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Staberttsement.

THE following letters, selecledfrom the records of the

Health-Office, for the years 1796, i797> and

1798, are respectfully submitted to the Common

Council of the city of New-Tork ; to which is an-

nexed, a letter, wherein an attempt is made
to explain

why the Pestilential Disease of 1798, was

more generally prevalent than in 1795, i796> or

1797-

By RICHARD BAYLEY.





Extracts from the Correfpondence of 1796.

New York, Julv i, 1796-

S I R,

JlN the latter part of April laft, I called

on the Mayor of this city, and communicated to him

a circumftance which I believed to be a very interefting
one to the future health of the inhabitants of White-

Hall and its environs, viz. That in filling up the

wharf at the eaft fide of the flip, they had already
buried two dead horfes, and at that period they were

covering a third. Befides this, there were feveral

hundred loads of ftreet-dung, fpread on the unfinifhed

wharf: and that the place was in fuch a ftate of nuif-

ance, that it eminently threatened the fafety of the

inhabitants. The Mayor replied, That he would

have the neceflary enquiries made. On the fame day,
1 made a fimilar communication to Alderman Fur-

man, and expreffed a wifh, that the Ad for prevent

ing nuifances fhould be attended to.

The fad is, Sir, that part of White-Hall to the

eaft of the flip, is in a mod offenfive condition.

The crew of the fhip Antoniette, from Copenha

gen, which lies adjoining the nuifance above alluded

to, and who cannot come on fhore, or return on

board, without crofting over the above ground, has

fickened fucceflively almoft to a man. They have

been fent to Bellevue, recovered, and on their re

turn, have fickened again. The day before yefterday a

man was fent to the Hofpital—yefterday another
—and

this day two more havefickened; and I have no doubt
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but their complaints are in confequence of exhala
tions, arifing from the wharf.

There are a number of people fickening in the

neighbourhood of White-Hall, and the alarm it has

created, is too well founded. Nothing fhort of the

removal of a quantity of ftreet manure, and other

offenfive matter, which now lies on the wharf, and
the wharf being covered over with clean gravel, earth
or fand, intermixed with a quantity of lime, can

poflibly prevent the calamity which has already taken

place, from extending its influence.

I have the honor to be,
With perfed refped, Sir,
Your mod obedient fervant,

RICHARD BAYLEY,

Health-Officer.
His Excellency, ?
Governor Jay. 3

Staten Ifland. July 3c, 1796-
'

Dear Sir,

A REPORT prevails in the countrv,
that the fame Fever which proved fatal to fo many of

the inhabitants of New-York the laft fall, has again
made its appearance, and that the city, in confequence
of it, has become very fickly. The difagreeable im-

preflion excited in the minds of the people by fuch

a rumour, is, perhaps, increafed by feveral para

graphs to the fame purpofe, which I am informed have

appeared in the Philadelphia papers. In order,
therefore, that I may be, in fome meafure, enabled
to filence the fears of my friends, and to afford them

the molt fatisfadory information upon a fubjed fo

important, 1 (hall tftcem it a favor if you will com-
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municate to me a candid ftatement of the bufinefs ;

for I have no doubt, that unlefs the mod conclufive

means are foon adopted by fome medical charader of

influence among you, the alarm, however unfounded,
will obtain fuch credit, as to prevent the people in

the Country from reiorting in their ufual numbers to

the City.
With refped and affedion,

I remain,
Your fincere friend,

RICHARD CHANN1NG MOORE.

R. Bayley. >

New-York, July 31ft, *TjV.

Dear Sir,

IT is trua that a Fever refembling the

one which proved fo great a fcourge to our city lafl

year, made its appearance again about White-Hall,

and in the vicinity of the Exchange, about the mid

dle of July ; but I have folid reafons for believing
that this complaint will not be extended beyond cer

tain limits. You may recoiled, that in the frequent
converfations we have had together, on the fubjed of

the laft year's Fever, I have been uniform in my opi

nion as to the caufe of its produdion, namely*, the

accumulation of everyfpecies offilth and perijhable mat

ter, on the low made grounds, on the fouth fidj of the

city, and the abcminable cuflom offilling up flips and

docks withfimilar materials. I have laid that thefe

caufes, aided by a moift atmofphere and hot fun,

could not fail of producing the moft baneful exhala-

* Tills fentiment attn.fled th« notice of the ingenious Dr. Currie, of Phila
delphia, who putii.e liberal conftru&ion on it, that the origin oi the Yellow

Fever in New-York, was auributeed, by the learned Phyficians of this city, to ^

lutk d'.ck ,™i !
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tions, and that their effeds mull: neceiTaiily be felt

by thofe who were more immediately expofed to their

influence.

The proprietors of the lots on the Eaft fide of

White Hall flip, carried out a bulk head the laft

fpring, with a view to extend the dock further into the

river. The dimenfions of the dock are very confi-

derable, and a maxim invariably adopted by the pro

prietors of docks, is, that the cheapefl mode cffilling is

thebefl. Accordingly, carts were employed to colled

fuch dirt and filth as all large, populous cities furnifh
in abundance, and with thofe materials was the dock

filled up ; and to add to the falubrity of the mafs, there

wasoccafionally added, dead horfes, dogs,cats, hogs,&c.

The expofure ofWhite Hall, and indeed the whole

of the Weft end of the city of New-York, muft be
confidered as extremely healthy. The winds during
the warm feafon, are generally from the Sea, and ar

rive to this part of the town uncontaminated, by pafling
over unwholefome grounds. Yet fuch is the fad,
that the poifonous exhalations which have abounded

in that quarter during the warm weather, have fo

changed the air, that the inhabitants on the South

fide of Pearl-ftreet, between Old-flip and White-Hall,
almoft all concur in their teflimony, that the difagree-
able effluvia has frequently compelled them to clofe

their windows, efpecially in the evening, on the South
fide of their houfes ; and, in feveral inftances, have

affured me, that the offenfive fmells have been fuch,
«as to occafion vomiting.

The dock on which Mr. Delafield's ftores are

ereded, is in a ftate truly execrable, and the flip on

the right and on the left is little better. Thefe, and
fuch places, are vifited by the Dock-Fever—the Yel

low-Fever, if ycu pleafe, that murderer of our own

creating.
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Were the proprietors of thefe and fuch like docks,
compelled to live on them, the evil would foon be re

medied ; but people of this defcription are generally
fecure from the ravages of difeafe, enjoying the bene
fit of their rents in the cooler retirements of the

country.

But, fortunately for us, from a concurrence of

happy events, the dock-fever has entirely difappeared.
It has continued for a fhort time only, when a gra
cious Providence fent us hard winds, repeated thunder
and lightning, inundations of rain, and cool weather.

To caufes of this kind are we to alcribe the fufpenfion
of a formidable difeafe, which had begun to fhew it-

lelf among us.

^

The prefent exertions of our Common Council, in

giving a new furface of wholefome earth to the dock
of White Hall, will, without doubt, contribute to the

fame falutary effeds ; and, if the fame meafures were
extended to other parts of the town, there would be

much lefs reafon to apprehend a return of the Dock-

Fever.

Thus, Sir, your queflions are anfwered. You

might have come to town with fafety.—You may come
to town with fafety ; but I would advife you and all

your country brethren, not to refide or fleep in the

neighbourhood of filthy docks. New-York, as I have

faid before, may be rendered as healthy a city as any
under the fun ; and when its baneful police is chang
ed, and the nuifances with which the city abounds are

correded, you will hear no more of the ravages ofpar
ticular difeafes.

I am, &c.

R. BAYLEY.

Reverend Richard \
"

C. Moore. j
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New-York, Noyember 16th, 1796.

SIR,

THE Commiflioners of Health have

requefted me to defire, that you would make your ob

fervations on the diforder that has prevailed in fome

parts of this city in the latter part of laft fummer, call

ed a Billious or Yellow Fever ; and to point out to

them your opinion of the caufe of the diforder ; and,
in particular, to fhew why the report that has prevail
ed, of its being imported, is not well founded.

The Commiflioners would alfo be much obliged to

you, to point out, in what refpcd the prefent law
" for

preventing the bringing in and fpreading of Infedious
Difeafes into this ftate, is deficient, and what amend

ments may be made to it.

Your early attention to the foregoing, will much

oblige the Commiflioners, as well as

Your humble fervant,

JOHN MURRAY,
Chairman of the Commiffioners of Health.

Pr. R. Bayley. \

December 10th, 1796.

S I R,
I RECEIVED a letter from you, da

ted November 26, exprefling a wifh that I would fur-

nifh the Commiflioners of health, with fuch obferva

tions as had occurred to me during the laft fummer and

autumn, relative to the caufes or origin of the difeafe,
which occafioned fo much alarm in this city, and

which proved fatal to fo many of its inhabitants ; and

that thefe obfervations might be accompanied with

fuch refledions as I might deem
proper relative to
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nuifances, for the removal of which a law was palT-
ed by the legiflature of the ftate, on the firft of April,
1796.

As it regards the firft requeft, I had fortunately
made fome progrefs in dating the principal fads, at

the period of receiving your letter, which I have

fince completed, and which marked No. 1, is fub-

mitted to the perufal of the Commiflioners.

I shall endeavour to perform the fafk afligned me,
by making fuch refledions on the fubjed of nuifances,
as circumftances may have given rife to.

In the fummer and autumn of 1795, a difeafe pre
vailed in this city, denominated from its nature and

violence, the Yellow-Fever. The terror and difmay
which it produced in all claffes of Citizens, may* be

eafily remembered ; and the influence it had on the

commerce of the city, and the number of lives it

deftroyed, are circumftances of too recent a date to

be forgotten.

In this diftrefling fituation, application was made

to the Medical Society of the ftate of New-York, to
favour the Public with its opinion of the nature of

that difeafe. The Society accordingly addreffed a let

ter to the Magiftracy upon the fubjed, (a copy of

which is enclofed) containing remarks, among others,

upon fuch nuifances, as appeared at leaft, to aggra
vate the then prevailing fever, and to render it more

malignant and fatal ; and to the influence of this

letter, Iprefume we are to afcribe, principally, the ad
of the Legiflature above alluded to, for the removal

of thefe nuifances. Why a law of fuch magnitude
has not been carried into complete effed, is a matter

of furprize and regret among the citizens in general.
A law was conceived to be necefiary

—

every hand was

raifed for its enadion—and if, by the general expref-
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fion, it was thought proper, it is much to be lament
ed that we have not experienced its falutary operation.
How far otherwife, indeed, has it been? The vaft ac

cumulation of perifhable matter atWhite-Hall, after
the pafling of the law, affording effluvia of the
moft noxious kind, and which from the cleareft evi

dence, was the principal caufe of the late ficknefs in
that quarter, is a lamentable inftance of inattention to

what was fo much the general wifh !

The law for the removal of nuifances, palTed the
i ft of April laft, among many other things, refpeds,
particularly, the manufadories of foap, candles, vel
lum and ftarch. But, unfortunately, thefe very of-
fenfive repofitories remain exadly where they were ;
and the annoyance which the neigbouring inhabitants
have experienced from them, has been a fubjed of re
peated complaint. They have not only rendered the
fituations of many, extremely uncomfortable, but
there is reafon for apprehending worfe confequences,
which the letter of Mr. Coles, accompanying thefe

remarks, pretty clearly evinces.

It has been urged that the removal of the above

nuifances, would be expenfive to the citizens ; but a

confideration of this kind, is furely not to be put in

competition with our lives. I truft there are few in
deed who would not cheerfully contribute to the exe
cution of the law, both in letter and fpirit ; and thus
free a populous cityof thofe caufes of mortality,which
are of a nature extremely adive, and certain in their
effed ; and which, if fuffered to remain, may bring
thoufands to their grave.

Permit me further to add, that the calamitous fitu-
ation to which we have lately been twice reduced,
ought to ftimulate our endeavours, and excite us to vi

gilance and care. Timely precaution may prevent a
return of Yellow Fever in this city, or perhaps one of
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a more peftilential kind : or, Lilmg.in that, it may

alleviate their violence, and reftrain their devafta-

tions.

It h true that difeafes feldom become Epidemic, in

dependent of a certain Hate of the air. We have ex

perienced that ftate of the air. and its eiieds, and we

have no fecurity againft its returning even the enfuing
ieafon—And I cannot but believe' that every good

citizen will confider the inconveniencies to which he

maybe expofed, by the operation of the law upon the

fubjed, as infeparable from the obligation and duty he

owes to fociety; and he who willinglv fuboiioo,

may have this confolatory reflexion, that his acq-.uei-

cence may have been the means of fa\ i.og the lives of

trnuands, in guarding a populous cicy from the ex

treme miferies and fatality attending peftilential dii-

eofes.

I shall conclude with obferving, that if my re

marks have extended beyond what was intended to be

underftood by your requeft ; or, if I have ventured

further than I ought to have done, Ihope that my

anxiety to preferve the reputation of the city, and to

promote the welfare
and comfort of my fellow-citizens,

will plead my apology.

I am, ccc.

R. BAYLEY, Hcallh-Ojf.ar.

[ohn Murray, Efq. 7

c. C. H. o. 5

>,\w-York, November 2S, i^.^S.

c T n

THE defire which your Excellency

has cxpruTed to fee the caufes of the late Epidemic
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Fever inveftigated, has induced me to fubmit to your

perufal the inclofed narrative.

I have the honor to be, moftrefpedfully,
Sir, your moft obedient fervanr,

R. BAYLEY.

BEFORE I undertake to account for the origin
of the Fever, which made its appearance in this city
in June laft, I mult be permitted to revert to certain

fads and opinions contained in a work which I fur-

nifhed to the public on the fubjed of a fimilar Fever,
which prevailed more generally in this city, during part
of the Summer and Autumn of 1795.

In that publication it was ftated, that the Fever was

firft oblerved in the neighbourhood of Fitch's wdiarf,
in Watcr-ftrecr, and that it gradually extended from

thence, in different ways, but more particularly in the

diredion of the prevailing winds.

Near where the Fever firft began, there were fe-

vcral unfinifhed docks, which had been receptacles,
forTeveral years, of every kind of filth and dirt.—

There was alfo, a confiderable furface of new made

ground in the neighbourhood, in a very unfinifhed

ftate, upon which, dirt colleded from the ftreets,
was frequently thrown : likewife, feveral ftorehoufes,
ereded on piles : and, added to thefe, a negleded
and fihhy ftate of the wharves. This reprefentation,
as it regards the then condition of the docks in that

part of the town, is confirmed by the letter of Mr.

Fitch, an extrad of which is given in the publication
above alluded to, and which, as it is much to our

purpofe, I fhall again introduce. His words are,
"

Although the docks in the vicinity of the ltore which

I occupy, may be lefs offenfive than in many other

parts of the city, yet, many of them are in a very

exceptionable fituation. The ponding of water, by
running a bulk head acrofs an unfinifhed dock, and
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leaving the vacancy for feveral years to be filled up
with every fpecies of filth and perifhable matter, is an

objed worthy the attention of the Police. The fitu-

ation of the grounds between Water-ftreet and Cherry
ftreet, is rendered very noxious, by Water-ftreet be

ing raifed above a certain level, and thus preventing
thofe grounds from being drained, The effect of

fuch nuifances on the health. of the inhabitants, in a

crouded part of the city, cannot be imaginary."

Those who- have perufed that publication, will

find a number of reafons aliigned, why the inhabi

tants of the fouth eaft part of the city, would be par

ticularly liable to Fever during the hot months. This

opinion was warranted, in the firft place, from mat

ter of fad, as the Bilious Fever had appeared in that

quarter lor feveral years fucceflively ; and, in the fe-

cond place, as a matter of reafoning, from the rela

tive fituation and expofure of that part of the city.—

But fortunately the fouth eaft part of the city has been
more healthy this year,, than for feveral years paft ;
and the caufes of Fever feem to have been transferred

to a part of the town, hitherto reputed little liable to

any particular ficknefs.

In inveftigating the caufes of this change, arecourfe
•

to fads only, will afford a fufficient explanation.—

First. The docks fpoken of, in the fouth-eafterrt

part of the city, which were in fo loathfome a ftate,x
have been completed and generally covered with a

fufficient quantity of good earth, gravel or fand. The

grounds have been drained, or,, where, that was not

pradicable, the furface has been rendered uniform.

with clean earth. The vacancies under the ftores wi.ich.

.were built on piles, have been filled up in a pjoptc

manner, and the wharves have been kept free from..

rubbifh and filtr). In fhort, fo much care and induitry
have been bellowed here, to remove the nuifances.

thatfo generally abounded, that, where aperfon w«s
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before almoft fuffocared with intolerable flenches, one

may now pafs without experiencing the
ieaft ollenfi-.e

fmell.

