stating that there was no
place that they could get boarded. 'They went away us I sup-
posed to go home; but they soon returned, and said they had
found a place where they could stay, and a young woman bad
agreed to nurse them. 1 undertook with them very reluetantly;
but could not well avoid it. I gave them some medicine, ard it
operated favorably on both, especially on Mrs. Lifford; then
gave strict orders to the nurse, to attend them attentively through
the night, and keep up a perspiration; but she almost totelly
neglected her duty, spending her time with the young pecple.
On visiting them 1 the morning, I was very much hurt to find
my directions neglected. Mrs. Lifford was quite peorly; and |
stated to me that the nurse had neglected her, and that she had
got her feet out of bed; her perspiration had ceased and other
symptoms appeared unfavorable. |
I attended upon her through the day and did 211 I could to
relieve her, but could not raise a perspiration again. She con-
tinued till the next night about midnight and died. My hopes
of doing her any good were small; but think that if she had not
been neglected by the nurse, there might have been some small
chance for her, as the first operation of the medicine was so
favorable. Her bowels were in a very bad state, and had been
Imost in a mortified condition for three weeks, and what passed
ier was by force, and very black.
© Thiscaused great triumph among my enemies, and Dr. French
tried to have a jury on the body; but he could not prevail; for
the circumstances were well known to many, and all that knew
any thing about it, cleared me from all blame. The nurse said
that I did all I could, and if there was any blame it ought to fall
on her and not on me. So they failed n their attempt to make
me out a murderer; but this case was laid up to be brought
against me at another time. This shows what may be done by
the people, and the malice and wickedness of designing men,
who care more for their own interested ends, than for the health
and happiness of a whole community. 'The fashionable educated
doctor may lose one-half his patients without being blamed ; but
if Tlose one outof several hundred of the most desperate cases,
most of which were given ovar as incurable, it is called murder.
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Mrs, Eaton remained under my care about three weeks, in
which time she was reduced in size eight inches, she then
returned home to Exeter. I had several cases of the dropsy and
consumption from the same town, about this time, who were all
relieved ; all of them were very solicitous for me to go to Exeter
and practice. As soon as I could get the patients under my
carein a situation to leave them, Ileft Sahsbury mills, and
went to Exeter, and commenced practising in my usual way,
and was applied to from all parts, [ had not so many to attend
as 1 had in some places; but they were of the most desperate
nxture, such as had been given over by the doctors, in all of
which I met with great success. Many of the cases had been
attended Ly Dr. Shepherd; he had attended with me upon his
patients at Salisbury; was a very plain candid sertof a man;,
and treated me with much civility. I well remember his first
speech to me, which was in the following words:—¢«“Well, what
are you doing here, are you killing or curing the people?”’—1
replied you must judge about that for yourself. —“Well, said lLe,
“T will wateh you, not for fear of your doing harm, but for my

wn information—I wish you well, and willdo you all the good
I can.” I always found him candid and friendly, without any
hypocrisy. Heonce called on me to visit with him one of his
patients in the town where he lived, who had the rheumatism in
his back and hips. The doetor had attended him about two
months, and said he had killed the pain, but his back was stiff,
so that he could not bring his hands below his knees T attend-
ed him about forty-eight hours, and then went with him to see
the doctor, which was a half a mile; the doctor appeared to be
much pleased to see him so well; and have the use of hislimbs;
for he could stoop and use them as well as he ever could. He
said that he was as glad for the young man’s sake as though he
had cured him himself. He frequently came to see Mrs. Eaton,
whom I was attending for the dropsy; and expressed much
astonishment at the effect the medicine I gave had in relieving
her of a disease which he had considered incurable. At one
time when conversing with her upon her situation, and findin
her so much better, having been reduced in size above fifteen
inches, be expressed himself with some warmth on the occasion,
saying that it was what he had never seen or heard of bein
done before, and what he had considered impossible to be dene
with medicine. Addressing himself to me with much earnest-
ness, inquired how it was that Idid it. I replied; you know
doctor that the heat was gone out of thebody, and the water had
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filled it up; and 2ll I bad to do was to build fire enough in the
hody to boil away the water. ‘Ie burst into a' laugh, and said
that it was a system very short.

While practising in Exeter, I had many desperate cases {rom
the different parts of the country, and from Portsmouth. One
from the latter place I shall mention, being deflerent from what
I had before witnessed. A woman applied to me who had the
venerezl, in consequence, as she stated, of having had a bad
husband; which T believe to be- true. She had Leen attended
by the doctors in Portsmouth for nearly a year, who had filled
her with mercury, for the purpose of curing the disorder till the
remedy had become much worse than the disease. Her case
was alarming, and very difficult; she was brought on a bed, be-
mg unable to sit up; and seemed to be one mass of putrefic-
tion. I proceeded with her in my usual way of {reating all
cases where the system is geatly disordered, by giving medicine
to promote perspiration, steaming to throw out the mercury,ond
restore the digestive powers; and in three weeks she returned
home entirely cured. "Another woman came to me from the
same place, who had been sick five years, which had been in
consequence of having had the same disease, and the doctors
bad filled her with mercury to kill the disorder as they called it,
then left her to linger out a miserable existence. When she
stated her case to me, I felt very unwilling to undertake with
her, 2pprehending that it would be very uncerain whether a cure
could be effected, having been of so long standing; but she in-
sisted upon it so strongly, that I could not put her off. After
attending upon her three weeks, however, her health was restor-
ed, and she returned home well; and in less than a year after
she had two children at onebirth. She had not had a child for
eight years before. This disease is very easily cured in the first
stages of it,by a common course of medicine, being nothing
more than a high stage of canker seated in the glands of cer-
tain parts of the body, and if not cured, communicates to the
glands of the throat and other parts; by giving mercury the
whole system is completely disordered, and although the diseasc
may disappear, it is not cured; and there is more difficulty in
getting ‘the mercury out of the body of one in this situation.
than to cure a dozen of the disease who have not taken this dan-
gerous poison.

While in ‘Exeter, I had a case of a young man, son of Col.
Nathaniel Gilman, who was in a decline. He was about four- L]
teen years old, and had been troubled with bleeding at the nose-
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They had made use of such powerful astringents, with corro-
sive sublimate snuffed up the nose; that the blood vessels in that
part seemed to be shrunk up, and his flesh much wasted away;
I carried him through a course of' medicine, and gave an equal
circulation of blood through the body, and stopped its course
to the head; thenruised a natural perspiration, restored the di
gestive powers, and ‘regulated the system; so as to support the
body with food instead of medicine. In a short time he recov-
ered his health so that he eommanded a company -of militia at
the alarm at Portsmouth, during the'late war.

My success while dt this plece, and the many extraordinary
cures I performed, gained me great credit among the people;
but the medical faculty became much ajarmed, and made use of

“every artifice to prejudice them against me. The foolish sto-

ries about witchcraft, which had been made a handle of at Sa-
lisbury, were repeated here, with a thousand other rediculous
statements for the purpose of injuring me; but I treated them
with centempt as not worthy of my notice, except in some instan-
ces, to amuse myself with the credulity of the ignorant, who
were foolish enough to believe such nonsense. 'I will relate one
circumstance for, the purpose of showing upon what grounds
they founded their belief of my possessing supernatural pow-
ors, and which caused much talk among the people at the time
it happened. Mrs. Eaton, where I boarded, had a five dollar
bill stolen. out of her pocket-bock. She made inquiry of alk
the family, who denied having any knowledge of it. A girl
that lived in the family dened it so strongly, that I thought she
discovered guilt, and led mé to believe that she had taken the
money. I pretended that I could certainly discover who stole
the money, which was believed by many; and told Mrs. Eaton,
in presence of all the family, that if I did not tell who took it
by the next day at twelve o’clock, I would pay the s mount lost
myself. In theevening I had them all called into the room, and
took the bible and read from the law of Moses the penalty for
stealing, then tovk the purse and pntit into the place and shut
the book and gave it to Mrs, Eiton, with strict injunction to
put it under her pillow and -let no one touch it; and that the
person who stole the money could have no peace nor rest till
they confesszd their guilt.  They then all retired to bed. As
soon as it was daylight in the morning, the girl came down
stairs crying, and weat to the bed where Mrs. Eaton lay, and

confessed that she took the money; saying that she had not
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<lept any during the mght, as I had said weuld be the cage.
It will belunnecessary to inform the reader, that this wonder-
ful’ discovery was brought about by the efiect of a guilty con-
science on a credulous and weak mind.

While T ws at Exeter, a woman brought her son to me, who
had a fever sore, (so called) on his hip; Le had been in this sit-
uationso long, without any assistance, that his legs had per-
ished, and he was so much wasted away by the continual dis-
charge of the sore, and- his nature become so far spent, that
I felt perfectly satisfied that a cure was impracticable, and de-
clined undertaking with him. This honest declaration on my
part, very much afironted the boy’s mother, and she turned
against me, anddid me all the burt she could, Lbecause I would
rot nndertake to do what [ knew was impossible for any one to
accomplish. She went with her son to a fashionable doctor,
who said he would cure him out of spite to me. They contin-
ued with the doctor several wecks; till the expense amounted to
about fifiy dollars; the lad continued to grow worse till he died.
This woman seerned ‘satisfied with having her son die, after
spending fifty dollars, because it was done in a fashionable
manner; but may refasing to undertake to cure him, was suffi-
cient reason for her to circulate @1l ‘kinds of false and ridicu-
lous reports about me.  However strange this may appear, it is
ho niore strange than true, for this is but one out of many hun-
dred similar cases, where I have received injury when I was en-
titled to credit, by being honest and sincere in my endeaver to
do what I conceived my duty towards'my fellow creatures.

About this time, among the rest of my troubles, T met” with
a new diflficulty with'an apprentice that I had taken, Ly the
name of William Little, whom I had taken from 2 state of pov-
erty and sickness, cured him and supported him for two vears,
until he had gained knowledge cnough of my medicine and sys-
tem of practice to be useful to me, he than proved dishonest.—
While I was absent at home, he collected all the money he
could, and sold all my medicine, and then went off. On my
return I found my debts collected and my medicine gone, £0
that I was‘obliged to go back immediately, fo collect more be-
fore T could attend to my practice. This was the first time I
had met with difficulty by empleying agents; but since then T
have had experience enough to satisfy me of the difliculty of
trusting to other people; having found but very few of thoge 1
have been under the necessity of employing, who have proved
trusty and honest. I have suffered much pecuniary loss in this
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way, besides in some instances, those I have cssisted and given
instruction 10, so as to be useful in the practice, have become
my enetmies, 1nd been made instrumental to destroy me.

A son of John Underwood, at Portsmouth, was brought to
me while at Exeter, who had what is called a scalt head, He
had been afflicted with it for nine years. The doctors had been
applied to, to no puarpose; and when he brought him to_me,
agreed to give a generous price if [ would cure him. 1 took
charge of him and after pursuing my usual plan of treatment
three weeks, he returned home entirely cured, and has not since
had any appearance of the disease. This man had the mean-
ness, in crder to get clear of paying any thing for curing his
son, to turn against me and my practice, although he had ac-
knowledged that I had saved his life, and had recommended me
to many others, whom I had relieved; yet to get clear of pay-
ing a trifling sum according to his agreement, he did all he
could to injure me, and through his influence. many were kept
from being cured. He was taken sick, and notwithstanding he
had said so much against my medicine, he applied to some who
had the right of using it, and was relieved thereby.

Sometime towards the close of the summer, whilel was at
Exeter, I was sent for to go to Portsmouth to see a young man
by the name of Lebell, who was in a very dangerous situation,
supposed by his friends to be in a dying state, having been given
over by Drs; Cutler and Pierpont at ten o’clock that morning.
I arrived about two in the afternoon. He had been attended
by the two doctors above named for upwards of a month to cure
the venereal ; they had filled him with mercury, so that he had
swelled all over with the poison. The doctors pronounced it to
be the dropsy. His legs had been scarified to let off the water;
the disorder and the mercury had gained the power, and nature
had submitted. I atonce pronounced it tobea desperate case,
and told the French Consul, who had the care of him, that I
could give no encouragement that I could do him any good;
but he was very solicitous for me to do something for him. I
told him the. only chance was to raise perspiration, and that
twenty-four hours would determine his case; for he would
either be better in that time or be dead. The idea of perspira-
tion caused him to urge me to try; and he saidif I could effect
it he would givc me one hundred dollars: the doctors had tried
for a month and could not succeed. 1 gave him some medi-
cine, then put on the clothes by degrees until he was shielded
from the air, and he sweat freely in about an hour. ‘The two
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doctors were present and seemed astonished at my suscess
th 'y walked the room, talked low, then went out. I staid with
him till'six o’clock and the symptoms seemed to be favorable;
he sweat profusely gnd spit much Llood. 1 told the nurse to
eep him in the same situation till I returned, went out and was
gone about an hour and came back again with. Mr. Uiderwood.
When we cameinto the room, found that the doctors had taken
him out of bed and sat him ina chair, and opened the window
against him. I told them that their conduct would cause hig
death and I would do no more for him; but should give him up
as their patient.

It appeared to me that they were afraid I shouid cure him,
and thus proved the superiority of ‘my practice over theirs, for
they had tried a ronth to get a perspiration without success,
and I had done it in one hour, The man frinted before 1 left
the room. I went home with Mr. Underwood and staid that
night, and left them to pursue their own course; the man died
before morning. Instead of getting the hundred dollars as was
agreed, I never got a cent for all my trouble of coming fifteen
miles and returning back again on foot; and besides this loss,
afterwards when Icame to be persecuted by the faculty, the
above two doctors gave their depositions against me, in which,
1 was mnformed, they swore that I killed this man, notwithstand-
ing they had gived him over to die the morning before I saw
him, and they had taken him out of my hands, as above stated,
On being informed that they were trying to support a complaint
against me, I got the depositions of Mr. Underwood and others,
who were knowing to the facts, to contradict these false state-
ments; on finding that T was determined to oppose them, and
prove what they had sworn to be all false, they though proper to
drop the matter; but F was informed they had sworn that my
medicine was of a poisonous nature, and if it did not cause the
patient to vomit soon after being taken, they would certainly
die. - Itis unnecessary forme to contradict this, for its incor-
rectness and absurdity is too well known to all who have any
knowledge of the medicine I use. i

I was frequently in Portsmouth to visit those who had been
sent to me to be attended upen at Exeter. Sometime in Sep-
tember, in 1808, when there, I was called on to visit Mr, Rich-
ard Rice, who was sick with the yellow fever, as it was called.
The reason for his sending for me was 1n consequnce of hav-
ing heard the reports of the doctors, that I sweat my patients
to death, He conceived an idea that if he could sweat he

"~
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should be better; but they would notallow him to he kept warm,
tuking the clothes oft of him and keeping the windows and

' doors open—no fire was permitted in the room, while be was
shivering with cold.” The plan was fo kill the fever, and to
eifect this with more certainty, the doctor had bled kim, nnd*
told his-sister that he had gave him as much ratsbane zs he
dared to give, and if that did not answer he did not know what
would.

I hegan to give him medicine a little before night, and in onc
hour perspiration took place. He was so weak that he wss un-
able to help himself. In the morning the doeter proposed to
bleed him; but he was dismissed. [ was with him till the symp-
toms were favorable, »nd then left him in the care of three per-
sons whom [ could confide 1n.  After I was gone, Dr. Brackett
came into the room where the patient was, in a great rage, say-
ing that they were killing him;for the mortification would soon
take plice inconsequence of keeping him so werm. He was
asked by one of those present in which case mottification was
most likely to take place, when the blood is cold and thick, ‘
orwarm and thin.  He suspected some quibble and would not
give an answer; and it was immaterial which wey he answered;
for in either ¢se he had no- grounds to support an argument
upon, but what might be easily refuted. = After hie had fiiled in
the interference with those who had the care of the patient, he
went to his wife and other relations, and tried to frighten them;
but he did not succeed, for they were well satisfed with what
was doing.

"The patient was much out by spells sometimes imagining
himself to be a lump of ice; but my directions were pursue
by the person I left mn charge of him during the night, keepin?'
upa perspiration, in the morning he was much relieved and had:
Iis richt mind.  He had no pain except in the lower part of the
bowels; to relieve which he wask very anxious that I should give
hira some physic; T opposed this, being confident that it would
not doin such putrid cases. ~ He was so urgent, however, I give
him some, which operated very seon; and the consequence was, ’
that it reinforced his disorder, and threw him into the gre=test
distress. He asked for more physic, but [ told him that I would
not cive him any more, for I was satisfied of the impropriety_of
givihg, it in such cases, and I have never given any since. It
checked the perspiration, and drew the determining powers
from the sarfice inward; sothat T had to go throngh'the same
process again of raising perspill;*.tion, and vomiting, which was
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inuch more difficult than at first, and it was with the greatest
attention that I was able to keep cff the mortification for twelve
hours that he was kept back by taking this gmall dose of phy-
sic. T kept up the persphation through Friday-and Sa urday,
and on Sunday morning when I called to see him, he was up
and dressed; on asking how he did, he said as strong as you
are, and took me under his arm and carried me acrcss the room,
On Monday he was down on the wharf attending to his busi-
ress

This cure caused considerable talk in the town, and because
it was done so quick, the doctors said that there was but litile
ailed him, and he would have got well himself if he had taken
the physic and been left alone; but those who saw it were con-
vinced to the contrary; others doubted, and said among them-
selves, how can a man who has no learning and never studied
physic, know how to cure disease. Mr. Rice, however, gave
me credit for the cure, and was very grateful for it, and I made
liis house my home, when in Portsmouth, and was treated with
much respect. He introduced me to his uncle, Alexander
Rice, Esq. a man of respectability and high standing in that
place; who at first could not Lelieve that so valuable a discov-
ery could be made by a man without an education. I conversed
with him upon the subject, and explained the principles upon
which my system was founded—how cvery thing acted under
the nature and operation of the four elements, and by one act-
ing upon another caused 21l motion—how the element of fire,
by ranfying water and air, keeps the whole creation in motion—
how the temperament of the body, by adding or diminishing
seat and cold would promote either life or death. After hear-
g my explanation, he became satisfied of its correctness, and
confessed that my natural gift was of more value then learning.
He then made known to me his infirmities, and wished me to
take the care of his family and give him and his wife such in-
formation as would enable them to attend upon themselves and
family in case of sickness. I readily agreed fo this, and soon
‘after carried some of tlie family threugh with the medicine, and
gave them all the information in my power, of the principle,
and the medicine with which it was done.  Mrs. Rice under-
took the management of the business; she was a kind and af-
fectionate woman, possessing a sound judgment without fear.
After she had gained the information, she wished me to attend
fo carrying her through a course of the medicine, for a bad
humor, called the salt-rheum, which she had been long afilicted
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with; siz was attended a few tiines, which effected a %gmplete
cure, .

Major Rice had been for rfany years subject to turns of
the gout; and had been in some instances confined by it for six
months at a time, and for six weeks not able to sit up, much of*
the time not able to lift s hand to lis head. He had been
constantly under the carc of tlie wiost skilful doctors, who
would bleed and blister, and physic him, till his strength was
exhausted; after attending him in this way through the winter,
they said he must wait till warm weather, before he could get
about. When the warm weather came, he would crawl out in
the sin side of the house, and in this way he gradually gained
lus strength; after this he was afflicted with a violent burning in
his stomach, which was almost as troublesome as the gout.

After he had the right of my medicine, he had frequent turns
of the gout; but no attack of this disease has continuéd more
than twenty-four hours, before he was completely relieved; and
liz has been but little troubled with the burning of the stemach
since. e hastold me since, thatif he could have been as sure
of relief, when he was first subject to the disease, as he is now
certain of it in twenty-four hours, he would have been willing
to give all he was worth.  This family his been so much bene-
fitted by the use of the medicine, that no sum of money would
be any temptation to them to be deprived of it. This man has
never been lacking to prove his gratitude to me; in the time of
my troubles his assistance was of the greatest importance to me,
and [ shall ever feel grateful to him and his family for their
goodness,

Soon after T weat to Portsmouth, 1 was sent for to go to
Deerfield, where the dysentery prevailed and had become very
alirming. A young man by the name of Fulsom cams aftex
ma, and siid that the doctor had lost every patient he had at-
teaded, that seven had died and m:ny were sick—that his father
and two brothers were given over by the doctor that morning to
die.

The yonnz man seemed s anxious, and was so much fright-
ened, that I concluded to go with him; the distance was twenty
cight miles. We started a little before night and arrived there
about tzn o’clock. I found the father and the two sons, as bad
as they could be and be alive; they were stupid and cold. 1
told the mother that it was véry uncertain whether I could help
them. She begoed of me tp save her hushand’s life if possible.
T told her that I could not tell whether they were dying, o
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whether it was the deadly effect of opium. I gave them all
medicine—the {wo children died in about three hours; but Iir,
Fulsom soon grew better by taking my medicire. . I had ot
only the sick o uitend to, and do.every thing myself; but the
opposition of all the neighborhood; fhere was (lgln of the
family sick, and if I went out of the house, some pergon wouid
npen the doors and windows; which would cause a relapse;

while perspiration continued they were e: sy, but as seon as they
frew cold, the piin would 1o(uxmd be very viclent.. In the
1orning 1 was prepuring to come away; but the father urged
me o hard to stay, promising that 1 should Le tieated in a bet-
ter manner than 1 had been, that I eonsented, and remained
with them about ten days. I caught the disorder myself and
was very bad; on taking the medieine, the operation was so
wiolent, that the neighbors were much {rightened, and left the
hmce, and were afiaid to come nigh us, lm\mu us to die alto-

gether. I soon got better and was able to carry Mr. Fulsom
thrpugh for the first time; which relieved him, and he goon got
better. In the mean time a small child was brought home sicl:,
that Lad been carricd away to prevent it from teking the disor-
der. It was so far gone, that the medicine would have no ef-
fect upon it, and it soon died. All that were not in a dying
situation before they took the medicine, were relieved and got
well. T attended some that had the disorder in other families,
all of whom got well; fiteen in the whole recovered and three
died. Two years after, the death of these three children was
brought against me on a charge of murder.

All that I ever received for my trouble in these cases, was
fifteen dollars; there was no credit given me for curing the fif-
teen out of eighteen, when the doctor had lost all that he at-
tended; and although he had .given over three to die, I cured
one of them twelve hours after. When I left this place, the
doctor adopted my mode of prdct, ce us far as he knew it, par-

ticularly in sweating, and about ome half lived. Notwithstand-
ing all this, the doctor, as I was informed, made oath that the
three children died in consequence of taLino my medicine; znd
the good minister of the parish, I was also mformed testified to
the same thing; though I am conudent that nmther of them
knew any thing about me or my medicine. A judgment seem-
ed to follow the clergyman, for a short time after he had lent
his aid in promoting the prosecution against me, a circumstonce
took placz 1 his ftrmly, which, had it not been done by a fash-
ionable doctor, might have been called murder, His wife was
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at times troubled with a pain in her face, something like a
cramp; a certain doctor said that he could help her by cutting.
He used the knife and other instruments of torture for four
hours, which stopped her speech, and let loose the jaices that
filled the flesh from her breast, so that the blcod and water
crowded out of her ears in striving for breath. She remained
in this distressed situation about seven days and died. This
information I had from two respectable men, who were present
at the time of her sufferings and death.

I continued to practice in Portsmouth and its vicinity during
this autumn, and while there, was sent for to go to Salisbury
to see a child that had been attended by a woman for several
days, who I had given information to, but they said the perspi-
ration would not hold; and they wished for further information.
On seeing the child, I at once found that they had kept about
an equal balance between the outward and inward heat; when
they gave medicine to raise the inward heat and start the deter-
mining power to the surface, they at the same time kept the
outward heat so high as to counteract it, After explaining to
them the difficulty, I raised the child up and poured on to it a
pint of cold vinegar, and it immediately revived. Applied no
more outward heat, but only to shield it from the air; and gave
the warmest medicine inward, on the operation of which, the
child grew cold and very much distressed. As soon as the
inward heat had gained the full power and drove the cold out,
the circulation became free, and the child was relieved from pain
and fell asleep; the next day the heat was as much higher than
what was natural, as it had Leen lower the day before; and when
heat had gained the victory over the cold, the child gained its
strength and was soon about, perfectly recovered.

I had not practised in Salisbury before, since [ went to Exeter,
which was in June, and my returning there seemed to give Dr.
Trench great offence. He had been to see the chi.ld mentionefl
above, and tried to discourage the people from using my medi-
eine; and threatened them that he would have them indicted
by the grand jury, if they made use of any without his consent;
his threats, however, had very little effect, for the people were
well satisfied of the superiority of my practice over his, About
this time the bouds for is good behavior were out; I did not
appear against him,_and yvhen t}}e case was called the court qls-
charged him and his beil, on his paying the cost. The action
was brought on a complaint in behalf of the commonwealth ;
but I had caused another actiorlx'?f damage to be brought against .

2
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him, which was curried to the Supreme Court, and tried af
Ipswich the spring following. I employed twe lawyers to man-
age my cese, and brought forward two wiinesses to prove miy
declaration, who swore that the defendant made the assertion,
that I was guiliy of murder and he could prove it. Iis lawyer
admitted the fact, but pleaded justification on the part of his
client, and brought wiinesses on the stand to prove that what
he had said was true. The young woman who nursed Mis.
Lifford, and by whose neglect she took cold, swore to some of
the most ridiculous occurrences concerning the death of that
woman, that could be uttered, which were perfectly contradie-
tory to every thing she had before confessed to be the truth,
Another young woman, the daughter of a doctor at Deerfield,
made a statement to make it appear that I was the cause of the
.death of the three children, who died as has been before re-
lated. I had no knowledge of ever seeing this woman, and have
since ascertained that she was not at the house but once during
Ahe sickness, and ther did not go into the room where the sick
were; and her exaggerated account must have been made up of
what she had heard others say.

These things were a complete surprise, to me, pot thinking it
possible that people could be induced to make such exaggerated
statements under the solemnity of @n oath. I could have
brought forward obundance of -festimony to have contradicted
ihe whole evidence against me if there was time, but not expect-
ing that the camse would h=ve taken the course it did, was un-
prepared. There appeared to be a complete combination of the
professional craft agzinst me, both the doetors and lawyers, nd
‘a determination that I should lose the cuuse, let the evidence
be what it might. My lawyers gave up the case without muking
a plea; and the judge gave a very partial charge fo the jury,
representing me in the worst point of view that he possibly
could, saying that the evidenee was sufficient to prove the fucfs
against me, and that if I had been tried for life, he could not
say whether it would hang me or send me to the state prison
forlife. 'The jury of course gave their verdict against me, and
1 had to pay the cost of the court.

The counsel for Dr. Erench asked the judge whether a war-
tant ought not to be issued agninst me, and be compelled to
recognize to appear at the next court, to which he answered in
the affirmative. This so frightened my friends, that they were
much alarmed for my safety, and advised me to go out of the
way of my enemies, for they seemed to be determined to destroy

o
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me. [ went to Andover to the house of a fiiend, whose wife I
had cured of a cancer, where I was very cordially received, and
staid that night. The next doy I went to Salisbury mills, and
made arrangements to pay the costs of my unfortunate late suit,

In the fall of the year 1808, I was sent for to go to Beverly,
to see the wife of a Mr. Appleton, who was the daughter of
Elder Williams, the Baptist minister in that town, and was very
low in a consumption. She had formerly been afflicted with
the sult-rheum on her hands, and had applied to a doctor for
advice; he had advnised her to make use of a sugar of lead wash,
which drove the disease to her lungs, »nd she kad been in that
situation for a'long time, and very litile hopes were entertained
of her ever being any better. I carried her through a course of
the medicine, with very good success.

I remained in Beverly about a week; and while there,became
acquainted with Mr. Williams, and also Mx. William Raymond,
to whom I afterwards gave information of my practice and h

assisted me to attend on my patients. Then returned to Ports-

mouth, where I wrs constantly ealled on to practice, and had
all the most de=perate cases put under my care, in all of which
I met with very ‘great success.

After staying here about two weeks I retuined to Beverly, to
see Mrs. Appleton and other patients there, and found them all
doing well; was called on to attend many desperate cases; in
all of which Teffected a care, except one, who was dying before

1 was called on.  While practising in Beverly was called on by

a Mr Lovett, to attend his son, who was sick, as they supposed

with a bad cold, some thought it a typus fever. I was very -

much engaged in attending upon the sick at the time, and could

©

not go with him; he came after me three times before I could .

go. Onseemng him found that he complained of a stiff neck,
and appeared very stupid, and had no ppin. His aunt who
took care of him, said that he would cert:inly die, for he had
the same sypmtoms as his mother who died a short time before.
I gave some medicine which relieved him; the next day carried

him through a course of the medicine, and he appesred to be

doing well. Being called on to go to Salem, I left himin the
eare of Mr Raymond, with particnlar directions to keep in the

house and not expose himself This was on Wednesday, and I _

heard nothing from him, and knew not but what he was doing
well, till the Sunday afternoon following, when I was informed

that he was worse. 1 immedintely inquired of Mr. Raymond,

and learned from him that he had gotso much better, he had .
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been down to the side of the water, and returned on Friday
night; that the weather wasvery cold, (being in the month of
December;) that he had been chilled with the cold, and soon
after his return had been taken very ill; he staid with him on
Saturday night, and that he was raving distracted all night; that
he had not given any medicine, thinking that he was too dan-
gerously sick for him to undertake with.

I told the yonng man’s father, that it was very doubtful
whether I could do any thing that would help him: but that I
would try and do all I could. I found that the patient was so
far gone that the medicine would have no effect, and in two
hours told him that I could'not help his son, and advised him to
call some other advice; this was said in the presence of Elder
Williams, and Mr. Raymond. Mr. Lovett made answer that if
I could not help his son he kniew of none who could; and was
very desirous for me to stay with him all night¢ which I did, and
. stood by his bed the whole: time. Ile was much deranged in
his mind till morning, when he came to himself, and was quite
sensible. Ithen again requested the father to send for some
other doctor, as I was ssnsible that I could do nothing for him
that would be any benefit. He immediately sent for two doctors,
and assoon as they arrived, I left him in their care. The two
doctors attended him till the next night about ten o’clock when
lLie died. Thave been more particular in giving the history of
this case, because two years after it was brought as a charge
against me for murdeéring this young man. The father and
friends expressed no dissatisfaction at the time, in regard to my
conduct, except they thought I ought not to have neglected the
patient so long; but it is a well known fact, that I attended
as soonas I knew of his being worse, and that the whole cause
of this second attack was owing 1o his going out and exposing
himself, and could not be imputed as any fault of mine,

In the latter part of December 1808, I was sent for to attend
Elder Bowles, the Baptist ministerof 8alem. T was introduced
to him by Elder Williams and found him in bed, and very weak
and low, in the laststage of a consumption; all hopes of a
recovery were at an end—his doctoers had left him as incurable.
He asked my opinion of his case; I told him that I could mot
tell whether there was a possibility of a cure or not till after
using the medicine; being doubtful whether there was mortifi-
cation ornot. He was a man very much respected and beloved
by his people, and the public anxiety was very great about him,
He expressed a strong desire that I should undertake with him;
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1 declined doing any thing until he consulted his deacons and
other members of his church, who were his partictilar frieads; -
and theiradvice taken; which being done, they offered no obiec-
tion, but wished him to act his own m.ud, and whatever the
result should be they would be satisfied. He replied that, he
was convinced that he could not live in his present sitnation
more than a1 week, and therefore his life, could not be shortened
more than that time; and it was his wish that I should under-
take to cure him, His strength was so fur exhaustcd that 1t was
with the greest exertions and difficuliy® that they could get
him to sit up ahont three minutes in a day, to have his Led made,

I gave his friends as correct an account of lis disorder and
the operation of the medicine,#as [€ould; and that I did. not
wish to do any thing wbich might cause reflection’ hereafier;
but they promised. that let the result be what it might they
should be satisfied and weuld not think hard of me. On these
conditions I undertook, and told sthem that twenty- four hours
time would decide whether hedl Mor died. I began to give
the madicine in the morning, w had @very cllm and easy
operation; the emstic herb operated very kindly, and threw off
his stomach a large quantity of cold jelley, like the white of an
egg; the perspiration moved gently on and was free; the internal
heat produced by the medicine fixed the determmmg power to
the surface, and threw out.the putrefaction to such a degree that
the smell was very offensive. Mr, Bowles had a brother present
who wasa doctor; he observed that he did not know whether
the medicine made the putrefaction, or whether it made visible
what was secreted in the body; but he was soon convinced on
that head, for when the medicine had cleaned him, all this putrid
small ceased. = While the medicine was in the greatest operition
this perspiration brought out this patrefaction to such a degree,
that the nurse in making his bed was so affected with ity that she
fainted and fell on the floor. I attended on him for about three
weeks, in which time he was able to set up two or three hours
in a day; his food nourished his dody, and, his strength grined
very fast, considering the season of the year being unfivorable,
I gave him my best “advice and left directions how to proceed
and returned home to my family tospend the rest of the winter
with them. T returned in the spring to see Mr. Bowles, and
found him so fir recovered as to be ableé to ride ont, and in good .
spirits. He soon gained his health, and is now.well and ready
to give testimony of the fact as I have related them.
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In thescason of 1809, T suffered much. In the first part of
the summer, cttended many panﬁnts of old complaints; inpar-
ticular, one case that I shall mention of a young woman, in
Kittery, in a consnmption.  She had been confined to her house
fonr months; lier flesh was exhausied, and had a violent strict-
ure of the lunna, which she said scemed as though there wus
a string that drawed her lungs to ber back; this caused a dry,
hacking cough, which was very distressing. I could give her
friends no encouragement of a cure; but the young woman and
her friends were so urgent, that I undertook with her. Her
dourage was very great,and she took the medicine-and followed
all my directions with great perseverance. She suid she wish-
ed that it might either kill or cure, for she did not desiie to live
in the Situation she wus then in. [ left her medicines and
directions, and occasionally visited her. My plan of treatment
was followed with much atlention and zeal for six months, be<
fore I could raise an inward heat which weuld hold more than
six hours. She then lad what was called a settled fever; and
1 gave her medicine to get as great an internal heatas I possibly
could; this ‘caused much alarm awmong her fiiends, as they
thought she would certainly die. I'told them that the heit
holding, which was the cause of thefever, was the first faverable
symptom that I had seen in her favor. She soon gained her
health, to the astonishment of all herfriends and acquaintances,
She continued to enjoy her health till the next season, when
she had another turn of ‘the fever. Iattended her in'my usual
way, and vaised the heat till-it corapletely overpowcred the cold.
when she wus entirely cured, and has ever since enjoyed good
health,

During this summer a woman applied to me from a nomhhm—
ing town, who had the dropsy, and brought with her a little
gitl, that had the rickets very bad, so that she was grown much
out of shape. Tecarried them both through a eourse of the
medicine, attended them for three or four weeks, and then gave
the woman information how to relieve herself and the 'vn]
occasionally visiting them; they both recovered of their com-
plaints and have enjoyed perfect liealih smce. This woman
paid me the most liberally of any that I h adattended, and has
on all accasions menifested her gratitude for the assistance I
afforded her. Another woman from the same town applied (o
me, whohad a“-cancer on her breast.  She had Leen under the
care of several doctors, who had by their course of practice
made her worse. I undertook with her and by giving medicine
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o check the canker and promote perspiration efiectualiy re-
iieved her from the disease. Many other desperate cases, such
as consumptions, dropsies, cancers, &c. most of which haed been
aiven over by the doctors, were attended by me about this
time, which it will be necessary for me to particularize; all of
them were either completely cured or essentially relieved and
made comfortable by the system of practice. One case I shall
however, state, being rather of an extraordinary nature, to show
the absurdity of the fishionable manner of treating degease by
the doctors of the present day,

A young lady applied to e who had been much troubled
with bleeding at the stomach. - She stated to me that she had
been bled by the doctors forty two times in two years; and that
they had bled her seven times in six weeks, So much blood
had been taken from her, that the blood vessels had contracted
in such a maner that they would hold very little blood; and the
heat being thereby so much diminished, the water filled the
flesh, and what little blood there was rushed to her face, while
all the extremities were cold this produced 2 deceptive appear-
ance of health, and caused those who judged by outward ap-
pearances, to doubt whether there was any disease; so that she
had not only to bear her own infirmities, but the reproaches of
her acquaintances. I kindled heat enough in the body to throw
off the useless water, whiech gave the’blood room to circulate
through the whole system, instead of circulating as it had done
before, only- in the large blood vessels, and they being much
extended by not having heat enough to give it motion, leads the
doetors into the erroncous idea, that there is too much blocd,
and retortto the practice of bleeding, which reduces the strength
of the patient, and increases the disease. There is no such*/
thing as a person having too much blood, no more than thereis 4
of having too much bone,.or too much muscle, or ‘sincws; /

nature contrives all things right, 'The blood may be too thick,

<0 as not to circulate, and is liable to be diseased like all other
parts of the body; but how taking part of it away, can benefit
the rest, or tend in any way to remove the disease, is what I
could never reconcile with common sense. After I had carried
this woman through a full operation of the medicine, and got
the heat to hold, so as to produce a natural perspiration ; instead
of appearing to be so fleshy and well as she had done, she fell
away and became quite emaciated; but as soon s the digestive
powers were restored, so that the food could nounsh the body,
she gained her strength and flesh, and m a short time was com-
dletely restored to health,



R NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE, &c.

