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PREFACE,

YOHN SARGENT, Efg;

Member of Parliament, &c..

Worthy SIR,

o %S the following Differtations owe
f 4 W their birth to your judicious
{‘sg A *’i % choice of the fubje&, and liberal
{{3*\/% encouragement of it, they now
naturally wait upon you for your proteétion
. and countenance. - Your original defign
- having been only to excitea noble emulation
among the youth of an infant Seminary, in
a remote part of the world, and to turn their
early attention to a matter of very high and
national importance, you will not look for-
any thing in the execution beyond their
years, their experience, Of opportunities of
information.

-

Your known candor will likewife lead
you to confider the peculiar difficulties,
arifing from the times and circumfiances, in
which thefe pieces were compofed. An act
of the Britifp parliament had become the

a2 fatal
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fatal caufe' of an unhappy breach of that

Union which had fo long fubfifted (and ever -

ought to fubfift) between the Colonies and the
mother country ; and very general were the
agitations and uneafine(s thereby produced
on this fide of the Azlantic. Even hoary age,
and men of the moft fubdued paffions among

us, admitting the moft plenary jurifdition of

a Britifh Parliament, could not, - in this par-
ticular cafe, but confider their conduét as at
leaft unkind to their American fellow fubjects,
in defiring (without any prefent neceflity
that appeared to us) to come between us and
our Sovereign, and to lay a foundation which
might eafily have been drawn into a prece-

dent for depriving us of all future oppor-

tunities of teftifying our loyalty, by the free
and voluntary grant of our own money,

If, then, fuch was the light in which the
coof and the aged confidered this matter, ex-
preffions of a warmer and more unguarded
kind might have dropt from the pens of
youth! Yet no fuch thing appears in the
following Differtations, which are laid before
the public in the genuine form and drefs
wherein they were prefented by their authors,

Nor
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Nor was it poflible that the fmalleft additions
or alterations could be made confiftent with
the plan purfued in the execution of your
truft; which plan you ought to have an
account of, and it may alfo be of ufe to
preferve it here, by way of precedent for
future occafions of the like kind.

Severar confiderations having prevented
the Truftees of the. College from propofing
your MepaLs to be contended for by the
youth, the firft year after the receipt of them;
they were at laft propofed, by an adver-
tifement as follows, viz.

College of Philadeiphia, March 6, 1766.
<« WuErEAs John Sargent, Efgq; mer-
<¢ chant in London, and member of Par-
¢ liament, hath prefented to this College a
< * GoLp MepaL, for the beft Englifh eflay
< on the reciprocal advantages of a perpetual
«« Union between Great-Britain and ber Ame-
¢« rican Colonies.----Notice is hereby given,
< by order of the Truftees, that the faid
¢ Medal will be difpofed of at the enfuing
¢ com-
* Only fo mach of the advertifement is ‘here inferted
as relates to the difpofition of the Medal, which produced

the following Effays; Mr, Sargent’s other Medal not
buing yet difpofed of.
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commencement in May, for the beft effay
that thall be produced on the fubject pro-
pofed, by any of thofe who have received
any degree, or part of their education in
this College----And as the faid fubject is
one of the moft important which can at
this time employ the pen of the patriof or
Jeholar, and is thus left open to all thefe
who have had any conneétion with this
College, either as ftudents or graduates,
it is hoped, for the honour of the Seminary,
as well as their own, they will nobly exert
themfelves on afubje& fo truly animating,
which may be treated in a manner alike
interefting to good men, both here and in
the mother country,

¢« Bach candidate is defired to prefix a
motto, and a mark or device to his per-
formance, and feal it up, without his name,
in a feparate cover, He s then to put his
name under another fealed cover, writing -
on the outfide of this cover the fame motto
and mark or device, which he has prefixed
to his performance,

¢ Tur utmoft impartiality will be ob-
ferved by the Truftees and Profeflors in
¢ examining
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% examining the feveral performances, with
¢ out opening any of the covers that contain
¢ the names, till it is firft determined which
¢« of the performances is entitled to the
¢¢ Medal, and then only that cover will be
* opened on which the motto is written that
direts to the name of the perfon entitled
to the prize, which fhall be given in pub-
lic at the enfuing commencement; and
« therefore the feveral candidates are defired
¢ to fend their compofitions and names fealed
and covered as aforefaid, to the Provoft,
¢ on or before the 8th day of May.”---

(19
<<

(19

(13

Ox the 8th day of May accordingly nine
different performances were produced, on a
careful perufal of which, the three im-
mediately following were laid afide for a fe-
cond reading; after which the Medal was
unanimoufly decreed to the firft, The fecond
alfo was judged a mafterly, judicious and
fenfible performance, worthy of a Medal
alfo, if there had been another, for the fame
fubjeét; and the third was likewife greatly
approved of as a fpirited perfonﬁance, fo far
as it went; and it was agreed that the pub-
lication of both, together with the prize-

piece,
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piece, would be of fervice at this crifis; which
determination was immediately inferted in
the public papers; in purfuance whereof the
modeft and ingenious youth, who is author
of the fecond Differtation, gave leave to pub-
lith it with his name. The author of the
third Differtation, wrote, concerning his
piece, that he ¢ had but two days to {pare,
¢ from a particular hurry of bufinefs in his
¢¢ profeflion, to pfeparc itin; and that fo far
¢ from thinking it difgraced by being the
¢ third beft, he would have rejoiced, for the
¢ honor of the Seminary in which he received
< his firlt education, if all the other fix had
¢ been fuperior alfo ; and that if there were
‘ any obfervations in it which had not oc-
< curred to the other gentlemen, or were
< likely to ferve as hints for abler pens to fet
<« fo important a fubjett in a proper light, he
<« readily confented to its publication; but
« requefted, for particular reafons, that his
< name might not be annexed to it.”

Tue fourth little piece is the production
of an ingenious fon of the college, in his own
ealy unpremeditated way. e has by many
compofitions done honor to the place of his

‘ education;
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education; and by this, which was only the
fudden work of a few hours of that day, in
which the other pieces were under exami-
nation, he meant not to come in compe-
tition for the prize, but only to throw his
mite into the general ftock. After his de-
parture to Englandy fome of his friends
having defired it to be publifhed, with the
three firft pieces, it was accordingly annexed;
and had any of the authors of the other five
remaining pieces, or their triends, made the
like requc{’c they would have been indulged
in it. Indced moft of them would have
well deferved to be laid before the pub-
lic, had we not been afraid that the repetition
of many of the fame fentiments, which muft
unavoidably run through them all, on the
fame fubject, would at length become tire-
{fome to the reader.

Wz have only now to mention- the oc-
cafion of the following Eulogium. By your
own propotal, as well as by order of the
Truitees ot the College, the Medal was to
be conferred at a public commencement.
Wherefore, at the commencement, May
20th, 1766, immediately after the valedic-

b tory
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tory oration, the Hon. Joun Penwn, Elg;
Governor of the province, as Prefident of
the Truftees of the College, delivered the
Medal to the Provoft, ordering him to confer
it in public agreeable to their previous deter-
mination. The Provoft accordingly acquaint-
ed the audience that ‘the fame had been
decreed to Joun Morcan, M.D. F. R.S.
&ec. and proteflor of f the theory and practice
ot phyfic in the College of Philadelphia; and
then requefted Dr. Morgan to deliver his
Differtation in public; which being finithed,
the EvLocium accompanied the conferring
of the Medal.

o
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EULOGIUM

On the delivery of Mr. SARGENT’s Prlze-
Medal at the public Commencement in
the College of Philadclphia, May, 1766.

By WILLIAM SMITH, D. D. Pro-
volt of that College.

(Publifoed by defire.) .

8§ IR,

S the reward of your great merit
in this elegant performance, I am,
- 1n the name of the Truftees and
aculty of this College, as well as in behalf
of the worthy Donor, to beg your acceptance )
of this GoLp MEegpar---Its intrinfic value
may not be an object of much confideration
to you; but the truly honourable cireum-
ftances, by which it now becomes yours,
muft render it one of the moft valuable
Jewels in your pofieffion.

b2 ADORNED °
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Apornep tho’ you have been with honors
in diftant lands, yet we truft thofe wiil not
be the leaft acceprabie to you, which your
native country beftows.

Tuar the firtt literary prize, contended
for in this Inftjrution, fhould fail to the fharg
of one of its eldeft {fons, who, to much genius
and application, has joined much knowledge
of the world, will not feem ftrange. Yet ftill,
for the honor of the Seminary, and what will
not derogate from your honor, it will appear
that you have obtained this pre-eminence
Over no mean COMPETITors.

Some of our younger fons (among whom
we ought not to omit the name of the modeft
and candid *WaTtTs, with fome others even
of inferior flanding) have exhibited fuch vi-
gorous efforts of genius, and tread f{o ar-
dently on the heels of you and others their
feniors, that it will require the utmoft ex-
ertion of all your faculties, the continual
firaining of every nerve, if you would long
with to lead the way to them, in the great
career of Fame.

O NOBLE

% Author of the fecond of the following Differtations.
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O wozLk conteft! O happy feat of Science!
to behold fuch a di ‘ine emulation among thy
fons, kindled by the ardent defire of glory,
and fupported on thofe liberal principles
which rrue Literature alone can infpirg!

Mucs do we owe to you, Gentlemen, on
this occafion, much every way---much for the
pams you have taken to do honor to the
place of your education; and much for the
public teftimony you have given in its favor,
declaring that kere you have imbibed the true
principles of Liberty, and have learned from
your ¢ early fyouth that your head, your
< heart and your hand fhould ever be at the
< fervice of your country”--«

True it is, Gentlemen, that we have pub-
lickly inculeated---and it was our duty w0
inculcate, on you, ¢ that |jif there be any
s¢ ching on this earth fuited to the pative dig-
¢ nity of the human mind, and worthy of con-

‘¢ tention,

1 See Dr. Morgan's Differtation, who was one of the

firlt graduates.

| Thefe quotatlon.s are from a charge delivered by

the author of this Eulogium, to the firft clafs of gra-

" duates in the College of Philadelphia, Muy 17th, 1757-
Dr. Morgan was one of this clafs.
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< tention, it muft be to affert the caufe of
« Religion and Truth; to fupport the fun-
¢¢ damental rights and liberties of mankind;
¢ and to firive for the conftitution of your
¢ country, and a government by known laws,

< freely confented to by yourfelves, or your
¢ certain delegates.”

We have exhorted you, ¢ when your
¢ country calls, to be all eye and ear and
“ heart and voice and hand, in a caufe fo
¢ glorious; proceeding with a manly and
¢ intrepid {pirit, with a fervent and en
¢ lightened zeal; fearlefs of danger, un-
¢ daunted by oppofition, and convincing
¢ the world that Liberty is your unconquer-
<¢ able delight, and that you are fworn foes

< to every {pecies of bondage either of body
< or of mind.”

- But however much it might have been onr
duty to deliver leflons of this kind, fmall
would have been the honour we fhould have
derived from them, if you, Gentlemen had not
nobly called thofe leflons forth into Action,
demonttrating by your Zwing example, that
the education you received in this place,

¢ was
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‘was not a mere art of furnifhing ‘the

¢ Head, but a true dxfc1plme of the Life and’
¢¢ Manners.”

Trury delicate and difficult, we confefs
was the {ubje@ prefcribed to you------to
treat of “ the reciprocal advantages of a
¢ perpetual Unton between Great-Britain
¢ and her American Colonies,” at a time when
a fatal Mifunderftanding had untwifted all
the cords of that Union, and the minds of
many were too much inflamed. This difficulty
was likewife encreafed to us by other con-
fiderations.

Great-Britain, who, by her liberality, had
raifed this College from a helplefs to a flou-
rithing  ftate, had an undoubted demand on
us, in our particular capacity, for all the re-
turns of gratitude. Yet we could not, we durft
not, divert the ftreams of Learning from their
facred courie. Our country, nay all dmerica,

had a right to demand that thofe {treams
“fhould be direéted pure along, to water the
goodly Trer ofF LiBerry, nor ever be
fuffered to cherith any foul weed, that would
choak its growth,
In
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In this moft difficult conjunéture, we res
joice to behold you, in your early youth,
exercifing all the temper and prudence of the
moft experienced Patriots; freely and duti-
fully acknowledging in behalf of the mother
country, that, ¢ *as the defign of colonizing,
¢ was not to found a #new empire, but to ex-
«¢ tend the o/d, the Colonies owe obedience
 under all conftitutional and legal reftric-
¢ tions, and a due iubordination in all com.
 mercial purpofes;” yet firmly afferting
in behalf of the Colonies that they °¢ are
¢ entitled, in return, to the full and free
*¢ enjoyment of BriTisa LiserTy, and ne-
¢ ceflary proteétion from all external violence
¢ .._.and that a policy which would enfure
¢t a fmall immediate revenue, at the expence
<« of a great, though indirect, national gain,
* is mean and fordid, unworthy of the gene-
¢¢ rous enterprizing {pirit of a commercial
¢¢ pnation;” and radically deftructive ot the
mutual confidence.

WE rejoice that ever we had the leaft thare
in forming fentiments hike thefe, which have
led you to draw the true line, and power-

fully

& See Differtation third.
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fully to fhew that on the everlafting bafis of
veciprocal Intereft, and a participation of con-
Jitutional privileges, and on this alone, our
Union fhall be perpetuated, and “ our ¥
¢ bleeding wounds healed up, without fo
¢¢ much as a fcar by way of remembrance.”

Here you have fhewn yourfelves entitled
to the name of true Sons or LieerTy----
Sons oF LiserTy INDEED! neither betray-
ing her {acred caufe on the one hand, nor de-
generating 1nto chentzouﬁzgfs on the other---

Tur occafion now calls me to addrefs
a few things to you, Gentlemen, who have
juft received your degrees in this Seminary;
but I would not trefpafs on the patience of
this candid audience.

You have obferved the honors to which Ii-
terary merit, and integrity of principles, have
already advanced thofe who have gone be-
fore you in their ftudies here; and you can-
not but be fenfible, that of all the glories
refle¢ted on this Inftitution, we judge thofe
the moft folid and tranfporting which we
derive from our own fons.

€2 1'HE

* See Mr, WatTs’s Diflertation,
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THe time is fait approaching, and ¥ truft
your bofoms now glow for it, when you too
fhall, in your turn, have an oppcrtunity of
doing honour to your education, by your
condu in public life. When that tine fhall
come, educated as you have been in the prin-
ciples of found Liberty, permit us to pro-
mife ourielves, that you will ever think it
your glory, to be enlifted under her banners,
and to follow her exalted call.

WuaT wehaveoften given in folemn ctarge
to thofe who have gone before you, and what
you have often heard delivered in the courfe
of your ftudies here, is, I hope, engraven on
your memories, and need not now be re-
peated.

You will confider all arts, all fciences, all
eloquence, all philofophy, as intended to difs
cipline the foul for eternity, and fo far as they
center not ultimately in this grand view, they *
are at beft but empty trifles. Always look
on the feriptures of God as that mafter fyftem
of knowledge, by which all other wifdom is
to be regulated and perfeted. b .

Iy
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ix whatever ftation of life you are, we
hope you never will forget your obligations
to this feminary, which will travail, as it were
in pain for you, till you appear on the the-
atre of aéion with dignity ; and will expect
to find its own children and fons, at leaft,
among the number of its friends--------
We with you every felicity, and bid you
farewell.-----

Axp here 1 ought to conclude----But the
joyous occafion calls me to return particular
thanks to this fplendid audiencefor the coun-
tenance they have given us this day ; and to
congra ulate them on the glorious and happy
turn in the affairs of 4merica, whereof yefter-
day + gave us the certain and confirmed
accounts,

Wuen 1 look back on the dreadful ftate
of fufpence, in which thefe Colonies have
been fo long agitated ; when, in the room of
foreboding doubt and painful follicitude, I
behold joy in every look, the clouds difperf-
ed, the fun breaking in upon us again, and

C an

4+ The account of the repeal of the American ftamp-
a® was received at Philadelphia, the day before the de-
livery of this Elogium, viz, May 19, 1766.



[ap -
an aflembly around me in which every man,
rejoices to falute his neighbour as Free
------- I Feel, 1 Feel, a {fympathy unutter=

able, and an exultation of foul never felt
before !

