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ADVERTISEMENT.

TO
give a brief detail of the hiflory of the

Fair Sex—to infpire them with a fenfe

of their value and importance— to excite

them to laudable purfuits—to teach them

that

" Virtue alone is happinefs below ;'*

that an amiable conduct can only fecure love
and efteem—and to furnifh them with inno

cent amufement—is the defign of this little
work.

The following authors have been confulted
for materials : Do&ors Robertfon, Alex

ander, Hawkefworth, Goldfmith, Gregory,
Fordyce, and Schomberg ; Profeflbrs Fergu-
fon and Miller ; Fcnelon, Montaigne, Tho

mas, Grofley, Knox, and liayley ; Lady

Pennington, Mrs. Kinderfley, and others.
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HISTORICAL SKETCHES

OF THE

FAIR SEX.

CHAP. I,

OF THE FIRST WOMAN, AND HER ANTEDILUVIAN

DESCENDANTS.

TH
E great Creator, having formed man of the

duft of the earth,
"

made a deep Sleep to fall
"

upon him, and took one of his ribs, and clofed up
" the fleSh inftead thereof. And the rib, which the
" Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman,
" and brought her unto the man." Hence the fair

fex, in the opinion of fome authors, being formed of
matter doubly refined, derive their fuperior beauty
and excellence.

Not long after the creation, the firft woman was

tempted by the ferpent to eat of-the fruit of a certain
tree, in the midft of the garden of Eden, with regard
to which God had faid,

" Ye Shall not eat of it, nei-
"
ther Shall ye touch it, left ye die."
This deception, and the fatal confequences arifing

from it, furniSh the moil interefting ftory in the whole

hiftory of the fex.
B It
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It is related, that Eve, not being able, for fome

time, to make her hufband partake of the forbidden

fruit, at Iaft broke down a branch from the tree of

knowledge, and, making it into a cudgel, by that pow
erful argument, foon prevailed on him to tafte it.

Mofes does not affign any reafon why the offering
of Cain was rejected, and that of Abel accepted. An
oriental tradition, however, fupplies this defect, and

informs us, that, as Cain and Abel had each of them
a twin-fifter, Adam propofed that Cain Should marry
the twin-fifter of Abel, and Abel the twin-fifter of

Cain ; becaufe he thought it was proper they Should

marry thofe that were feemingly the leaft related to

them. Cain's twin-fifter being handfomer than the

other, he would not agree to the propofal. Adam,
difpleafed at his difobedience, determined to fuhmit
the matter to the decifion of the Supreme Being; and,
accordingly, ordered his fons to bring each an offering
before the Lord. On the offerings being brought, and
that of Abel accepted, Cain's jealoufy and refentment

tofe to fuch a pitch, that, as foon as they came down

from the mount where they had been facrificing, he

fell upon hio brother and flew him. And thus a wo

man was the caufe, not only of the firft quarrel, but

of the firft introduction of death.

For this cruel and barbarous action, Cain and his

pofterity, being baniShed from the reft of the human

race, indulged themfelves in every Species of wicked-
nefs. On this account, it is fuppofed, they were call

ed the Sons and Daughters of Men. The pofterity of

Seth, on the other hand, became eminent for virtuo,
and a regard to the divine precepts. By their regular
and amiable conduct, they acquired the appellation of
Sons and Daughters of God.
After the deluge there is a chafm in the hiftory of

women, until the time of the patriarch Abraham. They
then begin to be introduced into the facred ftory. Se

veral

<•
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verd of their actions are recorded. The laws, cuftoms,

and ufages, by which they were governed, are fre

quently exhibited.

x-cocoooooooccc<x

CHAP. II.

OF WOMEN IN THE PATRIARCHAL AGES.

Til
E condition of women, among the ancient pa

triarchs, appears to have been but extremely in

different. When Abraham entertained the angels, fei.t

to denounce the deftruction of Sodom, he feemsto have

treated his wife as a menial fervant :
" Make ready

"

quickly," faid he to her,
" three meafures of fine

"
meal, knead it, and make cakes on the hearth."

In the whole early hiftory of the people of Ifrael,

there is hardly one inftance of a woman having been

treated with indulgence, or of a captive having expe

rienced humanity.
In many parts of the Eaft, water is only to be met

with deep in the earth, and to draw it from the

wells is, confequently, fatiguing and laborior-s. This,

however, was the taflc of the daughters of Jethro the

Midianite ; to whom fo little regard was paid, either

on account of their fex, or the rank of their father, as

high-prieft of the country, that the neighbouring Shep
herds not only infulted them, but forcibly took from

them the water they had drawn.

This was the talk of Rebecca, who not only drew

water for Abraham's fervant, but for his camels alfo,

while the fervant flood an idle fpectator of the toil. Is

it not natural to imagine, that, as he was on an embafly
lo court the damfel for Ifaac, his mailer's fon, he

would
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would have exerted his utmoft efforts to pleafe, and
become acceptable ?

When he had concluded his bargain, and was carrying
her home, we meet with a circumftance worthy of re

main. When She firft approached Ifaac, who had

walked out into the fields to meet her, She did it in

the moft fubmiflive manner, as if She had been ap

proaching a lord and mafter, rather than a fond and paf-
ficnate lover. From this circumftance, as well as from

feveral others, related in the facred hiftory, it would

feem that women, inftcad of endeavouring, as in mo

dern times, to perfuade the world that they confer an

iinmenfe favour on a lover, by deigning to accept of

bin:, did not fcruple to confefs, that the obligation
was conferred on thtr.ifelves.

This was the cafe with Ruth, who had laid her

down at the feet of Boaz ; and being aSked by him

who She was, anfwered,
" I am Ruth, thine hand-

" maid ; fpread, therefore, thy Skirt over thine hand-
w
imid, for thou art a near kinfman."

When Jacob went to vifit his uncle Laban, he met

Rachal, Laban's daughter, in the fields, attending on

the flocks of her father.

In a much later period, Tamar, one of the daugh
ters of king David, was fent by her father to perform
the fervile office of making cakes for her brother

Amnon.

The fimplicity of the times in which thtfe things
happened, no doubt, very much invalidates the ftrength
of the conclusions that naturally arife from them. But,
in fpile of that fimpl.xitv, it flill appears that women

were not then treated even with the Shadow of the deli-

crxy which they have happily experienced among

people more poliShed and refined.

Are there not, however, other proofs that women

were treated in an indignant manner, in the primitive
ages I Yes. Uuibands had a difcretionary power of

divorcing
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divorcing their wives, without affigning any rc.fon for

it, but becaufe they were not agreeable to t'.iem. Po

lygamy alfo generally prevailed ; which is fo contrary

to the inclination of the fex, and fo deeply wound?

the delicacy of their feelings, that it in impoflu .!" for

any woman voluntarily to agree to it, even whe-e it is

authorized by cuftom and byla.v. Wherever therefore,

polygamy take3 place, wc may aSTuve ourfelves ':h:i

women have but little authority, and have fcarcely ar

rived at any confequence in fociety.

C II A P. III.

ON THE WOMEN OF ANCIENT EGYPT.

WHEREVER
the human race live folitary, and

unconnected with each other, they are lavage
and barbarous. Wherever they affociate together, that

affociation produces fofter manners, and a more cn-

p.giug deportment.
The Egyptians, from the rat tire of their count;-,-,

annually overflowed by the Nile, had no wild beai.s

to hunt, nor could they procure any thing by fii'hin r.

On thefe accounts, they were under a iKvcfliry of ap

plying themfelves to agriculture, a kind of life \fhich

naturally brings mankind together, for mutual conve

nience and affiftance.

They were, likewife, every vear, duria ;- the ire.in-

datio i of the river, obliged to auemble together, arai

take flicker, either on the riiing g.oi
• J;, or in the

ho'ifei"., which were roiied upon pi'e-, above the reach

of the waters. Here, almcfc e.- re employment bring1

fufpended, and the men and women long con f-ned 'oge-

iher, a thoai'aad induccmen4 s, nt lo be £rj-d in a

*. li 2 uihary
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folitary ftate, would naturally prompt them to render

themfelves agreeable to each other. Hence their man

ners would begin, more early, to affume a fofter po-

lifh, and more elegant refinement, than thofe of the

other nations who furrounded them.

The practice of confining women, inftituted by jea-
loufy, and maintained by unlawful power, was not

adopted by the ancient Egyptians. This appears from

the ftory of Pharoah's daughter, who was going with

her train of maids to bathe in the river, when fhe found

Mofes hid among the reeds. It is ftill more evident,
from that of the wife of Potiphar, who, if fhe had

been confined, could not have found the opportunities
fhe did, to folicit Jofeph to her adulterous embrace.

The queens ofEgypt had the greateft attention paid
to them. They were more readily obeyed than the

kings. It is alfo related, that the hufbands were, in

their marriage-contracts, obliged to promife obedience

to their wives ;
"
an obedience," fays an ingenious au

thor*,
"
which, in our modern times, we are often

"

obliged to perform, though our wives entered into the
"

promife."
The behaviour of Solomon to Pharoah's daughter

is a convincing proof that more honour and refpect was

paid to the Egyptian women, than to thofe of any
other people. Solomon had many other wives befides

th's princefo, and was married to feveral of them before

her, which, according to the Jewifh law, ought to

have entitled them to a preference. But, notwith-

ftar ding this, we hear of no particular palace having been
built for any of the others, nor of the worfhip of any
of their gods haviv^; been introduced into Jcrufalem.
But a magnificent palace was erected for Pharoah's

daughter ; and She was permitted, though exprefsly
contrary to the laws of Ilrael, to worfhip the gods of
her own country.

C II A P.
* Dr. Alexander.
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CHAP. IV.

CF THE MODERN EGYPTIAN WOMEN.

TH
E women of modern Egypt are far from being

on fo refpectable a footing as they were in an

cient times, or as the European women are at prefent.
In Europe, women act parts of great confequence,

and often reign fovercigns on the world's vafl theatre.

They influence manners and morals, and decide on

the moft important events. The fate of nations is

frequently in their hands.

How different is their Situation in Egypt ! There

they are bound down by the fetters of Slavery, con
demned to fervitude, and have no influence in public
affairs. Their empire is confined within the walls of

the Harem*. There are their graces and charms

entombed. The circle of their life extends not beyond
their own family and domeftic duties.

Their firft care is to educate their children ; and a

numerous pofterity is their moft fervent wifh. Mo

thers always fuckle their children. This is exprefsly
commanded by Mahomet : Let the mother fuckle her

clild full tivo years, if the child does not quit the brenjl ;
lut Jlte Jhall be permitted to wean it, with the eonfent of
tcr hujband.
The harem is the cradle and fehool of infancy.

The new-born feeble being is not there fwaddkd and

f i'e'.ed up in a fwathe, the fource of a thoufand dif-

eafes. Laid naked on a mat, expof;d in a vaft cham

ber to the pure air, he breathes freely, and with his

delicate limbs fprawls at pleafure. The new ele

ment, in wh'ch he is to live, is not entered with pain
and tears. Daily bathed beneath his mother's eye,

he
*

The women's apartment.
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he grows apace. Free to act, he tries his coming
powers ; rolls, crawls, rifes ; and, Should lie fall, can

not much hurt himfelf on the carpet or mat which

covers the floor.

The daughter's education is the fame. Whale

bone and bufks, which martyr European girls, they
know not. They are only covered with a Shift

until fix years old : and the drefs they afterwards

wear confines none of their limbs, but fuffers the

body to take its true form ; and nothing is more un

common than ricketty children, and crooked people.
In Egypt, man rifes in all his majefty, and woman

difplays every charm of perfon.
Subject to the immutable laws by which cuftom go

verns the Eaft, the women do not affociate with the

men, not even at table, where the union of fexes pro
duces mirth and wit, and makes food more fweet.

When the great incline to dine with one of their

wives, fhe is informed, prepares the apartment, per
fumes if with precious eflences, procures the moft

delicate viands, and receives her lord with the utmoft

attention and refpect.
Among the common people, the women ufually

fland, or fit in a corner of the room, while the huf-

band dines. They often ho; a the bafon for him to

wafh, and ferve him at table.

Cuftdms like thefe, which the Europeans rightly
call barbarous, and exclaim agaiiat with juflice, ap

pear fo natural in Egypt, that they do not fufpect it
can be otherwife elfewhere. Such is the power of

habt over men. What has been for ages, he fup-
pofes a law of n:<ta.c.

The Egyptian women, once or twice a week, are

permitted to go to the bath, and visit female relations

and friends. They receive each others vTits very
affcctioniUi ly. When a lady enters the harem, the
niiftrefs rii.s, takes her land, prtiics it to her b'ifnrn,

ki''!.-,



OF THE FAIR SFV. 9

kifTe:, and makes her fit down by her fide; a fir.a:

haftens to take her black mantle ; fhe is entrtated to

be at eafe, quits her veil, and difcov^rs a floating robe

tied round the waift with a fafli, which perfectly dis

plays her fliape. She then receives compliments

according to their manner.
"

Why, my mother, cr

"

my filler, have you been fo long abfent ? We fighed
"
to fee you ! Your prefence ia an honour to our houfe !

" It is the happinefs of our lives !"

Slaves prefent cwffc, flievbct, and cor.fertionaiy.

Tiey laugh, talk, and phy. A large difh is placed
on the fofa, on which are oranger., porr.egrai

an •,

bananas, and excellent melon3. Water, and rofe-

water mixed, are brought in an ew.-r, and with them

a filver bafon to wafh the hint's; and loud glee and

merry cor. venation feafon the meal. The chamber is

perfumed by wood of r! .^, in a brazier ; and, the

repail ended, the Slaves da ice to the found of cymbal?,
with whom the miftrefTe8 often ndu'.e. At parting

ihev feveral times repeat,
" God ken you in health !

" 1 leaven grant yo 1 a numerous oflspnag ! Heaven

"

preferve your children ; the delight and glory of

u

your family !"
When a vilitor is in the harem, the hufband muft

net enter. It is the afylum of hofpitality, and can

not be violated without fatal confequences ; a che-

ia;hed right, which the Egyptian women carefully
maintain, being i;nerelled in its preservation. A lover,

dilguifed like a woman, may be introduced uito the

harem, and it is neceflary he fliould remain undif-

eovered ; death would otherwife be his reward. In

that country, where the paffions are excited by the

climate, and the difficulty of gratifying them, love

often produces tragical events.

The Egyptian women, guarded by their eunuchs,

go alfo upon the water, and eaioy the charmir.g

profpects of the banks of the Nile. Their cabins

are
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are pleafant, richly embellished, and the boats well

carved and painted. They are known by the blinds

over the windows, and the mufic by which they are

accompanied.
When they cannot go ab -oad, they e vh avour to be

merry in their prifon. T.v.ard fua. fttting, they go
on the terrace, and take the f -efh ; >'r amorp the flow

ers which are there carefully reaied. Ileie they
often bathe ; and thus, at once, evdwy the cool, lim

pid water, the perfume of odoriferous plants, the

balmy air, and the ftarry hoft, which fhine in the

firmament.

Thus Bathfheba bathed, when David beheld her

from the roof of his palace.
Such is the ufual life of the Egyptian women.

Their duties are to educate their chillren, take care of

their hoirfehcld, and live retired with their family :

their pleafures, to vifit, give feafts, in which they
often yield to exceffive mirth and licentioufnefs, go on

the water, take the air in orange groves, and liilen to

the Almai. They deck themfelves as carefully to re

ceive their acquaintance, as European women do

to allure the men. Ufually mild and timid, they be

come daring and furious, when under the dominion of

violent love. Neither locks nor grim keepers can

then prefcribe bounds to their paffions ; which,

though death be fufpended over their heads, they
fearch the means to gratify, and are feldom unfuccefsful.

CHAP. V.

OF THE PERSIAN WOMEN.

SEVERAL
hiftorians, in mentioning the ancient

Perfians, have dwelt with peculiar feverity on

the manner in which they treated their women.

Jealous,
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Jealous, almoft to diflraction, they confined the whole

fex with the ftricteft attention, and could not bear that

the eye of a fti anger Should behold the beauty whom

they adored.

When Mahomet, the great legislator of the mo

dern Perfians, wasjufl expiring, the laft advice that

he gave to his faithful adherents, was,
" Be watchful

" of your religion, and your wives." Hence they

pretend to derive not only the power of confining,
but alfo of perfuading them, that they hazard their

falvation, if they lock upon any other man befides

their hufbands. The Chriftian religion informs us,

that in the other world they neither many, nor are

{-.iveu in marriage. The religion of Mahomet teaches

us a different doctrine, which the Perfians believing,
tarry the jtaloufy of Afia to the fields of Elyfiuin
and the groves of Paradife ; where, according to

them, the blcffed inhabitants have their eyea placed
on the crown of their heads, left they fhovdd fee the

wives of their neighbours.
Every circumSlance in the Per Sian hiftory tends

to perfuade us, that the motive, which induced them
to confine their women with fo much care and folici-

tude, was only exuberance of love and affection. In

the enjoyment of their fmiles, and their embraces, the

happinefs of the men confifted, and their approbation
was au incentive to deeds of glory and of heroifm.
For thefe reafons they are faid to have been the firft

who introduced the cullom of carrying their wives and
concubines to the field, " That the fight," faid they,
" of all that is dear to us, may animate us to fight
"
more valiantly."
To offer the leaft violence to a Perfian woman, was

to incur certain death from her hufband or guardian.
}vvn their kings, though the moft abfolute in the uni-

\erfe, could not alter the manners or cuftoms of the

countiy, which related to the fair fex.

Widely



12 HISTORICAL SKETCHES

Widely different from this is the prefent ftate of

Perfia. By a law of that country, their monarch is

now authorized to go, whenever he pleafes, into the

harem of any of his fubjects ; and the fubject, on

whofe prerogative he thus encroaches, fo far from ex

erting his ufual jealoufy, thinks himfelf highly ho

noured by fuch a vifit.

A laughable llory, on this fubject, is told of Shah

Abbas, who having got drunk at the houfe of one of

his favourites, and intending to go into the apart
ment of his wives, was flopped by the door-keeper,
who bluntly told him,

" Not a man, fir, befides my
"

mailer, fhall put a muftacho here, fo long as I am
"

porter."
"

What," faid the king,
" doft thou not

" knowme ?" "

Yes," anfwered the fellow,
" I know

"

you are king of the men, but not of the women."

Shah Abbas, pleafed with the anfwer, and the fide

lity of the fervant, retired to his palace. The fa

vourite, at whofe houfe the adventure happened, as

foon as he heard it, went and fell at his mafters feet,

intreating that he would not impute to him the crime

committed by his domeftic. He likewife added,
" I

" have already turned him away from my feivice for

" his prefumption."
—

" I am glad of it," anfwered

the king ;
" I will take him into my fervice for his

«

fidelity."

t"*-~'"'m-KH*'n-m-•■'..■•■:. ■..•'-..-■ ■•..-' ■•..•■'-..-••..■■••..•-%

CHAP. VI.

OF THE GRECIAN WOMEN.

IT
is obferved by an able panegyrift for the fair,

" That the greateft refpect has always been paid
" them by the wileit and beft of nations." If this

be
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bf tme, the Greeks certaialy forfeited one great claim

to that wifdom which has always been attributed to

them ; for we have good reafon to believe, that they «

i garded their women only as inflruments of railing up
members to the Slate.

In order to efteem the fex, we muft do more than

fee them. By focial intercourfe, and a mutual reci

procation of good offices, we muft become acquainted
with their worth and excellence. Thij, to the Greeks,
was a pleafure totally unknowa. As the women lived

retired in their own apartments, if they had any amia

ble qualities, they were buried in perpetual obfeurity.
Even huSbands were, in Sparta, limited as to the time

and duration of the vifits made to their wives ; and ft

was the cuflom at meals for the two fexes always to

eat feparately.
The apartments de (lined for the women, in order

to keep them more private, were always in the back

and generally in the upper part, of the houfe. The

famous Helen is faid to have had her chamber in th~

loftieft part of it ; and fo wretched were their dwel

lings, that even Penelope, queen of Ulyffes, feems to

have defcended from hers by a ladder.

Unmarried women, whether maids or widows, were

under the ftricteft confinement. The former, indeed,
were not allowed to pafs without leave from one part
of the houfe to another, left they Should be feen.

New married women were almoft as ftriilly con

fined as virgins. Hennione was feverely reproved by
her old duenna, fir appearing out of doors ; a free

dom, which, She t^Us her, was not ufually taken by
women in her Situation, and which would endanger her

reputation fhould fhe happen to be feen.

Ariflophanes introduces an Athenian ladv, loudly
complaining, that women were confined to their cham

bers, under lock and k*.y, and guarded by mailiff*,

gobl.n.-!, or any thing t'aat could frighten away admirers.

C a 11c
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The confinement, however, of the Grecian women,

does not appear, in fome cafes, to have been fo much

the effect of jealoufy, as of indifference. The men

did not think them proper companions ; and that ig
norance, which is the refult of a reclufe life, gave
them too good reafon to think fo. Nothing in

Greece was held in eftimation, but valour and elo

quence. Nature had difqualified the fair fex for both.

They were therefore confidered as mean and contemp
tible beings, much beneath the notice of heroes and of

orators, who feldom favoured them with their com

pany. Thus defertcd by a fex which ought to be

the fcurce of knowledge, the underftandings of the

women were but Shallow, and their company unintereft-

frg; circumftances which invariably happen in every

country where the two fexes have little communication

with each other.

In pending the Grecian hiftory, we eveiy where

naeet with the moft convincing proofs of the low

condition of their women. Homer confiders Helen,
the wife of Menelaus, of little other value than as a

part of the goods which were ftolen along with her ;

and the reftitution of thefe, and of her, are commonly
mentioned in the fame fentence, in fuch a manner, as

to fnew, that fuch reftitution woidd be confidered as

a full reparation of the injury fuftained.

The fame author, in celebrating Penelope, the wife

of Ulyfles, for refufing in his abfence fo many fuitors,
does not appear to place the merit of her conduct, in

a fuperior regard to chaftity, or in love to her'huf-

hand ; but in preferring to his family the dowry fhe

had brought along with her, which, on a fecond mar

riage, muft have been reftored to her father Icarius.

Telemachus is always reprefented as a moft dutiful

fon. But, notwithstanding this, we find him reprov

ing his mother in a manner which fliews that the

ftx, in general, were not treated with fbftnefs and

delicacy,
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delicacy, however dignified, or with whatever autho

rity inverted.

" Your widowed hours, apart, with female toil,
" And various labours of the loom, begul
M There rule, from palace cares remote and free ;

" That care to man belongs, and mofl to me."

If we take a view of the privileges bellowed by
law or cuftom on the Grecian women, we Shall find,

that, in the earlier ages, they were allowed a vote in

the public aflemblies. This privilege, however, was

afterwards taken from them. They fucc.eded equally
with brothers to the inheritance of their fathers; and

to the whole of that inheritance, if they had no bro

thers. But to this laft privilege wai always annexed

a circumftance, which muft have been extremely dis

agreeable to every woman of fentinv.-it and feeling.
An heirefs was obliged, by the laws of Greece, to

marry her neareft relation, that the eftate might not

go out of the family ; and this rela'ri.Hi, in cafe of a

refufal, had a right to fue for the delivery of her per-
fon, as we do for goods and chattels.

He who divorced his wife was obliged either to re

turn her dowrv, or pay her fo much per month, by
way of maintenance. He who ravifhed a free woman

was obliged in fome ftates, to many he-, ia others to

pay a hundred, and in others agaia, a thoufand

drachmas.

But, when we impartially confider the good and ill

treatment of the Grecian women, we find that the

balance was much againft them, and may therefore

conclude, that, though the Greeks were eminent in

arts, and illuftrious in arms ; yet, in politenefs and

elegance of manners, the highell pitch to which they
ever arrived, was only a few degrees above favage
barbaritv.

In
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In the different asras of Grecian hiftory, however,
we muft not fuppofe that the women were always the
fame. It appears that the manners in the ifles of

Greece, in general, were much purer than on the

continent. Thofe iflanders, by being lefs expofed to

foreign intercourfe, could more eafily preferve their

laws and their virtues. The warlike convents of La-

eedemon, the nurferies only of foldiers, would be much

more rigid than the fmiling retreats of Athens, whence

politenefs was propagated, and fafhion announced ;

and the city of Thebes, where a ruftic groffnefs fup-
plied the place of an elegant luxury, muft have been

very diflerent from Corinth, which, on account of

its fituation and commerce, obtained the name cf
" The Two Seas of Wealth and pleafure."

CHAP. VII.

OF THE CRECIAN COURTESANS..

rT"1 H E rank which the courtezans enjoycJ, even

JL in the brighttft ages of Greece, and particulaly
at Athcas, it one of the greateft Angularities in the

manners of any people. By what circumftanccs could

that order of women, who dcbafe at once their own

fex ar.d ours—in a country, where the women were

poffeffed of modefly, and the men of fentiment, ar

rive at distinction, and fometimes even at the higheil

degree of reputation and confequence ?—Several rea-

fens may be affigned for that phenomenon in feciety.
In Greece, the courtezans were in fome meaiiure

connected with the religion of the country. The

godders of Beauty hid her altars; and fhe was fup-
pofed to protect prostitution, which was to her a fpe-

cies
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cics of worfhip. The people invoked Venus in times

of danger ; and, after a battle, they thought they had
done honour to Miltiades and Thcmiltocles, becaufe

the Laifes and the Glycerai of the age had chaunted

hymns to their goddefs.
The courtezans were likewife connected with reli

gion, by means of t lie arts. Their perfons afforded

models for ftatucs, which were afterwards adored i;i

the temples. Phrine ferved as a model to Praxitcle .,

for his Venus of Cnidus. During the feafts of Nep
tune, near Elcufis, Apclles having feen the fame

courtezan on the fea-fhore, without any other veil than
her loofe and flowing hair, was fo much ftruck with

her appearance, that he borrowed from it the idea of

his Venus tiCmg from the waves.

They were, therefore, connected with Statuary and

painting, as they furnifhed the practifcrs of thofe arts

t\ith the means of embellifhing their works.

The greater part of them were fkilled in mufic ;

«r.d, as that art was attended with higher efferts in

Greece, than it has ever been in any other country, it

muft have pofreSTed, in their hands, an irreliitible

charm.

Every one knows how enthufiaitic the Greeks
were of beauty, They adored it in the temples.
They admired it in the principal works of art. They
ftudied it in the exercifes and the games. They
thought to perfect it by their marriages. They
offered rewards to it at the public festivals. Bat

virtuous beauty was feldom to be feen. The niodcSt

women were confined to their own apartments, and

were vifited only by their hufbands and neartil rela

tions. The courtezans offered themfelves every where

to view ; and their beauty, as might be expected, ob
tained univerfal homage.

Society only can unfold the beauties of the iria.L

Medcft women were excluded from it. The cour-

C 2 uzm*
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tezans of Atlun;, by living in public, and conceding
freely with all janks of people, upon all manner of

fubjects, acquired by degrees a knowledge of hiftoiy,
of philofophy, of policy, and a tafte in the whole

circle of the arts. Their ideas were more extenfive

and various, and their converfation was more fprightly
said entertaining, than any thing that was to be found

tinong the virtuous part of the fex. Hence their

houfes became the fchocls of elegance. The poets
and the painters went there to catch the fleeting
forms of grace, and the changeable features of ridi

cule ; the muiicians, to perfect the delicacy of har

mony ; and the philosophers, to collect thofe particu
lars of human life, which had hitherto efcaped their

obfervation.

The houfe of Afpafia was the refort of Socrates

and Pericles, as that of Ninon was of St. Evremont

and Conde. They acquired from thofe fair libertines

tafte and politenefs, and they gave them in exchange
knowledge and reputation.

Greece was governed by eloquent men ; and the

celebrated courtezans, having an influence over thofe

orators, muft have had an influence on public affairs.

There was not one, not even the thundering, the

inflexible Demofthenes, fo terrible to tyrants, but was

fubjccted to their fway. Of that great mailer of elo

quence it has been faid,
" What he had been a whole

"

year in erecting, a woman overturned in a day."
That influence augmented their confequence ; and

their talent of pleafing increafed with the occafions of

exerting it.

The laws and the public inftitutions, indeed, by
authorizing the privacy of ucir.cn, fet a high value

on the fanctity of the marriage vow. But in Athens,

imagination, fentiment, luxury, the tafte in arts and

J. kaiures, was oppofite to the laws. The courtezans,

therefore,
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therefore, may be faid to have come in fupport of the
manners.

There was no check upon public licentioufnefs ;

but private infidelity, which concerned the peace of

families, was punifhed as a crime. By a ftrange and

perhaps unequalled Angularity, the men were cor

rupted, yet the domeftic manners were pure. It feems

as if the courtezans had not been confidered to belong
to their fex ; and, by a convention to which the

laws and the manners bended, while other women were

estimated merely by their virtues, they were eftimated

only by their accomplifhments.
Thefe reafons will, in fome meafure, account for

the honours, which the votaries of Venus fo often re

ceived in Greece. Otherwife we Should have been at

a lofs to conceive, why fix or feven writers had ex

erted their talents to celebrate the courtezans of

Athens—why three great painters had uniformly
devoted their pencils to reprefent them on canvafs—

and why fo many poets had ftrove to immortalize

them in their verfes. We Should hardly have be

lieved that fo many flluftrious men had courted their

focfety—that Afpafia had been confulted in delibe

rations of peace and war—that Phrine had a flatue

of gold placed between the ftatues of two kings at

Delphos—that, after death, magnificent tombs had

been erected to their memory.
" The traveller," fays a greek writer,

"

who,
"

approaching to Athens, fees on the fide of the way
"

a monument which attracts his notice at a distance,
" will imagine that it is the tomb of Miltiades or Pe-
"

ricles, or of fome other great man, who has done

" honour to his country by his fervices. He advances,
" he reads, and he learns that it is a courtezan of
** Athens who is interred with fo much pomp."
Thcopompus, in a letter to Alexander the Great,

fpeaks aHb of the fame monument in words to the

following
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following effect. "

Thus, after her death, is a prof-
" titute honoured ; while not one of thofe brave war-

" riors who fell in Afia, fighting for you and for the
"

fafety of Greece, has fo much as a flone erected
*'
to his memory, or an infcription to preferve hia

" afhes from infult."

Such was the homage which that enthufiaftfc

people, voluptuous and paflionate, paid to beauty.
More guided by fentiment than by reafon, and having-
laws rather than principles, they banifhed their great
men, honoured their courtezans, murdered Socrates,,

permitted themfelves to be governed by Afpafia, pre-
ferved inviolate the marriage-bed, and placed Phrine in

the temple of Apollo !

CHAP. VIII.

OF THE ROMAN WOMEN.

AMONG
the Romans, a grave and auftere peo

ple, who, during five hundred years, were unac

quainted with the elegancies and the pleafures of life,
and who, in the middle of furrows and fields of bat

tle, were employed in tillage or in war, the man

ners of the women were a long time as folemn and fe-

vere as thofe of the men, and without the fmalleft
mixture of corruption, or of weaknefs.
The time when the Roman women began to appear

in public, marks a particular sera in hiftory.
In the infancy of the city, and even until the con-

queft of Carthage, fhut up in their houfes, where a Am

ple and ruftic virtue paid every thing to initinct, and
nothing to elegance—fo nearly allied to barbarifm, as

only to know what it was to be wives and mothers

chafte
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chafte without apprehending they could be otherwife

—tender and affectionate, before they had learned

the meaning of the words—occupied in duties, and

ignorant that there were other pleafures ; they fpent
their life in retirement, in domeftic ceconomy, in nurf-

fng their children, and in rearing to the republic a race
of labours, or of foldiers.

The Roman women, for many ages, were refpedted
over the whole world. Their victorious huSbands re-

rifited them with tranfport, at their return from battle.

They laid at their feet the fpoils of the enemy, and

endeared themfelves in their eyes, by the wounds

which they had received for them and for the ftate.

Thofe warriors often came from impofing commands

upon kings ; and iw their own houfes accounted it an

honour to obey. In vain the too rigid laws had

made them the arbiters of life and death. More pow

erful than the laws, the women ruled their judges.
In vain the legislature, forefeeing the wants which ex-

iil only among a corrupt people, permitted divorce.

The indulgence of the polity was profcribed by the

manners.

Such was the influence of beauty at Rome, before

the licentious intercourfe of the fexes had corrupted
both.

The Roman matrons do not fcern to have poflefled
that military courage which Plutarch has praifed in

certain Greek and Barbarian women : they partook
more of the nature of their fex ; or, at leafl, they de

parted lefs from its character. Their firft quality was

decency. Every one knows the flory of Cato the

eenfor, who Jlabbeda Roman ftnator for lifting his own

■ti'i/Jr in the prefence of his daughter.
To thefe aultere manners, the Roman women join

ed an enthufiaftic love of their country, which dif-

covered itfelf upon many great occafions. On the

death of Brutus, they all clothed themfelves in mourn

ing.
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ing. In the time of Coriolanus they faved the city.
That inccnfed warrior, who had infultcd the fenate

and the priefts, and who was fuperior even to the pride
of pardoning, could not refill the tears and entreaties

of the women. They melted his obdurate heart. The

fenate decreed them public thanks, ordered the men to

give place to them upon all occafions, caufed an altar to

be erected for them on the fpot where the mother had

foftened her fon, and the wife her hufband ; and the

fex were permitted to add another ornament to their

head-drefs.

It is to be wifhed that our modern ladies could af-

fign as good a reafon for the fize of their caps.

The Roman women faved the city a fecond time,

when befieged by Brennus. They gave up all their

gold as its ranfom. For that inftance of their gene-

rofity, the fenate granted them the honour of having
f meral orations pronounced from the roftrum, in com

mon with patriots and heroes.
After the battle of Canna", when Rome had no other

treafures but the virtues of her citizens, the women

facrificed both their gold and their jewels. A new

decree rewarded their zeal.

Valerius Maximu6, who lived in the reign of Ti

berius, informs us that, in the fecond triumvirate, the

three affaffins who governed Rome, thirfting after

gold, no lefs than blood, and having already practifed

every fpecies of robbery, and worn out every me

thod of plunder, refolved to tax the ivomm. They im-

pofed a heavy contribution upon each of them. The

women fought an orator to defend their caufe, but

found none. Nobody would reafon againfl thofe who

had the power of life and death. The daughter of

the celebrated Hortenfius alone appeared. She re-

rived the memory of her father's abilities, and fup-

ported with intripity her own caufe, and that of her

fex. The ruffians blufhed, and revoked their orders.
Hortenfia
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Hortenfia was conducted home in triumph, and had
the honour of having given, in one day, an example
of courage to men, a patern of eloquence to women,

and a lcflon of humanity to tyrants.
But the xra of the talents of women at Rome is to

be found under the emperors. Society was then more

perfected by opulence, by luxury, by the ufc and abufe

of the arts, and by commerce. Their retirement was

then lefs ftrict ; their genius, being more active, was

more exerted ; their heart had new wants ; the idea

of reputation fprung up in their minds ; their leifure

increafed with the divifion of employments.
During upwards of fix hundred years, the virtues

had been found fufficicnt to pleafe. They now found

it necefTary to call in the accomplishments. They were

defirous to join admiration to efteem, till they learn

ed to exceed efteem itfelf. For, in all countries, in

proportion as the love of virtue diminishes, we find

die love of talents to increafe.

A thoufand caufes concurred to produce this revo

lution of manners among the Romans. The vaft

inequality of ranks, the enormous fortunes of indi

viduals the ridicule affixed by the imperial court to
moral ideas, all contributed to haften the period of

corruption.
There were ftill, however, fome great and virtuoufl

characters among the Roman women. Portia, the

daughter of Cato, and wife of Brutus, in the con-

fpiraey againft Cxfar, fhewed herfelf worthy to be

affociated with the firft of human kind, and trulled

with the fate of empires. After the battle of Philippi,
flic woidd neither furiive liberty nor Brutus, but died
with the bold intrepidity of Cato.

The example of Portia was followed by that of

Anna, who feeing her hufband hifitating, and afraid

to die, in order to encourage him, pierced her own

breaft,
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breaft, and delivered to him the dagger with a

fmile.

The name of Arria's hufband was Partus. The

manner of their death has furnifhed Martial with the

fubject of an elegant epigram, which may be thus

paraphrafed :

" When to her hufband Arria gave the fword,
" Which from her chafte, her bleading breaft fhe drew ;

" She faid, My Patus, this I do not fear ;
"

But, oh ! the -wound that tnujl be made by you !

" She could no more—but on her Psetus flail
" She fixed her feeble, her expiring eyes ;
" And when fhe faw him raife the pointed fteel,
" She funk, and feem'd to fay, Now Arria dies!"

Paulinia too, the wife of Seneca, caufed her veins

to be opened at the fame time with her hufband's ; but

being forced to live, during the few years which fhe

furvived him " fhe bore in her countenance," fays
Tacitus,

" the honourable teftimony of her love, a
"

palenefs, which proved that part of her blood had
"

fympathetically ifiued with the blood of her
"

fpoufe."
The fame exalted virtues were difplayed, though in

a different manner, by Agrippina, the wife of Ger-

manicus ; who, naturally haughty and fenfible, after

the death of that great man, buried herfelf in re

tirement in all the bloom of youth ; and who, nei

ther bending her ftatelinefs under Tiberius, nor allow

ing herfelf to be corrupted by the manners of her age—

as implacable "in her hatred to the tyrant, as fhe had

been faithful to her hufband—fpent her life in lament

ing the one, and in dettfting the other. Nor fhould

the celebrated Epiniana be forgot, whom Vefpafian
,ought to have admired, but whom he fo bafely put
to death.

To
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To take notice of all the celebrated women of the

empire, would much exceed the bounds of the prefent

undertaking. But the emprefs Julia, the wife of

Septimius Severus, poffefled a fpecies of merit fo very

different from any of thofe already mentioned, as to

claim particular attention.
This lady was born in Syria, and the daughter of a

prieft o) the Sun. It was predicted that She Should

rife to fovereign dignity ; and her character jullified
the prophecy.
Julia, while on the throne, loved, or pretended

paffionately to love, letters. Either from tallc, from

a defire to inftruct herfelf, from a love of renown, or

poffibly from all thefe together, She fpent her life

with philofophers. Her rank of emprefs would not,

perhaps, have been fulficient to fubdue thofe bold

Spirits ; but fhe joined to that the more powerful
influences of wit and beauty. Thefe three kinds of

empire rendered lefs neceflary to her that which con-

fills only in art; and which, attentive to their tafles

and their weaknefies, governs great rainds by little

means.

It is faid that fhe was a philofopher. Her phf-
lofophy, however, did not extend fo far as to give
chaftity to her manners. Her hufband, who did not

love her, valued her understanding fo much, that he

confulted her upon all occafions. She governed in the

fame manner under his fon.

Julia was, in fhort, an emprefs and a politician,
occupied at the fame time about literature and affairs of

Shite, while fhe mingled her pleafures freely with both.

She had courtiers for her lovers, fcholars for her friends,
and philolophers for her counfellors. In the midit of

a fociety, where She reigned and was instructed, Julia
arrived at the higheft celebrity ; but as, among all

her excellencies, we find not thofe of her fex, the

virtues of a woman, our admiration is loft in blame.

D la
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In her life-time fhe obtained more praifc than refpect ;
and pofterity, while it has done juftice to her talent!

and her accomplishments, has agreed to deny her

efteem.

At laft, in following the courfc of hiftory, the fa

mous Zenobia prefents herfelf: fhe was worthy to

have been a pupil of Longinus ; for fhe knew how to

write, as well as how to conquer. When {he was

afterward unfortunate, fhe was fo with dignity. She

confoled herfelf for the lofs of a throne, and the plea-
fures of grandeur, with the fweets of folitude and

the joys of reafon.

CHAP. IX.

LAWS AND CUSTOMS RESPECTING THE ROMAN

WOMEN.

TH
E Roman women, as well as the Grecian,

were under perpetual guardianfhip ; and were

not at any age, nor in any condition, ever trufted

with the management of their own fortunes.

Every father had a power of life and death over

his own daughters: but this power was not reftricted

to daughters only ; it extended alfo to fons.

The Oppian law prohibited women from having
more than half an ounce of gold employed in orna

menting their perfons, from wearing clothes of divers

colours, and from riding in chariots, either in the

city, or a thoufand paces round it.

They were ftrictly forbid to ufe wine, or even to

have in their poffeflion the key of any place where it

was kept. For either of thefe faults they were liable

co be divorced by their huSbands. So careful were the

Romans
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Romans in reftraining their women from wine, that

they are fuppofed to have firft introduced the cullom

of faluting their female relations and acquaintances, on

entering into the houfe of a friend or neighbour, tha*

they might difcovcr by their breath, whether they hud

tailed any of that liquor.
This "llrictnefs, however, began in time to be re

laxed ; until at laft, luxury becoming too ftrong for

every law, the women indulged themfelves in equal
liberties with the men.

But fuch was not the cafe in the earlier ages of

Rome. Romulus even permitted hufbands to kill

their wives, if they found them drinking wine. And,
if we may believe Valerius Maximus, Egnatius Metel-

lus, having detected his wife drinking out of a cafk,

actually made ufe of this permiSlion, and was acquitted
by Romulus.

Fabius Pictor relates, that the parents of a Romn

lady, having detected her picking the lock of a ch t

which contained fome wine, fhut her up and ftarved

her to death.

Women were liable to be divorced by their hufbands
almoft at pleafure, provided the portion was returned

which they had brought along with them. Thev

were alfo liable to be divorced for barrennefs, which,
if it could be conftrued into a fault, wa3 at leaft the

fault of nature, and might fometimes be that of the

hufband.

A few fumptuary laws, a fubordination to the

men, anil a total want of authority, do not fo much

affect the fex, as to be coldly and indelicately treated

by their hufbands.

Such a treatment is touching them in the tender-
eft part. Such, however, we have reafon to believe,

they often met with from the Romans, who had not

yet learned, as in modern times, to blend the rigidity
cS the patriot, and roughnefs of the warrior, with that

feft
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foft and indulging behaviour, fo confpicuous in ou*

modern patriots and heroes.

Hufbands among the Romans not only themftlvci

behaved roughly to their wives, but even fometimes

permitted their fervants and flaves to do the fame.

The principal eunuch of Juftinian the Second threat

ened to chaftife the emprefs, his mailer's wife, in the

manner that children are chaftifed at fchool, if fhe did

not obey his orders.

With regard to the private diverfions of the Roman

ladies, hiftory is filent. Their public ones were fuch

as were common to both fexes ; as bathing, theatrical

reprefentations, horfe-races, fhows of wild beafts, which

fought againft one another, and fometimes againSl
men, whom the emperors, in the plenitude of their

deipotic power, ordered to engage them.

'1 he Remans, of both fexe .;, fpent a great deal of
time at the baths ; which at firft, perhaps, were in-

tei woven with their religion, but at laft were only
confidered as refinements in luxury. They were

places of public refort, where all the news of the times

were to Le heard, where people met with their ac

quaintances and friends, where public libraries were

kept for fuch as chofe to read, and where poets re

cited their works to fuch as had patience to hear.

In the earlier periods of Rome, feparate baths were

appropriated to each fex. Luxury by degrees get

ting the better of decency, the men and women at

laft bathed promifcuoufly together. Though this

indecent manner of bathing was prohibited by the

emperor Adrian ; yet, in a fhort time, inclination

overcame the prohibition ; and, in fpite of every effort,

promifcuous bathing continued until the time of Con-

ftantine, who, by the coerci\e force of the legiflative
authority, and the rewards and terrors of the Chriftian

religion, put a final flop to it,

CHAP.
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CHAP. X.

OP THE EFFECTS OF CHRISTIANITY ON THE MAN

NERS OF WOMEN.

PHILOSOPHY
had no fixed principles for wo

men. The religion of antiquity was only a kind

of facred policy, which had rather ceremonies than

precepts. The ancients honoured their gods as we

honour our great men : they offered them incenle,

and expected their protection in exchange. The

gods were their guardians, not their legislators.
Christianity on the other hand, was a legislation :

it impofed laws for the regulation of manners ; it

ftrengthencd the marriage knot ; to the political it

added a facred tie, and placed the matrimonial < -

gagements under the jurifdiction of Heaven.

Not fatfsfied with regulating the action, Christianity
extended its empire even to the thought*. Above all,

it combated the fenfes. It waged war even with

fuch inanimate objects as might be the objects of

feduction, or were the means of leduction. in a

word, roufing vice in her fecret cell, it made her be

come her own tormentor.

The legislation of the Greek- and Romans referred

the motive of every action to the political intend —

fociety. But the new and faered legislation, inlpir-

ing only contempt for this world, referred all things
to a future and very different State of existence.

The detachment of the fenfes, the reign of the

foul, and an inexpreffibh/ fublime and fupen.atural

fomething, which blended itfelf with both, becarur

the doctrine of a body of people. Hence the vow

of continence, and the confecration of i.riibacv.

F> i I .'.if
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Life was a combat. The fanctity of the manners

threw a \eil over nature and over fociety ; Beauty
was afraid to pleafe ; Valour dropt his fpear ; the

paffions were taught to fubmit ; the feverity of the

foul increafed every day, by the facrifices of the

fenfes. ,

The women, who generally poffefs a lively imagi
nation, and a warm heart, devoted themfelves to vir

tues, which were as flattering as they were difficult,
and no lefs elevated than auftere.

The difciples of chriftianity were taught to love

and comfort one another, like children of the fame

family. In confequence of this doctrine, the more

tender fex, converting to pity the fenfibility of nature ;

devoted their lives to the fervice of indigence and

diftrefs. Delicacy learned to overcome difguft. The

tears of pity were feen to flow in the huts of mifery,
and in the cells of difeafe, with the friendly fympathy
of a fifter.

The perfecutions which arofe in the empire, foon

after the introduction of chriftianity, afforded that re

ligion a new opportunity of difcovering its efficacy.
To preferve the faith, it was often neceffary to fuffer

imprifonment, banifhment, and death. Courage then
became neceffary.
There is a deliberate courage, which is the refuk

of reafon, and which is equally bold and calm : it is

rhe courage of philofophers and of heroes. There is

a courage which fprings from the imagination, which

L ardent and precipitate ; fuch is moft commonly the

courage of martyrs, or religious courage.
The courage of the Chriflian women was founded

upon the nobleft motives. Animated by the gloiiou?
hope of immortality, they embraced flames and gib
bets, and offered their delicate and feeble bodies to the

Eioft excruciating tortures.

Thi«
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This revolution in the ideas, and in the manners,

was followed by another in the writings. Such as

made women their fubject became as auftere and

feraphic as they.
Almoll all the doctors of thofe times, railed by the

church both to the rank of orators and of faints,
emulated each other in praifing the Chriftian women.

But he who fpeaks of them with moft eloquence and

with moft zeal, is Saint Jerom ; who, born with a foul

of fire, fpent twenty-four years, in writing, in com

bating, and in conquering himfelf.

The manners of this faint were probably more fe-

vere than his thoughts. He had a number of illuf-

trious women at Rome among his difciplcs. Thus

furrounded with beauty, though he efcaped weaknefs,

yet he was not able to cfcape calumny. At laft, flying
from the world, from women, and from himfelf, he

retired to Palefline ; where all that he had fled from

ftill purfued him, tormented him under the peni
tential fackcloth, and, in the middle of folitary deferts,
re-echoed in his ears the tumult of Rome.

Such was Saint Jerom, the moft eloquent panegyrift
of the Chriftian women of the fourth century. That

warm and pious writer, though generally harfh and

obfcure, foftens his ftyle, in a thoufand places, to praife
a great number of Roman women, who, at the Capitol,
had embraced chriftianity, and ftudied in Rome the

language of the Hebrews, that they might read and

understand the books of Mofes.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XI,

OF WOMEN IN SAVAGE LIFE.

MAN,
in a ftate of barbarity, equally cruel and

indolent, active by neceffity, but naturally
inclined to repofe, is acquainted with little more than

the phyfical effects of love ; and, having none of thofe

moral ideas which only can foften the empire of

force, he is led to confider it as his fupreme law, fub-

jecting to his defpotifm thofe whom reafon had made

his equals, but whofe imbicillity betrayed them to his

Strength.
Caft in the lap of naked nature, and expofed to

every hardfhip, the forms of women, in favage life, are
but little engaging. With nothing that deferves the

name of culture, their latent qualities, if they have

any, are like the diamond, while inclofed in the rough
flint, incapable of fhewing any luftre. Thus deftitute

of every thing by which they can excite love, or ac

quire efteem ; deftitute of beauty to charm, or art to

foothe, the tyrant man; they are by him deftined to

perform every mean and fervile office. In this the

American and other favage women differ widely from

thofe of Afia, who, if they are deftitute of the quali
fications neceffary for gaining efteem, have beauty,
ornaments, and the art of exciting love.

In civilized countries a woman acquires fome power
by being the mother of a numerous family, who obey
her maternal authority, and defend her honour and her

life. But, even as a mother, a female favage has not

much advantage. Her children, daily accuftomed to

fee their father treat her nearly as a flave, foon begin
to imitate his example, and either pay little regard to

her authority, or {hake it off altogether.
Of
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Of this the Hottentot boys afford a remarkable

proof. They are brought up by the women, till they
are about fourteen years of age. Then, with feveral

ceremonies, they are initiated into the fociety of the

men. After this initiation is over, it is reckoned

manly for a boy to take the earlieil opportunity of

returning to the hut of his mother, and beating her in

the mofl barbarous manner, to Shew that he is now out

of her jurifdiction. Should the mother complain to

the men, they would only applaud the boy, for fhew-

ing fo laudable a contempt for the fociety and authority
of women.

"Nothing," fays Profeffor Millar, fpeaking of the

women of barbarous nations,
"
can exceed the de-

"

pendance and fubjection in which they are kept, or
" the toil and drudgery which they are obliged to

"

undergo. The huSband, when he is not engaged
" in fome warlike exercife, indulges himfelf in idle-

"
nek, and devolves upon his wife the whole burden

" of his domeftic affairs. He difdains to affift her in

"

any of thofe fervile employments. She Sleeps in a

" different bed, and is feldom permitted to have any
" converfation or correfpondence with him."

In the Brazils, the females are obliged to follow

their huSbands to war, to fupply the place of bealls of

burden, and to cany 0,1 their backs their children, pro-

vi lions, hammocks, and every thing wanted in the

field.

In the Ifthmus of Darien, they are fent along with

warriors and travellers, as we do baggage horfef.

Even their Queen appeared before fome Englifh gen

tlemen, carrying her fucking child wrapt in a red

blanket.

The women among the Indians of America are

what the Helots were among the Spartans, a vanquished

people obliged to toil for their conquerors.
Hence

Oil the banks of the Oroonoko we have heard of

mothers
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mothers Slaying their daughters out of companion, and

fmothering them in the hour of their birth. They
confider this barbarous pity as a virtue.

Father Jofeph Gumilla, reproving one of them for

this inhuman crime, received the following anfwer:—

" I wiSh to God, Father, I wiSh to God, that my
"
mother had, by my death, prevented the manifold

" diftreffes I have endured, and have yet to endure as

**

long as I live. Had fhe kindly ftifled me in my
•*
birth, I fhould not have felt the pain of death, nor

" the numberlefs other pains to which life has fubject-
" ed me. Confider, Father, our deplorable condi-
" tion. Our hufbands go to hunt with their bows
•' and arrows, and trouble themfelves no farther : we

*'
are dragged along with one infant at our breaft, and

" another in a bafket. They return in the evening
" without any burden : we return with the burden
" of our children. Though tired with long walking,
"
we are not allowed to fleep, but muft labour the

" whole night, in grinding maize to make chica for
" them. They get drunk, and in their drunkennefs
" beat us, draw us by the hair of the head, and tread
"

us under foot. What then have we to comfort us
" for flavery, perhaps of twenty years i

—A young
" wife is brought upon us and permitted to abufe ua

" and our children. Can human nature endure fuch
"

tyranny? What kindnefs can we fhew to our

" female children, equal to that of relieving them from
" fuch fervitude, more bitter a thoufand times than
" death ? I repeat again, would to God my mother

" had put me under ground, the moment I was

" born."

If the great outlines of this complaint be true, they ,

fully evince the deplorable condition of favage women ;

and that they are probable, fimilar inftanoes among

barbarous nations will not permit us to doubt.
« The
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•' The men," feys Commodore Byron, In his ac

count of the inhabitants of South America, " exercife
"

a mofl defpotic authority over their wives, whom
"

tliey confider in the fame view they do any other
"

part of their property, and difpofe of them accord-
"

'nff'y« Even their common treatment of them is
" cruel. For, though the toil and hazard of pro-
"

curing food lies entirely on the women, yet they are

"
not fuffered to touch any part of it, until the huf-

" band is fatisfied ; and then he affigns them their
"

portion, which is generally very fcanty, and fuch a

" he has not a ftomach for himfelf."

The Greenlanders, who live moftly upon feals,
think it fufficient to catch and bring them on fhore ;

and would almoft rather fubmit to Starve, than affift

their women in Skinning, dreffing, or dragging the

cumbrous animals home to their huts.

In fome parts of America, when the men kill any

game in the woods, they lay it at the root of a tree,
fix a mark there, and travelling until they arrive at

their habitation, fend their women to fetch it ; a tafk

which their own lazinefs and pride equally forbid.

Among many of the tribes of wandering Arabs,
the women are not only obliged to do every domeftic

and every rural work, but afro to feed, to drefs, and
faddle the horfes, for the ufe of their hufbands.
The Moorish women, befides doing all the fame

kinds of drudgery, are alfo obliged to cultivate the

fields, while their hufbands ftand idle fpectators of
the toil, or fleep inglorious beneath a neighbouring
Shade.

In Madura the hufband generally fpeaks to his
wife in the moft imperious tone ; while fhe with fear

and trembling approaches him, waits upon him while

at meals, and pronounces not his name, but with the

addition of every dignifying title fhe can devife. In

return tor all this fubmiflion, he frequently beats and

abufes
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abides her in the moft barbarous manner. Being
afked the reafon of fuch a behaviour, one of them an

fwered,
" As our wives are fo much our inferiors,

"

why fhould we allow them to eat and drink with
"

us ? Why fhould they not ferve us with whatever
"
we call for, and afterwards fit down and eat up

" what we leave ? If they commit faults, why fhould
"

they not fuffer correction ? It is their bufinefs only
"
to bring up our children, pound our rice, make our

"
oil, and do every other kind of drudgery, purpofes

"
to which only their low and inferior natures are

"

adapted."
In Several parts of America women are not fuffered

to enter into their temples, or join in their religious
aflemblies. In the houfes where the chiefs meet to

confult on the affairs of ftate, they are only permitted to
enter and feat themfelves on the floor on each fide of

the paffage.
The Circaffian cuftom of breeding young girls, on

purpofe to be fold in the public market to the higheft
bidder, is generally known. Perhaps, however, upon
minute examination, we Shall find that women are, in

fome degree, bought and fold in every country, whether

favage or civilized.
The following remark may very properly conclude

this chapter. As, among favages, we almoft con

stantly find women condemned to every fpecies of

flavifh drudgery ; fo we as ccnftantly find them emerg

ing from this ftate, in the fame proportion as we find

the men emerging from ignorance and brutality. The

rank, therefore, and condition in which we find wo

men in any country,, mark out to us with the greateft

precifion the exact point in the fcale of civil fociety,
to which the people of fuch country have arrived.

And, indeed, were their hiftory filent on every other

fubject, and only mentioned the manner in which they
treated
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♦rented their women, we Should from thence be ena-

h\ d to Form a tolerable judgment of the barbarity or

culture of their manner ■>.

.:■•: ..::-:■:>..:< <x>ocoooc<

CHAP. XII.

OF THE EASTERN WOMEN.

THE
womm of th.1 Eaft have, in general, always

exhibited the fame appearance. Their manners,

cuftoms, and faShions, unalterable like their rocks, have

Stood the teft of many re\olving ages. Though the

kingdoms of their country have -often changed mafters,

though they have fubmitted to the arms of almoft eve

ry invader, yet the laws by which their fex are go
verned and enflaved have never been revifed nor

amended.

Had the manners and oatoms of the Afiatic women

been fubject to the fame changes as they are in Eu

rope, we might have expected the fame changes in the

fentiments and writings of their men. But, as this is

n rt the cafe, we have reafon to prefume that the fen

timents entertained by Solomon, by the apocryphal
writers, and by the ancient Bramins, are the fen

timents of this day.
Though the confinement of women be an unlawful

exertion of fuperior power, yet it affords a proof that
the inhabitants of the Eaft are advanced fome d -

grees farther in civilization than mere lavages, who

have hardly any love, and confequently as little jea-
loufy.
This confinement is not verv rig'l in the empire

of the Mogul. It is, perhaps, lefs So in China, and

in J.quu hardly exifts.

E Though
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Though women are confined in the Turkifh empire,
they experience every other indulgence. They are

allowed, at Slated times, to go to the public baths ;

their apartments are riehlv, if not elegantly furnifhed ;

they have a train of female flaves to ferve and amufe

them ; and their peifons are adorned with every coflly
ornament which their fathers or hufbands can afford.

Notwithftanding the ftrictnefs of confinement in

Perfia, their women are treated with feveral indul

gences. They are allowed a variety of precious li

quors, of cojtly perfumes, and beautiful flaves; their

apartments are furnifhed with the moft elegant hang
ings and carpets; their perfons ornamented with the

fineft filks, and even loaded with the fparkling jewels
of the Eaft. But all thefe trappings, however elegant,
or however gilded, are only like the golden chains

fometimes made ufe of to bind a royal prifoner.
Solomon had a great number of queens and con

cubines ; but a petty Hindoo chief has been known to

have two thoufand women confined within the walls of

his harem, and appropriated entirely to his pleafure.

Nothing lefs than unlimited power in the hufband is

able to reflrain women fo confined, from the utmoft

diforder and confufion. They may repine in fecret,

but they muft clothe their features with chcerfulnefs

when their lord appears. Contumacy draws down on

them immediate punishment : they are degraded,
chaftifed, divorced, fhut up in dark dungeons, and

fometimes put to death.

Their perfons, however, are fo facred, that they muft

not in the leaft be violated, nor even looked at, by any
one but their hufbasds. This female privilege has given
an opportunity of executing many confpiracies. War

riors, in fuch vehicles as are ufually employed to carry

women, have been often conveyed, without examina

tion, into the apartments of the great ; from whence,
inftead cf ifluing forth in the fmiles of beauty, they

h?vc
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have rufh. 1 out in the terror of arms, and laid the

ty rants at their feet.

No flra'igcr is ever allowed to fee the women of

Hindoftan, nor can even brothers vifit their fifters in

pi-ivite. To be confcious of the existence of a man's

wives Seems a crime ; and he looks furly and ofl.nded,

if their health is enquired alter. In every country,

honour con fills in fomething upon which the polfeflbr
Sets the higheft value. This, with the Hindoo, is

the chaftity of hii wives ; a point without which he

mril not live.

In the midft of Slaughter and devait aticn, thmugh-
io' all the Eaft, the harem is a fanctua-y. Ruffians,

covered with the blood of a hufband, 'lirink back with

veneration f. >m the Secret apartment o: his wives.

At Conftantinople, when the fultan fends an order

to flrangle a ftate-criminal, and feiz.e on 1 is effects,

the officers who execute it enter not into the harem,

nor touch any thing belonging to the women.

