











J;effs > §.2m1})

rev

THE

T AdeI T. ¥

OF THE

"UTERINE SUPPORTER,”

AS INVENTED BY

MRS. JAMES BETTS,

OF PHILADELPHIA,

IN THE CURE OF PROLAPSUS UTERI, &c. &o.

CoxTAINED IN varIous TESTIMONIALS OF EMINENT PROFESSORS
AND PRACTITIONERSy oF PuriLaperepuia, New Yorx,
VirGiNia, St. Lours, &c, aAND IN o LEcTURE

BY Wicriam Harris, M. D.,

oF PHILADELPHIA.

ALS0, A LETTER TO A DISTINGUISHED PHYSICIAN OF PHILADELPHIA.

FIFTH EDITION, WITH ADDITIONS.

PHILADELPHIA:
MRS. JAMES BETTS,

North East corner of Eleventh and Walnut streets.

1847.



Wr

MRS, JAMES BETTS’ UTERINE SUPPORTERS,

N. L. corner of Eleventh and Walnut Sts., Philadelphia,
ORIGINAL INVENTOR AND SOLE PROPRIETOR.

oo uTo Physicians, Ladies and Druggists.

: ]
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MRS. BETT’S most respectfully communicates the continued suc¢-
cess, and increasing demand for her Uterine Supporters ; they are now
very generally adopted by Physicians as the most successful medium of
relief for the distressing malady for which they were invented, of any
offered to the public.

The evil results attending the use of Pessaries, are obviated by the
application of her Supporter, and the patient is enabled, in a short pe-
riod, to resume her domestic concerns and duties; and the long confine-
ment to the Sick Chamber, with all its attendant distressing consequen-
ces, rendered unnecessary.

20,000 Ladies are now using them with the greatest ease, comfort
and advantage.

CAUTION.

Prease OsservE—That unprincipled counterfeiters are patting off various wretched
imitations of her invention, as the genuine Supporter of Mrs. Betts, and imposing on un-
wary purchasers a spurious article. It is also sometimes attempted to foist them off with
the uddition of the name of an eminent Professor of Philadelphia, the better 1o deceive
the Profession and the public. Be sure to see that her Signature and Residence are
attached to each Supporter. 4 i

Mrs, B. refers with pleasure to eminent Medical Professors of all the schools in Phi-
ladelphia,and to celebrated Professors and Physicians in other eities of the United States.

Mvrs. Betts offers the following.

‘I'he fine Supporter for Ladies, adapted to the various dimensions of Patient, $8 00

An entire new Supporter for SUMMER use, for Ladies requiring the use of a

very cool, light and transparent article; weight only from 2 oz. to 3 oz.,
and possessing al) the important requisites, - - - - - $7 00

A very strong and durable Supporter with all the latest improvements in its ar-

rangement, (for poor patients.) - =% 'y - - == T $5.00

The above ave suhject to a very liberal discount to sell again, when three or more

are taken,
Authorized Agemnts.
Philadelphia, G. W. Carpenter, & Co.|Columbia, S, C., Toland & Curtis.
6 E.& C. Yarnall & Co. Winnsboro, 8. C., Dr. J. N. Smith.

[ C. Ellis & Co. Mobile, Haviland, Blair & Co.

““ Frederick Brown, Natchez, McPheeters & Co.

. Cathbert & Wetherill. |Memphis, Tenn., J. C. Macintosh.

s Maris & Co. Nashville, Tenn., Dr. J. H. Ewen.

“ C. Schaffer. MiltonsiN: G Dr.J. R. Callom,

‘n T. W. Dyott & Sons, |Alexandria, Va., W. Stabler & Brother
« F. Klett & Co. Charlestown Va., Dr. Straith,

New York, Haviland, Keese & Co, |Albany, N. Y., F. Phelps.
¢ J. Milhau, 183 Broadway. Ripley, Miss., Dr. J. B. Eilis,

Baltimore, Mackenzie & Co. Galena, Ill., Dr. Johnson,
N.Orleans, G. N. Morison, Magazin st. Washington, D. C., McClay & Cle-
St. Loais, McCloud & Wheaton. ments.

Pittsburgh, Dr. Thorn, Market st. Boston, Masz., William Brown.

Cincinnati, J. & C. Reakirt, Springfield, Mass., Dr. Wm. W, Bliss,
Lexington, Ky., Dr. J.S.Wilson & Co./Troy, N. Y., G. W. Bull, River st.
(‘harlesmn,s.C.,Urs.l’.‘t\'l.Cohen&Co.}Havre de Grace, Md., A. W, Davis.
E. Fenderich, Pittsburg, : J.A. Perry, Druggist, Manchester,N H.
Dr. Wi, S. Meiére, Salmonaville, Ga.lJ. V. McKinney, Fayeteville, Tenn.
To procure a Supporter.

