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W
&he Bansbille Poisoning Gase,

0
A History of the Tragedy and ihe Parties Conceruned,
0

Issao L. Woop, the individual who was executed at Geneseo, on
the 9th day of July, 1858, was born at New Providence, New Jersey,
on the 10th day of August, 1820, and was therefore nearly thirty-
eight years of age at the time of his death. His father was a tiller of
the soil, in comfortable circumstances, and Isaac always followed the
calling of a farmer until his removal to Dansville, in 1854, He re-
ceived an education fully equal to that of the generality of people in
his sphere of life, and was always surrounded with the influence of
the christian religion. His parents wers for more than forty years,
exemplary members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and their
children, (four sons and one daughter,) all made an early profession
of piety. =

Kbo{lt the year 1828, David J. Wood, the eldest brother, left New
Jersey, and came to Burns, Allegany County, where in the course of
a few years he accumulated some property. e then removed to the
village of Dansyille, where for about twelve years prior to his death,
he was engaged in the shoe and leather business. In 1854 Isaac re-
moved from New Jersey, and became an inmate of the family of his
brother David. Here he engaged in the business of buying and
shipping to New York, country produce, principally butter and eggs.
The family of David J. then consisted of himself, wife, two children,
Isaac and the hired girl.

In May, 1855, while Mrs. Wood and (hc children were absent on
a visit to friends in New Jersey, David J. wus taken suddenly with
vomiting and purging, and after a violent illness of ouly three days,
expired. His family were sent for, and arrived the day aﬂ:er_gis
death. In about three weeks afterward Mrs. Wood and the children
were all taken suddenly sick at the same time, and with the same at-
tendant symptoms, the wife dying after a very brief illness. Suspi-
cion was entertained by the physicians and others, at the time, that
this strange fatality was produced by other than natural causes; but
no circumstances transpired to induce the belief that there was any
criminality connected with it. The physicians entertained the opin-
ion that their deaths were caused by some poisonous substance they
had taken accidentally, and the matter was dropped. > vk

It was well known that David J. Wood was possessed of consider-
able property, both real and personal, and at the time of his death
his estate was valued at from $20,000 to $30,000. It occasioned some
surprise, therefore, when upon the final settlement it was fo.und there
was little or nothing left for his children. The appearance of a note
§:1 rting to have been given by David J. to Isaac L. Wood, for

2650, which had been transferred to the New York firm to whom
the latter had been sending produce, being pronounced a forgery,
created a suspicion that there was something wrong. Some time in
the summer of 1857, Joseph J. Welch, who then occupied the house
where David J, Wood and wife died, discovered in the barn of the
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premige, a package containing three parcels of white powder. It
appears by a chemical analysis, that one of these contained purc ar-
scnic, another a mixture of arsenic and magnesia, and the remaining
package, cream tartar.

These circumstances, together with the. suspicion that had been
entertained by the physicians ever since the death ot Mr. and Mrs.
Wood, led to the holding of an inquest. Coroner Caton, of Avon,
wagsent for, and a jury summoned. The body of Mrs. Wood was
disinterred, and the stomach sent to Prof Hadley, a distinguished
chemist, of Buffalo, for analysis. His experiments resulted in the
discovery of arsenic therein, and a subsequent analysis of the stom-
ach of Mr. Wood produced the same result. The package was pro-
duced before the jury, and among the papers in which it was envel-
oped, were found a printed copy of the administrator’s notice of sale
of the personal estate of David J. Wood. and a hand-bill announcing .
an auction sale in New York city. Various alterations and erasures
in the cash and account books of D. J. Wood were shown, and these
were proved to have been for some time after his death, in the pos-
session of I. L. Wood. Medical and other testimony was also ad-
duced. and the jury rendered a verdict that Rhoda Wood came fo her
death by poison, administered in their belief by Isaac L. Coroner
Oaton thereupon issued a warrant for his arrest, and deputized Ex-
Sheriff James Brewer, of Dansville, to serve it.

For some time after the death of Mr. and Mrs. D. J. Wood, Isaac
continued his business here, residing with his wife and ¢hild in the
houge where his brother died. He closed up here with a «{failure,”
and removed to New Jersey, where his wi!‘c and child died after a
brief and sudden illness. A post mortem examination of the stomach
of his wife revealed the presence of arsenic. The next we hear of him
isat Rantoul, Champaign Co., Illinois, a station on the Illinois Cen-
tral Railroad, about 130 miles south of Chicago. Here he was engag-
ed as a laborer upon a farm, and pretended to be in very reduced
circumstances. At this place he was found by Mr. Brewer, arrested,
and brought to this County, where he was imprisoned in the jail.
~ The case came on for trial at the February term of the Court of
Oyer and Terminer, and resulted in a disagreement of the jury, eight
being for conviction, and four for acquittal. A second’trial was held
commencing May 3d, and on the 15th the case was submitted to the
jury, who rendered a verdict of Gurrry, after being out two hours and
a half. On Monday morning, May 17th, the prisoner was brought
into Court and sentenced to be hung on the 25th day of June, 1858,
His coungel immediately applied for a writ of error, which was de-
nied, and resort was had to the power vested in the Governor, who
granted a stay of execution until the 9th day of July. Upon review-
ing the testimony Gov. King found nothing that would warrant his
interfering with the sentence of the Jaw, and at the date last mention-
ed the existence of Isaac L. Wood terminated upon the gallows.

_The prisoner was a man about five feet, five inches in height ; com-
plexion of a dark shade, and very spare countenance. His father

fed on the 23d day of December, 1842, and his mother on the 21st
day of March, 1854. The surviviug children are two brothers, Daniel
Hg}gey and John, residing in New Jersey, and a ‘sister, Mis. Clark,
residing at Lima, New York.
. We have thus sketched a brief notice of the family concerned in the
lj[iiﬁe.dy, as a preface to our report of the trials and execution, which

be found in the succeeding pages.

w




PIRST TRIAL O 18440 L. Wo0D:

Upon an Indictment for the Murder of Rhoda Wood by

Administering Arsenc.

Goi st
LIVINGSTON CO. OYER AND TERMINER:
Berore Hon. TrHos. A. JoaNsoN, Cirecvrr JupGe.

Geo. Hastings, Co. Judge., David Grayand A. W. Beach Session Justices.

O

Cousset For THE PEoPrs—Hon Amos A. Hendee, Dist. Att’y, of Geneseos;
Hon. J. A. VanDerlip, of Dansville; Hon. L. C. Peck, of Nunda.

CouxskL For TaE DEFESCE—Col.Jas. Wood, jr., of Genesco ; G. Bulkley and
. Hubbard, Esgs.,of lzansvme;
0

The case was called on Monday, Feb. 1, 1858, at 3 P. M.,
and on application of Counsel for Defence, was postponed till
Tuesday morning. .

Court commenced at 9 A. M., on Tuesday, and the morning
session was spentin drawing a jury.

: TUESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION.

The empanelling of the jury was concluded at 3 P. M., the fol-
lowing being a list of the men chosen to investigate this impor-
tant and intricate case: i

Jacob Genang, Lima; Arch. H. McLean, Caledonia; Chaun-
cey Metcalf, Geneseo; Moses Long, York; Mason Wattles,
Geneseo; John Hamilton, Aven; John W. Dalrymple, Geneseo;
Wm. Grant, Leicester; Geo. W. Glass, Geneseo; Jos. E.
White, Groveland; Chas. Woedman, Mt. Morris; John Cros-
sett, Geneseo.

The case was then opened on the part of the People by Hon.
Amos A. Hendee, District Attorney, in a speech which was
listened to with great interest by an audience as large as the
Court room could possibly hold We give as full a report of
his speech as space will permit;—

“GeNTLEMEN oF THE Jury:—In the administration of Justice
it not unfrequently becomes the painful, yet important and im-
perative duty of those charged with the due- execution of the
laws of the Jand to indict, arraign and bring to trial, persons
charged with the crime of murder; the greatest enormity of any
know, or punished by human enactment. The mind of man
if not deeply stained with guilt, whether savage or Christian,
qaturally revolts at the thought of cold bluoded, calculating, de-
liberate murder. Vet the history of our race from the’days of
our first parents down to the present motnent, reveals a black
catalogue of.crime of this kind, sickening in its extent and
character, disclosing a moral depravity incident to our race tru-
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Iy humiliating, when we reflect how fallen must be the guilty
who.was, ereated originally in the image of his Maker.

“From. Mount Sinai first came the mandate—* Thou shall not
kill” Al nations, particularly those who acknowledge the
binding force of this command, have some recognized and esta!)-
lished law, designed to duly bring to trial and punishment in
some manner all persons who are found guilty of breaking this
law. >

“This State by legal enactment declares—‘ The killing of a
human being without authority of law by poison, shooting, stab-
bing or any other means, or in any other manner, when perpe-
trated from a premeditated design to effect the death ofthe per-
son killed, or any other human being, is murder.’

‘“The prisoner at the bar stands before you charged with this
erime. He is charged in the indictinent to which he has inter-
posed the plea of not guilty, with the murder of Rhoda Wood,
and with having produced her death by poison, on the 10th day
of June, 1855—administered to her by his own hand.

This indictment has been duly found by the grand inquest of
the county, and it has become my duty as the law officer of the
county to bring the issue tendered by the prisoner before a traw-
erse jury for trial. You have been selected by the accused as
his triers to pass upon the question of his guilt, and when the
evidence in the case shall be closed, when you shall have
heard counsel in behalf of the prisoner and the people, and af-
ter the court shall have instructed you in reference to the law
of the land applicable to the case. You are all without doubt
duly impressed with the important duty imposed upon you, and
while on the one hand you will not allow the rights of the ac-
cused, as we feel assured, to be affected by any prejudice, we
doubt not that on the ether hand you will allow the evidence
that may be adduced before you to have its due and proper
right and influence over your judgment and decision, notwith-
standing the strong, generous and charitable emotions which
swell the bosoms of all inen who abhor crime and feel a natural
reluctance in believing a tale of wrong against their fellow men.

““A case of this character is involved in difficulties most rare,
—almost without a parallel in the annals of crime. Very sel-
dom indeed and in no case in history have I found where the
gravein two and one-half years after death has given up its
dead to produce evidence against the party accused.

“In giving a history of this case it is necessary to blend anoth-
er act in the tragedy with the offence charged in the indictment.
The husband of her who preceded her to eternity, and by the
game hand, D. J. Wood, was also the victim of the accused.

*‘I shall endeavor to give a history of these individuals, so far
as is important for you to understand this case, and the relation
which it bears. It seems D. J. Wood labored and toiled for
years and accumulated property; he had been engaged in busi-
ness at Dansville for some time with another brother, D. Hal-
sey Wood. 1In June, 1854, the prisoner came to Dansville and
was a member of D. J. Waod’s family, and resided there at the
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time of the death of D. J.. Wood, (which was in May 1855.) D.
J. Wood had been sick three or four days previous to his death.
D. J. and I. L. Wood were the only members at home at the
time of his sickness and death. The night of his death the ser-
vant girl, Margaret Lynch, stayed at the house of Halsey Wood.
He was taken sick Sunday evening, and died the Wednesday
following. At the time of his death, Mrs. Wood was in New
Jersey on a visit; D. J. was buried the Sunday following. In
June fourth or fifth Mrs. Wood was taken sick, and died on or
about the tenth. On the fourth or fifth day of ker illness she
and the children all had similar symptoms.

‘At the time of Mrs. Rhoda Wood’s death suspicions were
aroused. Subsequent to that period and during the last summer
facts came to light from which the citizens of Dansville became
determined to ascertain whether they were victims of disease
or poison. In August the Coroner summoned a jury and Mrs.
Wood was disinterred; the stomach was extracted and sent to
bear an analytic examination.

“Subsequently D.J. Wood was disinterred and his stomach
sent to bear the same examination. These examinations satis-
fied them that they been occasioned by poison. - They were al-
so satisfied that no one had a motive to do the deed except the
prisoner, and also that he alone possessed the means of so do-
ing.
%‘The Grand Jury found this a preper case for a traverse Ju-
ry, and you will see the reason why this case is now presented.
It becomes necessary for the people to prove the corpus delicti.
We shall prove that Rhoda Wood died; that her death was
caused by poison. We shall prove this by her symptoms and
also by the analysis of the chemists. We expect to abundantly
satisfy you by ihe testimony of physicians that her symptoms
indicated poison by arsenic, as charged in the indictment.—
This will be coupled-with the analysis of the chemist.”

Mr. Hendee further remarked that the next question they
would endeavor to answer is, by whose agency was her death
brought about. It will be shown that it was administered by
the defendant or taken voluntarily by themselves. We appre-
hend that after listening to the evidence, the jury would have
no difficulty in deciding upon this point. Another question
which may arise is, was it given by mistake. The giving of
the poison will be coupled with a motive too strong to admit of
a shadow of doubt—a desire to enjoy the possession of the pro-
perty of his brother. Mr. H. spoke at some length upon the
subject of motive, briefly presented the character of the chain
of evidence to be adduced, and concluded his remarks as fol-
lows :—

“And now, gentlemen, although it may be painful for you to
say that the defendeut is guilty of the offence charged, Tappre-
hend that if you are satisfied"he is the man, you will have that
regard for your oaths and the welfare of the community, that
will induce you to pronounce a verdict that will prevent the
saerifice of another yictim at his hand.” :



. EVIDENCE FOR.THF, RPEOPLI,.

Edward W. Patchin—Reside in Dangsville; am a physician
and surgeon; have practiced twenty years; resided in the sil-
lage of Dansville between fifteen and sixteen years; knew Rho-
da Wood; she resided in Dansville; she is not living; died in
June, 1855; night of 9th or morning of 10th; died at her resi-
dence in Dansville; attended her a portion of the time during
her last illness; saw her upon the second day of her illness; saw
her at herresidence; she was a married lady; called in the fore-
noon; if any one went with me it was Dr. Reynale; will not be
positive, but Blake was along; she was on a bed in the bed-
room; can’t tell who were present at particular times; saw Mrs,
Wood, Mrs. Brookfield, (a relative of the family from the East,)
isaac Wood and Mrs. Noah Smith; there were others there,
but can’t say who they were; went at Dr. Endress’ request,
made a personal examination of the symptoms of Mrs. W.;
found her presenting symptoms of extreme prostration, and
faintness, with a weak, rapid and faltering pulse; surface cold,
face presenting a livid appearance, with a purplish hue; a color
difficult to describe; the membrane of the eye-lids injective and
red; she was complaining of severe headache, and pain in the
stomach of a burning character, accompanied by intense thirst,
with great nausea and frequent vomiting: also with diarrhea;
some of the stools were muncous and slimy, a bloody slime; some
considerable tenderness in the stomach and bowels; more in the
stogmach than elsewhere; together with general restlesaness;
these were the prominent symptoms as I noticed at the time.—
The extremities were below the natural temperature of the body
and a little cooler than the rest of the body; doen’t remember
the condition of the veins; have a recollection of their appear-
ance; they were darker and fuller than usual; prescribed for the
patient with consultation; gave her opiates, anti-spasmodics and
stimplants; gave her morphine, a preparation of opium, in the
form of injection and otherwise; gave her camphor by the mouth;
diffusible stimulus, compound tincture of spices, creosote in so-
lution, quinine as'a tonic; my impression is that we gave her
chloroform in the form of medicine by the mouth; don’t mean tq
say that we gave ter all this at the first prescription; they are
the principal articles used during her iliness; medicines were
left to be administered by the nurses; think I gave her some
with my own hand; saw her a number of times that day: spent
most of the day there; made it a point for some of us to be there
continually till she died, and a part of the time all of us; noticed
" no material change in the character of the symptoms except a
constant growing worse; she died on the night ¢f the 9th or
morning of the I0th; left there in the night, perhaps 12 o’clock;
was not there when she died; she wis very weak and very
much prostrated when I left; vomiting had not ceased; mig}{t
have been a temporary cessation, no particular remission of
symptoms; the pain and thirst continued up to the time I left; no-
ticed no eruptions or pimples about the face; have stated that
the membrane of the eye-lid was red, injected with blood; noth-
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ing further peculiar about the eye; expression of countenance
that of suffering, distress and ' anxiety; do not remember thag
the tenderness of the stomach varied a great deal duringher ill-
ness; lips wererather dry, and so was the tongue, one of the
symptoms I forgot—the front portion of the tongue was red, and
slightly furred in the back ‘part; don’t remember that she coms
plained of a tightness in the stomach, or difficulty of swallow-
ing; recollect of examining the surface of the body frequently
and found it cool; noticed a cold, clammy sweat, but not a great
deal of moisture; the diarrhoea was not as frequent atany time
as the vomiting; cannot state whether it was more frequent af
the elose of her illness ar nat; it was after the first visit that I
noticed the mucous and bloody character of the stools; think if
was the third day.

The* symptoms indicate that the disease was occasioned by
some poisonous substance taken into the stomach, and so ex-
pressed myself at the time; arsenic; or arseneous acid, will pro-
duce symptoms of that character.

Q.—What is your opinion was the cause of her death? (Qb=
jected to by defence, and objcction overruled.)

"~ A.—It was due to the effect of arsenic taken into the sys-
tem.

Mr. Wood, the prisoner, was very attentive, and appeared
to manifest a great deal of interest in the case.

My recollection is that he gave her a considerable drink; [
think I saw him give her medicine, byt am not positive; he was
in the room frequently where Mrs Wood lay, and the one ad-
joining. i

(Witness was here shown a diagram, which he recognized ag
a representation of the house ‘in which Mrs. W. lived; was not
very well acquainted with the house; but recognized the princi=
pal rooms and the bed-room where she lay.)

Isaac Wood made frequent inquiries in regard to her condi-
tion, the probability of her recovery, etc; these inquiries were
very frequent; no not now recollect of any time when he was
not present; the drinks were mostly water, a pitcher generally
standing in the room; understand she was taken ill about the
middle of the day previous to the day 1 was called.

Had known Isaac L. Wood some months; saw him frequent-
ly in the streets and about town; had no particular acquaintance;
thought the interest he maifested in the case was unusual, and
so stated at the time; when he gave her drink he was close by
the bed-side, and sometimes raised her head; he gave her drink
as often as any one; the bed-roo:a was fall a mediom sized one;
perhaps 8 by 10 or 11 feet; bed was on the East side of the’
room, stood East and North; door in the N. E. ecorner; when
lifting her up his back would be West, North-west; think I saw
him in the room when she was vomiting; ladies were present;
female assistants.

At that time there were in the family Mrs. Wood, Isaac L.
Wood, her two children, Frank and Georgie, a servant girl, and
Miss Brookfield, a relative of the family from the Fast, »
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Was present when Mrs. W. was disinterred; it was in Au-
gaust, 1857, between the 10th and 14th; she was buried in ghe
cemetery, 1} miles South of the village; was not at the burial;
a body was taken up and I saw the name on the coffin-plate or
head-stone; think I should have recognized it as the body of
Mrs. W.; she was buried in a metallic coffin; a wooden box sur-
rounded it; the lid of the box was taken off, and the metallic
case lifted out; think the box was not taken out; noticed som'®e
appearance of decay in the box; the lid of the coffin was taken
off, a substance used to neutralize the odor; body opened, stom-
ach viscera taken out, put in a vase, and the body put back; the
jar was taken to the village, alcohol put in and sealed up; it
was placed in the hands of Coroner Caton, taken to Buffalo and
placed in charge of Prof. Geo. Hadley; the body was not taken
from the coffin; the external appearance of the body was dark;
decomposition had commenced in some places, presenting a
dark, greasy, tawny appearance; the features of the face were
such that I could recognize her; the hair was in its natural po-
sition; there was very little fluid in the body. it being nearly
dry after taking out the viscera; color was whitish: noticed
slight variations in color; no peculiarity in the smell of the body,
except it was not as offensive as I expected to find; the most
peculiar state of the viscera was the good state of preservation;
thin, clear and transparent in their texture; I do not know but
the kidneys were taken out, the whole alimentary canal was
taken eut; there were some portions of the viscera that were
darker than others; attributed the unusual state of preservation
to the preservative powers of the arsenic; know of the morbid
appearance occasioned by arsenic from reading and authors,
have read Christianson on Poisons; Tayler on Poisons; these
these are standard works; regarded good authority; am acquaint-
ed with Taylor & Beck’s Medical jurisprudence; never read
Chitty’s medical jurisprudence.

The direct examination of the witness here closed, and the
Court adjourned till 6 A. M., to-morrow.

WEDNESDAY —MORNING SESSION.

Court’convened at nine A. M., and the examination of the
People’s first witness, Dr. Patchin, continued,

E. W. Patchin—-As far as my knowledge extends, no person
in Dansville, out of the Wood family was affected with similar
symptoms in that year; in my opinion these symptoms were
caused by repeated dases of arsenic; the two children of Mr. W.
were sick at the same time with similar symptoms. Mrs.
Wood’s husband was David.J. Wood: he died on the 16th of May
previous.

Cross-Ex.—The usual remedjes as an antidote for arsenig,
are the hydrated oxide of iron, magnesia, charcoal; I speak of
these in a chemical light; it is doubted if they possess this pow-
er; there are others that are regarded in a mechanical point of
view, enveloping the article, preventing solution of the muecil-
ages; they are gum arabie, slippery elm berk, different nils, gum
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tragida, and anything that will envelope it; opium is also said to
be very efficacious in removing the effect; if vomiting has not al-
ready been excited, the use of the stomach pump may remove
the cause.

I did not suppose at the time it was a case, arsenical poison;
the use of anodynes, mucilages is good for cholera morbus;also
stimulus, astringents, counter itritation, etc., constitutes the
general treatment; preparations of opium are generally used;
morphine more than anything else; laudanum is sometimes used;
compound tincture of cinnamon, blandv as a stimulant; some-
times calomel as an absorbent; preparations of chalk; creosote;
chloroform is sometimes given to allay irritability, restlessness,
etc., alkali is frequently used in such cases; sub carborate of
soda.

When I was there, there were always plenty of female at-
tendants at hand; never treated a case of arsenical poison unless
this was one; the children recovered; they were sick some
time; the dangerous stage of their illness had passed prior to
Mrs. Wood's death; if 1 were called to- day to treat a case of
arsenical poison, think 1 should treat it precisely as we did that;
went to Buffulo with the Coroner.

Re-Direct.—In speaking of antidotes I give those used by
different practitioners without indicating my preference; I have
bat little confidence in any antidote for neutralizing puison;
should try to remove it by vomiting or otherwise; these reme-
dies and antidotes should be applied before the poison is absorb-
ed in the system; don’t think the remedies administered could
have been effectual unless portions of the poison remained unab-
sorbed in the stomach. In regard to the treatment I mean to
state that mustard over the stomach would be beneficial and
give warmth to the extremities; the symptoms of arsenical pci-
son are not always the same.

Cross-Ex-Resumed.—I treated a case where the symptoms
indicate a poisonous substance in the stomach; did not think
arsenic was administered after I was called; do not think it
was.

Samuel L. Endress.—Reside in Dansville; am a practicing
physician; practiced there 30 years next Aug.; knew David J.
Wood and his wife Rhoda Wood; they resided in Dansville:
was present during the illness of Mrs. Wood, nearly all the
time; she was taken sick June 5, 1855: she was taken sick in
the morning. 1 understood about ten o’clock. saw her between
five and six in the afternoon: my residence is abouta quarter of
amile from where Mrs. W. resided. had attended her prior to
this time: was her family physician just previous to this date:
attended her once before: some months before D. J. Wood died:
went there alone on this day: found her on the bed in the bed-
room, vomiting severely: and complaining bitterly of her stom-
ach: very much prostrated: thisis about all I noticed at that
time: she was restless at the time complaining of a burning sen-
sation in the stomach: thirst was very urgent: apparently very
much exhausted: was able toarise from the bed: no perspiration
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thanifest at that time: the surface was dry;. with more or less
heat: complaining of pain in the stomach: don't remember of
examining her tongue at that time: her pulse was small and fre-
quent: weak, quick and regular: found the two children sick,
with the same symptoms as the mother: they were vomiting, and
complained of the same pain in the stomach: prescribed for the
tnother and children: her symptoms increased in intensicy from
that time till'her death: the pulse became more rapid; the coun-
tenance assumed a more anxious expression: the thirst more
urgent: wanted ice in her mouth most of the time: complained
more of the burning sensation in the stomach and throat: com-
plained very much of headache: extremities quite cold; cold,
¢lammy perspiration: torgue became red at the end, and furred
at the baclk part: went there again that night with Dr. Blake: he
went at my request: took him as there was something peculiar
about the discase: thought it was the result of something she
had taken: a circumstance had occurred in the family to create
suspicion: it was the death of Mr. D. J. Wood: the manner in
which he died, similar appearanee, sudden illness, etc., created
suspicions; Biake and myself came to the conclusion that it was
caused by something she had taken: he went there with me a
number of times: Patchin went the next day at my request:
think T was there when she died: don’t remember whether she
was sensible or not: think she was able to get up with assist-
ancethe 1st and 2d day: notafter that: the effusions toward the
last were slimy and streaked with blood: these symptoms are
produced by irritation of the mucous membrane: I. L. Wood
was there when I gava the presecription: think he came for me,
think Thanded him the prescription, or laid it on the table and
btireau: told him to be careful and not get them mixed, asthe
powders for Mrs. Wood would be too strong for the children:
can’t say whether the prisoner took the medicine or not: I gen-
erally do up my powdersin writing paper. (Witness exhibited
here the size and shape of his powders usually.) Never left
any medicines for others to mix: the powders were to be taken
in sweetened water: in a teaspoon: think the conversation I had
with Wocd was upon my first visit.

I told him that 1 thought the disease was not owing to at-
mospheric influence, but to something they had taken: he re-
plied that Mrs. Wood had eaten considerable veal, the children
some, and he had eaten some himself: it was in the morning at
breakfast: he had eaten less than others, but vomited some while
on the road to Wayland: don’t remember of anything further be-
ing said: he said nothing of being sick at the time: did not com-
plain or look sick: think this was when I was first called: the
next day I reqnested Dr. Patchin to interrogate her aboutit: I
had suspicions of wrong, but did not know where to place it: I
wanted to find out whether the patient had not taken some poi-
son: T hada suspicion they had been poisoned at the time: judg-
ing now from her symptoms, and on examination of medical au-
‘thority, T am of the opinion she was poisoned with white arse-
nic: Mrs. W. lay on the bed in the bed-room: the children in
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the dining-room upon a lounge: the hired girl was with the chil«
dren: don’t remember of seeing prisoner administer medicine or
drink to Mrs. Wood: left Mrs. Wood’s preseription on the bu-
reau in the bed-room, I think: the children’s in-the dining-room:
prisoner was always in the house, in the bed-room, dining-room
and about the kitchen, walking up and down, rather uneasy: he
broke up the ice and brought it in: have seen him in the kitchin:
ice was kept in the wood house: his manner was quiet: gener-
ally cool: there were ladies enough in assistance to render all
necessary attendance: don’t remember of the prisener asking
me about lhe probability of her recovery: saw him frequently
talking with Dr. Patchin: no other persons were near: they
were near the bed-room door: think they were Within ten or
twelve feet from me.

