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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE
author of the following fmall Treatife has rr.?de it his:

bufinefs to examine all that has been written on the Vene

real Difeafe, from the days of Aftruc to the prefent tin.e ; to ;i

that he has thusfelected, he has added his own Pra6ical GLfer-

vations, and hopes, that by thofe who are bert acquainted with

the following Treatife will not be deemed fuperfluous.
Should any reader be fiartled at certain modes of practice here

recommended, he begs the favor, before they venture to ccn-r

demn, that they will take the trouble to give them a fair trial ;
and if they then difcover them to be enoneous, that they will

ive a candid account of their experience to the world as he i-.js

one, without laying any flrefs upon theories uafuppci.ed by
fads, or plaufible conjectures, which have not been cohfiitiKo by
repeated experimental obfervations. Y, hoever makes any difco-

"

very that can tend to alleviate in any dep ree the diftreflcs of man

kind, is called upon by the duties he owes to fociety to make tlv.fo
difcoveries as generally known as poflihk. This has been tla:

authors way of thinking at all times, and that which has directed

his conduct on the prefent occailon.
He has omitted in the former editions to mention, amor;; the

different methods of curing the lues, Mr. Ctarc's manner of rui

ning one or two grains of calomel, with faiiva, every mining
and evening, on the lips or ou;ii:i

- of the gun s. The objec'iioi.s
hz had againft this method fubfiit lliU, and ire acknowledged I y

the author himfelf, viz. a very fpeeiy forenefs of the n.outh a:.d

falivation. Thefe fymptoms he found alw ay rather contmr) to

a happy and radical cure. This application to the mouth, or

glans penis, or labia, however, r.uy be ufeful 10 perfons-v, K ,

from a peculiar irritability, cannot ufe mercuiy in any other

way.
Another obfervation is about the ufe of opiun- agi'r !t ve-

aereal ulcers. This remedy has been lately highly cxu^led, I ut

upon diligent and careful inquiry, he has rot found one rati.- r,

with venereal ulcers, cureefbyit, who had not previouliy mr.de

ufe of mercury, or who was not obliged to have recourfe to th,s

latter to complete the cure afterwards.- Opium, however, feetrs
to be a valuable medicine for allaying the pain, andfavoini'g
the healing of ulcers of various kinds.
An error muft likewife here be taken notice of, the v/r.l

clap" is not, as mentioned, derived from claping ; butfrom the

obfolete French word clapier, fignifying a lodging or Ihop' of a

fingle common woman.

c-
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PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS

O N

VENEREAL COMPLAINTS.

Ad re&e rnedendum omnino opus eft, ut remedia, nonfolum gencri, fed fpe-
cicicuique, cc faepi ctiam vcrietatibus qmbufdam, ap^rime fint accomm#a
data.

Cullen, Synop. Ntf.Method.

CHAP. I.

Obfervations on the Venereal Infection, and the different ap
pearances of Syphilitic Complaints in general,

WE
fay that a perfon is poxed, injured, or affeded with
the venereal difeafe, pox or bad diftemper*, when the

venereal poifon has been received into the fyftem, and
there produces its peculiar effects. Thefe effects or fymptoms are
ulcers of the mouth, fauces, and skin, cutaneous eruptions, tet
ters, pains and fwelling of the bones, 8cc. But as long as the
effects of the poifon are confined to the genitals, the diforder is not
called a fyphilis, lues venerea, or pox ; but diftinguifhed by fome

particular name, according to its different appearances ; fueh as

gonorrhoea, (hancre, bubo, &c.

Concerning the nature of the venereal poifon, we know no

more than we do about that of the fmall pox, or any other cod-

tagion ; we know only that it produce fuch and fuch effects,
which yield to a particular mode of treatment. Like other con

tagions, it requires fome time after being applied to the human

body, before it produces that fermentation (if I may be allowed
the expreffion) which bring* on the diforder. It is not knowa

whether the poifon ha? different degrees of acrimony and volati

lity, or whether it is always the fame in its nature, varying only
With regard to the particular part to which it is applied, or ae-

A. cording
* In latin this difeafe is called, lues venerea, morbus gallicus, or Syphil.-s

Whether the name Syphilis is dciivcd from fus, porcus, and philia, ann, as i(

you would fay, amor peninus j or •whether it cw s k* origin ro i-me other de

rivation, is uncertain. In French it is called LamaUditveneriennt, La vercitm

or Grande ver tit ; in Ger»»an, l.xiif%mhi Frtr.vftn.
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cording to the different hab,it and constitution, or particular idic«

fyncracy, of the perfon who receives the infe. ion. We know

that mercury polfeffes a certain and fpacific power of deftroying
the venereal virus : but we are quite uncertain, whether it acts

by its fedative, aftringent, or evacuart quality ; or it not rather

by a chemical elective attraction, whereby both lubibnces uni

ting with one another, are changed into a third, ^ hich is no

more hurtful, but has fome new properties, entirely diilinct from

thofe of the two former.

The variplou* contagion, we know, produces its clk-is in a-

bout twenty or twenty -four days,after the infection is received

from the atmofphere, and eight or ten days if by inoculation, iiut

with regard to the venerea^ virus, we are lefs acqu? ted with

the period. At fome times, and perhaps in particular perlons,
it requires a longer time to produce its ff-cts, than at c^her times,

or in other perfons. I have feen fhancres arife in the fpace of

twelve hours, nay in a ftill fharter time, indeed I might fay in a

few minutes, after impure coition ; whereas in others th y make

their appearance only in as many days. The generality oi men

feel the firft fymptoms of a g©norrhoea on rhe fecond, third, or

fifth day after an impure coitus ; but there are cafes where they
are not obferved till after as many weeks or months. About ten

years ago, I was cpnfulted by a perfon in whom a violent dif-

■charge from the glans, along with a phymofis, but without any
fhancres, took place four weeks after inf. dion ; though, during
ail that interval, he felt not the leaft fymptom of the difeafe.

Some years ago ayoungman went out in feemingly perfect health
to the Eaft Indies ; but on his arrival in that hot climate, after a

voyage of four months, a violent gonorrhoea broke out before he
went on fhore, though he could have received no infection during
the voyage, as there was not a woman on board.

How long the venereal poifon may lurk in the body itfelf, after
it has been abforbed into the mafs of bloody before it produces
any fentlble effects, is a matter of equal uncertainty. There is

fcarce a practitioner wh> has notobferved inftances of its remain

ing harmlefs for weeks, or even months, in the body. I have

hadaccefs to obferve a cafe, where, after lying dormant for half
a year, it broke nut with unequivocal fymptoms. But the fol

lowing inftance is ftill more extraordinary- Some years ago I

was confulted by a gentleman about a fore throst, which I deda-

red to be vea*real. My patient was aftonifhed, and aiTured me,

that for nine years paft he had not had the leaft venereal com

plaint, nor had any reafon to believe he had iince received any
infection. But at that time he had been in the Eaft-Indies, where
he laboured under a virulent gonorrhoea. On his return to Eu

rope, being to appearance in perfect health, he married, and con-
ri-M«J nerfectly free of any fuch complaint ever fince. By a mer-
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curial courfe, however, the complaint for which he applied to

me was completely removed.

In fomepeifons the venereal poifon more particularly attacks

the throat, where it produces ulcerations ; while in others it ex

erts its virulence on the skin or bones. Whilft the.gteateft part of
mankind are thus eafily affected by this poifon, there are fome
few ,vho feem to be altogether unfufceptible of the centagion,
a; d run every risk without fufferiug in the fmalleft degree ; juft
as fome cannot be infected with the variolous contagion, though
they go into infected places, and exuofe themftlves to every ha

zard by which the difeafe is generdPy communicated.. Some are

more liable to be infected than others feemingly of the fame ha

bit ; and thofe who have been once infected feem to be more liable

to catch the contagioa a fecond time, than thofe who never weie

infected before with the difeafe. The fame difference is obferv-

able in the progrefs made by the difeafe after thepatient is infec
ted. In fome the progrefs is flow, and the difeafe appears fcarce

to gain any ground ; while in others it advances wilh the ut~

moft rapidity, and foon produces themoft terrible fymptoms.
At what time this dreadful malady, the very idea of which

poifons the jourceof happinefs, was firft known among mankind,
is a matter I cannot pretend to decide. Even the time joi its firft

app-'nrance in hurope, and whence it was imported thither, is un-
c :i tain. Thus much we may venture to affirm, that we have no

authentic proofs of its having exifted among the ancient Greeks

and Romans ; though thefe undoubredly were as licentious as

their pofterity, whether barbarous or refined. Some diforder*

arejpaentioned"by ancient writers which feem to intimate the ex-

iflence of the venereal diftemper, in fome fhape, or other, "from

the earlieft antiquity. Such are the difchar^e mentioned in the

book of Leviticus, the difeafe of Job, and that related in the

pfalms of David ; fome complaints of the gwnital parrs related by
Paulus Aeginfla, by Aethis, &c. The corroding ulcers of the

prepuce and glans, the difchurgc of thin /anions matter from
the penis, the mortification and cancer of the penis, the phage-
doenic ulcer of thefame, the warts of the prepuce and glands,
condylomata ad anurn, the [welled tefiiclcs urijiug wil/iout ex

ternal contufion, all mentioned by Celjus, l.vi. cap. xviii. De

obfeoznamm partium vitiis, and defcribed as obflinate difeafes,
and hardlycurable without the hot iron. But whether thefe have

been modifications of our more modern fyphilitic complaints, or

diforders of a quite different nature, is what I cannot take upon

me to determine.

That venereal complaints, however, did really exift in Eu

rope before the return of Columbus from his fiift voyage to the

Caribbee iflandt in 1493, is sot only probable, for the reafons

allsdged by Dr. Sanches, in his Dijfertation fur I'origine de
la
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la maladie venerienne, and in his Examen hiftoriquefur V appa
rition de la maladie venerienne en Europe ; but confirmed to me,

though contrary to the opinion of Dr. Aftruc, by the 4th law

given in the manufcript ftatutes, De difciplina Lupanaris publi-
ei Avenionenfis (Avignon), made in the year 1347, by Queen
Joannal. After other regulations, the law proceeds thus :~^
"
Jubet Regina Sabbato quilibet a Bayliva una rum chirurgo, a

"
confulibus propofito, mulieras meritorias fingulas luftrari j

"

quotcunque in lupanari proftant. Et fi qua fcortationi a:gri-
**
tudenem tillam contraxerit, a ceteris feponi ut feorfim habitet,

"
ne fui copiam facere poflfit ; ut morbi przeaveantur quia juve-

"
nibus poflent concipi." Which may be thus tranflated :

** The
"

Queen further orders, that every one of the women kept in that
"

bawdy-houfe fhould be vifited every Saturday by the mother
"

abbefs, together with a furgeon appointed by the magiftrate*
"
for this purpofe ; and if there be any who have contracted

" fome difeafe by fcortation, the fame ihould befeparated from
u
the reft, and be fhut up in a private room, fo that /he may

**
not lie with any man, in order to avoid by thefe means the

"
diforders which might be communicated by her to young men."

See Aftruc De morb. vener. p. 34. iiut all this will be made ve

ry foon ftill more probable froi.i the light thrown on the fubject
by the learned and ingenious Dr. H infer, from old authentic

manufcriptsdifcovcred by him.

It is a queftion, whether the venereal poifon can be abforbed

into the fyftem, without a previous affection of the genitals or

fome other parts of the furface of the body ; and indeed this is

with me ftill a matter of doubt. Though I have for fifteen years
examined all the cafes which fell under my inflection, with a

view to determine this queftion, I have not met with one well-

authenticated fact which conld determine me to take the affirma

tive. 4 I have never feen a il'ngle petfon affected with this difeafe

for fhefirfi time, without fome previous appearance, either of a

running, ora venereal ulcer, in fome part or other of the body,
efpscially of the genitals ; though indeed I have met with feve-

ral inftances where the patient had imagined himfelf radically cu

red of fuch complaints lung before. In fome cafes, I have, on a
clofe examination, difcovered very fmall venereal ulcers, where
the patient himfelfknew nothing of them ; in others, where the

patients have aflferted, that they Were infected without any pre
vious difeafe of the furface, they have, on a ft rid enquiry, con-
felTed that they had either had fhancres, or ulcers of a doubtful

nature, on the thigh, fcrotum, &c. or even the pcx itfelf, one,
two, or tn<:-re years before, though they had loug imagined them-

felves perfectly and radically cured. I have indeed been told by
fome erainem phyficians, that buboes fometimes arife without

any
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any previous running or ukeration ; but as no fuch cafe ever

fell under my infpettion, I muft ftill remain in uncertainty.
It has been aflerted, even by fome late writers, that this dif

eafe »ay be caught by lying in the fame bed with or after an in
fected perfon. But this, from the moft accurate obfervations and

experiments I have made upon the fubjeft, I have never been a-

ble to confhm. Nor do we ever fee nurfes infected in the Lock

Hofpital, where they live night and day with patients in allfta-
ges of the difteraper. The fact feems to be, that patients are apt
to impofe upon themfelves, or upon phyficians and furgeons, with
regard to this matter ; and the above opinion eafily gains ground
among the vulgar, efpecially in countries where fuperftition is

more prevalent, or where they are more influenced by their fer-

vile fituation in life, or other circumftances. Hence we fome-

times hear the moft ridiculous accounts given in thofe countries,
by friars and common foldiers of the manner in which they were

infected with this difeafe.

Anothe* queftion,which lam equally unable to decide, is, whe
ther the venereal poifon ever infects any fluid of our body Mides

the mucus and lymphatic fyftera. Heace I am in doubt, whe
ther the venereal poifon in an infected woman ever effects the

milk, and confequently whether the infection can thus be convey
ed to the infant by the milk alone, without any venereal ulcers

on or about the nipples. It is equally a matter of uncertainty to

me, whether the venereal difeafe is ever conveyed from an in

fected father or mother, by coition, to the foetus, provided their

genitals are found ; or* whether a child is ever infected in the

utarus of adeceafed mother. Such infected infants as came under

my obfervation, and that of my friends, whofe practice affords

them frequent opportunities of feeing new-born infants, feemed
rather to militate againft the opinion. Neither I myfelf, 001 any
of them, have been able to obferve ulcers of a venereal kind up
on new-born children ; and fuch as make their appearance four,
fix, eight, or more days afterwards, on the genitals, anus, lips,
mouth, &c. or the difcharge like a gonorrhoea, which fometinies
takes place, mayprobably be fuppofed to arife by infection, du

ring the paffage, from ulcers in the vigina of the mother, the

skin of the infant being then nearly as tender as thofe parts which

are not covered with the cuiicle in adults; and this is perhaps the

only timewhen an abforption of the venereal poifon might taks

place without a previous excoriation or ulcer of the skin.

All the ways, therefore, by which the venereal poifon may
be communicated from an unhealthy to an healthy perfon, may
be reduced to the following heads.

1. The moft frequent method is, by the coition of an healthy
perfon with another who is infected, eitherwith « .enereal go

norrhoea, or venereal ulcers of the genitals.
2. By
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2. By the coition of an healthy perfon with another apparent

ly healthy, in whofe genitals the poifon lies concealed, without

having yet produced any bad fymptoms. Thus, a woman who

has perhaps received an infection from a man two or three days
before, may, during that time, infect, and often does infect, a-

nother man, without having any fymptom of the difeafe vifible

upon herfelf ; and vice verfa, a man may infect a woman in the

Came manner.

3. By fucking. In this cafe, the nipples of the vre: rurfemay
be infected by venereal ulcers in the oiftuth of the child ; or, vict

verfa, the nipples of the nurfe being infected, will occafion ve

nereal ulcers in the child's nofe, mouth or lips.
4. By expofing to the contact of the venereal poifon pry par!

of the body either covered with the cuticle or not, by kilting...
touching, &c„ efpecially if the parts fo expefed have been pre-

vioufly excoriated, wounded, or ulceraJed, by any c?.ufe what

ever. In this manner we frequently fee venereal ulcefs srife m

the ferotum and thighs ', and there are fome weil-attcfted :nuan

ces where the infection took place in the hands of rr.crv'ves of

furgeons. I have likewife feen venereal ulcers proevrjed in the

noftrils, eye-lids, and lips, of perions who had torched the ge

nitals either of themfelves or others affected with the gonorrhoea
or venereal ulcers, and then rubbed their noftrils, &c withtheij

Jngers, without previoufly wafting their hands.

5. By wounding any part of the body vvich a lancet or knife

infected with the venereal virus. In this there is afimilarity be

tween the venereal poifon and that of the fmall pox. We have

feveral exampLs of the latter being produced by bleeding with a

lancet which had been previoufly employed for the purpofe of

inoculation, or of opening variolous puftles, without being pro

perly cleaned afterwards ; and Van Swieten relates feveral inftan-

ces w he-rc the lues was communicated by a fHrilar carei?lTnefsin

cleaning the in ft rumen t uf*?d in bleeding <tr fcarification. We

had kft year a melancholy example here of a young lady, who

having drawn a decayed to \\\, and replaced it with one taken

immediately from a young woman apparently in health, was foort
after affected with an ulcer of the mouth. The fore manifefted

itfelf to be of a venereal nature ; butf -»oh was itsobftinacy, that
itrefifted even the moft powerful mercurial remedies, termina

ting at laft in a caries of the maxilla, with a moft fhocking ero-

fion of the mouth and face, by which the unhappy patient was

deftroyed ; and all this without the fmalleft diforder being per
ceived in the woman frcm whom the found tooth was procured.
No branch of the medical art has as far as my knowledge ex

tends, received fo many valuable improvements from modern

practice as the treatment of. th? different venereal complaints; and

I believe, amongft the various difeafes to which mankind arefub-

jetf,
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jetf, there is none of which the cure is now more eafy and cer

tain than the venereal difeafe, if properly and judicioufly treated,
butwhen neglected, or unskilfully treated, it is often rendered

obftinate, and fometimes nearly incurable: and it is a w eh-known

truth, that many people fuffer more, and have their eonfti uni

ons broken by prepofterous treatment in this difeafe, than perhaps
by the difeafe itfelf, if they had applied nothing at all. Yet
there is fcarce any difeafe whatever in. which more people pre
tend to skill than this; and among the whole herd of quacks,
there is fcarce one who does not pretend to fome fuperior know

ledge, or to ih-i poffeflion of fame particular noftrum, which he
fets forth as an infallible remedy for this diforder in all its vari

ous ftages. Thus, with confummate impudence, he impofcs on

fuch patients as have ths misfortune to fall into his hands, and
who fooner or later are generally fure to fuffer feverely for their

credulity. It is, however, certain, that to be able to cure this

diftemper in all its various ftages, requires not oi»ly a great de

gree of judgment in the choice and dofe of the medicines, but
likewifefuch a thorough knowledge^" the conftitution of the

patient, as is not to be obtained burrb) a long experience and

judicious obfervation. Hence more than common abilities are

often reqirifite perfectly and radically to cure a confirmed lues,
or venereal complaintswich have been prepofteroufly treated.

The great number of unfortunate victims to ignorance and rapaci
ty, which we daily obferve, are but fo many aonfirmations, of

the truth of thisaifertion.

From the moft authentic accounts, it cannot be douttid that

venereal complaints were formerly much more violent, dreadful,
and even not unfrequently fatal. This is generally imputed to t!:e

more malignant nature of the poifon at that time ; and it is ima

gined that afterwards 'it grew more mild. But this opinion ficms

tome to be deilitute of any folid foundation. I have fecu the

difeafe, and all its different fhapes, not in ten or twenty, but in

hundreds of inftances, as violent and Inver iate as ever defcribed

by any author of the 1 6th or 17th cenrury. All that can be faid

is, that we fee thofe dreadful complaints now mere feldora in

Europe in general. This, I think, is not owing to the difference
of climate, as fome might imagine; hut to the. improvements
made in the treatment of this difeafe, and more efpecially to the

enlightened principles ofhumanity fpreading all over Europe, and

happily fucceeding the barbarous fuperftiiion and cruelty of for

mer times. We no longer abhor or expofe thofe poor unhappy
wretches on the dunghill, or let them die, as the Kalmucks do

their brethren and children affected with the fmall- pox, without

giving them theltaft artiftance : both fexes, being in our times left

expofed t© the prejudice of others, apply fooner for 1 lief, and

obtain it more eafily from more humane ;nd better iaftructed per-
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fons ; and I am peruaded it isowing-principally te this, thatth*
difeafe is not only lefs frequent, but in all its different fymptoms
lefs violent, in this capital, than in any other in Europe. Peo

ple of the lower clafs have not onlyfo many hofpitals or difpen-
faries, where they get advice and medicines from unprejudiced
and skilful perfon*, for nothing ; but thofe of the female fex,
who would be perhaps detained by fhame frem applying to fuch

a place, eafily find a gentleman who gives them money to fupport
them during their miferable fituation, and as eafily a medical man

Who cures them without expecting any remuneration whatfoever.

I know this no where the cafe abroad; befides, the generality
of phyficians and furgeoris, not having the advantage of fuch a In

beral education, have more confined notions, and often but a ve

ry fuperficial knowledge ©f this difeafe. Our phyficians and fut-

geons do not think themfedves authorifed to reproach their ve

nereal patients with their mifery in a rude and inhuman manner,

or to let thefe poor creatures fuffer as inftruraents of his venge

ance, or, id order to pleafr God Almighty, think themfelves ap

pointed by Heaven to pun ifh rather than relieve them, as I have

a thoufand times heard evjhia gr-'at capitals in different parts of

the continent. Our majmrates and police do not force thefa

wretches into a prifon, or into an hofpital, not very different

from a prifon, but put in their way all pofiible means to procure
relief for themfelves. In other countries, where government

purfues a different plan, where patients have no place of refort,

wh'jre they are expofed to die of hunger during the cure, or

where they are even intimidated from applying in time, in thofe

countries I have frequently feen the diforder in its moft horrid

ftages, a^rd fuch as are almoft unknown in this country. In fhpe*,
Jet*a perfon make the tour of Europe, and only take notice of the

venereal patients, as well thofe who are confined in hofpitals, as

thofe who live or die unnoticed, under the moft horrid fymptoms
•f this difeafe, in their private abodes ; and he will be able to

form as folid a judgment of the comparative progrefs of enlight
ened principles of governments in different countries, from thefe

obfervations, as from any other enquiry whatfoever. He will

be aftonifhed to find at this day fuch a dinrerence between the fe

veral governmentswith regard to barbarity and humanity, as I

found with refpect tofcience, not many years ago, between two

modern univerfities •, I mean Goettingen and Louvain. In the

former, every inflitution is calculated to inculcate upon the minds

of young r%n every kind of ufeful knowledge, and the moft li

beral principles of philanthropy ; whereas, in the latter, every

thing feems to confpire to keep the youth in fuperftition and ig
norance, and to engrave in their hearts all the principles of into-

1 -ranee, and hatred of true learning ofevery kind, for which we

now fo juftly blame owr forefathers.
* I have
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t have at leaft hitherto found the frequency and the violence of
Venereal complaints in different countries, to be exactly in propor
tion to the degree in which learning is encouraged by govern
ment, and liberal principles diffeminated among the people. From
thefe obfervations, I am convinced, that if a judicious plan, with
proper regulations and precautions, was adopted by any govern
ment, in whatever climate,, all the violent fymptoms of the ve
nereal difeafe would not only be rendered uncommon,, but the dif
eafe itfelf might be* if not entirely eradicated, at jeaft greatly
dirninifhed in its frequency ; but fuch a plan, though eafily con
ceived and executed, feems not yet adapted to the tafle of the
brefent age, but perhaps rather'calculated for our humane and
more enlightened pofterity.

t H A P. II.

On Claps (B l e n n c^fc r rt a g i a.)

THE Clap (Blennorrhagia) or as it is commonly Called thpi
virulent gonorrhoea*, isalocal inflammation, attended with

the difcharge of a puriforra matter from the urethra in men, and

from the Vagina in women ; accompanied with a frequent defire
ofmaking water,-which occafions a fcaldmg, Or pricking and

burning pain, timing the time of its paffage ; and arifirig from

any ftimulus applied to thofe parrs, provided it be fufficiently
ftrong. Sometimes, by theviolence of the irritation, the fecreti-
bn of mucus feems to, be totally fufpended, or at leaft confider-

ably diminished, fothat no dlfchatge, or only a very fmall one,
takes place, tho* the other fymptoms rage with the utmoft violence;
In this cafe, the difeafe has obtained the very improper name of

gonorrhoea ficea, as if we were to fay, fiuxus feminisfinefluxu.
Another fymptom isaviolentpain during erection, from the tenfion.
of the framum, which has obtained the peculiar name otChordeei

but

6

* the narrte (Seriorrboed is derived from the Greek gout, genitura, femen. and

ttofluo, i. e. fi»vus/iminis , which is a very improper name for the diforder in

qncition, bccaufe it conveys an erroneous uleaw The name Gonorrhoea implies
a difcharge offemen, which never takes place in this dilorder. If a Greek

name is to be retained, I w»ulci call ir BUnntrrhagia, from blennos, mitrut and

iet, fif», i.i. MucifluxHt {affivut); and rluis dilringaish. it both from real go'-
titrrhoeas, and from gletti, to which latter I would give chc narrte* Blennorrheta,
Muciftuicus [pdjjivus)., i.e. without phlngiltic fymptoms. In fcnplish, the dif
eafe is commonly called a Clup, from the old French word clapier, a tingle
lodging-uf a common woman j in German, a Trtpper, froxh dripping; and
in French, a Chattii-pljft, from the heat and fralding inmaking water i names
derived from the principal fymptom* of the difeafe. See the Noftltgical Tabl*

ofthis difeafe at the end of the following chapter.
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but afthefe diftia&ions denote only the violence of fome particu
lar fymptom, there is nooccafion for retaining them.

This diftemper, we may obferve, i. Is a local inflammation ;
and therefore, like all others of the fame Itind, does but feldorn

affect the whole fyftem. 2. The difcharge1, though the matter

has a purulent appearance, is not a real pus, much hWfemen, as
fome patients fancy. The matter difoharged is nothing elfe but

merely themucus of the urethra or vagina fecreted in a larget
quantity than ufual, and changed in its colour and confiftence by
the ftimulus applied to the parts ; like the raucous difcharge from
the nofeor lungs in a coryza, or cough from cold, where the mu

cus affumes nearly the fame purulent appearance. It is an er

roneous notion, that this difcharge aiifes always from an ulcer

in the urethra. In ninety-nine out of an hundred gonorrhoeas,
perhaps, there is no fuch thing as an ulcer; but the difeafe is

merely a fuperficial inflammation of the internal membrane of the
urethra, like that above-mentioned of the mucous membrane of

the nofe or lungs from cold*, tor in this laft cafe, though the

difcharge has much the appearance df purulent matter, we know
that it never proceeds from an ulcer in the nofe or lungs. Thus

we may eafily account for the quantity of the matter discharged ;

and have no reafon to be furprifedi, that fo large an excretion as

is frequently obferved in violent gonDrrhceas, mould fo little af-

fed the conftitution : while if an equal quantity of femen, or

real pus, was difcharged, we fhould find the conftitution and

ftrength of our patients materially injured;, which is, however,
but feldom the cafe, even in the moft virulent gonorrhoeas. 3.
I have faid, that the difcharge may proceed from any ftimulus of

fuftieient power applied to the parts. To difcufsthis latter fub-

jeft more fully, I fhall coniider it under the three following
heads.

I. I am

* This has been in.in.rco racherfuppjled, than proved by any direct fa&-

Anatomifts examining the urethra of men who had laboured during their life
time repeatedly usder gonorrhceas, found, after death, no cicatrix in the ure

thra ; andthence the conclusion was drawn, that gonorrhasas were generally
not accompaniedwith an ulceration. This, however, would, in my opinion,
prove little or nothing-, as we fee daily, that shancres on the prepuce or

glans, though fsmetimes pretty deep, gooff, ard are a short time after fo ob

literated, that not the leak mark or a former ulcer or cicatrifation is to b*
feen. To conclude thence, that there has never been any ulcer, becaufe in
fuch a cadaver wc find no cicatgjfacion on the prepuce or glans, would in thi«
cafe be evidently wrong. But what an atom ifts have hirhei to only fuppofed, it
•owaiadc evident by my iricndDr St* 7, profemV of the practice of phyficae
Vienna. He , had two years ago the iriftiuctive opportunity of diiled ng a

man who died in his hofpital, while labouring under a virulent gonorrhaa.
On opening the urcihra carefully, he foufid its internal furface pretcinarurally
redj twoof the lymphatics prccernaruralty white and enlarged , andthepuri-
formmacterooiing outfrora the internal membrane, efpecially atche lacuna
where the leat of the diforderwas, without the leait appearance of an «lc«ra-
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U Jarn of/>£inion, that virulent gonorrhoeas,", arifing from an

e^fcr/t^caiife* are actually excited by the, ftimuhw applied to

riredayity of theurethra itfelf ;" and that cpnfequently, in coiv

tlon, the virulent mucus of the vagina is driven, or, if I might
to lay, forced Into the urethra, and not, as forae writers have*

imagined, abforbed by the lymphatics of the glans penis, and
thence depofited at the- lacuna under the fr?num.— -If luchan ab-
forbtion .actually took place, we fhould every day obferve viruy
lent runnings feated low down in the urethra, as well as under
the £*num j whereas this is leldom or never the eafe. The feat
of thefe gonorrhoeas is always originally in jfye lacuna under -the

(ramum ; and thofe which are found to hayetheir feat at thecur-
vatura penis, or lower down in the urethra, are not fo at the
commencement of the difeafe, ©rarife from an internal caufe.
What has been faid of the imppfitbility of fuch an immediate ap

plication of the virus to the ir.fide of the urethra, becaufe its ori»
fice is clofely fhut up during, erection, and therefore admits not off

any fuch introduction, appears to me only to be reafoning from
an iil-grbunded theory*.
it. I ihall prove, both from well-eftablifhed principles, and

from practical obfervations,
4t that gonorrhceas not only may,

"* but moft frequently do, arife from the fame venereal poifen
"
which, applied to other parts of the body, produces fhancres,

"
or other fymptoms of the lues.*' It has of late been afferted,

even by fome phyficians of eminence, that the poifon which

produces a gonorrhoea, is different from thatwhich produces the
lues ; and feveral fpecious arguments have been brought in favor

of this paradoxical opinion. This difpute concerning the nature

of gonorrhceas, leads me into a difcuflion the more agreeable, as

it is of confiderable importance in practice, and as experiments
and obfervations will, I think, enable me to prove not only the

contrary, but perfectly to reconcile the different opinions, and
thus fet the matter in a clear light, and free it from that obfeuri-

ty in which it has been hitherto involved. I enter therefore in

to the difcuflion of this fubject with the confederation of the dif

ferent reafons alledged for that favorite doctrine.

Firft, It is faid, That f/ie/>oi/b/z which produces thegonorrhoea
does never, like that of fhancres, produce any venereal fymp
toms in themafs, or the lues itfelf. To this I reply, that tho*

a lues is feldom produced by a gonorrhoea, yet we are by no

means to look upon this as univerfally true. The reafon why

gonorrhoeas do not, like fhancres, conftantly produce the lues, if,

that moft of them, if not ill treated, excite only a fuperficial in
flammation

* Vh at is fa i J here relates only to thofe gonorrhoea* which arife from a

eairfe externally applied. But though venereal gonorrhoeas do generally arife

f.oman external caufe, it is highly probable tome, thatthey mey (oructimei

be excited t»y the poifon depofnedfr»m the mafs, as we lee -v>t *infr«qKentty

with regnrdto shaneies.
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flammation in the internal membrane of the urethra, without any
ulceration. Hence abforption cannot eafily take place, the poi
fon being out of the courfe of the circulation. But I have feen

gonorrhoeas, through injudicious treatment, or where the difeafe
had been originally accompanied with an ulcer of the urethra,
followed by the moft unequivocal fymptoms of the lues itfelf.

The reafonwhy the venereal poifon indeed, when applied to the

urethra, does not fo frequently produce ulcers as when applied to
the glans, prepuce, and other external parts, is, that the inter

nal membrane of the urethra is defended by a large quantity of

mucus, the fecretion of which ismoreover augmented, fometimes
to a furprifing degree, by the prefent flimulus. As long as this

mucus is fecreted in fuch abundance, the poifon is inveloped,
the urethra defended, and thus the formation of ulcers effectu

ally prevented ; but if, either from the violence of the irritation,
or from any other caufe, this fecretion is diminifhed, or if by im

proper injections the mucus be waAed away while fome of the

poifon remains, I am of opinion, from more than twenty inftan-

ces which occurred to me, that in nine fuch cafes out of ten,

an excoriation or ulceration of the urethra, and fubfequent pox,
will be as certainly the confequence, as from venereal ulcers in

any other part of the body. If there was the fame quantity of

mucus between the prepuce and the glass, as there is in the ca

vity of the urethra, we fhould as feldom fee ulcers there as we do

in the urethra in cafes of Ample gonorrhoea. We obferve, that

when the poifon meets there with a large quantity ofmucus, as is

fometimes the cafe, it then produces no ulcers, but only a great

fecretion of puriform mucus, which is called a gonorrhoea fpuria,
butmight with more propriety be termed a BUnnorrhagia balani,
i. e. an active difcharge from the glans or corona glandis. The

reafon why this kind of running is lefs frequent than thofe from

the urethra, appears to me to be, the fmall quantity of mucus

which in moft people is fecreted in thefe parts ; whence thevirus,
not being fufhciently diluted, commonly produces thefe erofions,
or venerea^ ulcers, called fhancres.—This likewife receives a con-

fiderable confirmation from the well-known fad, that women

very feldom have fhancres in the vagina, though very frequently
in the labia pudendi and nymphs. The mere want of a fuffici-

ent quantity ©f mucus on the latter, accounts, in my opinion, fuf-

ficiently for this effe&.

Secondly. They maintain, that the poifon of the gonorrhoea
neverproduces fhancres, and that the poifbn offhancres never

proa\uces a gonorrhoea.—In confirmation of this affertion it has

been faid, thatja perfon who has fhancres will never communi

cate any other complaint but fhancres, and that a perfon who has

. a gonorrhoea cannot communicate any thing but a gonorrhoea.
i will not deny that this is frequently the cafe j but repeated
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and attentive obfervation authorifes roe to fay, that, like too ma-!

ny other medical writers, they have drawn a general conclufion

from a few obfervations favorable to their own preconceived
opinion. For in many cafes where I had occafion to examine both

parties, I have been convinced, that fhancres were commu-wcaied

by a perfon affected with a fimple virulent gonorrhoea ; and, vice

verja, that a virulent gonorrhoea had been the confcquen. eof an
infection from a perfon having fimple fhancres only. But there

is a more ftriking proof than this, which has not been taken no

tice of, viz. if apatient afflicted with a venereal running does net

take care to keep the prepuce and glans perfectly clean, fhancres

will very often be produced, the caufe of which may evidently
be traced to the matter of the gonorrhoea. This is one of the

principal reafons why in cafes of gonorrhoea we infift fo much

on the parts being kept clean ; experience having taught us, rhas

fhancres frequently arife from negligence in this particular, even

fometimes after the running has confiderab'y abated. For the

fame reafon, I conftantly order thefe patients to keep their hands

clean; having feen repeated irftances of venereal ulcers in the

nofe and eye-lids being the confequence of this neglect. But be

sides this, will any man of the medical profeffion dcubt, that

matter taken from a fbanere, and applied to the urethra, would

not produce a gonorrhoea ? This is an experiment whith I cer

tainly fhould not venture to try on myfelf. I muft conclude,

therefore, that though the writers who have afiigned this fecontf

reafon may be right in a few cafes which fell under their own

obfervation, they are wrong in deducing a general rule from a

few facts ; as I myfelf fhould be, in concluding from feveral con

trary inftances which I haveobferved, that a gonorrhoea always
communicates fhancres, and fhancres always a gonorrhoea.
Some cafes of this kind I have feen, as already mentioned, where,

in the fourth or fifth week of an ill-treated gonorrhoea, or from

a neglect of external cleanlinefs, fhancres have been produced in

places that had been perfedly wellbefore: but this furelywould

be a very {lender reafon for alerting, that fuch is always the

cafe. TUefe fhancres arifing from the matter of a gonorrhoea,

were, to my obfervation, conftantly as virulent and infectious as

original ones ; and, like thefe, when left to themfelves, produce

the fame pernicious fymptoms in the body ; and if a perfon who

has fuch ulcers was to believe that they are not venereal, not

capable ofbringing on the lues, becaufe they fo plainly origina*

ted from the matter of a gonorrhoea, he certainly would find him-

felf moft difagreeably miftaken.

Thirdly. The kft, and, in their opinion,
the moft unanfwer-

able reafon forbelievin? that the virus of a gonorrhoea, and of a

confirmed lues, aie materially different, is, as they fay, thatmer

cury never contributes to,
or accelerates the cure of a gonon-
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fioea ; but that, on the contrary, every gonorrhoea may be cer

tainly curei without mercury, andwithout any danger •/ leav

ing the lues behind. Tothis I reply, that it is indeed a cer
tain and authenticated fact, that a great many gonorrhoeas may
be, and are, eared without mercury. I have feen many inftan-

ces, where water, drunk for a considerable time, has cured the

gonorrhoea fully as well as any medicine whatever. Nature is

very often able to effect a cure in acute diftempers, if we would
allow her to proceed undifturbed in her operations. Nature,
when irritated by the poifon, will excite a greater fecretion of

mucus than ufual, in the fame manner as the lachrymal gland
pours out a larger quantity of water when a grain of fand falls

into the eye. This larger quantity ofmucus anfwers the pur

pofe of diluting the poifon as effectually as any medicine artifici

ally injected. Befide*, the poifon is by this means, not only di

luted, but carried off in part by the running; and the modern

practice of curing gonorrhoeas, by injecting fweet oil, or other

mucilaginous liquors, into the urethra, does nothing but aflift na

ture in this falutary work.
Bui though I allow that gonorrhoeas may generally be cured

without mercury, yet repeated experience has fhown me, that

it is not always poflibleto accomplilh a cure in fuch an agreeable
manner. In thofe cafes where the gonorrhoea is of a milder kind,
without any ulcer or excoriation in the urethra, it may certainly
a.nd radically be cured without ufing a grain of mercury : and

though mercury fhould be given in fuch cafes internally, it can-

rot have the leaft effect ; not becaufe the difeafe does not proceed
from a venereal poifon, but becaufe it lies out of the reach of the

circulation.

To what is further alledged, that mercury never (hows any

power in accelerating the cure of a gonorrhoea, I reply, that they
not only confound the runnings which arife from the venereal

virus, with thofe which are occafioned by other caufes ; but that

they do not make a proper diftindion between the internal ufe of

mercury and thi topical application of it. I readily allow, that

mercury given internally cannot cure fimple gonorrhoeas, as the
caufe of the difeafe lies out of its reach. But the fame confequence
cannot be drawn concerning its topical application. I am indeed

perfectly convinced, not only that mucilaginous injections, com
bined with mild mercurial preparations, contribute to the cure,

but that they are the fafeft, fpeedieft, and beft of all methods for

that purpofe: though I do not deny, that in fimple gonorrhoeas
mercury applied in thisway does not always produce beneficial

effects ; which, however, is often owing, I think, to the ufe of

improper preparations.
Itrauft alfo be obferved, that in this difpute the contending par

ries feem to have entirely overlooked the diftinction between the

fimple
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Ample venereal gonorrhoea, and that combined with an ulcerati
on of the urethra: and of fuch importance is it to attend to this

diftinction, that daily experience (hows us, that runnings of the
latter kind are not only cured more fafely and expeditioufly by
the ufe ofmercury, but that they are very Often, if not always,
totally incurable without it ; and that the gleetsremaining after
thefe gonorrhoeas, though they obftinately refift all other reme

dies, yet frequently very readily yield to the ufe of mercury, ei

ther externally or internally applied. I can even affirm with cer

tainty, that a gleet of this latter kind, of any ftanding, can ne

ver be radically cured without it.

