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LETER T
Of my Situation as an Alien.
My Friends and Neighbours, :

WHEN any perfon becomes an obje& -
of more f{ufpicion than he wifhes to lie under, he na-
turally appeals to thole who have had the beft oppor-
tunity of knowing him; and if they be fatishied with
relpe to his condud, it is the beft means of fatisfying
others.  This unpleafant character of a fufpeéled perfon,
hoftile to the country in which I live, aggravated by
the confideration of its having afforded me protection
when I could not live with comfort, or even with {afe-
ty, in my native country, you well know I have borne
for fome time,

3 I think
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g - To the Inhabitanis

I think it barely poflible for a man who has, in
the five years that I have been among you, done fo little
of an offenfive nature, to have become the objeét of
more fufpicion and rancour than I have incurred. The
moft popular writer in this country, and who receives
the greateft counterance from the perfons in power,
fays, I hope I fhail fee the malignant old Tartuff
“of Northumberland begging his bread thro’ the ftreets
¢ of Philadelphia, and ending his days in the poor &
“ houfe, without a friend to clofe his eyes.” Thecurfe °
of “Ernulphus in Triftram Shandy does not exceed
this.
In order to keep as clear as poffible, and as free
from {ufpicion, with refpe& to the politics of this coun-
try, I did not chufe even to be naturalized, and the
Prefident, to whom I mentioned my objection to it,
much approved of my refolution. But I find that this
precaution has not availed me any thing.

Being an alien, the Prefident has been again and a-
g2in called upon to carry into execution againft me the
late alt of congrefs refpeCling aliens. It has heen faid,
that ¢ if what I have done pafles unnoticed by govern-
“ ment, it will operate as the greatefl encouragement that
“1ts encmies have ever received. They will fay, anc
“ juftly too, that tho’ the Prefident is armed with pow-
‘“er, heis afraid to make ufe of it, 'and ‘that the alien law
“ is a mere bug bear.”

I hope, however, to convince you that {uch an
order would be crael and unjuft ; for that I am not fo
very dangerous a perfon as this writer and his pariy
fuppofe. ;

That I may condul this addrefs to you with fome
regard to method, I fhall firlt confider what is obje&-
ed to me from what I am, and then from what 7 have
dJ'm. Aftcr‘ this T fhall tell you what I think, both
with refpe€t to your government in general, and the
late adminiftration of it, with the reafons on which my

opinions
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opinions are founded; and thus you will know bet-
ter than you can do at prefent what to think of me,
and of my accufers too. In doing this I fhall, with
Pope,

~———————pour out all myfelfas plain,

As honeft Shippen, or as old Montagne.

In the firft place, then, I am to confider what is
objefted to me from what I am. In fome relpeéls
neither praife nor blame will attach to what a man s,
becaufe it was not in his power to have been any other.
It will not, forinftance, be objetted me, at leaft as. an
‘unfavourable circumftance, that I am a native of Eng-
land, even by thofe whofe greateft boaft it is that they
are native Americans. Nor fhall ¥ be cenfured for
faying, what I always have done, and what with great
truth I repeat, that I am proud of my native country,
and am as fincere a well wither to it as any American
can be to this country. It does notdependon ourlelves,
but upon our parents, and upon God, who affigns to
every man his proper {tation and duty, where we fhall
be born.

But of what importance is it where I was born,
or whence I came; whether I dropped among you
from the clouds, or rofe out of the earth. Here I am.
Here is my family. Here is my property, and every
thing elfe that can attach a man to any place. Letany
perfon only view my houfe, my garden, my library,
my laboratory, and the other conveniences with which
I am furrounded, and let him withal confider my age,
and the little difpofition that I have fthewn 'to ramble
any whither, and fay whether any perfon among your-
{elves, or in the United States, could remove with more
difficulty, or with more lofs, than I fhould do. And
yet there are great numbers who would think no more
of an order to fend me out of the country (which it is
in the power of the Prefident to give, and even without
deigning to give me a hearing) than it I was a pauper,

without
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without houfe or home; and they would rejoice as
much in it as if 1 had been a burden to the diftriét.

It is furely, alfo, as probable that I {hall have a
real attachment to a country, and the government of it,
to which I came voluntarily, and from a prcfercnce of
them to any other, as if I had been a native, and confe-
quently had had nochoice in the cafe. Is it fuppofed
by my adverfaries that I have any predileéion for
England, or the government of it, merely becaufe
I was born there ? ;

IfI am analien myfelf, my fons are naturalized ;
and muft not a father feel for them ? Can he bean
enemy to the country to which they belong ? :

You will {mile to hear my accufer fay that I live
in “a/hed, which 1 dignify with the name a houfe ;"
when you know that, with re(peét both to convenience
and elegance, itis fuperior to any houfe in the county,
and excepting Philadelphia, and its neighbourhood
there are perhaps few that are equal to it in the whole
State. It would be a better founded objeétion to fay,
that its appearance is too Ariftocratical for the habita-
tion of a IDcmocrat. My library and philofophical
apparatus are, without boafting, fuperior to any thing
of the kind in this country, and of much more valu
than my houfe. '

He alfo fays that, like Mr. Vaughan, I fhall
“ leave this country in dudgeon the moment I can
““ do it with a profpect of living elfewhere with fafety
“ and in eafe.”  You who know the provifion I have
made for fpending( my days with comfort here, are bet-
ter judges of the probability of this than any perfon at

. a diftance can be. Mr. Cobbet’s account of myfelf,
and my conduét, in his pamphlet on the fubje&of my
emigration, has juft as much of truth init as his account
of my houfe and my intentions. :

It is, however, moft ferioufly objefted to me that
1 am a French citizen, and have adopted French prin-

ciples ;
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#ples ; a1d in the opinion of many perfons thofe prin-
ciples are truly diabolical, fo that I might as well have
come to you from the infernal regions. This I feel to be
dangerous ground ; but having undertaken to give
you the beft account that I can of what I am, I fhall,
if you will have the courage to follow me, venture upon
itin my next Letter. In the mean time, I am,

My Friends and Neighbours,

Your fincerely,

J. PRIESTLEY.

LETTER I,
Of French Citizenfhip, and French Principles.
My Friends and Neighbours,

IN my laft I promifed to confider what
is objeéted to me as a Citizen of France. 'This I find
to be an accufation of a very ferious nature. For on
this account alone itis taken for granted that I mu/! be
an enemy to this country, which for fome time pait has
been in a ftate nearly bordering on open hoftility with
France. Mr. H confiders it as a {ufficient proof
of Mr. Cooper’s being inimical to this country, that,
on a late occafion, he was fuppofed to have atted in
concert with me ; as if I was not only avowedly hof-
tile to this country myfclf, but muft ncceflanly com-

municate
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municate the fame hoftiie difpofition to all perfons whe
have any communication with me, ,

But, my friends, hear a little reafon on this {ub-
je€. You have heard a great deal that is not reafon,
but mere paflionate declamation upon it ; and efpeci-
ally attend to the circumftance of the #me in which I
was made a citizen of France, and the occafion of it.
It was fimply as a well known friend of general liber-
ty, in confequence of my having written 1n defence of
the liberties of America, as well as thole of France,
and as one who had fuffered in the caule.

Confider alfo thatat that time there wasnofufpici-
of a war between England and France. The French
king was then living, the confitution of France was
then reduced to a limited monarchy refembling that of
England, and other Englithmen, and among them
Mr. Wilberforce, a faft friend of Mr. Pitt, were made
citizens of France. He was diftinguifhed in this man-
ner on account of his taking the lead in the meafures
that were adopted for the abolition of the flave trade.
It wasalfo, I believe, at the fame time that your Gene-
ral Wafthington reccived the fame compliment; and
furely you do not for this {ufpe&t Aim of being your
enemy.

In thefe circumftances it is very poflible that any
native American might not have thought it at all dif-
reputable to have been made a citizen of France, ob-
noxious as the charadter happens to be at prefent. I
certainly confider it as an honour to me, and think that
I have more reafon to be proud of it than of being a
notive of any country whatever. I wifh I had done
more to deferve it.

Butitis alleged by thofe who with to make the
mofl of every circumflance that can be conftrued to
my prejudice, that, befides being a citizen of France,
I was elefted a member of the Conventional Aflembly,

appointed for the purpofe of framing a new conftitu-

tion
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tion for that detefted country and this implies a nearer
relation to it, To this, alfo, I plead guilty. I was
ele@ed ina great number of the departments of France,
and was informed that 1 fhould have been eleed in
maily more, but that it was well underftood that I cer-
tainly fhould be in others. I fhould have been eleét-
ed for the department of Paris, if it had not been for
the oppofition of Robefpierre, who very properly ob-
je€ed to it, as not fit for any foreigner. I faw the ho-
nourable propofal in the {ame light. I was pleafed
with the compliment, but declined the oflice; and
what could the proudeft native American have done
more? Thele circumflances, I am willing to think,
will be deemed to operate as {ome extenuation of my
offence.

Confider, alfo, the change that has taken place
with refpe& to opinions, aswell as other things, in the
laft five years among yourfelves. 'When I came to this
country, in the year 1794, I found the people in ge-
neral in unifen with me on this fubje&. On all public
occafions, Succefs to the arms of France was mever o-
mitted among the toafls that were drank. Complaints
were at that time univerfally made againit the infolence
and injuftice of the Englifh, and even an open rupture
with England was generally expeed. Therewas no
complaint of French principles then, tho’ they were the
fame that they are now: They were untverlally con-
fidered as the principles of general liberty, and the
{ame with American principles, thatis republican, in
oppofition to monarchical. 'Thechange, therefore, that
has taken place is not in me, but in the people here;
and confidering that old men do not eafily change their
fentiments, orattachments, if I muft change, you muft
allow. me more time, and this I cannot pretend to fix ;
but 1 fhall be as expeditious as 1 can.

If by French principles be meant the principles of
the French government, 1 do not fee where they differ

in
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in any thing that is effential from thole of your own,
In neither of the two conftitutions are there any here-
ditary honours or powers. All offices are eletive, and
for a moderate time. In both there are three diftinét
powers, an executive, a fenate, and a houfe of repre-
{entatives; tho” not called by the fame names, or con-
neted in quite the fame manner ; and in neither of the
countries 1s there any form of religion eftablifhed by
law.

The great outline of the two conflitutions is there-
fore the very fame. In fome other things they differ,
as in their executive there are five perfons, and in yours
only one. But which of them is beft adapted to anfwer
its end experience only can decide. Tho’ each has its
peculiar advantages, as in a future letter I may fhew, an.d
I am difpofed to give the preference to that of this
country ; yet as far as I can fee, either of them may
do very well, and whateveris found to be inconvenient
in either of them may be changed at a proper time. So
great an agreement as this might be expefled to lay a
foundation for friendfhip , efpecially as the French na-
tion, with whatever view (which it does not behove any
flate to {crutinize very narrowly) gave you material af-
fitance in afferting your liberties, and then followed
your example in afferting their own; changing theix
monarchical government for a republican one.

The moft opprobious apmellation with which thofe
who call themfelves Federalifls reproach us, as a confe-
quence of our adopting French principles, is that of
democrats. Democracy, they feem to think, the greateft
of all crimes, and the perfons chargeable with it not fit
to be tolerated in any regular government. But my
friends, pray confider what democracy really means. It
fignifies nothing morethan the government of the people,
or a conflitution in which the people chufe all their
magiftrates, and in which the magifirates are accounta-
ble to the people, or their reprefentatives, for their con-

dul
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duét in office, which is exaflly the conflitution of
thls_ country. Every man, therefore, who is not a de-
maocrat 1s an enemy to this conftitution. What flrange
and arbitrary meanings our enemies may annex to this
word T cannot tell, nor do I believe they know them-
felves; but I have not yet met with any democrat who
ufed the word in any other fenfe than that which I have

now given to it. B
Our enemies will tell you that by democracy we
mean a ftate of anarchy and confufion, a government
by mobs, and an equalization” of all property. But
can any of you really believe that a perfon of my {mall
property would wifh for fuch a ftate as this, or that a
perfon of my age would like to fcramble among the’
ftrongeft of you for what I could get. If that was to
be the cafe, I thould expe& to be very foon turned out
of my houfe, and left to ftarve among you. If you
can be made to believe this of us, you are eafily impof-
ed upon indeed, and might be made to fear left the fky
thould fall, that fire might be fet to your river, or that
an army of French canibals may crofs the Atlantic in a
fleet of balloons, land on the blue mountain, and eat up
all your children for their firft breakfaft. For thefe are:
not more improbable than the other. ;i
As by democracy we mean a government of the
people, and not of the mob, fo by equality we mean an
equality of rights, and of power both to acquire pro-
perty, and to keep it ; the equality that aftually ex-
ifts in this country. This has been explained fo often
that our enemies mufl know it to be our whole mean-

M

g You are angry at the Frenchfor their captures of
your fhips, as you were before at the Englifh on the
fame account, and I believe you had reafon in both
cafes. - But do not lay the blame on French or Englifh
principles, but on the adminiftration of the countries.
Phe French themfelves are far from approving of the
G conductt
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condu@ of all their rulers, and ftill lefs of all that are
employed by them. Why then muft I be fuppofed to.
approve of “all the attrocities of Robefpierre, with
which I am continually charged, merely becaufe 1 am
an adopted citizen of France. I condemn them as
much as you can do, and hope they will not occur a-
gain. I find, however, that, in the opinion of {fome,
I muft bear the blame of all that has been done in
France, even fince I have had no communication with
that country, or knowledge of what paffes in it, and
perhaps of all the crimes that may be committed there
after I am dead.

But they who are the loudeft in their exclamati-
on againft French principles, appear to me to know
nothing of any principles of government. For it is
impoflibie to reprobate the general principles of the
French government, and not include thofe of the A-
merican government in the fame cenfure. It may,
therefore, be fairly prefumed that they are diffatisfied
with this government, and wifh to overturn it. This
would give me the greateft concern. I came hither
from the preference I gave to it; and any material
change in it would certainly, old as I am, drive me
away again. With your immortal Franklin, I fay
Where liberty is, there 1smy country. Of the American
conflitution, I therefore fay, Effo perpetua.

I am, &c.

LETTER
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LETTER III.

Of my Riglt to treat of Subjeéls of civil Policy, and the
Advantages I ‘have had for acquiring Knowledge of
this Kind. 5

My Friends and Neighbours,

HAVING confidered what is objected
to me on account of what I am, I proceed to what I
have done; and indeed this is of much more impor-
tance than the other. For what does it fignify what
any man 5, or what charaéler he fuftains, if he do
nothing in confequence of it. Butit is urged againit
me that I have not been an idle fpeftator of what is
pafling ; for that I aflually bufy myfelf in the poli-
tics of the country, and with thefe it 1s faid I have
nothing to do.

Before I inform you what I have done, or what I
have not done, give me leave to obferve that, tho’ I am
an alien, 1 cannot allow that I have no right to have
an opinion with refpet to the government of the coun-
try in which I live, or to exprels my opinion, in words
or in writing, if I be fo difpofed.

Can any man, whofe perfon and property are in
any country, be wholly unconcerned about the con-
duét ofits affairs. Tho’a man may be a mere paffen-
ger in a fhip, muft he be content to fee it fuffer, or
fink, and not give his opinion how it might be faved,
becaufe he is not the owner, the captain, or any officer
on board a&ing under him. I have heard, indeed, of
a man who when he was alarmed with the cry of fire in
the houfe in which he was fleeping, faid “ what is that to
me, I am only a lodger. But his condut is not gene-
rally thought worthy of imitation.

When
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When Dean Swift, who was an _Englifhman re-
fiding in Ireland, wrote about the politics of that coun-
try, and by his Drapier’s Letters prevented the circu-
Jation of Wood’s halfpence, was there any complaint
of his interference on account of his being a foreigner 2
And had I done any thing pleafing to tbofe who now
complain of my condué, their complaints would not
have been heard. Do the fame perfons complam of
the writings of Peter Porcupine, who, as an alien, ﬁapds
in the fame predicament with myfelf ? Had I, like
him written any thing in praife of the meafures of ad-
miniftration, I might have done it without any cenfure,
as well as he. :

On the principles of my accufers, had I difco-
vered a certain method of preventing or curing the
yellow fever, or of deftroying the Heffian fly, I muft
not have divulged it becaufe I aman alien. Butif I
be at liberty to do good, it muft be what I myfelf deem
to be good, and in my own way alfo, and with refpeét
to all fubjets indifcriminately, that of politics not ex-
cepted. Another muft not think, judge, or a&t, for
me.

If T had nothing at ftake in the country (and I
have much more than thoufands of native Ameri-
cans) is it poffible for a man to feec any company, in
which, from the prefent interefting ftate of public af-
fairs, there 15 hardly any other topic of converfation
than politics, or read your new{papers, in which topics
of this kind are continually difcufled, and form no o-
pinion about them ; andif he have an opinion, can
he forbear to let his acquaintance know what that opini-
on is. when perhaps they are inquifitive, and wifh to
know it. :

I have another apology to make for the condu&
that_ is objefted to me. Having never had much ca-
pacity for the more adtive purfuits of life, I had from
very early yearsa turn fon‘fpecu[m’z’on on every fubjeét

that
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that has become before me ; and they have been very
various, as my writings will thew. ~Among them po-
litics, in fuch a country as England, could not be ex-
cluded, any more than religion, or philofophy. And
being now old, and of courfe lefs attive, I am more
difpofed to think, and, having more experience, I
prefume I am rather better qualified for it than e-
ver. Have the candour, therefore, to bear with my
thinking, and with my talking and writing too, as
you do with refpeét to other old men, tho’ you fhould
be of opinion that what I think, fpeak, or write, is
not fo much to the purpofle as you could wifh it to
be.

