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INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS,

To the Gazetteer's of the City

of Philadelphia.

Gentlemen,

WHEN this Pamphletjirjl made its ap
pearance m this City, you all agreed, that
it might do well enough in the defpotic
States ofEurope ; but that it was by no

meansftfor the meridian of the United

States. And, you have very lately obliged
thepublic with the copy ofa letterfrom Li-

verpool, in which, you jay, the writer ob-*

ferves, that the Observations on the

Emigration of Do&or Jofeph Prieftley
have been republifhed there, and that,
te it is one of the moft fcandalous publica-
" tions that ever ififued from any prefs"

Theje are rather hard lines, gentlemen,
I do not know what I have done, thus to

draw down your vengeance on me. 'Tis

true, I cannot, like you, take towns and

iflands asfaft as Father Luke takes fnuff9
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or erect a bridge acrofs the Englifh Chan

nel with as little trouble asfome people can

the'bridgeof'afddle: I cannot put Dukes

into iron cages, and fend them to Paris

for Mocking Birds, or chop away at the

heads of kings and mimfters with as little

ceremony as if I were chopping a flick of
woool: nor can I/pread fleets over the o-

cean, and religion, peace and plenty over

a country as quick as a furgeons prentice
jpreads a plaifler. ho, gentlemen, it is

your province to perform feats like tkefe,
and, ifI am not much deceived in my own

heart, I amfar, very far, from envying
ynu your exalted ftations. But, ifyou are

filrong, be merciful.
*

'Ihough you are the

great Laviathans of Literature, you may

juffer a poor herring to fwini in the fame

fea ; there is certainly room enough for

you and me too.

Was it well done, gentlemen, fir/l to

play at foot-ball with a poor pamphlet
'till you were tired, and then turn it into

a fhuttle-cock andjet your devils to knock-

ingitfrom one hemisphere to the other?,

Affuredly not ; for, 'though the work it-

felfmight merit rough treatment at your

hands, yet, as it was in print, the natural.

affeclion thatyou muft be fuppofed to bear

your typographical brethren, ought to have

"'wakened inyoufome compaffion towards it*
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You have had the goodnefs to inform tlm,

public, that this work is neither fitfor the,

meridian of the United States, nor the

meridian of Great Britain ; but, it ap

pears that the public {in this country at

leaf) think otherwife. How the public
dare to differfrom you in opinion! fhall
■notpretend to fay, but certain it is, that

the numerous applica tions for this pam

phlet have induced me to publijh, with

your leave, a third edition ofit.
To render this edition more worthy the

yerufal of your Honours than tfie laft,
I have made a confiderable addition, which
I have been able to dofrom my being nozv

in poflfejfion offome curious fails, concern

ing the Do tlors Emigration, which were

unknown on this fide the water, when the

firft edition was publifhed.
I obey the callfor this edition with more

pleafure, as it furnifhes me. with an oppor

tunity of proving, beyond coniraditiion,

many things, which fome people have look

ed upon as very
i( hazarded affertions"

and which you, gentlemen (never the

moflt delicate) have not ferupted to call

falfhood.
I cannot conclude this addrefs, with-

out praying you to continue me your

good offices. If the firft edition merit

ed your difapprobation, lam in hopes this
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will hefound, to merit it in a much higher
degree. Ifitfhould be otherwife decreed,
if Iam doomed to fufferyour applaufes, I
trufl, that he who is preparing me the

chaftifement, will give me fortitude to bear
it Like aman.

Iam,

Gent lemen,

Your's, &c. Sec.

The Author.

Philadelphia ?
Feb. 8 th. 1795. 5



OBSERVATIONS,&c,&c.

W HEN the arrival of DoaorPiieft-

ley in the United States was firft announced, I
looked upon his emigration (like the propofed
retreat of Cowley, to his imaginary Paradife,
the Summer Iflands) as no more than the effed

of that weaknefs, that delufive caprice, which

too often accompanies the decline of life, and

which is apt, by a change of place, to natter

age with a renovation of faculties, and a return

of departed genius. Viewing him as a man

that fought repofe, my heart welcomed him to

the Ihores of peace, and wifhed him, what he

certainly ought to have wifhed himfelf, a quiet
obfcurity. But his anfwers to the addreffes of

the Democratic and other Societies at New-

York, place him in quite a different light, and
fubject him to the animadverfions of a public,
among whom they have been induftrioufly pro

pagated.
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No man has a right to pry into his neigh^
bours private concerns ; and the opinions or"

every man are his private concerns, while he

keeps them fo ; that is to fay, while they are

confined to himfelf, his family and particular
friends : but when he makes thofe opinions
public; when he once attempts to make con

verts, whether it be in religion, politics, or

any thing elfe ; when he once comes forward

cs a candidate for public admiration, efteem

or compaffion, his opinions, his principles,
his motives, every action of his life, public or

private, become the fair fubject of public dif-

cuffi n. On this principle, which the Doctor

ought to be the laft among Mankind to contro

vert, it is eafy to perceive that thefe obferva-

tions need no apology.
His anfwers to the addreffes of the New-

York focieties are evidently calculated to nif-

lead and deceive the people of the United States.

He there endeavours to impofe himfelf' on

them for a fufferer in the caufe of Liberty;
and makes a canting profeflion of moderation,
in direct contradiction to the conduct of his

whole life.

He fays, he hopes to find here,
" that pro-

" tection from violence, which laws and govern-
"
ment promife in all countries, but which he

" has not found in his own." He certainly mult

fuppofe that no European intelligence ever

reaches this fide of the Atlantic, or that the in

habitants of thefe countries are too dull to com

prehend the fublime events that mark his life

and character. Perhaps I ihall mow him, that
it is not the people of England alone who know
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now to eftimate the merit of Doctor Prieftley.
Let us examine his claims to our companion :

let us fee whether his charge againft the laws

and government of his country be juft, or not.

On the 14th of July, 1791, an unruly mob,

affembledin the town ofBirmingham, fet fire to

his houfe, and burnt it, together with all it con

tained. This is the fubject of his complaint, and

the pretended caufe of his emigration. The fact

is not denied ; but in the relation of facts circum

flances mud not be forgotten. To judge of the

Doctor's charge againlt his country, we muff-

take a retrofpective view of his conduct, and of

the circu.mflaftces that led to the destruction of

his property.
It is about twelve years fmce he began to be

diftinguifhed among the diffenters from the

eftablifhed church of England. He preached

up a kind of deiftn* which nobody underflood,
and which it was thought the Doctor underflood

full as well as his neighbours. This do&rine

afterwards affumed the name of Unitarianifrn,
and the religieux of the order were called, or

rather they called themfelves, Unitarians. The

feet never rofe into confequence ; and the foun

der had the mortification of feeing his darling
Unitarianifm growing quite out of date with

* This is one of thofe" hazarded affertions;" alluded

to in the introdu&ory addrefs. But how is it hazarded ?

The Dottor fays, in his anfwer to Paine's Age ofReafon,
that " the doctrines of atonement, incarnation, and the

"
trinity, have no more foundation in the fcriptures, than

" the doctrine of tranfwijrathri." Is not this a kind of

d?ifm\ Is it not deiftn altogether ? Can a man who denies

the divinity ofChrifi, and that he died to fave finners, have

any pretentions to the flame of Chrifiian;
B
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himfelf, when the French Revolution came;

and gave them both a fhort refpite from eternal

oblivion.

Thofe who know any thing of the Englifh

diffenters, know that they always introduce their

political claims and projects under the mafk of re

ligion. The Doctor was one of thofe who en

tertained hopes of bringing about a revolution

in England upon the French plan ; and for this

purpofe he found it would be very convenient

for rrim to be at the head of a religious feet.

Unitarianifm was now revived, and the fociety
held regular meetings at Birmingham. In the

inflammatory difcourfes, called feflnons, deliver
ed at thefe meetings, the Englifh constitution

was firft openly attacked. Here it was that the

Doctor beat his drum ecclefiaftic, to raife re

cruits in the caufe of rebellion. The prefs foon

fwarmed with publications expreflive of his

principles. The revolutionifts began to form fo*

cieties all over the kingdom, between which a

mode of communication was eftablifhed, in per
fect conformity to that of the Jacobin Clubs in

France,

Nothing wras neglected by this branch of the

parifian Propagande to excite the people to a ge
neral infurrection. Inflammatory hand-bills, ad-

vertifements,federation dinners, toafls, fermons,

prayers ; in fhort, every trick that religious or

political duplicity could fuggefl, was played of!

to destroy a constitution which has borne the

teft, and attracted the admiration of ages ; and

to eftablifh in its place a new fyftem, fabricated

by themfelves.

The fourteenth of July, 1791, was of too much
note in the annals of modern regeneration to be



C » ]

neglected by thefe regenerated politicians. A

club of them, of which Doctor Priestley was a

member,' gave public notice of a feast, to be held
at Birmingham, in which they intended to ce

lebrate the French revolution. Their endea

vours had hitherto excited no other fentiments,
in what may be called the people of England,
than thofe of contempt. The people ofBirming
ham, however, felt, on this occasion, a convul
sive movement. They were fcandalifed at this

public notice for holding in their town a festi

val, to celebrate events which were in reality
a fubject of the deepest horror : and feeing in it
at the fame time an open and audacious attempt
to dejtroy the constitution of their country, and
with it their happinefs, they thought their un

derstandings and loyalty insulted, and prepared
to avenge themfelves by the chaftifement of the

Englifh revolutionists, in the midst of their

fcandalous orgies. The feast neverthelefs took

place ; but the Doctor, knowing himfelf to be
the grand projector, and confequently the parti
cular object of his townsmen's vengeance, pru

dently kept away. The cry of church and king
was the signal for the people to affemble ; which

they did tp a considerable number, opposite
the hotel where the convives were met. The
club difperfed, aud the mob proceeded to break

ing the windows, and other acts ofviolence in

cident to fuch fcenes ; but let it be remembered
that no perfonal violence was offered. Perhaps it
would have been well, if they had vented their

an^er on theperfons of the revolutionists ; pro
vided they had contented themfelves with the

B 2
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ceremony of the horfe-pond or blanket. Cei-

tain it is, that it would have been very fortunate

if the riot had ended this way ; but when that

many-headed monster, a mob, is once*roufed

and put in motion, who can flop its destructive

fteps ?

From the hotelofthefederation the mob proceed
ed to Doctor Priefiley's Meeting-Houfe, which

they very nearly destroyed in a little time. Had

they stopped here all would yet have been well.

The destruction of this temple of fedition and

infidelity would have been of no great confe-

quence ; but, unhappily for them and the town

of Birmingham, they could not be feperated, be
fore they had destroyed the houfes and proper

ty of many members of the club. Some of

thefe houfes, among which was Doctor Prieft-

ley's, were situated at the distance of fome miles

from town ; the mob were in force to defy all

the efforts of the civil power, and, unluckily,
none of the military could be brought to the

place,, 'till fome days after the 14th of July. In
the mean time many fpacious and elegant houfes
were burn'-, and much valuable property destroy
ed ; but it is certainly worthy remark, that du

ring the whole of thefe unlawful proceedings,
not a single perfon was killed or wounded, either

wilfully or by accident, except fome of the rio
ters themfelves. At the end of four or five days
this riot, which feemed to threaten more ferious

confequences, was happily terminated by the
arrival of a detachment of dragoons ; and tran

quillity was restored to the diitreflej town of

Birmingham.

#

The magistrates ufed every exertion in
their power to quell this riot in in very eailitfi
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ftage, and continued fo to do to the last. The

jEarl of Plymouth condescended to attend, and

act as a justice of the peace ; feveral clergymen

of the church of England alfo attended in the

fame capacity, and all were indefatigable m

their endeavors to put a ft op to the depreda

tions,, and to re-eftablim order.

Every oneknows, that in fuch cafes,
^

it is

difHcult to difcriminate, and that it is neither

neceffary nor just, if it be possible, to imprifon,

try, and execute the whole of a mob, Eleven

of thefe rioters were, however, indicted; feven

of them were acquitted, four found guilty, and

of thefe four, two fuffered death. Thefe un

fortunate men were, according to the law, pio-

fecuted on the part of the king ; and it has

been allowed by the Doctor's own partizans3
that the profecution was carried on with every

poffible enforcement, and even rigour, by the

■judges and counfellors. The pretended lenity
was laid to the charge of the jury ! What a

contradiction I They accufe the government of

of fcreening the rioters from the penalty due to

their crimes, and at the fame time they accufe

the jury of their acquitcal ! It is the misfortune

ofDoctor Priestley and all his adherents ever

to be inconfiitent with thenifelves.

After this general review of the riots, in

which the Do&or was unlawfully despoiled of

his property, Set us return to the merits of his

particular cafe, and his complam t ; and
^

here

let it be recollected, that it is not of the rioters

alone that he complains, but of the. laws and

government of his country
alfo. Upon an ex

amination of particulars wc fhall find, that fo
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far from his having just caufe of complaint, the
laws have rendered him strict justice, if not

fomething more ; and that if any party has

refcfon to complain of their execution, it is the
town of Birmingham, and not Doctor Prieflly.

Sometime after the riots, the Dottor and
the other Revolutionists who had had property
destroyed, brought their a6tions, for damages
against the town of Birmingham, or rather

againfl the hundred of which that town makes

a part. The Doctor laid his damages at £.41 22.
11. 9. fterling ; of which fum £. 420. 15. o.

was for works in manufcript, which he faid,
had been confumed in the flames. The trial of

this caufe took up nine hours : the jury gave a

verdict in his favor; but curtailed the damages
t0£' 2502. 18. o. It was rightly confidered

that the imaginary value of the manufcript
works ought not to have been included in the,
damages; becaufe the Doctor being the author

of them, he in fad poffeffed them flill, and the

lofs could be little more than a few fheets of

dirty paper. Besides if they were to be esti

mated by thofe he had publifhed for fome years
before, their destruction was a benefit instead
of a lofs, both to himfelf and his country. This
fum then of£.420. 15. o. being deducted, the
damages ft0od at £-3701. 16. 9 ; and it

'

mould not be forgotten that even a great part
of this fum was charged for an apparatus of phi-
lofophicai mtruments, which in fpite of the
molt unpardonable gafconade of the Philofo-
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pher, .* can be looked upon as a thing of ima

ginary value only ; and ought not to be estima

ted at its cofl any more than a collection of ihella

or infects, or any other of the frivola of a

virtuofo.

Now, it is notorious that actions for da

mages are always brought for much higher
fums

than are ever expected to be recovered. Some

times they are brought for three times the

amount of the real damage fuftained ; fome-

times for double, and fometimes for only a third

more than the real damage. If we view then

the Doctor* s estimate in the mofl favorable

light, if we fuppofe that he made but the addi

tion of one third to his real damages, the fum

he ought to have received would be no more

than £. 2467. 17. 10; whereas he actually
received £. 2502. 18. o; which was £. 35.

o, 2 ; more than he had a right to expect.
And yet he complains that he has not found

protection from the laws and goverment of his

country ! If he had been the very belt fubject
in England in place of one of the very worst,
what could the laws have done more for him ?

Nothing certainly can be a ftronger proof of
the independence of the courts of justice, and
of the impartial execution of the laws ofEngland
than the circumftances and refult of this caufe.