Secondly. Let us fee what has happened at the

fouth-weft part of the town. Between the Whitehall

and Exchange-flip, a new dock has been made, run

ning on an average Co feet into the river, extending

458 feet in front, and 9 feet in depth. If 9 fquare feet

are calculated to be equal to a cart load, it will be found

that 24,000 cart load§ were necefiary to fill up the dock,
which were accumulating from July 1 795 to July 1 706.
And what has been the nature of the materials em

ployed for this purpofe ? It is difficult to anfwer the

queflion, except in very general terms, namely, every
thing fubjed to decay and corruption. One third of

the fubftance of this dock may be computed to be

lodged above the ordinary height of the tides
—there

fore 8000 loads of thefe pei ifhable materials were ex-

pofed to the adion of the hot fummer fun. In the

month of April of this year, 1 had frequent occafion

to vifit White-hall :-—The ftench which already iflued
from the dock, was highly offenfive ; and on enquir
ing, I found that the matter whkh had been tmo'ov-

ed to make the new ground, confifted chiefly of the

dirt which had been accumulating in the ftreets during
the winter feafon ; and that, befides dogs, cats, hogs,
&c. there had been aduaily two horfes burled in the

rubbifh, which had died in the fpring, in a fmall hovel,
treded on the margin of this nuilance.

Reflecting on this ftate of things at White-hall,
?nd reeollt cling what had happened in another part of

the city under fnr.iiar circumftances, I iound inv mind

ftrongly impreiTed with the probable conftquences ;
—

and was led from thence to conveife with feveral in-

tihidvals of the corporation on the fubjed. But no

thing material could be done to guard againfl the fup-
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pofed probable mifchiefs. There was a contrad* be

tween the proprietors of the ground and other indi

viduals, for filling in that dock, wich which the magif-
tracy did not think themfelves authorized to interfere,
unlcfs it was declared to be a nuifance on oath, or by
prefentment of the Grand Jury. About the middle of

June, the offenfive fmelis arifing from the new dock

and other nuifances in the neigbourhood, were very
generally obferved in that quarter of the city, and

their effeds were manifeft in many who complained
of head-achs, fick ftomachs, &c. cmc

The fituation of the Exchange flip, as a fource of

noxious exhala'ions I feel mvfllf obliged to notice alfo

particularly. This flip from its length and narrow-

nefs—from its being the receptacle of an extenfive

common fewer ;
—and, efbeciaiiy from having a great

proportion of its muddy botLun expofed at low water,

fends forth ellluvia, which, in a very fenfible manner,

contaminates the air to a confiderable diftance around.

In a letter publifhed in Julv laft, I had occafion to

mention the frequent difagreeable ftate of the air in the

fouth-weft part of the city. It was there ftated,
" that

the poifonous exhalations which had abounded in that

quarter during the warm wreather, had rendered the

air fo noxious, that the inhabitants on the fouth-fide

of Pearl-ftreet, between the Old-flip and White-hail,
almoft alJ concur in their 'teftimony that the difagreea
ble effluvia have frequently obliged them, e.'pcchthy in

the evening, to clofe their windows on the fouth-fide

of their houfes; and in feveral inftances gentlemen have

affured us, that the offenfive imell has been fuch, as

to occafion vomiting." Thefe are circumftances of

great moment and are entitled to ferious cor.f.dtrati-

* The above declaration will be found exp'nr.atcry of r-^<\ of 4Ze evils which

rKis city has experienced froin that period to the jj;cfc.:t, viz.—the intei t<'e- 1—

of private co>ti'\i is anA ir.vntc i fiuc-c, in protracting from yc3i t» year, sh is:

m-cefTarv m< ifine- -ivl regain-ion;, which the welfare ofUis city deniAii-i-iould

We >. .nii_d into cfi~.cr. wua
A■rir.-y.r.j s and decifitn.
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on, if they are regarded only as caufes which increaffe

the malignity of difeafes.

In the latter part of June, the fever began to fhew

itfelf about White-hall, and in the vicinity of the Ex

change ; but it continued for a fhort time only, when
the concurrence of high winds, heavy rains, much

thunder and lightening, and cool weather, which hap

pened about the middle of July, were probably the

caufes to which we may attribute the fufpenfion of the
dileuie. This, at leaft, was rendered probable, be-

caufe as foon as the weather became warm and dry
again, it wras accompanied by thofe noxious exhalati

ons which again produce the fever. Thus the difeafe

appeared, went off, and came on again, according as

the weather favored or impeded the generation of thofe

vapors, which, in their operation on the human body,
ai e the exciting caufe of fever.

I must take notice of fome other circumftances re

lative to many of the houfes aboutWhite-hall, which,
if they were not of themfelves, in any inftance a caufe

of Fever, muff, certainly be confidered of a nature to

aggravate the difeafe, when brought on by other caufes
—namely, the ftate of the ground in the rear of the

houfes, which, in confequence of the ftreets being raif-

ed, is, in many places confiderably below the ordina

ry level, and therefore liable to accumulate matters

wdiich render the air impure, and which, in confined

fituations, are often the caufe of Fevers.—Aifo, the

old and decayed ftate of many of the houfes, and the

inattention to cleanlinefs, which is always negleded,
where people of the poorer fort are much crouded toge
ther. The bedding and clothes of the fick under thefe

circumftances, mull be fuppofed to become more and

more impregnated with the exhalations arifing from

their bodies ; and hence the dreadful havock made by
infedious difeafes in the fmall houfes of the poor,

and on fuch as are deftitute of the means of cleanlinefs,:
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and who, of neceflity, are obliged to remain a length
of time without changing their clothes.

The further we enquire into the fources of the

Fever, the greater is the analogy difcovered to be,
between the ftate of things at White Hall, and in

that part of the city where the Fever firft appeared
laft year. Accumulations of decaying animal and

vegetable matters—a part of the ground below the

general level—poor people crouded together in fmall

uncleanly apartments, were circumftances fo per-

ledly coincident, that were particular effeds to take

place in one fituation, we fhould naturally exped fimi-

lar effeds to take place in the other. If the Fever

of laft year, and that of the prefentyear, were brought
on by the fame caufes, it may| poflibly be afked, how

it happened, that in the one inftance, it was fo widely
extended, and in the other confined to fuch narrow

limits ? This queftion admits of an eafy folution. It

is generally acknowledged, that Epidemic difeafes

are either produced or widely diffufed, by fome par
ticular qualities of the atmofphere ; and the extraor

dinary prevalence of heat and moifture in the air, du

ring the Summer and Autumn of laft year, muft ftill

be recent in the memory of the inhabitants of this ci

ty, while the ftate of the air, during the warm feafon

of the prefent year, has been much cooler and drier

than ufual.

Thus, the Fever of the laft year was more gene

rally felt, becaufe a peculiarity of the weather predif-

pofed the body, or rendered it more fufceptible of

thofe caufes which produced the difeafe : whereas,
the weather of this year, occafioning no predifpofition,
the Fever was generally confined to a fituation, where

it required the exciting caufe to be itfelf fufiicientiy
concentrated to produce its effeds.

Many of the men who belonged to the market

veffcls which came to the white-Hall dock, fickened
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.from being expofed to the exhalations arifing in this

fituation. The boatmen of the Staten-Iiland and

Elizabeth-town Ferry-boats, fuffered very generally,
although many of them were fo cautious as not to

fleep on fhore, and to avoid all communication with

the fick. Several of them died of the difeafe.

Many tranfient perfons from Staten-Iiland, who

frequently vifited at Mr. Cortelyou's, refiding at

White-Hall, during their flay in New-York, ficken

ed, and fome died. It was faid that Mr. Cortelyou's

family were fick with the Yellow-Fever, but this re

port was not well founded. The family were not well

during any paitof the warm weather, but none of

them had the' Bilious- Fever. Their complaints were
fuch as are commonly the confequence of living in

foul air, viz.—fick ftomachs and head-achs, attended

with confidcrable laflitude.

The above fads refpeding tranfient perfons taking
the Fever, are confirmed by Dr. Clarke, of Elizabeth-

town, New-Jerfey, who, in a letter with which he

has favoured me, obferves,
" There were many in

ftances of this difeafe among the ferrymen, who 1 efid-

ed chief of their time at White-Hall ; and other per

fons who flept there, f'ckened, and all had taken their

paflage from White Hall dock within twelve days of
the attack."

It is worthy of remark alfo, that the difeafe, ac

cording to Dr. Clarke, occurred in thofe only, who
had been in New-York.

He writes that,
"

Amongft the cafes which came

within my pradice, and from the beft information of

others, there was no inftanee of the difeafe taking place
in any except thofe who had been at New-York, and

particularly at White-Hall."

Dr.. Clarke ftates further,
" That there was no
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inftance of the Fever amongfl the nurfes, or attend
ants upon the fick." This fad is confirmative of the

opinion which we have always endeavoured to fupport
that the Fever in queftion, is not a contagious difeafe.
The operation of local caufes in producing difeafes, is
.well exemplified in the account of the Remitting and

Intermitting Fevers of the Weft-Indies, given us by
Dr. Hume :—"

And while," fays he, "The Hofpital
remained there (at Port Royal; the fick were feldom

feized with complaints of this kind."

" When another Hofpital was built on the oppo-
fite fide, though only at the diftance of four miles,
not one man in a hundred, efcaped thefe Fevers, who
v. ere fent to the Hofpital and remained in it three or

four weeks ;
—and even the marine guard, who were

relieved once a fortnight or three weeks, fared no

better."

Dr. Hume defcribes the fituation of this Hofpital,
to be in the neighbourhood of ftagnant water marines.
He then adds,

" It was the damp winds filled with

the putrid exhalations, which occafioned the frequen
cy of remitting or Yellow-Fever, and intermitting dif-

orders of this place. At my requeft this hofpital was

deferted, although in all other refpeds it was good,
and had coft near fifty thoufand pounds fterling.—

Several plantations near this hofpital, were unhealthy
from the fame caufes."

It would be endlefs to quote authorities upon this

fubjed, nor is it neceffary to look to a diftance for

them. What has happened within our own ftate,

abundantly confirms the fad, as may be feen from Dr.

William's letter, inferted in my publication upon the

Fever of laft year. I do not think it neceffary to be

more particular in reciting fads, or in detailing thofe

circumftances which, in my mind, are fully compe

tent to explain (he origin of the Fever which has ex

cited fo much alarm, and proved fo great a fcourge
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to the citizens of New-York. It is the lefs necefTaryv
becaufe I mean to fiiew, by the following documents,

that the difeafe was not, as many have infinuated, n?v

pofitively declared, brought here from abroad : and

if we can advance fufficient teilimony to invalidate

that opinion, the conclufion neceflarily follow?, that

the Fever was occafioned by caufes of a domeftic na

ture ; and therefore, the fad we are folicitous to ef-

tablifh, receives that degree of probability, which, in
matters of this kind, give an affurance, equal to de-
monftration.

I shall, then, in the next plaae, bring forward

what appertains to the veflels fuppofed to have intro

duced the Yellow-Fever into New-York.

The firft fufpeded veffel was the fliip Antoniette.

On the 25th of May, the fhip Antoniette arrived

in this harbor from Breft, in ballaft, and anchored

in the North-River. Two days after her arrival, I

was requefted to vifit fick on board. The Command

er >of the veffel affured me that the men had not been

confined, nor did he think their indifpofition fuch as

10 render it neceffary they fhould be fent to the Hofpi
tal. One of the men was then at work on deck, and
the other came from below immediately on being call
ed. As, however, the fhip was to be brought to a

dock, it was thought expedient that thefe men fhould

be fent to the Hofpital.

That they had not complaints of an infedious

nature, fhall not reft on my affertion alone. The

opinion and declaration of Dr. MoFarlin, under

whofe care they were placed, will carry with them

much ftronger evidence.

October 20th, 1796.

S I R,
" I HAVE jufl received a few lines
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from you, wherein ycu requeft me to declare my 6-

pinion refpeding the nature of the complaints of the
two patients from on board the fhip Antoinette, who

were fent to Bellevue Hofpital, and placed under my
care.

" I do not at prefent recoiled the names of thofe

people, as 1 did not note the hiftory of their complaints.
Their cafes, however, have not efcaped my memory.
The one complained of a pain in his breaft, attended

with cough and difficulty of breathing. His ftrength
was confiderably impaired—the complaint, which he

attributed to cold, having been of fome duration. By
the application of a blifter to the fternum, and the con

tinued ufe of expedorants, he was difcharged as cured

from the Hofpital.

" The other laboured under a complete Hernia

Hermoralis. By the ufe ofmercurial fridures, faturine

applications, the fufpenfary bandage, &c. he was re

lieved and difcharged as fuclr by his own requeft.

lam, &c.
"

JOHN M'FARLIN."

To Doclor Eavlev, 7

Health-Officer. 3

On the 29th of May, the Antoniette hauled to the-

dock at White Hall. In this fituation, the crew could

not come on fhore, nor return on board, without

palling over the new made grounds ; and thus were

the men expofed to the exhalations which arofe from.

it wdiilft in the fhip, and occafionally, in a greater de

gree, by their vifits on fliore.. During the month of

June, moft of the men of the Antoniette, complained
of an unufual weaknefs, and in the beginning of July,
feveral of them were attacked with the Fever.

Two of thefe cafes terminated in black vomit and

death. The caufes of the ficknefs on board the Antd-
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nette, being no longer a fubjed of conjedure, the

remedy became obvious—namely, the removal of the

veffel to a more healthy fituation ; and as the fhip had

Iain more than a month at White Hall dock, it mufl

be fuppofed that the air beneath her decks had become

completely faturated with the noxious vapours arifing
from that mafs of decaying materials, of which the

dock was compofed.

It was deemed neceffary, therefore, to have recourfe

to the meafures commonly employed to purify veffels.

For this purpofe, the Antoinette was hauled out into

the ftream ; and after the procefs of purification was

over, flie was direded into the North river to take in

her cargo. After this period, the men on board her

remained in good health, except Captain Hendricks,
who had the ague and fever.

Now, as the men who were complaining at the

time of the arrival of the Antoniette, were not fick

with fever (of which Dr. M'Farlin's letter is fuffici

ent evidene) and as the Fever did not appear among
the crew, until five weeks after fhe had been at the

White Hall dock, and more than ten days after it had

appeared on fhore, it mufl require a more than ordi

nary fhare of pre-pofieflion in any one, to believe that

the Antoinette had any agency in the origin of the
Fever atWhite Hall.

On the 29th of July, the brig Patty arrived in this

port. After her departure, a report was circulated,
and by many credited, that fhe had introduced a Ma

lignant Fever into this city. Although on this fubjed
I had no doubt, as I had taken a manifeft of the

healthful fituation of the brig Patty, and the crew

had undergone my perfonal examination, yet I was

anxious that every fufpicion fhould, as far as poffible,
be removed from the minds of the citizens. I was

therefore induced to write to the commander of the

brig, who was then at Boflon, to requeft he would
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give me an arretted ftatement of fads refpeding fuch
ficknefs as might have exifted on board the brig dur

ing the voyage, and the condition of the health of her
crew at her arrival in this port

—whether fhe had any
Fever on board after that period, or whether any per-
fon had fickened in Boflon after her arrival there,
who had had communication with her. To thefe

enquiries I fhortly after received the following attefled
certificate :—

"
This is to certify, that during my voyage in the

Brig Patty, from Boflon to theWeft-Indies, and back
toNew- 1 ork, none of my crewwere fickof a malignant
Fever ; and that at my arival in New-York, all my
crew were in good health, except my Mate, who was

fick with the Ague and Fever, and who was taken out

of my veffel and put on board a Packet to be fent home

to Trenton ; and fince my arrival in Boflon, my crew
has remained in perfed health as before ;

—nor has

any perfon who has been on board the brig Patty, re

ceived, orbeen apprehenfive of any diforder whatever.

"

JOFIN SNOW."

"

Augufl 3d, 1796."?

The above ftatement of Captain Snow, is fo clear

and conclufive, that ftill to entertain any doubt, would

imply a mind difpofed to- contemn truth, even under

the ferious garb of a facred oath !

Thus, then, I have taken a curfory view of the

circumftances relative to the origin of the Yellow-Fe

ver. In reviewing the fituation of that part of the

city, we have found abundant reafon for believing the

Fever was produced by caufes of a local nature, and

originating there. The importance of this fad ren

ders me extremely folicitous that the truth of it fliould

be generally eftabliftied, and ftrongly impreffed on

every mind : for, if meafures are to be purfued, cal-
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culated to prevent the calamity in future, the extent

and adequacy of thofe meafures, mufl depend on this

convidion.

It is to be hoped, that we may not deceive our-

felves, by a mode of reafoning adopted by fome, which,
however plaufible it may appear at firft view, mufl cer

tainly prove fallacious on examination.