Took no particular notice of Wood’s manner: his conduct ex-
cited some attention, and was a subject of remark between me
and Dr. Patchin: I made a prescriptien of beef tea: think it was
the second day in the latter part of the same: they sent the hired
girl to Halsey Wood’s to get alean piece of beet: it was cut up
and put into a bottle, seasoning put into it, putit in a vessel of
water on the stove, and cooked: the bottle was left open: I
helped prepare it the first time: was not in the room when it was
first given: I directed one of the ladies to give it to her occa-
sionally: did dot give it to the children: it was taken into the
bed-room in a cup or some such vessel: did not order it to be
diluted; saw this bottle in the kitchen afterwards, on the stove
in the kettle of water: I was in the kitchen when I saw it: saw

-the body of Mrs. W. when it was disinterred: saw the grave: it
was dry: she was buried in a metallic coffin: I was not there
when the body was first taken out; I saw it afterwards: it was in
a good state of preservation: spoke of it: heard Dr. Patchin’s
testimony on this subject: Dr. Hovey performed the dissection:
coffee, chloride of lime, and other preparations, were used ta
prevent the odor:*the smell was rather. offensive.

Cross ex.—1 think I. L. 'W. came after me between 5 and 6
in the evening: think I went immediately: found there Miss
Brookfield, the hired girl, and the family: the second time I
found Mrs. Smith there: have seen Mrs, Wilson, Mrs, Wetmore,
Mrs, Noyes, and Mrs. Hequembourg there: the boy and girl
were sick: they recovered some days after Mrs. W.’s death:
they were about the house a few days aftei her death: the symp-
toms of cholera morbus resemble those produced by arseneous
poison: cholera morbus is generally owing to an increased tem-

erature of the atmosphere, sudden changes of the weather, ete.:
irritating substances taken into the stomach may produce it: I
suspected Mrs. W. might have taken some irritating substance
by accident or otherwise: cholera morbus may be produced by
substances not ranked among poisons: did not suspect she had
taken arsenic on my first visit. [ thought afterwards: that she
had takenarsenical poison: I can’t repeat what we gave her
from day to day: think we gave her chloroform: used mustard
plasters: warm applications toihe feet; gave her quinine, creas
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sote, etc.: made the second visit in the evening: another in the
morning with Dr. Patchin: left some medicine every day we
were there: think we nsed warm applications and mustard plas-
ters the first day: these remedies are generally employed in
cases of cholera morbus: don’t remember any other disease the
symptoms of which resemble those produced by poison: mor-
phine powders are always done up in white paper, and are near-
ly the same size: think I left the children’s medicine on the ta-
ble in the dining-room, and Mrs. Wood’s on the bureau in the
bed-room, am not positive whether Wood said he vomited in
going to or coming from Wayland: beef tea was given as nour-
ishment: never had or saw a case of arsenical poison before
these.

Don’t think a physician can form a reliable opinion from the
symptoms alone in a casc of arsenical poison, without a chem-
ical analysis-

Re-Direct—I think arsenic was given in repeated doses to
Mrs. Wood: Ishould think from the symptoms that she had
taken arsenic after my first visit: had known no other person in
Dansville outside of the Wood family, affected with a similar
disease that year: never slime and blood of this description ina
case of chalera morbus: don’t know that I ever saw thatbuarning
sensation in the throat in cholera morbus: arsenic is an irritat-
ing poison: maguesia mixed with it prevents immediate action.

Cross ex. resumed.—Don't know that I supposed the arsenie
was given in repeated doses, at that time: I then supposed it had
been administered prior to my first eall: spoke about poison:
looked about the house to see if I could discover any: did not -
then suspect poison was administered to her criminally: sup-
posed it was accidental: she died from the secondary symptoms
of poison: more from the effect of it upon the alimentary canal
than upon the head and brain: if she had taken sufficient to pro-
duce death at the first dose, the symptoms would have been ap-
parent in an hour or two: death would ensue within 24 or 48
hours: there are instances onrecord wherea person has taken
% anoz. and thrown it off, doing no barm: and again such doses
have killed in a very short time: purging does not always follow
the taking of arsenic in heavy doses.

3 At half after 12 o’clock the Court took a recess of one
our.

WEDNESDAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.

‘The cross-examination of Dr. Endress was resumed. I do
not remember what was the cause of Mrs. Wood’s illness when
I called there some time previous to her last sickness: I made
prescriptions for her then, but do not remember what they were:
the blood was first discovered in her stools toward the last of
her sickness: the third or fourth day: have seen blood in cases
of dysentery, but not cholera morbus: a person may die of chol-
era morbus in 24 hours, and may live some days: never sawa
case where cholera morbus ran with dysentery: Mrs. Wood died
from secondary symptoms, the effect of giving repeated doses
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is to keep up irritation and cause inflammation: there might be the
same sy mptoms produced by asingle dose: I suppose there were
repeated doses given: do not think of any other diseases the
symptoms of which are similar to arsenical poisoning: Mrs W.
was taken T'uesday, and she died Sunday following: staid there
a great part of the time: cholera morbus is sometimes caused by
eating meats, and other substances taken into the stomach: it
was sometime after death that I stated T believed arsenic had
been administered to Mrs. Wood: this was before the chemical
analysis was made: was not at the burial: did not see enough of
the body to recognize itas Mrs. Wood’s: the cemetery is about
a mile and a half south of Dansville, a gravelly, sandy soil: have
never had occasion to exhume bodies from the cemetery: this
grave was on a mound: don’t know from my own knowledge that
it was the body of Mrs. Wood.

Direct 1esumed. Did not ask Mrs. Wood what she had tak-
en or eaten, because she was extremely sick.

Zara H. Blake, sworn—Reside in Dansville: have practiced
medicine in Dansville 10 years: knew D. J. and Rhoda Wood:
knew the counsel: was present during the last illness of Mrs.
Wood: went there first on the evening of the 5th of June, 1855:
if my recollection serves me right: understood it to be the first -
day of herillness: went there with Dr. Endress: the symptoms
were vomiting and efforts at vomiting—extreme prostrations,
burning sensation in her stomach-and throat, extreme restless-
ness, &c.: (this witness corroborated the testimony of the other
physicians as to the symptoms:) advised in connection with the
attending physicians as to prescriptions to be given: found her
in the bed-room: the children were afflicted similar to the moth-
er, but less in degree; advised in reference to a prescription for
them: Dr. Endress dealt out the prescriptions: was present at
the time, in the dining-room: Isaac L. Wood was there the first
time I called: he was in and about the rooms: I mzan the dining
room and the rooms where the sick ones were: if my memory
serves me right the prisoner went into the kitchen to get drinks
for Mrs. Wood and thechildren: the prisoner was waiting upon
the sick: don’t recollect any special remarks that he made at
that visit: she required her head to be raised to take her
drink, the first time I visited her: was there about an hour: next
went there the evening of the 6th of June: observed an increase
in the symptome in severity and force—Dr. Endress was with
me at the time: think Patchin was present the evening of the 6th:
advised prescriptions for that evening: think the children very
slowly improved.

Either the night of the 6th or the 7th stayed a portion of the
.night with the deceased" think the prisoner was present at all
the visits I made: the night of the 7th the deceased appeared
still more prostrated, the symptoms aggravated,and some tra-
ces of blood in the evacuations: I visited her frequently in the
day time after the evening of the 6ih: traces of blood were dis-
oovered on the eveiing of the 7th—the children very slowly im-
proved from the 6th: did not at any time speak to Mrs. Wood of
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the cause of her sickness, by reason of her extréme prostration:
have no knowledge of any beef tea being given to her, butknow
that it was prepared: the manner of the prisoner was very at-
tentive and anxious, witha degree of uneasiness and watchful
care unusual in no nearer relative than a brother-in-law: noticed
that he watched other persons in the house, the children, but not
any one else to my knowledge: he was chiefly confined to her
wants: my impressions are that the prisoner conversed with Dz,
Patchin in my presence relative to the prospects of her recovery:
gastro enteretis is an inflammation of the stomach aqd bowels,
and a bloody evacuation is one of the symptoms. It is produe-
ed by atmospherical influences, indigestible matter received in-
to the stomach, and some or most of the mineral poisons: re-
peated doses of arsenic might produce gastro enteretis: my
opinion is that poison produced the death of Mrs. Wood—poi:
soning by arsenic, as the primary cause of the death—gastro
enteretis cause of her death: together with the effects of the ar-
senic upon her nervous system.

Think arsenic was taken by her in repeated doses during her
illness; observed the substance vomited up by her drinks: the
puffy or livid appearance of the face continued during her life
time: she was thick set of a nervous temperment, her counte-
nance wore an anxious expression, showing a general giving up
of nature: was present when she was disinterred: don’t think I
sho’'d have recognized the body apart from the plate upon the
coffin and the tomb stone at the head of the grave: (the witness
then proceeded to corroborate the testimony as to the appear-
ance of the corpse, viscera, etc.) The stomach was in good
preservation: there was a hole init, not caused by decay, but by
the doctor’s knife in opening the abdomen: Dr. Hovey performed
the operation; it would require a great deal of care to open the
abdomen, and it would be very probable that the operator would
puncture the viscera in the operation.

Cross-Examined—In my opinion the disease of which Mrs.
Wood died was produced by poison: this epinion was formed at
her death, and at that time expressed it: communicated this opin-
on to Dr. Endress, and I think Dr. Patchin ; during her illness
entertained a suspicion that she was poisoned, but could :not
then clearly make up my mind what form of poison was used;
did not suspect that poison had been criminally administered un-
to her; (the witness then proceeded to give the namesof the
remedies administered to Mrs. Wood, and the symptoms at difs
ferent stages of the disease.)

Did not make any investigation or examination as to whether
she had been poisoned or by whom it was done; I suspected
she was poisoned; did not form a clear opinion as to what: kind,
of poison had been used, but had suspicion that it wes arsenic;
inquired of the accompanying physicians of their opinion as fo
her being poisoned, and mentioned a number, among the rest
arsenic, lead, and the vegetable poisons,but we excluded the idea
of the veal having caunsed such extreme prostration; our sus-
Ppicions’were thst she had been poisoned by arsenic; we madeit
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a matter of conversation in our consultations; did not suspect
during the sickness that arsenic wasadministered to her during
her illness; do not think the primary and secondary symptoms
existed at the same time in this cuse. .

Examination direct resumed.—If arsenic was administered in
small doses it ‘would tend to aggravate the secondary symp=
toms.

Peter T. Caton, sworn—I reside in Avon; am one of the Cor-
oners of this County; was present at the disinterment last
summer of the boldy represented to be that of Rhoda Wood; Drs.
Hovey, Endress; Patching Reynale, (and I think Dr. Blake,)
were present; am a practicing physician, and have been in prac-
tico about 20 years; suprintended the disinterring of the body
as Coroner; the body was opened and the stomach and viscera
taken out by Dr. Hovey; took viscera and stomach and teok- it
to Niles’ Drug Store in the village of Dansville; put on some
aleohol and sealed them up; the jar was a stone one; I took it
to Buflalo, und delivered it to Prof. George Hadley, at the Med-
ical College in Buffulo; did not take a package out at that time;
I teok the jar to Boffalo to have an analysis of the contents
made by the Proffessor; at another time [ took the stomach and

_viseera of David J.- Wood for analysis, and also a package, sup-
posed to cgptain arsenic, which was delivered to me-by Dr.
Niles: took thetn to Buffilo and delivered them' to Profi. Geo.
Hadley; the package contained three parcels done up separately;
Prof. Hadley took of each of these parcels a portion of the con-
tents, then returned them to me, the same papers were around
the packages as were delivered to me; (here the witness produced
the package,) ok it from the Proles-or, and kept itin my
possession until the Grand Jury sat, in October; produced the
package before tho Grand Jury, and it was then taken in pos-
session by the District Attorney.

Saw the body said to be that of David J. Wood; it wes opened
by - Dr. Biake; the stomach and viscera taken out, put in a jar,
covored with alcohol and sealed up the same as the others, ex-

- amined the jars before they were used, and washed them out,
and then.drained it as dry as I could; used the water out of Dr.
Niles’ well; Dr. Niles furnished the alcohol.

Cross-Examination—The rcason. why I exhumed the body
was that there was a letter written to me by nine gentlemen of
Duansville; my impression is that the letter was written by B,
Hovey of Dansville; Dr. Patcliin went with me to Buffalo, when
1 took the stomach of Mrs. Wood; nobody went with me asec-
ond time; when the viscera of Mrs. Wood was taken from .lhe
body, it was wrapped up is brown paper, large size wrapping
paper; volled it up myself; in that paper I carried it down to Dr.
Niles’; had intended to have put it ioa glass jar, but it c;acked
and I then got an earthen jar;iaid it down on the end of a box,
back of the store, in the yard, and requested Dr. Hovey to watch
it; there were a number of persons present; the jars were sealed.
—(The witness then gave a description of tho manuer 1o which
the jar was sealed. s 3
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T'he jury was summoned before the body was exhumed; theré
was testimony taken before me, before the stomach was taken
to Buffalo, there were some physicians sworn, and among the
rest Drs. Reynale and Hovey were examined before the stom-
ach was sent to Buffalo; adjourned the inguest for the purpose
of getiing the analysis: the testimony was !_aken dpwn prior to
going to Buffulo; don’t know where the (estimony 18 now; 1 put
it on file in the Clerk’s office; think it is there with the rest of
the testimony; the testimony taken was reduced to writing un-
der my directions.

Direct resumed—Took the package to Buffalo. where 1 took
D. J. Wood’s stomach; I got the package of Dr. Niles.

Cross-examinalion resumed—The wilness corrected his for-
mer statement, saying that he believed now that he had not
taken any medical testimony before he went to Buffalo; he was
advised to wait until a chemical analysis had been made; issued
a warrant for the arrest of Isaac L. Wood, and deputised James
Brewer of Dansville, to serve it; Mr. Brewer brought Wood be-
fore me on the warrant when he returned; could not say wheth-
er I had denied counsel for defence the privilege of seeing the
minutes of testimony on the inquest.

Direct resumed.—~The glass jar was cleansed by the same
process as the earthen ones.

Shepard Jones sworn—Have resided in DansvilTe 22 years;
knew D. J.and Rhoda Wood; am a cabinet maker by profes-
sion; I know that David J.and Rhoda Wood are dead; they were
buried in the new cemetery at Dansville, which has been used as
such 7 or 8 years; acted in capacity of undertaker in their cases,
and as such furnished Fisk’s metallic coffius; think I helped bury
the first; furnished a box in each case, and hearse; was present
at the exhumation of Mrs. Wood; I have ameans of telling that
the body was that of Rhoda Vood. by the box, the coffin; the
plate, the shroud; saw Mrs. Wood when she was placed in the
coffin; helped put her in myself; have no doubt whatever that the
body disinterred was that of Mrs. Wood; thought I recognized
the shape of the face, but aside from these surrounding circum-
stances dou’t know as I should have done so. 3

Cross Examination.—The eyes were sunken; the hair natu-
ral on the head; the month had not retained its natural position,
the nose was partially decayed; the coffin was not cemented, be-
cause it was not thought necessary.

William H. Reynale, sworn.—Have practiced in Dansville
about 30 years; knew D. J. ani Rhoda Wood; they resided in
Dansville some 12 years ago previons to their death; I can’t an-
swer positively; was present when Mrs, Wood was disinterred;
saw the body when the lid was taken from the coffin; should
not have recognized ber without the surrounding circumstanzes,
but after looking at her a while I recollected her; she had pecu-
liar features; I was very well satisfied when the lid was re-
moved that it was Mrs. Wood; the general outlines of her face
satisfied me; noticed the stomach and viscera; (the witness cor-
roborated the general appearance of _the body and interior of
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the abdomen as sworn to by the preceding physicians,) as a
general thing the bowels and stomach decay first, particularly
in diseases of those organs; the stomach and viscera were in a
very good stale preservation; it is said that arsenic will preserve
those organs, and is so laid down by Beck, Taylor, and other
leading authorities; the peculiarity of soilsare more preserving
than others; have not known a grown person to die from cholera
morbus in Dansville; I should think thatin cases of cholera
morbus after death it would tend much to promote decomposi-
tion.

Cross-ex.—Should think the buman body would be preserved
better in the ground than exposed to the air; it was a doctrine at
one time that persons dying from arsenic would decompose
sooner than when a natural death ensues, that idea is now ex-
ploded; do not recollect of any tests being made of preservation
of bodies by arsenie.

 Direct resumed.—Intestines generally decompose very rapid-
ly; the viscera and bowels were in a better state of preservation
than some that have been buried three or four days.

Mrs. Mary Bunnell, sworn.-—Have resided in Dansville over
7 years; knew Mrs. Rhoda Wood; was at her house once during
her last illness; lived across the street from her house; was there
the first day she was takensick; between5 and 6 o’clock; saw
Dr. Endress there; he left some medicine on the table in the
dining-rcom; thick Tsaw. Isaac L. Wood take the medicine
when the Doctor was there; the Docter was sitting by the table;
do not know what the prisoner did with it; saw himake the
powders for the children and take them through the door that
led into their room; the Doctor told him to be careful and not
mix them: could no: say he took all the medicine, but should
think from a remark the Doctor made it was for the children:
prisoner replied that he *“would take care of the medicine and
see that it was given correctly;” was there about halfl an hour
that evening; did not converge with Mrs. Wood; was not there
again until after she died.

Cross- Examination.—Was not very much acquainted with
Mrs. Wood: had never been to her house before.

After the conclusion of the testimony of this witness the
Coart adjoained antil 9 o’clock A. M. to morrow.

: THURSDAY—MORNING SESSION.

Court convened at 9 o’clock, A. M., and the examination of
witnesses on the part of the prosecution continued.

George Hadley—Resides in Buffalo: has resided there more
than 10 years;am a chemist; have a position in the Medical De-
partment of the University of Buffalo; have been engaged in my
present business nearly 20 years: I can discover the presence of
arsenic i1n the stomach and viscera of a dead body during life:
know P. T. Caton: he brought me a jar containing a stomach
and viscera in two instances: [ think the first was August 2T
the second, Sep. 2: he brought also a package containing 3 par-
gels at the time he brought the last stomachjthe jars were ses|-
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¢d and tied over: the sealing did not appear to have been broks
en: I analyzed the contentsof the first jar: T discovered arsenic
thereint the ‘means employed were certain; the jar contained
the'stomach, "viscera and intastines of a human being: Dr. Ca-
ton informed me it was the stomach of Mrs. Wood; I found ar-
senicin it; (the packdge containing the three: parcels alluded to
was here produced and opened) these parcels resemble the ones
Trefer to; they are the same; [ analyzed each parcel; took out
a part of each; one parcel labeiled “arsenic,” 'is pure white arge-
nic; the one labeled in writing “arsenic poison,” is cream tar-
tar; the parcel in brown papers, aot labeled at all, is a mixture
of magnesia and white arsenic; about one fifth magnesia, by
weight, but this makes the greater part of the bulk; arsenic was
not used in my analysis; the arsenic I discerned was in the con-
tents of the jar. (Witness here exhibited the arsenic laken
from the stomach; it was contained in small glass tubes, and
was exhibtted to the jury through the microscope,) This lens
magnifies about 100 diameters; arsenie isnot a constituent part
of the human body; neither in life or death; what is seen thro’
the glass is arsenic.

Cross-Examination—The experiments by which I detected
this arsenic were performed in my laboratory in Buffalo; arsenic
is.a mineral substance; obtained by the working of certain ores,
mostly in Germany; arsenic is a rare substance among the ores
and minerals of this country; is not found in any of our waters;
have experimented on the water from Buffalo and Geneva;arse-
nic wasqormerly supposed to be centained in the human body;
this theory has been abandoned; have discovered arsenie in the
human body before this was brought me; 1 first made a prelim-
inary examination tosee what there was there. (The witness
here gave a minute description of the processof analyzing the
contents of the stomach.) The tests I have used leave the mat-
ter beyond the shadow of doubt; can’t tell whether the arsenic
was put into the stomach before or after death; the jar contained
alcohol; arsenic will form a solution with alcohol; by experi-
ment and calculation I think there was about four grains of ar-
senic in the contents of the jar; this estimate may be too large;
four grains will produce death, and if given in solution I think
a much less quantity; arsenic taken into the stomach becomes
absorbed in the body; it can be detected elsewhere than in the
stomach; dead bodies can be preserved by putting arsenic in the
vessels in which they are contained; my father gave me some
assistance in these experiments; washed some of the dishes, etc;
never had portions ot earth in which bodies were buried pre-
sented for experiment; think that death by taking arsenic is' more
apt to ensue after 24 hours after taking the dose; have analyzed
a stomach that had lain in the grave as long as this had: four
stomachs were recently brought me at one time {from Genesee
Co.; one of them had lain in the grave 24 years; I found arse-
nic in them all; these are the only cases in which I recollect of
examining bodies that had been buried aslong as this: think I
have; remember one case, but do not recoilect what [ leoked
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for i it. (Prof. Hadley here placed a few grains of sand, under
the magnitying glass to show its power, by request of counsel
for defence.) .

Re-direct—Have 'made a great many examinations for the
same purpose as_this; have sometimes testified in relation tg
themy in case where death ' ensues soon after taking arsenic,
without much vomiting, it is generally found in a metallic state
in the stomach, where there is vomiting and purging, whatis nog
absorbed is usnally thrown off.

Cross.  Examination resumed.—Can’t say anything about the
guantity that had been administered in these cases; can’t tel]
how much had been absorbed.

Mrs. Pamelia Smith--Reside in Dansville: have resided there
11 years; knew David J. Wood and Rhoda Wood; lived about
¥ mile from where they died; did live within one door; was pres
sent daring Mrs. Wood’s last illness; saw heron the first day of
her illness between two and three P. BI.; it was on Tuesday,
June 3, 1855; found at the house Mrs. W., her children, Miss
Brookfield and the hired girl; she had two children; a boy and 3
girl; their names were Georgiara and Frankie; the former was
10 years old last August; Frankie is 8 this month [ think; found
Mrs. W. very sick, vomiting and suffering great pain; she wag
in her bed room on her bed where Mr. Wood died; the children
were on the lounge or on Mrs. Wood’s bed: the lounge was in
the dining-room: the children were in very much the same con-
dition as the mother: I left before 5 o'clock: Miss Brookfield
went to Niles’ and got some tincture of cinnamon and gave her
that with gome pepper sauce; [ prepared it; she was vomiting
nearly the whole time, except when she was giving the chil-
dren some of the preparation: was there again between six and
seven; found Mrs, W., her two children, Miss Brookfield and
Isaac L. Wood: I remained till after 6 in the morning: Dr. En«
dress was there: came soon aflter I did: it was not his first vigit:
during the night I was waiting upon Mrs. W. and the children:
they were voniting most of the time: Dr. lelt medicine: Miss
B. administered it that night: I think it was left in her care:
when she was with the children I might have administered it ta
Mrs. W.: I did not give-anything to Mrs. W. but what the Dr,
7eft until morning; between five and six o’clock I prepared some
black tea in a clean tin cup; the girl put the tea in it; her name
is Margaret Liynch; I poured the water on it and stood by till it
was steeped; I poured the tea into a white teacup; I carried it
into Mrs. W’s room, and some one said she was worse; I set it
on the table in the kitchen; left it there and wentto Mrs. W's
room; went-back, poured the tea into the tin cup to warm it,
and afterwards returned it to the white cup; took it to Mrs. W's
roomand gave it to her; she tasted of it, but did not drink it;
it was thrown out; I did not taste it; I. L. W. was there that
morning: think he was in the kitchen when I prepared the tea;
do not recollect where he was when I left tea in the kitchen;
saw him both in the kitchen and dining room at that time: think
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Maiss Brookfield was in Mrs, W’s room when I went in. [ re-
turned to the house again on Wednesday: found Mrs. Wood
about the same: left about 11 o’clock: the children were not as
bad as the night before: returned again soon after dinner, or
about 2 o’clock: remained till after or near 4 o’clock: don’t re-
collect of any person’s being there that day except those I have
mentioned: during the afternoon I went icto the bed room: I.
L. Wood was there: went in 1o give an injection, and do what
might be necessary for the patient: the physician had left med-
icines with directions how and when to give it; 1 asked Mrs W.
if I should give her the medicine, I. L. Wood was there I think
when I asked her this question; I asked her soon after going in;
the prisoner was walking in the bed-room when [ went in;
can’t say positively whether I. L. Wood was present” when I
asked; did not administer any medicine at that time; the medi-
cine was kept on a bureau in the south and west corner of the
bed:-room; it was a liquid in two teacups; she was worse that
afternoon, wrenching, wildness of the eyes, and at one time
very near spasms; she once set up in the bed and shrieked; this
was about 4 o’clock; was there from that time till her death the
greater part of the time; was there four nights out of the five;
I think purging took place on Wednesday afterncon after I gave
injections.

1. L. Wood was about the house, he was away I think Wed-
nesday forenoon, Mrs. W. tock no_ nourishment till the beef tea
was prepared, don’t remember whether it was Wednesday or
Thursday afternoon, think it was Thursday, it was given to her,
can’t say how often, Dr. Endress prepared it or assisted in doing
80, it was done in the kitchen, think it was kept in a bottle in
the pantry oft the kitchen, Mrs. Wood described the pain she
felt as sharp and severe, complained of heat and thirst, these
symptoms increased continually; did not complain so much of
the severe pain after Wednesday, she alterwards complained of
burning sensation in her head and face as well ag throat; I. L.
Wood complained of being sick the first night; a pain in the
head and stomach; this was Tuesday evening; he asked me
whether it was best totake any medicine, and I urged him to
do so; he appeared agitated; asked me two or three timesif 1
thought Mrs. W, would recover; the first time was in the early
part of the evening, he was in the dining-room on the lounge a
part of the time. I told him I could nottell whether she would
recover; afier a while he asked again; don’t remember anything
more that evening, except that he was there; part of the time
on the lounge, and walking in the kitchen and dining room;
think that some time in the night he went up into the front
chamber and went 1o bed; frequently afterward he asked me
what I thought about her getting well; he complained of being
sick; don’t know that he manifested any symptoms of sickness;
think he put his hand on his stomach when he first complained;
he complained the next day a considerable, don’t remember
about it after that, did not know of his taking medicine, had met
I. L. Wood a number of times previous at his brother’s, noticed
no unusual appearance in regard to his health at any time,
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Cross Ex.—Became acquainted with Mre. Wood in 1844;
had known Mr. W. over 20 years; they never boarded with me;
knew D, J. Wood at Burns; he removed to Dansville within
2 years afterwards; was alwayson terms of intimacy with the
family; Halsey Wood’s hired girl came for me to go to Mrs.
Wood’s when she was first taken; I had seen Miss Brookfield
occasionally there; she had been there 8 months; don’t know
how long Margaret Liynch had lived there; it had been severat
weeks and perhaps some months; 1. L. Wood was in the bed-
reom when I wentin to give Mrs. W.an injection; think Miss
Brookfield was taking care of the children at that time; don’t
know where Margaret Lynch was then; she was probably in the
kitchen; found I. L. Wood in the bed-room walking when I first
went in on Wednesday afternoon; Dr. Blake and Dr. Patchin
visited there; - took no particular notice of the state of I. L.
Wood’s health; I supposed at the fime that he was sick; for four
years preceding her death Mrs. Wood had been occasionally
unwell, particularly the first two of these four years; she was
subject to sinking spells when she had overdone; these were
accompanied with pain in the hzad, vomiting and fulness of
the face occasionally.

