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ADVERTISEMENT.

O give a brief detail of the hiftory of the
T Fair Sex—to infpire them with a {enfe
of their value and importance— to excite
them to laudable purfuits—to teach them
that

 Virtue alone is happinefs below 5

that an amiable conduct can only fecure love
and efteem—and to furnith them with inno-
cent amufement—is the defign of this little
work.

The following authors have been confulted
for materials : Do&ors Robertfon, Alex-
ander, Hawkefworth, Goldfmith, Gregory,
Fordyce, and Schomberg ; Profeflors Fergu-
fon and Miller ; Fenelon, Montaigne, Tho-

mas, Grofley, Knox, and Hayley; Lady
Pennington, Mrs. Kinderfley, and others.
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OF THE FIRST WOMAN, AND HER ANTEDILUViIiAN
DESCENDANTS.

HE great Creator, having formed man of the
T duft of the earth, ¢ made a deep fleep to fall
¢ upon him, and took one of his ribs, and clofed up
¢ the fleth inftead thereof. And the rib, which the
¢ Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman,
¢ and brought her unto the man.”” Hence the fair
fex, in the opinion of fome authors, being formed of
matter doubly refined, derive their fuperior beauty
and excellence.

Not long after the creation, the firft woman was
tempted by the ferpent to eat of<the fruit of a certain
tree, in the midft of the garden of Eden, with regard
to which God had faid, “ Ye fhall not eat of it, nei-
“ ther fhall ye touch it, left ye die.”

This deception, and the fatal confequences arifing
from it, furnifh the moft interefting ftory in the whole
hiftory of the fex,

B It
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It is related, that Eve, not being able, for fome
time, to make her hufband partake of the forbidden
fruit, at laft broke down a branch from the tree of
knowledge, and, making it into a cudgel, by that pow-
erful argument, foon prevailed on him to tafte it.

Mofes does not aflign any reafon why the offering
of Cain was rejected, and that of Abel accepted. An
oriental tradition, however, fupplies this defe&, and
informs us, that, as Cain and Abel had each of them
a twin-fifter, Adam propofed that Cain fhould marry
the twin-fiter of Abel, and Abel the twin-fifter of
Cain ; becaufe he thought it was proper they fhould
marry thofe that were feemingly the leaft related to
them. Cain’s twin-fiter being handfomer than the
other, he would not agree to the propofal. Adam,
difpleafed at his difobedience, determined to fubmit
the matter to the decifion of the Supreme Being; and,
accordingly, ordered his fons to bring each an offering
before the Lord. On the offerings being brought, and
that of Abel accepted, Cain’s jealoufy and refentment
rofe to fuch a pitch, that, as foon as they came down
from the mount where they had been facrificing, he
fell upon his brother and flew him. And thus a wo-
man was the caufe, not only of the firft quarrel, but
of the firft introdu€tion of death.

For this cruel and barbarous aéion, Cain and his
pofterity, being banithed from the reft of the human

race, indulged themfelves in every fpecies of wicked-.

nefs. On this account, it is fuppofed, they were call<
ed the Sons and Daughters of Men. The pofterity of
Seth, on the other hand, became eminent for virtue,
and a regard to the divine precepts. By their regular
and amiable conduct, they acquired the appellation of
Sons and Daughters of God.

After the deluge there is a chalm in the hiftory of
women, until the time of the patriarch Abraham. They

then begin to be introduced into the facred fory. ?ale-
ve
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veral of their a&tions are recorded. The laws, cuftoms,
and ufages, by which they were governed, are fre-
quently exhibited.

OF WOMEN IN THE PATRIARCHAL AGES.

H E condition of women, among the ancient pa-

triarchs, appears to have been but extremely in-
different. 'When Abraham entertained the angels, fent
to denounce the deftruétion of Sodom, he feems to have
treated his wife as a menial fervant: ¢ Make ready
 quickly,” faid he to her, ¢ three meafures of fine
« meal, knead it, and make cakes on the hearth.”

In the whole early hiftory of the people of Ifracl,
there is hardly one inftance of a woman having been
treated with indulgence, or of a captive having expe-
rienced humanity.

In many parts of the Eaft, water is only to be met
with deep in the earth, and to draw it from the
wells is, confequently, fatiguing and laboriovs. 'This,
however, was the tafk of the daughters of Jethro the
Midianite; to whom fo little regard was paid, either
on account of their fex, or the rank of their father, as
high-prieft of the country, that the neighbouring ‘thep-
herds not only infulted them, but forcibly took from
them the water they had drawn.

This was the tafk of Rebecca, who not only drew
water for Abraham’s fervant, but for his camels alfo,
while the fervant ftood an idle fpe&ator of the toil. Is
it not natural to imagine, that, as he was on an embalfly
1o court the damfel for Ifaac, his mafter’s fon, he

would
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would have exerted his utmoft efforts to pleafe, and
become acceptable ?

When he had concluded his bargain, and was carrying
her home, we meet with a circumftance worthy of re-
mark., When the firft approached Ifaac, who had
walked out into the fields to meet her, fhe did it in
the moft fubmiflive manner, as if fhe had been ap-
proaching a lord and mafter, rather than a fond and paf-
fionate lover. From this circumitance, as well as from
feveral others, related in the facred hiftory, it would
feem that women, inftead of endeavouring, as in mo-
dern times, to perfuade the world that they confer an
immenfe favour on a lover, by deigningito accept of
him, did not fcruple to confefs, that the obligation
was conferred on themfelves.

This was the cafe’ with Ruth, who had laid her
down at the feet of Boaz ; and being afked by him
who fhe was, anfwered, ¢ I am Ruth, thine hand-
“ maid ; {pread, therefore, thy fkirt over thine hand-
“ maid, for thou art a near kinfman.”

When Jaccb went to vifit his uncle Laban, he met
Rachal, Laban’s daughter, in the ficlds, attending cn
the flocks of her father.

In a much later period, Tamar, one of the daugh-
ters of king David, was fent by her father to perform
the fervile office of making cakes for her brother
Amncn.

The fimplicity of the times in which thefe things
happéred, no doubt, very much invalidates the ftrength
of the conclufions that naturally arife from them. But,
in {pite of that fimplicity, it {till appears that women
were not then treated even with the fhadow of the deli-
cacy which they have happily experienced among
people more polithed and refined.

Are there not, however, other proofs that women
were treated in an indignant manner, in the primitive
ages? Yes. Hulbands had a difcretionary power of

divorcing
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divorcing their wives, without affigning any reafon for
it, but becaufe they were not agrecable to them. Po-
lygamy alfo generally prevailed ; which is fo contrary
to the inclination of the fex, and fo deeply wounds
the delicacy of their feelings, that it is impoffible for
any woman voluntarily to agree toit, even where it is
authorized by cuftom and by law. Wherever thetefore,
polygamy takes place, we may affure ourfelves that
women have but little authority, and have fcarcely ar-
rived at any confequence in fociety.

O 607wl oy i

ON THE WOMEN OF ANCIENT EGYPT.

HEREVER the human race live {olitary, and-

unconneted with each other, they are favage

and barbarous. Wherever they aflociate together, that

affociation produces fofter mauners, and a more en~
gaging deportment.

The Egyptians, from the nature of; their country,
annually overflowed by the Nile, had no wild beafts
to hunt, nor could they procure any thing by fithing.
On thefe accounts, they were under a neceflity of an-
plying themfelves to agriculture, a kind of lite which
naturally brings mankind together, for mutual conve-
nience and affiftance.

They were, likewife, every year, during the inun-
dation of the river, obliged to affemble together, and
take fhelter, either on the rifing grovsds, or in the
houfes, which were raifed upon piles, above the reach
of the waters. Here, almoft every employment being
fufpended, and the men and women long confined topre-
ther, a thoufand inducements, not to be found in a

& Bz folitary



[ i.ISTORICAL SKETCHES

folitary ftate, would naturally prompt them to render
themfelves agreeable to each other. Hence their man-
ners would begin, more early, to afflume a fofter po-
lih, and more elegant refinement, than thofe of the
other nations who furrounded them.

The pradtice of confining women, inftituted by jea-
loufy, and maintained by unlawful power, was not
adopted by the ancient Egyptians. This appears from
the ftory of Pharoah’s daughter, who was going with
her train of maids to bathe in the river, when the found
Mofes hid among the reeds. It is ftill more evident,
from that of the wife of Potiphar, who, if fthe had
been confined, could not have found the opportunities
fhe did, to folicit Jofeph to her adulterous embrace.

The queens of Egypt had the greateft attention paid
to them. They were more readily obeyed than the
kings. It is alfo related, that the hufbands were, in
their marriage-contraéts, obliged to promife obedience
to their wives; ¢ an obedience,”. fays an ingenious au-
thor*, ¢ which, in our modeérn times, we are often
¢ obliged to perform, though our wives entered into the
¢ promife.”

The behaviour of Solomon to Pharcah’s daughter
is a convincing proof that more honour and refpe¢t was
paid to the Egyptian women, than to thofe of any
other people. Solomon had many other wives befides
this princefs, and was married to feveral of them before
her, which, according to the Jewith law, ought to
have entitled them to a preference. But, notwith-
ftanding this, we hear of no particular palace having been
built for any of the others, nor of the worthip of any
of their gods having been introduced into Jerufalem.
But a magnificent palace was ere€ted for Pharoah’s
daughter ; and fhe was permitted, though exprefsly
contrary to the laws of Ifrael, to worthip the gods of
her own country.

CHAPE
* Dr. Alexander.
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CF THE MODERN EGYPTIAN WOMEN.

HE women of modern Egypt are far from being

on fo refpe&table a footing as they were in an-

cient times, or as the European women are at prefent.

In Europe, women aét parts of great confequence,

and often reign fovereigns on the world’s vaft theatre.

They influence manners and morals, and decide on

the moft important events. The fate of nations is
frequently in their hands.

How different is their fituation in Egypt! There
they are bound down by the fetters of flavery, con-
demned to fervitude, and have no influence in public
affairs. Their empire is confined within the walls of
the Harem*. There are their graces and charms
entombed. The circle of their life extends not beyond
their own family and domeftic duties.

Their firft care is to educate their children; and a
numerous pofterity is their moft fervent wifh. Mo-
thers always fuckle their children. This is exprefsly
commanded by Mahomet: Let the mother fuckle her
child full tavo years, if the child does not quit the breaft;
but fhe fball be permitied to wean it, awith the confent of
Ler hufband.

The harem is the cradle and fchool of infancy.
The new-born feeble being is not there {fwaddled and
filleted up in a fwathe, the fource of a thoufand dif-
eafes. Laid naked on a mat, expofed in a vaft cham-
ber to the pure air, he breathes freely, and with his
delicate limbs fprawls at pleafure. The new ele-
ment, in which he is to live, is not entered with pain
and tears. Daily bathed beneath his mother’s eye,

he

* The women’s apartment.
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he grows apace. Free to a&, he trics his coming
powers ; rolls, crawls, rifes; and, fhould he fall, can-
not much hurt himfelf on the carpet or mat which
covers the floor.

The daughter’s education is the fame.  Whale-
bone and bufks, which martyr European girls, they
know not. They are only covered with a fhift
until fix years old: and the drefs they afterwards
wear confines none of their limbs, but fuffers the
body to take its true form ; and nothing is more un-
common than ricketty children, and crocked people.
In Egypt, man rifes in all his majefty, and woman
difplays every charm of perfon.

Subje& to the immutable laws by which cuftom go-
verns the Eaft, the women do not aflociate with the
men, not even at table, where the union of fexes pro-
duces mirth and wit, and makes food more fweet.
When the great incline to dine with one of their
wives, fhe is informed, prepares the apartment, per-
fumes it* with precious eflences, procures the moft
delicate viands, and receives her lord with the utmoift
attention and refpect.

Among the common people, the women ufually
ftand, or fit in a corner of the rcom, while the huf-
band dines.  They often hold the bafon for him to
wafth, and ferve him at table.

Cuftoms like thefe, which the Europeans rightly
call barbarous, and exclaim againft with juftice, ap-
pear fo natural in Egypt, that they do not fufpeét it
can be otherwife ellfewhere. ' Such is the power of
habit over men. What has been for ages, he fup-
pofes a law of nature.

The Egyptian women, once or twice a weeck, are
permitted to go to the bath, and vifit female relations
and friends. They receive each others vifits very
affeCtionately. When a lady enters the harem, the
miftrefs rifes, takes her hand, prefles it to her bofom,

kifles,
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kiffes, and makes her fit down by her fide; a flave
haftens to take her black mantle; fhe is entreated to
be at eafe, quits her veil, and difcovers a floating robe
tied round the waift with a fath, which perfeéily dif-
plays her fhape. She then receives compliments
according to their manner. « Why, my mother, or
“ my filler, have you been fo long abfent ? We fighed
“ to fee you! Your prefence is an honour to our houfe!
« Tt is the happinefs of our lives !”’

Slaves prefent coffee, fherbet, and confeionary.
They laugh, talk, and play. A large difh is placed
on the fofa, on which are oranges, pomegranates,
bananas, and excellent melons. Water, and rofe-
water mixed, are brought in an ewer, and with them
a filver bafon to wafh the hands; and loud glee and
merry converfation feafon the meal. The chamber is
perfumed by wood of aloes, in a brazier ; and, the
repaft ended, the flaves daace to the found of cymbals,
with whom the miftrefles often mingle. At parting
they feveral times repeat, God keep you in health !
« Heaven grant you a numerous offspring ! Heaven
« preferve your children; the delight and glory of
“ your family !” 2

When a vifitor is in the harem, the hufband muft
not enter. It is the afylum of hofpitality, and can-
not be violated without fatal confequences; a che-
rithed right, which the Egyptian woraen carefully
maintain, being interefted in its prefervation. A lover,
difguifed like a woman, may be introduced into the
harem, and it is neceffary he fhould remain undif-
covered ; death would otherwife be his reward. In -
that country, where the paffions are excited by the
climate, and the difficulty of gratifying them, love
often produces tragical events.

The Egyptian women, guarded by their eunuchs,
go alfo upon the water, and enjoy the charming
profpe@ts of the banks of the Nile. Their cabins

are
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are pleafant, richly embellithed, and the boats \_Nell
carved and painted. They are known by the blinds
over the windows, and the mufic by which they are
accompanied.

When they cannot go abroad, they endeavour to be
merry in their prifon. Toward fundetting, they go
on the terrace, and take the frefh air among the flow-
ers which are there carefully reared. Here they
often bathe ; and thus, at once, enjoy the ccol, lim-
pid water, the perfume of cdorifercus plants, the
balmy air, and the ftarry hoft, which fhine in the
firmament.

Thus Bathfheba bathed, when David beheld her
from the roof of his palace.

Such is the ufual life of the Egyptian women.
"Their duties are to educate their children, take care of
their houfehcld, and live retired with their family:
their pleafures, to vifit, give feafls, in which they
often yield to exceflive mirth and licentioufnefs, go on
the water, take the air in orange groves, and liften to
the Almai. They deck themlelves as carefully to re-
ceive their acquaintance, as European women do
to allure the men. Ufually mild and timid, they be-
come daring and furious, when under the dominion of
violent love. Neither locks nor grim keepers can
then preferibe bounds to their paffions; which,
though death be fufpended over their heads, they
fearch the means to gratify, and are feldom unfuccefsful.

[l 10 i Gl 143

OF THE PERSIAN WOMEN.

EVERAL hiftorians, in mentioning the ancient
Perfians, have dwelt with peculiar {everity on

the manner in which they treated their women.
Jealous,
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Jealous, almoft to diftration, they confined the whole
fex with the ftriteft attention, and could not bear that
the eye of a ftranger {hould behold the beauty whom
they adored.

When Mahomet, the great legiflator of the mo-
dern Perfians, was juft expiring, the laft advice that
he gave to his faithful adherents, was, “ Be watchful
“ of your religion, and your wives.” Hence they
pretend to derive not only the power of confining,
but alfo of perfuading them, that they hazard their
falvation, if they look upon any other man befides
their hufbands. The Chriftian religion informs us,
that in the other world they neither marry, nor are
given in marriage. The religion of Mahomet teaches
us a different doétrine, which the Perfians believing,
carry the jealoufy of Afia to the fields of Elyfium
and the groves of Paradife; where, according to
them, the bleffed inhabitants have their eyes placed
on the crown of their heads, left they fhould fee the
wives of their neighbours.

LEvery circumitance in the Perfian hiftory tends
to perfuade us, that the motive, which induced them
to confine their women with fo much care and folici-
tude, was only exuberance of love and affe®ion. In
the enjoyment of their {miles, and their embraces, the
happinefs of the men confifted, and their approbation
was an incentive to deeds of glory and of heroifm.
For thefe reafons they are faid to have been the firft
who introduced the cultom of carrying their wives and
concubines to the field, ¢ That the fight,” faid they,
“ of all that is dear to us, may animate us to fight
¢ more valiantly.”

To offer the lealt violence to 2 Perfian woman, was
to incur certain death from her hufband or guardian,
¥iven their kings, though the moft abfolute in the uni-
verfe, could not alter the manners or cuftoms of the
country, which related to the fair fex.

Widely
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Widely different from this is the prefent ftate of
Perfia. By a law of that country, their monarch is
now authorized to go, whenever he pleafes, into the
harem of any of his fubjects; and the fubje&, on
whofe prerogative he thus encroaches, fo far from ex-
erting his ufual jealoufy, thinks himfelf highly ho-
noured by fuch a vifit.

A laughable ftory, on this fubje&, is told of Shah
Abbas, who having got drunk at the houfe of one of
his favourites, and intending to go into the apart-
ment of his wives, was ftopped by the door-keeper,
who bluntly told him, “ Not a man, fir, befides my
¢ mafter, fhall put a muftacho here, fo longas I am
¢ porter.” ¢ What,” faid the king,  doft thou not
¢ knowme P’ ¢ Yes,” anfwered the fellow, I know
¢ you are king of the men, but not of the women.”
Shah Abbas, pleafed with the anfwer, 4nd the fide-
lity of the fervant, retired to his palace. The fas
vourite, at whofe houfe the adventure happened, as
foon as he heard it, went and fell at his mafters feet,
intreating that he would not impute to him the crime
committed by his domeftic. He likewife added, < I
¢ have already turned him away from my fervice for
¢ his prefumption.”— I am glad of it,” anfwered
the king ; “ I will take him into my fervice for his
¢ fidelity.”

C A RSV

OF THE GRECIAN WOMEN.

T is obferved by an able panegyrift for the fair,

¢ That the greateft refpe&t has always been paid

¢ them by the wilcit and beft of nations.”” If this
be
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be true, the Greeks certainly forfeited one great claim
to that wifdom which has always been attributed to
them ; for we have good reafon to believe, that they
regarded their women only as inftruments of raifing up
members to the ftate.

In order to efteem the fex, we muft do more than
{ee them. By focial intercourfe, and a mutual reci-
procation of good offices, we muft become acquainted
with their worth and excellence. This, to the Greeks,
was a pleafure totally unknown. As the women lived
retired in their own apartments, if they had any amia-
ble qualities, they were buried in perpetual obfcurity.
Even hufbands were, in Sparta, limited as to the time
and duration of the vifits made to ‘their wives; and it
was the cuftom at meals for the two fexes always to
cat feparately.

The apartments deftined for the women, in order
to keep them more private, were always in the back
and generally in the upper part, of the houfe. The
famous Helen is faid to have had her chamber in the
loftieft part of it ; and fo wretched were their dwel-
lings, that even Penelope, queen of Ulyfles, feems to
have defcended from hers by a ladder.

Unmarried women, whether maids or widows, were
under the ftrictelt confinement. The former; indeed,
were not allowed to pafs without leave from one part
of the houfe to another, left they thould be feen.

New married women were almoft as firictly con-
fined as virgins. ermione was feverely reproved by
her old duenna, for appearing out of doors; a free-
dom, which, fhe tells her, was not ufually taken by
women in her fituation, and which would endanger her
reputation {hould fhe happen to be feen.

Ariftophanes introduces an’ Athenian lady, loudly
complaining, that women were confined to their cham-
bers, under lock and key, and guarded by mattiffs,
goblins, orany thing that could frighten away admirers.

The
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The confinement, however, of the Grecian women,
does not appear, in fome cafes, to have been fo much
_the effe& of jealoufy, as of indifference. The men
did not think them proper companions; and that ig-
norance, which is the refult of a reclufe life, gave
them too good reafon to think fo. Nothing in
Greece was held in eftimation, but valour and elo-
quence.  Nature had difqualified the fair fex for both.
They were therefore confidered as mean and contemp-
tible beings, much beneath the notice of heroes and of
orators, who feldom favoured them with their com-
pany. Thus deferted by a fex which ought to be
the fource of knowledge, the underftandings of the
women were but fhallow, and their company unintereft-
ing; circumftances which invariably happen in every
country where the two fexes have little communication
‘with each other.

In perufing the Grecian hiftory, we every where
meet with the moft convincing proofs of the low
condition of their women. Xomer confiders Helen,
the wife of Menelaus, of little other value than as a
part of the goods which were ftolen along with her ;
and the reftitution of thefe, and of her, are commonly
mentioned in the fame fentence, in {uch a manner, as
to fhew, that fuch reftitution would be confidered as
a full reparation of the injury fuftained.

The fame author, in celebrating Penelope, the wife
of Ulyfles, for refufing in his abfence fo many fuitors,
does mnot appear to place the merit of her conduc, in
a fuperior regard to chaftity, or in love to her-huf-
band ; but in preferving to his family the dowry fhe
had brought along with her, which, on a fecond mar-
riage, muft have been reftored to her father Icarius.

Telemachus is always reprefented as a moft dutiful
fon. But, notwithftanding this, we find him reprov-
ing his mother in a manner which fhews that the
fex, in gencral, were not treated with foftnefs and

delicacy,
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delicacy, however dignified, or with whatever autho-
rity invefted.

« Your widowed hours, apart, with female toil,
And various labours of the loom, beguile.
There rule, from palace cares remote and free;
That care to man belongs, and moft to me.”

If we take a view of the privileges beltowed by
law or cuftom on the Grecian women, we {hall find,
that, in the earlier ages, they were allowed a vote in
the public affemblies. This privilege, however, was
afterwards taken from them. They fucceeded equally
with brothers to the inheritance of their fathers; and
to the whole of that inheritance, if they had no bro-
thers. But to this laft privilege was always annexed
a circumftance, which muft have been extremely dif-
agreeable to every woman of fentiment and feeling.
An heirefs was obliged, by the laws of Greece, to
marry her neareft relation, that the eftate might not
go out of the family ; and this relation, in cafe of a
refufal, had a right to'fue for the delivery of her per-
fon, as we do for goods and chattels.

He who divorced his wife was obliged either to re-
turn her dowry, or pay her fo much per month, by
way of maintenance. He who ravifhed a free woman
was obliged in fome ftates, to marry her, in others to
pay a hundred, and in others again, a thoufand
drachmas.

But, when we impartially confider the good and ill
treatment of the Grecian women, we find that the
balance was much againft them, and may therefore
conclude, that, though the Greeks were eminent in
arts, and illuftrious in arms; yet, in politenefs and
elegance of manners, the higheft pitch to which they
ever arrived, was only a few degrees above favage
karbarity,

In
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In the different wras of Grecian hiftory, however,
we muft not fuppofe that the women were always the
fame. It appears that the manners in the ifles of
Greece, in general, were much purer than on the
continent. * Thofe iflanders, by being lefs expofed to
foreign intercourfe, could more eafily preferve their
laws and their virtues. ‘The warlike convents of La-
cedemon, the nurferies only of foldiers, would be much
more rigid than the {miling retreats of Athens, whence
politenefs was propagated, and fafhion announced ;
and the city of Thebes, where a ruftic groflnefs fup-
plied the place of an elegant luxury, muft have been
very different from Corinth, which, on account of
its fituation and commerce, obtained the name cf
“ The Two Seas of Wealth and pleafure.”

T AP T,

OF THE GRECIAN COURTEZANS.,

F ' HE rank which the courtezans' enjoyed, even
in the brighteft ages of Greece, and particulaly
at Athens, it one of the greateft fingularities in the
manners of any people. By what circumitances could
that order of women, who debafe at once their own
fex and ours—in a country, where the women were
poflefled of modefly, and the men of fentiment, ar-
rive at diftinction, and {fometimes even at the higheit
degree of reputation and confequence ?—=Several rea-
fens may be afligned for that phenomenon in fociety.
In Greece, the courtezans were in fome meafure
conneted with the religion of the country. The
goddefs of Beauty hed her altars; and fhe was fup-
pofed to protet proftitution, which was to her a fPe-
cles
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cies of worfhip. The people invoked Venus in times
of danger ; and, after a battle, they thought they had
done honour to Miltiades and Themiftocles, becanfe
the Laifes and the Glyceras of the age had chaunted
hymns to their goddefs.

The courtezans were likewife connefted with reli-
gion, by means of the arts. 'Their perfons afforded
models for ftatues, which were afterwards adored in
the temples. Phrine ferved as a model to Praxiteles,
for his Venus of Cnidus. During the feafts of Nep-
tune, near Eleufis, Apelles having feen the fame
courtezan on the fea-fhore, without any other veil than
her loofe and flowing hair, was fo much ftruck with
her appearance, that he borrowed from it the idea of
his Venus rifing from the waves.

They were, therefore, conne@ed with ftatuary and
painting, as they furnifhed the pradifers of thofe arts
with the means of embellithing their works.

The greater part of them were fkilled in mufic;
and, as that art was attended with higher effelts in
Greece, than it has ever been in any other country, it
muft have poffefled, in their hands, an irrefiftible
charm.

Every one knows how enthufiaftic the Greeks-
were of beauty, They adored it in the temples.
They admired it in the principal works of art. They
ftudied it in the exercifes and the games. They
thought to perfe&t it by their marriages. They
offered rewards to it at the public feftivals. But
virtuous beauty was feldom to be feen. The modeit
women were confined to their own apartments, and
were vifited only by their hufbands and neareft rela-
tions. The courtezans offered themfelves every where
to view ; and their beauty, as might be expected, ob-
tained univerfal homage.

Society only can unfold the beauties of the mind.
Modelt women were excluded from it. The cour-

? Al tezans
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tezans of Athens, by living in public, and converfing
freely with all ranks of people, upon all manner of
fubjetts, acquired by degrees a knowledge of hiftory,
of philofophy, of policy, and a tafte in the whole
circle of the arts. Their ideas were more extenfive
and various, and their converfation was more {prightly
and entertaining, than any thing that was to be found
zmong the virtuous part of the fex. Hence their
houfes became the fchocls of elegance. The poets
and the painters went there to catch the fleeting
forms of grace, and the changeable features of ridi-
cule ; the muficians, to perfe¢t the delicacy of har-
mony ; and the philofophers, to colle& thofe particu-
lars of human life, which had hitherto efcaped their
obfervation.

The houfe of Afpafia was the refort of Socrates
and Pericles, as that of Ninon was of St. Evremont
and Condé. They acquired from thofe fair libertines
tafte and politenefs, and they gave them in exchange
knowledge and reputation.

Greece was governed by eloquent men; and the
celebrated courtezans, having an influence over thofe
orators, muft have had an influence on public affairs.
There was not one, not even the thundering, the
inflexible Demofthenes, fo terrible to tyrants, but was
fubjeéted to their fwvay. Of that great mafter of elo-
quence it has been faid, ¢ What he had been a whole
¢ year in eretting, a woman overturned in a day.”
That influence augmented their confequence; and
their talent of pleafing increafed with the occafions of
exerting 1t.

The laws and the public inftitutions, indeed, by
authorizing the privacy of women, fet a high value
on the fanétity of the marriage vow. But in Athens,
imagination, fentiment, luxury, the tafte in arts and
pleafures, was oppofite to the laws. The courtezans,

therefare,
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therefore, may be faid to have come in fupport of the
manners.

There was no check upon public licentioufnefs
but private infidelity, which concerned the peace of
families, was punifhed as a crime. By a ftrange and
perhaps unequalled fingularity, the men were cor-
rupted, yet the domeftic manners were pure. It feems
as if the courtezans had not been confidered to belong
to their fex; and, by a convention to which the
laws and the manners bended, while other women were
eftimated merely by their virtues, they were eftimated
only by their accomplifhments.

Thefe reafons will, in fome meafure, account for
the honours, which the votaries of Venus fo often re-
ceived in Greece. Otherwife we fhould have been at
alofs to conceive, why fix or feven writers had ex-
erted their talents to celebrate the courtezans of
Athens—why three great painters had uniformly
devoted their pencils to reprefent them on canvafs—
and why fo many poets had ftrove to immortalize
them in their verfes. We fhould hardly have be-
lieved that fo many illuftrious men had courted their
fociety—that Afpafia had been confulted in delibe-
rations of peace and war—that Phrine had a ftatue
of gold placed between the ftatues of two kings at
Delphos—that, after death, magnificent tombs had
been erected to their memory.

¢ The traveller,” fays a greek writer, ¢ who,
¢ approaching to Athens, fees on the fide of the way
¢ a monument which attrats his notice at a diftance,
« will imagine that it is the tomb of Miltiades or Pe-
¢ ricles,” or of fome other great man, who has done
¢ honour to his country by his fervices. He advances,
¢ he reads, and he learns that it is a courtezan of
¢ Athens who is interred with fo much pomp.”

Theopompus, in a letter to Alexander the Great,
{peaks aHo of the fame monument in words to the

following
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following effeét. ¢ Thus, after her death, is a prof
¢ titute honoured ; while not one of thofe brave war-
“ riors who fell in Afia, fighting for you and for the
« fafety of Greece, has fo much as a ftone erefted
% to his memory, or an infcription to preferve his
¢ afhes from infult.”

Such was the homage which that enthufiaftic
people, voluptuous and paflionate, paid to beauty.
More guided by fentiment than by reafon, and having
laws rather than principles, they banifhed their great
men, honoured their courtezans, murdered Socrates,
permitted themfelves to be governed by Afpafia, pre-
{erved inviolate the marriage-bed, and placed Phrine in
the temple of Apollo!

i

G Bl P VIIL
OF THE ROMAN WOMEN.

MONG the Romans, a graveand auftere peo-
ple, who, during five hundred years, were unac-
quainted with the elegancics and the pleafures of life,
and who, in the middle of furrows and fields of bat-
tle, were employed in tillage or in war, the man-
ners of the women were a long time as folemn and fe-
vere as thofe of the men, and without the fmalleft
mixture of corruption, or of weaknefs.

The time when the Roman women began to appear
in public, marks a particular zra in hiftory.

In the infancy of the city, and even until the con-
quett of Carthage, fhut up in their houfes, where a fim-
ple and ruftic virtue paid every thing to inftin&, and
nothing to elegance—{o nearly allied to barbarifm, as
only to know what it was to be wives and mothers—

chaifte
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chafte without apprehending they could be ctherwife
—tender and affetionate, before they had learned
the meaning of the words—occupied in duties, and
ignorant that there were other pleafures; they fpent
t%cir life in retirement, in domeftic ceconomy, in nurf-
ing their children, and in rearing to the republic a race
of labourcis, or of foldiers.

The Roman women, for many ages, were refpected
over the whole world. Their viétorious hufbands re-
vifited them with tranfport, at their return from battle.
They laid at their feet the fpoils of the enemy, and
endeared themfelves in their eyes, by the wounds
which they had received for them and for the ftate.
Thofe warriors often came from impofing commands
upon kings; and in their own houfes accounted it an
honour to obey. In vain the too rigid laws had
made them the arbiters of life and death. More pow-
erful than the laws, the women ruled their judges.
In vain the legiflature, forefeeing the wants which ex-
it only among a corrupt people, permitted divorce.
The indulgence of the polity was profcribed by the
manners.

Such was the influence of beauty at Rome, before
the licentious intercourfe of the fexes had corrupted
both. i

The Roman matrons do not feem to have pofleffed
that military courage which Plutarch has praifed in
certain Greek and Barbarian women: they partook
more of the nature of their fex ; or, at leaft, they de-
parted lefs from its charadter. Their firft quality was
decency. - Every one knows the ftory of Cato the
cenfor, who flabbeda Roman fenator for kiffing his own
wife in the prefence of his daughter.

To thefe auftere manners, the Roman women join-
ed an enthufiaftic love of their country, which dif-
covered itfelf upon many great occafions. On the
death of Brutus, they all clothed themfelves in mourn-

ing.
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ing. In the time of Coriolanus they faved the city.
That incenfed warrior, who had infulted the fenate
and the priefts, and who was fuperior even to the pride
of pardoning, could not refift the tears and entreaties
of the women. They melted his obdurate heart. The
fenate decreed them public thanks, ordered the men to
give place to them upon all occafions, caufed an altar to
be erefted for them on the fpot where the mother had
foftened her fon, and the wife her hufband ; and the
fex were permitted to add another ornament to their
head-drefs.

It is to be withed that our modern ladies could af-
fign as good a reafon for the fize of their caps.

The Roman women faved the city a fecond time,
when befieged by Brennus. They gave up all their
gold as its ranfom. For that inftance of their gene-
rofity, the fenate granted them the honour of having
funeral orations pronounced from the roftrum, in com-
mon with patriots and heroes.

After the battle of Cannz, when Rome had no other
treafures but the virtues of her citizens, the women
facrificed both their gold and their jewels. A new
decree rewarded their zeal.

Valerius Maximus, who lived in the reign of Ti-
berius, informs us that, in the fecond triumvirate, the
three affaffins who governed Rome, thirfting after
gold, no lefs than blood, and having already practifed
every fpecies of robbery, and worn out every me-
thod of plunder, refolved zo tax the womin. They im-
pofed 2 heavy contribution upon each of them. The
women fought an orator to defend their caufe, but
found none.  Nobody would reafon againft thofe who
had the power of life and death. The daughter of
~ the celebrated Hortenfius alone appeared. She re-
vived the memory of her father’s abilities, and fup-
ported with intripity her own caufe, and that of her
fex. 'The ruffians bluthed, and revoked their orders.

Hortenfia
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Hortenfia was conduéted home in triumph, and had
the honour of having given, in onec day, an example
of courage to men, a patern of eloquence to women,
and a I:}E)n of humanity to tyrants.

_ But the @ra of the talents of women at Rome is to
be found under the emperors. Society was then more
perfeéted by opulence, by luxury, by the ufe and abufe
of the arts, and by commerce. Their retirement was
then lefs {trit ; their genius, being more aétive, was
more exerted; their heart had new wants ; the idea
of reputation {prung up in their minds; their leifure
increafed with the divifion of employments.

During upwards of fix hundred years, the wvirtues
had been%ound fufficient to pleafe. They now found
it neceflary to call in the accomplifbments. They were
defirous to join admiration to efteem, till they learn-
ed to exceed efteem itfelf. For, in all countries, in
proportion as the love of virtue diminifhes, we find
the love of talents to increafe,

A thoufand caufes concurred to produce this revo-
lution of manners among the Romans. The, vaft
inequality of ranks, the enormous fortunes of indi-
viduals the ridicule affixed by the imperial court to
moral ideas, all contributed to haften the period of
corruption.

There were ftill, however, fome great and virtuous
charaéters among the Roman women. Portia, the
daughter of Cato, and wife of Brutus, in the con-
fpiracy againft Cefar, fhewed herfelf worthy to be
allociated with the firft of human kind, and trufted
with the fate of empires. After the battle of Philippi,
fhe would neither furvive liberty nor Biutus, but died
with the bold intrepidity of Cato.

The example of Portia was followed by that of
Avrria, who feeing her hufband hifitating, and afraid
to die, in order to encourage him, pierced her own

: brealt,
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breaft, and delivered to him the dagger with 3
{mile.

The name of Arria’s hufband was Pztus. The
manner of their death has furnifhed Martial with the
fubje® of an elegant epigram, which may be thus
paraphrafed :

® When to her hufband Arria gave the fword,

¢ Which from her chafte, her bleading breaft the drew ;
She faid, My Patus, this I do not fear ;

But, ob! the wound ihat muft be made by you !

€

2

% She could no more—but on her Pztus ftill

¢« She fixed her feeble, her expiring eyes;

And when fhe faw him raife the pointed fteel,
She funk, and feem’d to fay, Now Arria dies!”

s

Paulinia too, the wife of Seneca, caufed her veing
to be opened at the fame time with her hufband’s ; but
being forced to live, during the few years which fhe
furvived him ¢ fhe bore in her countenance,” fays
Tacitus, ¢ the honourable teftimony of her love, a
¢ palenefs, which proved that part of her blood had
¢ {ympathetically iffued with the blood of her
¢ f{poufe.”

The fame exalted virtues were difplayed, though in
a different manner, by Agrippina, the wife of Ger-
manicus ; who, naturally haughty and fenfible, after
the death of that great’man, buried herfelf in re-
tirement in all the bloom of youth; and who, nei-
ther bending her ftatelinefs under Tiberius, nor allow-
ing herfelf to be corrupted by the manners of her age—
as implacable n ‘her hatred to the tyrant, as fhe had
been faithful to her hufband—{pent her life in lament-
ing the one, and in detefting the other. Nor fhould
the celebrated Lpiniana be forgot, whom Vefpafian
,ought to have admired, but whom he fo bafely put
to death.

Te
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To take notice of all the celebrated women of the
empire, would much exceed the bounds of the prefent
undertaking. But the emprefs Julia, the wife of
Septimius Severus, poflefled a fpecies of merit {o very
dif?crent from any of thofe already mentioned, as to
clain particular attention.

This lady was born in Syria, and the daughter of a
prielt of the Sun. It was preditted that fhe fhould
rife to fovereign dignity ; and her charadter juftified
the prophecy.

Julia, while on the throne, loved, or pretended
paflionately to love, letters. Either from talte, from
a defire to inftru& herfelf, from a love of renown, or
poflibly from all thefe together, fhe fpent her life
with philofophers. Her rank of emprefs would not,
perhaps, have been fufficient to fubdue thofe bold
fpirits; but fhe joined to that the more powerful
influences of wit and beauty. 'Thefe three kinds of
empire rendered lefs neceffary to her that which con-
filts only in art; and which, attentive to their taftes
and their weaknefles, governs great minds by little
means.

It is faid that fhe was a philofopher. Her phi-
lofophy, however, did not extend fo far as to give
chaftity to her manners. Her hufband, who did not
love her, valued her underftanding fo much, that he
confulted her upon all occafions.  She governed in the
fame nmianner under his fon.

Julia was, in fhort, an emprefs and a politician,
occupied at the fame time about literature and affairs of
ftate, while fhe mingled her pleafures freely with both.
She had courtiers for her lovers, fcholars for her friends,
and philofophers for her counfellors. In the midit of
a fociety, where fhe reigned and was inftru@ed, Julia
arrived at the higheft celebrity; but as, among all
her excellencies, we find not thofe of her fex, the
virtues of a woman, our admiration is loft in blame.

In
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In her life-time fhe obtained more praife than refpeét ;
and pofterity, while it has done juftice to her talents
and her accomplifhments, has agreed to deny her
efteem.

At laft, in following the courfe of hiftory, the fa-
mous Zenobia prefents herfelf: fhe was worthy to
have been a pupil of Longinus ; for fhe knew how to
write, as well as how to conquer. When fhe was
afterward unfortunate, fhe was fo with dignity. She
confoled herfelf for the lofs of a throne, and the plea-
fures of grandeur, with the f{weets of {olitude and
the joys of reafon.

L G35 5w Srias Doy

LAWS AND CUSTOMS RESPECTING THE ROMAN
WOMEN.

HE Roman women, as well as the Grecian,

were under perpetual guardianfhip ; and were
not at any age, nor in any condition, ever trufted
with the management of their own fortunes.

Every father had a power of life and death over
his own daughters: but this power was not reftricted
to daughters only ; it extended alfo to fons.

The Oppian law prohibited women from having
more than half an ounce of gold employed in orna-
menting their perfons, from wearing clothes of divers
colours, and from riding in chariots, either in the
city, or a thoufand paces round it.

They were ftrictly forbid to ufe wine, or even to
have in their poffeflion the key of any place where it
was kept. Tor ecither of thefe faults they were liable
to be divorced by their hufbands. So careful were the

Romans
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Romans in reftraining their women from wine, that
they are fuppofed to have firft introduced the cuftom
of faluting their female relations and acquaintances, on
entering into the houfe of a friend or neighbour, that
they might difcover by their breath, whether they had
tafted any of that liquor.

This “Ttrictnefs, however, began in time to be re-
laxed ; until at laft, luxury becoming too ftrong for
every law, the women indulged themfelves in equal
liberties with the men.

But fuch was not the cafe in the earlier ages of
Rome. Romulus even permitted hufbands to kill
their wives, if they found them drinking wine. And,
if we may believe Valerius Maximus, Zgnatius Metel-
lus, having deteted his wife drinking out of a calk,
aétually made ufe of this permiffion, and was acquitted
by Romulus.

Fabius Pior relates, that the parents of a Roman
lady, having deteCted her picking the lock of a chef
which contained fome wine, fhut her up and farved
her to death.

Women were liable to be divorced by their hufbands
almoft at pleafure, provided the portion was returned
which they had brought along with them. They
were alfo liable to be divorced for barrennefs, which,
if it could be conftrued into a fault, was at leaft the
fault of nature, and might fometimes be that of the
hufband.

A few fumptuary laws, a fubordination to the
men, and a total want of authority, do not fo much
affe® the fex, as to be coldly and indelicately treated
by their hufbands.

Such a treatment is touching them in the tender-
cft part. Such, however, we have reafon to belicve,
they often met with from the Romans, who had not
yet learned, as in modern times, to blend the rigidity
«©f the patriot, and roughnefs of the warrior, with that

‘ foft
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foft and indulging behaviour, fo confpicuous in our
modern patriots and heroes.

Hufbands among the Romans not only themfelves
behaved roughly to their wives, but even fometimes
permitted their fervants and {laves to do the fame.
The principal eunuch of Juftinian the Second threat-
ened to chaftife the emprefs, his mafter’s wife, in the
manner that children are chaftifed at fchool, if fhe did
not obey his orders.

With regard to the private diverfions of the Roman
ladies, hiftory is filent. 'Their public ones were fuch
as were common to both fexes ; as bathing, theatrical
reprefentations, horfe-races, fhows of wild beafts, which
fought againft one another, and fometimes againft
men, whom the emperors, in the plenitude of their
defpotic power, ordered to engage them.

The Romans, of both fexes, fpent a great deal of
time at the baths; which at firft, perhaps, were in-
terwoven with their religion, but at laft were only
confidered as refinements in luxury. 'They were
places of public refort, where all the news of the times
were to be heard, where people met with their ac-
quaintances and friends, where public' libraries were
kept for fuch as chofe to read, and where poets re-
cited their works to fuch as had patience to hear.

In the carlier periods of Rome, feparate baths were
appropriated to each fex. Luxury by degrees get-
ting the better of decency, the men and women at
laft bathed promifcuoufly together. - Though this
indecent manner of bathing was prohibited by the
emperor Adrian; yet, in a fhort time, inclination
overcame the prohibition ; and, in {pite of every effort,
promifcuous bathing continued until the time of Con-
ftantine, who, by the coercive force of the legiflative
authority, and the rewards and terrors of the Chriftian
religion, put a final ftop to it,

C A,
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CHAr X

OF THE EFFECTS OF CHRISTIANITY ON THE MAN=~
NERS OF WOMEN.

HILOSOPHY had no fixed principles for wo-

men. The religion of antiquity was only a kind
of facred policy, which had rather ceremonies than
precepts. The ancients honoured their gods as we
honour our great men: they offered them incenfe,
and cxpe&ef their proteétion in exchange. The
gods were their guardians, not their legiflators.

Chriftianity on the other hand, was a legiflation :
it impofed Jaws for the regulation of manners; it
{trengthened the marriage knot; to the political it
added a facred tie, and placed the matrimonial ei-
gagements under the jurifdiction of Heaven.

Not fatisfied with regulating the actions, Chiillianity
extended its empire even to the thoughts. Above all,
it combated the fenfes. It waged war even with
fuch inanimate obje&s as might be the objeéts of
fedu&tion, or were the means of fedution. In a
word, roufing vice in her fecret cell, it made her be-
come her own tormentor.

The legiflation of the Greeks and Romans referred
the motive of every ation to the political intesoit i
fociety. But the new and facred legiflation, infpir-
ing only contempt for this world, referred all things
to a future and very different flate of exiftence.

The detachment of the fenfes, the reign of the
foul, and an inexpreflibly fublime and fupernaturel
fomething, which blended itfelf with both, became
the do&trine of a body of people. Hence the vow
of continence, and the confecration of celibacy.

D 2 Life
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Life was a combat. The fan&ity of the manners
threw a veil over nature and over fociety ; Beauty
was afraid to pleafe ; Valour dropt his fpear; the
paffions were taught to fubmit; the feverity of the
foul increafed every day, by the facrifices of the
fenfes. .

The women, who generally poffefs a lively imagi-
nation, and a warm heart, devoted themfelves to vir-
tues, which were as flattering as they were difficult,
and no lefs elevated than auftere.

The difciples of chriftianity were taught to love
and comfort one another, like children of the fame
family. In confequence of this doéirine, the more
tender fex, converting to pity the fenfibility of nature 3
devoted their lives to the fervice of indigence and
diftrefs. Delicacy learned to overcome difguft. The
tears of pity were feen to flow in the huts of mifery,
and in the cells of difeafe, with the friendly fympathy
of a fifter.

The perfecutions which arofe in the empire, foon
after the introduion of chriftianity, afforded that re-
ligion a new opportunity of difcovering its efficacy.
'Fo preferve the faith, it was often neceffary to fuffer
imprifonment, banifhment, and death. Courage then
became neceffary.

There is a deliberate courage, which is the refult
of reafon, and which is equally bold and calm : it is
the courage of philofophers and of heroes. There is
a courage which {prings from the imagination, which
_ icardent and precipitate ; fuch is moft commonly the
courage of martyrs, or religious courage.

The courage of the Chriftian women was founded
upon the nobleft motives. Animated by the glorious
hope of immortality, they embraced flames and gib-

cts, and offered their delicate and feeble bodies to the
moft excruciating tortures.
This
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This revolution in the ideas, and in the manners,
was followed by another in the writings. Such as
made women their fubje¢t became as auftere and
{eraphic as they.

Almoft all the do&ors of thofe times, raifed by the
church both to the rank of orators and of {aints,
emulated each other in praifing the Chriftian women.
But he who fpeaks of them with moft eloquence and
with moft zeal, is Saint Jerom ; who, born with a foul
of fire, {fpent twenty-four years, in writing, in com-
bating, and in conquering himfelf.

The manners of this faint were probably more fe-
vere than his thoughts. He had a number of illuf-
trious women at Rome among his difciples. Thus
furrounded with beauty, though he efcaped weaknefs,
yet he was not able to efcape calumny. At laft, flying
from the world, from women, and from himfelf, he
retired to Paleftine ; where all that he had fled from
ftill purfued him, tormented him under the peni-
tential fackcloth, and, in the middle of folitary deferts,
re-echoed in his ears the tumult of Rome.

Such was Saint Jerom, the moft eloquent panegyrift
of the Chriftian women of the fourth century. That
warm and pious writer, though generally harth and
obfcure, foftens his ftyle, in a thoufand places, to praife
a great number of Roman women, who, at the Capitol,
had embraced chriftianity, and ftudied in Rome the
language of the Hebrews, that they might read and
underftand the books of Mofes.

CHAP.
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Tt ARE X1,

OF WOMEN IN SAVAGE LIFE.

AN, in a ftate of barbarity, equally cruel and
indolent, aétive by neceffity, but naturally
inclined to repofe, is acquainted with little more than
the phyfical effects of love; and, having none of thofe
moral ideas which only can foften the empire of
force, he is led to confider it as his fupreme law, fub-
jecting to his defpotifm thofe whom reafon had made
his equals, but whofe imbicillity betrayed them to his
ftrength.

Caft in the lap of naked nature, and expofed to
every hardfhip, the forms of women, in favage life, are
but little engaging. With nothing that deferves the
name of culture, their latent qualities, if they have
any, are like the diamond, while inclofed in the rough
flint, incapable of fhewing any luftre. 'Thus deftitute
of every thing by which they can excite love, or ac-
quire efteem ; deftitute of beauty to charm, or art to
foothe, the tyrant man; they are by him deftined to
perform every mean and fervile office. In this the
American and other favage women differ widely from
thofe of Afia, who, if they are deftitute of the quali-
fications neceffary for gaining efteem, have beauty,
ornaments, and the art of exciting love.

In civilized countries a woman acquires fome power
by being the mother of a numerous family, who obey
her maternal authority, and defend her honour and her
life. = But, even as a mother, a female favage has not
much advantage. Her children, daily accuftomed to
fee their father treat her nearly as a flave, {con begin
to imitate his example, and cither pay little regard to
her authority, or fhake it off altogether. a

£
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Of this the Hottentot boys afford a remarkable
proof. They are brought up by the women, till they
are about fourteen years of age. Then, with feveral
ceremonies, they are initiated into the fociety of the
men. After this initiation is over, it is reckoned
manly for a boy to take the earlieft opportunity of
returning to the hut of his mother, and beating her in
the moft barbarous manner, to fhew that he is now out
of her jurifdiction. Should the mother complain to
the men, they would only applaud the boy, for fhew-
ing {o laudable a contempt for the fociety and authority
of women.

“ Nothing,” fays Profeffor Millar, fpeaking of the
women of barbarous nations, ¢ can exceed the de-
“ pendance and fubjection in which they are kept, or
¢ the toil and drudgery which they are obliged to
¢« undergo. The hufband, when he is not engaged
« in fome warlike exercife, indulges himfelf in idle-
¢ nefs, and devolves upon his wife the whole burden
¢ of his domeftic affairs. He difdains to affift her in
¢ any of thofe fervile employments. She fleeps in a
¢ different bed, and is feldom permitted to have any
¢ converfation or correfpondence with him.”

In the Brazils, the females are obliged to follow
their hufbands to war, to fupply the place of bealts of
burden, and to carry on-their backs their children, pro-
vifions, hammocks, and every thing wanted in the
field.

In the Ifthmus of Darien, they are fent along with
warriors and travellers, as we do baggage horfes.
Even their Queen appeared before fome Englith gen-
tlemen, carrying her fucking child wrapt in a red
blanket.

The women among the Indians of America are
what the Helots were among the Spartans, a vanquithed
people obliged to toil for their conquerors. Henee
en the banks of the Oroonoko we have heard of

mothers.

-
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mothers flaying their daughters out of compafflion, and
fmothering them in the hour of their birth. They
confider this barbarous pity as a virtue.
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Father Jofeph Gumilla, reproving one of them for

this inhuman crime, received the following anfwer:—

I with to God, Father, I wifh to God, that my
mother had, by my death, prevented the manifold
diftrefles I have endured, and have yet to endure as
long as I live. Had fhe kindly ftifled me in my
birth, I fhould not have felt the pain of death, nor
the numberlefs other pains to which life has fubject-
ed me. Confider, Father, our deplorable condi-
tion. Our hufbands go to hunt with their bows
and arrows, and trouble themfelves no farther: we
are dragged along with one infant at our breaft, and
another in a bafket. They return in the evening
without any burden: we return with the burden
of our children. Though tired with long walking,
we are not allowed to fleep, but muft labour the
whole night, in grinding maize to make chica for
them. They get drunk, and in their drunkennefs
beat us, draw us by the hair of the head, and tread
us under foot. What then have we to comfort us
for flavery, perhaps of twenty yearsi—A young
wife is brought upon us and permitted to abufe ua
and our children. Can human nature endure fuch
tyranny? What kindnefs can we fhew to our
female children, equal to that of relieving them from
fuch fervitude, more bitter a thoufand times than
death ? I repeat again, would to God my mother
had put me under ground, the moment I was
born.”

If the great outlines of this complaint be true, they

fully evince the deplorable condition of favage women ;
and that they are probable, fimilar inftanoes among
barbarous nations will not permit us to doubt.

¢« The
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% The men,” fays Commodore Byron, in his ac-
count of the inhabitants of South America, * exercife
“ a moft defpotic authority over their wives, whom
¢ they confider in the fame view they do any other
¢ part of their property, and difpofe of them accord-
“ ingly. Even their common treatment of them is
“ cruel. For, though the toil and hazard of pro-
“ curing food lies entirely on the women, yet they are
““ not {uffered to touch any part of it, until the huf-
“ band is fatisfied ; and then he affigns them their
‘¢ portion, which is generally very fcanty, and fuch a
“ he has not a ftomach for himfelf.”

The Greenlanders, who live -moftly upon feals,
think it fufficient to catch and bring them on fhore ;
and would almoft rather fubmit to ftarve, than affift
their women in {kinning, dreffing, or dragging the
cumbrous animals home to their huts.

In fome parts of America, when the men kill any
game in the woods, they lay it at the root of a tree,
fix a mark there, and travelling until they arrive at
their habitation, fend their women to fetch it ; a tafk
which their own lazinefs and pride equally forbid.

Among many of the tribes of wandering Arabs,
the women are not only obliged to do every domeftic
and every rural work, but alfo to feed, to drefs, and
. f{addle the horfes, for the ufe of their hufbands.

The Moorifh women, befides doing all the fame
kinds of drudgery, are alfo obliged to cultivate the
fields, while their hufbands ftand idle fpeGators of
the toil, or fleep inglorious beneath a neighbouring
fhade.

In Madura the hufband generally fpeaks to his
wife in the moft imperious tone ; while fhe with fear
and trembling approaches him, waits upon him while
at meals, and pronounces not his name, but with the
addition of every dignifying title fhe can devife. In
return for all this fubmiffion, he frequently beats and

abufes
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abufes her in the moft barbarous manner. Being
afked the reafon of fuch a behaviour, one of them an-
fwered, “ As our wives are fo much our inferiors,
¢ why fhould we allow them to eat and drink with
“ us? Why fhould they not ferve us with whatever
¢ we call for, and afterwards fit down and eat up
¢ what we leave? If they commit faults, why fhould
they not fuffer correion? It is their bufinefs only
¢ to bring up our children, pound our rice, make our
¢ oil, and do every other kind of drudgery, purpofes
% to which only their low and inferior natures are
¢ adapted.”

In feveral parts of America women are not fuffered
to enter into their temples, or join in their religious
aflemblies. In the houfes where the chiefs meet to
confult on the affairs of ftate, they are only permitted to
enter and feat themfelves on the floor on each fide of
the paffage.

The Circaffian cuftom of breeding young girls, on
purpofe to be fold in the public market to the higheft
bidder, is generally known. Perhaps, however, upon
minute examination, we fhall find that women are, in
fome degree, bought and fold in every country, whether
favage or civilized.

The following remark may very properly conclude
this chapter. As, among favages, we almoft con-
ftantly find women condemned to every fpecies of
flavith drudgery ; {o we as conftantly find them emerg-
ing from this ftate, in the fame proportion as we find
the men emerging from ignorance and brutality. The
rank, therefore, and condition in which we find wo-
men in any country, mark out to us with the greateft
precifion the exa& point in the fcale of civil {ociety,
to which the people of fuch country have arrived.
And, indeed, were their hiftory filent on every other
fubject, and only mentioned the manner in which they

treated
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treated their women, we fhould from thence be ena-
bled to form a tolerable judgment of the barbarity or
culture of their manners.

prEtelete Talels tEilvinlialole lelvi
C-H.A B «XIL
OF THE EASTERN WOMEN.

HE women of the Eaft have, in general, always
exhibited the fame appearance. Their manners,
cuftoms, and fafhions, unalterable like their rocks, have
ftood the teft of many revolving ages. Though the
kingdoms of their country have often changed mafters,
though they have fubmitted to the arms of almoft eve-
ry invader, yet the laws by which their fex are go-
verned and enflaved have never been revifed nor
amended.

Had the manners and cuftoms of the Afiatic women
been fubjed to the fame changes as ‘they are in Eu-
rope, we might have expefted the fame changes in the
{entiments and writings of their men. But, as this is
not the cafe, we have reafon to prefume that the fen-
timents entertained by Solomon, by the apoeryphal
writers, and by the ancient Bramins, are the fen-
timents of this day.

Though the confinement of women be an unlawful
exertion of fuperior power, yet it affords a proof that
the inhabitants of the Eaft are advanced fome de-
grees farther in civilization than mere favages, who
have hardly any love, and confequently as little jea-

loufy. ,

'lyhls confinement is not very rigid in the empire
of the Mogul. It is, perhaps, lefs fo in China, and
dn Japan hardly exifts.

Though

—
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Though women are confined in the Turkifh empire,
they experience every other indulgence. They are
allowed, at ftated times, to go to the public baths;
their apartments are richly, if not elegantly furnifhed ;
they have a train of female flaves to ferve and amufe
them ; and their perfons are adorned with every coftly
ornament which their fathers or hufbands can afford.

Notwithftanding the ftri¢tnefs of confinement in
Perfia, their women are treated with feveral indul-
gences. They are allowed a variety of precious li-
quors, of coftly perfumes, and beautiful flaves; their
apartments are furnifhed with the moft elegant hang-
ings and carpets; their perfons ornamented with the
fineft filks, and even loaded with the fparkling jewels
of the Eaft. = But all thefe trappings, however elegant,
or however gilded, are only like the golden chains
fometimes made ufe of to bind a royal prifoner.

