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*HE followmg difcourfe was
written for the moft part at
s Paris, and {ferved asan agree-
. able relaxation from the fe-
verer frudies in which I was, at that
time, engaged. Our travelling together
gave me an opportunity of fub*mttmor
the performance to your critical eye,
and it affords me a fingular {atisfaction
to acknowlege, that, in feveral parti-
culars, it has been greatly amended
by your candid and judicious remarks.
UroN
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Uron fuch an occafion as this, T
fthould deem myfelf ungrateful indeed,
was I to withold the little tribute I
have in my power to pay to that genu-
ine worth and difinterefted friendthip,
which I have experienced in you.

Sure 1 am that a perfon of your ami-
able difpofition, whofe heart glows
with the utmoft warmth of focial affec-
tion, whofe mind is enriched with the
treafures of ancient and modern learn-
ing, and whofe tafte has been improved
and refined, by an acquaintance and
converfation with men of the firft rank
inlifeand of the greateft abilities in the
learned world, muft be eminently ufe-
ful to'mankind, and particularly adorn
and blefs the land wherein providence
calls him to refide.  With great reafon;
therefore, may we hope to fee you
become a diftinguithed ornament to fo-
ciety,. With great reafon may the place
of your! nativity claim the advantages
whicly arife from fuch abilities; (and
' from
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from a genius that was forr’ned and nur=
tured in her own bofom. - Your coun-
try has much to expe& in waiting the
return of a fon blefled with fo man

ufeful endowments; and I well know
that, amongft your many other virtues,
the love of your country prevails too
much in your breaft to let her fuftain a
difappointment. :

Orurence and generofity {eldom go
hand in hand. ‘'The gifts of fortune are
rarely accompanied with a fpirit to em-
ploy them in deeds of charity and dif=
interefted benevolence.’

IT is yours, Sir, to foar above the
{ordid views of vulgar minds, and en-
joy the fublime pleafures of a tender
and fympathizing humanity, which al-
ways carries its own reward, in the {a-
tisfa&tion that flows from the exercife
of fo precious a gift of divine bounty.

Tuere are no conneéions in life
more honourable than thofe which we
form with men of learning and virtue.

I
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I cannot but congratulate myfelf, there-
fore, on the ftri¢t intimacy with which
you have fo long indulged me, and, at
the fame time, be thankful to you for
the advantages it has often procured me
in foreign parts.

Durinc an abfence of five years from
my country and friends, whilft I was
engaged in fuch purfuits as were indif-
penfably neceffary to fit me for more
extenfive ulefulnefs in my profeflion,
the almoft uninterrupted enjoyment of
your company, or corre{fpondence, con-
tributed much to make fuch a fepara-"
tion more eafy and fupportable. It will
always give me unfpeakable pleafure to
reflet upon thevariety of {cenes through
which we have pafied, and the enter-
tainment and improvement we have met
with, in vifiting . the principal cities
and feats of fcience in Great-Britain,
Holland, France and Italy ; places ce-
lebrated . for: the birth or refidence of
‘men of the moft illuftrious genius in the

| world, -
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world, and diftinguithed for the culti-
vation of manners, polite arts and li-
terature. (1)

Tuese are the {everal confiderations
that have induced me to prefent you
with this performance. Happy thould
I have thought myfelf, if a little more
leiiure had enabled me torender it fome-
what more worthy your notice. ~Such
as it is, however, I requeft you to ac-
cept it as a {mall teftimony of my
perfonal regard and affe@ion for you.
Whatever may be the merit or fuccefs
of the work itfelf, I fhall always rejoice
that it has given me an opportunity of
telling the world, how much I refpect
your charader, and what an high va-

lue I place upon your friendfhip.
I am,
Dear Sir,
~ Your moft affe@ionate friend
~and obliged humble {ervant,

JOHN MORGAN.
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HE delay in publithing my addrefs on
the inftitution of Medical {chools arofe
% from the indifpenfable calls of bufinéfs,
“% Ithas given me an opportunity, howevery
of hearing the opinion of many people upon the ad-
drefs ; but more particularly upon what relates to
my propofed method of pradifing phyfic.

My intention with regard to the latter, having,
been made known by general converfations only, I
find has been often mifunderftoed. No wonder then,
if, in confequence thereof; it has been fometimes
greatly mifreprefented.

‘Ta1s has determined me to commit to the prefs
the plan of practice by which I defign to regulate
myfelf as much as pofiible ; and to c.cliv'“ my fen-
timents very briefly on the expediency of a regular
and diftinct practice in the feveral branches of Medi-
cine, The public will then be able to judgze more

clearly
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clearly ‘of the propriety of thofe meafures, which,
irom a full perfuafion of their great utility, I ven-
ture to recommend.

Firlt, I purpofe to confine myfelf, in practice, to
thofe cafes which belong moft immediately to the”
office of a Phyfician, that I may prefcribe for and
attend fuch cafes to greater advantage. 1' fhall
therefore avoid, all I can, interfering in the proper
bufinefs of furgery viz. manual operation.

I po not mean however to refufe to innoculate for
the {mall-pox, where my patients or their friends
obje& to-employ another hand to make the incifion.
This may frequently happen, although there is no
more difficulty or art required in it, than in cutting

an iflue and inferting a pea, or thun in cupping and
bleeding.

Secondly, I propofe, in fuch cafes as fhall be re-
quired, to attend in -confultation with other Phyfi-
cians, on the fame terms as thofe of character enter
into confultation with one another. :

Thirdly, I fhall give my opinion in writing on the
complaints of patients at a diftance from Philadel-
phia, whenever the hiftory of the cafe is properly
drawn up and tranfmitted to me for advice.

Fourthly,
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Fourthly, In fuch cales of furgery as require conk
fultation, or the ufe of medicines, I am willing to'
attend, to prefcribe, confult, or advife ; but not ta’
perform any operation myfelf, or drefs any wound.

IN REGARD TO THE APOTHECARY AND
SURGEON.

"It may be proper here to acquaint the public,
that, for the better carrying of this plan into execu-
tion, Mr. David Leighton, a gentleman of abilities
=nd integrity, educated in Great-Britain both in phar-
macy and furgery, has accompanied me hither. To
him I fend to make up my prefcriptions. © But
patients are allowed to choofe any other apothecary
to_put-up their medicines, or what furgeon they
pleafe for the operative part. What I expect from
them is a proper compenfaticn for my advice an:
attendance as a phyfician. The medicines and ope-
rations. are to be confidered 2s a diffin¢t and feparare
charge. Mr. Le#bton has imported a large affortment;
of medicines, in which no expence has been fpared
to have every thing of the beft in its kind.  The
have been prepared with particular care by Ma:
Silvanus and Timeotdy Bevan, Druggl"ts in Liondoh;
whofe known fkill and reputation in that bufines ar:
too,well etablifhed, both in Great-Britain and Ame-

rica, to need further recommendation,.
a2 M-r.
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*Mr. Lieicaton will oblige « himfelf to put up
fuch preferiptions as are ordered, in the beft manner,

and with the utmoft fidelity and care, as well as at
the moft moderate rate.

B i TrQy F B ExSy

I always mean that thefe fhall be moderate, adap-
ted to the circumftances of this place, of the patient
and the attendance he may require,

As a rule of condu&t to fuch asare quite unac-
quainted with the regular practice ot phylic, let
them inform themfelves what is the united expence
for Medicines and attendance, as charged by the
practitioners of eminence in  this place. In fuch
cafes as can be exa@ly afcertained, I fhall require no
more from them, than they would be obliged to pay
to others, asin the cafe of innoculation and attend-
ance in the fmall pox ; ‘2llowance being made for the
Medicines. The fame rule, as far as # can be obfery-
ed in fevers and other diforders, might be applyed.

PracTITIONERS in many cafes make an advan-
ced charge on their Medicines, fo as to include
for attendance, This is done to make up for the
patients deficiency in fees, than which, when it is will-
ful and not the effect of ignorance in the patient, no-
thing can be more equitable, or more expedient, ex-

cept
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cept charging for attendance under its proper name,

For Pratitioners muft be paid for their time and at-

tendance, as well as for their Medicines, under what-

ever name they make thecharge. Indeed the moft ex-

tenfive practice otherwife would be infufficient to {up-

port a family in a becoming manner, as the greateft

part of their time is employed in vifiting the fick.

The paying of aphyfician for attendance and the apo-

thecary for his Medicines apart is certainly the moft-
eligible mode of pratice, both to patient and prac-

titioner. The apothecary then, who is not obliged
to fpend his time in vifiting patients, can afford to
make up medicines at a reafonable price ; and it is

as defirable, as juft in itfclf, that patients fhould al-

low. fees for attendance, whatever it may be thought
to deferve. They ought to know what it is they
really pay for Medicines, and what for phyfical ad-

yvice and attendance,

Nosopvy, I believe, will deny that the practice of
rating Medicines, at fucha priceas to includé the
charge for Medicines and attendance, isliable to grofs
impoficions” on the part of ignorant medicafters, too
many of whom {warm in every city. Patients who are
keptin ignorance of what price Medicines are, con-
fidered feparately, and what is the value of phyfical
fkill and attendance, naturally think the original coft
of Medicines, which are comparatively cheap, to be
very dear, and undervalue the {kill of a phyﬁclilz}n,

is
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his, toil of ftudy and his expence of time and money,
in his education, which have often amounted to
very large ;fums and to many years {pent abroad
in queft of knowledge, as if they were of no. confi- -
deration.

Tue levelling of all kind of pratticioners fo much
with' illiterate pretenders, who have art enough to
gain employ, however ill qualified in that of healing
difeafes, hasa tendency to deter perfons, otherwife
of juft and liberal fentiments, from putting them-
{eives to a further expence to gain knowledge, than -
what is fufficient to make money. This is
to make a vile trade of phyfic, inftead of a noble
profefiion, which as it certainly is,. fo it ought to
be efteemed.

T nave been told more than once, upon reafoning -
on the fubje&, that people here are ufed to this me-
thod and dont love to changz old cuftoms. - What

is it more than to fay,
¢« Si populus vult decipi, decipiatur

Ir people choofe to be deceived, even let us keep
them in their deception.” ?

InsTeap of making a charge of fees, Iwillingly
leave -to" the' patients- themfelves to give what
they
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they pleaft, upon my difmiffion from further dtten<
dance, or as foon after their recovery as fhall be

thought convenient, without fpecifying any demand,

unlefs where patients particularly require it, This

I lock for to prevent the ‘neceflity of making a book
charge of fees, which is never done in any hbcral

profefiion.

By thus leaving the fee in a great meafure, or
wholly, to the free will and circumftances of the

paiient, a phyfician may be employed by the mid-
dling clafs of people as well as the rich.

Maxy who have no adequate notion of the true
value of attendance, or what rule is obferved by o-,
thers, may wifh rather to be direfted what fee to.
pay for attendance, being defirous on one hand to
avoid the appearance of being deficient in generofity,
and on the other hand willing to recompence the
phyficianforhis care, without unneceffary prodigality,
Such perfons, upon intimation of their defires, it is
to be hoped, will always find themfelves fully fatis-
fied in this particular,

As to attending poor patients gratis, and giviag
them my beft advice; I fhall chearfully take my
fhare of that kind of practice with thy brethern of the
faculty, Forl fhall always efteem it a favourable cirs

cumftancs,
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ftance, that puts it in my power to adminifter reliet
to perfons, whofe indigence forbids them to expectit
upon any other terms,

Tuesk articles, I prefume, will effectually remove
the objection which has been moft {trongly urged,
viz. that my method of practice would only fuit the
wealthy; and will prove that the expence to the
patient is not greater, on the plan I have adopted,
than in the common method of practice.

It is true that, upon my firfk arrival, I expreffed
my defire of being paid for a certain number of vi-
fits, at a piftole the firft vifit, as a retaining fee, and a
dollar for every vifit afterwards.----It was not my in-
tention to require more than one fee per day, although
I might wait on the patient oftner, nor yet every
day that I vifited once, where a dileafe of a lingering
nature, or requiring particular care, would render my
attendance expenfive. A retaining fee I expeéted
to receive from the rich, not from the poor ; and
bad firmly refolved in no cafe to receive more
fees, than fufficient to pay me for the value of my
time and trouble of attendance. But for want of
fuitable opportunities of rendering this better known,
I daily found that my good intention was in fome
meafure fruftrated,

THIS
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Ti1s, and the advice of fome judicious friends to
endeavour to prevent the ill effets of prejudice,
made me refolve to attempt fuch an alteration as
might be betzer fuited, at this time, to the cuftoms
and circumftances of the people.

Tue preceeding plan I have ever fince conftantly
followed, to my entire fatisfaction, and I hope to that
of my patients. Truth requires of me to acknow-
ledge to the public, that I have always found, as
far as my practice has hitherto given me an Oppor-
tunity of judging, that the lnﬁﬂUatIOH, which has
been made to deter me from this mode of praétice,
'viz. that people are too narrow minded bere, and fhow
no generofity to a phyfician, only empleying o doflor be-
caufe be is cheap or lives near to them, is utterly ground-
lefs. In moft inftances L have found their generofity
has much exceeded my expectations.

(

Oxe article more I have to mention under this
"head. It may frequently happen, in vifiting my
friends and acquaintance who employ mein thur fa-
milies, that them{elve s, their children or fervants
may have flight complaints, for which they would be
glad to have advice, but do not think them of im-
portance enough to call in a phyfician, who may ex-
peé fees for little ailmenes. Such perfons may always
command my advice in thefe matters without a fee,

b THs
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THE NECESSITY OF REGULATING THE
PRACTICE OF PHYSIC.