Re-Direct.—Supposed I. L. Wood was sick because he said
80,

Mrs. Cordelia T. Wilson—Reside in the village of Dansville;
lived there 29 years; knew D. J. Wood and wife; lived four
doors from the house where they died; on the same street; was
there part of the time during Mrs. Wood’s lastillness; was there
I think on the second day of her illness; it mizht have been the
third; did not stay long; saw Drs. Blake, Endress, Miss Brook-
field and Mrs. Hequembourgh, and Mrs. Jervis; think I saw 1.
L. Wood at that time laying on the lounge in the dining-room;
had no conversation with him them; was there on Saturday af-
ter tea, and remained till the next mornining; Miss Brookfield,
Mrs. Noyes, Mrs. Halsey Wood, the prisoner and 3 physicians
were there; Halsey ‘'Wood lived across the street a little South;
he was a brother of D. J. Wood: I. L. Wood was walking the
rooms most of this time: the kitchen, dining-room, and some-
times stepped into the bed-room: T procured some beef tea for
Mrs. Wood; found itin the bottle sitting in hot water on the
kitchen stove; took some to Mrs. Wood in the evening; she died
between 12 and 1 o’clock; talked with Mr.I. L. Wood about
poison that night; I asked him if there was any poison about the
bouse; if there was any in bottles or in the pantry anywhere,
that the girl might use through mistake in cooking; he said his
brother had no poison about the house: that he was a very care-
ful man and wonld not have any about; he appeared very anx-
ious ahout Mrs. W.; asked if I thought she was going to die;
spoke of his anxiety to leave and go to his own family; said he
was in a hurry to go East, as his wile was in delicate health,
and would not live long; said he was anxious t5 go to her; don’t
remember what I told him about Mrs. Wood’s recovery; this
conversation was in the kitchen when I was preparing the tes;
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think there was no ove in the kitchen but myself and the pris-
oner; think I. L. Wood stood back toward the do_or when she
died, back of Miss Brookfleld; my attention was dlrect'ed more
particularly to Halsey Wood; he stood near me sobbing; saw
the childcen in another bed-room as I passed the door.

The Conrt here announced an intermission of one hour.

- THURSDAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.

Court ¢onvened at 2 o’clock P. M., ard the examidation of
witnesses was continued.

Kassimer P. Jervis—Resided in Dausville in the summer of
1855; had the pastoral charge of the M. E. church; had some
acquaintance with Mrs, Rhoda Wood; remember her death; I
have no distinct recollection of anything being said about a
post mortem examination before she was buried by any one ex-
cept myself; think I spoke of it to two individuals; spoke of it to
Dr. Endress, and think Idid to Isaac Wood; the substance of the
conversation was this—I suggested to Wood that it was a very
wonderful affuir, and asled 1f he did not think it best there sho’d
be an examination of the contents of the stomach; hereplied that
he thought there was no need of it

Mrs. Eila McWhorter—Reside in the town of Barns; in 1855
resided in Dansville; knew David J. Woeod about five years;
knew Mrs. Wond, resided in their family about 2 years ago,
know I L. Wood by sight; wasat Mrs. Wood’s during her last
sickness once; it-was the second day she was sick; | went to see
her; had heard they were sick; 1 think it was in the afternoon; I
should think after 12 or about 1 o’clock; saw Miss Brookfield,
I. L. Wood, the children and Mrs. Wood; went in from the west
side of the house; in the side door; it opens into the dining-room;
saw [. L. Wood sitting in the dining-room between the kitchen
door and the outside door, by a stand; the children were on the
sofa in the dining-room; Mr. Wood was mixing medicine; I saw
him take something froma paper on his knife and pat in the
powder that was put up; he took it from a brown paper that lay
open on the stand; it was a white substance; the paper was lar-
ger than the one the powder was in; (witness is shown a par-
cel which she says is simflar .to the one he used; he mixed the
two together, in a teaspoon; he then gave it to the little girl; she
was lying on the sofa; he told her she must take it; she was
braced up when she took it; he told her tolie on her back to
prevent vomiting it up; I stayed there one-half or three-fourths
of an hour; I was in the bed room also; Miss Brookfield was in
the dining-room atthat time; Mr. Wood went away in a few
moments; remained in the bed-room about half the time I was
there; Miss B, was sitting at one end of the sofa and I at the oth-
er; she sat at the end nearest the door; did not see the brown
package after he went away, thatI remember.

Mis. Pamelia Hedges,— (Not in the Court Room.)

Joseph J. Welch.—Resides in Dansville; knew D. J. Wood;
knew the house where he died; have heard that he died there;
L now occupy. the premises; have lived there since April 15, 1857;
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the plate under the roof beard; found it the 5th or Sib of July;. it
it was placed ina corner against the rafters; it was shoved un-
der as far as it could be; there was a spider web in front of it
but they did not fully conceal it; considerable dirt and dust of
hay on it; I took'it from there; it was rolled up; 1 went to the
head of the staiss, sat down and opened the bundle; found 3 par-
cels in the package; found around two of them bills of the ad-
ministrator’s sale of D. J. Wood’s personal estate, and pieces
of newspaper; remémber of no other bill; also another bill of an
auction sale of property in New York City dated Jan. 26, 1856;
found pieces of newspaper also. (Witness is shown the package,
opened, and recognizes it as the one he found;) I done up the
bundle and put it back where it was before; they remained there
about a month; T took them down again and opened them be-
fore Geo. Hyland and Tom E. Lemen; we added no paper to it;
1 tolded them and we took it to Niles’Store, and gave it te Mr.
Niles; think this was the 7th or 8th of August; Rev. Mr. C.
H. Hersh lived in the house before I did; it has a small horse
barn; had a hay loft; stairs go up in the south-west corner; stalls
are on the south side; package was found directly over the stairs,
about four feet from south-west corner of the barn; do not know
how the package came there; I found bugs near the pack-
age. ®

gC’rass-E:c.—Had occupied the premises {from April 15; I went
up to throw down hay, I put the hay in the barn some time
previous, I mowed it away;as I got to the top of the stairs I had
occasion to turn around; my wile spoke to me and as [ turned
to answer, I noticed the package; there is a floor to the hay loft;
hardly think a person counld see it from the floor of theloft, the
plate is higher than my head; conld not reach it from the floor;
because it was across the stairway; I mentioned it to Mr. Abbott
a day or two after [ discovered it; there were two or three around;
Tom E. Lemen afterwards asked me about it; this was the Gth
or 7th of August.

Charles H. Hersh.—Reside in Dansville, lived.in Dansville
since July 11, 1855, am preaching the Gospel; Ioecapied the
house where Mr. Welch now resides from about the 3d or 4th
of August until the latter part of March last. I delivered the
key to Esq. Abbott, and no one occupied it to my knowledge till
Mr. Welch moved in; I kept a horse in the barn about two weeks;
think the horse was there the latter part of Oct. or first of Nov.
1856; 1 commenced using it as a woodhouse abouat Christmas;
had a little hay in the loft. while the horse was there; I placed
no package of any description inthe barn; ‘was not aware ‘that
there was anything of the kind there; it may have beeo there
and escaped my notice; I rented the premises of 1. L. Wood
who had previously occupied it; he left the premises when 1
moved in; had been to look at the house while Wood lived in it;
went out to look at the barn also; there is a small garden on the
premises; I. L. Wood I think moved from Dansville the same
week; his family consisted of wife, child and servant girl; think
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he told me he was going to take his wife to N. J., and hie would
. Y., for a while. .
gog;.-ga—’ér.-—-Tho barn was not kept locked while I was there;
L L. Wood was with me when I looked at the premises; weat
to the barn with me; think I went to the head of the stairs and
looked on the mow; don’t think he went up; [ wason the mow
when the hay was putin.

Edward Niles.—Reside in Dansville; am a druggist; have
been in the business these 24 or 25 years, Mr. Welch handed
me a package last August, composed of three parpels,e?veloped
with advertisements and pieces of newspapers; (wilness is shown
the package alluded to above,and recognizes it.) The package
appears the same as I found it except one label that I will not
be positive about; I handed the package to Dr. Caton; I made no
change in it, except putting a piece of wrapplog paper about il
Ifurnished the jars spoken of to Dr. Caton, or assisted in pro-
curing them; was not present when the bodies were exhumed; 1
was near by when thé stomach was put in the jar; was near
when one of the viscera was in the glass jar; think it was not in-
terfered with while there; the jars were clean before using;
there is a well and cistern in rear of the store; use the well wa-
ter for drinking purposes daily; I furnished the aicohol that was
in the jars; it was the best 95 per cent. alcohol; never kpew of
arsenic in alcohol; saw Caton take the jars from the slore; I
assisted in packing them; used all the care I thought requisite
in sealing them to exciude matter from getting in. (Mr. Niles
here described the jars and the manner of sealing them uap; they
were tied with a cord and a private seal put on theknot, after
covering it with wax.)

Cross- Ex.—Had the package about two or three weeks before -
it was delivered to Dr. Caton; it was keptin a drawer in the
desk; there are clerks in the store; a part of them had access to
the desk.

The District Attorney here stated that the package is in the
same condition now that it was when it came into his possession,
which was admitted by the defence.

Tom E. Lemen—Have seen this package (the one alluded to,)
:l'os. Welch had it; there was writing upon it; see no alteration
in it; noticed it; notice no change init; am the individual who
was with Welch when he gaveit to Dr. Niles; know I. L.
Wood.

Mrs. Noah Smith reealled—I. L. Wood occupied the premis-
es where Mrs. Wood died after her death: he occupied the
premises till Mr. Hersh moved in; he kept house there; knew
D. J. Wood’s horse and buggy;saw I. L. Wood use it after his
death; kept it in the barn.

Cross- Ex.—Remember when D. J. Wood died; his wife was
not at home; he died on a Wednesday; she arrived on the fol-
lowing Friday; saw her on Sunday; her health was so that she
was ahle to sit; was not very well.

Mrs. Pamelia Hedges—Reside in Dansville; resided there a
good many years; lived there in the sumuwer of 1855; knew
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Rhoda Wood very well; remember her death; know Miss Brook-
field; remember her and Mrs. Wood calling at my house that
summer; called but once; it was after her return from N, J.jit
was about the Monday or Tuesday previousto her death; it was
about 9 or 10 o’clock; I made a remark about her husband’s
estate; Mrs. Wood said she was sick, very sick; we helped her
to a seat, Miss. B. thought what I said disturbed her; she said
it was not that, but that she had a burning pain the same as she
had before she went to N. J.; she recovered soon and went
away; she complained some when she left, but said she was a
great deal better; [ was at the house on Thursday morning; she
was so sick that 1 did not go in to see her. ’

Cross-Ex.-1t was prelty near twelve when she left my
bouse. i

Miss Margaret Lynch-—Resided in the spring and summer
of 1855 in Dansville; lived in Mr. Wood’s family; lived there 7
or 8 months; lived there when Mrs Wood was sick, there was in
the family at that time Mrs Wood, the children, Miss Brookfield,
and Mr. Isaac Woodj; think they were taken sick on Tuesday; 1
got breakfast that morniny; bad veal and coffee; think all drank
coffee except Miss Broolifield; T took coffee; usually had breaks
fast about 8 o’clock; I. L. Wood was at breakfast that morn-
ing; also, Miss B., Mrs. W., and the children and myself; Mias
B. and Mis. W. left the house scon after breakfast; don’t recol-
lect whether I. . Wood went away or not; the children went
‘to school; saw Mrs.'W. again at or about noon; she came fiome
‘wick; the children had not come home;j they were sick when they
came back; when Mrs. Wood came home she came into the
dining-room through the kitchen hall. 3

T remained there during her sickness; saw Isaac Wood in the
afternoon; he was there during her sickness; saw him every
day; he came outin the kitchen and said he had the head ache;
this was the day she was taken sick; he was around the kitchen
and all over; said nothing about Mrs. W, except when I asked
bim how she was; he said he thought she was pretty low; I, L.
Wood lived there pretty near all the time.ihat I did; saw him al-
most every day; did not notice that he looked unwell while
Mrs. W. was sick; never knew of any one having poison about
the house; never knew of any there or any being used there;
heard nothing said about poison until after they were buried ;
konow Dr. Patchin: don’t recollect of his talking with me while
she was sick; Mr. Wood died a short time before Mrs. Wood;
his writing desk was in the corner of the dining-room; he was
there writing a considerable; have seen him take out books snd
papers; kept there books to write in and read from, '

Cross- Ex.—Had breakfast late tha¢ morning; can’t say what
time; think the desk was kept locked.

James Brewer,—(Not in the room.)

Nelson S. Hibbler.—Reside in-Jersey City; place of husiness
in N. Y.,ama dealer in provisions; been in the business 13 or
20 years; known I. L. Wood since 1854; don’t know whether
he resided in Dansville, N. Y., or New Providence, N. J., knew



26

him first in the spring; he came to our store in N. Y.; have had
business transactions with himsince then; we sold produce that
be sentus on commission; think he resided the greater part of
the time in Dansville; he went once or twice to New Provi-
dence; do not know where he went when he left Dansville; in
the latter part of winter and spring of 1855, we were doing bus-
iness with him; resided then at Dansville.

- On the 18th of July, 1855, we received a note drawn by D. J.
Wood 1o the order of Isaac L. Wood for the sum of $2,650;
note dated June 12, 1854; (witness is shown the note, and re-
cognizes it;) I have a partuer: it is John B. Emery: the fitm
name is Emery & Hibbier; took the note on balance of account ;
we had overpaid him some $2,000; we commenced receiving
from him June 17th, 1854; April 25, 1855, he owed us $1700;
July 5th he owed near $2,000; he was then at New York,and we
told him we did not feel satisfied to advance any further on his
aecount; he then offered this note in connection with others
which he had, and this being the largest amount, we proposed
to take it if he would satis{y us of the solvency of the estate.

The following minute is on the back of the note: Isaac L.
Wood says the estate of David J. Wood. deceased, is worth
oyver and above all debts, at least $25,000 to his -certain knowl-
edge:” think I put this on the back with a pencil the day I took
it; it is the substance of what I. .. Wood told me; at this time
he owed us in account and acceptances more than the amount
of note; he left the note as security, and wanted us to hold 1t;
said it was for money lent his brother, and wanted to take it up
himself; before he commenced sending us stuff, went there to
make arrangements, he told us, I think, that he had sold his
farm or some other property in New Jersey, for about $2,000;
that he took the money to Dansville, or intended to take it there,
and let his brother have it; that his brother was going toaccom-
modate him by endorsements, etc., and that he should be obliged
todraw on us as fast as his stuff arrived, or faster, in order to
pay for it here; something was said by Isaac about amaller notes
that he had previously taken of his brother, which went inte
make the $2,560; hi§ deal commenced June 17, 1853—never
saw he nofe till the day T took it; we paid a note for him April
25, 1855 ; don’t remember that he said anything about it the time
he took the note; he told me repeatedly that the estate owed him
the amount of the note; urged usto send it up for collection; 1
took a statement from Isaac L. Wood that the estate was solv-
ent, and that it owed him the amount of this note, which he
signed; the pote is endorsed by Isaac L.Wood; think itis a
genuine signature; (witness is shown a number of letters, which
he recognizes as business communications addressed by I. L,
Wood to Emery & Hibbler;) he told me he had other notes be-
sides this, that he offered in lieu of this one.

The Court here adjourned until nine o’clock A. M. tomorrow,

FRIDAY—MORNING SESSION.
Court convened at nine A. M ,and the examinalion of wit-
pesses on the part of the prosecution was continned.
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George W. Shepherd.—Reside in Dansville, lived there 12
years; am a physician, knew D.J. Wood, practiced medicine
about 15 years, D. J. Wood is not alive, he died in Dansville, I
attended him during his last illness, saw him on the 14th day of
May, 1835, this was Monday, saw him about{7 o’clock that even:
ing, had not previously attended him, had made prescriptions
for him at my office;saw him at his house on the 14th, he was
sitting up and was dressed, was drinking tea and eating toast.
(A lengthy discussion here ensued between the respective
counsel relating to the propriety of admitting this evidence. The
evidence relating to the poisoning of D. J. Wood is introduced
by the District Attorney for the purpose of showing the motive
fer the murder of Mrs. W., it is claimed on the part of the pros=
ecution that the murder of D. J. Wood fs a connetting link in:
the series of crime of which the prisoner is guilty,and that they
have a right to show it. It was decided that the evidenceis
inadmissible.)

Tom E. Lemen recalled— (witness is shown the note alladed
to by Mr. Hibbler.) Knew David J. Wood ever since 1 was a
boy, was engaged in business with him at Dansville as partner
in trade, this was from Aug. 1850 till April 1854, have seen hitn
write, know his handwriting, think the signature to this ‘noteis
not his writing, have no doubt it ‘is not, during the partnership
1 was with him from day to day. )

Cross-Ex.—Think I saw this note first about a year ago, am
well acquainted with D.J. Wood’s handwriting, have distinetly
in my mind the form of characters used; the D. here is similar to
the genuine, the J. is quite different, he generally connected the
J.and W. in writing his name, have never seen him write his
uame whére oo was leoped, notice no other distinction exeept
its general appearance, never had any business ‘relation with-1.
L. Wood, I have taken an active part in this prosecutiony I had
a lawsuit with D. J. Wood, which is stfll in litigation; I claim
against the estate about $2,000 and costs, there are 4 suits new,
pending, have not been al enmity or had any bitter feeling
against the prisoner. . o

Re-Direct.—Don’t vecollect of ever seeing D. J. Wood logp
the two 0o in Wood as these are on the pote. Yo

John W. Brown.—Reside in Dansville, have lived there since
1844, knew David J. Wood (rom the time 1 moved there tili his
death, am a merchant, have had deal with D.J. Wood, am ac-
quainted with his hand-writing, this signature (on the note) -
does not lock like his, should say it was not. ;

Cross-Ez.—Have seen D. J. Wood write, this signature has
been the subject of some tulk in Dansville, Mr. Bulkley showed
me the note first, have heard the note spoken of, but no opinion
as to its genuineness, have takon a great many orders and due-
bills from D. J. Wood, neither of the capitals look like his, the
D nearest to it, his signature is pretty uniform, the oo in Wood
are not joined at the top, he sometimes joined all the capitals to-
gether, aud then only the J. and W. (Witness is showa a
number of papers on some of which he identifies the signaturé
of DT Wodd, and expresses doubt about others,



28

Edward Niles re-called.—I am a druggist, lived in Dansville
all the while D. J. Woodjwas there, had business transactions
with him, know his haud writing, don’t-think this is his signa=
ture. ;

Cross-Ex.—Heard of this note in Sept. or Oct., I have the
cash book of D J. Wood, I gotitol Mr. Kennedy, I got 1tto re-
fresh my memory in regard to his signature, I judgo partly by
comparison, think the general character of the signature has a
resemblance to the genuine, think the sigoatures in the ¢ash
book are genuine, I have an opinion who wrote the body of the
note, I compared the note with signatures in the cash book at the
Clerk’s office about the time §: L. #ood was indicted, am some-
what acquainted with his hand writing, independent of the sig-
nature. .

Re-Direct.—I think I. L. Wood wrote the body of the note.

‘Cross-Ex.—Am not very well acguainted with 1. L, Food’s
hand writing, have seen it or bave seen writing admitted to be
his, have never seen him write.

Daniel Ingersoll.—Reside in Dansville, lived there about 35
years, knew D. J. Wood &il the time he lived there, have seen
him write, have doue business with him, think this (on the note)
is not+his signature, have no doubt in regard to it, am not ac-
quainted with I. .. Wood’s hand writing.

Cross-Ez.—Saw the note in Esq. Bulkley’s possession some
time last summer, said then I thought it a very good resemn-
blance, was subpeengd by Buikley in a civil snit of Emery &
Hibbler to recover on the note, never saw the note afterward
till'to-day. (W itnessis also shown a number of letters some of
which he pronounces written bv David J. Food.)

“Re=Direct.— After I was subpeenad here I looked over some
documents that T knew were signed by D J. Food, and chang-
ed my mind in relation to it.

“Mre. Elizabeth Litles —Reside in Dunsville, knew David
J.Wood and his wife, remember his denth, know Jsaac L.
Wood, was sent for the morning after D. J. Wood died, and
went to the house, got there about 11 o’clock, remained until
after nine o’clock “that night, saw 1. L.Wood there, saw him
when I just went up, he was in the dining-room. part of the
time welking the floor and part of the time at the desk, had
never been there before, while at the desk he was cverhauling
papers, would "take out a package, look it over and lay it back,
saw him take papers out of packages and Jay them on the desk,
they lay on the desk and 1 saw his motions, saw him put some
m his pocket, when individuals came in he wonld put up the
papers, and appear to be reading, saw this done several times,
noticed it first when Mr. Hequembourg came in, when he came
1. L. Wood spoke to him, and 1 noticed a tremor pervaded his
w,l}'g!ejsystem, he pushed the papers one side’ and took up &
tract, noticed him after that more particularly, it was afterwards
that T'saw him put the paper in his pocket, he was at the desk
until betwéen two and three o’clock in the afternoon, he was very
much excited, after he got through at the desk he was compar-
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atively calm, but showed at times considerable agitation, the
corpse was in the front parlor, when I was there Mrs. Chester
Bradley, Mr. Hequembourg, and several others came 1n and out,
none of the family were there except the hired girl, she was
going back and forth te Halsey Wood’s.
Court here took a recess of one hour.

FRIDAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. g

Court convened at two o’clock P. M., and the cross-examina-
tion of Mrs. Littles was commenced. f

Cross-Ez.—Lived in Dansville 19 years; knew D. J. Wood;
was slightly acquainted with Mrs. Wood; Mr. Puffer came: for
me to go the first time, and Lester Bradner the next time; no
one there except I. L. Wood when I got there; Mrs. Wilson’s
daughter may have been there; she left about the time that I ar-
rived; am not certain what her name is; think it is Cordelia; I
live near Dr. Endress’; had seen 1. L. Wood before; knew him;
when I first went in he was walking the room; seemed agi-
tated; heard Dr. Shepherd say he died at six o’clock the evening
before; I. L. Wood went to the desk about ten minutes after 1
got there; don't remember of seeing him write letters; think Mrs.
Bradner was the first that came alter [ got there; think she
same before 12 o’clock; Mr. Bradner was ther¢; Mr. Hequem-
bourg was the next one that | recollect of; don’t think that he
went into dining-room at all that time; most who came did not
go into the dining room; were times when no one was in the
dining room except I. L. Wood and myself; don’t know what
papzis he was examiniog; did not know then thatit was D, J.
Wood’s desk; koew I. L. Wood wasa member of the family;
thought then his being at the desk was a suspicious circam-
stance; watched him because my suspicions were aroused ; did
not koow what was in the desk; from the manner in which they
were done up supposed they were valuable papers; they did not
appear to be letters; did not think then his agitation was caused
by the death of his brother; he would turn pale when certain
names were mentioned; I had suspicions about the death of D.
J. Wood then; had heard the symptoms spoken of; my suspiel-
ons were aroused that all was not right; what I saw there led
me to connect I. L- Wood with it; have seen a great mary
corpses, but never one that looked like this; don't remember
of seeing the corpse of a person that died with the cholera mor-
bus; Mr. Hequembourg was one of the persons whose name
made him turn pale, never communicated my suspicions to any
one in Dansville; spoke to my brother-in-law from Buffalo about
it at the time D. J. Wood was disinterred; the desk I think stood
in the N. E. Corner of the room; Haisey Food was not there;
he and his family were away.

Re-Direct.—Had no conversation with I L. Wood; sald noth-
ing to him or he to me: I went there to take care of the house:
I made the shroud,

Mrs. Eliza Bradley sworn—Resided in /Dansville in 1855,
lived there 34 years, knew David J. Wood, have seen lsaac L.
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Wood, knew him by sight 2t that time, was at D. J. Weod’s tk.ae
day after his death, was there abont 11 o'clock, saw Mrs Liit-
tles, Isaae L. Woud, Mr. Puffer and Esq. Abbott there, I L.
Wood was sitting at the desk in the dining-room, he was looking
over papers, and part of the tie writing, took the papers from
pigeon holes in the desk, did not see what he did with them,
stayed there pear two hours, he was there all the time, and there
when I went away, he looked up once while I wasthere, and he
seemed very much sgitated, it struck me as very singular to see
him sitting there looking over the papers, withoutnoticing any-
thing else, I spoke of it at the time Mr. Puff er and Mr. Abbott
were there when Ifleft, they had been there near an hour.

Cross- Bx.—Spoke of T. L. Wood’s appearance when Tgot
home, did not'know whose papers they were, thought it was sine
ular he'should be looking over papers at that time, never saw a
etterabout the desk; hie wrote on a blank book, and on papers that
were folded like notes, don’t know what he wrote, can’t say
whether he wrote ietters there or not, I sat in the dining-room
most of the time when [ was there, I sat there sometime before
1 saw his face, did not speak to him, he seemed to be busy all the
while, Puffer and Abbott were in the dining-room part of the time
Mrs. Littles was out and in, don’t know thut Pufferor Abbott,
spoke to I. L., Woad, he kept right on at the desk.