I now proceed to examine the Iaft part of this objection, viz.
That a gonorrhoea never leaves a lues behind. This they have,
no doubt, very frequently obferved ; but here they fall into the
fame miftake as formerly, by not diftinguifhing fimple gonorrhoeas
from thofe accompanied with an ulceration of the urethra. In

deed it rauft be allowed, that an abforption cannot eafily take

place in fimple gonorrhoeas : though I eonfefs it to be yet a

natter of doubt with me, whether even in this cafe an abforption
and confequent lues do not fometimes happen ; at leaft we have

not a fufficient number of obfervations to determine this point
with certainty.
But whatever may be the cafe in fimple gonorrhoeas, it is cer

tain, that when the difeafe is accompanied with an ulcer of the

urethra, the parts are then difpofed to an abforption of the virus-
In thefe circumftarjees, I never met with a fingle patient in whom
this abforption did not take place ; and, if early recourfe wa»

not had to mercury, the lues moft certainly was the confe

quence. I have alfo met with feveral inftances, where, from the

accidental woundieg of a fmall blood-veffel in the urethra by the
unskilful application of the fyriageor catheter, the virus of a

fimple gonorrhoea has been abforbed, and produced unequivocal
venereal fymptoms in the fyftem, which, notwithstanding their

origin, yielded very readily to mercury. We may therefore af-

furedly conclude, that there are lome gonorrhoeas which cannot

be cured without mercury ; though there are others which may

be removed, without the ufe of that remedy, and without any
bad confequence enfuing. An account of fome inftances which

came under my obfervation, will fet this matter in a clearer

light.
A young man of about twenty three years of age, in perfect

health, happened to be infected wiEh a fimple gonorrhoea, with
out any other venereal fymptom. The running had been injudi-
cioufly flopped f the confequence of which was a total fuppref-
fion of urine. A furgeon was called ; and the patient being un

able to b^ar any longer the pain from the difteation »f the blad

der, recburfs was had to the catheter. But on approaching the

neck
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neck of the biadder, a great rcfiftance was found, which prevent
ed the inftrument from being further introduced, though every
pofllblemethod was tried. After waiting a little while* afecond

attempt was made but without fuccefs. As, the pain increafedi
and from the accurhulation ofurine there was great danger of ia

rupture of the bladder, a paffage for the catheter was at laft for

ced with as little violence as pofllble ; which was fueceeded by
fome drops of blood from the urethra, and followed by a large
difcharge of urine. By proper treatment, the patient recovered
in a few days from this dreadful fymptora ; the gonorrhoea came
on again } and, in afhort time after,- hewas thoroughly cured, as
We imagined* But foon after, although there had not been Jthe
l/a.1 ^p.^earance of afhancre throughout the whole courfe of the
f,S :". ^n exoftofis, with a Violent pain about the middle of the

V
, made its appearance^ IVlercury was adminiftered ; in a

'JV* -he patient found hirafelf better, and in five weeks wat

yV\'y\..ty ircdi ——Now,- from an attentive consideration of
:h's :*fc, I would ask any unprejudiced perfon, whether it is not
ref.fonaVse to fuppofe, that by forcing in.tbe catheter fome vef-r

fel hz:\ b^en wounded, in confequence of which the abforption
to< k ptace ; that the patient was from that moment infected, and

rii'tefwards cured in the fame manner as if he had r.eeived the

infection from afhancre"?

A geatL-man of about forty, years of age, who formerly had lar-1

b iurcd under different gonorrhoeas till within thefe Iaft five or fis

years, got a clap ; which he found, as he faid, rather mild, with
out much pain in making water, and hardly aay pain in erection

the firft five oi fix days"; when, after violent exercife, he felt the
whole urethra, but especially the neck of the bladder, more irri
tated ; for which, however, he took nothing but a mercurial pur
gative, u id rubbed into the perineum feme mercurial ointment

everv d^y. Thefe fymptoms, together with the running, were
nearl/ gone in eight days, leaving only a little forenefs in the

perineum. But the complaint for which he now confulted me

was a pain in the xyphoid cartilage, fo violent indeed, that he
even could not bear the touch. I advifed him to rub in fome
more mercurial ointment into the perineum for a couple of days i
when I fawhim again, the pain was notmilder, but had left its

former
* The different period of time at which the venereal difeafe and the gonorr-r

iioea fii ft appeared, has alfo bejen urged as an argument for the difference be
tween the vims of the gonorrhoea and that of the fyphilis. But it is abfurd
to oppofe uncertainty to uncertainty : we are, 7 think, i% ignorant of the
•precite period when the lues full appeareJ, ai we are of that or the gonorrhoea.
Ith^s been afferted, that the inhabitants of the South-Sea iflands, though
aflicted with the lues, are yet free from the gonorrhoea. But Captain King,
who fueceeded Captain Clerk in the latevovage round the world, a flu red m«

that this was falfe, and that he himfclfhadlc<n many of them with the matter

dripping fiom the urethra.
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former place, and occupied now the middle of the fternum, which
troubled him efpetially Iaft night. I ordered him to take mercu

ry internally; by the ufe ofwhich, this complaint in a Short time
•fter difappeared.— See alfo the cafe related page 2.

..Thus far I haveanfwered the arguments which Were adduced
to prove, that the gonorrhoea is never of a vertrreal nature, or,.
in. other words, that it never proceeds from a poifon of the fame
naturewith the lues. But though I have Shown that this doctrine
ijt exceptionable, yet I am far from maintaining that all gonorr
hoeas arife from the venereal virus. On the contrary,

.
HI. I am convinced, from experiments made on myfelf, ami

From obfervations made upon others,
"

{hat gonorrhoeas are fome-
'*
times produced from other acrimonies, or ftimuli, applied to

"
ths urethra, with nearly the fame fymptoms as we obferve in

*l a venereal gonorrhoea ;" nay, I am now even inclined to ber
Ireve, that fuch gonorrhoeas may fometimes be propagated as well
as venereal ones. Whether the gonorrhoeas, of which we have
an account in fome ancientwriters, were of that nature, I am un

able to determine ; and therefore forbear to enter upon thefub-

ject; I Shall only juft obferve, that the gonorrhoeas, I am here

fpeaking of> are very different from the flux of real femen, or

from the flux Of mucus from the proftate gland. Thefe latter

complaints, arifing chiefly from a weaknefs of the excretories

of thefe parts, occasioned by an abufe of venery, and efpecially
by roafturpation, do not come within my prefent plan.
I proceed, therefore, to the main point, vi?:. to prove, that

local inflammations of the urethra, accompanied with the run

ning called generally Gonorrhoea, are not always, ot a venereal
nature, neither in men nor women. This idea firft occurred to

me from having frequently obferved in ftone-horfes akindofruu*

ning of a greenifh yellow matter from the urethra. This run

ning, which arifes from caufes ftill unknown to me, I have feen

Iaft only for a few. days, and then go off fpontaneaufly. The

fame, aud that more frequently, I have obferved in dogs, with
out perceiving that they feemed to fuffer much pain from it ; and

though indeed they continued to lick the parr almoft conftantly,
they were never affected with any ulcer of the mouth. I have

beSides, for thefe many years part, been confulted, by a variety
of patients, for runnings very Similar to venereal gonorrhoeas', but
often fo mild in their fymptoms, and fo fhort in their duration,
that I began to doubt of their venereal nature. I have feen mar

ried people, wholived together in the moft perfect harmony and

friendship, where the one was affected with fuch a difcharge for

feveral days* without communicating the leaft fymptom to the

Other. With forae of them I have been moft intimately acquaint*
id ; ancj convinced without a doubt, that they Were faithfully

attached
C
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attached to each other j and that therefore the difeafe mult navft
been owing to fome other caufe.

AH thefe obfervations taken together, led me to believe, that
fome kinds of running might perhaps owe their origin, not to

the venereal poifon, but to fome different caufe, either external
or internal. I began to fufpcct that a difcharge might be produ
ced by any ftiraulus applied to the urethra, whether venereal or.
not, provided it be fufnciently acrid to excite an inflammation,
and confequent preternatural fecretion ofmucus from the urethra;
juft as coryzas, accompaniedwith a large preternaturally colour
ed fecretion from the mucous membrane of the nofe, arife from

c'ner caufes. Having revolved thefe ideas in my mind for feve

ral years, I determined at Iaft to make an experiment upon my
felf, which Should either confirm the theory I had lid down, or

entirely overthrow it. With this view, I took fix ounces of

water, and dropped into it as much of cauftic volatile alkali, as

gave the mixture a very Sharp fi *ry tafte. This liquor I injected
into the urethra, comprelling the canal with the fingers of my
other hand below the framum, that it might be prevented from

going further, and thus be applied to the very part which is gene

rally the feat of the venereal gonorrhoea. Themoment it touched

the infideof the urethra, I felt fuch an unfupporrable pain, that
I could not retain it for a Single fecond ; but withdrew the fy-
tinge, much againftmy will, almoft at the inftant of injedion,
and the injected liquor ran out. But though the pain continued

very feve re for half a quarter of an hour, I refolved to make a

fecond trial. It occafioned a more fevere pain than I ever re

member to have felt in my life before, yet I retained it for very
near the fpaceof a minute; when the pain became fo excruciat

ing that I could bear it no longer, and therefore withdrew the

fyringe* I inftantly felt a ftrong d^fire to make water ; buthav*

ing taken this precaution before I made the experiment, I fup-
preffed the inclination. I laid down on my fopha, and waited

the event with patience ; but fo violent was the pain, that it
Was near an hour before 1 was able to move. I then amufed my
felf with reading during the remainder of the afternoon, eat my
dinner as ufual, but went early to bed. I was now obliged to

makeWater, Which I had not done Since the time of injecting
the liquor. When the urine came to the place to which the injec
tion had been appHed, I felt a very fevere pain, but lefs violent
than what I expected. Having Slept well during the night, I ex
amined the part as foon as I awaked next morning, and found a

pretty large difcharge of puriform matter, of the fame greenifh-
yellow colour with that in virulent gonorrhoeas. The pain in

making water was now greatly increafed, and the following
ni^ht my reft was interrupted by painful involuntary erections.

Themornic~ after, the difcharge wasmuch mare plentiful, nearlv
<rf
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•fthe fame colour, only perhaps a little more greeniih} the;

pain in making water, however, was now fo violent, that I re-
folvedto mitigate it byinjectii g fome lukewarm oil of alrronds.

By thisit was greatly abated ; the running continued five days,
the pain all the while growing remarkably lefs in the part affect

ed. But I now obferved very diflinctly a new inflammation tak

ing place lower down in the urethra, where I had felt nothing
before, and where none of the injection had touched. This new

inflammation began , as it feemed to me,^tt the very border of
the former, extending it,felf lower down in the urethra ; andwas

fpllowed by a copious difcharge, attended with the fame fymp
toms as before, and continued for Six days ; at the end ofwhich,
all the fymptomswere greatly abated. But now, tomy furprife,
I felt djftinflly the fymptoms of a third inflammation taking place,
extending from the border of the former about the caput gallina-
ginis to the yery neck of the bladder, and attended by an ardor

urin?, and copious difcharge like the preceding. At this I was

ferioufly alarmed ; for I had conftantly injected the warm oil of

almonds three times a day. I perceived that the inflammation firft
excited by the tauftic alkali was moft evidently communicated

from one part of the urethra to the other ; whence I was afraid,
that an inflammation of the whole internal furface of the bladder

might at length enfue, and be attended perhaps with dangerous

confequences. In this Situation I continued betwixt hope and fear

for about feven or eight days ; when I found at Iaft, to my great

fatisfaction, this inflammation gradually abate, together with

the difcharge, without pafting the limits of the urethra; and I

was perfectly freed from every fymptom of thefe three diftinft

gonorrhoeas, as I might call them, at the end of the Sixth week.

From this experiment upon myfelf, together with the above-

mentioned obfervations, and from a very curious obfervation,
fince related in a diflertation published by Dr. Oettinger ofTubin

gen, where a difcharge from the urethra, apparently fimilar to

that of a virulent gonorrhoea, was produced by the internal ufe

of olive oil, which had been wrung out of. redTurkiih yarn, on

which it had been poured before, the reader may judge, whether

acrimonious fybftances, of a different kind from the venereal vi

rus, fuch as, cancerous ichor, or perhaps other ftimuli applied to

the urethra, may not fometimes produce the fame fymptoms as

the caufti,c didhi my experiment, and the oil in Dr. Oettinjjer's

obfervation.
•

I certainly believe, thar runnings fimilar to a go

norrhoea from the venereal virus, are fometimes produced from o-

thercaufes, Cjnjy perhapswith milder fymptoms, and of Shorter

continuance ; rho' on myfelf I could not perceive any difference

in the colour, confiftenc*..3, or other circumflances. And I now

look upon the following facts as thoroughly eftablifhed, viz. t.

That gonorrhoeas frequently arife from the fame venereal poifon
applied
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applied to the infide of the urethra, which, when applied to the
-

glans, prepuce, Sic. produces fliancres, or when abforbed into the

fyftem, produces the lues ; and, 2. That there are gonorrhoeas:
which owe their origin either to acrimonious fubftaniceV fntrodu-

$ed into the urethra ab extra, or perhaps fometimes to a more vi

olent mechanical Stimulus arifing during coition, or from fome

pther caufes hitherto unknown to us. Hence I divide the B/e/i?

nprrhagias, ak leaft into two fpecies efTentially diftinct from each

other, viz. that arifing from the venereal virus, which I cal|

Bleriterhagiafyphrliuca; and into that arifing from other acjid
fubftances, towhkhlgive the name of Blennorhagia ab acri,
cut ftimuto mechanico. By attending to this difference our prac
tice muft be regulated as long as we are not thoroughly acquaint
ed with the nature of other caufes. It is owing to the neglfcct

( or ignorance of this diftinction, that we hear quacks daily extol

ling the pre-eminence of their noftrums or fecret injections for

curing the gonorrhoea in a few days, while patients fometimes
•

complain of being kept bv the moft experienced phyficians for

weeks together, though affected with what they imagine to be

the famecornpiainr.
The running which a gentleman of my acquaintance got fome

years ago, notwithstanding, as he faid, he made ufe of the beft

preventative of all, was undoubtedly not from a venereal caufe;

and he may be equally well affected in time to come with the

fame complaint, though he now thinks himfelffafe, by what ha

calls, doubling his precaution.
The fimplefyphilitic Blennorrhagia ought further to be djf-

tinguifhed from the complicated, or that accompanied with an

ulcer in the urethra ; the latter admits no radical cure without the

internal ufe of mercury, whereas the former feldom or never re-

quj res it.
To the ignorance or neglect of the diftinction between fyphi-

litic gonorrhoeas and thofe arifing from other ftimuli,we are like-
wife to afcribe the great difference among practitioners with re

gard to the mode of treatment. Some advife aftiingents, while
others are Iavifh in their praifes of emollients. Hence, even
fome practitioners of eminence, having obferved that aftringent
injections were of fervice in fpme cafes of gonorrhoea, even in

the ftage of inflammation, recommend 'them to every patient af
fected w'th that complaint, but by no means with thefamefuc-
cefsin all cafes. For, befides violent pains in the whole courfe
of the urethra, fwelled refticles, an acute fuppreffion of urine,
&c. which are the frequent effects of thefe injections, if the dif
eafe is of a fyphilitic nature, and efpecially in its inflammatory
ftage, Strictures in the urethra, of the mofl troublefome and ob-

ftinate'narure, are often the confequence. By overlooking this

neceSTary distinction, which applies to men as well as to women,
the
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the health of the patient is not only endangered, but thehappi-
nefs of married people has been deftroyed, and the friendship be-
.twix' the two fexes has been frequently broken without reafon.
I have certainly feen more than one inftance of this kind.

^

I ftnil only add here one remark more, It is by moft people
imagined, and feveral medical writer^ have even publicly afferted,
that t:ie malignly, as they call it, or the virulence, of a gonor
rhoea, is aways in proportion to the colour of the matter dif-

eharped, and that as foon as this colour changes into a whiter
one their difcharge is no more infectious. But this appears to me

by far too general a conclusion ; for in fome perfonsi have feen
the matter retain its original fulphur colour to the very Iaft day*.
The more certain Signs of the abatement of the virulence of the

difeafe are, the ceffation ol the ardor urinje, and a capability of

^retaining the water as when in health ; the matter becoming lefs,
and of a thicker confiftence, fo that it grows ropy, and may be
drawn inro threads between the fingers j and theabfer.ee of pain
or titillation during erections. The only certain Signs, however^
of a radical cure of the gonorrhoea, and of a perfect fecurity of
not being able fo communicate the infection, are, the entire cefTa-

tion of the ruining, erCtions, and excretion of femen, without

any kird-f pah, titillation, or heat in the urethra: and though)
ir general we may affure our patients, the.change of the green
ish yellow colour to a white one is not an unfavourable Sign of
the difeafe growing better, it is by no means a certain one of the

yenereal virus being entirely eliminated.

Having thus finifhed my considerations about the natureand the,
different kinds of gonorrhoeas, we now proceed to

The Jftethod of Cure.

, Here. I muft take notice ofwhat I have eftablifhed before, that

every kind oi virulent gonorrhoea, or Blennorrhagia, is a local
inflammation, exceed by a peculiar poifon or ftimulus. If this,
poifon be venereal, the following indications will naturally.
prefent themfelves for all Syphilitic Blennorrhagias, viz.

t. To remove the poifon, or, if pofllble, to change its natures

2. To defend 'he tender parts from its virulence.

3. To allay the irritation occafioned by it.

Oily or mucilaginous injections, combined with opium and the

mildeft r-rcurial preparation, feem toanfwer all thefe different

PurP°f"'-
The

* IFwe meet with p.ttients who. are prejudiced againft the nfeof injeAion*
andwish to he Lie* ed be internal medicines, we ought to acquaint them,

th3tchcdn.-afem.iybe cured equally well vithout any topical application j

but that it v ill then require, perhaps, a little longer time, and the obterv-

aiiccofa mora exaft rcgi.nen.
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The internal ufe of the folutio Arabica, the emulfio amygda*
lina, or any other mucilaginous drink, taken largely, (with an

anodyne draught at night according to circumftances), is al

ways ufeful, and for patients who have an averfion to injecti
ons abfolutely neceffary.
Iffymptoms of an inflammatory fever appear, bleeding may

fometimes be ufeful ; but, in general, more fervice will be derU

ved from topical evacuations of blood, and from em >llie. t aod
fedative fomentations and poultices. On the other hand, when
the pati-nt is of a weak and irritahle habit of body, the dif

charge very thin and copious, attendedwith violent pain and a

quick pulf?, I have found t{ie Peruvian bark, given i- ternally,
according to circumftances, with pr without opium, more ufeful
than thewhole tribeofantiphlogiftics; butopiuro giver in emollient

glyfters is fometimes particularly ufeful in fuch cafes, i'y the

ufe of this medicine, the frequent painful erections are alfo
much mitigated ; but their return ought, as much as poflible, to
be prevented, by tying the penis down, lying on a matrafs pn

the fide, and not in a warm feather bed on the back. If the

erection is attended with a ftrangulation of the plans, the

treatment laid dpwn under the article Parophymofis will be ne

ceffary.
In order to prevent the more violent fymptoms ofgonorrhoea,

the patient ought, during its inflammatory State, to ufe as lit

tle exercife as poflible, to wear a fufpenforium fcroti from the

beginning of the difeafe, and to keep the part affected as much

poffiblefrom the cold air. The fufperforiura fcroti, or trufs-bag,
may perhaps feem fuperfluous : but being fo little troublefome

when well applied, and fo well calculated to prevent a fwellif.g
of the tefticl s, I never neglect to recommend it, efpecially to

thofe who have once laboured under this latter difeafe.—With

refpect to the regimen to be obferved in gonorrhoeas, much ex

ercife, external cold, high living, and drinking fpirituous liquors,
ought, in general, carefully to be avoided by all patients ; but

efpecially by thofe of a phlogiftic habit of body, as they general
ly fuffer more, and for a longer time, from this difeafe than
others. Such patients fhould confine themfelves to a low diet,
rather of the vegetable than of the animal kind ; they fhould eat

no fupper, and drink nothing but cooling mucilaginous liquids ;
whereas thofe Of a different conftitution are not to be reftrained.
fo much.

Neutral Salts have been formerly recommended, to cool the
blood, and to promote the fecretion of urine, by which it was

thought to mitigate the inflammation, and affift nature in the ex-

pulfion of the virus. But I have conftantly found that they are

hurtful. They increafe the fecretion of urine, render it fharpfr,
and
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And thus augment the irritation, without producing any of the

good effects alqribed to them.

A prejudice in favor of purging in gonorrhoeas has alfo long
prevailed. For this purpofe, fome have ufed the mild, and others
the more draftic kinds of purgatives ; but calomel, efpecially
has been has been recommended to be given every two or three

days. Neither of thefe medicines have I ever feen to do good,
but frequently much harm. Befides their tendency to promote
the abforption of the poifon into the fyftem, like improper in

jections* they often give rife to fwelled tefticles, difpafes of the

proftate gland, fuppreflion of urine, ulcers of the urethra or

bladder, Stc. However, though purging is always improper, the
body ought to be kept open, fo that the patient may have a ftool
fsgulariy ; and I have no doubt that is partly owing to this im

provement of our pradice, that we now fo feldom obferve fymp
toms of the lues, or ulcers of the bladder, following a gonor
rhoea.

Thus far with regard to the more general run of the diforder?
but venereal gonorrhoeas are not always fo fimple. Sometimes
the poifon feems to be of a more exalted acrimony, or rather

meet? with conftitutions of a more irritable nature ; or the

fymptoms are frequently exafperated by improper treatment, or

Jbynegled of the above-mentioned rules. In this cafe the pati
ent feels a more violent heat and pain in making water, accom

panied with atenfion of the urethra, along its whole length ; a

perpetual defire of making water, without being able to pafs
more than a few fcaiding drops at a time : frequent erections,
with moft exquifite Shooting pains throughout the whole length
of the urethra, but more efpecially at- the frxnum. Sometimes

ftreaks of blood, or real blood, are difcharged with the urine ;

and evidentmarks of an ulceration of the urethra make their ap

pearance. In this cafe, befides the above-mentioned remedies,
the ufe ofmercurial fumigations or frictions on the perineum, and
infide of the thighs, 1 have found to be one of the moft efficacious

remedies.

The fame treatment will prove ferviceabJe, if, by any caufe

whatfoever, the difcharge of the venereal gonorrhoea, during
its inflammatoiy Stage, be fuppreffed or flopped, either by acrid

•r aftringent injections, or even by the moft proper injections ap

plied in an improper manner, by draftic or repeated mild purges,

by the premature ufe of turpentine or balfamics, by violent ex

ercife, and efpecially by catching cold in the part affected. The

virus feems to leave its natural feat under the frarnum, to fettle

lower down, where the excretory duds ofthefeminal veffels and

proftate gland open into the urethra, and produces a fwelling in

•ne or both tefticles ; or, if the virus has been driven ftill lower

down to the neck of the bladder, the patient has a continual de-
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fire to make water, without being able to pafs any, or only a

few drops at a time. He is then often unable to ftand upright
for a quarter of an hour ; and a total fuppreSfibn of urine is in
this cafe frequently the confequence. In all thefe different pla
ces, the poifon generally produces only a fuperficial inflamma

tion, though not unfrequentlyalfo, by its virulence, or ^ant of
a fuficient quantity of mucui to dilute it, an excoriation and-

ulceration in the urethra take place, which then never fails to

end in an obftinate gleet, and to be followed by a general infec
tion of the mafs.

Ic fpeaking of the dreadful confequences of a fuppreSTed or

flopped venereal gonorrhoea, I muft not omit to mention a dif

eafe, perhaps the moft melancholy of all venereal complaints
whatever, I mean a violent kind of inflammation in one or both

eyes, frequently accompanied with a difcharge of puriform mat

ter, entirely Similar in colour and confiftence to that of a gonori-
thoea, and generally terminating in perfect blindnefs ; and in

other cafes inftead ofan ophthalmy, a more or lefs perfect deaf--
nefs. Though I am by no means able to account for the origin of
thofe complaints fuddenly following the fuppreflion of gonor

rhoeas, efpecially from fevere cold, (fori have never obferved

them but in very fevere climates and feafons^, to which the pad*
ent had been previoufly expofed, I am convinced of the fact. I

ftall fpeak of it more fully below, under the head of Venereal

Ophthalmy.
The only remark 1 have to make here is, that all thefe complaints

from repelled venereal gonorthoeas, being very often attended

with fuch unhappy confequences, an honeft man ought not to

mind the opinion of others, but be guided in his conduct by juf*
tice and confeience, and do every thing that poflibly may be

done to cure or relieve his patient. I therefore mention here, that
I have tried m four cafes of fwelled tefticles and fuppreflion of

urine, arifing from a retropulfed gonorrhoea, the inoculation ojF
the venereal poifon, by means of a bougie, dipped into venereal

matter and introduced into the urethra* with unexpected fuccefV.
This being the cafe, I find myfelf bound not to conceal it,

though I may poffibly be blamed for it. We are confulted for

giving relief ; and consequently fulfil our duty, at \^0thy of

fering a remedy, which the patient has always in his power to

accept or refufe.

CHAP.
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CHAP. HI.

On Gleets (Blinnorrhoe a.)

Continued running after the inflammatory Symptoms of a

gonorrhoea have for fome time difappeared, is commonly
called a Glee Blennorhozi, or Gonorrhoea inveter.ita ,

or benigna ;
^ -ame merely relative to the former, whkhi-s called Gonorrhoea

maligna or vhulenta.

G cets arife chiefly from two caufes : rft, From Simple relax

ations of the mouths of the veffc Is, which had been initated, in

flamed, and thereby loft fomewhac of their contractile power ;

or, 2dly, From an uJceration, or an erofion in fome part of the

Urethra. To the former I gave, with mote propriety I think,
the name Blennorrhoea funplex, and the" latter I call ri Blennur-

rhoza comp/icata. See the Nofclogical Table at the end of this

chapter.
In the former kind, after t'-ie in.Pammation zr.d irritation occa-

fioncd by the gonorrhoea have" fubfided, theveffds, from whence

that difcharge proceeded,, continue to pour out either matter of

the fame- puriiorm appearance, or onlya clear kind of mucus, in

a preternatural quantity. Sometimes a.gleet begins to appear af^

tercoirion, exercife, or free living, though the difcharge from

the preceding gonorrhoea had entirely difappeared fome days o«

weeks before.

Gbetsof this kind are for the moil. part. only a IoccJ complaint,
the fimple remains of a gonorrhoea not perfectly cured ; bus

thofe of the fecond kind may be eonfidored as. th.. remains of a

very violent or complicated gonorrhoea, generally accompanied
with an infection of the body.
Hence it appears, that the nature and feat or gleets may be as

various as thofe of gononhceas ; but according to the place where

they are fituated, the time they have continued, and the caufe

by which they are produced, the mclheri of cure n.uft be difr

ferent, and becomes more or lefs difficult and complicated.
Thofe gleets are moft eafily cured wjiich have their feat in tl »

urethra under the fraenum : thofe originating from ulcers of the

urethra, and which have continued for fome time, are much more

obftinate; and thofe arifing from erofions of the excretory duels

of thefeminal /eficles, or proftate gland, or from ulcers of the

bladder, are the moft Stubborn of any. In general, the further

back gleets are fituated in the urethra, the more apt they are to

produce a difficulty in making water, or Strictures arid fuppref
lion of urine ; and the more difficult, in general, proves theis

cure.

I have always found thofe glee's which fucceed a fimple go- v

^orihoea to be merely a local difeafe* and to owe their exiitenc*

A
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Solviy to a relaxation of the fmall veffels after the inflammatioif,
has fubfided. But fuch gleets as arife after a violent or ill-treat

ed gunonhjea, are generally accompanied with an excoriation ox,

ulceration of the urethra. In this cafe, the venereal poifon ijas.
beer, generally abforbed, and the mafs is of confequence more or
lefs infected.

As it is of the utmoft importance, though fometimes extreme

ly difficult toafcertain thefe points, I Shall endeavour to enume

rate the moft remarkable fymptoms by which it may be known

whether there is any ulceration in the urethra. They are Short

ly as follow : i. Streaks of blood in the mucus, or real bloodN

difcharged, during the inflammatory ftage of the gonqrrhoea, as

above mentioned ; but more efpecially after the violence of the

inflammation has abated. 2. Real purulent, or thin ichorous

matter, difcharged in a greater or lefs quantity from the urethra.

3. A fain confined to one part of the urethra j but felt more

particularly upon introducing the catheter, or prefling on the

urethra externally. 4. An acute pain in one particular place of
the urethra, felt efpecially inpafling the Iaft drop of urine, or.

theemifiion of femen. Though all thefe pretty plainly
indicate an ulcer, its exiftence will be much more confirmed, if
the preceding fymptoms of inflammation have been very hight
if the patient has been improperly treated, or even, as I have

fometimes feen, if the urethra has been wounded by a mif-r

management of the fvringe, or a rude application of the cathe

ter, during the inflammatory flare.

By not attending to thefe marks, which fufttciently point out
the exifleuce of an ulcer in the urethra, we Shall be often difap-
pointed in the cure. Whenever, therefore, we are confulted

about gleets, our firft byfmefs fhould be, to examine whether they
a fife merely from relaxation, or from an ulceration in the urethra;

arc! in this latter cafe, whether it is an univerfal or only a local

cifeafe. If an ulc.r has taken place, it will be neceffary, in
oider to form a proper prognofis, to afcertain the place of that

ulcrarion in the urethra.

When the difeafe U merely local, it may be cured either by to

pical aftringent applications, or by internal corroborating or bal-
famic remedies, or by the union of both, The beft topical reme
dies! have found, are injections m ade of white vitriol djffolved in

water, and mixed occafionaily with fome grains of calx of lead,
cr bolus Armrna ; or injections prepared with calomel fufpended
in water, or in fome mucilaginous fluid ; or a folution of blue

vi'-siol, of ilium, orof verdigreafe; each of which may in cer

tain circumltai-ces be ufeful. Of the internal remedies recom

mended for the fame purpofe, I Shall fpeak here-after.
It thedifeare i< univerfal, i. e. accompanied with an infection

of the whole fyftero, as is moft generally the cafe where there is
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&n ulceration of the urethra, we mud, befides topical remedi, 5,
lhavereeourfe to thofe appropriated to the cure of the lues i tfelK
In this cafe, it is hnpoflibleto cure the gleet til! we have firft pu-
Jinedthe mafs.

(

After this is done, or while it is yet doing, 1
"have found a folution ©ffublimate and litharge in vinegar, c '■)\ux\h
,With afufficient quantity of water, and injected tv\o or three
limes a-day, a moft excellent remedy.
With regard to inje&ions in general, I Shall make two mater;. I

obfervations, the neglcd of which n.ay fometimes dr.cafion our

being difappointed in a cure, even though the be ft remedies zip.

ufed.
._
The fyringe made ufe of for this purpofe fhould have (horr,

Tbut wide pipe, juft fo large that its orifice may go ii.io the orifice
of the urethra, and the pifton ought to to apply clofe to the fides
of the tube. If the whole pipe of the fyringe be nuch fmailer
than the orificeof the urethra, it is attended with two confide:-
able di fadvan tag cs : the fii-ft is, that with a fmall pipe, efpeci
ally if not perfectly Smooth, tf.e patient eafily wounds the infe'*
of the urethra, thereby rendering himfelf liable to an ulceration
of the part, and confequent abforption of the poifon. 1 he Se
cond is, that the liquid injected, infteadof going, into the cavit^
of the urethra* will, in proportion as the patient pre'ffcs thepif-
ton, run out Sideways through the orifice of the urethra,* If the

pifton itfelf does not apply clofely to the Sides of the fyringe,
even if the pipe is fufficiently lar^e, fo that it perfectly clofes
the orifice of the urethra, theliquor will ftili regurgitate between
the pifton and fyringe, inflead of. going .to the uiethra ; and
thus the patient may imagine that he has injected the liquor pro

perly, when perhaps very little has entered. But though the fy

ringe be property made, and at the fame time the moft careful in

structions be given, the patient does very often perform the ope
ration in fuch an aukward manner, that no good effect fcik.w's.
A fyringe properly made, Should be applied c'ofely and exact^y

\o the orificeof the urethra ; fo that, by the conic form cf hs

pipe, all. paflage may be denied to the liquid betwixt it and the

fides of the urethra. If the diforder lies \a the ^fual original feat
of gonorrhoeas, viz. juft under the frsnum, the patient Should,
with one hand, comprefs the urethra at the fir 11 curvature of tho:

penis, where the fcrotum begins, while he fiolds and manages
the fyringe with the fingers, of the other. The pilion, whie'i
Should always fit clofe, but Hide eafy, ought then to be pi;lTed
foftly and Slowly, till he feels the urethra gently dilated, arid

thus keep the liquid injected fora minute or two in the urethi;,
repeating the fame operation three or four times. By a rafh 0*

long continued preffureof the pifton, the irritation prodec!
thereby in the urethra often does more harm than the injection
fan do good.
By ai tending to thefe directions, a double advantage is ob

tained
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tained. The liquid is properly applied to the parr affected, a'f

th* fame time that no danger is incurred of driving fome of the

venereal poifon lower do.vn the urethra along with, the injec
ts! liquid; but th'u precaution is unneceffary, if the feat of the

diforder is lower down.

Withrefpect to the liquid itfelf, it fhould always, in cafes of

virulent gonorrhoea, be madeluke-warm ; but in gleets this. is

r.or neceifary. In gonorrhoeas, if th; liquid is too cold or too

Warm, it may eafily hurt the patient, either by driving back the

matter, or i;.creating the inflammation. In many inftances alfo

the liquid ought to bewell fhaken before ir is injetted. It m«y

eafily 03 nude- warm, by putting a tea-cup half full info a bafon

of hjc water. In all cafes, before any injection is applied, the

pati-int fhould attempt to make water.

.The: other obfervations I have to make is, that young men la

bouring under gl jets, after having for fome time made ufe of in*

jections, and fi iding themfelves considerably better, will grow

carelefs in the application, and even fometimes neglect the injec
tion altogether for a day or half a day. The confequence of this

is fometimes difagreeable : and I have feen- feveral inftances,
where, by neglecting to ufe the; injection for a fingle day, the

running has been greatly augmented, as if it had been a frefh gleet;
aid the relapfe being more obftinate than the original difeafe,
the patients have been obliged to continue the injections for more

weeks, than perhaps it would have required days to cure the dif-

temper, had they continued the ufe of them without interrup
tion.

In general, ii<ord?r to prevent any danger of a relapfe, I order

my patients to apply the injections three, four, or, according to

circunftances, fix times a-da* during th difeafe, and totconti-

nue the fame regularly for ten or twelve days after the running
haseuirely ceaftd. ——Syringes of a differ.nt kind are required
fiiwwomen, if<ve wiih to fee any good effects produced by the

injections afniniftered to th^m, as I fhall mention below, under

the article of Venereal Ulcers.
Befides injections, bougies will often be of great fervice in

gleecs, efpecially where the ulcer has its feat in the lower part of

the urethra. They may be ufed either alone, or in conjunction
with proper injections. They fhould be kept in, for the firft

thrse or four days, only for a quarter or half an hour at a time,
until thj patient is fo accufiomed to them that he can bear them

longer ; and then they may be kept in for feveral hours in the

morning and evening, or during the whole dav and night. It

mjft b? left entirely to the judgment of the-phyfician te> determine,
whether the bougies to be employed fhould be of an irritating or

fedative qual'ty ; the circumftances of the cafe will point out

whether thofvj of the farmer, or lattsj kind arc. necefJary. It muft
•

howeverj
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however, be remembered, that before the application of bougie*,
as well as inj clions, the patient ought always to attempt to
make water, in order to give time to the remedy to produce its
effects on the part affected.^ If the application of the"- 'bougie
produces, as I have fometimes Obferved, a tenfion and pain in
the fpermatic cord, or a fwelling of the tefticle, its ufe muft bs.

omitted for a few days. Thiseffed I have fometimes alio found

to be produced by the ufe of too large a bougie, and to be re

moved by changing it for a fmaller one ; in general, fmall bou

gies fhould be preferred to large ones in the beginning.
Should webedifappcinted in our expectations of a cure, either

by the ufe of bougies, or injections .of the above-mentioned kind,
it will be proper to inject fuch liquids as may excite an irritati

on and inflammation in the urethra, efpecially in the affecced

part. Thefe have often been attended with fucc^fs after the

belt aftringents have failed. For this purpofe, we m.iy ufe an

injection made with fublimage and litharge, or a Simple folution
of fublimate in water, or a large dofe of calomel ful'pended in

fome mucilaginous liquor.
Sc has been obferved by Dr. Cullen, that obftina:? gleets have

fometimes been Cured by violent and long continued exjreife on

horfe-back ; fuch as a journey from Edinburgh to London : snd

it is probable that this cure is produced by exciting an inflamma

tion in the parts, as the injections juft now recommended are apt

to do. Gleets have fometimes been cured by coition ; which

may be accounted for on the fame principles : but this is a re

medy which can never be recommended by the honeft practitioner;
becaufe gleets are often infectious, and the venereal dif a "e wou.d

by thefe means certainly be communicated^to a healthy woman ;

or, if fhe was not healthy, the man would not only run the risk

of getting afresh gonorrhoea, but even the lues itfelf, it his gleet
Was owing to an ulcer in the urethra.

Befides the above-mentioned vemedies, fome others i=:.ay be ap

plied in gleets of the more obftinate kind, fuch as the tinctura

cantharidum internally, or injections of oil of turpentine, of in-

fufipn of galls, &c. and I have been informed by a fiiend, that

he oice faw a defperate gleet cured by injecting the tincture r.f

ipecacuanha, and fome other cafes where a fmall elechlcalfhock

through the urethra produced a cure. I can fay nothing u ith re

gard to the effects of thefe remedies, having never had occafioa

to try them. I mention them only becaufe we are fometimes

at a lofs for medicines in very obftinate complaints of this

kind.

Bathing" in cold water has alfo been recommended m obfti

nate gleets, and I have feen it fometimes produce very good ef

fects, but, in two or three cafes, I have feen it as certi.::;iy in

crease the running. The fame effect has been alfo obferved by
otheu.
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others. Sea-bathing is very beneficial ; as likewife wafhing tn«

genital parts with cold water, either by itfelf or mixed with

vinegar. .
,

There are three kinds of intern..! remedies madeufeof in gleets;
each ofwhich may be ufed, either alone, or combined, as cir

cumstances may require, with or without the local applications
above-mentioned. Thefe are.

i. A courfe of mercurials. This is always neceffary where
the difeafe arifes from an ulcer of the urethra, efpecially of. a

long ftanding, or where a general infection has taken place. In

fuch cafes', pills made of "turpentine and mercury are often very

bI0Pir- .......
.

•
•

.

•

,

2. Balfamics. Of thefe the moft commonly ufed is the balfa-

mum copiaba. Of this the patient mav take from fifty to one

hundred drops in a draught of cold water, once a-day at noon,

or twice a-day, evening and morning. Immediately after the

balfam, fn;m twenty to fifty drops of elixir vitrioli acidurn

fhould be taken, in the fame quantity of water, to rendeir -the

former lefs difagreeable to the ftomach. Haifa drachm of pure

turpentine, or a drachm of balfamum traumaticum, often an-

fwers the purpofe of the copaiba extremely well. 1 knew a cafe?
where a very large quantity of copaiba balfam was fw allowed at

once by a young man, who was thereby radically cured of a moft

inveterate and obftinate gleet.
3. Corroborants. Among thefe the Peruvian bark in powder ?

or infufed in red wine, or, which is fometimes better, infufed in

lime water, together wirh or without fome other powerful af-

tringent, will Sometimes prove effectual when all other remedies

have failed. After all, however, our utmoft endeavours to cure

an inveterate gleet will fometimes be in vain ; and there have

been inftances where nature herfelf has effected a cure in time,
after the unfuccefsful and tedious exhibition of the moft power
ful remedies.

