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Humane Society.

RESOLVED,Thatthe thanks of thisSociety,
be prefented to Poctor Benjamin Say, for his

excellent and well adapted ORATION,pronoun

ced in the Hall of the Univerfity, on the 2$tb

ult. and that he be defired to furniih a copy for

publication.

Refolved, That William Young, and Ifaac

Snowden junr. be a committee for the above

purpofe, who are directed to have a fufficient

number of copies publilhed, and to annex there

to, the Charter of Incorporation, and fuch other

matters, as they may think neceffary, for gene

ral information.

By order of the Society,
Samuel Pancoast junr* Secretary,

Philadelphia, March 6th. 1799.
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DEDICATION.

JL 0 the d$m&%ZK& of theHumane Society

^Philadelphia, asMen interefiingthemjelves in

the virtuous principles of humanity, to relieve fome

of the mojl agonizing afflictions ofhuman nature—-

together with the Members who compofe the faid

Society, the patrons and promoters of benevolence,

and the fource from which theJlr-earns of Philan

thropy flow; this ADDRESS is with due defer

ence dedicated and inferibed by

The Author.

February 28/£, 1799.



AN

ANNUAL ORATION,

yv. &c. &c.

Fellow members^
Friends and >

Fellow citizens)

JrlAVING been honoured by the Hu

mane Society at their general meeting, by an

appointment to deliver the firft annual Addrefs—

I have with diffidence undertaken to comply with

their requeft, but have to lament, that it has not

fallen to the lot of one more adequate to the talk,
whofe abilities might do ample juftice to the

important caufe, yet as an Advocate for Hu

manity, I conceive that I owe fomething to the

general ftock of Philanthrophy, and to the en

lightened and benevolent views of this worthy
Inftitution.—

Under this latter impreflion I rife, folicitous

for the indulgent attention of this polite Aflem-

bly, to lay before you in a concife manner,

amongft other matter, a fketch of the Origin,

Objecls, and Utility of the Humane Society of

Philadelphia, for the recovery of Drowned Per-

fons, kc.

B
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I am well perfuaded, by the appearance of this

refpectable Company, that I fhall be enabled to

call forth a difmterefted fympathy, towards thofe

whom we have exerted ourfelves to relieve ; and

that in divers inftanc.es in afuccefsfui manner.

The firft Society, for the recovery of drowned

Perfons, was inftituted in Holland : where, from

the great abundance of Canals and Inland Seas,

the Inhabitants are particularly expofed to acci

dents by water. In a few years 150 perfons were

faved from death by this Society ; and many of

thofe, had continued upwards of an hour without

any figns of life, after they had been taken out of

the water, and fome of them indeed had been un

der water for an hour, and an hour and an half.

This fociety was inftituted at Amsterdam in

1767,—and by an Advertifement informed the

Inhabitants of the United Provinces, of the me

thods proper to be ufed upon fuch occafions ;

offering rewards at the fame time to thofe who

fhould, with or without fuccefs, ufe thofe me

thods for recovering perfons drowned and feem-

ingly dead.

The laudable and humane example of the

Dutch, was followed in the Year 1768, by the

Magiftrates of health in Milan and Venice ; af

terwards by the Magiftrates of Hamburg in
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1771, by thofe of Paris in 1772, and by the

Magiftrates of London in 1774.
a

In the courfe of ten months, from the eftab-

liihment of the Humane Society at Paris, 23 out

of 30 Perfons were recovered from drowning.

The royal Humane Society of London have

enlarged and greatly improved the plan of refufci-

tation, and have extended relief to all fudden

cafes of apparent death ; and agreeably to their

reports,
b
feveral hundred lives are preferved by

their rewards and drags every Year, and fince

the eltablifliment of that Society, more than two

thoufand perfons have been refcued from death,

and restored to their families, to their friends,

and to the community.—What happy and very

pleafing reflections muft croud in upon the minds

of the inftitutors, and fupporters, of that benevo

lent institution, each individual of whom may

fay, I am one of a greater number, through the

a Dobfon's Encyclopedia under the head Drowning.—

b This fociety receives annual reports from a Committee

appointed for the purpofe, in which are recorded the number

of fuccefsful, and unfuccefsful cafes, which have taken place,

and come within the knowledge of the fociety. Drs. Lettfome

Hawes, A. Fothergill, &c. have exerted themfelves with

much credit for the interefts of this Inftitution, and for dif-

fufing its utility to all claffes ofpeople throughout the King-
dom.
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exertions of whom, thoufands of my'fellow-crea-
tures have been fnatched from an untimely grave,
for I believe it to be an awful and a melancho

ly truth, that previoufly to the eftablifhment of

Societies upon this excellent plan, thoufands of

our fellow creatures have been configned to the

tomb, with the unextinguished fparks of life re

maining in them, and perhaps many of them in

an unprepared ftate to meet their Creator in the

world of fpirits.

The Philadelphia Humane fociety was found

ed in the Year 1780, by the laudable exertions

of a few Gentlemen in this city,
a

who met toge

ther and invited their Brethren to unite with

them in the noble caufe of humanity. They

were fuccefsful in this invitation, and formed

a union with men, whofe memories fhall ever be

dear to thofe who have exerted themfelves in the

principles of this worthy Inftitution.

A partial fufpenfion of their operations took

place previoufly to the year 1787, but divers of

the Members itill keeping the grand object in

view, reaffociated, and called again upon their fel-

a Robert Parrim was the firft perfon who Hepped for

ward to eftablifh this fociety.—Drs. Rufh, Bond, B. Duffeild,

and Hutchinfon exerted themfelves very early to promote

the eftablimment and reputation of the Inftitution.
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low-citizens for fome of that afliftance which

their undertaking required, and they called not

in vain, but received fuch aid as gave a tempora

ry fpring to their benevolent endeavours.—

The fociety applied for a charter of incorpora

tion, which was readily and chearfully granted in

the year 1793.