O croriousday! O happyAmerica! if now
we but know how to prize our happinefs----
The unguarded fallies of intemperate zeal
will foon be forgotten ; but the ftedfaft, the
noble, the patriotic efforts of cool and good
men, in the vindication of native and confti-

tutional rights, will more and more claim

the regard of all the Free, in every clime and
age ; and. perhaps be confecrated by time into
one of the brighteft tranfactions of our ftory;
afferting our pedigree, and fhewing that we
were worthy of having been defcended from
the illuftrious ftock of Britons !

Tz caufe of Liberty, Civil and Religiougy
is the caufe of Britain herfelf----nay it is the
caufe of heaven ; and itwaswith inexpreflible
fatisfaction that I beheld more than one of the
gentlemen, who have written on the ties of
Union between Grrat-Britain and her co-
lonies, deriving a very capital argument from
- the ties of a Common Religion.

- WHEN



F m )

Waen 1 review the hiftory of the world,
and look onthe progrefs of Knowledge, Free-
dom, Arts and Sciences, I cannot but bhe
ftrongly perfuaded that Heaven has yet glo-
rious purpoles to ferve thro’ dmerica,

CiviLLiberty, the Proteftant Religion, the'
principles of Toleration, in their purity, ho-
norable as they are to human nacure, fubfift
but in few places of the globe; and Gres-
Britain is their principal refidence.

UnDER her aufpices they were tranfplanted
into America ; where they have got firm
root, and are flourithing into immenfe growth
and will bring fuch an acceffion of ftrength
to the general caufe of Liberty and Pro-
teftantifm, that we truft no power on earth
thall ever be able to prevail againft their
united ftrength.

&
Tar1s {fentiment, it is hoped, will more and

more gain ground among good men both
here and in the mother country ; convincing
them that to check the fpirit of Freedom, or
difcourage the propagation of knowledge here

in America, would,onthe partof Greaz-Britain,
' be
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beto wound her own members, and weaken or
deftroy that glorious public fyftem of Truth,
Freedom and Happinefs, whereof fhe is
the Guardian and the head ! ;

AnimaTep by thefe principles, and guided
by an enlightened zeal, it will become us
to manifeft our gratitude and love to the mo-
ther country, by every means in our poyer,
Let us make our moderation known to all the
world ; bending our whole thoughts to a
virtuous induftry, beneficial to ourfelves
and to Great Briiain; atting ¢ as Free, but
<¢ not ufingour liberty as acloak of malicious-
nefs” or of Licentioufsnefs,

b
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DISSERTATION I

On the reciprocal ADVANTAGES
©F A

PERPETUAL UNION

BETWEEN

CREHAT -BRITAIN
AND

% Her AMERICAN COLONIES.

‘3’*“” i *‘EV ER hath the caufe of Liberty Introduftion.
‘i N § employed the pen of any of her

% yotaries upon a fubje¢t of greater
Priveds importance to Britain and her Co-
lonies, than the reciprocal advantages of which ‘
a perpctual UNION between them muft
neceffarily be produétive. To inveftigate
thefe advantages, and to place them in a clear
and confpicuous point of view, requires much
{kill and ingenuity, and affords ample {cope
for a vigorous exertion of the brighteftgenius,
affited and improved by the moft extenfive
literature. A competent knowledge of the

greatand fundamental pringiples of govern-
A ment

.r'




Motives tor
this undertak-

ing.

Further mo-
tive,
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ment, of the nature of the Britifb conftitution,
the particular rights and privileges of the
feveral Colonies, together with the hiftory of
their produce, trade and commerce, is indifs
penfably neceflary to fuch an undertaking, Vi

Unequat as I am to the arduous tafk,and
trembling, left the fubject fhould fuffer under
my unpra@ifed hand, I have been almoft
tempted to decline it; but when I confider
myfclf at once as a Briton and an American,
and refle€t upon the invaluable privileges and
benefits, to which, in both thefe characters
and capacities, I am fo happy as to be en-
tituled, every apprehenfion vanifhes ; an ho-
neft confidence takes place, and I venture to_
deliver my fentiments, rude and unpohihed
as they are, upon this interefting theme,
depending for fuccefs upon that love of li-
berty, and that warm zeal for my country’s
welfare, with which my bofom does, and, I
truft, will always glow. ’Tis this alone gives '
me reafon to hope for that candour from my
dear countrymen, to which 1 am well con-
vinced my poor abilities can lay no claim.

Bur I have an additional incentive to this A
undertaking : for I am ‘called to it, as the fon
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of an Inftitution, wherein I imbibed the true
principles of Liberty, and was taught to ad-
mire the beauty and excellency of that civil
conftitution, in which the governing powers
mutually controul, and are controuled by
each other, in which the rights of prince and
people are accurately difcriminated, and li-
berty and property effectually fecured by a
government of laws, not of men; in which
civil and religious rights and privileges are
held facred and inviolable, and declared to be
no lefs the birth-right of the meaneft fubject,
in the moft diftant and obfcure corner of the
realm, than of the higheft courtier that bafks-
in the fun-fhine of royal favour.

THis Britifb American feminary, which was
founded upon thefe principles, and is carcful
to tranfmit them pure and uncorrupted to all
her children, is juftly intituled to a greater
" tribute from me than I have it in my power
to pay. She has often inculcated this leflon
upon my youth, That my head, my hand
and my heart fhould be at the fervice of my
country.” My head and my hand perhaps
may fail of rendering her fuch affiltances as

fhe receives from better heads and abler
; A2 hands :



The plan of
treating the
fubject.
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hands : but the prefent occafion will, at leaft,
enable me to thew, that I have an heart ag
deeply interefted in my country’s welfare, as
any of her fons. ’Tis upon this principle
alone, that I ftand a candidate for the honours

~which are now propofed * to the beft dif &

fertation on the reciprocal advantages of a
perpetual Union between Great-Britain and
her colonies.”

In treating of this important fubject, was I
to enter upon afull and compleat enumera-
tion of all thefe advantages, I (hould doubtlefs
exceed the limits ufually prefcribed to per-
formances of this nature. The principal
arguments that I fhall advance in favour of
this perpetual union, fhall be derived from
one or other of thefe two fources.

Firft, From a confideration of the nature
and extent of the Commerce that fubfifts
between Great-Britain and her Colonies, and
the amazing increafe of riches and power
which they reciprocally derive from that Com-
mierce.

Secondly, From the glorious profpect of

the advancement of the Proteftant Religion,
which
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which they profefs, and fpreading the Gofpel
in its purity, through the vaft benighted re-
gions of this weftern world.

But a full difcuflion of the feveral argu-
" ments to be drawn even from thefe two
fources, would require a volume, inftead of
a thort differtation. I fhall therefore confine
myfelf chiefly to thofe which may be drawn
from the firft fource, and only touch upon the
fecond, in the clofe of the performance.

In the firft place then, if we do but take a
general view of the prefent flourithing con-
dition of the Colonies, and refle¢t upon the
very {fmall beginnings from which they have
rofe, in fo thort a time, to fuch a height as
now renders them the richeft jewel in the
" crown of ‘Britain; if we confider the figure
that New-England, New-York, the Ferfeys,
Pennfylvania, Maryland, Virginia, dnd Caro-
lina make at this day, compared with the
ftate of thefe countries in the hands of their
original proprietors; if we attend a little to
the amazing increafe of their inhabitants,
their produéts and exports, the prodigious
quantties of manufactures they take off
‘ from

A general
view of the
prefent ftate
of the colonies
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from England, and the ballance of trade
which fhe obtains from their commodities,
the thipping this commerce requires, the fea- -
men it raifes, the mouths it feeds, the hands -
it employs, and the accumulated wealth which
it brings to thoufands, nay millions of fub-
jects, we cannot but be fully convinced of
the vaft importance and advantage of a per-

petual Union between Great-Britain and her
American colonies,

Their great

improvement. CAN the warmeft imagination form to 1tfelf

an idea of aught more fublime and dchghtful
than thofe happy effects which commerce,
and the full enjoyment of civil and religious
liberty, have fo fuddenly produced in coun-¢
tries, which were not long fince the dreary 1
haunts of favage beafts and favage men,
Where ignorance and barbarity frowned over
the uncultivated earth, gay fields now {mile,
bedécked in the yellow robe of full-eared har-
veft; cities rife niajei‘tic to the view; fleets too
croud the capacious harhour with their fwell-
ing canvas, and {fwarms of cheartul inhabitants
cover the fhore with monuments of their’
induftry, through a long tract of two thou-

fand miles.
From
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Fiom this general view of the amazing
increafe of our American Colonies, I naturally
proceed to a particular detail of the advan-

tages which are derived from them to the
mother country.,

CerTAIN it is, that nothing ean contribute
more to the flourtfhing ftate of any trading
nation, than the eftablithing of fettlements in
foreign parts. Experience evinces the truth
of this. Their American plantations hereto-
fore rendered the Portuguefe and Spaniards rich
and powerful ; and thefe are now, not only
the greateft and conftant, but almoft the only
fource of their wealth. Nor have either the

" French or Dutch been inattentive to this im-
portant objet. Witnefs the fettlements of
the latter in the Eaft-Indies, which, by their
application to commerce, under the bleflings
of a moderate government, in a few fcore
years, from the low and diftre[fed fiates of Hol-
land, rendered them bigh and mighty. Witnefs

" the efforts which France made the laft war

for the conqueft of America, a prize worthy
to be contended for by the moft powerful
nations. The city of Tyre, < whofe mer-

chants were as princes, and her great men
the

A dct:ul of the
fubject.

Advantages of
planting colo«
nies.



Particularly to
Great-Britain.
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the honourable of the earth,” was, like Greaz-
Britain, fituated upon an ifland, and like
Great-Britain, maintained the dominion of the
fea by her commerce, The principal feat of
her trade, and great fource of her wealth,
was the noble colony of Carthage, which fhe ;
founded; the power and naval ftrength of
which was carried to fuch a height, by means v
of commerce, that forty years were {pent by
the Romans, betore they were able to fubduc
this mighty people. +

To a nation fituated on an ifland, as Greaté"<j
Britain is, accommodarted with every convc—
niency for trade, the eftablifhing of forelgn '. |
plantations to promote her commerce is par- "
ticularly beneficial, fince the inhabitants have “
no other way of conveying abroad their pro- &
du@ and manufaltures but by navxoratlon, ‘
which breeds feamen, and brings in wealth to
maintain them. This renders England con-
fiderable by her fleets, refpected by her allies, 4
and the fcourge of her enemies. Such hands E
therefore as are employed for thofe ufeful
purpofes, deferve all kind of encouragement; |
for on the pillars of her commerce depend the
fafety and ftrength of England.

Oxnf:

4 Preceptor Vol 2, On Trade and Commeree.
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- Ong of the moft confiderable advantages Oneofthemoft
9 eonfiderable.
' therefore, which Great-Britain derives from
~ her American colonies, arifes from their fup-
_"}plymg her with commodities of her own,
- whereby a vaft treafure is faved to the nation,
whlch would otherwife be fpent in foreign
ingdoms.

1IN North-America, we have almoft every Natural ad
“kind of climate as well as foil, to the extent Yoo "
f feven hundred leagues or upwards, on the

a-coalt, from North to South. Thefe lands

re capable of the greateft improvement by
cultivation. They yield fome of the moft

waluable commodities for trade, and fuch as

i

%;e in the higheft demand in other countries,

ch as cotton, filk, indigo, rice, and great

‘quality; and the number of commodities

inight be ealily. augmented. Vines are natural ,
§ to many parts of the country; a variety of 4

- medicinal drugs, gums and plants, is not
‘wanting; flax for - linen, and hemp for .
ordage, are brought here to very great per-

ection ; the woods yield materials for fhips,

' houfes and cabinet work; the pine trees will

* turnifh a plenty of mafts and yards, with

; ypitch, turpentine, tar and rofin. The woods
e allo



alfo abound in game; furs, and all forts o
peliry are furnithed from hence. In th
bowels of the earch there are mines of iro.
copper and coal, in great abundancc;the‘r |
are various forts of ufeful earths for bricks
and tiles, and a variety of ufeful ftones for
bulding. Laftly, North-America has fpal '
ous an‘} fafe harbours for thipping; and navr
gable rivers varioufly interfect the country,
to facilitate the communication from one pa rt
to the other.

Its convenien- - Now if the planting of colonies is fo ben
cies for fettling A

of colunies.  ficial to 2 commercial people~ if thefe

bl fied Wlth a fertile foil, and a variety .,,_
he.lthy climates, is particularly calculated fo
the planting, growth and increafe of colonies,x i

proved of the utmoft advantage to Gres _
Eritain. Nor is {fuch a conclufion void of
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mparing the prefent condition of Eyoling
with what it was, whilt yet fhe had no
antations.
Berore that period, it is computed that o o
he people of London did not exceed one fixth e hadany co-
art of their prefent number. England was A e
en obliged to pay to foreigners for all the
ommodities fhe now ge's from Aunerica, at
moft exorbitant price, and now exports thole
| very goods to the very fame nations from
~ which fhe was wont to get them. Itis in--
enioufly obferved by an able pen, that rum,
fugar and tobacco, if we had no plantations,
would prove fo many iffues to drain us of our
irculating cath, which are now the fources of

Ar the time when queen Elizabe:h entered Tn queen Eli-
pon her government, the cuftoms produced “#%4° /8%
but thirty-fix thoufand pounds a year, a fum

far lefs than what one of her colonies now

' brings into the treafury. The legal interet -

~ of money was then at 12 per cent. It is now

- but 5, and England abounds in riches. Her

X :.;',ﬂa:ipping too is increafed to the moft aftonifh-

\ ing degree. In the year 1575, queen Eliza-

%’” betl’s time, the whole royal navy confifted but

g B2* of

e
.



hundred and twenty-two fail, carrying twelve |

The colonies
are ufeful in
taking off the
manufactures
of Great-Bri-
{ain.

fodee

twenty-four fhips, and all the thipping thenin
England, both great and {mall, fell fhort of
eight hundred fail; a number not equal to
half the veflels which are employed at this
time to carry on the commerce of Awerica,
According to an abftract made about thirty ;‘
years ago,™ the royal navy confifted of three

thoufand two hundred and feventy pieces of ¢
cannon; and fince that time has been conti
nually increafing.  If the whole royal navy
had been in commiffion at the end of the laft
war, and manned to its full compliment
it could not have amounted to much lefs than
one hundred thoufand feamen.

AvtHOUGH the manufattures of Fugland
are, within a very few years, prodigioufly
augmented, the plantations alone take off near
one half. By their confumption of Englifh ma- %
nufactures, great are the advantages which re-
dound to Great-Britain from her empire in
America.  The plantation trade is by far the
moft valuable of any whereof England can
boaft the enjoyment. What we may place
great ftrefs upon, it is continually improving. . A

NEE

~ ¥ See the Preceptor on Trade and Commerce, Vol. 2.

’
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It is a mine in which we ftill find richer and
nobler veins.  'Whilit other {prings of com-
merce are drying up, this overflows. Ttis
permanent, whilft others are fhifting place.
What crowns its value, it is our .own, In
which other nations cannot rival Exngland, nor
can they deprive her of it.

e

#\ Grear as the prefent prbdu& of our trade

. is, it might be made much more beneficial,

. asit is computed by intelligent writggs, that

above a million annually might be faved or
added to the ftock, by a proper encourage-

" ment of many articles that might be raifed in

4

America. By the purchafe of them abroad,
we contribute to enrich other nations, who
_ extort very exorbitant fums from us, and who
have it in their power to difappoint us of
them, perhaps, when they become moft ne-
~ ceffary to us.

. Sgrinc then, from the preceeding account
of the colonies, England may be fupplied
from thence with fome of the moft valuable
commoditics, fuch as raw filk from Georgia,
for her own manufatures; hemp for cordage,

‘j""iron for various arts, a great abundance of

naval ftores of all kinds from Pennfylvania,
Carolina,

(R

04

The dAmerican
trade may be
rendered fhill
more beneficial

I: is impolitic
toimport Ame-
rican COMMO-
dities from 0=
ther nations.



Pitch, tar and
turpentine.

Lot

Carolina, New Ferfey, New-2 ork, and New-
England, as planks, timber, mafts, yards, and
all materials for fhip-building, it is a reflec-
tion on our politics to expend our money with
other nations for thefe articles. For hemp,
indeed, exported from the plantations a
bounty has lately been allowed by par- &
liament, from which England will unquef-
tionably derive great benefit to herfelf. =
The fame encouragement will ptoduce the
fame gbod effet in regard to iron and pot- °
athes. A bounty allowed on thefe articles,
though inconfiderable, muft foon be reim- =
burfed manifold, by faving vaft fums of
money yearly remitted to foreigners for thefe
commodities.