* " You have deftroyed the mofl: truly valuable and ufeful

'•

apparatus » of philofophical inftruments that perhaps
"

any individual, in this or any other country, was ever
"

poflefled of, in my ufe of which I annually fpent large
"fums, with no pecuniary view whatever, but only in
" the advancement of fcience, for the benefit ofmy country
u and of mankind" ,

Letter to the inhshitants ef'Bitmingfam.
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A gaan who had for many years been the &

vowed ana* open enemy of the government and

-conftitution, had his property deftroyed by a

mob, who declared themfelves the friends of

both, and who rofe on him becaufe he was not.

This mob were pursued by the government

whofe'caufe they thought they were defending;
fome of them suffered death, and the inhabi

tants of the place where they affembled, were

obliged to indemnify the man whofe property

they had deftroyed. It would be curious to

know what fort of protection this reverend

Poctor, this "friend of humanity" wanted.

Would nothing fatisfy him but the blood of

the whole mob ? Did he wifh to fee the town

of Birmingham, like that of Lyons, razed, and
all its industrious and loyal inhabitants butch

ered ; becaufe fome of them had been carried

to commit unlawful exceffes from their detesta

tion of his wicked projects? Birmingham

HAS COMBATTED AGAINST PRIESTLEY.

Birmingham 1 s no more. This I fuppofe
would have fatisfied the charitable modern phi-
lofopher, who pretended, and who the De

mocratic fociety fay did, "return to his enemies

blessings for curies." Woe to the wretch that

is expofed to the benedictions of a. modern

philofopher. His "dextre vengrejfe" is ten thou

sand times more to be feared than the bloody
poignard of the affaffin : the latter is drawn on

individuals only, the other is pointed at the

human race. Happily for the people of Bir

mingham thefe blessings had no effect ; there

was no National Convention, Revolutionary
Tribunal, or Guillotine, in England.;
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As I have already obferved, if the Doctor

had been the best and most peaceable fubject in
the kingdom, the government and laws could

not have yielded him more perfect protection ;

his complaint, would therefore be groundlefs, if
he had given no provocation to the people, ifhe
had in nowife contributed to the riots. If then

he has received ample juftice, confidered as an

innocent man, and a good fubject, what fhall we

think of his complaint, when we find that he

was himfelf the principal caufe of thefe riots ;

and that the rioters did nothing that was not

perfectly confonant to the principles he had for

many years been labouring to infufe into their

minds ?

That he and his club were the caufe of the

riots will not be difputed ; for had they not

given an infulting notice of their intention o

celebrate the horrors of the fourteenth of Ju'v,

accompanied with an inflammatory hand-bill,
intended to excite an infurrection against the

government,
*
no riot would ever have taken

place, and confequently its difaftrous effects

would have been avoided. But, it has been

faid, that there was nothing offenfive in this in

flammatory hand-bill; becaufe forfooth "the
"
matter of it (however indecent and untrue)

•*
was not more virulent than Paine's Rights of

"

man, MackintohYs answer to Burke, Remarks

* This hand-bill was difowned by the club, %T\& they
offered a reward for apprehending the author; but they
took care to iend him to "France before their advertifement

appeared'.
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"
on the constitution ofEngland, csV. fcrV. which

" had beenlatelypublifhed without incurring the
£t

cenfure of government." So; an inflammatory
performance, acknowledged to be indecent and

untrue, is not offensive, becaufes it is not more

virulent than fome other performances, which
have efcaped the cenfure of government ! If this
is not a new manner of arguing, it is at least an
odd one. But this hand-bill had fomething
more malicious in it, if not mere virulent, than
even the inflammatory works above mentioned.

They were more difficult to come at ; to have

'them they must be bought. They contained

fomething like reafoning, the fallacy of which

the government was very fure would be detect

ed, by the good fenfe of thofe who took the

pains to read ,them. A hand-bill was a more

commodious instrument of fedition : It was

calculated to have immediate effect. Befides, if
there had been nothing offensive in it, why did
the club think proper to diiownit in fo ceremo

nious a,manner ? They difowned it with the

mcfl folemn affeverations, offered a reward for

apprehending the author, and afterwards jufti-
fied it as an inonenfive thing. Here is a palpa
ble inconsistency. The fact is, they perceived
that this precious morfel of eloquence, in place
of raifing a mob for them, was like to raife one

against them : they faw the ftorm gathering,
and in the moment of fear

"'

difowned the wri

ting. After the danger was over, feeing they
could not exculpate* themfelves from the charge
of having publifhed it, they defended it as an

inoffensive performance.
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The Doctor, in his justificatory letter to the

people of Birmingham, fays that the company

were affembled on this occailon
"

to celebrate
" the emancipationof a neighbouring nation from
"

tyranny,withoutintiinatiiig a defire of any thing
(imore \\iz.wan improvement of their owncon/litufion."
Exceffive modesty ! Nothing but an improvement ?

A l.a FRAN901SE of courfe ? However with ref*

pect' to the church, as it was a point of con-

fcience,the club do notfeem to havebeen altoge
ther fo moderate in their designs.

" Believe me,"

fays the Doctor, in the fame letter,
" the church

"of England, which you think you arefupport-

"ing,has received a greater blowby this condud
" of yours than /and all myfriends have ever aim-
" ed at it." They had then it feems aimed a blow

at the eftablifhed church, and were forming a

plan for improving the constitution ; and yet the

Doctor, in the fame letter, twice expreffes his

aftonifhment at their being treated as the ene

mies of church and ftate. In a letter to the

students of the college of Hackney he fays, a

"Hierarchy,equally the bane ofchriflianity andra-
" tional liberty, now confe Tes its weaknefs ; and

"be assured that you willfeeits complete reforma-
" tionor its fill." And yet he has, theaffurance

to tell the people of Birmingham, that their

fuperiors have deceived them in represent
ing him and his feet as the enemies of church

and ftate.

Bur, fay they, we certainly exercifed the

right of freemen in affembling together; and

even if our meeting had been unlawful, cogni
zance fhould have been taken of it by the ma-

C 2
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giftracy : there cnn be no liberty where a fero

cious mob is fuffer, ed to fuperfede the law. Ve-

ry true. This is what the Doctor has been

told a thoufand times, but he never would be

lieve it. He ftill continued to bawl out :
" The

"

funfhine of reafon will aiiuredly chafe away and
"

disiipate the mists of darkness and error ; and
"
when the majefty of the people is infulted, or

"

they feel themfelves oppreffed by anyfet of
"

men, they have the power to redrefs the griev-
"
ance." So the people ofBirmingham, feel

ing their majefty infulted by afet ofmen (and
a very impudent fet ofmen too), who audaci-

oufly attempted to perfuade thein that they were
"
allfiaves and idolaters," and to feduce them

from their duty to god and their country, rofg
"

tfl redrefs the grievance" And yet he com

plains ? Ah ! fays he, but, my good townfmen,
"

you miftake the matter :

"

For, in all fcruples of this nature,
" No man includes himfelf nor turns
" the point upon his own concerns."

And therefore he fays to the people of Bir

mingham :
"
You have been milled." But

had they fuffered themfelves to be milled by
himfelf into an infurrection against the govern
ment ; had they burnt the churches, cut the
throats of the clergy, and hung the magistrates,
military officers and nobility to the lamp posts,
would he not have faid that they exercifed a

facred right ? Nay, was not the very festival,
which was the immediate caufe of the riots, held

exprefsly to celebrate fcenes like thefe ? to cele

brate the inglorious triumphs of a mob ? The

fourteenth of July was a day marked with the
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blood of the innocent,and eventually the deffruc-

tion of an empire. The events of that day mult

strike horror to every heart except that of a de«

iftical philofophei, and would brand with eter

nal infamy any other nation but France ; which

thanks to the benign influence of the Rights of

Man, has made such a progrefs in ferociouf-

nefs, murder, facrilege, and every fpecies of in

famy, that the horrors of the fourteenth ofJuly
are already forgotten.
What we celebrate we must approve ; and

does not the man, who approved of the events

of the fourteenth of July, blufh to complain of

the Birmingham riots ?
"

Happily," fays he to
the people ofBirmingham, "happily the minds
" of Englifhmen have a horror for murder, and
" therefore you did not, I hope, think of that;
"

though by your clamourous demanding me at
"
at the hotel, it is probable that, at that time,

" fome of you intended me fome perfonal inju-
"

ry." Yes, Sir, happily the minds of Englifh
men have a horror for murder ; but who will

fay that the minds of Englifhmen, or Englifh
women either would have a horror for murder,
ifyou had fucceeded in overturning their religi
on and constitution, and introducing your
Frenchified fyftem of liberty ? The French were

acknowledged to be the mod polite, gentle,
companionate and hofpitable people in all Eu

rope : what are they now ? Let Lafayette, Brif-

fot, Anacharfis Cloots, or Thomas Payne him
felf anlwer this question.
Let us fee a little how mobs have acted un

der the famous goverment that the Doctor fo

much admires.
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I mail not attempt a detail of the horrors

committed by the cut-throat Jourdan and his

affociates in Provencs, Avignon, Languedoc,
and RoufilloQ. Towns and villages ficked,
ge:itlem3ii's feats an.l caftles burnt, and their

r inhabitants maffacred ; miglftrates infulted,
beat, and imprifoned, fometimes killed ; priso
ners fet at liberty to cut the throats of thofe they
had already robbed. The exploits of this band

oi patriots would fill whole volumes. They re

duced a great part of the inhabitants of the fi

ne ft and mod fertile country in the whole

world, to a degree ofinifery and ruin that would

never have been forgqtten, had it not been fo

far eclipfed fince, by the operation of what is,
in " that devoted country," called the the law.

The amount of the damages sustained in proper

ty, was perhaps a hundred thoufand times as

great as that fuftained by the Revolutionists at

Birmingham. When repeated accounts of thefe

murderous fcenes were laid before the National

Affembly, what was the confequence ? what the

redrefs? "We had our fears" faid Monsieur

Gentil, "for the prifoners of Avignon, and for
" the lives and property of the inhabitants of
" that unhappy country ; but thefe fears are now
"

crs.in.Tcd into a certainty : the prifoners are

"
releafed ; the country feats are burnt,and"

----- Monfieur Gentil was called to order, and
not 'fuffered to proceed; after which thefe pre
cious "Guardians of the Rights of Man" paffed
a cenfure on him, for having flandered the pa
triots. It is notorious that the chief of thefe cut

throats, Jourdan, has fince produced his butche

ries in Avignon as a proof of his civifm, and that
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he is now a cliftinguifhed character among the

real friends of the Revolution.

Does the Doctor remember having heard any
thing about the glorious achievements of. the
icth of August, 1792? Has he ever made an

estimate of the property dtftroyed in Paris on

that and the following days? Let him compare
the deftructicn that followed the fleps of that

mob, with the lofs of his toaftcd apparatus ;

and when he has cone this, let I-im tell us, if he

can, where he would now be, if the government
of England had treated him and friends, as the

National Affembly did the sufferers in the riots

of the 10th of August. But, perhaps, he looks

upen the events of that day as a glorious vic

tory, a new emancipation, and ©f courfe will

fay, that I degrade the Heroes in calling them a

mob. I am not for difputing with him about a

name ; he may call them the heroes of the 10th

of August, if he will :
" The Heroes of the

14th of July," has always been underflood to

mean, a gang of blood thirfly cannibals, and I

would by no means wifh to withold the title

from thofe of the 10th of August.
Will the Doctor allow, that it was a mob that

murdered the ftate piifoners from Orleam? or

does he infift upon calling that maffacre an acl

cfcivifm, and the actors in it, the heroes of the

1 2th of September ? But whether it was an act

of civifm, a maflacre or a victory, or whatever it
was, I cannot help giving it a place here, as I find
it recorded by his countryman, Doctor Moore.
"

The mangled todies,'' fays he,
"
were lying

"
intheftreet on the left hand as you goto the.

"

Chateau from Paris. Some pf the lower fort of
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** the inhabitants ofVerfailles were looking on;
"

th,ereft.ftruck with terror, were fhut up in their
"

fhops and houfes. The body of the Duke of
"

Briffac was pointed out, the head and one of
6*
the hands was cut off! a man flood near

"

fmoking tobacco, with his fword drawn, and
"
a human hand stuck on the point ! another

"
fellow walked carelefiy among the bodies

"
with an entire arm of another of the prifoners

e*
fixed to the point of his fword I A waggon

"

afterwards arrived, into which were thrown
"

as many of the flaughtered bodies as the
"
horfes could draw ! a boy of about fifteen

"

years of age was in the waggon, affifting to

"

receive the bodies as they were put in, and
"

packing them in themolt convenient manner,
"
with an air of as much indifference as if they

" had been fo many parcels of goods ! One of
"
the wretches who threw in the bodies, and

"who probably had affifted in the maflacre,
'"
faid to the fpectators in praife of the boy's ac-

"

tivity ;
"

See that little fellow there ; how bold

"heist"
"
The affaftins of the prifoners were a party

"
who came from Paris the preceding evening,

"
most of them in poft chaifes, for that purpofe,

'*
and who attacked thofe unhappy men while

"

they remained in the street, waiting 'till the
"

gate of the prifon which was prepared for
**

their reception,fhould be opened. The detach-
**

ment which had guarded the prifoners from
"

Orleans, flood fhameful and paffive fpectators
"
of the maflacre,—The miferable prifoners be-

"

ing all unarmed, and fome of them fettered,
M
could do nothing in their own defence : they
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"

were molt of them ftabbed--and a few, whcxat-
"

tempted resistance* were cut down with fabres.
"
There never was a more barbarous and

"

daftardly adion performed in the face of the
"
fun.—Gracious Heaven ! Were thofe barbari-

"

ties, which would difgrace favages, committed
"

by Frenchmen ! by that lively and ingenu-
"

ous people, whofe writings were fo much ad-
"

mired, whofe fociety has been fo much cour-

"

ted, and whofe manners have been fo much
"

imitated by all the neighbouring nations ?—

■" This attrocious deed, executed in the streets
"

of Verfailles, and the horrors committed in
"

the prifons of Paris, will fix indelible ftains
"

on the character of the French nation. It is
"

faid thofe barbarities revolted the hearts of
"

many of the citizens of Paris and Verfailles,
"

as much as they could thofe of the inhabitants
"

of London or Windfor. It is alfo faid that
"

thole maffacres were not committed by the
"

inhabitants of Paris or Verfailles, but by a

"
fet of hired affaffsns.—But who hired thofe

"

affaffins ? Who remained in fhameful ftupor
"
and daftardly inactivity, while their laws

"

were infulted, their prifons violated, and

"

their fellow citizens butchered in the open
• <£ streets ? I do not believe, that from the

"

wickedest gangs of highway-men, houfe-
"

breaker?, and pick-pockets, that infeft Lon-
"

don and the neighbourhood, men could be
"

felccted who could be bribed to murder in
"

cold blood, fuch a number of their country-
"

men!—and if they could, lam convinced
"

that no degree ofpopular delufion they areca-
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"

pable of, no pretext, no motive whatever,

"could make the inhabitants of London or

"

Windfor, or any town of Great Britain, fuffer
" fuch dreadful executions to be performed
" within their walls."