The objects contemplated by the Society are,

The preventing of fudden Death by drowning,

fuffocation by burning charcoal, or other noxious

vapours, drinking cold Water, ftrokes of the

Sun, damps of Wells, Thunder, &c.

Previoufly to the eftablifliment of this Society,

fcarcely a Summer pafled without hurrying into

Eternity a number of ufeful perfons, parti

cularly by drinking cold water ; which alas ! for

mortals, is like many others of our temporal

bleflings, that at the time we have got full pof-

feflion of the ardently wifhed for objeft, we fick-

en, faint ! expire ! fothat we may truly fay,
u The arrows of calamity, barbed with an-

"

guifh, are often fixed deep in our choiceft

" comforts."
d

d Hervey.
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In confideration of thefe repeated occurrences,

the Managers (who are aunually chofen by the

Society,) agreed to fix to each Pump in the

City and Liberties, plain but ample directions,

for preventing and remedying thofe fatal effects,

fince which inftances of death from this caufe
have been very few.

A linking and convincing proof of the u-

tility of this mode of publifhing information

occurred fome time ago, which was pleafingly
witnefled by a gentleman from whom I derived

the information. A labouring man having been

hard at work in a very warm day, and being vio

lently heated, proceeded to a Pump juft by, with

a veflel in his hand to procure a drink of cdld

water, but when there, his attention was imme

diately called to thefe printed directions j (the

words " fudden death" being in very large

type) after paufing a fhort time he filled his cup,

and proceeded in the cautious manner therein

recommended, and then retired fatisfied and

unhurt.
a

Are not then the objects contemplated by this

Philanthropic and Charitable Inftitution, worthy

a The contents of thefe directions are 'now difFufed to all

claffes of People, and therefore even thofe who cannot read,

are acquainted with the nature of them, and feeing them on

the Pumps aft as a conftant caution to beware of death
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the patronage and afliftance of the kind hear

ted ? truely yes, each of us now prefent, may rea-

fonably argue thus , feeing that molt men in their

progrefs through life,may unexpectedlymeetwith
fome cafualty, in which the immediate and atten
tive afliftance of the Humane Society may be

required, of what confequence will it be to me,

if I fhould unfortunately be one of thefe fuffer-

ers, that they fhould have all their apparatus for

preventing of and reftoringfrom apparant death,
in compleat order and conftant readinefs, to give
fuch afliftance as is within the reach of human

power, and how grateful indeed muft it be, to

arreft our fellow creatures from a watry grave,

or from any fudden and premature death.

Some of the Ancients contended that water

or moijiure was the principle or moving caufe in
all animated nature ;

a

whilft others as ftrenuouf-

ly fupported an opinion that air was the vivify
ing principle ; and others imagined that heat was

the caufe of life in all animals. The reafons

which have been advanced by the advocates for

thefefeveral doctrines have had their weight; and

tended to open the way for further enquiry up

on this great and important fubject. But may

we not reafonably conclude, that all thefe agents

a Of this opinion was Thales one of the feven wife men

of Greece.
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of moijiure, air, and beat, combine to make up

that aduating principle, fo indifpenfibly necefia-

ry for the vegetable creation ; and alfo with the

addition of internal food, for the fupport of ani

mal life.

Animals are poffeffed of life previoufly to their

breathing, yec after the lungs have begun their

functions by the birth of the Animal, death, a

ftate of ^fphixcea, or fufpenfion of life, will

inevitably take place if he breaths any other
than

refpirable air.
h

If then animation takes place before refpira-

tion or breathing is begun ; (and that owing to

stimulating caufes)maywe not with fome degree

of fafety conclude; that even though life be Ap

pended for a while, (fay an
hour or two) yet that

it is not extinct, but by means of proper ftimula-

tingapplications,re-animationmaybethefatisfac-
tory confequence, and the lungs again brought

to perform their important offices.

Lifeindeedin all animals appears to depend up

on the fame caufes. We know that many animals

may be fo frozen that they will remain the whole

Winter in a ftate of torpor or fufpenfion of life fo

:

V"".ours, inelaflic or mephitic air, or any kind of air

v ... ..xtinguifh a lighted candle will deflroy life.
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that they may be even broken to pieces ; yet a

fpark remains, fecreted in fome unknown and

obfcure recefs of their nature, which like a little

leaven hidden in three meafures ofmeal, is capa
ble of enlivening the whole mafs. Although
we cannot deduce conclufive arguments from

analogy, yet from this view of the fubject, may
we not imagine that man is capable, by a proper

application of means, of being refufcitated af

ter a ftate of apparent death from froft for feve-

rai hours ; but in this cafe, although warmth is

one of the greatest enlivening principles, itought
to be communicated regularly and gradually, or

the very fmall (lock of life which is treafured up,

will be entirely exhaulted, and unequivocal and

abfolute death enfue.

From the days of Heraditus the famous

Ephefian Philofopher, who flourifhed about the

69th Olympiad, in the time of Darius Hyitafpes

King of Perfia,* who taught as the fundamental

doctrine of his philofophy, that fire or heat

is the principle of all things ; down to the pre-

fent day, a great deal has been written, and much

inveftigation has taken place by Phyfiologifts and
men of Science, in order to difcover the princi

ples of life in animals. Some have paid great
attention to the incubation of an Egg, to

* In the year 522 B. C.

C
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fliow the progrefs of animation
from its earlieft

to its lateft ftages, which has excited more cu-

riofity and amufement, than real information

upon this myfterious fubjeet. The Phyfiologift

has expended a great deal of
time in this ab-

ftruf.; inveftigation, but how fuccefsful he has

been in his attempt is well known
to the ltudious.

I therefore fliall not in this place enumerate

authorities, yet may fafely conclude, that neither

philofophical investigations, nor anatomical en

quiries, have ever been able to explain this won

derful phaenomenon.

