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"MONGST the many calamities with which
A the Almighty isspleafed to vifit the children of
A men, in order to reduce them to a juft fenfe of
their owp weaknefs and engire dependance upon. him,
there is {carce any that are more productive of true peni-
tent humiliation and of alfight of what is really good and
truly evil, than thofe contagious diftempers, which an of-
fénded God fometimes fuffers to rage amongft the people.
In the year 1665 the city of Londen was forely vifited by
the plague: An account of the progrefs and effets of
that vilitation was kept by a citizen who remained there
during the whole time of the ficknefs, and appears to
have been candid and judicious in his remarks thereon.
1 truft my readersmay, in a fhort defcription of that me-
morable judgmen’, meet with fuch leflons of beft wif-
dom, which nathing can fo effectually produce, as aclofe
and ferious converfe with death and the grave. The in-
troduction of this contagion in London was by fome
goods imported from Holland, which had been brought
thither from the Levant. It firft broke out in the houfe
where thofe-goods were opened, from whence it fpread
to other hou'es. In the firfthoufe that was infected there
died four perfons: A neighbour who went to vifit them
returning home, gave the diftemper to her family, and
died with all her houthold. The parifh officers who were,
employed ‘about the fick perfons being alfo infected, the
phyficians perceived the danger, and, upen narrowin-
fpection, affured, that it was indeed the plague with 2ll
its terrifying particulars, and that it threatened a general
“infechion. The people began now to be alarmed all over
the town ; - the ufual number of burials within the bills of
miortality for 2 week ‘were generally about 246 to 300,
but from the 17th to'the 24th Jan. the printed bill was
474. However this went off again, and the froft cons
tinuing very fevere till near the end of February, the
bills decreafed ag«in, and people began tolook upon the
‘danger-as gond as over; bucin May the bills greasly in=
creafed, and the weather becoming hot, the infection
fpread again, in a dreadful manner, 4
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I lived, fays the author, without Aldgate, and as thie
diftemper had not reached to that fide of the city, our
neighbourhood continued eafy; but at the other end of
the town ‘the confternation was very great, and the no-
bility and gentry thronged out of the town with their
families in an unufual manner ; nothing was to be feen
but ‘waggons, carts and coaches with goods and people,
and horfe-men attending them, hurrying away; then
empty waggons and carts appeared, who were appa=-
rently retirning to fetch more people, befides innumer=
able numbers of people on horfeback, fitted out for tra=
velling.” This was a very melancholy profpe; indeed
there was nothing elfe of moment to be feen; it filled
my mind with very ferious thoughts of the mifery that
was coming upon the city, and the unhappy condition
of thofe that would beleft in it. By the end of July the
contagion had fpread and increafed to a great degree:
Sorrow and fadnefs fat upon every face; and though
fome parts were not yet overwhelmed, all looked deeply
concerned. London might well be faid to be all in tears,
the mourpers did not go about the fireets, for nobody
made a formal drefs of mourning for their neareft rela~
tions, but the voice of mourning was indeed heard in the
ftreets; the fhricks of women and children at the win-
dows and doors of their houfes where their deareft rela-
tions were dying, were {o frequent to be heard as we
pafled the ftreets, that it was enough to pierce the ftouteft
heart in the world. Tearsand lamentations were feen al-
moft in every houfe, efpecially in the firft part of the vi-
fitation ; for towards the latter end peopledid not fo much
concern themfelves for the }ofs of their friends, expecting
that themfelves fhould be fummoned the next hour.

It was a time of very unhappy breaches amongft us;
in matters of religion, divifions and feparate opinions pre-
vailed; the Church of England was lately reftored, and
the Prefbyterians and other profeffions had fet up their
meetings for worfhip, apatt, in which they. were fre-
quently difturbed, the government endeavgurmg to fup~
- prefs their meetings. But this dreadful vifitation recon-
' ciled the different parties, and tock away all manner of
. ™o pre-
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prejudice and fcruple from the people. But after the fick-
nels was over, that {pirit of charity fubfided, and things
returned to their own channel again. Here we may ob-
ferve, that a nearer view of death would foon reconcile
men of good principles to one another, and that it is
chiefly owing to our eafy fituations in life, and our put-
ting thefe things far from us, that our breaches are fo-
mented, apd that there is fo much prejudice “and want
of Chriftian charity and union amongft us. A clofe view
and converfe with death, or with difeafes that threaten
death, would fcum off the gall of our temper, remove
our animolities, and bring us to fee with different eyes.
On the other fide of the grave we fhall all be brethren
again..

