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S it does not admit of a doubt but that
A nature affords us a remedy for every dif-
eafe incident to the human fyftem ; fee-

ing that from time to time difcoveries are made for
the cure of the worft of them, to the great happi-

nefs of our fellow-citizens, as well as to the advan-
tage of {cience and enrichment of medicine.

In Europe and other parts of the world it has
been found that the indufiry of individuals
have brought to light many of the myfteries
in nature. And in America, where a new and
large field of inveftigation is opened, feveral dif-
coveries have been made at different periods ; one
of which has fortunately fallen to my lot, which
is the cure of cancers, by a medicine which
has proved of itfelf a fovereign {fpecific, or ge-
neral remedy for thefe difeafes ; and no doubt many
other valuable ones will be made by the indefati=
gable indufiry of other adventurers.

‘When
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When in actual fervice as furgeon in the army,
my duty obliged me to travel through many of the
frates, and to fome parts of the continent, where I
had an opportunity of feeing the productions of
nature in an uncultivated ftate; and amidft thofe
pleafing varieties I fpent my leifure hours in ex-
ploring the virtues of pfants, and the examination
of any phxznomena I beheld around me---as I ap-
propriated them to that ufe when they did not inter-
fere with duty---and to find out fuch a remedy has
been an object ot my particular attention for feveral
years; which refearches were at laft attended with
fuccefs. Though to give the honor due to fcience,
I acknowledge that the advantages of a regular me-
dical education contributed much towards it, as
a preparative, though no more than what was com-
mon to all other medical pupils, but folely in bring-
ing it to perfection ; for it could never be fuppofed
that any perfon ignorant of the true principles of
chymiftry, unacquainted with botany and the ma-
teria medica, and of the general laws of nature and
firucture of the fyftem, could ever have it in his
power to make a difcovery (of any fort,) of ge-
neral ufe to the human body, fuch as this is at pre-
fent brought to. So that it has not been found
out by accident like fome others, or like a perfon
finding a purfe of gold on the high way, but by
regular ftudy, by obfervation and experiment.

Thefe circumftances, and the general fuccefs of
the medicines correfponding together, make it ap-
pear that to no other than the author of nature am
I indebted for this difcovery; for had it been in
the power of any perfon whatever to communicate

or
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- or give me fuch a remedy, the cancer would not
been an incurable difeafe until my time ; though'it
is well known that many thoufands have in vain at-
tempted it. 'Whofe failures by incifion, and their
returns from cementing them without removing the
caufe, difcouraged their patients, and obliged them
to tamper and quack for themfelves as well as they
could ; but now it is to be hoped that thefe are
nearly at an end, though no doubt counterfeits may
appear for a feafon, but their works will difcover
them.

All the moft eminent phyficians and furgeons
that have ever wrote on the fubjeéts of fcirrhi and
cancers, unanimoufly agree in pronouncing them
incurable. After many fruitlefs attempts in the
courfe of their extenfive practices, by incifion, cau-
terization, famine, falivations, and the ufe of com-
mon caufticks ; from all which methods and reme-
dies they never could bring the cure to a certainty,
as that which would do fervice in one cafe failed in
another, which no doubt gave rife to the noli me
tangere, that as they could not bear thefe remedies,
they fhould not be touched. But tangam et curabo
can be faid at this day with the fame propriety
without going beyond the limits of truth.

Indeed, for me tofet forth falfehoods in the face of
the world on any pretence whatever would only ferve
to bring on myfelf the juft odium of my country-
men, as an impoftor and a vain pretender to {cience ;
but as fa&s have proved the contrary, and is the
bafis on which I ftand and am f{upported. 1 have
nothing to fear from any quaricr {o long as reafon

’ and
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and experiment ferve to confirm any propofition, -
cither in phyfic or philofophy. Viewing all {cience’
of this nature, that is not founded on fuch a bafis,
however beautified with words, to be nothing more
than a mere apparition that appeareth and vanitheth
in an hour, ferving only to amufe the car for a few
moments. But that which is founded on truth and
fats endureth forever.