There was a time when the proudeft and the

nobleft animal, was a partaker of the fame imbe

cility with the meaneft reptile ; and while yet a

candidate for exiftence, was equally helplefs

and contemptible. In their incipient ftate, all

are upon a footing ; the infect and the phi-

lofopher being equally infenfible, clogged with

matter, and unconfcious of exiftence. Where

then lie thofe peculiar characters in the parts

that go to make up animated nature ; that

" mark one animal, as deftined to creep in the

"

duft, and another to glitter on the throne ?

" This has been a fubject, that has employed
" the curiofity of all ages, and the philofophers
" of every age have attempted the folution. In

"

tracing up nature to her moft hidden recefles,



f 17 ]

" fhe becomes too minute, or obfcure, for our

"

infpection ; fo that we find it impoflible to

" mark her firft differences, to difcover the

ct

point where animal life begins, or the caufe

" that conduces to fet it in motion a."

I truly consider, therefore,' that the principles
of life, are veiled in the immortal arcana of Di

vine Providence, who by his omnipotent fiat cau-

fed the breath of life to flow b.

The Citizens of Philadelphia certainly de-

ferve great credit, for eftablifhing and fupport-

ing a number of humane, charitable and literary

ajfociations and In/litutions ; yet none of them

contemplates more than the alleviating the dif-

trefles, or preventing the miferies of human life,

excepting the Humane Society, which goes fur

ther. It not only extends its views' to the pre

venting of fudden death, but to the re-animating

thofe who are apparently dead, and re-kindling

that latent fpark of human life, which, previoufly

to the eftabliftiment of thefe Inftitutions, was

thought to be totally extinct ; but is now found

to remain as in the fecret recefles of our nature,

a Goldfmith's animated nature.

b Upon this important fubjecl: the reader may view Hal-

ler's, Flemming's, or Blumenback's Phyfiology ; Spalanzani-

a's Differtations ; Zoonomia, or the principles oforganic life.
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capable of being vivified, and brought again in

to full and perfect action. Hufbands have been

reftored to their Wives, Wives to their Huf

bands, and Parents to protect and provide for

their Children. The difconfolate Father, or in-

confolable Mother, in doubts tormenting and

hopes tranfporting, have at last recognized the

wifhed for life of the youth, on whom fupport
and every comfort depended.

Sufpended animation is termed by fome Phyfi-

ologifts as living without life. Some are of

opinion, that the only decided proof of real and

irrecoverable death, i9 putrefaction of the body ;

this may be deduced from divers inconteftible

evidences, of perfons remaining in a ftate of appa
rent death, or a total fufpenfion of voluntary and

involuntary action, from onehour to twenty four

and upwards3, and then recovering to bear ample

teftimony of this wonderful and almost incredible

fact. Where then can we draw the line between

life and death ? How fhall we determine that our

fellow mortal laying before us motionlefs is dead

or not? fhall we haftily clofe his eyes, and confign
him to the grave, without any exertion for his re

storation, even though life has been fufpended for
two or three hours ? no, let us not difplay fuch

Alluding to fome who have been in what is

termed a trance—All other parts of the difcourfe allude to

fudden death from fuffocation or other accidents.



[ 19 ]

pufillanimity, fuch inhumanity ! let us rather

make ufe of our beft endeavours, to put in mo

tion the precious tide of life, and, if we fhould

have the gratification of fucceeding, in one in-

ftance out of a great number, it will fully repay
us for all our exertions.

I am indeed confidently perfuaded, that the

principles upon which this Society is reared, are

manifeftly grafted upon the Chriftian Religion.
We may well remember, the account left us on

record, of the many benevolent acts performed
by the mod illuftrious perfonage, that ever exif-
ted in this mortal ftate ; who fympathized
with the afflicted, reftored the fick to health,
unftopped the ears of the deaf, opened the eyes
of the blind, caufed the lame to walk perfectly,
the lepers to be cleanfed, and even reftored the

dead to life. Thefe were marvellous ads of

charity, unequivocal traits of difinterefted hu

manity, a fublime difplay of fuperior benevo

lence.

Let us, my friends, as far as human power can
extend, purfue the example of fo great, fo

dignified a character, in fuch ads of charity
and benevolence.

To what objeft indeed can our views be more

rationally dire&ed, than the reftoring that adive
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principle of life to our fellow creatures, which

all men have efteemed to be of the greatest va

lue, and for the fupport or recovery of which,

we would part with all our worldly pofleflions.

Yes, this idea has been moft forcibly and hap

pily expreffed by our Saviour, in the following

words.
" For what fhall it profit a man if he

"

gains the whole world, and lofe his own life ?

"or what fhall he give in exchange for his

"lifef?"

And who are they whofe lives are the moft

likely to be benefited by the exertions of the

Society ? not the aged, the infirm, the halt, or

the blind, who are waiting with anxious folici-

tude for a clofe to that life which has become

burthenfome to them. Thefe from their domef-

tic fituations, are feldom expofed to dangers of

this kind. No ! they are generally the young

and vigorous ; thofe who are in the moft active

life, and confequently moft ufeful to their

friends, and valuable to fociety.

Since the eftablifhment of the Humane Soci

ety of Philadelphia, many perfons have been

refcued from drowning, and other fudden

deaths, by their rewards and directions; and

divers reftored to life, who were thought by the

furrounding fpectators to be irrecoverably loft ;

f The Greek word, ^y%«, which is translated

Soul in the above verfe, is rendered life in the preceding verfe,

and in many other places.
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and, had it not been for the light thrown upon
the principles of re-animation, would probably
have been configned to the awful, to the filent

tomb*.

The Society are in pofleflion of eighteen fets

of apparatus, for the purpofe of recovering
drowned and fuffbcated perfons, which aredepo-
fited in as many places, the moft advantageous
on the Delaware and Schuylkill rivers, through
the means of which, numbers ofunfortunatepeo

ple have been readily and fpeedily recovered

from the water. Rewards are conferred upon

thofe who merit them, by their exertions in ref-

cuing others from fudden death. Several hundred

pounds have been expended in advancing
the objects, and fpreading the benefits of the

Society; which I am forry to fay has exhaufted

their funds.

