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EDVERTISEMENT.

THE author of the following fmall Treatife has made it his.
bufinefs to examine all that has been written on the Vene-
al Difeafe, from the days of Afiruc tothe prefent time ; ro all
that he has thus felected, be has added his ewn Pra&ical Obfer-
vations, and hepes, that by thofe who are beft acquainted with
the following Treatife will not be deemed fuperfluous. ;
SHOULD any reader be flartled at certain modes of pra&tice Lcre
recommended, he begs the favor, before they venture to con=
demn, that they will take the trouble to give them a fair trial;
and if they then difcover them to be erroncous, that they will
ive a candid account of their experience to the world as he has
one, without laying any ftrefs upon theories unfupporied by
fads, or plaufible conje&ures which have not been confirmed by
repeated experimental obfervations. Whoever makes any difco-
* wery that can tend to alleviate in any degree the diftrefles of man-
kind, is called upon by the duties he owes to fociety to make thefe
_ difcoveries as generally known as peflible. This has been the
authors way of thinking at ail times, and that which has dircéied
his condu& on the prefent occafion. ~

HE has omitted in the former editions to mention, among the
different-methods of curing the Iues, Mr. Clare’s manner of rub-
bing one or two grains of calomel, with {aliva, every mbriing
and evening, on the lips or outfide of the gums, The objeéiions
he had againft this method {ubfift ftill, and are acknowledgedly
the author himfelf, viz. avery fpeedy forenefs of the mouth and
falivation. Thefe {fymptoms he found always rather contrary to
a happy and radical cure. . This application ro the mouth, or
glans penis, or labia, however, may be ufeful to perfons-who,
from a peculiar irritability, cacnot ufe mercuwry in any other
way.

ANOTHER obfervation is about the ufe of opium agair ft ve-
sereal ulcers. This remedy bas been lately highly exivlled, but
upon diligent and careful inquiry, he has pot found one patienr,
with venereal ulcers, cured®by it, who had not previoufly mace
ufe of mercury, or who was not obliged to have recousfe 1o this
larter to complete the cure afterwards.: Opium, however, fecws .
to be a valuable medicine for allaying the pain, and favouring
the healing of uleers of various kinds.

AN error muft likewife here be taken notice of, the worc
CLAP is not, as mentioned, derived from claping ; but from the
obfolete French word clapier, fignifying a lodging or fhop of a
fingle common woman.
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PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS
O N

VENEREAL COMPLAINTS.

Ad re&e medendum omnino opus eft, ut remedia, non folum generi, fed (pe-
cici cuique, et fzpi etiam verietatibus quibufdam, apprime fint accommg=*
data. y

Cullen, Synop. Nof. Method,

€O AP T

Obfervations on the Venereal Infetion, and the different ap-
pearances of Syphilitic Complaints in general.

E fay that a perfon is poxed, injured, or affe@ed with
the venereal difeafe, pox or bad diftemper*, when the
venereal poifon has been received into the fyftem, and

there produces its peculiar effe@s. Thefe effe&s or {fymptoms are
ulcers of the mouth, fauces, and skin, cutaneous eruptions, tet-
ters, pains and {welling of the boues, 8c. But as long as the
effects of the poifon are confined to the genitals, the diforderis not
called a {yphilis, lues venerea, or pox ; but diftinguifthed by fome
particular name, according to its different appearasces ; fuch as
gonorrheea, fhancre, bubo, &c,

Concerning the nature of the venereal poifon, we know no
more than we do about that of the fmall pox, or any other con-
tagion ; we know only that it produces fuch and fuch effeés,
which yield to a particular mode of trea.ment. Like other con-
tagions, it requires fome time after being applied to the human
body, before it procuces that fermentation (if I may be allowed
the expreffion) which brings on the diforder, It is not known
whether the poifon has different degrees of acrimony and volati-
lity, or whether it is always the fame in its nature, ‘varying only
with regard to the particular part to which it isapplied, or ac=

A ! cording

* Inlatin this difeafe is called, lues venerea, morbus gallicus, or Syphilis
Whether the name Syphilis is derived from fus, porcus, and philiay amor, as if
you would fay, amor porcinus 5 or whether jtowes its origin tofome other de~
rivation, is uncertain. In Frenchit is called Lasmaladie venerienne, La versie,
‘ot Grande verole 3 in Geraman, Laflfcuche Franzofen.
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cording to the different habit and congtitution, or particular idio=
fyncracy, of the perfon who receives the infection. We know
that mercury poffefles a certain and fpecific power of deftroying
the venereal virus : but we are quite uncertain, whether it ats
by its fedative, aftringent, or evacuart quality ; or if not rather
by a chemical elettive attraction, whereby both fubltances uni-
ting with one another, are changed into a third, which is no
more hurtful, but has fome new properties, entirely diflinc from
thofe of the two formér.

+ The yariolous contagion, we know, produces its effects in a-
bout twenty or twenty -four days,after the infection is received
from the atmofphere, and cight or ten days if by inoculation. But
with regard to the venerea] virus, we are lefs acquainted with
the period. At fome times, and perhaps in particular perfons,
it requires a longer time to produce its «ffeéts, than at orhertimes,
or in other perfons., I have feen fhancres arife in the fpace of
twelve hours, nay in‘a fiill fherter time, indeed Imight fay in 2
few minutes, after impure coition ; whereas in others they make
their appearance only in as many days. The generality of men
feel the firft {ymptoms of a genorrhea on the fecond, third, or
fifth day after an impure coitus ; but there are cafes where they
are not obferved tillafter as many weeks or months. About ten
years ago, I was confulted by a perfon in whom a violent dil-
charge from the glans, along with a phymofis, but without any

_ fhancres, took place four weeks after infe@ion 5 though, during

- ail thar interval, he felt not the leaft {ymptom of the difeafe,
Some years ago ayoungman went out in feemingly perfeét health
to the Eaft Indies ; buton his arrival in that hot climate, after a
voyage of four months, a violent gonorrheea broke out before he
went on fhore, though he could have received no infe&ion during
the voyage, as there was not a woman on board. ¥

How long the venereal poifon may lurk in the body itfelf, after
ithas been abforbed into the mafs of blood, before it produces
auy{enfible effeéts, is a matter of equal uncerrainty. There is
fcurce a pra&itioner wha has notobferved inftances of its remain=
ing harmlefs for wecks, or even months, in the body. I have
had accefs ro obferve acafe, where, after lying dormant for half

_a year, it brokeout with unequivocal fymptoms. But the fol-
lowing inftance is ftill more extraordinary. Some years ago I
was confulted by a gentleman about a fore throat, which I decla-
red to be veacreal. My partient was aftonifhed, and affured me,
that for nine years paft he had not had the leat venereal com-—
plaiut, nor had any reafon to believe he had fince received any
infection. But at that time he had been in the Eaft-Indies, where
he laboured undér a virulerit gonorrheea.  Ou his return to Fu-
rope, being to appearance in perfe& health, he married, and con-
ri~ned nerfe@ly free of any {uch complaint ever fince. By a mer-
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VEwbkeans INFECTION. 3

curial courfe, however, the complaint for which he applied to
me was completely removed.

In fome perfons the veuereal poifon more particularly attacks
the throat, where it produces ulceratious ; while in others it ex<
ertsits virulence on theskin or bones. Whilft the greateft part of
mankind are thus eafily affected by this poifon, there are fome
few who feem to be altogether unfufceptible of the centagion,
and run every risk without fuffering in the fmalleft degree ; juft
as fome cannot be infe@ed with the variolous contagion, though
they go into infé&ed places, and expofe themfelves to every ha-
zard by which the difeafe is gener‘y communicated.. Some are
more liable to be infected than others feemingly of the fame ha-
bit; and thefe who have been onceinfected {ecem to be moreliable
to catch the contagion a fecond time, than thofe who never were
infected before with the difeafe. The fame difference is obferv-

~ able in the progrefs made by the difeafe after the patient is infec-

ted. In fome the progrefs is flow, and the difeafe appears fcarce
to gain any ground ; while in others it advances with the ut-
moft rapidity, and foon produces the moft terrible {fymproms.

At what time this dreadful malady, the very idea of which
poifons the fource of happinefs, was firlt known among mankind,
is a matter I canuot pretend to decide. Even the time of its firft
appearance in Futope, and whence it was imporred thither, is un-
certain. Thus much we may venture to affirm, that we have no
authentic proofs of its having exifted among the ancient Greeks
and Romans ; though thefe undoubredly were as licentious as
their pofterity, whether barbarous or refined. * Some diforders
arggmentioned*by ancient writers which feem to intimate the exs.
iftence of the venerealdiftemper, in fome fhape, or other, “from
the earlieft antiquity. Such are the difciarge mentioned in the
book of Leviticus, the difeafe of Job, and that related in the
pfalms of David ; fome complaints of the genital parts related by

Paulus Aegintla, by Aetitis, &c. The corroding wlcers of the

prepuce and glans, the difcharge of thin [anious matter from
the penis, the mortificatien and cancer of the penis, the phage-
deenic ulcer of the [ame, the warts of the prepuce and glands,
condylomata ad anim, the fivelled tefiicles arifing without ex~
ternal contufion, all mentioned by Celfus, l.vi. cap. xviii. De
obfceenarium partium vitiis, and defcribed as obflinare difeafes,
and hardly curable without the hot iron. But whether thefe have
been modifications of our more modern fyphilitic complaints, or
diforders of a quite different nature, is what I cannot take upon
me to determine.

That venereal complaints, however, did really exift in Eu-
rope before the return of Columbus from his filft voyage to the
Caribbee iflands in 1493, is pot only probable, for the reafons
alledged by Dr. Sanches, in his Differtation fur lorigine :;c

a
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la maladie venerienne, and in his Examen hifiorique fur P appa~
rition de la maladievenerienne en Europe ; but confirmed to me,
though contrary to theopinion of Dr. Aftruc, by the 4th law
given in the manulcript ftatutes, De difciplina Lupanarts publi=
¢i Avenionenfis (Avignon), made in the year 1347, by Queen
Joannal. After other regulations, the law proceeds thus : ==
¢ Jubet Regina Sabbato quilibet a Bayliva una cum chirurgo, 2
“¢ confulibus propofito, mulieras meritorias fingulas lufirari ;
¢ quotcunque in lupanari proftant. Etfi qua fcorrationi zgri=-
“ tudenem ullam contraxerit,*a czteris feponi ut feorfim habitet,
“¢ ne fui copiam facere poflit ; ut morbi przcaveantur quia juve=-
“¢ nibus poffent concipi.,” Which may be thus tranflated : *‘ The
¢ Queen further orders, thatevery one of the women kept in that
¢ bawdy-houfe fhould be vifited every Saturday by the mother
“ abbefs, together with a furgeon appointed by the magiftrates
¢ for this purpofe ; and if there be any who have contra&ed
““ fome difeafe by fcortation, the fame fhould befeparated from
“ the reft, and be'thut up ina private room, fo that fhe may
¢ pot lic with any man, in order to avoid by thefe means the
¢¢ diforders which might be communicated by her to young men.”
See Afiruc De morb. vener. p. 34. bBut all this will be made ve-
ry foon fill more probable {rom the light thrown on the fubje&t
by the learned and ingenious Dr. Henfler, from old authentic
manufcripts difcovered by him.

It is a queftion, whether the venereal poifon can be abforbed
into the fyflem, without a previous affe¢tion of the genitals or
fome other parts of the furface of the body ; and indeed this is
with me ftill a matter of doubt. Though I have for fifteen years
examined all the cafes which fell under my infpeétion, with a
view todetermine this queflion, I have not met with one well-
authenticated fa& which conld determine me to take the affirma-
tive. # I have never feena fingle perfon affeéted with this difeafe
for ghe firfi time, without fome previous appearance, cither of a
running, ora venereal ulcer, in fome part or other of the body,
efpecially of the genitals ; though indeed I have met with feve-
ral inflances where the patient had imagined himfelf radically cu~
red of fuch complaints long before. In fome cafes, I have, ona
clofe examiration, difcovered very fmall venereal ulcers, where
the patient himfelf knew nothing of them ; in others, where the
patients have aflcrted, that they were infeted without any pre-
vious difeafe of the furface, they have,on a fri& enquiry, con-
feffed that they had either had fhancres, or ulcers of a doubtful
nature, on the thigh, fcrotum, &c. or even the pex itfelf, one,
two, or more years before, though they had loag imagined them-
felves perfecly and radically cured. I have indeed been told by
fome eminent phyficians, that”buboes fometimes arife wichout

any
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anf previous running or uleeration ; but as no fuch cafe ever
fell under my infpection, I muft fiill remain in uncerrainey.

It has been afferted, even by fome late writers, that this dif-
cafe may be caught by lying in the {fame bed with or after anin-
fe&ed perfon. But this, from the moft accurate obfervations afid
experimeats I have made upon the fubje&, I have never been a-
ble to confirm. Nor do we ever fee nurfes infe@ed in the Lock
Hofpital, where they live right and day with patients in allfta=
ges of the diftemper. The fa& feems to be, that patients areapt
toimpofe upon themfelves, or upon phyficians and furgeons, with
regard to this matter ; and the above opiaion eafily gains ground
among the vulgar, efpeciallyin countries where [uperflition is
more prevalent, or where they are more influenced by their fer-
vile fituation in life, orother circumftances. Hence we fome-
times hear the moft ridiculous accounts given iz thofe countries,
by friars and common foldiers of the mancer in which they were
infe&ed with this difeafe.

Another queftior, which Iam equally unable to decide, is, whe-
ther the venereal poifon aever infects any fluid of our body befides
the mucus and lymphatic {yftem. Hence I am in doubt, whe~
ther the venereal poifon in an infe@ted ‘Woman ever effeéts the
milk, and confequently whether the infe&ion can thus be convey=
ed to the infant by the milk alon2, without any venereal ulcers
on or aboutthe pipples. It is equally a matter of uncertainty to
me, whether the venereal difeafe is ever conveyed from an in-
fe&ed father or mother, by coition, to the feetus, provided their
genitals are found ; or; whether a child is ever infe@ed in the
urarus of a deceafed mother, Such infe&ed infants as came under
my obfervation, and that of my friends, whofe pracice affords
them frequent opportunities of {eeing new-born infants, feemed
rather to militate againft the opinion. Neither 1 myfclf, gor any
of them, have been ableto obferye ulcers of a venereal kind up-
on new-born children ; and fuch as make their appearance four,
fix, eight, or more days afterwards, on the genitals, anus, lips,
mouth, %c. or the difcharge like a gonorrheea, which fometimes
takes place, may probably be fuppofed to arife by infeéion, du-
ring the paflage, from ulcers in the vigina of the mother, the
skin of the infant being then nearly as tender as thofe parts which
are not covered with the cuticle in adults; and this is perhaps the
only time when an abflorption of the venereal poifon might take
place without a previous excoriation or ulcer of the skin.

All the ways, therefore, by which the venereal poifon may
be communicated from an unhealthy to an healthy perfon, may
be reduced to the following heads.

1. The moft frequent method is, by the coition of an healthy
perfon with another who is infected, eitherwith & venercal go-
northaea, or venereal ulgers of the genirals. i

2. by
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2. By the coition of an healthy perfon with snother apparent-
Iy heaithy, in whofe genitals the poifon lies concealed, without
having yet produced any bad fymptoms. Thus, a woman who
has perhaps received an infe&ion from a man two or three days
before, may, during that time, infe&, and often does infe&, a<
nother man, without having any fymptom of the difeafle vifible
upon herfelf ; and vice verfa, a man may infe&t 2 woman in the
fame manner. -

3. By fucking. 1In this cafe, the nipples of the wet nurfe may
~ be infed@ed by venereal ulcers in the mauth of the child ; or, vice

verfa, the nipples of the nurfe being infe@ed, will occafion ve=-
nereal ulcers in the child’s nofe, mouth orlips.-
4+ By expofing to the conta& of the veacres! poifon any part
of the body either covered with the cuticle or not, by kiffing,
touching, &c. efpecially if theparts fo expofed have been pre=~
vioufly excoriated, wounded, or ulcerated, byany caufe what-
ever. In this manner we frequently fee venercal ulcers azife in
the ferotum and thighs § and there are {ome well-dttefled inftan«
ces where the infeGion took place in the liands of midwives of
furgeons. I have likewife feen venereal ulcers produced in the
noftrils, eye-lids, and lips, of perfons who had touched the ge-
nitals cither of themfelves or others afftéed with the gonorrheea
or venereal ulcers, and then rubbed their noftrils, &c. with theis
‘fiagers, without previoufly wathing their hands. 2
. By wounding any partof the body with a lancet of knife
infse&ed with the venereal virus. In this there is a fimilarity be-
gween the venereal poifon and that of the fmall pox. We have
feveral examples of the latter being produced by bleeding with 2
lancet which had been previoufly employed for the purpofe of
inoculation, or of opening variolous puftles, without being pro-
perly cleaned afrerwards 5 and Van Swieten relares feveral inftan~
ces where the lues was communicated by a fimilar carel>flnefsin
cleaning the infirument ufed in bleeding or fcarification. We
had laft year a melancholy example hare of a young lady, who
having drawn a decayed tooth, and replaced it with one taken
immediately from a young woman apparently in health, was foon
after affe@ed with an ulcer-of the mouth. ~ The fore manifefted
itfelf to be of a venerzal nature 5 butfuch was its obftinacy, that
itrefified even the molt powerful mercurial remedies, termina=
ring at laft in a caries of rhe maxilla, with 4 moft fhocking ero-
fion of themouth and face, by which the unhappy patient was
defiroyed ; andall this without the fmalleft diforder being per-
ceived in the woman frcm whom the found tooth was procured.
No branch of the medical art has, as far as my knowledge ex=
tends, received fo many valuable improvements from modern
pradtice as the treatment of the différent venereal complaints; and
I belicye, amongft the various difeafes to which mankiad are fub=
: jeét,
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je&, there is none of which the cure is now more ealy and cer-
tain than the venereal difeafe, if properly and judicioudly treated,
but when negleéed, or unskilfully treated, it is often rendered
obftinate, and fometimes nearly incurable: and itis a well-known
truth, that many people fuffer more, and have their conflituti-
‘ons broken by prepofterous tzeatment in this difeafe, than perhaps
by the difeafe itfelf, if they had applied nothing at all. Yer
there is fearce any difeafe whatever in which more people pre=
tend to skill than this; and among the Whole herd of quacks,
there is fcarce one who does not pretend tofome fuperior kaow-
ledge, orto the poffeffion of fame particular nofirum, which he
{ets forth as an infallible remedy for this diforder in all its vari-
ous ftages. Thus, with confummate impudence, he impofes on
fuch patientsas have the misfortune to fall into his hands, and
who fooner orlater are generally fure to fuffer feverely for their
credulity. Itis, however, certain, that to beable to eure this
diftemper in all its various ftages, requires not orly a great dew
gree of judgment in the choice and dofe of the medicines, but
likewife fuch a thorough knowledgeof the conftiturion of the
patient, asis not to be obtained but'by a long experience and
judicious obfervation. Hence more than common abilities are
often requifite perfeftly and radically to cure a confirmed Hues, -
or venereal complaints wich have bten prepofiereufly treated.
The grear number of unfortunate vigims to ignorance and rapaci-
ty, which we daily obferve, are but fo many eonfirmations of
the truth of this affertion.

From the moft authentic accounts, it cannot be doubted thag
venereal complaints were formerly much more violent, dreadful,
and even notunfrequently fatal. This is generally imputed to the
more malignant nature of the poifon at that time ; and it is ima-
gined that afterwards it grew more mild. But this opizion feems
to me to be deflitute of any folid foundation. I have feen the
difeafe, and all its different fhapes, not in ten or twenty, butin
hundreds of inftances, as violent and inveterate as ever defcribed
by any author of the 16th or 17thcentury. All that can be faid
is, that we fee thofe dreadful complaints now mere feldom in
Eurepe in general. This, I think, is not owing to the difference
of climate, as fome might imagine; but to theg improvements
made in the treatment of this difeafe, and more efpecially to the
enlightened principles of humanity I‘:Preading all over Furope, and
happily fucceeding the barbarous fuperftition and eruelty offor-
mer times. We no longer abhor or expofe thofe poor unhappy
wretches on the dunghill, or let them die, as the Kalmucks do
~their brethren and children affeGed with the fmall-pox, without
giving them rhe leaft aflifance : both fexes, being iu our timeslefs
expofed te the prejudice of others, apply fooner for relief, and
obtain it more eafily from morc humane and betrerinflructed per-

fons 3
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fons ; and T am perfuaded it is owing.principally te this, that the
difeafe is not only l=fs frequent, but in all its different fymproms
lefs violent, in this capital, than in any other in Europe. Peo-
ple of the lower clafs have not only fo many hofpitals or difpen=
faries, where they get advice and medicines from unprejudiced
and skilful perfons, for nothing ; but thofle of the female fex,
who would be perhaps detained by fhame frem applying to fuch
a place, eafily find a gentleman who gives them money to fupport
them during their miferable fituation, and as eafily a medicalman
who cures them without expeéting any remuneration whatfoever.
1 know this no-whers the cafe abroad ; befides, the generality
of phyficians and furgeons, not having the advantage of fuch a li-
beral education, have more confined notioas, and often but a ve-
ry fuperficial knowledge of this difeafe. Our phyficians and fur-
geons do not think themfelves authorifed to reproach their ve-
nereal patients with their mifery ina rude and inhuman manner,
or to let thele poor creatures fuffer as infiruments of his venge-
ance, or, ia order to pleaf: God Almighty, think themfelves ap~
pointed by Heaven to punifh rather than relieve them, as 1 have
a thoufand times heard evggdin great capitals in different parts of
the continent. Our magﬁ'atcs and policz do not force thefe
wretchesinto a prifon, or into an holpital, not very different
from a prifon, but put in their way all poflible means to procure
relief for themfclves. In other countries, where government
purfues a different plan, where patienishave no place of refort,
whare they are expofed to die of hunger during the cure, or
where they are even intimidated from applying in time, in thofe
countries 1 have frequently feen the diforder in its moft horrid
ftages, aad fuch as are almoft unknown in this country. In thort;
let a perfon make the tour of Europe, and only take notice of the
venereal patients, as well thole who are confined inhofpitals, as
thofe who live or die unnoticed, under the moft horrid {ymptoms
of thisdifeafls, in their private abodes; and he will be able to
form as folid a judgment of the comparative progrefs of enlight-
eaed principles of governments in different countries, from thefe
obfervations, as from any other enquiry whatfoever. He will
be aftonithed to find at this day fuch a‘difference between the fe-
veral governmentswith regard to barbarity and humanity, as I
found with refpec tefcience, not many years.ago, between two
modern univerfities ; I mean Geettingen and Louvain. In the
former, every inflitution is calculated to inculcate upon the minds
of young Men every kind of ufeful knowledge, and the moft li-
beral principles of philanthropy ; whereas, in the latter, every
thing {eems ro confpire to keep the youth ih fuperfiitien and ig-
norancg, and to engrave in their hearts all the principles of into=-
lerance, aod hatred of truelearning of every kind, for which'we
now fo juftly blame our fosefathers. .

S I have

P
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T have at leaft hitherto found the frequency and the violence of
venereal complaints in different countries, to be exaély in propor-
tion to the degree in which learning is encouraged by govern-
ment, and liberal principles diffeminated among the people. From
thefe obfervations, Iam convinced, that if a judicious plan, with
proper regulations and precautions, was adopted by any govern=
ment, in whateverclimate,, all the violent {fymptoms of the ve~
nereal difeafe wouldnot only be rendered uncommon, bur the dif-
eafe itfelf might be; if not entirely eradicated, at leaft greatly
diminifhed in its frequancy ; butfuch a plan, though eafily con=
ceived and executed; feems not yet adapted to the tafle of the
prefent age, but perhaps rather calculated for our humane and
more enlightened pofterity.

ol By ol
On CLAPs (BLERNGRRHAGIAL)

THE Clap (Blennorrhagia) or as itis commonly talled the
A virnlent gonorrheéa*, is alocal inflammarion, attended with
the difcharge of a puriform matter from the urethra in men,and.
from the vagina in women ; accompanied with a frequent defire
of making water, which occafions a fcalding, or pricking and
urning pain, during the time of its paflage ; and arifing from
any flimulus applied to thofe parrs, provided it be fufficiently
Rtong. Sometimes, by theviolente of the irritation, the fecreti=
on of mucus feems to be totally fufpended, or at leaft confider~
ably diminifhed, fo that no difcharge, or oplya very fmall one,
takes place, tho’ the other fymptoms rage with the utmoft violence:
In this cafe, the difeafe has obrained the very improper name of
gonorrheea ficea, as if we were to fay, fluxus feminis fine fluxu;
Another fymprom isa violentpain during ereétion, from the tenfion
of the frznum; which has obrained the peculiar name of Chon{:‘e_;
' ut

B

* the nande Gororrhoea is derived from the Greek gone, gemitura, femen. and
teofluo, i- e. fiwxus fiminis, which is a very improper name for the diforder in
queftion, becaufe itconveys an erroncous idea.  The name Goridrrioea implies
adifcharge offemen, whichnever takes place in this diforder. 1f a Greck
fiame isto be retained, I weuld call ir Blennorrhagia, from blennos, mucusand
feo, fluo, i. 6. Mucifluxus (allivus); and chus diltingaish it both from real go=
#iorrhoeasy and from gleets, to which latter T would grve the naniey Blennotrhosa,
Mucifiuxus [paffiviis), i. e without phlogilti¢ {ymproms. _InEnglish, the dif-
€afeis commonly called a Clap, trom the old French word clapier, a fingle
lodgingwf a common woman ; ir Gerfnan, a ’Ifr;p,‘c 7, from dripping ; and
in French, a Chande-piffe, from the heatand fcalding in making water fuames
derived from the principal fymptoms of the difeale,  Secthe Nofological Table
of this difeafe atthe end ofthe following chaprer.
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~but asthefe diftiactions denote only the violence of fome particu=
Tar fymptom, - there is no occafion for retaining them. ~ ** °
, ' This diftempér, we may obférve, 1.1sa lgoc_al inflammation ;
and therefore, like all others of the fame kind, does but’ feldom
affe@ the whole fyftem, 2. The difcharge, though the matter
has a purulent appearance, is not a real pus,”muchlefs femeén, as
fome patients fancy. The matter difcharged is norhing “elfé ‘bue
merely the mucus of theurethra or vagina fecfeted in 'a larges
quantity than'ufual, and changed in its colour ‘and confiftence by
the ftimulus applied to the parts; like the mucous difcharge from
the nofeor lungs in a coryza, or cough from cold, where the mu-
cus affumes nearly the fame purulenr appearance. It'isan er-
roneous notion, that this difcharge arifes always’ from ‘an- ulcer
3n the urethra. TIn ninety-nine out of an hundred gonorrheeas,
perhaps, thereis no fuch thing asan ulcer ; but the difeafe is
merely a fuperficial inflammation of the internal membrane of the
urethra, like that above-mentionéd of the mucous membrane of
the nofe or lungs from eold*. Forin this laft cafe, though the
difcharge has much the appearance of purulent matter, 'we know
that it never proceeds from an uleer in the nofe or lungs. Thus
we may eafily account for the quantity of the mattér difcharged ;
and have no reafon to be furprifed, that fo large an' excretion as
is frequently obferved in violent gonorrheeas, fhould fo little ‘af-
fe& the conftitution : while if an equal quantity of femen, or
veal pus, was difcharged, we fhould find the conflitution and
frength of our patients materially injured ;5 which is, however,
but feldom the cafe, even in the moft virulent gonorrheeas. ™ 3.
1 have faid, that the difcharge may proceed from any ftimulusof
fufficient power applied to the parts. To difcufs this latrer fub-
je& more fully, I fhall confider it under the three followisg
heads. kit
> < L Tam

- ~® This has been hutacrro racher fuppoied, than proved by any dire& fa&-
Anatomifts examining the urethra of men who had laboured during their life-
sime repeatedly under gonorrheeas, found, after death, no cicatrix inthe ure~
shra 3 andthence the conclufion was drawn, that gororrhaas were generally
not accempanied with an ulceration. This, however, would, in my opinion,
prove little or nothing; as we fee daily, that shancres on the prepuce or
glans, though femetimes precty deep, gaoff, and are a shorttime after fo ob-
literated, that not theleat mark ot a gormer ulger or cicatrifation is to be
feen. To conclude thence, thatthere has never been any ulcer, becaufe in
fuch a cadaver we find no cicatgifation on the prepuce or glans, would in this
safebe evidently wrong. Bur whatanatomifts havehitherto only fuppofed, is
now made evident by my Iriend Dr. Ste'/, profeflor of the-pra&ice of phyficae
Vienfa. He had two years ago che inftiu@ive opportunity of diffe@ ng 4
man who dicd in his hofpital, while labouring under a virulent gonorrhea.
On opening the urethra carefully, he found its internal furface preternarurally
red; twoof thelymphatics preternarurally whireand enlarged ; andche puri=-
form matteroozing outfrom the internal membrane, efpecially atche lacuna
where thefeatof the diforder was, withous theleaft appearance of an wlcgra-
weaar



(2’: N,.‘ C. L A P s- : it

L, 1.am of opinion, that virulentgonorrheeas, ¢ arifing from an
q&gq@,cwgg are adtually excited by the ftimulus 'agp]ied o
the cayity: of theurethra itfelf;” and that confequently, in cois
tion, the virulent mucus of the vagina. is driven, or, if I mighs
fo fay, foreed into the urethra, and not, as fome writers have
imagined, abforbed by the lymphatics of the glans penis, and:
thence depofited at the lacuna under the frzaum.---1f fuch an ab=
{orbtion .a&ually took place, we fhould every day obferve yiruz
lent runpings feated low down in the urethra, as well as under
the frznum ; whereas this is {feldom or never the cale. The féas
of thefe gonorrheeas is always originally in the lacuna under-the
frznum 5 and thofe whichare found to havetheir fear at thecur=
vatura penis, or lower down in the urethra, are not fo ar the
commeacement of the difeafe, or arife from an internal caufe.
What has been faid of the impoflibility of fuchan immediate ap-
plication of the virus to the infide of the urethra, becaufe its ori-
fice is clofely fhut up during ereciion, and therefore admits notof
any fuch introduéion, appears to me only tobe reafoning. from
an ill-grounded theory*.

II. I fhall prove, both from well-eftablithed principles, and
from praéical obfervations, ¢* that gonorrheas not only may,
4 but moft frequently do, arife from the fame venereal poifen
¢ which, applied to other parts of the body, produces thancres,
¢¢ or other fymptoms of the lues.”” It has of late been afferted,
even by fome phyficians of eminence, that the poifon which
produces a gonorrheea, is different from that which produces the
lues ; and feveral fpecious arguments have been brought in favor
of this paradoxical opinion. This difpute concerning the nature
of gonorrheeas, leads me into a difcuflion the more agreeable, as
it is of confiderable importance in pra&ice, and as experiments
and obfervarions will, I think, enable me ro prove not only the
contrary, but perfeély to reconcile the different opinions, and
thus fet the matter in a clear light; and free it from that obfcuri=
ty in which it has been hitherto involved. 1 enter therefors in-
to the difcuffion of this fubje& with the confideration of the dif=
ferent reafons alledged for that favorite do&rine.

Firfi. It isfaid, Thatthe poifon which produces the gonorrhoea
does never, like that of fhancres, produce any venereal [ymp-
toms in themafs, or the Ines itfelf. To thisIreply, that tho®
a lues is feldom produced by a gonorrheea, yet we are by no
means to look upon this as univerfally true. The reafon why
gonorrheeas do not, like fhancres, conftantly produce the lues, iz,
that moft of them, if net ill treated, cxcite only a fuperficial in-

1 flammation

"% What is faidhere relates only to thofe gonorrhaas which arife from a
caufe externally applied. Butthough venereal gonortheas do generally arife
from an external caufe, it is highly probable tome, thatthey may {ometimes
be, excited by the poifon depofited {ram the mafs, asve [e¢ not «infraguemly
with regardce shaneres,
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flammation in the internal membrane of the urethra, without any
ulceration. Hence abforption cannot eafily take place, ‘the poi-
fon being out of the courfe of the circulation. But I have feen
gonorrheeas, through injudicious treatment, or where the difeafe
had been originally accompanied with an ulcer of the urethra,
followed by the moft unequivocal fymptoms of the lues itfelf,
The reafon why the venereal poifon indeed, when 2pplied to the
urethra, does not fo frequently produce ulcers as when applied to
the glans, prepuce, and other external parts, is, thatthe inter-
nal membrane of the urethra is defended by a large quantity of
mucus, the fecretion of which ismoreover augmented, fometimes
to a furprifing degree, by the prefent flimulus. As long as this
mucus is {ecreted in fuch abundance, the poifon is inveloped,
the urethra defended, and thus the formation of ulcers effeGu-
ally prevented ; but if, either from the violence of the irritation,
or from any other caufe, this fecretion is diminifhed, orif by im-
proper inje&ions the mucus be wafthed away while fome of the
poifon remains, T am of opinion, from more than twenty inftan-
ces which occurred to me, that in nine fuch cafes out of ten,
an excoriation or ulceration of the urethra, and fubfequent pox,
will beas certainly the confequence, as from venereal ulcers in
any other part of the body. Ifthere was the fame quantity of -
mucus between the prepuce and the glaas, as there is in the ca-
vity of theurethra, we fhould as feldom fee ulcers there as wedo
in the urethra in cafes of fimple gonorrtheea. We obferve, that
when the poifon meets there with alarge quantity of mucus, asis
fometimes the cafe, it then preduces no ulcers, but only a great
fecretion of puriform mucus, which is calleda gonorrheea fpuria,
but might with more propriety be termed a Blennorrhagia balani,
7. e. an adtive difcharge from the glans or corona glandis. The
reafon why this kind of running is lefs frequent than thofe from
the urethra, appears to me to be, the fmall quantity of mucus
which in moft peopleisfecreted in thefe parts ; whence thevirus,
not being {ufficiently diluted, commonly produces thefe erofions,
or venereal ulcers, called fhancres,---This likewife receivesa con-
fiderable confirmation from the well-known fa&, that women
very {eldom have fhancres in the vagina, though very frequently
in the labia pudendi and nymphz. The mere want of a fuffici-
ent quantity of mucus on the latter, accounts, in my opinion, fuf-
ficiently for this effed.

Secondly. They maintain, that the poifon of the gonorrheea
never produces (hancres, and tkat the poifon of fhancres never
produces a gonorrhcea.---In confirmation of this aflertion it has.
been faid, that a perfon who has fhancres will never communi-
eare any other complaint but fhaneres, and that a perfon who has
.a gonorrheea cannot communicate any thing but a gonorrhoea.
I willnot deny that shis is frequently the cafe; but repeated

and
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and ‘attentive obfervation authorifes me to fay, that, like too ma-
ny other medical writers, they have drawn a general conclufion
from a few obfervations favorable to their own preconceived
opinion. For in many cafes where I had occafion to examine both
parties; I have been convinced, that fhancres were communicared
by a perfon affe&ed with a fimple virulent gonorrhoea ; and, vice
verfa, thata virulent gonorrhoea had been the confequenceof an
infe&ion from a perfon having fimple fhancres only. But there
is a more firiking proof than this, which has not been taken no-
tice of, viz. if apatient afflicted with a venereal running does net
rake care to keep the prepuce and glans perfeé&ly clean, fhancres
will very often be praduced, the caufe of which may evidently
be traced to the matter of the gonorrhoea. This is one of the
principal reafons why in cafes of gonorthoea we infift fo much
on the parts being kept clean ; experience having taught us, thax
fhancres frequently arife from negligence in this particular, cven
fometimes after the running has confiderably abated. For the
fame reafon, I conftantly order thefe patients ro keep their hands
clean ; having feen repeated ipftances of venereal uleers in the
nofe and eye-lids being the confequence of thisnegleét. Bur be~
fides this, will any man of the medical profeflion doubr, that
matter taken from a fhanere, and applied o the urethra, would
not produce a gonorrhoea § This is an experiment whith T cer~
tainly fhould not venture to try on myfelf. T muft conclude,
therefore, that though the writers who have affigned this fecond
reafon may be right in a few cafes which fell under their own
obfervation, they are wrong in deducing a general rule from a
few faits ; asI myfelf thould be, in concluding from feveral con~
trary inftances which I haveobferved, that a gonorrhoea always
communicates fhancres, and fhancres always a gonorrhoca.
Some cales of this kind I have feen, asalready mentioned, where,
in the fourth or fifth week of an ili-treated gonorrhoea, or from
a negleé of external cleanlinefs, fharcres have been produced in
places that had been perfeétly well before : but this furely would
be a very {lender reafon for afferting, that fuch is always the
cafe. Thefe fthuncres arifing from the matter of a gonorrhoea,
were, tomy obfervation, conftantly as virulent and infe@ious as
original ones ; and, like thefe, when left to themfelves, produce
the fame pernicious fymptoms in the body ; and if a perfon'who
has fuch ulcers was to believe that they are not venereal, nor
capable of bringing on the lues, becaufe they fo plainly origina=
red from the matter of a gonorrhoea, he certainly would find him=-
felf moft difagreeably miftaken. 4.

" Thirdly. The kft, and, in their opinion, the moft unanf{wer-
able reafon for believing that the virus of a gonorrhoea, aud of =
confirmed lues, ate materially different, is, as they fay, that mer-
qury never contributes to, or accelerates the cure of a gonzrrw
‘ @a
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hoea 5 but that, en the contrary, every gonorrheea may be cer=
tainly cured without mercury, andwithout any danger ef leav-
ing the lues behind. TorthisI reply, thatit is indeed a cer-
tain and authenticated fa&t, that a great many gonorrhoeas may
be, and are, enred wichout mercury. Ihave feen many inflan-
ces, where water, drunk for a confiderable time, has cured the
gonorrhoea fully as well as any medicine whatever. Nature is
very often able toeffecta cure in acute diftempers, if we would
allow her to proceed undifturbed in her operations. Nature,
when irritated by the poifon, will excite a greater fecretion of
mucus than ufual, in the fame manner as the lachrymal gland
pours out a larger quantity of water when a grain of fand falls
into the eye. This larger quantity of mucus anfwers the pur=
pofe of diluting the poifon as effeétually asany medicine artifici-
ally injected. Befides, the poifon is by this means, not only di-
Tuted, but carried off in part by therunning ; and the modern
pradice of curing gonorrhoeas, by inje&ing fweet oil, or other
mucilaginous liquors, into the urethra, does nothing but affift na-
ture in this falutary work.

But though I allow that gonorrhoeas may generally be cured
without mercury, yet repeated experience has fhown me, that
it is not always poffible to accomplith a cure in fuch an agreeable
manner. In thofe cafes where the gonoritheea is of a milder kind,
without any ulcer or excoriation in the urethra, it may certainly
aad radically becured without ufing a grain of mercury : and
though mercury fhould be given in fuch cafes internally, it cam-
not have the leaft effeé& ; not becaufe thedifeafe does not proceed
from a venereal poifon, but becaufe it lies out of the reach of the
circularion. -

To what is further alledged, that mercury never fhows any

ower in accelerating the cure of agonorrheea, I reply, that they
mot only confound the runnings which arife from the venereal
virus, with thofe which are occafioned by other caufes; but that
they do not make a proper diftin&ion betwesn the internal ufe of
mercury and ths topicalapplication of it. " I readily allow, that
mercury given internally cannot cure fimple gonorrhoeas, as the
caufeof the difeafe lies out of its reach. But the fame confequence
cannot be drawn concerning its topical application. I am indeed
perfe&ly convinced, not only that mucilaginous inje&ions, com=
bined with mild mercurial preparations, contribute to the cure,
but that they are the fafeft, fpeedieft, and beft of all methods for
that purpofe : though I do not deny, that in fimple gonorrhoeas
mercury applied in this way does not always produce beneficial
effeé@s ; which, however, is often owing, I think, to the:ufe of
improper preparations.

Ttmuft alfo be obferved, thatin this difpure the contending par-
ties feem to haveentirely overlooked the diftin@ion berween the

fimple
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fimple venereal gonorrhoea, and that combined with an ulcerati-
on of the urethra: and of fuch importanceis it to attend to this
diftin&ion, thatdaily experience thows us, that runnings of the
latter kind are not only cured more fafely and expeditioully by
the ufe of mercury, but that they are very often, if not always,
totally incurable without it ; and that the gleetsremaining after
thefe gonorrhoeas, though they obftinately refift all other reme-
dies, yet frequently very readily yicld to the ufe of mercury, ei-
ther externally or internally applied. I can even affirm with cer=
tainty, that a gleet of this latter kind, of any ftanding, can ne-
ver be radically cured without it.

1 now proceed to examine the laft part of this objestion, viz.
That a gonorrhoea never leaves a lués behind. This they have,
no doubt, very frequently obferved ; but here they fall into the
fame miftake as formerly, by not ditinguifhing fimple gonorrhocas
from thofe 2ccompanied with an ulceration of the urethra. In-
deed it muft be allowed, that an abforption cannot eafily take
place in fimple gonorrhoeas : though I confefs it to be yet a
-matter of doubt with me, whether even in this cafe an abforption
and confequent lues do not fometimes happen ; at leaft we have
not afufficient number of obfervations to determine this poine
with certainty.