The cafes of occult and ulcerated cancers cured
in this city within' the prefent year, are, major-
general Robert Howe, of our army, Mr. Thomas
Leiper, Mr. Montgomery, merchant, Mrs. Jones,
of this city, Mrs. Stockton and Mr. Horner, of the
ftate of New-Jerfey, Mr. Jofeph Ruth, fhip-carpen-
ter, the revd. doc&. James Sproat, Mrs. Carmichael,
the confort of the revd. John Carmichael of Brandy-
wine, Mrs.Taylor of Tinicumifland on the Delaware,
of feveralcancers indifferent parts of the body, alfo of
a wen; Mr. John Cochran of Maryland, Thomas
Shute from Carolina, the hon. Peter Phillips, efq.
one of the judges of the fuperior court of the ftate of
Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations, and the
hon. Czfar Rodney, efq. late governor of the ftate of
Delaware, and nowa delegate of Congrefs, whois now
nearly well of oneinthe laft ftage, of a moft inveterate
nature, with a great number more too numerous to
be mentioned.

As the above mentioned faéts to which I refer,
eftablithed by living witnefles at’ this day, make
it appear that the cancer is no longer an incurable
difeafe, I necd fay no more on the fubjet. But as
their return may remain a matter of fufpence with

fome,
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foz‘e, I therefore thought it might be proper to
offer a few fentiments on that head. But firft it may
be neceflary to quote a few cafes from under the
hands of thofe firft cured, who remain as found at
this day as the day 1 pronounced them well, and
the many others of a like nature and ftate might
been procured, yer the following may be fufficient
for the prefent purpofe.

THIS certifieth that my fon remains well of the
sancer cured by doclor Martin, upwards of thefe two
years fince. VAN SWARENGEN, Sheriff

Fuly 29th, 1782. Wafbington county.

1 DO hereby certify that I remain well, and no
appearance of my cancer breaking out again, though
more than twelve months fince I was cured by doftor
Martin. I am the perfon who fet forth my deplorable
and dangerous fituation in a former publication in as
clear a light as I was capuble of, to which I refer.
Given under my hand at Pitdburgh, the 27th of
Fuly, 1982, James HamILToN.

The former of thefe cafes was cured foon after 1
made the difcovery in the year 17803 but until 1
fucceeded in the latter cafe, and feveral others of a
like inveterate nature about a year after, I never
could be fanguine or certain, but afterwards was
fully fatisfied that I had made a difcovery of general
ufe, and obtained a fovereign fpecific for thefe
difeafes.

It would be great prefumption in me to affert thaz
thefe difeafes would never return, as by fuch affer-
tions
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tiensI fhould affume the knowledge of future events,
which I do not pretend to ; content with what is
paft and prefent. But we find they have kept well
nearly three years, and plain falts are proofs better
than all prefages.

Returns of the difeafe will prove to be very fel-
dom, as the very intention of my cures, as well of
cancers as of fcrophula, wens, and dileafes of the
fkin, is to eradicate the difeafe and reftore a free-
dom of circulation and of perfpiration, which are
loft in all thefe difeafes, which the remedies 1 have
difcovered are calculated to perform and reftore,
whether adminiftered internally or on the external
furface, let their fituation in the fyftem, or the ap-
pearance they put on be what'it will. But the me-
dicine ufed internally, though it removes the inter-
nal difeafe with fafety, yet its power is not great
enough to reftore.the circulation in thefe obftinate
difeafes on the furface, which make an external
application neceflary. But ftill it is probable that
among the hundreds already cured in the different
ftates, and the thoufands that will be cured, if life is
prolonged, thatfomefew cafesmayreturn, thoughnot
from the original caufe, unlefs fome difcafed fibre or
obftruétion thould remain; butthatby nomeans leflens
the power or efficacy of the remedy, as it ftill re-
mains to cure it again. And we know that the
Peruvian bark is reckoned a fpecific in the cure of
intermitting fevers, and in a general way is infalli-
ble, but it does not leave the fyftem in fuch a ftate
of refiftance but that the miafma or marfhy effluvia
. 'will produce them again, Neither do I pretend to
fay that a patient will never have the cancer again,

as
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as it cannot be f{uppofed that the medicine will
operate on the fyftem like the {fmall-pox or meafles ;
for if there is a predifpofition in the fyftem to pro-
duce thefe difeafes, they will at different periods be
brought on by fimilar caufes; as for inftance, a
patient may be effectually cured of it this year, and
take it again in three, fix, or a dozen of years after,
and be cured of it every time, and the firft not be
the caufe of the laft.

