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T our laft Meeting, we fell upon
the common Topick, fneculation,
But the time not permitting us
to come to any Refolution as to

: _its Lawfulnefs. 1 have according to
your Requeft, and my Promile at parting fent
you my tho’ts thereon ; and notwithftanding [

know you to be a great: Admirer .of this new,
Pragice 3 & with many (“Seduced by its [uppos'd
Juccefs ) inclin’d to believe it lawful. 1 am
ftill perfwaded you are Mafter of fo much

» Temper and Integrity,-as not to oppofe the Truth,
becaufe it obligeth you to think otherwife than
you have done, ar requires of you to forfake a
Praitice, which tho’ it may be attended with
abundance of good Intentions has no other
than a Criminal Foundation to {upport it.

» Since Errors in Judgment, many times occafi-
on Ertors in Praitice 5 it fhould be our endea-
vour to fapport our Judgment, with all the
powerful: Arguments, Realon and Religion can

Ve A2 furnifh
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urnifh us with, to ﬁgake‘i?; juftifyable ; efpeci-
ally when upon aSuppofirion «of its" béing Lamful
or Unlawful depends a Praltice, which{ by~ how
much it becomes a more general A&, is fure to
produce the greater good or evil.  1f we are care-
ful g0’ brin fome Arguméiits! fromScriptire to
maintain ig, we muft be eqlally careful, i€ oppo-
fes none of the Divine Truths : It 13 not a for-
mal Compliance - wich!{bme, bnt aniexa&k Con-
formity to all, whereunto it may have Relation,
that recommends this, or that, as a Dity, and
a gemeral Obligarion upons' Mankind. Al 15
LAWFUL . TQ SAVE LIFE, and a)Dury
inicumbent upon u, but the Means us’d far the
prefer vation of ‘mine, muft no ways wffend; or
endanger-my Neighbours fafery, foRat is writ-
ten, Thou fhale: love thy Neighbour as thy felf. * ..
You have {e=n ( doubglefs ) what has been
offéted to the Publick, in “defencé of Inegulation
as ‘a lawful Practice,& to enforce it as a:Dury!
The IMethods of attempting the Solution of
fome Cafes of Conlcience; atter an. ‘unconfcios
nable ‘manner, and the {light and eriflmg Re- -
ply to that-heavy Charge, of Infe&ing others
with the Small pox in. the common ‘way by '
Tranfplanting it upon our felves. i
“1f chen' Inoculation is-a' matter of moment, .
dmlge;-m: to Sociery, and Scandalous to OUr.Cbtif-
tian Profe{fim, or not & it ought to- have thac
due Coufiferation before it is voo late ) Things
ot fuch Publick Importanee require, and as an
snfloxivle Difpsfirion to hoar - the Reafolis urg'd
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in. Defence of a pra&icg of ‘Publick ; Confequepce
is very unjuft.  So an unwillingnefs to hear, or a
R efolution to neglett and difyesard what is bro’t
againft it, is far from being juftityable. ‘When
both have their due weight and attention, it is,
prabable a right Judgment may be formed or,
the Subje@ which demands. it.. % ed

I {hall mot, proceed, as- fome have before me.
Firft, Sup poleGodAlmighty in his great. Mercy
to Mankind bas taught usthis, as a Medicine
to be ufed, ¢e.. and then.with a great deal of
pains,labour to prove the ufeof it lawful. . Had.
thofe Gentlemen fhown any other Authority
then an ipfe dixit, to fupport and prove what
they had. taken a profane liberty. to .affirm;
they had put. the matter beyond difpute, and
fav'd them a great deal of  trouble. ‘
. Neither will | pretend to Examine; how far
agreeable and confiftent it is with the Rules of
Phyfick, -had 'l been, able fo to have done, [
fhouald perhaps have been a5 listle regarded, as
our -most eminent pro‘effors of that meble Scieuce
were, at _their. Convention, when their Opinion
of this Praitice was publickly defifa, and re-
je&ed perhaps by fome, for no. other reafon,
but becaufe not agreeable to the New Scheme of
thofe Fudicious people cal’'d Africans, who had
no Combinatien to cheat us. et

But 1 fhall put the Iffue of this Difpute vpon
the R ¢folution of the. two following. Queftions,
which | conceive the most material, and by
which Znogulasion muft either ftand gr fall..
TR e Tl L
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1. When the Alm(igztv {ends his Judgments
among'us to Ppunifh and humble us for our
Sins, efpecially a wafting and Peftilential Dif-
temper, what are the' Means which may be
lawfully us'd " for ‘our prefervation FROM his
defolating ' Judgments 2
2. Whether the new Method of Inoculation is
a ‘lamful means, and as fuch capable of Relieving
us ‘under the prefent’ Calamity ? \
Asteo’ the firft ot thefe Queftions, on all

" fides ‘it is‘granted lawfut to ufe Means for our

prefetvation trom a Defolaring Fudgment, provided
fich ‘Mgdns : be' Warranted by Gods Word, to
which we are' more immediately -directed, at
the tite God/fends his Judgment, to feek what
are the Ways to Efcape” the Extremsty and De-
ftruttion ar leaft, if not ‘the TOUCH of it.
This ‘Mercy at all-times “God gracioufly affords
us. Examine that caretally I entreat you Sir,
and ‘produce if ‘you'ean, any other appointed
Means for preventing of “removing a N ational
Judgwient; then that of ‘2 National R epentance
and R'eformation. ' And ‘I hope you'll allow -
the béft means of deliverance from National
Calamities, are thofe of Gods  appointment, not

