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INTRODUCTION.

IF
one of the meaneft capacity were afked, What
was the wonder of the world? I think the moft

proper anfwer would be, Man: He being the little
world to whom all things are fubordinate; agreeing
in the genius with fenlitive things; all being ani

mals, but differing in the fpecies. For man alone is

endowed with reafon.

And therefore the Deity at man's creation (as the

infpired penman tells us) faid,
"
Let us make man

"
in our own image, that he may be (as a creature

"

maybe) like Us, and the fame in his likenefs, may
"
be our image:" Some ofthe fathers do diftin-

guifti, as if by the image the Lord doth plant the
reafonable powers of the foul, reafon, will and me

mory; and by likenefs, the qualities ofthe mind,
charity, juftice, patience, &c. But Mofes confound

ed this diftinction, (if you compare thefe texts of

fcripture) Gen. i. 17. and v. 1 ColofT. x. Eph. v. 14.
And the apoftle where he faith,

"
He was created

" after the image of God, knowledge, and the fame
" in righteoufnefs and holinefs." The Greeks there

reprefent him, as one turning his eyes upwards to

wards him, whofe image and fuperfcription he bears.

See honu the heavens high Architeft
Hathfram'd him in this wife,

Tofland, to go, to look ereil,
With body, face, and eyes.

And Cicero fays, like Mofes, all creatures were

made to rot on the earth except man, to whom was

given an upright frame to contemplate his Maker,

and behold the manfion prepared for him above.

C



iv INTRODUCTION.

Now to the end thatfo noble and glorious a crea*
ture might not quite perifh, it pleafed God to give
unto woman the field cf generation for a recepticle
ofhuman feed, whereby that natural and vegetable
foul, which lies potentially in the f-ed, may, by the

plaftic power be reduced into act ; that man, who is
a mortal creature, by leaving his offspring behind

him, may become immortal, and furvive in his pof-
terity.
And becaufe this field of generation, the womb, is

the place where this excellent creature is formed,
and that in fo wonderful a manner, that the Royal
Pfalmifl (having meditated thereon ) cries out as one
in ecftafy,

"

lam feartullv ar.d wonderfully made.''
It will be necelTary to treat largely thereon in this
book which, to that end, is divided into two pans:
The firft whereof treats ofthe manner and parts of
Generation in both fexes; for from the mutual de-
fire they have to i ach other, which nature has im

planted in ihem to that end, that delight which they
trkein the act of copulation, does the uhoJe race cf
mankind proceed; and a particular account ofwhat
things are previous to that acr, and alfo what are

conieqwential of it, and how each member concerned
in it is adapted and fitted to that work, to which na
ture has defigned it. A nd though in uttering of thofe
thim.s, fomething may be laid, which thofe that are
unclean may m;-ke bad ufe of, and ufe it as a motive
to ftir up their beitial appetites; yet fuch may know
that this was never intended for them, nor do 1 know
any reafon that thefe feber perfons for whofe ufe
this was meant, mould want the help hereby defign
ed them, becaufe vain loofe perfons will be ready to
abnfe it.

The fecond part of this treatife is wholly defign
ed for the female fex, and does largely not only treat
of the deftempcrs of the womb, and the various
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canfes, but alfo give you proper remedies for the

cm e of them ; for fuch is the ignorance ofmoft wo

rn n, that whtn, by any diftemper, thofe parts are

aftt-cted, th _y neither know from whence it pro-

c:eds> nor h.v/ to apply a remedy; and fuch is their

modeUy alfo, that tity are unwilling to afk, that

they r.-iay be infctmed; and forthe help of Such th:s

h ■'- .'"^ned, for having my being from a woman, I

though: rone had mere right to the grapes than (lie

lh<: planted the vine.

And therefore obferving that among all dileaies

incident to the body, there are none more frequent
and perilous, than thofe that do arife from the ill

flate of the womb, for through the evil quality there

of, the heart, the liver, and the brain are affected,

frjiTt whence the actions, vital, natural, and arrir,iaJ,

are hurt, and ihe virtues concoct ive, fangumifica-

tive, difK-ctive, attraaive, exru'.hvc, retentive,

with the reft, are all weakened, fo that fiom the

v.-ouib, ccrr-t convuliions, epdephes apoplexies, pal-

f>~ -n 1 ferers, dro-fies. malignant ulccis
&c. And

ti :re is no difeafe fo bad, but may grow wcrfc from

tilt evil quality of it.
, r

Hew neceflary therefore is the knowledge
of tneie

th't rs let every unprejudiced reader judge,
for that

manv women labor 'under them, through their igno

re -ce rnd modeftv (as I faid before) woful experi

ence makes manifeft; here, therefore, (as in a mir

ror) th.-y nviy be acquainted wi hthcrown distem
pers, ,-nd have fuitable remedies, uuhoin applying

themlelves to phyficians, againft whici they
n«ve lo

great reluctance.

A. •

'
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ARISTOTLE'S

M A S T E R-P I E C E

COMPLETED.
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PART FIRST.

CHAP. I.

OfMarriage, and at what Age Toting Men and >

Virgins are capable of it; and why they Jo much

defire it; alfo honv long Men and Women are ca

pable ofhaving Children.

THERE
are very few (except fome profeft de

bauchees) but what will readily agree, that

marriage is honorable to all, being ordained by hea

ven in Paradife, and without which no man or wo

man can be in a capacity honeftly to yield obedience

to the firft law of the creation— increafe and multi

ply: and fince it is natural in young people to de

fire thefe mutual embraces, proper to the marriage-

bed, it behoves parents to look after their children,

and when they find them inclinable to marriage, not

violently to reftrain their affections, and oppofe their

inclinations, (which, inftead ofallaying them, makes

them but the more impetuous) but rather provide
fuch fuitable matches for them, as may make their

lives comfortable, left the eroding of their inclina

tions ftiould precipitate them to commit thofe follies

thatmay bring an indeliable ftain upon
their families.
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The inclinations cfmaids to marriage, is to be

known by many fymptonis, for when vhey arrive at
puberi'y, which is about the fourteenth or fifteenth

year of their age, then their natural purgations be-

g:n to flow, and the blood which is no longer taken
to augment their bodies, abounding, ftirs up their
minds to venery: Externa! caufes alfo may incite
them to it, for their fpirits being briflc and enflamed
when :hey arrive at this 'age, if they eat hard fait

things, ana fpices, the. body becomes more and more

heated, whereby the defire to venereal embraces is

very great, and fometimes almoft mfuperable. And
the ufe of this fo much dented employment being
d n ed, to virgins many times is followed bydifmal
confequences, as a green wefel colour, fhort breath
ings, trembJing ofthe heart, &c. But when thev are

marr'.ed,and their venereal defires farisfko by the en-
joyi.ient of their hufbands, thofe diftempers vanifh,
and they become more gay and iively than before;
alfo their

eager flaring at men, and affecting their
company, ffiews that rature pu&es them upon coi-
ti--, and their parents neglecting to cet them huf

bands, they break thiough modefty, to fatisfy them-
if'iVii in unlawful embraces; it is the fame in brifk
widows, who cann,:t be. farisfied without the bene-
vo>:i:c ewhich their hufbands uf-d to give them.

At the age of fourteen the mer.ils iii girls begin
to flow, when thev are cat able of conceiviig, aud
continue generaiy to forty-four, when they c-pfe

bearing, unhis t.'.eir bodies are ftronc and health
ful, which fometimes enables them to bvar at .f v-
iive. But many times the menfs proceed f.om feme
\io.ence offered to nature, or foine morbific man r

which often proves latnl to thepaity, and the ru'.'re
thofe men t!,Ht are dcurus of .flue, mo ft mairv a
Woman wuhm the age ahV.'aid, or blame tliem-
i,!ves if they meet w>th di^Tjv.iatmrnt^: 'I'h n<.-ii
if an old man not woin out by dileafes J.d .nconu-
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nency, marry a brifk lively lafs, there is hopes of
his having children to three fcort and ten, nay, fome
times till four fcore.

Hippocrates holds, that a youth at fifteen years,
or between that and feventetn, having much vital

ftrength, is capable of getdng children; and alfo,
that the force of procreating mrater increafes till

forty-five, fifty, and fifty- five, and then begins to

flag, the feds by degrees becoming unfruitful, the
natural lpirif; being extinguiihed, and the humours
dried up. "I bus, in general, but as to particulars,
it ofcep fall: out otherwife.; r?y, it is reported by a

credible author, that in Swedland, a man was mar

ried at one hundred veats, to a bride of thirty, and

had many children by her, but his countenance was

fo frelh, that thofe thai knew him nor took him not

to exceed fifty. And in Campania, where the air is

clear art tempera?':, men of eighty yeais old, mar

ry young virgins, and has childien by them; (hew

ing that age In them hinders not procreation unlcfs

th-v be exhaufted in their youth., and their yards
i'Lnveled up.
If any would '-.now why a woman is fumer bar

ren than a man, thev may be allured, that the naiu-

ral heat, which is die caufe of generation, is more

predcnrr.ar.t in the latter than in the former: for

lince a woman is truly more moift than a man, as

her monthly purgations demor.firate, as alio the

foftntfs cf her body; it is alfo apparent, that he doth

not exceed her in natural heat, which, is the chief

things that ccr.cccts the humours into proper ali

ment, which the woman wanting, prows fat, when

a man, through his native heat, melts his fat by de

press, and his humours are diffolved, and by the be-

lu-r.t thereof are elaborated into feed. And this may

alfo be added that women generally are not fo ftru>g

as men, nor w wife nor prude -t. nor have fo much

reafon and ingenuity in ordering affairs, winch diews
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that thereby their faculties are hindered in opera
tions.

CHAP. II.

ffoiv to get a Male or Female Child, and of the

Embryo and perfetl Birth, and thefittefl Time
for Copulation.

WHEN
a young couple are married, they natu

rally defire children, and therefore ufe thofe

means that nature has appointed t© that end; but

notwithftanding their endeavors, they muft know
the fuccefs of all depends on a blefling ofthe Lord;
not only fo, but the fex, whether male or female, is
from his difpofal alfo ; though it cannot be denied,
but fecondary caufes have influence therein, efpeci-
ally two Firft, the genteial humour, which is

brought by the arteria prseparaentes to the teftes in
form ofblood, and there elaborated into feed by the
feminifical faculty refiding in them; to which may
be added the defire of coition, which fires the ima

gination with unufual fancies, and by the fight of
brifk charming beauty, may foon inflame the appe
tite; but if nature be enfeebled, fuch meats muft be
eaten as will conduce to the affording fuch aliment
as makes the feed abound and reftores the decays of
nature, that the faculties may freely operate, and re

move impediments obftructing the procreation of
children.

Then fince diet alters the evil ftate ofthe body to
a better, thofe who are fubject to barrennefs muft
eat fuch meats as are of good juice, that nourifh
well,making the body lively and full offap, ofwhich
faculty are all hot moift meats: For, according to
Galen, feed is made of pure concocted and windy
luperfluity of blood, where we may conclude there
is a power in many things to accummulate feed, al-
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fo to augment it, and other things of force to

caufe eredion, as hen eggs, phcafants, woodcocks,
gnatfnappers, thrufhes, blackbirds, young pigeons,
fparrows. partridges, capons, almonds, pine nuts,
raifins, currants, all ftrong winesjtaken fparingly,ef-
pecially thofe made of the grapes of Italy; but erec
tion is chiefly caufed by fcuram, eringoes, creffes,
eryfmon, parfnips, artichokes, turnips, rapes, af-
paragus, candied ginger, galings, acorns bruifed to
powder drank in mufcadel, fcallioa, fea fhellfifh,
&c.—but thefe muft have time to perform their ope

ration, and muft ufe them for a confiderable time,
or you will reap but little benefit by them. The act
of coition being over, let the woman repofe herfelf
on her right fide, with her head lying low, and her

body declining, that by fleeping in that pofture, the
cawl on the right fide ofthe matiix may prove the

place of the conception, for therein is the greateft
generative heat, which is the chief procuring caufe

of male children, and rarely fails the expectation of

thofe that experience it, efpecially if they do but

keep warm without much motion, leaning to the

right, and drinking a little fpirit of faffron and juice
of hyfop in a glafs ofmalaga or alicant, when they
lie down and arife, for the fpace of a week.
For a female child, let a woman lie on the left

fide, ftrongly fancying a female in the time of pro

creation, drinking the decoction of female mercury
four days from the firft day of purgation

—the male

mercury having the like operation in cafe of a male;
for this concoction purges the right and left fide of

the womb, opens the receptacles, and makes way

for the feminary ofgeneration to beget a female, the

beft time is, when the moon is in the wane, in Libra

or Accjunus. Advicene fays,
"
When the menfes

"

are fpent, and the womb cleanfed, which iscom-
"

monlv in five or feven days at moft, if a man lie

"
with his wife from the firft day fhe is purged to
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"
the fifth, fhe will conceive a male, but from the

"
fifth to the eighth a female, and from the eight to

"
the twelfth a male again; but after that perhaps

"
neither diftinctiy, but both in a hermaphrodite."

In a word, they that would be happy in the fruits of

their labor, muft obferve to ufe cepular.on in due

diftance or time, not too often nor too feldom, for

both are alike hurtful ; and to ufe it immediately
Weakens and waftes their fpirits, and f polls the

feed; and thus much for the fiift parti ular. the

fecond is to let the reader know how tiie child is

formed in the womb what accident it is liable to'

there, how nourished and brought forth.
There are various opinions concerning this mat

ter; therefore 1 will (hew what the learned fay a-

boutit. Man confifts of an egg, which s impreg
nated in the tt (tides of the woman, by the more

fubtlc part of the man's feed, but the foimlng facul

ty and virtue in the is^d is a divine gift, it beiiic- a-

bundantiy endued with a viral Ibirit, v hich gives
f.",n and form to the embryo: fo that all parts and

bu'k ofthe body, which is made up in a few months,
and graduallv formed into the lovely %ure of a
man, do confift in, and are adumbrated th-weby,
which is incomparably expreffed in. the cx:c\\ ii.

Pfalm,
"

1 w.ii piaffe thee, O Lord, btc'mie a am
"

wonderfully made, &c.'' .And the phyficians
have flighted four different times, wherein a man is

framed and perfected in the worrA the: firft moon
after coition btinp perfected in the firft week, if no
flux happens, which ftm-times fails cut, tl rough
the flipprirnffs of the matrix ofthe head thereof, that
fitts over like a rofe bud, and opens on a fudden

by means of formine, is ; li »neo to be when nature

make i ^rtifeft mutation in the conception, fo that
all the fubllance i ems congealed flefh and blood,
which happens twelve or fouir^en davs a^ter copu
lation. And though this demy niais abounds with
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fiery blood, yet it remains undiftinguifhable, with
out form or figure, and may be called an embryo,
and compared to feed fown in the ground, which,
through heat and moifture, grows by degrees into

a perfect form, either in plant or grain. The third

time affigned to make up this fabric is when the

principal parts fhew themfelves plain, as the heart

whence proceed the arteries. The brain from which

the nerves, like fmall threads, run through the whole

body, and the liver, that divides the chyle from the

blood brought to it by the venna porta, the two

firft are fountains of life that nourifh every part of

the body, in framing which, the faculty of the

womb is buried from the time of conception to the

eighth day ofthe firft month.

I.aftly—About the thirtieth daythe outward parts
are feen finely wrought, and diftinguifhed by joints,
when the child begins to grow, from which time,

by reafon the limbs are divided, and the whole frame

is perfect, it is no longer an embryo but a perfect
child. Moft males are petfeft by the thirtieth day,

but females feldom to the forty-fecond or forty-fifth

day, becaufe the heat ofthe womb is greater in pro

ducing the male than the female; and for the fame

reafon a woman going "with a male child quick< rs

in three months, but going with a female rarely un

der four, at which time alfo its hair and nails come

forth, and the child begins to ftir, kick, and move

in the wcmb, and then women are troubled with

loathing oftheir meat, and greedy longing
for thmgs

contrary to nutriment, as cctds, vubhiih, chalk.^&c.
which defire often occafiors cbortion, and mucar-

rigge. Some women have been fo extravagant as to

lone for hob-nails, leather, mens flefn, horfe ficfh,

and'other unnatural as well as unwholtlc me food,

for want of which things they have either miiciT-

ried, or the child has continued dead in toe womb

for feveral days, to the imminent hazard m their
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lives. But I (lull now proceed to (hew by what read
means the infant is fuftained in the womb, and what |
pofture it their remains in.
Various are the opinions about nouriftiing the foe

tus in the womb; fome fay by blood only, from the

umbilical vein, others by the chyle, taken in by the

mouth ; but it is nourifhed diverfly according to the
feveral d.. grees of perfection, that an egg pafles from
a conception to a foetus ready for birth. But firft,
let us explain the meaning ofthe ovum or egg: In fl

the generation of the foetus there are two principals
active and paflive—the acdive is the man's feed ela

borated in the tefticles, out of arterial blood and a- I

nimal fpirits—the paflive is an egg impregnated by
the man's feed. And the nature of conception is
thus: The mod fpirituous part of the man's feed,
in the act ofgeneration, reaching up to the tefticles
ofthe woman, which contains divers eggs, impreg
nates one of them, which being conveyed by the

oviducts to the bottom of the womb, prefently be

gins to fvvell bigger and bigger, and drinks in the

moifture that is plentifully fent thither, as feeds
fuck moifture in the ground, to make them fprout
out, when the parts ofthe embryo begin to be a lit
tle more perfect, and that at the fame time the cho
rin is very thick, that the liquor cannot foak thro' I

it, the umbilical veffels begin to be formed, and to

extend the fide ofthe amnion,which they pafs thro',
and all through the aliantreides and chorin, and are
implanted in the placenta, which gathering upon
the chorin, joins to the uterus. And now the arte

ries that before fent out the nourifhment into the ca

vity of the womb, open by the orifice into the pla
centa, where they depofite tbe faid juice, which is
drunk up by the umbilical vein, and conveyed by
it, firft to the liver of the fectus, and then to the
heart, where its more thin and fpiritous part is turn
ed into blood, while the groffer part descending by
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fHft

77v? .For;;* c/" rf C.^. /'» //><? #W;, difrobed qfjh
T:u:ldes proper and, common
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the aorta, enters the umbilical arteries, and is dif- . 3

charged into its cavity, by thofe branches that run ■ ''

through the smnion. '; \
As foon as the mouth, ftomacb, gullet, &c. are ,'"A

formed fo perfectly, that the foetus can fwallow, it %
fucks in fame of the groffer nutricioos juice, that is

depofited in the amnion by the umbilical arteries, *fl

which dsfcending into the ftomach and inteftines, jfl
is received by the lacteal veins, as in adult pcrfons. 'M
The foetus being perfected, at the time before fpe- M

eified, in all its paits, it lies equally balanced in the fl

womb, as the centre on his head, and being long M
turned oval, fo that the head a little inclines,**and it M

lays its chin on its breaft, its heels and ancles upon f«

its buttocks, its hands on its cheeks, and its thumbs J
to its eyes ; but its legs and thighs are carried up- a

wards, with its hams bending, 10 that they touch
the bottom of its belly, the former and that part of

the body which is oyer againft us, as the-forehead, I

nofe, and face are towards thdfymother's hack, and
the head inclining, downwards, towatds the rump- _

'

I

bone, that joins to the os facrum, which hone, to-]?. j|
gether with the os pubis, in the time of bit th, pan
is loofed. whence it is, that the male children com

monly come with thejr faces downwards, or with

their head turned fomewhnt oblique, that their faces

may be flvn, but the female children with their faces

upwards, though fometimes it happens that births
do not follow according to nature's order, but chil- ,$\
dren come forth with their feet ftanding, their necks
bowed, and their heads lying oblique, with their

hands ftretchedout, which greatly endangers them-
felves and the mother, giving the midwife great
trouble to bring them into the woild; but when all

things proceed in nature's order, the child when

the time of birth is accomplifhed, is deiirous to
come forth ofthe womb, and by inclining h'mftf
he rolls downwards, for he can ua more be obfeur-

1
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ed in thofe hidden places, and the heat of the heart

cannot fubfift without external refpiration, whereof

being grown great, more and more defirous of nu

triment and light, when covering the astherial air,

by ftruggling to obtain it, breaks the membranes and

coverings, whereby he wasreftrained and fenced

aga'nft attrition, and for the moft part with bitter

pangs of the mother, iffueth forth imo the world

commonly in the ninth month. For the matrix be

ing divided, and the os pubis loofened, the woman

ftnves to caft out her burden, and the child does the

like to get forth, by the help of its inbred ftrength,
and fothe birth comes to be perfect; but if the

child be dead, the more dangerous the delivery,

though nature oft n helps the woman's weaknefs

herein ; but the child that is quick and lively, labors

no lefs than the woman. Now there are births at

feven or eight months, and fome women go to the

tenth month ; but oPthefe and the reafons of them,

1 fhali ipeak more largely in another place.

C H A P. III.

The reafon ivhy Children are like their Parents, and

that the Mother's Imagination contribute t.^en'to,

. and whether the Man or Woman is the Caufe of
the Male or Female Child.

LACT
ANTIUS is of opinion, that when a man's

feed falls on the left fide ofthe womb ; it may

procure a male child ; but becaufe it is the proper

place for a female, there will be fomething
in it that

refembb.s a woman; that is, it will-be fairer, whiter,

and fmcorher, not very fuhjed to have hair on the

body or chin ; it will have lank hair on the head,

the voice fmall and (harp, and the courage feeble :

and on the contrary, that a female may chance to
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be gotten if the feed fall on the right fide ; but than,

through the abundance ofthe heat, (he (hall be big
boned, full Of courage, having a mafculine voice,
and her chin and bofom hairy, not being fo clear as

others of that fex, ajid fubject to quarrel with her
hutband for fuperiority.

In cafe of dmilitude, nothing is more powerful
than the imagination ofthe mother; for if (he faften

her eyes upon any object, and imprint it on her

mind, it oftentimes fo happens, that the child in

fome part or other of its body, has a reprefentaticn
thereof, and if in the act of copulation, the woman

earneftly look upon the man, and fix her mind up

on him, the child will refemble its father. Nay,

though a woman in unlawful copulation, yet if (he fix
her mind upon her hufband, the child will refem

ble him, though he never got it. The fiwae effect

of imagination caufes warts, ftains, molthdpots,
daftes, though indeed they fometimes happen thto'

frights or extravagant longing ; many women being
with child feeing a hare crois them, will, through
the force of imagination, bring forth a child with a

hairy lip. Some children are born with flat nofes,
wry mouths, great blubber lips, and ill (haped bo

dies : and muft afcribe the reafon to the imagination
ofthe mother, who hath caft her eyes and mind up
on fome i'l-lhaped creatures : Therefore it behoves

all women with child if poflible, to avoid fuch fights
or, at leaft, not regard them. But though the

mother's imagination may contribute much to the

features of the child, yet in manners, wit, and pro-

penfion ofthe mind, experience tells us, that chil
dren are commonly of the condition with the pa

rents, and fame tempers. But the vigor or difabili-
ty of perfons in the adl of copulation, many times
caufes it to be otherwife : For children got through
the heat and ftrength of delire, muftrueds partake
more of the nature and incliaauoa of the-ir parents,
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than thofe that are begotten with defires more weak:
And therefore the children begotten by men in their
old age, are generally weaker than thofe begotten
by them in their youth.
As to the (hare which each of the parents has in

begetting the child, we will give the opinion ofthe
ancients about it.

Though it is apparent (fay they) that the man's
feed is the chief efficient beginning ofaction, motion
and generation ; yet that the woman affords feed,
and effectually contributes in that point to the pre-
creation of the child, is evinced by ftrong reafons.
In the firft place feminary velfels has been given her
in vain, and genital tefticles inverted, if the woman
wanted femmal excrefcence ; for nature doth no

thing in vain ; therefore we muft grant they were
made for the ufe of feed and procreation, and fixed
in their proper place, both the tefticles and recepta
cles of feed whofe nature is to operate and afford
virtue to the feed. And to prove this, there needs

; no ftronger argument (fay they) than, that if a wo-
1 man do not ufe copulation to eject her feed, (he of
ten falls into ftrange difeafes, as appears by young
(Women and virgins : A fecond reafon they urge is,
that although the fociety of a lawful bed confift not

1 altogether in thefe things, yet it is apparent, the

female fex are never better pleafed, nor appear more
i blithe and jocund than when they are fatisfied this

way ; which is an inducement to believe, they have
more pleafure and titulation therein than men. For,
fince nature caufes much delight to accompany ejec
tion, by the breaking forth of the fwelling fpirits,
tnd the fwiftnefs ofthe nerves; in which cafe, the

)peration on the woman's part is double, (he having
in enjoyment both by ejection and reception, by
.vhich (he is more delighted in the act.