Rey. Chas. 1. Hequembourg—-Resided in Dansvilte in 1855,
I bad officiated as the minister of the 1st Presbyterian church,
had been there in the neighborhood of 2 years, was well acquaint-
ed with D. ). Wcod, he was amember of my church, I was in the
habit of calling frequently at his house, was there for sx months
‘before he died as often as twicea week, and on the sabbath, [
heard of Mr. Wood’s sickness late on Wednesday atternoon, saw
him at my residence on the Sabhath previous, he died on Wed-
pesday evening, I was there soon after his death, I'saw the pris-
oner there, I had been told the symptoms of hisillness, spoke with
the prisoner when I got there about the manner or cause of his
death, I wasthereagain during Mrs. Wood’s last illness, do not
remember the day T heard of her illness, I think it was on the
third day of her illness, went there immediately, my wife inform-
ed me of her illness, T saw the prisonerthere, spoke with him re-
lative to the cause of Mrs. W.’sillness and that of the children, the
import of the conversation was, I told him that it was extraordin-
ary, Mrs. Wood and the children all lying sick with the same
gsymptoms with which he died, the case was so remarkable that I
told him I thoughtthere was poison in them all, I pursued my in-
quiries with him to learn what the cause might me, think T mer=
tioned the possibility of some malaria in the cellar, he replied and
said there was nothing there; expressed himself strongly; T pro-
posed to go into“the cellar with him to make an examination; am
ggt certain what reply he made; he did not go down; 1 then pus-
sued other inquiries; I though of the neatness of my friend Mrs.
Wood’s habits; there was considerable veal in the market at that
time, and I think I asked him if they had been eating it; he as-
sented to it ‘that veal had been eaten; asked whether the hired
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girl had partaken of the veal; he answered no; asked if Miss
Brookfield had eaten any and received the same answer; he ob-
served he had been taken sick at the same time; think he said lie
got out of his buggy on the way to Burns; he expressed him- .
self very confidentlv that the sickness was caused by the veal;
can’t say whether anything further transpired at that time; am
not certain that he was sick; [ was there 1 think the next day;
I saw n'othing indicating that he was ill; heard him complain of
bemg sick once or twice afterward; he once put his hand, (and
I think both hands.) on his stomach and said he was sick; re-
colleet of his complaining twice; saw nothing in his appearance
indicative of illness; saw nothing in his manner previous to
Mrs. Wood’s death that impressed me with suspicion.

The children came under my charge some time in the latter
part of August, 1855; Treside in Warren, Pa., they have been
with me ever since; I took them from I L. Wood; he came and
talked with me about it; he came to mein the character of guar-
dian; T supposed he was; Iremoved to Pa., the next April; i
L., Wood spoke with me in regard to the solvency of his broth-
er’s estate; he remarked that it might be insufficient to provide
for the wants of the children; when the children were first bro’t
tous several conversations were had in regard to the cost of
their maintainance; the price agreed upon was $5,50 per week;
I have an impression that I have mentioned to him several times
our common belief that the estate was valuable; when the price
was fixed he thought it large; he never asked for'the children;
my taking them away had been a matter of conversation; think
he was unwilling I shounld remove them with me; we had a num-
ber of conversations in regard to the children: he told us first
the children were to be placed under the care of ‘'some one till
they came of age,and we expected to take them; we first took
them for a few months and desired to ratify the arrangement for
their permanent location; but he appeared from the time the
price was fixed desirous to recede from the understanding; he
ance came and toak one of the children to ride; T was very much
struck with his appearance at the time; I was alarmed; called
the children and told them they could not ride with their uncle;
I called him into the house and told him we had a little business
to settle; he did not come in; I made a calculation of the cost of
keeping the children up to that time, and he assented to its cor-
rectness; I asked him to pay it, but he did not.

Cross ex.—Wood was in Dansville when I took the children
to Pa., I regarded D, J. Wood and family as particular friends;
have reason to think they soregarded me; think this wasknowa
to I. L. Wood; never invited I. L. Wood to come and take the
children riding, but he may have proposed doing so to to me.

Jas. Brewer.—Reside in Dansville: lived thete most of the
time for 20 years; knew D. J. Wood; did not know L. L. Wood
in 1855; knew him first, 31 day of Sep.; saw him in Rantoul,
Ill.; think he was at work on a farm; he living'with a Mr. Par-
shall; think that is the name; was not a thickly settled countrys;
I went there to arrest him; it was a private house; T arrested
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bifi; don't know that he had any personal property except a
trunk, clothing and a watch; examined the trunk: took some pa-
pers from it; (witness produces the papers:) there were a few
other papers in it: these are the most of them: think I found the
paper they are wrapped in in the room he occupied: had a little
conversation with him there: it referred to his arrest: he was not
aware that he was arrested till I had the iron on his hands: he
was excited and asked whatit meant: I told him I supposed he
was aware there was some difficulty in settling his brother’s es-
tate, and about some papers said to be forged: he said he had
been apprised of a note said to be forged: but he could satisfy
the people of Dansville that it was not a forged note: that his
brother David had given it: I then requested him to go with me:
went to the house with him tochange his cluthes: had no further
conversation of any consequence: I did not then tell him the
cause of the arrest: Rantoul is 120 miles from Chicago: on Mon-
day morning after we left Bnffalo [ informed him what he was
arrested for. :

I told him that he was not arrested for forgery, but on a
charge of murder: he asked me for the murder of whom: I told
him his brother David and his wife had been poisoned: after a
little hesitation he remarked that it was a very singular case:
that was about all at that time: about half an hour afterwards I
told him the people in Dansville strongly suspected he had mur-
dered his own wife, he asked why they suspected it: I told him
they had been told that she died in the same manner that D. J.
Wood and his wife died: he said that was not the case: she had
been sick along time: [ asked what the disease was: he said
consumption: think I asked him when it was his wife died: I don’t
remember what he told me: he said his wife had been sick so
long that it made a poor map of him: that he had to go to work
by the month to pay the funeral expenses.

Cross exr.—Arrested him on a warant issued by Coroner Ca-
ton: had a warrant issved by a Police Justice in Chicago: I was
deputized to serve them: I swore to the hand-writing of the
Coroner, and upon that heissued his warrant: am not a Sheriff
or Constable; was deputized by the Coroner: deft. did not en-
quire my authority: came along without any objections: don't re-
member that he said he was entirely innocent: talked with a
great many on the subject: don’t remember of meeting you (J.
Wood. jr.,) at Avon: remember meeting Lewis Carrol and talk-
ing with him about the forgeries: did not known with certainty
where to go for him: had heard he had written to some persons
from that place: found him 3 miles from where T expected: it was
out on the prairie, I should think } a mile from any other house:
I took the package from his trunk and have had it ever since in
my possessioif’

Re-Direct—Made a partial examination of the package when
I first found them: observed that paper (one that is showed wit-
ness signed by Tra Davenport and addressed to D. J. Wood:)
don’t'see any change in it: (the District Attorney here submit-
ted the letter on'the back of which was written three times the
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name of D. J. Wood: they hold it was done by some person at-
tempting to imitate the signature of David J. Wood:) the letter
refers toa $500 note sent enclosed by Davenport to Wood:)
found the pocket book herewith enclosed, on the inside of which
is written the name of D. J. Wood.

Cross-Ex.—Have not seen Mr. Wood write for the last 8
years.

Luen P. Kennedy.—Reside in Burns: resided there since
March, 1855: knew ). J. Wood: know. the prisoner: I knew D.
J. Wood think as much as ten years before I came to Burns:
have known I. L. Wood since 1854: it was in the summer or
fall: think T saw him first at Buros Depot: think his brother Da-
vid J. was there: I. L.:Wood then resided in Dansyille: T k now:
Ira Davenport: am acquainted with his hand writing: have seen
him write. (Witness is shown the letter found in.the package.)
Think this is his hand writing: he geoerally writes a coarser
hand: Davenport resides at Bath: I am one of the administra-
tors of the estate of D. J. Wood: am the only one at present:
was appointed soon after his death: have been sole adm, since
Aug: 1856: previous to that time I did not act much as such: I
acted previous to that time in a matter in which 1. L. Wood!
was interested.

A number of papers, consisting of contracts, notes, letters,
&c., were submitted in evidence, anda lengthy discussion en-
sued in regard to the propriety of its admission. = Before cender-
ing a decision, the Court adjourned tonine A.'M. to-morrow.

SATURDAY —MORNING SESSION.

Court convened at 9 oclock A. M., and the examination of
Mr. Kennedy was continued. « The Court decided to admit the
contract in evidence, but set the Davenport letter aside until it
should be shown how it was material.

Liuen P. Kennedy.—-8ince this contract was assigned to me
the erasure of the $300 endorsement has been made; was not
present when the first endorsement was made ; this is dated
Feb. 28, 1856; saw D. J. Wood the Saturday preyious to his
death, at Burns.

Benton Baruard.—Reside in Livonia; have known I. L.
Wood since the last of June 1854; have had deal with him; I
am the Beaton Barnard mentioned in the coatract; there were
two endorsements on it when I bought it, the $200 endorse-
ment by D. J. Wood, and an endorsement. which says
$300 in figures, and $315 written out; Isaac L. Wood spoke of
these endorseinents; said that he endorsed the £300 himself
while going to Buras in a buggy with D. J. Wood; said D. J.
Wood told him to endorse it on to see his manner of doing bu-
siness; said nothing of the time it was made; ounly said where
they were going; he was at Halsev Wood's house trying to
make a settlement to endorse on the contract; this was before it
was assigned to me; they differed in opinien as to how much
should be endorsed on; Halsey told him he could not allow the
%300 or %315 endorsement ; he was under oath and could, do
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nothing but what he believed to be correct; 1. L. Wood replied
that he wanted what was his due; that Halsey would find the
‘estate owed him about $1000 more than was due on the con-
tract; this was in Feb. 1856; they did not complete the settle-
ment at this time; (witness is shown a note) don’t remember of
seeing any note that evening; heard Isaac speak of a note of
$300 which he held against the estate; (witness is shown a pa-
per which he recognized as the hand writing of Halsey Wood;)
the next day T went to. get my pay of 1saac; he owed me some;
he offered to let me have notes against the estate; handed me
one of $300; did not keep the note; he said he had another note
against the estate; I saw that the note was signed by D. ¥
Wood; said he would let me have it; took it and put it into my
pocket; soon after saw Halsey and he said it could not be trans-
forred; that whatever was due Isaac would have to be endorsed
on the land contract; handed the note back to Isaac; don’t re-
member what he said; the contract was afterward transferred to
me; he said there was $1320 endorsed on it.

Adoniram J. Abbott.—Reside in Dansville ; am an attoroey;
known 1. . Wood since 1854; have assisted in transacting bu-
siness where he was interested since the death of his brother;
the transaction relating to this contract was Feb. 28, 1856; the
large endorsement is in my own hand writing ; the erasure of
the $300 endorsement had been made before it was brought to
our office; the administrator, D. H. Wood and I. L. Wood
came to our office for advice 1 suppose; there was a good deal
of conversation before the $300 endorsement was made; there
was something said about the erasure; it was said that the $300
endorsement was invalid; think by both of them; they stated
that they had been settling and found the estaie indebted to
Isaac, and asked the propriety of endorsing it on this contract;
there was a difference between them about a note which was
submitted ‘to me; there seemed to be # difference in regard to
the amount due upon it; (witness is shown a note) this is it; D.
H' Wood claimed that the date had been altered from ’54 to 52,
making a difference of two years’ interest ; I said the date had
evidently been altered, and after conversation it was agreed
that interest should be computed from 54 instead of ’52; Isaac
did ot press the matter ; the note was executed:' by David J.
Wood, T think; don’t remember whether the filing on the back
was there then or not; don’t think I can give a reliable opinion
in regard to his hand writing; this note made a part of the en-
dorsement; (witness is shown another paper) this was there at
the time; it appears to be executed by David J. Wood, think it
is his signature; the body of the endorsements are in my hand-
writing, the signatures were made by I. L. Wood. the amount
of these endorsements made on a part of the $1300 endorse-
ment, this paper is in reference to the tavern lot in Burns, (wit-
ness is shown another paper) this is a receipt given at the time
by I.'L. Wood, it was drawn by me, it is for $650 12, $144 26,
for account, this with the two other matters made up the $1300,
4t the time the endorsement was made it-appeared that a por«
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tion consisted of book account, I suggested that Isaae had bet-
ter draw it off and verify it in the usual way, did so, the account
against the estate was sworn to before me; (the paper is shown
and recognized by witness.) .

Lovell H. Puffer re-called,—(Witness is shown a blank book)
—Have seen fhis before, it belonged to D. J. Wood, was kept
in.the safe in the store, it was his cash book, was kept in the
same place after his death; D. H. Wood did business there at
the time, heard of the $2650 in Sept. after Mr. D. J. Wood
died, I made an examination of the cash book in reference to it,
the entry of $2650 which appears in it now was not there at
that time, this entry appears to be an alteration, the footing at
the bottom appears to be an alteration, the column foats up §5-
213 05, amount carried to next page is $2715 05, making a dif-
ference of $2500, can’t see what the original amount of the en-
try was, the interlineation above has no resemblance to D. J.
Wood’s hand writing, (witness is shown another book) have
seen it before, am not familiar with it, it is in the hand writin,
of D.J. Wood, appears to be an account book, (attention ig
called to an account with I. L. Wood in this book) there may
have been alterations here.

(Feb. 28, by cash $10, Feb. 19, cash on account $20, March
22, 1855, by cash $248 08,—these are the entries to which the
prosecution call particular attention) think there has been alter-
ation in the last item, the “2” appears to be changed, (May &,
by cash ané account at my house $45) appears to be an altera-
tion in this,T. L. Wood was frequently in the store after D. I.
Wood’s death, he had access to the safe, don’t know that I ever
saw him have the cash hook, have frequently seen him looking
over the papers and books both before and after D. J. Wood’s
death, (May 8, 1855,) entry appears to be altered, (Rec’d of I.
L. Wood on con. $315, May 9, Rec’d of do, on land contract
$200, appears to be altered.

Cross- Ex.—Think 1 have seen I. I.. Wood examine the
books previous to his brother’s death, think Isaac kept a book in
the safe, this book here was D. J. Wood’s private cash book,
he had another for the business of the store, I"'had access to this
book, think T first examined it clusely in September after Mr.
Wood’s death, did not then discover all the alterations; I exam-
ined it in reference to the $2650, don’t remémber of discovering
any alterations at this time, examined to satisfy myself, Halsey
Wood first informed me of the note, Halsey does not live in
Dansville now, understand he is in Newark, N. J.

Re-Direct.—Halsey Wood brought a copy of the note frem
New York, he was D. J. Wood’s partner for 13} months before
D. J. Wood’s death, (witness is shown a large pocket-book)
ean’t tell for certain whose it was.

Luen P. Kennedy re-called —Kunow I. L. Wood’s hand-
writing, (witness is shownan entry in the cash book) looks like
the writing of I. I.. Wood, (May 12, 1853, Pd. I. C. Cook note
$243 23, the last entry in the book) (Sept. 8, 1854, Pd. O. L.
Cook and book account and note; 413 13, written under an era-
sure) this resembles I. L. Wood’s hand writing,
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Cross-Er.—The items on the last page, except the one re-
ferred to are in D. J. Wood’s hand writing, the lust one is not
exactly the ordinary hand writing of T. L. Wood, the item of
Sept. 8 looks like I. L. Wood’s writing, the figures somewhat
resemble the others. -

The prosecution here presented documents proving the ap-
pointment of Rhoda Wood as guardian of the children, May 28,
1855, and the subsequent zppointment of I. L. Wood on the
19th day of June, upon his own application; also the appoint-
ment of Rhoda Wood as administratrix June 1, 1855, together
with Daniel H. Wood and Luen P. Kennedy as administrators.
They also presented from the Surrogate’s records a sworn in-
ventory showing that at the time of D. J. Wood’s death there
was no money in his possession, or that none came into the
hands of his administrators; this was decided inadmissible as
evidence.

Mrs. Hedges re-called.— Went to Mrs. Wood’s house when
she was sick, but did not see her, first person I saw was Miss
Brookfield, saw the prisoner there very soon after I wentin, he
came out of the bed room where Mrs. Wood was, he said 1t
would not answer to let people go in to see her, as it disturbed
her very much, think this was Thursday, think he had a spoon
in one hand and a cup in the other, don’t remember of his say-
ing anything further. T had a conversation with Miss Brookfield,
was there several days after the burial, Miss Brookfield, Mrs,
D. H. Wood and I. L. Wood were there, he was sitting by the
desk, we were all in the dining-room, I said I thought it was a
pity their stomachs had not been examined before burial, as the
rumors were strong about suspicions of poison, Mrs. Halsey
Wood said they had heard so, and that Mrs. Rhoda Wood said
once she thought she had been poisoned, and asked them to
look in the tea-kettle to see if there was not a spider there, soon
after I. L. Wood stopped writing and looked up. he looked as
though T had touched a sensitive feeling.

Cross- Ex.—This was several days after Mrs. Wood’s death.
they were packing up some goods to send to New Jersey; had
no suspicion of I. L. Wood at that time, think I spoke of this
conversation when I got home, have spoken of this conversa-
tion a great many times, Mrs Halsey Wood spoke to me of it
just before last Christinas in New Jersey, think I spoke of it to
the counsel since I was examined before, think I told them I
wanted to say what I had to say and go home, mentioned the
aensitive feeling of Tsaac when I first went home, both brothers
exhibited a great deal of feeling at the funeral.

Adam Ehle.—(Not in the room.)

The District Attorney announced that this was probably the
last witness on the part of the prosecution.

Court took a recess of one hour and a quarter.

SATURDAY-—AFTERNOON SESSION.
Court convened at two P. M.—Mr. Ehle not making his ap-
pearance, another witness was called.
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John W. Brown.—(Is shown a laud contract.)  Have seenit
before; is executed by D. J. and Isaac L. Wood; saw it in 1. T..
Wood’s possession; it was assigned to me by 1. L. Wood, July
5th; 1855; there had then been paid upon it $500; 1 believe 1.
L. Wood so stated at the time; he said there was more paid
than there was endorsed on it; think he said there was $1300
paid on it; [This contract was made Oct. 24, 1853, by which
the Somers farm was sold to the prisoner for $2267; $500 was
paid down; and there was due May 1, 1854, $1000.]

Witness is here shown the $2650 eutry on the cash book,
and requested  to look at it through a glass; seesa figure one
under the two.

Cross- Ex.—The figures are in ink. [A dispuate arising upon
this point a piece of rubber was applied which failed to erase the
marks.]

N. 8. Hibbler.—Think the first and last words in the entry -
are in I. L; Wood’s hand writing: from the general appearance
of these words, should say he wrote it; [is shown the entry of
Sept. 8, 1854;] should say it was I. L. Wood's writing except
the name O. L. Cook; is shown a number of other entries, and
pronounces some of them made by I. L. Wood.

The prosecution here ar nounced the conclusion of the evi-
dence on the part of the People.

Mr. Wood remarked that tha counsel for the defence was
placed in an unfortunate position. Mr. Bulkley, who had made
preparation to examine the witnesses was absent on account of
ill health, and the remaining counsel desired time to prepare
themselves for the examination. He therefore asked the Court
to adjourn to Monday morning. The evidence on the part of
the defence will be short, and will probably occupy not more
than half a day. The counsel for defence will not object to the
jury spending the Sabbath at their respective homes and return-
ing on Monday morning-

After some discussion by covnsel, Judge Johnson decided that
the jury must remain in town under the charge of the proper
officers.

Court then adjourned to nine o'clock A. M., Monday.

MONDAY—MORNING S8ESSION.

Court convened af nine o’clock A. M. As mandy of the wit-
nesses and spectators returned to their homes on Saturday, the
room was not so densely crowded at the opening of Court.

Mr. HuBsarp proceeded to open the case on the part of the
defence. He announced that it was very much against his ex-
pectations that he was called upon to open the case. He had
not had time to prepare such an opening as he might desire, as
he had been suffering with ill health ever since he had been
engaged upon the case. Although he had been a lawyer.of at
least ten years experience, he was unaccustomed to addressing
juries, and were he ever so well prepared, the circumstances
under which he was placed would prevent him from expounding
clearly the thoughts he desired to express. He had a high
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appreciation of the ability and force of the counsel upon the
other side, and had frequently called /in his 2id in the trial of
causes. He had never before taken part in a criminal trial,
having a decided aversion to the practice of criminal law.. He
therefore asked that what he might say or omit to say, by rea-
son of inexperience, would not be allowed to damage the case
of his client. After all the flourish the counsel for the defence
would not fear the consequences of now going to the jury. The
evidence on the part of the prosecution amounts at best to but
mere suspicion. Believing ourselves that our client was an
innocent man, we were sarprised to hear the rumors in the
street in regard to what was to be proved against him. We
expected that a torpedo would be exploded among us and have
been disappointed. We sat here conscious of innocence, but
ignorant of what was to be brought against us. The prisener
. was lately brought from Illinois on a charge of murder. He
has not tried to delay the trial, although he has had no oppor-
tunity to make preparation. He had asked to see the minutes
of the proceedings heretofore had against him, and they had
been refused him. A case of poisoning by arsenic occurred in
New England a few years since,and the evidence brought
against the accused seemed to fasten the guilt inevitably upon
him. He was executed, and a year or two afterward circum-
stances came to light which proved his innocence beyond  the
shadow of a doubt.

He called the attention of the jury to the fact that they were
now trying the accused upon an indictment for the murder of
Rhoda Wood, a fact which the proceedings of the last few days
may have led them to forget. The testimony that has been ad-
duced in regard to possible peculations upon the estate of D. J.
Wood, has no connection whatever with this indictment. 1t
requires too much of a stretch of the imagination to make a con-
necting link. To make out any kind of a case whatever, the
able counsel who will sum up this case on the patt of the peo-
ple, must assume that my client is a bad man and should be
hung on general principles.

Mr. Hubbard spoke at some length upon the difficuities which
surrounded the defence, by reason of not knowing what was to
be brought against him, and to the alleged peculations upon the
estate of D J. Wood. He alluded particularly to the note
which is claimed to be a forgery, and agreed that although it
should turn out to be such, it is no evidence of a fraudulent de-
sign upon the estate. The jury, he trusted, would look singly
at the facts in the case, and sift it entirely from the assump-
tion that has been put forward here that he is guilty of a long,
black catalogue of crime of which this is but one of the series.
He is now on trial for the murder of Rhoda Wood, and all ather
assumed charges are extraneous and unconnected withit. He
reviewed in detail the proceedings and testimony on the partof
the people, and endeavored to shaw that its main features were
too remote to have any bearing upon the case: and there is no
evidence whatever to fasten the crime upon the accused, The
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tendency of the evidence, he thought, proved that I. L. Wood
was an attentive and affectionate man instead of the awful mon-
ster they would have us believe.

Mr. Hubbard spoke during the entire morning session. He
alluded to a number of minor matters connected with the case,
but the above sketch embodies the substance of his remarks.

: At a quarter to one o’clock the Court took a recess of one
our.

MONDAY-—AFTERNOON SESSION.
Court convened at 2 P. M. Mr. Hubbard announced that
there were one or two other points to which he wished to call

the attention of the jury, but that he would not consume further
time.

EVIDENCE FOR THE PRISONER.

Joseph J. Welch—Reside on the premises where Mrs. Wood
died: examined the barn yesterday: a number of persons were
there: Hubbard and Bulkley were there: the ridge runs north
and south: we pass into the barn from the west, near the center
of the front:- the stairs are at the south of the entrance: the
top step is two or two and a half feet from the south end: the
stairs are two and a nalf or three fect wide: it opens at the top
of the stairs perhaps ten feet: the package was found four or five
feet from the south end: it may be within three feet from the
north end: should think the railing running north and south was
about six feet long: the package was on the south side of a raf-
ter: the rafter is a little north of the center of the railing: am
not positive about the height of the plate: [ am five feet eleven
inches: 1 stood up by the side of the plate yesterday: I can
stand up under the roof close by the plate: it is a wide plate, and
the pitch of the roof is pretty steep: I stood by it, and Mr. Bulk-
ley remarked that the upper part of the plate was about even
with my mouth: I saw you stand on the floor and reach over in-
tothe crevice.

Cross-Exz.—The finding of the package was publicly known
soon afterI discovered it: it would notbe natural for me to ob-
serve the package in going up and down stairs: the stairs are
pretty steep; a person would be apt to pay a little attention in
going down; I had been up and down there before frequently;
the cob-webs were thiekest in front of the package; none of the
paper projected over the edge of the plate; the web was thick,
and covered with dust; don’t know as the package could be seen
from the south side.

Re Direct.—The rafters are two and ahalf or three feet
apart.

Rev. Mr. Hersh—(Not in the room.)

Mr. Hibbler—Mr. Wood wasin Rantoul, Ill., last summer,
1 think; I corresponded with him there; have never been there;
I did business with him from the spring of 1854, and continued
about two years; suppose the amount something like $50,000;
can’t tell when his pecuniary embarrassment commenced; haye
no knowledge of I. L. Wood except a business acquaintance; he
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generally drew in advance of shipments; Iam acquainted with
D. H. Wood; don't know that I ever saw him write; l_lave cor-
responded with him, and know his hand writing; (witness . is
shown the $2,560 note:) never saw D. J. Wood, and neverre-
ceived but one letter from him; have seen his endorsement on
notes; don’t know that I have sufficient knowledge ol his hand-
writing to recognize it; [ am interested in this note, and should
not li .e to express an opinion of it.

Cross-Ex.—Think the total amount of property received from
1. L. Wood amounted to about £5,000;. it came in sums of $50
to $500; he frequently requiced advances; we usually received
shipments ftom him two or three times a week; generally by
railroad: don’t know when he went to Iilinois: his brother in-
formed me that he was there.

Re-Direct.—Think 1 had no correspondenc ewith him when he
was in New Jersey: I think I told one or two persons he was
in Rantoul: a number inquired of me.

Dr. Reynale—Hydrogen gas is generated by the decomposi-
tion of a dead body: I am not sufficiently versed in chemistry to
say what effect that has upon arsenic: if thereis any remedy for
arsenical poison, it is nitrate of iron: did not see Mrs. Wood in
her last illness: 1 have since then treated a case of arsenical
poison: they were in Dansville: one was a child of 18 or 20
months: the othera boy of about ten years: I was called in the
first instance in about 20 minutes after it was taken: in the oth-
er about ten hours: the symptoms of the latter were vomiting
and purging: I knew he had taken poison: he had eaten a piece
of cake on which arsenic had been placed to kill rats: T gave
nitrated oxyde of iron; I gave it liberally and freely: the patient
recovered: gave the other the same,and it recovered: 1 heard
the symptoms in the case of Mrs. Wood described: T think it was
a case of arsenical poison; cholera morbus has nearly the same
syniptoms: very similar to poison from corrosive sublimate: T
should ‘think many very judicious physicians might be deceived
between cholera morbus and cases of poison: one dose of arse-
nic genezally does up its business pretty effectually: the attend-
ing physicians gave it as their opinion that repeated doses had
been given, and I cannot controvert it: a physician has very lit-
tle opportunity to cure a patient, unless called soon after it is
taken: the symptoms exhibited by Mrs. Wood might be caused
by one dose of arsenic: if 1t is taken in 3 fluid, it may cause
death from the primary symptoms (so called). :

Cross-Ex.—T'suppose arsenic in the body retards the genera-
tion of hydrogen gas: corrosive sublimate is not always solid: in
a liquid form its effect is more instant than arsenic:  corrosive
sublimate is more of a corroding poison than arsenic: don’t re-
me{nber of:}ny discir_mtivg ﬂ.}zuure of the symptoms: think cor-
rosive sublimate will kill in from six to twelve hours: Mrs.
Wood s symptoms might have been produced by repeated doses:
of arsenic: think most practicioners would have come to the
same conclusion that the attending physieians did. :

Re-Direct. —T suppose 4% grains of arsenic will ‘produce
death: “on some persons perhaps less: have used arsenic tany
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tinfes as a medicine: if I had a case that [ knew to be poison [
should not prescribe the same remedies as for cholera morbus: [
might sometimes give the same medicine, but should have con-
fidence in nothing except the iron. -«

Cross-Ez.—Food mixed with the arsenic would retard its
action: mucous greasy matter particularly.

