TR GEREO. B. PETERS,
ARG OF HARDEWMAN,
On his Bili to Prevent the Marriage of Cousins

IN SENATE, DECEMBER 9

-

Mr. PETERS said : In the vemarks which I shall
make, let imnot be forgotten, that in cnimerating all
the ills and afflictions following in
-affiliated marriages. I do not by any m

W

the course of
s hold that |
these marriages are the only sources those mel
ancholy wmaledies. My objeet is to show that the
offspring of such incestuous intercourse arve more
obnoxious to such casualties, aad that che percentage
is larger among such persons than among the fruits
of ordinary marriages.

We find among the transactions of the American
Medieal Associttion, a lengthy roport embracing
cight huudred and seventy-three observations of
marriages of consanguinity of various degrees of
relationskip, furnished from the following States
to-wit : ¢

12 by Maine, 9 by Vermont, 44 by New Hampshire.
! 87 by Masssachusetts, 35 by Connecticut. 51 by New
York, 3¢ by Pennsylvania, 33 by New Jersey. 7 by
Delaware, 2 by Maryland, 24 by Virginie. 11 by
North Carolina, 3 by South Carolina. 30 by Georgia.
22 by Alabama, 14 by Misssisppi, 7 by Arkansas, 53
by Tennessce, 137 by Kentucky, 67 by Missouri, 16
by 1liinois, 73 by Indiana, 18 by Ohio, 34 by Mich-

igan. 42 by Wisconsin. :
- _Of these there are ten cases of brother and half
! el ~of uncle and neice, or aunt and ne-

fsprings of
are by one hundred per cent more

1able to consumpuon, scoiula, c]);lc[)sy.A(:cn‘vuisinns
hydrocephalus. and other hereditory discases, than
the offsprings of persons who are not relatives.

Of the ten marriages of brother and half sister
there were thirty-one children born in the agpre-
gate; aof that number twenty-nine vere defective.
& to-wit: nineteen were idiots, ore cpeliptic, five
; scofulous. and eleven others deformed ; one family
of five childreh all idiots, one of seven children, six
could not speak so as to be understood.

Of the twelve marriages of uncle and neice, or |
aunt and nephew. there were in the aggregate fifty- |
three children. of this number forty were aefectiye. |
a to-wit: one deaf and dumb, three blind bovn, three |

idiots. one insane, one epeliptic. thirteen scofulous

and the other nineteen dfective, were deformed in |

some way. 1

Of the sixty-one marriages of cousing, who |

. were themselves the offspring of kindred parents. |

there were born 247 children. Of these there |

were defective, 128, to-wit: 9 were deat mutes, 12 |

born blind, 31 idiots, 4 insanc, 4 cpileptic, 44 were |
scrofulous and 23 deformed.

OFf the twenty-seven marriages of double first
cousias. there were 154 children born. Of these.
there were defcetive, 42, to-wit: 2 were deat and !
dumb, 2 born blind, 4 idiots.5 were insane, 2 epilep-

A tie, 14 scrofulous, and 12 deformities in some way.

Of the six hundred mavriages of first cousi
there were born 2.838 children. Of these 839 w
defeetive. to-wit: 122 were deaf mutes, 59 born 1,
240 idiots. 36 insane, 45 cpileptic, and 201 scrofu-
lous, and 136 more or less deformed.

Without continuing the investization in the wic
iny range of relationship, we find that the p
of the defective offspring lessens as we get favther
f om the parent blovg.. Thus, in the incestuous in-
tercourse of fether and daughter, two children born |
are both deformed and scrofulous. In another, of |
a4 man and his grand daughter, produced oue child, |

S

¥ ! ~
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the general welfarc and prospenity.

| sciot

an idiot. = Here the. depravity is complete.. In the
i f brogl d half sister. the per centage
e childver 5. In the incestuous mar-
f aunt and nephew, and uncle and niece, the
per cent is In the marriages of cousins, who
are the s the offspring of relatives, the per
cent is In double cousins tae per cent is 27.2.
In the m of cousins of the first degree, the
per cent is 24.9. So that as yocu recede from the
identity of the parent stock, the proportien of the
defeetive decreases.