' our'own: Among variety’ of * Inftances refer-

ring to this Head,pleafe to obfetve, That in the
18Chapi- of theProphetFeremish,where after the
lively Reprefentation of the Creature as Clay
in the hands of the Potter’; and as fuch were
theHoufle offfrael in Gods hand. At what inftant

t\, faith God 1 fbal [peak conicerning: aN ation,and gon=
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cerning & Kingdom, to pluck up and pull down and
destroy it 5 if that Natson against mhom 1 have
promounced, TURN FROM THEIR EVIL,
I will vepent of the Evil that I thought to do unte
them.  And again, Belold I frame evil sgainst
You, and devife a device againit you 5 veturn ye
now every one from his evil way, and .make Your
ways and your doings good. And.the, Rgafonable~
nefs as wel) as the Superiowr Ufe of this Means
will evidently appear to any that rightly. confi-
der it.  For through all the Inftances of N a-
tional Fudgments alter Denunciations thereof, fol-
lcw immediately Exbortations to R epentance,
which were unneceffary, if that R epentance
fhould not either prevent, or alleviate, or defer
them. How rational is it for the Effeét to
ceafe, when the Caufe is removed ! Now Repen-

| ance and edwmendment, the only Means of Gods
appointment , by Faith in the Great Sacrifice for the
Congregarion, removes the Caufe which brings
the Judgment ; and when we repent of the
Impulfive Caufe which brought it : God , in his
own good time will either Remove, or mitigate
~ the punifhment, becaufe he is Faithful in all his
Promifes, and Fust in performing them.  God is
not a man, that he (hould lie, nor the fon of man
that he fhould repent, hath be [aid, and [hall not be
do 372 Or hath be [poken, and fhall not kgmake it

00d ?

! The whole fcope of the Pastoral® Letter
¢ tends ro perfwade men ‘to acknowledge ‘their
¢ Sins, to Humiliatien and Refignation.  That we
i, fhould
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¢ fhould all in ge. 1eral(, )yn)m the Methods of
¢ Devotion, ( not Tnsculation ) to obfain a $top
¢ to the Fudgment by the Efficacy of the Grear Sa-
crifice for the Cingregation,  But ‘Pylarmu: has
¢ difcovered another way, and fomé fay it is
¢ our Duty to practice it. The Pastoral Letter
¢ with’ Chriftian Earneftnefs perfwades us to
“ concur in more than irdinary, Supplications. To
©fast and’call mightily unto God, and rurn every
¢ one from bis evil way. . Bur cha the Supplica-
tldns may become Eff:ffual, there is one glo-
¢ rious point of Chriftiannity to be obferved :
¢ There are Deftroying Angels, as with Drawn
¢ Swords by a Commiffion trom God, inflidting
¢ fuch a'Sicknefs for the deftruction, at leaft
' ®the vexation of the 'Inhabitants.” The way
¢ to prevail, is to bring and plead a Sactifice,
¢ for 'the prevearing of fuch a “Dreadful Co mmjﬁ-
©on. And what Sacrifice have we to plead in
¢ this' Cafe ? NONE trily but the ALL-SUF--
¢ FICIENT “Sdcrifice of our Lord Jefus Chrift ;
¢and by ‘Faith in chat'great Sacrifice we may
¢ particularly procure our own’ Houfes to be
¢ Sprinkled with that* Blood, by which our Faa,
¢ milies may be preferved in ffefu: Christ* Thus
¢ for the Paftoral Letter.
¢ Buc the Author of ‘the account of what
¢ was fa¥dwof fnocularion by Timoneus and Pyla-
€ yinus, wrapt up with the firange and wonder-
¢ ful dx*overy of Inor Amwn, tells us, ‘for what
;he can fee, “cis'a “grear ‘Blefling to ‘Mankind,,
: and thould-‘be thankfully “received, ‘as beigg
a
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¢ 4 Way to difend our felves ayainit a Dreadful
€ and  Deadly Difeale, by * OVER-RULING
¢ natwithftanding it is to be look’d upon as a
¢ Judgmenc ) the way of its coming at us when
< we fee ’tis a coming,  What a horrid found is
' ¢ here like. that of ‘
Another,whom I fuppofe to havebeen 2 great
Traveller tells us, that.none ever, died this
\'way ; and that ’uis probable, nay more than
probable which is a pritty kind of Certainty )
they never will. ey
Then with the true Air of an Empirick he
proceeds, without regarding the Difpufitions of
the Body, or the Inclinations of the, Mind. The
Strong, the Weak ;. the Holy and the Profane 2
If they will but come into the fate and eafie
. practice of Inogulation, that grét Cathplicon he
| dares with an wnparrallel’d affurance, almoft war=
rant their Lives will be fecure againft the Afa-
lignity and Danger of this Worst of Plagues. s
this the Spiric and Language of Dauid, cry=
ing out, « My Flefh trembleth for fear, of theey
vand I am afraid of thy Fudgments. It is not
amifs to obferve, The Evils which befal us,
may be the Moral and. Natural Effects of .
Sin ; as when we fuffer in our  Eftates by
Prodigality, Excefs -or. Mifmanagements and
want of fore-caft., In. our Healch, by L‘f’ﬁ
\and Intemperance.  Ic may.extend even to Life
it felf, whep men by, the wilful breach of a
known, Lay torfeit cheir Lives by the Tranf-
grefling of jt. Thefe.are, the Nanigl and MM{
o A B 45
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ral Confequences of Sig and as they may be fore-
feen and known by Confidering the Bent of our
Will and Inclinations to a& ; So-it is our Duty te
prevent, and our Intereft as well as prudence co
_ defend our felves againft them. /
But there are other Evils which befal us, that
more immediately. proceed from the Polition of
God, and may be properly faid to be his/Doings,
as be in a more efpecial manner Nasional Fudg-
ments, and though they are infliGted upon a
Land for the Sin thereof.” Siz being the origi-
nal and primary caufe of all fuffering. Yet there
are various ends and purpofes, whereunto they
are appointed by the Wifdom and Providence of
the eA/migh'y: And as thefe Defigns of Pro-
vidence are parc of the fecret and bidden Will.
So are we to yield a paffive Obedience ot Submif-_ .
Jion, Refignation and Dependence thereunto. "It is
the Lord, let him do what feemeth him good.
We are patiencly towaic till the Scene is open-
ed, and receive the part allotted us therein.
In the mean while R ¢tpentance and Anmendment,
with Golipel Qualifications, will entitle us tor
the Care and Prote&ion of Providence ; And
this is the Province appointed us, under Fudi-
. ¢ial Difpenfations.  We are no where diregted
to Humane Means to 'anticipate, prevent, or
over-rule them, in the way of their coming at
us, when we {ee them coming ; for fuch mean¥
cannot any ways deliver us from, but rather
encreafe our Punifbment, and make our Condem-
_wation the greater, becaule it js oo apparent
: that

