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Pxtra& from the Minutes of the Philadelphia Medicat
Society.

March 4th, 1799.

¢ RESOLVED, That the thanks of this Society
be prefented to Dr. CHARLEs CALDWELL, for the
eloqueni, judicious, and appropriate Eulogium, deli-
vered by him, this day, upon the characer of our de-
ceafed friend and colleague Dr. SAmuEL Cooprxr.

And, Refolved further, That a copy of it be re-
quefted for immediate publication.”

GEORGE LEIL Secivea v
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Gentlemen of the Philadelphia Medical Society,

O embalm, by offerings of tributary monuments,

the memory of the wife, the valiant, the good,
and the great, is a cuftom co-eval with the hiftory of
man. Nor is this cuftom lefs honourable and praife-
worthy, from its nature, than venerable, from the cir-
cumftance of its high antiquity. Whether we view it,
in its relationthip to the cultivation of private virtues,
or to the promotion of public good, its objects are
highly interefting and important. They are, to fan in
our breafts the flame of friendfhips threatened with
extinction by the damps of death, to add perpetuity
to fentiments of gratitude for diftinguifhed fervices,
to cherifhin our bofoms a love of exalted worth, and
to allure us on to virtuous condudt, through the me-
dium of our conftitutional propenfity to imitation,
and by the powerful motives of emulation and the
love of praife.

For thefe purpofes have the rude but energetic
fongs of the bards and minftrels, of old, refound-
ed—for thefe purpofes have temples and other archi-
teCtural monuments been erected in honour of de-
parted heroes—for thefe purpofes has the chiffel of
the fkilful ftatuary been plied—for thefe purpofes hag
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the pencil of the painter been exercifed—for thefe
purpoles have the pens of the hiftorian and biogra-
pher been employed—and, for thefe purpofes has the
voice of the eulogift been heard—Allow me to add,
for thefe purpofes have we affembled on the prefent
interefting, but mournful, occafion !—

Death, my fellow members, has, not long fince, in-
vaded our inftitution, and {fwept off one of the moft
diftinguifhed of our colleagues !—The name of Coop-
er is ftill alike dear and familiar to moft of you,
though he, who bore that name, has funk, with all
his virtues, to an untimely grave '—But I renounce
the unfounded thought, and retra& the unwelcome ;
and injurious aflertion —Though our ineftimable col-
league has himfelf, difappeared, it is not fo with his
numerous virtues! They ftill remain, a guardian con-
ftellation—a glittering galaxy, to light his furviving
friends, on the dark and intricate journey of life !—
Thus were the pious fages of the eaft, originally
apprifed of the birth of the Mefliah, and afterwards
conduéted on their way to do him homage, by a
bright and fupernumerary flar in the heavens!—
Though fnatched away by a fudden and unexpeéted
ftroke, this amiable young philofopher has not left us
without a fair and authentic teftimonial of his affec-
tion and regard! We have ecven become his heirs—
He has bounteoufly bequeathed to us his charaéter
and example—a legacy, as far fuperior to the ordina-
ty bequefts of men, as moral excellence furpaffes the
value of perithable matter ; or, as the beauty of intel-
lect furpafles the beauty of material objeéts! Mine is
the melancholy, yet not unwelcome tafk, to examine
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well the contents of this legacy ; to endeavour to
appreciate each {eparate article of the treafure it em-
braces, and exhibit a detailed ftatement of the whole,
that you may, then, with the more facility, arrive at an
eftimate of its real worth—To drop the language of
metaphor, I am called on, by your fuffrages, to fpeak

what I know, refpecting the general charater of our
deceafed friend.

As the field, on which I am about to enter, abounds
- with the choiceft flowers and fruits of intelle& and
morality, you will pardon me fhould I leave it with
much relutance. But it is not more rich and beauti-
ful, than extenfive and capacious. For though our
friend and colleague did not, in age, complete hig
twenty-feventh year, in {cientific acquirements, in rec-
titude of principle, and in acts of benevolence and
virtue, he had already attained an advanced longevi-
ty. Let my reluctance, then, to lofe fight of a prof-
pect fo fair and enchanting, as that exhibited by the
charal&ter of the gentlen{an, whofe worth we com-
memorate, be received as an apology, for any unin-
tentional trefpafs I may commit on your patience.

In your late refolution to perpetuate, by an eulogi-
um, the memory of Dr. Cooper, you have done e-
qual honour to me, to yourfelves, to genius, to {ci-
ence, to morality, to religion, and to the healing art.

You have done honour to me, by the appointment
which your flattering partiality has afligned me: you
have done honour to yourfelves, by avowing your un-
alterable attachment to diftinguithed excellence: you
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have done honour to genius, by an attempt to pres
ferve from the fhades of oblivion, one who poffeffed
an uncommon fhare of this firft of endowments: you
have done honour to {cience, by paying due refpect
to the memory of one, who would thortly have been
ranked among its brighteft ornaments: you have
done honour to morality, by doing homage to a cha-
ralter formed on the bafis of its pureft principles:
you have done honour to religion, by a refpectful
tribute to the worth of a young philofopher, whofe
life was a feries of condu& conformable to its pre-
cepts: and you have done honour to the healing art,
by making honourable and worthy mention of one,
who had fpent many toilfome years in its cultivation,
. and whofe talents and induftry would have raifed
him, in time, to a level with the moft exalted medi-
cal charatters of the age.

Dr. Cooper was a native of the ftate of Maryland.

He was born in Talbot county, on the Eaftern Shore,

on the 8th of September, 1772. Amid the fields and
forefts, in the neighbourhood of this place, did he
imbibe, from early obfervation, the rudiments of that
knowledge of nature, which he afterwards cultivated
with fuch induftry and fuccefs. Though himfelf the
only furviving individual of his family, he, notwith-
ftanding, retained and exhibited, through the whole
of his life, the moft refpettful and affectionate attach-
ment to the place of his birth, being alfo the
place where the relics of his forefathers and kinfmen
were depofited. Refpecting the parentage of our de->
cealed colleague, my knowledge is extremely limited
and defedtive. As his pre-eminent modefty kept him

£
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for ever filent on fubjets that bore relation to him-
felf, I never, during the whole of our acquaintance,
received from him, a fingle article of information re-
fpecting his defcent and family conne&ions. I well
know, however, that he poflefled neither the right
nor the inclination, to avail himfelf of that moft empty
and unmeaning of all boafts, a long and fplendid line
of anceftry. As far as I have been able to learn, his
parents were remarkable for nothing except their ho-
nefty, their induftry, and the general decorum and
retitude of their condu&. No uncommon blaze of
parental genius, no glittéerring pomp of accidental
riches, no towering pride of family alliances, no
lengthened catalogue of anceftral greatnefs, contri-
buted to add an artificial luftre to the birth of our
young philofopher. Like the fair ftar of the morning,
fpringing from the bofom of the darkeft hour, he rofe
to what he was, from the lap of obfcurity. Nor let
the haughty and the high-born, thofe {laves to confpi-
cuous defcent, and titled greatnefs, confider his re-
{peQtability and merit as diminifhed by this—Let fuch
remember, that to the humble valley, no lefs than to
the cloud-capt mountain, are many of our moft beau-
teous and majeftic ftreams indebted for their origin.
Who, in gazing on the brilliancy of the diamond,
can fuffer the darknefs of the matrix, where its beau-
ties were matured, to throw, in imagination, an en-
vious thadow over its luftre >-~—Or who, on furveying
the majefty of the oak, that exults in its ftrength, and
towers aloft, the glory of the foreft, can confider its
grandeur as, in.any meafure, diminifhgé by the {mall-
nefs of the acorn from which it fprang ?
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As my acquaintance with our fellow-member,
whofe worth we commemorate, did not commence
till his arrival at manhood, I am difqualified for being
a minute biographer of his earlier years. I am una-
ble to afcend, hiftorically, to the period of his infan-
cy, when his obfervation was gradually awakening to
the beauties, the harmonies, and the contrafts of na-
ture. I will not undertake to portray to you, from
pofitive anecdote, the impreflive wonder with which
he, at firft, viewed the general fabric of vifible crea-
ation—the delight he derived from an immediate ex-
amination of furrounding bodies—nor the filent rap-
ture, with which he furveved the diftant expanfe of
the ftarry heavens! His fenfations, when firft intro-
duced to an interview with the more bold and fublime
fcenes of nature—when the heavens were involved in
a dark and tumultuous covering of clouds—when all
nature feemed immerfed in a depth of expeétation and
folicitude, on account of the impending elementary
convulfion—when, at length, the fierce lightning be-
gan to dart, in all diretions, its dreadful corufcations,
and the mingled roar of tempeft and of thunder to be,
every moment, reiterated in his ears—the fenfations,
I fay, of our young philofopher, on fuch an intereft-
ing occafion as this, conflitute a fubject of which it is
not my defign to attempt a defcription. Allow me,
however, to obferve, that they muft have been fuch,
as could be experienced only, by a young mind of
fuperior ftrength and confummate fenfibility—a mind
exquifitely formed for the enjoyment of that pleafure,
arifing from the contemplation of objeéts of grandeur
and fublimity. I can, at leaft, very confidently af-
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fert, that, when arrived at manhood, Dr. Coopet,
poflefled a mind peculiarly adapted to the enjoyment
of this fuperior defcription of plealure—a mind, form-
ed to liften, with that of the minftrel of Beattie,
¢ with pleafing dread, to the deep roar of the wide-
¢ weltering waves ;”’ or, with that of Shakefpear, to
exult in the whirlwind, and enjoy the ftorm!