Take the measure round the body at the top of the hip bones, and

s2nd the number of inches, and it can be forwarded by mail or rail road.
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Caution to Purchasers of the Ulerine Supporter.

_ Mrs. Betts respectfully cautions medical gentlemen and ladies againstimpo-=
sition by the substitution of various counterfeits; they can be detected imme-
diately by observing that the genuine uterine sapporter has her name in her
own hand writing, affixed to each in a circle of letter press. Counterfeits are
offered in various parts of the United States—and ladies are peculiarly liable
to imposition. Very frequently ladies call and show her the paltry and delete-
rious substitute which they have purchased for her supporter.  Those reputahle
establishments whose names are contained in her publications can be depended
on, and Mrs. B. respectfully suggests that her friends should obtain the sup-
porter through either of those mediums, or direct from her establishment,
Eleventh and Walnut Sts., Philadelphia, Penn.

A variety of persons, male and female, are making up a wretched imitation ;
they are destitute of all the most essential requirements of an uterine suppor-
ter, and are doing auimmense injury to females—such persons being altogether
destitute of the necessary anatomical knowledge of the human body.

Many of those sapient individuals, have made the uterine support to take
place just below the waist—and have suspended it by straps over the should-
ers. [ have found many ladies wearing them hind part before, and it is a very
common occurrence to find it apside down.

It is to be regretted that ladies do not see their own true interests; and by
getting an instrument that will either cure or effectually relieve, and the cost
of which will be but a small eharge over the price of the counterfeit, will be
the cheapest policy in the end.

A corset maker at the upper part of Broadway, N. Y., has made a poor
attempt at counterfeiting my uterine supporter; it isimperfect, and wretchediy
put up. She offers it *“as the best thing out.” It is certainly one of the
worst I ever met with : six dollars!!! is wanted for it—it is not worth six
cents! A man is travelling through the West offering a counterfeit of my
supporter, to which he appends the name of a valued Professor of Philadelphia.
Many persons have suffered by his imposition; his name and description will
shortly be published through the United Stale.s as a caution. 1f tl_:ose impos-
tors would bring out a supporter of their own invention, I wonld with pleasure
welcome them to a fair and honorable competition, but while they mutilate,
imitate, cut up, and destroy my inventions, and put them off on the public as
mine and sometimes as those of an eminent Professor, cornmon justice to
rﬁyself, ladies and physicians, call for an exposure of their u_nprincipied con-
duct. 1f they understand what they are about, let them invent something
D 2L

{75~ Please to take the measure at the top of the hip bone, round the body,
and send the number of inches,

TO LADIES SUFFERING.

The Supporter was originally invented by myself when layins on a bed of
affliction, from a similar comnplaint to that which itis so sueeessful in curing,
Having had a great number of patients sent by Medical gentlemen to be pro-
vided with the ¢ Supporters,”” opportunities of forming inferences and conclu-
sions from a vast variety of cases, have presented themselves, from all parts
of the United States, in addition to many who have been recommended by
rivate friends. ; i ¢ ;
. I have heard from many hundred ladies, an accoant of their sufferings, inclu-
ding cause, stages, treatment, &¢.—their various menta]z as well as bodily
afflictions, arising not only from the organic displacement itself, but yet more
¥ 4 6o, P . &
“from the placing, replacing, removing, &c., the varicus pessaries ordered from
time to time, prior to my Supporter having been obtained. Itis indeed to be
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deeply regretted that the pessary is yet tenaciously persevered with, in spite of
its repeated and continued failure.

It is with much sorrow 1 have witnessed the great amount of misery among
the fairest portion of created beings, from the extensive prevalence of this
weakness, which is much beyond any calculation I had ever formed, previous
10 my knowledge of the fact, and it is a cause of much heart-felt pleasure to
me, independent of all other considerations, that an apparatus _has at length
been discovered, which so fully meets the objectin view, viz.: 1t3 removal or
great mitigation. g i

Candour eompels me to announce as my conclusion, resulting from the
above named extensive experience, that, to the ill-judged (however well meant)
use of the Pessary may be ascribed the diseased state of the uteras, as well as
leucorrheea, irritation, &e. Independent of the pain, inconvenience, &c., atten-
ding the wearing of the Pessary, there is a feeling extremely hostile in a delicate
female mind, to the introduction by a medical attendant, of that invention,
which difficulty is entirely obviated by wearing the Supporter.