Mr. Pope is very far from doing juftice to the fair

fex, wh.'n he fays—

"■ Moft women have no character at all."

The character, however, of the Afiatic hcKs cannot

be eafily afeet tair.ed. The narrow and limited fpheie
in which they move, almoSl entirely divefts them of

every characteristic distinction which arifes from

liberty and fociety. Shut up for ever in impenetrable
harem?, they can hardly be called creatures of the

world, having no intercourfe with it, and no ufe for

the focial and occonomical virtues which adorn its

citizens. Frugality and induftry are entirely out ot

their power. To the joys of friendship they are,

perhaps, entire ftrangers. The men treat |hem in

fuch a manner, that it is impoffible they can efteem

them. T'it women are their conilant rivalr. As

they
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they are not allowed to attend public worShip, they
can have no other religion than the Silent adoration of

the heart. With refpect to chaftity, the manner in

which they are difpofed of to their hufbands, and the

treatment they meet with from them, are the moft

unlikely methods in the world to make them famous

for that virtue.

Thofe females who are the leaft expofed to feel

the oppreffive effects of defpotifm, employ themfelves

in a manner well adapted to the fex. To the women

of Hindoftan we owe a great part of thofe works of

tafte, fo elegantly executed on the manufactures of the

iiaft; the beautiful colourings and exquifite defign-
icgs of their printed cottons ; all the embroidery, and

a part of that filligree work, which fo much exceeds

any thing in Europe. The deficiency of tafte, there

fore, with which we fo commonly charge them, does

not feem to be fo much a defect of nature, as of edu

cation. Brought up in luxurious indolence, excluded

from all the bufy fcenes of life, and, like children,

provided with all thofe things, the acquisition of which
tails forth the powers of the mind and body, they fel-

dom have any motive to exert themfelves ; but, when

fuch a motive exifts, they have often exhibited the

moft convincing proofs of their ability.
Every Turkifh feraglio and harem has a garden

adjoining to it, and in the middle of this garden a

large room, more or kfs decorated, according to the

wealth of the proprietor. Here the ladies fpend moft
of their time, with their attendant nymphs around

them, employed at their mufic, embroidery, or loom.
In thefe retreats, perhaps, they find more real pleafure
and enjoyment, than in the unbounded freedom of

Europe, where love, intereft, and ambition fo often

deftroy their peace; and where Scandal, with her

envenomed Shafts, too often Strikes equally at guilt
and innocence.

It
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It has long been a cuftom among the grandees of

Afia, to ciuertain ftory-tellers of both fexes, who liks

the bards of ancient Europe, divert them with tales,

and little histories, moftly on the fubject of bravery
and love. Thefe often amufe the women, and be

guile the cheerlefs hours of the harem, by calling up

images to their minds, which their eyes are for ever

debiired from feeing.
All their other amufements, as well as '.his, arc in

dolently voluptuous. They fpend a great part of

their time in lolling on filken fophas ; while a train of

female flaves, fcarcely left voluptuous, attend to Sing
to them, to fan them, and to rub their bodies ; an ex-

ercife which the ealtnan enjoy with a fort of placid

ecftafy as it promotes the circulation of their languid
blood.

They bathe themfelves in rofe-water, and other

bathes, prepared with the precious odours of the Eaft.

They perfume themfelves with coftly efiences, and

adorn their pcrion;, that they may pleafe the tyrant

with whom thty are obliged to li».'.

At the court of the Mo nil, women are frequently
admitted into a gallerv, with a curtain before them,

through which, without being feen, they can fee and

hear what paffes. It has fometimes happened that

the throne has been occupied by a woman, who, never

appearing in open court, iffued her inr.er.al mandates

from behind this curtain, like an invisible being, pro

ducing the greatest effects, whde the caufe of them

was wrapt in darknefs and obfeurity.

E 2 CHAP.
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C H A P. XIII.

OF THE CHINESE WOMEN.

OF
all the ether Afiatics, the Chinefe have, per

haps, the beft title to modefty. Even the men

wrap themfelves clofely up in their garments, and

itckon it indecent to difcover any more of their arms

and legs than is neceffary. The women, Still more

clofely wrapped up, never difcover a naked hand even

to their neareft relations, if they can poffibly avoid it.

Every part cf their drefe, eveiy part of their behaviour

is cr.Iculr.ied to preferve decency, and infpire refpect.
And, what adds the greateft luftre to their charms,
is that uncommon mode fly which appears in every

look, and in every action.

Charmed, no doubt, with fo engaging a deport
ment, the men behave to them in a reciprocal manner.

And, that their virtue may not be contaminated by
the neighbotnhcod of vice, the legiflature takes care

liiat no proftitutes fhall lodge within the walls of any
of the great cities of China.

Seme however fufpect whether this appearance of

ir.odcily be r.ny thing elfe than the cuftom of the coun

try ; and allege that, notwithstanding fo much feem-

ing decency and decorum, they have their peculiar
modes of intriguing, and embrace every poffible oppor

tunity of putting them in practice ; and that, in thefe

intrigues, they frequently fcruple not to Slab the para-
{} / ir they had invited to thtir arms, as the furcft

method of preventing detection and lefs of character.

Such relations, however, are not to be found in any of

our modern travellers, whofe veracity is moft to be

depended on. A few, perhaps, of the moft flagitious
may be guilty of fuch enormous crimes.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XIV.

OF THE WIVES OF THE INDIAN PRIESTS.

TH
E Bramin!-, or priefts of India, though, like

the reft of their countrymen, they confine their

women ; yet, by treating them with lenity and indul

gence, they fecure their virtue by attaching their

hearts.

Married to each other in their infancy, they have

the greateft veneration for the nuptial tie. Their mu

tual fondnefs increafes with their ftrength ; and, in

riper years, all the glory of the wives confifts in pleafing
their hufbands. This duty they confider as one of the

moft facred of their holy religion, and which the gods
will not fuffer them to neglect with impunity.
While the reft of the Hindoo women take every

opportunity to elude their keepers, thefe voluntarily
confine themfelves, at leaft from the company and con-

verfation of all Strangers, and in every refpect copy
that fimphcity of life and manners for which their

hufbands are fo remarkable.

CHAP. XV.

A comparison nrrwrEN the Mahometans and

DUTCH, WITH REGARD TO THEIR WOMEN.

" "TTT OMEN have naturally moft power," fays
V V an ingenious lady *,

** in thole countries
" where the laws relative to them are moft rigid ; and,

" wherever
• Airs. Kindcrfley.
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" wherever legislators have moft abridged their privi-
"

leges, their power is moft confefied."
If we take a flight view of the laws relative to the

fex amongft people of different characters, and th<»

cuftoms- which feem to throw light upon the fubject,
it will appear that women have often been, and Jlill
are, reitrained, confined, and fubjected to fevere laws,
in proportion to the greatnefs of their natural power ;

and that they are, by the laws and ufages, encouraged
and fupported in proportion to their want of it.

Of this fact, the laws and cuftoms of the Maho

metans in Afia reflecting women, and the laws and

manners relative to them amongft the people of Hol

land, are a fufficient proof.
A Mahometan places his fupreme delight in his

feraglio : his riches are bellowed in purchasing wo

men to fill it ; and, in proportion to his fortune,
his females are beautiful and numerous. In women

he places his chief amufement, his luxury, his prefent
happinefs, and future reward.

But this violent fondnefs for the fex, divided as it

is betwixt many favourites, informs him that other

men have the fame violent paffions. The beauties of

his feraglio, which delight him, he knows would de

light other men, could they obtain a fight of them.
Hence arife the Strict confinement of his women, the

guards of eunuchs, and every poflible bar to their be

ing vifible to other men. Hence it is, likewife, that,
when he receives any new beauty into his houfe, the
moft profound fecrecy is obferved. But he does net

always confine his wives and female flaves, becaufe he.

holds them in contempt : he guards their perfons, as

his moft valuable treafurts.

This extreme uxoiioufnefs of the men, is what gives-
the women their natural power over th^m ; and the

knowledge of. this power has caufed the men to efta-

biifh
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bliSh laws and cuftoms, to prevent in fome meafure its

effects.

Thefe laws prevent the women from having any

Share in government, debar them from entering the

mofques, from holding any land-;, or enjoying any for

tunes, independent of their hufbands or parents ; and,
in Short, give their lufbands an abfulute authority
over them.

In Holland, on the contrary, where the men are of

a phlegmatic difpofition, devoted to gain, enemies to

Lixury, prudent, felfiSh, and cold in their attachments

to the fex, the natural power of women muft confe-

qucntly be fr-.all. On this account, as th<.re is little

danger that the men will treat them with too much

kindnefs, or be feduccd by their allurements, the law:,

are calculated not to increufe, but to rcftrain the autho

rity of hufbands ; and the magistrates rind it neceffary
t'i i lpport the women in the piivileges the laws have

given them, by great attention to their complaints
Nevertheless, in Spite of the feverity of theMahometan

law-; rcfpectiiig women, and the lenity of the laws re-

Ipecting them in Holland, it appears that there have

been numbers of Mahometans (even men on whom the

fate of kingdoms has depended) who have given tnem-

ftl.es up to the entire direction of their female fa

vourites ; though it does not a-riear that Dutch huf

bands give up their intered thiouoli the influence of

their wr.cj.

Ti»e manners of Mahometan woiw o, ami the man

ners <><• Dutch women, are no k-fs different than the

laws bv which they are governed ; aisd, in both, the

difference arifes from the fame cauks.

As a Mnffulman procures wives and female Slave j

for his pleafure onlv, nothing is er.peeted in them but

youth and brant r, or, at "molt, the arts of finging and

dancing. They are too precious to be* fatigued by
cares. As their buiinefa ia only to make themfelves
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agreeable, they attire themfelves in the moft expenfr
-

dreffes, practife the moft becoming attitudes, and

throw their eyes with the moft bewitching languifh-
ment ; are feeble and indolent in their youth ; and

old age, which comes upon women early in their cli

mate, is fpent in jealoufy of their more youthful
rivals.

But, as a Dutch woman is expected to ferve, She at

tends to bufinef3, and neglects her p^rfon : She is

inelegant and robuft; her laughs are hearty, and her

expreifions coarfe.

A Dutchman defires in Lis wife an affiftar.t, a Stew

ard, a partner in his cares. She only expects to

be valued in proportion to her induftry and ccconon y :

As, therefore, the Mahometan women are e.;amplen of

the moft extreme indolence ; the Dutch women are re

markable for their application to bufinefs. Thus they
become of ron-fecuence in themfelves, as well as ufeful

in promoting the intereft of their huSbands, not only
by their dcmeitic cecoiaomy, but by their knowledge in

tra^.c. Tie wife, indeed, is very often both the

affiftant and the director of her hufband's affairs ; and

many unmarried women are very confide: able mer

chants.

But thovgh many of them, by their induftry and

application to bufinefs, gain a degree of confequence,
it is a confequence independent of their fex. It is not

the woman, but the merchant, who is confidered.

The women of Holland are under very little re-

ftraint, becaufe the Dutch are unacquainted with that

jealoufy which torments a Muffulman ; and can, with

out any uneafinefs, fee their wives carrying on bufinefs,
and Striking bargains, with the greatefl ftrangers.
In contraft to the myfterious fecrecy with which

a female is ufhered into a feraglio, the marriages cf

the Dutch are proclaimed long before they take place ;

and their courtfhips are carried on even without that

refervc
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rcfirrvc and delicacy obferved in the politer nations of

Europe.
In fpcaking of Holland, we muft be understood to

mean the bulk of the people. The few people of rank

are imitators of the French manners. Among thefe,
li jwever, the national character is vifible.

C II A P. XVI.

OF THE AFSUCAN WOMEN.

THE
Africans were formerly renowned for their

induftry in cultivating the ground, for their

trade, navigation, caravans, and ufeful arts. At prc-

fent tht y are remarkable for their idlenefs, ignorance,
fuperllition, treachery, and, above all, for their law-

leSs methods of robbing and murdering all the other

inhabitants of the globe.

Though they Still retain fome fenfe of their infamous

cliar.irhr, yet they do not choofe to reform. Their

priefls, therefore, endeavour to juftify them, by the

following flory :
"

Noah," fay they,
"
was no fooner

"

dead, than his three fons, the firft of whom was

"

w/'i.'r, the fecond tawny, and the third black, having
"

agreed upon dividing among them his goods and
"

poffeffions, fpent the greatefl part of the day in
"

Sorting them ; fo that they were obliged to adjourn
" the divilion till the next morning. Having flipped,
" and fmoked a friendly pipe together, they all went
"
to reft, each in his own tent. After a few hours

"

fleep, the white brother got up, feized on the gold,
"

lilvir, precious flones, and other things of the great -

'• til value, loaded the bell horfeswith them, and rode
"

aw^y to that country where his white pofterity
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u have been fettled ever fincc. The tawny, awaking
" foon after, and with the fame criminal intention,
"
was furprifed, when he came to the ftorehoufe, to

'* find that his brother had been beforehand with him.
**

Upon which, he haftily fecured the reft of the
" horfes and camels, and loading them with the belt
"

carpets, clothes, and other remaining goods, directed
" his route to another part of the world, leaving be-
" hind him only a few of the courfeft of the goods,
" and fome provifions of little value.
" When the third, or black brother, came next

"

morning, in the Simplicity of his heart, to make the
"

propofed divifion, and could neither find his bre-
"

thren, nor any of the valuable commodities, he eafily
"

judged that they had tricked him, and were by that
" time fled beyond any poffibility of a difcovery.
" In this moft afflicted fituation, he took his pipe,

c< and began to confider the moft effectual means of
"

retrieving his lofs, and being revenged on his per-
" fidious brothers.
" After revolving a variety cf fchemes in his mind,

" he at laft fixed upon watching every opportunity
" of making reprifals on them, and laying hold of

" and carrying away their property, as often as it
" Should fall in his way, in revenge for the lofs of that
"

patrimony of which they had fo unjuftly deprived
" him.
"

Having come to this refolution, he not only con-

" tinued in the practice of it all his life, but on his

" death-bed laid the ftrongeft injunctions on his de-
" fcendants to do fo, to the end of the world."

Some tribes of the Africans, however, when they
have engaged themfelves in the protection of a Stran

ger, are remarkable for fidelity. Many of them are

confpicuous for their temperance, hofpitahty, and fe-

veral other virtues.

Their
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Their women, upon the whole, are far from being
indelicate or unchaftc. On the banks of the Xig. r,

they are tolerably induftrious, have a considerable fhare

of vivacity, and at the fame time, a female referve,

which would do no difcredit to a politer country.

They are model!, aftable, and faithful ; an air of

innocence appears in their looks, and in their language,
which gives a beauty to their whole deportment.
When, from the Niger, we approach toward the

Eaft, the African women degenerate in Stature, com

plexion, fenfibility, and chaftity. Even their language,
like their features, and the foil they inhabit, is harfh

and difagreeable. Their pleafures refemble more the

tranfports of fury, than the gentle emotions communi

cated by agreeable fenfations.

Beyond the river Volta, in the country of Benin,

the women, though far from being famous for any of

the virtues, would not be difagreeable in their looks,

were it not for the abominable cullom of marking
their faces with fears, for the fame purpofes as our

European ladies lay on paint.
Though in few refpects better than favages, there is

a particular opinion all over this country, which tends

to humonize the mind. This is a firm perfuafion,
that, to whatever place they remove themfelves, or are

by any accident removed, thev Shall after death return

to their own country, which they confider as the moft

delightful in the univerfe.

This fond delulive hope not only foftens the flavery
to which they are often condemned in other countries,

but alfo induces them to treat fuch ftrangers as come

among them with much civility. They think they
are come there to enjoy paradife, and to receive the

revs .iid of virtuous actions done in other countries.

F C H A P.
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CHAP. XVII.

OF THE EFFECTS OF CHIVALRY ON THE CHARACTER

AND THE MANNERS OF WOMEN.

HISTORY
does not afford fo Singular a revolu

tion in policy and manners, as that which fol

lowed the fubverfion of the Roman empire.
It is to the barbarians, who fpread conflagration and

ruin, who trampled on the monuments of art, and

fpurned the appendages of elegance and plcafure, that
we owe the bewitching fpirit of gallantry which in

thefe ages of refinement, reigns in the courts of Eu

rope. That fyftem, which has made it a principle of
honour among us to confider the women as fovereigns ;
which has partly formed our cuftoms, our manners,

and our policy ; which has exalted the human cha

racter, by foftening the empire of force ; which mingles
politenefs with the ufe of the fword ; which delights in

protecting the weak, and in conferring that impor
tance which nature or fortune have denied— that

fyftem was brought hither from the frozen Sliores of

the Baltic, and from the favage forefts of the North.

The nothern nations, in general, paid a great re-

fpect to women. Continually employed in hunting or

in war, they condefcended only to foften their fero

city in the prefence of the fair. Their forefts were

the nurferies of chivalry :- beauty was there the re

ward of valour.

A warrior, to render himfelf worthy of his miftrefs,
went in fearch of glory and of danger. Jealoufy pro
duced challenges. Single combats, inftituted by love,
often Slained with blood the woods and the borders of

the lakes; and the fword afcertained the rights of

Venus as well as of Mars.

Let
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Let us not be furprifed at thefe manners. Among
men'wh > have made few advances in civilization, but

who are ali\ ady united in large bodies, women have

naturally the greateft fway. Society is then Suffi

ciently cultivated to have introduced the ideas of pre

ference and of choice, in the connedtion lictween the

S'cxci, which feem to be little regarded, if at all known,

among faviges. It is however t«>o ri'de to partake of

that II t' of effeminacy, in which the fenfes are en

feebled ar;l the ;.lle. turns w^rn out by hab't.

People but little removed from barbarifin, in the

perfection of their annual pnv.d: , and ignorant of all

thofe aiii.iciil p'.cafur * created by the wants of po-

lilhc 1 life, feci more ct.jniiitel/ the ;;1 afurea of "aturc,

and the genuine emotions of man. T'aey miinde even

vrit'i their lave a kind of adoration tr> the female fex.

Several of the nc'liern nations imagined that wo

men cjihl look into fnturity, arid that they had abort

then an inconceivable fomething appr inching to di

vinity. Perhaps that idea was only the effect of tl."

fagacity common to the fex, and the advan*a;;c which

their nitural addrefs gave them over rough and fimple
warn'oi-. Perhaps, alfo, thole barbarians, fu prifed at

th." influence which beauty has over force, were le 1 to

n'cribe to S"..iprr.iat'.:ral attrnetior. a charm which they
could not comprehend.
A belief, however, that the Deity communicates

himfelf more readily to women, has at one time or

other prevailed in every quarter of the earth : not

only the Germans and the Britons, but all the people
if Scandinavia, were poffeffed of it. Among the

Greeks, women delivered the oacles. The refpect
which the Romans paid to the Sibyls is well known.

The Jews had th.ir propheteffes. The predictions of
the Egyptian women obtained much credit at Rome,

even under the emperors. And, in the moft barbarous

nations, all things that ha\e the appearance of being
fupernatural,
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fupernatura!, the myfteries of religion, the fecrets of

phyfic, and the rites of magic, are in the poffeffion of

the women.

The barbarians who over-ran Europe carried their

opinions along with their arms. A revolution in the

manner of living muft therefore foon have taken place.
The climates of the north required little referve be

tween the fexes ; and, during the invafions from that

quarter, which continued for three or four hundred

years, it was common to fee women mixed with war

riors.

By aflbciating with a corrupted people, who had

all the vices of former profperity, along with thofe of

prefent adverfity, the conquerors weie not likely to

imbibe more fevere ideas. Hence we fee thofe fons

of the north, in fofter climates, uniting the vices of

refinement to the ftatelinefs of the warrior, and the

pride of the barbarian.

They embraced Chriftianity ; but it rather modified

than changed their character : it mingled itfelf with

their cuftoms, without altering the genius of the

people.
Thus, by degrees, were laid the foundations of new

manners, which, in modern Europe, have brought the
two fexes more (;n a level, by affigning to the women a

kind of fovereignty, and aflbciating love with valour.

The tiue xra of chivalry was the fourteenth century.
That civil and military inttitution took its rife from a

train of circumftances, and the native bent of the new

inhabitants.

Shattered by the fall of the empire, Europe had

not yet arrived at any degree of confiftcncy. After

five hundred years, nothing was fixed. From the

mixture of Chriftianity with the ancient cuftoms of

the barbarians, fprung a continual difcord in manners.

From the mixture of the rights of the priefthood with

thofe of the empire, fprung a difcord in laws and

politics.
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politics. From the mixture of the rights of fove-

rcigns with thofe of the nobility, fprung a difcord in

government. Anarchy and confufion were the refult

of fo many contrails.
# ...

Chriftianitv, which had now loft much of its original

influence, like a feeble curb, was Hill fufficient to re

strain the weak paffions, but was no longer able to

bridle the Strong. It produced remurfe, but could

not prevent guilt.
The people of thofe times made pilgrimages, and

they pillaged: they maffacred, and they afterwards

did penance. Robbery aid licentioufnefs were blend

ed with fuperftition.
It was in this acra that the nobility, idle and warlike,

from a fentiment of natural equity, and that uncafinefs

wli-'cli follows tlu* perpetration of violence, from the

double motive of religion and of heroifm, affociated

themfelves together to effect, in a body, what govern
ment had neglected, or but poorly executed.

Their object was to combat the Moors in Spain,
the Saracens in Afia, the tyrants of the eaftles and

Strong i^lls in Germany and in France; to afi'ure

the Safety of travellers, as Hercules and Tbcleir, did

of old ; and, above all things, to defend the honour

and protect the rights of the feeble fex, againft the

too frequent villany and oppreflion of the rl>ong.
A noble fnirit of gal1.mi try foon mingled itfelf wuh

that institution. Every knight, in devoting himfelf to

dinger, litted himfelf under Some lady as his fovereign:

it was for her that he attacked, for her that he de

fined, for her that he mounted the walls of cities ar.d

id eaftles, and for her honour that he Shed his blood.

Em ope was only one large field of battle, where

warriors clad in armour, and adorned with t:.e rib

bands and with the ciphers of their miftreiks, cn-

L"-"ed in dofc light to meiii the Liv^r oi beauty.
b •> °

y , F.dchty
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Fidelity was then affociated with courage, and love

was infeparably connected with honour.

The women, proud of their fway, and of receiving
ft it from the hands of virtue, became worthy of the

great actions of their lovers, and reciprocated paffions
as noble as thofe they infpired. An ungenerous choice

debafed them. The tender fentiment was never felt,

but when united with glory : and the manners breathed

an inexpreffible fomething of pride, heroifm, and ten-

dernefs, which was altogether aftonifhing.
Beauty, perhaps, never exercifed fo fweet or fo

powerful an empire over the heart. Hence thofe con-

ftant paffions which our levity cannot comprehend,
and which our manners, our little weakneffes, our

perpetual thirft of hopes and defires, our liftlefs anxiety
that torments us, and which tires itfelf in purfuit of
emotion without pleafure, and of impulle without

aim, have often turned into ridicule on our theatres, in

our converfations, and in our fives.

But it is neverthelefs true, that thofe paffions, fof-

tered by years, and roufed by obftacles ; where refptdt
kept hope at a diftance ; where love, fed only by Sacri

fices, facrificed itfelf unceafingly to honour—reinvigo-
ratcd the characters and the fouls of the two fexes ;

gave more energy to the one, and more elevation to

the other ; changed men into heroes ; and infpired the

women with a. pride which was by no means hurtful to

virtue.

CHAP,
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CHAP. XVIII.

THE OPINION OF TWO MODERN AUTHORS CONCERN

ING CHIVALRY.

TH
E fcntiments of two late writers of high re

putation corroberate this account of the origin
and progrefs of chivalry.
" The fyftem of chivalry, when completely formed,"

fays profeffor l'ergufon,
"

proceeded on a marvellous

refpect and veneration to the fair fex, on forms of com

bat cflablilhcd, and on a fuppofed junction of the he

roic and fanctiiied character. The formalities of the

duel, and a kind of judicial challenge, were known

among the ancient Celtic nations of Europe. The

Germans, even in their native forefts, paid a kind of

devotion to the female fex. The chriftian religion
enjoined ineekiufs and compaffion to barbarous ages.

** Thefe different principles, combined togethe •,

may have ferved as the foundation of a fyftem, in which

courage was directed by religion and love, and the

warlike and gentle were united together. When the

characters of the hero and the faint were mixed, the

mild fpirit of Chriftianity, though often turned into

venom by the bigotry of oppofite parties ; though it

coidd not always fubdue the ferocity of the warrior,
nor fupprefs the admiration of courage and force ;

may have confirmed the apprehensions of men, in

what was to be held meritorious and fplendid, in the

conduct of their quarrels.
" The feudal eitablilhments, by the high rank to

which thev elevated certain families, no doubt greatly
favoured this romantic fyftem. Not only the lufture

of a noble defcent, but the Stately caftle befet with

battlements and towers, ferved to inflame the imagi
nation,
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nation, and to create a veneration for the daughter
and the fitter of gallant chiefs, whofe point of honour

it was to be inaccefiible and chafte ; and who could

perceive no merit but that of the high-minded and

the brave, nor be approached in any other accents than

thofe of gentlenefs and refpect."
Profeffor Millar, in his Obfervations concerning the

Distinction of Ranks in Society, gives the following
fenfible and pleafing account of chivalry :

" From the

prevailing fpirit of the times, the art of war became

the ftudy of every one who was defirous of maintain

ing the character of a gentleman. The youth were

early initiated in the profeffion of arms, and ferved a

fort of apprenticeship under perfons of rank and ex

perience.
" The young fquire became in reality the fervant

of that leader to whom he had attached himfelf, and

whofe virtues were fet before him as a mode which he

propofed to imitate.
" He was taught to perform, with eafe and dex

terity, thofe exercifes which were either ornamental or

ufeful ; and, at the fame time, he endeavoured to ac

quire thofe talents and accomplifhments which were

thought fuitable to his profeffion.
" He was taught to look upon it as his duty to check

the infolent, to reftrain the oppreffor, to protect the
weak and defencelefs ; to behave with franknefs and

humanity even to an enemy, with modefty and polite-
nefs to all.

"

According to the proficiency which he h id made,
he was propoi tionably advanced in rank and character.

He was honoured with new titles and marks of dif-

tin&ion, till at length he arrived at the dignity of

knighthood. This dignity even the greateft poi.cn-
tates were ambitious of acquiring, as it was fuppofed
to distinguish a perfon who had obtained the moft

complete nnlitary education, aud who had attained to

a high
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a high degree of eminence in thofe particular quali
ties which were then univerfally admired and re-

fpectrd. .

" The fituation of mankind in thofe periods had

alfo a manifcil tendency to heighten and improve the

paffion between the fexes.
" It was not to be expected that thofe opulent

chiefs, who were fo often at variance, and who main

tained a constant oppofition to each other, would

allow any foi t of familiarity to take place between the

members of their refpe&ive families. Retired in their

own eaftles, and furrounded by their numerous vaffals,

they looked upon their neighbours either as inferior

to them in rank, or as enemies againft whom they

were obliged to be constantly upon their guard. They
behaved to each other with that ceremonious civility

which the laws of chivalry requited ; but, at the fame

time, with that referve and caution which a regard to

their own fafety made it neceffary for them to obferve.

" The young knight, as he marched to the tourna

ment, fa.v at a dillauce the daughter of the chieftain by
whom the Show was exhibited ; and it was even with

difficulty that he could obtain accefs to her, in order

to declare the fentiments with which She had in

fpired him. He was entertained by her relations with

that cold refpect which demonstrated their unwilling.
nefs to contract an alliance with him. The lady her

felf was taught to affume the pride of her family, and

to think that no perfon was worthy of her affection,

who did not poffefs the moft exalted rank and character.

To have given way to a hidden inclination, would

have difgraced her for ever in the opinion of all her

kindred ; and it was only by a long courfe of atten

tion, and of the molt refpectful fervice, that the lover

could hope for any favour from his miftrefs.
" The barbarous Slate of the country at that time,

and the it jury to which the inhabitants, efpecially
;

thofe
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thofe of the weaker fex, were frequently expofed,

gave ample fcope for the difplay of military talents ;

and the knight who had nothing to do at home was

encouraged to wander from place to place, and from

one court to another, in quell of adventures. Thus

he endeavoured to advance his reputation in arms,

and to recommend himfelf to the fair cf whom he

was enamoured, by fighting with every perfon who

was fo inconfiderate as to difpute her unrivalled beauty,
virtue, or perfonal accomplifhments.
" As there were many perfons in the fame fituation,

fo they were naturally infpired with fimilar ferti-

ments. Rivals to one another in military glory, they
were often competitors, as Milton expreffeth it, to

win her grace whom all commend ; and the fame emu

lation which difpofed them to aim at pre-emince in one

refpect, excited them with no lefs eagernefs to difpute
the preference in the other. Their difpofitions and

manner of thinking became fafhionable, and were

gradually diffufed by the force of education and ex

ample.
" To be in love was looked upon as one of the

neceffary qualifications of a knight ; and he was no

lefs ambitious of fnewing his conftancy and fidelity to

his miitrefs, than of difplaying his military vn tuea.

He affumed the title of her Slave and fervant. By this

he distinguished himfelf in every conflict in which he

was engaged ; and his fuccefs was fuppofed to redound

to her honour, no lefs than to his own. If She had

bellowed upon him a prefent to be worn in the field

of battle, in token of her regard, it was confidered as

a fure pledge of victory, and as laying upon him the

ftrongeft obligation to act in fuch manner as would

render him worthy of the favour which he had re

ceived.
" The fincere and faithful paffion, the diftant fen-

timental attachment which commonly occupied the

heart
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fccart of every warrior, and which he pofleffed upoft
all occafions, was naturally productive of the utmoft

purity of manners, and of great refpect and venerati

on for the female fex.

" Pcrfons who made a point of defending the re

putation and dignity of that particular lady to whom

they were devoted, became thereby extremely cautious

and delicate, left, by any inftnuation whatever, they
fhould hurt the character of another, and be expofed
to the juft cenfure and refentment of thofe by whom

fhe was protected.
" A woman who deviated fo far from the efta-

blilhed maxims of the age, as to violate the laws of

chaftity, was indeed deferted by every body, and was

therefore univerfally condemned and infulted. But

thofe who adhered to the Slrict rules of virtue, and

maintained an unhlemiShed reputation, were treated

like beings of a fuperior order."
Such was the fpirit of chivalry. It gave birth to

an incredible number of performances in honour and

in praife of women. The verfes of the bards, the

Italian fonnet, the plaintive romance, the poems of

chivalry, the Spanifh and French romances, were fo

many monuments of that kind, compofed in the time

of a noble barbarifm, and of a heroifm, in which the

great and ridiculous were often blended.

Thefe compofitions, all once fo much celebrated,
arc only calculated to gratify a vain curiofity. They
may be compared to the ruins of a Gothic p. 1 ice.

They have, in general, the fame foundation ; and the

praifes in the one are as uniform as the apartments in

the other. All the women are prodigies of beauty,
and miracles of virtue.

In the courts, in the fields of battle or of tourna

ment, every thing breathed of women. The fame

tafte prevailed in letters. One did not write, one did

not think, but for them. The fame man was often

both
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both poet and warrior. He fung with his lyre, and
encountered with his lance, by turns, for the beauty
that he adored.

X ■■■ :X>CC<><X><>::sOO-C><>0<'.-<

CHAP. XIX.

OF THE GREAT ENTERPRISES OF WOMEN IN THE

TIMES OF CHIVALRY.

THE
t'mes and the manners ofchivalry, by br'nging

great enterprifes, bold adventures, and I know

not what of extravagant heroifm into faShion, infpired
the women with the fame tafte.

The two fexes always imitate each other. Their

manners and their minds are refined or corrupted, in

vigorated or diffolved together.
The women, in confequence of the prevailing paf-

fion, were now feen in the middle of camps and of

armies. They quitted the foft and tender inclinati

ons, and the delicate offices of their own fex, for

the courage, and the toilfome occupations of ours.

During the crufades, animated by the double en-

thufiafm of religion and of valour, they often perform
ed the moft romantic exploits. They obtained indul

gences on the fitld of battle, and died with arms in

their hands, by the fide of their lovers, or of th-ir
hufbands.

In Europe, the women attacked and defended for

tifications Princeffes commanded their annies, and

obtained victories.

Such was the celebrated Joan de Mountfort, dif-

puting for her duchy of Bretagne, and engaging the

enemy herfelf.

Such
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Such was the Still mem- celebrated Mrr-rrrt of

Anjou, queen
of England, and wife of Henry \ I.

She was active and intrepid, a general and a foldier.

Her genius for a long time fupportcd her feeble hul-

band, taught him to conquer, replaced lnm upon the

throne, twice relieved him from prifon, and, though

nppreffed by fortune and by rebels,
fhe did not yield, till

flic had decided in perfon tvulvc battles.

The warlik fpirit among the women, co.ififtent

with ages of barbarifm,
when every thing is impetuous

becaufe nothing is fixed, and when all excefs is the

excels of force, continued in Europe upwards of four

hundred years, (hewing itfelf from time to time, and

always in the middle of convulsions, or on the <;\e of

great revolution-:.

But there were aeras and countries, in which that

fpirit appeared with particular luftre. Such were the

d'.play, it made in the fifteenth and Sixteenth cen

turies in Hungary, and in the iQanls vf the Archi

pelago and the Mediterranean, when they were in

vaded by the Turks.

Every thing confpircd to animate the women of

thofe countries with an exalted courage : the prevail

ing fpirit of the foregoing ages ; the terror which the

name of the Turks infpired ; the ftill mure dreadful

apprehenfions of «n u known enemy ; the difference

of drefs, which has a ftronger effeH than u commonly

fuppofed on the imagination of a people ; the differ

ence of religion, which produced a kind of facred

horror ; the ftriking difftrerce of manners ; and,

above all, the confinement of the female fex, which

prefentcd to the women of Europe not lung- but the

frightful kleas of fervitude and a matter ; the groans of

honour, the tears <-f beauty in the embrac. of barba

rifm, and the double tyranny of love and pri 'e!

The contemplation of thefe objects, accordingly,
roufed in the hearts of the women a refolute courage to

G defend
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defend themfelves ; nay, fometimes even a courage of

enthufiafm, which hurled itfelf againft the enemy.—

That courage, too, was augmented, by the promifes
of a religion, which offered eternal happinefs in ex

change for the fufferings of a moment.

It is not therefore furprifing, that, when three beauti
ful women of the ifle of Cyprus were led prifoners to

Selim, to be fecluded in the feraglio, one of them, pre
ferring death to fuch a condition, conceived the project
of fetting fire to the magazine ; and, after having com

municated her defign to the reft, put it in execution.

The year following, a city of Cyprus being befieged
by the Turks, the women ran in crowds, mingled them
felves with the foldiers, and, fighting gallantly in the

breach, were the means of faring their country.
Under Mahomet II. a girl of the ifle of Lemnos,

armed with the fword and Shield of her father, who had

fallen in battle, oppofed the Turks, when they had

forced a gate, and chafed them to the Shore.

In Hungary the women distinguished themfelves

miraculoufly in a number of fieges and battles againft
the Turks. A woman of TranSylvania, in different

engagements, is faid to have killed fix janiffaries with
her own hand.

In the two celebrated fieges of Rhodes and Malta,
the women, feconding the zeal of the knights, difco-
vered upon all accafions the greateft intrepidity ; not

only that impetuous and temporary impulfe which de-

fpifes death, but that cool and deliberate fortitude

which can fupport the continued hardships, the toils,

and the miferies of war.

CHAP.
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C H A P. XX.

f.ltllR CURIOUS PARTICULARS COV'CKRNING FE-

M.U BS IN THOSE AGFS.

WIMLE
ChaiLifagre fwayed the fe-.-.-'re in

France, confeffion was confidered a:, S-; abfo-

htely neceffary to falvaticn, that, in feveral cafes, and

p:ut:\ uhuly at the print of death, where
no prieft or

man could be had, it was by the church allowed to be

made to a woman.

In the fit eath century, it was no
uncommon thing

fin church livings, the revenues of abbeys, and even of

bishopries, to be given away
with young ladies as a

[H-iiion.
Tims women exercifed a kind of facerdotal function :

and, though they did not actually officiate at the al

tar, tlu y enjoyed—what many of the prieils themfelves

would have been glad of—the emoluments of the altar,

without the drudgery of its fervice.

In pofleiior ages, women have crept ftill father into

the offices of the church. The christians of Circaffia

allow their nuns to administer the facrament of baptifm.
When any material difference happened between nri.i

and man, or when one accufed another of a crime, the

decision, according to an ancient cuftom established

by law, was to be by a fingle combat, or the ordeal

trial. From both which ridiculous ways of appealing
to luaven, women were exempted.

When a man had faid any thing that reflected disho
nour on a wvv.nn, or acciifed her of a crime, (lie was not

cblir,cd to fight him to prove her innocence: the

co"tb.it would have been unequal. But flic might choofe

a champion to firiit in her caufe, or expofe himfelt to

I he horrid trial, in order to clear her reputation. Such

champions were generally ft let led from her lovers or

friends.
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friends. But if fhe fixed upon any other, fo high was

the fpirit of martial glory, and fo eager the thirft of

defending the weak and helplefs fex, that we meet with
no inftance of a champion ever having refufed to fight
fof, or undergo whatever cuftom required in defence of,
the lady who had honoured him with the appointment
To the motives rdready mentioned, we may add ano

ther. He who had refufed, muft inevitably have been

branded with the name of coward : and, fo defpicable
was the condition of a coward, in thofe times of gene
ral heroifm, that death itfelf appeared the more prefer
able choice. Nay, fuch was the rage of fighting for

women, that it became cuftomary for thofe who could

not be honoured with the decifion of their real quar

rels, to create fictitious ones concerning them, in order

to create alfo a neceffity of fighting.
Nor was fighting for the ladies confined to fingle

combatants. Crowds of gallants entered the hits

againft each other. Even kings called out their fub-

jects, to Shew their love to their miftreffes, by cutting
the throats of their neighbours, who had not in the

leaft offended.

Iu the fourteenth century, when the countefs of

Blois and the widow of Mountfort were at war againft
each other, a conference was agreed to, on pretence of

fettling a peace, but in reality to appoint a combat.—

Inftead of negociating, they foon challenged each other;
and Beaumanoir, who was at the head of the Britons,

publicly declared J;hat thev fought from no other mo

tive, than to fee, by the victory, who had the faireft

miftrefb.

In the fifteenth century, we find an anecdote of this

kind ftill more extraordinary. John, duke de Bour-

bonnois, published a declaration, that he would go over

to England, with Sixteen knights, and there fight it
out, in order to avoid idlenefs, and merit the good
graces of hw nuftreis.

James
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James IV. of Scotland having, in all tournaments,

profeffed himfelf knight to queen Anne of France, fhe

fummoned him to prove himfelf
her true a.id valorous

champion, by taking the field in her defence, agai..lt

his brother in law, Henry VIII. of England. He

obeyed the romantic mandate ; and the two nations

bled to feed the vanity of a woman.

Warriors, when ready to engage,
invoked the aid of

their miilreffes, as poets do that of the
Mufes. If they

fought valiently, it reflected honour on the Dulcineas

they adored ; but if they turned their backs on their

enemies, the poor ladies were difhonourcd
for ever.

Love was, at that time, the moft prevailing motive

to fighting. The famous Gallon de Foix, who com-

manded the French troops at the battle of Ravenna,

took advantage of this foible of his army. He rode

bom rank to rank, calling his officers by name, and even

fome of his private men, recommending to them their

country, their honour, and, above all,
to Shew what they

could do for the love of their miilreffes.

The women of thofe ages, the reader may imagine,
were certainly more completely happy than in any

other period of the world. This, however, was net

in reality the cafe.

Cuftom, which governs rH things with the moft

abiolute fway, had, through a Icaig iricceffion of years,

given her function to fuch combats as were umkv

taken, either to defend the innocence, or difplay the

beauty of women. Cuftom, there ic-ie, either obliged
a man to fight for a woman who defircd him, or

marked the refufal with infamy and difgrace. But

cuflom did not oblige him, in eveiy other part of Iv-s

conduit, to behave to this woman, or to the fex in

general, with that refpect and pohtenefs wh.eh Lave

happily distinguished the character of more modern

l line p.

G 2 Th.
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The fame man who would thave encountered giants,
or gigantic difficulties,

" when a lady was in the
"

cafe," had but little idea of adding to her happinefs,
by fupplying her with the comforts and elegancies of
life. And, had fhe aSked him to ftoop, and eafe her

of a part of that domeftic Slavery which, almoft in

every countiy, falls to the lot of women, he would

have thought himfelf quite affronted.

But befides, men had nothing elfe, in thofe ages,
than that kind of romantic ga;lantry to recommend

them. Ignorant of letters, arts, and fciences, and

every thing that refines human nature, they were, in

every thing where gallantly was not concerned,

rough and unpolished in their manners and behaviour.

Their time was fpent in drinking, war, gallantry, and
idknefs. In their houre of relaxation, they were but

little in company with their women ; and when they
were, the indelicacies of the caroufal, or the cruelties

of the field, were almolt the only fubjects they had to

talk of

From the fubverfion of the Roirr.n empire, to the

fourteenth or fifteenth century, women fpent moft of

their time alone. They were almoft entire ftrangers
to the joys of focial life. They feldom went abroad,

but to be fpectators of fuch public diverfions and

amufements as the faShion of the times countenanced.

Francis I. was the firft monarch who introduced thtm

on public days to court.

Before his time, nothing was to be feen at any
of the courts of Europe, but long-bearded politicians,
plotting the deftructiou of the rights and liberties of

mankind ; and warriors clad in complete armour, ready
to put their plots in execution.

In the eighth century, fo flarifh was the condition

of women on the one hand, and fo much war, beauty
coveted on the other, that, for about two hundred

years, the kings of Auftria were obliged to pay a tri

bute
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bate to the mores, of one hundred beautiful virgins
per annum.

In the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, elegence
had fcarctly any exiftence, and even cleanlinefs was

hardly confidered as laudable. The ufe of linen was

not known ; and the moft delicate of the fair fex wore

woollen Shifts.

In the time of Henry VIII. the peers of the realm

carried their wives behind them on horfeback, when

they went to London ; and, in the fame manner, took

them back to their country feats, with hoods of waxed

linen over their heads, and wrapped in mantles of cloth,
to fecure them from the cold.

There was one misfortune of a fingidar nature, to

which women were liable in thofe days : they
were in perpetual danger of being accufed of witch

craft, and fuffering all the cruelties and indignities of
a mob, instigated by fuperftition and directed by en-

thufiafm ; or of being condemned by laws, which

were at once a difgrace to humanity and to fenfe.

Even the bloom of youth and beauty could not fecure

them from torture and from death. But when age

and wrinkles attacked a woman, if any thing un

common happened in her neighbourhood, fhe was al

moft fure of atoning with her life, for a crime it was

:iinpoflible for her to commit.

CHAP. XXI.

OF THE ARABIAN WOMEN.

TH
E confequence of the women in Arabia was

annihilated by Mahomet. But before his time

ih< v feem to have poffeffed privileges hardly inferior

to
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to thofe with which they are honoured in the poKteft
countries of Europe.
The law gave them a right to independent pro

perty, either by inheritance, by gift, or by marriage
fettlement. The wife had a regular dower, and an

annual allowance, which fhe might difpofe of in her

life-time, or at her death.

To the fortune he received with his wife Cadhiga,
who carried on an extenfive trade to Spain and Syria,
Mahomet himfelf was indebted for the origin of his

wealth and of his grandeur.
While his feet was increasing, the women of rank

took an active part both in civil and military affairs.

Several of them ftrongly oppofed all his innovations.

Henda, accompanied by fifteen other ladies of dis

tinction, contributed to his defeat at the battle of

Ohod. After his death, Ayefha, one of his widows, by
her influence and addrefs, raifed her father Abubeker

to be the fucceffor of her hufband.

But the religion which taught that women were

only mere objects of pleafure, and the maxims which

dictated tVat they fhould be guarded for that par
ticular purpofe, now becoming general, in little more

than a century they feem to have dwindled from

creatures of importance, to beings oidy confecrated to

dalliance and love.

Such were the confequences of Mahometifm. But

no innovation that could happen in the ages in which

it was introduced, need much furprife us. The

politics of the Arabians were then regulated by no

fixed principles. Their religion had difgufted the

mind with idle articles of belief, and improbable fic

tions. This was not the cafe in Arabia only : human

nature, as was before obfei ved, feemed every where in

a ftate of wavering and imbicihty. In Europe it en

deavoured to blend the meek and forgiving fpirit of
the religion of Jefus, with the fierce and intolerant

fpirit
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fpirit of war and bloodflied ; and the fame tender fen

timent which bound a lover to bis miftrefs, inftigated
him, in the moft favage manner, to cut the throats

of all thofe who openly profeffed either to love or

hate her.

CHAP. XXII.

ON THE LEARNING OF WOMEN.

WHEN
chivalry began to decline in Europe,

it left behind it a tincture of romantic gal

lantry in the manners, which communicated itfelf to

the works of imagination.
Many verfes were then written, expreffive of paf

fions either real or feigned, but always refpe&ful and

tender. In France, where the diflipated nobility fpent
their life in war, love was generally painted under the

idea of conqueft. In Italy, where another fet of ideas

prevailed, it was always reprefented as an adoration or

worlhip.
Thi;, confufion of religion and gallantry, of plato-

nifm and poetry, of the ttudy of the languages and of

the laws, of the ancient philofophy and the modern

theology, formed the gent rid character of the moft

illullrious men of thofe times. The fame obfervation

may be extended to the moft celebrated women.

Never were the women fo univerfally distinguished
for profound learning, as in this period. Perhaps, as

it followed the ages of chivalry, when feveral women

had difputed with men the prize of valour, being de

sirous to cftablifh the equality of their fex in all things,

thev were ambitions to prove that they had as much

genius
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genius as courage ; :.-nd to fubject, even by their ta-

lents, thofe over whom they reigned by their beauty.
The general fpirit of this period is worthy of ob-

fervation.

We might then have feen women preaching, and

mixing themfelves in controversies ; women occupy

ing the chairs of philofophy and of juftice ; women

haranguing in Latin before the pope ; women writ

ing in Greek, and Studying Hebrew. Nuns were

poeteffes, and women of quality divines. And young

girls, who had Studied eloquence, would, with the

fweeteft countenances, and the moft plaintive voices

in the world, go, and pathetically exhort the pope
and the Chriftian princes to declare war againft the

Turks.

The religious fpirit, which has animated women in

all ages, fhewed itfelf at this time ; but it changed its

form. It had made them, by turns, martyrs, apoftles,
warriors, and concluded in making them divines and

fcholars.

An incredible value was ftill fet on the ftudy of

languages. In private families, in the convents, in

the courts, and even upon thrones, the fame tafte

reigned. It was but a poor qualification for a woman

to read Virgil and Cicero. The mouth of a young

Italian, Spanifh, or Britifh lady feemed adorned with

a particular grace, when fhe repeated fome Hebrew

phrafe, or thundered out fome verfes of Homer.

Poetry, fo charming to the imagination and to

fufceptible hearts, was embraced with ardour by the

women. It was a new and pleafing exertion of ta

lents, which flattered felf-love, and amufed the mind.

Perhaps, too, that want which they experienced, even

without fufpecting it, in a fubtle philofophy, an ab

stract theology, and an empty ftudy of dialects and of

founds, would make them more fenfible to the charms

of
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of an art, which continually feeds the imagination
with its images, and the heart with its fentiments.

I (hall particularize a few of the women who

were moft celebrated for their learning and talents

in that period.
In the thirteenth century, a young lady of Bologna

devoted herfelf to the Study of the Latin language,
and of the l.iv.s. At the age of twenty-three, fhe

pronounced a funeral oration in Latin in the great
cluirch of Bologna ; and, to be admitted as an or tor,

fhe had neither need of indulgence, on account of her

youth, nor of her fex. At the age of twenty-fix, (he
took the degree of a doctor of laws, and began pub
licly to expound the Institutions of JuSlinian. At

the age of thirty, her great reputation raifed her to

a chair, where fhe taught the law to a prodigious con-
courfe of lcholars from all nations. She joined the

charms ai 1 accomplishments of a woman to all the

knowledge of a man. But fuch was the power of her

eloquence, that her Icauty was only admired when her

tongue was filent.

In the fourteenth century, a like example was ex

hibited in that city. In the Sifteenth centurv, the

fame prodigy appeared there a third time. And,
even at this day, in the city of Bolor.ua, there is ftill

a learned chair filled with honour by a woman.

At Venice, in the courfe of the fixteenth century,
two celebated women attract our notice. The one

*

compofed fuccefsfully a great number of pieces in

verfe, fer.'ous, comic, heroic, and tender ; and fome

po/forals, which were much adnri ed. The other f,
who was one of the moft learned women of Italy,
wrote equally well the three languages of Honur,

Virgil, and Dante, and in verfe as well as in profe.
She pcffeffcd all the philofophy of her own, and of

the

•

Modefta di Pozzo di Zori.

f Caflandra Fidclc.
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the preceding ages. By her graces, fhe even embel-

lifhed theology. She fupported thefes with the great
eft luftre. She gave public lectures at Padua. She

joined to her ferious ftudies the elegant arts, particu
larly mufic ; and foftened her learning ftill farther by
her manners. She received homage from fovereign
pontiffs and fovereign princes ; and, that fhe might
be Angular in all things, fhe lived upwards of a century.
At Verona, Iffotta Nogarolla acquired fo great a

reputation by her eloquence, that kings were curious to
liften, and fcholars to attend, to hear, and to fee.

At Florence, a nun of the houfe of Strozzi difpelied
the languor and indolence of the cloifter by her tafte

for letters ; and, in her folitude, was known over

Italy, Germany, and France.

At Naples, Sarrochia compofed a celebrated poem

upon Scandeberg ; and, in her life-time, was com

pared to Boyardo and to Taflb.

At Rome we find Victoria Colonna, marchionefs of

Pefcaira, who paffionately loved and fuccefsfully cul

tivated letters. While ftill young, fhe bewailed the

lofs of a hufoand, who was a great warrior, and paffed
the remainder of her life in ftudy and melancholy,
celebrating, in the moft tender poetry, the hero whom

She loved.

During the fame age, among the ifluftrious women

of all ages, we find every where the fame character, and

the fame kind of ftudies.

In Spain, Ifabella of Rofera preached in the great
church of Barcelona, came to Rome under Paid the

Third, and converted the Jews by her eloquence.
Ifabella of Cardoua underftood the Latin, Greek, and

Hebrew ; and, though poffeffed of beauty, reputation,
and riches, had ftill the fancy to be a doRor, and took

her degrees m theology.
In France we fee feveral women poffeffed of all

the learning of the times, particularly the dutchefs of

Retz,
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Retz, who under Charles IX. was celebrated even in

It: Kr, and who alloniShed the Pulifh nobility, when

they came to demand the duke of Anjou for their

king. They he-held with wonder, at court, a young

lady fo intelligent, and who fpoke the ancient lan

guages with no lefs purity than grace.

In England we meet with the three Seymours,
fillers, nieces to a king, and daughters to a regent, all

celebrated for their learning, and for their elegant
Latin verfe.;, which were translated and repeated all

over Europe.
Jane Gray, whofe elevation to the throne was only

a Step to the fcaffold, read before her death, in Greek,
Plato's Dialogue on the immortality of the Soul.

The cldeft daughter of the illuilrious chancellor,
S:r Thomas More, was a wile and amiable lad v, Her

learning was almoft eclipfed by her virtues. She cor-

refponded in Latin with the great Erafmus, who Styled
her the ornament of Briton. After ihe had confoled

her father in prifon, had ruflied through the guards
to Snatch a laft embrace, had obtained the liberty
of paving him funeral honours, had purchafed his

head with gold—fhe was herfelf loaded with fetters for

two crimes—for having kept the head of her father as a
relic, and for having prefei ved his books and writings.
She appeared before her judges with intrepidity, juf-
tificd herfelf with that eloquence which virtue beftows

on injured merit, commanded admiration and refpect,
and paffed the reft of her life in retirement, in melan

choly, and in ftudy.
Wc behold in Scotland, Mary Stuart, heir of that

crown, the moft beautiful women of her age, and one

c.f the moft learned, who coidd write and {ptak fix
languages, who made elegant verfes in French, and

who, when very young, delivered an oration in Latin

to the court of France, to piove that the ftudy of

letters is confiftcnt with the female charr.fter. So

II lovjv
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lovely and fo happy an example of the truth which She

advanctd, could not fail to convince. Mary added to

her learning a delicate tafte in the polite arts, parti
cularly mufic, and adorned the whole with the moft

feminine courtly manners.

What has fince been called fociety was not then in

deed fo much known. Luxury, and the want of occu

pation, had not introduced the cuftom of fitting five

or fix hours before a glafs, to invent faShions. Some

ufe was made of time. Hence that variety of lan

guages, arts, and fciences, which were acquired by
women.

It is but juft, however, to obferve, that the vanity
of undertaking every thing is pecidiar to the infancy
of letters. In childhood, all the world over-rate their

powers. It is only by meafuring them that we come

to know them. The defires themfelves were then more

eafily fatisfied than the thirft of learning. People were

more anxious to know than to think ; and the mind,
more active than extended, was unable to comprehend
the fecrets, or reach the depth of the fciences.

x-<>oooo<'0<><x>o?:':OC''!

CHAP. XXIII.

OF THE EUROPEAN WOMEN.

XN
all polished nations, chaftity has ever been efteem-

ed the principal ornament of the female character.

For this virtue tl e European lidies are very eminent.
Their conduct is influenced by a veneration for that

purity of manners and of character, fo ftrongly incul

cated by the precepts of the Chriftian religion. We

may juftly affert that Europe, in general, ia more fa

mous
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>0'»us for the chaftity and other good runicic-c of it>.

women, than any other part <>f the globe.
The virtues of modefty and chaftity, howc7?.-, dj

not llouri.'h m jft, uln-rc r;.cy rre .-u -.ir-j led to be

forced upon tne wuiiie.., i y lock., baif, and pov
•-

nanle3, as in Spain ; nor where unreftrained liberty
and politenefs are carried to the greateft length, rg in

France and Italy ; but rather where refinement is not

irri-ed fo far, as to reckon every reftraint e.p.v-i incli-

n?tion a mirk of ill-breading.

>OO<X>>CKX>0O<>C>e>;

CHAP. XXIV.

OF THE FRENCH WOMEN.

THOUGH
the ladies of France arc not very

handfome, they are fenfible and witty. To

many of them, without the leaft flattery, may be applied
the diftich which Soppho afcribes to herfelf :

" Si mihi difficilis formam natura negavit,
"

Ingenio formx damna rependo meac."

If partial nature has denied me beauty, the charms of
my mir.d amply male upfor the deficiency.

No woman upon earth can excel, and few rival them,
in their almoft native arts of pleafing all who approach
them. Add to this, an education beyond that el

moft European ladies, a confummate Skill in thofe ac

complishments that fuit the fair fix, and the moft

graceful manner of difplaying that knowledge to the

utmoft advantage.
Such
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Such is the defcription that may fafely be given of

the French ladies in general. But the fpirit, or rather
the evil get, tus of gallantry, too often perverts all thefe

lovely qualities, and renders them fubfervient to very

iniquitous end:.
In ever}- country, women have always a little to do,

and a great deal to fay. In France, they dictate almoft

every thing that is faid, and direct every thing that is

done. They are the moft reftlefs beings in the world.

To fold her hands in idlenefs, and impofe Silence on

her tongue, would be to a French woman worfe than

death. The Lie joy of her life is to be engaged in

the profecution of fome fcheme, relating either to

f'afhion, ambition, or love.

Among- the rich and opulent, they are entirely the

votaries of pleafure, which they purfue through all its

labyrinths, at the cxpenfe of fortune, reputation, and

health. Giddy and extravagant to the laft degree,
they leave to their hufbands ceconomy and care, which

would only fpoil their complexions, and furrow their

brows.

When we defcend to tradefmen and mechanics, the

cafe is reverfed : the wife manages every thing in the

houfe and Shop, while the hufband lounges in the

back-Shop an idle fpectator, or Struts about with his

fword and bag-wig.
Matri.nony, among the French, feems to be a bar-

grin entered into by a male and female to bear the

fame name, live in the fame houfe, and purfue their fe-

parate pleafurcs without reftraint or control. And, fo

icligioufly h this part of the bargain kept, that both

pa 'ties Shape their coiufe exactly as convenience and

inclination dictate.

There is no part of the world, however, where the

company of men of letters is more acceptable to the

fair fex than in France. This circumftance diffufes

k.icwlcd-e among the women, gives an elegance and

cheerfulnefs
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chcerfulnefs to the men, and renders them men of the

world as well as of learning. So great is female influ

ence over literature, as well as over every other thing
in France, that by far the moft confiderable part of the

productions of the prefs are calculated for their ca

pacity.
In no country does real pohtenefs fhew itfelf more

than in France, where the company of the women is

acceffiblc to every man who can recommend himfelf

by his diefs, and by his addrefs. To affectation and

prudery the French women are equally ftrangci--:.
Eiify and unaffected in their manners, their politenef*
ha.; fo much the appearance of nature, that one would

almoft believe no part of it to be the effect of art. An

air of Sprightlinefs and gaity fits perpetually on their

countenances, and their whole deportment feems to

indicate that their only bufinefs is to " ftrew the path
"

of life with flowers." Perfuafion hangs on their

lips; and, though their volubility of tongue is inde

fatigable, fo foft is their accent, fo lively their ex-

preffion, fo various their attitudes, that they fix the at

tention for hours together en a t;Je of nothing.
The Jewifh doctors have a fable concerning the ety

mology of the word Eve, which one would almoft be

tempted to fay is realized in the French women.

*'

Eve," fay they,
*•
comes frcm a word, which Signifies

"
to talk ; and fhe was fo called, becaufe, foon after

" the creation, there fell from heaven twelve bafket
*' full of chit chat, and (he picked up nine of them, while
" her hufband was gathering the other three.^

The wind, or tlie fiifhiuus which flic follows, are

hardly more inconfiftant than a French lady's mind.
Her iole joy is in the number of her admirers, and her

fole pride in changing them as often as poffujic. Over

•he whole of them fhe exercifts the moft abfohiti

power, ar.d they are zenlcuflv attentive cv:n to pnrvu:

her willies, by perfirmtn.r whatever tl.rv :Vp..k ire ha

ll z
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any inclination to. Their time, their intcreft, and

activity, are wholly devoted to her will, or rather to'

her caprice. Even the purfe, that moft inacceifible

thing about a Frenchman, muft pour out its laft fous,
at the call of Irs miftreSs. Should he fail in this par

ticular, he would immediately be difcarded from her

train, with the difgrace of having preferred Mercury
to Venus.

While a French woman is able to drink at the Stream

©f pleafare, fhe is generally an atheift. As her tafte

for trrt diminishes, fhe becomes gradually religious ;

and w!v;n fhe has loft it altogether, is the moft bigotted
devotee.

Upon the whole, French females rather facrifice too

much of their delicacy to wit, and of their chaftity to

good-breeding. They pay too little regard to their

character, and too much to a ridiculous opinion that

fafhionahle people are above it. They are too much

the creatures of art, and have almoft difcarded nature

as much from their feelings as from their faces.