Of the 125 promiscuous marriages, where the pa-
rents were not related, there were born 837 chil-
dren. Of these 18 were defective. to-wit: 3 were
deaf mutes, 1 born blind, 6 idiots, 1 insane, 3 epilep-
tic. 1 scrofulous—a little over 2 per cent. G

- From the foregoing, it is evident the're is the neces-
sity of a law to prevent this alarming state of affairs.
Now. sir. the existenee of a grievance of some kind
or other has been suggestive of every law in forec
in all governments, and the necessity of ameliorat-
ing that grievance; of whatever nature it may have
been, bas hitherto elicited the attention of Legisla-
tures. and evoked from such bodies evactments to
prowect the rights of persons and property, to re-
press crime, to restrain the vicious and to promote

o

while ‘they have gene

t e 1l Wi way : ess of the ca-
lamities whieh cu ‘has entailed upon the human
family by ineestuous marriages. thereby tolerating
one of the most ruinous evils to mental and  hysical
development that has ever invaded the sanctuary of
ihe domestie refation—one that has been practiced
from the carliest history, and which now prevails
to a greater or less extent, [ believe, in every coun-
try upon the facc of the globe. The - trans-
eressor of divine laws has suspended over him
the wrath of Omnipotence; the transgressor of hu-
man laws has the penalties of those laws allotted
him; the transgressor of hygenic laws promotive of
health and longevity. to-wit: the inebriate and the
debauchee. must suffer all the ills which foliow in
the train of a premature old age. inviting an early
decay: and the offenders against the laws of propa-
gation (ereating the grievance for which this bill is
provided,) have visited upon them the terrible con-
ss of having riveted upon their unoffending
offsprings cither physical or mental degeneracy, ov
both tugether. And whilst your Legislatures have
loaded your statuie. books with laws proviaing
againgt ail other orders of nuisance, this mostim-
portant and most ted subject, affecting the
weliave of familics and whole comnunities, has gone
on unbeeded, spreading its blight through every

neglec

| grade of civilization.

For ages these ineestuous maviages (for such they
arc.) have been spreading  their pestiterous canker,
and although the frequency of marriages of cous-
ms have fundliarized mankind with the narighteous
practice and has somewhat reconciled public opin-

| ion to its odium, yet upon a close exawination of

t, they are emphatically more incestuous
ot doubl st cousins, thun morriages or
ters, a union of which in this
gress would startle everybody
rof scorn wpon the guilty perpe-
for life, Nevertheless such
half’ brothers and sigters, however re-
volting they may appear, have one' half of foreign
clement in the parties, and are really less incestu-
ous than a union of' double cousins, whose parents
are brothers and sisters, all their clements consti-
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tuting an identity of constitutional material with-
out one single new accession to aid in reconstruct-
ing their progeny.

The moralist who may have been bold enough at

any time to arraign the propriety of such marriages |

as offensive to the laws of deceency. the laws of pro-
pagation and the laws of propriety, has been par-
alysed in his efforts by the absence of any legisla-
tive enactment to support and give tone to his cause.

This, sir, is a subjeet which addresses itself to
every philanthropist. because the evils following in
its train ave not to affect the great inteves:s of the

country, but they strike deep in the bo<oth of social |

intercourse. A subject attended with collateral mis-
fortunes in its wake, 1mor2 momentous and fraught
with direr consequences than any other domoraliz
ing influence with which we have to contend, with
the solitary exceptioa. perhaps, of drunkenness alone.

And why is it s0? To answer this question

involves a brief survey of the laws of propoga- |

tion as applicable to animals as well as men:
in fact men are animals so far as their physical
development is conceined, and are obedient in
in their organism to the same physiological laws as
are some of the lower animals. The experienced
stock raiser is well aware of the baneful results
of breeding stock tegether through suceessive gen-

erations, and hence the crossing of stock, as it is |
called, is a universal custom among men of obser- |

vation, to secure a perfect configuration and a com-

plete development. Degeneracy is an inevitable |

consequence of breeling stock through the identicat

parentage and offspring for sucecessive generations ; |

this being conceeded as regards the corporeal forma-

tion of brutes, which alone is the subject of obser- |

vation, the brain and nervous aystem must suffor in
ccmmon with the general physical fabric. This or-
gan, however, being naturally small in that class of
creatures, and the manifestations of its functions,
the mind, very feeble. their mental capacity has not
been so closely serutinized until recently, and con-
sequently no estimate has been made of the effects
of such breeding on their brain. It is. therefore,
an inference. that, as the whole body suffers dete-

“elro dumotivas wre dmparred
in proportion to that degencracy—the mind as its
function, suffering in a direct ratio with the decreas-
ed energy of’ its propev organ.