Solomon had a great number of queens and con-
cubines ; but a petty Hindoo chief has been known to
have two thoufand women confined within the walls of
his harem, and appropriated entirely to his pleafure.
Nothing lefs than unlimited power in the hufband is
able to reftrain women fo confined, from the utmoft
diforder and confufion. They may repine in fecret,
but they muft clothe their features with cheerfulnefs
when their lord appears. Contumacy draws down on
them immediate punifhment: they are degraded,
chaftifed, divorced, fhut up in dark dungeons, and
fometimes put to death.

Their perfons, however, are fo facred, that they muft
not in‘ the leaft be violated, nor even looked at, by any
one but their hufbaads. This female privilege has given
an opportunity of executing many confpiracies. War-
riors, in fuch vehicles as are ufually employed to carry
women, have been often conveyed, without examina-
tion, into the apartments of the great; from whence,
inftead of iffuing forth in the fmiles of beauty, they

have 4
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have rufhed out in the terror of arms, and laid the
tyrants at their feet.

No ftranger is ever allowed to fee the women of
Hindoftan, nor can even brothers vifit their fifters in
private. T'o be confcious of the exiftence of a man’s
wives feems a crime : and he looks furly and offended,
if their health is enquired after. 1In every country,
honour confifts in fomething upon which the poffeffor
fets the higheft value. ~ This, with the Hindoo, is
the chaltity of his wives; a point without which he
muft not live. o X

In the midft of flanghter and devaftation, through-
out all the Faft, the harem is a fanftuary. Ruffians,
covered with the blood of a hufband, fhrink back with
veneration from the fecret apartment of his wives,

At Conftantinople, when the fultan {ends an order
to ftrangle a ftate-criminal, and feize on his effeéts,
the officers who execute it enter not into the harem,
nor touch any thing belonging to the women.

Mr. Pope is very far from doing juftice to the fair
fex, when he fays—

« Moft women have no character at all.”

The chara®er; however, of the Afiatic ladies cannot
be eafily afcertained. The narrow and limited fphere
in which they move, almoft entirely divefts them of
every charaleriftic diftin&ion which arifes from
liberty and fociety. Shut up for ever in impenetrable
harems, they can hardly be called creatures of the.
world, having no intercourfe with it, and no ufe for
the focial and ceconomical virtues which adorn its
citizens. ~ Frugality and induftry are entirely out of
their power. To the joys of friendfhip they are,
gcrhlpu, entire ftrangers. The men treat ghem in
uch a manner, that it is impoffible they can efteem
them. The women are their conftant rivals. As
“ thcy
N
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they are not allowed to attend public worfhip, they
can have no other religion than the filent adoration of
the heart. With refpe& to chaftity, the manner in
which they are difpofed of to their hufbands, and the
treatment they meet with from them, are the moft
unlikely methods in the world to make them famous
for that virtue.

Thofe females who are the leaft expofed to feel
the oppreflive effeCts of defpotifim, employ themfelves
in a manner well adapted to the fex. To the women
of Hindoftan we owe a great part of thofe works of
tatte, fo elegantly executed on the manufactures of the
Eafty the beautiful colourings and exquifite defign-
ings of their printed cottons; all the embroidery, and
a part of that filligree work, which fo much exceeds
any thing in Europe. The dcficiency of tafte, there-
fore, with which we fo commonly charge them, does
not feem to be fo much a defe&t of nature, as of edu-
cation. Brought up in luxurious indolence, excluded
from all the bufy {cenes of life, and, like children,
provided with all thofe things, the acquifition of which
calls forth the powers of the mind and body, they fel-
dom have any metive to exert themfelves; but, when
fuch a motive exifts, they have often exhibited the
moft cenvincing proofs of their ability.

Every Turkifh feraglio and harem has a garden
adjoining to it, and in the middle of this garden a
large room, more or lefs decorated, according to the
wealth of the proprietor. Here the ladies {pend moft
of their time, with their attendant nymphs around
them, employed at their mufic, embroidery, or loom.
In thefe retreats, perhaps, they find more real pleafure
and enjoyment, than in the unbounded freedom of
Europe, where love, intereft; and ambition fo often
deftroy their peace; and where Scandal, with her
envenomed  fhafts, tco often firikes equally at guilt
and innocence.

It
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Tt has long been a cuftom among the grandees of
Afia, to entertain ftory-tellers of both {exes, who like
the bards of ancient Europe, divert them with tales,
and little hiftories, moftly on the fubjeét of bravery
and love. Thefe often amufe the women, and be-
guile the cheerlefs hours of the harem, by calling up
mmages to their minds, which their eyes are for ever
debarred from feeing.

All their other amufements, as well as this, are in-
dolently voluptuous. They fpend a great part of
their time in lolling on filken fophas; while a train of
female flaves, fcarcely lefs voluptuous, attend to fing
to them, to fan them, and to rub their bodies; an ex-
ercife which the eafterns enjoy with a fort of placid
ecftafy as it promotes the circulation of their languid
blood.

They bathe themfelves in rofe-water, and other
bathes, prepared with the precious odours of the Eaft.
They perfume themfelves’ with coltly effences, and
adorn their perfons, that they may pleafe the tyrant
with whom they are obliged to live.

At the court of the Mogul, women are f{requently
admitted into a gallery, with a curtain before them,
through which, without being feen, they can fee and
hear what paffes. It has fometimes happened that
the throne has been occupied by a woman, who, never
appearing in open court, iffued her imperial mandates
from behind this curtain, like an invifible being, pro-
ducing the greateft effetts, while the caufe of themu
wags wrapt in darknefs and obfcurity..

Ea CHAP.
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'
OF THE CHINESE WOMEN.

F all the other Afiatics, the Chinefe have, per-

haps, the beit title to modefty. Even the men
wrap themfelves clofely up in their garments, and
teckon it indecent to difcover any more of their arms
and legs than is neceflary. The women, ftill more
clofely wrapped up, never difcover a naked hand even
to their neareft relations, if they can poffibly avoid it.
Every part of their drefs, every part of their bebaviour
1s calculated to preferve decency, and infpire refpect.
And, what adds the greateft luftre to their charms,
is that uncommen medefty which appears in every
lock, and in every action.

Charmed, no doubt, with fo engaging a deport-
ment, the men behave to them in a reciprocal manner,
And, that their virtue may not be contaminated by
the neighbourhcod of vice, the legiflature takes care
that no proftitutes fhall lodge within the walls of any
of the great cities: of China.

Some however fufpe& whether this appearance of
modelly be any thing elfe than the cuftom of the coun-
try ; and allege that, notwithftanding fo much feem-
ing deceney and decorum, they have their peculiar
modes of intriguing, and embrace every poflible oppor=
tunity of putting them in prafice ; and that, in thefe

" intrigues, they frequently feruple not to ftab the para-
our they had invited to their arms, as the fureft
method of preventing deteétion and lofs of charater.
Such relations, however, are not to be found in any of
our medern travellers, whofe veracity is moft to be
depended on. A few, perhaps, of the moft flagitious
may be guilty of fuch enormous crimes.

CHAPR
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CHAP XIV.

OF THE WIVES OF THE INDIAN PRIESTS.

HE Bramins, or priefts of India, though, like

the reft of their countrymen, they confine their
women ; yet, by treating them with lenity and indul-
gence, they fecure their virtue by attaching their
hearts.

Married to each other in their infancy, they have
the greateft veneration for the nuptial tie. Their mu-
tual fondnefs increafes with their ﬁren{gth; and, in
riper years, all the glory of the wives confifts in pleafing
their hufbands. This duty they confider as one of the
moft facred of their holy religion, and which the gods
will not fuffer them to negleét with impunity.

While the reft of the Hindoo women take every
opportunity to elude their keepers, thefe voluntarily
confine themfelves, at leaft from the company and con-
verfation of all ftrangers, and in every refpet copy
that fimplicity of life and manners for which their
hufbands are fo remarkable.

C HA P XV.

A COMPARISON BETWEEN THE MAHOMETANS AND
DUTCH, WITH REGARD TO THEIR WOMEN.

b OMEN have naturally moft power,” fays
an ingenious lady *, ¢ in thofe countries
« where the laws relative to them are moft rigid ; and,
¢ wherever

* Mrs. Kinderfley,
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¢ wherever legiflators have moft abridged their privi-
¢ leges, their power is moft confeffed.”

If we take a {light view of the laws relative to the
fex amongft people of different charaéters, and the
cuftoms which feem to throw light upon the fubje&,
it will appear that women have offen been, and fill
are, reftrained, confined, and fubjected to {fevere laws,
in proportion to the greatnefs of their natural power ;
and that they are, by the laws and ufages, encouraged
and fupported in proportion to their want of it.

Of this fa&, the laws and cuftoms of the Maho-
metans in Afia refpeting women, and the laws and
manners relative to them amongft the people of Hol-
land, are a fufficient proof.

A Mahometan places his fupreme delight in his.
feraglio : his riches are beftowed in purchafing wo-
men to fill it; and, in proportion to his fortune,
his females are beautiful and numerous. In women.
he places his chief amufement, his luxury, his. prefent
happinefs, and future reward.

But this violent fondnefs for the fex, divided as it.
is betwixt many favourites, informs him that other
men have the fame violent paffions. The beauties. of
his feraglio, which delight him, he knows would de-
light other men, could they obtain a fight of them.
Hence arife the firi& confinement of Kis women, the
guards of eunuchs, and every pofiible bar to their be-.
mg vifible to other men. Hence it is, likewife, that,,
when he receives any new beauty into his houfe, the
moft profound fecrecy is obferved. But he does not
always confine his wives and female- {laves, becaufe he,
holds them in contempt : he guards their perfons, as
his moft valuable treafures.

This.extreme uxorioufnefls of the men, is what gives:
the women their natural power over them; and the
knowledge of this power has cavfed the men to efta-.

s b blith,
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blith laws and cuftoms, to prevent in fome meafure its
cffeéts.

Thefe laws prevent the women from having any
fhare in government, debar them from entering the
mofques, from holding any lands, or enjoying any for-
tunes, independent of their hufbands or parents; and,
in fhort, give their hufbands an abfolute authority
over them.

In Holland, on the contrary, where the men are of
a phlegmatic difpofition, devoted to (ain, enemies to
luxury, prudent, felfifh, and cold in their attachments
to the fex, the natural power of wowen muft confe-
quently. be {fmall. On this account, as there is little
danger that the men will treat them with too much
kingnefl, or be feduced by their allurements, the laws
are calculated not to increafe, but to reftrain the autho-
rity of hufbands ; and the magiftrates find it neceffary
to fupport the women in the privileges the laws have
given them, by great attention to their complaints

Neverthelefs, in fpite of the feverity of the Mahometan
laws refpeéting women, and the lenity of the laws re-
{pecting them in Holland, it appears that there have
been numbers of Mahometans (even men on whom the
fate of kingdoms has depended) who have given them-
felves up to the entire direGtion of their female fa-
vourites ; though it does not appear that Duteh huf-
bands give up their intereft through the influence of
their wives,

The manners of Mahometan women, and the man-
ners of Dutch women, are no lefs different than the
laws by which they are governed ; and, in both, the
difference arifes from the fame caufes.

As a Muflulman procures wives and female flaves
for his pleafure only, nothing is expeéted in them but
youth and beauty, or, at moft, the arts of finging and
dancing. They are too precious to be fatigued by
cares. As their bufinefs is only to make themfelves

agreeable,
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agreeable, they attire themfelves in the moft expenfive
drefles, pra&tife the moft becoming attitudes, and
throw their eyes with the moft bewitching languifh-
ment ; are fechle and indolent in their youth ; and
old age, which comes upon women early in their cli-
mate, is fpent in jealoufy of their more youthful
rivals.

But, as a Dutch woman is expected to ferve, fhe at-
tends to bufinefs, and negle&s her perfon: fhe is
inclegant and robuft; her laughs are hearty, and her
expreflions coarfe.

A Dutchman defires in his wife an affiftant, a ftew-
ard, a partner in his cares. She only expels to
be valued in proportion to her induftry and czconomy :
As, therefore, the Mahometan women are examples of
the moft extreme indolence; the Dutch women are re-
markable for their application to bufinefs. T'hus they
become of confequence in themfelves, as well as ufeful
in promoting ‘the intereft of their hufbands, not only
by their demeftic ceconomy, but by their knowledge in
traffic. The wife, indeed, is very often both the
affitant and the dire@or of her hufband’s affairs ; and
many unmarried women are very confiderable mer-
chants.

But though many of them, by their induftry and
application to bufinefs, gain a degree of confequence,
it 18 a confequence independent of their fex. It is not
the woman, but the merchant, who is confidered.

The women of Holland are under very little re-
ftraint, becaufe the Dutch are “unacquainted with that
jealoufy which torments a Muffulman ; and can, with-
out any uneafinefs, fee their wives carrying on bufinefs,
and ftriking bargains, with the greateft ftrangers.

‘ In contraft to the myfterious fecrecy with which
a female is ufhered into a feraglio, the marriages of

the Dutch are proclaimed long before they take place g

and their courtfhips are carried on even without that
referve
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referve and delicacy obferved in the politer nations of
Europe.

In fpeaking of Holland, we muft be underftood ta
mean the bulk of the people. The few people of rank
are imitators of the French manners. Among thefe,
however, the national charater is vifible.

SOOI DD
C H'A''P.«'KVE
OF THE AFRICAN WOMEN.

HE Africans were formerly renowned for their

induftry in cultivating the ground, for their
trade, navigation, caravans, and ufeful arts. At pre-
fent they are remarkable for their idlenefs, ignorance,
fuperftition, treachery, and, above all, for their law-
lefs methods of robbing and murdering all the other
inhabitants of the globe.

Though they ftill retain fome fenfe of their infamous
charadter, yet they do not choofe to reform. Their
priefts, therefore, endeavour to juftify them, by the
following ftory : ¢ Noah,” fay they, ¢ was no fooner
¢ dead, than his three fons, the firft of whom was
“ auhite, the fecond tawny, and the third dlack, having
¢ agreed upon dividing among them his goods and
¢« pofleffions, fpent the greateft part of the day in
¢ forting them; fo that they were obliged to adjourn
¢ the divifion till the next morning. Having {upped,
¢ and fmoked a friendly pipe together, they all went
¢ to reft, each in his own tent. After a few hours
¢ fleep, the white brother got up, feized on the gold,
¢ filver, precious ftones, and other things of the great-
¢ efl value, loaded the beft horfes with thém, and rode

“ away to that country where his white pofterity
¢ have
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“have been fettled everfince. 'The tawny, awaking
¢ foon after, and with the fame criminal intention,
“ was {urprifed, when hé came to the ftorehoufe, to
4 find that his brother had been beforehand with him.
% Upon which, he haftily fecured the reft of the
¢ horfes and camels, and loading them with the beft
¢ carpets, clothes, and other remaining goods, directed
¢ his route to another part of the world, leaving be-
¢ hind him only a few of the courfeft of the goods,
“ and fome provifions of little value.

¢ When the third, or black brother, came next
 morning, in the fimplicity of his heart, to make the
¢ propofed divifion, and could neither find his bre-
¢ thren, nor any of the valuable commodities, he eafily
¢ judged that they had tricked him, and were by that
¢ time fled beyond any poflibility of a difcovery.

¢ In this moft afflicted fituation, he took his pipe,
% and began to confider the moft effe€tual means of
¢ retrieving his lofs, and being revenged on his per-
& fidious brothers.

« After revolving a variety of fchemes in his mind,
“he at laft fixed upon watching every opportunity
¢ of making reprifals on them, and laying hold of
% and carrying away their property, as often as it
¢ fhould fall in his way, in revenge for the lofs of that
¢ patrimony of which they had fo unjuftly deprived
¢ him.

¢« Having come to this refolation, he not only con-
¢ tinued in the pratice of it all his life, but on his
¢ death-bed laid the ftrongeft injunéiions on his de-
¢ f{cendants to do fo, to the end of the world.”

Some tribes of the Africans, however, when they
have engaged themfelves in the protetion of a ftran-
ger, are remarkable for fidelity. Many of them are
confpicuous for their temperance, hofpitality, and fe-
veral other virtues.

Their
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Their women, upon the whole, are far from being
indelicate or un . On the banks of the Niger,
they are tolerably induftrious, have a confiderable fhare
of vivacity, and at the fame time, a female referve,
which would do no difcredit to a politer country.
They are modeft, affable, and faithful ; an air of
innocence appears in their looks, and in their language,
which gives a beauty to their whole deportment.

When, from the Niger, we approach toward the
Eaft, the African women degenerate in ftature, com-

lexion, fenfibility, and chaftity. Even their language,
ike their features, and the foil they inhabit, is harfh
and difagreeable. Their pleafures refemble more the
tranfports of fury, than the gentle emotions communi-
cated by agreeable fenfations.

Beyond the river Volta, in the country of Benin,
the women, though far from being famous for any of
the virtues, would not be difagreeable in their looks,
were it not for the abominable cuftom of marking
their faces with f{cars, for the fame purpofes as our
European ladies lay on paint.

Though in few refpes better than favages, there is
a particular opinion all over this country, which tends
to humonize the mind. This is a firm perfuafion,
that, to whatever place they remove themfelves, or are
by any accident removed, they fhall after death return
to their own country, which they confider as the moft
delightful in the univerfe.

This fond delufive hope not only foftens the flavery
to which they are often condemned in other countries,
but alfo induces them to treat fuch ftrangers as come
among them with much civility. They think they
are come there to enjoy paradife, and to receive the
reward of virtuous aGtions done in other countries.

F CH AR,

S ——————
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€ H AxPL XVIL

OF THE EFFECTS OF CHIVALRY ON THE CHARACTER
AND THE MANNERS OF WOMEN. \

ISTORY does not afford fo fingular a revolu-
tion in policy and manners, as that which fol-
lowed the fubverfion of the Roman empire.

It is to the barbarians, who fpread conflagration and
ruin, who trampled on the monuments of art, and
{purned the appendages of elegance and pleafure, that
we owe the bewitching fpirit of gallantry which in
thefe ages of refinement, reigns in the courts of Eu-
rope. That fyftem, which has made it a principle of
honour among us to confider the women as fovereigns;
which has partly formed our cuftoms, our manners,
and our policy ; which has exalted the human cha-
raéter, by foftening the empire of force ; which mingles
politenefs with the ufe of the fword; which delights in
proteéting the weak, and in conferring that impor-
tance which nature or fortune have denied — that
{yftem was brought hither from the frozen fhores of
the Baltic, and from the favage forefts of the North.

The nothern nations, in general, paid a great re-
fpect to women. Continually employed in hunting or
in war, they condefcended only to foften their fero-
city in the prefence of the fair. Their forefls were
the nurferies of chivalry :~beauty was there the re-
ward of valour.

A warrior, to render himf{elf worthy of his miftrefs,
went in fearch of glory and of danger. Jealoufy pro-
duced challenges. Single combats, inftituted by love,
often ftained with blood the woods and the borders of
the lakes; and the fword afcertained the rights of
Venus as well as of Mars.

Let
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" Let us not be furprifed at thefe manners. Among
men ‘who have made few advances in civilization, but
who are already united in large bodies, women have
naturally the greateft fway. Society is then fuffi-
ciently cultivated to have introduced the ideas of pre-
ference and of choice, in the conneétion between the
fexes, which feem to be little regarded, if at all known,
among favages. It is however too rude to partake of
that ftate of effeminacy, in which the fenfes are en-
feebled, and the affeCtions worn out by habit.

People but little removed from barbarifm, in the
perfection of their animal powers, and ignorant of all
thofe artifieial pleafures created by the wants of po-
lithed life, feel more cxquifitely the pleafures of nature,
and the geauine emotions of man. They mingle even
with their love a kind of adoration to the female fex.

Several of the nothern nations imagined that wo-
men could look into futurity, and that they had about
them an inconceivable fomething approaching to di-
vinity. Perhaps that idea was only the effect of the
fagacity common to the fex, and the advantage which
their natural addrefs gave them over rough and fimple
warriors.  Perhaps, alfo, thofe barbarians, furprifed at
the influence which beauty has over force, were led to
afcribe to fupernatural attraction a charm which they
could not comprehend.

A belief, however, that the Deity communicates
himfelf more readily to women, has at one time or
other prevailed in every quarter of the earth: not
only the Germans and the Britons, but all the people
of Scandinavia, were poffefled of it. Among the
Greeks, women delivered the oracles. The refpe&t
which the Romans paid to the Sibyls is well known.
The Jews had their propheteffes. The predictions of
the Egyptian women obtained much credit at Rome,
even under the emperors. And, in the moft barbarous
nations, all things that have the appearance of beul;:?'

? fupernatural,
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fupernatural, the myfteries of religion, the fecrets of
phyfic, and the rites of magic, are in the pofleffion of
the women.

The barbarians who over-ran Europe carried their
opinions along with their arms. A revolution in the
manner of living muft therefore foon have taken place.
The climates of the north required little referve be-
tween the fexes; and, during the invafions from that
quarter, which continued for three or four hundred
years, it was common to {ee women mixed with war-
Tiors.

By affociating with a corrupted people, who had
all the vices of former profperity, along with thofe of
prefent adverfity, the conquerors were not likely to
imbibe more fevere ideas. Hence we fee thofe fons
of the north, in fofter climates, uniting the vices of
refinement to the ftatelinefs of the warrior, and the
pride of the barbarian.

They embraced Chriftianity ; but it rather modified
than changed their charater : it mingled itfelf with
their cuftoms, without altering the genius of the
people.

Thus, by degrees, were laid the foundations of new
manners, which, in modern Europe, have brought the
two fexes more on a level, by afligning to the women a
kind of fovereignty, and affociating love with valour.

The true wra of chivalry was the fourteenth century.
That civil and military inftitution took its rife from a
train of circumftances, and the native bent of the new
inhabitants.

Shattered by the fall of the empire, Europe had
not yet arrived at any degree of confiftency. After
five hundred years, nothing was fixed. From the
mixture of Chriftianity with the ancient cuftoms of
the barbarians, {prung a continual difcord in manners.
From the mixture of the rights of the priefthood with
thofe of the empire, fprung a difcord in laws and

politics,
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politics. From the mixture of the rights of fove-
reigns with thofe of the nobility, fprung a difcord im
government.  Anarchy and confufion were the refult
of fo many contrafts.

Chriftianity, which had now loft much of its original
influence, like a feeble curb, was ftill {ufficient to re-
ftrain the weak paffions, but was no longer able to
bridle the ftrong. It produced remorfe, but could
not prevent guilt.

The people of thofe times made pilgrimages, and
they pillaged: they maffacred, and they afterwards
did penance. Robbery and licentioufnefs were blend-
ed with fuperftition.

It was in this zra that the nobility, idle and warlike,
from a fentiment of natural equity, and that uneafinefs
which follows the perpetration of violence, from the
double motive of religion and of heroifm, aflociated
themfelves together to effeét, in a body, what govern-
ment had negle&ed, or but poorly executed.

Their obje€t was to combat the Moors in Spain,
the Saracens in Afia, the tyrants of the caftles and
ftrong holds in Germany and in France; to affure
the fafety of travellers, as Hercules and Thefeus did
of old; and, above all things, to defend the honour
and prote& the rights of the feeble fex, againit the
too frequent villany and oppreflion of the ftrong.

A noble fpirit of gallantry foon mingled itfelf with
that inftitution. Every knight, in devoting himfelf to
danger, lifted himfelf under fome lady as his fovereign:
it was for her that he attacked, for her that he de-
fended, for her that he mounted the walls of cities and
of caftles, and for her honour that he fhed his blood.

Europe was only one large field of battle, where
warriors clad in armour, and adorned with the rib-
bands and with the cyphers of their miftrefles, en-
gaged in clofe fight to merit the favour of beauty.

¥ 3 Fidelity
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Fidelity was then affociated with courage, and love:
was infeparably conne¢ted with honour. 4l

The women, proud of their fivay, and of receiving
it from the hands of virtue, became worthy of the
great a&tions of their lovers, and reciprocated paffions
as noble as thofe they infpired. An ungenerous choice
debafed them. The tender fentiment was never felt,
but when united with glory: and the manners breathed
an inexpreflible fomething of pride, heroifm, and ten-
dernefs, which was altogether aftonifhing.

Beauty, perhaps, never exercifed fo fweet or fo
powerful an empire over the heart. Hence thofe con-
ftant paflions which our levity cannot comprehend,
and which our manners, our little weaknefles, our
perpetual thirft of hopes and defires, our liftlefs anxiety
that torments us, and which tires itfelf in purfuit of
emotion without pleafure, and of impulfe without
aim, have often turned into ridicule on our theatres, in
our converfations, and in our lives.

But it is neverthelefs true, that thofe paffions, fof-
tered by years, and roufed by obftacles; where refpect
kept hope at a diftance ; where love, fed only by facri-
fices, facrificed itfelf unceafingly to honour—reinvigo-
rated the charalers and the fouls of the two fexes;
gave more energy to the one, and more elevation to
the other ; changed men into heroes ; and infpired the
women with a pride which was by no means hurtful to
virtug.

CHAFR
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O A P, XVIIL

YTHE OPINION OF TWO MODERN AUTHORS CONCERN=
ING CHIVALRY.

HE fentiments of two late writers of high re-
putation corroberate this account of the origin
and progrefs of chivalry.

« The fyftem of chivalry, when completely formed,”
fays profeflor Fergufon, ¢ proceeded on a marvellous
refpect and veneration to the fair fex, on forms of com-
bat eftablifhed, and on a fuppofed junétion of the he-
roic and fanétified charaéter. The formalities of the
duel, and a kind of judicial challenge, were known
among the ancient Celtic nations of Europe. The
Germans, even in their native forefts, paid a kind of
devotion to the female fex. The chriftian religion
enjoined meeknefs and compaffion to barbarous ages.

« Thefe different principles, combined together,
may have ferved as the foundation of a fyftem, in which
courage was dire¢ted by religion and love, and the
warlike and gentle were united together. When the
charadters of the hero and the faint were mixed, the
mild {pirit of Chriftianity, though often turned into
venom by the bigotry of oppofite parties ; though it
could not always f{ubdue the ferocity of the warrior,
nor fupprefs the admiration of courage and force;
may have confirmed the apprchenfions of men, in
what was to be held meritorious and fplendid, in the
conduct of their quarrels.

“ The feudal eftablifhments, by the high rank to
which they elevated certain families, no doubt greatly
favoured this romantic {yftem. Not only the lufture
of a noble defcent, but the ftately caftle befet with
battlements and towers, ferved to inflame the imagi-

nation,
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nation, and to create a veneration for the daughter
and the fifter of gallant chiefs, whofe point of Aonour
it was to be inacceffible and chafte; and who could
perceive no merit but that of the high-minded and
the brave, nor be approached in any other accents than
thofe of gentlenefs and refpect.”

Profeflor Millar, in his Obfervations concerning the
Diftinction of Ranks in Society, gives the following
{enfible and pleafing account of chivalry : ¢ From the
prevailing fpirit of the times, the art of war became
the ftudy of every one who was defirous of maintain-
ing the charaGter of a gentleman. The youth were
early initiated in the profeffion of arms, and ferved a
fort of apprenticefhip under perfons of rank and-ex-
perience.

¢« The young /guire became in reality the fervant
of that leader to whom he had attached himfelf, and
whofe virtues were fet before him as a mode which he
propofed to imitate.

¢ He was taught to perform, with eafe and dex-
terity, thofe exercifes which were cither ornamental or
ufeful ; and, at the fame time, he endeavoured to ac-
quire thofe talents and accomplifiments which were
thought fuitable to his profeflion.

¢ He was taught to look upon it as his duty to check
the infolent, to reftrain the oppreflor, to prote& the
weak and defencelefs; to behave with franknefs and
humanity even to an enemy, with modefty and polite-
nefs to all.

¢ According to the proficiency which he had made,
he was proportionably advanced in rank and charaéter.
He was honoured with new titles and marks of dif-
tinéfion, till at length he arrived at the dignity of
knighthood. This dignity even the greatelt poten-
tates were ambitious of acquiring, as it was fuppefed
to diftinguith a perfon who had obtained the moft
complete military education, and who had attained to

a high
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a high degree of eminence in thofe particular qualis
ties which were then univerfally admired and ree
{pected.

« The fituation of mankind in thofe periods had
alfo a manifeft tendency to heighten and improve the
paffion between the fexes.

« It was not to be expeted that thofe opulent
chiefs, who were fo often at variance, and who main-
tained a conftant oppofition to each other, would
allow any fort of familiarity to take place between the
members of their refpective families. Retired in their
own caftles, and furrounded by their numerous vaffals,
they looked upon their neighbours either as inferior
to them in rank, or as enemics againft whom they
were obliged to be conftantly upon their guard. They
behaved to each other with that ceremonious civility
which the laws of chivalry required ; but, at the fame
time, with that referve and caution which a regard to
their own fafety made it neceffary for them to obferve.

¢« The young knight, as he marched to the tourna-
ment, {aw at a diftance the daughter of the chieftain by
whom the fhow was exhibited ; and it was even with
difficulty that he could obtain accefs to her, in order

to declare the fentiments with which fhe had in-’

{pired him. He was entertained by her relations with
that cold refpe@ which demonftrated their unwilling-
nefs to contradt an alliance with him. The lady her-
felf was taught to affume the pride of her family, and
to think that no perfon was worthy of her affection,
who did not poffefs the moft exalted rank and charater.
To have given way to a fudden inclination, would
have difgraced her for ever in the opinion of all her
kindred ; and it was only by a long courfe of atten-
tion, and of the moft refpectful fervice, that the lover

could hope for any favour from his miftrefs.
“ The barbarous ftate of the country at that time,
and the injury to which the inhabitants, efpec{:.ll{y
> thofe
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thofe of the weaker fex, were frequently expofed,
gave ample fcope for the difplay of military talents ;
and the knight who had nothing to do at home was
encouraged to wander from place to place, and from
one court to another, in queft of adventures. 'Thus
he endeavoured to advance his reputation in arms,
and to recommend himfelf to the fair of whom he
was enamoured, by fighting with every perfon who
was fo inconfiderate as to difpute her unrivalled beauty,
virtue, or perfonal accomplifhments. }

¢« As there were many perfons in the fame fituation,
fo they were naturally infpired with fimilar fenti-
ments.  Rivals to one another in military glory, they
were often competitors, as Milton expreffeth it, 7o
ain her grace whom all commend ; and the fame emu-
lation which difpofed them to aim at pre-emince in one
refpedt, excited them with no lefs eagernefs to difpute
the preference in the other. Their difpofitions and
manner of thinking became fafhionable, and were
gradually diffufed by the force of education and ex-
ample.

¢ To be in love was looked upon as one of the
neceffary qualifications of a knight ; and he was no
lefs ambitious of fhewing his conftancy and fidelity to
his miftrefs, than of difplaying his military virtues.
He affumed the title of her {lave and fervant. By this
he diftinguithed himfelf in every confli® in which he
was engaged ; and his fuccefs was fuppofed to redound
to her honour, no lefs than to his own. If fhe had
beftowed upon him a prefent to be worn in the field
of battle, in token of her regard, it was confidered as
a fure pledge of victory, and as laying upon him the
ftrongeft obligation to a&t in fuch manner as would
render him worthy of the favour which he had re-
ceived.

¢ The fincere and faithful paffion, the diftant fen-
timental attachment which commonly occupied thes

heart™




0F THE FAIR SEX. 59

heart of every warrior, and which he poffeffed upon
all occafions, was naturally produétive of the utmoft
purity of manners, and of great refpect and venerati-
on for the female fex. :

« Perfons who made a point of defending the re-
putation and dignity of that particular lady to whom
they were devoted, became thereby extremely cautious
and dclicate, left, by any infinuation whatever, they
thould hurt the charaéler of another, and be expofed
to the juft cenfure and refentment of thofe by whom
fhe was protected.

« A woman who deviated fo far from the efta-
blithed maxims of the age, as to violate the laws of
chaftity, was indeed deferted by every body, and was
therefore univerfally condemned and infulted. But
thofe who adhered to the ftriét rules of virtue, and
maintained an unblemifhed reputation, were treated
like beings of a fuperior order.”

Such was the {pirit of chivalry., It gave birth to
an incredible number of performances in honour and
in praife of women. The verfes of the bards, the
Italian fonnet, the plaintive romance, the poems of
chivalry, the Spanifh and French romances, were fo
many monuments of that kind, compofed in the time
of a noble barbarifm, and of a heroifm, in which the
great and ridiculous were often blended.

Thefe compofitions, all once fo much celebrated,
are ouly calculated to gratify a vain curiofity. They
may be compared to the ruins of a Gothic palace.
They have, in general, the fame foundation ; and the
praifes in the one are as uniform as the apartments in
the other. All the women are prodigies of beauty,
and miracles of virtue.

In the courts, in the fields of battle or of tourna-
ment, every thing breathed of women. The fame
tafte prevailed in letters. One did not write, one did
not think, but for them. The fame man was often

; both
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both poet and warrior. He fung with his lyre, and

encountered with his lance, by turns, for the beauty
that he adored.

FOSOODOTOH

C H AP, XN

OF THE GREAT ENTERPRISES OF WOMEN IN THE
TIMES OF CHIVALRY.

HE t'mes and the manners of chivalry, by bringing

great enterprifes, bold adventures, and I know

not what of extravagant heroifm into fathion, infpired
the women with the fame tafte.

The two fexes always imitate each other. Their
manners and their minds are refined or corrupted, in-
vigorated or diffolved together.

The women, in confequence of the prevailing paf-
fion, were now feen in the middle of camps and of
armies. They quitted the foft and tender inclinati-
ons, and the delicate offices of their own fex, for
the courage, and the toilfome occupations of ours.

During the crufades, animated by the double en-
thufialm of religion and of valour, they often perform-
ed the moft romantic exploits. They obtained indul-
gences on the field of battle, and died with arms in
their hands, by the fide of their lovers, or of their
hufbands.

In Europe, the women attacked and defended for-
tifications. Princefles commanded their armies, and
obtained victories.

Such was the celebrated Joan de Mountfort, dif-
puting for her duchy of Bretagne, and engaging the
enemy herfelf.

Such

R
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Such was the ftill more celebrated Margaret of
Anjou, queen of England, and wife of Henry VI.
She was active and intrcpid, a general and a foldicr.
Her genius for a long time fupported her fecble huf-
band, taught him to conquer, replaced him upon the
throne, twice relieved him from prifon, and, though
oppreffed by fortune and by rebels, fhe did not yield, tili
fhe had decided in perfon twelve battles.

The warlik fpirit among the women. confiftent
with ages of barbarifim, when every thing is impetuous
becaufe nothing is fixed, and when all excefs is the
excefs of force, continued in LEurope upwards of four
hundred years, fhewing itfelf from time to time, and
always in the middle of convulfions, or on the eve of

eat revolutions.

But there were wmras and countries, in which that
fpirit appearcd with particular luftre. ~ Such were the
difplays it made in the fiftcenth and fixteenth cen-
turics in Hungary, and in the iflands of the Archi-
pelago and the Mediterrancan, when they were in-
vaded by the Turks.

Every thing confpired to animate the women of
thofe countries with an exalted courage : the prevail-
ing fpirit of the foregoing ages ; the terrer which the
name of the Turks infpired; the #fill more dreadful
apprehenfions of an unknown enemy ; the difference
of drefs, which has a ftronger ¢j%éé than is commonly
fuppofed on the imagination of a people ; the differ-
ence of religion, which produced a kind of facred
horror; the ftriking difference of manners; ard,
above all, the confinement of the female fex, which
grefentcd to the women of Europe nothing but the
rightful ideas of fervitude and a mafter; the groans of
honour, the tears of beauty in the embrac: of barba-
rifm, and the double tyranny of love and prile!

The contemplation of thefe objetts, accordingly,
roufed in the hearts of the women a refolute courage to
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defend themfelves ; nay, fometimes even a courage of
enthufiafm, which hurled itfclf againft the enemy.—
That courage, too, was augmented, by the promifes
of a religion, which offered eternal happinefs in ex-
change for the fuflerings of a moment.

It 1s not therefore furprifing, that, when three beauti-
ful women of the ifle of Cyprus were led prifoners to
Selim, to be fecluded in the feraglio, one of them, pre-
ferring death to fuch a condition, conceived the project
of fetting fire to the magazine ; and, after having com-
municated her defign to the reft, put it in execution.

The year following, a city of Cyprus being befieged
by the Turks, the women ran in crowds, mingled them-
felves with the foldiers, and, fighting gallantly in the
breach, were the means of faving their country.

Under Mahomet II. a girl of the ifle of Lemnos,
armed with the fword and fhield of her father, who had
fallen in battle, oppofed the Turks, when they had
forced a gate, and chafed them to the fhore.

In Hungary the women diftinguifhed themfelves
miraculoufly in a number of fieges and battles againft
the Turks. A woman of Tranfylvania, in different
engagements, is faid to have Ailled fix janiffaries with
her own hand.

In the two celebrated fieges of Rhodes and Malta,
the women, feconding the zeal of the knights, difco-
vered upon all accafions the greateft intrepidity ; not
only that impetuous and temporary impulfe which de-
{pifes death, but that cool and deliberate fortitude
which can fupport the continued hardfhips, the toils,
and the miferies of war.

CHAP.
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CHAP XX

OTHER CURIOUS PARTICULARS COMNCERNING FE-
MALES IN THOSE AGES.

HILE Charlemagne fivayed the feeptre in
@ i France, confeffion was confidered as {o abfo-
lutely neceffary to {alvation, that, in feveral cafes, and
particularly at the point of death, where no prieft or
man could be had, it was by the church allowed to be
made to a woman.

In the fixteenth century, it was no uncommon thing
for church ivings, the revenues of abbeys, and even of
bithoprics, to be given away with young ladies as a
portion. die

T'hus women exercifed a kind of facerdotal funétion:
and, though they did not atuelly officiate at the al-
tar, they enjoyed—what many of the priefts themfelves
would have been glad of—the emoluments of the altar,
without the drudgery of its fervice.

In pofterior ages, women have crept ftill farther into
the oigoces of the church. The chriftians of Circaffia
allow their nuns to adminifter the facrament of baptifm.

When any material difference happened between man
and man, or when one accufed another of a crime, the
decifion, according to an ancient cuftom eftablithed
by law, was to be by a fingle combat, or the ordeal
trial. From both which ndiculous ways of appealing
to heaven, women were exempted.

When a man had faid any thing that refleted ditho-
nour on a woman, or accufed her of a crime, the was not
obliged to fight him to prove her innocence : the
combat would have been unequal. But fhe might choofe
a champion to fight in her caufe, or expofe himfelf to
the horrid trial, in order to clear her reputation. Such
champions were generally feleCted from her lovers or

friends.
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friends. But if fhe fixed upon any other, fo high was
the fpirit of martial glory, and fo eager the thirft of
defending the weak and helplefs fex, that we meet with
no inftance of a champion ever having refufed to fight
fot, or undergo whatever cuftom required in defence of,
the lady who had honoured him with the appointment.

To the motives already mentioned, we may add ano-
ther. He who had refufed, muft inevitably have been
branded with the name of coward: and, {fo defpicable
was the condition of a coward, in thofe times of gene-
ral heroifn, that death itfelf appeared the more prefer-
able choice. Nay, fuch was the rage of fighting for
women, that it became cuftomary for thofe who could
not be honoured with the decifion of their real quar-
rels, to create fiftitious ones concerning them, in order
to create alfo a neceflity of fighting.

Nor was fighting for the ladies confined to fingle
combatants. Crowds of gallants entered the lfts
againft each other. Even kings called out their fub-
je&ts, to fhew their love to their miftrefles, by cutting
the throats of their neighbours, who had not in the
leaft offended.

Iu the fourteenth century, when the countefs of
_Blois and the widow of Mountfort were at war againft
each other, a conference was agreed to, on pretence of
fettling a peace, but in reality to appoint a combat.—
Inftead of negociating, they foon challenged each other;
and Beaumanoir, who was at the head of the Britons,
publicly declared ghat they fought from no other me-
tive, than to fec, by the victory, who had the faireft
miftrefs.

In the fifteenth century, we find an anecdote of this
kind ftill more extraordmmary. Jchn, duke de Bour-
bonnois, publifhed a declaration, that he would go over
to England, with fixteen knights, and there fight it
out, in order to avoid idlenels, and merit the good
graces of his miltrefs. ;

James
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James IV. of Scotland having, in all tournaments,
profefled himf{elf knight to queen Anne of France, the
fummoned him to prove himfelf her true and valorous
champion, by taking the field in her defence, againft
his brother in law, Henry VIIL. of England. He
obeyed the romantic mandate ; and the two nations
bled to feed the vanity of a woman.

Warriors, when ready to engage, invoked the aid of
their miftrefles, as poets do that of the Mufes. If they
fought valiently, it refleGted honour on the Dulcineas
they adored ; but if they turned their backs on their
enemies, the poor ladies were dithonoured for ever.

Love was, at that time, the moft prevailing motive
to fighting. The famous Gafton de Foix, who com-
manded the French troops at the battle of Ravenna,
took advantage of this foible of his army. He rode
from rank to rank, calling his officers by name, and even
fome of his private men, recommending to them their
country, their honour, and, above all, to fhew what they
could do for the love of their miftreffes. )

The women of thofe ages, the reader may imagine,
were certainly more completely happy than in any .
other period of the world. This, however, was not
in reality the cafe.

Cuftom, which governs all things with the moft
abiolute fway, had, through a long fucceffion of years,
given her fanction to fuch combats as were undex-
taken, either to defend the innocence, or difplay the
beauty of women. Cuftom, therefore, either obliged
a man to fight for a woman who defired him, or
marked the refufal with infamy and difgrace. But
cuftom did not oblige him, in every other part of his
condu&, to behave to this woman, or to the fex in
general, with that refpeét and politenefs which have
h.appily diftinguifhed the charatter of more modern
times.

G 2 The
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The fame man who would have encountered giants,
or gigantic difficulties, ¢ when a lady was in the
“ cafe,” had but little idea of adding to her happinefs,
by fupplying her with the comforts and elegancies of
life, And, had fhe afked him to ftoop, and eafe her
of a part of  that domeflic flavery which, almoit in
every country, falls to the lot of women, he would
have thought him{clf quite affronted.

But befides, men had nothing elfe, in thofe ages,
than that kind of romantic gailantry to recommend
them. Ignorant of letters, arts, and fciences, and
every thing that refines human nature, they were, in
every thing where gallantry was not concerned,
rough and unpolifhed in their manners and behaviour.
Their time was fpent in drinking, war, gallantry, and
idlenefs. In their hours of relaxation, they were but
little in company with their women ; and when they
were, the indelicacies of the caroufal, or the crueltics
of the field, were almoft the only fubjects they had to
talk of 5

From the fubverfion of the Roman empire, to the
fourteenth or fifteenth century, women {pent moft of
their time alone. They were almoft entire ftrangers
to the joys of focial life. They feldom went abroad,
but to be fpeCrators of fuch public diverfions and
amufements as the fathion of the times countenanced.
Francis I. was the firft monarch who introduced them
on public days to court.

Before his time, nothing was to be feen at any
of the courts of Europe, but long-bearded politicians,
plotting the deftruftion of the rights and lLiberties of
mankind ; and warriors-clad in complete armour, ready
‘to put their plots in execution.

In the eighth century, fo flavifh was the .condition
of women on the one hand, and fo much was beauty
coveted on the other, that, for about two hundred
years, the kings of Auftria were obliged to pay a tri-

bute
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bute to the mores, of one hundred beautiful virgins
per annum.

In the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, elegence
had fearcely any exiftence, and even cleanlinefs was
hardly confidered as laudable. ~ The ufe of linen was
not known ; and the moft delicate of the fair fex wore
woollen fhifts.

In the time of Henry VIII. the peers of the realm
carried their wives behind them on horfeback, when
they went to London ; and, in the fame manner, took
them back to their country feats, with hoods of waxed
linen over their heads, and wrapped in mantles of cloth,
to fecure them from the cold.

There was one misfortune of a fingular nature, to
which women were liable in thofe days: they
were in perpetual danger of being accufed of witch-
craft, and fuffering all the crueltics and indignities of
a mob, inftigated by fuperftition and directed by en-
thufiafm ; or of being condemned by laws, which
were at once a difgrace to humanity and to {enfe.
Lven the bloom of youth and beauty could not fecure
them from torture and from death. But when age
and wrinkles attacked a woman, if any thing un-
.«common happened in her neighbourhood, fhe was al-
moft fure of atoning with her life, for a crime it was
impoffible for her to commit. £

PO OOO IO BESOTOE
S AR XA
OF THE ARABIAN WOMEN.

TP YH E confequence of the women in Arabia was
annihilated by Mahomet. But before his time

they feem to have poflefled privileges hardly inferior
to
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to thofe with which they are honoured in the politeft
countries of Europe.

The law gave them a right to independent pro-
perty, either by inheritance, by gift, or by marriage
fettlement. The wife had a regular dower, and an
annual allowance, which fhe might difpofe of in her
Iife-time, or at her death.

To the fortune he received with his wife Cadhiga,
who carried on an extenfive trade to Spain and Syria,
Mahomet himf{elf was indebted for the origin of his
wealth and of his grandeur.

While his fe& was increafing, the women of rank
took an active part both in civil and military affairs.
Several of them flrongly oppofed all his innovations.
Henda, accompanied by fifteen other ladies of dif-
tin&ion, contributed to his defeat at the battle of
Ohod. After his death, Ayefha, one of his widows, by
her influence and addrefs, raifed her father Abubeker
to be the fucceflor of her hufband.

But the religion which taught that women were
only mere objets of pleafure, and the maxims which
dictated that they fhould be guarded for that par-
ticular purpofe, now becoming general, in little more
than a century they feem to have dwindled from
creatures of importance, to beings only confecrated to
calliance and Tove.

Such were the confequences of Mahometifm. But
no innovation that could happen in the ages in which
it was introduced, need much furprife us. ‘The
politics of the Arabians were then regulated by no
fixed principles. Their religion had difgufted the
mind with idle articles of belief, and improbable fic-
tions. This was not the cafe in Arabia only : human
nature, as was before obferved, feemed every where in
a ftate of wavering and imbicility. In Europe it en-
deavoured to blend the meek and forgiviug {pirit of
the religion of Jefus, with the fierce and intolerant

{pirit
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fpirit of war and bloodfhed ; and the fame tender fen-
timent which bound a lover to his miftrefs, inftigated
him, in the moft favage manner, to cut the throats
of all thofe who openly profefled either to love or
hate her.

ON THE LEARNING OF WOMEN.

W H EN chivalry began to decline in Europe,
it left behind it a tinGure of romantic gal-

lantry in the manners, which communicated itfelf to
the works of imagination.

Many verfes were then written, expreflive of pal-
fions either real or feigned, but always refpeciful and
tender. In France, where the diffipated nobility fpent
their life in war, love was generally painted under the
idea of conqueft. In Italy, where another fet of ideas
prevailed, it was always reprefented as an adoration or
worfhip.

This confufion of religion and gallantry, of plato-
nifm and poetry, of the ftudy of the languages and of
the laws, of the ancient philofophy and the modern
theology, formed the general chara@ter of the moft
illuftrious men of thofe times. The fame obfervation
may be extended to the moft celebrated women.

Never were the women fo univerfally diftinguithed
for profound learning, as in this period. Perhaps, as
it followed the ages of chivalry, when feveral women
had difputed with men the prize of valour, being de-
firous to eftablifh the equality of their fex in all things,
they were ambitions to prove that they had as much

genius
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genius as courage ; and to fubje@, even by their ta
lents, thofe over whom they reigned by their beauty.

The general fpirit of this peried is worthy of ob-
fervation.

We might then have feen women pr aching, and
mixing themfelves in controverfies ; women occupy-
ing the chairs of philofophy and of juftice ; women
haranguing in Latin before the pope; women writ-
ing in Greek, and ftudying IHebrew. Nuns were
poetefles, and women of quality divines. And young
girls, who had ftudied eloquence, would, with the
{weeteft countenances, and the moft plaintive voices
in the world, go, and pathetically exhort the pope
and the Chriftian princes to declare war againft the
Turks.

The religious {pirit, which has animated women in
“all ages, fhewed itfelf at this time ; but it changed its
form. It had made them, by turns, martyrs, apoitles,
warriors, and concluded in making them divines and
{cholars.

An incredible value was ftill fet on the ftudy of
languages. In private families, in the convents, in
the courts, and even upon thrones, the fame tafte
reigned. It was but a poor qualification for.a woman
to read Virgil and Cicero. The mouth of a young
Italian, Spanith, or Britifh lady feemed adorned with
a particular grace, when fhe repeated fome Hebrew
phrafe, or thundered out fome verfes of Homer.

Poctry, fo charming to the imagination and to
fufceptible hearts, was embraced with ardour by the
women. It was a new and pleafing exertion of ta-
_ lents, which flattered felf-love, and amufed the mind.
“Perhaps, too, that want which they experienced, even
without fufpeGing it, in a fubtle philofophy, an ab-
ftra& theology, and an empty ftudy of dialeéts and of
founds, would make them more fenfible to the charms

of
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of an art, which continually feeds the imagination
with its images, and the heart with its {fentiments.

I fhall particularize a few of the women who
were moft celebrated for their learning and talents
in that period.

In the thirteenth century, a young lady of Bologna
devoted herfelf to the ftudy of the Latin language,
and of the laws. At the age of twenty-three, fhe
pronounced a funeral oration in Latin in the great
church of Bologna ; and, to be admitted as an or tor,
fhe had neither need of indulgence, on account of her
youth, nor of her fex. At the age of twenty-fix, fhe
took the degree of a doftor of laws, and began pub-
licly to expound the Inftitutions of Juflinian. At
the age of thirty, her great reputation raifed her to
a chair, where fhe taught the law to a prodigious con-
courfe of fcholars from all nations. She joined the
charms av.d accomplifhments of a woman to all the
knowledge of a man. But fuch was the power of her
eloquence, that her leauty was only admired when her
tongue was filent.

In the fourteenth century, a like example was ex-
hibited in that city. In the fifteenth century, the
fame prodigy appeared there a third time. And,
even at this day, in the city of Bologna, there is ftill
a learned chair filled with honour by a woman.

At Venice, in the courfe of the fixteenth century,
two celebated women attra® our notice. 'The one *
compofed fuccefsfully a great number of pieces in
verfe, ferious, comic, heroic, and tender ; and fome
paflorals, which were much admiced. The other t,
who was one of the moft learned women of Italy,
wrote equally well the three languages of Homer,
Virgil, and Dante, and in verfe as well as in profe.
She peffeffed all the philofophy of her own, and t_l(:f

e

* Modefta di Pozzo di Zori.
1 Caffandra Fidele,
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the preceding ages. By her graces, fhe even embels
lithed theology. She fupported zhefes with the great-
eft luftre.  She gave public lettures at Padua. She
joined to her ferious ftudies the elegant arts, particu-
larly mufic ; and foftened her learning {till farther by
her manners. She received homage from fovereign
pontiffs and fovereign princes ; and, that fhe might
be fingular in all things, fhe lived upwards of a century.

At Verona, Iflotta Nogarolla acquired fo great a
reputation by her eloquence, that kings were curious to
liften, and {cholars to attend, to hear, and to fee.

At Florence, a nun of the houfe of Strozzi difpelled
the languor and indolence of the cloifter by her tafte
for letters; and, in her folitude, was known over
Italy, Germany, and France.

At Naples, Sarrochia compofed a celebrated poem
upon Scandeberg ; and, in her life-time, was com~
pared to Boyardo and to Taflo.

At Rome we find Vi&oria Colonna, marchionefs of
Pefcaira, who paffionately loved and fuccefsfully cul-
tivated letters, ~While ftill young, fhe bewailed the
lofs of a hufband, who was a great warrior, and pafled
the remainder of her life in ftudy and melancholy,
eclebrating, in the moft tender poetry, the hero whom
fhe loved.

During the fame age, among the illuftrious women
of all ages, we find every where the fame charater, and
the fame kind of ftudies.

In Spain, Ifabella of Rofera preached in the great
church of Barcelona, came to Rome under Paul the
Third, and converted the Fews by her eloquence.
Ifabella of Cardoua underftood the Latin, Greek, and
Hebrew ; and, though pofleffed of beauty, reputation,
and riches, had ftill the fancy to be a doétor, and took
her degrees in theology.

In France we fee feveral women poffeffed of all
the learning of the times, particularly the dutchle{s of

etz,
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Retz, who under Charles IX. was celebrated even'in
Italy, and who aftonifhed the Polith nobility, when
they came to demand the duke of Anjou for their
king. They beheld with wonder, at court, a young
lady fo iatelligent, and who fpoke the ancient lan-
guages with no lefs purity than grace.

In England we meet with the three Seymours,
fifters, nieces to a king, and daughters to a regent, all
celebrated for their %earning, and for their clegant
Latin verfes, which were tranflated and repeated all
over Europe.

Jane Gray, whofe elevation to the throne was only
a {tep to the fcaffold, read before her death, in Greek,
Plato’s Dialogue on the immortality of the Soul.

The eldeit daughter of the illuftrious chancellor,
Sir Thomas More, wasa wife and amiable lady, Her
learning was almoft eclipfed by her virtues. = She cor-
relponded in Latin with the great Erafmus, who ftyled
her the ornament of Briton. After fhe had confoled
her father in prifon, had rufhed through the guards
~ to fnatch a lalt embrace, had obtained the liberty
of paying him funeral honours, had purchafed his
head with gold—fhe was herfelf loaded with fetters for
two crimes—for having kept the head of her father asa
relic, and for having preferved his books and writings.
She appeared before her judges with intrepidity, juf-
tified herfelf with that eloquence which virtue beftows
on injured merit, commanded admiration and refpeét,
and pafled the reft of her life in retirement, in melan-
choly, and in {ftudy.

We behold in Scotland, Mary Stuart, heir of that
crown, the moft beautiful women of her age, and one
of the moft learned, who could write and fpeak fix
languages, who made elegant verfes in French, and
who, when very young, deliveied an oration in Latin
to the court of France, to prove that'the ftudy of
letters is confiftent with the female cham&cr.l b;o

ovely
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lovely and fo happy an example of the truth which fhe
advanced, could not fail to convince. Mary added to
her learning a delicate tafte in the polite arts, parti-
cularly mufic, and adorned the whole with the moft
feminine courtly manners.

‘What has fince been called fociety was not then in.
deed fo much known. Luxury, and the want of occu-
pation, had not introduced the cuftom of fitting five
or {ix hours before a glafs, to invent fathions, Some
ufe was made of time. Hence that variety of lan-
guages, arts, and {ciences, which were acquired by
women.

It is but juft, however, to obferve, that the vanity
of undertaking every thing is peculiar to the infancy
of letters. In childhood, all the world over-rate their
powers. It is only by meafuring them that we come
to know them. The defires themfelves were then more
cafily fatisfied than the thirft of learning. People were
more anxious to know than to think ; and the mind,
more active than extended, was unable to comprehend
the fecrets, or reach the depth of the {ciences,

o AR aX X IT.

OF THE EUROPEAN WOMEN.
N all polithed nations, chaftity has ever been efteem-
ed the principa! ornament of the female chara&er.
For this virtue tle European lidies are very eminent,
"Their condu& is influenced by a veneration for that
purity of manners and of charater, fo ftrongly incul-
cated by the precepts of the Chriftian religion. We
may juftly affert that Europe, in general, 1s more fa-
mous
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mous for the chaftity and other good qualitics of its
women, than any other part of the globe.

The virtues of modefty and chaflity, Lhowever, do
not flourith moft, where they are attempied to be
forced upon the women, by locks, Lars, and gover-
nantes, as in Spain ; nor where unreftrained Lberty
and politenefs are carried to the greateft length, as in
France and Italy ; but rather where refinement is not
arrived fo far, as to reckon every reftraint upon incli-

nation a mark of ill-breading.

SOOOODOOTOVOSES
€ H AP XXIV.
OF THE FRENCH WOMEN.

TH O UG H the ladies of France are not very

handfome, they are fenfible and witty. To
many of them, without the leaft flattery, may be applied
the diftich which Soppho afcribes to herfels :

“ Si mihi difficilis formam natura negavit,
“ Ingenio formz damna rependo mez.”

If partial nature has denied me beauty, the charms of
my mind amply make wp for the deficiency.

No woman upon earth can excel, and few rival them,
in their almoft native arts of pleafing all who approach
them. Add to this, an education beyond that of
moft European ladies, a confummate fkill in thofe ac-
complifhments that fuit the fair fex, and the moft
graceful manner of difplaying that knowledge to the
utmolt advantage. il
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Such is the deflcription that may fafely be given of
the French ladies in general. But the {pirit, or rather
the ewil genius of gallantry, too often perverts all thefe
lovely gualities, and renders them fubfervient to very
iniquitous ends.

In every country, women have always a little to do,
and a great deal to fay. In France, they diftate almoft
every thing that is faid, and dire& every thing that is
done. They are the moft reftlefs beings in the world.
"To fold her hands in idlenefs, and impofe filence en
her tongue, would be to a I'rench woman worfe than
death. The {ole joy of her life is to be engaged in
the profecution of fome fcheme, relating either to
fafthion, ambition, or love.

Among the rich and cpulent, they are entirely the
votaries of pleafure, which they purfue through all its
labyrinths, at the expenfe of fortune, reputation, and
health. Giddy and extravagant to the laft degree,
they leave to their hufbands ceconomy and care, which
would only fpoil their complexions, and furrow their
brows.