As I own I am fometimes difpofed to think,
and to {peak on the fubjeé of politics, as well as on
other topics, you muft excufe my vanity, if I imagine
that I am in fome meafure not unqualified for it.
At leaft I have, in the courfe of a very various life, had
the means of acquiring fome political knowledge.

I was feven years in the family of the Marquis of
Lanfdown, which was altogether a political houlfe,
where I daily faw, and converfed with, the firft poli-
ticians not only of England, but fromall parts of Eu-
rope. And, independent of  that connexion, I have
had more or lefs intercourfe with moft of the political
living charatters whofe names you have heard menti-
oned, and with many that you have not heard of.
Befides the principal politicians of England, both in
and out of the miniftry, I was perfonally acquainted
with {ome of the moft eminent .in France, both be-
fore and fince the revolution; as Mr.. Turgot, Mr.
Neckar, Mr. Briffot, Mr. Pethion, and the Duc de
Rochfocault, who was my conflant correfpondent
from the time that I was in France to that of his un-
fortunate death.

I am fenfible that what I am now faying will have
tue air of boafling. But if, as Solomon fays, therebe
a tiwie
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e time for allthings, my prefent fituation may juftify
it in me, as a fimilar one did in the apoftle Paul.

Tho’ my writings, as you may fee by thp catvalo-
gue of them, relate chiefly to theology, philofophy,
or general literature, fome of them are political, efpe-
cially my Effay on the firft principles of government and
my Leétures on Hiftory and General policy, which are
read in fome of your colleges. As well for the compo-
fition of this work, asto enlarge my knowledge of the
fubje®, there are few political publications of much
note that I have not read, and with feveral of the
later and the moft eminent writers on fubjeéts of po-
licy I was perfonally acquainted, as the Abbe Raynal,
and Dr. Adam Smith, the author of the celebrated
treatife on the wealth of mations. If, therefore, I have
no knowledge of the fubjeét of politics, it has not been
for want of the means, or the opportunity of ac-
quiring it.

1 thould hardly have been thought of as a pro-
per perfon for a member of the conventional aflembly
of France, chofen in what are reckoned the beft times
of their revolution, for the exprels purpofe of forming
a new conflitution of government for that country,
if I had not had fome charaéter for knowledge of this
kind. My knowledge of theology, or chemiftry, would
not have recommended me to that fituation.

Your Prefident, with whom I am well acquainted
when he was ambaffador in England, and with whom
I correlponded from that time till he was advanced to
his prefent fituation, will excufe me if on this occafion
I quote his authority. Having in one of my publica.
tions declared my preference of one of his political
maxims to that which was maintained by Dr. Franklin,
he fays in one of his letters, that he confiders itas * a
* compliment which he holds very precious.” With Dr.
Franklin, who was as much a political as a philofophical
charafter, I was intimately acquainted many years.

His
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His letters to me would have made a very large vo-
lume. Three of them he has publ'i{hec{in his mif-
cellaneous works. ‘

Notwithftanding thefe advantages which 1 have
had for public information, and the obfervation and
experience of a long life, many ef the young men of
this country, being native Americans, think them-
felves, I doubt not, much wifer than I pretend to be,
and will make very light of any opinions of mine. Be
it fo. It is in the order of Providence that fucceeding
generations fhould grow wifer than the preceding ones ;
and if the youngeft of the native Americans will teach
me any thiug, I fhall not think myfelf too old tolearn.

The great principles of found policy are not,
in my opinion, above the comprehenfion of young
men, and even fuch as havenot had the advantage of
a learned education. The circumftances that contri-
bute to the flourifhing flate of a country, which is the
proper objeét of all civil policy, are eafily known, and
the operation of them in all particular cafes would be
as eafily underflood, did not prejudice and paflion mif-
lead men’s judgments. Butin confequence of -this,
the fchemes of fome of the moft profound politicians
have brought nations to the very brink of ruin, What
is it that has been effe&ted by the great politicians of:
Europe in the laft century, befidesinvolving their ref-
petive countries in a flate of perpetual war 7 When
has peace been made, but when the people werefo
exhaufted that war could not have been carried on any
longer ? Andin confequence of thefe violent exerti-
ons, are they not all loaded with debts which neither
the prefent nor any future generation will ever be.able
to pay, and which muft halten the period of bankru -
¢y, and rewvolution, which they fo much dread. Can
you contemplate all this and call it wifdom 2

Since, however, the {ubjet of politics has not in
itielf any greater difficulty attending it than even young

mer
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men may furmount; and fince it 1s chieﬂy-paﬁzm that
mifleads men’s judgment with refpe& to it, it is furely
the lefs prefumption in old men, whofe paffions are ge-

nerally more under the command of rea_fon than thofe

of young men, to think and write upon it. ‘

I am, &c.

LETTER I'V\

Of what I have done with Refpeét to the Politics of
this Country.

My Friends, and Neighbours,

THO’ T have not been prevented by
any peculicar difficulty that there is in the fubjeét of
Politics, or by the fuppofed impropriety of an alien at-
tending to it, from taking a part in your political
differences, I have had other views and purfuits; and
having had much leifure in this country, I have done
fomuch in other ways, that I think I can convince you
that I cannot poflibly bave been that bufy, intriguing,
and dangerous politician, that I am reprefented to have
been.

Of my publicationsin England, which I believe
are about an hundred, very few relate to politics. My
publications in this country are not lefs than twelve,
all theological or philofophical, befides three articles
on the Tranfactions of the Society at Philadelphia, and
eleven that are printed in the Medical Repofitory at
New-York ; three more are fent, but are not et

printed ;
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-printed ; and I have four or five articles ready to fend
to the Society at Philadelphia. #*

Befides thefe works, I have juft printed in this
place a large volume intitled a Comparifon of the Infii-
tutions of Mofes with thofe of the Hindoos and other an-
cient mations. 1 have compofed a Continuation of my
Church hiftory to the prefent tvme, which will make fix
volumes 8vo, and about as many of Notes on the 0ld
and New Teflament, part indeed compofed in England,
but deftroyed at the riots in Bermingham, and recompo-
fed here. ~ You will pleafe to obferve that in merely
writing much, there 1s no other merit than that of indu]l
try, a quality which I believe my greateft enemies
will allow me.

Tho' I have written fo much fince I have refided
in this place, I generally {pend the greateft part of my
time in my laboratory, making experiments, the objett
of which is not gain, but the extenfion of natural
knowledge. Judge then your{elves whether it has
been poffible for me to have given much attention to
the peculiar politics of this country.

It is true, as 1 have obferved, that I could not
help forming fome opinton on fubjeéls that are conti-
nully before me ; and I will not deny that it accords
better with my former principles and habits of think-
ing to take part with thofe who difapprove of the late
meafures of your government, and are generally cal-
led Democrats, than with thofe who call themfelves
Federalifts, whofe language and fentiments appear to

me

* In philofophy I am combatirg the principles of the
French chemifiry ; and as every thing that is French is now un-
popular, the Federalifts may be expected to wifh me fuccefs.
Of this however I am as confident as the allied powers are that
’ they fhall conquer France, and overturn its republican govern-
ment, tho’ at prefent almoft all chemifts in this country, as
well as in Europe, are ftrongly attached to it.
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me to be very congenial to thofe of the friends of mo-
narchy, and high maxims of government, in England.
My political opinions, however, 1 have not been for-
ward to obtrude on others; and if the private cpinions
of one man, and that an alien, can fhake any country,
it cannot ftand long. !

I do not know, nor have I any reafon to believe,
that any one of you has changed his opinion in politics
in confequence of my refidence among you. W hate-
ver be your {entiments in this relpeét, they are wholly
independent of me. You alfo well know, that my
-opinions, have had no more influence on any of my
countrymen in this place than they have had on your-
felves.

Tho’ what I have done in theology and philo-
{ophy may feem [ufficient to have occupied me wholly,
I will now gratify my enemies by informing them,
that notwithftanding this, I have a&tually found time,
both to fzy and to do {omething with refpeét to the
politics of the day, and fom&thing which without my
own voluntary confeffion, they could not have found
out. Inthe Aurora, that receptable, as it is confider-
ed for all feditious and treafonable matter,* for Feb.
26 and 27, 1788, there is an article of mine, which will
be thought to be of a fulpicious complexion, figned
a Quaker in politics. But to fave them the trouble

of

* Tho’ I fee almoft all the newfpapers that are printed in
Philadelphia, itis to this that I give the preference. In En-
gland I was a reader of the Morning Chrenicle, which was then
patronized by the friends of liberty in that country ; but Ido
not think that, in its beft times, it was fuperior to the Aurora
with relpet to juft fentiment, valuible information, or good
compofition. The Federalifts of this'country, who feldom, I
believe, read this paper, muft be ignorant ot many things that
it brhoves them to know. Having faid this, I muft expet to
be made an{werable for every thing that ever has been, or ever
will be printed in the Aurora.
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of looking for it, I fhall reprint the whole of it at the
end of thefe Letters. This, however, isall that I have
written i1l the prefent time.

But tho’ I have wrtten nothing more than this
finglearticle myfelt ; yet approving of Mr. Cooper’s Ef-
Joys in*your Gazette, I contributed one dollar towards
printing a few extra copies of one of them, before it was
known they would all be reprinted in the form of apam-
phlet. However, to make amends for this fault, and
to thew my impartiality, and my defire to promote the
free difcuflion of fubjeés of importance to the commu-
nity, 1 here promife thatif any Federalift will give as
comprehenfive and as difpaflionate a view of what they
have to advance in {upport of the late meafures, as Mr.
Cooper has done againft them, 1 will give another del-
lar towards that publication. I fear, however, itwill
not be in the power of Mr. Cooper’s antagonift to ful-
fil the conditions on which I make this promife. Per-
fons writing in fupport of any government, being
fure of protettion, if not of reward, areapt to indulge
themf{elves in intemperate language, as a mark of their
zeal in the caufe ; while the dread of penal laws natu-
rally makes the oppugner of them timid, and confe-
quently more guarded and decent in his language,
mindful of the Latin adage, leniter in modo fortiter in
rei

The writer who fliles himfelf Ma/Jackutenfis, gives
‘me more merit than I am entitled to with refpect to Mr.
Cooper’s publication, when he fays that I took great
¢ pains to circulate it, that I travelled thro’ the country
¢ for the purpofe, and that I was, in falt, the patron
of it.” The fa&t was, thatI never {aw any of the pa-
pers till after their publication, and all that 1 did with
refpeét to the circulation of the extra copies was to car-
ry a bundle of them from the printer’s to the houfe of
a brother democrat in this town, which might as well
have been done by the printer’s boy. 1

: ' Ido
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I do not, however, fay this to exculpate myfelf
from any crime. For I conﬁder' both the writing of
the letters in qucﬁion, and the circulation of them, as
praife worthy a@tions. Maffachutenfis calls Mr. Coop-
er an Englifh Facobin, but this is merely a term of re-
proach. The principles that Mr. Cooper has main-
tained are clearly thofe of the American conftitution.
W hoever denies this, either does not underftand th_ofe
principles, or is an enemy to them ;.and as the fubject
is fufficiently intelligible, the latter is the more proba-
ble {fuppofition of the two. .

The paragraphs which this writer fele&s, as parti-
cularly obnoxious, I entirely approve. For certainly
the man who fhould wifh to extend the power of the
Prefident of this country beyond the bounds prefcribed
by the conftitution, could not take better fteps to gain
his end than thofe that are pointed out by Mr. Cooper.
At the fame time, it 1§ not denied, nor does Mr.
Cooper deny it, that the {ame things might be done
from other motives. But, as he obferves, we have
nothing to do with men’s motives. but only with the ten-
dency of their meafures ; and of this we muft form our
judgment from cenfidering their nature, and the cir-
cumflances of the cafe.

For what I did in this bufinefs Maflachuten-
fis, who confiders it as acrime of a peculiarly hei-
nous nature, fays “ I ftand gharged before the great
“ tribunal of the American people!” I do not, howe-
ver, confider an anonymous writer ina newfpaper as
the American people. But whenever this people, whom
I refpeét, fhall arraign any part of my condu& by their
authorized officers, in due form; I fhall be ready to
meet the accufation. In the mean time, thele letters
may be fuflicient.

; That. I may leave nothing on my confcience rela-
ting to this fubje@ of what I have done, 1 will farther
confels that, averfe as I generally am to public meet-

1ngs,
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ings, which are often attended with much noife, to which,
from the habits of a fludious life I am much averfe, 1
was prevailed upon to join in two celebrations of the
gth of July, one of them two years ago, in a grove
near thistown, and this year in another near Suvburys
at hoth of which republican or democratical toafts were
drank, and where the late meafures of adminiftiation
were not praifed.

If 1 could think that it would avail me any thing,
T might perhaps piead that, if I have done mifchisfin
fome refpeéts, I have done good in others. But with
thofe who have ne knowledge beyond that of the po-
litics of the day, and a very fuperficial knowl.dge even
of them, pounds of merit of any other kind would be
outweighed by grains of political, or rather of party
demerit. Let 2 man who is fufpetted of what any
party terms fedition deferve ever {o well of his country,
or of mankind at large, in other refpe&s, no mcre
mercy would be fhewn him on that account, than
was fhewn by Robefpierrein France. Had I made dif-
coveries in {cience equal to thofe of Newton, or had
had the philanthropy of Howard, they would not have
exempted me from the coarfeft abufe that the Englith
language can furnifh. A deteéted thief, or a fraudu-
lent forger of bank bills, would have met with more
favour than has been fhewn to me.

I do not recollett any thing more that I have
done with refpe& to the politics of this country fince
I have come into it, except writing a reply to a viru-
Jent cenfure of me for holding a correfpondence with
a friend in France on occafion of a letter to me in-
tercepted and publifhed with notes in England, and
republifhed with additional and more virulent remarks
in this country. This reply I publifhed in {everal of
your newlpapers, and I believe it gave general fatis-
faGtion. I fhall, therefore, foon proceed to inform
you what I really think of tiie political flate of this

country,
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countrv. and I fhall do it with perfe& fr'ecdom, but
with that coolnefs which I hope is habitual to me.
T oaly wiih that what I write may be rcad with the
fame temper. But before I do this I fhall in my next
make {ome farther obflervations concerning the inter-
cepted Letters, and abufive writings in general, and thofe
which refpeét myfelf in particular,

I am, &c,

LETTER V.
Of the intercepted Letters, and, of the French Revolution.
My Friends and Neighbours,

: A GREAT clamour was made {ome
time ago about the intercepted letters mentioned in my
laft. It was on that occafion that I wrote the fub-
ftance of thefe Letters ; but being unwilling, without
more urgent caufe, to appear as a political writer, 1
withheld them from the prefs, and contented myfelf
with writing a thort advertifement, merely in anfwer to
a charge of being a {py in the intereft of France.

To decline all particular difcuflions, Ithen obferv-
ed, that I was not an{werable for what any perfon
might think proper to write to me. But this bufinefs
being again brought before the public, I will freely
acknowledge that my friend’s letter gave me great plea-
fure; and the like 1 have received from others before
and fince that time, written by the fame hand, andin
the fame {pirit, tho’ no two men think exactly alike,

or
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or would exprefs themfelves in exafily the fame man-
ner. Mr. Stone, being a younger man, will naturally
be more fanguine, and write with more warmth than I
.fhould be diipofed to do. But, my friends, read the
intercepted letters without regarding the notes that ac-
companied the publication, and then fay what there
1s'in them that can give juft offence to any American.
Mr. Stone is a perlon who, together with myfelf,
earneftly wifhed for a retormation of abufes in the En-
glith government, in order to prevent an entire revo-
lution, which we did not think was wanied there. He
now fees, or thinks he fees, that no fuch reformation
is to be expeéted; and therefore withes a revolution to
take place, thinking it to be abfolutely neceffary for
the good of the people. I own that I am now in-
clined to his opinion. I fincerely wifh (if the genuine
{pirit of the original conftitution cannot be revived,
which would no doubt be the befi for that country)
for fome more radical change than I have hitherto
thought neceflary, tho’ I wifh it may be effefted pea-
ceably, and without the interference of any foreign
power. ;
Tho’ during the American war it was voted, in
the houfe of Commons, that ¢ the power of the crown
“ had increafed, was increafing, and ought to be dimi-
“ nithed ;” it is evident that, fo far from being dimin-
ifhed, it has kept increafing fince that time ; and how
far it may goit s impofiible to fay. The forms of the
Britith conftitution are fo far from being any real check
on the power of the crown, as in theory they ought to
be, that they are the moft convenient inftruments of it ;
the court, as is well known, always commanding a ma-
jority in the houfe of Commons, and being equally
fure of the fupport of the Lords in all their mea-
fures.
Seeing that, for want, as I conceive, of a due
reprefentation of the people, arelpeétable clafs of Ell*{l};
gh
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glifk: citizens are frowned upon, and their ﬁtuqhon una
comfortahle, and hardly fafe, I ﬁncelfcly wifh them
relieved. My correipondent does the fame, and more-
over exprefies his fatisfaltion in the progrefs that the
revelutionary fpirit is making mn other parts of Europe,
where it is 41'1 more wanted. Now, pray, what of-
fence can this jufily give in America, where 2 fimilar
revolution has aétually taken place, and where the great
benefits of it are every day experienced ? Why fhould
you take umbrage at other countries following the ex-
ample that you have fet them?