It is urged, that the city of New-York has re

mained, for many years, exempt from any particular

ly fatal difeafes ; and we have no greater reafon now9

to fuppofe ourfelves more liable to ficknefs, than for

merly ; and, that if difeafes of a malignant kind,

fliould, at any time, prevail among us,we ought to look

to fome foreign fource for their origin. The anfwer

to this argument is, that the ftate of things is every

day changing. This city is extending its dimenfions—

the houfes are becoming more compad and crouded

together—the inhabitants are encreafing in number—

and, more efpecially, the mode of making newground,
which renders a confiderable part of the city a low level

—are changes which place us in a fituation different

from that of any former period.

This kind of calculation, it is to be feared, is not

by many entered into ; but it is one which is entitled to

ferious confideration, inafmuch as it takes in thofe

circumftances which have a particular influence upon
the health of the inhabitants of the city of New-York.

Before I conclude, I mufl take the liberty of men

tioning to your Excellency, what has hitherto been

the condition of the Hofpital lately ereded on Bed-

low's Ifland. I am induced to do this, in order that

the inconveniencies under which it has labored, may
be rendered apparent ; and from a hope that meafures

will, in confequence, be taken to provide for the
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Hofpital in fuch a manner as may be neceffaTy to com

plete the eftablifhment, and give it extenfive utility.

The neceffary alterations and repairs which the

buildings on Bedlow's Ifland required to render them

fit to receive the fick, were not completed till the

middle of Auguft. As foon as thefe were done, ap

plication was made to the Commiflioners of Health,
for a fupply of neceffaries to accommodate the fick—

who, at this period, were fent to the Hofpital from

White-hall, and from feveral vefiels juft arrived from

fea. The Commiflioners direded the beds and bedding
which had been ufed the year before at Bellevue, to

be fent to the new Hofpital on Bedlow's Ifland. Un

fortunately, thefe articles were in a very filthy ftate ;

but, as the fick were already at the Hofpital, we had

no alternative, but to feled the cleaneft of thofe arti

cles and ufe them in that ftate. The Hofpital was alfo

unprovided with wearing apparel, than which, nothing
is more neceffary, as well for the comfort of the fick,

as to prevent the introdudion of infedion into the

Hofpital.

Under thefe circumftances, the confequences were

fuch as might naturally be expeded j for, within eight

days of the time in which thefe articles were brought
to the Hofpital, thofe people who had been employed
in tranfporting the bedding from Bellevue, the nurfes

who attended the fick, and the fteward of the houfe,

were attacked w ith fever. The attending Phyfician,
Monfieur Bouvier, was alfo indifpofed for feveral

days.

From this diftrefling fituation, however, the Hof

pital was foon happily relieved, by a fupply of beds,

bedding, and fuch clothes as were neceffary for fre

quent changes, and placing
the fick in a ftate of the

greatefl cleanlinefs. From this period, neither nurfe,
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vifitor, nor any kind of attendant, were known to be

attacked with fever.

I have the honor to be,
With perfed refped, Sir,
Your moft obedient fervant,,

RICHARD BAYLEY,

Health-Officer.
His Excellency ~)

Governor Jay. 3

The following is a copy of the Letter alluded to in the
Letter addrejed to the Commifftoners of Health.

To the Magistracy of New-York.

Gentlemen,
IT would be improper, at leaft foreign

to the defign of this addrefs, to enter on the enquiry
whether the late Epidemic which raged in this city,
was imported, or generated among us. Our motive
for addrefling you at this time, arifes from a defire to

engage, and at the fame time to afiift, as far as we

are able, your refpedable Board, in applying a cor-

redive to fome of thofe caufes, which, we conceive,
ferved at once to extend its influence, and increafe its

malignity.

On this head then, we venture to point out the
following objeds, as particularly demanding the notice
of the Magiitrates, and the interpofition of their au

thority.

Firft, the accumulation offilth in the /Ireets.

This, being compofed chiefly of dead animal and
vegetable matter, is, when expofed to a hot fun, a

fource of noxious effluvia, which have a tendency' to
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produce the moft fatal effed> ; and, that fuch efflu
via have been the caufe of Fever, has been confirm

ed by repeated obfervalion and experience in all parts
or the world.

Secondly. Obflmcled water-drains.

TiiEsr, by occafioning fkonanc waters, and col

leding matter of various kinds, v/hich, undergoing
de-cotnpofition, emit air of qualities extremely pre

judicial to health.

Thirdly. The ground of certain parts of the city,
where the lots of houfes are confiderably below the ordi

nary level of theflreets.

In fuch places, the neceffary confequences mufl:

be an accumulation of various fubftances, which,
under the influence of heat and moilture, putrify,
and thus contaminate the atmofphere, and commu

nicate properries to it, of a nature extremely delete

rious.

Fourthly. Thefituation of many of the Docks and

Stores along the Eaft-River.

It is to be obferved that in many places, large
furlaces of mud are expofed at low v/ater, which

throw up during the heat of the fummer, an intoler

able flench ; and this evil is greatly increafed by a

pradice of filling in docks with every fpecies of filch

colleded from the ftreets, which proves an unfailing
fource of unwholefome air. We remark, further,
that a pradice has been permitted in this city, which
we conceive very reprehenfible, and what, we have

no doubt, has produced many inP.ances of individual

difeafe, if it has done nothing worfe ;
—that is, the

pernicious cuftom of colleding and throwing into one

heap, great quantities of manure (gathered from the

ftreet) on vacant lots. This was the cafe (during the
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prevalence of the Fever) at the head of George-
ftieet.

To the caufes above enumerated, fome others

might, with propriety, be added, as endangering, by
their pcrmiffion, the health of the citizens.—Among
thefe laft, are, Slaughter-Houfes, Manufadories of

Soap and Candles, Vellum, Feather, Starch, &c.

In laying this detail before you, we cannot con

clude without declaring, that in our opinions, the

malignity and fatality of the late Epidemic Fever,
were greatly influenced by the before mention cau

fes ; and were it necefiary, we could fuperadd the

authorities of the firft Phyficians and Philofophers, as
corroborative of our own.

We, therefore, with confidence and refped, fub-

mit the above to your ferious confideration ; and hope
that their importance, as affeding the health and re

putation of the city, will receive, as undoubtedly they
claim, your early and due attention.

New-York, December 31, 1796.

May jt pleafe the Governor,

THE Commiflioners of the Health-Office,
having hitherto, as far as circumftances would admit,
fulfilled the defign of their appointment, conceive it

proper, in the further difcharge of their dutv, now

at the clofe of the year, to lay before the governor, an
account of the manner in which they have executed
their truft, of their expenditures therein, and, in ge
neral, of the fituation of the public eftablifhment
under their care j together with fuch obfervations as

have occurred to them on the fubjed of prefervino-
and promoting the health of the city, and rendering



(3' >

more efficacious the public provifion for that purpofe,
and for the reception and accommodation of the
fick.

The Hofpi'al at Bellevue, eftabliftied by the Cor

poration cf the city, had remained, fince the pre-

cedingyear, furnifhed for the reception of the lick,
and offered, in the beginning of the feafon, a com

fortable afylum to thofe who might arrive from fea,
until the eftablifhment under the authority of the
ftate could be got ready. It was accordingly begun
to be occupied for this purpofe, in the mouth of June,
from which time, to the 18th of Auguft, the num

ber of fick fent thither, was chiefly
from vefleh arrived from fea. In the mean time, the

buildings on Bedlow's- Ifland, purchafed of the French,

being given up by them, were cleanfed and made rea-

day to anfwer the purpofes of a Lazaretto, and wero

furnifhed with beds, bedding, clothing, medicines, kc.
and provided with a Phyfician, nut lies, and other ne

cefiary attendants, and to which the fick at Bellevue,
were removed about the 1 8th of Auguft : And altho"

from unforefeen or unavoidable circumftances, the-

accommodations there, were not fo perfed as could

have been dciired, they were, by care and attention,
rendered as comfortable and commodious as poflible,
and the place was vifited by fome of the Co nun; (iion

ers as often as occafion required. The number of

fick thus received at the Lazaietto, from the 18th of

Auguft to the ifl of September, (the lateft period at:

which any have been fc::t there) including thofe from

Bellevue, was eighty-feven, of wdheh fc-venteen have-

died :. Tie greater part of this number had a: rived

from fea, and the remainder were inhabitants of the

city, who could not find fuilable accommodations at

home.

The Commiflioners, atthe recommendation of the

Health-Ofiocer, appointed to attend the fick, as Phy
fician, Ledor Bouvier, a gentleman who had acquire-!.
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much reputation in a long refidence and pradice of

Phyfic, in the French Wefl-hidies, and who hath ful

filled his duty with lingular ability and attention, and

with 'rreat fuccefs ; and although the allowance made

l)i:n cf four dollars a day, during his attendance, is per

haps more than their feanty funds would afford, it

was
„
in their opinion, not adequate to his time and va

luable fervices ; and they therefore think it iuft that

he fhould receive fuch additional pay, as may be judg
ed to amount to a reafoooible comoerhaiicn. and accord

ingly recommend him ior that purpofe.

The Malignant Fever of the laft fummer and au

tumn, though for a time very alarming, yet was hap
pily, in a great meafure, confined to a diitrid of fmall

extent, and greatly limited in its effeds, 'compared with
that of the preceding yecr. It prevailed in the White-

Hall and Moore-ftreets, and in Water and Front-ltreets

and the South fide of Pearl-ftreet, from the Exchange
downwards, and in the lower part of Broad-lireet.

—

The reft of the city was principally free from it, and
in a healthy ftate ; and the few perfons who, in the

other parts, were attacked with the Fever, could ge

nerally trace the origin of it to that infected quaiter,
or to local circumflanccs, in their particular neighbour
hood. It appeared in two or three inftances in the
month cf June, but did not caufe alarm till about the

middle of July, from which time to i ft ofNovember,
the number attacked with it was about zjj, of which
there died 67 ; of this laft number 7 or 8 died at Belle
vue. or Bedlow's Ifland, and are included in the return
of deaths from thence.

On this occafion, attention was paid to the timely
removal of fuch patients whofe circumftances render
ed it neceffary for their better accommodation, and to

every other point in which, in the opinion of the Com
miflioners, they could, contribute to the comfort and

lafcty of individuals j and as iar as their powers ex-
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tended, to the reftoring and preferving the health of

the city.

The Commiflioners have found, that the fads Hat
ed in the reprefentation of the Ilealth-Ofjicer, on the

fubjed of this ficknefs, are juft ; and it appears to them

with fatisfadory clearnffs, that the hi thy and corrupt
ftate of fome of the Docks and Slips in the noghbour-
hood of the Exchange and White-hall, was the caufe
of the ficknefs ; and there is little reafon to doubt, but

that, if the ftate of the air in general, throughout the

fummer, had been favourable to the propagation of

infection, it would have found, in various p ots of the

city, from fdioy and noifcmc manufactories, :.■-;, Lded

vacant lots covered with offenfive matter, and diuy
ftreets and lanes, an abundant fupply of ncalous cjfu-
vla to increafe and fpread its baneful influence ; and

that the city would, in all probability, have fuifered

perhaps a more general and deftrudive calamity, than
in the preceding )ear.

This impure ftate of things was obvious to all ; and

it was hoped that our late fevefe experience would

have flimulated to a complete reformation ; and that

aided by the law "to prevent the bringing in and

fpreading of infedious difeafes," an effectual on rtion

would have been made to removeall nuifances, and place
the city, in all refpeds, in a refpedable and whcle-

fome ftate. But the warm feafon arrived, and no

meafures of this kind w ere taken. The Commlfilon-

ers pre fen ted to the Corporation, a reprefentation of

the ftate of the city, recommending a modeoi eleau-

fing and keeping the ftreets, &c. in good cider, a

copy of which was delivered to the Governor.

After fome time, feveral of the moft offenfive nips
and docks were cleanfed and filled up in a proper

manner, and fome new mode was adopted lor el.an-

fing the ftreets, which, however, proved but parZai/y

efficacious, being, in the opinion of theCoimnifliOners,
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far fhort of that recommended by them. But none

of the offenfive manufactories were removed—they all

ftill remain—feveral of them in the molt populous parts
of the city, and are moft dangerous and difgraceful nui

fances ; one ofwhich appears, from an affidavit of John
Collis, referred to in a letter from the Health Officer

to the Commiflioners, to have occafioned theficknefs of

a wholefamily, and the death of one of its members.

The continuance of this unhappy ftate of things, not-

withftanding the aid of the law, and the reprefentations-
on the fubjed, afford a glo»my profpecl with regard to

the future welfare of the city, efpecially as there is no

hope of engaging the Corporation in vigorous and ef

ficient meafures for a complete reformation. The

Commiflioners are convinced that the principal mem
bers of that body, think juftly and independently on.

this fubjed, and have been zealous in their endeavours

to effect a change, and that feveral others are difpofed
to co-operate with them in the falutary work ; but a

majority have not been found wiiling to engage in,

thofe meafures, at the rifk of offending many of their

conftituents, and the confequent lofs of their places ;.

for, however obvious to all intelligent and liberal

minds, is the neceffity of placing and preferving the

city in the moft cleanly and wholefome ftate, yet a con

fiderable number of the inhabitants are cppofed to any
new and extraordinary meafures being taken for that

purpofe, from the contraded and eironeous confide-

rations of encreafed expence, partial inconvenience,.
or innovation.

The meafures neceffary to place and preferve this

city in a cleanly and wholefeme ftate, are not difficult
to afcertain. They are— to fill up all the docks and

flips with clean earth, gravel, or land, in fuch a man

ner as that the muddy bottoms flmll not be left bare at low
water ; and alfo to complete the filling up with the

fame materials, all the remaining vacancies under the

flores and about the wharves, and to prohibit the com
mon dirt of the flreet, or uny filthy cr ccr: unlive mat-
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ter from being ufed for this purpofe, or thrown into
them ; to remove all fuch matters from the vacant lots
or yard.,, in and about the town; and where fuch are
fo fituated as to receive the wafh of the ftreets, or ad

jacent grounds, or letwm flagnant water, that they be

filled up with good earth, &c. that the water may run
from them into the ftreets ; to provide ■

effedually for
cleanfing all the ftreets, lanes, wharves, &c. at leaft
twice a week, and carrying the dirt and rubbifh imme

diately to a fpot from whence it will be taken away in

boats, without any delay, and to prohibit its being
• thrown elfewhere, and alfo to prohibit any filthy or

corruptive matter or rubbifh, from being brought out
of houfes, cellars, or yards, into the ftreets &c. except
at the time the perfons appear who are employed to

take them away ; to complete the paving of all the

ftreets, lanes, Sec. and the entrances of the docks,
wharves, and flips ; to provide that all the water drains
be kept clean and free from obftrudions, that no wa

ter may remain •m&ftagnate in them ; and, to remove
"out of town, all manufadories which have a tendency
to infeff the air with noxious effluvia. Thefe meafures,
carried into full effed, with the neceffary regulations
to prevent the introdudion of difeafe from abroad,
would, undoubtedly, preferve the city in as great a

degree of healthinefs, as it enjoyed in former years.

And for the attainment of this moft definable end,
the Corporation appear to be vefted with fufficient

powers ; but, unhappily, the capacity for accomplifh-
ing fuch important good, is rendered abortive by the

prevalence of an improper influence over the majority,
as ftaied above.

The Commiflioners are aware that this reprefenta
tion is made in plain and flrong terms ; but as they are
not only convinced of the truth of it, from their own

obfervations, but alfo find themfelves juftified in it,
from refped able authority, which cannot be doubted,

they conceive that the importance of the fubjed re-
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quires, that the evil fliould be fully underftood, in or

der that the remedy, if any can be found, fliould be

applied with the greater readinefs.and effed.

By order of the Commi flioners,

JOHN MURRAY,
Chairman of the Commiffioners of the Health-Office,

for the year 1790.

(A true copy.")
RICHARD BAYLEY.

AS corred an account as couL: be obtain

ed of the number of people who fickened and died in

the neighbourhood of White-Hall, in 1796, is annex

ed for two particular reafons :— ift. To ih w that the

devaluations committed by that formidable difeafe, were
limited to a few acres of ground :—2d!y. and what is

of equal importance, is, to fhew that its fatality was

in a ratio to the vicinity of the nuifance. From thefe

fads, I would fuggeft the following queftion, viz.—If

the Yellow Fever is to be confidered as a contagions
difeafe, is it not remarkable that it fhould have raged
with a violence almoft unequalled in fo healthy an ex-

pofureasthe fouth-weft part of our city, and that

the other parts of the city enjoyed, at leaft, a ufual

degree of health ? This queftion cannot poflibly, in
my apprehenfion, admit of but one folution, and I

would alledge that the temperature and difpofition of
the air during the warm feafon of 1796, was not fa
vourable to the propagation of the difeafe generally.—
As far as the poifonous exhalations arifing from 24000
cartloads flreet manure, expofed to the influence of
a hot fun, were diftinguifhed by their offenfive fmell,
fo far their effeds were manifefted by the appearance
of the difeafe and no farther.
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MEMORANDUM

Of Inhabitants taken fick and died in the vicinity of the

Exchange, from the 4th of July to the 1 oth of Oflo*

ber, 1796.