Obftifrate gleets fometimes originate, as mentioned above,
from a fingulat caufe "ofwhich we have fome examples in ana

tomical collections. This is, when two ulcers of the urethra1

happen to be nearly oppofite to each other. In this cafe,
fome parts of them will inofculate with each other, producing
a kind of bands acrofs the urethra, with a fmall ulceration be

low. Thus not only a moft obftinate running, baffling all me

dicines, isproduced, but a difficulty of making water frequent
ly takes place, and an impoflibility of making it but in a very

fmall ftream, or not at all. The only remedy in this cafe, if
We have fome reafon for fufpecting this caufe, is the chirurgical
operation; though in fome cafev, where the bands are not too

flrong, they might perhaps be broke, by applying a probe or

feitheter. Whether or no& ths following cafe of a°v?ry trouble-
forae
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fome and ohftinate gleet belongs to this clafs, I have my read-.
ersto judge.
Some years ago I was confuted by a nobleman concerning a

gleet, with which he had been affected for about ten years, and

for which he had confulted the phyficians and furgeons in feve
ral countries. Sometimes it ftopped for feveral days ; then came

on again of itfelf, efpecially after riding on horfeback, or coi
tion. At fuch times he always felt fome uneafinefs, and the next.

day a little running, which went off, till the fame caufe was

repeated ; which rendered him very uneafy, efpecially as he in

tended to marry. Upon examining the patient, I found the dif

order feated down in the urethra, about the place called by ana

tomists the Caput gallinaginjs. Every internal and external re

medy, that I knew of, wasapplied, without effecting a radical

Cure. I took the difeafe to be a callous ulceration ; and, on

this fuppofition, he wore bougies for eight or ten weeks without

the leaft effect. Being obliged to continue my travels, I left him

Very little the better tor what I had done ; at the fame time ad-

vifing him, as he intended to go to Paris, to confult there who
ever he could expect any benefit from. The rtfult, as he after

wards informed me by letter, was as follows.
"
After my ar-

"
rival at Paris, I confulted, according to your advice, ail the

'.' medical men of eminence in that city, who rendered me more

*'
uneafy about my diforder than I had ever been before, by

'* their different opinions of the caufe, nature, and cure of it.
" Someadvifed meto a new mercurial courfe -x others, prefcribed
*' different internal and external remedies. I fhewed them all the

5' prefcriptions fucceflively tried by you; they feemed rather
"

aftonifhed, that none of them, after a fair trial, had fucceed-
'* ed. However, fome new injections and internal remedies
*'
were ordered, rather I think to Satisfy me for my money, than

" ia hopes of doing me any real Service ; indeed I was for three
"

or 'four months entirely in the fame condition as when I firft
"

came to Paris. But, furprizir.g it may feem to you ! the Iaft
"

perfon whom I confulted upon recommendation, feemed to me

" the moft ignorant I had applied to :. he faid he was obliged to

" examine the paffage oi the urethra with a catheter, in order
"

to afcertain the place, &c. He accordingly 'applied it; it

"
went in as ufual very readily, till it came to the feat of the

'*
diforder, where it met with the fame obftacle it had always

"

done, which I had' before told him of ; notwithstanding this,
" he endeavoured to pufh it further. I told him it gave me ex-

" ceflive pain : but he preffed it imprudently on, and it went

"

through ; upon which fome blood immediately run out of the

" urethra. This, as it feemed, much frightened him: he ask-

"

edmy pardon, withdrew his inftrument, took his fee, and de-

ii parted, but left memuch dilTatisfcd for employing him. I
• - '

expected
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expecled I Should beworfe the next day, and fuffer much frota

*4 his uaskilful conduft : but, quits the reverfe, I have been
" from any diforder thefe two months paft ; I ride on horfeback,
c* and enjoy a woman, without finding any ill effects from
" th^m ; and therefore think myfelf radically cured. The
"

friendfhip I owe you, for the trouble you took on my account,
'*

obligesme to ftate to you this particular cafe, which may be
" of ufe to- you, and which you perhaps can better account for
" than thofe I have fince confulted.*'

Gleets arifing from deep and large erofions of the mouthi

of the feminal ducts, or excretories of the proftate gland,
as alfo thefe which origrnate from ulcers of the bladder, are very
often incurable ; or if they do admit of a cure, a particular con

sideration of the nature and treatment of fuch cafes would exceed

the limits of this treatife.

In ail inveterate and obftinate gleets, which have their feat

low dovn in the urethra, we fhould carefully examine the pro

ftate gland ; for to a difeafe of this part they frequently owe

their origin. If the gland fhallbe found prtternaturally fwelled

and hard after a mercurial courfe, repeated blifters applied to the

peshum, with large dofes of the infpiffated juice of coniunt

maculatwn, Lin. I have feen in fome inftances attended with

iuccefs where all other remedies had failed.

Of rhetreatment of gleets combined with ftrictures, viz. with

more or lefs difficulty in making water, 1 rauft refer to the chap*.
r._r on Ifchury.
Gleetswhich arife either from a weaknefs, relaxation, or fome-

times perhaps from too great an irritability of the ducts above-

mentioned, are properly called by the name of Gonorrhoea (Jlux-
us jemin'rs). In thefe cafes, a real femen is difcharged, Some

times without erection, or any fenfationof pleafure : and is ei

ther continually dripping off, oris evacuated at times by debili-

ta*ing nocturnal or diur.ial pollutions. Sometimes it is difcharg
ed only on going to ftcol, when the hard feces, during their

paffage in the rectunH prefs on the feminal veficles and proftate

gland, and thus force the relaxed orifices of their excretory ducts.

This diforder, however, does not arife from any venereal infec

tion, and but feldom from the abufe of venery. Its moft general
eaef.- is mafturpation, and therefore comes not within my plan
ar prefent. It requires a moft prudent and careful treatment ;

otherwife the patient will fall a victim to that kind of confump-
tio:i which we call with, Hippocrates, Tabes dorjalis. Whe

ther the diforder mentioned in the Old Teftament, was a gonor
rhoea of this kind, or of a different nature, I dare not, as I have.

already mentioned, take upon me to determine.

H O SO L Oi
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•Claf. Locales.

Ord. Phlogofes.
Genus, .BLENNORRHAGIA. Anglis, Clap: Germanis, Tap

per: Gallis, Chaude-piffe ; halis, Gonorrhoea.

Character inviris. Titillatio przcipue in uretliis parte anteri-
ore fub framulo ; fubfequente poll biduum aut quatriduum,
phlogofi locali, cum ardore et dolore in mingendo ; acce-

dente ftillicidio mateneipuriformis ex urethra ; corpore ca-

vemofo urethra prxttrnaturaliter turgefcente, pkrumque
cum ereetionibus.membri virilis folico frequentioribus dolo-treqi
rificis.

In Fozminiu Titillatio ad orificium vagina externum ; fub

fequente poft biduum aut quarriduum dolore, rubore et tu-

more pnecematurali przcipue fad rapham) prope commiC-

furam labiorum vulvz inferiorem ; accedente ardore et dolo

re ejufdem partis in mingendo ; cum ftiilicidio materiei pu-
■riformis ex vulva.

Gonorrhoea,
Gonorrhoea virulenta

Gonorrhoea maligna
Gonorrhoea venerea

Fluor albus venereus, f, malignus
Lcucorrhoea venerea

Variat ratione fedis.

Blennorrhagia balani, vulgo gonorrhoea (Materia f.uente^
fpuria j ex glande.

urethralis ( ex urethra.

auctorum.

— veficalia ! e vefica.

labialis 1 elabiis vulva*,

vaginalis . e vagina.
uterina I ex utero.

uafalis Lenaribus.

Species funt,

Blennorhagia fyphilitica,
a. Simplex.
b, Complicata, f. ulcerofo,

f. A
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g. A viru fyphilitico e malTa depofito.
Blennorrhagia abacri externo applicato.
Blennorrhagia a ftimulo intemo applicato.
Blennorrhagia a cancrouteri aut vagina:.
Blennorrhagia arthritica.

Sequela Blennorrhagia eft.

BLENNORRHOFA. Angtis, Gleet: Getmanis, Nachtrip-
p?r, weiffer Flufs : Gal/is, Gonorrhee inviteree.

Character. Stillicidium humoris puriformis, aut muci limpidi,
ex urethra in viris, exorificio vagina: in feminis praeterna
turalis, finelibidine aut dyfuria.

Gonorrhoea benigna
Gonorrhoea invcterata

Fluor albus benignus
Leucorrhoea

Variat ratione fedis ut Blennorrhagia*

Species practico notatn neceffarieefunt,
Blennorrhota Simplex, a relaxatione vaforura.

Jiilennorrhoea complicata :

a. cum ulcere.

b. cum fcirrho proftat*.

Sequela Blennorrhagia fyphilhica retropulfie funt ;

Tumor tefticulorura.

Ifchuria urethralis.

Bubo.

Ophthalmia.
Dyfeccea.
Fluxus puriformis exoculis.
... — ex auribus*

——— e naribus.

Syphilis.

Genus: GONORRHOEA.

Character. Excretio feminis aut muci proftata* preternatural
lis, cum vel fine erectioneetlibidine ; accedcnte dolore lum*

borum et atrophia.
Gonorrhoea }
Pollutio nocturnadebilitarrs C au&onun.'
Excretio feminis inyoluatarU J

Species

auctorunu
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Species funt :
Gonorrhoea a relaxione vaforum.

Gonorrhoea ab ulcere aut erofione dudiu:m excretoricium

proftate et veficularum feminaliura.
Gonorrhoea a nimia irritabilitate, pouftimiim per -r.snu-

ftuprationem inducta.

CHAP. IV.

On the Venereal Swelling of the Tefticles.

HEN a Clap has been treated either by improper medi

cines, or the patient labouring under it ufcs too viol&n?;

exercife, or efpecially if he catches cold in the part affected, by

expofing it to a Stream of air, or by wafhing it with cold water,
one and fometimes both tefticles^begin to fwell, often to an e~

normous fixe, attended with all the fymptoms of a local inflam
mation ; to which, an irritation of the whole mafs, and a vio

lent fever, not unfrequently fucceed-. This difetfe is called a

Swelled Tefticle, and fometimes, though very iirpicpeily, a.Kc.-
nia humoralis. \

Previous to the fwelling, the running of the clap partly or en

tirely ceafes ; but fometimes this will only hap- j;,, at leaft to.

an obfervable degree, a day or two after, ths iw.lling hab ac

tually appeared*
That the fwelling aod fymptoms of this inflammation are

produced, in that cafe, merely by the irritation o£ the poifon
lodged lower downin theurethia, at the place wh.re the ex

cretory ducts of the feminal veficles open, and not (as was fup-
pofed formerly, for want of anatomical knowledge of thecourfs
of the lymphatics) from an abforption of the poifon, and tranf-

poficion of the gonorrhoea to the tefticle itfelf, is now generally
admitted ; and will perhaps be more evident from the obferva

tions which I Shall lay down upon the nature and feat of this

diforder, and from, the method of treatment which I found the

moft fuccefsful for this complaint.
Hitherto it has been the general opinion, that the tefticle it

felf is always the feat of this diforder. Eur, upon a more dofe

attention and inquiry, I find, firft, lhat the teiiicle itfelf is ne
ver fwelled, or in* the leaft affected,, in the beginning of this.

,

complaint ; but that the only affected and fwelled psrr is th*epi-.
didymis, which every man may eafily convince Idrnfdf of by a.

careful examination. I faid, the tefticle is never in the kafcT

affected in the beginning, orfor the firi^fivye er fix days ; qnd. ^r .

w
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it becomes affected afterwards, it is merely owing to the- pre*!-
poilerous treatment, zdiy, I- have conftantly obferved, that the
kver which frequently attends this complaint, elpecially in ir
ritable conftitutions, is never a primary diforder, bv.t only con

comitant to, -or the confequence of, this local irritation; and'
that for this reafon, by "the method mestioned hereafter, itisal-
rnoft generally in the power of trie phyfician, if called upon in'

time, to prevent any fever taking place.
In what manner this fwelling of the epididymis is produced by

the irritation of the venereal poifon, retropulfed to the lower

part of the urethra, I think unneceffary here to explain : but we-

fee clearly, from the caufe affigned, how it happens, that, after
the fwdling of one tefticle is

gone^ the other is fometimes at-'

tacked ; and that, after a fuppreflion of urine from a retropul-
fed gonorrhoea, is removed, fometimes a fwellingof the- tefticles"
arifes. This is owing to the tranfpofition or change ofplace of
the poifon. It will further appear, from the nature of this dif

order, why a man who has been once affected with a fwelled

tefticle is fo eafily affected with the fame diforder a fecond time.-
] ut in order to eftablifli a more rational and effectual method of

cure of that Complaint, than has been hitherto pradifed, I munY

obferve, that this fwelling is owing to the irritation of the poi
fon tranfpofed to a different place in the urethra, and not to the

tefticle itfelf ; and, fecondly, that it is not an inflammation* of

the tefticle, as has been hitherto generally believed, but only a

fwelling of" the epididymis. This I have found to be the cafe in

all my patients ; and faw it particularly confirmed in two cafes

where a fwdlingof the fame kind was broiipht on by the fim

ple application of a larger bougie, and cured without any other

remedy than by leaving off the ufe of the bougie ; which fhews

befides, that any irritation of the mouths of the excretory duels.'
of the feminal veficles may bring on this difeafe*.

Having mentioned thefe obfervations about the nature and rife
of a complaint which is fometimes attended with very difagree-
able confequences, I Shall firft lay down fuch rules as I found by
experience fhe moft fuccefiful to avoid it ; and then proceed to

the obfervations I made, to cure it when it has taken place.
to

* There is auotHer fp;c-eso "mis diforder mentioned by Come writer?, viz.
an infhmmar.it>'-. of the tefticle, au ling from feme of the venereal poifon be*

mgdepofued t!.c;e from tlie mafs. This kind of difeafe never came under

my obfeivation, and It;.e efoie can lay nothing about it. We arc alio -old,
that a fw. lied u llicle ai ifes foraetim. s trom vtnc tfal ulcers ol the glans being
tfuedup: '->«: neither do I recoiled ;o have obfcrve.l ai-y cafe of this kind;
thou-h I have feen a patient, who, two years ago, wa> affected with a iwelltd
teiiide, which bving improiicily treated, buui.^htona filhtta in ano. This
was operated, an 4 nearly healed 0;s -when afwtlling ot the tefticle appealed
sgain; for ivhichl *as <oi:-"u!re<i. I fueceeded in difpeifing the fwelling,
fcy b-. qng on .1 .tinning ficiauUe urethra, and iu coxapleaciny chc cure by*
*vjtiiU of iirtcriMliemedics,.

* '^
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To avoid a fwelling of'this kind, every' thing that is apt to

Bring on a retropulfion of the clap ought to be carefully avoided.
Suah are, acrid aftringent injedions, warning, the penis with
cold water, &c. or expofing it to the cold air, as for example,
making water in a Street where a cold wind blows ; violent <.x-

ercife of any kind ; the prepofteious ufe of balfan ics, ir.ternal-
ly or externally ; repeated purges, orvenery; which points at
tended to carefully, together with the wearing of a bag-truf%
from the beginning of any clap whatever, have tffetfuallyfcre' r.l
ed my patients from this diforder. Not one of them who com

plied with the rules ujft rnentioBcd ever was affected with this
difeafe.

Cut we generally find our patients not fo compilable, or wo

are called in tolueh, who having been treated without any at

tention to thofe rules, are already affected with the fweiihig.
Thofe require our compaffion2 and the immediate application of

every means poffible to relieve them.

The caufe of the diforde*, as faid. above, being an irritation
of the mouths of the excretory duds of the feminal veficles, iron
the venereal poifon having taken its feat at the caput gal I :-.■;.* ;-
nis, our endeavours, in order to dofomething effscrually forcer

patient, muft be, firft to allay the irritation, and then ro recall
the poifon to its former original feat, that is, re-eftablifh the

running ; both which to obtain, I found the following ir.c:hod
to be moft efficacious.

If thepulfe be accelerated, full, and ftrcr.g, he is to be bleul.d

immediately ; and a good quantity of blood is to be taken from

him; regard, however, to be had to his constitution, and other
circumftances. If there be no irritation in the fyftem, or o: 1y a
moderate degree of it, bleeding is unneceffary, (and this will bz

nearly always the cafe, if we are called in foon at th13 commence

ment of the diforder,); being convinced, from repea»xd obferva

tion, that a fever in this complaint is never an original di.ed'c?,
but brought on only in confequence of the irritation of ihofe de
licate parts.
To the fwelling a common poultice of bread and milk, with

a little oil, or, according to circumftances, fugar of lead, hit
been recommended by fome writers j but having feen fo linle

effect from this applicaiion, I have not for many yeass paft rc-ade
ufe of it. Inftead of a poultice, I order firft a glyiier to be ap

plied, to evacuate the farces, if the patient had not a natural fool;
and then I advife him, if his Situation will allow ofir, to fit

for half an hour in a warm emollient bath. If h; cannot have

that convenience, I place him in a perforated cjiair, i.p.^n the

fleam of hot water, for the fame length of time ; previoufly fuf*

pending his tefticles. From thence he is to be carried to b d,

fcnda dry bag-trufs is immediately applied, iu order to keep ihe

jdiicles
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tefticles conftantly fufpended, as their hanging down produces ojf

contributesto their irritation. A waam poultice may be alfo ap

plied to the penis, in order to bring on the running again; or,

in other words, to determiue the retropulfed matter from its-new.
feat to come back to the old one. But what I found principally
to be relied on is, toadminiftera full dofe of opium, or according
to circumftances, a glyfter, made of equal quantities of Iinfeed

oil and barley-water, with a full dofe of laudanum, to be injec
ted, and occasionally repeated. He muft keep a low diet, drink

nothing but barley-water, or an emulfion of almonds.

To this method cf treating fwelled tefticles by opium, which'

to my knowledge is new, I was led, about ten years ago, by a

fingularcircumftanceofa particular friend ofmine, which I think

unneceffary to relate ; and I have fince leen fo good and fpeedy
effects from it, that I now conftantly make ufe of it. I have had

many inftances, where, by thefe means, the fwelling and pain
of the tefticle were removed, and the running brought on, in the

fpace of twenty-four or forty-eight, hours ; and in thofe cafes

where it had not that effect fo foon, it always greatly relieved

the pati<srit, and prevented a fever. In all more obftinate cafes,
I conftantly obferve, that the fymptoms of irritation, and the

fwelling, didnever quit the par ».nt till the running of the clap,
came on again ; buc the moment this latter took place, the pa^-
tient found himfelf relieved of the pain of the tefticle, and the

(welling gradually difappeared. To affift nature in its benefici

al efforts, the opium internally, or in an emollient glyfter, is

fco be repeated every twenty-four hours ; the parts to be expo-,
fed twice or three times a-day, for a quarter or half an hour, to

the ftcamofhot water or milk ; warm poultices to be conftant

ly applied to the penis ; and the accumulation of farces in the

rectum to be prevented, by a Common glyfter, occasionally re

peated. By proceeding thus, we Shall generally have the fatis-.

faction to cure, in a few days, a difeafe which, by a different.

method of treatment, often requires many weeks to get the bet

ter of.

According to circumftances, fome other more efficacious means.
to re-eftablifh the running the fooner, if the fymptoms of the

fwelling feem dangerous, might likewife be tried, and applied
as mentioned above. The re-eftablifhed cla,p ought to be treated
afterwards in the common manner ; taking care to give no oc-

cafion to a new retropulfion, which in fuch cafes eafily takes

place a fecond time.

If the fwelling has been treated improperly, it frequently hap
pens that one or both tefticles grow hard ; and the difeafe is

then commonly called a Schirrous Tefticle. In all thofe cafes I

conftantly found the epididymis very hard and much fwelled. In

(bme, however, probably through the length of time., the tef-
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tide itfelf was likewife evidently affeded, accompanied fome
times with a fenfaticn of painful preffure, but frequently with
out any pain at all. Mercury given, internally, or rubbed in

externally into the perinxum and fcrotum twice a-day, with the
conftant application ofa warm poultice made of the root of atro-

pa mandragora, L. I found, in that cafe, a ufeful remedy. The
cicuta, applied internally and externally, may be tried. An
emetic has been fometimes found effectual. The decodion of the
bark of the root of daphne mezere'um, L. internally, and a

poultice of it externally, has lately been very much recommend
ed ; bu: in feveral patients to whom I have given that decoc

tion, I obferved it made them fo fick that they found it impoffi-
ble to bear it on the ftomach, even when I made it very weak;

Van Swictgn once told me that he had given,- for an indolent

chronic induration of the tefticles, l;.pides cancroruin, an ounce

in a pint of good Aultrian wine, or old hock, taking three or

four table-fpoons full every morning and evening, with good
fuccefs. I once tried this remedy, and it anfwered extremely
well. After Van Swieten's death, I met a patient who told me,

that he had been cured by him of an hard fwelled tefcicle, tho*

not from a venereal caufe, by the fame remedy ; and that he had

beenperfeftlywelleverfince. It is, however, to be obferved*
that we fhall fometimes be difappointed by alt thefe remedies j
and that the hard fwelling, of feveral months or years Standings
Will not go off, except we bring on the running,
A cancer of the tefticle requires extirpation ; but whenever a

tefticle jscancerous, or in its ftructure difeafed, we ought always

Carefully to examine whether the lymphatics of the fpermatic
cord are not at the fame time, affected ; in this cafe, the kidney of
the fame fide, to whieh thofe lymphatic veifeU go, being gene

rally difeafed, theexcifion of the teftiele proves an ufelefs ope

ration, ? id would only expofe, by its fatal confequences, the

furgeons reputation.
Wearetoldby fome writers on this fubj.et, that a venerea!

inflammation of the tefticle;. frequently terminates in a fuppura-
tion. This may fometimes be the cafe ; but never happened to

any of my patients. I am therefore inclined to believe, that, if

it happens, it more frequently proceeds from a bad treatment^

than from any other caufe. But perhaps that fpecies of venerea?

tefticles which we are told arifcs from a tainted mafs, (it it ever

exifts), is moreapt to end in fuppuratios, than that arifing fioni

a fuppreffed gonorrhoea, which, as we have feen above, very

feldom affeds the teftkle itfelf. One particular cafe, which I

faw eight years '
ago, though not venereal, deferves, perhaps, to

be mentioned here. A young man of twenty yeass of age, af

flicted with fcrophulous fwellings .'bout his neck, was advi fed

by a physician lomake ufs of the decodumlir-orum •, but fol-
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Sowing this- advice for fome weeks, hewasrtffeded with a eougf^
which, in a fortnight after, ended in an hxmoptyfis. Though
h * nowfeftofFthe decodion, and made ufe of Several other me-

clicines prefcribtd to him, the cough continued for many months,
accompanied with fpitting of blood, or mucus ftreaked with

blood occasionally. Being confulted, I gave it as my opinion,
thar his lungs were affected with fcrophulous tubercles, for

which I knew no remedy ; and defired him to confult the firft

snen of the profeffion in theplace; though the remedies ordered

l>y ther; did not in the leaft alter his cough, he was in other re-

fpeds tolerably well, eat with appetite, and Slept with eafe. One

<iay he came to me, and complained of a painful fwelling on both

fides of the inguina, but more fo on oue than on the other. Up
on examining, I found the fpermatic cord very much enlarged.
1 asked hiir. whith?r he had madefree with the fex. Be decla

red, upon his honor, he had never Iain with a woman in his life,
for fear of being poxed ; but faid he had had the fame complaint
Several rimes before, and felt it always whenever he was in com

pany with young women, who ftrongly excited defire ; that it

prew fometimes extremely painful, infomuch that he avoided

fuch occafions as much as pofllble. Having been in fuch a Situ

ation the day before, thjfatne pain came on; bjt had continued

fo much longer than ufual, that it inducad him to apply tome

foraffiftance, I advifed him to apply cola water to the parts,
which cured him of his complaint in a few days. Thus much I

thought to premife to what follows.

Some month? after, he complained to me that one of his tefticles

"had become very hard without apparent caufe. Upon interro

gating hi n about the ufe of women, he repeated the fame thing
he had done brfore ; but confeffed that he had frequently maf-

turpated himfelf, without knowing that fuch a pradice could

produce any diforder. I prefenbed hemlock, and all the refol-

ventsthe Materia Aledica affords, both intem.-dly and externally,
but without any effed : the tefticle grrw painful, and daily lar*

g.T ; and at Iaft burft, and a fmall quantity of purulent matter

■fc-a; difchargcd. On my return to town, after an abfence of

f >n? months, he told me, that during that time a fmall difcharge
hid continued; and that feveral fibres like white threads came

z way from the ulcer every day. Upon examination, I found

the whole tefticle reduced to a very fmall fize, and the ulcer near

ly clofed up, and in a few weeks it was quite healed. His

tough continued during all this time ; but he appeared not to be

r .ore emaciated than when he firft applied to me. Every three

or four months, when the tickling of the cough feemed to in-

creafe, and he was afraid of a {pitting ofblood, he was bled by
his own advice. The fpermatic cords were quite natural. The

fuaie- month of the following year, thy other tefticle became af-

fs&sd
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fcc^ed Juft as the former had been, A furgeon of eminence, whohad treated the patient with me the preceding year, was cal
led in during my abfence ; and though every thing was done
lor him which in my opinion could have been done, when I re
turned bad? to town, the complaint ftilJconthmed, and had now
Iaftedfor ten

peeks'. At the expi ratio, of rh# feventh week.
fhetefticleburft; and now whole piece* of the fpermatic vef
fels of the tefticle were every day difcharged from the opening -

and in three mo.ths the tefticle was reduced to the fame fixe n
the other, viz. to that of a fmall hafel-nut. There was no fwel
ling in the fpermatic -cords ; and the patient told me, he had
ftridly fe-llowed ray advice, and avoided, for theft two year*,
his bad cuftorn above-mentioned. Tke cough continued; but
by degrees rsduced him fo low, that he died two years after.
The phyfician who attended him Iaft informed me, that, "oa

cpeniig'the body, he found a vomica in one of his lung$, and ma
ny large hard tumours or tubercles on boih ; but he had nbt exa*
mined the tefticlei. Frt>m what caufe the difeafe of th; tefticle*
trofe, whether from a fcrophulous complaint, or from maftuT-

pation, I do not prettad to afcertain ; bat I relate the cafe only
as a very particular and remarkable one, which show*, that there
may fometimes happen a fuppuration of the tefticles even with
the greateft care and moft judicious treatment-.

1

CHAP. V.

Of the Inflammation and indnralion of the Prostate
GlAnd.

HAVE nothing in particular to fay on the inflammation of th«

proftate" gland, except when it arifes from a fuppieffed go
norrhoea. In that cafe, we Should ufe every means poffible to

l-eftore the gonorrhoea, particularly thafe recommsndsd fo*

fwelled teftielei arifing from the fane caufe; becaufe, if this in
flammation terminates in fuppuration, whetherthe abcefs breaks
into the urethra, bladder, inteftinum redura, or perineum, 'it
will always be attended with very difagreeable eonfequences.
The fymptoms of an inflaBimation or fwelling of this glund ate

known from the pain and difficulty of making water ; befidas, if
We Should be doubtful whence they proceed, tke finger will

clearly tell ms. If a fuppuraiion has already taken place, \vc

have only-to obferve, that mercuiy internally and externally
will be tieceSf»ry, an4 afterwards ptf rtct iajedioas, the c»tnpo-

F fuioas
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Actons of which are notparticular, and mufl entirely be left ft

the judgment of the praditioner,
In the induration or fcirrhofity of this gland, the remedies re

commended for indurated tefticles or buboes will be ferviceablf;}
but efpecially blifters, applied repeatedly to the perineum, and

internally the hemlock in large dofes.
If a total fuppreflbn of urine is to be dreaded from the fcir-

rhous fwelling of the proftate, as is always fooaer or later the

cafe, every mea>:s pofllble ought to be tried to bring on a fuppu-
ration of tn* gland, in order to prevent ftill more difagreeabfe

coiifaquences.

CHAP. VI.

On the Vei-jerial Ischury and Strictures,

A
TOTAL fuppreflion of urine, occafionsd either by the re

mains of a former fyphilitic complaint, or of a prefent ve

nereal virus affeding the urethra, or neck of the bladder, we

call ^Venereal Ifchury ; and a partial fuppreflion, or a difficul

ty of making water in a continued and natural Stream, attended

with pain, and a frequent defire to make water, arifing from the

fame c-aufe, is commonly, though not always properly called a

Stricture.

When I fay, that the name Stricture, which has been given
to the latter complaint, is often a very improper one, it is be

caufe a partial fuppreflion of urine,as well as a total oat, may
arifo from different caufes, among which a ftridure or con-

ft fiction of one peculiar part of the urethra is only a common

one.

The different caufes by which either a partial or total venereal

fuppreflion of urine is produced, are, ift, An inflammation or

fpafmodic contradion of the neck of the bladder, from a recent

venereal gonorrhoea repelled, zdly, A chronic conftrudion, or
narrownefs of one particular part of the urethra, from a thick

ened and hardened portion of its fubftance, properly called a

Stridure. 3dly, A compreflion of the neck of the bladder or

urethra, producing a partial or total abolition of its cavity, by
a preternatural fwelling of the proftate gland of the urethra.

qthly, A prominent cicatrix of a preceding ulcer, or a fungous
excrefcencein fome part of the urethra, commonly known by the

name Caruncle.

As.upQii the perfect koow ledge of chefej caufe,* the radical

cure
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cure of the difeafe entirely depends, we Shall confider them more

minutely.

Whenever the running of a venereal gonorrhoea is ftopped by
any caufe whatever, the virus feems to go lower down in the

urethra, and to excite there a fimilar irritation and inflammation,
as it did in its former place. If it fixes its place at the caput

gallinaginis, and irritates the mouths of the excretory ducts of

thefeminal veficles, it produces, as we have obferved in the*

foregoing chapter, a fwelling of the epididymis, or what is com

monly called a fwelled tefticle. If it goes ftill lower down the:

urethra, and fettles at the neck of the bladder, it will, in thefe

circumftances, not produce a fwelled tefticle, but an irritation,

fpafmodic contradion, or inflammation of the neck of the blad

der,with a total or partial fuppreflion of urine. The poifon in

that cafe, if the complaint be properly treated, will produce no

other difeafe than a fuppreflion of uriue for a few days only :

after which it will leave that ph ce ; and, on going more for-

wards'into theurethra, bring on either a fwelled tefticle, or, if

it returns to the fame place which it originally occupied, rtpro-
dueethe running, with the common fymptoms- of a clap, and fo

by degrees at Iaft entirely go off, without leaving any bad fymp-
tom behind it.. But this fa much wifhed for circumftance does

not always happen : the poifon lodged in the nr.ck of the bladder

will fometimes produce, befides a variety of very difagreeable

fymptoms, an ulceration in that place, or in fome other part of

the urethra. Though the difcharge arifing from fuch an ulcer

fee, by degrees, partly or entirely ftopped. and the ulcer itfelf!

healed, we often obferve either a coardation of rhe^urethra re

maining at the placewhere the ulcer was ; or the matrix of the

ulcer forming a kind of knot or protuberance into the parage.
Sometimes alfo the ulcers, on healing, wii' form large granula

tions, or preternatural excrefcences, wh'ch aftei wards produce

the fame effect as a prominent cicatrix-,- u.-.der themvn- of Carun

cles ; orthe proftate gland, or any of the glands of the urethra

itfelf, ulcerated, form a fungous excrefcence, protruding into

theurethra, or neck of the bladder, and thereby produce an an-

guftation, or a total abolition of the cavity of the paflFage. Ana

tomical diffedions have affo taught us lately, that two ulcers of

the urethra in oppofite directions, or a finrle
but large one, wiH

fometimes partly grow together by bands crofting the cavity of

theurethra ; and whilft the lower part
of the ulceration remains

open, and continues the difcharge
mentioned in the chapter cm

Gleets, the upper parts grown together
diminish or abolifli the

cavity of the urethra, and thereby prevent the free pju.agto*

urine> .
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In fo»e of thefe cafes the patient, efpecially by living fober

and quiet, is able tomake water pretty freely, but wants a long
time in doing it. But, on committing the leaft excefs in eating
and drinking, or by taking too much exercife, the difeafe grow*
evidently woffe, the urine ccraes from him either in drops only,,
or runs in a fmall and interrupted Stream, exciting great pain and

uneafinefs ; or the paffage is entirely ftopped, and thus endan

gers his life. The urine, in thefe cafes, fometimes, as I have

feen, forces its way into the redum, and is evacuated by theanus;.
or it produces in the urethra, behind the coardation, a dilatati

on, erofion, finufes, or a fiftula, through which it is afterwards,
conftantly difchargcd.
The further back in the urethra this difeafe bas its feat, the

more difficult, will be, ia general, ks cure, and the more dan

ger awaits the patient. The more inveterate or complicated alj
thefe fpecies of the diforder are, the more difficult is their remo

val. Thofe arifing from a callous or contraded ulcer of the urc-

thra, are more eafily cured than thofe arifing from a protube*
xant cicatrix or from caruncles.. That kind of ifchury which

ewes its origin to a retrofulfion of a recent clap, I haye obferved
eafiet and fooner to be removed than all others ; that arifing
from a fchirrous proftate is fometimes, but not always, incura
ble ; but for an ifchury arifing from afungous excrefcence in thee

urethra, I knew of no remedy..

Mstkod of Treatment*

The firft thing, ifwe are called in to a patient affcded with
a venereal fuppreffion of urine, is, to enquire or fearchfor the
caufe of the diforder, whether it arifes from a retropulfion of at

tecent gonorrhoea, or from old complaints within the urethra.

our chief aim, in both cafes, being to remove the ifchury, we
ought to examine, ift, Whether the difeafe is ftill merely local*
or whether there is a general irritation of the fyftem. If the pa
tient has a quick and hard pulfe, bleeding is neceffaty. The

quantity of blood to be taken is regulated by the liate of the

pulfe and conftitution of the patient. A man of a Strong habit,
or of a plethoric conftitution, will bear the Iofs of a pound;
whereas half that quantity taken, will operate fufficiently, and
have the fameeffed, upon a delicate and more tender habit. It

ought, however, to be obferved, that, in fuch cafes, the pati
ent will reap more benefit from one copiousWeeding, than from
twoor thiee fmall ones fucceffively made one afrei the other.
This being done, or when the fyftem is not affeded, the bladder*

* if much diftended, ought to be evacuated, and the catheter ap
plied fox that purpofe* Its application* however, in thofe cir-

curaftancet.
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cumftances, it fometimes very difficult, nay, even impoflible.
This is certainly often owing to the caufe of the diforder; but
much depeads upon skilful management of the furgeon..
In order to facilitate the introdudion of the catheter, ("after the

patient has been bled, which, if neceSTary, Should always pre
cede), I have experienced the following management to be ufe

ful. The catheter anointed with fweet oil, is to be introduced

gently.. As foon as we meet with any obstacle* care ought
to be taken not to force ijt, but to wait a little, and then try to

pufh it on again gently ; becaufe this obstacle feems fometimes.

to arife folely from a momentaneous fpafm of the urethra, exci

ted by the mechanical irritation of the catheter itfelf, which, if

we difcontinue pufhing, frequently goes off in a few minutes,.
and the catheter is then eafily introduced fuither, whereas, ifwe

go on pufhing, in that cafe the fpafm grows more violent, and

senders the introdudion often utterly 'impoflible. It is owing, pro
bably, to this fpafm that we fee fometimes that one furgeon is

able to introduce it, while another, though by no means of in

ferior skill and capacity, had before tried it in vain. If the ob-

ftacle be at the caput gallinaginis, or higher up, we may \ery
often remove it by introducing a finger in the anus, and thus ?.f-

fifting the catheter* I have feen inftances where theintroducti-

on of the catheter proved impoffible as long as the patient was

tying in bed ; whereas it went in very readily on the patient's'

fitting on the edge of the beadftead, his feet hanging down. I

have alfo obferved where a large catheter was eafily introduced,
after a fmaller one had been repeatedly tried without fucctfs.

—

I havebeen perhaps too full in enumerating all thefe circumstan

ces: but I am confident, that, by a careful attention to one or

the other of thefe points, we may not only often fpare our pati
ents a great deal of pain, but, what is perhaps more material,

prevent a lues taking place ; which eafily happens when, by a

rude treatment, the urethra has been wounded. I have certainly
feen the moft evident venereal fymptoms arife in the habit from

fuch a caufe, where the patient had no other complaint before

but an ifchury from a fimple retropulfed clap. If the coarctati
on of the urethra be fo great as to refufe', even under the j u it—

mentioned precautions, any catheter whatfoever, an application
of a fmall cat-gut will fometimes fucceed, and prove highly be

neficial. If the danger is not fo great, viz. the bladder not very

much diftended, and confequently the immediate difcharge of

urine not fo prefling, and the introdudion of the catheter proves

very difficult, fome other means to procure
a difcharge of urine

ought to be applied ; of which I have found the following the

moft efficacious and ufeful. A common glyfter, mixecj with

1ome hoaey or lenative eleduary, Should be adminiftered, in or

der to evacuate the fcset, and th«eby to prevent the constant
'

iuisulus.
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ftimithis which their acrumulation is apt to excite. As foon a*

the fieces ars evacuated, a glyfter of equal quantities of barley*
water and liafeed oil, with a full dofe of the tindara Thebaica*
(bould be administered, and occasionally repeated. Every kind

of medicine or food apt to go through the urinary paflagefj
Should be carefully avoided; and, for the fame reafon, the pati
ent Should not drink sven more of barley-water, or of the fblu^

tion of gum arabic, than is neceffary to quench his thirft. He

Should likewife, according to circumftances, be put in a warn

bath, tempered with milk of decodion of bran, for half an hour

or an hour, and the fame be repeated four or five hours after ;

or, what I 'i*ve found v:ry often ferviceable, he fhould fet upon
a perforated chair, and cxpofe his private parts to the Steam of

hot water mixed wich visegar. If he be reftlefs and feveriftV

bleeding will fometimes be proper, and after it a full dofe of

laudanum fhould be a^mi; iftered to him in the evening. The ju
dicious application o. thefe remedies will fometimes anfwer in*

the moft defperate circumftances.
J faw once in a fuppreflion of urine, where there was no cathe

ter at hand, that a roafted onion, applied to the perina;um, by
the advice of an old woman, had the effed. fo that two hours

after the applicar ion, the urine flowed plentifully ; and, in ano

ther cafe, the life of an eminent phyfician in the army was faved

by covering the glans penis with the frefh pellicle of an q^
found between the fhell and albumen. As foon as the pellicle,
growing dry, began to contrad, the urine began to flow plenti
fully ; but on applying it the fecond time, two days after, when
the fuppreflion of urine unexpededly returned, it proved, as the

perfon who recommended it foretold us, inefficacious, and the*

patient died. Perhaps the volatile liniment, or ablifter, applied
to the perinzum, would produce the fame efied, with more cer

tainty, and quicker, than the remedies did in the two cafes re

lated. *

If we have been fo happy as to evacuate the bladder either

by the application of the catheter, or by fuch other means as

have been now mentioned, our next care will be, to prevent a

frefh accumulation of urine, and to remove as foon as pofllbl-,
the caufe of the fuppreflion. The firft will beeffeded by conti

nuing the fame remedies, and efpecially (as has been recommen

ded by Some writers) by leaving the eatheter within the urethra.

This, however, none of the patients, whom I have hitherto treat

ed, were able to comply with. They fuffered fo much from

keeping the common catheters applied, whether made of Silver or
fteel, flexible or inflexible, as made them conceive, that the pain
which would arife from a repeated application of the catheter,
or from a frefh accumulation of urine in the bladder, could riot

poflibly be greater j and therefore withdrew the catheter, tho*

they
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tney were very defirous to have retamed it if they had found k

pofllble. To guard againft this inconvenience, 1 could never find
out a remedy, till I tried the catheters invented by Mr. Thedcn,
firft furgeon in the army of the king of Piuftia. They are made
of a golden wire covered with caoutchouc or elaftic refin : their

amplication is not only, in many inftances, eafier than that of the
•corapion catheters, or of hollow bougies of any kind ; but alio,
in all inftances in which I tried them, I found the patients could
keep them applied, after the urine was difcharged, with much
lefs inconvenience. They are therefore, in thofe cafes, much
preferable to any other. But if we have none of thefe catheters
at hand, which muft be the(cafe as long as they are fo difficult
to be got, and fo high in price*, we muft listen to the patients
fufferings, withdraw the catheter as foon as it becomes too rrou-

blefome, and have recourfe immediately to fuch remedies as will
tend to prevent the return of the fuppreflion.