Shocked at the enormities which have been comi-
mitted in France, and which no perfons lament fo much
as the fricnds of liberty in every country, it has be-
come fafhionable with many to exclaim againft all re-
wolutions indilcriminately, and all the principles that
lead to them ; and in the Englifh parliament a wifh
has been openly exprefled for the refloration of the an-
cient government, and the ancient religion, of France.
But, {urcly, they who hold this language muft either
‘be avowed advocates of arbitrary power, or have for-
gotten the ftate of France before the laft revolution.

No writer whatever exprefles a greater dread of e-
rery thing tending to revolution than Mr. Robifon,
profeffor of Natural Philofophy in the univerfity of
Edinburgh, in his book entitled Proofs of a confpiracy a-
gainft all the religions and governments of Europe, in
which he makes me one of thofe confpirators. But e-
ven this writer could not help acknowledging the exift-
ence of {uch abufes in the government of France as
were abfolutely in{fupportable, and {uch as would abun-
dantly juftify the fubje@s of it in attempting its fub-
verfion. It may not be amifs to bring before you a part
of what this writer fays on the fubje.

After enumerating all the caufes of corruption in
government, he fays p. 48 * Perhaps there never was
*“a nation where all thefe co-operating caufes had

“ acquired
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acquired greater ftrength than in France. Opprefli-
ous of all kinds were at their height. The luxuries
of Iife were enjoyed exclufively by the upper claffes,
and this in the higheft degree of refinement ; {o that
the defires of the reft were whetted to the utmoft.
Religion appeared in its worft form, and feemed cal-
culated folely for procuring eftablifhments for the
younger fons of an infolent and ufelefs noblefle.
The morals of the higher orders of the clergy and of
¢ the laity were equally corrupt.—The whole nation
“ became infidel—The mifcondu& of adminiftration,
and the abufes of the public treafure, were every
* day growing more impudent and glaring, &c. &c.
In fa& the king of France was an abfolute monarch,
and the fubjetts were flaves.” p. 264.

* There is no denying the infolence and oppreffi-
 on of thecrown, and of the nobles, nor the mifery
“ and flavery of the people ; nor that there was fufh-
“ cient provocation for a total change of meafures and
“ of principles,” p. gor. And is not this the very
thing that the French nation, now fo much execrated,
have done? For what, then, are they to be fo much
condemned ?

You will obferve, however, that this writer af-
cribes the revolution in France, in a great meafure, to
the example fet by this country, to which it is fuffi-
ciently evident from his manner of expreffing himfelf,
that he 1s no friend. ¢ Their officers and foldiers, who
¢ returned from America,” ke fays *“ imported American
“ principles, and in every company found hearers who
“ liftened with delight and regret to the fafcinating tale
* of American independance,” p. 263.

Be aflured that the enemies of the French revo-
lution are in reality no lefs the encmies of the Ame-
rican, as they both arofe from the fame principles.
The immediate flimulus was oppreflion, which was
unfpeakably greater in France than it was in this coun-
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try. And if ever monarchy be firmly eftablifhed in
France, the liberty and independence of A“ncrlca will
be in imminent danger. But I have no lear on the
fubje&, I rejoice in both revolutions alike.*

If you read any authentic account of the ftate
of theother European kingdoms (I except, however,
Denmark and Sweden) you will be {atisfied that the
abufes of government and the oppreflion of the peo-
ple, are got to an extreme. Germany has long groan-
ed under the oppreffion of a haughty nobility, and
there have been frequent rifings of the peafants to bet-
ter their condition. In the time of Luther more th_an
a hundred thoufand had rccourfe to arms in.Swabla;
but wanting good leaders, and 11! provided with ftores
and ammunition, they were foon fupprefled. Bo@h\

Spain

* From the commencement of the American war I wifhed
for the independence of this country, being firmly perfuaded
thatit would be for the real advantage of England, as well as
of thefe States, and this is now, I believe, almoft univerfally
acknowledged to be the cafe. I am equally well perfuaded
that it would be for the benefit of the people of England (I do
not fay for the glory of the Monarch) to have nething to do
with the dominion of the Eaft or the Weft Indies. I once
mentioned this opinion te Sir George Savile, adding, that it
would have been much better for England never to have had
the poflcflion of Gibraltar, and that it would be good policy te
give it up. Hefaid that he had often thought fo too, but that
the opinion wasfo unpopular that he had not dared to avow it.

The late Lord Chatham was fond of foreign pofleffions. He
was much againft granting abfolute independence to America,
which he faid was the fairelt jewel in the crown of the Bri-
tilh monarch, and his opinion had for fome time great weight
with the marquis of Lanfdown, then Lord Shelburne. On
this Dr. Price, who thoughtas I did on the {fubje, agreed
with me to write our thoughts feparately on the {ubje&t, and
prefent them to his Lordthip.  We did fo, and fome time after
he told me that he had thewn my paper to Lord Chatham,
but that he was much offcnded atir. At the eouclnfion of
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8pain and Naples, which are held by the fame family,
have not one half of their ancieat inhabitants; and
there cannot be a more certain proof of bad govern-
ment than this. Their condition is little, 1t at all,
better than that of the Turkith dominions. Portugal,
is in much the {ame ftate.

Can, then, any perfon, any friend of liberty and
humanity, himfeif enjoying the bleflings of a republi-
can government, wifh that any part of his fpecics
fhould continue in this flate of degradation and bon-
dage ? If not, he muft partake in the generous feel-
ings of my correfpendent, and carncftly wifh for their
emancipation. And we may hope that, with the ex-
amples of America and Frauce before them, other re-
volutions may be attended with lels bloodthed than
thofe have been. e ke

The revolution of France would, it cannot be

doubted,

the war, however, the Marquis made no difficulty of granting
what he thought not only neceffary, but advantageous to his
country, of which he was then prime minifter. Had he con-
tinued fo to this day, his liberal and enlightened policy would
have faved England, and all Europe, the horrors of the pre-
feut, moft ruinous and impolitic war.

‘Tho’ I did not accept of afeat in the conventional affem-
bly of France, I had ar that time a correfpondence with fome
of theleading men of that country; and believing that my o-
pinion would have fome weight, I advifed the abandening
the Welt-Indies, and all their foreign pefleflions. The an-
fwer | received was that they thought as I did on the fubjz&t,
but that the intereft ot thofe whe were poflefled of property
in the ifland e, would prevent their doing it for the prefent.
This correfpondence was continued till the death of the king, -
againft which I gave my advice ; but a concurrence of circum-
ftances, the principal of which was th®¥mnfluence of the queen,
was fatal to that well meaning man. Of what pafied in France
after that event § had no information but from newfpapers.
But it feems I muft, notwithftanding this, be anfwerable fox it
all.
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doubted, have continued to be as peaceable throu ghout,
as it was at its onfet, ¥ if the king had been content
with the limited power of which the firfl conftitution
left him poffeffed ; and had not this unfortunate prince
been ftimulated by others, more ambitious than him-
felf, to recover the power that he had loft, the war, and
the confequent enormities, had not taken place. To
thofe princes, therefore, and their wicked confederacy,
are all the enormities to be aferibed.

But it appears to have been the intention of pro-
vidence to do more for the French nation, and ulti-
mately for all Europe, than they ever thought of do-
ing for themfelves, tho’ by means which men would
not be jultified in having recourfe to. The national
aflembly, and the people of France, meant to do no-
thing more than to limit the power of the crown ; but
God has given them a government purely republican,
and reprefentative, like that of America, without any
hereditary powers or honours ; and the fame benefit,
I doubt not, with my correfpondent, is intended for
all thofe countries whofe kings are at prefent confede-
rated againft France and univerfal liberty.

If every thing that is frue and 7ight will finally
prevent, againft whatever 1s error and wrong, the caufe
of monarchy, always tending to defpotifm, cannot be
{upported much longer. Independently of wars, which
muft accelerate the great catafirophe, they all con-
tain within themfelves the feeds of their own deffruc-
tion. The people acquiring knowledge every day, will
not much longer bear what they have done. Noris

it
~* Atthetime of the firk conftitution, when France was a

limited monarchy, s@dthofe whe took the lead in that country
.would to my own knowledge, have given almoft any thing for
the friendthip and concurrence of England, as, in their opini-
on, that would have enfured the peace of France, and of all
Europe.
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it difficult to forefee that the infatuation of the prefent
race of kings, which is remarkably fimilar to thac of
Pharaoh, will bring on their deflruttio= in the manner
prediéted in the {criptures, viz. with violence, and much
confequent general calamity. b5 10N
I {hall on this occafion obferve, that it is alfo a
manifeft error with refpeét to true policy in thofe who
wifh to difarm feditious publications of their fling, to
publifh themfelves as they fometimes do, what appears
to them moft obnoxious in them; thinking to expofe
them, and to render the authors odious ; not confider-
ing to whom they will appear in that light. For while
they are read with diflike, and even horror, by fome,
they maybe read with admiration by others. -The inter-
cepted Letters, and the paragraphs felected from Mr.
Cooper’s Addrefs are cales in pomnt, as well as {everal
other articles which have beenr inferted in the Federal
New{papers of this country. The friends of liberty
rejoice to fee fuch publications thro’ any channel, and
efpecially when it is done at no rifk to themfelves ; and
without regarding the comments, they attend to the
Jestl
The fame wretched politicians alfo do not confi-
der the natural tendency and effeét of the afufe that
they throw out againft the friends of liberty and the
rights of man. If it have any effe€t, which is very
queftionable, it only makes us ftand fomething worle
with thofe with whom it is no objeét to us to ftand
well at all, while it recommends us to all thofe whofe
good opinion and attachment we really value. What
1s it to me to bethought ill of by the friends of Church
and king (with the cry of which my houfe was burned)
in England, or by Mr. Cobbet and his readers in this
country. My account with them has been long fet-
tled. I am already a bankrupt in their efteem, and
no new article in the account can alter the balance for
or againft me. My, part is taken, and my reputation,
as
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as far as it is an obje@ with me, is with men of' oppo-
fite principles, thofe who are opprobrlzzuﬂy called de-
mocrats, jacobins, and every thing elle of _the kind ;
and to thele, and cfpecially thofe of that clafs in France,
this abufe tends to recommend me.

I am, &c.

LEITER VI,

Of the Style of Abufe in the Writings of Mr. Cobbet,
alias Peter Porcupine.

My Friends, and Neighbours,

IT is commonly faid that when much
dirt is thrown, fomewill flick; and on this principle I
fuppolfe ir is that I have been diftinguifhed fo often by
my principal antagenift Mr. Cobbet, under the figna-
ture of Peter Porcupine. But he appears to me to
have fpoiled his part by overaling it. For men may
be fo covered with dirt that it fhall not be known
who they are, nor will they be diftinguifhed from one
another, like Virgil's complimentary epithets, fortifque
Gyas fortifque Cloanthus. Befides fuch coarfe abufe as is
imphied 1n the words vilain, rafcal, feoundrel, &c. &c.
with which his writings abound, only marks the low
education, and the low chara&er and manners of the
man that ufes them. Such language is never ufed by
gentlemen, or {cholars, nor can they return it, tho’ it
were ever {o well merited, not to fay that a chriftian
mult not return railing for railing. (1 Pet, 3, 9) With

reflpe&
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?cfp_cé‘t to them, therefore it is an unfair weapon. It
1(;;1 like throwing fireet dirt, which they cannot han-
e.
‘ It was a thing of courfe that I fhould be the ob-
je€t of calumny ever fince I wrote in defence of unpo-
pular truths, and unpopular maxims. Indeed, I
queftion whether any perfonin England (the prime
minifter for the time being excepted) ever had fo
much of what is generally termed abufe, as my-
felf. It has been pouring out with very little intermif-
fion for more than twenty years, and 1s continued, I
find, in my abfence. My friends, however, fay that
it certainly agrees with me. Fortho' I was originally
of a weak conftitution, my health has been improving
ever fince, and I never was fo well as I have been fince
my arrival in this place, except about three months af-
ter my landing, which was before Mr. Cobbet tocok no-
tice of me. They now fay that, old as I am, I bid fair
to outlive fome of my younger oponents. That farcaftic
writings fhould have this falutary effect, will not be
thought fo extraordinary, when it 1s confidered that
pepper, muftard, falt, and vinegar, have theirufe ina
ood dinner, as well as the beef and the pudding.
hey certainly contribute te a good digeflion. But
there muft be fome peculiar charm in Mr. Cobbet’s wri-
ting, operating unfeen and unknown, for I do not think
1 have feen more than a tenth part of his voluminous
publications, and in all of them, I doubt not, he con-
trives to find a nich forme. Iam almoft as neceflary
to him, and as good a fubjeél for him, as the king of En-
gland is to Peter Pindar.  In England, however, where
decency and good manners are rarely violated, my anta-
gonifts were never of this low clafs. Butthe laft ofthe a-
nimals that bhad a kick at the old lion in the fable was
the afs.
The profufion and varicty of Mr. Cobbet’s abufe
argues a peculiar genious of the kind unequalled byla'ny
v thing’
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thing that I have met with before. In the con3paf s of
onlv three news-papers, and chiefly in one of them, I
am called ¢ a hoary hypocrite, a malignant old Tartuff,
““ 5 Jurking old illuminatus, a poor old wretch, a mi-

“ {erable perverfe old man, a perverfe .O.Id hy POC“}:C,;
¢ and a vindiétive, unnatural, hypocntlcal wretch.
I 2 of afallious difpofition, an apoftle of fedition,

[44
{

pelitical viper, with a black rancorous heart, and
{theoth tongued whining cart; a cunning fc&ary,.ar;
ambitious {e@ary, a baffled focinian, and a ]f:fu}t-
I am accufed of * falfehood and poifonous malignity,
¢ aftuated by cool and premeditated malice.” 1 have
the craft of a fe¢tary, joined to the hatred and ma.lxcc
“ of afiend. My condu&,” he fays has.b'ecn w1ck.-
« ed and deteftable, that I wifh Great Britain revoluti-
“ onized, and ruined, and indulge a wicked tho’ delu-
five hope of feeing this with accomplifhed ; that I‘
never mifs an opportunity of endeavouring to render
my countrymen the hate and fcorn of the univerfe ;
that for twenty years paft I have, from hatred to my
native country, facrificed my intereft, my peace, and
my reputation, to the pleafure of injuring, infult-
ing, and rumning it.” In conjun&tion with others,
he calls me “a vilain and a fcoundrel, * and both
“ fool and knave. My bufinefs in this country,” he
fays, “ is of a nature moft hoftile to its happinefs and
“ independence.” It is no wonder, therefore, that he
treats me, as he fays, “ with his unqualified con-
“ tempt.”
His pamphlet on the fubje&t of my emigration,
publifhed foon after my arrival, contains the following,

among
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* I rather wonder that the term rafcalis not applied to me,
as it is to others, in this particular paper, as well as wvilaiz and
Jeoundrel. Ttis, T doubt not, frequently enough applied to
me in other parts of his writings. But fuch near relations and
companions ought not to have been fofar feparated.
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among other falfchoods, “Thad been,” he fays, < for
“ many years an avowed and “open enemy to the go-
“'vernment and confltitution of mv country ; that in
“my inflammatory difcourfes; called’ fermons, the En-
ghth conftitution was openly attacked ;" and that the
doélrines there held forth were fubverfive of all civil
and religious order;” and in his ncwlpaper he
fays, ©“ my conventicle at Hackney was a molt con-
“venient and fuccefsful {chool of treafon. ' -iter-
“‘tained,” he fays, < thc hope of bringing abouc a re-
‘“volution in England on the Freuch plan, and that I
“had no objeftion to the continuance of tythes in
England, provided I came in for a fhare.”

He fays: that < my public celebration of the
French riots and malffacres is a convincing proof
of my approving them, and that my fending my fon to
Paris in the midft of them, to requeft the honour
of becoming a French citizen, is another proof of
the fame that cannot be difputed; that I approved
of the unmerciful perfecution of the unfortunate and
worthy part of the French clergy, men as far fur-
pailing me in piety and ability, asin fuffering; that
“the French conftitution is my fyftem, and that
“ fooner than not fee it eftablifbed, he much queftions
“if I would not with pleafure fee the maffacre of all
“ the human race.” But if all mankind were defiroy-
ed where is this conftitution of mine to be eftablifhed ?
As he has not told us where, I muft {fuppofe that he
meant among bears, wolves, or wild beafls of fome
kind or other.

With refpeét to the riots in Bermingham, he fays,
that “Iwas the principal caufe of them ; that the fef-
tival of the commemorationof the French revolution
was to celebrate cvents which were m reality the
“ fubje& of the deepeft horror ; that this riot, confi-
‘“ dered comparatively with what I and my frieads
“ wifthed to ftir up, was peace harmony, and gentle-
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“ nels; that the magiftrates ufed every exertion i@
 their power to quell the riot in its very earlicft ftage;
“ that had the rioters ftopped at the deftruction of my
“ meeting houfe, all had been well. . In whatever
“light,” he fays, ¢ we view the Birmingham riots. we
“ can fee no objet to excite our compaflion, except the
¢ inhabitants of the hundred, and the unfortunate ri-
“ oters themfelves ; that the lofs of my manufcripts
“ was little more than a few dirty fheeis of paper, and
“ their deftruétion a benefit, rather than a lofs, both to
“ mylelfand the country ; that my philofophical appa-
“ ratus was a thing of imaginary value only, and ought
“ not to be eftimated at its coft, any more than a col-
“ le€tion of fhells, or infelts, or any other frivola of a
“ yirtuofo.”