I was about this time called to attend a woman who was very
severely attacked with: tlie spotied fever, The first «ppearénce
of itwas o pain in her heel, which soon moved up to her hips
and back, from thence to ber stemach “nd head; so that in fif-
teen'minutes her sight was gone, and in less than bzlf an hour
she wisseéuseless @nd coldjyabout this time i s:w her and exa-
mined well the cause of the disease; I was well sutisfied that it
was theeffect of ‘cold having overpowered the mmward hest. By
confining her from the -ir, giving her Nos. 1 #nd, 2, and keep-
ing hier in a moderate sterm, she in a short time came to ker
senses: and the symptomns were exactly” similar to a drowned
person coming too, after huving life suspended by being under
water. - As soon as the perspiration became free, 211 pain ceased
and she was quite comfortable; in twenty-four hours the dise:se
was completely removed, and ‘she wes able to ‘aftend to Ler
work.

The same day I had another case of a child, which the doc-
orhad given over.  When I came to this child it was senseless,
and I expected in a mortified state; I .gave it the hottest medi-
cine | could get withthe emetic; it lay about six kours silent,
before the medicine had kindled heat enough to cause moticn in
the stomach and bowels, when it begin to revive, and what came
from it wis black "and putrid; the bowels just escaped mortifi-
cation, The child was soon well. Phese two cases were both
cured in twenty-four hours time

When the spotted fever first appeared in Portsmouth, the
doctors had five cases and 21l of them died. T had five crses
similar, which alllived. Because my patients did not die, ‘the
doctors said they did not have the fever, In this they hid much
the advantage of_me, for there could be no doubt of theirs all
having it,as death was, in most of the cases under their care,
on their'side and decided the question. I have had a great
number of cases of ‘the spotted fever under my care, and in all
of them used the remains of heat as a friend, by kindllng it so
as to produce heat enongh in the body to overpower and drive
out the cold; and have never failed of success, where there was
any chance of a cure.

Sometime this season I was sent for to attend Captain Trickey,
who was very sick; I examined him and was confident that I
could not help him, and took my hatin order to leave the house,

His family insisted on my stopping and doing something for
him; huot Ttold them that Ithought he was in a dying state, and
medicine would do no good. I told his son that in all proba-
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Lility, he weuld not be alive over twenty-four hours, and that Le
had better go for some other help, for I could do him no good.
1 told the wife that I should give no medicine myself, but as
they had some in the house that they knew the nature of, she
might give some of it to her husband, which she did. Two
doctors were sent for—the first one that arrived. bled him, and
hie soon breithed very short, and grew worse;. the other «.octor
came, and said that his breathing short wag in consequence of
the medicine I had given him; but by this he did not gain credit¢
for all the family knew to the contrary; and the woman soon
after told me of his speech. The patient continued till the
next day :bout ten o’clock and died. Soon as be was dead the
doctors and their friends spared no pains to sprea:l the report in
every direction, that I had killed this man with my screw auger,
a cznt name given to my emetic herb, in consequence of one
of my patients when under the operation of it, suying that it
twisted in hin like a screw auger.'  This was readily seized upon
by the doctors, and made use of for the purpose of trying to
destroy the reputation of this medicine by ridicule-—they like-
wise gave similar names to several other articles of my medicine
for the same purpose, and.represented them s the names by
which I celled them. 'They had likewise given me several
names and titles, by way of reproach; such asthe sweaiing and
steaming doctor—the Indian doctor—the old wizzard—and
sometimes the quack. Such kind of management, had » great
effect on the minds of many weak minded pecple; they were
so afraid of ridicule, that those who I hud cured were unwilling
to own it, for fear of being laughed at for employing me.

The circumstance of the death of the above mentioned Cap-
tain Tricky, was seized upon by the doctors and their friends,
and the most fulse and absurd representations made by them
through the country, with the intention of stopping my practice,
by getting me indicted for murder, or to drive me cff; but my
friends made out a correct statement of the facts, and had them
published, which put a stop to their career for that time I
cominued my practice, and had a great number of the most
desperate cises, in most of which T was successful. The ex-
traordinary cures I had performed, Lad the tendency to make
many peonle bLelieve, that I could cure every one who had life
in them, let their disesse be ever so bad; and where T h:d
attended on those who were given over as incurable, and they
died, whether I gave them any medicine or not, the report was
immediately circulated that they were killed by me, at the same

G
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time the regular doctors would lose their patients every day,
without there being any notice tzken of it.  When their patients
died, if appearances were ever so much against their practice,
it was said to be the will of the Lord, and submitted to without
a murmur; but if ene happened to die that I had any thing to
do with, it was readily reported by those interested in destroying
my credit with the people, that 1 killed them.

I could mention a great number of cases of the cures that 1
performed, if I thought it necessary; but my intention is to give
the particulars of such only 2s will have the greatest tendency
to convey to the reader the most: correct information of my
mode of practice, without repeating any that were treated in a
similar manner, to those already given. I shall now proceed to
give the particulars of one of the most important circumstancs
of my life, in as correct and impartial a mnner as I am capa-
ble to do from memeory; m order to show what I have sutiered
from the persecutions of some of the medical faculty, for no
other reason, s I conceive, than that they feared my practice
would open the eyes of the people, and lesson their importance
with them; by giving such information as would enable them to
cure themselves of disease without the aid of a doctor; and
from miny others, who were governed altogether by the pre-
Jjudices they had formed against me by the fulse reports that had
been circulated about my practice, without having any other
knowledge of m>. Many of the latigr, however, have since
been convinced of their error, have a very favorable opinion of
my system, and ~re among my best friends.

After practicing in those parts through the season of 1809,
I went home to Surry, where I remzined a few weeks, «nd
returned back to S-lisbury; on my way there I made several
stops in different places where I had before practised, to see my
friends and to give jnformation to those who made use of my
medici.e and practice. On my arrival at Salisbury, my friends
informed me that Dr. French had been very busily employed in
my absence, and that he and « deacon Pecker, who wis one of
the grand jury, had been to Salem, to the court, zad on their
return had said that there had been a bill of indictment found
against me for wilful murder. They advised me to go off and
keep out of the way; but T'told them I should never do that; for
if they had found 2 bill against me, the gove:nmentmust prove
the charges, or I must be honorably acquited. Atbout ten
o’clock at nizht Dr. French came to the place where ! stopped
with a constable, and made me a prisoney in behalf of the com-
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monwealth. I asked the constable to read the watrant, which
he did; by this I found that Dr. French was the only complain-
ant, and the justice who granted the warrant ordered me before
him to be examined, the next morning. I was then taken by
the constable to Dr. I'rench’s house, and keepers were placed
over me to prevent me from escaying. While at his house and
a prisoner, Dr. French took the opportunity to abuse and insult
me in the most shameful manner that can be conceived of, with-
out any provocation on my part; he continued his abuse to me
till between two and three o’clock, when he took his horse and
sit out for Salem to get the indictment., After he was gone, I
fonnd on inquiry of the constable, that afier he had been bcfule
the grand jury and caused me to be indicted, he came home
before the bill w: 15 made oul, and finding that I Was at Salisbury,
fearing I might be gone, and he should m'ss the chance of gratify-
ing his malicions revenge against me, he went to a brother doc-
tor, who wsa justice of the peice, vefore whom he made oath,
that he had probable ground to suspect, and did suspect, that I
had with m:lice aforethought, murdered sundry persons in the
course of the year past, whose names were unknown to the
complainant; upon which a wurrant was issued against me, and
Lw=s 1rrested, as before stited, in order to deiam and keep me
in custody, till the indictment could be obtained.

In the morning I was brought before the said justice, and he
not being rerdy to proceed in my examination, the court was
adjourned till one o’clock; when I was cgain brought before
him 2nd he s«id he could not try me until the complainant was
present, and adjourned the court again till near night. The
constable took me back to his house in the mean time, and put
me in a back room and left me alone, all of them leaving thes
house.  When they came back, some of them asked me why [
did not mike my escape, which I might very esstly have done
out of a back window; but I told them that I stood in no fear
of the consequence. having done nothing whereby T ought to be
punished; that T was taken up as a mzlefictor, and was deter-
mined to be convicted as such, or honorably acquitted. Just
before night, Dr. French arrived with a Sheriff, 2nd ordered me
to be delivered up by the constable to the Sheriff; and afier Dr.
French had again vented his spleen upon me by the most savage
abuse that language could express, saying that I was a murderer,
and that I had murdered fifty and he could prove it—that I
should he either hung or sent to the State prizon for life, snd he
would do all in his power to have me convicied. I was then
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put in irons by the sheriff, ane conveyed to the jail in Newbury-
port, and confined in a dungeon, with a man who had been con-
victed of an assault on a girl six years of’ age, and sentenced to
solitary ‘confinement for one year. He seemed to be glad of
company; and reminded me of the old saying, that misery loves
company. I was not allowed a chair or a table, and nothing
but a miserzble straw bunk on the floor, with one poor blanket
which had never been washed. I was put into this prison on
the 10ih day of November, 1809; the weather was very cold,
and no fire, and not even the light of the sun, or a candle—and
to complete the whole, the filth ran-from the upper rcoms into
our cell, and was so offensive that 1 was almest stifled with the
smell. I tried to rest myself as well s I could, but got nos'eep
that night, for I felt something crawling over me, which caused
an itching, and not knowing what the cause was, inquired of
my fellow sufferer; he said that it was the lice, and that there
was enough of them to shingle a meeting house.

In the morning there was just light enough shone through
the iron grates to show the horror of my situation. My spirits
and the justuess of my cause provented me from making eny
lamentation, and I bore my suflering without complaint, At
breakfast time I was called on through the grates to take out
miserable breakfast; it consisted of an cld tin pot of musty
coffee, without sweetening or milk, and was so bad as to be
unwholesome; with a tin pan containing a hard piece of Indian
bread, and the nape of fish, which wus so hard I could nct
eatit, This had to serve us till three o’clock in the afternoon,
when we had about an equal fire, which was all we had till the
next morning. The next day Mr. Osgood eame from Salisbury
to ses me, and on witnessing my mlseruble situation he was so
much affected that he .could scarcely speak. He brought me
some provisions, which I was very glad to receive; and when I
described to him my miserable lodgings and the horrid place 1
was in, he wept like a child. He asked liberty of the jailer to
furnish me with a bed, which was granted, and brought me one,
and other things to make me more comfortable. The next day
[ wrote letters to my family, to Dr. Fuller, and to judge Rice,
stating to them my situation.

"The bed which was brought me I put on the old one, and
allowed my fellow sufferer a part of it, for which he was very
thankful. T had provisions enough brought me by my friends
- for us both, and 1 gave hm what 1 did not wanty the crusts and
' scraps that were left, his poor wife would come and beg to carrv
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to her starving children, who were dependant cn her. Her °

situation and that of her husband were so much worse than
mine, that it made me feel more reconciled to my fate; and I
gave her all T could spare, besides making his condition much
more comfortable, for which they expressed a great deal of

gratitude.
In a few days after my confinement Judge Rice came to see

me and brought with him a lawyer. On consulting upon the _~

case, they adv.sed me to petition to the judges of the Supreme
Court to hold a special court to try my-cause, as there would be
no court held by law, at which it could be tried, till the next
fall, and as there could be no bail for an indictment for murder,
1 should have to lay in prison nearly a year, whether there was
any thing against me or not. This was the policy of my ene-
mies, thinking that they couald keep me in prison a year, and in
all probability I should not live that time, and their ends would
be fully answered.

I sent on a petition agreeable to the advice of my friends,

and judge Rice undertook to attend to the business and do
every thing to get the prayer of the petition granted. Ie
followed the business up with great zeal and did every thing
that could be done to effect the object. I think he told me that
he or the lawyer, Mr. Bartlett, had rode from Newburyport to
Boston, fifteen times in the course of three weeks on the busi-
ness. Al length judge Parsons agreed to hold a special court
at Salem, on the 10th day of December, to try the cause, which
was one month from the day I was committed. My friends
were very attentive and zealous in my cause, and preparation
was made for the trial: !

During this time the weather was very cold, and I suffered
greatly from that cause, and likewise from the badness of the
air in our miserable cell, so that T had not much life or ambition.
Many of my friends came to see me, and some of them were
permitted to come into the cell; but the air was so bad and the
smell so offensive, that they could not stay long. My friend,
Dr. Shephard, came to see me and was admitted into our dun-
geon. He staid a short time, but said it was so offensive he
must leave me; that he would not stay in that place a week for
all Newburyport. On thanksgiving day we were taken out of
our cell and put in a room in the upper story, with the other
prisoners, and took supper together; they consisted of mur-
derers, robbers, thieves, and poor debtors. - All of us tried to
enjoy our supper and be in aé g_éood spirits as our conditicy
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would permit. The most of their complaints were of the filthi-
ness and bad condition of the prison, in which we all agreed.
Before it was dark I and my companion were waited upon to
our filthy den again. There was nothing in the room to sit
upon higher than the thickness of our bed; and when I wrote
any thing, I had to lay on my belly, in which situation I wiote
the Medical Circular, and several other pieces, which were after-
wards printed.

After T had been in prison about two weeks, my son-in-law
came to see me; 1 had before my imprisonment sent for him to
come to Portsmouth on some business, and on hearing of my
being in prison he immediately came to Newburyport, to see
me. Ie seemed much more troubled about my situation then
I was myself. I felt perfectly conscious of my innccence and
was satisfied that T had done nothing to merit such cruel treat-
ment; therefore my mind was free from reproach; for 1 had
pursued the course of duty, which I conceived was allotted me
by my maker, and done every thing in my power to benefit my
fellow creatures. These reflections supported me in my trou-
bles and persecutions, and was perfectly resigned to my fate,
About this time a lawyer came into the prison and read to me
the indictment, which was in the common form, that I with
malice aforethought, not having the fear of God before my eyes
but moved by the instigation of the devil, did kill and murder
the said Lovett, with lobelia, a deadly poison, &c.; but feeling
so perfectly innocent of the charges, which the bill alleged
against me, it had very little effect upon my feelings; knowing
them to be false and that they had been brought against me by
my enemies, without any provocation on my part.

In the morning of the day that was appomted for me to be
removed to Salem for trial, I was taken out of my loathsome
eell by the jailor, who gave me water to wash myself with, and
1 was premitted to take my breakfast by a fire, which was the
first time I had seen any for thirty days, and could not bear to
sit near it in consequence of its causing me to feel faint. As
soon as I had eat my breakfast the iron shackles were bronght
and put on my hands, which I was obliged to wear till I got to
Salem. The weather wes very cold and the going bad; we
stopped but once on the way, the distance being about twenty
six miles. On our arrival I was delivered over fo the care of
the keeper of the prison in Salem and was confined in a room
‘in the second story, which was more comfortable than the one I
had left. I was soon informed that Judge Parsons, was sick;
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and had put off my trial for ten days; so I had to reconcile my-
self to the idea of being confined ten days more without fire.
However I was not without friends; Elder Bowles and Capt.
Russell came to see me the first night, and Mrs. Russell sent
Jier servant twice every day with warm coffee, and other things
for my comfort, for which I have always been grateful; and
Mrs. Perkins whom I had cured of a dropsy, sent for my clothes
to wash against the day of my trial.

Many of my friends came to Salem to attend my trial; some
as witnesses and other to afford me any assistance in their
power. A few daysbefore my trial Judge Rice, and Mr. Bart-
lett, whom I had employed as my lawyer, held a consultation
with me, as to the arrangements necessary to be made; when it
was decided that it would be best to have other counsel; and
M. Story was agreed upon, who engaged in my cause. I had
also engiged Mr. Bannister of Newburyport, to assist in the
trial: but he was of no benefit to me, and afterwards sued me
for fifty dollirs at fifty miles distance, to put me to great ex-
pernse. In order to be prepared for the trial, my counsel held a
consultation together and ex:imined the principal witnesses in
the defence. Mr. Bowles, Judge Rice,and several others, gave
great satisfiction as to the value and uscfulness of the medicine,
and the variety of cures that had been performed with it within
their knowledge. Dr. Fuller of Milford, N. H. was present and
made many statements in my favor as to the value of the me-
dicine and advised to have Dr. Cutler of Hamilton, summored,
which was done. Every thing was done by my friends that was
in their power to assist me and give me a chance for a fair triel,
for which I shall always feel very grateful.

On the 20th day of December, 1809, the Supreme Court
convened to hear my trial, at which Judge Parsons presided,
with Judges Sewell and Parker, assistant Judges. The case
was called about ten o’clock in the morning, and the chief jus-
tice ordered me to be brought ftom the prison and arraigned at
the bar for trial. I was waited on by two constables, one on
my right and the other on my left, in which situation I was
brought from the jail to the court-house and placed in the bar..
The court-house was so crowded with the people, that it was
with much difficulty we could get in. After I was placed in
the criminal seat, a chair was handed me and I sat down to wait
for further orders. Here I was the object for this great con-
course of people to look at; some with pity, others with scorn.
In a few minutes I was directed to rise and hold up_my right
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hand, to hear the indictment read, whxch the grand Jury had
upon their oaths presented against me. It was in common
fori, stating that [ had with “malice aforethought, murdered
Ezra Lovett, with lobelia, a deadly poison. T was then directed
by the court to plead to the indictment, guilty or not guilty—I
plead not guilty, and the usual forms in such cases were passed
through, the jury celled and sworn, and the trial commenced.

The solicitor general arose and cpened the case on the part
of the commanwealth, and made many hard statements against
me, which he said he was about to prove; he stated that I had
atsundry times killed my patients with the same poison. The
first witness called to the stand on the part of the government,
was Mr, Lovett, the father of the young man that I wus accused
of killing. He made a tolerable fiir statement of the affairin
_general, particularly of. coming after me several times before I
could: attend; though I think he exaggerated many thing
against me, and told over severalfictitious and ridiculous na mes,
which people had given my medicine, by way of ridicule, such
as bull-dog, ram-cat, screw-augur, and belly-my-grizzle; all
which had a tendency to prejudice the court and jury - agsinst
me; and I also thought that he omitted so tell many things in
my favor, that must have been within his knowledge; but there
was nothing in his evidence th:t in the least criminated me, or
supported the charges in the indictment.

The next witness called was Dr. How, to prove that I had
administered the poison alleged in the indictment. He stated
that I gav: the poison to the siid Lovett, and produced sam-
ple of it, which he said was the root of lobelin. The judge
asked him if he was! positive that it wis lobelia—he said he
was and that T called it eoffee. The sample wis handed ronnd
for the court to examine and they all appeared to be afraid of
it and after they had all satisfied their curiosity, Judge Riee
took it in his hand and eat it, which very much surprised them.
The solicitor general asked him if he meant to poison himself
in presence of the court. He said it would not hurt him to eat
a peck of it, which seemed to strike the court with astonish-
meat. Dr. Howe was then called at my request, for cross ex-
amination, and Mr. Story asked him fo describe lobelin, how it
looked when growing, as he had sworn to it by the taste and
smell. This scemed to put him fo » stand, and after being
speechless for several minutes, he said he had not seen any so
long he should not know it if he should see it at this fime,
'This so completely contradicted and did away all that he had
before stated, that he went off the stand quite cast down.

-
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Dr. Cutler was called on to inform the court what the medi-
cine was that Dr. Howe had declared so positively ‘o be lobelia,
and after examining it, he said that it appeared to him to be
marsh-rosemary, (which was the fict.) So far, all they had
proved against me was that I had given the young man some
marsh-rosemary, which Dr. Cutler had declaied to be agood me-
dieine. - :

Some young women were brought forward as witnesses, whom
I had no knowledge of ever seeing before. 'They made same
of the most absurd and ridiculous statements about the medi-
cine, that they stid I gave 1he young man that were probably
ever made in a court of justice before—some of which were
too indecent to be here repeated. One of them said that I
cowded my puke down his throat and he cried murder till he
died. This was well known to be a falsehood, and: that the
storv was wholly made up by my enemies, as well as what had
been before stated by those women, for the purpose of tryirg to
make outsomething against me. I had two unimpeachable wit-
nesses 1 court ready to swear that I never saw the young man
for more than fourteen hours hefore he died, during all which
time he was in the care of Dr. Howe;but by not having an op-
portunity to make my defence, in ¢onsequence of the govern-
ment not making out their case against me, could not bring
them forward. ,

John Lemon was the next witness brought forward on the
part of the commonwealth, and was directed to stete what he
knew about the prisoner at the bar. . He stated that he had
been out of health for two years, being much troubled with a
pain in his breast, and was sobad that he wys unable to work;
that he could get no help from the doctors; that he applied to
me and [ had cured him in one week; and that was all he knew
about the prisoner, at thebar. By this fime Judge Parsons ap-
peared to be out of patience, and said he wondered what they
had for a grand jury, to find a bill on such evidence. The so-
licitor general said he had more evidence which he wished to
bring forward.

Dr. French was called, and as he had been the most busy
actor in the whole business of gotting me indicted, and had
been the principal canse, by his own evidence, (as I was in-
formed,) of th grand jury finding a hill agrinst me, it was ex-
peeted that his evidence now would be sufficient to condemn
me at once; but 1t turued out llke the rest to ‘mount to nothing.
He was asked if he knew the prisoner at the ber; he said he
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did. e was then directed to state what he knew about ki,
He said the prisoner had practiced in the part of the country
where he lived with good success; and his medicine was harm-
less, being gathered by the children for the use of the families.
The judge was about to charge the jury, when the solicitor
general arose and seid, that if it was not proved to be wmurder
it might be found for manslaughter. The judge said, you have
nothing against the man, and again repeated that he wondered
what they had for a grand jury. The charge was given to the
jury, when they retired for abeut five minutes and returned into
court and gave in their verdict of not guilty.

I was then honorably acquitted, without having had an op-
portunity to have wiinesses examined, by whem I expected
to have proved the usefulness and importance of my discovery-
before a Lirge assembly of people, by the testimony of about
twenty-five creditable men, who were present at the trial; be-
sides coutradicting all the evidence produced zgainst me. Af-
ter the trial was over I was invited to the Sun tavern to supper,
where we enjoyed ourselves for the evening. When we sat
down to the table, several doctors Leing present, who were so of
fended at my being acquitted, that they left the table, which
ro:de me think of what the scripture s:ys, that ‘‘ihe wicked
flee when no man pursue’h, butthennghteous are boldas a lion.”

During the evening I consulted with my friends upcon the
subject of prosecuting Dr, French and making hrm pay dima-
ges for his abuse to me when « prisoner at his house, in saying
that I had murdered fifty and he couid prove it; and after hav-
ing had a fair chance and having failed to prove one, it wes
thought to be a fuvorable opportunity to muke him pay scme-
thing for his conduct towards me, in causing me so much suf-
fering, and for the tiouble he had m2de me and my friends. A
prosecution was agreed upon, and to bring the action in the
county of York, Judge Rice zgreed to be my bail, and like-
wise he undertook to pay my lawyers and witnesses for the
above trial, and paid Mr. Bartlett foriy dollars that night.  Mr.
Story was paid twenty dellars by 2 contnibution of my friends
in Salem. Istaid at Mrs, Russell’s that night; T had but little
sleep, for my mind was so much agitated, when I came to con-
sider what I had gone through, and the risk I had run in escap-
ing the snares of my enemies; with the enxiety of my family
till thev got the news of my acquital, that sleep fled from my
eyelids, and I was more confused than when in prison,
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The next day I'went to Salisbury, and stopped with Mr. Os-
good, where I was first arrested. Mrs. Osgood and a young
woman who had been employed by me as a nurse, assisted to
clean my clothes, and clear me of some tronblesome com-
panions I had brought with me from the prison; and when I
had paid a visit to all my old frinds, who were very glad to see
me, [ went to Portsmouth, to recover my he:lth, which was
very much impaired, by being confined forty days in those
filthy and cold prisons, in the coldest part of a remarkable cold
winter. My friends attended upon me and carried me through
a regular course of medicine; but the first operation of it had
ltttle effect, in consequence of my blood being so much chilled,
and it was a long time before I could raise a perspiration that
would hold. T an confident that 1 should not have lived
through the winter in prison, and believe that this was their
plan; for which reason they managed to have we indicted for
murder; knowing in that case there could be no bail taken,and
there would be no court at which I could be tried, for nearly a
year, I'should huve tolay in prison that time, and that I should
probably die there, or in any case they would get rid of me for
one year at least, whether there was any thing proved against
meor not; and that in that time the doctors and their dupes
would he enabled to run down the credit of my medicine and
put my practice into disrepute among the people; but I have
been -ble by good fortune and the kind assistance of my friends
to defent their ptans. Most of those that have been instru-
mental in trying to destroy me and my practice, have had scme
judgment bef:ll them as a reward for their unjust persecutions
and mlicious condnct towirds me. [ was credibly informed
that Deacon Pecker, one of the grand Jury that found a bill
ag-instme, went with Dr. Freuch, to huni up evidence to come
before himself, in order to have me indieted. A short timeaf-
ter T was put in prison, he had » stroke of  the palsy, and has
remained ever since, one half of his body aud hmbs useless.
Dr French, one year after I was acquitied, was brought to the
game bar in which T was placed, and convicted for robbing a
grave yard of a dead body, which it was reported he sold for
gixty dollars, He lost all his credit, and was obliged to quit his
country, !

“In themonth of January, of 1810, I returned home fo my fam-
ily,and staid 1ill Thad insome measnre recovered iy loss of health
by imprisonment. In ‘Miurch T returned to Poricirovth, «nd
afier taking the advice of my friends, made arrangements for
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my prosecuting Dr. French, The prosecution was commenced

\d he was summoned before the court of Common I'leas,in
the county of York. Judge Rice undertook ihe principal man-
agement of the business, and becime my buil - The action was
called end carried to the Supreme Court by demurrer, which
was o sit ai Alfred,in October. 1 attended with my witnesses,
and expected to have gone to trial; and after waiting several
days to know what the defence was poing to be, the counsel for
the defendant made their plea of jusufication. | found that
their plun was to prove that I had murdered sundry jersons
whom I had attended, and by that mesns to make it out that
any one had aright to cull me a murderer; and that for this
puipuse, L. k'rench had been to ‘every place where I hid prac-
ticed, collecung every cuse of the deuth of any thatl had
attended an tus part of, the country, ind had made out eight
casesy all of wjuco have been before mentioned in thus narrative,
most of whem had been given over by the doctors as past cure,
and the olliers known o be desperate cases. He had obtained
the depositions ol «il that were prejudiced against me, and had
coliecied a mess of evidence to support his defence.  Atier find-
ing what iheir plan was,it wus thonght necess:ry for me to go to
ali the places where they had been, and get evidenceto contrudict
these highly colored and éxaggerated statemerts, und was under
the necessity of requesunga delay of the tricl for one week,which
was granted Iproceeded immediurely and tock the depositions of
those who wei€ knowing 1o the facts; but found that these were
not suflicient and went again to Leerfield and surmmmoned two
men to appear at court and give their verbal tesiimony. When
1 had got ready to come to trial, the defendant was not rcudy
and got it put o to the next term which would be holden at
Yoik the next year. In ihe spring, before the sitiing of the
court, [ went to the clerk’s office to find what the depositions
were that were filed < geinst ine; and the whcle appeared ic be
a series of exaggerated stiiements, made by those who were
governed by tbeir prejadices, without having but very little, if
any knowledge of the facts, more than what they obiained by
hearsay. This cansed ine to redouble my diligence and vet
witiesses to appear on tae stand to contradict their testimony,
on each case fthey had alleged against me,

On the day appointed for the trial, every thing was prepared
on my part, to havea fuii liearing.  Judoe Persons wes on the
bench, and sceiced, ¢s I thonuht, to be determined 1o have the
case go agamst me; for he appeared to know every thing that

Rk
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was to be in the defence before hand. I made out my case by
proving the words uttered by the defendant, which were in my
declaration. - They then proceeded in the defence, to make out
the eight cases of murder, which were alleged against me.-
The first was a case of a man by the name of Hubbard, of
Elliot, w ho had been dead above two years, the particulars of
which I have before stated. The witnesses brought to support
this case, told a very lamentable and highly colored story; and
I ®rought on to the stand, a very respectable witness, who com-
pletely contradicted the whole statement.

The next cases brought up were the three children of Mr.
Fulsom, of Deerfield, the particulars of which have been hefore
related. A number of depositions were read, which the de%
fendant had obtained of those thathad been my enemies, and
who knew nothing of the matter more than hearsay reporis
among themselves. They givea very highly colored »ccount
of my trestment of the children; so much so, thatit would
appear by thew stories, that T had taken them in health and had
ronsted them to death; never saying a word about the fifteen
that [ cured, some of which had been given over by the doctors.
To rebut the evidence that was produced to prove that I had
killed those children, I bronght on the stand, two respectable
witnesses, who were knowing to all the circnmstances, being
present at the time of my attending the family. . They gave a
correct and particular account of all the circumstances as they"
took place—of the situation of the family when I first saw them,
and the violence of the disorder—how the doctors h-d lost all
theirpatients that had been attacked with the disorder before I
came—with the number that 1 had cured by my mode of practice;
and that the doctors afterwards adopted my plan, and saved the
lives of a number by it, The Judge interrupted them and read
some of the depositions over again; but these witnesses stated
that they were not true, and went on to give:some of the par-
ticulars of the oppositon I met with in my practice from those
very persons whose depositions had been read, when the Jndge
seemed to put out, and attempted to stop them, saymg that they
had said enough. They said that having been sworn to tell the
whole truth, they felt it their dutv to do so.

They next brought on the case of a woman who had died at -
Beverly, that I had 1ttended, and with it the case of Ezra T ovett,
whom I had been tried for murdering. 1 was very glad to have
this case hrought up again, as T wished to hive an opportuntty
4o prove all the facts relating to it, which I had been prevented

H
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from doing on my tricl, in consequence of being ecquitted with-
out mnaking any defence. The evidence brought forward to
£ 'support this case, were the depositions of those who had testified
/ agsinst meon my trial at Sulem; they were pretty near the
", same as then given. After those depusitions were read, I had
&, called on to the stand Elder Williams and Mr. Raymond, who

o gave all the particularsiof my attending upon the young man,
- ‘as has been before related, which completely contradicted ull the
, . depositiops they bad read in the'case.. . The Judge interrupted

these witnesses and read the depositions of the gul, who stated
that l&)w,&ﬂed,gy pukes down the patient’s throat and he cried

murder till he died. They both positively testified, that there
“"was not a word of it true; for when he died, and for twelve
; 1ours before he was under the care of Dr. Howe, during which
% time, I did.not seehim. Asto the woman in Beverly,” whom
. they tried to make out that Ihad myrdered, it was proved by these
witnesses, that she wasin a dying condition when I first saw her,
and that] so stated it as ‘my opinion at the time, aud that my
> medicine would not help her. :

The next case was that of Mrs, Lifford, who died at Salis-
bury, the particnlars of 'which have been . hefore givep. -The
» evidence brought to prove this case of murder was the deposition

of the woman who nursed her; and by whose neglect the patient
took cold, after the medicine had a favorable operation, and
appearances were much 1n her favor; in consequence of which
she had a relapse, and I could not produce any effect npon” hex
by the medicineafterwards, - This wemancopfessed atthe time,
that she was the only oue to blame, and that-no fanlt.onght 1o
be attached to.me; but she afterwards was influenced by Dr.
French, fo turn against me, and made threats fhat she wonld
swear to any thing to injure me. 'Afier her deposition was
read, I brought a witness on the stand, who completely contra-
dicted every thing contained .in it; but the judge rcad her
dsposition to the jury, and directed them to pay attention to
that in preference to the witnesses en thestand,

The eighth and last case was that of the son of Thomag
Neal ef Portsmouth, who' very violently attacked, and was
attended by Dr. Cutler. was called on ¢t night to attend
irn, and thonght there was a possibility of helping. him; ‘but
the man whom he lived with wonld not copsent that I ghould
do any thing for him, and [ went away, after telling them that

‘he wonld ke either worse oy hetter hefore morning, and if he

wag worse he would dig, I was called to visit him in the
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morning, and was informed that he was worse, and that his
master had consented to have me attend upon him, T told his
father it was undoubtedly too late; but he insisted upon it so
inuch, I attended, and told them the chance was very small for
doing him any good, as I counsidered it a desperate case. After
being very hardly urged by his friends, I gave him some medi-

cine, but it had no effect, and about sundown he died. The:

doctor who attended him was brought forward to prove that I
murdered the patient.” 1f T recollect rightly, he swore that the
patient Liud the dropsy in the brain, and that the ‘disorder had
tarned and he was in a fair way to recover; bmt I came and
gave him my poison pukes and killed him. I brought forward
evidence who swere to the facts as I lLave above related them,
and that the doctor would give ny encouragement of helping
the patient. The father of the young man gave his evidence,
and stated that his' son was in a dying situation when I gave
him medicine; but the judge interrupted him, and asked if he
wis a doctor, to which he answered no. [Ie then said the
doctor has stated that his disorder had turnied and he was get-
ting better—are you going to contradict the doctor—und thus
managed to do away his testimony. '

I have thus given a brief sketch - of the evidence in the eight
cases, which were attempted to be proved «is inurder, in order
to make out justification on the part of the defendant, with my
defence to the same, in as correct a manner as I am a‘))e from
memory; and am confident' that cvery circumstance as I have
related it, can be substantially proved by living witnesses. After
the evidence was gone through, the lawyers. on Loth sidés made
their pleas, miking the case on my part as good and as bad as
they could. The judge then gave his charge to the jury, which
was con sidered by those who heard it to be the most prejudiced
and partial one that had been ever heard hefore. He msade use
of every menns to raise the passions of the jury and turn them
against me; stating that the defendant was completely justified
in calling me a murderer, for if T w:s not {ruiltv of wiiful mur-
der, 1t was barbarous, ignotant ml;!der and he even abused my
liwyers for taking up for'me, su.)n\fth t tbc_\ ought to be paid
in serew augers and bull dogs. The people that were present
ware very much diszusted at his conduct, and they expressed
themselves very freely upon the subject; it was Shid by some
that our courts instead of being conrts of justice, had hecome
courts of prejudice. One man said he hoped judge Parsons
would never hive another opportuaity to s=t on a cause; which
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prediction turned out true, for he soon after had a stroke of thé
palsy, and as I am informed died before the next court met,—
"The jury brought in their verdict of justification on the part of
the defendant, and threw the whole costs on me, which
amounted to about two thousand dollars.