To w hat h?s been faid on this fubject, I Shall only
add the following entertaining defcription of French

gallantry, and French manners.

" A Frenchman," fays an ingenious writer,
"

piques
fc himfelf i.pon being polifhed above the natives of
'■

any other country, by his converfation with the fair
<c fex. In the coyrfe <»f this communication, with
*' which he is indulged from his tender ye rs, he
*'

learns, like a parrot, by rote, the whole circle of
" French compliment?, which are a fet of phrafes,
"" ridiculous even to a proverb ; and thefe he throws
"
out indiscriminately to all women without dif-

"

tinction, in the exercife of that kind of addrefs,
" which is here difiinguiShedby the name of rr'hntrv.

"It is an exercife, by the repetition of which he be-
""

comes vi: y put. very familiar, and very jri.perti-
!* JLLUt.

« A
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*' A Frenchman, in confequence of his mingling
" with the females from his infancy, not only becomes
"

acquainted with all their cuSloms and humour^, but
"

grows wonderfully alert in performing a thoufand
" little office1;, which are overlooked by other men,

" wh<»fc time has been fpent in making more valuable
"

acquifitions. He enters, without ceremony, a lady's
""

bed-chamber, attends her at her toilette, regulates
" the distribution of her patches, and advifes where to

" 1 .y on the paint. If he vifits her when She is dreffed,
" and perceives the leaft impropriety in her coiffure,
" he infills upon adjufting it with his own hands. If
" he fees a curl, or even a fingle hair amifs, he pro-
" duces his comb, his fciffars, and pomatum, and fets
" it to rights with the dexterity of a profeffed fri-
"

/.cur. He fquires her to every place fhe vifits,
" either on bufinefs or pleafure ; and by dedicating
" his whole time to her, renders himfelf neceffary to

" her occafions. In Short, of all the coxcombs on

" the face of the earth, a French petit-maitre is the
" moft impertinent. And they are all petits-maitres,
" from the marquis who glitters in lace and embroi-
"

derv, to the garcon barbiere (barber's boy) co-

*' vered with meal, who ftruts with his hair in a long
"

que tie, and his hat under his arm.
" 1 Shall only mention one cuftom more, which

" feems to cany human affectation to the very fartheft
"

verge of folly and extravagance : that is, the man-

"
ner in which the faces of the ladies are primed and

"

painted. It is generally fuppofed that part of the
" fair fex, in fome other countries, make ufe of fard
" and vermilion for very diflerent purpofes ; namely,
"
to help a bad or faded -complexion, to heighten the

"

graces, or conceal the defects of nature, as well as
" the ravages of time. I fhall not enquire whether it
" is juft and honeft to impofe in this manner on man-

'• 1 "nd. If it is not hone it, it may be allowed to be
" artful
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" artful and politic, and Shews, at leaft, a defire of
"

being agreeable. But to lay it on as the fafhion in
" France prefcribes to all the ladies of condition, who
" indeed cannot appear without this badge of diftinc-
"

tion, is to difguife themfelves in fuch a manner as to
" render them odious and deteftable to every fpecta-
"
tor who has the leaft rclifh left for nature and pro-

"

priety. As for the fard, or white, with which, their
" necks and Shoulders are plaiftered, it may be in
" fome meafure excufable, as their flrins are naturally
" brown or fallow. But the rouge which is daubed
"

on their faces, from the chin up to the eyes, without
" the leaft art or dexterity, not only deftroys all dif-
" tinction of features, but renders the afpect really
"

frightful, or at leaft conveys nothing but ideas of dif-
"

guit and averfion. Without this horrible m<ifk, no

" married lady is admitted at court, or in any polite
"

affembly ; and it is a mark of distinction which none

" of the lower claffes dare affume."

>00000<^00<.X«X'C<X

CHAP. XXV.

OF THE ITALIAN WOMEN.

TH
E elegant author Dr. Goldfmith thus cha-

racterifes the Italians in general ;

" Could nature's bounty fatisfy the breaft,
" The fons of Italy were furely blejl.
" Whatever fruits in different climes are found,
" That proudly rife or humbly court the ground ;
" Whatever blooms in torrid tracls appear,
"

Whofe bright fucceftion decks the varied year ;
**

Whatever
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*' Whatever fweets falute the northern Jhy,
" With vernal lives that bloftbm but to die :

"

Thefe, here difporting, own the kindred foil,
u N.<r ajk luxuriance from their planter 's toil;
" While fea-born gales their gelid wings expand,
" To winnow fragrance round the fmiling land.
" But fmall the blifs that fenfe alone heflows,

" And fenfual blifs is all the nation knows.
" In Jlorid beauty groves and fields appear,
u Man feems the only growth that dwindles here.
14

Contrafled faults through all his manners reign ;
"

Though poor, luxurious ; though fubm'iftive, vain ;
"

Though grave, yet trifling ; zealous, yet untrue ;
" Ande'en in penance planningft ns anew.

■" All evils here contaminate the mind,
" That opulence departed leaves behind :
'* For wealth was theirs, not far remov'd the date,
" When commerce proudlyJlouri/h 'd through thejlate :
** At her command the palace learn'd to rife,
"

Again the long-faWn column fought the Jkies ;
" The canvas glow'd, beyond e'en nature wart/i ;
'* The pregnant quarry teem'd with human form.
"

Till, more unjleady than the fouthern gale,
" Commerce on other Jbores difplay'd her file ;
" While nought remain'd of all that riches gave,
" But towns unmann'd, and lords without a flave ;
" And late the nation found, with fruitlefs Jkill,
" Its former Jlrength was but plethoric ill.
" TetJlill the lofs of wealth is here fuppUed

"

By arts, the fpler.ded wr.rh of former pride ;
!i From thefe the fetlle htart and long-falVn mind
" An eafy compenfuion feen: to find.
" II. re may be fen in bhodlefs pomp array'd,
" The pafteboard triumph, and the cavauade ;
*'

Pi'Ji.'Ifions form 'd for piety and love,
" A iniflrefs or a faint in ev.ry grove."

Almoft
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Almoft every traveller, who has vifited Italy, agrcet,
in defcribing it as the moft abandoned of all the coun

tries of Europe. At Venice, at Naples, and indeed

in almoft eveiy part of Italy, women are taught from
their infancy the various arts of alluring to their

arms the young and unwary, and of obtaining from

them, while heated by love or wine, every thing that

flattery and falfe fmiles can obtain, in thefe unguarded
moments.

The Italian ladies are not quite fo gay and volatile

as the French, nor do they fo much excite the rifibility
of the fpectator; but, by the foftnefs of their language,
and their manner, they more forcibly engage the

heart. They are not fo much the cameleon or the

weathercock, but have fome decent degree of per

manency in their connections, whether of love or

friendfhip. With regard to jealoufy, they are fo far

from being carelefs and indifferent, in that refpect, as
the French are, that they often fuffer it to tranfport
them to the moft unwarrantable actions.

The Italian women are far preferable to the French

in point of exterior charme8; but thier education is,
in general, moft fcandaloufly neglected. Thofe ac

complishments, which render the ladies in England and
in France fo acceptable in company, are but rarely
found among the Italians, who depend chiefly on their

native fubtlety and fineffe, to ingratiate themfelves

with fuch as they deem worthy of their notice.

Love, in Italy, meets with veiy fmall encouragement
from the great. That innocent, pure, and fentimental

paffion, which the fanction of ftricteft virtue autho-

rifes, is almoft obliterated among them. The fordid

motives, wlrch, to the difgrace of moft nations, have

fo much undue influence over tiiem in their matrimo

nial connections, are ftill much more infamoufly pre
valent among the nobility and gentry of Italy.
An Italian female of birth and fortune, bred in the

prifon
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prifon of a cloifter, is brought forth, when marriageable,
to receive her fentence; and conducted like a victim

to the altar, there to be made a facrifice to a man of

whom file hardly knows the face. Among them, we
find none of thofe antecedent homages'of a lover, none
of thole engaging proofs of attachment, which only
can ftcurc a reciprocation. In Short, no medium of

courtShip intervenes, and therefore no opportunity is

given to create an affection on either fide.

There exills in Italy a fpecies of beings unknown

throughout the reft of Europe; who, though their
rife be not remotely diilant, have wrought a change
in the temper and manners of the Italians, that renders
them, in fome refpects, a people totally different from
what tliey were a century ago. Thefe beings are

well known by the name of ciciflieys, and may be con

fidered in the light of affiltants and fubftitutes to thofe
men of fafhion who have entered into the matrimonial

State, and whofe fair partners require more attendance
than they are willing, or than their occupations and
affairs will allow them to give. This inftitution ap
pears an admirable relief to thofe young gentlemen,
who are afraid, from fundry motives, to venture on a

wife, and yet are unwilling to renounce the foft amufe-
ments refulting from the fociety of a female com

panion.
t Hence, at firft fight, this employment of a cicifbey
may feem 'elirditful to perfons of a diffolute and
hbertine difpofition ; but many a one, who fought it
with all the eagernefs of inexperience, has heartily re

gretted the day of his admiffion to a fervitude, which
robs him of every moment of his liberty, and gives
the lady, under whofc banners he has enlifted himfelf,
an abfolute command of his perfon, his time, his
means, his credit, and whatever he can call his own.

An Italian women knows no referves; and he that

pretends to her good graces mult diveft himfelf of his

will
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will and paffions, and make an entire facrifice of them

to her caprice. Thus a cicifbey is a perfect Have ;

and though no favours are denied him, yet the price
he pays is far beyond the value he receives, when we

reflect that he barters for it the peace of his mind,
and the profperity of his circumftances ; as it very
often happens that advancements in life are retarded,
and fometimes totally frustrated, through the impedi
ments thrown in the way of activity by the attentions

a lady infills upon from him, who, by the fatal office

he has accepted, has bound himfelf to perpetual fla-

very.
But if fuch a connection, viewed only in a light

of pleafure and gallantry, is fo very far from anfwering
the expectations even of the man of mere pleafure,
it ftill difplays a more fhocking picture, when we

examine it according to the rules of morality, as it

radically deftroys the very firft principles on which

the reciprocal happinefs of the fexes is founded, by in

troducing into the wedded ftate a mutual iudifference

or contempt.

^oooooooc o-oooocc<

CHAP. XXVI.

OF THE SPANISH WOMEN.

AS
the Spanish ladies are under a greater feclufion

from general fociety, than the fex is in other

European countries, their defires of an adequate de

gree of liberty are confequently more ftrong and

urgent. A free and open communication being de

nied them, they make it their bufinefs to fecure them

felves a fecret and hidden one. Hence it is that

Spain is the country of intrigue.
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The Spaniih women are little or n.lhnig iniebtf !

to cducition. But nature has liberally fnpplied them

with a fund of wit and fp. i,,': linefs, which is certainly
no fmall inducement to tin >l, who have onl> tranfient

glimpfes of their chamus, to wiSh very carncilly for a

removal of thofe impediments, that obitrurt their more

frequent prefenec. Tins not bei.ig attainable in a lawful

way of cullomary interonrfc, the natural propensity
of men to overcome difficulties of this land, incites

them to leave no expedient untried t'» gain 'rirn.rtunce

to wln.t perhaps was at firft only the object of their

admiration, but which, by their being refufed an in

nocent gratification of that panion, becomes at laft

the hihjcct of a more fcrious ore. Thus in Spain,
us in all countries where the fin; is I:..yt much out

of light, the thoughts of men ae cmtinuilly em

ployed in divifing methods to break into their con

cealment;.

There i3 in the Spnniards a native dignity ; which,

though the fource of many incontinence;, has nc-

\crthelefs this falutary effect, ri.it it f>.i th.ra above

P-hnoll every fpecies of" meannefs and fnli^cliiy. Tlrs

c;uality in not peculiar to the men ; it diffufes irij'ri,

i.i a gfcat incafiire, among the women alfo. Its efitds

;nr visible both in their conftancy in love and friend-

Pi ip, in which rcipec't; tliey are the very reverfe of the

French women. Their affections are not to be gained
I), a bit of lparkling lace, or a tawdiy fet of liveries ;

nor are they to be lott by the appearance of ftill finer.

Their deportment is rather grave and rt ferved ; and,
on the whole, they hive much more of the prune than

the coquette in their compofition, Being more con

fined at home, and lei's engaged in bufinefs and plea
fure, they take more care of their children than the

French, and have a becoming tendeincfs in thrir d.l-

poiition to all animals, except an h.rdle and criva'.
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Something more than a century ago, the Marqui*
D'Aftrogas having prevailed on a young women of

great beauty to become his miftrefs, the Marchionefs

hearing of it, went to her lodging with fome affaffins,
killed her, tore out her heart, carried it home, made a

ragout of it, and prtfented the difh to the Marquis.
"
It is exceedingly good," faid he. " No wonder,"

tr.ifwered She,
" Since it is made of the heart of that

"
creature you fo much doated on." And, to con

firm what She had faid, fhe immediately drew out her

head all bloody from beneath her hoop, and rolled it

on the flore, her eyes fparkling all the time with a

mixture of pleafure and infernal fury.
The Spaniards are indulgent almoft beyond mea-

fure to their women ; and there are feveral Situations

in which they take every advantage of this indulgence.
A kept miftrefs has, by indifputable cuftom, a right
to a new fuit of clothes, according to the quality of

her keeper, as often as fhe is blooded. She need only
feign a flight illnefs, and be on a proper footing with

the doctor, to procure this as often as fhe pleafes.
A lady to whom a gentleman pays his addreffes,

is fole miftrefs of his time and money ; and, Should he

rtfufe her any requeft, whether reafonable or capri
cious, it would reflect eternal difhonour upon him

among the men, and make him the deteftation of all

the women.

But, in no fituation does their character appear fo

whimSical, or their power fo confpicuous, as when

they are pregnant. In this cafe, whatever they long
for, whatever they afk, or whatever they have an ineb

riation to do, they muft be indulged in.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXVII.

OF THE ENGLISH WOMEN.

THE
women of Emdand are eminent for rr.tuy

good qualities bo'.n of the head and of the

he tit. There we meet with tin! incxpiclfible fcttnefu

an 1 delicacy of manners, which, cultivated by cdica-

tion, apnears as much fupeiiorto what it docs wun.v.it

it, astir; poliShed diamond appears fuperior to tint

which is rough from the tin's:. In Line pirts of thj

world, women have attained to fo 1 ttle knowledge,

and fo little confequence, that we confider then
v.; tins

:is nicrelv of the negnti.e U.d. In En 'land they cjv-

fift not'oi.ly in abftinence frenn evil, but in doing

gO'ul.
There we fee the fex every day txerting themfelves

in a.ts of benevolence and chaii*.\ ,
in relieving the dit-

tn ffei of the body, and binding up the wourd- of the

mind; in reconciling the diljcrc.ices or frien h, and

preventing the diifc of enemies; and, to fin up all,

in tint care and attention to thev offspring, which is

fo neceffary and cffentu.l a part i.f their duty.
With regard to the Englifh lari.r, Mr. Giv.(a:y,a

French wiiur, makes the fc-ihming juft, and very

('..•../arable remarks: "That fex,"' iliys he,
"

i>, in

itsprefent ilate, juft fuch cs one could with it to be,

i.i order to form the felieitv of wedlock. Their fe-

rious and thoughtful diipoiition, l.y rendering them

ieder.ta.v, attaches them to their hr.'bancK to their

chllhen, and the care <.f thrir houfes. Thee, for

the moll part, nuife their ov.n children thtiniclves :

and this cufioni, which grin., givund every day, is a

new tie of affection to the mothers.

" The Englifh women are bv no means indifferent

about pubMe affairs. Their int.refliig themfelves in

tnele,
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thtffe, gives a new pleafure to focial life. The huSband

&l--.Yiys finds at lieme fomtbody to whom he can open
' crnfelf, and ccnveife r.s long and as carncftly rs he

thinks proper, upon thofe fubjccts which he has moft

at heart.

"At an rffemrly compofed of both fexes, a lady
:>iktd me whether I ftill had many curicfities and

objects of obfemtion to v'fit in London ? I made an-

I fwer, that tin re was ftill one of great importance left
f<--r mc to know, and that .She and her company could

give me all the information I defined : this was, whe

ther, in Ein Irnd, the hufband or the wife governed
the houfe ? My queftioii being explained to ?.U tlic

k.dicj prefent, they difcuffed it, and amufed themfelves

with it ; rvid the anfwer which they agreed Sliould be

returned to me was, that hufbands alone could re-

folv.: it. I then propofed it to the hufb: iris, who

with one voice declared that they durft not decide.

"The perplexity difcovcred by thefe gentlemen,
g-vc me the folution I defired. In fact, the F.nglhh
h-.d:es and \\l\.:t, with the moft mild and gentle tone,

aid with an air of indifference, coldnefi, and languor,
excrcife a power equally defpotfc over both hufbands

and levers ; a pewer fo much the more perm; nei t,

m it is rih.Miffed and fuppoited by a compkrifance
and fubmiffivene.fi, from which they rarely depart.

i •

" This corrrplrifsr.cc, thin fubrriflion, and this mild-

nefs, are harry virtues of conftitutton, which nature

has given thtm, to ferve as a fort of mafic to all that

f is moft haughty, proud, and impetuous, in the Englifli
character.
" To the ghts of nature add the charm of beautv,

which is very common in England. With regard
to traces, the English women have thofe which ac

company beauty, and ret thefe artificial graces that

C'innot fupply its place ; thofe transient graces, wh'ch

::c not the fane io-dnv :,s vciLcrd.iv; thofe g.acts
v. hicb
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^hichare not fo much in the- objects tHemfelu, as

in the eye
«f the fpeCtator, who

has often found it

difficult to difcover them."

Indeed, almoft all foreigners, or, their
arrr.al hen

nnnifeft their confciorfncfc
of the fupenor comeunefa

four wonvn, by making it the continual topic o.

1" on fation! and though fome of them are rot

Idling to exclude from the ntjht of comparifon the

femaks of their own country, yet their
caufe is ef-

™7r d with fo much faintnefs, thzt one may eafily

c c We it is only done by way
of favme; their honour

and enabling them to make a fort of decent retreat

rl the fiedd of contention, where they
^

know

they could nrt maintain their pound,
.rid th^fon.

wifely avoid much difcot.rfe on that fubject. _

S raneers unanimously agree
m their defections

of ou EnMiih ladies, with v.hofe ger.tk-iefs of tem-

L nd imfeigmd modelty they ken chiefly to be

ami ted; and invariably concur in rcnrcfenting

them of a decent unaffected deportment,
and of a

tender affe&ionaU- d.ipoSitiun,

^OCCOO<>0<>C>Cs>e-.v:

C H A P. XXVIII.

OF THE RUSSIAN WOMEN.

IT
is only a few years

fince the Ruffians f.vi rgeu

from a ftate of barbarity.
r

A late emprefs of Raffia, as r. pun.kment
far u.-rr.e

finale frailties, erdered a n-rit beautiful young lady

«f family to be publicly riiailiricl, in a manner wh.ch

was hardk kf> nulel'ca'.e than f.v«..c.

I 2
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thefe, gives a new phafure to focial life. The hufband

j-lways finds at heme fomebody to whom he can open

himfelf, and cenvrrfe r.s long and as carncftly rs he

thinks picper, upon thofe fubjects which he has molt

at heart.

"At an rffcmrly co-rp: fed of both fcxev., a lady
turi.d me whether 1 ftii lied many curiofitks and

objects of obkrvption to v.'iit in London ? I made an-

fwer, that there was ftill one of great importance hit

F r mc to know, and that She and her company could

p've me all the information I dtfired : this was, whe

ther, in England, the hufband or the wife governed
tec houfe ? My queftioii being explained to ril tlic

kdies preftnt, they difcuffed it, and amufed themfehes

with it ; vod the anfwer which tliey agreed fhould be

returned to me was, that hufbands alone could re-

jhlv.: it. I then propofed it to the hufbt.nds, who

with one voice declared that they durft not decide.
c* The perplexity difcovcred by thofe gentlemen,

fi;~vc rne the foluiion I defired. In fact, the English
!> dies and wivet, with the moft mild and gentle tone,

and with an air of kdiffirence, coldnefs, and languor,
excrcife a power equally defpotic over both hufbands

and levers; a power fo much the more pc.manert,
as it is cikHiffcd and fuppoited by a ccmpbifance
and fubmiffiventfi, frcm which they rarely d.pe.rt.
" This comphifr.ncc, this fubmiffion, and ih's niild-

r.efs, are h?ppy virtues of constitution, which nature

has given thtm, to ferve as a fort of mafic to all that

is moft haughty, proud, and impetuous, in the EngliSh
character.
" To the cri its of nature add the charm cf bcautv,

which is very con' n.en in England. With regard
to grace;, the EngliSh women have thofe which ra>

company beauty, and ret thefe artificial graces that

cannot fupply it; place; thofe tranfient graces, which

r-u. not the fane to-ckv :is vrile rir.v ; thofe r>-\^~-:,

which
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which arc not fo much in the objects themft-lvis, as

in the eye <ff the fpedtator, who has often found it

difficult to difcover their."

Indeed, almoft all foreigners, or. thrir arrival here,
ma'iife'l their confcioufnefs of the fuperior conelinefs
of our women, by making it the continual topic of
their convcrfation ; and though fome of thcin are rot

willing to exclude from the right of comparifon the

females of their own country, yet their caufe is ef-

poufed with fo much faintnefs, th?.t one may eafilv

perceive it is only done by way of firing their honour,
and enabling them to make a fort of decent retreat

from the field of contention, where they well know

they could n t maintain their ground, and therefore

wifely avoid much difcomfc on that fubjetr.
•Strangers unanimoufiy agree in their defcriptirins

of our Englifh ladiei, with whofe ger.tlencfs of tem

per and unfeigned modefty they kern chiefly to be

captivated ; and invariably concur in reprcfentin"-
them of a decent unaffected deportment, and of a

tender affectionate dnpufitfuii.

'

<-<X>000000OOOO e>; :;

C H A P. X ■•{VIII.

OF THE RUSSIAN WOMEN.

IT
is only a few years fince the _1uffi.sr.s e;r> -tr1

from a ftate of hnkaity.
"b

'

A late emprefs of Ruffia, as* p.ulfhment for fome
ieirale frailties, erdered a moft beautiful vourr ladv
of family to be publicly chaftifed, in a na'rcr w' ich
w.js hardly lefs indelicate than kvcre.

I 2 Tt
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It is faid that tire Ruffian ladies were formerly as

fibmilfive to their huSbands in their families, as the

latter are to tk-ir fiipcriors in the field ; and that they
thought thcn.'lhcr, ill-treated, if they were not often

reminded of their duty by the difcipline of a whip,
manufactnicri by then.khes, which they prefented to

their huSbands on the day of their marriage, The

l.iteft travellers, however, affert, that they imd no re

maining traces of this cuilcm at prefent.
Their nuptial ceremonies are pecidiar to themfelves ;

rnd formerly coniiikd of many whin.fical rites, mar.y
of \,hich are new diiukd. On her wedding-day, the
bride is crowned with a garland of wormwood ; and,
sfter the pvieft has tied the nuptial l:n< t, his clerk

or fexton throwe a handful of hops upon the head of

the bride, wifaing that She may pro\e as fruitful as

that pkrrt. She is then led home, with abundance of

coarte ceremonies, which are now wearing off even

among the loweft ranks ; and the baibarom treatment

of wives by their hufbands is either guarded againlt
by the laws of the country, or by particular Stipula
tions in the marriage contract.
In the converfation and actions of the Ruffian

ladies, there is hardly any thing of that foftnefs and

delicacy wk'ch distinguish the fex in other parts of

Euiupe. Even their exercifes and diverfions have

more of the mafculine than the feminine. The pre
fent ercprtf1?, with the ladies of her court, fometimes

divert thv.rrklvts by Shooting r.t a mark. Drunken-

ntfs, the vice of alr.icft every cold climate, they are fo

little Salaried of, that not many years ago, v. hen a

lady get drunk <X the houfe of a frier tl, it was cuftom-

;ny for her to return next day, ar.d thank him for the

jdca'.tre he had dene her.

Femries, however, in Ruffia, poffefs feverr.l advan

tage-.. They Share the rant and Splendour of the

frniillis fvurn which they are fpru ivf, rnd are c. en ri

lewed
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lowed the fupreme authority. This at prefcnt, is

enjoyed by an emprefs, whole head does honour to

her nation and to her fcK ; although, on fome occa-

fion ,
the virtues of her heart have been much fuf-

pectcd.
- The fex, in general, are protected from k-

liilt by many falutary laws; and, except among the

pcafants are exempted from every kind of toil and

Slavery. Upon the whole, they feem to be approach

ing fatit to the enjoyment of that confequence, to

which they have already arrived in feveral parts of

Europe.

\->000000<X'0<x>cooo<

CHAP. XXIX.

OF THE GERMAN WOMEN.

Olr
all the German female! , the ladies of Saxony
are the moft amiable. Their perfons are fo

fnperiorlv charming and pivferable in whatever can

recommend them to the notice of mankind, that the

German youth often riut Saxony in queft of companions
for life. Exclufive of their beauty and comelinefs of

appearance, they are brought up in the knowledge of

all thofe aits, both ufeful and ornamental, which are

fo brilliant an addition to their native attractions.

But what chiefly enhances their value, and gives it

reality and duration, is a fveetnefs of temper and

fitlivity of difpofition, that never fail to endear them

1 11 a very flight acquaintance. To crown all, they
generally become patterns of conjugal tendernefs and

fidelity.
As they are commonly careful to improve their

minds by reading and instructive converfation, they
have .0 finall Share of i'acetioufnefs and ingenuity.

Erom
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From their innate livelinefs, they are extrtmc'y ad.

dieted to all the gay kind of amufements. Tney ex

cel in the allurements of drefs and decoration, and are

in general Skilful in mufic.

The character, however, of the women in meft

other parts of Germany, particularly of the Auftrian,
is very different from this. Notwithftanding the ad

vantages of fize and make, their looks and features,

though not unfightly, betray a vacancy of that life and

fpirit, without which beauty is uninterefting, and,
like a mere picture, becomes utterly void of that in

dication of fenfibility, which alone can awaken a de

licacy of feeling.
As their education is conducted by the rules of the

groffeft fuperftition, and they are taught little elfe

than fet forms of devotion, they arrive to the years of

maturity uninftructcd in the ufe of reafon, and ufually
continue profoundly ignorant the remainder of their

days, which are fpent, or rather loitered away, in apa

thy and indolence.

Having learned none of the ingenious methods of

making time fit lightly, their hours of Ieifure, which

their inactivity fwells to a large amount, are heavy
and oppreffive ; and, from their want of almoft all

fort of knowledge, the fubje&s of their difcourfe are

poor and infipid, to a great degree. So irkfomc,
even to themfelves, is that kind of fociety which con-

fills in a communication of thoughts, that drefs and

diverfion are the only refuge from the tedioufnefs

which hangs over the general tenour of their lives.

But whatever they attempt in either, fhews an ab-

fence of all tafte and elegance, fuch as one may na

turally expect from the poverty and barrennefs of

their fancy. In thefe two articles, indeed, they are

obliged to borrow from abroad all that is tolerable.

The principal happinefs of the Auftrian ladies of

fafhion confifts in ruminating on the digmty of their

birth
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birth and families, the antiquity of their race, the

rank they hold, the refpect attached to it, and the"

prerogatives they enjoy over the inferior claffes, whom

they treat with the utmoft fupercilioufnefs, and hold

in the moft unreafonable contempt. In the mean

time, their domeftic affairs are condemned to the moft

unaccountable negket. They dwell at home, care-

Icfs of what panes there ; and Suffer diforder and con-

fufion to prevail, without feeling the leaft uncafinefs.

G i ;. at frequenters of churches, their piety confiSls in

the Itricteft conformity to all the externals of religion.
They p.ofefe the moft boundlefs belief in all the filly

legends with which their treatifes of devotion are

filled ; and thefe are the only books they ever read.

The colduef; of their constitution occafions a fpecies
of regulated gallantry, which i; rather the effect of an

opinion tliat it is an appendage of high life, than the

refult of their natural inclination.

It mull at the fame time be allowed, that the

Auilrian women are endowed with a great fund of

lincerity and candour ; and, though too much on the

ivkrve, and prone to keep at an unneceffary distance,
are yet capable of the trueft attachment, and always
warm and zealous in the caufe of thofe, whom they
have admitted to their Sricndihip.
Though the Ge-mans are rather a dull and phleg

matic people, and not greatly enllaved by the warmer

paflion ;, yet at the court of Vienna they are much

(riven to intrigue ; and an amour is fo far from being
Scandalon.i, that a woman gains credit by the rank of

her gallant, and is reckoned filly and unfnhhknable if

lh: Scrupulously adheres to the virtue of chaitity. B n

Such culhims are more the cuftoms of courts, than of

places lefs cxpofed to tcr.»p ;•. :on, and confequently
lefs diffolute ; and we are well affured that in Ger

many there arc many women who do honour to hu

manity,
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manity, not by chaftity only, but alfo by a variety of

other virtues.

The ladies, at the principal courts, differ not much

in their drefs from the French and EngliSh. They are

not, however, fo exceffively fond of paint as the former.

At fome courts, they appear in rich furs ; and all

of them are loaded with jewels, if they can obtain

them. The female part of the burghers families, in

many of the German towns, drefs in a very different

manner, and fome of them inconceivably fantaftic, as

may be feen in many prints publifiied in books of

travels. But, in this refpect, they are gradually re

forming, and many of them make quite a different

appearance in their drefs from what they did thirty
or forty years ago.
The inhabitants of Vienna five luxurioufly, a great

part of their time being fpent in feafting and carouf-

ing. In winter, when the different branches of the

Danube are frozen over, and the ground covered with

fnow, the ladies take their recreation in fledges of

different Shapes, fuch as griffins, tygers, Evans, fcallop-
Shells, &c. Here the lady fits, dreffed in velvet lined

with rich furs, and adorned with laces and jewels, hav

ing on her head a velvet cap. The fledge is drawn

by one horfe, flag, or other creature, Set off with

plumes of feathers, ribbands, and bells. As this di

verfion is taken chiefly in the night time, fervants ride

before the fledges with torches ; and a gentleman, ftan-

ing on the fledge behind, guides the horfe.

C H A P.
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CHAP. XXX.

ON THB COMPARATIVE MERIT OF THE TWO SEXES.

THE
difference of duties, of occupations, and of

manner ;, muft certainly have a considerable in

fluence on the genius, on the fentiments, and on the

charaeter of the two fexes.

In comparing the intelkaual powers
of men and

women, it is neceffary to distinguish between the phi

lofophical talent, which thinks and difcriminates ; the

talent of memory, which colkas ; the talent of imagi

nation, which creates ; the moral and political talent,

which governs.
It is alfo neceffary to enquire to

what degree women poffefs thefe four kinds of genius.
The philof iphical fpirit is rare indeed, even among

men. But ftill there are many great men who have

poffeffed it ; who have raifed themfelves to the height
of nature, to become acquainted with her works ; who

have Ihewn to the foul the fource of its ideas ; who

have afligned to reafon its bounds, to motion its laws,

and to the univerfe its harmony ; who have created

fciences in creating principles ; and who have aggran

dized the human mind in cultivating their own. If

there is no woman found on a level with thefe illuf-

trious men, is it the fault of education or of nature ?

Defcartes, abufed by envious men, but admired by
two generous princeffes, boafted of the philofophical
talents of women. We muft not, however, imagine
that his gratitude could lead him into a voluntary

error, even in compliment to beauty. He would no

doubt find in Elizabeth, and in Chriftina, a docihty
which prided itfelf in listening to fo great a man,

and which feemed to affociate itfelf with his genius,
in following the train of his ideas. He might per

haps even find, in the compoil : ons of women, per-

fpicuity
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fpicuity, order, and method. But did he find that,

Strong difcernmcnt, that depth of intellect, that diffi

dence, which characterises the real philofopher ; Did

he find that cool reafon, which, always inquifitive,
advances Slowly, and remeafures all its Steps ;

—Their

genius, penetrating and rapid, flies off, and is at reft.

They have more fallies than efforts. What they do

not fee at once, they feldom fee at all ? they either

difdain or defpair to comprehend it. They are not

poffeffed of that unremitting ajfiduily, which alone can

purfue and difcover important truths.

Imagination feems rather to be their province. It

has been obferved, that the imagination of women has

in it fomething unaccountably Angular and extraor

dinary. All things ftrike it ; all things paint them

felves on it, in a lively manner. Their volatile fenfes

embrace every object, and carry off its image. Some

unknown powers, fome fecret fympathies, enable them

rapidly to feize the imprelfions. The material world

is not fufficient for them ; they love to create an ideal

world of their own, which they embellish, and in

which they dwell, Spectres, enchantments, prodigies,
and whatever tranfeends the ordinary laws of nature,

are their creation and their deh'ght. They enjoy even

their terrors. Their feelings arc fine, and their fancy
always approaches to enthuiiafm.

But how far, it may be afked, can the imagination
of females, when applied to the arts, unfold itfelf in

trie talent of creating and defcribing ? Is their ima

gination as vigorous as it is lively and verfatile ?

Does it not unavoidably partake of their occupations,
of their pleafures, of their taftes, and even of their

weakneffes ? Perhaps their delicate fibres are afraid of

Strong fenfatfons, which fatigue them, and make them

feek the fweets which would give them repofe.
Man, always active, is expofed to Storms. The

imagination of the poet enjoys itfelf on the ridge of

mountains,
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mountains, on the brink of volcanos, in the middle of

ruin,, on fcas, and in fields of battle ; and it is never

more fufceptible of tender ideas, than after having ex

perienced fome great emotion.

But women, by means of their delicate and fedentary

life, 1 f, acquainted with the contrad of the gentle

and the terrible, may be fuppofed to feci and to paint

Icf. perfectly, even that which is agreeable, than thofe

who are thrown into contrary fituations, and pafs ra-

pidlv from one fenfation to another.

Perhaps too, from the habit of refignir.g themfelves

to the imprefiion of the mon.enl, which with them is

very ltron;';, their minds muft be more replenished
\rith images than pictures. Or probably their imagi
nation, though lively, refembles a mirror, which ie-

flcct* every thing, but creates m/thing.
Love is without dispute, the paifion which women

feci the Slrongcll, and which they exprefs the beSt.

They fed the other paffions more feebly, and, as it

were, by chance. But love is their own; it is tie

(harm and the bufinefs of their life ; it is their foul.

Thev Should therefore know well how to paint it.

But do they know, like the author of Othello, of

the Reveii-c, or of Zara, to exprefs the tranfports of

a troubled foul, which joins fury to love ; which is

fometimes iinpetnou:., and fometimes tender ; which

now is foftciied, and now is routed; which Sheds

blood, and which faerifices itfelf; Can they paint thefe

doublings of the human heart, thefe ftonns of emotion m

and pafiion ? —No; nature herfelf reftrains them.

Love in the one fex is a conejueft, in the other a fa-

ci i 'ice.

It muft therefore generally happen that the women

of all countric-, and in all ages, know better how to

paint a delicate and tender fentiment, than a violent

and turbulent paifion.
K And
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And befides, by their duty, by the rcferve of thqir

fex, by the defire of a certain grace which foftens all

their expreffions, is more bewitching than wit, and

more attractive than beauty, they are obliged always
to conceal a part of their fentiments. Mult not then

thefe fentiments, by being continually restrained, be

come weaker by degrees, and have lefs energy than

thofe of men, who, at all times bold and extravagant
with impunity, give to their paffions what tone they
pleafe, and which are invigorat ed by exercife ?

A temporary constraint inflames the paffions ; but

a continued conftraint cools or extinguifhes them.
With regard to the talent of order and memory,

which claffes facts, and ideas when neceffary, as it

depends a good deal upon method and habit, there

feems little reafon why the two fexes may not poffefs
it in an equal degree. But are not women fooner

difgufted with the excefs of labour, which is neceffary
in order to acquire the quantity of materials from

which erudition refults ? Muft not their impatience
and natural defire of change, which arife from fleeting
and rapid impreffions, prevent them from following,
for a courfe of years, the fame kind of ftudy, and con

sequently from acquiring profound or extenfive know

ledge ? Though this may be the cafe, they certainly
have qualities of mind which atone for it. It is not

the fame hand which polifhes the diamond, and which

digs the mine.
We come now to a more important object, the

political or moral abilities, which confift in the direc

tion of ourfelves or of others. In order to weigh,
upon this fubject, the advantages or difadvantages

peculiar to each fex, it is neceffary to diftinguifh be

tween the ufe of thefe abilities in fociety, and their

ufe in government.
As women fet a high value upon opinion, they

muft, by confequence, very attentively confider what

it
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it is which produces, dcllroys or confirms
it. Tney

mu'l know how far one may direct, without appearing

to be interested; how far one may prefnmc upon

that art, even after it is known ; in what eftimut.'o.i

they arc held hy thefe with whom they live ; and tj

what degree it :s neceffary to ferve thcin, that they

m.iy govern them.

In all mrttcrs of bufinefs, women know the crrcr.t

iffects which are produced by little caufes. They

have the art of impofing upon fome, by teeming to

ri'kovcr to them what they already know ; a. id c;

d'viiting oth-Ts from their purp >fi, by confirming
thrir moft di'lant faipicions. Tney know how to

captivate' by praifes thofe who merit them; ad to

raiiV a blufh, by bellowing them where they are not

due.

Thefe dclkate fciences are the leading-firings in

which the women conduct the men. Society to them

is like a harpfiehord, of which they know the touches ;

and they can guefs at the found which every touch

will produce. But man, impetuous and free, fupplying
ihe want of addrefs by Strength, anel confeqtiently
being lefs intcreiled to obferve—hurried away, befides,

by the iiccelity of continual action—can Scare ly be

pofTcffcd of all thole little //-///'• v..-, and polite attentions,
which arc eve y moment neceffary in the commerce of

life. Their calculations, therefore, on focietv, mut!

be more flow, and lefs fure, than thofe ofwomen.

Let us now take a view of that fpecies of under

standing, in the two fexes, which is applicable to go
vernment.

In fociety, women govern men by their paffions,
and the fmalleft motives often pr.idaee the greattll
confequences. But, in the government of Slates, it is

by comprehenfive views, by the choke of prkekh ---.

and, above all, by the difcover)- r.r.d the employmei..
id talents, that fuccefs can be obtained. Here, ii.tkad

of
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of taking advantage cf foibles, they muft fear them.

They muft raife men above their weakneffes, and not

lead them into them.

In fociety, th.'vfi -.re, the art of governing may be

faid to coniift in fiattering characters with addrefs:

end the art of administration, in combating them with

judgment. The knowledge of mankind required in

the tv/o cafes is veiy different. In the one, they muft

be known by their weaknefs ; in the other, by their

Strength. The one draws forth defects for little

iids; the other difcovers great qualities, which are

mingled with thofe veiy faults. The one, in Short,
Seeks little blenrifhes in great men ; and the other, in

diffecting great men, muft often pereeive the fame

fpots ; for perfecl characters exift only in Utopia.
Let u? now enquire whether this fpecies of under

standing and cbfervation belongs equally to the two

itxes.

There are women who have reigned and who fill
reign, with luftre. Chriftina in Sweden, Ifabella of

Caftile in Spain and Elizabeth in England, have me

rited the efteem of their age, and of pofterity.
We faw, in the war of 1 741, a princcf.., whom even

her encrries admired, defend the German empire with

no lefs genius than courage and we lately kheld the

Ottoman empire Shaken by a woman. But, in general
(iueftions, we Should beware of triring exceptions for

rules, and obferve the ordiirery ccurfe of nature.

It therefore becomes neceffary to enquire, whether

women, who, according to the mode of fociety, neither

are, nor have it in their power to l.e, fo often in action

as men, can So wclljni'pe of talents, their ufe, or their
extent ; whether great views, and the application of

threat principles, with the habit of perceiving confe-

quences with the glance of an eye, are compatible with

their wardering imagination, and with minds fo little

aceufton.ed to the arrangement of their idear. All

this
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this is neceffary to form the character which governs.

It is the vigour of the foul which gives activity to ge

nius, which extends and which Strengthens political

ideas. This chraekr, however, can hardly be formed

but by great commot ions great hopes, and great

fears as alio the ncccSfity of being continually engaged
in ,u"t ion.

Is it not in general, the chanricr of women, tint

their minds are more pleafing than ftrcng ? D;vs not

their rapid imaginaiton, which often makes fentiment

precede thought, render them, in the choice of men,

more fufceptibk both of prejudice, and of error ?

W'wnld not one be in danger of abufe, would not one

even run die riSk of their difpleafuu, if he ihould fay
that, in the diltribution of their efteem, they would

fet too high a value upon external accomplim-ncnts ;

and, in Short, that they would perhaps be too eafib

led to believe that an agreeable man was a. great man ?

Elizabeth was not free from this cenfure. Thr

inclinations of her fex Stole beneath the cares of the

throne, and tlic greatnefs of her character. We are

chagrined, at certain times, to fee the little weak-

iicilci of a woman mingle with the views of a grcai
mind. If Maiy queen of Scotland had been lekfjir,
perhaps her rival had been lefs cruel.

This tall for coquetry, as is well known, furnifiicd

Elizabeth with favourites, in the cheiice of which fhe

judged more like a woman than afovereign. She was

j.l.vays too ready to believe, that the power of pleafing
her, implied genius.
Thai fo much celebrated queen exereffed over En

gland an almoft arbitrary fway ; at which, perhaps,
we on. ht not to be furprifed. Women, in general,
on the throne, are more inclined to defpotifm, and more

impatient of reftraint, than men. The lex to whom

nature has affigncd power, by giving them flren-th,

have a certain confidence which railes them in their

K a owci
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own eyes ; fo that they have no need of manifefting to

themfelves that fuperiority of which they are lure.

But weak-ices, aftoniShed at the fway which She pof-
feffes, fnakes her feptre on every fide, to eftablifh her

dominion.

Gr:at men are perhaps more carried to that fpe-
cies of defpotifm which arifes from lofty ideas ; and

women, above the ordinary clafs, to the defpotifm
which proceeds from paifion. The laft is rather a

fally of the heart, than the effect of fyftem.
One thing which favours the defpotifm of female

kvereigns is, that the men confound the empire of

their fex with that of their rank. What we refufe to

grandeur, we pay to beauty. But the dominion of

women, even when arbitrary, is feldom cruel. Theirs

is rather a defpotifm of caprice, than of oppreffion.
The throne itfelf cannot cure their fenfibility. They
carry in their bofoms the counterpoife of their power.
Heree it follows, that in limited monarchies, fe

male fovereigns will tend to defpotifm from their je-
loufy ; and in abfclute government, will approach to

monarchy by their mildnefs. This obkrvation is

proved by experience.

CHAP. XXXI.

ON THE RELIGIOUS AND DOMESTIC VIRTUES OF

WOMEN.

BOTH
experience and hiftory atteft, that in all

fects, in all countries, and in all ranks, the

wbmen have more religious virtues than the men.

Naturally poffeffed of more fenfibility, they lis c more

uccafion for an object which may confta; tlr occupy
their
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their mind. Def.rous of happinefs, and not finding

£££ in this world
^gta*-^^

tl More fubjected to good opinion they pa

Z. .attention
to

^^J^^*£
more Strongly affeded by the fame idea, ^caul«"
Appears before" them continually More ftruck by ex

ternal obje-a*, they
relilh more the pageantry

of cere

monica i»«l of temples ; and the devotion of he fenfes

has no inco.kdcrablc cfka on that of the fouL

The domeftic virtues are intimately connefted wi h

thofe of religion; they are doubtlefs common to

both fexes. The advantage, however,
feems ftill o be

in favour of the women. At leaft they have more

need of virtues which they have more occafion to

Prtn' the firft pniod of life, timid,
and without fup-

„„rt, the dan- liter is more attached to her mother.

By feldom leaving her, fhe comes to love her more.

The trembling innocent is cheered by the prefence of

|,,r protearefs; and her weaknefs, while it heightens

her beauty, augments her fenfibility. After becom

ing a mother herfelf, She has other duties, wli.cn every

thing invites her to fulfil. Then the conuition of the

two fexes is widely different.
.

Man, in the middle of his labours, and among Ins

arts, employing his powers, and commanding
nature,

finds pleafure in his induftiy, in his fuccefs, and even

in his toils. But woman, being more fohtary, and

lefs adive, has fewer refources. Her pkafures mult

arife from her virtues ; her amufements are her chil

dren. It is near the cradle of her infant ; it is in

viev kg the fmiks of her daughter, er the fports oi

her fon. that a mother is happy.
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Where are the tender feelings, the cries, the pow
erful emotions of nature ? Where is the fentiment, at
once fublime and pathetic, that carries every feeling
to excefs ? Is it to be found in the frofty indifference,
and the rigid feverity, of fo many fathers ? No ; it is

in the warm impaffioned bofom of a mother. It is

flie who, by an impulfe as quick as involuntary,
ruihes into the flood to fnach her child, whofe im

prudence had betrayed him to the waves ! It is She

who, in the middle of a conflagration, throws herfelf
acrofs the flames to fave her Sleeping infant !

Thefe great expreffions of nature, thefe heart

rending emotions, which fill us at once with wonder,

compaffion, and terror, always have belonged, and al

ways will belong, only to women. They poffefs, in
thofe moments, an inexprelfible fomething, wh'ch

carries them beyound thmfelves. They feem to dif

cover to us new fouls, above the flandard of humanity.
If we confider alfo the matrimonial duties, the

obligations of hufband and wife, which of the fexes

is moft likely to be faithful ? Which, in violating
them, has moft obftacles to encounter ? Is not woman

beft defended by her education, by her referve, and

by that modefty which filences even her defires ? To

thefe reftraints we may add the power of the firft

paffion, and the firft ties, over a heart endow el with

fenfibility.
Nature herfelf, attentive in this inftance to the

manners of women has taken care to furround them

with the ftrongeft, yet the gentleft barriers. She h »s

made inconstancy more painful, and fidelity more

pleafing, to their hearts. Even in ages of general cor

ruption, conjugal infidelity in women has been one of

the laft of crimes.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXXIL

ON FEMALE FRIENDSHIP.

IT
has long been a queftion, which of the two fexes

is moft capable of friendship. Montagne, who is

fo much eel brated for his knowledge of human nature,

has kven it pofitively againft the women ; and his

opinion has been generally embraced.

friendship perhaps, in women, is more rare than

among men ; but, at the fame time, it muft be allowed

that where it is found, it is more tender.

Men, in general, have more of the parade than the

graces
of friendship. They often wound while they

fcrve ; and their warmeft fentiments arc not very en

lightened, with refpea to thofe rnimrte fentiments

which are of fo much value. But women have a re

fined fenfibility, which makes them fee every thing ;

nothing efcapes them. They divine the filent friend

ship ; i ficjcxncoiirage the bafhful or timid friendship ;

they offer tliefr fweeteft confolations to friendship in

diftrefs. Furnimed with finer inilruments, they treat
niffrc delicately a wonrded heart. They compofe it,
and prevent it from feeling its agonies. They knew,
.-.lio\e all, how t'x give value to a thoufand things,
which have no value in themfelves.

We ought therefore, perhaps, to defire the friend

ship of a man upon great occafions ; but, for general
hapnfnefs, we muft prefer the friendship of a woman.
With regard to female intimacies, it may be taken

for granted that there is no young woman who has

not, orwikes not to have*, a companion of her own

fex, to whom She irav unbofcm herfelf on every oc

casion. That there are women capable of friendship
with women, few impartial obfervers will deny. There
have been many evident proofs of it, and thofe carried

as
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as far as feemed compatible with the imperfeaions of

our common nature. It is, however, queftioned by
fome ; while others believe that it happens exceedingly
feldom. Between married and unmarried women, it

no doubt happens very often ; whether it does fo

between thofe that are fingle, is not fo certain.

Young men appear more frequently fufccptible of a

generous and fteady friendfhip for each other, than

females as yet unconneaed ; efpecially, if the latter

have, or are fuppofed to have, pretentions to beauty,
not adjufted by the public.
In the frame and condition of females, however,

compared with thofe of the other fex, there are fome

circumftances which may help towards an apology for

this unfavourable feature in their charaaer.

The ftate of matrimony is neceffary to the fupport,
order, and comfort of fociety. But it is a ftate that

fubjeas the women to a great variety of folicitude

and pain. Nothing could carry them through it

with any tolerable fatisfaaion or fpirit, but very ftrong
and almoft unconquerable attachments. To produce
thefe, is it not fit they fhould be peculiarly fenfible to

the attention and regards of the men ? Upon the fame

ground, does it not feem agreeable to the purpofes of

providence, that the fecuring of this attention, and

thefe regards, fhould be a principal aim ? But can fuch

an aim be purfued without frequent competition ?

And will not that too readily occafion jealoufy, envy,
and all the unamiable effects of mutual rival/hip?
Without the reltraints of fuperior worth and fenti

ment, it certainly will. But can thefe be ordinarily
expeaed from the prevailing turn of female education ;

or from the little pains that women, as well as other

human beings, commonly take to controul themfelves,
and to aa nobly ? In this lajl refpea, the fexes appear

prettv much on the fame footing.
This
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This reafoning is not meant to juftify
the indulgence

of thofe little and fometimes bafe paffions towards one

another, with which females have been fo generally

charged. It is only intended to reprefent fuch paf
fions in the firft approach ; and, while not entertained,

as lefs criminal than the men are apt to ftate them :

and to prove that, in their attachments to each other,

the latter have not always that merit above the women,

which they are apt to claim. In the mean time, let it

be the bufinefs of the ladies, by emulating the gen

tlemen, where they appear good-natured and difinter-

cfted, to difprove their imputation, and to Shew a

temper open to fr'undfbip as well as to love.

To talk much of the latter is natural for both ; to

talk much of the former, is confidered by the men as

one way of doing themfelves honour. Friendship,

they well know, is that dignified form, which, in fpe-
culation at kail, every heart muft refpea.

But in friendship, as in religion, which on many

accounts it rcfembles, fpeculation is often fubftituted

in the place of praaice. People fancy themfelves pof
feffed of the thing, and hope that others will fancy
fo too, becaufe they are fond of the name, and have

learnt to talk about it with plaufibility. Such talk

indeed impofes, till experience gives it the lie.
To fay the truth, there feems in either fex but litde

of what a fond imagination, unacquainted with the

falfehood of the world, and warmed by affeaions

which its feliifhnefs has not yet chilled, would reckon

friendship. In theory, the Standard is raifed too high ;

we ought not, however, to wifh it much lower. The

honeft fenfibilitks of ingenuous nature fhould not be

checked by the over-cautious documents of political
prudence. No advantage, obtained by fuch frigidity,
can compenfate for the want of thofe warm effufions

of the heart into the bofom of a friend, which are

doubtlefs among the moft exquifite pleafures. At
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leaft it is that which has produced the greateft men,

and which gave bhlh to thofe ancient heroes, whofe

hiftory ftill aftoniShes our imagination, and accufes

our weaknefs. Patriotifm, no doubt, is moft corn-

monk produced by the idea3 of intereft and property,

by the remembrance of paft fervices, by the hope of
future honours or rewards, and a certain enthufiafm

which robs men of themfelves, to transform their ex

igence entirely into the body of the ftate.

Thefe fentiments, it will readily be perceived, do

not correfpond with the condition of women. In

almoft all governments excluded from honours and

from offices, poffeffed of little property, and reftrained

by the laws even in what they have, they cannot in

general be fuppofed to be eminent for patriotifm.
Exilting more in themfelves, and in the objects of

their fenfibility, and being perhaps lefs fitted than

men by nature for the civil inftitutions in which they
have kfs fhare, they muft be lefs fufceptible of that

enthufiafm, which makes a man prefer the ftate to his

family, and the colkaive body of his fellow-citizens

to himfelf.

The example of the Roman and Spartan ladies,
and the wonders performed by the Dutch women in

the revolution of the Seven Provinces, clearly prove

that the glorious enthufiafm of liberty can do all

things ; that there are times when nature is afto-

niihed at herfelf ; and that great virtues fpring from

great calamities.

That univerfal love of mankind which extends to

all nations and to all ages, and which is a kind of

abftraa fentiment, feems to correfpond ftill kfs with

the charaaer of females, than patriotifm. They muft

have an image of what they love.

It is only by the power of arranging his ideas, that

the philofopher is able to overleap fo many barriers ;

to pafs from a man to a people ; from a people, to

human
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l.unnn kind; from the time in vririch he lives to

ag„ yet unborn ; and from what lie fees, to what he

^iTt^fadonotbtctofinJthrirfoubfo
f,r ..wandering. They affcnbk keir

frntnnen*

;
id

their ideas about them, and confine their ah^
on, to

what interests them moft. Thofe ftndes of bene

volence, t-i women, are out of
nature. A man to them

i . more than a nation ; and the hour in which they

live, than a thoufand ages after
death.

><X<>C)CK>C<X>C)OOOC<X><

CHAP. XXXV.

OF WOMEN WITH REGARD TO POLISHED LIFT.

r~r^HERE are certain qualities which have gene-

L rally been ranked among the focial virtues, but

which mav more properly be called the virtues ofpe-

li/bed life! They are the charm and the bond of

company ; and are ufeful at all times, and upon all

t ccaikns. They are, in the commerce of the world,

what current money is in trade. They are fometimes

not abfolutely neceffary, but one can never fafely be

wnhj-.it them. They always procure the poffeffcr a

more favourablt reception.
Such is that mild complacency which gives a foft

nefs to the charaaer, and an attraaive fweetnefs to

the manners ; that indulgence which pardons the

faults of others, even when it has no need of pardon
itfelf; the art of being bh'nd to the vifible foibles of

others, and of keeping the fecret of thofe which are

hidden ; the art of concealing our advantages, when

we humble our rivals or opponents, and of dealing

gently with thofe who cannot kkkt without being
offended.
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offended. Such is that facility which adopts opi
nions it never had that freedom which infpires caav-

ildeuce ; and all that politenefs, in fhort, which is fo

very pleafing, though fometimes no more than a

happy lie.

Politenefs is a part of the female charaaer. It is

conneaed with their minds, with their manners, and

even with their intereft. To the moft virtuous wo

man fociety is a field of conqueft.
Few men have formed the projea of making every

body happy, and fo much the worfe for thofe who

have. But many women have not only formed fuch a

fcheme, but have fucceeded in it.

We are, in general, fo much the more polite, as we
are lefs devoted to ourfelves, and more to others ; as

we are more attentive to opinion ; as we are more

zealous to be diftingikfned ; and, perhaps, in propor
tion as we have fewer refources, and greater means of

having them. In fhort, whether we fpeak of indi

viduals or of nations, of the two fexes or the different

ranks, when we fay they are polite, we always fup-
pofe them to be idle, Lecauk we admit the neceffity of

their living together.
Hence the art of regulating our behaviour, of ad-

j lifting our looks, our words, and our motions, the

need of attentions, and all toe little gratifications of

vanity.
We are naturally inclined to pay that homage

which we receive, and to exaft that which we pay.

Thus the delicacy of fclf-love produces all the refine

ments in fociety ; as the delicacy of the fenfes pro

duces all the refinements in pleafure ; and as the deli

cacy of taft, which is perhaps only the refult of the

other two, produces all the refinements in literature,

r-rts, and fciences.

It will be eafy to difcern how thefe objeas are

conneaed
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connected with one another, and how they all relate to

women.
.

But refined politenefs, it may be faid, is allied to

falfehood. It fubftitutes the expreffion of fentiment

too often for fentiment itfelf.

I littery is common to both Skies. But the flattery
of men is often very difgujling ; that ofwomen is more

light, and has more the appearance of fentiment.

Even when it is overdone, it is generally amufing.
The motive and the manner fave them from con

tempt.
Men generally owe their franknefs to pride ; women

to addrefs. The one fex often utters a truth, without

any other view than truth itfelf. In the mouth of

rir ether, even truth itfelf has an aim.

?ooooc<>c<>oooo<xxx

CHAP. XXXVI.

ON THE IDEA OF FEMALE INFERIORITY.

IT
is an opinion pretty generally eftablilhed, that in

ftrength of mind, as well as of body, men are greatly
Superior to women. Let us, however, duly confider

the kveral propenfities and paths chalked out to each

iiy the author of their nature.

Men are endowed with boldnefs and courage, wo

men are not. The reafon is plain : thefe are beau

ties in our charaaer ; in theirs they would be ble

mishes. Our genius often leads us to the great and the

arduous ; theirs to the foft and the pleafing ; we bend

our thoughts to make life convenient ; they turn

theirs to make it eafy and agreeable. If the endow

ments allotted to us by nature could not be eafily

aequirel by women ; it would be as difficult for u»

La t«



II4 HISTORICAL SKETCHE9

to acquire thofe peculiarly allotted to them. Are

we Superior to them, in what belongs to the male

charader ? They are no lefs fo to us, in what belongs
to the female charafter.

Would it not appear rather ludccrous
to fay, that

a man was endowed only with inferior abilities, be

caufe he was not expert in the nurfing of children,
and praaifing the various effeminacies which we

reckon lovely in a woman ? Would it be reafonable

to condemn him on thefe accounts ? Juft as reafonable
is it to reckon women inferior to men, becaufe their

talents are in general not adapted to tread the horrid

path of war, nor to trace the mazes and intricacies of

Science.

The idea of the inferiority of female nature, has

drawn after it feveral others the moft abfurd, unrea-

fonable, and humiliating to the fex. Such is the

pride of man, that in fome countries he has confidered

immortality as a diftinaion too glorious for women.

Thus degrading the fair partners of his nature, he

places them on a level with the beafts that periSh.
As the Afiatics have, time immemorial, confidered

women as little better than flaves, this opinion pro

bably originated among them. The Mahometans,
both in Alia and Europe, are faid, by a great variety
of writeis, to entertain this opinion.
Lady Montague, in her Letters, has oppofed this

general affertion of the writers concerning the Maho

metans ; and fays that they do not abfolutely deny the

exiftence of female fouls, but only hold them to be of

a nature inferior to thofe of men ; and that they enter

net into the fame, but into an inferior paradife, pre
pared for them on purpofe. Lady Montague, and

the writers whom fhe has contradiaed, may perhaps
be both right. The former might be the opinion
which the Turks brought with them from Afia ; and

the
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the letter, as a refinement upon it, they may have

adopted bv their intercourfe with the Europeans.

This opinion, however, has had but few votaries

in l.rope; though fome have even here maintained

it, and afligncd various reafons for fo doing. Among

tiiefi, the following laughable reafon is not the leaft

particular.
" In the Revelations of St. John the

divine," faid one, whofe wife was a defcendant of

the famous Xantippe*,
"

you will find this paffage :

" And there was filence in heaven for about the fpace
"

of half an hour. Now I appeal to any one whether

" that could poffibly have happened, had there been

**

any women there ? And, fince there are none there,
«•

chanty forbids us to imagine that they are all in a

•' work place ; therefore it follows that they have

««
no immortal part : and happy is it for them, as

"

they are thereby exempted from being accountable

" for all the noife and disturbance they have raifed

" in this world."

In a very ancient treatife, called the Wifdom of all

Times, akribed to HuShang, one of the earlie'l kings
of Pcrfia, are the following remarkable words: " The

"

paffions of men may, by long acquaintance, be tho-
"

roughly known ; but the paffions of women are in-
" fcrutabk : therefore they ought to be feparated from
"

men, left the mutability of their tempers fhould in-
" fea others."