What praife-worthy objects ! what an infti

tution is this ! pregnant with that philanthropic
benevolence which breathes good will to men;

and he who exerts himfelf for the promotion of

*

Amongft. the fuccefsful cafes which have come within

the knowledge of the inftitution, was a fon of PeterWag

goner, of this city ; a fine lad, who was fubmerfed in the

water about twenty minutes, was taken out apparently dead,
and recovered through the means recommended by the fo

ciety.
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the objects of the Society, may have the exalted

pleafure to exclaim with Job,
" The blefling of

" him that was ready to perifn came upon me ;

" and I caufed the widow's heart to fing for

j°yV

Can any one who I now have the honor of

addrefling, with-hold a tribute of praife, or in

deed of affording pecuniary aid, to carry the prin

ciples of this very laudable inftitution into great

er and more extensive utility.

As the avenues to premature death are very

numerous, it would be difficult, and indeed im

proper to defcant upon them all in this place. I

fhall therefore only afk your indulgence in the

conclufion of this Addrefs, to call your ferious

attention to one of the moft common of them,

yet the moft general, difgraceful, and fatal, of any
that has ever been purfued by mankind. I

mean the intemperate ufe of dijlilled fpirituous

liquors.

b
Job xxix. 13.

Note. The Humane Society of the Commonwealth of

Mafiachufetts eftablifhed in the year 1786 in Bofton, have

much to their credit erected houfes near the fea, for the bene

fit of thofe unfortunate Perfons who may be call away upon

their coaft.

The Honourable Thomas Ruffel, Efq. is Prefident of the

Society.
Much good has refulted from their benevolent Inftitution,

as appears from their publications.
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Man, when in a ftate of nature, or in that ftate

in which he was originally created by his Maker,
was happy and lived long ; the faculties of his

mind, were not clouded by intemperance, or the

powers of his body enervated by debaucheries.

In this situation he remained for fome time, e-

ven after the difcovery of this pernicious intox

icating article ; for at firft it was only to be

found in Apothecaries' Shops, to be applied (as

yet it ought to be) to the only and fole purpofe
of medicine, or the alleviating fome of the dif-

eafes of human life.

War, Famine and PeJlilence, are deprecated

by all men, as very great and awful calamities,
but notwithftanding, they are more partial and

limited in their dreadful and mortal effects, than

the fatality attending the pernicious and immor

al practice of drinking ardent fpirits ; and I believe

that I am warranted in faying, that it hasdeftroy-
ed more of the human fpecies than either of the

others. Dr. Allen in his Synopfis Medici has

thefe words,
" The plentiful devouring of thofe

"

fpirits has killed as many thoufands of men as

"
there are ftars in the fky. Nay ten times ten

"
thoufands have died by thefe, more than all the

" reft of the poifons whatever."

D
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The general practice of fmoaking and chewing
Tobacco have in an innumerable number of in

stances laid the foundation of hard drinking %

how common is it to fee the boys ofPhiladelphia,

even 5, 6 and 7 years of age, fmoaking fegars,

and ftrutting about the ftreets in a man-like

manner. Thefe I fear, if not difcouraged, will

generally fhorten their days by leading them to

intemperance ; and thus proftitute their talents

and morals, and render them fubfervient to the

worst and moft debafed purpofes.

Let me therefore intreat all who are Parents

and Guardians of the Youthful Offspring, as you
value their temporal and eternal happinefs, to

guard with a ftrict and fcrutinizing eye, every

thing which leads to intemperance in the ufe of

distilled liquors.

a ReefeMeredith, a great Merchant of this city, I am in

formed never would employ a Captain to navigate any veflel

belonging to him, who ufed tobacco, as he believed them to

be moftly intemperate.

Divers perfons will not allow fpirituous liquors of any

kind to be ufed in their Harveft Fields, or on their Farms ;

William Weft a celebrated Farmer of Upper Darby in Dela

ware CountyV in this State informed me he has not allowed it

for feveral yekrs paft on his Plantation ; and that he has his

work done in the beft and moft fatisfa&ory manner.
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(( AH me ! how little knows the human heart,

The pleafing talk of foft'ning others woe ;

Stranger to joys that pity can impart,

And tears, fweet fympathycan teach to flow ! >

Pity the man who hears the moving tale,

Unmov'd ; to whom the heart-felt glow's unknown ;

On whom the widow's plaints could ne'er prevail,

Nor made the good man's injur'd caufe his own.

The fplendid 4ome, the vaulted roof to rear,

The glare ofpride and pomp, be grandeur, thine:

To wipe from mifery's eye, the falling tear,

And footh the opprefsed orphan's woes, be mine.

Be mine the blufh of modeft worth to fpare,

To change to fmiles afHi&ion's riling iigh :

The kindred warmth of charity to fhare,

Till joy fhall fparkle from the tear-fill'd eye.

Can the loud laugh, the mirth infpiring bowl,

The dance, or coral fong, or jocund glee,

Affect the glowing, fympathizing foul,

Or warm the breaft, Humanity, like thee?"

Oh benevolence ! thou fupremely glorious
emanation of divine excellence, thou exalted

attribute of Deity, thou waft recognized in the

effulgence of Majefty when " the morning ftars

"

fang together, and all the foas of God fhouted
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" for joy."m Thou haft exifted in the hearts

of the grateful fince the commencement ofcre

ation ; thou wilt continue to exift in the bofoms

of fuch until time here fhall be no more ; and

then through thee will be produced for all thy

votaries unutterable pleafures, which fhall never

ceafe through the endless ages of an eter

nal EXISTENCE.

m

Job. 38. 7.

END OF THE ORATION.
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Charter of Incorporation.