It will be readily acknowledged by every one that
allows himfelf to reflect upon it, that fome regulati-
on in regard to a Phyficians attendance upon the fick
1s now become highly requifite. Formerly, when
the city did not occupy much above half the extent,
practice was much more manageable than it is at
prefent.  Living was then cheap. © Within my own
memory, every article of expence was lefs by almoft
one half, So that what fuited the circumftances of
the place and people then does not fuit them now.
Yet we may believe the knowledge of Phyfic has
been cultivated all along with confiderable appli-
cation.. A medical education is at leaft become
much more expenfive, and a man has little chance,
if he keeps free from empiricilm, to get a' ‘to-
lerable living by phyfic now, unlefs he has {pent
fome years in an expenfive education in Europe.
1s it ‘not then more equitable to be paid for atten-
dance, than to live by advancing the price of me-
dicines

I am not urging thefe as arguments for a more
expenfive practice, butfor an improvement of it, by
feparating phyfic from furgery and pharmacy, which

I
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I'think dncompatible with them, at leaft accordih-gi\
to the plan of education I have followed, by the ad-

vice of fome of the moft eminent and fkillful judges
of medical {cience of any in Great Britain.

Wnar reafonable objetion can be then offered a-
gainft an improvement in the prelent method of the
practice of phyfic, which, to a man in great bufinefs,
is by every one allowed to be the moft flavifh pro-
feflion known in this part of the world.

Every mechanic has a certain portion of time allot.-
ted to him for a relaxation from bufinefs, and for the
_enjoyment of focial happinefs. Phyficians have next
to none, but they are obliged to be at the call of the
fick, every hour in the nighr as well as of the. day,
Were they born flaves to the public and not child-
ren ? or, for fucha voluntary {urrender of their liberty :
and eafe as is neceflary to practife confcientioudly,
are they to have no compenfation ? Is it thought
an unreafonable demand to be paidfor a toilfome, but
neceflary attendance, amidft objects of the moft moy-
ing diftrefs, which deprives them much of the com-
pany of their own family and of a number of gra-
tifications, which every other profeffion allows: of
without detriment ? - Where, 1s the encouragement
for a man to banith himfelf from all the endearing
tyes of triends and relations, to fpend the prime of
bz life
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life, and often the bulk of his fortune,  to adminifter’
more {killful aid to the calamities of his diftrefled fel-
low mortals, if he is to be confidered as entitled
only to the fame gratuity with thofe who employ!
all their time at home, in getting money, inftead of
fpending it for the public good ? oris he to beal=
lowed no more, than if, in acquiring this knowledge,
he had been fupported at a public expence ?-:-- let
unbiafied reafon and juftice determine, >

I am forry that the objections, which have been
made to my propofed method of practice, have laid
me under thedifagreeable neceflity of mentioning the
kind of education I have bad to qualify me for my
profeflion, and to afford me a reafonable expeétatiofi
of a living from my advice and attendance.

IT'is now more than fifteen years fince I begar the
fludy of medicine inthis city, which I have profecuted
ever fince without interruption. During the  firft
fix years I ferved an apprenticethip with Dr.. JOHN
REDMAN, who then did, and flills continues to
enjoy amoft juftly zcquired reputation in this city
for fuperior knowledge and extenfive practice in
phyfic. "At the fame time L hadan opportunity of
being ‘acquainted with the practice of other rminent
Ph yﬁcnn's in'this place, parhcularly of all the phy-

3 ficians
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ficians to the hofpital, whofe preferiptions I put up!
there above the {pace of one year. The term of my
apprenticethip being expired, I devoted myfelf for
four years to a military life, principally with a view
to become more fkillful in my profeffion ; being
engaged, the whole of that time, in a very extenfive
practice in the army, amongft difeafes of every kind.
The laft five years I have fpent in Europe, under the
moft celebrated mafters in every branch of Medicine

and {pared nolabour or expence to ftore my mind wit};
an extenfive acquaintance in every {cience, that rela-
ted any way to the duty of a phyfician ; having in
that time expended, in this purfuit, a fum of money,
of which the very intereft would prove no contempti-
ble income.  With what fuccef(s this has been done
others are tojudge, and not myfelf.

Thus I have arrived at the middle age of life, in en-
deavouring to lay up treafures of ufeful knowledge,
before 1 commence a fettled practice ; and yet I have
been told, that to expe to gain a fupport here by
my medical advice and attendance only, without be-
coming a furgeon and apothecary too in order to
help out, is to forget that T was born an American.
1 am very happy that my country has always difco-
véred too much of a laudable ambition to excell in
every branch of polite literature, and has taken too
much pleafure in the reputation of her fons, to fiil

me
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me with: apprehenfion that an education in phyfic
will be accounted too expenfive, fuch as I have
thought neceflary to qualify myfelf for praifing my
profeflion with eafe of mind to myfelf and with benefit
to the community.

As far as I can learn, every body approves of my
plan for inftituting medical fchools, &nd I have the
honour of being appointed a public profeffor for
teaching phyfic in the college here. Can any man,
the leaft acquainted with the nature of that arduous
tafk, once imagine it poflible for me to acquit myfelf
in that ftation, in an honourable or ufeful manner,
and yet be engaged in one continued round of
practice in furgery and pharmacy, as well as phyfic ?

“T'o prepare for a courfe of letures every year re-
quires fome leifure, and a mind undifturbed with too
great a variety of purfuits. So that my ufefulnefs as
a profeflor makes it abfolutely neceffary for me to
follow that method of practice, which alone appears
to be calculated to anfier that end. *

ON

# Quid caret alternd requie durabile non eft,
Hac reparat vires, feflaque membra novat. Ovip.
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ON THE ADVANTAGES OF A SEPARATE
AND REGULAR PRACTICE OF PHYSIC '
SURGERY' AND PHARMACY. ‘

[n the more laborious occupations of life, as in.
building a houfe or a fhip, a great variety as well as'a
;“”‘t rumber. of artizans are employed, but 2ll in
different departments.

u

Ix the lefs laborious callings we obferve the like .
prudenc regulations, thus in making a pipe, 2 button
or a pin, a variety of hands, nolefs commonly than
five, fix, or feven different artifts unite their induf-,
try. By this means they finifh more work in a li-
mited time, and can afford to fell it at a cheaper rate,,
than they could, if every individual was employed
in all the feparate branches. But each having a par-
ticular province afligned to himfelf, while all confpire.
in one unitorm plan, they become more fkillful and;
dextrous in their refpective parts, and all more ufe-
fully fubfervient to one end. Are the good qualities:
of accuracy, difpatch and cheapnefs, not to fpeak: of
the greater perfection of the work, no recommenda-
tion to the manner of doing it ?

' Way {hould the mere difficult, but more ingeni-
ous and liberal arts, fcorn to be taught wifdom
from their e‘camp‘e ? Is it eafier to underftand the

intricate
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intricate ftrufure of the animal frame, the work’ ‘of
God, ‘than to learn the conftruion of any machine,
as a watch or clock, the work of human invention ?
Or are the fprings and movements of the former, fo
divinely adjufted, more eafily managed and put to
rights when in diforder, than the wheels of the lac-
ter? or does the prefervation of this in a found ftate
require lefs ftudy, knowledge, and conduct?

Tue human body is certainly one of the moft com-
pound machines in nature. Medicine is one of the

nobleft and moft difficultof arts, madeup ofa number

of fciences different from each other. The praétice
of . phyfic requires deliberation, reafoning, judge-
ment, and experience. Surgery calls for different
powers and qualifications rarely uniting in one man-
Are thefe then all to be blended with the apothecary,
the botanift, and chymift, which ought to be, and

vaJrc each of them feparate and diftinét in their very

nature ? Whilft we labour amidft fuch a yariety, of
purfuits,all improvement muft be at a ftand, Where-
as, let each cultivate his refpective branch apart, the
phyfician, furgeon, apothecary &c. the knowledge
of medicine will be then daily improved, and.it may

be praétifed with greater accuracy and fkill as well

as a lefs expence, "

Prejupicr may here afk, how can a phyfician

3 s a P -
praétife with advantage, if he does not equally pur-

fue

’
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- fue every branch of his profeffion ? or how thall he
know. that the Medicines aré good, which he orders,
- if he does not prepare them himfelf ?

Answer, It is not only expedient, but neceffary
that a phyfician fhould have a general and extenfive
knowledge of the whole art, and be acquainted with
the principles of every branch of his profeflion.
Thus the general of an army fhould be acquainted
with every part of military fcience, and underftand
the whole detail of military duty; from that of colo-
nel down to a private centinel. But there is no ne.d
that he thould aé as a pioneer and dig in a trench,
‘Where a proper fubordination is wanting, there 1sa
perverfion of all practical knowledge. No more
then is a phyfician obliged, from his office, to'hah.ile
'a knife with a furgeon ; to cull herbs with the bofa-
nift ; to diftill fimples with the chymift ; or ''com-
pound drugs with the apothecary. Can he be more
fure however that his Medicines are genuine, if he
does not colleét his own herbs and roots as a botanift,
or diftill with the chymift, than he can, if, omitting
thefe, he fhould {tick to the plaifker-pan and {patula,
‘or the peftle and mortar ?

Bur pra&itioners in great bufinefs never
do, or can do the bufinefs of an apothecary in.
this place, themfelves, They have apprentices for

¢ the
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thc purpof’c. After vifiing the fick, do not their
arprentices make up their prefcriptions ? I would
afk, is not an apothecary thorouahly acquainted with
the art of compounding and making up Medicines
as fkillful in it as an apprentice? Is not a man educa-
ted in the profeffion to be trufted in preference to one
who is only learning that bufinefs ? or has the matter,
who may be called from place to place to attend other
" cales of furgery, or fee other patients, always time to
wait for medicines to be made up under his eye 2

Tuzse queries are eafy enough for every one to
decide upon, without being brought up to the ftudy
of phyfic. * ‘Will he not therefore do a Worthy a&tion,
whoever fhall freadily apply himfelf to ‘remove ‘the
difiiculties which are in the way of regular pracice ?
Wil h# notdo real fervice to his country 'and” man-
kind, for ‘the 'good effelts of which poﬁerity ‘may
thank him ? "'WHho then would hefitate to rank hlmfelf
amongtt the foremoft clals of thofe who fhall be' 'con-
cetised in'a work of fuch real benefit to the public ?

Havine thus fully explained the method I pro=
pofe for praftifing phyfic in'this place; I appeal to
the impartial judgmencof - the public to decide updn
the queftion.” - Isvit to; be deemed an idle innovas
vationg oris it notrather;an improvement of practice
in Phlladelpha to adopt a plan conformable to what
isbbferved in great Britain and- all polifhed countries,

: as
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as far as the circumftances of this place admit ? Ipro-

efs myfelf open to convittion, and fhall allow duc
wught to.every reafonable argument that may be op-
pofed to my plan. When [ am rationally convmced
that I have been inan error, Ifhall readily acknow-
lcdore and retra&t my fentiments, which I hope, till
thcn, I may be allowed to continue, without being
charged with an innovating fpirit.

OIWHAT remains yet to be done 1s to endeavour
to clucidate a tew pafiages, which have been thought
exceptionable in the dilcourfe by particular perfons,
;-In) fome paragraphs, theopinionsand pra&ice of the
faculty of phyfic'in this place have béen thought,
to have been too indifcriminately ' condemned,

_nFar be it from me to meritthis charge, orto have
entertained {entiments derogatory from a fet of geny
tlemen, many of whom [ rank amongft my pxmcr*lc
friends in the city, and highly cfteem tor their inte-
grity and abilities in their profeflion, to which thcyj
do great honour. To have made a nominal diftinc-
tion, was - never my defign. It cannot therefore in
juftice be imputed to me'as 2 fault to have avoided;;
all I could, every  thing which had the leaft appears
ance of parncularlty, and to' have! endeavoured 16
fuggelt an improvement of prattice, without aiming
at pra&moncrs. 3 , A<l mi

Giz Faveakdd
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~1ipouBT not that every praltitioner here of ediis-
cation, experience and integrity, has purfued:the

plan which, in his opinion, was beft fuited to the:
place and people. But as circumftances alter, fo-
does the propriety of particular eftablithed cuftoms,
which gradually give way to others better fuited: to:
thofe changes which happen in a courfe of years.!
May I not hope to meet with the fame candour rthat:
1{low to others, and be admitted to ac from-the fame:
honeft principles, in recommending what:I think an®
improvement of practice, that 1 allow thofe who

have purfued a plan different from mine!? I

- WHEREVER there is the leaft appearance of being
particular, or wherever I'have fpoken exprefsly of’
the, praétitioners of this town, it has been in' the’
moit becoming manner and without the leaft cenﬁjr‘eﬁ

¢ well knowing how much I myfelf need the mdulgencg
of; othersy ,

¢« Mecum habito et novi
'quam  fit mihi curta fuppellex.”

¥x confirmation hereof, I'thall adduce a few inftan-
ces ito'which ‘the 'reader may 'reter.  Thus I have
faidy p.o18.7¢ and here we may congratulate’ our-"
felves)ithatin this, and fome of the large neighbour:"
ihgr towns, we have a numbcr of fklllful phyﬁcmns
’ 3o} 21500131 : : 23ITON qndt™
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and'expertfurgeons, qualified by genius, ediication
and expcri‘ence, to take charge of the “health of their’
fellow creatures.” ‘And p30. * The city of Phl‘a-
delphia; adorned with a fet of eminent praéhuoncrs,
draws ' to it a great number of pupils, from the’
rrelghbourmg parts, to learn the arts of phyfic and

furgery.? Indeed the only part in which I have becn
: particular, and ‘ther‘e it was unavoidable, is in {peak-
ingiof the ‘phyficians of the hofpital, which I have
dene in terms of the higheft refpe. p. 31.