Observation and experience have established these
facts beyond controversy. in the history of most
mammal tribes, and if a known law of degeneracy
holds good in some species and genera by analogy
we are led to assume that it is equally true in al. of
the order.

But, on looking into the laws governing the com-
p.ete propogation and development of creatures, we
find a class of beings below the mammalia, whose or-
genization is not influenced byt he same general laws
that affect the gfowth of the higher order of animals.
With that class, mingling the same procreative ele-
ments together through a continued succession of
generations, is a sine gua nen to their complete evo-

lution, and a continuation of themr perfect species |
and genera. The molusc® and crustacea, and es-

pecially the hymenoptera and lepidoptera, including
all the varieties of insects, belong to that class.

Thus one part of creation is influenced by such
laws as insures perpetuity of their perfect orders,
while another partis influenced by another set of
laws, apparen:ly subversive of the first set, govern-
ing their propogation and developement, so that
 every living creature follows after the ways of its
kind.”

Take, for example, some of the inscct tribes,
which are the very same now in habitudes as they

have always been, as far back as we can trace them; |

their individual and general characteristics are the
very same, not having undergone any detriment
from mingling kindred stock together in their pro-
pogation through the waste of ages. It is a special
law of their natare to do so. That whole order is

produced by brother and sister throngh countless |

geperations. without the slightestaberration or dete-
rioration whatever. The male and femalesilkworm

reared from a common parcntage, produces a fami- |
ly. In the act of procreation the male dies; when |

the female deposits her ova she too, having accom-
plished the great object of her existence (propoga-

tion) dies also, while their ova, like the fabled Phee-
nix. spring into life on the ruins of their ancestry,
and develope into the full and perfect being. Itis the
same case with all the species of the lepidoptera,
whose history has been clearly defined ; the wasp,
hornet, and every species of bee pursue the same
course—are propogated by brother and sister—and
have not lost for centuries the perfect distinctive
organization of their race. The ant and honey bee
are the same perfect ercatures in conformation and
habitudes they were as deseribed in the first account
we have of them.

But. when you leave that order and ascend high-
erin the scale of creatures among the mammalia,
where. by a few lirks. you are introduced to man,
| the summit and perfection of animal symetry, a to-
| tally different law of propogation comes into action,

and nstead of a continuous succession of parents, .

as in the lower order. to preserve identity of tribe
and individuality of species, a foreign pavent of the
same species becomes necessary to perfect the or-
ganization ot the offspring. Now, although th2 gov-
erning rules which appertain to the lower creatures
is not in accordance with the laws applicable to the
higher orders of creatures, yet cach, in the great
arrangement of Providence, 1s obedient to its own
proper and fixed- laws, which in every individual
tribe is constantly the saue.

Examine all the creatures in existence with which
! our limited knowledge has made us familiar, and a
regular concatenation of species and orvders are
linked together th: oughout the whole animal world.
Beginning in the microscopic sphere, the millions are
| eonnected by appropriate links ; ascending into the
visible world, that succession of connection contin-
ues ; still rising in the scale of animal existence, or-
| gan after organ is a Lled and super added in the dif-
| ferzant tribes, and all connected together by appro-
| priate intermediate genera. Thus an intermediate
{ race between the fish and the reptile genera, between
| the quadruped and reptile, between the quadruped
| and man, )
| Tiroughout the vast chain of beings the funda-

mental laws of propagation, devclopmnn‘r‘.e and organi-

mceione wre, Ars¢, whose applicabie e pre

the species ; secondly, those applicable to physical &

transmission ; and thirdly, those that are applicable
to transmission ot habitudes.