Ideas of a fimilar nature feem to have been, at this

time, generally diffufed over th~ eaft. For we find

Solomon, almoft every where in his writings, exclaim

ing againft women ; and, in the Apocrypha, the au

thor of EcclefiaSlicus is ftill more illiberal in his re-

flections.

"

Xantippe was the wife of Socrates, and the moft famous

fcoklof antiquity.
" Both
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Both thefe authors, it is true, join in the moft en

raptured manner to praife a virtuous woman ; but

take care at the fame time to let us know, that fhe is

fo great a rarity as to be very feldom met with.

Nor have the Afiatics alone been addiaed to this

illiberality of thinking concerning the fex. Satirifls

of all ages and countries, while they flattered them to

their faces, have from their clofets moft profufely Scat

tered their fpleen and ill-nature againft them. Of this

the Greek and Roman poets afford a variety of inftan-
ces : but they muft neverthelefs yield the palm to fome

of our moderns. In the following lines, Pope has

outdone every one of them :

" Men fome to pleafure, fome to bufinefs take,
" But every woman is at heart a rake."

Swift and Dr. Young have hardly been behind this

celebrated fplenetic in illiberality. They perhaps
were not favourites of the fair, and in revenge vented

all their envy and fpleen againft them. But a more

modern and accomplished writer, who by his rank in

life, by his natural and acquired graces, was undoubt

edly a favourite, has repaid their kindnefs by taking
every opportunity of exhibiting them in the moft con

temptible light.
" Almoft every man," fays he,

*'

may be gained fome way ; almoft every woman any
4(

way." Can any thing exhibit a ftronger caution to

the fex ? It is fraught with information j and it is to

he hoped they will ufe it accordingly.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXXVII.

ON FEMALE SIMPLICITY.

WOULD
we conceive properly of that fim-

plicity which is the fweeteft expreflion of a

well-informed and well-meaning mind, which ev ry

where diffufes tendernefs and delicacy, fweetens the

relations of life, and gives a zeft to the minuteft duties

of humanity, let us contemplate every perceptible

operation of nature, the twilight of the evening, the

pearly dew-drops of the early morning, and all that

various growth which indicates the genial return of

ipiing. The fame principle, from which all that is

Soft and pleafing, amiable or exquifite, to the eye or

the ear, in the exterior frame of nature, produces that

tafte for true fimplkity, which is one of the moft

ufeful, as well as the mot elegant leffons, that ladies

can learn.

Infancy is, perhaps, the fineft and moft perfeft
illustration of fimplkity. It is a ftate of genuine na

ture throughout. The feelings of children are under

no kind of reftraint, but pure as the fire, free as the

winds, honeft and open as the face of heaven. Their

joys inceffantly flow in the thickeft fucceffion, and

their griefs only feem fleeting and convalefcent. To

the calls of nature they are only attentive. They
know no voice but hers. Their obedience to all

her commands is prompt and implicit. They never

anticipate her bounties, nor relinquish her pleafures.
This fituation renders them independant of artifice.

Influenced only by nature, their manners, like the

principle that produces them, are always the fame.

Genuine fimplkity is that peculiar quality of the

mind, by which fome happy charaaers are enabled to

avoid



uS HISTORICAL SKETCHES

avoid the moft diftant approaches to every thing like

affeaaticn, inconfiftency, or defign, in their intercourfe
with the world. It is much mere cailily undctftood,

however, than defined; and confills not in a fpecific
tone of the voice, movement of the body, or mode

impofedby ca'km, bat is the natural and permanent
effea of real modefty and good fenfe on the whole

behaviour.

This has been confidered, in all ages, as one of the

firft and moft captivating ornaments of the fex. The

favage, the plebeian, the man of the world, and the

courtier, are agreed in ftamping it with a preference
to every other female excellence.
Nature only is lovely, and nothing unnatural can

ever be amiable. The genuine expreffions of truth

and nature are happily calculated to imprefs the heart
with pleafure. No woman, whatever her other qua
lities may be, was ever eminently agreeable, but in

proportion as distinguished by thefe. The world is

good-natured enough to give a lady credit for all the

merit fhe can poffefs or acquire, without affeaation.

But the leaft Shade or colouring of this odious foible

brings certain and indeliable obloquy on the moft ele

gant accomplishments. The blackeft fufpicion ine

vitably refts on every thing affumed. She who is only
an ape of others, or prefers formality, in all its gi
gantic and prepofterous fhapes, to that plain unembar-

raffed condua which nature unavoidably produces,
will affuredly provoke an abundance of ridicule, but

never can be an objea either of love or efteem.
The various artifices of the fex difcover themfelves

at a very early period. A paffion for expence and

fhow is one of the firft they exhibit. This gives them
a tafte for refinement, which divefts their young hearts

of almoft every other feeling, renders their tempers

defultory and capricious, regulates their drefs only by
the moft fantaftic models of finery and fafhion, and

makes
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makes^hcir company rather tirefcme and aukward,

than pleafing or elegant.
No one perhaps can form a more ludicrous contrail to

every thing juft and graceful in nature, than
the woman

vi hofc fole objea in life is to pafs for a fne lady. The

attentions She every where and uniformly pays, ex-

p*a«, and even exacts, arc tedious and fatiguing.

Her various movements and attitudes are all adjufted

and exhibited by rule. By a happy fluency of the

moft elegant language, She has the art of imparting a

momentary dignity and grace to the mereft trifles.

Studious only to mimic fuch peculiarities as are moft

admired in others, She^affeas a loquacity peculiarly

flippant and tearing; becaufe fcandal, routs, finery,

fans, china, lovers, lap-dogs, or fquirrels, are her con

stant themes. Her amufements, like thofe of a mag-

pye, are only hopping over the fame fpots, prying
into the fame corners, and devouring the fame fpecies
of prey. The fimple and beautiful deliniations of

nature, in her countenance, gefturcs, and whole de

portment are habitually deranged, diftorted, or con

cealed, by the affeaed adoption of whatever grimace
or deformity is Iatcft, or moSl in vogue.

She acruftoms her face to a fimper, which every

feparate feature in it belies. She fpoils, perhaps, a

blooming complexion with a profuSion of artificial

colouring. She diftorts the moft exquifite Shape by-
loads or volumes of ufelefs draper)'. She has her head,
her arms, her feet, and her gait, equally touched by
art and affeaation, into what is called the tajle, the

ton, or the fafhion.
She little confiders to what a torrent of ridicule

and farcafm this mode of condua expofes her ; or

how exceedingly cold and hollow that ceremony muft

be, which is not the language of a warm heart. She

does not reflea how infipid thofe fmiles are, which

indicate no internal pleafantrv ; nor how aukward

thofe
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thofe graces, which fpring not from habits of good
nature and benevolence. Thus, pertnefs fucceeds to

delicacy, affurance to modefty, and all the vagaries of

a liftlefs, to all the fenfibilities of an ingenious mind
With her, punailio is politenefs ; diffipation, life ;

and levity, fpirit. The miferable and contemptible
drudge of every tawdry, innovation in drefs or cere

mony, fhe inceffantly 'niiftakes extravagance for tafte,
and finery for elegance.
Her favourite examples are noU'thofe perfons of ac

knowledged fincerity, who fpea« as they feel, and act

as they think ; but fuch only^re are formed to dazzle

her fancy, amufif/he*f fenfeajRir humour her whims.

Her only ftiidy^is how to garter or Shine, how to cap
tivate and gratify the gaac of the multitude, or how
to fwell her own pomp and importance. To this

interesting objea all her affiduities and time are reli-

gioufly devoted.

How often is debility of mind, and even badnefs of

heart, concealed under a fplendid exterior ! The fairett

of the fpecies, and of the fex, often want fincerity ; and

without fincerity every other qualification is rather a

blemifh than a virtue or excellence. Sincerity operates
in the moral, fomewhat like the fun in the natural

world ; and produces nearly the fame effeas on the

difpofitions of the human heart, which he does on

inanimate objeas. Wherever fincerity prevails, and

is felt, all the fmiling and benevolent virtues flourish

moft, difclofe their fweeteft luftre, and diffufe their

richeft fragrance.
Heaven has not a finer or more perfea emblem on

earth, than a woman of genuine fimplkity. She

affeas no graces which are not infpired by fincerity.
Her opinions refult not from paffion and fancy, but

from reafon and experience. Candour and humility

give expanfion to her heart. She ftruggles for no

kind of chimerical credit, difclaims the appearance cf

every
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r\.ry affectation, and is in all things juft what fhe

lea ins, and others would b thought. Nature, not

art, is the great Standard of her manners ; and her ex-

teiior wears no varnifh, or embcliifliment, which is

not the genuine lignature of an < pen, undefignkg,
and benevolent mind. It is not in her power, becaufe

not in her nature, to hide, with a fawning in, and a

mtllow voice, her avcrfion or contempt, where her

delicacy is bin:, her temper ruffled, or her feelings in-

fulled.

In fhort, whatever appears moft amiable, lovely,
or interesting in nature, art manners, or life, originates
in Simplicity. What is corredhicfi. in tafte, purity in

morals, truth in fcience, grace in beauty, but fimpli-

rity ? It is the garb of innocence. It adorned the

Skit ages, and Still adorns the infant Slate of huma

nity. Without fimplicitv, woman is a vixen, a co-

ipictte, a hypocrite; fociety a mafcruerade, and plea
fure a phantom.
The following Story, I believe, is pretty generally

known. A lady, whofe hufband had long been a -

dieted with an acute but lingering difeafe, fuddenly
feigned fuch an uncommon tendernefs for him, as to

reSolvr on dying in his Stead. She had even the ad-

(hefs to perfuade him not to outlive this extraordinary
inftance oi her conjugal fidelity and attachment. It

was iikundy agreed they Should mutually fwalkw

fuch a quantity of aifenic, as would fpeedily effba

their dreadful purpofc. She compofed the fatal

draught before his face, and even fet him the defperate
example of drinking firft. By this device, which had

all the appearance of the greateft affeaation and can

dour, the dregs only were referved for him, and kon

put a period to his life.

It then appeared that the dofe was fo tempered, as,
from the wright of die principal ingredient, to be

deadly only at the bottom, which fhe had artfully
M appropriated
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appropriated {■■■■: his fhare. Even ater all this finefl'e,
She feized, we are tohJ, his inheritance, and infulted

his memory by a fecond marriage.

CHAP. XXXVIII.

ON THE MILD MAGNANIMITY OF WOMEN.

A
LATE eminent anatomift, in a profeffional dif-
courfe on the female frame, is faid to have de

clared, that it almoft appeared an aa of cruelty in

nature to produce fuch a being as woman. This re

mark may, indeed, be the natural exclamation of re

fined fenfibility, in contemplating the various maladies

to which a creature of fuch delicate organs is ine

vitably expofed; but, if we take a more enlarged furvey
of human exiftence, we Shall be far from discovering
any juft reafon to arraign the benevolence of its pro

vident and gracious author. If the delicacy of woman

mull render her familiar with pain and ficknefs, let

us r:member that her charms, her pleafures, and her

happinefs, arife alfo from the fame attraaive quality.
She is a being, to ufe the forcible and elegant ex-

preffion of a poet,

" Fine by defcl, and amiably weak."

There is, perhaps, no charm by which fhe more

effectually fecures the tender admiration and the lafting
love of the more hardy fex, than her fuperior indure-

ance, her mild and graceful fubmiffion to the common

evils of life.

Nor is this the fole advantage fhe derives from her

gende fortitude. It is the prerogative of this lovely
virtue,
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Tirtu-;, to lighten the preffure of all th k i icon)eghle
evils which it cVecrfi'.lly e.rJnres. The frame of

mm may be c wnpired to the ft irdy »ai, wkth is

(/:ci .Innercd by refk'ing the temp ;r. 'Wo.-nu, is

t';e j-h lot f.r, which, ia bendi io to the ik:i.i, •-';. ri-i

ri ; vkicntv.

Tlie accurate obfervers of human nature will readily
;:'!n. .-, that patience is rrxjft eminently the charaaer-

illic of woman. To what a fublime ami aftonifkng
height this virtue has been cairicd by beings of the

moil delicate texture, wc have Striking examples ia

the nnriy female martyrs who were ex.ickd, i i th^

nrft u^es of chriftianity. to the moft barb iron., and

ling ring tortures.

N-ir was it only from chriftian z.-nl that woma. i

('■rivd the power of de.'Ving the ut noil rigours ct

pcifccntion with invincible fortitude. Sakt Am-

brofe, in his elaborate and pious tn.-u.ife on tins kb-

j> ct, records the refolution of a fair difciple of Py-
thagora.i, who, bckg fevertly urged by a tyrant to

reveal the fecrets >i ner fex, to convince him th-": no

torments Should reduce her to fo unworthy a breach

vf Iier vow, bit her own tongtu afunder, and darted it
in the face of her oppreffor.
In confequence of thofe happy changes which

have taken place in the w.ahl, fiom the m-o frets cf

purilhd religion, the inflexible fpirit of the

'

tc-ndci
U\ i; no longc

•

expofed to fuch inhuman triri.s. But,
if the earth is happily delivered from the demons of
torture and fuperllition ; if beantv and innocence a--!-.

no more k danger of being dragged to periih at tb-

flake—perhaps there see Situations, in fen.de Ik,
th.t require as much patience and magnanimity, a-i

were formerly exerted in the fiery torments of the

rirgin martyr. B is more difficult to fnr-.nort an acre

muktun of minute infelicities, than a:.\ ikkr eak ;k:\-
o: t ;e m^t te-riiic rnag.kidc.

C H A P.
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C H A P. XXXIX.

OM FINALS BlllCACY.

HERE the human rac« has little other culture

than what it receives from nature, the two

fexes live together, unconfeioua of almoft any rtftrtint

on their words or on their a&ions. The Greeks, in
th? heroic reges, as appears from the whok hiftory of

their conduit, where totally unacquainted with deli.

eacy. The Romans, in the infancy of their empire!
were the fame, Tacitus informs us that the ancient

Germans had not ftperate teds for the two fexes, but
that they lay promiicuoufly on reads or on hearth|

fpread along the walls of their houfes. This cuftom

ftill prevails in Lapland among the peafants of Nor

way, Poland, and Rufiia ; and it is not altogether obli
terated in fome parts of the highlands of Scotland and

ofWales.

In Otaheite, to appear naked, or in clothes, are

circne.ilances equally indifferent to Loth fexes ; nor

does anv word in their language, nor any aaion to

which they are prompted by nature, feem more inde

licate or reprehenfibk than another. Such are the

efikas of a total want of culture.

Kfleas not very diffimilar are, in France and Italy,
produced from a redundance of it. Though thefe are

the polite ft countries in Europe, women there fet

themfelves above fhair.e, and defpife delicacy. It is

laughed out of exiftence, as a Silly and unfashionable

weaknefs.

But k Chir.a, one of"the politeft countries in Afia.

and perhaps not even, in this refpea, behind France

or Italy, the cafe is euite ;rthei wife. No human being
can be more delicate than a Chkefe woman, in her

drefs,

w
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eh-eft, in her behaviour, and in her conyerfation ; ani

fhould She ever hanp n to be expofed in aiy unbe-

coming maimer, She feels with the greatell p >.gn ine
-

the aukward.ifls of her fituation,
andd polfible cover-

her ke. ,
th i' She nnv not be knou n.

1„ the midlt of h. many dikordant appearmc.s,

the' mind is perplexed, and can hardly fix upon a ,y

caufc to which female delicacy is to be afcrib-d. ir

we attend, however, to the whole animal creation, it

we confikr it attentively wherever it mils under or

obfervation, it will difcowr to us, that m the remale

there is a greater degree of delicacy or coy rdu- *

than in the make Is not this a proof, that, through
the wide extent of creation, tin feeds of delicacy are

more lhVrJly bellowed upon
females than opon

Rl I'tS ?
,

, .

In th-.* remote it pciioJs of which we hive rny 1,1-

torical aeeount, we in I that the women had a ckii a< v

to wh'Ji the other kx wcie ftmn -crs. Rebecca veikd

herfelf v.h.n fhe Si. ft approached lk.i<; her future

hulb-iiid. Many of .the fables of antiquity mark,

w.t'i the moft d't.n.rtkhkg characters, th.' te.rce ot

ic:nJ. klkacy. Of this kind is the fable cf Arton

.,
, jJ Dla :.i. Aa»:on, a famous hunter, being in t!-e

woods with his hounds, beating for game, accent::, y

fpicd Dan.a and her nymph6 bathing in a ri .

i'loinptcd by curioiity, he Stole fiiendy into a ntigk
he-.irin ' thicket, that he might have a nearer view of

ik n. Ti.e godicL chfeovering him, wis fo aaronted

at k» an.! c ty, and fo much afliamed to have bet n

feen n kt \ tk-.t in re. cage She k-m.diatcly tun'-

•formed him iir.o a Si ig, let h's own hounds upon h -,:„

and encouraged them to overtake 'it d- vour bin.

l\ files this aud other fables, and historical anecdotes

of antiqaity, tkir poets feldom •. \k.bit a female ch.i-

mPter, without adorning it with th •

graces of mo

de ily and del-.cacy. Ik .ev w ; ay kfir, tin', t e

JVI 2 qualities,
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qualities have not only been always effential to virtuous

women in civilized countries, but were alfo conftantly
praifed and efteemed by men of fenfibility ; and that

delicacy is an innate principle in the female mind.

There are fo many evils attending the lofs of virtue

in women, and fo greatly are the minds of that fex

depraved when they have deviated from the path of

rectitude, that a general contamination of their morals

may be confidered as one of the greateft misfortunes
that can befal a ftate, as in time it deftroys almoft

every public virtue of the men. Hence all wife le

gislators have ftrktly enforced upon the fex a par
ticular purity of manners ; and not fatisfied that

they fhould abftain from vke only, have required them

even to fhun every appearance of it.

Such, in fome periods, were the laws of the Ro

mans ; and fuch were the efttas of thefe laws, that
if ever female delicacy Shone forth in a confpicuous
manner, it was perhaps among thofe people, after

they had worn off much of the barbarity of their firft

ages, and before they became contaminated by the

wealth and manners of the nations which they plun
dered and fubjea.ed. Then it was that we find many
of their women furpaffing in modefty almoft every

thing related by fable ; and then it was that their

ideas of delicacy were fo highly refined, that they
cculd not even bear the fecret confeioufnefs of an in

voluntary crime, ar.d far kfs of having tacitly con-

fented to it.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XL.

ON VKMALE WIT.

WI
T has been well compared to the dancing
of a meteor, that blazes, allures, and misleads,

Moft certainly it alone can never be a fteady light ;
and too probably it is often a fatal one. Of thofe

who hate refigncd themfelves to its guidance, how few

has it not betrayed into great indifcrctior.s at leaft,

by inflaming their thirft of applaufe ; by rendering
them little nice in their choice of company ; by fedu-

cing them into Slrokes of fatire, too offenfive to the

perfons againft whom they were levelled, not to be re

pelled upon the authors with full vengeance ; and,

finally, by making them, in confequence of that heat

which produces, and that vanity which fofters it, for

getful of thofe cool and moderate rules that ought to

icgulate their conduct !

A very Lw th«rc may have been endowed with

judgment nod temper fuffkfent to reftrain them from

indulging
" the raSh dexterity of wit," and to direct:

it to purpofes equally agreeable and beneficial. But

one thing is certain—that witty men, for the moft

part, have had few friends, though many admirers.

Their conve rfation has been courted, while their abi

lities have been feared, or their charaaers hated—or

both, lu truth, the laft have feldom merited afkaion,
even when the firft have excited efteem. Sometimes

their hearts have been fo bad, as at length to bring
their heads into difgrace.
At any rate, the faculty termed wit is commonly

koked on with a fufpicious eye, as a two-edged
Sword, from which not even the fucrcdaefs of friend

ship caa fecusc.
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It is generally more dreaded in women than in men.

In a Mrs. Rowe, we may prefume, it was not. To

great brilliancy of imagination, that angelic female

joined yet greater goodnefs of difpofition ; and never

wrote, nor was ever fuppofed to have faid, in her

whole life, an ill-natured, or even an indelicate tiling.
Of iuch a woman, wkh all her talents, none could be

afraid. In her company, it muft have been impoffible
not to feel refpea. If aught on earth can prefent the

image of celeftial excellence in its fofteft array, it is

furely an accomplijhed woman ; in whom purity and

meeknefs, intelligence and modefty, mingle their

charms.

Men of the beft fenfe, however, have been ufually
averfe to the thought of marrying a witty female.

Were they afraid of being outShone ? Some of them

perhaps might be fo, but many of them aaed or -dif

ferent motives. Men who underftand the fcience of

domeftic happinefs, know that its very firft principle
is eafe. Of that indeed we grow fonder, in every con

dition, as we advance in life, and as the heat of youth
abates. But we cannot be eafy where we are not

fafe. We are never fafe in company cf a critic ;

and almoft every wit is n critic by profeffion. In fuch

company we are not at liberty to unbend ourfelves.

All muft be the ftraining of ftudy, or the anxiety of

apprehenfion. How painful ! Where the heart may

not expand and open itfelf with freedom, farewel to

teal friendfhip, farewel to convivial delight 1 But to

fuffer this rettraint at home, what mifery ! From the

brandifhings of wit in the hand of ill-nature, of impe
rious paifion, or of unbounded vanity, who would not

flee ? But when that weapon is brandished at a huf

band, is it to be wondered if, from his own houfe,

he take Shelter in the -tavern ! He fought a friend, he

expeaed to be happy in a reafonable companion ; he

has found a perpetual fatirift, ox a felf-fufficient prat
tler.
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ller. How does one pity fuch a man, v hen one fees

him in continual fear on his own account, and that

of hit friend", and for the poor lady herfelf ; kit, in

the run of her dikourfe, tk Should be guilty of fom£

petulence or fome indifcretwn, that would expofe fur,
and hurt them all !

But take the matter at the heft, there is ftill all

the difference ia the world between the entertainer of

in evening, and a partner for life. Of the latter, a

fober mind, ftcady attachment, and gentk manners,

joined to a good understanding, wQl ever be the chief

recommendations ; whereas the qualities that fparkk
will be often fuQkient for the former.

CHAP. XLI.

ON FEMALE CRSDOLITY.

OF
fome females, credulity is a very Striking cha-

raaeriftk. A credulous woman is fupremely
{killed in the ingenious ml happy art of building
eaftles in the air ; and, as often as one fabric of iflufion
is demolifhed, (he ereas another in its place. Her
life is a fcene of perpetual and ever-varying hope ;

and, as hope is one of the moft lively paffions, her
temper is nah'rally gay. Her head may be compared
to one of thofe raree-fhow boxes, which are filled with

fplendid and fucceffive pictures of one magnificent ob-
ject. At the firft peep yon may difcern the tempk
of Hymen. The Stricture prefently vanishes ; but

difappeais only to make room for a more captkatk-
view, either of the temple itfelf, or of fome delightful
avenue which is terminated bv the fame noble edifice.

She
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She can recollea a thoufand inftances in real life,
as well as romance, of ladies who have made the moft

hidden and fortunate conquefts, by the Simple and

natural circumftance of looking out of a window ; and

fhe therefore devotes herfelf, with particular «ifiduity,
to this favourite amufement. She fees a lover in every
man by whom fhe is civilly accofted ; and hears a

hint at leaft, if not an offer of marriage, in every com

mon compliment that is cafually addreffed to her.

There is one danger to which a credulous lady, if
fhe happens to be rich, is particularly expofed ; I

mean, the very ferious danger arifing from thofe vi

gilant and affiduous gentlemen, 'ycleped fortune hunt-

ters, who think themfelves entitled to plunder an opu

lent female, in the charaaer of a bridegroom.
Flaccilla was an unfortunate example of this fatal

credulity. She inherited an ample fortune, and pof
feffed from her childhood a romantic turn of mind.

She happened to pafs fome months in autumn at

the feat of a nobleman to whom She was diftantly
related. The peer had lately received a new game

keeper into his fervice—a ftout and cnterprifing fon of

Hibernia, who had feen, though under thirty, many
viciffitudes of life ; and had fuftained the aaive parts

of a travelling valet, a common foldier, and a ftrolling
player, before he engaged in his prefent occupation.
The lively Patrick foon contraaed a great intimacy
with the fair attendant of Flaccilla ; who diverted him,
in their vacant moments, by relating with ludicrous

humour the whimfies of her lady.
The ingenious Hibernian, who had founded his

amufement on the foibles of the maid, now determined

to build his fortune on the foibles of the miftrefs.

Having arrayed himfelf in his new fuit of green, he

furprifed the tender Flaccilla alone, in a fequeftered

fpot of her favourite wood, to which She delighted to
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retire, for the convenience of devouring a new novel

without interruption.
Patrick foon prevailed on her to quit the vifionary

tale fur a more c» gaging romance. In Short, he per-
fuaded her that he was the fon of an Irifh peer in

difguift , who had only fubmitted to his prefent humi
liation, to fecure the ecftatic delight, which he now

enjo)eel, of throwing himfelf at her feet. The fteady
impoftor played hi« part with dexterity and fuccefs.

The lady confented to elope, was married, and made

mifcrable, before the aaivity of her friends could un

deceive her. All, indeed, that they were at laft able

to do for her was, to prevail on the reafonable Patrick
to leave his wife to reflea on her credulous impru
dence, and to bargain for a chance of future tran

quillity at the expence of her fortune. Some incon-

fiderable Share of this, indeed, She was lucky enough
to recover and retain ; but her health and Spirits
were impared by the difgrace of her adventure, and
l»er latter years were embittered by unavailing repen
tance for her abfurd credulitv.

This foible, however, though riling to a high de

gree of abfurdity, may Still, in fome inftances, be an

object more worthy of tendernefs and pity, than of

contempt and derifion. Inftead of being
'

the offen-
five offspring of arrogance and vanity, it is frequently
the mere baby of fimplkity and benevolence. It
often arifes folely from the moft natural and the moft
amiable of human wifhes, the with of being beloved ;

and, when its origin is fuch, who wotdd not be tender
to the child for the fake of the parent ?

As hope is one of the moft potent of our illufive

paffions, we cannot wonder that the juft and laudable

hope of finding a hufband, Should often cheat the
moSl fenfible of ladies into an erroneous beliefofhaving
found him. How often does the philofopher delude
hunfelf in much clearer matters, and where the filence

of
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of his heart affords him not fo good an excufe for the

confufion of his judgment !

This eafinefs of belief, with regard to many, is fo

perfeaiy free fom every other blemiSh, that one can

not but lament the raillery to which it is expofed.
It has been perceived to be united with fuch frames,
that, inftead of deriding it as a weaknefs, fome have

been almoft led to regard it as a gift from heaven, to

compenfate for the misfortunes of deformity. The

young and inconfiderate cannot be expeaed to veiw it

in fo ferious a light. But, to caution them from the

danger of treating it with fuch unintended cruelty
as they may afterwards regret, I fhall relate the brief

hiftory of a lady, whofe fate was as lingular as her per-
fon was unfortunate, and her charaaer deferring.
Harriot Afpin was the youngeft of four Sifters, who

in their childhood had all a profpea of paffing through
life with every advantage that beauty and fortune

can beftow. But deftiny ordained it otherwife ; the

extravagance of their father abridged the portion of

each ; and the little Harriot had the additional affliaion

of perfonal calamities.
From a fall which her nurfe occafioned, and con

cealed, fhe contraaed a great degree of deformity ;

and the iujuries that her frame had received from acci

dent, were completed in what her countenance fullered

from that cruel diftemper, by which beauty was fo

frequently deftroyed before the happy introduaion

of inoculation. Her countenance and perfon were

wretchedly disfigured ; but her mind ftill poffeffed the
moft valuable of mental powers, and her heart was

embellifhed by every generous affeaion, Her friends

Were many ; but fhe had paffed her fortieth year

without once hearing the addreffes of a fingle lover,

Yet the fancied whifper of this enchanting paffion
often vibrated in her ear ; for, with a folid and bril

liant understanding, fhe was deeply tkaured with this

credulous
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credulous foible. As fhe advanced toward* fifty,
finding het income very narrow, and her fituation u:i-

pleafant, fhe took fhclter in the family of her favourite

filler, married to a good -natii red man of e ify fortune ;

who, though he had fevcral children, veiy readily r.l-

lowed his wife to afford an afylum, and adminifter all

the comforts in her power, to this unfortunate re

lation.

The good deeds of benevolence rarely pafs unre

warded. The obliging temper of Harrkt, united to

infinite wit and vivacity, contributed to rcftore the de

clining health of her fitter, and enlivened the houfe

into which She was fo kindly admitted. She endeared

herfelf to every branch of it ; but her fecond nephew,
whofe name is Edward, became hef principal favourite,
and returned her partiality with more clkcr.i and

affection than nephews are ufed to feel for an old

ma'den aunt. Indeed, there was a Striking fimilarity
in their charaaers; for they both poffeffed a very un-

o.rnmon portion of wit, with extreme generofity and

good-nature. Harriot had the moft perfect penetra
tion into the foibles of every cha'acftcr but her own ;

and had the art of treating them with fuch tender ani

falutary mirth, that She pre ferved her nephew, whofe

conltitution was amorous and vain, from a thoufand

follies into which the giddinefs oi his paffions would

otherwife have betrayed him ; and, what is ftill more

to her honour, when he was really fallen into fome

juvenile fcrape, which fometimes would happen, flic

never failed to affift him, both with feeret advice, and
the private aid of fuch little fums of money, as fhe

always contrived to fave from her flender income, for the
moft generous of purpofes.

By her laft beneficence of this nature, She had ena

bled her nephew to redeem his gold watch, which Ed

ward, who ilood in awe of hi i fadier, had actually
N pawned
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pwned, to ikkver a poor and unfortunate girl from a

rpunging-houfe.
It was almoft impoffible not to love a maiden aunt

ci fo engaging a charaaer ; and Edward, whofe

afkaions were naturally ardent, loved her indeed

moft finccrciy. But his penetration difcovered her

foible, and the vivacity of his fpirit often tempted him

to fport with it.

Hitherto, however, he had done fo in the moft

hanukfs manner; but a circumftance arofe, which

fully proved the danger of this ordinaiy diverfion.

Edward, being a younger brother, was defigned for

the profeffion of phyfic. He had ftudied at Edin

burgh ; rr.d, returning from thence to London, had

brought with him a medical friend, who was a native

of Sevoy, and was preparing to fettle as a phyfician
at Turin. In the gaiety of his heart, Edward in-

fcrrned his aunt Harriot that he had provided her

with a hufband ; and he enlarged on the excellent qua
lities cf his friend. The Savoyard was extremely
polite : and, either attraaed by the pleafantry of her

c.onverfation, or touched with medical pity for the

ftriking infelicity of her distorted frame, he had paid
particular attention to Mifs Afpin ; for, being yet
under fifty, She had not affumed the title of Mrs.

This particidar attestioa was fully fufheient to con

vince the credulous Harriot that her nephew was feri-

ous. But fhe was unluckily confirmed in that illufion,

by his faying to her, one evening,
"

Well, my dear
"
aunt, my friend is to leave England on Monday.

" Confider, upon your pillow, whether you will pafs
-' the Alps, to fettle with him for life ; and let me

" know your decifion before the week expires."
The fportive Edward was very far from fuppofing

that thefe idle words could be produaive of any fatal

event ; for the health of his aunt was fuch, that he

confidered bis propofal of croffing the Alps full as

extravagant
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extrnragant as if he had propokd to her to kttk in

the moon. But let youth and vigoir remember, that

they feldom can form a jull eftimate of the wifhcs,

tliMi.-g'nts, and feelings of inlirnuty.
Poor Harriot had no fooner retired to Iter ch^irher,

titan She c itered into a profound dekne with a fia-

>o ante maid, who ukd to Sleep in her room, conc-emiri ;
■

the danger* of crofting the Alps, and the ftate of he-

heal tii. In tin'-, debate, both her k-art and her fancv

played the part of very able advocates, and defended
a weak caufe by an aftonifhing variety of arguments
in its favour. They utterly overpowered her judg
ment. Mat they could not bias the founder kr.k cf

Molly, who was feated on the bench on this occafion.

The hone ft girl, who happened to have a reel lover
in England, had many motives to dk.ia.k iier miftrefs
from an extravagant p«\;jea of fettling in a foreign
country ; and fhe uttered as many reafor.s to poor
Harriot againft the paffage of the Alps, as were urged
to the fon of Hamikar by his Carthaginian hkncU,
when he firft talked of traverfing tlofe tremenduous

moi'ntains. The debate was very warm on both fides,
and fupported through the greateft part of the night.
The fpiritcd Harriot was horribly fatigued by the

difcourfe, but utterly unconvinced by the forcible ar

guments of her opponent. She even believed that
the journey would prove a remedy for her afthmatic

complaints. Her defire of a matrimonial cftabh'fh-
ment was full as efficacious as the vines ar of Iknnibal;
and the Alps melted before it.

f At the dawn of day, fhe had pofitively determined
to fallow the fin-tunes of the amiable Sa\\,vard. The

peace of mind which this decifion pr kneed, afforded
her a Ihort fluinhe, : but, on waking, !l,e was very rlir
freim being refrcfhej ; and found that her urlrirpy
frame had fi.ffcred fo much from the agitation e^f her

fpirit, and the want of h.r ufuvd deep, that '.he was

un-tbl.
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unable to appear at breakfaft. This, however, was a

circumftance too common to alarm the family : for,

though her chcerfulnefs never forfook her, yet her

Hi tie portion of ftrength was frequently exhaufted ; and

her breath often fecmed at the very point ofdeparting
from her diminutive body.
Towards noon, her lifter entered her chamber, to*

make a kind enquhy concerning her health. It was a

warm day in Spring ; yet Harriot, who was extremely
chilly, had feated herfelf in a little low chair, by the

fide of a large fire. Her feet were ftrangely twilled

together, and, leaning forward to reft her elbow on her

knee, fhe fuppoited her head on her right hand. To

the affcaionate queftions of her filler fhe made no reply,
but, ftarting from her reverie, walked with apparent

difficulty acrofs the chamber, and, faying with a fee

ble and fainting voice,
«' I can never pafs the Alps,"

funk down on the fide of her bed, and with one deep
figh, but without any convulsive Struggle, expired.
Whether the much-injured and defective organs of

her life were completelyworn out by time, or whether
•

he conflia of different affeaions, which had handled

her fpirit through the night, really Shortened her exift-

lence, the all-feeing Author of it alone can determine.

it h certain, however, that her death, and the pecu-
kr circumftances attending it, produced among her

relations the moll poignant aftii&ion, As fhe died with

out one convidfive motion, her filler could hardly be
lieve her to be dead ; and as this good lady had

r.ot attended to the k ricks of her fon Edward fhe

could rot comprehend the laft word? of Harriet, till her
faithful fen-ant gi.ve a fnl! and honeft p.cromrt cf the

nightly cor.verfiirion which had pafkd between htifelf
and her departed n.iftrcf ..

An intimate friend cf her nephew Edward, who well

Knew his regard for this Singular little being, haftened

to him the frift moment that he heard fhe was no more:.

He
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He found him under the Slrongcfi impreftion of recent

grief, and in the midft of that Self accat ttion fo natural

to a generous fpirit upon fuch an oc^aSion. He endea

voured to comfort hki, by obferving that ckalh, which

ought, perhaps, never to be confidered as aa *ril, might
finely be fki ,tk1 a blcill.ig to a perfou, whofe unfor

tunate infirm' ki of 'ooe' mult undoubtedly have be .1

a fouice of kctffiut Suturing. "Alas! my dear fri. ■■},''
be replied,

" bwth my heart andmy underllandk/ refufe
to iubfci ilx' to the ideas, by wuich you fo kii cily try
to confok me. I allow, indeed, that her lr/me was un

happy, and her health ir.oft dclici'te. But who bed a

keener relifh of all the genuine plea'", ires which be

long to a lively and cultivated nind, and ftill rwre

of all thofe higher delights, which are at once the

tcft and the reward of a benevolent heart ? It is true, flu-

had her foibles ; but what right had I to fpori with
them ? To me they ought to have been particularly
facred, for She never looked upon mine, but with t

moft generous indulgence."
" Poor Harriot!" he

would frequently exclaim ;
"

pocr aunt Harriot ! I

have b'ifc/y abridged thy very weak, but not unjoyous
exiftencf, by tlie moft unthinking barbarity. I will,
however, be tender to thy memory; and I wifh that

I cou/d warn the world againft the dangerous cruelty
.of j-'fting with the credulity of every being who may
i-cfemble thee."

N: C'H A r-.
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C H A V. XLII.

OSi THF lNl'l.VfNCF. Of FEMALE SOCIETY.

'""^"MIE company
< f kkk» has a very powerful in-

X fluence on the fentiments and condua of men.

V\'umc\ the fruitful Source of half our joys, and

perhaps of more than half our forrows, give an

elegance to our manners, and a reliSh to our pka
fures, They koth our afflictions and fofttn our cares.

Too much of their company will render uS'effeminate,
and infallibly Stamp upon us many fignature6 of the fe

male nature. A rough and unpolifhed behwviour, as well
as Slovenlinefs of perfon, will certainly tip the confe

quence of an almoft conftant exclufion fnim it. By
Spending a reafonable portion of our timo^i the com

pany of the women, and another in the cwpany of our

own fex, we fhall imbibe a proper fhare of the foftnefs of

the female, and at the fame time retain the firmnefs

and conftancy of the male.
"We believe that it is proper," fays an amiable wri

ter, who has fludied the human heart with fucce^g, for

perfons of the fame age, of the fame fex, of fimilar dif-

pofitions and purfuits, to affociate together. But here

we feem to be deceived by words. If we confult nature

and common fenfe, we Shall find, that the true propri
ety and harmony of focial life depend upon the con-

neaion of people of different difpofitions and charaaers
judicioufly blended together. Nature hath made no

individual, nor no clafs ofpeople, independent of the reft
of their fpecies, or fuffkient for their own happinefs.
" Each fex, each charaaer, each period of fife, have

their feveral advantages and difadvantages -, and that

anion is the kappkft and moft proper where wants are

snutually fupplied*
« The
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** The fair fex fhould naturally hope to gain from

our converfation, knowledge, wifdom, and fedatencfs ;

and they fhould to give us, in exchange, humanity,
priitcnefs, cheerfulnefs, tafte, and fentiment.
" The levity, the rafhnefs, and folly of early fife are

tempered with the gravity, the caution, and the wifdom
of age ; while the temidity, coldncfs of heart, and

languor incident to declining years, are fupported and

affilled by the courage, the warmth, and the vivacity of
youth."
As little focial intercourfe fubfifted between the two

fexes, in the more early ages of antiquity, we find

the men lefs courteous, and the women lefs engag

ing. Vivacity and cheerfulnefs feem hardly to have

exifted. Eren the Babylonians, who appear to have
allowed their women more liberty than any of the an

cients, feem not to have lived with them in a friendly and
fiimiliar manner. But, as their intercourfe with them was

considerably greater than that of the neighbouring na

tions, they acquired thereby a polifh and refinement
unknown to any of the people who furrounded them.
The manners of both fexes were fofter, and better cal
culated to pleafe.
They likett'ife paid more attention to cleanlinefs

and drefs.

After the Greeks became famous for their know

ledge of the arts and fciences, their rudenefs and barba
rity were only foftned a/«u degrees. It is not therefore
arts, fciences, and learning, but the company of the other
fex, that forms the manners and renders the man

•agreeable..
The Romans were, For fome time, a community

without women, and confequently without any thing
to foften the ferocity of male nature. The Sabine

virgins, whom they had ftolen, appear to have infufed
into them the firft ideas -of politenefs. But it was

»»any ages before this politenefs banifhedthe roughnefs
of



14° HISTORICAL SKETCHES

of the warrior, and affumed the refinement of the

gentlmen.
During the times of chivalry, famale enfluence was

at the zenith of its glory and perfection. It was the

fource of valour, it gave birth to politenefs, it awakened

pity, it called forth benevolence, it reftriaed the hand

of oppreffion, and meliorated the human heart. " I can

not approach my miftrefs," faid one,
" till I have done

fome glorious deed tint may defer ve her notice. -Ac

tions Should be the meffengers of the heart ; they are the

homage due to beauty, and they only lftould difcover

love."

Marfan, inftruaing a young knight how to behave

fo as to gain the favour of the fair, has thefe remarkable

words :—
" When your arm is raifed, if your lance fail,

draw your fword direaiy ; and let heaven and hell re-

found with the clafh. Lifelefs is the foul which beauty
cannot animate, and weak is the arm which cannot

fight valiantly to defend it."

The Ruffians, Poles, and even the Dutch, pay kfs

attention to their females than any of their neighbours,
and are, by confequence, lefs diftinguiihed for the graces
of their perfons, and the feelings of their hearts.
The fightnefs of their food, and the fahibrity of their

air, have been affigned ar, reafons for the vivacity and

cheerfulnefs of the French, and their fortitude in fup-
porting their fpirits through all the adverfe circum-

ftances of this world. But the conftant mixture of the

young and old, of the two fexes, is no doubt one of

the principal reafons, why the cares and ills of life fit

lighter on the Shoulders of that fantaftic people, than
on thofe of any other countiy in the world.

The French reckon an excurfion dull, and a party
of pleafure without reh'fh, unlefs a mixture of both fexes

join to compofe k. The French women do not even

withdraw from the table after meals ; nor do the men

dikovej
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difcover that impatience to have them difmified, which

they fo often do in England.
It is alleged by thofe who have no relifh for the

conversation of the fair fix, that their prefence
curbs the freedom of fpeech, and reftrains the jollity
of mirth. But, if the conrerfation and the mirth are

decent, if the company arc capable of relifhing any

thing but wine, the very reverie is the cafe. Ladies,
in general, are not only more cheeiful than gentlemen,
but more eager to promote mirth and good humour.

So powerful, indeed, are the company and converfa-

tion of the fair, in diffufing happinefs and hilarity, that
even the cloud, which hangs on the thoughtful brow of

an Englishman, begins in the prefent age to brighten,
by his devoting to the ladies a larger Share of time,
than wae formerly done by his anceftors.

Though the influence of the fexes be reciprocal,
yet that of the ladies is certainly the greateft. How

often may one fee a company of men, who were dif-

pofed to be riotous, checked all at once into decency
by the accidental entrance of an amiable woman ;

while her good fenfe and obliging deportment charms
them into at leaft a temporary conviaion, that there

is nothing fo beautiful as female excellence, nothing fo

delightful as female converfation, in its befl form!
Were fuch conviaion frcquendy repeated, what might
we not expea from it at Lift ?
" Were Virtue," faid an ancient philofopher,

"
to

appear amongft men in vifible fhape, what vehement
defires would fhe enkindle !

"

Virtue exhibited without

affeaation, by a lovely young perfon, of improved un

derstanding and gentle manners, may be faid to appear
with the moft alluring afpea, furrounded by the Groses.
It w ould be an eafy matter to point out inftances of

the moft evident reformation, wrought on particular
men, by their having happily conceived a p^fiku for vir
tuous women.

To
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To form the manners of men, various caufes con

tribute ; but nothing, perhaps, fo much as the turn of

the women with whom they converfe. Thofe who

are tnoft converfant with women of virtue and under

standing; will be always found the moft amiable cha

raaers, other circumftances being fuppofed alike. Such

fociety, beyoad every thing elfe, rubs off the corners that

give many of our fex an ungracious roughnefs. It pro
duces a polifh more perfect:, and more pleafing, than
that which is received from a general commerce with
the world. This laft is often fpecious, but commonly
fuperficiaL The other is the refult of gentler feelings,
and a more elegant humanity. The heart itfelf is mould
ed. Habits of undiffembkd courtefy are formed. A

certain flowing urbanity is acquired. Violent paffions,
rafh oaths, coarfe jeits, indelicate language of every

kind, are prechtded-and-diirelifhed.
Underftanding and virtue, by being often contem

plated in the moft engaging lights, have a fort of afli-

milating power. Let it not be fuppofed, however,
that the men, here defcribed, will become feminine.

Their fentiments and deportment will only contraa a

grace : their principles will have nothing ferocious or

forbidding : their affeaions will be chafte and foothing
at the fame inftant. In that cafe, the gentlemen, the man
of worth, and the religious man, will all melt infenfibly
and fweetly into one another.

The French and Italian nobility are generally edu

cated in the drawing-room, at the toilette, and places
of public amufement, where they are conftantly in the

company of women.

The Englifh nobility and gentry receive their edu

cation at the univerfity, and at Newmarket, where

books, grooms, and jockeys muft, of courfe, be their

companions.
Some mode of education, between thefe two ex

tremes, would have a tendancy to preferve the dignity
of
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of the man, as v H as to infufe a fufficient quantity of
the rddrefs of the woman.

Female fociety gives men a tafte for cleanlinefs and

elegance of perfon. Oeir anceftors, who kept but
little company with their women, were not only flo-

venly in their drefs, but had their countenances dif-

figured with long beards. By female, influence, how

ever, beards were, in pi\)cefs of time, mutilated down

to muilacheti. As the gentlemen found that the

ladies had no great relilh for muftache3, which were

the relics of a beard, they cut and curled them into

various faShions, to render them more agreeable. At

laft, however, finding fuch labour vain, they gave them

up altogether. But as thofe of the three learned pro-

tcflions were fuppofed to be endowed with, or at lead

to Stand in need of, more wifdom than other people,
and as the longell beard had always been deemed to

fprout from the wifeft chin, to fupply this mark of

diltinaion, which they had loft, they contrived to

fmother up their heads in enormous quantities of

frizzled hair, that they might bear the greater refem-
blance to an owl, the

■

bird facred to wifdom and

Minerva.

To femnk fociety it has been objeaed by the

learned and Studious, that it enervates the mind, and

gives it fuch a turn for trifling, levity, and diffipation,
as renders it altogether unfit for that application
which is neceffary in order to become eminent in any
of the fciences. In proof of this they allege, that the

greateft philofophers feldom or never were men who

enjoyed, or were fit for, the company or converfatiou
of women. Sir Ifaac Newton hardly ever converfed
with any of the fex. Bacon, Boyle, Des Cartes,
and many others, confpicuous for their learning and

application, were but indifferent companions to the fair.

It is certain, indeed, that the youth, who devotes his
whole time and attention to female conversation, and

the
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the little ofiices of gallantry, never diftinguifhes him-
felf in the literary world. But notwithftanding this,
without the fatigue and application of fevere ftudy,
he often obtains, by female intereft, what is denied to

the merited improvements acquired by the labour of

many years.

CHAP. XLIII.

OF THE BRITISH LADIES AT DIFFERENT PERIODS.

HAT polifhed nations underftand by fociety,
appears to have been litde known in England,

before the reign of Henry VIII. This brckwardnefs

may in feme meafure be afcribed to our continental

wars with France and with Scotland. By our quar
rels with the one, we were Shut out from foreign in

tercourfe ; and by our hoftilities with both, we were

diverted from cultivating the arts of peace.
The fpirit of chivalry, which produced fuch ama

zing effeas on the Continent, was more weakly felt

here. Edward III. had indeed eftabliShed the order

of the garter. But real wars allowed the knights
little time for the mock encounter, or the generous
vifions of romantic heroifm. Love was ftill a fimple
paffion, which led the fhorteft way to its gratification,
and generally in conformity with law and cuftom.

It partook little of imagination ; and confequently,
required few perfeaions in its objea. It afpired nei

ther at angels nor goddefles.
The women, who ftill retained all their native inno

cence and modefty, were regarded only as wives and

mothers. Where qualifications are not demanded, they
will n«ver be found. The accomplishments of the fex

entitled

w
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entitled them to no other charaaer ; and it had per

haps been happy for both fexes, it they coidd have

remained in fuch a ftate of fimplkity.
The Scots, by means of their aliimce with France,

which had fubfilted for feveral centuries and that fpi
rit of adventure, which has at all times led them abroad

in queft of reputation, civil or military, may be fup
pofed at this time to have been better acquainted with

the elegances, of life, than their wealthy and powerful
neighbours. Accordingly we find, in the court of

James IV. a tafte in mufic, in letters, and in gallantry,
to which the great monarch of the houfe of Tudor and

his haughty barons were yet ftranger.i.
But the political ftate of both kingdoms was an in-

fuperable bar to all liberal intercourfe. The baror ,

or chiefs, were hoflile to the court, from which they
h id every thing to fear, and nothing to hope. They
were dreaded by it in their tarn ; they looked from

the walls of their eaftles with a jcidous eye on each

other ; they never went abroad, but attended by a

numerous train of domeStics. They rifited each other

with the ftate, and the dkidence, of neighbouring
princes. Their marriages were contraaed from fa

mily motives, and their courtships were conduaed

with the greateft form, and the moft diftant refpect.
They took liberties indeed with the women of inferior

condition, and they rioted in thoughtlefs jollity with

their dependents. But the ideas of inferiority and

dependance are incompatable with thofe of fociety and

gallantry.
Henry VII. by curbing the hoftik fpirit cf the

barons, by abridging their power, by diminishing their
retainers, by extending commerce, by encenregng

agriculture, by fecuring peace to his fubjeas, at knife
and abroad, prepared the way for learning, arts, and
elegance. But the tafte of the nation was not yet ripe
for their reception ; and the temper of his fon, Hem ,

O VIII.



'4^ HISTORICAL SKETCHES

VI Lk was not highly favourable to fuch a revolution.

That prince, however, by his tafte for tournaments,

forked the fpirit of chivahy. By his magnificence
ard profundi he drew the nobility to court ; and,

by his interviews with the emperor, and the French

1'kg, he roukd their emulation of foreign elegance.
\ hey were fmitten with the love of letters and of gal
lantry. The Earl of Surrey, in particular, celebrated
hi ' i.'li'refs in his verfes, and defended her honour with

his fword, againft all who dared, with unhallowed lips,
to p ofane her immaculate name.

The women in this reign likewiie began to difcover

a tafte for literature and politenefs. The countefs of

Richmond, mother to Henry VII. and who furvived

him, had fhewn the way. She tranflated two pious
treatifes from the French ; and was a great patronefs
of learning. Elizabeth Blount, miftrefs to Henry
VIII. was a woman of elegant accomplijliments ; and

his laft queen, Catharine Parr, wrote with facility both
in Latin and Enghfh, and appears befides to have been

a woman of addrefs.

But the houfe of Sir Thomas More feems, in a

more partkekr manner, to have been the habitation

of the I'.kks, and even of the Graces. He was pof
feffed of all the learning of antiquity, and was pious
even to weaknefs. But neither his religion, nor his

learning, foured his temper, nor blunted his tafte for

Society. His ideas of the female charaaer would do

honour to a gentleman of the prefent age.
"

May
you meet w.th a wife not ftupidly filent, nor always
prattling ponfenfe. May fhe be learned, if poffible, or
at leaft capable of being made fo. A woman, thus

acecniplilhed, will be always drawing fentiments and

ma rims out of the belt authors. She will be herfelf,
in ail the changes of fortune. She will neither be

blown up with profperity, nor broken in adverfity.
You will find in her an even, cheerful, good-humoured

friend,
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r-ica -!, and an agreeable companion for !'fe. She will

infufe knowledge into your children with thrir milk,
and tV. on their infancy train them up to w'filom.

U hntever company you are engaged in, you will A" a-

t" be at k>me ; and will retire vYli d-.'kht frc.vn the

fociety of men ki > the bofom oi a woman, who i> .0

de-ar, lo knowing, and fo amrink. If -ii; touches her

lute, ani m..<rc particularly if (he f lgi to it any of
her o'sn coii'po'if' ms, it will fo.ith yoir folki'Ir, ai;J
her vo:.v will kand Sweeter in j jar ear, thin thcioig
of the nightingale. You vvllffpcnl whole day- r id

nights with pie ikrc in her company, a id yon will ui

always finding out new beauties in her mi.. 1. Sli;
will keep your foul in perpetual ferenity. She wiil
relink its mirth from being ckkkte, and prevent iis
m.knchok Iron becoming pr.infkl."

eo edm. to thefe ideas, he educate! his three

ihughters, whofe virtues and talents app-ar to h.iv;
H'criicd all his care. They lived for Some time in
one

houfe,^vri'.h their father, their hufbands, and tkk
cklrkcn, and formed a focidy, all things confide el,
which Ins feldom, if ever, been equalled, in any ape

or country; where mor; Is were fubliined he rchg'on ;
where manners were poh'lhed by a feric ofek°a.<v[
and klkn.cd by a ch Ike to pleafe ; where frien iki !
was warmed by love, and ftrengthened by the tiu ..V
blood. Their converfation, animated by s-enhi^, en

riched by learning, and moderated by refp.et, e .ullko-
m the dignity of its objeft, kerned to approach to

tnat line tranfport, which immortal brin ^ raav D-

fu,, v.kd t.i feel, in pouring out their c.atunplkkus
••' toe wifdom and goodr.clli of the Cre il .<-. if h n

lighter matters we~e the fu^crt of dkonrk, wit h ..1
» Spring h amour a flew, and fintim.nt a uokumtv,
01 which thofe who are always talki ■ ■• of trifl-Y v-''k
hov.rcontnmei'y 0:1 the krkce of the earth, and ove
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like butterflies from fenfe to fenfe, both in their lives

and converfatrons, can have no conception.
The reign cf Elizabeth is juftly confidered as one

of the moft Shining periods in the EngliSh hiftory.
For purity of manners, vigour of mind, vigour" of cha-

raaer^ and perfonal addrefs, it is perhaps unequalled.
The magnificent entertainments, which that illuf-

trious princefs fo frequently gave her court, and at

which She generally appeared in perfon, with a moft

engaging familiarity, rubbed off the ancient referve

of the nobility, and increafed the tafte of fociety, and
even of gallantry. The mafculine boldnefs of her

charaaer, however, was unfavourable to female graces.
The women of her court, like herfelf, were rather ob-

jefts of refpe-a thdn love. Their virtues were feverej
their learning and their talents were often great ; they
had paffions, but they knew how to fupprefs them, or
to divert them into the channel of intereft or ambition.

/'hey did not however want their admirers. Men were

: k delicate in thofe days.
Spenfer, by writing his Fairy Queen, revived in

Britain the fpirit of chivalry, at a time, wdien it began
to expire on the Continent ; and Sir Philip Sidney,
n his Arcadia, refined on that fentiment. The Fairy

'

)ueen was intended as a compliment to Elizabeth;
",nd the Arcadia was dedicated by Sir Philip to his

filler, the countefs of Pembroke, the moft amiable and

■♦ceomplifhed women of her time.

The following ingenious and well-known verfes were

■Intended as part of her epitaph :

" Underneath thisfable hearfe
" Lies the filjccl of all verfe,
"

Sidney'sJifter, Pembroke's mitier—
" Death 1 ere thou hajl kill'd another,
*l
Fair, and learn 'd, and goodasJhe,

" Timefaall throiv a dart at thee."

Elizabeth
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Elizabeth herfelf was a great and Angular chara. iter.

But (he had i\w qualities to recommend her as a wo

man, though pffionately fond of peifonal ariinkko >.

Nor were her talent s, as a writer, either Striking or

elegant, though She appears to have been arnlrtonj

of literary fame-. Iier ability as a fovcrrign haj been

already confidered. Her virtucu were tlioie oi her

rank, and of her age; and her weakntffes, thofe of

her fex. They faikel, however, to render her amiable.

May queen of Scotland, the cotemporary of Eli

zabeth, and her rival in beauty, in letters, and : i

fway, though a lefs perfea, is a more attraai e cha-

iaaer. While we blame her conekkt, flic concihateo

our affection. E\en thofe who accule her of guilt,
mull weep for her misfortunes ; and will feel their k<-

foms fwell with ineli.' nation againft her inhum.ui Sub

lets, and her pcrfiiiious protcvii . ft, while they road

her unhappy Story, as told by Iier enemies.

The return of Mary to her native kingdom, after

the death of her hufband Francis II. with all the ele

gancies of France, fuperiddcd to the fincft natural

eiulowments, made the Soots hope, and not without

reafon, that literature, arte, and politcr.cfi, wo Id

arrive at perkaion among them, as foon as k a;iv-

Dorthern natiou. But the fpirit of fanaticifm, .that
a \ iked in Scotland about this time, which \,as nt-

ter.eled with in. \\ amazing effeas, and which {pre .-id
itfelf oveuthe whole ifland—which produced the de :; i

of the loveiy Mary, of the pious Charier., and whkn.

tciniinated in the expulsion of the royal houfe, threw

a cloud over the maimer;; and the ftudies of that coun

try, »\hich two cmturies have karccly been able to

ddpri.
The acceffion of James \T. to the throne of E.'g-

k'd, coatiil ..ted it ill farther to obftruct the prngrek
4ji i ih.ation in Scotland, a-.d to the kcline >i the

iirta in that country. The removal of the coxrt drew

O a the
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the nobility to London, to fpend their fortunes, or

obtain preferment. Men of genius and learning like-

wiie looked this way.
That event, however, muft have contributed to the

advancement of fociety in England ; yet not fo much

as might be expected. The fcantinefs of James's
revenue, together with his want of ceconomy, rendered
him unable to fupport the fplendonr of a court. It

was befides inconfiftent with his maxims of policy,
and with bri temper. He loved to be focial with his

friends, but hated a crowd ; and had rather an aver-

lion to tiie company of women. A mean jealoufy,
which toe k place of a generous emulation, between

the Scotch and Englifli courtiers, prevented ftill farther

the refinement of manners ; which can only be tffea-

ed by a liberal intercourfe.

The nobility and gentry of England are ftill fonder

of a country life, than thofe of any polifhed nation in

Europe. It prevailed much more then, and was

highly encouraged by James. He even iffued pro

clamations, containing fevere threatenings, againft the

gentry who lived in town. By thefe means, the an-

rient pride of family was preferved. Men of birth

were diftinguifhed by a ftatelmefs of carriage. Much

ceremony took place in the ordinary commerce of life ;

and, as riches acquired by trade were ftill rare, little

familiarity was indulged by the great.
The king's pacific, or rather pufillanimoufc difpofi-

tion, though it funk the national charaaer, was fa

vourable to commerce, and not altogether unfriendly
to letters. James himfelf was a fcholar ; but he was

unhappy in a bad tafte, which infeaed his whole court,

and indeed the whole nation. He was fond of meta-

phyfical quibbles, the jingle of words, and every

fpecies of falfe wit. Such a tafte is in fome meafure

anfeparable from tlie revival of letters. We admire

what
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*phat is glaring, before we can difcern what is beau

tiful.

The theatre, that great former of manners, and

which is formed by them, had been founded by Shake-

fpcare, under the reign of Elizabeth. He was kc-

recded by Jonfon and Fletcher. Thefe wTiters have

feldom painted the manners of their own country, and

feldom thofe of their own age. But, as they muft

have endeavoured to pleafe the people to whom tliey
wTOte, and as they no doubt knew the tafte of the

public, we may difcern that tafte more perfeaiy in

their compofitions, than in the barren records of the

times.

In the writings of Shakcfpeare, we find all the

noble fpirit of the virgin-reign. Love has its native

importance, but little more. It is produaive of the

greateft events, when conneaed with circumftances ;

but, when a fimple paffion, its effeas are feeble and

tranfient. He feldom attempts to be wanton. But

when he is fo, he expreffes his meaning in theplaineit,
and often in the broadeft words.