It is true, I have endeavoured, as well as T was'
a‘ble, to defcribe the mifchievous effe@s that enfue
from ignorance and prefumption, when young' mien
encer upon. the practice of Medicine before they arel
duly inftruéted in the important duties of the pro-!
feflion, . See. ip. 23. 24. !

o have likewife urged the neceflity of joining ftudy’
with practice, and availing ourfelves of the medical
difcoveries and improvements made by others. On
theauthority of a very learned fociety, I have alfo dif-
approved of the conduct of thofe, who, from preju-
dice affecting a fimplicity, (which might often mif-.
lead them), difdain thofe perfons who divide gheir
time between ftudy and practice., . I have likewife ad=
ded, on the fame authority,  that novices.enlightened;
by _the difcoveries, which thefe practitioners fhut

: their
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their eyes againft, would in_their. turn with reafon
dcfpre them, when grown old in their errors,” fee ps,

42 and 47.

But Ihave no where intentionally aimed the {haft of
cenfure at any one, or attempted the chara&er of a
Particular man; much lefshave 1 dared to attack indif+
criminately a whole body of men. As far as 1 haveen-;
gaged in painting the errors or faults of any, I have
endeavoured to reprefent general actions of men, {uch
as they are, and not the picture of individuals, Yety
as Le Sage has juftly remarked, there are fime perfons%
who cannot read, and I {ay there are others who ean<]
not hear, without making an application of thofe vici-
ous or ridiculous characters 'which they: learn from:
an author.  'With him I declare to all who have fuchyw
a malicious prapenfity, that they ore in the Wrong to o
apply the portraits which they may  find here iexhibi-
ted 3 nor let any reader take for his own what may
equally belong to another, otherwife he will foolehl’y
cxpofc him{clf, as Phadrus fays,

\

& S -

]
¢ Stulté nudabit animi confcientiam.”

Tue notice I'have here given is, | Sy ’fufﬁci,
ent therefore to exculpate me from the groundlefs
chirgt of having unjuftly reflected upon, or cenfurc.d
the‘condudt 'of otl*crs,

b d@luld I FAd i
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"Somz, ¥t is'faid, have thought that I have dc-
feribed the difficulties of attaining to the knowlcdgc
of phyfic in too ftrong terms, and have enumerated
fo many quahﬁcatlon; as requifite to acquire any con-
fiderable knowledge of the medical art, that I rather
deter {tudents, than encourage them in attemptmg
to compléat their ftudies and to become fkillful in
their profeflion. ‘

“To thefe T reply, that 1 have heen far from exag-
gerating ‘matters, and have left much unfaid, on’
purpofe to avoid difcouraging their eager purfuit.
If we cannot arrive at abfolute perfcéhon in fc1encc, .
let us not abandon ourfelves to a criminal indolence, :
but ftrive to approach that degree of Knowledge
which is ‘attainable by mdui’cry, and we cannot fail
of being ‘eminently fkilliul'in the healing art anai
lnghly ufclul to mankind.

O'rm RS, I am informed, as if they were afrald of
engacing in top great an expence, have faid that I
have infilted too much on the neceflity of ftudents
attending lectures in every different branch of medi-
cine. They feem to imagine if they hear lectures
upon Anatomy only, the branch which I have firft -
mentioned in my difcourfe, - that they  can eafily;
make themfelves mafters of all the other -branches of
medicine by reading. I blufh for thofe who thus

: expole
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cxpofc cither their ignorance or their avarice. Why
‘are rhcy not equally contented with fuch a fhare of
“knowledge in anatomy, as they can gain from books,
“fince this feience can be better painted to the eye,
than fome of the other branches of medicine, which
are altogether as neceffary to be known by a phy-
fician ? Are not apatomical plates and defcripti-
ons as intelligible to a ftudent, as the philofophical
ftudies of chymiftry, phyfiology, and pathology are,
from a mere courfe of reading? or is it of lefs confe-
quence to gain a fyftematic knowledge of the mate-
ria medica, or practice of medicine, than of ana*omv,
which is of no other ufe to a phyfician than as it
contributes its fhare towards explaining whar difeafes
are ¢ The others furnifh him with the means and
manner of performing the cure, and require, at leaft,
as much labour and eaplananon as anatomy itfelf
""demands.

Tuz worthy and learned Doétor Lewis is of opi-
nion, “ that the medicinal hiftory, or the knowledge
of the powers and effeéts of medicine in the human
body, though apparently a moft efiential branch of
the healing art, has been far more incurioufly culti-
vated, and ftill perhaps continues lefs cleared from
the errors of former ages than any other {cience.”
Another writer on the fame fubjet fays, “ it is an
1dlc fuppoﬁuon to fet out upon, that there are the

works
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_worlss of good chymifts and good naturalifts extant,
_and that from thofe a fuffieient fyftem of informarion
-on this important head may be compiled. To com-
_-pile with judgement requires as much knowledge of
_the fubject as to write well upon it. No man is qua-
lified to execute this to advantage, who is not able to
hove wricten what he borrows. Even the beft and
~ moft authentic books on thefe fubje&ts have their er-
~ rors, mofl of therh too many 3 and while he who is
himf:lf deficient in the knowledge of the fubje@, can-
not but be liable to take in thefe with the reft, it is
. evident what fort of dependance ought to be placed
_on his collettions,”

WaaTEvER anatomical fkill 2 man may boaft, yet
if he is ignorant-of the virtues of Medicines; or. of-
their chancres from differently compounding them
together, or knows not what are the true indications
in the cure, or relief of difeafes, he may value him-
felf for expertnefs in diffection, - but evtry {fenfible
man will hold him cheap as a phyfician,

Nozopy, who is ankious to be fkillful in the divine
art of healing, will be a niggard of the neceffary trou-
ble and expence of rendering himfelf intelligent in
every thing his profeflion requires he thould know.
Whoever is fparing of thefe has no caufe of complaint,
" if he is rewarded only according to his merit, unlefs
: he
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h?, would inverf feripture and the laws of reafon, and |

cafting his eves on thofe who have fowed pl’én\tffully
in knowledge and rcaped but little pecuniary’ ad-
vantage from thence, think, from fowing fpar-
ingly, he has a better title to expect that his'igno=
rance fhould be rewarded with a bountiful harvell, -
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_,'%%’4' HE cultivation of Science, and the
5, progrefs of arts have juftly merited the
regard of every age and country. /I
v, efteem myfelf happy, thefefore, that
e pe %% 1 have an opportunity of delivering
- my lentiments before o candid and learned an audi-
ence, upen a fubjet which refpects the advance-
ment of the moft vfeful knowledge, and the grow-
ing credit of this inftitution 3----a fubject as import-
ant as can well be imagined to employ our ferious
deliberation, or animatc. our warmeft purfuit.
B Waar
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Waar I am to propofe is a fcheme for tranfplant-
ing Medical Science into this feminary, and for the
improvement of every branch of the healing art.

It muft be confefied that in a knowledge of the
fupteme Being, and of the duties which we owe to
him, confifts the f#blime of true philofophy.

Tuis is the mofl interefting purfuit of rational
creatures, as it regards the foul and conftitutes the

bigheft happinefs.

A xnowrEpct of the duties which we owe to fo-
cicty, refulting from the relation in which we ftand
to one another, is an objec of the nextimportance.
After this, whatever relates to the welfare of the bo-
dy deferves our moft immediate concern.----Life,
when burdened with difeafe, 1s but a complicaticn
of woes. Health is that choice feafoning which
gives a relifh to all cur enjoyments.  As the end of
medical fcienee is to reftore and preferve health, the
welfare of every individual, of whatever age or fex,
is concerned in the improvement of it amongft them,

M:p1cINE is a fcience as important in its cbject,
as it is difficult in the acquifition. Itis very exten-
five in its refearches, and prefuppofes the knowledge
of many: other fciences. The cultivation of it re.

quircs
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quires no fimall abilities, and demands of thofe whe
engage in the arduous purfuit an enlarged and be-
nevolent mind.  But notwitftanding thefedifficulties,
this fcience mutt flill be productive of very great ad-
vantages and honour to a feminary of learning, to a
city and to a country; where the wifdom of well con-
certed laws, and the encouragement given to the pro-
moters of it, are fufficient to procure it an effectual
eftabifhment.

A TuirsT of knowledge and a fpirit of inquiry are
natural to man. It merits our endeavours to dire&
thefe to worthy objects. = Whilft we are anxious to
inform ourfelves what were the cuftoms of former
ages, by what boundaries diftant kingdoms are li-
mited, what were the rites and cercmonies of bar-
barous nations, or what flowers bloom in the remote
- Indies; --—fhall we have no defire of ftudying what
more immediately relates to ourfelves? fhall we neg-
le@t to examine into the divinely curious and ama-
zing ftructure of our own bodies? are we not con-
cerned inapplying our purfuits, tofind out the nature
of thofe mulciplied calamities 2o which the human
frame 'is unavoidably expefed, and the means of
removing or aflwaging thofe calamities 2

To hint at the means whereby we may accomplifh
the inftitution of medical fchools in this city, and to

B2 point
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point out fome of the moft confiderable advantages
it muft be artended with, is the tafk in which I am
here to engage. Upon a fubje fo new in this place,
and fo pregnant with the moft intereiting confequen-
ces, I flatter myfclf you will hear candidly whatl have
to impart; and let the goodnefs of my intention
apologize for any inaccuracies.in the execution.

I= may be proper, in the firft place, to give a gene-
ral view of the boundaries of medicine, and the dif-
ferent provinces of this extenfive icience; to fhow
its prefent condition in America; the difficulties
which accompany its ftudy, and the impraéticability
of making any great progrefs therein, tillit is put on
a better footing. Thefe being explained, the means

of effecting that end, and the benefits arifing from

thence will be more eafily apprehended.

Accorping to the learned Gaubius, *¢ Adedicine
“ is the guardian of life and bealth, ogainft deaih
“ and ‘difeafe.”* " To be more particular. The
Art of healing confifts in a thorough knowledge of
the human’ ceconomy; - what conftitutes health 4
what are the difeafes, as well internal as external,
to which the body i3 expofed; their fear, caufes,
and fymptoms; and the means of 2pplying with {kill,
judgment, and addrefs, #he various remedies adapt-
ed to cure or mitigate them.

-~
’

i _ From
*_Gaub. Iaftitut. patholog. Medic.
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Frowm this view of medicine, we readily pcrc1eve
its great extent; we learn the principles on which is

founded the divifion of it, Into the Study of Phyfic,
more: properly {peaking, and into Surgery.

Tuz former is converfant about the cure of in-
ward difeafes, and fuch complaints as' require ‘the
ule of medicines. The latcer principally regards
external diforders, and thofe inward maladies which
need the manual affiftance of a dexterous operator to
relieve them. We likewife underfland the reafon of
fo many diftinct branches of medical ftudy; the pre-
vious knowledge of which, both in the Phyfician
and Surgeon, are requifite in order to qualify them
for fuceefsful prattice.

Tue neceflity of difcriminating between phyfic
and furgery will more manifc{’rly appear ‘when we
confider, that they are diftinét in their nature, and
that either of theints an art, fufficient of itfelf to en-
gage the induftry of one man to cultivate.

Tac various branches of knowledge which com-
pofe the fcience of medicine, are Anatomy, Materia
Medica, Botany, Chymiitry, the Theory of medi-
cine, and the praétice.

Trzse will be fully known by defining them fe-
parately ; by thowingwhat weight they bear in the
ballance
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ballance of healing arts; their relation to each other ;
and how far the knowledge of them refpectively con-
tributes towards the cure of difeafes.

ANATOMY, taken in a general fenfe, confifts in know-
sng the firuiure of the animal body; confidered in parti-
cular, it implies a knowledge of the frame and organization
of the buman body. 1t teaches of what kind of {ub-
ftance all the parts are compofed ; 1t fhews their fi-
gure, texture, firmnefs, connection, and relation to
each other. From this fource we derive our firft
knowledge of the feat of difeafes ; of the proper orim-
proper arangement of parts; of the danger or fafety
of anoperation; andlearn the beft manner of pertorm-
ing it with dexterity and fuccefs ; In fludying the
art of healing we commonly begin with Anatomy,
and very juftly; for, unacquainted with this, it is
impofiible to learn the funétions of the body in a
healthy ftate, to know of what kind its difeafes are,
or how to remedy them.

IT is Anatomy that guides thedoubtful ftep of the
young votary of medicine through an obfcure laby-
rinth, where a variety of minute objects prefent
themfelves in fuch a group as, at firft, to perplex
his imagination. It is Anatomy which unravels the
firft difficulties in his purfuit; it lays open to his
view the diverfity of parts, their combination, dif-

pofition,
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pofition, fubordination, and movements. Thefe,
however intricate they' may appear, all concur to
eftablith the moft perfet harmony in the human
frame, which the attentive inquirer finds from Ana-
tomy, to be created with the moft geometrical ex-
aétnefs, according to laws prefcribed by unerring
wifdom.

In fhort, Anatomy is to be efteemed one of the -
principal pillars, on which we are to raife the fuper-
ftruéture ot medical {cience, as well phyfic as fur-’
gery. Thofe who would engage in either cannot
apply themfelves too early, or.with too much atten-
tion, in order to become fkillful anatomifts.

Cax any one pretend to ftile himfelf a Surgeon, or
to perform any operation with fafety, if he knows
not the ftructure of the part he is to operate upon ?
If he is ignorant of the mufcles which give it mo-
tion, or of the nerves which give it fenfation, by cut-
ting through the tendon of a mufcle, or by dividing
fome principalnerve, he may forever deprive thg pati-
ent of life, or movement inthe part. If heknows not
the courfe and diftribution of its veflels, he may
wound fome confiderable artery, and from the lofs of
blood may occafion dangerous accidents. Perhaps
{peedy death will be the confequence of his rafh-

nefs,
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Wita .what propriety can any one arrogatc to
himfelf the title of Phyfic:an, if heis ignorant of Ana-
tomy? how fhall he be able to difeaver the feat of a
difeafe, or what chance has he of being in'a condi-

oy,

tion to remedy it Nor is a fuperficial acquaintance
with Anatomy fufficient for-either Phyfician or Sur-
geon. The latter, (that he may not mittake what is

natural for a difeafe, andin attempting to relieve an

imaginary evil; bring on a a real one ; ) ought to know
the {malleft hollow or protuberance of a bone 3 which
ferve in many inftances to dire¢t bim, how far he
tay operate with fafety, as the fituation of the nerves
and blood vefiels are often to be referred to them.
It1s requifite for a phyfician to fearch out every the
leaft particular in the ftruture of all the internal
parts, that he may be in a condition to diftinguith
the nature of the diforder with which it is affeéted.
As a fkillful Pilot informs himfelf of the leaft bank
of fand or thoal where he is to avoid navigating his
fhip ; fo every follower of medical purfuits thould be
intelligent in the minutiz of Anatomy, if he withes

to prgtice with eafe to himfelf, and to the benefit
of his patient. .