The inns of court were now all thut up, there was
but few lawyers to be feen in the city, indeed there was
no need of them, for quarrels and divifions about in-
tereft had cefifed; every body was at peace.

It was alfo worthy of obfervation, as well as fruitful
of inftruction, to obferve with what alacrity the people
of all perfuafions embraced the opportunities they had
of attending upon the publick worthip, and other ap-
pointed times of devotion, as humiliations, faftings and
publick confeffions of fins, to implore the mercy of Gob,,
and avert the judgment which hung over their heads.
The churches were fo thronged, that there was often
no.coming near, no, not to the very door of the largeft
churches.  There was alfo daily prayers appointed
morning and evening, at which the people attended with
uncommon devotion.

All plays and interludes which had lately began to in-
creafe amongft us, were forbid to aét; the gaming-ta-
bles, publick dancing-rooms and mufick-houfes, which
multiplied and began to debauch the manners of the
people, were fhut up and fupprefled, finding indeed no
trade ; for the minds of the people were generally humbled
and agitated with other things, death was before their
eyes, and every body began to think of theirgraves.

The infection fill gradually increafed till the middle
of Auguft, when there died a thoufand a day, by acco;:mt-
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of the weekly bills, though they never gave a full zc-
count by many thoufands; many of the parifh officers
were taken fick themfelves and died when their account
was to be given in. The parifh of Stepney alone had
within the year one hundred and fixteen fextons, grave=
diggers and carriers of the dead, &c. Indeed the work
was not of a nature to allow them leifure to take an exaét
tale of the dead bodies, which were all thrown together
in the dark in a pit, to which no man could come near
without the utmoft peril.

1 had, fays the author, the care of my brother’s houfe,
which obliged me fometimes togoabroad. In thefe walks
I had difmal fcenes before my eyes, as, particularly, of
perfons falling dead in the ftreets, terrible fhricks of wo-
men, who in their agonies would throw open their cham-
ber-windows, and cry out in a difmal furprifing manner 3
it is impoffible to defcribe the variety of poftures in which
the paffions of the poor people would expre(s themfelves.
Pafling through Token- Houfe yard, of a fudden a cafe-
ment violently opened juft over my head, and a2 woman
gave three frightful {creeches, and then cry’d: Ohb/
Death, Death, Death, which ftruck me with horror and
a chilnefs in my very blood. There was nobody to be
feen in the whole ftreet, neither did any windew open,
for people had no curiofity now in any cafe. 1 went on
to pafs into Bell-Alley, where there was a greater cry
than that; I could hear women and children run (kream-
ing about the rooms like diftralted, when a garret-win-
dow opened, and fomebody from a window on the other
fide aftked, #7hat is the matter 2 Upon which it was an-
fwered, Ob Lord! my old mafler has hanged himfelf. The
other afked again, Is be quite dead? And the firft an-
fwered, Ay, ay, quite dead and cold. This perfon was 2
Deputy-Alderman and very rich. But this is butone in-
ftance; it is fcarce credible what dreadful cafes happened
in particular families every day. People in the rage of
the diftemper or in the torment of the fwelling, whieh
was indeed intolerable, becoming raving and diftracted, |
oftentimes laid violent hands upon themfelves, throwing
themfelves out of windows, or breaking.out of the

