


SIR,

YOUR
being-a Mem far of the Hon. the Gen.

AJfembly of this State, and our taking into

our ferious consideration, the great and impor
tant object of prom: ting the increafe of medical

Knowledge in this Country, mull be our Apolo-
gy^for troubling you with this Letter,

We beg leave to mention, that the medical

Arr. has beenrifmg to higher and higher degrees
of Perfection, in proportion as the new medical

Difcoveries and Improvements have from time to

time been ufhered into the world, ever frnce the

Days of Melampus, the firft noted Phyfician, men
tioned in prophane Hi (lory ; and, who lived a-

'bout an hundred Years fince the Death of Mofes.
That this Art appears at prefent, to be raifed to

a much higher degree of Perfection in Europe,
than it is in America, on Account of a great
number of new medicalDifcoveriesand Improve-
ment% made.knpwivto the European Phyfli&ans,
Surgeons , and apothecaries ; but chiefly unkfijown
.to the greateil part of our Country Practitioners,
for the want of proper Publications.

That although the old medical Books, now in

ufe in this Country, contain fome judicious Ob-
fervations ; yet, by reafon of the new Difcove

ries in the different branches of Medicine, they
are found to be replete with Error; giving an

erroneous Account of the Virtues of Medicines,
and the genuine Methods of curing Difeafes.—

And from hence the ftudy of thofe Books ought
to be fuppreffed, becaufe it has not only a direct

tendency to lead Students into Error; but to ex-

pofe the lives of the People, by mifguiding/V^-
titiiners \n their attempts to alleviate the Diftref-

fes of their fellow Mortals ; for where the theory
of any Art or Science is wrong, the Practice of

it will be fo in general.
If proper Encouragement was given by the

Public, it appears to us that the medical Art may
be raifed to as high a degree of Perfection in

America, as it is in Europe, j nay, perhaps high
er, for Tome things have been difcovered here,

*

which have not as yet been published. N$w if

our own Difcoveries, with thofe made in the o-

ther parts of the world, were published, and fpread
amongft all our Practitioners , it would make the

healing Art more perfect and ufeful, than it has

ever been ikiqe the world began. /v

That although 190 Years have revolveaVfince
this Country was firft fettled by the Europeans ;

yet we cannot learn that any man ever attempted
to compile a regular Syftem of'Pharmacy , Phyfic,
and Surgery, in America, till the Year 1772 ; at

which time, Dr. Steams, an American Phyfician
and Aftronomer, on difcovering that both the

Theory and Practice of Phyfic flood in great
need of Reformation and Amendment, undertook
the laborious tafk ; and has fince travelled in

Nine of the American Governments ; and in

England, Scotland, Ireland, and France, for the

Purpofe of collecting an Account of the new

medical Difcoveries and Improvements that have
been made in the different parts of the world; has

expended more than 4000 Dollars, and the great-
eft part of his time for ten years pad, in the Pro-
fecution of the work, which is to be printed in

two large Volumes in Folio, under the Names of
an American Difpenfaiory, and the Columbian
Practice of Phyfic, and Sykem of Surgery; be

ing intended for a complete medical Library,
Anatomy excepted.
Thatthefe Productions have been examined by

fundry learned Pbyficians, who have found that
the work is well executed, and that it contains

Syftems of medical Information of an immenfe

value, founded on thofe things that have flood
the teft of Ages in the cure ot Difeafes, and on

the fate Difcoveries1 and Improvements in Ihe no
ble Art of Medicine,
That it was the Author's Intention to have pub

lished his Productions by Subfcription ; but has

found, that that method will by no meanjginfwer
the great and good purpofe of giving H new

medical Diicoveries and Improvements, afpeedy
and general fpread amongft the Gentlemen of the

Faculty, becaufe many of them, ana! efpecially in

new fettled Places, have had their Learning to

pay for, after they began to practif*; Medicines

and Horfes to purchafe ; Lands to buy 5 Houfes

to build; Families to maintain; Taxes to pay;
and a large number of poor People to vifit,
who are unable to make payment ; and that for

thefe Reafons, many of thofe Practitioners are un

able to payfor his Productions.