The progrefs, which our deceafed friend made; in
the cultivation and evolution of his intelleGtual pow-
ers, are points, which I will, in like manner, pafs
over in filence. I will not attempt to trace the ex-
panfion of his mind through all its infinitude of gra-
dations from his early infancy, when it was but little
—perhaps, I might even fay, nothing more than a
fenfitive germ, till that period of maturity in which it
became capable of the moft glowing conception, and
the moft powerful exertion of philofophic thought.
In vain would 1 attempt to point to the time, when
his opening imagination commenced its {portive ex-
curfions, to collet materials for its future fcenes of
mimic creation—and, in vain, to the time, when his
underftanding began to difcern and difcriminate, and
his reafon to unravel, by degrees, its flender and in-
wicate thread of indu&ion. Thefe are themes of
refinement, which T am obliged to refign to a better
informed, a more metaphyfical, and more defcriptive
pen.

The particulars of Dr. Cooper’s early fcholaftic
education, in the country, are wholly unknown to -
me. Being unacquainted with himfelf, at this intereft-
ing period of life, and having, fince, had no know-,
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ledge of any of his teachers, patrons, or fchool-fel-
lows, I am conftrained to leave a blank in this part of
his biography. If we may judge, however, of his cha-
ralter, as a ftudent, at this, from that which he bore at
a fubfequent period, he was equally diftinguithed for
the intenfity of his application to ftudy, the amiability
of his manners, the decorum of his general deportment,
and the accuracy and rapidity of his literary acquire-
ments. It may not be amifs, however, to obferve,
that there, not unfrequently, exifts between the early
and {ubfequent periods of the lives of illuftrious cha-
racters, the moft ftriking diffimilitude both with re-
gard to their habits of ftudy, and the evidences of
talents which they exhibit to the world. Thus, even
the celebrated Dean Swift was once confidered by his
fchool-fellows and teachers, as an incorrigible block-
head; the fuppofed ftupidity of the great Newton
himfelf, the illuftrious father of aftronomic philofo-
phy, procured for him, on firft entering the univerfi-
ty, the nick-name of “ The Calf;” and the afterwards
laborious and learned Gibbon, was pointed at, in the
earlier part of his life, as a perfet paragon of idle-
nefs and diffipation.

When of feeble and tender age, and wholly inade-
quate to the talk of felf-direction, young Cooper had
the misfortune to be deprived of both his parents.
On the occurrence of this event, our minor was in-
trufted to the guardianfhip of Mr. John Needles, a
gentleman, whole name alone, conftitutes the only
article in his hiftory, refpetting which I poflefs any in-
formation. Thus circumftanced, before precept and
example had fully formed and eftablithed his princi-
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ples of condu&—before obfervation and experience
had furnifhed him with knowledge, or reafon had
lighted up her lamp for the direion of his fteps,
the fituation of our young friend was critical and
perilous. Suddenly caft on the fathomlefs and tur-
bulent ocean of life, with the fyren-voice of diffipa-
tion and pleafure, for ever melodioufly vibrating in
his ear, and no venerable Mentor to condu¢t him, in
fafety, to the withed-for Utica of virtue, dark and du-
bious, at beft, were his profpets of future celebrity
and happinefs! But no fituation, however perilous
and unfavourable, in appearance, can juftify our fub-
miffion to a fpirit of defpondency. Fortune is.ever
changeful, and may, in the ceafelefs revolution of
events, give birth to fomething unexpectedly aulpici-
ous. Such was her condu& to our young philofo-
pher. Though fhe appeared to frown, malignantly, on
his earlier years, fhe favoured him with her fmiles, at
a fubfequent period. In his paflage through life, he
acquired, by the mildnefs of his difpofition, the at-
tractive gentlenefs and modefty of his manners, and
the general rettitude of his deportment, friends and
patrons, whofe converfation and advice, fupplied, in
a great meafure, the want of parental admonition and
example.,

In the year eighty-fix, being, then, in the fourteenth
year of his age, young Cooper was removed, by his
guardian, to Philadelphia, for the purpofe of complet-.
ing his claffical education. Here he had the good for-
tune to be placed under the aufpices of 2 chartered
fcholaftic inftitution, the moft ancient of the kind in
the ftate, yet not more venerable, from its age, than
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refpeCtable, from its good government and extenfive
utility. I allude to the Friends’ public grammar
{chool, taught, at that time, by Mr. Robert Proud,
a gentleman, whofe qualifications, as a teacher, can
receive no additional refpectability or luftre, by any
thing that can refult from the efforts of my pen.
Mr. Proud is a charaéter, whofe unaccommodating
fincerity and attachment to truth, are well known to
prevent him alike from cenfuring unjuitly the faults
of his enemies, or beftowing unmerited praifes on
the excellencies of his friends. Nor is he, perhaps,
fecond to any one, in his powers for the difcovery of
youthful merit. To acquire the particular friendfhip
of fuch a teacher, and to be fpoken of by him in
terms of the higheft applaufe, muft be alike grateful
to the feelings of a pupil, and evidential of his being
poflefled of fuperior worth. Such a pledge was it the
good fortune of our colleague to receive and retain.
Mr. Proud was his inalterable friend when living—
He faithfully watched and recorded, in his memory,
his numerous virtues as they opened, and does not
ceafe to dwell on them now, as a juft and grateful tri-
bute to his menory when dead.

Dr. Cooper continued a pupil in the grammar
fchool, in Philadelphia, till fome time in the autumn
of the year ninety. During this period he was equal-
ly diftinguifhed for his {tudious habits, his decorum
of behaviour, and the eafe and rapidity of his advance-
ment in the various branches of fcholaftic literature.
Befides the acquifition of a very liberal acquaintance
with geography, mathematics, hiftory, and natural
philofophy, he became fo perfe@ly mafter of the La,
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tin, French, and Greek languages (particularly of
the two former) as to write and converfe in them
with elegance and eafe. I believe I am corre& in

aflerting, that, in point of {cholaftic and philofophical
acquirements, he ftood alone, the pride, the boaft (I

had almoft faid) the idol, of the inftitution !

But the refources of his genius were, by no means,
‘expended on the {tudy of the claffics. Poffeffed of an
imagination towering, adive, fertile, and creative—
an imagination bright and fervid as a fun-beam, and co-
extenfive in its range with the land-marks of creation,
his mind was not to be imprifoned in the narrow cloifter
of fcholaftic learning. With a native and ftrong predi-
lettion for works of fancy, he faithfully devoted his
hours of amufement to the cultivation of an intimate ac-
quaintance with the writings of the poets. No puerile
attachment to giddy and unmeaning {ports—no diflo-
cated propenfity to the idle amufements and diffipation
of the times—no criminal purfuit of forbidden plea-
fures, ever diverted his attention from its favourite
channel. Inftead of dexteroufly fpinning the well-
poifed top, or following, with his eye, the polifhed
marble rolling along the pavements of our ftreets, he
chofe to purfue, with the illuftrious Newton, the hea-
venly bodies revolving on high, in their fpacious or-
bits. Inftead of confuming his hours in the lap of
apathy and idlenefs—inftead of participating, with a
circle of diffolute companions, in thameful and peril-
ous fcenes of immorality and vice, he chofe to foar,
with his beloved Milton, through the haunts of angels,
to the throne of the Deity—to defcend, in imagina-
tion, to the infernal regions, and furvey the glooms,
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the torments, and the horrors of the place, in compa-
ny with Homer, Virgil, and Fenelon—or to unravel
the mazes of the nature and charaéter of man, with
Horace, Juvenal, Shakefpear, and Pope. But his
amufements did not confift folely in traverfing the fu-
perior regions of poetry ; he would oftentimes, in his
more gay and fportive moments, defcend to liften to
the fhrill and piercing notes of the harp of Gray—to
enjoy the melody of the tuneful Waller’s lute—to
dwell enraptured on the voice of the mufe of Thom-
fon—or ftray enchanted through the fairy regions of
the defcriptive Spencer !