To fuch as are in poffeffion of any of thofe elaftic- catheters,
the following rules, to be obferved in their application, may

perhaps be acceptable.
The elaftic catheter, after being anointed with fweet oil, is

introduced in the common manner. The furgeon, as ufual,
gently draws with one hand the urethra towards him, and hold

ing the catheter with the fingers of the other, always at a dis

tance of an inch or two from the glans, gradually introduces it ;

whilft this is performing, the catheter generally enters the blad

der, without any particular direction from the hand of the ope
rator. Ifany refiftance be found, the rules mentioned above are

to be obferved, to facilitate the introdudion ; but if the refin

ance be at the neck of the bladder, there is nothing more to be

done, than gently pufhing the instrument forward, at the fame

time turning it from the right to the left ; for by turning it ia

the oppofite diredion, the fpiral windings of the gold wire of

IUr. Theden's catheter would be feparated. If the furgeon finds

the obstacle greater, he fhould, as I faid above, ftop the intro

dudion till thecontradion or fpafm of the fphinder veficas, and

the refiftance ceafes, which happens for the moft part in a very

Short time, when he is enabled to go through the paflage eafily.
This catheter is introduced like a common one, according to cir

cumftances, with or without a probe. After remaining in the

urethra for fome time, on being extraded, it is generally very

foft, and therefore" unfit for being ufed again until it has been

cleanfed and dried, and put for a little time in a cold place j
which operation reftores it to its former firm texture. The me

thod ofcleaning it is, to wafh the outfide with water, and Jike-

wifs

* Both rhefc inconveniences are now greatly removed by the caihstcrs
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wife the cavity with the fame applied by rinfing. For clean*

fing and drying ijts infide, along needle with afilk thread will
be moft fit. W hen about to be ufed, and found to be too ftiff, it

may be foftened by keeping it a little in the hand, or holding it

Bear the fire.

But if all our endeavours to introduce any catheter or eargufc
have proved unfuccefsful, and the danger of a rupture of the

bladder, from its distention, be imminent, the urine muft be at

all events difcharged. This Should, therefore, not be deferred
too long ; and may be done, according to the feat of the difor

der, either by an incifion into the urethra behind the ftridure,
or feat of the Stoppage ; or if that feat be in the neck of the blad*

der, and the incifion and introdudion of the trocar in that place
"

perhaps be found too difficult for the furgeon, the bladder may be

tapped through the anus, or an incifion made above thefymphy-
fis pubis, and the bladder be tapped in this place, under the pe*
*iron*um ; which is not a very difficult nor painful operation)
and becomes neceffary to fave the life of the patient.
Thefe are the means generally ufeful to give reliefto the pati

ent, in all cafes of ifchuria urithralis.

But, to cure that diforder radically, its caufe, as I faid, ought
to be removed; which is affeded, according fo its nature, by
different methods.

If the ifchury proceeds from a recent repulfion of a venereal

gonorrhoea, the running muft be brought on, and the clap recal

led. For this purpofe> befides the general remedies before-men

tioned, the (team of hot water, alone, or mixed with vinegar*
the volatile liniment, 8cc. applied to the perineum, I have feet

and experienced many times to be the moft efficacious remediesto

Remove the venereal poifon from the neck of the bladder, and

bring on the running afrefh. I recommend the furpenfion of the
tefticles during the application of the Steam ; becaufe I have

feen inftances where thepoifon, leaving the neck of the bladder,
inftead of returningto itsoriginal feat under theframum, hasfet-
tled at the caput gallinaginis, and thereby excited a fwelling of
the tefticle ; which I have never obferved Since 1 took the above

precaution. In the mean time, the patient fhould keep quietly
in bed, and warm poultices fhould be conftantly applied to the

genital parts, and the accumulation of the feces be carefully
avoided by glyfters. Emetics are, occasionally, as ufeful in this
cafe as they are in fwelled tefticle*; ; and the internal ufe of opi-*
a*fis produces, in many inftances, a fpeedy effed. As foon as the

venereal poifon, on leaving the neck of the bladder, occupies
again its original place, the running is re-eftablifhed, arid then
to be cured as gonorrhceas in genera! are ; only the patient Ought
to take thegreateft care to avoid all the caufes which are apt >o

bring on a Similar retropulfion -f as wt fee daily, that fuch a re

tropulfion
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tropulfion, oace taken place, is eafily brought on a fecond time
and fometimes by the flighteft occasion.
I muft, moreover, obferve, that in fuch a cafe, after the ifchu*

ry ii removed, I always found the internal ufe of mercury ne-

cefTary for a radical cure ; having feen feveral inftances where
the abforption of the virus took place during the fuppreflion,
and excited afterwards evident fymptoms of its prefence in the
mafs, though the local complaint of the genitals was perfedly
cured.

If the fuppreflion arifes from a chronic complaint of the ure

thra, fuchasfroma fttidure accompanied with an ulcer of the
urethra, or an erofion of the excretory duds offhe proftate gland
or the feminal veficles, this caufe muft be removed according to

the rules laid down under the article Gleets and Venereal ulcers.
If the ftridure arifes from a fimple cotjftriciion of oneparticu-

lar place of the urethra, without any ulceration, our endeavours
muft beto dilate this coardation ; which owes its origin either
to an ulcer healed up, by which the whole circumference'of the
urethrals Ieifened ; or to a prominent cicatrix or callofity, oc

casioned by a previous ulcer. This is moft effedu ally obtained

by a long continued ufe of bougies, beginning with the fmaller

ones, and fo going on gradually until the patient is able to bear
thofe of the largeft fize. This bougie he is to keep, in the be-

inning, for a quarter or half an hour, and afterwards, if he can
ear ir, for feveral hours, morning and evening. If a bougie of

elaftic refin be at hand, this precaution is hardly ever neceifary,
as they, growing foft and flefh-like in the urethra, produce lit
tle or no uneafinefs. But as this kiuk of coardation or ftridtsie

is fometimes fo very fmall that it does not even admit the fmaJIeft:

bougie, the application ofa fmal! catgut is an excellent inventi

on. The catgut once introduced, and left for fome time in the

urethra, begins to Swell, by which the coardated paffage infcn-

fibly enlarges ; fo that, uponwithdrawing it the firft time, the

patient is fometimes able to make water with unexpeded eafe ;

and the next time a larger may be eafily introduced, and havt the

fame good effed.-—If by thefe means we have by degrees dilated

the urethra fo far as to admit the largeft catgut, a bougie may

be introduced ; the ufe of which is to be continued for fcveraJ

weeks after he is perfedly cured and able to make water in one

large continued natural ftr^am.
If the coardation does not even admit of a catgut, and the

feat of the diforder is at a place which we can come at, an in

cifion into the urethra behind the coardation is, as J have faid

above, the moft advifeable : by thefe means the twine will be

difcharged through the incifion, whenever neceflfary, and the

return of the fuppreflion thereby effectually prevented. We may

afterwards eafily dilate the wound, palling the laife through
- ■* -

G the
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the coardation ; and then introduce a bougie,'which the patient
is to wear until the ftridure is removed and the whole healed up,
and thus the complaint radically cured. The fame method will

be alfo fometimes neceffary if the urine accumulated behind the

coardation has forced its way either through the inteflinum rec*

turn, in which cafe the patient will void his urine with the

feces through the anus, or by a fistulous opening through the

perineum. But, in thefe cafes, it will be in general neceffary
to let him go through a courfe of mercurials before we proceed to

the operation of the filtula ; otherwife we Shall find ourfclvei

very often difappointed in curing this latter ; If he has not

Strength enough to undergo fuch a courfe, as is frequently the

cafe, he is to be prepared by a proper diet and medicine. On

performing this latter operation, an incifion muft alfo be made

through the ftridure, the original caufe and feat of the diforder;
smd the patient is to wear a bougie during the cure, and for

fome time afterwards, as in the cafe juft before-mentioned.
If the ifchury arifes from excrefcences or caruncles ,as they are

commonly called, it has been advifed, by one of our moft inge-
•

nious furgeons in London, to introduce a covered cauftic into

the urethra to the caruncle, and apply it thereto. To perform
this properly, an inftrument has been invented : but whether

this application is attended with fafety and fuccefs in pradice,
I have as yet had no opportunity to afcertain. The incifion of

the urethra at the place where the feat of the diforder lies, and

the cutting out of thofe extraneous bodies, hasbeen propofed by
,
others. But I have never yet heard of any cafe where this ope
ration had been performed.
If a fcirrhofity or hard fwelling of the proftate, or a fungous

excrefcence of the fame gland, all the remedies recommended for

refolving fuch a fwelling ought to be tried ; and if they fail, we
Should endeavour to bring the gland rather to a fuppuration, than
to let a diforder increafe which fo frequently proves fatal.

If a fwelling of any of theTmaller glands of the urethra Should

prove the caufe of the ifchury, and the moft powerful refolventj
fliould prove ineffedualy I would advifemy patient rather to have
the extirpation of the tumor performed, than to^live in the con

stant anxiety about the dreadful confequences from this com

plaint.

'l
v

CHXT.
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CHAP. VII.

On Venereal Ulcers.

AN
ulcer arifing in any part of thebody from a venereal caufe

is called a venereal ulcer, or commonly a fl-.ankcr. (or
chancre); a name adapted, probably, to exprefs its corroding
nature.

Venereal ulcers owe their origin either to a primary or to a/e-
condary infection ; viz. to the venereal virus originally applied,
or depofited from a tainted mafs on the furface of the body.
Both kinds may arife on any part of thebody ; but they appear
more frequently upon parts which are not covered with the cu

ticle ; fuch as the glans penis, the ir.fide of the prepuce, the

urethra, the labia pudendi, nymphs, lips, mouth, nipples. &c.
Of internal venereal ulcers we have not yet, as far as I know>

any authentic obfervation..

Though venereal ulcers, as I have juft now obfervedj do gene

rally and moft, frequently appear only on parts which are not co

vered with the cuticle, efpecially in the glans, prepuce, mouth,
Sec. yet we meet not unfrequentty with cafes where they affi-ct

parts covered with the cuticle ;. as the penij, fcrotum, thigh,
&c. There are likewife inftances where furgcons performing
fome operations, or perfons aflifting in the delivery of women,

have had the misfortune of being affeded^with venereal ulceis in

their hands or arms. -In all cafes of this lattgr kind, the poifon
feemed tome univerfally to operate more powerfully than when

origiaally applied to the parts
not covered with The cuticle, or

when depofited from a tainted mafs. 1 know a midwife, who,

having been infeded in this manner feveral years ago, ftill fuffers

from the difeafe, and we have another inftar.ee in this metropo

lis, of an eminent male praditioner in the fame art, who, by de

livering an infedcd woman, got ulcers in his hand, and at this

prefent time ftill labours under the confequences, though it is

now three years fince he received
the infection. I know a gen

tleman who, wounding his finger by accident with a penknife,

expofed it the fame evening to infedion,
without fufpeding any

bad confequences: the wound changed in two days to a veiy

bad venereal ulcer, accompanied with a painful and obftinate

fwelling of the whole arm together with a bubo under the arm

pit arid fymptoms of ageneral'infedion.
Though I have with the greateft care attended to all the cafes

of this kind which fell under my obfervation,
I could not disco

ver, in the conftitutions of the patients, any particular caufe
of

fuch violent fymptoms. In two inftances, the patient befoie
and

afterwards had venereal ulcers in places not covered w.th thefcu

ticle, and the poifoa there produced the common fymptoms only.
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It feems therefore probable to me, that, in order to excite pri
mary venereal ulcers upon a place covered with the cuticle, the
virus muft either be extremely aciid in its nature, or produce
more violent effcds on account of its being applied to parts which

have no mucus to dilute it, or to defend themfelves from its acri

mony. We at leaft very feldom obferve fuch violent and obfti

nate effeds in primary venereal ulcers upon parts not covered

with the cuticle, cr in fecondary ones arifing upon any part of

the furface of thebody. This is owing moft probably, in the

former cafe, to the poifon meeting with a quantity of mucus to

dilute it, and in the latter to its having been diluted, or hav

ing undergone fome change by its previous mixture with the

mafs.

Venereal ulcers though arifing from a primary infedion, are

either A cal or univerfal ; viz. the venereal virus having been

applied to the part, and, by its ftimulus, produced an irritation

and fubfequent ercfioB, is confined ftill to that part only ; or it

has been already abforbed into the mafs, and thereby infeds the

whole body. This diftindion is ufeful and neceffary in prac
tice ; ulcers of the latter kind, like thofe arifing from a feconda

ry infedion, never being curable without a courfe of medicines

which purify the mafs from the venereal infedion ; whereas the

former may be cured by mere local applications.
But here I muft take notice of another diftindion which is of

the greateft importance in pradice, and to which writers on this

fubjed feem hitherto not to have paid due attention. Ulcers

arifing on the genitals are, now-a-days, fometimes after the

flighceft examination, generally pronounced to be venereal, and

treated as fuch : yet it is certain, and daily experience Shows, that

ulceus, both of tha faucus and genitals, may, in our days, as

well as the days of Celfus, arife from acrimonies or miafmata

which have nothiaj; in common with the venereal virus. How

ever, by not attending properly to this point, I have not only
feen the honor of innocent perfons brought into queftion, but pa
tient* by an improper treatment, reduced to a miferable Situation.

But the more dreadful confequences I have obferved, when
ulcers of the mouth and fauces, occasioned by the ufe of mercu-'

ry itfelf, efpecially under a falivation, are mistaken; or whaa

ulcers are confounded with venereal ones, which at firft really
owed their origin to the venereal virus, but during a mercurial
courfe aflume a different appearance, and feem to have entirely
changed their venereal nature : inftead of healing, to which

point they feemed to approach, they now prove not only obfti

nate, but, yielding a thin ichorous difcharge, grow worfe under
the continuation of the fame remedy, and fpread further and fur
ther To ftow the imporance of thefe diftindioas more evident
ly, I Shall fwbjoin an account of a few cafes relating to that fub-
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jed j but fpeakmore efpecially about their nature below, under
the head of Venereal Complaints incurable by Mercury.
A gentleman twenty-one years of age, of a ftrong plethoric

conftitution, confulted me fome time ago about a fhancre, as he
called it, of the glans penis, with which he had been aftlided
for eight or nine months. He had confulted at the time he got it,
an eminent furgeon at Dublin, who prefcribed a courfe of mer

curials. Hewas falivated; but the ulcer not healing, mercuri

al fumigations were applied for fome time to the part affeded ;

by which the ulcer feemed to grow kTs, and of a better appear
ance, but did not heal. He was therefore advifed to a fecocd

mercurial courfe, with different preparations of mercury inter

nally and externally ; but, under this courfe, the ulcer grew

larger, deeper, and in every refped worfe. In that condition

he came to Loudon, and confulted me. Upon examining his

cafe, I found a large deep ulcer of the glans, with herd and

promineat borders, extremely fenfible upon the leaft touch : Its

bafis appeared reddifh and pretty clean ; but the difcharge feem

ed to be of an acrid corrofive nature, by which, indeed, half

the glans was already confumed. 1 told him that I had feen fe

veral ulcers of this kind before ; that it was not of a venereal

nature ; aad that mercury, according to my obfervation, was,
in that kind of ulcers no fit remedy : that I could cure him, but

that it would require at leaft two or three months time ; upon

which he left me, proraifing he would call the next day and put
himfelt under my care: he did not, and I heard no more of him

till four months after, when he fent for me. His complexion
was lively and frefh when I faw him firft ; butwas now of fuch

a Sickly and cachedic appearance, that I hardly knew him.--—

His Story was as follows : That, having been diffatisfied wirh

my firft appearance upon his cafe, and with the advice I gave

him, he, ac thedefire of a friend, had thought proper to confult

another perfon : That, after a clofe examination, this perfon had

pronounced his ulcer venereal, and had aflured him that nothing
but mercury could cure him ; that he had not taken enough of

mercury, nor the preparation which was deemed beft in thofe

cafes ; and that, far from two or three months being required
for curing him, his prefcriptiona would effed a radical cure in

three or four weeks time : That, upon thefe affurances^ he had

immediately fubmitted to a new m.rcurial courfe, which had

brought on a gentle falivation ; but with fo little effed, that

though the ulcer feemed to grow remarkably better duiing the

firft three or four weeks, it afterwards, inflead of healing, had

corroded the reft of the glans with part of the urethra. Upon

which another furgeon was called in confuUation, who advif-

ing the amputation of the part affeded,
and the former refufing

to perform it, he had refelved to drop their further advice, and
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to hear mine once more. I Sound the parr very much fwelledv
the prepuce affeded with a perfed phymofis, and the urine dif-

cfiargir.g through three or four different holes. I advifed him

therefore tohave the prepuce cut, in order to fee the ftaje of the*

ulceration, to clean the ulcer, or to apply fuch medicines as.

jfcould be thought proper. IrJternally 1 prefcribed him fome

iirengthening medicines. He ufed thefe for eight or ten days :■

but the operation he put off from day to day ; when he was ad

vifed by fome of his friends to co^fult another phyfician, who,
by means of a d-codion of hemlock and ginfeng root, promifed
to do fomething more for him than hitherto had been done. This

decodion he took for a fhort time with very little effed, the ero-

fio» going on further andfurther* At Iaft another phyfician was.

confult°d, who infiited upon a ftrengthening courfe of medicines,
nourifhing diet, the enjoyment ofcountry air, and bathing in the

fca ; by which means he is now re-ftabhfhed with the lofs of

half his penis ; which, had he followed my advice from the be

ginning, would have been nearly wholly preferved.
I make the following obfervations upon this cafe. Firft, That

I think it extremely improp&r to adminifter a courfe ofmercuri

als for a local venereal ulcer ; which was the cafe with this,

gentleman when he firft applied to the furgeon in Dublia : That

a fecond courfe and falivation with mercurial fumigations were
ftill more improper : That advifing him a third courfe of mer

curials, after the two former were found ufelefs, was not only
very injudicious, but extremely hurtful, as it rendered him un

able for propagation, to the great forrow of his family : That

the advice given by the Iaft phyfician to ufe fome Strengthening
medicines, with a nourifhing diet, to go to the country, and to

bathe in the fea, was a judicious and honeft one : and that the

patient, who was only brought to follow this latter advice by
the faTife of his fufferings, would have been free of all this mife-

ry, had he followed my advice in the beginning.
I was confulted in another cafe, where ulcers of the throat

arifing during a mercurial courfe, being taken for venereal ones,,

and treated accordingly, by thecontinued internal ufe ofmercu^

ry, became fo bad, that both t,he tonfils, together with the ve

lum pendulum, were almoft entirely confumed, and {he patient
reduced to a moft miferable fituation, when only by leaving off

the mercury, and by the administration of a quite different

courfe ofmedicines, he recovered. AndMr. Brambilla givzt us
an account of a patient, who under a courfe of mercury being
affeded with ulcers of the fauces, which having been miftaken

by the furgeon for venereal ones, not only loft his velum by the
■w continued ufe ofmercury ; but had a caries maxillse brought on,

which proved fatal to the patient. The fame author likewife

©bferves, that inflammatory tumours or ulcers growing gangrea-
ous*
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ous, are by the internal or external ufe of mercury constantly
rendered worfe, though they evidently owed their origin to a
venereal caufe. I myfelf have feen many inftances, where pa
tients afTeded with venereal ulcers, united with a fcorbutic ha
bit of body, by the imprudent ufe of mercury, not only w.re

reduced to a moft wretched condition, but even to death. Mr.
Fabre, in the Supplement to his Obfervations on the Venereal
Difeafe, relates likewife feveral cafes, where ulcers, though
evidently arifing from a venereal caufe, by a long continued ui*
of internal and external mercurials, and even repeated falivaticns
not only remained without cure, but were brought to a ftate,
Which afterwards yielding to no other medicines whatever, pro
ved fatal. Whence I think it will evidently appear, that, an

practice, we ought to beftow the greateft attention in ciitia-

guifhing.
i/?, Local venereal ulcers from univerfal ones; viz. from

tnofe unired with, or arifing from, a tainted mafs.

zdly, Simple univerfal venereal ulcers, from complicated
•nes ; viz. fuch as are united with Symptoms of fcorbutus, fcro-
phula, &c.

%dly, Ulcers of the genitals, mouth, fauces, &c. arifing ori-

ginaily from other caufes ; for example, brought on by the acri

mony of the falvia during the internal ufe of mercurials, ormeT-

curial fumigations from real venereal ones. But, principally,
qthly, Ulcers ofthe mouth, nofc, genitals, groin, ijc. which,

though feemingly or evidently brought on by a venereal caufe,
have now, as it were, changed their nature, at leaft fo fan,
that mercury has no further good effed upon them, but rather
the contrary.
The charaders, bywhich thofe different kinds of ulcers may

be diftinguifhed, are not eafily defcribed ; infpection and practi
cal knowledge muft be our belt guide. An attention to the fol

lowing points, however, may aflift us in forming a judgment.
Venereal ulcers are, in general, pretty eafily diftinguifhed br

their hard margin or borders, by the Iardacecus cruft wiih

which their bafis is covered, and by the preternatural rednefs 'of

the skin all round the ulceration ; which will be rendered mosa

probable if the patient is confcicus that he has previoufly expo-
fed himfelf to the infedion. As there may, however, arife ul

cers in the genitals, of a different,' or fometimes, perhajw, of a

nearly fimilar appearance, from other caufes, as has bear, long

ago taken notice of by the moft ancient medical writers, and
con-

finned in feveral inftances by my own obfervation, we Shoiild

be cautious and never form a rafh judgment about the nature of

fuch ulcers, nor pronounce them venereal before we are perfect

ly aflured of it. By following a contrary method, we may not

only hurt the reputation of an honeft perfon, and diftuib *"«*-
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Clip, and fometimes matrimonial happinefs, as I formerly men

tioned with refped to gonorrhoeas ; but do material ham to tht

patient, by adminiftering improper medicines. Ulcers which

are not of a venereal nature, may be distinguished /rom vtnereal

ones,

tfi. By their different appearance.
xdly, By their arifing only, or growing worfe, during the ufe

of mercury.

%dly, By their having been unfuccefsfully treated with mer

cury before.

4thlt/, By their exquifite fenfibility.
%thly, By their relaxed State of the whole body, or by the

flabby relaxed appearance with an ichurous difcharge from the

affedsd part.

Gthly, By fymptoms of other diforders, either alone, or ac*

companied with venereal ones.

Method of Cure.

If hasbeea advifed by feveral eminent medical writers, to

treat all real venereal ulcers or fhancres in the fame manner, viz.

by internal mercurials only, and never to make ufe of any exter

nal application. Several Specious reafons have been alledged
for fuch a treatment ; which, however, are not fatisfadory to

me. They fay, that fhancres are figns of the prefence of the

venereal poifon in the body ; and if, therefore, they difappear
by the fimple internal ufe of mercury, we are fure that the me

dicine has penetrated into the mafs, and that the poifon is total

ly eradicated. To this I anfwer, That recent venereal ulcers

brought on by an original infedion, are by no means fuch fymp
toms, as has been afferted : On the contrary^ they are in that

cafe only a local difeafe, which requires no internal, but mere

ly local remedies ; and if no topical application is made ufe of

in time, they very often fpread amazingly, the poifon is abforbed,
and produces either buboes or other venereal fymptoms in the

raafs. I undoubtedly allow, that if they are of fome flanding,
the mafs will then be in confequence infeded ; in which cafe,
aswell aswhen they arife from a fecondary or univerfal infedi

on, they are certainly what has been afferted of them, unequi
vocal figns of the prefence of the poifon in the mafs. Then, in

deed, I perfedly coincide with the opinion, that they can be

treated onlyby the internal ufe of mercury, without any exter

nal application, becaufe, if they difappear by the internal ufe

of mercury alone, without having applied any external remedy,
we are fyre that we have eradicated the poifon from the mafs,
and cut off the evil by the root. But if they are in the genitals,
or ia the extremities, the poifon ofctn excites yioleat inflamma

tion,
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rnation, phymofis, mortification, &c. or it is abforbed and par
ried to the lymphatic glands, where it occafion;, buboes, before
the mercury has had time to produce its effeds, and to deftroy
it on the partaffeded.
Thefe are the reafons why I always choofe to apply immedi

ately to fuch ulcers, thofe remedies which Hound the molt ef-
fedual for removing them ; becaufe I think there is no patient,
acquainted with the nature of the diforder, who would not pre
fer being affeded with a real pox, to a mortification of the penis,
or to a bubo. As to what has been faid and obferved by fome,
that a bubo very often appears after fhancres have been healed

up by external applications, and that confequently thofe very
remedies which are recommended to avoid buboes not unfrc-»

quently bring them o
,

J readily admit the fad ; but I'am very
far from believing th? confequence drawn from it, viz. that ex

ternal remedies^applied to a venereal ulcer, ev«r promote the ab

forption of the virus. It happens, in that cafe, that we lee

every day happen, withemr the ufe of any external application
whatfoever, or what wemuft daily be afraid of, as long as there

is the leaft appearance of a venereal ulcer. What they afcriba

in that cafe to the medicines externally applied, I would rather

afcribe either to their application being too long delayed, or

to their rot being fufficienily efficacious. In all cafes, there

fore, where I have reafon to apprehend fuch bad efTecls, I thir.k

it not only proper but neffary to apply to all venereal ulcers,
whether of a prim iry or fecondary infection, the moft efficaci

ous local remedies, in order to remove them as fpeedily as pom*-
ble : with this difference only, that I cor.fider ulcers arifing from

a recent original infedion as merely local, and think they may

befafely cured by topical applications atane, without the inter

nal ufe of mercury ; whereas, thofe arifing from a tainted itrfs

require always, at the fame time, a courfe of mercury. This

Iaft method I likewife follow in vensreal ulcers of Some d?es

Standing, though from an original infedion ; there being a'ways

the'greateft probability that fome of the poifon has been abfoib-

ed into the mafs during; that time. Fxrernal applications in

thofe cafes will never have any permanent
effed j becaufe, if

we are even able to deftroy the poifon in the aftVcud part, and

to confolidate the ulcer, it will foon break out aga»n on the fame

or fome other part of the body, as long as there remains the leaft

particle of it fubfifting in the mafs.

The external remedies recommended for this purpofe are, Msv-

curials, Aira^i'its, andCanftics. _ /..,,,

Among the mercurials, the red precipitate fprinkled upon

them every morning and evening, I found to anfwtr beft, as long

as the ulcer is covered with the white lardaceous cruft. The

me;.-m-;al oinunent in this cafe is of no ufe; but uheaever

H thi
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the ulcer afTumes a cleaner appearance, then the fimple mercari^
al ointment, calomsl in powder or fufpended in lime water, or,

according to circumftances, the fublimate with lime-water, of

a diluted folution of mercury in nitrous acid, are more fervice-

p.bie*. In cafes more obftinate, the mercurial fumigations prove

foir; jimes excellent.
If the mercuiiaf applications prove ineffeduaf, the external

uTe of aftringents is often, extremely ferviceable. The Peruvian

b^rk, aqua vitriolica camphorata, a folution of blue vitriol, of

the viride srris diSTolved in oil, are thofe commonly made ufe of;

but from the yellow copper (auriehalcum) in powder fp rink led

upon them, 1 know of ulcers cured which refilled tire power of

all other medicines. The fame aftringents will alfo fometimes

anfwer our expeditions in ulcers of an atonic or relaxed appear

ance, yielding an acrid ichorous difcharge.
The application of cauflics has been lately recommended irt

recenr venereal u'cers, fo as to touch tl.emevery twelve or twen

ty-four hours with the napis infernalis, till Sloughs falling off

fueceflWely, th: bafis of the ulcer becomes red and pure. This

pradic^ is undoubtedly fometimes proper : bur there are confti*

rutior.s which will not bear any acrid application whatfoever,

efpeeially that of cauftic*. I have feen inftances where, in fuch

irritable or in fcorbutiic constitutions, very bad fymptoms fol

lowed : and in one cafe, where a mortification of the part was

the confequence of fuch an application. In thefe fubjeds, the

internal ufe of Peruvian bark with external aftringents, or o.c-

cafionally a mercurial lotion will be more ferviceable.

Jfvenereal ulcers relift all the means juft now recommended,

the internal and external ufe of Strengthening medicines, a fuH

diet, the ufe ofwine, country air, and fea-bathing, as menti

oned above, will fometimes prove effedual when all other reme

dies have failed.

Of othir medicines recommended for inveterate venereal ul

cers, I mall fpeak hereafter under the article of Venereal Com

plaints incurable by Mercury.
I have faid nothing about the venereal ulcers of thenofe, eyes,

face, £<:c. becaufe they require the fame treatment as others,

and may be eafily avoided, by taking care that a patient with a

venereal gonorrhoea or ulcers of the genitals, after having touch

ed the part affected, always carefully cleanfes his fingers.
Ulcers of the uterus or vagina, accompanied with an acrid

ichorous difcharge, are not always, as is generally imagined,
cancerous, but not unfrequently venereal ; and maybe then of

ten cured by proper injedions, and the internal ufe of mercury.
I have feen feveral women, who thought themfelves, from the

pain and ichorous difcharge tinged with blood, affeded with a

career of the uterus, belaying in that point the judgment of
their
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their attendants, radically cured by the internal ufe of power
ful, ftrengthening, and abforbent medicines, and by injecting a

folution of fublimate or calomef'in lime-water, alone or mixed
with the tindure of maftic, or, according to chxun:itu;-.ce;, the
infufion corticis Peruv. in aqua calcis.
But we are mistaken if we expect any good in this cafe, ns

well as in the fluor albus or harmorrhagy of the womb, from'in-
jedions, as they arecomrMnly ufed. Ifwe wifh to fee any efT
fed from them, thev muftWe applied to the affected part; ai:d
therefore not thrown in the common manner into the vagina, in

expedation that they will of themfelves, by .thefe means, reach
the feat of the diforder, or the cavity of the uterus. A proper
fyringe of a particular form and Size", calculated to prevent the
matter injededfrom efcaping at the fides, muft be introduced as

hifjh as poftible into the vagina, or, if pofllble, into the orh;ee

of the uterus itfelf ; the patient lying a little declined, and h.-r

knees bent : and in this fituation the injedion is to be applied,
either by herfelf or by an afliftanr, three or four times fucctfiive-

ly, keeping the fyringe always in for.fome minutes, and ieper.-

iug the fame operation fix or eight times a day. A fyringe
made of a bottle of elaftic rcfin, with a thicker and lunger yiye
than common, willanfwer for the above purpofe extremely well,
and will effectually remove the prejudices hitherto fojuitly en

tertained of the inefficacy of injections in females.

For cancerous ulcers of the genital? as well as of cher.pruts <<£

thebody, the Materia Medica has, to my knowJedg;., ;.othi,--g
to afford ; and all thofe medicines hithertoreccmrr.emded for cur

ing cancers, appear to be deceptions of the inventors, t he- ir,Reives

or of the public. Surgery alone can radically cure cancers,- if

applied in time ; and no honeft phyfician will ever recomme^ i

uncertain remedies, left, by temporizing, he fnould for ever lofi«

the moment where he could have applied a certain one, I me i

the extirpation not too late deferred where it can take place.

ON VENEREAL FISTULAS.

In treating of venereal ulcers., we muft fay a word about ve

nereal fiflulas, which are nothing but vercieal ulcers penstr atir
♦*"*

deep into the cellular membrane and adjacent pares, with a f:mu'

callous orifice, and callous infide. Their fear is mcftly in the

Urethra, groins, perin2u.ro, anus, &c. but fo.nitimes alfo in the

Iychramal fac of tht eye.
Befides the internal administration of mercury, the i.ijedions.

above recommended ought to be tried ; if they do not fucceed,

the chirurgical operation ought to be performed. We fhould,

however, never attempt this latter before we Suve carefully e--

^jlicatcdths venercal-viri'.s.from th^.tainr.-d- mafs,' From me

refU- 1'-
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negled of this point, we fee daily, that fuch patients undergo
two or three times the operation, without being the better for it:
the fiftula remains as obftinate as it was before ; or, healing in

one place, it foon breaks out in another. If the fiftula heals

quick and perfedly after the operation, it is a certain fign that
the patient has been radically cured of the lues.
The fifruLi lachrymalis, arifing from the venereal viru« lodged

in the lychrymal fac, yields very oftea,a yellow greenifh difcharge,
refembling that oozing out of the ufvlhra in a clap. Whether it

ever arifes from a fupprtffed or rerropulfed gonorrhoea, I can

not pofitively fay ; but it owes its origin frequently to the ve

nereal poifon depofited from a tainted mafs, and requires inter

nal and external mercurials.

The virus oozing out from venereal ulcers and fiftulas, is fome

times of a very corrofive nature : they Should therefore be dref-

fed with a piece of Soft fponge every twelve or twenty-four
hours ; and the furrounding furface of the skin Should be care

fully defended, by anointing it with the white cerate, or fatur-

cine liniment.

CHAP. VIII.

Of the P h y m o s i s.

THIS
difeafe, in which the prepuce is fo Straitened on the

point of the penis that it cannot be drawn back over the

glans, has been called Phymojis, from the Greek phimoo, prae-
cludo, obturo ; and might be perhaps in our language more pro
perly called a c9arclatien or ftriciure of the prepuce*
To this order are efpecially fubjed men who from nature have

the glans covered with a more Strait prepuce, or have too Short

or too Strait afrsnum ; all thofe whofe religion orders circum-

cifion, are free from it.

This diforder arifes, in our days, generally from venereal ul

cers in the injide of the prepuce, or from the Blennorrhagia ba*

lani, (gonorrhoea fpuria), producing a violent fwelling and in

flammation of the prepuce.
It has been recommended, if the phymofia be violent, to make

an incifion of the prepuce ; which is certainly fometimes necef

fary ; but, where chirurgical operations can be avoided, I think
thev ought. This operation has been advifed principally either

to prevent the fpreading of fhancres, which are frequently the

caufe of the phvmofis ; or to avoid buboes ; or, what is Still

more material! toprevent (if there be any ulcers} a concretion
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of the glans with the prepuce. Thofe who, in curing fhancres,

trull entirely to the internal ufe of mercurials, will hardly infift

upon this operation. As to the danger of their producing buboes

by an abforption of the poifon, I allow the apprchenfion to be

perfectly juft ; but I cannot admit, that an ircifion would

prove a preventative. A frefh wound*, by expofing a frefh and

larger furface to the abforption of the virus, muft, in my opini
on, rather increafe the danger. I think it, therefore, more pro

per to obviate thofe bad confequences by proper injedions, and

by introducing fome fine lint once or twice a day with a probe
between the prepuce and glans. However, if tl\is fhould be im-

pradicable, or livid fpots Should appear thro' the prepuce,
im

mediate recourfe to the operation ought to be had, left a greater

evil, a mortification, fhould enfue.

In order to afcertain whether there is a venereal ulcer between

the prepuce and glans, I introduce a probe, with fome lint affix

ed to it. Then, turning it round the whole glans, the patient

generally feels pain, if there is any ulcer, as foon as^ the probe

with the lint touches it ; and upon withdrawing it, a partof it

will be ftained with purulent or puriform matter; whereas, if

there is but a fimple gonorrhoea fpuria without any ulceration,

the whole of the lint will be ftained with the fame equally. In

either cafe, if the inflammation and fwelling is violent, I apply
a poultice made of bread and water mixed with force acetum li-

thargyrii ; and injed three or four times a day, a diluted foluti

on of mercury in nitrousacid, or the fublimatc or calomel luf-

pended in lime-water, or, according to circumftances, Plenk's

folution ofmercurywith gum arabic, between the prepuce ?nd

glans, in fuch a manner, that the interftice between them is fil

led and diftended with the injedion. If there be any ulcer, fome

lint dipped in the fame, may be applied to it, by means of a

probe, once or twice a day. I think there is ncwr any danger

of a concretion of the parts as long as the ulcers remain venere

al ; and in the mean time their nature is changed, the phyrr.o-
fis is alfo generally removed. Internal mercurials ought in fuch

cafes never to be omitted. But, 'as I have obferved juft before,

the incifion of the prepuce ought to be immediately performed,
if the inflammation be very high ; if there appears any danger

of mortification ; OTifwe have reafon to fufped, beneath, an

ulceration of a bad or perhaps cancereus nature.

CH A P.
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CHAP. IX.

Of the P A R A T H Y M O S I S.

PAuaphymosis,
a word derived from the Gre#k para, c/e,

and phimosl pi\eculfio, obturamtntum, fignify ing the oppo^
fire of phymofis, is a difeafe where the prepuce, being drawn
behind the glans, is fo contraded there, that it cannot be

brought again forwards over the glans ; and would for this rea

fon, in my opinion, be more properly named a ftrangulation of
the glans. *

Men who from nature have a Strait prepuce are moftfubjed to

thisdiforder, which arifes either from venereal ulcers, or from' a

pretti natural fwelling of the glans, as is fometimf.s the cafe m

violent claps. I have little to add to what has been faid on the

fubjed by Cclfus, and by fome modern writers.
I have feen an inftance where a gantrene of the glans was the

confequence of fuch a ftrangulation, before the furgeon could
come to give afliftance. We ought therefore to ufe our utmoft

endeavors to bring the pr?puce forward as quick as poflible.
The moft effectual remedy is to fprinkle repeatedly cold water

upon the part, in the mean time gently prefting the fwelled glans,
with the fingers dipped repeatedly in cold water, fo as to

fqueeze out, if poflible, all the blood extravafated in its carver-
nous fubftance. By thefe means, the turgefcency of the corpus
cavernofum glandis will be moft efticacioufly diminished ; and

by skilful management, gently preffing the glans backwards,
Vftrlft we endeavour with the fingers of the other hand to bring
the prepuce over it forwards, we fhall very often fucceed, and
relieve the patient from imminent danger. Ice, or water ren

dered by art as cold as ice, may perhaps be ufeful to the opera
tor in accomplishing this ddirable effed; but if the difeafe be

accompanied with a venereal gonorrhoea, we muft be cautious
with regard to the application of cold, left we might bring on a

Worfe comp'aint, by repulfion, than the difeafe for which cold
is applied. If we are foon able to reduce it, and the fymptoms
be violent, we Should not defer the operation, but make an in
cifion in the prepuce or framura ; an operation by no means dan

gerous, but abfolutely neceffary to prevent the moft difagree-
able of all confequences of venereal complaints, a mortification
of the glans penis. If there are venereal ulcers in one fide, I pre
fer always to make the incifion of the frsrnuxn or prepuce on the
other fide ; in order to fecure the wound, as well as poflible,
from the poifon, and to prevent its abforptien by tha lympha
tics of *Jne frefh wound.

C H A ?,..
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C H A P» X.

On VinsrUi Buboes*

A
Swelling of any of the- lymphatic glands of the body is

called a Bubo ; and if fuch a fwelling isoecafioned by the

Venereal poifon, we then call it a Venereal Bubo. The latter

only comes within the plan of this treatife.

Though buboes may arife in any part of the body where lym
phatic glands are fituated, yet we have no authentic obfervarion
Of their ever existing any where except in the lymphatic glands
of the groin, under the arm-pir, or of the extremities ; and even

of thefe, the latter are much lefs frequent than the former. »

Venerea! buboes arife from two caufes, eiTemialfy different

flbm one another ; this difference has in general not been at

tended to with rfmt accuracy which the importance of the fub-

jed might feem to require. Iveboes have hitheito been fuppo-
S*ed to arife always from the venereal virus abforbed by the lym
phatics, and by them carried to the gland ; but this is not al

ways thecafe. Buboes frequently owe their origin to the poifon
lodged on the furface of the body, initatimg there the mouths of

the lymphatics, without being abforbed by them. Thefe veffels

being irritated, produce a fwelling in the neareft lymphatic gland
they go to*. In the one cafe the caufe of the bubo lies in the

gland itfelf, in the other without it ; fo that we may properly
diftinguifh them, by calling the former an idiopathic, and the

latter a fymphatic bubo.
This diftindion, founded on t! e moft evident fads, is abfolute-

Iy neceffary to regulate the method of cure. fur the diftinc

tion of idiopathic buboes into primary and fecondary,. viz. fuch
as arife from an original infection, and thofe which are fim pofed
to owe their origin to the poifon depofited from the mafs into the

gland, feems to be of no practical ufe whatever.