That as the new medical Difcoveries and Im

provements ought to be immediately publifhed
and fpread amongft all the Practitioners in Phy-
fic,that their minds may be enlightened, and their
Practice regulated, it has been propofed by a

number of Pbyficians and other resectable Gen

tlemen, that the fum of 30,000 Dollars be raifed

by a Lottery, to be drawn in feveral Clafles, for
the purpofe of defraying the expence of compi
ling and publishing the faid medical Productions,
and that Copies of them be given gratis, to the

Pbyficians, Surgeons, Apothecaries and Others,
who may be inclined to become acquainted with

the medical Art.

That for the following Reafons this is efteem-

ed.the bed method that can be contrived for

the purpofe of fpreading medical knowledge in

America, for,
1. It will make medical Information free, for
all the Prailitioners and Students in Phyfic.

2. It will prevent Students from wafting their
time in the ftudy of erroneous Books ; and

help them to attain thofe qualifications which
are neceflary for regular bred Pbyficians.

3. As the money will come principally out of
the rich Adventurers in the Lottery, who will
ftand the fame chance of drawing Prizes as in
other Lotteries', it will be a great help to thofe
unable to procure medical Libraries.

4. It will furnifh the Pbyficians, the Surgeons,
and the Apothecaries with an excellent Guide,
in all the difficult and dangerous Cafes, Ope
rations, and ProceiTes they may have to en

counter.

5. It will exhibit the Virtues of a great number
of our American Productions : bring them
more and more into ufe : leflfen the importa
tion ofDrugs; and, thus prove very advanta

geous to the Citizens of the United States?^
6. It will raife the medicakAxt to-a'Tifgher de

gree of Perfecliorrl "make out Pbyficians (in-
ftead of being called Quacks and Impofiers by
foreigners) appear more refpectable in the!

Eyes of^the Learned : the cure of Difeafes
more eafy ; and the practice of Phyfic Iefs

expenfive ; for a regular bred Phyfician ftands
a better chance to do a patient more good by
7 vifits, than one groping in the dark can

by 20.

7, It will prevent millions of Dollars, from be

ing fent out of the United States, for Medical
Books publifhed in foreign Kingdoms ; and
thus be a great faving to the Country.
It is therefore evident, that a Medical Lottery,

is a matter of fuch importance, that it ought to
be promoted, and encouraged by all Perfons ;

and we think it would be a difhonor to any State,
if requefted, not to grant one ; and it is alfo our

opinion, that the Doclor, ought to be aflifted by
the Public, in the great and important Work he
has undertaken,- as well as the Pbyficians, Sur

geons, Apothecaries, and Students'in Phyfic, who
are unable to purchafe thofe Books, which are ab-

folutely neceflary for every PiaClitioner.

That when People efteem themfelves unable

to build aMeeting Houfe, a Hotel, or a Bridge;
or to carry on fome neceflary Branch of Learn

ing : they often Petition iot Lotteries, and their

requefts are granted.—Why then may not the

Pbyficians have fimilar Advantages ?—Are they
not a very ufeful part of the Community ?—Do

they not frequently relieve us in times of great
DUirefs and Danger ?—And inftead of fuffering
them to remain groping in the Dark, is it not ne

ceflary to furnifh them with that Medical Light
and Information, which exhibits how to Cure

Difeafes in the moft eafy and expeditious man-

ner f—^-Surely every rational Perfon will fay, 2es,
That it is the Opinion of thofe who have duly

confidered ofthe matter, that a Medical Lottery
will be of fuch Public Utility, that if, will be

greatly encouraged -by the Citizens of the United

States in general: that it will bring money into

this St'ate, and immortalize the Name of the Gene
ral J\ffembly.
That a Petition upon the Subject, will be pre-

fented to the Affembiy ; and as you are a Mem*

beraf the fame; we truft you will not be back

ward in encouraging a Scheme, which tends to

promote your own Felicity, as well as the Health
and Happinefs of Mankind in general.

We wifb your Health and

Profperity ; and have the

Honor to be,

Sir, your moft

Obedient humble

3 Servants*
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