Tue Moteria Medica and Botuny may very preperly
be termed the natyral biftory of medicine, as from thefe
branches of {cience we derive our knowledge of that
part of natural hiftory, which more immediately

relates
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relates to the health giving arts. How worthy
of a Phyfician, a Philofopher or a Gentleman,
is the knowledge of the different produétions of na-
ture taken in its full extent ? I cannot too earneftly
recommend this ftudy to young men, to qualiy
them for every ufeful profeffion that is converfant
about natural objets, and efpecially for the ftudy
of medicine, But it behoves me to fpeak more parti-
cularly of medical natural hiftory, if I may be allowed

to adopt that term in the fenfe I have already ufed
it ; and firft of Materia Medica.

MATERIA MEDICA treats of the natural biftory,

fron
andmedical virtues, of all thofe bodics which are employed
in dics, or in medicine. It confiders the ‘changes they
undergo when applied to the human body, either
internally or externally; and the effefts they pro-

duce on the fyftem.

It is beyond contradiction an object of great im-
portance, to both Phyfician and Surgeon, to be well
acquainted with the Materia Medica, as it belongs
to this to confider the nature of aliments, the chmcc
of medicines, and a knowledge of their action in the
veflels, and how they preferve or reftore health,

Puvsiorocy, Pathology, Chymiftry, the Materi
Medica, and indeed the feveral branches of med:
cine lend a mutual aid to one another, in a greate
or lefs degree, /

C BOTANY
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BOTANY is a knowlege of the watural biffory of
vegelables. It may therefore be confidered as part
of the Materia Medica, as far at leafty as it is con-
nected with the knowledge of medicine.

By the Science of Botany welearn to methodize the
vegetable part of the creation, and to range ve-
getables in different claffes, fubdividing themintoa
variety of orders, genera, and fpecies.’ Such afyfte-
matic, or botanic arrangement, as it is called, has
taught us this general obfervation, that all plants of'
the fame natural order have in a degree fome com-
mon virtue. Botany thus leflens the difficulties we
muft otherwife have been at in difcovering their me-
dical virtues. I need not therefore dwell on the im-
portance of this ftudy toa Phyfician anda Philofopher.

CHYMISTRY is either Philofophic, or Pharma-
ceutic. The former confiders the particular pro-
perties of bodies, and explains their effects. It is
diftinguifhed from natural philofophy, as this latter
jsonly converfant about the general propertics of
bodies.

PHARMACEUTIC CEHYMISTRY, isthat
lranch of philofopbic Chymiftry, which regards the
particular propertics of fuch bodies as are appropri-
ated to medicine. Tt confiders their virtues in a fimpie
ftate, or thofe which they acquire by combination,

and
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and in this has a clofe conneion with the Materia
Medica.

Tuere are indeed but few fubftances which are
ufed as Medicines, fimply and fingly, in their natu-
ral ftate ; but they are commonly compounded by art.
As it belongs to Pharmaceutic Chymiftry to treat of
the feparation of the parts of medicinal fubftancesfrom
one another, and of the new properties arifing from
the compofition or refoluticn of thofe bodies, it is
‘manifeft that this {cience is of effential ufe. What-
ever {kill we may boaft in inveftigating the nature
of a difeafe, or in undérf’tanding the ftruture of the
body, yet without a knowledge of the inftruments
which are to be ufed, and of their properties and ac-
tion upon the body, whereby they produce a change
from ficknefs to health, other knowledge avails litile
in the cure of difeafes. : '

THE THEORY of PHYSIC, more commonly
termed Medical Inftitutions, comprehends under it,
the important doctrines of Phyfiology and Pathology.

PHYSIOLOGY teaches the ufes of thé feveral
parts in the human body, it treats of all the functi-
ons, vital, animal, and natural; in a found ftate. The
illuftrious Haller very properly denominates it anima-
ted Anatomy.

C 2 Ir
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It is the application of natural philofophy to Ans-
tomy, and may very well be defined A philofophic
knowledge of the buman body, or a [cience of all the
conditions arifing from the firuéture of its parts. It has
a foundation both in Anatomy and Philofophy.--.-
Anatomy, in a more limited view, confiders the
ftructure of the dead body only; but Phyfiology
teaches the funétions of the living body. The dif-
tintion will be more eafily apprehended from obferv-
ing, that a perfon may be a good pra&ical Anato-
~mift, and yet be ignorant of Phyfiology; butitis .
impoffible to be a good Phyfiologift, without be-
ing an able Anatomift.

Tue great ftock of literature, as well as genius,
which is requifite to become an adept in this fcience,
and the important nature of the fubjet it treats of,
point out its dignity and excellency.

As every difeafe we labour undér is a diforder of
the vital, animal, or natural funétions;-a thorough
acquaintance with thefe in their found ftate is implied
before we can pretend to underftand their morbid
affetions, or how to remedy them.

PruysioLocy gives us the cleareft light in the cure
of difeafes, which is the grand object of all ourinqui-
ries in medicine, The ftudy of it is moft entertain-
ing, and engages our clofeft attention from the
many curious fubjects with which it abounds.

PATHAOLOGY
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PATHOLOGY treats of the vital, animal, and nakas
ral funétions in a morbid fate, as Phyfiology does in a
Jound bealthful condition. It traces out the feat of dif=
eafes, examines their caufes and effefts, thews their
differences, explains their {ymptoms, and all the dif-
ferent pheenomena, which refult from various affec-
tions of the fyftem, it prognofticates the event, and
indicates the general method of treatment. In fhort,
it forms a fyftem of precepts in the art of healing.
It is the immediate guide to pratice, and a very
capital part of medical knowledge.

Tue {malleft refle&ion is fufficient to difcover
the intimate copne&tion of Phyfiolgy and Pathology,
and the fubferviency of the former to the latter.

LeT no man lay claim to the dignified title of
Phyfician, who is not thoroughly converfantin
the medical inftitutions. Without this know-
ledge, we have no better right to take upon us the
cure of difeafes, than a blind man to judge of co-
lours, or a deaf man of founds.

THE PRAXIS, or PRACTICE . OF MEDI-
CINE, is immediately comverfant about difeafes them-
felves, and treats in the mofi particular manner of their
nature, [pecific difference, their canfes and fymptm'm, and
efpecially the method of curing them, or alleviating the

vverity of them when incurable. P
it THis



[ 149

Tris part therefore, as it teaches us the univer-
fal application of the precepts derived from a juft
" reafoning and accurate obfervations made upon
difeafes, is unqueflionably to be accounted the fis
pithing part of Medicine. !

As the end of our purfuits is more noble than
the means, the importance and dignity of pralice
are therefore evident; and in as far as the knowledge
of the other branches are not confidered in fubfer-
viency to this, they are merely fpeculative; though
they muft be allowed to afford a{peculaticn of a very
fublime nature.

MzpicaL Science is one whole, of which all the
branches I have enumerated are the feveral parts.
They may be confidered as the Jinks of a chain that
have a mutual conne&ion with cne another. Ana-
tomy, Materia Medica, Botany, Chymiftry, and
the Inftitutions, are only the ladder by which we are
to mount up to practice. = A general knowledge, at
leaft, in each one of them, is ufeful to both Phyfici-
an and Surgeon; particularly to the former, who
in proportion as he is more intimately acquainted
with them all, will become more {killful in the heal-
ing fcience,, For, although he confines himfelf to
his proper province of prelcribing for difeafes, yet
ought he to underftand the principles of the entire
arty and more efpecially he ought to be very con-

v verfant
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- werfant in pra&ice. Seeinc_j; the life and health of
mankind is the objet of medicine, ignorance of the
practice is a grand defetin a Phyfician, and an un-
pardonable crime, as attended with irreparable in-
juries.

THEe great extent of medical {cience, which com-
prehends under it fo many different branches, makes
it impoffible to learn it thoroughly without we fol-
low a certain order. Whilft we negle this, all
our ideas are but crude conceptions, a rope of fand,
without any firm connection. Should the ftudent,
as chance or whim might direct, fometimes apply
himfelf to one branch, fometimes to anotlier; or read
indifcriminately ‘even the beft authors on the diffe-
rent parts of Medicine ; for want of method, all his
knowledge would be fuperficial ; though he might
take as much pains as would fuffice to make him
eminently fkillful, had he from the beginning pur-
fued a well concerted plan. What progrefs could we
make in Mathematics, if we did not proceed {tep by
ftep, and in a certain order ?

Tue knowledge of the more intricate and hidden:
truths of {cience are to be developed by degrees,
We can only arrive at them by the affiftance of other
more obvious truths, which they are connected
with, and which lead us to them by a certain chain

of falts, obfervations, and juft deductions in a train
: ' of
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of ftri&t reafoning. Medical truths rife out of one
‘another, in fome meafure, like the propofitions of
Euclid. If we did notunderftand the demontftration of
the firft, we fhould not be able to percieve the proof
of the more intricate ones that follow, which can only
be explained by means of them, as a certainty of
the latter depends upon the evidence of the former.
What would require years of ftudy to gain a fuper-
ficial acquaintance with, if we followed no juft plan,
may be attained within as few months, by purfue
ing a regular fyftem; fo much does method con-
tribute to facilitate our progrefs.

Tue order which I would recommend in the ftudy
of Medicine is to begin with Anatomy ; then what I
have called medical natural Hiftory, viz. The
Materia Medica and Botany ; Chymiftry fhould
follow; the Inftitutes come next; and the Study
. of Pradice fhould compleat the work.,

Tuus I have fketched out a general plan of ftu-
dying Medicine, whichit will be of the higheft-
confequence for fludents to obferve. It belongs to
the teachers of the feveral branches, to give more
minute directions with regard to the particular con-
duét of each refpetive one, It will not be impro-
per however to obferve here, that young men ought
to come well prepared for the ftudy of Medicine,
by having their minds enriched with all the aids

' they
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they can receive from . the languages, and the
liberal arts. Latin and Greek are very neceflary to
be known by a Phyfician. The latter contains the
rich original treafures of ancient medical {cience,
and of the firft parents of the healing arts. The
former contains all the wealth of more modern lite-
rature. It is the vehicle of knowledge in which the
learned men of every nation in Europe choofe to
convey their fentiments, and communicate their
difcoveries to the world.  As, it is the beft known of
the dead languages, it is chofen as the moft proper
one, by the various nations of Europe, for a medium
of intercourfe amongft the learned, that is equally
attainable - by every one of them Hence it be-
comes indifpenfably neceffary for a Phyfician, who
is to derive his knowledge from fo many different
fources, to be well acquainted with Latin.

Tue French language has prevailed-much in, Eu-
rope. The advautages which we may reap from the
writings of many eminent men, and of fany learncd
{ocieties, which are publifhed in French, make the
knowledge of this language very valuable alfo to a
Phyfician.

A~ acquaintance with Mathematics and natural
Philofophy ~we cannot difpenfe with, fince we
can go but {mall lengths in natural or medical
inquiries without their affiftance. Happy are we to

D <have
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have all thefe taught in fuch perfection in this place,
Deftitute of that general knowledge which unveils
to us the operations of nature, we cannot penetrate
into thofe truths, that form ‘the rules by which we
ought to conduét ourfelves, in the cure of difeafes.

THERE is no art yet known which may not con-
tribute fomewhat to the improvement of Medicine;
nor is there any one which requires more affiftance
than that of Phyfic from every other fcience. Let
young men therefore, who would engage in the pur-
fuit of Medicine or Surgery, make ufe of all their
induftry, to poflefs themfelves in good time of thefe
acquifitions, They are neceffary to facilitate a_pro-
grefs in the healing arts ; they embellifh the under-
ftanding, and give many peculiar advantages, unat-
tainable without them,

So much being faid of the nature of medical know-
ledge, we arg the better prepared to form a judg-
nent.on the fubject propofed. Let us now take a
general view of the ftate of Phyfic as hitherto prac-
tifed in America.

Anp here we may congratulate ourfelves, that in
this, and fome of the large neighbouring towns,
we have a' number of {killful phyficians and expert
furgeons, qualified by genius, education, and expe-
rience, to take charge of the health of their fellow

: creatures,
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creatures.  Under thefe it is the cuftom of medical
ftudents to enter as apprent'zces, in order to learn
their- prattice, and get an acquaintance with their
profeflion. This it muft be allowed is a great ad-
vantage; but if we add to it, a cafual converfation
fometimes with the moft able mafters whom they
can have accefs to confult, an intercourfe with one
another, and a reciprocal communication of fenti-
ment and obfervation, together with reading what
authors they can procure on the various fubjeéLs of
which this {cience treats; thefe make the fum total of
the beft medical education in America. How lame
and infufficient it is muft appear to all who have the
leaft intelligence in thefe matters; but will be feen
more evidently, I imagine, as we examine it more
nearly.

Ir, asI before obferved, it is neceffary that a plan
be marked out for directing Students, and that they
thould - be taught aregular courfe of every diftinct
branch of Medxcme ; the infant flate of the co-
lonies, and the want of profefled teachers, have hi-
therto cloged medical purfuits in America with in-
numerable obftacles.