by
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that we Diftruft Gods Tramife);, throw off Re-
fignation and Submuffion to the Divine Will,, and
proclaim our felves Rebels; and at the fame
time pretend to go into this practice with many
" yPrayers to Ged, and other fuitable Expreflions
of Truft and Devotion.  Surely God will rot
bear Vanity, neither will the Almighty - regard .
. It isimpoffible that any Humane «Means, or
preventive Phyfick fhould defend us from, or
i+ ©Over-rule a Fudicial National Sicknefs 5 for were
it fo, Wicked and Atheiftical Men would have
the fame termsand conditions of Security in a
Phyfical Refpett, with tl.e moft Holy and Reli-
gious.  And N ational Fudgments would not
have the Defigned Ends for which they were
fent N ational Amendment . The Voice of
“~ Judgment proclaims irrefitible puwer, & calls
! to men to refle@ upon their Ways and Doings,
- and forfake the Evil of them, leaft Iniguity be
their Ruin both here and hereaiter- = When
the Fudgments of the Lord are abroad in the
Werld, the Inbabisants of the Earth will learn,
g Kigb!enufm/}, ?
~ "As Gods Defigns in his Vifitations, is Repen-
‘tance and Amendment; this pagice doubtlefs
, tends to take off the fear of his Judgmentsy
.and the Spiritual Advantage that arifes - from
fuch Fear. To ask if God cannot make the
\ Mercy of Mens prefervation, and recovery thig
way of Spirirual Advantage to them alfo; and
by that lead chem to Repentance, i no reply to
this heavy Charge, but racher a Gonfelfing oﬁ; ‘
o T il i gt
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10 )
it to be true. ' °Tis his Judgments that pre-
claim his Power and |ndignation, and ¢all slsad
to the Carele(s Christian, and to the beavy and
unconcern‘d Inmpenirent 5 and if. ‘they anfwer not
that Call by ‘a Retormation anfwerable there- ’
unto ; Which way I befeech yoa Sir, can they
expect, or what reafons have they to' hope tor
Prefsrvation or Deliverance. "Tis true, God may |
make their Recovery a Meahs'of Repentance.
Bur ‘tis not his ufual way ‘of Proceeding in’
his Judgments but racher the' reverfe, fo Jead
men to Repentance dfter '‘their Deljverance,” when
the Terms ‘of  Deliverance is their R gpent ance.
You may pleafe to obferve: in all the Pros