Tue bounty allowed upon pitch, tar and
turpentine, has brought the price of thefe &
commeodities in England to ten fhillings fter- 3
ling a barrel, which ufed to amount to hf;y Al
fhillings ; for which too was paid ready money,
This regulation theretore prevents five times
the fum of its coft from going out of the king- | |
dom to Sweden and other northern powers
and aids the colonies to maké returns for the §.
immenfe quantity of goods fent to them from

England, |
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England. 'The above articles now come fo
cheap to the fhip-builders of Great-Britain,
that the charge is hardly felt by them; and
the bounty that is paid by the nation on the
importation of thofe commodities, is doubly
‘repaid by leflening the proportion between
the importation and exportation that was
againft us in thefe articles, which is called
the ballance of trade.+ It is agreed by

"“:».‘all who pretend to underfland trade, fays

3

Lt

;F

i
.

k

judge Littleton, that a country does then grow
gich, and then only, when the commodities
exported out of it are of more value than
thofe that are imported into it.”f It is but

. wifdom therefore in Britain to encourage the

. raifing of every commodity in America, of
which fhe ftands in need herfelf, or which
may increafe the ballance of trade in her
favour.

Axp here we may properly take notice of
the confiderable advantages derived from an
interchange of manufacures and commodi-
ties between Great-Britain and America. The

“labour that is neceffary in manufactures, the
: expenfive

+ Introduction to the Briti/h Empire in America.
1 Judge Littleton’s Treatife on the Groans of the Plan-
tations.

Ballance of
trade, what.

Benefits of an
interchange of
manvfactures
and commodi-
ties.
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from the hands
they pafsthro™.

The export of
American com-

modities re-
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cexpenfive carriage and different hands they

pafs through, muft greatly heighten their
value. Whilft commodities generally employ
but one fet of people, manufactures employ
many. They afford a fubfiftance to the
poor, colle¢t people into villages, extend the
buildings of towns and cities, improve the
foil, enhance the property of landlords, and
create a confiderable intercourfe between
artificers and merchants. The confumers of
Englifb woolen manufactures in America, are
obliged to pay about 75 per cent. advance on
the firft coft, by way of profit to the different
hands, which thefe manufactures pafs thro’

before they arrive to them, viz. To the wool- *

ftapler, the clothier, the woolen draper; thes
merchants in England and America, for freight
and infurance, and to the retailer. ‘This
calculation is made by an ingenious and in-
telligent merchant of Philadelphia, well verfed
in this fubjet. "Whence it appears, that
manufalturers are not .more valuable in
themfelves, than from the number of perfons
they fupport.

Hewnce it follows likewife, that while

Great-Britain is employed in manufatures,
America

£

»
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America ought to be encouraged in raifing
all forts of commodities, and exporting them
to Britain. By which means the mother
country will be {fupplied with materials for
carrying on her manufactures, and the Colo-
nies be enabled to purchafe thofe manufactures
- of which they ftand in need; and thus they
will become reciprocally neceffaiy to each
other.

It is judged, that the whole trade of fme-
rica to all parts of the globe employs, one
year with another, above two thoufand fail of
Englifb ‘thips, by which treafures of greater
wealth are conveyed to Brifain, than are de-
rived from Mexico or Peru. The amount of
' /the cafh and bills of exchange, and of the
. commodities fent to England in payment for
her goods, and of the duties on thefe com-
g modities, cannot be lefs than two millions
;{jf"vearlyf.’ From the commodities of America,

v

i& chiefly manufatured in Ewgland, and con-
- veyed through innumerable channels of trade
to every quarter of the globe, Great-Britain

~ acquires immenfe wealth, keeps up a fpirit of
~induftry among her inhabitants, and is en*
? abled to fupport mighty fleets, great in peace

" and formidable in war.,
G Bur

i

# .

The trrade of
America with
England
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Bur further, the Zmerican Colonies are not
only very beneficial to the trade of Britain in
time of peace, but are highly advantageous to
her in cafe of war with France or Spain, theé
moft common and natural enemies of Britain.
The very fituation of the Britifh iflands in
America renders it eafy to annoy thofe of the
French or Spaniards. 'The continental Colo-
nies too, on an emergency, are able to furnith
many thoufand brave men, who, when joined
by any body of regular forces from England,
and convoyed by a Britifb {quadron, would ef-
fectually thake the French and Spanifh domi-
nions, both in North and South- America. This
has been done, and may be done again, when
any future provocation calls them to unite
their force with that of Britain againft their
common enemy. Thus it appears, I think,
with the higheft degree of evidence, that

Britain owes much of her well-being, her

riches and her power, to her American colo-

nies. ’Tis from her union with them fhe

draws the finews of war, whereby fhe is

enabled ro conquer and prefcribe terms of

peace to her enemies, and to fix her glory
upon a fure and lafting bafis.

But
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Bur if, from what bas been faid, it appeats
to be the intereft of Britain to perpetvate her
union with her Colonies in America, it will
appear no lefs maaifeft, by the fequel, that
it is the interelt of thofe Colonies to perpe-
tuate their union with Britain.

Tue American Colonies, by the fupport and
commerce of Britain, have emerged, as it
were, out of darknefs into light, and in lefs
than two centuries have become a numerous
and happy people. Between two and three
millions, at leaft, of fubjels, by tranfplan-
tation from Europe, and by natural increafé,
now, inhabit thefe colonies. For this in-
creafe of numbers, wealth and power, they
~are indebted originally to Britain, from
" whence they derived their mild government,
~ their cqual laws and fecure property. Muft
they not then naturally defire a perpetual
union with their mother country, whilft they
 tafte the fweets of Britifb diberty, and enjoy
the advantages of her trade and commerce.

Anp this leads me to mention another rea-

" fon why the Colonies: thould with to perpe-

tuate their union with Britain, wviz. the
~ confiderable benefit which they derive from

 the Britifb manufactures. The price of labour
(27 in

It is the inte-
reft of the
American Co-
lonies to per-
petuate their
union with
Great-Britain,

Proved from
the tupport &
commeice of
England.

The demand
for Britifb ma-
nufactures.
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in America is too great to allow the inhabi- |
tonts to manufacture for themfelves. ‘They
fupplv all their wants from Britein, and are
enabled to make good remittances by their
commodities, which might otherwife lie ufe-
lefs on their hands.

Acain, were the American colonies to be
confidered as having no union or connettion
with Britain, what power could fecure them =
trom her conquering arm, whenever fhe was
difpofed to ftretch it forth? But while thc,\"
Union is perpetuated between them, and the
colonies are confidered as a part of the Britifh.
empire, Britain furely, by her formidable
fleets, and brave and difciplined armies, could 3
afford them fpeedy fuccour in the day of
danger, and effectually fecure them from the
hoftile attempts of any power in Europe. 1
afk once more then, muft not‘the colonies

+ naturally defire a perpetual union with their

An erroncous
principle con-
fidered.

mother country, fince it is from her they
enjoy the fweets of Britifb liberty, the ad-
vantages of Britifhs commerce, and the pro-
tection of Britifb power?

I mave faid the lefs of the importance of

Great-Britain to the American Colonies, bes
: caufe
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caufe this is a fubject, upon which every
writer feems to be agreed; whereas there
have been fome narrow, fhort-fighted poli-
ticians, who have attempted to diminith the
importance of the colonies to Great-Britain.
"Tis for this reafon, that I have entered upon
a more minute detail of the latter, and have
moreover {ubjoined to the end of this differ-
tation, an Appendix, containing a fummary
view of the American commerce, the produce
and exports of the feveral colonies, whereby
the national ftock is fo confiderably aug-
mented, ;

- Tuus have 1 endeavoured to point out the
reciprocal advantages of a perpetual union
between Great- Britain and her Colonies, from
a particular view of the nature and extent of
the commerce that fubfifts berween them,
and the vaft acceffions of wealth and power
which they reciprocally derive from - that
‘commerce. I have thewn how necefiary they
are to one another, and that they muft {uffer
and deciine in proportion as the prefent union
betwixt them is weakened or deftroyed. I
have only to add further, under this head, a
few obfervations upon the moft probable
methods of preferving and perpetuating this

union.
/ WitH

’#

Conclufions te
be drawn from
this view of
commerce.
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Witn refpet to Great-Britain, 1 think,
the fureft method fhe can take to preferve
this union inviolate is to, confider the intes
refts of dmerica as her owR, to encourage the
willing obedience of a dutiful and loyal peo-
ple, by equal laws and a free and open
commerce, rather than attempt, by unequal
laws and too fevere reftri&ions, to force an

unwilling fubjection. The- ballance of trade

will return more clear money from the me-

rican Colonies, than can be extorted from -
them either by armies, taxes or tribute. “Ig

is more fafe, as well as virtuous, to accept the
chafte embraces of conjugal affection, than
by violence to extort forbidden pleafures,

which commonly fail the expectations.”| " “*

It is an illjudged policy, therefore, which
would prevent the Colonies from enriching
themfelves by trade at the expence of their
neighbours. For thefe are only the channels
through which the riches of foreign nations
are poured into the coffers of *Britain. Agd
if thefe channels are once dried up, the
watchful enemies and rivals of Brz;am would
foon avail themielves of our errors, Com-

merce, once forced from her wonted courfe, is
feldom

|1‘ Cato’s letters.

&
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feldom or never brought info it again. Fo-
reigners would foon ufurp our trade, and
thrive in proportion as we decline.

To fecure the liberty and property of all
its {fubjects is, or ought to be, the end of every
government. So long as this end is kept in
view, {o long are the people united by the
firmeft bond of fociety, the intéreft of the
whole. This end muft be the common
flandard, by which the particular a&ions of
the feveral members towards ‘each other
ought to be regulated. Particular ranks of
men have particular feelings peculiar to
themfelves, and often contrary to the - inte-
refts and feelings of the reft of the fociety,
and therefore have no right to make, and
much lefs to impole laws on their fellow-
fubjects, inconfiftent with and oppofite to
thofe interefts and thofe feelings; therefore a
{fociety, government or real public, muft
confift of treemen, chufing or confenting to
laws themfelves. “ To watch over fach a
fyftem, and to promote its good as much as
lies in our power, to refift every encroach-
ment on it, and to defend it to the utmoft, is

the political duty of every citizen.”f But
to

1 See Preceptor, Vol. 2, on Ethics.

What is, or
ought to be
the end of go-
vernment,

and common
ftandard of
action.
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to facrifce the intercfts of one part to thofe ”
of another part weakens the affection of fub- 2
je&s, inasmuch as the prefervation of owr -
rights, the fecurity of our perfons, liberties =
and property, on the one hand, and obedience =
to government, on the other hand, are there-
ciprocal duties of the rulers and ruled.

Ir the fuperftruéture of a government be ':

neral intereft of the whole community, it can 4
not be durable. Like the image of Daniel’s |
vifion, the head whereof was of fine gold, the
belly and thighs of brafs, the legs of iron, °
and the fect part of iron and part of clay, =
which cannot cleave together, it muft, when
imote upon, be broken to pieces. But the |
conftitution of a country, in which the hap,-‘f
pinefs of the whole community is regarded,
Is like a firm oak that withftands the fury of
the jarring elements roufed up into a ftorm;
‘fixes its roots deeper in its native earth, and.
lifts its majeflic. head to the {kies. Whilft
this principle is kept up in its full vigour, it
will endure the thocks of contending nation‘s:,y‘k
and be {till more firmly eftablithed. It will |
yield to nou}ght but time, before which ‘thc‘:"
¢ Sun himfelf {hall fail, and nature fink inj‘
Aycars.” WHEf;Y 3
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Wazn the public is fafe and trade encou-
raged, every man participates of the common
felicity, and has means of acquiring property.
The riches of a good King confift in the
wealth of his fubjects. The affections of his
people are his fecurity and happinefs. All
they poffefs, their fortune and property, are
at his difpofal, becaufe they are employed
to fecure both him and themfelves. A wife
government ought therefore to fecure the
pofleflion of property, and raife no taxes but

- what they fhall fee a real neceflity for doing,
and continue them no longer than that ne-
ceflity requires. It fhould be done in a man-
ner moft agreeable to the fentiments of the

_people, who beft know what they can en-

- dure; for a virtuous and public fpirit, a
fpirit of Liberty, is the chief, if not the only
fupport of a country.+

SuouLp any ignorant or felfifh politicians in
the mother country ever have influence
enough to get fuch laws enalted, as would
bear hard upon the liberty or property of the
Colonies; this meafure would doubtlefs have
a natural tendency to fow the feeds of dif-

D : content

4 See €ato’s letters on the fubjet of Liberty.

Which is the
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pernicious.
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content among them, and to alienate theif
affeCtions.  Inftead of confidering Britain
then as conneéted with them by the natural
ties of a mother country, they would begin
to look upon her as a foreign power, treating
them as her tributaries, and attempting to
enflave them. For the fame noble fpirit of
freedom, which actuates an Englifbman, born
in the ifland of Britain, beats in every pulfe
and pants in every breaft of the Britifh fub- =
je&s in America. Add to this, the Colonies ki
were fettled upon a prefumption, that th&'”{
fame extenfive privileges, which were origi- -
nally granted to them, fhould not in after-
times be contracted or withdrawn. When
Great-Britain has attained to fuch a pitch of
grandeur by the induflry and fuccefs of her
Colenies, as hath rendered her the admiration
and envy of her neighbours, would it be con-
fiftent with the maxims of juffice, tor her to,:
refume the privileges fthe has granted, under 1
which they have fo amazingly flourithed, and
which they have never forfeited? No, the
richts of Americons are eftablithed on the
fame foundation with thofe of Briiain herfelf.
She cannot violate them, without, at the fame

time, undermining her own conftitution; and
the

Mk o
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the fame fword that is fheathed in the bowels
of America muft inevitably pierce the vitals
ot Britain too, Far other returns,however,
may be hoped for by a people, whofe com-
~merce has proved fo beneficial to Britain
who have, ar the expence of fo much treafure
and fo much blood, affifted her in gaining a
- compleat afcendency over their common ene-
my. They are a people too, who contributed
much by their bravery, in a former war, to
procure an honourable and unlooked for
peace to their mother country, when fhe was
of herfelf in no condition to prefcribe her own
terms.*®

- Twaus it appears, that the moft effectual
- method, which Great Britain can take to per-
petuate her union with the Colonies, is to
continue them in the full exercife of thofe
liberties and privileges, both with refpeét to
commerce and taxes, which they have hither-
to enjoyed; and to do nothing that can juftly
; D2 be

% The ifland of Cape-Breton, which was efteemed the
Dunkirk of America, was taken by the troops of New-
England, with little or no afliltance from home; and this
was all the Exglifh had to reftore to France at the ureaty
of Aix la Chapelle, 1748, for the reltitution ot Bergen op-
2o to her allies, and for other terms of peace.

A violation of
the dmerican_
rights impolt-
tice
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be looked upon as a violation of their rights, -
which might end in a breach of this defirable =
_union. '

The method'  Y&1ry refpedt to the Colonies, the fureft |
by which the

Colonies may method they can take to preferve inviolate
preferve the ' . . AT :
prefent union, their union with Britain, 1s, upon every oc-
cafion, to demonftrate their loyalty to the beft

* of Kings, and their fubordination to the go-"
vernment of Great Britain, by exerting their M

united efforts, in the fupport and defence of -

the dignity of the Britifb crown, and thc%_‘

rights of the Briti/h parliament; and by

chearfully and conftantly fubmitting to the
juft determination of the grand council of the *
realm. A conduét oppofite to this would
make them forfeit the rights of fons, and |
juftly bring upon them the indignation and *
chaftifement of the mother country. 1

The effelts of Tz are the methods, which to meap- |
ach a condu¢t j
pear moft llkcly to perpetuate the glorious

union between Great-Britain and her Colo-

nies, which will enfure ftrength and fuccefs

to the common caufe, and baffle every at-

tempt of their enemies to injure or moleft

them. Thus will the commerce, riches and

power of Britein, be carried to an envied |

pitch
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pitch of greatnefs, and as far furpafs what
they now are, as they do at this day exceed
what they were, before Great-Britain could
boaft of a colony.