When we defeend to tradefmen and mechanics, the
cafe 1s reverfed : the wife manages every thing in the
houfe and fhop, while the hufband lounges in the
back-fhop an idle {peétator, or ftruts about with his
fword and bag-wig.

Matrimony, among the French, feems to be a bar-
gain entered into by a male and female to bear the
fame name, live in the fame houfe, and purfue their fe-
parate pleafures without refiraint or control. And, fo
rcligioufly is this part of the bargain kept, that both
parties fhape their courfe exallly as convenience and
inclivation difate.

"There is no part of the world, however, where the
company of men of letters is more acceptable to the
fair fex than in France. This circumitarce  diffufes
kaowledge among the women, g{ves an elegance and

cheerfulnefs
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"cheerfuluefs to the men, and renders them men of the
world as well as of learning. So great is female influ-
ence over literature, as well as over every other thing
in France, that by far the moft confiderable part of the
productions of the prefs are calculated for their ca-
pacity.

In no country does real politenefs fhew itfelf more
than in France, where the company of the women is
acceflible to every man who can recommend himfelf
by his drefs, and by his addrefs. To affeCtation and
prudery the French women are equally firangers.
Eafy and unaffe@ed in their manners, their politenefs
has fo much the appearance of nature, that one would
almoft believe no part of it to be the effe&t of art. An
air of fprightlinefs and gaity fits perpetually on their
countenances, and their whole deportment feems to
indicate that their only bufinefs is to ¢ ftrew the path
“ of life with flowers.” Perfuafion hangs on their
lips; and, though their volubility of tongue is inde-
fatigable, fo foft is their accent, fo lively their ex-
preflion, fo various their attitudes, that they fix the at-
tention for hours together on a tale of nothing.

The Jewifh doftors have a fable concerning the ety-
mology of the word Eve, which one would almoft be
tempted to fay is realized in the French women.
“ Eve,” fay they,  comes from a word, which fignifics
“ to talk ; and fhe was fo called, becaufe, {foon after
% the creation, there fell fraom heaven twelve bafkets
¢ full of chit chat, and fhe picked up #ixe of them, while
¢ her hufband was gathering the other three.”

The wind, or the fafbions which the folows, are
hardly more inconfiftant than a French lady’s mind.
Her fole joy is in the number of her admirers, and her
fole pride in changing them as often as poffible. Over
the whole of them fhe exercifes the moft abfolute
power, and they are zealoufly attentive ev2n to prevent
her withes, by pcrfcrminﬁg' whatever they think fhe has

2 ar
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any irclination to. Their time, their interelt, and_
allivity, are wholly devoted to her will, or rather to
her caprice. Even the purfe, that moft inacceflible
thing about a Frenchman, muit pour out its laft fous,
at the czall of his miftrefs. Should he fail in this par-
ticular, he would immediately be difcarded from her
train, with the difgrace of having preferred Mercury
to Venus.

‘While a French woman is able to drink at the ftream
of pleafure, fhe is generally an atheift. As her tafte
for that diminithes, the becomes gradually religious;
and when fhe hasloft it altogether, is the moft bigotted
devotee.

Upon the whole, French females rather facrifice too
much of their delicacy to wit, and of their chaftity to
good-breeding. They pay too little regard to their
chara&cer, and too much to a ridiculous opinion that
fathionable people are above it. They are too much
the creatures of art, and have almoft difcarded nature
as much from their feelings as from their faces.

To what has been faid on this fubje&, I fhall only

add the following entertaining defcription of French
gallantry, and French manners.
« A Frenchman,” fays an ingenious writer, ¢ piques
him{elf upon being polithed above the natives of
any other country, by his converfation with the fair
“ fex. In the courfe of this communication, with
 which he is indulged from his tender ye s, he
learns, like a parrot, by rote, the whole circle of
French compliments, which are a fet of phrafes,
“ ridiculous even to a proverb ; and thefe he throws
“ out indifcriminately to all women without dif-
tinCtion, 1in the exercife of that kind of addrefs,
which is here diftinguifhed by the name of galiantry.
% Tt is an exercife, by the repetition of which he be-
“ ‘comes vety Reri, very familiar, and very imperti-
% ment.
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% A Frenchman, in confequence of his mingling
with the females from his infancy, not only becomes
acquainted with all their cuftoms and humours, but
grows wonderfully alert in performing a thoufand
little offices, which are overlooked by other men,
whofe time has been {pent in making more valuable
acquifitions. He enters, without ceremony, a lady’s
bed-chamber, attends her at her toilette, regulates
the diftribution of her patches, and advifes where to
lay on the paint. If he vifits her when fhe is dreffed,
and perceives the leaft impropriety in her coiffure,
he infifts upon adjufting it with his own hands. If
he fees a curl, or evena fingle hair amifs, he pro-
duces his comb, his fciffars, and pomatum, and fets
it to rights with the dexterity of a profefled fri-
zeur. %’Ie fquires her to every place fhe vifits,
either on bufinefs or pleafure ; and by dedicating
his whole time to her, renders himfelf neceffary to
her occafions. In fhort, of all the coxcombs on
the face of the earth, a French petit-maitre is the
moft impertinent. And they are all petits-maitres,
from the marquis who glitters in lace and embroi-
dery, to the garcon barbiere (barber’s boy) co-
vered with meal, who ftruts with his hair in a long
queue, and his hat under his arm.
¢ I fhall only mention one cuftom more, which
{eems to carry human affe&ation to the very fartheft
verge of folly and extravagance : that is, the man-
ner in which the faces of the ladies are primed and
painted. It is generally fuppofed that part of the
fair fex, in fome other countries, make ufe of fard
and vennilion for very different purpofes; namely,
to help abad or faded complexion, to heighten the
graces, or conceal the defe@s of nature, as well as
the ravages of time. I fhall not enquire whether it
is juft and honeft to impofe in this manner on man-
kind. If it is not honeft, it may be allowed to be
¢« artful
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artful and politic, and fhews, at leaft, a defire of
being agreeable. But to lay it on as the fafhion in
France prefcribes to all the ladies of condition, who
indeed cannot appear without this badge of diftine-
tion, s to difguife themfelves in {uch a manner as to
render them odious and deteftable to every fpeéta-
tor who has the leaft relith left for nature and pro-
priety.  As for the fard, or white, with which, their
necks and fhoulders are plaiftered, it may be in
fome meafure excufable, as their fkins are naturally
brown or fallow. But the rouge which is daubed
on their faces, from the chin up to the eyes, without
the leaft art or dexterity, not only deftroys all dif-
tin@ion of features, but renders the afpeét really
frightful, or at leaft conveys nothing but ideas of dif-
guit and averfion. Without this horrible mafk, no
married lady is admitted at court, or in any polite
affembly ; and it is a mark of diftin&ion which none
of the lower claffes dare affume.”

S H A B XXV,

OF THE ITALIAN WOMEN,

HE elegant author Dr. Goldfmith thus cha-
ralterifes the Italians in general ;

 Could nature’s bounty fatisfy the breaft,

“ The fons of Italy were furely blefi.

“ Whatever fruits in different climes are found,
“ That proudly rife or humbly court the ground ;
¢ Whatever blooms in torrid tradls appear,

¢ Whofe bright fucceffion decks the varied year 3

¢ Whatever

~ -
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“ Whatever fweets falute the northern fiy,
“ With wernal lives that bloffom but to die :
« Thefe, here difporting, own the kindred foil,
“ Nor aft luxuriance from their planter’s toil ;
“ While fea-born gales their gelid wings expand,
“ To winnow fragrance round the fmiling land.
“ But fmall the blifs that fenfe alone heflows,
“ And fenfual blifs is all the nation knows.
«“ In florid beauty groves and fields appear,
% Man feems the only growth that dwindles here.
 Contrafted faults through all his manners reign ;
“ Though poor, luxurious ; though fubmiffive, wvain ;
“ Though grave, yet trifling ; =ealous, yct untrue ;
“ And&en in penance planning fins aneav.
“¢ Al evils here contaminate the mind,
“ That opulence departed leaves bebind : y
“ For wealth avas theirs, not far remov’d the date,
““ When commerce proudly floury/h’d through the flate:
“ At her command the palace learn’d to rife,
“ Again the long-fall'n column fought the fries ;
“ The canvas glow’d, beyond en nature warm ;
¢ The pregnant quarry teem’d with human form.
« Till, more unfleady than the fouthern gale,
“ Commerce on other fhores difplay’d her fale ;
“ While nought remain’d of all that riches gave,
«“ But towns unmann’d, and lords without a flave ;
¢ And late the nation found, aith fruitlefs fkill,
“ Iis former flrength avas but plethoric ill.
& et flill the lofs of awealth is here fupplied
““ By arts, the [plended avrecks of former pride ;
“ From thefe the feelle heart and long-fall’n mind
¢ An eafy compenfation feem to find.
“ Here may be feen in bloodlefs pomp array’d,
« The pafleboard triumph, and the cavalcade ;
“ Proceffions form’d for picty and love,
“ A myflrefs or a faint in every grove.”’

Almoft

e vz 0
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Almoft every traveller, who has vifited Italy, agrees
in defcribing it as the moft abandoned of all the coun-
tries of Furope. At Venice, at Naples, and indeed
m almoft every part of Italy, women are taught from
their infancy the various arts of alluring to their
arms the young and unwary, and of obtaming from
them, while heated by love or wine, every thing that
flattery and falfe {miles can obtain, in thefe unguarded
moments.

The Italian ladies are not quite fo gay and volatile
as the French, nor do they fo much excite the rifibility
of the fpe@ator; but, by the foftnefs of their language,
and their manner, they more forcibly engaze the
heart. They are not fo much the cameleon or the
weathercock, but have fome decent degree of per-
manency in their connections, whether of Jove or
driendfhip. With regard to jealoufy, they are {o far
from being carclefs and indifferent, in that refpe&, as
the French are, that they often fuffer it to tranfport
them to the moft unwarrantable aétions. ’

The Italian women are far preferable to the French
in point of exterior charmes; but thier education is,
in general, moft fcandaloufly neglefted. Thofe ac-
complifhments, which render the ladies in England and
in France fo acceptable in company, are but rarely
found among the Italians, who depend chiefly on their
native fubtlety and finefle, to ingratiate themfelves
with fuch as they deem worthy of their notice.

Love, in Italy, meets with very {fmall encouragement
from the great. That innocent, pure, and fentimental
pafion, which the fanction of ftricteft virtue autho-
rifes, is almoft obliterated among them. The fordid
motives, which, to the difgrace of moft nations, have
fo much undue influence over them in their matrimo-
nial conneétions, are ftill much more infamoufly pre-
valent among the nobility and gentry of Italy.

An Italian female of birth and fortune, bred in the

prifon
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prifon of a cloifter, is brought forth, when marriageable,
to receive her fentence; and conduéted like a viGim
to the altar, there tobe made a facrifice to a man of
whom fhe hardly knows the face. Among them, we
find none of thofe antecedent homages'of a lover, none
of thofe engaging proofs of attachment, whic.h only
can fecure a reciprocation. In fhort, no medium qf
courtthip intervencs, and therefore no opportunity is
given to create an affetion on either fide.

There exifts in Ttaly a fpecies of beings unknown
throughout the reft of Europe; who, though their
rife be not remotely diftant, have wrought a change
in the temper and manners of the Italians, that renders
them, in fome refpeéts, a people totally different from
what they were a century ago. Thefe beings are
well known by the name of cicifbeys, and may be con-
fidered in the light of affiftants and fubftitutes to thofe
men of fafhion who have entered into the matrimonial
ftate, and whofe fair partners require more attendance
than they are willing, or than their occupations and
affairs will allow them to give. This inftitution ap-
pears an admirable relief to thofe young gentlemen,
who are afraid, from fundry motives, to venture on a
wife, and yet are unwilling to renounce the foft amufe-
ments refulting from the fociety of a female com-
panion.

3 Hence, at firft fight, this employment of a cicifbey
may feem delightful to perfons of a diffolute and
libertine difpofition; but many a one, who fought it
with all the eagernels of inexperience, has heartily re.
gretted the day of his admiffion to a fervitude, which
robs him of every moment of his liberty, and gives
the lady, under whoft banners he has enlifted himfelf,
an abfolute command of his perfon, his time, his
means, his credit, and whatever he can call his own.
An Italian women knows no referves; and he that
pretends to her good graces muft diveft himfelf ofhWi;;
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will and paffions, and make an entire facrifice of them
to her caprice. Thus a cicifbey is a perfeét flave ;
and though no favours are denied him, yet the price
he pays is far beyond the value he receives, when we
refleét that he barters for it the peace of his mind,
and the profperity of his circumitances; as it very
often happens that advancements in life are retarded,
and fometimes totally fruftrated, through the impedi-
ments thrown in the way of adivity by the attentions
a lady infifts upon from him, who, by the fatal office
he has accepted, has bound himfelf to perpetual fla-
very.

But if fuch a conne&ion, viewed only in a light
of pleafure and gallantry, is {o very far from anfwering
the expeGations even of the man of mere pleafure,
it ftill difplays a more fhocking pi¢ure, when we
examine it according to the rules of morality, as it
radically deftroys the very firft principles on which
the reciprocal happinefs of the fexes is founded, by in-
troducing into the wedded ftate a mutual iudifference
or contempt.

$SieEl A P XX VT

OF THE SPANISH WOMEN.

S the Spanifh ladies are under a greater {eclufion

from general fociety, than the fex is in other
European countries, their defires of an adequate de-
gree of liberty are confequently more ftrong and
urgent. A free and open communication being de-
nied them, they make it their bufinefs to fecure them-
felves a fecret and hidden one. Hence it is that

Spain is the country of intrigue.
The
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The Spanifh women are little or nothing indebted
to education. But nature has liberally fupplied them
with a fund of wit and {prightlinefs, which is certaialy
no fmall inducement to thofe, who have only tranfient
glimpfes of their charmes, to with very earncﬂly for a
removal of thofe impediments, that obftruct t'hexr more
frequent prefence. This not being attainable inalawiul
way of cuftomary intercourfe, the natural propenfity
of men to overcome difficulties of this kind, incites
them to leave no expedient untried to gain admittance
to what perhaps was at firft only the object of their
admiration, but which, by their being refufed an in-
nocent gratification of that paffion, becomes at laft
the fubje@& of a more ferious one. Thus in Spain,
as in all countries where the fex is Jept much out
of fight, the thoughts of men are continually em-
ployed in divifing methods to break into their con-
ccalments.

"['here is in the Spaniards a native digaity ; which,
though the fource of many inconvenicuces, has ne-
verthelefs this falutary effect, that it fets them above
almolt every fpecies of meannefs and infidelicy.  This
quality is not peculiar to the men j it diffules itfelf
in a great meafure, among the women alfo. Its effe@s
are vifible both in their conftancy in love and friend-
fhip, in which refpeés they are the very reverfe of the
French women. Their affeftions are not to be gained
by a bit of fparkling lace, or a tawdry fet of liveries ;
nor are they to be loit by the appearance of ftill finer.
Their deportment is rather' grave and referved 5 and,
oa the whole, they have much more of the prude thap
the coquette in their compofition, Being more con-
fined at home, and lefs engaged in bufinefs and plea-
fure, they take more care of their children than the
French, and have a becoming tendernefs in their dif-
pofition to all animals, except an heretic and = rival.

Something
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Something more than a century ago, the Marquis
D’Aﬁro'ms having prevailed on a young women of
great bcaut) to ‘)cc.omg his miftrefs, the Marchionefs
hearing of it, went to her lodging with fome affaffins,
killed hcr, tore out her heart, “carried it home, made a
ragout of it, and prefented the difh to the Marquis.
Tt is exceedingly good,” faid he. ¢ No wonder,”
anfwered fhe, “‘{fince it is made of the heart of that
¢ creature you fo much doated on.” And, to con-
firm what fhe had faid, fhe immediately drew out her
head all bloody from beneath her hoop, and rolled it
on the flore, her eyes fparkling all the time with a
mixture of pleafure and infernal fury.

The Spaniards are indulgent almoft beyond mea-
‘fure to their women ; and there are feveral fituations
in which they take every advantage of this indulgence.
A kept millrefs has, by indifputable cuftom, a right
to a rew fuit of clothes, according to the quality of
her keeper, as often as fhe is blooded. She need only
feign a flight illnefs, and be on a proper footing with
the do&or, to procure this as often-as fhe pleafcs.

A lady to whom a gentleman pays his addrefles,
is fole miftrefs of his time and money ; and, fhould he
refufe her any requeft, whether reafonable or capri-
clons, it would refleét eternal difhonour upon him
among the men, and make him the deteftation of all
the women.

But, in no fituation does their charater appear fo
whimfical, or their power fo confpicuous, as when
they are pregnant. In this cafe, whatever they long
for, whatever they afk, or whatever they have an inch-

“nation to do, they muft be indulged in.

C H Alg
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CH'A P. XXVIL
OF THE ENGLISH WOMEN.

HE women of England are eminent for many
T good qualities both of the head and of the
heart.  There we meet with that inexpreffible foftnefs
and delicacy of manners, which, cultivated by educa-
tion, appears as much faperior to what it does without
it, as the polithed diamond appears fuperior to that
which is rough from the minz. In fome parts of the
world, women have attained to fo little knowledge,
and fo little confequence, that we confider theivadrtues
as merely of the negative kind. In England they eon-
fit not only in abftinence frem evil, but ‘in deing
good.

There we fee the fex every day exerting themfclves
in a&s of benevolence and charity, in relieving the dif-
trefTes of the body, and binding up the woundsz of the
mind ; in reconciling the differences of friends, and
preventing the ftrife of enemies; and, to fum np all,
in that care and attention to their offspring, wlich is
{o neceffary and effential a part of their duty.

With regard to the Englith ladies, Mr. Grofley,a
French writer, makes the following juft, and very
favourable remarks: ¢ That fex,” fays he, “is, in
its prefent ftate, jult fuch as one could with it to be,
in order to form the felicity of wedlock. Their fe-
rious and thoughtful difpefition, by rendering them
fedentary, attaches them to their hufbands, to their
children, and the care of their houfes. They, for
the moft part, nurfe their own children themfelves :
and this cuftom, which gains gromnd every day, isa
new tie of affetion to the mothers.

« The Englifh women are by no means indifferent
about public affairs. Their interefling themfelves in

thefe,

i
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thefe, givesa new pleafure to focial life. The hufband
slways finds at home fomebedy to whom he can open
‘z himfelf, and converfe 2s long and as earncftly 2s he
thinks proper, upon thofe fubjeéts which he has moft
at heart.
““ At an affembly compofed of both fexes, a lady
atked me whether I ftill had many curiofitics and
i objects of obfervation to vifit in Londen ? T made an-
A fiwer, that there was {ll one of great importance left
for me to know, and that fhe and her company could
cive me all the information T defired : this was, whe-
ther, in England, the hufband or the wife governed
the houfe ? 2My queftion being explained to 2l the
ladies prefent, they difcufled it, and amufed themfelves
with it 3 zad the anfwer which they agreed fhould be
returned to me was, that hufbands alone could re-
Jelvzit, I then propofed it to the hufbands, who
with one veice declared that they durft not decide.
“The perplexity difcovered by thefe gentlemen,
gave me the folution I defired. In fa&, the Englifh
ledics and wives, with the moft mild and gentle tone,
and with an air of indifference, coldnefs, and languor,
exercife a power equally defpotic over both hufbands
and levers; a power fo much the more permanent,
as it is cftablifhed and fupported by a complaifance
and fubmiflivencfs, from which they rarely depart,
| “ This complifarce, this fubmiilion, and this mild-
i nefs, are happy viitues of conftitution, which nature

i _has given them, to ferve as a fort of mafk to all that
v is moft haughty, proud, and impetuous, in the Englifh
16 8 charatler.

« To the giits of nature add the charm of beauty,
which is very common in England. With regard
to graces, the Englifh women have thofe which aca
company beauty, and not thefe artificial graces that
gannot fupply its place ; thofe tianfient graces, which
are not the fame to-duy as yeflenday; thofe graces,

which
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which are not fo much in the obje@s themfelves, as
in the eye of the fpectator, who has often found it
J;fficult to difcover them.”

Indeed, almoft 2ll foreigners, on their arrival here,
manifeft their confcioufnefs of the fuperior comelinefs
of our women, by making it the continual topic of
their converfation ; and though fome of them are not
willing to exclude from the right of comparifon the
females of their own country, yet their caufe is ef-
poufed with fo much faintnefs, that onc may eafily
perceive it is only done by way of faving their honous,
and enabling them to make a fort of decent retreat
from the field of contention, where they well know
they could not maintain their ground, and therefore
wilely avoid much difcourfe on that fubject.

Strangers unanimoufly agree in their deferiptions
of our %nglifh ladies, with whofe gentlenefs of tem-
per and unfeigned modefty they feem chiefly to be
captivated ; and invariably concur in reprefenting
them of a decent unaffe@ted deportment, and of a
tender affe@ionate difpofition.

«C H A P. XXVIIL

OF THE RUSSIAN WOMEN.

T is only a few years fince the Ruffians emerged
from a ftate of barbarity. i
A late emprefs of Ruffia, as-« punifhiment for fome
female frailties, erdered a mcit beautiful yourg lady
of family to be publicly chaflifed, in a maaner which
was hardly lefs indelicate than fevere.
2 It

52 It
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thefe, givesa new pleafure to focial life. The hufband
slways finds at home fomebedy to whom he can open
himfelf, and converfe 2s long and as earncitly as he
thinks proper, upon thofe fubjeéts which he has moft
at heart,

“ At an affembly compofed of both fexes, a lady
afked me whether I ftill had many curiofities and
objects of obfervation to vifit in Londen ? T made an-
fiver, that there was [lill one of great importance left
for me to know, and that fhe and her company could
wive me all the information I defired : this was, whe-
ther, in England, the hufband or the wife gaverned
the houfe? lMy queftion being explained to 2l the
lzdies prefent, they difcuffed it, and amufed themfelves
with it § zad the anfwer which they agreed fhould be
returned to me was, that hufbands alone could re-

Jfelvzit. I then propofed it to the hufbands, who

with one veice declared that they durft not decide.

“The perplexity difcovered by thofe gentlemen,
rave me the folution I defired. In fa@, the Englith
.ics and wives, with the moft mild and gentle tone,
and with an air of indifference, coldnefs, and languor,
exercife a power equally defpotic over both hufbands
and lovers; a power fo much the more permanent,
as it i3 cftablifbed and fupported by a complaifance
and fubmiffivenefs, from which they rarely depart,

“ 'This complaifance, this fubmiilion, and this mild-
nefs, are happy viitues of conftitution, which nature
has given them, to ferve as a fort of mafk to all that
is moft haughty, proud, and impetuous, in the Englifh
chara&er.

« To the giits of nature add the charm of beauty,
which is very common in England. With regard
to graces, the Englifh women have thofe which acs
company beauty, and not thefe artificial graces that
gannot fupply its place ; thofe tianfient graces, which
are not the fame to-duy as yeflerday; thofe £aces,

which
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which are not fo much in the obje@s themfelves, as
in the eye of the fpe@ator, who has often found it
difficult to difcover them.”

Indeed, almoft all foreigners, on their arrival here,
manifeft their confcioufnefs of the fuperior comelinefs
of our women, by making it the continual topic of
their converfation ; and though fome of them are not
willing to exclude from the right of comparifon the
females of their own country, yet their caufe is ef-
poufed with fo much faintnefs, that one may eafily
perceive it is only done by way of faving their honour,
and enabling them to make a fort of decent retreat
from the field of contention, where they well know
they could not maintain their ground, and therefore
wilely avoid much difcourfe on that fubject.

Strangers unanimoufly agree in their deferiptions
of our gngﬁfh ladies, with whofe gentlenefs of tem-
per and unfeigned modefty they feem chicfly to be
captivated ; and invariably concur in reprefenting
them of a decent unaffe@ed deportment, and of a
tender affetionate difpofition.

SHSS A S
SOODOOOGS

1€ H A Po XV IIT,
'OF THE RUSSIAN WOMEN.

IT is only a few years fince the Ruffians emerged
from a ftate of barbarity. 09
A late emprefs of Ruffia, a5« punithment for fome
female frailties, erdered a mcit beautiful young lady
of family to be publicly chaflifed, in a maaner which
was hardly lefs indelicate than fevere.
2 It
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It ig feid that the Ruffian ladies were formerly as
fubmiffive to their hufbands in their families, as the
latter are to their fuperiors in the field ; and that they
thought themiclves ifl-treated, if they were not often
reminded of their duty by the difcipline of a awhip,
manufaétured by themfelves, which they prefented to |
their hufbands on the day of their marriage, The
latelt travellers, however, affert, that they find no re-
maining traces of this cuftom at prefent.

Their nuptial ceremonies are peculiar to themfelves ;
and formerly confifted of many whinsfical rites, many
of which are now difufed. On her wedding-day, the
bride is crowned with a garland of wormwood ; and,
after the prieft has ticd the nuptial knot, his clerk
or fexton throws a handful of hops upon the head of
the bride, wifhing that fhe may prove as fruitful as
that plant. She is then led home, with abundance of
coarfe ceremenies, which are now wearing off eyen
among the loweft ranks ; and the barbarous treatment
of wives by their hufbands is either guarded againft
by the laws of the country, or by particular ftipuls-
ions in the marriage contradt.

In the converfation and a&ions of the Ruffian
ladies, there is hardly any thing of that foftnefs and .
delicacy which diltinguifh the fex in other parts of
Euwrope. Even their exercifes and diverfions have
more of the mafculine than the feminine. The pre-
fent emprefs, with the ladies of her court, fometimes
divert themiclves by fhooting at a mark. Drunken-
nefs, the vice of almoft every cold climate, they are fo
little afhamed of, that not many years ago, when a
lady got drusk 2t the houfe of a friend, it was cuftom-
ary for her to retusn next day, and thank him for the
pleafure he hiad done her.

Femazles, howeyer, in Ruffia, poflefs feveral advan-
tages. They fhare the rank and fplendour of the
families from which they are fprung, and are even al-

lowed




QT <8 G G T BOF BT Gel GoF S8 L8 GoF oW GOF R W G0 8 S8 G ¥ B

OF THE FAIR SEX. - ot

lowed the fupreme authority. This at prefent, is
cnjoyed by an emprefs, whofe head does honour to
her nation and to her fex ; although, on fome occa-
fions, the virtues of her heart have been much ﬁ}f.
peéted. - The fex, in general, are protected from in-
fult by many falutary laws 3 and, except among the
peafants, are exempted from every kind of todl and
flavery. Upon the whole, they feem to be approach-
ing faft to the enjoyment of that confequence, to
which they have already arrived in feveral parts of
Europe. i

IR I

C H A P. XXIX.

OF THE GERMAN WOMEN.

F all the German females, the ladies of Saxony
are the moft amiable. Their perfons are fo
fuperiorly charming and preferable in whatever can
recommend them to the notice of mankind, that the
German youth often vifit Saxony in queft of companions
for life. Exclufive of their beauty and comehnefs of
appearance, they are brought up in the knowledge of
all thofe arts, both ufeful and ornamental, which are
fo brilliant an addition to their native attractions.
But what chiefly enhances their value, and gives it
reality and duration, is a fweetnefs of temper and
feftivity of difpofition, that never fail to endear them
on a very {light acquaintance. To crown all, they
generally become patteras of conjugal tendernefs and
fidelity.
As they are commonly careful to improve their
minds by reading and inftrucive converfation, they
have 20 fmall fhare of facetioufnefs and ingenuity.

From
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From their innate livelinefs, they are extrcmely ade
di¢ted to all the gay kind of amufements. Taey ex-
cel in the allurements of drefs and decoration, and are
in general fkilful in mufic.

The chara&er, however, of the women in moft
other parts of Germany, particularly of the Auftrian,
is very different from this. Notwithftanding the ad-
vantages of fize and make, their looks and features,
though not unfightly, betray a vacancy of that life and
{pirit, without which beauty is uninterefting, and,
like a mere pifture, becomes utterly void of that in-
dication of fenfibility, which alone can awaken a de-
licacy of feeling.

As their education is ‘conducted by the rules of the
groflett fuperftition, and they are taught little elfe
than fet forms of devotion, they arrive to the years of
maturity uninftruéted in the ufe of reafon, and ufuall
continue profoundly ignorant the remainder of their
days, which are {pent, or rather loitered away, in apa-
thy and indolence.

Having learned none of the ingenious methods of
making time fit lightly, their hours of leifure, which
their ina&ivity fwells to a large amount, are heavy
and -oppreflive ; and, from their want of almoft all
{fort of knowledge, the fubjeés of their difcourfe are
poor and infipid, to a great degree. So irkfome,
even to themfelves, is that kind of fociety which con-
fifts in a communication of thoughts, that drefs and
diverfion are the only refuge from the tedioufnefs
which hangs over the general tenour of their lives.
But whatever they attempt in cither, fhews an ab-
{ence of all tafte and elegance, fuch as one may na-
turally expe&t from the poverty and barrennefs of
their fancy. In thefe two articles, indeed, they are
obliged to borrow from abroad all that is tolerable.

The principal happinefs of the Auftrian ladies of
fathion confifts in ruminating on the dignity of their

birth
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birth and families, the antiquity of their race, the
rank they hold, the refpect attached to it, and the’
prerogatives they enjoy over the inferior clailes, whom
they treat with the utmoft fupercilioufnefs, and hold
in the moft unreafonable contempt. In the mean
time, their domeftic affairs are condemned to the molft
unaccountable neglect. They dwell at home, care-
lefs of what paffes there ; and fuffer diforder and con-
fufion to prevail, without feeling the lealt uncafinefs.
Gieat frequenters of churches, their picty confifts in
the ftrictelt conformity to all the externals of religion.
They profels the moft boundlefs belief in all the filly
legends with which theix treatifes of devotion are
filled ; and thefe are the only books they ever read.
The coldnefs of their conftitution occafions a {pecies
of regulated gallantry, which is rather the effet of an
opinion that it is an appendage of high life, than the
refult of their natural inclination.

It muft at the fame time be allowed, that the
Auflrian women are endowed with a great fund of
lincerity and candour;; and, though too much on the
referve, and-prone to keep at an unneceflary diftance,
are yet capable of the trueft attachment, and -always
warm and zealous in the caufe of thofe, whom they
have admitted to their friendfhip.

Though the Germans are rather a dull and phleg-
matic people, and not greatly enflaved by the warmer
paflions, yet at the court of Vienna they are much
given to intrigue ; and anamour is fo far from being
fcandalous, that a woman gains credit by the rank of
her gallant, and is reckoned filly and unfathionable if
the ferupuloufly adheres to the virtue of chaftity. But
fuch cuftoms are more the cuftoms of courts, than of
places lefs expofed to terrptation, and confequently
lefs diffolute ; and we are well affured that in Ger-
many there are many women who do honour to }m-

manity,
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manity, not by chattity only, but alfo by a variety of
other virtues.

The ladies, at the principal courts, differ not much
in their drefs from the French and Englifh. They are
not, however, fo exceffively fond of paint as the former,
At fome courts, they appear in rich furs; and all
of them are loaded with jewels, if they can obtain
them. The female part of the burghers families, in
many of the German towns, drefs in a very different
manner, and fome of them inconceivably fantaftic, as
may be feen in many prints publifhed in books of
travels. But, in this refpe&, they are gradually re-
forming, and many of them make quite a different
appearance in their drefs from what they did thirty
or forty years ago.

The inhabitants of Vienna live luxurioufly, a great
part of their time being fpent in feafting and carouf-
ing. In winter, when the different branches of the
Danube are frozen over, and the ground covered with
fnow, the ladies take their recreation in fledges of
different fhapes, fuch as griffins, tygers, {wans, {callop-
thells, &c. Here the lady fits, drefled in velvet lined
with rich furs, and adorned with laces and jewels, hav-
ing on her head a velvet cap. The fledge is drawn
by one horfe, ftag, or other creature, fet off with
plumes of feathers, ribbands, and bells. As this di-
verfion is taken chiefly in the night time, fervants ride
before the fledges with torches ; and a gentleman, ftan-
ing on the fledge behind, guides the horfe.

C H 44
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CHA P. XXX

ON THE COMPARATIVE MERIT OF THE TWO SEXES.

HE difference of duties, of occupations, and of

manners, muft certainly have a confiderable in-
fluence on the genius, on the {entiments, and on the
charaéter of the two fexes.

In comparing the intelle@ual powers of men and
women, it is neceffary to diftinguifh between the phi-
lofophical talent, which thinks and diferiminates ; the
talent of memory, which colle€ts ; the talent of imagi-
nation, which creates ; the moral and political talent,
which governs. It is alfo neceffary to enquire to
what degree women poffefs thefe four kinds of genius.

The philofophical fpirit is rare indeed, even among
men. But ftill there are many great men who have
poffefled it ; who have raifed themfelves to the height
of nature, to become acquainted with her works ; who
have fhewn to the foul the fource of its ideas ; who
have afligned to reafon its bounds, to motion its laws,
and to the univerfe its harmony ; who have created
fciences in creating principles ; and who have aggran-
dized the human mind in cultivating their own. If
there is no woman found on a level with thefe illuf-
trious men, is it the fault of education or of nature ?

Defcartes, abufed by envious men, but admired by
two generous princefles, boafted of the philofophical
talents of women. We muft not, however, imagine
that his gratitude could lead him into a volunfary
error, even in compliment to beauty. He would no
doubt find in Elizabeth, and in Chriftina, a docility
which Prided itfelf in liftening to fo great a man,
and which feemed to aflociate itfelf with his genius,
in following the train of his ideas. He might per-
haps even find, in the compoii:‘ons of women, per-

{picuity

L
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fpicuity, order, and method. But did he find that,
{trong d{/'cernmmt, that depth of intelle&, that diffi-
dence, which charaéterifes the real philofopher ; Did
he find that cool reafon, which, always inquifitive,
advances flowly, and remeafures all its fteps ;—Their
genius, penetrating and rapid, flies off, and is at reft.
They have more fallies than efforts. "What they do
not fee at once, they feldom fee at all? they either
difdain or defpair to comprehend it. They are not
poflefled of that unremitting aq/fiduity, which alone can
purfue and difcover important truths.

Imagination feems rather to be their province. It
has been obferved, that the imagination of women has
in it fomething unaccountably fingular and extraor-
dinary. All things ftrike it ; all things paint them-
felves on it, in a Jively manner. Their volatile fenfes
embrace every objeét, and carry off its image. Some
unknowwn powers, fome fecret fympathies, enable them
rapidly to feize the impreflions. The material world
is not fufficient for them ; they love to create an ideal
world of their own, which they embellifh, and in
which they dwell, Spefires, enchantments, prodigies,
and whatever tranfcends the ordinary laws of nature,
are their creation and their delight. They enjoy even
their terrors. Their feclings are fine, and their fancy
always approaches to enthufiafm.

But how far, it may be afked, can the imagination

f females, when applied to the arts, unfold itfelf in
ﬁ'.e talent of creating and defcribing? Is their ima-
gination as vigorous as it is lively and verfatile?
Does it not unavoidably partake of their occupations,
of their pleafures, of their taftes, and even of their
weakneffes ? Perhaps ‘their delicate fibres are afraid of
ftrong fenfations, which fatigue them, and make them
feek the fweets which would give them repofe.

Man, always ative, is expofed to ftorms. The |
imagination of the poet enjoys itfelf on the ridge of

mountains,
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mountains, on the brink of volcanes, in the middle of
ruins, on feas, and in fields of battle ; and it is never
more fufceptible of tender ideas, than after having ex-
perienced fgmc great emotion. .

But women, by means of their delicate and fedentary
life, lefs acquainted with the contraft of the gentlc
and the terrible, may be fuppofed to fecl and to paint
lefs perfetly, even that which is agreeable, than thofe
who are thrown into contrary fituations, and pafs ra-
pidly from one fenfation to another. ‘

Perhaps too, from the habit of refigning themfelves
to the impreffion of the moment, which with them is
very ftrong, their minds muft be more replenifhed
with images than pictures. Or probably their imagi- ,
nation, though lively, refembles a mirror, which re-
fleéts every thing, but creates nothing.

Love is without difpute, the paflion which women

feel the ftrongeft, and which they exprefs the befl.
They feel the other paflions more feebly, and, as it
were, by chance. But love is their own; it is the
charm and the bufinefs of their life ; it is their foul.
They fhould therefore know well how to paint it.

But do they know, like the author of Othello, of
the Revenge, or of Zara, to exprefs the tranfports of
a troubled foul, which joins fury to love; which is
{fometimes impetuous, and fometimes tender ; which
now is foftened, and now is roufed; which fhéds
blood, and which facrifices itfelf ; Can they paint thefe
doublings of the human heart, thefe ftorms of emotion «
and paffion ? —No; nature herfelf reftrains them.

Love in the one fex is a conqueft, in the other a fa-
crifice.

It muft therefore generally happen that the women
of all countries, and in allages, know better how to
paint a delicate and tender fentiment, than a violent
and turbulent paffion. . {

K And 1
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And befides, by their duty, by the referve of their
fex, by the defire of a certain grace which foftens all
their expreflions, is more bewitching than wit, and
more attralive than beauty, they are obliged always
to conceal a part of their fentiments. Muft not then
thefe fentiments, by being continually reftrained, be-
come weaker by degrees, and have lefs energy than
thofe of men, who, at all times bold and extravagant
with impunity, give to their paffions what tone they
pleafe, and which are invigorat ed by exercife ?

A temporary conftraint inflames the paffions; but
a continued conftraint cools or extinguifhes them.

With regard to the talent of order and memory,
which clafles falts, and ideas when neceflary, as it
depends a good deal upon method and habit, there
feems little reafon why the two fexes may not poffefs
it in an equal degree. But are not women fooner
difgufted with the excefs of labour, which is neceflary
in order to acquire the quantity of materials from
which erudition refults? Muft not their impatience
and natural defire of change, which arife from fleeting
and rapid impreffions, prevent them from following,
for a courfe of years, the fame kind of ftudy, and con-
fequently from acquiring profound or extenfive know-
ledge? Though this may be the cafe, they certainly
have qualities of mind which atone for it. It is not
the fame hand which po/ifbes the diamond, and which
digs the mine.

We come now to a more important object, the
political or moral abilities, which confift in the direc-
tion of ourfelves or of others.  In order to weigh,
upon this fubje@, the advantages or difadvantages
peculiar to each fex, it is neceffary to diftinguifh be-
tween the ufe of thefe abilities in fociety, and their
ufe in government.

As women fet a high value upon opinion, they
muft, by confequence, very attentively confider what

bid
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it is which produces, deftroys, or confirms it. They
muft know how far one may dire&, without appearing
to be interefted; how far one may prefume upon
that art, even after it is known; in what eltimation
they are held by thofe with whom they live ; and to
what degree it 1s neceffary to Jerve them, that they
may govern them.

n all matters of bufinefs, women know the great
effeéts which are produced by little caufes. 'They
have the art of impofing upon fume, by feeming to
difcover to them what they already know ; and of
divirting others from their purpofe, by confirming
their moft diftant fufpicions. They know how to
captivate by praifes thofe who merit them; and to
raife a blufh, by beftowing them where they are not
due.

Thefe delicate fciences are the lading-ffrings in
which the women conduét the men. Socicty to them
is like a harpfichord, of which they know the touches ;
and they can guels at the found which every touch
will produce. But man, impetuous and free, fupplying
the want of addrefs by ftrength, and confequently
being lefs interefted to obferve—hurried away, befides,
by the neceffity of continual a&tion—can fcarcely be
pofleffed of all thofe little notices, and polite attentions,
which are every moment neceffary in the commerce of
life. Their calculations, therefore, on fociety, muit
be more {low, and lefs fure, than thofe of women.

Let us now take a view of that {pecies of under-
ftanding, in the two fexes, which is applicable te go-
vernment.

In fociety, women govern men by their paffions,
and the fmalleft motives often produce the greatell
confequences. But, in the government of ftates, it is
by comprehenfive views, by the chaice of principles.
and, above all, by the difcovery and the employmenc:
of talents, that fuccefs can be obtained. Here, inflead

of
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of taking advantage cf foibles, they muft fear themr.
They muft raife men above their weaknefles, and not
lead them into them.

In fociety, therefore, the art of governing may be
f2id to confift in flattering charallers with addrefs:,
and the art of adminiftration, in combating them with
judgment. The knowledge of mankind required in
the two cafes is very different. In the one, they muft
be known by their weaknefs; in the other, by their
ftrength. 'The one draws forth defects for little
ends ; the other difcovers great qualities, which are
mingled with thofe very faults. The one, in fhort,
feeks little blemifhes in gréat men ; and the other, in
diffe&ing great men, muit often pereeive the: fame
fpots ; for perfedt charaéters exift only in Ulopia.

Let us now enquire whether this fpecies of under-
flanding and obfervation belongs equally to the two
{exes. ¢

There are women who hawe reigned and who /il
reign, with luftre. Chriftina in Sweden, Ifabella of
Caflile in Spain and Elizabeth in England, have me-.
rited the efteem of their age, and of pofterity.

We faw, in the war of 1741, a'princefs, whom even
her enemies admired, defend the German empire with
no lefs genius than ccurage and we lately beheld the
Ottoman empire thaken by a woman., But, in general
queftions, we fhould beware of taking exceptions for:
rules, and obferve the ordinary courfe of nature.

It therefore becomes neceffary to enquire, whether
women, who, according to the mode of feciety, neither
are, nor have it in their power to be, {o cften in alion
as men, can {o well judge of talents, their ufe, or their
extent ; whether great views, and the application of
great principles, with the habit of perceiving cenfe-
quences with the glance of an eye, are compatible with
their wandering imagination, and with minds fo little
accuftomed to the arrangement of their ideas. All

this
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this is neceffary to form the chara&er which governs.
It is the vigour of the foul which gives adtivity to ge-
nius, which extends and which ftrengthens political
ideas. This chraéter, however, can hardly be formed
but by algrc:at commotions great hopes, and great
fears, as alfo the neceflity of being continually engaged
in action.

Is it not in general, the character of women, that
their minds are more pleafing than ftrong ? Docs not
their rapid imaginaiton, which often makes fentiment
precede thought, render them, in the choice of men,
more fufceptible both of prejudice, and of error ?
Would not one be in danger of abufe, would not onc
even run the rifk of their difpleafure, if he fhould fay
that, in the diftribution of their efteem, they would
fet too high a value upon external accompliinments ;
and, in fhort, that they would perhaps be too eafily
led to believe that an agreeable man was a great man ?

Elizabeth was not free from this cenfure. The
inclinations of her fex ftole beneath the cares of the
throne, and the greatnefs of her charalter. We are
chagrined, at certain times, to fce the little weak-
nefles of a woman mingle with the views of a great
mind. If Mary queen of Scotland had been lefs fuir,
perhaps her rival had been lefs eruel.

This talt for coquetry, as is well known, furnifthed
Elizabeth with favourites, in the choice of which fhe
judged more like a woman than a _fovercign. She was
always too ready to believe, that the power of pleafing
her, implied genius.

That fo much celebrated queen exercifed over En-
gland an almoft arbitrary fway; at which, perhaps,
we ought not to be furprifed. Women, in general,
on the throne, are more inclined to dv/poifm, and more
impatient of reftraint, than men. The fex to whom
nature has affigned power, by giving them ftrength,
have a certain confidence which raifes them in their

K 2 owa
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own eyes ; fo that they have no need of manifefting to
themfelves that ftmexlorxtv of which they are fure,
But weaknefs, a ftonifhed at the {way which fhe pof-
feffes, fhakes her fepire on every fide, to eftablifh her
dominion.

Great men are perhaps more carried to that fpe.
cies of defpotifm which arifes from lofty ideas; and
women, above the ordinary clafs, to the defpotifm
which proceeds from paffion. The laft is rather a
fally of the heart, than the effe& of fyftem.

One thing which favours the defpotifm of female
{overeigns 1is, that the men confound the empire of
their fex with that of their rank. What we refufe to
grandeur, we pay to beauty. But the dominion of
women, even when arbitrary, is feldom cruel. Theirs
is rather a defpotifm of caprice, than of oppreflion.
The throne itfelf cannot cure their fenfibility. They
carry in their bofoms the counterpoife of their power.

Hence it follows, that in limited monarchies, fe-
male fovereigns will tend to defpotifm from their je-
loufy ; and in abfolute government, will approach to
monarchy by their mildnefs. ‘This obfervation is
proved by experience.

0 RS ) 8

©ON THE RELIGIOUS AND DOMESTIC VIRTUES OF
WOMEN.

OTH experience and hiftory atteft, that in all
fe&s, in all countries, and in all ranks, the
women have more religious virtues than the men.

Natural]y poflefled of more fenfibility, they have more
vccafion for an obje& which may conflantly occupy
their
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their mind. Defirous of happinefs, and not finding
enough in this world, they launch into a life and a
worlg gbounding with ineffable delights, More flex-
ible in their duties than men, they reafon lefs, and feel
more. More fubjeéted to good opinion, they pay
more attention to what concerns themfelves. Lefs
occupicd, and lefs ative, they have more time for
contemplation.  Lefs abftracted or abfent, they are
more {trongly affeéted by the fame idea, becaufe it
appears before them continually. More ftruck by ex-
ternal objeéts, they relith more the pageantry of cere-
monies and of temples ; and the devotion of the fenfes
has no inconfiderable effect on that of the foul.

The domeftic virtues are intimately conneéted with
thofe of religion; they are doubtlefs common to
both fexes. The advantage, however, feems ftill to be
in favour of the women. At leaft they have more
need of virtues which they have more occafion to
practife. ’

In the firlt peviod of life, timid, and without fup-
port, the daughter is more attached to her mother.
By feldom leaving her, fhe comes to love her more.
The trembling innocent is cheered by the prefence of
her protectrefs ; and her weaknefs, while it heightens
her beauty, augments her fenfibility. After becom-
ino a mother herfelf, fhe has other duties, which every
thing invites her to fulfil. Then the condition of the
two fexes is widely different.

Man, in the middle of his labours, and among his
arts, employing his powers. and commanding nature,
ﬁnds pleafure m his induftry, in his fuccefs, and even
in his toils. But woman, being more folitary, and
lefs aftive, has fewer refources. Her pleafures muft
avife from her virtues; her amufements are her chil-
dren. It is near the cradle of her infant; it is in
vigwing the fiiles of her daughter, er the fports of
her fon, that a mother is happy- vl
Where

5
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Where are the tender feelings, the cries, the pow-
erful emotions of nature ? Where is the fentiment, at
once fublime and pathetic, that carries every feeling
to excefs ? Is it to be found in the frofty indifference,
and the rigid feverity, of fo many fathers? No ; it is
in the warm impaffioned bofom of a mother. It is
fhe who, by an impulfe as quick as involuntary,
ruthes into the flood to fnach her child, whofe im-
prudence had betrayed him to the waves! It is fhe
who, in the middle of a conflagration, throws herfelf
acrofs the flames to fave her fleeping infant !

Thefe great expreffions of nature, thefe heart-
rending emotions, which fill us at once with wonder,
compaflion, and terror, always have belonged, and al-
ways will belong, only to women. They poflefs, in
thofe momeats, an inexpreflible fomething, which
carries them beyound thmfelves. They feem to dif-
cover to us new fouls, above the ftandard of humanity.

If we confider alfo the matrimonial duties, the
obligations of hufband and wife, which of the fexes
is moft likely to be faithful ? Which, in violating
them, has moft obitacles to encounter ? Is not woman
beit defended by her education, by her referve, and
by that modefty which filences even her defires ? To
thefe reftraints we may add the power of the firlt
paflion, and the firft ties, over a heart endowel with
{enfibility.

Nature herfelf, attentive in this inftance to the
manners of women has taken care to {urround them
with the ftrongeft, yet the gentleft barriers. She has
made inconftancy more painful, and fidelity more
pleafing, to their hearts. Even in ages of gencral cor-
ruption, conjugal infidelity in women has been one of

the laft of crimes.

CHAT.
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C H A P. XXXIL

ON FEMALE FRIENDSHIP.

T has long been a queftion, which of the two fexe.s

is moft capable of friendfhip. Montagne, who is

fo much celebrated for his knowledge of human nature,

has given it pofitively againft the women; and his
opinion has been generally embraced.

Friendfhip perhaps, in women, is more rare than
among men ; but, at the fame time, it muft be allowed
that where it is found, it is more tender.

Men, in general, have more of the parade than the

races of friendip. They often wound while they
E-rvc; and their warmeft {entiments are not very en-
lightened, with refpeét to thofe minute fentiments
which are of fo much value. But women have a re-
fined fenfibility, which makes them fee every thing';
nothing efcapes them. They divine the filent friend-
fhip ; theysencourage the bafhful or timid friendfhip';
they offer their fiveetelt confolations to friendfhip in
diftrefs. Furnithed with finer inftruments, they treat
more delicately a wounded heart. They compofe it,
and prevent it from feeling its agonies. They know,
above all, how to give value to a thoufand things,
which have no value in themfelves.

'\Ve ought therefore, perhaps, to defire the friend-
fhip of a man upon great occafions ; but, for general
happinefs, we muft prefer the friendfhip of a woman.

With regard to female intimacies, it may be taken
for granted that there is no young woman who has
not, or wifhes not to have, a companion of her own
fex, to whom fhe may unbofom herfclf on every oc-
cafion, That there are women capable of friendfhip
with women, few impartial obfervers will deny. There
have been many evident proofs of it, and thole carried
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as far as feemed compatible with the imperfections of
our common nature. It is, however, queftioned by
fome 5 while others believe that it happens exceedingly
{eldom. Between married and unmarried women, it
no doubt happens very often; whether it does fo
between thofe that are fingle, is not fo certain,
Young men appear more frequently fufceptible of a
generous and fteady friendfhip for each other, than
females as yet unconneted ; efpecially, if the latter
have, or are fuppofed to have, pretentions to beauty,
not adjufted by the public.

In the frame and condition of females, however,
compared with thofe of the other fex, there are fome
circumftances which may help towards an apology for
this unfavourable feature in their charater.

The ftate of matrimony is neceffary to the fupport,
order, and comfort of fociety. But it is a ftate that
fubjeéts the women to a great variety of folicitude
and pain. Nothing could carry them through it
with any tolerable fatisfaction or {pirit, but very ftrong
and almoft unconquerable attachments. To produce
thefe, is it not fit they thould be peculiarly fenfible to
the attention and regards of the men? Upon the fame
ground, does it not feem agreeable to the purpofes of
providence, that the fecuring of this attention, and
thefe regards, thould be a principal aim ? But can fuch
an aim be purfued without frequent competition ?
And will not that too readily occafion jealoufy, envy,
and all the unamiable effeéts of mutual swvalfbip?
Without the reftraints of fuperior worth and fenti-
ment, it certainly will. But can thefe be ordinarily
expected from the prevailing turn of female education ;
or from the little pains that women, as well as other
human beings, commonly take to controul themfelves,
and to a& nobly ? In this /z/? refpe, the fexes appear
pretty much on the fame footing.

This
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T'his reafoning is not meant to juftify the iudulgence
of thofe little and fometimes bafe paffions towards one
another, with which females have been fo generally
charged. It is only intended to .reprefent fuch pai-
fions in the firft approach ; and, while not entertained,
as lefs criminal than the men are apt to ftate them:
and to prove that, in their attachments to each other,
the latter have not always that merit above t?le women,
which they are apt to claim. In the mean time, let it
be the bufinefs of the ladies, by emulating the gen-
tlemen, where they appear good-natured and difinter-
efted, to difprove their imputation, and to fhew a
temper open to friendfbip as well as to love.

To talk much of the latter is natural for both; to
talk much of the former, is confidered by the men as
one way of doing themfelves honour. Friendfhip,
they well know, is that dignified form, which, in {pe-
culation at leaft, every heart muft refpect.

But in friendfhip, as in religion, which on many
accounts it refembles, {peculation is often fubftituted
in the place of pradtice. People fancy themfelves pof-
feffed of the thing, and hope that others will fancy
fo too, becaufe they are fond of the name, and have
learnt to talk about it with plaufibility. Such talk
indeed impofes, till experience gives it the lie.

To fay the truth, there feems in either fex but little
of what a fond imagination, unacquainted with the
falfehood of the world, and warmed by affections
which its felfifhnefs has not yet chilled, would reckon
friendfhip. In theory, the ftandard is raifed too high ;
we ought not, however, to with it much lower. The
honeft fenfibilities of ingenuous nature fhould not be
checked by the over-cautious documents of political
prudence. No advantage, obtained by fuch frigidity,
can compenfate for the want of thofe warm ei%uﬁons
of the heart into the bofom of a friend, which are
doubtlefs among the moft exquifite pleafures. tf;t

e
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leaft it is that which has produced the greateft men,
and which gave birth to thofe ancient herces, whofe
hiftory il aftonifhes our imagination, and accufes
our weaknefs. Patriotifm, no doubt, is moft com-
monly produced by the ideas of intereft and property,
by the remembrance of paft fervices, by the hope of
future honours or rewards, and a certain enthufiafm
which robs men of themfelves, to transform their ex-
iftence entirely into the body of the flate.

Thefe fentiments, it will readily be perceived, do
not correfpond with the condition of women. In
almoft all governments excluded from honours and
from offices, poffeffed of little property, and reftrained
by the laws even in what they have, they cannot in
general be fuppofed to be eminent for patriotifm.
Exifting more in themfelves, and in the objeéts of
their {fenfibility, and being perhaps lefs fitted than
men by nature for the civil inftitutions in which they
have lefs fhare, they muft be lefs fufceptible of that
entbufiafm, which makes a man prefer the ftate to his
family, and the colleGtive body of his fellow-citizens
to himfelf.

The example of the Roman and Spartan ladies,
and the wonders performed by the Dutch women in
the revolution of the Seven Provinces, clearly prove
that the glorious enthufiafm of liberty can do all
things ; that there are times when nature is afto-
nithed at herfelf ; and that great virtues {pring from
great calamities.

That univerfal love of mankind which extends to
all nations and to all ages, and which is a kind of
abftraé fentiment, feems to correfpond ftill lefs with
the chara&er of females, than patriotifm. They muk
have an image of what they love.

It is only by the power of arranging his ideas, that
the philofopher is able to overleap fo many barriers ;
to pafs from a manto a people ; from a people, to

human
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Luman kind; from the time in which he lives, to
ages yet unborn ; and from what he fees, to what he
oes not fee.

2 )SEhrLO tender fex do not love to fend th_cir fouls fo
far a-wandering. They affemble their {:cnn{ner}m and
their ideas about them, and confine their affeCtions to
what interefts them moft. Thofe ftrides of bene-
volence, to women, are out of nature. A man to them
is more than a nation ; and the hour in which they
live, than a thoufand ages after death.

SIS DO
C H A P. XXXV,

OF WOMEN WITH REGARD TO POLISHED LIFE.

HERE are certain qualities which have gene-
T rally been ranked among the focial virtues, but
which may more properly be called the wirtues of po-
lifbed life. 'They are the charm and the bond of
company ; and are ufeful at all times, and upon all
occafions. They are, in the commerce of the world,
what current money is in trade. They are fometimes
not abfolutely neceffary, but one can never fafely be
without them. 'They always procure the poffeffor a
more favourable reception.

Such is that mild complacency which gives a foft-
nefs to the chara@er, and an attra&ive {weetnefs to
the manners; that indulgence which pardons the
faults of others, even when it hasno need of pardon
itfelf ; the art of being blind to the vifible foibles of
others, and of keeping the fecret of thofe which are
hidden ; the art of concealing our advantages, when
we humble our rivals or opponents, and of dealing
gently with thofe who cannot fubmit without being

offended.
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offended. Such is that facility which adopts opi-
nions it never had that freedom which infpires con-
fidence ; and all that politenefs, in fhort, which is fo
very pleafing, though fometimes no more than a
happy lic.

Politenefs is a part of the female charatter. Itis
connefted with their minds, with their manners, and
even with their intereft. To the moft virtuous wo-
man fociety is a field of conqueft.

Few men have formed the projeét of making every
body happy, and fo much the worfe for thofe who
have. But many women have not only formed fuch a
fcheme, but have fucceeded in it.

We are, in general, fo much the more polite, as we

. are lefs devoted to ourfelves, and more to others ; as
we are more attentive to opinion; as we are more
zealous to be diftinguifhed ; and, perhaps, in propor-
tion as we have fewer refources, and greater means of
having them. In fhort, whether we fpeak of indi-
viduals or of nations, of the two fexes or the different
ranks, when we fay they are polite, we always fup-
pofe them to be idle, becaufe we admit the neceffity of
their living together.

Hence the art of reguleting our behaviour, of ad-
julting our looks, our words, and our motions, the
need of attentions, and all the little gratifications of
vanity.

We are naturally inclined to pay that homage
which we reccive, and to exa&t that which we pay.
Thus the delicacy of felflove produces all the refine-
ments in fociety ; as the delicacy of the {enfes pro-
duces all the refinements in pleafure 3 and as the deli-
cacy of taft, which is perhaps only the refult of the
other two, produces all the refinements in literature,
arts, and {ciences.

It will be eufy to dilcern how thefe objeéts are

connelted
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conneéted with one another, and how they all relate to
women. A .

But refined politenefs, it may be faid, is allied to
falfchood. It fubftitutes the exprefion of fentiment
too often for fentiment itfelf.