In Water-ftreet, from White Hall to Coenties-flip.

Recovered. Died.

At Weffel Weffels' 1

Mr. Cooper's

George Remfen's 2

1

John Duffle's 2

William Humphrey's
Nicholas Van Antwerp's

1

1

1

Mrs. Riley's 2 1

Peter T. Curtenius's 1

John M'Pherfon's 2

Samuel Abrams's 2

Nathan Strong's
James Richardfon's 3

4

Patrick M'Laughlin's
Thomas Martin's

4

3
1

John Jeremiah's
William Comb's

2

2

1

Margaret Adams's 2 1

The French Conful's 3

John Currie's 2 1

Andrew Morris's 1

Samuel Shaddock's 1

3° 18

In Broad-fheet, from the Exchange to the dock.

Recovered. Died.

At William Reeves's 2

A French Boarding Houfe 1

John Dclamater's 2
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Recovered. Died,

Samuel Gater's 2

Jonathan Penny's 2

Samuel Ackerman's 2

Samuel Page's 1

Mr. M'Cullen's 1

Jofeph Williams's 1

Jacob Ludlum's 1

14

In White Hall flreet.

Recovered. Died.

At Peter Perrine's 3 1

Peter Deremer's 1

Mrs. Shaw's 2

Elizabeth Hall's 4 1

John Flood's 1 3
Mr. Harrifon's 2 5
Jacob Corfhow's 1

Peter Cortelyou's 5
Mr. Deacon's 1

Peter Hawk's 3

John Jabine's 2

22 11

In Front-ftreet, from White Hall to Coenties-flip.

Recovered. Died.
At Jacob Remfen's 1

James Stuart's 2 1

Captain Piatt's 3 2

Mr. Adga'te's 3 1

Spencer and Follet's 2

William Thorn's i

James Robinfon's 2 1

Patrick Cochran's 1 1

Denton and Suydam's 2
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William Denneman's

William Bond's

Ifrael Diffefway's
Robert Rattoon's

Mrs. Laboyteaux's
Mr. Vandewater's

Samuel Doughty's
Doctor <\ ulenbright's
William Corwin's

James Duffle's

James Richardfon's

John Anderfon's

Ifaac Wood's

Mr. June's

In Moore-ftreet.

Recovered. Died..

James Glaffe's 2

John Thomfon's 2 2

John Buddy's 3 2.

Elizabeth Jackfon's i I

Mrs. Mafon's i

Elizabeth Watfon's i I

Margaret Ingram's i I

Mary Hogan's 2 I

Catharine Rofs's I 3

John Campbell's i

Mrs. Davis's 5

Haines and Thomfon's i i

David Dunham's i

Peter Pollyon's 3 2

John Hillyers* 4 I

John Tuttle's i L

Roome Bufhett's 3 3

Recovered. Died.

3

3
2

I

2

2

3

5

2

3
i

2

4

4

54
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David Conklin's

Mr. Simmerman's

Recovered. Died.

3
l

3
*

36 24

On White Hall Dock.

Recovered. Died.

At Mrs. Dean's 4 1

Mrs. Day's 4 1

Samuel Gale's 6 4

Garrett Fountain's 2

Mrs. Genea's 3

Lawrence Hiilyer's 1 2

James Lent's 2 1

22

SUMMARY.

In Water-ftreet

Broad-ftreet

White Hall-ftreet

Front-ftreet

Moore-ftreet

White Hall Dock

Recovered.

30

14

22

54

36
22

Died.

18

1

11

6

24

9

178 69

\Conclufion of Correfpondence for 1796.]



Extracls from the Correfpondence cf 1797.

LETTER No. 3.

Hsr.lth-Office, /.pril ioth 1797.

TO TFIE MAYOR.

Sir,

The deputation of the Common Council,

confifting of Gabriel Furman, Jacob de la Montagnie,,
and Thomas Storm, Efqrs. have, with the Health-

Officer, and Commiflioners, infpeded the fituation

of the ftreets, docks, wharves and flips, from White

hall to New-market, on the eaft river. The various

objeds which, in their opinion, require the interposi
tion and authority of the Common Council, will be

the fubjed of a fubfequent reprefentation. At prefent
the Commiflioners (whofe immediate duty it appears to

be) beg leave to folicit your attention to fuch meafures

as may be beft calculated to remedy the following exift-

ing evils, viz :—

Nuisances of confiderable magnitude are found on
feveral vacant and open lots

—particularly one next to

the Circus in Broad-Way, and another at the corner

of Broad-Way and Beaver- ftreet. Thefe we think

ought to be inclofed to prevent a greater colledon of

filth and dirt.

The furface of the ftreets at the head of the Old-flip
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and Beekman-flip, want confiderable raifing with

wholefome earth or gravel.

Exchange-slip ought to be filled up fo far as the

Common Council have already determined :—Alio

Burling-flip on a range with the fouth fide of Front-

ftreet, and the lot granted MelTrs. Van Zandt and Car

ter, on the weft fide of it. This, in its prefent fitua

tion, is likewife a receptacle for all kinds of offenfive

filth.

The Commiflioners obferve with regret, that ade

quate exertions are wanted to dig out White-hall, Co-

enties, Coffee-houfe, Fly-market, and Peck flips.—

They beg leave, therefore, to name Mr. Thomas Ha

zard, as a fuitable perfon to aflift in the fuperintend-
ance, and to prefs the execution of thefe important
objeds.

The folicitude of the CommnTmners to obviate the

effects apprehended from delaying thi^ bufinefs, will,
they truft, be a fufficient apology for this prefent ad-

drefs.

With fentiments of refped
and confideration, I am,

Sir,
Your moft obedient fervant,

JOHN OOTHOUT, Chairman.

No. 5.

Health-Office, April 24th, 1797.

TO THE MAYOR.

Sir,

I am requefted to inclofe you the

remaining obfervations on the fituation of the ftreets,
&c. alluded to in our letter of the i oth inft. The
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Commiflioners, tho' defirous of brevity in their com

munications, do not find themfelves at liberty to a-

bridge the prefent lengthy details ; as, in their opinion,
every objed is of more or lefs importance to the ge
neral health of the city.

I am, &c.

JOHN OOTHOUT, Chairman.

^ RESIDUEofthe obfervations on thefituation of the

Streets, Slips, Docks, csV. made by Gabriel Furman,

Jacob de la Montagnie, and Thomas Storm, Ffqrs.

the Health Officer and Commiffioners, on the loth of

April, 1797.

White-hall is very much incumbered with tim

ber, brick and other lumber, and generally very filthy.
1 The dock, eaft-fide of the flip, wants paving, the

new-made part of which to Exchange-flip, is, at leaft,
one foot lower than theouter end and fides. Theyards
back of the new-built houfes on it, are llill lower,

exceedingly filthy, and mufl become very offenfive in

the hot weather, unlefs filled up with wholefome earth

or gravel, which the Commiflioners beg leave to re

commend to the attention of the Common Council.

The lower end of Moore-ftreet wants paving, as

alfo the dock on both fides of Exchange flip, being
almoft impoffible in their prefent ftate, particularly
on Mr. Delafield's fide.

The pavement eaft-fide of Coenries flip, is in great

diforder, and much broken up, which makes it ex

ceedingly dangerous for foot paflengers, particularly
women and children paiiing by the loaded wood-carts.
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The Commiflioners therefore, fuggeft the propriety
of widening that dock four or five feet from the up

per end to the fouth range of Front-ftreet, by build

ing a new tier of wood againft the old dock, well an

chored together, which will be a very moderate ex-

pence to the proprietor. Unlefs this be done, it can

not be made fafe, nor fuitably commodious for accom

modating the bufinefs ccnfiantly tranfaded there.

Mr. Astor's, and the adjoining vacant water lots,
eaft-fide of Peter Schenk's ftore, Cruger's wharf, re

quire filling up, or digging out, as, in their prefent
ftate they are receptacles of filth, and of courfe, great
nuifances. The walks ofFront-ftreet, between Coen-

ties and the Old-flip, are generally out cf repair, and

fome lots totally unpaved. Cafes of this nature are

fo numerous in Front as well as Water flreec, from

the Old to the New flip, that it is almoft impoffible to

mention each in detail. On this head, therefore, the

Commiflioners beg leave to fugged the propriety of an

ordinance, embracing the walks and ftreets of the

whole city, unlefs fuch does already exift ; for, with

out they are repaired, it will be almoft impoffible to

keep them decent.

The fame general remark mufl fuffice with regard
to filling up all the lanes and alleys leading to the

wharves on the eaft river, from Coenties flip to Kip
and Laurence's alley, above the foot of Dover ftreet.

The weft fide of the dock, at the Old flip, requires
paving, nd the eaft fide both filling up and paving. At

picieiic, that alfo is almoft impafiible. The vards,
rear of BlazeMoore's and NeviaWilfon's ftores. Front

flreet, arefunken, filthy nuifances, and the buildings

on them fronting the river, tho' fmall, are confidera-

bly on the llrcet.

Herf, the Comrolfooners beg leave to particular
ize a few more of the moft important nuifances of that
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defcription, on the eaft river, which ought, at leaft,
to be covered with wholefome earth or gravel.

Under the new wooden buildings ofWilliam By
ron, at the Fly-market flip—the ftores of John Jack-
fon, and thofe on the eftate of Leffert Lefferts, at the
lower end of Fletcher ftreet (which ftreet requires raff
ing and paving, being at prefent a perfed mud-hole).
Alfo under the flore lately occupied by Knox and

Briggs, corner of Burling- flip, Front ftreet, in which
the yellow fever originated laft fprnig. Under the

ftore, weft fide of Peck flip, corporation property.
—

Alfo under the corner ftore, on the eaft fide, and the

rear ofThomas Burling's and John Thurman's lots.—

Likewife, Saml. Ackerly's lot, and under John Dic-

kenfon's houfe. The two laft mentioned are already
very offenfive, and will foon become dangerous.

The remaining funken lots and yards throughout
the town, particularly on the eaft fide from White

hall to Catharine flip, are fo numerous, and thought
fuch great fources of unhealthinefs in the hot feafon,
that the Commiflioners are much at a lofs what to fay
on the fubjed of filling them up, as fuch an under

taking mull prove very inconvenient to numbers of

houfes, and be attended with iinmenfe expence, which

many of the occupants are at prefent but illy prepared
to bear.

The docks on both fides of the Coffee-houfe and

Fly market flips, want paving. Front-ftreet, from
the eaft fide of Burling flip to Peck flip, requires re

gulating, filling up and paving : Almoft the whole, in
its prefent ftate, being a perfed nuifance. If this great

objed be effeded, it will compel a number of proprie
tors of lots and buildings in that quarter, to fill up ;

by which means many filthy and funken places, will

be fo far covered, as not to produce evils in hot wea

ther, which otherwife, in, the opinion of the Com-

mifiioners, may refult.
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The dock on the weft and eaft fide of Peck flip, re

quires paving : and the wharves in front, on the eaft

fide regulating and filling up. Both fides of James'

flip, want paving ; alfo the lower end of Oliver ftreet

from Cherry ftreet. Catharine flip wants fome dig

ging out ; and the dock on the weft fide of it, as well

as Catharine market, require paving.

Magazine, Auguftus,Little Ann and Barley ftreets

require a regulation and great improvements. In the

diftrld of thefe ftreets, there are two large ponds of

itagnant water, which, with the noxious fadories may

render them a fource of difeafe in hot weather, and are

therefore, objeds that require timely attention.

The lower ends of Redor and Carlifle ftreets lead

ing from Greenwich ftreet to the North river, want

confiderable raifing, being at prefent funken miry
places, and impaflible.

The large fquare in front of the new Albany bafon,
and the dock on each fide, require paving. Some

pavement alfo is wanted at the foot of Cortland ftreet ;

and the flip at the foot of Dey ftreet, fliould be filled

up.

JOHN OOTHOUT, Chairman.

No. 1 8.

Health-Office, Msy 22<3, 1757.

TO TFIE MAYOR.

SIR,

The Commiflioners have requefted
me to deliver you the annexed lift of lots, &c. on the

low grounds along the eaft river, and its vicinity, fome
of which are at prefent offenfive, and great recepta-
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cles of filth ; and refpedfully fuggoft the propriety of

direding them to be immediately filled up.

Such other nuifances as they may, from time to

time, difcover, and which will require the authority
of the Common Council to redify, will be reported.

I have the honor to be,

Sir,
Your moft obedient fervant,

JOHN OOTIIOUT, Chairman.

Th£ eftate of Jacob Walton's, Thomas Randalls,

Theophylad Bache's and Carlifle Pollock's lots ; all

in the rear of Front-ftreet, between the Old flip and

Governeurs' alley, want filling up twenty-five or 30
feet in length.

The eftate of Jofeph Gri filth's and part of Jofeph*
Hallett's lots, rear of their ftores in Front-ftreet,

facing the river, between Governeurs's alley and the

Coffee-houfe flip, want raifing with wholefome earth.

Samuel Thurfton's, John G. Freak's and Eliza

beth Stillwell's lots, on Fletcher-ftreet, require fo

much raifing with good earth, as to eaft the water in

to that ftreet.

The cellar of a houfe occupied by William Sim

mons, and another now or lately occupied by Archer

Pcliren and Co. fronting on Fletcher-ftreet, between

Front-ftreet and the river, are offenfive places, and re

quire filling up with wholefome earth.

Joseph Winter's and Samuel Thome's two lots in

the fifth ward, Water-ftreet, facing the river—alio,

John Moore's in the third ward—all want filling up*

Two lots of Samuel Ackerley's and Arch. Grade,,
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fouth-fide of Water-ftreet, in the fifth ward, want

filling—but it cannot be conveniently done, unlels

the Common Council order Rofevelt flip to be filled

up.

JOHN OOTHOUT, Chairman.

No. 27.

Health-Office, June 27th, 1797.

(Extrati.)

TO THE MAYOR.

Sir,
" AS the low grounds on the Eaft river,

South of Pearl- ftreet, have hitherto been very much.
the feat of difeafe, in fummer, the Commiflioners are

refolved to pay particular attention to their cleanlinefs ;

and will, as foon as poflible, fubmit to the confidera

tion of the Common Council, fome regulations to pre
vent fo great an accumulation of dirt and filth in that

part of the citv. They think, that Mr. Hazard will

be a fuitable perfon, as well for this purpofe, as to pre
vent the landing and ftoring of damaged hides, coifee,
and any other articles of that kind, in a perifhable or

dangerous condition. They propofe, therefore, that
his attention fhould be turned to thefe objeds, imme

diately after completing thofe in which he is at prefent
engaged."

JOHN OOTHOUT.

No. 30.

Health-Office, June 26, 1797.

TO THE MAYOR.

Sir,
THE Commiflioners in their letter of the
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5th inft. requefted, that as foon as Mr. Hazard had

completed the objeds he was then engaged in, of

cleanfing flips with themachine, he might be employed
in the luperintendance and care of cleanfing and re

moving the dirt and filth from the piers, docks, &c.
of the city, from White Hall to New-lhp, on the Eaft

river. This is meant to be done agreeably to fome ar

rangement in contemplation, whereby the proprietors
fhall bear a proportion of the expence, with the pub
lic, if poflible. The Commiflioners think it molt advife-
able to dilcontinue takinganymoredirt outof the docks
for the prefent. If their opinion concurs with that of

the Common Council, they beg that Mr. Hazard

may be direded to take charge of the other objed un

der the immediate diredion of the Commiflioners,

during the time this fervice may be judged neceffary,
and to receive his daily pay from them, which is un-

derftood to be twelve fhillings.

In addition to the places already reprefented in dif

order, the following require the interpofition of the

board.

Peter Goelett's and John Delafield's fide walks,
each fide ofExchange Slip, ought to be made without

delay.

The L. from the Old to the new Albany pier, at

Coenties Slip, wants filling up with gravel or other

lolid materials.
*

The front of Robert Watts's lots facing the River,
Eaft fide of Fly-market Stairs, where the Ferry Houfe

(lands, is in a ftate highly exceptionable, and re

quires confiderable raifing to call off the water.

The Alley leading from Peck Slip, betweenWater

and Pearl Streets, is in a ftate of great nuifance, and

requires filling up, fo as to eaft the water into Peck

Slip. The proprietors are Thomas Ellifon, Samuel
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Farmar, Benjamin Mott, William Minturn, and

others.

James and Catherine flips are alfo in a ftate of great
nuifance. The Commiflioners, though averfe to fiU

ling up flips ( if even it were optional with them) from a

knowledge of their public utility, are at a lofs what

elfe to advife in the prefent cafe, to remedy the evils

that may arife from the condition of thefe two. They
conceive, however, that James's flip, as far as it runs

bare, and Catherine-flip, as far as the North fide ofWa

ter-ftreet, ought to be filled up.