phetical Wricings; nothing 'is more provoking
t> 5od, nor more ‘feverely threarned, than
nattention'to thele Calls, nor a greater Fudg- ~
menty than a Stupidity under them. ' The fhifrs '
and vain attempts by our own'  Contrivances
and Inventions, "to alleviate or elude them, are
not only declared ineffeflual *and vair, but are
- feverely threatned. "And are not the Prophets
and Paftors reprov’d for healing the Wounds of"
Gods people flightly,"and ‘for Prophefying peace,
peace, when there was no peace, and [educing theye-
by their Flock y One bailr up a wall, and ' lo others
daub:d it with untempered Morear 5 and what was
the Confequence ? Becaufe they have feduced my
people. [ay unty them [aith the Lord, who daub the
wall with untempered  Mortar, That I'will break
dinon rthe wall_which ye biave daub'd with’ untemper-
44 HMorary and is hsll fally “and ye [hall bé swfu;
8% v i e S T Fef 0 m‘
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LI
med’ in:thé midst thgrcaf. )-The Reafons for
which' this Judgment was denounced againft ‘em
folows 5 Becaufe with lies ye bhave made the
heart of the -Righteous . [ad , whom I have
ot made ' fad,  and  Steengthned the  bands
of the Wicked, that be fhould not veturn from bis
wicked way, by PROMISING HIM LIFE.
I 1s nov-che pra&ice of Inoculationa Wall of
untempered Moytar, can it avail againft a Fudici-
al Sickdefs, doth it not firengthen the hands of
the Wicked, that he fhould not turn from the
wickednefs ‘of his ways by promifing him Life,
and do not you promife him Life to declare
that none ever died ander Inoculation 5 and ’cis
probabie, nay. MORE than probable they never
will : and that you dare almoft warrant it to
be a ‘Security againft the Malignity and danger
of the worit of Plagues.  That. it is a way to
defend  our felves againft it by OVER-RU=-
LING the way of its ,coming., I would not
charge all with this ; God forbid, but it has
been publithed in the face of the World, with-
out repreof or contradiftion ;- and the pleafing
reprefentarion of a fafe and eafie pradice has
feduced more than a Belief of its Lawfuluefs,
to approve what they igncrantly have embra-
ced.

Far be it from me to oppofe the Ufe of
Phyfical helps and affitances UNDER a wa-
fting Calamity. = The ufe of Phyfick is, or at
leaft may become ablolutely neceffary under a |
peftilential Sicknefs. But to become a Defence
“AGAINST it, by PREVENTING or OVER
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RULING it, is as impoffible to effe&, ‘as it is
wicked to attempt and blafphemous to main-
tain. In the common Indifpofitions aud Ail-
ments of N ature, to which particular perfons
are fubje&, from the Variety as well of Caufes
as Conftitutions ; the Cafe is vaftly different.
Pomits and Purges from the forefeen Symptoms
of an Indifpofition, are juftly adminiftred ; and
as the Caufe more immediately proceeds from
within, Nature requires it. Yet my taking in
fomething at my Mouth, as « Fomit or Purge
has no further Effe@ than on my felf. = Should
it any ways affe@ my Neighboui, in the fame
manner, or worfe indeed (as what is tranfplanted
into my Arm ) of which hereafter ) it would
make ftrange work indeed.

But n a Peftilential Sicknefs, which more im-
mediately proceeds from God, and which you
own a [ore Fudgment, and that it can-arreSt mone
without a Commiffion from God ( and what Com-
miffion you have either to anricipate or prevent
it, 1 do not know by bringing it upon your
felf. [ fay for any to talk of managing the ap-
proaches ot it, ¢ c.——to appoint and prefcribe
themfelves a lefs Degree ( which at beft is a
meer uncertainty ) ro prevent a4 greater. s it
not taking Gods work out of his bands ? ls it any
better than dittating what meafure of his Fudg-
ment we intend to have. Muft the Supream
Providential Will become Subfervient to the
Becks and Appointment of the Humane Willy or .
. muft che Humane Will fay, The Divine Will be
. one. S

e
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" But in anfwer to Ehis?it has been urg’d, The
Small-pox is not inflied by Goeds immediate
hand, we receive it in a Natural way, and by
means of Second Caufes, and this we do in the
way of Inoculation, as well as of common Infeéti-

on. ’Tis true, all Second Caufes, a& in fubordi- -

nation to a Firft Caufe 5 it is trom that Origi-
nal they derive the powerful Influence they
have upon Inferiour Beings, ft is thence they
receive their Executive Forces of Effe@ing
fome appointed end. But are thefe Sccond
Caufes smmediately atted upon, and_dircéted by
the fame Irrefiftible Supream Power, & to the
- fame end, in the Way of Inoculation, as in the
Way of a Providential Infeétion. You acknow-
ledge the laft a Judgment, and a fore Judgz-
meont 5 But Inoculation is a Bleffing, and a

great Blefling. And if you have the Small

pox in either of thefe ways, you fay it is ftill
the Work of God, but not the Will of God 1 am
perfwaded. ~ Becaufe we have no revealed pre-
cept to prevent or over-rule a Judicial Sicknefs
in the way of its coming. Wilt thou alfo difanul
my Fudgment ?
Then will I alfo' confefs unto Thee that
thy own Right hand can fave thee. If we
fporitaneoufly bring a Diftemper upon our
felves, which by the Rules of Second Caufes
feverely affeéts us, we muft be careful not to
call it the Work of Ged. For though it is the
Divine Will thac Second Caufes fhould a& ac-
cording to the power and efficacy Ebcrewhith
ey