Hence it is (fay they) that the child more fre-

uently refembles the mother than the father, be-
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caufe the mother contributes moft towards it. And

they think it may be further ioftanced, from the en. i

deared affection they bear them ; for, that befidCs;.|
there further ioftanced, from the endeared affection, i

contributing feminal matter, they feed and nourifh
'

the child with the pureft fountain of blood until its

birth. Which opinion, Galen affirms, by allowing,
■

children to participate moft of the mother, and

afcribes the difference of fex to the operation ofthe
menftrual biood ; but the reafon of the likenefs he

refers to the power ofthe feed ; for, as plants receive,
more nourifnment from fruitful ground, than from

the induftry of the hulhandman ; fo the infant re

ceives in more abundance from the mother than the

father. For firft, the feed of both is cherifhed in

the womb and there grows to perfection, being
nonrifhed with blood: And for this reafon it is

(fay they) that children for the moft part love their.

mother belt, becaufe they receive moft of their fub-
ftance from their mother : For about nine months

(he nourifhes her child in the womb, with her pureft
blood, then her love towards it newly born, and its
likenefs do clearly (hew, that the woman affordeth

feed, and contributes more towards making the'

child than the man.

But in all this the ancients are very erroneous,:

for the tefticles (fo called in women) afford not any
feed but are two eggs, like thofe of fowls, and other

creatures ; neither have they any office as thofe of
men, but are indeed ovaria, wherein the eggs are

nourished by thefanguinary veflels difperfedthroughi
them, and from thence one or more (as they ate foei
cundated by the man's feed) is feparated and con

veyed into the womb by the oviducts. The truth

of this is plain, for if you boil them, their liquor
will be the fame colour, tafte and confiftency, with
the tafte to birds eggs ; if any object they have no

(hells, that fignifiss nothing; for the eggs of fowlsj
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^while they are in the ovary : nay after they are faft-
'ened to the uterus, have no fheli : And though when

they are laid they have one, yet that is on more than

^a defence which nature' has provided them againft
lrany outward injury, while they are hatched with-

"out the body : whereas thofe of the women being
'hatched within the body, need no other fence than

\ht womb, by which they are fufficiently fecured.

'■:; And this is enough, I hope, for the clearteg of

-this point. As to the third thing propofed, as

^whence grows the kind, and whethei the man or

hwoman is the caufe ofthe male or ftmale infant.

■M The primary caufe we muft afcribe to God, as is

nmoft juftly his due, who is the luier and difpofer of

"■all things, yet he fuffers many things to proceed

^according to the rules of natuie, which proceed by
k their inbred motion, according to ufual and natu

ral courfes, without variation. Though, indeed, by
e/favor from on high, Sarah conceived Ifaac, Hannah,

u;Samuel, and Elizabeth, John the Baptift : But thefe

[are all very extraordinary things brought to pafs by
iti Divine Power, above the courfe cf nature ; nor

lodrave fuch inftances been wanting in latter days ;

^therefore 1 (hall wave them, and proceed to fpeak of

■hings natural. The ancient phyficians and philo-

r.fophers fay, That (ince there are two principals out

■ni' which the body ofman is made, and which render

■; the child like the parents, and by one or the other

irffex, viz. Seed common to both fexes, and menfti u-

e-,al blood proper to the woman only, the fimihtude

-b>{fay they) muft needs confift in the force or virtue

: jf the male or female ; fo that it proves like the one

ijtor the other, according to the plenty afforded by

^■.either ; but that the difference ofthe
fex is not re-

rVerred to the feed, but to the menftrual blood which

', 1 s proper to the women,
is apparent. For were that

Vorce altogether retained in the feed, the male feed

•y^iiv* of the hcrrefr. qusditv, male children would
'

bound and few ofthe female be propped ; where-

B
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fore the fex is attributed to the temperament ofthe

active qualities, which confift in the heat and cold,
and the nature of the matter under them ; that is.

the fbwingofthe menftruous blood; but nowthefeed

(fay they) affords both force to procreate and form

the child, and matter for its generation ; and in the

menftruous blood there is both matter and force;
for as the feed moft helps the material principal, fo
alfo does the menftrual blood the potential feed;
which is (fays Galen) blood well concocted by the

Veffels that contain it. So that blood is not only the

matter of generating the child, but alfo feed in pof-
fibiiity that menftrual blood hath both principals.
The ancients further fay, That the feed is the

ftronger efficient ; the matter of it being very little

In quantity, but the potential quality of it is very

ftrong: wherefore if thefe principals of generation,
according to which the fex is made, were only (fay
they) in the menftrual blood then would the chil

dren be all moftly females : as, Were the efficient

force in the feed, they would be all males. ; but

fince both have operation in menftrual blood, mat

ter predominates in quantity ; and in the feed, force
and virtue. And therefore Galen thinks the child
receives its fex rather from the mother than from the

father ; for though his feed contribute a little to the

material principle, yet it is more weakly. But for

likenefs it is referred rather to the father, than to

the mother. Yet the woman's (eed receiving ftrerigth
from the menftrual blood, for the fpace of nine

months, over-powers the man's as to that particular;
for the menftrual blood flowing in the veffels, rather
cherifhes the one than the other ; from which it is

plain, the woman affords both matter to make, and
force and virtue to perfect the conception ; though
the female's feed be fit nutriment for the male's, by
reafon of the thinnefs of it, being more adapted to

snake up conception thereby. For as of fuft wan
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and moift clay, the artificer can frame what he in

tends, fo fay they, the man's feed mixing with the

woman's, and alfo with the menftrual blood, helps
to form and perfect part of man.
But with all imaginable deference to the wifdom

of our fathers, give me leave to fay, that their ig
norance in the anatomy ofman's body, has led them

into the paths of error, and run them into great

miftakes, for their hypothefis of the formation of

the embryo from the coto-mixture of feed, and the

nourifhment of it too in the menftruous blood be

ing wholly falfe, their opinion in this cafe muft of

neceffity be fo alfo.

I fliall therefore conclude this chapter and only

fay, that although a ftrong imagination of the mo >

ther may often determine the fex, yet the main a-

gent in this cafe is the plaftic and formative prin

cipal, which is the efficient in giving form to the

child, which gives it this or that fex, according to

thofe laws and rules given to us by the wife'Crea-

tor of all things, who both makes and falhions it,

and therein determines the fex according to the

eounfel of his own will.

CHAP. IV.

I A Difcourfe efMan's Soul, that it is not propagated

I by the Parents, but is infufed by its Creator, and

can neither die nor corrupt. At what Time it is
*

infufed, of its Immortality*
and certainty of the

i- kefurreclion.

MAN's
foul is of fo divine a nature and excel

lency, that man himfelf cannot in any wife

■'<, comprehend h, it being the
infufed breath ot the AI-

itt mighty, of an immortal nature, and not to be cora-

ii prehended but by him that gave it. For Mofes by
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holy infpiration, relating the orig;n*i of man,' tells

m;,
"

fhat God bieathedjnto hir, noftrih the breath
"
of life, and he became a living foul." Now as for

all other creatures, at his word they were made and

had life ; but the. creature God had appointed tofet

over his works, was the peculiar workmanfhip ofthe

Almighty, forming him out ofthe duft ofthe earth,
and condefcending to bieathe into his noftrils the

breath of life, which feems to denote more care and

(if we may fo term it) labor ufed about man, than

about all other creatures, he only partaking and par

ticipating ofthe bleffed divine nature, bearing God's

image in innocence and purity ; whilft he flood

firm, and when by hisffall that lively image was de

faced, vet fuch was the love of his Creator towards

him, that he found out a way to reftcre him ; the

only begotten Son ofthe eternal Father, coming in

to the world to deftroy the works ofthe devil, and

to raife up man from that low condition, to which

his fin and fall had reduced him, to a ftate above that

of angels.
If therefore man would underftand the excellen

cy of his foul, let him turn his eyes inwardly and

look into himfelf, and fearch diligently his own

mind; and there he (hall fee many admirable gifts
and excellent ornaments, that muft needs poflefshim
with wonder and amazement, as reafon, underftand-

ing, freedom of will, memory, Sec. That plainly
fhew the foul to be defcended from a heavenly crif

ginal, and that therefore it is of infinite duration,
and not fuUject to annihilation. Yet for its many

offices and operations whilft in the body, it goes un-j
der feveral denominations: For when it enlivens

the bodv, it is called the foul ; when it gives know

ledge, the judgment or mind : and vhen it recals

things paft, the memory ; whilft it difcourfes and

difcerns, reafon ; whilft it contemplates, the foirit ;
whilft it is the fenfitive parts, the fenfes. Ai:d thefe
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are the principle offices, whereby the foul declares
its.power, and performs its action, for being feated in

the higheft parts ofthe body,it diffufeth its force into
every member; not propagated from the parents, nor

mixed with grofs matter ; but the infufed breath cf

God immediately proceeding from him, not palling
from one to another as was the opinion of Pythago
ras who held a tranfmigration of the foul, but that
the foul is given to every infant by infufion, is the

moft received and orthodox opinion ; and the learn

ed do likewife agree, that this is done when the in

fant is perfected in the womb, which happens about
the twenty-fourth day after conception, efpeciallyfor
males, who are genially born at the end of nine

months : but in females who are not fo foon formed

and perfected, through defect of heat, not til! the fifti

eth day. And thouuh this day in all cafes cannot

be truly fet down, yet Hippocrates has given his

opinion, when the child has its prefent forrn,^ when

it begins to move, and when born if in due leafon :

In this book ofthe nature of infants, he fays, if it be a

male, and he be perfect on the thirtieth day,and move

on the nimieth day he will be born on the feventh

month hut if he be perfectly formed en the thirty-
fifth day, he will move on the feventieth, and be born

on the eighth month. Again if hebe perfectlyformed
on the fifty fifth day he v. ill move on the nintieth,

and be born in the ninth month. Nov/ from thofe

palling of days and months, it plainly appears, that

the day of forming being doubled,
make:, up the day

of moving, and that day three times reckoned,

makes up the day of birth.

As.thus, when thirty-five perfecis the form,
it you1

doubk it, makes feventy, the day of motion, and

three times feventy, amount to two hundred and

ten days, which allowing thirty days to a_month,

makes feven months ; and fo you muft confer the

B a
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reft. But as to a female, the caft is different, for

it is longer perfecting in the womb, the mother
ever

going longer with a boy than a girl, which makes

the account differ ; for a female foimed in Amy
days moves not till the fevcntieth day, and is born

in the eighth month ; when (he is formed on the

fortieth, (he moves not till the eightieth, and is bom

on the eighth month ; but if (he be perfectly formed
on the fifty-fifth day, (he moves on the ninetieth, and

is born on the ninth month ; but if (he that is form.

ed on the fixtieth day, moves the hundred and tenth,

and will be born on the tenth month. I treat the

more largely hereof, that the reader may know, the

reafonable foul is not propagated by the parents, but

is infufed by the Almighty, when the child hath its

perfect form, and is exactly diftinguilhed in its line

aments.

Now as the life of every other creature, as Mofes

Ihews, is in the blood ; fo the life of man confrfteth

in the foul, which although fubject to paflion, by
reafon ofthe grofs compofures of the body, in which

it has a temporary confinem«nt ; yet
it is immortal,

and cannot in itfelf corrupt, or fuffer change, it be

ing a fpark of the Divine Mind ; and that every

jrnn has a peculiar foul, plainly appears by the yaft
difference between the will, judgment, opinion,
manners, affections, in men. And this David ob«

ferves, faying.
" God hath formed the hearts and

"
minds of all men, and has given to

every
onehil

"
own being, and a foul of its own nature. Henee

Solomon rejoiced, that God had given him a happy
foul, and a body agreeable to it. It has been difputeji
among the learned, in what p2rt of the body the fisul

refides; and feme are ofopinion, its refidence is in the
middle ofthe heart, and from thence communicatei
itfelf to fvery part, which Solomcn in the fourth of
the Proverbs, seems to affirm, when he fays,

"

Keep
* ■

thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are the
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" iflues of life." But many curious phyficians,
fearching the works of nature in man's anatomy, do

affirm, that its chief feat is in the brain, from whence

proceed the fenfes, faculties and actions, diffufing
the operation ofthe foul through all the parts of the

body, whereby it is enlivened with heat and force to
the heart, by the arteries, cordites, or fleepy arte
ries ; which part upon the threat, the which, if they
happen to be broken, or cut, they caufe barrennefs ;
and if flopped, an apoplexy ; for there muft necef-

farily be ways through which the fpirits, animal and
vital, may have intercourfe, and convey native heat

from the foul. For though the foul hath its chief

feat in one place, it operates in every part, exercifing
every member, which are the foul's inftruments by
which (he difcovers her power. But if it happen
that any of the organical parts are out of tune, its

whole work is confufed, as appears in idiots and mad

men though in fome of them, the foul by a vigorous
exerting its power, recovers its innate ftrength, and

they become right after a long defpondency in mind;
but in others it is not recovered again in this life. For

as a fire under afhes, or the fun obfeured from our fight
by thick clouds, afford not their full luftre, fo the

foul overwhelmed in moiftor morbic matter is dar

kened, and reafon thereby over-clouded, and though
reafon (hines lefs in children than fuch as are arrived

to maturity, yet no man muft imagine that the foul

of an infant grows up with the child, for then would

:it again decay ; but it fuits itfelf to nature's weak-

nefs, and the imbecility of the body wherein it is

placed, that it may operate the better. And as the

body is more and more capable of receiving its in

fluence, fo the foul does more and more exert its

faculties, having force and endowments at the time

it enters the form ofa child in the womb, for its fub-

[ftance can receive nothing lefs. And thus much to

.prove the foul comes not from the parents, but i«
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infufed by God : I fhall next prove its immortality,
and fo demonftrate the certainty of our redirec

tion.
.

That the foul of man is a divine ray, infufed by
the Sovereign Creator, I have already proved, and

now come to (hew that whatever immediately pro

ceeds from him, and participates of his nature, mult

be as immortal as its original; for though all other

creatures are endowed with fife and motion, yet

they want a reafonabie foul, and from thence it is

concluded, that their life h in their blood and that

being corruptible, they periih and are no more; but

man being endowed with a reafonabie foul, and

ftamped with the Divine Image, is of a different

nature, and though his body be corruptible, yet his
foul being of an immortal nature cannot peiifh, but

muft, at the diffolution of his body, return to God

who gave it, either to receive reward or pumfnmcnr.
Now that the body can fin ofitftlf is impoffible;'
becaufe wanting the foul, which is the principal ofj
life, it cannot act, nor proceed to any thing either

good or evil; for could it do id, it might fin even in

the grave, but it is plain that after death there ha

ceffation; for as death leaves us fo judgment will
find. us. i

Now reafon having evidently demonstrated the j
foul's immortality, the holy failures do abundant

ly give teftimonyto'-'the truth of the refurrecfion as!

the reader may fee by perufing tie fourteenth and

ninth chapters of Job. and the fifth of St. John. I J
fhall therefore leave the further difcourfing of this J
matter u divine?, whofj proper : -rovince it is, and
return to treat ofthe woiks of n^ure.
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CHAP. V.

OfMongers, a-:.i monflrons Births, and the feveral
Reafons thereof, according to the Opinion of the
Anc':e::ts ; alfo i-.hether Monjhrs are endowed
with reajonahle Souls, and whether Devils can

e".gender, is briefly here difcuffed.

BY
the ancients monfters are afcribed to depraved
conceptions, and aredefigned to be excurfions

of nature, which are vicious one of thefe four ways,
either in figure, magnitude, (ituation or number.
In figure", when a man bears the character of a

beaft, as did the beaft in Saxony.
In magnitude, when one part doth not equalize

with another. As when one part is too big or too

little for the other parts of the body; and this is fo

common among us I need not produce a teftimony
Tor it.

I proceed to the caufe of their generation, which

is either divine or natural : The divine caufe pro

ceeds from God's permiflive will, fuffering parents

:to bring fortii abominations for their filthy and cor

rupt affection,, which are let loofe into wickednefs

like brute hsafts that have no underftanding; where

fore it was enacted among the ancient Romans, that

.'thefe which were any ways deformed, fhcuid not

ie admitted into .el.'gious honfes. And St. Jerome

.'was grieved in his time, to fee the deformed and

Jarne°ofR,red up toGod in religious houfes. And

Keckermnn, by way of inference, excludeth all

that are ill-ihaped, from this prefbyterian function

in tli- church. And that which is ef more force

than all, God bimfe'f commanded Mofes not to ie-

ceive fiich to offer facrifices among his people, and

lie renders the ration, Lev. xxi. 28.
"
Left he pol-

"
hire myfam'tuaries-" Becaufe the outward ae-

rorrnity of the bod y, is often a fign of the pollutions
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ofthe heart, as a curfe laid upon the child for the

parents incontinency: Yet it is not always fo, let us

therefore duly examine, and fearch out the natural

caufe of their generation, which (according to the

ancients, who have dived into theffecrets of nature)
is either in the matter, or in the agent, in the feed,
or in the womb,
The matter being the default two ways, by defect

or by excels: By defect when the child hath but

one arm, by excefs when it hath three hands or two

heads,

There was a morifter bom at Ravenna* in Italy*
in the year 1,512, of this kind.
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Some monfters are begot by women's unnatural

lying with hearts; as in the year i6j«3 there was a

hionfter begotten by a woman's generating,with a

dog, Which monfter from its riaval upwards had the

perfect refernblance of its mother, but from its navel

downwards it refembled a dog* as you may fee here;

The agent or womb may be in fault three ways:

ift. In the formative faculty which may he too

ftrong or too weak, by which i3 procured a deprav

ed figure, idly, In the inftrument or place of con'.

•eptton, the evil conformation
or difpofitioa where-

(See Page 3$.}
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Another monfter reprefenting an hairy child. It

was all covered with hair like a beaft. J hat which

rendered it more frightful was, that his navel was

in the place where his nofe ihould ftand, and his

eyes placeei wh te his mouth fhould have been, and
his mouth was in the chin. It was of the rrnlekind^
and was born in France in the year 1597, at a town

called Aries in Provence, and lived a tew days, af

frighting all that beheld it. It was looked upon as

a fore-runner of thofe diffolations which foon after

happened in that kingdom, where men, towards
each other, were more like beafts than human crea
tures.

Where children thus are born with hairy coats,
Heaven's <wrath unto, the kiiigdem it denotes.
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Of this kind was the monfter born at Nazara in

the year 153c, it had four arms and four legs asyoa
fee here.

.^'ggSIfy^
^JHSSwSifLx-

^^itrf-'ye >& wp**v.e etjKe

LIKEWISE,

In the time ofHenry UI. there was a woman de

livered of a child having" two heads and four arms,

and the body was joined to the backfide. The heads

were fo placed, they looked contrariwifc, each had

two diftinct arms and hands; they would both

laugh, both fpeak, and both cry, and be hungry to

gether, fometimes the one would fpeak, and the o-

ihcr v/ould keep hlejjce, and fometimc* both fpeak



j 4 Ariftotle's Mafter -Piece completed.
to;/e"ber. It lived feveral years, but one outlived

the ther three years, carrying the dead one, (for
there wa^ no parting then ) till the other fainted with

the burden, and more with the ftink of the dead

carcafe.

«
\0

AND ALSO,

By the following figure v u may fee that though
fome ofthe members maybe wanting, yet they are'
fup^lied by other members.



Ariftotle's Mafter -Piece completed. 35

( This follows from Page 3 1 .)

'will caufe a monftrous birth, jdly. In the lma-

native power, at the time
of conception, which 1*

'fuch a force, it ftamps the character of the thing

lagined upon the child, So that the children of

.adultreis may be like her own hufband though

got bv another man, which
is cauied through the

rce of imagination which the woman hath of her

m hufband in the act of coition ; and I have heard

a woman, who, at the time of conception,
behold-

r the picture of a blackamore,
conceived and bro't

th an Ethiopian. I will not trouble vou with

"Sre human teftimonies.but conclude w.th a itrong-

"warrant. We read, Gen. xxx. 31. how Jacob

'ing agreed with Laban, to have all the ipotjed,
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(beep for keeping his flock, to augment his wages,

took hazel rods and peeled white ftreaks in them,

and laid them before the fhecp when they came to

drink, and coupled together there, whilft they be

held • he rods, conceived and brought forth fpottcd

young.
'i he imagination alfo works on the child after

conception, for which I have a pregnant inftance--

a worthy gentlewoman in Suffolk, who b:;ing with

child, and palling by her butcher killing her meat,

a drop of blood fprang on her face, whereupon fhs

laid her child would have a blemifh on the free, and

at the birth it was found marked with a red fpot.
And it is certain thatmonftrous births often hap

pen by means of undue copulation, for fome there

are who have been long abfem from one another,
and have an eager defire of enjoyment, confider not

as they ought to do what their circumftances are;

and if it happen that they come together when the

woman's menfes are flowing, will notwithftanding
, proceed to the act of copulation, which is both un

clean and unnatural ; and the iffue of fuch copula
tion does often prove monftrous, as a juft punifh-
ment of lying together when nature forbids; and

therefore though men fhould be ever fo eager for

it, yet women, knowing their own conditions, (hould

at fuch times refufe their company. And though
fuch copulations do not always produce monftrous;

births, yet the children then begotten are generally;
heavy, dull and fluggifh, and defeitive in their tin-

derftandings, wanting the vivacity and livelinefs

which children got in proper feafons aie bleffed

withal.
It remains that I now make fome enquiry, whe

ther thofe that are born monfters have reafonable

fouls, and are capable cf refurrection. And here

both divines and phyficians are generally of opi
nion, that thofe, who according to the order of jje*
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^Deration, deduced frcm cor firft parents, proceed by
fejatural means from either fex, though thrir outward

jhape mav be deformed and monftrous, having not-

vithfanding a reafonable foul, and confequently
their bodies are capable of a refurrection, as ether

mens and wor.u ns are. But thofe monfters that are

not be gotten hymen, but are the producl ofwoman's
i

'

«nnatural luft, in copulating with ether creatures,

rLlhall perifh as the brute beails by whom they were

begotten, not having a reafonable foul, or any breath

ofthe Almighty infufed into it.

p And fuch can never be capable of a refurrection.

''And the fame is alfo true in imperfect and abortive

births.
Some are of opinion, that monfters maybe ingen-

deredby feme infernal fpirit. Of this mind was A-

gidos Facius, fpeaking of a deformed monfter, born

at Cracovia, and Hironemus Gardanus wrote of a

maid that was got with child of a devil, (lie thinking
it had been a fair young man; the like alio is re

corded by Vicentius of the prophet Merlin, that he

was begot by an evil fpirit.
But what a repup nance would it be both to reli

gion and nature if the devils could beget men; when

we are taught to believe, that not any was ever be

gotten without human feed except the Son of God.

— t lie devil then being a fpirit, having no corpoietd

fubftance, has therefore no feed of generation: To

iky that he can ufe the ait of generation effectually,
is to affirm t'at he can make fomething of nothing,

and confequently to affirm the devil to be God, for

creation belongs to God onjy.

Again— If the de-ril could affume to hirrffe'fa deadfc

body and enliven the faculties of it, and make it

able to generate, as fome
affirm he can, yet his body

muft bear the image of the devil; and it borders

Upon blafphemy tc think that God mould fo far

jgive leave to the devil, as out of God's image to
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raife his own diabolical offspring. Tn the fchool of

nature we are taught the contrary, viz. that like be

gets lik-; therefore of a devil man cannot be born,

yet it is not denied, but the devils transforming
themfelves into h"Uman fhapes, may abufe both men

and women, and wi.h wicked people- ufe carnal

copulation; but that any fuch unnatural conjunc
tion can bring a human creature, is contrary both

to nature and religion.

CHAP. VI.

■A Difcourfe of the happy State ofMatrimony, as it
is appointed of God, and the true Felicity that re •

dounds thereby to either Sex, and to what end it is

Ovd-iined.

WITHOUT doubt, the uniting of hearts in holy
wedlock is of all conditions the happieft, for

then a man has a fecond fidf, to whom ha can un

ravel his thoughts, as well as a fweet companion in

his labor; he h.o; one in wbofe bi eaft as in a fafe ca

binet, he may repofe his inmoft fecrets, efpecially
where reciprocal love and inviolate faith is fettled;
for there nocare, fear, jenlouf, , miftiuft, or hatred
can ever inteipoie. For what man ever hated his
own flem, and truly a wife, if rightly confidered,
as our grandfather obferved, is or ought to be ef-
teemed of every honeft man, hone of his bone, and
flefli of his fle(h, &c.

_

Nor was it the leaft care of
the Almighty to ordain {o near an union, and that
for two caufes, the fii ft for increafe of poflerity,
the fecond to bridle and bind man's wandering de-
fires and affections; nay, that they mifihr be yet
hapoier when God had joined them together, he
bieffed them, as it is in the ii. of Genefis." Columi-
la contemplating this happy J-uu-j tells out of the
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Economy of X. nophon, that the marriage bed is

not only the moft pleafant, but' profitable couifc of

life, that may be entered on for the prefervation and

increafe of pofterity; wherefore fince marriage is

the moft fafe, fure, and delightful ftation of man

kind, who is exceeding prone, by =he ^dictates, of

..nature, to propagate his like, he does in no ways

""provide amifs for his own tranquillity who enters

"into it, efpecialiy when he comes to maturity of

years, for there are msny abufes in marriage, con

trail to what is ordained, which in the eniuing

chapter I fhall expofe to view.