Flattery is common to both fexes. But the flattery
of men is often very difgufling ; that of women is more
light, and has more the appearance of fentiment.
Even when it is overdone, it is generally amufing.
T'he motive and the manner fave them from con-
tempt,

Men generally owe their franknefs to pride ; women
to addrer. The one fex often utters a truth, without
any other view than truth itfelf. In the mouth of
the other, even truth itfelf has an aim.

B M I
CHA P XXIVL

ON THE IDEA OF FEMALE INFERIORITY.

T is an opinion pretty generally eftablifhed, that in

ftrength of mind, as well as of body, men are greatly
fuperior to women. Let us, however, duly confider
the feveral propenfities and paths chalked out to each
by the author of their nature.

Men are endowed with boldnefs and courage, wo-
men are not. The reafon is plain: thefe are beau-
ties in our chara&er; in theirs they would be ble-
mithes. Qur genius often leads us to the great and the
arduous ; theirs to the foft and the pleafing ; we bend
our thoughts to make life convenient; they tum
theirs to make it ealy and agreeable. If the endow-
ments allotted to us by nature could not be eafily

acquired by women ; it would be as difficult for us
L2 te
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to acquire thofe peculiarly allotted to them. Are
we {uperior to them, in what belongs to the male
chara&er ? They are no lefs fo to us, in what belongs
to the female charater.

Would it not appear rather ludecrous to fay, that
a man was endowed only with inferior abilities, be-
caufe he was not expert in the nurfing of children,
and pradtifing the various effeminacies which  we
reckon lovely in a woman? Would it be reafonable
to condemn him on thefe accounts ? Juft as reafonable
is it to reckon women inferior to men, becaufe their
taleuts are in general not adapted to tread the horrid
path of war, nor to trace the mazes and intricacies of
{cience.

The idea of the inferiority of female nature, has
drawn after it feveral others the moft abfurd, unrea-
fonable, and humiliating to the fex. Such is the
pride of man, that in fome countries he has confidered
immortality as a diftinétion too glorious for women.
Thus degrading the fair partners of his nature, he
places them on a level with the beafts that perifh.

As the Afiatics have, time immemorial, confidered
women as lttle better than flaves, this opinion pro-
bably originated among them. The Mahometans,
both in Afia and Europe, are faid, by a great variety
of writers, to entertain this opinion.

Lady Montague, in her Letters, has oppofed this
general affertion of the writers concerning the Maho-
metans ; and fays that they do not abfolutely deny the
exiftence of female fouls, but only hold them to be of
a nature inferior to thofe of men ; and that they enter
not into the fame, but into an inferior paradife, pre-
pared for them on purpofe. ILady Montague, and
the writers whom fhe has contradicted, may perhaps
be both right. The former might be the cpinion
which the Turks brought with them from Afia ; and

the
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the letter, as a refinement upon it, they may have
adopted by their intercourfe with the Europeans.

"T'his opinion, however, has had but few votaries
in Europe ; though fome have cven here maintained
it, and afigned various reafons for fo doing. Among
thefe, the following laughable reafon is not the leaft
particular. ¢ In the Revelations of St. John the
divine,” faid one, whofe wife was a defcendant of
the famous Xantippe*, ¢ you will find this paffage :
« And there was filence in heaven for about the [pace
“ of half an hour. Now 1 appeal to any one whether
« that could poffibly have happened, had there been
« any women there? And, fince there are none there,
« charity forbids us to imagine that they areall in a
« worfe place ; therefore it follows that they have
“no immortal part: and happy is it for them, as
« they are thereby exempted from being accountable
« for all the noife and difturbance they have raifed
“ in this world.”

Ina very ancient treatife, called the Wifdom of all
Times, afcribed to Hufhang, one of the earlieft kings
of Perfia, are the following remarkable words: ¢ The
« paffions of men may, by long acquaintance, be tho-
“ roughly known ; but the paffions of women are in-
“ feratable @ therefore they ought to be feparated from
“ men, left the mutability of their tempers fhould - in-
« fe&k others.”

Ideas of a fimilar nature feem to have been, at this
time, generally diffofed over th= eaft. For we find
§olomop, almoft every where in his writings, exclaim-
ing againft women ; and, in the Apocrypha, the au-
thor of Ecclefiaflicus is ftill more illiberal in his re-
fleGtions.

* Xantippe was the wife of Socrates, and the moft famous
foold of antiquity.
o Both

"

i
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Both thefe authors, it is true, join in the moft en-
raptured manner to praife a virtuous woman; but
take care at the fame time to let us know, that fhe is
{o great a rarity as to be very feldom met with.

Nor have the Afiatics alone been addited to this
illiberality of thinking concerning the fex. Satirifts
of all ages and countries, while they flattered them to
their faces, have from their clofets moft profufely feat-
tered their fpleen and ill-nature againft them. Of this
the Greek and Roman poets afford a variety of inftan-
ces: but they muft neverthelefs yicld the palm to fome
of our moderns. In the following lines, Pope has
outdone every one of them:

< Men fome to pleafure, fome to bufinefs take,

€ But every awoman is at heart a rake.”’

Swift and Dr. Young have hardly been behind this
celebrated fplenetic in illiberality. They perhaps
were not favourites of the fair, and in revenge vented
all their envy and fpleen againft them. But a more
modern and accomplithed writer, who by his rank in
life, by his natural and acquired graces, was undoubt-
edly a favourite, has repaid their kindnefs by taking
every opportunity of exhibiting them in the moft con-
temptible light. ¢ Almoft every man,” fays he,
“ may be gained fome way ; almoft every woman any
¢ way.” Can any thing exhibit a ftronger caution to
the fex ? It is fraught with information ; and it is to
be hoped they will ufe it accordingly.

CHAP
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C H A P. XXXVIL
ON FEMALE SIMPLICITY.

‘ N Y OULD we conceive properly of that fim-

plicity which is the fweeteft expreflion of a
well-informed and well-meaning mind, which ev ry
where diffufes tendernefs and delicacy, fweetens the
relations of life, and gives a zeft to the minuteft duties
of humanity, let us contemplate every perceptible
operation of nature, the twilight of the evening, the
pearly dew-drops of the early morning, and a that
various growth which indicates the genial return of
fpring. The fame principle, from which all that is
{oft and pleafing, amiable or exquifite, to the eye or
the ear, in the exterior frame of nature, produces that
talte for true fimplicity, which is one of the moft
ufeful, as well asthe moft elegant leflons, that /ladies
can learn.

Infancy is, perhaps, the fineft and moft perfet
illuftration of fimplicity. It is a ftate of genuine na-
ture throughout. The feclings of children are under
no kind of reftraint, but pure as the fire, free asthe
winds, honeft and open as the face of heaven. Their
joys inceffantly flow in the thickeft fucceffion, and
their griefs only feem fleeting and convalefcent. To
the calls of nature they are only attentive. They
know no voice but hers. Their obedience to all
her commands is prompt and implicit. They never
anticipate her bounties, nor relinquifh her pleafures.
This fituation renders them independant of artifice.
Influenced only by nature, their manners, like the
principle that produces them, are always the fame.

_Genuine fimplicity is that peculiar quality of the
mind, by which fome happy charalers are enabled to
avoid



118 HISTORICAL SKETCHES

avoid the moft diftant approaches to every thing like
affe@ation, inconfiftency, or defign, in their intercourfe
with the world. It is much more eafily underftood,
however, than defined; and confilts not in a fpecific
tone of the voice, movemeént of the body, or made
impofed by cuftom, but is the natural and permanent
effet of real modefty and good fenfe on the whole
behaviour.

T'his has been confidered, in all ages, as one of the
firt and moft captivating ornaments of the fex. The
favage, the plebeian, the man of the world, and the
courtier, are agreed in ftamping it with a preference
to every other female excellence.

Nature only is lovely, and nothing unnatural can
ever be amiable. The genuine expreflions of truth
and nature are happily calculated to imprefs the heart
with pleafure.  No woman, whatever her other qua-
lities may be, was ever eminently agreeable, but in
proportion as diftinguifhed by thefe, The world is
good-natured enough to give a lady credit for all the
merit fhe can poflels or acquire, without affe&ation.
But the leaft fhade or colouring of this odious foible
brings certain and indeliable obloquy on the moft ele-
gant accomplifhments.  The blackeft fufpicion’ ine-
vitably refts on every thing affumed. She who is only
an ape of others, or prefers formality, in all its gi-
gantic and prepofterous fhapes, to that plain unembar-
raffed conduct which nature unavoidably produces,
will affuredly provoke an abundance of ridicule, but
never can be an objet either of love or efteem.

The various artifices of the fex difcover themfclves
at a very early period. A paffion for expence and
fhow is one of the firft they exhibit. This gives them
atafte for refinement, which divefts their young hearts
of almoft every other feeling, renders their tempers
defultory and capricious, regulates their drefs only by
the moft fantaftic models of finery and fathion, and

makes
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makes their company rather tircfome and aukward,
than pleafing or elegant. )

No one perhaps can form a more ludicrous contraft to
every thing juft and graceful in nature, than the woman
whofe fole objeét in life is to pafs for a fine lady. The
attentions fhe every where and uniformly pays, ex-
peéts, and even exals, are tedious and fatiguing.
Her various movements and attitudes are all adjufted
and exhibited by rule. By a happy fluency of the
moft elegant language, fhe has the art of imparting a
momentary dignity and grace to the mereft trifles.
Studious only to mimic fuch peculiarities as are moft
admired in others, fhewaffeits a loquacity peculiarly
flippant and teazing ; becaufe fcandal, routs, finery,
fans, china, lovers, lap-dogs, or fquirrels, are her con-
ftant themes. Her amufements, like thofe of a mag-
pye, are only hopping over the fame fpots, prying
into the fame corners, and devouring the fame fpecies
of prey. The fimple and beautiful deliniations of
nature, in her countenance, geltures, and whole de-
portment are habitually deranged, diftorted, or con-
cealed, by the affeted adoption of whatever grimace
or deformity is lateft, or moft in vogue.

She accuitoms her face to a fimper, which every
feparate feature in it belies. She {poils, perhaps, a
blooming complexion with a profufion of artificial
colouring.  She diftorts the moft exquifite fhape by
loads or volumes of ufelefs drapery. She has her head,
her arms, her feet, and her gait, equally touched by
art and affeftation, into what is called the taffe, the
ton, or the fafbion.

She  little confiders to what a torrent of ridicule
and farcafm this mode of condu& expofes her; or
how exceedingly cold and hollow that ceremony muft
be, which is not the language of a warm heart. She
does not refleét how infipid thofe fmiles are, which
indicate no internal pleafantry; nor how aukward

thofe
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thofe graces, which fpring not from habits of good-
nature and benevolence, Thus, pertnefs fucceeds to
delicacy, affurance to modefty, and all the vagaries of
a liftlefs, to all the fenfibilities of aningenious mind.

With her, punétilio is politenefs ; diffipation, life ;
and levity, fpirit. The miferable and contemptible
drudge of every tawdfy. innovation in drefs or cere-
mony, fhe inceffantly ‘niiftakes extravagance for talte,
and finery for elegance.

Her favourite examples are notgthofe perfons of ac-
knowledged fincerity, who {peadf as they feel, and a&
as they think ; but fuch onlyg® are formed to dazzle
her fancy, amuf /het fenfesfor humour her whims.
Her only fhidy/is how to giffter or fhine, how to cap-
tivate and gratify the gaz® of the multitude, or how
to {well her own pomp and importance. To this
interefting objeét all her afliduities and time are reli-
gioufly devoted.

How often is debility of mind, and even badnefs of
heart, concealed under a fplendid exterior! The faireft
of the fpecies, and of the fex, often want fincerity ; and
without fincerity every other qualification is rather a
blemifh than a virtue or excellence. Sincerity operates
in the moral, fomewhat like the {fun in the natural
world ; and produces nearly the fame effects on the
difpofitions of the human heart, which he does on
inanimate objects. Wherever fincerity prevails, and
is felt, all the fmiling and benevolent virtues flourifh
moft, difclofe their {weeteft luftre, and diffufe their
richeft fragrance.

Heaven has not a finer or more perfe¢t emblem on
earth, than a woman of genuine fimplicity.  She
affe@ts no graces which are not infpired by fincerity.
Her opinions refult not from paffion and fancy, but
from reafon and experience. Candour and humility
give expanfion to her heart. She ftruggles for no
kind of chimerical credit, difclaims the appearance of

every
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every affe@ation, and is in all things juft what fhe
feems, and others would be thought. Nature, not
art, is the great ftandard of her manners ; and her ex-
terior wears no varnifh, or embellithment,” which is
not the genuine fignature of an open, undefigniag,
and benevolent mind. Tt is not in her power, becaufe
not in her nature, to hide, with a fawning air, and a
mellow voice, her averfion or contempt, where her
delicacy is hurt, her temper ruffled, or her feelings in-
fulted.

In fhort, whatever appears moft amiable, lovely,
or interefting in nature, art manners, or life, originates
in fimplicity. 'What is correétnefs in tafte, purity in
morals, truth in {cience, grace in beauty, but fimpli-
city ? It is the garb of mamocence. It adorned the
firt ages, and full adorns the infant ftate of huma-
nity.  Without fimplicity, woman is a vixen, a co-
quette, a hypocrite ; fociety a malquerade, and pleas
{ure a phantom.

The following flory, I believe, is pretty generally
known, A lady, whofe hufband had long been a -
flicted with an acute but lingering difeafe, fuddenly
feigned fueh an uncommon fendernzfs for him, as to
relolve on dying in his ftead, She had even the ad-
drefs to perfuade him not to outlive this extraordinary
inftance of her conjugal fidelity and attachment. It
was inftantly agreed they fhould mutually fwalloy
fuch a quantity of arfenic, as would fpeedily effe
their dreadful purpofe.  She compofed the fatal
draught before his face, and even fet him the defperate
example of drinking firft. By this device, which had
all the appearance of the greatelt affe@ation and can-
dour, the dregs only were referved for him, and foon
put a period to his life.

It then appeared that the dofe was fo tempered, as,
from the weight of the principal ingredient, to be
deadly only at the bottom, which fhe had artfully
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appropriated for his fhare.  Even ater all this finefle,
{he feized, we are told, his inheritance, and infulted

his memory by a fecond marriage.

CHH A P XXXVITL

ON THE MILD MAGNANIMITY OF WOMENJ

LATE eminent anatomift, in a profeffional dif-

courfe on the female frame, is faid to have de-
clared, that it almoft appeared an a& of cruelty in
nature to produce fuch a being as woman. This re-
mark may, indeed, be the natural exclamation of re-
fined fenfibility, in contemplating the various maladies
to which a creature of fuch dclicate organs is me-
vitably expofed; but, if we take a more enlarged furvey
of human exiftence, we fhall be far from difcovering
any juft reafon to arraign the benevolence of its pro-
vident and gracious author. If the delicacy of woman
muft render her familiar with pain and fickncfs, let
us romember that her charms, her pleafurés, and her
happinefs, arife alfo from the fame attraétive quality.
She is a being, to ufe the forcible and elegant ex-
preffion of a poet,

s Fine by defel, and amiably weak.”

There is, perhaps, no charm by which fhe more
effeGtually fecures the tender admiration and the lafting
love of the more hardy fex, than her fuperior indure-
ance, her mild and graceful fubmiffion to the common

evils of life.
Nor is this the fole advantage fhe derives from her
gentle fortitude. It is the prerogative of this lovely
2 virtue,
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wirtue, tolighten the preffure of all th {- incomigible
evils which it cheerfully endures. 'The frame of
man may be compared to the ftardy nak, which s
often fattered by refiftiag the temp:t. Woman is
the pliant gficr, which, in bending 1o thie Rorm, cludes
fts violence.

The accurate obfervers of buman nature will readily
allow, that paticnce is moft eminently the character-
iftic of woman. 'To what a fublime ani aftonifhing
height this virtue has been carried by beings of the
moft delicate texture, we have firiking examples in
the many female martyrs who were expofed, in the
firlt ages of chriftanity. to the moft barbarous and
lingering tortures. :

Nor was it only from chriftian z:al that woman
derived the power of defying the utmoft rigours of

ccution with invincible fortitude. Saint Am-

rofe, in his elaborate and pious treatife on this fub-
ject, records the refolution of a fair difciple of Py-
thagoras, who, being feverely urged by a tyrant to
reveal the fecrets of her fex, to convince him that no
torments fhould reduce her to fo unworthy a breach
of her vow, bit her own tongue afunder, and darted it
in the face of her oppreflor.

In confequence of thofe happy changes which
have taken place in the world, from the progrefs of
purified religion, the inflexible fpirit of the tender
fex is no longer expofed to fuch inhuman trials,  But,
if the earth is happily delivered from the demons of
torture and fuperitition ; if beauty and innocence are
no more in danger of being dragged to perith at the
ﬁake—per:haps there are- fituations, in female lit-,
that require as much patience and magnanimity, as
were formerly exerted in the fiery torments of th-
virgin martyr, It is more difficult to fupport an acen
mulation of minuse infelicities, than any fingle calan
of the moft terrific magnitude. B
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CHAE RXRIX

ON FEMALE DELICACY.

HERE the human race has little other culture
than what it receives fiom nature, the two
fuxes live together, unconfcious of almoft any reftraint
on their words or on their aQions. The Greeks, in
the heroic ages, as appears from the whole hiftory of
their condud, where totally unzcquainted with delis
cacy. The Romaus, in the infancy of their empire,
were the fame, Tacitus informs us that the ancient
Germans had not feperate beds for the two fexes, but
that they lay promifeuoufly on reads or on hearthy
fpread along the walls of their houfes. This cuftom
&ill prevails in Lapland among the peafants of Nor-
way, Poland, and Ruffia ; and 1t is not altogether obli
terated in fome parts of the highlands of Scotland and
of Wales. :
In Otaheite, to appear naked, or in clothes, are
circumflances equally indifferent to both fexes; nor
does any word in their language, nor any afion to
which they are prompted by nature, feem more inde-
licate or reprehenfible than another. Such are the
effeéts of a total want of culture.

Effeés not very diffimilar are, in France and Italy,
produced from a redundance of it. Though thefe are
the politeft countries in Europe, wonien there fet
themfelves above fhame, and defpife delicacy. It is
laughed out of exiftence, as a filly and unfathionable
weaknefs.

But in China, one of the politeft countries in Afia.
and perhaps not even, in this refpeé, behind France
or Italy, the cale is quité otherwife.. No human being
can be more delicate than a Chinefe woman, in her

drefs,
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drefs, in her behaviour, and in hér converfation ; and
fhould fhe ever happen to be expofed in ay unb:-
coming manner, fhe fecls with the greateft pignancy
the ankwardnels of her fituation, and if poflible covers
ber face, that fhe may not be known.

In the midlt of fo many dif:ordant appearanccs,
the mind is perplexed, and can hardly fix upon asy
caufe to which female delicacy is to' be aferibed. i
we attend, however, to the whole animal creation, if
we confider it attentively wherever it falls under ovv
obfervation, it will difcover to us, that in the female
there is a greater degree of delicacy or coy referve
than in the males Is not this a proof, that, through
the wide extent of creation, the {eeds of delicacy are
more liberally beftowed upon females than .opon
males ?

In the remoteflt periods of which we have eny hif-
torical account, we find that the women had a delicacy
to which the other f2x were ftrangers.  Rebecca veiled
herfelf when fhe fift approaclied Ifaac her future
hufband. Many of the fables of antiguity mark,
with the moft dftinguithing chara&ers, the force or
female delicacy.  Of this kind is the fable of Actxon
and Diana. A&eon, a famous hunter, being in the
woods with his hounds, beating for game, acc.aentaly
fpicd Diana and her pymphs bathing in a rives.
Prompted by -curiofity, he {tle filently into 2 neigh-
bouring thicket, that he might have a nearer view of
them. The goddefs difcovering him, was fo affronted
at his audacity, and fo much alhamed to have becn
feen niked, that in revenge {Le inam:diately trinl-
formed him into a ftag, fet his own hounds upon hin,
and encouraged them to overtake and devour him.
B hides this and other fables, and hiftorical anecdotes
-of antiquity, their poets feldom exhibit a female cha-
mifter, without adorning it with th: graces of mo-
defty and delicacy. Hence w. r ay infer, that t ‘e
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qualities have not only been always efential to virtuous
women in civilized countries, but were alfo conftantly
praifed and efteemed by men of fenfibility ; and that
delicacy is an innate principle in the female mind.

There are fo many evils attending the lofs of virtue
in women, and fo greatly are the minds of that fex
depraved when they have deviated from the path of
rectitude, that a general contamination of their morals
may be confidered 2s one of the greateft misfortunes
that can befal a ftate, as in time it deftroys almoft
every public virtue of the men. Hence all wife le-
giflators have ftrictly enforced upon the fex a par-
ticular purity of manners; and not fatisfied that
they fhould abitain from vice only, have required them
ceven to thun every appearance of it.

Such, in fome periods, were the laws of the Ro-
mans ; and fuch were the effeéts of thefe laws, that
if ever female delicacy fhone forth in a confpicuous
manner, it was perhaps among thofe people, after
they had worn off much of the barbarity of their firft
ages, and before they became contaminated by the
wealth and manners of the nations which they plun-
dered and fubjeéted. 'Then it was that we find many
of their women furpafling in modefly almoft every
thing related by fable; and then it was that their
ideas of dclicacy were fo highly refined, that they
could not even bear the fecret confcioufnefs of an in-
voluntary crime, ard far lefs of having tacitly con-
fented to it.

CHAP.
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CHAP XL

ON FEMALE WIT.

IT has been well compared to the dancing

of a meteor, that blazes, allures, and mifleads,
Moft certainly it alone can never be a fteady light ;
and too probably it is often a fatal one. Of thofe
who have refigned themfelves to its guidance, how few
has it not betrayed into great indifcretions at leaft,
by inflaming their thirft of applaufe ; by rendering
them little nice in their choice of company ; by fedu-
cing them into flrokes of fatire, too offenfive to the
perfons againft whom they were levelled, not to be re-
pelled, upon the authors with full vengeance; and,
finally, by making them, in confequence of that heat
which produces, and that vanity which fofters it, for-
getful of thofe cool and moderate rules that ought to
regulate their conduét !

A very few there may have been endowed with
judgment and temper fufficient to reftrain them from
indulging ¢ the rafh dexterity of wit,” and to dire&
it to purpofes equally agreeable and beneficial. But
one thing is certain—that witty men, for the moft
part, have had few friends, though many admirers.
Their converfation has been courted, while their abi-
litics have been feared, or their chara&ers hated—or
both. In. truth, the laft have feldom merited affeGtion,
even when the firt have excited efteem. Sometimes
their hearts have been fo bad, as at length to bring
their heads into difgrace.

At any rate, the faculty termed wis is commonly
looked on awith a fufpicious eye, as a two-edged
fword, from which not even the facrednefs of friend--
dhip can fecure,

-2
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It is generally more dreaded in women than in men.
Ina Mrs. Rowe, we may prefume, it was not. To
great brilliancy of imagination, that angelic female
joined yet greater goodnefs of difpefition ; and never
wrote, nor was ever fuppofed to thave faid, in her
whole life, an ill-natured, or even an indelicate thing.
Of fuch a woman, with all her talents, none could be
afraid. In her company, it muft have been impoflible
not to feel refpe&. If aught on earth can prefent the
image of celeftial excellence in its fofteft array, it is
furely an accomplifbed wwoman ; in whom purity and
mecknefs, intelligence and - modefty, mingle their
charms.

Men of the beft fenfe, however, have been ufually
averfe to the thought of marrying a wirty female.
Were they afraid of being outfhone? Some of them
perhaps might be fo, but many of them aéted oa.dif-
ferent motives. Men who underfland the fcience of
domeftic happinefs, know that its very firft principle
is eafe.  Of that indeed we grow fonder, in every con-
<dition, as we advance in life, and as the heat of youth
abates. But we cannot be ealy where we are not
fafe. 'We are never fafe in company of a critic;
and almoft every wit is u critic by profeffion. In fuch
company we are not at liberty to unbend ourfelves.
All muft be the ftraining of ftudy, or the anxiety of
_ .apprehenfion. How painful ! Where the heart may
not expand and open itfelf with freedom, farewe! to
real friendfhip, farewel to convivial delight! But to
fuffer this reftraint at home, what mifery ! From the
brandifhings of wit in the hand of ill-nature, of impe-
rious paffion, or of unbounded vanity, who would not
flee? But when that weapon is brandifhed at a huf-
band, is it to be wondered if, from his own houfe,
he take fhelter in the tavern! He fought a friend, he
.expected to be happy in a rcafonable companion 3 he
thas found a perpetual fatirift, or a felf-fufficient prat-

tler.
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tler.  How does one pity fuch a man, when one fees
him in continual fear on his own account, and th'at
of his friends, and for the poor lady herfelf ; left, in
the ran of her difcourfe, the thould be guilty of fome
petulence or fome indifecretion, that would expofe her,
and hurt them all ! ) -

But take the matter at the beft, there is fill all
the difference in the world between the entertainer of
an evening, and a partaer for life. Of the latter, a
fober mind, fteady attachment, and gentle manuers,
joined to a good und: i ,wm'evgrbethechnd'
recommendations ; whereas qualities that fparkle
will be often fufficient for the former. ;

CHAP. XLI

ON FEMALE CREDULITY.

F fome females, credulity is a very firiking cha-
rafteriftic. A credulous woman is fupremely
fkilled in the ingenious and happy art of building
caftles in the air ; and, as often as one fabric of iliufion
is demolithed, fhe ere&s another in its place. Her
life is a fcene of perpetual and ever-varying hope ;
and, as hope is one of the moft lively paffions, her
temper is naturally gay.  Her head may be compared
to one of thofe raree-thow boxes, which are filled with
fplendid and fucceffive pictures of one magnificent ob-
je@. At the firt peep you may difcern the temple
of Hymen. The flri&ure prefently  vanithes ; but
difappears only to make room for a more captivating
view, either of the temple itfclf, or of fome delightful
avenue which is terminated by the fame noble edifice.
She
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She can recolle® a thoufand inftances in real life,
as well as romance, of ladies who have made the moft
fudden and fortunate conquefts, by the fimple and
mnatural circumftance of looking out of a window ; and
the therefore devotes herfelf, with particular affiduity,
to this favourite amufement. She fees a lover in every
man by whom fhe is civilly accofted; and hears a
hint at leaft, if not an offer of marriage, in every com-
mon compliment that is cafually addrefled to her.

There is one danger to which a credulous lady, if
fhe happens to be rich, is particularly expofed; I
mean, the very ferious danger arifing from thofe vi-
gilant and affiduous gentlemen, ’ycleped fortune hunt-
ters, who think themfelves entitled to plunder an opu-
lent female, in the charaéter of a bridegroom.

Flaccilla was an unfortunate example of this fatal
credulity. She inherited an ample fortune, and pof-
fefled from her ehildhood a romantic turn of mind.
She happened to pafs fome months in autumn at
the feat of a nobleman to whom fhe was diftantly
related. The peer had lately received a new game-
keeper into his fervice—a ftout and enterprifing fon of
Hibernia, who had feen, though under thirty, many
viciffitudes of life ; and had fuftained the ative parts
of a travelling valet, a common foldier, and a ftrolling
player, before he engaged in his prefent occupation.
The lively Patrick foon contradted a great intimacy
with the fair attendant of Flaccilla 3 who diverted him,
in their vacant moments, by relating with ludicrous
humour the whimfies of her lady.

The ingenious Hibernian, who had founded his
amufement on the foibles of the maid, now determined
to build his fortune on the foibles of the miftrefs.
Having arrayed himfelf in his new {uit of green, he
furprifed the tender Flaccilla alone, in a fequeftered
{pot of her favourite wood, to which the delighted to
y retire
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retire, for the convenience of dewouring a new novel
without interruption.

Patrick foon prevailed on her to quit the vifionary
tale for a more engaging romance. In fhort, he per-
fuaded her that he was the fon of an Irifh peer in
difguife, who had only fubmitted to his prefent humi-
liation, to fecure the ecftatic delight, which he now
enjoyed, of throwing himfelf at her feet. 'The fteady
impoftor played his part with dexterity and fuccefs.
The lady confented to elope, was married, and made
miferable, before the ativity of her friends could un-
deceive her.  All, indeed, that they were at laft able
to do for her was, to prevail on the reafonable Patrick
to leave his wife to refleét on her credulous impru-
dence, and to bargain for a chance of future tran-
quillity at the expence of her fortune. Some incon-
fiderable fhare of this, indeed, fhe was lucky enough
to recover and retain ; but her health and {pints
were impared by the difgrace of her adventure, and
her latter years were embittered by unavailing repen-
tance for her abfurd credulity.

This foible, however, though riﬁng to a high de-
gree of abfurdity, may ftill, in fome inftances, be an
object more worthy of tendernefs and pity, than of
contempt and derifion. Inftead of being the offen-
five offspring of arrogance and vanity, it is frequently
the mere baby of fimplicity and benevolence. It
often arifes folely from the moft natural and the moft
amiable of human wifhes, the with of being beloved ;
and, when its origin is fuch, who would not be tender
to the child for the fake of the parent ?

As hope is one of the moft potent of our illufive
paflions, we cannot wonder that the juft and laudable
hope of finding a hufband, fhould often cheat the
moft fenfible of ladies into an erroneous belief of having
found him. How often does the philofopher delude

himfelf in much clearer matters, and where the filence
of
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of 'his heart affords him not fo good an excufe for the
confufion of his judgment !

This eafinefs of belief, with regard to many, is fo
perfetly free fom every other blemith, that one can-
not but lament the raillery to which it is expofed.
It has been perceived to be united with {uch frames,
that, inftead of deriding it as a weaknefs, fome have
been almoft led to regard it as a gift from heaven, to
compenfate for the misfortunes of deformity. The
young and inconfiderate cannot be expected to veiw it
m fo ferious a light. But, to caution them from the
danger of treating it with fuch unintended cruelty
as they may afterwards regret, I fhall relate the brief
hiftory of a fady, whofe fate was as fingular as her per-
fon was unfortunate, and her chara&er deferving.

Harriot Afpin was the youngeft of four fifters, who.
in their childhood had alla profpe& of paffing through
life ‘with every advantage that beauty and fortune
can beftow. But deftiny ordained it otherwife ; the
extravagance of their father abridged the portion of
each ; and the little Harriot had the additional afli&ion
of perfonal calamities.

From a fall which her nurfe occafioned, and con-
cealed, fhe contraéted a great degree of deformity ;
and the injuries that her frame had received from acci-
dent, were completed in what her countenance fuffered
from that cruel diftemper, by which beauty was fo
frequently deftroyed before the happy introduétion
of inoculation. Her countenance and perfon were
wretchedly disfigured ; but her mind ftill poffefled the
moft valuable of mental powers, and her heart was
embellifhed by every generous affeétion, Her friends
were many; but fhe had paffed her fortieth year
without once hearing the addreffes of a fingle lover,
Yet the fancied whifper of this enchanting paffion
often vibrated in her ear; for, with a folid and bril-
Jiant underftanding, fhe was deeply tinctured with this

credulous
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credulous foible. As fhe advanced towards fifty,
finding her income very narrow, and her {ituation un-
pleafant, fhe took fhelter in the family of her favourite
filter, married to a good-natared man of eafy fortunc 5
who, though he had feveral childien, very readily al-
lowed his wife to afford an afylum, and adminitter ail
the comforts in her power, to this unfortunate re-
lation.

The good deeds of benevolence rarely pafs unre-
warded. The obliging temper of Harriot, united to
infinite wit and vivacity, contributed to reftore the de-
clining health of her fifter, and enlivened the houfe
into which fhe was fo kindly admitted. She endeared
herfelf to every branch of it; but her {fecond nephew,
whofe name is Edward, became her principal favourite,
and returned her partiality with more efteem and
affection than nephews are ufed to feel for an old
maiden aunt. Indeed, there was a ftriking fimilarity
in their characers; for they both poflefled a very un-
common portion of wit, with extreme generofity and
good-nature. Harriot had the moft perfe¢t penetra-
tion into the foibles of every chara@er but her own ;
and had the art of treating them with fuch tender and
{alutary mirth, that fhe preferved her nephew, whofe
conftitution was amorous and vain, from a thoufand
follies into which the giddinefs of his paffions would
otherwife have betrayed him ; and, what is ftill more
to her honour, when he was really fallen into fome
juvenile ferape, which fometimes would happen, fhe
never failed to affift him, bath with fecret advice, and
the private aid of fuch little fums of money, as fhe
always contrived to fave from her flender income, fo: the
moft generous of purpofes. -

By her laft beneficence of this nature, fhe had ena-
bied her nephew to redeem his gold watch, which Ed-
ward, who ftood in awe of his father, had a&ually

N pawned
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pawned, to deliver a poor and unfortunate girl from a
ipunging-houfe.

It was almoft impoflible not to love a maiden aunt
of fo engaging a charaGter; and Edward, whofe
affeftions were naturally ardent, loved her indeed
moft fincerely.  But his penetration difcovered her
foible, and the vivacity of his fpirit often tempted him
to {port with it. L

{itherto, however, he had done fo in the moft
harmlefs manner; but a circumftance arofe, which
fully proved the danger of this ordinary diverfion.
dward, being a younger brother, was defigned for
the profeflion of phyfic. H€ had ftudied at Edin-
burgh ; and, returning from thence to London, had
brought with him a medical friend, who was a native
of Savoy, and was preparing to fettle as a' phyfician
at Turin. In the gaiety of his heart, Edward in-
formed his aunt Harriot that he had provided her
with a hufband ; and he enlarged on the excellent qua-
lities of his friend. The Savoyard was extremely
polite : and, either attralted by the pleafantry of her
converfation, or touched with medieal pity for the
ftriking infelicity of her diftorted frame, he had paid
particular attention to Mifs Afpin; for, being yet
under fifty, fhe had not affumed the title of Mrs.

This particular attestion was fully fufficient to con-
vince the credulous Harriot that her nephew was feri-
ous. But fhe was unluckily confirmed in that illufion,
by his faying to her, one evening, *“ Well, my dear
¢ aunt, my friend is to leave England on Monday.
¢ Confider, upon your pillow, whether you will pafs
« the Alps, to fettle with him for life; and let me
¢ know vour decifion before the week expires.”

The {fportive Edward was very far from fuppofing
that thefe idle words could be produétive of any fatal
event ; for the health of his aunt was fuch, that he
confidered bis propofal of crofling the Alps full as

extravagant

-
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extravagant as if he had propofed to her to fettle in
the moon. - But let youth and vigour remember, that
they feldom can form a jult eftimate of the withes,
thoughts, and feclings of infirmity.

Poor Harriot had no fooner retired to her chamber,
than fhe eatered into a profound debate with a fa-
vourite maid, who ufed to flcep in her room, concerning;
the dangers of croffing the Alps, and the fate of her
healih.  In this debate, both her heart and her fancy
played the part of very able advocates, and defended
a weak caufe by an altonithing variety of arguments
n its favour. They utterly overpowered her judg-
ment.  But they could not bias the founder fenfe of
Molly, who was feated on the bench on this occafion.

The honeft girl, who happened to have a rea/ lover
in England, had many motives to diffuade her miftrefs
from an extravagant projeét of fettling in a forcign
country; and fhe uttered as many reafons to poor
Harriot againft the paffage of the Alps, as were urged
to the fon of Hamilcar by his Carthaginian friends,
when he firft talked of traverfing thofe tremenducus
mountains. 'The debate was very warm on both fides,
and fupported through the greateft part of the night.
The fpivited Harriot was horribly fatigued by the
difcourfe, but utterly unconvinced by the forcible ar-
guments of her opponent. She even believed that
the journey would prove a remedy for her afthmatic
complaints.  Her defire of a matrimonial eftablifh-
ment was full as efficacious as the vinegar of Haantbal;
and the Alps melied before it.

At the dawn of day, fhe had pofitively determined
to follow the fortunes of the amiable Savoyard. The
peace of mind which this decifion produced, afforded
her a fhort flamber : but, on waking, fhe was very far
from being refrethed ; and found that her unhappy
frame had fuffered fo much from the agitation of her
{pirit, and the want of her ufual fleep, that the was

unable
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unable to appear at breakfaft. 'This, however, was a
circamftance too common to alarm the family : for,
though her cheerfulnefs never forfook her, yet her
lictle portion of ftrength was frequently exhaufted ; and
her breath often feemed at the very point of departing
from her diminutive body.

Towards noon, her filter entered her chamber, to
make a kind enquiry concerning her health. It was a
warm day in fpring ; yet Harmat, who was extremely
chilly, had feated herfelf in a little low chair, by the
fide of a large fire. Her feet were ftrangely twifted
together, and, leaning forward to reft her elbow on her
knee, fhe fupported her head on her right hand. To
the affeCtionate queftions of her fifter fhe made no reply,
but, ftartiag from her reverie, walked with apparent
difficulty acrofs the chamber, and, faying with a fee-
ble and fainting voice, < I can never pafs the Alps,”
funk down on the fide of her bed, and with one deep
figh, but without any convulfive ftruggle, expired.

Whether the much-injured and defetive organs of
her life were completely worn out by time, or whether
the confli& of different affetions, which had haraffed
her {pirit through the night, really fhortened her exift-
ience, the all-feeing Author of it alone can determine.
it is certain, however, that her death, and the pecu-
liar circamftances attending it, produced among her
relations the mott poignant affliction, As fhe died with-
cut one convulfive motion, her filter could hardly be-
fieve her to be dead; and as this good lady had
not attended to the levities of her fon Edward fhe
could not comprebend the laft words of Harriot, till her
faithful fervant gave a full and honeft account cf the
nightly converfation which had paffed between herfelf
and her departed miftrefs.

An intimate fiiend of her nephew Edward, who well
knew his regard for this fingular little being, haftened
to hira the firft moment that he heard fhe was no more.

He
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He found him under the ftrongeft impreflion of recent
grief, and in the midft of that fclf-accufation fo natural
to a generous {pirit upon fuch an occafion.  Ile endea-
voured to comfort him, by obferving that death, which
ought, perhaps, never to be confidered as an evil, might
furely be cfteemed a blefling toa perfon, whofe unfor-
tunate infirmities of body muit undoubtedly have been
a fource of inceffant fufiering. “Alas! my dear friesd,”
he replied, ¢ both mry heart andmy underftanding refufe
to {ubferibe to the ideas, by which you fo kindly try
to confole me. I allow, indeed, that her freme was un-
happy, and her health moft delicate. But who had a
keener velifh of all the genuine pleafures which be-
long to a lively and cultivated mund, and fill more
of all thofe bigher delights, which are at once the
teft and the reward of a benevalent heart? It is true, fhe
had her foibles; but what right had I to fport with
them ? To me they ought to have been particularly
facred, for the never looked upon mine, but with a
moft generpus indulgence.” <« Poor Harriot!” he
would frequently -exclaim; ¢ poor aunt Harriot! T
have bafely abridged thy very weak, but not anjoyous
exiltenct, by the moft unthinking barbarity. I will,
however, be tender to thy memory; and I wifh that
I could warn the world againit the dangerous cruelty
wf jdting with the credulity of every being who may
zefemble thee.”

W2 CHAP.
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C HiA P XLIE
ON THE INPLUENCE OF FEMALE SOCIETY:

TV HE company of ladies has a very powerful in-
fluence on the fentirmentsand conduét of men.
Women, the fruitful fource of half our joys, and
perhaps of more than half our forrows, give an
elegance to our manners, and a relith to our plea-
fures, They footh our afflitions and foftén our cares.
"T'oo much of their company will reader ud effeminate,
and infallibly ftamp upon us many fignatures of the fe-
inale nature. A rough and unpolithed belaviour, as well
as {lovenlinefs of perfon, will certainly the confe-
quence of an almoft conftant exclufion frdm it. By
ipending a reafonable portion of our time#h the com-
pany of the women, and another in the ceshpany of our
own {ex, we {hall imbibe 2 proper fhare of the foftnefs of
the female, and at the fame time retain the firmnefs
and conftancy of the male. X
¢ We believe that it is proper,” fays an amiable wri-
ter, who has ftudied the human heart with fuccd, for
perfons of the fame age, of the fame fex, of fimilar dif-
pofitions and purfuits, to affociate together. But here
we feem to be deceived by words. If we confult nature
and common fenfe, we fhall find, that the true propri-
ety and harmony of focial life depend upon the con-
nection of peop{e of different difpofitions and charaéters
Judicioufly blended together. Nature hath made no
individual, norno clafs of people, independent of the reft
of their {pecies, or {ufficient for their own happinefs.
¢ Each {ex, each charadter, each period of life, have
their feveral advantages and difadvantages; and that
union is the happieft and moft proper where wants are
autually fopplicd.
« The
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“The fair fex fhould naturally hope to gain from
our converfation, knowledge, wifdom, and fedatencfs ;
and they fhould to give us, in exchange, humanity,
politenefs, cheerfulnefs, tafte, and fentiment.

“The levity, the rafhnefs, and folly of early life are
tempered with the gravity, the caution, and the wi{dom
of age; while the temidity, coldnefs of heart, and
languor incident to declining years, are fupported and
affited by the courage, the warmth, and the vivacity of

uth.”
yoAs little focial intercourfe fubfifted between the two
fexes, in the more early ages of antiquity, we find
the men lefs courteous, and the women lefs engag-
ing. Vivacity and cheerfulnefs feem hardly to have
exifted. Even the Babylonians, who appear to have
allowed their women more liberty than any of the an-
cients, feem not to have lived with them in a friendly and
familiar manner. But, as their intercourfe with them was
confiderably greater than that of the neighbouring na-
tions, they acquired thereby a polith and refinement
anknown to any of the people who furrounded them.
“The manners of both fexes were {ofter, and better cal-
«culated to pleafe.

They likewife paid more attention to cleanlinefs
and drefs.

After the Greeks became famous for their know-
Tedge of the arts and fciences, their rudenefs and barba-
rity were only foftned a few degreer. It is not therefore
arts, fciences, and kearning, but thecompany of the other
fex, that forms the manners and renders the man
agreeable.

_The Romans were, for Tome fime, a community
without women, and confequently without any thing
to foften the ferocity of male nature. The Sabine
virging, whom they had ftolen, appear to have infufed
into them the firft ideas of pohitenefs. But it was
many ages before this politenefs banifhed the roughnefs

of
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of the warrior, and affumed the refinement of the
gentlmen.

During the times of chivalry, famale enfluence was
at the zenith of its glory and perfection. - It was the
fource of valour, it gave birth to politenc(s, it awakened
pity, it called forth benevolence, it reftriGed the hand
of oppreflion, and meliorated the human heart. “ I can-
not approach my miftrefs,”” faid one, ¢ till T have done
fome glorious deed that may deferve her notice. -Ac-
tions fhould be the meffengers of the heart ; they are the
homage due to beauty, and they only fhould difcover
love.”

Marfan, inftru&ting a young knight how to behave
fo as to gam the favour of the fair, has thefe remarkable
words :—¢ When your arm is raifed, if your lance fail,
draw your fword direftly ; and let heaven and hell re-
found with the clath. Laifelefs is the foul which beauty
cannot animate, and weak is the arm which cannot
fight valiantly to defend it.”

The Ruffians, Poles, and even the Dutch, pay lefs
attention to their females than any of their neighbours,
and are, by confequence, lefs diftinguithed for the graces’
of their perfons, and the feelings of their hearts.

The lightnefs of their food, and the falubrity of their
air, have been affigned as reafons for the vivacity and
cheerfulnefs .of the French, and their fortitude in fup-
poiting their fpicits through all the adverfe circum-
ftances of this world. But the conftant mixture of the
young and old, of the two fexes, is no doubt one of
the principal reafons, why the cares and ills of life fit
lighter on the fhoulders of that fantaftic people, than
on thofe of any other country in the world.

The French reckon an excurfion dull, and a party
of pleafure without relith, unlefs a mizture of bothfexes
;‘lqin to compofe it. The French women do not even
withdraw from the table after meals ; nor do the men

2 difcover
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difcover that impatience to have them difmifled, which
they fo often do in England. :

It is alleged by thofe who have no relith for the
converfation of the fair fex, that their prefence
curbs the freedom of fpeech, and reftrains the jollity
of mirth. But, if the converfation and the mirth are
decent, if the company are capable of relithing any
thing but wine, the very reverfe is the cafe. Ladies,
in general, are not only mare cheerful than gentlemen,
but more eager to promote mirth and good humour.

So powcr%ul, indeed, are the company and converfa-
tion of the fair, in diffafing happincfs and hilarity, that
even the cloud, which hangs on the thoughtful brow of
an Englifhman, begins in the prefent age to brighten,
by his devoting to the ladies a larger fhare of time,
than was formerly done by his anceftors.

Though the influence of the fexes be reciprocal,
yet that of the ladies is certainly the greateft. How
often may one fee a company of men, who were dif-
pofed to be riotous, checked all at once into decency
by the accidental entrance of an amiable woman
while her good fenfe and obliging deportment charms
them into at lealt a temporary conviction, that there
is nothing fo beautiful as female excellence, nothing {o
delightfu% as female converfation, in its beft form !
‘Were fuch convi&tion frequently repeated, what might
we not expe& from it at laft ?

¢ Were Virtue,” faid an ancient philofopher, ¢ to
appear among{t men in vifible fhape, what vehement
defires would fhe enkindle !’ Virtue exhibited without
affe@ation, by a lovely young perfon, of improved un-
derftanding and gentle manners, may be faid to appear
with the moit aliuring afpe&, furrounded by the Gracer.

It would be an ealy matter to point out inftances of
the moft evident reformation, wrought on particular
men, by their having happily conceived a pafiion for vir-
tuous women.,

To
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To form the manners of men, various caufes con-
tribute ; but nothing, perhaps, fo much as the turn of
the women with whom they converfe. 'Thofe who
are 'moft converfant with women of virtue and under-
ftanding; will be always found the moft amiable cha-
racters, other circumftances being fuppofed alike. Such
fociety, beyord every thing elfe, rubs off the corners that
give many of our fex an ungracious roughnefs. It pro-
duces a polifh more perfet, and more pleafing, than
that which is received from a general commerce with
the world. 'This laft is often {pecious, but commonly
fuperficial.  The other is the refult of gentler feclings,
and a more elegant humanity. The heart itfelf is mould-
‘ed. Habits of undiffembled courtefy are formed. A
certain flowing urbanity is acquired.  Violent paffions,
rafh oaths, coarfe jefts, indelicate language of every
kind, are precluded and-difrelithed.

Underftanding and virtue, by being often contem--
plated in the moft engaging lights, have a fort of affi-
milating power. = Let it not be fuppofed, howevery
that the men, here defcribed, will become feminine. ~
Their {entiments and deportment will only contract a
grace : their principles will have nothing ferocious or
forbidding : their affections will be chaﬁe and foothing
at the fa.me inftant. In that cafe, the gentlfmen, the man
of worth, and the religious man, will all meit mfenﬁbly
and {weetly into one another.

The French and Italian nobility are generally edu-
cated in the drawing-room, at the toilette, and places
of public amufement, where they are conftantly in the
company of women.

The Englifh nobility and gentry receive their edu-
cation at the uniwrﬁty, and at Ncwmarket, where
books, grooms, and jockeys muft, of courfe, be their
companions.

Some mode of education, between thefe two ex-
tremes, would have a tendancy to preferve the d?gnit)f'

0
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of the man, as well as to infufe a fufficient quantity of
the addrefs of the woman.

Female fociety gives men a tafte for cleanlinefs and
elegance of perfon. Our anceftors, who kept but
little company with their women, were not only flo-
venly in their drefs, but had their countenances dif-
figured with long beards. By female, influence, how-
ever, beards were, in procefs of time, mutilated down
to muftaches. As the gentlemen found that the
ladies had no great relilh for muftaches, which were
the relics of a beard, they cut and curled them into
various fafhions, to render them more agreeable. At
laft, however, finding fuch labour vain, they gave them
up altogether. But as thofe of the three learned pro-
feflions were fuppofed to be endowed with, or at leaft
to ftand in need of, more wifdom than other people,
and as the longeft beard had always been deemed to
fprout from the wifeft chin, to fupply this mark of
diftinétion, which they had loft, they contrived to
fmother up their heads in enormous quantities of
frizzled hair, that they might bear the greater refem-
blance to an owl, the bird facred to wifdom and
Minerva.

To female fociety it has been objeCted by the
learned and ftudious, that it enervates the mind, and
gives it fuch a turn for trifling, levity, and diffipation,
as renders it altogether unfit for that application
which is neceffary in order to become eminent in any
of the fciences. In proof of this they allege, that the
greateft philofophers feldom or never were men who
enjoyed, or were fit for, the company or converfatiou
of women. Sir Ifaac Newton hardly ever converfed
with any of the fex.  Bacon, Boyle, Des Cartes,
and many others, confpicuous for their learning and
application, were but indifferent companions to the fair.

. It is certain, indeed, that the youth, who devotes his
whole time and attention to female converfation, and
the
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the little offices of gallantry, never diftinguithes him-
felf in the literary world. . But notwithftanding this,
without the fatigue and application of fevere {tudy,
he often obtains, by female intereft, what is denied to
the merited improvements acquired by the labour of
many years.

Ol 0By XA H.

OF THE BRITISH LAPIES AT DIFFERENT PERIODS.

HAT polithed nations underftand by fociety,
appears to have been little known in England,
before the reign of Henry VIIL This backwardnefs
may in fome meafure be afcribed to our continental
wars with France and with Scotland. By our quar-
rels with the one, we were fhut out from foreign in-
tercourfe ; and by our hoftilities with both, we were
diverted from cultivating the arts of peace.

The {pirit of chivalry, which produced {fuch ama-
zing effeéts on the Continent, was more weakly felt
here. Edward III. had indeed eftablifhed the order
of the garter. But real wars allowed the knights
little time for the mock encounter, or the generous
vifions of romantic heroifm. Love was ftill a fimple
paffion, which led the fhorteft way to its gratification,
and generally in conformity with law and cuftom.
It partook little of imagination ; and confequently,
required few perfe€tions in its object. It afpired nei-
ther at angels nor goddefles.
~ The women, who fill retained all their native inno-
cence and modefty, were regarded only as wives and
.mothers. Where qualifications are not demanded, they
will never be found. The accomplithments of the fex

entitled
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entitled them to no other character ; and it had per-
haps been happy for both fexes, if they could have
remained in fuch a ftate of fimplicity.

The Scots, by means of their alliance with France,
which had fubfifted for feveral centuries, and that fpi-
rit of adventure, which has at all times led them abroad
in queft of reputation, civil or military, may be fup-
pofed at this time to have been better acquainted with
the elegances, of life, than their wealthy and powerful
neighbours.  Accordingly we find, in the court of
James IV, atafte in mufic, in letters, and in gallantry,
to which the great monarch of the houfe of T'udor and
his haughty barons were yet ftrangers.

But the political ftate of both kingdoms was an in-
fuperable bar to all liberal intercourfe. The barons,
or chiefs, were hoftile to the court, from which they
had every thing to fear, and nothing to hope. They
were dreaded by it in their turn; they looked from
the walls of their caftles with a jealous eye on each
other; they never went abroad, but attended by a
numerous train of domeftics. They vifited each other
with the ftate, and the diffidence, of neighbouring
princes.  Their marriages were contralted ‘from fa-
mily motives, and their courtfhips were condufted
with the greatelt form, and the moft diftant refpeét.
They took liberties indeed with the women of inferior
condition, and they rioted in thoughtlefs jollity with
their dependents. But the ideas of inferiority and
dependance are incompatable with thofe of fociety and
gallantry.

Henry VII. by curbing the hoftile {pirit of the
barons, by abridging their power, by diminithing their
retainers, by extending commerce, by encouraging
agriculture, by fecuring peace to his fubjeéts, at home
and abroad, prepared the way for learning, arts, and
elegance. - But the tafte of the nation was not yet r'pe
for their reception ; and the temper of his fon, Henry

(0] VIIIL.
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VIII. was not highly favourable to fuch a revolution.
That prince, however, by his tafte for tournaments;
fottered the {pirit of chivalry. By his magnificence
and profuficn he drew the nobility to court ; and,
by his interviews with the emperor, and the French
ling, he roufed their emulation of foreign elegance.
They were fmitten with the love of letters and of gal-
lantry. The Earl of Surrey, in particular, celebrated
18 iniffrefs in his verfes, and defended her honour with
his fword, again{t all who dared, with unhallowed lips,

v ofane her immaculate name.
»e women in this reign likewife began to difcover
afte for literature and politenefs. 'The countefs of
Rickmond, mother to Henry VII. and who furvived
him, had fhewn the way. She tranflated two pious
- treatifes from the T'rench ; amd was a great patronefs
of learning.  Elizabeth Blount, miftrefs to Henry
VIIL. was a woman of elegant accomplifbments ; and
his laft queen, Catharine Parr, wrote with facility both
in Latin and Enghfh, and appears befides to have been
a woman of addrefs. :
But the houfe of Sir Thomas More feems, in a
more particular manner, to have been the habitation
of the Mufes, and even of the Graces. He was pof-
fefled of all the learning of antiquity, and was pious
even to weaknefs. But neither his religion, nor his
learning, foured his temper, nor blunted his tafte for
fociety. His ideas of the female chara&er would do
honeour to a gentleman of the prefent age. ¢ May
you meet with a wife not ftupidly filent, nor always
prattling nonfenfe. May fhe be learned, if poflible, or
at leaft capable of being made fo. A woman, thus
accomplilbed, will be always drawing fentiments and
maxims out of the beit authors. She will be herfelfy
in all the changes of fortune. She will neither be
blown up with profperity, nor broken in adverfity.
You will find in her an even, cheerful, good-humoured
friend,

R
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friend, and an agrecable companion for Ii fe. Sbe vyﬂl
infufe knowledge into your children with thu’r milks
and from their infancy train them up to wifdom,
Whatever company you are engaged in, you will /g
to be at home ; and will retive with delight ﬁ'mn‘tr:_:
fociety of men into the Jofom of @ woman, who is 1o
dear, fo knowing, and fo amiable. If {h: touches
lute, and more particularly if fhe fings to it any
her own compolitions, it will footh yaur folitude, and
her voice will found fweeter in your ear, than theifong
of the nightingale. You will fpend whole days and
nights with_pleafure in her company, a:d you will b2
always finding out new beautics in her mind, She
will keep your foul in perpetual ferenity. She wiil
reftrain its mirth from being diflolute, and prevent its
melancholy from becoming painful.””

According to thefe ideas, he educated his three
daughters, whofe virtues and talents appear to have
merited all his care. They lived for fome time in
one houfe, with their father, their hufbands, and their
children, £nd formed a fociety, all things confidered,
which has feldom, if ever, been equalled, in any age
or country ; where morals were fublimed by rehigion ;
where manners were polithed by a fenfe of elegance,
and {oftened by a defire to pleale ; where frieadfhip
was warmed by love, and ftrengthened by the ties of
blood. Their converfation, animated by genius, en-
riched by learning, and moderated by refpect, exuliing
in the dignity of its obje@, feemed to approach to
that fine tranfport, which immortal beings may be
fuppofed to feel, in pouring out their contemplatious
of the wifdom and goodnefs of the Creator. = V#h.n
1ig_¥\tc§r matters were the {ubjet of difcourfe, wit had
a fpring, humour a flow, and fentiment a poiguancy,
of which thofe who are always talking of trifles, who
bover continually on the furface of the earth, and rove

like
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like butterflies from fenfe to fenfe, both in their lives
and converfations, can have no conception.

The reign of Elizabeth is juftly confidered as one
of the moft fhining periods in the Enghfh }uﬁory.
Tor purity of manners, vigour of mind, vigour’ of cha-
ralter, and perfonal addxcfs, it 18 perhaps unequalled.

The magnificent entertainments, which that illuf-
trious princefs fo frequently gave her court, and at
which fhe generally appeared in perfon, with a moit
engam'ng famiiiminy, rubbed off the ancient referve
of the nobility, and increafed the tafte of fociety, and

even of gallantry. The mafculine boldnefs of her
LHala‘ier, however, was unfavourable to female graces,

‘T'he women of her court, like herfelf, were rather ob-
jelts of refpe&t thdn love. Their virtues were fevere ;
their learning and their talents were often great ; they
had paffions, but they knew how to fupprefs them, or
to divert them into the channel of intereft or ambition.
I'hey did not however want their admirers. ~ Men were
icfs delicate in thofe days.

dnenfer, by writing his Fairy Queen, revived in
Britain the {pidt of cu.valry, at a time, when it began
to exp ire on the Continent ; and Sir Philip Sidney,
in his Arcadm, refined on that fentiment. The Fairy

{Qucen was intended as a compliment to Elizabeth ;
and the Arcadia was dedicated by Sir Philip to his
{ifter, the countefs of Pcmb"olxe, the moft amiable and
accomplifhed woman of her time.

T'he following ingenious and well-known verfes were
intended as part of her epitaph:

“ Underncailythis fable hearfe

¢ Lies the fuljed of all verfe,

< Sidney’s fifler, Pembroke’s mother—
¢ Death ! ere thou haft kill’d another,
¢ Fair, and learn’d, and good as fbe,

“ Time [oallthroww a dart at thee.”’