I mave enlarged fo much upon the advan-
tages of a perpetual union between Great-
Britain and her Colonies, colle¢ted from a
view of the nature and extent of the com-
- merce that f{ubfifts between them, and the
immenfe acceffion of riches and power, which
they reciprocally enjoy trom that commerce,
that I can now fay but little of the glorious
profpect, which this union prefents tous, in
“the promotion of the Proteftant Religion,
which they profefs, and extending the Gofpel
~ in its purity, throughout the vaft bgnighted
regions of the weftern world. '

THis confideration is indeed as far fuperior
to that which I have hitherto dwelt upon, as
things eternal are to thofe of a mere temporal
nature. One relates to the greateft of this
world’s good, even liberty and property.
The other extends to a future and eternal
world; and is employed upon fuch objects as
are moft likely to fecure the happy enjoyment
of it. ’Tis the glory of Britain, that the en-

joys both thefe advantages in the higheft de-
gree;

Benefits of this
union to Reli-
gion and the
Proteftant in-
tereft.

Superior te
that of mere
commerce,&e.
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gree; that the means of preferving the fors
mer is fecured to her by the beft c/vil confti- =
tution, and the means of obtaining the latter
by the beft religious eftablifhment in theworld, =

Wirn the fons of Brifain the Proteftant
religion was tranfplanted into the Colonies,

~ Tt has taken root, grown and flourifhed in the

kindly foil. It has already become a fairand
lofty tree, and, if it is ftill well nurtured and

Afufficiently watered, it may e’er long extend

its boughs beyond the fetting fun, even'to the
verge ot the eaftern world, and perhaps fhel-
ter the native country from whence it origi-
nally fprung. Thus Britain has already been
an happy inftrument in the hands of Heaven,
of bearing the tidings of the Gofpel to oneof
the darkeft corners of the globe, to nations, {
who had long fat in darknefs and the fhadow
of death. By perpetuating an union with her
Colonies, the may likewife, through them,
carry thefe glad tidings further ftill, even to
the utmoft ends of the earth, and thus haften,
if I may fo fpeak, that glorious period, when
¢ righteoufnefs fhall overflow the earth as the
waters cover the feas”” And when all the
kingdoms of the world fhall become the
kingdoms of the Lor& and of his Chrift,
Ir
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Ir fuch, then, are to be the happy confe- Conclufion,
quences of this glorious union, fhould not
every American, every Britifh Proteftant, ar-
dently with and pray, that it may be faithfully
and inviolably preferved and continued ¢ as

long as the Sun and Moon endure

-‘*' \ .*. >






ok ae
g#&&*&%&-&%& M*Mwww

)&-z}uun X/ oV *m #1

-vv.‘ ’c { ’&
,'g',% e-‘*'*“srv_‘g ,ff_ii'/ § o ;g
ouon‘ﬂ!—m"\ "oao-*»ﬁ &, ,.vig

O PRI, w@www

BA PPENDIX.

Containing a general view of the trade of the
" American Colonies, their produce, exports,

&c. chiefly extrotied from approved biffories
 and authentic memoirs.

N this Appendix, to obferve fome order, I

thall begin with an account of the Britifb
fettlements to the Northward; and firft with
Newfoundland. 'This great ifland, which is
~ above three hundred miles long and two
hundred broad, torms the Eafierz boundary
of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and extends
from thence Southward near ten degrees of
latitude, along the Eafiward part of Nova-
Scotia. 1t is chiefly valuable for the great
Fithery upon thofe fhoals, which are called
the Banks of Newfoundland. The plenty of
Cod, and feveral other fpecies of Fith here, is
almoft inconceivable, as well as along the
fhores of the ifland of Cape-Breton, the coafts

Nova-Scotia and New-England, whichpours in
4 E a treafure

Newfoundland,
its Fifhery.
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a treafure of riches on Great-Britain. Our
fhare of the Newfoundland fithery was former- ',
ly computed to increafe the national ftock at i
leatt three hundred thoufand pounds fterling "
a year in gold and filver, remitted for the Cod
we fell in the different parts of Europe, in
Spain, Portugal, Italy and the Levant, &c.g
of how much more wealth muft it be pros
dutive at prefent to the mother country, as
Newfoundland and Nova-Scotia belong now fo

entirely to Great-Britain? The advantagcsi
which attend an extenfive and well-managed B
fifhery are great and obvious. The fea ma}i& ‘
be confidered as a mine out of which the trea-
fure is taken at a very little expence, and
even that'expence is advantageous, fince it
promotes feveral manufa&ures, and goes en- ":
tircly amongft our own people Fith isa
valuable commodlty, both at home and a-
broad. According to fome writers, - the
Dutch make more of their fithery in our
feas, than the Spaniards do by the Weft-Indies.
Befides, this filhery, properly attended to,
would infalliably furnifh us with a conftant

fupply of experienced, attive and healthy
failors

1 See Account of European fettlements in 4. ':‘
o 7 merica, by
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failors for manning our flects; the gradual
| increafe of which would prove not only a con-
~ ftant and inexhauftible fource of wealth, and

add to the ballance of trade in our favour, but

augment our miaritime force, to a degree
- that would make us a match for all Exrope in
- naval power.t

F.‘ ADjAcENT to Newfoundland is the country Nowa-Scotic.
3' of Nova-Scotia, which, although the progrefs

t of it was at firft but flow, is now become

i‘ a confiderable fettlement, and is a very ad-

* vantageous place for fithing. Twenty-five

- thoufand quintals of fifh have been caught

there in one year.|

But much more confiderable is the colony .. zugiand.

| of New-England. This colony 1s in length
~ near three hundred miles, and 4 in fome part
&é near two hundred miles in breadth, lying
~ between the forty-firft and forty-firth de-
b grees of North latitude, and comprizes the
- four provinces of Maffachufetts-Bay, Connec-
* ticut, Rhode-Ifland and New-Hampfhire.

TuerE 1s a noble Cod-fithery on this coaft,

which employs a vait number of their people,
| 5 and

Its Fithery.

+ Preceptor.
b || Brityh Empire in America.
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and proves a very confiderahle article of traa‘c i
They are enabled by this to export annua]ly i
above thirty thoufand quintals of choice Cod-~ ‘
fith to Spain, Italy and the Mediterrancan, and ‘,ﬁ
near twenty thoufand quintals of the refufe”
fort to the Weft- Indies, as food for the Negroes,
befides a large quantity to Madeira and Eyal
for wines and brandy. 4

Tue bufinefs of fhip-building is one
the moft confiderable which Bofton,” or t
other fea-port towns in New-England carry on.
This country has materials enough to bui
fhips for half the employment of Britain.
can furnith the trade and navy too with nawal7€
ftores, for the fupplies of which from the
Baltic, two or three hundred thoufand pounds’
fterling annually was wont to be expende
In their trade to foreign parts, the profits of
their voyage are generally received in bills of ]
exchange upon Lonaon, or in returns of goods -
through the hands of Englih factors. By
this circuitous commerce, they pay in Great-
Britain for various forts of goods got from
thence, to the amount of fome hundred thou- ‘
fand pounds fterling ayear. Although theiz

commerce is not carried on immediately with
Great-
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_ Great-Britain, nor with Britifh veflels, yet

here the profits chiefly center, where all the
: money, which the Colonies, can make in any
manner, muft center at laft. Pot-afhes, a moft
neceflary article in manufactures, particularly
in bleaching, as many thoufand barrels are
annually confumed for this one purpofe in
TIreland, have, within thefe few years, proved
a very advantageous artigle of trade in {everal
of the Colonies, particularly in New- England,
and is likely to become a very valuable and
growing remittance to the mother country.
T he amount of the pot-afhes exported home
from New- England only, within the laft twelve
months, is faid to be not lefs than thirty thou-
_ fand pounds fterling; and it is imagined
that the quantity this year willarife to a much
mor?onﬁderablc fum. The fpirit of gain
which the making of pot-afhes has already
inipired, it is probable, will every year conti-
nue to render this manufacture an object of
much greater importance to dmerica than has
been generally imagined. Near fix hundred fail
of fhips have been laden in a year for Europe
and the Britifb plantations. From Chriftmas
1747, to Chriftmas 1748, five hundred veflels

cleared out from the port of Baffon only, for
a foreign
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a foreign trade,.and four hundred and thirty -
were entered inwards. Great is the advan.
tage therefore ot the New-England trade and
navigation, if only confidered as a nurfery of °
feamen ; how much more by confidering the:
addition it makes to the national ftock }

THE three contigious provinces, viz. New-
York, New-Ferfey and Pennfylvania, to the

Southward of New-England, are with ver
little difference the iame in their climate, *

produétions, and the commodities in whic
they trade ; the foil being in general very
fertile, abounding not only in its nativ
grain, the Indian corn, but few parts of the
world exceed thefe provinces in the abundanr;c
and excellence of their Wheat, Barley, Rye
Oats, Buck-wheat, &c, : ' . ‘

GreaT quantities of Flax and Hemp are
raifed in thefe provinces, Mines of iron have
been vpened in them all, and a rich mine o
copper has been fuccefsfully worked in Eaf-
Ferfey, which may prove highly advantageous
to the manufadures of Great-Britain. Thetrade

of thefe provinces to the #eft-Indies is very
confiderable

§ Hiftory of the Britifp Empire in America,
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confiderable in Provifions, Hides, Tallow,

Lumber and Soap, &c. for which they can
. procure Sugars, «nd from this find fome re-
~ fource of making remittance to England for
~ the goods they get from thence.  They car-
tyon atrade allo with Spain, Portugal, Italy,
" Madeira and Fyal; they trade likewife to
; England and Ireland in. Hemp, Flax-feed,
~ Linfeed Oil, Furs, and Deer-fkins. Flaxfeed
« 18 a very promifing article of Commerce; as
" Ireland muft be dependant on the American

)

;
4
L
;
,
.
)
,
\

i;" Colonies for an annual fupply. In times
~ of fcarcity, prodigious quantities of wheat are

it

thipped to England and Ireland, as well as to
other parts of Europe. Thus the Americans
fend home to their fellow fubjeéts of Greaz-
" Britain, both goods to increafe the national
* ftock, and aifo bread for their fubfiftence.§
% The importations from England into the pro-

vince of Pemnfylvania only, it is eftimated,
* hath in feveral years amounted to more than
half a million fterling per annum.}

And

§ Amongft the feveral acts which paffed the Houfe
of Commons, and gained his Majefty’s royal aflent,
the lait (effions of Parliament, is an A& for allowing
the importation of Wheat from dmerica, duty free,
for a limited time.
§ t Memorial of the Merchants and Traders of the

city of Philadelphia.
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Turre cannot be lefs than feven or eight
hundred fail of fhips annually employed  to
keep up the extenfive trade of thele prqvinces.

Moaryland and Vz'rgim'd, which are to the
Southward of Pennfylvania, agree very much
in their {oil and produét. ‘

Toracco is the ftanding commodity of
both thefe colonies. A late fenfible writer
computes that there are thipped from thefe -
places annually, 90,000 hogtheads of Tobacco
at an average of 952 weight each; 30,000 of
thefe are expended in home confumption,
the duty of each is twenty-feven pounds fter-
ling, and the amount of the whole duty on
themisabove eight hundred thoufand pounds;
and of the remaining 60,000 hogtheads, after
the imports and part of the fubfidy are drawn
back, about one-fifth of the fum is produced
into the Exchequer from every hogthead that
is re-exported, which is above three hundred
thoufand pounds more. The whole amount
tor the cuftoms of Tobacco is more than a
million. Such is the immenfe advantage

which
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which the Mother Country derives from the
article of Tobacco alone, which the gets from
her Colonies. ||

North and South-Carolina, to the Southward
of Virginia, lye between the thirty-firft and
thirty-fixth degrees of North latitude, in a
very fine climate.

THe trade of Carolina has three great ftaple
commodities, Rice, Indigo, and Naval Stores,
which it yields more abundantly than all the
reft of our Colonies. Rice antiently formed
by itfelf the ftaple of Carolina. The export
of this commodity from Charleffown, in the
year 1731, amounted only to 41,954 barrels.
In a few years afterwards, the produé& of it
was computed to return to Great-Britan at
leaft £. 80,000 per annum, including freight
and commiffions, which are the moft profi-
table articles in the Brizifh commerce. In the
year 1754, the export of Rice from -Charles-
town, amounted to 104,682 barrels, In the
year 1757, this branch of commerce was

: computed

Il See Confiderations on the propriety of impofing taxes

on the Briti/h Colonies, for raifing a revenue by At of

* Parliament; and alfo a Computation by Sir Thomas
Bally, in the Hiftory of the Briti/h Empire in dmerica.

North and .
South-Carolina
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computed to be annually worth, at the loweft
cftimation, £. 150,000 fterling. Great has
been its increafe fince; and we may well

reckon 1t to be at this time worth £. 200,000

fterling. -~

It was long before Carolina went into the
profitable trade of Indigo; they began it
fince the year 1750, and in the year 1754,
was exported from Charleftown, to the amount
of above 200,000 lb. weight; and 500,0001b.
weight was made in the year 1757, If the in-
habitants continue to improve the advantages
with the famie {pirit in which they have begun,

they muft naturally and neceffarily come to

fupply the whole confumption of the world
with this commodity, and confequently make
their country the richeft part of the Britifh
dominions:}

=Lo the Southward of Carolina, on the bor-
ders of Florida, was eretted the province of

_ Georgia, in 1732,

Georgia is of importance at prefent, and will
be of future benefit to Zugland, by raifing
raw Silk; the goodnefs of its Silk has been
tried by a proper engine, and according to

Sir

1See Account of European Settlements, printed by Dodfley.

S s L



L %3]

Sir Thomas Lombe, is better than the fineft
Silk of Piedmont, for which half a million a
year has been paid. Pot-afhes too has been
imported from hence to England, befides
Peltry, Drugs and Dyers ware of feveral {orts.

~WE come next to the Spani/b fettlement of st. dugufine.
St. Auguftine, to the Soutbward of Georgia.
It belongs now to the Engli/h, as well as Ca-
nada and Louifiana, by the laft treaty of
peace ; o that they claim the whole of Norzhs
America upon the Atlantic fea. &

f

Y. \

We fhall fay nothing of the newly formed
Colonies in Florida, as being but yet in their
infancy, or of the fettlements in Hud/fon’s-Bay,
as not very confiderable hitherto; but how
great muft be the advantage of trade with the
Indians in Canada and Louifiana, now ceded
 to the Englifb, which encouraged and enabled

. the French to hem inall the Englifb Colonies,
by a chain of forts on their back fettlements,
extended in a trat of above 2000 miles?||

Canada borders to the Northward upon the
provinces of Nova-Scotia, New-England and
Fa New-Zork.

|| See Account of the Britifb Settlements in America,
and Hiftory of the Brsty/b empire in America.



Of the Weft-

Indies.
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New-Zork. It is the oldeft of all the French
eftablifhments, and prior to the fettlement of
New-England. Quebec is the capital of this pro- - =
vince. It is built on the river St. Lawrence, -
upon which are the principal fettlements of
this Colony. A valt trade already is, ‘and a
much greater may in time be carried on with
the Indians, on the prodigious frefh water
Lakes, of which there are five in number, in
extent to be confidered as fo many feas. They
communicate with one another, and the laft
of them with the river St. Lawrence, which
effectually commands the trade of the Lakes,
and has an influence upon all the nations of
Indians which confine upon them.

Tue principal produce of the #eft-Tndies
is Sugar. It is amazing what riches have been
acquired to England by this commodity, and

LB o ke .
what a furprizingly great number of fhips

are employed in the trade, efpecially of Bar-
bados and Famaica. This laft place is of great .
confequence’’ to annoy the enemy, in time of

war with France or Spain. No plate fleet

from Carthagena can arrive at the Havangab,

which is the general place of rendezvous for

the Flota, without paffing by one end of Fa- !
' Maica,
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maica, Whilft we continue mafters of thefe
feas, we fhall always have it in our power to
prevent the junction, and greatly diftrefs them,
In time of peace, the trade is of no lefs con-
fequence in drawing from the Spaniards great
fums of money.

Ir the Sugar Iflands are of f{uch confe-
quence to England, on account of the great
‘trade, fhipping, and number of hands em-
ployed, the perfons fubfifted thereby, and
the cuftoms and impofts they pay; the im-
portance of the Colonies on the continent of
North-America is enhanced from their fupply-
ing the Wep-Indies with Lumberand pro-
vifions of all forts,

In whatever light we view the connec-
tion between Great-Britain and’ her Ame-
vican Colonies; the reciprocal advantages of
the prefent union almoft exceed compuration,
and yet fall every way far fhort of thofe im-
menfe benefits which will accrue to both,from
this union being rendered firm and perpetual.

