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An ACT

FOR THE

INCORPORATION

O F

The College of Phyficians of Philadelphia.

HEREAS the Phyficians of Philadelphia,
influenced by a conviction of the many advan

tages which have arifen from literary inftitutions, have

affociated themfelves under the name and title of The

College of Phyficians of Philadelphia.
And whereas, the objects of this College are to

advance the fcience of medicine, and thereby to lerfen

human mifery, by inveftigating the difeafes and reme

dies which are peculiar to this country; by obferving
the effects of difFerent feafons, climates and fituations

upon the human body; by recording the changes
which are produced in difeafes, by the progrefs of

agriculture, arts, population and manners; by fearch-

ing for medicines in the American woods, waters, and
in the bowels of the earth ; by enlarging the avenues to

knowledge from the difcoveries and publications of

foreign countries; and by cultivating order and uni

formity in the pradtice of phyfic.

And whereas, the faid College of Phyficians have
prayed us, the Reprefentatives of the Freemen of the

Commonwealth of Pennfylvania, that they may be

created a body politic and corporate, for ever, with

fuch powers, privileges and immunities as may beft

anfwer
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anfwer the laudable purpofes which the members there

of have in view; wherefore to affift and encourage
the faid' College of Phyficians in the profecution and

advancement of ufeful knowledge, for the benefit of

their country and of mankind:

Be it enabled, and it is hereby enabled, by the Reprcfenta-
tives of the Freemen of the Commonwealth of Pennfylvaniay
in General Affembly met, and by the authority of the fame,
That the members of the faid College of Phyficians,
that is to fay, John Redman, John Jones, William

Shippen, junior, Adam Kuhn, JohnMorgan, Benjamin
Rulh, Samuel Duffield, Gerardus Clarkfon, George
Glentworth, Thomas Parke, James Hutchinfon, Ro

bert Harris, John Carfon, Benjamin Duffield, William

W. Smith, John Foulke, Samuel Powel Griffitts,
William Clarkfon, William Currie, Benjamin Say,
Andrew Rofs, John Morris, Nathan Dorfey, James

Cuningham, Cafpar Wiftar, junior, Michael Leib,
and John H. Gibbons, be, and the fame perfons are,
and fhall be a body corporate and politic in deed and

In name, by the name and ftile of " The College

of Physicians of Philadelphia," and by the fame

name, they and their fucceffors, are hereby conftituted
and confirmed one body corporate and politic in law,
to have perpetual fucceflion, and to be able and capa
ble to have, hold and enjoy, any goGds and chattels,
lands, tenements, rents, hereditaments, gifts, and be

quefts, of what nature foever, in fee fimple, or for
term of years, life or lives, or otherwife; and alfo to

grant, fell, alien, affign, or let the fame lands, tene
ments, hereditaments and premifes, according to the

nature of the refpedtive grants and bequefts made to

the faid corporation, and of the eftate of the faid cor

poration therein, provided that the amount of the

clear yearly value of fuch real eftate exceed not the

fum of five hundred pounds lawful money of this

commonwealth*

And
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And be itfurther enabled by the authority aforefaid, That

the faid corporation be, and fhall be forever hereafter,

able and capable in law, to fue and be fued, plead and

be impleaded, anfwer and be anfwered unto, defend

and be defended in all or any courts of juftice and

other places in all manner of fuits, adtions, complaints,

pleas, caufes and matters of what nature or kind fo-

ever ; and that it fhall and may be lawful to and for

the faid corporation forever hereafter, to have and ufe

a common feal, and the fame feal, at the will and

pleafure of the faid corporation, to break, change,
alter and renew.