But whatever may be the cafe in fimple gonorrhoess, it is cer~
tain, that when the difeafe is accompanied with an ulcer of the
urethra, the parts are then difpofed to an abforption of the virus.
In thefe circumftances, I never met with a fingle patient in whom
this abforption did not take place ; and, if early recourfe was
not had to mercury, the lues moft certainly was the coafe-
quence. I have alfo met with {everal inftances, where, from the
accidearal wounding of a {mall blood-veffel in the urethra by the
unskilful application of the fyringe or catheter, the virus of a
fimple gonorrhoea has been abforbed, and produced unequivocal
venereal fymptoms in the {yftem, which, notwithftanding their
origin, yielded very readily to mercury. We may therefore af-
furedly conclude, that there are fome gonorrhocas which'cannor
be cured without mercury ; though there are others which may
be removed, without the ufe of thatremedy, and without any
bad confequence enfuing. An account of fome inftances which
came under my obfervation, will fet this mattes in a cleares
light.

gA young man of about twenty three years of age, in perfec
health, happened to beinfected with a fimple gonorihoea, with=
out any other venereal fymptom. The running had beeninjudi=
cioufly flopped ; the confequence of which wasa total fuppref-
fion of urine. A furgeon was called ; and the patient being un-
able to b=ar any longer the pain from the diftention of the blad-
der, recourfs was had to the catheter. But on approaching the
neck



15 1 O N L CL B AP O

neck of the bladder, a great refiftance was found, -which prevenfs
ed the mnftrument from being further introduced, though every
pollible method was tried, . After waiting a little while, afecond
attempt was made but without fuccefs. - As the pain increafed,
and from the accuiniulation ofurine there was great danger of ia
rupture of the bladder, a paffage .for the catheter was at laft for-
_ ced with as little violence as poflible ;5 which was fueceeded by
fome drops of blood from the urethra, and followed by a large
difcharge of urine. By proper treatment, the patient recovered
in a few days from this dreadful {ymptom ; ‘the gonorrhoea came
on again ;3 and, in afhort time after; he was thoroughly cured, as
weimagineds Butfoon after; dlthough there had not been the
caft appearance of afhancre throuighout the whole courfe of the
difcale. an exoftofis, with a ¥iolent pain about the middle of the
£ o, rmade its appearances  Mercury was adminiftered ;-in-a
ays rhe patient found himfeif better, and in five weeks was
cureds Now; from an attentive confideration -of
, ¢, I would ask any unprejudiced perfon, whether it is not
reafonable to fuppofe, that by forcing in the catheter fome vef=
el had been wounded, in confequence of which the abforption
took place; thar the patient was from that moment infeéted; and
aftetwards cured in the fame manner as if he had received the
infectior {rom a fthanere*$ 5 1y
A gentieman of about forty, years of age, who fotmerly had la=
boured under different gonorrhoeas till within thefe laft five or fin
years, got a clap ; which he found, as he faid, rather mild, with:
out much pain in making water,; 2nd hardly asy pain inereétion
the firft five or fix days; when, after violent exercife, he felt thas
whole urethra. but efpecially the neck of the bladder, more irri-
tared 5 for which, however, he took nothing buta mercurial pur=
gative, and rubbed into the perinzum fome mercurial ointment
¢very day. Thefe{ymptoms, together with the running, were
nearly gode in eight days, leaving only a little forenefs in the
perinzum. But the complaint for which he now confulted me
was a pain in the xyphoidgartilage, fo violent indeed, that he
even could not bear the touch. 1 advifed him to rub in fome
more mercurial ointment into the perinzum for acouple of days <
when I faw him again, the pain was notmilder, but had left its
d former
* The differenc period of tinie at which the venereal difeafe and che gonorr=
hoea firlt appeared, has alfo been nrged as an argument for the difference be=
tween the virus of the gonorrhoea and that of the {yphilis, Bue it is abfurd
to oppofc lncertainty to uncertainty : we are, J think, zs ignorant of the
-precite period when the lues fift appeared, as we are ofthat ot ¢the gonorrhoeas
Ithas been afferced, that the inhabitants of the South-Sea iflands, though
aflicted with the lues, areyet free from the gonorrhoea. But Caprain King,
whe fucceeded Captain Clerk in the late vovage round rhe world, aflured me

that this was falfe, and that he himf{clfhad feen many of them with the maceer
dripping from the urethra,
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former place, and occupied not the middle of the fernum, which,
troubled him efpegially laft night. 1 ordered him to take mercu-
ry internally; by the ufe of which, thistomplaint in afhort time:
after difappeared. ————See alfo the cafe related page 2.
.. Thus far I have anfwered rhe arguments which were adduced.
to prove, that the gonorrhoea is never of a vengreal: nature, . or,.
in other words, thar it never proceeds from a poifon of the fame.
nature with the lues. But though I have fhown that this do&rine.
is exceptionable, yetI am far from maintaining that all gonory-
hoeas arife from the venereal virds, On the contrary,
. II 1 am convinced, from experiments made on myfelf, and
from obfervations made upon others, * that gonorrhoeas are fome=
‘¢ times produced from other acrimonies, or fimuli, applied to
€ th: urethra, with nearly:the fame {ymptoms as we obferve in
¢ a venereal gonorrhoea ;” nay, I am now even inclined to be=
lteve, that fuch gonorrhoeas may fometimes be propagated as well
as venereal ones. Whether the gonorrhoeas, . of which we have
an account in fome ancient writers, weré of that nature, am un-
able to determine ; and therefore forbear to enter upon thefub=
je&: 1 fhallonly juit obferve; that the gonorrhoeis, I am here
{peaking of, are very different from the flux of real femen, or
rom the flux of mucus from the proftate gland. Thefe- latter
complaints, arifing chiefly from a weaknefs of the excretories
of thefe parts, occafioned by an abufe of venery, and efpecially
by mafturpation, do not come within my prefent: plan. :

I proceed, therefore, to the main point, viz. to prove,. that
local inflammations of the urethra; accompanied with the run-
ning called generally Gonorrheea, are not always. of a venereal
nature, neither in'men nor women. Thisidea. firft occurred  to
me from having frequently obferved in flone-hoifes akind of run=
ning of a greenifh yellow: matter from the urethira. This run=
ning, which ariles from caufes ftill unknown to me, 1 have fcen
laft. only for a few days, and then go off fpontaneauvily.. The
{ame, aud that more frequently, 1 have obferved in dogs, with=
out perceiving that they feemed to fuffer much pain from it 5 and
though indeed they continued to lick the part. almoft conftantly,
they were never affeéted with any ulcer of  the: mouth.. I have
Befides, for thefe many years-paft, been confulted, by a varizty
of patieats, for runnings very fimilar to venercal gonorrhoeas, but
often {o mild in their fymptoms, and fo fhort in their duration,
that I began to doubt of their venereal nature. - I'have feen mar-
ried people, wholived together in the moft perfe harmony and
friendfhip, wherethe one was affected with fuch a difcharge for
foveral dgys, without communicating the leaft fymptom to the
other. With fome of them I have been moitintimately acquainta
ed ; and coayinced without a doubt, that they were faiihfully
' 2 atrached
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attached to each other ; and that therefore the difeafe muft have
been owing to fome other caufe. Sl s
All thefe obfervations taken together, led me to believe, that
fome kinds of running might perhaps owe their origin, not te'
the venereal poifon, but to fome different caufe, either external
oriaternal. I began to fufpe& that a difcharge might be produ=
ced by any ftimulus applied to the urethra, whether venereal or.
not, provided it be fufficiently acrid to excite an inflammation,
and confequent preternatural {ecretion of mucus from the urethra;
juft as coryzas, accompanied with a large preternaturally colour<
ed fecretion from the mucous membrane of the nofe, arife from
ether caufes.  Having revolved thefe ideas in my mind for feve=

ral years, Idetermined at laft to make an expetiment upon my=

felf, whichthould either confirm the theory I had laid down, or

entirely overthrow it. With this view, I took fix ounces of

water, and dropped into it as much of cauftic volatile alkali, as

gave the mixture a very fharp fiery tafte. This liquor I inje&ted

into the urethra, comprefling the canal with the fingers of my
other hand below the frznum, that it might be prevented from

going further, and thus be applied to the very part which is gene=

tally the feat of the venereal gonotrhoea. Themomentittouched

the infide of the urethra, I felt fuch an unfupportable pain, that

I could not retain itfor a fingle fecond ; but withdrew the fy-

tinge, much againft my will, almoft at the inftant of inje&ion,

and the. injeéied liquor ran out.  But though the pain coatinued

very fevere for half a quarter of an hour, T refolved to make a

fecond trial. It occafioned a more fevere pzin than I ever re-

member to have felt in my hife before, vet I retained it for very

near the fpaceof a minute ; when the pain became fo excruciat-

ing thatlcould bear it no longer, and therefore withdrew the

fyringe. Tinftantly felt a firong dcfire to make water; buthav=

ing taken this precaution before I made the experiment, Ifup=

prefled the inclination. I laid down on my fopha, and waited

the event with patience ; burt fo violent was the pain, that it

twas near an hour before I was able to move. I then amufed my=

felf with reading during the remainder of the afternoon, eat my

dinner as ufual, %ut went early tobed. I was now obliged to

-thake water, which I had not done fince the time of inje&ing
the liquor. When the urine came to the place to which the injec=
tion had been appHed, Ifelt a very fevere pain, but lefs violent

than what [ expected. Having flept well during the night, I ex-

aminad the part as foon as] awaked next morning, and found a

pretty. large difcharge of puriform marter, of the fame greenifh-

yellow colour with that in virulent gonerrhoeas. The pain in

making water was now greatly increafed, and the following

night my reft was interrupted by painful involuntary eredions.

Themornizn> afrer. the dilcharge was much mere plentiful, nearly
of
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of the fame colour, only perhapsa little more greenith; the
Fam,m malgnpg water, however, was now fo violent, that I re=
-folved to mirigate it by injectis g fome lukewarm oil of almonds.
By thisit was greatly abated ; the running continued five days,
the pain all the while growing remarkably lefs in the part affeci=
ed. Butl now obferved very diflincily a new inflammation take«
ing place lower down in the urethra, where I had felt nothing
pefore, and where none of the inje&ion had toucheds Thisnew
inflammation began, as it feemed to me, &t the very border of
the former, extendingitfelf lower down In the urethra ; and was
followed by a copious difcharge, attended with the {ame {ympe
toms as before, and continued for fix days ; at the end of which,
all the fymproms were greatly abated. But now, to my furprife,

" I fele diflinély the fymptoms of & third inflammation taking place,
extending from the border of the former about the caput gallina-
ginis to the yery neck of the bladder, and attended by an ardor
urinz, and copious difcharge like the preceding. At thisI was
€erioufly alarmed ; for I had conftantly injeGed the warm oil of
almondsthree times a day. I perceived that the inflammation firft
excited by the cauftic alkali was moft evidently communicated
from one part of the urethra to the other; whence I was afraid,
that an inflammation of the whole integnal {urface of the bladder
might at length enfue, and be attended perhaps with dangerous
eonfequences. In this fituation I continued berwixt hope and fear
for about feven or eight days ; when I found atlaft, to my great
fatisfadrion, this inflammation gradually abate, together with
the difcharge, without pafling the limits of the urethra; and I
was perfectly freed from every fymptom of thele three diftiné
gonorrhceas, as I might call them, at the end of the fixth week.
From this experiment upon myfelf, together with the above-
mentioned obfervations, and from a very curious obfervation,
fince related in a differtation publifhed by Dr. Oettinger of Tubia-
gen, where a difcharge {from the urethra, apparently fimilar to
that of a virulent gonorrheea, was produced by the internal ufe
of olive oil, which had been wrung out of. red Turkith yarn, on
which jchad been poured before, the reader may judge, whether
acrimonious fubftances, of a different kind from the venereal vi-
zus, fuch as cancerous ichor, or perhaps other fimuli applied to
the urethra, may not fometimes produce the fame fymproms as
the cauftic did in my experiment, and the oil in Dr. Octringer’s
ebfervation, ' 1 gertainly believe, thar runnings fimilar to a go-
norrhoea from the yenerea! virus, are fometimes produced from o=
ther caufes, only perhaps with milder fymptoms, and of fhorter
continuance ; tho’ onmyfelf I could not perceive any difference
in the colour, confiftencz, or other circumfiances. Anrd I now
Yook upon the following faés as thoroughly eftablifhed, viz. 1.
That gonorrhoeas frequently arife from the {fame venercal poifon
: applied
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applied to the infide of the urethra, which, when applied to the
< glans, prepuce, &c. producesfhancres, or when abforbed into the
fyftem, preduces the'lues ; and, 2. That there are gonorrhoeas
- which owe their origin either to acrimonious fubftances’ introdu~
-¢ed into the urethra ab extra, or perhaps fometimes to & more vie
-olent mechanical flimulus arifing during coition, or from fome
other caufes hitherto unknown to.us. Hence I divide the Blen=
norrhagias, at leaft into two fpecies effentially diftin& from each
other,-viz. ‘that arifing’ from the venereal virus, which I call
Blennorhagia [yphilitica 3 and into thatarifing from other zcrid
“fubftances, to which I give the name of Blennorhagia ab .acri, .
nut -fiimufo mechanico. By attending ro this differen.ce our prac-
~gice muft be regulared aslong as we are not thoroughly acquainte
ed with the nature of other caufes. Itis owing to the negle&
or ignorance of this dillin&ion, that we hear quacks daily extol-
ling the pre-eminence of their noflrums or fecret injections for
- curing the gonorrhoea in a few days, while pati¢nts fometimes
- gomplain of being kept by the moft experienced phyficians for
weeks together, though affected with what they imagioe to be
the {fame compplaint, . : :

The running which a gentleman of my acquaintance‘got'fome
yearsago, notwithftanding, as he faid, he made ufe of the beft
preventative of all, was undoubredly not froma venereal caufe;
and he may be equally well affeGed in time to' come with the

“fame complaint, thoughhe now thinks himfelf fafe, by what he
calls, doubling his precaution. ‘

The fimple fyphilitic Blennorrhagia ought further to be dif-
tinguifthed from the complicated, or that accompanied with an
ulcer in the urethra ;' the latter admits noradical cure without the
internal ufe of mercury, whereas the former feldom or never re-
quires it. '

"To the ignorance orneglet of the diftinGion between f{yphi=
Yitic gonoxrhoeas and thole arifing from other ftimuli, we are like-

‘wife to afcribe the great difference among pra&itioners with re-
gard to the mode of treatment. Some advife aftringents, while

others are lavith -in their praifes of emollients. Hence, even

fome pra&itioners of eminence, having obferved that aftringent

““inje&ions were of fervice in fome cafes of gonorrhoea, even in
the ftage of inflammation, recommend 'them to every patient af-
feced with that complaint, but by no means with the famefuc-
cefsin all cafes.  For, befides violent pains in the whole courfe
of the urethra, fwelled refticles, an acute fuppreffion of urine,
&c. which are the frequent effe@s of thefe injc&ions, if the dif-
eafe is of a fyphilitic nature, and efpecially in its inflammatory
flage, firiures in the urethra, of the moft troublefome and ob-
ftinate'nature; are often the confequence. By overlooking  this
.neceflary diflinction, which applics to men as wellas to women,
the
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the health of the patient is not only endangered, but the happi-
" nefs of married people has been deftroyed, and the friendthi Pll:e-
twixr the two fexes hasbeen frequently broken without repafon
"I bave certainly feen more than one inflance of this kind. i
3 1 ﬂ:ail only add hereone remark more, It is by moft people
_imagiaed, q.qd feveral medical writers have even publicly allerted
+ that the maligni'y, as they call it, orthe virulence, of a gonor:
- thoga, is always in proportion to the colour of the matter dif-
- €harged, and rhar as foon as this colour changes into a whiter
one their difcharge isno moreinfectious. ~But this appears to me
by far too general a conclufion ; for in fome perfons I have feen
* the matter recain ifs original fulphur colour to the very laft day.
The more certain figns of the abatement of the virulence of the
difeafe are, the ceflation of theardor urinz, and a capability of
retaining the water as when in health ; the matter becoming Tefs,
and of a thicker confiftence, fo that it grows ropy, and may be
drawn inro threads between the fingers; and the abfence of pain
or titillation during ereéions. The only certain figns, howeyer,
~ of a radical cure of the gonorrhoea, and of a perfe& fecurity of
not being able to communicaretheinfe&ion, are, theentire cefla-
tion of therunning, erc@ions, and excretion of femen, without
" any kind of pain,- titillation, or heatin the urethra : and though
in general we mav affure our parients, the change of the green—
ith yellow colour ro a white one is not an unfavourable fign of
the difeals growing better, it is by no means a certain one of the
venereal virus being entirely eliminated.’ oy
“Having thus finithed my confiderations about the naturcand the
- diferent kiads of gonorrhoeas, we now proceed to iy

The Method of Cure,

. Herel muft takenotice of what I have eftablifhed before, tha
.every kind of virulent gonorrhoea, or Blennorrhagia, is a loca%
inflammation, exgited by a peculiar poifon or flimulus. If thig
poifon be’ vencreal, the following indications will naturally,
prefent themfelves for all fyphilitic Blennorrhagias, viz.

1. Toremove the poifon, or, if poflible, to ehange its nature,#

2. To defend the tender parts from its virulence. R

3. Toallay theirritation occafioned by it.

Oily or mucilaginous injeétions, combined with opium and the
mildeft mercurial preparation, fecm to anfwer all thefe different

purpofes*. ‘
The

% 1F we meet with patients who are prejudiced againft che ufe of inje@ions
andwishto betreared be internal medicines, we ought co acquaint them,
thatchedifeafe may be cured cqually well without any topical application g
buc that it will then require, perhaps, alittle longer time, and the obfery=
anccof 2 more ¢xa& reginen.
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The internal ufe of the folutio Arabica, the emulfio amygdae

* Jina, or any other mucilaginous drick, taken largely, (with an

anodyne draught at night according to circumftances), is als

ways ufeful, and for patients who have an averfion to injeéiis
ons abfolutely neceffary,

If fymptoms of an inflammatory fever appear, bleeding may
fometimes be ufeful ; but, in general, more feryice will be deri~
ved from topical evacuations of blood, and from emollicrt apd
fedative fomentations and poultices. On the other hand, when
the paticut is of 3 weak and irritahle habit of body, the dif-
charge very thin and copious, attended with violent pain and a
quick pulfe, I hayve found the Peruvian bark, given irternally,
according to circumftances, with or without opium, more ufeful
than the whole tribe of antiphlogiflics; butopium giver in emoliicnt
gfryﬂers is fometimes particularly ufeful in fuch cales, By the
ufe of this medicine, the frequent painful erections are alfo
much mitigated ; but their return ought, as much as poffible, to
be prevented, by tying the penis down, lying on a matrafs on
the fide, and not in a warm feather bed on the back. If the
eretion is artended with a firangulation of the glans, the
trearment laid down under the article Parap/zymoﬁs will be ne=
ceffary.

In o);der to prevent the more violent fymptoms of gonorrhoea,
the patient ought, during its inflammatory ftate, to ufe as lit-
tle exercife as poffible, to weara fufpenforium fcroti from the
beginning of the difeafe, and ro keep the part affeéted as much
poffible from the cold air. The fufpenforium fcroti, or trufs-bag,
may perhaps feem fuperflucus : but being fo little troublefome
when well applied, and fo well calculated to prevent a fwelliag
of the teflicles, I never negle& to recommend it, efpecially ta
thofe who have once laboured under this latter difeafe.---With
refpeét to the regimen to be obferved in gonorrhoeas, much ex-~
ercile, externalcold, high living, and drinking fpirituous liquors,
ought, in general, carefully to be avoided by all patients ; but
efpecially by thofe of a phlogifiic habit of body, as they general~
Iy fuffer more, and for a longer time, from this difeafe than
others. Such patients fhould confine themfelves to a low diet,
rather of the vegetable than of the animal kind ; they fhould eat
no fupper, and drink nothiag but cooling mucilaginous liquids 3
whereas thofe of a different conftitution are not tobe reftrained
fo much.

Neutral falts have been formerly recommended, to cool the
blood, and to promote the fecretion of urine, by which it was
thought to mitigate the inflammation, and aflift nature in the ex~
pulfion of thevirus. ButI have conflantly found that they are
hurtful.  They increafe the fecietion of urine, render it fharper,

) a0 d
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and thus augment the irritation, without producing any of t
good effe@s afcribed to them. : Y "
A prejudice in favor of purging in gonorthoeas has alfo fon
prevailed. For this purpofe, fome have ufed the mild, 2nd others
the more draftic kinds of purgatives; but calomel, efpecially
has been has been recommended ro be given every two or thres
days. Neither of thefe medicines have I ever feen to do good,
but frequently much harm. Befides their tendency to promete
the abforption of the poifon into the fyftem, like improper in=
je&ions, they often give rife to {welled tefticles, difeafes of the
proftate gland, fuppreflion of urine, ulcers of the urethra or
bladder, &c. However, though purging is always improper, the
body eught to be kept open, fo that the patient may have a flool
tegulariy 3 and I have no doubr that is partly owing to this im-
provement of our prafice, that we now fo feldom obferve fymp~
t%ms of the lues, orulcers of the bladder, following a gonor-

thoea.

Thus far with regard to the more general run of the diforder;
but venereal gonorrhoeas are not always fo fimple. Somerimes
the poifon feems to be of a more exalted acrimony, or rather
meets with conltitutions of a more irritable nature ; or the
fymptoms are frequently exafperated by improper treatment, or

_bynegle& of the above-mentioned rules. In this cafe the pati-
ent feels a more violent heat and pain in making water, accom-
panied with atenfion of the urethra, along its whole length ; a
perpetual defire of making warer, without being able to pafs
more than a few fcalding drops at a time: frequent ereé&ions,
with moft exquifite fhooting pains throughout the whole length
of the urethra, but more efpecially ateehe frrnum. Sometimes
fireaks of blood, or real blood, are difcharged with the urine;
and evident marks of an ulceration of the urethra make their ap-
pearance. In this cafe, befides the above-mentioned remedies,
the ufe of mercurial fumigations or frictions on the perinzum, and
infide of the thighs, I have found to beone of the moft efficacious
remedies. ‘

The{ametreatment will prove ferviceable, if, by any caufa
whatfoever, the difcharge of the venereal gonorrhoea, during
itsinflammatory ftage, be fuppreffed or flopped, either by acrid
or aftringent inje&ions, or even by the g'noﬁ proper injections ap-
Elied in an improper manner, by draftic or rcpeated m{ld purges,

y the premature ufe of turpentine or balfamics, by violent ex-
ercife, and efpecially by catching cold in the part affe@ted. The
virus feems to leave its natural feat under the frznum, to fertle
lower down, where the excrerory duéts of the feminal veflels and
proftate gland open into the urethra, and produces a {welliog in
ene or both tefticles; or, if the virus has been driven ftill lower
down to the neck of the bladder, the patient has a continual ;’_e-—

ire
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fireto maké water, without being able té pals any, or only a
few drops at a time. He is then often unable to ftand upright
for a quarter of an hour ; and a total fuppreffion of urine is in.
this cafe frequently the confequence. In all thefe different pla='
ces, the poifon generally produces only a fuperficial inflamma-
tion, though not uafrequently alfo, by its virulénce, or want of
a fufficient quantity of mucus to dilute ir, an excoriation and:
ulceration in the urethra take place, which then never fails to
end in an obftinate gléer, andto be followed by 2 general infec=
tion of the mafs.
Ir fpeaking of the dreadful confequences of a fupprefled or'
flopped venereal gonorrhoea, I muft not omit to mention a dif=
eafe, perhaps the moft melancholy of all venereal complaints
whatever, I mean 4 violent kind of inflammation in one or both.
eyes, frequéntly accompanied witha difcharge of puriform mat-
ter, entirely fimilarin colour and confiftence to that of a gonors,
thoea, and generally terminating in perfe& blindrefs 5 and in
other cafes infiead of an ophthalmy, a more or lefs perfe& deaf-
nefs. Thoughl am by no means able to account for the origin of
thofe complaints fuddenly following the fuppreflion of gonor-
thoeas, efpecially from {evere cold; (forI have never obferved
them butin very fevere climates and, {eafons), to which the pati=
ent had been previoufly expofed, I am convinced of the fa&. I
fhatl fpeak of it more fully below, under the head of Venereal
Ophthalmy. i
The only remark I have to make here is, that all thefe complaints:
from repelled venereal gonorrhoeas, being very often attended
with fuch urhappy confequences, an honeft manought nor to
mind the opinion of others, but be guided in his conduét by juf=
eice and confcience, and do every thing that poflibly may be
done to cureor relieve his patient. I therefore mention here, that
I have tried in four cafes of fwelled tefticles and fuppreflion of
urine, arifing from a retropulfed gonorrhoea, the inoculation of
the venereal poifon, by means of a bougie, dipped into venercal
matter and intreduced into the urethra; with unexpeéed uccefs.
. This being the cafe, I find myfelf bound not to conceal ity
though I may poffibly be blamed for it. We are confulted for
giving relief; and confequently fulfil our duty, at leg§ by of-
fering aremedy, which the patient has always in his power to
accept or refufe, 3

»,

CHANP.
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On GLEETS (BLEINNORRHOEA.)

A Continued running after the inflammatory {ymptoms of a
gonorrheea have for fome time difappeared, is commonly
called 2 Glee: Blennorhoea, or Gonorrheea inveterata, ot benigna ;
a name merely relarive tothe former, whichis called Gonorrhcea
maligna or virulenta.

G cets arife chiefly from two caufes » 1ff, From fimple relax-
ations of the mouths of the veffels, w hich had been irtitated, in-
flamed, and thereby loft fomewhat of their contraéiile power ;
or, 2dly, From an ulceration, or an erofion in fome partof the
urethra. To the former I gave, with more propriety I think,
the name Blennorrhcea fimplex, and thé larter I called Bleanor-
rhoea complicata. See the Nofological Table at the end of this
chapter. -

In the former kind, after the inflammation and irritation occa-
fioned by the gonorrhoea have'fubfided, the veflels, from whence
thar difcharge proceeded, continue to pour out either master of
the fame puriiorm appearance, or onlya clear kind of mucus, in
a preternatural quantity. Sometimes a pleet begins to appear af-
ter coition, exercife, or free living, though the difcharge from
the preceding gonorrhoea had entirely difappeared fome days og
weeks before. -

Gleets of this kind are for the meft partonly a local complaint,
the fimple remains of a gonorthoea not perfectly cured ; but
thofe of the fecond kind may be confidered as, the remains of a
very violent or complicated gonorrhoea, generally agcompanied
with an infe&ion of the body.

Hence it appears, that the nature and. fear of gleets may be as
various as thofe of gonorthceas ; butaccording te the place where
they are fituated, the rime they have continued, and ‘the caufe
by which they are produced, the mcthed of cure muft be difi-
ferent, and becomes more or lefs difficult and complicated.

Thofe gleets are moit cafily cured wehich have their feat in the
uretira under the frenum = thofe originating from ulcers of the
urethra, and which have continued for fome time, are much more
obftinare; and thofe arifing from erofions of the excretory dués
of the feminal veficles, or proftate gland, or from ulcers of the
bladder, are the moft flubborn of any. In general, the further

-back gleets are firuated 1n the urethra, the more aptthey are to
produce a difficulty in making water, or firicdures and fuppref-
fion of urine ; and the more difficult, in general, proves theis
cure. ;

I have always found thofe gleers which fucceed a fimple go=_
morthosa to be merelya local Ddifeafe, and to owe their exi?ern?

: Qlely.,
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folely to a rclaxation of the Imall veflels after the inflammation,
has fubfided. But fuch gleets as arife after a violent o ill-treat=
ed gonorrhoca, are generally accompanied with an excoriation oz
ulceration of the urethra. In this cafe, the venereal poifon has.
been generally abforbed, and the malfs is of confequence more or
efs infected. 7 : '

As it isof the utmoft importance, though fometimes extremes
ly difficult to afcertain thefe points, I fhall endeavour to enume=
rate the moft remarkable fymptoms by which it may be known,
whether there is any ulceration in the urethra. They are fhort-
ly as follow : 1. Streaks of blood in the mucus, or real blood -
difcharged, during the inflammatory ftage of the gonorrhoea, as
above mentioned ; but more efpecially after the violence of the
inflammation has abated. 2. Real purulent, or thin ichorous -
matter, difchargedin a greater or lefs quantity from the urethra.
3. A pain confined to one part of the urethra ; bur felt more
particuiarly upon introducing the catheter, or prefling on the
urethra externally. 4. An acute pain in one particular place of
the urethra, felt efpecially inpaffing the lat drop of urine, or
the ¢miflion of femen.—————Though all thefe pretty plainl
indicate an ulcer, its exiftence will be much more confirmed, if
the preceding fymptoms of inflammation have bsen very high,
it the patient has been improperly treated, or even, as I have
fometimes {cen, if the urethra has been wounded by a mif=
management of the {yringe, or a rude application of the cathe=
ser, durinethe inflammatory flate,

By notartending to thefe marks, which fufficiently point out
the exifleuce of anulcer in the urethra, we fhall be often difap=
pointed in the cure. Whenever, therefore, we are confulted
about gleets, our firlt bufinefs fhould be, to examine whether they
a:ifle merely from relaxation, or from an ulceration in the urethra;
and in this latter cale, whether it is an univer{al or only a local
difeafe. If an ulcer has taken place, it will be neceflary, in
order to form a proper prognofis, to afcertain the place of that
wlcration in the urethra, '

Whea the difeafe is mecely local, it may be cured either by to=
pical aftiringent applications, or by internal corroborating or bal-
famic remedies, or by the union of both, The beft topical reme-
dies 1 bave found, are injections made of white vitriol diffolved in
water, and mixed occafionaily with fome grains of calx of lead,
or bolus Arm=na; or injeétions prepared with calomel fufpended
in water, or in fome mucilaginous fluid ; or a folution of blue
vitriol, of allum, orof verdigreafe; each of which may in cer-
tain circumftances be ufeful. Of the internal remedies recom=
mended for the fame purpofe, I fhall {peak hereafter. 3

It the difeafle i< univerfal, i e. accompanied with an infe@ion
of the whole fyftem, ‘asis mof gengrally the cafe where there is

an



in ulceration of the urethra, we muft, befides topical remedice,
‘have recourfe to thofe appropriated to the cure of the lucs ji{ely.
1In this cafe, it is impoflible to cure the gleer till we have firft pu=
xifiedthe mafs.  After this is done, or while it is yet doing, 1
Biave found a folution of fublimate and litharge in'vinegar, diluted
Wwith a fufficient quantity of water, and injeted two or three
times a-day, amoft excellent remedy. :
.. With regard toinje&ions in gencral, I fhall make two material
.Obfervations, the negle& of which may fometimes orcafion our
Jeing difappointgd in a cure, even though the befl remedics 21a
Mfed.. The (yringe made ufe of for this purpofe fhould have fhorr
Jbut wide pipe, juft folargethat its orifice may go into the orifice
©Of the urethra, and the pifion ought to to apply clofe to the fides
of the tube. If the whole pipe of the fyringe be much fmallcr
than the orifice of the urethra, it is artended with two confider=
able difadvantages : the firft is, that with a fmall pipe, efpecis
ally if not perfe@tly {mooth, the patient eafily wounds the infice
of the urethra, thereby rendering himfelf liable to an ulceration
of the part, and confequent abforption of the poifon. The fe~
‘cond is, that the liquid injeded, inftead of going into_tha caviry
‘of the urethra; will, in proportion asthe patient preffes the pif-
ton, riun outfideways through the orifice of the urethras  If th
pifton itfelf does not apply clofely to the fides of the fytinge;
even if the pipe is fufficiently large, fo that it peteatly clofes
the orifice of the urethra, theliquor will il regurgitare between
the pifton and fyringe, inflead of .going into the wethra ; and
thus the patient may imagine that he has injected the liquor pro-
verly, when perhaps very little has entered.  But though the fu=~
ringe bé properly made, and it the fame time the moft carefulin=
Rructions be given, the patiert does very often periorm the opes
ration in fuch an aukward fanner, that ng good effeét folldws.
A fyringe properly made, fhould be applied clofely and exadily
o the orifice of the urethra ; fo that, by the conic form of its
pipe, all paffage may be denied to the liquid berwixe it and the
ﬁdes of the urethra. If the diforder lies ia the wlual original {eas
of genorrhoeas, viz. jult under the fiznum, the patient fhould,
with one hand, comprefs the urcthra at the firfi curvatude of the
penis, where the fcrotum begins, while he holds and manages
the fyringe with the fingers of the other. The pifion, which
thould always fit clofe, but {lide eafily, ought then to be prefled
foftly and flowly, till he feels the urethra gently dilated, aud
thus keep the liquid inje&ed fora minure or two in the urethir,
yepeating the fame operation_ thre; or four times. By a rath or
long continved preflure of the pifton, the irritation produced
thereby in the urethra often does more harm than the injection
€an do good. S0 7 ;
By aitending to thefe direftions, a double adyantage is ob-
talncd
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tained. The liquid is properly applied to the part affedted,
the {ame tim= that no danger is incurred of driving fome of th
veacreal poifon lower down the urethra along with_ the injec=
tad liquid ; but this precaation is unneceflary, if the fear of tha
diforder is lowerdown. : .
Withrefpeét to theliquid itfelf, it fhould always, in cafes of
virulent gonorrhoea, be made luke-warm 3 bat in gleets this_is
not neceffary. In gonorrhoeas, if the liquid is too cold or teo
warm, it may eafily hurt the patient, either by driving back the
matter, or increaﬁng theinflammation. In many inftances alfo
the liquid ought to bewell thaken before ir is inje@ted. Tt may
eafily be mad: warm, by puttinga tea-cup half full into a bafon
of hot watzr, - In all cafes, before any injection is applied, the
patient (hould atrempt to make water. ;
.The othar obfervations I have to make is, that young men Ja=
bouring under glsets, after having for fome time made ufe of ine
je&ions, and fiiding themfelves confiderably better, will grow
carelzfs in the application, and even fometimes negle@ the injec=

tion altogether for a day or half a day. The confequerce of this

is fometimes difagreeable : and I have feen- feveral inftances,
where, by negleciing to ufe the inje&ion for a fingle day, the
running has been greatly augmented, as if it had been a frefh gleet;
and the relapfe being more obftinate than the original difeafe,
thz patignts have been obliged to continue the fujeciions for more
wheks, than perhaps it would have required days to cure the difs
temper, had they continued the ufe of them without interrup=
tion.

In general, inorder to prevent any danger of a relapfle, I oirdet
my patients to apply the inje&ions three, four, or, accerding to
circumftances, fixtimes a-day during the difeale, and tosconti=
nue the fams ragularly for teh or twelve days after the running
has entirely ceafed, —==Syringes of a differsnt kind are required
forwomen, if we wilh to fee any good effedts produced by the
inje&tions adminiftered to them, as I thall mention below, under
the article of Venereal Ulcers.

Befides inje&tions, bougies will often be of great fervice in
gleets, efpecially where the ulcer has its{eat in the lower part of
the urethra. They may be ufed either alone,. or in conjunéion
with proper inje&tions, They fhould be kept in, for the firit
thre: or four days, only for a quarter or haif an hour at a time,
until the patient is {o accuflomed to them that he can bear them
Ionger ; and then they may be kept in for feveral hours in the
morning and evening, or during the whole day and night. 18
- muft be lefrentirely to the judgment of the-phyfician to determine,
whether the bougiesto be employed fhould be of an irritating or
fedative qual'ty ; the circumftances of the cafe will point out~
whether thofs of the former or lattsr kiad ars necelary. Tt mufk
' ; hewever,



hotwever, be rermembered, thatbefore the application of bougies,
as well as inj-clions, the patient ought always to atiempt to
make water, 'in order to give time to the remedy to produce its
effedts on the parc affected. If the application of the“bougie
produces, as I have fometimes obferved, a tenfion and pain in
‘the fpermatic cord, or a fwelling of the tefticle, its ufe muft bs
omitted for a few days. Thiseffe@ I have fometimes alfo found
to be prodacedby the ufe of too large a bougie, and to be rea
‘moved by changing it for a fmaller one ; in general, {mall- bou=
gies fhould be preferred to large ones in the beginning. _
Should we bedifappeinted in our ekpe&ations of a cure, eithef
By the ufe of bougies, or injecions of the above-mentioned kind;
it will be proper toinje& fuch liquids a5 may excite an irritati=
‘on and inflammation in the wurethra, efpecially in the affecied
part. Thele have often been attended with fuccefs after the
‘beft altringents have failed. For this purpofe, we may ufe an
injection made with fublimage and litharge, or a fimple folution
‘of fublimate in water, or alarge dofe of calomel fufpended in
fome mucilaginous liquors i
_ Ic has been obferved by Dr. Cullén, that obfinate glects have
fometimes been cred by violent and long continued exercife on
horfe-back ; fuch as a journey from Edinburgh to Loudon : and
it is probable that this cure is produced by exciring an inHamma~
tion 1n'the parts, as the inje&ions jult now reccmmended are apt
to do. Gleets have fometimes been cured by ceition ; which
may be accounted for on the fame principles : but this is a re=
medy which can never berecommended by the honeft practitioner;
becaufe gléets are often infectious, and the yenereal difcafe would
by thefe means certainly be communicated to a healthy woman ;
or, if the was not healthy, the man would not only run the risk
of getting afreth gonorrhoea, but even the lues itfelf, ifhis glect
Was owing to'an ulcerinthe urethra, :
Befides the above-mentioned remedies, fome others may be ap-
plied in gleets of the more obftinate kind, fuch as the tinéiura
cantharidum internally, or inje&tions of oil of turpentine, of in=
- fufion of galls, &c. and I have been informed by a-fiiend, that
he once faw a defperate glect cured by injecting the tinéure of
ipecacuanha, and fome other cafes where a fmall eleétrical fhock
through the urethra produced a cure. I can fay nothing with re=
gard 1o the effe@s of thele remedics, having never had occafion
to try them. I mention them only becaufe we are fometimes
ar a lofs for medicines in very obflinate complaints of this
kind.
Bathing in cold water has alfo been recommended in obfli
nate gleers, and I have feen it fometimes produce very good ef-
fects, but, in two or three cafes, I havé feen ir as certainly in=

creafe the running. The fame effedt has beer alfo oblerved by

. others,
-
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others. Sea;ba;hing is very beneficial ; as ,ﬁkewifc ”waf.hing t'lg

genital parts with cold water, either by itfelf or mixed with
vinegar.

There are three kinds of internil remedies made ufeof in gleets;

feach of which may be ufed, either alone, or combined, as cir=
cumflances may require, with or without the local applications
above-mentioned. Thefe are. 3

iy

1. ‘A courfe of mercurials. This is always neceffary where

the difeafe arifes from an ulcer of the urethra, efpecially of a
long ftanding, or where a general infeition has taken place. In
fuch cafes, pills made of turpentine and mercury are often very
toper. E e bl T e A e
i 2. Balfamics. Of thefe the moft commonly ufed is the balfa=
‘mum copiaba. Of this the parient may take from fifty to one
hundred drops in a draught of cold water, once a-day at noonj

or twice a-day, eévening and morning. Immediately after the
balfam, from twenty to fifty drops of elixir vitrioli acidum'
fhould be taken, in the fame quantity of water, to rendet the .
former lefs difagreeable to the ftomach. Half a drachm of pure

turpentine, or a drachm of balfamum traumaticum, often ans
Twers the purpofe of thecopaiba extremely well. I knew a cafe,
where a very large quantity of copaiba balfam was{wallowed at
once by a young mar, who was thereby radically cured of a moft
inveterate and obftinate gleet. = v (AT Eag PO

3. Corroborants. Among thefe the Peruvian barkin powder,
or infufed in red wine, or, which is fomerimes better, infufed in
lime water, together with or without fome other powerful af=
tringent, will fometimes prove effectual when all other remedies
have failed. Afrer all, however, our utmoft endeavours to cure
an inveterate gleet will fometimes be in vain; and rhere have
been inftances where nature Rerfelf has effected a cure in time,
after the unfuccefsful and redious exhibition of the moft power=
ful remedies.

Obftidare gleets fometimes originate, as mentioned above;
from a fingulatr caufe of which we have fome examples in ana-
tomical colle@tions. This is, when two ulcers of the urethrd
happen to be nearly oppofite to each other: In this cafle;
fome parts of them will inofculate with each other, producing
a kind of bands acrofs the urethra, with a fmall ulceration be-
Jow. Thus n6t only a moft obflinate running, baffling all me=
dicines, isproduced, but a difficulty of making water frequent=
ly takes place, and an impoflibility of making it but in a very,
Imell fiream, or not at all. The only remedy in this cafe, if
we have fome reafon for fufpeéiing this caufe, is the chirurgical
operation ; though in foamecafes, where the bandé are not too
ftrong, they might perhaps be broke, by applying a probe or
catheters  Whether oy nos the following cafe of a yery trouble=

e fome
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fome and obftinare gleet belongs to this clafs, I leave my read-.
ersto judge.