In the writings of Fletcher, love has acquired an

imaginary power, It is equal to every thing in itfelf,
and feems to difregard thofe circumftances, which alone
can give it confequence. He treat6 of the fubjea
with a grace peculiar to himfelf ; for a genteel educa

tion, and a good natural tafte, confpired to render him

the moft elegant writer of his age.
From his comedies we may conclude that love was

ambitious of being thought more important than it

really was ; that it had purpofes to carry, which it

durft not reveal ; and which, confequently, fuggefted
the difguife of delicate expreffion. The duel, we

know, had taken pkee of the tournament ; and the in

trigue, we may be certain, would not be long behind.
Under Charles I. a good tafte in letters, in arts, and

in fociety, began to prtvad. The king himfelf was

both



*5* historical sketches.

both a judge and an example of fine writing. He
was a lover of painting, mufic, and architeaure ; all

w'hich he liberally encouraged. But the religious
and political difputes, which early in this reign di

vided the natior, and which brought about the death
of the king, and the fubverfion of the monarchy, di
verted the thoughts of men from every elegant pur-
fuit. The dread of popery and arbitrary power, and
the hope of heaven and of liberty, threw the whole
ifland into the moft violent convulsions, and gave
birth to fome of the greateft geniufes, and called
forth fome of the greateft charaaers, in the hiftory of
mankind.

The cavaliers, or royal party, however, notwith

standing the horrors of civil wap, maintained a gaiety
of temper which was altogether afton iking, and a free
dom of manners which too often bordered on licen-

tioufnefs. But the republicans, though perhaps not

kfeaed with fewer rices, and thofe of a lefs amiable

eaft, difcover fo much vigour of mind, fuch a refolute

fpirit of aaion, a love of freedom, and a contempt of

death, that we almoft defpife the polish of fociety,
even while we deteft the cant of hypocrify.
The moft diilinguifhed women of this period, in

Britain, were the Duchefs ofNewcaftle, Lady Paking-
ton, and Lady Halket.

The B)uchefs of Newcaftle has left us a variety of
compofitions, both in profe and verfe, of no mean cha-

raaer.

Lady Pakington has long been reputed the author
of Tli Whole Duty of Man, and feveral other moral
and divine treatifes ; which are written with fo much

temper, purity, piety, philofophy, and good fenfe,
that fhe may be juftly reckoned the glory of her fex,
and an honour to human nature. What greatnefs of
mind and goeriutk r i.^ar-. -naft the perfon be

'

pof
feffed of, who could deny lierklf the honour of fuch

works,
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works, left the name of a woman fhould render them

of lefs fervice to mankind !

Under the commonwealth, the face of the nation

was entirely changed. It experienced a revolution,
as compleat in manners as in policy. One would

have imagined himfelf in a different world. The

theatres were Shut. Games, fports, Shows, and amuft-

ments of every kind were prohibited. Inftead of the

▼oice of mirth and joy, nothing was to be heard but

groans, fighs, prayers, and fpiritual fongs. All liberal

knowledge, ornamental learning, gentility of manner,

elegance of drefs, and all fuperfluity in eating and

drinking were profcribed, as carnal vanities, and as

the accomplices of fin and Satan. All ranks, ages,
rnd fexes were confounded. The illuminations of the

fpirit placed all on a level. The leaders of the re

public prayed, or exhorted one while, and liftened the

next to the meancft of the people.
Women were often teachers. Thofe fair divines,

by reafon of their finer feelings and more vivid imagi
nations, were often carried into the moft extraordinary
feverities, and the vrildeft enthufiafm. They were not

contented with laying afide the allurements of their

fex, but they condemned themfelves to humiliation

and fading, for the wandering of their hearts.

Love, under the commonwealth, was a mixture of

cant and hypocrify. Never was beauty fo much in

difgrace. It was not only denied all adventitious

ornaments and excellencies, but even the advantages of
nature were fubjea of reproach. It was forbid to

pleafe ; anel it was criminal to confider it as an objea
of defire.

The emotions of nature were confidered as the

ftruggks of original guilt ; and beauty was viewed as

a fpell in the hands of Satan, to feduce the heaits of

the faithful

But
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But the reftoration of monarchy made ample
amends to beauty for the indignities of the common

wealth. The reign of Charles til. may be confidered,
iii one light, as the moft glorious sera to women in the

hiftory of Britain, and as the moft debafing in another.

They were never fo much carejfed
'•
never fo little

refpetled.
Charles himfelf had a fufceptible, but changeable

heart ; a focial temper, a genteel manner, and a lively
wit. His courtiers partook much of the char; ctcr of

their mafter. They had all fuffered the preffure of

adverfity, or felt the infolence of pious tyranny. They
began to think that chriftianity was a fable ; that

virtue was a cheat ; that friendfhip and generofity
were but words of courfe ; and, in greedily enjoying
their change of fortune, they funk themfelves beneath

the dignity of men. In avoiding fpiritual pride, and
in retaliating felfiShnefs, they departed from the effen-

tial principles of religion and morals ; and, by con

trasting the language and the manners of hypocrify,
they fhamelefsly violated the laws of decency and de

corum.

Overjoyed at the return of their fovereign, the
whole royal party diffolved in thoughtlefs jollity ; and

even many of the republicans, particularly the younger
clafs, and the women, were glad to be relieved from

the gloomy aufterity of the commonwealth. A ge
neral rekxation of manners took place. Pkofure be

came the univerfal objea, and love the prevailing tafte ;

but that love was rather an appetite than a paffion.
Beauty, unconneaed with virtue, was its objea : it

was therefore void of honour and attachment. In

confequence of fuch manners, female virtue, robbed of

its reward, became rather a mode of behaviour, to

inflame defire, or procure elevation, than a fentiment

or principle ; and, of courfe, fooner or later, was either

facrificed to inclination or to caprice.
But
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But thefe obfervations, in their full extent, muft

only be underftood of the court. The greater pan
of the gentry ftill refided on thrir eftates in the coun

try, equally ft rangers to the pleafures of the court and
town ; and one half of the island was filled with indig
nation at the vices of Whitehall. The Stage, which

generally takes its complexion from the court, was a

continued fcene of fenfualitv, blafphemy, and abfurd-

ity.
The free' intercourfe, however, of all ranks of men,

from the king to the commoner, improved the talent

of fociety, and polifhed the language of converfation.

Gallantry, licentious as it was, produced a habit of

politenefs; and from the irregular, and even impious
freedom of waiting and thinking, fprung many Strokes
of real genius, and a liberal fpirit of enquiry, whofe

refearches and experiments have benefited mankind,
and carried philofophy and the fciences to a height
that does honour to modern times.

The women of this reign, as may be expeaed
from the tafte of the men, were more Solicitous abort

adorning their perfons, than their minds. But the

frequent intercourfe between the fexes in fome mea-

furi: compenfated that negka. By fuch a commerce

they became more eafy, more free, more lively, and
more capable of converfation, than the women of any
preceding age. They had lefs learning, but more

accomplifliments ; and, perhaps, more genius, They
wanted nothing but virtue to have made their me-

menies immortal ; and, notwithftanding the general
depravity, there were fome who trod the narrow path,
whofe tafte and fentiments were uncorrupted, and
whofe names ftill five in their writings, and in the
vcrfes of their cotemporaries.

The reign of James II. was too Short to have any
diflmct charaacr. It is only lingular for the blind

Ingot ry, and blinder difpofition of the prince, which

roufed
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roufed the minds of men from the delirium of plea
fure, in which they had been left, and brought about

the Revolution.

Under William III. the effeas of that change were
vifible on the manners. The nation returned to what

may be called its natural ftate. An attention to juft
politics, to found philofophy and true religion, cha-

raaerife the sera of Britifh liberty.
William himfelf was of a gloomy temper, and had

a diflike to the company of women. The intercourfe

of the fexes, and thofe amufements which are its con-

fequences, were therefore little countenanced during
his reign. By thefe means the ladies had more time

for the purfuits of learning and knowledge ; and they
made ufe of it accordingly. Many of them became

adepts in the fciences. Lady MaSham, and Mary
Aftell, particularly, difcuffed with judgment and abi

lity the moft abftraa points in metaphyfics and divinity.
Thefe two ladies differed on a very delicate point.

Mary affirmed that we ought to love with defire God

only, every other love being Jinful. Lady Mafham

oppofed that doarine as a dangerous refinement. Each

had her abettors. Mifs Aftell was fuppoited by Mr.

Norris, and Lady MaSham by Mr. Locke.—They
were both great advocates for the learning of women ;

and their arguments and example appear to have rouf

ed many of the fex to a more ferious attention to reli

gion and morality.
The reign of Queen Anne may be faid to have been

the fummer, of which Williams was only the fpring.
Every thing was ripened ; nothing was corrupted. It

was a Short, but glorious period of heroifm and na

tional capacity, of tafte and fcience, learning and ge

nius, of gallantry without licentioufnefs, and polite
nefs without effeminacy.
One is in doubt which moft to admire in the women

of this reign, the manners, the talents, or the accom-

plifhments.
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pliShments. Thev were religious without fevcriv,

and without enthufiafm. Tlney were learned without

pedantry. They were intelligent a -id attractke, v.l h-

out negkaing the duties of their fex. They were

elegant and entertaining, without/levity.
In a word, riiey

joined the graces of fociety to the knowledge of letters,

and the virtues of domeftic life. They were friends and

companions, without ceafing to be wives and mothers.

In fupportof the foregoing chapter of the Britifh

ladies under the reign of Queen Anne, we need only
add the names of Lady Cliudleigh, Lady Winchelfea,

the Honourable Mrs. Monk, Mrs. Bovcy, and Sulk.

Of thefe ladies, Mrs. B.-.vey is perhaps the leaft

known, as fhe has left no writings, and had no poetical
lover to fprcad her name. She i.;, however, very

handfbmely complimented by Sir II id. ard Steele, in

the dedication of the fecond volume of the Lad'ns L'-

Irary; and \i.s. Maaky gkes tire following elegant
character of her in Thc'ltiw shalarAs : " Her ptrfen
** has as many charms as can he k fired, tk r r.k, iier

"manner, her jud orient, her wit. ;i_r cv.n,.-r.\it<oi ,

''•
are admirable. Her feiife is fokd and perij ^uous.

*' She is fo perfea an ceconomift, that, in takkg in

" all the greater duties or life, Ike docs not di kin u>

"

ftoop to the moft inferior. In Short, the know3 all
" that a man can know, w iihoat defpiikg what, as a

"

woman, flie ought not to be ignorant or."
Under George I. the mincers of the nrtk.p were

fenlilily changed ; but not fo much as the national

fpirit. The South Sea fck inr, and other mercenary

projects, produced a paffion of avarice, and a tafte of

luxury, which prepared the way for all the corrup
tions of the following reign.
The delirium of riches was beyond what the moft

extravagant imagination can conceive. Any fcheme,

however abfurd, met with encouragement, if it only

propofed fufficient advantages. All ranks and coa-

P ditions,
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ditioiif, end even -r<omen, reforted to 'Change Alky,
with the locks of harpies ready to feizc upon their

Trey; but, in reality, the vkrims of their own cre-

■dkity and fi -did paffionp. The peers of the realm

Ycarne Stock jobbers, and its ministers brokers. Fub-

'c virtue was loft in the vifions of private benefit.

Letters fell into contempt, though fuppoited by the

greateft examples of fuccefsful genius. Love grew

eov.-'ous, and beauty venal.

There were, however, in this reign, many women

v: libeu.1 and elegant talents ; among the firft of whom

may be ranked Lady Mary W. Montague, fo well

known for her Spirited poems, and ingenious letters.
Under George II. the debafement of mind dif-

covered itfelf more fully in the manners. Corruption
bee": me general.
The Revolution had restrained the powers of the

prince within fuch narrow limits, that a coalition of

pirtks, or the abkkte fuperiority of one, was effen-

tkl to carry the meafures of government ; and, as the

oppofitkn, or country party, began to gather ftrength,
rtie political machine was in danger of Standing ftill

bv counteraaing forces. It was therefore neceffary
that there Should be an afcendancy. It was likewife,

perhap;, neceffary that it fhould be on the fide of the

court.

At this crifis Sir Robert Walpole, an artful and

r.ble minister, a lover of peace, and an encourager of

commerce, found means to increafe the influence of

the crown, without enlarging the prerogative. But

he did it at the expence of the virtues of the people ;

ar.d his example has been followed by all fucceeding
mk.iikrs. He took advantage of that fpirit of avarice
and luxury which he had fettered. The treafury was

let loofe at ekaions. A majority was obtained of the

re fafe of both parties ; of men determined to fupport
the meafures of the court, in defiance of confeience,

honour.
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hononr, and honefty, and who wire only knnridukk

bv the number of their voici^. Places and ner.iriiv,

were multiplied to reward the mccena>-: tiibe; a.k

men of ulkhy and integrity were dcorivcd of th r

unplcvrn -lit -, to make way for tbrte w! o weie delt>

tute ( f coil:.

When virtue and talent are no longer the means

of honour and p'ekrment, they naturally iMappear
in the public walk of life : th y art only to be iin.d

i .1 the firitary kade. Chaivkr :r oe ikd to ( reate dif-

tinaion. The efika of fuch a v. e.nt of fertim?nt m a

tafily be conceived. PatriotiCm became the common

oheet of ridicule ; and virtue and genins were nude

the butt of ignorance, dulncfs and profligacy.
As the manners of the two ft>;e*s generally keep

pi e with c?ch other, in proportion as the men grew

r.\, //-•//'
'

f of charaacr, the women ntgleBed the duties

of their fex. Though little inclined to /k//-.'/;gj\ they
are not perhaps lefs difpofed to avarice than men.

Gold to them is defirable, as the mkifter of vnnitv,

voluptuoufnefs, and Show. It became their fapreme
object, and the only fource of the matrimonial union,
to the exclufion of that tender fentiment, which alone

can give ftrength to the facred tie, or pleafure to th :

i.tq.tkl State. The young, the beautiful, the heakh-

ful, were wedded, though not ah.vavs with their own

content, to age, deformity, and dikaie. Virtue was

•■fined to profligacy, and wantonnefs to Severity.
Such marriages were neceffarily deftruaive of ek-

mcftic felicity. The want of cord" uity at heme, na

turally leads us abroad ; as the want of hrrprriv lh li

ourfelyes leads us to leek it in externals, and to tor

ture imagination for the grr.tiikntion of appet'te.;,
which, undepravel, are fimple and uniform. Nee

ami dements and focieties of pleafure were every day
iomied ; new modes of dilTkation were invented ; toe

o.Jerof nature was changed ; night and dav were in

verted ;
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verted ; fancy and language were exhaufted for names
to the affemblies of politenefs and gallantry.
Nothing is fo oppreffive as tine to the lyihappy, or

thought to the vacant mind. Thefe were not all enough.
They feemed afraid of themfelves, and of each other.

The hufband had one fet of visitors ; the wife another.

He profecuted his pleafures abroad : She entertained her

friends at home ; or refortcd to feme public amufe

ment, or private pleafure.
A fpirit of gaming, which mingled itfelf with diffi-

pation and pleafure, afforded a pretence for noaurnal

meetings. And gaming, it muft be acknowledged,
difcovers the temper, ruffles the paffions, corrupts the

heart, and breaks down the ftrongeft barrier of virtue—
a decent referve between the fexes.

At prefent, we prefume, that, notwithftanding the

relaxation of manners, the averfion to whatever is fe-

rious, the thirft of admiration, and the neglea of thofe

qualities which produce efteem, fo confpicuous in fome ;

yet the generality of our frir countrywomen poffefs
the domeftic virtues in a confhkrabk degree of per-
feaicn Infidelity is not fo common as fome libertines

would endeavour to perfuade us ; and elopements arc

ftronger proofs of fenfibility than the want of Shame.

In this ifland, and even in the metropolis, there are

many women who would have done honour to any age

or country; who join a refined tafte and a cultivated

underftandkg to a feeling heart, and who adorn their

talents and their fenfibility with fentiments of virtue,

honour, and humanity. We live women who could

have reafoned with Locke, who might have diiptitcd
the lau -el rrich Pope, ;orl to whom AdJifon would

have likened with, rri.afure.

Even k he middle of opulence, and of that kyory
which too often mingle:; re nice r rth ftate, which nar

rows the heart, aid makes it at the fame time vain and

cruel, we ke women who yearly fit apart a portion of

thrir
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their fubftance for the poor ; who make it thrir bufi

nefs to find out the abodes of mifery, and who number

among their pkafuie the relief of the orphan and die

te.irk tried in the confutation of the widow.

->C<JCOCK>0000<«\

CHAP. XklY.

ON THE PRIVILEGES OF BRITISH WOMFV.

'

T^ HOUGH the French and Italians are kperkr
.JL to the inhabitants of Great Britain in polite iris

and in elegance, yet the condition of their women,

upon the the whole, is not prefeiabk. Such privilege:
and immunities as they derive' from the influence of

politenefs, the Britifh derive from the laws of inch

country.

in thanec, the k ho;ie law does not allow a

female to inherit the crow i. Bat in England, a wo

man may be the firft pcrlonage in the kingdom, may
fikvced to the crown in her own rkht, and in thrt

cue, rot bonnd by any of the laws which retrain

woman, She may enjoy the fame powers and privileges
as a king. S ich a queen, if Site marry, retains alfo

the fame power, idrics the orders, and tranfaas the bu-
linefs of the ftate in her own name, and continues AIL

the fovereign, while her hufband is only a fubjea.
When a king fucceeds in his own right to the

crown, and marries, his (]uct:n is then only a Sktjea,
in 1 her right.; aid privilege:, are not near fo extensive.

Sie is exempted, however, from the generfi k.-.vt,,
which e"clude nnn-.ud women fu.jn havin t

any pro

perty i.i their ou.i right. She may fue any pe.fen at

law, without joiuin •• her iulbai.d in the iait ; She

P 2 K.ZY
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may purchafe lands; She may fell and convey them

to another perfon, without the interference of her huf

band ; She may have a feparate property in goods and
in lands, and may difp ufe cf thefe by will, as if She

were a fingle wonan. On the commiflion of any

crime, however, fhe may be tried and ptiuiflied by the

peers of the realm.

To violate the ch.kity of the queen, of the confort

of the prince of Wales, or of the eldeft daughter of
the king, although with their own confent, is high
treafon, and puniihable accordingly. The younger

daigh.'crs, as well as fons of the king, are hardly other-

woe diftkgulkcd by the laws, than by having the pre

cedency of all other fubje-as in public ceremonies.

A peerefss when guilty of any crime, cannot be
tried but by the houfe of peers.
A woman, who is noble in her own right, cannot

lofe her nobility by marrying the meaneft plebeian.
She communicates her nobility to her children, but not

to her hufband.

She who is only ennobkd by marrying a peer,
lofes that nobility, if fhe afterwards marry a commoner.

She who firft marries a duke or other peer of a Su

perior order, and afterwards a fimple baron, is ftill al

lowed to retain her firft title, and the privileges annexed
to it ; for the law considers all peers as equals.

By the courtefy of this country, the wives of baro

nets are called ladies, a title fuperior to that of their

hufbands, but at the fame time a title to which they
have no legal right, being in all judicial writs and pro
ceedings only denominated Dame fuch-a-one, accord

ing to the names of their hufbands.

The law of England ordains, that if a man courts a

woman, promifesto marry her, and afterwards marries

another, fhe may, by bringing an aaion againft him,
recover fuch damages, as a jury Shall think adequate to

the lofs fhe has fuftained. In Scodand, fixe may receive

one
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one half of the fortune he receives with his wife. On

the other hand, as it fometimes happens that artful

women draw on the more fond and filly part of our fex

to make them valuable prefents under pretence of mar

riage, and afterwards laugh at or refufe to marry
them ;

—a man, who has been fo bubbled, may fne

the woman to return the prcfents he made her, becaufe

they were prefumed to have been conditionally given,
and fhe has failed in perfoiming her part of the con

dition.

Wives cannot be imprifoned for debt, nor deprived
of their pcrfonal liberty for any thing but crimes ; and

even fuch of thefe as fubjea the offender only to a pecu

niary punishment muft be expiated by the hufband.

No married woman is liable to pay any debt, even

though contraaed without the knowledge, or againft
the content, of her hufband. And, what is ftill more

extraordinary, whatever debts fhe may have contraaed

while fingle, devolve, die moment of her marriage,
upon the haplefs fpoufe, who, like the fcapc-goat, is

loaded by the prieft who performs the ceremony with

all the fins and extravagances of his wife.

It is a common opinion among the vulgar, that a

general warning in the Ga/ctte, or in a rews paper,
will exempt a man from the payment of fuch debts
as are contraaed by his wife without his knowledge.
But this opinion is without any good foundation. Par

ticular warnings, however, given in writing, have been
held as good exemptions. But fuch are of little advan

tage to a hufband, as his wife may always find people
to give her ci edit, whom the hufband has not cautioned

agiinft it.
When a hufband forces his wife to leave him by

cruel ufagc, fhe may claim a feparate maintenance ;

While fhe enjoys this, he is not liable to pay any of

her debts.

If
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If a hufband, confcious of having ufed his wife ill,
will not allow her to go out c' his houfe, or carries

her away, or keeps her concealed, in order to prevent
her endeavouring to find ree're's of the evils that

flie fuffc u, her friends inay, in that cafe, I y applying to

the court of King's Bench, obt i 1 an order for the huf

band to produce his wife betoiv the faid court : and if

fhe there fwears the peace againft him, She delivers her
felf from his jurifdiaion, and he cannot compel her to
live with him, but the court will grant her an order to

live were She pleafes.
Among the Romans, among feveral other ancient

nations, and among fome people in tire prefent times,
it is not deemed culpable for a huSband to kill the man

whom he furprifes committing adultery with his wife.

By the laws of England, he who kills fuch a man is

reckoned guilty ofmanflaughter ; but, in confequence of
the great provocation given, the court commonly or

ders the fentence of burning on the hand to be inflia-

ed in the flighteft manner.
A huibaad is not allowed to leave his wife, without

{hewing fufficknt caufe. Eor if he does fo, fhe may
enter a fuit againft him for the reftitution of the rights
of marriage ; and the fpiritual curt will compel him
to return, to five with her, and to reftore them.

A hufband cannot devife by bis will fuch of his wife's
ornaments and jewek as flic is accuftcmed to wear ;

though it has been held that he may, if he pleafes, dif-

pcfe of them in his lifetime.

A huSband is liable to aniwer all fuch aaions at law

as were attached againft his wife at the time of their

sn.arriage, and alfo to pay all the debts fhe had contraa

ed previous to that period. But if his wife fhall hap
pen to die before he has made payment of fuch drifts,
the compaa which made iliem one flefh, and blended

their interefts into one, k kg diffolved, the hufband is

thereby abfolved from paying her antenuptial debts.

Thcgh
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Though a woman marries the meaneft plebeian, (he

does not lofe the rank which fhe derived from her birth.

But though fhe be defcended of the loweft of the hu

man race herfelf, fhe may by marriage be raifed, in

this country, to any rank beneath the fovereignty.
No woman can by marriage confer a fettlement in

any parish on her huSband. But every man who has a

kga! fetdement himfelf, confers the fame fettlement by
marriage on his wife.

It is no uncommon thing, in the prefent times, for

the matrimonial bargain to be made fo, as that the wife
flvdl retain the fole and abfolute power of enjoying and

difpofing of her own fortune, in the fame manner as if

(he were not married. But what is more inequitable,
th huSband is liable to pay all the debts which his wife

may think proper to burden him with, even though (he

h ive abundance of her own to anfwer that purpofe.
He i ; alfo obliged to maintain her, though her cir

cumftances be more opulent than his ; and if he die

before her, fhe has a right to one third of his real eftate.
IS, however, fhe die befere h!ir, he is not entitled to

the value of one fingle halfpenny, unlets the has devif-

ed it to him by will.

One of the moft peculiar difadvantages in the con

dition of Britifh women is, their being poftponed to

all males in the fucceffion to the inheritance of landed

ellates, and generally allowed much fmaller fhares than
the men even of the money and effeas of tlwir fathers
and anceflors, when this money or thofe effeas are gi
ven them in the lifetime of their parent.?, or devifed to

them by will. If the father, indeed, dies inteftate,
they Share equally with foils in all perfonal property.
When an eitate, in default of male heirs, defeends

to the daughters, the common cuftom of England is
that the eldeft Shall not, in the fame manner as an eldeft

fin;, inherit the whole, but all the daughters fhall have

an equal fhare in it. Weftmoreland, however, and feme

other
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other places, are exceptions to this general rule. The

eldeft daughter, there, fuceeeds to the whole of the

land, in preference to all the other filters.

Women are not allowed to be members of our fenate,
nor to concern themfelves much with our trades and

profeffions. Both in their virgin and married ilate, a

perpetual guardianfiiip is, in fome mecfure, exercifed

over them : and She w ho, having laid a hufband in the

grave, enjoys an independent fortune, is almoft the only
woman among us, who can be called entirely free.

They derive the greater part of the power which they
enjoy, from their charms ; and thefe, when joined to

fenfibility, often fully compenfate, in this refpea, for

the little difadvantages they are laid under by law and

cuftom.

X>0OC^XiC>OCO0"!>O4C<

CHAP. XLV.

ON FEMALE KNOWLEDGE.

SCIENCE
is to the mind what light is to the bo

dy ; and a blind is juft fo much lefs Shocking than

an ignorant woman, as her mental are fuperior to her

corporeal powers.
This fpecies of accomplishment has been ridiculed,

as raifing the fex above that fphere where nature feems

to have fixed their movements. Such is the paradox
which has occefioned fo much illiberality and farcafm,

a-nd on which every woman of more knowledge than

ordinary has been fo often reprefented as a pedant.
Learning, it is alfo faid, would improve women's ta

lents of addrefs, and only make thtm worfe by ren

dering themmore artful. Tik is likewife an idea which
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no min, who enjoys the converfation and friendship of

modeft and good women, ever indulged. Whoever

ha 1 the leall regard for decency and truth, and is not

deftitute of all reh'lh for the happinefs which fprings
from the chafte fenfibilities of an unpolluted heart,
muft own he has fuffered much more from the felfifh-

nefs and cunning of men than from any bad qualities in
women. Indeed, the prefent fituation of both, in this

country, renders it impoffible to be otherwife. The

inafcuhne charaaer is peculiarly obnoxious to the petri
fying influence of vulgar opinion. Our young men

are Seion intoxicated with the fallacious maxims either
iff the gay or the bufy world ; and both extremes are

equally pernicious to fri.d excellence. Ideas of the
meancft and moSl foelid tendency abforb their minds
at a very early pcrioel, which often render them ever

ikter callous to the workings of humanity. With a

Strong predikaion for wealth, independence or liber-

tinifm, they cheerfully proftitute all the powers of their
minds and all the feelings of their hearts, in acquiring
one or all of thefe objea s. This unavoidably plunges
them into all the machinations of pride, all the in

trigues cf gallantry, all the intricacies, rifques, and

yjciSlitudes of bufinefs. Sentiment confequendy lofes
its weight, and fenfibility its edge. Intereft triumphs
in die abfenee of principle, and nature relinquishes her
dominion to art.

The moft engaging difpofitions of the female mind
feldom undergo fuch a total revolution. If we except
a few of the molt pervcrfe and unrelenting tempers,
women, who are not flagrantly vicious, have feldom
bad hearts. Their attachments, which conftitute the
moil comfortable circumftance in domeftic life, when
innocent and undiffembled, are more laiting and fer
vent than ours.

Let no ribaldry, therefore, however plaufible and

fallacious, divert the attention of females from intel-

kauai
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leaual improvement. In youth, all the powers of

fenfual or pleafurable enjoyments are nature, and de

cline only as the paffions cool. Then let the fair fur-

nifh themfelves with a flock of other and more dura

ble materials, that they may live with fatisfaaion,
when thefe are no more.

It is when her fibres, and juices, and falts are tender
and genial, that the earth receives her feed, that the

laws of vegetation operate, and that all thofe plants
take root and fpring, which afterwards fill her bofom

with plenty, and her face with beauty. Nor is there

one barren or blighted fpot, or any part of her furface

more perfeaiy black and difmal, than a mind involved

in ignorance, or benumbed with infenfibility.
In the feafon of youth, therefore, ladies fhould

make it their ftudy to cultivate their minds in fuch a

manner, as to render their intrinfic value as fv.bjlantial,
as they wiSh their exterior to be amiable. Knowledge
improves the human intelka, and endows it with all its

excellence. It uamaSks to our view our own natures.

It Shews us what we are, and difclofes all that can be

hoped or dreaded from the circumftances we are in. By
the regulations it preferibes, and the delicacy it in-

fpires, knowledge improves our tafte for fociety,
and imparts a finer relifh to all our mutual attachments.

It is the infeparable handmaid of happinefs ; opens a

thoufand avenues to indulgence of the pureft and moft

exalted kind ; unlocks to human view the myfteries of

Providence ; creates a heaven on earth ; adds to the

joys of the prefent the hopes of futurity ; and when

the objeas of this world expire on the fenfes, fills the

whole heart with the glorious and animating profpeas
of another.

Without knowledge the poffeffions of time were

imperfea, and the prefages of eternity unfatisfying.

Speak, ye who are old and uninformed, do not all

things appear infipid ? Your paffions have loft their

fire,
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fire, tour feelings their edge, your very w--e~:- t'v na

tural relilh of their refpcAkc objects. V.kifi.-, not

better, for all you have feen and Ireujri, in the various

ft.igei of life, your every thought mini be as infipid to
other-, as o is i>, yourfelves. And, of all the tmptv

prattle whkh tills an empty wo: Id, that of fecond

childhood, becaufe leaft natural and innocent, is moft

thefome and impertinent. Ye«-, under a- hoarv head,
the facred and venerable emblem of wifdom and expe
rience, how frequently do we meet with nothing b it

ftupidity, puer'lity, infignificance, a mind continually
out of humour, and a tongue that never is at re (I !

Women can never arrive at that importance fceming-
ly defigned them by nature, while thrir g

•

nus is not

cultivated, and their latent qualities called forth into
view. Viiible qualities, fiich as beauty, and the art
of Ihewing it to advantage, may, in thofe moments

when the heart is fofteiu d by love, or the fpirit* elevat
ed by wine, give the women a temporary afcCndancy
over the men, and enable them to bend them at plea
fure ; as in the cafe' of Thais and Y.1 .- /-/■/-. Such
an afcendancy, however, is commonly fleeting and tranfi-
ent. Cool reafon foon refumes the place which paffion
had ufiirped ; and the empire, which had been built on

paffion, tumbles like the bafhf fabric of avifion ; while
that which is fuppoited by mental bcnuils, Stands the
left of time, and the various incidents of life.
The fum of all human prudence is to provide ao-ak it

the worft. Perlbnal beauty foon dies ; but that which
is ktelkaual u immortal. And though age be almoft

every where attended with gray hairs, Pattered teeth,
dim eyes, trembling joints, fhort breath, fliff limbs,
and a (hrivelled fkin—there is a charm in wifdom, which,
with all thefe melancholy circumlluiees, dikaics a

pk iling krenity over the evening of our ck.s. In

deed, nothing is fo truly refpectabk at this peri, d of

himianny, when dignified, as it on ht to be, bv all

Q_ 'the
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the khits ?ak trincip of genuine benignity nnd ho-

nour. kgcristir e. wk.km ecu.Lined with experience.
It is the veiy ipi:l: or urn of nil earthly perfection.
It is an emblem, or ■,:->rnert, of that future and divine

fikiior, which is the certain ccr.kquence, and happy
ccnikr.marior., of ail mental and moral excellence.

Ti'tis it is from knowledge alone, that the greateft
t ad the belt have found even folitude and retirement fo

i i:larly chaining, and that the decline of fife, with

i\- its infirmities, io frequently glides away amidft the

fweeteft endearments and the fereneft hopes. It is this

v/Yel. constitutes the only real and killing diflkaion,
v/kch can fubfift between mortals of the fame fpecies ;

which r.either rank, nor title, nor fortune, however

high or fplendid, can deftroy or confer ; and which,
on every emergency, gives an obvious and decided fu-

periority to wealth, or power, or grandeur. By know

ledge, women, as well as men, Share the prerogative
of intelligence, k Id the dominion of the world, boaft

the lineaments of divinity, and afpire to an imitation

of him who made them !

CHAP. XLVI.

OF FEMALE CULTURE AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS, IN

DIFFERENT AGES.

A MCNk the Greeks, their mothers, or other fe-

xllk ma^e -"ri'.itkns, taught young ladies the common

f.rrrale employments and cuftoms of their country, and

i nklkd into the minds of fuch as would receive it, a

tinke.re of that ftoical pride and heroifm, for which

their men were fo much renowned. In every thing
elk
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eUe they were very deficient, and their t onfta at con

finement added want of knowledge of the werid to thnr

want of education.

In the earlier periods of the great republic of Rome,
the Romans being poor, and furrotinde. n with v tie a id

ferocious neighbours like thevr.itlveg, were obliged to

learn rigid ccconomy, kneribk patriotifm, and the

ait of war. Time are all virtues of nec-kty k the

infancy of almoft every ftate.

The duties and employments of domeftic life, facli

as cookery, fpinning, weaving, and fiewlng, were

taught the Roman women by their mothers or rela

tions. Thefe alfo fuperintended not only thrir krious
ftudiei, bit even their amufements, v hiri, were al

ways cond n't. d with decency and moderation. Bet

when the Romans b-cime rich with the pl.ri'k: of
their neighbours, the tafte for the arts and fciences

became more general. The education of the wornm,

there fure, began to be extended on a larger k,.le. To
the domeftic duties, taught them by their mothers,
were addul fuch puts of polite education as were

thought neceffary for cultivating their minds.

Cicero mentions, with high encomiums, fevc al

ladies, whole taflc in eloquence and philofophv ch'el

honour to thrir fex ; and Q^uinetiiian, with confidcrabk
applaufe, has quoted fome oi the letters of Corncli.i.
There is a fpeech of Hortenfia, pa ferved by An

pian, which for elegance of language, ?e.v\ ju.'lnefs of
thought, wi.idd have done honour to a Cicero, or a
Demofthencs. What gave occafion to this ketch,
was the following circumftance: the tiknu'hs of
Rome wanted a large fum of money for carrying 0:1 a

w.ir, and having met with great difficulties in raiihv
it, they di\ w up a lift of fourteen hundred of the rich-
ell of the ladies, intending to tax them. Thefe ladies,
after ha, kg in vain tried every method to evade ft.

great an innovation: at laft elkk Hortenkt for th el
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fpeaker, and went along with her to the market

place, were fhe thus addreffed the triumvirs, while

they were adminifteriug juftice.
" The unhappy women you fee here imploring

your juftice and bounty, would never have prefumed
to appear in this place, had they not firft made ufe of

all other means, wliich their natural modefty could

fuggeft to them. Though our appearing may feem

contrary to the rules of decency prefcribed to ourfex,
which we have hitherto obferved with all flriantk ;

yet the lofs of our fathers, children, brothers, and huf

bands, may fufficiently excufe us, efpecially when their

unhappy deaths are made a pretence for our further

misfortunes. You pretend they had offended and

provoked you. But what injury have w-e women

done, that we muft be impovei ifhed ? If we are blame-

sble as the men, why do you not proferibe us too ?

Have we declared you enemies to your country ? Have

we fuborned your foldiers, raifed troops againft you,
or oppofed you in the purfuits of thofe honours and
ofiices wliich you claim ? We pretend not to govern
the republic ; nor is it our ambition, which has drawn

the prefent misfortunes on our heads. Empire, dig
nities, and honours are not for vs. Why Should we

tne-n contribute to a war, in which we have no manner

of interell ?
" It is true, indeed, that in the Carthaginian war,

cur mothers rdf.'ted the vcpnblic, which was, at that

ti.wc, reduced to the utmoft diftrefs. But neither

their honks, their lands, nor their moveables, were

fold for that fervice. Son.e rings and a few jewe's
furnifhed the fupply. Nor was it conftraint, nor vio

lence, that forced thefe from them. What they con

tributed was the voluntary offering of generofity.
" What danger at prefent threatens Rome ? If the

Gauls, or Parthians, were encamped on the banks of

the Tiber, or the Anio, you fhould find us no lefs zea

lous
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lous in the defence of our country, than our mothe:.

were before as. But it becomes n >r us ; and we arc:

re Poked that we will not be any way concerned in

civil war.

" N .-idier Marius, nor Caffar nor Pompr.y, <;vtr

th night of 'bilging us to take part in the done !' ;

troubles, which their ambition had raifed. lk.cn

Sylla himfelf, who firft fet up tyranny in Rone, ik.c?
harboured fucn an inttrntion. And yet you affume the

glorious title of Reformers of the State I a title which
w.il turn to your eternal infamy ; if, without the kr.lt

regard to the laws of equity, you perfilt in your wkk-

•d rcfolution of plundering thofe of their lives and for-
: inns, who have given you no juft caufe of offence."
The triumvirs being offended at the boldnefs of the

wonvn, ordered them to be driven away. But the

populace growing tumultuous, they were afraid of au

mfurreaion, and reduced the lift of die women to be

taxed to four hundred.

During the reign of chivahy in Europe, women

endeavoured only to acquire fuch accomplikmenH
as would excite heroes to right for, and lovers to air,'
them. So far were they from poffeffing any literary
attainments, that they could hardly read the kirnta re

of thrir refpective countries.
In the hallow hg age, the ladies found that the fk-c

aits which captivated a knight clad in armour aid

ignorance, were in vain praaifed upon the ekight-
t ued fcholar and philofopher. Being confeious, thcre-
l-.re

, that the way to pleafe the men was to feem fond
of what they approved of, and dillike what thev dk-

liked, thev applkd themfelves to letters and rhilo-
1", hy, hoping to keep poffeffion, by thrir talents, of
v, liat the

y had gained by their charms. Though tkke
meafures were not calculated to infpire love, and attract
the heart, and consequently did not prcdnc. the cf! ks

Q^2 v»bkh
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which the ladies intended, yet they raifed them in that

period to a pitch of learning, unknown in any other.

A love of gaiety, expence, and parade, was intro

duced into Eurcpe, by the immenfe treafures of geld
and Silver imported from America, after the difeovery
and conqueft of that country ; and, perhaps, by the

fall greater riches accumulated by commerce. The

French took the lead in this new mode of life, and

foon diffeminatcd it all over Europe. The education

of their women, which before confrfted in reading
their own language, and in learning needle-work, was by
degrees changed to vocal and inftrumental mufic,

dancing, and drefting in the moft fafhionable manner ;

to which may be added, the art of captivating and

governing their men. This flimfy pattern was copied
by everv other nation.

In Afia and Africa, it is the intereft of the men

that ahnoft no culture fhould be bellowed on the

minds of their females, left it Should teach them to

affcrt their rights of nature, and refute to fubmit to the 4

yoke of bondage fo unjuftry impofed upon them.

They arc, however, taught all the perfonal graces ;

raid particular care is taken to inftrua them in the

art of converting with elegance and vivacity. Some

of them are alfo taught to write, and the generality
to read, that they may be able to read the Koran.

But, inftead of this, they more frequently fpend thrir
time in reading tales and romances'; which, being re-

kted in all the lively imagery of the eaft, feldom fail

to corrupt the minds of creatures fhut up from the

world, snd consequently forming to themfelves extra

vagant and romantic notions of all that is tranfaaed

in it.

Though they are never permitted to attend piHie

worfhip in a mefque, they are obliged to learn by heart
fome prayers in Ai abic, wdiich they affemble in a haB

atcerrain houra to repeat. They are enjoined always
to
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to waSh themfelves before praying ; and, indeed, the

virtues of cleanlinefs, of chadity, and obedience, are

fo Strongly and conftantly inculcated on their minds,

that, in fpite of their general corruption of manners,

there are feveral among them who, in their common de

portment, do credit to the inftruaions bellowed upon

them. This indeed is not much to be wondered at,

when we confider the tempting recompence that is held

out to them. They are, in paradife, to flourish for

ever, in die vigour of youth and beauty ; and how

ever old, ugly, or deformed, when they depart this

life, are there to be immediately transformed into all

that is fair, and all th?.t is graceful.
It is a very laborious talk to learn to read or write the

Chinefe language. Even among the men, it feems chiefly
confined to fuch as afpire after employments of ftate.

Women are feldom much inftruaed in it. Such as are

rich, however, lea n mulic, the modes of behaviour,

and ceremonial puna ilios of the country. The kft of

thefe cannot poffibly be difpenfed with. A faikre in

die leaft circumftance, as the number of bows, or the

manner of making them, to a fuperior, would infal

libly ltamp the mark of ignorance on the perfon fo fail

ing. Women are, in general, alfo taught a bafhful-

nefs and modefty of behaviour, not to be met with iu

any other country.
In many parts of North-America, they never beat

their children of either fex. This, they fay, would

only weaken and difpirit their minds, without produc

ing any good effect. When, therefore, a mother fees

her daughter behave ill, inftead of having recourfe to

a rod, fhe falls a-crying. The daughter naturally en

quires the caufe. The mother anfwers, becanfe you

difgrace me. This reproach feldom fails to produce
an amendment.

Gentle treatment of children, we are informed, is

afltifolutcly neceffary. The punifhments iufliaed ia

moik
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moft other nations, only make the Jananefe more ftub-

born and refraaory ; and fometimes there, as well as

in America, provoke t'tKm to comir.it filicide.

The fum cf wh.it has been faid is this :—The edu

cation cf women in Europe is perhaps too much cal

culated to ki']n_e them with love of admiration, of

trifling,, and of atnkemcnt. In moft other places of

the globe it is infinitely woife. It tends to eradicate

every moral fentiment, and introduce vice dreffed up
in the garb of voluptuous refinement.
That women Should pore out their fair eyes in be

coming adepts in learning, would be highly improper.
Nature feems not to have intended them for the more

intenfe and fevere ftudies. The gaining of the lau

rels of literary fame would rob their brows of many of

thofe charms, which to them are more valuable, as they
are by men more efteemed. Ignorance makes a femde

contemptible, pedantry makes her ridiculous. Both

extremes fhould be avoided.

CHAP. XLVII.

ON THE NECESSARY MENTAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS

OF LAPIES.

THE
degree of thofe intellectual accomplishments,

which women Should aim at, it is not eafy to

determine. That muft depend on the capacities, op
portunities, and encouragements which they Severally
enjoy.
Hiflory, in which may be included biography and

memoirs, ought to employ a confide fable Share of fe

male attention. Thofe piaure6 which it exhibits, of
the
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the paffions operating in real life, and genuine cha

racters ; of virtues to be imitated, and of vices to be

Shunned ; of the effects of both on fociety and indivi

duals ; of the mutability of human affairs ; of the

condua of divine providence ; of the great confe-

1,11 ences that often arife from little events; of the

weaknefs of power, and the wanderings of prudence,
11 the human race ; with the hidden, unexpeaed, and

frequently unaccountable revolutions, that dafh trium

phant wickednefs, or difappoint prefumptuous hope—
the piaures which hi/lory exhibits of all thefe, have

been ever reckoned, by the belt judges, among the

richeft fources of inftruaion and entertainment.

Voyages and travels, too, are very kftruaive and

< ntcrtainfng. How amufing are they to the curkfity,
how enlarging to our proipeas of mankind ! They
i.iterell the mind as much as a novel. They make

i: ufefully inquifitive, and fumiih it with matter for

refleaion.

There is not a fon nor daughter of Adam that has

not occafion for geography. It is often ufeful in con

verfation ; and a competent knowledge of it may be

acquired with little application, but much amufement.

The principal faas or great outlines of ajlronomy,
are beautiful, as well as improving. Some of them

prefent the moft interefting fcenes. Ail contain the

moft pleafing difcoveries. They open and enlarge
the mind ; they dilate and humanize the heart ; they
remind us that we are citizens of the univerfe ; they
Shew us how frnall a part we fill in the immenfe orb of

being. Amidft the amplitude of fuch contemplations,
fiiperfluous titles fhrink away. Wealth and grandeur
" hide their diminished heads." A generous ambition
r.les in the thoughtful mind, to approve itfelf to the

all-in:, meeting eye of hirr, to whom none of his works
ut' i.iJitkrcnt.

In
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In poetry of all kinds, but chiefly of the fubhmer

rorms, where nature, virtue, and religion are painted
and embellished with all the beauties of*a chafte, yet:
elevated imagination, what a field is opened within

the reach, and adapted to the turn of the female fa

culties ! What a profusion of intefleaual ornament

is fpread before them, for memory to colka, and for

rcfkaion to work upon ! How many fprightly, de^

hghtful, and lofty ideas do here pafs before the mental

tye, all dreffed in the brighteft colours ! How Strange
ly inexcufable muft thofe be, who complain at any
time of want of amufement, when the genius and

invention of every illuminated age have taken fuch

happy pains to fupply the noble ft.

How much are both fexes indebted to the elegant
pens of the Spectator, Rambler, Adventurer, Connoifteur,
Idler, &c. for a fpecies of inftruaion, better fitted

perhaps than moft others of human device, to delight
and improve at the fame moment ! Such is its extent,

its diverfity, its familiarity, its eafe, its playful man

ner, its immediate reference to fcenes and circum

ftances, with which we are every day converfant.

There are few novels that can be read with fafety ;

and fewer ftill th?.t convey any ufeful inftruaion. But

as ladies will read novels, the bell and moft innocent

produaions of this kind are thofe of Mr. Richard/on,
Mr. Cumberland, and Mifs Burney ; Mrs. Helme's

Louifa, and Mifs Blower's Features from Life : the

Recefs, Caroline of Lichfield, the Vicar of I'/nhefield,
and a few others.

The moft obvious branches both of natural philo
fophy, and natural hiflory, fhould engage, at leaft,
fome portion of time. That they are fo kldotr, and

fo fl'ghtly thought of, is rather a melancholy rcfkaion.

Does creation, through her infinitely extended and

infinitely diverfified fcenery, difplay innumerable won

ders'? Have thefe been traced with Skill and accu

racy
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racy by many learned and many laborious hands ? Are

they laid open to us, and almoft preffed upon us, from

every quarter ? And can we, with a giddy eve, turn

fcway from this noble and entertaining fpeaatle, to

■jn/x on the meancft ornament of beauty, or the lillieft
pageant of vanity ?

Whilst I am on this fubjea, I cannot help taking
notice of Mr. Dinwiddie's fuperior talents, and lau
dable exertions in this branch of fcience ; who, at his
letture-room in Portugal -Street, Lincolns-Inn-Fields,
blends the moft ingenious remarks with the moft ufe
ful and enteituiiiing experiments, to a genteel, atten
tive, and often ajlontfhed audience of both fexes.
Where can any evening be fpent to better purpofc \

The French and Italian, as well as the Latin and
Greek languages, may be read by the fair fex with
much pkaSi.re and advantage. By this means their
ta'le will be improved, and a never-failing fource of
inftruaion will be opened. Several ladies of rank and

f>jl\'.n, of the prdent day, make Virgil and Homer
l her companions, two or three mornings every week.
The theatre, which by the indefatigable

'

labour of
the late Mr. Garrick is brought to very great per-
fcet-on, affeirds an equally rational and improving en

tertainment. The judgment of ladies is not now

called in queftion, their understanding is not affronted,
nor is their modefty offended, by the indecent ribaldry
of thole authors, who to their defea in wit have
added the want of good fenfe and of good manners.

laults of this kind, that, from a blameable compli
ance with a corrupted tafte, have fometimes crept into
the- works of good writers, are now generally reai-
htd or omitted on the Stage. Since, however, there
are Some exceptionable plays, it is better to be prefent
onlv at thofe, which are approved by perfons of under
stand ng and virtue, as calculated to anfwer the proper

end
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end of the theatre, namely, that of conveying in

ftruaion in the moft pleafing method.

Tragedy is dtlk-ned to ennoble, refine, and expand
the beft affeaions of the heart, to render our natures

fufceptibk and fympathetic, and to teach by example
the moft interefting leffons of humanity.
Comedy has a t?ndancy to familiarize the duaile

minds of young ladies to what rray be called the ele

gant and fafhionable minutiae of life. The beft defi

nition of this fpecies of the drama perhaps is, that,
when properly executed, it confifts in a juft exhibition
of the trueft politenefs, not extraaed from the dull

prefciiptions of formal pedagogues, but as daily prac-
tifed by the e_, enteelefl company.

One half hour, or more, either before or immedi-

Etely after breakfaft, fhould be conftantly devoted to

the attentive perufal of fome part of Holy Writ. It is

the bafis on which our religion is founded. From this

praaice more real benefit will be reaped, than can

be fuppofed by thofe who have never made the expe

riment.

The feriptures prefent religion to us in the moft

engaging drefs. They comirunicate truths, which

philofophy could never inveftigate, and in a ftyle,
which poetry can never equal. Calculated alike to

profit and to pleafe, they inform the underftanding,
elevate the affeaions, and entertain the imagination.
Indited under the influence of Him, to whom all

hearts are known, and all events foreknown, they fuit

mankind in all fituations, grateful as the manna that

decended from above, and conformed itfelf to every

palate.
The faireft produaions of human wit, after a few

perufals, like gathered flowers, wither in our hands,
and lofe their fragrance. But die feriptures, thofe

unfading plants of paradife, the more we are accuftom-

ed to them, become ftill more and more beautiful.

Their
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Their bloom appears to be daily htkd t ned. Fre.'S.

odours are diffufed, and new fwccts extraaed from

them.

The feriptures have been Studied and admired by
the greateft and beft of men, as well as woven. What

ever inftruaion or amufemu't may be derived from

human compofitions, let it always be remembered,

that the facred writings alone contain that wifdom,
" which maketh wife unto falvation."

Controverfy on religious fubjekts fhould never be

meddled with. Such books only ought to be read as

me addreffed to the heart, infpire pious and ckwut af

feaions, and tend to regulate the conduct.

CHAP. XLVIII.

ON THE MONASTIC LIFE.

THE
venerable Bede has given us a very ftriking

pkti.re of monaflfc enormities, in his epiflle to

Ecgbert. From this we learn, that many young men,
who hud no tide to the monadic profeffion, got pof-
feflion of monasteries ; where, inftead of engaging in

the defence of their country, as their age and rank

required, they indulged themfelves in the moft difiblute

indolence.
We learn from Dugdale, that, in the reign of Hemy

the Second, the nuns of Amfbury abbey in Wilt Shi re

were expelled from that religious houfe, on account of

their incontinence. And, to exhibit in the molt lively
colours the total corruption of monaftic chaftity, bifhop
Burnet informs us, in his Hi/lory of the Reformation,
that when the nunneries were vifited by the command

R of
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of Henry the Eighth,
" whole houfes almoft were

'•

foiinei, whofe vows had been made in vain."

When we confider to wh-.t opprefiive indolence, to

whin a variety of wretchednefs and guilt, the young
and fair inhabitants of the cloifter were frequently be

trayed, we ought to admire thofe benevolent authors,

^'ho, when the tide of religious prejudice ran very

Strong in foour cf monaftic virginity, had fpirit enough
!...■ oppofe the torrent, and to caution the devout and

tei ier fex agair.it fo dangerous a profeffion. It is in

th;s poii. i- of view that the charaaer of Erafrnus ap-

i ears with the moft amiable luftre ; and his name ought
t y re eternally dear to the female world in particular.
Tho ugh his ftudies and conftitutfon led him almoft to

kkh'ze thofe eloquent fathers of the church, who have

magnified this kind of life, his good fenfe, and his ac

curate furv\y of the human race, enabled him to judge
o: ehc mifery in which female youth was continually
involved bv a precipitate choice of the veil. He knew

the fucctkful arts by wliich the fubtle and rapacious
monks inveigled young women of opulent families into
the cloifter ; and he exerted his lively and delicate wit

in oppofition to fo pernicious an evil.

The writirgs of many eminent authors have been

levelled ngainli the abufes of the monaftic life. But

feveral cf thefe, like the noted wofk of the humour

ous Rabelais, appear to have flowed from a fpirit as

wanton and licentious, as ever lurked in a convent. It

is not thus with Erafrnus. His produaions are writ

ten with admirable pleafantry, and feem to have been

diaated by a chafte and angelic defire to promote the

felicity of the fair fex.
In thofe nations of Europe where nunneries ftill

exift, how many lovely viaims are continually facri-

ficed to the avarice or abfurd ambition of inhuman pa
rents ! The mifery of thefe viaim6 has been painted
with great force by fome benevolent writers of France.

In



OF THE FAIR StX. I83

In moft of thofe pathetic hiftories that ave founded

on the abufe of convents, the mifery originates from

the parent, and falls upon the child. Thee reverie has

fone times happened; and there are e.campks of un-

Inppv parents, who have been rendertu m! reh.. by

the rehgious pervct fity of a daughter. In the anr-

t.cith volume of that very amuiing work, Les Cures

Celebris, a work which is kid to hie been the f...

voirite reading of Voltaire, there is a ilriking hi .lop/
*)'," u gi.l u ukruge, who was tempted by pious artifice

to fettle hnrfelf m a convent, in exprefs oppofition to

parental authority. He. parents, who had in va:n

tried the moil tender perfuafion, endeavoured at laft

to redeem their loft child, by a legal procels againft
the nunnery in which fhe was imprifoncd. The plead
ings pi tbii remarkable 'a id may, perhaps, be ju'tly
reckoned among the fiiicft {ices ofel-iqutr.ee th: t

the lawyers of France have produced. kk> keur 0 1-

kt, the advocate for the parents, reprefented, k the

l).>lelc!i and moft aikcling language, the extreme bafe-

nefs of tni religion, feduaion. His eloquence ap-

peaed to hive fixed the kiuiments of the judges ;

but tne caufe o! iiiperftition was pleaded by an adeo-

catc of (-.find power, rnul it Sionlly pre\ jilni. The un

fortunate parents of Maris Veen :<d (for this was the

name of the deluded gid) were condemned to rriign
her for ever, and to make a considerable p"1

• inent to

thofe artful devotees who had pku'ly lobucd them * :

their child.

W .1 :i we reHeft on the various evils that hive arifen

in con', en', s, we have the ftnn rdt reafon U. rejoice
and glory in that reformation, by wiikk the nan'r."5

if England were abolished. Yet it wo aid not be ca.'.-

did or jufl to cenilider all thefe as the mere hube< es

of lice.ifToufnefs ; fince we are t dd that, at ke tk -

of their i-.ippreffion, fome e f our religions houfes were

>ery houou«ably diititi ,alili.d by the purity of their
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inhabitants. " The vifitors," fays biShop Burnett,
" interceded earneftly for one nunnery in Oxfordfliire,
"

Godftow, where there was great ftrianefs of life,
" and to which moft of the young gentlewomen of the
"

country were fent to be bred ; fo that the gentry of
" the country dtfired the king would fpare the houfe :

"

yet all was kcfkaual."

In this point of view, much, undoubtedly, may be

faid in favour of convents. Yet, when the arguments
on both fides are fairly weighed, it is prefumed, that

every true friend to female innocence will rehjee in

thofe fenfible regulations wliich our Catholic neigh-
1 curs have lately made refpeaing nun»eries, and which
Icni to promife their univerfal abolition.
As convents, for many ages, were the treafures of

ril the learning that remained upon earth, one is ra

ther firpiifed to find fo fiw monaftic ladies, who have

beque; 'ked tc th.-? world any literary produaion. Per

haps, indeed, nn-.i.y a fair and chafte author has ex

ited, whofe name r.r.d works have been unjuftly buried

in fiic'u en oblivion.

Jurr.a Inez de k Cri;-, a native cf the New Hemi

sphere, was fo tniiiietrt for her poetical taknts, that

fee has been honoured with the title of a Tenth lVIufe.

A Short acccunt of this kdy, not much known in

Europe, with a fpecimen of her poetry, will no doubt

ke acceptable to female readers.

Juana was bot.n, in November 165 1, at the diftance

cf a few leagues from the city cf Mexico. Her father

was one of the many Sp?k!;i gentlemen, who fought
te, imp.rove a feanty fortune by an establishment in

America, where he married a lady cf that country,
ckkended from ISpan '.h parents. Their daughter
Juana was distinguished in her kfiricy by an uncom

mon ptilion k. literature, and a wonderful facility in

the compofition of Spanifh verfes. Her parents fent

her, when fine was eight years old, to refide with her

uncle
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uncle in the city of Mexico. She kid there the ad

vantage of a learned eduction ; and, as her extraordi

nary talents attraaed univerfal regard, fhe was pat.on-

ifed by the lady of the viceroy, the marquis de M; n-

cera, and, at the age jf feventeen, was received into

his km.i}. A SoaniSh encomiift of Juana relates a

remark.. dr ancctke, which, he fays, was co'.mnu-

nka. d to him by th: vice oy himfelf. That nobk-

i,-, in, a Ion died by the extenfive learning of young

Juana, invhed forty of the moft eminent literati that

his country could afford, *.o try the extent and foli-

dity of Juana's erudition. The you.ig fern tic feholar

was freely but politely queftioned, on the differert

branches of fcience, by theologians, philofophers, ma

thematicians, historians, and poets;
" and as a royal

"

galleon,
"

fays our Spanish aether, "'would defend

" herfelf againft a few feallots that might attack her,
" fo did Juana Inez extricate herfelf from the various
"

(pic.lions, arguments, and lvjokeh rs, that each in
*' his own province propofed to her."

The applaufe which fhe received, on this Signal dif-

pl iv of her accomplishments, was far from infpiring
the modeft Jinna with vanity or prefumption. In

deed, a pious humility was her moft ftriking charaa-

triSlk. Her life amounted only to forty-four years ;

and of thefe She paffed twenty-feven, dillinguiflied by
the moft exemplary exercife of all the religious virtues,
in the convent of St. Geronimo, Her delight in books
was extreme, and fhe is faid to have poffeffed a library
of Sour thoufand volumc-6 ; but towards the clofe of

her life She made a ftriking facrifice to charity, by felling
her darling books for tne reiki* of the poor. Few

female authors have been more celebrated in life, or in
death more lamented. Tt»e eolleaioa of her works,
in three quirto volumes, contains a number of pane-

gv ics, in verle aid pnffe, bellowed on this chafte po-
v.tf» bj kJ&emoft illuiirious characters both of Old and

R * Ki'.v
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New Spain. The moft fenfible of the Spanifh critics,
father leyjoo, has made this general remark on Ju-
ar.a's compokJors—

" that they excel in eafe and ele-
,£

grr.ee, but pre deficient in energy ; a failing the

more remarkable, as the pious enthufiafm of this poet
ical nun was fo great, that fhe wrote in her own blood

a profeffion of her kith. It may be obferved, howe

ver, in anlwer to her critic, that moft of Juana's ver

ges arc written on fubjeas, where poetical energy was

not to be expeaed. Many of her poems are occafion-
:1 compliments to her particular friends ; and, in her

facred dramas, the abfurd fuperftitions of her country
were Sufficient to annihilate all poetical fublimity.

In one of her Short produaions, She defcribes the

kjufikc of men towards her own fex. An imitajtion
ek this performance, in Englifli, is as follows :

I.

" * Weak men ! who without reafon aim
" To load poor woman with abule,
** Not feeing that yourfelves produce
" The very evils that you blame j

II.

" Tou 'gainfl her firm rejljlance Jlrive ;
" And, having Jlruck her judgment mutt,
" Soon to her levity impute
" What from your labour you derive.