The lower ends of Chamber andMurray-ftreets, on
the North river, are in great diforder, and require re

gulating and filling. The rear of Mr. Straclian's lot,
and Mr. Rhinelander's adjoining it, on Wafliington-
ftreet ; and the lower end of Robinfon-ftreet, from
Greenwich-ftreet to Wafhington-ftfeet, want filling.

The pavement in Front-ftreet, and the fide walks

from the Old flip to Gouverneur's alley, particularly,
are in fuch diforder, that it is impoffible to get them

kept decent and wholefome without repairs. This

leads the Commiflioners to exprefs their regret that

fo little attention has been paid to the ftreets and walks

generally, where fo much is wanted.

I am, &c.

JOHN OOTHOUT, Chairman.

No. 35.

Health-Office, July i ;th 1797.

TO JAMES KENT, .Efquire, Recorder.

(In the abfence of the Mayor.)
Sir,

IT is with regret that the Commiflioners

are compelled to trouble the Common Council fo fi e-
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quently. Their duty, however, obliges them to re«

prefent, without lofs of time, that Burling flip is at pre
fent in a ftate of very alarming nuifance ; and that,
from the conftant accumulation of dead animals, offals
and other perifhable fubflances, which lie putrifying
on the mud and ftagnant water within the Bulk-head,
it is hourly becoming more fo. They, therefore, beg
the Common Council will order that the filling up

(which appears to be fufpended) may go on, and be

fpeedily completed.

They further remark, that the mode of filling this
flip, is fimilar to that obferved laft fummer at the

White-Hall, which, in its confequences, was fo fatal

to the neighbourhood ; and their folicitude with ref-

ped to the objed of their prefent application is height
ened by reflecting that the Yellow-Fever firft made

its appearance the paft year, in this neighbourhood.

1 am, &c.

JOHN OOTHOUT, Chairman.

No. $6.

Health Office, Auguft 19th, 1797.

TO THE MAYOR,

SIR,

REPRESENTATIONS have been

nvide to the Commiflioners, that danger of ficknefs
is apprehended from the unfilled lots, late the proper

ty of Ireland, in the 6th ward. Thefe lots at prefent
contain a great body of ftagnant water, and are

common receptacles of filth and dead animals. The

inclofed lift of names has been furnifhed by one of

the proprietors of this ground, who expreffes an ear*

nefl wifh to fill up immediately*
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Sensible that the exertions of any one willing
individual, will be of little avail in a nuifance of fuch

magnitude, the Commiflioners beg the Common

Council will dired each to do his refpedive part,
without delay.

The Commiflioners take the liberty to remind the

Board, that Mr. Delafield has not yet filled under his

flores at Exchange flip, which they think ought to be

done.

The rear of Robert Bowne's and the late Meffrs.

Bruce's lots, at the foot of Pine-ftreet, are at pre
fent in a ftate of nuifance, being receptacles of rub
bifh and filth of every fort, and require to be dug
out, fo as to be under cover of the water.

I am, refpedfully,
Sir,
Your moft obedient fervant,

JOHN OOIHOUT, Chairman.

Health-Office, New-York, Auguft 2 ifl, 1797.

To the Commiffioners cf the Health-Office.

Gentlemen,

The fhip Shepherdefs, commanded by
Ifaac Iiand, arrived in this harbour yefterday.

Mr. Parker theperfon appointed by the Commif
fioners to infped all veffels arriving in this port from
the fouthward of Cape May, in purfuane of his duty,
hailed the Sheperdefs on her way into port, and en

quired the ftate of health of the crew. They re-
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turned for anfwer, that all was well. Determined,
however, for certain reafons, to obtain more particu
lar information, he boarded her, and made enquiries
of the pilot, William Berwick, and of the mate, with

refped to the health of the people, and was told there

was no fick en board.

At eleven o'clock this morning, I received a writ

ten notification, that a man, fuppofed to be fick of

the yellow fever, was lodged back of No. 30, Pope's
alley, Rutgers' ftreet. I repaired to the place, and
found a Mr. William Mofes, who had, the preced
ing evening, been landed from the fhip Shepher-
defs from Savannah. On examination I found him

in the laft ftage of the yellow fever.

In purfuance of thetruft repofed in me, I went im

mediately, and lodged the neceffary information with

the Alderman of the ward, Mr. Jotham Poft, after

which I proceeded to the fhip, and requefted the maf-

ter, Mr. Ifaac Hand, to place colors m her fhrouds,
remove her from the dock immediately, and bring her
to anchor on the ground affigned for quarantine.

On enquiry, it appeared thatWilliam Berwick, a

pilot, conducted the Shepherdefs into port, and to the

wharf. On being defired by the Captain to remove

her into the ftream, and to the quarantine ground, he

equivocated, hefitated, and behaved otherwife impro
perly.

'After having given diredions as ftated above, I left
the veffel with colors in her fhrouds. Some time af

ter, William Berwick, the pilot, damned the colors,
took a knife from his pocket, and ordered them from

the fhrouds—a boy accordingly took them down.

Two hours after my firft vifit, finding the fhip had

not dropped down to the quarantine ground, I return-
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ed to her, and found the colors lying on deck, and the

fhip laflied to the wharf.

With much refped, I am,

Gentlemen,

Your humble fervant,

R. BAYLEY, Flealth Officer.

Auguft 23d, 1797.

To the Health Officer.

Mr. Akerman reports to me this moment,

that a fick man was yefterday brought by failors in a

coach to a public houfe, bteween Nos. 1 and 3,

Ann-ftreet, kept by Henry Rice, and lodged there,
which has greatly alarmed the neighbourhood.

JOHN OOTHOUT.

Report of the Health Officer.

Rigby, a failor, is the perfon alluded to.—

He belongs to the fhip Atlas, lately arrived in the port
ofNew York from Ireland. His complaint is fever,
attended with fymptoms neither malignant nor other-
wife dangerous or interefting.

R. BAYLEY, Health Officer.

September 6th , 1797.

To the Cotnmtffioners of the Health Office.

Gentlemen,

Not being acquainted what method

is to be purfued in cafes of contagious difeafes, when
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there are no public meetings or places appointed to

receive information concerning them, has been the

caufe of fome hours delay in reporting the cafe of Mr.

Burchill, which I am of opinion, is yellow bilious re

mitting fever, as defcribed by authors, fimilar to what

has prevailed in this and other cities, for this fome

years paft, and is confidered to be contagious. Mr.

Burchill is to be found in Front-ftreet, between Beek-
man and Burling flip.

I am, &c.

ANTHONY L. ANDERSON,

Corner of Pearl and Chatham ftreet.

From the Health Officer to the Commiffioners*

Gentlemen,

On receiving the letter direded to the

Health Commiflioners from Dr. Anderfon, I vifited^

Mr. Burchill agreeably to the fentiments you expreff-
ed on the fubjed.

I found him laboring under fymptoms charade-

rizing a high grade of bilious fever. The late hour

of the night was very unfriendly to a particular exa
mination of the color of his fkin. On repeating my
vifit this morning, his face, neck and cheft, had af

firmed a deep yellow tinge. This circumftance renders

his complaint unequivocally that fpecies of fever ge
nerally denominated Yellow Fever..

Mr. Burchill lives about mid-way on the left hand
fide of Front-ftreet, between Beekman and Burling
flip, nearly oppofite where Mr. Briggs of the houfe off
Knox and Briggs, died early in the fpring of 1796, oP

yellow fever, before that difeafe made its appearance
at White-hall.
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The part of Front-ftreet alluded to,
has been in an

unfinifhed ftate for feveral years pa ft, and is perhaps
as dirty and filthy a fpot as any in the city. It has

been repeatedly reprefented to the Common Coun

cil.

I am, with much refped,
Your moft obedient fervant,

R. BAYLEY, Health Officer.

September 12th, 1797*

Memorandum.—Mr. Jofeph Taylor, No. 158, Fly-
market, reports, that Stephen Kelly, who arrived in

the Bellona, Captain Croker, from Savannah, lies ill

at his houfe.

JOHN OOTHOUT.

Memorandum.—The above being handed to the

Health Officer, he called to fee Kelly, found him ill of

yellow fever, and conveyed him to the hofpital, Bed-
low's Ifland.

Health-Office, September 19, 1797.

(\\ o'clock.)

TO THE HEALTH-OFFICER.

Sir,
Dr. AMASA DINGLEY reports, that Mr.

Havens, of the fhip Hare, from St. Ubes, lies fick of

Yellow Fever, at Mr. Baker's, No. 19, Roofevelt-

flreet, and that he has had no communication with

any of the Southern ports.

JOHN OOTHOUT.
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September 19, 1797.

(2 o'clock.)
Sir,

I HAVE vifited Mr. Havens, at No. 19,

Roofevelt-ftreet. He lies ill of Yellow Fever, as the

letter of Dr. Dingley fpecifies, and mufl die in a few

hours.

I am, &c.

RICHARD BAYLEY, Health-Officer.

Mr. John Oothout, fcfV. ?

Memorandum.—He Died.

New-York, September 23d, 1797.

TO THE COMMISSIONERS.

THE alarming fituation of the inhabitants in

George-ftreet, near the Ship Yards, particularly the

lower part, obliges me to lay their cafe before you,

and entreat yourfpeedy attention to that end of the city,
that the reft of our citizens may not be infeded with

the malignant difeafe, which prevails there at this

time, and which, in all probability, has there origina
ted from the filth and ftagnant water.

The houfes, the lower rooms of which are three or

four feet under ground, are moftly occupied by poor

people ; and fuch numbers are crouded together, that

it is impoffible to keep their apartments in fuch ftate of

cleanlinefs as is requifite for their health. It is need-

lefs to enlarge on the fubjed. I hope, gentlemen,
thefe hints will induce you to take a view of the place,
and be yourfelves witneffes of the general diflrefs.

I remain, with refped,
Yonr moft obedient fervant,

PETER FAUGERES.
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New-Yor1c, September 28, 1797.

To the Commiffioners of the Health-Office.

Gentlemen,

I AM very forry in having occafion to

inform you, that I was this forenoon called to vifit a

gentleman from Norfolk, in Virginia, who is ill of Fe

ver, in the Hotel-Coffee-Houfe.

This young man paffed through Philadelphia on

Sunday laft, was taken unwell yefterday, but was able

to walk out this morning. I found him under pretty

high Fever, accompanied by thofe fymptoms, which,
at this feafon of the year, give fufpicion that it may

affume a more formidable complexion. Finding him

in fuch circumftances, I have attempted the mofl

decifive pradice with him ; and though I confider him

a good deal relieved, I cannot take upon me to fay that
the advantage gained will eventually enfure his recove

ry ; nor is it my province to determine how far it will

be proper to allow him to remain where he is. He «

wifhes much to be permitted to take a chance at his

prefent lodgings, until to-morrow.

I am refpedfully,
Gentlemen,

Your moft humble fervant,

JAMES TILLARY.

October 7th, 1797.

DOCTOR VARICK reports, that captain
Jones, at Mr. James's, eaft Rutgers-ftreet, 2 or 3
doors from Lumber-ftreet, is ill of Bilious remitting
Fever. He arrived from Baltimore laft Monday even

ing.



(59)

October 7th, 1797.

JAMES GREATON reports, that MarJ
M'Donald is ill of Fever, at No. 64, George-ftreet,
and deftitute of the common neceffaries of life.

Memorandum.—She was conveyed to Bedlow's

Ifland.

Oflober 2 1.

Mr. HAZARD, keeper of the gaol inform
ed the Commiflioners, that two failors were fick there ;
and Dr. William M'Intofh certified, that the faid

men, viz. Robert Fall and William Latham were in

the ftage of Typhus, or Yellow-Fever.

Memorandum.—They were removed to Bedlow's

Ifland.

No. 3S.

Health-Office, October 23, 1797.

TO THE MAYOR.

Sir,

When the Commiflioners of the Health

Office entered on the difcharge of the important trufr.

repofed in them, they felt folicitous that nothing fhould

be wanted on their part, to accomplifh the objeds of

their appointment.

With this view, they have frequently been led to

addrefs you, on the fubjed of the numerous nuifances,
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which exifted in various parts of the city ; and they
acknowledge the readinefs with which the Common

Council have interpofed their authority for the remo

val of them. But, tho' much has been done, much

more remains to be done. The objed of the prefent
addrefs is, to call the attention of the board, to a fub

jed which, in the opinion of the Commiflioners, is

of great moment to the future welfare of the citizens.

The experience of the paft fummer and prefent au

tumn, as it regards the operation and effed of thefyf-
tem of cleanlinefs introduced laft fpring, has convinced

the Commiflioners that it is pradicable to a ftill greater
*

extent. That it meets the general approbation of their

fellow-citizens, is a pleafing fad : and, that our exemp
tion from difeafes incident to the feafon, ought, in
fome meafure, to be attributed to it, is acknowledged.
The few cafes of yellow fever which have occured dur-

t

ing the paft fummer, were moftly on the borders of the
eaft river, and originated in fituations where nuifances
continue to exifl.

With thefe impreflions, the Commiflioners beg <

leave to reprefent to the Common Council, the necef-

fity of direding by an ordinance, all the proprietors of
water-lots, efpecially on the Eaft river, to fill them up
with folid materials, fo that the whole extent of ground
already granted, may be completely finifhed by the firft
of May next, at farthefl.

Of whatever magnitude this propofal may at firft

fight appear, in its effeds on the convenience or in-

terefls of individuals, the benefits contemplated are

incalculably great to the city in general : that is, the
removal of thofe caufes which may contribute to aid

the return of peftilential difeafes in the city.

Desirous as the Commiflioners are, that the ex

periment thus far fuccefsfully attempted, of obviating
difeafe by cleanlinefs, may be more fully tried, and
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convinced that the Common Council is difpofed to

concur, in the fame important objed, they have only
further to folicit their ferious attention to this applica
tion, which is made at fo early a period, with a view

to afford ample time for carrying the proprofed regula
tion into complete effed

I have the honor to be,

Sir,
Your moft obedient fervant,

JOHN OOlTIOUr, Chairman.

Bedlow's Man I, Nov. 10th 1797.

To the Commiffioners of the Health-Office.
Gentlemen,

T H E inclofed report contains

a particular account of the number of fick wliich

have been fent to the Hofpital on Bedlow's Ifland, from

Auguft the a^th, the period when I took charge of

that inftitution, to the firft of November, 1797.

After having thus far acquitted myfelf on the

fcore of obligations, my inclination prompts me to

lay before vour Board, fome remarks on the nume

rous inconveniencies which I have had to contend with

during my refidence on the ifland,—inconveniencies

which have not only rendered the fituation of the fick,

in many inftances, very uncomfortable, but have

alfo, greatly contributed to render the medical treat

ment of them lei's certain.

It was early in the fpring difcovered, that the

buildings on the ifland, were very illy calculated for

the accommodation of the fick. The few alterations

and improvements which were made during the feafon,

ferved the purpofe of immediate exigency only, and

were by no means calculated to defend
the fick againft

the inclemencies of the weather, which neceflarily
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take place at this feafon of the year
—inconvenien

cies with which they are at this moment contending.

One building only was intended for the reception
of the fick, which in the courfe of the feafon, was

found incapable of lodging the whole : and altho'

another was fitted for the purpofe, the want of fepa-
rate apartments, made it neceffary to mix together,

perfons of all claffes and .defcriptions, of different

lex, and laboring under different difeafes, and in all

the various ftages of their difeafes.

Nothing is more neceffary in the treatment of the

fick, than that the orders of the Phyfician fhould be

faithfully performed, the better to enable him to ren

der practicable the execution of his objed. Yet fuch

has been the ftate of things, from the mixed and

various employments of the nurfes, as to render it

impoffible in fome inftances, to carry into effed thofe

meafures which fuggefted themfelves to me as neceffa

ry to promote the recovery of the fick.

As a counterbalance of the foregoing fhort unplea-
fant narrative, I fhall proceed to make a few remarks

of a more fatisfadory nature.

The liberal fupply of linen, bedding, &c. &c. &c.
which has been furnifhed for the ufe of this inftitution,
has enabled the attendants to keep the fick in a ftate

of compleat cleanlinefs. The refult has been, that

notwithstanding the many inftances of Yellow-Fever,
which have come under my care fince my refidence

on this ifland, fome of which poffeffing a degree of

malignancy fcarcely to be exceeded, there is no in-

ftance in which the difeafe has been communicated to

nurfes, attendants or vifitors, nor to the boatmen

who have conduded the fick to the ifland.