Bleecker L. Hovey.—Reside in Dansville: am a physieian:
have been for 16 years: attended the Coroner’s inquest upon the
body of Mrs. Wooed: it was called before the body was exhum-
ed: don’t know thatany medical testimony was taken until af-
ter the stomach was analyzed: I was subpened by Coroner Ca
ton to make the post mortem examination and dissection, and
did so: after the viscera was taken from the body and sealed up,
Coroner Caton said he should go before the jury and take the
medical testimony: after going into the room that arrangement
wasaltered: the jar was left at Niles’ store I think.

Luen P. Kennedy.—F'irst knew I. L. Wood in the fall of 1854,
at Burns: he was with D. J. Wood: I knew D. H. Wood; he
resided in Dansvil'e: think T was first acquainted with him in
1854: he was engaged as paitner in the Boot and Shoe business
with D. J. Wood; they did an extensive business; as large as
any in that region; Halsey had $500 in the concern; the firm
was D. J. Wood & Brother; don’t know that the funds were
drawn out; D. J. Wood had $2500 in the concern; I believe the
firm owed D. J. Wood about $4000 when I was appointed ad-
ministrator; I think D. H. Wood had overdrawn his share of the
profits; he was one of the administrators; Mrs. Wood was algo
associated during her life-time; I did not give much attention
to the business until about July 1, 1856; Halsey Wood is not
one of the administrators now; he was removed, by his request;
he was insolvent, made an assignment to me as adthinistrator
for the benefit of the estate; think he owed the estate near
®3000; Halsey lived about 15 rods from D J. Wood’s; T used
the barn at' D. J. Wood’s after his death to put my horse in
when there; [ went up on the loft; it was the 9th or 10th July,
1856; Isaac L. Wood lived in the house; the horse D. J. Wood
used to drive was there; there was some hay there then; may
have been some straw; I went up to throw down some hay; I
was not present at the administrator’s sale; bave seen .
Waod and 1. L. Wood together; they addressed each other as
brother David, brother Isaac, brother Halsey; have seen Isaac
and Rhoda Wood together after D. J. Wood’s death; they
seemed to be friendly ; there was something said to me about
being guardian of the children by lsaac L. Wood and Rhoda
Wiood; I have no recollection of being here when Isaac was
appointed; did not see Mrs. Wood in her last illness; the land
contracts referred to were assigned over to Mr. Davenport by
D. J. Wood as collateral security; the estate owes Davenport
about. $10.000; I fear there wiil be nothing left after paying
this debt; D. J. Wood regarded this land eontract as valuable;
more than enough to pay the debt; Isaac L. Wood up tothe
death of Rhoda Wood was a peaceful and moral man'so faras |
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knew; I had heard him spoken of before I knew him T thinR; I
was intimaiely acquainted with D. 3. Wobd; 1 anderstand Hal-
sey Wood is in New Jersey; he left Dansville a year ago last
summer, a short time after the assignment was made.

Cross-Ez.—1 occupied the barn about a week; my business
there related to the estate; that is the only way I have occupied
the premises; think I put my horse there twice afterwards; I
never put any arsenic there, or any medicine of any kind, poi-
son or drug; the horse's head stands in the direction that the
stairs run; in throwing down hay a person would generally be
looking from the stairs; Halsey turned out property to satisfy
the claim of the estate; this property was valued at $3,300; it
was owned by Wood & Hrother; I can’t tell now how much
Halsey owed the estate; Halsey wasa married man; kept house;
the real estate of D. J. Wood has depreciated in value during
the past two years; I did not know these contraets had been as-
signed to Davenport until after Mr. Wood’s death; had known
I. L. Wood several months previous to Mr. Wood’s death; nev-
er heard any one say anything about his character; I live seven
miles from Daupsville.

Re-Direct.-~I never saw a package in the barn; David J. and
Isaac L. were frequently at Burns; [ was not at Dansville very
often.

A. J. Abbott.—At the time I. L. and Halsey were together
in my office, I think I did not know the contracts had been as-
signed to Davenport; I remember when D. J. Wood died; I was
there two or three times between his death and burial; think he
was buried on the Monday following his death; saw I. L. Wood
there; [ saw him in the dining-room; think I saw him in the
sitting-room; saw him at the desk in the dining-room; he was
writing a*portion of the time; D. J. Wood was a client of mine;
I was his attorney in two of the suits with Lemen; was associa-
ted with Mr. Hubbard in another; saw Mr. Puffer at his house
on several occasions; I was not Mr. Wood’s general adviser; he
had employed me on certain ocrasions: I have been one of the
attorneys for the administrators since his death; Mr. Wilkinson
did some business for Mr. Wood; Wilkinson is my law partner.

L. H. Puffer.—I went to Mr, W ood's house the evening he
died; was there the next day; was out and in several times; was
in the dining-room, parlor and sitting-room; think [ saw Isaac
L. Wood there; saw him in the dining-room and sitting-room;
I saw him at the desk; he was writing some of the time: Mr.
Wood died on Wednesday; was buried the following Sunday;
think I was there every day; there were others there all the time
until the burial; remember hearing of the sickness of Mrs.
Wood; don’t know that it was on the first day;saw I. L. Wood
the day she was taken sick; saw him at the store in the fare-
noon; it was after breakfast; he went away in a buggy; told me
he was goipg to Liberty; can’t state what day” Mrs. Wood was
buried; I attended the funeral, think Isaac did also.

Cross- Ex,—The day after Mr. Wood’s death I was there
once before noon; think I wentagain once or twice hefore two
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c'clock; T was after some cne to go east for the family; [ went
down to the house immediately after dinner; went intothe di-
ning room; think [ stayed about 15 minutes; think 1 saw Mrs.
Bradley there in the forenoon; also Mrs. Littles; in going to Lib-
erty we donot go near Burns; saw people in all the rooms.

Re Direct.—Burns is on the railroad; I suppose 2 pevson
could go to Liberty by the way of Burns; Mrs. Littles was there
to take care of the corpse and the bouse; I have knownp Isaac L.
Hood since 1854; up to the time ofs Mrs. Wood’s death I knew
nothing against him; never saw him but once before he came
there to live, !

Re-Direct.—1 have heard that he moved away in a hurry,

Mrs. Noah Smith—Mrs. Wood conversed with me during
her last illness; also with Miss Brookfield and Dr. Enundress; she
talked with Isaac Friday night; she expressed a wish in_relation
o her children; I saw her the next morning after she retarned
from New Jersey she told me a number of times she thought she
should not live long; she said on her death bed she wanted the
children to be taken to her sister’s Mrs. Day’s; she toid this to
Miss Brookfield and Tsaac Wood; T atiended her funeral; it was
on Monday afternoon; Isaac L. Wood was at the funeral; after
her death the children were kept at the house, nine days; they
then staited for New Jersey with Isaac Wood and Miss Brook-
field; I saw them about the middle or last of July at the same
house; Miss Brookfield came there with them; I. L. Wood was
there; he had been there two or three weeks; do not know Mr.
and Mrs. Day; I have seen Mr. Brookfield, Mrs. Wood’s brother;
he came up to see about the children; I. L. Wood partly made
an arrangement with me totake them; he came and asked me
what I would charge and on what condition I would take them
for a short time; I was to have $4 a week for their board and
washing; I did not take them, because Isaac said Mr. Hequem-
bourg had sent word he would take them; went down to the
house afterwards to see Isaac about the children; he said very
little at thattime, but said he would let me know Monday morn-
ing; Isaac Wood said that his brother, being a Presbyterian, he
presumed he would rather have the ehildren under that influence;
Iam a memberof the M. E. Church; Mr. I. L. Wood said that
David had intended Frankie for the n.uistry; have been told
Mrs. Day was a member of the M. E. Church; I attended Mrs.
Wood during her illness; don’t know that I noticed any bloody
stools; I saw the Doctor examining as I passed through the
kitchen; I carried them out twice. P

Cross Ev.—Mrs. Wood was a pious woman, was a member
of the Presbyterian church; was not present when she spoke of
having the tea kettle examined; she spoke to Miss Brookfield to
have the children taken to her sisters in New Jersey, and told
Isaac to see that it was done; just before that the physicians told
us that we might tell her that she was dying; Miss Brookfield
I think told her; she had previously evinced a desire to live; on
Wednesday in her agony she wished to depart; afterward she
said she hoped the Lord would spare her yet to bring up her
children,



44

Milton J. Puffer.—Ileside in Dansville; lived there 15 years;
am selling clothing; have been nearly two years; was formerly
in a dry goods store; known Isaac L. Wood ever since he came
to Dansville; was not intimately acquainted with him; up to
the time of Mrs. Wood’s death knew nothing against his char-
acter. -

Augustin E. Tilden.— Wasacquainted with David J. Wood;
knew him at Burns and Dansville; I reside in Burns; I was well
acquainted with him; knew his hand writing; have seen him
write a great many times; (witness is shown the $2650 note)
should say it was his signature; resembles it; if there was no
suspicion about it should say 1t was genuine.

Re-Direct.—1 think it is some ten or twelve years since D, J.
Wodod removed to Dansville; have not seen him write as much
as I did when he was in Burns; with what knowledge I have of
this note I should say it was genuine; have settled with him
once or twice during the past 'six years; he usually eonnected
the J and #7 in his signature; don’t know as he put a dot after
his name; think he usuvally puta dot after such initials; (wit-
nes is shown a nnmber of signatures) I do not find any here
except where the Jand W are connected; (considerable time
was here spent in examining and comparing signatures) I have
no decided opinion in regard to the genuineness of this note—
never had.

Daniel Karns.—Reside in Burnej have lived there eight years;
knew D. J. Wood; was some acquainted before that; I resided
for five years before that on his land; was acquainted with his
hand writing; (witness is shown the $2650 note) [ never saw
him write his name just in that way; there is someéthing of a
general resemblance; I can’t say as to its being his signature.

Cross Ex.—1 should think it was not his hand-writing.

Washington Weod.——Reside in Burns; have lived there 20
years; knew D. J. Wood; was acquainted with his hand-wri-
ting ten years ago; should think this note was genuine.

Cross Ex.—1 live 12 miles from Dansville; am ‘a farmer;
am not much accustumed to judging writing; during the past
five years I have not seen Mr. Wood write.

William L. Brown.—Have lived in Burns 15 years; lived in
Dansville 7 years; knew D. J. Wood; have seen him writé] am
acquainted with his hand-writing; should think this was a fair
resemblance of his signature except the letter J; should say it
was genuine if T had never heard anything against it.

Cross Ex.—1 have some doubt about the note now.

A. K. Crittenden—Reside in Borns; have lived there about
40 years; knew D, J. Wood about 25 years; I am not much ac-
quainted with his hand-writing of late vears; have not seen him
write many times during the past 20 years; think I am acquaint-
ed with his hand-writing.

Mr. Wood announced the conclusion of the evidence on the
part of the prisouer.

Court adjourned to nine A, M., to morrow,

<
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k SECOND TUESDAY-—MORNING SESSION.
Court convened at 9 o’clock, A. M. The room was crowded to
cxcess, and about one half the audience was composed of ladies.
J. Wi Browan was allowed to correct an error in his testimo-
ny. He says that Davenport told him there was $1000 paid on
the contract, instead ol $500 as he testified.

Mr. Wood then proceeded to sum up the case on the part of
the prisoner. He remarked that he had hoped that the cornsel
for the prisoner would have an opportunity to sum up the case
last. Insome of the States this mode of procedure is provided
for by law. As this arrangement has been denied us, we must
submit without a murmur. He had not until the commence-
ment of the trial expected the important duty of summing up
would devolve upon him.

This is a very important case. [t is one that involves the
life of @ human being. In no case in the history of our county
has a person been convicted and executed for murder. In our
large cities where trials for murder are not of so rare occur-
rence, they do not produce so much’ excitement, and there is
not that feeling and prejudice which exists where such cases
are rare.

He appealed to the jury that in the decision of this case they
throw aside all prejudices and reports, and pass upon this case
simply upon the merits of what has transpired in the court
room. The erime with which the prisoner is charged is an
atrocious one. It is on this account that this case has created
o intense an excitement. The penalty for murder is capital
punishment, and to this statute [ yield my entire assent. He
remarked that the law applies not only to Isaac L. TWood but to
all. If a verdict is brought in founded upon rumors and unsab-
stantiated reports, the jury will be guilty of disobeying the in-
junetion, * Thou shalt not kill.” 'If any witness has attempted
to exaggerate or color his testimony upon the stand, he is also

_guilty of disobeying the same command,

He farther stated that the only matter whieh can:come be-
fore the attention of the jury is, did the prisoner, produce the
death of Rhoda JWood by administering. poison at the time
charged in the indictment. He desired to impress upon the
minds of the jury that their verdict should not be rendered
against the prisoner if there is any reasonable doubt in regard
Lo his connection; with the offence. It is the duty. of. the peo-
ple to establish the guilt of the prisoner,and he cannot be com-
pelled to prove his innocence.

We were told that the motive to commait the offence vharged
was the desire of gain; that the prisoner at the bar attempted to
poison a whole family for the purpose of inheriting an estate.
No wonder that the waves of indignation and prejudice come
rolling down here from Dansville, nearly sufficient to.sweep
over witnesses, counsel and specialors.

The first question for consideration is, has there been a mur-
der coramitted? Was it proved that arsenic was administered to
LRhoda Wood? -~ Itseems to me that I might admitthat some one



46

administered arsenic, but rely upon the insufficiency of the evi-
dence to connect the prisoner therewith. It is not so clear to
my mind, however, that the commission of the offence has been
proved. Rhoda Wood died surrounded by friends and neigh-
bors; she was buried, and for two years no suspicion was crei-
ted as far as there is any evidence. No suspicion seems to have
existed until a package containing arsenic wds found upon the
premises. Mr. Wood argued at some length upon the failure
of the prosecution to substantiate the corpus delicti. He would
show by the facts which have appeared in evidence that this
learned Coroner has not discharged his duty in a manner to
establish any certainty whatever. It has been testified that
poison was found in the stomach when analyzed, but nothing
has been adduced to show thatit came there before death. He
followed the course of the jar from the time it left the store of
Mr. Niles until its arrival in Buffalo. In relation to the preser-
vative powers of arsenic upon dead bodies, Mr. Wood remark-
ed that it also appeared that some kinds of soil possessed the
same properties. No one can say but that every body that is
buried in that cemetery remains in the same state of preserva-
tion. He would not controvert the fact that Prof. Hadley found
arsenic in the stomach bronght him by Coroner Caton, but the
prosecution have not established clearly that this poison was ad- .
miaistered to Mrs. Wood during her life-time.

Mr. Wood then assumed that the offence charged had been
committed, and reviewed that portion of the evidence which
seems to fasten the guilt upon the prisoner. He argued at some
length the question of motive, believing that the single desire
of gain insufficient to induce the commission of such a crime.
The evidence shows that the prisoner at the bar up to the time
of Rhoda Wood’s death was a man of fair and unsullied repu-
tation. He alluded to the fact that Isaac was a member of the
family of his brother D. J. Wood, and of the kind and brother-
ly relation existing between them.

To arrive at the conclusion that the prisoner is guilty of this
offence, it must be believed that he was transformed in a day
from a kind and affectionate brother=in-law to a'finished fiend;
an assumption without a parallel. Mr. Wood stated that the
District Attorney in his opening said that they would prove
that D. J. Wood’s body was hardly cold in death before Isaac
L. Wood was busily engaged in looking over the papars in the
desk of deceased; hie, however, held that ‘the evidence was in-
sufficient to sustain the statement. If Isaac L. Wood had med-
itated any desizn upon the books and papers of his deceased
brother, he would not have carried it into effect at that time aund
place, when people were continually passing in and out. The
prosecution will endeavor to show that he feigned sickness in
order to prevent suspicion from attaching itself to him, butthey
have no evidence to sustain this position. He regarded it im-
possible that the attention bestowed upon the dying woman by
the prisoner at the bar could be construed into évideuce of guilt.
He thought, too, the evidence adduced failed to sustain the po-
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sition of the District Attorney, that the prisoner was guilty of
violating the rules of propriety and decency in the sick room
Mr. Wood did not regard it strange that Isaac L. Wood pro-
cured his own appointment as guardian of the children. The
mother upon her dying bed requested him to be honest with her
children, and gave direction in regard to their disposition. They
are not now with the surviving sister as the dying woman re-
quested, but it appears in evidence this is no fault of I. L. Wood.

- 1n all his action in relation to the children; Mr. Wood claimed

that the prisoner had acted in an houest and commendable
manner,

SECOND TUESDAY—AFTERNOON.

During the intermission 4 continual procession of people
marched toward the Court House, and at one o’clock the room
was literally packed with a dense mass of swarming humanity.
Hundreds went away unable to gain admission.

Mr. Wood resumed his remarks by referring to the evidence
adduced by the prosecution to prove a certain line of conduct in
the prisoner after the death of Mrs. Wood. He claimed thatall
the evidence adduced but shows the conduct of the prisoner to be
simply that of a friend and relative.

Mr. Wood then aliuded to the alleged forgeries of the prisoner.
He had not expected that question would be brought forward
under this indictment.

The Court, however, decided that it was material testimony,
and the defence must meet it. He spoke at some length on
this subject, and claimed that the evidence adduced did notsub-
stantiate the charge of forgery. The proof in relation to the
alteration of the cash book of D. J. Wood by no means incul-
pates the priscner, for others aside from him had access to the
books. The evidence upon these points at least leaves doubt
in relation thereto.

Mr. Wood regarded it as a strong point in the case that the
prisoner never had in his possession, nor is there any proof that
he ever purchased or had under his control the means of poi-
soning. He held that the evidence does not show that any
poison was administered at the breakfast table or in any man-
ner on the morning of the day that Mrs. Wood was taken sick.

Mr. Wood alluded to the testimony of Mrs. MeWhorter in
relation to the prisoner mixing powders with his knife and
spoon. He admitted that all this might have transpired as sta-
ted by the witness. 1. L. Wood had directions to mix the pow-
ders for the children in a teaspoon wih sweetened water. He
did so and they recovered immediately. There could not, he
thought the jury would readily admit, have been any paison in
what he gave them.

He now announced that he had arrived at the cause of this
great commotion, the finding of the package containing arsenic
in the barn.

The first question that arises is, how did it come there? If
the prisoner was guilty, and h1d had arsenic about him, thig
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would have been the last place he would ever have sought to
hide it. There is no evidence to connect the prisoner with
that package, and how or when it cdme there it is not for the
defence to prove, .

He thoaght the prosecution had not shown but thal the poi-
son might have been admistered by other hands than the priso-
ner’s.  Others were there and had as good if not a more favo-
rable opportunity than he. Miss Brookfield who attended Mrs.
Wood during her entire illness, and sat herself at the suspected -
breakfast table, was not called to the witnessses’ stand. Had
there been any damning story to tell against this man, she
could have told it.

Mr. Wood cited oue or two cases showing the necessity of
the strictest examination of circumstantial evidence, and con-
cluded his remarks at 20 mioutes atier three o’clock, having
spoken between four and five hours. We cannot of course
give so extended a speach at length, but we belicve the above
embodies its leading features, His remarks were listened to
throughout with intense interest by an audienceat least twice
as large as ever ought to be admitted 1o a room of that size.

He was followed by Mr. Peck, to whom had been assigned
the duty of summing up the case on the part of the people. He
remarked that he never belore endeavored to addressa jary -
with such conflicting emoticns of mind. He made a few gene-
ral remarks in relation to crime in general. and its late alarming
and horrible increase, He reviewed the remarks of the coun-
sel for the delence, and showed wherein he regarded his argu-
ment as fallacious and unfounded. He spoke at considerable
length upon the subject of circumstantial evidence, quoting
from authorities to prove its justice and reliability.

He had supposed that the poison of Rhoda Wood would be a
conceded fact, but the counsel fer the delence had entered into
an elaborate argument to disprove it. The learved chemist has
provediconclusively that he found arsenic in the stomach bro’t
him by Coroner Caton. That this was the stomach of Mrs.
Wood, the care taken by Coroner Caton, as he testified, abun-
dantly proves. ‘

Mr. Peck then gave a complete history of the facts in the case,
answering in detail the arguments adduced by the defence. He
then spent some time in showing that the prisoner had frequent
and favorable opportunities for the commission ot this crime,
and gave a history of the state of pecuniary affairs which form
the motive. Mr. P. enlarged and commented upon these points
in his usual elogquent and convincing manner, until about six
o’clock, at which time the Court adjourned uatil 9 o’clock A.
M. to-morrow. .

BECOND WEDNESDAY—MORNING.

At an early hour this moruing crowds of people were seen
wending their way to the Court House, and at nine o’clock the
seats, chairs and tables were all taken. There were then pres-
ent about 150 ladies, and more coming.
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Mr. Peck resumed his remarks by commenting upon the ap-
pearance and conduct of the prizoner, during the sickness and
death of Mrs. Wood. This'exhibition of brotherly love was
nothing new in the history of “crime. It is for us to examine
whether it is the exuberance of affection or the sullenness of
the assassin. ‘He then took up the'ecircumstance of Mrs.
Sinith’s preparing and administering beef tea to the sick wo-
man on Tuesday morning, showing how an opportunity was
then afforded the prisener to'commit the offence. 'He followed
up other matters which the evidence shows transpired: blending
with it the conduct of the prisoner. ' : ] : 1
' He then took up the fact of the discovery of the package con-
taining arsenic in ‘the barn. The house and barn were occu-
pied by the prisoner after’ the death of D. J. Wood and his wife,
and it is not until‘after their death that we hear of the prisoaer’s
wife among the dramatis person@. That the package was put
there by somebody we are bound to assume, and what innocent
purpose could any ‘one have for such articles as it contained?
Who put it there and when was it done? is a most apt inquiry.
The evidence of Mr. Hequembourg discloses the statement of
the prisoner that his brother was a very careful man, and never
had any poison about the premises. It could pot, therefore,
have been put there by D.J. Wood. The articles were done
up in a notice of an auction sale in New York, a couple of pie-
ces of newspaper printed in New Jersey, a printed notice of ad-
ministrator’s sale of the estate of D.J. Wood, etc. This proves
that the package was put there after the death of D, J. Wood,
and that it was done by somebody who had something to do with
the affairs of the estate. Enclosed in this package is'a parcel
of a mixture of maguesia and arsenic, done 'up in a paper pre-
cisely the size,shape and color of the one which Mrs. Mc Whor-
ter saw Isaac take out of his vest pocket. Mr. Peck ‘spoke at
considerable length upon this subject, arguing tHat the package
could have found its way to the place where it was found by no
other hands than those of the prisoner at the bar.

Judge VanDerlip here read. by request of Mr. Peck a num-
ber of authorities relating to the matter at issue, after which the
latter resumed his remarks. He concluded his review of the
testimony and grouped together the faets elieited ‘in such a
manner as to prove that the crime charged in the indictment
was perpetrated, and that the prisoner was the s.ole author of it.
In conclusion he asked the jury to follow the history of the ae-
cused from the time he passed the forged note in New York, to
the time he left Brewer on his return to Dansville from Illinois,
and true deliverance make between the people of the State of
New York and the prisoner at the bar.

Mr. Peck’s speech was an eloguent producticn, and adds
much to the high reputation of its talentgd author.

Judge Johnson then preceeded to deliver his charge to the
jury. He instructed them that they had a duty to perform tow-
ards the prisoner and the people. He reviewed in a clear, con-
cise and able manner the history of the case, and informed the
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jury # what order their investigations should be made. The
Judge concluded his charge af 1 o’clock P, M., at which time
the Court took a recess of one hour:

SECOND WEDNESDAY—AFTERNOON.

Court convened at two o’clock P. M. Mr. Hubbard called
the attention of the Court to some points of law bearing upon
the case at issue. Mr. Hendee remarked that the object of
showing motive, is to prevent the jury from coming to the con-
clusion that others who had an opportunity might have admin-
istered the poison. Mr. Wood asked the Court ta charge that
the inference deduced from Mrs. McWhorter’s testimony can-
not be taken into consideration which request was denied.

Two constables were then sworn to take charge of the jury,
and they retired to deliberate upon their verdict.

After being out two hours the jury returned to court, when
the following proceedings took place :

Clerk—Gentlemen of the jury, have you agreed upon your
verdigt?

Foreman—We have not. s
" After a little explanatton by the court, they were sent back
for further deliberation. Court remained in session until six
o’clock, at which time an adjoyrnment was had until nine, un-
less the bell should ring sponer.

EVENING SESSION.

The Court convened at 9 P. M., and the jury were called in.

Clerk—Gentlemen of the jury, have you agreed upon your
verdict ? £

Foreman—We haye not agreed,

Judge—Are you likely to agree?

Foreman—It is the opinion of the jury that weshall not agree.

The Court then discharged the jury from further attendance
at this Court, ;

It is reported the jury stood eight for conviction and four fos
acquittal, ; i



SECOND TRIAL OF ISAAC L. WOOD.

0

The case of the People vs. Isaac L. Wood was called at Ger-
eseo, May 3d, 1858, at half past two o'clock P. M. Major
Hendee, Dist, Att'y, was assisted in the prosecution as on the
former trial, by Messrs. Van Derlip and Peck. J. B. Skinner,
of Wyoming, appeared in connection with Mesers; Wood and
Bulkley, for the defence. Mr. Hubbard was absent on dccotint
of sickness in his family. Judge Johnson presided by request
of Judge Smith who had been appointed to hold this term.

The afternoon session of Monday, Tuesday, and a portion of
Wednesday forenoon, were spent in empanneling a jury, which
was obtained after the regular panel and a drait of seventy-five
talesmen had been nearly exhausted. The following are thé
names of the jurors retained:— R g '

Miles H. Wakeman, Nunda; John P. Jones, Springwater;
Franklin Stevens, Avon; Garret V. S. Grant, York; Geo. N
Russell, York; Sylvanus Rice, York; Seth Cole, Lima; David
H. King, Lima; Adoniram Sterling, Lima; Dugal E. Cameron;
(Véale]ilonia; Wilson W. Hamilton, Lima; Senator Blakeslee,

ork.