Where failures will happen, the caufe will arife
from the fyftem being folely contaminated, and no
foundnefs left to operate on. In fuch cafes none
could expet me poflefled of a creating power. But
there is no neceflity now of letting thefe difeafes get
to fuch lengths of inveteracy, as early applications
will always be attended with the beft confequences,
in thefe as all other difeafes.

But to be brief, the true ftate of the matter is
that I have found out remedies for the removal
either of organic or inorganic matter from the
fyftem, whether indurated mufcle or {cirrhus gland,
difeafed cartilage, perioftium or membrane, and in
two inftances, which were the only ones that fell
under my particular notice, theyremoved the cari-
ous parts of bones without the ufe of any inftrument
whatever, leaving the contiguous veflels around
where thefe difeafes were feated always difpofed to
heal.

The effets from thefe medicines are certain and
fafe, and are as highly fpecific in thefe difeafes as
the Peruvian barks are in the cure of intermittents ;

and
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and having got fo well acquainted with their mode
of operation, that very little pain will be experi-
¢nced by their application.  Neither are they offen-
five or dangerous to the moft delicate conftitution.

But befide the difcovery for the removal and cure
of occult and ulcerated cancers with the lupus or
wolf, fo called by fome, as thefe may be all ranked
under one head or clafs, I have made feveral other
improvements in medicine ; in particular for the
removal and cure of the fcrophula and wens without
the ufe of the knife ; alfo venereal tumours and
ulcers, the callous or rgther the f{cirrhus edges of
old ulcers, and the diflodgment of their peccant
acrimonious matter, leaving the parts around where
the difeafe was feated difpofed to heal, and recover
the freedom of circulation which was loft, and have
fucceeded in a few cafes of the fiftulo in ano, which
were the only ones that have fallen under my notice,
without the ufe of an inftrument ; and alfo of tet-
ters on any part of the body. To thefe improve-
ments alfo belong the removal of all unnatural ex-
crefcences, appendages, and eruptions, of whatever
nature or kind, or wherever their fituation on the
body 3 as they can be removed with as much fafety
from the eye or around it as the nofe or ear, and
from the nofe as any other part of the body; for
was not this the cafe my remedies could not be con-
fidered of general ufe. There are other complaints
which will, agreeable to reafon, be removed by thefe
remedies, but as experience hath not produced
fafs fufficient to eftablifh them beyond all contra-
diftion agreeable to truth, I fhall not mention them
until that is the cafe---with feveral other improve-

ments
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ments which do not belong to the order of this

narrative.

Great miftakes are and have been made with re-
gard to the caufes of many of thefe difeafes as well
as of the cure, by imagining that they arofe folely
from a vitiated ftate of the blood and fluids of the
body ; whereas they originate principally in the
folids, as experience proves; for when their dif-
eafed parts are removed and the fluids have 2 free
circulation, I find that the difeafe with all its bad
fymptoms fubfide. And we daily fee whea fluids
are confined, as for inftance, a river when damed
up, the water becomes ftagnant and putrid, and alfo
the banks ; but when the obftrudtion is taken away
and the water flows as ufual, the bad effeCts ceafe.
And trees whofk fibres get difeafed fo as to obftruct
the fap, occafions knots and a decay of different
parts; but it cannot be fuppofed that the fault lies
cither in the water or in the fap. So itis with the
human body; by colds, preflures, firokes, and every
other caufe that obftru&s the circulation in any
part. And though there are difeafes of a putrid
nature, fuch as the fcurvy, and thofe produced by
poifons, that may affect the blood and juices, yet we
know that they alfo affet the folids; in fuch cafes
both muft be attended to. And even in the glan-
dular parts which are the feat of indurated and fcro-
phulus tumours, and of {cirrhus tumours alfo,
whether they may proceed from infpiffated juices or
only from a defet in the vafcular firuéture, or from
both ; yet experience prove that thefe can be re-
moved, and the parts reftored to foundnefs. So
that it is reafonable to conclude, that if our folids

could
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could be kept in a found ftate few difeafes would
arife from the fluids in cafe we lived regularly.