Cfte Commontoealtt) of pennfgtoania,

To all People to whom thefe Prefents fhall come,

-

(greeting :

WHEREAS a Society hath been inftituted

in the City of Philadelphia, for feveral years

paft, by the name of
" The Humane Society of

Philadelphia" for the benevolent purpofes
of af

fording relief, gratis, to their fellow-Citizens,

and all others, who may come within their no

tice, in cafes of drowning, and other fudden

cafualities ; and, considerable expence hath,

from time to time, accrued to the faid Society,
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in providing fuitable and neceflary Apparatus for

carrying their views into execution. AND

WHEREAS inftances have occurred where per

fons, apparently dead, from drowning, and o-

ther caufes, have, by the humane and benevo

lent exertions of the faid Society, been reftored

to life, and preferved to their families, and the

Community ; and, it is probable, that, great
and eflential benefit, will, in future, be derived

to individuals, and the public, from the laud

able efforts of the faid Society.

.
NOW KNOW YE, that, at the requeft of the

faid Society, and for their encouragement, and

the better enabling of them to profecute the ob

jects of their affociation ; and, in purfuance of
an Act of the General Afiembly of the Common
wealth of Pennfylvania, entitled "

An Act to

" confer on certain Aflbciationsof the Citizensof
" this Commonwealth, the Powers and Immuni-
" ties of Corporations or Bodies politic in
"

Law," the faid Society is by thefe Prefents

and agreeably to the faid Act of Afiembly, and

in purfuance thereof, incorporated, and made a

Body corporate and politic in Law, to have per

petual duration and fucceflion for ever, by the

name and ftyle of " The Humane Society of

Philadelphia
"

on the Conditions and with the

Powers and Immunities herein after mentioned,
that is to fay :
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Sect. I. THAT David Rittenhoufe, Thomas

Fitzfimmons, Tench Coxe, Samuel Miles,

Samuel Pleafants, George Meade, Mordecai

Lewis, George Latimer, John Kaighn, Benja
min Rufh, Edward Penington, Sharp Delany,
William Barton, Thomas Pafchall, IfaacHazle-

hurft, William Rawle, James Abercrombie,

Benjamin Say, Ifrael Whelen, John Wood,

Cafpar Wiftar, junr. Ifaac Wharton, William

Hall, Samuel Powel Grifiits, John Dunlap,
Charles Marfhall, Thomas Penrofe, Caleb

Lownes, James Afh, Mofes Levy, John Dorfey,

George Pennock, William Clarkfon, Robert

Parrifh, Richard Rundle, Chriftopher Mar

fhall, junr. Jofeph Lownes, James Starr, Peter

Sonmans Glentworth, Thomas Shields, Hilary

Baker, John Evans, John Fries, Robert Smith,

William Von Phul, Amos Wickerlham, John

Hopkins, Bartholomew Wiftar, Jofeph Cruk-

fhank, Jacob Shoemaker, Townfend Speakman,
Samuel Pancoaft, junr. Gideon Hill Wells,

Kearney Wharton, Zaccheus Collins, George

Fox, Jacob Roberts Howell, and Peter Thom-

fon, junr. together with all thofe who now are,

and fuch others who fhall hereafter become

Members of the faid Society, are hereby made a

Body politic and corporate in Law, and fhall

have perpetual fucceflion, and may fue and be

fued, plead and be impleaded, by the name of

" The Humane Society of Philadelphia" afore-
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faid, in all Courts of Judicature within this

Commonwealth, and fhall have hold and enjoy,
all fuch Privileges, Rights, Powers, Immunities,
and Franchifes as other Corporations in this

Commonwealth ufually enjoy.

Sect. II. The corporation aforefaid and their

Succeflbrsfor ever, fhall have power by the name,

ftile, and title aforefaid, to receive and take, have

hold and enjoy, and to purchafe, and grant, bar

gain and fell any Lands Tenements and Heredita

ments, and any Monies, Legacies, Goods and

Chattels, and any other eftates and property real

perfonal or mixed, -of the Gift, Alienation, De-

vife or Bequeft of any Perfon or Perfons whatfo-

ever, or which theymay acquire in any otherway.

PROVIDED, that the clear yearly value or in

come, of the mefluages, houfes, lands and tene

ments, rents, annuities, or other hereditaments^

and real eftate of the faid Society or Corpora

tion, and the interest ofmoney by the fame lent,

fhall not exceed the Sum of five Hundred

Pounds.

Sect. III. THE CORPORATION afore

faid, and their fucceflors for ever, fhall have pow
er by the name ftile and title aforefaid, to lend

on intereft any fum or fums of money, to fuch

perfon or perfons and bodies politic or corpo

rate as may be willing to borrow the fame, in
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fuch manner, and upon fuch real or other fecuri-

ties, as they fhall think proper and fufficient.

And the faid Corporation fhall make, have and

ufe one common feal in all their affairs and

tranfactions, and may change and alter the fame

at pleafure.

Sect. IV. ALL the income of the eftate of

the faid Corporation, fhall be appropriated to

the free relief of fuch perfons apparently dead

from drowning, and other cafualties, as may

cpme under the notice of the faid Corporation,

and for fuch other purpofes as the faid Cor

poration may think neceflary to promote the

benevolent defigns of the faid inftitution ; and

all donations of estates real perfonal or mixed,

made to the faid Corporation by gift grant

devife or bequest, or in any other way fhall be

improved ufed and appropriated to the like

purpofes aforefaid, or according to and for the

purpofes and limitations expreffed and implied

in the faid donations, and not otherwife.

Sect. V. THERE fhall be a general meet.

ing of the Members of the faid Corporation

on the firft fourth day called Wednefday, in the

the third month called March of every year,

at which the members then affembled may

make fuch Rules and Bye-laws as they may

think neceflary, and fhall elect by tickets inwrit-

E
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ing twelve perfons to be Managers, who fhall

as foon as convenient choofe from among them

felves a President, two Infpectors, and a Se

cretary ; they fhall likewife choofe a Treafurer

from among the Members ; they fhall hold

stated meetings on the fecond fourth day call

ed Wednefday of every month ; their bufinefs

fhall be to regulate all the affairs of the faid

Corporation agreeably to the bye-laws thereof.