Mr. Peck announced that since the first four jurors were
drawn they had been reliably informed that one of them had had
a long interview with the prisoner in the jail, and he deemed it
justice that the juror be excluded. After some discussion be-
tween the counsel, Mr. Wakeman, the juror referred to, was
called upon the stand. He testified that he had a conversetion
with Wood in the jail, but riothing was said upeh the subject of
the trial, or the accusation against him; hé had a business ac-
quaintance with the prisoner. Mr. Wakeman then resumed his
seat as a juror.

Soon after ten o’clock, Mr. Hendee commenced his opening
of the case. After a few general remarks upon the subject of
crime, he called the attention of the jury to a number of extracts
from the books bearing upou the case; he then detailed some of
the circumstances attending the death of Mr. and Mrs. D. J.
Wood, and many features of the case as they are expected to be
proved by the prosecution: Beforé concldding his remarks the
Court took a recess ofone hout.

WEDNESDAY—AFTERNOOXN SESSION.
Mr. Hendee concluded his remarks by reviewing the history
of the case thus far, exhorting the jury to examine carefully thé
evidence, and render a verdict in accordance therewith.

EVIDENCE FOR THE PEOPLE.
E. W. Patchin, M. D.—The testimony of this Wwitness was
the same as upon the first _trial. On his cross-examinion the
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Doctor testified that after the death of Mrs. Wood, Halsey
Wooad came to him and}Dr. Bndress, to consult about the.pro-
priety of a post-mortem examination; he (the Dr.) replied to him
that he not think it would throw any-additional light upon the
matter; they were not prepared to makea chemical analysis, and
were as well satisfied what was the cause of her death as they
could be after an examination of the body. The Doctor said
he had no suspicion of no one; thought it was wholly acciden-
tal; advised that if an examination was to be made, that it sho’d
be done under the direction of the Coroner. Halsey told them
that if he concluded to have it done he would let them know.

S. L. Endress, M. D.—The testimony of Dr. Endress was
principally the same as upon the former trial, corroborating that
of Dr. Patchin. Before concluding his testimony the Court ad-
journed ‘to 8 o’clock A. M., to-morrow. .

THURSDAY—MORNING SESSION.

Dr. Endress was re-called this morning and testified that he
came to the conclusion there was something wrong on his first
visit to the house. [t is his opinion now that her death was
caused by arsenic, and thinks from the symptoms it was given
in repeated doses.

On the cross-examinaton the Jefence endeavored to show that
the prisoner was sick at the time Mrs. Wood was taken = Dr,
Endress said  that about that time he gave him some blue pills
by request, but should not have noticed that he was sick. The
prisoner told the Doctor that he vomited that day while on the
road to  Wayland. ;

The Doctor corroborated the statement that Halsey Wood
came to them before the burial of Mrs. Wood to injuire about
the propriety of a post-mortem examination. Dr. Patchin told
him that on account of.the suspicions that Mrs. Wood had been
poisoned, he thought a' Coroner’s inquest should be held and a
chemical analysis of the contents of their stomachs be made.—
The Doctor stated that neither he or Patchin told Halsey that
they thought there was no necessity of a post-mortem examin-
ation.

Z. H. Blake, M. D.—The testimony of this witness was not
as lengthy as on the former trial, but about the same thing in
substance.

THURSDAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.

After the conclusion of Dr. Blake’s testimony, Dr. Reynale
was called, who stated that he had heard the statements ofthe
former physicians relative to the symptoms and treatment of
Mrs. Wood; and gave it as his opinion that she died by arsenic-
al poison. He was present at the disinterment of the bady and
described its appearance; . Dr. R. testified that he attended her
husband dnring his last illness; he died something like twenty
days or more before the wife.. The Doctor then described the
distinctive features in which cholera morbus differs from a case
of poisoning by arsenic. -
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The four physicians called thus far were all cross-examined
very closely and at considerable length, both npon the circum-
stances attending the sickeess and death, and upon disease and
poison generally.

Prof. Geo. Hadley, the chemist, was then called, who testi-
fied to making an analysis of the contents of the stomach and
the discovery of arsenic therein. On his cross-examination
Prof. Hadley testified that chemists might sometimes be mista-
ken in saying that they had found arsenic, but good chemists
never. - The defence called out a very minute deseription of the
process of analyzing the matter contained in the stomach, occu-
pying considerable time.

P.T. Caton, Coroner —Testified to holding the inquest, and
conveying the stomach to Prof.,Hadley. After the conclusion
of his testimony the Court adjourned to 8 A. M., to-morrow.

FRIDAY—MORNING SESSION.

Shepard Jones, U ndertaker.—(Same as upon former trial.)

Jos. J. Welch.—Testifies to finding the package of arsenic
in the barn, as upon the former trial. ¥

Rev. C. H. Hersh.—(Testimony substantially the same as
upon the first trial.)

Mrs Pamelia Smith.—Testifies that after Mrs. Wood’s death,
Isaac L. occupied the premises. Mrs. Smith went into the
cellar once during her illness and found it dry.

Mrs. Margaret Goodwin, late Miss Lynch,—This witness
was examined relative to matters which transpired in the fami-
ly on the day -Mrs. Wood was taken sick and during her illness,
which she related the same as upon the first trial.

FRIDAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.

Mrs. Goodwin was cross-examined very closely but no new
facts of importance were elicted. :

Miss H. Amelia Brookfield.—Reside in New Jersey; knew
Mrs. Rhoda Wood for some length of time; was at her house
when she died; knew her before she came to this State; am a
distaut relation; she was taken sick June 5, 1855; at that time
I. L. and Mrs. Wood, the two children, hired girl and myself
lived in the house; don’t recollect what time we took breakfast
that morning; it was usually about eight; don’t remember what
we had for breakfast; did not help prepareit; I had returned

- from New Jersey with her on the 18th of May, aifd had been
there from that time; they used coffee in the family; T did not
use 1t; seldom ate meat in the morning; knew of no arsenic or
other poison about the premises; did not know the cause of her
illness; Mrs. W. and myself left the house aftef breakfast with
Mrs. Betgs; the family all took breakfast there that morning;
we left between nine and ten; Mrs. Betts had called that morn-
ing; Mrs. Betts and Mrs. Wood left together; I was detained a
few moments writing a lotter; next saw Mrs. Wood at Halsey
Wood’s store; I heard Mrs. Wood complain slightly before leav-
ing home; said she felt strangely, faint and sick; she complained
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azaln about an hour afier she got up town, it was at Mre,
Hedges; said she was sick at her stomach; did not vomit then,
put tried to; she appeared sick and faint, and had an intenss
burning in her stomach; she took warm water and something
clse, sugar was brought; Jdon’t know what else; she complain-
ed of inlense pain and heat; drank warm water considerable;
we remained these an hour or an hour and a balf; she laid down
all the while after she was taken sick, on account of fainting;
she did not vomit thers but made great efforts to do so; she
walked howe with my assistapce; her strength was somewhat
reduced; she took my arm, and the latter part ‘of the way I
help=d her more than that: after we got there she laid down
immediately and vomited; Mrs. Smith came there in an hour
or more; we reach'd home at twelve; I sent for Mrs. Smith;
Mrs. Wood vomited at intervals, and complained same as before:
these intervals wera five or ten minutes, or longer'at times; she
expressed a desire to drink very frequently; she did not get off
the bed before Mrs. Smith came; she did not leave her bed after
that; | gave her nothing but water before Mrs. Smith came;
think she complained of her head; the children were on the
lounge with Miruaret when we came in; they were sick and
vomit'ng; I ar ¢iied th~m a portion of the time; they complain-
ed of thirst; don’t kicw of anything else; symiptoms appeared
the same as those of Mrs. Wood; T remained there till the 20th
ot Jane;. Mrs. Wood diced on the 10th; [ assisted in taking care
of her and the ehildren; Tsaw I. L. Wood between four and
five that afternoon in the dining-room; he came in from the
back of the house; I told him that Mrs. Wood and the children
were ill,and wished him to go for Dr. Epdress; I told him they
were vomiting without being asked; he said he had been ill,and
was obliged to leave his bugpy by the roadside and vomit, and
that it was very stiadye; | then asked him to go for the doctor;
don’t remember where he said he was going; don’i remember
that he said anything more at that time; I had seen 1. L. Wood
almost every day: he appeared to be in usual health at that time;
he retuined in ahbout fifteen minutes; and [ saw him in Mrs.
Wood's room; I was there when he came in; he said her illness
was sirange; from that time till her degth he was there a con-
siderable portion of the tim~; he spoke with me about her ill-
ness quite frequently; he asked several times if I thought she
would recaver; he said it musz be caused by sgmething they
tiad eatep; I told bim she was very ill, and I did not know as she
w uld recower; heard it remark-d that it wis very strange per-
haps daily; he would frequently inquire haw she was, and sav
the cause of herilluess was very strange; my time was occupied
# th Mrs. Wool and the children; the children were in an ad-
jo'ning room; 7in the bed room near the kitchen; I was with Mrs.
Wood mogt of the time; 1. L. Wood appeared excited and in-
terested in their recoverey; he was restless and walked around;
frequently came to the door and inquired how she was; the
children were recovering and were able to be up at the time
Mrs. Wood was huried; Mrs. Wood was unable to drink with-
out assistance from the first; there was no abatement of her
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thirst; she complained of cramp ingilie-whale bodn and distress
in herhead; complained of a burniag in herthroat; don’t recol-
lect that she, said anything about the cause of her illness; did
not.ask her; she said she did net know; she had turnsof vomite

dng throughout her illnese; [ wemember of sending for Mrs.
Smith to come into the, bed-room Wednesday; Mrs. Wood had
become very restless and was suffering with cramps; remember
.0f some beef tea being prepared; she took it first on Thursday
or Friday; she had spells of vomiting after that; 1 think she
took beef teaand whey for nourishment; on two or three occa-
sions she vomited within twenty minutes after taking it; [ was
present when she died; . Lk Wood was there; he appeared very
much affected; he alluded to her as **Sister Rhoda.”

Cross-ex.—1 commenced living with Mrs. Woced the 5th. of
September, 1854, and went with Mr and Mrs. D. J. Wood and
the children to New Jersay, May 8, 1855; she weat there on a
visit; I returned with her on the 16th of May; she returned on
account of her husband’s death; she had beeu qaite well.while
I was with her; never saw a physician there; alter .she -had
heard of her husband’s death she was nat in her usnal health;
she said nothing 1o me of her expected death in New Jersey, and
made no preparation for it; [ never stated that Mrs. Wood said

.~ sotome; Iheard that Mrs. Day said that Mrs. Wood had made
arrangements. with her to take the children; a few days after
. she returned to Dansville, she said she had no desire ta live, and
did not think she would live long; she wanted the children bro’t
up in our family; she spoke of this every day or two; her first
wish was that her children should be brought up with my sister
and myself, and that they should accompany us to the Presby-
terian churchand attend Sabbath School; Mr. and Mrs. Wood
were. members of the Presbyterian Church; she thought she
;should not live long; she wished the children to board with her
sister, .and wanted me to attend to their education; her sister
resided in Morristown; N. J.; I think her sister is a. Methodist
Church member; I. L. Wood lived io the family when 1 first
went there; the relations existing between him and the family
were triendly; they addressed each other as ‘‘Brother Isaac”
“Brother Halsey,” and ¢ Sister Rhoda;”’ never knew of any dis-
agreement or unkind words between them; there was no other
men living at the house after we returned except I, L. Wood
until after her death; the children occupied the room in which
they were ill as a sleeping room; I occupied a room with Mrs.
Wood; think we took breakfast the morning she was taken ill
about eight o’clock; think we had potatoes, veal and coffee;
Margaret took breakfast with us; don’t know whether I partook
of the veal; did not take any coffee; ean’t remember who par-
took of the veal; don’t know as Mrs. Wood was out before
' breakfast; 1 always=®remained in my room uatil the bell rung;
don’t recollect anything unusual that morning; it was usual for
all except myself to drink coffee; they usually ate meat; Isaac
Wood carved after his brother’s decease; don’t remember that he
carved that morning particularly; can’t tell what we had for
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ser the night before; think Isaac left that'morning immedi-
<y after worship; did not see 'him go away; 'did not see him
arn till he came into the house; T told him that ¢ousin Rhoda
d the children were ill and wished him to go for Dr. Endréss;
«e said it was very strange #nd that he had been ill; he left im-
mediately for the doctor; don’t remember which came back first;
when Isaac came into the bed-room' he spoke to Mrs. Wood;
don’t remember what he said; Mrs. Smith and myself took
charge of her medicines mostly; they were kept in her room on
the bureau; don’trecollect who took charge of the children’s
medicine; they were kept in the dining-room; I saw Dr. En-
dress give them some; Mrs. Smith and myself gave her the med-
icines; I think the physicians gave her some; I gave her drinks
mostly; don’t know but I. L. Wood gave her some; I was with
her most of the time; I sat at the head of her bed; I was with
her more than any one else; stayed with her every night; she
conversed with me; she spoke once of the cause of her illness,
she thonght she should die; said so as soon as she was taken;
I. .. Wood appeared to be attentive to her wants; on two occa-
sions I took rest, and with those exceptions I was out only oc-
casionally  five to fifteen minutes at a time; when I was out I
left some one else there; think I saw I. L. Wood bring in water
" on different occasions; he brought water in a pitcher and ice in™
a bowl; she drank from a tumbler which stood on the stand,
don’t know that any other person drank water from the pitcher;
don’t know how long the children continued to vomit; don’t
know as they were worse after the first day.

Re-Direct—We left N, J., on the 15th or 17th, and arrived on
a Friday evening; don’t know as she talked about her not living
"“long in presence of I. L. Wood; I think she did; she took the

death of her husband very hard; the day she was'taken ill she
osaid she thought she should not recover, and that she had the

same disease that Mr, Wood died with; she said nothing else in
that connection; she said she'did not know what was the cause
of her illness; she said it was very singular, the cause of her
illness and Mr. Wood’s death; if she should recover she should
alwaysthink the disease was the same that he died with; she
said 'she did not know the cause, but it'was very strange; she
asked the physicians what ailed her; on Saturday when she ap-
peared bétter, she said she did not know but ‘that the Lotd wo'd
spare her yet to brino'up lier little ‘children; I was not sickat
“all; I. L. did not ecompliin to'me of being sick after the first in-
‘terview, or to anv ohe in my presence; I think 1.'L. Wood gave
her drink and medicine,  but ain not positive; it' was necessary
to raise her head when giving her medicine; there were two
kinds of liquid medicine; think they were lizht colored or'white;
the tincture of cinnamon was dark; ‘don’t think the room was

darkened; the window is under a verandah 'which makes ‘it a

dark room; I remember of I. L. Wood being in the room when

1 returned; the children took none of Mrs. Wood’s medicine;

don’t remember of giving her chalk'and morphine; ‘when she

spoke of my taking the children it was always‘suggested by the
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death of her husband; she wasan exemplary woman in regard
to christianity aud piety,

Cross ex.—She spoke of the probabilities of her death to
both me and I. L. Wood; alluding to’the death of her husband,
she said she had no desire to live; don’t know that he made any
reply; don’t remember that he said she had better go to N. J.;
my recollection is that some conversation followed, but don’t
remember what it was; think I. L. ‘Wood gave her medicine
more than once when 1 sat at the head of the bed: I sometimes
asked different ones to hand her medicine; don’t remember of
asking him; think he gave her two kinds of medicine; I was ex-
amined. on the Coroner’s inquest think I can recall dates now
better than I could then; don’t remember what I stated before
the Coroner; think Mr Wood gave her both medicine and drink;
he had an opportunity to do so; he woul’d ask her how she was
and she would reply; she addressed him as *‘Brother Isaac.”

Edward Niles.—Testifies to receiving the package referred
to and handing it over to the Coroner. He took nothing from
it, nor added: nothing to it except the outside wrapper. He al-
so corroborated the former testimony velative to sealing up the-
stomach and viscera of Mrs. Wood.

Prof: Hadley.—Testifies to receiving a package from Coro-
ner Caton. Witness is shown the package and recognizes it.
He took from each of the three parcels a small quantity and
analyzed them. The parcellabeled ‘“Arsenic,” in print, is pure
white arsenic; the one labeled * Arsenic Poison,” in writing,
contains cream tartar; and the parcel without label contains a
mixture of magnesia and white arsenic. The Prof says that
the authorities state that the mixture will retard the action of
arsenic.

Court adjourned till eight o’clock A. M. to-morrow

SATURDAY—MORNING, SESSION.

Prof. Hadley. was re-called this morning and. testified that
magnesia disguises arsenic very much. He wascross-exaiin-
ed relative to, the contents of the package, and stated that the
mixture contained a mucihi larger amount of magnesia than ar-
senic in bulk. He also described minutely the process of ana-
lyzing the contents.of each parcel.

Chas. Rothe.—Resided in Dansville in summer of 1855; lives
there now; keeps a meat market; knew, D J, Wood and family;
recollect hearing of Mrs. Wood’s sickness and de.th: my atten-
tion was called to the reported. cause, of her sickness ar that
time; believe I farnished the family with some veal the morning
she was taken; it was killed the night before; there might have
been some other pieces in the market; their. piece was very
good and fresh; don’t recollect distinctly who came for it; I usu-
ally furnished their meat; I sold out all of this veal to di fferent
families; heard of no other persons being taken sick in t he way
this family was; I usually sold meat to Mrs: Wilson.

Cross exam,—Mr. Howarth kept a meat market on Os-
sian street; about the same distanee from Mrs, Wood’s; I had
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no assistance the morning that I had that calf; ars; Wood
wanted a piece suitable for a pot-pie; she sent for it; don’t know
as I can swear that this was the morning she was taken sick;
don’t know but she may have got veal elsewhere; it is not very
often sold in the streets of Dansville.

Re-Direct. —I understood two or three days after 'she was
taken that her sickness was caused by eating veal; Mrs. Smith
spoke to me about it; I believe she told me the day Mrs. Wood
was taken, and' T remember the veal that I had in was good and
fresh. :

Mrs. Pamelin Smith. —Examined relative to the sickuess and
leath of Mrs. Waod. ete., as upon the former trial.

Mrs. Pamelia Hedges —This witness gave the same testi-
mony as upon the first trial.

SATURDAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. ) {

Henry R. Simmons.—Reside in Bristol; am a farmer; lived
there 39 vears; know defendant; have known him since 1854; in
May, 1855 T received letters from him; received one bearing
date Muv 15 1855, and another May 24, 1855; I saw defendant
the fore part of September following; he came-to my house; I
then had a conversation with him concerning D. J, Wood, wife
and children; he spoke of his brother’s death; also of his wife’s
death and: the illness of the children; I inquired what was the
mattter with them: said he did not know; said they were taken
with vomiting and were in a great deal of pain; he told me the
namber of days they lived after they were taken sick; I remark-
ed to him that T thought they had eaten some poison or other:
he said he thought they had been poisoned himself: I asked him
what they had eaten previous to their being sick: he said they
had veal, »s I understood, for dinner that day: that he and the
hired girl did not eat any of the veal and were not sick: Mrs.
Wood and the children ate veal and were sick: these were the
reasons he gave why he thought'they were poisonsd: T asked
him what sort of a girl his brother had at work for him, if she
was an old country girl: he said she was, but was a very nice
sort ofa girl: T asked him if he had any reason to suspect her
of having poisoned them; he said he had not; she appeared like
a very nice girl, and his brother and his wife thought a great
deal of her; T think he repeated that their sickness was very
strange, or something to that effect; he said he thought at the
time they were poisoned, and spoke to the doctors about it, and
that they said it was no such thing; their symptoms were not
like poison af all. and they would not hear anything to it; I have
an impression he said something abonta post mortem examina-
tion, but can’t say what; [ am very sure he said the children re-
covered. 4, 4

Cross-Ex.—This conversation was in Sep. 1855; I stated it
once last winter or winter before last to Mr. Barnard, brother
to Benton Barnard; I did not understand from him that they all
died at the same time; don’t recollect his saying anything about
his going away that day she was taken sick; asked him if the
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doctors who attended them were good ones, and he said. they
were as good as there were in the place: did not say thatany
one had been suspected of administering poison: I should infer
from what he said there had not been: I think I give very near
the words that were used: think I first stated the conversation
last winter during the former trial, to Mr. Snyder, of Springwa-
ter, who subpenzd me first about the letters. ]

Mrs. Mary Bunnell—Was present at the house of Mrs. Rho-
da Wood on the first day of her last illness, beteen five and six
o’clock: did not see her: was not in the bed-room: Dr. Kndress,
the prisoner, Mrs. Halsey Wood and Mrs. Prusia were in the
dining-room: the Doctor was putting medicines in powders in
small pieces of white paper: Iheard him give directions abour
the medicines to the defendaant: he to/d him to be very particu-
lar not to mix Mrs. Wood’s powders with those for the children,
and told him they had better mark them so ther: should be no
mistake: defendant said he would take charge of the powders
himself, and give them himself: they didn’t like t: take medi-
cine from anybody but him: I saw him take one parcel of pow
ders for the children, and go out through the door leading ta
the kitchen; 1 think the other medicines remained on the table
while I was there: was there about halt an hour: was not there
at any other time during her sickness.

Cross-Ez.—I never was in the house before or since: I think
defendant came back while [ was there.

Mrs. Ella McWhorter.—(Same as upon former trial.) On
her cross-examination the witness stated that she related the
circumstances to Mrs. Howarth on her return home. :

‘Mrs. Cordelia T. Wilson.—(Same as upon the first trial.)

James Brewer.—Testified to arresting the prisoner and re-
lated the circumstances as upon the former trial. ¥

Mrs. Goodwin was re-called and testified that she used cream
in her coffée: was not sick at the time the rest were and did not
vomit any. On a cross-examination she said she did not re-
member whether the veal was all eaten that morning, or that a
veal pot-pie was ever made there.

Joseph Welch was re-called and stated that the ends of cob-
"webs over the paper were attached to the roof-hoards, and look-
ed as though Jeft there by a spider.

Chauncy Scouten.—Reside in Dansville; in summer of 1855
resided in second house south of D. J. Wood’s an Washington
street: now reside next to that house: recollect the death of D.
J. and Rhoda Wood: defendant lived in  that house next after
Mrs. Wood and occupied it with his family: he kept a horse
and occupied the barn on same premises: I worked for defend-
ant that summer after he moved in there moving a fence and
building a grape vine arbor on Kast side of the house: it was
sometime during that summer I had occasion to use some nails;
the fence and arbor were on D. J. Wood’s premises: I got nails
out of a nail box, found box in the wood-house on those prem-
ises, on left hand side of small door of wood-house as you go in
an North side; there is a little piece of floor in the waod-houses
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box was sitting up: dor’t recolléet what on: I found beside nails
in the box a paper, a brown papet: the first one had about oné
fourth of a pound of something white in it: fhe second one aboit
the size of the paper here, with arsenic writtén on it: dnd then
another paper with I don’t Know what in it: the two small pa-
pers were lying in the large paper of white powder: thé box
had a partition in it and a strap for @ handle: I didn’t examriné
the Tast parcel: T left the parcels there: didn’t handle them at
all: I had worked for D. J. Wood' abott 4 fhonth' béforé His
death: had occasion to use the sime box thén: found it in the
wood-house; none of these parcels were in the box then.

Cross-ex.—I 'was not sworn on the other trial; deféndant
was around on the premises while I was at work; hé didn’t tell
me where I could get nails; the box was portable; nails were "
in both sides, and paper lay right on'top: box was in' plain
sioht; the paper was open: string’'around it not tied up: I think
the next small paper was brown: had arseni¢” written on it ti#t
was tied with a string: I did not distarb the lower paper, nor
touch them atthat time: T did touch'them' the time'I saw thém
in the barn.

The Court here adjourned till' 9’ . m. on Monday::

SECOND MONDAY-—MORNING SESSION.

Court convened at 9 A~ M. The entire morring: session was
sceupied by a discussion between counsel, relative to'the- pro-
oriety of admiiting evidence tending to show the poisoning of
D. 3. Wood. The Judge stated that upon the former trial he
had sorae’ doubt upon this- subject; but” since then he had be-
stowed considerable attention to it, and-had arrived at the con-
clusion that it is:competent evidence. - Defence-excepted to the'
ruling.  Execeptionsinoted.

Court then took a recess of one hour:

SECOND MONDAY-—MORNING SESSION.

Court convened at half past one, agd the examination of wit~
nesses was resumed.

Abram Lozier.—Reside in Dansville: been there 11 years; -
knew I. L. Wood when ha lived there; remember of his being
there undev arrest; had a conversation with him concerning
the charge, at the National Hotel, in-a room where' he ‘was
kept; after 'some conversation about his being west, I 'told him
that the suspicion of the people seemed to rest’ upon him as'
the man who administered the poison: told him that in order to-
clear himself he would have to raise some hypothesis'to show
whereby some one-else could have committed it; he said he
knew of no one, for heknew nothing of the matter: he'then
said that he was taken sick himself the same day that sister
Rhoda was taken, while on the road to Wayland, and when 'he”
got to the depot he had to go to bed: I then'said he had better
get the tavern keeper as a ‘witnoss to prove the fact before"the
court; hereplied that he ‘did not remember whether it was at'
Waylind or Springwater where he'went to bed: I asked him if
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the hired girl and Mrs. Wood had had any difficulty; he said
not that he éver knew of; they appeared to agree very well;
upon réeflection he said he believed he had heard sister Rhoda
gay the girl had rather too high nofions; he said they had eaten
veal that miorning and that hie hdd eaten with them; he thought
that was what made him sick.

_Cross-ex.—Wis not sworn on former trial: there was con-
siderable éxcitement in Dansville: the day Wood was brought
theré; hieard one man speak of relieving the court and jury the
trouble of trying the case; Sidney Sweet, Mr. White and my-
self were in the room during this conversation; prisoner had
irons on: a man by the name of Breweér brought him there; I
statéd the subject of this interview to my brothers in the shop
the same day; presume it was ot generally known at the time
of the former trial; told Judge VanDerlip of it a few days afier;
he did not consider it material evidence; had said before that I
thought the jury ought to have convicted him; this interview
tdok place about an hour or more after his arrival; went to see
him and talk with him; had known him and talked with him
before; he told me he was innocent of the charge.

Nelson S. Hibbler.—(Same as upon first trial.)’