The friends of the Pessary have never yet discovered any form or modifica-
tion of it that has proved satisfactory, either to the patient or even to them-
selves, else why the continual change of shape and material ? and I always
found that cases were attended with much more difficulty where the Pessary
had been introduced than otherwise, E

Can any thing be gaired by wearing of the Pessary, which cannot be ac-
complished by the Supporter—supposing feelings of female delicacy can be
overcome ! My experience prompts me, conscientiously, to reply in the
negative,

But if asked, whether any thing can be gained by wearing the Supporter,
which could not equally be obtained by the Pessary? My answer is emphat-
ically, much—and 1 will point proudly to the hundreds of grateful females who
are continually calling on me, with the most ardent expressions of acknow-
ledgment, after enduring the greatest mental and bodily prostration and an-
guish from the opposite treatinent ; many once single young ladies, now happy
mothers, many married ladies, with increased families.

Positive danger altends the wearing of Pessaries.—This was my conviction
from long experience, the result of careful observation. It has been fearfully
demonstrated to me in many cases, that have come under my notice in nearly
ten thousand instances, which I have personally seen. I would wish to be
understood, as not ouly confirming the facts as mentioned by Doctors Blundell,
Moreau, Professor Jackson,and Dr. Harris, in every particular, but also to men-
tion important and lamentable facts in addition thereto, viz. :—those of nervous
debility—brought on hy the nature of the treatment pursued ; the suffering of
the patient—and almost hopelessness of a final restoration to health. My own
experience in this matter, will, no doubt, be confirmed by many Medical gen-
tlemen in Philadelphia, &c.

The symptoms of Prolapsus Uleri, are also fully explained by extracts from
Professor Samuel Jackson’s and Dr. Wm. Harris’ Clinical Lectures delivered
in Philadelphia.

This complaint I have frequently found has been the medium of extraordi-
nary treatment to young and interesting, as well as ladi2s in a more advanced
period of life, single, as well as married. Omitting what is in my opinion
unfit to appear in print—I will merely mention the using of Caustic every day
for alleged ulceration—the confinement to bed for long periods, even mouths'
and finally the use of the Pessary. Then the announcement of a perfect cure,
But this cure amounted to this, that the sufferer was really worse than ever:
and was finally obliged to have recourse to Medical gentlemen of consciencé
and of principle; who, by the application of my invention, have restored tﬁe
patient (so far as a shattered and dil.)ilitated constitution was susceptible of
restoration) to comfert, Many Ladies have had their sufferings prolonged by
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this and other modes of treatment, for years—some seven years, some even ten
years, and many, very many are yet suffering, who could be soon relieved by
the Supporier,

Ladies very frequently eall on me, and inform me of their long suffering,
and of their prostrated gereral health. They say ¢« Our Medical advisers do
not understand our weakness, or the cause of our eufferings.” I correet them
—I say, ¢“ Madam, they understand your malady, but you have unfortunately
ivlappened to fall under the care of a Physician who has his prejudices enlisted
in favor of the old method of treating this complaint, viz.—by the Pessary,
and it is therefore ot surprising that you should have that opinion, as you
judge from your own feelings and from what you have anhappily seffered.”

Many {.adies of Philadelphia call em me, after paging wisits to distant
places, viz.: Washington, Virginia, Baliimore, New York, Pittsbargh, Sara-
toga, Boston, &c. &c. and say, “ I am surprised at having been reecomtwended
yout Supporter by Ladies and Medical gentlemen when at a distance from
fiome! 1{ have been suffering for years in Philadelphia, and could never obtain
any relief—why did not my Physician advise it 7’ Thus the Physician loses
the eonfidence of the family.

in sueh eases I have mosily spoken in extenuation of the Medical attendant,
and have endeavoured to account for its not having been ordered in various
ways. Sometimes [ have even advised Ladies to mention the Sapporter to
the Physician, and call again on me. The result has been that I have fre-
quently never seen the Lady again; and she continues a sufferer even to the
present time. Sometimes 1 have to-€omplain of a want of candour. Ladies
have been fitted by me, andthe ehange for the better has been almost imme-
diate ; the substitution of my Supporter for the Pessary, making an astonishing
improvement in the general health, and being visable to every one; bat yet
they do not acknowledge the source, not even to the Physician, and he is kept
ia error, and is encouraged to proceed in his old mode of treatment, to the
manifest irjury of those under him.

A Ledy ezlled en me wery recently, to introduce a friend : —she said, “ I
have found your Supporter of the greatest advantage to me. I have now worn
it upwards of two years, and have two fine living healthy children. 1 was
never before able to go my time, and had had nine abortions, and began to dis-
p2ir of ever recovering my strength.”

