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rom one in the Countty, to his Fritnd it
.the City : 'In Relation to theit, Diftrefs |
'fes occafioned by . the doubtful 4nd pres
vailing Practice of the * | o

Fuorculation
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inted for, and Sold by Mchaln: Boane, at the
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. % Confideration and Cenfure. . The fac ['taketo
. be this: A certain Clergy-man ( by the way @

P

TI‘N Anfwer to your Requeft, I have fpent

/idwing veafons ; Wwhich | offer by way of Que-

L 2
To my Eriend in the City.

s 1R,

e
oo

fome thoughts upon the Subjeét of out

S’ 10 Converfation,viz: Inocculation,which
% ¢ caufed fo many idle words, and an-
5 8 Hg;ry Difcourfes 3 to .{ay.no more of ’e’ :
And firff as to, the pradice in it felf copﬁdgr
I mult confels, 1am not Mafter of Philofophy
eﬁbﬂf,h,toﬂ enable me to determine for or agamit
. he ufé of ir,upon natural reafons':.But as fools
ufe to do, muft wait till experience does more
fully infiu@ me. But then Secondly, as to the
Mapner© ptroducing, and carrying on tit
practisefiere in this Country ; it I have the
truth of the fa&, ( whicli ! ‘confefs *tis difficult
togome at in this day,«to our fhame it will be

Hoken ) I can but condemd it upon the fole

ry, and fubmit them to your and the Worlds

(Burope,) received-Advice of the Pra@ice am
the Muff:l-men,8 taichful people of the prophe
Mabomer. 3 alfo more immediately and viva va
from fome of the fcattered Members of t
good people in Guinea, who comx‘nunicat;e'cig
to the Phyfitians in your Town 3 one of w
{ without conlent of his Brethren ) introdu



the Pra&ice here mcth3e midft of a populous
Town, foon after, (if not before ) the Guards
which were placed by Authoricy at the doors of

Intected Houfes, (to prevent the, carrying out

,any Infe@ion) were taken off ; when there was
.at leaft a poflibility that the 1pxeﬂdm“" of the
Dnﬁemper might be prevented. Now againft
 this, 1 cffer to your Confideracion.

" X.Whether thisPyaltice was not an offence agmnﬂ'
the Civil Governmenr, and contrary m the Peace &

) Q.uut of His MﬂJt’ﬂIU Liege People ?

* “How daringly bold this Pra Qice 2 for one
ﬁngle Apothecary, without confent of his Bre-
thren without asking the Civil Power, withcut

onfent of the Neighbours ; yea, aﬁam{’c their

Fearc, theit Criesand Clamours, to infeét his
Famﬂy, with a Difeafe very Mortal and very
:Cont:'lgmus' The late riotous wicked diftur-
bance, fhews the dangerous confequence of fuch
rafh practices. | mention not this in che leaft
to excufe that horrid fact ; No, I deteft it as
‘much as any man, and pray God deliver us
from fuch a Spirit. But | think that Inoceulati-
on as it was firftly pradtifed, carried in it as
much threatning and danger ; yet being done
with a good and charitabla intention, 8 with-
out defign of mifchief to any man, did not ren=
fier the Ador fo criminal. To fpread a mor-
tal Contagion, What is it but to caft abroad -
Afrows and Death ? If a man fhould wilfully
hirow a Bomb into 4 Town, burn a _Houf®, or

D a man; ought he not to die ?- fo if a man

2 ; ﬂlOUld



fhould wilfully bring Igf_c&ion from a perfoy
fick of a deadly and contagious Difeafe, into(z;
place of Health; is not the mifchief as great ?
Suppofe that Tnscculation is to all thofe that ufe
it very fafe and ' eneficial, that it anfwers all the
defired ends upon them ; yet how can they an-
fwer it, to hazird the deftru@ion of their
Neighbours, who are not of their opinion, and
dare not pradice it ! Suppofe then again ( as
we realonably may ) that of thofe many who
are lacely flain by the Small-pox, fome few have
taken it by their Jrocculared Neighbours, who
might otherwife have efcaped it. How fhall we
excule our Mahometan Miflionaries, from being
truly, tho’ not defignedly the caufe of their
death ? If any perfons are fatisfied, that thi
Prattice is 2 good method to fave them fronﬂ
the dangers of a mortal Difeafe which threatens
them ; 1 donot fay they ought not to ufe it
but they ought to ufe it in fuch a manner, 2§
inay be with Surety to their Neighbours as wel
as themfelves. If men therefore wil] have fuch
pradtices, muft they not make them, lawful,an
withdraw from the Community into fuch places
where there can be no danger to their Neigh
bours, or elle obtain a common confent