Such were the elegant and rational amufements,
which occupied, during the earlier part of his life, the
leifure hours of him whofe virtues we have met to
commemorate. But he did not remain fatisfied with
cultivating, and regaling his tafte for the poetical
beauties contained in the writings of others. Such
an end was, by far, too groveling for his literary am-
bition. Nor was that ambition deftitute of the aid
of talents, fully adequate to its gratification, Born
with a genius almoit equally competent to every fpe-
cies of literary exertion, he, not unfrequently, indulg-
ed his imagination in the moft chafte and elegant ef-
fufions of poetry. Many of thefe produions, of our
young bard and philofopher, were publithed, under
fictitious names, in the different prints of the city,
and were fought after, with avidity, by readers of
tafte. As a farther evidence of his acquirements in
literature, it is but juftice to obferve, that feveral of
thefe were clothed in pure, corre&, and claffical Latin.
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It will hereafter appear, that, at a fubfequent peri-
od, when time had fully evolved his mufe’s pinions,
and farther experience had emboldened her flights,
he gave birth to feveral poems, which might have
been owned, without a bluth, by the pen of a Dry-
den, a Pope, or a Darwin. Nor were his talents in
writing, confined to poetry alone ; his profe compofi-
tions were no lefs remarkable for exterior beauty and
fubftantial merit.* Their excellence confifted in va-
riety of matter and richnefs of fentiment, combined
with perfpicuity, elegance, and energy of expreflion.
His talents for defcriptive narration were particularly
bold, glowing, and happy. Here it was that he ap-
peared to tower above himfelf. Having command of
a ftyle highly animated, but not extravagant; rich,
but not exuberant ; lofty, but not bombaftic ; figu-
rative, yet neither ftudied nor affected ; and full, yet
not degenerating into fuperfluous verbofity—he pof-
fefled, in a degree to which few writers have preten-
fions, the art of giving to his fubject the figure, the
colouring, I had almoft faid, the motions of life.—
Such were the effects of {tudious habits, contracted at
an early period of life, on the mental accomplifh-
ments of him whofe premature death we fo juftly de-

* In corroboration of this fa&, I had the pleafure to receive,
by requeft, from Dr. Rufh, the following note, which 1 here fub-
join by fpecial permiffion.

< So high was the opinion entertained of Dr. Cooper’s corre®t
¢ tafte and judgment in the Englith language, that one of the
¢ oldeft of his preceptors in medicine, Dr. Rufh, {fubmitted the laft
¢ yolume of his Medical Inquiries and Obfervations, to his criti-
¢ cifm, before he committed it to the prefs.”
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plore. ‘While others, of his age, were engaged in
purfuit of evanefcent pleafures, in parties, at balls,
at concerts, or at the theatre, he, in his clofet, fur-
rounded by the writings of poets, philofophers, and
fages, and zealous in the inveftigation of fome favour-
ite fubjet, was in the actual enjoyment of that more
rational and permanent pleafure, arifing from the con-
templation of truth, and the cultivation of the feveral - -
powers of the mind. They, like the gaudy, fportive,
and improvident tribes, that hover around the tempt-
ing, but perifhable {weets of a flower, remained con-
tented with the enjoyment of the prefent moment ;
while he, like that well-known infe, which nature
would feem to have created as a model of wifdom
and induftry, devoted his time to the accumulation of

a ftore for future enjoyment, which nothing but the
hand of death could exhauft !

As the period of Dr. Cooper’s continuance at the
grammar-{chool of this place, was that in which his
mental powers began to be unfolded, like an intellec-
tual Eden, to the minds of his acquaintance, it may
~not be amifs, on the prefent occafion, to attempt, at
leaft, to make them pafs in bright, but brief, review
before you.

Here would feem, indeed, to be the threfhold of
my toils! Here do I become duly fenfible of the
weight of my fubje&t! Here its difficulties thicken
and magnify to my view, like Alps rearing their
crefts over Alps, till even hope becomes almoft ex-
tint, and enterprize ditheartened at the arduous prof-
pect.—Where ! Tell me, ye choice and favoured {pi-
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Ats, whofe faculties of utterance move in nice and
perfect accordance to your powers of conception,
where fhall I find a mirror of expreffion, to furnith
an adequate reprefentation of fuch a fplendid affem-
blage of faculties, as that exhibited by the mind of
our departed friend! Could I, like the prophet of
old, but have caught the fkirt of his mantle, as he
afcended! Could I now invoke to my aid but one ray
of that genius, by which he was illuminated and in-
fpired—then, indeed, would I feel fome degree of
confidence in myfclf—then would I venture to indulge
the pleafing hope, of being followed, by your appro-
bation, in my defcent from this place, to which I have
been raifed by your flattering fuffrage!

The mind of Dr. Cooper, as far as relates to the
hiftory of its phyfical powers, would appear to have
involved, in its conftitution, little lefs than an abfolute
contradi¢tion. Among its aflemblage of brilliant and
valuable qualities, it embraced fuch as have been ge-
nerally fuppofed to be hoftile and incompatible. While
it poffeffed, in an eminent degree, the properties of
the world-defcrying telefcope, it was, by no means, a
ftranger to thofe of the microfcope. While it thone
a Herfchel, in its capacious range, and boundlefs
comprehenfion, it was, no lefs, a Leewenhoek, in
its painful and accurate examination of the minutiae
of matter. Exquifite in its fenfibility, and nice in its
perception, no phyfical object, however inconfidera-
ble, could be prefented, nor any phenomenon occur,
without giving rife to an appropriate impreflion, or
exciting a correfponding exercife of thought. Like
_the well-poifed needle, tremblingly alive to the at-

C
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fractions of the pole, his mind appeared to poffefs a
conftitutional bent and affinity to truth. Nor was
this aflinity under the government of quantity, fo
much as of quality. "It was called into altion by
truths the moft minute, no lefs than by thofe of fu-
perior magnitude.

It has been already obferved that Dr. Cooper’s ima-
gination was fo enterprizing and powerful, as, occafi-
onally, to accompany his mufe in the loftieft flights.
It might be faid, like the poet’s eye, to range * from
heaven to earth and from earth to heaven,” colle&-
ing every thing fair and valuable in its way. But it
was not left to its own wild, defultory excurfions,
like a tempeft-driven veflel, without a pilot and with-
out a helm. It was ever reined in, and governed, by
a folid and luminous underftanding, and correéed by
the moft delicate and accurate tafte.

Nor was his capacity for reafoning at all inferior to
his other intellettual powers. Yor ever tracing, with
nice difcernment, and uncommon facility, the exift-
ing relations and connections between propofitions or
things, it feldom failed to condu& him to fair and
happy conclufions. In reafoning, what was to others
toilfome and fatiguing, appeared, with him, but plea-
fure and amufement.

His memory was a capacious and faithful repofitory
of falts, opinions, and principles. It was fed through
the avenues of all his fenfes, for each fenfe was ren-
dered fubfervient to the information of his mind. So
comprehenfive was it as to admit every thing interefte
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ing from whatever quarter, and fo faithfully tenacious,
as feldom or never to lofe a ufeful fact or truth, by
which it had, once, been duly imprefled. In a word,
his obfervation and induftry had colletted, and his
memory gave reception to, an inconceivable volume
of materials, to be arranged, fyftemized, and con-
verted to their proper purpofes, by the other kindred
powers of his mind.