And be itfurther enabled by the authority aforefaid, That
for the well ordering of the faid corporation and its

affairs, there fhall be, at all times hereafter, the fol

lowing officers of the fame, that is to fay, one Presi

dent, one Vice-Prefident, four Cenfors, a Secretary
and a Treafurer, who fhall be chofen annually from

amongft the fellows of the faid College of Phyficians,
on the firft Tuefday in the month of July forever here

after, or within one kalendar month after the fame

day, in any year; and that John Redman, be the pre
fent Prefident of the faid College; John Jones, the pre
fect Vice-Prefident; William Shippen, junior, Adam

Kuhn, Benjamin Ruhr and Samuel Duffield, the

prei'ent Cenfors; Samuel Powel Griffitts, the prefent
Secretary, and that Gerardus Clarkfon be the prefent
Treafurer of the faid College, and fhall be and remain
the Prefident, Vice-Prefident, Cenfors, Secretary and

Treafurer, refpe&ively, of the faid College, until they
be fuperfeded by a new eledlion to be made by the fel
lows of the faid College as aforefaid, and all vacancies

by death, resignation or otherwife, which fhall at any
time hereafter happen in any of the faid offices, may
be filled by a fpecial eledlion, to be holden fo often as

occafion fhall require.

And
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And be itfurther enabled by the authority aforefaid, That
the authorities and duties of the officers of the faid

corporation, who are herein before mentioned, and of

any others which the faid corporation fhall fee fit to

appoint, the times of meeting of the faid corporation,
the admiffion of members, and the other concerns of

the faid corporation, fhall be regulated by the bye laws

and ordinances of the faid corporation heretofore made

or to be made, touching the premifes.

Provided always, and be it enabled by the authority afore

faid, That no bye laws nor ordinances of the faid cor

poration hereafter made, fhall be binding upon the

officers or members thereof, unlefs the fame fhall be

propofed at one regular meeting of the faid corpo

ration, and enacted and received at another, after the

intervention of at leaft thirty days. And that no fale

or alienation, or leafe for above three years, of any

part of the real eftate of the faid corporation, fhall be

valid, unlefs the terms and nature of fuch fale or leafe

be propofed at a previous meeting of the faid corpora
tion.

Signed by order of the Houfe,

RICHARD PLTER.S, Speaker.

Enabled into a Law at Philadelphia, on Thurf-
day, the twenty -fixth day of March, in the

year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred

and eighty-nine.
Peter Zachary Lloyd,

Clerk of the General Aflembly.



CONSTITUTION

O F

The College of Phyficians of Philadelphia,

AS REVISED AND AGREED UPON,

THE FIRST OF APRIL, MDCCLXXXVIII.

THE
Phyficians of Philadelphia, influenced by a

conviction of the many advantages that have

arifen in every country from literary inftitutions, have

affociated themfelves under the name and title of
" The College of Phyficians of Philadelphia."
The objects of this College are, to advance the

fcience of medicine, and thereby to leffen human mi-

fery, by inveftigating the difeafes and remedies which

are peculiar to our country, by obferving the effedl s of
different feafons, climates and fituations upon the
human body ; by recording the changes that are pro
duced in difeafes, by the progrefi. of agriculture, arts,
population and manners; by fearching for medicines
in our woods, waters and the bowels of the earth; by
enlarging our avenues to knowledge, from the difco
veries and publications of foreign countries; by ap

pointing dated times for literary intercourfe and com

munications; and by cultivating order and uniformity
in the practice of phyfic.
For the purpofe of obtaining thefe objefts, the fol

lowing rules have been adopted.

I. The
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I. The College fhall confift of fellows and affociates.

II. The fellows fhall confift of practitioners of Phy-
fic, of character in their profeffion, who refide in the

city, or diftrict of Southwark, or Liberties of Phila

delphia, and are not under twenty-four years of age.

III. The affociates fhall confift of perfons of merit

in the profeffion of medicine, who do not live within

the limits above defcribed.

IV. Three-fourths of the whole number of fel

lows met, fhall concur in the admiffion of a fellow or

affociate.

V. The officers of the College fhall confift of a Pre

fident, Vice-Prefident, four Cenfors, a Treafurer and

Secretary, who fhall be chofen annually, from amongft
the fellows, on the firft Tuefday in July.