No ; I hope not : yet I do not know what

might have been effected, by an introduction

of the fame system of anarchy, that has chan

ged the airy amiable French into a fet of the

moft ferocious inhuman blood-hounds, that ever

difgraced the human fhape.
From fcenes like thefe, the mind turns for re

lief and confolation to the riot at Birmingham.
That riot confidered comparatively with what

Doctor Prieftley and his friends wifhed and at

tempted to stir up, ws.s peace, harmony and

gentlenefs. Has this man any reafon to com-
/

plain ? He will perhaps fay, he did not approve

of the French riots and maffacres ; to which I

fhall answer, that he did approve of them. His

public celebration of them was a convincing
proof of this ; and if it were not, his fending his

fon to Paris, in the midft of them, to request the
honour of becoming a French citizen, is a proof
that certainly wiil not be disputed.*- If then we

* Another " hazarded aflertioil." Let us hear the Doc

tor attain.
"

My fecond Sor, who was present both at the
"

riot, and the <.(I;/e^ felt more ir.vipiationiHll. and wil-
"

ling,ly lillencd to a prcpofal to. fettle in France ; and
<( there his reception was but too flattering."

''

It irufelcfs

toafcertHMi the time of this flattering reception, in order to"

trove tlv-.t it was in the midft of rndlacrcs • for the revolu

tion 'has been one continued fcene cf rrv.rdtT and rapine ;

hut, ho^x
-

ver. if the reader lias an opportunity of examining
the Paris r\ip-M-«, he will fnd that the

ceiemcny took place
■within a very lew days of the time when Jourdan filled

the lcc-uoijc at Avignon with mangled bodies.
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take a view of the riots of which the doctor is

an admirer, and of thofe of which he expreffes
his deteftation, we muft fear that he is very far

from being that
"

friend of human happinefs"
that the democratic fociety pretend to believe

him. In fhort, in whatever light we view the

Birmingham riots, we can fee no object that ex
cites our compaffion, except the inhabitants of
the Hundred and the unfortunate Rioters them

felves.

The charge that the Doctor brings against his
Country is, that it has not afforded him proieclion.
It ought to be remarked here, that there is a ma

terial difference between a government that does

not at all times afford fufficientprotection, and one
that is opprejfive. However, in his anfwer to the

New-York addreffes, he very politely acquiefces
in the government and laws of England being op

pressive alfo. Would he really prefer the proceed
ings of a revolutionary Tribunalto thofe of a court

ofjustice in England ? Does he envy the lot of his

colleagues Manuel, Lacroix, DantonandChabot?
Mow would he look before a tribunal like that of

the Princefs de Larrrbelle, for example ? Wherr

this much lamented unfortunate lady was drag
ged before the villains that fat in a kind of

mock judgment on her, they were drinking eau

de vie, to the damnation of thofe rhat lay dead

before them. Their fhirt fleeves were tucked up
to their elbows their arms and hands, and

even the goblets they were drinking out of, were
.b^fmeared with human blood ! I much queftion
jf the aflaffm's flab, or even the laft pang of

death with all- its concomitant bitternefs, was

D 2
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halffo terrible as the blood-freezing fight ct

thefe hell-hounds. Yet this was a court ofjuf
tice , under that constitution which

" the friend

" of human happinefs" wanted to impofe on

his countrymen ! Paine in speaking of the En

glifh government, fays exultingly, and as he

fancies wittily :
"

they manage thofe things bet-

"ter in France." I fancy,this boafting"reprefenta-
" tive oftwenty four millions of free

men" would

now be glad to exchange his poft of deputy for

that of under fhoe black to the meanest Laquay

at the court of London ! Would he- not with joy

exchange his cachot with the reversion of the

.guillotine into the bargain, for the darkeft cell

in that very Baftile, the destruction of which

he hasvfo triumphantly and heroically fung ? His

fate is'a good hint to thofe who change countries

every 'time they crofs the fea. A man of all

countries is a man of no country : and let all

thofe citizens of the world remember, that he

who has been a bad fubjed in his own country,

though from fome latent motive he may be well

Received in another, will never be either trifled
^>r refpecled.

The Dottor and his fellow labourers who

have lately emigrated to Botany Bay, have been

continually crying out :
"

a reform-of Parlia

ment." The fame vifionarydeilufron Teems tohave

pervaded all reformers in all ages. They do not

consider what can be done, but what they think

ought to be done. They have no calculating

principle to direct them to difcover whether are-

form wil^ooil them more than it is. worth or not.

Thev do not fit down to count the cost,; but,

the object being, as they think, desirable, the

* \
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means are totally difregarded. If the
French re

formers had fit down to count thecoft, I do not

believe theywere villains or ideots enough
to have

purfued their plan as they did. To fave a tenth

part of their income, they
have given the whole,

or rather it has been taken from them. To

preferve the life of aperfon now
and then unjust

ly condemned, they have drenched
the country

with the blood of the innocent. Even the Baftile,

that terrible monument of tyranny, which has

been painted infuch frightful colours,
contained

but two ftate prifoners when it
was forced by the

mob ; and the reformers to deliver thefe two

prifoners, and to guard others from a like fate,

have eredted Baitiles in every town and
in every

ftreet. Before the Revolution there were only

two ftate prifoners, there are now above two

hundred thoufand. Do thefe people calculate ?

Certainly not. They will not take man as

they find him, and govern
him upon principles

eftablifhed by experience ; they will have him

to be
"

a faultlefs monfter that the world ne'er

faw," and wifh to govern
him according to a

fyftem that never was, or can be, brought.into

practice.
Thefe waking dreams would be of no more

confequence than thofe of the night, were they

not generally purfaed with an unjuftifiabte de

gree ofobstinacy and intrigue,
and even villainy;

and did they not, being always adapted to flat

ter and inflame the lower orders of the people,

often baffle every effort of legal power. Thus

it happened in England in the reign of Charles

the firft ; and thus has it happened m France.

Some trifling innovation always paves the way
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to the fubverfion ofa government. The ax in

the foreft humbly befought a little piece ofwood
to make it a handle : the foreft consisting of fo

many stately trees, could not, without manifest

cruelty, refufe the
" humble

"

request ; but,
the handleonce granted, the before-contemptible
tool began to lay about it with fo much violence,
that in a little time not a tree nor even fhrub

was standing. That a parliamentary reform

was the handle by which the Englifh revolution
ists intended to effect the destruction of the con-

ftitution needs not be insisted on ; at least if we

believe their own repeated declarations. Paine

and fome others clearly expreffed themfelves pn
this head : the Doctor was more cautious while

in England, but, fafeiy arrived in his " afylum,"
he has been a little more undifguifed. He. fays
the troubles in Europe are the natural offspring
of the

"

forms of government" that exist there ;

and that the abufes fpring from the
"

artificial
dijlinclions in fociety.^—\ muft flop here a rho-

ment to remark on the impudence of tfyis affer
tion. Is it not notorious that changing, thofe
forms ofgovernment; arid dejlroying thofe, distinc
tions in fociety, has introduced all the troubles

in Europe ? Had the form of government in

France continued what it had been ipr twelve or

thirteen hundred years, would thofe troubles ever

have had an existence. To hazard an affertion

Jike this, a man muft be an idiot, or hemull think
his readers fo.—-It was then the form of the En-

-glifh government, and thofe .artificial cfiftiricti-
ons ; that is to fay, of king, prince, bifhop,.&c.
that he wanted to deftroy, in order to produce
that

"

otherfyfiem of'liberty ," which he had been
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fo long dreaming about. In his anfwertothe

addrefs of
" the republican natives ofGreat Bri-

;" tain and Ireland, refident at New-York," he

^fays :
" the wifdom and happinefs of republican

"

governments, and the evils resulting from
"

"

hereditary monarchial ones, cannot appear in

"a stronger light to you than they do to me ;"
*

and yet this fame man pretended an inviolable

attachment to the hereditary monarchial govern-

ment of Great Britain ! Says he, by way of vin

dicating the principles of his
club to the people

of Birmingham
" the firft toast that was drunk,

was,
" the king and conjlitution" Whatl does he

make a merit inEngland of having toa/ied that

which he "abominates in America ? Alas 1 Philo-

Jbphers are but mere men 1

It is clear that a parliamentary reform was not

the object : an after game was intended,

which the vigilance of government, and the

natural good fenfe of the people happily pre

vented ; and the Doctor, difappointed and cha

grined, is come here to difcharge his heart of

the venom it has been long colleding against.
his country. He tells the Democratic ibciety

that he cannot promife to be a better fubject of

this government than he has been of that of

Great Britain'. Let us hope that he intends us

an agreeable difappointment,
if not, the fooner

he emigrates back again the
better.

System mongers are
an unreafonable fpecies

of mortals : time, place, climate, nature itfelf

muft give way. They muft have the fame go

vernment in every quarter of the globe ; when

perhaps there are not two countries which can

poffibly admit of the fame form of goverment. at
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the fame time. A thoufand hidden caufes, a

thoufand circumstances and unforeseen events

confpire to the forming of a government. It is

alwavs done by little and little. When com-

pleated, it prefents nothing like nfyflem ; nothing
like a thing compofed, and written in a book.

It is curious to hear people cite the American

government as the fummit of human perfection
while they decry the Englifh ; when it is abfo-

lutely nothing more than the government which

the kings of England eftablifhed here, with fuch

little modifications as were neceffary on account

of the ftate of fociety and local circumftances.

If then the Doctor is come here for a change of

government and laws, he is the moft difappointed
ofmortals. He will ha^e the mortification to

""find in his
"

afylum" the fame laws as thofe from

which he has fled, the i'.tme upright manner of

administering them, the lame punilhment of the

oporeffor and the fame protection of the op-

z preded. In the courts of justice he will every
dav fee precedents quoted from the Englifh law

books ; and fwhich to him may appear won-

derful) we may venture to predict, that it will

be very long before they will be supplanted by
the bloody records of the revolutionary tribunal.

Let him comoarethe governments of thefe states,
and the meafures they have pursued, with what

has palled -uiukr the boafted constitution that

he wiihed to introduce into England, and fee if

he can find one single instance of the moft

diftant refembiance. In the abolition ofnegro

flavery for example, thegovernments cf the Uni
ted States have not rufhed headlong into the

mad plan of, the National Convention. With

much more humane views ; with a much more
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fmcere defire of feeing all mankind free' and

happy, they have, in fpite of clubs and focieties,
proceeded with caution and justice. In fhort,
they have adopted, as nearly as poffible, confi-
derin ; circuaiftances and fituation, the fame
meafures as have been taken by the government
which he abhors. He will have the furthtr
mortification to find, that the government here is

not, any more than in England, influenced by
the vociferarions of fifh-women, or by the toafts
and refqlui'ions of popular focieties. He will,
however, have one confolation

, here as well as
there, lie.. will find, that the truly great,
virtuous and incorruptible man at the head of
government, is branded for an Ariflocrat, by
thofe noify gentry.
Happiness being the end of all good govern

ment, that which produces the moft is confe

quently the belt ; and comparifon being the

only met.hodofdetermining the relative value of

thing;,, it is eafy to fee which is preferable, the
tyranny which the French formerly enjoyed, or
the liberty and equality they at prefent labour
under. If the.Doftor had, come about a year
fooner, he might have had the fatisfaftion of

being not only an ear, but an eye-wimefs alfo,
of fome of the bleffed effects of this celebrated
revolution. He might then have been regaled
with that fight, fo delectable to a modern philo*
foper ;

—

opulence reduced to mifery.
The ftale pretence, that the league'againfi the

French has been the caufe of their inhuman
condiid to each other, cannot, bv the most per-
verfe fophiftry, be applied to the Ifland of St,

E
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Domingo. That fine rich colony was ruined,

its fuperb capital and villas reduced to afnes,

cue half of its inhabitants maffacred, and the

other half reduced to beggary, before
an enemy

ever appeared on the coaft. No : it is that fyl-

tem of anarchy and blood that was celebrated

at Birmingham on the 14th of July, 1 791,, that

has been the caufe of?1all this
murder and ae-

vaftation. >

Nor let the Doctor pretend that this could

not be foreign. It was forefeen and foretold

too, from the very moment a partjpf the Depu
ties to the States General were" permitted to

cMl themfelves a national affembly. In proof
of this, I could mention a dozen publications
that came out under his own eye ; but I fliall

content mvfelf with giving a short..'extract from

a fpeech in the Britifh parliament, which is
the

more proper on
this occasion, as it was delivered

but a few weeks before the period of theriots.

" The Amei leans," faid Mr. Burke,
" have

" what was effentially neccff.iry for freedom ;

"

they have the phlegm of the good tempered
" Enpliihmen- they were fitted for Republi-
"

cans by a republican education. Their revo-

" lution was not brought about by bafe and dege-
'

. nerate crimes; nor did they overturn a govern-
"

ment for the purpofes of anarchy ; but they raif-
"

ed a republic,as nearly reprefentingthe Britifh
"

government as it
was pciuble. They did not

•"
run into the abfurdity of France, and by feiz-

"

ing 011 the rights tf man, declare that the

" nation was to govern the nation, and Prince
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"

Prettyman to govern Prince Prettyman.*
"

Xhere.are in Canada many of the ancient inha-
" bitants ; will it be proper to give them the
" French conltitution ? In my opinion there '

"
is not a fingle circumftance that recommends

" the adoption of any part of it, for the whole
" is abominably bad— the production of folly
"
not wifdom— of vice, not virtue; it contains

"

nothing but extremes, as distant from each
"

as the poles—the parts are in eternal oppo-
•' fition to each other—it is founded on what
" is called the rights of man, but to my convic-
"
tion it is founded on the wrongs of man, and

." I now hold in my hand an example of its ef-

.." fects on the French colonies—Domingo,

." Guadaloupe, and the other French Ifland.%
"
were rich, happy, and growing in ftrength

"
and confequence in fpite of the three laft

"

diftreffmg wars, before they heard of the
"
new doctrine of the rights of man ; but thefe

.

"

rights were no fooner arrived at the Iflands,
" than any spectator would have imagined that
" Pandora's box had been opened,and that Hell
" had yawned out difcoi\J, murder, and every
"

mifchief; for anarchy, confusion and blood-
" filed raged every where ; it was a general
c: fummons for

* 11' this gentleman could fee a rant published a few
'

days ago, by my- old friends, the New York Demo

cratic .Society, he would find that we are improved ;

and that Prince Prettyman is to p-ovcrn Prince

Prettyman here as well as in Prance. "Vihat" fn.v they,
t( fh all preferve public liberty, but the wifUom c; an *en-
"

P.ghtened p**>pb ? In every free Hate the foverei^nty
*' is vefted in the people, and every individual is at once

tl
a 'tgiflztir an,l a fovcrsipn.'''

E 2.
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" Black fpirits, and white,
"
Blue fpirits, and grey,

"

Mingle, mingle, mingle,
" You that mingle may."

"
When the affembly heard of thefe diforders,

"

they ordered troops to quell them ; but it
"

proves that the troops have joined the infur-
"

gents, and murdered their commander. I

" look on the revolution with horror and detef-
"

tation ; it is a revolution of consummate folly,
" formed and maintained by every vice."