Thus, fuperlatively eminent, in its expanfion and vi-
gor, and nicely balanced, in all its powers, the mind
of Dr. Cooper was to be refpeted as the dwelling-
place of genius. This divine endowment does not
appear to confift, as has been fufpected by fome, in
an additional or fupernumerary faculty of the mind,
to be denominated, a fenfe of truth, and reprefenting,
in miniature, the immediate intuition of the Deity.
Such velocity is there, however, in the movements
of genius—with fuch rapidity and eafe does it bound
from truth to truth, and from principle to principle,
moft perfeitly comprehending each, yet dwelling long
on none, that the exiftence of fuch an opinionis, by
no means, extraordinary. This firft gift of heaven
would feem to be the refult of an exquifite degree of
mental fenfibility, a talent for extenfive, rapid, and
accurate obfervation; a capacious and retentive mem-
ory; a lively, ftrong, and enterprizing imagination ;
a clear and profound underftanding ; and vigorous
and altive powers of reafon, all nicely balanced, and
reciprocally aiding each other in the difcovery of
truth.
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By the balance of the mental powers, I mean, that
they thould all be equal in point of ftrength and per-
fettion, the one not charaterized by excefs, nor the
others by deficiency. Like the different parts of a well-
finifhed edifice, they fhould {upport, ftrengthen, and
ornament each other. Thus, the man, whofe mind
Is nothing but an entire blaze of imagination, can,
by no means, be faid to be in poffeflion of genius.
Nor can he, whofe imagination is weak, or phlegma-
tically dull, though his other powers be of the moft
exalted grade. The fame thing muft be faid of him,
whatever be the perfection of his imagination, his
memory, and his underftanding, who is incapable of
rapidly advancing to general truths, by the aid of fim-
ple and intermediate propofitions. The man of real ge-

nius poflefles a mind that can, at once, feel, perceive,
" obferve, retain, diftinguith, foar, and combine, and that
can perform all thefe fun&ions, in a manner the moft
perfet—Though fuch a mind muft be efteemed a
pheenix, no lefs in rarity than in beauty and excel-
lence; yet fuch was the mind of our departed col-
league !

Beneath the aufpices, and amid the numerous lite-
raty advantages of Philadelphia, the intellect of our
young friend difclofed its refources, with a rapidity,
and acquired, finally, a degree of expanfion, firength,
and adtivity, to which, under circumftances, lefs fa-
vourable, it could never have attained. Had it been
fuffered to remain fequeftered, in a diftant and ob-
fcure part of the country, where the orb of {cience
fheds, at beft, but a faint and fickly gleam, its pow-
ers might have lain for ever dormant and undifcover.
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ed by the world, for want of adequate caufes to roufe
them into aftion. Thus lies the diamond embedded
in the rock, its value unknown, and its luftre unad-
mired, till the fkilful hand of the lapidary refcues it
from its imprifonment, and ufhers it to the world for
ornament and for ufe. Thus lies the marble, a crude
and fhapelefs mafs, till, touched by the magic chiffel of
the ftatuary, it fprings ere@, with the beauty and ele-
gance of the human form. And, thus, beneath the
raging of the wintry elements, lies, cold and torpid,
the vegetable embryo, till, awakened into life by the
voice of {pring, it expands its tender leaves and flow-
ers, a harbinger and pledge of its impending fertility !

In the autumn of the year ninety, young Cooper
left the grammar f{chool in this city, by the direction
of his guardian, and returned to Maryland, with a
view to engage in the ftudy of a profeffion. His lofs
was much and fincerely regretted, by a very refpecta-
ble acquaintance, who followed him, to his retreat in
the country, with the moft cordial expreflions of
friendfhip and affeGtion. Nor was this an occurrence
at all unexpected. For fuch was his general charac-
ter and deportment, that to know, and admire him,
were events infeparably and neceffarily conneéted.

Sometime in the year ninety-one, he entered on his
medical ftudies, in his native f{tate, under the direc-
tion of Dr. Martin, a gentleman whofe efteem and
confidence he very foon acquired, and of whom I
have always heard him {peak in terms the moft re-
{pectful. In ninety-two he returned to Philadelphia, on
an invitation from the managers of the Pennfylvania
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hofpital, and, on the 28th of Auguit, in the fame
year, entered as an apprentice to that celebrated, and
benevolent inftitution—an inftitution, which refleéts
equal honour on its original founders, and on thofe,
who, at the prefent day, condu it with fuch con-
fummate wildom and fidelity !

Here our young friend found himfelf in a fituation
admirably calculated to exercife, and rear to full ma-
turity, every bright and amiable quality of his mind.
The ancient and venerable manfion, where he refided,
enclofed by a mafly wall, and overfhadowed by lofty
trees, prepared, in appearance, to bid defiance to the
fhock of ages, imprefed his mind with fenfations of
folemnity, fayourable to the contemplation and recep-
tion of the truths of nature. Nor were the beft
fources wanting for the fupply of fuch truths. Fur-
nithed with a large and choice colle&ion of books, on
every branch of phyfical fcience, immerfed in walks
well {uited for the purpofes of obfervation and reflec-
tion, and furrounded by numerous objeés of diftrefs,
claiming equally his attention and fkill as a phyfician,
and philofopher, and his fympathy and foothing ten-
dernefs, as a man ; he found ample fcope for the ex-
ercife of all his intelle® and benevolence. Nor did
he fuffer either the powers of his head, or the virtues
of his heart, to contra& the cankering ruft of indo-
lence. Ever bufied in purfuits of fcience, of litera-
ture, or of humanity, his life was a perpetual circle
of a&ion. Except during his hours of repofe, which
were but few, and when engaged in familiar inter-
courfe with his friends, his mind was but feldom in-
dulged in the luxury of relaxation. To him the a-
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mufements of the city prefented no attra@tions. Sa-
premely intent on acquiring knowledge, and on doing
good, he found no time to beftow on fuch ufelefs en-
gagements. His bufinefs was ftudy, his pleafure re-
fulted from the alleviation of human mifery, and his
amufement confifted in the cultivation of polite litera-
ture; but, more particularly, in frequenting the
haunts of the mufes. It may not, perhaps, be deemed
inadmiffible to obferve, that, during the whole time
of his apprenticefhip to the Pennfylvania hofpital, he
attended the theatre but twice, both times in complai-
fance to my importunity. His firft vifit was, to be
prefent at the performance of Shakefpear’s celebrated .
tragedy of Othello ; and his fecond, at that of the
Revenge, by Dr. Young. Though ftruck by the
brilliancy and elegance of the fcenery of the frage,
and delighted with the fublimity of flentiment, and
energy of expreflion, which charaterize thofe two
monuments of genius, his enjoyment was, notwith-
ftanding, mingled with much regret, that talents,
which might be employed for the important purpofe
of ameliorating the condition of man, fthould be fuf-
fered to evaporate in theatrical declamation !

‘Of the attention and ability, with which he difcharg-
ed his numerous and arduous offices, as an appren-
tice to the hofpital, the united applaufe of the mana-
gers and phyﬁcxans of that benevolent inftitution,
conftitute the moft refpectable degree of teftimony.
Never were the duties of that appointment performed
with greater tendernefs, fidelity, and {kill, than when
it was filled by our deceafed colleague. But this fact
does not, for its authenticity, reft, exclufively, on
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the evidence with which we are furnifhed by the ma-
nagers and phyficians : it is {till farther fubftantiated,
by the fpontaneous reports, and heart-felt effufions,
of many individuals, who, during his apprenticefhip,
found an affylum from death, within the walls of the
hofpital. Long will thefe characters, with gratitude,
remember, and long will they continue to declare to
the world, with what {kill and folicitude he combated
their difeafes ; and, with what a friendly and unweari-
ed hand, he held to their view the all-fupporting mir-
ror of hope. Nor will this be the amount of their
tributary evidence—Often will they forego the gene-
ral and fathionable topics of converfation, to fpeak of
the times, when, as he paffed along the wards, whofe
very breezes were the vehicle of fighs, and whofe
walls had been long the melancholy manfion of the
echo of diftrefs—oftentimes, I fay, will they delight
to tell, how, under fuch circumftances, the benignity
of his addrefs, and the fympathy of his manners, fuf-
pended the impreflion of their ruthlefs maladies, and
lulled, for a while, their agonies to reft! Thus,
amid the wild diforder of a troubled ocean, does oil,
diffufed over the furface of the water, afford a tem-
porary refpite to the convulfions of the deep !