¢ In this country,” he fays, ¢ there is nothing to
“ fear from me except my diffeminating my deiftical
« principles.” In another place, however, he calls my
doétrines atheiftical, tho’ it is impoffible that they ean
be both; and he {peaks of “ the infidel philofophy of
“ Voltaire, Roufleau, Gibbon, Prieftley, and the reft
“ of that enlightened tribe.” To make the group com-
plete (for the confifiency of it is no objeét with him)
he thould have added {fome diftinguifhed heathens, and
mahometans as holding the {ame opinions. “ When 1
“ preached in Philadelphia,” he fays, “ I gave up a
“ fhare of the pence which I was able to draw out of
¢ the pockets of my hearers for the liberty of preach-
“ ing in the church of the Univerfalifts,” of which he
{peaks with the greateft contempt.

All this, you will obferve, is mere affertion, with-
out any evidence whatever ; and therefore my fimple
denial (tho’ 1 could bring abundant proof of every
thing that I fhall {ay) may be a {ufficient anfwer.

Now I can fay with truth that, in the courfe of
more than forty years, I never preached one fermon
thatany of you would bave {aid was politicai ; nor did

1 ever
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I ever, in any place, orin any form, exprefs a wifh for
any material change in the Englifh conftitution ; and I
am confident 1 have a more fincere refpeét for my native
country, and for this too, than Mr. Cobbet has for a-
ny country. My writings fhew that Iwas always an e-
nemy of all civil eftablifhments of religion, but thought
that if there was to be one, it fhould be of chriftianity
in general, fuch as exifts in the New-England ftates ;
and then that the church revenues, whatever they were,
fhould be given to all the feéts alike.

~ When I preached at the church of the Univerfal-
ifts, I wifhed to have no colle@ion made after fervice,
all that was colle€ted was given to the minifter of
the place; and when I preached in the hall of the u-
niverfity, only one colleion was made to defray the
expences that had been incurred. I was glad of the
opportunity of doing what I thought to be good without
any pecuniary benefit. Whether the difcourfes that I
delivered were calculated to do any good thofe who
read them may judge.

My fon went to France before the _revolution took
place, and before any fuch thing was expetted ; nor
was any requeft ever made by mylelf, or my friends, to
be made a French citizen. The fecond time that
he went was in order to be received into the houfe of a
merchant at Nantes, from which place, on account
of the troubles in that neighbourhood, he removed to
this country.

When the anniverfary of the French revolution
was celebrated at Birmingham, the conftitution of
France was a limited monarchy, very much like that
of England, and had been {olemnly accepted by the
king himfelf. Tho’ I approved of that celebration, I
neither proje€ied, nor attended it. The magiftrates
made no {erious attempts to quell the riot, but rather
' promoted
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- promoted it. * Of the amount of my lofles on that
occafion I have nothing to add to what will bg fo-und
inmy Appeal to the people of England on the {ubjeé.
In a pecuniary computation 1i was more than two thou-
fand pounds lefs than the real value. ‘
This grofs abufe comes from a man with whom I
« never had any intercourfe, whom I never focndcd, or
irritated by any reply to his invectives, which have ne-
ver ceafed fince I have been in the country ; nor
thould I have noticed them now, but that I find his
publications have increafing acceptance and celebrity
with the fricnds of thofe who have the chiet power
in this country ; fo that fince the riot in Birmingham
is openly approved and praifed by him and his fup-
poriers, a [imilar one may be apprehended here, ef-
pecially if what Mr. Cobbet fays be true (and I fee
no reafon to quefiion it) that ““ he has lived to fee the
¢ truth of his ftatements, and the juftice of his opini-
“ ons, refpelting me fully and univerfally acknow-
ledged ;” and fince a fpirit of party runs as high in this
country as I ever knew it to do 1’ England.  If you
belicve one half of what Mr. Cobbet fays of me, you
- would be juftified, and applauded, for deftroying me, as
you would for killing a ferpent or a wild beaft.
Having advanced thus much in my vindication,
I fhall probably bear in filence (as I have hitherto
done with refpe€t to what is paft) whatever farther a-
bufe I may be expofed to. What other terms of re-
preach the Enghifh language can furnith I am ignorant
of, but I fhall cxpe& very foon to find ; if not, thaw
more cunous changes will be rung on thofe that have
been {o often ufed already, and efpecially his three fa-
vourite

* 1 have been very credibly informed that Lady Aytesford
wife of the Lord Licutenant of the county, converfing or’x
the fubject of the riots, faid % They went tarther than we
intended.” ;
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vourite words, rafcal vilainand Jeoundrel.  Thefe have
been fo much ufed by him, that I imagine his printer
muft provide frefh types for the letters of which they
confift.

If any frefh accufation be advanced, it muft be
that 1 was fent hither ds a convi&, for theft or robbery
on the high way; but that, being favoured, 1 was
permitted to export myfelf to America, rather than be
fent to my friends and old companions at Botany bay ;
it being thought that there were already dangerous per-
fons enow in that one place. . And there will be juft as
much truth 1n this, as in any thing that has yet been
advanced againft me by Mr. Cobbet.

Asa part of the genera! plan of that providence
which overrules all thirgs, I am far from complain-
ing of the treatment 1 have mst with in England, or
in this country ; efpecially as it has almoft always at-
tended the greatefl merit, and we cannot expett to have
any commodity without the tax that is fa1d upon it by
the laws of nature. Ina fyftem in which infinite wif-
dom and infinite goodnels are equally apparent, no-
thing can eventually be wrong: and toads and vipers
are as necellary in the fyflem as horfes 2nd theep; and
noxious plants as much as wholefome herbs.

I tha!l conclude this letter with obferving that what-
ever I may think of the Englifh government ; I kave
fuch an opinion of the liberality, the good {enfe, and
the good tafle, of my countrymen, that I do not be-
lieve that any fuch a new{paper as that of Pcter Por-
cupine would meet with any encouragement among

 the warmeft friends of Church and king n England,

I am, &c.

LETTER
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LETTER VIL
Of my Religion.
My Friends and Neighbours,

Mr. COBBET calls me fometimes
an unitarian fometimes a deift, fometimesan atheift, and-
always a hypocrite.  And a great hypocrite I muft, in-
deed, be, if, in reality, I do not believe in the being of
a God, or in the truth of chriftianity, when I have
written more in defence of thole articles of faith than
any other man now living, or almoft that ever did
live,* and have officiated as a chriftian minifter more
than forty years.

I muft alfo have a greater want of common {enfe
than he afcribes to me, to maintain opinions {o incon-
fiftent with one another as thofe above mentioned. An
atheift acknowledges no God, and no future ftate;
deifts acknewledge the former but few of them the |
latter, and they believe in no revelation ; whereas uni-
tarians deny, indeed, a trinity in God, but they be-
lieve inone God, the Father, and in the divine miffion
of Chrift. They believe that he worked miracles by
the power of God, that God raifed him from the dead,
and that he will come again to raife all the dead, and
judge the world. The fame man cannot, therefore, be
at the fame time an atheift, a deg/i, and, an wnitarian.

If

* T can only recollet one perfon who has written more in
defence of chriftianity than myfelf, and that was an unita.
rian. I mean Dr. Lardner, with whom I had the happinefs
to be acquainted, and who, in conjur&ion with Dr. Flem.
ing, was the publifher of the firft” of my theological writ-
mgs.
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If I ' be a hypocrite, in pretending only to be no
atheift, or deift, while, in reality, I am either the one
or the other, what have I got by my hypocrify ; when,
tho’ I have been a preacher, as I have qbferved, more
than forty years, my profeffion has never yielded me
halfa maintenanee ; and here I get nothing at all by it.
Men are not at the trouble of acting the hypocrite, and
efpecially for folonga time, for nothing,

It is true that I do not join in the public warfhip
of this place ; butitis becaufe I cannot jein in your de-
votions, which are altogether trinitarian, as they ought
to be while you are frinitarians. For it would be ab-
furd to acknowledge Chrift to be God, and not to ren-
der him the honours of divinity, by praying to him as
an omniprefent and omnipotent Being. But tho’ Ido
not worfhip with you, I have divine fervice every Lord’s
day in my own houfe, which is then open to every bo-
dy, and where {c7eral of you occafionally attend. Now
did any of you ever hear me preach any thing like a-
theifm, or deifm, orindeed any thing contrary to your
own opinions ! And when you have heard me pray,
could not you join me in every word I faid? If you
be chriftians at all, I am confident you always might.
It never was my cuftom to preach on the controverted
fubje@s of religion, or only on particular occafions.
Thefe I difcufs in my publications, in which you may
{ee what my opinions on thofe {ubjeéls are, and thear-
guments I haveto advance in {upport of them.

Had I been permitted to officiate in either of your
meeting houfes (which I {hould have done gratis, thank-
ful for fuch an eppertunity of being ufeful among you)
you would never have heard from me any thing but the
principles of our common chriftianity. And this will
furnifh topics of difcourlein great abundance, and fuch
as are of far greater importance than all the thingsab-
out which we differ. The [ubftantial duties of the
chriftian life, toinculcate which is, or ought to be. the

great
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great end of all our preaching, are the fame'on-all our
principles ; and do I in my preaching (and I hope I
may add in my practice) contradi& any of thele? |

We all agree in acknowledging the fame books of -
fcripture, andﬁle profefs to derive our faith from them,
tho’ we interpret them differently.  This, furely, is
not atheifm, or deifm. If I do not believe the divini-
ty of Chrift, itis becaufe I do not think it to be the
doétrine of the fcriptures, and becaufe I cannot help
thinking that if Chrift, and alfo the Holy Spirit, be
pofleffed of all the attributes of divinity, equally with
God the Father, there muft be three Gods, and not one
only, which the {criptures affert, and on which they lay
the greateft firefs. In this you will not agree with me;
being of opinion shat, in fome fenfe or other, three may
be™one, and one three. Butyou will not fay that be-
caule I am not a trinitarian, Iam an atheift, or a de-
ift.

You do not call the Jews atheifts or deifts, be-
caule they do not believe the divinity of Mofes, or of
the Mefliah whom they expeft. They believe that
Mofes delivered to them the laws and commands of
God; and therefore they relpeft them as much as if
they had all come from the mouth of God himfelf. I
do the fame with refpect to all that Chrift, {peaking in
name of God, hasdelivered to us. He has repeated-
ly faid ( John vii. 16, xiv, 24) that the words which he
fpake werenol his own but the Father'swho Sfent him ; that
the Father who was in him, or with him, worked the
miracles which proved his divine miffion ( John xiv,
10) for thas'of himfelf he could do nothing (]6hn v 30)
The apoftle Peter calls Chrift 2 man approved of God by
Jigns and wonders which God did by um, Aéts i, 21,
and the apoftle Paul fays (1. Cor.viii. 6, 1. Tim. ii. v.
To us there is one God, the Father, and one mediator be- -
tween God and men, the man Chrift Fefus.

But tho’ Ithink the clear fenfe of {ciipture, fuch -

as
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as is intelligible to the meaneft capacity is on my fide,
I can eafily {uppofe that you fee things in a very dif-
ferent light, and that you are as confcientious in differ-
ing from me, as I am in differing from you. I, no
doubt, wifh that you could come to think as 1 do on
thefe fubjets, as you do with refpe& to me. This 18
unavoidable in us both, if we lay any ftrefs on our opi-
nions, and have any good will for one another. But
I do not obtrude my opinions upon you, or offend you
with difputation. Few of you have ever heard me
mention the fubjeé of our differences with refpett to
religion, and then the occafion has never been fought
by me. I donot condemn thofe who aét otherwile, but
my habits are different ; and tho’ I have no lefs zeal,
I take a different/method of propagating my principles.
I have feldom feen any good produced by difputing in
converfation. It too often tends to irritate, and tho’
men are often filenced in this way they are feldom con-
vinced. But becaule I am not always talking about re-
ligion, do you fuppofe, with Mr. Cobbet, that I have
‘none ?

Mr. Adams, your Prefident, is unqueftionably a
religious man, and on this account, as well as on ma-
ny others, I greatly refpeét him. He knows me well ;
and do you think he would have attended me conftant-
ly, as he did, when I delivered my firft fet of Difcour-
fes in Philadelphia, and have confented that I fhould
dedicate them to him, if he had known, or fufpeéted,
me to be an atheiflt or a deift, and confequently a hypo-
crite. . He entertains no doubt of my being a fincere
chriftian, tho’ our opinions may not be exaétly the
fame.

I wifh we had all more religion than we have. We
fhould then think more of another world, and make
lefs account of this, and of all things in.it, than.we
now do. It would give us an habitual regard to God,
and his providence, refpeting both individuals and fo-

G cietics
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cieties of mankind, and efpecially the great and inters
efting events which are now taking place in the 01§
worlg. Firmly believing that a wife and good provi-
dence fuperiniends all events, and will bring good out
of all evil, fo that the final iffue of the moft calamitous
events will be glorious and happy, we fhall vie_w them
as they pals before us not witheut intereft, but with more
tranquility, and without ill will towards any part of the
human race, even our perfonal or national enemies..

W hatever you may think in the prime of life, while
your [pirits are high, and your profpeéts good, the va-
lue of religion at my time of life 1s beyond all eftima-
tion. Without fuch profpets as rehigion fets before
us the evening of life would be cheerlefs and gloomy,
but with them it is moft {erene and happy ; far more fo
than any preceding period. I am far, Iaflure you,
from wifhing to be young again, tho’ I enjoyed that
part of life as much as any of you can do.

On this account I regard unbelievers at the clofe

of life with much compaflion. | And late converts, and

nominal chriftians, who give little attention to the fub-
jet, are not much better. It requires ¢ime before the
principles of chriftianity can be of much ufe in this
refpect.  An habitual attention muft be given to them,
fo that in every intermiffion of neceffary bufinefs they
fhall, even without any effort, be uppermoft in a man’s
thoughts, affording relief under all his troubles and

cares, This ftate of mind cannot, in the natural courfe .

of things, be acquired in a fhort time. In this re(pet
Jfaith is a different thing from mere conviéion, and ad-
mits of degrees, giving confolation and joy in proport--
on to its {trength.

Atheilt or deift as I may be confidered, and at-
~tached as Iam to philofophical purfuits, my chief fatif-
faflions are derived from the daily ftudy of the fcriptures,
and reflettions on the momentous fubje@s that are there
propoled to us.. Religion is the only effe@ual fupport

under
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under all the troubles of life (and in faying this you
know that I may fpeak from experience) as well as in
- the hour of death. It alfo tends to make men lels am-
bitious, and to allay the heat of party {p:rit, which is
too often the bane of good nei ghboul‘hood, and fe-
parates thofe who would otherwife be happy in a plea:
fing and beneficial intercourfe. If nations, or their
governors, were really chnftians, all mankind would
live in peace and friendfhip with one another. -

Call thisa fermon, if you pleafe, and let Mr. Cob-
bet call it cant and hypocrify. Only believe me to be,
notwithftanding every difference of opinion, religious
or political,

My Friends and Neighbours,
your fincere well-wifher,
JOSEFPH PRIESTLEY. |
Northumberland, Nov. 1. 1799.

P. S. In my next Letters I fhall, accerding to my
promife, proceed to inform you what I think with ref-
pect to the conduct of your adminiftration. and even
the conftitution itfelf. But as thele are ferious and deep
fubjeds, they require o be treated with much caution.
And thefe being uickiifh times. it may be prudent to
‘have a confultation of my lawyers on the bufinefs. Poor
asis the fhed which Mr. Cobbet fays 1 dignify with the
name of a houfe, 1 thould be forry to exchange 1t for
fuch lodgings as the liberality of this country afhigned to
Mr. Lyon, tho’ this might gratify Mr. Copbct as‘much
as my having a place 1n the poor houfe in Philadel-
phia. :

SINCE

-
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Since this Poftfcript was fent to the prefs the fol-
lowing article, reflefting on Mr. Cooper and myfelf,
has appeared in the Reading Newfpaper of O&ober 26,
1799.
799“ Thomas Cooper's addrefs to the readers of the Sun-
¢bury and Northumberland Gazette, of which hewas
¢ Editor, having been re-publifhed in this State, with an
¢ introduétion approbatory of the piece, a correfpondent
¢ withes to know if it be the fame T/omas Cooper, an En-
¢ glithman, of whom the following anecdote is related ?
< If it 15, every paper devoted to truth, honer and decen-
‘cy, ought to giveit athorough circulation.”