Never yet has there offered a coalition of able
men, who would undertake to give compleat and re-
gular courfes of Lectures on the different branches
of Medicine; and fuch an extenfive field it 1s, as re-
qures the united efforts of feveral co-operating to-

D2 gether,
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gether, to cultivate it with fuccels, As well might
a parent take upon himfelt the private tuition of his
fon, and to make him mafter of all the . different lan-
guages, arcs, and {ciences, which are generally deem-
ed requifite, previous to his entering upon the high-
er fludies of Law, Phyfic and Divinity ; as that a
* Phyfician, engaged in an extenfive practice, thould
undertake to deliver to his apprentices, in a regu-
lar manner, the precepts of hisart in all its branches.
This is as impratticable asit is unreafonable to ex-
pet. In fpite-of himfelf and his inclination to qualify
young men in the profeflion, they muft of necef-
fity be left, for the moft part, more to their own
ingenuity, and precarlous application, than a good
man could with. Thefe are difficulties’ which he
would rejoice to have removed ; -but ' they are evils
which have hitherto been without a remedy. The
fatigue, the greatnefs of expence, and the want of
leifure time, which phyficians involved in bufinefs
cannot command, are bars, which thofe moft willing
to perfect ftudents cannot get over.

Younc men, who are limited to the prefcntl op-
portunites of improvement in America, cannot en-
ter upon the ftage of a&ion, but with unfavourable
profpects, and they muft unavoidably be in continual
perplexitics.  For feldom can we hope to fee' thele
who from too great forwardnefs, or too narrow cir-
cumftances, engage untimely in the practice of their
profeffion, ever become more than “fervile imitators

of
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of others. They blindly purfue an uncertain tra&,
in which they muft conftantly wander, fince itis fo
often obfcured,s and infufficient to conduét them
any great length. )

A contracted view of Medicine naturally confines
a man toa very narrow circle, and limits him to a
few partial indications in the cure of difeafes. He
foon gets through his little ftock of knowledge’; he
repeats over and over his round of prefcriptions, the
fame almoft inevery cafe ; and, although heis conti-
nually embarraffed, has the vanity to believe that,
from the tew maxims which he has adopted, he has
within himfelf all the principles of medical know-
ledge, and that he has exhaufted all the refources of
art. This is a notion fubverfive of all improvement.
It flatters the imagination of the indolent, as it dif-
penfes with thofe toilfome labours whichare neceffary .
to the produion of truth; andchains him down to a
dangerous rotine of practice,unworthy the nameofart.-

Tue induftry of many centuries have already
been.employed to bring Phyfic to that degree of
perfection at which it is now arrived. It will ftill
require a long time to remove the obfcurities which
yet veil many parts of it. The application of many,
amongft the greateft of men, has hitherto been in-
infufficient to clear up zll our doubts in medicine.
How then can it be fuppofed that any one, untutor-
ed in this art, ean by hisown hatural abilities ever

reach’
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reach the bounds of whatis already known in it 2.
The ‘great multiplicity of difeafes, which befet
the human race, prefent us with a field too vaft
and unknown for individuals to cultivate by them-
felves. Their caufes are frequently fo latent, and
the ufual refources of art o often fail the moft {kill-
ful, as to compel them to feek out new paths in
which they may procced.

For a man of the moft finithed genius to'enter:
upon practice, having only that ftock of knowledge
with which his own obfervation and experience could
fupply him, unenlightened by thofe difcoveries
which others have made, would be an aét of
prefumption. Had this been. fufficient to conduét
us to the fummit of our art, it would have beenin a
ftate of perfeftion many ages ago. :

“OzservaTioNn and phyfical experiments’ thould
lend their light to diffipate obfcurity from medicine.
‘This is the more needtful, as nature commonly offers !
herfelf to-our notice under a cloud, and requires' that
we fhould follow her f{teps with ferupulous atten-
tion, watch all her motions, and trace her through
every meander fhe makes, in order to difcern clearly
the tra& the Leeps in. * ¢ Ina courfe of obfervation,
¢ the mind is but a mere fpetator, and only fees
¢ external appearances. We muft aid thefe with the
“ light of Philofophy to unveil knowledge tully.” We
“ muflt dive into the bottom of things by repeated
and '

/
* Vid, Preface to'the memoairs of the royal Academy of Suree-
. Yy } S
ry at FParis. N
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¢ and different experiments, and, as is were, force
¢ ‘nature to yield herfelf up to our inquiries.”

To accomplith this demands the brighteft talents,
a liberal education and great experience.  'We can-
not fuppofe then that a Studentof ordinary parts
can, by any means of himfelf, acquire fufficient fkill
in medicine to take charge properly of the lives of
mankind.

Tae almoft infinite number of obje&s, to which
he ought to be no ftranger, pafs before him fo very
flowly, that the longeft life would offer to his con-
templation but a very inconfiderable fhare of thofe,
with which he may be made acquainted, in the fe-
veral branches of his profeflion, by the inftruétion
of able mafters, Shall a novice then hope, merely
by his own abilities, to raife a fuperftructure .com-
parable to that already built up to his hands,. which'
has exhaufted the ingenuity and invention, -and em-
ployed the induftry of fome thoufand years 2 Where
will the moft extenfive practice be fufficient; and
how comparitively little will the moft enlarged fa-
culties contribute, to furnith him witha ten thou-
fandth part of the materials?

SaouLp we for a moment turn our eyes upon the
man, who dares to enter upon the practice of Phyﬁc,‘
without being properly initiatedin_the {cience; or
inftruted in the important duties of the profefiion,
he would foon prefent us with a melancholy profpe¢t:
If not paft all feelings of humanity, what compun&i- "
ons of confcience, what remorfe would not fill his

q -
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breaft from pra&ifing at random and in the dark;
not knowing whether his prefcription might prove a
wholefome remedy, or a deftructive poifon. To
difcover the nature of an uncommon difeafe, or
to account for an unufual fymptom, puzzles his in-
venticn, --- Ignorant of every true principle, from
which, by a juft reafoning, he might be able to de-
duce practical interrences, he knows not what prog-
noftic ‘to make, or what plan of treatment to ob-
ferve.-----Unlteady andirrefolute, he attempts a va-
riety of means; fuch as either avail not, or fuch as,
heighten the danger of the difeafe, already too vio-
- lent.----He may thus interrupt the falutary attempts
of nature, or, not knowing how to fecond them,
tamper with the life of his patient, and idly waiting
to fee what nature herfelf is capable of doing, negleét

to fuccour her, till it is too late, and the fatal hand of

death is juftclofing the gloomy fcene.-----Wretchedis
the cafe cf thofe whom chance, or mifinformed judg-
ment, thall throw into Lis hands, to fall victims ot his
temerity.----Great is the havock which his ignorance
fpreads on every fide, robbing the affectionate huf-
band of his darling {poufe, or rendering the ten-
der wife a helplefs widow ;----increafing the number
of orphans ;----- mercilefsly depriving them of their
parent’s fupport ;----bereaving the afflited parents of

their only comfort and hope, by the untimely death
of their beloved infants, and laying whole families
defolate. Remorfelefs foe to mankind! aétuated by
more than favage cruelty ! hold, hold thy extermi-
nating hand---- Glad
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. Grap fhould I be to moderate this too exa&t de-
feription of the effeds of ignorant and prefumptuous
practice ; but.\‘zvhatjudgmex{t can we pafs on thofe,
who have been {carcely inftructed in the firft elements
of medical {cience, and yet force themfelvesinto prac-
tice, as if they meant to fport themfelves with hu-
man life, and human calamities?

‘A VERY judicious perfon 1 has remarked, that
Medicine is the fcience concerning which people
in common take upon them to reafon moft, without
having the leaft notion.------ Who, that has not
made Mathematics his ftudy, will prefume to argue
upon any of the difficult calculations of Algebra?
But when medical {fubjeéts are the topic, doubtlefs
weare mafters of them without ftudy. It muft be con-
fefled indeed, if we know much about medicine
without béing educated in it, that our ideas of it are
truly innate.

AzstracT truth is at all times but a fimple un-
divided obje&, yet has ten thoufand counterfeits
to impofe upon the unwary. No wonder that the
impatient ardor of youth, who cannot brook delay,
or always take the neceffary time to’ diftinguith
truth from falfehood, afpiring to reach the top of
{cience by a rapid flight, hurries them on in a too
unguardcd manner, when left to themf{elves, and thus

E precipitates

1 Mon{. Siie, profeflor of Anatomy.
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precipitates them igto the groffeft errors. In me-
dicine, as in other ?cienccs, if they do not fet out 6n
found principles, they pafs on from error to error
and multiply miftakes, unable to diveft themfelves
of their firft prejudices, which, being confirmed by
habit, become a fecond nature.

Eafy it is to fall into errors, hard to recover our-
felves from them.
Facilis defcenfus Averni :
Jed revoccre gradum, boc opus, bic labor eff.

WiTH greater eafe we may fow juft principles in the
beginning, than clear away the rank weeds of popular
prejudices, after having had time to take deep root,
and fix themfelves firmly in the minds of ftudents.

Ler us now turn our views to the growing ftate
of this and the neighbouring colonies ; let us refleét
on the great number of inhabitants f{cattered through
fuch an extenfive tract of country, who are defti-
tate of all the aids of medical fcience. l.et us con-
fider further, thatin many large towns and villages,
there are a number of perions entruftcd with the
praétice of medicine and furgery, who, being de-
flitute of all means of acquiring the true principles
of their profeflion, remain in a pitiful ftate of"igno-
rance in it, without any profpect or opportunity of
correcting their errors, or greatly improving their

knowledge.
+ Virgil: Zn. vi
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knowledge. We cannot then remain untouchcd with
fentiments of compaffion ; we cannot avoid feeling

part of their diftrefs, or forbear to wifk that a remedy
were found for fo great a misfortune.

Nor is this fo defirable an objeét quite beyond our
reach. The inftitution of fchools for teaching
the feveral branches of the healing arts muft
have a very great tendency to effect our withes. To
the full accomplifhment of thefe nothing can contri-
bute more powerfully, than the relolution the
truftees of this feminary have taken, to counte-
nance this fcheme which I have had the honour of
propofing ; and their encouragement of fuch perfons’
as, upon duc information, they fhall find qualified to
take upon them the important offices of profeffors,
in the various branches of Medicine,

|

ArtHOUGH We may not be in a condition to enter
upon every part of this great undertaking immedi-
ately, yet we may lay a foundation, which cannot
fail of being built upon fhortly by thofe who follow
us. Time will perfe&t what is properly begun.
What indeed is all {cience, but the accumulated ob-
fervations and difcoveries of a fucceflion of many
people, framed into a fyftem ? When this is
once accomplifhed, every individual may then
avail himfelf of the labours of others, and

) R th:s



{88

thus arrive, in a compendious manner, at acompetent
knowledge of any art. ‘This is happy for us, fee-
ing life is fhort, and the human mind neceflarily oc-
cupied with a great number of purfuirs, very dif-

_ferent from our pasticular profeffions, which would
not allow us otherwife to go any great lengths.

From the union of ingenious men the arts
find refources, never to be met with in the la-
bours of individuals, with whom the moft ufeful
truths are frequently buried ; whilft focieties form a
kind of magazine, which colleéts together all the
knowledge of the learned, and confecrates it to pub-
lic utility. It eftablithes a commerce for the com-
munity, which neverperifhes, but from age to age
is a fruitful fource of new acquifitions. + What ra-
pid progrefs have we not fometimes feen 1in {cience -
from a confpiration of counfel and induftry ? Thus
inftitutions, which have appeared inconfiderable at
firft, improve faft, and make hafty ftrides towards
importance and grandure. This very Seminary, of
late only a collection of private fchools, although of
fo thort a ftanding, has increafed its reputation and
ufefulnefs, fo far as to attraét the notice of our mo-
- ther country; and already begins to flourifh, beyond

what could reafonably be expeéted in fo fhort a time.

Or what confequéence the united efforts of men
learned in their profeffion are, the medical colleges
; ' of

+ Preface to memoirs of Royal Acad. of Surgery.
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of Edinburgh afford a remarkable inftance. With-
in the fpace of little more than forty years, the pre-
fent profeflorfhips in Medicine were firft formed. A
féw gentlemen from Scotland, then profecuting
their medical ftudies at Leyden, concerted a plan,
and undertook, themfelves, the important charge of
infticuting fchools for teaching the various branches
of Medicine. They met with countenance and fup-
port from the patrons of the univerfity, and by the
great abilities, afliduity, and experience of thofe
gentlemen, and fome few of their fuccefors, the re-
putation of that place is raifed to fuch a height,
that, to their immortal honour, it alréady rivals,
if not furpaffes that of every ether fchool of Phyfic
in Europe. The names of Drummond, Dick,
Clerk, Rutherford, Sinclair, Alfton, Plummer,
Monroe, Whytt, Cullen, Hope, Black, and fome

others, are now known wherever the knowledge of
Phyfic is cultivated; and they are revered at home
as parents and guardians of the healing arts. There
is a great refort of medical ftudents at the univerfity
of Edinburgh, as well from Great-Britain, Ireland,
and the Welt-Indies, as from the Continents of Eu-
rope and America. Thefe bring to the gnivcrﬁty-
and city confiderable advantages, and,. in return, car-
ry the fame of their learning and thClI‘. profeffors to
every quarter of the globe. Were it neceffary I

eould eafily enumerate many fimiliar inftances of the
improvement
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improvement of fcience; but thefe, Iimagine, will
fuffice for the prefent.

Way fhould we be deterred from eftablifhing
like inftitutions of Medicine in this {eminary,
efpecially as fo many circumitances confpire to
invite and encourage fo important an undertaking.

I fhall briefly enumerate the moft mtereﬁmg of
them.

Tue city of Philadelphia, adorned with a fet of
eminent practitioners, draws to it a great number
of pupils, from the neighbouring parts, to learn
the arts of Phyfic and Surgery. Wc may reafona-
ably expet, that from the propofed inftitution, the
number of ftudents, who fhall refort hither to par-

take of thefe advantages, will be o'ra”lually aug-
mented.