FEnd of the APPEND‘IX,

Conclufion,
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ApverTisEMENT to the Reader.

= H E author is very [enfible, that it wonld

bave been proper, in compofing the following
ing Effay, to bave confulted with gentlemen
awbo refide in the [everal places be bad occafion to
Jpeak of, and are well acquainted with the na-
ture and extent of their commerce. Would the
time, allowed for thefe performances, bave af-
forded bim an opportunity of procuring fuch
information, be flatters himfelf bis piece would
bave been more original, with refpelt to matters
of trade, and more worthy of public notice. He
would bave beew thereby enabled to form a more
exalt e/h'm;tte of the prefent flate of trade in
Great-Britain and America. Depriv’d of this
advantage, be was obliged to bave recourfe to
commercial writers, among Jt whom be is chiefly
indebted to Gee and Beawes.  And when it is

confidered, that few perfons, though of far grédter '

abilities and experience in the commercial world
than the author, would be able of their own know-
ledge to furnifb an adequate account of every
material branch in the Britith and American

trade, he cannot defpair of the Reader’s in-
dulgence.
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.DISSERTATION IIL
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X*h X%“ H E fituation of Great-Britain,

{eparated from the-reft of the

<;> world by the furrounding ocean,
V@, \‘V%’{ art deftitute of thofe endlefs re-
'fcurces, whxch‘arhcxtent of continent affords
its inhabitants, very early fuggefted to ju-
dicious and obferving mea, that a naval force
would be the eafieft and mofl fure means of
her defence, againft foreign encroachments.
" The great Alfred, of glorious and immortal
memory, was fully convinced of this impor-
tant truth. He knew, by fad experience,
that the want of fuch a force had fubje&ted
the ifland to the infults and depredations of
the Danes, and other Northern robbers. Ani-
mated with affection for his fubjeéts, and fir'd
with a juft refentment of the injuries they had
received, he refolved, if poffible, to fupply
fuch a fatal defect. By equipping, with in-

credible expedition, a fleet, confiderable in
G thofe
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thofe days, he rendered himfelf mafter of the
fea, and freed his people from the dread of
being plundered. But in a few years, this
beneficial, this glorious project, unfupported
by a fufficient fund was almoft entirely laid
afide. The inhabitants, employed in the ex-
ercife of arms, or agriculture, and raifing what
was barely neceffary for their own fublitence,
could not poflibly defray the expence of
having a fleet always in readinefs. The
Danes, taking advantage of their remiffnefs in
this important affair, foon over-run and fub-
dued the greateft part of the ifland; but in-
attentive to a leflfon, which their own fuccefs
might have taught them, they, in their turn,
fell a prey to an innundation of Normans.

Tuus the Britih navy, though feveral at-
tempts were made to render it refpectable by
monarchs, who underftood their own intere s,
continued, neverthelefs, to make no great
figure, till the reign of queen Elizabeth. T il
this time alfo the trade ot Eugland was very
fmall, and contracted within a narrow com-
pafs. It confifted chiefly in exporting Tin,
Lead, Whol, and a tew other arcicles, which
ferved to purchale wiiat forcign goods were

wanted.

1
|
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wanted. That wife queen, affifted by a wife
and experienced miniftry, difcovered the grand
fecretunknown to her predecefiors; they knew
the advantages of a fleet, but the confequent
expences they knew not how to defray. An
extenfive commerce was now very judicioufly
confidered as the only fource, adequate to
fuch large and continual difburfements. This
it was thought, would not only afford a fup-
ply of money, fufficient to equip and main-
‘tain a powerful navy, but would alfo be a
fchool or nurfery of feamen,

- On thefe confiderations, encouragement
was given to the perfecuted #alloons to re-
move and fettle in England, They very wil-
lingly embraced an opportunity of tranfport-
ing themfelves to a land of freedom, and
brought with them the Woollen manufactory,
which, favoured with the countenance and
protection of a wife government, foon arrived
at great perfetion. In purfuance of the
fame plan, a trade was opeaed to Turkey,
Mufeovy, the Eaft-Indies, and almoft every
confiderable country in the known world.
Under the aufpices of the fame queen, plan-

tations were begun in AMERICA, and profe-
; G2 cuted
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cuted withvigour. They atfirft met with nearly
infuperable difficulties ; neverthelefs, by the
indefatigable induftry and perfeverance of the
planters, and the generous affiftance of their
mother Country, thofe difficulties were fur-
mounted, and the Colonies brought to a pitch
of greatnefs, that, confidering the fhort time
of their growth, is almoft incredible,

I save taken this retrofpet in order ta
thew, that the Briti/b Trade, the Britifb Navy,
and the Britifb Colonies in America, {prung
up together. They are moft nearly allied,
being children of the fame good policy; and
it is worthy the notice and attention of every

politician, who ftudies to promote his coun-

try’s welfare, that as they had their rife at the
fame time, they have ever fince continued to
increafe and flourifh in proportion. Their de-
pendence is mutual, and if either of them be
affeted, the others fooner or later will fecl it
in a very fenfible manner,

GrEeaT has been my furprize at the ig-

- norance or malevolence of feveral late pro-
duétions. The writers of them, either blinded

by Pamon, or employed and inftigated by the
: enemies

1
|
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enemies of the Britifb empire, haye endea-
voured to fow difcord and diffention between
the Mother Country and her American Colo-
nies. Some have ftrove to render the colo-
nifts fufpected, by reprefenting them as an
ungrateful, licentious people, aiming at in-
dependence, and  impatient of any fubordi-
nation to Great-Britain, whilft others, no
lefs enemies to the welfare and profperity of
both, would excite #beir jealoufy, by under-
valuing the affiftance fbe has offerded them,

and placing her in the light of a cruel Step-
mother.

I am too ‘weil convinced of the good
fenie of my countrymen, both of Britain
- and America, to imagine them capable of
being deluded by fuch partial reprefentations.
Confidering themfelves as members of one
grand body politic, they will naturally con-
clude, that the good of the whole muft refult
from a due conne&ion and harmony of all
the parts; and from the mutual exchange and
intercourfe of friendly offices. Neverthelefs,
as this point feems to have been controverted,
a few obfervations, tending to evince, that a
¢ perpetual UNION between Great-Britain
and her AmericanColonies, will be mutually and

reciprocally
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yeciprocally advantageous,” may not be lefs

agreeable, than neceflary, in the prefent Dif-
fertation.

THis is a fubjet, the moft truly important
and interefting, which can claim a Britor’s
notice, 4nd does honour to that worthy gen-
tleman who propos’d its difcuffion by the
Sons of this Seminary. Struck with its vaft
delicacy and importance, and conicious of in-
ability to treat it in a manner fuited to its
dignity, I had almoft declin’d the arduous
tafk; but it is a glory even to fail in great at-
tempts; and if I fhould afford a hint to fome
abler pen, or contribute to remove the
{malleft prejudice, I fhall think myfelf ex-
tremely happy in being fo far beneficial to
the public. :

We have already obferved, that the de-
fence, the ftrength and glory of Britan,
principally depend on her Navy; and that her
Navy can only be maintained by Trade and
Commerce. Thefe are points too plain to be
denied or difputed by the moft obftinate and
perverfe {ceptic: and it is a very natural in-
ference from thefe premifes, that whatever
contributes to enlarge and extend her com-

merce, is highly advantageous to Great- Britain.
It
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It muft likewife be acknowledged, that
new fettlements and young countries ftand
in need of the affiftance and proteétion of
fome powerful commercial ftate. Deftitute of
thefe, they would be expofed to the attacks
of lawlefs invaders, for want of ftrength to
defend themfelves, and to the inclemency of
weather for want of proper cloathing; for
manufactures cannot be brought to any de-
gree of perfection, or extended to advantage,
except 1n well-fettled countries; although
agriculture, where the land is tolerably fer-
tile, and the fettlement fecure, may enable
the inhabitants to procure the neceffary
manufaétures in return for its productions.

" 1 nope therefore to make it appear, that a
reciprocal emolument will arife from a per-
petual union between Britain and her Ame-
rican Colonies; as the may by their means
greatly enlarge her trade and commerce, and
become ftill more rich and powertul; and as
they will reap the advantage of her riches and
power, by being protected from their ene-
mies, and fupplied with the conveniencies of
life at a cheaper rate, and of a better quality

than if manufactured by themfelves. %
F
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" Ir we take a furvey of the commerce of
Britain, we fhall find it extended to almoft
every part of the known world; there s
fcarcely any place confiderable for trade that
is'not vifited by her adventurous merchants.
The means which have enabled her to ac-
quire, and fupport with dignity and advantage,
fuch large mercantile conneétions, are to be
fought for in her various manufactories;
amongft which the Woollen is univerfally al-
lowed the preference. Commercial writers
have taken much pains to enumerate the par-
ticular kinds of Britih manufactures; to

fhew their mutual dependence, and wherein _

the peculiar advantage of each confifts. As
their works are in every one’s hands, it is the
lefs neceffary for me to repeat their fubftance,
and to particularize the articles which con-
tribute to fupport the trade of Britain,

BuTt there are two branches of commerce,
which though not fo generally attended to,
are neverthelels moft highly beneficial. The
Fifheries of Newfoundland, Cape-Breton and St.
Jobr’s,and there-exportation of foreign goods,
have greatly increafed the Briti/h navigation,

riches




{luagy - 4

riches and power. Itis fuppofed that 2000
fail of veffels are employed in thofe fitheries :
the number of hands neceffary to navigate
them, to cure and dry the fith, muft be very
large; and great the confumption of pro-
vifions, nets and other utenfils, brought
almoft entirely from England.

Goops for re-exportation are received from
different quarters; fome from Germany, Flan-
ders, &c. but in the greateft quantities from
the Eaft-Indies and America. The bullion
fent to the former, is made an objeftion to
that trade, the force of which it i1s not my
province to determine. Nothing of this fort
can, however, be objected to the trade to- the
American plantations, which is of all moft ad-
vantageous to the nation. There is {carcely
any one fpecies of Englifb manufactures, that
is not vended in America; thote of India
likewife come here to a ready market. In
thort, it is from Great-Britain, that the Colo-
nies import almoft every thing, requifite for
cloathing, agriculture, and other ufes. Ia
return for thefe, they fend her Sugar, To-
bacco, Rice, Furs, Pot-ath, Naval Stores,

H Gold
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Gold and Silver, and the ballance of a confi-
derable trade with Portugal, Spain, and other
countries, bordering on the Mediterrancan,
in Bills of Exchange. ;

HEerE is an occafion to expatiate on the be-
nefits deriv’d to Britain from: each of thefe
particulars ; to obferve the prodigious prices
fhe paid for them to foreigners, before their

produétion in Britifb Americe, and the com-
comparatively fmall prices for which they are
procured at prefent. The large quantities
re-exported to foreign markets, and pro-
ducing-a demand upon them for very great
fums annually, might alfo be mentioned with
much propriety. Nor would it be amifs o
thew the immenfe addition thefe articles bring
to the revenue. Burt all thefe topics have
been fo largely infifted on in late pamphlets
and detached pieces, and mult be {o well
known toevery one, that furcher mention of
them is unneceflary. Only I would beg leave
to obierve a particular fill unnoticed; in the
year 1703, the government of Sweden retuled
a fupply of 2itch and Tar, unlefs for ready
money, at their own price, and in Swedifb
‘ bottoms,

4
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bottoms, Such a grofs impofition awaken’d
the indignation and refentment of Britain,
‘and taught the true policy of deriving them
from the Colonies. Encouragement was
thereupon given, and foon produced a fuffi-
cient quantity to anfwer all her demands. But
the {pirit of the nation was again luil’d; the
Sweeds refumed their trade; and that of Ame-
rica was very much neglected.

Some, perhaps, will readily grant, that the
exportation of thefe articles from America,
is beneficial to her, and ferves to enrich her
inhabitants; but in what refpet can it be
efteemed advantageous to Britain?

Tars queftion admits a very obvious folu-
tion. It is advantageous to Britain in various
refpeéts. It affords freight for many thou-
fand ton of her fhipping, and a nurfery of
feamen for the royal navy; the commiffions
enrich her merchants, and the re-exportation
“brings abundance of wealth into the kingdom.
The duties they pay are an immenfe increafe
of the revenue, and they are received from
the plantations in return for Britifb produc-
tions and manufaéures, of which the Colonies

Ha2 take
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take off more than any forcign market what-
ever. The importation of Britifh goods, and
thofe received by the way of Britain, has, on
a mediam, for feveral years paft, amounted
‘to upwards of two millions annually; a fum fo
immenfe, that although the Colonies abound
with valuable articles, extremely well adapted
to the Britifb market, and very beneficial to
her trade and navigation, and though they
make large remittances by the way of Spain,
Portugal and Jtaly, in bills ot exchange, yet
the produce of all thefe fources leaves a large
ballance in favour of Britain, which they pay
her in gold and filver. This in part furnifhes
bullion for the Esft-India trade; on account
of which, and the vaft confumption of India
goods, the flourifhing condition of that valu-
able branch of commerce, may, in no fmall
degree, very juftly be attributed to the
American Colonies,

Tuus we fee, that not only every fpecies of
the manufaltures of Britain, but alfo her fo-
reign trade and navigation are much indebted
to America. Hence riches have flowed into
her coffers, and enabled her to fupport a fleet,

fufficient
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fufficient to maintain the empire of the ocean.
And whoever confiders the flate of the Co-
lonies, muft conclude, that they have not been
lofers by their intercourfe with their mother
country. Confideration being had of the fhort
timne the American fettlements have been made,
the inhabitants have increafed in riches and
number to admiration; though far from en-
joying that affluence, of which fome would
reprefent them poffefled. The advantages of
their trade have been mutual. Ske, by their
means, has continued to rife in wealth and
power; whilft #2ey, in the funfhine of her af-
fiftance and protection, and the enjoyment of
a beneficial commerce, have grown up and
flourithed, and ftill continue to flourifh, the
equal advantage, ornament, and glory of
Britain. : :

Bur, fhould we only take .a retrofpect,
thould we confine ourfelves barely to what is
paft, much injuftice would be done to this
animating fubje&, and we thould lofe a prof-
pe& which cannot but afford the higheft
pleafure to every Briton. Let us therefore
look forward to the mutual benefits, which,

with proper attention, may hereafter arife.
In



L2 4
_In order to this, it will be neceffary briefly
to enumerate thofe articles of Great-Britain’s
foreign importations, which have relation
to the prefent fubjeét. They are raw, thrown
and wrought Silk, Velvets, Linens, Timber,
Boards, Pot-afh, and all kinds of Naval Stores.
Several writers on trade have computed the
ballances paid by Britain for thofe forts of
goods to France, Italy, Germany, Flanders,
Norway, Denmark, Sweeden and Ruffia; and
none I have met with make the amount lefs
than two millions annually ; this fhe difcharges -
in gold and filver. Perhaps matter of fact
may be oppofed to this eftimate, becaufe there
is not fo great an exportation of bullion; but
the argument is not hereby invalidated. « If
the ballance on fome other trade: which
would elfe be brought home and added to
the national ftock, be diverted and fent to
thofe places, it'is equally pernicious to the
kingdom, as if it was imported and then ex-
ported. And this is certainly the cafe, Bri-
fain on her particular trade with Holland, for
inftance, has a right to a very large ballance
in fpecie; but the latter, by keeping in her
Debt the nations abovementioned, or feveral

of
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them, who have demands on Britain, is en-
abled by their means to fatisfy her Britifh
creditors, and fave her money; and befides
this, bullion is fent to Holland ‘to, anfwer
bills of exchange drawn in favour of thefe
nations.

TuE confideration of this muft de af-
fect every one, who has at heart the trade
and profperity. of Great-Britain, and would
preferve her independent of her European
neighbours; efpecially as the wollen manu-
factory is in its decline. Frawce not only
fupplies her own people with woollens, butby
the cheapnefs of her goods, and the counte~
nance of the court of Spain, has in a great
meafure {upplanted England in the Spanifh
markets. ' TheMpaniards themielves, fenfible
of their impolitic conduét, feem determined
to perfift no longer in an error, the refult of
ill-grounded principles and miftaken notions
of honour. They have made feveral efforts
to eftablith manufaétories of their own Wool,
which have by no means proved fruitlefs.
Other nations of Europe, obferving thefuc-
cefs of France, have copied her example, by

which
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which England has loft much of her woollen
trade, particularly with Portugal, where the

importation of this ftaple commodity feems
to meet with many difcouragements.