By the laws to perpetuate the species, an hybrid
of any twy disiinct species is forever debarred from
transmitting with a similar hybrid or an original
species his individaal peculiavity to an offspring,
thereby obeying a wise ordinance of nature, pre-
venting a blending of races and a chaos of animal
existence. The second law is that of a transmis-
sion of physical conformation already discussed.

The third law is the transmissicn of habitudes.
This is an attribute of nervous agency, and upon it
depends the energy and vivacity of the offspring. and
is always infinenced by the relationship of the cri-
ginalsstock. Thus a foreign parent by introducing
as it were the habitudes of Fauna of other regions,
and®by bringing a variety of eleme¢nts together, the
vim and activity of the offspring is greatly increased.
So alzo in mingling wild and domestic animal, or ani-
mals of the same species from other regions of the
earth, blending a diversity of habitudes, the full and
complete organization with a perfect manifestation
of pcwers and properties is obtained. But the re-
verse is the case in blending the same stock succes-
sively ; there no new element is thrown ino the co n-
position of the new being. he is but a repetition. an
identity of habitude; a counterfeit, a routine cf feel-
| ings and a sameness of organization inteasified by
| constant repitition: cotinues generation after genera-
tion until the power of procreative energy is lost and
exhausted, and stupidity and degeneracy results of
all the manifestations of power, both of a nervous
and a physical character.

These positions as to cause and ecffect may be
questionable, but the deploratle facts of degeneracy
as set forth, experience has demonstrated to be a
fixed law among all the mammal tribes where being
after being are engrafted on the same stock, annihi-
lating the agencies neccssary to perfection of con-
formation. This theory may be false, but the facts
are notorious. Then how much more striking must
| be the fact when you ascend to the summit of organi-
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zation, where man supremely endowed with a volu-
minous brain, and whose mental supremacy has
made him the monarch of creation and givento kim
dominion over all things?

Whatever causes endanger the animal develop
ment ia any species of the mammalia will also en
danger that of the humaan race. Blood bred on kin
dred blood infusesinto the succeeding races a vitiated
integral compogition and a diseased cr diminutive
constructien, which is equally truein its application
to mankind ; and wh tever produces a dimimshed
volume or force in an organ abridges its power ; then
the deduction follows that as the brain is an jntegral
part of the general corpo: eal structure and degene-
rates in common with the general system of part
its functions must be abridged and weakened by
sveeessive repetitions of the causes ot that weak-
ness, resulting in hideous deformities and idiocy.

Why a different set of laws regulate the procrea-
tion of the uigher order of animals from these which
regulate the perpetuity of individuality of the hy-
menoptera and others lower in the sca'e of being—

why one part of creation is obedient to certain re- |
=strictions, and another presenting a defiance to those |

restrictions and appearing anomalous, is known only
to Him whose fiat spoke those generallaws into exis-
tence.

Our knowledge is confined to the lamentable fact
that the penalties of a violation of rhese !laws are
made mamfest in the awful visitations. upon the
fruits of such disobedience, of imbecility ard the
more hideous curse of mania in its various forms-—
afflictions imposed no doubt by Providence to pre-
vent the blending of blood with kindred blood.

Go you to your asylums of distress and ponder
over the silent fate of deaf mutes, and inquire into
the history of'a large propoertion of them. Go you into
the receptacles of the blind, and investigate all.the
cireamstences connected with their dreary pilgrim-
age on eartn, and learn how far a congenital defect
of the organ of sight has depended upon consan-
zuined degeneracy. Go to your Insane Hospitals,
those abodes of wretchedness and despair, and shud-
der in sympathizing anguish for your race, as yon
“look on the ravings of one whose peculiar organiza-
“tinn has dethroned his reason, and wade him a fiend
~ in human shape. Go icto every grade of society,

and you encounter beings so deformed that they are

@ nuisance to humanity and a drudgery to life itselr.

Go nto all classes of the community where relatives

have married and inter-married for the purpose of

premoting mercenary ends, and contemplate imbe-
cility among the adults, and diseases of a congenital
character among the youthful. Go every wnere—
mingle with your species—and wherever consan-
guine marriages are promoted, and lo! what havoc
of physical symmetry and perfection! what grievous
mental aberations, and what depravity of all the el

ements which arc calculated to ennoble and beau- |

tify!