Five Managers fhall be a quorum.

Sect. VI. THE Managers fhall have power

at all times between the general meetings of

the faid Corporation, in the name and for the ufe

of the faid Corporation to decide on all appli

cations for loans of money, and to place out

at Intereft, receive fecure and improve the

Capital Stock belonging to the faid Corporati

on, and receive take and difpofe of the Intereft

Profits and Produce thereof, and of the other ef-

tate of the faid Corporation and conduct all

the bufinefs and affairs of the faid Corporation,
which to them may feem proper and neceflary
to promote the benevolent views of the faid

inftitution.

Sect. VII. TFIAT Benjamin Rufli, Cafpar
Wiftar, Junr. Benjamin Say, Peter Sonmans

Glentworth, William Clarkfon, Robert Parrifh,
Caleb Lownes, Charles Marfhall, Jofeph Low-
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nes, Johns Hopkins, Jofeph Crukfhank, and

Samuel Pancoaft, junr. fhall be and hereby are

declared to be the Managers of the faid Cor

poration, and fhall continue to be the mangers

until the next general Meeting of the faid Cor

poration, and until others fhall be chofen in

their room.

Sect. VIII. THE Corporation aforefaid

fhall have power at any general or fpecial meet

ing, to make and ordain all fuch R ules Orders

and Bye-laws, as fhall be neceflary to promote

the well-being and good order of the faid Cor

poration, and for and concerning the eftate lands

tenements hereditaments goods chattels and

property thereof, as they may think fit ; Provi

ded always, that the faid Bye-laws Rules and

Ordinances, or any of them be not repugnant

to the Conftitution and Laws of the United

States, to the Conftitution and Laws of this

Commonwealth, or to this Initrument upon

which the faid Corporation is formed, and the

Articles herein contained.

N. B. Here follow thefignatures of the members

as in Seclion I.
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I HAVE perufed and examined the preceding

Inftrument, containing the Articles of the Hu

mane Society, and am of opinion, that the

Objects Articles and Conditions therein fet

forth are lawful, and the Defign of the fame

Inftitution charitable and benevolent.

January gth, 1793.

Jared Ingersoll, Attorney General.
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WE, the Justices of the Supreme Court of

the State of Pennfylvania, do Certify to his Ex

cellency the Governor of the faid State, That

at a Supreme Court held at Philadelphia the

feventh day of January inftant, the preceding
Act or Inftrument of Incorporation of the Hu

mane Society of Philadelphia, by the name and

Title of "THE HUMANE SOCIETT OF

PHILADELPHIA" Signed by a number

of Perfons Citizens of the faid State, together
with the opinion of Jared Ingerfoll Efq. there

on, was exhibited to us the fame Justices,
who having perufed and examined the fame,

concur with him in opinion, That the Ob

jects, Articles and Conditions therein fet forth

and contained, are lawful. Witnefs our hands,

and Seals the 23d day of January in the Year

of our Lord One Thoufand Seven Hundred

and Ninety Three.

THOMAS M'KEAN. { l.s. \
V *

EDWARD SHIPPEN. { l.s. x

- -JV>.<-
■

JASPER YEATES. { L. s. J
V T O «*

WILLIAM BRADFORD. \
l.s. 1
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Pennfyhania, ff. IN THE NAME and

by the authority of

******
tne Commonwealth of

/<»s **■** Pennfylvania.

* oV ■■"%■* * Thomas Mifflin, Gov-

* nx l°t ernor of the laid

*«K /v + Commonwealth,

** £\x ^V To Matthew Irwin,

***'*^'*>* Efq. Mafter of the Rolls
***4**** •

j r u r -j

in and for the laid

THO. MIFFLIN
Commonwealth.

WHEREAS it has been duly certified to me

by Jared Ingerfoll Efq. Attorney General of

the faid Commonwealth, and by Thomas

M'Kean Efq. Chief Juftice, and Edward Ship-

pen, JafperYeates, and William Bradford, Efqrs.

Juftices of the Supreme Court of Pennfylvania,
that they have refpedtively perufed and examin

ed the foregoing Act, or Inftrument, for the

Incorporation of the "
HUMANE SOCIETT

OF PHILADELPHIA
"

and that they concur

,in opinion, that the objects articles and condi

tions therein fet forth and contained are law

ful: NOW KNOW YOU, that in purfuance
of the Act of the General Afiembly in fuch

cafe made and provided, I have tranfmitted

the faid Act or Instrument of Incorporation un

to you the faid Mattthew Irwin Mafter of the
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Rolls aforefaid ; hereby requiring you to inroll

the fame at the expence of the Applicants, to

the intent that according to the objects articles

and conditions therein fet forth and contained,

the parties may become and be a Corporation
or Body Politic in law and in fact, to have

continuance by the name ftile and title in the

faid Inftrument provided and declared.

GIVEN under my hand

and the Great Seal of the ftate,

at Philadelphia, this feventh

day of February in the year

of our Lord one Thoufand

Seven Hundred and Ninety
Three, and of the Common

wealth the Seventeenth.

By the Governor

A. J. DALLAS,

Secretary.
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INROLLED in the Roll's Office for the

State of PENNSYLVANIA, in Law Book

No. 5. Page 33, &c. &c.

WITNESS my Hand and Seal of

Office, this 13th Day of February

Anno Domini. 1793*

MATTHEW IRWIN,

M. R.



DIRECTIONS

for recovering perfons, who are fuppofed to be

DEAD, from DROWNING,

alfo, for preventing and curing the diforders produced by

DRINKING COLDWATER, OR OTHER COLD LIQUORS,

and by the action of noxious vapours, lightning, and cxceflivc heat

and cold, upon the human body.