¢ Notmany months 2go, 1t is faid, a Mr. Cooper, an
‘ Englithman, applied to the PrestpenT of the Uni-
* ted States to be appointed  agent for fettling the ref-
¢ pective claims of the citizens and fubjects of this coun-
¢try and Great Britain.” In his letter he informs the
¢ Presipenrt that although he (Thomas Cooper,) had
¢ beencalled a Democrat, yet his real political {fentiments
¢ were fuch as would be agreeable to the PRESIDENT
¢ and government of the United States, or expreflions to
“that effe€t. This letter was accompanied with another
“from Dr.- Fofeph Pricftley, who did not fail to aflure
“the Pros1penT, of the pliability of his friend Cooper’s
“ democratic principles. The Presipewn it is faid, re-
¢ jetted Cooper’s application with difdain, and Prieftley’s
¢ with ftill ftronger marks of {urprife, faying, it isfaid, as
¢ he threw the letter on the table, does he think that I
¢ would appoint any Englifhman to that important office
“in preference toan American !—What was the confe-
g cflue.nce ?—When Thomas Cooper found his application
¢ for a lucrative office under our PrREsipENT reje€ied he
¢ writes in revenge the addrefs which has appeared 1n
¢ print, and Dr. Pricftley exerted his influence in difper-
“fing this very addrels, which he muft know was the off-
¢ fpring of difappointment and revenge ! ! 1” >

“ The addrefs is as cunningand infiduous a produc-

¢ tion
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“ tion as ever appeared in the Aurora, or the old Chro-
“ nicle, and as for impudence it exceeds, orat leaft equals
¢ Porcupine himfelf.— Pri¢ftley and Cooper are both cal-
¢ led upon todeny the above narrative. A recourfeto the
¢ letters themfelves would eftablifh the accuracy of this
¢ anecdote.even to a fyllable.”

Of the candour arrd juftice of this reprefentation
my reader will judge from the tenor of the letters refer-
red to, of which the following are copies.

Auguft 12, 1797.

Dear Sir,
1T was far from being my intention, or my
wifl1, to trouble you with the requeft of any favours, tho’
it is now in your power to grant them; and it is not atall
probabie that 1 fhall ever take a fecond liberty of the
kind. But circumftances have arifen which, I think, call
upon me to do it once, tho’ not for myfelf hut a-friend.
The office of Agentfor American claims, was offered, I
underftand,to Mr. Hall of Sunbury,and he hasdeclinedt.
If this be the cafe, and no otherperfon be yet fixed upon,
1 fhould be very happy if I could ferve Mr. Cooper (a
man, I doubt not, of atleaft equal ability, and poiieffed
of every other qualification for the office) by recom-
mending him. It is true that both he and myfelf fall,
in the language of our calumniators, under the defcrip-
tion of Democrats, who are ftudioufly reprefented as e-
‘nemies to what is called govermment both in England
and here. What I have done to deferve that charaler
you well know, and Mr. Cooper has done very little
more. In fact, we have both been perfecuted for being
friends to American liberty, and our preference of the
government of this courtry has brought us both hither-
However, were the accufation true, I think the appoint-
ment
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ment of a man of unqueftionable ability and fidelity
to his truft, for which I would make myfelf anfwerable,
would be fuch a mark of [uperionity to popular prejus
dice as I fhould expe@ from vou. [/ therefore thm{é z§
mo unfavourable cwrcumftance in the recommendation:
That you will aé according to your beft judgment I
have no doubt, with refpeét to this and other affairs of
infinitely more moment. thro’ which I am perfuaded
you will bring the couniry with reputation to yourfelf,
tho’, in circam{tances of fuch uncommon difficulty, per-
haps with lefs eafe and fatisfaclion than I could mfh; ‘
With my earneft withes for the honour and tranguility of
your Prefidency,
¥ Iiam, Dear Sir,

yours fincerely,
7

JOSEPH PRIESTLEY.

SIR, ,
~ ON my expreffing an inclination for the
office which Mr. Hall has declined, Dr. Prieltley was
fo good as to offer his fervices with you on my behalf.
Probably the office will be filled “ere this letter can -
reach you : probably there may be objeétions to nomi-
nating a perfon riot a native of the country : probably
the objeétron mentioned by Dr. Prieflley may reafonably
be deemed of weight in my inflance.  Be all this as it
may, I fee noimpropriety in the prefent application to
be appointed Agent of American claims, for it is {till
pofhible I may fuppofe more weight in the objeétions
than they will be found to deferve.  If it thould {6 hap-
pen that T am nominated to that office I thall endeavour
to merit the charaéter the Dotlor has given of me, and
your efteem. I am, &c.

THOMAS COOPER. »
From
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From my leuter it will ¢ Jearly appear that I was
{ar from propofing any desile€tion of principles onthe
part of Mr. Cooper. I thould as foon have expelled
it on.th.e part of Mr. Adams himfelf. I was alio far
from intending any affront to Mr. Adams, for whom I
aI_Wdys had a very high eficem. I honoured him for
‘his integrity, and refpe€ted even what I thought to be
his prejudices. Befides, he was then jull entered on his
office of Prefident, and had not done any thing to offend
perlons of Mr. Coeper’s political prineiples.

« I thought Mr. Cooper fingularly well qualified
for difcharging the duties of the office in queftion, on
account of hLis knowledge of Englith law and Englith
commerce, as well as for his acknowledged ability and
activity. I alfo thought that I was giving Mr. Adams
an opportunity of ferving himfelf, by thewing his libe-
rality, in favouring a perfon whole political principles
differed from his own, butin a cafe in which they could
not interfere with them. At the {fame time he would
bave obliged a perfon for whom he always profefled
much efteem, and whom he had honoured with his
correfpondence and intercourfe.

The following obfervations on the general {ubjeét
of appointment to offices, which I wrote {ome time ago,
will, not, I flatter myfelf, be thought improperly fub-
joined here, and may recommend themfelves as of fome
importance to impartial perfons of all parties. = Let the
Prefidentin queftion be either Mr. Adams or Mr. Jef-
ferfon.

To have the higher officers of the fiate, thofe with
whom it may be proper to confult in the general con-
dué of affairs, as the heads of the feveral departments,
men of the f{ame political principles of the Prefident,
could not be complained of. But when all offices, e-
ven fuch as are merely lucrative, are confined to one
party, it naturally exalperates thofe of oppofite princi-

ples, and greatly promotes a {puit of party in the coun-
try,
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try, and this may proceed fo far as to hazard a civil
war. Itis, therefore, the part of good poh_cy, as weil
as of magnanimity, to diftribute all offices with as eqvfal
a hand as poflible. Otherwile, inftead of being the
chief of the nation, a Prefident makes himfelf the head
of a particular party.

Should all the partifans of fuch a Prefident follow
his example, and employ no phyfician, no carpenter, no
mafon, no fhoemaker, &c. but men of their own poli-
tical fentiments ; and fhould thofe of oppofite princi-
ples, in felf defence, do the fame, it would bea frate of
mutual perfecution on account of opinion, au endea-
vour to exterminate one another by ftarving, which ap-
proaches very nearly to an attempt to effe€t the fame by
violence. The only difference 1s that of taking a town
by blockade, or by ftorm. They are alike operations
of open war. A Prefident, therefore, who wifhes to
promote the peace of the country will carefully avoid
fetting fuch an example.

ErraTA ¢ CORRIGENDA.

(5) Jignifies fromthe bottom.

p- 14. L 11 (b) for am, read was.

 § B LT (b)—from that time—occafionally.
ey L lp public—political.

= 28. } 2——onfet—outfet.

7 (b)—prevent—oprevail.
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TO THE
. INHABITANTS or NORTHUMBERLAND
AND ITS

NEIGHBOURHOOD.

EFTTER VWITL

Of the: Innocence and Advantage of the free Difcuffion of
all political Subjetls

My Friends and Neighbours,

HAVING promifed you a full con-
feffion of all my political crimes and mifdemeanors, and
having in the preceding Letters made a faithful decla-
ration concerning what 7 am, and what I have done a-
mong you, I proceed to give you fome of my thoughts ;
and tho’ you might, in fome meafure, have guetled at
them thro’ the medium of my ations, I will fave you
that trouble, and tell you more of my thoughts than
any knowledge you have of my ations could poflibly
have enabled the moft fagacious of you to difcover.
But in order to do this fairly and honeitly, you muft
excule me if, -after fpeaking of my own faults, I touch
alittle upon yours, tho” I fhall do this with as gentle a
hand as poflible.

You muft, however, confider, that tho’ I may
point out what appears to me to be a fault, you will,
of courfe, be the judges in your own caufe, and ac-

knowledge

—
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knowledge it or not as you may fce reafon ; and alfo that
it is not in my power, but altogether 1n yours, to find
the proper remedy. Asa fenfible Pope faid to fome
Englithmen who were introduced to h{m, when he un-
expeétedly gave them his benediction n the ufual form
at parting, ** The blefling of an old man can do you
 no harm ;" fo the advice of an old man, as I am, how-
ever improper, or impertinent, cannot hurt you. My
trouble in writing is not much, and yours in reading
1s ftill lefs. s

Prefuming, as I hope I may, that, after the apo-
logy I have made for writing thefe Letters, you_wnll not
think it impertinent in me, tho’ an alien, to give you
my thoughts on any fubjett relating to t_he conduét of
public affairs (in which I am as much interefled as a-
ny of you can be) I fhall take the liberty to requeft
more of your attention to fome particular articles, than
you feem to me to have given to them. I may alfo
plead that this is the only way in which I can contri-
bute to the redrels of any grievance of which I may
think I {ee caule tc complain. For, being an alien, I am
neither eligible to any office of truft myfelf, nor have I
a vote for any candidate. But the loweft fervant in 2
family, if he thinks that any thing is going wrong, may
fpeak of it to any of his fellow fervants, even to the
({;ward, or to the mafter himfelf, whether they will at-
tend to him or not.

Nothing, however, 1s more common with the friends
of the adminiftration in all countries than to confider e-
very cenfure of public meafures as an attack upon the go-
vernment of the country, and every cenfure of the go-
vernment as a thing hoftile to the people. But it is with-

out any good reafon in either of the cafes. Will it be.

pretended that all magifirates, and all minifters of flate,
are infallible, or impeccable? If not, they may mif-
take the intereft of the country, or confult their own in-
gereft at its expence, May not, then, a perfon who

thinks
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thinks them to be either miftaken, or difhoneft, and
that the people at large are in danger of being injured
by their condu, point it out to his countrymen. Nay,
15 1t not the abfolute duty of every honeft man to give
to others the information that he has acquired himfelf,
According to the principles of your conflitution, all
perfons entrufied with the condu& of public affairs,
how high foever you have placed them, are but your
Jervants, and accountable to you for their condu& in
office.

Farther, ifany perfon fhould conceive that any thing
in the very conftitution of the government it{elf might
be changed for the better, is he an enemy to the people
for propofing it ? It is only giving his opinion con-
cerning what he imagines will be for their good, Tho’
he be miftaken, his intention may be the beft in the
world, and therefore he will be entitled to their thanks.

If I were to advife you to change the whole form
of your government, froma republic to an ablolute mo-
narchy, I fhould do you no harm, fince you would be
at liberty to reccive or reje&t the propofal as you thought
proper. I might fay that a Prefident like yours would
make a poor appearance in the prelence of aking, that
kingly government has both more dignity and more e-
nergy than yours ; that fuch a man as the lateking of
Pruffia, or Peter the Great of Ruffia, would prefently
rid you of all traitorous and feditious perfons, without
troubling yGur courts of juftice with them, which would
be a great faving of expence ; that fuch a government
would keep all the country perfeétly quiet; _that then
the lower orders of the people, having nothing to do
with politics, would attend to their proper bufinels, of
agriculture, manufactures, or commerce, without dif-
traétion, and their affairs would profperin propertion ;
and that thofe of the higher orders, the more opulent,
not being obliged to give any part of their time to the

fudy of the theory of government, would have more lei-
{ure
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fure to attend to the improvement of the polite arts.

and fcience, to the glory of the monarch in the firft
place, and their own reputation in the fecond.

Butif, notwithlanding all that I could urge in fa-

vour of fuch a government, you fhould prefer what you
call izberty, in which perfons of all ranks, _quahﬁed or
unqualified, give the greateft part of their timetoa {fub-
je& which they will never underftand, and ftill chufe to

clamour, and almoft fight, about endlefs cle@tions of

magiftrates, no harm would be done. You'might pro-
ceed juflt as you had done before. ' ]
If, in order to prevent the milchief that often ari-

fes from competition, I {hould advife that, inflead of ma-

king a king of any native American, who w_/vou‘ld not
{oon acquire the proper difpofition and habits of one,
you fhould return to your former allegiance to the
king of Great Britain, 2 king ready formed to your
hands, who would, no doubt, forgive all that was
palt, and promife you the beft treatment for the future,
and thus become a wing of that g
commands the world, and fhare in thc honour of exter-
minating all Jacobinifm, democracy, anarchy, and irre-
ligion (all which are now only confidered as different
names of the fame thing) and you fhould not quite like
the propofal, I fhould ftill hope to be excufed for ma-

- king it, from my loyalty to my natural fovereign, and *

my zeal for the honour of my native countgy, evenifl

did not coufult yourintereft init ; and as you would

not be hurt, you could not be much offendcd.

Mr. Cobbet, a greater admirer of England than'I' &

am, would, no doubt, go farther than I could in its com-
mendation. He might fay that, could you but fee the
king of Great Britain in his ftate coach, drawn by eight’
crcam coloured horfes, with all his horle guards, fur-
rounded by perhaps a hundred thoufand admirin g Ipec-
tators, in his progrefs thro’ St. James’s park; and after that
fee him: feated in his robes on the throne in the houfe of

Lords,

great'empire whichnow' §
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Lords, withall theLords and Bifhopsintheirrobes; could
you fee him ferved on the knee, and perfons kiffing his
hand, you would be athamed of your Prefident, and
every thing belonging to him. He might fay thatan
American would be firuck dumb at the fight of an En-
glith judge feated in his {carlet robe on the bench, with
all the lawyers in their gowns, and flowing wigs. He
would [ay that the beft man among you was hardly fit
to be made a juftice of the peace in England. And
then what is your navy 2 Itisnot fo much as the frog
compared to the ox in the fable ; and might bid you take
care left the ox fhould fet his foot upon it.
i But fhould you confider all this as mere prejudice
in favour of our native country, and think there was
more thew than fubftance in kingly governments, that
- armies and navies coft more than they are worth, and
that you could employ your funds to more advantage,
you would only {fmile at our reprefentations, and not
be angry.

To be perfetly ferious : in all countries, and under
every form of government, apinionsof every kind, and
thofe of all perfons, nativesor aliens, in office or out of
office, thould be perfectly free; becaufe they can do no
harm ; tho’ overt 4éls, tending to the forcible fubverfion
of any government, fhould be watched with the greateft
care.

A perfon may even be fafely trufted with the admi-
niftration of the affairs of a country the conftitution of
whofe government he does not approve. Admitting,
for inftance, what is commonly fuppofed, and is not al-

' together improbable, that Mr. Adams, the Prefident, -
fhould think an Aereditary monarchy preferable to an e-

lefled Executive, like that of this country ; being of o-

pinion that {uch a form of governmentis more favoura-

ble to the peace and happinefs of the pct_)p.le ; yet, yield-

ing, as every man muft do, to the opinion of the ma-
jJorty of his fellow citizens, and dreading, as all wife
: men
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then will, the hazard of any great change, or rcvoluti-
on, in the government, he may faithfully adminifter that
which he has fworn to maintain ; and I hgv_e no doubt
but that, whatever may be his private opinion on the
fubjeét, he will do it to the beft of hlS.ablllty. .
All that we have to apprehend in fuch a cafe is
from the opinions of perfons in high offices becoming
general ; and itis, doubtlefs, much in their power to
recommend their opinions to general acceptance. Bat
even then, if the people at large really approve of the
change propofed, he will be gntltl.ed to their gratitude
for bringing it about. *Nothing is to be dreaded but
tiolence, which we need not fear will ever bhe attempt-
ed in thiscountry. Let every thing, elpecially things
of importance, be propoled to free difcuffion, and let
truthand error have equal advantage. The former can-
not fail to recommend itfelf to umverfal acceptance in
due time, and the latter will be univerfally exploded.

I am, &ec.
B e 5 L

LETTER 1X.

Of Improvements in the Gonfiitution of the United States.
My Friends and Neighbours,

MY obje& in this Letter is not (o cri-
ticile the whole of your conflitution, or to dwell on the
general excellence of it. I think it the beft that has
ever been devifed by man, and reduced to prattice, in
any age, orin any part, of the world. It has every
thing thatis valuable in the Englifh conftitution, which

was
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was confefledly fupetior to any other in Europe, with-
out its defeéts. Without this perfuafion I fhould not
have come among you. But no work of man can be
expected to be perfet; and therefore you will not, I
hope, be offended if I mention two or three particulars,
with refpect to which I think it might be improved,
Of this, however, you will judge for yourfelves. The
mere opinion of any perfon, and efpecially that of an
alien, cannot do you any harm.

1. If, then, I may take the liberty to cenfure any
article in your conflitution, the firft that I fhould no-
tice would be that which allows of the ehgibility of
any man to the office of Prefident for life. Hiftory
abundantly fhews that the love of power is as great as
that of money. The more men have of either, the
more they generally wifh to have: It being poffible,
then, by your conftitution, fora man to keep this high
fituation for life, by being clected into it every four years,
he has an intereft in enlarging the power attached to it ;
and if ambition be his objeét (and pure patrioti{m, I
fear, exifts only in Utopia) he will ufe every means that
his fituation gives him, which will neceffarily be great,
to gain friends ; elpecially by giving offices of truft and
emolument under him, not to thofle who are the beft
qualified to difcharge the duties of them, but to thofe
who will fecond his views of continuing in power. And
they who are thus favoured by him will naturally con-
cur in promoting his intereft, becaufe it will lay him
under an additional obligation to promote theirs.