When I found how the case was going to turn, I went to
Portsmouth, and soon after madé arrangements to pay the costs.
Judge Rice was my bail and undertook to pay all the bills that
I had not paid at the time. On my settlement with him I owed
bim six hundred dollars for money that he had advanced on my
account; for which I had no way to secure him, but by giving
him a mortgage of my farm; which I did, and it was put on
record, and never known to any of my friends till I paid it up.
He charged nothing for all his time and trouble, through the
whole of my persecutions and trials, for which and for his kind-
ness and friendship on all occasions, I shall ever consider
myself under the greatest obligations.

Sometime in the spring of the year previous to this trial at
York, a young man came to me at Portsmouth, by the name of
Alfred Carpenter, from the town where my family lived; he was
recommended to me by his neighbors, as being lame and poor,
and wanted my assistance. I tcok him out of pity and instructea
him in my mode of practice, ander the expectation that it would
be a benefit tohim and thereby he would be able to assxst me
in attending the sick.

About the first of June, 1811, T received a letter from East-
port, where I had been the fall before and shown some of my
mode of practice. Some of the people in that place were so
well satisfied with it, that seven men had subscribed their names
to the letter, requesting me to come there and practice in the
fevers, which prevailed in those parts. T left the care of my
Lusiness at Portsmouth with Mr. Carpenter, my apprentice, and
immediately took passage for Eastport, where I arrived about
the middle of June, 1 was very gladly received by those who
had wrote to me, and those with whom [ had become acquainted
when there befere. I agreed to practice under the protectiors
of those who had sent for ﬁ until I had convinced them of its
utility, to which they consented, and promised me all the assist-
ance in their power. I was soon called on to practice, and
had all the most desperate cases that could be found, in all of
which I met with very great success. There was, I think at
that time, five practising doctors on the Island, among whom
my success in curing the sick caused great alarm; and I soon
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experienced the same determined opposition from them, witk
all the arts and plans to destroy me and my practice, that I had
experienced from the same class of men in other places. [u
order to show some of their conduct towards me, I shall relate
the particulars of some of the cases I attended; but most of
the numercr s cases which T had under my care, were so nearly
similar to those that havé been already given, and my.mede of
treating them being about the same, that it will be unnecessary
to repeat them, (

I was sent for to visit a Mrs. Lovett, who was the daughter of
Mr. Delisdernier, at whose house I attended her. She had the
dropsy and had been under the care of one of the doctors, till
lie had given her over as incarable. I went to see her in com-
pany with the doctor; but we could not agree as to the cause
and remedy. I asked him several questions concerning the
power of the elements, and the eflect of heat on the human
system. - He answered that the elements has nothikig to do with
the case. After giving him my ideas on the subject which all
appeared new to him, I told him that the contending powers in
this case was between the fire and water; and if T could get
heat enough in the body to make the water volatile, it could not
stay i the body. He said that any thing warm would not
answer for her. [ then asked him how he thought the hottest
medicine would do. He said that it would produce immediate
deith. I then told him thatif I did any thing for her, I should
administer the hottest medicine I could give. ' Finding there
would be a disadvantage on my part in doing any thing for her,
as the doctor and I could not agree, I left the house. I was
followed by the father and mother and the doctor, who all in-
sisted on my returning; but I told them that notwithstanding
the doctor had given her over, if I was to attend her and she
should die, they would say that I killed her. They promised
that let the consequences be what they might, no blame should
be alleged against me. Upon which I agreed that I would stop
on condition that two of my friends should be present as wit-
nesses to what was said, and see the first process of the medi-
cine, which was agreed to, and they were sent for, and heard
the statements of the ddctor and family. . A Captain Mitehell
from New York, was also present, and heard the eonversation
between me and the doctor; and being pleased with the prin-
ciples that I laid down, which excited his curiosity so much
that he expressed a wish to be present and see the operation of
the medicine, and staid accorcllingly.

: i 2.
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The doctor pretended to be going away till after I had given
the first medicine, and appeared to be very busy going out aud
coming in, and had much conversation with Mis, Loveit, the
husband’s mother, who was the nurse. After the first medicine
had done, which operated very favorably, gave directions what
to do, and particularly to keep the patient in perspirition during
the night, and left medicine for the purpose; we then went
home.  In the morning I called to see her and to my surpiise
found her sittmg with the window up, and exposed to the air as
much as possible; on examination I found that no medicine
had been used. On inquiry I found that the doctor had been
in frequently to see her; and on asking why they had not fol-
lowed my directions, the nurse appeared very cross, and suid she
would not take any of my medicine. = Itold them that they had
not killed her, but I did not thank them for their good will any
more than if they had deneit. I wus about leaving the house,
as I found my directions would not be attended to by the nurse;
but Captain Mitchell was very urgent for me to continue. I
told lum that if he would attend upon her and see the medicine
given and every thing done according to my directions, I would
continue, to which he agreed. I left the patient in his care and
he attended her faithfully through the day; at night I visited
her and found the swelling began to abate. He continued his
eare of her, and in three days she was able to go up and down
stairs, and inl one week she was well. By the influence of the
doctor, the woman and the husband all turned against ine, and I
never received any thing for my trouble but their abuse and
slander. The woman’s fathér and Captain Mitchell, however,
gave me all credit for the cure, and they both purchased a right.

About a year after at a private assembly of women, this Mrs.
Lovett, the mother-in-law of the sick woman, gave an account
of the whole transaction, and stated that there was a private
interview between her and the doctor, and it was agreed to go
contrary to my directions, and the doctor said she would die in
the course of the nigh; and that he should take me up for
murder, and that she must be an evidence, This appeared to
be almost incredible, that they should be so void of all human
feelings, us to be willing to have the woman die, in order to
have the opportunity to take me up for murder; bat two women
who were present when she told the story, gave their deposition
proying the facts as above stated.

I continued my practice on this island, at Lubeck, and on
the main, paying my most particular attention to those who sent
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for me, and wanted information. T practised under their inspec-
tion about five weeks, and then told them that I had dong enough
for a trial, to prove the use of my medicine, and should do no
more till T knew whether a society could be formed. They
expressed their entire satisfaction, and wished to have a society
formed; a meeting was called for that purpose, and sixteen
signed the articles at the first meeting. After this a meeting
was held every week, at which a lecture was given for the pur-
pose of giving information, and for the admission of members;
and eight eich week was added during the summer. = In the fall
I went back to Portsmouth to attend to my business there, and
see fo the society which had beea formed in that place.

After staying in Portsmouth a few weeks to give information
to the people; and procuring a stock of medicine, I made ar-
rangemen's to return to Eastport; and sometime in the month
of October, I'set sail for that place taking with me my appren-
tice and Stephen Sewell. On my arrival I introduced Mr. Car-
penter as my apprentice, and got Mr. Sewell into a school 2s an
assistant; in which he had fifteen dollars a month, and all his
leisure time he attended to gain information of the practice.
I took a sm1ll shop and put into it a good assortment of med:-
cine, and attended to practice till I had got Mr. Carpenter in-
troduced among the people.

While practising here, I frequently heard of the abuse and
scandaltowards me and my practice, from Mrs, Lovett, the old
woman before mentioned, as the nurse of her son’s wife, whom
I cured of the dropsy. This old woman was a singular charac-
ter; and was called a witch by the people; T have no faith in
these kind of things, yet her conduct; and certain citcumstan-
ces, that took place, were very extraordinary, and puzzled and
astonished me more than any thing I had ever met with; and
which T have never been able to account for to this day, Mr.
Carpenter was attending a man, where this wotsan often visited,
who had the consumption, and his child, which was sick and
had fits. He came to me and said that the medicine he gave
would not have its usual effect; that the emetic instead of caus-
ing them to vomit would make them choak and almost strangle,
I attended them myself, and on giving the medicine it would
operate on the man, aud not on the child, =t one time, and the
next time on the child and not on him. Sometimes the child
would lay in fits for a whole night, and nothing would have any
effect upon it, in the morning it would come out of them and
appear to be quite bright and lively. [had never known the
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medicine to fail of producing some effect before, where the pa-
tient was not so far goneas not to have life enough left to build
upon.- I can give no reason for this strange circumstace, sat-
isfactory to myself, or which would be thought reasonable by the
readers. The old woman, before mentioned, was frequently in
and out of the house where the man and child were, and seem-
ed to be very much interested about them; when she was gone
the child would ‘frequently go into violent fits, and when I
steamed it, it was said the old woman would be in great dis-
tress. It caused much conversation among the neighbors; they
believed it to be the power of witcheraft; and that the cld wo-
man had a control over the destinies of the man and child and
was determined to destroy them in order to get her revenge on
me. I have no belief in these things; but must confess that
her strange conduct, and the extraordinary circumstance at-
tending the whole affair, baffled me more: than any thing I had
ever met with before. I was unable to do any thing for these
two patients, except sometimes by a temporary relicf; they con-
tinued to grow worse, and finding it not in my power to do
them any good, left them and they both soon after died.
Whether the extraordinary circumstances attending the two
cases above stated, were caused by a stratagem of the doctors,
+in which the old womau was made their agent, to injure ine by
caysing in some way or other poisonous medicines to be admin-
istered to them, in order to prevent my medicines from having
any salutary effect, iswhat 1 do not feel disposed to assert as a
fact; but the many cases in which Thave been certain that such
things have been done by the faculty, and their enmity and
uniform opposition to my practice, both at this place and else-
where, as well as the confession made by the old woman, would
tend strongly to confirm such a belief. T could mention a great
number of facts in addition to what I havessaid in regard to
this affair, if necessary, which appeared very extrzordinary to
me and all who witnessed them; but think that enough has
been said on the subject, and shall leave it to the public to de-
cide between us, There were five doctors at Eastport when [
went there, who had a plenty of business; but my success was
so great and the people became so well satisfied of the superi-
ority of my system of practice over theirs, that they were soon
relieved from most of their labors; and in a short time after,
three of them had to leave the place for want of employment.
I made arrangements to go back to Portsmouth to spend the
winter, and to leave Mr. Carpenter with the care of my busi-
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ness and practice at Eastport, under the protection of John
Burgin, Esq. a man who has been particularly friendly to me on
all occasions. I told him if he would be faithful in my busi-
ness and in selling medicine, that he should have half the pro-
fits after the money was collected; and in December I took pas-
sage for Portsmouth, We had a long and tedious passage of
eighteen days; the vessel took fire and our lives exposed;
but we were fortunate enough to extinguish it without much
dumage. I stopped in Porsmouth and practised some time,
then went to see my family, where I remained the rest of the
winter, in whch time I was employed in collecting and prepar-
ing medicine. I returned to Portsmuth in the spring of 1812,
and after making the necessary arrangement, 1 set sail for East-
port, where I arrived about the first of May. Imade a settle-
ment with Mr. Burgin, and paid him sixty-three dollars for the
board of Mr. Carpenter, and for shop rent. Then furnished the
shop with a complete stock of medicine, to which I added cor-
dials and spirits, thewhole of which amounted to about twelve
hundred dollars. There was a great call for medicine this
spring, and also for practice.

After arranging my business, I coneluded to return to Portss
mouth; a short time before I came away, a Mr. Whitney came
to me for assistance, and purchased a right.  About the same
time a Mr. McFadden applied also for assistance, who had the
consumption. Ileft them both under the care of Mr. Carpen-
ter, and immediately sailed for Portsmouth, where I arrived in
safety. Soon after my arrival there, I found that there was go-
ing to be a war with Great Britain; in consequence of which I
returned immediately back to Eastport to settle my affairs in
that place. 1In ashort time after my arrival there, the declara-
tion of war came on, and I made the best arrangements of my
business I could, leaving Mr. Carpenter with directions, if there
should any thing happen in consequence of the war, so as to be
necessary for him to leave the island, to come to Portsmouth.
Before leaving the place, I called on him for some money, and
all he could pay me was sixty-four dollars, which was but one
dollar.more than I had paid for his board and shop rent. "T'he
people were in such confusion it was impossible to geta settle-
ment with any one. I left Mr. Whitney and Mr. McIFadden in
his care and left the island about the middle of June, and ar-
rived in Portsmouthin forty-eight hours, where I remained the
greater part of the summer; diring which time 1 had constant
practice, and formed some regulations for the society, which wats
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established there, for the ‘purpose of greater fac.ht) in connmy-

m("mngmfotm.mon of my system of]nacm,(‘ to the people who
wished my assistance. In the fall of this year ] published my
pamphlet of directions, as many were uigent that I should not
leave tle plice destitute of the knowledge of my practice wnd
medieine. Many persons who had been the most urgent for
me to give them information, now became the most backward,
and complained that the restrictions were too hard with regard
to their giving the information to others; some of whom had
never done the least to support the practice”or me. When
any of them were sick they \were ready enough to call on me
for assistance; and if I relieved them quick, they thought it
worth nothing, and they run out against my practice, saying I
deserved no pay. This sort of treatmnent I'have met with from
a certain class'of people in all places where I have practiced —
I was treated with much attention when they were in danger
from sickness; but when I'had cured them ] was thought no
more of. This kind of ingratitude I have experienced a pretty
large share of during my practice.

In the month of Octoher, having got my business armnged
and a stock of medicing®prepared, Lreturned to Bastport. On
my arrival there I went to my shop, and found that M. Car-
penter had gone home, and Mr. McFadden and a Mr. Harvey
left very sick, and only a boy to take care of them and the shop,
Mr. McFadden was very low with a consamption, and' unable

“to lay down. I found there was noregulation of the business
in the shop, and the property I Lad, chiefly goge. * T was obliged
to pay every attention to the sick men that had been left in this
manner without assistance; Iattended Mr. Farvey, and got
him well enongh to go home in a few days; and Mr. McFad-
den was 8o put to it for breath and was 50 dlslressed that T had
to be with him night and day for six weeks and ‘three days,
when'Mr. Carpenter returned. Previous to this I found that
Me. MeT'2dden had put his fom into the hands of Mr. Car-

enter as security for his attending him in his sickness; and as
re had no relations the  rem: vinder to go to him and me, On
enquury ino the businees, I found that he had taken a deed in
his own name, and thatall the bills and ‘accounts for his pra('-
ticeand medicine in my absence were in his own name.: 1
asked him for a settlement and he refused; T then -aske Ilim
what he meant by his conduct; he sail he owed me'n o,
and bid me defiance, saying if I chose 1 might teke *He %rs of
thelaw. I could not conceive what he meant by treating me
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in this manner, till afler making further enquiry, 1 found that
he had formed a connection in a family—that he had been ad-
vised totake the course he did, and as ['had no receipt for the
property, or any written agreement to support sy claim, he could
do with meas he pleased, and keep every thing for his own bene-
fit, * The night after he returned, and before Ihad any know-
ledge of his intentions, he had robhed the shop of all the ac-
counts, notes, bills, and all other demands, so that I knew no
more about the business than a stranger. :

I frequently tried to get a settlement with Clarpenter; but he
said he had none to make with me. Mr, McFadden died shortly
after and Carpenter came forward and claimed all his property,
saying that it was all willed to him. I asked him why it should
be willed to him,when { had borne the expence and done the prin-
cipal part of the labor in taking care of him in his sickiness,
He suid I must look to him for my pay. I told him that it was
very singular that my apprentice had become my master in one
year; but he 'denied he was my, apprentice, and said that he
was a partner; but I had said in order to encourage him
to be faithful 'and do well by me, he should have half the
profits of ithe practice, and that I hadigo’idea of his having
the whole of my property, because I made him this promise,
AlLI could say I found would. have no eftect, for the more I
tried to reason with him, the more obstinate and 1mpudent he*
was. Ile even wert so far as to say that the shop and all that
was in it was his, and that I had nothing to do withit; he ealled *
a witness and forbid my having any concern in the shop. JIfonnd’
there was no other way for.me, but to turn him out and get rid
of bimin the best manner I-could; to eflect which 1 applied
to the owner ofthe shop and got a writing to provemy clainto
the possession and immediately took measures to get rid of him.
e made all the opposition, and gave me all thetroublede could;

&

he went mto the shop while I was absent, and ‘began to throw « -

the property out into the street; but Isoen, put a 'stop to his
career, and secured the preperty from his reach. He still held ¢
all.my beoks and aceonnts, which put my business into such
confusion that I was unable to collect any of the demands that
were due; and'the pnly remedy I had was to advertise him as my
apprentice and forbid'all persons having any: dealings with him
on mv account, or settling with him. My loss by the dishunest
conduet of this inan was very considerable, besides ihe mjury
to my feelings from his base ingratitude to me; for Thad faken
him fiom a state of poverty end distress; supported ~him for a
x ¥

L]
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long time when he ‘wus very little benefit to me; and had in-
structed him in my system of practice and given him all the
information in my power; had introduced him into practice,
and given him every encouragement to enable him not only to
assist me in supporting my system of practice, but to benefit
himself; and after all this, for lum to turn against me and treat
me in the manner he did, was a deeper wound tomy feelings
than the loss of my property.

After having got clear of Carpentter, I hired a young man
whom I had cured and given information to, and put him into
the shop, and agreed to pay his board for one year, and then
returned to Portsmouth, As Carpenter had bid me deflance,
and shreatened to sell my rights and give informatiori to any one
who would buy of him and, likewise I found that there wus,
another plot got up to destroy me; a petition had been sent on
to the Legislature ‘o have a law passed against quackery, in
which I was named; and there can be no doubt but what the
whole object of' it was to stop my practice; [ was at a stand,
and put to much perplexity to know what course 1t was best to
steer. I found I had enemies onevery hind, and was in danger
of fulling by some of them. Every thing seemed to conspire
against me; but I had some friends who have never forsaken me;
my courage remained good, and my spirits were never depressed,
and it appered to me that the more troubles I had to encounter,
the more firmly I was fixed in my determination to persevere
unto the last.

When I had maturely considered the subject inall its bear-
ings, and exercised my best abilities in devising some plan by
which I could extricate myself from the dangers which threat-
ened me on every hand; and to prevent those rights, which
twenty years’ labor, with much suffering and great expense had
given me a just claim to, from being wrested from me—I finally
come to the conclusion that there was only one plen for me to
pursue with any chance of success; and that was to go on to
Washington and obtain a patent for my discoveries; and put
myself and medicine under the protection of the law of my
conntry, which would not only secure to me the exclusive right
to my system and medicine, but would put me above the reach
of the laws of any state.

After coming to the conclusion to go on to the seat of govern-
ment and apply for a patent, made all necessary preparation fcr
the journey, and started from Portsmouth on the 7th of Fehuary
#nd arrived at Washington on the 23d. The next dayafter my
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rrival [ waited on Captain Nicholas Gilman of Exeter, showed
im my credentials and asked his advice, what 1 must do to
“obtain my object.  He said that he thought it could not be
~ made explicit enough to combine the system and practice,
without being too long; he however advised me 1o carry my
petition to the patent office; which was then under the control
of Mr. Monroe, Secretary of State, [ went to the patent office
and found that Dr, Thornton w:s the Clerk, and presented him
my petition. He asked me mny questions, and then said I
must call again; I cilled again the next day, and he said the
petition was not right—that [ must specify the medicine, ard
what disorder it must be used in—he said that those medicines
in general terns to cure every thinz, wes quackery—that T mast
particul: ly designate the medicine, and state how it musi be
usa1, and in what digese. I then wiited oa Martin Ch tend -9,
late governor of Vermont, who was at Washington, and asied
his 7ssistance; he was from the same town where my father
lived, and readily consented.. We made out the specifications
in as correct a manner as we could; und the next duy I carried
them to the patent office, and gave them to Dr. Thornton; he
complained much about its being too short a system, and put
me off onde more. I appliéd again and asked him for my patent;
but he said I had not got the botanic names for the articles, and
referred me to Dr. Mitchell of New York, who was in the
House f Representatives. I applied to him, and requested
him to giveme the botanic names tg the articles mentioned in my
petition. He wrote them and I carried them to Dr. Thornton;
but he wasunable to reid some of the names cne in particuler,
he said [ must go again to Dr. Mitchell, and get him to_give it
in some other words, and not tell him that he could not read it.
I went and the doctor wrote the sume word again and then wrote
or “snap-dragon;? which I' carried 10 Dr. Thornton, and re-
quested him to putin the patest my names, and record it for
himself smap-dragon, or any ¢ her name he choose. He then
talked about sending me to Philadelphia, to Dr. Barton, to get
his nimes,

I found he was determined to give me all the trouble he could
and if possible to defeat my getting a pateny, and "1 intimated
that T should go with my compliint to Mr. Monroe, upon which
he seamed a little more disposed | to grant my request, and said
he would do- without Dr. Bacton’s n«mes. !e *hen went io
work to muke out the patent, «nd whgn he came .o.the article
ofLmyn'h,he’found mauch fauln*\f‘mm that, and sud-itywas good-

1 )
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for nothing. T told him that I paid for the patent and if it was
cood for nothing it was my loss. - Afier much trouble T.got it
made out according to my request, and the medicines to be used
in fevers, cholics, dysenteries and rheumatisms; he then asked
me if I wanted any additions, and I told him to add “the lhrep
first numbers may be used in any other case to promote perspi.
ration, or as an emetic,” which he did. lt_h,en had to go to
the treasury office and pay my money and bring him duplicate
receipts.  After ail this trouble I at length succeeded i obtiins
ing my patent -according to my request, which was completed
and delivered to me on the 3d day of March, 1813.

The next day after I had completed my business, was the
day of inauguration of the President of the United S'a es, and
I had the curiosity to stay and see the ceremonies on that occa-
sion. After the ceremon.es were over 1 went to the stage office
and found that the seats were all engaged fora fortnight; and
was obliged to stay till the 13th before I could get a passage.
I then took passage in the stage and came on to Philadelphia,
where I remained several days for the purpose of seemng Drs.
Rush and Barton, to confer with them upon the subject of intro-
ducing my system of prictice to the world. I spent considera-
ble time with Dr. Barton; but Dr. Rush wasso much enguged,
that T was unable to have but little conversation more than stat-
ing my business. He treated me with much politeness, and said
that whatever Dr. Barton agreed to he would give his consent,
so that my business was chiefly with the latter gentleman. 1
asked him many questions concerning my system and patent,
and requested his advice of the best mode of introducing it.
He advised me to make friends of some celebrated doctors and
let them try the medicine and give the public such recommenda-
tion of it as they should deem correct. I told him that I fesred
that if I should do so, they would take the discovery to them-
selves and deprive me of all cyedit or benefit from my labors;
and asked him if he thought that would not be the case. He
said itmight with some, but he thought there were some of the
profession honorable enough not to do it. I asked him if he
would make trizl of it himself, and give it such credit as_he
should find it to' deserve. He said that if T would frust it in
his hands, he should se pleased, and would do justice to me
and the cavse. ‘I accordingly left some of the medicine with
him, with directions how to use it; but before I received any
return from him he died; and Dr. Rush also died sometime pre-
vious; by which means I was deprived of the influence of these
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wo men, which I was confident would otherwise have been
xerted in my favor, ¢

During my interview with Dr. Barlon, we had much conver-

ation upon the subject of the medical skill, and he being quite
ociable and pleisant, I expressed myself very freely upon the
ashionable mode of practice, used by the physicians of the
resent day. - He aeknowledged there was no art or science so
ncualtivated as that of medicine. I stated to him pretty fully
ay opinion of the absurdity of bleeding to cure disease; and
ointed out its inconsistency, in as much as the same method
was made use of to cure a sick man as to kill a well beast. He
aughed and said it was strange logic enough.

While in the city of Philadelphia, [ examined into their mode
of treating the yellow fever; and found to my astonishment
that the treatment prescribed by Dr. Rush, was to bleed twice
a day for ten days. It appeared to me very extraordinary to
bleed twenty times to cure the most fatal disease ever known
and am confident that the sime manner of treatment would kill
one half of those in health, * This absurd practice being fol-
lowed by the more ignorant class of the faculty, merely because
it has been recommended in some particular cases by a great
man, has, I have not the least doubt, destroyed more lives than
has ever been killed by powder and ball, in this country, in the
same time, Those I met in the streets who had escaped the
fatal eflects of bleeding, mercury, and other poisons, carried
death in their countenance; and on conversing with them, they
said they bad never been well since they had the fever—that
they took so much mercury and epium, they were afraid that
they Were in a decline.

After remaining in Philadelphia about two weeks, I went in
the stage to New York, where [ obtained a passage in a coaster,
and arrived in Portsmouth on the 5th day of April. Immedi-
ately after my arrival at Portsmouth, I gave public notice in the
newspapers, of my having obtained a patent, and forbid all
persons trespassing upon it und:r the penalty of the law in
such cases provided; and preprred and published a handbill,
in which I gave a description of the nature of disense on the
constitution of man; and also the conditions of disposing of
the right of using my system of practice; and taking a number
of the handbills with me, sat out for Eastport, where I arrived
about the first of May. On my arrival the handbills were cir-
culated among the people, which caused considerable stir among
them, particularly with the doctors, who seemed surprised that
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1 had obtained a patent. I again called on Mr, Carpenter for a
settlement, but could not obtain one, for his friends advised
against it, telling him that he could'still pursue the practice in

spite of my patent, by calling the medicine by different names

I furnished my shop with a stock of medicine, »nd made an
agreement with Mr, Mowe, the young man that [ had employed
since Carpenter was dismissed, to continuerthe practice for me,
and take charge of my business at this place. My expenses for
his wages, board, and shop rent was about one dollar per day;
and the amount of the practice and sule of medicine, was about
one hundred dollars per month.

While at Eastport T met with a loss, which I will mention to
show the hard fortune I had to contend with., Wishing to send
one hundred dollers to my friend judge Rice, in part payment
for what I owed him; took two fifiy dellar bills and went o the
pes -office and gave them to the post-muster, with a letter direct-
ed to Alexander Rice, esq. Portsmouth, requesting him to secure
ithem 1n the letter in a proper manner and send it on. The let-
ter was never received in Portsmouth, and no traces of it could
be found. Thad sirong suspicions that the post-master at Hast-
portdestroyed the letter and kept the money. I made arrange-
ments to inquire further into his conduct; but shortly after he
fell from a precipice and was killed, which put a stop to pursu-
ing the subject any further; so it turned out a total loss to me,

After settling my business in Fastport, I returned to Porfs-
mouth, where I stopped but a short time; and taking Mr. Sewell
with me, went to Portland to introduce my practice in that
place. On ourarrival I advertised my patent in the newspapers,
and had handbills printed and circulated among the people, giv-
ing the conditions on which I should practice and the manner
of selling funily ‘rights,"to those who_wished the use of my
practice and medicine; and that I should attend to no case
except such as wished to purchsse the rights, to. give them
information, and prove the utility of the medicine. I gave the
information, to Mr. Fickett, where we boarded, and a right of
using the medicine for himself and family; and gave informa-
tion fo several of his workmen. Soon afier making myself
known, had a great number of desperate cases put under my
charge, all of which were cured or essentially relieved. My
success in the cases Tattended, most of which were such as had
been given over by the doctors, caused gre~t alarm among those
professional gentlemen who are styled regular physicians; and
I experienced the same opposition from them that I had met

!
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with in other places. I was followed by them, or their spies,
and all kinds of false and ridiculous reports were circulated
among the people to frighten and prejudice them against me
and my medicine.

Soon fter coming to this place, I was_called on by Captain
John Alden to attend his wife, who was in a very alarming
situation. She was in a state of pregnancy and had the dropsy,
and was then as she supposed, several weeks over her time.
She had been in the same situation once before and was deliv-
ered by force, and came very near losing her life; the doctors
gave it as their opinion that if she should ever be so again she
would certainly die. I told him that T did not attend on any
except those who wished to purchase a right, in which cases
I would give them the information. I explained to him the
principles upon which my system was founded, and he purchased
a right; after which I attended upon his wife, and found her
very low; she had not laid in bed for three weeks, being so put
to it for breath when she lay down, was obliged to get immedi-
ately up again, [ carried her through a course of the medicine
every day for five Jays, during which she was reduced in size
about eight inches; her travail then came on natural, and m
about two hours she was delivered of a daughter, and they both
did well. She was able to come down stairs in one week, and
in two weeks she was well enough to be about the house. This
cure so alarmed the doctors, that they circulated a story at a
distance, where the facts were not known, that I was so ignorant
of this woman’s situation, that T killed her immediately; but
the woman and her husband gave me all credit for the cure, and
appeared very grateful to me forit. ;

During the summer a son of Captain Alden, was violentty
seized with the spotted fever; he was taken very.suddenly, when
at the pump after water, fell and was brought into the house
senseless—I attended him, and his jaws being set, administered a
strong solution of Nos. 1,2 ard 6,by puiting my finger between
his cheek and teeth, and pouring in the medicine; squeezing it
round to the back of his teeth, and as seon as it reached the
roots of his tongue, his jaws came open; I then poured down
more of the medicine, and soon after swallowing it, his senses
came to him, and he spoke; he appeared.like a person waking
out of a sleep. As soon as the warm effect of the medicine
was over, he relapsed, and hfe seemed to go down with the heat.
I found that T could not restore him till I could rarify or. lighten
the air—I laid him across the laps of three persons, shielding

12
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him from external air with a blanket, and put under him a pan
with a hot stone in 1t about half immersed in hot water; whilst
over this steam, again gave the medicine, which raised a per
spiraiion; and as the heat raised inside, life gained in proportion
and when the perspiration had gained so, as to be equal to a state
of health, the natural vigor of life and action was restored.

1 was called on to attend a woman who had a relax, and in a
few visits restored her to health. One night about midnight
was sent for to visit this woman in consequence of their being
alarmed about her, the cause of which 1 could never learn;
for on my arrival she was as well as usual. I returned immedi-
ately home and was soon after taken in a violent manner with
the sime disease; and was so bad as not to be able to do any
thing for myself. Mr. Sewell attended upon me and did all he
could, which had no effect. I was persuaded that I should notlive
three days unless I could get some relief. I had no puin and
every thing 1 took passed through me in two minutes; nothing
seemed to warm me. I sent and obtained some butternut bark,
boiled it, and took some as strong as it could be made; as soon
as it began to operate, I followed it with brandy and loaf sugar
burnt together, till it became a syrup; this soon put me in pain;
I then followed my general rule of treatment, and was soon
relieved.

While at Portland was sent for to see a Mr. Mason, who was
very sick, and it was expected that he would not live through
the night. He had been attended by the doctors of the town
for a sore on his nose, which was much inflamed; they had
given him so much salt petre to kill the heat, that they almost
killed him. T had the hardest trial to save his life of any one
I ever attended; and was obliged to carry him through a course
of medicine two or three times a week for three months, Lesides
visiting bim every day. The doctors said he would certainly
die, and if he did, they meant to take me up for murder; and
every means were resorted to, by discouraging him and other
ways, to prevent his getting well; and when he got 50 as to
be about, and it was decided that he was going to recover under
the_ operation of the medicine; one who pretended to be his
friend gave him a bottle of pepper vinegar—I had made a free
use of this article in his case, and he took some of what wag
given him by this friend, and he soon grew worse. The man
who gave him the pepper. vinegar often inquired how he did, »nd
when told that he was worse, he would say that I should kill
him, I could not ascertain_the reason of this patient heing
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affected in the manner he was, till Mr: Sewell took some of he
same, and was immediately taken in the same manner as the
sick man. He took medicine and got over it, and a short time
after, took some more, and was attacked in a similar manner.
I then began to mistrost that there was something in the pepper
vinegary and on examining it, was satisfied that it had been
poisoned to destroy the patient in order to take advantage of me.
I was obliged to carry them both through a course of the medi-
cine, and they aftewards had no such turns. ;

This patient, afier about three montl’s close atlention, gained
so as to enjog = comfortable state of health. The undertaking
wis very tedious on my part; T should be hardly willing to go

through the same process againy for any sum whatever. The .

destructive effects of salt petre is the worst of any poison I ever
undertook to clear the system of The only method I have
found successful, is to give No. 1, and No. 2, and throw all of
itout of the stomach that can possibly be done; and by steam-
ing keep the heat of the body above it—all other poisons can
be eradicated by the common coutse of medicine, I was call-
ed on to attend the sick from all quarters; but few of them
were able to purchese the information, and many who had it
have never paud any thing The people generally were well
satisfied with its utility; my friends were very ze:lous in intro-
ducing it among the people; but my opponents were not slack
in doing every thing in their power to prejudice the public
against me and the medicine. The doctors seemed much troub-
led at the success of the practice, many having been cured who
were given over by them. One woman, who had been unable
to walk for about nine months, after having been confined, and
the doctors could not help her, was attended by Mr. Sewell,
and in a short time restored- to a comfortable state of health,
which gave them great offence; and some of them published in
the news papers, part of my trial for murder, in order to preju-
dice the public against me. I prepared an answer, but they
had so much influence with the piinters, that T was unable to
get itinserted; they had the meanness to circulate the report
that T acknowledged the fact because I did not answer their
statement. Thus have the ficulty, by such unprincipled  con-
duct, managed to keep the people blind to the benefit they
might receive from theuse of the medicine, for the purpose: of
keeping up their own credit and making them tributary to them-
selves, without regardto the public good.
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This season I went to Eastportand collected some money to
pay my {riend Rice; and thinking to make some profit, laid it
out in fish, and sentit to Portland, consigned to my friend
Fickett. When I went there myself, sold the fish to him. 1
afterwards made a settlement with him; and took his note for
one hundred and sixty-three dollars, which he agreed to pay
Judge Rice, as he was going to Boston in a short time, and he
would call on him at Portsmouth for that purpose. I then went
home 1o see my family, and in about six months after, returned
to Portsmouth, and on calling on Judge Rice found to my sur-
prise, that Mr. Fickett hed not¥paid the money, that he had
failed »nd there was no chance for me to get any thing of him.
So I was again disappointed in my expectations of paying this
demand, and it appeared to me that all my hard earnings would
be sacrificed to pay the expense of prosecuticns; but my friend
Rice was very indulgent; and instead of complaining, did all
he could fo encourage me and keep up my spirits.