Some years ago I was confulted by a nobleman concerning a
gleet, with which he had been affecied for abour ten years, and
for which he had confulted the phyficians and {urgeons in feve=
‘ral countries. Sometimes it ftopped for feveral days ; then came
on again of itfelf, efpecially after riding on horfeback, or coi-
tion. At fuch times he always felt fome uneafinefs, and the next.
day a little running, which went off, till the fame caufe was
repeated 5 which rendered him very uneafly, efpecially as he in=
tended to marry. Upon examining the patient, 1 found the dif-
order feated down in the urethra, abour the place called by ana-
tomifts the Cuput gallinaginis. Every internal and external re-
medy, that]knew of, wasapplied, without effeciing a radical
cure. I took the difeafe to be a calious ulceration ; and, on
this fuppofition, he wore bougies for cight of ten weeks without
the leaft effect. Being obliged to continue my travels, 1 left him
very little the better for what T had done ; at the fame time ad-
vifing him, as he intended to go to Paris, to confult there who-
ever hecould expe& any benefit from. The refult, as he after-
wards informed me by letter, was as follows. ‘¢ After my ar-
% rival at Paris, I confulted, according to your advice, all the
€ medical men of eminence in that city, who rendered me more
¢ unealy about my diforder than I had ever been before, by
their different opinions of the caufe, nature, and cure of ir.
Some advifed me to a new mercurial courfe ; others prefcribed
different internaland external remedies. I thewed them all the
¢ preferiptions fucceflively tried by you; they [eemed rather
aftonifthed, thatnone of them, after a fair trial, had fucceed-
¢¢ ed. However, fome new inje&ions and internal remedics
3¢ were ordered, rather I thinkto fatisfy me for my money, than
¥ in hopes of doing me any real fervice ; indeedI was for three
or four months entirely in the fame condition as when T firft
cameto Paris. But, furprizing it may feem to you! the laft
¢ perfon whom I confulted upon recommendation, {eemed to me
the moft ignorant I had applied to : he faid he was obliged to
examine the paffage of the urethra with a catheter, in_order
¢¢ to afcertain the place, &c. He accordingly ~applied it; it
¢ went in asufual very readily, till it came to the feat of the
¢ diforder, where it met with the fame obflacle it had always
¢ done, whichI had before told him of ; notwithftanding this,
“ he endeavoured to pufh it further. 1 told him it gave me ex=
¢ ceflive pain : but he prefled it imprudently on, and it went
< through ; upon which fome blood immediately run out of the
<¢ urethra. This, as it feemed, much frightened him: he ask-
¢ edmy pardon, withdrew his inftrument, took his fee, and de-
¢ parted , but left me uch diffatisfied for employing him. T
r AN cxpedied
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¢ expetied I thould be wotle the next day, and fuffer much from.
¢ his uaskilful condu& : but, quite the reverfe, I have been
¢ from any diforder thefe two monthspaft ;I ride on horfeback,
¢ and enjoy a woman, without finding any. ill effe@s from
¢ them; and therefore think myfelf radically cured. The
¢ friendfhip I owe you, for the trouble you took on my account,,
€ obligesme to ftate to you this particular cafe, which may be.
" ¢ of ufe to you, and which you perhaps can better account for
¢¢ than thofe I have fince confulted.” ;

Gleets arifing from deep and large erofions of the mouths
of the feminal du&s, or excretories of the proftate gland,
as alfo thefe which origfhate from ulcers of the bladder, are very
often incurable ; or if they do admit of a cure, a particular con- -
fiderarion of the nature and treatment of fuch cafes would exceed
the limirs of this treatife.

In 2il inveterate and obftinate gleets, which have their feat
fow down in the urethra, we fhould carefully examine the pro-
flare gland ; for to a difeale of this part they frequently owe
 their origin. Ifthe gland fhall be found preternaturally fwelled
' and hard after a mercurial courfe, repeated blifters applied to the
periszum, with large dofes of the infpiffated juice of conium
mnaculatnmn, Lin. 1 have feen in fome inftances attended with
fuccefs where all other remedies had failed.

Of the treatment of gleets combined with ftridtures, viz. with .
more orlefs difficulty in making water, 1 muft refer to the chaps
ter on Hchury.

Gleets which arife either from a weaknefs, relaxation, or fomea
times perhaps from too great an irritability of the duéls aboves
mentiened, are properly called by the name of Gonorrhoea (flnx=
us feminis). In thefe cafes, a real femen is difcharged, fome=
times without ereéiion, or any fenfationof pleafure : and is ei=
ther continually dripping off, oris evacuated at times by debili=
tating no&urnal or diurnal pollutions.  Sometimes it 1s difcharg-
ed only on going to ficol, when the hard fzces, during their
paffage in the reGuidy prefs on the feminal veficles and proftate,
gland, and thus force the relaxed orifices of their excretory duéis.
This diforder, however, does not arife, from any venereal infec=
tion, and but feldom from the abufe of venery. Its moft general
eauf: is mafturpation, and therefore comes not within my plan
ar prefent. It requires a moft prudent and careful treatment ;
otherwife the patient will fall a vi&im to that kind of confump=
tion which we call with, Hippocrates, Tabes dorfaliss Whe=
ther the diforder mentioned in the Old Teftament, wasa gonor=
rheea of this kind, orof a differentnature, I dare not, as I have
already mentioned, take upon me to determines :

Nosonoﬁ



NOSOLOGICAL TABLE, illufirating
the two preceding Chapters.

«Claf. ‘Locales.

Ord. Phlogofes.

‘Genus, BLENNORRHAGIA, Anglis, Clap: Germanis, Tzip-
per: Gallis, Chaude-piffe : Iralis, Gonorrhoea.

€haradter in viris. Titillatio pracipue in urethrz parte anteri=
ore {ub frznulo ; fubfequente polt biduum aut quarriduum,
phlogofi locali, cum ardere et dolore in mingendo ; acce=
dente ftillicidio materici puriformis ex urethra ; corpore ca-
vernofo. urethrz pizternaturaliter turgefcente, plerumque
cum eredionibus membri virilis folito frequentioribus dolo=
rificis. : ;

dn Feeninise Titillatio -ad erificium vagine externum ; fub=

fequente poft biduum aut quatriduum dolore, rubore et tu-
more preternaturali pracipue (ad rapham) prope commif=
furam labiorum vulvz inferiorem ; accedente ardore et dolo-
re ejufdem partis in mingendo ; cum flillicidio materici pu=
ziformis ex vulva.

Gonorrhoea,

Gonorrhoea virulenta

Gonorrheea maligna | S

Gonorrhoea venerea

Fluor albus venereus, . malignus

Leucorrhoea venerea

Variat ratione [edis.

Blennorrhagia balani, vulgogonorrhoea { Materia fluente,

fpuria | ex glande.

e urcthralis | ex urethra.
=== veficalia } e vefica.
e s |2 bialis i ¢ labiis vulvas
e e vaginalis . € vagina.
e w— I 1ET1N2 ex utero.
e nafalis ; Le nazibus.
Species funt,
Blennorhagia f{yphilirica,
a. Simplex, :

b, Complicata, f, uIceF:oI'o;
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£. A viru fyphilitico e mafla depofito.
Blennorrhagia ab acri externo applicato.
Blennorrhagia a flimulo interno applicato.
Blennorrhagia a cancrouteri aut vaginz.
Blennorrhagia arthriticas

Sequela Blennorrhagie eft.

BLENNORRHOEA. Anglis,Gleet: Germanis, Nachtrips
per, weiller Flufs : Gallis, Gonorrhee invitéree.

Character. Stillicidium humoris puriformis, aut muci limpidi,
ex urethra in viris, exorificio vaginz in {zminis przterna~
turalis, finelibidire aut dyfuria.

Gonorrhoea benigna
Gonorrhoea inveterata
Fluor albus benignus
Leucorrhoea

auéorums

Variat ratione fedis ut Blennorrhagia.

Species practico notatu neceffarie fint,
Blennorrhoea fimplex, arelaxatione vaforum;
Blennorrhoea complicata :

a. cum ulcere.
b. cum {cirtho proftatz.

Sequele Blennorrhagie [y philitice retropulfe funti

Tumor tefticulorum.
Ifchuria urethralis.

Bubo.
Ophthalmia.
Dyfeccea.
Fluxus puriformis ex oculis.
m—— == €X auribus.
e raribuss
Syphilis.

Genus: GONORRHOE A,

Character. FExcretio feminis aut muci proftatz préternaturad
lis, cum vel fine ere&ione etlibidine ; accedente dolore lum=
borum et atrophia.

Gonorrhoea :
Pollutio no&urna.debilitans audorum,
Excretio feminis inyoluataria
' Spesies
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Species funt:. :
~ Genorrhoea a relaxione vaforum.
Gonorrhoea ab ulcere aut erofione du&uuim excretoricrym
proftatz et veficularum feminalium,
Gonorrhoea a nimia irrirabilitate, potiffimum per manu~
Ruprationem indu&a. ; '

——— AR R ST e
B B A B TV,
On the Venereal Swelling of the Tefiicles.
WHFN a Clap has been treated either by improper medi-

p cines, or the patient labouring under it ufcs too violent
-exercife, or efpecially if he catches cold in the part affe@ed, by
expofing it toa ftream of air, or by wathing it with cold water,
one and fometimes both tefticlesbegin to fwell, often to an e-
normous fize, attended with all the fymptoms of a local inflam-
mation ; to which an irritation of the whole mafs, and a vio=~
Ient fever, not unfrequently fucceed. This difeefe is cailed a
Swelled Tefticle, and fometimes, though very impioperly, a Her=
" mia hwmoralis. \
Previous to the {welling, the running of the clap partly cren-
tirely ceafes ; but fometimes this will only happen, at leaft to.
an obfervable degree, a day or two afier. the {welling has ac-
- tually appeared,
That the fwelling aod fymptoms of this inflammation are.
produced, in that cafe, merely by the irritation of the poifon
Iodged lower downin the urethra, at the place where the ex-
cretory duéts of the feminal veficles open, and not (as was fup~
pofed formerly, for want of aratomical knowledge of the courfs,
of the lymphatics) from an abforption of the poifon, and tranf-
pofition of the gonorrheea to the tefticle itfelf, is now generaily
admitted ; and will perhaps be more evident from the obferva-
_tions which T fhall Jay down upon the nature and fear of this
_diforder, and from. the method of treatwent which I found the
moft fuccefsful for this complaint.
~ Hitherto it has been the general opinion, that the tefticle .it-
felf is always the featof this diforder. Bur, upon a more clofe
attention and inquiry, I find, firfi, That the tedicle icfelf is ne~
ver {welled, or id the leaft affe@ed,,in the beginning of this
complaint ; but that the only affected and fwelled partis thsepi-
didymis, which every man may eafily convinece himfelf of by a.
careful examination. I faid, the teflicle is never in the leafk,
affedted in the begigping, orfor the fixffive or fix days 5 and ifh
' : 2,
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it becomes affe@ted afterwards, it is merely owingte the pres:
polterous treatment. - 2diy, T have conftartly obferved, that the
fever which frequently attends this complaint, elpecially in ir~
ritable conflitutions, is never a primary diforder, butonly con-"
comitant to,sor the confequence of, this local irritation ; and’
that for thisreafon, by the method mestioned hereafter, it isal~
moft generally in the power of the phyfician, if called upon in®
time, to prevent any fever taking place. 3

In what maener this{welling of the epididymis is produced by
the irritation of the venereal poifon, retropulfed to the lower’
part of the urethra, Ithink unneceflary here to explain : but we-
fee clearly, from the caufe afligned, how it happens, that, after
the {welling of one teflicle is gone, the other is fometimes at="
tacked ; dnd that, after a fuppreflion of urine from a retropul~"
{ed gonorrheea, is removed, fometimes a fwelling of the- reflicles’
arifes.. This is owingto the tranfpofition or change of place of
the poifon. It will further appear; from the nature of this dif~
order, why a man wko has been once affeéted with a fwelled.
tefticle is fo eafily affeéted with the fame diforder a fecond time.-
But in orderto eftablifh a more rational and effeGual method of
cure of that complsint, than has been hitherto pra&ifed, 1 muft
obferve, that this fwelling is owing to the irritation of the poi-
fon tranfpofed to a different place in the urethra, and notto the’
teflicle itfelf 5 and, fecondly, that it isnot an inflammations of
the tefticle, as has been hitherto generally believed, but only a
fwelling of the epididymis. This I have found to be the cafe in
all my patients 3 and faw it particularly confirmed in two cafes:
where a {welling of the fame kind was brought on by the fim-
ple application of a farger bougie, and cured without any other
remedy than by leaving off the ufe of the bougie ; which fhews®
befides, that any irritation of the mouthsof the excretory duéls
of the feminal veficles may bring on this difeafe*. ;

Having mentinned thefe obfervations about the nature and rife:
of a complaint which is fomerimes attended with very difagree=
able confequences, I fhallfirft lay down fuch rules as 1 found by
experience the moft fuccefsful to avoid it ; and then proceed to'
the obfervations I made, 10 cure it when it has taken place.

* There is auother fpeciesofthis diforder mentioned by fome writers, ‘vizy
an inflammation of the tefticle, arifing from fome of the venereal poifon bes
ing depofiied theie from the mafs. This kind of difeale never came under
my obfeivation, and Ithereforecantay nothing aboutit. We are alfo told,
thar a fwelledrefticle arifes fonetimes'trom veneréal ulcers of the glans being
driedup : but neither du.I recolle& 1o have obferved any. cafe of this kind s,
thoush [ have feen a patient, who, two years ago, was affe@ed with a fwelled
tedflicle, whichbeing impropeily treated, broushtona ffnlain ano.  This
was operated, andnearly healed dp, when afwcllihg of the tefticle appeared:
again; for whichI was confuleed. I fucceeded in difperfing the fwellingy

by brizging on a running framche urethra, and in gompleating ch 3
"R > A ) g taccure b
eonife of imerual iemedics, ¥ .
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. To avoid a fwelling of thiskind, every” thing that is apt to’
Bring on a retropulfion of the clap ought to be carefully-avoided.-
Such are, acrid aftringent injeQions, wafhing the penis with:
cold water, &c. or expofing it to the cold air, as for example,
making water in a {treet where a cold wind blows 3 violent (3=
ercife of any kind ; the prepofterous ufe of balfamics, inrernale
ly orexternally; repeated purges, or venery ; which points at-
tended to carefully, together with the wearing of a-bag-rrufs,
from the beginning of any clap whatever, have ¢ffe@ually{c reene
ed my patients from this diforder. Not one of them who com=
plied with the rules juft mentioned ever was affeéied with this
difeafe. : ; _ -

But we generally find our patients-not fo compliable, or we'
are called in tofuch, who having been treated without any at-
tention tothofe rules, are already affected with the fwelling.

"hofe require our compaffion, and the immediate application of
every means poflible to relieve them.

The caufe of the diforder, asfaid above, being an irritation
of rhe mouths of the excretory dus of the feminal veficles, {rom
the venereal poifon having takeo its feat at the caput gallinagi-
nis, our endeavours, in‘order to do fomething effectually for our
patient, muft be, firlt to allay the irrication, and then to recall
the poifon to its former original feat, that is, re—ci%ab}n’h the
running 5 both which te obtain, 1 found the following method
to be moft efficacious. :

If the pulfe be accelerated, full, and ftreng, he is to be bleeded
immediately ; and a good quantity of blood is to_be taken from
him ; regard, however, to behad to his confiitution, and other
circumftances, If thare be no irritation in the {yltem, or oty a
moderate degree of it, bleeding isunneceffary, (ard this will be
nearly always the cafe, if we are calledia foon at the commence~
ment of the diforder) ; being convinced, from repeated obferya-
tion, that afever in thiscomplaint is never an original difcafe,
but brought on only in confequence of the.irritation of thofe de-
licate parts. ; : g

To the fwelling a common poultice of bread and milk, with
a little oil, or, according to circumftances, fugar of lead, has
been recommended by feme writers; but having {een fo linfe
effedt from this application, I have not for many yeais palt made
ufe of it. Inftead of a poultice, I order firfi a glyfier to be ap~-
plied, to evacuate the fzces, if the paticnt had not anatural flool ;

"‘and then I advife him, if his ficuation will allow of it, to fig
for half an hour in a warm emollient bath. If he cannot have
that convenience, I place him in a perforated chair, upon the
fteam of hot water, for the fame length of time 5 previoufly fufe
pending his tefticles. From thence he is to be carried 10 bed,
and a dry bag-trufs is immediately applied, in order 10 kte;‘gélh;
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tefticles conftantly fufpended, as their hanging down produces og. -
contriburesto theirirritation. A wasm poultice may be alfo ap-,
plied to the penis, in order to bring on the running-again; or,
3n other words, to determiue the retropulfed matrer from itsnew.
_feat to come back to the old one. But what I found principally.
to be relied on is, to adminiftera full dofe of opium, or according
to circumitances, a glyfter, made of equal quantities of linfeed
oil and barley-water, with a full dofe of laudanum, to be injec=,
ted, and occafionally repeated. He muft keep a low diet, drink.
pothing but barley-water, or an emulfion of almonds. :
To this method cf treating fwelled tefticles by opium, which?
to my knowledgeis new, I was led, about t¢n years ago, by a
finguiar circumftance of a particular friend of mine, which I thigk
unneceffary to.relate; and I have fince leen fo good and{peedy
effedts from it, that Inow conftantly make ufe of it. I have had.
many inftances, where, by thefe means, the {welling and pain_
of the tefticle were removed, and the running broughton, inthe.
fpace of twenty-four or forty-eight hours; and in thofe cafes
where it had not that effeé fo foon, it always greatly relieved.
the patient, and prevented a fever. I all more obfiinate -cafes,
Fcounftantly obferve, that the fymptoms of irritation, and the
fwelling, didnever quit the patignt till the running of the clap,
came on again ; buc the moment this latter tock place, the pa-
tient found himfelf relicved of the pain of the teflicle, and the
fwelling gradually difappeared. To affift nature in its benefici-
al efforts, the opium internally, or in an- emecllient glyfler, is
to be repeated every twenty—four hours ; the parts to be expo-,
fed twiceor three timesa-day, for aquarter or half an hour, to,
the fleam of hot water or milk ; warm poultices to be conftant-
1y applied to the penis ; and the accumularion of fzces in the
re&tum to be prevented, by a dommon glyfter, occafionally re-
peated. By proceeding thus, we fhall generally have the fatis-.
faction to cure, in a few days, a difeafe which, by a different.
meth(}d of treatment, often requires many weeks to get the bet-,
ter of. / .
According to circumftances, fome other more efficacious means,
to re-eftablith the running the fooner, if the fymptoms of the
fwelling feem dangerous, might likewife be tried, and applied
as mentioned above. The re-eftablifhed clap ought to be treated
afterwards in the common manner ; taking care to give no oc- "
cafion to a new retropulfion, which in fuch cafes eafily takes
place a fecond time. ; :
If the fwelling has been treated improperly, it frequently hap=
pens that one or both tefticles grow hard ; and the difeafe is.
then commonly called a Schirrous Tefiicle. 1In all thofe cafes k
conftantly found the epididymis very hard and much fwelled.In
fome, however, probably through the length of time, the tef=

tigle.
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ticleitfelf was likewife evidently affe@ed, accompanied fome-
times with a fenfation of painful preffure, but frequently with=
out any pain at all. - Mercury given internally, or rubbed in
externally into the perinzum and {crotum twice a-day, with the
conftant application of a warm poultice made of the root of atro=
pa mandragora, L. 1found, in that cafe, a ufeful remedy. The
cicuta, applied internally and externally, may be tried. An
emetic has been fomerimes found effeGual. The deco&ion of the
bark of the root of daphne mezereiwm, L. internally, and a
poultice of it exterhally, has lately been very much recommend-
ed ; but in feveral patients to whom I have givéen that decoc-
tion, I obferved it made them fo fick that they found it impoffi-
ble to bear it on the ftomach, even when I made it very weaks
Van Swieten once told me, that hehad given, for an indolent
chroric induration of the tefticles, lapides cancrorum, an ounce
in apintof good Auflrian wine, or old hock, taking three or
four table-fpoons full every moraing and evening, with good
fuccefs. 1 onee tried this remedy, and it anfwered extremely
well. After Van Swieten’s death, I met a patient who told me,
that he had been cured by him of an harda {welled téficle, tho’
not from a venereal caufe, by the fame remedy ; and thar he had
been perfeély well ever fince. It is, however, to be obferved,
that we fhall fometimes be difappointed by all thefe remedics 3
and that the hard {welling, of {everal monthsor years flanding,
will not go off, except we bringon the running. :

A cancer of the iefiicle requires extirpation ; but whenever a
tefticleiscancerous, orinits Aructure difeafed, we ought always
carefully to examine whether the lymphatics of the fpermatic
cord are not at thefame timg affeced 5 in this cafe, the kidney of
the fame fide, to which thofe lympharic veflcls go, being gene-
rally difeafed, theexcifion of the teflicls praves an ufelels ope=

-ration, and would oaly expofe, by its fatal confequences, the
furgeonsreputaticn. ‘
. We aretoldby fome writers on this {ubjedt, that a venercal
inflammation of the tefticles frequently terminates in a fuppura-
tion. Thismay fometimes be thecafe ; but never happened to
any of my patients. I am therefore inclired ro believe, that, if
it happens, it more frequently proceeds from a bad treatment;
than from any other caufe. Butperhaps that fpecies of venercal
tefticles which we are told ari{ss from a tainted mafs, (if it ever
exifts), is moreapt to end in_fuppuratios, thanthatarifing from
a fupprefled gonorrheea, which, as we have feen above, very
feldom affe@ts the teflicle itfclf. One particular cafe, which 1
{aw eight yearslago, though not venereal, dzferves; perhaps, to
bementioned here. A young man of twenty years of age, af-
flicted with ferophulous fwellings #out his neck, was advifed
by a phyfician to make ufe of the decotum lignorum 5 blut fol-
. cwing
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Jowing this advice for fome weeks, he was affe@ed with a coug’fw
which, in a fortnight after, ended in. an hzmoptyfis. Though
he now lefroff the decoétion, and made ufeof {everal other me=
dicines preflcribed to him, the cough continued for many months,

accompanied with fpitting of blood, or mucus fireaked with

blood occafionally.  Being confulted, I gave it as my opinion,
that his lungs were affected with fcrophulous tubercles; for
which I knew noremedy ; and defired him to confulc the firfk
men of the profeffion in thepiace; though the remedies ordered
by them did notia che leaft alter his cough, he was in other re~
fpects tolerably well, eat withappetite, and flept with eafe. One
day he came to me, and cemplained of a painful fwelling on both
fides of thainguina, but more fo on one than on the other. Upa-

on examianing, I found ths fpermatic cord very much enlarged.

¥ asked him whether he had made free with the fex. ' He decla-
ved, upon his honor, he had never lain with a woman in his life,

for fear of being poxed ; but faid he had had the fame complaint

feveral times before, and felt it always whenever he was in com=
pany with young women, who ftrongly excited defire ; thatit
grew fomdtimes extremely painful, infomuch that he avoided
fuch occafions as much as poffible. Having'been in fuch a fitu=
ation the daybefore, thefame pain came on; but had continued
{o much longer than ufual, thar it inducPd him to apply ‘to me
forafliftance, I advifed him to apply cold water to the parts,
which cured him of biscomplaintin a few days. Thus much{i
thought to premife to what follows.

Some monthsafter, he complained tome that one ef his tefticles
“had become very hard without apparent caufe” Upon interro-
gating him about theufe of women, he repeated the fame thing
he had done ‘before 3 but confeffed that he had frequently maf=
turpated himfelf, without knowing that fuch a pra&ice could
produce any diforder. T prefcribed hemlock, and all the refol=
vents the Mareria Medica affords, both internally and externallyy
but without any effet: the tefticle grew painful, and daily lare

LA

ger; and at laft burft, and a fmall quantity of purulent matter
was difcharged. On my return to town, after an abfence of

fome months, he told me, that during that time a fmall difcharge
had conrinued; and that {everal fibres like white threads came
zway from the ulcer evéry day. Upon examination, 1 found

the whole tefticle reduced to a vety {mall fize, and the ulcer near=

by clofed up, and in a few weeks it was quire healed. His
cough continked during allthis time ; but he appeared not to be
more emaciated than whea he firlt applied to ' me.  Every thres
or four months, when the tickling of the cough feemed to in=
creafe, and he was afraid of a {pitring of blood, he was bled by
his own advice, The fpermatic cords were quite narural. The
famg month of the following year, the other teflicle became af=

' feGed
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fe@ed jult as the former had been. A furseon i
had treated the patieat with me the preEedin:fyeeT:'?e:vcae:’ ?al;?
fled in durm_g my abfence ; and though every thing was done
'for him which 1n my opinion could have been done, when I re~
turned back to town, the complaint fiill continued, and had now
lafted for ten waeks. At the expiration of the feventh weeky,
the tefticle burft ; and now whole pieces of the {permatic vef:
{els of the tefticle were every day difcharged from the opening 3
and in three moaths the refticle was reduced to the fame fize as
the other, viz. to that of a fmall hafel-nut. There was no fwele
lm.g in the fpermatic cords 5 and the patient told me, he had
firidtly fellowed my advice, and avoided, for thefe rwo years;
his bad cuftom above-meationed. The cough continued; but
by degrees reduced him fo low, that he died two yéears after.
The phykician who atteuded him Iat informed me, that, on
opening the body, he found a vomica in oneof his lungs, and ma-
ny large hard tumours or tubercleson both ; but he had not exae
mined the tefticlés. From whar caufe the difeafe of ths tefticles
arofe, whether from a ferophuleus complaint, or from fmaftur-
pation, I de not pretead to afcertain ; but I relate the cafe only
@3 a very particular and remarkable one, which fhows, that there
may fometimes happen a fuppuration of the teRicles even with
the greatell care and moft judicious treatments

e

€ H A PN,

Of the Inflammation and induration of the PROSTATE
GrAnD.

I HAVE nothing in particular to fay on the inflarimation of the
A proftaté gland, escept when it arifes from a fupprefied go-
morrhoea. In that cafe, we thould ufe every méans poflible to
reffore the gonorrhoea; particularly thafe recommended fot
‘fwelled tetticles arifing from the {ame caufe; becaufe, if this in=
ﬂgmmation terminates in fuppurarion, whetherthe abcefs breaks
into the urethra, bladder, iateftinum re@um, or perinzum, “it
will always be attended with very difagreeable eonfequences.
The {ymptems of an inflammarion or {fwelling of this gland ate
‘known from the pain and difficulty of making water ; befidss, if
Wwe fhould be doubtful whence they proceed, the finger will
elearly tell us. If a {uppuration has alicady taken place, we
have only.to obferve, that mercury internally and exterually
will be neceflary, and afterwards pfoper injsctions, the C?m.po-
k 111088
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fictons of which are notparticular, and muft entirely be left %
the judgment of the prattitioner,

In the induration or fcirrhofiry of this gland, the remedies re-
commended for indurated teflicles or buboes will be ferviceablg;
but efpecially blifters, applied repeatedly to the perinzum, and
internally the hemlock in large dofes. ;

If a total fuppreflion of urine is to be dreaded from the fcir-
rhous {welling of the proftate, as is always foomer or later the .
cafe, every meass poflible ought ro be tried to bring on a fuppu=
ration of the gland, inorder to prevent fill more difagreeabls
confequences.

Ci-H AL, VI.
On the VENEREAL IscHURY and STRICTURES, .

A TOTAL fuppreffion of urine, occafionsd either by the re-
mains of a former {yphilitic complaint, or of a prefent ve=
nereal virus affeéting the urethra, or neck of the bladder, we
call aVenereal Ifchury ; and a partial fuppreflion, or a diffcul-
ty of making water ina continued and natural fiream, artended
with pain, and a frequent defire to make water, arifing from the
fame caufe, is commonly, though not always properly called a
Stricture.

When I fay, that the name Stricture, which has been given
to the latter complaint, is often a very improper one, it is be=
caufe a partial fuppreflion of urine,as well as a total one, may
arifo from different caufes, among which a ftriGure or con-
firiétion of one peculiar part of the urethra is only a commen
one. =

The different caufes by which either a partialor total venereal
fuppreflion of urine is produeed, are, 1/f, An inflammation or
fpafmodic contra&ion of the neck of the bladder, from a recent
vencreal gonorrhoea repelled. 2dly, A chronic conftru&ion, or
narrownefs of one particular part of the urethra, from a thick=
ened and hardened portion of its fubftance, properly called
Striéture.  zdly, A compreflion of the neck of the bladder or
urethra, producing a partial or total abolition of its cavity, by
a precernatural fwelling of the proftate gland of the urethra.
4thly, A prominent cicatrix of a preceding uicer, or a fungous
excrefcence in {ome part of the urethra, commenly known by the
name Caruncle. ;

- Hsupon the perfedt knowledge of thefs caufgs the radical
 Fo ) o8 : gurc
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eure of the difeafe entirely depends, we fhall confider ther more
minutely.

Whenever the running of a venereal gonorrhoea is flopped by
any caufe whatever, the virus feems to go lower down in the
urethra, and to excite there a fimilar irritation and inflammation,
as it did in its former place, Ifit fixes its place at the caput
gallinaginis, and irritates the mouths of the excretory dutts of
the feminal veficles, it produces, as we have obferved in the
foregoing chapter, afwellingof the epididymis, or what is com-
monly called a fivelled tefiicle. 1f it-goes ftill lower down rhs
urethra, and fettles at the neck of the bladder, it will, in thefe
cireumftances, not produce a fwelled tefticle, but an irritation,
fpafmodic contra&tion, or inflammation of the neck of the blad-
der,with a total or partial fuppreflion of urine. The poifon in
that cafe, if the complairt be propesly treated, will produce ne
other difeafe thana fuppreflion of urine for a few. days only :
after which it will leave that ‘place; and, on going more. for-
wards*into. theursthra, bring on either a {welled teiticle, or, if
it rerurns to the fame place which it originally cccupied, repro~
ducethe running, with the common {ymptoms of a clap, andf{o
by degrees at laft entirely go off, without leavingany bad fymp=
_tom behind it..  But this fo much withed for circumfiance does
not always happen : the poifon lodged in the neck of the bladdex
will fometimes produce, befides a variety of very difagreeable
fymptoms, an ulceration in that place, or in fome other part of
the urethra. Though the difcharge arifisg from fuch an ulcer
ke, by degrees, partly or entirely fopped. and the ulcer itfelf
hezled, we often obferve either a coar&ation of the urethra re-
maining at the place where the ulcer was; or the citatrix of the
ulcer forming a kind of knot or protuberance into the paffage.
Sometimes alfothe ulcers, on healing, will form large granula-
tions, or preternarural excrefcences, which afterwards produce
the fameeffect as a prominent cicatrixy under the name of Carun=
cles ; orthe profiate gland, or any of the glands of the urethra
itfelf, ulcerated, form a fungous. excrefcence, protruding into
theurethra, or neck of the bladder, and rhereby produce an an=
guftation, ora totalabelition of the cavity of the paffage. Ana-
tomical diffe@ions have aifo taught us lately, that two ulcers of
the urethra in oppofite dire&tions, or a fingle but large one, will
fometimes partly grow together by bands: crofling the caviry of -
the urethra ;3 and whilft the lower part of the ulceration remains
open, and continues the difcharge mentioned. in the chaprer on
Gleets, the upper parts grown together diminifh or abol,lth the
cavity of the urcthra, and thereby prevent the 'free pallagaci:
urine,..

’

.
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In fome of thefe cafes the patient, efpecially by living fobeés
and quiet, is able ro make water pretty freely, but wants 2 long
time in doing it. But, on commitring the leaft excefs in eating
and drinking, or by taking too much exercife, the difeafe grows
evidently worfe, the urine comes from him either in drops only,
or runs in a fmall and interrupted fiream, exciting great pain and:
uneafinefs ; or the paffage is enrirely flopped, and thus endan.

ers his life. The urine, in thefe cafes, fometimes, as I havée

een, forces its way into the re@um, and is evacuated by theanus;;
or it produces in the urethra, behind the coar&ation, a dilatati=
on, erofion,. finufes, ar a fiftula, through which it is afterwards
conftanily difcharged.

The further back in the urethra this difeafe has its feat, the
more difficult, will be, is general, its cure, and the more dan-
ger awaits the patient. The more inveterate or complicated all
thefe {pecies of the diforder are, the more difficult is their remo~
val. Thofé¢arifing from a callous or contra&ed ulcer of the urc=
thra, are more eafily cured than thofe arifing from a protube~
rant cicatrix or from caruncles.. That kind of ifchury which
owes its origin to a retropulfion of a recent clap, 1 have obferved
eafier and fooner to be removed than all others ; that arifing
from a fchirrous proftate is fometimes, but not always, incura-
ble ; butforan ifchury arifing from afungous excrefcence in the
urcthre, I know of no remedy.

Mathod of Treatments

Tux firft thing, if we are called in to a patient affe&ed with

a venereal fuppreflion of urine, is, to enquire or fearch for the
caufe of the diforder, whether it arifes from a retropulfion of a
secent gonorrhoea, or from old complaints within the urethra.
our chief aim, in both cafes, being to remove the ifchury, we
ought to examine, 1f, Whether the difeafe is fill merely local,
or whether there is a general irritation of the fyftem. If the pa-
tient has a quick and hard pulfe, bleeding is neceffary. The
quantity of blood to be taken is regulated by the ftate of the
pulle and conflitution of the patient. A man of a ftrong habit,
or of a plethoric conflitution, will bear the lofs of a pound ;
whereas half that quantity taken, will operate fufficiently, and
have the fameeffect, upon a delicate and more tender habit. I
ought, however, to be obferved, that, in fuch cafes, the pati=
ent willreap more benefit from one copious bleeding, than from
swoor thsee {mall ones fucceflively made one after the other,
This being done, or when the fyftem isnot affeéted, the bladder
» #f much diftended, ought ro be evacuated, and the catheter ap:
plicd fox that purpofe.  Its application, boweyer, in thofe cir-
cunflancss,
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tu&pﬁ_ances, is_fometimes. very difficult, nay, even impoffible.
This is_certainly often owing to the caufe of the diforder; but
much depesds upon skilful management of the furgeon..

In order to facilitate the introduétion of the catheter,(after the
patient has been bled, which, if neceflary, fhould always pre-
cede), I have experienced the following management to be ufe-
ful. The catheter anointed with fweet oil, is to be ineroduced

gently. * As foon as we meet with any obftacle, care ought
to be taken not to force iz, butto wairt a litule, and then try to
puth it on again gently ; becaufe this obftacle feems fometimes,
to arife folely from a momentaneous fpalm of the urethra, exci=

* ted by the mechanical irritation of the catheter itfelf, which, if
we difcontinue puthing, frequently goes off in a few minutes,
and the catheter is then eafily introduced further, wherecas, if we
go on pufhing, in that cafe the fpafm grows more violent, and
xenders the introdu&ion often utterly impoflible. It isowirg, pro-
bably, to this fpafm that we fee fometimes that one furgeon is
able to introduce it, while another, thkough by no means ofin-
_ ferior skill and capacity, had before tried it in vain. If the ob-
ftacle be at the capur gallinaginis, or higher up, we may very
often remove it by introducing a finger in the anus, and thus af-
fifting the catheter. I have feen inftances where theintrodudi=-
on of the catheter proved impoffible as long as the patient was
Ering in bed ; wheteas it went in very readily on the patient’s”
tting on the edge of the beadftead, his feet hanging down. 1
have alfo obferved where a large catheter was eafily introduced,
aftér a fmaller one had been repeatedly tried without fuccefs.--=
¥ havebeen perhaps too full in enumerating all thefe circumftan-
«es: butl am confident, that, by a careful attention to one or
the other of thefe points, we may not only often {pare our pati-
ents a great deal of pain, but, what is perhaps more material,
prevent a lues taking place ; which eafily happens when, by a
rude treatment, the urethra has been wounded. I have certainly
feen the moft evident venereal fymptoms arife in the "habit from
fuch a caufe, whete the patient had no other complaint before
but an ifchury from a fimple rétropulfed clap. If the coarétati-
on of the urethra be fo great as to refufe, even under the juit<
mentioned precautions, any catheter whatfoever, an application
of a fmall cat-gut will fometimes fucceed, and prove highly be-
neficial. If the danger is not fo great, viz. the bladder not very
‘much diftended, and confequently the immediate difcharge of
urine not fo prefling, and the introdu&ion of the catheter proves
very difficult, fome other means to procure a difcharge of urine
ought to be applied ; of which I have found the following the
moft efficacions and ufeful. A common glyfter, mixed with
fome horey or lenative ele@uary, fhould be adminiftered, in or-
der to evacuate the fzess, and thereby to prevent the C{,‘?“ﬁ"‘l”:
o i ; timylus,
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fimulus which their accumulation is-apt'to excite.  As foon as
the fzces are evacuated, a glyfterof equal quantities of barley+
water and liafeed oil, with a full dofe’of the tin&ura Thebaica,
fhould be adminiftered, and occafionally repeated. Every kind
of medicine or food apt to go through the urinary paffages;
thould be carefully avoided; and, for the fame feafon, the pati~
entfhould not drink even more of barley-weter, or of the folu~
tion of gum arabic, than is neceffary to quench his. thirft. He
thould likewife, according to circumftances, be put in a warm
bath, tempered with milk of deco&ion of bran, for half an hour
or an hour, and the fame be repeated four or fve hours after ;
or, what I have found very often ferviceable, he fhould fet upon
a perforated chair, and expofe his private parts to the fleam of
hor water mixed wich viregar. If he be reftlefs and feverifhy
bleeding will fometimes be proper, and. after it a full dofe of
laudanum fhould be 2dminiftered to him in the evening. The ju-
dicious application of thefe remedies will fometimes anfwer in.
the moft defperate circumflances..

IHaw onceina fuppreffion of urine, where there was no cathe=.
ter at hand, that a roafted onion, applied to the perinzum, by
the advice of an old woman, had the effe&. fo that two hours.
after theapplicarion, the urine flowed plentifully ; and, in ano-
ther cafe, the life of an eminent phyfician in the army was faved
by covering the glans peuis with the frefh pellicle of an epg
found between the fhell and albumea. As foon as the pellicle,
growing dry, began to contra&, the urine began to flow plenti-
fully ; burt on applying it the fecond time, two days after, when
the fuppreflion of urine unexpe&edly returned, it proved, as the
perfon who recommended it foretold us, insfficacious, and the.
patient died., Perhaps the volatile liniment, or a blifter, applied
to the perinzum, would produce the fame effeét, with more cer-
;ai’nry, and quicker, than the remedies did in the two cafes re~

ated. X :

If we have been fo happy as to evacuate the bladder either
by the application of the catheter, or by fuch other means as
have been now mentioned, our next care will be, to prevent a
frefh accumulation of urine, and to remove as foon as pofiible
the caufe of the [uppreflion. The firft will beeffe@ted by conti-
nuing the fame remedies, and efpecially (as has been recommen-
ded by fome writers) by leaving the eatheter within the urethra.
This, however, none of the patients, whom I have hitherto treat-
ed, were able tocomply with. They fuffered fo much from
_keeping the common catheters applied, whether made of filver or
fteel, flexible orinflexible, as made them conceive, that the pain
which would arife from a repeated application of the catheter,
or from a frefh accumulation of urine in the bladder, could ot
poflibly be greater ; and therefore withdrew the cathster, tha’

: - they
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They were very defirous to have retained it if they had found it
poflible. * To guard againft thisinconvenience, 1 could never find
“out a remedy, tilll ried the catheters invented by Mr. Theden,
firlt furgeon iu the army of the king of Pruflia. They are made
of a golden wire covered with caoutchauc or elaftic refin : their
afiplication is notonly, in many inftances, eafier than that of the
‘commmon catheters, or of hollow bougies of any kind ; but alfe,
in all inftancesinwhich I tried them, I found the patients could
keep them applied, after the urine was difcharged, with much
lefs inconvenience. They are therefore, in thofe cafes, much
preferable to any other. But if we have none of thefe catheters
at hand, which muft be the'cafe as long as they are' fo difficult
to be got, and fo high in price*, we muft liften to the patients
fufferings, withdraw the catheter as foon as it becomes too trou=
blefome, and have recourfe immediately to fuch remedies as will
tend to prevent the return of the {uppreffion. .

To fuch as are in poffeffion of any of thofe elaftic. catherers,
the following rules, to be obferved in their application, may
perhaps be acceprable.