Frow this refletion our attention Is natu-
rally turned to America, which will be her
fureft, and perhaps in time, her only market,
as g%k fabrication is likely to take place
in every part of Eurgpe. If under thefe cir-
cumftances, fuch large fums are continually
paid for foreign imports, the ballance of trade
in favour of Britain will be materially di-
minithed. The only remedy for this grow-
ing evil is to be found in America, who can
furnifh a variety of ‘the moft ufeful raw ma-
terials on terms mutually beneficial.

Greart quantities of Fursiand Peltry have
been, and ftill are, fent from the Colonies to
Britain, the acquifition of Canada having
thrown that whole trade into our hands; but
it is capable of greater improvement, and
may well fuperfede the fur trade to Ruffia.
The Northern Indians, with a little encou-
ragement, will bring their Ermines and other

fine furs from the 7oth degree of latitude,
which
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which is parallel with the Exropean countries,
where the moft valuable Furs are procured.
The diftance thofe people will travel to trade
with our fettlements, is well known to all
acquainted with their affairs. This would
likewife be a means of difperfing Bzitifh
manufattures amongft a multitude of Indian
tribes, at prefent unknown to our traders.

Iron mines are fo plenty in almoft every
province on the continent, that it is thought
with good reafon, they could fupply all the
markets in Europe.

As for Timber, Boards, Pitch and Tar,
they may likewife be procured here in great
abundance. Britifb America, extended along
the coaft more than 2000 miles, and reaching
an unknown, but prodigious way into the
continent, is almoft one continued foreft,
fil’d with every kind of ufeful timber, not-
withftanding the great devaftions made within
the two laft centuries.

Here it may poflibly be objeted, that the
expenfive freight of thefe bulky articles,
would render them unfit for the Fuglih
markets. The Danes, Swedes, and others,

I employed



[ 66 }

employed at prefent in the Lumber trade, are.
no doubt by long experience become fkiilfull *
and can afford their goods at the cheapeft
rates: but the Colonies might be put upon a
parwith them by encouragement from the
legiflature. ~ Greater difficulties in other in-
ftances have yielded to the efforts of Britifb
adventurers. Americe may vie with any coun-
try whatever in plenty of materials, and other
conveniences ; and if large bulky fhips were ‘
built, of feven or eight hundred tons, capable
of being navigated by fewer hands in pro-
portion to their burthen, than thofe in prefent
ufe, the expence of navigation would be much
diminifhed. The difference of diftance be-
tween America, and the Gulphs of Bothnia
and Finland, from Londen, is inconfiderable ;.
and America is nearelt to Lifbon, Cadiz, and
all the markets to the Soushward of Cape
Finifterre, and therefore, might more conve-
niently fupply thofe markets.

THue inconvenience, and even abfurdity of
being fupplied with Naval Stores by foreign-
ers, befides the difadvantage of confuming the
national wealth, is very evident. Every one
knows, that fhould a war be entered into with
. ‘thofe
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nations, or fhould they be confederated with
the enemies of Britain, by cutting off the
finews of her ftrength, they might reduce
her to the utmoft diftreffes. Both inconve-
niences would be remedied, if Naval Stores
were entirely procured from America; who,
being conneéted with the Mother Country by
every powerful tie, would not fail to afford
them in plenty on any emergency.

HzwMp, Flax and Silk, manufactured and
unmanufatured, are articles for which Britain
pays large fums to foreigners, as was ob-
ferved before, Rough materials may be
procured in the Colonies, which abound with
low bottoms and deep rich {oils, requiring
only cultivation to produce the moft luxuriant
crops of Hemp and Flax, particularly in the
Southern Colonies. To confirm this, I might
mention the fertility of Egyps, which lies
nearly under the fame parallels of latitude
with Florida, Georgizz, Carolina and Virginia
and is famous for the.produétion of thefe
commoditics in the greateft perfeftion; but
experience is preferable to a thoufand ar-

guments.
Ia [ MENTION
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1 menTIoN Silk, becaufe the abundance of
Mulberry-trees in the Soutbern Colonies,
feems naturally to point out the cultivation
of that valuzble article. To this may be added,
that their foil, climate and marine fituation,
are pretty much the fame with Nankin and
Chekiang, the moft famous Silk provinces in
all China. 'Thele circumftances afford good
reafon to believe, the Silk-worm would thrive
very well here, and experience heightens the
belief into certainty. Small trials have been
made, and fome filk produced in Carolina, was
efteemed by good judges equal to the fineft of
China or Italy. 'The hands employed in the
cultvation of Hemp and Flax, will have fuf-
ficient leifure to gather the leaves and feed
the worms, which will enable the planters to
afford all thefe articles cheaper than. may at
firft be imagined.

Frowm this it feems evident, that materials
for carrying on the Silk and Linen manu-
fatories to the greateft extent, may be pro-

cured from America. And in Great-Britain .

are prodigious numbers of poor, who would
chearfully work to maintain themfelves and
families, doom’d to mifery for want of em-

ployment,

O
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employment. To eftablith manufa&ories of
thofe goods by public encouragement, would
therefore be an undertaking of the higheft
utility both to Britain and the Colonies.
““ Fas eft et ab bofte doceri” It could be no
difgrace to imitate in this refpect the policy
of France, who knowing that trade is the
only folid foundation of greatnefs, is en-
deavouring to monopolize the three grand
branches of manufactures.

Nor need the woollen manufacturer be
afraid, that his bufinefs would hereby receive
the fmalleft prejudice. There is a fufficient
number of hands in the three kingdoms to
carry on each of them to the greateft ad-
vantage. Many who at prefent can’t afford
themfelves the neceflary coveting, would
then be able to purchafe more decent and com-
fortable cloathing; and the Colonies having
their fources of remittance enlarged, would
increafe their already enormous demands for
Britifb manufaétures,

SuouLp this beneficial fcheme be carried
into execution, more than two millions
would be annually faved to the nation; ade-

quate
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quate employment provided for an incredible
- number of hands in Britain and Americay and

the trade, navigation and riches of both would
receive very large additions.

It may poflibly be thought from my ap-
pearing toconfine fabrication to Great-Britain,
that T am no friend to the Colonies, as there
has of late been fo many propofals for erett-
ing manufatories in America. 1 thould
efteem myfelf very unhappy in the difpleafure
of my countrymen. None of the numerous
{ons of Britifh America more ardently w1fhes
her profperity than myfelf, or has a heart
more devoted to her fervice. Confcious there-
- fore of the re@itude of my intentions, I will
not doubt of being heard with candor, tho’ I
venture to maintain, that to divert their hands
from their prefent lucrative Employments,
-and fet them to work on manufactories, would
be incompatible with the true interelt of the
Colonies.

Tuz number of their inhabitants, though
pear three u xlhons, 1s {mall in proportion to
the extent of continent they pofiefs. Lands
are conlequently cheap, and labour dear;

: whatever,
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whatever thetefore can be produced by means
of the land with little labour, muft prove
moft advantageous. Hence arifes the pro-
priety of thip-building, wherein the materials,
thus procurable, are of primary confideration.

. For the fame reafon, agriculture will bring
more emolument to the Colonies, than could
poflibly arife frén manufaturing goods,
whofe chief value depends on the artificer’s
labopr. ' Nor'will this circumftance render
them at all more dependent. Abounding
with the neceflaries of life, and materials for
fabrication, the produce of the willing earth,
they can at any time command a fupply of the
goods they want, in greater plenty, and of a
better quality than would have been the refult
of their labour, em‘pl‘oyed in manufactures.
I would not be underftood by this reafoning,
to exclude the induftrious farmer from work-
ing up his Wool, and other coarfe articles,
unfit for exportation; this will be doubly
advantageous, it will be a faving to himfelf,
and enable him to pay for the finer goods he

may purchafe with greater eafe and punc-
tuality. '

Now
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Now upon a review of the whole we find,
that the trade of Great-Britain to fome places
is vaftly advantageous, bringing large fums
of money into the kingdom; to others, al-
though no returns are made in {pecie, but as

much of their produce and manufatures re-

ceived as is fent them of Britifb, it is never- ,

thelefs profitable, affording employment for
her people; to a third fory though perhaps
lucrative to fome private merchants, it is very
pernicious, and unprofitable to the nation in
general, as it drains the kingdom of great
quantities of gold and filver. We may alfo
obferve, that the neceffity of continuing the
latter is removed by the colonies, which are
capable of furnifhing, at leaft, materials for
manufacturing all the particulars procured
thereby, with mutual benefit. It likewife
appears, that a great part of her moft ad-
vantageous trade depends on the Colonies,
and that it may be ftill farther improved by
Americay that whilft the Colonies have contri~
buted fo much to enrich and aggrandize their
mother country, they have themfelves been
enriched and protected; and that the fcheme
for rendering them ftill more advantageous
to Britain, promifes them an equal fhare of
profit.
WHOEVER
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WaoevEr confiders thefe circumftances,
will, I am perfuaded, anticipate my conclu-
fion; but I cannot difmifs the fubject without
fuggefting another argument, which will not
be efteemed a trifling one by men of feriouf-
nefs and reflection. The benefits ‘arifing from
the Proteftant Religion to thofe ftates which
have embraced it, and indeed to the world in
general, are very obvious. Every one, ac-
quainted with the affairs of Europe, muft ac-
knowledge their fituation is far better than it
was four or five centuries ago; the religious
and civil liberties of mankind, are underftood
with more clearnefs and precifion ; the human
mind, which before was crampt and confined
in its refearches, has become more expanded,
and acquired much clearer knowledge in the
Arts, in Philofophy and Divinity. It is new
very well known, that Philofophy does not
confift in monkifh jargon, and that without
Virtue there can be no Religion. Even thofe
countries, that are enemies to Proteftantifm,
have been fharers in its happy effeéts; the
rays of knowledge have, in fome meafure,
illuminated their clouded underftandings;
but like thofe of the fun within the Polar

climates, they are weak and languid.
K Greatd
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Great-DBritasn has been the bulwark of the
Proteftant intereft, ever fince its exiftence;
and by her the attacks of its enemies have
been repelled. The Britifh Colonies, ella-
blithed on principles of Civil and Religious
Liberty, have hitherto been proteted therein
by their own noble efiorts, and her kind
affiftance; and while they remain united, the
enjoyment of their liberties of both kinds,
will, no doubt, be continued in its full extent.
What would be the confequence of a dif-
union, none can tell; but there is more than a
probability, that thefe particulars would be
deeply affe®ed. France, our ever-watchful
enemy, will be ready to feize any advantage
' that may offer. She would have her arma-
ments prepared to enter by S¢. Lawrence and
the Miffifippi, and might poflibly over-run
all*the Colonies. Should this be the cafe,
the candle of Science would be foon extin-
guithed, and Ignorance introduced, in order
to keep up a blind devotion and implicit
obedience. The Genius of Liberty would be
driven from Britifh America, where {he hath
hitherto delighted to refide; and whether the
mother country would be more fortunate, I
leave to the confideration of her Patriot Sons.

Ao
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Since, then, fo many reciprocal acivantagcs
are the refult of Union between Britain and
Americay to render that Union perpetual, will
be the only means of fecuring and tranfmit-
ing them to pofterity, togéther with thofe
immenfe benefits, which are yet in profpett.
Intereft and affection,---all the tender and
endearing ties,* which conne& mankind,----
backed by the venerable authority of Religion,
~ plead for it with irrefiftable eloquence.

WaEeTHER the Union ought to remain on-
its préfent.cﬁabliﬂnnent, or whether it thould
receive a new-form and impreffion, are mat-
ters foreign to my purpofe : Only permit me
to fuggeft that, in the'important determina-
tion, no partial views fhould be purfued; but
the intereft of each, and its relation to the
whole, fhould have a proper confideration,--- :
He muft be either 2 madman, or a novice in |
politicks, who would fet the intereft of one
in ‘competition with that of the other.---They
are infeperably conneéted, and muft fland
or fall together.---That maxim of Mr. Pepe
may be here applied with much truth and
propriety ;--- Self love and focial are the
{ame :” each will find their accounts in pro-

K:a moting
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moting the others happinefs and profperity.
In the difcuffion, the trade of the colonies me-
rits a peculiar attention. Should thofe me-
thods, I have taken the liberty to mention,
be fallen upon to enlarge it, and free ports
eftablithed in fome parts of Britifh America,
the national riches would be greatly increafed.
The inhabitants of the Spanifh, Portuguefe,
and other American {ettlements, would refort
thither for fupplies of Britifb manufactures,
and the produce of the Colonies ; leaving in
exchange for them large quantities of gold
and filver; a very confiderable part of which
would ultimately center in Great-Britain.

‘WarMED and animated with a fincere love
for my country, I cannot but indulge a pleaf-
ing hope, that Britain and her colonies, fen-
fible of their true intereft, will fleadily and
with unremitting zeal purfue meafures calcu-
lated to cement this Union,---The repeal of a
late * a&t of the Britifb parliament, and the
prelent favourable difpofition of that moft
refpectable body, fill us with the higheft joy,
and promife redrefs of all our grievances :
and I am well perfuaded, my fellow fubjeéts

of

? The Amerjcan Stamp Ak,
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of dAmerica will'not be wanting in any pro-
per expreflions of deference and fubordina-
tion to the head of the Britifh empire.....The
wound, which feemed to be attended with
{ymproms fatal to the mutual confidence fub..
fifting between them, will now be healed,
and I Aatter myfelf without a fcar, by way of
remembrance. Jealoufies will fubfide ; ani-
mofities be forgotten ; harmony will be pre-
ferved in every part of the body politick ;
and innumerable bleflings entailed on pofte-
rity.

Enp of Second DISSERTATION.
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DISSERTATI_ON'III.

Divide et impera.

e OWEVER mankind, as indivi-
.g.g'}:;” §‘»$- duals, may be fwayed by the
g‘ %mw i % different motives of paffion, pre-
&4&.@.*.@. Jjudice, and honour; yet, when
formed into ftates and communities, thefe all
fubfide ; and Intereft becomes the grand pre-
vailing principle that actuates all their moti-
ons. It is the Pole-ftar by which the political
pilot muft: ever guide the helm of govern-
ment, where too keen a purfuit of it does
not interfere with the faith of treaties, or the
natural rights of mankind. An accurate dif-
cernment therefore of the true intereft of a
nation, and a iteady allive prudence in the
purfuit of ity  conflitute the true political
wifdom that ought to diftinguifh every ftatef-
’ man.,
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man. And fo fenfible are minifters of every
complexion of the truth of this doctrine, that,
however felfith and pernicious their views,
they feldom fail to cover them over with
the plaufible and fpecious colouring of na-
tional advantage.

THE eftablifhing a grand COMMERCIAL
INTEREST feems now to be the great ob-
Jject of the regard and attention of the different
ftates of Europe. To this they are every day
facrificing the lefs important confiderations of
national pride and prejudice. Whatever,
therefore, tends to promote or obftruct this
great principle of government,is now become
amatter of ferious confequence,which deferves.
the clofeft attention and the tendereft care.
And amidft the rivalthip and contention of
the feveral European powers in attaining this
capital point, happy will that nation be, whofe
adminiftration fhall lead to fuch meafures as
are moft conducive to this end, as a fuperi=
ority may now be gained that may blaft the
hopes, and at once dath the expectations, of
its afpiring competitors.

Ir there is any one, who at prefent bids fair-
eft for this pre-eminence, it ‘is Great- Britain,

" whofe

-
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whofe free and happy conftitution moft ad-
mirably prote¢ts and cherithes an enterprizing
commercial {pirit. A fecurity of perfon and
property is effentially neceffary to the very
being of a commercial nation, and in this re- .
{pe& none of its rivals can claim fuperiority
to the happy fubjetts of Britain, whofe wife
and valiant anceftors have handed down to
them this glorious fecurity, fealed with their
blood. But not even this, nor her natural
fituation fo well adapted for fafety from her
enemies and the advancement of her trade,
nor yet the altive genius and temper of her
children may be {ufficient to enfure her fuc-
cefs, if her colonies are neglected or opprefi-
ed. It properly attended to, they will prove
the true fources of her wealth and power, and
enable her to foar above her emulating neigh-
bours, who will view her rapid progrefs with
envy and admiration. To enumerate the
many mutual advantages they have already
réceived from their clofe and intimate con-
ne&tion would be no eafy tafk---but it would
require little lefs than infpiration to forfee all .
the reciprocal advantages that will attend a
future Union between them formed upon
proper, upon gcnf:ious principies.