In the fall of the year 1818, I started from Portland to go to
Eastport, and took Mr. Sewell with me, in order to try to get
a settlement with Mr. Carpenter; as he knew all the particulars
of the agreement between us. After suffering many hardships,
and being at great expense, in consequence of having to go part
of the way by water and part by land, owing to the war that
then existed, we arrived there on the twelfth day of Novem-
ber. Onmy arrival Imade enquiry concerning my affuirs with
Carpenter, and ascertained what proefI could obtamn to support
an action against him for the properry he had wronged me out
of; and after making an unsuccessful attempt to get my acecount
books out of his hands, brought an action against him for the
property left in his possession; this Leing the only way in which
I could bring him to an account. After much time and ex-
pense I at last obtained a judgment against him, got out an
execution, which was levied on the land he had unjustly gota
deed of, and it was finally appraised to me; and after having
to geta writ of ejectment to get Mr. Tuttle out of possession
of it, who claimed it under a pretended deed from Carpenter,
to prevent it from being attached, I at last got the farm which
had cost in getting it more than it was worth; so I had to put
up with the loss of all my earnings at Eastport for two years,
with the loss of medicine sold by Carpenter, all of which
amounted tonot less than fifteen hundred dollars.

I returned to Portland, where I remained to attend to my
practiceand the society that had been formed there, for consid-
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erable time; and after settling and arranging my business as
well us I could, 1t Mr. Sewellin charge of my affairs there,
and in January 1814, returned to Portsmouth, which place I
made the principal depot of my medicines; having previous to
my returning from the eistward, made arrangements with my
agents to supply them,and all others who had purchased the
rights, with such medicine as they might want, by their apply-
ing to me for them. I bad laid in a large stock, the value of
which Testimated to be about one thousand dollars. I went to
Boston and Salem to procure some articles that could not be ob-
tained elsewhere, in order to complete my stock; when absent
the great fire took place. at Portsmouth, and all my stock of
medicine was consumed. This was a very serious loss {o me,
not only in a pecuniary point- of view, but it disarranged all my
plans, and put it out of my power to supply those whom I knew
depended apon me for all such articles as were most important-
in the practice.” The season was so far advanced that it was
impossible to obtain a new recruit of most of the articles; and
I was obliged to collect a part of what had been sent to differ-
ent places, in order to be able to supply in the best manner I
could, such demands for medicine, as I should be called on for.
In doing this I was pnt to great trouble and expense, and in or-
der to make myself whole, was under the necessity of raising
the price of th . :edicine fity per cent; this caused much grum-
bling »»A complaint from the members of the societiesin dif-
ferent places, and was taken advantage of by my enemies to in-
jure me all they could.

I sent in the estimate of my loss, to the committee, who had
the charge of the'morey contributed by the people in different
parts, for the relief of the sufferers by the fire, and afterwards
called on them, with an expectation of receiving my share; but
they said my loss was of such a nature they could not give
me any thing, as I should be able to collect another supply the
next season, and [ never received a cent from them. In addition
to my loss by the fire, and other difliculties I had to encounter,
and while I was at Portsmouth using #1l my exertions to replen-
ish my stock of .medicine, and assist those who were suflering
from disease and needed the benefit of my practice, I received
information from Portland that the doctors had obtzined one of
my books of direction, which was published expressly for the
information of those who purchased the right of using my sys-
tem of practice, and had some knowledge of it by verbal and
other instruction, had printed an edition of it, and advertised

:Ln.'
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them for sale at thirty-seven and a half centsa copy. They'
stated in their advertisements, that “this invaluable work whie
had heretofore been selling for twenty-dollars may now be had
for thirty-seven and a half cents;” and sent thiem to all places
where my societies had been formed, and my practice had been
introduced, for the purpose of putting me down and preventing
the use of my medicine; but after all this pitiful attempt to do
me the great injury which they so fondly anticipated, they gained
nothing by it, except it was the contempt of all the honest part
of society who were knowing to the circumstances. To put a
stop. to these practices and prevent the public from being im-
posed upon, I caused a notice to be published in the Ports-
mouth and Portland papers, cautioning the people against buy-
ing these books, or making use of the medicine, and trespsssing
on my patent under the penalty of the law in such cases pro-
vided; and also offered a reward of fitty dollars to any one who
would give information of any doctor, who should trespass on
my patent, and ten dollars for any one who should be found
guilty of seling the books. This put a stop to the sale of the
bocks, and prevent them from doing me any injury by this
trick; for those concerned in this disgraceful manceuvre, were
.compelled to acknowledge that my agents could sell more books
at twenty dollars, than they could at thirty-seven and a half
eents, /

1 continued in Portsmouth after the loss T met with from the
fire, informing the people in that place and vicinity unfil [ col-
lected another assortment of medicine, during which time fifty
members were added to the society there. I appointed Mr.
John Loclke as my agent in Portsmouth, and the society ac-
cepted of him as such, to take the management of the practice
and supply them with medicine; [ agreed to allow him twenty-
five per cent, on the sale of rights, and in cighteen months hLe
added about forty members to the society. He conducted himi-
self with the greatest propriety in the performance of all the
duties assigned him, and in this, as well as in all other concerns
which I had with him, has given me the highest satisfaction, I
mention this tribute of praise to his fidelity, the more readilys
as he is one of the very few whom I have put confidence in that
I have found honest enough to do justice to me and the people.
It has generally Leen the case, with those T have appointed as
agents, thatas soon as they have been sufficiently instructed to
attend to the practice with success, and give satisfaction to the
people, that they have made it a matter of speculation; and
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have,by all means that they could devise, attempted to get
the lead of the practice into their own hands, and deprive me of
the credit and profits of my own discovery; and when I have
found out ‘their designs, and put a stop to their career by de-
priving them of their agency, they have uniformly turned against
me and done every thing 1n their power to injure me and de-
stroy the credit of the medicine. This kind of conduct has
been a very serious evil. and had caused me much trouble and
expense, besides destroying the confidence of the people in the
beneficial effects of the medicine and practice, and keeping
back the information necessury for its being properly undersicod
by them. This, however, has not been the case with all that I
have entrusted with the care of my business aszgents, for some
of them have beea uniformly honest and fuithful, both to me
and to those to whom they have given the information.

While Mr. Locke was acting as my agent at Portsmouth, he
gave offence, by his faithful and upright conduct, to some mem-
bers of - the society, who wanted to reap all the advantages and
profits without any labor or expense. They made compliints to
me of his conduct, and wished him turned out; but on asking
them for their charges against him; they said he speculated on
the medicine, and sold 1t one third hgher than Idid. 1 told
them that I had heen obliged to raise the price in consequence
of my loss by the fire, and that he was not to blame for it.—
They, however, persisted in their complaints and after finding
that they could not make me turn against him, they turned
agrinst me. After making further inquiries into the subject, I
satisfied myself of their reasons for wishing Mr. Locke turned «
out of the agency. A man by the name of Holman, whom I
had four years previous cured of a consumption, as has been be-
fore retated, and to whom I had given the information and au-
thorised to form a society at Hopkinton, where he had practised
three years without making me any returns, had returned to
Portsmouth and practiced with Mr. Locke as an assistant.—
This man formed a plan to have Mr. Locke turned out in order
to get his place himself, and had managed so as to gain over to
Jus side a number of the society, who joined with him in ef-
fecting this object. They made use of all kinds of intrigue to
get the control of the practice out of my hands, by offering to
buy the right for the county,and many other ways; but I under-
stood their desion and refused all their offers.

At the next annual meeting of the society, Holman was
chosen their agent without my consent, and I refused to autho-
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rize him to give information; for he had deceived me before by
. saying on hisreturn to Portsmouth, that he could not forma
society a' Hopkinton, which | hid found out to be f:lse;and
‘many other things in his conduct had caused me to be so much
dissatisfied with all he did, that Ideclined having any thing
further to do with him. Lie persisted in practising and in
eighteen months by his trezchercus conduct, run down the
credit of the medicine and practice, and broke up the society,
after it had, the eighteen months previous, got under good way
by Mr. Locke’s agency, and was 1 a very prosperous condition.
I'had good reson to believe that Holm:n was employed by my
enemies to break me up in this place «nd desiroy the «crediv of
the medicine; for when 1 was absent [ ascertained that he gave
salt petre ind other poisons, under the pretence that by giving
it the night before it would prepare the stemach for my medicine
to. be taken in the mormmng. This wus like preparing overnight
to build:a fire in the morning, by filling the fire-place with snow
andice. After prep ring-the stom:ch'in this wiy, the medi-
¢l would hiave no beneficizl effects; and he would then place
the patient over a sieum, which caused them to faint. In this
way he provedto the members of the society that my mede of
practice was bad, and thus used his influence to destroy the
«eredit of my medicine in their'minds, and mske them believe
‘that Irhad'deceived them. His praciice turned out very unsue-

cessful, and he lost many-of his patients. He hud lost more in

gix months, then I had lost in six years,  which 1 imputed en-
tirely to his bad conduct.

After my return, finding how. things were situated: in regard
to the practice; thatall the credit I'hud gained by seven years
labor, had been destroyed in eighteen months, led me to make
aparticalar inquiry into the cause. On visiting his petien‘s I

" foundisome of the pills made of sali-petre, and also soure opinm
pills, which he had been in' the habit of administering secretly
to his patients vnder. the'name of my medicinej and after col-
Jecting an assortment of his poison, I called a meeting of the
society, and proved to themythat he had made use of these pui-
gons under the prerence of giving my medic#.e; and also, that
he had confessed to have given’ tobacco wlicn called on to ad-
minister my medicine; all of which satisfied the scciety so well
of the businessof the conductiof their agent, that they imme-
diately prssed a ¥oté dismissing hin friom his agency. A com-

~mhittes was aptointed to investighte :he whole of his conduct,
#nd ‘publish & statement of 'the ‘same, in order to'do'away the
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false impression that had been made on the public mind, and
convince them that the bad success of this man’s practice had
been owing to his own wicked conduct: and not to any fault in
the medicine, I was neverable, however, to get this committee
to meet and attend to the duty assigned them by the society, al-
though they confessed themselves satisfied of the truth of my
charges aguinst Holman, and of " the injury 1 had sustained by
his conduct; and afier waiting six months and finding that they
were more willing that I should suffer, than that the blame
shoanld fall where it justly belonged, I left them to their more
fashionable practice, and withdrew all my medicine’ from the
place.

In the spring of the year of 1814, I wrote to Mr. Mowe, my
agent at Eastport, to leave that place in consequence of the
war becoming troublesome, and come to Portsmouth. - He cime
up in May. [ took him with me and went to Surry, where we
continued through the summer, and he assisted me in carrying
on my firm and collecting an assortmont of medicine, In Au-
gust we went to Onion river where my fither resided, to make a
visit and collect some articles of medicine, that could not be
obtained in Sarry.  After my return Mr. Mowe went to Ports-
mouth, and I remained athome till after the harvesting was over,
then went to Portsmouth to collect medicine, and attended to
some practice. Sometime in December I returned home and
found an express had been there for me to go to Guilford, sent
by Mr. Davis, whom [ had attended the year before at Ports-
mouth. T went with all speed and found his wife sick with a
consumption. I attended her a few days to give them informa-
tion,and sold him the right of using the medicine; and also
sold some rights to others; T then returned to Portsmouth, and
sent Mr. Mowe to Guilford to practice and give information to
those who had purchased the nghts, where he remained till -
spring.

During the time Mr. Mowe was at Guilford, he ‘was very
successful in the practice, and made some remarkable cures.—
Gretopposition was made to his practice, by the doctors, and
all the false representations made about it, that they could invent
to prejndice the minds of the people against the medicine and
stop 1ts being introduced among them. ~ After this anbther plan
was got up to injure me; societies were formed in the manner
I had formed mine, and members mere admitted for two dollars;
the ouly information given them was to furnish each member
with one of the pamphlets, con;ezimng my directions, which had
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been stolen from a woman and published at Portland, without
my knowledge. In this manner my system of practice in the
hands and under the superintendence of these who were en-
deavoring to destroy me, became pepular in Guilford and the
towns adjacent; and had become so important, that a general
invitation was given throughout the neighboring towns for the
people to come and join them in the great improvement of re-
storing the health of mankind.” Thus did these professional
gentlemen tamper with my rights and 'the credulity of the peo-
ple, for the pitiful purpose of injuring me, by pretending tosell
all my information for two dollars, for which I asked twenty;
and 1 their hands called it honorable scientific knowledge.
After these trespasses had become open and general, and the
people had been invited to jon it, my agent wrote me a let-
ter giving information of the transaction, and I went there to
see to it; on my arrival I conversed with those who had pur-
chased their rights of me or my agent; they informed me of the
facts as above related, and said that they had been solicited to
join the society, that had been formed; and they wished my ad-
vice, whether they should attend a general meeting which was
to be held in about a fortnight. I told them that they had bet-
ter attend—they then asked me if they should be asked for in-
formation what they should do about giving it; I told them that
I thought people joingd societies to get information and not to
give it. I employed an attorney to preceed against those who
trespassed, and have thern punished according to law in such
cases provided and returned to Portsmouth,

In the month of February, 1815,1 had an application to go
to Philadelphia and introduce mysocieties and system of prac-
ticein that city. Thinking it not proper to go alone, I made an
agreement with Mr. John Locke to go with me; and- after we
got every thing prepared, he started on the 7th in the mornin
to go in the stage, and I chose to go by water, and soiled the
same day in a vessel for New York. We had along and tedious
passage, suffering very much from the cold. We had a gale of
wind which' bley us off into the Gulph Stream, and we were
two hundred miles south of our port; on getting into a warmer
latitude the weather became warmer, when we were enabled to
get clear of the ice with which the vessel was much burdened,
and could set some sail; and we arrived at New York after a
very rough passage of seventeen days.

During the passage one of the crew had frozen his hands and
feet very badly, and when we got where the weather became
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warmer he was in the most extreme pain. He said that it seem-
ed as though the bones of his hands and feet were coming in
pieces; his suffering was so great that the tears would run from
his eyes, and the sweat down his cheeks, with the pain, . I was
reqaested by the captain and crew to do something to relieve
him. I avree.l to do the best I could for him, in the cold and
comfortless sitaation we were in, There was no place to keep
a fire under decks, and the weather was so rough that we could
seldom keep any in the caboose on deck, [ was obliged to ad-
muister the medicine according to my judgment in the best
manner I could. In the first place I procured handkerchiefs
and cloths enough to wrap his hands and feet vp in several
thicknesses; then wet them well with cold water, and wrapped
his hands and feet as well as I'could, wetting them with cold
water, and put him in his birth, covered well with blankets, and
gave him the warmest medicine to take I had with me, and

repeated it to keep the inward heat sufficient to cause a free’

cirenlation in the limbs; and if' his hands and feet grew painful,

poured cold water oni the cloths and continued this course of

treatment, of keeping the inward heat above the outward, by
raising the one and letting down the other, till I got the foun-
tain above the stream; and in about two hours, freed hin from
all pain, to the surprise and astonishment of all the hands on
board. When 1 come to take off the cloths the blood had set-
tled under the nails and under the skin, which came off without
any blister being raised, and before we arrived at New York, he
wus able to attend his watch.

It was said by the captain and crew that this was the most
remarkable cuare they had ever known; and that if he had been
attended in the common form, he would have lost his toes if not
his feet, Lesides suffering much pain and a long confinement.
[t will be necessary to remark that the greatness of this cure
consisted in its simplicity; any person could have performed
the sa:ne, who had come to years of discretion, by adopting the
same plan, and many times be the means of saving the amputa-
tion of limbs. There is no mystery in ity the whole plan con-
sists in keeping the determimng powers to the surface, from the
fountain of the body, which is the stomach ;- from which all the
limbs receive their support and warmth, and when you cannot
raise the fountain sufiicient to give nature its proper course, you
must lower the stream, or outward heat, by keeping the heat
down on the limbs, and raising the mward heat, when there can
no mortification ever return {from the limbs to the body, any
more than a log can float against a stream.

s
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In the case above stated, before I began to do any tling for
the man, I duly considered his situation; he had been almost
chilled to death by the extreme cold weather, so that his limbs
bad very little warioth from the body, not enough to bring them
to their fecling, until the warm weather raised a fever on the
limbs faster than in the body, and in proportion as the heat in
the extremities is raised above that in the body, by applying hot
poultices or other ‘similar applications, so much will the whole
sysiem be disordercd, and the parts that have been injured will
be extremely painful, and by a continued application of such
means, the fever or outward heat will increase by the current be-
ing turned inward, till mortification takes place, when the limbs
have to be taken off to save life; and in most cases the body
has become so much discrdered, that they die after all. 'This
may, 1 am corfident, be avoided by understanding my plan of
treatment and pursuing it with zeal, particularly in all cases of
burns or freezing. ;

On my arrival at New York, I found Mr. Locke, who had
come in the stage, and had been watiing for me ten days. The
next morning we started in the stage for Philadelplia, where
we arrived that evening, and went to a boarding house and put
up for the night. In the merning we went in search of Elder
Plummer, with whom I had engaged the fall before, to go to
Philadelphia; we found him in the course of the forenoon, and
he expressed much joy zt our arrival. -~ He preached a lecture
that evening and appointed a meefing at the same place the
next evening for me; at which I attended and gave a lecture;
there was a large collection of people attended this meeting,
and I gave a full and explicit explanation of the principlés vpon
which my system is founded. There were two medical students
present, and while I was endeavoring (o give a view of the for-
mation of the animal creation out of the four elements; that
heat was life,and cold death; and that the blood was necessary
to life, asbeing the nourishment of the flesh, and in as much as
it was taken away, so much was life and health diminished ; one
of them mterrupted me and said, that cold was a promotion of
life, and that bleeding was beneficial o preserve life also. 1
answered him by stating, that admtting his doctrine to be true,
an animal that had the blood taken from it and was frozen,
would be the liveliest creature in the world. This unexpected
retort caused a laugh and the two medical gentlemen left the
room. I then went on and concluded the explanations I wished
to make, which gave general satisfaction to the people present;
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and sixteen signed the articles of agreement that night, to ob-
tain the knowledge of the medicine and practice, to whom I
engaged to give information by lectures. We remained there
about a week, in which time about twenty bought the right.

When we had completed our business at Philadelphia, we
went on to Washington, where we remained several days, and
had a view of the ruins of the public buildings, which had been
destroyed by the British, when they took possession of that city
about six months previous to our being there. While at the
capitol I had an interview with General Varnum, and some con-
versation passed between us concerning the pipsisway, which
had been found useful in a case of cancer for which I attended
his wife when practising at Pelham in the year 1807. He said
that it having been found so useful m all cancerous cases, he
thought it ought to be published in the newspapers or almanac,
for the benefit of those who were afflicted with this dangerous
disease, and expressed a wish that I would do 1t. I told him
that I'thought it would be better for him to publish it than for
me, and he consented; and the next ycar he published it in the
almanac, which was the cause of much speculation in this arti-
cle, and of which I shall give some-account m another part of
this work.

After staying in Washington a few days we went to Alex-
andria, where we remained about a week, in which time I col-
lected some cypress bark, which is known there by the name of
poplar, and what we call poplar, is by them called quakingasp,
on account of the constant shaking of its leaves. While at this
place 1 fell in company with Captain Davis, of Portsmouth, and
agreed to take passage with him and return to that place.—
Arrangements were made for Mr. Locke to return by land; and
[ directed him to stop at Washington and get a copy of my
patent, then to go on to Philadelphia and remain there as long
as it should be necessary to give information to those who pur-
chased the rights, or any that should wish to purchase them
in that city, and after paying proper attention to them, to return
to Portsmouth. I then went on board the vessel and we set
sail; and after a long passage arrived safe at, Portsmouth about
the same time that Mr.- Locke got there. :

During this summer I visited Eastport, Portland, Charlestown,
South-Reading, and other places where societies had been form-
ed, or rights sold to individuals, to give information to the.peo’-
ple; and in all places where I went, found the book of directions,
which had been clandestinely obtained and published by the
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doctors and others, to injure me by stopping the sale of rights,
selling at 374 cents. I was under the necessity of putting
an advertisement in the papers, cautioning the people against
this imposition, which put a stop to their sale; but great pains
wete taken by my enemies to circulate them among the people;
and this is the way that some of my articles of medicine came
to be made use of through the country in colds, such as cay-
enne, ginger, &c. In 1815, I published another edition of my
book of directions, and secured the copy right; but this was
reprinted at Taunton, and T advertised it as before, and stopped
its progress.

In the full of the year 1815, I went to Cape Cod, to procure
some marshrosemary, and collected a quantity, carried it to
Portsmouth and prepared it for use. This is the last time I
have collected any of this article, and _as it becomes scarce,
think I shall not make any more use of it. It 1s too cold and
binding, without using a large share of bayberry bark and cay-
enne with it, to keep the saliva free. T have found other articles
as substitutes, which answer a better purpose, such as hemlock
bark, which T have of late made use of; and found very g od,
white lily roots, witch-hazle, raspberry leaves, and sumich ber-
ries; the last article is very good alone, steeped and sweetened,
and is as pleasant as wine; it is good for children in cases of
canker, especially in long cases of sickness when other articles
become disagreeable to them.

In the spring of the year 1816, I went again to Cape Cod,
for medicine, and found that the spotted fever, or what was call-
ed the cold plague, prevailed there; and the people were much
alarmed, as they could get no help from the doctors. 1 told
them I had come after medicine where they were dying for want
of the knowledge how to use it. They were desirous for me
to try my practice and satisfy them of its utiliiy. A young

“man in the next house to where 1 was, being attacked with the
fever the day before; T went to see him, and the furnily expressed
a wish to have me try my medicine. I put a blanket round him
and put him by the fire; took a tea-spoonful of composition,
and added more No. 2, and as much sugar, put it in a tea-cup,
and poured to it a wine glass of hot water, when cool énough
to take, added a tea-spoonful of the rheumatic drops; he took
it, and in fiftcen minutes wasin a free perspiration—he was then
put in bed and a hot stone wrapped in wet clotlis put to his feet
to raise asteam. I then left'him'in the care of his friends, with
some medicine to be given during the night; they kept the pes-
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spiration free all night, and in the morning, heat had gained
the victory, the canker was destroyed, and be was comfortable
and soon got well.

I attended three other persons in one house, who had been
sick a longer time, and had taken other medicine, so that it was
more difficult to cure them. I steeped No. 3, and poured off
half a tea-cup full and sweetened it, and added half a tea-spoon-
fal of No. 2, when cool enough to take, putin one tea-spoonful
of No. 1, and gave it to each of the patients, repeating it three
times, whether they puked or not in that time—kept a hot stone
wrapped in wet cloths at their feet, to keep up a steam; while
they were under the operation of the puking and sweating, gave
them as much cider or water to drink as they required. When
they had done vomiting, gave milk porridge freely. As soon
as they had done sweating, and their strength had returned, got
them up and steamed them as long as they could bear it; then
rubbed them over with spirits, water or vinegar, changed their
elothes, and they went to bed, or sat up as their strength would
permit. T will here remark for the information of the reader,
that when the patient is so bad as not to be able to get up, they
must be steamed in bed as hot as they can bear it, then set them
up on end, and rub as before mentioned, change their clothes
and bed clothes. 'This last direction is important to be attended
to, for if their own clothes are changed without changing the
bed clothes, they will absorb a part of the filth that has been
discharged through the pores and add to what remains of the
disorder. This precaution is all important in every case of
disease, and should be paid particular attention to, in order to
guard against taking back any part of what has been thrown off
by the operation of the medicine. Thc nurse or those who
attend upon the sick, are also in danger from the same cause,
and should be particularly careful to guard against taking the
«disorder by breathing in the foul vapour from the bed clothes,
and standing over the patient when under the operation of ‘the
medicine, the principal effect of which is to throw off by per-
spiration and other evacuations, the putrefaction that disease has
engendered m the body. To guard against this, take some hot
bitters and keep a piece of ginger rootin the mouth, occasion-
ally swallowing some of it, when most exposed; also take a tea.
spoonful of Nos. 2. and 3, steeped in hot water, when going to
bed; one ounce of preventative in this way, is better than =
pound of cure when sick.
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After relieving these four cases, I was sent for to attend a
woman, who had been sick for along time: I declined attend-
ing any more unless they would buy the right—this displeased
her so much, because I wasnot willing to practice and cure all
of them for nothing, that she abused me for. my declining to
attend her. Two men bought the right, and they asked me
how much I would take for the right of the whole town. I
offered it to them for the price of twenty rights; but they said
that the sickness had so much abated that the alarm was nearly
over, ard declined my offer. This disease first appeared in
Eastham the forepart of I'ebruary, in which month 27 died, 1n
March, 14, and 5 in April, making in the whole 46 in three
months in this place. I left some medicine with those who
had purchased the rights and.returned to Boston.

Within a week after my return from Cape Cod, I received a
letter from Eastham to come there as soon as possible; I tcok a
stock of medicine and went on there as quick as I could; and
on my arrival found that the fever had again made its appear-
ance among the people, with double fatality. I soon found
enough ready to purchase the twenty rights, for which I had
offered to sell the right of the whole town. I attended on many
of those who had the disease, in company with the two men
who had purchased the right of me when here before, and
instructed them how to earry the patients through a course of
the medicine; and they attended and gave information to
others; when they cold meet together I gave information by
lectures; those who got the information attended whenever they
were wanted. I pursued my usual mode of treatment, by ad-
ministering the medicine to promote a free perspiration, and
when necessary steamed and gave injections, cleansed the sto-
mach and cleared off the canker; the success in curing in this
alarming disease was very great. I staid about two weeks,
during which time there were attended with my medicine,
thirty-four cases, of whom only one died, therest got well.
At the same time, of those who were attended by the regular
doctors, eleven out of twelve died, making in the whole up-
wards of fifty deaths in a short time in this place, which was
about one twelfth part of the inhabitants that were at home.
The truth of the above statementsis authenticated by the cer-
tificates of the Selectmen of the town and other respeetable
inhabitants, which will be inserted in another part of the work,

During my stay this time, I attended the husband of the
woman who had abused me when here before, at the house of
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his sister; she came there while I was attending upon her hus-
band, and treated me and him in the most abusive manner, saying
that she would sooner die than take any of my medicine, or
have any thing to do withme. Afier she had vented her spite
to her own satisfaction, she went home, was_ taken sick on the
way, and was one of the last who died with the fever at this
time. 'The people generally treated me with kindness and
respect, and took great interest in my cause; and the success of
my system of practice in relieving them from this alarming dis-
ease, gave universal satisfaction.

[ formed those who had purchased the rights, into a society ;
and they chose a committee, whom I aunthorsed as agents to
sell rights and medicine; but this caused a jealousy among the
rest of the members, who said I gave privileges to some more
than to others.

I have formed four societies and given them certain privileges,
by allowing them part of the profits on the sale of rights and
medicine; but as soon as there was any funds, it has always
created uneasiness among the members.  Some of the ignorant
and selfish, would call for their dividends, as though it was bank
stock, instead of feeling grateful for the advantages they enjoy
by having their diseases cured and their minds relieved from
the alarming consequences of a diseage, with a trifling expense.
I have since altered my plan, and now have but one society.
Every one who purchaces a right for himself and family, be-
comes a member of the Friendly Botanic Society, and 1s entitled
to all the privileges of a free intercourse with each other, and
to converse with any one who has bought a right, for instruction
and assistance, by advice or otherwise, when called on hy a mem-
ber. In this way much more g-od € .n be done, and there will be
much more good will towards each other, than where there
is any money depending.

I'had now been in practice, constantly attending upon those
laboring under disease, ‘whenever called on, for about thirty
years; had suffered much both in body and mind, from the per-
secutions I had met with, and my unwearied exertions to relieve
the sick; and to establish my system of practice upon a perms-
nent basis, that the people might become sutisfied of its supe-
riority overthat which is practised by those styled regalar pby-
sicians; putting it in their power to become their own physicians,
by enablimg every one to relieve themselves and friends, from all
disease incident to our country, by miking use of those vege-
table medicines, the produce of our own country, which are
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perfectly safe and ensily obtained; and which, if properly undei-
stood; are fully sufficient in all cases of disease, where there
can be any chance of cure, without any danger of the pernicious,
and often fatal consequences attending the administering -those
poisons that the fashionable doctors aie in the. habit of giving
to their patients,

After having discovered a system, and by much lakor and
constant perseverance reduced it to practice, in a menner that
had given general satisfaction to all who had become acquainted
with it, and having secured the same by patent, i order that }
might reap some benefit from my discovery, to suppoit me in
ny old age, having by a long series of attendance on the sick,
both as physician and nurse, become almost worn out, I came to
the determination to appoint some suitable person, who would
do justice to me and the cause, as a general agent, to take the
lead in practice, and give the necessary information to these who
should purchuse the rights, which would enzble me to retire
from practice, and receive a share of the profits as a reward
{or my long sufferings. After considerable mquiry I becume
acquainted with Elias Smith, who was recomnmended as a man
in whom I" could confide; and who was every way qualified as a
suitable person to engage in the undertaking. I found him in
Boston, and in every poor circumstances; having been for many
vears a public preacher, but in consequence of his often chang-
mg his religious principles and engaging in different projects
in which he had been unsuceessful, he was now without a soci-
ety or any visible means of supporting himself and family, e
readily engaged with me, and promised to do every thing in his
power, to promote my interest and extend the uscfulness of my
system of practice.

I sold him a fumily right in December, 1816, and was in his
fumily during tke winter, for the purpose of instructing him to
practice, to qualify him to attend upon the sick and give infor-
mation to others. I put theutmost confidence in his honor and,
spared no pains in communicating to-him, without any reserve
whatever, all the knowledge Ihad gained by my experience,
both by practice and verbal instruction; under the expectation,
that-when he became sufficiently acquainted with the system and
practice, I should be rewarded for mny trouble, by his faithfully
performing his duty towards me according to his promise. [
shall make no remark upon my being disappointed in all my
expectations in regard to Mr. Smith’s conduct, and the treatment
I received from him after he had gained a knowledge of the
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practice from me, to enable hin to setup for himseif; but shall
proceed to give a short account of what took place during my
connection with him.

The first case 1 attended with him was in his own family.—
ITis son had the itch very badly, so that he wis nearly one half
of him one raw sore. 'They had tried the usual remedies with-
out any benefit. I showed him the use of No. 3, to wash with,
to stop the smart of the sores; then took some rheumatic drops
and added about one fourth part of spirits of turpentine and
washed him with it; this is very painful when applied where
the skin is of; to prevent which mix with it some of the wash
made of No. 3; at the same time- of applying the above, give
some of the composition, especially when going to bed; and
occasionally give about fifteen of the drops, shaken together, on
ioaf sugar, By pursuing this treatment one week this boy was
entirely cured. ‘

The next case, which was the first we attended together out
of his house, was a young woman who had the ague in her face,
I showed him the whole process of curing this complaint;
which was done by puttinga small quantity of No. 2 in a cloth,
and placing it between her cheek and teeth; at the same time
giving her some of Nos. 2 and 3 to take, and in two hours she
was cured.

T was constantly with him in practice from February till June;
during which time we attended many bad cases with great suc-
cess. . A Mrs. Grover came to his house to be attended, who
liad the dropsy. She had been given over by her doctor as in-
curable, and was so much swelled as to be blind, and her body
and limbs in proportion. Mr. Smith undertook her case under
my direction, and carried her through a course of the medicine
every day for nine days, and then occasionally once or twice a
week till she was cured. She was thus attended under my in-
spection for three weeks, and in four was entirely cured; for
which she gave Mr. 8mith about forty dollars. ' In this case I
did a great part of the labor and he got the pay. About the
third time of carrying her through a course of the medicine, [
was abseat; her symptoms appeared unfavorable, and he got
frightened ; a nurse woman, to whom I had given  information,
and who had more experience than he had, came to his assist-
ance, and by using injections relieved her. and prevented morti-
fication. The circumstance of this woman proving that she
was forward of him in information, seemed to fix in Mr. Smith’s
mind a dislike to her ever after, as his subsequent treitment of
her will show, the particulars of which will be hereafter related.
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Another case was of a man that came to his house, who was
in a declining way, and had taken a-great quantity of physic
before he came, which would not operate. On taking my me.
dicine, as soon as he began to be warm, so as to cause motion
in his bowels, the physic he had before taken operated and run
him down with a relax; then the dysentery set in and he suffer-
ed much with pain and had discharges of blood. I gave Mr.
Smith directions to use injections, to clear his bowels of can-
ker and prevent mortification; but he neglected 1t until I hed
told him three days in succession, He then got alarmed and
sent for me; but before I arrived he had given an injection
which had relieved the patient. He remained and was attended
about three weeks and went home in a comfortable state of
health. . This man paid Mr. Smith about thirty dollars,

About the same time a man by the n>me of Jennings applied
to Mr. Smith, whe had lost the use of one of his arms by the
theumatism. e had been attended by the doctor for nine
months, and had been given over by him as incurable. His arm
was perished,and was in poor circumstanees, having paid all
he bad to the doctor; he wanted relief, but said he eould pay
nothing for it unless he was cured, so that he could earn some-
thing by his labor. Mr. Smith asked me if I was willing to
assist to cure him on these terms, to which I zgreed. We car-
ried him thronugh a course of the medicine and steaming twice
or three times a week for four weeks, when a cure was eflfected,
The last time he was carried through was on election day, and
he expressed a wish to go on the. Common in the afternoon, to
which I gave encouragement. The medicine was done about
ten o’clock; he was then steamed and washed all over with pep-
per-sauce. He complained bitterly of the heat and. threw him-
self on the bed; I took a tea-spoonful of good cayenne, and
put in two spoonfuls of pepper-sauce and gave it him to take.
This raised the inward heat so much above the outward, that in
two minutes he was comfortable; and 1n the aftérnoon he went
on the common. His arm was restored and he was well frem
that time; he afterwsrds, as T have been informed, paid Mr.
Smith forty dollars for the cure.