On the contrary, 1f the conftitution was fuch as
that no perfon could enjoy an office of fuch power as
that of the Prefident longer than three or four years,
and he was not eligible to it again, or not till after a
confiderable diftance of time, it would not be his inter-
eft to make friends at the expence of his country, and
he would not wifh to-enlarge a power to which he muft

himfelf foon be, and remain, fubjeét.
Whatever
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Whatever may be objetted to the conftitution of
France in other refpeéts, in this it 1s preferable to that of
this country.. Since each of the five diretors, befides
having only one fifth part of the power of your Prefi-
dent, muft be reduced to the rank of a common citi-
zen in five years, the temptation he is under to extend
his power is much lefs. This advantage, however, is
probably more than balanced by the want of union, and
confequently of energy, in fuch adivided executive.

It will be faid that the longer any perfon in the
executive offices of government eontinues in power, the
more ftable and uniform the meafures of goverument
will be; whereas frequent changes will be attended with
endlefs fluctuations, fo that foreign powers will never
know what to look to.

But this inconvenience, for fuch it is acknowledg-
ed to be, only takes place when the perfon poffeffed of
this power has no will but his own to follow, as in go-
vernments that are arbitrary, like that of Ruffia. This
empire has feldom changed its head without a total
change of its politics. Peter 111 found his country at
war with the king of Pruffia. and inftantly became his
ally. This alliance the emprefs, whe foon fucceeded
him, changed into a ftate of neutrality, and if fhe had
‘pleafed, it might have been hoftility again.

What can be more changeable than the meafures
of the fame arbitrary court, directed by the caprices of
different courtiers and favourites. Dumouriez {ays that
thofe of the court of Verfailles, in his time, varied with
every changeof minifters, of fattions, of miftreffes, or
of favourites. See his Life, vol. 2, p. 85. :

But the leaders of a government truly republican,
like that of the United States, will, and muft, take
theirmeafures from the wifhes of the people, whichare
not {o apt to change, becaufe they flow from the gene-
ral intereft. The annual change of the Roman con-
fuls never occalioned any change in the meafures of go-

vernment,
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vernment, nor did the annual eletion of Doges at Ve-
nice or Genoa.

It will alfo be faid that if the people really prefer
any particular Prefident to any other, they ought to be
gratified, and not be undera neceffity of changing him,
But in a country of fuchan extent as that of the Uni-
ted States of America, there muft, furely, be more than
one perfon whom the people will think fufficiently qua-
lified to ferve them, and in whomthey can fafely place
confidence : and this {mall reftrition of their choice
will be abundantly compenfated by putting it out of the
power, or incliuation, of any Prefident to confult his
own intereft at the expence of theirs.

If you read any hiftory, you will find that an at-

tachment to particular perfons has been the occafion of
unfpeakable mifchief in all countries. Tho’ fome in-
cconvenience arofe from the Romans having annual con-
fuls, and annual generals, it was found to be trifling
«compared with thofe which were the confequence of the
attachment the foldiers acquired for fuch men as Mari-
s and Sylla, Cefar and Pompey, who were {uffered
to continue many years in the command of the {ame ar-
mies. It was the true caule of that fucceflion of dread-
ful civil wars, which did not end but with the total {fub-
verfion of the republican form of government, and the
eftablifhment of one that was purely military and def-
‘patic.
5 2. So excellent aconftitution as is that of thiscoun-
try deferves to be guarded with the greateft care; and
yet in this refpeét it appears to me to be defedtive, as it
contairs no {ufficient provifion for guarding againft vi-
olations of it by perfons entrufted with its adminiftra-
tion. To decide in queftions of this high and ferious
nature, there fhould, I think, be afpecial court, con-
fifting of deputies from all the ftates oft the union.

The greateft danger of any encroachment on the
conftitution is from the congrefs miftaking or exceed}i}n g

their



i2 To the Inhabitants

their power ; and by proceeding without any check of
this kind, they might gradually affume all the power of
the Englifh parliament, whichis uncontrouled by any
defined conftitution. And certainly no body of men
thould be judges in their own caufe. ‘

The ordinary judges, tho” continuing in office du-
ring their good behaviour, and not removeable at any
perfon’s pleafure, are fo conneéted with perfons in pow-
er, and efpecially thofe from whom they received their
appointments, that they have been found, with very few
exceptions, to favour the exifting adminiftration 1n all
countries, and in all times.

I would alfo take the liberty to propofe that it
fhould be in the power of the legiflature of any of the
feparate ftates to call this fpecial court, and lay before
it whatever they fhould apprehend to have been a vio-
lation of the couftitution, by the Congrefs, the Prefi-
dent, or any man, or body of men, whatever.

3. If I might take the liberty to cenfure not only
your government, but that of every other in the world,
it would be your requiring oaths of allegiance, and in-
deed any declaration of a man’s principles or fentiments,
in words or writing. Befides being an abufe of reli-
gion, and a temptation to prevaricate, I do not believe
that this meafure has ever been found to anlwer the end
propofed by it. On one pretence or other, and efpe-
cially that of perfons being compelled to take them, thro’
the impoffibility of avoiding them, it will be main-
tained by many, that they are of no force or obligation ;
and in many countries oaths of allegiance have been
changed to others inconfiftent with them, and yet not ob-
Je€ted to on that account. Witnefs thofe that have been
taken in France to the different conttitutions of that
country fince the abolition of monarchy.

A few confcientious perfons, who wifh to be quiet,
and who might be fafely trufted in any government, will
fcruple to take fuch oaths; and by this means good

fubjetts

4
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fubjeéls are excluded, while men of no prineiple, fuch
as alone are dangerous, will make no difficulty of ta-
king any oath that you chufe to impofe. :

It ‘might, furely, be fufficient to punifh perfons
refiding in any country when they are found to a¢t con-
trary to the laws of it. Formy own part, I prefer the
fituation of an alien, inconvenient as it is in {everal ref-
petts, rather than make the harfh declaration which
your laws require refpeéting the country of which I am
a native ; but while my perfon and my property arein
your power, have you not fufficient hold upon me,
without requiring any verbal declaration about renoun-
‘cing England, and of my attachment to America ?

It may be prudent not to admit ftrangers to offices
of truft and power till after a competent time of refi-
dence ; fo that it may be prefumed that they bave ac-
quired a fufficient knowledge of your laws and confti-
tution, and a proper attachment to them.  But the de-
claration of this by an oath appears to me to be {u-
perfluous, to be a caufe of diftrefs to the confcienti-
ous. and no bar whatever to thofe whom you would
wifh to keep out of the country.

1 am, &e.

LETTER
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LETTER X.

Of Infringments of the Conflitution by the Afls of Con-
fgnff) re‘ffoc&’i ng the Regulation of Commerce, the Power
of “making Peace and War, and Refirittions of the
Freedom of Speech and of the Prefs. ‘

My Friends and Neighbours,

WHEN I left England, I was in.
duced to come hither chiefly on account of my high
admiration of the conftitution of your government. . It
was at that time the only one that had been drawn up
with deliberation by perfons appointed for that exprefs
purpofe, and folemnly accepted by the nation. It was
wholly founded on the rights of man, and the fovercign,
iy of the people. In other words it was purely republi-
can, every officer being chofen by the people, to ferve
them for a limited time, and afterwards accountable to
them for their conduét. There were no hereditary ho-
nours, or powers of any kind, and no form of religion
eftablifhed by law. The power of making peace or
war, and allo that of regulating commerce with foreign
nations, as well as among yourfelves, was wifely placed
in the Congrefs, of which your immediate reprefenta-
tives (who are the moft interefted in every thing of this
kind) are the moft effential part. Your country was
then open to all new comers without any refirition;
and that great and neccflary guard of liberty the free-
dom of fpeech and of the 2refs, was uncontrolled. Your
conftitution exprefsly fays that “ the migration of fuch
¢ perfons as any ftate then exifting fhould think pro-
“ per to admit fhould not be prohibited by Congrefs
¢ ull the year 1808 ; and that the Congrefs fhould make

* no
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:: ;(:el{:w abridging the freedom of fpeech or of the
To my great furprize and mortification, however,
I now find that feveral of thefe articles, effential to a
truly free government, have been, in my opinion, on
one pretence or other, infringed. Or, if the prefent
fate of things be really agreeable to the Conflitation,
it was not drawn up for the ufe of plain men, but of
very acute lawyers only. Certainly the comment does
not naturally flow from the text ; or there was in
the letter of the conftitution a latent ambiguity, which
defeats the profeffed obje¢t of it. Thus becaufe your
Contftitution gives to the Prefident, and two thirds of
the Senate, the power of making treaties with foreign
powers, and treaties may relate to any fubje in which
different ftates may be concerned, they may make trea-
ties of alliance, offenfive and defenfive, and alfo ¢treaties
of commerce ; and by this means all interference of the
‘proper reprefentatives of the people either in the bafi-
nefls of commerce, or of peace and war, in which they
are moft concerned, and in which they therefore ought
in reafon to have the moft control, is effeGtually pre-
cluded. The treaty, fhackling their commerce, or in-
volvingthem in a war, is atually made independently
of them, and all their objections to it have no effe&.
Since treaties become parts of the law, by which
the courts of juftice are bound, I do not {feebut that it
is in the power of the Prefident and two thirds of the
fenate, that is I believe of twenty one men, to bind
the country in all cafes whatever. For what is there
.that may not be introduced into fome treaty ?  In this
-way this country might have become a party in the trea-
ty of Pilnitz or of Pavia, and thus have been engaged,
‘tho’ ever fo reluantly, in the coalition againft the li-
. berties of France, and of Europe in general.
Itis, moreover, contended by the friends, asthey

are called, of government, that when, in confequence
B of
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of any treaty, money is to be raifed to carry, it intoefs
fe@t, the reprefentatives of the nation, who give the mos
ney, muft Aaufolutely raife the f_um requuied, or as the
phrafe is, make the appropriations; having no othet
choice than that of raifing it in what they may think the
beft manner. ; ,

This is a power which even the parliament of Great
Britain has not yet been brought to furrender. There
the king has, indeed, the nominal power of making
peace and war, and alfo treaties of every kind. _ Butaf
money be neceflary to carry them into execution, the
treaties come under difcuflion in the Houfe of Com-
mons, and the people give or with-hold their money
as they think proper; fo that they have a virtual ne-
gative on all the meafures of the court; and certainly

it is highly reafonable that they fhould have it. And

was not this intended by the framers of your conftitu-
tion too? Could they give the Congrefs the power of
making peace and war, and alfo that of regulating com-
merce in one part of that inftrument, and take it out
of their hands in another. Such manifeft inconfiftency
and deceit is not to be fuppoled. § ek
It, therefore, appears moft clearly to me, who am

a ftranger among you, that the real meaning and intent
of the conftitution in thefe two effential articles has
been perverted, that a moft important power has been
taken from the many, and transferred to the few, and
that the moft valuable interefts of the former have been
furrendered to the latter. If in this I. reafon wrong,
I wifh to be fet right. But I prefume that your con-
Slitution was drawn up for the ufe of the citizens at large,
and in {uch language as it was thought they might un-
derftand; and this language being Englifh, I may be
fuppofed to underftand it as well as yourfelves. = Your
conftitution is not like that of the Englith government,
to be looked for in remote hiftory, or colleéted from
the attual exercife of it, like the principles of the com-
mon
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mon law. 1t is committed to wriling, and was made
in the memory of perfons now living ; fo that the real
meaning of every article of it, and the reafons on which
‘they were founded, are well known.

So evident is it, in my opinion, that the alien and

fedition alls are unconftitutional, that I fhall not en-
darge on the proof of this. It is fufficient, I think, to
obierve with re(pec to them, that the Congrefs have made
Jaws (if uncenflitutional as can be called laws) on
fubje&ts withrefpetto which they were exprefsly forbid-
den by the conftitution to make any. 1 fhall, there-
{ore, content myfelf with making fome obfervations on
the nature and tendency of them.
‘ Laws calculated to reftrain the freedom of fpeech
and of the prefs, which have always been made on the
‘pretenfe of the abufe of them, are of fo fulpicious a na-
ture in themfelves, and have been fo conftantly the
refort of arbitrary governments, that I was beyond
meafure aftonifhed to find them introduced here; and
yet in fome refpefts the laws that have lately been
made by Congrefs are more fevere than thofe in Eng-
Jland.

While the prefs is open to the friends, as well as
the enemies, of thofe in power, I fee no good reafon
why they fhould not be content to defend themfelves
with the fame weapons with which they are attacked.
Why fhould any man thelter himfelf behind penal laws
when he 1s attacked by argument, if it was in his pow-
er to defend himfelf in the fame way. Argument an-
fwers the purpofe fo much more effe€tually than force,
that it is reafonable to conclude, that recourfe will ne-
‘ver be had to the latter, but when thereis a failure of
the former. Why do we ufe a rod to children, but
‘becaufe they are incapable of hearing reafon ? In no
‘country will there ever be wanting men {ufficiently
-able, and willing, to defend the condu& of .the govern-
ing powers. To this ftandard men of genius are rea-

C dy
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dy enough to run, from motives that do not need to be
poiated out. i - ;

All mere opinions conce rning the conduét of per-
fons in public offices ought to be as free as any other
opinions concerning {abjets that are interefting to
the community. In fa, it is no more than mafters
cenfuring the condu@ of their fervants. For every in-
dividual 1s a part of the great mafs, for the ufe of whom
all governments were inftituted.  But perfons in office,
which neceffarily implies fervitude, being ufually calied
governors, are apt to arrogate to themf{elves the prero-
gatives of maflers ; and thewr friends and flatterers call
almoft every cenfure on their conduét, every thing
that has in it more of freedom than they like, in {peaking
or writing, fedition or treafn : whereas, in reafon, no-
thing ought to be fo termed, that does not immediately
affett the peace of the country.

The charaéters, or the lives, of perfons in office,
by whatever names they may be called, ought not to
be confidered in any other light than thofe of other
individuals, under the prote&tion of the fame laws.
An attempt to take the life of a king would ne-
ver have been confidered as high treafon in Europe,
if kings had not been confidered in a different light
from that of the fervants of the Public. Not but that
the lives of all public officers, civil or military, even that
of aconflable, being of great importance to the fociety,
the crime of taking them away is greater than that of
the murder of private perfons; but flill it is a different
thing from that of high treafon. But tho’ it may be
proper to guard the /ives of public officers by fevere
penal laws, there is no neceflity for fuch a defence of
their charallers, or public conduél; becaufle they may
be defended by the fame means by which they are at-
tacked. When a life is taken the miflchief is without
remedy, but any injury done to a charatter may bere-
paired. |

i
Governors
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¢ Governors vainly endeavour to ward off impend-
ing evils by impofing filence on their adverfaries. Hif-
tory fhews that no government ever derived any per-
manent advantage from meafures of this kind.© The
lefs men have the liberty to fpeak, the more they will
dhink; and they naturally {ufpect that what they are
forbidden to =xamine will not bear examination.

I no country was there ever lefs liberty of print-
ing and publifhing than in France before the revoluti-
on. When I wasat Paris, in 1774. the tranflator of
the firft volume of my Experiments on Air could not
obtain lcave to publifh the whole of my Preface, which
contained {ome free fentiments concerning the general
extenfion of knowledge. The infpe€tor of the prefs
defired a friend to inform me, that he had not himfelf
any objection to the publication; but that the nature
of his office was f{uch, that it would be too hazardous
for him to admit of it.

But did this ftri€tne(s prevent the revolution ?
The freeft publications were at the {ame time circulated
with the greateft induftry, and they were read with a-
vidity, and with tenfold effe&, in confequence of it.
The {ame will be the cafe in every other country in
which the fame meafures fhall be adopted ; fo that with-
out pretending to any extraordinary means of prying
into futurity, we may prediét, that the capfe of monar-
chy in England, and thatof federalifm in th1§ coun-
iry, will be no gainers eventually by what their advo-
cates are doing in this way.

I am, &c.

LETTER
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LETTER XL

Of the Laws relating to Aliens, and the Naturalization
of Foreigners. :

My Friends and Neighbours,

ALL the laws refpe@ling Aliens, and
thofe that are calculated to throw difficulties in the way
of naturalization, have been made fince my arrival in
the country, and I am far from feeing the wifdom of
them. Little did I then expeét that, the’ I continued
an alien, I fhould not have the right of a ¢rial by jury,
which your conltitution exprefsly gives to all perfons
without exception, if I fhould be accufed of any crime ;
whereas I now find that, not only without the benefit
of ajury, but that even without a ¢rza/, or indeed any
formal accufation, your Prefident may, of his own fuf-
picion only, fend me out of the country. Andin this
cafe perfeét innocence is no fecurity ; fince the beft of
men arc liable to prejudice, and open to falfe informa-
tion.

It is not denied that thofe laws were intended to
exclude from this country the friends of liberty, oppro-
brioufly called 7acobins, Democrats, €c. emigrating
from Europe, a defcription of men in which I am proud
to rank myfelf. But confider the matter calmly, and
fay whetheryou can think the object worth fecuring by
this means. 'What does this country, I do not fay the
governors of it, but what does the country, what do your-
Jelves, gainby it.  You certainly do not now want peo-
ple from Europe. Your population increafes faft e-
nough without this additional {ource ; but you want the
money of Europeans, to clear your country, and culti-

vate
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vate' your lands, and you cannot expet the money
without the men.

'Had thofe laws been made fix years ago, thera
would not have been an Englifhman in this place ; but
tho’ the makers and friends of the laws would not have
been forry for this, can you fay the fame ? Have the pro-
prictors of lands and houfes, have your artizans, and
your labouring poor, derived no advantage from our re-
fidence among yon ? Have you not been benefited by
the purchafes we have made, and the punétuality of
our payments ; and whatis perhaps more than this, by
the example of our a&tivity and induftry, which are ha-
bitual to Englifhmen ?