Some few Medical Practitioners, place particular stress on the ulcerated
state of the Uterus, but I appeal to the experience and judgment of the Faculty
in general in this instance, with full confidence. My position is, that ulcera-
tion of the Uterus is of rare occurrence; in my own experience, I rarely meet
with it. I have seeu at least fifty ladies who have been under the care of a
gentleman of large practice, and they all have said, ¢ we have been treated for
tlceration of the womb ; for polypus of the womb ;—we have had lunar eaus-
tic applied almost daily—and what we have gone through, we shudder to
repeat, and row our cases have become aggravated by long eonfinement and
general debility.” Ladies may rest assured that the ulcerated etate of the
womb is not prevalent; it exists only, as onz to two hundred, or thereabouts,
The majority of cases which I meet with, are those of simple dl‘splacemem,
caused by relaxation of the system and, by the pressure of the viscera on the
womb—my Supporter will benefit all such cases. ; i 2

Counterfeits of my Uterine Supporter, are offered by a notorious firm in this
city, and much injury has been done by them ; two cases this week, one lady
of Baltimore, who had her sufferings aggravated by its application—and finally
called on me personally, when 1 discovered the}mposnuon. Men w‘ho have
not ability sufficient to procure an honest subsistence, by their own industry,
but must pirate upon the discoveries of others, should be.treateq with universal
indignation. Besides, life itself is e_ndangered by thelr_spunous imitations,
and the trifling saving is a mere deceit, and who in their senses would pur-

-
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chase a counterfeit? Please observe, my Supporters are all marked with my
own hard writing—all others are impositions. : 2

Prolzpsus uteri, is often oceasioned by the fashionable system of tight lacing,
and the wearing of the French eorsets, with a vicw to procure an unnn(nr'a'”};
small and tapering waist. 1 cannot too seriously cauntion young and marriec
ladies against this fashionable folly, [t is too often also n(-f'nsmned by using
the erect posture too soon after an accouchement, and various other causes,
without due regard to future health ; 1 think no Jady should legve her room in
less than a month, which is the time poor wemen are allowed ineven the poor
houses in Great Britian.

The method of taking the dimensions, is to measare the I_ady roum.? the body
on the top or little below the hip bone, and the number of inches will be the
correct size.

My carnest advice is to consult an eminent physician on the first appearance
of this weakness.

My Supporter could never have attained its present position of usefulness
and popularity, but for the kind and disinterested patronage (in the ﬁfst in-
stance) of Professor SamueL Jackson, cf the University of Pennsylvania, and
subsequently by many eminent professional gentlemen, whose disinterested
patronage I am equally proud to acknoweldge.

It is a pleasing task to me to take a retrospective view of the progress of
my Uterine Supporter, fio.n its beginning to the present time. It had the
combined force of prejudices, and, [ may say, of the passions of some persons
arrayed against it; but now, after a few years of peaceful slrngg}lng—aher
pursuing the even tenor of its way, disregarding minor opposition, it has been
enabled to take the very first rank amongst the instruments of its class, and
can be proudly pointed to as the very best of all. T mean by this that it is
more successful than any other in use ; and that it is adapted to an infinitely
greater number of cases than any other.

Thus eminent Professors of the schools, in this city, have had the pleasure
of seeing this instrument, fostered as it was almost exclasively by one or two
of that enlightened body, (in its early day,) now connected with professional
practice, from one extremity of the Uuited States to the other; certainly from
Maine to Louisiana, and from Pennsylvania to the Far West, to which may be
added Canada.

As to those who would sell a counterfeit of my invention, thus adding to
the sofferings of ladies for the sole object of money making, they are entirely
too low for notice, Ladies and Medical Gentlemen, of course, would not soil
their hands with any thing so base, but, for the sake of those who are tiable
to imposition, I would merely repeat my caution, to observe that each genuine
instrument has my name and residence, (to counterfeit which is felony) and
those not having it may be recognized as spurious. ;

At this momentin Philadelphia, its native city, its popularity is very great,
and its celebrity is commensurate with its success. 1t has had more extensive
notice from the very eminent Medical Professors and Lecturers in the differens
Medical Colleges, than at any preceding period, in their lectures delivered
before most numerous classes of enlightened young men from all parts of the
United States of America.

A medical practitioner asked me a short time since, whether I did not thinl
it high time the profession had adopted a better method of treating this weak-
ness, than by the old method. 1 replied, certainly, sir; after havine used the
wretched invention of Hipocrates for about TWO THOUSAND \?EARS i
think the time has certainly arrived, when the march of intellect ouoht to ;,P
tried 'i?'favor of a better medium of relief, for ladies suffering from thbis weak:
ness!!!