A Mrs. Burleigh came to his house about this time, who had
the rheumatism very badly, so that her joiits were grown out of
plece; and I assisted in attending her. She had never tuken
much medicine, which made it the easier to cure her; as we
had nothing to do but remove the disease, without having ta
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_ €lear the system of poisonous drugs, as is the case in most of

those who apply for relief in complaints of long standing. She
was carried through the medicine several times and ste mel;
the last time [ attended her, and gave the medicine three times
as usual, which rasied a lively perspiration and a fresh color,
showing an equal and natural circulation; but did not sicken
or cause her to vomit, as is the case most generally. I mention
this to show that the emetic qualities of the medicine will not
operate where there is no disease. She was then steamed and
washed, and went out of doors, being entirely cared - of her
complaint, ]

Sometime the last of April or first of May, a woman that was
a relation of the nurse, who assisted Mr. Smith, and of whoin
I have before spoken, hired a room of him and moved into his
house, and the nurse lived with her. She had more experience
than he had; Ihad put the utmost confidence in her, and she
hiad in many instances proved her superiority in a knowledge of
the practice over him. = A singular circumstance took place, the
pirticulars of which 1 shall relate and leave the reader to make
his own inferences. Sometime in  May, while I boarded with
Mr. Smith, I lost my pocket book, which contained upwards of
thirty dollars in bank bills, and notes to the amount of five
huandred dollars. I made strict search for it, and advertised in
the papers, but have never gained any information of it or the
contents to this day. It was in my coat pocket, and I could
think of no way in which T had been. exposed, or could lose i,
exceptin his house. Ilost it between Friday night and Monday
morning, during which time [ attended a woman in his cham-
ber, and several times had my cont off; which appeared to me to
be the only time that it could be taken, or-that I could lose it.
The only persons present in the room were Mr. Smith and his
wife, and the nurse; I had no suspicions of any person at the
time, About ten days afier, being alone with Mr. Smith, he
asked me if I ever mistrusted the nurse being dishonest. 1 told
him no, for if I had I should not have introduced her #s a nurse,
He then said that there had been a number of thefts committed
since she had been in the house, both from him and other peo-
ple, and named the articles and circumstances. IHe further
gaid that the girl who lived with him had said that she thought
the nurse wis as likely totake my pocket book asto take the
things she had undoubtedly stolen. The circumstances which
herelated and the interest he seemed to take in my loss, con-
vinced me beyond a doubt that Izhis woman had taken my pro-
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perty. During this converastion with him, he said, that if she
did not move out of the house he would, The consequence

was that the family moved out of his house, and 1 dismissed
* the nurse from having any more to do with my practice. - Since
Mr. Smith has taken to himself the le:d in my system of pric:
tice, he has acknowledged, that he has become convinced beyond
a doubt, that this woman was net guilty of taking the things
which she had been accused of; without assigning any rezson,
as | have been able to learn, for his having aliered his npinicn,

Durning the time the above circumstances happened, his son
Ira came home, after being absent about four years; but was no$
treated with that affection a child expects to receive in a father’s
house, he was sent off' to seek lodgings where he could. + About
twelve o’clock he returned, not being able to obtain lodgings,
and called up a young man who boarded with Mr. Smith, m de
a bitter complaint, on account of the tretment he rece ved frcm
his father, which he attributed to be owing to the influence of
his mother-in law; he took a phial and drank fromi‘, and soon
after fell on the floor. The young man being alarmed, aw:ked
his father, and informed him of the circumstance; before he
gotto his son he was senseless, and stiff in every jomnt. I was
in bed in the house, and Mr. Smith came immediately to me,
and requested my assistance, said that he expected Ira had kill-
ed hmmself. He showed me the phial and asked what had been
in it—1I told him it had contained laudanum. 1 gotup as soon
as possible and on going down, met Mr. Smith and the young
man bringing Ira up stairs. I directed them to lay him on the
hearth, and took abottle from my pocket, which contained a
strong preparation of Nos. 1, 2, and 6—took his head between
my knees, his, jaws being set, and put my firger letween his
cheek and teeth, and poured in some of the medicine from the
bottle; assoon as it reached the glinds of his throat, his jaws
became lgosed, and he swellowed some of 1t—in five minutes
he vomited—in ten he spoke—in one hour he wisclear of the
effects of the opium, and the next d:y was well. After this the
affection of the father seemed in some measure to return; he
cloithed him, took him to Taunton and introduced him into
practice as an assistant,  He did very well till his mother-in-law
arrived there, when a difficulty took place between them, #nd he
went off. His father advertised him, forbidding «ll persons
from trusting him on his account. He was absent four years,
when he returned again to his father’s house, and was received
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“in the same cold and unfeeling manner as before, was not
allowed to stay in the house, but was obliged to seck an asylum
among strangers. He staid in town several days, became de-
jected, in consequence, as he said, of the tréatment he had met
with at his father’s house, went over to Charlestown, took a
quantity of laudanum, and was found near thé monument sense-
less; wis carried to the alms-house, wheré he died, and was
buried from there.

I continued with Mr. Smith, as has heen before mentioned,
giving him instruction, till the first of June, when I appointed
him agent; with authority to sell family rights and medicine.
An agreement was drawn up and signed by both parties, in
which it was stipulated, that I was to furnish him with medicine,
and allow him 25 per cent. for selling; and he was to have 50
per cent. for all the rights he sold; which was ten dollars for
each right, for giving the necessary information to those who
purchased, and collecting the pay. His principal dependence
at this time was upon me and the practice, for his support. He
paid me one half of what he received for family rights as he
sold them. The first of July, I contemplated going home to
get in my hay; but Mrs. Smith, expecting to be confined soon,
was very urgent that I should stay till after she was sick, which
detained me three weeks. I stail accordingly and attended
har throngh her #ickness, for which thev gave me ‘great credit
and praise at the time. I then went home to attend to my farm
and gst iy hay; after which 1 returnea 6 Boston,and in the
fall went to Cape Cod, to attend to some business there, and
on my return to Boston, I found Mr. Smith’s youngest child
sick with the quinsy, or rattles; he had done all he could and
given it over todie. 'The woman had taken charge of the child,
after he had given it up, and had given it some physic. When
1 saw the child T gave some encouragement of a cure,.and they
were very desirous of me to do something for it. I told them
they had done very wrong in giving any physic, for it was
strictly against my orders to ever give any physic, in cases where
there was canker. They ohserved that there was no appearance
of canker. I told them it would never appear when they gave
physic, forit would remain inside, till mortification decided the
contest. v

I began with the child by giving No. 2, which caused violent
strugales and roused it from the stupid state in which it had
laid, until the moisture appe-red in the mouth; then gave some
No. 3, steeped, and Nos. 1, and 2, to start the canker, and cause
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it to vomit.  This scon gave relief. The women who werd
present accused me of the greatest cruelly, becanse I bronght
the child out of its stupid state, and restored its sense of fceling,
by which means the hife of the child wes saved, The next
morning its mouth was as white as paper with canker; they
were then all satisfied that [ knew the child’s situation Lest, and
that I had saved its life. I considered the child so much
relieved, that the father and mother would bte able to restore it
to perfect. health, left it in their care and went out of town. 1
refurned the next dzy about nccr, 2rnd found that they had
again given it up to die; its throat wus so filled with canker that
it had not swallowed any thing for four hows. I wes in sus-
pense whether to do any thing for the child or not; but told the
father and mother I thought if it was mine, [ would not give it
up yet; they wished me to try.+ I took some small quills from
a wing, and stripped themn, except about three quariers of an
inch at the point, tied several of them together, which made a
swab, dipped it in canker tea, and began by washing the moutl;;
then rinsing it with cold water—then weshed with the tea again,
putting the swab down lower in the throat which caused it to
gag, and ‘while the throat was open, put it down the swallow,
and took off scales of canker, then rinsed again with ccld water.
Soon as it could swallow, gave some tea of Ne. 2, a tea-spoon-
ful at a time, and it soon began to struggle for breath, end ap-
‘peared to be in great distress, similar to a drowned person com-
ing to hfe, — Inits strugeling for breath discharged considerable
phlegm from its nose and mouth; 1 tiien gave some more of
the emetic with canker tea, which operated favorably; in two
hours it was able to nurse and it soon got well, to the great joy
of the father and mother, who said that the life of the child
was saved by niy perseverance,

Scon after this child got well, which wes in the fall of the
year 1817, Mr. Smith moved to Taunton. Previous to his
removal a man from that place by the name of Eddy applied to
him to be cured of a bad humor, caused by taking mercury,
I assisted in attending upon him part of the time. Mr. Smith
began with him, and on the turn of the disorder, the man and
lie got frightened and sent for me. e had Leen kept as hot as
e could bear, with the medicine, for six hours, which increased
the heat of the body sufficient to overpower the cold, the heat
tarned inward and drove the cold on the outside; this produccs
such a sudden change in the whole system, that a persen unac-
quainted with the practice would suppose they were dying; but

:



OF SAMUEL THOMSON. 125

there is no danger to be apprehended, if proper measures are
taken and persevered in by keeping up the inward heat. In
such cases steaming is almost indrspensable; for which reason I
have been obliged to steam the patient in most cases where the
complaint has been of long standing, especially when much
mercury has been taken, as nothing will make it active but heat.
This man soon got well and returned home.

I furnished Mr. Smith with a stock of medicine, and in the
winter paid him a visit, found him in full practice and Mr, Eddy
assisting him. I carried with me a quantity of medicine,
renewed his stock, and stored the remainder with him. He had
sold several rights, and was very successful in his practice,
which caused great alarm among the doctors; they circulated
all kinds of false and ridiculous reports about his practice, to
break him up; but not succeeding, they raised a mob and twice
broke open Mr. Smith’s house, in his absence, and frightened
his family.

In the spring of this year Mr. Smith moved to Scituate, to
preach there and attend to practice; and the medicine left with
him, I consigned to Mr. Eddy by his recommendation. The
amount of the medicine was about one hundred dollars, and T
sent him a note for twenty dollars, which he collected, and
afterwards went off, and I lost the whole amount. During this
season I went to Plymouth to visit some there who had bought
family rights, and returned by the way of Scituate, in order to
visit Mr. Smith, look over his books, and have some settlement
with him. Thad let him have medicine as he wanted it, trusting
him to give me credit for what he sold or used. 1 think he had
given me credit, so that the balince due me at this time, for
what he had, was four hundred dollars. ~ Ile was unable to pay
me any thing and I returned to Boston.

Mr. Smith afterwards removed his family to Boston, and in
the fall of the year 1818, hesaid that he was not able to pay me
any money; but he would let me have such things as he could
spare. I was disposed to be as favorable towards him as I could
and took what he chose to offer at his own price. He let me
have two old watches, at one hundred dollars, and an old mare
at eighty, which was for medicine at cash prices. I gave him all
the chance of selling rights and medicine, in hopes that he
would be able to do better by me. I often had requested him
to deliver lectures on my system of practice, as this had been a
favorite object with me in appointing him agent; but never
could prevail with him to do aIr:y thing in that way. Another

2
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important arrangement I had made with him was, that he was
to assist me in preparing for the press, a work to contain a nar-
rative of ‘my life, and a complete description of my whole sys-
tem. I had written itin the best manner I could, and depended
on him to copy it off and prepare it in a correct manner to be
printed; but he put me off from time to time, and was never
ready to attend to it. All this time 1 never had amy suspicion
.of his having a design to wrong me, by usurping the whole lead
of the business, and turning every thing to his own advantage.
I continued to keep medicine at his house, which he had frce
access to, and took it when he pleased, giving me credit for it
according to his honesty. There was two or three thousand
dollars worth ata time, in the house. Ile charged me three
dollars per week for board, for ail the time 1 was at his house,
after lie returned from the country; and he had given me credit
for only eighty dollars for medicine the year past. On a settle-
ment with him at this time, (1819) he owed me about four hun-
dred dollars; I asked him for a due-bill for the bulance, but he
refused to give one—and said that Mr. Eddy had received two
hundred dollars worth of the medicine, for which he had receiv-
ed nothing, and he ought not to pay forit. Iagreed to lose one
helf of it, and allowed one hundred dollars the scme as if I
had received cash of him. I took a memorandum from his
hook of what was due me, which was all I had for security.—
In the fall of the year 1820, I had another settlement with Mr,
&mith, and he owed me about four hundred dollars, having re-
ceived no meney of him the year past. Ile told me that all the
property he had was a horse and chaise, and that if Idid not
have it somebody else would. . I took the horse and chaise at
three hundred dollars, and the hundred dollars I agreed to al-
low on Mr, Eddy’s account, made us, according to his accounts,
about square, as to the medicine he had given me credit for.—
He made out a statement of fifty-seven family rights that he
had sold at twenty dollars each, twenty-three of which he had
never paid me any thing for; his plea for not paying me for them
was, that he had not received his pay of those who had bought
them. His agreement with me was, that he should account to
' me for ten dollars, for each right sold, and he was to have ten
dollars each for colleeting the money and giving the necessary
information to the purchasers,
In the winter of 1819, I went to Philadelphia, and previous
to my going madearrangements with Mr. Smith to publish a new
edition of my book of directions; we reviged the former edi-

i
.



OF SAMUEL THOMSOXN, 127

.

tion and made such additions as we thought would Le nceessary
to give a complete and full description of my system, and the
manner of preparing and using the medicine; and I directed
him to secure the copy-right according te law; I left the whole
care with him, to arrange the matter, and have it printed. On
my return to Beston in March, he had got it done: but in a man-
ner very unsatisfactory to me, for he had left out twelve pages
of the most useful part of the remarks and directions, and it
was otherwise very incorrectly and badly printed. I asked him
the reason of this, and he said a part of the copy had got mis-
laid, and the printer had not done his work well. ~1bad no idea
at the time, that he had any design in having this pamphlet
printed in the manner it was; but his subsequent conduet would
justify the belief, that he had previous to this, formed a plan to
usurp the whole of my system of practice, and turn every thing
to his own adventage; for he has since attempted to satisfy the
pablic that my system was no system; and has brought forward
this very book, which was printed under his own inspection and
arranged by him, as a part of his proof that I was incgpable of
managing my own discoveries, and of communicating the ne-
cessary information in an intelligible manner to make my sysfert
of practice useful to those who purchase the rights. Itis a
well known fact, that some of the most essential parts of the
directions was to be verbal; and I had allowed him ten dollars
each, to give the proper insiruction to ail those to whom he sold
the rights.

Another circumstance that T have recently found out, goes to
show a dishonesty in design, to say the least of it. He depos-
ited the title-page of the above mentioned pamphlef, and ob-
tained a certificate from the clerk, in the name of Elias Smith
as proprietor, and caused it to be printed in the name of Samuel
Thomson as author and proprietor. What his intentions were
in thus publishing a false certificate, I shall not attempt to ex-
plain; but leave the reader to judge for himself. If I had
been taken away, he possibly might have come forward -and
cleimed under it a right to all my discoveries, and eventuzlly
to substitute himself in my place as sole proprietor. From that
time he neglected the sale of rights, and turned his attention
mostly fo pracfice and preparing his own medicine. During the
summer of 1820, he employed Mr. Darling to assist him in
practice and prepare medicine, and while with him he prepared
thirty-eight bottles of the rheumntic drops, which by agreement
he was to have of me; he also directed him to take the mates
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rials from my stock, which wasin his house, and prepared twen{y
five pounds of composition, and this was kept a secret from me.
The reason he gave Mr. Darling for not having medicine of me
according to his agreement, was, that he owed me so much now
that he was afraid he should never be able to pay me. Ithought
bis taking the preparing and selling my medicine to himself,
‘was a very singular way to pay an old debt.

In May 1820, Mr. Smith collected together those in Boston
who had bought rights of me or my agents, and formed them
intoa society, under a new name; he wrote a constitution,
which they signed; and the members paid one dollar entrance
and were to pay 124 cents per month assessment, for which he
promised them important instructions and cheap medicine.—
He was appointed president and treasurer, and after he had ob-
tained their money, the meetings were discontinued and the so-
ciety was broken up in the course of nine months, In this he
appears to have taken the lead of all those who had purchased
the rights of me and make them tributary to himself.

In November I returned from the country and found that he
had advertised, without my knowledge or consent, in the Herald,
a periodical work published by him at that time, “proposals for
publishing by subscription, a book to contain the whole of the
system and practice discovered by Samuel Thomson, and se-
cured to him by patent—The price to subscribers to be five dol-
lars—By Elias Smith.””> This mostly stopped the sale of rights,
for no one would purchase a right of me or my agents, at twenty
dollars, when they had the promise of them at five. Iwentto him
to know what he meant by his conduct, in issuing these prope-
sals; he plead innocence and said he had no improper design in
doing it.

I was now underthe necessity of doing something, in order
to counteract what had been done by Mr. Smith, i publishing
the above proposals: and came to the determination to issue
new proposals for publishing a narrative of my hife as far as re-
lated to my practice, with a complete description of my system
of practice in curing disease, and the manner of preparing and
using the medicine secured to me by patent; the price to sub-
scribers to be ten dollars, including the right to each of using
the same for himself and family. Mr. Smith undertook to
write the proposals and get them printed ; after they were struck
off, I found he had said in them, by Samuel Thomson and
Eliag Smith; all subscribers to be returned to him. 1 asked
him what he meant by putting his name with mine—he said in
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erdet to get more subscribers. [ said no mere ab‘out itat that
time, and let them be distributed:

When I settled with him the last time, I asked him wbhat he
would charge me to prepare my menuscript for the press; he
said he thought we were to write it together; I asked him what
made him think so; he said because his name was on the pre-
posels with mine; I admitted this—Dbut told him the reasons Le
had assigned for putting his name to it, without my consent cr
knowledge, 1Ile then intimated that he thought Lie was to be a
pariner with me, I asked him what I ever had of him to entitle
him to an equal right to all my discoveries. 'To this he made
no reply; butsaid he would write it, and we would agree upen
a price afterwards—1I told him nc—I must know his price first.
He said he could not ' tell within fifiy dollars. T then told him
we would 1y no more about it. This conversation, together
with his conduct in regard to the propestls, convinced me be-
yond all doubt, that his design wus to destroy me and take the
whole business to himself. I felt unwilling to trust him any
longer, and took all my books and manuscripts from his house.
i1 sunseqguent conduct towards me has fully justified all any
suspicions, and left no room for a doubt, that his inteniions were
to take every advantage of me in his power, and usurp my whole
system of practice.

My system of practice and the credit of my medicine, were
never in a more-prospergus, condition, then when I began witia
Mr. Smith, to instruct him in aknowledge of 2ll my discover-
ies and expenence in curing disease; and appointed him agent.
The people wherever it became known, were every day becom-
ing convinced of its utility, and the medicine was in great de-
mand——family rights sold readily, and every thing seemed to
promise,complete success in diffusing a general knowledge of
the practice among all classes of the people; but under his
management, the whole of my plans have been counteracted,
and my anticipations in a great measure have been frustrated.
By his conduct towards me, in his attempt to take the lead of
the practice out of my hands, and destroy my credit with the
public, has not only been a serious loss to me in a pecuniary
point of view, but the people at large are deprived of the bless~,
ings that might be derived by a correct knowledge of my dis-"
coverics; and have in their power to relieve theinselves from
sickness and pain with a trifling expense, and generations yet
umborn be greatly benefitted thereby.

E
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I tried to get a settlement with Mr. Smith, for the medicine
he had prepared and sold, and also for the rights he had not ac-
counted to me for, with the affairs that remained unadjusted be-
tween us; but could not get him to do any thing about it—and
finding there was no chance of obtaining an honorable settle-
ment with him, about the first of February, 1821, I took all my
medicine from his house, and discontinued all connection or
concern with him. I was then, after waiting.about four years
for him to assist me in writing; which was one of my greatest
objects in appointing him agent, obliged to publish a pamphlet,
in which I gave some of the principles upon which my system
was founded, with explanations and directions for my practicey
and also to notify the public that T had appointed other agents,
and caution all persons against trespassing on my patent.

He continued to practice and prepare medicine, bidding me
defiance. I made several attempts to get an honorable settle-
ment with him, without success. Iemployed three persons to
go to him and offer to settle all our difficulty by leaving it 10 a
reference; but he refused to do any thing; continued to tres-
pass, and made us of every means to desiroy my character by
ibusive and [ ise reports concerning my conduct, both in regard
to my practice and private character. Finding that I could get
no redress from him, I put an advertisement in the papers, giv-
ing notice that I had deptived him of 1l autherity as my agent;
and cautioning the public against receiving any medicine or in-
formation from him under any authority of mine. He iedonn-
led his diligence in trespassing, and prepared the medicine and
advertised it for sale under different names from what I had call-
ed it. I found there was no other way for me to do, but to ap-
peal to the laws of my country for justice, and brought an ac-
tion against him for a trespass on my patent, to be tried at the
Circuit Court, at the October term, 1821. The action was con-
tinued to May term, when it was called up and the judge de-
cided that the specifications in the patent were improperly made
.out, not being sufficiently explicit to found any actionupon. In
conseqrence of which, I had to become non-suited, and stop all
farther proceedings 2gainst him, till T could make out new spe-
cifications and obtain a new patent from the government.

Mr. Smith has lately published a book, in which he has given
my system of practice, with directions for preparing and using
the vegetable medicine secured to me by patent, and my plan of
treatment in curing disease as far as he knew it. In the whole
of this work there 1s not one prmciple laid down, or one idea
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suggested, except whatis taken from other authors, but what he
has obtained from my written or verbal instructions; and still
he has the effrontery to publish it to the world as his own dis-
covery, without giving me any credit whatever, except he has
condescended to say, that “Simuel Thomson has muade some
imperfect discoveries of disease and medicine, but has not re-
duced any thing to a regular system.” This assertion will ap-
pezr so perfectly ridiculous to all those who have any knowledge
of my practice, that I shall forbear making any comment upon
it.  Itis true that he had made alterationsia the names of some
of the preparations of medicine; but the articles used and the
manner ~f using them is the same as mine, It isalso a well
known fact, that he had no knowledge of medicine, or of cur-
ing disense, until I instructed him; and if what he says be true,
the eilect has been very remarkable, in as much as his magneti-
cal attraction has drawn all the skill from me to himself, by
which he has taken upon himself the title of physician, and
left me nothing but the appellation of Mr. Thomson, the imper-
fect projector, v

I have been more particular in describing Mr. Smith’s con-
duct, because it has been an important crisis in the grand plun
for which I have spent a great part of my life, and suffered much,
to bring about; that of establishing a system of medical prac-
tice, whereby the people of this highly favored ceuntry may
have a knowledge of the means by which they can at all times
relieve themselves from the diseases incident to our country, by
a perfectly safe and simple treatment, and thereby relieve them-
selves fromn a heavy expense, as well as the often dangerous con-
sequences arising from the employing those who make use of
poisonous drugs and other means, by which they cause more
disease than they cure; and in which I consider the public as
well as myself have a deep interest. Ihave endeavored fo make
a correct and faithful st:tement of his conduct, and the treat-
ment I have received from him; every particular of which can
be substantiated by indisputable testimony if necess'ry. I now
appeal to the public, and more particularly to all who have been
benefitted by my discoveries, for their aid and countenance, in
supporting my just rights against all encroachments, and se-
curing to me my claims to whatever of merit or distinction I"
am honorably and justly entitl .d. While T assure them that I
am not to-be disconr ged or diverted from my grnm_i object by
opposition, or the dishonesty of those who deal deceitfully with
me; but shall persevere in-all honorable and fair measures fo ag;,
complish what my life has principally been spent in ﬁ;lhlllpga
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ADDITIONS TO SECOND EDITION—MNov. 1825,

Since the first edition of my narrative was published, some
circumstances have occurred, which 1 think werth relating; and
shall, therefore, continue to give the reader an account of all
those things relating to my system of practice, and the success
it has met with, up to the present time,

After having failéd in my attempt to obtain justice, by prose-
cuting Elies 8Smith for trespass, as has been before related, I
found it necessry to adopt some new plan of procedure in order
to meet the universal cpposition I have 1o all cases met witly,
from not only the medical faculty, but from all those who be-
long to what are called the learned: professions: Judge Story
decided that the action could not be'sustained, because the spe-
cifications in my patent were not so explicit as to determine
what my claim was. He said it contained a number of recipes |
which no doubt were very valuable; but I did not say what part \
of it I clammed as my own invention. How far this opinion was
goverred by a preconcerted ‘plan to prevent me from maintain-
ing my cliim as the original inventor of a system of practice,
and proving its utility m a court of justice, it would not be pro-
per for me to say; but I have an undoubted right to my cwn
opinion on the subject; besides I had it from very high author-
ity at the time, that this was the fict, and that T should always
find all my efforts to support my claim, frustrated in the sime
manner. When I obtained my patent, I had - good legal advice
in making out the specifications, besides it was examined and
approved by the Attorney Genersl of the United States;and it |
was said at the time of the trial, by several gentlemen learned |
in the law, to be good; and that the very nature and meaning
of the patent was, that the compounding and using the articles
specified in manner therein set forth, was what1 claimed as my
invention., ; :

There was, however, no other way for me to do, but to obtain \
another patent; and immediately after the above decision, T set
about getting one that would meet the objection that had been
made to the first. In making new specifications, I had the as-
sistance of several gentlemen of the law and others, and every
precaution was taken to have them according to law ; but wheth-
er my second patent will be more successful than the first, time
must determine. It embraces the six numbers, composition or
vegetable powders, nerve powder and the application of steam |
{0 raise perspiration; and to put my claim beyond doubt, I ad-

» R { 4 ! { X
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del at the end as follows, viz:—“The preparing and compound-
ing the forezoing vegetable medicine, in manner as herein de-
seribed, and the admimstering them to cure diseise, as herein
1.:1entmne(!, together with the use of steam to produce perspira-:
tion, I claim as myown invention.” My second patent is dated
January 28, 1823.

In obtaining a patent, it was my principal object to get the
protection of the government against the machinations of my
enemies, more than to take advantage of a monopoly; for in
selling family rights, I convey to the purchaser the information
gained by thirty years practice, and for which I am paid a sum
of money as an equivalent. This 1 should have a right to do if
there was no patent in the case. Those who purchase the right
have all the advantages of my experience. and also the right to
the use of the medicine, secured to me by patent, and to the
obtaining and preparing it for themselves, ‘without any emolu-
ment to me whatever. ~And in all the numerous coses where I
have sold rights, there hus been very few instances where any
objections have been made to paying for them, where nofes had
been given, and these were by tliose who had been persuaded
by men opp osed to.me and my practice, and who had interested
views in doing all the injury they could; but where suits have
been commenced to recover on notes given for rights, it has
been decided that the demand is good in law, and the plea set
up of no value received, is not valid; because the inf rmaticn
given, and the advantages received, is a yaluable consideration,
without any reference to the patent right. Inall cases where.a
person possesses valuable information from his own experience
or ingenuity, there can be no reason why he should not have a
right to sell it to another as well as any other property; and that
all contracts made in such cases shonld not be binding, provided
there is no fraud or deception used. ¥

When a suitable opportunity otfers, I shall avail myself of my
patent rights, for the purpose of stoppinZ the people being
imposed upon by those who pretend to practice by my system,
having no authority from me, and have not a correct knowledge
of the subject; but are tampering with 8}l kinds of medicines
‘to the injury of their patients and the great detriment of the
‘credit of my system of practice; for when' they heppen to be
successful, they arrogate to themselves great credit for the cure;
but when the patients die, it is all laid to the door of my system.
The doctors are ready enough 'o ayail themselves og {hese
casesyand to publish exaggeru;&d accounts of them, to” preju-
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dice the minds of the people against me. Whenever I again
make an attempt to vindicate my rights, by appealing to the
laws of my country, I am determined, if possible, to tuke su
measures as shall 33ch me a fair chance to obtain justice. A
1askis to have a'fair opportunity to prove my medicine to be
new and useful, which is all the law requires’to make the patent
valid. In doing this I shall spare no expense to bave the most
able counsel in the country engaged, and shall not stop at any
decision against me, till cairied w0 the highest judicial tribunal
in the country, =
Itisa matter of much gratulation to me, and a balm for all
my sufferings, that my system of practice is fost gaining ground
in all parts of the countiy. 'The people wherever it is intro-
duced, take a lively interest in the cause, and family rights sell
rapidly; and all who purchase give much credit to the supeior
and beneficial effects of the medicine above all others, - The
prejudices of those who'have been opposed to it seem to be fast
wearing away before the light of reason and commen sense.
A number of gentlemen eminent for their scientific researches
and usefulness in society, have become advocates for the cause;
and although’they may not be perfectly converted so as to give
up all their former opinions, yet they allow that the system is
ingenous ard philosophical, andjthat the practice is new and safe.
"In introducing my new mode of practice to the people of this
country, I have never sought the patronage or assistance of the
great; and the success it has' met with has been altogether
owing to its own merit, * There has been no management, or
arts, used to deceive or to flatter the vanity of any one; but in
all cases have endeavored to convisce by demonstrating the
trath, by the most plain and simple method of practice, to effect
the object aimed at, and to cure disease by such means as I
thought would cause the least trouble and expense. This pro-
bably has been one of the greatest causes of the opposition I
have met with from the people; for they have so lcng been in
the habit of being gulled by designing men, and the ostenta-
tious show of pempous declarations and high sounding words,
‘backed b'y the recommendations of those they have flattered
and degeived, that nothing brought forward in a plain and sim-
ple dress seems worthy of notice. If Ihad adopted a more
deceptive plan, to suit the follics of the times, I might have

been more successful; but # am satisfied 1 should have been
less useful. vt “
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_ *T*here 15 one thing which I think cannot be matter of doubt,
that [have been the cause of awakening a spirit of inquiry
among tl}e people of this country, into the medical practice and
the fushionable manner of treatment in curing disease, from
which great- benafits will be. denved to the community. Many"
new contrivances and plans have been introduced by different
men, by the use of vegetables, which unquestionably have taken
their origin from my practice. When I began to make use of
steim, a great deal of noise was made about it throughout the
country, and I was called the Stezming and Sweating doctor by
way of ridicule, It was even stated by the doctors that I
steuned and sweat my patients to death,” This no doubt led
some inzenious men to investigate the subject by experiments,
and on discovering that it was uscful in restoring health to the
adlicted, partical uly in serofulous complaints, different contriv-
ances have ben introduced 1o apply steam to the sick. Jen-
ning’s vapor bath was highly recommended afd considerably
nsxd a fow yours ago;-bat it his been foand not to be safe 1n
cases where there 1s a high state of inflammation, without the
wse of . my m2licine to first produce an equilibrium the sys-
tem. A min by the nime of Whitlaw Ins lately introduced what
he calls his medicated vapor bath, which has made considerable
stir among the medical facuity; :

It se>ms that this Mr. Whitlaw, from whatT can learn of him
from his publication, about six years ago, went from this coun-
try to England, and there introduced a new system of practice
and became celebrated in curing all kinds of scrofulous com-
plaints and diseases of the glands, by means of his method of
applying steam and the use of decoctions from American vege-
tables.  How he got his knowledge, or what first induced him
{0 fix upon this plan, Tknow not; but it scems as far as T can
naderstand him, that he has adopted my system of practice as
fir as he has been able to get a knowledge of it. Ilesayssome-
thing about gaining his knowledge from an Indian in this coun-
try; but this is too stale to require any notice. Oune of the
aront pr".nci.p‘.:r; upon which my systemis founded, 1s th.at all
disease originates in obstructions in the glands, and if not
removed becomes serofalous; and the only remedy is to remove
the ohstructions by raising p:rspiruion by steam and hot medi-
cine. Inall my practice for nearly for forty ye s, there h"is been
nothing that Lhve succeedad more completely in, than m:a cure
of serofulons complaints, suchas silt rheam, St. Anthony’s fire,
saalt heads, cancers, king’s evil, thenmatism and consumpiions
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1t appears that thé above gentleman has met with great sic>
cess in England, and that he has had thie support and patronage
of many of the first men in the kingdom, who have liberally
contributed t8 the support of an asylum for the cure of the®

yor, and that hig success has given universal satisfiction.—
And it also appears that he has met with abuse from the medical
ficulty, both there and in this country. 'This was to be expect-
ed, and is the best evidence of its utility. 1 feel no enmity
towards those who are benefiting by my. discoveries, and it gives
me much pleasure to think that Thave been instrumental in
introducing a new system of medical practice, by which I feel
confident so much benefit will be derived, by relieving in a great
measure, the sum of human misery. But I think those gentle-
men who have gained any knowledge from my practice, for
which I have suffered so much for introducing, cught, in justice,
to allow me some eredit for the discovery.

{t has been my misfortune to meet with not only opposition
i my practice, but to suffer many wrongs from some with whom
I have had dealings, eand this in many cases-whero those who
have attempted to injure me were among those that I considered
under obligations to me. - I have related a number of cases in
the course of my narrative; but the disposition in many, still
seems to continue. In selling family rights, I have always been
as liberal to purchasers as they could wish, particularly where I
was convineed their circumstances made it inconvenient for
them to pay the money down; and have been in the habit of
taking notes payable at a convenient time. 'This has.cccasioned
me considergble loss; but in most cases the purchasers have
shown a disposition to pay if in their power, have treated me
with a proper respect, and have been grateful for the favor; with
these I have been satisfied, and no one has had reasen to com-
plain of my want of generosity towards them. There have Leen
some, however, who have taken a different ceurse, and have not
anly refused to comply with their contract; but have, notwith-
standing - they bhave continued to use the medicine, turned
agamst me and have tried to do me all the harm in their power,
Such conduct has caused me sofne considerable vexation and
trouble. »

At the time I failed’ in my “attempt against Elias Smith, in
consequence of the decision egainst the correctness of the
specifications of my patent, as has been before related, T bad a
number of notes for rights sold, among them were two against
a person, who had previously expressed great zeal in my cause;
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for a right for himself and one for his friend.  During the
pending of the trial, he took sides with Smith; and after the
decision, came to the conclusion, or, as I suppose, was told by
Smith, that the notes could not be collected by law, and refused
to pay them. I did not wish to put him to cost and therefore
lot the business rest, in hopes he would think better of it and
pay m= according to contract; but after waiting until the notes
were nearly oatlawed, and he still refusing to pay, 1 pnt one of
them in suit, and the action was tried before the Boston Police
Court. The defence set up was, that the contract was vold, in
consequence of the failure of the patent; and also that there
was no valie received.