[
{

i

B IR



¢

they ate invefted, an(d :tnpointed to, {uch and
fuch ends. Yet if we of our own accord be-
came Ministers and Agents in imploying = thofe
Second Caufes againft our felves, it can with
no more realon be faid to be the Work: of God,
than if 2 man fhould {wallow an ounce of Opi~

um, and never wake more. B o1
To urge the Lanfulnefs ot this pradtice from
its Succefs, is a very weak argument to, prove it
fo. For fhould Succefs become a fufficient
plea for the Lawfulne/s of any .a&ion. Every
wicked action fuccefsfully aged, would become
Lawtul at that rate. Fear and an imagined
Succefs were the firft Introducers of it.  But I
Requeft of you and every Body, not to be fedn-
ced into this practice by fuch weak arguments as
thefe, which have no Seripture. Light in them :
People may give themfelves a liberty of talking
to Manage the approaches of the Small-pox, to
prevent and over-rule it, toefcape the extremity &
Destrultion at least, if not the Touch of this Fudg-
ment by means of Inceulation, and they may
efcape.  But God grant the words of the Pro- -
phets Amos and Ezekiel be not Fulfilled on
them. He that fleesh of, them, fhall not flee away,
and he that efcapeth of them [hall nor be delivered
they fhall go out  from one fire, and. anotber fire
Jhall devour them, and they (hall know thar I ‘am

the Lord when I et my Face against them.
What \I here ofter to you Sir, is not to
. diffwade you from the Ufe of Means preparatary
 betore, or refforative under, fo awful a Dijpenfa-
tion 3
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tion, fhould it be the Will of God to vifit you
therewith, For in the Ufe of* Means He dif=
plays His Power in_providing fuch Affiftances
?l;d Medicinal Helps, and His Goodnefs in Blef-
ing them with fuccefs, when upon a juft and
neceflary occafion adminiftred. And you may
be allured, that he will fooner grant 4 Bleffing to
| 'z't when we with a patient R ¢fignation Kifs the
R od, than when we Rebellisufly lift up the Hand to
« turn it afide: What'1 offer 1 fay, is not to dif=
fwade you then from the Ufe of Means, but to
maintain this Truth, that when the Destroying
Angel has Received his Commiffion from God,
and his Sword is ftretched over a Land, it fhall
not return Empty. So thac in vain we oppofe
Inoculation, or any humane means to prevent or *
'~ over-rule it : Such pra&ices are both Unwar-
} rantable and Wicked: For the Destroying An-
gel will not forbear, till God who gave him his
- Commiffion thall fay, It 5 enough, hold now tiy
Hapd. But [eck Righteoufnefs, [eck «Meeknefs .
IT MAY BE we (hall be hid in the Day of the
* Lords Anger. But it is not more than probable
or Warranted we fhall.

I now proceed to the Second Queftion. Whe-
ther the new « Method of Inoculation is a lawful
Means in a Phyfical and « Moral Refpeit, and capa=
ble-of Relieving us as fuch under the prefent Cala
mity ? , . ;

All Obedience implies a Command, and in |
Obedience to the fixgh Commandment the

‘pradtice of Inoculation- muft be {fuppos'd to be
: (400 S practiced
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pradiced. I am now obliz’d to turn the fame
Command againft it. = For though this Com-
mandment obliges every man to purfue M?ans
for the Safety and Prefervation of his own Life ;
he is by the fame Command equally oblig’d,
not to'prejudice or endanger his Neigl bours.
The Means muft be lawful whereby his Securi-
ty is intended, he is to abftain from all appea-
rance of Evil; ahd from all Means wherein |
there is the e4ppesrance, much more the Realiry
of Evil, * He 35 not only forbid hereby the
‘taking away his own Life, and the " Life of his
Weighbour ynjuftly, but whatloever hath fo
much as a TENDENCY thereunto: From
whence 1 {hall lay down this plain Pofition.

That whatfoever hath even a TENDENCY,
tho’ it doth not take away my own Life,or the
Life of my Neighbour unjuftly, yet fuch a
Tendency renders it Unlawful.

I fhall now Examine into the Merits of
" Inoculation, as it ftands in refpe& to this Pofi-
tion. .

1 think it very Evident, that the Viluntary. ~
Tranfplanting upon my felt an Inte@ious and
Peflencial Diftemper, is the encouraging and
producing ot 2 «ural Caufe, which has a Ten-
depcy to take away my own Life, and the Life
ot my Neighbour unjuftly, if Peflilential Die
ftempers have a Tendengy “to take away Life, /
which I hope you will allow.’

Znoculation being a perfons Voluntary Tranf.

. plaming upon himfelf the Small Pox, 1s confe-

| uently. the Corveying ofia Caufe thereby,which
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has a Tendency to takg away his own Life by
fuch a Voluntary Receiving thereof;, and his
Neighbours, by instrumentally conveying and
gommunicating fuch Infection to-him.