A3 houfes,
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houfes, would dance naked about the ftreets, not knoww,
ing one extafy from another ; others, if not prevented,
would run dire&ly down the river, and plunge into the:
warter. Some dying of mere grief as a paflion, and fome
of fright and furprize, without having received the in+-
fection. Itoften pierced my very foul, to hear the groans
and cries of thofe who were thus tormented ;. but this of
the fwellings was accounted the moft promifing particu~
Yor in the whole infection; for if thefe fwellings could
be brought to break and run, the patient generally re«
covered. W hereas thofe who were ftruck with death
at the beginning of the diftemper, and had fpots come
upon them, often went about indifferent eafy, till a listle
before they died, and fome till the moment they dropt
down; fuch would be taken fuddenly very fick, and
would run to fome convenient place, or to their own
houfes, if peflible, and there fit down, grow faint and
die. The method the magiftrates fell into of locking up
the doors of people’s houfes where any had taken the.
diftemper, and fetting watchmen there night and day, ta
prevent any going out to fpread the infection, locked
hard 2nd cruel, as perhaps thofe who were found in the
family, might have eicaped, if they had been removed
from the fick; but the publick good feem’d to juftify
fuch a conduct, and chere was no obtaining the lealt mi+
tigation by any application to the magiftrates. This put
p-ople who thought themfelyes well, upon many ftra-
tageins to get out of their confinements. Going out
one morning, 1 heard a great outery, which prompting
my curiofity, [ inquired the caufe of a perfon whalooked
put of a window. A watchman had been employed to
wa'ch at the door of a houfe, which was infeted and
fhuc up, both himfelf and the day-watchman attended
there 2 day and two nights. All this while no noife had
been heard, nor lights feen in the houfe; ‘neither had
they cal'ed for any thing; it feems that two or three
davs benire the dead-cart had ftopt there, and a fervants
maid had been brought down to the door dead, 'wrapt

only in a green rug, which the buriers had put into the

cart, and cairied away, The next day the watchman
’ heard
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lhieard great crying and fcreaming in the houfe, which
he fuppofed was occafioned by fome of the family dying
juft ac that time; upon which he knocked at the door
a great while, at laft one looked oury and faid with an
angry quick tone, and a voice of one that was crying,
What d’ye want, that ye make fuch a knocking? He an-
fwered :. I am the watchman: how do you do?. what is the
matter? The perfon anfwered : What isthat toyou 2 Stop
the dead-cart. T his was about one.o’clock; foon afier he
ftopt the dead-cart, and then knock’d again, but nobo

anfwered. He continued knocking,and che bellman called
feveral times: Bring out your deady but nobody anfwered,
till the man that drove the cart, being called to other
houfes, would ftay no longer, but drove away. In the
morning when the day-watchman came in, they knocked
at the door a great while, but nobody anfwering, they
got a ladder, and one of them went up to the window,
and looking into the room, he faw a woman lying dead
upon the floor, in a difmal manner: But though hecalled
aloud and knocked hard on the floor with his ftaff; no<+
body ftirred or anfwered. This they made known to the
magiftrate, who ordered the houfe to be broken open,
when nobody was found in the houfe, but that young
woman, who having been infected, and pait tecovery,
the reft had left her to die by herfelf, and were every one
gone, having found fome way to delude the watchmang
and go out. As to thofe cries and fhrieks, which he
heard, it was fuppofed, they were the paffionate cries of
the family, at the bitter parting, which, to be fure, it
was to them all ; this being the fifter to the miftrels of
the family. Many more inftances might be given, but
thefe may fuffice to fhew the deep diftre(s of that day.
Death did not now hover over every one’s head only, but
looked into their houfes and chambers, and even ftared
in their very faces; and though there was fome ftupidity
and dulne(s of mind, yet there was a great deal of juft
alarm founded in the inmoft foul: Many confeiences
were awakened ; many hard hearts melted into tearsg
many a penitent confeflion was made of crimes long
concealed. People might b}a\heard even in the Rreets