Besipes men of great abilities and eminence, un-
der whom they may {ee private practice, the hofpital
of this aty is a.great perfuafive to determine a
concourfe of medical ftudents to this place. If
would be doubly ufelul to them, and increafe thelr ’
motive of repairing here, if they could be firft pro-
perly initiated in the principles of their profeffion,
by regular courfes of lectures duly delivered.

Turs
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Tuis noble charity, maintained by the donations
of the benevolent at no fmall expence, fupports a
great number of fick of both fexes. As there are
fix phyficians of the moft unqueftionable fkill, inte-
grity, and charatter, who, moved by the tender
principles of humanity, have taken upon them the
charge of attending the fick gratuitoufly ; pupils here
meet with fuch a number of cafes, both chronic and
acute, treated fo judicioufly, and fo agreeable to the
rules of art, as cannot fail very much to facilitate
the knowledge of their profeflion.

It is a moft favourable circumftance to the un-
dertaking which I have fuggefted, that of thefe
fix phyficians, no lefs than five of them are truftees
of this college. 'We may from hence, I think, fafely
infer, that every thing in their power may be hoped
tor, to fecond the medical inftitutions of thecollege,
by uniting with them the Iadvantages of the hofpital,
and thus rendering the education of youth in the
healing arts as compleat as poffible in this city; to
which nothing can contribute more than a courfe
ot clinical practice and clinical lectures, by phyfici-
ans of knowledge and experience. * ;

THE

* Befides thofe who are apprentices to, or under the immediate tu-
ition of the hofpital phyficians, every fludent of Medicine in town
is admicted to fee their common practice in the hofpital, upon pay-
ing a certain fum annually during his attendance there. It were to
be wifhed that fome of thofe gentlemen, fo fkillful and experienced
in the healing arts, enriched with ufefu} obfervations, which only
time, and an extenfive practice can furnith, would undertake to give

3
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Tae flourithing ftate of literature in this college,
and the perfection in which the languages, mathema-
tics, and polite arts are taught here, are {trong in-
ducements for fuch young men as propofe engaging
in the ftudy of Medicine, to enter the college, * Be-
caufe when medical leCtures are given under the pa-
tronage of the truftees and faculty, at the fame time
that ftudents are profecuting other parts of learning,
they will have greater advantages there than hitherto
they have enjoyed. Thus the motives of repairing
to Philadelphia for the ftudy of Medicine and Surge-
ry will multiply in proportion.

ThHis city, fo large, in fuch a thriving ftate, and
fo extremely beautiful and pleafant in its fituation,
as well as {o nearly central to all the colonies on the
continent, has peculiar advantages in refpet to the
refort of ftudents ; which added to the advantage"of

the

a courfe of clinical lectures, inorder to explain the hofpital practice;
the ftudents paying fuch reafonable fees to thofe clinical teachers as
may be thought adequate to their trouble. Tl;is is a ftep of the
greateft and moft obvious utility to both hofpital and ftudent, con-
{onant to reafon and the ufage of fome of the beft hofpitals in Europe.

From my perfonal acquaintance with many of the managers when
I attended the hofpital fome years ago, I am perfuaded they would
readily encourage this plan. Their known benevolence and ardent
defire of contributing all in their power towards the imfrovement
of medical arts, as well as relief of the fick ; and thus uniting two of
the moft valuable purpofes of fuch a foundation, lead me to think fo.

When two fuch important inftitutions, as a medical collegeand a
well regulated hofpical, contribute mutually to the advantage of each
other, all ranks and conditions of people would no doubt moft chear-
fully unite in fupport of a common intereft, {o beneficial to ufeful li-
terature, and {o advantageous to the province in ggneral.
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the college, hofpital, and the different courfes of
le&ures, could not fail of bringing a concourfe of
ftrangers to this place.

Tue eftablithment of a medical library in this col-
lege would prove another great benefit to {tudents,
and tend likewife to influence their refort hither.
Proper means may poflibly be fuggefted to accom-
plith this, without any great additional charge to the
college. - The pupils that attend lectures, for whofe
advantage itis intended, may, upon being matricu-
lated, afford each of them to contribute annually a
fmall fum. This from a number of pupils, in a fuc-
ceflion of fome years, would be of confiderable fer-
vice towards procuring a medical library. Perhaps the
phyficians of Philadelphia, touched with generous
fentiments of regard for the rifing generation, and the
manifeit advantages accruing to the college thereby,
would fpare fome ufeful books, or centribute fome-
what as a foundation on which we might begin.

Tuae growth of this and the neighbouring colonies
ealls aloud for a medical inftitution. The increafing
number of inhabitants demands an increafe of thofe
who exercife the profeffion of Medicine and Surgery,
and ought to be an argument withall of us, who re-
gard either the prefent or future advantages of the

country, to attend ferioufly to the importance of
the {ubject; :

= ; Tusz



[ 247

‘Tur fcheme of eftablithing medical leGtures, which:
I now fubject with all deférence to your confiderati-
on, has been communicated to fome very competent
and unbiafled judges in England, -who not only
deem it praticable, but a laudable and ufeful enter-
prize. The great and well known Dr. Fothergill, the
juftly celebrated Dr. Hunter, and the learned Dr.
Watfon, men diftinguifhed for their fuperior know.
ledge in literature, and particularly eminent in eve~
ry thing which relates to medical {cience, have
citeemed the improvement of fuch knowledge a-
mongft us worthy of ‘notice, and the inftitution
of lectures in every branch of Medicine as deferving
the patronage of all who with well to arts asd fci-
ences, It would therefore argue great inattention
in"us to negle@ the firft opportunity that offers, of
giving eff ¢t and ftability to the defign. Nor can
we defer the execution of it at this time, without
rifquing the 1ofs of the noble profpe which it af-
fords, ‘not eafily to be retrieved.

It is with the highefl fatisfaction I am informed
from Dr. Shippen, junior, that in an addrefs to the
public as introductory to his firft anatomical courfe,
he propofed fome hints of a plan for giving medi-
cal le¢tures amongft us. But I do not learn that he
recommended at all a collegiate undertaking of
this kind, What led me to it was the obviouy

 utility
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atility that would attend it, and the defire T had
of prefenting, as a tribute of gratitude to my .ali-
ma mater, a full and enlarged plan for the inftitution
of Medicine, in all its branches, in this feminary
‘where I had part of my education, being amongft the
firft fons who fhared in its public honours. I was
further induced to it from a confideration, that pri-
vate {chemes of propagating knowledge are inftable
in their nature, and that th: cultivation of ufeful
fearning can only be effeCtually promoted under
thofe who are patrons of fcience, and under the au-
thority and direttion of men incorporated for the
improvement of literature, '

Suourp the truftees of the college think proper
to found a profeflorfhip in Anatomy, Dr. Shippen
having been concerned already in  teaching that
branch of medical {cience is a circumftance favour-
abie to our withes. Few here can be ignorant of
the great opportunities he has had abroad of qualify-
ing himfelf in Anatomy, aad that he has already gi-
ven three courfes thereof in this city, and defigns to
enter upon a fourth courfe next Wiater.,

‘ I prorose in'a few months to employ myfelf in
giving a courfe of leCtures on the Materia Medica,
in which the pharmaceutic treatment of medicines,
as well as their virtues, will be defcribed, and the

B, doltrines
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dottrines of the chymical properties of bodies will be
confidered, as far asis ufeful to give a general idea
of Chymiﬁry,‘ and as is confiftent with a courfe of
the Materia Medica. Next year I defign to attempt

a courfe of leCtures upon the Inftitutes or Theory of -

Medicine, which will be illuftrated . with practical
obfervations. Poffibly in a few years more, perfons
duly qualified may offer to undertake full and com-
pleat courfes of every branch of medicine; and a
plan may be adopted; conformable to that which is
followed in the, fo juftly celebrated, fchool of phyfic
at Edinburgh.

THe regular diftribution of literary honours upon
the deferving is a ftep, which is negletted in no in-
ftitution that promifes fair to Be extenfively ufeful.
As it is fometimes prejudicial to attempt a {cheme
entirely out of our reach, fo, on the other hand, a too
contracted plan often mars the work altoaether, or
fruftrates the great urility which might be derived
from a more finithed modcl. Let us aim then
to diftinguith worth with adequate rewards, and
confer due honours on real merit, This will,
render the inftitution compleat, and give all poffible
encouragement to pupils.

As you have hitherto been fo careful not to pro-
fticute the honours of this feminary on any occafion

by
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by conferring them on -the undeferving; and have
made degrees in arts not an unmeaning title, butan
honourable badge of diftin&tion, you have given {olid
reputation to thofe who have been educated here.
You have thus conduted them with ecclat to the
ftudy of the learned profeffions, or ufhered them
1ato other ufeful fpheres of life with luftre and ad-
vantage. The fame regard being had to the higher
degrees of literature would increafe thefe good ef-
fets. Ina(hort time, every perfon would be athamed
to think of pra&ifing phyfic, who had not induiiri-
oufly cultivated the beft opportunities of inftruction,
He would otherwife be marked out by every in-
telligent man, as one who had never been properly
initiated in his profeffion, and, confequently, asun-
equal to the tafk which he had prefumptuoully en-
gaged in;

Ir the feveral parts ot the defign, which Ihave
pointed out as practicable to execute, mect Wit
that attention which they feem to merit, 1tis not to
be doubted that, in a fhort time, medicine will put
on the form of a regular fcience, and be fucceistully
cultivated in the College. And fuppoﬁno we are not
able to meet with gentlemen already in circuin-
ftances to engage in every part of the work, we
may however hope that a laudable ambition, fenti-
ments of honour, and the intereft of the public
weal wxll prompt fome of -the rifing ftuderts, a-
mong

- 8
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miong ourfelves, of more than ordinary talents, to
cultivate with the utmoft application the particular’ -
branches of medicine, to which they find their ge-
nius more elpecially point. It is to be hoped thag
they will avail themfelves of every opportunity.
of improvement by going abroad, and on their res
turn, tranfplant hither, to the great emolument of
the community, every different branch of knowledge
relative to their profeffion. Is it not probable that
fuch a plan as this laid before them will open the.
views, {pur on the ambition, and allure the indufs,
try of ftudents, fo that we may hope to {ee, in fome
years, a number of gentlemen, natives of Ameriéa!
qualified to fill the moft difficult and important parts’
of their profeflion, with ufefulnefs and applaufe ¢

. I may perhaps be objetted, that the colonies are:
yst in foinfant a ftate that any attempt to eftablifh;
mecdical fchools is premature. It may be imagined,:
that it will prevent many from going abroad, to ob-:
tain a more compleat education. Let it be conlider-
ed, that every one, whofe circumftances allow of!
this, will have a plan before them, and every incite-
ment to render their educaiion as perfect as pof-
fible. Many who are not ina condition to fupport;
the expence of being educated abroad, by being

inftrucled here in the firft elements of their profets -
fion, and informed what furcher remains to be done, ;
have it in their power to finith their ftudies abroad

afterwards
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afterwards with advantage. ‘This clals perhaps iny
cludes the greateft part of medical ftudents.

- Tae faving of money may be thought more necef«
fary at this juncture, when the check which our coms
merce has received makes it fo fcarce amongft us.

" Somt there are indeed, and nota few, who can.
#iot by any means afford the expence of croffing the
Atlantic, to profecute their ftudies abroad. The
propofed inftitution will therefore prove highly be-
meficial to every clafs of ftudents in Medicine.

Taere is adificulty indeed in the way of the un«
dertaking of great weight, which it were to be withed
could be furmounted ; I mean in cafe all the different-
branches of medicine fhould be blended in the prac-
tice of any. profeflor. This evil would call aloud
for a remedy. The love of humanity prompts every'
ingenious man, engaged in that part of medical pur~
fuits which he likes beft, to profecute it with affidui~’
ty and conftancy. The bounds of life are the only’
Yimits to his induftry. He devotes himfllf entirely”
to a toilfome ftudy, but which ceafes to appear fo tor
him, when the interefts of humanity are the fruits of
his ‘labours. There are men fo intent upon ime
proving favourite fludies, that a labour of very many
years is but a conftant exercife of the eyes and’
hands, by which the fcicnce in general is greatly

b enriched



{49}

eririched, whilft they themfelves remain in 2 fhame-
ful indigence and obfcurity, negleted by thofe .to
whom their labours prove fo beneficial. §

- WaiLst Medicine from the greatnefs of its ob|e€t
the prefervation of the fpecies, is one of the moft
ufetul fubjeéts of knowledge to a ftate, and at the
fame time one of the moft extenfive and difficult;
we muft regret that the very different employment
of a Phyfician, Surgeon, and Apothecary, fhould be
promifcuoufly followed by any one man, however
great his abilities. T hey certaihly require very differ-
ent talents. The infant ftate of a place, is fome-
times uled as an argument, not in fupport, but as:
an apology for fuch meafures. The longer we follow
_“any faulty cuftom, the more difficult we find the tafk
to break through the fhackles of it, even when it
“enflaves us to our greateft detriment,

’

Every mechanic art, and almoft every employ-
ment in life, ferve as inftrutive leflons to the prac-
ticioners of Medicine. The conftru&ion of a watch,
the building of a houfe, nay the making of a piny
are ftriking examples of the truth of this affertion. In
each of them a number of different artifts are employ=
ed, who confining themfielves every one to his own
branch of bufinefs; the whole work is more quickly
finithed, and more highly improved. The length
to which human fkill may arrive, when thus pro«

+ Memoirs of the Royal Academy of Surgery. b perly
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perly direted is amiazing. Why then fhould we:
continue to follow fuch a variety of different occu-
pations as are generally crouded together in the prac-
tice of the healing att ? The mutual intereft of pa-
tient and praétitioner feem to require a different pro-
cedure. The chief argument alledged for it, viz. that
‘1t is lefs expenfive, is altogether fallacious, and, un-
lefs I am much out in my conjetures, it will be
founda very difficult tafk to prove the affertion.
But granting it to be truely fo, yet when life is the
object at ftake, a notion of cheapening health; and a
difparagement of the praitioners fkill, argue a
fordid mind, and will, in the end, always difcover a
moft miftaken plan of ceconomy.