The elaftic catheter, after being anointed with {weet oil, is
introduced in the common manner. The furgeon, as ufual,
gently draws with one hand the urethra towards him, ard hold-
1ng the catheter with the fingers of the other, always at a dif-
tance of an inch er two from the glans, gradually introduces it ;
whilft this is performing, the catheter generally enters the blad~
der, without any particular diredtion from the hand of the ope-
rator, Ifany refiftance befound, the rules mentioned above ara
to be obferved, to facilitate the introduétion ; but if the refit-
ance be at the neck of the bladder, there is nothing more to be
done, than gently pufhing the inffrument forward, at the fame
time turning it from the right to the left ; for by turning it ia
the oppofite dire&ion, the fpiral windings of the gold wire of
Mr. Theden’s catheter would be feparated. If the furgeon finds
the obftacle greater, he fhould, as 1 faid above, flop the intro-
du@ion till the contraction or fpafm of the fphinéter vefice, and
the refiflance ceafes, which happens for the moft part ina very
thort time, when he is enabled to go through the paflage eafily.
This catheter is introduced like a common one, accorcing to cir="
cumftances, with or withouta probe. After remaining in the
urethra for fome time, on being extra&ed, it is generally very
foft, and therefore unfit for being ufzd again until it has bees
eleanfed and dried, and put for alittle time in a cold place;
which operation reftores it to its former firm texture. The me-
thod of cleanfing it is, to wath the outfide with water, and hk.ef-

wite

* Boch thefe inconvenicnces are new greatly removgd by the cathgrers
pads of tig [ams febBance, by Mo Daroard ac Parisy
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wife the cavity with the fame applied by rinfing. For cleans
fing and drying ‘irs infide, along needle with afilk thread wil}
be moft fit. When about to be ufed, and found to be too fiff, it
may be {oftened by keeping it a little in the hand, or holding it
near the fire.

~ Bur if all our endeavours to inttoduce any catheter or eatgue
have proved un{uccefsful, and the danger of a rupture of the
bladder, from its diftention, be imminent, the urine muft be at
all eventsdifcharged. This fhould, therefore, not be deferred
too long ; and may be done, accordingtothe feat of the difors
der, either by an incifion into theurethra behind the firiGure,
or feat of the floppage ; or if thatfeat be in the neck of the blads
der, and the incifion and introdu@ion of the trocar in that place
perhaps be found toe difficult for the furgeon, the bladder may ba
tapped through the anus, oran incifion made above the fymphy=
fis pubis, and the bladder be tapped in this place, undcr the pe=
yitonzum ; whichis not a very difficult mor painful operation,
and becomes neceflary to fave the life of the patient.

Thefe are the means generally ufeful togive reliefto the pati-
ent, in all cafes of ifchuria urithralis.

But, to cure that diforder radically, its caufe, as I faid, ought
to be removed ; which is affe@ed, according to its nature, by
different methods. 3

If theilchury proceeds from a recent repulfion of a venereal
gonorrheea, the running muit be broughton, and theclap recal-
led. For this purpofe, befides the general remedies before-men=
tioned, the fteam of hot water, alone, or mixed with vinegar,
the volatile liniment, &e. applied to the perinzum, Ihave feer

~and experienced many times to be the moft efficacious remediesto

gemove the venereal poifon from the neck of the bladder, and
bring on the running afreth. I recommend the fufpenfion of the
tefticles during the application of the fieam ; becaufe I have
feen inftances where the poifon, leaving the neck of the bladder,
inftead of returning to its original feat under the frznum, hasfet-
tled at the caput gallinaginis, and thereby excited a fwelling of
therefticle 3 which 1 have never obferved fince I took the above
precaution. In the mean titne, the patient fhould keep quietly
in bed, and warm poultices fhould be conflantly applied to the

genital parts, and the accumulation of the feces be carefully

avoided by glyfters. Emetics are, occafionally, as ufeful in this
cafe as they are in {welled tefticles 5 and the internal ufe of opi=
ates produces, in many inftances, a fpeedy effec.  As foon as the
venereal poifon, on leaving the neck of the bladder, occupies
egain its original place, the runuing is re-eftablithed, and then
to be cured as gonorrheeas in general are ; only the patient oughe
to rake the greateft care to avoid all the caufes which are apt 10

bring on a fimilar retropulfion ; as wae feedaily, thatfuch a re-
R ' ’ tropulfion
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tropulfion, oace taken place, iseafily brought oa a fecond time,
and fometimes by the {lighteft occafion.

I muft, moreover, obferve, thatin fucha cale, after the ilchu-
ry is removed, Ialways found the internal ufe of mercury ne-
ceflary for a radical cure ; having feen feveral inflances where
the abforption of the virus took place during the fuppreflion,
and excited afterwards evident fymptows of irs prefence in che
mai‘sél though the local complaint of the genitals was perfealy
cured.

If the fuppreffion arifes from a chronic complaint of the ure-
thra, fuchasfroma firicture accompanied with an ulcer of the
urethra, or an erofion of the excretory ducs ofeh= proftate gland
or the feminal veficles, this caufe muft be removecfaccording to
the rules laid down uader the article Gleets and Venereal ulcers.

If the friGure arifes from a fimple conftriciion of one particu=
Jar place of the urethra, without any ulceration,; our endeayours
muft beto dilate this coar&ation ; which owes its origia either
to an ulcer healed up, by which the whole circumference of the
urethra is leffened 3 or to a prominent cicttrix or callofity, oc-
cafioned by a previous ulcer. This is moft effectualiy ebtained
by a long continued ufe of bougies, beginning with the {maller
ones, and fo going ongradually until the patient is able to bear
thofe of the largeft fize. This bougie he is to keep, in the be-

inning, for a quarter or half an hour, and afterwards, if he can

gear ir, for feveralhours, morning and evening. If a bougie of
elaftic refinbeat hand, this precaution is hardly ever neceffary,
asthey, growing foft and flefh~like in the urethra, produce lit-
tle or no uneafinefs. Butas this kink of coar&ation or fridhe
is fometimes fo very fmall that it dozs not even admit the {malleft
bougie, the application ofa fmall catgut is an excellent inventi~
on. Thecatgut once introduced, and left for fome time in the
urethra, beginsto {well, by which the coarftated paflage infea-
fibly enlarges ; fo that, upon withdrawing it the firlt time, the
patient is fometimes able to make warter 'wxch unexpedted eafe ;
and the next time a larger may beeafily introduced, and hava the
fame good effe@.---If by thele means wehave by degrees dilated
the urcthra fo far as toadmit the largeft catgur, a bougis may
be introduced ;-the ufe of which is to be continued for fcveral
weelts after he is perfeély cured and able to make water in one
large continued natural ftryam.

If the coar&ation does not even admit of a catgut, and the
feat of the diforder is at a place which wecan come at, anin-
cifion into the urethra behind the coar&ation is, as 5 have faid
above, the moft advifeab_le : by thefe means the usine will be
difcharged through the incifion, whenever neceffary, and the
return of the fuppreffion thereby effectually prevented. We may

- gilate und, pafling the leife through
aftervwards eafly dilare the woG , pafling e
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the coar&ation ; and thea introduce a bougie,"which the patient -

is to wear until the firiGure is removed and the whole healed up,
" and thus the complaint radicallycured. The fame method will
be alfo {fometimes neceflary if the urine accumulated behind the
coarétation has forced its way either through the inteftinum rec-
tum, in which cafe the patient will void his urine with the
fzces through the anus, or by a fiftulous opening through the
perinzum. But, in thefe cafes, it will be in general neceffary
to let him go through a courfe of mercurials before we proceed to
the cperation of the fiftula ; otherwife we fhall find ourfelves
very oftem difappointed in curing this latter ; If he has not
ftrength enough to undergo fuch a courfe, as is frequently the
cafe, he is tobe prepared by a proper diet and medicine. On

- performing this latter operation, an incifion muft alfo be made

through the ftricture, the original caufe and feat of the diforder;
and the patient is to wear a bougie during the cure, and for
fome time afterwards, as in the cafe jult before-mentioned.

If theifchury arifes from excrefcences or caruncles ,as they are

commonly called, it has been advifed, by one of our moft inge-*

nious furgeons in London, to introduce a covered cauftic into
the urcthra to the caruncle, and apply it thereto. To perform
this properly, an infirument has been invented : but whether
this application is attended with fafety and fuccefs in practice;
I have as yet had no opportunity to afcertain. The incifion of
the urethra at the place where the feat of the diforder lies, and
the cutting out of thofe extrancous bodies, hasbeen propofed by
others. But I have never yet heard of any cafe where this ope=
sfation had been performed.

If a fcirrhofity or hard {welling of the proftate, or a fungous
excrefcence of the fame gland, all the remedies recommended for
refolving fuch afwelling ought to be tried ; and if they fail, we
fhould endeavour to bringthe gland rather to a fuppuration, than
to let a diferder increafe which fo frequently proves fatal.

If a fwelling of any of the'Tmaller glands of the urethra fhould
prove the caufe of the ifchury, and the moft powerful refolvents
thould prove ineffe&ual, T would advife my patient rather to have
the extirpation of the tumor performed, than to'live in the con=
ﬂlar}t anxiery about the dreadful confequences from this com-=
plaint. - :

CHAP

s
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On VENEREAL ULCERS.

AN ulcer arifing in any part of thebody from a venereal caufe
£X is called a venercal uléery or commonly a fhamker. (or
¢hancre) 5 a name adapted, probably, to exprels its corroding
nature. :

_ Venereal ulcers owe their origin either to a primary orto a fe-
condary infeétion 5 viz. to the venereal virus originally applied,
or depofited from a tainted mafs on the f{urface of the body.
Both kinds may arife onany part of thebody ; but they appear
more frequently upon parts which are not covered with the cu-
ticle ; fuch as the glans penis, the infide of the prepuce, the
uret_hra,( the labia pudendi, nymphe, lips, mouth, nipples, &c.
Of internal venereal ulcers we have notyet, as far asl know,
any authentic obfervarion..

Though venereal ulcers, as I have jult now obferved, do gene-
rally and moft frequently appear only on parts which are not co-
vered with the cuticle, efpecially in the glans, prepuce, mouth,
&c. yet we meetnot unfrequently with cafes where they affect
parts covered with the euticle ;: as the penis, fcrotum, thigh,
&c. There are likewife inftances. where furgcons performing
fome operations, or perfons affifting in the delivery of women,
have had the misfortune of being affeéted with venereal ulcers in
their handsor arms. -In all cafes of this lartgs kind, the poifon
feemed to me univerfally to operate more powerfully than when
originally applied to the parts not covered with ihe cuticle, ox
when depofited from a tainted mafs.. I ksow a midwife, whe,
having been infe&ed in this manner feveral years ago, flill {uffers
from the difeafe, and we have another infiance in this metropo=
lis, of an eminent male pra&itioner in the {ame art, who, by de=-
livering aninfe&ed woman, got u?ers in his hand, and at this
prefent time fill labours under the confequences, though it is
now three years fince he received the infection. Iknow a gen-
tleman who, wounding his finger by accident with a penknife,
expofed it the fame evening to infe&tion, without fulpeciing any
bad confequences :. the wound changed in two days to a very-
. bad venereal ulcer, accompanied with a painful and obRinate
fvelling of the whole arm together witha bubo under the arm-
pit and fymproms of a.general infeétion.

Though I have withthe greateft care attended to all the cafes
of this kind which fell under my obfervation, I could not difco-
ver, in the conftitutions of the patients, any partgculur caufe of -
fuch violent fymproms. In two inftances, the patlem'befo‘xcand
afterwards had venereal ulcers in places not covered with thefcu-
ticle, and the poifon there produced the common {ymptoms cnhzr£

’
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It feems therefore probable to me, that, in orderto excite prie
mary venereal ulcers upon a place covered with the cuticle, the
virus muft either be extremely acrid in its nature, or produce
more violent effcéts on account of its being applied to parts which

- have no mucus to diluteir, or to defend themfelves from its acri=

\

mony. We at Ieaft very feldom obferve fuch violent and obfti-
mate effeéts in primary venereal ulcers upon parts not covered
with the curicle, erin {econdary ones arifing upen any part of
the furface of thebody. Thisis owing moft probably, in the
former cafe, tothe poifon meeting witha quantity of mucus to
dilute it, and in the latter to its having been diluted, or hav=
ing‘_undergone fome change by its previous mixture with the
mafs.

Vernereal ulcers though arifing from a primary infe&ion, are
either local or univerfal ; viz. the venereal virus baving been
applied to the part, and, by its ftimulus, produced an irritation
and fubfequent erofion, is confined fiill to that part only ; or it
has been already abforbed into the mafs, and thereby infeés the
whole body. This diftin&ion is ufeful and neceflary in prae-
tice ; ulcers of the latter kind, like thofe arifing from a feconda-
ry inf:Gion, never being eurable without a courfe of medicines
which purify the mafs from the venereal infe&ion ; whereas the
former may be cured by mere local applications. -

But here I muft take notice of another diffin&ion which is of
the greateft importance in pracice, and to which writers on this
fubjeé feem hitherto not to have paid due attention. Ulcers
arifing on the genitals are, now-a-days, fometimes after the
flightelt examination, generally prenounced to be venereal, and
treated as fuch : yet it is certain, and daily experience fhows, that
ulcers, both of the faucus and genitals, may, in our days, as
well as thedays of Celfus, arife from acrimonies or miafmara
which have nothing in common with the venereal virus. How-
ever, by not attending properly to this point, I have not only
feen the honor of innocent perfons brought into queftion, but pa-
tients by an improper treatment, reduced to a miferable fituation.

Bur the more dreadful confequences I have obferved, when
ulcers of the mouthand fauces, occafioned by the ufe of mercu="
zy itfelf; efpecially undera falivation, are miftaken; er whan
ulcers are confounded with venereal ones, which at firt really
owed their origin to the vensreal virus, but during a mercurial
courfe affume a different appearance, ard feem to have entirely
changed their venereal nature : inftead of healing, to which
point they feemed to approach, they now prove not only obfli=
nate, but, yielding a thinichorous difcharge, grow worfe under
the continuation of the fame remedy, and fpread further and fur=
ther..--To fhow the imporance of thefe diftin&ions more evident=
ly, Lfhall fubjoin an account of & few cafes yelating te that fub~

3 1L N 08 ¢
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je& 5 but fpeak more efpecially about thei
the head of Venereal C otl,nplainyts incurablz Z;(;Ir;'?xf:;‘.v, i
A geng]eman’twenty—one years of age, of a firong plethorie
conﬂltptmn, confulted me fome tim2 avo about a fhancre, as h
called it, of the glans penls, with which he had been ;fﬂiﬂes
for eightor nine months. He bad confulted at the time he gor it
an eminent furgeon at Dublin, who prefcribed a courfe ofgmer:
curials. Hewas falivated ; but the ulcer not healing, mercuri-
al fumigations were applied for fome rime to the par; affected ;
by which the ulcer feemed to grow l<fs, and of a better a ear
ance, but did not heal. He was therefore advifed to a lf)cpcond
mercurial courfe, with different preparations of mercury inter-
nally and externally ; bur, under this courfe, the ulcer grew
larger, deeper, and inevery refped worle. In that condition
hecame rto London, and confulted me. Upon examining his
cafe, I found a large deep ulcer of the glans, with bard and
promineat borders, extremely fenfible upon the leaft touch : Its
bafis appeared reddifh and pretty cleaa ; but the difcharge feem-
ed to be of an acrid corrofive nature, by which, indeed, half
the glans was already confumed. 1rtold him thatI had feen fe-
veral ulcers of this kind before ; that it was not of a venereal
nature ; and that mercury, according to my obfervation, was
in that kind of ulcers no fit remedy : that I could cure h'm;, bue
that it would require at leaft two or three months time ; upon
which he left me, promifing he would call the next day and put
himf{elt under my care: he did not, and I heard no more of him
till four months after, when he fent for me. His complexion
was lively and freth when I faw him firfl ; but was now of fuch
a fickly and cacheéic appearance, thatl hardly knew him.-~-~
His ftory was as follows : That, having been diffatisfied with
my firft appearance upon his cafe, and with the advice I gave
him, he, at thedefire of a friend, had thought proper to confule
another perfon : That, after a clofe examination, this perfon had
pronounced his ulcer vencreal, and had affured him that nothing
but mercury could cure him 3 that he had ot taken enough of
mercury, nor the preparation which was decmed beft in thole
cafes ; and thar, far from two or three months being required
for curing him, his prefcriptions would effeé a radical cure in
three or four weeks time : ‘That, upon thele affurances, he had
immediately fubmitred to a new mercurial courfe, which had
brought on a gentle falivation ; but with fo little effed, that
though the ulcer feemed to grow remarkably better during the
ficft three or four weeks, it afterwards, inftead of healing, had
corroded the reft of the glans with part of the urethra. Upon
which another furgeon was called in confultation, who advif-
ing the amputation of the part affe@ed, and the former refufing

to pexformit, he had refelyed to drop their further advice, and
to
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to hear mine onge more. Ifound the part very much fwelled;.
the prepuce affect=d witha perfe@ phymofis, and the urine dif’s,
ehiarging through three or four different holes. I advifed him,
therefore to have the prepuce cut, in orderto fee the ftaie of the,
ulceration; to clean the ulcer, or to apply fuch medicines as.
fhould be thought proper. Idternally 1 prefcribed him fome
firengthening medicines. He ufed thefe for cight or ten days =
but the operation he put off from day to day ; when be was ad-
vifed by fome of his friends to corfult another phyfician, who,
by meaus of a decottion of hemlock and ginfeng root, promifed:
to do fomething moze for him than hitherto had been done. This,
deco&ion he took for a fhort time with very little effeét, the ero-
fion going on further and further. At laft another phyfician was.
confulted, who infifted upon a firengthening courfe of medicines,
nourifhing diet, the enjoyment of country air, and bathing in the
fea ; by which means he is now re-ftablifhed with the lofs of
half his penis 5 which, had he followed my advice from the be-
ginning, would have been nearly wholly preferved. :

I make the following obfervations upon this cafe. Firfi, That
I think it extremely improper to adminifter a courfe of mercuri-
als for a local venereal ulcer ; which was the cafe with this,
gentleman when he firft applied to the furgeon in Dublin : That
a fecond courfe and {alivation with mercurial fumigations were.
#ill more improper : That advifing him a third courfe of mer-
curials, after the two former were found ufelefs, was not only.
very injudicious, but extremely hurtful, as it rendered him un-
able for propagation, to the great forrow of his family : Thae
the advice given by the l2ft phyfician to ufe fome ftrengthening
medicines, with a nourifhing diet, to go to the country, and te.
bathe in the fea, was a judicious and honeft one : and that the
patient, who was only brought to follow this latter advice by
the fenfe of his fufferings, would have been free of all this mife<
ry, had he followed my advice in the beginning. :

I was con{ulted in another cafe, where ulcers of the throat
arifing during a mercurial courfe, being taken for venereal ones,
and treated accordingly, by the continued internal ufe of mercu~
ry, became fobad, that both the tonfils, together with the ve~
Ium pendulum, were almoft entirely confumed, and the patient
reduced to a moft miferable fituation, when only by leaving off
the mercury, and by the adminiftration of a quite different
courfe of medicines, he recovered. And Mr. Brambilla gives us
an account of a patient, who under a courfe of mercury being
affected with ulcers of the fauces, which having been miftakea
by the furgeon for venereal ones, not only loft his velum by the
continued ufe of mercury ; but had a caries maxille brought on,

- which proved fatal to the patient. The fame author likewife

obferyes, that inflammatory tumours or ulcers growing gangrea<
Ousy
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“ous, are by theinternal or external ufe of mercury cenflantly
rendered worfe, though they evidently owed their origin to a
venereal caufe. I myfelf have feen many inflances, where pa-

-~ tients affected with venereal ulcers, united with a fcorbutic ha~
bit of body, by the imprudent ufe of mercury, not only were
reduced to a moft wreiched condition, but even to death. Mr.
Fabre, in the Supplement to his Obfervations on the Venereal
Difeafe, relates likewife feveral cafes, where ulcers, though

“evidently arifing from a venereal caufe, by a long continued ufe
of internal and external mercurials, and even repeated falivations
not only remained without curs, but were brought to a ftate,
which afterwards yielding to no other medicines whatever, pro-
ved fatal. Whence I think it will evidently appear, that, in
prg{c}l]i.ce, we ought to beftow the greateft attention in diftin~

uifhing.
g. 1fi, Local venereal ulcers from univerfal ones ; viz. from
thofe united with, or arifing from, a tainted mafs.
2dly, Simple wniverfal venereal ulcers, from complicated
ones 3 viz. fuch asare united with {ymptoms of {corbutus, foro~
‘phula, &ec. : ;
3 3dly, Ulcers of the genitals, mouth, fauces, &rc. arifing ori=

- ginaily from other caufes ; for example, broughton by the acri~
mony of the falvia during the internal ufe of mercurials, or mer-
curial fumigations from real venereal ones. But, principally,

4thly, Ulcers of the mouth, nofe, genitals, groin, {rc. which,

“ thoughfeemingly or evidently brought on by a venereal caufs,
bave now, as it were, changed their nature, at leaft fo far,

- that mercury has no further good effe¢t upon them, but rather

- the contrary. ;

The charaders, by which thofe different kinds of ulcers may

- be diftinguithed, are not eafily defcribed ; infpection and pradti-
cal knowledge mult be our beit guide. An attention to the fol-
lowing points, however, may affift us in forming .a-]udg'menr..

Venereal ulcers are, in general, pretty eafily diftinguithed by
their hard margin or borders, by the lardaceous cruft with

- which their bafis is covered, andby the preternatural rednefls of
-the skin all round the ulceration ; which will be rendered mare

- probuble if the patient is confcious that he has prev1ouﬂy£1p2—

“fed himfelf to the infetion. - As there may, however, arife ui-

- cers in the genitals, of a different,” or fometimes, perhaps, of a

< mearly fimilar appearance, from other caufes, as has beec fomg

- ago taken notice of by the moft ancient medical writers, andcon~ .

“ firmed in feveral inftances by my own obfervation, we fhould

. be cautious and never form a rafh judgment about the nature of
fuch ulcers, nor pronounce them venereal before we are perfect=
1y affured of it. By following acontrary method, we may m{){t

- gnly hurt the repusation of an honaft perfon, aad diftusb f"gfip‘

?
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fhip, and fometimes matrimonial happinefs, as I formerly men«
tioned with refpe& to gonorrheeas ; but do material harn to the
patient, by adminiflering improper medicines. Ulcers which
are not of a venereal nature, may be diftinguifhed from venereal
ones,

1f¢, By their different appearance.

2dly, By their arifing only, or growing worfe, during the ufe
of mercury. :

3dly, By their having been unfuccefsfully treated with mer<
cury before.

4thly, By their exquifite {enfibility.

sthly, By their relaxcd flate of the whole body, or by the
flabby relaxed appearance with an ichurous difcharge from the
affeéted part.

6thly, By fymptomsof other diforders, either alone, or ace
companied with vencreal ones. -

£

Method of Cure.

Tt has been advifed by feveral eminent medical writers, to
treat all real venereal ulcers or fhancres in the {fame manner, viz.
by internal mercurials only, and never to make ufe of any exter-
nal application. Several fpecious reafons have been alledged
for fucha treatrment; which, however, are not fatisfa&ory -to
me. They {ay, that thancres are figns of the prifcnce of the
venereal poifon in the body; and if, therefore, they difappear
by the fimple internal ufe of mercury, we are fure that the me-
dicine has penetrated into the mafs, and that the poifon is total-
ly eradicated. To this I anfwer, That recent venereal ulecers
broughton by an original infe@ion, are by no meaas fuch fymp-
toms, as has been afferted : On the contrary, they are in that
cale only a local difeale, which requires no iaternal, but mere~
Iy local remedies ; and if no topical application is made ufe of
in time, they very often {pread amazingly, the poifon is abforbed,
and produces either buboes or other venereal {ymptoms in the .
mafs. 1 undoubtedly allow, that if they are of fome flanding,
the mafs will then be in confequence infeéted ; in which cafe,
aswell aswhen they arife from a fecondary or univerfal infe&i-
on, they arg certainly what has been aflerted of them, unequi=
vocalfigns of the prefeace of the poifon inthe mafs, Then, in=
deed, I perfe&ly coincide with the opiaion, that they can be
treated only by the internal ufe of mercury, without any exter=
nal application, becaufe, if they difappear by the internal ufe
of mercury alone, without having applied any external remedy,
weare fure that we have eradicated the poifon from the mafs,
and cut off the evil by theroor.  Burt if they are inthe genirals,
or in the extremities, the poifon often ¢xcites violent inflamma=

tion,
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tgation, phymofis, morrification, &c. or it is abforbed and car-
ried to the lymphatic glands, where it occafions buboes, before
the mercury has had time to produce its effects, and to deftroy
iton the partaffe@ed.

Thefe are the reafons why I always choofe to apply immedi-
ately to fuch ulcers, thofe remedies which Ifound the moft ef-
fe@tual for ramoving them ; becaufe I think there is no patient,
acquainted with the nature of the diforder, who would not pre~
fer being affe@ed with a real pox, toa mortification of the penis,
or to abubo. Asto whar has beenfaid and obferved by fume,
that a bubo very often appears after fhancres have been healed
up by external applications, and that confequently thofe very
remedies which are recommended to avoid bubces not unfre~

-quently bring them o , I readily admit the fa& : but Fam very
far from believing the confequence drawn trom it, viz. that ex-
ternal remedies,applied to a venereal ulcer, ever promote the ab-
forprion of thevirus. It happens, in that cafe, that we fee
every day happen, without the ule ofany external application
whatfoever, or what wemult daily be afraid of, aslong as there
is the leat appearance of a venereal ulcer. What they afcribe
in that cafe to the medicines externally applied, I would rather
afcribe either to rheir application being too long delayed, or
totheir not being fufficiently efficacious, In all cafes, there~
fore, wherel have reafon toapprehend fuch bad effeds, I thick
it not only proper but nccflary to apply to all venereal ulcers,
whether of a primary or fecondary infection, the moft efficaci-
ous local remedies, inorder to remove them as {peedily as pofli-
ble : with this difference only, that I confider ulcersarifing {rom
a recent original infeétion as merely local, and think they may
be fafely cured by topical applications alone, without the inter-
nal ufe of mercury ; whereas, thofe arifing from a tainted wafs
require always, at the fame time, a courfe of mercury. This
Iat method I likewife follow in venzreal ulcers of f{ome days
ftanding, though from an original infection ; there being always
thé greateft probability that fome of the poifon has been abforb-
ed into the mafls during  thar time. IFxrernal applications in
thofe cafes will never have any permanent effeét ; becaufe, if
we are even able to deftroy the poifon in the affected part, and
to confolidate the ulcer, it will foon break out again on the fame
or fome other part of the body, aslongas there remains the leaft
particle of it fubfifting in the mafs. :

The external ggmedies recommended for this purpofe are, Mer~
curials, Afiringents, and Canfuics. 2 ;

Among the mercurials, the red precipitate fprinkled upon
them every morning and evening, I found to an{wer beft, as long
as the ulcer is covered with the white lardaceous cruff. The

mercurial ointment in this Cafi‘lis of no ufe; but w he@evﬁr
tha
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the uicer afumes a cleaner appearance, then the fimple mercuri=
4l oinrment, calomel in powder or fufpended inlime water, or,
sccording to circumflances, the fublimate with lime-water, of
a dijuted felution of mercury in nitrous acid, are more fervice-
able. In cales more obfinate, the mercurial fumigations prove
fometimes excellent,

If the mercurial applications prove ineffe&tual, the external
ufe of aftringents is often extremely ferviceable. The Peruvian
brrk, aqua vitriolica camphorata, a folution of blue vitriol, ot
the viride zris dificlved in oil, are thofe commonly made ufe of;;
but from the yellow copper (aurichalcum) in powder fprinkled
upon them, 1 know of ulcers cured which refifted the power of
21l other medicines. The fame aftringents will alfo fometimes’
afsver our expectations in ulcers of an atonic ar relaxed appear=
ance, yiclding anacrid ichorous difcharge.

The application of cauflics has been lately recommended in
recent venereal ulcers, {o asto touch themevery twelve or rwen-
ty-four hours with the napis infernalis, till floughs falling off
fucceMvely, th: bafis of the ulcer becomes redand pure. This
pra&ice is undoubtedly fometimes proper : but there are confii-
tutions which will not bear any acrid application whatfoever,
elpecially that of cauftics. 1 havefeen inftances where, in fuch
irrirable orin fcorbutic conftitutions, very bad {ymptoms fol-
Iowed ; and in cone cafe, wherea mortification of the part was
the confequence of fuchanapplicatien. 1In thefe fubjeéts, the
inrernal ufe of Peruvian bark with external afiringents, or oc- *
cafionally 2 mercurial lotion will be more ferviceable.

If venereal ulcers refift all the means juft now recommended,
the internal and external ufe of firengthening medicines, a full
dict, the ufe of wine, country air, and fea-bathing, as meati- -
oned above, will fometimes prove effeétual when all other reme-
dies have failed. . ‘

Of other medicines recommended for inveterate venereal ul-
cers, I fhall fpeak hereafter under the article of Venercal Com=
plaints incurable by Mereury.

I have {aid nothing about the venerezl ulcers of the nofe, eyes,
face, &c. becaufe they require the fame treatment as others,
and may be eafily avoided, by taking care that a patient with &
vanereal gonorrheea or ulcersof the genirals, after having touch=
&d th= part affetted, always carefully cleanfes his fingers.

Ulcers of the uterus or vagina, accompanied with an acrid
ichorous difcharge, are not always, as is generally imagioed,
cancerous, but not unfrequently venereal 5 and may be then of-
ten cured by proper injeétions, and the internal ufe of mercury.
1 have feen {everal women, who thought themfelyves, from the
pain and.ié‘nomus difcharge tinged with blood, affeted with a
cancer of the utsrus, belicying in that point the judgment of

' ; : sheir
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their attendants, radically cured by the internal ufe of power=
ful, firengthening, and abforbent medicines, and by injecting a
fo!unon of fublimate or calomel in lime-water, alone or mixed
with the tinéture of maflic, or, according 1o circumfiances, the
infufion corticis Peruv. inaqua calcis. 5

- Bur we are miftaken if we expect any good in this cafe, as
well as in the fluor albus or hzmorrhagy of the womb, from in-
}ec’tions, as they are comiidnly ufed.  If we wifh to fee any efe
2é from them, they mufl’ e applied to the affetted part; and
therefore not thrown in the common manner into the vagina, in
expedtation that they willof themfclves, byahefe means, reach
the feat of the diforder, or the cavity of the uterus. A proper
fyringe of a pariicular form and fizs; calculated to prevent the
matter injedted from efcaping at the fides, muft be introduced zs
high as poflible into the vagina, or, if poflible, into the orifice
of the uterus itfelf 5 the patient lying a little decliced, and her
knees bent : and in this fituation the injeétion is to be applied,
either by herfelf or by an afliffant, threeor four times fucceflive~
ly, keeping the fyringe always in for fome minutes, and repeat-
ing the fame operation fix or eight times a day. ——- A yringe
made of a botrle of claftic refin, with a thicker and longer pipe
than common, will anf{wer for the above purpofe extremely well,
and will effectually remove the prejudices hithcrro fo julily en-
terrained of the inefficacy of injections in females

For cancerous ulcers of the genitals as well as of orher, parts of

the body, the Materia Medica has, to my knowledge, rothing
to afford ; and all thofe medicines hithertorecommend:d for cur-
ing cancers, appear to be deceptions of the inventors themfélves
or of the public. Surgery alone can radically cure cancers, if
applied intime ; aad no honeft phyfician will ever recommend
uncertain remedies, left, by temporizing, he fhould for ever lof2
the moment where he could have applicd a certain one, 1 mean
the extirpation not too late deferred where it can take place,

ON VENEREAL FISTULAS

IN treating of venereal ulcers, we muft fay a word about ve=-
nereal filulas, which are rothing but venereal ulcers pencrratir %
deep into the cellular membrane and adjacent parts, with a fmaif
callous orifice, and callous infide. Their fear is moftly in the
urethra, groins, perinzum, anus, &¢. but fometimes alfo in the
lychramal fac of the eye. )

Befides the internal adminifiration of mercury, the injfttions
above recommendzd ought to be tried ; if they do not {ucceed,
the chirurgical operation ought to be performed, We fhould,
however, never atrempt this latter before we have carcfully e

gadicated the vencreal-virus from tha tainted- mafs,” Irom lm;
DEFIK §~
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negle&t of this point, we fee daily, that fuch patients undergo
two or three times the operation, without being the better for it;
thefiltula remains as obftinate as it wasbefore ; or, healing in
one place, it foon breaks out in another. If the fiftula heals
quick and perfecily after the operation, it isa certain fign that
the patient has been radically cured of the lues.

The fifiula lachrymalis, arifing from the venereal virus lodged
in the lychrymal fac, yields very oftenayellow greenifh difcharge,
refembling that oozing out of the urthra in a clap. Whether it
ever arifes from a fupprefled or retropulfed gonorrheea, I can-
not pofitively fay ; but it owes its origin frequently to the ve-
nereal poifon depofited from a tainted mafs, and requires inter~
nal and external mercurials.

The virus oozing out from venereal uvlcers and fiftulas, isfome~
times of a very corrofive nature : they fhould therefore be dref-
fed with a piece of foft fponge every twelve or twenty-four
hours ; and the furrounding furface of the skin fhould be care-
fully defended, by anointing it with the white cerate, or fatur-
nine liniment. .

CiH A & « Vilk
Ofthe Pr Y Mos1s.

HIS difeafe, in which the prepuce is fo ftraitened on the
point of the penis that it cannot be drawn back over the
glans, has been called Phymofis, from the Greek phimoo, proes
cludo, obturo ; and might be perhaps in our language more pro=
petly called a cBarctation or firicture of the prepuce.

To this order are efpecially fubje& men who from nature have
the glans covered with a more firait prepuce, or have too fhort
or too firait a frenum ; all thofe whofe religion orders circum=
cifion, are free from it.

This diforder arifes, in our days, generally from venercal ula
. cersin the infide of the prepuce, or from the Blennorrhagia ba<
lani, (gonorrheea fpuria), producing a violent {fwelling and in=
flammation of the prepuce.

It has been recommended, if the phymofis be violent, to make
an incifion of the prepuce ; which is certainly fometimes necef=
fary ; but, where chirurgical operations can be avoided, I think
th:y ought. This operation has been advifed principally either
to prevent the fpreading of fhancres, which are frequently the
caufe of the phymofis ; or to avoid buboes; or, what is flill
more material, toprevent (if there be any ulcers) a goncretion

0
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of the glans with the prepuce. Thofe who, in curing thancres,
truft entirely ro the internal ufe of mercurials, ‘will hardly infif
upon this operation. As to the danger of their producing bubocs
by an abforption of the poifon, 1 allow the apprehenfion o be
. perfecly juft; but I cannot admir, that an incifion would
prove a preventative. A freth wound; by expofing a frefh and
larger furface to the abforption of the virus, muft, in my opini~
on, rather increafe the danger. I think it, therefore, more pro-
per to obviate thofe bad confequences by proper injettions, acd
by introducing fome fine lint once or twicea day with a_probe
between the prepuce and glans. However, if this fhould be im-
pra&icable, or livid fpots fhould appear thro’ the prepuce, im«
mediate recourfe to the operation ought to be had, left a greater
evil, a mortification, fhould enfue.
In order to afcertain whether thereis a venereal ulcer between
the prepuceand glans, Iintroduce a probe, with {ome lint aflix-
‘ed to it. Then, turning it round the whole glans, the patient
generally feels pain, if there is any ulcer, as foon as_the probe
with the lint touches it ; and upon withdrawing it, a partof it
will be ftained with purulent or puriform matter; whereas, if
there is but a fimple gonorrhoea {puria without any ulceration,
_the whole of the Jint will be flained with the fame equally. In
either cafe, if the inflammation and fwellicg is violent, I apply
a poultice made of bread and water mixed with fome acetum li-
thargyrii ; and inje& three or four times aday, a diluted foluti-
on of mercury in nitrousacid, or the fublimate or calomel fuf-
pended in lime-water, or, according to circumftances, Plenk’s
folution of mercury with gum arabic, between the prepuce and
glans, in fuch a maonner, that the interftice between them is fil-
Ted and diftended with the inje@ion. If therc be any ulcer, fome
lint dipped in the fame, may be applied to it, by means of a
probe, onceor twice aday. I think there is never any danger
of a concretion of the parts aslong as the ulcers remain vencre~
al ; and in the mean time their nature is changed, the phymo-
fis is alfo generally remoyed. Internal mercurials ought in fuch
cafes never to be omitted. Bur, ‘as I have obferved juft before,
‘the incifion of the prepuce ought to be immediately performed,
if the inflammation be very high ; if there appears any canger
of mortification ; or if we have reafon to fufpeé, beneath, an
~ulceration of a bad or perhaps cancereus narure,

._’. 7 B ;,.. - 4’,-. C'HAP.



€z OF THE PARAPHYMOGSIS.
C.H.8: 07 8 ¥
Of the PARAPHY MO SIS,

AraPHYMOSIS, a word derived from the Gre#k para, de;

L and phimos, preculfio, obturamentum, fignifying the oppoe
fite of phymofis, is a difeafe where the prepuce, being drawn
behind the glans, is {o contraéted there, that it cannot be
brought again forwards over the glans ; and would for this rea-
fon, in my opinion, be more properly named a firangulation of
the glans. 4 t

Men who from nature have a firait prepuce are moft fubje& to
thisdiforder, which arifes either from venereal ulcers, or froma
preternatural {fwelliog of the glans, as is fometimes the cafe m
violent claps. T have little to add to what has been faid on the
fubjeét by Celfus, and by fome modern writers.

I have feen an inftance where a gangrene of the glans was the
confequence of fuch a firangulation, before the furgeon could
come to give afliitance. We ought therefore to ufe our utmoft
endeavors to bring the prepuce forward as quick as poflible.

The moft effettual remedy is to fprinkle repeatedly cold water
upon the part, in the mean time gently prefling the {welled glang
with the fingers dipped repeatedly in cold water, fo as to
fqueeze our, if poflible, all the blood extravafated in its carver-
nous fubftance. By thefe means, the turgelcency of the corpus
cavernofum glandis will be moft efficacioufly diminithed ; and
by skilful management, gently prefling the glans backwards, -
whilft we endeavour with the fingers of the other hand to bring
the prepuce over it forwards, we fhall very often fucceed, and
relieve the parient from imminent danger.” Ice, or water ren-
dered by art as cold as ice, may perhaps be ufeful to the opera-
tor in accomplifhing this defirable effec ; but if the difeafe be
accompanied with a venereal gonorrheea, we muft be cautious
with regard to the application of cold, left we might bring ona
worfe complaint, by repulfion, than the difeafe for which cold
is applied.  If we are foon ableto reduce ir, and the fymptoms
be violent, we fhould not defer the operation, but make an in-
cifion in the prepuce or frenum ; an operation by no means dan~
gerous, but abfolurcly neceffary to prevent the moft difagree=~
able of all confequences of venereal complaints, a mortification
of the glans penis. Ifthere are venereal ulcers in one fide, I pre-
fer always to make the incifion of the frznum or prepuce on the
other fide ; in order to fecure the wound, as well as poflible,

from the poifon, and to preventits abforptien by the lympha=
tics of the freth wound. :

CiH A Pl
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CHRVALE, TR
On_VzNERtAL BYRBOES

A SwerLiNg of any of ths lymphatic glands of the body is
called a Bubo ; and if fuch a {welling isoccafioned by the
‘venereal poifon, we then callit a Venereul Bubo. ‘The latter
only comes within the plan of this treatife.

Though buboes may arife in any part of the body where lym-

_phatic glands are fituated, yet we have no authentic obfervarion
of their ever exifting any where except in the lymphatic glands
of the groin, under the arm-pir, or of the extremities ; and even
of thefe, thelatter are much lefs frequent than the former. .

Venercal buboes arife from two caufes, effentially different
ffom one another 3 this differerce has in general not been at-
tended to with rhat accuracy which the importance of the fub-
jc& might feemto require. Buboes have hitherto been fuppo-
fed to arife always from the venereal virus abforbed by the lym-
phatics, and by them carried to the gland ; but this is not al-
ways thecafe. Buboes frequently owe their origin to the poifon
Todged onthef{urface of the body, isritating there the mouths of
the Iymphatics, without being abforbed by them. Thefe veflels
being irritared, produce a fwelling in the nearcft lymphatic gland
they go to. Inthe one cafe tha caufe of the bubo lies in the
gland itfelf, in the other without it ; fothat we may properly
diftinguifh them, by calling the former an idiopathic, and the
latter a [ymphatic bubo.

This diftiné&ion, founded on t! e moft eyident faés, is abfolute-
Iy neceffary to regulate the method of cure.—— Eut the diftine-
tion of idiopathic buboes into primary and fecondary,. viz. fuch
as arife from an original infe¢tion, and thofe which are fuppofed
to owe their origin to the poifon depofited from the mafs into the
gland, feems to be of no pra&ical ufe whatever.