: 4 as
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as we paffed along calling upon Gob for Mercy, threugh
Jesus CHRIsT, and faying: I have been a thief; I have
been an adulterer; I have been a murderer, and the like;
and none durft ftop to make inquiry into fuch things, or
to adminifter comfort to the poor creature, who in the
anguifh both of foul 2nd body thus cried out. Many were
the warnings that were then given by dying penitents to
others, not to put off and delay their repentance to a day
of diftrefs, that fuch a time of calamity as this was no
time for repentance. 1 with, fays the author, I could re-
peat the very found of thofe groans and exclamations
that T heard from fome poor dying creatures, when in the
heigth of their agonies and diftrefs, and that I could make
him that reads this, hear as, I imagine, I now hear them,
for the found feems fhill ro ring in my ears. In the be-
ginning of September the number of burials increafing,
the church-wardens of Aldgate parith ordered a large pit
to be dug, to hold all the dead which might die in a
month, 1t was about forty feet long and fixteen broad;
fome blamed the church-wardens for fuffering fuch a
frightful gulf to be dug; neverthelefs in two weeks they
had thrown more than eleven hundred bodies into it,
when they were obliged to fill it up, as the bodies weré
come within 6 feet of the furface. My curiofity drove
me to go and fee this pit, when there had been near four
bundred people buried in it. I got admittance into the
church-yard, by means of the fexton, who was a fenfible,
religious man. He would have perfuaded me not to go,
{aying, That it was indeed their duty 1o venturé, and in it
hey might hope to be preferved ; but that, as I had no ap-
parent call, be thought, my curiofity could not juftify my run-
ning that hazard. 1 told him, I had been preffed in my
mind to go, and that perbaps it might be an inflruéting fight.
Nay, fays the good man, if you will Venture ‘upon that
Seore, in the name of GoD go in; it will be a fermon to
you, it may be the bef? you ever beard in your life. His dil-
courfes had fhockt my refolution, and I ftood wavering
for a good while; but juft then I heard the bell-men,
and the cart, loaded with dead bodies, appearing, I went
in. There was nobody, as I could perceive, at firft d‘xmh‘
3 €
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the cart but the buriers, and the man that led the cart s

but when they came to the pit, they faw a man muffled
in a cloak who appeared in great agony ; the buriers

immediately gatliered about him, fuppofing he was one
of thofe poor delirious or defperate creatures, that would
fometimes run to the pit, wrapr in blankets, and throw
themfelves in, and as they f2id, bury themfelves. When
the buriers came to him, they foon found he was neither
defperate nor diftempered in mind, but one opprefled
with a dreadful weight of grief, having his wife and fe-
veral children all in the carr, that was juft come in with
him, and he followed in agony and excefs of forrow.
He calmly defired the buriers to let him alone, faid he
would only fee the bodies thrown in, and go away ; fo
they left importuning him. But no foener was the cart
turned round, and the bodies fhot into the pit promif-
cuoufly, which was a furprife to him, for he at leaft ex-
- pected, they would have been decently laid in, though
indeed he was afterwards convinced that was im-
practicable, I fay, no fooner did he fee the fight, but he
cryed out aloud, unable to contain himfelf, and fell down
in a fwoon; the buriers ran to him, and took him up,
and when he was come to himfelf, led him to a place
where he was taken care of. He looked into the pit
again, as he went away, but the buriers had covered the
bodies fo immediately with throwing earth, that nothing
could be feen. The cart had in it {ixteen or feventeen
bodies. Some were wrapt up in linen ftheets, fome in
rugs, fome litlle other than naked, or fo loofe, that what
covering they had fell from them, in the thooting out of
the cart, and they fell quite naked among the reft; but
the matter was not much to them, or the indecency much

to any one elfe, feeing they were to be huddled together
into the common grave of mankind; for here was no
difference made, but poor and rich went together; there
was no other way of burials, neither was it poflible there
thould.

- Fobn Hayward, under-fexton, that is, grave-digger and
bearer of the dead, never had the diftemper at all, but
lived about twenty years after it. His wife was employed