Idiopathic venereal buboes, as we have obferved, owe their

origin to the venereal poifon abforbed and lodged in the gland.
This abforption fr.queLtly takes place after the virus has by its

acrimony produced fome Slight excoriation or ulceration in the

furface of the glans, prepuce, urethra, genital parts, or extre
mities. Whether a bubo ever arifes, as has been hitherto gene

rally afferted, from the venereal virus being depofited from the

mafs into the glar.d, as pelf ilential buboes feem to aiife in the

plague, is with me as yet a matter of doubt ; this affertion feems

hitherto rather founded on a gratuitous fuppofition than on real

obfervation. I3ut that buboes may fometimes, though feldom,

arife from an immediate abforption, without any previous ex

coriation or ulcer in the furface of the body, is probable flora

feveral authentic obfervation;. ; though this opinion has b.e^

con-
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controverted by fome modern writers.———About 12 yeais

ago, three foldkrs came into the military hofpital in one week,
all affeded with a bubo from the fame woman. They had all been

in perfed health a few days before ; neither had any of them

the 1 aft excoriation in the genitals or thigh now, nor even any

appearance of a running.—Whether this immediate abforption.
i. owing to a torpid and lefs irritable habit of body, or the great
er fubtilty or lefs irritating nature of the virus in fome cafes, i

pretend not to afcertain. But to this immediate abforption it is

perhaps owing, that we cannot always avoid a bubo, or perhaps
even the Iue. itfelf, by ufing thebeft preventatives ; though they
may moft effectually prevent gonorrhceas and original fhancres.
That idiopathic buboes arife<riot only from the abforption of

the venereal poifon from ulcers of the genitals or urethra, but
likewise from venereal ulcers in any part of the upper or lower

extremities, is confirmed by experience. I fhall adduce a few

examples by way of illuftration.———A moft intimate friend of

mine had, fame years ago, the misfortune of being affeded with

fiiancres. Being then on his travels, he took fome mercurial

pills ; by the ufe ofwhich the ulcers were cured in about ten

days. The pills were then difcontinued, and he had no com

plaint till fix months after, when he was one night awaked by a

violent itching at his right elbow. Next night, the itching re

turned ; and the third morning, upon examining the fpot, he
found it covered with a thick yellow fcurf like a tetter. As he

was at that time on a journey, he delayed taking advice ; think

ing that his complaint might perhaps gooff. But, two days af
ter y. he perceived a fwelling tinder his arm-pit ; which, in three

daysmore, increafed to fuch a degree, that when he came to me,

lie was obliged to keep his arm* a confiderable way out from his

fide. I told him the nature of his complaint. In a few days, by
proper applications, the tumor was difcuffed, and my patient
perfedly cured fome weeks after.

Soon after, I was confulted by a gentleman who had under

gone a mercurial courfe about fifteen months before, for a ve

nereal complaint, ofwhich heimagined himfelf perfedly cured.

Some weeks before he applied to me he began to feel a pain in

themiddle of the fternum, which he took to be rheumatic. On

this fuppofition, he rubbed the part affeded with a piece of flan
nel, morning and evening. Thus the pain in the fternum was

removed ; but thefecond morning after, the great toe of the left
foot, and that next to it, were in like manner" affeded. This

pain being removed by fridion with flannel as before, returned
to the fternum ; from which being driven by a fimilar friction,
it again returned to the foot. He now began to imagine that his

complaint was of a gouty nature; but having oc^afion to go
abroad that day, he bathed his foot in warm water, and pared a

corn
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ocotn Which hc'hail upon one of the dffeded toes, ;in order to

walk the more eafily. In performing this operarion, he cut to*

'deep, and a few drops of blood came. Upon this he immedi

ately defifted ; but the next day, on examining the part, »he

found a little fupptiration'had taken place ; upon which, he co-
'vefed the fore with a piece of clean linen.-—The fecond even*

;ing, h: felt a Slight pain in the groin, which he then disregard
ed.; but in a few days after, when one of the glands fwelled t©

thebignefs of a pigeon's egg, he asked my advice. 1 informed
him that he had not been radically cured ofhis former diforder,
^and that the prefent fymptoms were a confequence of it ; thac

thepainboth of the fternum and of "the toes was ^venerea! ; and

'that from theWound of the toe, and Succeeding fuppuration, th»

.poifon had*been abforberi bythe lymphatics, and carried to the

firft gland they met, which in this cafe was one of the lower

■lymphatic glans of the groin. The ulcer of the toe 'ftill conti

nued, but was very'fmall, and difcharged a little matter refem-

'bling pufs. I applied upon it a mercurial plafter, and cured fh«

'bubo, 'as well as the caufe of it, hya courfe of mercurial fric*i
lions.

Somey*ars ago, "an eminent accoucheur% London, was called
to deliver a woman, who unknown to him was affeded with

'fhancres. 'Ulcers on his hand, andafweliing of the lymphatic
£landofthe fore-arm, which proved very obftinaie, were the

r2readful confequences.
Symphatic venereal buboes, asl have already mentioned, owe

their origin, not to the abforption of the venereal poifon, but to
an irritation of the mouths of the neighbouring lymphatic veffels-
This fpecies of bubo we frequently meetwith m fimple venereal

•gonorrhceas ; or, where one'of the -glands is idiopathrcally af

feded, we fometimes fee two or three contiguous thereto, fwel
led by fympathy. In this cafe, however, only that which is

really infeded, continues to increafein bulk ; while the others

•remain in the fame State, and &t Iaft difappear without any in-

xreafe of their fwelling.
Symphatic buboes go ofFfpontaneouily, as foon as their irri

tating caufe in the neighbourhood is removed ; and 'it is only
this kind of bnboes, which quacks, with thjlr pretended r.of-
trums, feem to remove fometimes in a few days ; while, on rhes

other hand, wefreqnentlyhear fome pariertrs complaining of in

telligent phyficians, for not having been fufftciently expeditious
in curing their bubo, or not having dons it without fuppurati
on, though they had formerly been Radically cured by a quack,'
fey the fimple application of a mercurial ointment or plafter to
the part affeded. If fuch patients, however, were acquainted
with the dfSferenC? oetween the true nature of their prefent and

former co»pIai':tc. they would eafily fee.> that, in thaformer cafe,
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the cure was not to be attributed to the ointment or plafter ar>

plied, but merely to the nature of the difeafe ; whereas, in the

latter, great skill and attention is often requifite, either to dif
cufs a bubo, or to cure it, after the attempt to difcufs it has

proved ineffedual.

Having eftablifhed this effential diftindion betwixt Idiopathic
and Smypathic buboes, 1 fhould now proceed to fpeak of the

method of treating them ; but, previous to this, I think it ufe

ful to take notice of fome prejudices which are entertained by
many, concerning the nature and cure of this complaint.

Bymany people, efpecially thofe who inhabit the more fouth-

eily parts of Europe, it is reckoned dangerous to wfolve or dif

cufs a venereal bubo. This prejudice arifes from an opinion, that
the virus is by this method repelled and abforbed into the mafs,
where it afterwards occafions a general infedion : whereas, if

the bubo is cured by fuppuration, they imagine that no infedion

of the mafs is to be apprehended ; but that, on the contrary,
even in cafe any poifon fhould have been abforbed during the

fuppuration, not only the virus lodged in the gland is carried off,
but likewife the whole mafs is thereby purifi^ri. Hence they
imagine that the abfeefs formed by the fuppuration of the bubo,
is a kind of channel for cleanfing the body entirely from the ve

nereal poifon. As this opinion, however, is not only altogether
erroneous, but may prove hurtful to the patient, at leaft by de

priving him of an advantage which he might otherwife have en

joyed, I muft make two obfervations on this fubjed. Firft, That,
by the modern improved pradice of applying mercurial fridions,
the difcuflion of a bubo cannot poflibly occafion any fuch thing
as a repulfion of the venereal virus into the mafs ; but that, on

the contrary, by following this merhod, the virus lodged in the

gland itfelf is effedually deftroyed : and, fecondly, That, though
the virus Should have beenadually repelled from the gland inio

the mafs, fuch a repulfion would ftill be preferable to the me

thod of curing the bubo by fuppuration.
But in order to fet this matter in the cleareft light, I muft have

recourfe to the anatomical difcoveries which have been made

about the lymphatic fyftem ; and then confider what muft be the

confequence of mercurial faidions applied in the manner to be

mentioned hereafter.

We know from the obfervations of ProfeSTor Alexander Mon

ro, and thofe of the late Dr. W. Hunter, and particularly from

Mr. Hewfon's plates*, that the lymphatic or abforbent veffels

begin
* Bat this, a* well as the anatomy of th« whole lymphatic fyttem, and the

difoafes depending thereon, will be more efpecially illuftrated by the Angu
larly accurate and bcautihil plates executed under the direction of Mr. Shel

don, at prefe« lednrer of anatomy in London* which £tis »0 be hoped be

wi»BPt|wsT|fi-U9l4fW|a|epiiWis,
- * *'* --•***• *** ^
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begin everywhere on the furface* of thebody, with the- fmalleft

ramifications; that, ingoing upwards from the lower extremi

ties, they unite into larger branches, which terminate in the in

guinal glands, pouring i"*o them the liquid which they have ab

forbed at their extremit. This liquid, which in a natural

State is nothing but mild ly.rph more or lefs diluted with water,

which has been abforbed from the furface of the body, after be

ing poured into the lymphatic inguinal glands, is again abforbed

by other lymphatic veffels, which carry it to the abdomen, and

thence through the thoracic dud into the mafs. Let us now fup-

pofe that fome of the venereal poifon hasbeen abforbed by the

lymphatic veffels of the genital .parts, or of the lower extremi

ties, and that confequently it has been carried along with the

Jymph into one or more of the inguinal glands. The poifon thus

brought into the gland will either be abforbed again by the op-

pofite abforbent veffels, in which cafe it is carriedinto themafs;

or, what more frequently happens, it will, by its acrimony, ex

cite an irritation, and thereby not only prevent its own abforption

butproducean inflammation and fwelling of the gland. In thofe

circumftances, the moft eligible thing both for the patient and

phyfician, would be, if pofiible, to deftroy and eradicate the

poifon lodged in the gland. For this purpofe, we know

mercury is a fpecific ; but the queftion is, how to bring it

into the affeded gland. Formerly praditioners, through a de

fect, ofanatomical knowledge, imagined they could introduce the

mercury into the gland, by rubbing the mercurial ointment upon

the gland itfelf. But fo far was this from- having the intended

*

effed, that buboes treated in' fuch a manner generally became

.more inflamed, fuppurated, and even fometimes mortified^ By

fuch an application no mercury is introduced into the afeded

gland; or, if it happens now and then, it is merely by chance ;

for we know that the lymphatics arifing from the skin immedi

ately above the gland do not take their courfe into the ft.bftah.Ge

of the gland, but proceed obliquely upwards to the. abdomen.

Hence the bad or good effeds produced in that cafe are not to

be afcribed to the mercury, but rather
to the mechanical mira

tion occafioned by the fridi<uis, and would probably have, taken

place had any other ointment been employed.- But- rty jnftead

of rubbing the mercurial ointment upon the gland itfelf, the

fame be rubbed into the thigh or leg of the fide affeded^. we are

to exped, according to the difcoveries.of the courfe of tne lym

phatic veffels, that the mercury will
be abforbed by t new- extre

mities, and from thence conveyed to the affeded gland, where

meeting with the venereal poifon, it will inoft effedually exert

its fpecific power againft it. That this is really the/cafe, ap
pears from the fuccefsful pradice of this method; for, ii tne

werc.ujiaifridion*hav&been applied ifpdn the proper place, ar.fc
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fri time, before the inflammation has gone too great a length; we
find, that', in eight buboes out often, the poifon is thereby either-
deft royed, or at leaft fo changed in its nature, that it is now no-

more capable of irritating the gland any further ; nordo we ob

ferve, thet the virus thus changed, and then abforbed along.
with the mercury, does ever afterwards produce any venereaf

Cymptoms-in the mafs»-

But let us even fuppofe that the mercury has not deffroyed the.

poifon lodged in the gland, but has driven it into the blood, as
thofe patients commonly believe.. What will be the confe

quence ? The fame, undoubtedly,, as when a vidorious herodif-

lodges and chafes a flying enemy before him. The very fame.

ecmedy which drove the poifon from the gland' into the mafs,,
will purfue it there alfo ; and either expel it altogether, orr
render it, one way or other, inoffenfive to the body..
To elucidate this matter ftill further, I muft anfwer a queftion

which I have htard frequently propofed, viz. Why does the me

thod of rubbing mercury into the extremity not always fucceed'

in difcufling the bubo in every Stage of the diforder ? For the fo

lution of this queftion, we muft again have recourfe to anatomy;.
From this we know, that there aie two feries of lymphatic:
glands in the groin, called the upper and Tower inguinal glands..
In moft people there is a communication between thefe two or

ders of glands :■ in this cafe, the lymphatic veffels of the inferior
glands communicate with the fuperiorones,whence again others

arife which take their courfe through the abdomen into the

thoracic dud.. But in other perfons there is. no fuch communi*-

cation ;the lymphatic veffels of the inferior inguinal glands pro
ceed directly to the abdomen* without inofculatingwith the fu

perior one*. Now, the venereal virus being abforbed by the

lymphatics of the genitals, is generally carried to the fuperior
inguinal glands* where it produces- the bubo. Whenever there

fore the inferior inguinal glands have the above mentioned com*

inunication with the Superior oaes, the mercury rubbed into the
infide of the thigh or leg will be abforbed, carried to the infe

rior, and from thence to the fuperior inguinal glands, where it
will produce the defired effed. But, on the other hand, where-
no communication of this kind takes place, the mercury is car
ried from the extremity to the inferior inguinal glands, and from
rhence to the abdomen, without ever reaching the affeded glanoV
on which of confequence itcan produce no effed*..

■

__

But

* Tht lame mi.i ukiytc tipper where the inflammation of the bubo k

joneroo far, 01 where a fchirrhofiry is Formed in the gland. Mercury in thefe
cafes can have lirtle or no .iccefs totheglandj or though it cenld, would yet
fee vstv lucre ablt to- cbangc the. tuwi? which the difcaf • bw hot aSJumfcd*
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But let us- even go further, and fuppofe, that the method of

treatment juft recommended has notbeen followed ; but that, in

flead of it, the irritating matter has been blunted, and the ab

forption of the poifon from the gland effeded by other fedative
or difcutieut applications. Wh3t will be the confequence? I

anfwer, infteadofa bubo, the patientwillbe affeded with a dif

eafe of the whole fyftem ;, which, if recent, may be certainly
and radically cured in a tew weeks time, without an>b ad con

fluences- remaining ; wherea3^the complaint with which he was-

affeded before, is fometimes*very dangerous, at other times ex»-

tremely obftinate, and always of a'very tedious nature. Befides,
CVJn when the fuppuration is of*the belt kind, which, how
ever, is far from being always the cafe, the poifon, before or
after the abfeefs is formed, inftead of being entirely evacuated,
h if not conftantly, at leaft' very frequently^ abforbed into the

fyftem. Thus the diforder which the patientfo much dreaded is

really produced ; for the cure of which he will'at Iaft beobliged'
to have recourfe to msreury, the remedy he was formerly fo-
much afraid of.

Let us now proceed to the method of cure*.

Method of Cure,

From the obfervations laid down, it appears, that every un

prejudiced praditioner, in any cafe of an idiopathic bubo, fhould

always attempt to difcufs it as foon as poflible, by any method

whatever, provided the inflammation has not rifen to too great
an height, or figns of fuppuration have already made their appear
ance. The moft effedual method of difcuffing tumours of this

kind, is, as I have already mentioned, by mercurial fridions ap
plied to the infide of the thigh or leg of the affeded fide if

the bubo happens to be inguinal, or to the arm if the bubo be

under the arm-pit. Occafionally alfo, in theiormer cafe, fric
tions may be ufed to the perimum orfcrotum. But as the fuc-

cefs of thefe fridions is limited to a few days, they ought to be

made not only with due care and attention, bur, if circumftan

ces permit, be repeated twice a-day. Venefaction or a purge

will, occasionally, likewife contribute greatly to the intended

effed.

To tftfr gland itfelf T never apply any thing but a mercurial

plafter ; and from this Iexped nothing towards the accomplish
ment of the cure, but make ufe of it orjfy to keep the patient'smind

eafy. Of late a poultice made of the root of Atropa mandrage-
ra has been much recommended for the refolution ofa bubo ; and

by others a poultice made of the root ofDaphnemezereum. They
certaiufy both d'eferve to be tried, either alone, efpecially where
the fridions feem to have no efJtd, or along with the fridions.
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In obftinate cafes alfo, I would advife the application of dry
cupping glall-s to the fwelled gland, which has been attended-

with fuccefs at Edinburgh. Repeated vomits, with cold appli
cations to the part affeded, have been likewife recommended as.

ufeful for the difcuflion of a bubo; but I have never had occa-

fion to try either of thefe remedies ; nor indeed the hemlock,

which hasbeen praifed for this purpofe both as internally and,

externally exhibited^

During the whole time that a refolution of the bubo is at

tempted, the patient ought to abftain from exercife, and con

fine himfelf to a very low diet ; as a contrary regimen might.

greatly tend to increafe the inflammation.. With regard to mer

curial fridions on the gland itfelf, I have already given ray rea-

fons for difapproving of them. Indeed moft of the idiopathic
buboes which I have had occafion to fee treated either in this

way or by any other irritating remedies,, have inflamed and fup«

purated, though the application was made with a view to pre

vent that dilagreeable circumftance ; and there are now but ve-.

ryfew praditioners, let their knowledgebe ever fo little
of the

recent difcoveries concerning the lymphatic fyftem, that would

truft to fuch an application for producing a. difcuflion.

When I fay that an irritation of the gland itfelfwill rather be

followed by an inflammation and fuppuration than a refolution,

I purpofely mention an idiopathic venereal bubo ; for fympathe-
tic buboes may certainly difappear after the ufe of mercurial fric^-.

tions applied upon the gland itfelf, as I have frequently, obfer

ved. We ought not,\however, even in this cafe, to afcfibe their,

refolution to the mercurial fridions, poultices, &c. which have

been applied ; but to the fimple operation of nature; becaufe

fympathetic buboes will always go off by themfelves without

any application whatever. For their removal, as I have alrea

dy obferved, nothing more is requifite than to abate or remove

the ftimulus from the mouths of the lymphatics. This fad, i*

fufficienr^ I think to convince us of the importance of diftin-

guifhing in pradice the idiopathic buboes, or fuch as owe their

origin to the venereal virus abforbed from fhancres of the geni
tals or extremities, from fympathetic ones, arifing from the mere

irritation of the lymphatic veiTels, and generally accompanying

Ample gonorrhceas, fwelled tefticles, 8cc. without the appear*

ance of any venereal ulcer.

Thus far with regard to the treatment of venereal bjiboes by
refolution. I now come to treat of 'thofe that are either too

far gone to admit of refolution, or that refift it on any other ac

count.

That a bubowill not adroit of refolution, we know by the

tumour continuing to increafe in Size, and becoming red and

painful after the proper application of the mercurial fridions or

©thex



ON V E ft E R £ X & 8 U fc 0 E S, *t
#

'

other refolvertts had been made ufe of for four or five days. As
foon as we obferve, thus, all our attempts to procure a refolu
tion fruftrated, we are now to employ aH means to bring on as

mild and fpeedy a fuppuration as poflible. Here, however, we
meet with three kinds of buboes effentially different from one

another, each of which requires a treatment peculiar to itfelf
nay, diametrically oppofite to that of the other. This diftindioa
is fomaterial, that the treatment which will bring the one kind
to a mild fuppuration, if applied to the other, may occafion ve

ry dangerous fymptoms, and even prove fatal.
In the firft, ail the fymptoms of inflammation run very high,

-

fometimes even to mortification ; in the feeond, the fame fymp
toms to arife from too gr<?at an irritabiliiy, of the body ; where

as, in the third, the moft irritating medicines are hardly able to

raifethe inflammation to fuch a pitch as is neceffary for bring
ing on a fuppuration. In the former, it is neceffary to moderate
the inflammatory diathefis : in the latter, to excite and augment
it. When the patient, therefore, is otherwife of a healthy,
Strong, and vigorous conftitution ; the inflammation high ; the

pain fevere, and accompanied with an inflammatory fever ;

bleeding, fometimes even repeated, as circumftances require, may
be neceffary. Leeches, however, or, in want of them, fcarifi-
cation of the part affeded, are often preferable to general bleed*

ings. In other refpeds, low diet, cooling drink, an antiphlo
gistic purgative, the warm bath, and an emollient poultice ap

plied conftantly warm to the gland, and changed when itgrows
cool, are to be infiftedupon in thefe kinds of buboes.

In the fecond kind, the fymptoms of inflammation feem to run

very high, merely from too great an irritability. But this may
be eafily distinguished from the other, by the weaker, fmoother,
and more frequent pulfe ; as alfo by the conftitution of the pa
tient. In fuch circumftances, general evacuations, inftead of

being of fervice, I obferved in general to be really prejudicial*
the patient, on-the contrary, ought to be allowed a fuller diet ;

opium ought to be given every night or every other night, the
Peruvian bark through the day ,and to the external eroolient ap»

plications we here properly join fome fedative. In a cafe of

this kind probably it was, that Mr. Brambilla faw a young man

to whom a bubo proved fatal by becoming gangrenous, after, a
courfe of calomel along with a Strong decodion of the woods

was administered to him. I muft make upon this occafion a ge
neral remark, that mercury ought never to be given either inter

nally or externally, unlefs for fome very particular reafon, dur

ing the inflammatory ftate of a bubo, or any other venereal com

plaint. During that ftate, I ha.ve never feen any good, but of
ten very bad efteds refulting from it, and more efpecially when

iubM into the inflamed gland.
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The third k'nd of buboes, efTentially different from "the Uvo

^form-T, we meet not unfrequently in patients of relaxed, debi

litated, or ofacaehedic or fcorbutic habitofbody. When this

is the cafe, the tumour of ths gland, though it Seems red aad

inflamed, will rife very little and Slowly ; the patient feels but

little ppii ; no fever attend* ; or, if any, is is rather of the low

$<md, and the pulfe is weak, with fome depre (Hon of fpirits.---
In fuch cafes, (that of fca fcu-rvy excepted} mercury will fome

times be ufeful and neceffary, but evacuations of any kind are

hurtful,; a full diet with wine will be proper ; and an infuSTon

of bark in wine or fome other Strengthening and aromatic me

dicines, together with local applications of more or lefsJtdive

itimulants, will be proper.
If fymptoms of the fea fcu-rvy prsvail, mercury ought never to

be made ufe of; the patient may, befides the ufe of wine and

Peruvian bark,&c. eat oranges and other ripe fruit, or make ufe of
nhe juice of antifcorbutic herbs, and take moderate exercife, -in

a free open air every day.
If by thefe means, or any other method, the bubo is at Iaft

brought to fuppuration, m«ft writers advife the artificial open

ing of the ahfeefs ; but I cfcoofe rather to leave this to nature.

fnm experience I have found, that nature, left toherfelf, fcarce

f;/*r fails to make an opening in due time ; whereas, artificial

openings are often made before nature defires it, to wit, before

thi abfcefs is fully formed and ripe. I have befides obferved

aiiotheradvanra^e j viz. that the abfcefs opened by nature gene

rally heals much eafier ; whereas, that opened by an incifion, or

the application of a cauftic, I have feen fometimes followed by
difagreeabJe confequences, not only making the cure more tedi

ous and troublefome, but leaving a large cicatrix behind ; which

Iaft we ought always to make an effential point carefully to

avoid, efpecially in women, for reafons fufficiently obvious. In
this we Shall generally fucceed, if the operation is left to nature.

The abfcefs then, does generally not open, till there is a thorough
fupputation of the gland ; and the cicatrix is in a Short time af

ter, for the moft part, either fcarcely vifible, or entirely difap-
pears.
There are, however, fome particular cafes in which it_may

be proper to aflift nature, either by making a dilatation of the

opening, or making an artificial incifion altogether. Where we

meet with buboes, which, notwithstanding the metfis above-

mentioned, remain inflamed and hard, without either coming
to a refolution or fuppuration, befides other remedies a fmall

bit of the lapis infernalis or common cauftic, about the fizeof a

pea, may be advantageoufly applied to the middle of the bubo,
for about two, or at moft three hours, the efchar afterwards

annoiiued with a little of the unguentum cceruleurn fortius, and
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khe whdecovered with a warm emollient poultice. This me

thod, firft propofed by Mr. Plenck, I have feen feveral times fol
lowedwith fuccefs.

Here I muft add, thati in feveral inftances, I have 6bferved the
common method of applying a large cauftic on the bubo for ten
or twelve hours, in order to bring it to fuppuration, attended
With very bad confequences. The event, in two cafes, was a
mortification, and in others a vety large ichorous $nd bad ulcer,
Which in one inftance appeared really to grow cancerous, and at
Iaft proved fatal to the patient : this, I have never feen happei
from the application of the fmall cauftic above mentioned.
In other cafes, inftead of the cauftic, we may fometimes ex-

ped the fame effed from an application 'of the CmplalTrum co'm^

munecum gummi ; or from a poultice made of onions fimply
iroafted, or bdiled in oil. A fuppurative liniment has alfo been

recommended, made of equal parts of the ungucntu'm de arthani-

ta, the unguentum mercuriale, and the brliifed mandragora root,
mixed with a fufftcient quantity of honey ; but i never had an

opportunity of trying it.
When the abfcefs has been opened either by 'natu're or art, we

are generally advifed to adminifter mercury internally and exter-

hally, and thus treat the ulcer as a venereal one. This practice
is generally undoubtedly very good ; but in fome cafes mercurial

ifridions, Or mercury given inttrnally, will prove hurtful; nay
Often give rife to very dangerous fymptoms.
No general method, therefore, can be laid dewn for the treat

ment of an exulceratedbubo5 butthe praditioner muftbe direc-

iedby the nature of the difeafe, and the conftitution of the pati
ent, as mentioned above, where I fpoke of the inflammatory State

Of the buboes. If the patient be vigorous, Without Fever, the

pufs of a godd confiftehce and mild nature, 'ho external applica
tion to the fore feems neceffary ; but a continuation of the fame

poultice which brought on the fuppuration, will certainly for
ward the cure more than any thing eife. If the abfcefs afTumc?

the nature of a Venereal ulcer, melcurial injeciions may be joined
to the internal ufe of that mineral.

But there are other cafes of ulcerated buboes, which have hi
therto either been internally overlooked, or not properly attend
ed to. Sometimes the abfcefs, inftead of healing, either remains.
Under the continued ufa of mercury, in the fame flare for rranv

weeks, or affumes a relaxed and flabby appearance; the dif

charge is copious, thin, and ichorous, at the fame time, that

the health of the patient, fnftead of grcwing better, gradually
grows worfe and worfe. In thefe circumftances, a quit j differ
ent treatment will be neceffary. If the mercury before admi

nistered, has produced fome fenfibk* effl-ds of its having been ab

forbed.

K
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forbed into the mafs, we Should not obstinately afcribe the pre
fent fymptoms to the inefficacy of the mercurial preparation wc

have made ufe of, and confequently have recourfe to another.

We ought rather to take the hint given by nature, and not per-
fift longer in the ufe of a remedy, from which we find no good
effed. Mercury is a poifon for thofe patients: they require a

full diet, wine, aa infufion of thebark in wine, with a free ufe

of the country air, and gentle exercife. For the ulcer, an

injedion of the aqua vicriolica campharata, or, according to

circumftances, -a fomentation with the Feruvian bark repeated
twice or three times a-day, is the neceffary application ; the

fore fhould 'rx covered with fine lint or apiece of foft fponge,
that th^ matter may be freely difchargcd. The dreffings may
be kept on by a piece of adhefive plafter fpread on linen. To

prevent excoriations of the thigh from the acrid difcharge of fuch

ulcers, the application of a little white cerate to the furrounding
part will be fufticient.

The following cafe will ferve as an illuftration ofwhat I have

juft now afferted. An ulcerated bubo was, according to the

common courfe of pradice, treated as a venereal one, by the in

ternal and external ufe of mercury. The patient was by this

method, after eight weeks time, fomuch reduced, and the ulcer

had fo bad an appearance, that it was thought proper to have

the advice of anothar perfon ; when I was confulted. I found,

upon examination, the flabby relaxed atonic appearar-ce'of the

ulcer. I told the phyfician and furgeon, who hitherto had

treated the patient, that I thought the continuation ofmercury
improper ; that the internal and external ufe of ftrengthening
medicines, and a full diet, with wine, were the only remedies.

They both were of opinion, thar my advice was an unreafon-

ahle one ; and that the ufe of mercury was to be continued, on

ly in a different preparation. However, after a good deal of con-

verfarion, I prevailed on them to try only for eight or ten days
what I had propofed ; and the patient finding the courfe agreed
with him, he continued the fame for about fix weeks, when he

was perfedly recovered.

A fimilar cafe occurred fome time ago to a friend of mine in

London, who gave the fame advice to a patient that had been

treated before for along time in the like manner, and the pati
ent found the fame benefit of it. A remarkable circumftance I

muft take notice of, which happened with this latter patient :

under the courfe of mercurials he fweated every night a great
deal ; he put on every morning a clean Shirt, made of new li

nen ; all thefe Shirts, about a dozen in number, after having
been once or twice wafh.-d with other linen in the common man

ner, grew fo tender thar thev feemed to be quite rotten.

If, alter a fuppuration has taksn place, and the abfcefs has

beea
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bsen opened, part of the gland (hould ftill remain fwelled and

hard, repeated purges, with the continued ufe of the above-
mentioned remedies, willeffedually remove that diforder.

The finufes or fiftulas which are fometimes apt to ariTe after
fuch ulcers, are for the moft part eafily prevented, as well by-
proper injedions, as by a fuitablj pofture of the patient wherr

in bed, and by a gentle, but careful preffure, fqueezing out the

matter all round, every morning and evening.
If fiftulas or finufes have been formed from an ulcerated bubo/

and refufe to yield to the above mentioned injedions, the knife

muft be employed : however, they feldom or never occur, if the

furgeon be attentive to the pofture of the patient, dilate the

opening in time if neceffary, and the patient complies exadly
with his diredions.

Hemlock^ both internally and externally applied, has been,

Strongly recommended for cancerous as well as fchirrhous bubot.:<

but I never faw it effed a radical cure where there was a real

cancer ; though there is nothing to hinder its being tried : but

in fuch cafes, the only method, that I know for avoiding death,"
or at leaft a moft miferable life, is the total txcifion of the can

cerous gland, if pradicable, and that not too long deferred.

Having thus finifhed the treatment of topical venereal com

plaints, I now proceed to thole arifing from an univerfal infec--

tion, or, as it is commonly called, a confirmed pox*

CHAP. XL

On the Syphilis, or Venereal Difeafe in particulur,"

HAVING premifed fome neceffary obfervations concerning
venereal infedion, the natmre of the virus and the differ

ent appearances of fyphilitic complaints in geneial, in the be

ginning of this treatife, I now enter into the confideration of the

nature, fymptoms, and cure of the fyphilisor venereal difeafe,

commonly called confirmed lues ox pox$ in particular.
Theeffeds or fymptoms which the. venereal virus is apt ro

produce when abforbed into the mafs, are- fhortly as follow :

i. In the eyes : 1 he moft violent of all inflammations, with a

difcharge of puriform matter f (from a repelled gonorrhoea), end

ing generally in perfed blindnefs ; or --an -ophthalmy qf amors

chronic kind, from the venereal vims depofited from the mafs,

affeding the eye itfelf, or the eye lids ; and fometimes alfo the

fiftula lychrymalis.
2. In thenars : Deafnefs, with.or without a puriform di?-

charge^ .
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charge, (from a repelled gonorrhoea), or from the venereal- yirua,
affiding the ear, or th,e orifice of the Eustachian tube in thefau-.
ces.

3. In the npfe :■ Ulcers in the noftrils ; an ulceration of the.

mucous membrane of the nofe, with a caries of the bones, and
a difcharge of fetid ichor, known by the name of ozoena.

4. In the mouth and throat: Ulcers, caries of the offa palati-
naor antrum maxillare, erofion of the velum, 8cc. fore throat, co-.
ryza, paraphonia.
5. In orabouf the genital parts, it will either produce, orr

what indeed is more frequently the cafe, it will prove, a. per

petual fomes ofexcoriations, ulcers, fillulas, gleets, warts, con

dylomata, polypi. Whether the gonorrhoea, fwelled tefticles, orr
buboes, ever arife from the poifon being depofited there from,
the mafs, is with me, for want of authenticated fads, Still a,
matter of doubt, as I mentioned above.

6. In the skin : Copper-coloured fpots, tetters, fcabs, efpecK
ally on the margin of the fcalp, or in the beard ; a fc&ld head,
or tinea; and when the difeafe is very inveterate, It fometimes,

though feldom, produces a kind of leprofy oyer the whole fur

face of the body ; a corruption of the nails, and ulcers cf the.

moft malignant kind, ia different parts of the body.
7. In th,e bones : Either the moft painful and excruciating.

fwellings, commonly, called tophi exojiofes, &c. efpecially trou
blefome at night when the patient grows, warm in bed ; or an

ulceration, in their external, or a corruption of their internal

fubftance, difeafes known by the name of caries and fpina vento-

fa. The bones moft liable .to be affeded by this difeafe, arc.

thofe which are not covered with mufcles, as the tibia, the ra

dius, the elbow, the proceffus coracoideus, the fternum, the os^

fronds, and other bones of the head, &c.
8. Somstimes the venereal poifon will produce effeds, the na

ture o£ which is, fo concealed, that they feem rather owing to,

fome other -caufe. Such are pains in feveral parts of the body
refembling thofe of the rheumatifm ; pains in the articulations

refembling the gout ; white fwelling ; nervous or hedic fevers;
confumptions of the kings, or fimple emaciation without any ap«r

pt^ent vice in any vifcus of the body. Thefe fymptomv.
have by phyficians obtained the name of morbi venerei larvati.

9. Sometimes the lues is really combined with other disorders,
fuch as thefea-fcurvy, intermittent fevers, confumptions, &c.

Thefe are called morbi venerei complicati, and deferve the ut-

moft attention of the praditioner ; becaufe the fuccefs of the

cure will often in a great meafure depend on the accurate

knowledge and diftindion of thefe complaints.
The fpecific remedy now generally applied for all kinds of

venereal disorders, is mercury in its different preparations
Though,
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Though there are perhaps remedies of the vegetable kingdom,
equally powerful as mercury to cure the venereal difeafe in all:
its ftages, they being either unknown or difficult to begot, are
neglected. Mercury is made ufe of, not only on account of its

fpecific power againft this diforder, but becaufe it is a remedy
which is cheap, eafily to be got, and quick and certain in its.

effeds ; in the fame manner, though we can cure agues by other
remedies, we employ now-a-days feldom any thing elfe but the
Peruvian bark.

Several hypothefes have been advanced in order to explain the

manner inwhich mercury produces thofe powerful effects. None
of them are founded on real fads ; all of them are therefore little

fatisfadory. Some fay mercury acts by its metallic weight,
others by itsaftringent quality, others by its power of promot

ing all kinds of excretions, and fo on,L If thofe writers had on

ly confidered, that fometimes two or three grains of mercury

brought into the mafs, make the meft violent venereal fymp
toms difappear, I think they would have never had recourfe to

fuch an explication. Perhaps, if there was an opinion to be

advanced about this matter, chemiftry coyld afford us a more

reafonableand fatisfadory theory, by fuppofing :hat mercury has

a peculiar attradive power, or what is commonly called a che

mical affinity, to the venereal poifon, by means of which,
wherever it meets with that poifon, it readily uutes, and forms

a kind of compound with it, which now has no longer any of

the qualities which either of the fubftanccs had before the union;
and therefore the effed produced by the poifon muft, in themo-r

ment that union takes place, unavoidably ceafe, and the patient
find himfelf either relieved, or, if the poifon has been faturatcd
with a fufficient quantity of mercury, be radically cured,, By
this theory we would perhaps be more able not only, to account

for a few grains ofmercury relieving fometimes the moft excruci

ating venereal pains of the bones, but alfo why mercury taken

i^iternajly removes venereal ulcers, without any external appli-*
cation, &c. It would further feem probable from thefe effe&st
that mercury has a greater chemical attradion to the venereal

poifon, than it has to any acid ; and that, given in any of its fa-

line preparations, wherever it meets with that poifon, it leaves

immediately the acid with which it was combined, and unites

with the poifon. I could fupport this opinion, perhaps, if I

added, that mercury cures the venereal difeafe the eafier and

STooner the more minutely it is divided ; that, in order to pro
duce the defired effed, it is ahvays neceffary that it be abforbed

into the mafs ; but that it never cures the venereal complaints
though abforbed into the mafs, if not carried in fufticieht quan

tity to the place or part affeded. In this manner we could per

haps eafier explain why it often cures the venereal diforderwith-
^

out
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out anyfenfible increafe ofanyof the different fecretions or ex

cretions of the body ; and why, if it produces purging, immo

derate fweating, or falivation, it very often leaves the venereal

difeafe uncured behind. But though we could thus refolve all

thefe different queftions ia a more fatisfadory manner, 1 mult

confefs that this theory is as little as the former founded on any
real fad, but on mere conjedures ; and therefore, as long as it

remains in this ftate, it is equally ufelefs as all other hypothefes
in thepradiceof phyfic, where it may be fufficient for us to

know the fpecific remedy to cure the diforder, without being:
acquainted how it produces its effeds, though fuch a knowledge}
could it be attained, would lead undoubtedly to great improve-*

-

ments in curing thofe complaints*..

Method* of Cure..

If the patient be flrong enough to bear the immediate ufe off

mercury, I begin generally by giving him a purgative ; and the

r.ext day I let him bathe in a warm bath, made of a decodion of

bran, or of fimple foft water. In this bath, the warmth of

which fhould be determined by the agreeable feeling of the pati
ent, he ought to fit for half an hour or an hour's" time; during
the latter end of which time, he may be rubbed gently all over

withaficfh brufh, or a piece of flannel. Coming out of the

bath he may take a glafs of good wine, if his circumftances will
admit it, and then go to bed. By thefe jneans the skin will be

well cleanfed, and be better fitted for tranfmitting the perfpira-
-

tiom. If he is plethoric, or accuftomed to bleeding, venefedion

may be proper and ufeful, previous to his beginning the ufe of'

mercury.
With regard to the feveral mercurial preparations, I Shall fpeak :

hereafter. We Should only be careful and attentive to obferve

whether the mercurial courfe agrees, at firft, with the patient ;

and if it does not agree, without hefitation change it^ Thofe

paiients who will not b2ar fridions, bear fometimes very readily
the inter lal ufe of crude mercury or its faline preparations, and
vice verfa. Others whowill not bear mercury internally, will
bear the fridions, or fometimes will not bear one mercurial pre
paration, while they bear another. Some will bear them more

eafily in pills, others in powder, or diffolved in Some liquid. To
thofe whofe conftitution,circumftances or choice are againft mer
curial fridions, we-may give Plenck's folution of mercury in

gum arabic, made into pills : they agree with moft Stomachs,
even

* Thole or my icadets who wish to be moie fully inlhu&id about the ope
ration an J ufe ofmercwr, Imuft refer to Dr. Duncan's Obfeivationt on the;
fybjeft, published at Edinburgh,
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«f-tn fuch as fometimes car? bedr no other mercurial preparation ;

■or, according to circumftances, crude mercury fubdued with

'conferve of rofes, or-confeiva eardiaca, calomel prepared ac

cording to Mr. Schede^s diredion,aud the hydragyrum nitratum

cinereum, or pulvis mercurii cintreus of the new Edinburgh
Pharmacopoeia, are the mildeft and perhaps moft fui fable prepaia-
tionsfor thofe Stomachs which are not able to bear any other fa-

line mercurial preparation. Mercury rubbed down with fugar-
candy, or calcined mercury mixed with opium, may fometimes,

according to circumftances, be very advantageous , but, as I

have mentioned before, great judgment and attention are re

quired in adminiftering thofe medicines, as well as with regard
■to diet, bathiag, &c. which it is impoflible to enter into a mi

nute detail of any particular circumftance. The following rule?,

-however, befides-thofe to be mentioned below undei; the head of

Mercurial Preparations, may ferve as general ones.
The patient whom we undertake to cure of the lues, muft

have fufficient Strength to bear the ufe of mercury ; and neither

be affeded with any nervous, putrid, hedic, or inflammatory
•fever, nor with fea-fcurvy, or cancerous complaints, or gan

grenous ulcers. In all thefe cafes, I have conftantly obferved

mercury «ot only prove hurtful, but in fome inftances, where

its ufe was infifted upon, even fatal to the patient. Thofe dis

orders, if poflible, Should therefore be previoufly removed; or

<if the venereal fymptoms prevail fo much, that they make the

immediate ufe of mercury indifpenfably neceffary, proper roedU>

cines ought to be conjoined with mercury.