Elizabeth

mm. B g o
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Elizabeth herfelf was a great and fingular charater.
But fhe had few qualities to recommend her as a wo-
man, though paflionately fond of perfonal admiration.
Nor were her talents, as a writer, either ftriking or
elegant, though fhe appears to have been ambitious
of literary fame. Her ability as a fovercign has been
already confidered. Her virtues were thofe of her
rank, and of her age; and her weaknefles, thofe of
her fex. They failed, however, to render her amiable.

Mary queen of Scotland. the cotemporary of Eli-
zabeth, and her rival in beauty, in letters, and in
fway, though a lefs perfeét, is a more attrattive cha-
rater. 'While we blame her condu&, fhe conciliates
our affe&ion. Even thofe who accufe her of guilt,
muft weep for her misfortunes; and will feel their bo-
foms fwell with indignation againft her inbuman {ub-
je@s, and her perfidious proteéirefs, while they read
her unhappy ftory, as told by her enemies.

The return of Mary to her native kingdom, after
the death of her hufband Francis IT. with all the ele-
gancies of France, fuperadded to the fineft natural
endowments, made the Scots hope, and not without
reafon, that literature, arts, and politenefe, woul
arrive at perfeGion among them, as foon as in any
northern nation. But the fpirit of fanaticifm, that
awaked in Scotland about this time, which was at-
tended with fuch amazing effe@ts, and which {pread
it{clf oventhe whole ifland—which produced the death
of the /lovely Mary, of the pious Charles, and which
terminated in the expulfion of the royal houfe, threw
a cloud over the manners and the ftudies of that coun-
try, which two centuries bave fcarcely been able to
dilpel.

"C'he acceflion of James VI. to the throne of Eng-
{and, contributed {till farther to obftruét the progrels
of civilization in Scotland, and to the decline of the
arts jn that country. The removal of the court drew

O 2 the
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the nobility to London, to fpend their fortunes, or.
obtain preferment.  Men of genius and learning like-
wife looked this way.

"That event, however, muft have contributed to the
advancement of {ocicty in England ; yet not fo much
as might be expeted. The fcantinefs of James’s
revenue, together with his want of ceconomy, rendered
him unable to fupport the fplendonr of a court. It
was befides inconfiftent with his maxims of policy,
and with his temper. He loved to be focial with his
friends, but hated a crowd ; and had rather an aver-
flon to the company of women. A mean jealoufy,
which tock place of a generous emulation, between
the Scotchand Englifh courtiers, prevented ftill farther
the refinement of manners ; which can only be effe&-
ed by-a liberal intercourfe.

The nobility and gentry of England are ftill fonder
of a country life, than thofe of any polithed nation in
Europe. It prevailed much more then, and was
highly encouraged by James. He even iffued pro-.
clamations, containing fevere threatenings, againit the
gentry who lived in town. By thefe means, the an-
cient pride of family was preferved. Men of birth
were diftinguithed by a ftatelinefs of carriage. Much
ceremony took place in the ordinary commerce of life;
and, as riches acquired by trade were ftill rare, little
familiarity was indulged by the great.

The king’s pacific, or rather pufillanimous difpofi-
tion, though it funk the national charatter, was fa-
vourable to commerce, and not altogether unfriendly
to letters.  James himfelf was a fcholar; but he was
unhappy in a bad tafte, which infected his whole court,
and indeed the whole nation. He was fond of meta-
phyfical quibbles, the jingle of words, and every.
{pecies of falle wit. Such a tafte is in fome meafure
infeparable from the revival of letters. We admire

what
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what is glaring, before we can difcern what is beau-
tiful.

The theatre, that great former of manmers, and
which is formed by them, had been founded by Shake-
fpeare, under the reign of Llizabeth. He was fuc-
ceeded by Jonfon and Fletcher. Thefe writers have
feldom painted the manners of their own country, and
feldom thofe of their own age. But, as they muft
have endeavoured to pleafe the people to whom they
wrote, and as they no doubt knew the tafte of the
public, we may difcern that tafte more perfectly in
their compofitions, than in the barren records of the
times.

In the writings of Shakefpeare, we find all the
noble fpirit of the virgin-reign. Love has its native
importance, but little more. It is productive of the
greateft events, when conneéted with circumftances ;
but, when a fimple paffion, its effets are feeble and
tranfient. He feldom attempts to be wanton. But
avhen he is fo, he exprefles his meaning in the plaineft,
and often in the broadeft words.

In the writings of Fletcher, love has acquired an
imaginary power, It is equal to every thing in #/elf;
and feems to difregard thofe circumftances, which alone
can give it confequence. He treats of the fubject
with a grace peculiar to himfelf; for a genteel educa-
tion, and a good natural tafte, confpired to render him
the moft elegant writer of his age.

From his comedies we may conclude that love was
ambitious of being thought more importans than it
really was; that it had purpofes to carry, which it
durft not reveal; and which, confequently, fuggefted
the difguife of delicate expreffion. The duel, we
know, had taken place of the tournament ; and the in-
trigue, we may be certain, would not be long behind.

Under Charles I. a good tafte in letters, in arts, and
in fociety, began to prevail. The king himfelf was

botk
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both a judge and an example of fine writing. He
was a lover of painting, mufic, and architeCture ; all
which he liberally encouraged. But the religious
and political difputes, which early in this reign di-
vided the nation, and which brought about the death
of the king, and the fubverfion of the monarchy, di-
veited the thoughts of men from every elegant pur-
fuit.: The dread of popery and arbitrary power, and
1_:he hope of heaven and of liberty, threw the whole
rQand into the moft violent convullions, and gave
birth to fome of the greateft geniufes, and called
forth fome of the greateft charadters, in the hiffory of
mankind.

The cavaliers, or royal party, however, notwith-
ftanding the horrors of civil war, maintained a gaiety
of temper which was altogether aftonifhing, and a free-
dom of manners which too often bordered on licen-
tioufnefs. But the republicans, though perhaps not
infeCted with fewer vices, and thofe of a lefs amiable
caft, difcover fo much vigour of mind, fuch a refolute
{pirit of ation, a love of freedom, and a contempt of
death, that we almoft defpife the polith of fociety,
even while we deteft the cant of hypocrify.

The moft diftinguifhed women of this period, in
Britain, were the Duchefs of Newcaftle, Lady Paking-
ton, and Lady Halket.

The Duchefs of Newcaftle has left us a variety of
compofitions, both in profe and verfe, of no mean cha-
racter.

Lady Pakington has long been reputed the author
of The Whole Duty of Man, and feveral other moral
and divine treatifes ; which are written with fo much

temper, purity, picty, philofophy, and good fenfe,
that fhe may be juftly reckoned the glory of her fex,
and an honour t¢ human nature. What greatnefs of
wmind and goodnefs of neart muft the perfon be “pof-
fefled of, who could deny herllf the honour of fuch
works,
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works, left the name of a woman fhould render them
of lefs fervice to mankind ! .

Under the commonwealth, the face of the nation
was entirely changed. Tt experienced a revolution,
as compleat in manners as in policy. One would
have imagined himfelf in a different world.  The
theatres were fhut. Games, {ports, fhows, and amufc-
ments of every kind were prohibited. Inftead of the
voice of mirth and joy, nothing was to be heard but
groans, fighs, prayers, and {piritual fongs. All liberal
knowledge, ornamental learning, gentility of manner,
clegance of drefs, and all fuperfluity in eating and
drinking were profcribed, as carnal vanities, and as
the accomplices of fin and Satan. All ranks, ages,
and fexes were confounded. 'The illuminations of the
fpirit placed all on a level. The leaders of the re-
public prayed, or exhorted one while, and liftened the
next to the meaneft of the people.

Women were often teachers. Thofe fair divines,
by reafon of their finer feelings and more vivid imagi-
nations, were often carried into the moft extraordinary
feverities, and the wildeft enthufiafm. They were not
contented with laying afide the allurements of their
fex, but they condemned themfelves to humiliation
and fafting, for the wandering of their hearts.

Love, under the commonwealth, was a mixture of
cant and hypocrify. Never was beauty fo much in
difgrace. It was not only denied all adventitious
ornaments and excellencies, but even the advantages of
nature were fubje® of reproach. It was forbid to
pleafe ; and it was criminal to confider it as an obje&
of defire.

The emotions of nature were confidered as the
ftruggles of original guilt ; and beauty was viewed as
a fpell in the hands of Satan, to feduce the hearts of
the faithfol

But
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But the reftoration of monarchy made ample
amends to beauty for the indignities of the common-
wealth. = The reign of Charles I1. may be confidered,
in one light, as the moft glorious zra to women in the
hiftory of Britain, and as the moft debafing in another.
They were never fo much careffed; never fo little
refpedied.

Charles himfelf had a fufceptible, but changeable
he.art ; a focial temper, a genteel manner, and a lively
wit. His courtiers partook much of the charader of
their mafter. They had all fuffered the preflure of
adverfity, or felt the infolence of pious tyranny.  They
began to think that chriftianity was a fable; that
virtue was a cheat; that friendfhip and generofity
were but words of courfe; and, in greedily enjoying
their change of fortune, they funk themfelves beneath
the dignity of men. In avoiding {piritual pride, and
in retaliating felfithnefs, they departed from the effen-
tial principles of religion and morals ; and, by con-
trafting the langnage and the manners of hypocrify,
they fhamelefsly violated the laws of decency and de-
cornm.

Overjoyed at the return of their fovercign, the
whole royal party diffolved in thoughtlefs jollity ; and
even many of the republicans, particularly the younger:
clafs, and the women, were glad to be relieved from
the gloomy aufterity of the commonwealth. A ge-
neral relaxation of manners took plage. Pleafure be-
came the univer(al obje&, and love the prevailing tafte ;
but that love was rather an appetite than a paflion.
Beauty, unconneéted with virtue, was its objett: it
was therefore void of honour and attachment. In
confequence of fuch manners, female virtue, robbed of
its reward, became rather a mode of behaviour, to
inflame defire, or procure elevation, than a fentiment
or principle ; and, of courfe, fooner or later, was cither
facrificed to inclination or to caprice.

But
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But thefe obfervations, in their full extent, muft
only be underflood of the court. The greater part
of the gentry ftill refided on their eftates in the coun-
try, equally ftrangers to the pleafures of the court and
town ; and one half of the ifland was filled with indig-
nation at the vices of Whitehall. The ftage, which
generally takes its complexion from the court, was a
continued fcene of fenfuality, blafphemy, and abfurd-
ity.

}Tlxe free intercourfe, however, of all ranks of men,
from the king to the commoner, improved the talent
of fociety, and polifhed the language of converfation.
Gallantry, licentious as it was, produced a habit of
politenefs ; and from the irregular, and even impious
freedom of writing and thinking, fprung many ftrokes
of real genius, and a liberal {pirit of enquiry, whofe
refearches and experiments have benefited mankind,
and carried philofophy and the fciences to a height
that does honour to modern times.

The women of this reign, as may be expeted
from the talte of the men, were more folicitous about
adorning their perfons, than their minds. But the
frequent - intercourfe between the fexes in fome mea-
fure compenfated that negle@t. By fuch a commerce
they became more eafy, more free, more lively, and
more capable of converfation, than the women of any
preceding age. They had lefs learning, but more
accomplithments ; and, perhaps, more genius, They
wanted nothing but virtue to have made their me-
mories immortal ; and, notwithftanding the general
depravity, there were fome who trod the narrow path,
whofe tafte and fentiments were uncorrupted, and
whofe names fill live in their writings, and in the
verfes of their cotemporaries.

The reign of James IL. was too fhort to have any
dittiné& chara&er. It is only fingular for the blind
bigotry, and blinder difpofition of the prince, which

roufed
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roufed the minds of men from the delirium of pleas
fure, in which they had been loft, and brought about
the Revolution.

Under William III. the effeéts of that change were
vifible on the manners. The nation returned to what
may be called its natural ftate. An attention to juft
politics, to found philofophy and true religion, cha-
racterife the zra of Britifh liberty.

William himfelf was of a gloomy temper, and had
a diflike to the company of women. The intercourfe
of the fexes, and thofe amufements which are its con-
{equences, were therefore little countenanced during
his reign. By thefe means the ladies had more time
for the purfuits of learning and knowledge ; and they
made ufe of it accordingly. Many of them became
adepts in the fciences. Lady Matham, and Mary
Adftell, particularly, difcufled with judgment and abi-
lity the moft abftra& points in metaphyfics and divinity.

Thefe two ladies differed on a very delicate point.
Mary affirmed that we ought to love with defire God
only, every other love being finful. Lady Mafham
oppofed that do&trine as a dangerous refinement. Each
had her abettors. Mifs Aftell was fupported by Mr.
Norris, and Lady Mafham by Mr. Locke.—They
were both great advocates for the learning of women ;
and their arguments and example appear to have rouf-
ed many of the fex to a more ferious attention to reli-
gion and morality.

The reign of Queen Anne may be faid to have been
the fummer, of which Williams was only the fpring.
Every thing was ripened ; nothing was corrupted. It
was a fhort, but glorious period of heroifm and na-
tional capacity, of tafte and fcience, learning and ge-
nius, of gallantry without licentioufnefs, and polite-
nefs without effeminacy.

One is in doubt which moft to admire in the women
of this reign, the manners, the talents, or the accom-

plithments.



OF THE FAIR SEX. 157

plilhments. They were religious without feverity,
and without enthufiafm, They were learned without
pedantry. They were intelligent and attractive, with-
out negledting the duties of their fex.  They were
elegant and entertaining, withoutlevity. In a word, they
joined the graces of fociety to the knowledge of letters,
and the virtues of domeflic life. They were friends and
companions, without ceafing to be wives and mothers.

In fupport of the foregoing character of the Britith
ladies under the reign of Queen Anne, we need only
add the names of Lady Chudleigh, Lady Winchelfea,
the Honourable Mrs. Monk, Mrs. Bovey, and Stella.

Of thefe ladies, Mrs. Bovey is perhaps the leait
known, as fhe has left no writings, and had no poetical
lover to fpread her name. She is, however, very
handfomely complimented by Sir Richard Steele, in
the dedication of the fecond volume of the Ladies Li-
brary ; and Mis. Manley gives the following elegant
charaéer of her in Zhe New Atalantis ¢ ¢ Her perfon
¢ has as many charms as can be dofived.  Her air, her
¢ manner, her judgment, her wit, her converfation,
¢ are admirable. Her fenfe is folid and perfpicuous.
¢ She is fo perfe® an ceconomiit, that, in taking in
¢ all the greater duties of Lfe, fhe does not difdain to
¢ ftoop to the moft inferior. In fhort, fhe knows all
¢ that a man can know, without defpifing what, as a
¢ woman, fhe ought not to be ignorant of.”

Under George L. the manners of the nation were
fenfibly changed ; but not fo much as the national
{pirit. The South Sea fcheme, and other mercenary
projeéts, produced a paflion of avarice, and a tafte of
luxury, which prepared the way for all the corrup-
tions of the following reign.

The delirium of riches was beyond what the moft
extravagant imagination can conceive. Any fcheme,
however abfurd, met with encouragement, if it only
propofed fufficient advantages. All ranks and con-

3y ditions,
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ditione, "and even coomen, reforted to ’Change Alley,
with the looks of harpies ready to feize upon their
prevs but, in reality, the victims of their own cre-

ty and fordid paffions. The peers of the realm
became ftock-jobbers, and its minifters brokers.  Pub-
lic virtue was loft in the vifions of private benefit.
Eetters fell into contempt, though fupported by the
oreateft examples of fuccefsful genius. Love grew
covelous, and beauty venal.

There were, however, in this reign, many women
of liberal and elegant talents ; among the firft of whom
be ranked Lady Mary W. Montague, fo well
Iznown for her fpirited poems, and ingenious letters.

Under George II. the debafement of mind dif-
covered itfelf more fully in the manners. Corruption
became general.

The Revolution had reftrained the powers of the
prince within fuch narrow limits, that a coalition of
prties, or the abfolute fuperiority of one, was effen-
tial to carry the meafures of government ; and, as the
oppofition, or country party, began to gather ftrength,
the political machine was in danger of ftanding ftill
by counteraling forces. It was therefore neceffary
that there fhould be an afcendancy. It was likewife,
perhaps, neceflary that it fhould be on the fide of the
court.

At this crifis Sir Robert Walpole, an artful and
able minifter, a lover of peace, and an encourager of
commerce, found means to increafe the influence of
the crown, without enlarging the prerogative. But
he did it at the expence of the virtues of the people ;
and his example has been followed by all fucceeding
minifters. He took advantage of that {pirit of avarice
and luxury which he had foftered. The treafury was
let loofe at eleGtions. A majority was obtained of the
refufe of both parties; of men determined to fupport
the meafures of the court, in defiance of confcience,

honour,
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hononr, and honefty, and who were ouly formidable
by the number of their voices. Places and penfions
were multiplied to reward the mercenary tribe ; and
men of ability and integrity were deprived of thecir
employments, to make way for thofe who were deft-
tute of both.

When virtue and talents are no longer the means
of honour and preferment, they naturally difappear
in the public walks of life : they are only to be fonnd
in the folitary fhade. Charaéter ceafed to create dil-
tin&tion. The effe&t of fuch a want of fentiment may
eafily be conceived. Patriotifm became the common
objeét of ridicule ; and virtue and genius were made
the butt of ignorance, dulnefs and profligacy.

As the manners of the two fexes generally keep
pace with each other, in proportion as the men grew
regardlefs of charaGer, the women meglefted the duties
of their fex. Though little inclined to hoarding, they
are not perhaps lefs difpofed to avarice than men.
Gold to them is defirable, as the minifter of vanity,
voluptuoufnefs, and fhow. It became their fupreme
object, and the only fource of the matrimonial union,
to the exclufion of that tender fentiment, which alone
can give ftrength to the facred tie, or pleafure to the
nuptial ftate.  The young, the beautiful, the health-
ful, were wedded, though not always with their own
confent, to age, deformity, and difeafe. Virtue was
joined to profligacy, and wantonnefs to feverity.

Such marriages were neceflarily deftruive of do-
meftic felicity. The want of cordiality at home, na-
turally leads us abroad ; as the want of happinc(s n
ourfelves, leads us to feek it in externals, and to tor-
ture imagination for the gratification of appetites,
which, undepraved, are fimple and uniform. INecw
amufements and focicties of pleafure were every day
formed ; new modes of diffipation were invented; the
order of nature was changed ; night and day were in-

verted ;
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verted ; fancy and language were exhaufted for names
to the affemblies of politenefs and gallantry.

Nothing is fo oppreflive zs time to the ynhappy, or
thought to the vacant mind. Thefe were not all enough.
:[‘hey feemed afraid of themfelves, and of each other.
The hufband had one fet of vifiters 3 the wife another.
H.e profecuted his pleafures abroad : fhe entertained her
friends at home; or reforted to. fome public amufe-
ment, or private pleafure.

f'k fpirit of gaming, which mingled itfelf with diffi-
pation and pleafure, afforded a pretence for no&urnal
meetings. And gaming, it muft be acknowledged,
difcovers the temper, rufiles the paflions, corrupts the
hcart, and breaks down the ftrongeft barrier of virtue—
a decent referve between the fexes.

At prefent, we prefume, that, notwithftanding the
relaxation of manners, the averfion to whatever is fe-
rious, the thirlt of admiration, and the neglet of thofe
qualities which produce efteem, fo confpicuous in fome ;
yet the generahty of our fzir countrywomen poflefs
the domeftic virtues in a confiderable degree of per-
feGion. Infidelity is not fo common as fome /idertines
would endeavour to' perfuade us; and elopements are

{ftronger proofs of fenfibility than the want of fhame.

In this ifland, and even in the metropolis, there are
many women who would have done honour to any age
or country ; who join a refined tafte and a cultivated
underftanding to a fecling heart, and who adorn their

_ talents and their fenfibility with fentiments of virtue,

honour, and hnmanity. We have women who could
have reafoned with Locke, who might have difputed
the laurel with Pop¢, and to whom Addifon would
have Iiftened with pleafure.

Even in the middle of opulence, and of that luxury
which too often mingles avarice with ftate, which nar-
rows the heart, and makes it at the fame time vain and
cruel, we fee women who yewly fet apart a pom'o:; gf

their
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their fubftance for the poor; who make it their bufi-
nefs to find out the abodes of mifery, and who number
among their pleafure the relief of the orphan and the
tears thed in the confolation of the widow.

G HL AR R LN

ON THE PRIVILEGES OF BRITISH WOMEN,

HOUGH the French and Italians are fuperior

to the inhabitants of Great Britain in politenefs
and in elegance, yet the condition of their women,
upon the the whole, is not preferable.  Such privileges
and immunities as they derive from the influence of
politenefs, the Britifh derive from the laws of their
country.

In France, the .Salique law does not allow =2
female to inherit the crown. But in England, a wo-
man may be the firft perfonage in the kingdom, may
fucceed to the crown in her own right, and in that
«cale, not bound by any of the laws which reftrain
woman, fhe may enjoy the fame powers and privileges
as a king. Such a queen, if the marry, retains alfo
the fame power, iffues the orders, and tranfa&s the bu-
finels of the ftate in her own name, and continues @ill
the fovereign, while her hufband is only a fubjecl.

When a king fucceeds in his own right to the
crown, and marries, his queen is then only a fubje@,
and her rights and privileges are not near fo extenfive.
She is exempted, however, from the general laws,
which exclude niarried women from having any pre-
perty in their own right.  She may {ue any perfon at
law, without joining her hufband in the fuit; fhe

2 may
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may purchafe lands; fhe may fell and convey them
to another perfon, without the interference of her huf-
band ; fhe may have a {eparate property in goods and
in lands, and may difpofe of thefe by will, as if the
were a fingle woman. On the commiffion of any
crime, however, fhe may be tried and punifhed by the
peers of the rcalm.

To violate the chaftity of the queen, of the confort
of the prince of Wales, or of the eldeft daughter of
the king, although with their own confent, is high
treafon, and punifhable accordingly. The younger
dazghters, as well as fons of the king, are hardly other-
wife diftingnifhed by the laws, than by having the pre-
cedency of all other fubje&s in public ceremonies.

A peerefs, when guilty of any crime, cannot be
tried but by the houfe of peers.

A woman, who is noble in her own right, caanot
lofe her nobility by marrying the meaneft plebeian.
She communicates her nobility to her children, but not
to her hufband.

She who is only ennobled by marrying a peer,
lofes that nobility, if the afterwards marry a commoner.

She who firft marries a duke or other peer of a fu-
perior order, and afterwards a fimple baron, is flill al-
lowed to retain her firft title, and the privileges annexed
to it ; for the law confiders all peers as equals.

By the couttefy of this country, the wives of baro-
nets are called ladies, a title fuperior to that of their
hufbands, but at the fame time a title to which they
have no legal right, being in all judicial writs and pro-
ceedings only denominated Dame f{uch-a-one, accord-
ing to the names of their hufbands.

The law of England ordains, that if a man courts a
woman, promifesto marry her, and afterwards marries
another, fhe may, by bringing an aétion againft him,
recover fuch damages, as a jury fhall think adequate to
the lofs fhe has fuftained. InScotland, fhe may receive

one
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one half of the fortune he receives with his wife. On
the other hand, as it fometimes happens that artful
women draw on the more fond and filly part of our fex
to make them valuable prefents under pretence of mar-
riage, and afterwards laugh at or refufe to ma
them ;—a man, who has been fo bubbled, may fue
the woman to return the prefents he made her, becaufe
they were prefumed to have been conditionally given,
and fhe has failed in performing her part of the con-
dition.

Wives cannot be imprifoned for debt, nor deprived
of their perfonal liberty for any thing but crimes ; and
even fuch of thefe as {ubjeét the offender only to a pecu-
niary punifhment muft be expiated by the hufband.

No married woman is liable to pay any debt, even
though contradted without the knowledge, or againft
the confent, of her hufband. And, what is ftill more
extraordinary, whatever debts fhe may have contra&ted
while fingle, devolve, the moment of her marriage,
upon the haplefs fpoufe, who, like the {cape-goat, is
loaded by the prieft who performs the ceremony with
all the fins and extravagances of his wife.

It is a common opinion among the vulgar, that a
general warning in the Gazette, or in a news paper,
will exempt a man from the payment of fuch debts
as are coutratted by his wife without his knowledge.
But this opinion is without any good foundation. Par-
ticular warnings, however, given in writing, have been
held as good exemptions.  But fuch are of little advan-
tage to a hufband, as his wife may always find people
to give her credit, whom the hufband has not cautioned
aganft it.

When a hufband forces his wife to leave him by
cruel ufage, fhe may claim a feparate maintenance ;
While fhe enjoys this, he is not liable to pay any of
her debts. '

I
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If a hufband, confcious of having ufed his wife ill,
will not allow her to go out of his houfe, or carries
her away, or keeps her concealed, in order to prevent
her endeavouring to find vedrefs of the evils that
fhe fuffers, her friends may, in that cafe, by applying to
the court of King’s Bench, obtain an order for the huf-
band to produce his wife before the faid court : and if
fhe there {wears the peace againit him, {he delivers her-
{elf from his jurifdiGtion, and he cannot compel her to
live with him, but the court will grant her an order to
live were fhe pleafes.

Among the Romans, among feveral other ancient
nations, and among fome people in the prefent times,
it is not deemed culpable for a hufband to kill the man
whom he furprifes committing adultery with his wife.
By the laws of England, he who kills fuch a man is
reckoned guilty of manflaughter; but, in confequence of
the great provocation given, the court commonly or-
ders the fentence of burning on the hand to be infliét-
ed in the {lightelt manner.

A huiband is not allowed to leave his wife, without
thewing fufficient caufe. Tor if he does fo, fthe may
enter a [uit againft him for the reflitution of the rights
of marriage ; and the {piritual court will compel him
to return, to live with her, and to reflore them.

A hufband cannot devife by his will fuch of his wife’s
ornaments and jewels as fhe is accuftomed to wear ;
though it has been held that he may, if he pleafes, dif-
pofe of themin his lifetime.

A hufband is liable to anfwer all fuch a&ions at law
as were attached againft his wife at the time of their
arriage, and alfo to pay all the debts fhe had contra@-
ed previous to that period.  But if his wife fhall liap-
pen to die before he has made payment of {uch debts,
the compa& which made them one flefh, and blended
their interefts into one, being diffolved, the hufband is
thereby abfolved from paying her antenuptial debts.

Thongh

ok
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Fhough a woman marries the meaneft plebeian, fhe
does not lofe the rank which fhe derived from her birth.
But though fhe be defcended of the lowelt of the hu-
man race herfelf, fhe may by marriage be raifed, in
this country, to any rank beneath the fovereignty.

No woman can by marriage confer a fettlement in
any parith on her hufband. But every man who has a
legal fettlement him[clf, confers the fame fettlement by
marriage on his wife.

It is no uncommon thing, in the prefent times, for
the matrimonial bargain to be made fo, as that the wife
fhall retain the fole and abfolute power of enjoying and
difpofing of her own fortune, in the fame manner as if
fhe were not married.  But what is more inequitable,
the hufband is liable to pay all the debts which his wife
may think proper to burden him with, even though fhe
have abundance of her own to anfwer that purpofe.
He is alfo obliged to maintain her, though her cir-
cumftances be more opulent than his; and if he die
before her, fhe has a right to one third of his real eftate.
If, however, fhe die before him, he is not entitled to
the value of one fingle halfpenny, unlefs the has devif-
ed it to him by will.

One of the moft peculiar difadvantages in the con-
dition of Britifh women is, their being poftponed to
all males in the fucceffion to the inheritance of landed
cltates, and generally allowed much fmaller fhares than
the men even of the money and effedts of their fathers
and anceftors, when this money or thofe effe&s are gi-
ven them in the lifetime of their parents, or devifed to
them by will. If the father, indeed, dies intefate,
they fhare equally with fons in all perfonal property.

When an eftate, in default of male heirs, defcends
to the daughters, the common cuftom of England is
that the eldeft fhall not, in the fame manner as an eldeft
fon, inherit the whole, but all the daughters fhall have
an equal fhare init.  Wetmoreland, however, and fome

other
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other places, are exceptions to this general rule.  The
eldeft daughter, there, fucceeds to the whole of the
land, in preference to all the other fifters.

Women are not allowed to be members of our {enate,
nor to concern themfelves much with our trades and
profeflions. © Both in their virgin and married ftate, a
perpetual guardianfhip is, in {ome meafure, exercifed
over them : and fhe who, having laid a hufband in the
grave, enjoys an independent fortune, is almoft the only
woman among us, who can be called entirely free.
They derive the greater part of the power which they
enjoy, from their charms; and thefe, when joined to
{enfibility, often fully compenfate, in this refpeét, for
the little difadvantages they are laid under by law an
cuftom, ‘

SCrH A PIXLV.

ON FEMALE KNOWLEDGE.

CIENCE is to the mind what light is to the ‘bo-

dy ; and ablind is jult fo much lefs fhocking than

an ignorant woman, as her mental are fuperior to her
corporeal powers.

This {pecies of accomplifhment has been ridiculed,
as raifing the fex above that {phere where nature feems
to have fixed their movements, Such is the paradox
which has occafioned fo much illiberality and farcafm,
2nd on which every woman of more knowledge than
ordinary has been {o often reprefented as a pedant.

Learning, it is al{o faid, would improve women’s ta-
lents of addrefs, and only make them worfe by ren-
dering them more artful.  This is likewife an idea which

no
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no man, who enjoys the converfation and friendfhip of
modeft and good women, ever indulged. Wl.noever
has the lealt regard for decency and truth, and is not
deftitute of all relith for the happinefs which fprings
from the chafte fenfibilities of an unpolluted heart,
muft own he has fuffered much more from the felfifh-
nefs and cunning of men than from any bad qualities in
women. Indeed, the prefent fituation of both, in this
country. renders it impoflible to be otherwife. The
mafculine charater is peculiarly obnoxious to the petri-
fying influence of vulgar opinion. Our young men
are E)on intoxicated with the fallacious maxims either
of the gay or the bufy world ; and both extremes are
equally pernicious to focial excellence. Ideas of the
meaneft and moft fordid tendency abforb" their minds
at avery early period, which often render them ever
after callous to the workings of humanity. With a
ftrong predilection for wealth, independence or liber-
tinifm, they cheerfully proftitute all the powers of their
minds and all the feelings of their hearts, in acquiring
one or all of thefe objects. This unavoidably plunges
them into all the machinations of pride, all the in-
trigues of gallantry, all the intricacies, rifques, and
vicifitudes of bufinefs.  Sentiment confequently lofes
its weight, and fenfibility its edge. Intereft triumphs
in the abfence of principle, and nature relinquithes her
dominion to art.

The molt engaging difpofitions of the female mind
feldom undergo fuch a total revolution. If we except
a few of the moft perverfe and unrelenting tempers,
women, who are not flagrantly vicious, have feldom
bad hearts. Their attachments, which conftitute the
moft comfortable circumftance in domeftic life, when
innocent and undiffembled, are more lafting and fer-
vent than ours.

Let no ribaldry, therefore, however plaufible and
fullacious, divert the attention of females from intel-

leGtual
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leGual improvement. In youth, all the powers of
fenfual or pleafurable enjoyments are nature, and de-
cline only as the paffions cool. Then let the fair fur-
nifh themfelves with a ftock of other and more dura
ble materials, that they may live with fatisfaction,
when thefe are no more.

It is when her fibres, and juices, and falts are tender
and genial, that the earth receives her feed, that the
laws of vegetation operate, and that all thofe plants
take root and {pring, which afterwards fill her bofom
with plenty, and her face with beauty. Nor is there
one barren or blighted fpot, or any part of her furface
more perfe@ly black and difmal, than a mind involved
in ignorance, or benumbed with infenfibility.

In the feafon of youth, therefore, ladies fhould
make it their ftudy to cultivate their minds in fuch a
manner, as to render their intrinfic value as fubflantial,
as they wifh their exterior to be amiable. Knowledge
improves the human intelle&, and endows it with all its
excellence. It ummafks to our view our own natures.
It fthews us what we are, and difclofes all that can be
hoped or dreaded from the circumftances we arein. By
the regulations it prefcribes, and the delicacy it in-
fpires, knowledge improves our tafte for fociety,
and imparts a finer relifh to all our mutual attachments.
It is the infeparable handmaid of happinefs ; opens a
thoufand avenues to indulgence of the pureft and moit
exalted kind ; unlocks to human view the myfteries of
Providence ; creates a heaven on earth ; adds to the
joys of the prefent the hopes of futurity ; and when
the objeéls of this world expire on the fenfes, fills the
whole heart with the glorious and animating profpects
of another.

Without knowledge the pofleflions of time were
imperfect, and the prefages of cternity unfatisfying.
Speak, ye who are old and uninformed, do not a.ll
things appear infipid ? Your paffions have loft ti}_lelr

| ire,
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fire, your feelings their edge, your very fenfes the na-
tural relith of their refpective obje&ts. Worfe, not
better, for all you have feen and heard, in the various
ftages of life, your every thought muft be as infipid to
others, as it is to yourfelves. And, of all the empty
prattle which fills an empty world, that of fecond
childhood, becaufe leaft natural and innocent, is moft
tirefome and impertinent.  Yet, under a- hoary head,
the facred and venerable emblem of wifdom and expe-
rience, how frequently do we meet with nothing but
ftupidity, puerility, infignificance, a mind continually
out of humour, and a tongue that never is at reft !

Women can never arrive at that importance feeming-
ly defigned them by nature, while their genius is not
cultivated, and their latent qualities called forth into
view. Vifible qualitics, fuch as beauty, and the ast
of fhewing it to advantage, may, in thofe moments
when the heart is foftened by love, or the fpirits ,glcvat-
ed by wine, give the women a temporary afcendancy
over the men, and enable them to bend them at plea-
fure ; as in the cafe’ of Thais and Alexander. Such
an alcendancy, however, is commonly fleeting and tranfi-
ent.  Cool reafon foon refumes the place which paflion
had ufurped ; and the empire, which had been built on
paflion, tumbles lide the bafelefs fubric of @ wifion ; while
that which is fupported by mental leautics, ftands the
teft of time, and the various incidents of life.

The fum of all human prudence is to provide againft
the worft.  Perfonal beauty foon dies; but that which
is intelletual is immortal. ~And though age be almoft
every where attended with gray hairs, fhattered tecth,
dim eyes, trembling joints, fhort breath, ftiff limbs,
and a fhrivelled fkin—there is a charm in wifdom, which,
with all thefe melancholy circumftances, diffufes a
pleafing ferenity over the evening of our days. In-
deed, nothing is fo truly refpectable at this period of
humanity, when dignified, as it ought to be, by all

the
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the habits and pri

les of genuine benignity and ho-

nowr.  Apeist cm combined with experience.
It is the very 11,“.» or {fum of all earthly perfe&ion.
Itisane *.,n‘nm, or earneft, of that future and divine
fivition, which is the certain confequence, and happy
cenfummation, of all mental and moral éxcellence.
Thus it 15 from knowledge alone, that the greateft
nd the beft have found even folitude and retirement fo
‘wularly charming, and that the decline of life, with
=1l its infirmities, fo frequently glides away amidft the
{weeteft endearments and the fereneft hopes. It is this
which conftitutes the only real and lafting diftin¢tion,
vzhich can {ubfift between mortals of the fame fpecies ;
which neither rank, nor title, nor fortune, however
bigh or fplendid, can deftroy or confer ; and which,
on every emergency, gives an obvious and decided i
periority to wealth, or power, or grandeur. By know-
udge, women, as well as men, fhare the prerogative
of intelligence, hold the dominion of the world, boaft
the lincaments of divinity, and afpire to an imitation
of him who made them !

@
.

€HAP. XLVL

OF FCMALE CULTURE AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS, IN
DIFFERENT AGES.

MONG the Greeks, their mothers, or other fe-

14 male relations, taught young ladies the common
female employments and cuftoms of their country, and
inttilled into the minds of {uch as would receive it, a
tinQure of that ftoical pride and heroifm, for which
their men were fo much renowned. In every thing
elle
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elie they were very deficient, and their conftant con-
finement added want of knowledge of the world to th:ir
want of education.

In the earlier periods of the great republic of Rome,
the Romans being poor, and furrounded with yude and
ferocious neighbours like themfelves, were obliged to
learn rigid cconomy, inflexible patriotiim, and the
art of war. 'Thefe are all virtues of neceffity in the
infancy of almoft cvery ftate,

The duties and employments of domeftic life, fuch
as cookery, {pinning, weaving, and fewing, were
taught the Roman women by their mothers or rela-
tions. Thefe alfo fuperintended not only their {erious
findics, but even their amufements, which were al-
ways conducted with decency and moderation. But
when the Romans became rich with the plunder of
their neighbours, the tafte for the arts and {ciences
became more general. The education of the womsan,
therefore, began to be extended on a larger fcale. To
the domeltic duties, taught them by their mothers,
were added fuch parts of polite education as were
thought neceflary for cultivating their minds. ;

Cicero mentions, with high encomiums, feveral
ladies, whofe tafte in eloquence and philofophy did
honour to their fex ; and Quin&ilian, with confiderable
applaufe, has quoted fome of the letters of Cornclia.

There is a {peech of Hortenfia, preferved by Ap-
pian, which for elegance of language, and jultnefs of
thought, would have done honour to a Cicero, or a
Demofthenes. What gave occafion to this fpeech,
was the following circumftance: the triumvirs of
Rome wanted a large fam of money for carrying on a
war, and having met with great difficulties in raifiag:
it, they drew up a lit of fourteen hundred of the rich.
eft of the ladies, intending to tax them. Thefe ladics,
after having in vain tried every method to evade fo
great an innovation: at lalt chofe Flortenfia for their

fpeaker,
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fpeaker, and went along with her to the market-
place, were fhe thus addreffed the triumvirs, while
they were adminiftering juftice.

“ The unhappy women you fee here imploring
your juftice and bounty, would never have prefumed
to appear in this place, had they not firft made ufe of
all other means, which their natural modefty could
fuggeft to them. Though our appearing may fcem
contrary to the rules of decency prefcribed to our /fex,
which we have hitherto obferved with all ftri€tnefs 5
yet the lofs of our fathers, children, brothers, and huf-
bands, may fufficiently excufe us, efpecially when their
unhappy deaths are made a pretence for our further
misfortunes.  You pretend they had offended and
provoked you. DBut what injury have we women
done, that we muft be impoverifhed ? If we are blame-
2ble as the men, why do you not proferibe us too?
Have we declared you enemies to your country ? Have
we fuborned your foldiers, raifed troops againft you,
or oppofed you in the purfuits of thofe honours and
offices which you claim ? We pretend not to govern
the republic ; nor is it our ambition, which has drawn
the prefent misfortunes on our heads. Empire, dig-
dtics, and honours are not for zs. Why fhould we
taen contribute to a war, in which we have no manner
of interefl 2

¢ It is true, indeed, that in the Carthaginian war,
our mcthers affifted the republic, which was, at that
time, reduced to the utmoft diftrefs. But neither
their houfes, their lands, nor their moveables, were
fold for that fervice. Some rings and a few jewe's
furnifhed the fupply. Nor was it conftraint, nor vio-
lence, that forced thefe from them. What they con-
tributed was the voluntary offering of generofity.

¢ What danger at prefent threatens Rome ? If the
Gauls, or Parthians, were encamped on the banks of
the Tiber, or the Anio, you fhould find us no lefs zea-

lous

I
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lous in the defence of our country, than our mothers
were before us. But it becomes not us; and we are
refolved that we will not be any way concerned in
civil war.

¢ Neither rius, nor Cazfar nor Pompey, ever
thought of olming us to take part in the domeftic
troubles, which their ambition had raifed. Even
Sylla himfelf, who firft fet up tyranny in. Rome, never
harboured fuch an intention. And yet you affume the
glorious title of Reformers of the State! a title which
will turn to your eternal infamy ; if, without the leaft
regard to the laws of equity, you perfitt in your wick-
ed refolution of plundering thofe of their lives and for-
tunes, who have given you no juft caufe of offence.”

The triumvirs being offended at the boldnefs of the
women, ordered them to be driven away. But the
populace growing tumultuous, they were afraid of an
wfurreCtion, and reduced the lift of the women to be
taxed to four hundred.

During the reign of chivalry in Europe, women
endeavoured only to acquire fuch accomplithments
as would excite heroes to tight for, and lovers to adore
them. So far were they from pofleffing any literary
attainments, that they could bardly read the language
of their refpective countries.

In the following age, the ladies found that the fame
arts which captivated a knight clad in armour and
ignorance, were in vain practifed upon the enlight-
cucd [cholar and philofopher. Being confcious, there-
fore, that the way to pleafe the men was to feem fond
of what they approved of, and diflike what they dif-
liked, they applied themfelves to letters and philo-
fophy, hoping to keep poffeflion, by their talents, of
what they had gained by their charms. Though thefe
mealures were not calculated to mfpire love, and attra&t
the heart, and confequently did not produce the effc s

Q 2 which
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which the ladies intended, yet they raifed them in that
period toa p. ch of learning, unknown in any other.

A Tove of gaiety, expence, and parade, was intro-
duced into Europe, by the immenfe treafurés of gold
and filver i dipot ted from America, after the difcovery
3nd conqueft of that country; and, perhaps, by the
fll greater riches acmmuuucd by commerce. The
French took the lead in this new mode of life, and
foon diffeminated it all over Europe. The education
of their women, which before confifted in reading
their own language, and in learning needle-work, was by
degrees changed to vocal and inftrumental mufic,
dancing, and drefling in the moft fafhionable manner ;
to which may be added, the art of captivating and
«oxerumg their men.  This flimfy pattern was copied
by every other nation.

In Afia and Africa, it is the intereft of the men
that alncft no culture fhould be beftowed on the
minds of their females, left it fhould teach them to
affert their rights of nature, and refufe to fubmit to the
voke of bondage fo unjuftly impofed upon them.
They are, however, taught all the perfonal graces;
and particular care is taken to inftruét them in the
art of converfing with elegance and vivacity. Some
of them are alfo taught to write, and the generality
to read, that they may be able to read the Koran.
But, inftead of this, they more frequently fpend their
time in reading tales and romances 3 which, being re-
iated in all the lively imagery of the eaft, {cldom fail
to corrupt the minds of creatures fhut uvp from the
world, and cenfequently forming to themfelves extra-
~agant and romantic notions of all that is tranfaCted
an it.

Though they are never permitted to attend public
worfhip in a mchu(’ they are obliged to Jearn by heart
1iome prayers in Arabic, which they affemble in a hall

t cerrain hours to repeat.  They are enjoined always

o
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xo wafh themfelves before praying; and, indeed, the
virtues of cleanlinefs, of chaftity, and obedience, are
fo ftrongly and conftantly inculcated on their minds,
that, in fpite of their general corruption of manners,
there are feveral among them who, in their common de-
portment, do credit to the inftruétions beftowed upon
them. This indeed is not much to be wondered at,
when we confider the tempting recompence that is held
out to them. They are, in paradife, to flourith for
ever, in the vigour of youth and beauty; and how-
ever old, ugly, or deformed, when they  depart this
life, are there to be immediately transformed into all
that is fair, and all that is graceful.

It is a very laborious tafk to learn to read or write the
Chinefe language. Even among the men, it feems chiefly
confined to fuch as afpire after employments of ftate.
Women are feldom much inftruéted in it.  Such as are
rich, however, learn mufic, the modes of behaviour,
and ceremonial punétilios of the country. The laft of
thefe cannot poffibly be difpenfed with. A failure in
the leaft circumftance, as the number of bows, or the
manner of making them, to a fuperior, would infal-
libly ftamp the mark of ignorance on the perfon fo fail-
ing. Women are, in general, alfo taught a bafhful-
nefs and modefty of behaviour, not te be met with in
any other country.

Tn many parts of North-America, they never beat
their children of either fex. This, they fay, would
only weaken and difpirit their minds, without produc-
ing any good effe@. When, therefore, a mother fees
her daughter behave ill, inftead of having recourfe to
arod, fhe falls a-crying. The daughter naturally en-
quires the caufe. The mother anfwers, becaufe you
difgrace me. This reproach {feldom fails to produce
an amendment.

Gentle treatment of children, we are informed, is
@blolutely neceflary. The punifhments inflicted in

moft
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moft other nations, only make the Japanefe more ftub=
born and refraftory ; and fometimes there, as well as
in America, provoke them to commit fuicide.

The fum of what has been faid is this :—The edu-
cation of women in Europe is perhaps too much cal-
culated to infpire them with love of admiration, of
trifling, and of amufement. In moft other places of
the globe it is infinitely worfe. It tends to eradicate
every moral fentiment, and introduce vice drefled up
in the garb of voluptuous refinement.

That women fhould pore out their fair eyes in be-
coming adepts in learning, would be highly improper.
Nature feems not to have intended them for the more
intenfe and fevere ftudies. The gaining of the lau-
rels of literary fame would rob their brows of many of
thofe charms, which to them aye more valuable, as they
are by men more efteemed. Ignorance makes a female
contemptible, pedantry makes her ridiculous. Both
extremes fhould be avoided.

C H AP XLVIL

ON THE NECESSARY MENTAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS
OF LADIES.

HE degree of thofe intclle€tual accomplihments,

which women fhould aim at, it is not cafy to
determine. ‘That muft depend on the capacities, op-
portunities, and encouragements which they {everally
enjoy.

Jf}'_iﬂory, in which may be included biography and
memeoirs, ought to employ a confiderable fhare of fe-
male attention. Thofe pictures which it exhibits, of

the
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the paffions operating in real life, and genuine cha-
racters ; of virtues to be imitated, and of vices to be
fhunned ; of the effects of both on fociety and indivi-
duals ; of the mutability of human affairs; of the
condu& of divine providence; of the great confe-
quences that often arife from little events; of the
weaknefs of power, and the wanderings of prudence,
in the human race ; with the fudden, unexpected, and
frequently unaccountable revolutions, that dath trium-
phant wickednefs, or difappoint prefumptuous hope—
the piftures which Aiffory exhibits of all thefe, have
been ever reckoned, by the beft judges, among the
richeft fources of inftruétion and entertainment.

Voyages and travels, too, are very inftruétive and
entertaining. How amufing are they to the curiofity,
how enlarging to our profpeéts of mankind! They
intereft the mind as much as a novel. They make
it ufefully inquifitive, and furnith it with matter for
refletion.

There is not a fon nor daughter of Adam that has
not occafion for geography. It is often ufeful in con-
verfation ; and a competent knowledge of it may be
acquired with little application, but much amufement,

The principal fafts or great outlines of affronomy,
" are beautiful, as well as improving. Some of them
prefent the moft interefting fcenes. All contain the
moft pleafing difcoveries. ~They open’ and enlarge
the mind; they dilate and humanize the heart ; they
remind us that we are citizens of the univerfe ; they
fhew us how fmall a part we fill in the immenfe orb of
being. Amidft the amplitude of fuch contemplations,
{uperfluous titles fhrink away. Wealth and grandeur
“ hide their diminifhed heads.” A generous ambition
rifes in the thoughtful mind, to approve itfelf to the
all-infpeting eye of Aim, to whom none of his works
are indifferent.

In
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In poetry of all kinds, but chiefly of the fublimer
forms, where nature, virtue, and religion are painted
and embellithed with all the beauties ofa chafte, yet
elevated imagination, what a field is opened within
the reach, and adapted to the turn of the female fa-
culties! - What a profufion of intelleCtual ornament
is {pread before them, for memory to colle&, and for
refleCtion to work upon! How many {prightly, de«
ightful, andlofty ideas do here pafs before the mental
eye, all drefled in the brighteft colours ! How firange-
ly inexcufable muft thofe be, who complain at any
time of want of amufement, when the genius and
invention of every illuminated age have taken fuch
happy pains to fupply the nobleft.

!;—Iow much are both fexes indebted to the elegant
pens of the Spectator, Rambler, Adventurer, Conneiffenr,
ddler, &c. for a {pecics of infirultion, better fitted
perbaps than moft others of human device, to delight
and improve at the fame moment ! ~ Such is its extent,
its diverfity, its familiarity, its eafe, its playful man-
ner, its immediate reference to fcenes and eircum-
#tances, with which we are every day converfant.

There are few novels that can be read with fafety ;
and fewer ftill that convey any ufeful inftru@ion. But
as ladies wi// read novels, the beft and moft innocent
produétions of this kind are thofe of Mr. Richardfon,
Myr. Cumberland, and Mifs Burney; Mrs. Helme’s
Louifa, and Mifs Blower’s Features from Life: the
Recefs, Caroline of Lichifield, the Vicar of Wakefield,
and a few others.

The moft obvious branches both of natural philo-
Jfophy, and watural biffory, fhould engage, at leaft,
jome portion of time. 'That they are fo feldom and
fo Dightly thought of, 1s rather a melancholy refleCtion.
Does creation, through her infinitely extended and
infinitely diverfified fcenery, difplay innumerable won-
ders? - Have thefe been traced with f{kill and accu-

racy
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racy by many learned and many laborious hands ? Are
they laid open to us, and almoft prefled upon us, from
every quarter? And can we, with a giddy eye, turn
away from this noble and entertaining fpe&ﬂclg,.to
gaze on the meaneft ornament of beauty, or the fillieft

pageant of vanity ? ;
Whillt T am on this fubje&, I cannot help taking
notice of Mr. Dinwiddie’s fuperior talents, and lau-
dable exertions in this branch of {cience ; who, at his
lecture-room in Portugal-Street, Lincolns-Inn-Fields,
blends the moft ingenious remarks with the moft ufe-
ful and entertaining experiments, to a genteel, atten-
tive, and often aftonifbed audience of both fexes.

Where can any evening be fpent to better purpofe ?
The French and Italian, as well as the Latin and
Greek languages, may be read by the fair fex with
much pleafure and advantage. By this means their
talte will be improved, and a never-failing fource of
inftrution will be opened.  Several ladies of rank and
Jafbion, of the prefent day, make Virgil and Homer

their companions, two or three mornings every week.
The theatre, which by the indcfatigable labour of
the late Mr. Garrick is brought to very great per-
fection, affords an equally rational and improving en-
tertainment. The judgment of ladics is not now
called in queftion, their underftandine is not affronted,
nor is their modelty offended, by the indecent ribaldry
of thofe authors, who to their defe& in wit have
added the want of good fenfe and of good manners.
Faults of this kind, that, from a blameable compli-
ance with a corrupted tafte, have fometimes crept into
the works of good writers, are now generally rei-
fied or omitted on the ftage.  Since, however, there
are fome exceptionable plays, it is better to be prefent
only at thofe, which are approved by perfons of under-
Rtanding and virtue, as calculated to anfwer the proper
end
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end of the theatre, namely, that of conveying in-
ftruétion in the moft pleafing method.

Tragedy is defigned to ennoble, refine, and expand
the beft affe@ions of the heart, to render our natures
fufceptible and {fympathetic, and to teach by example
the moft interefting leffons of humanity.

Comedy has a tendancy to familiarize the duétile
minds of young ladies to what may be called the ele-
gant and fafhionable minutiz of life. The beft defi-
nition of this fpecies of the drama perbaps is, that,
when properly executed, it confifts in a juft exhibition
of the trueft politenefs, not extratted from the dull
prefcriptions of formal pedagogues, but as daily prac-
tifed by the genteeleft company.

One half hour, or more, either before or immedi-
ately after breakfaft, fhould be conftantly devoted to
the attentive perufal of fome part of Holy Writ. Itis
the bafis on which our religion is founded. From this
pradtice more real benefit will be reaped, than can
be fuppofed by thofe who have never made the expe-
riment.,

The {criptures prefent religion to us in the molt
engaging drefs. They communicate truths, which
philofophy could never inveftigate, and in a ftyle,
which poetry can never equal. Calculated alike to
profit and to pleafe, they inform the underftanding,
elevate the affettions, and entertain the imagination.
Indited under the influence of Him, to whom all
hearts are known, and all events foreknown, they fuit
mankind in all fituations, grateful as the manna that
decended from above, and conformed itfelf to every
palate.

The faireft productions of human wit, after a few
perufals, like gathered flowers, wither in our hands,
and lofe their fragrance. But the feriptures, thofe
unfading plants of paradife, the more we are accuftom-
ed to them, become flill more and more beautiful.

Their



OF THE FAIR SEX. 181

. Their bloom appears to be daily heightened.  Frefh
odours are diffufed, and new {weets extracted from
them.

The feriptures have been ftudied and admired by
the greateft and belt of men, as well as women. What-
ever inftruGtion or amufement may be derived from
human compofitions, let it always be remerbered,
that the facred writings alone contain that wildom,
¢¢ which maketh wife unto falvation.”

Controverfy on religious fubjeéts fhould never be
meddled with. Such books only ought to be read as
are addreffed to the heart, infpire pious and devout af-
fe&ions, and tend to regulate the conduct.

SR e e e e e e

G A P. . XLVIIL
ON THE MONASTIC LIFE.

THE venerable Bede has given us a very flriking
picture of monaftic enormitics, in his epiftle to
Ecgbert. From this we learn, that many young men,
who had no title to the momaftic profeffion, got pof-
fellion of monafteries ; where, inftead of engaging in
the (}cfence of their country, as their age and rank
required, they indulged themfelves in the moft diffolute
indolence. .

We learn from Dugdale, that, in the reign of Henry
the Second, the nuns of Amfbury abbey in Wiltfhire
were expelled from that religious houfe, on account of
their incontinence.  And, to exhibit in the moft lively
colours .the total corruption of monaftic chaftity, bithop
Burnet informs us, in his Hiflory of the Reformation,
that when the nunneries were vifited by the ‘command

of
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of Hemy the Eighth, ¢« whole houfes almoflt were
% found, whofe vows had been made in vain.”

‘ mfider to what opprefiive indelence, to
f wmt(.hgdneta Anu gudt, the young
its of the cloifter were frequently be-
ht to admire thofe benevolent authors,
\ tide of religious prejudice ran very
ftrong in favour of monaftic virginity, had fpirit enough
to oppofe the torrent, and to caution the devout and
tender fex againt fo dangerous a profeffion. It is in
tiis point of view that the charatter of Erafmus ap-
“ars with the moft amiable luftre ; and his name ought
» be etc,mily dear fo the female world in particular.
sugh his fludies and conflitution led him almott to
7€ thofe cloguent fathers of the church, who have
ma;mified thiskind of life, his good fenfe, and his ac-
curate {furvey of the human race, enabled him to judge
of the mifery in which female youth was continually
involved by a precipitate choice of theveil. He knew
the fucceflsful arts by which the fubtle and rapacious
manks inveigled young women of opulent families into
the cloifter ; and he exerted his lively and delicate wit
in oppofition to fo pernicious an evil.

The writings of many eminent authors have been
Jevelled '\gamﬁ the abufes of the monaftic life. But
feveral of thefe, like the noted work of the humocur-
sus Rabelais, appear to have flowed from a fpirit as
wanton and licentious, as ever lurked in a convent. It
is not thus with Erafmus. His produétions are writ-
ten with admirable pleafantry, and feem to have been
dic¢tated by a chafle and angelic defire to promote the
felicity of the fair fex.

In thofe nations of Europe where nunneries ftill
exift, how many lovely vi€tims are continually facri-
ficed to the avarice or abfurd ambition of inhuman pa-
rents ! The mifery of thefe viétims has been painted

with great force by fome benevolent writérs of France.
In
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Tn moft of thofe pathetic hiltories that are founded
on the abufe of convents, the mifery originates from
the parent, and falls upon the child.  The reverfe has
fometimes happened ; and there are examples of une
happy parents, who have been rendered mifersble by
the religious perverfity of a daughter.  In the four-
teenth volume of that very amufing work, Les Caufes
Célébres, a work which is faid to have been th_e i
vourite reading of Voltaire, there isa friking hiitory
of a girl underage, who was tenipted by pious artifice
to fettle herfelf in a convent, in exprefs oppofition to
parental authority. Her parents, who had in vain
tried the moft tender perfuafion, endeavoured at laft
to redeem their loft child, by a legal procels againft
the numnery in which fhe was imprifoned,  The plead-
ings on this remarkable trial may, perbaps, be juitly
reckoned among the fincit picces of eloquence that
the lawyers of France have produced. Mouficur Gil-
let, the advocate for the parents, reprefented, in the
boldeft and moft affeting langunage, the extreme bafe-
nels of this religious feduttion. His eloquence ap-
peared to have fixed the fentiments of the judges;
but the caufe of fuperftition was pleaded by an advo-
cate of equal power, and it finally prevaied. The un-
fortunate patents-of Marie Vemal (for this was the
name of the deluded girl) were condemned to refign
her for ever, and to make a confiderable payment to
thofe artful devotees who had pioufly robbed them of
their child. :

When we refle& on the various evils that have arife
in convents, we have the ftrongeit reafon to rejoice
and glory in that reformation, by which the nuanerics
of England were abolithed. < Yet it would not be can-
did or juit to confider ali thefe as the mere harbouss
of liceafioufnels 3 fince we are told that, at the time
of their fuppreflion, fome of our religious houfes were
very honousably diftinguithed by the pusity of their

inhabitants.
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inhabitants. ¢ The vifitors,” fays bifhop Burnett,
¢ interceded earneftly for one nunnery in Oxfordfhirey
“ Godftow, where there was great ftri€tnefs of life,
‘¢ and to which moft of the young gentlewomen of the
¢ country were f{ent to be bred ; fo that the gentry of
¢ the country defired the king would fpare the houfe s
“ yet all was ineffetual.”