Idiopathic venereal buboes, as we have obferved, owe their
origin to the venereal poifon abforbed and lodged in the gland.
This abforption fsequertly takes place after the virus has by its
acrimony produced fome flight excoriation or ulceration in the
furface of the glans, prepuce, urethra, genital parts, or extre=~
tnities. Whether a bubo ever arifes, as has been hicherto gene—
rally afferted, from the venercal virus being depofited from_the
mafs into theglacd, as peftilential buboes feem to arife in the
plague, is with meas yet a matrer of doubt ; this affzrtion feems
hitherto rather founded ona gratuitous fuppofition than on real
obferyation. But that buboes may fometimes, though feldom,
arife from an immediate ablorption, without any previous ex-
coriation or ulcer in the furface of the body, is probable fiom
feyeral autheatic obferyations ; though this opinion has beea

% : ; COL~
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controverted by fome modern wrirters. About 12 years
ago, three foldiers came into the military hofpiral in one week,
allaffected with a bubo from the fame woman. They had all-been
in perfect health a few days before ; neither had any of them
the lealt excoriation in the genitals or thigh now, nor even any
appearance of arunning.---Whether this immediate abforption,
15owing to a torpid and lefsirritable habit of body, or the great-
er fubtilty or lefs irritating nature of the virus in fome cafes, ¥
pretend not toalcertain.  But to this immediate abforption it is
perhaps owing, that we cannot always avoid a bubo, or perhaps
even the lues 1ifelf, by ufing the beft preventatives ; though they
may moft effe@ually prevent gonorrheeasand original fhancres.

That idiopathic buboes arifegot only from the abforption of
the venereal poifon from ulcers of the genitals or urethra, bug
likewile from venereal ulcers in any part of the upper or low
extremides, is confirmedby experience. I fhall adduce a few,
examples by way of illuftration. A moit intimate friend of |
mine had, fome yearsago, the misfortune of being affeted with
thancres. Being then on his travels, he took fome mercurial
pills 5 by the ufe of which the ulcers were cured in about ten
days. The pills were then difcontinued, and he had no com-
plaint till fix months after, whenhe was one night awaked by a
violent itching at his right elbow. Next night, theitching re=
turned ; and the third morning, upon examining the fpot, he
found it covered with a thick yellow fcurf like a tetrer. As he
was at that time on a journey, he delayed taking advice ; think-
ing that his complaint might perhaps gooff,  But, two days al-
ter,. he perceived a fwelling wnder his arm-pit ; which, in three
daysmore, increafed tofuch a degree, thatwhen he came to me;
he was obliged to keep his arnt a confiderable way out from his
fide. 1 told him the nature of his complaint. In a few days,by
proper applications, the tumor was difcufled, and my patient
perfeétly cured fome weeks after.

Soon after, I was confulted by a gentleman who had under-
gone a mercurial courfe abourt fifteen months before, for a ve-
nereal complaint, of which heimagined himfelf perfe&ly cured.
Some weeks before he applied to me he began to feel a pain in
the middie of the fternum, which he took to be rheumatic. Oa
this fuppofition, herubbed the part affe@ted with a piece of flan-
nel, morning and evening. Thus the pain in the fternum was
removed ; but the {fecond morning after, the great toe of the left
foor, and that next to ir, were in like maaner affe@ted. This
pain being removed by friction with flannel as before, returned
%o the' fternum ; from which being driven by a fimilar friciion,
it again returned to thefoot. He now began to imagine that his
complaint was of a gouty nature ; but having occafion to go
abroad that day, he bathed his footin warm water, aud pared a

corn
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cotn which he'hatl upon‘one of the dfe@ed toes, in order to
‘walk the more eafily. In performing this operarion, he cur toe
«deep, and a few drops of blood came. Upon this he mmedi=-
ately defifted 5 but ‘the next day, on examining the part, the
found a little fuppuration’had taken place'; upon which,he co=
wefed the fore with a piece of ¢lean ‘linen.<=-The fecond evens
:ing, he-felt a flight pain.in the groin, which he then difregard=
‘ed’; but inafew days after, when oneof the glands {welled ro
‘the bignefs of a pigeon’s egg, he asked my advice. 1 'informed
thim that he had not beenradivally cured of'his former diforder,
-and that the prefent fymptoms were aconfeguence of it; thac
‘thepain both of the fternum and of ‘the toes was venered! ; and
vithat from the wound of the toe, and fucceeding luppuration, the
ipoifon had'been abforbet by thelymphatics, -and carried to the
firlt gland rhey metr, which inthis cafe wasone ©of the lower
lymphatic glans of the groin. The ulcer of ‘the toe ‘Rill:comti=
'nued, but was very'{mall, anddifcharged a ‘little matter refem=
‘bling pufs. 'Tapplied upon it amercurial:plafter,:and cured the
‘bubo, ‘as well as'thercaufe of it, by a courle of mexcurial fric=
‘glons.

Some years ago, “an eminentaccoucheuriin London, wes cdlled
to deliver a woman, who unknown 'to him ‘was affedted with
‘thancres. ‘Ulcers on'his hand, anda{welling of the Iympharic
wgland of the fore-arm, which proved very ‘ebilinate, were tha
rdreadful confequences.

Symphatic veneredl bithoes, asThavealrezdy mentioned, owe
their origin, not tothe abforption of the venereal poifon, butte
anirritation of the mouths of the neighbouring lymphatic veffelss
‘This fpecies of bubo we frequently meet with 1n fimple venereal
~gonorrheeas ; or, ‘where oneof the ‘glands is -idiopathically -af~
fe&ed, we fometimes fee two ox three contiguous thereto, {wél=
led by fympathy. In this cafe, however, only that which is
really infe&ted, continues to increaflein bulk; while the others
remain in the fameftate, and arlaft difappear without any ‘in=
creafe of their Twelling, i

Symphatic buboes go off [pontancoufly, as foon as their irri=
zating caufe in the neighbourhood is removeds; and it is only
this kind of baboes, which quacks, with their pretended nof=
trums, feem to remove fometimesin 2 few days ; while, on rhe
other hand. we freqnently hear fome pariems complaining of in=
telligent phyficians, fornot having been fufficiently expeditious
in curing their bubo, or not having dooe it without fuppurati=~
on, though they had formerly been yadically cured by a quacky
by the fimple application of a raercurial ointment or plaiter to
the part affe@ed. If fuch, parients, however, were acquainted
with the diferente herween the true nature of their prefent and
formsr complain, they would eaﬁiy fee, that, in theformer cafey
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the cure was not to be attributed to the ointment or plafter ap~
plied, but merely to the nature of the difeafe ; whereas, in the
latter, gréat skill and attention is often requifite, either to dif=
cufs a bubo, or to cure it, after the attempt to difcufs it has
proved ineffe&ual. ; i ¢ G

Having eftablifhed this effential diftinétion betwixt Idiopathie
and Smypathic buboes, I fhould now proceed to fpeak of the
method of treating them ; but, previous to this, I think it ufe=
ful to take notice of fome prejudices which are entertained by
many, concerning the nature and cure of this complaint.

By many people, efpecially thofe who inhabit the more fouth=
eily parts of Europe, itis reckoned dangerous to wefolve or dif-
cufs avenereal bubo. This prejudice arifes from an opinion, that
the virus is by this method repelled and abforbed into the mafs, *
where it atterwards occafions a general infe&ion: whereas, if
the bubo is cured by fuppuration, they imagine that no infe&ion
of themafs is to be apprehended ; but that, on the contrary,
even in cale any poifon fhould have been abforbed during the
fuppuration, netonly the virus lodged in the gland is carried off,
bur likewife the whole mafs is thereby puriﬁgd. Hence they
jmagine that the abfcefs formed by the fuppuration of the bubo,
is a kind of channel for cleanficg the body entirely from the ve-
nereal poifon. Asthis opinion, however, is not only altogether

_erroneous, but may prove hurtful to thepatient, at leaft by de=
priviag him of an advantage which he might otherwife have en=
joyed, I muft make two obfervations on this fubje&. Firft, That,
by the modern improved pra&ice of applying mercurial fricions,
the difcuffion of a bubo cannot poflibly oceafion any fuch thing
as arepulfion of the venereal virus into the mafs ; but that, on
the contrary, by following this merhod, the virus lodged in the
gland itfelfis effe@tually deftroyed : and, fecondly, That, though
the virus fhould have been aétually repelled from the gland into
the mafs, fuch a repulfion would fill be preferable to the me-
thod of curing the bubo by {uppuration.

Butin erder to fet this matter in thecleareft light, T muft have
recour(e to the anatomical difcoveries which have been made
about the lymphatic fyftem ; and then confider what muft be the
confequence of mercurial fai&tions applied in the manner to be
mentioned hereafter.

We know from the obfervations of Profeflor Alexander Mon=
10, and thofe of the late Dr. W. Hunter, and particularly from
Mr. Hewfon’s plates*, that the lymphatic or abforbent veffels

begin

% Batthis, as well as the anatomy of the whole lymphatic {yitem, and the
difeafes depanding thereon, will be more efpecially illuftrated by the fingu=

larly acourate and beautiful plates executed under the dire@ion of Mr. Shel=
don, atprefent leGurer of anatomy in Lo
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begin every where on the furface of the body, with the fmallch
ramifications ; that, in going upwards from the lower extremi~
ties, they unite into larger branches, which terminate in the in«
uinal glands, pouringirvo them the liquid which they have ab-
forbed art their extremit. This liquid, which in a narural
flate is nothing but mild ly_.1ph more or lefs diluted with water,
which has been abforbed from the furface of the body, after be-
ing poured into the lympharic inguinalglands, is again abforbed
by other lymphatic veflels, which carry it to the abdomen, and
thence through the thoracic duét into the mafs. Let us now {up-
pofe that fome of thevenereal poifon hasbeen abforbed by the
lymphatic veffels of the geniral .parts, aor of the lower extremi-
ties, and that confequently it has been carried along with the
lymph into one or more of the inguinal glands. The poifon thus
brought into the gland will either be abforbed again by the op-~
pofite abforbent veflels, in which cafe it is carriedinto the mafs;
or, what more frequently happens, it will, byits acrimony, ex-
cite an irritarion, and thereby not only prevent its own abforption
but produce an inflammation and fwelling of the gland. In thofe
circumflances, the moft eligible thing both for the patient and
phyfician, would be, if poffible, to deftroy and eradicate the
poifon lodged in the gland. For this purpofe,” we know
mercury isa {pecific ; but the queftion is, how tobring it
into the affe@ed gland. Formerly pra&itioners, through a de-
fect ofanatomical knowledge, imagined they could introduce the
mercury into the gland, by rubbing the mercurial ointment upon
the gland itfelf, But fo far was this from. haviag the intended
® effect, that buboes treated in’ fuch a manner generally became
_ more inflamed, fuppurated, and even fometimes mortified. By
fuch an application no mercury is intreduced into. the. afe@ted
land ; or, if it happens now and then, it is merely by chance ;
or we kaow that the Iymphatics arifing from the skin immedi-
ately above the gland do not take their courfe into the fubftance
of the gland, but proceed obliquely upwards to the. abdomen.
Hence the bad or good effe@s produced in that eafe are. not to
be afcribed to the mercury, but rather to the mechanical irrita-
tion occafioned by the frictions, and would probably have taken
place had any other cintment been employed. - But. if,-inflead
of rubbing the mercurial ointment upon the gland ieflf, the
fame be rubbed into the thigh or leg of the fide affected; we sre
to.expe&, according to the difcoveries of the courfe’of the lym-
phatic veflels, that the mercury will be abforbed by their extre=
mities, and from thence conveyed to the affedted gland, where
meeting withthe venereal poifon, it will moft effectually exert
its fpecific power againft it. . That this is really ‘the cafe, ap-
pears from the {uccefsful pradice of this method ; for,.if .the-
mercusial frigions have been applied upon the piofer place; asé
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in time; before the inflammation Has gone too great a length; we
find, that, in eightbuboes out of ten,. the poifon isthereby eithes:
defiroyed,. orat leaft-fo clanged in its nature, that.it is now no:
more capable of irritaring the gland any further ; norido we ob=-
ferve, ther the virus thus: changed, and then abforbed: along:

with the mercury, does ever aft@iwards: produce any, venereali
fympromsin the mafs.. 3

But let-us even fuppofe that the mercury has net deftroged the:
poifon lodged in the gland, but has driven it: into the blood, as:
thofe patients commonly believe... What: will be the confe~-
quence & The fame; undoubtedly,. as when a victorious hero dif--
lodges and chafes a flying enemy. before him.. The very fame:
" wemedy which drove the -poifon. from. the gland” into the mafs;.
will purfue it there alfo ; and either expel it altogether, or,
renderir, one way or otHer, inoffenfive to the body..

To elucidare this matter ftill further,. I muft anfwer a queftion:
which I have heard frequently propofed, viz. Why does the me—
thod of rubbing mercury into the extremity not always fucceed’
in difcufling the bubo in every flage of thediforder § For the fo-
lution of this queftion, we muft again have recourfe to anatomy..
From this- we Know, that there are two feries of lymphatic:
glands in the groin, called the upperand lower inguinal glands..
Ih. meft people there is a communication between thefe two or=—
ders of glands :: in this cafe, the lymphatic veflels of the inferior
glands communicate with the fuperiorones, whence again others-
arife which take their courfe through the abdomen into the: |
thoracic dué&.. But in othier perfons there is no fuch communis-
cation ;the lymphatic veffels of the inferior inguinal glands pro-
ceed direély to the abdomen; without inofcularing with the fu--
periorones.. Now, the venereal virus being abforbed by the:
Jymphatics of the genirals, is generally carried to the fuperior
inguinal glands, where it produces the bubo. Whenever there=
fore the inferior inguinal glands have the above mentioned com»-
munication with the fuperior ores, the mercury rubbed into the:
infide of the thigh or leg will be abforbed, carried to the infe--
rior, andfrom thence to the fuperior inguinal glands, where it
will produce the defired cffe@. Bur, on the other hand, where:
no communication- of this kind takes place, the mercury is car=
sied from the extremity to the inferior inguinal glands, and from:
thence to the abdomen, without ever reaching the affe@ed gland;,
en which of confequence itcan produce no effe&*..

5 S But

* The fame wiil ikewiie happen where the inflammation of the bubo is:

gonetoo far; o1.where a fchirrhofity isFormed inthe gland. Merc ury in thefe

safes can have little or no accefs to the gland; or though it ceuld, would yet:
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But let us-even gofurther, and fuppofe, that; the method of:
treatment juft recommended has notbeen followed ; but that, in=-
ftead of it, the iiritating matter-has been blunted, and the ab-
forption of the poifon from the gland effe@ed by other fedative:
or difcutiest applications. What will' be the confequence§ T'
anf{wer, inftead of'a Bube, the patientwill be affected with a dif-
eafe of the whole fyftem ;, which, if recent, may be cerraicly
and radically cured in atew’ weeks time, withoutanwbad cou-
fequences-remaining ; whereas-the complaint with which-hé was:
affeted before, is fometimes very dangerous, at other times ex~-
tremely obftinate; and always of a-very tediousnature. Befides,
evan when the fuppuration is of*the beft kind, whicli, how-
ever, is far from being always the cal®, the peifon, before or
after the abfcefs is formed, infiead of being entirely evacuated,
is if not conflantly, atleaft very frequently, abforbed into the
fyftem. Thus the diforder which the patient{fo muchdreaded is:
really produced ; for the cure of which he will'at laft beobliged”
* o have recourfe to- mercury, the remedy he was formerly fo-
much afraid of. -

Let us now progeed to the method of cure..

Method of Cure.

From theobfervations laid down, it appears, thazevery un-
prejudiced praditioner, in any.cafz of an idiopathic bubo, fhould
always attempt to difcufs it as foon as poflible, by any merhod
whatever, provided the inflammation has not rifen to too greae
an height, orfigns of fuppuration have already made their appear-
ance. The moft effectual method of difcuffing tumours of this
kind, is, asI have already mentioned, by mercurial fridions ap=-
plicd to the infide of the thigh or leg of the affeéted fide if
the bubo happens to be inguinal, or to the arm if the bubo be
under the arm-pit. Occafionally alfo, in the former cafe, fric=
tions may be uféed to the perinzum or fcrotum. Bur as the {uc-
cefs of thef® frictions is limited to a few days, they ought to be
made not only with due careand attention, bur, if circumftan-
ces permit, be repeated twice a-day. Vencfaction or a purge
v&gll, occafionally, likewife contribute greatly to tke inrended
effect. . -

Tothegland itfelf I never apply any thing but a mercurial
plafter ; and from this T expe& nothing towards the accomplith=
ment of the cure, but make ufe of it only tokeep the patient’s mind
eafy. Of late a poultice made of the root of Atropa mandrage-
¥a has been much recommended for the refolution of a bubo ; and
by others a poultice made of the root of Daphne mezereum. They
certainly both deferve to be tried, either alone, efpecially where
ghe friGtions feem to have no effc, or along with the friﬂionls.
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In obftinate cafes alfo, I would advife the application of dry.
cupping glafles.to the fwelled gland, which has been attended.
with fuccefs at Edinburgh, Repeated vomits, with cold appli=
cations to the part affeéred, have been likewife recommended as,
ufeful forthe difcuflion of a bubo; butl have never had occa=
fion to try either of thefe remedies; nor indeed the, hemlock,.
which has been praifed for.this purpofe both. as. internally and,
externally exhibiteds :

During the whole time that a.refolutien of the bubo is at-
tempted, the patient ought to abftain from exercife, and con=
fine himfelf to a very. low diet ; as a contrary regimen might,
greatly tend to increafe the inflammation.. With regard to mer-.
curial fridions on the gland itfelf, I have already given my rea=.
fons for difapproving of them. Indeed moft. of the idiopathie.
buboes which I have had occafion to fee treated either in this,
way or by any other irritating remedies, have inflamed and fups=
purated, though the application was made with a view to pre~
vent that difagreeable eircumftance ; and there are now but ve-.
vy few praQitioners, let their knowledgebe ever fo little of the-
recent difcoveries concerning the lymphatic {yftem, that would.
truft to fuch aa application for preducing a. difcuffion..

When I fay that an irritation of the gland itfelf will rather be.
followed by aninflammation and fuppusarion than a refolution,

purpofely mention an idiopathic venereal bubo ; for {ympathe-.
tic buboes may certainly difappear after the ufe of mercurialfrice.
tions applied upon the gland itfelf, as 1 have frequently. obfer-.
ved. We ought not,\however, even in this cafe, to afcribe theie,
refolution to the mercurial friéions, poultices, &c. which have
been applied ; but to the fimple operation of nature; becaufe.
fympathetic buboes will always go off by themfelves without
any application whatever. For their removal, as I have alrea-
dy obferved, nothing more is requifite than to abate or remove
ghe ftimulus from the mouths of the lymphatics. This fa&, is
fufficient, I think to convince us of the importance of diftin-
guithing in pradice the idiopathic buboes, or fuch as owe their.
origin to the venereal virus abforbed from fhancres of the geni=
tals or extremities, from {ympathetic ones, arifing from the mere .
irritation of the lymphatic veflels, and generally accompanying.
fimple gonorrheeas, fwelled tefticles, &c. without the appears.
ance of any venereal ulcer.

Thus far with regard to the treatment of venereal buboes by-
refolution. I now come to treat of ‘thofe that are either too
far gone to admit of refolution, or that refift it on any other ac- .
count.

That a bubo will not admit of refolution, we know by the .
tumour continuing to increafe in fize, and becoming red and.
painful aftex the proper application of the mercurial fri&tions hc;r-.
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‘other refolverts had been mzde ufe of for four or five days. As
foon as weobferve, thus, all our attempts to procure a refolt-
tion fruftrated, we are now to employ all means to bring on as
mild and {peedy a fuppuration as poflible. Here, however, we
meet with three kinds of buboes efientially different from one
another, cach of which requires a treatment peculiar to itfelf,
nay, diametrically oppefite to that of theother. This difiinétion
is fomaterial, that the treatment which will bring the one kind
to amild fuppuration, if applied to the other, may octafion ve-
Ty dangerous {ymptoms, and even prove fatal,

In the fitfi, all the fymptoms of inflammation run very high,
fometimes even to mortification ; in the feeond, the fame fymp-
toms to arife from too great an irritability, of the body ; where=

. as, in the third, the moft irritating medicines are hardly ableto

raife the inflammation to fuch a pitch as is neceffary for bring-
ing on a fuppuratioa. In the forrer, it isneceflary to moderate
the inflammatory diathefis : ia the latter, to excite and augment
it. When the patient, therefore, is otherwife of a healthy,
ftrong, and vigorous conftitution ; the inflammatien high ; the
pain_fevere, and accompanied with an inflammatory fever;
bleeding, fometimes even repeated, as circumftances require, may
be neceflary. Leeches, however, or, in want of them, fcarifi=’
cation of the part affeed, are often preferable to general bleed=
ings. In other refpeés, low diet, cooling drink, an antiphlo="
giftic purgative, the warm bath, and an emellient poultice ap-
plied conftantly warm to the gland, and changed when itgrows
cool, are to be infifted upon in thefe kinds of buboes.

In the fecond kind, the fymptoms of inflammation feem to run
very high, merely from too great an irritability. Bur this may
be eafily diftinguifhed from the other, by the weaker, {moother,
and more frequent pulfe ; as alfoby the conftirution of * the pa=

“tient. In fuch circumftances, general evacuations, inftead of

being of fervice, I obferved in general to be really prejudicial:
the parient, onthe contrary, ought to beallowed a fuller diet ;
opium ought to be given every night or every other night, the
Peruyian bark through the day , and to the external emolient ap-
plications we here properly join fome fedative. In a cafe of
this kind probably it was, that Mr. Brambilla faw a young man
to whom 2 bubo proved fatal by becoming gangrenous, after, a
courfe of calomel along with a ftrong decodion of the woods
was adminiftered to him. I muft make upon this occafion a ge~
neral remark, that mercury ought never to be given either inter=
nally or externally, unlefs for fome very particular reafon, dur-
ing the inflammatory ftate of a bubo, or any other venereal com=
plaint. During that flate, I have neverfeen any good, but of.
ten very bad effeéts refulting from ir, and more efpecially when

The
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The third kind of buboes, eflentially different fromthe two
#ormer, we meet not unfrequently in parients of ‘relaxed, debi-
ditated, or ofa cache&ic or {corbutic habit of body. When this
ds the cafe, the tumour of the gland, though /it feems red and
inflamed, will rife verylittle and flowly; the patient feels but
little pain ; no feverattends 3 or, if any, ds-is rather of the low
&ind, and the pulfe is weak, with fomedepreflion of fpirits.—==~
In fuch cafes, (that.of fea fcurvy excepted) mercury will fome-
times be ufefuland neceflary, but evacuations of any kind are
hurcful 5 afull diet with wine will be .proper 5 and an -infuffon
of bark in wine or fome other flrengthening and aromatic ‘me-
dicines, together with local applicatiens of more or lefs adive
flimulants, will be proper.

1f fymptoms of the fea {curvy prevail, mercury oughtneverto
be meade ufe of ; the patient may, befides the ufe of wine and
Peruviao bark,&c. eat oranges and other ripe fruit, or make ufeof
" ¢he juice of antifcorburtic herbs, and take moderate exercife, in " -
a free open air-every day. <

If by thefe means, or any other method, the bubo is at Taft
brought to fuppuration, mefl writers advife the artificial open=
ing of the ablzefs ; butI choofe rather to leave this to nature.
from experience I have found, that nature, left toherfelf, fcarce
ever fails to make an opening in due time ; whereas, artificial
©openings are ofren made before nature defires it, to wit, before
th: abfcels is fully fermed and ripe. I have befides obferved
anotheradvantage ; viz. that the abfcefs opened by nature gene=
rally heals much eafier ; whereas, that opened by an incifion, or
the application of a cauftic, I have feen fometimes followed by
difagreeable confequences, not only making the cure more tedi=
ous aud troublefome, butleaving a large cicatrix behind ; which
lIaft we ought always te make an effential point caretully ro
avoid, efpecially in women, for reafons {ufficiently obvious. In
this we fhall generally fucceed, ifthe operation is left ro nature.
The abfcefsthen, does generally not open, till there is a thorough
fuppuration of the gland ; aad the cicatrixis in a fhort time af=
ter, for the moft part, either fcarcely vifible, or entirely difap=~

ears.

£ There are, however, fome particular cafes in which it_may
be proper to aflift nature, either by making a dilatation of the
opening, or makingan artificial incifion altogether. Where we
meet with buboes, which, notwithitanding the meens above=
mentioned, remain inflamed and hard, without either coming
10 a refolution or fuppuration, befides other remedics a fmall
bir of the lapis infernalis or common cauftic, about the fize of a
pea, may be advantageoufly applied to the middle of the bubo,
for about two, or at moft three hours, the efchar afterwards
annointed with alittle of the unguentum ceeruleum fortius, ax;)d

the
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the whelecovered with a ‘warm emmollient poultice. This me-
thod, firft propofed by Mr. Plenck, I havefeen feveral times fol=
lowed with fuccefs. i :

Here I muft add, that, in{everal inflances, T have obferved the
‘common method of applyiog a large cauftic on the bubo for ten
or twelve hours, in order to bring it to fuppuration, attended
Wwith very bad confequences. The event, in two cafes, was 2
mortification, and in others a very large ichorous and bad ulcer,
Wwhich in one inftance appeared really to grow cancerous, and at
laft proved faral to the ‘patient : this, T have never feen happen
from the application of the fnall cauflic above mentioned.

Inother cafes, initead of the cauftic, we may fometimes ex-
peét the fame effect from an applicarion of the emplafirum com=
mune cum gummi ; or from a poultice made ‘of onions fimply
roafted, or boiled ineil. A fuppurative liniment has alfo been
recommended, miade of €qual parts of the unguentum de arthani=
ta, the unguentum mercuriale, and the bruifed mandragora root,
mixed with a lufficient quantity of honey 5 but i never had an
opportunity of trying it. :

When the abfcefs has Been opened eithet by natute or art, we
are generally advifed to adminifter mercury internally and exter=
nally, and thus treat the dlcer as 4 venereal one. This praaice
is generally undoubtedly very good ; but in fome eafes mercurial
fritions, or mercury given internally, will prove burt ful, nay
often give rife to very dangerous {ymptoms.

No general method, therefore, canbe laid dovwn for the tieat=
ment of an exulceratéd Bubo 5 but the praéitioner muft be direc=
tedby the nature of the difeafe, and the confliturion of the patia
ent, as mentioned above; where I fpoke of the inflammatory ftaré
of the buboes, Ifthe patient be vigbrous, witkout Fever, the
pufs of a godd confiftetice and mild nature, 'ne external applica-
tion to the fore feems neceflary ; bt a contiauation of the fame
poultice which brought on the fuppuration, will cerainly for~
ward the cure more than any thing eife. If thé abfeefs affumes
the nature of a venereal ulcer, fnetcurizl inje&iions may be joined
to the intérnal ufe of that mineral.

But there are other cafes of ulcerated buboes, which have hi~
therto elther been internally overleoked, or not properly attend=
ed to. Sometimes the ablcefs, inftead of healing, either remains,
under the" continued ule of merctiry, in the fame flate for many
iwrecks, or affumes a relaxed and flabby appearance; the dif-
charge is copious, thin, and ichorous; ar the fame time, that
the health of the patient, inflead of growing bertter, gradually
grows worfe and worfe. Inthefe circumftances, a qutie differ-
ent treatment will be neceflary. 1f the mereury before admi=
niftered, has produced fome fenfible effu&s of its having been ab-

: forbed
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forbed into the mafls, we fthould not obftinately afcribe the pre-
fent fymptoms to the inefficacy of the mercurial preparation we
have made ufe of, and confequently have recourfe to another.
We ought rather to take the hint given by nature, and not per-
filt Jonger in the ufe of a remedy from which we find no good
effect. Mercury is a peifon forthofe patients: they require a.
Afull diet, wine, an infufion of the bark in wine, ‘with a free ufe
of the country air, and gentle exercife. For the ulcer, an
inje&ion of the aqua vitriolica campharata, ‘or, according to
circumftances, -a fomentation with the Feruvian bark repeated
twice or three times -a-day, is the ncceflary -applicarion ; the
fore thould be covered with'fine lint or a piece of foft fponge,
that the matter may befreely difcharged. The dreflings may
be kept on by a picceof adhefive plafter {pread on linen. To
prevent excoriations of the thigh from the acrid difcharge of fuch
ulcers, the application of alitcle white cerate to-the furrounding
part will be fufficient.

The following cafe will ferve as an illuftration of what I have
juft now afferted. An ulcerated bubo was, according to the
common courfe of pra&ice, ‘treated as a venereal one, by the in-
ternal and external ufe of mercury. The patient was. by this
method, after eight weeks time, fomuch reduced, and the ulcer
had fo bad anappearance, thatit was thought proper to have
the advice of another perfon; whenI was confulted. 1 found,
upon examination, the flabby relaxed atonic appeararceof the
ulcer. I told the phyfician and furgeon, who hitherto had
treated the patient, that I thought the continuation of mercury
improper ; that the internal and external ufe of ftrengthening
medicines, and a full diet, with wine, were the -only remedies,

* They both were of opinion, thar my advice was an unreafon-
able one ; and that the ufe of mereury was to be continued, on=
ly in adifferent preparation. However, aftera good deal of con-
verfation, I prevailed on them to try only for eight or ten days
what I had propofed; and the patient finding the courfe agreed
with him, he continued the fame for about fix wecks, when he
was perfeély recovered.

A fimilar cafle occurred fome time ago to a friend of mine in
London, who gave the fame advice to a patient that had been
treated before for along time in the like manner, and the pati-
ent found the fame benefit of it. A remarkable circumftance T
mult take notice of, which happened with this latter patient :
under the courfe of mercurials he fweated every night a great
deal ; he putonr every morning a clean fhirt, made of new li=
nen ; all thefe fhirts, about a dozen in number, after having
been once or twice wath=d with other linen in the common man= .
ner, grew fo tender thar they feemed to be quite rotren.

If, atter a fuppuration has taken place, and the abfcefsb;xas

ca
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been opened, part of the gland fhould fill remain f{welled and
hard, repeated purges, with the contlnued ufe of the above-
mentioned remedies, will effectually remove that diforder.

The finufes or fiftulas which are {ometimes apt o arife after
fuch ulcers, arefor the moft part eafily prevenred, as well by~
proper injeétions, as by-a fuitable pofture of the patieat whew
in bed, andby a gentle, but careful preffure, fqueczing out the
matter all round, every morning and evening. :

If fiftulas or finufes have been formed from an ulcerated bubo,:
and refufe to yicld to the above mentiored injedions, the knife
muft be employed :* however, they feldom or never occur, if the
furgeen be attentive to the pofture of the patient, dilate the
opening in time if ‘neceflary, and the patient complies exadtly
with his dire&ions. - 2 ‘

Hemlock, both internally and externally applied, has been
firongly recommended for.caneerous as well as fchirrhous buboess
but I never faw iteffeét a radical cure where there was a real
cancer ; though there is nothiag to hinder its-being tried : buc
in.fuch cafes, the only method, that I know foravoiding deathy
or atleaft a moft miferable life; is the toral excifion of the can-
cerous gland, if pra&icable, and that not too long deferred.

Having thus finifhed the treatmentof topical venerezl com=
pleints, I now proceed to thoiearifing from an univerfal infec~
tion, or, asitis commonly called, a confirmned pox.

-

G H AR, X &
On the SyrH1L1S, or:Venereal Difeafe in particular.*

HAVING premifed fome neceffary obfervations concerning .
*L venereal infetion, the nature of the virus and the differ~

ent appearances of {yphilitic complaints ‘in gereral, inthe be-
ginning of this treatife, Inow enter into the confideration of the

nature, {fymptoms, and cure of the {fyphilisor venereal difeafe,

commonly called confirmed lies or pox; in-particuler.

The effeds or fymptoms which the: venercal virus is apt to
produce when abforbed intothe mals;-are: fhortly as follow :

1. In the eyes : The moft violent of all inflamimations, with a -
difcharge of puriform matter, (from a repelled gonorrheea), end-
ing generally in perfe@ ‘blindnefs ; or-an-ophthaimy of amore
chronic kind, from the venereal virus depofited from the mafs,
affe&ing the eye itfelf, or the eye lids ; and fometimes alfo the
fiftula lychrymalis. : b

2..In the ears : Deafaefs, with or withouta punfon;a dife

: - chargey. .
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charge, (from 2 repelled gonorrheea), or from the venereal virug
affacting the ear, or the orifice of the Euftachian tube in the faus
ces.

3. Inthe nofe: Ulcers in the noftrils 5 an ulceration of the.
mucous membrane of the nofe, with a caries of the bones, and
a difcharge of fetid ichor, known by the name of ozeena.

4 In the mouth aud throat:. Ulcers, caries of the ofla palatis,
naor antrum maxillate, erofion of the velum, &c. forethroat, co=.
tyza, paraphonia. : . :

5. In or.about the genital parts, it will either produce, o
what indeed is more frequently the cafe, it will prove, a, per=
petual fomes of excoriations, ulcers, filtulas, gleets, warts, con~.
dylomata, polypi. Whether the gonorrheea, fwelled teflicles, ox,
bubogs, ever arife from the poifon being depofited there from,
the mafs, is with me, for want of authenticated fags, flill a
matter of doubt, as I mentioped above, :

6. Inthe skin : Copper-coloured fpots, tetters, fcabs, efpecis,
ally on the margin of the {calp, or in the beard ; a fcald head,
or tinea ; and when the difeafe is very inveterats, it fometimes,
though feldom, produces akind of leprofy over the whole fur~
face of thebody ; a corruption of the nails, and ulcers of the.
moft maligaant kind, in differens parrs of the body.

7. In the bones » Either the moft painful and excruciating,
fwellings, commonly.called tophi exofiofes, &c.efpecially trou=.
blefome at night when the patient grows warm in bed ; or an,
ulceration in their external, or a corruption of their internal;
fubftance, difeafes known by the name of caries and [pina vento=.
fa. The bones moft liable .to. be. affeted by this difeafe, are
thofle which are not covered with mufcles, as the tibia, the ra=
dius, theelbow, the proceflus coracoideus, the fternum, the os
frontis, and other bones of the head, &c.

8. Sometimes the venereal poifon will produce effe@s, the na=+
ture of which is {o conceal=d, that they feem rather owing to,
fome other caufe. Such are pains in feveral parts of the body.
relembling thofe of the rheumatifim ; pains in, the articulations.
ze{embling the gout ; white fwelling 3 nervous or he&ic fevers;.
confumptions of the lungs, or fimple emaciation withoutany ap=
paent vice in any vifcus of the body. Thefe fymptoms
have by phyficians obtained the name of morbi venerei larvati.

9- Sometimes the lues is really. combined with other diforders,
fuch as the fea-fcurvy, intermittent fevers, confumptions, &c.
Thefle are called /morbi venerei complicati, and deferve the ut=
moft attention of the pra&itioner ; becaufe the fuccefs of the
cure will often in a great meafure depend on the accurate
knowledge and diftin&ion of thefe complaints.

The fpecific remedy now generally applied for all kinds of
venereakdiforders, is mercury in its different preparations.———

Though
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Though there are perhaps remedies of the vegetable kingdom
equally powerful as mercury to cure the venereal difeafe in alk
its ftages, they being either unknown o1 difficult 1o be gor, are
neglected. . Mercury is made ule of, notonly on account of irs
{pecific power againft this diforder, but becaufe it is a remedy
which is cheap, eafily to be got, and quick and certain in 1tg
effe@s ; in the fame manner, though we can cure agues by other
remedies, we employ now-a-days {eldom any thing elfe but the.
Peruvian bark.,

Several hypothefes have been advancedin order to explain the
manaer inwhich mercury producesthofe powerful effe¢ts. None
of them are founded on real faés ; all of them are therefore little
fatisfactory. Some fay mercury aé&s by its merallic weight,
others by itsaftringent quality, others by its power of promot-
ing all kinds of excretions, and fo on. If thofe writers had on-
ly confidered, that fometimes two or three grains of mercury
‘brought into the mals, makc the mofl violent venereal fymp~
toms difappear, I think they would have never had recourfe to
fuch an explication, Perhaps, if there. was an epinion to be
advanced about this matter, chemifiry coyld afford us a more
zeafonable and fatisfaory theory, by fuppofing that mercury has
a peculiar attragive Eower, or whart is commonly called a che~
mical affinity, to the venereal poifon, by means of which,
wherever it meets with that poifon, it readily uvites, and forms
a kind of compound withit, which now has no longer any of
the qualities which either of the fubflances had before the union;
and therefore the efeé produced by the poifon mufi, in themo=
ment that union takes place, unavoidably ceafe, ard the patient
find himfelf either relieved, or, if the poifon has been faturated
with a fufficient quautity of mercury, be radically cured. By
this theory we would perhapsbe more able not ‘only. to account
for a few grains of mercury relieving fometimes the moft excruci-
ating venereal painsof the bones, but afo why mescury taken
internally removes venereal ulcers, without any extcgnal appli-
cation, &c. It would further feem probable from thefe effe@s,
that mercury has a greater chemical attrattion to the verereal
poifon, than it hastoany acid ; and that, givenin any of its fa-
line preparations, wherever it mects with that poifon, it ledves
immediately the acid with which it was combined, and unites
with the poifon. I could fupport this opinion, perhaps, if I
added, that mercury cures the venereal difeafe the eafier and
{ooner the more minutely it is divided ; that, in order to pro-
duce the defired effect, it is alwaysneceflary thar it be abforbed
into the mafs ; but that it never cures the venereal complaints
-though abforbed into the mafs, if not carried in fufficient quan-
tity to the place or part affeéted. In this manner we could per-

“baps eafier explain why it often cures the venereal diforder with-
; out
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out anyf{enfible increafé of‘any.of the différent fecretions or ex«-
cretions of the body ; and why, if it produces purging, immo=~
derate fwearting, orfalivation, it very. often leaves the venercal
difeale uncured behind. 'But though we could. thus refolve alk:
thefe different-queltions: in a .more fatisfa&ory manner, 1 muft
confefs.that this theory is as little as.the former founded on any..
real fadt, but on mere conjeéiures ; and therefore, as long as it -
remains in this flate, itis equally ufele(s as all other hypothefes -
in the pra&ice of phyfic, where it may be fufficient for us to .
know the fpecific remedy to cure the diforder, without being .
acquainted how it produces its effe&s, though fuch a knowledge, ..
couldit be attained, would lead undoubtedly to great improves -
ments In curing thofe complaints*..

Method' of Cure..

Tr the patient be flrong enough to bearthe immediate ufe of¥
mercury, I begin generally by giving him a purgative ; and the.
next day I let him bathe in a warm bath, made of a deco&ion of
bran, orof fimple foft water. In this bath, the warmth of
which fhould be determined by the agreeable feeling of the pati-
ent, he ought to fit for half an hour or an hour’s time ; during -
the latter end of which time, he may be rubbed gently all over -
witha flefh bruth, or a piece of flannel. Coming out of the
bath he may rake 2 glafs of good wine, if his circumftances will -
admit it, and then go to bed. By thefe means the skin will be
well cleanfed, and be better fitted for tranfmitting the perfpira=-
tiom. If he is plethoric, or accuftomed to bleeding, venefeéion .
may bé proper and ufsful; previous to his beginning the ufe of
mercury.

With regard to the feveral mercurial preparations, I fhall fpeak
hereafter,  We fhould only be careful and attentive to obferve:
whether the mercurial courfe agrees, at firft, with the patient ; -
and if it does not agree, without hefitation change it, Thofe
patients who will not bear fri&ions, bear fometimes very readily
the internal ufe of crude mercury or its faline preparations, and
vice verfa. Others who willnot bear mercury internally, will
bear the frictions, or fometimes will not bear one mercurial pre-
paration, while they bear anether. Some will bear them more
eafily in pills, othersin powder, or diffolved in{fome liquid. To
thole whofke conftitution,circumftances or choice are againft mer-
curial frictions, we may give Plenck’s folution of mercury in
gum arabic, made into pills : they agree with moft flomachs,
even

* Thole ot my rcaders who wish to be more fully inftruéted abour the ope-
ration andu(_cofmerctt_v, Imuft refer to Dry Duncan’s Obfcrvations on thg -
{ubje@, published at Edinkurgh,
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€eyen-fuch as fometimes can bedr no ‘other mercurial preparations
‘or, according to circumitances, crude mercury fubdued with
tconferve of rofes, or-conferva cardiaca, calomel prepared ac-
-gording to Mr. Schecle’s dirs&ion, aud the hydragyrum nitratum
seinereum, ‘or pulvis mercurii cinereus of the new Edinburgh
‘Pharmacopeeia,are the mildeft and perhaps moft {uifable prepaia=
-tions for thofe ftomachs which are not able tobear any other [a-
-line mercurial preparation. Mercury rubbed down with fugar-
‘eandy, or-calcined mercury mixed with opium, may fometimes,
-according to circumflances, be very advantageous, but, as I
have ‘mentioned before, great judgment and atrention are re-
‘quired in adminiftering thofe medicines, as well as with regard
-todiet, bathiag, -&c. which it is impoflible to enter into a mi-
nute detail of any particular circumftance. The following rules,
-however, befidesthofe to be mentioned below under the head of
Mercurial Preparations, may ferve as general ones.

The patient whom we undertake to cure of the lues, muft
-have fufficient firength tobear the ule of mercury ; and neither
‘be affected with any nervous, putrid, he&ic, or inflammatory
fever, nor with fea-fcurvy, or cancerous complaints, or gan=~
grenous ulcers. In all thefe cafes, I have conftantly obferved
mercury -not orly prove hurtful, but in fome inftances, where
dts ufe was infifted upon, even fatal to the patieat. Thofe dif-
orders, if poflible, thould theretore be previoufly removed ; or
dfthe venereal fymptoms prevail fo much, that they make the
immediate ufe of mercury indifpenfably neceffary, proper medie
<ines ought to be conjoined with mescury.