For reftoring a proper degree of Strength and vigour, an health

ful country air is one cf the firft requifites ; then affes or cows

•milk as it comes from the animal ; or, what in fome inftances I

-have found far better for patients in eafy circumftances, a flrong
healthy country wet-nurfe, whom the patient may fuck him-

felf ; or if he finds this difagreeabk-, (or too dangerous), the

breaft of the woman may be drawn with a proper instrument, and

the patient fhoulddrink the milk immediately : this milk is the

greateft ftrengthener I know of, for debilitated patients. His

diet may oth?rwife confilt of light puddings ; tender meat of mid

dle-aged animals of all kinds, not too far, efpecially roafted ; and

at dinner, if h<_- likes good ftrong beer (or porter), he may chink

it ; othervvife a few glaffes of good and genuine Spanifh Hun

garian wine will be ufeful. Moderate excrcife of any kind, and

•occafionally fridions of the whole body, will greatly aflift rhj

above regimen. As for medicines, he fhould in general take

none; or, if' their ufe Should be absolutely neeeffary, cr if the

patient defires any, fmall dofs oj"ih<? bcil Peruvian baik, fi-ely

powdered in fubflance, or mixed with genuine old hock, 1 havi

found excellent. If the patieat be very low, a uc ;t ;re made of
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iron diffblved in vitriolic aether, I have found fuperior to any
othei medicine. The cold bath will be fometimes ufeful, but at

other times very improper. This, with cheerful company, and

avoiding venery or nodurnal pollutions, will greatly contribute

to recover the ftrength neceffary for enabling the patient to bear
the ufe of mercury. I mall, however, make one remark more

here, which, as far as I know, has not bean taken notice of by
any former Writer on thisfubjed, that weaknefs, low-fpirited-j-
nefs, and anaphrodyfia, are fometimes the immediate effeds of

the venereal virus lurking in the body, and in that cafe I have

found mercury to be the belt ftrengthener ; I have feen people in

that ftate gain fo much ftrength in eight or ten days, from the

internal ufe of mercury, that they were moft agreeably furpri-
ftd.

•

. .

During the ufe of mercury, a mixed diet of vegetables and ani

mals, as the moft natural to mankind, is proper ; avoiding fatj
hard, indigeitiblefood. Acids will fometimes caufe a griping or

purging, under a courfe of mercury : where that happens, they
Should be avoided. At table, the moderate ufe of wine cannot

be hurtful. As to porter, or any other kind of beer, it does not

agree with all ftomachs under a mercurial courfe ; where it doesj
I fee no reafon why it may not be moderately indulged; and I

never faw in thofe circumftances any harm from it. B«t what I

principally infift upon, is, that the patient fhould go early to

bed : indulging fleep is rather ferviceable during a mercurial

courfe. Moderate exercife on foot, i« a chaife, or on horfeback,
if the air be warm and dry, I found always more ufeful, thari

to confine him to his room. But if the weather be moift or very

cold, it will be fafir to ftay at home. Night air is particularly

dangerous ; for it is in general cold and damp, and Should be

therefore, by every patient under a mercurial courfe, moft care

fully avoided. I have known feveral inftances, where venereal

patients, during the ufe ofmercury, through Inattention to this

point, have ruined their health and constitution for many yearsj
or even for life. Where the patient's bufinefs or circumftances

of life abfolutely oblige him to go out in very cold or damp
weather, ha fhould never do it without being warm cloathed,
and wearing a flannel or callico Waiftcoat under his Shirt, and a

pair of good warm woollen Stockings.
Thus we proceed with the ufe of mercury, if no peculiar

fymptoms preveht it .- let the patient bathe once or twice a-week
in a Warm bath, if his conftitution is ftrong enough ; weak and

relaxed habits will not admit of this. But whenever he per
ceives a naufeous taftt in the mouth like copper, ftinking breath,

Twelling of the gums, the teeth feeling as if they were fet on

edge, a larger fecretion of faliva or fpitting than common, mer

cury fhould be immediately left off for fome day*> » warm bath
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"and fridions with the fleSh-bruth to be tiled, a gentle phyfic to

betaken and occafionally repeated, and cold moift air in thofe

circumftances to be molt carefully avoided. If under the ufe of

mercury fymptoms of a general irritation appear, ic ought to be

i eft off for fome days, and a dofe of opium to be given in irs

Stead : but if fymptoms of an inflammatory diathefis prevail,
bleeding will be previoufly neceffary. Thus we continue with

the ufe of mercury, as I faid above-, till the virus is wholly era

dicated, which will be in twenty-five or thirty days, if the

difeafe has not been of long Standing, and the fymptoms have

not been Very fevere ; but if the difeafe be inveterate, and the

skin or b6nes feverely affeded, ten or twelve weeks will be

iometimes neceffary to produce acompleat and radical cure.

To know whether the lues is radically cured, is a nice poirt
Of pradical judgment ; and if I fay, that, from a careleffnefs on

the part of the patient, or from want of knowledge on the pan.
of the praditioner, with regard*to this point, a great many pa
tients ire unhappy, and fufferers, I advance nothing but what

we fee daily confirmed. If we were in poffeflion of a remedy,

which, having the poWer of rendering the leaft particle of the

venereal virus concealed in thebody adi've, and thus enable us to

difcover it's prefence, like as the loadftone difcovers the prefence
of iron, there would be nothing neceffary, but toadminifter that

remedy the moment we think the patient had taken mercury

enough. I have made fome experiments on this fubjed ; ana I

have great reafon to believe, that the conclufion drawn from

them will be fatisfadory i but as I have not yet a fufficie t num

ber of authenticated fads to form fuch a conclufion, it would be

premature in me now to fay more on this fubjed*.
As foon as the mercury affeds the mouth of the patient, we

are fure of the moft effential point, viz. of its having entered the

mafs, which is abfolutely neceffary for eradicating the poifon
lodged there. The difappearing of internal venereal fymptoms^
and more fo that of the external ones is another, not unequivocal
Sign, that the mercury has exerted its adion upon the venereal

virus. If venereal ulcers which arofe from an infeded mafs be

gin to mend or heal, if pains or tbphufes of the bones begin td

difappear, &c. under the ufe of mercury, weare fure of its i av-

ing removed the effects of the venereal poifon ; but we are not

yet fure of its having eradicated entirely every particle of iha'J

poifon prefent in thebody. For this purpofe, we ought tr tV ^

'

tinue the fame ufe of mercury for a fortnight or three w*>" „r"
ter all the venereal fymptoms have entirely difapf>'4rc(j'' "2
then we may be generally pretty confident 'hat our V"atjfc,nt ]s
dically cured of the diforder. 1 have obfi^ve<j -ln r-^

Z

patients who bore the internal ufe of mercurv
extremely well 'as

long as the difeafe took place j whereas, on the moment rfc* poi-
fe

fori
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fon was eradicated, theybegan to naufeate it, which proved to-

be the Standard of their being radically cured.

But we muft carefully remark, that though the venereal poi
fon had be?n perfectly eradicated from the mafs, and therefore

the venereal difeafe been radically cured, there occur marly in

stances in pradice, where exoftofes, knots, or fwellings of the

bones, owing their origin to the venereal poifon continue, how

ever, all the life through, without any bad confequences ; a

caries of the bones will often remain, tillnature herfelf or aflift-

ed by art has made the exfoliation. Venereal excrefcences re

maining after a mercurial courfe are to be looked upon as local

complaints, and to be removed by local remedies. It has been a

general obfervation, and I have feen it confirmed ia feveral in

ftances, that the venereal difeafe yields eafier to a good treatment

in warm and dry climates and feafons, than in cold and damp
ones. This is the real reafon that has rendered Montpelier fo fa

mous for curing the moft obftinate and confirmed lues. This is

likewife the reafon that people, who are not cured of venereal

complaints at Peterfburgh, ofStockholm, &C. are fometimes cu

red when they goto Italy or Portugal ; and for the fame reafon,

they can bear fometimes mercury there without
the leaft incon

venience, till they are perfectly cured, when they could fcarcely
bear a few grains of it in cold or wet countries, without falling
into an immediate falivation. 1 have feen feveral Striking in

stances of this kind. This does not arife from peculiar balfamic

particles in the air of the fouth of France, Italy, or Portugal;
nor from any particular or fuperior skill of the phyficians at

Montpelier, above thofe ofLondon, Stockholm, &c. as the pa

tients often wrongly fuppofe ; but merely becaufe the atmof*

phere is dry aid warm, and fometimes becaufe the formerly ne-

gledful patient becomes now more careful, and pays more exad

attention to the adviceof his phyfician and furgeon. A skilful

phyfician, however, will be able to put his patient, in any

country whatfoever, in a fituation which he finds neceffary for

curing this complaint, by putting him for fome weeks or months

in an artificial climate as adequate and effedual for him as the na

tural warm climate of Montpelier, Naples, or Lifbon.—One

other circumftance to be attended to is, that patients under a

mercurial courfe fhould be told of the effeds ofmercury on gold ;

fuch as rings, lace, watches, &c. By not attending to this par

ticular, difagreeable difcoveries may fometimes be made, which

female patients efpecially have reafon to a oid.

CHAP.;
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CHAP. XII.

On MERCURrAL Preparations in general.

BEFORE
I enter into theconfiderationof the different mercu-

.
rial preparations the reader will perhaps be pleafed to fee a

fynoptical view of all thofe- preparations and compounds of

mercury hitherto invented. I therefore fubjoin the following ta

ble:

TABLE of all the different Mercurial Prepara
tions and Compofitions hitherto known*

k

fy Preparation ivherz the Mercury is fimply purified*
*

Hydrargyrum purificatum.

Mercurius crudus pinrificatus afficinarum.
Argentum vivum purificatum. Pharm. Londorn.

Angles* Quickfilver, crude purirT«d mercury ;r Germanis3
heines queckfilber ; Gallis, Mercure pure.

II. Preparations in which the Mercury is only divided.

i. By gums ormucilages; fuch as gum arabic, tragacanth, &e* _.

*

Hydrargyrum gummofum.
IViercurius gumraofus of Plenck (the inventor).

COMPOSITA.
*

Philulae ex hr/drargyro gummefo:-
Pilula; ex mercurio gummofo, Plenck. Pharm. Chir.

Solutio mercurialis gummofa. Ibid.

Mixtura mercurialis. Pharm. Nofcom. Sti Gent-rii.
Potio mercurialis. Difpenfatorii Aovi Brunjiyisnfis.
Lac mercuriale. Plenck,

^Syrupus hydrargyri. Pharmac. Suec.

2, By refins or balfams ; fuch a; turpeatine, balfamum copai* .

va, &c.

Hydrargyrum terebinthinatum, ike.

Gomposita;
* Pilule ex hydrargyro terebinthi'iate.
Pilulz mercuriales. L.

Pilula; mercuriales Iaxantes. . Q;
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Pilulse mercuriales fialagog*. Pharm. Danic,

Injedio mercurialis. Pharm. Edinb. paup&rum,

3. By fuet or vegetable oils ; fuch as hog's-lard* goofe-fet^
or butter of cocoa nuts.

*

Hydrargyrum unguinofum*
L

*

Unguentum hydrargyri.
Unguentum ex hydrargyro coeruleum. E.

Unguentum mercuriale, feu unguentum Neopolitanunu
Pharmac. A uftriQco-Previncialis,

Composita.

a Unguentum cceruleum fortius. L,,

Unguentum cceruleum rnitius. L«,

Unguentum mercuriale. D»

b Caratum mercuriale. L.

g Emplaftrum mercuriale. 0,

Emplaftrum ex hydrargyro. E,

Emplaftrum ex gummi ammoiiiaco cum mercurio. L*.

Emplaftrum commune cum mercurio. L.

Emplaftrum de ranis, cum mercurio. A,

4. By calcareous earth ; fuch as chalk, chebc cancrorun, Sec.

Mercurius alkali fatus. £,

Pulvis mercurialis. G.

III. Preparations where the Mercury is calcined by heat andairi

*

Hydrargyrum calcinatum.

Mercurius calcinatus. L. S,

Mercurius prarcipitatus per fe. L>

Composita.
* Pilulae ex hydrargyro calcinato.,

Pilula? fyphiliticar. Pharm. Nofoc.Sti Thorny,
Pilula? ex mercurio calcinato. G.

Pilulsex mercurio calcinato anodyn*. G,

IV. Preparations where theMercury is partly divided and pari*
ly diffolved.

j. By fugar-candy, orfaccharinecorapofmoflS j fuch as con*

ferva rofarum, cyncSbati, &c.

*
Jaccharufn hydrargyratiitn*

JCok*
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Composita.
* Bolus ex hydrargyro faccharate*
Bolus ceeruleus. TA.

Bolus mercurialis. G.

2*. By honey.

* Mel hydrargyratum^

Composita.
Pituls ^thiopics. E.

Piluke merculialespurgantes. E, Paup,'
Pilulse Belloiti.

3. Mercury combined with fulphur, (flowers of brimflone),

*

Hydrargyrum fulphuratum.
a. By a Simple Trituration or fufion.

.* Hydrargyrumfulphuratum nigrum,
iEthiops mineralis. 0.

Composita.
Pulvis -£thiopicus« G.

b. By fublimation.
*
Hydrargyrum fulphuratum rubrumi

Cinnabaris factitia, feu artificialis. O,

Composita,

Pulvis antilyffus Sinenfis. 0.

Mercury combined with fulphur of antimony:

a. By fimple trituration.
*

Sulphur antimonii hydrargyratum nigrum,
jEthiops antimonialis. 0,

Composita.
Pilulx ^Ethiopics. E. D.

b. By fublimation.

Sulphur antimonii hydrargyratum rubrunu
Cinnabaris antimonii.

-

0.

Compos fTA.

Bolus Cinnabarinus. G.

5. Mercury combined with fulphur by precipitation."
[See forwardunder the Preparations with the Acid of

'

Vitriolic.\

y.
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y. Preparations where the Mercury is reduced to the firm of
a metalihc-fait or calx, by acids.

%. Acidoffuet. 2. Acid of common fait. 3. Acid of

fugar. 4. Acid of amber. 5. Acid of arfenic. 6.

Acid of wood-forrel. 7. Acid cf phofphorus. t. Acid

of vitriol. 9. Acid of fugar of milk. 10. Acid of

tartar. 11. Acid of citron or lemon. 12. Acid of ni

tre. 13. Acid of fluor mineral. 14. Acid of vinegar.
15. Acid of borax. 16". Acid of Berlin blue, 17.

Aerial acid.

1. Mercury combined with acid of fuet (acidum febi).

Hydrargyrum febinum.

2. Mercury combined with themuriatic acid ; or acicj of com- .

mon fait.

? a. Hydrargyrum muriatum.
C By fublimation,

r* Hydrargyrum muriatumfortius < or

d by precipitation.
Mercurius fublimatuscorrofivus. Q,
Mercurius fublimatus albus. O.

Mercurius corrofivus albus. S. L.

Mercurius corrofivas yia humida paratus. Mounct,

Composita.

Solutio fublimati fpirituofaof Van Swieten.

Solutio mercurii fublimati corrofivi. E,

Mixtura mercurialis. S.

Mercurius fublimatus folutus. G.
*
Solutio hydrargyri faliti fortioris equoja,
Pilula: e mercurio corrolivo albo. S.

L»tio fyphilitica flava, (lotio ex hydrargyro muriate•,

fortiori).
Aqua ph3gedxnica. O.

Liquormercurialis. A.

Lotio mercurialis, Th.

Solutia fublimati balfamica. Plenck.

? Liguor ad condylomata.
Aqua coftica pro condolyraatibuj. PlencJe,-

b. Calx hydrargyri mvriata ; i. e. the calx of mercury
united with fome muriatic acid.

By fublimation.*

W
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Hydrargyria: rtiurialum mitiur,

Mercurius dulci« (fublimatione paratus). 0»
Mercurius dulcis fublimatus. L.
Cjlomel feu caloraelas. L.

Aquila alba.
Panacea mercurialis.

Mercurius ckilcis lunaris. Schroeder,

Composita.

Bolus mercurialis. E. *

Bolus jalapps cum mercurio. Ibid,
Bolus rhei cum mercurio. Ibia. *".M
Pilule calomelanos. G.

Pilula? plummeri. E.

Pilule alterantes plummeri. O.

Pilula depurans. Th.

Pulvis plummeri. 0*

Pilulalz mercuriales purgantes. A.
Pilul* catarrhales purgantes.- D.

Pilulz laxantes cum mercurio. Ibid.

Pulvis e fcammoni cum mercurio. Thi

Lotio fyphilitica nigra, (lotio ex hydraryyro muriaW

mitiori).
Lotio mercurialis. G.

By precipitation.

a. From its folution in nitrous acid by common fait.

* Calx hydrargyrimuriata Schcelii.
Mercurius prxcipitatus dulcis ofScheele, ("the inventor)*

b. From its folution in muriatic acid by vegetable alkafi*
Mercurius praxipitatus albus. L.

c. From its folution in muriatic acid bymineral alkali-
Mercurius prscipitatus albus. A.

d. From its folution in muriatic acid by volatile alkali-
Mercurius praxipitatatus albus. E.

e. From its folution in muriatic acid by copper.
Merrurirsprzcipitatus veridis. E.

f. Dr. Ward's white drop, or mercury preci pi rated fror^
its folution in nitrous acid and re-diffolved by fal

ammoniac.

Composita.

J/n^usntum e mercurio precipitator L.
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Linimentum mercuriale. E. Paiip,

5. With the acid of fugar.
Hydrargyrum faccharatum. Bergman*

4. With the acidof amber.

Hydrargyrum fuccinatum. Bergman;

5. With the acid ofarfenic.

Hydrargyrum arfenicatum. Birgmah,

%• With the acidofwood-forrel, (oxalis acetofella Lianati.)
Hydrargyrum oxalinum. Bergman.

$. With phofphorrc acid.

Hydrargyrum phofphoratum. Bergman.

By precipitation from its folution in the nitrous acid by
recent urine.

Rofa mineralis. O.

%. With the vitriolic acid.
*
a Hydrargyrum vitriolatum,

Vitriolummercurii. O,

Oleum mercurii. 0.

h. Calx hydrargyri vitriolata (flava).
Turpethum minerale. O.

Mercurius emeticus flavus. L,

Mercurius flavus. E.

Mercurius praxipitatus luteus. D.

Turpethum nigrum. O.

C. Mercury precipitated from its folution in nitrous acid

byhepar fulphuris orhspar calcis.
Mercurius praxipitatus niger. Q.

ip: With theacid of fugar of milkv

10. With the acid of tartar;

a. Hydrargyrum tartarifatum. Bergman!

b. With purified tartar,xommonly called cream oftartai'i
(veg. alkali fuperfaturated with the acid oftartar).

*
Tartarus hydrargyratus.
Terre feuilletee mercurielle of Dr. Preffavin, (the
inventor).

Ci Mercury precipitated from itg folution in nitrous

acid; by the acid of tar tar.

i G*1*
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"^ Calx hydrargyri tartarifata flava ; vulgo, Pulvis Con-

ftantinus.

d. Mercury precipitated from its fo'.ution in muriatic and

tartarous acid by fx:d vegetable alkali.
*
Calx hydrargyri tartarifata alba; vulgo, Pulvis argeflr-

teus.

n. With the acid of citron.

Hydrargyrum citratrum. Bergman.

hz,. With tha acid of nitre.
*

Hydrargyrum, nitratum.

A. Simply dilfolved.

*
Aciium nitri lydr^rgyratum.

Sol j io nKrcurii. E.

^Composita.
..

«•* '

Unguentum cirrinum. E. A. S.

15. Evaporated and calcined by fire.

7 Calx: Hydrargyri nitrati rubm.
Mercurius corrofivus ruber. L. E»

Mercurius prtecipitatus ruber. 0.

Pulvis pfincipis.' 0.

Mercurius cbralHnus. L.

P/Itjrcurius tricolor. 0.

Panaceamercurii. 0. O.

Arcanum corallinv.m.

Panacea mercurii rubra. Q.

Composita.

Balfamus mercurialis. Plenck.

Unguentum ophthalmicum. St. Yves,

Balfa.iium ophthalmicum rubrum. D.

Unguentum prarcipitatum. G.

Unguentum ad lippitudincm. Tk.

Unguentum mercuriale rubrum. D.

Unguentum pomatum rubrum. D.

C Precipitated from its folution in nitrous acid,

a. By volatile alkali.

*

Hydrargyrum nitratum cinereum,

Pulvis mercurii cinereus. Eh

^ Turpethum album. 0,

M
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Mercurius praxipitatus dulcis.
"

0,

Composita.

Vegetable fyrup>
Syrup de Belief. ■

b. By vinous volatile alkali, (fpiritus falis ammoniaci vl-
mofus.)

Turpethum.nigrum.
Mercurius praxipitatus niger.

C. By fixt vegetable alkali.
Mercurius pra»cipitatus fufcus. Wurtz,

d. By copper.
Mercurius pra?elpitatus viridis. B,

13. With the acid of fpar, (fluor mineralis.)

Hydrargyrum fluoratum. Bergman.
14. With the acidof vinegar.

*

Hydrargyrum aceratum. Bergman,

Composita.

Troches or pills ofKeyfei.

15. With the acid ofborax.

Hydrargyrum boraxatum. Bergman".

16. With the acid of Berlin blue.

17. With the aerial acid, (fixt air.)

Hydrargyrum aeratum. Bergman.

Most of the different mercurial preparations mentioned in the

foregoing table, have been recommended at different times, by
different chemifts and praditioners, for curing the venereal dif

eafe. We Shall confine ourfelves to the confideration of thofe

marked with an afterisk, fince they are principally employed
now, which fiave either maintained their reputation from their

firft introdudion into pradice, or which were difcovered in our

times, and feem to pofixfs fuch qualities as will entitle them to

the fame predicament.
They are Shortly as follow :

Mercury in its crude ftate rubbed down, or, as it is common
ly called, extinguifhed or killed, with fat or oils, with glim r.rr—

hie, turpentine, conferve of rofes, Sec.— In a more diffolved

4\atetriturated with iug.\r-ca:.dy, which I think properly callA

fiicchanm
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faccharum hydrargyratum.
—United with fulphur under the

name of cinnabar, for fumigations.— -The metal calcined by it-

ftjf, and thence called hydrargyrum calcinatum.

Mercury diffolved by different acids, and united with thorn.

into a metallic fait, or precipitated from them in the form of a

more or lefs acrid calx. Such,
With the muriatic acid : The corrofive fublimare, which 1

gave in the table the more adequate name of hydrargyrum muri

atum fortius, in order to distinguish it as well from calomel or

mercurius dulcis, which I called 'hydrargyrum muriatum miti-

us ; as from the mercurius dulcis prepared by precipitation, ac

cording to the inventfon ofMr. Scheele, which S named calx hy

drargyri nmriata Scheelii.
With the acid of vitriol : The turpeth mineral, or mercurius,

emeticus, or praseipitatus flavus^cu/x hydrargyri vitriolata).
With the acid of tartar: The hydrargyrum tartarlfaiwn,

which ought to be diftinguifhed from what I call the' Tartarus

hydrargyratus, or terre
, fcuilfettee mercurielle of Dr. Pre flavin

xof Paris, which is a combination of mercury with ^purified tar

tar, (cream of tartar).
With the acid of nitre : The hydrargyrum nitratum in a dilu

ted fimple folution, or in a more Solid form, as in the fyrup de

Bellet and unguentum citrinum. The pulvis mercurii cincreus

of the new Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia ; where the mercury dif

folved in nitrous acid is precipitated by volatile alkali, however,
not quite deprived of the acid, and th.;r fore properly called /i^- I
drargyrum nitratum' cinerenm. Dr. Ward's white drop, wfure
the mercury diffolved in the fame acid is precipitated and re-dif-

folved by means of fal ammoniac. 1 he hydrargyrum nitian>,-i

rubrum, improperly called red precipitate, where the m:tal af'-^
ter being diffolved in this acid, is expofed to a certain degree o£
fire, whereby it acquires the colour. And Jaftly,
With the acidof vinegar : Hydrargyrum acetatum, known

under the name of Keyfer's pi lis, or troches ; where the mercu

ry after having undergone a long-continued trituration, is there

by fitted to unitewith this acid. *-

All thefe different preparations are applied in various forms,
fuch as powders, pills, bolufes, folutions, lotions, injediowj-,
ointments, &c. fome of them for external, but by far the guru-
eft number for internal ufe. In general, it is to bo otf.r.vd,
that all faline mercurial prepa? <uions are the faicr and better :i.^
more finely they are levigated.

C *i A *\
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CHAP. XHI.

On Mercurial Preparations in -particular,

I. On Mercurial Frictions..

OF
all the different methods hitherto difcovered for curing the
venereal difeafe, that by mercurial fridions is perhaps the

moft efficacious, as well as the faftft and ^mildeft-. The appli
cation of mercury in this way,, however, as. indeed the ufe of

mercurials in general, requires often confiderable skill and at

tention on the part of the praditioner, as well as a very ftricjt

compliance and obfervation of regimen on that of the patient,,
ia order to produce the defired effed in the fpeedieft manner.
Such is the ciifjronce of conftitutions, that fome perfons will be
more affeded by a few frictions than others, feemingly in the ve

ry famu circumftances by twenty or thirty : and if more meri

cury is rubbed on the former with a vkw to increafe the- effed,'
ii.head of this, we run the rbk of bihging on very difagreeable
fymptoms, fuch as falivation, vertigo, feverifh heat, trembling.
of the extremities, and chronic violent pains ia the articulatU

ons.

When fridions have their proper effed, the ufe of them is not

attended with any bad fymptoms ; the patient is eafily cured

without fuffering much in the time, or without finding himfelr

inuch weakened afterwards.—Moft people have their fymp-.
10ms in fome meafure relieyed by four or fix fridions ; though
fometimes fourteen or fifteen are required to produce this effect.

The mercury employed for this purpofe ought to be very

pure ; and as praditioners cannot be aSTured of the purity of

what is fold in the Shops, they ought to purify it themSelves.—

Moft of our mercury comes from Idria, and paffes thiough the

hands of theDutch, by whom it is not unfrequently adulterated

with heterogeneous fubftances, without any diminution of its

fluidity or metallic fplendor : but no phyfician who has the-

fafety of his pati^t at heart ought ever to employ quickfilver,
either externally or internally, without a certainty of its beir.g
perfedly pure ; for, by making ufe of the metal in an impure
Slate, he may not only be difappointed in the effeds he expeded*
but it may prove huitful to the patient.
This being the cafe, the reader, I hope, will, excufe t,he foU

.lowing digreflion :

Remarks upon the Adulteration and Purification of Mercury.

s QuickfiJYei is found in mines, either native, in which ftate k

2,
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lSvCalled mercurius vergineus ; or min;ralifcd, when it obtains,
the name of ore, from which it is afterwards fepa.rat.id by tiifV

tillation.

The ores of mercury are of different kinds and f.-rms,' The

native cinnabar, however, is the kindwhich contains thcgrcv.c*
eft quantity of quickfilver. Although many recommend the na

tive cinnabar-for a remedy, it is a matter of fad, that it is of

ten impure from admixed heterogeneous particles. It is there

fore', funning a risk to employ native ci.-.nabar, efpecially for-

internal ufe. Though it is fometimes more beautiful in its co

lour than the artificial, we may always dep;nd with more Safety

Upon the latter, if it be only welj prepared.
The mercury being in the cinmbar, or ether ores of merely,

generally miner.alifed by fulphur, or at leaft co::cea!ed under it,

rhe procefs to feparate it from thefulphur confills heiein, that a

fubftancebe\inited wirh mercurial oreswhich has a greater af

finity with the fulphur than with lrercu.y ; fuch fubltances, for

example, are alkaline falts, calcareous earth, iron, fcoiia feni,

tec. If, therefore, one or other of the juft mentioned fuLftances

(ofwhich, however, always the cheapeft is chofen) be mixtJ

with the ore of mercury, and expofed to diftiilation, this fub-

fiance will unite with the fulphur, and the quiMlv^r, being
thereby fet at liberty, will.^o over, in its metallic fate, in tho

form of vapours into the recipient.
A bad cuftom has, alas J arifen ftom interested m drives, vu.

to adulterate mercury with lead, with wrhich it readdy unites.

This adulteration is accompliihed the more eaiily, if combinei

with fome bifmuth ; becaufe the amalgam thus produced is

much more fluid, and retains much better the sr_«.,illic filvery

fplendor of mercury. It is thence evidenr, that th* co'.our an J

fplendor of quickfilvcr are not alwavs certain charaderiiitcs of

its purity ; and the purification of mercury, by prtffing it thio'

a leather bag, is by no means to be depended upon, becaufe the

amalgam made of quickfilver, lead, and bifmuth, is often fo per

fed, that though even the fourth part of int.- whole mafs cor.fi^s

of lead and bifmuth, very lit t.L- however of thefe hetcio-uiu/us

fubftances will remain behind in the leather bag.
The only fure means to purify quickfilver is diftiilation ; for

which purpofe, fome think, iron veffels aie beft fitted, iron be

ing the only metal whofe union mercury rcfufes, and there be

ing no fear that iron veiTe'sare deftroye'l by theprocefs as there

is .with regard to thofe made of glafs. To make ufe of iron vef-

* fels is the more advifeable, becaufe the mercury expands very

much during the operation, by which means glafs vtfiels a- -

eafily broken. The higher mercury may be drive;1, before it de-

fcends again, the better it is, besaufeby thefe means the panic' e;

of had canaot fo eafily be carried with it. The vcifJ for t' is

o.r"'ji'a-
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tfjenrlcfl may be an 5ron. pet,with a :ong hop neck like thebar*^
ret off a musker. But in order to condenfe the better and caller^
dtosrvercury r'fing in the form of vapours, the end of .that tube'.

IfSJilsd downwards, Should be immerfed in vinegar one ortwrj
Bccfe:s deep. All the mercury is, by this method, not only ob-

«^i;r:i*d! without lofs, and the operator is expofed to no danger,.
butr'n? rifing mercury will be alfo perfectly freed and purified
;;sa ali particles of lead and bifmufh which might poffibly have

go>'ie overwith it, the quickfilver being infoluble in It. The

charaders, therefore, or pure quickfilver, are : i. That It. forms
gPcsSrirles when poured upon wood, which always retain a fph.-
ih tl form, and never are drown into length like a thread. or line.
t, lltat it be not covered with a cuticle, but be ftining. 5. Tha;
w?w»t rubbed with water, the water become blackifh or foul*

4, Vinegar rubbed or digefled veith it, SJ\ouId v.'-nt acquire a

/■wrest tafte. 5. Put in a,n iron f peon over the fire, it muft eva

porate entirely without leaving any thing behind.
'

The mercurial ointment is generally prepared by extinguish
ing", or, as it> is commonly called, kilting the mercurywith hogs-
Jhi;'d and turpentine. The preparation of the ointment in this

srra. reer is very exceptionable j It will fc?n produce, in many
f:»vfo-;is whole skin is tender, puftles of an inflammatory kind,
\ hidi are wry painful, andpr^verit the continuation of the fric^r

towns.---A mos: proper met! pd therefore of preparing mercurial
ointment for this purpofe, is by tiiusrating the purified met.,!
r?ei.!h frefli hogs-lard, repeatedly wafhed and cleaned for feveral

. <Uys with pure water, without the addition of ar.y n:vpeniine.
'The- trituration of the ointment muft be continued for two hourly
cvew after ail the globules of mercury havedifappeared, in order

« robe certain of the moft parted divifion. It muft then be kept
to a cold place, not ouly to avoid its growing rancid, but alfo

:o prevent its melting, which would produce a feparation and,

fabfeejuent \>k.-eipiration of the metal from the hogi-Iard to the

bottom of ti'i ■ vt-STel.

But, notvvnhitanding this precaution, we very often meet

with patients whofe skin feems to be fo extremely irritable, that

Xntey will not bear the application of the ointmet.t even when

jrepared according to the method juft mentioned. The great

ft ,-penfity of the hog*s-Iard to grow rancid, efpecially in hot

f.edons snd warm climates, contributcsgreatly to occafion this

rroublefome irritability. In fuch circumftances it will be pro

per either to trdx with the above ointment, a fmail quantity of

the ointment of liquorice recently prepared, or to prepare the

ointment entirely of mercury, and the butyraceous oil obtained
from cocoa-nuts by boiling them in water ; or to make ufe, in-
!! ad ofointment, of quickfilver divided by the mucilage of i'v<-i

mMc. Thu>; indeed, the j^rocefs is rendered ruafig ikubkfowe
aal
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tr.d expensive ; but the praditionerwho wi flies to render th.e cerar*
"eafy and agreeable to his patient, will readily Subnek fo Iec&s-

'yeniencies of this kind.

By this method we may tffeduaay 'prevent the pruritus axd

•puftules proceeding from any of the caufes above mentioned, df-

'ptcially ifat the fame time the pir.ee where the ointment -is mla.

rubbed in be previoufly Ihav^d, jand too Lm'ei rubbing^ with &*£

"hand in the beginning be avoided. For fometimes faeh pufuibes
feem to originate from the hu«r being violently "moved ia w;?r>:£i&3

'diredions, Which, by thefe means, will be eafily prevent.e/L
The principal objeds after rbe application of mercurin) fic

tions hasbeen f >;>.;' upon, ought to be, ifi, "to difpofe the-: p!b-^«:
Into which the ointment is to be rubbed for th? abfo rp t ioii *.'f 'hi

mercury ; and, 'idly, To difpofe the furface of the kci)f ri
"

tranfmit the metal throuqh its pcres, after it has produced ah?.

"defired effeds in rjto fyftem, a? fpeeddy a*s poflible, .and it&w*

•prevent falivatlng, pui/ikg, or'its fettling in the bones.or aau^f
of the cavities of thebody. For thefe purpofes, it will be all-

ways advifeable to prefcrVbe, before we begin the fridioas a*

"purgative, and to drder the patient to fit in a warm bath JTadrof
Toft water, and of about 56 degrees of i'ahrenheit's tber.nc-r.Hr.fr',.
■fqr the fpace cf half zn hour or an hour. After he has .been an ic

for a quarter of an"bn-r, .he tvuft. be rubbed all over wiir $

Refk brufh, -or a piece of fiannel ar.d ibap, to clean the* ski i;, :. 5 t

aeapt it the better to the purpofes nbove-znentioned. Thisifc;t«&

be done, if no panic.bar circumftance forbids, the day bei'cu'.e* gr
on the very day that the fridion is begun; and to be re-)--.eif

'once or "twice a-week afterwards, diiriig the whole time Uo£ wt

'tiling the fridions*

The fame evening, or the day after, having made ufe of «$£

warm bath, the patient iuould begin the fridion, rubbing ikcei

the outfiSeor inficte of his thig*h or log, before he goes lobefi^.i
'drachm of the mercurial ointment prepared as sEsve dlrederL—-

The ft id ion vsto be peiforned by tbelire fide in wiater, and tU

rubbing muft be continued gently for half ap hour or an ho^:,,
'till the whole be rubbed Tn. T"he part rcuft then be cov^vj

with £. piece of liucTi fc?ftened with a bandage ; or the pa-iibus..
tr-uft pu.on a pa:r ofdrawers, o*apafr of Stockings if the fUeC^ii
La; been 'made on the leg. The fame banc." ge, Uc. may Jjvvi

'for the. whole time, foiirg'appfibd onJy to k?cp the Ousts ;ti4i

't>ed-!iie;-e.'i.oi'r. being fulfied and growing black from the <aisf>

inenc t?efore each hctv ope'mdon, the greafe and l:bv.: ;".■■.•. ^'j1

ought to be weH crleanTed ot w^eec of?with ibap and \v arwet-.i-»

rei. The fridion isbeft mad*: by nV yiuya with hi'sow/ 1 iki'4
fntt to fat people, or the female fex, tiis operation uny yev;

tire'oir. :-, in which -cafi ... fen-art Should be inftruded how kq £>'*

it, pii.Tif.^ on 2 g\ovc :i-?d-.' cjf.a foft Yo^'i bidder oj o?l~-sk*eV
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I would not advife any perfon to perform this operatiorufor ano
ther without putting on fuch a glove, becaufe I have feen in

stances of a falivation being brought on in fome aftiftants by rub

bing in the mercurial ointment with their naked hand. Befides,
We cannot be certain how much ointment is rubbed into the pa
tient, when part of it is abforbed into the fervant*shard.

After the firft friction, we muft attentively 6bferve whether the

mercury occafioris any irragularity^n thebody ; and if it does,
it muft be omitted for two days, care being taken to obferve the

fame regimen, that the patient is well cloathed, and that he

keep within doors, efpecially in a cold feafon or cold climate,.

If, after two clays, the patient lhouli perceive no difagree-
*ab!e fynoproms, the fecond fridion muft be made in the fame

manner as the firft. The next day he muft leave it off again ; and

if he then finds no ill effeds from it, the fridions may becontinu-

ei every day, eb her morning or evening, without intermiffiorf,
Unlets fome accident intervene. However, the place of rubbing
r.iu't be changed every day, or every oilier day, in order to avoid

irritating the skin, and to prevent puftules arifing upon ir,, If,

,a!fer five or fix fridions, we find that the patient'? conftitution
v/iil bear the mercurv, and that he has no fever, diarrhoea, fali

vation, or immoderate fweating, we may rub in at every fric

tion two drachms of the ointment, efpecially if the fymptoms
beobftinare.

In this Situation, when the weather is WaTm, or indeed unlefs

it be fevertly cold a.d damp, the patient may go out every day

duriij; the fridions, provided he be warn ly cloathed, and avoid

the cold wind, and efpecially the night air. But he muft care

fully guard againft checking perfpiration ; and therefore, if the

weather is cold andmoift, he fhould rather keep at home in a

warm room, and faun ?s much as poflible every inconvenience

from cold. In a fevere fee.fon he fhould wear flannel dockings
and a ftaneel waiftcodt, accordhg to circumftanses, either over

or under the Shirt.

During all this time, however, we muft if poflible ufe the

Warm bath, as already directed, once or twice a week ; pro

ceeding in this maimer until the patient's health be perfedly re-

eftablifhcd, which will be wkh jpor 3$ fridions, if the foft parts

only have bom affeded : but it the dileafe has been confirmed.
Or of a long.Standings fo. that the bones are affeded, 50, 6c, or 79
fridions will beabfolutely neceffary to make a perfed and radi

cal cure ; though this, no doubt, will vary, according to the

constitution of the patient.
It muft h:r* ba remarked, as an obfervation of great confer

^uehce both to th 2 phyfician and patient, that the ceffation of

ihefymproras is never to be looked, upon as demonftrating a. ra

dical cure. This we ought to tell our patients in the beginning,
efpecially;
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efpecially if they be of the female fex, t'^at to alleviateythe pain
or abate the fymptoms of the diforder, and to deftroy and eradi

cate entirely the venereal poifon from the body, are two very
different things.. The, former nv:.y often be accomplished in thre?
or four days by a very few frictions; whereas the lattar will

fometimes require as many months.. The fame thinf; will fome
times happen in this rffpect when we Jeave off the frictions as

foon as the fymptoms difappear, as when we leave off the Peru

vian bark in agues as foon as the, fe'V r i* gone ; the fever foon

re; urns again, although p.-rhapi. with a different type ; but con

tinuing thebaik for a longer time, we are fure of a perfect cure,
a'nd need not be in the leaft afraid of a relapfe.

Wc^ muft therefore iOi the fafityofour patients continue the

ufe of mercury for two or three weeks, or at 1 aft ten days, af
ter the fyphilitic fy:noroms have perfed! v disappeared ; but it is

here where the praditioner niui: give proof oi his judgment and

experience, v ,
.

,
When the patient, during the fridions, or otherwife ufing

mercury, perceives his gums begin to fwell, his breath to fmell

difagreeable, his throat to become painful in the infide, or when

he fpits oftener than ufual, the ufe
,

of mercury is immediately
to be left, off until thefe fymptoms. difappear, when we may go
on with it agaiu i but I think it eligible to go on with the fric

tions, if the patient can other \viui bear them* pretty briskly,
until the mouth be a little affeded ; becaufe thus we are certain

that the frictions have hid their proper effed, and that the mercu

ry has been abforbed into the fyfhnf.
■ The generality of patients, as has been already mentioned, find

fome relief after a few fridions ; bur therc^ are fome, efperiall/
thofe who have the bones affeded with tophus, ctedes, s<c. in

Whom no remiffion cf the fymptoms takes place fill after four-»

ieen or twenty fridions ; and fometimes in this ifate of the difr

eafe, feventeen ounces ofmercurial ointment will be requisite to
make a perfed cure... ...