Publifhed by Order of the Humane Society of Phila.

Directionsfor recovering Perfons, who are fuppo
fed to be Dead, from Drowning.

jft
5 A S foonas the body is taken out of the

jljL water, it muft be conveyed, with care

and tendernefs, to a houfe, or any other place,
where it can be laid dry and warm, avoiding the
ufual deftructive methods of hanging it by the

heels, rolling it on a barrel, or placing it acrofs a

log on its belly.

F
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2dly, The clothes muft be immediately ftrip-
ped off, and the body wrapped up in blankets,

well warmed. It fhould be laid on its back,
with the head a little raifed. If the weather be

cold, it fhould be placed near a fire ; but if the

weather fhould be warm, it will be fufffcient to

place it between two blankets well heated; ta

king care to prevent the room being crouded,
with any perfons who are not neceflarily em

ployed about the body.

3dly, As foon as it can poflibly be done, a

bellows fhould be applied to one noitril, while

the other noftril and the mouth are kept clofed,
and the lower end of the prominent part of the

wind-pipe (or that which is called by anatomists,,
Pomum Adami) is prefled backward. The bel

lows is to be worked in this situation ; and when

the breast is fwelled by it, the bellows fhould

ftop, and an afiiftant fhould prefs the belly up

wards, to force the air out. The bellows fhould

then be applied as before, and the belly fhould a-

gain be prefled upwards ; and this procefs fhould

be repeated from 20 to 30 times in a minute,

fo as to imitate natural breathing as nearly aspof-
fible. Some volatile fpirits, heated, fhould be held

under the valve of the bellows, while it works. If

a bellowscannot be procured, fome perfon fhould

blow into one of the noftrils, through a pipe or

quill, while the other noftril and mouth are clo-
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fed as before ; or if a pipe or quill be not at

hand, he fhould blow into the mouth while both

noltrils are clofed ; but whenever a bellows can

be procured, it fhould be preferred, as air for

ced in by this means, will be much more fervi-

ceable than air which has been already breath
ed.

4thly, At the fame time, the whole body
should be rubbed with the hand, or with hot

woollen cloths. The rubbing fhould be mode

rate, but continued with induitry a long time,
and particularly about the breaft.

5thly, During this time, a large quantity of

afhes, or fait, or fand, fhould be heated; and as

foon as it is milk-warm, the body fhould be pla
ced in it ; the blowing and rubbing are then to

be continued as before ; and when the afhes, fait,
or fand, are cooled, fome warmer muft be add

ed, fo that the whole may be kept wilk-warm.

These methods fhould be continued three or

four hours, as in feveral instances they have pro

ved fuccefsful, although no figns of life appear

ed until that time. When the patient is able' to

fwallow, he fhould take fome wine, or rum and

water; bleeding or purging ought not to be ufed,
without confulting a phyfician, who fhould be

called in as foon as poffible.
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To prevent thefatal Effects of drinkingcoldWater ,

or cold Liquors ofanykind, in warm Weather.

i ft, Avoid drinking while you are warm, or,

2dly, Drink only a fmall quantity at once, and

let it remain a fhort time in your mouth before

you fvvallow it ; or,

3dly, Grafp the veflel out of which you are a-

bout to drink (provided it is made ofglafs, earth

en-ware, or metal) for a few minutes, with both

your hands ; for each of thefe fubftances conveys

off* a portibn of the heat of the body into the

cold liquor, and thereby leflens the danger which

arifes from the exceflive heat of the body, and

the coldnefs* of the liquor, or,

4thly, Wafh your hands and face, and rinfe

your mouth with cold water before you drink.

If thefe precautions have been neglected, and

the diforder incident to drinking cold water hath

been produced, the firft, and in moft inftances,

the only remedy to be administered, is fixty

drops of liquid laudanum infpirit and water, or

warm drink of any kind.

If this fhould fail of giving relief, the fame

quantity may be repeated every twenty minutes

until the pain and fpafms abate.
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When laudanum cannot be obtained, rum and

water, or warm water fhould be given. Bleed

ing fhould not be ufed without confulting a phy-
fician.

P. S. The dofe of Laudanum is calculated

for a grown perfon, and muft be fmaller for a

Child.

The dangerous Effects of noxious Vapours, from

Wells, Cellars, fermenting Liquors, &C. may
beprevented,

By procuring a free circulation of air, either

by ventilators, or opening the doors or windows,

where it is confined, or by changing the air, by

keeping fires in the infected place, or by throw

ing in water, in which ftone-lime has been diflbl-

ved.

Thefe precautions fhould be taken, before en

tering into fuch fufpected places, or a lighted can

dle fhould be firft introduced, which will go out

if the air is bad. When a perfon is let down in

to a well, he fhould be carefully watched, and

drawn up again on the least change. But when

a perfon is apparently dead, from the above-men

tioned caufe, the firft thing to be done is to re

move the body to a cool place in a wholefome

air; thenletthebodybe ftripped, and let cold
wa-
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terbe thrown from buckets over it for fome time.

This isparticularly ufeful incafes of apparentdeath

from drunkennefs.-—Let the treatment now be

the fame as that for drowned perfons. The head

fhould be raifed a little ; and continued frictions

with blowing into the noftril with a bellows,

fhould be practifed for feveral hours.

In cafes offuffocation, from the Fumes of Burning
Charcoal.

The general treatment recommended for cu

ring the diforders brought on by noxious va

pours, is to be applied ; but the dangerous
effects of this may be prevented, by taking care

not to fit near it when burning : To burn it in a

chimney ; and where there is no chimney, to

keep the door open, and to place a large tub of

water in the room.

In all thefe, as well as in cafes of drowned per

fons, moderate purges and bleeding are only to

be ufed, with the advice of a phyfician.

To prevent the fatal Effects of Lightning.