I am, with much respect, SAR
N. E. corner of Eleventh and Walnut Streets. ighiasions
Pliladelphia, March 4(h, 1846,
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2xtract from Dr. Wi, Hurris' Clinical Leclure upon Prolapsus Uleri

« Symploms of Prolapsus.—W hen in the erect position, the patient com-
plains of an aching in the back, or a dragging sensation about the loins; a
sense of weight about the lower partof the vagina, as if something were falling
through—irritation of the bladder, and a frequent desire to make water; a
bearing-down sensation; pains in the hips and thighs, and often a fulness and
sense of weight about the anus, and if much standing or long walks aggravate
all these symptoms, and a few hours in the recumbent postare eitherel:i(igate

or cause them to subside, she has good reason to suspect she is afilicted with
Prolapsus Uteri.””

ON THE BAD EFFECTS AND DANGERS OF PESSARIES.
Ezxiract from page 13, 0of a Work on Obstetric Medicine, by James Brunpewr,
M. D.—lale Professor of Obstetric Medicine, at Guy’s Hospital, London.

«The following, (says Dr. Blundell,).are some of the most important, viz:
obstruection of the bladder; obstraction of the rectum ; bruises ; inflammation;
uleeration 3 thickenings ; insomuch that the very walking of the patient becomes
painful to her. Sometimes the rectum has been laid open by ulceration into
the Pagina. 1 oncesaw a case in which a very large Pessary had been intro-
duced, and the rectum opened in consequence ; the woman died—(I had al-
most said happily) and thus became relieved of her misery.”

An Extract from Dr. WM. Harwis® Clinical Lec ure published in the 2d Vol. of

the Medical Examiner, page 326, Philadelphia.

«The Pessary produces irritation of the vagina and leucorrhad ; irritation of
the mouth and neck of the womb, and sometimes causes a schirrous or can-
cerous condition of that organ, It also affects the rectum, producing constipa-
tion, stricture or hzzmorrhoids.

Exlract from 295th page of the « Traile Practique des Accouchemens,” by Dr.
Moreav, Professor of Midwifery and of the Discases of Women and Children,
at the Facully of Medicine at Paris, and accoucheur to her Royal Highness,
the Duchess of Orleans. . .

« The learned professor here relates a case of recto vaginal fistala; i. e. an
opening between the vagina and rectan, caused by wearing a Pessary ; in this
case the fzces passed out of the vagina. Another case, In which the Pessary
produced ulceration, fungous excrescences, and hazmorrhage. A.nother case,
in which the Pessary had caused, by aleeration, an opening both into the blad-
der and the rectum. A fourth case, in which the Pessary had, by ulceration
worked its way into the rectum.” ;

Dr. Moreau has abandoned the use of the Pessary and introduced the Sup-
porter into his Hospital and private practice.

Pl ISR T Y

« A large number of cases of either simple inﬂammation of the Cervix, or
engorgement of the uterus, which result in ulceration, or hyPenrophy, arise
from neclect, and too often from the irritation produced by the improper use of
Pessaries and other means for the care of simple prolapse, proceeding from re-
laxation of the Uterine supports.”’—Review of Bennelt's * T'realies on Inflam-
mation §c. of the Uterus.” Page 101 Medical Examiner, Philadelphic 1847.
Extracts from the Medical Examiner, Editorial, of February 24th, 1844, By

Professor Huston, of’ Jefferson Medzca'l College. )

A subecriber hias sent us for insertion in the Examiner, a translation of some
remarks on the evils resulting from the use of pessaries contained in the work
on midwifery, by Prof. Moreau. We have not space for the paper at presi’.r}t
—nor do we deem its publication necessary ; inasrauch, as the.substarll;;:e (i' it
may be found in Churchill and several other modern authors in the English
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language ;—and besides, it is not denied by any respectable physician of ﬂlr’f
present day, that much mischief may, and occasionally does result from the use
of that instrument. The question, however, is not whether. the umproper use
of the instrament may be productive of injury, but whether it may not be dis-
pensed with altogether, at least in a majority of the cases in which it is em-
ployed by respectable practitioners. Nearly twenty years have elapsed since
we have adopted the affirmative side of this question, and time and observation
have only strengthened our conviction, that the cases to which it is properly
adapled are EXCEEDINGLY RARE. ;

« Except when the prolapse of the uterus is so great that the organ falls
without the sphincter vagina, or, where there is recto, or vesico-vaginal hernia,
we can hardly conceive of a condition of the parts requiring the use of this
mechanical means—a means most offensive to the moral feelings of the female,
and at variance with cleanliness and personal eomfort.”

"The following are the objections to the use of the pessary by Dr. Hamilton,
long the distinguished Professor of Midwifery, in the University of Edinburg ;
they are sufficiently intelligible without note or comment.