But perhaps the Doctor's intenfe studies ; "his
" continual labours for the good of mankind,"

might not leave him time to perufe the debates

of parliament; however, we' may fairly pre
-

fume that he read the letters addreffad to him

felf ; and if fo, he has read the following paf-

fage ,

"

you think that a neighbouring nation
"

is emancipated from tyranny, and that a com-
"

pany of Englifhmen may laudably exprefs
"
their joy on the occasion. Were your premi-

"
fes true, I would allow your conclusion. But

" let us wait the event. Philofophers fhould
"
not be too credulous, or form their determi-

" nations too rafhly. It is very poflible that
" all the magnificent fchemes of your auguft
" diet in France may be fucceeded by a ridicu-
"

lous, a villainous, or a bloody cataftrophe."
Either he forefaw the confequences of the

French Revolution or he did not'forefee them :

if he did not, he muft confefs that his penetra
tion was far inferior to that of his antagonilts,
and even to that of the multitudg of his coun

trymen ; for they all forefaw them. If he did

forefee them, he ought to blufh at being called
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the " friend of human happinefs ;" for, to fore-
fee fuch dreadful calamities and to form a delibe

rate plan for bringing them upon his.-country he
muft have a difpofition truely diabolical. If he

did not forefee them, he muft have an under-

ftanoing little fuperior to that of an idiot ; if he

did, he muft have the heart of a Marat. Let

him choofe*

But it is pretty clear that he forefaw the-con-

fequences, or, at leaft, that he approves of

thvm ; for, as I have obferved above, he fent his

fon into France, in the very midft of themaf-

facres, to requeft the honor of becoming a

French citizen ; and in his anfwer to the addref-

fers at New York, he takes good care to exprefs
his difaprobation of the war purfued by his coun

try (which he calls an infatuation) becaufe its

manifest tendency is to destroy that hydra, that

fyftem of anarchy which is the primary caufe.

Besides, is not his emigration itfelf a convincing
proof, that his opinion ftill remains the fame ?

If he found himfelfmistaken, he would confels

his error ; at leaft tacitly, by .a change of con
duct. Has he done this ? No : the French re

volution is his fyftem, and fooner than not fee

it eftablifhed, I much question if he weuld not

wrh pleasure fee I he maffacre of aii the human

race.

Even fuppofe his intended plan of improve
ment had been the belt in the world .inftead of

the worst : the people of'England had 'certainly
a right to reject it. He claims, as an indubita

ble righr, the right of thinking for others, and

yet he will not rcrmit the people of England to

think for themfelves. Paine fays :
iC

what a
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v/hole nation wills, it has a right to do." Con

fequently, what a whole nation does not. will, it

has a right not to do. Rouffeau fays :
"

the ma

jority of a people has a right toybra-the reft to

be free ;" but even the
" infane Socrates of the

national affembly" has never, in all his abfurd

reveries, had the folly to pretend, that a club

of diffenting malcontents has a ri^ht to force a
whole nation to be free. If the Englifh chofe

to remain flaves, bigots, and idolators, as the

Doctor calls them, that was no bufinefs of his :

he had nothing to do with them. He mould
have let them alone ; and perhaps in due time,
the abufes of their government would have come

to that " natural termination," which he trufts
" will guard against future abufes," But, no,
faid the Doctor, I will reform you,.

•— I will en

lighten you,—I will will make you free, 'You

fhall not ! lay the people. But I will ! fays the
Doctor. By , fay the people, you fhall not !
" And when Ah\tho^>e\ fazv that his counfel was

"
notfollowed, hefaddled his afs, end arofe, and

"

gat him home to his houfe, to his city, and put his
"

houfehold in, order, and hanged himfelf, and
" died and was buried in the fepukhre of his
"

father."
I now beg the reader's company in a flight re

view of the addreffes, delivered to the Doctor; by
the feveral patriotic focieties at New York. *

* I. Aft addrefs from
" the Denveratic'Society''

II. From the u 'Tammany Society?' .jd

jtp Trom the " J'j(lc:a./ed Teachers."

IJII, From the" Republican T\\>t'.z'cs of"C'-eat Br'ua':n
u

r.vfl J<~e/itiyl,>

Thc/b addrefoc, with the a nf.vers to them, having all

appeared -in the Gazettes, it will be ufelefs to give
them at hmnh here.
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It is no more than justice to fay of thefe ad
dreffes, in the lump, that they are diftinguifhed
for a certain barrcnnefs of thought and vulgarity
of style, which, were we not in poffeffion of the
Doctor's anfwers, might be thought inimitable.
If the parties were lefs known, one might be

tempted to think that the addreffers were dull

by concert; and that by way of retaliation, the
Doctor was refolved to be as dull as they. At

leaft, if this was their design, nobody will deny
but they have succeeded to admiration.
" The governments of the old world," fay the
Democratic Soicety,

"
are moft of them now

"

bafely combined to prevent the eftablifhment
" of liberty in France, and to effect the total
" destruction of the rights of man."
What ! The Rights of Man yet ? I thought

that Liberty and Equality, the Rights of Man,
and all that kind of political cant, had long been
difcovered for the greatest Bore in nature.

Are there people in this country, and people
who pretend to poffefs a fuperior degree of fa-

gacity too, who are dolts enough to talk about

French Liberty, after what paffes under their eyes
every day ? Is not every Frenchman in the

United States, obliged to go to a justice of the

peace, every two or three months, to have a

certificate of residence ? And muft he not have

this certificate fworn to and figned, by four in

habitants besides the magiftrate ? And muft

he not pay for this too ? And if he fails in

any part of this ilavifh ceremony, or goes into

Canada or Florida, is he not marked out for the

Guilliotine ? An Englifhman may come when

he will, flay as long as he pleafes, go whece he



will, and return when he will to his own coun

try, without finding any law of profcription, or

confifcation, iffued againtt him or his property.
Which has moft liberty ?

I thought no one would dun our ears with

French liberty, after rhe decreewhich obliges eve

ry merchant, under pain of the Guilliotine, to
make a declaration of all his property in foreign
countries, and to give up his right and title of

fuch property to the convention; and not only
to make a declaration of his own, but of h:s

neighbour's property alfo, under the fame penal
ty ! It has long been cuftomary to exprefs a

debellation of the tyranny and cruelty of the In

quisition : but the Inquisition, in the height of
its feverity, was never half fo tyrannical as this
decree. This is the boasted "gallic liberty."
Let us hear their own definition of this liberty.
"

Liberty," fays Ban-err, in his report to the

National Convention, on the 3d of January 1794,
"

Liberty, my dear fellow citizens, is a privi-
" 1edged and general creditor ; not only has
" fire a right to our property and perfons, but to
"
our talents and courage, and even to our

Kl

thoughts !" Oh Liberty! What a metamor

phosis haft thou undergone in the hands of thefe

political juglers !

If this be liberty, may God in his mercy con

tinue me the moft abject flave. If this be liber

ty, who will fay that the Englifli did not do well
in rejecting the Doctor's plan for making them

free ? The Democrats of New York, accufe the
allies of being combined to prevent the efiablifh-
ment of liberty in France, and to dellroy the

rights of man ; when it is notorious that the
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French themfelves have banifhed the very idea
of the thing from amongft them ; that is to fay,
if they ever had an idea of it. Nay, the author
of the rights of man, and the authorefs of the

rights of women, are at this moment starving, in
a dirty dungeon, not a hundred paces from the

fanflum fanclorum of liberty and equality ; and
the poor, unfortunate Goddefs* herfelf is guillio-
tined ! So much for liberty and the rights of
man.

:
The Tammany fociety comes forward in boaft-

ing of their " venerable anceftors," and, fays the
Doctor in his- anfwer : "

Happy would our

':'. venerable anceftors have been to have
"

found, &c." What! Were they the
Doctor's anceftors too ? I fuppofe he means in a
figurative fenfe. But certainly, gentlemen,
you made a faux pas in talking about your an
ceftors at all. It is always a tender fubject, and
ought to be particularly avoided by a body of
men

"
who difdain the fhackles of tradition."

You fay that, in the United States,
"

there
*c exists afentiment of free and candid enquiry,
"

which difdains the fhackles of tradition, pre'
"

paring a rich harveft of improvement and the
"

glorious triumph of truth." Knowing the

religious, or rather irreligious, principles of
the perfon to whom this fentence was addreffed
it is eafy to divine its meaning. But, without

* Madame Hebert, who had the honor of reprefentimr
this Deity, and who received for a confiderable time, th«
adorations andincenfe of the devout Parifians, was .jmillio--
tined not long ago. It is impoffible to fay forwhatme was
executed, a,s the court by which fhe was tried do not wafte
their precious time hi committing their proceedings to
writins;.

F
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to £sy, Idolatrous Gbri/Hans." Idolatrous Chrif-

tians ! It is the firft time I believe thefe two

words were ever joined together. Is this the

languageof a man who wanted only toleration,in.
a. country where the eftablifhed church, and the

moft part of the diffenters alfo, are profeffedly
trinitarians ? He will undoubtedly fay that the

people of this country are idolators too, for

there is not one out of a hundred at molt, who

does not firmly believe in the doctrine of the

Trinity.
Such a man complains of perfecution with a

very ill grace. But fuppofe he had been per-

fecuted for a mere matter of opinion ; it would

be only receiving the meafure he has meted to

others. Has he not approved of the unmerciful

perfecution of the unfortunate and worthy part

of the French clergy ; men as far furpaffing him

in piety and utility as in fuffering
?
They did

not want to coin a new religion ; they wanted

only to be permitted to enjoy, without interrup
tion, the one they had been educated in, arid

that they had fworn in the molt folemn manner,

to continue in to the end of their lives. The

Doctor fays in his addrefs to the Methodists ;

"you will judge wether I have not reafon and

"

fcripture on my fide.You will at leaft be con-
"
vinced that / have fo perfuadedmyfelf ; and you

"
cannot but refpect a real lover of truth, and

*6
a defre to bring others into it, even in the man

"who is unfortunately in an error." Does

not this man blufh at approving of the tafe,

cdwardly and bloody perfecutions that have

been carried on against a fet of men, who erred,
if they did err at all, from an excefs of con-
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French themfelves have banifhcd the very idea

of the thing from amongst them ; that is to fay,
if they ever had an idea of it. Nay, the author
of the rights of man, and the ailthorefs of the

rights ofwomen, are at this moment starving in

a dirty dungeon, not a hundred paces from the

fanclum fanclorum of liberty and equality ; and

the poor unfortunate Goddefs* herfelf is guillio-
tined 1 So much for liberty and the rights of

man.

TheTammany fociety comes forward in boaft-

ing of their
"
venerable anceftors" and, fays the

Doctor in his answer: "Happy would our

" venerable anceftors have been to have
"

found, &c." What! Were they the

Doctor's anceftors too ? I fuppofe he means in a

figurative fenfe. But certainly, gentlemen,

you made a faux pas in talking about your an

ceftors at all; It is always a tender fubject, and

ought to be particularly avoided by a body of

men
" who difdain the fhackles of tradition."

You fay that, in the United States,
"
there

et exifts afentiment of free and candid enquiry,
" which difdains the fhackles of tradition, pre-
"

paring a rich harveft of improvement and the
"

glorious triumph of truth." Knowing the

religious, or rather irreligious, principles of

the perfon to whom this fentence was addreffed,
it is eafy to divine its meaning. But, without

* Madame Hebert, who had the honor of reprefenting
this Deity, and who received for a confiderable time, the

adorations and incenfe of the devout Parifians, was guillio-
tined not long ago. It is impoflihle to fay forwhat fhe was

- executed, as the court by which fhe was tried do not wafte

their precious time in committing their proceedings to
writing;.

*
■■- F
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■to fey, Idolatrous C'jriftans." Idolatrous Chris
tians1! It is the firft time I believe thefe two

words were ever joined together. Is this the

languageof a man who wanted only toleration,in
a country where the eftablifhed church, and the
mofl part of the diffenters: alfo, are profeffedly
trinitarians ? He will undoubtedly fay that the

people -of this country are idolators too, for
there is not one out of a hundred, at moft, who
does not firmly believe in the doctrine of the

Trinity. -

Such a man complains of perfecution with a

very ill grace. But fuppofe he had been per
fected for a mere matter of opinion ; it would
be only receiving the measure he has meted to

others. Has he not approved of the unmerciful

perfecution of the unfortunate and worthy part
of the French clergy ; men as far furpaffmg him
in piety and utility as in fuffcring ?

They did
not want to coin a new religion ; they wanted

only to be permitted to enjoy, without interrup
tion, xhz one they had been educated in, and
that they, had fworn in the moft folemn manner,
to continue in to the end of their lives. The

Doctor fays in his addrefs to the sVIethodifts ;

"you will judge whether I have not reafon and
"

fcripture on my fide. You will at leaft be con-
"
vinced that I have fo perfuadedmyfelf; and you

"

cannot but refpect a real lover of truth, and
'

a defire to bring others into it, even in the man
"

who 1; unfortunately in an error." Does
not this man blufh at approving of the bafe,

cowardly and bloody perfecutions that have

been carried on again!!: a fet of men, who erred,
if they did err at all, from an excels "of con-
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fcientioufnefs ? He talks of perfecution, and

puts on the mockery of woe : theirs has been

perfecution indeed. Robbed, dragged from

their homes, or obliged to hide from the fight
of man, in continual expectation of the aflaffm's

flab ; fome tranfported, like common felons,

for ever ; and a much greater number butcher

ed by thofe to whofe happinefs their lives had

been devoted, and in that country that they loved

too well to difgrace by their apoftacy ! How

gladly would one of thofe unfortunate confcien-

tious men have efcaped to America, leaving for

tune, friends and all behind him ! And how

different has been the fate of Dodor Prieftley \

Ah, Gentlemen! do not let us be deceived by
falfe pretenders : the manner of his emigration

is, of itfelf, a fufflcient proof that the ftep was

not neceffary, to the enjoyment of
"

protection
from violence."

You fay, he has
"

long difnterefledly labour-
" ed for his country." 'Tis true he fays fo ;

but we muft not believe him more disinterested

than other reformers. If toleration had been all

he wanted; if he had contented himfelfwith the

permifllon of spreading bis doctrines,
he would

have found this in England, or in almoft any

other country, as well as here. The man that

wants only to avoid perfecution,
does not make

a noify and faftidious difplay
of his principles,or

attack with unbridled indecency, the religion of

thecountry inwhichhe lives.
He whoavoids per

fecution is feldom perfecuted.

« The lifted ax, the agonizing wheel,

" Luke's iron crown and Oamien's bed of Steel,
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every attempt to debafechriftianity, in whatever

fhape, and under whatever difguife it may ap .

^

pear.
In the addrefs of ^ the republican natives of

" Great Britain and Ireland, refident at New
"

York," we find a very extraordinary paffage
indeed. But, before we fay any thing about this

addrefs, it will not be amifs to fay a word or

two about the addreffers. I believe one might
venture to fay, that there are butVery few natives

of Ireland among them ; becaufe, the emigrants
from that country, being generally engaged in

agricultural purfuits from their fir-ft arrival here^

have not the time to form themfelves into poli
tical focieties: and the words "Great Britain"

might probably have been fupplied by oneword.