But to proceed, feeing our bleffed Saviour and his

holy apoftles detefted unlawful lull, and pronoun

ced thofi; to b° excluded the kingdom of heaven,

that polluted themfelves with adultery and whoring,
I cannot conceive what face perfons can have to co

lour their impieties, who, hating matrimony, make

it their ftudv how they may live licentioufly; but

in fo doing, they rather feek to themfelves torment,

anxiety and dii'quietudes, than certain pleafure, he-

fides the hazard of their immortal foul; for certain

it is, mercenary love, (or a? the wife man calls them)
harlots frniles, cannot be true and fincere, and there

fore not pleafant, but rather a net kid
to betray fuch

as trurt in them into all mifchief, as Solomon ob-

fri-s, by tlr young men void of under/landing,
v.
-•
y turned afide to the harlot's houfe. As a bird

to the (hare of the fowler, of an ox to the (laugh
-

ter, till the dart be (truck through the livei. Nor

in this care can they have children, thofe -ridcar;ng

pi: 'T2s of cor.juga! affection; or if they<have, they

will_ rather redound to their fhame than comfort,

bearing the odious brand of caftards
: Hai lots, like-

wife, ar? like fwJIows flying in the fuinmtr feafon

of profperity, but the black ftormy weather cf ad-

ver'fity coming, they take wings and fly into other

regions; that is, fcok tiumiU.es other lovers, but
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a virtuous chafte wife, fixing her entire love upon

her hufband, and fubmitting to him as her head and

king, by whofe directions ft.e ought to fteer ir> all

lawful courfes, will, like a faithful companion, ihaie

patiently with him in all adveifities, run with cheer-

fulnefs through all difficulties and dangers, though
ever fo hazardous, to preferve oraffifthim in po

verty, ficknefs, or whatever other misfortunes may
befall him ; acting according to her duty in all

things; but a proud, imperious harlot will do more

thari fhe lifts in the fun thine of profperity; and,
like a horfe-leech, ever craving and never fatisfied,
ftill feeming difpleafed if all her extravagant crav

ings be not anfwered, not regarding the ruin and

mifery (he brings upon him bv thefe means, though
(he ice ins to doat upon him, ufing t» confirm her hy-
pocrify with crocodile's tears, vows and fwoonings,
when her cully is to depart awhile, or feems but to

dtny her immoderate defires; yet this hfts no lon

ger than (lie can gratify her appetite and prey upon
his fortune. Remarkable is the ftory thatCornardus
Gofmer tells us of a young man travelling from A-

thens to Thebes, who met by the way a beautiful la

dy, as to his appearance fhe feemed adorned with all

perfections ofbeauty, glittering with gold and pre
cious ftones. This feeming fair one faluted him,
and inviting him to her hcufit, not far off, pretend
ing to be exceedingly enamoured with him, and de
clared fhe had a long time waited for an opportuni
ty to find him alone, that (he might reveal her paf->
fion to him. The young fjark went with her, and
when he came to her houfe, he found it, to appear
ance, built very ftately, and very well furnifbed;
which fofar wrought upon his covetous inclination,
that he refolved to put off his intended journey, and
yield to her enticements; but whilft (he was lead

ing him to fee the pleafant places adjoining to the

houfe, came up a holy pilgrim, who teeing in what
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danger the youth was, refolved to fet him in Ids

right fenfes, and (hew him what he imagined real,
v. r.s quite otherwife; fo that by powerful prayer the

c-mift was taken from before his eyes, who then be-

held his lady ugly, deformed and monftrous, and

that whatever had appeared glorious and beautiful,
v. as. only train. Then he made her conf fs what me

wasy and her ch?fign upon the young man, wlrch

fh; did, faying, the was one of the Lamia; or Fa

ne s, and that ihc had thus enchanted him on pur-

p :ff to get him into her power, that (he might de

vour him. This psffaqe ma- be fully alluded _to
harlots, who d"aw thof: that follow their mifjuid-

ir.e lights into the place of danger, till they have

caufe c! them to ihipwreck theirfVrtur.es, and then

leave them to ftruggle with the ftorrr.s of adverfitr

which thev have raif-td. Now on the contrary, a

loving, chaff:-, and evtn-tcmpered wife, feeks what

(he may to prevent fuch dangers, and in every con

dition does all to mate him eafy. And, in a word,

as there is no content; in the embraces of a hanot,

fo there is no greater joy than in the reciprocal af

fection and endearing; embraces of a loving, obedi

ent and chafte wife. Nor is that the principal end

for which matrimony was ordained, but that the

man might follow t:3e law of his creation, by the

increafing of his kind, and replenifh the earth, for

this was the irjurftion laid upon him in l'aradde

before his fall —To conclude, a virtuous wife is a

crown and ornament to her hufoand, and her price

is above rubies, but the ways of a harlot are deceifc-

ful.

C %
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CHAP. VII.

Oferrors in Marriage, why they are, and the Pre*

judice of them.

BY
errors in marriage, I mean the unfitnefs ofthe

perfons man v ng to enter into this ftate, and

that both with reipeft to age and the constitution of

their bodies; and therefore thofe that dcii»n to en

ter into that condition ought to cbierve their, abili

ty, and not run themfelves upon inconveniencies;
for thofe that marry too younfi, may be ("aid to mar--

ry unfeafonably, not confidcriug their inaHJitv, npr

examining the force of nature; for fome, before

they are ripe for confummation offo weighty a mat

ter, who either rafhly of their own accord, or by the

inftigation of procurers of marriage-brokers, or elfe
forced thereto by their parents, who covet a large
dowry, take upon them this yoke to their prejudice,
by which fome, before the expiration ofa year, have
been fo enfeebled, that all their vital moifture has

been exhaufted, which hath not been reftcred again
without great trouble and the -ufe of medicines.—

Wherefore my advice is, that it is no ways conve

nient to fuffer children, or fuch as are not of age,
to marry or get* children ; but he that propofes to

marry, muft ooferve to choofe a wife of an honeft

ftock, defcended of temperate parents, being chafle,
well bred, ofgood manners. For, if a woman have

good conditions, (he hath portion enough. I hat of
Alemenia in Plautus, is much to the purpofe, where
he brings in a young woman fpeaking.
/ take not that to be my dswry, which
The vulgarfort do wealth and honor callt

But all my wijhes terminates in th!-,
T obey my hujband and be chajie withal ;

To have Gcd7sfsar and beauty on my ??:ii:d,
To do thofe good nwho'rt virtuoufly m ■:,'/■••' {.
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Ami 1 think (lie was in the right of it, for fuch a wife

is more precious than rubies.

It is certainly the duty of parents to be careful in

bringing up their children in the ways oi virtue, and

to have regard to their honor and reputation, and

jefpeciaty of virgins, when grown to be marriage
able. For as has been before noted, if through the

too much feverity of parents, they may be ck- fled

in their love, many of them throw themfelves into

"the unchafte arms ofthe next alluring tempter that

comes in the wny, being, through the f rtoefs and

flexibility of their nature, and the ftrong defire they
have after what nature ftrongiy incites them tOgrca-
fily induced to believe man's falfe vows of promiied

marriage to cover their (hame, and then too late their

parents repent
'ft; eir feverity, which has brought

an indeliable ftain upon their families. _

Another error in marriage is, ' he inequality of

years in the parties married; fuch. as fir a young'

man, who, to advance his fortune, marries a woman

old enouch to be his grandmother, between whom,

for the moil part, ftnfe, je-aioufies, and difc -.atents

are ail the bi Tlings which ciown the genial bed, it

being impoflihle for fuch to have any chiUren.—

The like may be (kid, though with a tune excufe,

wh?n an old doting follow marries a virgin in the

pnrn,' of her vouth and vigor, who, while he va.n-

ly fttives to pleaie her, is thereby wedded to his

frav.:. For as in green youth it is unfit and ur.fea-

fon-bie to think of marriape, fo to marry in old age

is altogether tie fame; for tb'-y that eu.ei upon it

too foon are ioon exhaufted, «t.-,d fall lotoconfump-

tions and divers other difeafes, anxKthofe that pro

crastinate and marry unfeemly foil into the like in-

converiencies ; on the other fide, having only 1 his

honor, of an old man they become young cuckolds,

efpecialiy if their wives,
have not been named up

in the paths- of virtue, aadjic i&y siutii op«n to the
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importunity and temptation of lewd and debauched

men. And thus much for the errors of rafh, incon-

fsderate and inconfiderable marriages.

CHAP. VIII. \
The Opinion ofthe Learnedconcerning Children, con
ceived and born within Seven months, with argu
ments upon the Subjecl,to preventfufpicion of In-

continency, and bitter contejls on that account. To

which are added, Rules to know the difpcftion of
Man's Body by the Genital parts.

MANY
bitter quarrels happen between men and

their wives, upon the man's fuppofition that
his ch'ld came too foon, and by confequence that he
cdu'd not be the father; whereas it was thro' want
of ur.derftarding the iecrets ofnature, that brought
themnn into that error; and which had he known,
might have cured him of his fufpicicn and jeaioufy;
to remove which, I (hall endeavor to prove that it is

poflible, and has been frequently known, that chil
dren have been born at feven months. The cafes
of this nature that have happened, have madewoik
for the lawyers, who have left it to the phyficians
top'judge, by viewing the child, whether it be a

child in feven, eight, or ten months. Paul, the
ccurfelior, has this p«ffoge, in the nineteenth book
of pitading, viz. It is now a received truth, that a
perfect child may be born in the feventh month, by
the authority ofthe learned Kypocrates, and there
fore w. rruft believe that a child born at the end of
the ie.enth month in lawful matrimony, may be
lawfully begotten. Galen is cf opinion, that there
is uo ceitain time fet for bearing of children; and
that from Pliny's authority, who makes mention of
a woman that went tmrteen months with child, but
as to what concerns the fevcith mouth, a ieru^ud
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author faid—I know feveral married people in Hol

land that had twins born in the feventh month, who
lived to old age, having lufty bodies, and lively
minds. Wherefore their opinion is abfurd, who af-

fert, that a child at feven months cannot be perfect
and long lived; and that he cannbt in all parts be

perfect till the ninth month, thereupon this author

proceeds to tell a paffagefrom his own knowledge,
viz. Of late, fays he, there happened a great d:f:ur-,
bance among us, which ended not without blood

shed, and was occafioned by a virgin, whole ehai-

tity had been violated, defcendedofa noble fami

ly, of unfpotted fame. Now feveral charged the

fact upon the judge, who wa* prefident of a city in

Flanders, who ftifly denied it, faying, he was ready
to take his oath that he never had any carnal copu

lation with her, and that he would not father that

which was none of his. And farther argued, that

he verily believed that it was a child born in feven

months, himfelf being many miles diftant from the

mother of it, when it was conceived, whereupon the

judges decreed, that the child fhould be viewed by
able phyficians, and experienced women, and that

th*y fho.uld make their report; who having made

diligent enquiry, all of them with one mind, con

cluded the child (without refpecting who was the

father) was born within the fpace of feven months,
and that it was carried in the mother's womb but

tvenry-feven weeks and odd days; but if Ihe fhould

have gone full nine months, the child's parts and

limbs would have been more firm and ftrong, and

the ftructure of the body mote compact, for the (km

was very loofe, and the breaft-l-one that defends the

heart, and the griltle that lay over theftomach lay

higher than naturally they fhould be; not plain, but

crooked and (harp ridged, or pointed like thofe of

a young chicken, hatched in the beginning of luring.
And beiog a fesnaie infant, it wanted nails upon the
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joints of the fingers,upon which, from the mafculous,
or cartilaginous matter of the (kin, nails that are

very fmooth to come, and by degrees harden, fhe had

initead of nails a thin fkin or Aim. £s for her toes,

there was no fign of nails upon them, wanting the

heat which was expanded to the fingers, from the

nearnefs ofthe heart. All this being confidered,
and above all, one gentlewoman of quality that af

filed, aflirming that fhe had been the mother of

mneteen children, and that divers of them had been

born and lived at feven months ; they, without fa

vor to any party, made their report, that the infant

was a child of feven months, though within the fo-

venth'month, for in fuch cafes, the revolution ofthe

moon ought to be obferved, which perfects itfelf in
four bare weeks, or fomewhat lefs than twenty-

eight days, in which fpace of the revolution, the

blood being agitated by the force of the moon,

ought the courfes of the woman to flow from them,
which heing foent, and the matrix being cleanled

from the menftruous blood, which happens on the

fourth day, then if a man on the feventh day lie with

his wife, the copulation is moft natural, and then is

the conception beft, and the child thus begotten
may be born in the feventh month, and prove vtry
healthful: So that upon this report the fuppofed fa

ther was pronounced innocent, upon proof that lie
was one hundred miles dfftant a'i that month in

which the child was begotten; and as for the mo

ther, fhe ftrongly denied that (lie knew the father,
being forced in the dark, and fo tin ougli fear and

furprize was left in ignorance.
As for coition it ought not to be had unlef the

parties be in health, leaft it turn to the difadvantage
ofthe children fo becorten, creating in them, thro*
the abundance of ill humours, divers ianguiihing d.T- .

eafes, wherefore' health is no way better to be de

cerned than by the genitals ofthe wan. For which
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reafon midwives, and other flrilful women, were

formerly wont to fee the tefticles of children, there

by to conjecture their temperature and ftate of bo

dy ; and young men may know thereby the figns or

fymptoms ofdeath ; for if the cafes. of the tefticles

be loofe and feeble, and the cods fall down, it de

notes that the viiai fpirits, which are the props of

life, are fallen ; but if the fecret parts be wrinkled

and raifed up, it is a fign all is well ; but that the

event may exactly anfwcr the prediction, it is necef-

fary to confider what part of the body the difeafe

poffeffeth ; for if it chance to be the upper part that

is afflicted, as the head or ftomach, then it will not

fo well appear by the members, which are uncon

cerned with fuch grievance. ; but the lower part of

the body exactly fympathizing with them, their iive-

linefs on the contrary makes it apparent ; for na

ture's force, and the fpirits thafe have their inter-

courfe, firft manifeft themfelves therein, which oc-

cafion midwives to feel the genitals of children, to

know in what part the grief is rcfided, and whether

life or death be portended thereby* the fymptoms

being ftrongly communicated byWe veffels, that

have their intercourfe with the principal feat of life.

CHAP. IX.

Of the Green Sicknefs in Virgins, with'its Caufes,

Signs, andCures ; together with the chiefocCafwn

tf Barrennefs of Women, and the^ means to re

move the Caufe,' and render them Fruitful.

THE
Green Sicknefs is fo common a diftemper

in virgins, efpecialiy thofe of a phlegmatic

complexion, that it is eafily difcerned, (hewing it-

ielf bv difcolourinR the face, making it look green,

pale, and of a dufty c.lour ; pvoceeding from raw
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and indicefted humours: nor dorh it only appearto
the eye, but fenfibly afflicts the perfon with difficul-;

ties of breathings, pains in the head, palpitations of
the heart, with unufi.fd breathings, and fmall th rob

bings ofthe arteries in the tempfos, neck, and back,
which often cafts them into fevers, when the hu

mour is over vicious: alfo loathing of meat, and
the dif'ention of the hypocondican part, by r?afon
cf the foordihateeffluchon ofthe menftruous bfo> d

to the greater vtiTels; and from the abundance f

hie'ours the w' -

!e body i; often troubled with fuel

ling, or at leaft the thighs, legs, and ancles, all a-

bove the heel-.. There is alfo a great wea'rintfs of

the body without any reafon for it.

The Galenical r)hT-f>i;vis a firm that this dif.em-

per proceeds focin the wor.f, e;ccafioned by the a-

bundance ci grofs, .icious, and rude humours arif-

ing iron feveial irward caufos; but there are alfo
cutward caufs, which have a (hare in the produc
tion of it; as taking cold in the feet, drinking of

water, intemp: u,<.ct- of diet, curing of things con

trary to natv e, viz. Raw or burnt fkfh, allies, coa's,
old fhoes, chaik, wax, nut-(hells, mortar, lime, cat-
meal, toh.acco pipes, &</. Which occafion Voth a

fuppreflion ofthe menfes, and obftiuf.ions through
the whole body; therefore the firft thing neeeffory
to vindicate the caufe is matrimonial corjunclicn,
pod fbcbjccpuf tirn as may prove lansfactory to her
that is arrliftL-'i; fur then the monies will begin to

flow, according to their ratmal and due cenrfe, and

thelmmeurs beinj/ diiperfed will foon waftethem-

feives; and then no nmre matter being admitted to

increafo them, they will vanish, and a good tempe-
r.oi.ent of body will return; but in cafe this belt rer

niedy cannot be had foon enough, then blood her in
the ancles; and if fhe he about the ap» of fixteen,
you may hkewife do it in the aim, but let her blood
but fparirgly, efpecialiy if the blood be good. 1|
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the difeafe be of any continuance, then it is to be e-

radicatcd bypuroing, preparation ofthe humour firft
ccnfidered, whit*, maybe done by the virgin's drink
ing of decoct of guiacum, with dittany o'fCreete;
but the beft purge in this cafe, ought to be n.ade of

aloes, agric, fenna, rhubarb; and for ftrengthening
the bowels, and opening obftructions, chalybeat me
dicines are chiefly to be ufed. The diet mdl be

moderate, and (harp things by all means avoided.—

And for finding the humours, take prepared ffocl,
bezoar ftone, the root of fcotzonera, oil of chryfial
in fmali wine, and let the diet be moderate, but in no
wife let vinegar be ufed therewith, nor upon any
occahon. And info obferving, the humours will be
dilated and difperfed, whereby the complexion will

return, and the body be lively and full of vigor.
And now fince barrennels daily creates difcon-

tent, and that oifcontent breeds difference between

man and wife, or by immediate grief frequently cafts
the woman into one or other diftempcr, I iliall in
die next place treat thereof.

Of Barrennefs.
Formerly before women came to the marriage-

b?d. they were firft fearched by the midwife, and

thofe only which (lie allowed of as fruitful were ad

mitted. I hope therefore itwill not be amifs to (hew

you how they may prove themfelves, and turn the

barren ground into a fruitful foil. Barrer.ncfs is a

deprivation of life and power, which ought to be in

feed, to procreate and propogate. For which end

men and women were made.

Caufes cf barrennefs. It is cavifed by over-much

cold or heat, driving up the fed, and corrupting it,
which extinguifties the life of the feed, making it

waterifh and unfit for generation- It may be canfed

alfo by not flowing, or overflowing of the couife-,

byfwellings, ulcers, and inflammations ofthe womb,
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by an excrefcence of flelh growing about the ma-

t( ix, by the mouth ofthe Womb being turned to the

back or fide, by fatnefs of the bo"/, whereby the

mouth ofthe matrix is clofed up, being preffed with

the omentum, or caui, and the matter ofthe feed is

turned too fat ; or if fhe be ofa lean and dry body to
the world, fhe proves barren; becaufethough (hedoth

conceive, yet the fruit of her body will wither be

fore it comes to peifection, for want of nourifhment.
Silvius afcribes one caufe of bartennefs to compel
led copulation ; as when parents force their daugh
ters to have hufbands contrary to their liking, there
in marrying their bodies not their hearts, and where

there is a want of love, there, for the moft part is no

conception ; as very often appears in women which

are deflowered againft their wills. Another main

caufe of this barrennefs, is attributed to want of a

convenient moderating quality which the woman

ought to have with the man ; as if he be hot, fhe
muft be cold ; if he be dry, (lie muft be moift ; but

but if they be both dry, or both moift of conftitution

they cannot propagate ; and yet (imply confidered
of themfelves, they are not barren ; for he and fhe

who were before as the barren fig tree, being join
ed to an apt conftitution, become as the fruitful

vine. And that a man and woman f ring every way
of like conftitution cannot procrea'e, I will bring
nature itfelf for a teftimony, who hath made man of
the better conftitution than woman, that the quality
of the one may moderate the quality of the other.

Signs ofBarrennefs.
If barrennefs doth proceed from over-much heat,

(lie is of a dry body, fubjectto anger, hath black

hair, quick pulfo, her purgations flow but little, and
'

that With pain, (he loves to play in the courts of
Venus. But if it comes bv cold, then are the figns
contrary to thofe ev.n now recited. Jf through the
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evil quality of the womb,make a fuffnmigation of red
ftorax, myrrh, caffia wood, nutmeg, cinnamon ; and

let her receive the fume of it into the womb,coverirog
her very clofe ; and if the odour fo received, pal-
feth through the body up into the mouth and nof

trils, of herfelf (Ire is fruitful ; but if file feels not

the fume in her mouth and nofe, it argues barren

nefs one of thefe ways, that the fpirit of the feed is

either through cold extirguiflied, or through heat

diflipated. If any woman be fufpected to be un

fruitful, caft natural brimftone, fuch as are digged
out ofthe mine, in her urine ; and if worms breed

therein, of herfelf (tie is not barren.

Prognoftics. Barrennefs makes women look

young, becaufe they are free from thofe pains and

forrows which other women are accuftomed to bring
forth withal. Yet they have net the full perfection
of health which fruitful women do enjoy, becaufe

they are not rightly purged ofthe menftruous blood,
and fuperfluous feed, which two, are the principal
caufe of moft uterine difeafes.

Cure. Firft the caufe muft be removed, and the

womb ftrengthened, and the fpirits of the feed en

livened.

If the womb be over hot ; take fyrup of fuccory
with rhubarb, fyrup of violets, endive, rofes, caffia,

purilain. Take'of er.d-ve, water-lilies, borage-flow
ers, of each a handful; rhubarb, mirobalan of each

three drams, with water make a decoction, and to

the (training of the :yrup, eiectuaiy of violets one

ounce, fyrup of caffia half an ounce, manna three

drams ; make a potion : Take of fyrup of mug-

wort one ounce, fyrup of maiden-hairtwo ounces ;

pti'y, elect, triafand one dram, make a julep. Take

piu. faint, elect, rof. mefnae of each three drams,

rhubarb one fcruple, and make a bolus, apply to the

reins and privities fomentations of the juice of ietice,

jiojets, rofes, mallows, vine leaves, and night fliadej
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anoint the fecret parts with the coolir.g unguent of

Galon.

If the power ofthe feed be extinpuifl edby cold,
take every morning two fpoonfuls cf cinnamon wa

ter, with one fcruple of mithridate: 'I ake fyrup of

calamint, mugwort, betony, of each erne ounce; wa

ters vf penny-royal, feverfew, hyffop, foge. of each
two ounces, make a julep: Take oil of annifeed two

fcruples and an half; diacimini, diacliathi, diamofci,

diaglaangteofeacl-i one ounce, fugarfourounces.v/ith
water of cinnamon, make lozenges, take of them a

dram and half twice a day, two hours before meals;
fallen cuppirsg-glaffes to the hips and beily. Take

of ilyrax, calamint, one ounce, maftick, cinnamon,
nutmeg, lign, aloes, frankincenfe, of each half an

ounce, mufk ten grains, arnbergreafe, "half a fcruple,
with role water, make a confection, divide it into

four equal part;, of one part make a pomum odora-

tum to fmell on, if fhe be not hyfterical; ofthe fe

cond make a mafs of pills, and Jet her take three

every mght; of the third make a peffary, dip it in

the oil of fpikenard and put it up ; of the fourth
make a fuffumi,tration for the womb.

If the faculties of the womb be weakened, and
the life ofthe feed fuffocated by over much humidi

ty flowing to thefe parts. Take of betony, marjo
ram, mugwort, pcnriy-rcyal, balm, of each a hand

ful, roots of allom, fennel, of each two drams, anni
feed, cummin, of each one dram, with fugar and wa

ter afufficiem o:-„"tity,make a fyrup, and take three
our:ces every morning.

11 barrennefs proceeds from drynefs, confuming
the matter of the feed; take every day almond milk,
and goats milk extracted with honey. Ke.r often of
the root fatyron candied, and of the elect iay of di-

afyren. Take three wedders heads, boil them un

it all the ffolh come from the bones, then take me-

lil'ot. violets, camomile, mercury, orchis with their
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roots, of each a handful, fennigreek, lintfeed, vale
rian roots, of each one pound , let all thefe be de

cocted in the aforefaid broth, and let the woman lit

in the decoction up to the navel.

If barrennefs be caufed by any proper effect of

the womb, the cure is ftt down in the fecond part ;

fometimes the womb proves barren when there is no

impediment on either fide, except only in the man

ner of the act ; as when in the emiffion ofthe feed,
the man is quick and the woman too flow, whereby
there is not an emiffion of bath feeds at the lame in-

ftant as the rules ofconception requires ; before the

acts of coition foment the private parts with the de-

cotioo of betony, fage hyffop, and calimint ; ami

ano;nt the mouth and neck ofthe womb with mufk

and civet

The caufe of barrenefs being removed, let the

womb be corroborated as follows :

take of bay berries, maftick, nutmeg, frankin-

cenfe, nuts, laudanum, gaipanum, of each one dram,

ftyracis kq-iid two fcruples, cloves half a fcruple,

arnbergreafe two grains, then with oil cf fepikemud
make a pefkry.
The ,r?teft time for conception is inftant'y after

the menfos are ceafod, becaufe then the womb is

thirfty and dry, apt both to draw the feed, and re

turn it, by the roughnefo of the inward fuperficjs.
And fefodes, in fome the mouth of the womb is

turned into the back or fide, and is not placed right
until the fo.lt day of the.courfes.