You fee, befides, that the dread of our politics,
which has been the caufe of all thefe harfh laws, 1sal-
together chimerical.  For the Englifh of this place are
not more agreed on this fubjeét than you are your-
felves. Several of us are as good federalifts as any of
you, and none of us more violently democratical than
others of you. And the generality are men who qui-
etly mind their bufinefs, without giving themfelves, or
you, any trouble en the fubject. Very far thould I
have been from writing thele expoftulatory leiters en
the fubject of Polities, if I could have been fuffered
as quietly to follow the bufinels of my library and
my laboratory, as they do thatof their feveral profefli-
ons. Butto be held out as I have been for {everal years
as a dangerous perfon, on whom it behoves the gover-
nors of the country to keep a watchful eye, and per-
haps to have been in a great meafure the caufe of the
prevailing jealoufy of foreigners, and of the laws
that are calculated to exclude them, has at length, tho’
with much relu&ance, led me to endeavour to unde-
ceive you. If I fucceed it will be to your advantage
as well as mine. If not, things will only remain as

they were before. e
Admitting
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Admitting the obje@ of our adverfaries to bea
proper one, 1 do not {ee that they gain any advantag'e
by rendering naturalization difficult. It is not a man’s
being kept by force in the ftate of an alien that will
difpofe him to think better of any country; nor, if his
difpofition be hoftile to it, and he be chagrined by this
fufpicion of him, will it be at all the lefs 1n his power
to do the mifchief that is apprehended from him. His
being an alien does not prevent his [peaking or writing;
and by the ufe of his tongue, and his pen, he has_ all
the influence that his talents and aétivity can give him.
All that you take from him is his capacity for enjoy-
ing any civil office, which a ftranger, tho’ naturalized,
would not foon expect; and his fingle vote for any
other perfon to ganit is of trifling coufequence among
many thoufands. '

If the grofs abufe from which I have never been
_exempted ever fince my arrival in this country could
have made me an enemy to it (which it by no means
has done) was it not in my power to have written in
your new({papers, or to have publifhed political pam-
phlets, cither anonymoufly, or otherwife, as I fhould
have thought moft prudent, and by that mecans have
done as much mifchief as if 1 had been naturalized ?

Where. then, is the wildom of thefe meafures,
which prevent the coming of valuable emigrants, fuch -
as you wifh to reccive, and do not take from thofe that
you diflike their power of injuring you? To make
thele meafures of any real ufe to thofe who are advo-
eates for them, they ought to have been carried farther.
Aliens fhould not have been allowed the ufe of pen,
ink and paper; or whatever they wrote, fhould have
been [ubjett to the infpe€tion of the officers of go-
vernment.  They fhould alfo have feen no company but
in the prefence of the fame officers. This being un-
derftood, the end would be effectually gained, by the
voluntary retreat of all the aliens in the country, and the

effe€tual
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effe€tual prevention of the arrival of any mare. The
half meafures you now take aie calculated to do you
more harm than good.

What you {ee of Englifhmen in this place, you
may take for granted is equally true of thole that are
fettled in other parts of the continent.  The gencrality
of them only with to be quiet; and ifthey were others
wife difpoled, they are in no degree formidable, and
the country derives advantage from their capital and
their example, efpecially that of the Englifh farmers ;
and fuch men are of the greateft importance in this
agricultural country.

But to find in America the famie maxims of go-
vernment, and the fame proceedings, from which
many of us fled from Europe, and to be reproached
as difturbers of govenment there, and chiefly becaufe
we did what the court of England will never forgive in
favour of liberty hete, is, we own, a great difappointment
to us, efpecially aswe cannot now return. Had Dr. Price
himfelf, the great friend of American liberty in Eng-
land, or Dr. Wren, with beth of whom I zealoufly
atted in behalf of your prifoners, who muft otherwife
have flarved, and in every other way in which we could
fafely ferve your caufe, becaufe we thought it the caufe
of liberty and juftice, againft tyrammy and oppreffion ;
I fay, had eitherof thefe zealous, and a&ive, and cer-
tainly, difenterefted, friends of America been now liv-
ing, they would not have been more welcome here
than myfelf; and they would have held up their hands
with aftonifhment to fee many of the old tories, the
avowed enemies of your revolution, in groater favour
than themfelves. If in this you a& on the chriftian
principle of forgiving and loving your enemaes, for which,
if they repent, you are to be commended, you fhould
not forget your obligations to old and fteady friends.

The emigrants you wifh to exelude are thofe who

might reafonably expeét to be the beft received here,
a5
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as moft likely to be attached to your government ; be-
caufe it is free from every thing that they complain of
at home. Finding here no hereditary honours or pow-
ers, no church eftablithment, few taxes, and thofe laid
by the reprefentatives of the people, freely chofen, what
could lead to a fufpicion that perfons flying from what :
was in all relpe€ls the reverfe of this in Europe fhould

not be the beft friends to the government here :

I am, &e.

LETIER XIT

Of the Policy of America with Refpett to Foreign Na-

tions
My Friends and Neighbours,

Having taken the liberty in the pre-
ceding letters to arraign the wifdom of fome of the late
meafures of your government with refpeét to your home
concerns, 1 fhall proceed with the fame, I bope not of-
fenfive, freedom, to fay what I think of your conduét
towards foreign nations: and with refpect to them Lam
of opinion that you have done what your intereft re-
quired you not to have done. _

While an alliance fubfifted between this country
and France, which had given you material affiftance in
aflerting your independence, a treaty of amity as well
asof commerce and navigation, fhould not, I think,
have been made with England without the knowledge,
if not the concurrence, of the French government.
And this being done while thofe countries were in a

ftate
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ftate pf war, could not fail to ‘give umbrage to France,
efpecially as your ambaflfador, who negotiated the trea-
ty, was oftenfibly fent for a very different purpofe, viz.
to demand {atisfaétion for injuries received from En-
gland. 1In this proceeding I fee nothing of the fair-
nefs and opennefs that I thould have expeéted froma
republican government.

The French government, however, refented this
conduct more than reafon and true policy required ; and
tho” it might be expefled that, if friendfhip was really in-
tended, a perfon fuppofed to be friendly to them would
bhave been fent to negotiate with them, they had no
right to reje€t any perfons in whom this country put
confidence.

The French government, alfo, following the ex-
ample of England, was much to be blamed for their
conduét to this country, and the neutral nations in
general. And when your coafts were infulted, and
your veflels captured almoft in the mouth of your
Karbours, you did right, I think, to protet your pro-
perty, and repel that violent aggreffion. But this might
have been done without making it a national quarrel,
by allowing the merchants to defend their property,
which they would have done at no great expence ; and
this would have been defrayed in the beft manner by
an advance of the price of their goods. But to build
navies, and efpecially to raife flanding armies, on ac-
count of any apprehenfion you could reafonably have
from France, a country fo diftant, and which could
not have any imaginable motive for quarrelling with
you, was, in my opinion, the wildeft policy, and put-
ting the country to a great expence for nothing, if not
worfe than nothing. For one writer on the fide of
your government in the Philadelphia Gazette for Oc-
tober 19, fays that the army was intended to overaw, or
fupprefs, the democrats. If this be true (and this wri-
ter has better means of information than I have) itis a

D declaration



26 To the Inhabitants

declaration of war againft thofe who difapprove the
cafures.®

g mT}(:(E I honour your Prefident for his, frank. and
open conduét, the reverfe of that of the crafty politici-
an, which I confider as one of the moft deteftable of
human charaéers, I could not approve of his unne-
celfary and inceffant, not to fay unjulft, inveétives againft
the French government. It was in my opinion, un-
becoming a wife ftatefman., and muft render a recon-
cileation with France ‘which 1s certainly a very defira-
ble object) more difficult than 1t would otherwife be,
daring his prefidency ; unlefs the French dire&tory
have more tempcr and prudence than we can reafona-
bly expecct.

All this, you will fay, is nothing more than com-
mon place party politics. But if I have nothing bet-
ter, whatmuft I fay ?  You wifh I fuppofe, to know

!
* The writer of this remarkable paper fays ¢« Though

France or Rigaud fhould not invade us, we have, neverthelefs,
all thehoft of internal enemies to keep down. What can do
it fo effe€tually as a good body of troops ? - To keep thieves
off, have a gun or a fword at your bed fide To keep trai-
tors, united Iriflkmen, and Frenchmen in awe, have fome
troops ready to repel the firft invaders, to cruth the firft ri-
fings and fcditions.  An ounce of prevention is worth a tun
of remedy”

¢« Military force, they tell us, is f>metimes abufed. What
powerisnot 2 Civil power certainly is. But4 military force
more frequently turns agair.ft its employers than it betrays or
reprefles liberty.  Fhat is, indeed, a ftrong argument againft
ufing it. But remote dangers are to be difregarded when
greater are imminent.  Jacobins are to be kept out of the ar-
my. and militia. Government muft ufe its beft courage and
vigilence”’

¢« Plain tyuth, like this, is not to be expected from men in
Congrefs. or geners! courts. This is no good reafon why it
fhould not be told by other honeft men, nor why honeft mer
thould reject it.”
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my fentiments, and they are fuch as I have to offer on
a lubject which has agitated the minds of all the citi-
zens of the United States. However, I fhall now
prncccd to obfervations that are not {o very trite, and
indeed almoft peculiar to myfelf.

If any country in the world was {o fituated as
to be capable of deriving advantage from all nations, and
of receiving injury from none of them, it 1sturely this.
The native Indians being out of the queftion, as hav-
ing no power to hurt you, all that you can have in con-
templation are the {everal powers of Europe, generally,
and efpecially at this time, in a ftate of war with each
other. But as it is the irtereft of them all to be upon
good terms with this country, it is very ealy for this
country to be upon good terms with them, without
taking any part in their quarrels.

As this nation wants no territory belonging either
to France or England, the two great rival nations of
Europe, and they have novifible intereft in coveting
any thing belonging to this, no natural caufe of hofti-
lity can exit with re{pect to either of them. Evcry
poflible difference muft relate to commercial inter-
courfe. But if regard to profit and lofs be the leading

priuciple

"I as a democrat, and an enemy to ftanding armies, thank
the writer of this paper, and alfo the perfon who introduced
the extraéts from it into the Northumberlund Gazette of
Nov. g, for this frank communication. When perfons in of-
fice will not, as this writer fays, fpeak out, and u;!l .tbcu'
whole meaning, we are o' liged to their friends for doingit for
them. I with this paper may be copied into every Newlpa-
per in the United dtates 3 as ] am conﬁd-cnt it would do more
towards opening the eyes of the people with refPe.& to the late
meafures of the government, than all our writing. And if
this be done, there will be nothing to apprehend cither from
fedition laws, or {tanding armies. The talifman willbe bro-
ken, and the caftle, with all its terrific apparatus, will vanifh
at once.
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principle in all tranfactions of a commercigl nature,
the proteftion of commerce can never be a juftifiable
caufe of war; becaufe, whatever be the iffue of nation-
al hoftility, the lofs muft far exceed the amount of all
the poffible gain. It is the part of wildom, thercfor_e_,
to bear a [maller lofs, rather than endeavour to repair it,
with the certainty of incurring a greater. _

As to mere infults, there is more dignity in dif-
pifing than in refenting them. No expreflion of con-
tempt can juflify a war between nations, any more than
it will juftify duels between individuals. In both cafes
alike it is the condu@ of men governed by paffion rather
than by reafon, by a principle of falfe honor, rather than
the true one.

All the intercourfe you can want with any foreign
nation is, as I have obferved, a commercial one ; and
the idea of commerce is very fimple. It confifts in
nothing more than the exchange of one commodity for
another. If any thing that you have be of lefs value
to you than itis to a foreign nation, and any thing that
they have be of more value to you than it is to them,
it 1s for the benefit of both countries to exchange the
onefor the other. But the means, or the mode, in
which this exchange is made is not the commerce. A j
third nation might be the carrier of the different com-
modities from the one to the other.

1f the merchants of either of the two countries un-
dertake this bufinefs, it is foreign to what is properly
their own ; andif, in any fituation of national affairs,
there be peculiar hazard in this bufinefs, thofe who un-
dertakeit ought to lay their account with that hazard be-.
fore they engage in it, as perfons who undertake any o-
ther kind of bufinefls do with refpeét to theirs. And
whatever lofs is incurred by it, it will not fall upon them,
but upon their cuftomers. For in all cafes the confu-

1

mer is the perfon who pays every expence attending

the
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the raifing, or the tranfport, of the commodity that he
purchafes.

If any number of perfons enfure the {afety of fhips
at fea, they expeét to be gainers by that undertaking,
aswell as the merchant by his, or the farmer by his ;
and the merchant will not fail to charge the price of the
infurance to his cuftomers.  Is it not farbetter, then, to
let things go on in this natural train, in which the on-
ly inconvenience is that, during this ftate of things, the
confumer will pay a little more than ufual for his com-
modity, than to defend this particular branch of bufi-
nels by involving the nation ina war ?

Exclufive of all confideration of the horrors of
war, to which ftate[men in general give little attention,
it were far better, that is, far lefs expenfive, for the nati-
on to pay for all the lofs by a dirett tax ; but much bet-
ter ftill, if the rifk of lofs be very great, to fufpend that
branch of bufinefs altogether. Others, who can do it
at a lefs rifk, will be ready enough to undertakeit ; and
the competition of nations, andof merchants, is fuch,
that the country will be ferved as well, and as chcap}y,
as the flate of things will bear. While the fea remains
open to all nations, we nced not fear wanting any thing
that other nations can fupply us with. Allowing this
to be an evil, or an undefirable ftate of th.mgs‘, it can-
not be of any long continuance. After this things will
return to their natural ftate, and the merchants. may un-
dertake the carrying trade, in addition to their proper

(s, as before.
buﬁnICSu’t if navies muft be built and manned for the fake
of protecting this particular branch of bufinefs, and
what is a neceffary confequence, if hoflilities muft be
engagedin firft at fea, and then .by land ; and lfarqba{fa-
dors mufl be maintained at foreign courts, which isano-
ther confequence of the fame 'fyﬁerr.], fqrone dpllar that
the former fyflem would require, this will reqmreathgu—
f2nd, to fay nothing of the intricacy of foreign pohta:rc:i,
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and the lives that will be loft in war. The kingdom of
China a&s upon the {yftem that I wifh to recommend.
That country has an extenfive commerce with all the
world, butit employs few fhips of its own, it has nore-
fident ambaffador at any foreign court, and it has no
wars on account of commerce.

The merchant, or rather the carrier of merchandize
from port to port, will fay, that as he follows a lawful
occupation, he ought to be protcdcd in it. But thene-
very other pcnon whofe occupation is lawful has the
fame plea for a reimburfement of his loffes ; for exam-
ple the farmer, the manufaéturer, &c. Do they not all
lay their account with the accidents to which their feve-
ral profeflions are liable, and charge their cuftomers ac-
cordingly.

1f the farmer fhould apply to Congrefs for indem-
nification of his loffes by ftorms, drought, or infeéts,
would he not be told that he kncw his undertaking to
be fubjett to all thole accidents, that it was his bufi-
ncfs, and not theirs, to guard againft them as well as
he could. and that he might indemnify himfelf by the
advanced prices of fuch produéls as he was able to
raile ?  And fhould not the fhipper of goods, and the
infurers, be content with a fimilar anfwer to their com-
plaints, whether of loffes by pirates, privateers of other
nations, &c. &c. as well as by fhipwrecks. All thefe
fhould be equally confidered as accidents, to which, in
a particular flate of things, they knew their undertak-
ing to be liable, as much as the farmer was apprized of
the danger of bad feafons.

Th~y might farther be told, that it would be the ex-
treme of folly, and injuftice, in the reprefentatives of
the nation, to invelve it in a flate of war, for the
recovery of any fum they could have loft by the cer-
tain expenditure of a hundred times as much, befides
hazardmg the fafety of the whole ftate.

A nation condu&mg its affairs on thefe maxims,

defendm‘g
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defending its territory by a well difciplined militia, re-
monﬁratmg againfl injuries from other wvations, but
never revenging them, and withal acting juftly and
generoufly on all occafions, could not fail to be ref-
pected, and would not be {ubject to many infults. It
would infure the invaluable bleffing of peace. It would
employ its hands, and 1ts capital. mn the improvement
of the country, in making bridges, roads, and navi-
gable canals, in encouraging fcience, agriculture, and
manufaétures. It would contraét no debts, and have
occafion for few taxes; and therefore could not fail to
flurifh more than any country has ever yet done.
When I once took the liberty to throw out thefe
hints to the Prefident, to whom they were not new, he
quoted the authority of fome perfon which I do not re-
colle&, who faid that ¢ anation that could a& on fuch
¢ maxims would command the world!” I doubt
not it {foon would; and there s a nation now under
the dilcipline of providence deltined for this great
purpofe. It is to govern the world in peace, when
nation will no more rife up aganft nation, and when

~ they will learn war nomore. This happy ftate of things

is diftinétly announced in the prophecies of fcripture,
fo that no chriftian can have any doubt with refpe& to
it; and the prefent appearance of things in the old
world is {uch as leads me to expe€t that it will take place

- atno very great diftance of time.  Itis, however, accor-
ding to the fame prophecies, to be preceded by a feafon of

uncommon calamity fuch as there never was finee there
was a nation (Dan xii, 1) and elpecially by the de-
firuétion of men in war, which we now fee abundant-
ly verified, but the final iffue is to be moft glorious
and happy. It will be what is in the prophecies called
the kingdom of heaven, a Rate of righteoufncfs and peace.
With refpe&t to this, I faid fome years ago, whas I
fhall repeat, and conclude with now. ¢ May this king-
“dom of God, and of Chrift, that which I conceive

%0
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¢ to be intended in the Lord’s prayer, fully come, tho’

¢ al] the kingdoms of the world be removed to make

6 way for: it :
Hoping to have no occafion to trouble you with

any more Letters of this kind, I am, with my wiflies

and prayers for your temporal and eternal welfare,

My Friends and Neighbours,
Yours fincerely,

J. PRIESTLEY.

P. S. Finding that it is generally reported among
thofe who call themfelves Federalifts, that Mr. Coo-
per writes as prompted, or fupported, by me, I think
it right to obferve, that they who believe this know no-
thing of Mr. Cooper, or of me. Every thing that he
has written has been wholly independent of me. He
is not a man that requires to be prompted, or fupport-
ed, by any perfon. Tho’ I was frequently in his com-
pany during the publication of his Effays, I neverfaw
one of them, nor do I diftinétly recolleét even hearin
him mention the fubje€t of any of them, before their
publication.