These are some of the considerations which float
on the great ocean of similar facts that present
themselves to the philanthropist, invoking him to
usc all his powere and influence to prevent the ruin-
ous practice of such marriages. They address
themselves to the law-maker, and implore him to in-
terpose his influence. The wretched offspring and
victims of such marriages cry aloud to humanity to
frown them down, and a sympathising nation is
ready to wail over the tardy action of legislative
bodies in repressing the custom.

Aye, sir. contemplate necarly “all the evils to which
flesh is heir.” Visit the scenes of affliction and di
tress in their broadest phase, resulting from marri-
ares of cousins of the first degree, (remember this
is a freittel source, but not the only one.) Look at
the epileptic as he struggles in the toils of an appal-
ing malady, originating in a deficient organization
of the brair and nervous system, transmitted to him
by a kindred ancestry, and over which he has had
no control. Look at the convulsed infant, writhing
in unconscious agony, which, originating from the
same cause, deranges all the vital forces, producing
an aberation of intellect, which like the fatal tunic
of Hercules. sticks to him for life, and from his cra-

die to his grave he only vegetates a demented nnis- |
Look upon all these penalties of violated faw, |
and ponder well over “griet’s forbidden story,” as

ance.

! spoken in the evidences furnished by the unfortu-
I nate offsprings of these nnhallowed mary 8. from
their birth to the chainel house. and you are forced
to the conviction that blood should not be mingled
with kindred blood in wedlock. Again: Contem-
plate m this connection the consequences of sach
marriages where they have been encouraged by un-
reflectiug relatives, on account of property: aye,
ilthy lucre, in order to keep estates in certain fam-
ily connexions ; and behold the withering rebuke of
such mercenary motives, and the scathing manifes-
tations of offended nature. The penalties of viola-
ted law rest heavily on them. Whele connexions
have become so imbecile. that families are met with
so feevle in inteliect, that not a solitary member
could transact the most ordinary business, far less
than aspiring to the dignity of managing estates en-
tailed on them by the legitimate laws of descent—
nay, more, many of them are either idiots, maniacs
Or MONSLErs.

But, sirs, the subject is not exhausted by this brief
review of facts. Individuals and individual com-
munities are not the only sufferers frown this evil.
Whole nations. in times gone by, have been ruined
and debased by the practice and fruits of incestuous
marriages. Call to mind the prosperous and power-
ful kingdom of Syria, after the vast dominions of
the Macedonian Conqueror had been partitioned
among his victorious Generals.

This country, after some fluctuations, fell to the
lot of Seleucius, in whose family the crown re-

| and cruelty of the reigning monarchs, induced the
| people to invite Tigranes, a neighboring Prince, to
] take possession of the realm,and then the sceptre
| fell from the impotentand unworthy grasp of the
| Seleucidae. The whole history of that race of sov-
| ereigns, is a history blackened by moral turpitude,
physical degeneracy, and mental peaury. Now,
| sir, why was this? Why was this magnificent king-
| dom, placed as it was 1in the temperate zone of the
| earth. peculiarly favorable to the deveclopment of a

complete 2nimal organization for the development of

great-mental encrgy, phyeeaﬁwess;md-bm#—v &
and symmetry of form, made home ot madmen

| and monsters? Why was a country in a clime con-
‘[ secrated by Deity, to the production of the most
|

eminent of created intelligences, prostituted
to the production of idiots and fienls?
Let your history answer. Let the warn-

ings of nature speak out. Let the shades of depart-
ed greatness tell you. It was the fruit of consan-
guineous marriages. For many generations polyg-
amy and incestuous marriages, such as brothers and
sisters, nieces and uncles, &e., disgraced and degra-
! ded the Selucidae. engendering among each other
mutual hatred, malignant antipathiec, infldelity,
treachery, treason, and often the most flendish as-
sassinations.