As to the particular mode of application and
manner of operation with the remedies themfelves,
time I hope will enable me to make them of general
ufe to the world, by fome proper mode adopted for
that purpofe, that the poor and the diftrefled in
every part of the world may partake of an equal
fhare, and be relieved from fuch grievous affli¢tions.

I cannot conclude without returning my thanks
to do&tor Ewing, provoft of our univerfity, and to
dotor Rufb, for their public declaration of the
truth of thefe things; and alfo to many other phy-
ficians and furgeons of eminence both in this city
and different parts of the continent, whofe candor
has been fo great as to recommend to my care many
patients who laboured under thefe difeafes, who are
now perfedtly cured.

POSTSCRIPT,
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R. Charles M*Donald, an inhabitant of Charles=
M Town, South-Carolina, now of this city, re~
ceived, in the year 1756, a fith bone in the left
fide of the root of his tongue, which afterwards
gave him great uneafinefs in {wallowing ; which was
always more acute when he eat any thing f{eet, and
when he caught cold. It was accompanied with in-
flammation and a hard lump under the left jaw. In
the year 1766 he difcovered a lump on the under
part of his tongue, about the fize of a fmall pea;
which continued increafing until the time Charles~
Town was befieged, in the year 1780, where he re-
ceived repeated colds by expofing himfelf on the
lines, which brought on his ufual fymptoms of in~
flammation, pain, and a difficulty of fwallowing,
but thefe fubfided in a few days, and continued eafy
to the middle of TFebruary 1782, when his old
fymptoms returned, but were more violent and of a
longer duration, which much alarmed him. And
finding no relief from the remedies he had recourfe
to, he fent for me the fifth of March following,
and on vifiting him, he gave me the above hiftory,

: with,
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with adding that fome had fuppofed it to be a wen,
and faid he feared it was a cancer. On examina-
tion I found there was a lump on the under part of
the tongue clofe to the frenum, which put on the
appearance of a fmall incifted tumour about one
half inch in diameter. I told him I did not believe
it to be a cancer; but gave him this as an anfwer,
that be what it would he had beft have it removed
and cured, which he confented to; and on the
fame day I applied the medicine to it which I ufe
in the cure of cancers and ulcers in the ‘internal
parts, which by next morning opened it without
the leaft injury to the contiguous parts, fo that I
introduced a fmall filver probe into it, and about
one-fourth of an inch from the {urface I felt a hard
fubftance, which 1 took to be a piecce of bone. I
then applied the medicine repeatedly for two days
after, which opened it fo that I could introduce the
probe below and round it, as it lay in an oblique
direction from the left fide of the tongue to the fre-
num where the tumour protuberated ; from which
iffued out a {fmall collection of pus, hut could not
get out the hard fubftance without ufing violence.
He continued. the ufe of the medicine all that day
and night, which was the fourth after the firft ap-
plication.  On vifiting him next morning, he told
me: he was obliged to rife before day, as the fup-
pofed bone had become fo loofe and troublefome
that he could get no reft, and a little before fun=
rife it came entirely out.

But to our great furprize, inftead of its being a
piece of bone, it was a folid ftone, three-fourths

of an inch in length and one-half inch in diameter,
of
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of this fize and appearance *. The external furface
of the ftone was hard; butun having it fawn through
the middle, (which was done by Mr. #ood, watch-
maker, in this city) the infide of the ftone was like
chalk, and in the centre as a neucleus was a fubfiarce
much harder than the reft, which I concluded was
part of the fifh-bone which had formed the neu-
cleus---which I have now in my pofleflion. Though
from the appearance of two different lamina through
a magnifying glafs, and the change it muft have
underwent, it was a difficult matter to determine
with exatnefs.

But what makes it probable is, that ever fince
the receival of the fith-bone, which is about twen~
ty-fix years fince, the gentleman had always an un-
eafinefs in his tongue ; but fince it has been extra&t-
ed he has never felt the leaft uneafy fenfation, as
immediately after he was relieved from every bad
fymptom ; and at the end of about five weeks he
was to all appearance perfe&tly well. After which
he returned to South-Carolina.

Having looked over Morgagni, the memoirs of
the different focieties, and feveral other authors,
and not finding a fimilar cafe, I looked upon its
fingularity to be worthy of the attention and ob-
fervation of the public.

* Ficure of & the STonE.

Philadelphia, April 20, 1782.
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