" fo
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to nurfe the infeCted people; yet fhe herfelf never was
infeted. ‘The only prefervative he ufed againit the in=
fection, was holding garlick and rue in his mouth, and
fmoaking tobacco; this I had from his own mouth. His
wife’s remedy was wathing her head in vinegar, and
fprinklifig her head-clothes fo with vinegar, as to keep
them always moift; and if the fmell of any of thofe fhe:
waited on was more than ordinary offenfive, the fnuft
vinegar up into her nofe, fprinkled her head-clothes and,
held a handkerchief wetted with vinegar to her mouth,
And here 1 muft not omit mentioning the difpofi:ion -
of the people of that day, with refpe@ to their charity
to the poor, which indeed was very large both in a pub«
lick and a private way. Some pious ladies were {0 zea=
lous in this good work, and fo confident in the protection
of Providence in the difcharge of this great duty, that
they went about themfelves diftributing alms, and vifit-
ing the poor families that were infeQed, i their very
houfes, appointing nurfes and apothecaries to fupply themy
with what they wanted, thus giving their blefings ta
the poor in fubftantial relief, as well as hearty prayers
for them. I will not undertake to fay, that none of thefe
charitable people were fuffered to die of the plague, bue
this I may fay, that I never knew any of them mifcarriedy
which I mention for the encouragement of others in cafe
of like diftre(s; and doubtlefs, if they, that give to the
poor, lend to the Lord, and he will repay ity thofe that
hazard their lives to give to the poor, and to comfort
and affit them in fuch a mifery as this, may hope to be -
protected therein? ) i
From the middle of Auguft to the middle of Septem-
ber the infection ftill increafed and fpread. itfelf, with an
wrreliitible fury ; it was reckoned, that during that time -
there died no lefs than fixteen hundred a day, one day
with another. It was then that the confufion and terror
was inexpreflible; the courage of the people appointed
to carry away the dead, began to fail them; the vigis
lance of the magiftrates was now put to the utmof? trial,
At laft the violence of the diftemper came to fuch 4 .
height that the people fat ftill looking at one another,
; and 8
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and feéméd quite abandoned to defpair: - Inr a word,
people began to give themfelves up to a fear, that thete
was nothing to be expected but a univerfal defolation. ,
This defpair made people bold and venturous, they were-
no more fhy of one another, as expecting there was now.
no avoiding the diftemper, but that all muft go, this,
brought them to crowd into the churches, they inquired.
no more what condition the people who fat near them,.
were in, but looking upon themfelves all as (0 many dead.
corps, they camg to the churches withour the leaft cau-:
tion, and crowded together, as if their lives were of no
conlequence, compared to the work which they were
¢ome about: Indeed, their zeal in coming, and the
earneftnefs and affeCtionate attention they thewed to
what they heard, made it manifeft what value people
would put upon the worthip of Gop, if they thoughty
every day they attended at the church, would be their
laft. It was in the height of this defpair, that it pleafed
Gop to ftay his hand, and to flacken the fury of the
contagion, in a manner as {urprifing as that of its be~
ginning; and which demonftrated it to be his own par
ticular hand above the agency of means; nothing but
omnipotent power could have done it; the conragion
defpifed all medicine; death raged in every corner, and
had it gone on as it did then, a few weeks more would
have cleared the town of all its inhabitants. In thag
very moment when thirty thoufand were dead in three
weeks, nay, when it was reported three thoufand had
died in one night, and an hundred thoufand more were
taken fick, when we might well fay, Vain was the help
of man, it pleafed God to caufe the fury of it to abate,
and by his immediate hand to difarm the enemy. It was
wonderful | ‘The phyficians were furprifed, wherever
they vifited, to find their patients better, and in a few
days every body was recovering: Nor was this by any
medicine found out, or any new method of cure difco-
vered, but it was evidently from the fecret invifible hand
of Him that had at firft fent this difeafe, as a jugdment
upon us. Let the philofophers fearch for reafons in na-

* sure to account for it, and labour as much as they will
to
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to leffen the debt they owe to their maker ; thofe phy~
ficians who had the leaft thare of religion in them, were
_yobliged to acknowledge, that it was all fupernarural.
' The ftreets were now full of poor recovering creatures,
who appeared very fenfible and thankful to Gop for
their unexpeéted deliverance: Yet I muft own, that as
for the generality of the people, it might too juftly be
fzid of them, as was faid of the children of Ifrael, after
they had been delivered from the hoft of Pharaoh, that

they fung bis praife, but they foon forgot his works.

T'he author, who was preferved unhurt wich his whole
family, during the time of the ficknefs, gives in his me-
moirs a particular account of the many reafonings and
fears which affeted his mind, before he could come to
a fixed conclufion, whether to ftay, and take his lot in
the ftation in which Gop had placed him, or by leave-
ing the city, run the hazard of unfettling himfelf, and
lofe his effe&ks which lay fcattered among the merchants.
At the earneft folicitations of his brother he had con-
cluded to go; but being always crofled in this defign by
feveral accidents, it camie one morning, as he exprefles
it, very warmly in his mind, whether thefe repeated dif-
appointments were not intimations to him, that it was
the will of heaven he thould not go, which was fucceed-
ed by a further thought, that if this fuggeftion was from
Gop, he was able effeGtually to preferve him in the midft
of all deaths and dangers that would furround him, and
that if he attempted to fecure himfelf, by fleeing from
his habitation, and alted contrary to thefe intimations,
which he believed to be divine, it was a kind of flying
from Gob, who could caufe his juftice to overtake him,
when and where he thought fit.