Aye, xir, in two centuries the Seleucidae exterm-
I inated themselves by consanguinuous marriages,
| whiclf brought forth a set of rulers who gloated
{ with indifference or. crime, on civil feuds, and on a
| perfect chaos of iniquities. And thus passed away
the glory and grandeur of Syria, from the effeminate
control of that debased Line of monarchs* Trace
{out the succession of Kings'in that far-famed coun-
try, spread along the fertile delras of tne Nile. A
country inhabited by a race of people, who. from
admixture with that nation took on the beautiful
mould of the Grecian. They were endowed with
great vigor, both of body and mind, and devoted to
all the Indastrial pursuits of life, witn aa indetati-
gable zea! for commercial enterprises, and were
| characterized by alaudable patriotism, and a gen-
| erous love of country. The arts and sciences were
most assiduously cultivated, and ail the improve-
ments that most exalt, ennoble, and adorn the men-
tal anl physical constitution of man were held in
idolatrous estimation. Thelearning of that people
was made proverbial by sacred history, and their
prowess was extolled by every tongue and 1n every
country, as being far in advance of their national
cotemporaries.

But in an evil hour that cmpire of wealth and
wisdom fell inte the possession of Ptolemy Soter,
another of Alexander’s Marshals.

Then began that rveign of polygamy and incest

mained for some generations, until the imbeeility -



great longevity attainéd ; but beforc the pernicious
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which disgraced the escatcheon of that wonderful | erally we find a dwarfed person, or a pronencss to
Qisease. which foreshadows an early death, long be-

nation. Egypt and Syria were at this time cotempo
raries in power and dominions, anc also they wer |

the very synonym of each other in degradation | existence; but in those very families who present ®
npd crime, 1n h:\bnud(:s and in infamous depravity. | these apparent exceptions, and where the anxious
The Monarchs and Princesses of each Court nnt on- Lsolicitude of parents is for a season quicted, ‘he

ly married and intermarried with each other at
heme. but the Courts courteously exchanged the
royal criminalty of thesame incest with each other
blending a degenerate race with a kindred degener |
acy, and by constant vepetitions of the same erimi- |
nality. followed a further decline in all the elements |
of cnergy in their pusillanimous progeny, which |
being continued still further. intensified by incestu- |
ous blending of affinities, plunged this country in
the same voertex of ruin as that which overwhelm
ed Syria 3 and the same retribution for the offended
Jaws of nature which desolated Syria, also crum-
bled this mighty fabric of power and opulence into
ruins. The country of Egypt, which had reared it
mozumental pyramids to the skies. around which
even yet, lingers the glorious balo of Sesostris and
Pharaoh, is knowr as a monument of that inces-
tuous. era which poisoned the very fouutains of
natural instinct, dethroned every honorabie iwpulse
supped the stamina of the people, and passed the
sceptre to other powers more worthy and able to
maintain it.

But you need not travel into those far off scencs
of history to find evidences to support the assump-
tion that a violation of the laws against incest 1s
followed by the most grievous afilictions. The blend-
ing together consanguineous royalty in the middle
ages of Burope scems to have been as fruitrul of
disastrous consequences, as the same habit was in
former times. For a wise and inscrutable purpose.
iovest was permitted in the first history of man’s
existence, when alliances of near blood aftinities
seemed to have a divine sanction, and heaven’s ben-
ediction rested on them : but atthat time population

_was sparse, the pabulum of lite abundant, and

|
i

tains of existence, «nu iufused-tarough ail theele-
ments of stamina, the multiplicity of the race offer
ed an opportunity for diffusion of the sexual at-
tachments, and thereby averted the otherwise inev-
itable penalties of degencracy. 1n the repetition oi
the error of consanguineous marriages among th
veigning farilies of the micdle ages, to that hust oi
evils already detailed, we have added that of the
most loathsome of maladies.