If from the want of opportunity hitherto, I had

not made up my mind* on the realcharader of the
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Yellow-Fever, I fhould now have no more hefitation

in attending the fick laboring under this difeafe, than
in other entrances of Fever, without fear of receiving
infedion, provided due cleanlinefs and ventilation

were obferved.

lam, with great refped,
Gentlemen,

Your moft obedient fervant,
SAMUEL OSBORN.

From the Health Officer to the Governor

Health Office, Dec. i, 1797.
5 I R,

THE correfpondence which I had the

honor of holding with your Excellency, has been on

a fubjed which yields to none on the fcore of public
utility.

The patient attention and ready afli fiance, which

you have always bellowed upon it, emboldens me to

trouble you on the prefent occafion, and inclines me

to believe, that the vouchers which have been lately
fubmitted to your infpedion, have, as well as others,

extremely interefting to the citizens, received a fliare

of your attention. Feeling myfelf in a fituation of

great refponfibility as it relates to the health of the city,
it appears to me that I cannot be too particular in de

tails which fix the public attention, by adducing
fads calculated, at once, to deted error and eftablifli
truth.

The firft reprefentation that was made by the Com
miflioners of the Health Office, to the Common

Council of this city on the fubjed of nuifances^ was in

the latter part of March, 1797. ^ *s to ^e obferved,
that thefe nuifances were found too numerous to be

all removed in one feafon. The Common Council,.
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therefore, iffued their ordinances for the removal of

thofe only which were conceived to be of the greateft

magnitude. And while individuals were employed in

fulfilling the orders of the Magiftrates, the Commifli

oners divided the city into diftrids, to each of which

a fuperintendant, and afuitable number of fcavengers
were appointed, who engaged to fee that their relpec-
tive diftrids were fvvept and properly cleanfed twice

in each week. By means of thefe arrangements, the

moft falutary effeds were produced, infomuch that

it has fince been a common remark, that the city,
during the laft fummer, has generally been free from

thofe difagreeable effluvia, which before, efpeciallyin
particular fituations, rendered the air almoft unfit for

refpiration. To thefe regulations may fairly be af-

cribed in a great degree the univerfal health of the in

habitants during the iickly feafon.

The firft communication that w-as made to the Com

miflioners on the appearance of malignant fever in this

city, was by letter from Dr. Andeifon, dated Sep
tember the 6th. This letter was followed by others of

afimilar nature from different gentlemen of the facul

ty. The meafures which were in confequence purfu
ed, were fuch as were judged beft calculated for the

recovery of the fick, and the fafety of their attendants.

If, on examination, the fick were found accom

modated in fuch a manner, as to allow of due clean

linefs and good air, they were fuffered to remain v. ith

their friends ;
—on the contrary, if they were in croud

ed and confined habitations, where ventilation was

impradicable, it was thought expedient to remove

them from the city. Here it is worthy of remark,
that the inftances of malignant fever which occurred

in different parts of the city, had their origin in the

neighbourhood of a nuifance, which had been report
ed to the Corporation early in the feafon.

On the 23d of September, a letter was addreffed
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to the Commiflioners from Dr. Faugeres, reprefenting
that the people in George ftreet were fickening. The

Commiflioners, in confequence, were led to inquire
what were the probable caufes of difeafe in that quar
ter. On examination it was found that the houles in

that part of the ftreet where the fever prevailed, were

compofed of fmall apartments, with cellars eight and
ten feet under ground. In thefe were crouded toge
ther people of a defcription truly unfortunate, whofe

circumftances and manners expofed them to all the

difeafes incident to poverty and intemperance. To this

unfailing fource of the caufe of malignant fever, was

added the manufadory of a Skinner in the fame ftreet,
the emptying of whofe vats threw fuch a quantity of
noxious vapours into the atmofphere, as proved a

great annoyance to the whole neighbourhood. On

the 20th of September there were eleven perfons fick

within fixty yards of each other, in George ftreet, five
of whom died in twenty-four hours after I had made

my firft vifit, at the requeft of the Commiflioners.—

The meafures which were adopted in this inftance,
were to bury the dead without any unneceffary delay—

to caufe the rooms of the fick to be thoroughly cleanf-

ed, ventilated and white-wafhed, and the attention of

cleanfing and ventilating was alfo paid to the bedding
and clothes of the deceaied. Lime was alfo furnifhed

for the ufe of the indigent in the neighbourhood, whofe
families had not fuifered from difeafe. By thefe means

your Excellency may be affured, that the retult was

gratifying to the fineft feelings of humanity. In the

courfe of a few days, the people ofGeorge ftreet were
delivered from a calamity which threatened foon to be

come extenfive, and were reftored to as healthy a ftate

as ufual.

In the courfe of the feafon it happened that feveral

perfons were feized with fever, who had but a fhort

time previous, arrived from Philadelphia. 'Fhe con-

dud of the Commiilioners was on thefe occafions fi-

milar to that which they obferved with refpeci t-j our
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©wn citizens. If they found the fick fo fituated as ta

enjoy all the advantages of cleanlinefs and good air,

they were left under the management of their refpec-
tive friends and Phyficians : if otherwife, they were

removed from the city. Flence, in all human proba

bility, it happened, that there was no inftance of com

municated infedion. This was particularly remark

able in the cafes of Meffrs. Suydam, Havens, Burch

ill and others, with whom the intercourfe of friends

was never reftrained ; and though their difeafes were

diftindly marked, and of the moft violent type, yet

they were not communicated.

After engaging your Excellency's attention to the
occurrences which took place in the city, it will not,

I hope, be deemed a trefpafs on your time, to requeft
it for a moment to thofe which occurred on Bedlow's

Ifland.

The Commiflioners having ufed every means with

in their power, to guard the city againft the fpreading.
of malignant fever, turned their attention to the Lar

zaretto, in order to afcertain to what degree of hazard
thofe were expofed, who were employed in removing
the fick from the city, and from the different veffels,.
fo the Ifland. To this end, the number of men em

ployed (during the feafon) was limited to 8. Thefe-

men, though often obliged neceflarily to and lift carry
the fick, fuffered not, in the fmalleft degree, from
their occupation.

In the Hofpital, there were eleven perfons employ-
ed as nurfes, attendants, &c. among all thefe, there

was not one inftance of Fever. Mr. Ofborne, Sur

geon to the garrifon on Governor's Ifland, was pre
vailed upon to attend the fick on Bedlow's ifland, for

a certain period ; and in a letter which he addreffed

to the Com.miffioners on his refigning his employment:
there, (which is tranfmitted for your Excellency's
perufal) he gives a particular account of the ftate of
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the Hofpital, and expreffes much fatis/adion at fee

ing the good effeds which cleanlinefs and ventilation

had afforded it.

If there needed any other confirmation than what

has occurred through the feafon, and happened with

in the knowledge of the Commiflioners, it may be

found in the following fads :

Mr. Case, of Newburgh in this ftate, and his

comrade, were fent to the Hofpital from the fhip

Margaret, captain Bebee, both fick of the Yellow-

Fever. As foon as the fituation of Mr. Cafe was

made known to his friends, his mother and brother

haftened to fee him. Mrs. Cafe and her fon were un

limited in their intercourfe with their fick relation ;

and Mrs. Cafe remained with him, and performed all

the duties of an affedionate mother and tender nurfe,
to the moment of his death, which happened on the

fixth day of his illnefs. His comrade recovered.—

Mr. Cafe, before his death, was as yellow as an

orange ; but neither the mother nor brother experi
enced the leaft indifpofition in confequence of their

vifit to the Hofpital.

Two men were, from certain circumftances, re

ceived into the Hofpital, with fradured legs—they re

mained in the fame apartment with thofe ill of Yel

low-Fever, and neither of them took the difeafe.

These fads are from my own knowlodge; and

impreffed as I truly am with their importance, and

particularly with the inferences which may be drawn

from them, I cannot be too earneft in my attempts'
<o imprefs them npon your Excellency.

It is at all times an arduous undertaking to con

quer prejudices ; and it is commonly an unthankful

office to redify abufes which compel men to draw

money from their pockets. The city of New-York,
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which offers to its merchants the fineft profpeds of

wealth, and to all its inhabitants the more pleafing
one of health, if properly attended to, fhould be put
in a fituation which would render it capable of real

izing both. The expence of doing this, is unworthy
of notice, compared to the end when attained ;

—

nay, the very expence is but another means of en

hancing the value of property, as well as of fecuring
the comforts of life. The legiflature then, in ninety
feven, have been commendably employed in fandion-

ing a fyftem, which if completed, muft be attended

with effeds incalculably beneficial.

Permit me to repeat, that as I have perfonally
known all the fads previoully flated, as well with re

gard to the city as Lazaretto, and as I have perfonally
conduded the operations of the Health-Office, I can

vouch for their truth, and confider myfelf accountable
for them.

Being extremely defirous, as far as it is in my pow
er, to render the eftablifhment of the Health-Office, a
real good to the people, I moft heartily join the Com

miffioners in entreating your Excellency to make fuch

a reprefentation to the Legiflature, as you may judge
proper on this important fubjed.

You have been from time to time

informed by the Commiffioners of the laft and of

the prefent year, of the' very unfit condition of the

buildings on Bedlow's Ifland, to anfwer the purpofes of
a Lazaretto. I fhall, therefore, only add, that there is
the moft preffing neceflity for fixing the fpot on which
fuitable and permanent buildings may be ereded, fo
that the inftitution may be rendered as complete and
ufeful as poffible, before the enfuing feafon.

I will take my leave, by remarking to your Ex

cellency, that the ready afiiftance which the Health

Commiflioners received from the Common Council,

%
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in the execution of their feveral duties, greatly con

tributed to promote the meafures of the Health Of,
fice.

I am, with entire refped,
Sir,

Your Excellency's
Moft humble fervant,

RICHARD BAYLEY.

TConclufion of Correfpondence for 1797.]



Extracts

FROM THE

CORRESPONDENCE of 1798.

No. 44.

Health-Office,

New-York, April 2d,- 1798.

TO THE MAYOR.

SIR,

THE Commiffioners inclofe for the

confideration of the Common Council, a memorial

from the inhabitants in the vicinity of the Common

Sewer, at the lc-wer end of Broad-ftreet, complaining
of it as a nuifance fcarcely to be borne in hot weather.

The Commiflioners are convinced that this is a well-

founded complaint, and ought to be remedied with

out delay ; and they moft cheerfully offer their aid in

any meafure the Common Council fhall deem proper,
to relieve the petitioners.

The Commiffioners take the liberty to remind the

board of the neceffity of compelling the inhabitants of

the city generally, to mend their ftreets and fide-walks.

It will be almoft impoffible to keep them in decent or

der, without—and if it is deemed neceffary to defig-
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nate the particular places that require repairs, or ac

company the Alderman of each ward in a review7, they
are ready to do either, on the firft intimation.

I am, Sir,
Your moft humble fervant,

JOHN OOTHOUT, Chairman.

No. 48.

Health Office, May 20, 1798.

To John Jacob Larffing, Ifa. Sheriff.

%SlR,

A representation has been made

to the Commiffioners, that the prefent ftate of the jail

yard is exceptionnbic-—in confequeo.ee cfwhich, they,
together with the Health Officer, vffited it tl is morn-

iri;1, and are of opinion, that removing the rubbifh

daily, and keepirg it as clean as poffible hereafter,
will not only conduce very greatly to the health and

conveni -nee of the family as well as the prisoners, but
tend to prevent any bad effeds upon the. inhabitants in

its vicinity, from an accumulation of cilenfive objeds
in the approaching warm feafon.

They are ab'b of opinion, th 0 1 if the walls of the

different apartments, were repeatedly white-walked, it

would purify the air of the prifon, and render it more
wholefome.

The Commiffi oners, therefore, beg leave to call

your attention to this interefting objed ; and truft,
that immediate meafures will be taken to preclude the

danger apprehend ed.

T
I am, Sic.

JOHN OOTHOUT, Chairman.
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No. 50.

Health-Office, May 7th, 1798.

^Delivered to Alderman Gabriel Furman. ~\

Various objeds noticed by the Committee of the Cor

poration, and the Commiflioners of the Flcalth-

Office, this morning, viz.
—

John Jacob Aftor's and the adjacent vacant lor, and
Thomas Brown's Blackfmith fhop, Front-ftreet, are in
a ftate of perfed nuifance, and require filling up at leaft

upon a range with the rear of the adjoining buildings.

The whole fide walk from Coenties to the Old-

flip, South fide of Front-ftreet, requires to be renew

ed.

The head of Coffee-Houfe-flip wants clearing out

with the machine ; and the Eaft fide, from Front-

ftreet to the end of the wharf, to be paved.

The rear of Thomas Marfton's lot, next to Mrs.

Bruce's, fliould be filled, and Mrs. Bruce's made level

with Pine-ftreet, and both fo defcending as to eaft the

water into the Eaft river—within 14 days.

The rear of Robert Bowne and Thomas Eddy's
lots, Eaft of Pine-ftreet, to be filled by the fame period.
The pavement in front of their ftores is funken, and
wants raifing and repair.

The ftreet and fide walks in front of Carey Lud
low's and William Byron's houfes, are funken, and,
want raifing and new paving.

The alley and rear of George Codwife's and

George Bowne's lots, Front-ftreet, fhould be filled

and paved within 14 days—alfo, their alley, (Front-
ftreet) on the dock.
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The Eaft fide of Beekman-flip, in front ofMr. Ro

gers's ftores, to the Bridge, wants paving.

Simon Schermerhorn's alley, between Capt. Mot

ley's and the corner of Beekman-flip (Front-ftreet)
fliould be filled up with gravel.

Under Jofhua UnderhilPs ftore, Front-ftreet, next
to Crane wharf, wants fiiiiiif.

The lower end of Walton's alley, above Peck-flip,
from Water-ftreet to Front-ftreet, wants raifing.

The lower end of Archibald Gracie's and Samuel

Ackerly's new wharf, fhould be filled up and finifhed.

it is also necessary,

To pave Water-ftreet, between James and Catha

rine-flips, and South ofCatharine flip, from the pave
ment to the bridge—to run abulk head acrofs Catha

rine-flip, on a range with the South fide of Water-

ftreet, Weft of the flip—to pave George-ftreet from
the North fide ofLombard-ftreet, to the dock on Cher-
1 y-ftreet—and, level above Lombard-ftreet, with gra
vel.

JOHN OOTHOUT, Chairman.

No. 54.

Health-Office, May 21ft, 1798.

TO THE RECORDER.

(In the abfcnee of the Mayor.)

Sir,
I take the liberty to hand you the in

clofed reprefentation from the inhabitants in the neigh-
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bourhood of the New flip, for the confideration of the
Common Council ; and have only to cbferve, that the

Commiffioners who lately examined this flip, did not

hefitate to pronounce it in a ftate of nuifance. Howe

ver averfe they may be to recommend the filling up of

any one, from a knowledge of their great public uti

lity, they are at a lofs what other meafure to fuggeft
for obviating the danger feared, and quieting the a-

larms of the people in its vicinity. In a letter of the

26th of June laft, this flip was reprefcnted by the Com
miflioners as in a ftate of nuifance.

I am, Szc.

JOHN OOTHOUT, Chairman.

No. 58.

Health-Office, jane 23d, 1793.

TO THE MAYOR.

Sir,
THE Commiiuoners received the inclofed

reprefentation of Catherine flip, a few days ago.
—

They find it a receptacle of all kinds of filth, and,
from its fituation, mufl daily become more offenfive.

They, therefore, think it their duty to apprize the

Common Council, that this cafe will require their

authority and interpofition.

The Commiffioners alfo inform the Board, that

Thomas Marfton has totally negleded to fill the rear

of his lot, next to the eftate of Robert and Peter

Bruce, agreeable to the ordinance of Common Coun

cil ; and that it flill remains in the fituation it was

when laft reported.

They alfo inform the Board, that Mr. Delafield
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has only partially complied whh the order for filling
under and in rear of his ftores at Exchange flip.

I am, &c.

JOHN OOTHOUT, Chairman.

No. 61.

Health-Office, Auguft 6th, 1798.

TO THE MAYOR.

S I R,

THE unfinifhed fituation of the docks

in Front-ftreet, between Coenties and the Old flip,
generally, was, in the opinion of the Commiffioners

of the Health Office, a fource of difeafe in that neigh
bourhood laft year, and occafioned the death of feve

ral valuable citizens. At that period it became a

fubjed of remonftrance to the Common Council.

The Commiffioners cannot fufiicientiy regret, that

they have reafon to renew their remonftrances on

this fubjed, and that its prefent fituation i s likely to
be produdive of ftill greater evils than thofe of laft

year.

Several perfons have fickened in the neighbour
hood of thefe imfioifhed grounds within a week, and
with fymptoms ftrikingly charaderiftic of Yellow-

Fever.

If the Common Council think proper to appoint
two of their members, the Coiniuiinoiiers will meet
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them early to-morrow morning, to concert meafures

adapted to the exigency of the cafe.