However, as the gentlemen have not thought
this word worthy of a place in their addrefs, I

can by no means think of introducing it here.

But let us fee what they fay of themfelves !

" After a fruitleft oppofition to a corrupt and

" tyrannical government, many of us, like you,
61

fought freedom and protection in the United

" States of America* We look back on our

'•- native country with pity and indignation, at
" the outrages that humanity has fuftained in

-'** the perfons of the virtuous Muir and his pa-
" triotic affociates." We may then fairly fup-

'pofe, that thefe
6* republican natives of Great

:" Britain and Ireland" can be no other than the

-members of that renowned convention of which

the "virtuous Muir," who -is now fortunately
on his paffage. to Botany Bay, was president.
The paffage of their addrefs, alluded to above*

is as follows ; "Participating in the many blef-
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feientioufnefs ? #<? talks of perfecution, and

puts on the mockery of woe : theirs has been

perfecution indeed. Robbed, dragged from

their homes, or obliged to hide from the fight
of man, in continual expectation of the affaffm's

flab; fome transported* like common felons,

for ever ; and a much greater number
butcher

ed by thofe to whofe happinefs their lives had

been devoted, and in thatcountry that they
loved

too well to difgrace by their apoftacy ! How

gladly would One of thofe unfortunate confcien-

tious men have efcaped to America, leaving
for

tune, friends and all behind him ! And how

different has been the fate of Dodor Prieftley !

Ah,- Gentlemen! do not let us be deceived by

falfe pretenders : the manner of his emigration

is, of itfelf, a fufficient proof that the flep was

not neceffary, to the enjoyment
of " proteftion

from violence.'*

You fay, he has
"

long difinterefiedly labour-

." ed for his country." 'Tis true he fays fo ;

but we muft not believe him more disinterested

than other reformers. If toleration had been all

he wanted; if he had contented himfelfwith the

permiffion oi fpreadinghis doctrines, he would

have found this in England, or in almost any

other country, as well as here. The man that

wants only to avoid perfecution,
does not make

a noify and fastidious difplay
of his principles,or

attack-with unbridled indecency, the.religion of

ihecountry inwhich he lives.
He whoavoids per

fecution is feldom perfected.

« The lifted ax, the agonizing wheel,

« Luke's iron crown and Damien's bed of iteel,
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every attempt to debafe chriftianity, in whatever

fhape, and under whatever difguife it may ap

pear.
*

In the addrefs of " the republican natives of
"
Great Britain and Ireland, resident at New

"

York," we find a very extraordinary paffage
indeed. But, before we fay any thing about this
addrefs, it will not be amifs to fay a word or

t\vo about fhe addreffers. I believe one mig&t<
venture to fay, that there are but very few natives

of Ireland, among them; becaufe, the emigrants
from that country, being generally engaged in

agricultural pursuits from their firft arrival here,
have not the time fo form themfelves, into ,poli--»
tical focieties : and the words

"
Great Britain"

might probably have been fupplied by one word.

However, as the gentlemen have not thought
this word worthy of a place in their addrefs, I
can by no means

,
think of introducing it here.

But let us fee what they fay of themfelves:
u: Aftet 2. fruitlefs oppofition to a corrupt and
"

tyrannical government, many of us, like vyou,
"

fought freedom and protection in the United
"
States of America. We look back.on our

":
native country with pity and indignation, it.

"

the: outrages that humanity has fuftained in
" the perfbns of the virtuous Muir and his pa-
" t-riotk affociates." We may then fairly fup-
pefe, that thefe ""republican natives of Great
"Britain and Ireland" can be no other than the
members ofthat renowned convention of which
the ^virtuous Muir," who is now fortunately^
on his paffage

"

to" Botany Bay,_was prefident.

^
The paffage of their addrefs, alluded to above,

is as fotrows; "Participating in the many blef-
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"

fings, which the government is calculated to
"

infure, we are happy in giving it this proofof
"
our refpectful attachment. We are only griev-

£c

ed, that a fyftem of fuch beauty and excellence
"
fhould be at all tarnifhed by the existence of

"'

flavery in any form ; but, as friends to the
"

equal rights of man, we muft be permitted
"

to fay, that we wifh thefe rights extended to
"

every human being, be his complexion what it
"

may. We however look forward with pleaf-
"

ing anticipation to a yet more perfeclflate of
"''

fociety ; and from that love of liberty which .

" forms fo diftinguifhed a trait in the American

"character, are taught to hope that this laji,
"

this worfi difgrace to a free government, will
"

finally and for ever be done away.
"

So !

Thefe gentlemen are hardly landed in the United
States before they begin to cavil againft the

government, and to pant after a more perfecl:
flate of Society ! If they have already difcovered
that the fyftem is tarnifhed'by the very lafi and ■

worfi difgrace of a free government, what may we

not reafonably expect from their future re-
fearches ? If they,with their virtuous Prelldent,
had been landed in the fouthern states, they
might have lent a hand to finifh the great
work, fo happily begun by citizens Santhonax
and Polverel. They have caught the itch of

addreffing, petitioning and remonstrating in
their own country ; let them feratch themfelves
into a cure ; but let them not attempt fpread-
ingtheir diforder. They ought to remember,
that they are come here

"
to feek freedom and

"

protection
"

for themfelves, and notfor others.
When the people of thefe states ai^tsa^^ftra

G
/>" ^
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total abolition of negro flavery, they will maL?

a fhift to fee the propriety of adopting the mea-

fure without the affiftance of thefe nothern

lights. In the mean time, as the convention

cannot here enter on their iegiflative functions,
they may amufe themfelves with a fable written
for their particular ufe. .

The Pot 'Shop, a Fable.

In a pot-fhop well flocked with ware of all

forts, a difcontented ill formed pitcher un

luckily bore the fway. One day after the mor

tifying neglect of feveral cuftomers, "gentle
men," faid he, addressing himfelf to his brown

brethren in general,
"

gentlemen, with your
"

permission, we are a fet of tame fools, without
"

ambition, without courage : condemned to

" the vileft ufes, we fuffer all without murmur-
•"

xing. Let us dare to declare ourfelves, and
"

we fhall foon fee the difference. That fuperb
"

ewer, which, like us, is but earth; thofe
"

gilded jars, vafes, china, and in fhort all
" thofe elegant nonfenfes, whofe colours and
"

beauty have neither weight nor folidity, muft
"

yield to our ftrength and give place to our
45

fuperior merit.
"

This civic harangue was received with peals
of applaufe, and the pitcher ( chofen president )
became the organ of the affembly. Some,
however, more moderate than the reft, attemp
ted to calm the minds of the multitude. But
all thofe which are called jordans or chamber

pots, were become intractable. Earrer to vie

with the bowls and cups, they were impatient



iilmoft to madnefs to quit their obfcure abodes,
to ikine upon the table, kifs the lip and

ornament the cup-board.
In vain did a wife water jug (fome fay it

was a platter ) make them a long and ferious

difcourfe upon the peacefulnefs of their voca

ls- tiom Thofe,
"

fays he,
" who are deftined to

"

great employments are rarely the moft happy.
"
We are all of the fame clay, tis true ; but he

" who made us, formed us for different func-
"
tions. One is for ornament, another for ufe.

"
The polls the leaft important are often the

" moft necedary. Our„ employments arc ex-

^ tremely different, and fo are our talents.
"

This had a wonderful effect ; fhe moft stupid

began to open their ears : perhaps it would

have fucceded, if a greafe pot had not cried out

with a decisive tone :
"
You reafon like an afs ;

"to the devil with you and your filly lef-

" fons."

Now; the fcale was turned again : all the

hord of jordans, pans and pitchers applauded
the fuperior eloquence and reafoning of the greafe

pot. In fhort,. they determined on the enter-

prize; hut a difpute arofe who mould be chief :

; U would command and none obey. It was

then you mighthave heard a clutter : pots, pans
and .pitchers, mugs, jugs and jordans, all put
themfelves in motion at once ; and fo wifely
and with fo much vigour were their operations
conducted that the whole was foon changed

—

not into china, but rubli'f.

Let us leave the application of this fable to

thofe for whom it is intended, and come to the

address of
"
the affociated teachers in the city

" of New -York.
"

G 2
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From the profeffion of thefe gentlemen, one-

would have wifhed not to find them among the

Doctor's addreffers ; and it will be for thofe who

employ the " affociated teachers
"

to judge,
how far their approbation and praife of the

writings of fuch a man, is a proof of their
1

being calculated for
" the arduous and important

" talk of cultivating the human mind.
" *

They very civilly invite the doctor to afTift them

.
to "form the man ;

"

and, in his anfwer, he

feems to hint that he, may possibly accept the

invitation. All I can fay on this matter, is, if

he fhould embrace this profeffion, I hope he

will be exactly a*fuccefsful in forming the man,

as he has been in reforming him.

In the anfwer to the
" affociated Teachers,

"

the Doctor obferves, that, claffes ofmen, as well
"
as individuals,are apt toformtoo high ideas of

" their own importance." Never was a jufter
obfervation than this, and never was this ob-

fervation more fully verified than in the parties
themfelves. The Doctor's felf importance is

\ fufnciently depicted in the quotation that I have

given frormhis letter to the people of Birming
ham ; and as for the

" affociated- teachers,
"

how familiarly foever they may talk of " the

* I have been informed, that thefe affociated brethren of

the birch complain ofmy attacking them in the dark ; but

let them lay their hands to their hearts, and fay, if they
can, that I fight more unfair than they do, when they dis

charge their ill-humour on a poor little trembling wretch,
whole pitiful look would foften the heart of a tiger. How

ever, I ceafe the inglorious combat : I conlefs it is not fair

to attack them with a pen. They know how to write with

a rod only ; and ' dare fay their anfwer to my obferva-

f ions on their addrefs is {till legible on the back-iides of

their unfortunate pupils.



[ 53 ]

"

intriguing politics and vitiating refinements

" of the European World,
"

I mutt fay, I

think, they know but little of what paffes in

that world ; or they never would have larded

with fuch extravagant eulogiums, productions,

which, in general, have been long exploded.

With refpea to the Dodof's metaphyseal
reveries, or, in other words, his fyftem of infi

delity, I fhall leave to himfelf the talk of expo-

ting that to the deteftation of Americans, as it

has long been to that of the Englifh.
* Of his

fcientific produaions,T prppofe, in a little time,

to give the public a fhort reveiw;.f
meanwhile I

refer theeurious, readerto the publications ofthe

royal fociety, ^f 179 1 and 1 792, and to Doctor

Bewley-'s treatife on air. He will there fee his

fyftem of chemiftry and natural philofophy de-

teaed, expofed and defeated ; and the
" cele-

" brated philofopher
"

himfelf accufed and

conviaed of plagiarifm. § He will there find

the key to the following fentence : f The

"

patronage to be met with, in monarchical go-
"

vernments, is ever capricious, and as often

"

employed to bear down merit as to promote
"

it, having for its objea, not fcience, or any
"

thing ufeful to mankind, but the mere repu-
" tation of the patron, who

is feldom any judge
X offcience.

"

\ This is the language of every

foured negleaed author, from a forry ballad

*
He has made a pretty good beginning^ already, as w-e

ihrdl fee by and by. .

.

,
.

+ The Doftor has fayed me the
trouble ofdoing tr.is.

^

...,., I'U^c a.little patience, reader,
and you mall be

Satis

fy! of this. „ , ,. ,
. 4 r

•

f Tli? was addreff.' d to the Philofophical fociety st

nilh'-tl^hia. V. e ihail fee all this unravelled by and by
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monger to a doaor with half a dozen initials at

the end of his name.

As to his talents as a writer we have only
to open pur eyes to be convinced that they are

far below mediocrity. His style is uncouth

arnl fuperlatively diffufe. Always involved iu

minuiia, every fentence is a string of parenthe-
fifes, in finding the end ofwhich, the reader is

lucky if he does not lofe the propofition they
were meant to illustrate. In.mort, the whole of

his. phrafeology is extremely difgufting ; to

which may be added, that even in point of

grammar he is very often incorrect. .

.

.

As a proof of what I have here attested, I
could give a thoufand fentences jrom his wri

tings ; but I choofe one or two from his an

fwers to the addreffers, as thefe pieces, are in

every body's hands ; and, not to. criticife unfair.-

ly, I fhall take the firft fentence I come at. It

runs thus :
^

"

Viewing with the deepest concern, as yoiji
"

do, the profpea that is now exhibited in
"

Europe, thofe troubles which are the natural
"

offspring of their forms of government, ori-
"

ginating indeed in the fpirit of liberty, but
"

gradually degenerating into tyrannies, equab
".,Iy degrading to the rulers and the ruled

,
I

"

rejoice in finding an affylum from perfecu-
" tion in a country in which thofe abufes have
"

come to a natural termination, and produced
"another fyftem. of liberty, founded on fuch

"a wife principles, as I truft, will guard againft
"

all. future abufes ; thofe artificial diftinctions
" in fociety, from which they fprung, being
"

completely eradicated., that-protedian from
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"
violence, which laws and government promife

" in all countries, but which I have not found

" in my own, I
doubt not I fhall find with you,

"

though I cannot promife to be a better fubjetfc
" of this government, than my whole condua

" will evince that I have been to that of Great

" Britain."

This is neither the flyle pcricdique, nor the

/ryle coupe, it is I prefume the flyle entortille
: for

one would certainly think that the author had

racked his imagination to render what he had

to fay unintelligible. This
fentence ofmonftrous

length is cut afunder in the middle by a femico-

Ion, which, except that it ferves
the weary rea

der by way bf half way houfe, might
be placed

in any other part of the fentence to, at leaft,

equal advantage. In faa, this is not a fentence ;

it is a rigmarole ramble, that has neither
^

be

ginning nor ending, and conveys to us no idea

of any thing but the author's incapacity.
"

Viewing with the deepest concern as you
"

do, the profpea that is now exhibited in Eu-

"

rope, thofe troubles which are the natural off-

"

fpring cf their forms of government."What,

in the name of goodness, does this mean ?—

Troubles is the only antecedent that can be found

to their, and the neceffary conclufion is, troubles

have their forms of government.
The doaor fays, in his anfwer to the Tam

many fociety :
"

Happy would our venerable

" anceftors, as you juftly call them, have been,

"
to have found America fuch a retreat to

" them." It may perhaps' be ufeful to the

learned Doaor to know, that he ought to havx
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faid " Happily would our venerable anceftors,
"

as you juftly call them, have been, tofind
"

America, &c."

I grant that there is great reafon to believe,
that theDoaor was refolved to be as dull as his

addreffers ; but I affert that it is impoffible for a

perfon accuftomed to commit his thoughts to

paper with the fmalleft degree of tafte or cor-

rectnefs, to fall into fuch grofs folecifms, or to

tack phrafes together infuch an awkward home,
fpun manner. In fhort, he cannot be fit for

even the poft of caftigator ; and therefore it is

to be hoped that the " affociated teachers" will

not leifen their " importance" by admitting
him amongst them ; that is to fay, except it be

as a pupil.
There are many things that aftonifh us in the

addreffes, amongst which the compaffion that the
addreffers exprefs for that " infatuated" and
"

devoted country ," Great Britain, certainly is

not the leaft.