For reltoring a proper degree of firength and vigour, an health«
£ul country air is one of the firlt requifites ; then affes or cows
milk as it:comes from the animal; or, whart in fome inftances I
have found far better for patients in ealy circumftances, a flrong
‘healthy country wet-nuzrfe, whom the patient may fuck him-
delf ; or if he finds this difagreeable, (or too dangerous), the
breaft of the woman may be drawn with a proper inftrument, and
the patient fhould drink the milk immediately : this milk is. the
greateft ftrengthenerI know of, for debilitated patients. His
dier may othsrwife confift of light puddings ; tender meat of mid-
dle-aged animals of all kinds, not too far, efpecially roafted ; and
at dinner, if he likes good {trong beer (or porter), he may drink
4t 3 otherwife a few glafles of good and genuine Spanith Hun-
garian wine will beufeful. Moderate exercife ofany kind, and
ioccafionally friGtioas of the whole body, will greatly afliit the
above regimen. As for medicines, he fhould in general rake
none ; or, if their ufe fhould be abfolutely neceffary, cr if the
patient defires any, {mall dofes of the beft Peruvian bark, finely
powderedin fubfance, or mixed wirh genuine old hock, I have
found excellent. If the patisut be yery low, a tiofture made of

- iraa
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iron diffolved in vitriolic ather, T have found fuperior to any
other medicine. The cold bath wrill be fomerimes ufeful, but at
other times very improper. This, with cheerful compary, and
avoiding venery or noéurnal pollurions, will greatly contribute
to recover the ftrength neceffary for enabling the patient to bear
the ufe of mercury. 1 fhall, however, maké one remark more .
ere, which, as farasl know, has not bezn taken notice of by
any former writer on thisfubje&, that weaknefs, low-fpirited=
nels, and anaphrodyfia, are fometimes the immediate effe@ts of
the veriereal virus lurking in the body, and in that cafe I have
found mercury to be the beft ftrengthener ; I have feen people in
that ftate gain o much firength in eight or ten days, from the
internal ufe of mercury, that they were moft agreeably furpri=
fed. ?
During the ufe of mercury, a mixed diet of vegetables 3nd ani=
mals, as the moft natural to mankind, is proper ; avoiding fat;
hard, indigeftible food. Acids will fometimes caufé a griping or
purging, under a courfe of mercury ¢ where that happens, they
fhould beavoidad. Ar rable, the moderate ufe of wine cannot
be hurcful.  As to porter, or any other kind of beer, it does not -
agree withall fomachs under a mercurial courfe ; where it does;
1 fee noreafon why it may not be moderately. indulged; and I
never faw in thofe circumftances any harm from it. Bwtwhart I
principally infift upon, is, that the patient fhould go edrly to
bed : indulging fleep is rather ferviceable during a mercuria
courfe. Moderate exercife on foot, in a chaife, or on horfeback,
if the air be warm and dry, I found always more ufeful, thad
to confine him ro his room. Butif the weather be moift or very
cold, it will be fafer to ftay at home. Night air is particularly
dangerous; for it isin general cold and damp, and fhould bé
therefore, by every patient under a mercurial courfe, moft care-
fully avoided. I haveknown feveral inftances, where venereal
patients, during the ufe of mercury, through inattention to this
poine, have ruined their health and conftitution for many years,
oreven for life. Where the patient’s bufinefs or circumftances
of Iife abfolutely oblige himto go out in very cold or damp
weather, he fhould never do it without being warm cloathed;
and wearing a flannel or callico waifteoat under his fhirt, and 4
pair of good warm woollen ftockings.

Thus we proceed with the ufe of mercury, if no peculiar
{ymptoms preveht it : lei the patient batlie once or twice a-week
in a warm bath, if his conftitution is firong enough ; weak and
telaxed habits will not admit of this. But whenever he per=
ceives a naufeous tafte in the mouth like copper, flinking breath,
fwelling of the gums, the teeth fecling as if they were fet on
edge, a larger fecretion of faliva or {pitting than common, mer=
cury thould be immediarely left off for fome days, a warm bath

an
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@nd fridions with the flefh-brufh to be vfed, a gentle phyfic to
be taken and occafionally repeated, and cold moift air in thofe
‘circumftances 1o be moft carefully avoided. If under the ufe of
mercury {ymptoms of a general irritation appear, it ought to be
feft off for fome days, and a dofe of opium to be given in irs
ftead : but if fymptoms of an inflammatory diathefis prevail,
bleeding will be previoufly neceffary. Thus we continue with
the ufe of mercary, asI faid above, till thevirus is wholly era-
dicated, which will be in twenty=-five or thirzy days, if the
difeale has not been .of long ftanding, and the {ymptoms have
not been very fevere ; but if the difeale be inveterate, and rhe
skin or bones foverely affedted, ten or twelve weeks will L
{ometimes neceflary to produce a compleat and radical cure.

Toknow whether the lues is radically cured, is a nice poirt
‘of praétical judgment ; and if I fay, that, from a careleflnefs on
the part of the patient, or from want of knowledge on the parc
of the pra&itioaer, with regardto thispoint, a great many pa=
tients are unhappy, and fufferers, I advance nothing but what
we fee daily confirmed. If we were in poffeflion of a remedy,
which, having the power of readering the leaft particle of the
venereal virus concealed in the body aétive, and thus enable us to
difcover its prefence, like as the loadftone difcovers the prefence
of iron, there would be nothing neceflary, but ro adminifter that
remedy the moment we think the patient had taken mercury
‘enough. I have made fome experiments on this fubjed& ; ana [
‘have great reafon o believe, that the conclufion drawn from
them will be fatisfacory 2 butas I havenot yet a fuficiert num~
ber of authenticated fa&s to form fuch a conclufion, it would be
premature in me now to fay more on this {ubject.

As foon as the mercury affe@s the mouth ot the patient, we
are {ure of the moft effeatial peint, viz. of its having entered the
‘mafs, whichis abfolutely neceffary for eradicating the poifon
lodged there. The difappearing of internal venereal fymptoms;
and more fo thatof the external onesis another, nor unequivocal
fign, that the mércury has exerted its adtion upoa the venereal
virus. If venereal ulcers which arof€ from an infeéred mafs be=
gin to mend or heal, if pains or tophufes of the bones begin té
difappéar, &c. under the ufe of mercury, weare fureof its hav=
ing removed the effects of the venereal poifon ; but'we are not
yer fure of its having eradicated entirely every particle ¢F thaF
poifon prefent in the body. For this purpofe, we ought tote -~
tinue the fame tfe of mercury for a fertnight or three WES e
ter all the venereal {ywptoms have entirely difapge, .j . &
then we may be gencrally pretty confident that dur ‘Zdtient 135 “‘n 0

5 . 5 I 3=
dically cured of the diforder. I have obfS%ved jn fuyeral
patients who bore the internal ufe of mercurv extremely wif] :s
long as the difeafs took place; wl::reas, on the moment the ;;oj..

fori
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fon was eradicated, theybegan to naufeate it, which proved te
be the ftandardof their being radically cured.

But we muft carefully remark, that though the venereal poi-
fon had been perfeély eradicated from the mafs, -and therefore
thevenereal difeafe been radically cured, there occur ‘maily in-
ftances in pra&ice, where exoftofes, knots, or fwellings of the
booes, owing their origin to the venereal poifon continue, how=
ever, all the life through, without any bad confequences; a
caries of the bones will often remain, till nature herfelf or aflift-
ed by art has made the exfoliation. Venereal excrefcences re-
maining after a mercurial courfe areto be looked wpon as local
complaints, and to be removed by local remedies. It bas been a
general obfervation, and I havefeen it confirmed im feveral in=
flances, that the venereal difeafe yields eafier to a good treatment
in warm and dry climates and féafons, than in cold and damp
ones. This is the real reafon that has rendered Montpelier {o fa-
rhous for curing the moft obftinate and confirmed lues. This is
likewife the reafon that people, who are not cured of venereal
complaints at Peter{burgh, or Stockholm, &¢. are fometimes cu-
red when they goto Italy or Portugal ; and for the fame reafon,
they can bear fometimes mercury there without the leaft incon-
venience, till they are perfectly cured, when they could fcarcely
bear a few grainsof itin coldor wet countries, withour falling
into an immediate falivation. - I have feen feveral firiking in=-
frances of this kind. This does not arife from peculiar balfamie
particlesin the air of the fouth of France, Italy, or Portugal;
nor from any particular or fuperior skill of the phyficians at
Montpelier, above thofe of London, Stockholm, &c. as the pa-
tients often wrongly fuppofe ; but merely becaufe the atmof=
phere is dry and warm, and fometimes becaufe the formerly ne-
gleaful patient becomes now more careful, and pays more exa&
attention to the adviceof his phyfician and furgeon. A skilful
phyfician, however, will be able to put his patient, in any
country whatfoever, in a fituation which he finds neceffary for
curing this complaint, by putting him for fome weeks or montks
in an artificial climate as adequate and effeual for him as the na-
tural warm climate of Montpelier, Naples, or Lifbon.---One
other circumftance to be attended to is, that patients under a
mercurial cour(e fhould be told of the effe@ts of mercury on gold ;
fuchasrings, lace, watches, &c. By not attending to this par-
ticular, difagrecable difcoveries may [ometimes be made, which
female patients efpecially have reafonto a oid,

CHAP



OF MERCURIAL PREPARATIONS. g¢
@HE A PLa T X
On MERCURrAL PREPARATIONS in general,

EFORE I enter into the confideration of the different mercu-~
J rial preparations the reader will perhaps be pleafed to fee a
fynoptical view of all thofe- preparations ‘and compounds of
mercury hitherto invented. I therefore fubjoin the following ra=

ble:

TABLE of all the different Mercurial Prepara-
tions and Compofitiens hitherto known.,

& Preparation wherg the Mercury is [imply purified,
* Hydrargyrum purificatum.

Mercurius crudus purificatus afficinarum.

Argentum vivumrpurificatum. Pharm. Londen.

Angiise Quickfilver, crude purified mercury ;- Germanis,
Keines queckfilber ; Gallis, Mercure pure.

11, Preparations in which the Mercury is only civided. _
1. By gums or mucilages ; fuch asgum arabic, tragacanth, &c, _

* Hydrargyrum gummofum.
Mgrcurius gummofus of Plenck (the inventor).

ComPosSITA.
* Philule ex hydrargyro gumiofo:
Pilulz ex mercurio gummofo. Plenck. Pharm. Chir. ..
Solutio mercurialis gummofa. Ibid.
Mixtura mercurialis. Pharm. Nofcom. Sti Georgi.
Potio mercurialis, Difpenfatorii Novi Brunjwi:/f}i:‘.
Lac mercuriale. Plenck,”
*=Syrupus hydrargyri. Pharmac. Suec.

2. By refins or balfams ; fuch as turpertine, balfamum copais .
va, &c.

Hydrargyrum terebinthinatum, &c.

€CoMPOSITAY
* Pilule ex hydrargyro terebinthinates
Pilulz mercuriales. L.
Pilulz mercuriales laxantes, . &%
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Pilule mercuriales fialagogz. Pharm. Danic.
Inje@tio mercurialis.  Pharm. Edinb. pauperym.

3+ By fuet or vegetable oils ; fuch as hog’s-lard, goefe-fat,
~ orbutter of cocoanuts,

¥ Hydrargyrum unguinofum.

¥ Unguentum hydrargyri.
Unguentum ex hydrargyro ceeruleunm. E.
Unguentum mercuriale, feu unguentum Neopolitagum,
Pharmac. Aufiriaco-Previncialis. '

ComPOSITA.

a Unguentum cceruleum fortius. L.
Unguentum cceruleum mitiuse Lo
Unguentum mercuriale. Ds

b Caratum mercuriale. L.

g Emplaftrum mercuriale. . O.
Emplaftrum ex hydrargyro. E.
Emplaftrum ex gummi ammouiaco cum mercurio. Lg
Emplaftrum commune cum mercurio. L.
Emplaftrum de ranis, cum mercurio. 4.

4. By calcareous earth ; fuch as chalk, chelz cancrorum, &c.

Mercurius alkalifatus, E.
Pulvis mercuriaglis. G.

1. Preparations where the Mercury is calcined by heat and airs

* Hydrargyrum calcinatum.
Mercurius caicinatus. L. S.
Mercurius przcipitatus per fe. E.

ComPosiTA.
¥ Pilule ex hydrargyro calcinato.

Pilulz fyphiliticz.  Pharm. Nofoc.Sti Thomas
Pilulz ex mercurio calcinato. G.
Pilulz ex mercurio calcinato anodynz. G.

1V. Preparations where the Mercury is partly divided and parts
ly diffolved.

1. By fugar-candy, or faccharine compofitions ; fuch as con<
ferva rofarum, cyncfbati, &ec.

¥ Saccharum hydrargyratums C
Coms
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ComMPOSITA.
* Bolus ex hydrargyro faccharate.
Bolusceeruleus. Th,
Bolus mercurialis. G

2. By honey.
* Mel hydrargyratums

CoMPOSITA.
Pitule Athiopicz. E.
Filulz merculiales purgantes. E. Paup,
= Pilulz Bellofii,

3. Mercury combined with fulphur, (flowers of brimftone).

* Hydrargyrum f[ulphuratum.
a. By a fimple trituration or fufion.
* Hydrargyrum [ulphuratum nigrum.,
Arthiops mineraliss Q.
ComPoSITA.
Pulvis Ethiopicus. G.
b. By fublimation.
* Hydrargyrum fulphuratum rubrums
Cinnabaris facitia, feu artificialis, 0,

ComPpoSITA.,
Pulvis antilyflus Sinenfis. O.

Mercury combined with fulphur of antimony:

a. By fimple trituration.
# Sulphur antimonii hydrargyratum nigrim.
ZAthiops antimonialis. 0.

CoMPOSITA.
P“u]z IEthiOpiCE. Eu Do
b. By fublimation.
Sulphur antimonii hydrargyratum rubram.
Cinnabaris antimonii. ~Q,

CoMPoSITA.
Bolus Cinnabarinuss G.

§. Mercury combined with fulphur by precipitation,
[Seeforwardunder the Preparations with the Acid of Vitriolic.}

V.

e
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V. Preparations wherethe Mercury is reduced to the form of -
a metabite falt-or calx, by acids. ' '
1. Acid of fuet. 2. Acid of common falt. 3. Acid of -
fugar. 4. Acid of amber. §. Acid of arfenic. 6.
Acid of wood-forrel. 7. Acid cf phofphorus. 8. Acid
of vitriol. g. Acid of fugar of milk. 10. Acid of
tartar. 11. Acid of citron or lemon. 12. Acid of ni-
tre. 13. Acid of fluor mineral. 14. Acid of vinegar.
15. Acid of borax. 16, Acid of Berlin blue, 17.’
Aerial acid. ' e

1. Mercury combined with acid of fuet (acidum febi).
Hydrargyrum febinum.

2. Mercury combined with the muriatic acid ; or acid of com=_
mon {alt.

* a. Hydrargyrum muriatum.
By fublimation,

# Hydrargyrum muriatum fortius g or
by precipitation.
Mercyrius fublimatus corrofivus. Q.. ]
Mercurius fublimatus albus. 0. :
Metcurius corrofivus albus.  S. L.
Mercurius corrofivais via humida paratus. Mounet.

ComPoSITA,
Solutio fublimati fpirituofa of Van Swieten.

Solutio mercurii fublimati corrofivi. E.
Mixtura mercurialis. §.
Mercurius fublimatus folutus. G.

* Solutio hydrargyri faliti fortioris aquofa.
Pilulz e mercurio corrofivo albo. S.

Lotio [yphilitica flava, (lotio ex hydrargyro muriate.

" fortior:). “
Aqua phagedznica. O.
Liquor mercurialis, A.
Lotie mercurialis, Th.

: Solutia fublimati balfamica, Plenck.

2 Liquor ad condylomata.

Aqua coftica pro condolymatibus. Plenck.

b. Calx hydrargyri muriata ; i. e. the calx of mercury .
united with {ome muriatic acid. Ry

By fublimation.
v Hys

-
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* Hydrargyrut muriatun mitius. ‘
Mercurius dulcis (fublimatione paratus). O»
Mercurius dulcis fublimarus, L.

Calomel feu calemelas. L.
Aquila zlba.
Panacea mereurialis.
Merctirius 8ulcis Kinaris.  Schroeders

CoMPosITA.
Bdlus mercurizlis. E. 3
Bolus jalappz cum mercurio. Ibid,
Bolus rhei cum mercurio. Ibid. s
Pilulz calomelanos. G. :
Pilulz plummeris  E.. @t v
Pilulz alterantes plummeri.  Os
Pilula depurans.  Th.
Pulvis plummeri. O :
Pilulalz mercuriales purgantes. 4.
Pilulz catarrhales purgantes.« D.
Pilulz Jaxantes cum mercurio. Ibid.
Pulvis e fcammoni cum mereurio. T4,
Lotio [yphilitica nigra, (lotio ex hydrargyro muriate
mitiort).
Lotio mercurialis. G.

By precipiration.
a. From its folution in nitrous acid by common falt.

* Calx hydrargyri muriata Scheelii.
Mercurius precipitatus dulcis of Sc/eele, (the inventor)s

b. From its folution in muriatic acid by vegetable alkali,
Mercurius pracipitatus albus. L.

¢. From its foluticn in muriatic acid by mineral alkali.
Mercurius pracipitatus albus. A.

d. From its folution in muriatic acid by volatile alkali,
Mercurius pracipitatatus albus, E.

e. From irs folution in muriatic acid by copper.
Mercurius precipitatus veridis. E.
f. Dr. Ward’s white drop, or mercury precipitated from

its folurion in nitrous acid and re-diffolyed by fzi
ammoniac.

CosposiTA. ; o
: Unguentym ¢ mercurio pracipitato, L fics
Feld



88 OF MERCURIAL PREPARATIONS
Linimentum mercuriale. E. Paup.

3. With the acid of fugar. ‘
Hydrargyrum faccharatum. Bergmans

4. With the acid of amber.
Hydrargyrum fuccinatum. Bergmar.

§. With the acid of arfenic.
Hydrargyrum arfenicatutn. Bergman.

6. With the acid of wood-forrel, (oxa;lis acetofella Lianzi,)
Hydrargyrum oxalinum. Bergman.

7. With phofp‘ho*ri“c atide o :
Hydrargyrum phofphoratum. Bergran.

By precipitation from its folution in the nitrous acid by,
recent urine. :
Rofa mineralis. 0.

8. With thevitriolicacid.
* a Hydrargyrum vitriolatum.

Vitriolum mercurii. Q-

: Oleum mercurii. O. ; :

B. Calx hydrargyri witriolata (flava)s
Turpethum minerale. O.
Mercurius emeticus flavus, L.
Mercurius flavus. E. ,
Mercurius pracipitatus luteus. D
Turpethum nigrum. O.

&. Mercury precipitated from its folution in nitrous scid
by hepar {ulphuris or hepar calcis.

Mercurius pracipitatus niger. Os

9: With theacid of fugar of milk:
1o. With the acid of rartar:
a. Hydrargyrum tartarifatum. Bergiman:

b. With purified tartar,lcommonly called cream of tartary
(veg. alkali fuperfaturated with the acid of tartar).
* Tartarus hydrargyratus.
Terre feuilletee mercurielle of Dr. Preffavin, (the
inventor).
¢: Mercury precipitated from its folution in nitrous
acid, by the acid of tartar;

? Galx
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» Calx hydrargyrl tartarifata flavas valgo, Pulvis Con-
ftantinus.
d. Mercury precipitated fromits folution in muriatic and
. tartarous acid by fixad vegetable alkali.
* Calx hydrargyri tartarifata alba; vulgo, Pulvis argen=
teus, , ?

“T'1. With the acid of citron.
Hydrargyrum citratrum. Bérgman.

*22. With the acid of nitre.
* Hydrargyrum 'nitratunt,
A, Simply diffolved.

* Acidum nitri Lydrargyratuit.
Solu io mcrcurit. E.

ComposiTA, . . SRR f
Unguentu citrinum.  E. 4. SV

B. Evaporated and calcined by fire.

* Calx Hydrargyri nitrati Fibra.
Mercurius corrofivus ruber. L.Es
Mercurius precipitatus ruber. 0.
Pulvis principis. OC.
Mercurius corallinus. L. '
Mercurius tricolor.  O.
Panacea marcurii. 0. O.
Arcanum corallinum.
Panacea mercurii fubra. 0.

‘ComPosiTA. ;

- Balfamus mercurialis.  Plenck.
Unguentum ophthalmicum. St Yves,
Balfamum ophthalmicum rubrum. D
Unguentum precipiratum.  G.
Ubguentum ad lippitudinem. .
Ungusntum merchriale rubrum. D.
Unguentiim pomatum rubram.  D.

2 Y @ p te & Ay v, 3 . - F 3N .
. Precipitated from its folution in nitrous acid.

a. By volatile alkali. ¥

* Hydrargyram nitratum cinereums.
Pulvis mercurii cinereus, E»

b Tuspethum album. O,
M

Merowsiug
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Mercurius pracipitatus dulcis, 0.

K OMPOSIT Avyigia i
Vegetable fyrup.
Syrup de Bellet. \

b By vinous volatile a!kah, ( fpmtus fahs ammoniacivi=
nofus.)

Turpethum nigrum.,
Mercurius pracipitatus niger.

c. By figt vegetable alkali. 4 ]
Mercitius pracipitatus fufcus, Wurtzs

d. By copper. ¢
’ "Mercurias pracipitatus viridis. B.

13, With the acid of fpar, (fluor mineralis. )

Hydrar dgyrum fluoratum. Bergmarn.
13, Withthe acid of vinegar.

* Hydrargyrum acetatum. - Bergmari.

CoMPOSITA.
Troches 61 pills of Keyfer

15. W ith the acid of borax. ¢ :
Hydrargy rum boraxatum. Bei‘gmaii‘.

16. With the acid of Berlin blue.

r7. With the aerial acid, (fxtair.)
Hydrargyrum aeratum.  Bergman.

MosT of the different mercurial préparations mentioned in the -
foregoing tablé, have been recommended at different. times, by
different chemifts and pra&itioners, for curing the venereal dif=
eafe. We fhall confine ourfelves to the confideration of thofe
marked with an afterisk, fince they are principally employed
now, which fiave cither maintained their reputation from their
firlt introduétion into pra&ice, or which were difcovered in out

1imes, and feem to poflefs fuch qualities as will entitle them to
the fame predicament,

They are fhortly as follow :

Mercury in its crude flate rubbed down, or, as it is common<
iy called, ext znfruj’m{ or killed, with fat or oils, with gim ara=
bic, turpentine, «)ufu\u of rofes, &c.~--In a ‘more diffolved
Hare triturated with {ugar-candy, whxch I think properly called

Jacchartin
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faccharum hydrargyratum.---United with fulphur under the
name of cinnabar, for fumigations.--~The metal calcived by it-
felf, and thence called hydrargyrum calcinatum. =~

“Mercury diflolved by different aeids, and united with them.
into a metallic-falt, or precipitated from them in the form of a
more or lefs acrid calx. Such,

“With the muriatic’ acid: The corrofive fublimate, which
gave in the table the more adequate name of Aydrargyrum muri-
atum fortius, in order to diftinguith it as well from calomel or
mercurius dulcis, which I called ‘Aydrargyrum muriarum miti=
us ; asfrom the mercurius dulcis prepared by precipitation, ac-
cording to the invention of Mr. Scheele, which [ named calx iy~
drargyri muriata Scheelii.- "~~~ 3 ' !

- With'the acid of vitriol : The turpeth mineral, or mercurius,
emeticus, or praeipitatus flavusy*(ca/xc hydrargyri vitriolata).

‘With the acid of tartar: The Aydrargyrum tartarifatun,,
which oughtto be diftinguithed from what I' call the Tartarus
hydrargyratus, or terre fcuillettee mercurielle of Dr. Preflavin

~ of Paris, which is a combination of mercyry with purified tar-
tar, (cream of tartar). j o ; i

~ With the acid of nitre : The Aydrargyrum nitratumin a dilu-
ted fimple folution, or in a more folid form, asin the [yrup de
Bellet and unguentum citrinum.. The pulvis mercurii cincreus
of. the new Edisburgh Pharmacopceia 5 where the mercury dif-
folved in nitrous acid is precipitatéd by velatile alkali, however,
not. quite deprived of the acid, and therefore properly called hy=
drargyrum nitratum cinerenm. Dr. Ward’s white drop, whire
the mercury diffolved in the fame acid is precipitated and re-dif-
folved by means of fal ammoniac. The Aydrargyrum nitratun
rubrum, improperly called red precipitate, where the metal afs
ter being diffelved in thisacid, is expofed to a certain degree of
fire, whereby it -acquiresthe colour. And laftly, ~°

With the acid of vinegar : Hydrargyrum acetatum, knowa
under the name of Keyfer’s pills, or troches ; where the mercu—
ry after having undergone a Iong-continued trituration, is there=
by fitted to unite with this acid. - BEN2 g B 4

‘All thefe different preparations are applied _in various forms,
fuch as powders, pills, bolufes, folutions, lotions, injettions,
ointments, &c. fome of them for external, but by far the great-
eft number for internal ufe. It general, it is to be obferved,
that all faline mercurial preparationsare the falcrand beteer thg
more finely they are levigated, J '

C.H A Py
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On MERCURIAL PREPARATIONS in garticylan,

I. On MeErRcuriAL FRICTIONS.,

OF all the different methods hitherto difcovered for curing the.
venereal difeafe, that by mercurial fri&ions is perhaps the.
moft efficacious, as well as the fafeft and mildeft. The appli--
gation of mercury in this way, however, as indeed the ufe of
mercurials in general, requires often confiderable skill, and at-
tention on the part of the praétitioner, as well as a very firig:
compliance and obfervation of regimen on that of the parient,,
ia order to produce the defired effeét in the fpeedieft manner.---=~
Such is the difference of confiivutions, that fome perfons will be
more affetted by a few frictions than others, feemingly in the ve-.
1y fame circumflances, by twenty or thirty : and if more mer-
cuty is rubbed on the former with a view to increafe the- effeét)
irfiead of this, we run the risk of bringing on very dilagreeable.”
fymptoms, fuch as falivation, vertigo, feverith heat, trembling
of the extremities, and chronic violent painms in the articulati,.
o1s.

When fri@ions have their proper effe@, the ufe of them is not
atrended with any bad fymptoms ; the patient is eafily cured-
without fuffering much in the time, or without finding himfeif
much weakened afterwards.---Moft people have their {ymp-.
toms in fome meafure relieved by four or fix friéions ; though,
fometimes fourteen or fifteen are required to produce this effect.

The mercury employed for this purpofe ought to be very
pure ; and as pra&itioners cannot be affured of the purity of
what isfold in the fhops, they ought to purify it themfelyes.—-=
Moftof our mecrcury comes from Idria, and paffes ‘thiough the
hands of the Dutch, by whom it is not unfrequently adulterated:
swith heterogencous fubfiances, without any diminution of its
fluidity or metallic fplendor : bur no phyfician who has the
fafery of his patignt at heart ought ever to employ quickfilver,
either externally or internally, without a certainty of its being
perfeétly pure ; for, by making ufe of the metal in an impure
ftate, he may not only be difappointed in the effe@s he cxpe&ed,,
but it may prove hurtful to the patient.

This being the cafe, the reader, I hope, will excufe the fol«
dowing digreflion : 2

Remarks upon the Adulicration and Purification of Merc‘ury._

v Quickfilver is found in mines, cither native, in which flate it
. is
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is.called mercurius vergineus ; or mineralifed, when it obtains.
the name of ore, from which it is afterwards feparated by dif-.
tillation. '

The ores of mercury are of different kinds and forms, “The.
native cinnabar,- however, is.the kind which contains the grgats.
eft quantity of quickfilver. Although many recommend the na=
tive cinnabar-for a remedy, it is a matter of fa&, that it is of=
ten impure from admixed heterogencous particles. It is, there=
fore, running arisk to employ native,cinnabar, efpecially for.
internal ufe. Thoughit is fometimes more beautiful in its co~
four than theartificial, we may always depend with more fafety.
ypon the latter, if itbe only wel] prepared.

The mercury being in the cinnibar, or cther ores of mercury,
generally mineralifed by fulphur, or ar leafl congealed under it,

“the procefs to feparate it from the fylphur confifis berein, thatra

* fubRtance be ‘united wirh mercurial ores which has a greater af-

finity with the fulphur than with mercuvy ; fuch fubftances, for
example, are alkaline falts, calcareous earth, iron, fcoria ferri,
&c. If, therefore, one or other of the juft meniioned fubflances
(of which, however, always the cheapeft is chofen). be mixed

~ with the ore of mercury, and expofed to diftillation, this fub-

N

flance will unite with the fulphuz, aod the quickfilver, being
thereby fet at liberty, will go over, in its merallic ftate, in the
form of vapoursinto the recipient.

A bad cuftom has, alas! arifen from interefled morives, viz.
to adulterate mercury with lead, with which it readily uuites.
This adulteration is accomplifhed the more eafily, if combined
with fome bifmuth ; becaufe the amalpam thus produced is
much more fluid, and retains much better the megallic filvery
fplendor of mercury. It is thence evident, that the colour and
fplendor of quickfilver are not always certain chara@erifitcs of
its purity ; and the purification of merctry, by preffing it thio’
a leather bag, is by no means to be depended upon, becaufe the
amalgam made of quickfilver, lead, and bifmudh, is often fo per-
fc&, that though even the fourth part of the whole mafls conflils
of lead and bifmuth, very little however of thefe heterogencous
fubftances will remain behind in the leather bag.

The only fure means to purify quickfilver is diftillation ; for
which parpofe, fome think, iron veflels are beft fitted, iron be-
ing the only metal whofe union mercury refufes, and thers be-
ing no fear thatiron veffcls are deftroyed by the procefs as there
is with regard to thofe made of glafs. To make ufe of iron vef-
fels is the more advifeable, becaufe the mercury expands very
much during the operation, by which means glafs veficls are
eafily broken. The higher mercury may be driven before it de-
fcends again, the betteritis, becaufeby thefe means the particles
of lead cannot fo eafily be carrigd with it. The veffel for this

operas
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aperaticn may, be an Iron pot, with a feng irop neck like thebar~_
sel of 2 musker.  But in order to condenfe the better and eafier,
the mercury rifing io the form of vgpours, the end of that tube
Bended dewnwards, fhould be immerfed in vinegar one or twq_
tmches deep.  All the mercury is, by this method, not only ob-_
sained without lofs, and the operator is expofed to, no danger,
bur the rifing mercury will be alfo perfedly freed and puriﬁcé_ |
fyom alk particles of lead and bifmuth which might poffibly have
gone over with it, the quickfilver being infoluble in it.” The
chara&ers, therefore, océ pure quickfilver, are : 1. That it forms
‘globfles when poured upon wood, which always rerain_a fphe=
#pcal form, and never are drawn into length like a thread or line.
2. Tlar it be not covered with a cuticle, but be thining, 3. Thag
when subbed with water, the water become blackifh or foul.
4. Vinegar rubbed or digefled ‘with it, fould net acquire a
fuwcer tafte. g, Put in an irgn fpconover the firg, it mufteva-
porate entirely without leaving any thing behind. :
 The mercurial ointment is generally prepared by extinguifh=_
ing, or, as itis commonly called, Ailling the mercury withhogs=
¥ard and turpentine.  The preparation of the ointment in this
mannet is very exceptionable 3 it will fopn produce, in mang
wesfons wholt skin 1s tender, puftles of an inflammatory kind,
vehich are very painful, and prevent the continuation of the fric<
tions.~w-A more propes method therefore of preparing mercurial .
ointment for this purpole, is by triturating the purified metal .
with frefh hogs-lasd, repeatedly wafhed and cleaned for feveral
. days with pure water, without the addition of any turpenting,
“The tricuration of the ointment muft be continued for two hours,,
even aficr all the globules of mercury havedifappeared, inorder -
o be certain of the moft perfe@ divifion. It muft then be kept.
ia a cold place, not only to avoid its growing rancid, but alfo
to prevent its melting, which would produce a feparation and
fubfequent precipiration of the metal from the hogs-lard to the
bottom of the veffel. '
Bur, notwithitanding this precaution, we very often meet
with patients whofe skin feems to be fo extremely irritable, thag
they will not bear the application of the ointmest even when
prepared according to the method juR mentioned. The great
propenfity of the hog¥s-lard to grow ravcid, efpecially in hot
feafons and warm climates, contributesgreatly to occafion this
stoublefome irritability. In fuch circumftances it will be pso-
per either to mix with the above cintment, a fmall quantity of
the eintment of liquorice recently prepared, or t@ prepare the
oinrment entirely of mercury, and the butyraceous oil obtained
from cocoa-nuts by boiling them in water ; orto make ufe, in-
ficad of ointment, of quickfilyer divided by the mucilage of gem
arabic, Thus, indecd, the procefs is xendered mang troublefome
and.
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Yand expenfive ; but the praditiones who wifhesto render the cuxe
“ealy and'agreeable to his patient, ‘will readily {ubmir 0 inceme
“veniencies of thiskind, AR AT : ,
" By this method we miy effetually prevent the pruritus and
pultules proceeding from any of the caufes above meationed, ef-
“pecially ifat the fame time the place where the ointment is to be
rubbed in be previoufly thaved, and roo harfh rubbing, with ehe
“handin the beginning be avoided. For fometimes {uch pufiules
feem to originate from the Rair being violently thoved ia oppofiza
“dire&ions, which, by thele means, will be ealily prevened.
- The principal obje&s after the #pplication of mercurial fife~
tions has been fixed upon, ought to be, “ifi, to difpofe the plce
“Fnto which the ointment is to be rubbed for the ablorption of the
‘mercury 5 and, 2dly, To difpofe the furface of the boly re
*‘tranfmit the metul through its péres, after it has produced ehe
efired effeGs in the fyftem, as {peedily as poflible, and whus
“prevent falivating, purging, or/its {ercling in the bones.or any
“of the cavities of the body. For thefe puspofes, itwill be al-
ways advifezble to prefcribe, before we begin the frictions, &
“purgarive, and to order the patient to {it in a warm bath madeof
Foftr water, and of about 86 degrees of Fahrenhcit’s thermomersr
for the fpace of half an hour ot an hout. After he has beeniia iz
for a Guatter of an‘hout, ‘he muflt be rubbed all over wirh @
‘Befa brufh, or a piece of flannél aad foap, to clcan'thSskin, avdl
adapt it the better ro the purpofes above-mentioned. . Thisiste
“be done, if no particilar circamfance forbids, the day before, at
~ “on the very day that the friction is begun; 2nd to be repearad
* ‘once or'twice a-week afterwards, diriag the whole time e i
‘afing thefriGions. , _ .
The fame evening, or the day aftcr, having made ufe of the
‘warm bath, ‘the patient fhould begin the fricion, rubbing ficum
‘the outfide or infide of his thigh or leg, before he goes 10 bed, &
“drachm of the mercurial cinzment prépared 2s alove direfted s
The friction isto be performed by the'fire fide in wiarer, and ks
rubbing muft be continued gently for half an hour 6r an hoy
2ill the whole ‘be rubbed The The part fmult then be covaradl
“with 2 piece of linen faftened with a bandage ; or ‘the patig
‘muft puten apdir of drawers, or 4 pair of Rockings if tke fuitiion
has been made on theleg. The fame bandage, &c. may fawe
for the whole timie, being applied only. to kéep the fhirts zid
“bed-finen from being fulfied and growing black from the G~
fmenr. Before each new opéraiion, the greale and Blackndls
‘ought to be twell dlearfed or wathed off wiih (oap and warm-wwae
ger. The friftion isbeft made by the patient with his owa hend,
Bt to far peoplé, or the female féx, this operation may prove
irefome, in which cale a fervant fhovld be infiruGed how o &b
g, putring on ¥ glove pyde of 2 loft Hog’s bladder or :;’i’]» ':f:fi
M S 2
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I would not advife any perfon ro-ferform this operation for ans=
‘ther without putting on fuch a glove, becaufe I have feen in=
ftances of 2 {alivation béing broughton in fome afliftants by rub=
bing in the mercurial ointtent with their naked hand. Befides,
we cannot be cerrain how much ointment is rubbed into the pa=
‘tient, when part of it is ablorbad into the fervant’s hand.

After the firfi friction, we mult attentively 6bferve whethér the
mercury o¢cafiods any irregularityjn the body ; and if it does,
it muft be omitted for tiwo days, care being raken to obfefve the
fame regimen, that the patient is well cloathed, and that he
keep within doors, efpecially ina cold {eafon or cold climate.,

If, after twodays, the patient fhould perceive no difagree~
able fymproms, the fecond friétion muft be made in the fame
‘manncr as thefirft. The next day he muft leave it off again ; and
if he then finds no ill effeé@s from it, the friGions may be continu~
ed every day, either morning or eévening, Without intérmiffion,
unlels fome accident intervene. However, the place of rubbing
muft be changed every day, or every other day, in order to avoid
Grrirating the skin, and to prevent puftules arifing upon i, If,

Jafter five or fix friions, we find that the parienc’s conftitution
will bear the mercury, and that he has no fever, diarrheea, fali-
‘wation, or immoderate fweating, we may rub in at every fric~
“gion two drachms of the ointment, efpecially if the fymproms
beobftinate, . ; : i
~ In this fituation, when the weatheris Wwarm, or indeed unlefs
it be fevertly cold aad damp, the patient may go out. every day
during the fri&ions, provided he be warmly cloathed, and avoid
‘the cold wind, andefpecially the nightair. But he muft care-
fully guard againft checking perfpiration ; and therefore, if the
weather is cold and moift, he fhould rather keep at home in 2
tvarm room, and (hun as much as poflible every inconvenience
from cold. In a fevere feafon he fhould wear fannel flocking®
and a fiansel waiftcoat, according to circumfianses, either over
‘or under the fhirt, 8 :
 »During all this time, however, we muft if poflible ufe the
Wwarm bath, as already direéied, once or twice a week ; pro=
‘ceeding in thismanner until the patient’s health be peifecly re=
eftablithed, which will be wich joor 35 fritions, if the foft parts
only have been affe@ed : but if the difeafe has been confirmed
or of a long ftanding, fo._thatthe bones are affected, 50, 6¢, or 7;
frictions will be ablolurely neceffary to make a perfeét and radi-
ezl cure ;5 though this, no doubt, will vary, according tothe
conftirution of the patient. . )

It muft here be remarked, as an obfervation of great confes
guence both to the phyfician and patient, that the ceflation of
the{ymptroms Is never to. be looked upon as demonftrating a_ra-
®ical cure. This we ought to tell our patients in the beginn_'m,i;,'

gt ; efpecially,
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i'éfpetia'lly if they be of the female fex, that to alleviatethe pain
or abate the fymptoms of the diforder, and to deftroy and eradi-
“cate entirely the venereal poifon from the body, are two very
‘different things. Thg former may often be accomplithed in threg
.or four days by avery few frictions whéreas the latter will
fometimes require as many months. The fame thing willfome=
times happen in this refpect when weleave off the frictions as
foon as the fymproms difappear, as when we Jeave off the Peru-
vian bark in dgues as foon as the feber is gone 3 the tever foon
reiurns again, although perhaps with a different type ; but con-
tinuing thebatk for a leager time, we arefure of a perfea cure,
and ne2d not be in the lcaft afraid of @ relapfe. ;
.- We muft therefor; foi the fafsty of our patients continue the
ufle of mercury for two or three weeks, orat lealt ten days, af-
ger the . fyphilitic fymnproms hive perfeély difappeared ; butirt ig
here where the praditioner muft give proof of his jidgment and
expericnce, faae S e e R ey
.. When the patient, during the fiidions, or otherwifc ufing
mercury, perceives his gums begin to fwell, his breath to {mell
difagreeable, his throat to become painful in the infide, or when
he fpits oftener than ufual, the ufe of mercury is immediately
to be left, off until thefe fymptoms difappeat, when we.may go
on with it again ¢ bat I think it cligiblg to go on with the fric-
tions, if the patient can. otherwile bear them, pretty briskly,
patil the mouth be a little .affcited ; becaufe thus we are certain
that the frictions have hdd their proper effedt, and that the mercu-
1y has bezn abforbed into the {y ftem’ O s
o The generality of patients, as has been already mentioned, find
fome relief afterafew frictions ; bur rherg are fome, efpecially
thofe who have the bones affeéted with tophus, caries, %c. in
whom no remiffion ¢f the fymptoms takes place till afrer four=
teen or twenty frictions ; and fometimes in thisitare of the dif=
gafe, fevenreen ounces of mercurial ointment will be requifite to
make a perfe& cure. .. . .. L, ki g e
~In all fuch cafes we muft endeavour to make the mercury go
off by perfpiration ; but profufe fweating ought not to be encou-
raged, left it thould weaken the patient, ot bring on a confurmpti=
on, efpecially in fuch as are cachetic, or of a thin habit of
body. Where we find the body naturally difpofzd to falivation,
we ought to be very cautious how we proceed. hy}_h:s cafe
the patient fhould, efpecially in bad weather, keep within doors,
in a m oderate. warm room, without being too much covered,
" particularly on his head or neck. The proper temperature of
the room in winter is betwixt the #5th and 78th degrefs of Fah=
renheit’s thermomet:r. But in fine dry weather, 1 fould cven
advife him 1o go abroad ; for I bave tound, 1 many mﬁan‘chei:.
. thay
N
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that the enjoyment of purefree air contributes rather to prevest
4 falivation. In warm feafons-or climares fuch precautions are
unnec:flary. If the paticnt be weak, thé Peruvian bark may
be given with advantage, ‘from a fcruple to -a drachm, in milk
drwine, every morning or evening.