Excafs in ail things is to be avoided ; lay afide

ail puff on of the mind, ihun ftudy and care, as

thincs that are enemies to conception ; for if a wo

man conceives under fuch circumftances, how v;ife

foever the parents are, the children at the beft will bo

but foolifh', becaufe the animal faculties cf the pa

rent, viz. the underil.indfog and the reft (from
whence the child derives its rsdbn) are, as it were
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confufed, through the multiplicy of cares and cogi
tations ; examples hereof we have in learned men,

who after great ftudy and care, inftantly accompa

ny with their wives, often beget very foolifh chil

dren. A hot and moift air is moft convenient, as

appears by the women in Egypt, ,who ufually biing
forth three or four children at one time.

CHAP. X.

Virginity, what it is, in what it confljfs, and heixr

violated; together with the Opinion ofthe Learned
about the Mutation of the Sex in the. Wo?nb, du

ring the operation ofNature inframing the Body.

rlHH£R.E are many ignorant people that boaft of
J- their fkill in the knowledge of virginity, and

fome virgins have undergone hard cenfures through
their ignorant determinations ; and therefore I tho't

it highly neceffary to clear this point, that the tow

ering imaginations of conceited ignorance may be

brought down, and the fair fex ( whofe virtues are

fo illuftrioufly bright, that they both excite our won.
der, and command our imitation ) may be freed from

the calumnies and detractions of ignorance and en

vy ; and fo their honors may continue as unfpotted.
as they have kept their peifons uncontaminated, ana
free from defilement.

Virginity in aftrictfenfe does fignify the prime,
the chief, the beft of any thing, which make men fo
defirous of marrying virgins, imagining fome fecret
pleafure to be enjoyed in their embraces, more than
in thofe of widows, or fuch as before hath been lain
withal ; though not many years ago, a very gieat
perfon was of another mind, and to ufe his own ex-

preffions
"
that the getting of a maiden-head was

"
fuch a piece of drudgery, as was more proper for
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"

a porter than a prince." But this was only his

opinion, for moft men 1 am Cure, have other fenti-
nients. But to our purpofe,
The curious inquirers into nature's fecrets have

obferved, that in young maids in the finu pudoris, < >r

in that place which is called the neck ofthe womb,
is that pondous production, vulgarly called the hy
men, but more rightly the clauftrum virginale, and
in the French,

"

button de rofe," or rofe bud, be

caufe it refembles the bud of a rofe expanded, of a
conve gilly flower. From hence is derived the word

defloro, or deflower. And hence taking away vir

ginity is called deflowering a virgin. Moft being
of opinion, that the virginity is altogether loft when
this duplication is fraftured and diflipated by vio

lence ; and when it is found perfect and entire, no

penetration has been made ; and it is the opinion of
fome learned phyficians that there is not either hymen
or fkin expanded, containing blood in it, which di

vers think in the firft copulation flows from the frac

tured expanfe.
Now this clauftrum or virginale,or flower, is com-

pofed of four carbuncles or little buds like myrtle-
berries,, which in virgins are full and plump, butin
women flag and hangloofe; and thefe are placed
in the four angles of the (Thus pudoris joined to

gether by little membranes and ligatures like fibres,
each of them (ituated in the tefticles, or fpaces be

tween each carbuncle, with which in a manner they
are proportionablydiftended, which membranes be

ing once deiacerated, denote devirgination ; and

many inquifitive, and yet ignciant perfons finding
their wives defective herein the firft r/ght of their

marriage, have thereupon fufpected their clmftity,
concluded another had been there before them.

Now to undeceive fuch, I do affirm, that fuch frac

tures happen divers accidental ways, as well as by

population with men, viz. by violent itraining,cough-
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isg, fneezing, ftopffng of urine, and violent motion
of the veffels, forcibly fending down the humors,
which prtffing for paffage, break the ligatures or

membrane; fo that the intirenefs of frajfture of that
which i: commonly taken for their virginity or mai

den-head, is no aofolute fign ofdiihonefty ; though
certain it is, that it is more frequently bioke in copa-a

lation than by any other means.

I have heard, rh*r at an affize held at Rutland a

young man was tried for a rape, in forcing a virgin ;

when"after divers queftions afked, and the maid

fovea:- in;? poffnively to the matter, naming the time,
place, and manner of the action ; it was upon ma

ture deliberation refolved, that (he fhould be fearch-

ed by a fkiiful furgeon and two midwives, who werd

to make their report upon their oathi : which after

due examination, they accordingly did, affirming,
that the membranes were entire, and not deiacerat*

ed ; and that it was their opinion, for that reafon,
that her body had not been penetrated. Which fo

for wrought with the jury, that the prifoner was ac

quitted; and the maid aftei wards canfoffed, fhe

fwore againft him out of revenge, he hav;ng pro-

mi fed to marry her, and afterward'; declined it.

And this much fhall fuffice to be fpoken concerning
viiginiry.

i fha'l now proceed to fomething of nature's o-

peration, in mutation of fexes in the womb.
This point is of much necefrity, by reafon ofthe

different opinions of men relating to it ; therefore

before any thing poffitively can be afferted, it will
be altogether convenient to recite what has been de

livered, as well in the negative as affirmative. And

firft, Severus Plinus who argues for the negative,
writes thus ; The genital parts of both fexes are fo
unlike others in fubftance, compofition, fituafon,
figure, action aad ufe, thar nothing is more unlike;
and by how much more all parts of the body (the



Ariftotle's Mafter-Piece completed. 57

breads excepted which in women fwell more, be
caufe nature ordained them for fuckling the infant, )
have exact refemblance ; fo much more do the geni
tal parts ofthe one fex compared with the other dif
fer ; and if their figure be thus different, much more
in their ufe. The venerial appetite alfo proceeds
from different caufes ; for in man it proceeds from
a defite of emiffion, and in woman from a defire of

reception, in women alfo, the chief of thofe parts
are concave, and apt to receive, but in men they are
more porous.

Thefe things coafidered, I cannot but wonder

(added he) how any one can imagine, that the ge
nital members ofthe female births fhould be chang
ed unto thofe that belong to males, fince by thofe

parts o«ly the diftinction of fexes is made ; nor can

1 well impute the reafon of this vulgar error to any
thing, but the miftake of unexpert midwives, who
have been deceived by th; evil conformation ofthe
parts, which in fome male births may have hap
pened to have fome fmall protrufions, not to have
been difcerned ; as appears by the example of a

child chriftened at Paris by the name of Joan as a

girl, which afterwards proved a boy ; and on the

contrary, the over far extenfion of the clyroris in
female births may have occafioned the like miftakes.
Thus far Pliny proceeds in the negative : And yet

notwithftanding what he has faid, there are divers
learned phyficians that have afferted the affirmative
of which number Galen is one. A man (faith he)
is different from a woman in nothing elfe but having
his genital members without the body; but a woman
hath them within. It is certain, that if nature hav

ing formed, fhould convert him into a woman, (he
hath no ether talk to perform, but to turn his genital
rnerwhers inward ; and (b turn a woman into a man

bv the contrary operation ; but this is to be under-
P
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flood ofthe child when it is in the womb, and not

perfectly formed; fof divers times nature hath made

a female, and it hath fo remained in the womb of

the mother for near a month or two, and afterward

plenty of heat increafing in the genital members,
they have iffued forth, and the child has become a

?r^!e, yet retaining fome ceitain geftures unbefit

ting the mafculine fex ; as female actions, a fhrill

voice, and a more effeminate temper than ordinary :

contrariwife, nature having often made a male, aad
cold humours flowing to it, the genitals being invert
ed, yet ftill retaining a mafculine air both in voice

and geftures. Now, though both thefe opinions
are fupported by feveral reafons, yet I efteem the

latter more agreeable to truth, for there is not that

vaft difference between the genitals ofthe two fex

es, as Pliny would have us believe there is, for a wo
man has in a manner the fame members with the

man, though they appear not outward, but are in

verted for the conveniency of generation : the chief
difference being that the one is folid, and the other

porous, and the principal reafon for changing fexes

is, and muft be attributed to heat or cold, fuddenlyl
and (lowly contracted, which operates accoidingt*

'

its greater or leffer force.

C H A P. XI.

Directions andCautionsforMidwives, and how firjl
* Midwife ought to be qeiulijied,

A
MIDWIFE that would acquit herfelf well in
her employment, ought by no means to entei

upon it rafhly or unadvifedly, but with greit caution.
confidering that (he is accountable for ail the mif
chief that bsfals through her wilful ignorance or

neglect ; therefore let none take upon them the of



Ariftotle's Mafter-Piece completed. 59

£ce barely upon pretence of maturity of years, and

child-bearing, for in fuch for the moft pait there are

divers things wanting that ought to be obferved ;

which is the occasion fo many women and children

are loft. Now, for a midwife in relation to her per-

fon, thefe things ought to be obferved ; viz. She

muft neither be too young nor too old, neither ex

traordinary fat, nor weakened by leannefs, but in a

good habit of body ; nor fubject to difeales, fears,
nor fudden frights ; her body well (haped, and neat

in her attire ; her hands fmooth and fmall, her nails

ever paired fhort, not fuffering any rings to be up

on her finger during the time ihc is doing her office,
nor any thing upon her Wrifts that may obftruct.

And to thefe ought to be added activity, and a

convenient firength, with much cautioufnefs and

diligence, not fubject to drowfinefs, nor apt to be

impatient.
A? for her manners, (he ought to be courteous,

affable, fober, chafte, and not fubject to paffion,
bountiful and companionate to the poor, and not

covetous when fhe attends upon the rich.

Her temper chearful and pleafant, that (he m-.y

the better comfort her patient in the dolorous la

bors ; nor muft (he at any time jrake too much

hafte, though her bufinefs fhould require her in a-

nother cafe, left (he thereby endanger the mother of
the child.

Of fpirit, (he ought to be wary, prudent, and cun

ning ; but above all, the fear of God ought to hav$

the afcen'dant in her foul, which will give her both

knowledge and difbretion, as the wife man tells \x%.
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C H A P. XII.

Further Directions for Midwives, teaching thot

'what they ought to do, and what to avoid.

SINCE
the office of a Midwife has fo'great an in

fluence on the well or ill-doing of women and

children, in the firft place let her be advantageous to
her practice, never thinking herfelf fo perfect, but

that (he may add to her knowledge by ftudy and ex

perience ; yet never let her make an experiment at,
her* patient's coft, nor apply any experiment in

that cafe, unlefs (he has tried them, or knows they
will do no harm ; practifing neither upon poor nor

rich, but fpeaking freely what (he knows; and by;
no means prefcribing fuch medicines as will cauie

abortion, though defired ; whichtta high degree
of wickednefs, and may be termed murder. If fhe

be fent for to them fhe knows not, let her be very
cautions ere (he goes, left by laying an infectious

woman (lie endanger the fpoiling of others, as fome
times it happens ; neither muft (he make her houfef
a receptacle for great bellied women to difch?rge
their burdens in ; left her houfe get an ill name, and

fhe thereby looferiier practice.
In laying of women, if the birth happen to be

large and difficult, (he muft not feem to be concern

ed but muft cheer up the woman, and do what (he

cr.n to make her labor eafy. For which (he may
&ne\ directions in the fecond part of this book.

She muft never think of any thing but doing well,
caufing all things to be in readinefs that are proper
for the work, and the ftrengthening ofthe woman,

and receiving the child ; and above all, let her take
care to keep the woman from being unruly when

her throws are coming upon her, left (he thereby
•ndanger her own life and the child's.

She mail alfo take care fhe be not too hafty in
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hsr bufinefs, but wait God's leifure for the birth;
and by no means let her fuffer herfelf to be difor-

dered by fear, though things fhould not go well,
left it fhould make her incapable of giving that af-
fiftance which the. laboring woman ftands in need

of ; for when we are moft at a iofs, then there is

moft need of prudence to fet thin»s right.
And now, becaufe fhe can never beafkilful mid

wife, that knows nothing but what is to be feen

outwaidly; 1 fhall not think it amifs, btit on the

Contrary highly necefft-y with modefty to defcribe

the generative parts of women, as they have been

anatomized by the learned, and ihew the ufe of fuch

teffcls as contribute to generation.

CHAP'. XIII.

Ofthe Genitals ofWomen, external c-'J internal U
the VtJJels ofthe Womb,

IF
it were not for public b'et-efit, efpecialiy of the

practitioners and prcfoficJvs of the art of mid

wifery; I would forbear to ti eat of the fecrets

nature, becaufe they may be turned by fome lafci-

vious and lewd perfons fo.to ridicule : But they be

ing abfolutely neceffar y to be known, in order to

public good, I will not omit them, becaufe fome

may make a wrong ufe of them. Thofe part£ that

offer themfelves to view at the bottom ofthe belly,
are the fffura ma;vna. or the gre?t chink, w:th h$ \A.
ha of lips, the mens veneris, and the hair »

thefe
are -called by the genial name pixlerida, from

fhame-facednefs, becaufe wh-m they are bare, they
brgin pudor or iharf.e upon a woman. The fiffura

ma >na reaches from the lower part ofthe o? pubis,
to within an inch of the anus, but it is IcfiV ^d
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clofer in nvids thru: m thofe that have born chil

dren ; and lias two hps, which towards the pubis .

grow thicker and more full ; and meeting upon
*'

the middle of the os pubis, makes that rifing hilU

that is called ,mons veneris, or the hill of Venus.

The next thing that offers, are the nympha and

clytoris,, the foi nitr ofw hich is of a membrany and

flammy fubftance, fpunpv, foh, and partly flefhy and
of a r°j\ colcma in the thape of wings, two in num

ber j though from their rife they are placed in an

acute angle, producing there a flefhy fubftance,
which clothe the clytoris ; and fometimes tfey

fpread fo far, that incifion is required to make way

for the man's inftrument of generation.
The clytoris is a fubftance in the upper part of

the divifion where the two wings concur, and is thef

feat of venereal pleafure, being like a ytrd in fitua-

tion, fubftance, compoiition and ere6fion ; growing
fometir.res out of the body two inches, but that ne

ver happen unhfs through extreme hi ft, or extraoi-

dinary accidents, this clytoris confifts of two

pungy and fkinuy bodies, containing a diftinct orfo

ginal from the os pubus, the head of it being cover

ed with a tendei fkin, having a hole or paffage like

the penis or yard of a man ; tho' not quite through,
in which, and the bignefs, it only differs from it.

The next thing are flefhy knobs, and the great-

neck of the womb ; and thefe knobs are behind the

wings, being four in number, and referable myrtle
berries, being placed quadrangular, one atainft the

other; and in this place inferted to the orifice of

the bladder, which opens itfelf into the fifures, to
evacuate the urine ; for fecuring of which from the

cold, or the like inconveniency, one of thefe knobs
is placed before it, and fhuts up the paffage.
The lips ofthe womb that next appear, being fe^

parated, difclofe the neck thereof, and in the two

things are to be obferved, which is the neck itfelf^
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and the hymen, but more properly the clauftrum

virginale, of which before I have difconrfed. By
the neck of the womb is to be underftood the chan

nel that is between the aforefaid knobs and the in

ner bope of the womb, which receives the penis
like a (heath ; and that it may the better be dilated

for the pleaf ure of procreation, the fubftance of it is

finewy, and a little fpongy ; and in this concavity
are divers folds, or cbicular plaits made up mnicles,
wrinkled like an expanded rofe.

'

In virgins they

plainly appear, but in women that have often ufed

copulation they are extinguifhed ; fo that the inner

fide pf the womb's neck appears fmooth and in old

women it appears»more hard and griffed. But though
this channel be at fometimes wreathed and crook

ed, finking down ; yet in the time of copulation,

labor, or the monthly purgation, it is erected and

extended, which over extenfions occafion the pains
of child birth.

The hymen, or clauftrum virginale, is that which

clofes the neck of the womb, being, as I have fore-

cited in the chapter relating to virginity, broken in

firft copulation, its ufe being rather to (lay the un

timely courfes in virgins, than to any
other end;

and commonly, when broken in copulation, or by

any other accident, a fmall quantity of blood flows

from it, attendedwith fome little pain. From whence

fome obferve, that between the duplicity of the two

tunicles, which conftitute the neck of the womb,

there are many veins and arteries running along and

arifing from the veffels on both fides ofthe thigh,

and fo paffmg into the neck of the womb, being

very large, and the reafon thereof is, for that the

neck ofthe bladder requires to be filled with abun

dance of fpirits, thereby to be dilated for its better

taking hold ofthe penis, there being great heat re

quired in fuch motions, which become more intent

by the acl of friction, and confumes a considerable
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quantity of moifture, in the fupply ofwhich largVj
reffels are altogether neceffary.

_ j
Another caufe of the longnefs of thefe reffels isJ

by reafon the menfes make their way through them!
which often occafions women with child to contiv]
nue their purgation, for though the womb be (hut

up, yet the paffage in the neck ofthe womb throughf]
which the veffels pafs, are open: (n this cafe theie

is further to be obferved, that as foon as you pene
trate the pudendum, there appear two little pits of
holes wherein is contained an humour, which beinge
expunged in time of copulation, greatly delight*

"

the woman.

C H A P. XIV.

ADefcription ofthe Womb's fabrick, the preparing
Veffels, and Teflicles in Women; as alfo ofthl
difference and ejaculatory Vejfeis.

IN
the lower part ofthe hypogaftrium, where the

lids are wideft and brbadeft, they being greater >.

End broader thereabout than thofe ofmen, for which
reafon they have Jikewife broader buttocks than

men, the womb is joined to its neck, and is placed
between the bladder and ftrait gut, which keeps it
from fwaying or rowling, yet gives it liberty to

ftretch and dilate itfelf again to contract, nature in
that cafe difpofing it. Its figure is in a manner round,
and not unlike a- gourd, leffening alittfo a ad grow
ing more acute towards one end, being knittogeth->
er by its proper ligaments; its neck likewifo is join
ed by its own fubftance and certain membranes that
fallen un^p the os facrum, and the (hare bone. As
to its iargenefs, that much differs in women, efpe
cialiy the difference is great between fuch as hav*
b6rac children, aad thofe that have botae flone. Ij|
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Jb.bft.ance it is fo thick that it exceeds a thimble

Ireadth, which, after copulation is fo far from de*

freafing, thac it augments to a greater proportion,
«nd the more to ftrengthen it, it is interwoven with

JJbres overthawrt, which are both ftrait and wind-

kig,_arid its proper veffels are veins, arteries and

nerves, and among thefe there are two little veins

which pafs from the fpermatick veffels to the bot-

epm of the womb, and two larger from the hypof-
. tratic, which touch both the bottom ofthe neck, the

mouth of thefe veins, piercing as far as the inward

concavity.

'"jj'The womb hath two arteries on both fides the

(permatick veffels and the hypoftratic, which will

Accompany the veins; and befides there are divers

little nerves, that are knit and twined in theforra

of a net, which are alfo extended throughout, even
from the bottom of the pudenda, themfelves being

< placed chiefly for fenfe and pleafure, moving in

fympathy between the head and the womb.

Now it is to be further noted, that by reafon cf

the two ligaments that hang on either fide the womb
from the fhare bone, piercing through the perito
neum, and joined to the bone itfelf, the wemb is

moveable upon fundry occafions, often falling low

or riling high. As for the neck of the womb, it is

of an exquifite feeling, fo that if it be at any time

out of order, being troubled at any time with a fchir-

rolity. over fatnefs, moifture, or relaxation, the

w:mb is fubjected thereby to barrennefs; in thofe

that are with child there frequently ftays a gluti
nous matter in the entrance to facilitate the firth;

for at the time of delivery, the mouth ofthe womb

is opened to fuch a widnefs as is conformable to the

bignefs ofthe child, fufferingan equal dilation from
the bottom to i he top.

As for the preparatory or fpermatick reffels in

Women, they confift of two veins and two arteries
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not differing from thofe of men, but only of their

.

largenefs and manner of infertion, for the number

of veins and arteries is the fame as in men, the right
vein iffsing from the trunk of the hollow vein de«

fcending, and on the fide of them are two arteries,
which grow from the aorta.

As to the length and breadth of thefe veffels they
are narrower and fhorter in women than in men;

only obferve, they are more wreathed and comfort

ed than in men, as fhrinking together by reafon of

their fliortnefs, that they may by their loofenefs, be
better ftretched out when occafion requires it; and

thofe veffels in women are carried with an indirect
courfe through the leffer guts, the tefticles, but are
in midway divided into two branches, the greater

"

goes to the ftones, conftituting a various or wind*

ing body, and wonderfully inofculating, the leffer

branch ending in the womb, in the infide of which
it difperfeth itfelf, and efpeciai'y at the higher part
ofthe bottom ofthe womb for its nourifhment, and
that part ofthe courfos may purge through the vef

fels; and feeing the tefticles of women are feated

near the womb, for that caufe thefe veffels foil not

from the peri'onceum, neither make thev much paf.
fage as in men, nor extending themfelves in the

(hare bone.

The ftones in women commonly called tefticles,
perform not the fame action as in men, they are ah
fo different in their location, bignefs, temperature,
fubftance, form and covering. As for the place of
their feat, it is in the hollownefs ofthe abdomen;
neither are they pendulous, but reft upon the m ni

cies pf the loins, fo treat they may, by contracting^
the greater heat, be more fruitful, their office being
to contain the ova, or eggs, one ofwhich being ini-

pregnatev. ^y the man's feed engenders man, yet

they diffe foom thofe «f men in figure, by reafon of
their foffnei; or fo.Mcfs at each end, not being, f>
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round or oval. The external fuperfices being like-

wile more unequal, appearing like the compofition
of a great many knobs and kernels mixt together.
There is a difference alfo in their fubftance, they
being much more foft zaxd pliable, loofe and not fo

well compacted.
Their bignefs and temperament being likewife

different, for they are much colder and leffer than

thofe in men. As for their covering orinclofure,
it differs extremely; for as mens are wrapped in

divers tunicles, by reafon they are extremely pen

dulous, and fubject to divers injuries, unlefs fo fen

ced by nature; fo womens ftones being internal,
and lefs fubjefl to cafuality, are covered with one

*

tunicle or membrane, which though it clofely cleave
to them, yet they are likewife half covered with the

jeritonceum.
The ejaculatory veffels are too obfcure paffages,

one on each fide, nothing differing from- the fper-
niatick veins in fubftance: They do rife on one part
-from the bottom of the womb, not reaching from

'

the other extremity, either to the ftones, or to any
other part, but fhut up and unpaffable, adhering to

the womb as the colon does to the blind gut. and

winding halfway about; though the teftichr. are

remote to them, and touch them not, yet they are
- tied to them by ceitain membranes, refemblm/tbe

wine of a hat, through which certain veins and ar-

terfo paffmg through the end ofthe tefticles, may
be turned here to have their paffoges proceeding
from the corner of the womb to the tefticles, and

area-counted proper ligaments, by which the tT-

tces and womb are united, and ftrongly knit to

gether; and thefe ligaments in vvom-n are the cre-

: mailers in men} of which I fhall fpeak more large

ly, when I come to defcribe the mafculin; parts

conducing to generation.
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CHAP. XV.

A Drfcription ofthe Ufe and Aclion oflfoi eralpartt
in Women appointed in Generation.

THE
externals, commonly called the pudenda^

are defigned to cover the great orifice, and that
are to receive the penis or yard, in the act of coi

tion, and give paffage to the birth and urine. The

ufe of the wings and knobs like myrtle berries, are
for the fecurity ofthe internal parts, fhuaing theo-

riiice and neck ofthe bladder, and by their fwellina
up, caufe titulation and delight in thofe parts, and

alfo to obftruct the involuntary paffage ofthe urine.

The action ofthe ciytoris in women is like thai
«f a penis in man, viz. the erection, and its outer

end is like the glans ofthe penis, and has the fame

name. And as the glans of man is the feat ofthe

greateft pleafure in conception, fo is this in womem

The action and ufe ofthe neck ofthe womb is e-

qual with that ofthe penis, viz. erection, occafiofl*'i
ed divers ways, firft, in copulation it is erected and

made ftrait for the paffage ofthe penis in the womfc
■r—fecondly, whilft the paffage is repleted with fpi
rit and vitai blood, it becomes more ftrait for em

bracing the penis; and as for the conveniency ofe-

rection, it is two-fold— Firft, Becaufe if the neck of,
the womb was not erected, the yard could have rio
convenient paffage to the womb : Secondly, it hin
ders any hurt or damage that might enfue through
the violent concuffion of the yard, during the time
©f copulation.

As for the veins that pafs through the neck ofthe
womb, their voice is to replenifh it with blood and
fpirit, thatftill as the moifture confumcs by the heat
contracted in copulation, it may, by thefe veffch,
be renewed; bat their chief bulinei* is to ccnvcj
nutriment to the womb.
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The womb has many properties attributed to it.