In all fuch cafes we muft endeavour to make the mercery go

off by perfpirarion ; but prufufe fwearing ce^'nt not to be encou

raged, left it Should weaken the patient, or brirg on. a confumpti-
pn, efpecially in fiich as are cachectic, or of a thin habit of

body. Where we find the body naturally difpofed to faliyation,
we ought tobe very cautious how we proceed. In. this cafe;

the patient fhould, efpecially in bad weather, keep within doors,

in a m oderate warm room, without being too much covered,

particularly on his head or neck. The proper temperature of

the room in winter is betwixt the 75th and 78th degry/s of Fah
renheit's thermom t;r. Buc in fine dry weathtr, 1 ^ould even

advife him to go abroad ; for I have found, ia many inftances,.

■tha'S

N
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that the enjoyment ofpure free air contributes rather to prevent
a falivatibn. In warm feafons" or climates fuch precautions are

unneceffary. If the patLnt be weak, the Peruvian bark may
be given with advantage/from a fcruple to a drachm, in milk
Or wine, every morning or evening.

By thefe mea-.s I have generally Succeeded" in preventing the
nbove mentioned bad effects of the mercury, as profufe fweats,
Salivation, and its running off by ftool : in the firft cafe it hap
pens much the fame as when, by an imprudent management, a

falivation is raffed ; the mercury then, though abforbed into

the fyftem, feems.ro run off by the falivary glands, as haltily as

it is given, without performing thofe falutary effects' in the body,
r.eceflbry for eradicating the venereal poifon, and perfeding a

cure. Ia the latter, wh;n a purging is occafioned by medicines

of this kind", their abforption from theinteftines is prevented, and

they do little or .nothing againft the difeafe. I have feen feveral

» ,-ti^its treated in this manner, who, after taking mercery for

fix or eight weeks, which kept them all that time in a continual

diarrhoea, were nearly in the fame ftate at the end of the couxfe,
as they had been at the beginning..

If. On .Mercurial Fumigations.

I have little to fay on this, fubjed. Mercurialfumigations
are now-a-days norrure in ufe for curing the lues but prove
often a moft effectual remedy againft local verier al complaints.
The cinnabar is for this purpofe to be put upon live coals, and

the rifingfmoke to be conveyed by mea::sof a proper tube to the

part aiiected.

III. Of S k l i n e and ether Mercurial Pre

parations.

The 7(i;drar(ryrum gummrfum, (or mercurius gummofus), as a
mild mercurial preparation, in which the crude metal is divided

by means of gum anrbic. Mr. Plenck. the inventor of this pre

paration, firft prefcribed it diluted with water, in the form of a

iTi'i:c ure ; but this form being found inconvenient on account of

the mercury not remaining properly fufpended, he propofed,
fome time ago, 'to make it into the form of pills. He for this

purp ffe orders, of well purified quickfilver, two drachms, to be

triturated with three drachms of powdered gum arabie, and a

furlicient quantity of conferve of hips, in a marble mortar, till

the mercur-' has difrppeared ; then, ibter continuing the tritu

ration bbran'hour lonper, the mafs to be mixed with half an

ounce of crumb of white bread, and then, to be forced into pil's
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ofthree grains each, of which the. patient is to take fix cr.rh

morning, and fix every evening. This form is undoubtedly lefs

exceptionable, but ftill liable to another inconvenience, which
is, that thefe pills, like all Aofe made u ith crumb cf bread,
when kept for a length of time, grow fo hard, that they fre

quently pafsthe ftomach unc!iffolvcd,^nd are evacuated by fir>oI

in the fame globular fcrm thay were taken. This objection, in

deed, cannoi.be madcto them, if they are prepared frefh every
f.cond or third day ; and, in that cafe, they will be found 3

very valuable acquisition for our pharmacopoeia fyphilitica.
A bolus made from five to ten grains of qinckfilver, extinguished
by a fufficient quantity of the conferve of rofes, or confedio

cardiaca, &c. will, according. to circumftances, ferve for the

fame purpofe.
Mercury divided by means of fome balfam, would be a very

acceptable and ufeful medicine in different cafes. An atrenr.pt of

the kinte has been made in thepilula? ex hydrargyro terebenthir.a-

to, where one ounce of quickfilver is united with a drachm and

a half of turpentine ; but befides that the divifion. is e-xtremely
tedious, which indeed might be obviated by -.adding fome drops
of the oil of turpentine, this composition is, like all ft line mer

curial preparations, fometimes very apt to excite griping and

purging. This is undoubtedly owing to the quality of turpen
tine ; the beft fort fhould be chofen for tlm purpofe, and, ac

cording to circumftances, inftead of the turpentine, the balfam

ofGilearf, orbalfamum Canadenfe, united with fome vegetable,
powder, might be tried ; and thus a pill of five, or feven grains
be given every evening. .

Tht faceh arum hydrargyratum, ox quickfilver triturated with
twice or three times its weight of fugar-candy, is, in many in- .

Stances, .a moft excellent medicine, as. well for internal, as exter-,

nal ufe. Its dofe in.terr.ally is from four to eight graifis a day,
in the form of powders, pills, or troches.

The hydrargyrum calcinatuni, or c? Seined mercury, I have

conftantly found to be apt to exeite griping. 1 hit may be in.

fome refped avoided, frby giving haif a grain of it with a grain o£ ;

opium every night in the form of a pill.
The hydrargyrum acetatum^ known by the name of.Keyfe*.\

pills or troches, has of latemade a great noife in France, ft ha<:

been recommended, as the faft- ft and beft medicine for curing ve-.

nereal complaints, even of the moft obftinate and inveterate kind,
v
without ever occasioning a falivation, qj producing any of thoi'i*

bad fymptoms which fometimes attend the vfe of other mercuri

als. Time and experience, however, have Shewn that this re-.

medy fometimes proves intffedual in removing the complaints^.
and in many inftances produced the bad fymptoms attending -

other mercurials. Mercury, indeed, as long as it retains its r-r .
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ture, certainly will falivate or purge, if given imprudently, or if,
the patients cc not take prop r care of themfelves. Befides, a-

mon'g a variety of patients, fome will certainly be met with

where this medicine proves not fo efti< acibus as has been pre-'
tended. Every phyfician who hasfhad fome pradice in venereal

complaints, muft have met with cafes where one mercurial pre

paration has produced li'Se or no effed, whilft another, tried

afterwards,' fueceeded beyond expfedation. Thefe cafes we are

not afle to account for ; nor do. we ''as yet' know ^ie nature of

the human body fufficientfy to forfee them a priori. KeyferV

pill> are a' f aline mercurial preparation, where the mercury is>

firft divided by a long" continued trituration, and then diffolved.
in vinegar. Hence, like all other mercurial preparations, it may'
fom :tiT s produce very good effeds, and perfedly cure the dif

eafe ; whilft, in other inftances, it may prove lefs ufeful,, oi^
even hurtful*.

The hydrargyrum tartqrifatum, we call a combination of.

mercury with fimple acid of tartar, in order to distinguish it

from the Tartarus hydrargyrums, an invention of Dr. PieSTavin

at Pat is, Who gave it the name of terre fcUilletee mercurielle.—
This latter [reparation being a conbination of mercury with pu-

rifi.d tartar, or cream of tartar, which is a middle fait compound
of :vegi?rable alkali, fupurfatu-ated with theacid of tartar Both

thefe preparations are nearly of a Similar nature with the former,

though perfaps, in fome r >fp ds, preferable to it.

The /
'

ydnrguum nitratum. or mercury united with nitrous

acid, has been employed in different forms and preparations in-'

rcrijally and expemally. Forexterral ufe the folution diluted

with water fas been made ufe o'f op awafh, and is a very good
medicine for ft ancres, &c. The fame folution made with or?e

ounceof quickfilver to three ounces of nitrous acid, and while

yet warm united with a pound of hog*s lard by a careful tritura

tion.' yields, under the name of unguentum citr'n.um, one of the.
moft efficacious r medies i know of for obftinate fyphi.litic com-

rlaints of the skh. The red pr cipita'e, or hydrargyrum ni

tratum rubrum, prepared from thefame folution, expofed to fire

till ifacquires the colour mentioned, is of £corrofive nature, and

ttur fore employed only in powder fprir.VL-d upon venereal ul

cers as a cauftic. For internal ufe the hydrargyrum nitratum has
'

been

* The Lgdmrgyrutn acetatum, ptcpjrcd by addn.glo a tin. it .. u. un >fr

mercurv ii n tu>u ncicJ, .< f<- u ion of alkali Vc^ctabile a ennift (fat diurcti-

tus)y h an i'-gei ion. p ipr.ration invrnttdty Mr. Scott at Fdinburgh, and,

perhaps pre'e aMetotha rfKevlc It.ctrtairly contain mwc mercury rhan

J\i', hcraurc mciahcrr Dedifl.ilvcd in aiidso^ly in proportion to the lofs of*

thrir p' li>uiHon ; and in the latter preparation, the fflcicu / is rnoie reduced

to a ca'x by it< previous union with the wit oils acid. Herce ir is more folu*

blc in thr nitrous acid, as foon as the acHof nire, dile.igaged fiom the me.

i d by the fixed TcgtubU alkali, leaves the former at' libit ty to *& upon It,
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.fceen commonly given from half a grain to a rrain, in a quart c£

any of the decodions. But the hy dr& ryy rum nitratum ci'neteum,'
in the new Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia, called by its inventor, Dr,
Black, pulvis mercurii cinereus, is one of the mildeft of .the fa-*
line mercurial preparations, and may be given to the dofe of a

grain every evening, and occasionally alfo every morning. The'

following is the method rf preparirg it; Quickfilver, diluted"

acid of nitre, of each equal quantities in wierht. After, the!

mercury is diffolved, the folution is to bedilutcd'with purewa-

ter, and as much liquid volatile alkali (fpiritus falls airmani,)-
ci) to be dropped into it as is fcfticientfor depriving the merci;ry
of the acid : afterwards the grey powder is to be wafned with

pure water and dried.—*— The fyrup of Btllet, (commonly
Called vegetable fyrup) a celebrated cempef ion, the "ingredi
ents of .which are kept fecrct, is, as I was informed by people
of authority in France, mercury precipitated from its folution in

the acid of nitre by fixed vegetable alkali, and the precipitate af
terwards diffolvea in vitriolic ether mixed with Some agreeable,
fyrup.
I Shall now take notice of a preparation of mercury, firft re

commended by the celebrated Baron Van Swiet:n. This prepa
ration is of the corrofive fublimate, (mercurius fublimatus cor-

r&fivus) ; or, as I would rather call it in the more acurate lan-

fuage
of chemistry, the hydrargyrum muriatum :fot(iits.) .

,pme years ago this medicine engaged the attention of all Eurcpe.
By fome it was recommended as. a moft excellent and efficaciots,

remedy againft the moft inveterate complaints, and worft ft age i

of the veaereal. difeafe. It was particularly recommended in

eruptions on the skin, and in venereal affections of the bones ;

while others exclaimed againft it as being frequently produdii'e,
of the worft effeds without ever radically curing the diflercper.
Both parties feem to have gone too far. in praifing as well as

blaming. I have feen cafes where this medicine' has petfedly
cured the moft inveterate and obftinate venereal complaints j
while in others- 1 have found it produce effeds of the worft kind,'
fuch as lofs of appetite, griping, purging, headach, fever,

anxiety, oppreffion of ti»c breaft, and even fpitting of blood*

without curing, or even appearing to hay? the leaft effed on the

difeafe. But in general I have frequently obferved that this me.

dicine very foon mi;ie*res the moft troublefome fyrrptoms of the

venereal difeafe, without ef? ding a radical cure, even after be

ing applied for a very considerable time ; and I am apt to think

now, that its great reputation arofe at firft from this property

of frequently alleviating fo remarkably the fymptoms.
Upon thewhole, though it is certain that there are fome con

stitutions which will never bear this violent medicine without

danger, yet; frojtn, fuch obfervations as I have been able to make.
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it feems probable, that thfe bad 'effed attributed to the corrofivfr:
fublimati; have fometimes arifen either from its improper prepara
tion, from an immoderate dofe, or otherWife from a defed of

pradical judgment in the phyfician or furgeon. Therefore, al

though I never like ter cinpjoy vjiolent remedies where I can ef

fect a cure with mild ones; yet it muft be allowed, that, in prac- ■

tice, cafes will fometime occur attended with fuch fymptoms.
as require th-2 ufe of the moft powerful njedicines, if for no other

purpofe but for a fpeedy temporary relief, in thefe cafes it

will fometimes be higi ly advifeable to have recourfe to the fubli
mate ; though it is probable to me, that fuch cafes are much lefs .

frequent than it is commonly thought, fiut at any rate, the

conftitution of the patient muft be well considered beforewe have
recourfe to this medicine. If he beofaftrong habit of body^ and
his lun^s healthy, we may fafely try- the fublimate, ufirg the

neceffary precautions u* ith regard to its dofe and manner of ex

hibition : but I would never recommend it where the patient is.

of a weak, delicate, and irritable habit of body, or if hs has a

fmall eheft, has had formerly an hsmoptyfis, or any pulmonary
complaint ; for thefe perfons I- have always obferved to fuffer

from the ufe of the fublimate. Seme indeed who were appa

rently of a flrong conftitution, I have feen equally affeded by this

remedy ; for which reafon it is always neceffary to be cautious .

in tht ufe ol it. We ought never to begin with more than a

quart r or at moft half a grain a day, diffolved in milk, barley-
water, or a decoction of farfaparilla. When given in this man

ner, if the patient i> a proper fubject for this medicine, it wiil .

not readily produce aiv bad or at leaft any dangerous confequen
ces ; th.2 lefs fo when adminiftered in a warm feafon, or in a.

hot climate. In ufing the fublimate, it ought befides always to

be remembered, that we can never be too careful with regard to

itschoice;andthc?t with the utmoft care and attention to the pre

paration of the fublimate, it is hardly ever poflible to obtain it

of the fame degree of ftrength, even by following always the ve
ry fameprocefs. In all cafes therefore the patient fhould be or- -

dered to ieave it off immediately on perceiving any of the above

mentioned bad fymptoms. Sometimes u alfo occurs in the Shops*
adulterated with arfenic, which may be difcovered when mixed

with lime-water, in which cafe it will produce a bkek colour;
whereas, if genuine, it yields with the fame an orange-colour
ed precipitate, to which we gave the name lotio fyphilitica /la
va, if one drachm of fijblimate is added to one pound of lime-
water. Its texture befides if genuine, ought to be of a radiated

appearance; whereas the fame, if adulterated, has rather a gra
nulated one.

The hydrargyrum muriatum mitius, or Still more properly the
calx hydrargyri muriata, commonly called calomel, mercurias

dulcis,
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y'dulcis, mercurius fublmiatus dukis, panacea mercurialis, aq*ui-
la alba, Sec. is a milJer preparation than corrofive fublimate,
but ftill an acrid one, and thus very apt to produce gripings, and
to run off by ftool. Befidss, as its manner of ading depends
'very much on the accuracy of -its preparation, and other circum
ftances whieh we are not matters of, its efficacy in cuiirg the

lues is not much to be depended upon. Indeed calomel is in dif
ferent countries, indifferent fhops in the fame country, r ay even

in the fame fhop»at different times, a very different medicine. On

this account, though it ca . not be denied that many have been

cured of the venereal difeafe by this medicine, I never made ufe

of it internally but for a mercurial purge, till of late when Mr.

Scheele, by a new method of prepai ing it via humida inferted in

the ASin Stockholm, has greatly removed all the objedions this

medicine was formed/ iiabbto. As it will, perhaps, be agree
able to fome of my readus to be more exactly acquainted with

thislatter procefs, I Shall infierr it here.
" Haifa pound of quickfilver, and the faene quantity of pure

aquafortis, are to be put into a fmall veffel with along neck, the
mouth of which L to be covered with paper. The veffel is then

'to be placed in a waru fand-bath ; and after a few hours, when
the acid affords no figns of its ading any longer on the quickfilver,
the fire is to be incr^afed to fuch a degree that the folution may

neari/ boil. This heat is to be continuedfor three or four i;o:ns-,

taking care to move the veffc-I fiom time to time, and at Iaft the

folution is to be fufFered to boil gently for about a quarter of an

hour. In the mean while we are to dhToive four ounces and a

half of fiae common fait in fix or eight pints of wat r. This fo

lution is to be poured boiling into a giafsv.fTel, in which the

above-mentioned folution of quickfilver is to be mixed with ir,

gradually, aid in a boiling ftate alfo, taking case to keep the

mixture in conftant motion. V/ hen the precipitate is fettled, the
clear liquor is to be drained ftcm it, after which it is to be re

peatedly wafhed with hot water til! ir ceafesro impart any tafte

to the water. The precipitate obtained by thU' neehoJ u to be:

filtered, and aftewards diied by a gentle heat.
"
It might be fuppofed, that when the nitrous acid ceafes to

eSTervefce with th? mercury, it is faturated with it: but this is

far from being the cafe ; the acid, when the h..at is increafed,

being ftill able to diifolve a confiderable quantity of it ; with this

difference, however, that the quickfilver at the beginning of the

procefs is calcined by the acid, but aferwards is diffolved by it

in a metallic form. In proof of this we may obferve, that not

only more ela'lie vapour arifes, but alfo that by adding eith.r

fixed or volatile cauftic alkali wc obu-ii a black precipitate,
whereas, when the folution contains only calcined quickfilver,
the precipitate becomes yellow by fi;ch *a ad..il.L::. If this

bla-d-:
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black precipitate h gently diftilled, it rifes in the form of quick
filver, leaving a yellow powder, which is in fad that part of

the mercury that in the beginning of the operation was calcined

by the nitrous acid.

•'.The boiling of the folution for about a quarter of an hour
h neceffary, in order to keep the hydrargyrum nitrat&m in a dif

folved ftate, it being much difpofed to chryftalize ; in general,
fome of the mercury remains undiftolved ; but it is always bet

ter to take too much than too little Of it, befaufe the mote

metallic fubftance the folution contains, the more mercurius

dulcis will be obtai-r.ed.
"

I: i; neceffary to pour the mercurial folution into the folu

tion of fait by a little at a time, and cautioufly, fo that no part
of the undiffolved quickfilver may pafs along with it. Two

ounces of common fait are fuiticient to precipitate all the mercu

ry ; but then it rriay eafily happen that fome fuperfluous mercu

rius corrofivus aaaches irfelf to this precipitate, which the wa

ter alone is incapahle of feparatiag completely. This is un

doubtedly the reafon why tn-rcurius rrieipicatus albus is always
Corrofive. I have iound that common fait poffeffes the fame

quality as fa! ammoniac, viz. that of diffolvirig a great quantity
pfr.iercuriu? corrofivus. I therefore employ four ounces and a

half of common fah in order to get the mercurius corrofivus en

tirely feparai d.
" If we confider the manner m which mercurius dulcis is ob

tained in the dry way, ty fublimation, we fhall not find it diC*

fieult to give the rationale of this new procefs.
"

Mercurius corrofivus albus is a mi idb fait, confifting, as is

well known, of marine aci i combined with calx of mercuiy.

This fait is capable of diiTolvir.g a good deal of quickf lver in a

metallic form ; but for this purpofe the moft minute particles of
each muft be reciprocally mixed. Tins happens, when by means

of heat they areboth converted into vapour. The fame thing
occurs in the above-mentioned procefs. The folution firft fpo-
ken of contains the calx mercurii and quickfilvcr divided into

th- moft minute particle1-. If to this folution we add marine

acid, or, to fave expence, common fair, the marine acid will

unite wirh the calx of mercury, and the refult of this union

will be a true mercurius corrofivus albus; and as the iol.ution
Contains quiekfilver in its metallic ftate, this will immediately
attrad as much of the mercurius corrofivus as is neceffary to fa-

turate it, and by this means a real mercuiius dulcis will be,
produced, which, from its being infoluble, will be immediately
precipitated.
"
The following fads are proofs that this precipitate is a good

mercurius dulcis. rft, It is entirely taHelefs 2dly, I ...have

fnblrraed it, aad examined whatalcended in the beginning, and
which:
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which ought to have been corrofive, i? the precipitate had pon^
tained ?ny thing of that nature, it being well known that mer

curius corrofivus afcends fooner than mercurius dulcis ; whereas,
jhrough tta whole of the fublimation, what arofe \yas a pure
mercurius dulcis, exadly like that which isobrained in the com

mon manner, jdly, I have mixed this precipitate with, .one
fourth part of quickfilver and fublirned it, upon a fuppofition
that if it contained too much mercurius corrofivus it would be

able to» unite with more quickfilver ; but fofar was this fronj

being the cafe, that the qujckfilver was not diminilhed in v£i<,ht

by the experiment. Athiy, Ids known that cauftic alkalis and

lime-water give mercurius dulcis a black colour. The fame

thing happened with mine. sThe black colour isno other thaa

quickfilver.divided kito very Sue particles- .>-.,. ,.
.

.

'

That the procefs 1 have been defer ie> in.? is more advantage
ous than that which is ufually ^ad^pted,

*
cannot doubt ; be-»

caufe, in the firft place, this mercurius dulcis can .be prepared
with lefs difficulty, with lefsexpen.ee, and without employing
corrofive fublimate. ?dly, As there can be no danger of its ber

ing in any degree corrofive, provided it be fufficiently edulcora

ted, it may always be gived with fafety. idly, 'I lie operator is

riot expofed to that noxious duft which in the old method arifes

duting the trituration of the corrofive fublimate and quickfilver,

4thly,.This is much finer t-ian the common mercurius dulcis, ir.

being impofubie to'^make the Irtte.r e^ual to k in this refpedj
however long it may be triturated." ,

...-,,

Calomel thus prepared will prove excellent," not only for inter

nal, but efpecially for external ufe, either in po\Vder, or fuf-

pended in fiaiple water cr fome mucilaginous folution ; occafion^

ally alfo a drachm of it may 'remixed with four ounxei of lime-

water, under the name of lotio fyphilitica nigra,, to diftingulfh if

from the lotiofyphilitica fiava made with corrofive fublimate and

lime-water. Calomel, when y>eil prepared, muft give the lime-

water a black colour, is corrofive fublimate does a yellow. Dr„
m

Ward's white drop proves, in fome cafes, a valuable medi

cine. .
.

The calx hydrargyri vitriotata, commonly called iurpevh mi

neral, or mercurins imeticus flavus, is a medicine now very

little uf'-d, except by thoie who think a mercurial vomit^ pre-
ferableto one of tartar emetic or ipecacuanha, for curing 3

fwelled tefticle arifing from a venereal caufe. Sorte inftances

however I have feen, where ihis medicine, given daily in very

fmall dofes, effectually Kir.uvedr.ioft obftinate venereal complaint*
of the skin.

I comelaftlyto fpeak ofa medicine, which, fome time ago,

and even vet, is made «fe ofby many for ths cure c-f the lues ;
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I mean Plummets poivder or pills ; which, properly fpearking,
are not a mercurial preparation, but a mechanical mixture of

rrrercurius dulcis, and fulphur of antimony. I have already ob

ferved, that mercurius dulcis, when prepared by fublimation, is

a very different medicine in different countries and places ; that

it is therefore a medicine not to be depended upon : for this rea

fon, I never would advife any perfon, as well for his own fa-

tisfadion as that of hie patient, to truft to Plummer's pills for

curing the venereal difeafe. Plummer has compounded the ca

lomel with fulphur of antimony, probably for the purpofe
wiiicrfTtill feems to bj expeded by thofe who rnake ufe of this

composition, viz;, by means of the fulphur to prevent falivation,
and to dired the mercury to th* skin. This feems efpecially to

be th? defign iri cutaneous eruptions of the venereal kind. But

thoug.i this medicine may frnetim>s be effedual in refnoving
cataneous diforde'rs, I muft, from my own experience, as well

as from that of feveral other unprejudiced praditioners, pro
nounce it a very improper one for curing a Confirmed lues.- Re

peated inftances indeed have come under my obfervation, where
thefe pills having been taken for a confiderable time, have remo

ved the fymptoms for a time, Without effeding a radical cure ;

which are to me fufficient reafons for thinking it an unfafe me

dicine, and confequently that no praditioner ought to put con

fidence in it for the cure of the lues, When he Las a fafer one ih

his hands.

Whether crude mercury boiled With fimple water communi

cates to ic fomething of its qualities, and with what fuccef9

fuch a decodion might be adminiftered for curing venereal com

plaints, I am not able to fay. I have feen this decodion given
to children affeded with warms, in different parts of the conti

nent ; With what effed, I had no opportunity to afcertain : buc

I know of a dog in London who was radically cured of a moft

obftinate mange, for which a variety ofmedicines had been trisd

in vain, from the ufe of this decodion for his common drink.

IV. On Ptyalism or Salivation.

It has been a matter of controverfy, whether a confirmed

lues may be radically cured without falivation ; and though
there is now hardly any medical man who doubts of the poffibili-
ty of a perfed cure without it, there are ftill many who employ
falivation, not only forthe cure of the lues, but, in fome countries,
for that of the Gonorrhoea alfo. This mode of treatment, in

the former cafe, h ftill very much in vogue, in private prac
tice as well as in hofpitals, efpecially in France : in other

countries, it is alrrroft entirely confined to hofpitals*
Haw far this praftics of fajjyating fuch patients is justifiable,

5 *



IN PARTICULAR. ro7

in the former as well as in the latter cafe, Shall be the fubjed of

my prefent enquiry.
It has been the opinion ofmany,, and publicly afferted by Dr.

Friend, and even by feveral late writers, that a falivation is not

only neceffary to effed a radical cure, bwt alfo that the greater
the falivation'^ the more certain and effedual will Be the cure tj£
the lues, efpecially when the bones are affected.

I mufVconfcfs, I have always experienced the dired contrary.

Amongft" a great many patients ©f different ages, constitutions,
and climates, who have been under my care, I have: not only not
found one who required falivation, but I have, on the contrary,
conftantly obfi.-rved, that the greater the falivation. the lefs cer

tain aad effedual was the cure of the lues.* This is fo true, that

even the modern a'dvoeafcs for falivation unanimously conLfs,
that a ftrong falivation is hurtful, and'* that only a. gentle one

Should be raffed. Could I allow this to be right, I would ob

ferve, that to Stop, or even moderate, a falivation once begun,
is in many cafes more eafily faid than accomplished. This is of

ten entirely put of our power ; and it is yet one of the great de-

fideratain medicine, to know a fpecific remedy that will produce
fuch an effed. This isfo little in bur power, that I have feen

more than once patients carried off by falivation, (their ftrength
being totally exhausted) before it could be leffened or ftopt by
any remedy whatfoever. Others vvho did not fink entirely un

der it, remained languid from the evacuation, for months and

even years, and feveral f have feen die in aconfumption brought
on by fuch a courfe. Befides, a falivarion is not only very

troublefome to the patient, byfpitting day and night, and by ,

filling the room with a very difagreeable fmell ; but frequently .

alfo produces painful ulcers in the mouth, fauces, &cc. which,
if not taken care of in time, or being miftaken for venereal ones,

by continuing the ufe of mercury, become more ^dangerous than. .

the venereal difeafe itfelf.

It may feem furprifingj therefore, how fuch a dangerous me

thod of attempting th'e cure of the venereal difeafe as that by fa- .

livation fliouU ftill be retained and pradifed in fome hofpitals.
The three following reafons, indeed, I have heard alledped* i.

To confine the patients with the gonorrhoea or lues to the room,

and to prevent them from getting a frefh infedion before they ares

cured of the firft. 2. To get rid of fuch poor patients in a month

or five weeks, in order to take others in thefr place into the hof-

pital, who are treated and fent away, in the fame manner. 3.

Becaufe many of the lower clafs of people hav3 an unhappy pre

judice in favor of this method, and imagine they cannot be radi

cally cured without what they call a good and continued Jahva-
ron. To me, however, thefe reafons appear wholly infuffici-

enr, To prevent the patients from getting a ircfli infedion, bet-
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Ter means might be eafily found,out. With regard to the fecond

point, I thinH'it more reafonable and more humane' to cure a*

fmailer number of patients radically without falivation, even

though a longer time Should be taken up in the cure, than to re

lieve the complaints of a great number iu a Short "time by fuch an

uncertain," troublefome, and fometimes dangerous method.
'

"We'

may add to this, 'th^t experience daily fhows, that a number of

thofe patients who' feem to be cured by the ceffatiorf of the

fymptoms 'during falivation, very frequently' return in a (hcttt
time to the hofpital with the fame fymptoms they were affeded
with before, or find themfelves ebliged to feek affiftance fome-

where elfe, "at the fame time that they folemnly prote'ft againft
their having received a hew infection. The third reafon'alledgedf
In favor of falivation is the werft of all. 1 am of 'opinion., that
no perfon of integrity, whp pradifes medicine, Should ever com

ply with the prejudices of his patients when they may be hurtful.

to them, or when he knows that by a contrary method he is

able to cure them with greater certainty and fafety. Befides, it
Will bean'eafy matter for a phyfician or furgeon, who knows

how to gainthe confidence of his patient, to convince him of

the folly of fuch, prejudices.' Salivation, therefore, being, iri

my opinion, an exceptionable method of cure in any circumftan*1
ces whatever, I think It, in all cafes, moft prudent to avoid it,

or, if prefent, to moderate and remove i: as quickly and fpeedi-
ly as pofiible.

"•
"

The method of preventing a falivation I have laid down above,
when fpeakirig on mercurial fridions. The means to be ufed,

for this purpofe arefhortly the following : i. A careful admini

stration of mercury both as to its preparation and dofe. 2. The

avoiding coid or daqp air,* efpecially at night. 5. The ufe of

Warm cloaths ; or, in a cold damp feafon or climate, the con

stant wearing of flannel next the skin. 4. The repeated, ufe of

>tatrm baths, and the internal life of diaphoretic or diuretic de-

codions along with the mercury. 5. The avoiding' too hot

rooms and confined air. 6. Covering the neck and head but ve

ry flightly day or night. 7. taking a dofe ofgentle cooling phy
fic, and intermitting the ufe of the mercury as foon as the breath

and teeth'begin to be affeded. 8: If the patient is not of a phlo-
giftic habit of body, a free diet, with the moderate ufe ofwine,
is to be ordered, rather than a low one. Smoaking tobacco

Should alfo be avoided, durisg a courfe ofmercurials, by thofe
who are accuftoraed roit.

It is alfo to be obferved, that, in general, a falivation will
take place more readily under the ufe of acrid mercurial prepa
rations, and in a cold and damp feafon or climate; that fome
conftitutions are more difpofed to it than others ; and that par

ticularly thofe who have prevsovi.ly takea mercury are often rea-

ttr
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dy to fall into a falivation by ufing the fmalleft dofe, though^
perhaps in the former difeafe they felt no fuch effed from the ufe

of it.
'

A variety of medicines given feparately, or combined with

the mercury, have been likewife recommended for preventing it

from affeding the mouth, as well as for checking a falivation af

ter it has taken place. The principal of thefe are fulphur, ful

phur of antimony, camphire, the Peruvian bark, andiron. By
a careful attention, howevr, to the foregoing rules, I think ic

is in general not very difficult tp avoid a fulivarion, without

having recourfe to any of thefe remedies ; efpecially as I have

feen fome of them repeatedly applied by others without fuccefs.

V? ith regard to the latter point, viz. the abating and removing
a falivation when once began, it is fometimes a very difficult

matter: the following method, however, with an exadobferv-

ince of the rules above mentioned, will frequently be anended

with fuccefs.

As^oon as the patient feels his mouth, affeded, he ought to
leave off the ufe of mercury, and keep within doors, in a mode

rate warm room* if the feafon be cold. If his ftrength and con

stitution will allow, w>;may adminifter him a gentle laxative;
but fhould be careful about prefcribinr purgatives, becaufe they
often will bring on a diarrhoea, which we fhali find fometimes

great difficulty to Stop, and which may prove dangerous in its

Confequences. If he can be^r ir, he fnculd alfo, for fnur or five

a*ays, be placed every evening in a v\ arm bath, rubbing hisbo-

dy in the mean time with a fk-fh-brufh cr piece of flannel ; and

when he comes out of the bath, he muft again drefs himfelf im

mediately in flannel cloaths. If phtogiftic fymptoms occur, he

Should be confined to a low diet, and drink barley-water or any
Other mucilaginous decodion ; but if his ftrength is very much

reduced, a, good nourifhing diet, together with 'the ufe ofwin?,
a'n infufioa of Peruvian bark, or guaftia wood, in wine or cin-

riamon-water, and the free country air, are certainly more pro

per. If the air is dry, he fhould not confine himfelf to his

room, but go abroad a little, unlefs it be very cold.' When

the falivary dud? are very much relaxed, and the Cpitting con

tinues undiminished, an aftringent gargle may. with proper

precautions, be prefcribed. It may be made of the decociionof

Peruvian bark, or of the cortex falicis alboz, in red wine or in

water; to which, according to circuipftances, may be added

fome tindure of gum-lac or of myrrh. Common fulphu* may al

fo be given occafionally, either aloneor joined with
fome cooling

purgatives. The fulphur of antimony has been recommended in

fuch cafes as a diaphoretic. An eminent phyfeian has recommend

ed for this purpofe the aurumfulminans, given every ciay from

three to five grains, as a very efficacious medicine ; but a* I have

%.. ■
■ <:

never



xio W H Y SOME CASES

rjever had occafion to try this remedy myfelf, I am unable to fay
whether this advice isfouTtded on experience, or only on a theo

ry derived fron the chemical affinity or attradion between mer

cury and gold. In an obftinate ptyalifm, a blifter, feton, or
iffie, in the neck, or the: volatile liniment applied t» thethroatj
fometimes proves ferviceable; and in dofp'crate cafes we

might alfo try the effect of repeatedly pouring cold water over

the head and face, lettin? the patient fit in the mean 'time withj
the reft ofihe body immcrfeci in a warm barh.

• CHAP, XIV.

Of the- Reafons why certain Venereal Coivs-

PLAtflTS da not yield to M, e R c u r y.

THE
reafons pradical obfervations have fuggefted ro me why

mercury fometimes fails in curing venereal complaincs, de

pend on the following caufes : viz- i. On mercury and its pre

parations. 2. On the method of exhibiting them, internally
as well as externally. 3. On the greater or lefs irritability or

constitutional ftrength of the patient, or fome faults committed''

by the fame. 4. On the nature of the difeafe itfelf I Shall

treat of them in order.

Since the ufe of mercurial ointment in fridions, the firft and

only method made ufe of in the fifteenth century, feveral other

preparations, both for internal and external ufjf, have been difco
vered and tried, with a view to cure venereal complaints which
would not yield to fridions, or to remove the difeafe morefpeedir
ly or in a more convenient manner. I Shall avoid making here

any refledions on the preference either of thofe methods claim

over the reft ; and Shall confine myfelf entirely to the reafons

why mercurial fridions, as well as other preparations of mercu

ry fometimes prove inaffedual for removing fome venereal corn-

plaints, having offered fome obfervations on thefe preparations
before.

I have feen a variery of perfons affeded with gleets, fhancres,
pains and caries of the bones, cutaneous eruptions, herpes,' ul
cerations of the nofe, throat, 8cc. condylomatous or verrucous

excref<;ences in different parts of the body, but efpecially about

the anus and pudenda, which feemed obftinately to refift the ef

feds ofmercury ; and which, fo far from being removed after

a copious and difagreeable falivation, were rather increafed by ir,
and, when removed, often returned again fhortly afterwards.
After a careful inquiry, I found that the caufes of this dif

ficulty
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ficirlty were very, often to be fought for in the medicine itfelf ^

being owing, either, i. To, its. Lying badly prepared, or ill fit

ted for curing the difeafe.
.

2. To i«,s nc: being given in fuffici-

ent quantity, or continued for a i'ufneient length of time. 2,

To its being administered in too great, a quantity, and by that

mean's exciting a falivation, fweats, and purging, without de

stroying the venereal virus in the body ; or, Iaftly, To its being
mixed with other fubftances, fo as to render it inefficacious.

The great point in curing the venereal difeafe by mercury,

being to introduce fuch a quantity or it into the habit asfhall be

fuftkient totally to eradicate the venereal poifon, i: is evident

tnat medicines unskilfully or negligently prepared, may have ths ■

worft effeds. Thus, for example, if fublimate is mixed with

arfenic in order to render it whiter, and give fc the better ap

pearance, or If mercury is combined with fubftances incapabk
of holding it fufpended, or if, when mads into pills, it is not

fufficiently triturated fo as to be equally divided, its effeds can

not but be precarious. In the latter cafe one pill may contaiu

three or more grains of mercury ; and another o-!y one grain,
of perhaps none at all ; and when thhis the cafe*, the latter will

have no effed, while from the former the patient may ex-

petiOicea violent griping and purp'ur^
Here we may obferve, that a mercurial preparation is always

ill fitted for the purpofe, whenever it is incap.ible of entering
into the habit, or if, when it has entered the circulation, it ex

cites a falivation before it has defhoyui the virus ; for it is er-

toneous to believe that by falivation ail the poifon is carried .if,

and the difeafe by that means radically cured, juft the contrary

to this being the cafe. Ir is tine, that if a falivaticn i> r;u>:ght

on, the patient will often find all his fymptoms difappear, and

of courfe be indue.: i to think himfelf cured ; but fome month..,

and fometimes only a few weeks afterwards, the eomplaincs-

Will, in many cafes, return again with increafed violence. I

do not deny, however, but that the difeafs, efpecially if flight,

may by this means be radically cured: but I maintain, ftoz)
re

peated obfervation* ia piivate as well as hofpiul pradice, that

the praditioner can never be certain of the r.-^i cure ; and of

cOurfethat the cures effededby falivation are nor only douottul,

but oftentimes altogether ineff dual. -.But upon this fubjed
I had

occafibn to treat more fully in the foregoing chapter Of f:f-li'
rial Preparations in Partiuclar, aud under the head cf hativa-

tion.
,

The principal remark to be made here is, that to cure our pa

tients well and radically, no praditioner who has their welfare

at heart, and who does not admi .liter his medicines at randor,

Will ever make ufe of any mercurial preparation or compolt -xoa

whichhehwnot prepared hifflfdr, or at
leaft taltw

c*™£
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prepared by fome one on whofe integrity and care he can rely.
The repeated difappointmenrs I have experienced myfelf, and

which I have feen happen to others, have rendered me fcrupu-

loufly exad on this head.