VI. The ftated meetings of the College fhall be on
the firft Tuefday in every month; befides thefe meet

ings, the Prefident, or, in cafe of his abfence or in-

difpofition, the Vice-Prefident, fhall have power to call

extraordinary meetings, whenever important or unex

pected bufmefs fhall require, of which he fhall be the

judge. It fhall likewife be in the power of any fix fel

lows of the College, who concur in their defires for a

meeting, to authorife the Prefident, or, in cafe of his

abfence or indifpofition, the Vice-Prefident, to call it.

VII. The bufinefs of the Cenfors fhall be to infpecl
the records, and examine the accounts and expendi
tures of the College, and report thereon. And all

communications made to the fociety, after being read

at one of their ftated meetings, fhall be referred to the

Cenfors, and fuch other members of the College as

fhall be nominated for the purpofe, to examine and

report thereon to the College, who fhall determine by
a vote, taken by ballot, on the propriety of publish
ing them in their tranfactions.

VIII. Thb



L 9 1

VIII. The bufinefs of the Secretary fhall be to

keep minutes of all the meetings and transactions of

the fociety, and to record them in a book provided for

that purpofe. Likewife to receive and preferve all

books and papers belonging, and letters addreiied, to

the College.

IX. The bufinefs of the Treafurer fhall be to re

ceive all the monies of the College, and to pay them

to the order of the Prefident or Vice-Prefident only:
which order fhall be the voucher for his expenditures.

X. Every member of the College fhall have a cer

tificate of his election, with the feal of the College
affixed thereto, figned by the Prefident and Vice-Pre

fident, and countersigned by the Cenfors and Secre

tary. The ftyle of certificates, and of all addreffes

from the College, fhall be as follows : The Prefident9
or, The Vice-Prefident, and Coll.'ge of Phyficians of

Philadelphia.
XL No affociate, who comes to reside within the

limits mentioned in the fecond rule, fhall be admitted

to a fellowfhip in the College, without being elected

in the manner prefcribed for the admiffion of fellows—

no new member fhall be chofen who has not been pro-

pofed at a previous ftated meeting.
XII. No law nor regulation fhall be adopted, that

has not been propofed at a previous ftated meeting;
nor fhall any part of the conftitution be altered, with
out being propofed for confideration, for three months
—The Prefident, or Vice-Prefident, wThen he takes the

chair, fhall have no vote, except on queflions where
there is an equal divifion of voices. Seven fellows

fhall be a quorum for all ordinary bufinefs ; but for

the expenditure of money, the making of laws, or

altering the conftitution, eleven fellows fhall be a

quorum.

*•
B XIII. Every
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XIII. Every fellow, upon his admiffion, fhall fub-

fcribe to the above rules, as a testimony of his con-

fenting to be bound by them—he fhall, at the fame

time, pay into the hands of the Treafurer, the fum

of eight dollars, towards eftablifhing a fund for the

ufe of the College ; he fhall likewife pay two dollars,

annually, for the fame purpofe.

The following Phyficians are the prefent members

of the College.

John Redman, Prefident.

John Jones, Vice-Prefident.

William Shippen, junior,
Benjamin Rufh,
Adam Kuhn,
Thomas Parke,

Gerardus Clarkfon, Treafurer.

Samuel Powel Griffitts, Secretary.

Samuel Duffield, William Clarkfon^

George Glentworth, Benjamin Say,

James Hutchinfon, Charles Moore,

Robert Harris, Cafpar Wiftar,

Benjamin Duffield, James Cuningham*

John Foulke, Nathan Dorfey,
Andrew Rofs, Michael Leib,

William Currie, John H. Gibbons,

John Carfon, Nicholas B. Waters,
William W. Smith, Benjamin S. Barton.

} Cenfoi
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Section I, Ordinary Meetings.

II. Publications.

III. Mode of admitting Members.

IV. Annual Contributions.

V. New Laws.

VI. Regulations to promote Order.

VII. Library,

L Meetings.

ORDINARY Meetings fhall be held punctually
at four o'clock, P. M. on the firft Tuefday in

every month, from Odober until March, inclufive;
and at five o'clock from April until September, inclu
five : at which time, precifely, the Prefident is to take
the chair; after which, bufinefs is to proceed in the

following manner:

I Minutes of the preceding meeting are to be
read
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II. Constitution is to be signed by new members,

their fubfcriptions paid, and certificates of fellowfhip
delivered.