Firstly.—They can only act as palliatives, whatever may be the degree of
the disease.

Secondly.—They necessarily keep up a continual irritation in the passage,
and of course excite a mucous discharge in the vagina, g

Thirdly.—Unless properly adapted they make injurious pressure on the con-
tents of the pelvis.

Fourthly.—If not frequently taken out and eleaned, they become encrusted
with a calcareous manner, which proves highly irritating. §

fFiﬂh]y.—.They subject the patient to the charge of a medical attendant for
el

And lastly.—Cases from time to time occur, where from the laceration of the
perineum, &c., no ordinary pessary can be retained !

Ixtracts from Prof. Moreaw’s work on Midwifery, page 294— Freach Edition.

“Yet spite of all precautions it sometimes happens, that the pessary contracts
a disagreeable odour, that it is covered with incrustations, composed of con-
densed mucous, and of a peculiar kind of ealeareous deposit.

*“ Rousset has reported the case of a female, whom he considered affected
with inflammation of the bladder, or of the womb, who was cured bv the ex-
pulsion of some pieces of putrified cork, the remains of a pessary which had
been worn 18 years!! !

«In 1810 a female came to the Hotel Dieu at Paris to solicit medical assist-
ance. She had received injury from wearing a pessary of box-wood, or cup
and ball pessary, which she had worn fifteen years, and from which ll;e stem
had been long separated. She had suffered severe painsin the hypogastric
region. Dupuytren having made an examination, found the portion of the pes-=
sary remaining in the vagina, had worn and perforated the recto-vacinal parti-
tions in such a palpable manner, that a portion of its eircle could be clzaﬂ
seen in the rectum, and another part had penetrated the bladder, [t beino im):
possible to withdraw this foreign substance in its entire state from either of the
three organs into which it had introduced itself, he had recourse to a pair of
nippers (expressly made for the purpose,) which he introduced—thys ‘t)akinri
hold of the socket of the pessary and broke it all abroad, removine the frac
ments, some by the anus and some by the vagina,” = .

Moreau also mentions a case in the practice of Janin, of a female, who | d
worn the pessary (Bilboguet) of ivory. She neglected it, : w
afterwards he was again consulted and found her entirely prostrated, by th
difficulty and pain she suffered in urinating or passing the other eva(;u ){ e.
of nature. On examination, he found in the rectum, more than half the l?e:lm:);

and thirteen years,
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the pessary; it had penetrated there after having destroyed a portion of the
rech-vaginal partitions.

The ulcerations were enlarged and forced open, so as to permit the pessary
to pass 'fron} the vagina. During theabove time, the excrement had passed by
the vagina in large quantities, but afterwards they appeared to take their natu-
;?L;'(::urse. It is spoken of as having been a most painful, difficult and distres-

g case,

A cuse in which a gluss Pessary broke within the body, while worn by a lady:
Recorded by Dr. W., in the Boston Med. and Surg. Journal.

‘January 14th, 1846. Iwas called early this morning to visit Miss R. E. The
patient is a maiden Jady of about forty, and has been troubled for several years
'\vnh prolapsas uteri, and for a long time has been obliged to wear a pessary.
Those used have generally been of the gumelastic kind, whichafter being worn
for two or three months, it was necessary to remove to cleanse, as the secre-
tions, which gather about them, become too irritating tobear. On this account,
after attending to the removal and introduction of the instrument several times,
1 recommended the use of the glass pessary as less irritating, less liable to col-
lect the secretions, and more durable.

On enquiry, I found that the pessary had broken, that while standing at the
window, doing nothing ; sheheard a noise, and that eny effort since had caused
pain. On examination] found it broken indeed, into a great number of pieces;
parts of the periphery were én situ, and all the parts were at the upper part o
the vagina. 1 found 1 had an unenviable task before me—the extraction of these
sharp angular and pointed pieces of glass from the vagina. Ihad some doubt
as to the feasibility of the operation, and some apprehension for the result.
After two hours and a half of most diligent and most careful manipulations, T
succeeded in extracting every vestige of the glass. The number of pieces
extracted was fifty, of all shapes and angles.

The inference from the above is very plain, that there is danger attending the
use of glass pessaries. In futurein my own practice I think I shall notemploy
them, so long asothers can be obtained. W.”?

Note to the alove by Mrs. Belts.