Maxims
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POLITICAL ARITHMETIC,
APPLIED TO THE CASE OF THE
UNITED STATES of AMERICA.

,Firﬁ publifhed in the Aurora for FEBRUARY 26
and 27, 1798.*

(Bya QuaxEer in Politi‘cs.)

(Y A

AN idea of the true interefts of any
country is perhaps moft eafily formed by fuppofing it
to be the property of one perfon, who would naturally

- wifh to derive the greateft advantage from it, and who
would therefore, lay out his capital in fuch a manner
- as to make it the moft produétive to him. An atten-
~ tion to feparate and difcordant interefts of different
claffes of men, is apt to diftra&t the mind: but when
all the people are confidered as members of one family,
. who can be difpofed of, and employed, as the head of it
- fhall diret, for the common benefit, that caufe of em-
. barrafflment is removed.
To derive the greateft advantage from any coun-
| try it will be neceflary that attention be paid, in the
E E firft
. * Some of the leading {entiments in this paper are the fame
- with thofe in the preceding Letters : but they could not well
' beleft out, and I think them of fufficient importance to be re-
peated.
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firft place, to the wants of nature, and to raife from it,

in the greateft quantity and perfe€tion, fuch produéii-
ons as are neceflary to feed and clothe the inhabitants,

and to provide them with habitations, i order to guard

ti:em asainft the inclemency of the weather, and aiter

this fuch as are of ufe to their more comfortable ac-

commodation. and the fupply of artificial wants.

If any country be completely infulated, or cut off
from all communication with other countries, 1t will
be neceilary to raife all thofe articles within itfelf; but
when a communication is opened with other countries,
the proprietor will do well to give his whole attention
to thole produétions which 'his own country can beft
yield, and exchange the furplus for fuch articles as o-
ther countries can better fupply him with. For by
that means, his labour will be employed to the moft
advantage. If, for example, it would employ him a
moath to go thro” all the procefles which are neceflary
to make a piece of cloth, when the effeét of the la-
bour of a week in his hufbandry would enable him to
purchafe that cloth, it will be better for him to confine
himfelf to his hufbandry, and buy his cloth; befides
that, not making it his fole bufinefs, he would not, with
any labour, make it fo well. © And now that a com-
munication by fea with all parts of the world is fo well
eftablifhed, that it may be depended upon that whate-
ver any country wants another can fupply it with, to
the advantage of both, this exchange may be made with
little interruption, even by war.

Commerce confifts in the exchange of the commo-
dities of one country for thofe of another; and as this,
like any other bufinefs, will be performed to the moft
advantage by perfons who give their whole attention to
it, and who are called Merchants, it will be moft con-
venient, in general, that this be done by them, rather
than by thofe who employ themlelves in raifing the
produce. The bufinels of conveying the produce of

ene
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oune country to another is a different thing from mer-
chandize. ~ Thole who employ fhips for this purpofe,
are paid for their trouble by the freight of their veflels,
while the merchant fubfifts from what he gains by the
exchange of commodities.

: W hat is generally termed aétive commerce is that
wblch is carried on by the natives of any country, in
thips of their own, conveying their produce to other
countries, and bringing back theirs in return ; and that
15 called paffive commerce which is carried on at home,
people of other countries bringing their commodities,
and taking back what they want in exchange for them.
The quantity of proper commerce, or merchandize, is
the {ame in hoth thefe cafes. All the difference confifts
in the employment given to the carriers, and the thip-
ping of the different countries.

While the communication with other countries
by fea is open, it cannot be for the intereft of any
country, either :0 impofe duties on goods brought into
it, or to give bounties on thofe that are exported ; be-
caufe, by both thefe means, the people are made to
pay more than they otherwife would do for the fame
benefit. In both cafes the price of the goods muft be
advanced. He who pays the duty will be refunded at
leaft, by the perfons who purchafe the commodity, and
the bounty to the vender muft be paid by a tax on all
the 1nhabitants.

It is, no doubt, the intereft of any particular clafs
of perfons to extend their bufinefs, and thereby 1n-
creafe their gains.  Butif them fellow citizens pay more
in the advanced price of what they purchafe than tl}eir
gain amounts to, the community 15 a lofer ; and if it
be equal, onc clafs 15 made to contribute to the main-
tenance of another, when all have anequal natural
right to the fruits of their own labour.

For the fame reafon, if, on any account, the con-
weyance of goods from one country to another be at-

tended
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tended with more lofs than gain, the perfon in whofe
hands was the property of the whole would difconti-
nue that branch of bufinefs, and employ his capital in
fome other way, or rather let it remain unproduétive
than employ it to a certain lofs.

Thefe maxims appear te me to be incontroverti-
ble in the abftra&t. What, then, may be learnt from
them with refpeét to this country, fituated as it now
s ?

Without enquiring into the caufe, which is no
part of my objett, it is a faét, that the conveyance of
goods, or the carrying trade of this country, which
has generally been taken up by the merchants, though
it isno neceffary branch of their bufinefs, is peculiarly
hazardous, and of courfe, expenfive. This expence
‘the country at large muft pay, in the advanced price of
the goods purchaled. - In this ftate of things they
have alfo found it neceflary to {end ambafladors to
diftant countries, in order to remove the fuppofed
caufe of the difficulty, which is attended with another
expence. It has likewife been thought neceflary to
build fhips of war for the purpofe of protefting this
carrying trade; and if this be done to any effect, 1t
muft be attended with much more expence.

I do not pretend to be able to calculate the expence
occafioned by any of thefe circumftances ; but the a-
mount of all three, viz. the additional price to the car-
rier: to indemnify him for his rifque, the expence of
ambafadors, and that of fitting out fhips of war;
I cannet help thinking muft be much more than
all the profit that can be derived from the carrying
trade; andif{o, a perfon who had the abfolute com-
mand of all tha thipping, and all the capital of the coun-
try, would fee it to bekis intereft to lay up his thips for
the prefent, and make fome other ufe of his capital.
-And as the greateft part of the country is as yet un-
clearcd, and thereis a great want of roads, bridges and
: i ' canals,
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:ap;\ls, the -ufe of which would fufficiently repay him
for any fums laid out upon them, and they would not
fail to contribute to the improvement of the country,
Whlcl? I fuppofe to be hiseftate, he would naturaliy lay
out his fuperfluous eapital on thefe great objeéls. The
expence of building one man of war would fuffice to
makp abridge over ariver of 4 confiderable extent, and
{which ought to be a ferious confideration) the morals of
labourers are much better preferved than™ thofe of fea-
sacn ; and efpecially thofe of foldiers.

Another great advantage attending this condué is,
th_at the country would be in no danger of quarrelling
with any of its neighbours, and thereby the hazard of
war, which 1s neceflarily attended with'incalculable evils,
phyfical and moral, would be avoided. To make this
cafe eafier to myfelf, I would confider injuries done by
other natons, in the fame light as loffes by hurricanes
or earthquakes: and without indulging any refentment,
I would repair the damage as well as I could. I would
not be angry where anger could anfwer no good end.
If one nation affront another, the pecople would do beft
to take it patiently. and content themlelves with making
remonftrances. There is the trueft dignity in this con-
dut ; and unprovoked injuries would not often be re-
peated, as the injurious nation would foon find that it
gained neither credit nor advantage by fuch behaviour.

This is the cafe with independent individuals, and
why fhould it be otherwile with iudependent nations ?
Rafh and hafty men, flanding on what they fancy to be
honour, are ever quarrelling, and doing themfelves, as
well as others, infinitely more mifchief than could pof-
fibly arife from behaving with chltian meeknefs and
forbearance. In fa&, they a& like children, who have
no command of their pallions, and not like men, gov-
erned by reafon. In this calculation, peace of mind,
which is preferved by the meek. and loft by the quar-

relfome, is a very important article. -
.
L
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It will be faid, that merchants, having no other
occupation than that of fending goods to foreign coun-
tries, by which their own is bencfited, have a righs
to the protection of their country. But what is the rule
of right inthis, or any other cafe? It muft be regula-
ted by a regard to the good of the whole; and if the
country receive more injury than benefit by any branch
of bufinefs, it ought to be difcontinued ; and thofe who
engage in any bufinefs, thould lay their account with
the rifque to which it is expofed, as much as the far-
mer with the rifque of bad feafons, for which his coun-
try makes him no indemnification, though his employ-
ment is as beneficial to it as that of the merchant.

If, therefore, in thefe circumftances of extraor-
dinary hazard, any perfon will fend his goods to fea.,
it fhould be at his own rifque ; and the country, which
receives more injury than advantage from it, and whofe
peaceis endangered by it, fhould not indemnify him for
any lofs.  Let him, however, be fully apprized of this;
and if he will perfift in doing as he has done, the con-
{equence is to himfelf, and his country is not implicated
in it.

This is a country which wants nothning but peace,
and an attention to 1ts naturel advantages, to make it
moft flourifhing and refpeétable ; and wanting the ma-
nufaltures of other countries, its friendfhip will becourt-
ed by them all, on account of the advantage they will
derive from an intercourfe with it. Other countries
being fully peopled, the inhabitants mu/t apply to ma-
nufactures ; and where can they find fuch a market as
Athis mufl necefianily be? And on account of the rival-
‘hip and competition which there will he among them,
the people of this country cannot fail to be ferved in the
chezpeft manner by them all.  This will be indepen-
dentlof all their politics, with which this country has
nothing to do. But, if by endeavouring to rival an
of them in naval power (which will only refemble the

fro 4
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frog in the fable endeavouring to {well itfelf to the
fize of the 0x) it excites their jealoufy, and this count
fhould join any one of them againft any other, it will cer-
tainly not only lofe the advantage it might derive from
the trade of that country, but pay dearly for its folly,
by the evils of a ftate of warfare.

What feems to be more particularly mmpolitic in
this country, as ill fuiting the ftate of it, 1s the duty on
the importation of dooks, which are fo much wanted,
and which even great encouragement could not produce
here. Is it atall probable that fuch works as the Greek
and Latin claffics, thofe of the chniftian Fathers, the
Polyglott Bible, the Philofophical Tranfaéhions, orthe
Memoirs of the Academy of Sciences, &c. &c. will,
in the time of our great grand children be printed in
the United States ? and yet there is a heavy duty on
their 1mportation ; and for every printer, or maker of
peper for printing, there are, no doubt, feveral thou-
fand purchalers of books, all of whom are taxed for
their advantage. 1In thefe circumftances, it were fure-
ly better to have more culiivators of the ground, and
fewer printers.

When I fee at what expence ambaffadors are fent
to foreign and diftant countries, with which this eoun-
try has little or no intercourle ; and when it is very
problematical whether in any cafe, they have not done
more harm than good, and think what folid adv{amage,
might be derived from half the expence in fending out
men of {cience for the purpofe of purchafing works of
literature and philofophical infiruments, of which all
the univerfities and colleges of this country are moft
difgracefully deftitute ; and that the expence of one -of
the three frigates would have {upplied all of them with
telefcopes equal to that of Dr. Herlchell, and other
philofophical inftruments in the fame great fiyle, to
the immortal honour of any adminiftration, I lament
that the progrefs of naticnal wildom fhould be fo ﬂovii

an
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and that our country profits {o little by the expericn‘ce
and the folly of others. The Chinefe never had refi-
dent ambafladors in any country, and what country
has flourithed more than China ?

A foreigner travelling in the interior part of this
country, and finding the want of roads, bridges and
inns, wonders that things of fuch manifeft utility thould
not have had more attention paid to them, when he [ees
that great fums are raifed and expended on objeéls, the
ule of which is at beft very doubtful. And men of letters
coming to refide here, find their hands tied up. Books
of literature are not to be had, and philofophical in-
ftruments can neither be made nor purchaled. Every
thing of the kind muft be had from Europe, and. pay
a duty on importation.

But all this may be fhort fighted {peculation; and
it may be, nay I doubt not it 15, better for the world at
large, that its progrels thould not be fo rapid ; that a
long ftate of infancy, childhood and folly, fhould precede
that of manhood and true wifdom ; and that vices,
which wil {pring up in all countries, are better check-
ed by the calamities of war than by reafon and philo-
fophy.

It may be the wife plan of Providence, by means
of the folly of man, to involve this country in the.vor-
tex of European politics, and the mifery of European
wars ; and to prevent the importation of the means of
knowledge till a better ufe would be made of them.
Nations make flower advances in wifdom than indi-
vidual men, in fome proportion to their longer du-
ration. But what they acquire at a greater expence,
they retain better; fo that, I doubt not, there is much
wifdom in that part of the general conftitution of things.

A ftranger is apt to wonder that political animofi-
ty {hould have got to fo great a height in this country,
When all were fo lately united in their conteft with a
ecommon enemy ; and that their ecnmity, which cannot

be
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be of longﬁanding. fhould be as inveterate asin the old-
eft countries, where parties have {ubfifted time imme-
morial.  But it may be the defign of Providence, by
this means, to divide this widely extended country into
fmaller States, which fhall be at war with each other,
that by their common fufferings their common vices may
be corretted, and thus lay a foundation for the folid ac-
quifition of wifdom ; which will be more valued in con-
fequence of having been more dearly bought, in fome
future age. .

Divided as the people of this country are, fome in
favour of France, and others of England, I fhould not
much wonder, if the decifion of the government in fa-
vour of either of them fhould be the caufe of a civil
war. But even this, the moft calamitous of all events,
would promote a greater agitation of men’s minds, and
be a more effeftual check to the progrefs of luxury, vice,
and folly, than any other mode of difcipline, and at
the fame time that it will evince the folly of man, may
dilplay the wifdom of Him that ruleth in the kingdoms
of men, and who appoints for all nations fuch govern-
ments, and {uch governors; as their ftate, and that of
other countries conneéted with them, really requires.
Pharaoh occupied as important a ftation in the plan of
Divine Providence, as king David, though called aman
after God’s own heart. For his wife and excellent pur-
pofes, ome was as neceflary as the other.

Many lives, no doubt, will be loft in war, civil or
foreign’; but men muft die; and if the deftruion of
one generation be the means of producinganother which
fhall be wifer and better, the good will exceed the evil,
great as it may be, and greatly to be deplored asall e-
vils ought to be. 4

A firanger naturally expefls to find a greater fim-
plicity of manners, and more virtue, in this new coun-
try, asit is called, than in the old ones. But anearer
acquaintance with it, will convince him, that conﬁd‘er-

ng
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ing how eafily fubfiftence is procured here, and confe-
quently how few incitements there are to the vices of
the Tower clafles efpécally, there is lefs virtue as well as
Tefs know}edge‘ than in moft of the countries of Eu-
yope. Inmany parts of the United States there is al-
fo lefs religion, at leaft of a rational and ufeful kind.
And where there is no fenfe of religion, no fear of God,
or refpe@ to afature flate, there will be no good morals
that can be depended upon. Laws may reftrain the
exceffes of vice, butthey cannotimpart the principles
of virtue.

Infidelity has made great progrefs in France,

_through all the continent of Europe, and alfoin En-

gland ; but I much queftion whether it be not as great in
America ; and the want of information in the people at
large,” makes thoufands of them the dupes of fuch fhal-
low writings as thofe of Mr. Paine, and the French un-
believers. feveral of which are tranflated and publifhed
here and either through want of knowledge, or of zeal,
Yitle or nothing is done by the friends of Revelation, to
ftop the banctul torrent.

All this, however, I doubt not, will appear to
have been ultimately for the beft. Let temperate and
wife men forwarn the country of its danger, and, as they
are in duty bound, endeavour to prevent, or alleviate,
evils of every kind. Their condu& will meet the ap-
probation of the great Governor of the univerfe; and,
in all events, He, whofe will no foreign power can con-
trol, being the true and benevolent parent of all the hu-
man race, will provide for the happinefs of his offspring
in the moft effe@ual manner, theugh, to our imperfeét
underftanding, the fteps which lead to it be incompre-
henfible. 'We muft not do evil that good may come,
becaufe our underftanding is finite, and thercfore we
cannot be fure that the good we intend will come. But
the Divine Being, whofe forefightisunerring, continual-
ly aéls upon that maxim; and, as we fce, to the great-
eft advantage. :
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