To
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‘To point out thofe that are moft obvious,
and which muft neceflarily follow, is the de-
fign of this Effay, which pretends to no more
than fketching out the imperfe&t out-lines of
_ 2 picture, whofe beauty has indeed been
fhaded : but we truft and believe that time:
and experience will point out thofe blemifhes,
and focn reflore it to its former purity and
luftre.  To facilitate this has been the defign
of the generous friend to this inftituticn, who
propofed the difcuffion of the prefent fubject;
and it is a defign worthy the benevoleat
patriotic {pirit of an Englifh Senator,

Rome the miftrefs of the world and arbiter
of nations, by her wife policy and prudent con-
duct to her allies and colonifts, raifed herfelf to

an aftonithing pitch of grandeur and power ;
fhe encouraged, fhe incorporated, and never

deprived them of any effential privileges. | By
thefe rules fhe gained their affeGtions, and of
fattious, turbulent citizens, and often of in-
veterate enemies ‘the made faithful, zealous,
~and ufeful fubjetts. Great-Britain has at
much expence of blood and treafure fecured
and protected her American colonies from the
defigns of Framce, who viewed their rifing
power and growing importance with a jealous
eye, and therefore determined to nip them in.
the
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the bud, before they could ripen to any de-
gree of formidable perfection. Happily for
us thefe ambitious and fatal projects were
crufhed by the united valour and {kill of
Great-Britain and her provinces. To a hap-
Py and fuccefsful Union in War, let us then
add the happy and harmonious Union of
Peace, nor lofe its bleffings by in-attention
to, or difregard of, the ineftimable advantages
that may, nay that muft attend it.

Colonies are emigrations trom the- mother
country, either occafioned by aquick Popula-
tion, foas to render it too fmall for the fupport
of its growing inhabitants ; or by Oppreflion,
Tyranny, and undue exercife of Power ; or

fometimes by the diftreffes and defolation of
War.

In the firft cafe, they are always formed not
only with the countenance, but with the
exprefs encouragement and direction of the
mother country.---In the fecond inftance un-
lefs prohibited by legal authority, they ge-
nerally go with its implyed confent. In the
laft, which was, the cafe of the Trgjans after
the deftruction ot Troy, they go under a ne-
ceflity which is fuperior to all law. Ineither
of thefe cafes then, but efpecially the two

L arft,
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~ firft, they cannot be fuppofed to relinquifh
their claim to any of the rights and privileges
of the country from which they go, nor yet ta
have forfeited it. No; however remote, they
ftill continue fubjeéts of the fame kingdom,
and unlefs {pecially relinquifhed, intituled to
all the liberties, privileges, and immunities
of that country, of which they form one or
more of the conftituent parts. If this be as
true in fact as it is grateful in fuppofition, the
analogy made by an eminenr writer * berween
the American colonies and thofe of Spain,
which he fuppofes to be fettled upon the {fame
principles, and therefore to be governed by
the fame policy, muft appear very ftrange.
But the principle upon which it is founded,
is as erroncous as the confequence deduced
from it is derogatory to Encrisu LizerTy.

The Americax Coronizs have been entire-
fettled by thofe who came under the immedi-
ate protection and countenance of the govern-
ment, or fled to it as an alylum from arbi-
trary and oppreflive power. A due confider-
ation of the rights they claim, and the duties
they owe to the mother country, may be ne-
ceffary in fome degree to afcertain ‘with pre-
cifion the advantages that will accrue from a

compleat
¥ Dr., Strahan’s Preface to Domat’s Civil Law.
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compleat, and perfect Union. Thefe rights
and daties are rReciPrROCAL, as well as the
Intereft which arifes from them.

‘TuE Rights we claim are the full and free
enjoyment of CONSTITUTIONAL LIBERTY,
PROTECTION from foreign invafions, and en-
couragement in cvery commercial intereft, which

does not directly interfere with that of the
mother country.

Tue Duties we owe, are O;}EDIENCB under
conftitutional and legal reftriCtions, and an
exclufive preference to the mother country in
every article of commerce and trade. Under
one or other of thefe heads, however widely
diffufed, may be comprized every duty, either
owing to or from the mother country. And
and it is by a due and mutual obfcrvance of
thefe only, that their refpective and reciprocal
interefts can be promoted. From this juft
and wife policy will flow all thofe advantages
which render a clofe and perfect Union {o de-
firable an object---and thefe may be confider-
ed either as they tend to increafe the power
and glory of Great-Britain, or as they ad-
vance its grand commercial intereft, and

become
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become the channels of its wealth. Or with
regard to the Colonies, as they conduc; to
their fafety, nourifhment and protection ; for
though the true riches of a nation are faid to
confift in the number of its inhabitants, and
treafures are called the finews of war, it’is very
certain a nation may be very poor, and very
powerful at the fame time ; or abound with
wealth, and yet be weak and impotent. Rome,
in its early ages, was poor in every thing but
the public fpirit and bravery of her people,
while the was the dread and terror of the
nations round her. And Spain is at prefent
a lively inftance that wealth and power are
not infeparable; who, as the treafures of the
Indies have flowed in upon her, has loft the
martial animated {pirit of her anceftors.

As fubjetts of the fame kingdom, bearing
allegiance to the fame Prince, and controuled
by the fame executive power, the Americans
are bound to contribute, in proportion to
their numbers and abilities, to the defence
and fafety of the common caufe. What an
acceflion of power to the Britifb empire then
is three millions of fubjefts, dutiful, loyal

and brave, who have on many occafions
‘ diftinguifhed
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- diftinguithed themfelves, and fhewn they
were not unworthy the glorious ftock from
which they fprung; who intereft themfelves
in the honour and glory of the nation, and
partake of the veneration and refpect due
to it? :

Here is a fund of hardy, brave foldiers,
inured to fatigue and frugality, ready to
engage in the fervice of Great-Britain, when-
ever fhe thinks proper to require them.
From this fruitful, this increafing fource,
her armies and ‘navies may receive conftant
fupplies, not of mercenary hierlings ready to
engage in the fervice of the higheft bidder,
but faithful, dutiful children, animated with
becoming fortitude, freedom and loyalty.
Thefe, if encouraged, cherithed and protet-
ed, will indeed prove

«« Of Britain’s empire the fupport and

ftrength.”
. Thompfon.

In order to make a colony of the moft ufe

and benefit to the mother country, it is ne-

ceffary that its climate, its foil, and natural
produce
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produce, fhould be effentially different from
hers. This will create a neceffary connection
and dependance between them. The Inter-
changing the commodities and produce of
the éne, for thofe of the other, will not only
deftroy the heart-burnings and jealoufy of a
competition, but produce an intercourfe
equally beneficial and durable to both. Itis
happy, therefore, when the fubjeéts of Com-
merce cannot be the fame, as they thereby
reap an advantage, from which other nations
are excluded, who might either by with-
holding diftrefs them, or raife the ballance
againft them when their neceflities were.
~ not mutual and equal. Inthis refpect, Great-
Britain is peculiarly happy in her Colonies,
whofe wide extent and different fituations in-
clude a variety of climates, foils and produce,
and thus form a proper bafis for the com-
mercial intereft, to which every other con-
fideration fhould fubmit. The iflands produce
commodities which the mother country muft
ufe, and yet cannot raife; thefe thercfore fhe
muft procure by an intercourfe with her co-
lonies, or lie at the mercy of thofe powers
whofe intereft it' might occafionally be to
‘ diftrefs




£e® ]
diftrefs* her, But what adds to the 4d-
vantage §s, that the fubjects of commerce are
-not only eafily procured, but procured by
a mutual exchange, equally convenient and
fatisfactory to both; and at the fame time a
large revenue fecured, not only upon the
home confumption, but on the furplus be-
yond their refpetive wants and neceffities.
Thus alfo, as to the continent, Greas-Britain,
both as a naval and commercial nation, would
be in a critical, dangerous fituation, if the
did not hold within her own reach, all the
materials neceflary for the fupport of both,
An intire dependance upon any of her neigh-
bours for one neceffary article would, in fome
degree, make her fubjeét to that neighbour,
But her Colonies fet her above every appre-
henfion of this kind. Her Nortbern provinces
abound with timber of every kind, neceffary
for building and equipping her navies. Im-
menfe bodies of Ore, both Iron and Copper,
are already difcovered and ufefully employ-
ed ; and, doubtlefs, much more lies ftill con-
cealed in the bowels of the earth, whofe
foil, it properly cultivated and encouraged,
is richly produ@ive of tlemp and Flax; for
M the
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the tormer of which Great-Britain ?'fty’s, cont-
munibs annis, [.300,000 fterling.  Het
more Southern Colonies furnifh her with the

few remaining marine artxcles of Pitch, Tar
and Turpentme.

~ Here then are found all the materials of
Timber, Tron, Cordage, andévery other fpe-
ciesof Naval Stores, neceflary for the fupport,
nay, the exiftence of Great-Britain as a ‘'ma-
ritime power. Should T'here mention bodies
of Saltpetre, the fpontaneous produce of the
earth, I may perhaps be thought too ‘pre-
mature; but if the promifing appearances of
that ufeful and expenfive, but neccfiary com-
modity, be happily confirmed, here is'a new
fource of national wealth and independance.
A large and conftant ballance, which Great-
Britain pays to the Indies in fpecie, will be
infrantly faved, and a furer, quicker, and
cheaper fupply at''once fecured. Next to
the fubjeéls of Commerce, which are necef-

fary to enable the mother country to main~

tain her independance: and rank among the
other powers' of Europe, we may place all
thefe, which are arricles of convenience,
Luxury, and the furplus of thofe com-

modities

B T

PRt S

e N



;

R e T

Logv ]
modities - which are not applied to naval
purpofes. The real and abfolute neceffaries
of life are but few, the fubjeéts of Com-
merce are many and various, as they contri-
bute not only to the real, but the imaginary,
capricious wants, of mankind, To provide
therefore againft thefe wants, upon advan-
_tageous terms, is a juft and neceffary policy;
and there are few, very few, of thefe articles,
which the colonifts cannot furnith, under
proper encouragements. The iflands tender
the various produce of their climate equal in
quantity and quality with thofe of their neigh-
bours. The Southern Colonies of North-
America have, as far as the infancy of the
country will permit, produced the different
articles of Silk, Rice, Indigo, Tobacco, and
even the Tea plant has not been altogether
uncultivated. Some of thefe have been car-
ried to a ‘much greater degree of cultivation
than others ; but where it has, Greas-Britain
has received a proportionate benefit. In the
inftance of Tobacco only, fhe has become not
only the fole vender, but almoft the fole ma-
nufacturer tor Europe, befides the immenfe
revenue flowing immediately into her ex-

chequer,
M2 ané
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WinEs are anarticle of luxury, and it

is perhaps upon that account they have
not been fo much attended to by the frugal,
temperate American; but it is certain, not
only from theory, but experience, that the
- fituation and foil of many parts of this ex-
tended continent, are well adapted for pro-
ducing them. To what degree of perfection
not only the cultivation of thefe, but the
other aiticles of convenience and luxury may
aftive, is difficul to determine; but it is eafy
to fee, that the great, the eventual profit, will
terminatein Great- Britain. 1mentioned before
the produce of the Colonies as Naval Stores,
but confidered as the raw materials of great
and extenfive manufatories, which givebread
to thoufands; and of 1idle, clamorous
flarving fubjects, make ufeful and induftrious
citizens, I cannot err, when I fay they are
immenfely ufeful to their mother country.
Upon a view of the foreign trade of Great-
Britain, we fhall find, that except that to
Portugal, the ballance is againft her in every
one. To Ruffia, to Sweden, to Denmark, to
Germany, fhe pays annually large fums in
fpecie, for thofe very commodities which her
Aunerican Colonies can and do produce; and
a great writer has obferved, ¢“That a country
: ¢ which
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¢ which conftantly exports fewer manufac-
¢ tures or commodities than it receives, will
 foon find the ballance finking, will re-
 ceive lefs and lefs, till falling into extreme
¢ poverty, it will receive nothing at all.”

Here then we may trace the great utility of
the Colonies, not only that they afford a con-
ftant and fure fupply of the fubjeéts ot com-
merce, neceflary for the fupport of the power
and manufaltures of the mother country,
butin that the has an indifputable exclufive
preference in the fale of them; and the Colo-
hies in return are the fixed and conftant
cuftomers for all her manufattures and com-
modities, to which they are indifpenfably
obliged to give the preference over thofe of
other countries ; for as the defign of colo-
nizing was not to found a new empire, but
to extend the old, there is no impropriety in
appropriating the trade of the Colonies to
the mother country only. If the ballance
was therefore in favour of Colonies, as is the
cafe between Great-Britain and the Eaft-
Indies, it would be more eligible it thould fall
into the hands of its own fubjects, however
remote, than into thofe of a foreign power.

But where that ballance ‘is attually and |
greatly
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greatly in favour of the mother country, it
becomes an intereft that ought to be very
dear ; to the cultivating of which, the greateft
care and attention of government fhould be
applied. That this is the cafe of Great-
Britain and her continential Colonies, the vaft
exportation of bullion, and the ftill remain-
ing debt of five millions, moft evidently
evince. With what a rapid, aftonithing pro-
grefs, this beneficial, this lucrative trade has
advanced, the growing increafe of the ex-
ports declare, which arofe from the Year
1744, from [. 1,436,227, to the amazing
amount of £. 2,710,520. ~ To this the mo-
ther country,in a great meafure,owes her con-
tinuance as a trading nation, when deprived
of her valuable Levant trade and her inter-

courfe even with Portugal greatly diminifhed,

and leffened by her adtive induftrious rivals,
the French and Dutch. It is from this foun-
tain thofe treafures flow, which enable her to
pay the refpective ballances to thofe countries
with whom fhe trades, on a difadvantageous
footing. America, it is true, does not extraét
them immediately from her own bowels, She
has a more valuable and durable refource, in
the

el
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i the labour and induftry of her inhabitants;
who exchange the furplus of their commodi-
ties, beyond their own confumption, (and
which might, in feme refpects, interfere with
the ftaples of the mother country, or at leaft
be ufelefs to her) for thofe treafures which
are only valuable to the colonifts, as they
enable them to difcharge paft, and contract
future engagements for the manufactures of '
Great-Britain.

Wuipg, therefore, fhe poflefles a market,
which fhe can call exc/ufively her own, fubject
to her own regulations, and the ballance
always in her favour; whatev¢r the Colonies
may acquire from any collateral branches of.
trade, will quickly flow to the mother coun-
try, as the great centre of all their external
profits. To reftrain, therefore, or rather
ftop up thole channcls of remittance, is, in
effect, to prohibit the conflumption of the
manufaltures of Great-Britain, as our defires
to procure them have at all times been equal
to, and fometimes exceed, our ability to pay
for them. Whence it follows, that a policy
which enfures a fmall immediate revenue, at
rhe expence of a great, though indire&t

nationdl
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national gain, is mean and fordid, unworthy

the noble enterprizing fpirit of a commercial
nation,

Bur 1 thould leave this fubject very imper-
fe&t indeed, if I fhould omit two great funds
of national wealth and power, the Fisuer1es
and the Fur-Trape. The firft of thefe is
2 mine richer than that of Posofi, and more
inexhauftible. For while our Fifheries ferve
as a great fubje€t of commerce, they are alfo
a fruitful nurfery of brave, hardy feamen,
trained up to fatigue, to difficulty and danger.

Tue Fur-TrapEe, which is now fecured
almoft beyond the reach of accident, is dou-
bly valuable, as it is enjoyed folely and ex-
clufively---an advantage whichis not confined
to a monopoly of the raw materials, and en-
hances their price only, but enables Great-
Britain to be both the merchant, and the
manufatturer alfo, and that upon her own
terms ; while other nations muft depend up-
on a precarious uncertain fupply, which
which may either be raifed in its price, or

totally withheld, as the fluctuating policy of

interet or friendfhip fhall require. This
acquifition
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acquifition is not only valuable, as it will
probably revive a languithing, dying manu-
factory, but as it is a prefent, an actual, and
confiderable fource of revenue, both on the
home confumption, and alfo ‘on that of
foreigners.