There are also other inferences which cannot be less appropriately drawn,
viz: Whether the whole class of instraments called Pessaries, are notinjurious
and dangerous, and therefore improper to be employed in cases of Uterine dis-
placements. It is not denied that gum elastic pessaries cause much irritation
from the secretions and incrustations, which accumulate around them, and if
not frequently removed, and replaced, a corroding of the partitions between the
vagina and rectum will certainly take place; causing all the dreadful effects
noticed by Moreau, Blundel, Dr. Wm, Harris, Philadelphia; Dr. Churehill,
Dr. Hamilton of Edinboro; Prof. Huston, Philadelphia, &e. &c. The same
may be said of other pessaries, constructed of box-wood, ivory, cork, or even
of the precions metals. There is in fact no security in any one of the above,
unless continually subject to the annoyance and indelicacy of frequent removal
of the pessary, and its replacement; and ladigs are apt to.neglec.t attention to
this important matter because of the .inconvemer')ce attending doing so. My
Supporters have been before the Medical profession about twelve years, and [
only regret that Dr. W., and many other Physicians who continue to use the
pessaries, had not used my apparatus in cases similar to that here reported,
where its good effects would have been immmediately apparent, and the feelings
of ladies and physicians been spared the trials attending them. 1t would have
been decidedly better for all parties. The worst cases I ever met with are
those which have been previously treated by pessaries, and the longer subjected
to that treatment the worse the patients become ; the mind as well as the body,
becomes diseased ; and this from the long and anxious state of suspense and
seclusion to which ladies are subject under that treatment, The loss that fami-
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lies suffer while the mother is kept for months ina recumbent. position, (',Yannot
he appreciated unless by families who have suffered that deprivation. Young
ladies too, deprived of exercise and its invigorating effects become listless,
apathetic, aud finally consumptive. I am fully satisfied that if ladies were
properly supported, by a lifting up and supporting of the abdominal viscera,
in delicate and relaxed constitutions, that consumption might be stayed, and in
many cases, (say thousands) prevented altogether. 8. B. April 1847.

PART 11

Testimomnials.
From Samuel Jackson, M. D., Professor of the Institute of Medicine, in the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania.

“Some years past, Mrs. Betts, at my suggestion, made an instroment for
giving support to the abdomen and perineum, which T have continued to em-
ploy from that time, in my practice, with most decided advantage.

It frequently happens that the tone of the abdominal muscles is lost and they
hecome relaxed. The large and weighty packet of the intestines, losing, in
consequence, their support, gravitate on \he pelvie viscera, pressing on the
uterus, and sometimes deranging its position; the liver and other viscera fol-
low the intestines, sink downwards, and drag.on their ligaments. Lesions will
result from this condition; there is a most exhausting sense of emptiness and
dragging felt in the superior position of the abdomen, and a feeling of weight
and pressure in the lower, attended with pain in the back. The patient can-
not stand erect, exercise or wallk, without inconvenience or suffering, There
is often disability for any kind of exertion.

Artificial support of the abdomen remedies more or less effectually this train
of disorders and rarely fails to abate the most uncomfortable of the symptoms.

The apparatus of Mrs. Betts is well adapted to accomplish this purpose. I
have been enabled to give prompt relief, in many distressing cases, by its ap-
plication. 1 have no hesitation in recommending it to the Medical Profession,
as an effectual means, in the class of cases to which it is applicable.”

Philadelphia, Dec., 13, 1842.

From T. D. Mitter, M. D., Professor in Jefferson Medical College.
¢ Dear Madam—TIt affords me much pleasure to state that I have repeatedly
employed your Supporter in prolapsus uteri, and with the mostdecided benefit.
I have no question of its value, as a remedy for the complaint, for the relief of
which it has been inveuted.” Philadelphia, Dec. 11, 1842.

From Wm. Harris, M. D., Lecturer on Obstelyics, &c., Philadelphia.

“Radical cures have been made #repeatedly, afier every other means have
failed to afford relief.

Ladies affected with procidentia uteri, who were unable to leave their cham-
bers without great suffering. found sach immediate relief from the application
?f the Supporter, that in a few days they were able to pay morning visits on
oot.

One of the worst cases 1 have ever seen, was completely cured ina little
more than a year, and some less formidable have been relieved in from three
to six months. 1 recommend this instrument cordially to the medical profes-
sion, believing it to be one of the greatestimprovements of modern times,”

Philadelphia, Feb. 24, 1843.

From Samuel McClelland, M. D., Frof. of Midwifery and diseases of women and

children in Pennsylvania Medical College.

41 found l\1r§. Betts’ Supporter the very best instrament of the kind, 1 have
ever yet met with, in the whole of my professional experience,
1 have recommended it, and will continue to do so, as the most successful
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of its c]’?ss, in cases of uterine displacements, Make reference to me as to its
merits. Philadelphia, May 5.

Frem Dr. R. W. Royster, Powhattan Co., Va.