But what finally fixed him in a refolution to ftay, and
caft himfelf entirely upon the protection and good plea-
fure of the Almighty, was, that at a time, when his
thoughts were more than commonly ferious upon this
weighty Tubje, turning over the bible which lay be-
fore him, he cryed out, W7%ll, I know not what to do,
Lord, direft me! at that junéture happening to ftop and
eafting his eye on the fecond verfe of the g1ft Plalm, he

" ' _read o
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read to the 1oth, as follows, viz. I will fay of the Lord,
He is my Refuge, and my Fortrefs, my GOD, in him will
L truft.  Surely be fhall deliver thee from the [nare of the
Sfowler, and from the noifom pefiilence. He fhall cover thee
with bis feathers, and under his wings fbalt thou trujt >
His truth fhall be thy fhictd and buckler. Thou fhalt not
be afraid for the terror by night, nor for the arrow that
Slieth by day, nor for the peflilence that walketh in dark-
nefs, nor for the defiruction that wafleth at noonday. A
thoufand fhall fall at thy fide, and ten thoufand at thy right
bapd; but it fhall not come nigh thee. Only with thine eyes
Jhalt thou behold and fee the reward of the wicked. Becanfe
thou haf? made the Lord which is thy Refuge, even the Muf
High thy Habitation : There fhall no evil befall thee, neither
Jball any plague come nigh thy dwelling, &c.

TrousuTs on IMPARTIALITY, &c.

From a late Author.

p THE infpiration of Gop, and the clear information of
the holy fcriptures aflure us, that Gop referves his
choiceft fecrets for the pureft minds. and that it is unclean-
nefs of {pirit, not difference of method in feeking after God,
that feparates us from him; true holinefs being the only fafe
entrance into divine knowledge. The Apoitle Peter declares,
A&. x. 34. That he perceived of a. truth, that God is no re-
Specter of perfons; but in every nation. he that feareth him,
and worketh righteoufnefs, is accepied with him. And the
Apoftle Paul alfo tells the Galatians, chap vi. 15. That in
Chrift Fefus neither circumcifion availeth any thing, nor uncir-
cumetifion, but a new creature. Notwithftanding the clearnefs of
thefe and many more doétrines contained in the {criptures, fel-
fithnefs and partiality, thofe inhuman and bafe qualities, have
been fuffered to prevail even amongft fuch, as are efteemed the
moft pious in the feveral felts and parties of thg Chriftian
church. They have raifed, and flill raife in every communion,
a felfith partial orthodoxy, which confifts in couragioufly de-
fending all its opinions and pradtices, and condemning the
doétrines and practices of others ; and thus every one istrained
up in defence of their own church, their own truth, their own
opinion: And he is often judged to have the moft merit,hand
the
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the ‘moft honcur, who likes every thing, and defends every
thing amongft themfelves, and leaves nothing uncenfured in
thofe that are of a different commarion. Now, how can truth,

oodnefs and religion be more ftruck at, than by {uch defen=
ders of it? If you atk why the great bithop of Meaux wrote
fo many learded books againit all parts of the reformation,
it is becaufe he was born in France. Had he been born in
England, had he been bred in Oxford, he might have ri-
valed our great bifhop Stillingflect, and would have wrote as®
many learned folio’s againit the church of Rome, as he has
done, And yet I will venture to fay, that if each church
could produce but one man a piece, that had the piety of an
Apoftle; and the impartial love of the firft Chriftians, they
would not want half a fheet of paper to hold their articles of
union, nor behalf an hour before they wereof one religion.
If we loved trath as fuch; if we fought it for its own fake;
if we loved our neighbour as ourfelves; if we defired nothing
by our religion bat to be acceptable to God; if we-equally
defired the {alvation of all men; if we were afraid of error,
only becaufe of its hurtful nature to us, and our brethren of
other communions: then nothing of this fpirit could have
any place in us. ‘For God is Love, and they that dwell in
God, they dwell in Love, 1 John iv. 16. That univerfal love
which gives the whole ftrength of the heart to God, and which
makes us love every man as we love ourfelves, is the nobleft,
the moft divine and God-like ftate of the foul, and no religion
does any man any good, but {o far as it brings this perfect
love with it, Perfection can no where be found, butin a pure
difinterefted love of God and our neighbour, There is there-
fore 2 communion of faints in the love of God, which no one
can learn from that which is called orthodoxy in the different
fe&s, but is only to be had by a total dying to all worldly
views, by a pure love of God, and by fuch an un&tion from
above, as delivers the mind from all felfithnefs, and makes it
love truth and goodnefs with an equality of affetion in every
man, let his name and profeffion to religion be what it may.
And by thus uniting in heart and {pirit with all that is holy
and good in all profeflions, we enter into the true communion
of faints, and become real members of the true univerfal
Chriftian church, though we are confined to the outward
worfhip of only one particular part of it. It is thus, that
the Angels, as miniftring Spirits, affift, join, unite and co-
operate with every thing that.is holy and good in every di-
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vifion of mankind. He that has been all his life long 4feg
to look_with great flight upon thofe of other profeffions,
whom he has called fuperfiitions Bigots, canting Enthufiafts,
&c. muft naturally expeét, they will be treated by God, ‘as
they have been by him ; and jf he had the keys of the King-
dom of heaven, fuch people would find it hard to get a place
in it. . But it ftands greatly in hand to get rid of this temper
before we die; for if nothing but univerfal love can enter
into the kingdom of God, what can be mare neceffary for
us, than to be full of this love before we dic?