III. New fellows ballotted for.

IV. Reports of committees received.

V. Motions and obfervations refpedting the private
bufinefs of the College.

All the private bufinefs fhall now be tranfadted and

not refumed during the fame evening.

VI. Foreign communications fhall then be read.

VII. Communications from the members.

VIII. Miscellaneous public bufinefs.

No member fhall divulge the private transactions of

the College.

27. Publications.

ALL Papers communicated to the College for

publication, fhall be referred to a printing committee,
which is to confift of the Prefidents and Cenfors, and

a number of other members to be nominated when

each memoir is referred to the committee ; after

which, the consideration of the paper is to be con

ducted according to the feventh article of the confti

tution.

The Secretary may lend any of the communica

tions made to the College, to the members thereof for

their perufal; and the members fhall hold themfelves

bound to return the fame to the Secretary, within three

days, without taking any copies of them.

Ill Adimjiion
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III. Admiffion of Members,

EVERY Candidate for a fellowfhip fhall make

written application for that purpofe.

At the next ftated meeting after fuch application
has been regularly made, the fenfe of the College
refpedting it lhall be taken by ballotting into a cover

ed box; provided, that in the mean time, the applica
tion be fubfcribed or indorfed by three members as a

mark of their recommendation.

Admiffion of Affociates.

I. T H E number of affociates fhall not exceed

forty, except when fellows remove beyond the limits

prefcribed by the conftitution, in which cafe they fhall

be confidered as affociates without an election. Ten

of the affociates fhall be foreigners.
II. The affociates fhall confift only of perfons

above thirty years of age, who are of well known
and eftablifhed character in medicine.

III. The fame forms fhall be obferved in electing
affociates as in electing fellows of the College, except
that they fhall be propofed by a fellow inftead of

making a written application. Every affociate fhall

be furnifhed with a certificate from the College, figned
in the fame manner as thofe which are given to the
fellows.

IV. The affociates, when in this city, fhall have
the privilege of attending the meetings of the College,
but without taking any part in the private bufinefs
thereof.

C IV. Annual
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IV. Annual Contributions.

AT the firft meeting in July every year, the Trea

furer fhall attend to receive the annual contributions,

and at each fubfequent meeting fhall read over the

names of thofe who have omitted to contribute.

Any fellow who fhall decline the payment of his

contribution for two fucceffive years, fhall no longer
be considered as a member.

V. New Laws.

ALL motions for the alteration of old, or the

introduction of new laws, fhall be delivered in writing
and fubfcribed by five members.

VI. Regulations to promote Order.

I. TO promote order and uniformity in the prac

tice of medicine, it is agreed by the fellows of this

College, that they will not attend or prefcribe for any

patient who hath previoufly employed another fellow

of the College in the fame illnefs, unlefs it be in con-

fultation with the firft Phyfician, or in cafe of fudden

emergency, when the faid Phyfician cannot be found.

II. In all fuch cafes of emergency, when any fel

low of this College is called to a family, becaufe the

Family Phyfician is not at hand, the fellow thus called

in fhall refign the patient to the Family Phyfician if he

afterwaids attend, unlefs the Phyfician or family de-

fire his affiftance in confultation.

III. In
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HI. In cafes of confultation, neither of the Phyfi
cians fhall offer any opinion, or give any directions

refpedting the patient, until they have retired to a pri
vate place, and the Phyfician who was firft in attend

ance fhall communicate their directions to the patient
or attendants.

VII. Library*.

I. THE bufinefs of collecting books from the

members by way of donation to the library, of pro
curing a fuitable place for keeping them, and a perfon
to attend at ftated times for lending them to the mem

bers, fhall be committed to the Cenfors and Secretary,
who are to confult the College refpedting the time and
manner of lending them.

II. On the firft Tuefday of July of every year, as

foon as the Treafurer has made his annual report of
the ballance remaining in his hands, the College fhall
grant fuch fums as they may think proper for the fer-
v^ice of the library for the enfuing year.
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