That it has a Tendency to take away the
Life of the perfon Inoculated, is but reafonable
*  to believe; from the Nature of the Diftemper;
Lphe fo willingly brings upon himfelf, which
" "hath a #oeral Tendency from its Nacure; to
¢ - endanger and deftrey Life.  Blisters Suppedance

va’sy &c. are plain Indications of Danger, and

whatever Caules endanger, have a Tendengy to
deftroy Life. There are fome who “have de-
clared it for Truth, ( and ’tis hatd if nothing
muft be believed but what comes from the
_ Friends ot Inoculation ) they have knowh feveral
% abroad, who have been deftroy’d by this. Me-~
" thod : fome under the Operation. ( which we
now beginto fee ) and others by the unhappy

Confequences which have attended it. In fhort,

all Infeclion, whether of our felves by Jasculati

_on, or of others by being Inftrumentally the

Occafion thereby of deiiving it unto them,be-

ing Morally Evil, 'is unlawful, & forbid by the

Law of God and Nations, being deftructive to

Society.But fuppofing every onea liberty to act i

this point according to their inclination, let the

Coniequences be carefully Examined, in re/peét

to their N eighbours. :

Here indeed we have a Melancholly Seene, and
" unlefs people are blind indeed, and eaten up
with prejudice, they muft fee the Iniquity and
Danger of this practice, which has any ‘immwed.imqf
| < ;
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bours, whereof themfelves are afraid, as if
Compaffion, Juftice, Charity and Friendfhip,
w ere Obligations from which they were Ex-
empted. And this Charge 1 fhall not take much
pains to prove ;, Your own Lips will teStifie against
gou, and your own Mouth will condemn you.

I obferve in the accouut of what was faid of
Troculating, by Timoneus & pzg. 16. The great-
eft argument to prove the froculated Small Pox
of a true defcent, and to be the real Small
Pox, is an unlucky acknowledgment, which I
fear has been fatally Experienc’d by too many 3
That the Inoculated Small Pox is capable, not only
of Infefting others, and producing on them the Small
Pox in the ordiaary way, but to the SAME DE-
GREE. You may pleafe to take notice, that
throughout that Piece, the Smal] Pox is defcri-
bed as a Diftemper Dreadful and Dangerous, ;
attended with Violence, Rage, Hazard, Death and
eMifery, with other awful Circumftances. From
whence | argue, If Inoculation -is capable of
Conveying by us the Smal) Pox in the common
way to others. It is capable of conveyinge
with it tholfe infeperable Evils of Confequence, -
which attend it in the ‘Common Way ; in the'
Lift whereof is Infettion and Death. And as
you own the Inoculated Small Pox capable of
producing and infecting othcrs with the Small Pox in
the ordinary way, and to ‘the [ame Degree. Youyp
muft at the fame time acknowledge, that it
has a power'and capacity of producing the fame
Evil Effe@s with it, ag Violence, Rage, Hazard,

M YIS PR S AR Infection,
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Infe@ion, Death and Miier)?, and hasa TEN-
DENCY, and a formidable one too, to take
away our Neighbours Life unjuftly, & is there-
fore Unlawful. | 7
"Tis Nacural to have Compaffion for the
Sufférings of Mankind, and ’tis as Natural to
feek Relief under them. But whatever hopes
we have thereof, whatever views of fafety we
{*have in regail to our felves; Comwmon Fustice
and Crarsty forbid the Ufe of any Means, which
may hurt or prejudice our Neighbour. The
Laws of Nature and Nations, oblige Mankind
to confult the good of the Community whereof
they 4re Members ; and not to offer any Vio-
lence or Injury to the Publick Good, upon any
private advantage whatever ; and what greater
Viotence or injury can be “offered by us, then
. Enlarging the Borders of Death, & Encreafing
and Bxtending the prefent Calamity under
which we labour by this Unchriftian and
Dangerous Practice.
But we are to fuppofe this practice will not
«» be gone iato, till the Danger of the Infection
becomes common, and a {uppofition it is ; but
is it not reafonable to think otherwife ; when
Ingculatioon is urg’d as a Duty not to be de-
ferr'd, becaufe Delays are Dangerous. Give
me leave to make one-Suppofition, as you have
4 made¢ many. ,
' A Country Farmer very fearful of the Small
Pox, and apprehenfive, that the Inteétion will
reach himfelf and Family, whofe prefervatiog 3
ke T L WLy 7 and &
; £
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and welfare he has much at heart, hearing thag
Inoculation is urg’'d asa Duty by feveral, as
well Magiftrates as Minitters, Perfons of Emi-
nent Piecy and Integrity ; and being uncapable
of forming a Judgment upon it himlelf, he /
belives it lawful becaufe they declare it fo
and their Example is a precedent {ufficient for
him to follow. This with a fear of Death, andy |
the power Inoculation has over it, prevail§ upon
him to put forth his hand to take of this fair
fruit,fo pleafant to” the Eyes, & f{o much to be
defired. He receives the Smali pux by the
Tranfplanting,returns to his Habitation. The
Operation though fatal to fome, fucceeds with
him to his Defire ; but this Infection difperfes
it felf among his Family, and from thence is
carried among his Neighbours.  Several of
whom perith, and among thefe fome, who
might have become ferviceable to their Coun-
try, and others who had fignalized themfelves
by confidetable Services on feveral Occafions.
' Isit not prob=ble, and more than probable,
that this may become, if it is not already mat-
ter of Fag&k. When every one in this refpe&
hag a Liberty to do, as feemeth good in his
own Eyes. When one approves, and angther
' oppofes this pradice, and perhaps under the
. fame Roof, when there is pothing to reftrain
. the timorous from carrying it among their
| oppofing uninfetted Neighbours. They plead
|| {felf prelervation to be a Duty, and their fears
| -urge an immediate neceflicy of complying with
o it,