As firft, rentention of the foecundated egg, and

this is properly called conception. Secondly, to

cherilh and nouriih it till nature has framed the

child, and/brought it to peifection, and then it

ftrongly operates in fending forth the birth, when

: the time of its remaining there is expired, dilating
itfelf in a wonderful manner, and fo aptly removed

'. from the fenfes, that nothing of injury can proceed

from thence; retaining to itfelfa power and ftrength
to operate and caft forth the birth, unlefs by acci

dent it he rendered deficient ; and then to ftrength-

en and enable it, remedies muft be applied by fkil-

ful hands, directions for the applying of which (hall

be given in the fecond part.

The ufe ofthe preparing veffel is this, the arteries

convey the blood of the tefticles; part whereof is put
in the nourifhment of them, and the production of

thofe little bladders (in all th;ngs refembling eggs,)
1 through which the vafa preparentia run, and are ob

literated in them ; and as for the veins, their office

is to bring back what blood remains from the ufe

aforefaid.
The veffels of this kind are much fliorter in wo

men than in men, by reafon of their nearnefs to the

ftones, which defects is yet made good by the ma-

. ,ny intricatewindings to which thofe veffels are fub

ject ; for in the middle way they divide themfelves

into two branches, though different in magnitude,
for one being greater than the other paffes to the

ftones.

The ftones in women are very ufeful, for where

they are defective, generation-work is at an end ;

for although thefe bladders which are on their out

ward fuperfices contain nothing of feed, as the fol

lowers of Galen and Hippocrates did erroneoufly

imagine, yet they contain feveral eggs, generally
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twenty (in each tefticle) one of which being im-

preprinted by the fpirituous part ofthe man's feed in

the act of coition, defcends through the oviducts in

the womb, and from hence in procefs of time be

comes a living child.

CHAP. XVI.

Ofthe Organs ofGeneration ofMan.

HAVING given you a defcription of the organs
of generation in women, with the anatomy of

the fabric of the womb ; I fhall now (to complete
the firft part of this treatife) defcribe the organs of

generation in man, and how they are fitted to the

ufe for which nature defigned them.
The inftrurnent of generation in man (commonhr

called the yard ; and in Latin, penis a pendendo
becaufe it hangs without the belly,) is an organical
part, which confifts of fkin, tendous, veins, arteries,
finews and great ligaments ; and is long and round,
and on the upper fide flattifh, feated under the ofFi

pubis, and ordained by nature, partly by evacuation

of urine, and partly for conveying the feed into the

matrix ; for which end it is full of fmall pores,

through which the feed paffes into it, through the

veficulafeminalis, and alfo the neck ofthe veficula

urinalis, which pours out the urine when they make
water ; befides the common parts, as caticula, the

fkin, and the membrana carnofa, it hath thefe proper
or internal parts, viz. The two nervous bodies, the

feptum the urethera, the glans, four mufcles, and

the v fief;. The nervous bodies (fo called) are fur-
rounded with a thick white previous membrane,
hut their inmoft fubftance is fpungy, confifting
chiefly of veins, arteries, and nervous fibres inter

woven together like a net; and when the nerves
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are filled with animal fpirits, and the arteries with
hot and fpirituous blood, then the penis is diftend-

ed and becomes erect ; but when the influx of dead

fpirits ceafes, then the blood and remaining fpirits
are abforbed by the veins and fo the penis fpirits
limber and grow flaggy ; below thefe nervous bo

dies is the uthera, and whenever the nervous bodies

fwell, it fwells alfo. The mufcles ofthe penis are

four, two (horter arifing from the coxendix, aod

ferving its erection, and for that reafon are called

ereftores ; two larger proceeding from the fpincter
''' of the anus, and ferve to dilate the uretra ejacula
tion of feed ; and are called diiatantes, or winding.
At the end ofthe penis is the glans, covered with a

very thin membrane ; by means of which and its

nervous fubftance, it becomes moft exquifuely fenfi-

ble, and is the principal feat of pleafure in copula
tion. The utmoft covering of the glans is called

prceputium a perputando from being cut off, it be

ing that which the Jews cutoff in circumcifion, and

it is tied by the lower parts of it to the glans ofthe
foetus. The penis is alfo flocked with veins, arte

ries, and nerves..

The tefticuli, or ftones (fo called) becaufe tefti-

fying one to be*a man ; elaborate the blood brought
to them by the fpermatic aiteries into feed. They
have coats of two forts, proper and common ; the

common are two, and ioveft both the teftes. The

outermoft ofthe common coats confifts ofthe cati-

cula, or true fkin ; and is called the fcortum, hang
ing out of the abdomen likevi purfe, the innermoffc

is the membrana carnofa ; the proper coats are alfo

two, the outer called eliotrodes or virginales ; the

inner ajlbagidia, into the outer is inferted the cre-

mafter : the upper part of the teftes is fixed ; epid-

imydes, or paftata, from whence arife the vaffa dif

ferentia or ejaculatoria which when they come near

the neck ofthe bladder,depolite the feed Into the ve-
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ficulfe feminiales, thefe veficule feminiales are two,

each like a bunch of grapes, and emit the feed into :

the urethera, in the act of copulation.
Near them are the proftratcc, about the bignefs of I

a walnut, and join to the neck ofthe bladder. Au- :

thors cannot agree about the ufe of them ; but moft :

are of opinion, that they afford an oily, floppy, and :

fat humour to befmear the urethera, whereby to de- :

fend the fame from the acrimony of the feed and
'

urine. But the veffels which convey the blood to the

teftes out of which the feed is made, arartriae fper-
maticse, and are alfo two. The veins which carry !

out the remaining blood are two, and have the name

•f venas fpermaticse.

CHAP. XVII.

A Word ofAdvice to both Sexes : BeingfeveralDi-
retlions refpeiling Copulation.

SINCE
nature has implanted in every creature a

mutual defire of copulation, for the encreafe and

propagation of its kind ; and more efpecialiy in

man, the lord of the creation, and mafter-piece of
nature ; that fo noble a piece of divine workmanfhip
might not perifh, fomething ought to be faid con

cerning that, it being the foundation of ffl that we

have hitherto been treating of; fince without copu
lation there can be no generation. Seeing therefore
it depends fo much upon it, I thought it neceffary,
before I conclude the firft part, to give fuch direc

tions to both fexes, for the performing of that act,
as may appear efficacious to the end for which na

ture defigned it. But it will be done with that cau

tion, as not to offend the chafteft'ear, nor put the
fair fex to the trouble of a Mufli in reading it. Firft,

Therefore, when a married couple, from a defired cf
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having children, are about to make ufe ofthofe means
that nature ordained to that purpofe, it would be

very proper to cherifh the body with generous re-

ftoratives, fo that it may be brifk and vigorous: and
it their imaginations were charmed with fweet and

melodious airs, and cares and thoughts of bufinefs
drowned in a glafs of racy wine, that their fpirits
may be raifed to the higheft pitch of ardor and joy,
it would not be amifs. For any thing of fadnels,
trouble and forrow, are enemies to delights of Ve
nus: And if at fuch times of coition, there fhould

be conception, it would have a malevolent effect up
on children. But though generous reftoratives may

be ufed for invigorating nature, yet all excefs is

carefully to be avoided, for it will allay the brifk-

nefs ofthe fpirits, and render them dull and lan

guid, and alfo hinders digeftion, and fo muft needs

be an enemy to copulation. For if food moderate

ly taken that is well digefted, creates good fpirits,
and enables a man with vigor and activity to per

form the dictates of natuie. It is alfo highly necef-

fary, that in their natuial embraces, they meet each

other with an equal ardor. For if the fpirits flag on

either part, they will fall fhort of what nature re

quires; and the woman either mifs of conception,
or elfe the children prove weak in their bodies, or

defective in their underftanding; and therefore i do

advife them before they begin their conjugal em

braces, to invigorate their mutual defires, and make

their flames burn with a fierce ardor, by thofe endear

ing ways, that love can better teach, than I can

write.

When they have done what nature requires, a

man muft have a care he does not part too foon

from the embraces of his wife, left fome fudden in-

terpofing cold fhould ftrike into the womb, and oc-

cafiem a mifcarriage, and thereby deprive them of

the fruit of their labor.
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And when after fome fmall convenient time the

man hath withdrawn, himfelf, let the woman gently
betake herfelf to reft with all imaginable ferenity and

compofure ofmind, from all anxious and difturbinc

thoughts, or any other kind of perturbation: And

let her, as much as fhe can, forbear turning herfelf

from that fide on which (he firft repofed; and by
all means let her avoid coughing or fneezing, which

by its violent concuffion ofthe body, is a great ene

my to conception, if it happen foon after jhe a<2 of

coition.

The End ofthe Firft Book.
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PART SECOND.

TREATING OF SEVERAL MALADI ESTNCI DENT TO

THE WOMB, WITH PROPER REMEDIESjjFOR THE

CURE OF EACH.

CHAP. I.

Of the Womb in general.

ALTHOUGH
in the Firft Part I have fpoken

fomething ofthe fabric ofthe womb, yet being
in the Second Part to treat more particularly there

of, and ofthe various diftempers and maladies it is

fubject to; I fhall not think it tautology, to give you,

by way of inftruction, a general defcription
both of

its fituation and parts, but rather
think this Second

Part would be imperfect without it, for that it can

by no means be omitted, efpecialiy (ince in it I am

to fpeLik of the menftruous blood.

I'irft—Touching the Womb: Ofthe Grecians it

is called Metra, the mother; Adelphos faith Prifci-

an, becaufe it makes us all brothers.
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It is placed in hypogaftrium, or lower part ofthe

body, in the cavity called pelvis, having the ftrait

gut on one fide, to keep it from the other fide of the

back bone, and the bladder on the other ride to de

fend it from blows. The form or figure of it is like

a virile member, only thus excepted; the manhood

is outward, and womanhood within.

It is divided into the neck and the body:—The

neck confifts of a hard flefhy fubftance, much like a

cartilage, at the end thereof there is a membrace

traverfly placed, called hymen, or engion ; near unto

the neck there is a prominant pinnacle, which is cal

led, of Montanus, the door ofthe womb, becaufe it

preferveth the matrix from cold and duft. Ofthe

Grecians it is called clytoris, ofthe Latins perputi-
um muliebre, becaufe the Jewifh women did abufe

thofe parts to their own mutual lufts, as St. Paul

fpeaks, Rcm.j§. 26.
The body of the womb is that wherein the child

is conceited. And this is not altogether round, but
dilates itfelf into two angles; the outward part of it

is nervous and full of finews, which are the caufe of

its motion, but inwardly it is flefhy. It is fabulouf-,

]y reported, that in the cavity of the womb there are
feven divided cells, or receptacles for human feed.

But thofe that have feen anatomies, do know there

are but two; and likewife, that thefe two are not di
vided by a partition, but only by a line, or future

running through the mtdft of it. In the right fide
ofthe cavity, by reafon ofthe left fide, by the cold-*
nefs cf thefpleen, females are begotten.
And this dp moft ofour modems hold for an in

fallible truth, yet Hippocrates holds it but in the ge
neral: For in whom, faith he, the fpermatic veffels
on the right fide come from the reins, and the fper
matic veffels on the left fide from the hollow vein,
in them males are conceived in the left fide, and fe*
males in the right. Well, therefore, may I conclude
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With the faying of Epidocles—Such fometimes is

the power ofthe feed, that a male may be conceiv

ed in the left fide, as well as in the right. In the

bottom ofthe cavity there are little holes called the

cotilendons, which are the end of certain veins and

arteries, ferving in breeding women to convey fub

ftance to the child, which is received by the umbili

cal veins; a«d others to carry the courfes into the

matrix.

Now touching the menftruels— they are defined

to be a monthly flux of excrementitious and unpro

fitable blood.

In which we are to note, that the matter flowing
forth is excrementitious; which is to be underftood

ofthe fuperplus or redundance of it ; for it is an ex

crement in quality, its quantity being pure and in

corrupt, like unto the bloed in the veins.

And that the menftruous blood is pure and fub*

tile of itfelf, all in one quality with that in the veins,

is proved two ways: Firft, From the final caufe of

the blood, which is the propagation and conferva-

tion ofmankind; that man might be conceived, and

being begotten, he might be comforted and preferv-
ed both in the womb and out of the womb. And all

will grant it for a truth, that a child while it is in

the matrix, is nourifhed with the blood; and it is

true, that being out ofthe womb it is ftill nourifhed

with the fame, for the milk is nothing but the men

ftruous blood made white in the breaft; and I am

fare woman's milk is not thought to be venomous,

but of aputritive quality, anfwerable to the tender

nature of the infant. Secondly—It is proved to be

true from the generation of it, it being thefuperflu-

ity ofthe laft aliment ofthe flefhly parts.
It way be objected—If the body be not of a hurt

ful quality, how can it caufe fuch venomous effects?

As if the fame fall upon trees and herbs, it maketh

£ a
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the one barren, and mortifieth the other. A verves

writes: That if a man accompany with any men

ftruous woman, if fhe conceive fhe fhall bring forth

a leper. 1 anfwer—This malignity is contra.ted in

the womb; for that wanting native heat to digeft
this fuperfluity, fends it to the matrix, where feat-

ing itfelf until the mouth ofthe womb be dilated, it
becomes corrupt and venomous,which may eafilybe,
considering the heat and moifture ofthe place, i his

blood therefore being out of its veffels, it offends in

quality. In thisffenfe let us underftand Pliny, Cor
nelius Fiorus, and the reft of that torrent. But if

frigidity be the caufe why women cannot digeft all
their laft nourifhments, and coni'equently that they
have thefe purgations, it remains to give a reafon

why they are of fo cold a conftitution moie than a

man, which is this.

The natural end ofman and woman's being is to

propagate; and this injunction was impofed upoa
them by God at their firft creation, and again after
the deluge. Now in the act of conception there muft
be an agent and patient, for if they be both every

way of one conftitution, they cannot propagate;
man therefore is hot and dry, woman cold and moift;
he is the agent, (he the patient, or weaker veffel,
that fhe fhould be fubject to the office of the man.

It is neceffary the woman (hould be of a cold con

ftitution, becaufe in her is required a redundancy
of nature for the infant depending on her; for 0-
therwifo, if there were not a fuperplus of nourifh-
ment for the- child, more than is convenient for the
mother, then would the infant detract and weaken
the principal parts ofthe mother, and like unto the
viper, the generation ofthe infant would be the de-. .

ftruetion of the parent.
The monthly purgations continue from the fif

teenth year to the forty-fixth or fiftieth. Yet often
there happens a fuppreffion, wtych is either natural
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,
or morbifical, they are naturally fuppreft in breed-

'

ing women, and fuch as fuck. The morbifical fup-
i .preffion falls now into our method to be fpoken of.

1 11 1 1 mm

CHAP. II.

Ofthe Retention ofthe Courfes.

THF. fuppreffion
of the terms is an interception

of that cuftomary evacuation of blood, which,

every month, fhould come from the matrix, pro
ceed from the inftrument or matter vitiated, the

part affected is the womb, and that of itfelf or by
confent.

Cause.] The caufe of this fuppreffion is either

external or internal. The external caufe may be heat

or drynefs of the air, immoderate watching, great
labor, vehement motion, ccc. whereby the matter is
fo confufed, and the body fo cxhaufted, that there

is not a faperplus remaining to be expelled, as is

recorded of the Amazons, who, being active, and

always in motion, had their fluxatiofis ^ ary little,
or not at alh Or it may be caufod by cold, which
is moft frequent,making the bloodvicious and grofs,
condenfing and binding up the paffages that it can
not flow forth.

The internal caufe is either inftrumental or mate

rial, in the womb or in the blood.
In the womb it may be divers ways; by'a poft-

humes, humors, ulcers, by the narrownefs of the

veins and paffages, or by the omentum or kell in

fat bodies, preflmg the neck ofthe matrix; but then

they muft have hernia zifthilis; for in mankind the

kell reacheth not fo low. By over much cold Or

heat, the one vitiating the action, and the other

confirming the matter by an evil compofition ofthe

uterine parts, by thejneck of the.womb being turned
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afide, and fometimes, though rarely, by a mem

brane or excrefcence ofthe flefli growing about the

mouth or neck of the womb. The blood may be in

fa lit two ways, in quantity or quality. In quantity,
when it is fo confumed, that there is not a fuper-
plus left, as in virgoes, or virile women, who, iho'
their heat and ftiength of nature, digeft and con-

fume all in their Jaft nourifhment.

Signs.] Signs manifefting the difeafe, are pains
in the head, neck, back and loins, wearinefs of the
whole body, but efpecialiy ofthe hips and legs, by
reafon of a cor.finity which the matrix hath with
thefe parts, trembling of the heart; particular figns
are thefe, if the fuppreflion proceed from cold, fhfi
is heavy, fluggifh, of a pale colour, and has a flow

pulfe; Venus -s combats are neglecled, the urine
crudle, wateriih, ^nd much in quantity, the excit-
ments ofthe guts ufually are retained. If of heat,
the figns are contrary to thofe now recited. If the
retention be natuial, and come of conception, this
may be known by drinking ofhydromel, that is wa
ter and honey after fuppcr, going to bed, and by
the effed which it worketh; for after taking it, fhe
feels a beating pain upon the navel, and lower part
ofthe belly, it is a fign (he hath conceived, and that
the fuppreflion is natural; if not, then it is vicious,
and ought medicinally to be taken away.
Prognostics.1 With the evil quality of the

w»mb the whole body ftands charged, but efpeciah
ly the heart, the liver and the brain; and betwixt
the womb and thefe three principal parts there is a

fingular concert. Firft, the womb communicates to

the heart, by the mediation of* thofe arteries which
come from aorta. Hence the terms being fuppreft,
willenuie taintings.fwoonings, intermiflion of pulfe,
ccflatioo of breath. Secondly, It communicates to

the fiver, by the veins derived from the hollow vein.
*lhea will ioiiow olftructions, cahexies, jaundice,
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dropfies, hardnefs of fpleen. Thirdly, It commu
nicates to the brain, by the nerves and membrane

of the back, hence will arife epilepfis, frenzies, me

lancholy, paffion, pain in the after parts of the head,

fearfulnefs, inability of fpeaking. Well, therefore,

may 1 conclude with Hippocrates
—If the months

be fuppreft, many dangerous difeafes will follow.

Cure."] In the cure of this, and of all other fofo

lowing effects, 1 will obferve this order. The cure

muft be taken from chirurgical pharmacutical, and
diuretical means. This fuppreflion is a phfothcyic
effect, and muft be taken away by evacuation. And

therefore we will firft begin with phlebotomy. In

the midft of the menftruel period, open the liver

vein; and for the reveifion of the humour, two

days before the wonted evacuation, open
the faphe-

naon both feet; if the repletion be not great, ap

ply cupping glades to the legs and thighs, altho

there be no hope to remove the fupprtfiion.
After the humour hath been purged, proceed to

make proper and forcible remedies. Take of tro-

chifk of mynh, one dram and an half; parfley feed,

caftor rhinds, or caffia, of each one fcruple; and of

the extraft of mugwort one fcruple and an ha.i»

mufk ten grains with the juice of fmallage ; make

twelve pills, take fix every morning, or after lup-

per going to bed.

If the retention comes from repletion or tulneis,

let the air be hot and dry, ufe moderate exercile

before meals, and your meat and drink attenuating ;

feethe with your meat, garden favory, thyme, cri-

ganc, and cyche peafon; if of emptinefs,
or defect

ofmatter, let the air be moift and moderate hot;

(hun exercife. and watchings, let your meatbe nou-

i idling and of a light digeftion, as rare eggs, lamb,

chickens, almonds, milk and the
like.
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CHAP. III.

.Ofthe Overflowing ofthe Courfes.

THE
learned fay, by comparing ofcontraries truth

is made manifeft- Having therefore fpoken of

the fuppreffion of terms, order requires now that I

fhould infift on the overflowing of them, an effect

no lefs dangerous than the former, and this immo

derate flux of the month is defined to be a fangui
nous excrement proceeding from the womb, ex

ceeding in both quantity and time: Firft, It is faid

to be fanguinous, the matter of the flux being only
blood, wherein it differs from that which is com

monly called the falfe courfes or whites, of which

I fhall fpeak hereafter- Secondly, It is faid to pro

ceed from the womb, for there are two ways by
which the blood flows forth, the one way is by the

internal veins in the body ofthe womb, and this is

properly called the monthly flux. The other is b^
thofe veins which are terminated in the neck ofthe

matrix, and this is called of Etius the hemorhoids

ofthe womb. Laftly, It is faid to exceed both in

quantity arid time. In quantity, faith Hippocrates,
when they flow about eighteen ounces ; in time,

when they flow above three days; but we take this

for a certain character of their inordinate flowing,
when the faculties ofthe body thereby are weaken-.

ed: in bodies abounding with grofs humours, this

immoderate flux fometimes unburthens nature of

her load, and ought not to be ftaid without the

counfel of aphyfician.
Cause.] The caufe of this affair is internal or

external; the internal caufe is threefold, in the mat

ter, inftrument, or faculty: The matter, which is

in the blood, may be vicious two ways
—Firft, By

the iieat of conftitution, climate, or (eafon heating
die blood, whereby the paffages are dilated, and the
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faculty weakened, that it cannot retain the blood

Secondly, By fails, blows, violent motion, breaking
cf the veins, oec.

The external caufe may be calidity of the air,
lifting, carrying of heavy burthens, unnatural child-

biith, &c.

Signs. ] In this inordinate flux the appetite is

decayed, the conception deprived, and all the ac

tions weakened; the feetjare fwelled, the colour of

the face is changed, and a general feeblenefs pof-
feffeth the whole bcdv: If the flux comes by the

breaking of a vein, the body is fometimes cold, the

blood flows forth en heaps, and that fuddenly, with

great pains- If it comes through heat, the orifice

of die veiffbeing dilated, then is there little or no

pain; yet the blood flows fafter than it doth in an

erofion, and not fo faft as it doth in a rupture. If

by erofion or fharpnefs of blood, fhe feels a great

heat fcftlding the paffage, it differs from the other

two, in that it flows not fo fuddenly, nor fo copiouf-

ly as they do: If by weaknefs of the womb, fhe ab-

horreth the ufe of Venus. Laftly, If it proceed
from an evil quality ofthe blood, drop fome of it

on a cloth, and when it is dry, you may judge of

the quality of the colour. If it be choleric, it will

be yellow; if melancholy, black; ifphlegmatic, wa-

terifh and whitim.

Prognostic] Ifwith the flux be joined a con-

vu'.fion, it is dangerous, becaufe it intimates the

more nobler parts are vitiated, and a convulfion

catffed by emptinefs is deadly: If it continues long,

it will be cured with great difficulty, for it was one

ofthe miracles that our Saviour Chrift wrought to

cure this difeafe, when it had continued twelve

years. To conclude—If the flux be inordinate., ma

ny difeafes will enfue, and without remedy, the

blood, together with the native heat, being coa-
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fumed, either caehectical, hydropical, or pareletical
difeafes wili follow.

Cure.] The cure corrfifteth in three particulars:
Firft, In repelling and carrying away trie blood.—

Secondly, In correcting and taking away the fluxa-

bility ofthe matter. Thirdly, Jn corroborating tlje
veins and faculties: For the Firft, to caufe a regret
fion ofthe blood, open a vein in the arm, and draw

out fo much hlood, as the ftrength of the patient
will permit; and that 'not together, but at feveial
times, for thereby the fpirits are lefs weakened,
and the refraction fo much the greater.

A^Jply cupping glaffes to the breafts, and alfo the

liver, that the rcverfion may be in the fountain.

To correct the durability ofthe matter, catharti-

cal means, moderated with the aftrictories may be

ufod.

If it be caufod by erofion, or fharpnefs of blood,
confider whether the erofion be by fait phlegm, or
aduft choler; if by fait phlegm, prepare with fyrup
of violets, wormwood, rofes, cition peel, fuccory,
&c. Then take this purgation following; Mirobn*

lana, chebol, half an ounce; trochifks of agaric,
onediHrn, with plaintain water, make a decoction,
add thereunto fir, rcfeat, lax, three ounces, and
make a potion. «'■

It by aduft choler, prepare the body with fyrup
of rofes, myrtles, forrel, purflain, mix with water

of plantain, knot-grafs, and endive then purge
with this potion: Take rhind of mirobulana, rhu«

barb, of each one dram; cinnamon, fifteen grains;
infufe them one night in endive water; add to the

draining pulp of tamerine, caffia, of each half an

ounce; fyrup of rofes an ounce; make a potion:—
If the blood be waterifh or unconcoct, as it is in the

hydropical bodies, and flow forth by reafon ofthe

tenuity or thinnefs to draw off the water, it will be

profitable to purge with agaric .elaterium, colo-'
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qmrnda: Sweating is properin this cafe, for- there
by the matter offending is taken awav. and the mo
tion ofthe blood carried to the outward parts. To

procure fweat, ufe cardnus water, with mithridate,
or the decoction and farfaparilla. The gum of gua-
lacum alfo, greatly provoke fweat; pills of faifapa-
rilla, taken every night going to bed, are worthily
commended. If the blood flows forth through the

opening or breaking of a vein, without any e\il qua
lity of itfolf, then ought only corroboratives to be

applied, which is the laft thing to be.done in this
inordinate flux.