By thale means T'have genérally fucceeded®in preventing ' the
above meationed bad effects of the mercury, as profule fweats,
falivation, <and its runoing off by flool : in the firft cafe it hap-
pens much the fame as when, byan imprudent management, a
falivation is raifed ; the mercury then, though abfosbed into
the fyftzm, feemsto run off by th:falivary glands, as haftily as
it isgiven, without performing thofe falutary efcésin the body,
neceffary for eradicating the venereal poifon, and perfe@ing a
cure. "In thelatter, when a'purging is occafioned by medicines
of this kind, their ablorption from the inteftines is preveated, and
they do little or nothing againft the difeafe. 1 have feen feveral
watieats treated in this manner, who, after taking mercery for
fix or eight weeks, which kept them all that time in a continual
diarrheea, were nearly in the fame flate at the end of the courfs,
as they had been art the beginning.

II. On MErcURIAL FPuMIGATIONS.

1 mave little to fay on this fubje®.  Mercurial fumigations
are now-a-days no more.in ufe for curing the lues, bur prove
often a moft effectual remedy againft local venersal complaints.
The cinnabar is for this purpole to be put upon live coals, and
the rifing {moke to'be conveyed by means of a proper tube to the
part affected. : i
III. Or SAL1iNE and other MERCURIAL .PRE-

' PARATIONS.

The hydrarcyrum gummofum, (or mercurius gummofus), as a
mild marcurial preparation, in which the crude metal is divided
by means of gum arabic. Mr. Plenck, the inventor of this pre-
paration, firft preferibed it diluted with water, in the form of a
mixrure ; barthis form being found inconvenient on account of
the mercury not remaining properly fufpended, he propofed,
fome rime ago, to make it into the form of pills. 'He for this
purpole orders, of well purified quickfilver, rwo drachms, to be
triturated with rhree drachms of powdered gum arabie, and ‘a
fufficient quanticy of conferve of hips, in a marble mortar, till
the mercury hasdifappeared ; then, after continuing the tritu-
ration foran hourlonger, the mafs to be mixed with half an
ounce of crumb of white bread, and then to be formed into pills

ok
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of three grains each, of which the patient is to take fix each
morning, and fix everyevening. . This form is undoubredly lefs
exceprionable, but ftill liable to another inconvenience, which
is, that thefe pills, like all ghofe made with. crumb of bread,
when kept for alength of 1ime, grow fo hard, that.they fre-
quently pafs the fiomach unciffolved, and are evacuated by fioal
in the fame globular form they were taken. . This objeion, in-
deed, cannogbe made‘to them, if they are prepared frefh every
fecond or .third day ; and, in that cafe, they will be found 2
very valuable acquifition for our pharmacopeeia fyphilitica.-~~
A bolus made from five to ten grains of quickfilver, extinguifhed
“by a fufficient _quantity of the conferve of rofes, or confettio
cardiaca, &c. will, according to circumflances, ferve for the
fame purpofe. . .

‘Mercury divided by means of fome balfam, would be 2 very
acceptable and ufeful medicine in different cafes. An atrempt of
the kin¥l has been made in the pilulz ex hydrargyro terebenthina-
to, where one ounce of quickfilver is united with 4 drachm and
a half of turpentine ; but befides that the divifion is extremely
tedious, which indeed might be obviated by .adding fome drops
of the oil of turpentine, this.compofition is, like all {alire mer-
‘curial preparations, fometimes very aptto excite griping and
purging. This is undoubtedly owing to the quality of turpen— -
tine ; thebeft fort fhould be chofen for this purpefe, and, aca .
cording te circumftances, inftead of the turpentine, the baliam
of Gilead, orbalfamum Canadenfe, united with fome vegetable .,
powder, might be tried ; and thus a pill of five or f{even grains .
be given every evening. .

The faccharum hydrargyrautm, or quickfilver triturated with |
twice or three times its weight of fugar-candy, is, in many in- .
ftances, a moft'excellent medicine, as well for internal as exter-,
nal ufe. Irs dofe interrally isfrom four to eight graiss.a day, .
in theform of powders, pills, or troches. '

‘The hydrargyrum calcinatum, oc calcined” mercury, I have
conftantly found to be apt to excite gripings. This may be in. .
fome refpeét avoided,gby giving half a grainof it withagrainof .
opium every night in the form of a pill.

The hydrargyrum acetaium, known by-the namg of Keyfer's
pills or troches, has of late made a great noife in France. It has
been recommended as the fafeft and beft medicine for curing ve-
nereal complaints, even of the moft obfiinate and inveterate kind,
without ever occafioning a falivation, qr producing any of thofe
bad {fymptoms which fometimes attend the vfe of other mercuri=-
als. Time and experience, however, have thewn that this rea
medy fometimes proves incffe@tual in removing the complaints,,
and in many inflances produced the bad {ymptoms attending-
other mercurials. Mercury, indeed, aslong as fi retaigs its

: e
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ture, cerrainly willfalivate or purge, if given imprudently, or if,
the patients c¢ not take proper care of themfelves.  Befides, a-
mong 3 varicty of patients, fome will certainly be met with
where this medicine proves not fo efficacious as Hhas been pre-'
tended. Every phylfician who hasthad fome pra¢tice in venereal.
complaints, muft have met with cafes Where one mercurial pre=’
patation has procuced lite or no " cffe@, whilft another, tried
afterwards, fucceeded beyond expeéiation. ~Thefe cafes we are’
not abl¢ to account for ;' nor do we as yet know she nature of
the human ' body fufficiently to forfee them a priori. Keyfer's
pills arc a' faline mercurial preparation, where the mercury is’
firfl divided by a long continued trituration, and then diflolved,
in vinegar. Hence, like all other mercurial prepararions, it may
fometimes produce very good cffcéts, and perfedly cure the dif=
eafe; whillt, in other inflances, it may prove lefs ufeful, or
évenphurthuds T LR T RS A
“The hydrargyrum tartorifatum, we call. a combiration of,
mercury with fimple acid of tartar, in order to diftinguifh it
from the Tartarus hydrargyratus, an invention of Dr. Preflavip
at Payis, who gave it the uame of terre feuilletee mercurielle.~-=
This larter preparation being a combination of mercury with pus
7ifi.d tarrar, or cream of tartar, which is a middle falt compound -
of ‘vegerable alkali, fupurfaturated with theacid of tartar. Both
thele preparations are nearly of a fimilar rature with the former,
though perhaps, it fomcrefpeéts, preferable toir. = :
The hydrargy rum nitratum, or mercury united with nitrous
acid, has been employed in different forms and prcparations in-’
rernally ‘and exrernally.  For exterral ufe the foldtion diluted.
with warer has been made ufe of as awafh, and is a very good '
medicine for fhancres, &c. The fame folution made with one
ounce of quickfilver to three ounces of nirrous  acid, and while
yet warm united with a pound of hog’s lard by a careful tritura~
tion, 'yields. under the name of unguentuin citrizum, one of the
moft - ficacious r*medies I know ot for obflinate {yphilitic com-
jlaints of the skia,  The red precipitate. or Aydrargyrum ni=
tratum rubrum, prepared from thef{ame folution, expofed to fire
till if acquires the colour mentioned, is of % corrofive narure, and
therefore employed only in powder fprinkl:d upon venereal ul=-
cersas a cauflic. Forinternal ufe the hydrargyrum nitratum has
3 i SRt 8 35 ' bk ol been
b 9

5

% The hgdrargyrum acesatum, prepared by 2dding to 4 dutte’ foihoon I
mercury ir snitiows acid, Wfo'u ion of alkali vepetabile asetatuin (ful diuretia
cus), is'an irgenious prcparation inyented by Mr. Scott av Fdinburgh, and
perhaps prete.abletotha of Kevle: Trcertairly contains more merenry tha
hi:, becaufe metals can bedifiolved in acids only in propostion to the lofs of «
their phlogifion 5 and in the latter preparation, the mercury is move reduneed,
10 a calx by 1ts previnus uniion with the uwitrous acid.  Hence it is mors {olus
ble in the nitrous acid, as foon as the acid of nitre, ditengaged fiom the mea”
111 by the fixed vegetable alkali, leaves the fesmer at libeity to 48 uponit,
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Jeen commonly given from half a grain to a grain, in a quart of
any of the decoétions. But the Aydrargyrum nitratum cinereum,
gx the new Edinburgh Pharmacopeeia, called by itsinventor, Dr.’
Black, pulvis mercurii cinereus, is oue of the mildeft of the fa-
linc mercurial preparations, and may be given to the dofe of a
grain every evening, and occafionally alfo every morning, The'
following is the method of preparirg ir: Quickfilver, diluted”
acid of nitre, of each equal quaatities in wisght. After the
mercury is diffolyed, the folution is to be dilured with pure wa-
ter, and as much liquid volatile alkali (fpiritas falis ammania=
¢t) 1o be dropped into itas is fufexalcient for depriving the mercury
of the acid : afterwards the grey powder is to be walhed with
pure water and dried. —=~— The {yrup of Beller, (commonly
called vegetable [yrup) a celebrated compofition, theivgredi-
ents of which are kept fecter, is, as I was irformed by people
of authority in France, mercury precipitated from irs folurion_in
the acid of nitre by fixed vegetable alkali, and the precipitare af-
terwards diffolved in vitriolic ether mixed with fome agreeable,
fyrup. :
1 fhall now rake notice’of a preparation of mercury, firft re=
commended by the celebrated Baron Van Swieten,  This prepa-
. ¥ation is of the corrofive fublimate, (mercyrius Jublimatus cor=
refivus) ; or, as 1 would rather call it in the more acurate lan-
uage of chemifiry, the Aydrargyrum muriatum (fortius.)--==
Some years ago this medicine engaged the attention of all Furepe.
Byfome it Was_tecommencjed as.a moft excellent and. efficacious,
zemedy againft the moft ‘inveterate complaints, and worft flagcs
of the vemereal. difeafe, It was pazticularly recommended ia
eruptions on the skin, and in venereal affections of the bones ;
while others exclaimed againft it as being frequently produ&ive,
of the worft effe&ts without ever radically cusing the diflemper.
Both parties feem to have gone too far in praifing as well as -
blaming. Ibave feen cafes where this medicine has petfedly.
cured the moft inyeterate and obilinate venereal complaints s
while in others. I have found it produce effieés of the worft kind-,“'
fuch as Iofs of appetite, griping, purging, headach, fever,
anxiety, oppreffion of the breaft, and even {pitting of blood;
without curing, oreven appearing to have the leaft effeét on the,
‘difeafe. Butin general I have frequently obferved thatthis me-
dicine very foon mitigates the moft troublefome fymptoms of the
yenereal difeafe, wirhout eff:@ing a radical cure, cven after be~
ing applied for a very confiderable time ; and I am aptto think
now, that its great reputation arofe at firft from this property
of frequently alleviating {o remarkably the fymptoms:
Upon the whole, though it is certain that there are fome con-
flitutions which will never bear this violent medicine without
danger, yet, from fuch obfervations as I have been able to makg;.
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it feems probable; that the bad effe@ -atrributed to the corrofive-
fublimarc have fometimes arifen either from its improper prepara- -
tion, from an immoderate - dofe, or otherwife: from a defe& of .
pracical judgment in the phyfician or furgeon. Therefore, al--
though L never like toemploy violent remedies where I can ef- .
fect a cure with mild ones; yet it muftbe allowed, that, in prac--
tice, cafes will fometime wocur attended with fuch fymptoms .,
as require the ufe of the moft: powerful medicines;. if for no other
purpofe but for a {peedy.temporary relief.. In thefe cafes it
will fomerimes be higi ly advifeable to have recourfe to-the fubli= .
mate ; though it is probable to me, that fuch cafes are much lefs -
frequent than it is commonly. thought. But at any rate, the.
conititution of ‘the patient-muft be well confidered before we have .
recourfe to thismedicine: If he beofa firong habit of body; and .
his lungs healthy, we may fafely try- the fublimate, ufing the .
neceflary precautions with regard to its dofe and manner of ex- -
hibition : but I would never recommend it where the partient is:
of a weak, delicate, andirritable habit of body, or-if he has a.
{mall eheft, has had formerly an hzmoptyfis, or any pulmonary.
complaint ; for thefe perfons I. have always obferved to fuffer:
from the ufe of the fublimate: Scme indeed who were appa=.
rently of a firong conftirution, I have feenequally affe@ed by this.
remedy ; for which reafon it is always neceflary to be cautious:.
in the ufeof it. We eught never tob(;vgi‘n with more than a.
quartcr or atmoft half a graina day, difiolved in milk, barley-
water, or a decociion of {arfaparillas  When given in this man—-
ner, if the patient isa proper fubject for this medicine, it wiil:
not readily produce any bad orat leaft any dangerous confequen--
ces’; the lofs fo when adminiftered in a warm feafon, or in av
hot climate. Inufing the fublimate, it'ought befides always to.
be remembered, that we can never be too careful with regard to.
itschoice; and that with the utmoft care and atrention to the pre=-
paration of the fublimate, it is hardly ever poffible to obtain it:
of the fame degree of firength, even by fellowing always the ve--
ry {ameprocefs. In all cafes therefore the patient fhould be or=-
dered toleave it off immediately on perceiving any of the above -
mentioned bad fymptoms. Sometimes tt alfo occurs in the fhops:
adulterated with arfenic, which may bedifcovered when mixed -
with lime-water, in which cafe it will produce a black colour; .
whereas, if genuine, it yields with the fame an orange-celour=-
ed precipitate, to which we gave the name lotio fyphilitica fla=
va, if one drachm of {ublimate is added to one pound of lime-.
water. Its texture befides, if genuine, ought to be of aradiated”
appearance ; whereas the fame, if adulterated, has rather agra=
nulated one. %
The hydrargyrum muriatum mitius, orflill more properly the
calx hydrargyri muriata, commonly called calomel, mercurias
dulcis,,
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Sduleis, mercurius fubliinatus dulcis, Jpanacea mercurialis, agui=
la alba, &c. is a milder preparation than corrofive fublimate,
but ftill an acrid one, and thus very apt to produce gripings, and
to'run off by ftool. Befidss, as its manner of adting depends
'very much on the accuracy ofdts preparation, and othercircum-
ftances which we are not mafters of, its efficacy in curing the
lugs isnot much to be depended upon.  Indeed calomel isin dif-
fer:ﬂt,pountries, in different fhops in the fame country, nay even
in the fame thopssat different tiines, a very different medicine. On
this account, though it cannot be denied that many have been
.cured of the venereal difeale by this medicine, 1 never made ufe
of it internally but for a mercurialpurge, till of late when Mr.
Schecle, by a new method of preparing it via humida inferted in
the Acfa Stockholmz, has greatly removed all the objeétions this
‘medicine was formerly liableto. As it will, perhaps, be agree-
able to fome of my readcrs to be more exadly acquainted with
‘this latter procefs, 1 fhall inferr it here.
¢ Half a pound of quickfilver, and the fame quantity of pura
aquafortis, areto bz put inte a fmall veflel wich aloag neck, the
mouth of which s to be covered with paper. The veflel is then
*to be placed in a warm fand-bath ; and after a tew hours, when
the acid affords no figns of its acting any longer on the quickfilver,
the fire is to be increafed to fuch a degree that the {olution .may
nearly boil. This hcat is to be continued for three or four hours,
taking care to move the veflel from time to time, and at laft the
folution is to be fuffered to boil geatly for about a quarter of an
hour. In the mean while we are to diffolve four ounces and a
half of fine common falt in fix or eight piuts of water, This fo-
lution is to be pourad boiling intoa glals veflzl, in which the
above-mentioned folution of quickfilver is to be mixed with ir,
gradually, aad in a boiling ftate alfo, taking care to keep the
mixture in conftant motion., When the precipirate is fettled, the
clear liquor is ro be drained from it, after which iris to be re=-
peatedly wathed with hor water till it cealesto impart any tafte
tothe water, The precipitate obtained by this method is to be
filtered, and aftewards dried by a gentle heat.

‘“It might bz fuppofed, that when the nitrous acid ceales to
effervefce with the mercury, it is {aturated with it : but this is
far frombeing the cafe ; the acid, when the hcat is increafed,
being ftill able to diffolve a confiderable quantity of it ; wich this
difference, however, that the quickfilverat the beginning of the
procefs is calcined by theacid, but aferwards is diffolved by it
in a metallic form. In proof of this we may obferve, that not
only more elaflic vapour arifes, but alfo that by adding -either
fixed or volatile cauftic alkali we obtain a black precipitate,
whereas, when the folution contains only calcined quickﬁlv':t",
the precipitate becomes yellow by fuch ga aduiiion. If this

black
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black precipitare is gently diftilled, it rifes in the form of'quicf('p
filver, leaving 2 yellow powder, which is in fa& that part Jf
the mercury that in the begirning of the operation was calcined
by the nitrous acid. ; _ ‘ oIS RNE
¢ The boiling of the folution for about a quarter of an hour
js neceflary, i order to keep the hydrargyrum nitratim in a dif-
folved ftate, it being much difpofed to chryflalize ; in general,
fome of the mercury remains undiffolved ; but it is always' bet-
ter to take toomuch than too lictle of ir, befaufe the more
metallic fubftance the folution contains, the more mercurius
dulcis will be obtained. .
¢ It is neceflfary ro pour the mercwiial folution into the folu=
tion of falt by alittlear a time, and cautioufly, fo that no part
of the undiffolved quickfilvér may pafs along with it. Two
bunces of common {altare fufficient to precipitate all the mercu-
ty ; butthen it nfay cafily happen that fonie fuperfluous mercu=
rius corrofivus attaches itfelf o this precipirate, which the was
ter alone is incapabl: ot feparating completely. This is un-
doubtedly the reafon why mercurius precipiratus albus is always
corrofive. Ihave found thit common falt poffeffes the famé
quality as fal ammoniac, viz. that of diffolving a great quantity
of mercurius corrofivus. I therefore employ four ounces and a
half of common fakt inorder to get the mercurius corrofivus en-
tirely feparated. j _ g
" If wa confider the manner in which mercurius dulcis is ob=
fained in the dry way, By fublimation, we fhall not find it difs
ficult to give the rarionale of this new procefs. :
«¢ Mercurius corrofivus albus is a middle (ale; confiffing, as is
well known, of marine acid combined with calx of mercury.
This falt is capable of diffolving a good deal of quickfilver in a
metallic form ; but for this purpofe the moft minute particles of
each muft be reciprocally mixed. This happens, when by means
of heat they dreboth converted into vapour. The fame thing
occurs in the above-mentioned procefs. - The folution firft fpo-
en ot contains the calx mercurii and quickfilver divided into
the mofi minute particles. If to this folution we add maring
4cid, or, to (dve expence, common falt, the marine acid will
unite with the calx of mercury, and the refult ot this union
will be a true mercurius corrofivus albus ; and as the tolution
contains quickfilver in its merallic flate, this will immediately
atrra@ as much of the mercurius corrofivus as is neceffary to fa<
turate it, and by this means a real mercwius dulcis will be
produced, which, from its being infoluble, will be immediately
precipitared. : \
¢ The following faéts are proofs that this precipitate is a good
mercurius dulcis. 1, It is entirely tafielefs 2dly, I_have
fublimed it, and ¢xamined whatalcended in the beginning, h?in?f‘
Wihic!
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Which ought to have been corrofive, if the pretipitate had con~
tained 4ay thing of that nature, it being well known that mer-
curius corrofivus afcends{oongr than mercurius dulcis ; whereas,
through the whole of the fublimation, what drofe was a pure
mercurius dulcis, exaély like that which isobgained in the com—
mon manper. 3dly, I have mixed this precipitaté with, one
fourth part of quickfilver and fublimed it, upon 2 f{uppofition
that if it contained too much mercuiius cotrofivus it would be
able to. unite with more quickfilver ; but fo far was this from
being the cafe, that the quickf{ilver was not diminithed in wight
by the experiment. athly, Ttis known that cauftic alkalis and
ime-water givé mercurius dulcis 2 black colour. The fame
thing happened with mine.  The black colour isno other than
quickfilver divided into very fne parzicles. Sliedin . A4l
"% That the procefs 1 have been defcribing is fnore advantage-
ous than that which is ufually adepred, { cannot doubt ; bes
caufe, in the firft place, this mercurius dulcis cdn be prepared
withlefsdifficulty, with lefs expence, and without employing
¢corrofive fublimate. 2dly, As there canbe no dénger of its bes
ing in any degree eorrofive, provided it Ee fufiiciently edilcora
ted, it may always be gived with fafety. 4dly, Tleoperator is
siot expofed to that noxious duft which in the old method arifes
during the trituration of the corrofive fublimate and quickfilver,
athly,. This. is much finer than the common merctirius dulcis, it
being impofiible to_make the ldtrer equal 1o it in this refpedt;
jowever long it may be triturated.” = | e
_ Calomel thus prepared will prove excellent; not only for inter-
nal, but efpecially for extemnal ufe, either in powder, or fuf-
pended in fingple water or fome mucilaginous {olution 5 occafion=
ally alfo a drackmof it may bemixed with four ouncej of lime-
water, underthe name of lotio fyphilitica nigra, to ditinguifh it
from the lotio fyphilitica fava made with ¢orrofive filblimate and
lime-water. Calomel, when well prepared, muft give the lime-
Wwater a black colouf, ascorrofive {ublimate does a yellow. Dr.
Ward’s white drop proves, in fome cafes, & valuable medi-
cine, ; ;

The cdlx hydrargyri vitriolata, commonly called turpeth mis
fieral, or mércurits emeticus flavus, is a_medicine now very
litdle uled, excepr by thoie who think a mercurial vomit pre=
ferableto one of rarta emetic or ipecacuanhba, for civing 3
fwelled teicle drifing from a vercieal caufe. Soiie inftances
howevet 1 have feen, whete thismedicine, given daily in very
{mall dofes, effecually removed moft obRinate venereal complaints
of the skin. foo %

1 come laflly to {peak of 4 médicine, which, fome time ago,
dnd cven yet, is wade ufs ofby many for the cuze of Ihex lucs 3

. meaR
%
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¥ mean Plummer’s powder or pills 5 which, properly fpeeking,
afe not a mercurial preparation, but a mechanical mixture g%
mrercurius dulcis, and fulphur of antimony. I have already ob-
ferved, that mercurius duleis, when prepared by fublimation, is
a very different medicine in different countries and places ; that
it is therefore a medicine not td be depended upon ¢ for this rea=
16n, Inever would advife any perfon, aswell for his own fa-
tisfa&ion as that of his patient, to truft to Plummer’s pills for
curing the vencreal difeafe. Plummer Kas compounded the ca-
lomel with fulphur of Zntimony, probably for the purpofe
whiclRill fzéms to b expeited by thofe who make ufe of this
compofition, viz. by means of the fulphur to prevent frlivation,
and to dire@ the mercury to the skin, This feems efpecially to
bethe defign it cutancous eruptions of the venefeal kind. But
though ' this madicine may f{om:tim»s be effe&tual in removing
cataneous diforders, I muft, from my own experience, as well
as from that of feveral other unprejudiced praéitioners, pro=
nounce it a very improper one for curing a confirmed lues.. Re=
cated inftances indeed Have come undetr my obfervation, where
thefe pills haviig been taken for a confiderable time, have remo=
ved the fymptoms for a time, Without effe&ing a radical curey
which are to me fufficient reafons for thinking it an unfafe me-
dicing, and confequently thar no pra&itioner ought to- put con=
fidence in it for the cure of the lues, when he hasa fafer onein
his hands.

Whether crude metcury boiled with fimple water communt-
cates te ic fomething of its qualiries, and with what futcefs
fuch a decoction might be adminiftered for curing venereal com--
plaints, I am not able to fay. Ihavefeéen this decoéiion given
1o children affe@ed with worms, din different parts of the conti-
nent ; with what effe&, 1 had no opportunity to alcertain: but
I know of a dog in London who was radically cured of a. moft

~obflinate mange, for which a variety of medicines had been tried
it vain, from the ufe of this decoétion for his common drink.

IV :On PryAtism. or SAYIVATION

It hacbeen a matter of controver(ly, whether a confirmed
Iues may be radically cured without falivation; and though
there is now hardly any medical man wko doubts of the poflibili=
ty of a perfeét cure without it, there are ftill many who employ
falivation, notonly forthe cure ofthe lues, but, in fome countries,
for that of the Gonorrheea alfo. ' This mode of treatment, in
the former cafe, is ftill very much in vogue, in private prac=
rice as well as in hofpitals, efpecially in Fraace: iu other
countries, it is ahzgof‘c entirely confined to hofpitals,

How far this pradtice of falivating fuch patients is juftifiable,

13
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in the former as well as in the latter cafe, fhall be the fubje& of

m_}; prefent enquiry. 5
It has been the opinion of many, and publicly afferted by Dr.

Eriend, and even by f{everal late writers, thar a falivation is not

only neceflary to effedt a radical cure, bur allo that the grearter

the falivation, the more cerrain and effectual will be the cure of
the lues, efpecially when the bones are affected. ' EA Y
T muft con¥els, I have always experienced the dire& contrary,
Amongft a great many patients of different ages, conftiturions,
and climares, who have been under my care, I have not only not
found one who required falivation, but I have, o the contrary,
conftantly. obferved, thatthe greater the falivation, thelzfs cer-

‘tain aad effe¢tual was the cure of the lues.” This is fo true, that
even the modern advocates for falivation’ unanimoufly confefs,
that a firong falivation is hurtful, and that only a gentle one
fiould be raifed.” CouldI allow this to be right, T would ob-
fefve, that to flop, or even moderate, a falivation oace begun,
is’in many cales more eafily {aid than accomplithed. Thisis of-

" ten entirely out of our power ; and itis yet one of the great de-
fiderata in medicing, to know a fpecific remedy that will produce
fuch an effe@. Thisisfolittle in our power, that I have feen
‘more than once patients carried off by falivation, (their firength

- being totally exhaufted) before it could be leflened or flopr by
any remedy whatfoever.  Others who did not fink entirely un.
der it, remained Janguid from the evacuartion, for' months and
even years, and feveral I havefeen die in a confumption broughe
on by fucha courle. Befides, a falivation is not only very
troublefome to the patient, by fpitring day and night, and by |
filling the réom Witha very difagrecable fmell ; but frequently
alfo produces painful ulcers in the mouth, fauces, &c. which,
if not raken care of in time, or being miftaken for venereal ones,
by continuing the ufe of mercury, become more dangerous than. .
the venereal difeafeitfelfs *° Foget

It may feem furprifing, therefore, how fuch a dangerous me-
thod of attempting tHe cure of the venereal difeafe as thatby fa-
Tivation fhould fill be retained and praétifed in fome hofpirals,
The three following reafons, indeed, I have heard alledged. 1.
To confine the patients with the gonorrheea or lues to the room,
and to prevent them from getting a frefh infection before they are
cured of the firft. 2. To get rid of fuch poor patients in a month
or five weeks, in order to take others in their place into the hof-.
pital, who are treated and fent away, In the {ame ‘manner. 3.
Becaufe many of the lower clafs of people havs an unhappy pre-,
judice in favor of this method, and imagine they canrot b$ radi-
cally cured without what they call a good and conrinued faliva-.
tion. To me, however, thefe reafons appear wholly .mfufﬁc.x.-.
ent; Topreyent the patients from getting a frefhinfeciion, b~:

> " - - )‘\.“ %
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Ter means might be eafily foundout. With regard to the fecon
point, I'thinit moye reafonablé and more humane’ to cure a
{maller number of patients 'radically without falivation, even
though a'longer time fhould be taken up in the cuté, than to re-
lieve the complaints of agreat number ia a fhort'time by fuch an’
unceriain, troublefome, and {ometimes dangeraus method. ' 'We'
thay add to this, that ‘experience daily thows, thata number of.
thofe patients who feem to be cured by the ceffatiorf of the
fymptoms “during falivation, very frequently return in' a fhost
time to the hofpital with the fame {ymptoms they were affected
with before, or find themfelves ebliged to feek afliftance fome-
where elfe, at the fame time that they folemnly proteft againft
their having received a new inféction. ~ The third reafon’alledged

b1 ¥ 3 g 3 e : GEg &1y v

1n favor of falivation is the werft of all. Fam of ‘opinion, that
no perfon of integrity, who pracifes medicine, fhould eyvér com-
ply with the prejudices of his patients when they may be hurtful
to them, or ‘when he knows that by a contrary method he is
able tocure them with greater certainty and fafery. Befides, it
will bs an'eafly matter for a phyfician or furgeon, who knows
how to gain the confidsnce ‘of his patient, to convince him of
the folly of fuch prejudices.’ Salivation, therefore, being, in
my opinion, anexceptionable methad of cure in any circumftans'
ces whatever, I think it, in all cafes, molt prudént to avoid ir,
or, if prefent, to moderate and remove it as quiekly and fpeedi<
Iy as poffible. * "' TR e A s s
The method of preventing a falivation T have laid down above,
when fpeaking on mercurial fritions. The means to be ufed;
for this purpofe are fhortly the following : 1. A careful admini~
firation of mercury both as to its preparation and dofe. 2. The
avoiding celd or damp air," efpecially at night.” 3. The ufe of
warm cloaths ; or, 1n a cold damp feafon or climate, the con-
ftant wearing of fiannel next theskin. “4. The repeated, ufe of
warm baths, and the internal ufe of diaphoretic or diuretic de=
coétions along' with the mercury. §. The avoiding' too hot
rooms and confined air. 6. Covering the neck and head but ve~
1y flightly day or night. 7.taking a dofe of gentle cooling phy=
fic, and intermitting the ufe of the mercury as fooh as the breath
and teeth’begin ro be affe@ted.. 8. If the patient is not of a phlo=
giftic habit of body, afree diet, with the moderate ufe of wine,
Is to be ordered, rather than a low one.’ Smoaking tobacco
fhould alfo be avoided, durisg a courfe of mercurials, by thofe
who are accuftomed roit. = LV e ] ;
It i3 alfo to be obferved, that, in general, a falivation will
take place more readily under the ufe of acrid mercurial prepa=~
_vations, and in a cold and damp feafon or climate; that fome
conflitutions are more difpofed ro it than others ; and that par-
iculaily thofe who h\ave previoufly taken mercury are often rea—
ks 1 Akt dy.
o
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@y to fall into a {alivation by ufing the {malleft dofe, though
ferhapg in the former dif¢afe they felt no fuch effeét from the ufe
]t. P Y 4 b . s . - v Y L “ 1
“7A variety of medicines given feparately, or combined with
the mercury, have been likewife recommended for preventing it
from affe@ing the mouth, as well as for checking a falivation af=
ter it has taken place. 'The principal of thefe are fulphur, ful-
phur of antimony, camphire, the Peruvian bark, and iron. By
a careful artention, however, to the foregoing rules, I think it
fsin general not very difficult tp avoid a falivation, without
having recourfe to any of thele remedies ;. efpecially as 1 have
feen fome of them repeatedly applied by others without fuccefs.
ith regard to the latter point, viz. the abating and removing
a (alivation when once began, itis fometimes a very difficule
matter : the following method, however, with an exad obferv~
ance of the rules above mentioned, will frequently be attended
With fuccefs. 3 4
As<foon as the patient feels his mouth affeéted, he ought to
leave off the ufe of mercury, and keep within doors, ina mode-~
fate warm room; if thé feafon be cold. If his ftrength and con-
- ftitution will allow, we may adminifter him a gentle laxarive ;
but thould be careful about prefcribing purgatives, becaufe they
often will bring on a diartheea, which we thall find fometimes
great difficulty to flop, and which may prove dangerous in its
sonfequen'ces. if he can bear ir, he fhould alfo, for four or five
ays, be placed every evening in a warm bath, rubbing his bo-
dy in the mean time with a flefh~bruth’ or piece of flanvel ; and
when he comesaut of the bath, he muft again drefs himfelf im-
mediately in flannel cloaths. If phiogiflic {ymptoms occur, he
thould Be confined to a low diet, and drink barley-water or any
other mucilagisous deco&ion ; bur if his firength is very much
feduced, a good nourifhing diet, together with the ufe of wiae,
an infufion of Peruvian bark, or guaffia wood, in wine or cin=
namon-water, and the fre¢ country air, are certainly more pro-
er. If the air is dry, he fhould not coufine himfelf 1o bis
room, but go abroad a little, unlefs it be very cold. When
the falivary dués are very much relased, and the {pitting con-
tinues undiminifhed, an aftringent gargle may. with proper
precautions, be prefcgibed. It may be made of the decotiion of
Peruvian bark, or ofthe cortex falicis albee, in red winc or in
water; to which, acc’ording o circug(iances, may be added
fome tin@ure of gum-lac or of myrrh. Gommon fulphus may al-
fo be given occafionally, either alone or joined with fome cooling
purgatives. ‘The fulphur of artimony has been recommended in
fuch cafes as a diaphoretic. An eminent phyfician has recommend-
ed for this purpofe the aurum fulminans, given every day from
t;hree to five grains, as a very efficacious medicine ; but as 111!1‘:::
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never had occafion totry this remedy myfelf, 1 am unable to fay.
whether this advice is founrded on experience, or énly on a theos
ry derived from the chemical affinity or artra&ion between mer-
eury and gold: Tn an obfinaté pryalifm, a blifter; feton, or” &
iffue, in the neck, or the wolatileliniment applied te the'throat;
fometimes proves ferviceable; and in defperate cafes we
might alfo try the effect of repeatedly pouring cold watér ovér
the head and face; letting'the patient fit in the mean time with™
thereft of the body immerfed in a warm barh. phsdg0si

C'H AR, XV

Of the Reafsns why certain VENEREAL Com-
PLALNTS do not yickd to MERCURY. 57 %

HE reafons pralical obferyations have fuggeited to me why
8 mercury fomerimes fails in curing venereal complaines, de-*
pend onthe following caufes : viz.. 1. On mercury andits pre=~
parations. 2. On the method of exhibiting them, internally
as well as externally. 3. On the greater or lefs irrirability or
conftirutional firength of the patient, orfome faults committed
by the fame, 4. On thenature of the difeale itfelf. I fhall,
treat of them in order. e s TR
Since the ufe of mercurial ointment in fri@ions, the firlt “and.
only method made ufeof in the fixreenth century, feveral other
preparations, both for internal and external ufg, have been difco~
vered and tried, with a view ra cure venereal complaints which.
wrould not yield to frictions, or to remove the difeale more fpeedi-
by or in a more convenient manner. I fhall avoid making here
any reflections on the preference. either of thofe methods claim
over the reft; and fhall cenfine myfelf entirely to the reafons’
why mercurial friétions, as well as other preparatieas of mercu~
ry fometimes prove ineffe6ual for removing fome venereal com-
plaints, having offered fome obfervations on thefe preparations
before. 3
I have feen a variery of perfons affe@ed with gleets, fhancres,
pains and caries of the bones, cutaneous eruptions, herpes, ul-’
cerations of the nofe, throat, &c. condylomatous or verrucous
excrefgences in diffarent parts of the body, but efpecially about
the anus and pudenda, which feemed obftinately to refift the ef-
fe@s of mercury 5 and which, fo far from being removed after
a copious anddifagreeable falivation, were rather increafed by it,
and, when removed, often returned again fhortly afrerwards.
Afrer a careful inquiry, I found that the caufes of this dif=
ﬁcu!ty}
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%pulty were very, ofrentaobe fought for in the modicine itfelfy
being owing, either, 1. To its, being badly prepared, orill fit-
ted for curing the difeafe. 2. To its not being given in fuffici=
ent quantity, or continued for ‘a futhcient length of time. 3.
To its being admiaifiered in tqo great a quantity, and by that
meads exciting a_falivation, {weats, and purging, without des
ffroying the venereal wirus in the body ; or, laftly, To its being
mixed with other fubftances, fo as.torender it inefficaciovs.
.. The great poiat in curing the vepereal difeafe by mercury,
being to introduce fuch a quantity of it into the habit as{hall be
fufficient torally to eradicare the venereal poifon, it is evident
!flat medicines unskilfully or negligently prepared, may 'have the .
worft effe&s.  Thus, for example, if fublimate is wixed with
arfenic in order to render it whiter, and give ® the better ap-
pearance, ‘or if mercury is combined with fubftances incapable
‘of helding it fufpended, or if, when made into pills, it is not
fufficiently triturated {o as to be equally divided, its effects can-
not but be precarious. In the latter cale one pill may contsin
three or more grains of mercury ; and another only one grain,
of perhaps pone at all ; and when thisis the ca(&, the latcer will
hiave no effe@, while from the former the patient may ex=
petiencea violent gripiug and purging.

" Heie we may obferve, that a mercurial prepararion is always
ill firted for the purpofe, whenever it is incapable of enterirg
ili(O the habit, or if, when it hasentered the circulation, it ex=
cites a falivation beforz ir has deftroyed the virus ; for it is er=
1oneous to believe that by falivarion all che poifon is carried off,
and rhé difeafe by that means radically cured, jult the contrary
to this being the cafz. Iristrue, thatifa {alivation is brought
on, the patient will often fiad all his fymptoms difappear, and
of courfe be induced to think himfelf cured ; but fome months,
and fometimes only a few weeks afterwards, the complaints
will, in many cafes, return again with increafed violeace. 1
do not deny, however, but that the difeafe, efpecially if flighe,
may by this means be radically cured: butl maintain, fros re=
peated obfervations in private as well as hofpital pradice, that
the praéitioner can never be certain of the real cure; and of
courfe thas the cures effedted by falivation are noronly doubtful,
but oftentimes altogether ineffeétual. - Butupon this {ubjed I had
occafibn to treat more fully in the foregeing chapter Qf Merci=
rial Preparations in Partiuclar, and under the head of Saliva~
tion. g ,

The principal remark to be made here is, that to cure our pa=
tients well and radically, no pra&itioner who has their welfare
at heart, and who does not admiriiter his medicines at random,
will ever make ufe of any mercurial preparation or compoﬁmﬂon
whichhe hasnot prepared himfelf, or at leall taken care o e

R L vl
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prepared by fome one on whofe integrity and care he can_rely,
The repeated difappointments I have experienced myfelf, and
which I have feen happen to others; have rendeted me fcrupu-
Toufly exa& on this head, ‘ o
We fhould likewife be careful net to make ufe of mercurials
combined with other medicines, becaufe they not only difap-
oint us, but often render the cure more tedious and precarious.
f have feen repeated inftances of this with Plummet’s pills; and
have hsard the fame remarksmade by others who were attentive
and eminent prattitioners: _ o
We oughtnever to give acrid preparations of mercury, when
we can effe@ a cure with mild ones. T'he dreadful effeéts I have
repeatedly been an eye-witnefs to from remedies of this fort, ef-
pecially from the corrofive fublimare, oblige meto inculcate this
caution with the greater warmth. The conftant effects of fuch
acrid compofitions, efpecially in delicate habits, are painsin the
flomach and bowels, lofs of appetite, violent gripings, diar=
rheeas, andfomerimes dangerous cholics ; or, if they enter into
the circulation, they will excite fpitting of blood, convulfions;
nervous fevers, and other complaints, more baneful even than
that they were intended to eradicate; or elfe thdy will perhaps
excite a falivation, and of courfe prevent them from being conti-
nued to complete the cure. If we fometimes adminifier them, as
may now and then be requifite in cutaneous or deep-feated vene=
real complaints, we fhould carefully confider the habit of the
patient ; and if that will admit of them, fhould begin with very
fmall dofes, inorder to avoid the above mentioned {ymptoms,
particularly the diarrheza 5 for when that takes place, the mer-
cury, inftead of entering into the mafs, will be carried off by
ftool, and of courfe occafion trouble and pain to the patient,
without afferding him any relief. In general;, therefore, we
fhould be careful in the choice and adminiftration of mercurial
preparations ; wefhould find out, in every cafe, that prepara-
tion which feems beft to agree with the confiitution, and never
infift obflinately on the ufe of a preparation ordofe which excites
bad {ymptoms in the body : ‘'we fhould not imitate the example
of thofe quacks whofe knowledge confift entirely in. a noftrum,
which the give indifcriminately to all their patients, for every
kind of venereat complaint, and pronounce their patients cured
as foon as the fymptoms of the diforder have difappeared ; te
which aflertion credit is the more readily given, as mo#t young
men diflike~to be confirained orconfined to a courfe of medicines |
for alengthof time.  Thus they will now and then cure a pati-
ent; butin the mean time, ruin the confiitution of many, and
commonly render the difeafe more obftinate and inveterate fox
the future. The poifon indeed remains latent for weeks, months,
or fometimes-cyen for years ; but ghen it breaks eut with re-
: AR T doubled
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doubled rage and violence, and not unfrequently produces fymp-
toms and difeafes, the nature of which, efpecially in women;
wzmuft only guefs at, and which, in that ftate, fometimes baf-
fle the skill of the moft able phyfician ; for venereal complaints,
the older they are, the more obftinate they prove agaislt the
power of mercury.