But thofe within the walls, where he refided, were
not the only objects who experienced his beneficence
and humanity. The out-patients of the hofpital were,
at that time, numerous, and widely difperfed through
the city and liberties. I will venture to affirm, with-
out any wifh to throw a fhade over the merits of his
predeceflors, that his exertions, for alleviating the fuf-
ferings of thefe indigent applicants, were unprecedented
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in the annals of the inftitution which he ferved. Of'this
defcription of patients he vifited upwards of five hun-
dred, during the two laft years of his apprenticefhip.
Nor did he attend them with that cold indifference,
which, too generally, charaéterizes the aftions of man,
when diretted to objetts of wretchednefs and charity.
Painfully fenfible to their {ufferings and wants, he was
a ftranger to that counterfeit humanity, which evapo-
rates in the empty parade and profeflions of fympathy.
Leaving to others the fulpicious practice of announ-
cing, in words, their benevolent and charitable difpo-
fitions, he fpoke, by his attions, the reality of his
feelings. When called on to adminifter relief in the
line of his profeflion, his exertions were paramount
to every difficulty. Neither the inclemency of the
weather, nor the untimelinefs of the hour, could
operate as barriers to the accomplifhment of his pur-
pofes. The ftream of humanity, iffuing from the copi-
ous refervoir of his heart, was neither to be congealed
by the wintry blaft, nor evaporated to drynels by the
fummer blaze! Fed by a tributary ftreamlet from
every fibre in his fyftem, it could be exhaufted, only,
with the termination of his life! There ftands fcarce-
ly a hovel of indigence in the neighbourhood of the
hofpital (and the fame thing may be faid of many at
a diftance) that does not exhibit fome memorial of
his tkill, as a phyfician, and of his humanity, as a
man. Such was the labour and affiduity with which
he attended thefe objets of penury and misfortune,
that the temporary lofs of his own health was not
unfrequently the painful confequence. In his toil®
fome rounds, to adminifter to thefe paupers gratu-
itous relief, he was lighted on his way by the twink-
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ling fires of the night, perhaps, not much lefs fre-
gently than by the orb of day. But for this, his re-
ward was high and enviable : it was nothing lefs than
a conicious enjoyment of the heaven-born ¢ luxury
of doing good !"’—a reward, denied to all except to
minds of true benevolence! Allow me to add, a re-
ward, for the enjoyment of which, no mind was more
perfettly calculated—no mind poffefied a more exqui-
fite relifh, than that of our friend, whom we this day
commemorate !

So wife and economical was Dr. Cooper’s divifion
and appropriation of time, that, notwithftanding the
wide and diverfified fcene of his aftive engagements,
he ftill found leifure for cultivating the field of gene-
ral {cience. To the divifions of chemiftry, and natu-
ral hiftory (including the fubordinate compartment
of botany) he exhibited a more decided and eleétive
attachment. In thefe delightful and important branches
of {cience, his accumulation of knowledge was alrea-
dy extenfive and refpetable. Had he lived to the
cuftomary period of human life, there is little doubt,
but that he would have acquired a place and a name
among the moft diftinguithed chemifts and naturalifts

of the age.

Nor did either his tafte for polite literature, or his
propenfity to frequent the haunts of the mufes, for-
fake him while immerfed in the cares and duties of
the hofpital. It was here his ftyle in profe received
dts maturity and its polith, and here was the birth-
i)lace of fome of his fineft poetic effufions. In confir-
mation of this laft affertion, I beg leave to lay before
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you Dr. Cooper’s bold and picturefque defcription of
the feveral varieties of madnefs, contained originally
in a letter to myfelf, in the autumn of ninety-three,
when we were both medical ftudents, and the compo-
nent ideas of which were derived from obfervation
on the maniacs, at that time confined within the walls
of the hofpital.

¢« Here moody madnefs, of wild paffions born,

¢ Mufes reclined, in ghaftly Rate forlorn ;

¢ Or weeps, or laughs, or defultory fings,

¢ Totters along, and fpeaks unmeaning things ;

¢ Or with fierce eye, lank jaw, and horrent brow,
¢¢ Loud raving, clanks his iron chains below !’

The accuracy of many of your judgments, with re-
gard to the merit, and the fenfibility and correftnefs
of your taftes, for the beauties of poetry, fuperfede the
neceflity of any comment on the foregoing lines.
From this time, let Dr. Cooper, as far as relates to
the poetic defcription of madnefls, be ranked with
Lee, Penrofe, and the immortal Shakefpear !

It is 2 maxim, equally ancient and well eftablithedy
that the acquaintances we form, but, more particular-
ly, the intimacies we contract, reflect, like mirrors,
our charaders to the world. It may not, therefore,
be amifs to obferve, that our decealed friend was fo
fortunate, in life, as to be favoured with the clofeft
intimacy and friendfhip by feveral diftinguifhed cha-
ra&ters, whofe talents, virtues, and accomplifhments
cover his memory with much reflected honour. From
the refpettable catalogue of thele, I beg leave to fe-
le@, in particular, the names of Dr. Rufh, Dr. Bar-
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ton, and Mr. Samuel Coates. The two former of
thefe were conneced with our colleague, principally,
by the medium of literature and {cience : they had
been his teachers in medicine, and fome of its colla-
teral branches, and found him poflefled of virtues
and qualities, which conciliated their affection, and
commanded their efteem. But the latter was his
friend and patron on all occafions : fagacious in the
difcovery, firm in the protection, and zealous in the
advancement of youthful merit, he faw Dr. Cooper,
and became deeply interefted in the iffue of his for-
tune !

I feel that 1 have already engroffed too much of
your time, and trefpafled, I am afraid, unwelcomely
on your patience. But I flatter myfelf the apology,
already offered, will cover the fault I have involunta-
rily committed—a fault, indebted,. for its origin, to
an exceffive attachment to the memory of my friend !
On taking a general furvey of the character of our
departed fellow-member, quality has crouded on my
view after quality, and virtue after virtue, and each
one too fair and tempting to be pafled unnoticed.
Nor have I yet completed the illuftrious catalogue.
Though fome fmall tribute has been paid, yet ftill am
I deeply in arrears to his merit. I have briefly fpo-
ken of the phyfical talents he pofiefled, and have
flightly glanced at fome of the amiable qualities of
his heart. But refpeting his moral virtues, 1 have,
hitherto, been filent. To {uffer thefe to remain ftill in
the back ground, unnoticed, and unappraifed, would
render my biographic {ketch extremely imperfeé and
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exceptionable, and would, indeed, be little lefs than
treafon to the memory of our friend !

Of the moral virtues of Dr. Cooper I can fay, in
general, that their connected luftre conftituted the
urfa major, the brighteft conftellation in the hemif-
phere of his charafter. He. poflefled none of thofe
wild irregularities, none of thofe immoral habits,
none of thofe vicious propenfities, which are too of-
ten the lamentable concomitants of genius. Time
would fail me were I to attempt a detailed and indivi-
dual defcription of this fair and ineftimable affemblage
of virtues. I can only add, that they were fuch, as
feemed calculated to form a perfect equilibrium and
correfpondence between the moral and phyfical parts
of his chara&ter. Were his powers of intelle& origi-
nally ftrong ? his moral virtues were, in like manner,
unfullied—Were the former improved by high culti-
vation? the latter were confirmed by experience and
habit.

But in that galaxy, formed by the combined radi-
ance of the moral qualities of Dr. Cooper, there
were two which fhone with diftingnifhed luftre. I
mean his love of juftice, and his attachment to the
indefeafible rights of man. Such was the power of
thefe two virtues, that it led him to a voluntary facri-
fice of more than half his fortune, by executing ma-
numiflions to all his flaves. Nor was this action per-
formed with that paufing hefitation, that calculating
reluance, charateriftic of a bafe and mercenary dif-
pofition : It was {pontaneous and prompt, as if pro-
ceeding from a mind urged on by a pure and irrefift.
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“ible fenfe of right. Left accident, or death, might
intercept the accomplifhment of his upright and be-
nevolent purpofes, Dr. Cooper executed manumiflions
to his negroes, on the morning of the day in which
he had emerged from the charater of a minor. De-
termined that the fun fhould never behold him volun-
tarily aiding in the unprincipled bufinefs of African
flavery, before that luminary had gilded the moun-
tains with his earlieft beams, the pen was in his hand,
to fubfcribe to the deed, that now gilds his memory
with fuch a blaze of honour. But his humanity, on
this occafion, was in no degree inferior to his love of
juftice, which reftored to freedom this injured people.
Yor thofe of his flaves who were incapable of felf-
government and fupport, he made fuch provifions, as
were fufficient to preferve them from poverty and
want.