Let your houfe be provided with an iron con

ductor ; but when this cannot be had, avoid

fitting, or Handing, near the window, door, or
walls of a houfe, during the time of a thunder-
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guft. The nearer you are placed to the middle

of a room, the better. When you are not in a

houfe, avoid flying to the cover of the woods or

a folitary tree, for fafety.

When a perfon is ftruck by lightning, let con
tinued frictions and inflation of the lungs be

pradifed. Let gentle fhocks of electricity be

made to pafs through the cheit, when a fkilful

perfon can be procured to apply it ; and let blif-

ters be applied to the breaft.

To prevent Danger from Expofure to the Excejfive
Heat of the Sun.

Diforders from this caufe, or (as they are vul

garly termed) ftrokes"of thefun, may be expected,
when a perfon who is expofed to its rays, is af

fected with a violent head-ach, attended with

throbbing or with giddinefs ; where the diforder

takes place, thefefymptoms are followed by fain-

tinefs and great infenfibility, with violent heat

and drynefs of the fkin, rednefs and drynefs of

the eyes, difficulty of breathing, and, according
as the difeafe is more or lefs violent, with a

difficulty, or entire inability of fpeaking or mo

ving.

To guard against thefe dangerous effects of

heat, it will be proper,
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1 ft, To avoid labour or violent exercife, or ex-

pofing yourfelf to the rays of the fun, immediate

ly after eating a hearty meal :

2dly, To avoid drinking fpirits of any kind,

when you are thus expofed. Thefe add an inter

nal fire to the heat of the fun, and are particular

ly hurtful in harveft. Vinegar and water, fweet-

ened with molaffes or brown fugar, butter-milk

and water, fmall beer, whey, or milk and water,

are the moft proper drinks for people who are

expofed to exceflive heat. But the lefs a perfon
drinks of liquors of any kind in theforenoon, the

better will he endure the heat of a warm day.

It will alfo be proper,

3dly, To wear a white hat, or to cover a black

one with white paper, when you are neceflarily

expofed to the hot fun, and to avoid ftanding
ltill when in fuch a fituation.

4thly, To retire into the fhade as foon as you

begin to be affected with pain or throbbing in

the head, with giddinefs or with faintinefs.

If thefe precautions have been neglected, and

the fymptoms above defcribed have come on, it

will be proper,

iff, To remove the perfon fo affected into a

cool, dry place, and to loofen all his garments,

particularly thofe around his neck and breaft.
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2dly, To examine whether the pulfe at the

wrifts or temples beats forcibly, and if it does to

bleed immediately ; but if the pulfe be weak, or

cannot be perceived, bleeding muft not be per

formed.

3dly, To place his feet and legs (or if it can

be done) the lower half of his body, in warm

water. But if this remedy fails,

4thly, Dr. Tiflbt advifes to apply linen

cloths wet with cold water, or with cold water

and vinegar, to the temples and all over the

head.

5thly, To adminifter plentiful draughts of vin

egar and water fweetened.

In all cafes of this kind, a phyfician fhould be

fent for, unlefs the patient recovers fpeedily.

Toprevent the Effects of excejjive Cold.

Perfons are in danger of being deftroyed by

cold when theybecome very drowfy, or are affect

ed with general numbnefs or infenfibifity of the

body. As the cold which proves fatal, generally

affects the feet firft, great care fhould be taken to

keep them as warm as poflible.

G
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ift, By proteding them when you are expo-

fed to cold with wool, or woollen focks in the

fhoes or boots, or with large woollen flockings
drawn over them, or when you ride, with hay
or ftraw wrapped round them.

2dly, By keeping up a brifk circulation in the

blood veflels of the feet, by moving them conjlant-

ly ; or when this is impradicable, from a confi

ned fituation, and two or more perfons are expo-
fed together,

3dly, By placing their feet, without fhoes,

againft each other's breaft.

If, notwithstanding thefe precautions, a per

fon fhould be rendered fleepy or infenfible by

cold, he muft exert himfelf and move about

quickly, for if he fhould fleep in the cold, he

will inevitably perifh. When a perfon. who

is travelling in company, begins to be affeded

in this manner, his companions mould force

him to walk brifkly, or to run.

When cold has produced apparent death, the

body fhouldbe placed in a room without fire, and

rubbed fteadily with fnow, or cloths wet with

cold water, at the fame time that the bellows is

applied to the nofe, and ufed as in the cafe of

drowning. This treatment fhould be continued
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a long time, although no figns of life appear ;

for fome perfons have recovered, who were to

appearance lifelefs for feveral hours.

When the limbs only are affeded by cold,

they fhould be rubbed gently with fnow, or

bathed in cold water with ice in it, until their

feeling and power ofmotion return ; after which

the bathing or rubbing with fnow is to be repeat

ed once every hour, and continued a longer or
fhorter time, as the pains are more or lefs vio

lent.

The perfon thus affeded fhould be kept from
the fire, for fudden warmth and acrid applicati
ons of every kind are improper.
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AT AN ANNUAL MEETING OF THE

HUMANE SOCIETT, MARCH 6th, 1799, THE

FOLLWUING PERSONS WERE ELECTED

MANAGERS, viz.

Benjamin Say,

Cafpar Wiftar,

Robert Parrifli,

Jofeph Crukfhank,

Charles Marshall,

Samuel Pancoaft, junr.

Robert Coe,

Jofeph Lownes,

William Young,

Ifaac Snowden, junr.
Thomas Dobfon,

Caleb Lownes.

'A,ND ATAMEETING OF THEMANAGERS,

MARCH tgth, 1799, THE FOLLOWING PERSONS

WERE ELECTED OFFICERS FOR THE INSU-

ING TEAR, viz.

Benjamin Say,
Charles Marfhall,

Robert Coe, ~l

Samuel Pancoaft, junr. j"
Chriftopher Marfhall

Prefident.

Secretary.

Infpe&ors.

Treafurer.

By either ofwhomfubfcriptions, yearly payments,
and donations, will be thankfully received and

faithfully applied*

FINIS.
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