I come now to the third point, why mercury fails fometimes
in curing the lues, viz. on account of the counftitution of the pa-
tient. We fometimes meet with patients, efpecially among the
female fex, or {uch as bave taken mercury for former venereal
complaints, whoie conftitution is now fo irrirable, that, after
the adminifiration of a few grains or frictions, they are either
affe@ed with. a nervous fever, fpalms, head-ach, or they very
readily fall into a falivation, on the fecond or third day. In
thefe conflitutions we ought ro be peguliarly careful to find out
the preparation and dofe beft adapted to them. The Peruvian
bark, or fomeother vegetable tonic, is here fometimes adminif-
tered with mercury to great advantage. If wenegle& thefe pre-
cautions, indeed, many patients of this kind will be fufferers
for life, without ever being cured radically. There is one re-
mark to be made here, to which in general little artention has
been hitherto paid. Moft wiiters and practitioners confine theig
venzreal patients under a mercurial courfe, without any dif-
tindtion, to a low diet, as well with regard to earing as drink-
ing. This rule is hoever a very impropér one, when generally
applied. Sucha diet will be very proper for ftrong, vigorous
conftitutions ; but, for weak, delicate, or irritable ones, it will
fometimes be extremely improper. A full dier, with the mode-
rate ufe of wine, ought to be allowed them ; otherwife mercury
will produce no effe@s upon the poifon, though very difagrecable
ones upon the conftitution. The warm bath will fometimes much
affift in thefe cafes. Nature readily co-operates with mercury in
fome confliturions ; whereas in others it does but lictle, or ads

owly, and with diffitulty. Butbefides this peculiariry in the
conftitution, we often obferve, that patients rendertheir com=
plaints complicared and obftinate, by attempting to cure them=
{elyes, or by applying to quacks or unskilful perfons in the art of
healing. They frequently alfo hurt themfelves by negiedt of
diet, or by not making ufe of the medicines in the manner pre-
fcribed, or by not continuing the fame long enough, but leav=:
ing off as foon as the fymptoms difappear, by expofing them= -
- felves imprudently to the damp and cold atmofphere, efpecially
at night, or by becoming impatientand growing inconftant, go=
ing from one phyfician to another, making tife for fome days ?_t'
weeks, of one medicine, and then ot another. By all thefe
different circumftances, venereal complaints are fometimes ren=
dered extremely obftinates : ' o4

p
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On‘aceount of the diforder itfelf, mercury fometimes fails,
when the patient, by a-previous large orimprudentufe of mercu-
ry, can hardly bear a few grains or a few ‘fritions without fa-
livation: in-this cale, "if we leave off thewfe of mercury, our
patient will not ger ridof his diforder; and if twe ‘continue it,
%we are fure to bring on a troubléfome ptyalifm, Which will laft
fometimes for weeks or months, expofing the patient to dange-
fous confequences, and gften Teaving the principal diforder un=
cured. What may be done in thefe circumftances, Ihave hinted
in feveral places of the foregoing chaprers. But twe are by far
#ore frequently dif#ppointed in our expecdtions frém ‘mercury,
by miftaking the nature of rhe diforder 3 by judging thofe com=
plaints venereal, arhich often are 6wing either 1o the effeds of
mercury, or to a ftate of the diforder, which, theugh originally
#rifing from the venereal virus, has degenerated either by.time
or other caufes intoa difeafe of 2 quite different n&rure, for which
mercury is not only no antidote, buta rcal poifon. Of thefé
eomplaints we have fpoken already, and fhall fpeak further
hereafter.

s -

G H 4Ax 15 XV.
On other REMED 1ES recommended for curing the Lv Es

ESIDES the mercurial fri&ions, the fumigations, and the in=
ternal ufe of the different mercurial preparations, a variety

of other medicines has been recommended, either to cure the dif=
ferent venereal complaints without mercury, or to aflit mercury
in its operation ; and as there are many inftances of the mercury
failing, or expofing the patients to difagreeable confequences, a
remedy has been fought for, which, without having any of the
coxious qualities of mercury, might have all its powerful and
good oncs. Moft of the quack medicines, fold and praifed as
. preparations from the vegetable kingdom for this purpofe, I have
been at pains to analyfe, and have found them to be nothing but
one or other mercurial preparation difguifed. Several orher re=-
medies have been recommended as fuccedancums for mercury, for
ghe cure of the venereal difeafe, which, we are told, have been
made ule of for this purpofe with fuccefs, before meseury was
employed ; and are, we are credibly informed, made ufe of
even at this tim=, without any mercurial, with the beft effe&,
ia South as well as in North-America, for curing the venereal
difeafe radically. Such of them as1 have feen made ufe of fot
ghe fame purpols in Europe, have, in gyery infance 2t Jeaft thac

gake-
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came under my infpe@ion, never been attended with the defired
e_,&:& ; and 1 have never feen one infiance of a confirmed pox cu-
red by them. Some of them, however, are worthy our artenti- .
op, and certainly deferve a fairer trial than has hitherio been
made to afcertain their power, efpecially {uch as are recom= .
mended by men of knowledge and-obfervation. The root of the
Lobelia fyphilitica, which, as we are irflruéed by Dr. Kalm,
and afterwards more exaéily by Mr. Bartram?*, the inhabitants
of North-America cure the venereal difeafe as effeGually and ra-
dically as wedo with mercury. They take a handful of thg
freth, or (which he fays is better) dried plant; they wafh i,
and boil it in a gallonand a half of water ; of which decoction
the patient drinks every day, if his conflitution will fuffer it, a
quart in the beginning, gradually augmenting the dofe, till he
gan no longer bear the purgiug excited by, it; then he leaves it
off for a day or two, and, if neceffary, continue it again till hg
finds himfelf perfeély well, which istor the moft part ina fort- _
night. If there are any external diforders, they wafh the affeci~
ed parts with the {fame decoction ~--If the difcafe is very olLfti- ...
nate, they mix with the lobelia, the rcot of the Ranunculus
abortivus, but in a{mall quantity on accoupt of its acrimony.
In order to heal up the venereal ulcers, they dry the root of Geumn
nivale, and fpripkle its powder upon them. They alfo curg
deep and putrid ulcers, by infperfign of the interior baik of the
Ceancthus Americanus. A decoéion of the flipites of the Sola—=
num dulcarnara, and likewife the root of the Dapline imezere-. .
um and farfaparilla, have been of late much recommended in ob=
ftinate venereal complaints either in fubflance or in a deca&ion 3 .
but how far their operation fucceeds without the previous ufas .
of mercury, is nat yet afcertained.

InSouth America,and in the Wefi-Indies, a deco@ionof the woods
of guaiac, faffafras, &c. is praifed as a remedy, with which
alone the moR confirmed lues may be eafily cured. It may be
that they remove venereal complaints.. between. the .tropics, and
in the warmer climates of ourglobe ; but in Europe I have feen
them fometimes prove hurtful, ‘producing profufe fweats, _
hzmoptyfiz, confumptions, &c. in delicate and thia habits, and:

I never {aw any one cafe where they affected a radical cure.—=-~
The following complicared prefcriptions, we have.been told, is

made ufe of with great fuccefs in Brazil and Portugal, andhiu
. othez.

‘:‘th latrer an-hor adviles the patient to take two gills of this decodion
threetimesa day, on anemp:y ftomach, and auzment the dofe according ro
sheftrengch of she patient, making ule of warm baths; and agroperdict artha
fame thme. Care should betaken not to make ule of thelobelia longiflora,
3nftead of the lobella fyphilitica, rthe formerbe g of a much more asrid na~
tw e than the lacter.~--In fom e parts of Italy it is cven now alaw of govern=

méut not te make nis ofmgrensy. in hefpitals fer exringrbgvenereal difgalens -
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other countries, under the name of the Decoclum Lufitanicum,
or Lilbon diet-drink. R. Rad Sarfaparille, Santali albi et ru=
bri, of each three ounces ; Glycirrhize, Mezerei, of each half
an ounce'; ligni Rhodii, Guajaci, Saffafras, of each one ounce ;
Crude Antimony five ounces 3 ten pounds of boiling water is to,
be poured upon thefe, and remain for twenty-four hours, then
to be boiled to five pounds. Of this, flrained off, the patient
ought ro take from three pints o two quarts a-day. But how
far all thefe medicines, as I have {aid before, a& without mer-
cury, is yet very uncertain. The difeafeis certainly eafier cured
in warm climates, when well treated, than in cold ones. Ag
to the remedies which we every day fee recommended by quacks,
and pretenders to {ecrets, as not confifling of mercury, and cur-
ing the venereatdifeafe radically, they are, for the moft part, as [
have mentioned before, fome mercurial preparation difguifed 3
and I think it fortunate enough for the patientsif they prove oas
1y ufelefs to then, vk ' £

303

CiB AR SRV

On particnlar VENEREAL CoMPLAINTS which res
' quire a peculiar method of Cure. o

1. On the VENEREAL OPTHALMIA,

HERE are two diftin& {pecies of venereal opthalmia. The
one feems to berather of a chronic kind, comes on gradu=

ally, and arifes from a tainted mafs. Theother is the moft acute,
violent, and dangerous of any opthalmia I know of : it comes
on {uddenly, and owes its ogigin, as faras I have been able to
otferve, to a fudden repulfion of a recent venereal gonorrheea &
fee Venereal Gonorrheea. ' . :
1 have feen three inftances of this dreadful diforder, of which
every one proved fatal to the fight of the fufferer. In two cafes,
both eyes were affe@ed with blindnefs ; in the third, one was
affected immediately, but feveral years afterwards the fight of the
other was alfo loft, and as it feemed withoutany apparent caufs,
All old pra&itioners with whom I have converfed about this
dreadful complaint, and who have obferved it feveral times in
their praétice, were of opinion that it originated from a repelled
recent gonorthgea, by way of metaftafis. In thefe three cafes
which I juft mentioned, the difeafe was certainly accompanied
with a {uppreffion of the clap : but whether that fuppreflion was
the caufe of the opthalmy, I was not able to determine with
\ certainty o
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gertainty 3 and am much lefs capable to account for fuch a me-
taftafis, though we know that a very great conne&ion fubfifis bew
tween the eyes -and the parts of generation. : :
~ But whatever may be the caufe of thefe opthalmies, the fag
is this : In the three inftances which came under my obfervatiog,
the difeafe arofe in a cold climare in winter, after the patients
affected with a recent clap, ‘were expofed to violent ¢old in the'
open air. Nope of them had ever had any cemplaint in, thp
eyes before, Thedilcharge from the urethra was evidently di=
minithed or abolithed. 1n rhe mean while, adifcharge of a pus
tiform matter of a yellowifh green coleur, refembling that of 2
clap, took place from the eyes, with the moli excruciating paing,
which -were rendered unfupportable on the lealt application 3
light. The fame matter which ran oyt of the eyes, fecmed, ag
far it was pofiible tofee by forcing up the eye-lid, to be extra-
vafated in the whole anterior chamber of the eye, and, 2s it
were, infiltrated between the lamellas of the cornea tranfparens,
All remedies which were applied proyed ineffectual, and perpe~
gual blindnefs was the confequence. N

- As cafes of this kind may be infiru@ive, I'thall tranfciibe ong
of them from my Medical Jourral. The patient, a young man
of a ftrong dark complexion, of twerty-nine years of age, acap-
tain inthe army, was ordered on guard in the month of January,
whilft he was afli¢ted with a violentgonorthga. Unforrunare-
ly the day was exceflive cold, and he was by duty much expo-
fed to the open air all day and the evening : in the hight he found
himf{elf at opce affi¢ted in both eyes with the moft excruciaring
pain, and intolerance of the fmalleft degree of light ; which
were accompasied next day wirha difcharge of puriform matiez
from both eyes. Upon infpeéion, the ulbuginea was inflamed,
and very much fwelled. The phyfician who was called, appli-
edy befides the common remedies, fuch as bleedings, purgatives,
&c. a fomenration of hemlock. On the third day, upona clofex
examination, the cornea was found entirely opaque, and an hy-
popyon formed ; no’ ulceration appeared. The ule of hemlock
was ordered tobe coptinued. Some days after, the inflammati-
on and running abated ; but the cornea remained opaque, feem-
ed to be very much thickened, and the patient remained per-
fealy blind. ~ In this patient, I clearly faw the arteries of tha
cornea tran{parens, eoming from the albugiena, mﬂamed, and (o
gilled with red blood, as if injeéted like an anaromical prepara~
tion, ‘even fo far back as in the fifth week of the diforder.

Tn none of thefe three cafes were remedies applied by the prac~
titioners to reftore the running of the clap, nor was there an in~
cifion made into the cornea to difcharge the e’xrra\-aiarsd mats
ter : The only two remedies from which I would expe& any ef-

ficacio ief 1 ophshalmy, befides the general and
fcacious relicf in fuch aa op , sperfand
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topical evacuations by purgazives, leeches, blifters, &e. with,
the internal and external ufe of mercury. ¥

I was once inclined to belicve, that this kind of ophthalmia,
does perhaps arife fromuncleanlinefs, when the patient affected
with a clap, or fhancres in the genitals, touches thofe parts, and
afrerwaids, without wafhing the hands immediately, touches his
eyes. I haye certainly feen opkthalmies, and venereal ulcers of;
the eye-lids, noftrils, lips, more than once arifing from fuch,
careleffnefls : burt in thefecafes T have never obfervedan inflam=
mation but in one eye, and it never was fo violent as the kind.
jut mentioned; but rather, like the ophthalmies arifing from a,
tainted mafs, gave way to the topical application of the blue.
ointment, which, together with the internal ufe of mercury,
is indeed, the fovereign remedy in fome ophthalmies, ;
" The chronic venereal ophthalmies arifing from a tainted mafs,
prove in many cafes extremely obftinate for weeks and months,
they require 2 regular mercurial coutfe, efpecially with fublimate .
if the patient can bear it ; repeated purgings ; and in fome ca=-
fes, efpecially if the eye-lid be the affe&ed part, the external ufe,
of the mercurial ointment, or what is, according to the obferva=
tions of Dr. Cullen, more preferable, the citrine ointment rubs=
bed down with double the quantity of hog’s lard, in order to,
render it Jefs acrid, Laudanum dropped into the affeGed eye:
gives fometimes the moft evident relief.. Bathing the eye with a
weak folurion of fublimate four or fix rimes a-day is likewifg
ferviceable. sdil 3

II. On VENEREAL DEAEFNESS,
.

T uavE feenfeveral inftances where deafnefs and violeat pain
of the ear were brought on by venereal ulcers affeéting theorificg -
of the Euftachien tube in the fauces. Butl have met with one
inftance, where a perfe& deafnefs was the confequence of a vi=-
olent gonorrheea being flopped by the internal ufe of turpentine,
The patient faid he hadno fhancres, nor ever any other venereal
complaiat before. :

NI On*¥ENEREAL SoRE'THROAT.

VENEREAL fore throats, as well as venereal ulcers of the
mouth and fauces, thould, as I mentioned. above, be carefully
diftinguithed from {corbutic ones, or from thofe originating from
faliva rendered ucrid by mercury ; and more efpecially from
thofe which, though really venereal in their origin, have now..
changed their nature, and acquired quite a different chara&er;
as we, bycentinuing the wk of mercury, may. materially, and

s perhaps
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‘%erhaps irrecoverably, hurt ‘the patent. Judgment, derived
rom pra&ice, will be the only fure guide in that ‘cafe. Deep
ulcers covered with a white lardaceous cruft, and conficed by a
hard clevated border, With 2 firong rédnels round about them,
Wwill, I think, feldoth miflead if they are treated as venercal.
Venereal ulcers in the throat are {ometimes feated fo fow down;
and fideways, that we donotealily difcover them at firft fight,
and thence we mhay {ometimes be led to miftake the nature of the
diforder. An account of the following cafes may perhaps be
ufeful to fome young praditionets. :

A gentleman ofa itrong, plethoric conftitation, fifty-five years
of age, was affe&ed with a fore throat and fever.  The phyfici=
&n, after examining his throat and pulfe, ordered bleeding, ‘with
4n antiphlogiftic gargle and purge ; when the difedfe notabating,
eight days after, another praditioner was called, who repeated
bleeding, purging, and ordered a different gargle, from the ufe
of which the patient found himfelf betrer.. At the expiration
of feven weeks, when he felt, as he expreffed himfelf, the dif=
€ale was not quite gone, I was confulted. After the former pre-
fcriptions were thewn to me, I éxamined his throat; and though
I could not difcover any ulcer, told him 1 fulpe@ed a venereal
caufe ; which he hardly would agree to, relating to me that he
had no venercal complaint thefe many years paft, and that fince
thar time he had enjoyed the moft perfect ftate of health. I de-
fircd o exadiine his throat once more ; which he readily compli=
€d with, though Ke was one of thofe perfons who with the
greareft difficulty can let thair throatbe examined : with a wax
eandle in one hand, and deprefling the root of the tongue by
means of a large {parula as much as poflible with the other, T
difcovered very l6w down on the rightfide, a deep but {mall ve=
fereal ulcer, which had efcaped my fight at firft, and would
Row have done fo if I had ntit éxamined the throat with fuch
peculiar cure. Upon my telling him the evident caufe of his
diforder, my advice was complied with ; and after the internal
ufe of mercury for eight days, his fore throat was perfectly gone,
énd by continuingit a month longer a radical cure obtained.

The other patient was a lady of rdnk. She had buc firft felt »
flight difficulcy in {fwallowing within a few days, which bsing
frofty fhe afctibed it toacold. 1immediately, upon infpection,
difcovered the caufe of the diforder ; and as women have always
& right to the greateft delicacy and fecrecy of a phyfician, with-
out asking her any queftions, I ordered her to keep her throat
warm, and promifed to fend her fome medicine which would re-
lieve her in afew days ; and it was afterwards, under another
form and pretence, ordered tabe continued for a few weeks loa=
ger, till Ithought her perfealy fafe. 4

Lalt fummer, I was coafulted at Paris, by a young gendemif;_
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of about 28 years of age, about a fore throat for which he had
raken advice and medicine already, for the fpace of three weeks,
without any relief. I rold him, that, from the very appearance
of his face and eyes, I fufpected quite a different caufe of his dif-
erder than hie and his atrendants had - hithertd imagined ; which
indeed was moft evidently confirmed by a large venereal ulcer,
which updn infpeéiion I found feated very low down béhind the
velum. He then gave me the following account. That he had
been affecied with a violent gonorrheea two years ago when he
was at Venice, which for aparticular reafon lie had withed to
be removed or ftopped as foon aspoffible ; that, for this purpefe;
he was recommended by a friend of his, to a furgeon who was
in poffeffion of an inje&tion which had that infallible effe@. That
this furgeon complied with his defire, though with relu&ances -
and foretold him, that fometime after being cured thus haftily, by
his inje@ion, the venereal difeafé would break cut in fome othex
part of the body : affuring him that he had feen the fame effect
from the fame remedy, happen in {everal other patients who ap-
plid to him in the fame manner he did. Thar he negleGed this
caution 3 that the running was perfe&ly ftopped in 48 hours 3
~and that h2 had never thought more about it, having been per-
fedly free ffom vepereal as well as any other diforder ever finces
This cale was to me a very inftrué&ive one. Firft, it thows how
fong the venereal poifon lies fometimes concealed in the mafs,
without producing any fenfible effe&s + And fecondly, it evident~
Iy confirms what I have afferted above, that the poifon of the
godorrheea is the very fame wirh that of the {yphilis ; and that,
if abforbed into the mafs, it produces therefore the fame effets.
But'laftly, it alfo thows, which I could not have expe&ed a pri=
ari, that a recent venereal gonorrhcea may fometimes be flopped
or repelled, without producing fwglled teflicles, ifchury, ftric-
tures, or other immediate effeéts in the mafs. :
Venereal ulcers of the throat require fometimes belides a courfe
of mercury, likewifetopical applications; fuch asan inje&ion
or gargle made of a folution of fublimate, mixed according to
eircumftances with the tin&ure of maftich, &c.--~But if the ul-
cers are owing to the acrimony of the faliva, they ought to be
Kept conftantly clean, and mercury fhould be difcontinued. 1f
shey owe their origin neitier to the one nor to the other of the
caufes juft mentioned, but are of that peculiar nature defcribed
above under the head of Venereal Ulcers, they require, inftead

of mercury, the ufe of powerfyl tonic medicines externally ds
well as internally. '

I3
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CUTANEOUS COMPLAINTS. 12t
IV. On VENgREAL CompPLAINTS of the Sxin.

. CutanEeous diforders of a venereal nature, Tuch as venereal
etters, venereal fcald-head, venereal leprofy, &c. are often ve=
Ty obftinate.. It isin thefe complaints properly, where the fo-
lution of fublimate, given infernally, proves often excellent 3
‘and I think I haye obferved, that it often effeGually remoyesthe
difeafe of the skin, without removing racdically the lues : This

_‘at leaft I affere with regard to colder climates ; as ro warmer

climates, 1 know certainly many patients who have been radi-
cally cured of the {yphilis by the {ublimate alone. .. |

. Befides the internal ufe of the fublimate, warm baths made
with a ‘decoétion of bran, inevery gallon of which half a drachm
‘of fublimate is 16 be diffolved; geatly rubbing at’ the famte tima
the affztted part, hav fometimes proved to me very ufeful. For

-more confirmed ven:real complaints of the skin, the topical ap=

plication of a folution of fublimate, the citrine ointment {ome-
times alone and fomstimes with the addition of the faturnine, have
fucceeded with mie in a herpes, tinca, &c. whereall other Te-
medies proved ineffectugl. . The decodtum, Lufitanicum, the de=
co&ion of tha fipites dulcamarz, of the mezereum root and
efpecially that of the lobelia {yphilitica, deferve, for thefe as
well as other obftinate and inveterate venereal complaints, in
my opinion, a much greater attention than is ufually paid ro
them. I have feen a moft obfiinate and inveterate difeafe of the
skin of a venercal nature cured by a folution of turpeth mineral
in fmall dofes, where all other remedies failed. Some phyficiars
pretend to have feen great fuccefs alfo from arfenic ; butl never
tried this latter, norhavel ever a mind to try it.

V. On VENEREAL EXCRESCENCE S
 VenereAL excrefcences on the furface of the skin, known
by the different names condylomata, ficus, marifca, warts, ti~
bercles, &c.. arife either from an original jnfecion, in which
cafe we confider them as alocal difeale, and prefcribe local re-
medies 3 or they originate from a tainted mafs; which indeed is
more frequently thecafe, and then 2 full mercurial courfe wiil
make them difappear, fomerimes without any external applica~
tion. . But frequently external remedies are likewife requifite;
Cauftics have beea recommended for thar purpofe : but I never
‘faw them produce any falutary effe&ts 5 on the contrary, often
very bad ones. Excifion has been likewife recommehded; and
is fometimes neceffary 5 but I have {een feveral inftances when,
after thefe excrefcenees had been cut out repeatedly, even aftef
4 full courle of mercurials, they grew again and again, fome=

$imas to a larger fize thao they were at firk,: To prevent thiy
\ : Q regeies

'
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regeneration,-feveral remedies have been propofed, of which,
in all obftinare cafes that have come under my obfervation, 1

_ bave obferved but two or three which were admiriffered with
fuccefs, after the mafs had been previoufly perfeély purifieds
The one confifts in mercurial fumigations; the-other in the ap-
plication of the powder of the juniperus fubina, L. either by
itfelf in the form of a powder, or mixed with redprecipitate in
the form of an'ointment. A liquor has been lately propofed by
my fiiend Mr. Plenck, which confifts of fpirits of wineand vi=
negar each an-ounce and a half, corrofive fublimate one drachm,
alum, camphire, ‘and cerufla, each half a drachm, under the
name of Aqua caufiica pro condylomatibus, and from which,
applied twice a day with a hair-pencil, he affirms to have feen -
the beft effect. I have tried it feveral times, and found it anfiwet
exrremely wel. ~In cafes where a great number of fmall warts
had {prusg up about the genitals, the folution of fublimate in
fimple water orlime water I have obferved fometimes ro fucceed
perfedly well.  If warts have 2 fmall bafis, and are but few in
number, the beft remedy isa ligature made tighter every day.—=
1 have feen aman with feveral hundred little warts upon that’
part of the chin where the beard grows, and underflodd his dif=
ealc to be owing to an ill#treated venereal complaints

VI. On VENEREAL WEAXNESS, or IMPOTENCY,

TH1s complaint, though not dangerous, is very alarming, and
renders the mind of the patient extremely uneafy. I have re=
peatedly obferved it 5 butin a particular maoner in one patient,
who f{everal months before he had been affeéted with a violent
clap 5 of which atlaft he was cured, after having undergone a
tedious and very improper treatment, The only remaining
fympiom was now a total inability and want of defire of venery,

, which rendered him extremely low-{pirited. On confulting me,
1 judged the complaint to proceed from the venereal poifon lurk=
ing in the body, and prefcribed him a mercurial courfe, and af=
terwards fome tonic medicines, with two tea-fpoonfuls of Hoff-
manps ancdyné liquor morning and evening. He was likewife
ordered to wath the fcrotum and {permatic cord twice a day,
with a rtable-fpoonful of the fameliquor mixed with fome wa=
ter @ in three weeks time he had [ufficient reafon to be as high
fpirited as cver.

VII. On VENEREAL PAINS, SPASMS, &e.

FixED or wandering pains arifing in different parts of :he
body, are generally afcribed, by all paticnts who were former—

ly
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ly affe@ed with the lues, to the remains of the venereal poilon
in the mafs. This is indeed fometimes the cafe ; but itought o
be obferved, that thefe pains, {o generally aferibed to the vene~
real poifon, are very often owing to very diffcrent caufes, which,
if not properly diftinguithed, we fhall find curfelves frequently
difappointed in the effe@s of the remedies preferibed.

Pains fimilar to venereal ones are often the effeds of the im-
proper ufe of'mercury. Thefe cafes.ought to be carefully cif=
einguithed in pradtice ; becaufe, if the venereal difcafc has noe
been radically cured, and the pains arife from a hali-cured luss,
the ufe of mercury will be neceflary to complete the cure.
(though the patients will often be of a contrary opinion, confi- -
dering thelengthof time, and quantity of mercury they have al-
ready taken) ; whereas, if the venereal virus has been radically
cured, the ufe of mercury. will prove evidently hurtful. | Tknow
patients who, having made ufé of mercury repeatedly in their
younger days for feveral venereal complaints, find themfelves
now, whenever they take the leaft quantity of mercury, con-
fantly affe@ed with the moft viclent rheumatic paivs in different
parts of the body. Authors. who have mentioned this lutter dif=
eafe generally afcribe it to the mercury ledged in the bones ;
nay, there are even examples recorded in medical hiftory, where
mercury had been. found, after the death of fuch parients, col-
leéted in globules in different parts of the body, efpecialiy in the
bones and their cavities. Whatever credit may be given or de~
nied to thofe affertions, it is certain that we may generally, and
fometimes pretry eafily, cure thofepatients by a prop:t regimen,
warm baths withfri@ions, andby adminifiering to them at the
fame time, internally large dofes of proper tonic medicines either,
alone or united with antimorials. But it thofe puins, inflead of
being- of the chronic kind, arife from a fudden check of perfpi-
ration- during a mercurial courfe, the ufe of tonic medicines .
would be.improper ; in feveral defperate cafes of this kind,
where the body feemed as if it was affected with-a general {palm
or tetanues, I have found, b-fides the warm bath, c(pecia!}y't}ne
vapour-bath, the fulphur of antimony, united with the inftif-
fated juice of the coniwm maculatnm, L. known uncer the name
of extra& of hemlock, a moft efficacious remecy, given to the
quantity of fifteen grains of each a day.-- Dover's powder, with
a proper _regimen, proves {ometimes iI:x this cafe, as well as in
rheumatifm, a very ferviceable medicine..

VII.On VENEREAL CoMPLAINTS of the BoNES

TuEe bones are feldom affe@ted by the venereal poifon, b ¢:'n

a confirmed or negle@ed lues. Ihave feen, however, o::d; r;
aance.
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ftance where the patient being affe@ted with a thancre of the glans
was attacked the fifth day after with a confiderable fwelling in
the lower part of the ulna. Inthefe cafes, the Ionger the dif=
eafe is negle@ed, the more difficulr and tedious is tha cure ; and
of all or'hers the caries, or ulcération of the exrernal furface, and
cogrupnon of the interna] cavity, are the moft difagreeable and
tedious. 7 : T ;
In all cafes of ulcerated bones we ought to remember, that
they cannot be cured until the poifon is totally eradicated from
themafs. Topical applications feem to have very little effed =
though the effential oil of faflafras has been recommended by’
fome ; and Blenck recommeds 2 lotion compounded of effentia
maftichina, corrofive {ublimate, and honey of rofes. Befides this,
be direds the ufeof the Peruvian bark, and mercury mixed with
afafcerida, together with™a deco&ion of farfaparilla, united with_
mezereum and cicura ¢ by thefe, he fays, that he cured feveral
perfons of the diforders juit mentioned. ) it
Venereal exoftoles, and efpecially thofe in the middle of the
tibia, fternum, and tophufes in the bones of the head, will fome=
times, efpecially arnight, give the'moft excruciating pain. Ig
thefe cafes, Thayeobferved-no good effe from any topical appli-
.cation whatever. Here large” ard continued dofes of opium,
along with fome of the faline mercurial preparations, are {fome-
times attended with the moft falutary confequences; but what
has been lately afferted of curing thefe, and other cbftinate vene-
real complaints, by thewufe of opium alone, I leave to the more
credulous to believe. :
Of the extraordinary fragility of the bones mentioned by fome
writers as proceeding from a venereal caufe, 1 have _never feen
any inftance; though it may not be improper to mentien one cafe
which, Irhink, may be referred to this head : A man broke his,
tibia by a fall ; but after the beft treatment of the fracure, and.
being for twelve weeks confined, upon examination no callus
- was formed, and the broken bone remained nearly as loofe as at
firt. After a clofeinquiry, and confultaticn, and a courfe of.
mercury prefcribed ; which fucceeded fo well, that in a few
months after the patient was perfeétly cured. '

O3 B N XVII.

On Venereal Complaints difguifed, fuch as Confumptions,
Rheumatifm, Fevers, &e. g !

OME perfons who have been formerly affected with venereal
complaints, of which they have been apparently cured {'ea—l
. ver
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veral months, nay, femetimes feveral years, afterwards grow.
emaciated, begin to cough, and are affeGed with heéic fever,
and other fymptoms which accompany a confumption’ of tha
lungs, or aphthyfis pulmonalis. Thefe complaints are generally.
afcribed to fome other caufes, and medicines ordered for the moit
part without any {ueccfs. Sometimes the dforder Is 2llo afcri-
bed to the roo_previous ufe of mercury in too large quantitics.—
But I have {ven feveral-infances wherea heéic fever with cough,
and fomctimes even with a puriform expeéioration. far from’
owing its origin to an uleeration of the lungs, arofe from a la-
tent venereal poifon, without any other venereal fymptom in
the body. The fam= has been obferved by others. Mr. Bram-
billa; firfl furgeon of the prefent Emperor of Germany, in his,
Treatife on the Phlegmon, selates 4 cafe, which thows fucha
ftriking inftance of the kind, that I fhall rranfcribe it here.  Anm
eleGuary, he fays, was preferibed for a confumptive man,- who,
was ina defperate fituation. By a miflake of the apothecary,

the eleGuary was given to a venercal patient to rub himfelf with,
and the mercurial ointment, inftead of the cletiuary, was feat
to the confumptive patient to take it internally. The confump-
tiveman, knowing nothing of the miflake, took a quantity of
the ointment, abour the bignefs of anutmeg, two o1 three times
aday, and was effe@ually cured of his difofder, tothe no fmall
furprife of his phyfician, who learned by chance from the apo—,
thecary the miftake that had happened. This miftake was cer—
tzinly a very happy one for the patient ;. and, though it mighk
be doubted whether the confumption proceeded from a venereal
caufe, it proves however evidently that it yielded perfedly
mercury. . I had feveral patients of this kind whom T perfcdily

cured of their confumption, by adminiflering o them nouibirg
but a courfe of mercury. : :
. Agues, or intermirtent fevers have 2lfo been obferved by Dr.
Wherlof and others, either to be produced by the verercal visus,
or concomitant with the venerezl difeafe ; and mercury, com-
bined with the bark, has been found ufeful in thofe cafes, Per=
haps fome of the fevers cured by Dr. Lyfon, with calomel, haye
been of that kind. :

Flying rheumatic pains, viclent kead-acks, and pain in de
hip, fometimes originate from this fcurce.. The warm bath,
with fome faline preparations of mercury, with the decotiion of
the flipites dulcamara, I have feen cure difordc:s.of this  kind,
which refifted every other medicine. Mercury with the  decoc-
tion of daphne mezereum, or of daphne laureola, L. hgs alfo
been recommended asa very cfficacious medicing for thofe cone

plaints,

CHZaZT-
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On Venereal Complaints. Incurable by Mercury.

I HAVE already fpoken fo fully concerning the nature and’
cure of thefe complaints under the different heads of Venereal:
Ulcers, Exulcerated Buboes, Venereal Sore Throat, Difeafes.
of the Skin, Venereal Pgins, &c. that very little remains to be
added here.

I muft only obferve, thatI have found moft, if not/all, of thefe
complaints admit of great relief, or gven of a radical cure ; and
that the great point for accomplifhing this defirable end, lies.
lefsin thefe complaints themfelves, than in an exaét knowledge
of their nature. Thiscertainly is fometimes a much nicer poing:
of pragical knowledge than is generally imagined. The great
object is, to diftinguifh exaéily whether thofe ulcers, caries, cu--
taneous eruptioas, or pains, &c. owe their origin to a latent
venereal poifon, or whether they are the effets of mercury ; or,
what is perhapsof the greateft confequence, whether from hav-
ing been originally owing to the venereal virus, they now, by
time or other circumftances with which we are not yer fuffici=.
ently acquainted, have changed their nature., In which cale,
inftead of yielding to the power of mercury, they feem to benot
only in every degree exacerbated by that remedy ; but likewife,
if its ufe be imprudently infifted on, will at laft prove fatal to.
the patient. In proofof this, I haveadduced, under the above-
mentioned heads, feveral firiking, and, as 1 think, convincing.
inftances. And thofe of my readers who are particularly in=
terefted in this fubje& may find a good many more in Mr. Fabre’s.
Supplement to his Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe, printed at
Paris. Inow proceed to the confideration of thofe medicines
which I have hitherto found moft efficacious in zemoving thefe
dreadful and obftinate complaints.

Todiftinguith complaints arifing from mercury, great judg=-
ment isoften required. I have feen patients who complained of
rheumatic pains, pains of the bones, head-achs, fpafmsin differ-
ent parts, and trembling of the extremities, &c. owing, asthey
thought, to theenormous quantity of mercury they had raken ;
whom, however, I have cured, after a careful inquiry, by giv-
ing them moremercury ; becaufe I was'convinced that their pre-
{ent complaints originated from the improper adminiftration of
mercury, eitherin quality or quantity, er in the method of the
adminiftration itfelf, where it was evacuated from the body by
flool, falivation, or immoderate fwests, asfaft as it was admini-
fiered ; and thereby, though raken for a great length of time,
and in a large quantity, could never exert its proper effe& upon
the poifon lodged in the body. As foon, therefore, as we are
affured that the difeafe is not owing to the venereal virus, or at
faft will not yield to mercury, other medicines ought to be ad-
miniftered, Inftead of following the general routine of praice,
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fo give new mercurial preparations, after two or more of them
‘have been already tried invain, we fhould prefcribe to our pati-
ents, as| have recommended before in feveral places (befides a
nourifing diet, country air, &c.) tonics or firengthening medi~
cines. Under this clafs I principally reckon antimonials; and,
moreefpecially in the cafes alluded to, chalybeates. ' But, when
fpeaking of the ufe of thofe medicines, I would not be under-
flood to prefcribe them only in the quantity of a few grains a day,
but in much larger dofes than they areufually given. The pre-
?arationslgenerally make ufe of are the crude antimony, or the
ulphur of antimony ; the zthiops martialis, or the vinum cha-
lybeatum, and more efpecially.a combination of iron ‘with vitri=
’o%ic ether. Ofthefe 1 adminifter fuch dofes as the conflitution
of the patient will bear, either alone, or united, according to
circumftances, with the decoétion of farfaparilla, the Peruvian
bark, or the extra@ of walnuts. The fulpbur of .antimony,
united with the extra& of hemlock, will be fometimes very {ers
viceable, alone or with the ufe of warm baths, andva decottion
of farfaparilla with the mezereum root. Sometimes the cold bathy
and elpecially bathing in the fea, will greatly contiibute to thg
effe@ of the above medicines ; andif the difeafe beobliinate, we
fhould more carefully enquire into its nature, and confider well
what has been faid above, chapter xiv. 3
From the decodtum Lufitanicum] have feen, in feveral inftances,
evidently good effeéts. Butof all the remedies hitherto recom=
mended for venercal complaints incurable by mercury, 1 have
feen nene equal in its effeds to a decociion made ufe of by Dr.
Paullina. Withthis deco@ion, the moft malignant and obftinate
ulcers, curaneous diforders, tophus, caries, pains of the bones
and other parts of the body, whichrefifted the power of all o=
ther medicines prefcribed by different phyficians in diffierent eli-
‘mates, have been effectually cured, and, whatis fill more’ re-
markable, for the molt part, in a very fhort (pace of time. But
itis much to be regretred that this remedy cannot become of ge-
neral ufe, becaufe nobody could hitherto ever pievail upon the
~do@or to make it public,

X

CpEp s B S XIX,

Obfervations on fome Dangerots or Unhappy ,Pre:,’ujz;‘ccs gene=
nerally prevailing abour the Vencreal Difeafe.

T is an opinion imbibed by fame patients, that the venereal
I‘poifon, when once abforbed into the fyftem, can by no
means be totally e adicated ; confequently they beheve,{ thara
Ecrfon who is once thoroughly infeéted, can never look upon

imfelf as radically cured. ~ Thisopiaion, bofidas its abf;xm,;:
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zenders thofe who"entertain it very unhappy. I have feen fre=
quant inftances, in the female fex elpecially, where fuch patients
lzd a moft miferable and melancholy life, notwithftanding every
thing the phyfician couldfay ro the'contrary. The leaft fgadow
of a head-ach, a rheumatic pain, or the {malleft pimple upon the
skin, were by fuch perfons accounted certain proofs of the pois
fon lurking in the mafs, and about to produce the moft direful
efe@>  Thef: patients are real objeéts of compalflion : we ought
to beftow fome rime for inquiry, and pay the moft careful atren-
tion towards thém ; for indeed we can hardly think of a great-
er, degree of mifery than to be perpetually haunted with fuch
animagination. If, therefore, afrer our moft careful inquiry,
we find no fymptoms of a venereal kind remaining, we thould
endeavour ro corred their prejudice, by fetting before them the
exarsple of others of their acquaintance, or, if circumftances ad-
mit, of thofe of our own, who have been affeted as much as
taemfelves, or perhaps much more, and who now, perhaps, af~
ter a great number of years, enjoy the moft perfeét ftate of health;
re married, and have healthy and fine children. : !
. The fame attention we ought to pay to thofe who imagine,
thar if mercury is once taken £or the cute of the lues, it will not
foeflz@ually cureit a fecond time. Thele prejudices are moft
frequently found among the women, though fometimesalfo men
of a melancholic conftitution will be influenced by them : but
there is another prejudice of which I am now to f{peak, whic}}
is not only abfurd, but criminal, and deferves a molt fevere pu=
pithment from the magiftrate, wherever it can be proved. It ex-
ifts only among fome young men of a loofe charaéer, and. dif«
folute and bratal manner of thinking.  With thefe wretches it is
anopinion, that the beft method to get rid of a clap is coition.
withoneor more healthy women; and in this manner I have
feen venereal complaints propagated,in the courfe of a few days
to ten or twelve hicalthy perfons, who had the misfortune to fall
in with thofe wretches, or with the objeéts of their brutality
and cruelty: The abfurdity of this notion is evident to .every
perfon of common fenfe, who has the lcaft knowledge of the
pature and {eat of the difeale ; and where this pradice ar_lfeé
merely from prejudice, the flighteft information will be fufficient
to remove it. But it is to be feared, that the caufe may frequent=
Iy lie decper in the heait of thefe perfons ; 2nd that this abomi-
nable pradice proceeds from malignity, or from a mean and low
difpofition to revenge themflves upon inhocent perfons, becau[g
in their impfudencs or drunkennefls they themfelyes had become
,@he dupes of others.
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