-V
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ity tho the Infeition gnay be) fome dftance from
them, they will proceed, be the Confequences
never fo fatal. But it is contrary to the Rules
of Inoculation, to waic * 111} the Infcétion be-
comes common, becaufe it is expofing one felf
'to the common danger; and the fubje@ for
Inoculation Qught to be pure, and uninfe&ed;
¢ and _ if 1!& pradifed when the Infe&ion i3
}'common, the Evil is ftill .very great, tho® not
fo eafily diftinguifht. You may fil} chance to
fet' fire to 2 corner of your own Houfe, and
burn your Neighbours quite down; but take
care you don’t fay, Self Prefervation, which is
Gods Law, requires you to take this Method.
It may be infinuated, there may be Methods
eafily taken, to prevent its hazarding others
. that cannot yet come into it jand it would have
% been kind to have pointed at thofe Methods :
but it is not fo eafie to effe@ as imagine. You
may foon fpread and encreafe; but who can
ftop or remove a Wasting Plague when once
a place is vifited therewith. To Jnocuiate
v whole Towns and Villages is a2 meer Chimara,
dangerous and wicked to atrempt, were people
unanimous to admit it, and there was Trade
enough to go to work with. In fhort it would
be to make a Travelling Distemper of it, to fend.
it away North and South, from Hudfons Bay to
NTerra Mngellanica, were there no Obftacles
to ftop its progrefs. '
~ St. Fames fays, 1f ye fulfil the Royal Law
according to the Scripture, Thouw fhalt love thy
=T Neighbowr,
B T TR g e
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Neighbour as thy [elf, ge da“w?[l. Let us fulfil it
if we profefs our felves the Dilciples and Fol-
lowers of Chrit. Let us pat on Bowels of
Compalfion to our Brother; and *not by our
means expofe him to thofe Dangers, rhat very
Death we are contriving to Owver-rule and E[+
cape.  Let-not our Good become hiéw’l, our
Security his Danger, our Prefervativé™is Poyfon ;
for though out of a true principle of Self-love,
as being no furcher extended chan felf. We
are by this pra&ice for fecuring to our felves a
few, and thofe a very good fort of Pock as we
think ; yet our Neighbour is hereby Expofed to
the Small-pox the common way, and perhaps to
the Worft Degree of it, if the Mercies of God,
( not our brotherly kindnefs ) don’t prevent it.

In Criminal Cafes of Life and Death, with
what Tendernefs and Care, with what Concern and
Artention do men Examine and Hear the Cale
of the «Malefaitor, and omit no point which
may have a juft & fufficient plea,to Save hisLife,
tho’ 2 whole Scene of Villany and Wickednefs
may in all likelihood appear from the Cir-
cumftances of the Fa&.  And fhall not the

' Complaint our Innocent Neighbour makes againft

. this Prattice of being Expofed thereby to the

Fury of our Contagious Flames be heard ? fhall ic

be of no weight to deter us trom Rgyfolving

|| to prattice what we acknowledge to be Dan-
\|l gerous ¢ : :
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* Tully in his ‘-Book( Dé O)ﬁ?ciz'; has a' paflage
or two, very agreeable upon 'this Head; and ,
I fhal) give you a Tranflation of it by a good
band, which I have met with, and is a5 foHows

““¢To takgany thing from anothet, & for & nians

$own a e 5 To do any thing to the Difad+
7. Svantag s.Neighbour, is more repugnant. to
i ¢ Nature, Poverty, Grief, or any .of thofe

¢ Evils which come from without; For if we once
¢ are fo difpofed to do Injuries to others for oar
® own Good, we fhall immediately offend “agajnit
¢ that, which of all Things.is'moft fought by Na-
¢ tare SOCIETY. - If one member of the Body
¢ can conceive it may take ‘to it felf, the Health
¢and Strength of another part of it, the who™<
¢ Body will foon perith ahd die away. In nBd~
¢ manner if one man takes what belongs to. ano%-
¢ ther, the Society will foon be Diffolved.  But to
" ¢ pradtice a Greatnefs of Soul is much more the
¢ Impulfe_of Nature, Gentlenefs, Juftice & Libera-
Clity a be purfued beyond the Love of Life or
¢ defire of Riches ; He who defpiles ‘thefe; when
¢ they are not to be enjoyed with the Common
v $Good,’ a&s according to Nature,and ’tis certdin,
¢ tho:Man who follows Nature, can do no hurt.to

& another Man. or

I ,:¢ The Generous Heathen goes on to fay, that if

oy he is redaced to ftarve by Hunger, heru.gh.t not
o fnatch food from another Man ; for it is not

« fo much my Intereft to fupport my Life, as to

¢ preferve that State 'of Mind, which forbids ‘me

$ for my own fake fo do wrong to anether,

A0 reh ‘ @
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If the Principles of Narure could didtate toa
Heathen fuch admirable Notions of Fustice, to
what perfection and practice fhould the™ Princi4
ples of R eligion raife and Enforce them.