As far as relates to the enjoyment of freedom, he
acknowledged no diftinction between the fable Afri-
can, in his humble hut, and the lordly monarch on
his ermined throne. So liberal and extenfive were
his fentiments and fchemes of benevolence, that, like
the all-pervading light of heaven, they embraced the
whole circle of animated nature.* In this refpe, he
even furpafled the compliment paid to the late earl

* The extent of the charity, benevolence, and alfo of the grati
tude of Dr., Cooper, is evidenced by the tenor of his laft will and
teftament, {ubjoined as an appendix to this publication. This in-
ftrument is, without any comment, refpeéifully fubmitted to the
attention of the reader. I would beg leave, however, to obferve,
that it fpeaks the praifes of the teftator, in a higher ftrain of eulo-

gium, than even the pen of a Burke or a Grattan could beftow L+
.
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of Chatham, by his eloquent friend and eulogift, the
celebrated Grattan. In {ketching the outlines of the
character of this unrivalled ftatefman and orator, the
Irith Demofthenes has the following bold and com-
prehenfive expreflion. ¢ His object was England, his
ambition was fame.” With truth may I fay of our
departed friend, that his obje&t was more than Eng-
land, it was the peopled world ; and that his ambiti-
on was more than fame, it was the happinefs of the
whole human race !

But I have not yet completed my analyfis of his
mind, nor fummed up, in full, my account of his me-
rit. Over the preceding affemblage of talents and of
virtues, was thrown a fhade of retiring modefty,
which, by foftening and even, in appearance, at-
tempting to conceal their luftre, rendered them dou-
bly impreffive and interefting. Thus, the gauzy veil,
floating before the countenances of the fair, height-

ens their beauty, and adds fuperior power to their
charms. And, thus, the thadowy curtains of the night,

{pread along the vault of heaven, awaken into life
the luftre and beauty of its flumbering fires!

With refpec to the theological principles of Dr.
Cooper, I fhall fay nothing, except that he was an
enthufiaftic admirer of the pure and fublime morality
of the chriftian religion, and regulated, by its pre-
cepts, the tenor of his conduét. So fuperlative was
his attachment to a life of peace, that he was never
known to interfere in a controver{y, either of a religi-
ous or of a political nature. He was a quaker, by prin-
ciple and adoption, though not by birth or early edu-
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cation. He was led to attach himfelf to this denomi-
nation of chriftians, in confequence of difcovering,
that their fentiments and colle@ive difpofition were,
in moft refp&s, in unifon with his own. He admir-
ed the modeft fimplicity of their manners, the moral-
ity and uprightnefs of their general conduét, and their
love of an orderly and peaceful life, and, therefore,
refolved to become one of their fociety.

In May, ninety feven, our colleague completed his
ftudies, and was admitted to the degree of doctor of
medicine, in the univerfity of Pennfylvania. On this
occafion, he acquitted himfelf, in all refpeéts, with
diftinguifhed reputation. But his celebrity, as a gra-
duate, arofe, more particularly, from the merit of his
inaugural diflertation. This performance treated of
the hiftory and medicinal virtues of the Datura-Stram-
monium, an indigenous and very powerful vegetable of
our country. It is not exceffive eulogy to fay, that,
as a piece of experimental inveftigation, it is not,"
perhaps, inferior to any differtation, of the kind, that
has ever appeared, either in this, or in any other
country. Was America favoured with many fuch
pupils, to adorn, by graduation, her rifing femina-
ries, we would foon become acquainted with the me-
dicinal virtues and powers of all her indigenous ve-
getables, many of which now bloom and wither in
her fields and forefts, neglected through inattention,
and, through ignorance, unknown !

In‘the autumn of nirety-feven, Dr. Cooper left the
Pennfylvania hofpital (his term of apprenticefhip hav-
ing now expired) and fettled, as a pratitioner of me-
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dicine, in the city of Philadelphia. He had, prefis
oufly to this, received feveral prefling, and very fiat-
tering, invitations to fettle in different and refpectable
parts of the country; but he rejected them all, de-
claring, that he had rather live on bread and water,
in Philadelphia, in the midit of literary focieties* and
friends, than roll in affluence in the country, remote

from fuch opportunities for the cultivation of his
mind.

Though furrounded by phyficians of talents, learn-
ing, long eftablifhments, and powerful family con-
nections, yet ftill was he rifing, with rapidity, in pro-
feflional reputation, Already was he employed by
many wealthy and refpettable families: already was
he, occafionally, called into confultation with the
old and eftablifhed practitioners of the city, who had,
even, been his fathers and teachers in medicine. But
his principal bufinefs, and, with truth, may I add, his
principal pleafure, as a phyfician, arofe from his hu-
mane and gratuitous attentions to the poor. His ha-
bits of practical benevolence and charity he did not
leave behind him, within the walls of the hofpital.
He bore them with him to the heart of the city, even
farther brightened and confirmed by a change of fitu-
ation. Thus the fruit tree, ingrafted on a foreign
ftock, or tranfplanted into a different foil, regales
the fenfes by a greater luxuriance of flowers and

E

* Dr. Cooper was, already, an altive, faithful, and diftinguifh-
ed member of various literary inftitutions in Philadelphia. Among
thefe may be mentioned, in particular, the medical focietyy the che
nrimlﬁr?cfy, and the academy of medicine.
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fruit! A knowledge of this, often drew to his door
objects of poverty, wretchednefs, and difeafe. Nor
did he ever give them caufe to go murmuring or dif-
confolate away. By his fkill, as a phyfician, he ade
miniftered relief to their maladies, and, by the cheer-
fulnefs of his converfation, the mildnefls of his man-
ners, and the indefcribable tendernefs of his attention,
as a man, he often fucceeded in diffipating the gloom
that overfhadowed their minds.

Thus pafled, till the month of Auguft, ninety-
eight, the hours of our beloved colleague, not con-
fumed in a round of diffipation, not immerfed in apa-
thetic indolence, nor yet devoted to the indulgence
of philofophic eafe—but divided between the real du-
ties of his profeflion, the adtive purfuits of fcience,
and the various offices of charity, arifing out of his
fituation. At this period an event occurred, which
the genius of Philadelphia has already enrolled in
the darkeft page of her catalogue of misfortunes, and
the effects of which, fhe will long—very long, con-
tinue, with juftice, to deplore. Nor did, even, the ge-
nius of Columbia remain infenfible to the forrows of
his daughter. The general concerns of the nation,
for a while, neglected, he appeared to mingle his
tears with hers, over fuch an unprecedented inftance -
of calamity. But the diftrefles of our city-were not
confined to the bofoms of its own immediate inhabi-
tants : Like the ripple, fpreading around over the fur-
face of the lake, they were communicated along the
inexplicable web of human fecling, till, by breafts of
fympathy, they were finally realized, even in the moft
diftant extremes of our country.

.o
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To you it is unneceffary for me to mention the caufe
of this unparalleled extent and complexity of diftrefs.
1t is already imprinted on your memories, in charac-
ters, which, in point of permanency, beggar any im-
preflions that can poflibly refult from my feeble ac-
cents. It is unneceffary for me to inform you, that,
at this period, we were a third time vifited by that
firft of phyfical evils, which, by way of pre-eminence
in horror and fatality, our divines have emphatically
denominated ¢ the deftroying angel,” I mean the
vengeful {pirit of peftilence! This infatiate demon
(like the poet’s Python, defcended from the ferment-
ing filth, depofited by the waters of Deucalion’s
flood)—this demon, I fay, fprung from the co-opera-
ting fources of filth, in our city, our fuburbs, and
along our wharves, invaded our habitations in all his
horrors. Nor did he come alone: Terror was com-
miffioned the leader of his van, while agony, death,
and defolation were marfhalled in tke rear. Thus ac-
companied, and thus arrayed, the malignant fpirit
fwept, with his inexorable myrmidons, along our
ftreets, diffufing around his envenomed breath. At
once were our profpects of pleafure and fecurity blaft-
ed; at once was the afpett of our city metamorphofed.
No longer the crouded emporium of our country—ne
" longer the haunt of gaiety and eafe, Philadelphia was
converted into a fcene of confternation and tumult.
From every tongue dropped expreffions of terror—
on every face fat the gloom of dejedtion, mingled
with the wildnefs of deep apprehenfion. Flying from
the city, as if its foundations were convulfed by the
rockings of an earthquake, or its buildings threaten.
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ed to bé whelmed in a deluge of lava, the eyes and
footlteps of all were direted in queft of an aflylum,
in the depth of the country! Still, however, with de-
moniac rage !—ftill with more than giant-ftrides,
went forward the dreadful work of deftrution !—But
I forbear from a farther defcription of the tragical
fcene—The attempt, at beft, muft prove abortive,
and would, no doubt, in the minds of fome, by whofe
prefence I am honoured, tend to a renovation of feel-
ings, which I had much rather be inftrumental in
foothing into a ftate of tranquillity, or even of pro-
found and everlafting fleep !