The Democratic fociety, with a hatred againft
tyranny, that would have become the worthv

nephew of Damiem'cr the great Marat himfelf,

fay :
" The multiplied oppressions which cha-

" raaerife that government, excite in us, the
" moft painful fenfations and exhibit a fpeaa-
" de as difgufting in itfelf as difhonorable to
" the Britifh name."

And what a tender affectionate concern do

the fons of Tammany exprefs for the poor dif-
treffed unfortunate country of their " venerable
" .anceftors." "A country," fav they "al-

*
Hdbefpierre-
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"

though,now prefenting a profpea frightful to
" the eye of humanity, yet once the nurfe of
"

fciences, of arts, of heroes, and of freemen, a
"

country which although at prefent apparent-
"

ly devoted to deHruclion, we fondly hope may
"

yet tread back thefleps of infamy and ruin, and
"

once more rife confpicuous among the free nations

" of the earth."

But of all the addreffers none feem fo zealous

on this fubjea as
" the republican natives of

Great Britain and Ireland.
" "

While,
"

fay

they9
"
we look back on our native country

'*];with emotions of pity and indignation, at the
"

outrages human nature has fuftained, in the

"

perfons of tlje, virtuous Muir and his patriot
" tic affociates ; and deeply lament the fatal

"x apathy into which our"countrymen have fallen :

"
we desire to be thankful to the great author.

" of our being, that we are in America and

"

that, it has pleafed him, in his wife provi-
"

deuce, to make thefe United States an Afy-
"

ium, not only from the immediate tyranny of
<* the Britifh government, but alfo from thofe

"

impending calamities, which its increafing
"

defpotifm, and multiplied iniquities, muft

"infallibly bring down on a deluded and op-
"

preffed people.
"

What an enthusiastic

warmth is .here ! No folemn-league-and-eove-
n'ant prayer, embelliflied with the nafal fweet-

nefs of the conventicle, was ever more iafFea-

inc;. .

, ;r m&
'

To $11 this the Doaor very pitioufly echoes

back
"

figh for figh, and groan for groan ;;and
" when the fountain of their eyes is dry, his

"

fupplies the place and weeps for both.
*
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There is fomething fo pathetic, fo irrefuta

bly moving in all this, that a man muft have a

hard heart indeed to read it, and not burft into

laughter.
In fpeaking of Monarchies, it has often been,

lamented that the fovereign feldom, or never

hears the truth ; and much afraid I am, that this

is equally applicable to democracies. What

court fycophants are to a prince, demagogues
are to a people ; and the latter kind of' parasites
is by no means lefs dangerous than the former ;
perhaps more fo, as being more ambitious and

more numerous. God knows, there were tpo

many of this description in America, before the
arrival of Doaor Priestley,: I can therefore fee

no reafon for boastings and addreflings on ac

count of the acquisition. ,

Every one muft ohierve, how the doaor has

fallen at once into the track of thofe, who were

already in poffeflion of the honourable poll.
Finding a popular prejudice prevailing againft
his country, and not poffeffing. that patria; cari-
ias, which i:- the charaaeriftic of his country
men, he has not been afhamed to attempt making
his court by flattering that prejudice. I grant
that a prejudice againft this nation is not only
excufable, but almoft commendable- in Ara-

cans; but the misfortune is, it expofes them to

deception, and makes them the fport of

every intriguing adventurer. Suppofe it be the

intereft of Americans that Great Britain fhould
be ruined and, even annihilated, in tjje prefent
contefl ; it can never be their interest .to- believe
that this defirable.objea is already nearly or

quite accomplished, at a time when fhe is become
more formidable than ever, in every quarter of
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fhe globe. And with refpea to the internal

fituation of that country, we ought not to fuf

fer ourfelves to be deceived by
"

pdeanin^s
" from morning chronicles, or Dublin ga-
"
zettes :" for, if we infill that newfpaper re

port is the criterion by which we ought to judge
of the governments, and the ftate of other coun-

tries,we muft allow the fame meafure to foreign
ers with refpea to our own country ; and then

what muft the people of England think of the

government of the United States, upon reading
a page or two from the floveniy pen of A'grkola.
"
It is' charitable," fays this democrat,

" It
" is charitable to believe many who figned the
"

constitution, never dreamed of the meafures
"

taking place, which alas ! we now experience.
"

By this double government, we are involved
"
in unneceffary burdens which neither we nor

"
our fathers ever knew. Such a monfler of a

"

government has feldom ever been known on
"
earth. We are obliged to maintain two go-

"

vernments, with their full number of officers
"
from head to foot. Some of them receive

"
fuch wages as never were heard of before in

"

any goverment upon earth ; and all this be-
"

flowed on Ariftocrats for doing next to noth-
"

ing. A bleffed revolution ! a bleffed revolu-
" tion indeed ! but farmers, mechanics and
"
labourers have no fliare in it, we are the affes

"
who muft have the honor of paying them

"
all without any adequate fervice. Now let

" the impartial judge whether our government
"
taken colleaively, anfwers the great end of

"

protecling ourperfons andproperty ! Or whether
"
it is not rather calculated to drain us of our

"

money, and give it to men who have not
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" rendered adequate fervice for it. Had an

"

infpired prophet told us the things which
"
our eyes fee,, in the beginning of the revolu-

"

tion, he mignt have met Jeremiah's fate ; or

" if we had believed him, not one in a thoufand
"

would have reffled GreatBritain. Indeed, my
"

countrymen, we are fo loaded by our new

"

governments, that we can have little heart to
"

attempt to move under all our burdens ; we

" have this confolation, when things come to

"
the worst, there muft be a change, and we

"

may reflfatisfed, that either the federal orfate
"

governments muflfall."
If " gleanings" like thefe -were publifhed in

England, would not the people naturally ex

claim : What ! the boafted government of A-

merica come to this already f The poor Ameri-
v
cans are dreadfully tyrannized by the Arifto-

crats I There will certainly be a revolution in

America foon ! They would be juft as much

miftaken as the people in this country are, when

they talk of a revolution in England.
Neither ought we to, look upon the emigra

tion ofperfons from England to this country as

a proof of their being perfecuted, and of the

tyranny of the Englih government. It is paying
-America a very poor compliment, to fuppofe
that nothing fhort of perfecution, could biing
fettlers to ls fhores. This is befides the moft

unfortunate proof that could poffibly be produ
ced by the advocates of the French Revolution :

for if the emigration of a perfon to this country
be a proof of a tyranny exifting in that from

which he comes, how fuperlatively tyrannical
muft the government in France be ? But they
fay, thofe who emigrate from France are Aiii-
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tocrats : they are not perfecuted ; they emi

grate becaufe they hate a free country. What !
do they really come to America becaufe they hate

a free country ? Did the governors ofMartinico,
&c. make a capitulation to be fent here, to avoid

going to a free country ? The Democratic focietv

will certainly oblige the world very much in

explaining this enigma.
I am one of thofe, wfio wifh to believe that

foreigners come <to this country from choice,
and not from neceflity. America opens a wide

field for entreprize ; wages for all mechanics are

better, and the means of fubfiflence proportio-
nably cheaper than in Europe. This is what

brings foreigners amongst us : they become

citizens of America for the honeft purpofes of

commerce, of turning their industry and talents

to the best account, and of bettering their for

tunes. By their exertions to enrich themfelvc?,

they enrich the ftate, lower the wages, and render
the country lefs dependent upon others. The

mofl numerous as well as the moft ufeful are

mechanics ; perhaps a cobler with his hammer

and awls, is a more valuable acquisition than a

dozen philofophi-theologi-politi-cal empiricks
with all their boafted apparatus.
Of all the Englifh arrived in thefe States

(fince the war) no one was ever calculated to

render them lefs fervice than Doaor Prieftley ;

and what is more, perhaps no one (before or

lince, or even in the war ) ever intended to

render them lets : his preference to the Ame

rican government is all affeaation
: his emigra

tion was not voluntary : he ftaid in England
till he faw no hopes of recovering a loft reputa

tion ; and then, bursting with envy and refent-
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ment, he fled into what the Tammany fociety

very jultly call " banifhrhent,
"

covered with

the univerfal detestation of his countrymen.

Here ended the pamphlet in its original form,

concluding with fome of thofe anertions which

"were faid to be the moft " hazarded,
"

and for

the truth of which I am forry I have no

"better voucher than the Doaor himfelf.

In the preface to his farewell fermon, preach
ed to his difciples at Hackney, he fays :

"
I hope

"

my friends, and the public, will indulge me

" while I give the reafons of its being the laft,
" in confequencte of my having at length, after
" much hefitation,and now with reluctance ,come
"
to a refolution to leave the kingdom.

"

" I cannot refrain from repeating that I leave
"

my country with real regret.
"

Was it a
" hazarded affertion" then, to fay

that his preference to the American government

was all affeaation, and that his emigration was

not voluntary ?
"

My friends,
"

fays he,
"

earneftly advifed

^me to difguife myfelfas I was going ro London.
" But all that was done in that way was taking
i6

a place for me in the mail coach, which I

"entered at Worcefter, in another narrie than
"

my own. However, the friend who h'acl'-lhe
"

courage to receive me in London, had thought
4i- it neceffary

• to provide a drefs that fhould
"

difguife me, and alfo a method of making my
'-'■• efcape, in cafe the hcufe flrould have been at-

" tacked on my account; and for fome time my
"
friends would not fuffer me to appear in the

" fire'ts,
" -J—-" The managers of one of the
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"

principal charities among the diffenters ap-4

plied to me to preach their annual fermon,
"

and I confented. But the treafurer, a man
"

of fortune, was fo alarmed at it, that he de-
"

clared he ceuld not fleep. I therefore, to his

"great relief, declined preaching at all."-—-'
"
When the Hackney affociation was formed,

"

feveral fervants in the neighbourhood ac-<

"

tually removed their goods; and when there
"

was fome political meeting at the houfe of
"

Mr. Breillat, though about two miles from
"

my houfe, a woman whofe daughter was fer-
"

vant in the houfe contiguous to mine, came
"

to her miftrefs, to entreat that fhe might be!
"

out of the way..
"

—-
"
On -feveral occasions

"
the neighbourhood has been greatly alarmed

"

on account of my being fo near them* I
"

could name a perfon, and to appearance a

'

reputable tradefman, who declared that, in.
"

cafe of. any difturbance they would immedi-
"

ately come to Hackney, evidently for the
"

purpofe of mifchief. In this ftate of things,
"

it is not to be wondered at, that, of many fer-
"

vants who were recommended to me, and

"fome that were aaually hired, very few could,
"for a -long time,be prevailed upon to live with
"

me."*—" My eldeft fon was fettled in a

bufinefs, which promifed to be very advan

tageous, at Manchester ; but his partner,

'though a man of liberality himfelf, informed
'

him, on perceiving the general prevalence of
"
the fpirit which produced the riots in Bir-

'
. mingham, that, owing to his relationfhip to

*
Scrvar.tr v; E'-jta .j have a ch&rafter to preferve, I

fipnofs, ..
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"

me, he was under the necessity of propofing a

"

Tepafatron, which accordingly' fook^ place. '":i
—-■"

Many times, I -have been burnt iri effigy'*
"

along with Mr. -Paine ; arid numberlefs
4
in-' ?

"

fuitrng and threatening letters-have 'been fent

"tome from all parts of the kingdom" —

"111 treated as I had been, not merely by the
l

"

populace of Birmingham; but by the country^
"

'

in general, and afterwards by the Reprefenta-
" tives &f-the Nation i* I own I was not without

"

deri'Demting oh thc» fubiect of emigration.
"

Was it a
" hazarded aifertion" then, to fay

that he fled into baniffimehtj^covered with the

univerfal deteftation of his countrymen ? ^ ^

But, though the above quotations moft am

ply prove that he was detefted by the **whole

nation, from the Peer to the Pariili-Boy, and""

that he was a volunteer emigrant, about as"

much as one of the hurlers that our tarpawlings"
catch en the' coaft of -Ireland^ yet the real cauiV

of h'is'emigration remains to beexplaihed*
-' Jdw

While the Birmingham affair was frefhin the ■

Do&or's mindj-hefaysthat he had forheth<mghts;
of emigration ; hut that."' all things confidered,*'
he^" determined to flay1 in' England, expofed as"-

" he was to every kind of Oolo^uy and infult."]'
He' therefore went to Hackney, to fucceed his-

dear friend and fellow labourer of fkaious me

mory,"Doctor-Price. Here, as; appears by his-

own words' above ctrefcd, the ^people' diiiikecP

>-*"I-Te m!':xf haVe mad!1 ah exception oi-two here ; fcry

a**0»{££fe>e i ■.---. Is, he hud for advocate the Er.rl of 'Stanhope,-'
vd'sor1. -an Ea^ixu author very aptly compwesto.ixx^-

Co<$ BytezJBojus ; and, rcno^-; the coinir.ons, he had thei
immstuL' e Charles f'o::. A fmgle word of p'raife iVo/a

'

mctfKke thefe w^ulc! blafl' the character of a Saint.
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him fo much, that he was obliged to remove to

Clapton. At this place he found the peace and

tranquillity he fought, and for that reafon, fays
he,

" I took a long leafe of rny houfe,and expend-
" ed a considerable fum in improving it. I alfo
"

determined, with the affiftance of my friends,
"
to refume my philofophical and Other purfuits ;

" and after an interruption amounting to about
"
two years, it was with a pleafure that

" I cannot defcribe, that I entered my new la-
"

boratory, and began the moft common pre-
"

paratory proceffes, with a view to fome origi-
"
nal enquiries?'
Here then we fee him (in the month ofAuguft,

1793) in quiet poffeflion of every thing he want

ed to enjoy. What then could make him come

off toAmerica fo foon after ? If he had determin

ed to flay, when expofed to every kind of oblo

quy and infult, what could make him fly away
when no longer expofed to it ? It muft be al

lowed that the Doctor's panion for controverfy
and perfecution is fuch as would excufe a belief

that he grew angry with the people for letting
him alone ; but candour obliges me to confefs

that this was not the cafe in theprefent instance ;
for,he was going on very diligently with his pro
ceffes and his

"

original enquiries." Yes,reader,
it was thefe curfed

"

original enquiries" that did
alithemifchief. For,theDoa'or being in the height
of them,happened to fall upon aWONDERFUL

DISCOVERY, which, though erroneous was

not original. However, all would yet have been.

fafe, if he had kept it within the walls of hisv

laboratory; but his communicative temper would
not permit him to do this, and the unfortu-
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n?te wonderful difccvery made its public entry'

into the book-feller's fhops on the 1 6th of No

vember, 1793.
This brought him a

" New Tear's Gift" from

Doaor Harrington, his old antagonift and his

conqueror, as we fhall fee by the following ex-

traa from the gentleman's Magazine for May,

1794-
" Doaor Prieftley, immediately after the

"

Birmingham riots might be fuppofed to have

" real caufe of alarm. But as his refolution
" withstood the firft fury of the flood, if

" is rather extraordinary that he mould now

" all at once turn coward, and fly to America.
" He muft furely be greatly at a lofs for folid

*6 reafons, when he thinks it worth while to ad-

"
vance fuch trifling circumstances as the gof-

"

frpingof his fervam-maid with the neighbours,
"
or the foolifh declaration of an individual

" before one of his congregation. But, that
" the Doaor was able to brave thefe dreadful

" denunciations and the terrors of his maid,
"
appears from his venturing to take a long

" leafe of his houfe, expending a considerable

" fum of money upon it, and accepting the

'*• contributions of his friends towards another

'"
apparatus, laboratory, &c. The Doaor, as

"
a prudent man, would certainly not have ex-

"

pended his money thus, had he not fully de-

" termined again to remain in the kingdom."
" Then what, give me leave to afk, Mr.