I make no queftion but people swho have
givenlinto this Pratice, have mangsof them
atted with a belief of its bein ful, be- *
caufe declared by fome to be uty, and |
have proceeded therein with an Upright and
Religious Intention,  with a good meaning,
and tp a good End. But' will ‘this juftifie
their doing it? It is the Opinion of that
Great and Learned Cafuift, Do&or Sanderfen,

;‘}‘a’&}o Intention of a good End, of a good

, ®Meaning, of a good Event, of any goed

L& whatfoever, either can fufficiently Warrant
& any finful a&ion to be done, or juftifie it =
,, being done, or fufficiencly excufe the omif-
“ fion of any neceilary Duty, wﬁcn it is
¢ Neceffary. »

il
{fﬁ‘ Whatfoever the End be we intend, it is
¢ certain that Intention cannot be good, which
“'pucteth us upon the Choice of Evil Means.
And that Means muft be Evil,which to preferve
- our own, hazards and endangers onr Neighs
bours Life. TR JRE A 4
4 14
2¥ou may expe& perhaps.1 fhould make fome
reply to what Reafons have been offered to
-orove this Praltice Lawful and a Duty. In res
Ng) ' T T T S e
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fpe& to Scripture Light, 1 meet with nothing
urg‘d on your Side to'render it Obligatory but
the Sixth Commandment ; 1 have obferv’d the
affirmative part of that Precept Self-preferva-
tion, don’t oblige us to fet humane means, in
oppofition'to Judicial Evils by way of preveén
~ tion r-ruling, for that is contrary co the
\  indifpeni@ble Duties of Refignation ind Suba
je&ion to the Father of Spirits. I have allo
endeavoured to prove,that this pradtice is direct-
ly againft the Negative part of that Com-
mandment. Becaufe we expofe our: Neigh-
bour to the fame Evil, the fame Danger we .
are contriving to Qver-rule and Efcape, and
the Means whereby we attempt it is Morals
ly Evil, and has a formidable Tendency to
Infe& and Endanger our Neighbour, whaie=
ever Effe& it has upon our felves. g

Your other Arguments of Example, ‘Num-
bers and Succefs, are very infufficient, thg#gh
« fupported with the Teftimony of a INews

Paper 5 that it is fafe and Ufeful for al) this

is but eArgumentum Turbs. To bring Armies

of. Africans, and Troops of eMahometans, to
| prove it lJawful by their Succefs with it, is like
their proving the Religion of «Mahomer, a3
% true Religion, becaufe fuccefsfull§ propagated,
and maintained by the Sword, and profeft by
vaft Numbers, which fll whole Nations of the,
Eastern Worlds  Example, Wumbers and ‘Suce
T P e R Y 2 Z 4 5 - Cef‘
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cefs, are far from being a fufficient proof thnt
it is Lawful , Had you provid it @ geod and
per{c& Gift come down_from the_Father of Lights,
then it ouéht and would have been Regeived
with adoring  Thankfulnefs. But as it is. fuppo-

to have been at _firft mcroduced ra&i-
fed by.profeft Enemies of the Cro hrift,
and. Infidels, whhnﬁce t ellow
Creatures as a Peace® Offering . to the  De-

vil, As it oppofes  the Royal, Precept,
and Ch@ra&enﬂxck of the .Gofpel . Love, as
ig: is reprefented to be a . Way to. defend

 our felves againft :a Dreadful” and  Deadly

{-\

Difeafe (- which is own'd a ]udgment ), by
Over-ruling: it m .the, ‘Way of its. co-
ming. at, us; when' we fee it is a..Cos
ming. 1 fee no Reafon why - we  fhould
Comply ‘with - it as our . Duty, but'. rejedt
it as Scandalous to the'Gofpel of ijUb
CHRIbT and Dangerous to bocxcty, e

As 1 d]ﬁ’er from you without, bemg ane
gry, I beg' you would not be angry  thag

1 differ, and I am" perfwaded you ,have nQ.
caufe Jf you impartially’ conﬁder the Rea-

fons 1 offer for my domg ;1 AP K llo?e L
may bé believed, when' 1. aflure you it. i
not from a ‘pmt of - Contradi&ion, ‘Partx'
or Prejudice,

tice ; was 1t 'an mduferent, or 3 nﬂlp

Sub)c,ﬁ:, I would have laxd [y’ ha upon"

. g my

e LY

hat '1 oppofe this Nbvel Prac-
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my Mouth, and been fzr ever filent; But
when .the Honour ot .Religion, , and -the
Safety of a Peoplé in general are concerned.
Who can wifh! well' ¢o'either, and- be filent:
Life is too valuable a Blefling to be Endangered
by a Praéice ackpowledged to be Intedti-
ous -#ﬁézardous, and Religion a point

too der to juftifie our proceeding with
0 A

Let 'the rArguments ‘on' both fides be
laid in the Ballance together, and weighed
by the Shekél ofthe San&uary, and let
Scripture Light be the Standard to Deter-
mine the goodnefs of them.

Let us ran with patience the Race that
is [et before us, remembring whom the
Lord loveth, be Chafteneth as a Fatber
doth a Son in whom be delighteth.

We bave had Fathers of our Flefb, which
" correlted us, and we gave them Reverence,
fhall we not much rather be in SUB-
FECTION unto the Father of Spirits and.
Live » For they verily for a few days chaf-
tened us after their own pleafure, but be for
our profity that we might be partakers
( of the grearteft- Bleffing communicable
tous ) kis Holinefs, -
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May the God of Peace; make us. lﬂ‘rfe&
- in mr_y gml Work: ta do bis W't” a3
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