III.

"

Of woman's weaknefs much afraid,
"

Of your onjcn prowifs Jlill you boaft ;
*' Like the vain childwho makes a ghojl,
'*'• Then fears what he himfelf has made,

* Homlres necios-, que acufais
A la muger Jin razon ;
Sm vcr, que fo'is la occafion
Tklo nifmop que culpais, &c.

IV. "Kv
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IV.

u
Her, whom your arms have once emlrac'd%

" Tou think pnfumptuoufly to find,
" When Jbe is woo'd, as Thais kind,
" When wedded, as Lucretia chafie,

V'
*

" How rare a foolmufl he appear,
"

Whofe folly mounts to fuch a pafs,
" That firft he breathes upon the glafs,
" Then gr'uves becaufe it is not clear !

VI.

*' Still with unjufl, ungrateful pride,
" Tou meet both favour and difdain ;
" The firm as cruel you arraign,
" The tender you as weak deride.

VII.
" Tour fjolifh humour none can pleafe ;
"

Since, judging all with equal phlegm,
" One for her rigor you condemn,
*' And one you cenfure for her eafe.

VIII.
" What wondrous gifts mujl her adorn,
" Who would your lajling love engage,
" When rigorous nymphs excite your rage,
" And cafy fair ones raifc your fcom !

IX.
" But while you Jhew your pride or pow'r,
" With tyrant paffions vainly hot,
*' She's only blefl who heeds you not,
" And leaves you all in happy hour."

CHA r.
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CHAP. XLIX.

ON SENTIMENTAL ATTACHMENT.

LOVE, perhaps, fweetens and expands the feel

ings more than- any paffion whatever. Eemg a

Compofition of all the tender, of all the humane and

difinterefted virtues, it calls forth at once aft their foft

ideas, and exerts all their good offices.

The ingenious Mr. Sterne, author of Triftram

Shandy, uied to fay, that
" he never felt the vibra

tions of his heart fo much in unifon with virtue, as

when he was in love ; and that whenever he did a mean

or unworthy aaion, on examining himfelf ftriaiy, he
found that at that time he was loofe from every fenti

mental attachment to the fair fex."

The declaration of this focial and benevolent paffion
to the objea that infpires it, is what we commonly
call courtfhip ; and the time of this courtfhip, not-

withftanding the many embarraffments and uneafinef-

fes which attend it, is geneially confidered as cue of

the happieft periods of human life, at kaft fo long as

the lover is fupported by hope, that pleafing delirium

of the foul.

The interference of parents, how-evcr, "n order to

prevent the union of lovers, is often attended with

ferious confequences } as the two following ftories fuf-

ficiendy evince.

CHAP.
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CHAP. L.

IIONORIO and ELIZA:

A VERY BATHETIC STORY.

HONORIO
wfs the fon of a London merchant,

bred up to the bufinefs of his father, to which

he fucceeded in his early youth : and in a little time

dillinguiflied himfelf, not only by his knowledge in

trade, but alfo by his probity of heart, and genercfity
< ■■')' fentiment. Nor was he deficient in perfonal ac

complishments. His figure was remarkably agreea

ble ; his addrefs wit; engaging ; and no pains had been

S'fiiti e d in giving him the advantage of a genteel educa
tion.

I le was in a fair way cf acquiring a very large for

tune, when he firft beheld, at a public alfembly, the

elegant and ar.k.ble Eliza, daughter of an eminent

trader, to whom his circumftances were we'll known.

He was deeply Struck with her external appearance ;

and, having found means to insinuate himfelf into her

;:ce|iiaintance, difeovered a thoufand charms in her un-

dei Handing and difpoSition, which at once completed
the conqueft of his heart. It was not long before he

difclofed his paffion to the dear objea, and had the

ravishing pleafure to find he had infpired her with very
favourable fentiments of his charaaer.

After feme time fpent in the endearing ekifions of

mutual love, he applied to the father, and made a

formal demand of her in marriage. His propofal met
with a very cordial reception ; and Honorio wis ad-

milte 1 into the family, on the footing of a future ftm-

in-law. 'She day was already appointed for the mar

riage, after all the articles of intcreft had been fettled

to the ktisfaftion of both parties ; when, by the fud-
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den failure of foreign correfpondents at the clofe of

the laft war, Honorio was obliged to Slop payment.
He communicated his diftreis to tlliza's father ; and

produced his books, by which it appeared that his

effeas were more than fuffickat to difcharge his debts,

though they were fo. fcattered that he could not col-

ka them in time enough to fupport his credit.
The mc chant faid he was forry for his misfortune,

but maele no offer of affiftance. On the contrary, he

told him bluntly that he could not expea he would

beftow his daughter on a bankrupt, and forbade him

the houfe.

The reader may conceive what an effea this treat

ment had upon an ingenuous mind, endued with an

extraordinary fhare of fenfibility. He retired to his

own houfe, while his heart was burfting with grief and

indignation.
The generous Eliza, being apprifed of what had

paffed between her father and her lover, feized the firft;

opportunity of writing a letter to Honorio, lamenting
his misfortune in the moft pathetic terms, affuring him

of her inviolable attachment, and offering to give a

convincing proof of her love by a clandeftine marriage.
He made due acknowledgments to his amiable mif

trefs for this mark of difinterefted affection ; but abfo-

lutely refufed to comply with a propofal, which might
ruin her fortune, endanger her happinefs, and fubjea
him to the imputation of being fordid and felfifh.

He made hafte to fettle his accounts, and fatisfy Ids

creditors. Then he wrote a letter to Eliza, releafing
her from all engagements in his favour, and exhorting
her to forget that ever fuch a perfon exifled.

Immediately after this addrefs he difappeared, and

no perfon could tell in what manner. People, in ge

neral, fuppofed he had made away with himfelf in de-

fpak.
Eliza
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Eliza was overwhelmed with the moft poignant for-

row , which entailed upon her a lingering eiiifemper,

that brought her to the brink of the grave.

Though nature triumphed over the difeafe, it was

not in the power of time
to remove her grief, which

fettled into a fix< d melancholy, that clouded all her

charms, and made a deep impreSfion on her father's

heart.

Her onb brother dying of a confumption, fhe be

came the Sole heirefs of a confiderable fortune ; and

many advantageous matches were propofed wkhout ef-

fea.

At length, fhe plainly told her father, that he had

one e made her miferable, and it was not now in his

power to make her happy ; for She had made a folemn

vow to he ave 'ii, that fhe would never join her fate to

anv other man but him on whom he had allowed her to

bcilowher affection.

The merchant was thunder-ltruck at this declara

tion. He faw himfelf deprived, by his own cruel

avarice, of that happinefs with which he had flattered

himfelf, in the hope of enjoying a rifing generation of

his own pofterity. He became penfive and fullen, loft

lu's fenfe*, and in a few months expired.
Eliza purchafed a retired houfe in the country,

where fhe gave a full fcope to her forrow ; while She

lived the lite of a faint, and fpent the beft part of her

time, as well as fortune, in the exercife of charity and

benevolence : witnefs the fighs that are ftill uttered by
all that knew her, when her name is pronounced : wit

nefs the tears of the widow and the fatherlefs that are

daily Shed upon her tomb.

Honorio, defparate in his fortune and his love, took

a paffage in a Spanish Ship for Cadiz, under the name

of Benfon ; and, as he understood the language, as

well as the management of accompts, he was admitted*
aa
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as an inferior faaor, on board of the Flota, bound foif

South America.

He fetded at La Vera Cruz, ; and fortune fo prof-
pered his endeavours, that, in a few years, he was

mafter of forty thoufand piftoks.
But neither profperity, nor the univerfal efteem he

had acquired among the Spaniards for his worth and

integrity, could footh the anguifh of his heart, or ef

face the remembrance of Eliza, whofe charms ftill

dwelt upon his imagination.
At length, impatient of living fo long in ignorance

of her fituation, he remitted his effeas to Europe, re

turned to Cadiz, and there, ia a Britifh bottom, took

Shipping for England.
At the Race of Portland the fhip was attacked by

a paltry French privateer ; and Honorio had the mif-

fortune to receive a fhot in his neck, which appeared
veiy dangerous.
After the privateer had fheered off, he defired that

he might be put afhore at the neareft land, as there was

no furgeon on board ; and the boat immediately con

veyed him and part of his baggage into a creek, within

half a mile of Eliza's dwelling.
He was obliged to take up his lodgings at a wretched

public houfe, and difpatched an exprefs to the next

town for a furgeon ; but, before he arrived, the unfor

tunate Honorio had loft his eye-fight in confequence
of his wound, and his fever was confiderably increafed.

The humane Eliza, being made acquainted with the

circumftances of his diftrefs, without dreaming it was

her beloved Honorio, defired a worthy old clergyman,
who was reaor of the parish, to take her chariot, and

bring the wounded man to her houfe, where he might
be properly attended and accommodated.

Thither he was carried accordingly, and there firft

vifited by the furgeon 4 who, after having dreffed the

wound, declared he had no hopes of his recovery.
He
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He heard the fentence without emotion ; and dc fir

ed he might have an opportunity to thank the lady of

the houfe for the charitable compaffion fhe had mani

fested towards a Stranger in dilticf?.

The tender-hearted Efiza being informed of his re-

qucil, immediately vifittd kirn k his apartment, ac

companied by the clergyman, and a female .

"

...on who

lived with her as her companion.
Approaching his bed-fide, She condoled with him on

his misfoi 1
nnc, begged he would think himfelf at

lunie, and command every thing in her houfe as freely
as if it were lire own.

He no fooner heard her voice than he flailed ; and

rai finer himfelf in his bed, rolled his eyes around, as if

in qi t of foine favourite objea.
1 !'"s ear was more faithful tli^n his memory. He re

numbered anil was affedted by the Strain, though he

could not reeolka the ideas to which it had been an

nexed.

After fome paufe he exclaimed,
" Excellent la Iv !

" I could wiSh to live in order to exprefs my gratitude.
" But it will ne>t be.—You have >rirv?n Shelter to a

"

pe>or wearied pilgik), and your charity muft be Slid
" farther extended, in feeing his body committed to

the duft.
" I have, moreover, another favour to afk, namely,

" that you and this good clergyman will atteft my lit
"will, which is locked in a paper cafe, dcpolk^d in
"

my portmanteau."
So 'nying, he delivered the key to the doaor, who

opened the trunk, found the pinr, and was defired to

read it aloud in the hearing of ail prefent.
The will was written by the hand of Honorio him

felf, who, in confileration of his tender affection for

the incomparable Eli/.a, which nothing but <ka.ii

Should eiafe from his heart, had bequeariied to her all

S hi;
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hi., woildly fubftance, exclufive of fome charitable le

gacies,
When the name c f Honorio was pronounced, Eliza

Started, grew pale, and trembled w ith Strong c notion.

She confidered, however, his Situation, and restrained

her tranfpoiIs, while her eyes poured forth a torrent

of tears, anel the chair Shook under her, with the

\ iclei ce of her agony.
The humane clergyman was not unmoved at this

fcene. Ke had often heard the Story of her unfor

tunate love, ?nd by his fenfible confolations enabled

her to bear her afflktion with temper and refignation.
He no fooner perceived the names of Honorio and

Eliza in the will, than he was feized with extreme

worker and Sympathising forrow. His voice faultered.

The teais ran eleven his cheeks, and it was with the

utmoft diikculty that he read the paper to an end.

Then 'oblerving the agitation of Eliza, he conduaed

1. .* into another room, where, her grief and furprife
becoming too ftrcng for her conftitution, fhe fainted

away in the arms of her ccirpanion.
Wkm fhe recovered from her fwoon, fhe gave vent

to her forrow, in a loud paffion of tears and excla

mation. She afterwards beerme more calm ; and beg

ged the doaor wculd endeavour to prepare Honorio

fer an interview with his long loft Eliza. He forth

with returned to the merchant; but was in too much

confufion to communicate the difcovery with difere-

tion and compofure.
Honorio, though blind, had perceived the lady's

agitation, as wrell as the clergyman's diforder, and

was not a litde lurprifed at their abrupt departure.
Hi-s mind had already formed an affemblage of the

moft interefting ideas before the doaor returned ; and

when he began to expatiate on the myfterious ways
of Providence, he* was interrupted by the ftranger,
who, raifikg his head, and clafping his hand, ex

claimed
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domed aloid—" O bountiful Heaven—it mu.l be the

"

kcor.ipn.ahk Eli/.a !"

At that inftant She entered the apartment, kn.ekd

by the bck'k , and ta'ria ■; him by the hind, crkd

oait.—"It's, inked, the uikrt Mite ikiza—O :ny
" lln'rio! Is it thus wc meet !"

A ! Jig nheiee enked, daring- which he bath "1 her

Inn. I with tears. At length he lp'-ke to this cikct:—

" Thck are not the tears of kriw.v, but of ioy.—
" Eh/. 1 then lives!—flv; remembers— 'he retams he:-
"

regard for the hipkk Honorio !—It was ind ■ d the

" kind ban I of Providence that threw me on this hof-
" ktable Shore.—Could I once more behol 1 thole d. ;r

" f. itn-ci, which I hue fo often contemplated with

" admit.t.kin and delikit—B it I am kti.'k-i."

The fcquel of this aifecling feenc I cannot pretend
to dekrihe. H morio's wound, at the next dreffi lg,

hael the appearance of a gangrene. The bill, however

which lu.1 been k.lge
'

a.nmig the nerves and li.ievva

of the neck, was now with eafe extracted, and his

eye-light was immediately reftored.

• Hiving fettled h'i temporal affairs, ad maV his

peace wiih Heaven, he 011 the fourth day cxphe.l ii
the arms cf Eliza, who was the fik and laft object o 1

which his eyes were Strained.

She did not long fiuviveher unfortunate lover. Her

grief at length exhanikel her constitution, and brought
her to the grave, after fhe had endowed almekoutes

forthe mint unce of twenty p.nn c.agni -.5, beqneath-
ed a handfoine fortune to her kinfwoman, a c.mii le

t-able prcle.it to the clergyman, and a large funi to the

poor of the parish.
At her own defire, fhe wrv. buried in tl-.e Same

g«v.ve with her loser, .md over them is raifed a p'.ki
■ i.-.imbelhikd tomb of black, marble, w ith this no left

infonotion :
"
Dedkrrt d to the mtinory of Ho.'.oru

' Mid Klkrt." ^.

C IJ A P.
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HENRY and CHARLOTTE.

A MOST AFFECTING HISTORY.

UNDER
the mafterfhip of the celebrated Burly,

there was a boy at fchool, wdiom I fhall diftin-

guifh by the name of Henry, equally efteemed by his
m?fters for the brilliancy of his talents, and beloved by
his fchool-fellows for the various excellent qualities of
his mind, and the fweetnefs of his difpofition.

Before he had rifen very high in the fchool, he con-
ceived a paffion for a young lady in the neighbour
hood, eminently beautiful, ar.d differing from him in

charafter, only as the natural delicacy and foftnefs of
her fex added a charm to every perfeaion of her lover.
Frcm the many interviews they bad had, the flame,

which at firft fired his bofome, quickly became mutual,
;nd they already indulged themfelves in romantic ideas
or celebrating their nuptuals, when they fearce knew
what love was, but from the fluttering it caufed ia

each of their tender breafts.

Two years were now cLpkd fir.ee they had de

clared their flame to each other. Henry had long
pleaded his five to his dear Charlotte, with ell de

force,
^

which a finer., and daily increafing paffion
could in Spire him with.

Marriage was what thev bcth looked up to, but im-

poklbkries dimmed the prekect
•

a! d though he loved
h.r with

^a tendernefs, which nought but various mo

tives can implant, yet ftill ik defires tok-o to that

pkrt of biffs, wd.fch nothing belt the privilege of mar
riage can gixc faiktion to.

His
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His father, it feems, having long obferved the ckfe

intimacy which exilted between our hero and this ami

able gi.i, and fearful of the conicquence, namely ma -

liige (for She had no fortune) reftked to fepcrate

them.

.Accordingly he purchafed him an enfigncy in :>.

regiment juft going abroad ; and paying little rcga d

to iiis Son's difapprobation of a military lite, fent him

off to Jerky.
This precaution, luwever, proved fruitlefs ; for

Henry, as foon as he was acquainted with his father's

cruel determination, having obtained Charlotte's fell

conlent, had their marriage confummated unknnwn to

any of his friends ; and, as his regiment was detained
in England, by unforefeen delays, a much longer time
than was expe^ed, he found means to pafs the greater
part of his time in her company.

1 Shall pad over the tender Scene, which took place
at their parting. Suffice it to fay, that never was a

pfefture of gn f difplayed in more natural and affeaing
ckonrs, thin what this interview exhibited. With,

difficulty he diffuaded her from the earned- defire ike

had of unco npanying him ; but he knew the dingers
of the voyage, and the difficulties a women is expofed
to k a camp, too well to comply with her rce.ueil.

All he had to omh *» her with was, an affurance cf

the moft fpeedy return he could obtain.

Before lie had been fix months in Jeifey, he re

ceive 1 the news of her bekg brought to bed of a ton.

Since file hnl kit feen her ek-r Henry, her confi •

icy-

had )^ea p.nt ce> u iri J by a too;-feud prcfikg cka-

mitic s.

Juft after he had f. t f.il, f.e felt a fivere fnock k

the !ois of j kind and l7 kkuate mother, htr oidy
furvoiig p-uvirt, und was.

■

.••*/ It ft an I kk.fi e".-k.a ,

ce^xded to ail th- dangers He .vide >\^ki, dep.j-. d

S z of
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of every comfort of life, and nearly deftitute of all its

nee- ikricp.

Her mother being the reiki of a colonels had with

fome ceconomy, made Shift to fupport herfelf an d

daughter, in a genteel manner on her penfion. But

this dropt at her death, and poor Charlotte, who,

either from the too great indidgence or the pride of
her parents, had not been brought up to any bufinefs,
was now reduced to the defperate alternative of either

ftarving, or maintaining herfelf by the moft defperate
trade her fex is acquainted w'th.

Haoplly an old School-fellow of Henry's learning
the dift'eifed ftate of her circumftances, flew to her

sfiillance with all the ardour the thought of relieving
his field's dearer half could inflame him with, and (as
fhe had too much rirtue ever to become a proftitute)
faved her from the rigour of a death fhe no ways me

rited, and wl.ie h had long appeared to hei inevitable.

Shortly after this timely refcue, fhe received the

followirg letter from her Henry :
*

" My de -.rest Charlotte,

"

Judge my happkefs on hearing that Heaven has

ke it us with a token of our love ! That he may re-

i errHe hk mother in every tiring, is the only boon I

crave now fi>r him :—Lut I change my joy to a note

of fonvw ! The pernicious effeas of this elimate have

inflia-ed on me an illnefs, which I fear I never fhall

get over. Lik, however, is a burthen to me, while

thou art abfent : — Nor could I have held it out thus

long, but that I fupport myfelfi on the profpt-a of that
blifs, which will, I hop":, crown the reft of our years,
fhculd I ever return to thte. I live, I breathe but

for thee, and fe;-r not death., but as it Shall fnatch thee

from me.—rBnt there is a fk.ee, ? paradife, were we

fhall one day meet, to part no more !—Farewell ! May
Heaven fhtd its cLokek bkkkgs on thee and thy in

fant,
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fent, and render you both happy, as it made thee

good!"
Equally alarmed at the feverity of her Henry's dif-

order, and charmed with the fincerity of his paffiein,
fhe refolved to fet fail in queft of him. Accordkg'y,
fupplied by the kindnefa of his friend with every thing
rcepiiiite fiir her voyage, fhe went on bored a tranfport
bound for the place of her hufband's destination. But

the bittereft fcene of her afniaion remained as yet

unaccomplished. All thofe flattering images of joy,
wliich the thought of quickly feeing her Henry had

presented to her, were fuddenly overclouded by the

ftorm, which intercepted them in their paffage.
After every exertion of the crew had proved vain,

they were driven to the laft refoarce, and fired the

fignal of diftrefs. This was inftandy anfwered by
another Ship, which had long been near, but, from the

darknefs which reigned around, without the knowledge
of either. It was, however, too late to fave their

v\ ffcl. The leak, which had fo longdiftrefled them,
now took in fo faft, that it was impoffible to keep her

above water ; and juft as the Ship made up to her, fhe

funk. Her long-boat, flowed full, was now approach
ing the fide of the Ship, when a cruel wave fnatched it

under, and Charlotte, with her dear infant clofe clafped
to her breaft, floated at the mercy of a ftormy fea.

Muft I Stop my reader to tell him, that Henry,
having procured leave of abfence, was returning in

the other (hip ?

He had long fiked his eyes en the boat, ftruck with

the beauty of his unknown wife. Unable any longer
to be witnefs to fuch a feene of diftrefs, wkhout taking
an artive part in it, he plunged in at the hazard of his

owu life, and catching her as fhe rofe on the back

of a billow, bore her to her own Ship's boat.
But what were his feelings, when iv beheld the face

of ks Charlotte ! Her benumbed aim had drort 'ts

tender
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tender charge. The horror of her diftrefs had de

prived her cheeks of their rofeate hue, and plundered
her ruby lips of all their melting beauties. Dead was

the luftre of her gloffy eye, anel
cold her lily hand.

He preffed her to his breaft in the agonies of de-

fpair, and ftrove to recal her affrighted fpirits to their

gay abode. She at length awoke almoft from the

fhades of death : but feeing her Heniy's face, fiirieked

ailoniShment, and funk into his arms a breaddefs

corfe !

CHAP. LIE

ON THE DEGREES OF SENTIMENTAL ATTACHMENT

AT DIFFERENT PERIODS.

IN
the earlier ages, fentiment in love does not ap

pear to have been much attended to. When Abra

ham fent his fervant to court a bride for his fon Ifaac,
we do not fo much as hear, that Ifaac was confulted

on the matter ; nor is there even a fufpicion, that he

might refufe or diflike the wife which his father had

fekcted for him.

From the manner in which Rebecca was folicited,
we learn, that women were not then courted in perfon
by the lover, but by a proxy, whom he, or his parents,
deputed in nis Stead. We h'kewife fee, that this proxy
did not, as in modern times, kdeavour to grin the

affeaion of the lady he was feet to, by enlugkg 01

the perfon I prone ties, and mental qua! ificat ions of

the lover ; but by the rkrm efs a id magnificence of the

prefents he mads to iier anel iier ikaUons.

Pro ■".".<- -
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Prefents have been, from the earlieft ages, and are

to this dav, the mode of tranfaaing all kinds of bu

finefs in the Eaft. When a favour is to be afked of

a fuperior, one connot hope to obtain it without a

prefent. Courtfhip, therefore, having been anciently
tranfaaed in this manner, it is plain, that it was only
confidered in the fame light as any other negociable
bufinefs, and not a6 a matter of fentiment, and of the

heart.

In the courtfhip, however, or rather purchafe of a
wife by Jocob, we meet with fomething like fenti

ment ; for when he foand that he was not pofleffed
of mony or goods, equal to the price Which was pro

bably fet upon her, he not only condefcended to pur

chafe her by fervitude, but even kerned much difap-
pointed, when the tender-eyed Leah was faithlefsly im-

pofed upon him inftead of the beautiful Rachel.

The ancient Giuls, Germans, and neighbouring
nations of the North, had fo much veneration for the

fex in general, that in courtfhip they behaved with a

fpirit of gallon ry, and {hewed a degree of fentiment,
to which thtfe, who called them Barbarians, never ar

rived. Not contented with getting poffeffion of the

perfon of his mi (kefs, a nothern lover could not be

fatkfied without the fincere affeaion of her heart ;
nor was hra miftrefs ever to be gained but by fuch

methods, as plainly indicated to her the tendereft at

tach went from the molt deferring man.

The- women of Scandinavia were not to be courted

but by the moft alfiduous attendance, feconded by
fuch warlike achievements as the cuftom of the coun

try had rendered neceffary to make a mm deferring
of bi» miftrefs. On thefe accounts we frequently iv;:l

n lover accofting the objea of his paffion, by a minnrt-

and cuvumftantial detail of all h's explots, and all hk

nccompli(hmcnts. " We fought with fweirds," fay:
K'ng Regner, in a beautiful ode con -gokd by himfeif,
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in memory of the deeds of his former days,
" that

"

day wherein I faw ten thoufand of my foes rolling
" in the duft, near a promontory of England. A
" dew of blood diftilled from our fwords. The ar-

"

rows, which flew in fearch of the helmets, bellowed
"

through the air. The pleafure of that day was truly
"

exquifite.
" We fought with fwords. A young man fhould

" march early to the conflia of arms. Man Should
" attack man, or bravely refill him. In this hath al-
"

ways confifted the nobility of the warrior, He
" who afpires to the love of his miftrefs, ought to be
" dauntlefs in the clafh of fwords."

The defcendants of the nothern nations, long after

they had plundered and repeopled the greateft part
of Europe, retained nearly the fame ideas of love, and

praaifed the fame methods in declaring it, that they
had imbibed from their anceftors. "

Love," fays,
William of Montagnogout,

"

engages to the moft

" amiable condua. Love infpires the greateft aaior.s
" Love has no will but that of the objea beloved,
"
nor feeks any thing but what will augment her

"

glory. You cannot love, nor ought to be beloved,
t' if you afk any thing that virtue condemns. Never

" did I form a wifh, that could wound the heart of

"

my beloved, nor delight in a pleafure that was incon-
" fiftent with her delic?cy.

"

The method of addreffing females, among fome of

the tribes of American Indians, is the moft fimple
that can poffibly be deviled. When the lover goes

to vifit his miftrefs, he only begs leave, by Signs, to

enter her hut. After obtaining tlfis, he goes in, and

fits down by her in the moft refpeaful filence. If ke

fuffers him to remain there without interruption, her

doing fo is confenting to his fuit. If, how ever, the

lover has any thing given him to eat and drink, it is a

refufal ;
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'■■ f.T.il : though the woman is obliged to fet by him

till he has finifhcd his repaft. He then retires in filence.

In Canada, courtfhip is not carried on with that coy

re ferve, and firming fecrecy, which politenefs has intro

duced am. >n r the inhabitants of civilized nations. When

a tom and woman meet, though they never faw each

other before, if he is captivated with her charms, he

declares his paffion in the pkineft manner ; and fhe,
with the Same fimplkity, anfwers, Yes, or No, without
further deliberation. "• That female refervc," fays an

ingenious writer,
" that feeming rekaance to enter

*« into the married ftate, obfervable in polite countries,
*' is the work of art, and not of nature. The hiftory
" of every uncultivated people amply proves it. It
" tidk us, that their women not only fpeak with
" freedom the fentiments of their hearts, but even

" blulh not to ha\e thefe fentiments made as public as

"

p ilihh *."
"

In Fonnofa, however, they differ fo much from the

fmnl.Vity of the Canadians, that it would be reckoned

the grc tell indecency in the man to declare, or in-

the woman to hear, a declaration of the paffion of

love. The' 'out is, therefore, obliged to depute his

mother, filler, or fome fi.ntale relation ; and from any
of thefe the Soft tale may be heard without the leaft

offence to eklica.v.

In Spain, the women had formerly no voice in dif-

pofing of themfelves in matrimony. But as the empire
of common fenfe l^an to extend itfeli', they began to

claim a p-ivihge, at lea ft of being confulted in the

choice of the partners of their fives. Many fathers and

guunkms, hurt by this female innovation, and puffed
up with Spanifh pride, ftill infilled on forcing their

daughters to marry according to their pleafure, by
means of duennas, locks, hunger, and even fometimes

of poilon and daggers. But as nature will revolt

againft
*

Dr. Alexander.
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againft every fpecies of oppreflion and injiftke, the
ladies have for fome time begun to affert their own

rights. The authority of fathers and guardians be

gins to decline, aid lovers find themfelves obliged to

apply to the affeaions of the fair, as well as to the

pride and avarice of their relations.

The nightly mufical ferenades of miftreffes by their

lovers are ftill in ufe. The gallant compofes feme love

fonnets, as expreffive as he can, not only of the fitu-

aticn of his heart, but of every particular circumftance
between him and the lady, not forgetting to lard them

with the moft extravagant encomiums on her beauty and

merit. Thefe he figns in the night below her window

accompanied with his lute, or fometimes with a whole

band of mufic. The more piercingly cold the air, the

more the k.dy's heart is fuppofed to be thawed with

the patient fufferance of her lover, who, from night
to night, frequently continues this exercife for many

hours, heaving the deepeft fighs, and calling the moft

piteous, looks towards the window ; at which if his

goddtfs at laft deigns to appear, and drops him a curt-

fey, he is fuperlatively paid for all his watching ; but

if fhe blcffes him with a fmile, he is ready to run dif-

traaed.

In Italy the manner of addreffing the ladies, fo far

as it relates to ferenading, nearly refembles that of

Spain. The Italian, however, goes a ftep farther

than the Spaniard. He endeavours to blockade the

houfe, where his fair one lives, fo as to prevent the

entrance of any rival. If he marries the lady who coft
him all this trouble and attendance, he fhuts her up
for life. If not, fhe becomes the objea of his eter

nal hatred, and he too frequendy endeavours to re

venge by poifon the fuccefs of his happier rival.
In one circumftance relating to courtfhip, the Ita

lians are faid to be particular. They protraa the

time of it as long as poffible, well knowing that, even

with
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with all the little ills attending it, a period thus em

ployed is one of the fweeteft of human life.

A French lover, with the word fentiment perpe

tually in his mouth, feems by every aaion to ha z

excluded it from his heart. He places his whole con

fidence in his exterior air and appearance. He dreffk

for his miftrefs, dances for her, flutters conftantly
about her, helps her to lay on her rouge, an J to place
her patches. He attends her round the whole circl i

of amidemcutSj chatters to her conftantly, whiffles an i

frigs, and jilays the fool with her. Whatever be his

Station, every thing gaudy and glittering within the

fphere of it is called in to his affiftance, particularly
fplendid carriages and tawdry liveries ; but if, by the

help of all thefe, he cannot make an impreffion oil th«s
fair one's heart, it colls him nothing but a few Shrugs
of his Shoulders, two or three filly exclamations, and as

many Stanzas of feme fatirical fong againft her •

and
as it is impoffible for a Frenchman to live without an

amour, he immediately betakes himfelf to another.
There is hardly any fuch diing among people of

fafhion as courtfliip. Morten; are generally fj ordered
by parents and guardians, tint to a bride and bride

groom the day of marriage is often the kcond time of
their uniting. In many countries, to be married in
this manner would be reckoned the greateft of miskr-
tune . In France it is litde regarded. In the fafliion-
able world few people are greater itiangers to, or more
indifferent about each other, than huSband and wife ;
and any appearance of fondnefs between tkvi, or their
being Seen frequently together, would infiiiiiblv make.
them forfeit the reputation of die ton, and be laughed
at by all polite company. On this account, nothing
is more common than to be acquainted with a lady
without knowing her hufband, or visiting the huSbai.il
without ever feemg hk wife.

T CHA P.
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CHAP. LIII.

5HNDS AND TEMPERS IN UNISON ARE RARELV TO

BE FOUND,

I.

Q **Y, mighty Love I and teach my fong
To w 'jom thy fweetejl joys belong,

ih: who the happy pairs,
Whofe ■'idd'mg hearts atul joining hands

F):.d ''■■'Jmgs twijled with their bands,
To ffieti all their cares.

II.

Not .'k wild herd of nymphs and fwains,
That thoughtlefs fiy into the chains,

As cujlom leads the way :

If there be blifs without defign,
Ivies and oaks may grow and twine,

And be as blefs'd as they.
III.

Not fordid fouls of earthly mould,

Who, drawn by kindred charms of gold,
To dull embraces move 1

So two rich mountains of Peru

May rufih to 'wealthy marriage too,

Andmake a world of love.
IV.

Not the mad tribe that hell infpires.
With wanton flames ; thofe raging fires

The purer blifs defiroy „•

On /Etna's top let furies wed,
AndJheets of lightning drqfs the bed

T} improve the burning joy.
V.Not
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V.

Not the dull pairs, whofe marble forms
None of the melting paffions warms

Can mingle hearts and hands :

Logs of green wood, that quench the coa's,
Are married juft like Stoic fouls,

With ofiers for their bands.
VI.

Not minds of melancholy firain,
Still filent, or that Jlill complain,

Can the. dear bondage blefs i
As well may heav'nly concerts Jpring
From too old lutes with ne'er a firing,

Or none be/ides the baft.
VII.

Nor can the foft enchantments hold
Two jarring fouls of angry mould,

The rugged and the keen :

Samfon's young foxes might as well

In bands of cheerful wedloek dwell,
With firebrands tied between.

VIII.

Nor let the cruel fetters bind
A gentle to a favage mind,

For love abhors the fight :

Loofethe fierce tiger from the Jeer,
For native rage and native J ar

Rife and forbid delight.
IX.

Two kindefi fouls alone mujl meet ;
'Tis friendjhip male.; the bondage fijeet,

And feeds their mutual loves :

Bright Venus, on her rolling throne,
Is drawn by gentlfl birds alone,

And C pids yoke the dovss.

C H A P.
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CHAP. LIV.

A VIEW OF MATRIMONY IN THREE DIFFERENT

LIGHTS.

THE marriage-life is always an infipid, a vexatious,
or an happy conditibn. The firft is, when two

people of no tafte meet together, upon fuch a fettle

ment as has been thought reafonable by parents anil

conveyancers, from an exaa valuation of the land and

cafh of both parties. In this cafe, the young lady's
perfon is no more regarded than the houfe and im

provements in purchafe of an eftate ; but She goes with

her fortune, rather than her fortune v ith her. Thefe

r>ake up the crowd or vulgar of the rich, and fill up
the lumber of the human race, without beneficence

towards thofe below them» or refpea towards thofe

above th?m ; and lead a defpkable, independent, and

u kiefs life, without fenfe of the laws of kindnefs,

gecd-nrture, mutual offices, and the elegant fatisfac-

tions which flow from reafon and virtue.

The vexatious life arifes from a conjundtion of two

people of quick tafte and refentment, put together for
redbns well known to their friends, in which efpecial
care is taken to avoid (what they think the chief of

evils) poverty ; ard enfure to them riches, with every
evil bt fie! cs. Thefe good people live in a conftant

conftraint before company, and, when alone, revile

each ether's perfon and coadua. In company, they
are in purgatory ; when by themfelves, in hell.

The happy marriage is, where two perfons meet,

and voluntarily make choice of each ether, without

principally regarding or negfeaing the circumilances

of fortune or berv.dy. Thefe may ilill fine in Spite
ot adverfity or fieknefs. Th- k-r-ur- we im<y, in fome

meafure,
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■wafurc, defend ourfelves from ; the other is the com

mon lot of burner iky. Love has n
■

idling to do wj^i
riches or ftt'e. rfeht-.ide, wiJi the perfon bekved,

has a pkr.fure, even in a woman's mind, beyond fhww

or pomp.

>c<>c<>«<>oc>c><x:x><x>o<><

C II A P. LV.

OF BETROTHING AND MARRIAGE.

AT
a very early perkd, families who lived in a

friendly manner, fell upon a method of fecui ing
their children to each otkr, by what is called in the

facred writings betrothing. This was agreeing on a

price to be paid for the bride, the time when it Should

be paid, and when She Should be dclnered into the

hands of her huSband.

There were, according to tlie Talmudifts, three

ways oX betrothing. The firft, by a written contraa.

The fecond, by a verbal agreement, accompanied with
a piece of money. And the third, by the parties com

ing teigc: fer, and living as hufband and wife; which

might aave been as properly called marriage as be

trothing.
The written contraa was in the following manner :

" On fuch a day, month, and year, A. the fon of B,

has faid to 1). the daughter of E. be thou my fpcufe

according to the law of Mofes and of the Ifraelites ;

and I will give tnce as a dowry, the fum of two hun

dred fu/.kis, as it is ordered by our law. And the

leiel D. hath promiied to be his fpoufe upon the con

ditions aforefaiei, which the faid A. doth piomife to

perform ou the day of marriage. And to this the faid

Tj A. doth
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A. doth hereby bind himfelf and kl that he hath, to
the

very cloak upon his back ; engoges himfelf to love,

honour, feed, clothe, and protea her, and to perform
;.;i that is- generally implied in contraa.s- of marriage in

favour of the Ifraelitifli wives."

The verbal agreement was made in the prefence of
a Sufficient number of witneffes, by the man faying to

the woman,
" Take this money as a pledge, that at

fuch z time I will take thee to be my wife." A wp-

man, who was thus betrothed or bargained for, v/as

I'.imoft in every refp^a by the law confidered as already
married.

Before the legislation of Mofes,
"

marriages among
the Jews," fay the Rabbies,

"
were agreed upon by

the parents and rektions of both fides. When this
was done the bridegroom was introduced to his bride.
Prefents were mutually exchanged, the contraa figned
before witneifes, and the bride, having remained fome

time with her relations, was fent away to the habita
tion of her hufik.nd, in the night, with Singing, danc
ing, and die found of mufical instruments."

t By the institution of Mofes, the Rabbies tell us,

the contnktof ma-rirrc was rend in the prefence of,
and figned by ; at halt ten witneffes, who were free
and of age. The bride, who had taken care to bathe
herfelf the night before, appeared in all her fplendor,
but veiled, in imitation of Rebecc:;, who veiled herfelf
when fhe came in light of Ifiiac. She was then given
to therioridejrioojn by her parents, in words to this

purpofe :
" Take her according to the law of Mofes :"

And he received her, by faying,
" I take her accord-

««

ing to that law." Some bleffings were then pro
nounced upon the young couple, both by the parent*
and the reft of the company.
The bkfikg's cr prayers generally ran in this ftile :

" Bleffed art thou, O Lord of heaven and earth, who
haft created man in thine own liktaefe, and haft ap

pointed
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pointed woman to be his partner and c n—iprniion !

r.h-'k-d art t;iou, who lillell Sion with joy for the mul-

Qtuelc of her children ! Bk-ffed art thou, who fendeft,

gkid.iefe to the bridegroom and his bride ! who haft

ordained for them love, joy, t; vfenari , peace, id

mutual affeaion. Be pleafed to bkfs, not only this

couple, but Judah and Jerufalem, with fongs of joy,
and praife for the joy that thou giveft them, by the

multitude of their fens and of their daughters."
After the virgins had fung a marriage fong, the

oompany partook of a repafl, the moft magnificent
the parties could afford ; after which they began a

dance, the men round tlie bridegroom,, the women

round the bride. They pretended that this dance

was of divine institution, and au effential part of the

ceremony. The bride was then carried to the nuptial
bed, and the bridegroom left in the chamber with her.

The company again returned to their feafting and re

joicing; and the Rabbies inform us, that this feaflk.g,
when the bride was a widow, lafted only three da\ s,

but frven if fhe was a virgin.
At the birth of a km, the father planted a cedar ;

and at that of a daughter, he planted a pine. Or"

rfK'fe trees the nuptial bed was conftruaed, when the

parties, at whofe birth diey were planted, entered into

the married Hate.

The A Tyrians had a court, or tribunal, whofe only
bufinefs was to difpofe of young women in marriage,
and to See the laws of that union properly executed.

What thefe laws were, or how the execution of them
was enforced, are circumftances which have ct been

handed down to us. Bo* the ere&kg a court folely
for the purpofe of t: king ceigrizance of them, iug-
geSts an idea that thee wcr,* nr.mv aid various.

A "icing the Gn*t IvS, the multiplicity of male and

female deiiieswbo were cone erne' hi the afiairso*' 1 >vc,

made the invocation* and Sacrifices, on a matrimonial

occasion,
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qccafion, a very tedious affair. Fortunate omens gave

great joy ; and the moft fortunate of all others, was

a pair of turtles feen in the air, as thofe birds were

reckened the trueft emblems of conjugal iov- "nd fi

delity. If, however, one e>f ckm was fen alone,
it infallibly denoted Separation, and all the ills attend

ing an unhappy marrkge.
On the wedding-day, the bride and bridegroom

were richly dreffed, and adorned with garlands of

herbs and flowers. The bride was conduaed in the

the evening to the honfe of her hufband in a chariot,
feated between the hufband and one of his relations.

When fhe alighted from the chariot, the axle-tree of

it was burnt, to fignify that there was no method left

for her to return back. As foon as the young couple
entered the houfe, figs and other fruits were thrown

upon their heads to denote plenty ; and a fumptuous
entertainment was ready for them to partake of, to

wliich all the relations on both fides were invited.

The bride was lighted to bed by a number of torches,

according to her quality ; and the company returned in

the morning, to falute the new-married couple, and to

fing epithalam'.a at the door of their bed-chamber.

Epithalamn were marriage-fongs, anciently fung in

praife of the bride or bridegroom, wifhing them hap-

pinefs, proiperity, and a numerous iffue.

Among the Romans there were three different kinds

of marriage. The ceremony of the firft confilted, in

the young couple eating a cake together, made only of

wheat, felt, and water. The fecond kind was cele

brated by the parties folemnly pledging their faith to

each other, by giving and receiving a pkee of money.
This was the moft common way of marrying among
the Romans. It continued in ufe, even after they be
came Christians. When writings were introduced to

teftify that a man and awoman had become hufband and

wife, and alfo, that the hufband had fettled a dower

upon
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Upon his bride, thefe writings were called Tabula Do-

tales (dowry tables;) and hence, perhaps, the word*

in our marriage ceremony,
" I thee endow."

The third kind of marriage was, when a man and

woman, having cohabited for fome time and had chd-

dren, found it expedient to continue together. In

this cafe, if they made up the matter between them

felves it became a valid marriage, and the children

were confidered as legitimate.
Something fimilar to this is the prefent cuftom in

Scotland. There, if a man live with, and have chil

dren by a woman, though he do not marry her till he

be upon his death-bed, all the children are thereby le

gitimated, and become entitled to the honours and

eftates of their father. The cafe is the fame in Hol

land, and fome parts of Germany ; with this difference

only, that all the children to be legitimated muft ap

pear with the father and mother in church, at the ce

remony of their marriage.

>ceeoc ck>c>Chc>oooo<x

CHAP. LVI.

A PICTURS OF MATRIMONIAL FELTC1TV.

CLEON
and Cafifta had lived together in all the

harmony of married minds for the fpace of fe-

venteen months, during which time they had fhared

together r.n infinite variety of changes in their fortune.

But, as if they were originally defigned for on* ano-

th< ", every aaion <ff life afforded both of them fome

beautiful inftance of the ftrength a:.d tei.ekrnefs of this

attachment.

When
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When Cleon was abfent, the bofom of Califta felt

fomething always wanting to compleat her happinefs.
When Califta was away, the heart of Cleon

was def

titute of its principal fupport, and like a bird which

had loft its companion, forrowed for her return.

It often happens, that, in human life, the fpirits will

yield to unbidden dejeaion, and the breaft throb with

oppreffion, it fcarce knows why. In thefe moments,

the balm of affeaion is of particular enfluence, and af

fords a comfort, which nothing in this world can fo

adequately beftow.

Whenever Cleon chanced to fall into a melancholy
of this kind, the gende Califta would yield up her en

tire attention to reftore her lover to himfelf. Tran

quility is wounded and cured fometimes by imper
ceptible caufes. Califta would foothe her Cleon with

a delicate perfuafivenefs, infpired by the generous paf
fion that fhe bore him. Inftead of complaining of his

fretfulnefs, her only hope and endeavour was to remove

it ; and her endeavours were generally fuccefsful. For

what is there fo diftreffing in life, which the fmiles

and careffes of a loving and beloved woman cannot

alleviate ?

Behold poverty on the one hand, and diftemper on
the other ; yet, if the kind partner of our fates is re-

folved to fhare the lot with us, and is finding, like the

angle of patience, on our fipk pillows, we may then

defy the utmoft malice of ill-fortune, and receive from

the obligation afliduities of love, thofe bleffings which
are denied us abroad, in a buftling, malicious, and un

generous world.

CHAP.
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CHAP. LVII.

ON THE CHOICE OF A HUSBAND.

ASSIST me, ye Nine,
11

Whilfi the youth I define,
With whom I in wedlock would clafs ;

Andye bloomingfair,
Lend a liflening are,

To approve of the man as you pafs.

Not the changeablefry
Who love, nor know why,

Butfollow bedup'd by theirpaffions :
Such vot'ries as thefe
Are like waves ofthefeas,

Andfleer'd by their own inclination.

The hefloring blade
How unfitfor the maid,

Where meeknefs andmodify reigns !
Such a thundering Bully
I'llfpeak againfi truly,

Whatever Igetfor my pains.

.Not the dogmatic elf,
Whofe great all is himfelf,

Whofe alone ipfe dixit is law :

What afigure he'llmake,
How like Momus he'llfipeak

Wtthfneering burlefque, apfhaw ! pfhaw T

Not the covetous wretch

Whofe heart's atfullfiretch
Togain an inordinate trtafure ;
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Him leave with the refi,
Andfuch mortals d tjl,

Whofacr'fice life without meafure.

Theflutteringfop,
How empty his top !

Nay butfome call him coxcomb, I trow ;

But
'
tis lofingyour time,

He's not halfworth a rhyme,
Let thefag ends ofprofe bind his trow.

The guttlingfat,
What a conduit his throat !

How beafily and vicious his life !
Where drunkardsprevail,
Wholefamiliesfeel,

Much more an affcRionate wife.

One charalteryet,
I withforrow repeal,

And oh ! that the number were lefs ;
'
Tis the blafphemous crew :

What apattern they' lljheiv
To their haplefs, and innocent race I s

Let wifdom thenjhine
In theyouth that is mine,

Whilft virtue hisfootfleps imprefs ;
Such I'd choofefor my mate,
Whetherfooner or late :

Tell me, Ladies, what think you ofthis ?

" The chief point to be regarded," fays Lady Pen

nington in her Advice to her Daughters,
" in the

choice of a companion for life, is a really virtuous

princrTde—an unaffeaed goodnefs of heart. Without

this, you will be continually fhocked by indecency,
and
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and pained by impiety. So numerous have been the

unhappy viaims to the ridiculous opinion, a reformed
libertine males the befi hufband

—that, did not experience
daily evince the contrary, one would believe it im

poffible for a girl, who has a tolerable degree of com

mon understanding, to be made the dupe of fo erro

neous a pofition, which has not the leaSt Shadow of rea

fon for its foundation, and which a fmall Share of ob-

fe' vat ion will prove to be falfe in taa. A man, who

has been long converfant with the worft fort of wo

men, is very apt to contraa a bad opinion of, and a

contempt for, the fex in general. Incapable of esteem

ing any, he isfufpicious of all; jealous without caufe,

angry without provocation, and his own diilmbed ima

gination is a continued fource of ill-humour. To this

is frequently joined a bad habit of body, the natural

confequence of an irregular life, which gives an addi

tional fournefs to the temper. What rational pro-

fpea of happinefs on there be with fuch a companion \

And, that thik is the general character of thofe who

are called reformed rakes, obfervation will certiiV. But,
admit there may be fome exceptions, it is a hazard,
upon which no considerate woman would venture the

peace of her whole future lite. The vanity of thofe

girls who believe themfelves capable of working mi

racles df this kind, and who give up their perfons to

men of libertine principles, upon the wild expeaation
of reclaiming them, jidlly delerves the difiiprkntment
which it will generally meet with ; for, believe me, a

wife is, of all perfons, the leaft likely to fucceed in

fuch an attempt.
—Be it vourcare to find that virtue

in a lover, which you muft never hope to form in a

huSband. Good fenfe, and genid nature, are almoft

equally requisite. If the former is wanting, it will be

next to an impoffibility for you to efteem the perfon,
of whofe behaviour you may have caufe to be afhamed.
Mutual efteem is as eSfential to happinefs in the mar-

U ried
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ried ftate, as mutual affection. Wohout the latter,

every day will breig with it fome fit ih caufe of toi-

t'.on, until repeated quaivl produce a coldncfs, wliich
will fettle into nn iru< oncileahl' avcrfion, and vou will

'

b'.'-oue, not only each other's torment, but the objea
of contempt to your family, and to your acquaintance.
" This quality of good-nature is, of all others, the

moft kk.cik to be afcertained, on account of the ge
neral miftake of blending it with good-humour, as if

they, were in themfelves the fame; whereas in fact,
i.o two pimc'pks of aaion are more effentially differ

ent. But this may require foir.e c: /.knrtic-— l)y
good-nature, I r./ian that true he.ie vukr.ee, which par-
t ikes the feikiiy of all mankind, which promotes the

felicity of every individual within the reach e f its abi

lity, which relieves the dtirkkd, comforts the affliaed,
difiufcs Ik Slings, and communicates happinefs, far as

itsiphereof action can extend ; and which, in the pri
vate fcenes of fife, will Shine confpicuous in the dutiful

ion, in the affectionate hr.iband, the indulgent father,
the fi.ithi'i. 1 friend, and in the companionate mailer

betl: to man and beaft. Good-l.nrr.our, on the other

hand, is nothing more than a cheerful, pleafing de

portment, arising either from a natural gaiety of rnkd,
or fr.irn an affectation of popularity, joined to an affa

bility of k knkur, the reiiilt of good-breeding, and

from a ready coirplk-.ice with the tafte of every com

pare-. This kind of mere good-numour is, by far, tk:
r.u'.z ftiik'ng quality. It is frequently mistaken for,
and complimented with the fuperior name of, realgod-
nn::re. A n an, by this fpecious appearance, has often

acquired that appellation who, in all the adtions of

his private life, he. s been a mode, cruel, revengeful, <fe

fulk-n, haughty tyrant. Let them put on the cap,
whofe temples fit the galling wreath !
" A man of a truly benevolent difpofition, and

formed to prur.jte the ii.^pkck of all around him,

may
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mty fimetiwes perhaps, f om an ill h bit of body, an

ncchkit'il vexation, or from a commendable openriek
of h.-.n:, above the uwannefs of .'ifgr.ife, be guilt/ it

little Calks of pc-evilhnefs, <« of iU-humotir, which,

carrying the apperrance of ill-natmv, may be unjuilly

thought to proceed from it, by perfons who are unac-

i;;i:ii'itet wh ins tnie diiraeHcr, ant who tike ill iie-

mour and i'l nat m-c to be fynonirmn-; tonus, though
i.i reality they bear not the lea. I an logy to each otk\

In ordtr to the firming n rittit im'.gnvnt, it k rkk

lutely neceffary to rii -.' rve this cli'tinaion, which w 11

cffea"illy ficire- o i from the dangerous error of tak

ing the ihiulow f >r die fubftance, an kretrkv.ihk nnf-

take, pregnant with Innumerable confequent evils!
" From wlnt has bcc-i kid, it pkk.ly appears, tint

the criterion of this amiable virtue is not to be takui

from the general c pkki ; rnrre good humour being,
to all iutc.ilj a.iJ p.irpofes, fufiieient, in this particular,
t > eikbliih the pnb'k voice i.i favour of a man utterly
deviiiei of every kimane ani benevol- . nt affeaion of

heirt. It is only from the 1. it confpicuous Scenes of

life, the more retired fphere i f aaion, from the artkf;

tenor of dt.mctk ondua, tint the real chancer c •■:,

with any certainty, be draw.i. Thefe, nr.difguikd,
proclaim the man. lint, as they ilim the gl.ire of

light, nor court the noife of popular npphufe, they
pafs unnoted, and are kldom known till after an inti-

» te acquaintance. The belt method, therefore, to
avoid the deception in this cafe, is to lay no ftrefs on

out .varel -lpgenranees, which are too often falkckif.;,
! : '.<i take the rule of iudgkg from the Simple unno-
1 .k\l fentiments of thefe, whofe d -pendent connec-

tkns give them d' ! - ni ibk- certainty ; who net onk fee

b it wTii> hourly feck the goo! or bad effea of that di."-

position, to which they are fiih- ote 1. By this, I mcar,
that if a man k • -iky rctperted, eftee k k and k-

lovedbyhi-. :h ,je'..fe,r.. and ekui:iks, j.uDiiy juflly
couekk,
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conclude, he has that true good-nature, that real bene

volence, which delights in communicating felicity,
and enjoys th« fatisfadtion it diffufes. But if by thefe
he is defpifed and hated, fervtd merely from a princi
ple of fear, devoid of affeaion, which is ever eafily
difcoverable, whatever may be his public charaaer,
however favourable the general opinion, be affured,
that his difpofition is fuch as can never be produaive
of domeftic happinefs.—I have been the more parti
cular on this head, as it is one of the moft effential

qualifications to be regarded, and of all others the
moft liable to be miftaken.
" Never be prevailed with, my dear, to give your

hind to a perfon defeaive in thefe material points.
Sec ere of virtue, of good-nature, and underftanding,
:u a hufeand, you may be fecure of happinefs. With

out the two former it is unattainable. Without the

latter, in a tolerable degree, it muft be very imperfea.
" Ri member, however, that infallibility is not the

property of man, or you may entail disappointment
011 yonWelf, by expedting what is never to be found.

The beft men are fometimes inconfiftent with them

felves. They are liable to be hurried, by fudden Harts

of paffion, into expreffions and aaions, which their

cooler reafon will condemn. They may have fome od

dities of behaviour, and fome peculiarities of temper.
They may be fubjea to accidental ill-humour, or to

whimfical complaints. Blemifhes of this kind often

/hade the brighteft charaaer ; but they are never de-

ftruaive of mutual felicity, unlefs wdien they are made

fo by an improper refentment, or by an ill-judged cp-

pofition. When cooled, and in his ufual temper, the

man of underftanding, if he has teen wrong, will

fuggtit to himfelf all that could be uiged againft him.

The man of good-nature will, unupbiuidtd, own his

erxir. Immediate contradiaion is, therefore, wholly
unferv ieetible, and highly imprudent; an after repe

tition
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tition is equally unneceffny and injudicious. Ar.y

pcculia'itks in the temper or behaviour ought to be

prop-rly reprefentcl in the tendered and in the moft

*'. iciidlv manner. If the rcj-.refentatkn <t then ii

made difeieetly, it will gencraliy be well taken. But,

if they are fo h-blnd, as n<.t eafily to be altered,

flrike n..t too often upt 1 the unliarmonk is firing.
Rather let them pds as unobkrv. 1. Su> h 1 cheerful

compliance will better cement your union ; and they
may lie mete eafy to youtkh", by reflecting on the

fuperior good qualities, by which thefe trifling faults

a;\ fo greatly ovenbalenccei.
" Yon muft remember, my char, tVfi r kej ?rc laid

down, on the fuppolitkn ol yo.ir being unkotoa

pcrfo ', who poffeffe3 the three qu k icat'ons fit h.ip-

pnick before nientieciee'. In tin's cak, no fartk r eli-

rcetion is n-'ceiilir.-, bat that yoj kietly perform the

duty of a wife, namely, to love, to fioiiotir, and obi y.
'ike two ti-ft articles are a tribute So indi! pcofably due
to m ,-!:, thnt they i»nift b; paid by incliuaii-n;—and

they naturally lend to the peifonnance of the laft,
which will not only l.e an e.<ly, bit a pkafii.g tan;,

fince nothing cnif ever be enioincd kr fuch a periem
that is in iti" If improper, mt i . w things w'il, that

can, with any reaiun, be difagreeable to you.
" The being united to a man 01 irreligious j : ln-

»iplcp, maces it imprilibk to difcharge a grer.t pr.t of

the proper duty of a wife. To name but one inftance,
clvdicnc? will fc* rcr.deiel •<-. Mractk able, by frequerrt:
injunctions kronfiftent wit'.i, a.t contra./ to, the

h; tier obligations of mo:. k\ . This it r. t a fuppo-
iition, but is a certainty :- .. Yd upon f;\£ts, which I

have too oiteu fe<n unel can aiteSt. Wi-eie tin's kip-

jx?n«, the renforis for non-comphnice ought to be ohe.r-

«.ti.i? ;kki: lirong, good--n;..<;-\ .! man; cr. There is

at k k'i : chance of fhecel keji. 1 iiei.ig heard. Bit

ikull thofe realbai be r-i ted, cr the 'tearing -'. in

U z refufed,
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refufed, and filence on the fnbjea enjoined, which is

moft probable, few people caring to hear what they
know to be rip-lit, when they are determined not to be

convinced by it,—obey the injunaion, and urge not

the argument farther. Keep, however, fteady to your
principles, and Suffer neither perfuafion nor threats to

pre vnil on you to aa contrary to them. All commands

repugnant to the laws of chriftianity, it is your indif-

penfable duty to elikbe v. All requcfts that are incon-

Uki.t with prudence, or incompatible with the rank

.u.d charaaer wliich you ought to maintain in life,
u is your intertlc to rttufe. A compliance with the

former would be criminal, a confent to the latter

highly hkiifcrect ; and it might thereby fubjea you
to general cenfure. For a man, capable of requiring,
torn his wife, what he knows to be in itfelf wrong, is

equally capable of throwing the whole blame of fuch

mifconduct on her, and of afterwards upbraiding her

for a behaviour, to which he will, upon the fame prin
ciple, diibwii that he has been acceffary. Many fimilar

inftanccshave come within the compafs of my own ob

servation. In things of a lefs material nature, that

are neither criminal in themfelves, nor pernicious in

their vonfequences, always acqukfee, if infifted on,

however difagreeable they may be to your own temper
and inclination. Such a compliance will evidently
prove, that your refufal, in the oSher cafes, proceeds
not from a fpirit of contradidtion, but merely from a

juft regard to that fuperior duty, which can never be

infringed with impunity.
" As the want of underftanding is by no art to be

concealed, by no addrefs to be difguifed, it might be

fuppofed impoffible for a woman of fenfe to unite her

felf" to a perfon, whofe defect, in this inftance, muft

render, that fort uf rational fociety, which constitutes

the chief happinefs of fuch an union, impoffible. Yet

here, tew often has the weaknefsof female judgment
been
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been confpicuous I The advantages of great fuperiority
in rank or fortune have frequently proved fo irrefiftible

a temptation, as, in opinion, to outweigh, not only
the folk , but even the vices of its poffeflor—a grand
millake, ever tacitly acknowledged by a fubfequent
repentance, when the expeaed pleafures of affluence,

equipage, and all the glittering pomp of nfekfs pa

geantry, have been experimentally found infuffieient to

make amends for the want of that conftant fatisfaaion,
which refults from the focial joy of convcrfing with

a reafonable friend '.