2. Whether as 'the Prattice bas beer carried oz,
there bas not been offered horrid Impiety against
eAlmighty God ? ' -+ v
- L donot fee how we can be excufed from
great Impiety herein, (altho’ the Du&ors bold
prattice was confecraied by the Authority o
-,A ¥ D 1 p b P al . . " e, il e, ﬁv
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‘ &: !/( 58 ; :
five or fix R nd Subfcribers to a certain

Writing, devifed for that purpofe at the time )
when Minifters and People, with loud & ftrong
Cries made Supplications to Almighty God, to
avert the Judgment of the Small-psx ( profefling
their faith 'in his Power and Goodnefs) that
though in the ordinary view of men it muft
fpread, yet that it would pleafe’ him ( if it
might be agreeable to the ends of his Holinefs)
to Exert his Almighty Power, and be better to
us than our fears, in preventing the further
fpreading of the Diftemper, as in his Mercies
he had heretofore done. And at the fame time,
fome have been carrying about inftruments of
Tnocculation, and bottles ot the poifonous Hu-
mour to Infect all thofe who were willing to
{ubmit to it, whereby we might as naturally
expedt the Infection to fpread, as a man to
break his bones, by cafting himfelf head-long
trom the higheft Pinacle. Can any man infed&
a Family in 2 Town in the Morning, and pray
* to God in the Evening, that the Diftemper
may not fpread ? No, it is 2 Temptation from
the Devil : for it is written, Thou fhalt not tempt
the Lord thy God. o more ean any man that
whave promoted it make this prayer without fin.
New then fuppofe that to avoid Sin, they have
omitted this prayer ; is it a right thing to o-
mit it ? Is not the Small-pox a fore Judgment of
¢ God? and fhould we not then pray, Deliver us
*from Evil ¢ Yes, but then it may be faid, thac
tho’ the Smal-pox as God fends it in the com-
mon



. (on

mon courfe of his Providen@we ‘a fore Judg-
ment, yec by this. invention of Inacculation, it
becomes much lighter 5 and tho’ we don'’t pray
that it may not fpread, yet by praying for a
blefiing on this pradice, we pray againft the
Judgment.  This js indeed the beft face that
€an be put upon it, in my opinion ; and in this
drefsif we view it well, it has an horrible afs
pe&; and I wifh icdon’t in the end prove a
Fighting as well as praying againft the Judg-
meuts of God. Are we not ail one Church of
Chrift, and People of God ? and fhall we divide
in our Supplications to God, and think to be
heard of him ? One patt praying & confefling,
Lord we have Sinned, and are afraid of thy Fudg-
ments Wwhich are out againit us 5 [ay unto thy: de=
§troying Angel,iv is enough, $tay now thine band ;
and Lord, if it be thy boly Wik, let not this fore
Difeafe [pread furtheramong us ! And another
part prayingy Lord, we have Sinned, & thy Fudg-
menps are upon us in fore Sicknefs 5 but we have
( by thy Providence ) found out a way to lighten it,
give us thy bleffing upon it, & then let it Jpread, the
faster the better 5 no danger of death this way, and
buz little fickne[s 5 and let us have the benefir of this
Invention, tho’ athers of thy people that are [o bligd~
they will not fee the benefir of it, are ever f[o witch
endangered by it. Thefe laft words found a lictle
harfh, but is it not the true language ot the -
praétice # Thus we are breughtinto a ftate of
War, Sin and Contention in our very prayers;by *
carrying on this pradice in fuch a Jawlefs; un-