Ir Phyfic, Surgery, ahd Pharmacy were in different
hands, praétitioners would then enjoy much more
latisfaltion in practice. They would commonly be
lefs burdened with an over hurry of bufinefs, and
have an opportunity of ftudying the cafes of the fick
at more leifure. Would not this tend to the more
{peedy relief of difeafes and the perfection of medical
{cience, as every Phyfician would have more time
by ftudy, obfervation, and experience united, to
cultivate that knowledge which is the only foun:
dation of prattice ? ¢ This knowledge, fought out
by Philofophy, drawn from nature and the opera-
tion of Me licines, and founded upon the caufes of
our complaints, upon obfervations of their figns and
upon the laws of the animal ceconomy, form

G the
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the true Theory, without which, there is neither
art nor method in the treatment of difeafes, But
how great is the force of prejudice, that prac-
titioners, who affe¢t a feducing kind of fim-
plicity, fhould look upon thofe perfons with difdain,
who divide their application between ftudy and prac-
tice; they infpire a contempt for Theory, where-
by they impofe on the public who are no judges
of its ufefulnefs. Thus the moft grofs igno-
rance finds, in credulity, a too fure means of decry-
ing that knowledge which can alone direct our fteps
with certainty. Ought we then to endeavour to
render the art compleat, by attending only to the
progrefs of that experience which is acquired by |
practice, which frequently begets fo much vanity and
feduces the vulgar ?” * Let us rather commend
thofe who would be afraid of making no turther ad-
vance in the healing arts, if they were compelled
to abandon ftudy and to give themfelves up wholly
to practice ; and who examine themfelves every year,
to know what progrefs they have made in the know-

ledge of difeafes. The great Borrumaave, whofe
example

* Mais telle eft 1a force de Prejugss : Ces Praticiens, dis’je, qui
fe parent d’une fimplicite seduifante, regardent avec dédain ceux qui
partagent leur application entre I'etude et la pratique ; ils infpirent/
du mepris pour la theorie, et en impofent au public, qui n’en
i¢auroit connoitre I'utilite. Ceft ainfi que I'ignorance la plus groffiere
trouve dans la credulité un moyen toujours trop fur pour flétrir- le
fcavoir, qui peut feul aflurer nos pas.

Doit on en attendre les progres Ie cette experience qui s’ acquiert
par la_feule pratique, qui infpire fi fouvent tant de vanité et qui
feduit le vulgaire ? &ec. &c. )

Vid. mem, del'Acad; royal: de Chirurg: de Paris.
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example is worthy of imitation, laid it down to him.
felf, as an inviolable law, to divide his time between
ftudy and practice,

WhaeRrEe abilities and the love of a profeffion unire,
there is the fureft prefage of fuccefs. But unhappy
1s the Phyfician, who has a foul turned to philofophi-
cal inquiries, who loves to fearch into the caufes,
and inveftigate the pheenomena of difeafes ; and yet
is at the fame time diverted from thefe ufeful
refearches, by other occupations to which hehas an
averfion. How difagreeable! how cruel a cafe is it
to be forced, in compliance with cuftom, to ftifle
the tender feelings of humanity ; to take the knife
into his unfteady hand ; and in fpite of relutant
nature within him, to be obliged to perform fome
painful and tedious operation on the fuffering pa-
tient! better configned to one whofe inclination,
experience, and addrefs, qualify him for the irkfome,
but needful tafk !

On the other hand, a fpirit of intrepidity and
a particular turn of mind carry many beyond
the horrors which get the better of others.  Fired
at the fame time with a like love of humanity,‘
and filled with defires of relieving the calamities
to which external violence, and innumerable ac-
cidents both from within and from without fub-
je& our lot, they apply themfelves with the moft

Jaudable zeal and affiduity, to improve that eflential
G 2 part
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part of the healing art which is capable of giving
effectual aid by the painful, but wholefome feverity
of manual operation.

To render any perfon dextrous in the operations
of Surgery, however intrepid he may naturally be, it
is neceflary that he fhould praétife them often, and
devote himfelf to them. This is inconfiftent with
the occupation of a Phyfician involved in a multi-
plicity of bufinefs, and requiring leifure to ftudy the
cafes of his patients, who linger under a complica-
tion of evils widely different.

Tt is to lovers of humanity like thefe, {odifferent-
ly occupied, that fome owe the movement of their
limbs, others the mitigation ot obftinate difeafes, and
others the prolongition and pleafure of their lives.

Tre bufinefs of Pharmacy is entirely different from
either.  Free from the cares of both, the Apothecary
1s to prepare and compound medicines as the Phyfici-
an fhall diret. Altogether engaged in this, by length
of time he attains to that nicety of fkill therein,
which he never could have arrived at, were his at-
tention dlf’cra&cd by a great variety of other lebJe&s

Tue wifdom of ages approved by experience, the
moft certain teft of knowledge, has taught us the
neceflity and utility of appointing different perfons
for thefe fo different employments, and accordingly,
we find them profecuted feparatcly in cvery wife and

polithed
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polifhed eountry, to the great advantage of cach, and
to the unfpeakable emolument of the community.
Indeed the benefits which thefe prefervers of the
human race, improving each his profeffion apart,
have fhed abroad in the world, fomewhat refemble
the great bleffings of nature, the light and air 5 they
are fo common we all enjoy them, and, for the moft
part, without appearing {enfible of thcir unfpcak-
able value.

Iappeal to the common fenfe. of mankind. The
common fenfe of mankind, duly informed, gives its
verdict againit a promifcuous profeflion of differént
occupations. When a country has made fome
advances in other arts, .and begins to flourifh
in knowledge, perhaps not without fome luxury,
it is high time that medical {cience fhould be
practifed with regularity. It-would be unpardona-
ble in the profeffors to let it remain at a ftand,
as if they had already attained the fummit of human
wifdom. This would curb every laudable attempt
to improve polite literature amongft the rifing
generation. In gcnera] languid is the profecution
of ftudy, when there is but httle profpéct of fecing
our labour crowned 'with fuccefs.

LEeT us now confider in a brief manner the ad-
vantages we may hope for from the execution of
our defign. Thefe are greater, and more in nuinber,
than ftrike our notice at once. We fhall - firft con.

fider



[ 46 1]

fider the benefits which the StupenTs of MEepiI-~
CINE will_ derive from it.

In aplace fo remote as Philadelphia from every
{chool of Phyfic, we cannot expect a very early in«
intelligence of all the medical difcoveries and im-
provements which are made in Europe. In efta-
blithing ' medical colleges, .the profefiors of each
branch will find it incumbent on them to keep up a
correfpondence with the learned abroad. They will
thus get {peedy accounts of every thing new which
may relate to their particular provinces. By improy-
ing this knowledge, they can diffufe it amongft their
pupils, and, by their means, more readily propagate
it through every part of the country.

Taar this will be of the greatet utility is manifeft,
if we rely on the authority of the moft celebrated
academicians, They ftrongly recommend * to let
none of thofe difcoveries efcape us, which are daily
brought to light by the labours of mafters in the art.
Without this care, fay they, the moft confummate
practitioner, within the fpace of twenty years, will
be ignorant of thofe truths which are then familiar to
novices : the labours of others will thus become a
fource of labours to himfelf, and, without new ftudy,
his knowledge will decay into ignorance. Thus
the celebrated practitioners in the time of Harvey,
content with the knowledge which they had acquired

- from
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from their predeceffors, fhut their eyes againft the
light which this great man prefented to them. They
had made a long career in the exercife of their art,
without knowing the circulation of the blood, which
expofed fo many errors in the books of the ancients,
and fo many falfe fteps in their proceedings ; whilft
Novices, enlightned by this difcovery, with reafon
defpifed thefe haughty practitioners who grew old
in their errors.” * :

StupEexTs are apt to be difgufted with any art,
when, at their firft entrance upon it, they find it be-
fet with difficulties which to them appear unfur-
mountable ; but when thefe begin to clear up, their

eager purfuit of knowledge increafes daily with
growing pleafure. A regular courfe of inftruction

prompts them to an eager purfuit of learning: it
fheds forth conviction upon the mind, and improves

the confidence of the diligent ; a confidence founded
on

* 11 faudroit encore ne laiffer &chapper aucune des decouvertes qui
naiffent tous les jours des travaux des maitres de I'art: fans cette
etude, le Praticien le plus confomme ignorera dans I'efpace de vingt
annges des verites qui feront familieres a des novices : les travaux
des autres font donc une fource de travaux pour lui; et fans une
nouvelle étude, fon fgavoir méme feroit fidtri par fon ignorance..

Teis etoient des Praticiens celebres contemporains d "Harvee.
Contens des connoiflances qu’ils avoient puisées dans les Ecrits de
leurs predecefieurs, ils fermercent les yeux i la lumiere que leur pre-
fentoit ce grand homme ; ils parcoururent une longue carriere dans
I’exercife fe leur art, fans connoitre la circulation du fang, qui devoile
tant d’esreurs dans les livies des anciens, et tant de faux pas: dans
leur marche. Des Novices, eclaires par cette decouverte, meprifoient
avec raifon ces praticiens dedaigneux qui vieilliffoient dans leurs
erreurs,

Vid mem. de DAcad: royal; de Chirurg: de Paris,
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on the juft principles of demonftration and reafon. [¢

-1s very certain that oral inftructions and ocular illuftra-
tions render fcience eafier, are more convincing, and
make a more durable impreflion than the beft wrote
treatifes.

A courfe of reading and obfervation is not fuf:
ficient, without other inftruction, to qualify young
men for practice ; fince many of the books of me-
dicine are full of obfcurity, or crouded with ab-
furdities, which puzzle the unexperienced reader,
and often lead young minds aftray.

As the moft precious metals in a ftate of ore are
mixed with drofs, {o the choice truths of Medicine are
frequently blended with a heap of rubbifh. How va-
luable and neceflary is an experienced profeflor who
knows how to clear this away; to prefent thofe truths
fimple and pure from mixture; to trace them out
under the various appearances they put on at differ-
ent times, and to difcover to ftudents the clue of rea-
foning which they ought to purfue; in winding
through a labyrinth of obfcurity, before they can ar-
rive at a clear knowledge of the more difficult parts
of their profeflion ! That is to teach them how to
philofophize juftly in medicine,

Tue greateft genius left to itfelf is like the earthy
when deftitute of the fun, incapable of bringing its
produlions to a perfect marturity, A courfe of re-

gular
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gular inftrution is to the mind like the rays of
light darting through the obfcurity of Chaos. It dif-
pells the clouds that envelope the underftanding, and
enables thediligent ftudent to penetrate into the fecret
receflesof nature. Thus prepared, he is in a fituation
to enrich himfelf with thofe treafures of knowledge
which the obfervers of nature have heaped together
for many ages. He has a torch put into his hand to
light him to the true fcience of curing difeafes.

As the pratice of teaching is requifite, in or-
der to be able to explain the difficulties of any
{cience, and render the communication of its pre-
cepts familiar to others, it is neceffary that perfons
thould devote their time very much to it. This
can only be done to good purpofe, fo that ftu-
dents may reap ampie advantages therefrom, by
means of inftituting public profeflorfhips.

Tur bufinefs of a Profeffor is to place before
ftudents in a full light, at their firft entrance upon
any ftudy, the true object of that ftudy, and to afcertain
their proper purfuit. In performing this, he firft ex-
plains to them the terms of art, and renders the lan-
guage and ideas thereof familiar. He afterwards di-
I'Sala them to what is the moft proper courfe of ftudy,
and to the beft authors to be confulted on the fubjects
of which he treats. He points out the miftakes which
any of them may have run into, and puts'them upon

1 their
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their guard againft fuch errors as are apt to miflead
ftudents. He fupplies the defeéts of thofe authors,
and mentions what new light the lateft difquifiti-
ons and difcoveries have thrown upon every fubjeét.
He thus points out the road which leads to {cience,
and prevents the young votary from running into a
maze of doubts. He confirms his fteps, {mooths the

rugged path he has to tread, affifts him in climbing
the fteep afcent, and, before difmiffion, informs him
how he is to conduct himfelf, in order to reach at
length to ‘the fummit of his profeflion. Havinga
Plan before him, a fixed end in view, and the means
of attaining it within his reach, the ftudent, impell-
ed on with irrefiftable ardor, prefles forward, eager
to reach the goal of knowledge and the height of all
medical attainments 3 and fince he is fo well inftruct-
ed in his career, ha.s the apparent profpect of withed
for fuccefs.

; AnoTHER manifect advantage of public leGtures
is, that they bring together a number of ftu-
dents of the fame clafs of knowledge. If the profeffor
isa man who labours to improve the growing mind,
he has it in his power to kindle an ambition in the
breaft of his pupils. An opportunity is put into
his hands of examining the progrefs they make.
They become acquainted, and fometimes form fo-
cieties under the eye and dire@ion of their teachers

and mafters, They converfe, and write difcourfes
~ on

®
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on fuch literary and medical debates as tend greatly
to their mutual improvement.

As to what regards ftudents themfelves, thefe fe-
veral particulars I am perfuaded are fufficient to
convince every judicious perfon of the neceflity of
inftituting, in this feminary, profefforfhips in all
the branches of the healing arts.