Amid this embattled chaos of diforder and confu-
fion, our departed colleague was by no means, an
idle, or an indifferent fpectator. He early difcovered,
and moft devoutly deprecated, the impending cloud
of calamity, nor faw, without folicitude, the burfting
of the tempeft. But his fears and anxieties refpected
not his own perfonal health and fafety. They fprang
from a much more generous fource, the health and
fafety of his friends and fellow-citizens.” Calm, intre-
pid, and refigned, as far as refpected himfelf, he re-
{folved, from the firft, to ride out the ftorm,-or be
wrecked, a faithful and fpontaneous matryr ta the
duties of his profeflion. So powerful was this fenfe
of duty, and fo unconquerable this fentiment of hero-
ifm, that neither the entreaties of his friends, nor the
moft bold and picturefque reprefentation of the dan-
ger that awaited him, could have the {malleflt effet in
diverting him from his purpofe. With a mind that
delighted in contending with difficulties—a mind, pof-
fefling an elective attraction to objets of greatnefs,
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he determined, if poffible, to take his ftand, amid
the moft formidable concentration of diceafe!

While influenced by this temper and difpofition of
mind, Dr. Cooper was called, in conjunétion with his
illuftrious friend and colleague, Dr. Phyfic, to take
the medical charge of the city hofpital. The end
and object of this inftitution it is unneceflary for me
to mention. It is known to you all, to have been in-
tended, as a receptacle for peftilential fubjeéts, from
all parts of the city and liberties. Amid the ravages
of fuch a defolatirig calamity, the walls of the hof-
pital were foon found to be too contracted, to anfwer
the benevolent purpofes of its eftablifhment. So un-
expetedly rapid and profufe was the influx of the
fick, that it became neceflary to pitch tents, and.erect
temporary buildings for their accomodation.

Here was a fcene, where, even, the mind of Dr.
Cooper might find ample room for the exercife of all
its powers, and the exhibition of all its virtues. Here
it might exhauft the fources of its ftrength and inge-
nuity, here find fcope for its unwearied activity, here
expend the laft drop of its benevolence and humani-
tyl—For the ability and addrefs of the phyfician,
here exifted a malignant and formidable epitome of
all febrile difeafes ; for the engagement of the man of
a@ive induftry, here were duties, numerous, diverfi-
fied, and prefling, in the extreme; and to excite the
{fympathetic attention of the man of humanity and
benevolence, here was a confummation of wretched-

nefs and mifery!



e 38 3

¢ In each branch of this threefold charader, Dt
Cooper was qualified to acquit himfelf with equal e-
minence. But, on the prefent important and melan-
choly occafion, the extent of his abilities was the only
meafure of the fervices he rendered. It is not fufficient
to fay, that his life, while engaged in the city hofpital,
was a circle of action, it was an uninterrupte'd feries of
laborious exertion. Ever awake to the whifperings of
duty—ever painfully fenfible to the fufferings of his pa-
tients, he acted as the phyfician, the nurfe, and the
friend, to thofe whom difeafe had fubjetted to his
care. But his attention to himfelf bore an inverfe ra-
tio to his attention to others. Abforbed in his views
of public good, his own individual fafety was banith-
ed from his mind. In his exceflive zeal for the inter-
eft of the inftitution which he ferved, he even neg-
leted or refifted the calls of his {yftem for refrefh-
ment and repofe. Often has he relinquifhed his table
for the more delicious banquet of contributing to
the relief and fafety of the agonized 'objeéts by which
he was furrounded—Often has the noon of night
looked down, with approbation, on his round, through
the crowded wards, and the following day-dawn def-
cried him remote from his pillow ! .

In the intervals of his exertion as a phyfician, nurfe,
and friend, to the fick, he devoted his time to diffec-:
tions, and various phyfical experiments, calculated to;
throw light on the feat, the caufe, the nature, and
the treatment of peftilential difeafes. By this was his
fituation rendered doubly perilous. But, in a mind
like his, a fenfe of duty, co-operating with a zeal for
the promoticn of {cience, is paramount to every fel-
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fith confideration. Enterprizing and intrepid as the
celebrated but unfortunate Rofier, he appears, like
him, to have fallen a vi&im to a daring experiment.*

Beneath the preflure of fuch powerful and uninter-
rupted bodily and intellectual exertion, tired nature
could not poffibly do otherwife than languifh. For, to
exceflive adtion, of whatever kind, debility never fails
to fucceed, in conformity to an eftablithed principle
in the nature of man.. Under fuch a combination of
circumftances, the feeds of peftilence, which Dr.
Cooper appears to have inhaled from the atmofphere
of Philadelphia, and which had lain, for fome time,
dormant in his fyftem, could not avoid being awak-
ened into life and action. Accordingly, this melancho-
ly ‘occurrence took place on the 26th of Auguft, the
fame month in which he received his appointment to
the hofpital.

Nor was his difeafe ufhered in with fymtoms of or-
dinary magnitude. Such was their unufual power and
malignity, that each one feemed feparately commiffi-
oned as the meflenger of deftruction. The demon of
peftilence, as if exafperated at having been fo often
difarmed in a combat with the fkill and addrefs of this
young phyfician, appears, on this occafion, to have
concentrated all his ftrength and ferocity, determin-

** Dr. Phyfic, with much apparent reafor, attributes the origin
of Dr. Cooper’s difeafe, to his having vifited the city, in the lat-
ter part of Auguft, during the height of our peftilential conftitu-
tion of atmofphere, with a view to fubjeét the air of our fireets,
particularly, of that part of Water-firect, from which, the difeafe
appeared to fpread, as from a focus, to a feries of eudiometrical
experiments.
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ed, at once, on decifive revenge. Over the iffue of’
his dark and fatal purpofe, let the friends of {cience
and humanity weep !

So fierce and violent was the commencement of
Dr. Cooper’s difeafe, that it wrecked, like a tempeit,
every fibre of his fyftem. At its very onfet, the pow-
ers of life were proftrated almoft to extinétion. For
feveral hours they remained, to a great degree, torpid
and inalive, as if in {ufpenfe whether or not to re-
treat for ever from the field of a confli, fo unequal
in point of ftrength, and fo certain in its termination.
At length, however, they began to revive from the
violence of the fhock, to which they had been fubject-
ed—At length they attempted to return to the charge,
and offer refiftance to the invading enemy !—But the
refiftance was feeble, irregular, and ineffetual—It
refembled the convulfive and vacillating refiftance of
a foldier, finking beneath a wound from a vi&orious
adverfary.—But the unexpected trefpafs I have alrea-
dy committed on your patience, forbids me to be mi-
nute on this part of my fubject.

I call not your attention to'the medical exertions
that were made for the prefervation of the life of our
departed colleague. Under this head, it is fufficient
to fay, that he was entrufted to the care of a Phyfic,
and a Rufh—men, whofe minds are an abftra& of the
fcience of medicine, while their hearts are confecrat-
ed as the dwelling of humanity and benevolence !

‘ Si pergama dextra
¢ Defendi poflent, etiam hac defenfa fuiffent.’”
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If {kill could vanquifh—mortal powers could fave !
Such fkill, fuch pow’rs, had fuatch’d him from the grave ¢

Nor will I attempt to awaken your fympathy, nor
excite your admiration, by minutely pourtraying to
you his condu&, during the courfe of his illnefs.
Though he realized his fufferings and approaching
diffolution, not with the indifference of an infulated
mifanthrope—not with the immoveable apathy of a
{toic—but with the genuine feelings and folicitude of
a man ; yet he bore the one, with the fortitude of a
philofopher, and fubmitted to the other, with the re-
fignation of a chriftian. On the third of September,
ninety-eight, the fatal and looked-for cataftrophe oc-
curred. On this day, he yielded to his difeafe, having
nearly completed the twenty-feventh year of his age.

The place of his interment is not far diftant—In
yonder* neighbouring and capacious refervoir of the
exuviz of the dead, lie depofited his mouldering re-
lics. His body was conductec thither by four of his
particular friends,t whom, not even the dangers and
horrors of peftilence could deter from attending his
funeral, and bathing, with their tears, his hallowed
grave! May the dews of heaven weep tenderly over
him !—May they decorate his turf with their bright-

F

# The Friends’ burying-ground, at the fouth-eaft corner of
Fourth and Arch ftreets.

+ Mr. Samuel Coates, Dr. Thomas Horlefield, Mr. George
Lee, and Mr. Francis Higgins, It is but juftice to obferve, that
thefe fame gentlemen vifited him, frequently, at the city-hofpital,
during his laft illnefs.
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eft pearls '—And may the fympathifing breezes, as

they pafs along, figh out their forrows for his untime-
ly fall !