.
The air muft be cold and dry; all motion ofthe

body is foibidden; let her meat be pheafant, part
ridge, mountain birds, coneys, calves feet, & 0—•

And let her beer be mixt with the juice of pome
granates and quinces.

CHAP. IV.

Ofthe Weeping of the Womb.

THE weening of the wemb is a flux of blcod,
unnatural, coming fiorn thence in drops, after

the manner of tears, caufing violent pains in the

fame, keeping neither period nor time. By fome it

is referred unto the immoderate evacuation of the

courfe, yet they are diftinguifhed in the quantity
and manner cf overflowing, in that they flow copi-

oufly and free; in this continually, though by little

and little, and that with great pain and difficulty,
wherefore it is hhencd unto the ftranguary.
The caufe is in the faculty, inftrument, or matter.

In the faculty by being enfeebled, that it cannot ex

pel the blood, and the blood refting there, makes

the part ofthe womb grow haid, and ftrttcf.eth the

veffels fromwhence proceedeththepainof the womb:
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In the inftrument by the narroWnefs ofthe paffages.
—Laftly, It may be the matter ofthe blood, which
may offend in too great a quantity, or in an evil

quality. Tt being grofs and thick, that it cannot

flow forth as it ought to do, but by drops. The

figns will beft appear by the relation ofthe patient:
Hereupon will iffue pains in the head, ftomach, and
back; with inflammations in the head, ftomach, and
back; with inflammation, fuffocations, and excori

ations of the matrix: If the ftrength of the patient
will permit, firft open a vein in the arm, rub the'up-
per parts, and let her arms be corded, that the force
ofthe blood may be carried backward; then apply
fuch things as may laxate and molify the ftrengm-
eningthe womb, and affuage the fharpnefs ofthe

blood, as cataplafms made of brand, lintfeed, fenu

greek, meliot, mallows, mercury, and artiplex: If

the, blood be vicious and grofs, add thereto mug-

wort, calamint, dictam, and betony; and let her
take of Venice treacle, the quantity of a nutmeg,
the fyrup of mugwort every morning, make injec
tions of the decoctions of mallows, mercury, lint-
feed, grounfel, mugwort, fenugreek, with oil of
fweet almonds.

Sometimes it is caufed by wind, and then phle
botomy is to be omitted, and in the ftead thereof
take fyrup of feverfew an ounce; honey, rofes, fy
rup of rofes,-fyrup of flaschus, of each halfan ounce.

Water of calamint, mugwort, betony, hyffop, of
each an ounce; make a julep, if the pain continues,
take this purgation. Take fpechierss, one dram; di-

acatholicon, half an ounce; fyrup of roles, laxa

tives one ounce ; with the decoction of mugwort,
and the four cordial flowers, make a potion. If
it comes through the weaknefs of the faculty, let
that be corroborated—If through the groffneis and
fharpnefs ofthe blood, let the quality of it be alter
ed, as I have (hewn in the foregoing chapter.
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Laftly, If the excrements ofthe guts be retained,

provoke them by glyfter ofthe decoctions of camo

mile, betony, feverfew, mallows, lintfeed juniper
berries, common feed, annifeed, meliote, adding
thereto diacatholicon' half an ounce; fait nitre, a

dram and an half. The patient muft abftain from

fait, (harp, and windy meat.

'■
*

CHAP. V.

The fafe Courfes or Whites.

FROM
the womb proceeds not only menftruous

blood, but accidently many other excrements,

which, by the ancients, are comprehended under

the title of robus gunakois, which is a diftillation of

a variety of corrupt humours through the womb,

ilowingfrcm the whole body, or part of the fame,

keeping neither courfe nor colour, but varying ia

both.
.

Course.] The caufe is either promifcuoufly in

the whole body, by a cacochymia, or weaknefs of

tbefame, or in fome of the parts; as in the liver,

which, by the inability ofthe fanguifacative faculty,
caufeth a generation of corrupt blood ; and the mat

ter is reddilh, fometimes the gall being fluggifh in

its office, not drawing away
thofe choleric iuper-

fluities ingendered in the liver; and the matter is

yellowifh fometimes in the fpleen, not defcending
and cleanfing fhe blood ofthe dregs of excrementj-
ous parts. And then the matter flowing forth, is

blackifh: It may alfo come from the cattarahs in the

head, or from any other putrified or corrupted mem

ber: but if the matter ofthe flux be white, the caufe

is either in the ftomach or ieins. In the ftomach

by a phlegmatical and crude matter there contract

ed and variated, through grief, melancholy, and o-

therdiftembers; for othei wife, if the matter were
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only petnical, crude, phlegm, and noways corrupt
being taken into the liver, it might be converted in

to blood; for phlegm in the ventricle is called nou-

rifhments half digefted; but being corrupt, though
lent into the liver, yet it cannot be turned into n&i

triment; for the fecond decoction cannot correct

that which the firft hath corrupted ; and therefore

the liver fends it to the womb, which can neither di

geft, nor repel it, and fo it is voided out with the

fame colour it hath in the ventricle. The caufe al

fo may be in the reins, being overheard, whereby
the fpermatical matter, by reafon of its thinnefs,
flows forth. The external caufes may be moiftnefs

of the air, eating of conupt meats, anger, grief,
ilothfulnefs, immoderate fleeping, coftivenefs in the

body.
The figns are extuibation of the body, fhortnefs

and (linking of the breath, loathing of meat, pain in

the head, fwelling in the eyes and feet, melancholy}
humidity flows from the womb ofdivers colours, as

red, black, green, yellow, and white. It differs

from the flowing and overflowing ofthe courfes, in
that it keeps no certain period, and is ofmany co

lours, all which do generate from blood.

Prognoftics.]' If the flux be phlegmatical, it will
continue long, and be difficult to cure: yet if vo

miting, for di^rhae happeneth, diverts the humour,
it cures the difcafe. If it be choleric, it is not h

permanent, yet more perilous, for it will Caufe a

cliff in the neck of the womb, and fometimes make

an excoriation of the matrix; in melancholic it muft

be dangerous contumacious; yet the flux ofthe he*

merhoids adminifters cure.

If the matter flowing forth be reddifti, open a

vein in the arm; if not, apply litagures to the arms
and (houldcrs: Galen glories of himfelf, how he

cured the wife of Brutus laboring of this difeafe,
by rubbing the upper part with crude honey.
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Tfit is caufed by a diftillation from the brain take

fyrup of betony, ftochas and marjoram, purge with

pill coch, fine quibus de agarico; make nafalia of
the juice of fage, hyffjp, betony, nigella, with one

drop ofthe oil of elect, dianth. aromat. roiat, diam-
bras. diomefeh, dulcis, of each one dram; nurmeg,
half a dram; with fugar and betony water, make

lozenges, to be taken every morning and ,ev<-sing.
Auri Alexandrina half a dram at night going to

bed. If thefe things help not, ufe the iuffumiga-
tion and plaifter, as they are prefcribed.
If it proceeds from crudites in the ftomach, or

from a cold diftempered liver, take every morning
of t'ae decoction of lignum fanctum; purge with pill
de agrico, de hermodact, de hiera, diacohnthid, foe

tid, agrigatio ; take elect, aromat, rofes, two drams ;
citron pill dried, nutmeg, long pepper, of each one

fcruple, with mint water, and make lozenges of it.
Take of them before meals; if the frigidity of the
liver there be joined a repletion of the ftomach,

purging by vomit is commendable; for which take

three drams ofthe electuary diafaru. Galen allows
of diuretical means as abfum, ptrofolinan.
If the matter ofthe flux be choleric, prepare th;,'

humour with fyrup of rofes, violets, endive, fucco-

ry; purge with mirobolans, manna, rhubarb, caffia.
Take of rhubarb two drams, annifeed one dram, cin

namon a fcruole and an half; infufe them in fix

ounces prune broth; add too the (training of man
na an ounce, and take in the morning according to
art. Take fpicerum, diatonlanton, diacorant, prig
diarthod, abbaris, diacydomes, of each one dram,

fugar four ounces, with plaintain water, make lo

zenges. If the clyfter of the gall be fluggifli, and
do not ftir up the faculty of the gut, give glyfters,
with the decoction of four molifying herbs, with

honey of rofes and aloes.
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If the flux be melaneholous, prepare with fyrup

ofmaiden-hair, epithymium, polipody, borrage bug-
los, fumitary, hart's tongue, and fyrupus bifatius,
which muft be made without vinegar, otherwife it

will rather animate the difeafe than nature; for me

lancholy, by the ufe of vinegar, is encreafed, and
both by Hippocrates, Sylvius, and Avenzoar, it is
difallowedof as an enemy to the womb, and there

fore not to be ufed inwardly in all uterine difeafes.

Laftly—Let the womb be cleanfed from the cor

rupt matter, and then corroborated^ for the purify-
ing-thereof make injections ofthe decoction of be

tony, feverfew, fpikenard biftrot,mercury, fage,add
ing thereto fugar, oil of fweet almonds, ofeach two

ounces; peffaries alfo may be made of filk, cotton,
Kiodified in the juice of the aforementioned herbs.

CHAP. VI.

Of the Suffocation ofthe Mother.

'"PHIS effect (which if limply confidered) is none
but the caufe of an effect, is called in Englifh

the fuffocation ofthe mother; not becaufe the womb
is ftrangled, but for that it caufeth the womb to be
choaked. It is a retraction ofthe womb towards

the midriff and ftomach, which preffeth and crulh-
eth up the fame, that the inftrumental caufe of re-

fpi ration, the midriff is fuffocated; and confenting
with the brain, caufing the animating faculty, the
efficient caufe of refpiration, alfo to be intercepted,
where the body being refrigerated and the action

depraved, (he falls to the ground as one being dead.
In thefe hyfterical paflions fome continue longer,

fome fhorter: Rabbi Mofes writes of fome who lay
in the paroxyfy of the fit for two days. Rufiis
makes mention of one who continued in the fame
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paffion three days and three nights, and at the three

days end fhe revived. That we may learn by other
mens harms to beware, I will tell you an example,
Parceus writeth of a woman in Spain who fuddenly
fell into an uterine uffocatica, and appeared to

mens judgment as dead; her friends wondering at

this her fudden change, for their better fatisfaction

fent for a furgeon to have her diffected, who begin

ning to make an incifion, the woman began to move,
and with great clamour returned to herfelf again,
to the horror and admiration of all the fpeclatois.
That you may diftinguifh the livingfrom thedead,

the ancients prefcribe three experiments : The firft

is to lay alight feather to the mouth, and by its mo

tion you may judge whether the patient be living
or dead. The fecond is— to place a glafs of water

on the breaft, and if you perceive it to move, it be-

tokeneth life. The third is— to hold a pure look

ing glafs to the mouth and nofe, and if the glafs ap

pears thic*k with a little dew- upon it, it betokeneth

life. And thefe three experiments are good, yet
with this caution, that you ought not to depend on

them too much, for though the feather and the wa

ter do not move, and the glafs continue pure and

clear, yet it is not a neceffary confequence that fhe

is deftitate of life; for the motion ofthe lungs, by
which the refpiration is made, may be taken away

that fhe cannot breathe, yet the internal tranfpira-

tion ofthe heat may remain, which is not-mamfeft

by the motion ofthe breaft or lungs, but
lies occult

in the heart and inward arteries; examples whereof

we have in the fly and fwallow, which in the cold

of winter feem dead, and breathe not at all ; yet they

live by the tianfpiration of that heat which is re-

ferved in the heart and inward arteries ; therefore

when the fummer approacheth, the internal heat be

ing revocated to the inward parts, they are then a-

gain revived out of their fleepy,ecftacy.
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Thofo women therefore that feem to die fuddenly,

and upon no evident caufe, let them not be commits
ted to the earth unto the end of three days, left the

living be buried for the dead.

Caufe.] The part affetfed in the womb, of which
there are a twofold motion, natural and fymptoma
tical. The natural motion is, when the womb at

tracted! the human feed, or excludeth the infant or

fecundine. The fymptomatical motion of which we

are to fpeak, is aconvulfive drawing ofthe womb.

Signs.] At the approaching of thefuffocation,
there is a palenefs ofthe face, weaknefs of the1 legs,
(hortnefs of breath, frigidity ofthe whole body,
with a working up into the throat, and then fhe falls

down at once void both of fenfe and motion; the

mouth ofthe womb is clofed up, and being touch

ed with the finger feels hard, the paroxifm ofthe

fit once paft, fhe openeth her eyes, and feeling her,

ftomach oppreft, (he offers to vomit.

Prognoftics.] If the difeafe hath its being from
the corruption ofthe feed, it foretells more danger
than if it proceeded from the fuppreflion of the cour

fes, becaufe the feed is concocted and of a purer

quality than the mcaftruous blood; and the more,

pure being corrupted, becomes the more foul and

filthy, as appears in eggs, the pureft nourifhment,
which vitiated, will yield the ooifomeft favour. If

it be accompanied with a fyncope, it (hews nature
is but weak, and that the fpirits are almoft exhauft-
ed; but if freezing follows, it (hews the heat that

was almoft extinct, doth now begin to return, and

that nature will fubdue the difeafe.

Cure.] In the cure of this effect, two things muft
be obferved: Firft, That daring the time of the pa-
roxifm, nature be provoked to expel thofe malig
nant vapours which bind up the fenfes, that (he

may be recalled out ofthe fleepy ecftafy. Secondly!

ii
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That in the intermifiion ofthe fit, proper medicines
be applied to take away the caufe.
To ftir up nature, fallen cupping-glaffes to the

hips and navel, applying ligatures unto the thighs;
rub the extreme parts with fait, vinegar, and muf-

tard; caufe loud clamours and thunderings in the

ear3. Apply to the nofe affafcetida caftor, and faga-
paneum fteeped in vinegar, provoke her to fneeie

by blowing up into her noftrils the powder of caf

tor, white pepper, pellitory of Spain, and hellebore.
Hold under her nofe partridge feathers, hair and

old fhoes burnt, and all other ftinking things, for e-
vil odours are an enemy to nature; hence the ani-

r. ' 1 fpirits do fo conteft and ftrive againft them that

the natural heat is thereby reftored. The brain is

fo oppreft fometimes, that we are compelled to burn
the outward (kin of the head with hot oil, or with

a hot iron. Sharp clyfters and fuppofitories are a-

vailable. Take of fage, calamint, harehound, fever

few, maijoram, betony, hyffop, of each one.handfil;
annifeed half an ounce; ecloquotinda, white helle

bore, fid. gem. of each two drams ; boil thefe in two

p:unds of water to the half; add to the (training
oil of caftor two ounces; hiera picra two drams,
and make a glyfter of it.
If it be caufed by the retention and corruption of

the feed, at the inftantof the paroxifm, let the mid
wife take oil of Iiilies, ma'joram and bays, diflblv-

ing in the fame two grains of civet; add as much

mufk; let her dip her finger therein, and put into

the neck of the womb, tickling and rubbing the

fame-

The fit being over, proceed to the curing of the

caufe. If from the retention ofthe feed, a good
hufband will adminifter a cure, but thofe who can

not honeftly purchafe that cure, muft ufe fuch things
as will dry up and diminifh the feed; as diciniinua,
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diacalamintbes, &c. Amongft batonics, the feed of

angus caftus is well efteemed of, whether taken in

wardly, applied outwardly, or receive a fuffumitta-

tion. It was held in great honor amongft the Athe
nians, for by it they did remain as pure veffels and

preferved their chaftity by only ftrowing it on the

bed whereon they lay, and hence the name of an

gus caftus given it, as denoting its effects. Make
an iffue in the infide of each leg. an hand breadth

below the knee. Make trochifks of agric two fenn
pies, wild carrot-feed, lign aloes, of each halfa fcru

ple; wafhed turpentine, three drams, with conferve
of anthos make a bolus; caftor is of excellent ufe
in this cafe, eight drams of it taken in white wine,
or you may make pills of it with mithridite, and take
them going to bed. Take of white briony root dri

ed, and after the manner of carrots, one ounce; put
into a draught of wine, placing it by the fire, and
when it is warm drink it; take myrrh, caftor, afofoe-

tida, of each one fcruple| faffron and rue feed, of
each four grains; make eight pills, and take two e
very night going to bed.

Galen, by his own example, commends unto us

agaric pulverized, ofwhich he frequently gave one

fcruple in white wine; lay to the navel at bed time
a head of garlic bruifed, foftening it with afovithing-
band; make a girdle of galbacum for the waift, and
alfo a plaiiler for the belly, placing in one part of it
civet and mufk, which muft be laid upon the navel.
Take pulveris benedict, trochifk of agaric, of each
two drams; mithridite a fufficient quantity, and fo
make two peffaries, and it will purge the matrix of
wind and phlegm, foment the natural part withfal-
ad oil, in which lias been boiled rue, feverfew anal
saniomile.
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CHAP. VII.

Ofdefer, dirg or filling ofthe Mother.

rPHE falling down of the womb is relaxation of

the ligatures, whereby the matrix is carried

backward, and in fierce hangs out in the bignefs of
an egg. Of thefe thele are two kinds, dtftinguifh-
cd by a defcending and precipitation. The descend

ing of the womb is, when it finks down to the en

trance ofthe privities, and appears to the eye either

not at all, or very little. The precipitation is, when

the womb, like a putffe, is turned infide outward,

and hangs betwixt the thighs in the bignefs of a

cupping-glafs. <

1

Caufe.] the caufe is external or internal: The

external caufe is difficult child-birth, violent pull

ing away the fecundine, rafhnefs and inexperience
in drawing away the child, violent coughing, freez

ing, foils, blows, and carrying heavy burthens.—

The internal caufe, in general, is overmuch humidi

ty flowing into thefe parts, hindering the operation
ofthe womb, whereby the ligaments by which the

womb is fupported is relaxed.

The caufe, in particular, is referred to be in the

retention of the. feed, or in the fuppreffion ofthe

monthly courfes.

Signs.] The arfe, gut and bladder cftentimes are

fo Crufhtd that the paffage of both excrements are

hindred; if the urine flows forth white and thick,

and the midriff is molefted, the loins are grieved,
the privities pained, and the womb finks down to

the private parts, or elfe comes clean out.

Progncftics.] This grief poffefling an old woman

is cured with great difficulty, becaufe it weakens
the

faculty of the womb, and therefore though it be re

duced into its proper place, yet upon very little ofo

nefs or indifpofition it is fubject to return;
'

and fo it
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alfo is with the younger fort, if the difeafe be inve^
terate. If it be caufed by a putrefaction in the nerves

it is incurable.

Cure.] The womb being naturally placed between
the ftrait gut and the bladder, and now fallen down,

ought to be put up again, until the faculty both of

the gut and bladder be ftirrej up; nature being tin-

loaded of her burden, let th-? woman be laid on her

back in fuch fort, that her legs may be higher than
her head; let her feet be drawn up to her hinder

parts, with her knees fpread abroad; then molify
the fwelling with oil of lillies and fwect almonds,
or with the decoclion of mallows, beets, fenugrek,
and iintfeed: When the inflammation is diffipated,
Jet the midwife anoint her hand with oil ofmaftick^
and reduce the wound into its place.

CHAP. VIII.

Ofthe Inflammation ofthe Womb.

"JTIE phlegmon, or inflammation ofthe matrix, is
_

an humour poffeffmg the whole womb, accom
panied with unnatural heat, by obftruction and ga
thering together of corrupt blood.

^
Caufe. ' 1 he caufe of this effect is fuppreffion of

trie menfes, repletion of the whole body, immode
rate ufe of Venus, often handling the genitals, dif
ficult child-birth, vehement agitation of the bod'-,
falls, blows; to which alfo mav be added the ufe of

fliarp peffaries, whereby not feldorh the womb is in-

flamed/cupping- glaffes alfo fattened to the pubis
and hypogaftrium, draw the humours to the womb.

Signs.] The figns are anguifh, humours, pain in
the head and ftomach, vomiting, coldnefo ofthe
knees convulfions of the neck, doating, trembling
ofthe heart; often there is a ftraitnefs of breath, by
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fesfon of the heat which is communicated to the

midriff, the breafts fympathizing with the womb,
pained and fwelled. Further, if the forepart ofthe
matrix be inflamed, the privities are grieved, the
urine is fuppreft, or flows forth with difficulty. If
the after-pait, the loins and back fuffer, the excre
ments are retained; if the right fide, the right hip
fuffers, the right leg is heavy, flow to motion, info
much, that fometimes fhe feems to halt. And fo if
the left fide of the womb be inflamed, the left hip is

pained, and the left leg is weaker than the right.—

If the neck ofthe womb be refrefhed, the midwife

putting up her linger (hall feel the mouth of it re

tracted, and doled Up with hardntfs about it.

Prognoftics.] All inflammations of the womb are

dangcous, if not deadly; and efpecialiy if the total
fubftance of the matrix be inflamed; yet they are

perilous if in the neck ofthe womb. A flux ofthe

belly fortells health, if it be natural, for nature works
beft by the ufe of her own inftruments.

Cure.] In the cure* firft let humours flowing to
the womb be repelled; for effecting ofwhich, after
the belly has been loofoned by cooling clyfters, phle
botomy will be needful; open therefore a vein in the

arm (and if fhe be not with child} the day after

ftrike (aphenna on both feet, fallen ligatures and

cupping-glaffes to the arm, and rub the upper part.

Purge lightly with caffia, rhubarb, fenna, hnorobo-

lans. Take of fenna two drams; annifeed one fcru

ple; mirobolans half an ounce; barley water a fuffi-

cient quantity; make a decoction, diffolve in it fy
rup of fuccory, with rhubarb two ounces; pulp of
Caffia half an ounce; oii of annifeed two drops, and

make a potion.
The air muft be cold, all motion of the body, eft

peciaily ofthe lower parts is forbidden, vigilance
is commended^ for by flcep the humours are ear-

F 3
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ried inward, by which the inflammation is incrcaf-

ed; eat fparingly, let your drink be barley water,
clarified whey, and youi m&at chickens and chicken-

broth, boiled with endive, fuccory, fonel, bugloii,
and mallows.

C H A P. IX.

Of the Schirroftty or Hardnefs of the Womb.

OF phlegmon neglected, or not perfectly, is ge
nerated a fchirrus ofthe matrix; which is a

hard ^unnatural fwelling, infenfibly hindering theo-

peiations ofthe womb, and difpofing the whole bo

dy to flothfulnefs.

Caufe.] One of this difeafe may be afcribed to

want of judgment in the phyfician, as many empi-
iics, adxniniftering to an inflammation ofthe womb,-
do overmuch refrigerate and affringe the humour,
that it can neither pafs forward nor backward, hence
thematter being condenfed, degenerates into a lar
pidious hard fubftance, Other caufes may be fup
preflion of the menftruous retention of the lochia,.
commonly called the after purgings, eating of cor

rupt meats, as in the difordinate longing called pi
ca, to which breeding women are fo often fubjech
It may proceed alfo from obftructions and ulcers in
the matrix, or from evil effects ofthe liver and
Ipleen.
Signs.] If the bottom ofthe womb be affecled,

fhe feels as it were a heavy burthen reprefenting a

mole, yet differing in that the breafts are attenuat
ed and the whole body waxeth lefs. If the neck of
the womb be affected, no outward humours will ap
pear; the mouth of it is retracted, and being touched
With the finger feels hard, nor car. fhe have the com
pany of a man without great pains and priekings*
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Prognoftics.] A fchirrus confirmed is incura'le,
vand will turn into a cancer or incurable dtopfy, ar.d
ending in a cancer proves deadly, becaufe the na

tive heat in thofe parts being almoft fmothered, can
hardly agnin be reftored.

Cure. | Where there is a repletion, phlebotomy
isadvifible, wherefore opening the medina on both

arms, and the faphena on both feet, more efpecialiy
if the menfes by fuppreffed.
The air muft be temperate; grofs, vicious and

fait meats are forbidden, as poik, bull's beef, fifh,
old cheefe, &c.

CHAP. X.

Ofthe Dropfy of the Womb.

•THIE uterine dropfy isjan unnatural fwelling, ele-.
vated by the gathering together of wind or

phlegm in the cavity, membranes or fubftance of

the womb, by reafon of the debility of the native

heat and aliment received, and fo it turns into an

excrement.

The caufes are oveimuch cold or moiftnefs ofthe

melt and liver, immoderate drinking, eating of crude

meats; all which caufing aTepletion, do fuffccate

the natural heat. It may be caufed likewife by the

overflowing ofthe courfes, or by any other immo

derate evacuation. To thefe may be added abor

tives, phlegmons and fchirrofities ofthe womb.