I am, refpedfully,
Sir,

Your moft obedient fervant,

RICHARD BAYLEY, Health-Officcr.

No. 176.

Health-Office, Auguft 10th, 1798.

To his Excellency, Governor Jay.

S I R,
IT has been rumoured that the Yellow-

Fever had made its appearance in town. It therefore

feems proper that the Commiffioners give your Excel

lency the earlieft information of the fads which, in

their opinion, have led to it.

In the fpring of laft year, the Commiflioners, in

one of their reports to the Common Council, remark

ed that the whole eaft fide of Front-ftreet, from Coen-

ties to the Old flip, was in an unfinifhed and otherwife

exceptionable ftate; and that their interpofitionwas ne-

ceffiry to prevent the evils which, in hot weather,might
refuit from it. Some difficulty arofe at the time, which

fufpended the reforms contemplated. A few folitary
cafes of violent fever and death occurred in the vicini

ty of that ground, in the courfe of laft fummer, which

the Health-Officer and Commiffioners have no doubt

originated from the caufes reprefented*

They expreffed the fame apprehenfions in fome of

their fubfequent reports to the Common Council ; but

fortunately nothing like a fever of a particular kind,
has manifefted itfelf in the whole city till within a few
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days. Several inhabitants in the neighbourhood of
thefe docks and open lots (which are yet receptacles of

filth, dirt and carrion) have been attacked, all with

fimilar complaints, and, we have no doubt, from the

caufes before enumerated, foe greater part, howe

ver, are recovered or convalefcent. The reft of the

city is healthy. The Common Council have now tak

en fuch meafures as, we hope, will remedy the evils ap

prehended from thofe fources, for the prefent.

I have the honor to be,

Sir,
Your moft obedient fervant,

JOHN OOTHOUT, Chairman.

No. 6-^.

Health Office, Auguft 13, 1798.

To Meffrs. Robert and S. Bowne,and thirteen others

holders offaked Provifion.

(CIRCULAR.)

Gentlemen,

The Commiflioners are informed that

quantities of putrid or fpoiled Beef are now ftored in

different cellars of Pearl-ftreet, and that the fmell is

very offenfive to the neighbours. Thefe fads are tak

en for granted ; and as you have hitherto been in the

pradice of receiving faked provifions from your coun

try friends, and may poflibly have a flock on hand,
the Commiflioners fuggeft to you the propriety of hav

ing it examined by your packer, and of removing
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from town fuch as may be found fpoiled or unmer

chantable.

With much refped, I am,

Gentlemen,

Your humble fervant,

JOHN OOTHOUT, Chairman.

No. 71.

Health-Office, Auguft 22d, 179S.

Mr. Newton, Builder.

Sir,
The Commiffioners of the Health-

Office are informed, that you are preparing to build

for Mr. Marfton, and that his dock, next to Mr. Kip's
new ftore, is breaking up for that purpofe. They
now inform you of fick people in every one of Mrs,

Bruce's houfes, from Water-ftreet to the foot ofPine-

ftreet ; and that inftead of arrefting the progrefs of the
difeafe by covering the great mafs of filth and cor

ruption on Bruce and Marfton's lots, with whole

fome earth or gravel, you will, by expofing a greater
furface of impurities, confifting ofunwholefome earth
and decayed timber, to the influence of the fun, ne-

cefiarily increafe the body of foul air in that neighbour
hood.

The Commiffioners therefore forbid you to proceed
in breaking up the old dock, until the other is filled

agreeably to the ordinance of the Common Council.

I am, &c.

JOHN OOTHOUT.



(79)

No. 70..

Health-Offi:ej Auguft 20th,- 1793-

TO THE MAYOR.

SIR,

The Commiffioners, in difcharge of their

duty, inform the Common Council, that the greatr
mafs of filth at the head of Cuyler's and Aftor's lots,.

between Coenti-.-s and the Old flip, in Front ftreet, is*

covered—that the operation is piogrefling
—and that

the ficknefs in that neighbourhood, has nearly fubfid

ed.

They are forry to inform the board, that the dif

eafe, which occurred at the New flip and in its vicinity,
has not fo fortunately terminated. Nine perfons are

reported to have died there—five to be ftill fick—and

nine or ten recovered, or removed into the country.

Every thing which prudence fuggelteo, or exertion

could perform for the indigent, has been-done in the

courfe of the laft week, and at as moderate an expence.

as poflible to the public.

The uncommon large body ofwater on Lifpenard's
meadow, north of his houfe, has fubfided only about

ten inches fince the rains on Tuelday laft, by the or

dinary drain. It is the opinion of the Health Officer,
that as foon as thsfurlaceof themeadow gets expofed to

the influence of the fun, the exhalations arifing from ■

it, viil generate difeafe in that neighbourhood. He

therefore recommends a more fudden draining of it..

The Commiflioners have no doubt but the board will

take fuch order on this fubjed, as the exigency may

require.

A number of the inhabitants have frequently ex-

preffed a wifli, that carts might be employed to take •

up the garbage and other offuls, which, by Handing itv
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confined places, from one fweeping day to another,

become exceedingly offenfive. The Commiffioners

have refleded more ferioufly on this fubjed, fince the

great heats fet in, and believe it would be advifeable

to remove them every Monday, Ihurfday and Satur

day. They find that fome of the Scavengers will per

form this fervice by the day. If the board approve of

an experiment, the Commiflioners will agree with five

men for the days above-mentioned till the laft of Sep

tember, as cheap as pofiible. They do not exp^d to

exceed 1 2s. per day for each.

lam, &c.

JOHN OOTHOUT, Chairman.

No. 74.

Health-Office, Auguft 28, 1798.

TO THE GOVERNOR.

S I R,
I N our laft of the tenth inft. we ftated

to your Excellency, that a difeafe had appeared in

Front-ftreet, between Coenties and the Old-flip. We

are happy to fay it has fince entirely fubfided, and
that the perfons who had fickened, are all recovered.

It would give us much pleafure to announce that

no cafe of apprehenfion had fince arifen ; but, unhap
pily, about that period, fome cafes of ficknefs occur

red at the New-flip, eaft of Dover-ftreet—the r6th
inft. at the foot of Pine-ftreet, weft of the Fly-
market—and about the 20th inft. at the lower end
of John and Cliff-ftreets ;

—at which places, but par
ticularly the latter, it is attended with confiderable

mortality. -Individual cafes have alfo appeared in

different parts of the town, principally in unventila-

ted fituations.
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We thought it our duty to ftate thefe fads to your

Excellency, and have the honor to be,

Sir,
Your moft obedient fervant,

JOHN OOTHOUT, Chairman.

No. 76.

Health-Office, Auguft 30, 1798.

To Philip Fulkertson,

S I R,
THE Commiflioners requeft that you

will attend at every ftore and cellar where falted pro-
vifions are depofited, and fee that whatever is con

demned, by the infpedors, as fpoiled, be fent out of

town, or into the flream of the river, at fuch diftance

from fhore, asyou fhall judge confiftent with the fafety
of the town.

The Commiffioners are informed, that thegoodnefs
of provifions can be afcertained with great certainty,
by only boring into the barrel with a gimblet. This

they take for granted—You will therefore not fuffer

it to be tried in any other way.
—Do not be fparing

in the ufe of quick lime, where you find the cellars

offenfive.

I am, &c.

JOHN OOTHOUT.

Health-Office, September 5th, 1798.

To MelTis. Thomas Pearfall and Son.

Gentlemen,
THE Commiffioners again beg

4$^
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you will employ a packer to examine your faked pro-

vifions. This may be done by boring a fmall hole

in each barrel, in the cellar or ftore where it lies ;

and whatever is found damaged, you will pleafe to

have removed out of town, without further delay.

lam, &c.

JOHN OOTHOUT.

The above letter was alfo fent to three other hold

ers of provifions.

Health-Office,

September 14, 1 70 3.

Mr. Thomas Pearfall.

Dear Sir,
I HAVE received your favour of the 7th

inft. and am forry to inform you, that heavy com

plaints are continually made to us againft thefmell of

putrid falted provifions, generally. There is no doubt

but it is daily becoming worfe. To continue fuch

maffes of animal putrefadion in town, which the

Phyficians agree is a confiderable caufe of extending
the exifting calamity, would be an unpardonable ne-

gled.

The Commiffioners, therefore, beg you will in

form them by the bearer, at what places yours are

ftored, the quantity on hand, and finally, that you
will give them immediate and explicit information

where to have it fent, under the diredion of fuch

perfon as you may order to take charge of it.

Cannot you find fome place along the eaft river

i

>*%
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to ftore it ? This would greatly facilitate its removal

by boats.

I am, &c.

JOHN OOTHOUT, Chairman,

Health-Office, September 15th, 1798.

GABRIEL FURMAN, Esq.

Chairman of the Health-Committee.

S I R,

O N the 13th Auguft, the Commiflion

ers recommended, in the ftrongeft terms, to fuch

holders of faked provifions in Pearl and other ftreets,
as they were informed of, to examine them ; and to

remove out of town, or eaft into the ftream of the

river, whatever was found unmerchantable or fpoil
ed. Similar requefts in writing were immediately
made to fuch other holders of provifion as came to

their knowledge on any fubfequent days. Mr. Ful-

kertfon was employed, to attend to the prompt exe

cution of this important objed. Inclofed is a lift of

proprietors who have willingly complied—alfo a lift

of fuch cellars, the proprietors of which are out of

town, and which cannot be examined, nor the pro

vifions removed by their confent. The Commiffion

ers therefore fubmit to the ferious confideration of the

Magiftrates, what meafures, with refped to the lat

ter, will be moft proper in the prefent emergency.

They inclofe Mr. Pearfall's letters on the fubjed for

perufal.

I am, &c.

JOHN OOTHOUT, Chairman,*
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Health-Office, September 18th, 1798.

GABRIEL FURMAN, Esq.

S I R,
ON a reprefentation from the keeper of

the gaol this morning, that a black man was ill of

fever there, Dr. Anderfon was requefted to vifit him.

Inclofed is his report. As theCommiffioners do not

conceive themfelves authorized to remove prifoners,

they beg leave to refer the cafe to the Magiflracy.

JACOB ABRAMSE,

C. H. O.

Health Office, September 22, 1798.

Mr. THOMAS PEARSALL.

Refpecled Friend,

THE removal of all fpoiled pro
vifions from town, is now become indifpenfibly necef

fary, for the prefrrvation of the lives of our remaining
fellow-citizens, independent of the continual clamours

againft the offenfive fmells arifing from it.

You are therefore required to appoint a perfon to

open your cellars, as well as that of the houfe ofPear-

fall and Pell, containing faked provifions, on Monday
morning the 24th inft. for the purpofe of having the

whole infpeded, and whatever may be found fpoiled,
removed out of town, to fuch place as you may dired.

This important bufinefs mufl not be delayed beyond
the time limited—If it is, our duty will compel us to

proceed immediately after, agreeable to the diredions

he law paffed the 30th of March laft.
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The Commiffioners, therefore, befeech you to pre

vent this difagreeable extremity. Mr. Honfon, the

infpedor, has examined feveral parcels. His mode of

trying, is by boring into the cafk with a fmall gimblet.
If good, it remains in the cellar—if bad, he calls it in

to the ftream of the river.

If you cannot provide a perfon to undertake thisbu-

finefs, the Commiffioners of the Health-Office will, at

your expence, engage Mr. Honfon, and Mr. Fulkert-

fon, a conftable, to accomplifh it, on receiving your in-
ftrudions for that purpofe.

Your anfwer is requefted by the bearer.

I am, Sir,
Your affured friend,

JOHN OOTHOUT, Chairman.

Health-Office, September 23d, 1798.

This morning a letter was received

from Mr. Thomas Pearfall, without date, in reply to

that of Commiffioners of 2 2d. Inclofed was one for

John A. Honfon, packer of provifions,which was de

livered him, and is in the words following :—

Refpecled Friend,

I am requefted by the Chairman of the

Commiflioners of theHealth-Office,to have all the fak

ed provifions belonging to our houfe, and Pearfall

and Pell's, examined by boring a hole in each cafk.

As the Chairman has mentioned thy name as having
examined a confiderable quantity of provifions, it is

very agreeable to me, and my wifh that thou fhould ex

amine all the provifions I am interefted in. I will,

therefore, thank thee to undertake it as foon a pofli-

i
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ble. I alfo requeft thou wilt get fufficient affiftance to

put it up again in good order. If there fhould be any

provifions fpoiled, take down the marks ; and where

there are no marks, take down the brand, and keep
the marks of ours and Pearfall and Pell's feparate.—

If any pork fliould be condemned, I will have that

cartee here, if agreeable to the Commiffioners.

I am thy friend,
THOMAS PEARSALL.

P. S. Thomas Pearfall and Co.'s provifions are

principally in ThomasBurling's cellar—fome in Rofs's

cellar in John ftreet. Pearfall and Pell's provifions
are in a cellar in John ftreet—I believe Afhe's. Z. Sic

kles has the key ofBurling's cellar. The reft of the

keys cannot be come at—they muft therefore be bro

ken open and locked again. Thomas Smith, Black-

fmith, in Dey-ftreet is my Smith, ifwanted.

The following was written Mr. Pearfall, in confequence

of his letter to Mr. Honfon, forbidding him to pro

ceed in the examination of his provifions :

Health-Office,

New-York, September 27th, 179?.

Mr. THOMAS PEARSALL.

Refpeeled Friend,

YOUR favor of the 26th inft. has been

received, and that inclofed handed Mr. Honfon.

He affures us that agreeably to your inftrudions,

^^very cafk in Rofs's cellar, J»o. 03, John-ftreet, w;:s

firftJ^ored, and that he found a number good, which
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remain in the cellar ; but the fpoiled he has taken on

board a veffel to examine, a . ! when finifhed, he will

replace them in the cellar. This is going on as expe-

peditioufly, and, we believe, as well as pofiible.

We have invariably attended to your intereft in this

bufinefs, and have no reafon to think Mr. Honfon is

influenced by any other motive. If, however, there

is any other packer whom you prefer, we can have no

objection to his being employed ; as Mr. Honfon was

propofed merely becaufe he was in town, and had been

in the conftant pradice of examining provifions for
different Merchants.

We are told that provifions have been improperly
condemned and deftroyed by barely boring

—it, there

fore, is certainly moft for your intereft, and beft, to ex

amine it in the manner pradifed by Mr. Honfon.

In confequence, however, of your orders, we have

advifed him to call on you, and explain all his pro

ceedings. We have only to add, that the whole mufl
be forthwith examined, and the bad removed from

town. We fhould be extremely forry to be compell
ed to have it taken out and fent you.

I am, &c.

JOHN OOTHOUT, Chairman.

Health-Office, September 29th, 1798..

Meffrs. James and Gilbert WoodhulL

Gentlemen,

Complaints have been made of

a moft offenfive fmell ilfuing from the cellar of th
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houfe No. 61, John- ftreet, containing provifions.—

We are told it has been opened for the purpofe of air

ing ; but, as the effeds of it are faid to already have

been ferious, its remaining there longer is now dreaded.

The Commiflioners think it fhould be examined with

out delay. The bearer, Mr. John A. Honson, has

lately been much engaged in fuch bufinefs. He is at

prefent, we believe, the only infpedor in town. We

mention him to you, and think he will do ample juf-
tice. The fpoiled mufl be fent out of town at all

events,

I am, &c.

JOHN OOTHOUT, Chairman.

Extracl of a letterfrom the Commiffioners of the Health

Office% to his Excellency, Governor Jay, dated

December n, 1798.

" THAT the Fever received additional malig
nancy from the fpoiled provifions ftored in town, the

Commiffioners will admit ; but they poffefs evidence

fufiicientiy ftrong to induce them to believe, that it

arofe from other caufes—namely, decayed docks, foul
flips, lengthy fewers, and generally, the new-made,
funken and unfinifhed grounds on the eaft river ; and

that the foul air of fpoiled beef, pork, and fifh, which
is the worft of the three, as well as every other im

purity, ferved only to encreafe the poifon of the at-

mofphere, and extend its deftrudive influence :—for,
in feveral ftreets, leading from thofe fources (and
where no provifions were ftored) the Fever appeared
firft, and, in its effeds, proved equally mortal.

^
Under thefe impreffions, the Commiflioners fear,
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that until great reformations take pi ace with refped to

the fources mentioned, there will be no fecurity againft
a fimilar fcourge, whenever the heat and moiflure of

the air, fhall prove equally favourable to bring the

hidden feeds of peftilence into adion."

Health Office,
December 15th, 1798.

S I R,

THE Commiflioners will thank you to

inform them, whether any inftances of infedion oc

curred among the attendants at Bellevue Hofpital,
during your refidence at that place :—and if there

did, be fo good as to mention the cafes ; the circum

ftances which, in your opinion gave rife to them ; and

in particular, the caufe to which your attack is to be

attributed.