T'he trinl was before Mr. Justice Orne, and was managed by
M¢. Morse, for the plaintiff, and Mr. Merrill, for the defendant.
Ox this trial, as on all others in which I have been engaged,
there ssemed 1o be the same fixed prejudice against me and my
system of praetice. The defendant’s lawyer opened the defence
with all the old slang abont quackery, alluding to the report of
mv trial for murder, and that he was going to make out one of
{he greatest cases of deception and fraud ever known; but when
lie came to hexr the evidence in support of my claim, and the
great eredit given to my medicine and practice, by many respect-
able witnesses, he altered his tone very much, and 1 hope became
convincad of his errongous impressions; and seemed to abandon
this partof the defence, placing his dependence on the question
of law, as the fuilure of the patent. This question the _!udge
saemed not willing to decido alone, and 'the case was continued
fr argament before the full court, on this point.

The case was argued bcfor.e‘the three J u.dge§, who all :dgreed
in the opinion, that the decision of the Circuit Qour@ did not
affect the patent right; but was. a mere suspension, Im conse-
quence of an informolity in the specnﬁc&uons, which did not
debar me from recovering according to the contract. After
this decision another hearing was had, and another attempt made
to prove that the defendant had not been furnished by me with
the necessary information to enable him to practice with safety;
but in this he failed altogether; for it was proved that he.had
the privilege of being a member of the Friendly Botanic Society,
and had also all the advantages that others had, and that hg
did not improve it, Was his own f:}ult. It was also proye_d th?t
he had heen in the constant practice of using the medicine in

his family, and prepared and offered it for sale to others. 1n

the course Qf» the examination, Elias Smith was brought forwa;dJ
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Ly the defendant to prove, as I presume, that I was not capable
of giving information on my own system of practice; Lut thig
testimony was so contradictory, to say the least of it, that it did
more harm than good to the defendant’s cause. There was
also a doctor of the regular order introduced in the defence;
but he seemed to know nothing about the practice or the cuse
before the court, and of course his evidence amounted to very
little, as his opinion upon a subject that he knew nothing about,
was not of much value, and was very properly objected to by
the plaintiff”’s counsel.

In the course of the trial, a great number of gentlemen of
undoubted veracity, were brought forward to prove the utility
of my system of practice, who give the most perfect testimony
in 1ts favor, Several stated, that they were so well convinced
of its superiority over all others, and they were so well satisfied
with the benefits they had derived from its use, that no sum of
money whatever would induce them to be deprived of a know-

edge of it. Among the witnesses, an eminent phlysician of

}Soston, who has on all occasions been very friendly and shown
a warm interest in support of ‘my system of practice, voluntarily
came forward and gave a very fair and candid statement in favor
of its utility, the value of my discoveries, and the important
additions I had made to the Materia Medica.

The judge took several days to make up his judgment, and
finally decided in my favor, giving me the full amount of my
cliim; thus settling the principle, that obligations given for
family rights were good in law. This was the first time I have
ever had a chance to prove the utility of my medicine and Sys-
tem of practice before a court of law; having always before
been prevented by some management of the eourt.

A knowledge of the vegetable medicine that I have Lrought
into use in curing the diseases incident to this country, and what
the faculty call, my “novel mode of practice,” is fast gaining
ground in all parts of the United States; but in no part of it
of late, has it been more completely successful, than in the state
of New York, notwithstanding the viralent opposition the doc-
tors in that state have made to its progress. They have suc:
ceeded in getting a law passed by their legislatare, to put a stop
to quackery, as they call all practice, except by those who get a
diploma from some medical society established by law; depriving
all others the right of collecting their demands for medical prac-
tice; and they have also gon¢ one step further than any other
state, by making it penal for any one who 1s not o l;be regulay
order to sell medicie to the sick; ing a fini

dy- ™
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dollars on all who offend; thus taking away from those who
are so unfortunate as to be sick, all the right of determining
for thqmselves, who they shall employ to cure them, or what
medicine they shall make use of. 'The Medical Society of Penn-
sylvania, made an attempt to get a similar law passed- in that
state; but the good sense of Governor Shultze put a stop to it,
for which he is entitled to great praise. ~After they had managed
to get it through the legislature, he refused to sign it, and re-
turned the bill with his reasons; the principal of which was,
that he considered it altogether unconstitutional; and it is to be
hoped that the enlightened statesman and scholar, now Gover-
nor of New York, will use his influence to stop the interested
and monopolizing schemes of the medical faculty in that im-
‘portant and enterprising state.

The remarkable extension of the practice in the state of New
York, was in a great measure owing to accident; and proves
what I have found to be the case in many other places, that
where 1t has met with the greatest opposition from the fuculty,
the spread of a knowledge of ‘its utility, has been the most
rapid and perminent. In the year 1821, my son, Cyrus Thom-
son, who had settled in Ohio; was passing through the state of
New York, on a visit to his friends; while in M2nlius, he stop-
ped to see a man, who I had authorised to practice, and while
there was requested by him to go and see two patients he had
been requested to attend: both of them had been given over by
the doctors as incurable. One of them was found to be past
help, very little was done for her, and she soon after died. The
other was cured by the usé of the medicine. The death of the
above person was taken advantage of by the doctors, who cir-
culated a report that she was murdered by the medicine that
had been given her. This produced a strong excitement among
the people, who knew nothing about the facts; a warrant was
got through the influence of the doctors; and my son and the
other man were arrested. My son was thrown 1nto prison, and
{he other was pus under bonds of a thousand dollars to appear
at the next court. The first, however, after laying in jail three
days was enabled to give bonds, also, for hig appearance, ;

Being thus prevented from pursuing his journey, he set him-
self down in the town where the above occurrence took place,
and went into practice. The persecutions of the faculty gave
him friends, as it led the people to inquire into their conduct,
and being satisfied of their motives, did all they could to pro-
tect him and increase his practice. His success has been greater
n part of the country, the practice {aving
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spread over a country of more than two hundred miles i ex-
tent; and his success in curing disease has been very great,
having lost but six patients out of iifteen hundred, This has
caused the faculty to follow up their persecutions, in erder to
drive him out of the country; but heis too firmly established
in the good opinions of the people for them to effect their ob-
ject. T have another son established in the practice at Albany,
who has been very successful in introducing the knowledge of
it there; and a number of gentlemen of the first respectability
are taking a strong interest in promoting its success.

A writer has Iately come forward and published a series of
numbers in the Boston Patriot, under the title of “Ecclectic,”
who appears well qualified, and seems disposed to do me and,
my system of practice justice, by laying before the people a cor-
rect view of my case. 'This practice 1s now gaining a respecta-
ble stand in all parts, and particularly in Boston, where Mr,
John Locke has lately established himself and is getting a great
run of practice. He has accommodations to receive patients at
liis house, and is well qualified to give relicf to the siek.

I shall now bring this narrative of those events and circum-
stances that hare taken place in my life, in which the public are
interested, to a close; having stated every particular that I
thought worthy of being recorded, in as concise and plain a
monuer as [ was capable; and am not without a hope that my
endeavors to promote the public good, will be duly appreciated.
Some certificates and statements of coses that have been at-
tended under my system of practice, from these who have been
my agents, or who have purchaged fimily rights and bave had
long experience in the effects produced by a use of my medicine
are subjoined. They furnish much useful information on the
subject, and will convey a'more correct view of the success
which has attended the administéring my medicine, and follow-
ing the mode of treatment récommended by my system of prac-
tice, than could be given in any other manner. Reference has
been made to some of them in the course of the foregoing nar-
rative, and their publication in the work seemed necessary, to
convey a correct knowledge of many statements therein given,
to show the safety and success with which various diseases have
been cured by others, who have had no other knowledge of me-
dicine than the instructions received from me; and will, T trust,
be sufficient to satisfv every reasonable person how easy it
would be for every one to become possessed with the means of
curing themselves of disease, without being under th%necessity‘

of calling the aid of a physician. — il .
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CERTIFICATES AND STATEMENTS,

| CONCERNING THE TREATMENT AND CURE OF DISEASE, USDER
| = THE SYSTEM OF PRACTICE DISCOVERED BY DR. SAMUEL
~ TIIOMSON.

A o]

The following documents have been voluntarily communi-
cated to me by persons of respectable standing in society, as
cvidence of their zeal in promoting a cause in which they take
a deep interest; and on swhom the mostimplicit rcliance may
be placed, for veracity and a thorough knowledge of the subject
upon which they treat. Theyhave been selected from a mass
of evidence that might be produced in support of the utility of
the system; in fact; certificates of the cure of individual cases
might be obtained. sufficient to fill a- large volume, if throught
niecessary ; but the following being accounts of the various kinds
of diséase incident to our country, most of which were con-
sidered desperate, that have been cured m difierent parts of the
country and at different times, and undera variety of circum-
stances, will givo a tolerable fair view of the success with which
the practice has been attended.

A remarkable case of Dysentery, in Jericho, Fermont, in Octo-
ber, 1807.

In September of the year 1807, this disease prevailed, and
was very mortal, so that_but two out of twenty two lived that
were under the care of the regular physicians. The disease
seemed to thireaten general destruction; so that there were not
enough in health to attend the sick. The inhabitants of the
town held a consultation, as to the best mode of procedare, and
agreed to send for Dr. Samuel Thomson, of Surrey, N. 1. one

- hundred and thirty miles distant, which was accordingly done.
In five days he arrived, and I was appointed to wait on him, and
itend through the whole. 4 TR

In three days thirty were commitied to hig care, and in eight
“days, by the use of his medicine, the town was clear of the

 disease, with the loss of twoonly, who were past cure before he
saw them. JOIIN PORTER.

We, the subscribers, citizens of the states of New Hampshire
and Massachusetts, certify—That we have f'or. four years been
personally acquainted with Dr. Thomson, 2nd his medicine, and
mode of practice, and do say, that we have expericaced the

1S
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most safe and speedy relief from complaints common to the iii.
habitants of this climate; suchas Hemiplegy, Consumptions,
Rheumatism, Cholic, Fevers, Stranguary, &e. And that we
are well satisfied with thebenefit we and our acquaintances have
received by being relieved from the above disorders,

ALEXANDER RICE,  STEPHEN NEAL,

JOHN ROGERS, RK,H ARD RICE,
ENNING HALL, HUNKIN LOUD,
JOSHUA JONIS, THOMAS CLAPIHAM.

- This certifies—That 1 have fyom my infancy been afllicted
with the Salt Rheum, and for thirty years have had it very bad,
which from year to year has been growing worse. - But by the
use of Dr. Thomson’s medicines I have been eatirely relieved,
and I believe radically cured. ;
: . ELIZABETH MARSHALL:
Portsmout’, May, 1813,

———

Extract of a certificate from FEastham, CO‘uTI{J of Barnstalle,
Muss. eontaining an account of Dr. Thomson’s Medicine.

In Februay, 1823, the spotted fever first .appeared in the
town; eight persons, heads of fumilies, within one mile of each
other died in about thirty-six hours. In three houses, within
one fourth of a mile, ten persons died. In one house was a
mother and four children. Six physicians in this county at-
tended, but to little or no purpose.  Upwards of forty had died
by the first of May and but few lived who had the fever. In
this month Dr. Thomson was called on for assistance. e sold
the right of using the madicine to several individuals of the
town, and gave them liberty to administer the same to the sick,
T the course of the month; the men who used the medicine, A
relieved upwards of thirty who were secized with this violent
disease, with the loss of }\ul one. #

At the same time and place, those who were attended by the
regular physicians, eleven out of the twelve died.

“The above is authenticated by the names of the following
persoms:

PIINLANDER SHAW, Minister of Eastham.
OBED KNOWLES, one of the Selectmen.
SAMUEL FREEMAN do.

ITARDING KNOWLLES, Justicé of the Peace.
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1

Certificate of the Postmaster of Eastham.

[ do hereby certify that the above statement of mortality in
this town, and the success of Dr. Thomson’s medicine, was
taken from a journal kept in my house, and is correct. :

_~ JOSEPH MAYO,
Agent for the Society, and Postinaster,

This certifies, that at the early age of sizteen, I had a severe
attack of the Rheumatism, which so confined me to my bed,
that I could not bear to be touched or moved, but in the most
casy and gentle manner, being in exquisite pain at times and
extremely sore in every part of my frame. - I contiaued n this
situstion about four months. and though T had the best medical
aid the country afforded at that time, I received little or no bene-
fit, till the opening of the season with 1ts warming and refresh-
ing influence ameliorated my- distressing malady, and it gradu-
ally wore away.

I continued to experience every year similar attacks, though
less severe, of shorter or longer continuance, till in the year
1802 or 3, it returned agaln with unusual and alarming violence.
The best medical aid was employed, a depletive train of reme-
dies prescribed, which I at ence commenced, I was bled, and
the bleeding repeated for several days together; blisters were
applied; strong drastic purges often administered; and my regi-
men very low and spare. Thus one tention of the physicians,
to wit: depletion, was accomplished, for I was greatly reduced
in less than three weeks, and my strength and spirits in the
same degree. And though my pains were removed in a great
measure, yet my wenkness and debility, which were excessive,
seemed to be proportioned to my freedom therefrom, so that I
was very far from a state of health. T was closely confined five
or six months, and it was about two years, before I could
attend to my usual avocations. But all that had been hitherto
tone, by no means removed the cause of my complaint, for I
continned to be assailed in the same manner each successive
year, and confined for weeks together. Till in the year 1808,
I became acquainted with Dr. Samuel Thomson, and by a know-
ledge of his medicine, its use, and the application thereof, I
have always been relieved when assailed, in twelve or fwenty-
four hours to the extent; and have snffered no other confine-
ment from my old malady, or any other, to the present {ime.
}\rly family likewise have experienced the most veneficial effects

&
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from the same medicine, in all the complaints common to ths
part of the country. Ifind it to answer all the purposes tha
medicine can answer, and were it generally used, and its real
value known, chronic complaints which I and so many others
have labored under, so tedious and distressing, would be ban-
ished from the earth. “

Many in the vicinity. where T reside, whose cases were very
difiicult and complicated, to my own personal knowledge, have

&31 restored to perfect:health by this medicine.  Mcre than

ve persons of a consumption I could particularly name; one
of a mortification, one of a dropsy, and one of numb p'xlsy and
others of divers diseases. The cures are truly extraordinary,
and what my ears never heard nor my eyes ever witnessed to be

- done by any other ruedicine. As health is the greatest eurthly
“blessing, from the highest good will to mankind, and for the

cause of suffering humanity, I wish its-universal prevalence.

The mode of treatment 1s according to the case. - If a slight
head ache, a pinch of vegetable snuff at once removes the pain.
If severe,in addition to the snuff' we bathe the head with the rheu-
matic drops. If itis obstinate, and the above apphicaticn insuf-
ficten!, 1n addition to these, we administer a portion of the rheu-
matic drops with No: 2, and seat the patient by the fire; shield-
ed from the air by n proper covering. 'This procedure rarely
fails of the desired intention; but should it, the case is serious
and demands a partial or full process of medicine, which clean-
sing the stomach and howels, remove the cause of pain, and
these produce the cesired effect. In case of pan in the sto-
mach, side, or bowels, we give sometimes a portion of the eom-
position, No. 3, or No. 2, with hot water; or from a tea-spoonful
to a great spoonful of the theumatic drops and bathe the part
with the same; in cases of obstinacy, and where it is requisite,
let the patient 70 to bed and apply a hot stoné to the part,
wraoped up with a cloth wet with vinegar, and repeat the dose.
But where the patient chooses and is able, he sits by the fire
shielded from the air, as above stated. When in any case,
these lesser administrations fuils, and in violent and alarming
attacks, we commence the process by giving Nos. 1, 2 and 3,
one after another, or combining the whole and repeatmg the
same two or three times, or more as the case demands, till a
thorongh operation 1s performed, and in due time repeat the
process, till the patient is convalescent,

ALEXANDER RICE.
Kittery, Nov. 20¢h, 1821. ‘

:
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" The undersigned having experienced the benefit of the medi-
ging of our own country, discovered and used by Dr. Samuel
| Thomson, submit the following facts to the public, with the
hope that those who are suffering with disease may be induced
to adopt a course so simple and certain to effect a cure. In the
Ilatter part of the year 1810, many persons in this neighborhood
were afflicted with fevers or other fatal diseases, which baffled
the skill of the best informed physicians. Alarmed at the pro-
gress which disease and death were making among us, some of
us with our friends, made an arrangement to send to Portsmouth,
New Hampshire, for Dr. Thomson, of whose skill and suecess
we had heard a flattering account. We carried our plan into
effect, and in the spring of 1811, Dr. Thomson came among us,
and succeeded in demonstrating the superiority of his system
of practice over every other. Five cases of consumption, sup-
posed to be desperate were relieved in the course of three
weeks, and all of them restored to health, which they continue
to enjoy to this day. A case of the dropsy, considered hopeless,
was completely cured in one week. In consequence of the
success uniformly attending him, about one hundred of the
people in this town and vicinity purchased of him the right
 to prepare and use his medicine, for which he has obtained a
patent. From that time to the present, his medicine has been
in constant use with undiminished success, and increasing
patronage. In the time of the late war, when the dysentery
and other diseases incident to the camp, raged with a fatality
which the skill of the faculty could not arrest, many of the
soldiers applied to Dr Thomson and were relieved at their own
expense, in preference to having the army surgeons. For the
fever and ague we believe it to be an unfailing remedy. In
new countries it is invaluable, asit can be administered by any
one in the smallest degree acquainted with its use, without
danger to the patient. We .are acquainted with many of the
difficulties with which Dr. Thomson has had to contend—the
interest of some, the ignorance of others, and the prejudice of
all, have continually assailed him. With the two first, every
new discovery will have to contend; experience of the good
effects of this system will finally overcome them all; no sick
person within our knowledge, who has given it a fair experi-
ment, has ever given it up to seek other remedies. We wish
Dr. Thomson remunerated for his unwearied labors for the
religf of the diseased; and h&pe the United States will purx
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chase the right,and promulgate a knowledge of the system for
benefit of the whole community.
e JOHN BURGIN,
. JERRY BURGIN,
SOLOMON RICE,
Eastport, July 20, 1821. \

Eastport, Washington county, State of Maine, July 19, 1821. \ |
John Burgin, Jerry Burgin, and Solomon Rice, who have
subscribed the foregoing, are well known to me; they are men
of respectability and entitled to full faith and credit,
I. R. CHADBOURNE, Justice of the Peace.

Eastport, July 14, 1821.
Doctor Samuer Tromson,

Sir—You inquire of me relative to the benefits I received
from the use of your medicine. Ireply, thatin February 1819,
I was attacked with a violent cold, which terminated in what I
as well as my friends considered to be a consumption—it being
a-disease which has been fatal to many of our family. T con-’
tinued to grow worse until the following June, when I consid-
ered my situation hopeless. The last of June you adminis-
tered your medicine to me, which afforded me great relief. My
health has constanily amended, until it appears to be fully
established. T ascribe 1t under God, to the use of your medi- '
cine, and am your well wisher and friend.

I. R. CHADBOURNE.

Case of Seth Mason, Portland, :

He was attéended by Dr. Coffin of that place, but his situ-
tion becoming desperate (for the messenger said it was thought
be,could netlive two liours,) Dr. Thomson was sent for, and 1
attended with him. We arnved at the house at about 11 o’clock
and found the patient in the most anguishing pain and dislresst
Dr. Thomson :administered a_portion of the rheumatic drops
and-repeated the dose; « In about three hours the patient was
relieved 'and freed from-pain.  After this1 attended him, and
carried him through a' regular process of the medicine several
times; and in about a fortnight he went out; but he soon experi-
enced .2/ mostwiolent relapse; ‘which again threatened his life.
I again applied the medieme'm the usual form, which had so
faverable cffectas to encourage 'perseverance. In about thres
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four months he was able to attend to his business, and now
joys as tolerable a degree of health as could be expected,

_considering the large quantities of nitre he took previous to our

secing him. His head was much affected, and so sharp and
acrimonious the matter discharged therefrom, that small bones
came away eaten like a honey-cormb, To relieve the distress of
his head and to enable him to breathe through his nose, which
was greatly swelled, T practiced steaming it with pepper sauce,
covering his head with a blanket, and pouring it on a hot stone
placed in an iron bason on a chair by the bed side. 'This caused
copious discharges of matter, some of which once fell into his
eye, which I apprehended would have destroyed it as quick as
vitriol, but for a counter application. e likewise discharged a
great quantity of putrid blood and corruption from his stomach.
His case was truly a desperate one, and his recovery exceeded

all expectation,
S. SEWALL.
Scarborough, January 9, 1822.

Case of Mrs. Sally Keating, Portland.

Her complaints arose fromt aking cold before or after lying in.
She had been doctored a whole year by the first physician i
Portland, and given over as incurable when I saw her. She was
much debilitated, and her left side, if I rightly remember, was
in a wasting, perishing state. -~ After such a length of time, her
dsorder became chronic, and so confirmed as not easily to be
removed. In my first applications [ administered the nerve
powder, syrup, rheumatic drops, and Nos, 2,3 and 4. She took
three or four portions of one or the other of these medicines as
her case required in the course of the day. A tea-spoonful of
the powder to half a cup full of hot water sweetened, was the
quantity taken at a time, and an equal quantity of No. 2,3 and
4, separately, was administered in the same manner, and about
a great spoonful of the rheumatic drops, to a portion. The
intention of those applications was to quiet and strengthen the
nerves, and to restore as fur as possible the digestive powers,
which had been greitly impaired; and the success exceeded
expeetation. This method was continued for sometime, till the
patient at last felt eucouraged to try a regular course of the
medicine. When some warm medicine was given as prepara-
tory; No. 3, wassteeped and about half a cup full of the decoc-
tion made strong and sweetened, to which was added a tea-
spoonful of Nos. 1 and 2, was administered, and once or twice
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repeated 1n short intervalss After the operation was over, the |
steam bath was apphed, followed with the cold bath. The effect |
was highly promising and salutary, and the whole process was |
repeated seven or eight times at proper intervals; Ler decaying
side was surprisingly restored, and she was recovered to an |
excellent state of health, which he enjoys to this day. \!
S. SEWALL. \\

Scarborough, Janvary 1, 1822,

This certifies that for seventeen years past, I have been in a
very poor state of health, afflicted with a variety of complaints,
as fevers, cholics, dysentery, &c. which left me in a low, linger-
ing condition; and although I sought relief from every quarter
I conld hear of, and employed ten or a dozen physicians of
celebrity, I could find no remedy, till in the year 1813, I had
recourse to Dr. Samuel Thomson’s system and medicine, and
went through three courses thereof under the administration
and direction of Mr. S. Sewall, and was from that time able to
go to work, and have been ever since, by an occasional process
of the medicine. I became a purchaser of the information for
my family’s use, seven in number, and find it so well to answer
the purpose in all cases of sickness, that T have not since that
time been at a shillings’ expense from any other source.

THOMAS SEAVEY.

Scarborovgh, November 2, 1821. o

This certifies that my daughter Mary, {from her infuncy to the
age of sixteen years, had been afflicted with dispepsia, or indi-
gestion, to such a degree that her stomach would scarcely bear
the lightest kind of food. Application was made fo medical
aid, but without any benefit, till. September in the year 1814, she
was first under the care of Mr. 8. Sewall, and was carried eight
times through the common process of Dr. Samuel Thomson’s
medicine, which with the aid of his other remedies; removel
her malady, and restored her to a sound state of health, which
she now enjoys. From this time I became a purchaser of the
mformation for the use of my.family, thirteen in number, and
have had more or less sickness; but it has ever answered the
purpose, nor have I had occasion to try any other medicine.

: ISAAC DEERING.

Scardorough, November 2, 1821.
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; This certifies, that for several years past, I have been afflicted
with the chronic rheumatism, and confined from my business
.~ eight or nine weeis together, and so very ill as to need watchers,
- and could find no relief' from the faculty. In the year 1813, 1
became acquainted with Dr. Samuel Thomson'’s medicine and
found it beneficial. In the year following I experienced an
attack of my old rheumatic complaint, and was fully relieved
by a course of the above medicine. Finding it so valuable, I
have not for myself or fumily, used any other remedy from that

time to the present.
JOB SEAVEY.

Scarborough, November 6, 1821.

Case of an infant child of Lewis Demott's, Scarborough.

This infant had not been born but about thirty-six hours, when
it was taken very ill, with difficulty of breathing; I adminis-
tered a preparation of No. 1, 2, and 3, but with not the least
promising effect. The symptoms became in the highest degree
alarming, and threatened a sudden, dissolution. The room
being an open one and quite cold, T concluded the pressure of
this cold air, might counteract the operation of the medicine
and thus defeat my design. To remedy this difficulty, I had
the child put to bed, and covered all over, and steamed with a
large hot stone wrapped in wet cloths, applied to it, and then
repeated No. 1, 2, and 3. Isoon perceived an alteration for the
better, the child breathed more free ‘and easy by intervals and
continued to do so till towards morning, about eight hours from
the commencement of my first application, when a most thorough
operation of the medicine took place, und the child was entirely
relieved, and restored to perfect health, nor is there at the pre-

sent time a healthier child in the town.
S. SEWALL.
Scarborough, November 20, 1821.

Case of Samuel Libbey's infant child, Scarborough.

A new born child of Samuel Libbe;’s was so far given over
by the attendant physician, that he said it was not worth while
even to dress it, for it could not live. I prescribed for the child,
and a young woman by the name of Eliz1 Seavey, acquainted
with the medicine, and with nursing, administered. The bzhe
was carried through a process of the medicine four times, and
Nos. 1, 2, and 3, freely given ;} each operation, and though the

2
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state of the child rendered it a very hopeless case, it being very
much swelled and the blood so stagnated as to turn of a deep
purple over the surfzce of the whole body, and although it had
not taken the least thing till the medicine given, yet by persever-
ance it was recovered, and restored to the most perfect health,
which it is in the full enjoyment of at the present time.,
8. SEWALL.
Scarborough, December 1, 1821,

In the fall of the year 1807, Dr. Samuel Thomson attended
Mrs. Osgood at Salisbury Mills, who was given over with the
lung fever; her fever was turned in about fourteen hours by the
use of his medicine; she was soon restored to health, and in some
cases of sores, extraordinary cures were performed at that time,
In the spring of 1808, Dr. Thomson returned again to Salis-
bury and attended to practice; a Mrs. Sawyer, wife of Capt.
George Sawyer, was 1elieved of a sickly consumption, and ap-
peared to have been held up ky his medicine for five years; two
other women who were supposed to be more likely to recover
were attended by the regular doctors, and both died in two
months,

Mrs. Sawyer used to express the highest satisfaction in using
the emetic herb, or lobelia, and said she should rather Le de-
prived of her bread than of this article and cayenne, which
medicine was first brought in use in these parts by Dr. Thom-
son. 'The emetic he used to give tinctured in spirit, or in pow-
der, which was useful in consumptive and asthmatic complaints,

In the spring of 1808, 1 was relieved of a complaint called
the nettlespring, or St. Anthony’s fire, caused by overheati
myself by fighting fire about twenty-five years before. Seve?a‘
times in a year I used to have turns of breaking out and swelling
as though I had been stung with begs, almost all over, especially
inmy limbs. The doctor carried me through two courses of
his medicine, then stcamed me until I felt the same as when I
fought the fire. I waskept witha hot stone at my feet through
the night, to keep {rom cooling too sudden, as he said that had
been the cause of my disorder. This process entirely cured
me of this disorder to this day; and I have not used any other
practice since, and have relieved many very obstinate cases in
my family by the same medicine.

. JABEZ TRUE.
Elder of the Baptist Church in Salisbury.
Salisbury, December 6, 1821,
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: In .lhc fall of the year 1808, Dz.Samuel Thomson was sent for
m this tfown; I attended with him and was knowing to all that

transpired with Mr, Lovett, in his sickness untii he' died, whic's
isas tollows, viz: Mr. Eazra Lovett came for Dr. Thomson, to -

visit his son Ezra, who was sick of a fever; the doctor could

not attend until he had called several times. Ile gave him '

medicine first on Monday evening, and on Wednesday attended

through a full course, and also a cousin of his, who had been *

given over by all the doctors in a consumption of the liver, and
was completely cured by one operationg and enjoys his health to

this day. Mr. Ezra Lovett, Jr. was so far relieved that the doc-

tor thought he would not need any more medicine and was
called to see elder Bowles of Salem; but gave Lovett strict

charge not to go out or expose himself; On the Friday follow- .

ing he was so well that he ventured out and went down the

shore to see his friend; the wind was eastward and extremely

cold; he had a severe relapse and was much out; continued to
grow worse, and on Saturday night I sat up with him; Lis father
wished me to administer some medicire, but I declined, as Le
was so sick; Iadvised to send to Salem for Dr. Thomson, who
was attending elder Bowles. He was accordingly sent for, and
on Sunday evening he arrived, and on seeing the young man.
he expressed grcat doubts of his recovery. He administered

his medicine and gave his strict attention to him for about two |

hours and gave him over, as out of the reach of his medicine,

and requested his father to send for some other doctor; but he /

declined, saying if he could not help him, he did not think any

doctor could; and requested him to stay all night, to which he -

agreed, Elder Williams was called in to pray with him, In
the morning Dr. Thomson renewed the request to Mr. Lovett to
have another doctor to take charge of his son. He accordingly
called in Doctor Howe and Dr. Fisher, who took charge of him,
about sun rise in the morning. Dr. Thomsen then left him

and those doetors attended him until about ten o’clock the next -

night, when he died. Notwithstanding Dr. Thomson gave him
over in two hours after seeing him, and the doctors administered

their medicine to him for twelve hours, yet about one yearafter

Dr. Thomson was taken up for the murder of said Lovett, and
no credit given him for the wonderful cure of his cousin, who

~ was attended with bim.

Elder Bowles, was attended at the same time, who wasin the

" ast stage of a consumption, and was cured. John Lemmon,

was also cured of a consumption—TIsaac Perkins’ wife, was

=
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cured of a dropsy of a desperate nature; all these cures I was
well knowing to, have been done at that time.
WILLIAM RAYMOND.
Beverly, December 7,1821.

The following statement of the Rev. E. WiLL1AMS, the gentle-
man alluded toin the foregoing certificate of Wm. Raymond,
has been lately received and is now published for the infor-
maiion of the public.

In the yer 1808, Thad a daughter (Mrs. Appleton,) ina very
declmmn state of henlth, and l)emg on a journey from the
e1s?ward in pussing throngh Salisbury, heard much conversa-
tion concerning Dr. Thomson’s practice, and of several remark-
able cures he had performed; particularly of a woman he had
raised from apparently the last stage of a consumption, to com-
fortable health. The thought occured to me that he might help
my daughter; but to satisfy my own mind, I called to see the
woman above mentioned,and found from herown lips, that what
I heard respecting her situation to be correct. On my return
to Beverly Istated to Mr. Appleton and his wife, what I had
seen and heard; and the consequence was that Dr Thomson
was sent for, and came and administered for her; at the same
time observing, “that he could set a person on their legs, but
they might be 00 weak to stand,”—and had he seen her before
she was reduced so low, she might have recovered her health,
I ever thought he was instrumental in prolonging her life; and
her death which took place some months after, was occasmned
by the bursting of a blood vessel in a severe turn of coughing.
Ibeing out of health at thattime, took his medicine, and thought
I experienced much relief, as did several others.

I wellremember that while Mr. Ezra Lovett, was under the
careof Dr. Thomson, he was said in a day or two to have got
comfortable; at which time, Rev. Mr. Bowles of Salem, was
very ill and his life almost despnired of; application was made to
me by one of the deacons of the church, respecting my opinion
of Dr. Thomson’s practice, and the probability of his being
helpful to Mr. Bowles. I was very cautious of giving any
direct opinion on the subject, well knowing the prejudices of
physicians and people. Very early in the morning of the next
day the same deacon called on me, stating that Mr. Bowles®
case appeared to be desperate, that the physician who attended
him could afford him no relief, and wished me immediately to
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bring Dr. Thomson to Salem, and introduce him to Mr. Bowles
and some gentlemen of his church and society, who were pre-
sent,  The result of his visit and attendance on Mr. Bowles,
was manifest to all his acquaintances, in his speedy relief from
his bodily indisposition, and recovery to health. While Dr.
Thomson was attending on Mr. Bowles, Mr. Lovett, experi-
enced a relapse of his disorder, 1n consequence of taking cold /

by walking out some distance on a very cold day in the month .

of December, Dr. Thomson was immediately sent for, myself
being in the neighborhood, was called in; Dr. Thomson ob-

served that Mr, Lovett had done very wrong in going out to ,

expose himself in such weather, in his situation, and was very
doubtful whether he should be able to help him. Mr. Lovett

appeared in great distress and partially deranged; at the request -~

of his father, Dr. Thomson administered some medicine, but

apparently without any effect. Dr. Thomson was obliged to

veturn fo Salem, to attend on Mr. Bowles, and left Mr. Raymond °
tostay with Mr, Lovett, who growing worse,two respectable-
1 hysicians in the place were sent for and came; whether or not

they administered any medicine, I am not able to say, but on

the following day at night, Mr. Lovett died.

I have read a statement of Mr. Wm. Raymond, which has *

been published in Dr. Thomson’s Narrative, and so far as my
ccollection serves, I think it to be correct.
L. WILLIAMS.

Boston, Aovember 15, 1825.

A few statements of the diseases and manner of treatment by
Dr. Thomson’s system and directions, and the benefit received
wunder the administration of his medicine; by STEPHEN
WearL, Esq. of Elliot, Me. .