•' But however weak tlk motive m.ift be acknow

ledged, it is more excufabk than another, which, I

fear, has fometimes had an equil influence on the

mind ;
— 1 mean fo great a love of fway, as to induce

her to give the preference to a perfon of werk intel

lectual:-, in hopes of holding, uncontrolled, the reins

of government. The expectation is, in fact, ill ground
ed. Obftinacy and pride are gcneraliv the companions
of folly. The fillieft people are ofte l the moft tena

cious of their opinion.,, and, confeqr.'ndy, the hardeft
of all others to be managed. But, admit the contrary,
the principle is in iticlf bad. It tends to invert the
order of Nature, and to counteraa the defign of Pro
vidence.
" A woman can never be feen in a more ridiculous

light, than when Ihe appears to govern her hufband.
If, unfo-tmutely, the fuperiority of underftanding is

on her fide, the apparent confeioufnefs of that fuperi
ority betrays a wcaknefs, that renders her contemptible
in the light of every confiderate perfon, and it may,
very probably, fix in his mind a diflike never to be era
dicated. In fuch a cafe, if it Should evei be your own,
remember that fome degree of diSfimulation is com-

muidable, fo far as to let your hufband's defeAs appear
unobferved. When lie judges wrong, never flatly con
tradict, but lead him iiueufibly into anodier opinion,

in
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ih fo dlferect a manner, that it may feem entirely his

own, and let the whole credit of every prudent deter-

minatkn reft on him, without indulging the foolish

vanity of claiming a.iy merit toyourki'. Th is a per

fon, of but an indifferent capacity, may be fo alfiftcd,

at>, in many inftanccs, to thine with borrowed luilre,
fearce diiiinguifhable from the native, and by degrees
he may be brought into a kind of mechan'cal method

of uakg n. overly, in all the common occurrences of

life. Ott as this poiition may feem, it is kinu'cd in

fea. I have feen the method Ik-rektuliy praaikd by
more than one perfon, where a weak mind, on the go
verned fide, has been fo prudently let off as to appear
the fek direaor ; like the Statue of the Delphic god,
witch was thought to give forth its own oracles,
whilft the humble prieft, who lent his voice, was by
the flirine concealed, nor fought a higher glory, than
a fupoukd obedience to the power he would be thought
to fti-vc."

CHAP. LVIII.

ON CONJUGAL MISUNDERSTANDINGS.

I7«LORIO
and Camilla, though in reality they had

a regard for one another, were fo unfortunate in

an imnaiknee; of temper, that they continually render

ed each ether rnikrabk. Florin wa, a man too eafily

dejected, and Camilla ktc-preted this into bdk.iiiels.

Iu confer nence of wh'ch, fhe would accufe hhn of 11 e-

vifmrit, or elk fit wk.k hours vritl i> book in her hand,

as re'rarukri of lis Sighs, as if thev wee the puffs of

an old pair of belkw... If Fkrk efii d her to avoid

a particular thk.j, fhe direddy c^itkercu Lin. ax laying
a tort



OP THE PAIR SEX. 301

n fort of command upon her, and therefore thought it
incumbent on her pride to do the very thing prohibited.
1 f Florio begged of her to obferve any point of good-
b reeding, winch Camilla might through accident have

f01 got, She reproached him as a fqueanufh creature.

If he appeared particularly defirous to poliSh her in

the art of eloquence, it was imputed to a love of con-

tradiaion. And thus two people, really lovers at

bottom, tortuied one another without any felid caufe.

CHAP. LIX.

MUTUAL FORBEARANCE NECESSARY TO THE HA?«

PINESS OF THE MARRIED STATE.

CT'HE lady thus addrtfsW her Jjboufe—
-*• What a mere dungeon is this houfe !
By no means large enough ; and was it,
Tet this dull room, and that dark clofet,
Tl'-je hangings with th:'ir worn-outgraces,
I.'tng beards, long nofes, andpalefaces,
Arefuch an antiquated feene,
They overwhelm me with thefpleen.

Sir Humphrey,fhooting in th; dark,
Makes anfivtr quite befuU the mark :

No doult my dear, I bade him come,

Fngag'dny/.f/j beat hnme,
Andjhall ..\/>i.7 him at^h.- door,

Predfely when the clockfiriiesfour.
You are fo deaf, the lady cried,
(And rais'dler voice, andfrown'd befide)
l\u arefofully deaf, my dear,

Wl.itjhall I do to make you hear ?

Difini/i
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Difmifs poor Harry ! he rrpli-s,
Somepeople aremore nice than wife ;
For oncjlight tnfpcf all thisflirl
l'rhat if I did rule, whip, andjpur,
'Twos but ajmile—yourfav'rite horfe
t'-'ill never look one hair the worfe.

Well, Iprotefi \'i;pafi all bearing 1

Child! I am rather hard ofhearing—

Yes, truly—one muftfl ream andbawl;
I tellyou, you

can't hear at all.
Then with a voice exceeding low,
No matter ifyou hear or no.

Alas 1 and is domefticfirife,
Thatforefi illofhuman life,
Aplaguefo little to befear'd,
As to be wantonly incurr'd j
Togratify afretfulpajfton,
On tv'ry trivialprovocation ?

The kindefi and the happiefipair
Willfind occafion toforbear,
Andfomething ev'ry day they Five,
Topity, and, perhaps,forgive.

But if infirmities thatfall
In common to the lot ofall,
A blemj/h or afenfe impair''d,
Are crimes fo little to be fpar'd ;

Thenfarewell all that mull create
The comfort of the we.'hie If!ale :

la/Lad ofharr.io-.y , 'lisjar,
Aral inmull, and .nteftine war.

The love tic* c\-».rs I-fit's lalfifiagc,
Pro'd

'

agrarflfi.-.knefs and oil age,
Prejcodly vtrdeft.an derie.fion,
Becomes- not zveary ofattention,
Jjui lives, ra h -n that exterior grace Which
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Whit '' frfl infpjr'dlheflame decays.
'

Tisgentle, delicate, and kind,
Tofaults companionate or I '*>ul,
j Ivd willwithfympathy endure
V l oft evils it wouldgladly cure ?

I'u< atg.-;, coarft, and harfh expreffion
Shews 1/ne lo be a mereprofeffion,
Proves that the heart is none ofhis,
Orfoon expels him, if it is.

>ococ: -c--:i .- ::■::: :<»x

CHAP. LX.

ON ECONOMY.

AGHNTkEMAN,
whofe fituation gave him

frequent opportunities of viliting thofe places,
where a variety of charaaers may be daily ken, lan

guishing under all the rigour of confinement, and all

the vvrctchediiefs cf penury, took particular notice of £>
one prifoncr, whofe afpea and manner were Angularly
chamaeriftic. Me was nearly a flctlcton, and looked
the very pfaure of fadnefs and want, Yet, in all
this dillrekful extremity, nothing about him had an

appearance of mtannelk While his fellow-fufferers

kept tcafing c\cry one for money, he never did. This

difpofed the gentleman and lis companion to exert

themlebes, and make up a little fum for him. When

they begged his acceptance of it, they fignified, at the
fame time, a defire of hearing how he had been re

duced.
"

My Story," fu'd he,
" is but Short, and has no-

'\iv^ 1:1 it that is very extraordinary. I was the only
(on, and conkquentlv the :kk heir of rich and refpeft.
kk parents, who gave me a liberal education, and left

mc
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me in poffelfion of an ample fortune. I married the

daughter of a reputable citizen, who, from his mode

of life, was thought very wealthy. His family, who

knew nothing of his affairs, were accuftomed to live in

the greateft Splendor. My wife had a thoufand ami

able qualities. There are few genteel accomplifhments
in which fhe did not excel. Her fweetnefs of temper
endeared her to all who knew her. Her vivacity never
forfook her, and was always pleafing. No heart was

ever more tender, more generous, or more uniformly
alive to all the delicacies of conjugal affeaion, than
hers. Yet, what with the extreme fenfibility of her

nature, the fuperfluity in which She was bred, and her

peculiar fondnefs for every fpecies of faShionable gaiety
and diffipation, her habit of fquandering was uncon

querable and unbounded. She always had what mo

ney She wanted, and fpent it as She pleafed ; for my

heart never permitted me to lay her under the leaft

reftraint. Her extravagance, however romantic and

diftrefling, arofe from principles originally good, but
ill direaed. Nor could I retrench her expence, with

out occasioning fuch a Shock, as might have injured
her health. The moment I was envolved, I Stretched

every point to keep it from her knowledge. I had

ftill great expeaation from her father, in whofe hands

the whole refidue of my property was now lodged. My
fituation foon became too critical to be much longer
concealed. But, in one fatal day, he failed, and I

was at once arretted, and ftript of every thing. My

poor wife never left me, and never recovered the illnefs

occafioned by our misfortune. Often did thefe walls,

and thefe wretches, witnefs her lamentations. At laft

She grew quite frantic, and expired in my arms, mut

tering, with her laft breath, curfes on a condua that

had ruined me."

Economy is one of the beft, and moft neceffary lef-

fons that females can learn. With a little feafonable

care
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rare and attention, what a world of mlk-tnie and

mifery mi^ i »t often be avoided! Ike- the gickinefb, fo

frc'|ucntly and haft ily cenfured in the fex, is rut a n?.-

tui '1, but adventitious qua'Jty.
I low amiable and valuable a partner for life muft that

lidy I) '■, who knows how to hit the happy medium be

tween in -nine fa and oikntation, plenty an J fuperfluity,
t h'eacy and refinement, liberality and excefs ! This

beautiful and well-coiTeae- 1 temper of mind is her

beft ornament at heme or abroad. It alfeas her

whole arrangement, and regulates the minuteft of her

aaion*. She is not tawdiy within, nor the ape of

f >lly and finery when fhe goes out. The c'ikektion

of her furniture, whether fi^-erb or ordinary, it happy
and commodious. She fiffers nothing to be laid or

continue out of it -. place Her condua is the rcfult

of thought, not of levity. Sin- does nothing at ran

dom. Her very pkcifures are fekdf.. i! with tafte, and

indulged on principle ; and all her words are few, and

veil ortcret.

One leading feature of reafonable bcin^ '.-, a fenfe

nf order; and thin is a qualitv which peculiarly mirks jj
the female temper. Women !hew, by their v.ry make

and manner.-, k.w much mine finely their mi ids are

faihkued, and their kelings lurued, than ours.

"

lleav'n, when it firivet to polifh all it a >\

"

Its I.Jl befi work, but forms a foffer ..."

Our paffions are by no means fo delicate, our fenfi-
bflftks fo exqi.illtc, our ideas of beauty and defi n.n'tv,
vi reality ..nd riaioii, of right and wrong, fo lively
and acute as theirr, Nhure feems to have en- lowed
the inwitha general predilection for proportion in forms,
dck-.iey in colour,, harmony in found, and J.gaiiee
11 motiei.i.

^

Thei' dilcernment of whatever pleafes or
fiifgu.k their eye , or ears, or feelings, is diercforerfie-
Ciuiarly keen and lcnfihlc.

X It
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It is beca.uk propn- ufe has not bcea mad: of this

great mafler-fprirg in the fcn.ale mate, to influence
ttieir judgments, that vorr.cn arc univcrfally fcnel of

v mtevcr is flafliy or glaring, much moie afkckd by
our dn.fi; ant manners than we are by theirs, and per

petually the de;ies of flattery and detraction ; that the

n.ixims of fakioii, however temporary and prepof-
tcYor*s, are ackpt.cd by moft of them unifiinky and

implicitly : that their purfuits in general are trivial,

vifionary and capricious ; that their homage to the

mereft Shadows is every where ferious and profound ;

and thnt apes, fcps, and fycophaiits, with the* \.hole

t.ibe of ccxeoir.bs, have more of their good graces,

p.thrps poikfs more of their heaits, and always moic

cf thek c-c-irpany, than men of lkrte and virtue.

C II A P. LXI.

Mrs. Piozzi's advice to a new-married maw

T RECEIVED th : news of your marriage with fn-

_E_ finite delight, and hope that the fincerity, with
which I with you happkek, may excufe the liberty I

take in giving yen a tew rules, whereby mere certainly
to obtain it. I fee you fnrile at rr.yr wrong-headed
kkkick, and, refkaing on the charms of your bride,

cry out in a rapture, th.t you are happy enough v. ith-

out my rules. I know you are. But after one cf the

forty vears, which I hope you will pafs pleafingly toge

ther, are over, this letter may come in turn, and rules

for felicity may not be found unneceffary, however feme
of them may appear impracticable.

Could
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C.ml'1 tint kind of love be kept rite th-OUgt t!w

mirrijge ilue, which mikes th.' chirm of a ingle e> ic,

the fevereign gool ,vo il 1 n > k ger be fougn' for ; i i

th • union of two f tithf il lovers it wo.;1 J be found : bat

reafon Shews us tint thii is impekfkk, and exp -rieiiee

i.i't.-ms in that it never was fo ; we nuill ji'efe.ve it

as l-nj, a.rl f g
t it ?.: happi'y as we ci i.

W'li.-n your pr.. fc.it riekncc
of ;ako:i fikfideT, kw-

ever,
- 1 a me.r. cod a.id Ira.iqkl ulfeaki take3 its

plic-. k; uotk'.ly to cenfure yo.uk If as k.differcnt, or

to lament yaaefelf a nib vpy ; y-.»u kin bit that oi

ly which it \vn imp ik'de te> retain, aid it were gra-e-

lk; anil :'r.- pkafi.esof a profpernu fu.nmer to rc-

j;.e» the 1 loffnn; of a traniient fpriig. Nrither ui-

warily condemn y v.ir bkk'$ inlipi h'ty till yon have m ■

colki ted th it no object however funli.r.e, no founk

however churning, can continue to ttaufport us v. it.i

d light when they nn lo ;g :r llrike in with n ivelty.
t ne lkill i > iviii<ratr the pnveis of pL u'l.ig are i.ii 1

i idcc.l to he poffcirk. hy fnme vvomc.i in a.i eminent

deguv; !) it tlu artifices of maturity are feltom feen

to adorn the innocence of yo 'th : yjuhave made your
ihri-c, an 1 ought to ppprove it.

Si.kty fei!lowi q-.iiehk upDi 'he heels of p.->r T. >n ;

and t.i be happ , weriift t.wiys ha>;e fev.ethkg i.i

slew. Tic oeefon of your, l.viy ri nlre.iiy kl yonr

own, ar.d will not gr>>\\ mo.e pleafing in yonr eves I

doubt, tknegh itr iclt of <our fex will think her kuit-

ljmer for thefe dozen of years. Turn tk retire all

yonr attention to her nkl, which wtl dillv grow-

brighter by poliihkg. Study fome eafy fcience toge
ther, and acquire a fimilirity of tales wlilk \\>a en

joy a community of pk .mires. You will by this means
luve miny images in co.'iirnn, and be freed from the

neceffity of feparati.ig to find zm ufemerit. Notlfim'
i fo di ige-ois to wed. led love a- the poffkktv of el-

rliw bri.ig h V?}' ^••'- «f the con g my of the' other;
cekavjitr
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endeavour therefore to cement the prefent intimacy on

every fide ; let yoi.r wife never be kept ignorant of

your incrjme, ycur expence:,, your friendships, ora\cr-
fions ; let her know your very faults, but make them

amiable by your virtues ; confider all concealment as

a breach <.f fidelity ; let her nevfr have any thing to

find out in your chin acter ; and remember, that from

the moment one cf the partners turns fpy upon the

other, they Inc.. ccn.ircnced a ftate of hoftiky.
Seek not for krgrkek in Angularity ; and ehead a

ikt-c.e,,ut of vrildorn as a deviation into folly. Lken

not to thofe fages who advife you always to fcorn the

counftl of a woi..;:n, and if you comply with her re-

(v. lefts pronounce you to be wife-ridden. Think not

any privation, except of pcfitive evil, an excellence,
and do not congratulate yourfelf that your wife is not

ii termed lady, that fine never, touches a card, or is

wh.ity ignorant how to make a pudding. Cards,

ccckery, and learning, are all good in their places, and

may all be ufed with advantage.
V ith reg?.rd to expence, I can only obferve, that

the money find out in the purchafe of diftinaion ia

feldom or ever profitably employed. We live in an

tige when fplendid furniture and glittering equipage a>e

giown too common to catch the notice of the ne.i.f >'t

ipeaator ; mid for the gi cater ones, they only rcgr.rd
cur wafteful folly with (Iknt contempt, or open indig
nation.—Thij may perhaps be a difpleufing reiiedtion,

but the toikwkg confideration ought to make nn.ink.

The age wre live in pavs, I think, peculiar attention

to the higher diftinctions of v» it, knowledge, and vir

tue, to wliich we may more fafely, more cheaply, and

more honoriibly afpire. Tlic gitidy flirt of quality
frets at the refped fhe fee.4 paid to Lady 1'klgecumk ,

and the gay dunce iits jri-kig for a part:;.., while

louts the oi.e.itkut kadi up Uic h„^.

I fdid



OF THE FAIR SI X. 3C9

I fail that the p.rfon of your lady vei rid not g-ow

more pic itig to you, but pray
let kr never fnlpeft

that it grow* lefs fo : thrt a woman v.111 pr.don an

affront to her undc kuidkg much fooner than one to

her oerfon is well known ; nor will any cf u, contr: -

ek t the afkrtion. AW our attainment ;, all our art ;, ar-

imployed to gain and keep lii- heart of man : at

» -hat nv>rtificatk;i can < \ce\d the difapp'k tir.ent, if

the end be n •! obtained? There is no reproof however

pointed, no pm.ilhr.ient liowever fevue, that a woman
of fpirit will not prefer to ncerka ; r.n.i if fhe can en

dure it wiVmt coinpkk.it, it only proves that 'ho.

means to make hcrfclfamc.it? by the attention of ethers
for the flight* of her link i id. lor this, and for every
reafon, il behoves \ married man not to let his polite
nefs fiil, the ugh his ardour nay abate, k.t to rtti.in

at 1-all that gtner..l civility tow.u.I* his own lady which

he is fo willing to my to every other, and not lT.ev. a

wife ol eighteen m twenty years ol.l, that r.cry mm

u; c en pa iy can treat h.r with more ccmplaifa: ie .en
he. \\h i k often vowed to her eternal fondnefs.

I' is mt my opinion tiiata young woman Should be
i id ilgcd in c>cry wild with of her gay heart or gikl/
head ; kit cctrkfichon may be foftened by dumeMk
kin hick, and quiet pie i fines fikktuted in the place of
no iy ores. Pukk amufements are not indeed fo ex-

p
• .live ai is fometimes imagined, but they tend to

ehenite the ink Is k married ; cook from each Otkr.
A well chofen keiety of futn.ls and r.cquaintance,
:;. u eniiiu-ut for virtue and good fenfe than f ..- gaiety
.•uk. fpleiukur, where the onverktk.i of the dry u- ay-
afford conuncu for the evening, krms the moft i.rri-
i nal pkafu-e this g'catte.v a can afford ; and to this,
a game ..t cards now an.' then gives nn additk al rekh.
That v our own fisperio.it y ihui.kl alwave, he fee

but never ft It, feems ar. e •: dent ncral 1 uk. A wife
Cuiuld oatlliciehtr k..c.i .d in nc.ikg, not e\ : n i •

r
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drefs.—If She happens to krve a telle for t'r* trilling
distinction that finery can confer, kfkr her not for a

moment to fancy, when fhe pppenrs
in publk, that Sir

Edward or the Colonel are finer gentlemen than her

huSband. The bane of married kippinefs among the

city men in general has been, that finding theinklves

unfit for polite- hie, they trantkrred their vanity to

their ladLs, dreffed them up gaily, and fent them out

a gallanting, wluk the good man wis to regale with

port wine or rum punch, perhaps among mean compa

nions, after the comptingdioufe was Shut : this piac-

lice produced the ridicule tin own on them in all our

remedies and novels fince commerce began to profper.
£ it now that I am fo near the fubjea, a word or two

on jenkufy ir.-.y not be amifs ; for though not a failing
of the prefent age's growth, yet the feeds of it are u o

certainly fown in every warm bofom for us to negleft it
•m a fault of no confequence. If you are ever tempted
to be ieakus, wvtch your wife namvly—but never

teafe her; tell her your jev.loufy, but conceal your

fufpickn ; let her, in fhort, be fatii.hed that it is only

your odd temper, and even trouble fome attachment,

th.it makes you follow her ; but let her not dream that

you ever doubted ferfoufly of her virtue even for a mo

ment. If fhe is difpofed towards jcr.loufy of you, let

ire befeech you to be always explicit with her and ne

ver my fterious : be above delighting in 1 cr pain of all

things—nor do your bufinefs nor pay ye;iir vifits w.tli

an air of ccncetk.cnt, when all you are doing mkht

as well be proclaimed per! .aps in the parifh veflry. Cut

I hope better than thfscf your tenderr.efs and of your

virtue, and wit re leak you Stem a kaure you have fo

little need of, unlets your extreme youth and my un

common regard w ill excufe it. And now farewell ;

make my kindeft compliments to your wife, and Le

hr.urw in prop e. u'on as kippinefs is wifiied you by,
Dear Sir, See.

CHAP.



of the fair sex. 311

CHAP. LXII.

Garrick's advice to married ladies.

I.

'V7/T fair married dames, who fo often deplore,
"*■ Thai a lover once bhjl is a lover no more ;

J'.ewi to my counftl, nor blufib to be tauht,
That prudence mujl cherijh what beauty has caught.

II.

7
'

/•/■ om of your eheil, and the glance rf your eye,
?" './■ rtf .- and la'.es may male the men fi^h ;
llr roft>, and /die--, a;n! fighs pafs away,
.■hid pajfiun will die as your beauties d.eay.

III.

lTi the man that you wd like your fav' rite guitar,
'*

T li mafic in both, they are both apt to jar ;
11 u> tuneful anJ foft fro.a a dd'.ea'e tH;:eh,
Not handled too roughly, nor pl.y'd on too much 1

IV.

The frarrow and I'.-inet will fed from your hand,
Crow tarn- by your kin'rfr, an :I come at command:
Exert with your hufband tl . fame happy ■

...,

/ ir hearts, like your birds, h>a\ L- lam'd to vow will.

V.

"

Be gay at: * <rood-humour\l, ccrp'ying and 1'iie,
Turn the

chff of your care frani your face lo ycur mind j
'"/:..- thus that, 1 wife miy her conju,/'.- improve,
AndhyiaetiJuJl r:\:l the J.!. us fLi\:

CHAP.
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C II A P. LXIII.

ON WIDOWHOOD.

THE hiftory of a1! artiqkty gives the ftrongeft
reafons to fufpea, that widow's were often the

prey of the kwlefs ■tyrant, who fpoiled them wth im

punity, becaufe they had none to help them. In

many places of fcripture, we frequently find the ftate

of the widow and the fatherlefs depiaed as of kl others

the moft forlorn and miferable ; and men of honour and

probity, in enumerating their own good aaions, plac
ing a principal fhare of them in not having fpoiled the

widow and the fatherlefs. " If I have lift up my hand
"

againft the fatherlefs," Lys Job,
"
or have caufed

" the eyes of the widow to fail, then let mine arm fall
" from my fkouldr, and be boVen from the bone."

In the book of Exodus it is declared as a law,
" that

"

ye fhall not aiflia the widow/, or the fatherlefs child.
" If thouafflia (hem in age ways, and they cry unto

"
me, I will furely hear their cry ; and my wrath

" fhall wax hot, and I will ••.:!! you with the fword,
" and your wives Shall be wiekws, and your children

« fatherlefs."

In the ekhth century, one of the canon laws civta-

ed, that none Shall pre fume to rkturb widows, orphans,
and w.ak peopk ; and no fentence could be executed

p-akft a widow, without adrikig the bifhop of the

diocefe of it. Thefe eircumffa .c '8 create a Strong
fuk'cion, that w.kkws were often oporeffed ; other-

wife, why fo many laws fo. thek particular pioteaion ?

Among many of the anck.its, widows were, by

cuftom, rcrk.rted fiom having a fecond hufbrmd. Al

moft overall the Frit, and among many tribes of the

Tartars, they l-i:ved th..t w'ves were not only de

cked to kr.e Luck hufo.i-.us in duls world, but in the

next
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irvt alfo ; and as every wife there was to be the fole

property of her firft huSband, She could never obtain

n fecond, becaufe he conld only fecure to himfelf her

fervice in this Inc.

When the Greeks became fenfible of the benefits

an'ling !',».m the regulations of Cecrops concerning

rnnriinony, they conceived fo high an idea of them,

that they affixed a ih gee of infamy on the woman

who married a fieond innhand, even after the de.iUi of

the full ; and it was more than two centuries after the

time of Ceerops before any woman dared to make the

at.cmpt. Their hilt" :y k-.s tranfmittcd to pofterity,
with fome d-gree of kihmy, the name of her who firft

ventuvd on a fecond marriage. Gorgopho ;.: ,
the

daughter of Pcrfeusand Andreimcda, begin the prac

tice ; a p.i.tice which, though foon after followed by
others, could not, even by the multitude of its vota

ries, be fereened from the public odinm. During a

great part of the heroic ae.. s, widows, who married

again, were confidered as having offended agrinfl pub
ic decency. To this cuflom Virgil plainly alludes,
when he delcrihes the conflict in the bread of Dido, be
tween her kve for yllm :,% and fear of wounding her ho-
n nr by a fecond marriage. Nay, fo Scrupulous were

the ^k „ , about fecond marriages, that in fome cir-

c'.unflaiices even men were with difficulty allowed to

enter into the ni. Ck.ionielas excluded a'll thofe from

the public councils of the Ska', who had children,
aul married a fecond wife. " It is impoffible," faid he,
"that a man tan ad.ik well for his country, who
" doe. not cenifult the good of his own ikkk. He,
"

w bote firft marriage kis kvu happy, ought to reft
"

fatislicd with that happinefs ; if unhepp* . he muft be
"

it .
* his fenfe i torifqi.e being fo ag .in."

ih • Reitniiin borrow., d tin's cuftom of the Greeks,
an! ron.'id red it not only as a kind of breach of the
ni.uinnorm.l vow in the woman, but alio as affcaing

the
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the man nearly in the fame manner, that her infidelity
would have afikaed him while he was living.

" The
" foul of a deeeafed huSkmd," fays JrSlinian,

" is
" diftui bed when b.is wife merrier, a fecond."

In Cuinana, when a hufband dies, it is frit they
make the widow fwer.r, that She w ill prefervc and keep
by her Ik head during her life. This is intended as a

monitor, to tell her that fne is never to enter again
into the married ftate.

Among the ancient Jews and Christians of the pri
mitive ages, there were certain orders of men, who

were not allowed to join themfelves in marriage with

widows. " A prieft," fays Mofes,
" Shall not take to

" vrife a widow, or a divorced w"oman, or prophane,
"
or an harlot ; but he kail take a virgin of his own

"

people to wife."

Pope Syricus, copying the example fet by Moft"",
ordained that if a biihop married a widow, he fnould

be degraded. In the year 400, we find it decreed in

the Cyprian council, that if a reader married a v.: flow,

he Should never be preferred in the church ; and that

if a fubdeacon did the fame, be Should be degraded to
a door-keeper or reader.
In the Doomkky book, wc find the king exaete J

onlv a fine of ten killings for liberty to marry a

maiden ; but it coft twenty to obtain liberty of mar

rying a widow.

Several legislators have fixed a certain time, within

which widows Should not be allowed to marry. Among
the Romans this was ten months. Among other na

tions it varied according to the regard they thought

due to a decent d hufband ; ir.d the expreffion of that

regard which ought to be Shown by his wte.

In the eleventh century the church decreed, that a

widow Should not mam- within the fpace of one yer.r

after her releafe from the bonds of matrimony. The

laws of Geiiev.. fejeUn thL period lo half a yc:u. L' .*

as
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at there are few cnun-*k ~, in whkh th? matter f;

tiken up by the legislature, it is more commonly regu

lated by cuftom thin by law.

About a century ago, widows in Scotland, r.nd in

f.pain, were the diefs of mourners till death, or a

Second huSband, pn' an end to the ceremony. In

Spain the widow paffed the firft year of her mourning
in a chamber hung with black, into which day-light
was never fuffered to cuter. She then changed her

dark and difmal fcene for a chamber hung with grey,
into whkh She feme-times admitted an intrufive fun-

be mi to p netiate. 1 i neither of thefe apartments did

cuftom aiiow her b ohing pkfts, nor plate, nor any

thing but the moll plain ami niccfkry fin nit nr. Nor

was She to have any jewels on her perfon, nor to wea."

any colour but black.

We are fo much accuftortled k Europe to fee mourn

ers dreffed in black, that we have affixed a melancholy
idea to that colour. Itack is not, however, univer-

fiilly app; updated to this purpofi-. Tl i- drefs of Chi-
ncle mourners is white; that of the Turks blue; of
the- Peruvians a moiik-ce>kiir ; of the Egyptians yel-
I iw, and in fome of their provinces gree i. P.irple is
■t prefent made i.fe of as the mournin - drefs of kiii"-s
....

e* O

ailel ear ll.mls.

Some tribes of American fawges allot a w idow the

J
dious fpace of four ye.im to chattily and to mourning.
To this tn milling and continency are added particular
aufteriiit... Every evening and morning, during the
lirft year, a widow is obliged to lament her lofs in loud
and kg::S: k:: ; llrains.

_

lint, if her hufband was a war-

ch.t, fee i. tiien, during the firft mcon, to fit the
whole day under his war-pule, and there inceffi nty to

bewail her kft In J, wiiluat any kelter from the lieat,
the e.kl, or whatever weather lhall happen.
This war-pole is a tree Stuck in the ground, with the

top and braueiies cut off. It is painted red, and all the;

weapons
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weapons and trophies of war, witch belonged to the

deceakd, are hung on it, and remain there till they rot.

In feveral parts of Africa, a country of tyranny and

defpotifm, women are not only doomed to be the Slaves

of their huSbands in this world, but, according to their

opinion, in the next alf>. The huSband is no fooner

dead, than bis wtves, concubines, Servants, and even

fometimes horfes, muft be ftrangkd, in order to render
him the fame fervices in a future life which they did

in this.

At the Cape of Good Hope, in order that wi t ■

s

may not impofe themfelves on the men for virgins, they
are obliged by law to cut oft a joint from the finger for

every hufband that dies. This joint they pielent to

their new hufband on the day of their marriage.
The Hindoos do not bur)' their dead after the man

ner of many other nations, but burn their bodies upon

a large pile of wcod ereaed for the purpofe. Upon
this pile the moft beloved wife, and in fome place;, it

is faid, all the wives of great men are obliged to devote

themfelves to the flames which confume the body of

their hufbands.

In the hiftory of the Bucaniers of America, it is

faid, that a widow in the Carribee IHands is obliged

every day, for the fpace of one year, to earn viauals

to the grave of
her dece; fed hi.fband ; and the year

being expired, She muft dig up his bones, wafli and

dry them in die fun, put them in a fatchel, carry them

on her back all day, and Sleep upon them all night, for

the fpace of another year. Cruel cuftom ! if it really

exifts. But the anonymous author of the hiftory

abounds fo much in the marvellous, that he cleferves

but little credit.

Herodotus informs us, that among the ancient Cre-

tonians, a people of Thrace, widows, a fii Sled by all

their relations, made intcreft who fhoidd be preferred
to
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to the honour of being killed on the grave of the dc-

ceakd hufbai. '..

In China, if widows have had children, they become

abkktc miftrclfts of themfelves ,
and their relation*

have no p * cr to compel them to become widows, nor

t > fite them to amthcr hufband. It i3 not, however,

reputable for a widow, who has children, to enter into

a fii-ond marriage, without great neceffity, efpeciat
if She is a woman of diiliuaio i. In this cak, although
liie has been a wife only n few hours, or barely con

tracted, She frequently thinks herfelf obliged to paf:
the reft of lur days in widowhood—and thereby to

Ullify to the wctd the efteem and veneration fhe had

for her huSband or lover.

In the middle Stations of hi, the relations of fome

d ecafed hufband , eager to r. in.hub the family in

the fum which the wife originally coft it, oblige her

te> marry, or rather fell her to another huSband, -if She

bus no male iffue. Sometimes, ktccd, it happens that
the future huSband has concluded the bargain, and paid
the n o'ley fi>r her, before ilie is acepiakted with the

tranfaetio a. By the lews of China, a widow cannot

be fold to another huSband, till the time of her mourn

ing for the firft expires. So delirom, however, are

the friends efften to difpofe of her, that thev pay no

regard to this law ; but, on a complaint being made
to a mandari.i, he is obliged to do her juftice. As She

w commo.ily unwilling to be bartered for in this man

na , without her content or knowledge, as foon as the

bargain it Struck, a covered chair, with a considerable
number of lufty fellows is brought to her houfe. Be

ing fenx-kb put into this chat, (he is conveyed to the
houfe of her new hufband, who takes care to fecrre
her.

In Europe, a widow in tolerable circumftances is
more miftrefs of herfelf than any other woman . being
free fivm that guardianfliip and emitroul to which the

Y fex
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fex are fubjea while virgins, and while wives. Tn no

p rt cf Europe is this more excirg Iked than at Parma,
a id fome other places of Italy ; where a widow is the

only female who is ?t liberty either to choofe a huSband,
or afk.me the government of any of her ; etkns.

Should a virgin pretend to choofe for herfelf, it would

be reckoned the moft profligate licentioufnefs. bkuld

She govern her aaions or opinions, lie would be omfi-

dertd as the moft pert, and perhaps the moft ab?ndon-

ed, of her kx.

Politenefs and Irnmrnity liave joined their efforts in

Europe to render the condition of widows comfort

able. The government of England has provided a

fund for the widow's of officers. The clergy of Scot-

1 '.rd have vckntarily raifed a ftock to fupport the wi

dows of their order. Many incorporated trades have

iklkwec! thefe laudable examples. This cafe is not

confined to Britain. It extends to France, Germany,
and other countries, where it exifts in forms too various

to be^delineated.
The ancient laws of a great part of Europe ordained,

that a widow Should lofe her dower, if fhe married

agrin, or fukered her chaftity to be corrupted. The

laws of Pruflia retain this ordinance to the prefent
time. They litcwife ordain that a wielow fhall not

marry again, within nine months after the death of

her hufband.

Tlic Prufikns have another regulation concerning

widows, highly defcriptive of the humanity and wifdom

of their leriflature. When a widower and widow in

tend to marry, one or both of which having children,

as it too frequently happens that fuch children are

cither defpifed or neglected, in confequence of the

new ccnueaions formed, and perhaps of the new off-

fpring raifed up, the laws
of Pruflia provide for their

education and fortune, according to the rank and cir

cumftances of the parents ; and will not fuffer cither

man
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mnn nr woman to enter into a feen. n 1 marr ge, with

out picviwiiily Ktlli.ig with trie children of the lut.

c 11 a p. k ;iv.

THE WISH.

A \T.d T !i tie Iox on the fide of a hill,
At the toll',:n of w Ach runs a murmuring rid ;

The fidjinul
'

1 1'-. heair'.y, ani temp 'rah the air,

And, to a Id to mypr Jf/. J , I'dha-ue a parterre.

Th- fw et rof: of Si ron my walks fhouldadorn,

"J '■'! under my window I'll fane7 a Lwn,
'll 'here delic itejhrubsjh sail he pla-11 -,/ with tafie,
A:\dnone ofmyground It fi en runn'ag to w.ale.

Irfeadqf I. .1 ','. >ns, lie linnet and thrufih
JVoall with harmovy grert mefrom ev •/•;• bufh ?

Thofegay fealher'd fangfiers do rrp.'urt .'</>■ re !
I: 'ha mjicfoff as the heavenly ehjir I

Mt furniture e!ega:it,fimple. ;r:.lp '■:'■•,
hot any thing gaudy, e.<pt. ';•.■, or vain ;
Mi (run is /could repofem Jpidow ofdown,
A >r evenfrom mejhiAithey meet with afrewn.

A lu Iy, replete w th good authors I'dchoje,
Th.i:, ifferioutorgay, might injlrua or amufe ;
Ninr.i'fi;hi,.i'dnj:vl, irgdld r.vn.iire, [France.
Should ilierc fiid a p'aee, th-tgh it traotl'd frc:a

FJy
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±-fy ifle I'd cover w?h old Jl-igUfc cheer,
No kick/haws, or luxury,fio-;l I befa » here :

2 would'treat ycu withport, a>;>l afrvice offruit :
But modern extravagance ne'erJhould take root.

If, to crown my felicity, fortune would lend

Aftnfiblc,fpr:ghtly, ccmp-rJhoiuiL friend,
Onefreefromfufpicion l—fifurl could befiar»d.
HefoonJhould be mafitr of thisfairy ground.

^C>i>CiiO<>0'C<:'00<XX>::>COO<

CHAP. LXV.

ASINGULAR EPISTLE:

taken from a genuine copy.

Madam,

I
A Ivi a little afraid you and I fhnll never come to-

gether. There is that expeaation of flattery
about you, which I cannot bear. Yet as I love you well

enough to be honeil—a bold word that— I will once

for all fpeak my mind, and I defire your attention.

I believe I do not admire nor value you for any of

thofe charms, for which you admire and value yourfelf.
I do not, for inftance, pay any adoration to the prefent

brightnefs of your eyes, becaufe I am fo Strange a fel

low as to confider them philofophically. They are

very brilliant, to be fure r but what are they ? What

are thev, madam, ab origine ? Fops, Fools, ark IV- ts,

would, in their ufual airy manner, tell you, thut they
were made of celeftial fire, that they were two ani

mated balls of beautv, two love-darting mirrors, formed

by
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by tk Gracee, and a pack of fuch fluff. But I feoni

to lignre away at the expence of fair truth. I write

in honcft profe, madam; and therefore in fooneft profe
1 o 11 you,

that thofe fame balk of ethereal beauty,

thofe fame love-darting mirrors, are at beft two pieces
of ordinary clay varnilhed. The varnifh, I allow, is

good, and well put on. But what of ail this? I am

nut k Ihort-lighted, but I can look forward a little,

bevotid the length of my nofe, to the time when the

glofn will all be worn a.vay, when the Japan of nature

v. ill be utterly gone, cmd not a (park n ike will yon

hive about you. If you Ike kng enough, you will be

nurblind, ant then what becomes of yoai kve-dartei3 ?

Dmi'l be quite lb vain, my young bedi.ty.
Anuttier mighty mutter upon which you have, it

fecniB, to piipie \ourkh, is \oa face. I mean fuch

things as we call cheeks, lip*, and complexion. I vriih

it to be known to you, that 1 have but a very poor opi
nion of thefe divine graces, a» yon call them.

S >me time ago, 1 remember you Shewed me, in a

great air of triumph, a piper icr.iw!ed upon by fome

florid puppy of your acquaintance, who fwore, in very
fon y vcrf< ;*> tint your ckks threw into utter defpair
all the rufes and lilies in the creation. Your fkin toe>

was, it I rccolLrt, polished marble. The veins were

compared te. the a/uie of tUe tliird he.i.cn, and die

colour was whiter than alalia 'kr.

'Pis a lie, Pri/lid.i, tis a ftul lie. Yon ;>rc .letted

to p>>etical *i ft '-)ii for all ibis ,ra h. Tli< oiruei who

;■ d-u in it hav -, as to :y t h usva 1 ce-ice from tkit Ji.lv
feiio.v Ajollo o> pky Such prinks with idle rirls. n.l

boy- "ho bilkve th- n. For my part I ...ver could be ta
ken :>i try th. ta f ot a rhym>, nor the caJe ;_•* <- fa cou

plet, inn the ii' 'pr.ik >n often f.uieyfyk:..ies, fi ee I
w.is born. I aov.u -w K'...-.; i upon them :u uv.c ear-traps.
Vv.n. '

c .lkri . . of falfiriei is ncie, iiid.il I :e-

%xj few a pair ot' elite is m
my fife that were fa ier

* - tkeaj
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than a lily^ijjnor a pair of lips that were redder than a

rcfe. As tofc alabafkr, I veil take noon me to fay,
there nevei,vwas a woman's fkin half fo white in the

whole world^ and I Should be very glad to fee a com

plexion fo well polifhed as a piece of Egyptian marble.

No, no ; thefe flights will not pais upon men of

cool profe. They will not, indeed, Prifcilla. Meta

phor, metaphor, my dear, is " mere bam. It tickles

the child's ear ; but I heartily defpife it.

Not but that I give to a fine form its proper portion
of praife. I am perfeaiy fenfible to handfome features.

I like to fee the proper proportions of red and white,
I iim very well pleafed with a fparkling pair of eyes,
but I have no idea of calling any of thefe what they
really are not, nor of comparing them with objeas to

which they have no likenefs whatever. For initance

now, your bofom is faid to be purer than the driven

fe"w. If that is not canying the jefl as far as it will

fairly go, I don't know what is.—Why, madam, if

a Snow-ball and your bofom were Shewn together, and

any tiling k the world but a poet to be the judge, he

would ky that you were a fwarthy g'pfey in the com-

parboii.
km how you ladies can be pleafed with all this

high-firing is to me aftoniShing.—If a man was to

ermpare me to a Stick or a Stone, or a trc«-, or a plant,
that I was no mere like than I am like the main ocean,

(hoi .Id I peik up my head, and look about me the more

fortkt?

A« to features, Skin, -complexion, Sec. they are fo

trek thines of to-day, tlmt if I was a woman I Should

be afraid to put any truft in them. They have more

enemies tleat the ever-pe; fecuted have. I coidd recount

fuch a catalogue as would make

w Tour hair tofiend on end,
" Like quills upon thefretfulporcupine.

"

Go
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A . :*-
Go into your garden, km your att^fltjon on the

faked flower. Tak* care that it is in tlf^|^.riancc
of iu bh om. i.) d vou ever behold tints mart exqui
fite, fi-ojlop ; more ex:i. k colours better mix«p, or beau-

t ies better varied ? Now leave it. Pay it a fecond vifit

to-morrow morning. What are you fu/prifed at ?

Tnat a flower fhould fade 1 A flight blaft of wind in

tlic night huth wholly dcflioyed it. The tints are

di-'d. Tlie coku'-s are faded. The beauty is no more.

St< > now to your toilette. Imbed, Prifcilla, you are

very pretty. Whrt a face, what an air, what a Shape !

In the e'.ekng, one oF the thoufand enemies of hand-

fome features ov. 1 tabes you, and your fecond vifit to

the mirror Shews—an ;gly woman.

I IkIiVv you hare knfe eueingh, Prifcilla, to fee

whereto ail this tends:— It tends, Prifcilla, to your
inifruaion. I would not have you fix too violent a
eh mi'

'
mce on features.

Nor d , I, Pnf.il
'

1, eftimate you according to your
w -.i!th. Lent.n'n it is, that your father left y u rich.

li it 1 with you were not S'o fafeinated with thefe pof-
fi limns. I heard you talk in fuch raptures of a new

coach, and new diamonds, that I am much afraid you
are far go-^e in the fripperies of life.
A flight i.-ver would foon fhew you the impotency

of gold, and it would diveft you cf ail the trappings, in
whi. li you have wantonly dreffed the fincit Set horfes
in the unite: te.

lkery thing I have mentioned is held on a fad te-

mnv, evm the tenure of a regular prlfe.
1 think iheiv it, under all your falfe ideas, a good

hear.. 'Tis th.'-., PrfeUla, which draw:, me towards

you. I tb-'mi I could Mm'Sh the frailties thut cling at
pa-lent about you affections. If you can bear me

alter this k-irr, 1 Shall have a better opimkn of yoa
than ever. If you arc offended, and take pet at it,

I kail
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I Shall lofe you it is true ; but then I fhall know by ex-

perienc^thSt your love was not worth feeking.
I knoWf** Should live veiy hippy together, if you

would bm .comply with my t rime. Tbey are neither

difficult nor various. Firft, break your looking-glafs..
Scroikdy, turn all your poets out of doors. Thirdly,.
throw their verfes into the fire : and laftly, make a

folemn vow never more to put your truft in metaphors
and companions, two curfed things j which have done

mors injury to young women than libertinifm itfelf.

What lay you ? Will you agree to thefe conditions,
and take to your bofom, without either lace on his;

coat, poetiy in his head, or puppyifm at his heart,
Your old friend, and

humble fervant,
PETER P .

.•'*.. •.■■■-•■ •,. ••,■■
'

.
•

V ■.,
•

v •••'%■'WV '.'V''.

CHAP. LXVI.

THE SPECIOUS LOVER.

LADY
Bladen was left by the late Sir William in

a very affluent fituation, with only two daughters,
coheireffes to their father's large t Slates ; who, in con

fequence of their poffeffions, and their profpeas, es their
mother had difeouragtd all overtures, towards a fecond

mairiage, had many* admirers, and received manv ad-

dreffes. Several men made propokls whe bed fair pre
tentions ; and ethers who had no p ttc.ifioi.s at nil,
from the feantkek of their fortunes, i-ndeavc re', by
their felieitudes and attentions, to make an linpiefkn
upon then hearts i naturally fuppofing, that by gain

ing
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ing their affeaions, they might preclude a very minute

n.cpti . into thrir rent -rolls.

Mi't Bhukn, the eldeft, was a very fine figure ; fhe

had a pair of Sparkling eyes, and an animated com

plexion. Emilia, the younger filter, was a lei ; regnl r,

but, perhaps, a more pkalkg beauty upon the wb.ole,
as there was a very affceting expreffion of fenfibility
in her countenance; which was indeed, a very exact

piture of her mind, a mind amiable in the highefl de

gree.
A3 the fortunes of thefe two fillers were equal, they

had an equal number of men in their train, defirous of

being united to them ; but not one of Emilia's followers

had the good luck to make himfelf agreeable to her:

fhe, on the other hand, became a very zealous advocate

for a Mr. S.-lwyn, who wa; paflianately attached to her
filler. Selwyn was every way deferring of the intercft
which Emilia took in his affairs ; but while /he expreffed
herfelf warmly in his Savour, Maria treated him with a

levity which gave him an infinite deal of difquiet.
When fhe fell encouraged him, indeed, fine really pre
ferred him to the relt of her followers ? yet She was

fond ot flirting with every other man who came in her

way, and at length became fo particular to a Mr. John-
fon, with whom She commenced an acquaintance at

Southampton, that Selvvyn grew ferioufly alarmed ;

;md as a man who is in a reftkfs, agitated State, is fel

dom fo e.geeablc, or capable of rendering himfelf fo,

as he whofe burnt is perfeaiy at eafe, johnfon h d

greatly the advantage over him. By rallying him,

therefore, before Mifs Bladen, and laughing at him,
with he-, when he was abfent, he made her fee him in

a lefs pleafing light ; in a \ery little time, he fet her

entirely againft him, and recommended himfelf to her

lv> Slrongiy, tin"- She began to difcover every kind of

contempt lor Selwyn, while She gave his rival all the

re e. fori m the world to believe fhe liked bun.

Johnfon
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Johnfon availing, himfelf of Maria's animating beha

viour to him, of ail her apparent prepofleflions
in his

favour, made his cmirt to her with fo much Succck,

tint Lady Bladen in a Short time perceived that She

was more partial to him than to Selwyu, and many

other gentlemen who foliated her confent.

Johnfon, with an unaffected carekffnefs about him,

had, however, the moft insinuating manners to be con

ceived : with thofe manners he made himfelf extremely
careffed by all ranks and claffes of people ; with thofe

manners, an handfome perfim, and an uncommon tafte

in drefs, he was an alluring figure in the eyes of Maria,
at leaft, who wras too much prejudiced by his appe.r-

ance, and almoft as vain of having her lover thought a
fine fellow, as fhe was of being reckoned a fine woman

herfelf. Selwyn, it is true, was elegantly formed, and
had a very intelligent face ; but he was not altogethef
fo ftriking : a peculiar delicacy of difcernment was ne

ceffary to find out his excellencies. However, with all

his amiable qualities, qualities for wliich he was to be

highly valued, he was keenly fufceptibk of jealoufy,
Maria gave him caufe, indeed : yet had he made ufe

of his reafon, he muft have been fenfible that a woman

of fuch a capricious, changeable difpofition, coidd not

be a defirable charaaer, could not merit the afkaion

he felt for her. Having complained to her, one day,
of her neglea of him, and of her encouraging behaviour
to Johnfon, in gentle language ; he received fo unwel

come an anfwer, that he was Stimulated to proceed in

a more ungentle ftyle. He told her, in very plain terms,

raifing his voice, that fhe had ufed him ill by negka-
ing him for a new admirer, who could not, he was well

allured, love her better than he did, and who did not,

he believed, love her half fo well.

Mifs Bladen, naturally k.ughty and impatient of
controul from any perion, efpecklly from a man whom

flie looked npon as bound k dvty to f\.bmit to her plca^
fun:,
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fure, replk t >\th a fieri-, vl •-.!. war. n idmr bee
-

kg
in h r, or pleairrjgtj her kv\ .. In coi.itq icr.ce e: t; is

treatment, he b gr.r. *o com.' er
vvIi..l kv .,,'.^ m John

fon poffeSfed to iiidce him fo fornkk .' : a riv-.l. rife

allowed him all the fnjevior telva .tupea of drefs. which
he thought of little importance ; as any man who p. d

the fame attention to ih: ernhcihfkncnt of bis pekkin,

might, he believed, make as good an appearance ; and

he at the fame time waa of opinion, that the woman

captivated by that fort of perfonal merit (if it deferved
the name, a3 every coxcomb in town might acquire it)
difcovercd a very wv-ik underf and kg. In the next

place he confidered, that he had never heard any thing
either of Johnfon's family, or eftate : he, therefore,

concluded, that he was not a man of birth or fortune ;

and that he paid Its addreffes to Mifs Bladen with the

moft mercenary views. However, as he did not ima

gine he fhould talk with her to any purpofe, upon a

fubjea to wliich fhe apparently had a confiderable aver-

fion, he applied to Emilia for information. She told

him, immediately, that fhe knew very little about Mr.

Johnfon ; adding, that fhe did not believe her motlieror

her filter knew much more concerning him. " His Spe
cious appearance and beha\ km," continued She,

" have

fo taken their fancies, that 1 imagine they have never

troubled their heads with making enquiries into the

truth of what you have relitcel, I recolket, indeed,

that he has mentioned his being of an Irifh family ;
and I fuppofe, that my mother muft have had a fatis-

fadtory account of him : without fuch an account She

would not, furely, have permitted him to vifit my lifter

fo often, and to appear with her in public."
Selwvn, ftill too much in love with Maria to be fo

r.1 k fatislkd as J.idy Bladen was with what fhe might
have heard about JohnSbn, began to think that he was

one of the Society of Gentlemen from Ireland, who,

being lather in ftrait circumftances, endeavour to im

prove
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prove their Situations by marrying women of fortune.

Prompted by this conjeaure, he wrote over to a friend

he had in that kingdom, fent him a full length of John
fon, and begged to be informed if he knew any thing

'

of him, and of his conneaions. He alfo fet his own

fervant to get all the intelligence he poffibly could in

town, cf the fame kind. The latter foon brought him

word, that Mr. Johnfon was only a hair-di efi'er, who

went over to France to improve himfelf in his profeffion,
and who being expert at catching the manners as well

as the fafhions of the country, became fo clever at his

bufinefs, and had fo genteel an addrefs, that a young

Englifli nobleman making the tour of Italy, took him

into his fuite.
"

By rendering himfelf ufeful to his

lordfhip," continued Harry,
" he not only reaped

the fruits of his generofity, by the poffeflion of more

money and clothes than he had ever been matter of be- +

fore, but he alfo got a new fet of notions in his head,
and fancied that if he could draw in any girl with a

good fortune, he might live as genteellyr as the man of

quality whom he ferved. Accordingly, he quitted his

mailer, returned to England, fet up for himfelf, and

chofe Southampton for his field of aaion, as it hap
pened to be pretty full ; not doubting but that he

fhould recommend himfelf to fome woman, who had

a fortune fufficient to make himfelf eafy for life. Mifs

Bladen was the firft lady who fell in his way at a ball.

He was dreft au dernier gout, being juft arrived from

Paris ; and as he had there taken leffons from the moft

celebratedmatters in dancing, fencing, &c. he exhibited
himfelf in fo favourable a point of view, that moft of

the ladies feemed defirous to have him for a partner :

but having informed himfelf that Mifs Bladen had

■£. 20,000, and that Lady Bladen was not fo ftria as

fome mothers would have beert who had two fuch

daughters under her care, he contrr.ed to dance w'th

her, and made himfelf fo agreeable both to her and her

mother,
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mother, that an acquaintance immediately commenced,
which foon grew into an intimacy, and from an inti

macy into an apparent attachment."

'1 his information was fufficicnt for Selwyn : he

found, in a Short time, that he had received a jult ac

count, and he thought it highly neceffary to avail him

felf of it, and chofe the manner of detection when his

rival was met in company, not only with Mifs ij.aden,

but with her mother and filter.

Coming in one afternoon, he found his rival fitting
with the two fillers, and Lady Bladen, in the drawing
room ; and foon after his entrance began to charge
him with being an impoftor, who had, by his fpecious

appearance, <b ceived the family he was then with, by

making them believe that he was a man of fafhion and

fortune, when he knew he was oidy a hair-dreifer.

Lady Bladen and Emilia ftarted at the acenfiition :

the former looked exceedingly nlo-nvd. The pre

tended Johnfon affected a carek.Tnefs and compel.,v,

which would have been, he hoped, powerful enough to

prove his innocence. Maria, feeing him fo uncmbar-

r i fed, concbiekd that he could not polllbly be- the per

fon Selwyn endeavoured to make them beb' ve he wis,

iind joined in his affeaed laugh. His mirth, howc.er,
was foon checked. On Lady Bladen's earneltlv defil

ing Selwyn to tell her how he procured this intelligence,
and whether it was properly authenticated ; he akmed

her that fhe might depend upon it, and gave a circum-

ftantid account of what he had heard. Johnfon, ne>w

extremely difconccrtcd, on finding that Selwyn was

mailer of every particular relating to bis advent u e-.,

rofe up, difcovered the greateft agitation, and : :empteel
to bully Selwyn : he arkiallv went ib far as to gke him

the lie dire3. Selwyn then took him by the fhe.1 liters,

and very fairly kicked him out of the room. When he

had difmiffed him in tin's ignominious manner, he kated

himfelf in his place, by Mils Bkekn, and afked her hi v

Z She,
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fhe, zs a woman of fpirit, could encourage fo tnme a

iover; laughing at her .ho, with much archneSs, but

great good-humour, upon her having been fo eafi'y dup
ed. She ma<k no reply, but pouted and loc keel lullen.

Lady Bladen then hoping to give a cheerful turn to

the conveiiatidn, wliich had been difagreeably ferious,

faid,
"

Come, Maria, think no more of this worthlefs

impoftor : we are all liable to be mistaken in a charaaer

fometimes ; we are not the firft family who have been

impofed upon : let us be thankful that the man who

has deceived us all has been difeovered in time ; let us,

as we ought, be particularly gratefid to Mr. Selwyn
for our prefervation, whom you can befl reward, my

dem-, by giving him your hand, and promifing to be

th." " Mr. Selwyn, madam," replied Maria haugh
tily',

" wifhed to ferve nobody but himfelf, and is

therefore as much fnterefted as any other man." I

agree with you, Mifs Bladen," anfwered Selwyn,
" I

am fo far interested as never to make that woman my
wife wdio defpifes mc ; efpecially while I dare hope
(turning to Emilia, and taking her hand) that there

is one who will not refufe my folicitations to accept of

a heart, which, on my firft acquaintance with the fa

mily, would have been hers, had I not, Trom her ex

treme diffidence, been kept ignorant *)f her infinite

merit." This imcxpckxed addrefs furprifed all the

three ladies ; but it had a different effea upon each of

them. Maria, though fhe had ufed Selwyn ill, was

meieli hurt at his preferring her fifter ; while that lif

ter, who had long loved him, but who had endeavour

ed to conceal her fentiments, thinking him engaged to

Maria, felt herfelf ready to expire with joy to find

the man whom fhe had for a confiderable time tenderly
rkeemtd, ieady to make her completely happy. As

for Lady Bladen, who began to be exceedingly dis

turbed at the behaviour of her eldeft daughter to the

man who had merited a very different treatment, and

of
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of whofe intrinfic vabie the was now become more k.i-

fibk than ever; fhe rejoiced to fee that fhe had ft 11 n

daughter to bellow upon him, as a eeiiT.pnc: for bit

faving the other from her being fatally coimeetcd with

a fh irpcr.

:c~>C<>;-ooo-xi<x>Doee^<

CHAP. I VII.

FRir.Nl.SHlP IMPROVED ix.ro LOVE.

I.

HERE th •

figa.' cannotpierce, ;a agr.ive oftalltrees,
With my fair one as ILimh.g as A/ay,

UiuliJluir ■! by idl J>,utdbui ihefighs of the l/.eu',
Let me pafs tin l.^l noon cf the day.

SI.

When thefun, lefs inlcnfi, to the weftward .a■Tiiee,
For the meadows /he g.-_ : -; s we'llforfike,

Andfet the rays dar.ee, as ':,-; ;-.- et. I he Jbmes,
O.t the filer cf fame river or lake :

, III.

il' here my fairefi and I, on its ver:e ers rue
A

.•/},

( For 'tis jhe that tnujijlill u ray theme)

Ourjhalow; may -•/. w oath: w.iiery ghf,
li h'dethe ,k are al alas in the liream.

IV.

May the herds ceife to t:-.v, ani the lambkins t Ileal,
li'hen Jhefing; ,n> fat. n -plurousfirain ;

efll be fver- awl hu/V.', unhfs echo repeat
The k nl words end f-eu-t finds \.-. I- again !

IV

Alld



d32 HISTORICAL SKETCHES

V.

Andwhen nve return to our cottage at night,
Hand in handas we fauntering firay,

Let the moon'sfilver beams through the leaves give us lightt
Juft direcl us, and chequer our way :

VI.

Let the viohtingale warble its notes in our walk,
As thus gently and fiowly we move ;

And let no fingle thought be exprefs'din our talk,
But of friendfhip improv'd into love.

«~

VIL

Thus enchantedeach day with thefe rural delights,
Andfecurefrom ambitions alarms,

Soft love and repofefhall divide all our nights,
Andeach morning fhall rife with new charms.

•>XK>&000<>000<>0<>0<

CHAP. LXVIII.

TWO VERY SINGULAR FEMALE CHARACTERS DE

SCRIBED :

IN A LETTER TO A LITERARY GENTLEMAN.

THOUGH
the rife of many fatirical portraits

may not appear obvious to every reader, yet I

know not whether they may not be produaive of fa-

lwtary effeas ; as the expofing of vice and abfurdity
bids the faireft for fuccefs, men being fooner laughed
than reafoned out of their fellies. It feems, however,

extraordinary, if not paradoxical, that men of the po-

liteft education, and greateft affluence, Should fuffer

themfelves to be hurried along the ftream of folly, and

diffi irtkn, and by an improper ufe of their authority
fhould
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fhould render themfelves of no efti ration in the :] es

of their Servants and domcftics, whom though t'i y

may frighten by tlicir t)ranny, can never force to :-..-

bcnrrce and efteem them.

The ladk-B too (though with due reverence to tne

worthier part of them) e\c ed if poffible the other

fex, in every fpecies of impertinence and inconfiftency,
When til-." mi n! is it* m.-.ted in fitly and diflipation, it
is karcely e n-dibJe 1-.) think to what lewmths of abfur

dity we may be driven. I hive {'pet the greateft por
tion of time in what are calkd the potted families ;

but, alasl they arc only called fo, as many of then.,

through a iidkulous imperious condikt, fink themkbes

greatly below what they call plcbtia 1. As they molt

certainly conceive themkkes of a fuperior order of be

ings, it feems altogether unaccountable to me thattky
Imnild not endeavour to atu.iu to perfeaions, that would

jt\c fome colour to their clal.ii to this diringk ; eel

pre-eminence: but, km the general tcmr of thrir

♦ . induct, they fi-. in to affea mmerfiktions and ab

surdities to attain that character. 11 it as faas are al-

w.'ivs more fti iking- than the moft fevcre repre henfionr

to reprove vice, I ikdl gite von a Sketch of the cha

racters of twj l-'dt-s \.be).n 1 had the honor to few,

or, in other words, wkrc rigor ens m.ind .—'S I was

compelled to e vecute, and wl^te imperious behaviour
I was ncccltkited to c .: iee.