Geo. W.Shepherd, M. D.—Reside in Dansville; lived thera
12 years; am a physician; have practised 15 years; knew D. J.
Wood; he lived in Dansville; he died May 16, 1855; I attended
him during his last illness; was first called Monday, May 14,
about % past six in the evening; Isaac L. Wood came for me;
had not previously attended him; he said his brother David
wished me to come and see him: I'asked if he was very sick;
e said he was not very sick or not very well, and requested
me to go down immediately; saw D. J. Wood about seven
o’clock; T found him'sitting at a stand, dressed; he was drinking
tea and eating’toast; he'said he had been quite unwell and was
feeling very badly; said he was first taken on Saturday night,
and had taken some pills; they did not operate in the morning
freely; said there’ wasa tract agent called upon him that morn-
ing; and he had walked around with him considerable; he went
to church in the morning, and at noon ate a very large piece of
rich'mince pie; he went to church in the afternoon and in the
evening; neglected to put kiis overcoat on and thought he had
taken some cold; just before he retired that night he said he had
eaten a bowl of pudding and milk: about 2 o'clock at night he
woke upin great distress, was very restless and did not know
what was the matter of him; he got up and had a very large
evacuation from the bowels; was sick at the stomach and vomit-
ed freely; felt somewhat better in the morning” and during the
day, though not well; said he had been out in the garden and
about the ‘house; he then placed his hands upon his bowels and
said, “Doctor I feel very badly;” I told him he had better go
to bed; he got up and Isaac Wood assisted him to the bed room;
when he got in there he commenced vomiting severely; com-
plained of being very cold and faint; I directed him to get his
feet into warm water and get into bed as soon as he could; then
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gave him some morphine, and not having a remedy that 1 wish-
ed to use, I left him and went for it; was gone 15 or 20 min-
utee; when I returned found him still quite sick at the stomach,
vomiting, and surface quite cold; I called for a bow! and placed
itin what we call a neutralizing mixture, it was composed of
rhubarb, cinnamon, soda and peppermint; Isaac L. Wood bro’t
me the bowl and' placed the articles into it; directed him to
take it to the kitchen and put on boiling water, steep it a cer-
tain length of time, and bring it to me; he did so; I then added
a little brandy and laudanum to it and commenced giving it to
him; applied mustard to the extremities and bowels; continued
the treatment all night: remained there with him: symptoms
did not abate, butrather increased; during the night he re-
mained in that state till about two o’clock the next day, when
he sent for Dr. Reynale; he came and after an examination
prescribed for him; his treatment was then followed; D. I.
Wood, 1. L. Wood and the servant girl constituted the mem-
bers ot the family; prisoner was present part of the time du-
ring the conversation; the prisoner did not set up with Mr.
Wood that night; he came into the room once in the while du-
ring the night; I was gone probably an hour and a half to
breakfast; left I. L. Wood with him; medicine was to be given
about every halt hour; directed ). L. Wood to give it to him in
my absence; he complained particular of distress in the bowels,
stomach and chest, with considerable thirst; some heat upon
the bowels; tongue was red upon the tip and edges with a
white fur standing back; was very dry; there were moments
when he remained quiet, but they were very few; he was very
thirsty; he had no evacuation during the day; gave him toast
walter, slippery elm and ice water for drink; left him to go to
dinner in charge of I. L. Wood; got back about one o’clock;
Dr. Reynale was called at my request; I - L. Wood went for
bim; I was in the bed room when I gave I. L. Wood the bowl
of medicine to steep; it came back strained and sweetened I
supposed; Dr. Reynale came about 2 o’clock; think the pre-
scription Dr. Reynale gave was a powder composed of camphor
and morphine; left the directions with Isaac Wood and both of
us left probably about half past two, my recollection is that the
powders were to be given every two hours; think the mixture
I prepared was given occasionly that afternoon; on our return
about five, we found him no better; symptoms seemed to have
become aggravated; he had thrown up all the medicine that had
been given him; think we gave him that night a preparation of
creosqte and ice broken up'in small pieces; stayed up with him
till about 10 o’clock; stayed in the house all night; I was called
in the night on accopnt of a new symptom, a suppression of
the urine; they came to my room and I told them to apply a
fermentation of hops to the bowels; Wm. Brown sat up with
him that night, I found Lim in the morning apparently much
worse; the vital powers sinking fast,and every indication that
he would not long survive; Mr. Brown came there about nine
g'clack; there had been no other persons in attendance except

\
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I;mc Wood, Dr. Reynale, Wm. Brown and myself up to that
time; Mr. Brown resides in Dansville, he is a baker;Dr. Rey-
inale leftin the evening, and was to retarn at five in the morn-
ng.

We concluded that morning that if he was not relieved very
soon he would die; about nine o’clock we gave him a warm
bath; that seemed to relieve him and made him quite comfort-
able for a short time; we found him so much exhausted that
we then put him upon stimulants and tonics pretty strong;
about an hour after the surface became dry and cold; he com-
menced purging; distress seemed to be worse, and he continued
sinking till he died; he died between five and six that afternoon;
I think I saw Mr. Puffer there Wednesday morning; don’t re-
member hearing the prisoner say anything about the cause of
his illness; he was there when he died; he seemed to show con-
siderable grief; his brother talked with him upon religion; D. J,
}’Vood was then conscious that he was about to die; my opin-
ion now is that he was poisoned by taking arsenic into his
stomach; [ have seen the paper of arsenic contained ia the
package here;

Cross-ex.—I hud the opinion at the time that he had an at-
tack of choleta morbus, believe that was the opinion when Dr.
Reynale was called; the analysis of the stomach caused me to
change my opinion; had attended cases of cholera morbus; am
well acquainted with the disease; I thought it strange that his
symptoms were so very severe; never treated a case before that
proved fatal; I never attended a case of arsenical poison; know
by authority what the symptoms are,on my first visit Mr. Wood
remarked that he was subject to such attacks, he thought it
was cholera morbus; I used arsenic in my practice six or seven
years ago; have had no occasion to use it since; knew that D.
J. Wood sent for me; did not know that the other physicians
blamed him for it,

Re-ex.—There was one symptom not common to cholera
morbus; the suppression of urine I never noticed before; knew
of no similar case out of this family that season.

W. H. Reynale, M. D.—Was called to attend D. J. Wood on
Tuesday, the 15th of May, at two o’clock in the afiernoon ; I.
I, Wood came to my house and requested me to go; said his
brother was very sick; I walked down with him; went into the
bed-room; Mr. Wood reached out his hand and said he was very
zlad to see me; told me his symptoms. (The Doctor then gave
a history of the cace, and the treatment, which was substantially
the same as that already given by Dr. Shepherd.) He wanted
to know what our opinion was, and we told him the next morn-
ing that we thonght he would die; don’t think I ever lost a pa-
tient with cholera morbus above an infantile age. When I vis-
ited him I considered it cholera morbus; was at a loss for any
other name; I am now of opinion it was a case of arsenical poi~
son; I looked at the time for the cause; he told me he had eaten
mush and milk ; a piece of mince pie and toast; I knew that
ought not to kill a man; since then I have treated two cases of
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arsenical poison; one was a child of about 18 months; the other
a boy of about ten years; tne suppression of urine indicated ar-
senical poison; the prisoner said very fmlg concerning his broth-
er’s sickness, if anything.

Cross ex.—A dose of poison that would kill an adult, might
be thrown off by a child; I shouid expect a smaller dose to de-
stroy a child: if no arsenic had been found in the stomach of D.
J. Wood I should not have changed my opinion; there is sucha
similarity between cholera morbus and cases of arsenical poison
that I was not looking for it; L regarded the case as an angmaly,
something about it I could not understand.

Court here adjourned till 8 A. M., to-moriow.

SECOND TUESDAY—MORNING SESSION. - S

Dr. Reynale wasre-called this morning and stated that there was no arsenic
in the medicines given-D. J. Wood daring his last illness. The Dr. had been
the family Physician of Mr. Wood for a number of years and never knew him to
have a similarattack. g ¥ "

Dr. Patchin was then re-called. He heard the testimony of Drs. Shepherd
and Reynale, and says the symptoms described indicate a mineral irritating
poison ; most likely arsenic. He ‘then mentioned a number of symptoms de-
scribed that are not found in cases of cholera'morbus: i .

On his cross-examination the Doctor testified that from hearing a history of
the case and the symptoms he might not form a positive opinion, but skould
strongly suspect Arsenie. g IR o B

Dr. Endress then took the stand and said that he had heard the symptoms of
D J. Wood described.  Judging from these symptoms and the history of the
case. he isinclined to think it is a case of poison.” The Doctor was present at
the-disinterment ofithe body of Mr. Wood, and recognized it.

On his cross-examinacion the Doctor said that if there had been no chemical
analysis, he should still be of the opinion'that it wasa case of poison,

Daniel Ingersoll —Resided in Dansville: about 35 years; was present at the
disinterment of the body of D J. Wood in'the Jatter partof August, 1857; no-
ticed and recognized the body from the appearance of the face and the hair, Dr.
Blake opened the body; Coroner Caton was there.

Cross-Ex.—Think I should have recogn;zed the body anywhere else if my at-
tention had heen called to it, 3 b %

. Wm. Brown.—Kuew D. J. Wood ; staid with him one night during his last
illness; gave him his medicine, and ice-water to drink, but nothing to eat*

Cross-Ex. It was Tuesday night; he died the next day; went there between
eightand half-pasteightin the evening; Dr. Shepherd, I L. Wood and the hired
girl were there' I was with him all night.

Mrs. Goodwin.—Remember the day Mrs. Wood,Miss Brookfield and the hired
gul'started tor N. Jersey; Mrs. Wood said that Mr.'Wvod and lsaac were going
over to Halsey’s to board ina dayor two; I'staid at Halsey Wood’s nights while
the}y were gone; D,J. Wood and Mr. Isaac Wood were the o1ly persons that
staid in the house nights; theyv boarded at' Halsey Wood’s: Sunday night hefore
D.J. Wood was taken sick they ate pudding and milk at his house; Itooka dish
of pudding and a pitcher of milk over from Halsey Wood’s; it was after church
in the evening: took it in and ‘set it on the dining-room table; they were both
there; T'then went back to Halsey Wood’s; Mr. D.J. Wood asked me as I went
out'if I was going away: I said *“yes.”” and he said ‘‘very well;’” the next morn-
ing Isaac came over and said his brother was sick during the night I went over
soon. and wasback and forth to the house all day; I gave him nothing to eat or
drink during his sickness . prepared nothing for him; don’t know what made
himsick; ‘I saw Isaac go 1o church with his brother on Sunday; Halsey Wood
was'in New Jersey atthat time; there wasnever any difficulty between me and
Mr. or Mrs. Wood.

©ross-Exi—Hannah Ryan went with me when I carried them the milk; they
werein the habit of eating pudding-apd milk evenings; I won't be certamn but
that I staid there Monday pight; don’t remember of any bowl being brought inito
the kitchen. i ¢

Dr.Z. H. Blake.—Was present at the time D. J. Wood was disinterred; open-
ed the body; togk out the stomach, liver and bowels; delivered them to Dr. Ca-
ion; they were in a very good state of preservation; were moist; they were ta-
ken to Niles’ Drug Store, I think wrapped'm a brown paper; I assisied Doctor-
Caton in Ipumng them into: a stone jar. The Doctor then described the manr
ner of sealing up the jar, and s tared that it was delivered to Coroner (‘aton.

Dr. Justin Gates.—Reside in Rochesier; knew 1.J Wood: have lived in
Rochester for the last four or five'years; was ‘at Dansville once; 1 prepiared
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some pills for Mr. Wood; they were what I call “ Headach. 5 i

r. V e or Stomach Pills;”
thi,:re ?s no arsenic in them; do not use itin any medicine.
: rolss E}x._-Mr ‘Wood wrote to.me for pills, think his Jetter was dated the
J}OI\L]- previous to his death; I had left some pills for sale in Dansville; I heard
of no prescription made for him that I wouli be willing to use: I think much of
;Vl[rlss vt:]lg;«anoltlx‘se and bad; I heard l(;le physicians testify to what was given to

. H re were some good arti i H

Vaatfent b:ad. e good articles compounded with bad; general

Re-Direct —I should not use morphine.Jaudanum or chloroform; I am op-
posed to_these narcotics; I admit that they render the patient quiet; a sort of
satisfaction; my system is the Botanic or Vegetable; don’t believe in the Allo-
paﬁnc;ysxem.

r, Niles was then re-called and testified relative to the sealing of the stom-
ach of D. J.Wood. It was put into a stone jar and about two quarts of 95 per
cent, alcohol poured in.. The stone jar was procured at - the store of J. P
Spragl{e. The jar was delivered to Coroner Caton.

Dr. (ﬂ‘lton testified to taking the jarand contents to Professor Hadley.
The Court here announced a recess of one hour.

; SECOND TUESDAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. ' - “

Prof Hadley was called to the stand, and testified that in she month of Sep-
tember last Coroner Caton brought him a jar said to contain the stomach and
:l:sce;'a. of D.J. Wood. He made an analysis of the contents and found arsenic

erein. :

On his cross-examination the Professor gave a minute description of tre
process, and exhibited specimens of the arsenic taken from the stomach of D.
J.Wood, which he had secured in small glass tubes.

Rev.K P.Jervis.—H-dsome acquaintance with Mrs. Rhoda Wood; remem-
ber her death; saw her during her illness; knew I. L. Wood; Iremember speak-
ing to the physicians and te I. L...\Wood relative toa post mortem examination;
1 said to him that the death of his brother, and his wife’s illness, and the cir-
cumstances attending, were certainly extraordinary,and asked himif hedid

Dot think 1t would be well -to have,an analysis of the contents of the stomach.
He replied that he did not think it necessary: - 2
Cross-Ex.—Think this conversation was while Mrs. Wood lay. at the point of
«death; do not recollect of -speaking to Halsey Wood on this subject; I hadan
..opinion atthe time, what caused their death, but do not know as 1 expressed it;
‘Halseyl Wood was a-member of the church of which I was pasior; I attended the
uneral. i e p. i ; - ;

John Hi'lman.—Reside in Dansviile; lived at Wayland Depot 1n summer and
fall of ¥834; kept a hotel; became acquainted with the prisoner there; he stop-
ped at. my house every few days; stayed there nights sometimes, his business
was packing and shipping. butter and eggs. . (‘The Prosecution design to show

.. by .this witness that the prisoner, after coming 1nto the ho‘el at mght, would
say that he had to work all. the while and be poor, while hi~ father i ad set up
his brothex David in business and made him rich on money that he (I. L. W.]
had helped earn. The defence objected to the testimony, and the Courtdecided
iL Was,too remote ) ¥ ' ' ' g

Mrs. Eliza Bradley.—This witness testified to seeing the rrisoneronthe
morainz after th . death of Mr. Wood, sitting in.the dining-room at be desk of
D. J. Wood: he was writing and looking over packages of papers that he' took
fram pigeon-holes in the desk; was engaged at the desk all the time witness was
‘thera, about two hours; he.was writing upon a blank .book, and. was looking
over.papers that looked like notes; he lookea up:once and appeared to be very
much agitated; 1t was.about the time that Mr. Puffer and Mr. Abbott came in;
he said nothing while I was there, , 41 1, iy e

_Cross BEx.—1 went 1n there as a neighbor; did not speak to Mr. Wood; spoke
to Mrs, Littles; she was there to provide gra® clothes, she came-and sat by me
on the lounge part of the time; there may have been people coming in:to see
the corpses but not in the room where I was; I thought at the time 1t was singu-
Jar he should be engaged in, such busipess.at that time, he did not write any

letters while [ was there; I looked close erough to gee that; I mentioned the
circumstance after I got home to my cnildren; and afterwards to Mrs. Dr. En-
dress; Mr. Wood did not get up while I was there. 1 ’

Re Direct.—The cerpse was in the parlor; people coulc go in there without
going into the dining room, T 0 ¥ :

Ms. Elizabeth Liltles.—Went to Mr. Wood’s  house about. 11 o’clock: the
morning after he died, and stayed till about 9 at night; saw the prisorer; part
of the time he was walking the floor and part of the time at the desky he qu
papers from the desk, looked them over, and put 1ome back; sa v some remain
on the d.sk and saw him pui some 10 his pocket; saw him figuring; someti mes
when people came in, he, would leave the desk and, walk the floors at-others he

' would. hurry the papers inta the pigeon-holesand take up.a religious traet; mo-
ticed this when Mr. Hequembourg came in; he seemed to be very much agita-
ted and frightened; looked pale; heard no conversation between them; Mr. I{.
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did not come into the dining room; Mrs. Bradner called him by name, andat
thet time I noticad the emotion of the prisoner; 1t was after that t.aalIeaw bin
Jut the paper into his pocket; after he got through atthe desk h e walked the
§loor part of the time, and conversed with thoss who came in; Mre. Biadley,
Mr. Puflor, Esq. Abbott and some others ware there.

Cross-Ex<~1 was sent for totake charge of the house and corpse; Mis. Bradley
came there soon after I did; it was not move than ten minutes after I went there
before I saw him at the desk; I spoke to the prisoner; he asked mo (o go over to
Halsey Wood’s to dicner about one o’clock; he went with me, I think; between
1l and 1 there were very few in; I did not watch him all the while; I could see
him from the wing room where I sat part of the time; don’t remember saeing
bim rite that day; he might have done so; h. had a pen; saw him make fig-
nres; I stood a few feet hehind him; don’t know. that I attracte” his attention;

* this was after dinner; I don’t remember mentioning the circumstance until the
time Mrs Wood was disinterreds; spoke of it to my brother 1n-law from Buffalo;
1 received pay for part of my servicesthere; the bill that I presented was paid;
lmelemiuued the circumstance to J. Britian after I was subp@nad on the former
trial. -

Miss Jannette Wilson.—Reside in Dansville; knew D. J. Wood; lived the
fourth house from him; was there, the day he died; wentat 7 P. M., and staid till
10; was there the next day; went at 8 A. M , and staid till after 115 saw prisoner
there; he wasin the dining-room; I was there most of the time; he was walking
the room when 1 went theie; soon after he went o the desk, took out several
packazesof papers and looked them over; he had another paper that he seemed
1o be making figures on; when any person came in he weuld hurry the papers
into the desk and appear to be readlng a tract or newspaper; he continued” this
until I left.

Cress Ex.—Did not testify on former-trial; wasnot subpen®d; mentioned
the circumstance at the'time’to my mother, father and sisters; spoke of it again
during the last trial; my mother was a witness then; I. L. Wood was there
when J went in, and I think Mr. Peffer was; he did not stay long; there may -
have been other peisons there; I ean’t say; Isaw Mr. and Mrs. Chapin there a
number of times while the corpse wasin the house; I was within three or four
feet of Mr. Wood part of the time; 1 went back in the afternoon about one
o’clock; Mr. and Mrs. Lester Sradner came in when he took up a tract; 1. L.
Wood spoke tothe gentlemen who came in, but did not corverse long with any
one; 1 had been somewhat acquainted with the prisoner; did not speak to him
then; I was jrequently in at D. J. Wood’s; had seen the desk; don’t reme.nber
whglher it usually stood open; I related this to Rev. Mr. Brown and his wifc
during the fermer trial, before the testimony of Mrs. Littles was pubhished.

Rev. C L. Hequembourg.—Is a Presbyterian clergvman, and resides at
Warren, Pa. Resided in Dansville at the time - r. and Mrs. Wood died and
for some years previous; went to Mr. Wood’s about 3-4ths of an hour before his
death. Mr. H. saw the prisoner there, and asked him several questions but
clicited no replies. While in the dining-room he heard the prisoner in the
bed-room exclaim, ‘* Oh, my brother.”” He went into the bed room, and as he
did so, passed the prisoner who was coming out. Mr. H. saw him a moment
afterward on the lounge in the dining-room presenting an appearance of levity.
Mrs, Wood returned before the funeral; when she and the chi'dren were sick
witness and prisoner had a conversation relative to the cause of theirillness;
witness said there was something remarkable in the recurrence of the disease,
and that he thought there was poison in them all; told him there might be
something in the cellar that caused it and proposed fo go there and examine;
prisoner sat'l emphatically there was nothing there; witness then asked if they
had eaten veal, as that had been suggested to him; prisoner said they had; said
that Miss Brookfield and the hired girl did not eat any; prisoner also stated
that he was taken sick while,on the way to the Depot and had to get.out of his
buggy; he put his hands upon Ris stomach indicative of where his illness was;
witness saw nothing in his appParance indicative of illness; his face was color-
ed rather than pale; had another conversation on this subject before Mrs.
Wood’s death.

s A few daysafter the death of Mrs. Wood the twq children were taken to New
l:l‘;“)',and were absent about four weeks. Shortly after their return they were
b dﬁ;l into the family of Mr, H. under an arrangement with the prisoner, who
ha been appointed their guardian, where they have since remained. Mr. H.
ad considerable difficulty in getting the prisoner to make a definite arrange-
ment in regard to them. They had several conversations on the subject. In
some of them the prisoner expressed his belief that the estate would be 1nade-
guatg for therr maintenance, The prisoner once gave a note whieh Mr. H.
got discounted for $105, which, together with some he has received from the
3dl"llllstralors for the support of the children, amounts to $325. The prisoifer
was opposed'to the children being taken out of the State, and since their being’
t?}ken to Warren has paid no attention to them whatever. At the ime he gave
the note he cume to the house of Mr. H. in a buggy to take the children riding.
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From something that the witneas

o, and induced the prisoney

This witness Wag on the s
of importance elicited.

perceived in hie mauner he refused to let them
Lo come in and have a settlement.
tend for seme time, but (he above are all.tho facts

SPCOND WEDNESDAY—MORNING SESSION.

Miss Brookfleld re‘called—I went to New Jersey with the children after the
sleath of Mra. Wood; John Bounell and 1. L. Wood went with ns; they were ta
ken at Mrs. Wood s requett; they staid at my father’s while in New Jereey; Mra.
Wood’s first wish was that they should be brought up with my sistef and ny-
sel; afterward she sa1d that was too muych to ask; tf)eir board would be paid
Whereverthey were; and that would be an object (o her sister, Mrs. Day; <o she
wished them Lo board there, atd that I should have the supervision of their edu-
eation; Mrs. Day lived about one block from my fathgr’s, in Morristown; we ar-
rived there in the evening, at 6 0’clock, on the 21st of June; the ¢ .ildren were
not taken to Mrs. Day; Mr. Wood objected to their going; they remained in N.
Jersey until July 24th; Mr. Wood returned to Dansville about ten days previous;
Ireturned to Dansville with the children, as I was advised to bring them
back to Mr. Wood by Mr. Whelpley, a lawyer, and also by my father; I took
them to Mr. Wool’s residence; the place*where D. ¥ Wood lived; we went im-
mediately to D. H. Wood’s, and stayed there a week and five days; after they
returned from New Jersey,I. L Wood wished to keep them in his family, but
his wife objected to it; I temaineé in Dansville until the 21st of August; ook
ths children to Mr Hegquembourg’s on the 30th of July; they went there at my
suggestion; I think I suggested it a day or two after our return; the next I hear'd
or suw of I. L Wood was about the last of February at Geneseo; D.J. Woid’s
desk and papers were in the dining-room; that was the only desk there.

Cross-ex.—Have seen D J. Wood and I. L. Wood wilte at the desk; they
used it in common; T attended Mrs. Wood’s funeral; went to the cemetery; I. L.
‘Wood attended as one of the mourners; my father was there; he returned on
Tuesday morning; it was D. H.and 1. L, ' Wood’s wish that I should remain and
arrange things in the house; the children were not well; I staid with a view of
taking them with me; Mrs. Wood talked with I. I, Wood and myself on bher
death-bed about the disposition of the childrven, she said she wished me to take
the children East wit?x me when [ went, she wished 1. L. Wood to be the guar-
dian of them; he ®aid he would; she said,—* Brother Isaac,I want you to be the
guardian of my children;’” I left as soon as 1 had arranged the house; the chil-
dren had not entively recovered; they were taken in compliance with her re-

uest; John Bonnell'and 1. L. Wood stopped at the Summit, about ten miles

rom Morristown, to go to New Providence: T sent for Mrs. Day the evening i
got there, saying tnat I had returned and wished to see her, 1 told Mre. Day
what Mrs. Wood's wishes'were in rezard to the children: Mrs. Day said her sis-
ter never would have chosen Isarc Wood for guardian if she l ad been in her
right mind; Itold her that could not be questioned: she then said it was because
he was there with her: she said it was all wrong about Halsey’s being adminis.
trator:’ the estate would be all squandered, said they were dishonest and would
look out for themselves: eaidit could and would be undonae: she repeated seve-
ral times that the property would be squandered, sho satd, * did my sister think
1 wag incapable of taking care of her childien,’? Jreplied that I did not knolg
what she thought, but that was what she said, 1asked Mrs, Day what she V_volzx -
charge for their board. said she did not know, 1 @sked her ifshe would think o
it and come down again in the morninz. she said that she did not lmovyd that
that she should live till morning, and left, the children had rgured, she %l'd not
see them, she came about eight or after, and left about ten q'cmck,.she i ];mt
come the next (lay, I have never seen her since to converse with her, Mo‘l-'s«j a)t'
saw the children,I seunt them up several times to sec Lhel}’ aunt, she did no
zend for them, when Mr. Wood left us at the Summit he said if there wasl?ny
dfssatisfaction I should keep the children till I saw him, he promised them h\(ey
should stay with me that night before they reached the Summit, I wruét; t;-ol ri
Wood that evening after Mrs. Day left. telling him to come up immedial ely,e
retained a copy of the letter, Mr Hendee hasit. (the copy o' the letter we;sv her
sliown and read,) onihe 24th I went to see Mr. Wood, I w]sh,ed him to g \!e me_
a paper authorizing me to give the children up to Mrs. Day’s care, so‘?vs (:’l;g_
lieve me of any responsibility ,my father drew up such a paper and M;{ 4 ?gcar
fused to sign it, he said they should not go to Mrs. Day’s, said he wishe e
ry out the wisnes of Mrs. Wood, I told him _hat if he would not sr;zlnd'd n’t
wanted him to give me one that would warrant me in keeping themh. xl keun
want to keep them till they bccz;‘mekatltached 10 us,and nth:?texl?:r:fd' :);nt:!her

. he objected to doing so, think he gave no reason, i
ﬁ;ve?n:elhcjl paper, which {wlsxgned. t(j;a?;r pmdiléc?1da?r;de;?:dﬁfa%(iggxtzim€
iss B. to take care « f the children until they arrive [
gfl';;egl ll?) :ekmoval at any time wnen the prisoner should become.satlyﬁeg l:g
were not properly caved for.) He hesitated about gigning 1t,nothing furthe
importance occurred at that intervliew.
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Soon after that Mr. Wood came up ard went to Mrs Day’s also, My. and Mrs.
Day had not made application for the children,1 had not seen them, Mr. Ste-
phen Day and I. L. Wood came forthe children, Mr. Woed said he had been to
see them, and there was so much dissatisfaction he thought they had better take
them, I did not object, there was an effort made by I. L. Wood to take them, but
they resisted and screamed, he finally said they should not go unless they went
cheerfully, they both went away, Mr. Wood came about a week alter and said
he had given Mr. Day an order for the children which he would present, he for-
bade me letting them go unless they went cheerfully, Mr. Day presented the
paper and I told him what Mr. Wood said, and wished him to go up stairs and
see the children, Mr. and Mrs. Job Brookfieldand Mr. Day came, they declined
going up stairs and left, said they would have the childien, dead or alive. they
appeared very much displeased, Mr. Wood came alone to see about the children
before leaving for Dansville, I wished him to take them with him there, he
wanted them to slav where they were, and declined taking them, About ten
days after I went to Dansville with the children, I was advised by Mr, Whelp -
ley and iny father to do 80, (a communication from Mr. Whelpley to Miss B.
was then read, also another Jetter from Miss B to the prisoner on the subject.)
Mrs. Day did say she would have nothing to do with the children unless she
could have the whole cogtrol, I deliyered the children to Mr. Wood with a line
from Mr. Whelpley, he wished me to go directly to his brothor’s with them, he
was very glad that_ I brought them back, think I told him there were rumors
that they were geiting out a prozess to take the children,I. L. Wood wished to
keep ‘them in his family, but his wife said it was too much trouble, she did not
wish to have the care of them; Mr. Wood wished me to find a place to board them
I sncceedzd in getting a place for them at Mr. Hequembourg’s, Mr. Halsey Wood

referred their boarding at Mr. Smith’s as she would board them much cheaper,
Y. L Wood was willing they should go to Mr. Hequembourg’s, as we theught it
would be their parent’s choice, I saw the children often while there,T stayed at B.
J. Chapin’s, it was not known then that Mr. H was going to Pa., [ was not sworn
on the former trial, was subpen@d here, was here during the trial, I was in War-
ren, and came here with Rev. Mr. H.