In this point of view, much, undoubtedly, may be
faid in favour of convents. = Yet, when the arguments
on both fides are fairly weighed, it is prefumed, that
every true friend to female innocence will rejaice in
thofe fenfible regulations which our Catholic neigh-
bours have lately made refpe€ting nungeries, and which
{eem to promife their univerfal abolition.

As convents, for many ages, were the treafures of
all the learning that remained upon earth, one is ra-
ther furprifed to find fo few monaftic ladies, who have
bequesthed to the werld any literary produ&ion.  Per-
haps, indeed, maiy & fair and chafte author has ex-
ifted, whofe nume and works have been unjuftly buried
in fudden cblivion.

Juena Inez de la Cruz, a native of the New Hemiq
{phere, was {o eminent for her poetical talents, that
fhe has been hencured with the title of a T'enth Mufe.

A fhort account of this lady, not much known in
Europe, witha fpecimen of her poetry, will no doubt
be acceptable to female readers.

Juana was bornj in November 1651, at the diftance
of adfew leagnes from the city of Mexico. Her father
was one of the many Spanith gentlemen, who fought
to improve a fcanty feitune by an eftablifiment in
America, where he married a lady of that country,
defcended  from  Spanith parents. Their daughter
Juana was diftinguithed in her infancy by an uncom-
mon peifion for literature, and a wonderful facility in
the compofition of Spanifh verfes. Her parents fent
her, when fhe was eight years old, to refide with her

uncle
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uncle in the city of Mexico. She had there the ad-
vantage of a learned education ; and, as her extraordi=
nary talents attracted univerfal regard, fhe was patron-
iled by the lady of the viceroy, the marquis de Man-
cera, and, at the age of feventeen, was received into

- his family. A Spanith encomialt of Juana relates a
remarkable anecdote, which, he fays, was commu-
nicated to him by the viceroy himfelf.  That noble«
man, aftonithed by the extenfive learning of young
Juana, invited forty of the moft eminent literati that
his country could afford, to try the extent and foli-
dity of Juana’s erudition. The young female fcholar
was freely but politely queftioned, on the different
branches of fcience, by theologians, philofophers, ma-
thematicians, hiftorians, and poets; * and as a royal
¢ galleon,” fays our Spanifh author, * would defend
¢ herfelf againft a few fcallots that might attack her,
¢ {o did Juana Inez extricate herfelf from the various
¢ queftions, arguments, and rejoinders, that each in
¢ his own province propofed to her.”

Thhe applaufe which fhe received, on this fignal dif-
play of her accomplithments, was far from infpiring
the modeft fuana with vanity or prefumption. In-
deed, a pious humility was her moft firiking charact-
erific. Her life amounted only to forty-four vears;
and of thefe fhe paffed twenty}::vcn, diftinguifhed by
the moft exemplary exereife of all the religious virtues,
in the convent of St. Geronimo, Her delight in books
was extreme, and fhe is faid to have poffefled a library
of four thoufand volumes ; but towards the clofe of
her life fhe made a Ryiking facrifice to charity, by felling
her darling books for the relief of the poor. Few
female authors have been more celebrated i life, orin
death more lamented. The celietion of her works,
in three quarto volumes, contains a number of pane-
gyrics, in verfe and profe, beftowed on this chafte po-
etefs by themoft illuftrious charatters both of Old and

R 3 New
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New Spain. The moft fenfible of the Spanifh crities,
father Feyjoo, has made this general remark on Ju-
ana’s compofitions—* that they excel in eafe and ele-
 gance, but are deficient in energy; a. failing the
more remarkable, as the pious enthufiafm of this poet-
ical nun was fo great, that{he wrote in her own blood
a profeflion of her faith. It may be obferved, howe-
ver, in anfwer to her critic, that moft of Juana’s ver-
fes are written on {ubjets, where poetical energy was
not to be expe¢ted. Many of her poems are occafion-
al compliments to her particular friends; and, in her
facred dramas, the abfurd fuperftitions of her country
were fufficient to annihilate all poetical fublimity.

In one of her fhort produ&ions, fhe defcribes the
mjuftice of men towards her own fex. An imitation
of this performance, in Englifh, is as follows:

: 114
s * Weak men! awho withont reafon aim
“ To load poor woman with abufz,
¢ Not fecing that yourfelves produce
¢ The very evils that you blame ;
11,
¢ You ’gainfl ber firm refiflance fPrive ;
“ And, having firuck her judgment mute,
“ Soon to her levity impute
“ What from your labour you derive.
111,
¢ Of awoman’s weaknefs much afraid,
“ Of your own prowefs flill you boaft
¢ Like the wain child who makes a ghofl,
 Then Jears whai e bimfelf has made,

* Hombres necios, que acufais
Ala muger fin razon 3

Sin wver, que fois la occafion
Delo nifmoy que culpaisy &e. :
V. «Her
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1V.
&« Her, whom your arms have once embrac’ds
 You think prefumptuoufly to find,
« [When fhe is woo’dy as Thais kind,
 When wedded, as Lucretia chafe,
% V. 4
“ How rare a_fool muft he a}pear,
“ Whofe folly mounts to fuch a pafs,
« That firft he breathes upon the glafs,
¢ Then gricves becaufe it is not clear !
VI
¢ Still with unjufl, ungrateful pride,
 You meet both favour and difdain ;
“ The firmas cruel you arraign,
 The tender you as weak deride.
ML
<« Your foolifb humour none can pleafe 3
¢ Sincey judging all with equal phlegm,
“ One for her rigor yow condemn,
<« And one you cenfure for her eafe.
VIIE
“ What wondrous gifts muft her adorn,
¢« Who awould your lafling ]é've engage,
“ When rigorousnymphs excite your rage,
“ And eafy fair ones raife your frorn!
IX.

“ But while you fhew your pride or pow’ry
“ With tyrant paffions vainly hot,

¢ 8he’s only bleft who heeds you not,

“ Aud leaves you all in happy hour.”’

CHAPR
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CH AP XLIX.
ON SENTIMENTAL ATTACHMENT,

OVE, perhaps, fweetens and expands the feel-
Ings more thad‘any paflion whatever. Bemg a
compofition of all the tender, of all the humane and
difinterefted virtues, it calls forth at once all their foft
ideas, and exerts all their good offices.

The ingenious Mr. Sterne, author of Triftram
Shandy, ufed to fay, that ¢ he never felt the vibra-
tions of his heart fo much in unifon with virtue, as
when he was in love 3 and that whenever he did a mean
or unworthy aétion, on examining himfelf ftritly, he
found that at that time he was loofe from every fenti-
mental attachment to the fair fex.”

The declaration of this focial and benevolent paffion
to the obje&t that infpires it, is what we commonly
call courtthip; and the time of this courtfhip, not-
withftanding the many embarrafiments and uneafinef-
fes which attend it, is generally confidered as one of
the happieft periods of human life, at leaft {o long as
the lover is fupported by hope, that pleafing delirium
of the foul.

The interference of parents, however, in order to
prevent the union of lovers, is often attended with
ferious confequerrces 3 as the two following ftories fufe

ficiently evince.

! / CHAP
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CBA B L
HONORIO axo ELIZA:
A VERY RPATHETIC STORY.

ONORIO wes the fon of a London merchant,

bred up to the bufinefs of his father, to which

he fucceeded in his early youth : and in a little time

diftingnifhed himfelf, not only by his knowledge in

trade, but alfo by his probity of heart, and genercfity

of fentiment. Nor was he deficient in perfonal ac-

complifhments. His figure was remarkably agreea-

ble ; his addrefs was engaging ; and no pains had been

{pared in giving him the advantage of a genteel educa-
tion.

He was in a fair way of acquiring a very large for-
tune, when he firft beheld, at a public aflembly, the
elegant and amiable Lliza, daughter of an eminent
trader, to whom his circumftances were well known.
He was deeply ftruck with her external appearance ;
and, having found means to infinuate himfelf into her
acquaintance, difcovered a thoufand charms in her un-
derftanding and difpofition, which at once completed
the conqueft of his heart. It was not long before he
difclofed his paffion to the dear obje, and had the
ravithing pleafure to find he had infpired her with very
favourable fentiments of his charaer.

After fome time fpent in the endearing effufions of
mutual love, he applied to the father, and made a
formal demand of her in marriage. His propofal met
with a very cordial reception ; aud Honorio was ad-
mitted into the family, on the footing of a fature fon-
in-law. T'he day was already appointed for the mar-
riage, after all the articles of intereft had been fettled
to the fatisfaGtion of both parties ; when, by the fud-

den
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den failure of foreign correfpondents at the clofe of
the laft war, Honorio was obliged to ftop payment.

He communicated his diftrefs to Eliza’s father ; and
produced his books, by which it appeared that his
effe@s were more than fufficient to difcherge his debts,
though they were fo fcattered that he could not col-
le& them in time enough to fupport his credit.

The merchant faid he was forry for his misfortune,
but made no offer of affiftance. On the contrary, he
told him bluntly that he could not expeét he would
beftow his daughter on a bankrupt, and forbade him
the houfe.

The reader may conceive what an effe& this treat-
ment had upen an ingenuous mind, endued with an
extraordinary fhare of fenfibility. He retived to his
own houfe, while his heart was burfting with grief and
indignation.

The generons Eliza, being apprifed of what had
paffed between her father and her lover, feized the firfk
opportunity of writing a letter to Honorio, lamenting
his misfortune in the moft pathetic terms, afluring him
of her inviolable attachment, and offering to give a
convincing proof of her love by a clandeftine marriage,

He made due acknowledgments to his amiable muf-
trefs for this mark of difinterefted affeétion ; but abfo-~
lutely refufed to comply with a propofal, which might
ruin her fortune, endanger her happinefs, and fubjeét
Lim to the imputation of being fordid and felfih.

He made hafte to fettle his accounts, and fatisfy Lis
creditors. Then he wrote a letter to Eliza, releafing
her from all engagements in his favour, and exhorting
her to forget that ever fuch a perfon exifted.

Immediately after this addrefs he difappeared, and
no perfon could tell in what manner. People, in ge-
neral, fuppofed he had made away with himfelf in de-
fpair.

Eliza

PR e
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Tliza was overwhelmed with the moft poignant for-
yow, which entailed upon her a lingering diftemper,
that brought her to the brink of the grave.

Thoug%n nature triumphed over the difeu.!'e, it was
not in the power of time to remove her grief, which
fettled into a fixed melancholy, that clouded all her
charms, and made a deep impreflion on her father’s
heart.

Her only brother dying of a confumption, fhe be-
came the fole heirefs of a confiderable fortune ; and
many advantageous matches were propofed without ef-
fect.

At length, fhe plainly told her father, that he had
once made her miferable, and it was not now in his
power to make her happy ; for fhe had made a folemn
vow to heaven, that fhe would never join her fate to
any other man but him on whom he had allowed her to
beftow her affection.

The merchant was thunder-ftruck at this declara-
tion. He faw himfelf deprived, by his own cruel
avarice, of that happinefs with which he had flattered
himfelf, in the hope of enjoying a rifing generation of
his own pofterity. e became penfive and fullen, loft
his fenfes, and in a few months expired.

Eliza purchafed a retived houfe in the country,
where fhe gave a full fcope to her forrow ; while fhe
lived the life of a faint, and fpent the beft part of her
time, as well as fortune, in the exercife of charity and
benevolence : witnefs the fighs that are ftill uttered by
all that knew her, when her name is pronounced : wit-
nefs the tears of the widow and the fatherlefs that are
daily fhed upon her tomb.

onorio, defparate in his fortune and his love, took

a paflage in a Spanifh fhip for Cadiz, under the name
of Benfon; and, as he underftood the language, as
well as the management of accompts, he was admitted,
as
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as an inferior faor, on board of the Flota, bound for
South America,

He fettled at La Pera Cruz ; and fortune fo prof-
pered his endeavours, that, in a few years, he was
mafter of forty thoufand piftoles.

But neither profperity, nor the univerfal efteem he
had acquired among the Spaniards for his worth and
integrity, could footh the anguifh of his heart, or ef-
face the remembrance of Eliza, whofe charms ftill
dwelt upon his imagination.

At length, impatient of living fo long in ignorance
of her fituation, he remitted his effeéts to Europe, re-
turned to Cadiz, and there, im a Britith bottom, took
thipping for England.

At the Race of Portland the fhip was attacked by
a paltry French privateer ; and Honorio had the mif-
fortune to receive a fhot in his neck, which appeared
very dangerous.

After the privateer had fheered off, he defired that
he might be put afhore at the neareft land, as there was
no furgeon on board ; and the boat immediately con-
veyed him and part of his baggage into a creek, within
half a mile of Eliza’s dwelling.

He was obliged to take up his lodgings at a wretched
public houfe, and difpatched an exprefs to the next
town for a furgeon ; but, before he arrived, the unfor-
tunate Honorio had loft his eye-fight in confequence
of his wound, and his fever was confiderably increafed.

The humane Eliza, being made acquainted with the
circumftances of his diftrefs, without dreaming it was
her beloved Honorio, defired a worthy old clergyman,
who was re&or of the parifh, to take her chariot, and
bring the wounded man to her houfe, where he might
be properly attended and accommodated.

Thither he was carried accordingly, and there firft
vifited by the furgeon; who, after having dreffed the
wound, declared he had no hopes of his recovery.

He
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He heard the fentence without emotion ; and defir-
ed he might have an opportunity to thank the lady of
the houfe for the charitable compaflion fhe had mani-
fclted towards a ftranger in diftrefs.

The tender-hearted Eliza being informed of his re-
queft, immediately vifited him in his apartmeat, ac-
companied by the clergyman, and a female i 2.ation who
lived with her as her companion.

Approaching his bed-fide, fhe condoled with him cn
his misfortune, begged he would think himfclf at
home, and command every thing in her houle as freely
as if it were his own,

He no fooner heard her voice than he ftarted ; and
raifing himfelf in his bed, rolled his eyes around, as if
in quelt of fome favourite object.

His ear was more faithful than his memory. He re-
membered and was affeéted by the firain, thongh he
could not recolle&t the ideas to which it had been an-
nexed. {

After fome panfe he exclaimed, ¢ Excellent lady !
““ I could wifh to live in order to exprefs my gratitude.
¢ But it will not be.—You have given fhelter to a
¢ poor wearied pilgrim, and your chavity muft be fill
¢ farther extended, in feeing his body committed to
the duft.

¢ I have, moreover, another favour to afk, namely,
¢ that you and this good clergyman will attet my lait
« will, which is locked in a paper cafe, depofited in
¢ my portmanteau.”

So {aying, he delivered the key to the doGor, who
opened the trunk, found the paper, and was defired to
read it aloud in the hearing of all prefeat.

The will was written by the hand of Honorio him-
felf, who, in confideration of his tender affection for
the incomparable Eliza, which nothing but death
fhould erafe from his heart, had bequeathed to her all

: S his
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his worldly fubftance, exclufive of fome charitable le-
gacies,

When the name of Honorio was pronounced, LIliza
ftarted, grew pale, and trembled with ftrong emotion.
She confidered, however, his fituation, and reftrained
her tranfports, while her eyes poured forth a torrent
of tears, and the chair fhock under her, with the
viclerce of her agony.

The humane clergyman was not unmoved at this
fcene. He had often heard the ftory of her unfor-
tunate love, and by his fenfible confolations enabled
her to bear her affliCtion with temper and refignation.

He no fooner perceived the names of Honorio and
Fliza in the will, than he was feized with extreme
wonder and fympathizing forrow.  His voice faultered.
The tears ran down his cheeks, and it was with the
utmoft difficulty that he read the paper to an end.
Then “obferving the agitation of Eliza, he conduéted
.= into another rocm, where, her grief and furprife
becoming too ftrong for her confltitution, fhe famted
away in the arms of her companion.

When fhe recovered from her fwoon, fhe gave vent
to her forrow, in a loud paffion of tears and excla-
mation. She afterwards became more calm ; and beg-
ged the doftor weuld endeavour to prepare Honorio
for an interview with his long loft Eliza. He forth-
with returned to the merchant; but was in too much
confufion to communicate the difcovery with difcre-
tion and compofure.

Honorio, though blind, had perceived the lady’s
agitation, as well as the clergyman’s diforder, and
was not a litdle furprifed at their abrupt departure.
His mind had already formed an aflemblage of the
mott interefting ideas before the dottor returned ; and
when he began to expatiate on the myfterious ways
of Providence, he' was interrupted by the ftranger,
who, raifing his head, and clafping his hand, ex-

claimed
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claiimed alond—¢* O bountiful Heaven—it mufl be the
¢ incomparable Eliza !”’

At that inftant fhe entered the apartment, knceled
by the bed-fide, and taking him by the hand, cried
ont,—¢¢ Itis, indeed, the unfortunate Eliza—O my
¢ Honorio ! Is it thus we meet !”’ 7

A long filence enfued, during which he bathed her
hand with tears. At leagth he [poke to this effact:—
¢ Thefe are not the tears of {orrow, but of joy.—
« Eliza then lives !—fhe remembers—fhe retains her
¢ regard for the haplafs Honorio !-—It was indecd the
“ kind hand of Providence that threw me on this hof-
¢ pitable fhore.—Could I once more behold thofe dear
“ features, which I have fo often contemplated with
¢ admiration and delight—DBat I am fatisfied.”

Thhe fequel of this affefting fcene I cannot pretend
to deferibe.  Honorio’s wound, at the next dreffiag,
had the appearance of a gangrene. The ball, however
which had been lodged among the nerves and f{inews
of the neck, was now with eafe extrafted, and his
eye-fight was immediately reftored.

Having fettled his temporal affairs, and made his
peace with Heaven, he on the fourth day expired in
the arms of Eliza, who was the fole and laft object on
which his eyes were ftrained.

She did not long furvive her unfortunate lover. Her
grief at length exhaufted her conftitution, and brough
her to the grave, after the had endowed alms-houfes
for the maintenance of twenty poor cripples, bequeath-
ed a handfome fortune to her kinfwoman, a confide-
rable prefent to the clergyman, and a large {um to the
poor of the parifh.

At her own defire, he was buried in the fame
grave with her lover, and over them is raifed a plain
nncn‘}bélh‘ﬂ\ed tomb of black marble, with this modeft
infeription : ¢ Dedicated to the mmory of Honoria
“ and Elza.” ~
C H 28
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HENRY saxp CHARLOTTE.
A MOST AFFECTING HISTORY.

NDER the mafterfhip of the celebrated Bufby,
there was a boy at fchocl, whom I fhall diftin-
guith By the name of Henry, equally efteemed by his
maflers for the brilliancy of his talents, and beloved by
his fchool-fellows for the various excellent qualities of
his mind, and the fweetnefs of his difpofition.
Before he had rifen very high in the fchool, he con-
ceived a paffion for a young lady in the neighbour-
hood, eminently beautiful, ard differing {rom him in

charaler, only as the natural delicaey and fofinefs of

her fex added a charm to every perfeftion of her lover.

Frem the many interviews they bad had, the flame,
which at firfl fired his bofome, quickly became mutual,
and they already indulged themfelves in romantic ideas
of celebrating their nuptuals, when they {carce knew
what love was, but from the fluttering it caufed ia
each of their tender breafts.

Two years were now elapled fince they had de-
clared their flame to each other. Henry had long
pleaded his love to his dear Charlotte, with all the
force, which a fincere, and daily increafing paflion
could infpire him with,

Marriage was what they beth looked up to, but im-
pofiibilities dimmed the profpeét ; and though he loved
her with a tendernefs, which nought but various me-
tives ean implant, yet ftill his defires tended to that
point of blifs, whth notliing but the privilege of mar-
riage can give fanction to. .

His
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His father, it feems, having long obferved the clofe
intimacy which exilted between our hero and this ami-
able girl, and fearful of the confequence, namely mar-
riage (for fhe had no fortunc) refolved to feperate
them.

Accordingly he purchafed him an eafigney in a
regiment jult going abroad ; and paying little regard
to his fon’s difapprobation of a military life, fent him
off to Jerfey. :

This precaution, however, proved fruitlefs; for
Henry, as foon as he was acquainted with his father’s
cruel determination, having obtained Charlotte’s full
confent, had their marriage confummated unknown to
any of his friends; and, as his regiment was detained
in England, by unforefeen delays, a much longer time
than was expeéted, he found means to pafs the greater
part of his time in her coempany.

I fhall pafs over the tender {cene, which took place
at their parting. Suffice it to fay, that never was a
pi¢ture of grief difplayed in more natural and affe¢ting
colours, than what this interview exhibited. With,
difficulty he diffuaded her from the earneft defire the
had of accompanying him ; but he knew the dangers
of the voyage, and the difficultics a women is exppfed
to in a camp, too well to comply with her requeit.
All he had to confolke her with was, an affurance of
the moft {peedy return he could obtain.

Before he had been fix months in Jerfey, he re-
ceived the news of her being brought to bed of a {un.
Since fhe had lait {een her dear Henry, her conftuncy
had been put to tie trial by a thoufand prefiia
mities. .

Jult after he had fit fiil, fhe felt a fevere fhock in
the lofs of a kind and affe&tivnate mether, her only,
furviving parent, and was now left an | iplefs orphan,
expoled to all the dangers of the wide woild, deprived

S 2 of
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of every comfort of life, and nearly deftitute of all its
neceflaries,

Her mother being the reliét of a calonels had with
fome aconomy, made fhift to fupport herfelf and
daughter, in a genteel manner on her penfion. But
this dropt at her death, and poor Charlotte, who,
either from the too great indulgence or the pride of
her parents, had not been brought up to any bufinefs,
was now reduced to the defperate alternative of either
ftarving, or maintaining herfelf by the moft defperate
trade her fex is acquainted with.

Happily an old fchool-fellow of Henry’s learning
the diftrefled ftate of her circumftances, flew to her
aflitance with all the ardour the thought of relieving
his friend’s dearer half conld inflame him with, and (as
fhe had too much virtue ever to become a proftitute)

aved her from the rigour of a death fhe no ways me-
rited, and which had long appeared to her inevitable.

Shortly after this timely refcue, fhe received the
following: letter from her Henry : -

¢ My pEsREST CHARLOTTE,

¢ Judge my happinefs on hearing that Heaven has
bleft us with a token of our love! That he may re-
femble his mother in every thing, is the only boon I
erave now for him :—But T change my joy to a note
of forrow ! The pernicious effeéts of this elimate have
infliGted on me an illnefs, which I fear I never fhall
get over. Life, however, is a burthen to me, while
thou art abfent : — Nor could T have held it out thus
Tong, but that I fupport myfclf on the profpeét of that
blifs, which will, I hope, crown the reft of our years,
fhould I ever return to thee. T live, I breathe but
for thee, and fear not death, but as it fhall fnatch thee
from me.—But there is a place, a paradife, were we
fhall one day mect, to part no more !— Farewell ! May
Heaven fhed its choicelt bleffings on thee and thy in-

fant,
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fant, and render you both happy, as it made thee
ood !

Equally alarmed at the feverity of her Henry’s dif-
order, and charmed with the fincerity of his paffion,
the refolved to fet fail in queft of him. Accordingly,
fupplied by the kindnefs of his friend with every thing
requifite for her voyage, fhe went on board a tran{port
bound for the place of her hufband’s deftination. But
the bittereft fecene of her aflition remained as yet
unaccomplifhed. All thofe flattering images of joy,
which the thought of quickly feeing her Henry had
prefented to her, were fuddenly overclouded by the
ftorm, which intercepted them in their paffage.

After every exertion of the crew had proved vain,
they were driven to the laft refource, and fired the
fignal of diftrefs. This was inftantly anfwered by
another fhip, which had long been near, but, from the
darknefs which reigned around, without the knowledge
of ecither. It was, however, too late to fave their

<veflel.  The leak, which had fo long diftrefled them,
now took in fo faft, that it was impoffible to keep her
above water ; and jult as the fhip made up to her, fhe
funk. Her long-boat, ftowed full, was now approach-
ing the fide of the fhip, when a cruel wave fnatched it
under, and Charlotte, with her dear infant clofe clafped
to her breaft, floated at the mercy of a ftormy fea.

Muft I flop my reader to tell him, that Henry,
having procured leave of abfence, was returning in
the other fhip?

He had long fixed his eyes on the boat, fhuck with
the beauty of his unknown wife. Unable any longer
to be witnefs to fuch a fcene of diftrefs, without taking
an aftive part init, he plunged in at the hazard of his
own life, and catching her as fhe rofe on the back
of a billow, bore her to her own fhip’s boat.

But what were his feelings, when he beheld the face
of his Charlotte ! Her benumbed arm had dropt its

tender
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tender charge. The horror of her diftrefs had de-
prived her cheeks of their rofeate hue, and plundered
her ruby lips of all their melting beauties. Dead was
the luftre of her glofly eye, and cold her lily hand.

He prefled her to his breaft in the agonies of de-
fpair, and firove to recal her affrighted fpirits to their
gay abode. She at length awoke almoft from the
fhades of death : but feeing her Henry’s face, {hricked
aftonithment, and funk into his arms a breathlefs
corfe !

C A Pl

ON THE DEGREES OF SENTIMENTAL ATTACHMENT
AT DIFFERENT PERIODS.

N the earlier ages, fentiment in love does not ap-

pear to have been much attended to. When Abra-
ham fent his fervant to court a bride for his fon Ifaac,
we do not fo much as hear, that Ifazac was confulted
on the matter ; nor is there even a fufpiciop, that he
might refufe or diflike the wife which his father had
feleéted for him.

From the manner in which Rebecca was folicited,
we learn, that women were not then courted in perfon
by the lover, but by a proxy, whom he, or his parents,
deputed in his flead. We likewile fee, that this Proxy
did not, as in modern times, indeavour to gain the
affeCtion of the lady he was feat to, by enlarging on
the perfonal praperties, and mental qualifications of
- the lover ; but by the richn={s and magnificence of the
prefents he made to her and her relations.

Prefents
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Prefents have been, from the earlieft ages, and are
to this day, the mode of tranfaéting all kinds of bu-
finefs in the Eaft. When a favour is to be afked of
a fuperior, one connot hope to obtain it without a
prefent.  Courtfhip, therefore, having bcet} anciently
tranfacted in this manner, it is plain, that it was only
confidered in the fame light as any other negociable
bufinefs, and not as a matter of fentiment, and of the
heart.

In the courtfhip, however, or rather purchafe of a
wife by Jocob, we meet with fomething like fenti-
ment ; for when he found that he was not poflefled
of mony or goods, equal to the price which was pro-
bably fet upon her, he not only condefcended to pur-
chafe her by fervitude, but even feemed much difap-
pointed, when the tender-eyed Leah was faithlefsly im-
pofed upon him inftead of the beautiful Rachel.

The ancient Gauls, Germans, and neighbouring
nations of the North, had fo much veneration for the
fex in general, that in courtthip they behaved with a
{pirit OF gallantry, and fhewed a degree of fentiment,
to which #hofe, who called them Barbarians, never ar-
 rived. Not contented with getting pofeflion of the
perfon of his miftrefs, a nothern lover could not be
fatished without the fincere affe®ion of her heart ;
nor was his miftrefs ever to be gained but by fuch
methods, as plainly indicated to her the tendereft at-
tachment from the molt deferving man.

The women of Scandinavia were not to be courted
but by the moft afliduous attendance, feconded by
{uch warlike atchievements as the cutom of the coun-
try had rendered neceffary to make a man deferving
of his miftrefs. On thefe accounts, we frequently find
a lover accofting the obje@ of his paffion, by a minute
and circumftantial detail of all his explots, and all his
accomplitiments. ¢ We fought with fwords,” faye
King Regner, in a beautiful ode compofed by himielf,

1
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in memory of the deeds of his former days, ¢ tl:aat
¢ day wherein I faw ten thoufand of my foes rolling
“in the duft, near a promontory of England. ‘A
“ dew of blood diftilled from our {words. The ar-
“ rows, which flew in fearch of the helmets, bellowed
¢ through the air. The pleafure of that day was truly
¢ exquifite.

« We fought with fwords. A young man fhould
“ march early to the confli¢ of arms. Man fhould
¢ attack man, or bravely refift him. In this hath al-
¢ ways confifted the nobility of the warrior, He
¢ who afpires to the love of his miftrefs, ought to be
¢ dauntlefs in the clath of fwords.”

The defcendants of the nothern nations, long after
they had plundered and repeopled the greateft part
of Europe, retained nearly the fame ideas of love, and
pra&ifed the fame methods in declaring it, that they
had imbibed from their anceftors. ¢ Love,” fays,
William of Montagnogout, ¢ engages to the moft
"¢ amiable condu&. Love infpires the greateft actions
« Love has no will but that of the objeét beloved,
¢ nor fecks any thing but what will augment her
“ glory. You cannot love, nor ought to be belaved,
¢ if you afk any thing that virtue condemns. Never
« did I form a with, that could wound the heart of
¢ my beloved, nor delight in a pleafure that was incon-
¢ fiftent with her delicacy.”

The method of addreffing females, among fome of
the tribes of American Indians, is the moft fimple
that can poﬂibly be devilfed. When the lover goes
to vifit his miitrefs, he only begs leave, by figns, to
enter her hut. After obtaming this, he goes in, and
fits down by her in the moft refpectful filence. If the
fuffers him to remain there without interruption, her
doing fo is confenting to his fuit. If, however, the
lover has any thing given him to eat and drink, it is a

refufal ;
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refufal : though the woman is obliged to fet by him
till he has finifhed his repaft. He then retires in filence.

In Canada, courtfhip is not carried on with that coy
referve, and feeming fecrecy, which politenefs has intro-
duced among the inhabitants of civilized nations. When
a man and woman meet, though they never faw each
other before, if he is captivated with her charms, he
declares his paffion in the plaineft manner; and fhe,
with the fame fimplicity, anfwers, Yes, or No, without
further deliberation. ¢ That female referve,” fays an
ingenious writer, ¢ that feeming relutance to enter
 into the married ftate, obfervable in polite countries,
“ is the work of art, and not of nature. The hiftory
¢ of every uncultivated people amply proves it. It
“tells us, that their women not only fpeak with
¢ freedom the fentiments of their hearts, but even
“ blufh not to have thefe fentiments made as public as
¢ poffible*.”

In Formofa, however, they differ {6 much from the
fimplicity of the Canadians, that it would be reckoned
the greatelt indecency in the man to declare, or in-
the woman to hear, a declaration of the paffion of
love. The lover is, therefore, obliged to depute his
mother, fifter, or fome female relation ; and from any
of thefe the foft tale may be heard without the leaft
offence to delicacy.

In Spain, the women had formerly no voice in dif-
pofing of themfelves in matrimony. ~ But as the empire
of common fenfe began to extend itfelf, they began to
claim a ‘privilege, at' leaft of being confulted in the
chm'ce' of the partners of their lives. Many fathers and
guardians, hurt by this female innovation, and puffed
up with Spanifh pride, #ill infited on forcing their
daughters to marry according to their pleafure, by
means of duennas, locks, hunger, and even fometimes
of poifon and daggers. But as nature will revolt

againit

* Dr. Alexander.
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againft every fpecies of oppreflion and injuﬁiye, the
ladies have for fome time begun to affert their own
vights, The authority of fathers and guardians be-
gins to decline, and lovers find themfelves obliged ta
apply to the affeGions of the fair, as well as to the
pride and avarice of their relations.

The nightly mufical ferenades of miftrefles by their
lovers are ftill in ufe. The gallant compofes fome love
fonnets, as expreffive as he can, not only of the fitu-
ation of his heart, but of every particular circumftance
between him and the lady, not forgetting to lard them
with the moft extravagant encomiums on her beauty and
merit. Thefe he figns in the night below her window
accompanied with his lute, or fometimes with a whole
band of mufic. The more piercingly cold the air, the
more the lady’s heart is fuppofed to be thawed with
the patient {ufferance of her lover, who, from night
to night, frequently continues this exercife for many
hours, heaving the deepeft fighs, and cafting the moit
piteous, locks towards the window ; at which if his

roddefs at laft deigns to appear, and drops him a curt-

ﬁ‘:y, he is fuperlatively paid for all his watching ; but
if fhe bleffes him with a fmile, he is ready to run dif-
tracted.

In Italy the manner of addreffing the ladies, fo far
as it relates to ferenading, nearly refembles that of
Spain. The Italian, however, goes a ftep farther
than the Spaniard. Ile endeavours to blockade the
houfe, where his fair one lives, fo as to prevent the
entrance of any rival. If he marries the lady who coft
him all this trouble and attendance, he fhuts her up
for life. If not, fhe becomes the objeét of his eter-
nal hatred, and he too frequently endeavours to re-
venge by poifon the fuccefs of his happier rival.

In one circumftance relating to courtfhip, the Ita-
lians are faid to be particular. They protra& the
time of it as long as poflible, well knowing that, even

with
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with all the little ills attending it, a period thus em-
ployed is one of the fweeteft of human life.

A French lover, with the word fentiment perpe-
tually in his mouth, feems by every aétion to have
excluded it from his heart. He places his whole con-
fidence in his exterior air and appearance. e drefics
for his miftrefs, dances for her, flutters conitantly
about her, helps her to lay on her rouge, and to p‘lace
her patches. He attends her round the whole circle
of amufements, chatters to her conftantly, whiftles and
fings, and playsithe fool with her. ] W.hatevcy l.)e his
ftation, every thing gaudy and glittering within the
fphere of it is cﬁkd in to his affiftance, particularly
fplendid carriages and tawdry livenes.; but if, by the
help of all thefe, he cannot make an impreflion on the
fair one’s heart, it cofts him nothing but a few fhrugs
of his fhoulders, two or three filly exclamations, and g
many ftanzas of fome fatirical fong againft her ; and,
as it is impoflible for a F'renchman to live without an
amour, he immediately betakes himfelf to another,

There is hardly any fuch thing among people of
fafhion as courtfhip. = Matters are generally fg ordered
by parents and guardians, that to a bride and bride-
groom the day of marriage is often the fecond time of
their meeting, In many countries, to be mapricd in
this manner would be reckoned the greateft of misfor-
tunes.  In France it is little regarded. In the fafhion-
able world few people are greater ftrangers to, or more
indifferent about each other, than hufband and wife ;
and any appearance of fondnefs between them, or their
being feen frequently together, would infallibly make
them forfeit the reputation of the o, and be laughed
at by all polite company.  On this account, nothing
is more common than to be acquainted with a lady
without knowing her hufband, or vifiting the hufband
without ever {eemg his wife,

¥ CHAP.
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DINDS AND TEMPERS IN UNISON ARE RARELY TO
BE FOUND,

L
S 47, mighty Love! and teach my fong
To whom thy fweetefl joy.r belong,
Ind avho the happy pa:r.r,
Whofe yic mwg hearls and joining hands
Find by ngx twifled with their bands,

To foften all their cares.

Not the aild herd of nymp/u and [wains,
That thoughtlefs fly into the chains,
As cuftom leads the way :
If there be blifs aithout defign,
Lvies and oaks may grow and tavine,
And be as blefs’d as they.
II1.
Not fordid fouls of earthly mould,
Who, drawn by kindred charms of gold,
To dull embraces move ! ”
So two rich mountains of Peru
Day rufb to wealthy marriage too,
And make a world of love.
Iv.
Not the mad tribe that hell mj])tre:.
With wanton flames ; thofe raging JSires
The purer blifs deflroy :
On Zind’s top let furies wed,
Aud [heets of lightning drefs the bed
77 improve the burning joy.
V. Not
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V.
Not the dull pairs, whofe marble forms
None of the melting paffions warms
Can mingle hearts and hands :
Logs of green wood, that quench the coa’s,
Are married juft like Stoic fouls,
With q/t{n Jor their bands.
VI

Not minds of melancholy firain,
Still filent, or that fiill complain,
Can the. dear bondage blefs *
As well may heav’nly concerts [pring
From too old lutes with néer a flring,
Or none befides the bafs.
VIIL
Nor can the [oft enchantments bold
Two jarring fouls of angry mouid,

The rugged and the keen :
Samfon’s young foxes might as avell
In bands of cheerful wedlock duwelly

With firebrands tied betaween.

VIIL
Nor let the cruel fetters bind
A gentle to a favage mind,

For love abhors the fight :
Loofeihe fierce tiger from the deer,
For native rage and native fear

Rife and forbid delight.

IX.
T 2o kindefl fouls alone muft meet
*Tis friendfbip makes the bondage fevecet,

And feeds their mutual loves
Bright Venus, on ber rolling throne,
Is drazwn by gentleft birds alone,

And Cupids yoke the dowves.

CiHA P
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C H A P.: LIV,

A VIEW OF MATRIMONY IN THREE DIFFERENT
LIGHTS.

HE marriage-life is always an infipid, a vexatious,

or an happy condition. 'The firft is, when two
people of no tafte meet together, upon fuch a fettle-
ment as has been thought reafonable by parents and
conveyancers, from an exa& valuation of the land and
cafh of both parties. In this cafe, the young lady’s
perfon is no more regarded than the houfe and im-
provements in purchafe of an eftate ; but fhe goes with
her fortung, rather than her fortune with her.- Thefe
make up the crowd or vulgar of the rich, and fill up
the lumber of the human race, without beneficence
towards thofe below them, or refpe¢t towards thofe
abeve them ; and lead a defpicable, independent, and
ulelefs life, without fenfe of the laws of. kindnefs,
geed-nzture, mutual offices, and the elegant fatisfac-
tions which flow from reafon and virtue.

T'he vexatious life arifes from a conjunétion of two
people of quick tafte and refentment, put together for
reafons well known to their friends, in which efpecial
care is tzken to avoid (what they think the chief of
cvils) poverty 3 and cafure to them riches, with every
evil befides. Thefe good: people live in a conftant
conftraint before' company, and, when alone, revile
each othei’s perfon and condu@. In company, they
are in purgatory ; when by themfelves, in hell.

The happy marriage is, where two perfons, meet,
and voluntarily make choice of each other, without
principally regarding or negleiing ‘the circumitances
of fortune or beauty. Thefe may flill love in fpite
of adverfity or ficknefs.  The former we may, in fome

meafure,
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meafure, defend ourfelves from ; the otheris the com-
mon lot of humanity. Love has nothing to do wigh
riches or ftate. Solitude, with the perfon beloved,
has a pleafure, even in a woman’s mind, beyond fiow

or pomp.

Pleleieiel el leleteletrlelvieom e

Co APy LV.
OF BETROTHING AND MARRIAGE.

T a very early period, families who lived in a

friendly manner, fell upon a method of fecuring

their children to each other, by what is called in the

facred writings betrothing. This was agreeing on a

price to be paid for the bride, the time when it fhould

be paid, and when fhe fhould be dechvered into the
hands of her hufband.

There were, according to the Talmudiits, three
ways of betrothing. The firft, by a written contract.
Thhe fecond, by a verbal agreement, accompanied with
a piece of money. And the third, by the parties come
ing together, and living as hufband and wife ; which
might have been as properly called marriage as be-
trothing.

The written contraét was in the following manner :
“ On fuch a day, month, and year, A. the {fon of B,
has faid to D. the daughter of E. be thou my fpoufe
according to the law of Mofes and of the Ifraclites;
and I will give thee as a dowry, the fum of two hun-
dred fuzims, as it is ordered by our law. Aund the
faid D. hath promifed to be his fpoufe upon the con-
ditions aforefaid, which the faid A. doth promife to
perform on the day of marriage. And to this the faid

t of A. doth
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A. doth hereby bind himfelf and all that he hath, to
the very cloak upon his back ; engages himf{clf to love,
honour, feed, clothe, and proteét her, and to p'erfor{n
all that 1s generally implied in contraéts of marriage in
favour of the Ifraelitith wives.”

The verbal agreement was made in the prefence of
2 fuficient number of witnefles, by the man faying to
the woman, ¢ Take this money as a pledge, that at
fuch 2 time T will take thee to be my wife.”” A wp-
man, who was thus betrothed or bargained for, was
almoft in every refpe@ by the law confidered as already
married.

Before the legiflation of Mofes, ¢ marriages among

the Jews,” fay the Rabbies, * were agreed upon by
the parents and relations of both fides. When this
was done the bridegroom was introduced to his bride.
Prefents were mutually exchanged, the contraé figned
before witneffes, and the bride, having remained fome
time with her relations, was fent away to the habita-
tion of her hufband, in the night, with finging, danc-
ing, and the found of mufical mftruments.”
. By the inftitution of Mofes, the Rabbies tell us,
the contiact of marriage was read in the prefence of,
and figned by; at leaft ten witneffes, who were free
and of age. ' The bride, who had taken care to bathe
herfelf the night before, appeared in all her fplendor,
but veiled, in mmitation of Rebecea, who veiled herfelf
when fhe came in fight of Ifaac. She was then given
to the.bridegroom by her parents, in words to this
purpofe: “'Talke her according to the law of Mofes:”
And he received her, by faying, « I take her accord-
* ing to that law.”  Some bleflings were then pro-
- nounced upon the young couple, both by the parents
and the reft of the company.

The bleflings or prayers generally ran in this ftile :
¥ Bleffed art thou, O Lord of heaven and earthi, who
hait created maa in thine own likeacfs, and hatt ap-

pointed
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pointed woman to be his partner and companion !

Blefled art thou, who filleft Sion with joy for the mul-
titude of her children! Bleflfed art thou, who fendeft
gladuefs to the bridegroom and his bride! who haft
ordained for them love, joy, tendernefs, peace, and
mutual affection. Be pleafed to blefs, not only this
couple, but Judah and Jerufalem, with fongs of joy,
and praife for the joy that thou givelt them, by the
multitude of their fons and of their daughters.”

After the virgins had fung a marriage fong, the
company partook of a repaft, the moft magnificent
the parties could afford; after which they began a
dance, the men reund the bridegroom, the women
round the bride. They pretended that this dance
was of divine inftitution, and an effential part of the
ceremony.  The bride was then carried to the nuptial
bed, and the bridegroom left in the chamber with her.
The company again returned to their fealting and re~
joicing ; and the Rabbies inform us, that this feafting,
when the bride was a widow, lafted only three days,
but feven if fhe was a virgin.

At the birth of a fon, the father planted a cedar ;
and at that of a daughter, he planted a pine. Of
thele trecs the nuptial bed was conftructed, when the
parties, at whofe birth they were planted, entered into
the married ftate.

The Alffyrians had a court, or tribunal, whofe only
bufinefs was to difpofe of young women in marriage,
and to fee the laws of that union properly execnted.
‘What thefe laws were, or how the excention of themy
was enforced, are circumftances which have not been
handed down to us. But the ereting a court fol
for the purpofe of taking cogpizance of them, fug-
gefts an idea that they were many and various.

Among the Grecks, the multiplicity of male and
female deities who were concerned m the afiairs of love,
made the invocations and facrifices, on a matrimonial

- occafion,
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qceafion, a very tedious affair.  Fortunate omens gave
great joy; and the moft fortunate of all others, was
apair of turtles feen in the air, as thofe birds were
reckened the trueft emblems of conjugal love and fi-
delity. If, however, onc of them was feen alone,
it inzallibly denoted feparation, and all the ills attend-
ing an unhappy marriage.

On the wedding-day, the bride and bridegroom
were richly dreffed, and adorned with garlands of
herbs and flowers. The bride was conduéted in the
the evening to the houfe of her hufband in a chariot,
feated between the hufband and one of his relations.
When fhe alighted from the chariot, the axle-tree of
it was burnt, to fignify that there was no method left
for her to return back. As foon as the young couple
entered the houfe, figs-and other fruits were thrown
upon their heads to denote plenty ; and a fumptuous
entertainment was ready for them to partake of, to
which all the relations on both fides were invited.

The bride was lighted to bed by a number of torches,
according to her quality ; and the company returned in
the morning, to falute the new-married couple, and to
fing epithalamia at the door of their bed-chamber.

Epithalamia were marriage-fongs, anciently fung in
praife of the bride or bridegroom, wifhing them hap-
pinefs, profperity, and a numerous iflue.

A mong the Romans there were three different kinds
of marriage. The ceremony of the firft confifted, in
the young couple eating a cake together, made only of
wheat, falt, and water. The fecond kind was cele-
brated by the parties folemnly pledging their faith to
each other, by giving and receiving a piece of money.
This was the molt common way of marrying among
the Romans. It continued in ufe, even after they be-
came Chriftians. When writings were introduced to
teftify that a man and a woman had become hufband and

wife, and alfo, that the hufband bad fettled a dower
upon
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upon his bride, thefe¢ writings were called Talulz Do~
tales (dowry tables ;) and hence, perhaps, the words
in our marriage ceremony, “ I thee endow.”

. The third kind of marriage was, whep a man and
woman, having cohabited for fome time and had chil-
dren, found 1t expedient to continue together. In
this cafe, if they made up the matter between them-
felves, it became a valid marriage, and the children
were confidered as legitimate.

. Somcthing fimilar to this is the prefent cuftom in
Scotland. here, if a man live withy and Have chil-
dren by a woman, though he do not marry her till he
be upon his death-bed, all the children are thereby le-
gitimated, and become entitled to the honours and
eftates of their father. 'The cafe is the fame in Hol-
land, and fome parts of Germany ; with this difference
only, that all the children to be legitimated muft ap-
pear with the father and mother in church, at the ce<

remony of their marriage.

CRAFR LVLE
& PICTURE OF MATRIMONIAL FELICITY.

CLEON and Califta had lived together in 2ll the
harmony of married minds for the fpace of fe-
venteen months, during which time they had fhared
together an infinite variety of changes in their fortune.
But, as if they were originally defigned for ome ano-
ther, every action of life afforded both of them fome
beautiful inftance of the ftrength and tendernefs of this
attachment,

When
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- When Cleon was abfent, the bofom of Califta felt
fomething always wanting to compleat her happinefs.
When Califta was away, the heart of Cleon was def-
titute of its principal fupport, and like a bird which
had loft its companipn, forrowed for her return.

It often happens, that, in human life, the fpirits will
yield to unbidden dejection, and the breaft throb with
oppreflion, it fcarce knows why. In thefe moments,
the balm of affe&ion is of particular enfluence, and af-
fords a comfort, which nothing in this world can {o
adequately beftow.

Whenever Cleon chanced to fall into a melancholy
of this kind, the gentle Califta would yield up her en-
tire attention to reftore her lover to himfelf. T'ran-
quility is wounded and cured fometimes by imper-
ceptible caufes. Califta would foothe her Cleon with
a delicate perfuafivenefs, infpired by the generous paf-
fion that fhe bore him. Inftead of complaining of his
fretfulnefs, her only hope and endeavour was to remove
it ; and her endeavours weze generally fuccefsful. For
what is there fo diftrefing in life, which the {miles
and carefles of a loving and beloved woman cannot
alleviate ?

Behold poverty on the one hand, and diftemper on
the other ; yet, if the kind partner of our fates is re-
folved to fhare the lot with us, and is {miling, like the
angle of patience, on our fick pillows, we may then
defy the utmoft malice of ill-fortune, and receive from
the obligation affiduities of love, thofe bleffings which
are denied us abroad, in a buftling, malicious, and un-
generous world.

C Hi Al
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-CH A P. LVIL

ON THE CHOICE OF A HUSBAND.

ASS]STme, ye Nine,
Whilft the youth I define,
With whom I in wedlock would clafs ;
And ye blooming fair, -
Lend a liflening are,
Fo approve of the man as you pafs.

Not the changeable fry
Who love, nor know why,
But follow bedup’d by their pajfions :
Such vof’ries as thefe
Are like waves of the feas,
And fleer’d by their own inclination.

The hectoring blade

How unfit for the maid,
Where meeknefs and modefly reigns !

Such a thundering Bully

D’ll fpeak againft truly,
Whatever 1 get for my pains.

«Not the dogmatic elﬁ,

Whofe great all is himfelf,
Whofe alone ipfe dixit is law :
What a figure be’ll make,

How like Momus he’ll [peak

With [neering burlefque, a pfbacw ! pfbaw P
Not the covetous wretch

Whofe hear? s at full firetch
To gain an inordinate treafure ;
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Him keave with the refl,
<nd fuch mortals deteft,
Who facrifice life aithout meafure.

The fluttering fops
How empty his top !
Nay but fome call him coxcomb, I trow ;3
But’ tis lofing your time,
He's not half worth a rhyme,
Let the fag ends of profe bind his row.

T he guttling fot,
What a conduit his throat !
How beaftly and vicious bis life !
Where drunkards prevaily
Whole families feel,
Much more an affeilionate wife.

One charatler yet,
I awith forrow repeat,
And o ! that the number avere lefs ;
*Tis the blafphemous crew :
What a pattern they’ Il flew
Ta their haplefs and innocent race ! ,

Let wifdom then fhine
In the youth that is mine,
Whilfl virtue bis footfleps imprefs 3
Such Id choofe for my mate,
Whether fooner or late :
Tell me, Ladies, what think you of this 2

¢ The chief point to be regarded,” fays Lady Pen-

nington in her Advice to ‘her Daughters, ¢ in the

choice of a companion for life, is a really virtuous

principle—an unaffeéted goodnefs of heart. Without

this, you will be continually fhocked by indecency,
an
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and pained by impiety. So numerous have been the
unhappy vitims to the ridiculous opinion, a reformed
libertine makes the beft hufband—that, did not experience
daily evince the contrary, one would believe it im-
poffible for a girl, who has a tolcrable degree of com-
mon underftanding, to be made the dupe of {o erro-
neous a-pofition, which has not the leaft fhadow of rea-
fon for its foundation, and which a fmall fhare of ob-
fervation will prove to be falfe in fact. A man, who
has been long converfant with the worft fort of wo-
men, is very apt to contra¢t a bad opinion of, and a
contempt for, the fex in general. Incapable of efteem-
ing any, he is fufpicious o? all ; jealous without caufe,
angry without provocation, and his own difturbed ima-
ination is a continued fource of ill-humour. To this
13 frequently joined a bad habit of body, the natural
confequence of an irregular life, which gives an addi-
tional fournefs to the temper. What rational pro-
{pe& of happinefs can there be with fuch a companion ?
And, that this is the general charager of thofe who
are called reformed rakes, obfervation will certify. But,
admit there may be fome exceptions, it is a hazard,
upon which no confiderate woman would venture the
peace of her whole future life, The vanity of thofe
girls who believe themfelves capable of working mi-
racles of this kind, and who give up their perfons to
men of libertine principles, upon the wild expe&tation
of reclaiming them, juftly deferves the difappointment
which it will generally meet with ; for, believe me, a
wife is, of all perfons, the leaft likely to fucceed in
fuch an attempt.—Be it your care to find that virtue
in a lover, which you muft never hope to form in a
hufband.  Good fenfe, and good nature, are almoft
equally requifite. If the formeris wanting, it will be
next to an impoffibility for you to efteem the perfon,
of whofe behaviour you may have caufe to be athamed.
Mutual efteern is as effential to happinefs in the mar-
U ried
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ried flate, as mutual affe@ion. Without the latter,
every day will bring with it fome frefh eanfe of vexa-
tion, until repeated quarrels produce a coldnefs, which
will fettle into an irreconcileable averfion, and you will
become, not only each other’s torment, but the object
of contempt to your family, and to your acquaintance.
_ “ This quality of good-nature is, of all others, the
moft difficult to be afcertained, on account of the ge-
neral miftake of blending it with good-humour, as if

they. were in themfelves the fame ; whereas, in fa&,"

no two principles of action are more effentially differ-
ent. But this may require fome explanation.—By
good-nature, I mean that true benevolence, which par-
takes the felicity of all mankind, which promotes the
felicity of every individual within the reach of its abi-
lity, which relieves the diftrefled, comforts the affliGted,
diffufes bleflings, and commuinicates happinefs, far as
itsfphere of action can extend ; and which, in the pri-
vate {cenes of life, will {hine confpicuous in the dutiful
{on, in the affetionate hufband, the indulgent father,
the faithful friend, and in the compaffionate mafter-

beth to man and beaft. Good-humour, on the other:

hand, is nothing more than a cheerful, pleafing de-
portment, arifing either from a natural gaiety of mind,
or from an affeCtation of popularity, jomed to an affa-
bility of behaviour, the refult of good-breeding, and
from a ready compliance with the tafte of every com-
pany. Thiskind of mere good-humour is, by far, the
moft fhiiking quality. It is frequently miftaken for,
and complimented with the fuperior name of, rea/ good-
nature. A man, by this fpecious appearance, has often
acquired that appellation who, in all the ations of
his private life, has been a morofe, cruel, revengeful,
fullen, haughty tyrant. Let them put on the cap,

whofe temples fit the galling wreath !
¢ A man of a truly benevolent difpofition, and
formed to promote the happinefs of all around him,
may

*
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may fometimes, perhaps, from an ill habit of body, an
accidental vexation, or from a commendable opennefs
of heart, above the meannefs of difgnife, be guilty of
little fallies of peevithuefs, or of ili-humour, which,
carrying the appearance of ill-nztare, may be unjuilly
thought to proceed from it, by perfons who are unac-
quainted with his true chavadter, and who take ill-ho-
mour and ill-natyre to be fynonimous terms, though
in reality they bear not the leaft analogy to each other.
In order to the forming a right judgment, it is abfa-
lutely neeeffary to obferve this dittinétion, which will
effetnally fecure you from the dangerous error of tak-
ing the fhadow for the fubftance, an irretricvable mif-

take, pregnant with innumerable confequent evils !
¢ From what has been faid, it plainly appears, that
the criterion of this amizble virtue is not to be taken
from the general opinion 3 mere good-humour being,
to all intents and purpofes, fufficient, in this particular,
to eftablifh the public voice ia favour of a maa ntteily
devoid of every humane and benevolent affeftion of
heart. It is only from the lefs confpicuous feenes of
life, the more retired fphere of aétion, from the artlefs
tenor of domeftic conduét, that the real charaéter can,
with any certainty, be drawn. Thefe, undifguiled,
roclaim the man. Bat, as they fhun the glare of

ight, nor court the noife of popular applau%e, t
pafs unnoted, and are feldom known till after an inti-
mate acquaintance. The befl method, therefore, to
avoid the deception in this cafe, isto lay no ftrefs on
outward appearances, which are too often fallaciofs,
but to take the rule of judging from the fimple anpo-
lithed fentiments of thofe, whofe dependent connec-
tions give them undeniable certainty 3 who not only fee
but who hourly feel, the good or bad effe@ of that dif-
polition, to which they are fubjeéted. By this, I mean,
that if a man 1s equally relpe@ed, efteemed, and be-
loved by his dependents and domeftics, you may jultly
conclude,

-
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conclude, he has that true good-nature, that real bene-
volence, which delights in communicating felicity,
and enjoys the fatisfaction it diffufes. But if by thefe
heis defpifed and hated, ferved merely from a princi-
ple of fear, devoid of affeétion, which is ever eafily
difcoverable, whatever may be his public charaéter,
however favourable the general opinion, be affured,
that his difpofition is fuch as can never be produdtive
of domeitic happinefs.—I have been the more parti-
cular on this head, as it is one of the moft efiential
qualifications to be regarded, and of all others the

moft liable to be miftaken.
¢ Never be prevailed with, my dear, to give your
hand to a perfon defeCtive in thefe material points.
Secure of virtue, of good-nature, and underftarding,
in a hufband, youmay be fecure of happinefs. - With-
out the two former it is unattainable.  Without the
latter, in a tolerable degree, it muft be very imperfet.
 Remember, however, that infallibility is not the
property of man, or you may entail difappointment
on yonrfelf, by expeéting what is never to be found.
The beft men are fometimes incoufiftent with them-
felves. 'They are liable to be hurried, by fudden ftarts
of paflion, into expreflions and actions, which their
cooler rcajon will condemn., They may have fome od-
dities of behaviour, and fome peculiarities of temper.
They may be fubjet to accidental ill-humour, or to
whimfical complaints. Blemifhes of this kind often
fhade the brighteft charatter; but they are never de-
fructive of mutual felicity, unlefs when they are made
fo by an improper refentment, or by an ill-judged op-
pofition. When cooled, and in his ufual temper, the
man of underftanding, if he has been wrong, will
fuggett to himfclf all that could be urged againit him.
The man of good-nature will, unupbiaided, own his
error. Immediate contradition is, therefore, wholly
unferviceable, and highly imprudent; an after repe-
tition
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tition is equally unneceflary and injudicious. Any
peculiarities in the temper or behaviour ought to be
properly reprefented in the tendereft and in the moft
friendly manner. ' If the reprefentation of them is
made difcreetly, it will generally be well taken. = But,
if they are fo hzbitual, as not cafily to be altered,
firike not too often upon the unharmonious ftring.
Rather let them pafs as unobferved. Such a cheerful
compliance will better cement your union ; and they
may be made cafy to youifelf, by refleGting on the
fuperior good qualities, by which thefe trifling faults
are {o greatly overbalanced. -

¢ You muft remember, my dear, thefe rules are laid
down, on the fuppofition of your being united to a
perfon, who poffefles the three qualifications for hap-
pinefs before mentioned.  In this cafe, no farther di-
reCtion is neeeflury, but that you ftri¢tly perform the
duty of a wife, namely, to love, to honour, and obey.
The two firft articles are a tribute fo indifpenfably due
to merit, that they muft be paid by inclination ;—and
they naturally lead to the perfornauce of the laft,
which will not only be an ealy, but a pleafing tafk,
fince nothing cart ever be enjoined by fuch a perfon
that is in itfelf improper, and few things will, that
can, with any reafon, be difagrecable to you.