" Urban, can have fo lately happened to make
" him alter his refolution ? As there appears to
" be fomething which the Doaor is at pains
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"
to conceal, it may be worth while to enquire

" what it is."
" Doaor Prieftly, Sir, for many years, had
cc
been acquiring a very high degree of fame

"
from his chemical and philofophical experi-

"
ments. According to his own account, it

"
was this great reputation which gave him fo

"
much confequence in the eyes of the French

"

philofophers, and which fanaioned his other

"

purfuits. On the 16th of November laft, he
"

publifhed a pamphlet in a very boasting and
"

exulting flyle, informing the world, that he
"
had made a moft important difcovery, that

"
water was formed of dephlogifticated and

"

phlogifticated airs ; the fame airs, and the

"
fame proportions, which your correfpondent

"
Doaor Harrington obferves, that the Hon-

" ourable Mr. Cavendifh, from his miftaken ex-

"

periments, confrders as conftituting the ni-

"
trous acid. The abfurdity of thefe opinions

"
has been pointed out by Doaor Harrington

f6 in' your Magazine for January and February
"

laft ; in which it is moft clearly and fatisfacto-

"

rily fhown in what manner Doaor Prieftley
"

was miftaken : proving at the fame time the

" real formation of the different airs, difplaying
"
the very great futility and the

errors
of our

" modern chemiftry ; and at the lime time,
"

bringing the very heavy charge of plagiarifm
"

upon Doaor Prieftley."
*

" As Doaor Prieftley, in this laft pamphlet,
" announced his intentions of publishing again
"

very foon, having materials for another by

* See the. New Year's Gift, to Dr. Priefrley. Gentlemen's

Magazine, for Jan. and Feb. 1794-
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"

him, expreffing: apprehenfions left any<per-
"

fon mould inrerferewith him in thefe experi-
^ ments, I expected everyday to hear of the
"

Doaor's vindicating himferf and his opinions,
"

anfwering the charges ofDoaor Harrington,
"or acknowledging his philofophical miftakes.
"• Inftead of which, to my very great furprize,
•*' I am informed he is stealing off to America ;
"

thus leaving his antagonift master of the
"

field, and only faying that the world may hear
"

of him again in his chemical purfuits. This

is certainly very different from what he gave
"

us reafon to. expea,, when he announced to
e
the world, in his oftentaiiaus pamphlet, that

"
we might expea to hear regularly^ from him.

"
But I think, you will agree with me, that

." he has totally fled from his aerial chemistry,
'

and, what is the moft awkward and extraor-
"

dinary thing of all, without one word of de-
"

fence from the charges of philosophical pla-
"

giarifm."
"
It was not till Dpaor Prieftley received the

"
New Year's Gift of your January and Fe-

"

bruary Magazine, that he was in earnest a-
"

about America* And, I am informed, that
"
he was fomuch afraid that he mould receive

"

another^oirrthe fame valuable work, that he
"

got onboard the fhip the very evening before
"
the Magazine for the month of March made

"
its appearance, although the fhip was not like-

"

ly to fail immediately."
Was it a " hazarded affertion

"

then, to fay
that the great philofopher was accufed and con-

viaed of plagiarifm, and that he ftaid in En

gland till he faw no hopes of recovering a left

reputation ?
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It has been already observed, that the Doctor
merited the univeifal odium he laboured under

'in England, and we find nothing in his juftirl-
catory preface to his farewell fermon ( which

was re-publifhed at Philadelphia as an indirea

anfwer to the firft edition of this pamphlet) that

ought to induce us to reject -this opinion. For.

it certainly will not be pretended that his being
hated by King, Lords and Commons, by high
and low, rich and poor, churchmen and diffen

ters, proves him to be an innocent inoffensive

man: on the contrary, if that trivial "and fa

vourite republican maxim,
" the voice of the

people is the voice of God," be founded in

truth, then, does, the Doaor ftand condemned

by God as well as man.

But let us hear a little of what he fays in his

vindication. •
.

After dating that he had been unjuflly charg
ed with beinga feditious, faaious politician, he

fays ;
" let any one only cast his eyes over the

"

long lift of my publications, and he will fee

" that they relate almost, wholly to theology, kc.*'

Arid he has taken care to publifh this lift at

Philadelphia, amounting to feienty five differ

ent works. Yes, "by thy works lhalt thou
" be judged," but not by the number of them.

Hetellsus he hardly evermeddledwith politics,
andin the verynext paragraph,acknowledgesthat
he wrote a fmall anonymous pamphlet (when
he was a younger man) in favour of Wilkes and

Liberty. Mr. Wilkes has had the good fenfe to

retraamoft of the wild notions that the Doaor

wrote to defend, and happy would it have been

for the latter, if he had profited from age, and
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from the example of his patron. Mr. Wilkes

is now a determined champion of that confti-

tution that the Doaor wanted to destroy, and

accordingly, he occupies -one of the firft offi

ces in the firft city in the world, while Doaor

Prieftley as a very insignificant fettler, in a town

confifting of a couple of hundred of wooden

houfes.

Another work he wrote, addreffed to the dif

fenters, on the fubjea of the approaching war

with America ; which he fays was difiributed in

great numbers by hisfriends, and not without ejfecl..
The fubjea of this work, and the good it was

intended to do his country are easily conceived,
as hetellsus it was written atthe requefl of Doclor
Franklin—He does not tell us whether he was

paid in sterling or continental money for this

work.

On this occasion the reader will pleafe to bear
in mind, that I am not pretending that we ought
to diflike Doaor Prieftley ; for he is certainly as

much entitled to our gratitude and efteem'as

Arnold was to that of the Britifh.

After this he fays he meddled no more with

politics ;
"

except as far as the bufinefs of the
" Te/i Aft, and all civil eftablifhments of religion;
had a concern with politics."* And yet he was]

nofaftious politician !
* This is the great {tumbling block of the Englifh Dif

fenters. What can there be in this Teft Ad, that makes

them fo unhapppy ? Why, it prevents them from obtain

ing —not the kingdom of heaven, but lucrative employments,
Js it not amazing, that people, who are fo very godly that

they cannot conform to the eitablifhed religion of the coun

try, fhould trouble themfeleves about places and penfions ?

They are continually telling us that their kingdom is not of
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Boasting of his intimate connexion with

Doaors Price and Franklin h a drole way of

proving the peaceablenefs
of his difpofition, and

his attachment to his country. With full as

much reafon might he boaft of being a
relation

of Jenny Cameron or Guy Fawkes.

Franklin, Price and Prieftley ! A precious trio I

well worthy of each other. Methinks I fee them

now in one of their dark confultations, like the

three Weird Sifters round their cauldron,brew-

" Dtftble, double, toil and trouble ;

" Fire burn and cauldron bubble.
"

As for Benjamin Franklin, Efqr. and Soap
Boiler, his charaaer for peaceablenefs is as well

known as his charaaer forgratitude and integrity ;
and moft people knows that the

"

political di

vine,
"

Price, fpent the greatest part of a too

long life in endeavouring to blow up the flames

of rebellion in England. He was one of the

principal projectors of the famous college of

diffenting Jefuits at Hackney; from whence

were to come the Titus Oatefes of an Unitarian

Plot.
*

this world, and yet they want to reign.
I think, however,

it would be but right to grant them
whatHelvetius waswil

ling to grant
the Priells ; every thing above the tops of the

* When this pious old Apoftle of difcord heard of the

triumphs of the Paris mob, and of the bloody fcenes that

enfued, he exclaimed :
" Lord now let thy fervant depart

" in peace for
mine eyes have

feen thy falvation ". Prerty

fa'vation truely. According to my ideas of damnation, the

fc=nes that have taken place' in France fince the Revolution,
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it is pretty clear that the preface, to which I

have been fo often obliged, was intended more

to procure the Doaor a favourable reception

here, than to reconcile him to his countrymen ;

and, in this
"

refpea, the thing was prudent,

though the publifhing of it in England was cer

tainly a trait of infolence, unparalleled even in

the annals of Unitarianifrn. It was courting a

kick on the breech by way of farewell falute ;

but even in this he was difappointed, and was

as laft obliged to come off without or everi fo

much as a box on the ear, to afford an excufe

for his whining, and for the milk-fop fighs of
the New-York Societies.

I have heard many grave people, and by no

means anarchifts, exprefs a forrow for the ill

ufage Doaor Prieftley received in England.
But how was he ill ufed ?—Hewasthreatned ;

—

people would not let him into their houfes ;
—

fervants would not live with him ;
— a farmer

would not learn his fon hufbandry ;
— a mecha

nic turned another fon out of his partnerfhip ;

Doaor Horfly would not fubcribe to his an-

tichriftian theology, nor Doaor Harrington to

his aerial chemiftry. Well, and what then?

Do we call this ill ufuage ? Grant me patience!
have not. the people of England a right to like

and diilike whom they pleafe, as well as the

people of America ?

If, as I have already obferved, he had fallen

into the hands of a French mob— but flop ; we

have no occafion to crofs the fea. If he had

refeinble' it as much as any think on earth can do. I am

lure there has been a continual " weeping and wailing and

ijaafhing of teeth ".
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would he have fa-red ? Let sis, fee.

' " About twelve perfons, armed and painted
"

black, in the night .of the 10th ofJune, broke.
"
into the jioufe of John Lynn* where the office

"
was kept, and after having feduced him to

""
come down flairs', and put himfelf in their

"power, they feized him, threatened to hang
""

him. took him to a' retired fpot in the neigh
s-bousing wood; and there, after cutting off

"', his hair, tarring and feathering him?, fvvore
*'

JunitVcVer again to allow the uie of his houfe
"

fqr\ an. ex'eife-a office :_having done which, they
"

jmimdmim. naked, to a tree, and left him irt;.
" that rituatiori till morning. Not content with
"

.this... J;he.malcontents, fome days after, made
"

him another visit■; pulled down part of his
" 'tioufe. and put him in a fituation to be obliged
"
to become r an exile from his home, and to

" "find an afylum e liewhere.
"

Thi/'xi no'" hazarded affertion," at any rate;

unlefs Mr.Hamiiton hazarded it ; for it is taken-

from his report to the President of the United

States.

This mob flopped the'mail, cut open the bag*,
and cook out fhe letters. This mob killed feveral *

peffons, took others prifoner, and ufed the ;

Marfhall in particular extremely cruelly : they
even went fo far as^to prefent their pieces at^

him with every appearance of an intention to

affaflinate. And yet neither the Marshall nor

Lynn has ever had any thoughts of emigrating.' ■

Has any thing of this kind ever happened. to
Doaor Prieftley? Ffas the weight of a single
:-■

«-
"'

K
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family ? " You have,
"

fay the addreffers at

New-York,
" fled from the rude arm of vio-

"

lence, from the rod of lawlefs power : —We

" have learned with regret and indignation the
"
abandoned proceedings of thofe fpoilers who

"

deftroyed ycur houfe and good", ruined your
"

philclcphical apparatus and library, commit-
"
ted to the flames your manufcripts, pryed into

"
the fecrets ofyour private papers, and in their

v'

barbarian fury put your iife itfelf in danger.
—

"
We enter, hir, with emotion and fympathy

"
into the numerous facrifices you muft have

"

made, to an undertaking which fo eminently
" exhibits our country, as an af>lum for the

"

perfecuted and oppreffed.
"

All this was

extremely apropos in the midft of the Western

infurreaion. If it was
" barbarianfury

''
to put

life in danger, what was it to take life away ? The

people over the mountains feem to have revolted

on purpofe to make thefe addreffers a laughing
Rock. Are they not afhamed to have made a

canting fympathetic addrefs to a stranger, whofe

sufferings, if real, they knew nothing about,

while they have borne with a more than ftoic

frrmnefs, and without afngle addrefs, fhe well

known fufferings of their own countrymen ?

Tlrey want the Pittfburg affair forgotten ; why
then do they want to perpetuate the memory of

the Birmingham riots ?
" Thou hypocrite, ftrft

" caft the beam out of thine own eye; and then

" fhalt thou fee clearly to caft the mote out

" of thy brother's eye.
"

The :;oclcr coinplainn again in his preface,
of partiality in the courts of justice ; and fays,
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" 1 am not unaffeaed by the unexampled pu-
" nifhments of Mr. Muir and my friend Mr.

"

Palmer, for offences, which, if, in the eye of
"

reafon, they be any at all, are flight, and very
"

infufjiciently proved. But the fentence of Mr.

"

Winterbothom, for delivering form the pulpit
"
what I am perfuaded he never did deliver, and

"

which, similar evidence might have drawn

" down on myfelf, has fome thing in it ftill

"
more alarming.

"

Aye, aye, very alarming,
without doubt, but nothing like Doaor Har-

rinton's New years gift.
This is another pretty bold trait of modefty

and moderation. Here are three courts of ju-
flice, three grand and three petty juries all con

demned in the lump. If what the Doaor fays
be true, then were the Englifh all become a neft

of fcoundrels and purgerers, except his innocent

felf, his three fons, and his worthy friends the

Botany-Bay Convias ; but, if what he fays be

not true, what did he deferve at the hands or

the Englifh. for thus aiming a flab at their

reputation ?

There are fome among us, who pretend
to have a belief in this partial juftice in Great

Britain ; and the hobgoblin accounts of it have

been noifed about thefe ftates, in a ftyle that

would have founded well from the top of a

chimney or, at the bar of a brothel ; but,

unfortunately for our pclitieal vultures, the trial

of Hardy has undeceived every one that is capa

ble of thinking.
When the account of this trial firft arrived,

K 2

\
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it caufed nearly as great joy, among fome people,
as did the " taking ofAmflerdam

"

or the fending
of" the Duke ofTork to Paris in an iron cage ;"
in faa, it was almoft of feftivic confequence.
But this was foon perceived to be an egregious
blunder. People began to refiea. What, faid

they, there is fome juitice left in England then?
The nation is not become

"

one infular Baflile ?"
What a chance would poor Hardy have flood

before the Revolutionary Tribunal at Paris or

Bordeaux ? Would he have had eight days trial ?

Would he have had ehht minutes? Would the

fans-culotte populace have carried him home

amidst acclamations ? No ; unlefs it had been to

his laft home. It appears that Meffrs. Erfkine

and Gibbs have received great and deferved

applaufe for their able defence of an innocent

man. and that the government has not touched

a hair of their heads. —Where is Monfieur De

Malfherbe, the generous De Malfherbe* who ftep-
ped forth at the age of j$ to defend his

innocent and deferted Sovereign ? AVhere

is he ?—Numbered with the dead ! Gone to the

receptacle of all that was efiimable in France !