I am now willing to assert with all the boldness that truth
inspires, that I have made use of the medicine aforesaid for the
space of ten years last past, in my own family, and in the time
liave not used any other medicine, or called on any other phy-
gician for adviee. I have administered the medicine to a great
namber of my friends and neighbors, which generally produced
benefeial efects. I shall state a few of the many cases and the
treatment and advantage received. i

In April, 1810, my son who was in the eighteenth year of
fisage, had a severe attack of the palsy on his left side, his

: A g )
hand was entirely useless—we attended him under the directions
af two respectable physicians until sometimeyin the month of

i

y
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November following, and in all that time he received but very
little benefit from any thing done. - I was then advised to call
on Dr. Samuel Thomson, and get his opinion and advice, which
I did, he being at that time an utter stranger to me; I called on
the doctor and he came to see my son; and after some conver-
sation had passed relative to his situation, the doctor observed,
that it was a very unfavorable season of the year, (the beginning
of winfer) to undertake to remove the complaint; and he did
not appear willing to undertake so drduous a task as that ap-
peared to be; (his left side at that time was wholly numb) but
said, 1f by our best exertions we could keep him where he then
was until the return of warm weather, we then might stand
some chance to help him; but if he was neglected until that
time, he might not live, or if he did his case might be out of
the reach of medicine. I then concluded fully to try the expe-
riment; and received medicine with directions from the doctor,
who showed me how to apply the same twice or three times.
I proceeded to follow his directions, which was to place the
patient over a steam made by a gallon bason with one quart of
water in it, and a hot stone put into the bason, covering the
patient at the same time with blankets sufiicient to keep him
from the air, all except his face, and while in this situation gave
him a compound of Nos. 2 and 3, or the composition pewder,
to keep up the inward heat, promote perspiration more freely
and prevent faintness; after pursuing this course as long as the
circumstances of the patient could comfortably bear and neces-
sity required, put him intoa warm bed, with the hot blankets
about him, with as many hot stones quenched in water, wrapped
in cloths wet with vinegar, as was sufficient to keep up a good
degree of perspiration; then gave a portion of No. 1, and when
that had its operation placed the patient over the steam again a
{ew minutes, if able to bear it, then bathed him a1l over instantly
with cold vinegar, or water; then put on dry clean clothes, gave
him a warm bed, put a hot stone at his feet, and gave a portion
of the composition powder, to keep up a moderate perspiration.

We continued this process during the winter as often as twice
or three times a week. I was confident of some gain during
this time; but in the spring hie mended much faster, so that by
the next fall he could walk and use his hand. I then concluded
that I understood something of the use and virtue of the medi-
cine, and I agreed with the doctor to give e the information.
My son confinued to mend under \he administration of the
redicine until guite relieved of that complaint.
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November, 1813, attended to s man who had taken a bad
cold and had an attack of the rheumatism; so violently was he
seized that he was utterly helpless, not able to stand on his feet,
or put his hand to his mouth. I put him in bed (as Le could
not stand over a steam) with hot stones quenched in water
wrapped up in cloths wet with vinegar at his feet, and on each
side, which brought him into a free perspiration, gave him a
decoction of No. 2 and 3, which prepared him for the emetic,
I kept him in that situation five hours, in which time the medi-
cine had performed its operation. I then changed his clothes,
bathed him in cold vinegar, and he was then able to dress him-
self and walk with ease and comfort, and has been free from
that complaint ever since,

About the same time I attended a man who had the cholic
extremely bad—I gave him a compound of Nos. 2 and 3, which
brought him into a gentle perspiration; then gave him No. 1,
freely, which operated in about twenty-five minutes, and gave
him such relief that he went to sleep; the next evening I visited
him again, gave him a second gentle course of medicine, which
entirely relieved him, and he has enjoyed a good state of health
ever since, although before he had been subject to having violent
fits of the same disease.

In November 1816, my daughter appeared to be languishing
under the sysmptoms of the dropsy, as it proved to be; she con-
tinued to grow large and no operation of medicine appearing to
have the desired effect; she not being attended to seasenzbly,
by reason of her not being willing te take medicine, when I
told her of the necessity of it. On the second day of February,
1817, Dr. Thomson was sent for, who came and assisted us in
tapping her and took away seventeen pounds three ounces of
water, and by the constant application of the medicine afore-
said, aided by the blessing of divine Providence, she is restored
to health. One other case of a young woman in the vicinity;
the disease had been apparent not more than fifteen or twenty
days of a dropsical habit; 1 attended and a cure was obtained
without tapping, by giving her No. 2 and 3, carrying her through
the steam, giving the emetic and bathing her abdomen with the
rheumatic drops, and taking some inwardly. She remains well
as to that complaint,

In Apnl, 1819, Nathan Nason, Jr. of South Berwick, was
falling a tree, when a boy that was with himn accidentally cut off
the main bone of Nason’s leg just above the ancle joint; a
doctor came and placed the bones together, and took two or
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three stifches to keep the ends of the bones in their place, which
grew together very exact; but while the leg bone was healing,
the foot became very numb and diseased ; had, as they said, the
appearance of mortification; the doctor then made several in-
cisions on the bottom of the foot, and found that the flesh there
had lost all sense of feehng. The doctor then concluded that
the wound was incurable without cutting oft the leg—accord-
ingly the time was set to perform the operation on the 12th of
August. 1 heard of it the evening before and went to see Na-
son the next morning; I exmined his foot and told him I
thought I could cure it. e was much pleased to have his leg
saved, and to be freed from the pains of amputation. The doc.
tors came at eleven o’clock with the necessary apparatus; he
declined having the operation performed and the doctors went
off. Nason sent for me the next morning, I attended him, and
began my operation on the wound, took out the cotton that was
crowded into the incision on the bottom of the foot, and wash-
ed it with soap and water until it was clean, and then applied
the rhenmatic drops, while the poultice was making of upland
willow root bark and the inner rind of white pine, boiled in wa-
ter. I applied this kind of poultice several days, which with
the application of the drops, the wound immediately came to
its feeling and soon began to heal; I applied the rheumatic
drops and lint and salve, and gave him some bitters and drops
to take to produce a due circulation, which had the desired
effect; and in abeut sixly days he was able to walk across the
floor without cane or crutch. He can now walk on his foot tol-
erably well and do any sort of farming business, and enjoys
good health; often expresses his thanks to his Maker and good
will to his friends. '
I have experienced the operation of the medicine aforesaid,
in one case of the lock-jaw, so called. I put the boyinto a free
perspiration by placing him in bed, after giving him a strong
solution of the emetic and rheumatic drops to still his nerves;
and kept him in a moderate perspiration under the operation ef
the medicine, about five or six hours, at which time his spasms
left him, and he 1mmediately recovered so as to return to his bu-
siness. He had been attended four days by one of the regular
physicians, previous to my seeing him, who said, or signified,
that he could do no more.
One case of the typhus fever, among many, I will not omit
to state; a young man was taken with the disease, who was at-
,Jended by a physician of the order, about three weeks, gradu-
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ally wasting in strength and flesh; his physician at last despair-
ing of his recovery, I was called to attend him. I placed him
over the steam, gave him Nos. 2 and 3, then put him in bed
with hot stones around him, sufficient to keep up perspiration,
and gave an emetic; when that had operated I changed his
elothes, bathed him in cold vinegar, put him into bed, clean and
comfortable. I carried him through three operations;as above,
and in ten days he recovered so far as to ride out; his appetite
veturned and his general health amended, and he now enjoys a
good state of health. STEPHEN NEAL,

Eliot, January 18, 1822.

Abount the year 1809, Dr. Samuel Thomson visited these
parts, and made known his system and method of practice 1n
this town (Eliot,) and though some unfavorable reports were
spread by his enemies we were convinced of their falsity, by
the remarkable cures that were wrought in our neighborhood
and vicinity; and since by a still more special and intimate
knowledge of the medicine in our own family; where we have
proved to our entire satisfaction its perfect innocence and un-
failing beneficial effects. In the year 1810, we purchased the
information, and have used no other remedy since that time to
the present. Our family is large, fourteen in numnber, and the
different members of it have often been assailed with disease
under one form or other, such as fever, eholic, dysentery, spit-
ood, &c. &c. but by the timely application of the

the malady whatever form it assumed, has been im-
inediately removed, and the patient restored to usual health,

‘As to the manner of treatment we vary it according to the
nature of the attack, whether mild or violent, In the first
instance of common complaint, we gencrally give some warm
article, to wit; a little cayenne and hot water, or composition
powder, No. 3, sometimes Nos. 2 and 4 combined; or a great
spoonful of rheumatic drops, with No. 2. Whea these appli-
cations are insufficient, and the symptoms violent and alarming,
we make use of Nos. 1, 2 and 3, and carry the patient through
the whole process of the medicine, and repeat it as occasion

requires, till the patient recovers. 4
' JOHN RAITT.

ting of bl
medicine,

Eliot, November 28, 1821.

that about the year 1803, I was sick with

This may certify, \
d was attended by Dr. Tilton. I was
0 g1

the pulmonic fever an
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braced up by the barks, which caused a stricture in breathing
and soon began to swell, which progressed for about five yedrs,
when I was in a dropsical habit and continued to grow worse
until a jury of four doctors held a consultation and pronounced
my case hopeless, giving me over. [ continued under the cure of
Dr. Shepard, who visited me and said my complaint was beyond
the reach of medicine, and 1 could not continue over three
weeks, At this time, in May 1808, 1 was advised to go to Dr.
Thomson. I went to see him although with but little faith, as
my case was so desperate; my breathing wrs with grect diffi-
culty, After being attended through several courses of his
medicine, in three weeks I was reduced about fifteen inches in
bigness. I returned home and have gained until this day; #nd
am now enjoying a better state of bealth thon I have before
enjoyed for sixteen years. MARY EATON,
Exeter, November 20, 1821.

This may certify, that Hannsh my wife, had been afflicted
¥ with the asthma for the space of ten yesrs, I applied to the
most eminent physicians, as many as six in number, who used
their utmost skill without the least beneficial eflects. She had
besn unable to lay in bed for six months at a time, in each year,
for » number of years, until in the fall of the year 1808, I sent
for Dr. Samuel Thomson. e visited her and went with me
into the field and gathered some of the emetic plints, bruised
and tinctured them in spint, which was his mode at that -time
of using it, He gave her one spoonful of the tincture snd cuy-
enne, which so far relieved her th:t she lay 1n bed the greater
part of the first night, which was the first time for six months,
that she had lain in bed. By using the saume medicine she his
always been able to lay in bed and rest comfortable, for twelve
years. Iascribe it under Ged to the nse of this medicine.
EPHRAIM COLEMAN.,
_ Newington, Dec. 3, 1821.

A young man in Roxbhury, from some cause unknown, took
a large dose of ratsbene with the intention of destreying him-
self. Dr. P. was called, and .on exsmining into the circum-
stances, said there was no more chance for him to live than
there would be if his head was cut off. Afier the doctor h:d
left him, I being present from curiosity, and having purchased -
the right of using the medicine “nd practice secured to Dr,
Thomson by patent, proposed to the fniends of the young man,

/
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~ to make a trial of the same, to save his life. The friends giving

- their consent, I administered said medicine, which had such a
very favorable effect, that the next morning he was quite com-

~ fortable. After he was relieved, Dr. P. called to see him and
expressed great astonishment that he was alive, saying that there

was not one case in a thousand that a man could live under

similar circnmstances. I attended Lim three or four days, and

he is now so far recovered as to walk about the room.

"ELLIAH SIMONDS,
Roxbury, Feb. 23,1821,
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Botaic Fawiln Phpsician.
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TuErE are three things which have in a greater or less degree,
called the attention of men, viz: Religion, Government and Me-
dicine.  In ages past, these things were thought by millions to
belong to three classes of men, Priests, Lawyers and Physicians.
The Priests held the things of religion in their own hands, and
brought the people to their terms; kept the scriptures in the dead
languages, so that the common people could not read them.
Those days of darkness are done away; the Scriptures are trans-
lated into our own language, and each oneis taught to read for
himself. Government was once considered as belonging to a
few, who thought themselves “born only torule.” Thecommon
people have now become acquainted with the great secret of
government; and know that ¢‘all men are born free and equal,”
and that magistrates are putin authority, or out, by the voice of
the people, who choose them for their public servants.

While these and many other things, are brought where “com-
mon people;” can understand them; the knowledge and use of
medicine, is in a great measure, concealed in a dead language,
and » sick man is often obliged to risk his life, where he would
not risk a dollar: and should the apothecary or his apprentice
make a mistake, the sick man cannot correct it, and thus is ex-
posed to receive an instrument of death, instead of gh'at which
would restore him to health hgi he known good medigine.

2
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«It may be alleged, (said Dr. Buchan,) that laying medi-
cine more open to mankind, would lessen their faithin 1t. This
indeed would be the case with regard to some; but it would
have a quite contrary effect upon others. I knew many pecple
who have the utmost dread and horror of every thing prescrived
by a physician, who will nevertheless, very readily teke s medi-
cine which they know, and whose qualities they are in some
measure acquainted with.”

«N othing ever can,or will inspire mankind with an absclute
confidence in physicians, but by their being open, frank, and un-
disguised in their behavior.”

“The most effectual way to destroy quackery in any art or
science, is 10 diffuse the knowledge of it among mankind.—
Tid physicians write their prescripticns in the common lan-
guage of the country, and explain their intentions to the patient,
as far as he could understand them, it would enable them to
know * when the medicine had the desired effect; would inspire
him with absolute confidence in the physician; and would make
him dread and detest every man who pretended to cram a secret
medicine or poison down his throat.”

It is true, that much of what is at this day called medicine,
is deadly poison; and were people to know what is offered
them of this kind, they would absolutely refuse ever to receive
it as a medicine. Tlis 1 have long seen and know to be true;
and have labored hard for many years to convince them of the
evils that attend such a mode of procedure with the sick; and
have turned my attention to those medicines that grow in our
own country, which the God of nature has prepared for the
benefit of mankind. Long has a general medicine been sought
for and I am confident that I have found such as are universally
applicable in all cases of disease, and which may be used with
safety and success, in the hands of the people. ,

After thirty years study and repeated successful trials of the
medicinal vegetables of our own country, in all the diseases in-
cident to our climate: I can with well grounded assurance, re-
commend my system of practice and medicines to the public,
as salutary and efficacious,

Creat discoveries and improvements have been made in vari-
ous arts and sciences since the first settlement of our country,
while its medicines have been very much neglected. As these
|/ medicines, suited to every disease, grow spontaneously upon our
| ownsoil; s they are better adapted to the constitution; as the
price of imported drugs is very high; it follows, whether we



gonsult health, which is of primary importance, or cxpense, a
decided preference should be given to the former, as an object
of such magnitude as no longer to be neglected. Yet in the
introduction of those medicines 1 have been violenfly opposed,
and my theory and practice condemned, notwithstanding the
demonstrative proofs in. their favor. Put those who thus con-
demn have taken no, pains to throw off’ prejudice, and examine
the subject with eandor and. impartiality. Such as have, are
thoroughly satisfied of their utility and suparior excellence.

From those who measure a man’s understanding and ability
o be beneficial to-his fellow men, only from the acquisition he
has made 1 literature from books; froin such as are governed by
outward appearance, and who will not stoop to examine a sys-
tem cn the groundof itsintringic merit, I expect not encourage-
ment, but opposition. But this will not disconrage me. I con-
sider the discovery I have made, of inestimable vulue to man-
kind, and intended for the great benefit of those who are willing
to receive it,

Being born in 2 new country, at that time almost an howling
wilderness, my advantages for an education were very small;
Jbut possessing a natural gift for examining the things of Nature,
my mind was left entirely free to follow that inclination, by
inquiting mto the meanmng of the great variety of objects
around me.

Possessing a body like other men, [ wasled to inquire into
the nature of the component parts of what man is made. 1
found him composed of the four elements—IEarth, Water, Air,
and Fire. The earth and water, I found were the solids; the air
and fire, the fluids. The two first I found to be the component
parts; the two last kept him in motion. Heat, I.ﬂ:lm.d, was
life; and cold, death. Each one who examines into it will
find that all constitutions are alike. I shall now describe the
fuel which continues the fire, or life of man. This is contained
in two things—food and medicine; which are in harmony with
each other: often grow in the same ﬁeld.to Le u_sed hy the sume
people. People who are capable of raising their food and pre-
paring the same, m1y as eas:}y learn to collect anc'l prepare all
their medicines and administer the same, when it is needed.
Our life depends on heit; food is the fuel that kindles and con-
tinues that heat. - The digestive powers being correct, causes
the food to consume; this continues the warmth of the body..
by continually supporting the fire. #
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The stomach is the deposit from which the whole body is sup~
. ported. Theheatis maintained in the stomach by consuming ihe
% “food; and all the body and limbs regeive their proportion of
nourtshment and heat from that source; asthe whole room is
warmed by the fire which is consumed in the fire place. * The
greiter the quantity of wood consumed in “the fire place, the
greater the heat in the room. So in the body; the more food
well digested, the more heat and support through the whole
m:n. By constantly receiving food into the stomach which is
sometimes not suitable for the best nourishment, the stomach
becomes foul, so that the food isnot well aigested. = This causes
the body to lose its heat—then the appetite fails; the bones
ache, and the man is sick in ‘every part of the whole frame.
,  Thissimation of the body shows the need of medicine, and
( the kind needed; which is'suchas will clear the stomach and
bowels, and restore the digestive powers. ~ When this is done,
{ the food will ruise the heat again, and nourish the whole mun,
/' All the art required to do this is, to know what medicine will do
) it,and how to administer it, as a person knows now to cleir a
stove and the pipe when clogged with soot, that the fire may
burn fiee,and the wholeroom be warmed ss before. - The body,
after being cleared of whatever clogs it, will consume double
the food, and the food will afford double the nourishment and
heat that it did before. We know that our life depends on food
and the stomach being in a situation to receive and digest it.
When the stomach and bowels are clogged, all needed is, tne
most suitable medicine to remove the obstruction in the system,
All disense is caused by clogging the system; and all discase
is removed by the digestive powers, so that food may keep up
that heat on which life depends. :
I have found by expertence, that the learned doctors are wrong
in considering fever a disease or enemy; the fever is a friend,
and cold the enemy. ThisT found by their practice in my
family until they had five fimes given them over to die. Exer-
cising my own judgment, I'followrd after them, and relieved my
family every time,  Afler finding a general principle respecting
fevers, and reducing thst to practice, I found it sure in all dis-
evse, where there was any nature left to build on, and in three
years practice I never lost one patient.
T attended on all the fevers peculiar to our country,and always
used it as a friend,and that returned the gratitude to the pafient.
1 soon began to give this information to the people, and con-
vinced many that they mght as certainly relieve themselves of
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their disease as their hunger.  The expense to them to be always
able to relieve themselves and families would be but small; and
the medicine they may procure and prepare themselves.

This greatly disturbed the learped doctors, and some of them
undertook to destrey me, by reporting that I used poison ; though
they made no mention of my using their instruments of death,
Mercury, Opium, Ratsbane, Nitre, and the Lancet. I consider-
ed it my duty to withstand them, though I found my overthrow
was what they aimed at. A plan was once laid to take me in the
night, but I escaped. Next, I was mdicted as though I had given
poison, and a bill brought against me for wilful murder. T was
Lound in irons and thrust into prison, to be kept there through
the winter, without being allowed bail. I petitioned for and ob-
tained a special court to try the cause, and was honorably acquit-
ted after forty days imprisonment. I maintained my integrity
in the place where my persecutions began. In tive years, while
vindicating this new.and useful discovery, 1 lost five thousand
dollars, bagides all the persecution, trouble, loss of health, and
reproach which has been in connexion with the losses.

It has been acknowledged, even by those who are unfriendly
o me and my practice, that my medicine may.be good in some
particular cases, but not in all. But this is an error. For
there are but two great principles in the constitution of things,
whether applied to the mind or body; the principle of life and
the principle of death. That which contains the principle of
life, can never be tortured into an administration of death. If;
then, a medicine is good in any case, it is beeause it is agreea-
ble to nature, or this principle of hfe, the very opposite of dis-
ease. Ifitisagreeablein one case, it must be absol.utely so in all.

By the active operation of nature, the wholeanimal economy
#s carried on; and the father of the healing art, Hippocrates,
tells us, what is an obvious tmth,hthat Natqre is Heat. The
principle is the same in‘all, differing only in degree. When
disease invades the frame, it resists in proportion to its force,
till averpowered into submission, m_ld \\fhcn extinguished, deal.h
follows, and it ceases to operate alike in all.” If then, heatis
life, and ifs extinction death, a diminution of this vital flame,
in every instance, constitutes disease, and is an approximation
to death. All then, that medicine c¢an do in the expulsion of
disorder, is to kindle up the decaying spark, and restore its
cnergy till it glows in all its wonted vigor. If a direct adm.m1§-
{ration can be made to produce this effect, (and it can,) it is
ovidently immaterial what is the name. or color of the disease,

-t



a—

166 NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE, &e.

whether bilious, yellow, scarlet or spotted ; whether it is simple
or complicated, or whether nature has one enemy or more.—
Names are awt}frary things; the knowledge of a name is but the
cummin’ and anise, but in the knowledge of the origin of a
malady, and its antidote, lies ‘the weightier matters of this
science. This knowledge makes the genuine physician; all
without it, is real quackery.

It has been a general ~opinion, that extensive study and great
erudition are necessary to form the eminent physicien.  But all
this may be, as Paul saith, but science, filsely so called. A man
may have a scientific knowledge of the human frame—bhe may
linow the names 1n every language of ,every medicine, mineral
and vegetable, as well as every disease, and yet be a miseralle
physician. But there have been men, without this to bozst of]
from the earliest ages of tho world; who have “arisen, blest with
the sublimer powers of genius, who have, as 1t were, with one
look pierced creation, and with one comprehensive view, grasp-
ed the whole circle of science: and left learning itself; toiling
after them in vain.” A man never can be great without intel-
lect, and he never can more than fill the measure of his capacity.
There is a power beyond the reach of art, and there are gifts
that study and learning can never rival,

The practice of the regular physiciang, that is, those who get
a diploma, at the present time, is not to use those means which
would be most likely to cure disease; but to try experiments
upon what they have read in books, and to see how much a
patient can bear without producing death.  After pursuing this
plan during their lives, they know just about as much as they
did'when they began to practice, of what is really useful to
mankind. Ifa patient dies under their hands, why, it 1s the
will of God, and they are sure to get extravagantly paid for their
trouble, and nothing more is said about it; but if one out of
hundreds of my patients die, and where the doctors have given
them oyer as incurable, they at once cry out, that it is quack-
ery—that L gave them poisen, &ec. for the purpose of running
me and my medicine down, and to prevent its being used by
the people. The fact is well known to thousands who have
used my medicine, to which they are rendy to attest, that it
is perfectly harmless; and T defy the faculty to produce one
instance wherein it hos had any bad effects.

It is true; that the study of anatomy, or structure of the human
body, and of the whole animal econcmy, is plessing and vseful ;
nor is there any objection to this, however minute and critical, if
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it is not tosthe neglect of first prineiples, and the weightier
matters of knowledge. But it is no more necessary to man-
kind at large, 10 qualify them to administer relief from pain
and sickness, than to a cook in preparing food to satisfy hunger
and nourish the body. There is one general cause of hunger
and one general supply of food; one generl cause of disease
and one general remedy. One can be satisfied, and the othex
removed, by an infinite variely of articles, best adapted to those
different purposes—That medicine, therefore; that will open
obstraction, promote perspiration, and restore digestion, is suit-
ed to every patient, whatever form the diseise assumes, and is
universally applicable. And acute disorders, such as fevers,
cholic, and dysentery, may be relieved thereby, in twenty-four
or forty-eight hours, at most,

REMARKS ON FEVERS.

Much, has been said and -written upon fevers, b} the profess-
edly learned Doctors of Medicine, without threwing the most
profitable light on-the subject, or greatly benefitting mankind.
They have been abundantly fruitful in inventing names for dis-
ease; and.with great care and accuracy distinguished the differ-
ent symptoms; but they appear quite barren as to the knowl-
edge of their origin and remedy. To the first, but little im-
portance, comparatively speaking, can be attached; the latter is
of the highest importance to ull classes of people.

According to the writings of learned Physicians, there are a
great variety of fevers, some more and some less dangerous.—
But to begin with a definition of the Name. What s fever?
Heat, undoubtedly, though a disturbed operation of it. But is
there in the human frame; more then one kind of heat? Yes,
says the physician, (strange as it may appear,) there is the pleu-
vetic heat, the slow nervous heat, the putrid heat, the hectic
heat, the yellow heat, the sported or cold heat, the typhus or
ignorant heat, and many other heats; and sometimes, Yalumi-
tous to tell,) one poor patient has the most, or the whole of
these fevers, and dies at last for wan! of heat!

Is fever or heat a disease; Hippocrates, the acknowledged
father of physicians, maintained that nature 1s heat; and he is
correct, Is nature a disease? Surely it is not, - What is com-
monly called fever, is the effect, and not the cause of disease.
It is the struggle of nature to throw off disease. The cold
cause an obstruction,and fever arises in consequence of that



168 NARRATIVE OF THE LIFE, Lc.

cbstruction, to throw it off. 'This is universally the ecase.~
Remove the cause, the effect will cease. No person every yet
died of afever! for as death approaches, the patient grows cold
until in death, the spark of heat is extinguished. This, the
learned doctors cannot deny; and as this is true, they ought, in
justice, to acknowledge that their whole train of depletive
remedies, such as bleeding, blistering, physicing, starving, with
all their refrigeratives; their opium, mercury, arsenic, antimony,
nitre, &ec. are so many deadly engines, combined with the dis-
ease, against the constitution and life of the patient. 1If cold,
which is the commonly received opinion, (and which is true.)
is the cause of fever, to repeatedly bleed the patientand admin-
Ister mercury, opium, nitre, and other refrigerents to restore
him to health, is as though'a man should, to increase a fire in
Ins room, throw a part of it out of the house, and to increase
the remainder, put on water, snow and ice!

As it is a fact, that cannot be denied, that fever takes its rise
from one great cause or origin, it follows of course, that one
method of removing that cause, will answer in ]l cases; and
the great principle is to assist nature, which is heat.

At the commencement of a fever, by direct-and proper applica-
tion of suitable medicine, it can be easily and speedily removed
and the patient need not be confined long. Twenty-four or forty-
eight hours, to the extent, are sufticient, and often short of that
time, the fever may be removed, or that which is the cause of it.
But where the patient is left unassisted, to struggle with the dis-
ease, until his strength is exhausted, and more especially, when
the most unnatural and mjurious administrations are mude, if a
recovery is possible, it must of necessity take a long time.—
These declarations are-true and have been often proved, and can
be again, to the gatisfaction of every candid person, at the hazard
of any forfeiture the faculty may challenge.

Notwithstanding all these things, how true are the words of

- the intelligent Dr. Hervey, who says, “By what unaccountable

perversity in our frame does it appear, that we set ourselves so
much against any thing that isnew? Car any one behold, without
scorn, such drones of physicians, and after the space of so many
hundred years experience and practice of their predecessors, not
one single medicine has been detected, that has the least force
directly to prevent, to oppose, and expel a continued fever?
Should any, by a more sedulous observation, pretend to make
the least step towards the discovery of such remedies, theiy
hatred a?d envy would swell against hirs, as a legion of devily
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. ¢ .
against virtue: the whole society will dart their malice at bim,
and torture him with all the calumnies imaginable, without
striking at any thing that should desiroy him root and branch.
For he who professes to be a reformer of the art of physic, must
resolve to run the hazard of the martyrdom of his reputation,
lifeand estate.”

The treatment which the writer has received from some of the
learned physicianssince his discovery of the remedy for the fever
end various other diseages, is a proof of the truth of this last
saying of Dr. Hervey. They have imprisoned him, and charg-
cd him with every thing cruel and unjust; though upon a fair
trial their violent dealings have come down upon their heads;
vhile he has not only been proved innocent before the court, but
useful; having relieved many which the other physicians had
given over to die. I will now take notice of  the yellow fever.
T'he cause of thns fatal disease is sumilar to the spotted fever.—
The cause of death in the latter, is in consequence of its pro-
ducing a balance by cold, outward and inward; and in the
former there is a balince of heat outward and inward; both
produce the same thing, that is a total cessation of motion,
which is death. The color of the skin has given name to both
these diseises. 'The yellow is caused by the obstruction of the
gall; instead of being discharged through its proper vessels, it
is forced and difused through the pores of theskin. Theszme
eTects thit are prodiced by these two fevers may be observed
in the motion of the sea; when the tide 1s done running up,
there is what is called slack wafer, ora balance. of power, and
the sume thing takes place when it is done running down; when
the fountain is raised, the water runs from it; but when it is
lowered the water runs towards it. The same cause produces
the same effects in the spotted and yellow fevers; for when a
balance of power between the outward and inward heat takes
place, death follows. ) ;

Having déscribed the two kinds of fevers which are the most
alarming, they being most fatal, I shall pass over .those of a
less alarming nature, and merely observe, that there is no other
difference 1n all cases of fever, than what is caused by the dif-
ferent degrees of cold, or Joss of ir_lward heat, which are two
adverse parties in one body, g:ontengil'ng for power. If the heat
gains the victory, the cold will be @l‘smher:ted. and bealth will be
restored ; but, on the other hand, if’ cold gains the ascendency,
hLeat will be dispossessed of its empire, and death will follow of
rourse.  Ae soon as life ceases, the body becomes cold, which

~
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is conclusive evidence that its gaining the victory is the cause of
death. When the power of cold is nearly equal to that of heat,
the fever or strife between the two parties, may continue for a
longer or shorter time, accoiding to circumstances; this is what
is called a long fever, or fever and ague. The battle between
cold and heat will take place periodically, sometimes every day,
at other times every other day, and they will leave off about
equal, heut keeping a little the upper hand. In attempting to
cure a case of this kind, we must consider whether the feveris a
friend oran enemy; if it is a friend,which I hold to be the fact,
when the fever-fit is on, increase the power of heat, in order fo
drive off' the cold, and life will bear the rule; Lut, on the con-
trary, should cold be considered a iriend, when the eold-fit 1s on,
by increasing its power, you drive off’ the heat. and death must
ensue. Thus you may promote life or death, by tempering
cold and heat.

Much has been said by the doctors concemning the turn of a
{ever, and how long a time it will ran.  When it is said tliat a
fever will turn at sucha time-I presume it must mean that it
has been gone; this is true, for it has then gone onthe oufside,
#nd is trying to turn again and go inside wliere it Lelongs.—
tnstead of following the dictates of naturc and aiding it to sul-
due the cold, the doctor uses all hisskill to kill the fever. How,
would Iask, in the name of common sense, can any thing turn
when killed? Support the fever and it will return inside; the
cold which 1s the cause of disease, will be driven cut, and
health will be restored. In all cases called fever, the cuuse is
the same in a greater or less degree, and may berclieved by cne
genera] remedy. The cold causes canker, and before the can-
ker is seated, the stiife will take place between cold and leat;
and while the hot flames and cold chills remzin,’it is cvidence
that the cankeris not seitledy end the liot rredcine alene ceee-
sionally assisted by steam, will throw it off; but ¢s the confcst
censes the heat is steady on the outside; then canker assumes
the power inside; this is called a settled fever. 'T'he truth is,

‘the canker is fixed on the inside and will ripen and come off in

a short time, if the fever is kept up so as to overpower the cold.
This idea is new and never was known until my discovery. By
raising the fever with Nos. 1 and 2, and taking off the canker
with No. 3, and the same given by injections we may furn a
fever when we please; but if this is not understood, the canker
will ripen and come ofi" itself; when the fever will turn and oo
inside and the cold will be driven out; thercfore they will de
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" much better without a doctor than with. The higher the fever
runs, the sooner the cold will be subdued; and if yon contend
against ‘the heat, the longer will be the runof the fever, and
when killed, death follows.

When a patient is bled, it lessens the heat and gives double
power to the cold; like faking out of one side of the scale and
putting in the other, which doubles the weight, and turns the
scale in favor of the disease, By giving opium it deadens the
feelings; the small doses of nitre and calomel tend to destroy
what heat remains, and plants new crops of canker, which will
stand in different stages in the body, the same as corn planted in
L‘he field every week, will keep some in all stages; so is the dif-
forent degrees in canker,  This is the reason why there are so
many different fevers as are named ; when one fever turns another
sefs 1 and so continues one after ancther until the harvest is
all ripe, if the season 1s long enongh: if not, the cold and frost
takes them off—then it is said they died of a fever. It might
with as much propriety be said that the corn killed with frost,
died with the heat. The question, whether the heat or cold
killed the patient, is easily decided, for that power which bears
rule in the body after death is what killed the patient, wheeh is
cold—as much as that which bears rule when he is alive is heat.
When a person is taken sick; it is common to say, I have gota
cold and am afraid T am going to have a fever; but no fears are
expressed of the cold he has taken; neither is it mentioned
~when the cold left him. The fashionable practice is to fight the
remains of heat till the patient dies, by giving cold the yictory,
in which case, is it not a fact that the doctor assists the cold to
kill the patient? = Would it not have been more reasonable, or
likely to have cared them, when the fever arose to throw off the
cold, to have helped the fever and give nature the victory over
its enemy, when the health would be restored the same as before
they took the cold.

We frequently see in the newspapers, accounts of people dy-
ing in consequence of drinking cold water when very warm.—
Some fall dead instantly, and others linger for several hours;
the doctors have not been able to afford any relief when called.
The principal symptoms are chills and shivering with cold,
which is viewed with astonishment by those who witness it.—
Proper caution should always be observed by persons when very * {
warm and thirsty, who go to a pump to drink, by swallowing
something hot before drinking the water, and swallowing alittle
at a time, which will prevent any fatal effects:

.
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_ This strange circumstance, of being cold on a hot day, and
which has never been accounted for in a satisf ctory minner to
the public, 1 shall endeavor to expluin in as comprehensive and
plain language as I am capable. The component parts of animal
bodies are earth and water, and life and motion are caused by
fire and air, The inward heat is the fountain oflife, and as
much as that has the power above the outward heat, so much
we have life and strength, and when we lose this power of heat,
our strength and faculues decay in proportion; amd it is imme-
terial whether we lose this power by losing the inward heat or
raising the outward heat above it, as the effect 1s the sime.—
If you raise the stream level with the fountain, it stops the
current and all motion will ceuse; and the s:me effects will
follow by lowering the fountuin, to a level with the stream.—
When the outward heat becomes equal with the inward, either
by the ones being raised or the others being lowered, cold
assumes the power and death takes place.

The cause of the fatal effects by drinking cold wafer, is
because the fountain of life islost by the stream being ruised
above the fountain, or the inward heat lowered by throwing
into the stomach so large a quantity of cald water as to give the
outward heat the power of balancing the inward, and in pro-
portion as the one approaches to an equality with the other, sp
the strength 1s diminished, and when equal, they die.