Signs.] The figns of this effect are thofe, the

lower parts ofthe belly, with the genitals, are puff
ed up and pained, the feet fwell, the natural colour

ofthe face decays, the appetite is depraved, and the

heavinefs of the whole body concurs. If fhe turns

herfelf in the bed, from one fide to the other, a node

like the overflowing cf wi-vcr is heard. Water fome*
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times comes from the matrix. If the (welling b»

caufed by wind, the belly being hot, it founds like a

drum ; the guts rumble, and the wind brsaks thru'
the neck of the womb with a mutniuring noife;
this effect may be diftinguifned from a true concep

tion many ways, as will appear by the chaptei of

conception.
Prognoftics.] This effect foretells the fad ruin of

the natural functions, by that lingular conferit the
womb hath with the' liver ; that therefore the cha-

cevy, or general dropfy will follow.

Cure.] !n the cure of this difeafe, imitate the

practice of Hippocrates : Firft, mitigate the pain
with fomentation of melilote, mercuiy, mallows,
lintfeed, camomile, althea. Then let the womb be

prepared with fyrup of hyffop, caliment, and irmg-

wo.t,
— In difeaies which have their rife from moilfo

..nefs, purge with pills. In effects which are cauftd

■by emptinefs or diym.fopurpe with a potion. Fall

en a cupping glafs to the belly, with a great fame,.'
and alfo the navel, efpecialiy if the fvrelling be ffr-

tulent : .Make an iffu? on the infide of each leg, a

hand-breadth below the knee. ..,

The air muft be hot and dry, moderate exercififc
is allowed ; much fieep is forbidden, fhe may eai

the flelh of partridges, larks, chickens, mountain1

birds, hares, conies, &c. Let her drink be thin wine. ,

CHAP. XI.

Of Moles and falfe Conceptions.

'pHIS difeafe is called, by the Greeks, mole, an4
the caufe of this denomination is taken from •'

the load or heavy weight of it, it being 5. mole, or

"

great lump of hard flefli burdening the womb.
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■ h is defined to be an inarticulate piece of flefh,
without form, begotten in the matrix, as if it were a
true conception. In which defination we are to note

two things. Firft, in that a r.^-" is foid to be in

articulate, and v.i:fo>"" form ; it differs from mon

fters, which are both formate and articulate. Se

condly, it is faid to be as it were a true conception
which puts a difference between a true conception
and a mole,which difference holds good three ways:
Firft, in the genus, in that a mole cannot be foid to

be ah animal. Secondly, in the fpecies, becaufe it
lath ho human figure, and bears not the character

of a man. Thirdly, in the individuum, for it hath

no aflif»ity with the parent, either in the whole body
or any particular of the fame.

Caufe.] About the caufe of this effect amongft:
•learned authors I find vruitty of judgments. Some

pre of opinion, that if the woman's feed goes into

the womb, and not the man's ; therefore is the mole

produced, others there be that affirm, that it is in-

gendered of the menftrous blood. But if thefe two

were granted, then maids by having their courieS

or through nocturnal pollutions, might be fubject
to the fame, which never yet any were. The true

caufe of this flelhy mole proceeds both from the

man and from the woman ; from corrupt and bar

ren feed in man, and from the menftruous blood in

•the woman both mixed together in the cavity ofthe

Womb, where nature finding herfelf weak yet defy

ing to maintain the perpetuity of her fpecies) la

bors to bring forth a vicious conception, rather than

none ; and fo inftead of a living creature, generates

a lump of flefh.

Signs.] The figns of a mole are thefe. The

months ar<> fuppreffed, the appetite is depra-ed, the

breafts fwdl, the belly is fuddenly puffed up, and

waxeth hard. Thus far the figns of a breeding wo

man, and one that bateth
a mole, are all one. I will
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fhew you how they differ. The firft fign of differ

ence is taken from the motion of a mole, it maybe
felt to move i.n the womb before the third month,
which the iiffaht c^nnct ; yet the motion cannot be

underftood of an intelligent povrr in the mole, but
the faculty ofthe womb and the feminal fpirits dif-
fufe through the fubftance of the mole, for it lives
not a live animal, but a vegetative in manner of a

plant. And fecondly, in a mole the belly is fudden

ly puffed up, but in a true conception-the belly is.
firft retracted, and then rifeth up by degTees. Thiid-

ly, the belly being preffed with thehand, themole

gives way, and the hand being taken away, it returns
to the place again ; but a child in the womb, though
preffed with the hand, moves not prefently, and be

ing removed, returns flowly or not at all. Laftly,
the children continue in the womb not above eleven

months ; but a mole continues fometimes four or

five years, more or lefs, according as it is fattened

in the matrix. I have known when a mole hath fal

len away in four or five months.

If it remain until the eleventh month the legs wax

feeble, and the whole body confumes, only the fwel-

ling of the belly frill increafes ; which makes fome-

thinkthey aredropfical, though there be little rea

fon for it. For in the dropfy, legs fwell and grow

big,,but in a mole they confume and wither.

Prognoftics.] ifat the delivery of a mole the flux

ofthe blood be great, it fhews the more danger, be
caufe the parts ofthe nutrition having been violated

by the flowing back of the fuperfluous humours,
where the natural heat is confumed ; and then part*

ing with fo much of blood, the woman thereby is

weakened in all her faculties, that fhe cannot fubfift
without difficulty.

*

Cure.] We are taught in the fchool of Hippo
crates, that phlebotomy caufeth abortion ; by taking
all that noftrifhrnent which fhould preferve the life
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ofthe child. Wherefore, that this vicious concep
tion may be deprived of that vegetive fap by v/hich
it lives, open the livre vein and thefaphena in both
the feet ; faften cupping ?glaffcs to the loins and
fides of the belly, which done let the uterine parts
be firft molified, and then the expulfive quality be

1

provoked to expel the burthen.

To laxate the ligature of the mole, take mallows,
with the roots three handfuls ; camomile, meliloet,
pellitory of the wall, violet leaves, mercury, roots

of fennel; parfleys of each two handfuls ; lintfeed,
fenugreek, each one pound ; boil them in water, and

lerher fit therein up to the navel. At the going
! out ofthe bath, anoint the privities and reins with

this unguent following: Take oil of camomile, lil-
; lies, fweat almonds, each one ounce; frelh butter lab-
danum, ammoniac, ofeach half an ounce j with the

oil of lintfeed make an unguent.
The air muft be tolerably hot and dry, and dry

diet, fuch as do niolif y and attenuate, fhe may drink
1

white wine.

CHAP. XIL

Of the Signs of Conception.

IGNORANCE
makes women become murderers

of the fruit of their own bodies, many having

conceived, and thereupon finding themfelves out of
'

order, and not knowing rightly the caufe, do either

run to the fhop, of their own conceit, and take what

; they think fit, or elfe ( as the cnftom is ) they fend to

^the phyfician for a cure ; and he not perceiving the

caufe of their grief (feeling no certain judgment
can be given by the urine) prefcribes what he thinks

beft, perhaps fome ftrong dieuerticor cathartic po

tion, wher*by the cunceptioR is deftroyed. Where
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fore Hippocrates fays, there- is a nccelfny that wo-:

men fhould be inftructed in the knowledge of con

ception, that the parent as well as the child might
be faved from danger, i will therefore give you

fome inftrucYions, by which every one may know

whether fhe be with child or not. The figns of con

ception fhall be taken from the woman, from the u-,

rine, from the infant, and from experiment.

Signs taken from the woman are thefe—The firft

day after conception (lie feels a light quivering or

chilnefs running through the whole body; a tick

ling in the womb, a little pain in the lower part of

the belly. Ten or twelve days after the head is af

fected with giddinefo, the eyes with dimnefs of fight:
Then follows red pimples in the face, with a blue

circle about the eyes, the br-e-aft fwell and grow

'

,

hard, with fome pain and pricking in them, the bel- '_

ly foon finketh and rifeth again by degrees, with a ,

hardriefs about the navel. '( he nipples ofthe breaft \

grow red, the heart beats inordinately, the natural.
'

appetite is dejected, yet fhe ha? a longing defire af

ter ftrange meats; the neck cf the womb is ret i act*, j

ed, that it c;m hardly be folt with the finger being .

put up; and this is an infallible fign. She is fud

denly merry, and (don mefoncholy; the monthlf i

courfes are ffoid without any evident caufe; the ex- j
crcmen'.s of the guts arc unaccuftomedly retained ,

by the worn'.) prti'fing the great guts, and her defire j
to Vcraus is abated.

,, ,,

The ftsreft (i^n is taken from the infant, which be«f :

gin? to move in the w inb the third or fourth month;
and that aot in the manner of a male, from one fidd

to anather, ruffling like a itcne, but fo foftly, as may;
be perceived by applying the f ar.d hot upon the

belly. ,

Signs taken horn the I'rin; : the beft writers do

affirm" that the urine of a w<>man with ciiddis white,;
aied iudi little mites like duff iu the fun-beams, afo

'
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cending and defcending in it, a cloudfwimming aloft
in an opal colour, the fediments being divided by
fhaking the urine, appears like carded wool, the

middle of her time the urine turneth yellow, next
red, and laftly black, with a red cloud. Signs tak-1

en from experience—At night going to bed let her

drink water and honey, afterwards if (he feels a

beating pain in her belly and about her navel, (lie

hath conceived. Or let her take the juice of cardus,
and if fhe vomiteth it up, it is a fign of conception.
Caft a clean needle into a woman's urine, put it in

to a bafon, let it ftand all night, and in the morning
if it be coloured with red fpots, (he hath conceived,
but if black or nifty, (he hath not.

Signs taken from the fex, to (hew whether it be

male or female. Being with child of a male, the

light breaft foveils firft, the right eye is more lively
than the left, her face well coloured, becaufe fuch

as the blood is, fuch is the colour; and the male is

conceived in purer blood, and more perfect feed
than the female; red motes in the urine, fettling
down the fediments, foretell that a male is conceiv

ed, but if they be white a female. Put the woman's

urine whieh is with child into a glafs bottle, let it

ftand clofs Hopped three days, then ftrain it thro'

fine cloth, and you will find little living creatures.

If they be red it is a male, if white it is a female.—

To conclude, themoft certain fign to give credit un

to, is the motion of the infant, for the male moves

in the third month, and the female in the fourth.

G
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CHAP. XIII.

Of untimely Births.

'HEN the fruit ofthe womb comes forth before

the ieventh month, (that is, before it comes
to maturity) it is faid to be abortive, andineffea,

the children prove abortive, (I mean not alive) if h
be born in the eighdi month. And why children

born in the feventh or ninth month may live, and
not in the eighth month, may feem ffrange, yet it
is true; the caufe thereof by fome is afenbed unto

the planet ur.der which the child is bom; foreveiy
month from the conception to the birth is goverueJJ
by his proper planet. And in the eighth month Sa-i

turn doth ptedoininrie, which is cold and diy:—
'

Ccldnefs being an utter enemy to 1 fo, deftioys the

nature ofthe child. Hippocrates gives a better rea-d

fon, viz. The infant being everyway perfect and,,
complete in the feventh month defires more air and

nutriment than it had before; which becaufe he

cannot obtain he labours for a paffipe to go out;

and if his fpirits became weak and faint, and have

no ftrength fu Indent to break the membranes and

come forth, as is decreed by nature, that he fhould

continue in the womb till the ninth month, that in

that time his wearied fpirits might again be ftrtngttaj
encd air' refrefhed; bur if he returns to drive again
the eighth month, and be born he cinnot live, he-.

caufe the day of his birth is either paft or to come.''

For in the eighth mo^ih (faith Aven)he is wte.l;

and infu ..: ; and therefore being caft into the coldfl

air, his fpirits cannot be fupporred. I
Caufe. 1 Untimely birti. m:«.y be caufed by cold.1

for as it maketh the fruit ofthe tree to wither and

to fall down fo.foi\j it b<j ripe, lb doth it ivp the fruit!
of the womb before :t conies to full perfection, and

makes it to L>= ab^iiiye; fometiaies by humidity,,'!
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Weakening the- faculty that the fruit cannot be re-
ftrained till the due time. By drynefs or empti-
nefs, defrauding the child cf its nourifhment. By
one of thefe aivine fluxes of phlebotomy and other

evacuations : By inflammations of the womb and o-
ther (harp diftafes. Sometimes it is caufed by joy,
laughter, anger, and efpecialiy fear; for in that the

heat forfakes the womb, and runs to the heart for

help there, (and fo the cold ftrikes in the matrix,
whereby the ligaments are relaxed, and ib abortion

follows;) wherefore Plato, in his time, commanded
that the women fhould fhun all temptations of im

moderate joy and pleafure, and likewife avoid all

occafions of fear and grief, Abortion alfo may be

caufed by the corruption of the air, by filthy od
ours, and efpecialiy by the fmell of the fnufrofa

candle; alfo by falls, blows, violent exercife, leap
ing, dancing, &c.

Signs.] Signs of future abortion are extenuation

ofthe breafts, with a flux of watery milk, pain in

the wcmb, heavincfs in the head, unufual wearinefs
In the hips and thighs, flowing ofthe courfes. Signs
foretelling the fruit to he dead in the womb, aie

hollownefs ofthe eyes, pain in the head, anguifh,
horrors, paienefs of the face and lips, gnawing of
the ftomach, no motion of the infant, coldnefs and

Joofenefs of the mouth of the womb, and thicknefs

pf the belly, which was above is fallen down, watery
and bfoody excrements come from the matrix.

CHAP. XIV.
,

Diretlions for Breeding Women.

THE prevention of untimely births confift in

taking away the aforementioned caufes, which

muft be effected before and after the conception.
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Before conception, if the body be over hot, coldi

dry, or moift, correct it with the contraries; if ca.

cochraical, purge it; if phlethriocal, open the livr

vein; if too grofs extenuate it; if too kan, corro

borate and nourifh it. All diftafes ofthe womb mil x

be removed, as I have fhewed.
After conception let the air be temperate, deep;

not overmuch, avoid watching, exercife of bodv,

paffion3 ofthemind, loud clamours and filthy fmeJh;
sweet odours are alfo to be rejected of thofe that are

hyfterical. Abftain from all things that provoke ei*
ther the urine or courfes, alfo from fi.lt, lharp ami

windy meats; a moderate diet fhould he obferved.

The couch is another accident which accompa^

nieth breeding women, and puts them in great dan

ger ofmifcarrying, by a continual diftillation failing
i from the brain. To prevent which, (have away the

hair from the ct>rnal and fatical coiffures, and apply
thereon this plaifter. Take refinae half an oui>ce;

laudani one dram; citron peel, lign aloes, olibt :,
of each one dram; ftirachis liquids; and ficcfeafufi
ficient quantity; diflblve the gums in vinegar, ?n<|
nuke a plaifter at night going to bid, fot her taka
the fume of thefe trochifks caft upon the coals.

In breeding women there is a corrupted matted

generated, which, flowing to the ventricle, deject. dv
the appetite, and caufeth vomiting. And the fto^

mach being weak, not able t© digeft this matter,

fometimes fends it to the guts, whereby is caufed*

flax in tli? belly, which greatly ftirreth up the fa

culty of the womb. To prevent all thefe dangers,.
the ftomach muft be corroborated as follows: Take '

lign aloe?, nutmeg, of each one dram; mace, clove,

laudanum, of each two fcruples; oil of fpike <\n

ounce; rnufk two grains; oil of maftic, qgincts,
wormwood, of each half an ounce; niake:an n;:.ri-.

enr for the ftomach, to be applied before meals.—

Anet-her accident which perplexeth a woman -whir
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Child isfwellingof the legs, which happens the firft
three months by fuperfluous humours falling down
from the ftomach and liver; for the cure whereof^
take oil of rofes two drams; fait, vinegar, of each
one dram ; (hake them together until the fait be dif-
folved, and anoint the legs hot therewith, chaffing
?t with the hand: By purfuing it more propeily, if
it may be done without danger, as it may be in the

fourth, fifth, or fixth month of purgation; for t lie

child in the womb is compared to an apple en the

tree; the firft three months it is weak and tender,
fubject with the apple to fall away; but afterward^

the membranes being ftrengthened,thefruit remains
firmly faftened to the womb, not apt tomifchances,
and fo continues all the feveath month, till growing
nearer the time of its maturity, the ligaments are

again relaxed, (like an apple that is almoft ripe)^
and grows loofer every day until the fixed time of

delivery. If therefore the body is in real need cf

purging, fhe rhay do it without danger in the fourth,
. fifth, or fixth month, but not before nor after, un-

lefs in fome (harp diftafes, in which the mother and

child both are like to perifh.
Apply it to the reins in the winter time, and re

move it every twenty-four hours,- left the reins be

over hot therewith. In the interim anoint the prfo
vities and reins with unguent, confitiffse; but if it

befummer-time, and the reins be hot, this plaifter

following is more proper: Take of red rofes one ibj
maffick, red flinders, of each two drams, pomegrant

peel, prepared coriand. r of each two drams and an

half; barberries, two fcruple? ; oil of maftick and

iquinces, of each one ounce; juice of plaintain two

drams; with pitch make a plaifter; anoint the reina

falio with unguentum, fandal.

I
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C H
A^P

XV.

Direftions to be ohfrveal>y Women at the Time of
their falling in Labour, in order to theirfafeDe

livery, with Directions for Midwifes.

AND
thus having given neceffary directions for

child-bearing women, how to govern them

felves during the time of thtir pregnancy, 1 fhall

add what is neceffary for them to obferve, in order.
to their delivery,
The time of birth drawing near, let the woman

fend for a fkilful mi !w fo, and that rather too foon

than too late; and againft which time let her pre

pare a rallet, bed, or couch near the fire, that the
midwife and her afliftants may pals round, and help
on every fide as occafioo requires, havinp a charge
of linen ready, and a fmall ftool to reft her feet a-

gainft, fhe having more force when they are bow<d
than when they are otherwife.

Hiving thus provided, when the woman feels her

pain come, and weather not cold, let her walk »«*

bout the room, refting herfelf by turns upon the

bed, and fo expect the coming down of fo r water,

'which is a humour contracted in one ofthe outward

membranes, and flows *lrence when it is broke by
the ftruggling of the chii \, there being no dirt
time fixed for the eftfox, though generally it flows'

not above two hours hetore the birth, motion 'rill
likewife caufe the womb to 'open and dilate itfelf,
when lying long in bed \ •'! be uneafy, yet if (lie
be very weak, fhe m.iy tafo fome gentle cordial to
refrefh herfelf. ifher pain will permit.
If her travail be tedious, (he may revive her fpi-»

rits with taking chfoken or mutton broth, or fhe,
may take a poached fig, but muft take hv.ad of eat

ing to excefo.
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As for the poftures women are delivered in, they
are many, fome lying in their bed, fome fitting in
their bed, or chair, ibmc again on their knees, be
ing fuoported upon their arms; but the moft fafe
and commodious way is in the bed, and then themid-
wife ought to mind the following rules. Let her

lay the worrtan upon her back, her head a little raif-
ed by the help of a pillow, having the like help to

Tupport her reins and buttocks, and that her
rump

imay lie high, for if fhe lies low, fhe cannot be well

tdelivered. Let her keep her knees and thighs as

far diftant as (he car., her legs bowed together and
her buttocks, the foals of her feet and heelj> being
placed on a little log of timber placed for that pur-

pofe, that die may tirain the ftronger: And then to

facilitate it, let a woman ftroke or prefs the upper
'

part of the belly gently, and by decrees. Nor muft
1 the woman herfeif be faint-hearted, but of good
courage, forcing herfelf b^ {training and holding
her breath.

In cafe of delivery, the midwife nv.ft wait with
patience till the child, or other members, burft the
membrane: for if, through ignorance or hafte to go
to other women, as fome have done, the midwife

tct:r the membrane with her nails, fhe endangers
both the woman and the child: For its laying dry,
»nd wanting that flioprinefs that fhould make it

tafy, it comes forth with great pain.
When the head appears, the midwife muft gent

ly hold it between her hands, and draw the child at

fuch time as the woman's pains are upon her, and at
no other; fi-pping by degiees her fore-fingers un
der his arm-pits, not ufing a rough hand in drawing
k forth, left by that means the tender infant re

ceive any deformity of body. As foon as the child

is taken forth, which is for the moft part with its

face downwards, let it be laid on its back, that it

Birty more fieely receive external refpiration, then
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cut the navel-ftiing about three inches from the bo

dy, tying that end which adheres to the belly with

afilken ftring as near as you can, then cover thei
head and ftomach of the child well, fuffering no

thing to come upon the face.

the child being thus brought forth, and if heal'

thy, lay it by, and let the midwife regard the pati
ent in drawing forth the fecundines; and ibis fne

may do by wagging and ftirring them up and down,.
and afterwards with a gentle hand drawing them

forth: And if the work be difficult Jet the woman

hold fait in her hands, and thereby (he will know.

whether the membranes be broke or not. It may be

alfo known by canting her to ftrain or vomit, by put
ting a finger down her throat, or by draining or.

moving her lower parts, but let all be done out of

hand. If this fail, let her take a draught of raw

elder-water, or yolk cf a r.ew laid egg, and finell^o
a piece cf affafcetida, efpecialiy if fhe be troubled

with a windy cholic. If fhe happen to take cold, it
is a great cbftruction to the coming down ofthe

fecundines, and in fuch cafes the women ought to
chaff the woman's belly gently not only to break

the wind, but oblige the fecundines to come down.
—But thefe proving ineffectual, the midwife muft

chatter with her hand the extern or orifice ofthe

womb, and gently draw it forth.

— —. it -TnrvrvTT n— . .

chap. xvi.

In Cafe ofExtremity, what ought to be obferved, ef
pecialiy to Women who in their Travail, are at

tended with a Flux ofBlood, Convulfions, ad
Fits ofthe Wind.

IF
the woman's labour be hard and difficult, great
er regard ciuft be then had, than at other times j
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and firft of all the fituation ofthe womb and pofturc
of iying muft be crofs the bed, being hekl by (bong
perfbns to prevent her flipping down, or moving
herfelf in the operation ofthe lurgeon: Her thighs
muft be put afunder, as far diftant as may be, and

i'oheld; whilft her head muft lean upon a bolfter,
aud the reins of her back be fuppcrted after the

fame manner; her rump and buttocks being lifted

bp, obferving to cover her ftomach, belly and thighs
with warm linen, to keep them from the cold.

The woman being in this pofture, let the opera
tor -ut up his hand, if he find the neck of the womb

nil ate ;, and remove the contracted blood that ob-

i\ it fete the paffage of the birth; and having by de

grees gently made way, let him tenderly move the

infant, his hand being firft anointed with fweetbut-

ti'r, or a lurmlefs pomatum. And if the waters be

jiet come down, then without difficulty may they
h? let forth; when, if the infant fhould attempt to

focak out with its head fcremofl, or crofs, he may

•.ently turn it to find the feet; which having done,
fo: him draw forth the one and fallen it to a ribbon,

then put it np again, and by degrees find the other,

bringing them as dole and even as may be, and be

tween while?, let the woman breathe, urging her to

!• rain to help nature to perfect the birth, that he

na'y draw it forth; and the readier to do it, that

hie hold may be the foier, he muft wrap
a Knen cloth

about the child's thighs, obferving to bring it into

the world with its face downwards.

In cafe of a flux of hlocff, if the neck ofthe won'b

be open, it muft be eonfid. red whether the infant

cr fecundine coines firft, which the latter fometimes

happening to do, (tops the mouth
of the womb, and

hir.deis the birth, endangering both the woman and

the chi'-'; but in this cafe the ftcuBdincs muft be

rer.-cv-d by a fwifo *urn7 and indeed. they, hare by
G %
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their fo coming down deceived many, who feeling
their foftnefs, fuppofod the womb was not dilated,
and by this means the woman and the child, or at

leaft the latter had been loft. ': he fecundines mov

ed, the child muft be fought for, and drawn forth,
as has been ^directed; and if in fuch a cafe the wo

man or child die, the midwife or furgeon is blame-

lefs, becaufe they did their true endeavour.

If it appears upon enquiry, that the fecundines

comes firft, let the woman be delivered with all

convenient expedition, becaufe a great flux of blood

will follow, for the veins are opened, and upon this

account two things are to be confidered.

Firft, The manner of the fecundines advancing,
whether it be much or little; if the former, and the

head ofthe child appear firft, it may be guided and

directed towards the neck of the womb as in the

eafe of natural birth; but if there appear any diffi

culty in the delivery, the beft way is to fearch for

the feet, and thereby draw it forth; but if the lat

ter, the fecundine may be put back with a gentle
hand, and the child firft taken forth.

But if the fecundine be for advancedi fo that it

cannot be put back, and the child follow it clofe,
then are the fecundines tobetaktn forth with much

care, as fwift as may be, and laid without cutting
the entrail that is fattened to them, for thereby you
maybe guided to the infant, which, whether alive
or dead, muft be drawn forth by the feet in all hafte,

though it is not to be acted unlefs in cafe of any

great neceflity, for in other cafes the fecundines

ought to come laft.