¢ The being united to a man of irreligious prin-
ciples, makes it impoffible to dilcharge a great pait of
the proper duty of a wife. To name but one inftance,
obedience will be rendered irapradticable, by frequent’
injunétions inconfiftent with, and contrary to, the
higher obligations of morality. This it not a fuppo-
fition, but 1s a certainty founded upon fats, which I
have too often feen and can atteft. Where this hap-
pens, the reafons for non-compliance ought to be offer-
«d in a plain, itrong; good-natured manner. ~ There is
atleaft the chance of fuccefs fi'om being heard. But
.. dhouli thofe reafons be reiected, or the hearing them

U:z refufed,
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refufed, and filence on the fubjeét enjoined, which is
moft probable, few people caring to hear what they
know to be right, when they are determined not to be
convinced by it,—obey the injunction, and urge not
the argument farther. Keep, however, fteady to your
principles, and fuffer neither perfuafion nor threats to
prevail on you to act contrary to them.  All commands
repugnant to the laws of chriftianity, it is your indif-
penfable duty to difobey. All requelts that are incon-
Gftent with prudence, or incompatible with the rank
and charaGter which you ought to maintain in life,
it 1s your intereft to refufe. A compliance with the
former would be criminal, a confent to the latter
highly indifereet ; and it might thereby fubje® you
to genergl cenfure.  For a man, capable of requiring,
from his wife, what he knows to be in itfelf wrong, is
equally capable of throwing the whole blame of fuch
mifconduct on her, and of afterwards upbraiding her
for a behaviour, to which he will, upon the fame prin-
ciple, difown that he has been acceffary. Many fimilar
initances have come within the compafs of my own ob-
fervation. In things of a lefs material nature, that
are neither criminal in themielves, nor pernicious in
their vonfequences, always acquielce, if infilted on,
nowever difagrecable they may be to your own temper
and inclination. Such a compliance will evidently
prove, that your refufal, in the odher cafes, proceeds
ot from a fpirit of contradittion, but merely from a
juft regard to that fuperior duty, which can never be

infringed with impunity.
¢ A the want of underftanding is by no art to be
concealed, by no addrefs to be difguifed, it might be
fuppofed impoflible for a woman_of fgnfe_ to unite her-
{elf to a perfon, whofe defe&t, in this inftance, muft
render that fort of rational fociety, which conftitutes
the chief bapyincefs of fuch an unton, impoflible.  Yet
re, how often has the weakoels of female judgment
been
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been eonfpicuous! The advantages of great fuperiority
in rank or fortune have frequently proved fo irrefiftible
a temptation, as, in opinion, to outweigh, not only
the folly, but even the vices of its pofleflor—a grand
miflake, ever tacitly acknowledged by a fubfequent
repentance, when the expected pleafures of afluence,
equipage, and all the glittering pomp of wufelefs pa-
geantry, have been experimentally found infufficient to
make amends for the want of that conftant fatisfadion,
which refults from the focial joy of converfing with
a reafonable friend !

*¢ But however weak this motive muft be acknow-
ledged, it is more excufable than another, which, I
fecar, has fometimes had an equal influence on the
mind ;—I mean fo great a love of fway, as to induce
her to give the preference to a perfon of wezk intel-
le¢tuals, in hopes of holding, uncontrolled, the reins
of government.  The expetation is, in fad, ill ground-
ed.  Obftinacy and pride are generally the companions
of folly. The fillieft people are oftea the moft tena-
cious of their opinions, and, confequently, the hardeft
of all others to be managed. But, admit the contrary,
the principle is in itfelf bad. It tends to invert the
order of Nature, and to countera& the defign of Pro-
vidence.

“ A woman can never be feen in a more ridiculous
light, than when fhe appears to govern her hufband.
If, unfortunately, the fuperiority of underftanding is
on her fide, the apparent confcioufnefs of that fuperi-
ority betrays a weaknefs, that renders her contemptible
in the fight of every confiderate perfon, and it may,
very probably, fix in his mind a diflike never to be era-
dicated. In fuch acafe, if it fhould ever be your own,
remember that fome degree of diffimulation is com-
mendable, fo far as to let your hufband’s defe@s appear
unobferved. 'Whenke judges wrong, never flatly con-
wadict, but lead him infenfibly into another opinion,

i
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in fo diféreet’ a manner, that it may feem entirely his
own, and let the whole credit of every prudent deter-
mination reft on him; without indulging the foolifl
vanity of claiming any mevit to yourfelf. * Thus a per-
fon, of but an ‘indifferent capacity, may be fo affifted,
as, in many inflances, to fhine with borrowed luftre,
fearce diftinguifhable from the native, and by degrees
Ite may be brought'into a kind of mechanical method
of alling properly, in all the common occurrences of
life. QOdd as this pofition may feem, it is founded in
fa&t. Ihave feen the method fuccefsfully praétifed by
more than ene perfon, where a weak mind, on the go-
verned fide, has been fo prudently fet off as to appear
the {ole direétor ; like the ftatue of the Delphic god,
which was thought to give forth its own oracles,
whilft the humble prieft, who lent his voice, was by
the fhrine concealed, nor fought a higher glory, than
a fuppofed obedience to the power he would be thought
1o ferve.”

C'H A PHVLVIAL

ON CONJUGAL MISUNDERSTANDINGS.

LORIO and Cemilla, though in reality they had

a regard for one another, were fo unfortunate in

an impatience of temper, that théy continually render-
ed each other miferable.  Florio was a man too eafily
dejedted, and Camilla interpreted this -into fullennels.
In confeguence of which, fhe would accufe him of pee-
vithnefs, or elfe fit whele hours with a book in Ler hand,
as regardlels of his fighs, ss if they were the puifs of
an old pair of bellows. . If Florio defired her to av9id
2 particular thing, fhe diretly confidered him as laygng
a jort
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a fort of command upon her, and therefore thought it
incumbent on her pride to do the very thing prohibited.
If Florio begged of her to obferve any point of good-
breeding, which Camilla might through accident have
forgot, fhe reproached him as a fqueamith creature.
1f he appeared particularly defirous to polifh her in
the art of eloquence, it was imputed to a love of con-
tradiétion. And thus two people, really lovers at
bottom, tortured one another without any folid caufe.

PO DD CAT DD

CH A P. LIE

MUTUAL FORBEARANCE NECESSARY TO THE HAPs
PINESS OF THE MARRIED STATE.

T HE lady thus addre/s’d her _?oqfe—
What a mere dungeon is this oufe !

By no means large enough ; and was it,

Yet this dull room, and that dark clofet,

Thofe bangings with their eworn-out graces,

Long beards, long nofes, and pale faces,

Are fuch an antiquated [cene,

They overwhelm me wwith the Spleen.

Sir Humplrey, fbooting in the dark,
Makes anfwer quite befide the mark ;

No doult my dear, I bade him come,
Engag’d myfelf to be at home,

And fhall t.\})«? him atehe door,

Precifely wwhen the clock firikes four.

You are [o deaf, the lady cried,

{And rais’d ber voice, and frown'd befide )
Youare fo fadly deaf, my dear,

What fball I do to make you hear ?

Difinif
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Difmifs poor Harry! he replics,

Some people are more nice than wife 5
For one flight trefpafs all this flir !
What if I did ride, whip, and [pur,
*Tawas but a.mile—your fav’rite horfe
Will never look one hair the worfe.

Well, I protefd tis paft all bearing !
Child ! 5 am/rl'at/yrf bﬂard of hearing—-
Les, truly—one muf? fchream and bawl:
1 tell you, you can’t hear at all.

Then with a voice exceeding bow,

No matter if you hear or no.

Alas ! and is domefic firife,

That foreft ill of buman life,

A plague fo litile to be fear’d,

As to be wantonly incurr’d ;
Togratify a fretful paffion,

On ev’ry ti}'z'ial provocation ?
The kindeft and ithe happieft pair
ll’illﬁd&lﬁayion i f%ag‘;ﬁ
And fomething ev'ry day they live,
To pity, and, perhaps, forgive.
But if infirmities that fall

I common to the lot of all,

A blemifb or a fenfe impair d,

Are crimes [o little to be [par’d ;
Then furewell all that mufl create
The comfort of the aedded flate :
Inflead of harmony, *iis jar,

And tumulty and intefline war.
The love that cheers [ife's lateft flage,
Proof againfl ficknefs and old age,
Lreferv’d by virtue from declenfion,
Becomes not wweary of attention,

But lives, when that exterior grace

Which
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Which firft infpic’d the flame decays.
*Tis gefl?rﬂ, dejgcafr, and kind,
T faults compaffionate or blind,
And will aith [ympathy endure 1
Thofe evils it would gladly cure ? ~ {
But angry, coarft, and harfb expreffon
Shewws love to be a mere profeffion,
Proves that the heart is none of his, tf
Or foon expels him, if it is. ‘i
]

I S o syl v 4

\

pretat ettt et el o tal e et |
CHAP IX |

|

ON ECONOMY.

CENTLEMAN, whofe fituation gave him
frequent opportunitics of viﬁting thofe places,
where a variety of charalters may be daily feen, lan-
guifhing under all the rigour of confinement, and all
the wretchednefs of penury, took particular notice of ¥
one prifoner, whofe afpe& and manner were fin
charatteriftic. He was nearly a fkeleton, and looked
the very pi¢ture of fadnefs and want, Yet, in all
this diftrefsful extremity, nothing about him had an
appearance of meannefs. While his fellow-fufferers
kept teafing every one for money, he never did. This ‘
difpofed the gentleman and his companion to exert
themfelves, and make up alittle fum for him. When
they begged his acceptance of it, they fignified, at the
fame time, a defire of hearing how he had been re-

)il

duced. ;1
“ My ftory,” faid he, ¢ is but fhort, and has no- i
*hing in it that is very extraordinary. I was the only 1§

fon, and confequently the fole heir of rich and refpe&t-
able parents, who gave me a liberal education, and left § ;*z
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me in pofleffion of an ample fortune. I married the
daughter of a reputable citizen, who, from his mode
of life, was thought very wealthy. His family, who
knew nothing of his affairs, were accuftomed to live in
the greateft fplendor. My wife had a thoufand ami-
able qualities. There are few genteel accomplifhments
in which fhe did not excel. Her fweetnefs of temper
endeared her to all who knew her. Her vivacity never
forfook her, and was always pleafing. No heart was
ever more tender, more generous, or more uniformly
alive to all the delicacies of conjugal affection, than
hers. Yet, what with the extreme fenfibility of her
nature, the fuperfluity in which fhe was bred, and her
peculiar fondnefs for every fpecies of fathionable gaiety
and diffipation, her habit of {quandering was uncon-
querable and unbounded. She always had what mo-
ney fhe wanted, and fpent it as fhe pleafed ; for my
heart never permitted me to lay her under the leaft
reftraint. Her extravagance, however romantic and
diftreffing, arofe from principles originally good, but
il dire¢ted. Nor could I retrench her expence, with-
out occafioning fuch a fhock, as might have injured
her health. The moment I was envolved, I ftretched
every point to keep it from her knowledge. T had
ftill ‘great expectation from her father, in whofe hands
the whole refidue of my property was now lodged. My
fituation foon became too critical to be much longer
concealed. But, in one fatal day, he failed, and I
was at once arrefted, and ftript of every thing. My
poor wife never left me, and never recovered the illnefs
occafioned by our misfortune. Often did thefe walls,
and thefe wretches, witnefs her lamentations. At laft
ihe grew quite frantic, and expired in my arms, mut-
tering, with her laft breath, curfes on a condu¢t that

had ruined me.” .
Economy is one of the beft, and moft neceffary lef-
fons that females can learn. With a little feafonable
care
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care and attention, what a world of misfortune and
mifery might often be avoided.! For the g.iddinefs, {fo
frequently and haftily cenfured in the fex, is not a na-
tural, but adventitious quality.

How amiable and valuable a partner for life muft that
lady be, who knows how to hit the happy medium 'be-
tween meannefs and oftentation, plenty and fup;xﬂmtx,
delicacy and refinement, liberality and excefs! This
beautiful and well-corre¢ted temper of mind is her
beft ornament at home or abroad. It affefts her
whole arrangement, and regulates the minuteft of her
attions. She is not tawdry within, nor the ape of
folly and finery when fhe goes out. The difpofition
of her furniture, whether fuperb or ordinary, is happy
and commodious. She fuffers nothing to be laid or
continue out of its place. Her conduét is the refult
of thought, not of levity. She does nothing at ran-
dom. Her very pleafures are fele¢ted with tafle, and
indulged on principle ; and all her words are few, and
well ordered.

One leading feature of reafonable beings is, a fenfe

of order ; and this is a quality which peculiarly marks
the female temper. Women fhew, by their very make

and manners, how much more finely their minds are
fathioned, and their feelings turned, than ours.

“ Heav'n, awhen it flrives to polifh all it cany

“ It loft beft aworky but forms a fofter mans.
Our paflions are by no means fo delicate, our fenfi-

bilitics fo exquifite, our ideas of beauty and deformity,

of reality and fiction, of right and wrong, fo lively
and acute as theirs. Nature feems to have endowed
thanwitha general predileétion for proportion in forms,
delicacy in colours, harmony in found, and elegance
in motiwn.  Their difcernment of whatever pleafes or
difguils their eyes, or ears, or feclings, is therefore,pe-
culiarly keen and fenfible. '

X It
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It is becaufe proper ufe has not beem made of this
great mafter-fpring in the female make, to influence
their judgments, that women are univerfally fond of
whatever is flathy or glaring, much more affected by
our drefs and manners than we are by theirs, and per-
petually the dupes of flattery and detraction ; that the
maxims of fathion, however temporary and prepof-
tevous, are adopted by moft of them uniformly and
mvplicitly : that their purfuits in gencral are trivial,
vilionary and capricious ; that their homage to the
mereft fhadows is every where ferious and profound ;
and that apes, fops, and fycophants, with the whole
“tribe of coxcombs, have more of their good graces,
perhaps poflefs more of their hearts, and always more
of their company, than men of fenfe and virtue.

852 L O W B 6 S

MRS- Piozz1’s apvicE 10 A NEW-MARRIED MAN.

RECEIVED the news of your marriage with in-
finite debight, and hope that the fincerity, with
_ which I with you happinels, may excufe the liberty I
take in giving you a few rules, whereby more certainly
‘to obtain it.. I fee you fmile at my wrong-headed
kindnefs, and, refleCting on the charms of your bride,
cry out in a rapture, that you are happy enough with-
“out my rules. I know you are. But after one of the
forty years, which I hope you will pafs pleafingly toge-
ther, are over, thisletter may come in turn, and rules
for felicity may not be found%unnl:f:effary, however fome
of them may appear impracticable.
R apP P Coulis
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L]
Could that kind of love be kept alive throngh the

marriage ftate, which makes th2 chirm of a fingle 01€,
the fovereign good would no longer be fought for ; ia
the union of two faithful lovers it would be found : but
reafon fhews us that this is impofiible, and experience
informs us that it never was fo; we mall preferve it
as long, and fupply it 2 happily as we can. :
When your prefent violence of naflon fubfides, lvc}v-
ever, and a more cool aad tranquil afeltion takes its
place, be not haty to cenfure yourfelf 2s indifferent,. or
to lameat your{ilf as uahapoy ;3 you have Lotk that on-
ly which it was impoffible to retzin, aad it were grace-
lefs amid the pleafures of a profperous fummer to re-
gret the blofloms of a tranfient [priag. Neither ua-
warily condemn your bride’s infipidity till you have re-

&,(

collected that no obje® Lowever {ublime, no founds

however charming, caa continue to traufport us with
delight when they no longer ftrike us with novelty.
Thhe fkill to renovate the powers of pleafiag are faid
indeed to be pofleffed by fome womea in an emineat
degree ; but the artificas of maturity are feldom fecn
to adorn the innocence of youth: youhave made your
choice, and ought to approve it. T i
Satiety follows quickly upon the heels cfpoffeﬁhn 8
and to be happy, we muft always have fomething ia
view. The perfon of your lady is already all yone
own, and will not grow more pleafing in your eyes I
doubt, though the reft of your fex will think her hand-
fomer for thefe dozen of years. Turn therefore all
your attention to her mind, which will daily grow
brighter by polifhing.  Study fome ealy fcience toge-
ther, and acquive a fimilarity of taftes while en-
joy acommunity of pleafures.  You will by this means
have many imagzes in common, and be freed from the
neceflity of fepavating to find amuflements Nothin;

is fo dmgerous to wedded love as the pofiihility of ej.
rher beiag happy out of the company of the othery
eadeavour |

R

2
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endeavour therefore to cement the prefent intimacy on
every fide; let your wife never be kept ignorant of
your income, your expences, your friendfhips, or aver-
fiongs let her kiow your very faults, but make them
amiable by your virtues; confider all concealment as
a breach of fidelity ; let her never have any thing to
find out in your character ; and remember, that from
the moment one of the pactners turns fpy upon. the
other, they have commenced a ftate of hoftility.

Seck not for happinefs in fingularity ; and dread 2
refinement of wifdom as a deviation into folly. Liften
not to thofe fages who advife you always to {fcorn the
counfel of a woman, and if you comply with her re.
quefls pronource you to be wife-ridden. Think not
any privation, except of pofitive evil, an excellence,
and do not congratulate yourfelf that your wife is not
a learned lady, that fhe never.touches a card, or is
wholly ignorant how to make a pudding. Cards,
ceckery, and learning, are all good in their places, and

. may all be ufed with advantage. i
With regard to expence, I can only obferve, that
the .money laid out in the purchafe of diftinétion is
- feldom or ever profitably employed. We live in an
agewhen fplendid furniture and glittering equipage are
grown tco common to catch the notice of the meancit
{peGator ; und for the greater ones, they only regard
our wafteful folly with filent contempt, or open indig-
nation.—This may perhaps be a difpleafing refleétion,
_ but the following confideration ought to make amends.
"T'he age we live in pays, I think, peculiar attention
to the higher diftinétions of wit, knowledge, and vir-
tue, to which we may more fafely, more cheaply, and
more honorably afpire. The giddy flirt of quality
. frets at the relpeé fhe fees paid to Lady Edgecumbe,
and the gay dunce fits piaing for a partner, while’
Jones the orientalift leads up the ball.
1 faid
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1 faid that the perfon of your lady would not grow:
more pleafing to you, but pray let her pever fulpect
that it grows lefs fo: that a woman will pardon an
affront to her underftanding much fooner than one to
her perfon is well known ; nor will any of us contra-
di@ the affertion.  All our attainments, all our arts, are
employed to gain and keep the heart of man;: and
what mortification can exceed the difappointment, if
the end be not obtained? There is no reproof however
pointed, no punifiment however fevere, that a woman
of {fpirit will not prefer to negle@ ; and if fhe can en-
dure it without complaint, it only proves that fhie
means to make herfclf amends by the attention of others

for the flights of her hufband.  For this, and forevery

reafon, it behoves a married man not to let his polite-
nefs fail, though his ardour may abate, but to retain
at leaft that general civility towards his own lady which
be is fo williag to pay to every other, and not fhew a
wife of eighteen or twenty years old, that every man.
in company can treat her with more complaifance than
he, who fo often vowed to her eternal fondnefs. £

It is not my opinion that a young woman fhould be
indulged in every wild with of her gay heart or giddy
head ; but contradiction may be foftened by domeftic
kindnefs, and quiet pleafures fubflituted in the place of
noify ones.  Public amufements are not indeed fo ex-
penfive as is fometimes imagined, but they tend to
alienate the minds of married people from each other.

A well chofen fociety of fiiecnds and acquafmguceﬂgs
more eminent for virtue and good fenfe than for gaicty

and fplendour, where the converfation of the day may
afford comment for the evening, feems the moft rati-
onal pleafure this great towa can afford ; and to this,
a qme at cards now and then gives an additional relifh.
hat your own fuperiority {hould always be feen,

Hut never felt, {cems an exccFent gencral rule. A wife
fhould outfhine her Lhulband in nething, not even in her
Xx drefs,—

L !

’

~
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drefs.—If fhe happens to have a tafte for the trifling
diftinétion that finery can confer, fuffer her not for a
moment to fancy, when fhe appears in public, that Sir
Edward or the Colonel are finer gentlemen than her
hufband. The bane of married happinefs among the
city men in general has been, that finding themfelves
unfit for polite* life, they transferred their vanity to
their ladics, dreffed them up gaily, and fent them out
a gallanting, while the good man was to regale with

- port wine or rum puich, perhaps among mean compa-

~ as afeult of no confequence. If you are ever tempted

_ youever doubted ferioufly of her virtue even for a mo-

nions, after the comptingzhoufe was fhut : this prac-
tice produced the ridicule thrown on them in all our
comedies and novels fince commerce began to profper.
But now that I am fo near the {ubje®, a word or two
on jealouly may not be amifs ; for though not a failing
of the prefent age’s growth, yet the feeds of it are too
certainly fown in every warm bofom for us to negleét it

to be jealous, watch your wife narrowly—but never
teafe her; tell her your jealoufy, but conceal your
fufpicion ; let her, in fhort, be fatisfied that it is only
your odd temper, and even troublefome attachment,
that makes you follow her ; but let her not dream that

ment. If fheis difpofed towards jealoufy of you, let
me befeech you to be always explicit with her and ne-
ver myfterious : be above delighting in her pain of all
things—nor do your bufinefs nor pay your vifits with
an MR concealment, when all you are doing m%ht
as well be proclaimed perhaps in the parifh veflry.  Dut
1 hope better than this of your tendernefs and of your
virtue, and will releale you from a le€ture you have fo
little need of, unlefs your extreme youth and my un-
common regard will excufe it. And now farewell;
make my kindcft compliments rto your wife, and be

happy in propoxtion as happinefs is wifhed you by,

s A i Dear Sir, g(c. i
C H A

-
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GARRICK’S ADVICE TO MARRIED LADIES.

3 ¢ 4
TL;,ﬂxir married dames, who o often deplore,
hat a lover once bleft is a lover no more ;
Atend to my counfel, nor blufh to be taught,
That prudence muft cherifh iz;bat beauty has caught.
T'he bloom of your check, and the glance of your eye; &l
2 ur rofes and lilies may make the men figh ; YL heR
But rofes, and liliesy, and fighs pafs away, e
And paffion will die as your beauties decay.
i §
Ul the man that you <ved like your fav'rite guitary
T 5o’ mufic in both, they are both apt to jar ;
How tuneful and foft froma dilicate téuch,
Not bandled too roughly, nor play’d on too n
: IV :

The fparrow and linnet will feed from e
Grow tame by your kindnefs, and come at ;
Exert aith your bufband the fame happy jbill,

For hearts, like your birds, may be tam’d to your.

Be gay and good-humour’d, complying and ki

Tura tlechief of your care Srom your face o ye
*Tis thus that a wife may ber #qwﬁ; improve,
And bymen fhall rivet the fetters of love.
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ON WIDOWHOOD.

THE hiftory of all antiquity gives the ftrongeft
reafons to fufpe@, that widows were often the
prey of the lawlefs-tyrant, who {poiled them with im-
punity, becaufe they had none to help them. In
many places of fcripture, we frequently find the ftate
of the widow and the fatherlefs depifted as of all others
the moft forlorn and miferable ; and men of honour and
probity, in enumerating their own good aétions, plac-
ing a principal fhare of them  not having fpoiled the
widow and the fatherlefs, ¢ If I havelift up my hand.
¢ againft the fatherlefs,” fays Job, ¢ or have caufed
¢ the eyes of the widow to fail, then let mine arm fall

‘% from my fhoulder, and be broken from the bone.”
In the book of Exodus it is declared as a law, ¢ that
“ye fhall not afflict the widow, or the fatherlefs child.
¢ If thouaffli them in any ways, and they cry unto
¢ me, I will furely hear their cry; and my wrath
¢¢ fhall wax hot, and I will kill you with the f{word,
¢ and your wives {hall be widows, and your children
 fatherlefs.”

Tn the eighth centary, one of the canon laws enatt-
ed, that none fhall prefume to difturb widows, orphans,
and weak people ; and no fentence could be executed
2 ainﬂ:aw_'{low, without adviling the bithop of the
dgocefe of it. Thele eircumftances create a ftrong
fufpicion, that widows were often opprefled ; ot.hcr-
wile, why fo many laws for their part?c_uldr proteiion 2

Among many of the ancieiits, widows were, by
cuftom, reftricted from having a fecond hufband. Al
mott over all the Eaft, and among many tribes of the:
Tartass, they believed that wives were not on!y de-
fined to ferve their hufbands.in this world, but in the

next
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next alfo ; and as every wife there was to be the fo}e
property of herfirft hufband, fhe could never obtain
a fccond, becaufe he could only fecure to himfelf her

fervice in this life.
When the Greeks became fenfible of the beneﬁts
arifing from the regulations of Cecrops concerning F‘
i

matrimony, they conceived fo high an idea‘ of them?
that they affixed a degree of infamy on the woman
who married a fecond hufband, even after the death of {
the firlt ; and it was more than two centuries after the

time of Cecrops before any woman dared to make the
attempt. Their hiftory has tranfmitted to pofterity, 4’
with fome degree of infamy, the name of her who firft r\

!

ventured on a fecond marriage. Gorgophona, the

daughter of Perfeus and Andromeda, began the prac-

tice ; a practice which, though foon after followed by !
others, could not, even by the multitude of its vot’q“&, it
ries, be fcreened from the public odium. During a ‘
great part of the heroic ages, widows, who married

again, were confidered as having offended aF.inﬁ pub-

lic decency. To this cuftom Virgil plainly alludes, =
when he defcribes the confliét in the breaft of Dido, be- ¥
tween her love for /Eneas, and fear of wounding her ho-
nour by a fecond marriage. Nay, fo ferupulous were
the Greeks about fecond marriages, that in fome cir- |
cumftances even men were with difficulty allowed to P
enter into them. Charonidas excluded all thofe from

the public councils of the ftate, who had children,

and married a fecond wife. ¢ It is impoffible,” faid he, L
“that a man can advife well forhis country, who
“‘does not confult the good of his own family. He, s
“ whofe firft marriage has been happy, ought to reft L4

« fatisfied with that happinefs ; if unhappy, he muft be
“ out of his fenfes to rifque being fo again.”

The Romans borrowed this cuftorn of the Greeks,
and confidered it not only as a kind of breach of the
matrimonial vow in the woman, but alfo as affe&ting

the




314 HISTORICAL SKETCHES

the man nearly in the fame manner, that her infidelity
would have affefted him while he was living. ¢ The
“ foul of a deceafed hufband,” fays Juftinian, ¢ is
¢ difturbed when his wife marries a fecond.”

In Cumana, when a hufband dies, it is faid they
make the widow fwear, that the will preferve and keep
by her his head during her life. 'This is intended as a
{nonitor, to tell her that fhe is never to enter again
mto the married Rate,

Among the ancient Jews and Chriftians of the pri-
mitive ages, there were certain orders of men, who
were not allowed to join themfelves in marriage with
widows. ¢ A prieft,” fays Mofes, ¢ fhall not take to
¢ wife a widow, or a divorced woman, or prophane,
“ or an harlot ; but he fhall take a virgin of his own
¢ people to wife.”

Pope Syricus, copying the example fet by Mofes,
ordained that if a bifhop married a widow, he fhould
be degraded. In the year 400, we find it decreed in
the Cyprian council, that if a reader married a widow,
he fhould never be preferred in the church ; and that
if afubdeacon did the fame, he fhould be degraded to
a door-keeper or reader.

In the Doomiday book, we find the king exacted
only a fine of ten fhillings for liberty to marry a
maiden ; but it coft twenty to obtain liberty of mar-
rying a widow. e it

Several legiflators have fixed a certain time, within
which widows fhould not be allowed to marry. Among
the Romans this was ten months. Among other na-
tions it varied according to the regard they thought
due to a deccafed hufband ; and the expreflion of that
regard which ought to be fiown by his wife.

In the eleventh century the church decreed, thata
widow fhould not marry within the fpace of one year
after her releafe from the bonds of matrimony. The
laws of Geneva fhorten this peried to half a year. But

a8
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as there are few countries, in which the matter is i
taken up by the legiflature, it is more commonly regu-
lated by cuftom than by law. ;

About a century ago, widows in Scotland, and in
Spain, were the drefs of mourners till ‘death, or a
fecond hufband, put an end to the ceremony. In
Spain the widow paffed the firft year of her mourning
in a chamber hung with black, mto which day-light
was never fuffered to enter. She then changed her
dark and difmal fcene for a chamber hung with grey,
into which fhe fometimes admitted an intrufive fun-
beam to penetrate.  Inneither of thefe apartments did
cultom allow her looking-glalies, nor plate, ner any
thing but the moft plain and neceffary furniture. Nor
was fhe to have any jewcls on her perfon, nor to wear
any colour but black,

We are fo much accultomeéd in Europe to fee mourn-
ers dreffed in black, that we have affixed a melancholy
idea to that colour. Black is not, Lowever, univer-
{ally appropriated to this purpofe. The drefs of Chi-

_ nefe mourners is white ; that of the Turks blue; of
the Peruvians a moufe-colour ; of the Egyptians yel-
low, and in fome of their provinces green.  Purple is
at prefent made ufe of as the mourning drefs of»#mg‘
and cardinals. 3 A

Some tribes of American favages allot a widow the
tedious fpace of four years to chattity and to mourning,
To this mourning and continency are added particular
aufterities.  Every evening and “morning, during the
firlt year, a widow is obliged to lament her lofs in loud
and lugubrious ftrains.  But, if her hufband was a war-
chief, fhe is then, during the firft moon, to fit the
whole day under his war-pole, and there inceffantly to
bewail her loft lord, without any thelter from the heat,
the cold, or whatever weather fhall happen.

This war-pole is a tree ftuck ia the ground, with the
top and branches cut off. It is painted red, andalla

\ 4
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weapons and trophies of war, which belonged to the

' deceafed, are hung on it, and remain there till they rot.

In feveral parts of Africa, a country of tyranny and
defpotifm, women are not only doomed to be the flaves
of their hufbands in this world, but, according to their
opinion, in the next alfo.  The hufband is no fooner
dead, than his wives, concubines, fervants, and even
fometimes horfes, muft be ftrangled, in order to render
him the fame fervices in a future life which they did
in this.

At the Cape of Good Hope, in order that widows
may not impofe themfclves on the men for virgins, they
are obliged by law to cut off a joint from the finger for
cvery hufband that dies. This joint they prefent to
their new hufband on the day of their marriage.

. The Hindoos do not bury their dead after the man-
ner of many other nations, but burn their bodies upon. -
a large pile of wood ereéted for the purpofe. Upon
this pile the moft beloved wife, and in fome places, it
is fard, all the wives of great men are obliged to devote
them{elves to the flames which confume the body of
their hufbands.

In the hiftory of the Bucaniers of America, it is
faid, that a widow in the Carribee. Iflands is obliged
every day, for the fpace of one year, to carry vituals
to the grave of her deceafed huszjmd; and the year
being expired, fhe muft dig up his bones, wafh and
dry them in the fun, put themina fatchel, cairy them
on her back all day, and flcep upon them all night, for
the fpace of another year. Cruc cuftom ! if it really
exifts. But the anonymous author of the hiftory
abounds fo much in the marvellous, that he deferves
but little credit. v

Herodotus informs us, that among the ancient Cre-
tonians, a people of Thrace, widows, afflifted by all
their relations, made intereft who fhould be preferred

to
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to the honour of being killed on the grave of the de-
ceafed hufband. ?

In China, if widows have had children, they bcct_)mc
abfolute miftreffes of themfelves, and theit" relations
have no power to compel them to become widows, nor
to give them to another hufband. 'It is not, however,
reputable for a widow, who has children, to enter nto
a fecond marriage, without great neceflity, efpecially
if fhe is a woman of diftinétion. In this cafe, although
fhe has been a wife only a few hours, or barely con-
trated, fhe frequently thinks herfelf obliged to pafs
the reft of her days in widowhood—and thereby to
teftify to the world the efteem and veneration the had
for her hafband or lover,

In the middle ftations of life, the relations of fome
deceafed hufbands, eager to reimburfe the family in
the fum which the wife originally coft it, oblige her
to marry, or rather fell her to another hufband,~if fhe
bas no male iffue. Sometimes, indeed, it happens that.
the future hufband has concluded the bargain, and paid
the money for her, before fhe is acquainted with the
tranfaction. By the laws of China, a widow cannot.
be fold to another hufband, till the time of her mourn-
ing for the firk expires. So defirous, however, are
the frieads often to difpofe of her, that they pay no
regard to this law ; but, on a complaint being made
to a mandarin, he is obliged to do her juftice. ~Asfhe
is commonly unwilling to be bartered for in this man-
ner, without her confent or knowledge, as foon as the
bargain is ftruck, a covered chair, with a confiderable
number of luity fellows, is brought to her houfe. Be-
ing foreibly put into this chair, the is conveyed to the
ll:oufcof her new hufband, who takes care to fecure

er.

In Europe, a widow in tolerable circumftances is
more miftrefs of herfelf than any other woman ; bein

frec from that guardianthip and controul to which the
2 fex

¥
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fex are fubjed while virgins, and while wives. In no
part of Europe is this more exemplified than at Parma,
aad fome other places of Italy; where a widow is the
oily female who is at liberty either to choofe a hufband,
or affume the government of any of her ations.
Should a virgin pretend to choofe for herfelf, it would
be reckoned the moft proflizate licentioufnefs. Should
flie govern her altions or opinions, fthe would be confi-
dered as the moft pert, and perhaps the moft abandon-
ed, of her fex.

Politenefs and humenity have joined their efforts in
Europe to render the condition of widows comfort-
able. The government of England has provided a
fund for the widows of ofiicers. The clergy of Scot-
lazd have veluntarily raifed a ftock to fupport the wi-
dows of their order. Many incorporated trades have
followed thefe laudable examples. This cafe is not
confined to Britain. It extends to France, Germany,
and other countries, where it exifts in forms too various
to be delineated.

The ancient laws of a great part of Euvrope ordained,
that a widow fhould lofe her dower, if fhe married
again, or fuffered her chaflity to be corrupted. The
laws of Pruffia retain this ordinarice to the prefent
time. They likewife ordain that a widow fhall not
marry again, within nise months after the death of
her hufband.

The Pruffians have ancther regulation concerning
widows, highly defcriptive of the humanity and wifdom
of their legiflature.  When a widower and widqw in-
tend to marry, one or both of which having children,
as it too frequently happens that fuch children are
either defpifed or neglected, in confequence of the
new conneions formed, and perhaps of the new' off-
{pring raifed up, the laws of Pruffia provide for thgir
education and fortune, according to the rank and cir-
cumftances of the parents; and will not fuffer cither
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man or woman to enter into a fecond marriage, with-
out previoully fettling with the children of the firlt.

PO DI GIECHDEIINT,

C HuAdP. . LXIN.
THE WISH.

NEAT little Lox on the fide of a hill,

At the boitom of wwhich runs a murmuring rill ;
The fuil foould be beaithy, and temprate the air,
Andy to add to my profpeit, I’d have a parterre.

The fwzet rof: of Sharon my walks fhould adorn,
Fuft under my window Ml fancy a lawn,
Where delicate fbrubs fhould be planted with tafte,
<And none of my ground le fecn running io wajles

Inflead of Tialians, the linnet and thrufh ‘ g !
W ould wwith harmony grest me from everpbufb s 1
T hofe gay featber’d fing flers do rapturg influre!

What mfic fo foft as the beavenly choird v .

My furniture elegant, fimple, and plain,

Not any thing gavdy, expenfive, or vain ; . vl

My friends foould repofe on a piilow of dozon, A

Nor even from me fbould they meet with a frowa. ‘
.

A Pudy, replete with good authors I'd chosf,

Thaiy if ferious or gay, might inftruél or amufe ; i1l
No new-fofbion’d novel, or gild:d romance, | France. W
Should vaere find @ place, though it travel’d. from

My




!

320 Hxs'rom;AL SKETERES

My table Dd cover with old Tnglifh cheer,

No kickfharws, or luscury, fhould be feen bere:

4 would treat you with porty and a fervice of fruit :
But modern extravagance neer Should take root.

Ij", to erown my felicity, fortune would lend
A fenfible, [prightly, compa/fionate friend,

O:.'z' free from fufpicion leif fuch eould ke found,
He foon fhould be mgfler of this fairy ground.

B Lol alels el e B ket Tt med

CH AR LE¥V
A SINGULAR EPISTLE:

TAKEN FROM A GENUINE COPY.

Mapawm,
AM a little afraid you and I fhall never come to-

| gether. There is that expe@ation of flattery
. about you, which I cannot bear. Yet as I love you welt
. . enough to be honeft—a bold word that—1T will once
" for a fPeak my mind, and I defire your attention.
. I believe I do not admire nor value you for any of
thofe ¢harms, for which you admire and value yourfelf.
I do not, for inflance, pay any adoration to the prefent
brightnefs of your eyes, becaufe I am fo ftrange a fel-
low as to confider them philofophically. They are
very brilliant, to be fure ¢ but what are they ? What
are they, madam, ab origine ? Fops, Fools, and Poets,
would, in their ufual airy manner, teli you, that they
were made of celeftial fire, that they were two ani-
mated balls of beauty, two love-darting mirrors, formed

by

a
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L ind

by the Graces, and a pack of fuch ftuff. * But T feorn
to figure away at the expence of fair tru I write
in honclt profe, madam ; and therefore in. hgneﬁ profe
I tell you, that thofe fame balls of ethereal beauty,
thofe fame love-darting mirrors, are at beft two picces
of ordinary clay varnifhed. The varnifh, I allow, is
good, and well put on. But what of ail this? I am
ot fo fhort-fighted, but I can look forward a little,
beyond the length of my nofe, to the time when the
glofs will all be worn away, when the japan of nature
will be utterly gone, and not a fpark of fice will you
have about you.  If you live long enough, you will be
purblind, and then what becomes of your love-darters ?
Don’t be quite {o vain, my young beauty.

Another mighty matter upon which you have, it
feenis, to pique yourfelf, is you face.. I mean fuch
things as we call checks, lips, and complexion. I wifls
it to be known to you, that I have but a very poor opi-
nion of thefe divine graces, as you call them,

Some time ago, I remember you fhewed me, in a
ﬁrcat air of triumph, a paper fcrawled upon by fome

orid puppy of your acquaintance, who fwore, in very
forry verlesy that your cheeks threw into atter defpair
all the rofes and lilies in the creation.  Your fkin too

was, if I recollect, polifhed marble. The veins were

compared to the azuce of the third heaven, and the
colour was whiter than alabafter.
"Tis a lie, Prifcila,’tis a fad Lie.  You are indebted

to poetical fict'on for all this trath. The ragaes who -

+ deal i it have, as they tell us,.a licence from tha
fellow 4alls to play fuch pranks with idle girls and
boys who belicve them. Forany part Liever could be ga-
ken 1n by the tag of a rhyme, nor the cadencs of a couw
plet, nor the tran!pofition of ten faucydyllables, fioce I
was bora. Laiwayslooked upen them as mege ear-t S.

\\v’}ui a calleion of falfities is here, indeed ! I ne-
swer fw a pair of checks i my Life that were fairer

X2 than

2, ks
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than a Llyg8er a pair of lips that were redder than a
rofe. As tg alabafter, I will take wpon me to fay,
there nev?as a woman’s fkin half fo white in the
whole world s and I fhould be very glad to fee a com-
plexion fo well polifhed as a piece of Egyptian marble.

No, no ; thefe flights will not pafs upon men of
cool profe. 'They will not, indeed, Prifilla. Meta-
phior, metaphor, my dear, is 2 mere bam, It tickles
the child’s ear ; but I heartily defpife it.

Not but that I give to a fine form its proper portion
of praife. Iam perfe@ly fenfible to handfome features.
I like to fce the proper proportions of red and white,
I am very wdll pleafed with a fparkling pair of eyes,
but I have no idea of calling any of thefe what they
veally are not, nor of comparing them with objeéts to
which they have no likenefs whatever. For inftance
now, your bofom is faid to be purer than the driven

{now. If that is not carrying the jeft as far as it will
fawly go, I don’t know what is.—Why, madam, if
a fnow-ball and your bofom were fhewn together, and
any thing in the world but a poet to be the judge, he
would fay that you were a fwarthy gipfey in the com-
parifon.

Buot how you ladies can be pleafed with all this
high-flying is to me aftonifhing.—1If a man was to
eompare me to a ftick or a ftone, or a tree, or a plant,
that I was no more like than I am like the main ocean,
fhould T perk up my head, and look about me the more
for that?

Ag to features, fkin,.complexion, &c. they are fo
truly things of to-day, that if I wasa woman I fhould
be afraid to put any truft in them. They have more
enemies that the ever-perfecuted have. I could recount
fuch 2 catalogue’as would make

 Your hair to fland on end,
¢ Like quills upon the freiful porcupine.”
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Go into your garden. Fix your at
faireft flower. Tak# care thatit isin t
of its bloom. Did you ever behold tints
fite, fcallops more exat, colours better mix
ties better varied 2 Now leave it. Pay it a fecond vifit
to-morrow morning.  What are you fuyrprifed at?
That a flower fhould fade I A flight blaft of wind in
the night hath wholly defiroyed it. The tints are
dead. The colours are faded. The beauty is no more.
Step now to your toilette.  Indeed, Prifcilla, you are
very pretty.  What a face, what an air, what a fhape !
In the cvening, one of the thoufand enemies of hand-
fome features overtakes you, and your fecond vifit to
the mirror fliews—an ugly woman.

I believe you have &'nfc enough, Prifeilla, to fee
whereto all this tends :—1It tends, Prifcilla, to your
inftruction. I would not have you fix too violent a
dependance on features.

Nor do I, Prifeilla, eftimate you acgording to your
wealth,  Certain it is, that your father left you rich.
But T wilh you were not fo fafcinated with thefe pof-
{cMions. I heard you talk in fuch raptures of a new
coach, and new diamonds, that I am much afraid you
are far gone in the fripperies of life.

A fight fever would foon fhew you the impotency
of gold, and it would diveft you of all the trappings, in
which you have waatonly dreffed the fineft fet horfes
in the univerfe.

Every thing T have mentioned is held on a fad te-
nure, even the tenure of a regular pulfe,

I think there is, under all your falfe ideas, a good
beart. Tis this, Prifeilla, which draws me towards
you. I think I could banifh the frailties that cling at
prefent about your affections. If you can bear me
after this letter, I fhall have a better opinion of yoa
than ever.  If you are offended, and take pet at it,

I fhall
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it is true 3 but then I fhall know by ex-
t your love was not worth feeking.
e {hould live very happy together, if yow
would but comply with my terms. = They are neither
difficult nor various. Firft, break your looking-glafs..
Secondly, turn all your poets out of doors.  Thirdly,.
throw their verfes into the fire: and laftly, make a
folemn vow never more to put your truft in metaphors
and comparifons, two curfed things ; which have done
more injury to young women than libertinifm itfelf..
‘What fay you? Will you agree to thefe conditions,,

nd take to vour bofom, without either lace on his
coat, poetry in his head, or puppyifin at his heart,
Your old friend, and

humble fervant,

PETER"P

C A P TRV

THE SPECIOUS LOVER.

ADY Bladen was left by the late Sir William in
L a very affluent fituation, with only two daughters,,
coheirefles to their father’s large eftates ; who, in cons
fequence of their pofleffions, and their profpe@s, 25 their
mother had difeouraged all overtures, towards a fecond
marriage, had many’ admirers, and received many ad-
drefles.  Several men made propofals whe had fair pre-
tenfions; and others who had no pretenfions at all,
from the feantine of their fortunes, endeavoured, by
their folicitudes and attentions, to make an imprefiion
upon their hearts: naturally fuppoling, that by gain-

ing
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ing their affe@ions, they might preclude a very minute
enquiry into their rent-rolls.

Mifs Bladen, the eldeft, was a very fine figure ; fhe
had a pair of f{parkling eyes, and an animated com-
plexion.  Emilia, the younger fifter, was a lefs regular,
but, perhaps, a more pleafing beauty upon the whole,
as there was a very affeéting expreflion of {enfibility
in her countenance ; which was indeed, a very exact
pifture of her mind, a mind amiable in the higheft de-

ree.

As the fortunes of thefe two filters were equal, they
had an equal number of men in their train, defirous of
being united to them ; but not one of Emilia’s followers
had the good luck to make himfelf agreeable to her :
Sbe, on the other hand, became a very zealous advocate
for a Mr. Selwyn, who was paflionately attached to her
filter. Selwyn was every way deferving of the intereft
which Emilia took in his affairs ; but while /be exprefled.
herfelf warmly in his favour, Maria treated him with a
levity which gave him an infinite deal of difquiet.
When fhe firft encouraged him, indeed, fhe really pre-
ferred him to the rclt of her followers? yet fhe was
fond of flirting with every other man who came in her
way, and at length became fo particular to a Mr. John-
fon, with whom fhe commenced an acquaintance at
Southampton, that Selwyn grew ferioufly alarmed ;
and as a man who is in a reftlefs, agitated flate, is fel-
dom fo ageeable, or capable of rendering himfelf fo,
as he whofe heart is perfetly at eafe, Johnfon had
greatly the advantage over him. By rallying him,
therefore, before Mifs Bladen, and laughing at him,
with her, when he was abfent, he made her {ee him in
a lefs pleafing light; in a very little time, he fet her
entirely againft Lim, and recommended Aim/felf to her
fo firongly, that {he began to difcover every kind of
contempt for Selwyn, while fhe gave his rival all the
reafon in the world to believe fhe liked him.

Johnfon
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Johnfon availing, himfelf of Maria’s animating beha-
viour to him, of all her apparent prepofleflions in his
favour, made his conrt to her with fo much fuccefs,
that Lady Bladen in a fhort time perceived that fhe
was more partial to him than to Selwyn, and many
other gentlemen who folicited her confent.

Johnfon, with an unaffeéted careleflnefs about him,
had, however, the moft infinuating manaers to be con-
ceived : with thofe manners he made himfelf extremely
careffed by all ranks and clafles of people ; with thofe
manners, an handfome perfon, ‘and an uncommon tafle
in drefs, he was an alluring figure in the eyes of Maria,
at leaft, who was too much prejudiced by his appear=
ance, and almoft as vain of having her lover thought a
fine fellow, as fhe was of being reckoned a fine woman
herfelf.  Selwyn, it is true, was elegantly formed, and
had a very intelligent face 5 but he was not altogether
fo ftriking : a peculiar delicacy of difcernment was ne-
ceffary to find out his excellencies. However, with all
his amiable qualities, qualities for which he "was to be
highly valued, he was keenly fufceptible of jealoufy,
Maria gave him caufe, indeed: yet had he made ufe
of hisreafon, he muft have been fenfible that a woman
of fuch a capricious, changeable difpofition, could not
be a defirable chara&er, could not merit the affection
he felt for her. Having complained to her, one day,
of her negle of him, and of her encouraging behaviour
to Johnfen, in gentle language ; he received fo unwel-
come an anfwer, that he was ftimulated to proceed i
a more ungentle ftyle. He told her, in very plain terms,
raifing his voice, that fhe had ufed him ill by negle&-
ing Jim for a new admirer, who could not, he was well
affured, love her better than ke did, and who did'not,
he believed, love her half fo well.

Mifs Bladen, naturally haughty and impatient of
controul from any perfon, efpecially from a man whom
fhe looked upon as hound in duty to fubmit to Jer plea=

fure,
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fure, replied with a fierté, which was neither becoming
in ber, or pleafing to her lover.  Tn confequence of this
treatment, he began to coniider what advaitages Johna
fon pofleffed to make himn fo formidable a rival. e
allowed him all the fuperior advantages of drefs, which
he thought of little importance ; as any man who paid
the fame attention to the embeilithment of bLis pesfon,
might, he believed, make as good an appearance ; and
he at the fame time was of opinion, that the woman
captivated by that fort of perfonal merit (if it deferved
the name, as every coxcomb in town might aequire it)
difcovered a very weak underflanding. In the next
place he confidered, that he had never heard any thing
either of Johnfon’s family, or eftate: he, therefore,
concluded, that he was not a man of birth or fortune 3
and that he paid his addrefles to Mifs Bladen with the
moft mercenary views. However, as he did not ima-
gine he fhould talk with her to any purpofe, upon a,
fubject to which fhe apparently had a confiderable aver-
fion, he applied to Emilia for information. She told
him, immediately, that fhe knew very little about Mr.
Johnfon ; adding, that fhe did not believe her mother or
ier fifter knew much more concerning him. ¢ His fpe-
cious appearance and behaviour,” continued fhe, “ have
fo taken their fancies, that I imagine they have never
troubled their heads with making enquiries into the
truth of what you have related, I recolle&, indeed,
that. he has mentioned his being of an Irifh family ;
and I fuppole, that my mother muft have had a fatis-
faCtory account of him : without fuch an account fhe
would not, furely, have permitted him to vifit my fifter
fo often, and to appear with her in public.”

Selwyn, ftill too much in love with Maria to be fo
eafily fatisfied as Lady Bladen was with what fhe might
have heard about Johnfon, began to think that he was
one of the Society of Gentlemen from Ireland, who,
being rather in flrait circumitances, endeavour to im-

prove
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prove their fituations by marrying women of fortune.
Prompted by this conjeéture, he wrote over toa friend
he had in that kingdom, fent hima full length of John-
fon, and begged to be informed if he knew any thing *
of Aim, and of his conneQions. He alfo fet his own
fervant to get all the intelligence he poflibly could in
town, of the fame kind. 'T'he latter foon brought him
word, that Mr. Johnfon was only a hair-drefier, who
went over to France to improve himfelf in his profeffion,
and who being expert at catching the manners as well
as the fafhions of the country, became fo clever at his
bufinefs, and had fo genteel an addrefs, that a young
Englifh nobleman making the tour of Italy, took him
into his fuite. ¢ By rendering himfelf ufeful to his
lordfhip,” continued Harry, ¢ he not only reaped
the fruits of his generofity, by the pofleffion of niore
money and clothes than he had ever been mafter of be-
fore, but he alfo got anew fet of notions in his head,
and fancied that if he could draw in any girl with a
good fortune, he might live as genteelly as the man of
quality whom he ferved. Accerdingly, he quitted his
maflter, returned to England, fet up for himfelf, and
chofe Southampton for his field of ation, as it hap-
pened to be pretty full ; not doubting but that he
fhould recommend him{elf to fome woman, who had
a fortune fufficient to make himfelf eafy for life. Mifs
Bladen was the firft lady who fell in his way at a ball.
He was dreft au dernier gout, being juft arrived from
Paris ; and as he had there taken lefions from the moft
celebrated mafters in dancing, fencing, &c. he exhibited
himfelf in fo favourable a point of view, that moft of
the ladies feemed defirous to have him for a partner:
but having informed himfelf that Mifs Bladen had
£. 20,000, and that Lady Blad®h was not fo ftrict as
{fome mothers would have been who had two fuch
daughters under her care, he contrived to dance with
her, and made himfelf {o agreeable beth to Aer and her
mother,
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mother, that an acquaintance immediately commenced,
which foon grew into an intimacy, and from an inti-
macy into an apparent attachment.”

This information was fufficient for Selwyn: he
found, in a fhort time, that he had received a juit ac-
count, and he thought it highly neceffary to avail him-
felf of it, and chofe the manner of deteftion when his
vival was met in company, not only with Mifs Bladen,
but with her mother and fifter.

Coming in one afternoon, he found his rival fitting
with the two fifters, and Lady Bladen, in the drawing
room ; and foon after his entrance began to charge
him with being an impoftor, who had, by his fpccious
appearance, deceived the family he was then with, by
making them believe that he was a man of fathion and
fortune, when he knew he was only a hair-dreffer.

Lady Bladen and Emilia ftarted at the accufation :
the former looked exceedingly alarmed. The pre-
tended Johnfon affected a careleflnefs and compofure,
which would have been, he hoped, powerful enough to
prove his innocence, Maria, feeing him fo unembar-
rafled, concluded that he could not poffibly be the per-
fon Selwyn endeavoured to make them belicve he was,
and joined in his affected laugh. His mirth, however,
was foon checked. On Lady Bladen’s earncltly defir-
ing Sclwyn to tell her how he procured this intellisence,
and whether it was properly authenticated ; he afTured
her that fhe might depend upon it, and gave a circum-
ftantial account of what he had heard. Johnfon, now
extremely difconcerted, on finding that Sclwyn was
mafter of every particular relating to his adventures,
rofe up, difcovered the greateft agitation, and attempted
to bully Selwyn : he attually went fo far as to give him
the lie dire@.  Selwyn then took him by the fhoulders,
and very fairly kicked him out of the room. When he
had difmiffed him in this ignominious manner, he {cated
himfelf in his place, by Mifs Bladen, and afked her how

Z the,
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the, as a2 woman' of {pirit, could encourage fo tame 2
lover ; laughmg at hu ho, with much ax(_l nefs, but
great good-numom upor her having been fo eafily dup-
f:d She made no reply, but pou sted and locked fullen.
Lady Bladen then hoping to give a cheerful turn to
the converfation, which had bu.n difagreeably ferious,
faid, ¢ Come, Maria, think no more of this worthlefs
impoftor : we are all liable to be miftaken in a character
fomctlmes ; we are not the firft family who have been
impofed upon: let us be thankful that the man who
has deceived us all has been difcovered in time ; let us,
as we ought, be particulatly grateful to Mr. Selwyn
for our prefervation, whem you can beft reward, my
dear, by giving him your hand, and promifing to be
Lis? < Mr. Selwyn, madam,” replied Maria haugh-
tily, ¢ withed to ferve nobody but himfelf, and is
therefore as much interefted as any other man.” I
agree with you, Mifs Bladen,” anfwered Selwyn, ¢ I
am o far interefted as never to make that woman my
wife who defpifes me ; efpecially while I dare hope
(Lummg to Emilia, and taking her hand) that there
is one who will not refufe my folicitations to accept of
a heart, which, on my firft acquaintance with- the fa-
mily, would have been hers, had I not; from her ex-
treme diffidence, been kept ignorant @f her infinite
merit.””  This unexpected addrefs furprifed all the
three lacies ; but it had a different effe¢t upon each of
them. Maria, though fhe had ufed Selwyn ill, was
much hurt at his preferring her fifter ; while that fif-
ter, who had long loved him, but who had endeavour-
ed to conceal her fentiments, thinking him engaged to
Maria, felt herfelf ready to expire with joy to find
the man whom fhe had for a counfiderable time tenderly
efteemed, ready to make her completely happy. As
for Lady Bladen, who began to be exceedingly dif-
turbed at the behaviour of her eldeft daughter to the
man who had merited a very different treatment, and

of
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of whofe intrinfic value the was now become more fen-
fible than ever;. fhe rejoiced to fee that fhe had ftill a
daughter to beftow upon him, as a recompence for his
faving the other from her being fatally conneCied with
a fharper.,

bielale alelelelilala e simnield

CRl AP LXWIL
'FRICNDSHIP IMPROVED INTO LOVE.

1 | &
HERE the light cannot pieree, in a grove of talltrees, ;
With my )fair one as blooming as May,
Undifturt’d by all found bus the fighs of the breeze,
Let me pafs the kot roon of the day.
1L

When the fun, lefs intenfe, to the ewelward inclinzs,
For the meadaws the groves we'll forfake,
And fee the rays dance, as inverted be fbines,
On th: fidee of forx river o-lake :
» -
Where my fairefland I, on its verge @s cve pafs,
(For tis fbe that muff Kl ke my theme)
Our fhadows may view on the avatery glafe,
While the jifb are ai play in the fiream.
¥

May the berds ceafe to loww, and the lamblins to bleat,
Wehen fbe fings me fome repturous firain ;
Al be filent and bufb’d, unlefs echo repeat
The kind words and frecet founds Fack again !
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N
And awhen ave return to our cottage at night,
Hand in hand as we Sfauntering flray,
Let the moon’s_filver beams through the leavves give us lighty
Fuf dire@ us, and chequer our away :
‘7

Let the nightingale warble its notes in our awalky
As thus gently and flowly awe move 3
Andlet no fingle thought be exprefs’d in our talk,
But of friendfbip improIv’([ into love.

VII

Thus enchanted each day with thefe rural delights,
And fecure from ambitions alarms,

Soft love and repofe fball divide all our nights,
nd each morning fball rife with new charms.

P OO

CHA P LXVIIL

TWO VERY SINGULAR FEMALE CHARACTERS DEs
SCRIEED }

IN A LETTER TO A LITERARY GENTLEMAN.

¥ i "THOUGH the rife of many fatirical portraits
may not appear chvious to every reader, yet I

know not whether they may not be produdtive of fa-
- lutary effefts 5 as the expofing of vice and abfurdity
tids the faireft for fuccefs, men being fooner laughed
than reafoned out of their fcllies. It feems, however,
extraordinary, 3f not paradoxical, that men of the po-
liteft education, and greateft aflluence, fhould fuffer
themfelves to be hurried along the fiream of folly, and
diffipation, and by an improper ufe of their authority
fhould
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fhould render themfelves of no eflimation in the eyes
of their fervants and domeftics, whom though they
may frighten by their tyranny, can never force to ye=
verence and efteem them.