I shall now make some further remarks on this and other
subjects, with a hope that it may be beneficial to m nkind.—
The reason why these extraqrdinary cases appcar so wonderful
to the people, is because they are unacquainted with the cause.
Why should we wonder at a person being cold on a hot day
when we are not, any more than we should wonderat another
being hungry, when we have just been eating; or that others
can be in pain when we are énjoying good heslth? The one
is as plain and simple as the other, when understood. The
want of inward heat is the cause of their being cold, just as
much 2s the want of food is the cause of hunger, or the want
of health is the cause of pain. One person msy have lost the
natural power of heat, by an effect which others 1n similar sit-
uations may not have experienced, and will suffer the conse-
quences of cold in proportion to the loss of inward heat; this
is manifest in the different degrees of sickness. If the inward
heat loses. its balance of power suddenly, death 1s immediz:te;
which is the case in spotted fever ¢nd in drewned persoms,
When the inward and outward cold is balanced, life ceases
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and the blood being stopped in its motion, scttles in spots,
which appearance has given name to what is called ted
fever. The same appearances take place on drowned persons
and from the sume cause.

“The practice of bleeding for the purpose of curing disecse,

I consider most unnatural and injurious. Nature never fur: ishes *

the body with more blood thun is necessmy for the mainten-
ance of health; to take away part of the blood, therefore, is
teking away just so much of their life, and isas contrary to
nature, as it would be to cut away part of their flesh. Meny
experiments have been tried by the use of the laneet in fevers;
but I believe it will be allowed by all, that most of them have
proved fital; and several eminent physicians have died in con-
sequence of trying the experiment on themselves, If the sys-
tem is discased, the blood becomes as much diseased #s any
other part; remove the cause of the disorder and the blood will
recover and become healthy 2s soon as any other part; but how
takmg part of it away can help to cure what remains, can never
e reconciled with common sense.

There is no practice used by the physicians that I consider
more inconsistent with common sense, and at the szme time
more inhuman than blistering to remove disease; particularly
insane persons, or what the doctors call dropsy on the brain; in
which cases, they shave the head and draw a blister on it.—
Very few patients, 1f any, ever survive this application. What
would be thought if a scald should be caused by boiling water
to remove disease? Yet thereis no difference between this and
a blister made by flies. 1 have witnessed many instances where
great distress and very bad efects have been caused by the use
of blisters; and believe I can truly say, that I never knew any
benefit derived from their use. It very frequently cavses stran-
guary, when the attempted remedy becomes much worse than
the disease.

In support of my opinions on the subject. T will give the fol-
lowing extract from the writings of Dr. Hillary, an eminent
physician of London.

4] have long observed that blisters are too frequently ard
too often improperly used, as they are now so much in fashion.
It is verv probable, that we have no one remedy, in all the Ma-

terra Medica, that is so frequently, and so often improperly

applied, not only in too many cases where they cannot possibly

give any relief, but too often where they must unaveidably

increase the very evil which they are intended to remove oF 4
okl
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relieve... Ilow often do we sce them applied, and sometimes
several of them, by pretended dabblers in physic, not orly where
there @re no indicaticns for applying them, but where the true
indication are against their application; as, 1n the beginning
of most fevers, and especially those of the inflammatory and of

" the putrid kind, where, in the first, the stimulous.of the acrid

silts of the cantharides, which pess into the blood, must una-
voidably inerease Loth the stimulous and the momentum of the
blood, which were too great before, and so render the fever
inflammatory, and all itsFymptems worse,

“And it is well known that the cantharides contain a great
quantity of alkaline semi-volatile salts, which pass mto the blood
thongh they are applied externally; and attenuate, dissolve and
hasten and increase its putrefaction, which 1s slzo confirmed Ly
the putrid alkalincacrimony which they produce in the urine, with
the heat and stranguary which it gives to the urinary passage.”

—_—le—
ON STEAMING. )

Sieaming is a very important branch of my system of prac-
tice, which wonld in many cases without if, be insufficient to
cffect a cure. It is of great importance in many coses, consid-
ered by the medical faculty as desperate; and they would be so
under my mode of treatment, if it was not for this manner of
applymg heat to the body, for the purpose of reanimating the
system and aiding nature in restoring health. 1 had but little
knowledge of medicine, when {hrough necessity, I discovered
the use of steaming, to add heat or life to the decaying spark;
and with it [ was enabled, by administering such vegétable pre-
parations as I then Lad @ knowledge of, to efiect-a cure in ceses
where the regular practitioners had given them over.

In all cases where the heat of the body is so far exhausted as
not te be rekindled by using the medicine, or being in hed, and
chills or stupor attend the patient, then applied heat Ly stezming
becomes indispensably necessary; and heat caused 1y steem, in
the manner that I vse it, is more naturzl in producing perspira-
tion, than any dry heat that can be applied to ke Lody in any
other manner, which will only serve to dry the air and prevent
perspiration in many cases of disease, where a steam by wa‘er
or vinegar would promote it and add a natural warmth to the
body, and thereby increase the life and motion, which has luin
silent in consequence of the cold. -

Dr. Jennings has contrived a plen to apply heat to the body
by a dry vapor, lﬁmsed by buming spirit, which he calls a vapoy
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bath, the idea of which was, I have no doubt, taken fi car-
ing of my steaming to raise the heat of the Lody. It an-

swer in some cases and stages of discase; butin « settled fever
and other causas where there is«a dry inflammaticn on the spr-
face of the body, it will not answer any good purpose; and Ty
think would be dangerous, without the use of my medicine to
first raise a free perspiration; for when the surface of the body
is dry the patient cannot bear it, &s it will crowd to the head and
cause distress, the same as is produced hy burning charcoal, or
from hot stoves in a tight room, and will bring on a difliculty in
breathing, which is not the case in steaming inmy way. This
machine can only be used in bed, where the vapor cannot be
applied to the body equally at the same time, therefore is no bet-
ter than a bot dry stone put on each side and to the feet of the
patient, for he canturn himself and get heat from them as well
as to have all the trouble of burmng #pirit and turning to the
vapor of ix\‘ to get warm by this dry heat. When the patient
ctands over a steam raised by putting a hot stone in the water,
which gives a more equal heat all over the body than can be done
in any other manner, it can be raised higher, and may be tem-
pered at pleasure by wetting the face and stomach with cold
weter as occasion requires. -

The method adopted by me, and which has always answered
the desired object, is as follows:—Take several stones of differ-
ent sizés and put them in the firetill red hot, then take the
smallest first, and put one of them info a pan or kettle of hot
water, with the stone about half immersed—the patient must be
undressed and a blanket put around him so as to shield his whole
body from the air,and then place him over the steam. Change
{he stones as often as they grow cool, so as to keep up a lively
stoam, and keep them over it; if they are faint, throw a little
cold water on the face and stomach, which will let down the
o1tward heat and restore the strenoth-—after they have becen over
tho steam long enough, which will generally be about fifteen or
twenty minutes, they must be washed all over with cold water
or spirits and be put bed, or may be dressed, as the circum--
stances of the case shall permit. Before they are placed over
{he steam, give a dose of No. 2 and 3, or composition, to raise
{he inward heat. When the patient is tco weak to stand over
the steam, it may be done in bed, by heating three stones and put
thern in water till done hissing, then wrap them 1n a number of
{hicknesses of cloths wet with water, and put one on each side
and one at the feet, occasionally wetting the face and stomach
with cold w ‘hen fal

i e
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Many other plans may be contrived in steaming, which would
make less trouble and be more agreealle to the patient, espe-
cially wheie they are unable to stand over the steam. "Anopen
worked chair may Le made, in which they might sit and be
steamed very convenicntly; or a settee might be made in the
same manner, in which they might be laid and covered with
blunkets so as to shield them from the sunounding air.  Such
contrivances as these would be very conven.ent in cases where
the patient would have to be carried through a course of medi-
cine and steamed a number of times, asis frequently necessery,
particularly in complaints that haye been of long standing.

As [ have frequently mentioried n regular course of medicine,
I will here state what 1s meint by it, and the most proper way
in which it is performed. Firstly, give No. 2 and 3, or compo-
sition, adding. a tea-spoonful of No. 6; then steam, and when
in bed repeat it, adding No. 1, which will cleanse the stomach
and assist in keeping up a perspirction; when this has done op-
erating, give an injection made with the same articles. Where
there are symptoms of nervous affection, or spasms, put half a
tea-spoonful of the nerve powder into each dose given, and into
the injection. In violent cases, where immediate relief is need-
ed, Nos. 1, 2,3, and 6, may Le given {ogether. Injections may
be administered at all times and in all cases of disease to ad-
vantage; it can never do harm, and in many cases they are in-
dispensably necessary, especially where there is canker and
infl:mmation in the bowels, and there is danger of mortification,
in which case, add a tea-spoonful of No. 6. In cases of this
kind the injection should be given first, or at the same time of
giving the composition, or No. 3.

The use of steaming is good in preventing sickness as well as
curing it. When a person has been exposed to the cold, and
is threatened with disease, it may be prevented, and long sick-
ness and expense saved by a very little trouble, by standing over
a steam and following the directions before given, till the cold is
thoroughly thrown off and alively perspiration takes place; then
go to bed, taking the stone from the kettle, and wrap it in wet
cloths and put it to the feet. This may be done without the
medicine, when it cannot be had; but is much better to take
something to raise the inward heat at the same time. A tea
made of mayweed, or summer-savory, or ginger znd hot water
sweetened, may be given, or any thing that is warming. This
advice is for the poor, »nd those who have not » knowledge of
the medicine; and will many times save them much trouble and
long skekness,
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advice is for the poor and those who have not a knowledge of
the mediciné; and will many times save them -much tiouble
and long sickness,

Steaming is of the utmost importance in cases of suspended
animation, such as drowned persons; in which case, place the
body over a moderate steam, shielded by a blanket from the

weight of the external air, and rarifying the air immediately '

around them with the steam. Pour into the mouth some of the

tincture of Nos. 1, 2, and 6; and if there is any infernal heat
remaining, there will be muscul'r moticn about the eyes and in
the extremities, If this symptom appenrs, repeat the dose sev-
eral times, and renew the hot stones, raising the heat by degrees;

if the outwurd heat is raised too sudden, so as to balance the

inwrd, you will fiil of the desired objeet, even after life appears.
This'is the only danger of any difficulty taking place—always
bear in mind to keep the fountain above the stream, or the in-
ward heat above the outward, and all will be safe. After life is
restored, put them 1n bed «nd keep the perspiration free for
twelve hours, by hot siones wrapped in clotlis wet with water,
and occasionally giving the tincture as before mentioned, when
the coldness and obstructions are thrown off, and the patient
will be in ‘the enjoyment of his natural strength.” Bewre of
bleeding or blowing in the mouth with a bellows, as either wili
generally prove [ tal.
" In mony cases of spotted fever, stexming is s necessary asin
drowned persons; such as when they full ipparently de.d; then
the same treatment is necess:ry to lighten the surréunding air
till you can rzise the inward heat so as to get the defermining
power to the surf ce. Begin with » small stone and as life gains
increase the steam as the patient can bear it; if the distress is
great, give more hot medicine inside, and as soon ¢s an equili-
brium takes place the pain will ce se. In all cases of this kind
the difficulty cannot he removed without applied he:t to the
body, and is more natural by ste:m than by any other means
that can be made use of In cases of long standing, where the
patient has been run down with mercury and left in a cold «nd
obstructed stafe, liable to rheumatism and other 51m11:_‘r com-
plaints, they cannot be cured with medicine without applied heat
by steam, as nothing will remove mercury but he=f. 8.
When a patient is earried through a course of my medicina
.and steamed, who has been long under mercurial treatment;
-and while under the operation of the stean, when the heat is at
the highest, the face will swell, in gonsequence of the poisonew

1
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vapour being condensed by the air, the face being open to 1ty
To relieve thls, put them in bed, and take a hot stone wrappetl
in several thicknesses of cloth wet with water, pouring on a lit.
fle vinegar, and making a lively steam; put it in the bed und
cover the head with the clothes and let them breathe the steam
as hot as can be borne, until the sweat covers the swelled part.
This will in about fifteen or twenty minutes throw out the poi-
son and the swelling will abate. This method also is of great
service in agues and teeth ache caused by cold; and many other
oases of obstruction from the same cause, especially young
<hildren stuffed on the lungs.

To steam small children, the best way is to let them sit in
the lap of a person; covering both with a blanket and set oves
the steam, pouring a little vinegar on the stone; or it may be
done in bed with a hot stone, wrapped in cloths wet with watex,
putting on a little vinegar, and covering them with the bed-
clothes laid loosely over them; but in this way you cannot ex-
arcise so good judgment in 1empermn the steam, as'when you
are steamed with them. 1f the child appears languid and faint,
the outward heat is high enough; put a litile cold water on the
fice or breast, which will restcre the strength, then rub them in
a cloth wet with vinegsr, spirit or cold water, put on clean
‘wlothes, and ";‘)ut them in hed, or let them set up, s their strength
will permit. This is safe in 21l cases of cold #nd cbstructed
perspiration. It ought always to be borne strongly in mind, te
give a child drink often, when under the operation of medicine,
or while steaming; if this is not done they will suffer much, as
alev cannot ask for it.

Tn all cases of falls or bruises, steaming is almost mfallible;
and is much better than bleeding, as is t}c common pmc'lce
which tends to destroy the life instead of promoting it. If the
person is not able to stand over thesteam, it must be donein
bed, as has been described. Give the hottest medicine inside
that you have, and keep the perspiration free till the pain and
soreness abates, and the strength will be soon restored. If the
advantages of this mode of treatment were generally known,
bleeding in such cases, or any other, to remove disease, would

never be resorted to bv the wise and prudent.

The use of steaming is to apply heat to the body where it is
deficient, and clear off obstructions caused by cold, which the
operations of the medicine will not raise heat enough todo; for
as the natural heat of the body hecomes thereby lower than the
Atatural state ef kealth, it must by art be raised as much above

§
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as it s been below; and this must be repeated until the di-
gestive powers are restored, sufficient to hold the heat by di-
gesting the food, then the health of the patient will be restored
by eating and drinking such things as the appetite shall require.
In this way the medicine removes disease, and food, by being
properly digesied, suppoits naturc and continues that "heat on
which life depends. :

Some who practice according to my system boast of carryin,
their patients through in a shorter time without the trouble q}";
stenming; thisis easily nccounted for; steaming is the most lar
borious part of the practice for those who attend upon the sicky
and the most nseful to the patient; as one operation of steam:-
ing will be more effectual in removing disease, than four courses
without it; and to omit it is throwing the labor upon the pa-
tient, with the expense of three or four operations more of the
medicine thin would be needed, did the person who attends do
s duty faithfully,

®N GIVING POISON AS MEDICINE.

Fhe practice of giving poison 28 medicine, which is so cong:
mon among the medical faculty at the present day, is of the ut
most importance to the public; and is a subject that I wish te
bring home to the serious consideration of the whole body of’
the people of this country, and enforce in the strongest man-
per on their minds the pernicious consequences that have hap-
mened, and are doily taking place by reason of giving mercury;
arsenic, nitre, opium and other deadly poisons to cure discuse.
Tt is admitted by those who make use of these things, that tha
introducing them into the system is very dangerous and that
they often-prove fatal. During thirty year’s pructice, I have
kad opportunity to gain much experience on this subject, and
am ready to declare thit Iam perfectly and decidedly convines
od, beyond all doubt, that there canbeno possille good derived
from using, in any manner or form whatever, those poisens: but
on the other hand, there is a great deal of hurt done. More
than nine tenths of the chronic cases that have come under my’
gure, have been such as had been run down with some cne or
the whole of the above named medic2l poisons; and the gren!-
est dificuliy T have had to encounter in removing the com--
ghaints witich my patients labered under, hes been to clear they
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a
sysiem of mercury, nitre, or opium, and bring them baek to the
g me stute they were in before taking them. It is a very easy
thing to getthem into the system, but very hard to get them
out &ga21n,
Those who make use of these things a8 medicine, seem to

eloak - the administering them under the specious pretence of !

great skill and art in prepuring and using them; but this kind of
- eovering will not blind the people, if they would examine it and
think for themselves, instead of believing that every thing s»id
or done by a leirned man must be right; for poison given to the
sick by a person of the greatest skill, will have exactly the same
effect.as 1t would if given by a fool.—The fact is, the operition
of it is diametricslly opposed to nature, and every particle of it,
that is ¢ ken into the system, will strengthen the powers of the
enemy to health. If there should be doubts in the minds of iny
one of the truth of whatI havesaid concerning the articles I
have named being poisonous and destructive to the constitution
and kealth of mnn, I will refer them to the works published by
those who recommend their use; where they will find evidence
enough to satisfy the most credulous, of the dangerous conse-
quences and fatal effects, of giving them as medicine. Toremove
all doubts of their being poison I will make a few extracts from
standard medical works, as the best testimony that can be given
in the case.

“Muriate of JMercury, is one of the most violent poisons
with which we are acquainted. Externally it acts as an escha-
roticor a caustic; and in solution, it is used for destroying fun-
gons flesh, and for retoving hepatic eruptions; bnt even exter-
nally, it must be used with very great caution.” Yet, reader,
this active poison is used as medicine, and hy being prepared
tn a different form, and a new name given it, (calomel.) its good
quilities are snid to be invaluable, and itis a certain cure for
almost every disease.

“Oxyd of Arsenic, is one of the most sadden and violent
poisons we are acquiinted -with. In mines, it causes the de-
struction of nmmbers of those who explore them; and it is fre-
quently the instrmnent by which victims nire s2erificed, either by
the hand of wickedness or imprudence. The fumes of arsenic
are so delcterious to the nngs, that the artist ouzht to be on his
guard to prevent their exhilation by themmouth; for if they be
mixed and swallowed with the saliva, effects will take place simi-
lar 1o those which follow its infroduation into the stomach in o
saline state; namely, a semsation of a piercing, gnawing, and

\
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Lutaing kind, accompanied with an acute pain in the stomach
and infestines, which last are violently ‘contorted; convulsive
voimiting; ins: 1t1'11)lc thirst, from the parched and rouah state of
the tongue and throat: th( ough, palpitation of the heart and a
deadly oppression of - the breast, succeed next; the matter eject-
ed by the mouth as well as the stools, exhibit ablack feeted, !
putrid appearance; at length with the mortification of the bow-.
els, the pain subsides, and death terminates the sufferings of the-,
patient.” “When the quantity is go very small as not “to prove. ?,
fatal, tremors, paralysis and lingering hectics succeed.”

Notwithst: imding this.ferrible description of the fatal effects
_of this artiele, the author says, “though the most violent of min-
er1l poisons, arsenic, according to Murray, equals, when propelly
administered, the first medicines in the class of tonics.” «Of
all. the dlserlS(‘S, (s1ys Dr. Duncan,) in which white oxyd of
arsenic has been used internally, there is none in which it has
been so frequently and so successfully employed, s in the cure
of intermitient fevers.' We have now the most s-:tisfactory - y
formation concerning this article, in the Medical Reports, of
the effects of arsenic in the cure of egues, remitting fever, and
periodical headaches, by Dr. Fowler of Stafford.” ¢“Such are
the powers of this medicine, that two grains of it are often suf-
ficient to cure an iantermittent that has continued for wecks!™
@As an external remedy, arsenic has long been known as the
basis of the celebrated cancer powders: Arsemc has ever been
applied in substance, sprinkled upon the ulcer: but this mode
of using it is exceedingly painful and extremely dangerovs.—
There have been ftal effects produced from 1ts absorption.” “Ng !
ather escharotic possesses equ:l powers in cancerous affections
1t not unfrequently amends the discharge, causes the sore fo
conirict in size, and cases have heen related of its hiving *
effected a cure.”  But, says Dr. Willich, “we are, on the com- o9 o
bined testimony of many medical practitioners, cvmpma us far |/
their mofcssnoml zeal and integrity, irresistibly induced to de-
&lare our opinion, at leisv,ﬂnr iinst the internsl use of this active
and dangerouvs medicine.”

I shall leave it to the reader to reconcile, if hé can, the in-
gonsistencies 7nd absurdities of the above statements, of the
effects of ritsbrne; and ask himself the question, whether ®
ean be possible for an article, the use of which is attended with,
snch consequences, cn be in any shape or form, proper to be
used as medicine; vet, it is 2 well known fict, that this poisog
74 in comstant use among the  cnlty, and forns the principal in+
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gredient in most of those nesirums sold throughout the ceuniny,
under the names of dicps, powders, washes, balsems, & ¢. #nd
there can be no doubt, thst thoussnds either die, or beceme
misereble invalids in consequence,
“Antimony, in the modern romenclature, is the n /me’ given
4/ to a peculiar metol. The antimonial metal is @ medicine of the
| greatest power of any known substonce; a quantity too minute
« to be sensible in the most delicate bal‘.nce, is edpable of pro-

\l/ ducing violent effects, if taken dissolved orin a soluable state.”

“bulphurcted antimony was employed by the ancients in Col-
Iyria, against inflimmation of the eyes, and for staming the eye-*
brows black, Tis internal use docs not seem to hove been
estallished 1ill the end of the fifteenth century; and even at
that time it was by mang looked upon as poiscnous.”  “All the
metalic preparations are uncertain, as it entirely depends on the
state of the '=10I‘]‘]C.., whether 1lwe=_\’ have no action at _all, or
operate with dangerous violence.” ¢The: principal general
medicinal \pphcahon of antimony has been for the use of febrile

«/Faffections.” - “In the datter stage of fever, where debility pre-

J wiils, its use is_imidiissible.” "Of the propriety of using this
metz] as medicine; I shull leave it fo the. reader to judge for
himself,

“Nitre. Silt-peiré. This selt, consisting of nitric acid and
potash, is found resdy formed on the surf: ce of the soil in w: rm
olim:tes”?  «Purified nitre is’ prescribed with adventege in
pumerous disorders. Its virtues are those of a lefrworen' nd
diuretie. It is usually given in doses from two or three grains to
'lsr‘nple Leing 5 very cocling #nd resolvent medicine, which by
weloxing the spasimodic rigidity of the vessels, premotes not only
the secretion of urine, but ¢t the s me time insensible perspira-
tion, in febrile disorders; while 1t #1lzys thirst and «betes heatg

+{ " though in malignant ceses m which the pulse is low, #nd the

/ patient’s strenoth exhausted, it produces contrary eflects.”—
“This powerful salt, wheén inndvertently tlen in too large guan-
tities, is one of fhe most fatal poisons.” “For some interest-
inz ohservations relative to the deleterions properties of salt-
pe‘re, the reader is refened to Dr. Mitchell’s letter to Dr.
Priestly.”

I have found from 2 series of practic: lr\{per'mem for many
years, that silt-petre has the. most certain and dend]v effects
upon the hnman system, of »ny drg that is used =5 medicine.
Alvho-mh the effects produced by it 're not so immediately
fatal as many ethers, yet its whole tendency is te counteract the

4 : g
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yprinciples of life and destroy the operation of nature. Expe-
rience has taught me that 1t 1s the most powerful enemy to health,
and that it is the most difficult opponent to encourfter, with any
degree of ‘success, that 1 have ever met with, Being in its
nature cold, there cannot be any other effects produced by it,
than to increase the power of that enemy of heat, and to lessen
its necess 1y influence.

“Opium, when taken info the stomach, to such an extent as
to huve anysensible effect, gives rise to a pleasant serenity of the
mindy in general proceeding to a certain degree of lingucrand
drowsiness.” “It excites thirst, and renders the mouth dry
and parched.” «Taken into the stomach in a larger dose, gives
rise to confusion of the head and vertizo. The powers of ali
stimulating causes of making impressions on the bhody are
diminished; and even at times and in sitiations when a person
would naturally be awake, sleep is irresistibly induced. Tn still
Ihrger doses, it acisin the same m nner as the narcotic poisons,
giving rise to vertigo; hexdache, tremors, delirium and convul-
sions; and these termin~ting in_a state of stupor, from which

the person cannot be roused. Fhis stupor is accompanied with

slowness of the pnlse, and with stertor in breathing, and the
scene is terminated in death, attended with the same appesr-
ances as take plice in snapoplexy.”  «Inintermittents it 1s soid
to hive been used with good effect.”  “It is often of very great
service in fevers of the typhoid type.” «In small pox, when the
convulsions hefore eruption are frequent and considerable, opium
is liberally used.” %™ cholera and pvrosis, it is almost the
only thing trasted to.” “The administration of opium to the
iin iceustomed, 1s sometimes very difficult.  The requisite quan-
tity of opium is wonderfully di%erent in . different persons, »nd
in different sti1tes of the s me person. = A quarter of a grain will,
in one adult, produce effects which ten times the quantity will
not do in another. The lowest fatal dose to the unaccustemed,
as mentioned hy authors, seems to be four grains; but a danger-
ous dose is so apt to puke, that it has seldom time to occasion
“death.”

From the above extricts it will readily be seen, that the use
of opium 1s medicine i§ very d:ngerous, at least, if not destruc-

N
!

tive to he lth; its advocates, it will he observed, do not pretend +/ »

that it will cure any disorder, but is used as 1 p-lirtive for the
purpose of @ 1sing pain, by desfroying sensibility. Phin is cansed
by dise se, ind there ¢ n be no other way fo. rehc;ve it hut hy
~i=avipg the cause. Sleep produced by oning is unpaturals

& -
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and affords no relief to the paticnt, being nothing more thun &
suspension of his senses; und it might with as much propriety
be said, that a state of delirium is Lcnef'cml fora person in that
situation is not sensible of pain. The f: et s, opium ig a poi-
son, and when taken into the system, pmducvs no other efiect
than to strengthen the power of) the enemy to hezlth, by dead-
ening the sensible organs of the stomach and intestines, =nd
preventing them from performing their natural functions so im-
portant to the maintaining of health and life. In all the cases
that have come within my knowledge, where the patient has
‘been long in the habit of taking opium, I have found it almost
mmpossible, after removing the disease to restore the digestive
powers of the stomach.

I have made the foregoing extracts on the subject of poisong,
for the purpose of giving a more plain and simple view of the
Ppernicious consequences caused by their being given as medi-
eine, than [ could do in any other manner. In this short
address it is impossible to do that justice to the subject that I
could wish, and which its importance demands; but I am not
without hope, that what is here given will satisfy every candid
person who reads it, of the truth of those principles which it has
‘been at all times my endeavor to inculcate, for the benefit of
monkind, and convince them, that what has a tendency to de-
stroy life, can never be useful in restoring health.

In support of what has been before said on the use of mer
oury, I will here give a short extraet from Dr, Mann’s Medical
Sketches, which is but a trifle in comparison with the many coses
tho1 he has given of the fatal eflects of that poison. “Calomel
should never be administered, unless the patient is so situated
thet the skin may Le preserved in its natural warmth. If this
1s not attended to during 1ts administration, either the bowels
or the glands of the mouth suffered. To one of these parts
it frequently directed all its stimulating powers, and induced on
one or the other high degrees of inflimmation, which terminated
in mortification of the intestines, or destruction of not only the®
muscles, but the bones of the f:ce.

“Four c:ses under these formid=ble effeets of mercurial pf ya-
lism, were ndmitted info the general hespitel at Lewistown;
three of whom died with their jaws and faces dreadfully muti-

»lated.  The fourth recovered with the loss of the inferior max-
illa on one side, and the teeth on the other. He lived a most
wretched life, deformed in his features, (when T last saw the
patient,) inc pa?l;‘ of taking tfood except through a smaﬂ
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There are several vegetables that grow common in this coun-
try, which are poisons; and in order that the public may be on
t}ncxr guard against using them as medicine, I will here give =

‘hs'f of those within my knowledge, viz: Garden Ilemlock;
Night-shade, Apple Peru, Poppy, Ienbane, Poke-root, Man-
drake-root, Gzarget-root, Wild Parsnip, Indigo-weed, lvy, Dog-
wood, Tobacco, and Laurel. In cuse cither of these articles,
or any other poison should be taken through accident, or other-
wise, a strong preparation of No. 1, with a small quantity of No.
2, will be found to be a sovereign remedy.

C ses frequently occur in the country of being poisoned ex-
ternally, by some of the ubove vegetzble poisons, m which they
swell very much. When this happens, by taking No. 2, or
Composition, and washing with the tincture, or the third prepa-
ration of No. 1, relicf muy be speedily obtained.

Itis a common thing with the doctors to mike use of many of
the above mentioned vegetsble poisons s medicine; but I would
eaution the public against the use of them in any way whatever,
‘as they will have no other effect than to increase the difficulty,
and injure the constitution of the patient; being deadly poisons
it is impossible that they can do any good. No dumb beast will
ever touch them, and they are correct judges of what is good
for food or medicine,

Great use is made in many parts of the country of garden
hemlock, (scicuta,) and is recommended by the doctors for many
compliints, to be tiken or applied externally. Thave been credi-
bly informed that large quantities of this article are collected
and boiled down to a thick substance, by the people in the couri
try, and sold by them to the doctors and apothecaries. It is
well known to be the greatest poison of any vegetable, and was
used in ancient times fo put criminals to death; but this wos
hafore it was ever thought of, that the same article that would
c1use immediate death when taken for that purpose, would alsa
cure dise1se.

Many persons that pretend to malke use of my svstem of prae-
tice, are in the habit of using some of the vegetables that T have
mentioned as poisonous. I wish the public to un‘de‘rs"\nd that
it is entirely unauthorised by me s there is nothing in my practice
or writing, but what it directly opposed to every thing of a poison-
ous nature being used 1s medicine; forithas always been my aim,
to ascertain and avoid the nscof every thina except such arti-
gles s [knew by actual experiénce to he agreeable te nature, and

~é’lsp free from all danger or risk in using them to cure disease
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1 therefore eaution the public against putting =ny confidence iu
such 1s mike use of either vegetable or mineral poison,

There has been several cuses of death published by the does
fors, which they say were caused by these who practice by my
system; and from the descripiion they have given of the treat-
ment, [ have good reison 1o suppose, if there is any truth at af}
in them, were attended by such as I have Lefore mentioned,
preiending to practice by my system withent having a correct
knowledge of it; and who are tampering w.th every kind of
medicine they can find; for there is.no such teatiment of dis-
ease, as they describe, ever been recommended by me or that
eun be found in my writings or practice. It 1s very convenient
for them, and has become common, to say, when theyv h:ppen to
be suceessful, it is their own great improvements; but when the
potient dies, 1t is then laid to the Thomson system of practice.
This is unjust, and ought to be exposed: and I ask all those
svho have a wish to promote the practice, to adopt some means
5 ascertain the truth, and make it public, 4

D

THE DOCTORS WITHOUT A4 SYSTEM.

That the doctors have no system, is a fact pretty generally
acknowledged by themselves; or at least, they have none that has
been fixed upon as a general rule for their practice. Almost
every grect man among them has had'a system of his own,
which has been followed by their adherents till some other one
is brought forward more fishionable. This is undoubtedly a
great evil, for it makes every thing uncertain; where it is con-
stantly changing, there can be no dependence on any thing, and
the practice must alwnys be experimental; no useful knowledge:
can be obtained by the young practitioners, as they will be con
stantly seeking after new theories. What should we say of a
carpenter who should undertake to repair a building, without
having any rule to work by, and should, for want of one, de-
stroy the half of =1l he undertook to repair. The employers
would soon lose all confidence in him, snd dismiss him as an
ignorant blockhead.  And is it not of infinifely more import-
ance for those who nndertake to repair the human body, to have
some correct rule to work by? Their practice is founded on vis-
ion“ry theories, which are so uncert:in and contrgdictory “that_

L35 impossible 1@ form any correct general role as a guide to Me-
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(spendea upon. In order to show the opinions of others =s
well 48 my own, I shall make a few extricts {rom late writers
on the subject. Speaking of the revolutions of medicines, one
#mys:

«We have now noticed the principal revolutions of medicine;
and we plainly perceive that the theory of medicize, not only
has been, but is yet, in an unsettled state, that its practical ap-
plication is wavering, fall cious, and ex{remely pernicious; and
taking a survey of the various fortunes of the art, we may
well say, with Bacon, that medicine is o science that hath been
more professed than labored, and yet more labored than advane-
ed, the labor having been in a circle, but not in progression.”

“Theories are but the butierflies of the day—they buzz fox
a while and then expire. We can trace {or many centuries pasty
one theory overturning another, yet each in its succession pra
mising itself immortality.”

«The applic:ton of the rmles which the practitioner lays
down to himself is direct, and in their choice, no one can ers
with impunity. The least erroncous view leads to some con-
sequence. We must remember the lives of our fellow creatures
are nt stake. TFor how many cruel and premature deaths, how
mony impiired and debilitated constitutions have paid for the
folly of theories'—follies, which have proved almost always fa-
cinating, 'The study of a sys'em is more exsy than an investi-
gation of nature; and in practice, it seems to smooth every diffi~
mley.”

* fn my lectures on the art of physic, (s1ys Dr. Ring,) both
theoretical and practical, T have fully proved that there is no ne-
cessity for that bane of the profession, conjecture or hypothesis;
and if T were asked whether, if T myself were dangerously ill, T
would saffer any hypothetical, however plausible physician, te
prescribe for my malady, my answer would be no, assuredly noy
unless T wished to risk the loss of my life. I could give a re-
markable instance of - this. : !

«Speculation and hypothesis are always at variance with
«pund experience and successful practiqe.”

The above extracts-evince the pernicious effects qf false the-
ory and hypothesis, which at the present day, constitute nearly
the whole art of physic: o
i The f‘o!lowinr_lrI j!;.YSf remarks are copied from the writings of
the Rev. John Wesley. y

«As theories increised, simple medicines were more and more

digregarded and disused; tilk, m a courss of yeats, the greaer

r
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part of them were forgotten, at least in the more polite nations,
In the roomn of thesegabundance of new ones were introduced,
by reasoning, speculative men; and those more and more difii-
cult to be applled as being more remo'e from common observa-
tion. Hence rules for the application of these, and medical
books were immensely multiplied ; till at length physxc became
an abstruse science, quite out of the reach of ordinary men.—
Physicians now began to be held in admiration, as persons who
were something more than human. And profit attended their
employ, ns well as honor. So that they had now two weighty
reasons for keeping the bulk of mankind at a distance, that they
might not pry into the mysteries of their profession. To this
end they incressed those difficulties, by design, which wexe in a
manner by accident. They filled their wrmngs with abundance
of technical terms, utterly unintelligible to plain men.

“Those who understood only how iorestore the sick to health,
they branded with the name of Fmpirics. They introduced in-
to practice abundance of compound medicine, cons:sting of so
many ingredients, that it was scirce possible for common peo-
ple to know which it was that wrought a cure. "Abundance of
exotics, neither the nature or names of which their own coun-
trymen understoed.”

“The history of the art of medicine, in all ages,” says Dr.
Blane, ¢“so feems with the fanciful influence of superstitious ob-
servances, the imaginary virtues of medicines, with nugatory,
delusive, neflicient, and capricious practices, fallacious and so-
phistical reasonings, 2s to render it little more than a chaos of
error, a tissne of deceit unworthy of admissien mougtlnns&
fil axts and liberal pursam of man,’ ,
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