THE great advantage which may be expected to
accrue to the SEMiNAry itfelf, from the eftablithment
of medical fchools, is the advancement of the grand
defign of fuch a feminary in general, and the im-
provement of fome of the moft ufeful branches of
literature, that can embellith any feat of learning.
If wifdom and profitable fcience are the glory, the
ornament, the higheft attainment of humane nature,
and give the ftrongeft evidence of a people being
enriched with generous and refined fentiments, by
which all polifhed nations are ambitious of being
diftinguifhed ; then, moft certainly, it becomes an
obje of the firft confideration with us to determine,
whether the cultivation and patronage of this {cience
are worthy our moft ardent purfuits, and whether
we fhall improve this opportunity which is now put
into our hands for that purpofe. It is needlefs to in-
form you of what confequence itis to take the lead
in a defign {o interefting, {o noble and important.

wax Hig Tag



[ 53 1
Tur reputation ot every fort of ufeful learning
muft be of great benefit to a Crry, as it will draw,
from all parts, perfons that have a relith for litera-
ture, who will always prefer a place of education, in
which the greateft number of advantages coincide.

TuE reflort of ftrangers to any city. for the cultiva-
tion of {cience muft give it proportionably a pre-emi-
nence over others. An education in any place begets
that place an intereft, and as it were naturalizes ftran-
gers to it. In return for a difpenfation of know-
ledge, 1t colle&s a tribute of riches as well as of affec-
tion from all quarters,

AmoncsT the benefits to be derived to the Pro-
vincE from the eftablifhment of medical [chools, I
cannot pafs over a particular one, which ought to
fire the ambition, and animate the induftry of every
ftudent who has chofen to devote himfelf to the cul-
tivation of the healing arts,

Wz live on awide extended continent of which
but the {malleft portion, even of the inhabited part,
has yet been explored. The woods, the mountains, the
rivers and bowels of the earth afford ample fcope for
the refearches of the ingenious. In this refpet an
American ftudent has fome confiderable advantages
over thofe of Europe, viz. The moft ample field lies
before us for the improvement of natural hiftory. The
countries of Europe have been repeatedly trav;rfed

)
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by numerous perfons of the higheft genius and learn-
ing, intent upon making theftricteft fearch into every
thing which thofe countries afford; whence there is
lefs hopes or chance for the ftudents who come affer
them to make new difcoveries. This part of the
world may be looked upon as offering the richeft
mines of natural knowledge yet unriffled, fufficient
to gratify the laudable thirft of glory in young in-
quirers into nature. The difcovery muft greatly en-
rich medical fcience, and perpetuate the glory of the
authors to lateft time,

How many plants are there, natives of this foif,
poflefled of peculiar virtues ? how many fofiils ro
enrich the cabinets of the curious ? how many na-
tural fubftances, objeéts of new trade and commerce
to {upply materials for various arts, as wellas toen-
large the bounds of Medicince ? what means are fo
likely to bring them toour knowledge as medical
refearches and careful experiments, profecuted by
thofe inftruced how to make them, and how to pro-
fit themfelves of the difcovery ? A {pirit of inquiry
into thefe things would be put on foot as the naru-
ral tendency of fuch an inflitution, and prove the
moft likely means of bringing to light the know-
ledge of many ufeful things, of which we yet remais
ignorant, the more readily, as natural hiftory is
one of the moft eflential ftudies to prepare a perfon

for
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for profecuting medicine with fuccefs, and one. of
the moft diftinguifhed ornaments of a phyfician and
~man of letters.

From all thefe different views, I prefume none
will demy the expediency, and necefiity if I may fo
fay, as well as the exceeding great benefits of the
propofed inftitution to this {cminary, city and pro-
vince. Nor does the utility of it ftop here. We may
not only hope to profit ourfelves, but, in very many
inftances, contribute hereby to the advantage of the
CoroniEs, the vicinity and conneétions of which
with ours might encourage many ftudents to refort
hither. Thus the reputation and influence of this in-
ftitution, becoming at length more univerfal, might
extend themfelves as from a center, and include
diftant places within the circle of its ufefulnefs.

FOR a few moments, fuffer me here to befpcak
the attention of ‘

Tue STUDENTS or MEDICINE,.

Havine now laid before you an object worthy of
your moft earneft regard ; the nature of the ftudies
in which you are to engage ; their extent, difficulty,
importance and dignity being now pointed out, ‘and
a plan fuggefted to you, whereby your labours may

meet -
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meet with a more certain fuccefs ; confider well,
Gentlemen, how much depends upon your own di-
ligence-----Think how neceflary it is to employ all
your attention in order to accomplifh fo valuable an
end.----To this end place before your eyes the illu-'
ftrious examples of great men, who, by pufhing their
refearches into the bofom of nature, have extended
the bounds of ufeful {cience. Tread in their fteps,
become indefatigable in the cultivation of medical
literature, and be earneft to bring it to perfection.
The rewards of the rich, thecountenance of the great,
and rhe juftly merited efteem of the good and the vir-
tuous, which outlafts the flecting years of humane
date, will not be wanting for yourencouragement. You
will be in a condition to practife the healing arts with
fkill and reputation, and to tran{mit your knowledge;,
and the benefits thereof, to a fucceflion of others.
‘What is a moft pleafing refle&tion, thofe who have
been diftrefied by irkfome difeafes, and relieved: by
your {kill, willown themfelves indebted to you for
the life you have prolonged 3----You will be ever
remembered as the ornament and boaft of your pro-
feflion, and be juftly ftiled guardians of the health
of mankind. )

Tuese confiderations ought to animate you in
the noble purfuit, and determine you to perfevere
¢herein with unfhaken firmnefs and conftancy. Be

‘ not
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not difpirited at the difficulties which prefent, or the
obftacles you are to encounter. Let them ferve ra-
ther as a fpur to your induftry. They will not ftand
in the way of men who are determined to furmount
all oppofition in their courfe. Regard them as left
by others for you to mafter.  Was there no dif-
ficulty remaining, you would have lefs {cope for a
genius of inveftigation ; lefs honour in being barely
followers of others. Both {cience and honour offer
one fate to their votaries. = They reward the cour-
age of the brave and of the fteady, and repell the
faint hearted and irrefolute. You have an ample
field before you to cultivate. Infpired by a love of
fcience, your diligent inquiry into natural caufes and
effelts muft produce difcoveries ; and thefe difcove-
ries prompt you with freth alacrity to new refearches;

an employment as delightful and honourable as it
is advantageous. :

Orpzer requires that I fhould now addrefs myfelf
in particular

TO THE TRUSTEES OF THE COLLEGE.

To you HonourEep Sir, * and you GENTLEMEN
who are truftees of this feminary, the refpected
patrons of literature, who alone can give force
and ftability to undertakings of fuch moment as
this, I beg leave to return my warmeft acknow-

ledgements

* 'The governor of Pennfylvania, who is prefident of the truftees.
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acknowledgements for the difpofition you have thewn
of encouraging every attempt to promote {cience
in this place ; for your ready concurrence with my
propofal of inftituting medical fchools in this femi-
nary; and for the honour you have conferred on me,
in appointing me a profeffor of the Theory and Prac-
tice of medicine. - My gratitude cannot be manifefted
ina better manner, than in fhewing the moft fcru-
pulous regard to the improvement of medical learn-
ing, and diligently profecuting every meafure which
may be thought conducive to that end. I flatter
myfelf noth‘ng in my power fhall be wanting to an-
fwer the great purpofes of the inftitution.

THue learned Provoft, vice Provoft and faculty of
the college have employed their unwearied care in
cultivating every branch of academical knowledge ;
and thus,. with a fuccefs anfwerable to their wildom
and perfeverance, have carried this feminary to ave-

ry high pitch of reputation. Their induftry I fhall fet
before me as an example worthy of imitation, and
thall confult with them, in framing fuch rules as may
be thought expedient for the better regulating of
phyﬁcallexsrcl{cs, and fixing the medical {chools on
the moft refpectable foot:ino From. their experi-
enced judgement, and warm attachment to the
intereft of the college, I have room to hope for all
the affiftance they can yield me in carrying the de-
fisninto exccation.

Brineg
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Being affured of this, it is yours to perfect the
plan which I have briefly fketched out. Under your

- patronage we may hope that Medicine will put on
the form of a regular {¢ience, and be cultivated with
ardor and fuccefs ; and that your influence will be
employed to promote the feveral branches of it; to
the eftablithment and perfection of which are annex-
ed confequences, of the higheft concern to the Ame-
rican colonies in general, to this province, this city,
and this feminary in particular. It belongs to you
to collect the fcattered powers that ate neceffary to
be uniced, in an attempt fo important; and to
. tranfplant hither fome of the moft noble and bene-
ficial fciences that mankind are blefled with, the
feeds of which, fo opportunely fown, will certainly

produce a lyxuriant growth of the moft profitable
knowledge.

Peruaps this Medical inftitution, the firft of its
kind in America, though’ {fmall in its beginning,
may receive a conftant increafe of ftrength, and an-
nually exert new vigour. It may collect a number
of young perfons, of more than ordinary abilities;

and fo improve their knowledge as to fpread its
reputation to diftant parts, By fending thefe a-
broad duly qualified, or by exciting an emula-
tion amongft men of parts and llteraturc, it may
give birth to other ufeful inftitutions of a fimilar na-

‘ ture, or occafional rife, by its examplc, to nu-
merous,
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“metous focieties of different kinds, calculated te

fpread the light of knowledge through the whole
American continent, wherever inhabited.

#Sure I am that you regard the rifing youth as the
growing hopes of the country. You ardently wifh
that they may become eminent, in every qualification
whichcan render them an ornament, or a bleffing to
their fellow creatures. = You are, no doubt, anxious
10 encourage a fpirit of literature amongft them, and
are attentive to procurc them every advantage that
may enable them to fill the higher offices of lite, and
efpecially the learned profeflions, with ability and
dignity. Nor do 1 imagine you will neglect any
occafion, fuch as this which now offers, to anfwer
thefe falutary purpofes. Deftitute of cuiture, the
imagination of youth fhoots wild and unprofitable;
but, dire&ted by art and improved by {cience, a na-
tural genius is like a rich foil, the fruitful fource ot
many benefits to a country.

Warist the ftudies of youth are profecuted un-
der the encouragement and patronage of men dif-
tinguithed by their literature and worth, they have
the higheft motives that can animate the purfuits of
a generous mind. They confider themfetves as un-
der the notice of the public, to which every ingeni-
ous perfon labours to approve himftlf.

12 A



‘A pove of fame and a laudable ambition allure -
him with the moft powerful charms. Thefe pafiions
have, in all ages, fired the fouls of heroes, “of patri-
ots, of lovers of fcience, have made them renowned
inwar, eminent in government and peace, juftly
celebrated for the improvement of polite and ufeful
knowledge. They have powerfully infiluenced the
perfeCtion of arts, the advancement of commerce
and the profperity of cities. They have heightened
the charafer ot particular.people to fuch a degree,
as to make them regarded by other countries withis,
admiration and efteem. Such I hope will be the
confequence of your patronizing Medical {cience in
this place. ;

Tue difficulties of executing the propofed plan
are inferior, far inferior to the glory of being firft
in fuch an undertaking. What grand enterprize
was ever accomplifhed withcut any difficulties? If
we have but refolution to mafter thofe which ob-
firut our defign, they will only ferve to heighten
the luftre of its atchievement, ~Scize then the op-
portunity of executing a {cheme fo glcrious in itfelf,
and of fuch importance to this place: as you have
given a begisning to the tafk, I doubt not to fee it
fully perféfted in due time.

As theintereft of literature and the intereft of this
province are concerned in it, the undertaking will
meet with affiftance and fupport from every lover of

N {cience
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icience and every worthy citizen. ‘They will unite.
their mutual aids to render the foundation of it folid

and permanent. The good of the community, the:
welfare of our fellow creatures, and the common
ties of humanity will fuggeft the moft powerful ar-:
guments in favour of it, with every perfon'of a pa-

triotic generous difpofition. When, by an early and.
well placedaffiftance, every one of us may contribute;
to fave the lives of thoufands; of thoulands yet un-

born 5 and, in fome fenfe, give being tothoufands

more who fhall f{pring from them; who does not!
feel himfelf warmly engaged in a defign of fuch
public utility ?

Tue confcious refleCtion of contributing to in-
firu& the rifing generation, and to form them for
public fdvxce of cultivating the healing arts a-
mongft us; and thus afwaging the calamities of di-
{feafe, and relieving many miferable objeéts wholabour
under a load of poverty and ficknefs, cannot fail of
giving an exalted pleafure to a benevolent mind
They experience it in the higheft degree, who are
moft blefled with the refined fenumcnts of a tender
and feeling humanity,

Tue prefent Zra will be ever memorable in the
annals of hiftory, for the reputation of Britifh valour,
and the fuccefs and glory of the Britifn arms, as well
2s diftinguifhed by the reign of a King, the Zoa{l

an
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and joy of his people. Under his aufpices, letters
are cultivated, the arts flourith, and the fciences are
proteéted with a paternal care. His regard for li-
terature has been particularly extended to this femi-
nary., Let.us unite every power within us to ren-
der ourfelves worthy of fuch royal bounty, and
tnultiply, all we can, the benefits which ourgracious
fovereign has intended we fhould reap from it, by
the moft diligent culture of every fpecies of ufeful
knowledge. Thiswill be a proof ofthe veneration we
have for our monarch, who delights in the happinefs
and welfare of his {ubjects, the moft diftant of whom
are near to him; and will teftify how anxioufly we
defire tobecome, under his government, benefators
of mankind. The improvement of a {cience, ufeful
as that of Medicine, adds luftre to a throne, and
will perpetuate, to the lateft polterity, the names of
thofe who fhall patronize and improve it,

Ou! let it never be faid in this city, or in this
province, fo happy in its climate, and its foil,
where commerce has long flourithed and plenty
fmiled, that {cience, the amiable daughter of liberty
and filter of opulence, droops her languid head,
or follows behind with a flow unequal pace. I pro-
nounce with confidence this fhall not be the cafe;
but, under your protetion, every ufeful kind of
learning fhall here fix a favourite feat, and fhine

forth
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forth in meridian fplendor. To accompliﬂx which
may every heart and every hand be firmly united.

Hoc apus, hoc ffudium parvi properemus et ampli,

Si patrie volumus, fi nobis vivere cari,

Q. Horar. Frac. Epift, Lib, I, g/
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