The ladies too (though with due reverence to the
worthier part of them) exceed if poffible the other
fex, in every fpacies of impertinence and inconfifteacyy
When the mind is immerfed in folly ard diflipation, it
is fcarcely credible to think to what laagths of abfur-
dity we may be driven. I have fpent the greateft por-
tion of time in what are called the politeft families
but, alas? they are only called {o, as many of them,
through a ridiculous imperious conduét, fink themfclves
greatly below what they call plebeian.  As they moft
certainly conceive themiclves of a fuperior order of be-
ings, it feems altogether unaccountable to me that they
thould not endeavour to attuin to perfections, that would
give fome colour to their chim to this diitinguifhed
pre-eminence : but, from the general tenor of their
eondudt, they feem to affe® imperfeftions and ab-
furdities to attain that charaer. But as fadts are al-
ways more ftriking than the moft fevere reprchenfions
to reprove viee, I fhall give you a fketch of the cha-
ralters of two ladies whom I had the honor to ferve,
or, in other words, whofe rigorous mandites I was
compelicd to execute, and whofe imperious behavionr
1 was neceflitated to endure.

My firft miftrefs, who was'a widow, was one whe
had adopted it as an undenicble truth, that thofe whon
fhe ftyled the valgar, were only to be confidered os her
vaffals or flaves 3. and her condut has evinced her at-
tachment o thefe principless  The firft three weeks
after I entercd the fervice, I {cldom faw this moderm
fultanefs, bat received my ovders from anoth:c po:fon.
I was in fome hopes that ray fervices wowld be ren-
dered fomewhat more tolerable by my ading uodar
sonmilion ; but I was deccivid.. It feems her elfof@

Lz om
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fon (who was about feventeen years of age, 2 mimite
puny dwarf about four feet high) had reprefented to
his mother, that I had dared one evening, in fummer, to
requelt Liis going to bed at elevens  Her highnefs gave
me to underftand, that gentleman (meaning her fcara-
mouch) was not to be infulted by creatures like me:
that her fon fhould go to bed when he pleafed, unlefs
perfons of confequence gave orders to the contrary.
Woas her fen to be ordered by the fcum of the earth?
Bhe then commanded this minute gentleman in my bear=
ing, not to {peak to, or make the leaft familiarity with
fuch loww wretches. This was followed by a ftern look
at me, accompanied with a dreadful menace what fhould
be the confequence of my future temerity.

This infatuated woman was fo confummately ambi-
tious as to order me to take the mop and fcour the
place wherein ‘any vifitor happened to ftand while
{peaking to her, although his or her feet were as clean
asthe boards themfelves. This piece of audacity was,
1 fuppofe, to intimate, that fhe would not fit near
the place which was polluted by the feet of any other
perfon.  This inftance of the extravagance of human
vanity and abfurdity may perhaps be difputed by many,
but it is as true as I now grafp this pen with which I
write. It were meedlefs to recount all the imperti-
nences fhe daily teafed me with. Suffice it to know,
that I laboured to pleale her, but found it impoffible
the was «a peft to Irer own happirefs, and envied that
any other mortal fhould fhare any peace. She was how-
ever taken off in‘a few hours illnefs, and left this world
in the greateft horror and defpair.

My fecond miftrefs was one who was nearly as proud
aas the former, but it confifted chiefty in a wviolent pai-
fion for drefs and equipage. .And in this particular
the was often mortified to {fuch a degree as to overpower
‘her fenfes, ‘and throw her into fits. -An inftance of
this I dhall now relate. Beingon a vifit to 2 neigh-

bouring
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Bouring lady (with whom my miftrels was ever vying
for fplendour) the afternoon was fpent with the ufual
gaicty, when, on leaving the drawing room, my miftrefs
happened to brufh againft the head cook-maid, who
appeared remarkably elegant, in a neat light-grounded
flowered chintz. My miftrefs was flruck with her ap-
pearance, and eying her earneftly, ¢ Jenny,” fhe cried,
“ reach me the lavender 1” and immediately fell down
into a fwoon. After having recovered herlelf, fhe or-
dered her chair to be got ready with all imaginary
expedition. After we got home, fhe called me up to
her :  Jenny,” fhe faid, witha voice interrupted with
a tremulous accent, “ did you obferve the creatare’s in-
folence ! Unpin me?”” ¢ La, Madam,” faid I, ¢ what
is it offends your Ladyfhip ?” ¢ Offends! Such info-
lence is not to be borne ! a chintz too? 1 thall die with
indignation.”  *“Mrs. Sufan’s gown you mean, I fup-
pofe, Madam,” faid I.—¢ Mrs. Sufan! filthy trollop!
Mrs. Sufan ! ha! ha! ha! Here take this (giving me
the gown) 5 you will now be as fine as that minx. Well!
1 never met with fo audacious an affront before. Had
Lady Ge——t informed me fhe had thrown her gown
to that wretch, ’twould have been fome fatisfaction :
but to fuffer the creature to wear it in my prefence,
before I had caft mine, *twas intolerable.”—¢ Marry,”
thought I, ¢ if you fhould receive fuch affronts every
day, provided they terminated thusin my favour, I
care not.”’

This night was, however, an irkfome one to me. Tt
was her cuftom to have me to comb her hair a full hour
every night before fhe went to fleep, or rather it was
my bufinefs to lull herto fleep with combing. Four-
teen different combs were each night fucceflively ap-
plied to her hair with affiduous labour ; but this night
avas marked for my having to beftow five full hours in
the painful talk. Oftendid I reft my wearied arms,
aud.as aftea did I renew the palnful talk. At Lt 1

gat
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got her to fleep, and lifting her into bed, found meang
to creep to my own. Her anger too was moft ungo-
vernable, and arofe on the moft trivial occafions, nay
fometimes from no occafion at all. One day (after
having laid the cloth for dinner) the bcll rang with
more than ordinary quicknefs ; I flew to my miftrefs,
who, as foon as I entered, darted her eyes (which
beamed with fire) full upon ine, and, without {peaking
one word,, fnatched one of the forks from the table,
which fhe threw with fuch violence, that, as I turned’
to fhun the blow, it ftruck me on the backfide of my
head, and ftuck there—I was in fuch terror that I ran
as far as the kitchen with the fork in my head, not
having prefence of mind to draw it out again, which
was done by the butler, who fivore I looked like Lady
Macbeth in the tragedy. If{aw herno more that day,
but next morning I was recompenfed with a brocade
filk gown, very little worfe for the wear; I was, how~-
ever, for fome days exceedingly fore. Her temper,
' notwithftanding this, broke out as violent as ever, not
many days after, ona very trivial occafion. It wete
endlefs to recount the maiy bruifes and ftrokes I re-
<eived in her fervice. Suflice it to know, that ina fewr
years afterthis javelin affair, fhe died of a furfeit of
Tampreys.

I fhall now clofe this narrative (which I could
lengthen out much farther). with obferving, that, from:
the fketches already drawn, you may be enabled to.
judge what fatisfaction thofe minds enjoy, who aré too:
proud, or rather too filly, to make ufe of the means
that would make them beloved by their fecvants, and:
enjoy in themielves the tranquillity that is infcparable:
from humility and virtue.

CH AR
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@ H P LXIX;

DR. SCHOMBERG’S METHOD OF READING FOR FE=
MALE IMPROVEMENT.

IN A LETTER TO A LADY.
MADAM,

CONFORMABLE to your defire, and my pro-
mife, I prefent you with a few thoughts on the
method of reading ; which you would have had fooner,
only that you gave me leave to fet them down at my
leifure-hours. I have complied with your requeft in
both thefe particulars ; fo that you fee, Madam, how
abfolute your commands are over me. If my remarks
fhould anfwer your expetations, and the purpofe for
which they were intended ; if they fhould in the leaft
conduce to the fpending your time in a more profitable
and agreeable manner than moft of your fex generally
do, it will give me a pleafure equal at leaft to that you
will receive.

It were to be withed that the female part of the hu-
man creation, on whom Nature has poured out fo many
charms with fo lavith a hand, would pay fome regard
to the eultivating their minds and improving their un-
derftanding. It is eafily accomplithed. Would they
beltow a fourth part of the time they throw away on
the trifles and gewgaws of drefs, in reading proper
books, it would perfeétly anfwer their purpofe. Not
that T am againft the ladies adorning their perfons ; let
them be fet off with all the ornaments that art and na-
ture can confpire to produce for their embellifhment,
but let it be with reafon and good fenfe, not caprice
and humour ; for there is good fenfe in drefs, as in

all
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all things elfe. Strange doétrine to fome ! B[‘»}t 'I am
fure, Madam, you krow there is— You praétife it.

The firft rule to be laid down to any one vr'ho reads
to improve, is never to read but with attention. As
the abftrufe parts of learning are not neceflary to the
accomplifhment of one of your fex, a fmall degree of it
will fuffice. I would throw the fubjects of which the
ladies ought not to be wholly ignorant under the fol-
lowing heads :

HISTORY——MORALITY—POETRY.

The firft employs the memory j; the fecond, the judg-
ment ; and the third, the imagination,

Whenever you undertake to read Hiftory, make a
{mall abftradt of the memorable events; and fet down
in what year they happened. If you entertain your-
felf with the life of a famous perfon, do the fame by
his moft remarkable a&ions, with the addition of the
year and the place he was born at and died. You will
find thefe great helps to your memory, as they will lead
you to remember what you do not write down, by a
{ort of chain that links the whole hiftory together.

Books on Morality deferve an exact reading. There
are none in cur language more ufeful and entertaining
than the SpeQators, Tatlers, and Guardians. They
are the ftandards of the Englith tongue, and as fuch
thould be read over and over again ; for as we Imper-
ceptibly flide into the manners and habits of thofe per-
fons with whom we moft frequently converfe, {o read-
ing being, asit were, afilent converfation, we infenfi-
bly write and talk in the ftyle of the authors we have
the moft often read, and who have left the deepeft im-
preflions on our mind. Now, in order to retain what
you read on the various fubjects that fall under the head
of morality, I would advife you to mark with a pen-

cik
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¢l whatever yon find worth remembering. If a paf-
fage ftrike you, mark it down in the margin; if an
expreffion, draw 2 Jine under it ; if a whole paper in
the fore-mentioned books, or any others which are
written in the fame loofe and uwiconnefted manner,
make an afterifk over the fict lIne. By thefe means
you will feleét the moft valuable, and they will fink
deeper in your memory than the reft, on repeated read-
ing, by being diftinguifthed from them.

The lalt article is poetry. The way of diftinguifh-
ing good poetry from bad, is to turn it out of verfe
into profe, and fee whether the thought is natural, and
the words adapted to it ; or whether they are not too
big and founding, or too low and mean for the fenfe
they would convey. This rule will prevent you from
being impofed on by bombatt and fultian, which with
many pafles for fublime ; for fmooth verfes which run
off the ear with an eafy cadence, and harmonious turn,
very often impofe nonfenfe on the world, and are like
your fine drefled beaux, who pafs for fine gentlemen.
Diveft both from their outward ornaments, and people
are {urprifed they could have been {o eafily deluded.

I have now, Madam, given a few rules, and thofe

*fuch only as are really neceflary. I could have added
more ; but thefe will be {ufficient to enable you to read
without burdening your memory, and yet with another
view befides that of barely killing time, as too many
are accuftomed to do.

The tafk you have impofed on me, is a {trong proof
of your knowing the true value of time, and always
having improved it to the beft advantage, were there
no other ; and that there are other proofs, thofe who
have the pleafure of being acquainted with you can tell.

As for my part, Madam, you have done me too
much honour, by fingliny me out from all your ac-
quaintance on this occafion, to fay any thing that

would not look like flattery ; you yourfelf would think
it
»
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it fo, were Ito do you the common juftice all your
friends allow you': I muft therefore be filent on this
head, and only fay, that I fhall think myfelf well re.
warded in return, if you will believe me to be, with the
utmott fincerity, as I really am,

Mapawm,
Your faithful

humble fervant,

1. SCHOMBERG.

IC A AT P TUX

THE SEQUESTERED LOVER.

E awild waving woods, that now clofing your fhade,
Now aantonly parting, difport awith the beam ;
Thou rivery whofe current refrefhes the mead ;
And you, ye rude ruins that ﬁadow bis flream :

Ze flocks that hang awhite on the fide of yon hill ;
Ye herds who beneath crop the grafs of the vale ;
Ze that chirp in the hedge, or fkim light on the rill,

Or fluttering, give your gay wing to the gale :

Saveet infpirers of thought ! and thou faveeteft, thou Dowve,
Whofe filver plumes fbine thra’ the boughs of the tree,
Efcap’d from the vage, and away from the love,
All filent and fad, a companion to me !

Ak
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/
Ab ! why, as I gaze on the landfeape around,
Why [uddenly /’arﬂ the fond icar to my eye 2
Tho’ [miling each objedl, and cheerful each found,

Why fleals from my bofom the forrowing figh ?

Enchant the fabr fcenes, till envaptur’d I find
That fweetef? oblivion the Mi ufes beftonv,

Till the funfbine that gilds you  hall heighten my mind,
And my fancy forgets that my heart has a woe !

8o free may ye flourifh, fair [icnes as ye rife,
8o flill be your charms by fimplicity grac’d,

In native luxuriance fbill pleafe and furprife,
Nor by folly e fafbion’dy nor tortur’d by tafle.

So wwhen the glad feafons their bleffings Shall yield,
And Ceres enrich you, and Flora adorn, |
May the labourer’s laugh echo koud in the feld,
And the breexe whifper [oft thro’ the m? lowing corn 3

And [o wohen the evening’s mild, glories decline,
And fade from the fby the lafl blufbes of light,

Unfullicd and cloudlefs may Crntiia fbine
Lre yet you are hid by the envious night.

And awhilft her fair form ghitiers bright in the - flood,
And fbeds on its bofom a tremulous ray,

Tips the top of the hill, gilds the gloom of the wood,
And fo_ﬁm.lr each beauty that ggm"d in the day ;

« In fuch a night,” Jollowing Philomel’s voice,
As fbe fings her Jweet fong to the liftening airy
Seq;;ﬂer’d from crowds, or by chance or by choice,

0 this bower, fbould fome gentle [pirit repair :

Aa Whilp
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Whilft tendernefs Lreathes in the nightingale’s fIraim,
To tendernefs tun’d as delighted they flray, -

This verfe may they fee, if this verfe fhould remain,
Nor heedlefsly turn from a wanderer’s lay.

Perhaps they awill deem him neglected, forlorn,
As they mark hozv his numbers all flow ;

Of Furtune the [pori, or Beauty the fcorn,
Conjecture his forrow, and pity his woe.

C H- AP LXK

THE HISTORY OF PHILOCLES AND PANTHEA.

HE celebrated duke de la Rochefoucault has dif-
covered, in his Moral Refletions, a profound
knowledge of the human heart ; but none of his max-
ims appear to me to be more juit than the following :
¢ Abfence may extinguifh weak paffions; but it
adds new force to the ftrong ; juft as the wind which
puts out a little fire, makes a great one burn- with
double fury.”

The juftnefs of this obfervation will appear evidently
from the following ftory, the truth of which I can
vouch for, and the probability of which nobody will
call in queftion.

Philocles, a young gentleman of a confiderable for-
tune, and remarkable for his perfonal beauty, was dif-
tinguifhed from the moft of his age and condition by a
fingular turn of charaéter. He looked upon love as a
paffion fo- dangerous, that he formed a refolution to
fhun every woman that had infpired him with a grow-
ing paffion. It was cuftomary with him to argue in
this manner : Pleafure refembles fire ; at a certain dif-

tance
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tance it warme us ; but we cannot make a near approach
without being burned.

Philocles, having made his determination, behaved
in fuch a manner to the ladies, that he foon acquired
the reputation of a Daffodil as he did not appear to
give any preference to one above another. However
as his indifference was owing to principle, and not
conftitution, it did mot long continue. It foon gave
way to the prevailing charms of Florinda ; and Philo-
cles, unknown to himfelf, behaved to her often in fuch
a particular manner, as drew upon her the envy of moft
of her female acquaintance, and was to her a matter of
the higheft triumph. Her joy, however, was foon
turned into forrow, when fhe was informed that Philo-
cles was gone to France, thinking the air of Paris might
have efficacy enough to cure him of his love ; an opi-
nion in which he was not deceived.

Philocles, after a few months refidence in that gay

. place, which feems to be confecrated to pleafure, and
feveral intrigues with ladies of fathion, whofe fentiments
agreed exaétly with his, and who confidered love as a
tranfient amufement, which fhould never be carried to
a ferious attachment, returned to England, and heard,
with the utmolt indifference, that Florinda had in his
abfence been married to a peer. This intelligence did
not difpleafe him, as he was now fecare from her re-
proaches.

Philocles, with a heart entirely difengaged, refumed
his former courfe of life, and gave himfelf up entirely
to pleafure and diffipation. But foon a firflt-rate beauty
effcted what one of an inferior order could not do.
Punthea, the luftre of whofe eyes could be equalled by
nothing but the gracefulnefs and majelty of her perfon,
foon excited emotions in the breaft of Philocles, which
though much ﬂ:ronger than thofe which he had felt
hefore, fo far bore a refemblance to them, that he

could
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could~eafily perceive the traces of his former paffion,
and therefore refolved to be upon his guard.

He, however, could not immediately refolve to de-

prive himfelf of the pleafurc of feeing and converfing
with Panthea, and every new interview contributed to
add new fewel to the flame of love, with which his heart
now glowed, which throbbed in all his veins. Each
time he faw Panthea appeared to him the firft; and it
is highly probable he would have entirely forgot his
refolution, had it not been for a weaknefs which no
ran 1is entirely free from. He could not ftand the
ridicule of his circle of acquaintance, before whom he
tad often declared his intentions, and boafted of his
refolution to adt in confequence.  Falfe fhame had as
much influence over Philocles as over moft mer. e
immediately refolved to abfent himfelf, and accordingly
went to Venige. But the image of his dear Panthea
could not fo exfily be effaced from his mind. Her
idea haunted him both day and night ; and this, with
the fenfe of his own weaknefs, in facrificing real hap-
pinefs to the opinion of men unworthy of his efteem,
had fuch an effeft on him, that he was feized with a
violent fever. His life was almoft defpaired of; and
it is probable he would not have recovered, had not a
refolution which he inftantly formed to return to Eng-
land, and the hope of feeing his beloved Panthea again,
contributed more to reftore Lis health than all the afif-
tance cf his phyficians.
. Upen his return to England, Panthea, who had
taken offence at his inconfiftancy, for fome time declined
feeing bim ; but being foon after informed that he was
fallen dangeroufly ill, her paffion took the afcendant,
and fhe went to fee iim. Philocles was in a fhort time
reftored to health, and owed his recovery entircly to
Panthea’s vifits, which were very frequent.

Panthea, having thus difcovered her heart, made no
longer any difficulty te admit the addreffes of Phi-

locles
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cles and in a few months afterwards they were mar-

ried. Philocles is now become an example of conftancy

and his attachment to Panthea is equal to the ardour
of her affeétion for him.

S

CHA T EXXIT

THE DEATHS OF LUCRETIA AND VIRGINIA.

HE force of prejudice appears in nothing more
ftrongly than in the encomiums which have been
lavithed upon Lucretia, for laying viclent hands npon
herfelf, and Virginius, for killing his own daughter.
T'hefe actions {%em to derive all their glory from the
revolutions to which they gave rife, as the former oc-
cafioned the abolition of monarchy amongit the Ro-
mans, and the latter put an end to the arbitrary power
of the decemviri. But if we lay afide our prepofleffions
for antiquity, and examine thef: actions without pre-
judice, we cannot but acknowledge, that they are ra-
ther the effects of human weaknefs and obitinacy than
of refolution and magnanimity.  Lucretia, for fear of
worldly cenfure, chofe rather to fubmit to the lewd
defires of Tarqoin, than have it thought that fhe had
been ftabbed in the embraces of a flave ; which {utfi-
ciently proves, that all her boafted virtue was founded
upon vanity, and too high a value for' the opinion of
mankind. The younger Pliny, with great reafon, pre-
fers to this famed ation that of a woman of low birth,
whofe hufband being feized with an incurable diforder,
chofe rather to pcri{ﬁ with him than furvive him.  The
action of Avria is likewife much more noble, whofe
hufband, Petus, being condemned to death, plangeda
dagger in her breait, and told him, with a dying voice,
Kaz “ Petus

s e e .ﬂ
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‘¢ Pewtus, it is not painful.” But the death of Lucre-’
tia gave rife to a revolution, and is therefore become
hlaﬁ tous 3 though, as St. Auguftine Juﬁly obferves, it
is only an inftance of the weaknefs of a woman, too
{clicitous about the opinion of the world.

Virginius, in killing his daughter, to preferve her
from falimg a victim to the luft of the decemvir Clau-
dius, was guilty of the higheft rathnefs ; fince he 'might
certainly have gained the people, already irritated
againfk the tyrant, without embruing his handsin his
own blood. 'This ation may indeed be extenuated, as
Virginius flew his daughter from a falfe principle of
honour, and did it to preferve her from what both he
and fhe thought worfe than death ; namely, to preferve.
her from violation : but though it may in fome mea-
fure be excufcd, it {hould not certainly be praifed or
admired

CELA P X XTIT.,

T L S TUBY

AN ORIENTAL STORY.

N early times, before the Chriftian facrafice had

taken from evil {pirits their power to hurt mankind,
a matron of the Eaft, followed by two fair dau'rhters,
went to the fhore of the tempeftuous fea, to fuppllcate
the fabled Neptune. ¢ Thou, powerful God, who
fwallowedft up the father, fpare the fon! Lo ! I fub-
mit. The widow fands refigned ; but hear the mo-
ther.” Her bare knees preffed the rock, fhe bowed
before the wave that roared againft it ; and as fhe prayed,
fhe paid the angry deity the tribute of her tears, The
; fea
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fea had robbed her of her lord ; but piety had tanght
her refignation.  She kiffed the beach again, and was
departing ; when there appeared upon the rifing wave,
ere@ and unconcerned, a human figure ; the habit fpoke
her female : age fat upon her brow, but free from all
infirmities, commanded only reverence ;5 her dry feet
fioated on the water’s furface ; her filver hair played
negligently in the ftorm ; her hand was on her heart,
her eyes on heaven. The daughter fhrieked ; the pa-
rent knew the form as it approached, and bending to
the earth, hailed the Erythrean Sibyl.

She waved her hand ; and the fea ceafed its tumult :
¢« Amia,” faid fhe, ¢ thy virtue has reached heaven.—
Danger is near ? Children remember | —The virtue of a
daughter is obedience : the brighteft jewel in a virgin’s
crown, is modefty !””  She vanithed. The fea refumed
its roaring, and the broad fun was now half funk be-
neath the billows.

No moon could light them homeward : the fea-ftorm
brought its thuuder to the land; and as they ftood
behind a ruined tower for fhelter from its fury, they
heard the muttered founds of midnight rites, and horrid
incantations—a gleam of lightning {hewed at once the
place. 'Within an ample circle, furrounded by dark
grafs, the works of fancied faries, ftcod a decrepit
creature, bufied in his infernal facrafices ; nine times
he walked about the fatal circle, and cach blade black-
ened where his fell foot came : in the midft he raifed a
pile of moulderisg coffins, and of broken gibbits ; and
covered it with the heart of an old oak, juft rent by
thunder. Upon the heap he laid a human body, warm
from its fepulchre; and, with a blue flame which his
greath raifed from the ground, he lighted the ftrange

eap.

Till then the ceremonies were but feen imperfedtly,
as the interrupted flathings from the clouds gave op-
portunity ; now all was evident ; the infernal ceremony

thone
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fhone with its own light ; and as the flame advanced,
the hagged wizard walked his round, repeating fecret
prayers.

The flames diftinétly fhewed the body they were to
confume ; a youth of perfeét beauty, who feemed only
to fleep amidft the fire ; at length 1t reached him, and
they faw him burn, by flow degrees, to afhes ; then,
with a dreadful fhrick, the {forcerer leaped into the
fire ; a thick {fmoke rofe, darker than night, and fpread
itfelf abroad till it filled all the circle.  After a while
it cleared, and from the glowing embers of the fire
there rofe again the youth who had been burnt. Deep
mufic ifued from the circle’s verge, and to its folemn
notes the figure {low affended. The unwrinkled fore-
head and the rofy cheeks, the lips of coral and the
golden hair, rofe from the fhapelefs afhes in full beauty,
They turned: for modefty refufed their feeing more ;
but in a little time the mufic ceafed, and the new-born
youth came up, and ftocd before them, with an eafy
grace, clothed in an azure robe, ftudded with filver ftars.
The mother trembled ; for the Sibyl’s warning yet
rung in her affrighted ears. The daughters young and
unexperienced, {tood charmed with the youth’s beauty.
He told them he was Jove; he wooed them to his arms ;
and added, they fhould walk the Empyrean heaven.

The mother, bold in the Sibyl’s facred leffon, charged
him with impofture ; but the girls were ftill in raptures.
A cloudy chariot raifed them from the earth, and as
they rode along the air, they thought they had reached
the very height the flatterer promifed. 'They liftened
to his foothing words. The penfive mother frowned.
She told them pocts feigned ; for gods were holy. The
favour of the Sibyl gave her courage, and her maternal
Jove infpired a facred eloquence. They doubted as fhe
fpoke. At length the elder was convinced. She join-
ed her parent in her arguments ; but inconfiderate youth
betrayed the other. This told them ¢ Power was

power
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power, and fplendour fplendour: that he who could
thus waft them through the air, had all the might of
Jove ; and there could be no heaven if it were not
there prefent refidence.”

She gave her lily hand trembling, yet refolute, to
her new lover. The mother fhrieked, and funk upon
her knees, in vain. Aerial minifters ferved in a gay
repalt.  The lover and the loved fat down together.
The mother and her other child refufed. Ambrofia
was the food on plates of emeralds, and ne&ar fparkled
in the adamantine bowls. But nature pleaded; and
the favoured miftrefs would not be blefled except her
mother fhared. Anguilh tore the parent’s heart. She
would not fit 5 fhe begged her not to tafte ; and when
the fond girl doubted, charged her on her obedience.
But fhe was no more heard. The lover once again
invited both ; and when refufed, he frowned, and bade
them thirft, and pine for ever, in unpitied wretched-
nefs, and unregarded envy.

A dungeon now rofe in an obfcure corner of the
place. The mother and the daughter were thruft into
it by fiends. Heat burnt them up, and they were pe-
rithing with thirft, while the abandoned fifter, as fhe
drank her full bowl, called to them : ¢ Now who is in
the right ? Now tell me, is obedience to her or him
the better?” The fifter blufhed. 'The mother only
anfwered, ¢ See to morrow. ”’

Full revelry and joy prevailed at the detefted board :
the filter ftill invited, ftill defpifed it. ‘The mother
Fazcd on them with filent forrow. At length, a crim-
on canopy ftretched its wide curtains, and difclofed
the bridal bed. The pair advanced towards it ; and
new delpair gave once more the aflited parent words.
She prayed, and fhe Commanded ; both in vain. The
infatuated girl approached the bed, and the lover fol-
lowed. 'The {pirits difappeared, the velvet bed fhrunk
to a corner of a withered hedge. The fplendsur and

the
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the power at once were over. 'The youthful Jove now
ftood in his own form, a withered forcerer ; and at the
inftant appeared the Sibyl, leading in her hand the
{fovereign of the country. She told the ftory. She
took for ever from the wizard his former power of
magic; and gave the virtuous daughter to the king.
The mother faw her emprefs of the Eaft, while the
deluded difobedient remained, what the had made her-
felf, the bride of'beggary ard miferable age.

The leflon reaches all. The world zllures; and
youth is unexperienced. Obedience to a parent is the
path to happinefs. = Bleflings attend on this ; and mi-
fery never fails to accompany the other.

A B B TR
€A B LXXIV:
THOUGHTS ON THE EDUCATION OF WOMEN :
BY AN ANONYMOUS AUTHOR

HE education of men, and that of women, ought

to be condu&ted on the fame principles, fo far as

it relates to the vanity of both being directed to effen-

tial objeéts. In almoft every other refpeét, however,

there fhould be a difference.  One thing in particular

is to be cautioufly avoided in the latter, that is, raifing

the imagination, or fuffering them to do any thing
from paffion.

Born for a life of uniformity and dependence, what
they have occafion for is, reafon, fweetnefs, and fenfi-
bility, refources.agaiaft idlenefs and languor, moderate
defires, and no paffions.

Were it in your power to give them genius, it would
bhe almott always a ufelefs, and very often a dangerous

prefent
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prefent. It would, in general, make them regret the
{tation which Providence has affigned them, or have
recourfe to unjuftifiable ways to get from it. The
beft tafte for fcience only contributes to make them
particular. It takes them away from the fimplicity
of their domeftic duties, and from general fociety, of
which they are the lovlieft ornament.

Intended to be at the head of a houfe, to bring up
children, to depend on a mafter, who will occafionally
want their obedience and advice, their chief qualifica-
tions are to be the love of order, patience, prudence,
and right-mindednefs.

The more agreeable talents they can conne& with
thefe cardinal virtues ;—the more parts of learning
they have tafted the elements of,, fo as not to be entirely
fhut out of mixed converfation ;—the more relith they
have for proper and well chofen books ;—and the more
they are capable of reflecting, the better and happier
beings will they be.

Rouffeau fays, that the little cunning natural to
women ought not to be checked, becaufe they will
want it to captivate the men, on whom they depend.
This is a deteftable maxim. ' He might as well have
recommended diffimulation, and even open falfehood ;
for, deteftable as they are, they may likewife, at times,
ferve a turn.  But for one cafe, in which vice may be
ufeful, there are a thoufand in which it does harm. Nor
is there any thing that will weather every ftorm, fave
the habitual exercife of virtue. Befides, if there were
any vices, which it became a philofopher to recommend,
furely they fhould not be the loweft of all ;—thofe
which indicate the laft degree of corruption, both in
body and mind ;—thofe of which immediate felf-inter-
cft is the obje&.

Afterall, an artful woman may govern a weak and
narrow-minded man ; but fhe will never gain the efteem
and attachment of a man of fenfe.

CH A P
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G.H & P.. LXXV.

WEDDED LOVE IS INFINITELY PREFERABLE TO
VARIETY.

HA 1 L, wedded Love, myflerious law, true fource
Of buman offspring, Sfole propriety,
In Paradife of all things common elfe !

By thee adulf rous Iuft avas driven from men,
Ameng the beftial herds to range ; by thee,
Founded in reafony loyal, Jufts ond pure,
Relations deary and all the charities

of Sfathers Jons and brother, firfl were knoawn.

Thou art the fountain of domeflic Jweets,
Whofe bed is undefil’d and chafte pronoune’d.
Here Love his golden fhafts employs, here hights
His conflant lamp, and waves his purple wings,
Reigns here and revels 5 not in the bought fmile
Of harlots, lovelefs, joylefss unendear’dy
Cafual fruition 5 nor in court-amours,

Mix’d dance, or wanton mafe, or midnight ball,
Or ferenade, which the Slarved lover fings
To bis proud fair, befl quiited with difdain.

CHAP
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Cailg A P. ILX\"I.
THEMEEXELNARY L0V E R
i

A MORAL TALE.

HEN a woman of fortune happens to lask

with very favourable eyes (no uncommon cafe )
upon a man much inferior to her, though a gentleman,
in his circumftances, fhe naturally wifhes $0 fee an
equal degree of inclination in him to be united to her
for lifc ; to fse her paffion for him fincerely returned.—
Such a woman, however, is often afraid to give the
man to whom her heart is partial encouragement,
from an apprchenfion that he may be ready to avail
him{elf of her prepoffeflions in his behalf, merely to
improve his affairs, without feeling “theé flight=tpec-

fonal regard for her. Thefe withes and thefe appiea.

henfions are natural ; and if the latter are predominant,
the removal of them cannot but be defirable for ths
accomplifhment of the former. The woman in tha
above fuppofed fituation certainly aés with prudence,
by putting the affection of her lover to the teft before
fhe confents to be bound to him with the cords of
matrimony. If ever diffimulation is pardonable, it is
upon fuch an occafion ; and fhe who has recourfe to it
will rather deferve pity than cenfure, fhould her teft be
attended with difappointment.

Raifed to a fphere of life in which fhe never expe&t-
ed to fhine, from the humility of her birth, and the
ftraitnefs of her father’s finances, Emilia Lintoh en-
joyed herlarge fortgne like a woman of {pirit, and did
not, in the enjoyment of it, lofe fight of difcretion.
Having no relations, no perfons of either fex nearly
enough related to her to controul her a&ions, to talk to
her in a didaic ftyle, to dire& her condu, the difcre-

: Bb tion
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tion which fhe difcovered was the more remarkable, and
the more to be commended, when fhe came into the
polfeffion of it. The propricty of her behaviour, in
every {hape, was obferved with pleafure by all who had
a real clteem for her : by thofe among her female friends
who longed to make the fame figure in the world, and
who remembered her inferior to themfelves, with pain.
May not envy be called pain? Doubtlefs: and they
who are difturbed with this meaneft of the human paf-
fions, may feelingly exclaim with the jealous Moor,

<« Farewell, the tranquil mind ! farewell, content I

Without beauty, without bright parts, without any
dazzling accomplithments, without any airs to fet her-
{elf off to advantage, Emilia pleafed. Though not
handfeme, fhe wos far from being ugly ; and though
fhe had nct an acute, fhe had a fold underftanding.
Smart expreffions never dropped from her lips ; but for

" fenfible ones fhe yiclded not to the moft fenfible of her
fex. Her manners were winning, her obfervations were
judicious, and her conduct was exemplary.

Emilia was not, it may be imagined, from this {ketch
of her character, without followers. She had even ad-
‘mirers too.  The majority of thofe, indeed, who paid
their addrefles to her, were attrated by her fortune;
there were, however, whom fhe could not rank, as
they were in {uperior circumftances, among the for-
tune-hunting train.  She received all the attentions of

thofe who crowded about her at every public place

with the greateft pelitenefs, but that politenefs wes
general : fhe gave not one of them reafon to imagine,
by any particular diftinétions, that he had made the
{inallelt impreflion upon her heart, ~ Her heart, indeed,
was not affeCted by any of the {peeches which were

addrefled to her ears. 'Thoroughly acquainted, from

the extenfivenefs of her ebfervation, with the precife
‘value of the compliments lavifhed upon her, fhe confi-

dered

o
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dered them as counters on a card-table, ferviceable to
thofe who had tricks, but-of no intrinfic worth.

Tn the fuit of Emilia’s admirers one man at length
appeared, who feemed to be more ftudious than his com-
petitors to be noticed by her. Of this man fae, at firk,
faw the afiduities with no particular emotions; but
fhe felt herfelf in a little while fo much flattered by
them, that fhe could hardly help fhewing in her face
what paffed in her bofom concerning him. In pro-

ortion to the iucreafe of his attention to her, was the
ancreafe of her partiality for him ; and fhe began, in a
fhort time, to wifh that he would make bis addrelles to
her in form ;- fearful of betraying lLer feclings by her
looks, and of being confidered by her lover as a woman
ready to fall into his arms, without giving him the trou-
ble of putting the previous queftion to her, the could
‘not bear the idea of having her features tranflated in
that manner, and therefore did all in her power to
fupprefs fenfations which might, fhe imagined, occafion
conftruétions not much to the credit of her underftand-
ing, though in no way injurious to her honour.

The man in whofe favour Emilia fclt her heart not
a little agitated, was a gentleman by birth, and had
been genteelly educated ; but his fortune not being an-
fwerable to his defires, he had been for fome time
looking out for a woman in a fituation to improve it.
However, though a lucrative marriage was the chief
object of his attention, he was not quite of fo merce-
nary a difpofition as to wifh to enrich himfelf with a
woman whom he abhorred, with whom he could have
no profpect of being tolerably happy in the domeftic
ftate. 'To engage Mifs Linton’s affections he was the
more folicitous, as he really believed, from the apparcat
fweetnefs of her temper, and the gooduels of her heart,
that he fhould, by marrying her, with the ealargement
of his fortun.c, gain a confiderable addition to his hap-
pnels.  Animated by all thofe motives, he redonbled

his
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Lis afliduities, and, having drawn very favourable con-
clufions, ong day, from a converfation with Emilia,
gave pretty flrong hints that it was in her power to
make him the happieft of men.

This hint was not thrown away upon Emilia, but
fhe behaved on that oceafion with the propricty
which fhe had difcovered upon every other, and with-
eut departing in the leaft from her charaéter as a wo-
man of fortune, a woman of fenfe, and a woman of
virtue. Fully fatisfied—more than fatisfied—charmed
with her behaviour, he took his leave, and left her not
lefs pleafed with the deportment of her lover.

‘When fhe came to refle®, however, upon the en-
couragement which fhe had given to Boothby, fhe be-

an to think that fhe had been too hafty, and, in con-
iquence of a retrofped of her behaviour, determined
to make ule of a flratagem, in order to find out if
her lover had a fincere perfonal regard for her, inde-
pendent of her fortune ; or if he only counterfeited a
paffion which he did not feel, with a view to increafe
his income.

‘While Emilia was confidering in what manner fhe
fhould conduct her new fcheme, Boothby was enjoy-
ing, by anticipation, the fplendid ftyle of life in which
he was refolved to appear, asfoon as he became mafter
of the wealth which hung temptingly in his fight, and
jult within his grafp.

Flufhed with the fuccefs ke had met with, upon
the difclofure of his paffion for 2 woman to whom
many of bis rivals, with better incomes than he had,
looked up with a kind of reverential awe (either de-
terred by diffidente, cccafioned by the difproportion
in their circumftances, or a pride which would not let
them rifk the difgrace) he triumphed over thofe rivals,
but not with all the decency of a politic conqueror : he
exhibited too many marks of exultation, and pufhed
his raillery fo far cre day, againft the leaft furmidabl;

o
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of them, who had been on the point of Lreaking
through his natural modefty (having po pride to re-
ftrain him) that he provoked him to return an an{wer
not eafily to be digefted. p ;

“ What do you mean by that, Sir?”’ faid Docthby.

* What do I mean by that, 8ir?” replied his adver-
fary in a taunting tone. 1 ‘

Thefe interrogations would have, perliaps, produce.d
a duel, had not their fwords been kept peaceably in
their fcabbards by the interpofition of their furround-
ing friends : they even fhook hands, and declared thems
felves perfeitly reconciled ; but Boothby was not recon-
ciled to his antagonift in his heart ; hisimpertinent doubts
with regard to iis marriage were painfully remembered.

When - Boothby went to his Emilia to put the kit
hand to the preparations for their union, he found her
weeping over a letter. ~ Struck atthe fight of her in fo
unexpected a fituation, he flew to her with all the ea-
gernefs of a fympathizing lover, and begged to know
what had happened to throw her into fuch a diftrefsful
condition.

Inftead of retwrning a verbal anfwer, fhe gave him
the letter.

Thhe perufal of it fhocked him extremely, by inform-
ing him that his miftrefs had, by a capital bankruprccy,
l‘og the greateft part of her fortune,

After a long paufe (during which Emilia contrived
to watch every turn of his countenance without being
peréeived) he tokd her plainly, that he could not af.
ford to marry 2 woman without money, and that he
thould only mjure her as well as himfelf, by making her
his wife.

“ Mighty well, Sir ?* replied fhe, burlting into a
hugh, “ you fhall never be mjured by me.”

y this fudden change in Eiilia, Boothby was ex-
tremely difconcerted ; but when be found that the let-
ter was a forged one, mercly to try the fincerity of his

Bba pafiion,
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paffion, he was almoft ready to hang himfelf. Never -
was there a mercenary lover more completely mortified.

€ H A P LXXVIL

ON THE REVOLUTIONS OF THE FRENCH FASHI-
ONS, WITH SOME ADVICE TO THE LADIES
RESPECTING CERTAIN PARTS OF DRESS.

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH.

ASHION is to cuftom what prejudices are to

the moral virtues. It imperioufly diGates laws
to thofe who live under its empire, and its decrees are
irrevocable.  Women, that bewitching part of the
creation, born for the happinefs of one half of our fex,
and for the torment of the other, difcontented with the
little that the laws have done for them in the diftribu-
tion of dire¢t power, have at all times fought to acquire
by addrefs, what they could not reafonably hepe ‘to
obtam by open force. The auxiliary means which
they have always employed to accomplifh their ends
are shofe of the toilet ; but in blindly fuffering them-
felves ta be guided by cuftom, and adopting new
modes, without choice and without refle€tion, the fair
fex do not derive from thofe trifles, to which they annex
fo much value, all the advantage they expe@. Thofe
whom their rank or chance has placed in a confpi-
cucus ftation, generally give an example to others.

They are the firft to adopt fathions, and often take

‘them from fome remote fource, to which people of or-

dinary rank never would have gone to look for them.

The
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The grand fault in what concerns the toilet, and that
againft which they ought to be greatly on their guard,
is not to give too much into general fafhion, and not
to believe that becaufe a particular drefs becomes one
woman, it will become all in the like manner. 'To de-
firoy this prejudice, it will be fufficient to obferve, that
ornaments employed in drefs, ought to be varied in
their compofition, and to be fuited to the fhape and
figure of thofe who adopt them. T’ hough one cannot
form general principles upon this fubject, yet after
having taken a view of the modes of preceding ages, I
fhall venture to make a few curfory obfervations upon
the fafhions which prevail at prefent.

It is with difguit that the imagination returns to
thofe remote ages, when Nature, mfulted in every re-
{pect, and disfigured by the moft whimiical dreffes, pre-
fented to the fight only hideous figures. In the firft
ages of the French monarchy, the drefs of the men
varied more than that of the women. Their clothes
were alternately either too long, or too fhort. In ge-
neral, long veftments are more becoming and more noble
than thofe that are {hort. It is a great pity that this
cuftom fhould be attended with fo many inconveni-
ences, and that it fhould abfolutely impede the exer-
cife of the body, and thofe labours which our wants re-
quire, and which luxury commands.

Under Philip the Fair, an epocha when drefs began
to emerge from barbarity, long coats only were worn
by men of any confideration. In the army, however,
as well as in the couniry, fhort coats were always re-
tained. In the fourteenth century, the fame drefs
was worn by men and women. Under the reigns of
Charles V. and Charles VI, long coats onjy were in
faﬂuon 3 but Charles VII. who had ill made legs, again
ntroduced loag coats *.

* May not this circumftance, as well as many others that
might be mentioned, ferve to prove the juftnefs of the proverb,
which fays, that wifz people imvent fajbionsy and fuools follow them 2
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Nothing is more curious, and at the fame time ridi~
culous, than the drefs of people of fafhion during the
firft years af the reign of Louis XI. Figure to your-
felf a petit-maitre, with his hair flat and bufhy, dreffed
in a doublet fhaped like an under wailtcoat, which
fearcely covered his reins ; his breeches exceedingly
clofe, rifing very high, and his middle bound round
with ribands, in a moft whimfical manner, as may be
ftill feen in fome ancient paintings; add to all this,
artificial fhoulders, i1 form of a cufhion, which were
placed upon each fhoulder-blade, to make him appear
to have a large cheft, and to give him a robuft and vi-
gorous appearance. 'This ftrange caricatura was ter-
minated by fhoes, the points of which, for people of
the firft quality, were full two fect in length. The
populace had them only of fix inches: thofe were
what they called fhoes @ la poulaine. 'They were in-
yented by Henry Plantagenet, duke of Anjou, to con-
ceal a very large excrefcence which he had upon one
of his feet. As this prince, the moft gallant and beau-
tiful man of his age, gave the lead to the court, every
one was defirous af having fhoes like his. Hence
comes the origin of the French proverb éfire fur un
grand pied.  Under Francis 1. and his fucceflors, the
form of the men’s drefs began to approach perfeétion 3
but under the good Henry IV. it became preferable to
that which we have fince adopted, and which ftill fub-
fifts. The moft ufeful of all modes, and that which
will furvive all others, though it has found many ene-
mies in France, is the perake. —Ecclefiaftics were long
forbidden to wear one inchurch.  In 1685, a caunon
of the cathedral of Beauveais.was prevented irom cele-
brating mafs, becaufe he wore a peruke. He, how-
ever, depofited it in the bands of two notaries, at the
entrance into the choir, and protefted againft the vio-

lence
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lence offered him.  In 1689, feveral oratorians * were
difmiffed from their order, becaufe they had put on
perukes. At that time they were very large, but at
prefent every thing is fo much changed, that even
phyficians, who formerly confidered an enormous pe-
yuke as the bafis of their reputation, feem to difdain
that ormament. Several have adopted the bag, and
perhaps we fhall foon fee them preforming their morn-
ing vifits with a long queue. :

‘When bags began firlk to be in fathion, people never
wore them except when in difhabille ; in vifits of cere-
mony one could not appear but with the hair tied in a
riband, and floating over the fhoulders. This is abfo-
lutely contrary te our J)refent fathion.

In the carly periods of the monarchy, the ladies
fcareely paid any attention to drefs. It would appear
that they thought of nothing elfe than pleafing their
bufbands, and of giving a proper education to their
children, and that the reft of their time was employed
in family concerns, and rural economy. If their drefs
was {ubject to little change in thofe primitive times, we
ou’ght not to be aftonifhed to fee the fair fex indem-
nify themfelves at prefent for their long ination.
Their drefs, however, has experienced the fame reve-
lutions as that of the men. There was a time when
their robes rofe fo high, that they abfolutely covered
the breaft ; but under Charles VI. Queen Ifabella of
Bavaria, as remarkable for her gallantry as her heauty,
brought back the fafhion of leaving the fhoulders and
part of the neck uncovered. '

Let us hear what Juvenal des Urfins fays relpeting
the manner in which the women dreffed their heads.
“ Both married and unmarried ladies were very extra-
vagant in their drefs, and wore caps wonderfully high

and

* A congregation of pricfls inftituted in France, by Cardinal
de Berulle, and approved by the Pope in 1613,
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and large, having two great ears at each fide, which
were of fuch a magnitude, that when they withed to
enter a door, it was impoflible for them. »  About that
timg, the famous Carmelite, 7homas Cénare, exercifed
Lis oratorical talents againft thefe caps. His efforts
were at firft {uccefsful ; but his triumph was of fhort
duration, and they again rofe to a prodigious degree ;
they however, at length, became entirely  out of
fefhion.

The reign of Charles VII. brought back the ufe of
ear-rings, bracelets, and collars. Some. years before
the death of that prince; the drefs of the ladies was
ridiculous in the higheft degree. They wore robes {o
exceedingly long, that feveral yards of the train dragged
behind; the fleeves were fo wide, that they fwept the
ground; and their heads were loft under immenfe
bonnets, which were three fourths of their breadth in
height. To this whimfical fafhion another fucceeded,
which was no lefs fo. The ladies placed a kind of
cithion upon their heads, loaded with ornaments, which
difplayed the worft tafte imaginable. This head-drefs
was fo large, that it was two yards in breadth. At
that period it was abfolutely neceflary to enlarge the
doors of all the houfes. From this extremity, the fair
fexpafled to another no lefs extravagant. They adopt-
ed the ufe of bonnets fo exceedingly low, and they ar-
ranged the hair in fo clofe a manner, that they appeared
as if their heads had been fhaven. On the death of
Charles VIII. Anne of Bretagne, his queen, intro-
duced the ufe of the black veil, which fhe always wore.
The ladies of her court adopted it alfo, and ornamented
it with red and purple fringes ; but the cits, improving
upon this mode, ecariched it with pearls and clafps of

old.
- It was under the reign of Francis I. that the women
began to turn up their hair. Margaret, queen of Nae
varre, frizzed that on the temples, and turned bz;::ak
that
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that before. This princefs 8ccafionally added to this
head-drefs a fmall bonnet of velvet or {atin, ornamen’-
ed with pearls and jewels, and placed over it a fmall
tuft of feathers. Such a fafhion was very becoming,
and this perhaps is the firft period when the ladics be-
gan to drefs with any tafte. A revolution was at fo-
lutely requifite. The gallant and voluptuous reign of
Catherine de Medicis neceffarily brought about a hacpy
change in the French fathions. It was about this time
that the chaperon or hood appeared. This mode con-
tinued a long time, becaule the fumptuary laws efta-
blithed a diftinétion in the ftuff which compofed it.
The hoods of ladies of quality were of velvet, and thofe
of citizens of plain cloth. La Bourcier, midwife to,
Mary of Medicis, obtained an exprefs order from the.
king .to wear one of velvet. Of all the fumptuary
laws made at different periods, none had fo fudden an
effect as the edik of Henry the Great in 1604. This
monarch, after having forbid his fubjeés to wear either
gold or filver upon their dreffes, adds, ¢ except, how-
cver, ladies of pleafure and pick-pockets, for whom we
are not fo far interefted as to do them the honor of
attending to their condu®.” This ordinance was at-
tended with the proper effet, and neither ladies of
pleafure nor pick-pockets took any advantage of their
permiffion.
The French ladies in the prefent day have made fuch
a vapid progrefs in the art of fetting off their charme,
that they are now followed by all the ladies in Europ-.
We have feen modes of diffcrent kinds fucceed ore
another with inconceivable rapidity, Names of all
{orts l'lavc been exhaufted. Four volumes would {carcely
contain the nomenclature of all the novelties which the '
ventive genius of the ladies has devifed in the laft
ten years. But this is not all, the fair fex have fo far
disfigured nature, that one muft look at them very
slofely not to be miftaken. Their cavalier gait, the
, black
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black hat, the riding coat, and the cane which they
have adopted, have given them almoft the appearance
of men. Such a drefs does not at all become them,
and we cannot help faying, that it deffroys all their
graces.

Let vs now make a few obfcrvations on the advan-
tages and difadvantages of female drefs; and let us
begin' with the ornaments of the head, which msy be
called the citadel of coquetry.

As the head-drefs thould be confidered only as an
acceflary part, whenever its height exceeds the length
of the face, it produces a difagreeable effe&t ; and this
effe&t will become more fenfible in 2 woman whofe phy-
fiognomy is fmall, than in one who has Roman features.
The former can derive no advantage but from flight
ornaments which do not occupy much fpace ; fhe-muft
always avoid large figures and ftraight lines. A head-
drefs which comes too far forward on the head of a
woman who has a {fmall nofe and a flat chin, will ren-
der thefe blemifhes more fenfible, whillt fuch a drefs
will admirably become ore who has a prominent chin
and a large nofe.

Beautiful eyes lofe great part of their {plendour un-
der large hats worn as they are at prefent. This head-
drefs ought to be the refource of thofe ladies who can
boaft of nothing but a pretty mouth, and an agreeable
fmile. The colours of gauze and ribands employed
to ormament the head, ought to be fuited to that of
the hair and complexion. This care adds much to the

aces of nature. = It muft, however, be allowed, that
the ladies underftand the harmony of colours much bet-
ter than the relatien of forms.
&; The advantages of an elegant figure are often loft
by the ridiculous folly of wifhing to appear very flen-
der.—One needs only ftudy the fhape of the fupurb
antique ftatue of Venus, to be convinced that the
beauty of proportion is hurt as much by too ﬂende:l'

an
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and uniform, as by too clumfy a waiit. It muft be
obferved alfo, that too narrow boddice and {’tays abfo-
lutely deftroy gracefulnefs and eafe. The motions })e-
come ftiff, and the attitudes confined ; befides {peaking
of the fatal accidents which may arife from this violence
offered to Nature.

Depravation of tafte in regard to drefs was fome
years ago carried to a great length. Very corpulent
women wifhed to increafe their fize by cork rumps,
which women who were too {lender, had ingenioufly
invented to {upply what Nature had refufed them. We
have feen fome of a very diminutive fize, who by the
help of this ridiculous piece of furniture feemed to
have acquired as much dimenfions in breadth as in
height.

Thofe ornaments which are intended to adorn na-
ture ought to be fimple and light. The Grecian la-
dies, who knew fo well how to make the moft of their
charms, took great care never to ufe veils but of the
moit pliable ftuffs. Thefe veils yielded to their various
motions, and added to the natural gracefulnefs of their
perfons. All the ancient ftatues, thercfore, brought
us from that country, which gave birth to the arts, are
admired by artifts and connoiffeurs for a eharacter cf
lightnefs and eafe which can never be furpaffed..

It is wrong to believe, that cold climates thould pre-
vent people %rom wearing thin dreffes ; by means cf
furred cloaks, which may be ufed in the open air, one
may wear an under drefs of the lighteft {tuff poffible.
The manner in which the Ruffian ladies drefs, may ferve
as a proof of what we have here advanced ; but a pro=
per medium ought to be cbferved between dreffes
which are too clumfy, and thofe which, on accountef "
their thinnefs, might give offence to]ecency. A wo-
man who expofes herfelf to thefe inconveniences doss
not underftand her own interclt.

1t was above all in the arrangement of the hajr thot:

Ce tha
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the Greek ladies excelled, efpecially with regard to
amplicity.  We mutft allow, that the ladies drefs bet-
ter at prefent than formerly : and that they are nearer
to perfection than they were fome yearsago. A flight
dawning begins already to appear in the manner in
which they drefs there hair, and there is reafon to hope
that they will make a very rapid progrefs in this part of
the bufinefs of the toilet, efpecially if they confult
nature and good artifts.

Nothing is more agrecable and becoming than to
wear the hair floating over the fhoulders. It is much
to be withed that the ladies would adhere to this cuf-
tom. The cwls which they have adopted before,
would become them much better, were they lefs regu-
Iar, and difpefed with more tafte.

When by fome lucky chance 2 woman has attained
alinoft to perfeGtion in the art of drefling, that is to
fay, in the art of knowing what beft becomes her, fhe
ought to be very nice in her choice of new fathions. In
an age fo frivolous as the prefent, the lofs of a lover may
be the confequence of even fuch a trifling circumftance
as that of the hat being wrong placed, or turned too
much to the right or the left. When a paffion is
founded only upon trifles, ought we to be {urprifed that
a trifle fhould deftroy it ?

Artifts, who have fpent their lives in ftudying the
beauties of nature, are the beft judgesin this refpeét.
They alone have the privilege of fixing the public opi-
nion in fueh matters. This is really their province.
The time is perhaps not far diftant, when the fair fex,

_ better zcquainted with their deareft interefts, will in-

vite them to thelr taietd, and confider them as the
arbiters of tafte. Favoured then by the graces and by
beauty, and envied by all the other clafles of men, they
will be indemnified with ufury for that negle&t with
which they have fo long been treated. But a great
‘evolution muft take place before that happy day ar-

rives.
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rives. At that epocha, every thing will return to its
primitive order, and, according to the French proverl':v,
cvery man will be in his own place, and every abbé in
his benefice.

PO OIS LI
CHA P. LXXVIIL

ON LOOKING AT THE PICTURE OF A BEAUTIFUL
FEMALE.

;V HAT daxziling beanties firide my ravily’d eyes,
and fill my foul with pleafure and Surprife!

What blooming JSweetnefs finiles upon that face !
How mild, yet how majeflic ev’ry grace |
In thofe Lright cyes awhat rore than mimie Jfire
Benignly fhines, and kindles gay defire !
Yet chaften’d Modefly, Jair awhite-rob’d dame,
Triumphant fits to check the rifing flame.
Sure Nature made thee her peculiar care
Was ever form fo exquifitely fair ? §
2es, once there aas a Sorm thus r’;wa'u’nl:y oright,
But noww ’tis veil’d in ewrlq/ﬁng night ;
Lach glory avhich that lovely face could boaft,
And ev'ry charm, in tracelefs duft is lof? ;
A unregarded heap of ruin lies i
That form ewhich lately drezy ten thoufand eyes.
What once was courted, Ipv’d, adod, and prais’d,
Now mingles qwith the duft from awbence’twas rais'd,
No more foft dimpling JSmiles tho/@echeels adorn,
Wbl rofy tindure (bam’d the rifing mora ;

0 more with {parkling radiance Shine ihofe eyes,
Nor over thofe the Jable arches rife ;
Nor from thofe ruly lips fof? accents floa,
Nor lilies on the Jwowy Jorchead blow ;
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All, all are cropp’d by death’s impartial hand,
Charms could not bribe, nor beauty’s pow’r withflands
Not all that crowd of wondrous charms could fave
The fair poffeffor from the dreary grave.

How frail is beauty, tranfient, falfe and vain!
It flies avith morn, and né’er returns again.
Death, cruel ravager, delights to prey
Upon the young, the lovely and the gay.
If death appear not, oft corroding pain,
With pining ficknefs in her languid train,
; Blights youth’s gay [pring «vith fome untimely blaft,
i And lays the bloomiug field of beauty avafle :

But fhould thefe [pare, flill time creeps on apace,

; And plucks wiih wither’d hand each winning grace :
i The eyes, lips, cheeksy and bofom he difarms,
] No art from him can fhield exterior charms.

But would you, fair ones be efleem’d, approv’d,
And with an everlafling ardor lov’d ;
Would you in wrinkled age admirers find,
In ev’ry female virtve drefs the mind ;
Adorn the heart, and teach the foul to charm,
And when the eyes no more the breaft can warm,
Thefe ever-blooming beautics fball infpire
Each gen’rous heari with friendfbip’s facred fire 3
Thefe charms fhall neither wither, fade, nor fly ;
Pain, ficknefs, time, and death, they dare defy..
When the pale tyrant’s hand fball feal your doom,
And Iock your afles in the filent tomb,
T hefe beautics Jball in double luflre rife,
Shine round the fouly and waft it to the flics..

»

T HFE E N,
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