I am,

Sir,
Your moft obedient fervant,

JOHN OOTHOUT, Chairman.

Dr. Isaac S. Douglass, ")

Medical attendant at Bellevue. \

New-York, December 17th, 1798.

SIR,
AS it is the requeft of the Commiffi

oners of the Health Office, that I fhould inform them
of the ftate of Bellevue Hofpital during my refidence

there ; as alfo, point out particularly the fource from

whence I fuppofed the fever with which I was fo vio

lently attacked, arofe, I think it my duty to ftate to

them a few circumftances, and explain the manner in

which I conceive my difeafe to have originated*

I;
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Mv attendance commenced on the 12th of June
laft. From that period, to the 1 4th of November,
there were admitted into the Hofpital, 389 patients,
of which number perhaps three fourths were fick

with peftilential fevers. The nurfes employed during
the fame period, were 16 in number. The Health

Office boatmen, who were in the habit of bringing
the fick to the Hofpital, as well from the city as fhip-
ping, were accuftomed to enter the Hofpital at all

times, and aflift in placing as well as removing the

fick from room to room. The number of Wafher-

women during the feafon, was 7. Several perfons
were alfo conftantly employed in cooking, preferving
cleanlinefs, and burying the dead. There were, be-

fides, tranfient people, near relations of the fick, who

were permitted by the Commiffioners to vifit occafion-

ally. Several perfons accompanied their friends to

Bellevue, ftaid with them, and nurfed them during
their illnefs. Under all thefe circumftances, to my

knowledge, there happened no inftance of inftdion,
altho' an opinion has been adopted by many, that my
ficknefs, whilft refiding at Bellevue Hofpital, arofe

from infedion, imbibed at that place.

To what caufe, then, is to be attributed the Fever

with which I was feized at Bellevue on the 5th of

Odober ?

Having occafion to vifit my friends in New-York,
three days previous to my illnefs, and having unfor

tunately flept in an highly infeded part of the city, no
doubt can exift with me, but it arofe from that caufe.

In making the declaration, I mufl remark to you, that

the fituation of the medical attendants at Bellevue,was

by no means a propitious one. Before the new

buildings were ereded for the acommodation of the

fick, the Phyfician's room, (the only one they had)
was literally fur rounded by them. The room adjoin
ing,—the front and back piazas—(he hall—the rooms

in the fecond ftory—a room in the cellar
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that had been ufed for a kitchen, all contained fick.

—They were, likewife, placed in feveral Chinefe

fummer houfes, in the fmall fpace between the main-

houfe and the eaft river ; and in the building ereded

for the purpofe of a bathing-houfe. A large canvafs

was alfo ereded (for wan*: of a more convenient place)
underthe windows of the fouth-weft part of the houfe,
for the reception of the dying and the dead. I add,

Sir, that under all the difadvantages enumerated, I

know of no inftance where infedion refulted.

Permit me to conclude, by exprefling the thanks
due to the polite and humane attention of the Com

miffioners to myfelf, and to the fick in general ; and I

feel a pride in acknowledging, that to them—the ge
nerous and perfevering exertions.of my preceptor, Dr.
Richard Bayley, and the interpofition of a kind

Providence, I am indebted for my life.

With the greateft refped,
I am, Sir,

Your moft obedient and

Hooio'e fervant,
ISAAC S. DOUGLASS.

John Oothout, Efq. 7
C. C. II. Office. $

To the Common Council of the city of New-Tork.

Health-OiT.ee, December 4th, 1798.

Gentlemen,

IN addition to the fads which are con

tained in the correfpondence between the Health Com
miffioners and the Common Council for the year 1798,
I fhall offer to your confideration a few remarks upon
the origin and progrefs of the peftilential difeafe whicjjflfc^
has lately prevailed in this city j and in order to eor-
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roborate what I may advance, I fhall, in the firft place
take a retrofped of events which have annually taken

place in this city during the warm months fince the

year 1795.

According to the records of the Flealth Office,
the Yellow Fever appeared in 1796 at White-hall, at

the foot of Pine-ftreef, at Burling-flip, aud in the

neighbourhood of Rofevelt-ftreet fewer.

In 1797 between Coenties and the Old-flip, in Front-

ftreet, at the Fly-market in feveral inftances, in Flet

cher-ftreet, at Burling-flip, in Water-ftret, adjoining
Roofevelt-ftreet fewer, in George-ftreet, and at the foot
of Pine-ftreet.

In 1798 the difeafe firft appeared about midway be
tween Coenties and the Old-flip, in Front-ftreet, be

tween the 1 ft and 7th of Auguft. On the 7th Auguft
about twenty-three were reported fick to the Health-

Office. From that period feveral others fickened,
and of the whole number one died. By the 26th of

Auguft, the complaint had difappeared in that quarter
in confequence of the meafures taken to remove the

caufe, by covering the offenfive lots with clean, whole
fome earth.

On the 12th of Auguft, it appeared at No. 283,
Water-ftreet, in the cafe of Mr. Taylor, in an old

broken building, on an unfiniflied lot at the foot of

Dover-ftreet, in which 11 perfons died early m 1795,

and which has fince been repeatedly reprefented as a

nuifance.

August 12, alfo, the difeafe appeared in the cafe

of John Henderfon, corner of James-ftreet and Ba-

tavia lane. On all fides of his refidence, which was

a fmall crouded building, there were funken lots in

an unfiniflied ftate.

gain, on Auguft 12, the difeafe appeared in
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William Whitlock,Cardmaker, No. 51, Cherry- ftreet.

In the rear and to the fouth of his refidence, the lots

are very generally below the level of the ftreets, and

without diains.

Auguft 13. Murdock M'Lean, Bruce's wharf,
was feized, wdiere the difeafe has regularly made its

appearance every warm feafon fince the year 1795.

The firft arrival of fick in this harbour (to the
'

knowledge of the Health-Office) from Philadelphia,
was on the 1 3th ofAuguft, in the New-York and Phi

ladelphia Packet. The Captain died on the paffage
—

the Mate was fick and was fent to Bellevue.

Auguft 1 7. Tho. Collard fickened in Banker-ftreet.

18. Nehemiah Fowler John-ftreet.
20. Fletcher-ftr.

21. R. Whitmore George-ftreet
22. A. Sharplefs corner of John and Cliff- fir.

From the preceding ftatement, the Yellow Fever

made its appearance in different parts of the city on

the fame day, and in the courfe of fix or eight days, in
different ftreets, remote from one another.

On the 8th Auguft theMercury in Farenheit's Ther

mometer, at an elevation of 40 feet above the ground,
and in the fhade, at two P. M. flood at 9 1 degrees. ")
On the 9th. 96

toth. 90

nth. 89
12th. 86

13th. 83
*

!>

* The higheft to which the Mercury rofein July 1795, was 83
Auguft 93

July 1796, 88
:

Augu(V i

JulY '797* 90'
Auguft 323
July ,798, 947^ #ST
Auguft 96Jfe

^
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On the morning of the 14th, the heavieft rain fell

of any time during the year. It began at 5 A. M. and

continued without intermiffion till nine. Numerous

cellars, particularly thofe in the low parts of the city,
were filled with water. Lifpenard's meadow, which

may be confidered as within the limits of the city, was

entirety overflowed. In fix days it had not fubfided

above ten inches ; and the water did not pafs off, till a

large drain was opened for that purpofe, by order of

the Common Council.

After the immenfe fall of rain on the 14th, the Ther

mometer, which had fallen on that day to 78, rofe ^

On thv:15th to 82 J
1 6th 85

*

17th 90 f

1 8th 90

Ti-:r fudden and great increafe of heat immediately
after the violent rain, appeared to have a proportio
nate influence in producing fever. Between that pe
riod and t'ie 2 2d Auguft, upwards of twenty perfons
in Cliff- ftreet, were feized with flight indifpofnions,
which they attributed to fleeping with open windows

dut in- the preceding hot and moift weather, but which

appeared rather as the forerunner of yellow fever, for,
not only the perfons thus indifpofed, but a number ot
others in the fame ftreet, had that difeafe in the courfe

of a few days.

From this period the difeafe became more general ;
but its fatality was principally felt in Cliff-ftreet and its

neighbourhood, at Catharine flip, in Water-ftreet, and
on the unfinifhed grounds in the fouthern part of the

city.

Now, having feen that the yellow fever has made

-^ its appearance in New-York every year, for feveral

jHf^ears paft, but has prevailed in very different degrees,
itjfcomes a matter ofgreat importance to determine,

I
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why the difeafe was fo gen:r.diy prevalent on the low7

new-made grounds in this city in 1795, whilft it was

fcarcely felt in the more elevated fituationc ; why, in

1796 and 1797, its appearance was limited to particu
lar fpots ; and why, in 1798 it not only prevailed on

all the new-made grounds, but alfo in parts of the cuy
which had before been exempted from the difeafe.

To anfwer thefe queftions in fuch manner, as to

prove fatisfadory to every one, might be a very diffi

cult talk. I fhall, however, offer fome reafon s which

may tend to fhew why the fever was more prevalent
this year, than in the preceding yearo.

It is well afcertained that in the year 1795, there

was an unufual degree of heat and moiflure in the at-

mofphere during the warmer months—that the Ther

mometer was confiderably higher than in 1796 and

1797, but that in 1798, the heat greatly exceeded

that of 1795.

Now, as heat and moiflure are powerful agents in

producing peftilential difeafes, fo mufl the fame

caufes neceflarily promote the extcifion of thofe dif

eafes.

In the year '98, there were befides, local caufes of

fever in this city, which did not exifi in the other

feafons, and which, co-operating with the weather,
ferved to extend the difeafe beyond the limits, to

which it would probably have been otherwife con

fined. I have reference to the immenfe quantities of

fpoiled beef, fifh, and other articles of a perSlhable
nature which were ftored in different parts of thi:-;

city. The noxious exhalations arifing bom thefe

fources, in my apprehenfion was a great caufe why,.
the difeafe arofe and raged with great violence in > tr-

ticular fituations : And when we confider the

hidden appearance of the fever on Golden-Hill and.

in Cliff- ilr jet, and the great number which fickene
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nearly at the fame time, there is great reafon to believe

this opinion well founded.

About the 20th of Auguft, a report was made to

the Health Office, that great quantities of fpoiled
beef were ftored in Pearl-fteet, between Burling and

Beekman- flips. The ftench which iffued from fome

of the cellars in this fituation, was fo confiderable, as

to prove very offenfive to thofe who paffed bv, and

became a fubjed of general obfervation. Letters, in

confequence, from the Health Office, were addreil.

ed to the owners of provifions in that quarter, en

joining them to have the beef examined, and to have

fuch as was fpoiled, fent out of the city. Inftead,

however, of adopting this plan, the beef was brought
from the cellars into the ftreet, the barrels opened,
and the putrid pickle thrown into the gutters. In

fome inftances the examination was made in the cel

lars, and the pickle difpofed of in the fame manner.

The gutters which conveyed away this putrid pickle,
led to Burling-flip fewer.

The relative fituation of this fewer, and Cliff-

ftreet is fuch that the foutherly and fourh-eafterly
winds, force a current of air through the fewer, car

rying with it the exhalations arifing from the noxious

matters colleded together in that place, and having
adiredion to pafs more immediately up Golden-Hill,
and into Cliff- ftreet ; and every perfon in that neigh
bourhood with whom I have converfed, agrees as to

the olfenfive fVr.ell of the air, previous to the ap

pearance of the fever.

On the 20th of Auguft, the wind, which had been

blowing from the north and weft fome davs previous,
fhifted to the fouth-eaft, and continued to blow from

that quarter fome time. In 48 hours after this, there
was fcarcelv a houfe in Pearl-ftreet, near where the

ipoiled provifions w ere 1 iored, in the lower end of
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John-ftreet, and in Cliff-ftreet, which did not contain

lick.

The fudden appearance of fever in this part of trie

city, and the great number which were atfeded in fo

fhort a time, proves the local nature of the caufe ;

and to the one which I have juft mentioned, I have

no hefitation, in afcribing all the effeds which were

experienced.

If what we have alledged, be admitted fufficient to

explain the appearance of Fever which took place in
Cliff-ftreet, &c. we have made fome advances to

wards accounting for the general prevalence of the

difeafe in 1798.*

Bot, Gentlemen, we have further to remark, a

particular difference in the warm feafons of 1798
and 1795.

In 1795 the weather was warm and moift, but
there was but very little rain.

In 1798, the weather was not only much warmer,
but was accompanied with fudden and heavy rains.

Immediately after the rains, the Public papers
teemed with addreffes to the citizens, entreating them
to empty their cellars of the water which had colled-

ed in them, or the moft fatal effeds would be felt
from negled, or inattention to this circumftance.—It
is not my intention to difpute the opinion advanced

by thefe writers. But, if the produdion of difeafe,
was to be apprehended from the lodgment of water
in places where the fun's rays n.-wer enter, what ef

feds were to be expeded from the ponding of water
in thofe numerous lots and yards within this city,

* Vide the H. Office correfpondence on the Lbjcct of fpoil-
prorifions.
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which are feveral feet below the level of the ftreets,

containing de!ad animal and vegetable matters, and to

which the rays of the fun have full accefs ? I wifh you,

Gentlemen, to refled ferioufly upon this comparifon,
and believe, that whilft thofe funken, undrained lots

are fuffered to remain in their prefent ftate, unlefs

caufes ceafe to produce their effeds, difeafes muft

inevitably refult.

On examining the records of the Legiflature of this

ftate, it will be found, that petitions have been preferr
ed to that body, for permiffion to ered mill-dams on

certain ftreams of water in fome of the northern coun

ties, and the prayer of the petitioners has been granr-

'ed. The confequence was, that confiderable traces of
low grounds in the neighbourhood of the mill-dams,
were overflowed in the fpring, and after the water had

paffed off, and the furface of thofe grounds were ex

pofed to the influence of the fun, exhalations of fo

baneful a nature arofe, as to produce a fever of the

bilious type, which attacked almoft every body within
a certain diftance from their fource, and proved very
mortal in its effeds. The caufe of this ficknefs being
fo obvious, petitions were prefented to the Legiflature,
praying for a redrefs of the grievances. To corred

the evil, it of courfe was neceffary to deftroy the mill-

dams, and as foon as the waters were unobftruded and

allowed to flow in their ufual channel, the conutiy be

came as healthy as before.

Permit me, Gentlemen, to afk the following
queftions :—If the refult of exhalations arifing from

groundswhich have been covered with water in an open
country, has been the produdion of bilious remitting
fevers,attended with confiderable mortality, what refult

ought we to exped from thofe exhalations which arife

from the ponding ofwater on 150 acres of low grounds
and funken yards and lots in a crouded city, and of a
fouthern efped ?
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Before I conclude, I fliall take the liberty of noticing
fome of the public meafures that have been adopted for
the removal of caufes of difeafe in this city. I fhall

confine myfelf to two principal objeds :

Fir11. The want of a fufficient defcent on the low

grounds along the eaft river, to carry off the waters

from the ftreets, is generally admitted. A confide

rable quantity ofwater muft neceffarily ftagnatein the

gutters of thefe ftreets, and alfo in the funken pave

ment. In dry weather, this lodgement confifts princi
pally of water which has been ufed for culinary and

oth^r family purpofes, and muft therefore, be fuppof
ed to abound with matters to afford noxious exhala

tions.

By an ordinance of the Corporation for cleaning the

ftreets, the inhabitants are direded to fcrape out the
dirt and filth colleded in the gutters and heap them up

in the ftreets, to be removed by the fcavengers in the

courfe of the day.

Now, does this regulation in any degree fubferve

the purpofes for which it was ordained ? Does not the

fpreading of this dirt and filth, and expofingnew and

greater furfaces, increafe the mifchief which the mea

fure was intended to corred ? I believe, gentlemen,
there will be found no other means to rid the low

grounds of this city, from the baneful effeds of ftag
nant waters, and an accumulation of noxious matters,

than their being freely wafhed by currents of water

flowing over them.

2d. In the fame ordinance, the citizens are prohibited
from throwing into the ftreets, from their refpedive
houfes, cellars, or yards any dirt, filth, or offals

whatever, except on certain days. How will this be

found, to operate in removing the caufes of difeafe ?

Should we not rather afk, how this will be found^
operate in inceaf-ig the caufes of difeafe ? One mo-'
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ment's refledion, I prefume, will convince us that

fome means ought to be adopted to remedy a fyftem

fo fraught with mifchief, and for thefe means I take

the liberty of referring you to letter 70,
addreffed by

the Commiffioners of the Health-Office to the Com

mon Council.

I have the honor to be,

Gentlemen,

Your moft obedient and

Humble fervant,

R. BAYLEY, Health-Officer.

'"-
-^

"■

A.?

<L
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