My firft miilr.is, who \. •« a widow, was one who-

Lad adopted it as an in. d uir.bie truth, that thofe when*

flm flyi^d t.ie vjigmv v> ere only to be confidered ?s her

vat ds or fl-ives ;. and her condaet has erir.ced her ;.t-

tacinneni >o tteS'e p' kkph'r. Tne firft v it( weeks

alicr I citc.wd the ie-.vice, 1 .rieiom few mis node en

iulici'mis, bn' iece ,j:1 my o; k:\- lrc#r\ .mi th e ,„-. Ion.

1 'vjj •

>ovi
•

hours thm ny fe .'-es v -, I 1 r: :-

d.-r-I 'cmerku ;rr. v te.1- >i k by mv ad; g
'•• t

Ci..-iaii ikn ; but 1 vtw. tee k .. It feems iier ik ft

'L- 2. 1J»
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fon (who was about feventeen years
of age, a mimfte

puny dwarf about four feet high) had reprefented to

his mother, that I had dared one evening, in fummer, to

requeft bis going to bed at eleven. Her highnefs gave
rr.i' to underftand, that gentleman (meaning her Scara

mouch) was not to be infultcd by creatures like me :

that her fon fhould go to bed when he pleafed, unlefs

perfons of confequence gave orders to the contrary.
Was her fen to be ordered by the feum of the earth ?

She then commanded this minute gentleman in my hear

ing, not to fpeak to, or make the leaft familiarity with

fuch low wretches* This was followed by a ftern look

at me, accompanied with a dreadful menace what fhould

be the confequence of my future temerity.
This infatuated woman was fo confummately ambi-

tkas as to order me to take the mop and fcour the

pb.ce wherein any vifitor happened to ftand while

Speaking to her, although his or her feet were as clean

as the boards themfelves. This piece of audacity was,

I fuppofe, to intimate, that fhe would not fit near

the place whkh was polluted by the feet of any other

perfen. This inftance of the extravagance of human

Vanity and abfurdity may perhaps be difputed by many,
but it is as true as I now grafp this pen with which I

write. It wcce needlefs to recount all the imperti
nences 'fhe daily teafed me with. Suffice it to know,
that I kbourcd to pleafe her, but found it impoffible :

fhe ■was a peft to her own happinefs, and envied that

any other mortal fhould Share any peace. She was how

ever t .ken off in a few hours illnefs, and left this -world

in the greateft horror and defpair.
My fecond miftrefs was one whowas nearly as proud

•as the former, but it confifted chiefly in a violent paf
fion for drefs and equipage. And in this particular
fhe was often mortified to iuch a degree as to overpower
her fenfes, and throw her into fit*. An inftance of

tbrc I kail nevv relate. Being on a vifit to a neigh
bouring
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Vwring lady (with whom my miftrefs was ever vying
t ir fplendour) the afternoon was fpent with the ufur.l

gaiety, wdien, on leaving the drawing room, my miftrefs

happened to bruSh againft the head cook-maid, who

appeared remarkably elegant, in a neat light-grounded
flowered chintz. My miftrefs was Struck with her ap

pearance, and eying her earnellly,
"

jenny," She cried,
" reach me the lavender!" and immediately fell down

into a fwoon. After having recovered herfelf, fhe or

dered her chair to be got ready with all imaginary
t\pcdhkn. After we got home, fhe called me up to

her :
"

Jenny," fhe faid, with a voice interrupted with

a tremulous accent,
" did you obferve the creature's in-

f. .fence ? Unpin me!"
"

Li, Madam," faid I,
" what

is it offends your Ladyfhip ?*' " Offends ! Such info

lence is nnt '.) be borne ! a chintz too ! I Shall elie with

indignation."
*' Mrs. Sufim's gown you mean, I fup-

pofe, Madam," faid I.—
" M«. Sufan ! filthy trollop!

Mrs. Sufan ! ha ! ha ! ha1. Here take this (giving me

the gown) ; you will now be vsfinc as that minx. Well !

I never met with fo audacious an affront before. Had

Lady G' 1 informed me fhe had thrown her gown

to that wretch, 'twould have been fome fatisfaaion :

but to buffer the creature to wear it in nry prefence,
before I hid cat mine, 'twas intolerable."—

"

Marry,"

thought I,
" if you Should receive fuch affronts every

day, provided they terminated thus in my favour, I

care no'.."

This night was, however, an Irk fome one to me. It

was her cuftom to have me to comb her hair a full hour

every night before fhe went to fleep, or rather it was

my bufinefs to lull her to fleep with combing. Four

teen different combs were each night fucceffively ap

plkd to her hair with affiduous labour ; but tin's night
was marked for nry having to bellow five full hours in

the painfid tafk. Often did I reft my wearied arms,

aud at oltca did I renew the jpakiful Uik. At laft I

£Gt
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got her to fleep, and lifting her Into bed, f .md means

to creep to my own. Her anger too
was ceil ungo

vernable, and arofe on the moft triviid on- hems, nay

fometfmee from no cccalion at all. One day (after
having laid the cloth for dinner) the bell rang with

more than ordinary quiebnefs ; I flew to my miftrefs,

who, as foon as I entered, darted her eyres (which
beamed with fire) full upon me, aid, without fpeaking
one word,, fnatched one of the forks fi.im the table,
whkh fhe threw with fuch violence, diat, as I turned

to Shein the blow, it Struck me on the backfide of my

head, and Stuck there—I was in fuch terror that I ran

as far as the kichen with the fork in my head, not

having prefence of mind to draw it out again, whiche.

was done by the butler, who fvvore I looked like Lady
Macbeth k the tragedy. I faw her no more that day,
bit next morning I was recompenfed with a brocade

filk gown, very little worfe for the wear ; I was, ootv-

ever, for fome days exceedingly fore. Her temper,

notwithstanding this, broke out as violent as ever, not

many days after, on a very trivial occafion. It were

endlefs to recount the many bruifes and Strokes I re

ceived in htr fervice. Suffice it to know, dial in a fewr

years after this javelin affair, fhe died of a furfeit o£

lampreys.
I fiiall now clofe this narrative (which I could

lengthen out much far tkr). with obferving, th..'., from,
the Sketches already drawn, you may be enabled to.

judge what kiiskaion thofe minds enjoy, wlu. are toa

proud, or rather too fill, to make ufe of the meana;

that wo Ad make them fiekved by their krv uts, and

enky in tncmickres the tranquillity that is kkp .oriole:
from huiiiiiity unci virtue-

CHAP.
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CHAP. LXIX.

0R. SCHOMBERG'S METHOD OF READING FOR FE-

MALB IMPROVEMENT.

IN A LETTER TO A LADY.

MADAM,

CONFORMABLE
to your defire, and my pro-

rtfe, I prefent you with a few thoughts on the

method of reading ; which you would have had fooner,

only that you gave me leave to fet them down at my
kifure-hours. I have complied with your requeft in

both thefe particulars ; fo that you fee, Madam, how

abfolute your commands are over me. If my remarks

Should anfwer your expeaations, and the purpofe for

which they were intended ; if they Should in the leaft

conduce to the fpending your time in a more profitable
and agreeable manner than moft of your fex generally
do, it will give me a pleafure equal at leaft to that you
will receive.

It were to be wifhed that the female part of thehu-

r.e.n creation, on whom Nature has poured out fo many

i harms with fo lavi.h a hand, would pay fome regard
to the e-ulft iting their minds and improving their un

derftanding-. It is eafily accomplifhed. Would they
bellow a fourth part of the time they throw away on

the trifles and gewgaws of drefs, in reading proper

boeks, it would perftaiy anfwer their purpofe. Not

that I. am againft the ladies adorning their perfons ; let

them be fet off with all the ornaments that art and na

ture can confpire to produce for timir embellishment,

but let it be with reafon and good fenfe, not caprice
2. .d humour; for there is good fenfe in dreis, as in
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all thb gs elfe. Strange doarine to
fome ! But I am

fure, Madam, you kn< w there is—You praaife it.

The firft rule to be bid down to any one who reads

to impiove, is never to read but with attention. As

the abilmfe parts of learning are not neceffary to the

accomplishment of one of your fex, a fmall degree of it

will fivffice. I would throw the fubjeas of which the

ladies ought not to be wholly ignorant under the fol

lowing heads :

HISTORY MORALITY POETRY.

The firft employs the memory ; the fecond, the judg
ment j and the third, the imagination,
Whenever you undertake to read Hiftory, make a

fmall abftraa of the memorable events ; and fet down

in what year they happened. If you entertain your-

fdf with the life of a famous perfon, do the fame by
his moft remarkable aaions, with the addition of the

year and the place he was born at and died. You will

find thefe great helps to your memory, as they will lead

you to remember what you do not write down, by a

fort of chain that links the whole hiftory together.
Books on Morality deferve an exaa reading. There

are none in our language more ufeful and entertaining
than the Speaatois, Tatkrs, ar.d Guardians. They
are the ftandards of the English tongue, and as fuch

Should be read over and over again ; for as we imper

ceptibly Aide into the manners and habits of thofe per
fons with whom we moft frequently converfe, fo read

ing being, as it were, a Silent converfation, we infenfi-

bly write ar.d talk in the ftyle of the authors we have

the moft often read, and who have left the deepeft im-

prefiions on our mind. Now, in order to retain what

you read on the various ft bjeas that fall under the head
of morality, I would ;k rife you to mark with a pen

cil
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r"' wh?f wer von fkd worth remembering, fe" -; p^f.

fige ftrike you, maik it de.wn in the n-.r.rgin ; if an

expreffion, dim ^me under it ; if a evhole p- per in

the fore-P'.ct'tioned books, or r.ny others wh cii are

written in the fame loofe and u.iconneaed manner,

m ike ^n aftcrifk over the fhit hue. By thefe means

you will fcba the m.il valuable, and they will fink

deeper in your memory than the reft, on repeated read-

in ;, by being diflkguifhcel from them.

The laft article is poetrv. The way of distinguish
ing good poetry from bad, is to turn it out of verfe

into profe, and fee whether the thought is natural, and
the words adapted to it ; or whether they are not too

big and founding, or too low and mean for the fenfe

they would convey. This rule will prevent you from

being impofed on by bombal and fultian, which with

many paifes for fublime ; for imooth verfes which run

off the ear with an city cadence, and harmonious turn,

very often impofe nonicnk on the world, and are like

your fine dreffed beaux, who pafs for fine gentlemen.
Divert both from tk ir outward ornaments, and peopk
are furprifed the y could have been fo eafily deluded.

I have now, Mae'am, given a few rules, aid thofe

fuch only as are really neceffary. I could have added

more ; but thefe will be fufficient to enable you to read

without burdening your memory, and yet with another

view befides that of barely killuig time, as too many
are accuftomed to do.

The taflc you have impofed on me, is a Strong proof
of your knowing the true value of time, and always
having impreived it to the beft advantage, were there

no other ; and that there are other proofs, thofe who

have the plci'ire of bring acquainted with y ou can tell.

As for my part, Madam, you have done me too

much honour, by fingli' g me ou. from ril your ac

quaintance on tb'S occafion, to fay any thkg that

would not look like flattery ; you yourfelf would think
it



54° HISTORICAL SKETCHES

it fo, were I to do you the common juftice all your

friends allow you : I muft therefore be filent on this

head, and only fay, that I fhall think myfelf well re-

warded in return, if you will believe me to be, with the

utmoft fincerity, as I really am,

Madam,

Your faithful

humble fervant,

I. SCHOMBERG.

CHAP. LXX.

THE SEQUESTERED LOVER.

/V/*F wild waving woods, that now clqfing your fihade,
-*• Now wantonly parting, difport with the beam ;

Thou river, whofe current refrefhes the mead :
Andyou, ye rude ruins thatjhadow hisfiream :

Tefiocks that hang white on thefide ofyon hill ;
Te herds who beneath crop thegrafs ofthe vale ;

Te that chirp in the hedge, orfikim light on the rill,

Orfiuttering, giveyourgay wing to the gale :

Sweet infpirers ofthought 1 and thoufweeteft, thou Dove,
Whofefiilverplumesfihine thro' the boughs of the tree,
Efcap'dfrom the tage, and awayfrom the love,
Allfilent andfad, a companion to me 1I

Ah!
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Ah 1 why, as Ignxe on the landfeape around,
IVhy fuddcnlyJlarts thefund . ear to my eye ?

Tho' failing each objecl, and cheerful eachfound,
IVIyJlealsfrom my bofom theforrowingfigh ?

Eneh.mt thefair f nes, till enraphir'd I find
That fweet.fi oblivion the Mufes left fie,

Till the finjlane that gilds youfiall heighten my mind,
j.laa »iyfancyforgets that my hart has a woe I

Sofree may yefi airifh, fairfienes as ye rife,
SoJlill be your charms byfimplkity -srae'd,

In native luxurianceJlillpleafe andfurprife,
Nor byfolly lefafhion'd, nor tortur'd by tafie.

So when the gladfeafons their bleffingsfhally'a 11,
.lad Ceres enrich you, and Flora adorn,

May the labourers laugh eeh'j hud in the field,
.'lad the breeze wbifperfoft thro' the nmlowin" com :

.Iv.l fo when the evening's mildglories decline,
Andfidefrom thejky the lift 11fees ofilght,

Unfullied and elcudlefs may Cynthiafihine
Ereyetyou are hid by the envious night.

And whifl herfurfarm glitters bright in thefiood,
Atuljheds on its bofom a tremulous ray,

Tips the top of the hill, gilds the gloom f the wood,
Andfoftens each beauty thatglur'd'ni the day ;

'ytee,

" In fuch a night," folluwi/g PhlL/net's voi. .

,

Asjhefings herf.wetfong to Ihe Tfiening air,
Seaueftt r'dfrom crowds, or by chance or by choice,

To this bowerJhialdfome gentlefpirit repair :

A a IChifi
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iVhdfi tendernefs L-rerihes in the nightingale'sfirain,
To tendernefs tun'd as d* lighted theyJi'ray,

Ti is verfe may theyfee, if this verfeJhould remain,
Nor heedlefsly turnfrom a wanderer's lay.

Perhaps th--v will deem him neglecled, forlorn,
As they mark how his numbers allfiow ;

Of Fortune thefpori, or Beauty theJcorn,

C'laj-clure hisforrow, andpity his woe.

X^OO-OOC' -.'.- eoeooo e.

CHAP. LXXI.

THE HISTORY OF PHILOCLES AND PANTHEA.

THE
celebrated duke de la Rochefoucault has dis

covered,' in his Moral Refkaions, a profound

knowledge of the human heart ; but none of his max

ims appear to me to be more juft than the following :

" Abfence may extinguifli weak paffions ; but it

adds new force to the ftrong ; juft as the wind which

puts out a little fire, makes a great one burn with

double fury."
The juftnefs of this observation will appear evidently

from the following ftory, the truth of which I can

vouch for, and the probability of which nobody will

call in queftion.
Philccles, a young gentleman of a confiderable for

tune, and remarkable for his perfonal beauty, was dif-

tinguiShed from the moft of his age and condition by a

fingular turn of charaaer. He looked upon love as a

paffion fo dangerous, that he formed a refolution to

Shun every woman that had infpired him with a grow

ing naffion. It was cuftomary with him to argue in

this manner : Pleafure refembles fire ; at a certain dif-

tance
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tance it warm* us ; but we cannot make a near approach
without being burned.

PbilocI"^, having made bis determination, belrm-d

m Such a manner to the ladies, that he foon acquired
ib" reputation of a D.irkdil as he did not npp.ar t >

give any preference to one above a mther. However.,
as I lis indifference was owing to princi. ■'■■"., ani not

co'illitution, it el: 1 not long continue. It foon gave

v iy to the prevailing charms of L'krinda ; and Ft.k-

cles, unknown U> imnklf, behaved to her oilen in fuch

a particular manner, as drew upon her the envy ofmoft

of her female acquaintance, and was to her a matter of

the higheft triumph. Her joy, however, wsi ikon

turned into forrow, wher fhe was informed that Philo

cles war, gone to 1 tance, thinking the air of Paris might
have effica- 7 enough te* cure him of his love ; an opi
nion in v/hicii he was not deceived.

Philocles after a few months refidence in that gay

place, which feems to be confecrated to pleafure, and
fcveral intrigues with ladies of faflv'on, whofe fentiments

agreed exaaiy with his, and who confidered love as a

tranfient amufement, which Should never be carried to

a ferfous attachment, returned to England, and heard,
with the utmoft indifference, that Florinda hud in his

abfencc been married to a peer. This inteuigence did
not difpleafe him, as he was now fecure fes.w her re

proaches.
Philocles, with a heart entirely difengaged, refum -\\

his former courfe of life, and gave himfelf up entirely
to pleafure and diffipation. km foon a firft -rate beauty
ekxtcd what one of an inferior order could not do.

Panthea, the luftre of whofe eyes could be equalled by
nothing but the gracefulnefs and majefty of her perfon,
foon evehed emotions in the breaft of Philocles, which

though much ftronger thin thofe which he hid felt

belure, lo far bore a rekmblunce to them, that he

COidd
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mmld-er.fi'y perceive the traces of his former paffion,
and therefore reklved to be upon his guard.
He, however, could not immediately refolve to de

prive himfelf of the pkafurc of feeing and converfing
with Panthea, and every new interview contributed to

add new fewel to the flrtme of love, with wliich his heart

now glowed, which throbbed in all his veins. Each

time he faw Panthea appeared to him the firft ; and it

is highly probable he would have entirely forgot his
refolution, had it not been for a weaknefs which no

man is entirely free from. He could not ftand the

ridicule of his circle of acquaintance, before whom he

had often declared his intentions, and boafted of his

refolution to aa in confequence. Falfe fhame had as

much influence over Phikcles as over moft mer. He

immediately rs Skived to abfent himfelf, and accordingly
went to Veniae. But the image of his dear Panthea

could not fo eafily be effaced from his mind. Her

idea haunted him both day and night ; and this, with
the fenfe of his own weaknefs, k facrificing real hap
pinefs to the opinion of men unworthy of his efteem,
had fuch an effea. on him, that he was feized with a

violent fever. His life was almoft dtfpaired of; and

it is probable lie would not have recovered, had not a

refolution which he inftantly formed to return to Eng
land, and the hope offering his beloved Panthea again,
contributed more to reftore his health than all the afif-

te.r.ce cf his phyficians.
Upon his return to England, Panthea, who had

taken offence at his inconfiftanc)r, for fome time declined

feeing him ; but being foon after informed that he was

ftllen dangeroufly ill, her paffion took the afcendant,
and fhe went to fee him. Philocles was in a fhort time

reftored to health, md owed his recovery entirely to

Panthea's vifits, which were veiy frequent.
Panthea, having thus difeovertd her heart, made no

longer any difficulty to admit the addreffes of Phi.

leeks
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rb '. and in a h months kterward.. they were mar-

rie d. Philocles is now become an emmpk of amt.mcy
and his attachment to r n't e.i it. eq-.nt to the uidcur

of her aff.-e.tion for km.

XXX' :.<■<< e">-:COO->X

CHAP. LXXI I.

THE DEATHS OF LUCRETIA AND VII .C.IN'IA.

THE
force of pr tidke appears i.i nothing more

ftrongly than in the ei coirriums whkii have been

Iividud upon Lnciitia, for k\ ing \kkr.t fends upon

heifelf, and Vir pli.ine, for kilii'ig his ow.i daughter.
Thefe aaion; keni to derive all their glory from the

revolutions to winch they gave rile, as the former oc-

cationed the abolition of monarchy ainongt the Sk--

mans, and the latter put aa end to the arbitrary p j,/er

of the el •eemviri. But if we lay afide our piepobkiions

for im'.icpiitv, and examine tk.k actions without pre-

jmlk.', we cannot kit ackr.e>wkdoc, tnat they are ra

ther the effects of human weakntt and obliinacy than

of relolution and magnanimity. Lncretia, for fear of

worldly cenfure, chofe rather to f.ibmit to the leveel

defires of T.'.rqrii, than have it thought that the kid

been ilabbed in the embr.uvs of a (live ; wire i l.hi-

ciendy proves, that all her bom led virtue was founded

upon vanity, and too kgh a vake for the opinion of

ma ikind. Pic *

oiniger Pliny, with great rcuio i, pre
fers to this feen 1 aetk.i that of a woman of lowhirto,
whofe lr.ifb.iiid being fii/ed .vith an kern-able diforder,
cheife rmher to perifli with him thm furvlve him. Tie

act 'on of ke.ia is like .rife mnen nmrc moke, wh fe

hmh.nid, P.r:us, being cendemned to death, pbiiigeda
daggei in h.r breaft, and rold km, with a dying vot ,

A a 2
" Pa;tu3
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"

Psetus, it is not painful." But the death of Lucre-

tia gave rife to a revolution, and is therefore become

illaftrious ; though, as St. Auguftine juftly obferves, it

is only an inlke.iee it die weaknefs of a woman, too

felicitous about the opinion of the world.

Virgin !u:., i.i kiting his daughter, to preferve her

from Skiing a victim to the luft of the decemvir Clau-

cLius, was guilty of the higheft rafhnefs ; Since he might
certainly have gained the people, already irritated

;g;e;if. the tyrant, without enabruing bis hands in his

own bloed. 'Phis aaion may indeed be extenuated, as

Yirgkius flew his daughter from a falfe principle of

honour, and did it to preferve her from what both he

and She thought work than death ; namely, to preferve.
her from violation : but though it may in fome mea-

fure be excakd, it fhould not certainly be praifed or

admired

XXXX:-<X>$h<>:>.>.:> :;•<.-.•: e -•-.: ,

CHAP. LXXIII.

THE SIBYL.

AN ORIENTAL STORY.

IN
early times, before the Chriftian facrafice had

taken from evil fpirits their power to hurt mankind,
a matron of the Eaft, followeel by two fair daughters,
went to the Shore cf the tempeftuous fea, to fupplicate
the fabled Neptune.

"

Thou, powerful God, who

fwaliowedft up the father, fpare the fon ! Lo ! I fub-

mit. The widow ftands refigned ; but hear the mo

ther." Her bare knees preffed the rock, She bowed

before the wave that roared againft it; and as fhe prayed,
She paid the angry deity the tribute of her tears. The
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fea had robbed her of her lord ; but piety had taught
her resignation. She kiffed the beach again, and was

departing ; when there appeared upon the rifing wave,

erea and unconcerned, a human figure; ; the habit fpoke
her female : age fat upon her brow, but free from all

infirmities, commanded only reverence ; her dry feet

floated on the water's furface ; her filver hair played

negligently in the ftorm ; her hand was on her heart,
her eves on heaven. The daughter fhrieked ; the pa

rent knew the form as it approached, and bending to

the earth, hailed the Erythrean Sibyl.
She waved her hand ; and the fea ceafed its tumult:

"

Amia," laid Ihe,
"

thy virtue has reached heaven.—

Danger is near : Children remember !—The virtue of a

daughter is obedience : the bimtiteft jewel in a virgin's
crown, is modefty !

"
She vanithed. The fea refumed

its roaring, and the broad fun was now half funk be

neath the billows.

No moon could light them homeward : the fea-ftorm

brought its thunder to the land ; and as they Stood

behind a ruined tower for Shelter SYom its fury, thev
heard the muttered founds of midnight rites, and horrid
incantations—a gleam of lightning (hewed at once the

place. Wtthin an ample circle, furrounded by dark

grafs, the works of fancied faries, ftcod a decrepit
creature, bufied in his infernal facrafices ; nine times

he walked about the fatal circle, and each blade black

ened where his fell foot came : in the midft he raifed a

pile of mouldering coffins, and of broken gibbits ; and

covered it with the heart of an old oak, juft rent by
thunder. Upon the heap he laid a human body, warm
from its fepulchre ; and, with a blue flame which his

breath raifed from the ground, he lighted the ftrange
heap.
Till then the ceremonies were but feen imperfeaiy,

as the interrupted fiaibi >gs from the clouds gave op

portunity ; now all waj cvidei.t ; th; tkemri ceremony
Shone
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Shone with its own light ; and as the flame advanced*

the hagged wizard walked his round, repeating feeret

prayers.
Tne flames diftinaiy fhewed the body they were to

coniume ; a youth of perfea beauty, who feemed only
to fleep amicSt the fire ; at length it reached him, and

they faw him burn, by flow degrees, to aShes ; then,
with a dreadful Shriek, the forcerer leaped into the

fire ; a thick fmoke rofe, darker than night, and fpread
itfelf abroad till it filled all the circle. After a while

it cleared, and from the glowing embers of the fire

there rofe again the yoi.th who had been burnt. Deep
mufic iffued from the circle's verge, and to its folemn

notes the figure flow affended. The unwrinkled fore

head and the rofy cheeks, the lips of coral and the

golden hair, rofe ftom the fhrrpelefs allies in full beauty.
They turned : for modefty refufed their feeing more ;
but in a lirtle time the mufic ceafed, and the new-born

youth came up, and flood before them, with an eafy
grace, clothed in an azure robe, ftudded with filver Stars-

The mother trembled ; for the Sibyl's warning yet

rung in her affrighted tc.rs. The daughters young a. d

unexperienced, flood charmed with the youth's beauty.
He told them he was Jove; he wooed them to his arms;

and added, they fhould walk the Empyrean heaven.

The mother, bold in the Sibyl's facred kffon, cbrnged
him with impefture ; but the girls were ftill in raptures.
A cloudy chariot raifed them from the earth, and r.s

they rode along the air, thty thought they had reached
the very heigh c the flatterer promifed. They liftened

to his foothing words. The penfive mother frowned.
She told them potts feigned ; for gods were holy. The
favour of the S.byl gave her courage, and her maternal

love infpired a facred eloquence. They doubted as fhe

fpoke. At length the elder was convinced. She join
ed her parent in her arguments ; but inconfiderate youth
betrayed die other. This told them " Power was

power
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power, and fplendour fplmdour : that he who could

thus waft them through the air, had all the might of

Jove ; and there could be no heaven if it were not

there prefent refidence."
She gave her lily hand trembling, yet refolute, 1 1

her new 1 >ver. The mother Shrieked, and funk upoi

her knee :, in vain. Aerial ministers ferved in a gay

repaft. The hirer and the loved fat down together.
The mother and her other child rcfutd. Ambrofia

was the food on plates of emeralds, and neaar fparkkd
in the adimautine bowls. But nature pleaded ; and

the favoured miftrefs would not be bleffed except her

mother Shared. Anguilh tore the parent's heart. She

Would not fit ; fhe begged her not to tafte ; and when

the fond girl doubted, charged her on her obedience.

But She was no more heard. The lover once again
invited both ; and when refufed, he frowned, and bade

them thiill, and pine fin ever, in unpitied wretched-

nels, and unregarded envy.
A dungeon now rofe in an obfcure corner of the

place. The mother and the daughter were thruft into
it by fiends. Heat burnt them up, and they were pe

rilling with thirft, while the abandoned filler, as fhe

drank her full bowl, called to them :
" Now who is in

the right ? Now tell me, ri obedience to her or him

the better:" The filter blufhed. The mother only
anfwered,

" See to morrow.
"

Full revelry and joy prevailed at the dctefted board :

the fi be i- ftill invited, ftill defpifed it. The mother

gazed on them with filent Sorrow. At length, a crim-

lon canopy Stretched its wide curtains, and difclofed

the bridal bed. The pair advanced towards it ; and

new defpair give once more the afflicted parent words.

She prajed, and fhe commanded ; both in vain. The

iuhituitcd gill approached the bed, and the lover fol

lowed. The fpirits difappeared, the vrivet bed Shrunk

to a corner of a withered hedge. The i'pkndaur and
the
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the power at once were over. The youth fn! Jove now
flood in his own form, a withered forcerer; and at the

inftant appeared the Sibyl, leading in her hand the

fovereign of the country. She told the Story. She

took for ever from the wizard his former power of

magic ; and gave the virtuous daughter to the king.
The mother faw her emprefs of the Eaft, while the

deluded difobedient remained, what She had made her

felf, the bride of 'beggary and miferable age.
The leffon reaches all. The world allures *, and

youth is unexperienced. Obedience to a parent is the

path to happinefs. Bleffings attend on this ; and mi

fery never fails to accompany the other.

CHAP. LXXIV.

THOUGHTS OX THE EDUCATION OF WOMEN :

BY AN ANONYMOUS AUTHOR

THE
education of men, and that of women, ought

to be conduaed on the fame principles, fo far as

k relates to the vanity of both being dirt-aed to effen

tial objeas. In almoft every other refpea, however,
there Should be a difference. One thing in particular
is to be cautioufly avoided in the latter, that is, raifing
the imagination, or fuffering them to do any thing
from pitfion.

Born for a life of uniformity and dependence, what

they have occafion for is, reafon, fweetnefs, and fei.fi-

bility, refources againft idlenefs and languor, moueiate
defires, and no paffions.
Were it in your power to give them genius, it would

be almoft always a ufekfs, and very often a dangerous
prefent
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prefent. It would, in general, n ike them regret the

ftation which Providence has affigned them, or have

reeourfe to unjuftifikbk ways to get from it. The

beft telle, for fcience only contributes to make them

particular. It takes them away from the fimplicity
of their domeftic duties, and from general fociety, of
which they are the lovlieft ornament.

Intended to beat the head of a houfe, to bring up

children, to depend on a mafler, who will occafionally
want their obedience and advice, their chief qualifica
tions are to be the love of order, patience, prudence,
and right-mindednefs.
The more agreeable talents they can connea with

thefe cardinal virtues ;
—the more parts of learning

they have tailed the elements of, fo as not to be entirely
Shut out of mixed converfation ;

—the more reliSli they
have for proper and well chofen books ;

—and the more

they are capable of reflecting, the better and happier
beings will they be.

Rouffeau Says, that the little cunning natural to

women ought not to be checked, becaufe they will

want it to captivate die men, on whom they depend.
This is a deteftable maxim. Pie might as well have

recommended difllmulation, and even open falfehood ;

for, detetlnble as they are, they may likewife, at times,
Serve a turn. But for one cafe, in wliich vice may be

u1 fed, there are a thoufand in which it does harm. Nor

is there any thing that will weather every Storm, fave

the habitual exercift of virtue. Befides, if there were

any vies, which it became a philofopher to recommend,
Strcly they Should not be the lowed of all ;—thofe

which indicate the laft degree of corruption, both in

body and mind ;
—thofe of wliich immediate felf-inter-

eft is the object.
After all, an artful woman may govern a weak and

narrow-minded man ; but She will never gain die efteem

and attachment of a man of fenfe.

CHAP.
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CHAP. LXXV.

WEDDED LOVE IS INFINITELY PREFERABLE TO

VARIETY.

AIL, wedded J. ovc, myficrious law, true fcurce

Of human offspring, fole propriety,
In Paradife of all things common elfe !

By the; adult'
rous lufi was driven frcm men,

Among th befiial herds to range : by thee,

Founded in reafen, loyal, jufi, endpure,
Relations dear, and all the charities

Of father, fon,
and brother, firft were known.

Thou art the fountain of domtfiic fweets,

Whofe bed is undefil'd and chafte pronouiu'd.
Here Love his goldenfihafts tnploys, here lights

His confiant lamp, and waves his purple wings}

Feigns here and revels ;
not in the bought fmile

Of harlots, lovelefs, joylefs, unendcaPd,

Cafual fruition ;
nor in court-cmcurs,

Mix'd dance, or wanton moft, or miamght ball,

Or prenade, which the fiarved lover fings
^

To his proud fair, befl quilted with difdain.

H

CHAP.
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CHAP. LXV1.

THE M E R C I N A R V L O V T. R.

A MORAL TALI.

WIIItN
a \v,i'ir"i of fort'ine inpp—is to !•*• jk

with veiy favor ruble eyes (no uncommon c^.fe)
upon a man mueh inferior to her, though a gentleman,
in his cuviimlkinc.-s, fhe liatnrallv wifhes fco fee an

cpril degree of inclination in him to be muted to her

So. life ; to !>.• her paffion for him fincenly returned.—

Such a woman, hovevcr, is often afraid to srive the

man to whom her h art is partial encouragement,
from an apprchcnfion that he may be ready to pv.il

himS'elf of hei prcpofkffkns in ink bebab", merely to

imo'ove his affair,, witb.ont feeling t!m fl'gk ."ft prr-
lbn.il regaid for kr. Tb.efe wifher. and ttefe appi

-

henii ms are natural ; and if ik- latter are pre!, int. in',
the removal of them cannot but 1m defimbk for th:

accomplishment of the former. Tne woman in th:

abeive luppofed Sitintbn ccrtakk aa; with pra 1: xc,

by putting the affection of her lover to the tell beite

fhe eonienfs t> be bound to him with the cords of

murimony. If ever diffimuLitton is pi; d.mable, it is

upon fuch an oecaik n ; and flie who has recourfe to it
will rather deferve pity than cenfure, tm .1

'

her teft be

attended with difappointmeut.
Raifed to a fphere of life hi \\\\ic'\ flie never evok

ed to Shine, from the humility of her birth, a. id the

ftraitnefs of her father's iinances, Emilia Linton en-

joyeel herbivge fortune like a woman of fpirit, and diel

not, in the enjoyment of it, lofe fight of discretion.
Having no relations, no perfons of eidier fex neariv

enough related to her to controul her aaion?, to talk to
her in a didaaic Style, to dired her condua, the difcre-

B b tku



2^ HISTORICAL SRETCHES

tion which flie difeovered was the mere remarkable, and
the more to be commended, when flie came into tie

{♦(•fekca of it. The proprkty of her behaviour, in

every ikipe, was cbierved with pleafure by all who had

a -eal tlleem for her : by thofe among her female friends
who longed to make the fame figure in the world, and

who remembered her inferior to themfelves, with pain.
INky not envy be called pain ? Doubtlefs : and they
who are dhturbed with this meaneft of the human paf
fions, moy feelingly- exclaim with the jealousMoor,

"

Farewell, the tranquil mind ! farewell, content!"

Without beauty, without bright part?, without any
dii/.zliug accompbfhments, without any airs to fet her-

ielf off to advantage, Emilia pleafed. Though net

handfeme, fhe wns far from being ugly ; and though
ik, had u t an acute, fhe had a folid underftanding.
Smart expreflions never dropped from her lips ; but fer

fenfible ones fhe yielded not to the moft fenfible of her

fex. Hermanners were winning, her obfei vations were

judicious, and her condua was exemplary'.
Emtio was not, it maybe imagined, from this Sketch

cf her charaaer, without followers. She had even ad

mirers too. The majority of thofe, indeed, who paid
thrir addreffes to her, were attraaed by her fortune ;

there were, however, whom flie could not rank, as

they were in fuperior circumftances, among the for

tune-hunting train. She received all the attentions of

thofe who crowded about her at every public place
with the greateft pelitenefs, but that politenefs was

general : fhe gave not one of them reafon to imagine,
by any particular diftindkiis, that he had made tlrv

fmalleft irnprcihon upon her heart.
'

Her heart, indeed,
was not affeaed by any of the fpeeches which were

addreffed to her ears. Thoroughly acquainted, from '•

the extenfivenek of her obfervation, with the precife
value of the compliments lavifhed upon her, fhe confi

dered
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d. red 1 hem as counters on a card-table, ferriee; b e to

thofe who had trick,, bat of no intrinfic worth.

In tht fuit of Emiliik a li nire.s one mm at length

appeared, who feemed to be more Slud 011s tlnii his com-

ptitortto be noticed by her. Or" this mm fne. at firfi,

lt'.\ the afliduities with' no paitie.kr emotions; but

Oie fill herfelf in a lit It while ib much Ante red by
11. -111, that fhe could hardly help She..-kg in her face

what paffed in her bofom concerning km. In pro-

poilkn to the increafe of his attention to her, was the

mere dc of her parti dity for him ; and She began, in a

(hut time, to wiSh that he would make bis addreffes to

her in form : fearful of betraying her feelings by her

looks, and of being confidered by her lover as a woman

ready to fall into Ink arms, without giving him the trou-

l 1* of putting the previous que A ion to her, She could

not bear the idea of having her features translated in

that manner, and therefore did all in htr power to

fupprefs fenfations which might, fhe imagined, occafiou
conftruaions not much to the credit of her understand

ing, though in no way injurious to her honour.

The man in whofe favour Emilia felt her heart not

a litde agitated, was a gendeman by birth, and had

been genteelly educated ; but his fortune not being an-

fwcrablc to his defires, he had been for fome time

looking out for a woman in a fituation to improve it.

However, though a lucrative marriage was the chief

objea of his attention, he was not quite of fo merce

nary a difpoiition as to wifli to enrich himfelf with a

woman whom he dolmrred, with whom he could have

no profited of being tolerably happy in the domeftic
ftate. To engage Mils Linton's affeaions he was the

more folkitous, as he really believed, fromtheapparc.it
Fweetnefs of her temper, and the goodnefs of her heart,
that he (hould, by marrying her, with the enlargement
e>f his fortune, gain a con fulcrabk addition to his hap
pinefs. Animated by all thofe motives, he redoubled

his
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fi.s afitduities, and, having drawn very favourable con

clusions, one day, from a converfation with Emilia,

g'«ve p-.-"-tty ftrong hints that it was in her power to

make him the kppieft of men.
This hint was not thrown away upon Emilia, but

flie behaved on that occafion with the propriety
whkh fhe had difcovered upon c*ery other, and with

out departing in the leaft from her charaaer as a wo

man of fortune, a woman of fenfe, and a woman of

virtue. Fully fatisfied—more than fatisfied—charmed

with her behaviour, he took his leave, and left tier not

kfs pleafed with the deportment of her lover.
When fhe came to reflea, however, upon the en

couragement which fhe had given to Boothly, fhe be

gan to think that flie had been too hafty, and, in ooa-

fequenee of a retrofpea of her behaviour, determined

to make ufe of a ftratagem, in order to find out if

her lover had a fincere perfonal regard for her, inde

pendent of her fortune ; or if he only counterfeited a

paffion which he did not feel, with a view to increafe

bir income.

While Emilia was considering in what manner flie

fhould condua her new feheme, Boothby was enjoy

ing, by anticipation, the fplendid ftyle of life in winch

he was refolved to appear, as foon as he became ir-aftcr

cf the wealth which hung temptingly in his fight, and

juft within his grafp.
Flufhed with the fuccefs he had met with, upon

the uifelofure of his paffion for a woman to whom

many of his rivals, with better incomes than he had,
looked up with a kiud of reverential awe (either de

terred bv diffidence, cccafioned by the difprc:portion
in their circumftances, or a pride v/hich would not let

them rifk the difgiace) he triumphed over thofe rivals,

but not with all the decency of a politic conqueror : he

exhibited too many marks cf exultation, and puftud
his raillery fo far one day, againft the leaft formidable
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of tlu m, who had been on the point of biert.kg

through his natural modefty (having »o pride to .c-

ftraii. him) that he provoked him to return a.i anfwer

not eafily to be digelkd.
" Whit do you mean by that, Sk?" faid Boothby.
" What do I n.ean by that, Sir I*

'

replied his adm-

fary in a taunting tone.

Thefe interrogations would have, perhaps, produced
a duel, had not their fwords been kept peaceably in

thrir fcabbards by the kterpofition of their furround-

irtg friends : they even Shook hands, and declared them

felves perfeaiy reconciled; but Boothby was not recon

ciled to his antagonist in his heart ;his impertinent doubts
with regard to his marriage were painfully remembered.
When Boothby went to his Emilia to put the lift

hand to the preparations for their union, he found her

wveping over a letter. Struck at the fight of her in fo

unexpected a fituation, he Slew to her with all the ea-

gernefs of a fympathiring lover, ar.d begged to know

what Had happened to throw her into fuch a diftrtfsful

condition.

Infteadof returning a terbal anfwer, fhe gave him

the Utter.

The perufid of ft fhocked him extremely, by inform

ing him that his miftrefs hid, by a capiuJ bankr.uTcy,
loft the greateft part of her fort one.
After a long paufe (do ing which Emilia contrived

to watch every turn of his countenance without bring
perceived) he toM her plainly, tkat he could not iff-

ford to marry a woman without me.ncv, an! that be

Ihouldoi.ly injure her as well as I.imfilb, by mririm-her
his wife.
"

Mighty well, Sir :" rented flie, burftkg into a

laugh,
"

you fhall never be mjn e 1 by mc."
ky this fudden chrrugo in Enka, toofboy was ex

tremely difeoncerted ; bat
- ko he ward rktt the kt-

ter was ;. forged one, nv el\ to ir;. .he ti: c.rt p of his

B b 2.
f .It ..,,
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paffion, he was almoft ready to hang himfelf. Never

was there a mercenary lover more completely mortified.

xx:-*<»0<xx>:x «::•<XXXXX

C II A P. LXXVII.

ON THE REVOLUTIONS OF THE FRENCH FASHI

ONS, WITH SOME ADVICE TO THE LADIES

RESPECTING CERTAIN PARTS OF DRESS.

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH.

"jrpASKION is to cuftom what prejudices are to

fi, the moral virtues. It imperioufly diaates laws

to thofe who live under its empire, and its decrees are

irrevocable. Women, that bewitching part of the

creation, bora for the happinefs of one half of our fex,
and for the torment of the other, difcontented with the

little that the laws have done for them in the diftribu*-

tion of direa power, have at all times fought to acquire
by addrefs, what they could not reafonably hope to

obtain by open force. The auxiliary means which

they have always employed to accomplish their ends

are thofe of the toilet ; but in blindly fuffering them

felves to te guided by cuftom, and adopting new

modes, without choke and without rcfkaion, the fair

fex do not derive from thofe trifles, to which they annex

fe much value, all the advantage they expea. Thofe

whom their rank or chance has placed in a coi.fpi-
c'i: us ftation, generally give au example to others.

'They are the firft to adopt fafhion:, and often take

them from fome remote feurcc, to which people of or

dinary rank never would have gone to look for than.

The
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The grand fault in what concerns the toilet, and that

againft which they ought to be greatly on their guard,
is not to give too much into general fafhion, and not

to believe that becaufe a particular deck becomes one

woman, it will become all in the like manner. To de

stroy this prejudice, it will be fufftcient to obferve, that

ornaments employed in drefs, ought to be varied in

their coinpoiition, and to be fuited to the Shape and

figure of thofe who adopt them. Though one cannot

form general principles upon this fubjea, yet after

having taken a view of the modes of preceding ages, I
Shall venture to make a few curfory obfervations upon
the faShions which prevail at prefent.
It is with diiguil that the imagination returns to

thofe rcm<>t cages, when Nature, kfulted in every re-

fpckt, and disfigured by the moft whinuical dreffes, pre-
fented to the tight only hideous figures. In the firft

ages of the French monarchy, the drefs of the men

varied more than that of the women. Their clothes

were alternately either too long, or too Short. In ge

neral, long vcllments are more becoming and more noble
than th -k that are Short. It is a great pity that this

cuftom Should be at ended with io many inconveni

ences, and tint it Should abfolutely impede the exer-
cile of the body, and thofe labours which our wants re

quire, ami whkh luxury commands.

Under Philip the Fair, an epocha when drefs began
to emerge from barbarity, long coats only were worn

by men of any confideration. In the army, howeve ,

as well as in the countiy, Short coats were always re
tained. In the llmiteenth century, the feme drefs
was worn by men and women. Under tl reigns of
Charles V. and Charles VI. loig coat* only were in
fafhion ; bit Charles VII. who nad ill nude leQs, again
introduced long coats *.

M.iv not this ciiYimiibniee, as well is r.ii.iy others dut
n..*ht be mentioned, feive to prove tlic jufincfs of die proverb,
» hich fays, that vp.^u iny.ntJ .. ,_.. ^ ^■/u0LJMrM tii.-mf
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Nothing is more curious, and at the fame time ridi

culous, than the drefs of people of fafhion during the

firft years af the reign of Louis XI. Figure to your-

felf a petit-maitre, with his hair flat and bufhy, dreffed
in a doublet Shaped like an under waillcoat, wliich

fcarcely covered his reins ; his breeches exceedingly
clofe, rifing very high, and his middle bound round

with ribands, in a moft whimfical manner, as may be

ftill feen in fome ancient paintings ; add to all this,
artificial fhoulders, in form cf a cufhion, which were

placed upon each fhoulder-blade, to make him appear

to have a large cheft, and to give him a lobuft and vi

gorous appearance. This Strange caricatura was ter

minated by fhoes, the points of which, for people of
tlie firft quality, were full two feet in length. The

populace had them only of fix inches : thofe were

what they called fhoes a la poulaine. They were in

vented by Henry Plantagenet, duke of Anjou, to con

ceal a very large excrefcence which be had upon one

of his feet. As this prince, the moft gallant and beau
tiful man of his age, gave the lead to the court, every

one was defirous of having fhoes hke his. Hence

comes the origin of the French proverb etre fur un

grandpied. Under Francis I. and his fucceffors, the

form of the men's drefs began to approach perfedtion f

but under the good Henry IV. it became preferable to

that which we have fince adopted, and which ftill fub-

fifts. The moft ufeful of all modes, and that which

will furvive all others, though it has found many ene

mies in France, is die peruke.—Eccleliaft ics were long
forbidden to wear one imchurck In 1685, a camion

of the cathedral of Beauveais.was prevented bom cele

brating mafs, becaufe he wore a peruke. He, how

ever, depofited it in the hands of two notaries, at the

entrance into the choir, and preceded againft the vio

lence
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knee offered him. In 1689, feveral oraturians
*
were

difmiffed from their order, becaufe they had put on

perukes. At that time they were veiy large, but at

prefent every thing is fo much changed, that even

phyficians, who formerly confidered an enormous p«s

ruke as the balk of their reputation, feem to difdain

th.t ornament. Several have adopted the bag, and

perhaps we Shall foon fee them preforming their morn

ing vifits with a long queue.

When bags began firft to be in fafliion, people never

wore them except when in diShabille ; in vifits of cere

mony one could not appear but with the hair tied m a

riband, and floating over the fhoulders. This is abfo-

lutely contrary te» our prefent faShion.
In the early periods of the monarchy, the ladies

fearccly paid any attention to drefs. It would appear

that they thought of nothing elfe than pleafing their

hufk"ids, and of giving a proper education to their

children, and that the reft of their time was employed
in family concerns, and rural economy. If their drefs

was fubjea to little change in thofe primitive times, we

ought not to be aftonifhed to fee the fair fex indem

nify themfelves at prefent for their long inaaion.

Their dreft, however, has experienced the fame reV*>-

h tions as that of the men. There was a time when

their robes rofe fo high, dirt they abfolutely covered

the breaft ; but imder Chr.iles VI. Queen Ifabella of

1'avaria, as remnri able for her gallantry as her he.uitv,

brought back the fafhion of leaving the Shoulders and

part of the neck uncovered.

Let u hear ..hit Juvenal ties Urfrs fays refpeaing
the manner k which the women dreiftd their heads.
"

Both married and unmarried ladies were verv extra-

vag;. it in their drefs ar.d wore caps wonderfully high
and

A ennrn-j; t on of pn\fk inftituted in France, by Cardinal
Je B,euiie, and ..rpre-ved by the i\ jx; in 1613.



286 HISTORICAL SKETCHES

and large, having two great ears at each fide, which

were of fuch a magnitude, that when they wiShed to

enter a door, it w*as impoffible for them.
" About tliat

time, the famous Carmdite, Thomas Cenare, exercifed

Iris oratorical talents againft thefe caps. His efforts

were at firft fuccefsful ; but his triumph was of Short

duration, and they again rofe to a prodigious degree ;

they however, at length, became entirely out of

fefhion.

The reign of Charles VII. brought back the ufe of

ear-rings, bracelets, and collars. Some year6 before

the death of that prince, the drefs of the ladies was

ridiculous in the higheft degree. They wore robes fo

exceedingly long, that feveral yards of the train dragged
behind; the fleeves were fo wide, that they fwept the

ground; and their heads were loft under immenfe

bonnets, which were three fourths of their breadth in

height. To this whimfical fafhion another fucceeded,
which was no lefs fo. The ladies placed a kind of

cufhion upon their heads, loaded with ornaments, which

displayed the worft tafte imaginable. This head-drefs

was fo large, that it was two yards in breadth. At

that period it was abfolutely neceffary to enlarge the
doors of all the houfes. From this extremity, the fair

fexpaffed to another no lefs extravagant. They adopt
ed the ufe of bonnets fo exceedingly low, and they ar

ranged the hair in fo clofe a manner, that they appeared
as if their heads had been fhaven. On the death of

Charles VIII. Anne of Bretagne, his queen, intro

duced the ufe of the black veil, which fhe always wore.

The ladies of her court adopted it alfo, and ornamented

it with red and purple fringes ; but the cits, improving

upon this mode, enriched it with pearls and clafps of

gold.
It was under the reign of Francis I. that the women

began to turn up their hair. Margaret, queen of Nat

va-re, frizzed that on the temples, ai.d turned back

that
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rhat before. This princefs Occafionally added to this

head-drefs a fmall bonnet of velvet or fen, ornamen'-

ed with pearls and jewels, and placed over it a fmall

tuft of feathers. Such a fafliion was very becoming,
and this peihups is the firft period when the ladiks be-

gan to drefs with any tafte. A revolution was atfo»

hitely rcqiiilite. The gallant and voluptuous reign of
Catherine de Med'c's neceffarily brought about a happy
change in the French fafhions. It was about this tine

that the chaperon or hood appeared. This mode con

tinued a long time, becaufe the fumptuary laws efla-

bliihed a diSTkaion in the Stuff whkh compofed it.

The hoods of ladies of qoality were of velvet, and thofe
of citizens of plain cloth. La Bourcirr, nridv ife to

M uy of Media's, obtained an exprefs order from the

king. to wear one of velvet. Of all the fumptuary
hvru made at different periods, none had fo hidden an

effea as the edict of Henry the Great in 1604. This

monarch, after having forbid his fubjeCts to wear either

gold or filver upon their dreffes, adds,
"

except, how

ever, ladies of pleafure and pick -pockets, for whom we

are not lb far interefted as to do them the honor of

attending to their condua." This ordinance was at
tended with the proper effea, and neither ladies of

pleafure nor pick-pockets took any advantage of their
permiffion.
The French ladies in the prefent day have made fuch

a rapid progrefs in the art of fetting off their charm-,
that they are now followed by all the ladies in Europ .

We have Seen modes of different kinds fucceed ore

.mother with inconceivable rapiditv. Names of all
forts have been exhaufted. Four volumes would fcarcriy
contain the nomenclature of all the novelties which the
inventive genius of the ladies has devikd in the laft
ten years. But this is not all, the fair fex have fo far

disfigured nature, that one muft look at them very
v'ofely not to be miftaken. Their cavalier gait, the

blacfe
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black hat, die riding coat, and the cane which they
have adopted, have given them almoft the appearance
of men. Such a diefs does not at all become them,
and we cannot help faying, that it deftroys all their
graces.
Let us now make a few obfervations on the advan

tages and difadvantages of female drefs ; and let us

begin' with the onr-iments of the head, which msy be

called the citadel of coquetry.
Ar, the head-drefs fhould be confidered only as an

acceffary part, whenever its height exceeds the length
cf the face, it produces a difagreeable effea ; and this

elfea will become more fenfible in a woman wdiofe phy-
fiogier.iy is fmall, tk.n in one who has Roman features.

The former can derive no advantage but from flight
ornaments wdiich do not occupy much fpace ; She-muft

always avoid large figures and Straight lines. A head-

drefs which comes ;^o far forward on the head of a

woman who has a fmall nofe and a flat chin, will ren

der thefe blemishes more fenfible, whilft fuch a drefs

will admirably become one who has a prominent chin

and a large nofe.

Beautiful eyes lofe great part of their Splendour un

der large hats worn as they are at prefent. Tin's head-

drefs oueriit to be the refource of thofe ladies who can

boaft of nothing but a pretty mouth, and an agreeable
fmile. The cokuis of gauze and ribands employed
to ornament the head, ought to be fuited to that of

the hair and complexion. This care adds much to the

graces of nature. It muft, howrever, be allowed, that

the ladies underftand the harmony of colours much bet

ter than the relation of forms.

*%. The advantages of an elegant figure are often loft

by the ridiculous feb1y of wifliing to appear very flen-

der. One needs only ftudy the Shape of the fupurb

antique ftatue of Venus, to be convinced that the

beauty of proportion is hurt as much by too flender
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and uniform, as by too clumfy a waift. It mi: ft be

obferved alfo, that too narrow boddice -md ft-ys abk-

lutely deftroy gracefulnefs and eafe. The motions be

come ib'SF, and the attitudes confine 1 ; beiides fpeaking
of the fatal accidents which may arife from this violence

oiie i e'd to Nature.

1 depravation vf tafte in regard to drefs was form?

years ago carried to a great kngtk Very corpulent
women wished to incrcaSe thrir Ike by cork -.norms,

which women who were too (lender, had ingenkik 7

invented to fupply what Nature had refufed them. We

have feen fome of a very diminutive fize, who by the

help of this ridiculous piece of furniture feemed to

have accpiired as much dimensions in breadth as in

height.
Thole ornaments which ire intended to ?.dom na

ture ought to be fimple and light. The Grecian la-

iks who knew fo well how to make die moft of their

charms, took great care never to ufe veil; but cf the

moft pliable ft oils. Thefe veils yielded to their various
mot ions, and added to the natural graceful nek of their

perfons. All the ancient Ik.tuc.?, therefore, brought
us from that countiy, which gave birth to the arte, aie

admired by artifls anel connoikem-; for a charadtercf

liglitnefs and eafe which can never be furpaffeck
It is wrong to believe, that cold climates fhckd pre

vent people from wearing thin eheifes ; by means cf

furred cloaks, which may be ufed in the on n ;:k one

may wear an under drefs of the lighted! dmTpokhk.
The manner in wliich the Ruflim lakes drefs, mr.y ferve
as a proof of \\ hat we have here rdvarced ; burta pro

per medium ought to be chferTrd between drtiik
wbkn:: e too clumfy, and thofe wire';, on r.cccrmt cf
their thimuk, might give cfkr.ee to'decencv. A wo

man who expofes heifek to thefe ii conveniences does
not undwi-flandhcr own kti-u.l.
k was above dl iu the arrreme-r mt cf the kkth t

C ■: tbi



29° HISTORICAL SKETCHES

the Greek Irkies excelled, efpccklly with regard to

Simplicity. We muft allow, that the ladies drefs bet
ter at prefent than i omerly : and that they are nearer

to ;ei reckon tl n; they were feme years ngo. A flight
downing begins already to appear in the manner in

which they drefs there hair, and there is reafon to hope
that they will mr ke a very rapid progreri in this part of
the bufinefs of the toilet, efpeeklly if they confult

ns'.ure and good artifts.

Nothing is more r.grceakk and becoming than to

wear the hair floating over the Shoulders. It is much

to be wiShed that the ladies would adhere to this cuf-

tcm. The curls which they have adopted before,
w.iulei become them ranch better, were they lefs regu

lar, snd difpofed with more tafte.

When by fome lucky chance o woman has attained

almoft to perfection in the rat of dreffing, that is to

fay, in the art of knowing what beft becomes lur, She

(>ught to be very nice in her choice of new faShions. In

an age fo frivolous as the prefent, the lofs of a lover may
be the confequence of even fuch a trifling circumftance

r : thnt cf tr.e hat being wrong placed, or turned too

much to the right or the left. When a paffion is

founded only upon trifle ., ought we to be fkrpkk d that

a trifle fhould deftroy it ?

Art ilk, who have fpent their lives in ftudy ing the

beauties of nature, ere the beft judges in this refpea.
Thev done have the privilege of fixing the public opi-
"kn in fueh matters. Tl is is really their province.
The time •?. pekaps not far diftant, when the kir fex,.
bettei r-quainted with their dear. ft ktcrcrk, will in

vite them to tbciv tcilets, and confider them as the

arbiters of ta'k-. r ^vourcd then by the graces and by
be?uty, ?nd envied by all the other claffe 3 ofmen, they
will be indemnified with ufury for that negledt with
v. • kh they have fo leng been treated. But a great
■<:■ cktion xnit take place bcfeic that happy eky ar

rives.
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rives. At that epocha, eve-y thing will return to its

piimitivc order, and, accordkg to the French proverb,
i very man will be in ik own place , and every abbe in
liis benefice.

: :XocooC'..";<;oCc -.^■o-c-.oc,

CHAP. LXkVIlk

ON LOOKING AT TUE IMCTURE OF A REAUTIfUl

rCMALE.

JjfHAT da' -ding leauthsfirike mv rnvhVd eyr,
andfill my foul with pleafure ar I

'

furbrife !
lit hat Ltamtngfweeln.fi fmiles upon that face I
How mil, I, y i how majejlic evVy grace 1
In thofe It'.nlt eyes wh.tt more ihati mimic fire
BenignlyJhmr, , end kindles gay defire

'

"

Tel eta.fi. , A Mo I //,-, far white-rob'd dame,
Tn-a,;da„tfits to del lie rifc- dan:

Jkrr Ak,,.v made the her peealiar care .

H as everj mi fo exquifitcly fi;ir ?
) es, onre .here was aform thus heavray irhht
Be! now '.is vtil'd in everhjlin* night •

°
' '

E.rh nlary which that lovely fie could boafi,'■■■■>- -r
ry charm, in trace! k ,/,,/? /,. foa .

J

At unregarded heap r.fn;a /;,,
J '

™fi™ which lu.ly drew ten thoufitnd c-cs.IV but nn.T r, .. 11., . y. -

) r, "?.'cJfJ:ft>"l*tigfmsles thojPcheeks ccL
"<-'.'- rofy tinclurejlam'd tie rifin* morn ;No ^re with /paring radiance fhir.e thofeNor over thofe the fJU crJ:a r£ .

J

^•W™ "■'"'', "'htysff accentsflow,A or Uses on thefnowy forehead bhw ;

All,
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All, all are cropp'd by d-ath's impartial hand,
Charms could not bribe, nor beauty's pow'r withfiand:
Not all that crowd of wondrous charms couldfive
Thefair pojfejfor from the dreary grave.
How frail is beauty, tranfient, fafe and vain I

Itflies with morn, and rider returns again.
Death, cruel ravager, delighfs to prey
Upon the young, the lovely and the gav.
If death appear not, oft corroding pain,
With piningfieknefs in her languid train,

Blights youth's gay fpring with feme untimely blafi,
And lays the bloomingfield of beauty wafie :
Butfhould thefe Jpare, Jlill time creeps on apace,
And plucks with wither'd hand each winning grace ;
The eyes, lips, cheeks, and bofom he difarms,
No artfrom him canjhield exterior charms.

But wouldyou, fair ones be efieem'd, approv'd,
And with an everlafiing ardor lov'd ;
Wouldyou in wrinkled age admirersfind,
In ev'ry female virtue drefs the mind ;
Adorn the heart, and teach the foul to charm,
And when the eyes no more the breaft can warm,

Thefe ever-bloomirig beuutiesJhall infpire
Each gen'rous heart with Jricndjhip's facredfire ;

Thefe charmsfhall neither wither, fade, norfiy ;

Pain, ficknefs, time, and death, they dare defy*
When the pale tyrant's handfhallfealyour doom,
And lock your afhes in the filent tomb,

Thefe beautiesfhall in double hiflre rife,
Shine round the foul, and weft it to thejkies*

•

THE END.
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