We Should likewife be careful not to make ufe of mercurials

combined with other medicines, becaufe they not only difap-

Foint
us, but often render the cure more tedious and precarious.

have feen repeated inftances of this with Plummet's pills ; and

have haard the fame remarkipade by others who were attentive

and eminent praditionersi
We ou^ht never to give acrid preparations of mercury, when

we caa effed a cure with mild ones. The dreadful effeds I have

repeatedly been an eye-witriefs to from remedies of this fort, ef

pecially from the corrofive fublimate, oblige me to inculcate this

caution with the greater warmth. The conftant effeds of fueh

acrid compositions, efpecially in delicate habits, are pains in the
Stomach and bowels, lofs of appetite, violent gripings, diar

rhoeas, and fometimes dangerous cholics ; or, if they enter into

the circulation, they will excite fpitting of blood, convulsions,
nervous fevers, and other complaints, more baneful even than

that they were intended to eradicate; or elfe they will perhaps!
excite a Salivation, and ofcourfe prevent them from being conti

nued to complete the cure. Ifwe fometimes administer them, as

may now and then be requisite in cutaneous or deep-feated vene

real complaints, We Should carefully confider the habit of the

patient ; and if that will admit of them, Should begin with very
fmall dofes, in order to avoid the above mentioned fymptoms;
particularly the diarrhoea ; for when that takes place, the mer

cury, inftead ofentering into the mafs, will be carried off by
ftool, and of courfe occafion trouble and pain to the patient,
Without affording him any relief. In general,1 therefore, we

fhould be careful in the choice and administration of mercuiial

preparations ; we Should find out, in every cafe, that prepara
tion which feems beft to agree with the conftitution, and never

infift obstinately on th@ ufe of a preparation or dofewhich excites"

bad fymptoms in the body : we Should not imitate the example
of thofe quacks whofe knowledge confift entirely in a noftrum,
which the give indifcriminately to all their patients, for every
kind of venereat complaint, and pronounce their patients cured

as foon as the fymptoms of the diforder have difappeared ; to

which affertion credit is the more readily given, as moft young
men diflike-to be conft rained or confined to a courfe of medicines

fdr a length of time. Thus theywill now and then cure a pati
ent; hut in the mean time, ruin the constitution of many, and

commonly render the difeafe more obftinate and inveterate for

the future. The poifon indeed remains latent for weeks, months,
or fometimei^yeri for years ^ but fhsn it break* eucwith re-

d.owblel
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doubled rage and violence, and not ursfrequently produces fymp
toms and difeafes, the nature of which, efpecially in women,

We muft only guefs at, andwhich, in that ftate, fometimes baf
fle the skill of the moft able phyfician ; for venereal complaints,
the older they are, the more obftinate they prove agaiaft the

power of mercury.
I come now to the third point, why mercury fails fometimes

in curing the lues, viz. on account of the conftitution of the pa
tient. We fometimes meet with patients, efpecially among the

female fex, or fuch as have taken mercury for former venereal

complaints, whole conftitution is now fo irritable, that, after
the administration of a few grains or fridions, they are either

affeded with a nervous fever, fpafms, head-ach, or they very

readily fall into a falivation, on the fecond or third day. In,

thefe conftitutions we ought to be peculiarly careful to find out

the preparation and dofe beft adiptea to them. The Peruvian

bark, or fome other vegetable tonic, is here fometimes adminis

tered with mercury to great advantage. If wenegled thefe pre

cautions, indeed, many patients of this kind will be fufferers

for life, without etfer being cured radically. There is one re

mark to be made here, to which in general little attention has

been hitherto paid. Moft writers and practitioners confine their
Venereal patients under a mercurial courfe, without any dif

tindion, to a low diet, as well with regard to eating as drink

ing. This rule is however a very improper one, when generally

applied. Such a diet will be very proper for Strong, vigorous
conftitutions; but, for weak, delicate, or irritable ones, it will

fometimes be extremely improper, A full diet, with the mode

rate ufe of wine, ought to be allowed them ; otherwife mercury

will produce no effeds upon the poifon, though very difagreeable
ones upon the conftitution. The warm bath will fometimes much

ailift in thefe cafes. Nature readily co-operates with mercury in

fome conftitutions ; whereas in others it does but little, or act*

ilowly, and with diffitulty. Butbefide? this peculiarity in ths

conftitution, we often obferve, that patients render their com

plaints complicated and obftinate, by attempting to cure them

felves, or by applying to quacks or unskilful perlons in the art of

healing. They frequently alfo hurt themfelves by negied of

diet, or by not making ufe of the medicines in the manner pre

fcribed, or by nor continuing the fame long enough, but leav

ing off as foon as the fymptoms difappear, by expofing them

felves imprudently to the damp and cold atmofphere, efpecially

atnight, or by becoming impatient and growing inconftant, go

ing from one phyfician to another, making ufe for fome days or

weeks, of one medicine, and then of another. By all inele

different circumftances, venereal complaints arc fometimes ren

dered extremely obftinate. p

t
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On'account of the diforder itfelf, mercury fometimes faife,

When the patient, by a previous largeofimprudentufeof mercu

ry, can hardly bear a few grains or a few- "fridions without fa

livation: in this cafe, if we leave off thetife of mercury, our

patient will not get ridof his diforder;
and if We -continue it.

We are fure to bring on a troublefome ptyalifm, which will Iaft

fometimes for weeks or months, expofing the patient to dange

rous confequences, andpften'Ieaving the principal .drlorcjfcr un-

cured. What may be dbne in thefe circumftances, 1 have hinted

ia feveral places of the foregoing chapters. But we are by far

more frequently difappointed itl our expectations fr<5m mercury,

by mistaking the nature of the diforder ; by judging thofe com

plaints venereal, which often are owing either to the effeds of

mercury, or to a ftate of the diforder, which, though originally

irifing from the venereal virus, has degenerated either by. time

or other caufes into a difeaffofaquite different nature, for which

mercurv is not only no antidote, but a real poifon. Of theft

Complaints we have fpokea already, and Shall fpeak furthii

hereafter.

CHAP. XV.

On other R* m h d 1 1 s recommended for curing the Lues.

B
ESIDESthe mercurial fridions, the- fumigations, and the in-

r ternal ufe of the different mercurial preparations, a variety

of other medicines has been recommended, either to cure the dif

ferent venereal complaints without mercury,
or to aflift mercury

in its operation ; and as there are many inftances of the mercury

failing, or expofing the patients to difagreeable confequences, a

remedy has been fought for, Which, without having any of the

noxious qualities of mercury, might have all its powerful and

good ones. Moft of the quack medicines, fold and P/aifed
as

preparations from the vegetable kingdom for thu purpofe, I have

been at pains to analyfe, and have found them Co be nothing but

one or other mercurial preparation difguifed. Several o'her re

medies have been recommended as fuccedaneums for mercury, for

the cure of the venereal difeafe, which, we
are told, have been

made ufe of for this purpofe with fuccefs, before mercury was

employed ; and are, we are credibly informed, made ufe of

even at this tim-, without any mercurial, with the belt effect,

in South as well as in North-America, for curing the venereal

difeafe radically. Such of them as I have feen made ufe of fof

jhsfamefurpvfc in Europe, have,, ia every iogvrce lUeaft that
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came under my infpedion, never been attended with th^ defired^
effed ; and I have never feen one in'ftance of a confirmed pox cu

red by them. Sorpe of them, however, are worthy our atttnti->

cm, and certainly deferye a fairer trial than has hitherto been

made to afcertain their power, efpecialjy fuch as are recom-*

mended by men of knowledge and-obfervation. The root of the
Lobelia fyphilitica, which, as we are inftruded by Dr. Ka.'m,
and afterwards more exadly by Mr. Baitram*, the inhabitants
ofNorth-America cure the venereal difeafe as effedually and ra

dically as we do with mercury. .They take a. handful of :h$

frefh, or (which he fays is betterj) dried plant; they waSh it,
and boil it in a gallon and a half 9!"water ; of which decodion

the patient drii\k\ everyday, if his conftitution will fufftr it, a

quart in the beginning, gradually augmenting the dofe, till he

San no longer bear the purging excitecj.byjt ; then he leaves it
off for a day or two, and, if neceffary, conrinyejr again til! he,
find* himfelf perfedly well, which islor the moft part in a fort

night. If there are any external diforders, they wafh the affed-»

ed parts with the fajne decoction—If the difeafe is very obfti

nate, they mix with the lobelia, the rcot of the Ranunculus

abortivus, but in a fmall quantity on account of its acrimony.
In order to heal up the venereal ulcers, they dry the root of Ccum

niyafe, and fp tinkle its powdtr upon them. They alfo curg

deep and putrid ulcers, by jnfperfiqn pi the interior ba'ik of the

Qetnothus Americanu-s. A decodion of the ftipite? of the SoIa-
num dulcamara, and likewife the root of the Dajihne mezcre-.

um and farfaparilla, have been of late much recommended in ob

ftinate venereal complaints either in fubftance or in a decodion ;

but how far their operation fucceeds without the pievious uf<*.

of mercury, is not yet afceitained.

InSouthAmerica,and in "theWeft-indies, a decodionof rhe woods
of guaiac, faffafras, &c. is praifed as a remedy, with which

alone the moft confirmed lues may be eafily cured. It may be

that they remove venereal complain tv between the tropics, and

in the warmer climates of our globe ; but in Europe I have feen

them fometimes prove hurtful, producing profufe fweats.,

hsmoptyfi:, confumptions,, 8ec. in delicate and thin habits, an J

I never Saw any one cafe wiiere they affeded a radical cure.

The following complicated prefcriptions, we have, been told, is

made ufe of with great fuccefs in Brazil and Portugal,, and ;,->

other ■

$ The Utter a* horadyife* ih« p«ticnc 10 cake two gills ot this atcodum

ihreetimesa day, on anempiy Uamach,
and au^mrnt the dofe accusing to
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other countries, under the name of the Decoclum Lufitanicum.t
or LiSbon diet-drink. R Rad Sarfaparill&, Santali albi et m-

bri, of each three ounces ; GlycirrhizdS, Mezerei, of each half

an ounce; ligni Rhodii, Guajaci, Sa(fafras, of each one ounce ;

Crude Antimony five ounces i ten pounds ofboiling water is to,

oe poured upon thefe, and remain for twenty-four hours, then

to be boiled to five pounds. Of this, Strained off, the patient
ought to t,ake from three pints to two quarts a-day. But how

far all thefe medicines, as I have faid before, ad without mer

cury, is yet very uncertain. The difeafe is certainly eafier cured

in warm climates, when well treated, than in cold ones. As;
to the remedies whichwe every day fee recommended by quacks,'
and pretenders to ferrets, as not confifting of mercury, and cur

ing the venereal difeafe radically, they are, for the moft part, as I

have mentioned before, fome mercurial preparation difguifed i
and I think it fortunate enough for the patients if they prove on.-'

fy ufelefs to thera.

C H A P. XVI.

On particular Venereal Complaints whi^h re?

quire a peculiar method of Cure.

I. On the Venereal Opthaimia.

THERE
are two distinct fpecies of venereal opthaimia. Tha

one feems to be rather of a chronic kind, comes on gradu
ally, and arifes from a tainted mafs. The other is the moft acute,

violent, and dangerous of any opthaimia I know of : it comes

on fuddenly, and owes its origin, as far as I have been able to

obferve, to a fudden repulfion of a recent venereal gonorrhoea i
fee Venereal Gonorrhoea.

I have feen three inftances of this dreadful diforder, of which

every one proved fatal to the fight of the fufferer. In two cafes,
both eyes were affeded with blindnefs ; in the third, one was

affected immediately, but feveral years afterwards the fight of the
other was alfo loft, and as it feemed without any apparent caufe,
All old praditioners with whom I have converted about this

dreadful complaint, and who have obferved it feveral times jn
their pradice, wereof opinion that it originated from a repelled
recent gonorrhoea, by w7ay of metaftafis. In thefe three cafes

which I juft mentioned, the difeafe was certainly accompanied
with a fuppreflon of the clap : but whether that fuppreflion was

th« caufe of the opthalmy, I was not able to determine with

\ certainty •,
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certainty ; and am much lefs capable to account for fuch a me-

taftafis, though we know that a very great connedion fubfifls be«
tween the eyes and th.e parts of generation.
But whatever may be the caufe of thefe opthalmies, the fafi

is this : In the three inftances which came under my obfervation,
the difeafe arofe in a cold climate in winter, after the patients
affeded with a recent clap, were expofed to vroknt cold in thp

ppen air. None of them had ever" had any complaint in, tLs

eyes before. The difcharge from the urethra was evidently di-

minilhed or abolished. In the mean while, a difcharge of a pu-«

jiform matter of a yellowish green colour, refembling that of a

clap, took place from the eyes, with the moft excruciarin; painsL
\vhich were rendered unfupportable on the leaft application of

light. The fame matter which ran out of th,-' eyes, feemed, as,

far it was poflible to fee by forcing up the eye-lid, to be extra-

vafated in the whole anterior chamber of the eye, aad, as it

were, infiltrated between the lamellas of the cornea tranfpat ens-
All remedies which were applied proved ineffedual, and perpe

tual blindnefs was the confequence.
As cafes of this kind may be inftrufU;;e, I (hall tranfciibe onq

of them from ray Medical Journal. The patient, a young maa

of a Strong dark complexion, of twenty- nine years of age, a cap
tain in the army, was ordered on guard in the month of Janu ■

v..

whilft he was afaided with a violent gonorrhoea, bnrorrunate—

\y the day was exceffive cold, and he was by duty much enpo-

Ted to the open air all day and the evening : in the night he fount*
himfelf at once aflided in both eyes with the moft excruci ring

pain, and intolerance of the fmalleft degree of light ; which

were accompanied next day wirh a difcharge of puriform mattes

from both eyes. \Jpon infpedion, the ulbuginea was inflamed,

and very much fwelled. The phyfician who was called, appli
ed, befides the common remedies, fuch as bleedings, purgatives,
ice. a fomentation of hemlock. On the third day, upon a clofe^

examination, the cornea was found entirely opaque, and an hy

popyon formed ; no ulceration appeared. The ufe of hemlock

was ordered to be continued. Some days after, the inflammati

on and running abated ; but the cornea remained opaque, feem

ed to be very much thickened, and the patient remained p.r-

fedly blind. In "this patient, I clearly faw the arteries of tha

cornea tranfparens, coming from the albugiena, inflamed, and fo

filled with red blood, as if injeded like an anatomical prepara

tion, even fo far back as in the fifth week of the diforder,

In none of thefe three cafes were remedies applied by the prac

titioners to reftore the running of the clap, nor was there aa in

cifion made into the cornea to difcharge the extravafated mat

ter : The only two remedies from
which I would exped a

.jy
ef

ficacious relief in fuch aa ophihalroy, befides the ^] ^*dj

s_
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topical evacuations by purgatives, leeches, blifters,, &e. why
the internal and external ufe ofmercury.
I was once inclined to believe, that thjs kind of ophthalmia,

does perhaps arife from uncleanli nefs, when the patient affeded
with a clap, or fhancres in the genitals, touches thofe parts, and

afterwaids, without wafting the hands immediately, touches his

eyes. I have certainly feen ophthalmies, and venereal ulcers of^
the eye-lids, noftrils, lips, more than once arifing from fuch,
careleffnefs : but in thefe cafes I have never obferved an inflam

mation but in one eye, and it never was fo violent as the kind.

juft mentioned;.; but rather, like the ophthalmies arifing from a,

tainted mafs, gave way to the topical application of the blue.

ointment, which, together with the int'ernal ufe of mercury,
is indeed, the Sovereign remedy in feme ophthajmies.
The chronic venereal ophthalmies arifing from a tainted mafs,

prove in many cafes extremely obftinate for wee^ks and months.

they require a regular mercurial courfe, efpecially with fublimate .

if the patient can bear it ; repeated purgings ; and in fome ca

fes, efpecially if the eye-lid be the affeded part, the external ufe-.
of the mercunaloiniment, or what is, according to the obferva

tions ofDr. Cullen, more preferable, the citrine ointment ruh»

bed down with double the quantity of hog's lard, in order to

render it lefs acrid. Laudanum dropped into the affeded eye*.

gives fometimes the moft evident relief. Bathing the eye with a

weak folution of fublimate four or fix times a-day is likewiff .

ferviceable.

II. On Venereal Deafness.
»

I have feen feveral inftances where deafnefs and violent paia
of the ear were brought on by venereal ulcers affeding theorifice,
of the Kuftachian tube in the fauces. But 1 have met with one;

inftance, where a perfed deafnefs was the confequence of a vi-
olenr gonorrhoea being ftopped by the internal ufe of turpentine,
The patient faid he had no fhancres, nor ever any other venereal

complaint before.

III. On Venereal Sore Throat.

Veneheal fore throats, as well as venereal ulcers of the

mouth and fauces, Should, as I mentioned above, be carefully
diftinguifhed from fcorbutic ones, or from thofe originating from

faliva rendered acrid by mercury ; and more efpecially from

thofe which, though really venereal in their origin, have now.

changed their nature, and acquired quite a different charafter;
as we, by continuing the ufe ofmercury* may materially, and

perhaps
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perhaps irrecoverably, hurt the patient- Judgment, derived
from pradice, will be the only fure guide in that cafe. Deep
ulcers covered with a white lardaceous cruft, and confined by a

hard elevated border, WKh a itrohgrednefs round about thcBi,
will, I think, feldom miflead if they are treated as venereal.
Venereal ulcers in the throat areforoetimes feated fo low down,
and fideways, that we do not eafily difcover them at firft fight,
and thence We rhay fometimes be led to miftake the nature of the
diforder. An account of the following cafes may pesrhaps be
nfeful to forrie you-g praditioner;.
A gentleman ofa ftrong, plethoric conftitution, fifty. five years

of age, was affeded with a fore throat and fever. The phyfici
an, after examining his throat and pulfe, ordered bleeding, wiito

an antiphlogiftic gargle and purge ; when the difeafe not abating,
eight days after, another praditioner was called, who repeated
bleeding, purging, and ordered a different gargle, from the ufe
6f which the patient found himfelf better. At the. expiration
of feven weeks, when he felt, as he expreffed himfelf, the difc

eafe was not quite gone, I was confulted. After the former pre
fcriptions were fheWn to me, I examined his throat ; and thoagh
I could not difcover any ulcer, told him I fufpeded a venereal
caufe ; which he hardly would agree to, relating to me that he

had no venereal complaint thefe many years paft, and that Since

that time he had enjoyed the molt perfect ftate of health. I &e-

fircd to exarnine his throat once more ; which he readily compli
ed with, though he was one of thofe psrfons who with the

greateft difficulty can let thsir throat be examined : with a wax

candle in one hand, and depreffing the root of the tongue by,
means of a large fpatula as much as poffible with the other, I
difcovered vety low down on the right fide, a deep but fmall ve-7
riereal ulcer, which had efcaped my fight at firft, and would

bow have done fo if I had nit examined the throat with fuch

peculiar cure. Upon my telling him the; evident caufe of his

4iforder, my advice was complied with ; and after the internal

ufe of mercury for eight days, his fore throat was perfedly gone^

and by continuing It a month longer a radical cure obtained.

The other patient was a lady of rink. She had but firft felt a

flight difficulty id fwallowing within a few days, which b*ing

frofty She afcrjbed it to a cold. I immediately, upon infpedioiv
difcovered the caufe of the diforder ;. and as women have always
a right to the greateft delicacy and Secrecy of a phyfician, with

out asking her any queftions, I ordered het to keep her throat

Warm, andpromifed to ferid her fome medicine which would ra-

Iieve her in a few days ; and it was afterwards, under another

form and pretence, ordered tcfrbe continued for a few weeks loa-

ger, till I thought her perfe&Iy fafe.

i»ft fMaimer, I was coafulted at Pari*, by a young gentleman
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of about 28 years of age, about a fore throat for which he had
taken advice and medicine already, for the fpace of three weeks,
without any relief. I told him, that, from the very appearance
of his face and eyes, I fufpeded quite a different caufe of his dis

order than he and his attendants had hitherto imagined ; which

indeed was moft evidently confirmed by a large venereal ulcer,
which upon infpedion I found feated very low down behind the

velum. He then gave me the following account. That he had

been affeded with a violent gonorrhoea two years ago when he

was at Venice, which for a particular reafon he had wifhed to

be r?moved or ftopped as foon as poffible ; that, for this purpcfe,
be was recommended by a friend of his, to a furgeon who was

in poffeffion of^an injedion which had that infallible effed. That

this furgeon complied with his defire, though with reludance J

and foretold him, thatfometime after being cured thus haftily, by
his injedion, the venereal difeafe would break but in fome other

part of thebody : alluring him that he had feen the fame effed

from the fame remedy, happen in feveral other patients who ap-

plid to him in the fame manner he did. That he negleded this

caution ; that the running was perfedly ftopped in 48 hours ;

*and that he had never thought more about it, having been per

fectly free ftom venereal as well as any other diforder ever fince.

This cafe was to trie a very inftrudive one. Firft, it Shows how

long the venereal poifon lies fometimes concealed in the mafs,
without producing any fenfible efTedss And fecondly, it evident

ly confirms what I have afferted above, that the poifon of the

gonorrhoea is the very fame wirh that of the fyphilis ; and that,
if abforbed into the mafs, it produces therefore the fame effeds.

But Iaftly, it alfo Shows, which I could not have expeded a pri
ori, that a recent venereal gonorrhoea may fometimes be ftopped
or repelled, without producing fwelled tefticles, ifchury, Stric

tures, or other immediate effeds in tne mafs.

Venereal ulcers of the throat require fometimes befides a courfe
of mercury, likewife topical applications; fuch as an injedion
or gargle made of a folution of fublimate, mixed according to

circumftances with the tindureof roaftich, 8cc.—But if the ul

cers are owing to the acrimony of the faliva, they ought to be

feept conftantly clean, and mercury fhould be difcontinued. If

they owe their origin neitfter to the one nor to the other of the

caufes juft mentioned, but are of that peculiar nature defcribed
above under the head of Venereal Ulcers, they require, inftead
of mercury, the ufe of powerful tonic medicines externally as

weM as internally*

m
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IV. On Ven'ereal Complaints of the Skin.

Cutaneous diforders of a venereal nature, fuch as venereal

tetters, venereaj fcald-head, venereal leprofy, See. are often ve

ry obftinate. St is in .thefe complaints properly, where the fo

lution of fublimate, given infernally, proves often excellent ;

and I think I have obferved, that it often cffedual'y removesthe

difeafe of the skin, without removing radically tne lues: This

at leaft 1 affert with regard _

to colder climates ; as to warmer

climates, I know certainly many patients who have been radi

cally cured of the fyphilis by the fublimate alone.

Befides the internal ufe of the fublimate-, warm baths made

with a decodion of bran, in every gallon of which half a drachm

of fublimate is to be diiTolvedy gently rubbing at the fame tima

the affeded part, hav fometinKs proved to me very ufeful. For

moreconfirmed venereal complaints of the.sl.ir, the topical ap

plication of a folution of fublimate, the citrine ointment Some

times alone and fometimes with the addition of the faturnine, have

fueceeded with me in a.herpes, tim.a, &c. where all other re

medies proved ineffedual. .The decoct um, Lufiranicum, the de

codion of. thi ftipites dulcamara", of the mezereum root and

efpecially that of the lobelia fyphi! uca- deferve, for thefe as

well as other obftinate and inveterate venereal complaints, in

my opinion, a much greater attention than, is ufually paid to

them, i have feen a moft obftinate and inveteiate difeafe of the

skin of a venereal nature cured by a folution of turpeth mineral

in fmall dofes, where all other remedies failed. Some phyficians

pretend to have ften great fuccefs alfo from arfenic ; but I never

tried this latter, nor have I ever a mind to try it.

V. On Venereal Excrescences.

Venereal excrefcences on the furface of the skin, known

by the different names condylomata, ficus, marij-:a, warts,
tu

bercles, 8cc arife either from an original infection, in which

cafe we confider them as a local difeafe, and prefcribe local re

medies ; or they originate from a tainted mafs, which indeed is

more frequently the cafe, and then a full mercurial courfe will

make them difappear, fometimes without any
external applica

tion. But frequently extena! remedies are likewife requifire.

Cauftics have been recommended for that purpofe : but I never

Taw them produce any falurary effeds; on the contrary, ofterj
very bad ones. Excifion has been likewife recommended, and

is fometimes neceffary; but I have fee;; feveral inftances u hen,

after thefe excrefcences
had been eut out repeatedly, even attef

a full courfe ofmercurials, they grew again and again,
lome-

i!ol!;.o»IaWfi«l^theyQWcrc
at C.ft.- To

prevent
rid,
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regeneration, -feveral remedies have been propofed, of which,
in all obftinate cafes that have come under my obfervation, I

have obferved but two or three which were administered with

fuccefs, after the mafs had been previoufly perfedly purified.
The one confifts in mercurial fumigations ; the other in the ap

plication of the powder of the juniperus fubina, L. either by
itfelf in the* form of a powder, or mixed with red precipitate ift

the form of anointment- A liquor has been lately propofed by
my fiiend Mr. Flenck, which confifts of fpirits of wineand vi

negar each an-ounce and a half, corrofive fublimate one drachm,
alum, camphire, and ceruffa, each half a drachm, under the

name of Aqua caufuca pro condylomatibus, and from which,

applied twice a day with a hair-pencil, he affirms to have feen

ihe beft effed. I have tried it feveral times, and found it anfwel

extremelyWeH. In cafes where a great number of fmall Warts

had fpru»g up about the genitals, the folution of fublimate in

fimple wa^er or lime water I have obferved fometimes to fucceed

perfedly well. If warts have a fmall bafis, and are but few in

number, the beft remedy isa ligature made tighter every day.—

I havG feen a man with feveral hundred little warts upon that

part of the chin where the beard grows, and understood his dif

eafe to be owing to an ill-treated venereal coroplainti

VI. On Venereal Weakness, or Impotence*

This complaint, though not dangerous, is very alarming, and
renders the mind of the patient extremely uneafy. I have re

peatedly obferved it ; but in a particular manner in one patient,
who feveral months before he had been affeded with a violent

clap ; of which at Iaft he was cured, after having undergone a

tedious and very improper treatment. The only remaining
fymptom w^s now a total inability and waatof defireof venery,

,
"which rendered him extremely lew-fpirired. On confulting me,
I judged the complaint to proceed from the venereal poifon lurk

ing in the body, and prefcribed him a mercurial courfe, and af

terwards fome tonic medicines, with two tea-fpoonfuls of Hoff
man's anodyne liquor morning and evening. He was likewife

ordered to wafh the fcrotum and fpermatic cord twice a day,
with a table-fpoonful of the fame liquor mixed with fome wa

ter : in three weeks time he had fufficient reafon to be as high
fpirited as ever.-

VII. On Venereal P a i nj5, Spasms, Sec,

Fixfd or wandering pains arifing in different parts of the

body, are generally' afcribed, by all patients who were former

ly
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!y affeded with the lues, to the remains of the venereal poi Ton
in the mafs. This is indeed fometimes the cafe ; but it ought to

be obferved, that thofe pains, fo generally afcribec to the vene

real poifon, are very often owing to very difLientcawfes, which,
if not properly diftinguiflied, we Shall find, cu'felves frequency
difappointed in the effeds of the remedies picfcribed.
Pains Similar to venereal ones are often i he effects of the im

proper ufe ofmercury. Thefe cafes ought to be carefully dif

tinguifhed in pradice ; becaufe, it the venereal difeafe has not

been radically cured, and the pains arife from a half-cured lues
the ufe of mercury will be neceffary to complete the cure

(though the patients will often be of a contrary opinion, eon.'i-

dering the length of time, and quantity ofmercury they have al

ready taken); whereas, if the venereal virus has been radically

cured, the ufe ofmercury.wi.il prove evidently hurtful.
.
I know-

patients who, having made ufe of mercury repeatedly in their

younger days for feveral venereal complaint's, find themfelves

now, whenever they take the leaft quantity of mercury, cor,_

flantly affected with the moft violent rheumatic pains in differfjnt

parts of the body. Authors, who "have mentioned this litter dif

eafe generally afcribe it to the mercury ledgtd in the bores ;

nay, there are even examples recorded in medical hilloiy, where

mercury had been found, after the death of fuch patients, col-

leded in globules in different parts of the body, tfpecial.y in the

bones and their cavities. Whatever credit may be givei cr de

nied to thofe affertion?, it is certain that we may generally, and

fometimes pretty eafily, cure thofe patients by a prop.-r regimen,
warm baths wkh fridions, andby adminiftering to them at the

fame time, internally large dofes of proper tonic medicines either.

aloneor united with antimorduk. But if thofe pairs inftead of

being of the chronic kind, arife from a fudd-en check of pcrfju
ration during a mercurial courfe, the ufe of tonic meciicir.es

would be- improper; in feveral defperate cafes of this kind,
where the body feemed as if it was affected with a general fpafm
or tetanues, I have found, b'-fidts the warm bath, efpecially 'the

vapour-bath, the fulphur of antimony, united with the jnf^if-

fated juice of the conium maculatnm, 1.. known ui e'er th? rume

of extrad of hemlock, a moft efficacious remedy, riven to the -

quantity of fifteen grains of each a day.-- Hover*; powder, wi'h

a proper regimen, proves fometimes in this cafe, as well as in

rheumatifm, a very ferviceable medicine.

VIII. On Venereal C o m p l a i n t s of the E o n z s

The bones are feldom affeded by thev nerea I poifon, h t 'n

a confirmed or negleded lues. I have feen, how ever, on-- p-

:,t<u;te-.
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ftance where the patient being affeded v^ith a Shancre of the glans
was attacked the fifth day after with a confiderable fwelling in
the lower part of the ulna. In thefe cafes, the longer the dif
eafe is negleded, the more difficult and tedious is the cure , and
of all others the caries, or ulceration of the external furface, and
corruption of the internal, cavity, are the moft difagreeable and
tedious.

In all cafes of ulcerated bones we ought to remember, that

they cannot be cured until the poifon is totally eradicated from
the mafs. Topical applications feem to have very little effed :

though the effential oil of faffafras has been recommended by
fome ; and Blenck recommeds a lotion compounded of effentia

maftichina, corrofive fublimate, and honey of rofes. Befides this,
he direds the ufe of the Peruvian bark, and mercury mixed with

afafcetida, together with" a decodion of farfaparilla, united with
mezereum and cixuta : by thefe, he fays, that he cured feveraj

perfons of the diforders juft mentioned.

Venereal sxoftofes, and efpecially thofe in the middle of the

tibia, fternum, and tophufes in the bones of the head, will fome
times, efpecially at night, give the moft excruciating pain. Ia

thefe cafes, I have obferved no good effect from asy topical appli
cation whatever. Here large' aad continued dofes of opium,
along with fome of the faline mercurial preparations, are fome

times attended with the moft falutary confequences ; but what,
has been lately afferted of curing thefe, and other obftinate vene

real complaints, by the«ufe of opium alone, I leave to the more

credulous to believe.

Of the extraordinary fragility of the bones mentioned by fome

Writers as proceeding from a venereal caufe, I havejrever feen

any inftance; though it may not be improper to mention one cafe

which, I think, may be referred to this head : A man broke his

tibia by a fall ; but after the beft treatment of the fradure, and

being for fvclve weeks confined, upon exaroinatioB no callus

was formed, and the broken bone remained nearly as Ioofe as at

firft. After a clofe inquiry, and confultaticn, and a courfe of

mercury prefcribed ; which fueceeded fo wTell, that in a few

months after the patient was perfedly cured. ■'

CHAP. XVII.

On Venereal Complaints difguifed, fuch as Confumptions,
Rheumatijm, Fevers, &e. #

'

SOME
perfons who have been formerly affeded with venereal

complaints, ofwhish they have been apparently cured fe

veral
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yer*I months, nay, fometimes feveral- years, afterwards grow

emaciated, begin to cough, and are affeded with hedic fever,
and other fymptoms which accompany a confumption* of the

lungs, or a phthyfis pulmonale. Thefe complaints are g ncndJy
afcribed to fome other caufes, and me Jieir.es ordered for the molt

part without any fufr.fs. Sometimes the cMforW^- ]s d\i0 afcii-
bed to the too previous ufe ofmercury in too large quantities.---
But I have f:en feverai irittances w'nerea hedic fever with cough,
and fometimes even with a puriiurm expedoration. far fioia

owing its origin to an uieeiation of the Kings, arofe from a la

tent venereal poifon, without any other venereal fymptora in

thebody. The fame has been obferved by others. Mr. Brarn-

billa, firft fur^eo;: of the prefent Emperor of Germany, in his

Treatife on the Phlegmon, ivlates a cafe, which Shows fuch a

Striking inftanceof the kind, that I ffcall describe it here. Aa

eleduary, he fays, was prefcribed for a confun pr'verrarv who
Was in a defperate Situation. V.y a miftakeof c'^e apoihecaiv,
the eleduary was given to a venereal patient to rub hin-felfu ;d^
and the mercurial ointment, inftead of the electuary, was feet

to the confumptive patient to take it internally. The ccnfuEnp-
tiveman, knowing nothing of the mistake, took a quantity of

the oinr.r.ent, about- thebignefs of a nutmeg, two 01 ihi e times

a day, and was eflfedually cured of his difefd-er, to the ro fmall

furprife ofhis phyfician, w'ho learned by chance from the apo

thecary the miftake that had happened. This m.idoke was ct-

tainly a very happy one for the patient ; and, though it n-i^iii'i
be doubted whether the confumption proceeded from a venertj-!

caufe, it proves however evidently that ic yielded peiieetly m

mercury. I had feveral patients of this kind whom I perfidy
cured of their confumption, by administering to them noiriir*

but a courfe of mercury..
- Agues,' or inrenTmtenc fevers have alfo been obferved by T.t.

Wherlofand others, either to be pre Huee i by the vei.eiedlvivu^
or concomitant with the venereal difeafe ; and meremy, com

bined with the bark, has been found ufeful in thofe cafc^, Pej-»

h?ps fome of the fevers cured by Dr. Lyfon, with calonul, foa^i;

been of that kind.

Flying rheumatic pains, violent
■

he-id-a^hs, and pain in tie

hip, fometimes originate from this fcurce.^ The wann batio,

with fome faline preparations of mercury, with the decodion of

the ftipites dulcamara:, I have feen cure diforders of this1 kind.

which refifted every other medicine. Mercury with the decoc

tion of daphne mezereum, or of daphne laureola, L. has ?.ii<i

been recommended as a very efficacious roeciiune for thofe com

plaints.

CHAP-
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CHAP.. XVIII..

On Venereal Complaints Incurable by Mercury,
■

I
HAVE already fpoken fo fully concerning the nature and

cure of rh«fe complaint's under tke different heads of Venereal

Ulcers, Exulcerated Buboes, Venereal Sore Throat, Dijeafes-
of the Skin, Venereal Pains, Sec., that very little remains to.be
added here.

I muft only obferve, that I have found moft, ifnotall, of thefe

complaints admit of great relief, or even of a radical cure ; and

that the great point for accomplishing this defirable end, lies

lefs in thefe complaints themfelves, than in an exad knowledge
of their nature. This certainly is fometimes a much nicer point-
of pradical knowledge than is generally imagined. The great

objed is, to diftinguifh exadly whether thofe ulcers, caries, cu

taneous eruptions, or pains, Sec. owe their origin to a latent

venereal poifon, or whether they are the effedts ofmercury ; or,

what is perhaps of the greateft confequence, whether from hav

ing been originally owing to the venereal virus, they now, by
time or other circumftances with which we are not yet fuffici-

ently acquainted, have changed their nature. In which cafe,
inftead ofyielding to the power of mercury, they feem to be not

pnly in every degree exacerbated, by that remedy ; but likewife,.
if its ufe be imprudently infilled on, will at Iaft prove fatal to.

the patient. In proofof this, I have adduced, under the above-
mentioned heads, feveral Striking, and, as 1 think, convincing
inftances. And thofe of my readers who are particularly in*

terefted in this fubjed may find a good many more in Mr.Fabre's

Supplement to his Treatife on the Venereal Difeafe, printed at

Paris. I now proceed to the confideration of thofe medicines

which I have hitherto found moft efficacious in removing thefe

dreadful and obftinate complaints.
To diftinguifh complaints arifing from mercury, great judg

ment is often required. I have feen patients who complained of
rheumatie pains, pains of the bones, head-achs, fpafms in differ

ent parts, and trembling of the extremities, Sec. owing, asthey
thought, to the enormous quantity of mercury they had taken ;

whom, however, I have cured, after a careful inquiry, by giv
ing them moremercury ; becaufe I was'convinced that theirpre-
fent complaints originated (rom the improper adminiftration of

mercury, either in quality or quantity, or in the method of the
administration itfelf, where it was evacuated from the body by
Stool, falivation, or immoderate fweats, asfaft as it was admini
stered ; and thereby, though taken for a great length of time,
and in a large quantity, could never exert its proper effed upon
the poifon lodged in thebody. As foon, therefore, as we are

affured that the difeafe is not owing to the venereal virus, or at
Jait will not yield to mercury, other medicines ought to be ad

ministered. Inftead of following the general routine of pradice,
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to give new mercurial preparations, after two or mere of them

have been already tried in vain, we fhould prefcribe to our pati

ents, as I have recommended before in feveral places (befides a

nourlflwng diet, country air, Sec.) tonics or lengthening medi

cines. Under this clafs I principally reckon antimonials; and,

more efpecially in the cafes alluded to, chalybeates. But, when

Speaking of the ufe of thofe medicines, I would not be under

stood to prefcribe them only in the quantity of a few grains a day,
but in mueh larger dofts than they are ufually given. The pre

parations I generally make ule of are the crude antimony, or the

fulphur of antimony ; the a?thiops martialis, or the vinum cha-

lybeatum, and more efpecially a combination of iron with vitri

olic ether. Of thefe 1 adminifter fuch dofes as the conftitution

of the patient will bear, either alone, or united, according to

circumftances, with the decodion of farfaparilla, the Peruvian

bark, or the extrad of walnuts. The fulphur of .antimony,
united with the extrad of hemlock, will be fometimes very fer

viceable, alone or with the ufe of warm bi-.ths, and* a decodion

of farfaparilla with the mezereum roor. Somet;raes the cold bath,

and efpecially bathing in the fea, will greatly contribute to the:

effed of the above medicines ; and if the difeafe be obftinate, we

Should more carefully enquire into its nature, and confider well

What has been faid above, chapter xiv. ;.

From the decodum LufitanicumI have feen, in feveral inftances,

evidently good effeds. But of all the remedies hitherto recom

mended for venereal complaints incurable by mercuty, I have

feen n®ne equal in its effeds to a decoction made ufe of by Dr.

Paullina. With this decodion, the moft malignant and obftinate

liken, cutaneous diforders, tophus, caries, pains
of the bones

and other parts of the body, which refilled t! e power of all
o-

ther medicines prefcribed by different phyficians in different cli

mates, have been effedu ally cured, and, what is (till more re

markable, for the moft part, in a very Short fpace of time. But

it is much to be regretted that this remedy cannot
become of ge

neral ufe, becaufe nobody could hitherto ever pievail upon the

dodor to make it public.

C H A P. XIX.

Obfervations on fome Dangerous or Unhappy Prejudice* ge

nerally prev ailing about
the Venereal Difeaje.

TT is an opinion imbibed by fan* patients, that
the venereaf

1 -poifon. when once abforbed into the
W'£™ ^v

no

means be totally e adicared ; confequently theyr b lev.

t.^
a

perfon who is once thoroughly infeded, ea- never Lok upon

Ufelf as radically cured. Thisop.uioa, b--J-*
"> ^fu ,



Wfr PREJUDICES CONCERNING VENEREAL DISEASE.

renders tliofs who entertain it very unhappy. I have feen fre

quent inftances, in the female fexefpeci illy, where fuch patients
Led a moft miferable and melancholy life, notwithstanding every
riling the phyfician could fay to the contrary. The leaft Shadow
of a head-ach, a rheumatic pain, or the fmalleft pimple upon the
skin, were by fuch perfons accounted certain proofs of the poir
fon lurking in the maf>, and about to produce the moft- direful

e.Ted- Thefe patients are real ohjeds of compaftion : we ought
to beftow fome timi for inquiry, and pay the moft careful atten

tion towards them ; for indeed we can hardly think of a great
er, degree of mifery than to be perpetually haunted with fuch

an imagination. If, therefore, after our moft careful inquiry,
we had no fymptoms of a venereal kind remaining, we fhould

eeideavour ro correct their prejudice, by fetting before them the

exarsple of others of their acquaintance, or, if circumftances ad

mit, of thofe of our own, who have been affeded as much as

i 1 em felves, or perhaps much more, and who now, perhaps, af
ter a great number of years, enjoy the moft perfed ftate of health,
are married, and have healthy and fine children.

The fane attention we ought to pay to thofe who imagine,
that if mercury is once taken fir tht cute of the lues, it will not

foefiedually cureit a fecond time. Thefe prejudices are moft

frequently Sound among the women, though fometimes alfo men

of a melancholic constitution will be influenced by them : but

there is another prejudice of which I am now to fpeak, which
is not only abfurd, but criminal, and deferves a moft fevere pu-

niuVnent from the. magistrate, wherever it can be proved. It ex-

ids only among fome young men of a loofe charader, and.dif-

folate and brutal manner of thinking. With thefe wretches it is

an opinion, that the beft method to get rid 6f a clap is coition

withoneor more healthy women; and in this manner I have

feen venereal complaints propagated, in the courfe of a few days,
to tenor twelve healthy perfons, who had the misfortune to fall

in with .thofe wretches, or with, the objeds of their brutality
?ndcruelty. The abfurdity of this notion is evident to every

perfon of common fenfe, who has the leaft knowledge of the

nature and feat of the difeafe ; and where this pradice arifes

merely from prejudice, the flighteft information will befufficient

to remove it. But it is to be feared, that the caufe may frequent
ly lie deeper in the heart of thefe perfons ; and that this abomi

nable pradice proceeds from malignity, or from a mean and low

dlfpofitiori to revenge themfelves upon innocent perfons, becaufe
in their imprudence or drunkennefs they themfelye? had become

the dupes of others.

FINIS*
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