To the melancholy circumftances attending the
clofe of the life of Dr. Cooper, I beg leave to apply
a quotation from an epiftolary poem, I had the plea-
fure to receive from him, in the autumn of ninety-
three, in which, with a boldnefs and pathos peculiar
to himfelf, he defcribes and laments the death of an
intimate friend, who fell a facrifice to the peftilence
of that period.

¢ The young difeale, wak’d by fome demon’s rage,
Aflerts its fway, o’erpowers his vigorous age,
Along his fyftem fteals in tremors fleet,

Shakes his lax arms, and chills his torpid feet,

¢ O’er his red cheek, and redder eye ball glows,

¢ Burns in his bofom, rends his aching brows,
Goads and inflames his ftomach’s velvet fides,

In torturing trains through every fibre glides,

¢ Or, with delirium, tfierce, aflails, enfhrin’d

¢ In the bright braiy, the fhadowy tribes of mind—
Now, iffuing from, pale lips, dark currents flow,

¢ Or, downward, feck the long canal below,

¢ And bile, in novel du&ts meandering, dies
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His lifelefs limbs, and paints his beamlefs eyes—
“ Weak throbs his heart, and faint the living fire,
¢ And failing lungs unaltered air refpire,

O’er all his fenfes fhades eternal fpread,
¢ And the young bard lies numbered with the dead !’

-~
-

Such. were thé talents, and fuch the virtues—
fuch was the life, and fuch the death, of our friend
and colleague, whofe worth we have, this day, affem-
‘bled to commemorate. Shall the fplendid clofe of

¥
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the eighteenth century be obfcured by a ridiculous,
and even criminal, proftitution of eulogium ?—Shall
the name of the lordling, whofe only title to celebri-
ty refts on the pride of anceftry, or the pomp of
wealth, be preferved and emblazoned in the rolls of
heraldry >—Shall the talents of the ftatefman, whofe
military arrangements have exhaufted the blood, and
whofe projets of finance have beggared the coffers,
of his country, be circulated as a theme of encomi-
um among the nations of the world ?—Shall the fame
of the conqueror, whofe life has been little elfe than
a conftant feries of rapine and maffacre, be embalm-
ed by the reiterated eulogia of ages ?—Shall fuch oc-
currences as thefe exift, and not one grateful monu-
ment be offered, in commemoration of the real friend
and benefadtor of man ?—Shall fuch occurrences as
thefe exift, and not one effort be made, to preferve,
from the gulf of oblivion, the memory of an enlight-
ened and a benevolent Cooper, whofe time was devot-
ed to {cience, and to virtue, and whofe life was finally
facrificed, an offering on the altar of humanity? 1
truft—I am confident, this will not be the cafe—
When the prefent aflembly fhall have been, long fince,
numbered with their forefathers—when the lapfe of
years fhall have, long fince, obliterated the remem-
brance of this day’s feeble attempt to do homage to
the merit of our departed colleague, ftill {hall his
name be revered by the inhabitants of Philadelphia—
{till thall he be fpoken of, with admiration and grati-
tude, as one who fearlefsly volunteered his fervices,
and fell at his poft on the forlorn hope of humanity—
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as one, whofe love of duty was triumphantly para-
mount to his love of life !

Hail ! haplefs youth ! if fame my voice could give,
From age to age thy memory fhould live !

Long as, on high, the eternal mountains foar,
Long as the furges lafh the fhelving fhore !

Long as, with gentle breath; the breezes figh,

Or cloud-wreath’d tempefts howl along the flcy !
Long as the fun emits his golden light,

Or pearly ftars bedeck the throne of night!

Long as o’er {yftems nature’s God commands,
And bright creation’s heav’n-born order ftands !
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LAST WILL ano TESTAMENT
OF

Dr"SAMUEL¢OGOPER

SAMUEL COOPER, late of Maryland, but
¢ now of Philadelphia, phyfician, do make my laft
will and teftament, in manner and form following, viz.

I will, that my debts be difcharged, and my fune-
ral expenfes paid by my executors.

Having always abhorred flavery, in every fhape, I
have freed all my negroes, by executing, as I appre-
hend, proper manumiffions ; but if any thing is infor-

~mally done, or any thing is wanting to complete their

emancipation, I requeft my executors to do it, and
to liberate the girls at eighteen, and the boys at
twenty-one years of age, if any of them furvive me,
and to charge the expenfe to my eftate; and I allow
my executors, if they fee occafion, to pay any charge
that may be found neceflary by them, to procure
fuitable places for the young children, and to fecure
to them the opportunity of obtaining a little fchool
learning.
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frem~1 will, that my executors ‘colle@ my out-
ftanding debts, in particular, a legacy of one hundred
and fifty pounds, with its intereft, which was left me
by my grandfather, Thomas Winchefter, deceafed.

Item.—1 will, that my executors, hereafter named,
thall fell, at any time they may think beft, at public
or private fale, for cafh or on credit, at their own
difcretion, my two plantations or tra&s of land, in
Talbot county, in the ftate of Maryland, with all
their improvements, and make good and fufficient
titles for the faid lands and improvements, to the
purchafer or purchafers, in fee fimple; and all the
monies arifing therefrom (after payment of my debts,
and providing, if need be, for my young negroes,
as above mentioned) I give, with all the fecurities they
may take for the faid lands, to the Contributors to the
Pennfylvania Hofpital. But as it may happen, that
I may fell thofe lands myfelf, which I have fome
thoughts of doing, it is my will, in that cafe, that
* the faid contributors fhall have and poflefs all the
monies and fecurities I take for both or either of
thofe places, in the fame manner as if my executors
were to:del®them, under the preceding direions.

Having ferved my apprenticefhip in the Pennfylva-
nia hofpital, I know it to be a moft valuable and ufe.-
ful inflitution, not only as the beft afylum in Ameri-
ca, for lunatics and the fick poor, but alfo the beft
fchool of inftruction for a medical pupil. With thefe
fentiments, I efteem it a duty I owe to the communi-
ty, to devote my earthly fubftance to encourage and
- promote it, in preference to any temporal confidera-
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tion ; I do, therefore, give to the contributors to the
faid hofpital and to -their fucceflors for ever, as well
my faid two plantations, as all the monies that may
arife from the fale thereof, by me, or by my execu-
tors, and all my other eftate, both real and perfonal,
whatloever, to and for the following ufes, viz.

Irequeft them to buy a neat, fubftantial coachee,

or light waggon, that will conveniently hold a dri-

“ver and fix perfons, with its furniture complete, to

procure which I allow them to pay a fum not to ex=
ceed fix hundred dollars.

Item.—1 requeft them to buy two good, found, and
able-bodied horfes, neither of which to be more than
eight years old, in the opinion of good judges; to
purchale which, I allow them to expend a fum not
exceeding five hundred dollars.

Item.—1 allow them to retain, of my eftate, any fum
they may think fufficient to pay a coachman two
years’ wages.

Item.—1 recommend that the carriage or horfes may
never be lent from the houfe, nor fuffered to be out
all night, unlefs the carriage is fent to be mended, or
the horfes to pafture ; that it be ufed, only, for the pa-
tients and their needful attendants, or to bring to, or
take from, the hofpital, the managers, trealurer, or
phyficians, when employed in the fervice of the
houfe; and it is further my defire, that the horfes
may never be driven, on any pretence, more than fix-
teen miles in one day. And as to the refidue (my
debts, funeral expenfes, and provifion for my young
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negroes, which are to be paid and made before the
hofpital contributors receive any part of my eftate)
my will is, that it may be added to, and become a part
of, the capital ftock, for the general ufe of the houfe,
and I truft it will be enough to purchafe and fupport,
at all times, a carriage for the ufe of the patients, if
the managers thall approve thereof.

Laytly, 1 nominate and appoint my friends, Samuel
Coates, Thomas Morris, Mordecai Lewis, and Ellif-
ton Perot, the executors of this my laft will and tef-
tament, hereby revoking and making null and void,
every other will by me heretofore made.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have here-
unto affixed my feal and fubfcribed my
name, this fifteenth day of Auguft, one
thoufand feven hundred and ninety-feven.

(L. S8.) SAMUEL COOPER.

Signed, fealed, }
&c. &c.

THE ENIL
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