Tueseare a few of the principal advantages
with which a proper cultivation, eftablifhment
and tender regard of the Colonies may be
attended to the mother country. She has
likewife many inferior ones. The refidence of
thofe of afuent fortunes who may be led thi-
ther by veiws of education, or mere curiofity

isnot aitogether unworthy regard. Thefe all

depend on, and can only flow from a perfet
compleat Union----by fupporting that relati-
onfhip between the Mother country and her
Colonies, which has planted in their bofoms
fo ftrong and lively an affettion, as to dif-
tinguith Great-Britain by the tender endear-
ing appellation of HoME.

BuT ’tis time now that we fhould turn to
the Coronies and fee what advantages they
may propofe to themfelves from a dutiful and
affe€tionate Un1on with the mother country 5
and from our paft feelings we fhall readily

N acknowledge
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acknowledge we ftand in need of her protec-
tion, nurture and care. Expofed by our
fituation, by a rivalthip and competition of
Interefts, and yet in a ftate of infancy, it
would be extremely difficult, if not impof-
fible, to form any Union among ourfelves
that would be fufficient to repel the attacks
of a formidable invader., In this weak, this
defencelefs ftate, therefore, we muft look up
to our indulgent parent, whofe vigorous,
Malutary aid we have fo often already expe-
rienced. Upon her we muft rely for fupport,
and under her wing fhelter ourfelves againit
any attempts of thofe, whofe principles and
government are incompatible with our Re-
ligion and Liberty. A f{eparation would be
attended with certain ruin to the Colonies,
in their prefent fituation, as they muft ne-
ceffarily fall a prey to one or other of thofe
powers, who would fnatch with eagernefs fo
tempting a prize.

Tue firft principle of nature, felf-prefer-
vation, therefore, ditates to the Colonies, 2
fteady, a ftrict adherence to the mother coun-
try, as upon that depends the enjoyment of
every invaluable privilege of a civil or religi-
ous nature. But we niay not only confider her

as
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as the prote&or, but as the nurfing mother
of her Colonies. Arts, Sciences, Agriculture
and Commerce, rife by flow degrees, and are
long before they arrive to any degree of per,
feGtion. They are not of quick or fpon-
taneous growth. They muft be planted,
cherifhed and encouraged. And have we not
experienced the tendernefs of our mother
country in this refpet, by her bounties dif-
perfed not only in public channels, but by
private focieties and patriotic individuals ?
Have we not reafon to expect a continuance
and perhaps an increafe of her benevolent
efforts in our behalf ? Thus taking our enter-
prizing genius by the hand, and leading it
on in the paths of induftry and ufeful im-
provements. : :

To turn the attention of the Colonies to
the cultivation of thofe fubjetts of Commerce
which the mother country does not, or can-
not produce, tho’ to her it may be eventually

rofitable, is to the Colonies immediately and
dire@ly fos; and when it is done by mild, by
bountiful meafures, deferves our gratitude
and thankful returns. A fixed and perma-
nent Unton between Great-Britain and her

Colonies, is abfolutely neceffary for the pre-
N2 ’ {ervation
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fervation of the peace and harmony of their
internal adminifiration. For to form the
conftitution and plan of a new government,
or even to new model and revife the old, is
no eafy or inconfiderable tafk. That of the
mother country has been the work of ages;
and, to ufe the words of an eminent writer,
feems di¢tated by wifdom itfelf.  While,
therefore, the colonifts can enjoy all the blef
fings of an Engli/b conftitution undiminithed
and uninterrupted, it would be fuperlative
madnefs and folly to run the rifk of 2 change,
-which could not poffibly be for the better,
and might be infinitely worfe. Unconneéted
and divided as they are at prefent, both in
firuation and intereft (owing to the difference

f Settlement, of Charters, of Religion, and
Commerce, which are often clathing) how
difficult, and next to impefiible, would it be
to refcue them from a ftate of anarchy ; and
form a conftitution, for which T will venture
to fay trom the extent of America, there can
no precedent be found; a conftitution which
at the fame time that it reconciles thefe jar-
ring interefts, muft preferve every religious
and civil Liberty intire ? :

Tuz
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Tuedifficulties of an Union for the purpofes
of empire, are almoft infuperable. To canton
out the provinces into petty independent
kingdoms, befides the arduous tafk of fettling
the internal police, would fubjeft them not
only to perpetual* quarrels with each other,
but render them an eafy prey to fome foreign

_power, as they would fingly be weak, though

united under one head, truly formidable.
The only remaining refource of defperate
difirefs, muft be to form the provinces into
diflriéts, having full' power ot legiflation
within themiclves—-but fubje&t to the con-
troul of fome fupreme, fuperintendant au-
thority raifed out of the colle&tive body, as
in fome inftances in Germany, or with more
probability like Holland or Switzerland.. But
this the vaft extent of the Colonies will render
almoft impoflible, as it would give being to
an ariftocracy---a kind of government as re-
pugnant to the genius and temper of America,
as defpotic monarchy.

I THEREFORE repeat it, that the prefer-
vation of our laws, commerce, and every
other blefling of domeftic peace, by the wife
policy of the mother country, can only be
made the balis of a clofe and firm connection

between her and them,
NexT



[ 4025}

Nzxr to the fecurity of a ftate, its wealth
and convenience are to be regarded, and to
judge how beneficial Great-Britain is to the
Colonies in this refpect, it may be pyoper to
remark, that as other countries produce the
fame commodities, and have hitherto been
able to underfell the Americans in a variety of
articles, wherever an exclufive, or even a pre-
ferable market has been given to the latter,
the advantage muft be obvious. This has
been done in many inftances by prohibitions,
or by duties charged on fuch commodities as
interfered with thofe from the Colonies, which
in fome cafes amount to a prohibition. The
Britifb Whale Fifhery has been almoft wholly
given up, in favour of the American Fifheries.
Sugars, Hemp, Indigo and Tobacco, befides
a variety of other articles from the Colo-
nies, have met with every mark of encourage-
ment, while the fame commodities from other
countries have been difcountenanced,or whol-
ly prohibited. This is wife and juft policy in
the mother country, at the fame time that
it difcovers a tender regard to her children,
and makes it their intereft to unite more
clofely. In fhort they have every thing that
can make a nation great, happy and power-
ful to hope from a Union, every thmg that is
dangerous to fear from a divifion.

< Divide
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¢ Diwvide et impera,” was thc\Romzm mot-
to. May it not be applicable to Great-
Britain and her American Colonies, who, if
united, have proved themfelves equal, nay
fuperior to two of the principal powers of
Europe, but if divided, if ftruggling with in-
teftine commotions and civil difcord, I fear
will prove unable to contend with either.
This, to ufe the expreflion of a great and
eminent friend of the Colonies, is the grand
FamiLy CompacT, which muft be cemented
by every tie of duty, loyalty and affection
from the Provinces, and every mark of kind
prote&ting tendernefs from the mother coun- -
try. A fatal, undefcerning policy had almoft
fnapt thefe interefting cords afunder, never
perhaps to have been clofed again; but the
guardian genius of Brifain and of America
ftept between them and ruin, and with out-
ftretched hand faved a finking nation.

Tue Romans decreed a crown to him who

faved the life of a citizen in battle; but what
crowns or ftatues can do fufficient honour to

the Man or Men' who fave a country, a king-
dom, in the hour of diftrefs, and refcue a fal-
ling ftate from the brink of ruin? Roeme may

guftly boaft her Brutus’s, her Curtius’s, her
Cato’s



[ 104 ]

Cato’s and her Tully's---they were the Prrrs,
the Conways and the Barres of that age, alike
warmed by the facred fire of Liberty, alike
crowned with Immortality, and handed down
to pofterity the wonder and delight of ad-
miring nations. Thefe glorious architects;
nobly aided by many others whofe names
will be held in long veneration, have prop’d
the tottering fabrick of the Britifh EmpirE,
and pointed out that noble. generous policy,
which will make one great fyftem of govern-
ment, whereof Britain will be the cemmon
centre of attraction.

Unpzr fuch a policy, we can with joy look
forwards, and behold Prace, LiBerTY and
Commerck diffufing their kindly influence
over all the parts of GREAT-BrITAIN’S Em-
pire; whofe true happinefs and permanent
fecurity can be no way effectually eftablithed
but by < a perpetual Unton between her and
her AmMericaN CoLoniEs!”

End of DISSERTATION IIL
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DISSERTATION 1V,
By Francis Hopkinson, Efg;

= yewet'T this important juncture, when
% A w theeyes of all America are lifted
! . & to the mother country in anxious
A, expeftation; when trembling fear
or bold defiance, enlivening hope or myfteri-
ous furmife, diftract every breaft and fit in
every brow; what fubject can be more inte-
refting than the “ Reciprocal advantages of a
perpetual Union between Greas- Brztam and
her Colonies”? and yet there is no fubject,
perhape, which the public is fo little difpofed
to receive with candour, and judge of with
impartiality. How then fhall 'a native of
America, and an unexperienced writer, ef-
pecially in matters of fuch high importance,
prefume to draw his pen? But the worthy
Gentleman who has propofed this fubjett,
and back’d his propofal with the reward of

diftinguifhed honour, has raifed in us who are
O ‘ candidates
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candidates on this occafion, that ambition
which hath, in all ages, prompted men to
greater undertakings than cooler judgement
would have fuffered them to engage 1n.

I po not mean, in this Zttle Effay, to cal-
culate the advantages of trade between Greot-
Bri‘ain and her Colonies, in order to fhew
that they are reciprocal. By the very nature
of Commerce they muft be fo. There is no
country in the world that exports ftaple com-
modities or manufactures,but for anadvantage
to be gained; or imports them, but for the
fame reafon.

As the God of nature has adapted different
countries to abound in different kinds of pro-
duce, or excell in various ufcful arts; it is
evident, that a commercial intercourfe muft
redound to the benefit of the whole. But how
mu t this advantage be increafed whea we
confider that Great Britoin, in her trade with
her Colonies, does not fupport a foreign peo-
ple, whofe religion, politics and cuftoms are
differerit from her own; but fhe fupports and
nourifhes her own offspring, at the fame time
that fhe enriches herfelf by the natural profits
of an extenfive trade; and fhe ftrengthens
herfeif by protecting and encouraging her
own religion, govérnment and cuftoms, trani=

planted to Amerfm.
COMMERCE

B TS



oy i

" Commerce between Great-Britain and her
Colonies, is like the wholefome food which a
man eats. He cannot fay, his head, his
hands or his feet, are more particularly bene-
fited by it; but the finer parts thereof circu-
late through the whole body, and the whole
body is nourithed and fupported.

Tue three grand objects worthy the atten-
tion of a wife people, are the ftate of their
Commerce, Liber:y and Religion. If the Com-
merce, the Liberty, and Religion, both of Great-
Britain and her Colonies can alone be fup-
ported and ftrengthened by a clofe and lafting
Union between them, then the reciprocal ad-
wantages of fuch an Union muft be felf-
evident.

I mave flightly touched the firft of thefe.
There have been fo many accurate mercantile
calculations made in almoft every pamphlet
that has been lately publithed on the fubje&,
thatI take it for granted, as a truth univerfally
admitted, that the advantagesof trade between
Great-Britain and her Colonies are reciprocal.

Witn refpect to political Liberty, thould
it not be the glory of England to traniplant,
to water and carefully to nurfe, even in a

02 diftant
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diftant land, a fyftem of government which
is the admiration of the world; and fhould

not Amerita adopt, and chearfully fubmit to

fuch a government? Were it poflible for
Great-Britoin, with an high and arbitrary
hand, to think of fnatching from her Colonies
the eflential privileges of Englifbmen, and yet
would have them fubmit as Englifhmen to her
government, and bear only the name and ap-
pearance of the free-born fons of Liberty ; it
would be to drefs her flaves in livery, anddeck
America in robes of paper, to make her the
contempt and derifion of every other nation,
On the other hand, fhould the Colonies, with
bafe ingratitude, attempt to throw off all
dependance on the mother country, they
would put themfelves in the fituation of a
filly girl, who leaves the guidance and pro-
teftion of a wife and affectionate parent, and
wandering away expofes: herfelf to ruin by
the artful infinuations of every wicked and
defigning ftranger. But why fhould the
mutual connection between the parent-
country and her Colonies ever come into
queftion? Are we not one nation and one
people? And do we not own obedience to
e one
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one ‘common King? Thofe who adopt the
fame religion, the fame plans of govcrn;ncnt,
and the fame cuftoms, are undoubtedly of
the fame nation. Different climates and dif-
ferent foils mark out countries, but not
nations. We of America, are in all refpects
Englifbmen, notwithftanding that the Atlantic
rolls her waves between us and the throne to
which we all oewn allegiance. Nor can we,
though in ever fo flourithing a flate, throw off
our dependance, or diffolve this Union, with-
out breaking the very bonds of nature. As
well might chie branch fay unto the trunk,
See how 1 glow with bloffoms and wave with
foliage: I have no further need of thy fap,
keep 1t for thy own nourifhment!

On the other hand, does not Great-Britain
by traniplanting her conftitution into America,
as a {cion from the ftock, propagate her own
likenefs? Nay, does the not make unto her-
felf another crown and another fceptre?

In all attacks that fhall be made upon

~ Great-Britain by the numerous rivals of her

.

power, and enemies to her profperity; her
colonies, like a number of dutiful and pro-
mifing
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mifing children, growing up round her, will
more and more add to her ftrength, and
contribute to her importance. And fhould
it ever happen, amid the revolution of things
human, that thofe enemies fhould prevail
againit her, what could her fons lofe but the
beautiful ifland they have fo long pofiefied?
Even in that cafe (which we truft and believe
will never happen) they might find in the
Colonies a fute afylum; thither they might
remove with all the noble privileges of
their conftitution, as to a people and coun-
try they can call their own; and the Britifb
throne might yet fhine with undiminifthed
glory even in the prefent wilds of .merica.

LasTLy, with refped to the religious li-
berties of the people of England, how precious
they are, let the price which has been paid
for, them .declare------ And thefe will be as
much ftrengthened by a perpetual Union with
the colonies, as their civil liberties.

Burt exclufive of this eonfideration, it cer-
tainly muft be the glory of Great-Britain to

propagate, protect and encourage in her co-
lonies that facred fyftem of religious truth

3 which®
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which fhe holds fo dear. Indeeéd that fhe

herfelf judges in this manner is evident from
her many charitable donatioas for promoting
the intereft of learning and virtue in America.

In fhort, the Proteftant Religion, and par-
ticularly that excellent branch of it the na-
tional Church of England, is the pure and
healchful air in which the political conftitution
of Great Britain, moves and breathes with
health and vigour; religious Liberty being

hereby fixed on as firm and broad a bafis as
Civil leer(y hoth of w}uch arc 1o eﬁ“enfh‘llly

interwoven with the nature “of her govern-
ment, thatit cannot be admniftered without
them. Nor can her empire be more effec-
tually ftrengthened, than by extending with
it whatever fhe finds valuable in her own pof-
feffion. This is her intereft, and it muft be
her honour, as it 1s likewife the intereft and ;
honour ot the Colonies to receive, nourifh
and join with her in the fupport of every
thing of this kind,lwhich can only be done
by a pcrpetual Union between tl‘lcm.

How deteftable then muft the politician

be, who fhall ever attempt to kindle the de-
firutive
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fiructive flames of jealoufy between two
friends, whom nature feems to have united in
the clofeft bonds, and whofe hearts and in-
terefts are and ever ought to be one? Should
any one cver fucceed in this (which God for-
bid) I doubt not but that after much cruel
contention and unnatural bloodfhed, each
would rufh into the other’s arms, and em-
phatically cry out, ¢ We are both in the E
wrong.”

Tuis fubjet might be expanded into vo-
lvmes, and no doubt will be; but 1 leave the
full difcuffion of it to more able hands; and
humbly hope this /ztle Effay will be accepted
as the oblation of one who intimately feels
the importance of this great truth, that « a
perpetual Union between Grear-Britain and
her Colonies will ever be reciprocally ad:
vantageous.”

kF I N Ij‘/;

Rie———










Mod. Wit
wz
10

o
\”IHO

¢\







	Four dissertations, on the reciprocal advantages of a perpetual union between Great-Britain and her American colonies
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 