«The suceess which T have met with during the last twelve months, in the
the treatment cf the most aggravated cases of prolapsus uateri, with Mrs. Betts’
uterine Supporter, indnces me to give preference to it, over all instruments that
have been snggested, for the treatment of that most distressing malady.”

«P. S, 1do alsoassure you I have had under treatment during the past
twelve months, sote of the most aggravated cases, that bade defiance to all
the different modes of practice; the use of the different shaped pessaries,
which have contributed not a little to render the cases more complicated, by
producing irritation of the vagina, os tincz, and the consequences of pressure
on the rectam.” Feb. 6, 1843.

\ Clinique at the College of Phys. and Surgs., New York, April 22, 1842.

« Professor Gilman made some judicious remarks on the treatment of pro-
lapsus uteri, Hecondemued, in toto, the use of the pessary, and recommended
the Supporter introduced by Mrs. Betts. April 22, 1842.

Buallimore, April 11, 1844,

1 have carefully examined the application of the ‘¢ uterine supporter’ inven-
ted by Mrs. Betts, and find in it every thing fo praise and nothing to blame.
"Ten fadies of this city, who have made use of it at my saggestion, have found
it quite comfortable and superior to those wade in Paris, or in this country ;
and it is with pleasure, that I approve of its application in all cases of uterine
prolapsus. P. CuaTtarp, sr., M. D.

Letter from Professor Sumuel Juckson of the University of [Pa.

«The abdominal and the perineal Supporters made by DMrs. Betts of this
city, I can recommend to the medical profession, and to others, afier several
years experience of their use.

"These instruments are adapted to remedy the inconvenience depending on a
sinking down of the uterus, and its compression, from the incumbent weight
of the abdominal viscera pressing into the pelvis from a relaxation of the ab-
dominal muscles. la this state of the organ, exercise is attended with so much
pain and other sufferings as to be difficalt or impossible.

Mrs. Betts is a lady of intelligence, education, probity, and excellent man-
ners. The greatest confidence can be placed in her.

SAMUEL JACKSON, M. D.
Professor of the Institute of Medicine in the University of Pa.

Philadelphia, Feb. 26, 1842.

From Drs. Carmichael and Miils, Richmond, Va. To Mrs. Belts.

All accounts which we have received concerning your Supporters, have
been most favorable, and in our own practice they have been very successful,

Richmond, Va., August 6th, 1844.

To Professor Parker, New York, from Professor T. D. Mytier, of the Jefferson
Medical College, Philadelphia.

« Mrs. Betts has for some years past been entirely employed in the manu-
factare of an instrument for prolapsus uteri, which, in my own practice, and
that of many of my friends, has been of immense service to the subjects of that
severe disease.”

From the New York Lancet, April 16, p. 249.

« We have recently had an opportunity of examining the uterine supporter
introduced a few years ago by Mrs. Betts, of Philadelphia, and we can very
cordially add our favorable opinion of its merits, to the almost nnanimous ex-
pression of approbation which theinvention has received, from our professional
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brethren, in the city of brotherly love, where it has been heretofore more ex-
tensively introdu-ed into practice than in this place. .\'Ve. haye no hesitation
in saying, that in a great many cases of prolapsus uteri, this simple apparatus
will be found infinitely preferable to the pessary, agmnst.the use of which,
there is, in the minds of most females, a strong, and ofl.en .lnsurmountah'le pre-
judice, and which is at best, in our opinion, a very m.dlﬁ'ergnt contrivance.
Mrs. Beus’ apparatus is peifectly simple, can be applied without the Jeast
difficulty, occasions no inconvenience, and certainly effects, to a very great
extent, the important purposes of its invention. Mrs. Betts intends making
periodical visits to this city, for the purpose of disposing of, and applying her
Supporters, and we have great pleasure in recommending our brethren here to
avail themselves of her invaluable assistance, in the treatment of a numerous
and most interesting class of sufferers.”

From a New York paper.
Mpgs. BETTS’ ABDOMINAL SUPPORTER. :

Mrs. Betts, of Philadelphia, the celebrated inventress of the Abdominal
Supporters, has arrived in this city, and may be seen at the Astor House.

Her invention has received the unanimous approbation of the most distin-
guished members of the Faculty, and is rapidly acquiring the most extensive
reputation amongst the interesting class of sufferers, for the prorhotion of whose
comfort it is intended. ;

Professors Delafield, Francis, Stevens, Rogers, Parker, Gilman, the edl‘tor
of the Lancet, and ail our most eminent Physicians unite in recommending
Mrs, Betts’ invention to public approbation. Of coarse it must succeed.

Certificates from St. Lowis, Missowri.
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