We often hear of people of great zeal declaring on their
death. beds their firiét attachment to the Church ot England,
and making f{olemn proteftations againft all other churches,
but how much becter would it be, if fuch a perfon was
to fay: < In this divided ftate of Chriftendom, I muft
“¢ conform to {ome outward divided part of it, and there-
¢ fore ['have chofen to live and die in outward com-
“ munion with the Church of England; fully believing,
““ that if I worfhip GOD in Spitit and in truth, in this
““ divided part of the church, I fhall be as acceptable to
““ him, as if I had been a faithful member of the one
““ whole church, before it was broken into feparate parts.
““ But as 1 am now going out of this difordered divifion,
““ into a more univerial ftate of things, as 1 am going to
“ the GOD of all churches, to a kingdom of univerfal
“ love, which muft have its inhabitants from all people,
nations and languages of the earth; fo im this fpiric
“¢ of univerfal love, 1 defire to perform my laft a& of
““ communion, joining in heart and fpirit with all that is
. Chriftian, ‘holy and good in all other churches; pray-
‘“ ing, from the bottom of my foul, that every church
“‘ may have its faints; that GOD’s kingdom may come, his
““ will be done in every divifion of Chriftians and men, and
““ that every thing that hath breath, may praife the Lord.»

-
-

IVILLI/IM PENN, in his Reflexions and Maxims,

fays, The humble, meek, merciful, juft, pious and
devout fouls are every where of one religion ; and when
death has taken off the malk, they will know one another,
though the divers liveries they wear here, makes _them
ftrangers Let us chufe to commune where there is the

warmeft fenfe of religion; where devotion exceeds formal‘iity,
an
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and praftice moft correfponds with profefion, and where
there is at leaft as much charity as zeal. For where this
fociety is to be found, there fhall we find the Church
of GOD.

N eminent fervant of GOD, who had known de-
liverance from the dark powers, and experimentally

felt the powers of the world to come, a few hours be-
fore his death, expreflfed himfelf in the following words:
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There is a fpirit which 1 feel, that delights to do no
evil, nor to revenge any wrong, but delights to endure
all things, in hopes to enjoy its own in the end; its
hope is to outlive all wrath and contention, and to
weary out all exaltation and cruelty, or whatfoever is
of a nature contrary to itfelf; it fees to the end of all
temptations; as it bears no evil in itfelf, fo it con-
ceives none in thought to any other; for its ground
and fpring is the mercies and forgivenefs of GOD;
its crown is meeknefs ; its life is everlafting love un-
feigned, and takes its kingdom with intreaty, and not
with contention, and keeps it by lowlinefs of mind; in
GOD alone it can rejoice, though none elfe regard it.
or can own its life; ’tis conceived in forrow, and brought
forth without any to pity it, nor doth it murmur at grief
and oppreflions; it never rejoiceth but through fufferings,
for with the world’s joy it it murdered. I found it
alone, being forfaken: I have fellowfhip therein with
thofe that lived in dens and defolate places of the earth,
who through death obtained refurrettion and eternal
holy life.” ;
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