Neither his admired talents, his long and

eminent fervices, his generous fidelity, his gray
hairs, nor his fpotlefs life, could fave him from

the fury of thofe regenerated ruffians whom

Doaor Prieftley does not blufh to call his « dear

fellow citizens..
" *

Every man that is condemned in England,
whether it be by the public voice or by a court of

* Monfr. De Seze, the fecond coanfel of Louis XVI, faved
his life by flight.
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juftice, is fure, according to fome people, to be

vilely treated. — The people are flaves ;
— the

jury was packed. But how would this

meafure fuit if meted to ourfelves? A fellow, who

was hanged here the other day, told the crowd,

juft as he was going off. that he had no doubt

but the greatest part of them merited the fame

fate.
* This •« farewell fermon

"

was full as

modeft as Doaor Priestley's ; but if the Englifh
were to pretend to believe that the majority of

us deferve the halter, fhould we not call them

a fet of narrow-fouled, ill-natured, envious

wretches ? Certainly we fhould, and with a

p-reat deal of justice too.

I fhould here put an end to my obfervations,

flattering myfelf that the whole bufinefs of the

Doaor's emigration has been fet in a pretty fair

light ; but, as he has lately publifhed fomething,
which he calls an Anfwer to Paine'.s Age of

Reafon, and, as he there attempts to wipe off the

charge of deifm, I look upon myfelf as called

upon to fay a word or two in reply.
This Anfwer consists of a number of letters,

addreffed to the philofophers in France, and to a

philofophical unbeliever. In the preface, the

Doaor fays :
" The more I attend to this fub-

"

jeer, the more fenfible I am that no defence

" of chriftianity can be of any avail 'till it be

" freed from the many corruptions and abufes

" which have hitherto encumbered it." Among

thefe corruptions he numbers, atonement,
incarna

tion and the trinity ; and, fays he :
" The expo-

"

fmg of thefe corruptions
I therefore think to be

* See the American Daily Advertifcr.
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" the moft effential preliminary to the defence
" of chriftianity, and confequently I fhall omit
"

no fair opportunity of reprobaimg them in
" the ftrongeft terms, to whatever odium I

"

may expofe myfelf." He has been as good
as his word ; for, the whole piece appears to be
an attack on the doarine of the innily rather

than an Anfwer to Paine.
*

He begins the firft letter with telling us, that

he has,
"
read with pleafure, and even with en-

"

thufiafm, the admirable report of Rohefpierre
"
on the fubjea ofmorals and religion." Now,

it is well known, that this report contained a re

gular plan for eftablifhing a deiftical worfhip in

France ; and it is alfo well known, that Paine

wrotehis book to flatterRobefpierre,and by that
means to procure his own diicharge from pri-
fon. How comes it then that the Doaor fhould

admire the principles of the one, and pretend to

anfwer thofe of the other ?

He very artfully cries off all acquaintance
with Voltaire, Rouffeau and Gibbon ; but

he knows they are in a place whence they
cannot anfwer him. However, Gibbon left him

a letter that he ought not to have forgotten fo

* If the reader loaks over the firft and fecond chapters of
the Gofpel according to St. Matthew, he will fee

every

thing that is neceilary to confirm him in the doctrines that

Doctor Prieilxey thinks it his duty to reprbbaie biihe flronc-
eft terms. But the Doctor gets rid of this proof, which he

knows to be ».n every one's hands, by telling us that thofe

two chapters are
u

fpurious ;" that is tofay, ja'.fe. This is

a knock-me-dowu argument. Ke will certainly tell us that
the firft chapter of the Gofpel of St. John is "fpurious"
alfo i and thus he may go on/till he leaves us but juft e-

nough te^t to make up an Unitarian Creed.
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roon. The Doaor, having no wonderful dif

covcry upon his hands, wrote to Mr. Gibbon,

not long before the death of the latter, challeng

ing him to the combat. This Mr. Gibbon

very politely declined, by faying, that he could

never bring himfelf to difpute with a perfon
from whofe writings he had in a great meafure

imbibed his principles ; adding, that if theDoc-

tor was really become a convert to chriftianity

fince he had' received the laft anfwer from Doc- .

tor Horfley, he thought, the propable
remainder

of his life was by no means too long to repair
the injury the former part of it had done ; and

therefore, advifed him not to lofe his time in

vain and unprofitable difpute. If the Doaor

had followed this falutary advice, we fhould

have been fpared the pain of feeing an old man

turned of fixty amusing ,
himfelf and the world

with a fham anfwer to the wild incoherent blaf-

phemy of a poor unhappy wretch, whom difa-

pointment and hunger had driven to defpair,
and who would have turned Turk, Jew, or even

Eunuch, for an extraordinary bifcuit or a

bundle of ftraw.*

TheDoaor boafls of his having been elected

a Deputy to the National Convention, and

ftyles himfelf their
"

highly honored fellow citi-

" zen." It is fubjea both of wonder and re

gret, that he did not prefer France to America;

he was preffed to go there, which he never was

to come here ; there he could have done no

harm, here he may. If he had went to hisa-

dopted country, and accompanied his colleague,
*When we reflect ori the degradation of this quondam he

x'Jlator, it is fome coniolation that he is an Englilhman.
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Paine, in his Iegiflative career, he might have

had an opportunity of anfwering him by word

of mouth. The bottom of a dungeon would

have- been a very fit place for them to debate,

like Milton's fallen Angels, on the fureft means

of fowing difcord among mankind, and fedu-

cing them from their Maker.

One obfervation more on this anfwer to Paine,
and I difmifs it for ever.

The zealous anfwerer boafts of his freedom as

an American at the fame time that he calls him

felf a citizen ofFrance and a Fellow of the Royal

fociety of London ! This is being literally,
" all things to all men." With the Englifh he is

a RoyaliU, with the Americans, a Republican,
and with the French, a Carmagnole. Thus the

triple Goddefs (under whofe influence, Doaor

Harrington fwears, he aas) is called Luna in

heaven, Diana on earth, and Hecate in Hell.

Before! bid theDdaor adieu, I fhould be glad
to afkhim how he finds himfelf in his

"

afylum"
It is faid, he has declared that the duplicity of

our Land-jobbers is more to be feared than the

Outrages of a Birmingham Mob ; and, indeed, if

ail his complaints had had the fame appearance

of being well founded, the public would never

have been troubled with thefe obfervations ; for,
there is little doubt of his having been moft

CTuelly fleeced. This honeft profeffion, vulgarly
called land-jobbing, a member of Congrefs very
justly ftyled

"

fwindling upon a broad fcale;"
it is, in faa,a South-Sea bubble upon terrafirma,
as hundreds and thoufands of ruined foreign
ers, befides Doaor Prieftley, can teftify.
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It is to be hoped that the Doaor's anger

againft his country is by this time nearly affuag-
ed : dear bought experience has at laft taught
him, that an Utopia never exifted any where but
in a delirious brain. He thought, like too many
others, to find America a Terrestrial Paradife ;

a Land ofCanaan,where he would have nothing
to do, but open his mouth and fwallow the milk

and honey : but, alas ! he is now convinced, I

believe, that thofe who cultivate the fertile

Lefowes ofWarwickfhire,

" Where all around the gentleft breezes play
" Where gentle mufic melts on every fpray,

have little reafon to envy him his rocks and his

fwamps, the mufic of his bull frogs and the

itirtgs of his mufquitos.
In the preface, fo often mentioned, the

Doaor expreffes a defire of one day returning
to
" the land that gave him birth ;

"

and, nq
offence to the New-York addreffers, I think
we ought to wifh that this defire may be very
foon accomplished. He is a bird of paffage
that has visited us, only to avoid the rigour
of an inclement feafon : when the re-animating
funfhine of revolution fhall burft forth on his

native clime, we may hope to fee him prune his

wings, and take his flight from the dreary banks
of the Sufquehannah to thofe of the Thames ox

the Avon.

L
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THE

SHORT but COMPREHENSIVE

STORY

O F

A FARMER'S BULL.

X\ Certain troublefome fellow, who turn
ed his back upon the church, having occafion
to pais through a large farm-yard in his way to

Meeting-houfe, met with a fine majeftic venerable
old Bull, lying down at his eafe, and balking in
the fun-fhine. This Bull was at times the tameft
creature in the world ; he would fuffer the
curs to yelp at him, the flies to teafe him, and

eyen fome of the mifchievous fellows to pull
him by the horns. He was at this very moment
m one of his gentleft humours ; ruminating
upon paft and prefent fcenes of delight ; con

templating the neighbouring dairy and the

farm-yard, where the milch cows had all their

bags diftended till they were nearly running
over ; the calves, and the pigs, and the poultry0,
were frifking, and grunting, and crowing on ev-
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ery dung-hill ; the granaries were full, and the

barns ready to burst : thqfe were, befides, ma

ny a goodly rick of wheat, and barley, and

oats, and peafe, and beans, and hay, and rye-

grafs and clover. The dairy was fuH of curds,
and cream, and butter, and cheefe of every

kind. To be fure, there was plenty for the

master and his family, and all the fervants, and

every body belonging to the farm. Nay, thofe
that were poor and needy, and idle, and lazy,
and fick, and proud, and faucy, and old, and

infirm, and filly, were freely fupplied : and even

this troublefome fellow himfelf, notwithstand

ing he had long fince quarrelled with the head-

farmer and all his best friends, and an old

grudge was itill fubfifting betwixt them, yet,

upon making at any time a folemn promife to

do no mifchief, had free ingrefs, egrefs, and

regrefs, into every part of the farm and the

dairy, and was at liberty to help himfelf

wherever he liked. In fhort he was allowed to

do any thing but fhim the cream and fet his own

mark upon the butter. ,

Now, becaufe the bull had happened to place
himfelf acrofs his favourite foot-path, although
there was plenty of room to the right and to the

left, nothing would fatisfy this impudent fellow,
but he muft kick Oldjohn, for that was the Bull's
name, out of his way : and all the world agrees
that John suffered, him to kick a long while, be
fore he fhewed the leaft inclination to rife and

refent the affront. At laft, however he got upon
his legs, and began to look round him, but still
it was a look cf contempt only, which the

foolifh fellow mistook for the marks of fear ;
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and now, growing bolder and bolder, and hal

looing the curs, and calling all his comrades to

prick and goad him in the tendcreft parts of his

body, the Bull began to threaten and roar ;
—

this was on the 14th of July, one of the hotteft

days in the fummer, when fome body threw a

fiery ftick under his tail,atthe very moment that

a parcel of impudent half witted fellows were

*
trying to flourifh a French flambeau ( lighted
and blazing at both ends ) full in his face. —

No wonder that the Bull mould fet oft with a

vengeance into the ftreet : — down went the

gingerbread-flails, and the hard-ware fhops, the

buckle menders and the razor-grinders, and the

dagger-makers : he even got into private houfes,

and in one place ihrew down whole baikets full

of -bottles and chemical glaffes, crucibles and

gun-barrels ;
— fmafh went all the jars of in-

ftammable air, which initantly took fire, and

fpread all over the place ; every thing went to

rack and ruin; nothing was fafe ; even the re

ligious houfes themfelves, where nothing had

ever been heard but the moft pious exhortations

(like thofe of DoaorViceftimus Knox),
to peace

and harmony, and obedience to the governing

powers. In fhort, nothing could pacify, or put
a flop to, the fury of this poor enraged animal,

till his honeft mailer the farmer, as quiet and as

good a kind of church-going man as ever lived

in the world, father of a large family, hearing

of the rumpus, fent a number of his belt and

fteadieft old fervants to muzzle the beast, which

had already toffed the fellow with the fiery fticK

over the tops of the houfes, and gored him m

fifty different places. It
was next to a miracle that
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he efcaped with his life; and every body thought
he had reafon to be thankful that he got off fo

well as he did ; but no fooner did he find himfelf

faie in a Hackney-cJt ch, than, to the aftonifhinent
of all the world, he began to preach up his in

nocence and to lodge a complaint againft poor
Old John, who, in the end, fuffered a great deal

more than himfelf. Some filly people pitied
him ; fome laughed at him ; others again were

wicked enough to with him at the devil : — even,

his belt friends were aihamed of him ; and

although they, one and all, defended him as

much as they could in public, there was a con

founded deal of muttering and grumbling in

private.
"

I thought what it would come to,"
faid one ;

"
a pretty method of driving a mad

Bull through the church-pales,
"

faid another.

But, to go on with my flory ; ho fooner was

the Bull fairly muzzled, and .properly confined^
than the friends and neighbours on both fides

were called in, to enquire into the whole affair;
but there were fo many contradiaory stories,
that itwas impoffibleto come at the truth, how it

/ happened, or who had firft provoked him; but

fince it was plain to every body that Old John did

the mifchief, and as he was proved to be the

Town Bull, it was at laft fettled that the parifh
ihould pay all the damages, for not keeping
him in better order.

And here again was frefh matter for difcon-

tent : fome thought it hard to pay for all the in

flammable air, which had done full as much

mifchief as the Bull. Others again objeaed to

a montrous out-of-the-way heavy demand for a

hr^e quantity (Teveral reams) of fools-cap pa-
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per, which had been fcribbled upon and fpoiled
long before the affair happened. Indeed, in the

opinion of fome fenfible perlons, it was fit

for nothing but kindling the fire.

But the ftrangeft part of the flory remains to
be told ; for when this buftle was all over and

fettled, and every body thought the perverfe fel

low was going to take to his church, and get
his living in ah honeft way, what did he do but

fet to work bottling up his own f-rts, and felling
them for fuperfineinflammableair,and what's flill

worfe,had the impudence to want a patent forthe

difcovery ; and,indeed, a good many people were

deceived for a long time; but, they fay, two of a

tradecan never agree,and foit happened here; for

a brother trade one day catched him at his dirty
tricks and expofed him to the wholeparifh.After
this all the neighbours cried fhame on him : the

women laughed, the girls they tittered, even the

little boys pointed at bim and made gameofhim

as he went along the street. In fhort, one dark

night when all the neighbourhood was quiet and

every body fait afleep, up he got and fat off into

into the next parifh, bag and baggage.
Here he trumped up a terrible flory, pre

tended to be frightened to death, and fwore and

d d his foul if the Bull was not juft at his

heels. The good folks (who, by the by, had a

monstrous grudge againft Old John) believed

him at once: and now there was the devil to

do again ; the women fcreamed and fell into fits;

out run the men and boys with broomsticks and

pitcldoiks and fcalping knives to
kill the Bull:

but it was all a mam, for pocr Old John was

quiet at heme, grazing in the meadow, up to
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his eyes in clover, and blue-bells, and daffodil",

and cows-lips, and primrofes, as contented as a

lamb, and neither thinking nor caring anymore
about the fellow with the fiery ftick than about

one of the flies that he was brufhing offwith his

tail.

But the word of all is to come yet ; for

while thefe filly people were running about and

making a hue and cry againft Old John, their

own Bull (a thirfty beaft that they had.penned
up in a barren lot, without any pond or water

ing-place) broke loofe, and did ten times more

mifchief than John had ever done. This made

a fine laugh all round the country ; every body
faid it ferved them juft right ; and fo be fure it

did, for they fhould have looked at home, and

minded their own Bull, and not run bawling
about after Old John.

FINIS.
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