il T ' guarded



A { ot
~ guarded manne\, Jd did the Gentlemen that
" promoted it ever'think of any regulation ? Iam
fure they never effected it, which oughr to have
been the very firft ftep in a matcer of {fuch con-
cernment to a people. Now as thefe things
have an evil afpe&@ in themfelves, is it not evi-
dent, that they have fo ip their effe&s & con-
fequences ¢ Inftead of being humbled under
the holy hand of God in this Judgment upon
us, and treating one another with meeknefs &
charity, are we not filled with contentions, and
every wicked work ? I'pray God grant us Re-
pentance, left defpifing the Chaftenings of the .
Almighty, we provoke him to bring yet forer
Plagues upon us. : !
Str. '
You fee that at prefent I am neither Inocenlator
nor Anti-inocculator, confidering it only in a
Phyfical fence : Bur I muft condemn upon the
foregoing reafons, fuch a rafh managing a matteg
of fo great concern, without advice or Caution
which in my opinion is a great Contempt to God
and Man. That which moved me to Anfwer you
jult at this time is, the fear that I and my Neigh-
bours are in, for our felves and Familiess We
are advifed that the Prattice of Inocculation is
- carrying on in our Counrry Towns, which ( if it
proceed ) will undoubtedly infeét and endanger the
Lives of vaft numbers more than otherwile would
be : I mean of fuch as are not to be Inosculared.
The Small-pox thro’ Gods Goodnefs has not been -
wont to {pread generally in our Country Towns ;
buta Family here and there has been vifited. But
pow, if this Praftise obrain among us, fuppofe but
4 L6ty



- JI hp
a few, TAy a Twentxeth pan g7 kown take up
with it, living in  the feverai ,Quarters of .the
Town : It will undoubtedly infc&t the whols. e I
know: fome will (ay, they mav ' all be "frocculated,
its an Excllent way 3 They will ‘be fifé in" th® ufe)
of it, and ever after out of Dinger! But generally
People are not perfwaded of either the expediency
or Lawfaloefs of the Praftice ; and if fome are;s!
fhall they in this manner force (u ngon: othersie s
‘itfo pleafant and bcncﬁcmil that ’tis bettet to undergo.
itithan ‘not, whicre we may' by the” blefling of God Ups:
onja proper; cars be'in htlle danger ? For ‘my [ﬂfl{
- when, ‘Iifee this Sword'of the Airﬂgghry fin.the ! Auﬁcls e
{hand, L tremBle, 8camafraid of hisJudgmenes ?«Burtferq
thim'v wi tld his own Wcapons & if he ﬂ;y me, gw,‘dl Ir
m{ﬂwn Dk, L Bat when q ‘h\‘:ar of ,.meu'ks bofdl
with  thef: cdgcd toolsy a rath ahd law cls mm.
W, (‘wﬁéhm d is tobe feén in chiis alfp, )
ver 1: (axfes Othcr r;f nmcnts in me.. -And it s ama-
tﬁ;ﬁl aéé nrchg Members of our Generalt
untry Nelghbours ( who. farc: fogm |
ir haMt,tlDWIng pale ‘with * fear “by the dg)ge'r?g !
";Dxﬁcmpcr) fhould. mot'{pend ‘one thbu &‘
pradice, which widl fender cheir dangstia’ thoula i,
",pnexgreagqr ,_Ansi nowa{ggrqall, to ?:hﬁnconﬁdmn- '
on, we, mu ﬂﬁt‘ ;%,lg, whopiagiin chcxr ‘care and wifdom
15%:: tnun er, fome. regdrn.tim.?"
% ac it t‘hcy‘al ow "the ¢ may be proper Beft Houfes
in {ofitary places, “to r@;glgc thole thar; have -3 mind
thus volﬁntan{y ‘toinfe hgr_qf;lves, » th fe C, pta
aalties’ on'thﬁ’(e tlhir g}l;rc o dgt:oc crwife, to thc,'
&n ¢ th‘c ives of "'their “hoiieft ‘Néi Rbou;s 3
| e lEﬂ ath;: “Praéticeco ‘the ’E:I'urk:'f
: ‘w Jand if ever chey - allow it .
rd "b,r;‘s,we'{\agc done;iy tb’kbcr-bb tiﬂ
. &pwﬁ o _'pg,anFrﬁnc;:, U bid Felee: hn’ri

St 5 g m:_'.r :

~c-

5 .‘”::A ‘z! tf B¢ L“‘L'
4«;. i.p.t l‘ ;h?J
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