_

And in drawing forth a dead child, let thefe direc
tions be carefully obferved by the furgeon, viz, if
the child be found dead, its head foremoft, delivery
will be the more difficult; (or it is an apparent (ign
the woman's ftiength begins to fall ber, and that

the child being dead, and wanting its natural force
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fan be no ways aflifting to its delivery, wherefore

the moft certain and fafe way for the furgeon, is to

put up his left hand, Aiding it as hollow in the palm
as he can, into the neck of the womb, and into the

lower part thereof towards the feet, and then be

tween the head of the infant and the neck of the

'matrix, when having a hock in the right hand couch
it clofe, and flip it above the left hand, between the

head ofthe child and the flat cf the hand, fixing it

:in the bars of the temple towards the eye; for want

lof a convenient coming at thefe in the occiputiil-
bone, obfeive ftill to the left hand in its place, and

Iwith it gently moving and ftining the head; and

(0 with the right hand and hook draw the child for

ward, admomlhing the woman to put forth her ut-

fcoft ftrength, ftill drawing when the woman's

jjiangs are upon her; the head being drawn out,

iwith all fpeed he muft flip his hand up under the

jlrni holes ofthe chil \, and take it quite out, giving
flicffe things to the woman viz- A toaft of fine

iwheaten bread in a quarter of an ounce of ipocras
Wine.

It it fo happen that any inflammation, fwellingv
•r congealed blood becoiutacded in the matrix, un

der the film of thefe tumours, either before or after

the birth, where the matter appears thinner, then

let the midwife with a pen-knife or incifion inftru-

inent Jtunch it, and prefs out the corruption, heal

ing it with a peffary dipped in oil of red rofes.

If at any time through cold, or fome violence,
the

fciid happen to be iweiled in any part, or hath con-

Jaded a watery l-umour; if it remain alive, fuch

leans muft be ufed as- are leaft injurious to the

fcild and mother; but ifitbedead, that humour

mill be let out be incifion to facilitate the biith.

Jf (as it often happens) that the child
comes with

I feet foremoft, and the hands dilating themfelves

rom the hips; in fuch cak* the midwife muft be
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piovided with neceffary ointments to ftroke and a-

point the icfant with, to help its coming forth, left
it turn again into the womb, holding at the fame
time, both the arms ofthe infant dole to the hips,
that fo it may iffue forth after its manner, but if it

proves too big, the womb muft be well anointed.—
The woman may alfo take fneezing powder to make
her ftrain: Thofe who attend may gently ftroke
her belly to make the birth defcend, and keep the
birth from retiring back.

And fometimes it falls out that the child coming
with the feet foremoft, has its arms extended abort
its head; but the midwife muft not receive it fo,
but put it back again into the womb, unlefs the paf
fage be extraordinary wide, and then fhe muft a-

noint the child and the womb; nor is it fafe to draw
it. forth, which may be done in this manner; the
woman muft be lain on her back, with her head de-

preffed, and her buttocks railed; and the midwife,
with a gentle hand, muft comprefs the belly of the
woman towards the midwife, by that means to put
back the infant, obferving to turn the face of the
child towards the back of its mother, railing up its
thighs and buttocks toward her navel, that fo the
birth may b" ~>ore natural.

If a child happens to come forth with one foot,
the arm being extended along the fide, and the o-

thcr foot turned backward, then muft the woman be
inUantly brought to her bed, and laid in the pofture
above defenbed, at which time the midwife muit
carefully pat back the foot fo appearing, and the

V°n'ao Joking herfelf fioni one fide to the other,
till (he hnd the child is turned, but muft not alter
her pofture, nor turn upon her face. After which
(he may expect her pains, and mull have great af-
iiftance and cordials to revive and fupport her fij».
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At other times it happens that the child lies a-

crcfs in the womb, and falls upon its nde; in this

cafe the woman muft not be urged in her labour*
neither can any expect the birth in fuch a manner ;

therefore the midwifo, when (he finds it fb, muft
nfe great diligence to reduce it to its right form, or
?t leaft to fuch a form in the womb, as may make

the delivery poflible andmere eafy, by moving the

buttocks, and guiding the head to the paffage; and

if fhe be fuccefsful herein, let her again try by rock

ing herfolf to and fro, and wait with patience till it

alter its manner of lying.
Sometimes the child haftens the birth, by expand

ing its legs and arms; in which as in the former the

woman muft rock herfelf, but not with violence, till

fhe finds thofe parts fall to their proper (rations, or

it may be done by a gentle compreflion ofthe womb,
but if neither of them prevail, the midwife with her

hand muft elofe the legs ofthe infant, and if (he

come at them, do the like to the arms, and fo draw

it forth; but if it can be reduced ofitftlf, to the pof
ture of a natural birth, it is better.

If the infant comes forward withboth knees fore-

mt ft and the hands hanging down upon the thighs,
then muft the midwife put both knees upward, till

the feet appear; taking hold ofwhich with her left

hand, let her keep her right hand on the fide ofthe

chiid, and in* that pofture endeavor to bring it forth.

But if (he cannot do this, then alfo muft the wo

man rock herfelf till the child is- in a more conveni

ent pofture for delivery.
Sometimes * happens, that the child paffes for

ward with one arm ftretched on its thigh's, and the

other raifed over its bead, and the feet (1 retched ok

length in the womb; in fuch a cafe- the midwife

muft not attempt to receive the child in that pofture,
but muft lay the woman on the bed, in' the n^n-
Btr aforefaid, making a fof: and- gentle- comprelioa
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on her belly, to oblige the child to retire, which if

it does not, then muft the midwife thruft it back by
the fhoulder, and bring the arm that was ftretched

above the head, to its right ftation; for there is

more danger in thefe extremities, and therefore the

midwife muft anoint her hands firft, and the womb

ofthe woman with fweet butter, or a proper poma

tum, thrufting her hand as near as fhe can, to the

arm ofthe infant, and bring it to the fide.

But if this cannot be done, let the woman be laid
on her bed to reft awhile, in which time, perhaps
the child may be reduced to a better pofture, which
the midwife finding, fhe muft draw tenderly the

arms clofe to the hips, and fo receive it.

If an infant come with its buttocks foremoft, and

almoft double, then the midwife, anointing her

hand muft thruft it up, and gently heaving up the

buttocks and back, ftrive to turn the head to the

paffage, but not too haftily, left the infant's retiring
fhould fliape it worfe, and therefore it cannot be

turned with the hand, the woman muft rock her

felf on the bed, taking fome comfortable things as

may fupport her fpirits, till fhe perceives the child
to turn.

If the child's neck be bowed, and it comes for-
ward with its (boulders, as fometimes it doth, with
the hand and feet ftretched upwards, the midwife

muft gently move the (boulders, that (he may direct
the head to the paffage; and the better to effect it,
the woman muft rock herfelf as aforefaid.

Thefe, and other the like methods are to be ob

ferved, in cafe a woman hath twins, or three chil

dren at a birth, as fometimes happens. For as the

fingle birth hath but one natural way, and many un

natural forms, even fo it may be in double or treble
births.

Wherefore in all fuch cafes, the midwife muft

take care to receive that firft, which is neareft the
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; paffage, but not letting the other go, left by retiring
it fhould change the form. And when one is born,
(he muft befpeedy in bringing forth the other; and
thisbirth.if k be in the natural way, is more eafy, be-

jecaufe the children are commonly lefs than thoieof
.
a (ingle birth, and fo require a leffer paffage. But

',if this birth come unnaturally, it is far more danger
ous than the other.

In the birth of twins, let the midwife be very care
ful that the fecundines be naturally brought forth,
left the womb being delivered of its burthen fall,
and fo the fecundines continue longer than is con
fident with the woman's fafety.
But if one of the twins happen to come with the

head, and the other with the feet foremoft, then

let the midwifo deliver the natural birth firft, and if
fhe cannot turn the other, draw it out in the pofture
it preffes forward, but if that with its feet down

ward be foremoifofhe may deliver that firft turning
the other fide.

But in this cafo, the midwife muft carefully fee

.that it be nOt a moftruous birth, inflead of twins a

body with two he-ids, or two bodies joined togeth
er, which flic may foon fee; if both the head? come

foremoft, by putting up her hand between them as

[hfoh as fhe can, and then if fhe find they are twins,
'fhe may gently put one of them afide to make way
for the other, taking the firft which is moft advanc

ed, having the other, that foe do not change its fitua-
ticn.

; And for the fafety of the firft child, as foon as it

icomes forth out of the v.amb, the midwife muft tie

[the navel-firing as has been before directed, and al

fo bind it with a large and long fillet, that part of

the navei that is fattened to the fecundines the more

ready to find them.

The fecond infant being born, let the midwife

carefully examine whether there be not two fecun-
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dines, for fometimes it falls out, that by the fhorfj

nefs ofthe ligaments, it retires back to the prejudice'
of the woman. Wherefore left the womb fhould

c'ofe, it is moft expedient to haften them forth with

all convenient fpeed.
If two infants are joined tagether by the body as

fometimes it monftruouflv falls out,-then though the

the heads mould come foremoft, yet it is conveni
ent if poflible to turn them, and draw them forth by
the feet, obferving that when they come to the hips
to draw them out as fcen as may be.

/*nd here great care ought to be ufed in anoint

ing and widt ning the paffage. But thefe fort of

births rarely happen.

CHAP. XVII.

How Child-bearing Women are ordered after Deli- ■

vny.

IF
a woman has had very hard labour, it is necef'

fory (lie fhould be wrapt up in a fheep's fkin tak
en of before it is cold, applying the flefhy fide t|>
her- reins and belly. Or, for want of this, the fkin"

of a hare or coney, flead off as fooii as killed, may
be applied to the fame parts.
Let the woman afterwards be fwathed with fine-

linen cloth, about a quarter cfayardin breadth,

chaffing her belly before it is fwatf.ed with cil cf -

St. John's wort; after that raife up the matrix with

a linen cloth many times folded, then with a little

pillow, or quilt, cover her flanks, and place the •

twe.the femewhat above the haunches, winding it*

prt ttyftiff, applying at the fame' time a warm c!oA f

to her nipphs, and not prtfoi.ty applyirg the re re-

dies to fore-p bada the milk, by reafon of the body at

fuch a time is out cf frame, for there is neither veift
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Uor artery which docs not ftrongly bent, and reme
dies to drive back the milk being ©fa diffolving na
ture, it is improper to apply them to the bi eafts dur

ing fuch difbrder, left by fo doing evil humours be

contracted in the breaft. Wherefore twelve hours at

leaft ought to be allowed for the cii citation and fet-

tlement of the blood, and v/hat was caft upon th«

lungs, by the vehement agitation during the labour,
to retire to its proper receptacles
She muft by no means fleep prefently after deli*

very, but about four hours after fhe may take broth,

caudle, or fuch liquid vicluals as are nourifhingj
and if (he be difpofed to fleep, (he may be very fare

-

ly permitted. And this is as much (in cafe of a na

tural birth) as ought immediately to be done.

If the mother intend to nurfe her own child, (lie

may take fomething more than ordinary, to increaie

the milk by degrees, which muft be of no continu

ance, but drawn either by the child or otherwife.-^

In this cafe likewife obferve, to let her have corri-

ander or fennel-feed, boiled in her barley broth, and

if no fever trouble her, fhe may drink now and then

a fmall quantity of white wine or claret.
And after the fear ofafover, or contraction of

humour in the breaft is over, fhe may be nourifhed

more plentifully with thebroath of pullets or veal,
&c. which muft not be till after eight days from

the time of her delivery, at which time the womb,

unlefs fome accident hinder, has purged itfelf. It

will then be expedient to give cold meats, hut let it

be fparing that fo (he may the better gather ftrengtb.
And let her, during the time, reft quietly and

free from difturbance, not fleeping in the day-time
if fhe can avoid it.
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CHAP. XVIII.

How to expel the Cl.oJic from Women in Child-birth.

rT"'HESE pains frequently afflict the woman no

X lefs than in pains of her labour, and are by the
ignorant taken many times the one for the other,
and fometimes they happen both at the fame inftant,
which is occafioned by a raw crude, and watery mat-.
ter in the ftomach, contracted through ill digeftion,
and while fuch pain continues the woman's travail

is retarded.

Therefore to expel fuch fits of the cholic, take
two ounces of oil of fweet almonds, and an ounce

of cinnamon water, with three or four drops ofthe

fpirit of ginger, then let the woman drink it off.

If the pain prove the gripping of the guts, and

long after delivery, then take the root ofgreat com-
frey, one dram; nutmeg and peach kernels, of each
two fcruples, and give them to the woman as fhe is
laid down, in two or three fpoonfuls of white wine;
but if fhe be feverifh, then let it be in as much of

warm broth.
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FAMILYPHYSICIAN:

BEING CHOICE AND APPROVED REMEDIES FOR SE

VERAL DISTEMPERS INCIDENT TO HUMAN BO

DIES, CSV.

For Apoplexy.

TAKE
man's fkull prepared, powder ofthe roots

of male-prony, of each an ounce and a half;

^ontrayerva, baftard dittany, angelica, zedoary, of

•ach two drams, mix and make a powder, whereof

^ou may take half a dram, or a dram.

, A powderfor the epilepfy or falling ficknefs.
Take of opoponax, crude antimony, dragon's

bpod, caftor penny feeds, of each an equal quanti->
ti make a fubtile powder. The dofe, from half a

d^m in black cherry water. Before you take it the

ftenach muft be cleanfed with fome proper vomit,

aschat ofMyfinct's emetic tartar, from four grains

to[ix. If for children falts of vitriol, fiom a fcru-

pli to half a dram.

I
A vomit for fwhnming in the head.

fake cream of tartar half a fcruple, caftor two

grins, mix all together for a vomit, to be taken at

fo-,- o'clock in the afternoon. At night going to

becft will be vciy proper to take a dole of apoftohc

polder.
1 For an head-ach of long Jlanding.

pke the juice of powder, or diftilled water of

ho|ice, and continue the ufe of it.

Fsrfpitting ofblood.

'ike conforv? of comfrey, and of hipps, of each

an iu nee and a half; conferve of red rofes three
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ounces ; dragon's blood a dram ; fpecies ofhyacinths
two fcruples; red coral a dram; mix, and with fy

rup of red poppies make a foft electuary. Take the

quantity of a walnut night and morning.
A powder agair.fl vomiting.

Take crabs eyes, red coral, ivory, of each two

drams burnt; hartffiorn one dram; cinnamcn and

red faunders, of each half a dram, make a full fub

tile powder, and take half a dram.
For a hofenefs.

Take of Venice treacle and diafcordium, of each
half a dram in warm ale, wai'.r-gruel, or what you
beft like, laft at night going to bed.

For the bloodyflux.
Firft take a dram of the powder of rhubarb in a

fufficicnt quantity ofthe conferve of red rofes, caily
in the morning; then at night take of fortified oi

roafted rhubarb halfa dram, diafcordium a dram ant

a half, liquid laudanum cydoniated a fcruple; mix

and make a bolus-

For inflammation in the lungs.
Take curious water, ten ounces,water of red pep-

pies three ounces, fyrup Of poppies an ounce, pari
prepared a dram, make a julep, and take fix fpooi-*
fills every fourth hour.

Pills very profitable in an aflhtna.
Take gum ammoniac and bedeUium, diffolvedin

vinegar, of fquills of each half an ounce, powdeiof
tie leaves of hedge, muftard, a\^n favouiy, of cch
half a dram, flour of fulphur three drams, and wth

fufficient quantity of fyrup of fulphur make a mft
offmall pills, three whereof take every evening.

An etctlaary for the dropfy.
Take choice rhubarb one dram, gum lac prepaed

two drams ; zyloaloes, cinnamon, longbirth-wori of
each half an ounce; the beft Englilh faffron hffa

fcruple, with fyrup cf chycory and rhubarb mak aa
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electuary. Take the quantity of a nutmeg, or a fmall
walnut every morning faffing.

For weaknefs in women.

After a gentle purge or two, take the following
decoction, viz. A quarter cf a pound of lignum vi

tro, fafi'.ifras two ounces, railins of the fun eight
ounces, liquorice diced two ounces; boil all in fix

qiaits of water to. a gallon: ftrain and keep it for

v,k. Take h.If a pint at four o'clock' in the after-!

noon, the third laft at night going to bed.

A clyfter pr>^cr in a phirej'y.
Take clean French barley a handful; leaves of

ni.i'lows, mercury, T. Ldets, of each a handful and a

h..!f; twelve d.irmt)!: prunes; boil all in a fufficient

quantity of water to a pfot ;>nd a half, when ftrain-:

id, add an ounce and .1 half of frefh caffia and. red

foira'r, with the yolk of an egg. This may be inject-;
ed every other day.

4n f.i,itr;;ent for theftme.

Tnke the oil of violets, fovect almonds, of each- an

ounce, with whey and a little faffron nrdce an oht-

menr; warm it, and bath v/ith it the' part affected.

Art ointment for the itch.

Take fulphurvivein powder h:t:f an ounce, oilof

tartar pet dilinquium a fufficient quantity, ointment

cf rofes four ounce?, mrd:e a linfont;;: ; ro which add

a fcruple of the oil of rhodium to arorrutife it, and

rub the pait affected with it.

For a runningfedb.
Take two pounds of tar, incorporate into a thick

r.rafo with good Cfted afhc.% boil the mafsih foun

tain wat-r, addling leaves of ground-ivy, white here

hound, fumitorv, roots of (harp pointed deck, and

ofelca'^pan' -, of each four handfuls; make a bath

to be ufed, with care of taking cola.
For worms in children.

Take worm foed half a dram; flour cf fulphtr a

dram; fal prunelly half a dram;- mix and make a,



126 Obfervations on the Human Body.

powder. Give as much as will lie on a (ilver threi

pence night ormorning in treacle or honey. Or for
people grown up, you may add a fufficient quantity
of aloe rofatum, and fo make them up into pills,
three or four thereofntay be taken every morning.
t

'

For the gripes in children.
Give a drop or two of the oil of annifeeds, in a

fpoonful of panada, milk or what elfe you think fit.

Of the Judgment of Phyflognomy taken from all
Parts of the human Body.

HE
whofe hair is paitly curled, and partly hang

ing down is commonly a wife man or a fooli
or elfe as very a knave as he is a fool. He whofe hail

groweth thick on his temples and his brow, is by
nature fimple, vain, luxurious, luftful, credulous,
ciownim in his fpeech and converfation. He whofe

hair is of arediih complexion, is for the moft paft

proud, deceitful, detracting, venerous, and full of

envy. He whofe hair is very fair, is for the moft

part a man fit for all praife-worthy actions, a lover of
honors, and more inclined to good than evil, careful
to perform whatfoever is committed to his care, fe-

cret in carrying on any bufiriefs, and fortunate. Hair

of a yellowifh colour, fhews a man to be good and

v/illing to do any thing, fearful, bafhful, weak of

body, but ftrong in the abilities of the mind, and
more apt to remember than to revenge an injury.—
He whofe hair turns grey or hoary, in the time of
his youth, is generally given to women, vain, falfe,
unliable and talkative.—Note, That whatfoever fig-
nification the hair has in men, it is the fame in wo

men alfo.

He whofe forehead rifeth in a round, fignifies a
dan liberal, of a good underftanding inclined to vjr-
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tue. He whofe forehead is very low and little, is
ofa good undeiftanding,magnanimous but extreme

ly bold and confident, and a pretender to love and

honour. He whofe forehead feems fharp and point
ed up in the corners of his temples, is a man natur

ally vain, fickle and weak in intellectuals. He whof«

brow is full of wrinkles, and hath as it were a com

ing down in the middle of his forehead, is one ofa

great fpirit, a great wit, void of deceit, and yet of a

hard fortune. He whofe forehead is long and high,
and jotting forth, is honeft, but weak and fimple,
and of an hard fortune.

Thofe eye-brows that are much arched, whether

in man or woman, and which, by a frequent motion,
elevate themfelves, (hew the perfon to be proud,

high ffpirited, vain glorious, a lover of beauty, and

indifferently inclined to either good or evil. He

whofe eye-brows are thick, and have but little hair

upon them, is weak in his intellectuals, and two cre

dulous.

Great and full eyes, either in man o* woman, (hew

""the perfon to be for the moft part flothful, bold, en ■

vious, a bad concealer of fecrets, mifer able, vain,giv
en to lying, and yet of a bad memory, flow of in

vention, weak of his intellectuals, and yet verymuch

conceited of that little wifdom he thinks himfelf

mafter of. He whofe eyes are hollow in his head,

and therefore dilcerr.s well at a great diftance, is

one that is fufpicious, proud and treacherous; but

he whofe eyes are as it were ftarting out ofhis head,
is a fimple foolifh perfon. He who looks ftudiouf-

J ly and acutely, with his eyes, and eye-lids down^

, wards, it denotes him to be malicious, impious to

wards God, and falfe towards men. Thofe whofe

!■
eyes are often twinkling, and which move backward

and foiward, (hews the perfon to be luxurious and

unfaithful, if a perfon has any greennels mingled
with the white of their eyes, they aie often filly,
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falfe and vain. Thofe whofe eyes are addicted to

bloodlhor, are naturally choleric, perfidious, with
out fiiamc, much inclined to fuperftition. They wlio

have eyes like oxen, are perfons of good nutriment)
but of a weak memory, and of a dull underftanding;
but thofe whofe eyes are neither two little nor too

big, and inclining to black, do fignify a man mild,

peaceable, honeft, witty, and of a good under/land-
rng, and one that when need requires will be fer«
viewable to his friend.

A long and thin nofe, denotes a man bold, curi.
ous and vain, weak and credulous. A long nofe,
the tip bending down, (hews the perfon to be wifa

and dffcreet- A bottle nofe denotes a man to be im«

fietuous
in obtaining his defires. He who hath \

cng and large nofe, is an admirer ofthe fair fex,
and well accomplifhed for the wars of Venus,' but

ignorant of any thing elfe. A nofe very round at

the end of it, having but little noftrils, fhe'vs tb4

perfon to be very munificent and liberal, true to hil

truft, but very proud, credulous and vain. He whofe

nofe is more red rh?n ar.y other part of his face, ij

thereby denoted to be covetous. A thick nofe with

wide noftrils, denotes a man dell of apprehenlion,
fimple, and a liar.

When the noftrils are clofe and thin, they denotj
a man to have but little tefticles, and to be very de

firous of the enjoyment of women, but modeft in

his converfation ; butJie whofe noftrils are great and

wide, fo ufualiy wellnung and luftful, but withal of

an cnvioui, bold and treacherous difpofition, and-

thongh dull of underftanding yet confident enough.
A great arid wide mouth (hews the man to be

bold, warlike, fhamelefs, and ftout, a great liar, and
as great a ralker and carrier of news, aud alfo a great
eater, but as for his intellectuals they are very dull ,

the lips when thzy are very big and bk.!»b-ring^
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Ifhew a perfon to be credulous, foolifh, dull and ftu-

pid, and apt to be enticed to any thing.
When the teeth are fmall, and but weak in per

forming their office, and efpecialiy if they are fhort

and few, though they (hew the party to be ofa weak

conftitution, yet they denote him to be of an extra

ordinary underftanding, and not only fo, but alfo of
a meek difpofition, honeft, faithful and fecret in

whatever they are trufted with.

A tongue too fwift in fpeech (hews a man to be

very foolifh and vain. A ftammering tongue figni-
jies a weak uaderftinding, and of a wavering mind.
A very thick and rough tongue denotes a man to be

apprehenfive, full of compliments, yet treacherous
and prone to impiety.
A faint voice, attended with little breath, (hews a

perfon to be ofgood underftanding buttimerous.
A thick full chin, abounding with peace, honeft

and true to his truft. A picked chin (hews one to

be ofa lofty fpirit.
Young mens beards ufually begin to grow on their

chins at fifteen years of age, and fooner ; thefe hairs

proceed from the fuperfluity of heat, the fumes
whereof afcend to the chin and cheeks, like fmock

to the funnel of a chimney; there are few women

that have hair on their chins, and the reafon is, thofe
humours which caufe hair to grow on mens cheeks

are evacuated by women in their monthly courfes.
Great thick ears are certain figns of a foolifh per-

fcm, of a bad memory, and worfe underftanding;
but fmall and thin ears fhews a perfon to be of good
wit and underftanding, grave, fecret, thrifty,modeft,
of a good/nemory, and willing to oblige.
A face apt to fweat on every occafion, (hews the

perfon to be of a hot conftitution, vain and luxuri

ous, of a good ftomach, but ofa bad underftanding,
and worfe converfation. A lean face fhews a maq

H
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to be both bold in fpeech and aftton, but withal fooJ-
ilh and deceitful. A face every way of due propor

tion, denotes an ingenious perfon, one fit for any
thing, and much inclined to what is good.

General Obfervations worthy ofNote.

WHEN you find a red man to be faithful, a tail
man to be wife, a fat man to be iwift on foot,

a lean man to be a fool, a handfcme man to be proud,
a poor man not to be envious, a knave to be do liar,
an upright man not too bold and hearty to his own

lofs ; one that drawls when he fpeaks, not to be craf

ty and circumventing; one that winks on another

with his eyes, not to be falfe and deceitful; a failor

and a hangman to be pitiful, a poor man to build

churches^ a quack doctor to have a good confcience,
a bailiff not to be a mercilefs villain, an hoftefs not

to over-reckon you, and an uferer to be charitable:

Then fay you have found a prodigy, and men act

ing contrary to the common courfe of their nature.

FINIS.
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