In this later mingling of affiliated blood together
we have engendered, in addition to the former afilic
tions, diseases of various kinds, among wiiich is that
of scrofula—a disease so notoriously the result oi
consanguined marriages ameng the royalty of that
period, that it acquired the well-merited title of the
“King's Evil.” Whatis scrofula but another name
for consumption? Owing to a depravity of the di- |
gestive apparatus in some constitutions, too much 2l- |
bumen is generated and thrown into the eurrent of
blood. which. on account of some exciting cause, is
deposited in the meshes of the lungs. preducing con-
sumption, orin the glandular siructure, producing
scrofula. It wou'd be an interesting and a curious
investigation to determine whether this original de-
pravity of the great digestive system was or was
not brought about by that degeneracy following the
marriages of flrst cousins, whose offspring, still
pursmng the ways of their parents, in part, [
and others forming other alliances beyond the |
range of family kindred, have contributed to
continue and extend these maladies through a sue- |
cession of ages and generations, until nearly the |
whole human family have become subject to these
reproaches of medical sc’ence.  There may and does
oceasionally appear anexception to the gene-al law i
of physical degeneracy in some fariles, but even in |
these there lurks some hidden preclivity to disease
in obscurity, owing to which the vital forces seem
incapable of resisting ordinary attacks of disease. |
Also, there are some instances where the mental |
cnergy is uot impaired, bac in such cases most gen-

| unholy marriages.  They do not, therefore, amount

3 tram cons
' marriages. 'This law will have no retrospective ac-

fore the attainment of the zenith of man’s allotted

very next offspring may be smitten with all the har-
rowing infirmitics which follow in the train of these

to cxceptions to the general rule laid down, as the
diminution of force will surely manifest itself in
some portion of their offspring. and those who have
escaped the blicht of degeneracy, will certainly fall
by the sword of innate disease.

In conclusion—you are here. gentlemen. to Jegis-
late for the wants and requirements of the people.
Ask of every man and woman their honest convie-
tions on this subject and you will not find an adyo-
cate for these marriages of double and first cousins,
while you will meet with one general ontburst in
denunciation of them. Not even among the suicidal
perpetrators of this custom can you find a defender
of its propriety, while the evils growing out from
them are so palpably inevitable, that the general
voice of the nation implores you to devise some.
measure to counteract this infatuated feeling among
cousing of these degrees.

Tn a report made to the American_Medical Asso- X
ciation, in vol. xi. Dr. Bemiss. of Louisville, aftex
collecting the facts of men of observation, during
an elaborate investigation. assumes that twelve per g5
cent of all the deaf and dumb in the United States b
cight per cent of the congenital blind. twelve per:
cont of the idiots, and ten per cent of the insane are
the children of consing, and concludes that the in-
erease and decrease of calamities correspond wfu.% -
the increase and decrease of telptipnship-,—dgfq (8

of offsprinz multiplyinLg precisely as we l:nnll‘.ip‘
the seme blood, and, that inand in mar ing )

contestably lead, ir t g
mﬂm@ﬁd lepreciation.

tion, nor involve in disgrace the fruit of former cr-
rors. by interfering in any manner whatever with
those unfortunate connections already consummated.
it Teaves their offspring to their melancholy fate
and vesigns them to the inevitable afflictions which
bestrew  their pathway! Tts action is altogether
prospective, looking to a more clevated sense of
propriety and amore exalted eonception of the laws
of nature.

Lend your influence and aid in establishing alaw

to arrest this grievance. For humanity’s sake de-
bar these relationships from marrying, by a legal
enactment, and your Jegislative fiar will actasa
barrier and lessen a nuisance which is offensive
hoth 1o the laws of nature and to the Jaws of man.
The human mind naturally aspires only to such ob-
jeets as are within the range of possible attainment,
and not after that which is forbidden and beyond
its legitimate reach. And thus it i3; without legal
restraint many persons will entertain the design of
effecting consanguineous alliances, cither from mo-
tives of policy or the impulse of generous emotions,
But place your legal interdiction before the com-
munity, as a protecting wgis; say these things shail
not be, and in many, nay in most instances other-
wise favorable to such connections, the idea will be
disearded. s

With such a seal of disapprobation as you eould
throw around such marriages, officions parents "
and sordid relatives would be silenced. Mercenary -

| cousins will not contemplate with any dearee of

composure, a connection forbidden by the laws of A
the land, and very soon public opigion, the great

| regulator, will frown down the practice of such

marriages. Incest will be arrested, and the anathe- 3
mas of a disgusted and more enlightened age will
be hushed. :

/
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