Re-direct—Was subp@n®d by defence, [ did not have any of the letters with me
before, Mrs. Day talked very much about [saac Wood being appointed guardian,
she mude no objection to me, Isaac. Wood had an interview with my father and
myself three or four times at Morristowu and once at Néw DProvidence, before we
got to New Jersey the children asked permission to stay with me that might, 1 told
them they must go to their Aunt Lockey’s and she would let them come down
s00n, soon after they said their uncle Isaac said they could stay with me that night,
he sat two or three seats behind us on the opposite side of the car, I told them il he
said so they could stay, but must go to'their Aunt Lockey’sin the morning. when
Mrs: requested Isanc (o be the guardian she told him he must be honest with them
and theiraffairs, Mr. Bonnell is lsaac Wood’s wife’s brother, Mr.I. 1.. Wood’s
wife isnot living, I left Dansville the third of September last to see the children and
Mrs. Hequembourg, remained there till we came here to court. (Another paper
¢ 'signed by [. L. Wood, authorizing witness to take charge of the children, was

presented.) S

Mozes A. Brookfield —Am the father of the last witness, I arrived in Dansville
on the morning of the day Mrs. Wood died, my daughter, Mrs. Wood and thetwo
children were in New Jersey when I received a dispatch that Mr. Wood was dead,
Mrs Wood and the children were sitiing in the parlor, 1 told her I wassorry to
learn that her husband was very1ll, she became frantic,I took her by main strength

" andsat her down upon the lounge, her whole cry was that she mast go home, I
told my daughter Amelia that T knew of no person so suitable to go with M-s. W.
- as herself, she said if I thought it her duty she would go; they started, I received a
letter from my danghtera few days after saying that Mis. Wood and the children
were very sick, received a telegraph dispatch the same evening saying she was very
low and could rot live, I told my wife that I was very much alarmed abont the
matter, the next we should hear would be that A melia was sick, went to Dansville,
at the earnest request of Halsey Weod I returned without her, she and myself
agreed thatshe/staid at the peril of her life, I wrote (o her that she must not bring
the children there withoat the written consent of the guardian, as I had Jearned
there was some dissatisfaction, the letter she wrote to Mr. V‘;ood shon!d have
reached him the next day at 12 o’clock, we heard nothing from him, and in three
or four days we went to see him, after a conversation of four or five hours 1 drew
up the paper that has been read, he copied it and signed it, prisoner said seyeral
times.that the great difficulty with Mrs. Day and the rest of the family was they
wanted the children away from Miss Brookfield; Stephen Day brought an order for
the children, and - presented it, my danghter tol¢ them I. L. &ood had given them
the order, but that she must not let them go unless they went cheerfully, she asked
them to go up stairs and see if they could induce the children to go;they did not go
up, but nsed violent language, one of them said they would have the children dead
oralive, defendant was there once after that, it was the undertanding  that if at
any timegthe children would go cheerfully we were to give them up, | heard they



69

were about institat'ng legal proceedings in regard to the children before the Chan-
cellor, I thought we had already had sufficient trouble ubont it. and went to see Mr.
Whelpley, an Attorney,and wished him to give,my daughter written legal advice,
he gave it and also some instructionsito. the guardian, my daughter.aud. the chil-
dren weit to Dansville, don’t thiuk [¥ever saw the prisoner with the children, he
never called them to him or went to them, manifested greatearnestness w hen talk-
ing about them, and I should say great agitation oranxiety, something that always
attracted my attention. i

Cross-Ex.—Have no recollection of seeing the prisoner before I went to Dansville,
presume there was considerable excitement about this matter there, no doubt there
was a good deal of dissatisfaction, [ was present the first evening when Mrs. Day
came to see my daughter, she 1.to b quite ited, the parties who
seemed to take so much interest in the children rated the estate at from $100,000
10 $140,00); [ endeayored to calm them, said I did not think the estate was any-
where near as valuable as they supposed . the integrity of the two brothers in Dans-
ville I knew nothing of, Job Brookfield is a second cousin ofgnine, the Woods are
not related to our family. ;

The District Attorney here offered in evidence a letter writteu by prisoner to H.
G. Bimmons about the fime of D. J, Wood’s illness. ; ;

Another dated May 24, 1855, to the same person.

; He alzo offered the letters of administration in the estate of D. J. Wood, the pe-
tition of Rhoda Wood  for the appointment of guardian,and the subsequent peti-
tion of I L. Wood for the same. :

The $2650 note was here introduced and a number of witnesses examined rela-
tive to the gennineness of the signature, '
LEdward Niles—Pronounces it forged.

R

BECOND WEBNESPAY—AFTERNOON SKSSION.

The examination of witnesses relativeto the validiry of the sote was contin ued.

Barna J. Chapin—8ays it is not genuine.

#John W. Biown—Don’t think it is genuine. )
Daniel Ingersoll— It isnot D J. Wood’s hand-writing, but a very good imitation.
A. J. Abbott—Thinks it is not genuine,

L.P. Kennedy—I don’t call it genuine.

Tom E. Lemen—Says it is not genuine.

L. II. Puffer- Think it is not genuine. v % ‘

L. P. Kennedy—Know the prisoner, gaw him first in Borng,in 118.14, am one of
the admiuistrators of the estate of D.J. Wood. [ have been sole administrator since
the summer of 1855, have transucted business as such, (witness is shown a_land
F“”‘;"’“ signeq by D. J. and I L. Wood, dated April 1, 1855, for a piece of lund
in Burns.

The coi)ltlact was introduced for the purpose of showing a fraudalent endorse-
ment upon the back of $315,als0 toshow that [. L‘V\(oon{ wasindebted to the estate
at the time he pretended to hold a note of $2650 againstit. y ) .

Cross-ex.—At the time of i J. Wood’s death the prisoner was doing business in
fair credit as far as I know, he failed in July 1856.1 understand he was doing an
extensive business, an inventery was made of D.J. Wuod’s estate, there were three
houses and lots and a store in Dansville, D. J. Wood’s interest estimated by wit-
nesses at $3,000, he had village lots, a tavern stand and a farm at Burns Dejot.

Re-direct—Saw D.J. Wood on Saturday belore he died at Burns, Esq. Wilkin-
son was with him. + P

Cross-Ex.—1I. I,. Wood had possession of the real estate as guardian, thinks he
may have received rents on thestore and houses, the store rented, for SQOOa_year to
D.H. Wood, when he went away he made an arrangement to transact business as
guardian, I paid Mr. Hequembourg all that he asked for up to Feb. Jast, I have
vaid him $350 I believe, think D.J. Wood was complaining some when I saw him

8. 73
% 'IB‘eus‘;li’mony was here adduced showing alterations, additions and erasures npon
contracts, notes and the cash and account books of D.J. Wood, tending to the
iary benefit of the prisoner. {
pelc\;r‘:d“;ilsorr’u was thenpreculled.—Rememher Mr. Hequembourg’s leaving Dans-
ville, had a conversation with I. L. Wood about the children the day l?efore at my
house, he called and asked if I was going to move away from Dansville, said he
called to see if I would not take his brother’s children, Mr. H. was going away
some distance, and he wanted them near by where he cquld see they were taken
care of, said he did not want them to leave Dansville, Mr. Hequembourg
bad not used them well, wanted to know if T could takethem the next morning,
told him I would on the same terms Mr. H. had, said he would probably bring them
"cloc id he would see me again -.
nbﬁztczgnglaot":éos: :ibe next day, said he was at the house and settled with Mr. H.
the night before, forbade him taking the children, said be went up the next morn-
ing and saw them in the stage goin round the corner, his business was pressing. or
he would have followed'and overtaken them at Burns Depot, said he was going for
them in two or three weeks and wonld bring them to me.

’
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Cross-ex.—I have a husband and three daughters, did not give this testimony 61
the former tvial, I related it in my family a number of times, talked with Judge
VanDerlip about it to-day mke!himwhat the defence wanted (o kesp me here
for,and sard I couldn’t think of anything unless it was concerning the childrens, I
then related this conversation; he said Mr. H. had not used them well, &nd he
wanted to get them away from him,

The Pecple herer ested their case.

Court adjourned to 8 A. M. to-morrow.

SECOND THURSDAY--MORNING BESSION.

M. Bulkley proceeded to open the case on the part of the defence. He remarked
that he should not occupy any great length of time, not intending to enter into a
review of the evidence already adduced. A fter allading to the responsible position
oceupied by the gentlemen chossn to decide this case, he said that if Mrs. Wood
was poisoned the crime was a great one. She wasa woman who had embraced
religion in early life, and had passed through some of the most tryifig ordeals to-
which frail humanity was ever subjected. He alluded to the great propensity of
the majority of the public to create a theory and bend circumstances to its prool in
cases where crime is supposed to have been committed. Ispecially was this the
case with the opposite sex, he would by no means accuse them of dishonesty, but
having adopted the theory that a ciime has been committed they make every cir-
cumstance conform to its proof. He would not impugn the motives of any lady or
gentleman who had been called here to testify, he could guaranty their general good
character in every respect. g

Up to the sixth day of July last there was no suspicion that a murder had beed
committed in this cuse. Previous to that time whatever suspicions existed were
that poison was taken accidentally, and™ péffectly consistent with innocéhce. On
this sixth day of July a package of arsenic was found in the barn, and zll at once
certain acts, lacts, dem aanors, etc , sprung vp in the minds of different ones. The
defence deny that in this thereis anything that points to the commission of .a mur-
der. He argued that no man oughteven to be convicted of a erime of such magni
tude wherean enlightened public opinion is divided upon the question of the gui
of the accused. > :

M. B. alluded tothe evidence adduced in a general point of view, cited a num-
ber of authorities bearing upon the case.stated the evidence they expected to adduce,
apd concluded his remarks, having spoken about two hours and a half.

EVIDENCE FOR THE PRISONER:

Lewis W Carroll—Not in the room.

Dr. Endress—Knows Rev. Mr. Jervis, he lived in Dansville in 1855, don’t re-
member of seeing him at Mis. Wood’s after herdeath and before her burial,tnink I
saw him in the house before herdeath, 1think he stated that he thought there ought
to be a post mortem examination of Mrs. Wood, don’t remember what I said to him,
I recollect that he mentioned the subject .

Cross-ex.—Think this was the day before she died.

Rev. K. P. Jervis—I spoke to Dr Endress 1n regard to a post mortem examination
of Mrs. Wood, [ am not certain whether it was bhefore o after her death, my best
recollection fsthat his reply was to this efiect, that as her case was decided. and the
other membefs of the family had partially recovered, it would be of no advantage
in a medica! point of view. . y

L. P. Kennedy—The value of the real estate of D.J.Wood in 1855, in Dans-
ville, was about 84,500, the encumbraiice on this was $600, in Burns, $30,000, en-
cumbered for $21 200, personal estate at Dansville, $4,500 (the witness here descri-
bed the character of the encumbrance, ete.)

1 occupied the barn whee . J. Wood lived in July, 1855, took cate of a horse
that I bad there, used hay that was in the loft, never saw a package lyingon the
plate,have heard the place described where it was found, was there about a week
the first time, known the defendant since 1854, know nothing against his character
up Lo the time of D. J. Wood’s death, I am not related to the family, have k nown
D. J. Wood forsome years, I was appointe administrator at the request of the
i'rieBnds, never knew of any objection, was » member and officer of the same church
in Burns,

Cross-ex.—I put noarsenic in the barn, think there was no money in the inven-
tory, all that I heard of” was a silver dollar that they said the childreu had to play
with, prisoner occupied the premises at the time my horse was there, the upper part
of thestore at that time rented for 840, it was valued at $2,500.

Re direct--I. L. Wood collected the rent of the store after he was guardian, it
was oceupied by D. H. Wood up to July 9, 1856. k

A. J. Abbott—Was at Mr. Wood’s when he died. also the next day I think, saw
various individuals in and about the house, I went into the dining-room, saw I. L.
Wood, Mr. Puffer, Mr. Hequembourg, Dr. Reynale, Dr. 8hepherd, Mrs. Littles and
various others there,"think [ saw Mrs. Bradley there, I saw 1, L: Wood on oneoe
casion sitting at the desk, I was in the 100m, my best recallection is that he sent
some lettars up towa to be mailed by Mr. Puffer on one occasion, nothing in his
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bearing at the desk that attracted my attention, I had chatge of some suits for D. J.
Wood, have been one of the counsel for the administrators.

Cross-ex.— Don’t recollect of going there more than once the day he died, am
not positive that I was there at all on that day.

L. H. Puffer—Was at the house when Mr. Wood died, went there that evening,
saw I. .. Wood, George Brown and others there, don’t recollect seeing Mr. Heqem-
bourg there, quite a number were going in and out, was there the next morning, saw
I. L. Weod, Es(i, Abbott, Mrs. iir:u”ey, Mis Littles, Mr. and Mrs Bradner; was
in allthe rooms, 1 Was there to assist in preparing for the funeral, think Mrs. Brad-
ley was in the dining-room, I spoke toIsaac, he was inthe dining-room, think he
was sitting at the deslk, don’t recollect what he was doing, he sen. some letters up
town by me, think there were two or three, noticed nothing at the desk that attract-
ed my attention, first knew I. .. Wood in 1834, noticed nothing particular in Lis
conduct the night before, I was at the funeral, went to the cemetery, I. L. Wood
attended as one of the mourners, think the corpse was exposed to view asusual at
tl'ne funeral, from the time of his death to the f{:neral I was out and in frequently,
did not stay there nights, some one did, attended Mrs. Wood’s funeral,4vent to the
cemetery, think I. L. Wood attended, I. L. Wood maintained a good character as
a moral, peaceable man up ro the time of D. J. Wood’s death, so far as I knew.
. Cross-ex.—Became acquainted with prisoner in June, 1854, he was not known
in Dansville before that time, I did not notice the prisoner particulaily the night
D.J. Woad died, only remember that I saw him there, it was about noon that I
took the letters to the office, think they were handed me in the dining-room, think
1 waitcd for him to figish one, can’t:say whether any one else was in the room, 1
think [ saw I, L. Wood every day I was there, did not notice him in particular.

Murs. Pamelia Smith —Was not at the house when Mrs. Wood died, left attwo
or three o’¢lock in the afternoon, 1 heard her have conversation during her illness,
she had Liey senses pexfectly well when I left, she spoke to Miss Brookfieid, she said
‘“ Amelja, take my children to my sister, Lackey; my clothes take with them,””
she then turned to Isaac and chajged him to be honest with her children, and pre-
Yare to meet his brother David in another warld, I did not hear Mrs. Wood request

saac to be guardian then, I remember when the children came back from N. Jer-
sey, Isaac made an arrapgement with me to take the children, told him I would
take them at $4, thought it was low, hut was willing to do it for those children,
he selected a front roam for them, which they were ta haye, and I was to take care
of them, as my own, he conclunded to have them come on Mcenday morning,he came

_on Monday morning and said that Mr. Heguembouig had sent word that he would
take the children, and bis brether David having been a Presbyterian he thought
that would be his preference, I told him they coulid be taken to that church and
Sabbath schooi, as we lived near the chuyrch,he said for his own part he was not
Earticular to what church they went, but gs it was his brother’s request he woyld
ave them goto Mr. Hequembourg’s.
Court here took a recess of one hour.

SECOND 1HURSDAY—AFTERNOON SESBION.

Mrs. Smith, recalled.—Mr. Wood said the children would not probably stay in
Dansville but a short time, he thought they would be taken to the sister theis
mother gave them to, he said Mr. Wood had intended the boy for the ministry,
for this reason he let Mr. Hequembourg have them, when L attended Mrs. Wood
I removed the stools, did not exdmine them', the physicians did, 1 saw a letter that
Mirs. Wood said her husband wrote her the Sunday night before his death, did not
read it or hear it read, saw it Sunday afternoon, after his funeral, have never seen
itsince.

Cross ex.—I. L. Wood kne® that I was of the Methodist persuasion.

The District Attorney here submitted in evidence the Surrogate’s records allow-
ing the appointment of Mss. Wood as guardian of the children, and the subsequent
appointment of 1. L, Wood.

Miss Braokfield.—Not in the room.

Daniel H. Wood.—Reside in Newark N.J., D.J. Wood was my brother, I re-
sided in Dansville, saarly epposite an the same street, when he died, was in New
York City at that time, I returned home on the 18th of May, he died on the 16th,
1 was at home during theillness of Mrs Rhoda Wood, was at her house when she
died, on the morning of her burial I met Rev. Mr. Jervis in the street, and spoketa
him abont a post mortem examination, I went to see Dr. Endress about it, found
him at his house, in the dining-room I think, said to him that it had been suggested
to me that it was a suspicious case, supposed to be poison, and if it was soin his
judgment I wished a post mortem examination before her burial, he replied thathe
saw no necessity for it,in his judgment it was not a case of poison, it did notope-
rate in that way, hesaid they would not have waited for me to come to them if they
had thought a post mortem examination prudent or proper, said he would go and
see Dr. Patchin, we met Dr. Patchin in his carriage coming from his house, I think
1 told him what we had come for, Dr. Patchin replied that he saw no necessity for
it, we shonld find na poison,don’t know that [ had an interview with Dr. Blake on
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the subjeet , have an impression that I'did, Mr. Kennedy was appointed adminis-
trator at Mrs. Rhoda Wood’s request, [saac concu rred in it, I know the'desk refer-
red to as being in my brother’s dining-room, I found his Jetters filed in packages in
the same manner that he kept his contracts, deeds, et¢., I found his valuable pa-
persin a large pocket-hook; Mrs Wood handed nie alltlie papers, I have' seen T'saac
write frequently at the desk, he boarded with David, Tsadac came to Dansville in’ the
spring of 1854, my 'brother David J.'Wood was his" eéndorser 'up to the tinre of his
death, T saw his name on several papers for lurge athounts, thejr relations Wére very
pleasant so far as I 'knew, D. J. Wood came from New Jersey,fie'owned real estate
there; I'think it-was 49 acres, it was in New Providence, about 25 miles from New
York, 14 from 'Newark, T understood that he sold it. [ et wth .

Cross-ex.—Don’t recollect that Dt.'Patchin said that they had 'no means of ma-
king a chemical analysis, Dr. Endress said nothing about it that I récollect of| it
way between eight and nine in the moriiing that T saw them, can’t siy that'T ever
saw a person take amote from I. L. Wood with D. J:'Wood’s nanie on,am not
one of the administrators, ceased to bein July last, I was removed, don’t reniember
that notice was served on me to show ¢ause why Ishould not not be removed, 1 was
cited to appear to account hefore the Surrogate of this couaty, in' March 1867, I did
not appear, I left Dansville on the 18th or 21st'of March, I" have not been in this
pirtof the State since wutil now, I'was arrested a day'or two since’for contempt of
Courtt I took up a'‘couple of carpets in‘the house soon after Mrs. Wood’s death
and put them down in my house, by consent of my associate; Isaac wasone of the
appraisers of the property; I sent'my accouns to ‘the Surrogate long before I
was cited;  F'was informed that was all that'was'neéessary by counsel; 1 never
interfered with the disposition of the children except to advocate'the' ¢arrying
out of their mother’s wish; (witness is shown'a couple of letters written uy‘hiﬁl
in July and June; 1855; whi¢h lie recognizes as writ‘en by him;)the wearing
apparelof D.J. Wood was divided between the three brothers; don’t remem-
ber whether it was in the inventory: think the coat the prisoner hag on was
one of D.'J' Wood’s; think I rented the stove for ¢ 200; David’s interest in the
store was sold to Isaac; I‘bought it of him; T have paid no money on it; T con-
tinued to rétail out of the store after D. J. 'Wood ‘s deathf the goods were ap-
praised; D.J. Wood’s interest in the store was sold to Isaac at the appraised

rices. $
s Re Direct.—I don’t know: who commenced proceedings against me here the
other ¢ay; the matter of accounting was adjourned tothe éighth of July; Mr. Ab-
bott and Mr. Bulkley were sworn forme; Mr. Lemen was there; Dr. Patchin was
there for Mr.  Hequembourg;" I offered to'go on with the accounting, or wait here
a week for them'to get ready; they wished it adjourned longer; A. J.' Abbott was
my counsel before leaving Dansville; I neversaw-the Judge at Dansville; he ap-
pointed one meeting for this subject there, but did not come; T made a statement
of my account with affidavit, and left it with Mr. Abbott; Thad been indebted to
the estate, but made an assignment sufficient to coverit and a little more; the store
wassold to Isaac and he took possession; [ afterward took it.when I made an assion -
ment it went to Mr. Kennedy as administrator; this was done by advice of cozn-
sel. g

Cross-Ex . —1 purchased of Isaac in June, 1855; think it was the same day he pur-
chased of the administraters; I made an assignment in July, 1856; was selling goods
at the store, (\v‘itness i‘s shown another letter which he recognizes as written by

him.)’ - ! g

Miss Brookfield.—Know Mrs. Hedges; remember her coming to Mrs. Wood’ ¢
house during her illness two-or three times; don’t remember that I declined to
allow herto go:in and see- Mrs. Wood; ' there- wers more or less ladies there

every day after Wednesday; Mra. Hequembourg asked about Mrs. Wood's -

illness.and. I repliei: don’t remember of I. L. od’s'making any remark to
Mrs. Hedges: don’t remember ‘thathe cam. out of thej bed-room with' a cup
and spoon at any time when she was there: have seen:Mrs. Ella 'McWhor fer-
she was at Mrs. Wood’s during her illness: don’t recollect the day: never saw
her before that time: don’t remember Who else was there at that time: did
not see I. L. Wood give medicine 'to the children while’ she was there: I re-
rmrember one occasion when he gave them medicine: it Was 1a the early part of
theit illness: don’t know what medicine it was: he gave it frem a tea-spoon;
heard him make no remark that I recollect of, I may have given medicine to
the children. . t !

y€ross-Ex:—Don’t remember that Mrs. Hedges went into the bed-room durin
Musz Wood's illness; there may have been intervals atter the Wednesday when
wasalone in the:room with Mrs.. Woad. . 3

John M. Bonnell.—Reside in New Providence, N. J., know I, L. Wood,
have known him 25 years, he has lived most of that time in New Providence;
I was at Dansville soon after Mrs. Wood was buried.I. L. Wood married my
sister, she is not living, remember the time he went to Dansville to live, he
had been the owner of property in New Providence, he sold shortly beforc he
left, realized from.it-$3575, there was an encumbrance of about 500, think he
had money when he left, up to that tim> he had a good character. i

«
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Cross-Ex.—I. L. Wood sold betw een 35 or 40 acresof land, I bought G 87-100
acres of 1t, I paid for it $385, | zave him my note, have paid the note, he sold
9 or 10 acres near by for $900, sold- the balance for $2100 and a little over,
don’t know how he received his pay, think he had some money when he started,
I. L. Wood’s wife died in September, 1856, 1 think; there 1s no other man by
my name connected with the Wood family; have not said that the witnesses on
the part of the people all swore false, have said I thought some of them were
prejudiced, I remainéd in Dausville until I, L. Wood went to New Jersey, as-
eisted him in boxing up goods, know nothing of a division of clothing, I went
down with the goods. .

The d efence here rested their case, and the evidence closed. Application was
made to allow two counsel to sum up for the defence, and by consent of the
Gourt and theDistrict Altorney, were allowel to doso. They then requested an
adjournment until to-morrow morning, morder to look over the testimony, which
was granted. ;

94 SECOND FRIDAY—MORNING SESSION. r
In anticipation of hearing an exhibition of eloguence and elocufion of more than
ordinary interest, by the distinguished counsel who have been engaged in this casey
wehave a large audience in attendance this morning. The fairsex, as usual, are
represented by a large delegation. - r
Ir. Skinner announced that there was one circumstance which the defence
had overlooked. They desired to prove by ITalsey Wood that he communicated
the result of his interview with Drs. Patzhin audyEndress,to the prisoners " By’
consent of the opposite counsel they were allowed to do so.
Mr. Wood then commenced summing up the case on the part of the defence.
They came not here as suppliants for mercy, but as seekers for justice. After an
eloquent eulogy upon life, aud the tenacity with which we all cling to it, he re-
ferred to the case of the prisoner at the bar,  Ile alluded at considerable length to
the prejudice and excitement which he averred always surrounds a case. of this
kind; trusting the jury would allow neither to influence them in the rendition of
their verdict. e wounld not say there was no weight to be put upon circumstan-
tinl evidence, but it would be scrutinized with great care and caction, [Iteealled
the attention of the jury to the crime for which the prisoner was indicted, as there
had been se much extraneous matter introduced that this may have been forgotien.
Mr. Wood cited authority applicable to the case, and enlarged upon the point that
the prisoner is entitled to every legal presumption in favor of his innocence. Ho
spoke in detail of the manner in which the case was treated by the physicians, and
the fact that they did not advise a post mortem examination, arguing therefrom
that they did not suppose at the time that it was a case of poison. With all d'v]e
respect for the meiical gentlemen, he believed that if arsenic had not been foundin
the stomach, they would all have testified that her symptoms were those of cholera
morbus, and that she died from that disease  Mr. Wood spoke of the arest of
Halsey Wood the other day upon civil proceedings, as a trumped up charge totake
him away from attendance here. [le wassorry fo see Ais (riend Dr. Patchin coun-
tenance suck proceediugs, but tke Doctor remembered what he had told ﬂal_sey
Wood and did not want it related Zere; and Tom TLemen, the contestant against
tke estate of D. J. Wood, wko knew notZing of Zis arrest, was (here. -
Tha counsel reviewed t/e testimony relating to the disinterment of Mrs, Wood,
and the disposition made of the stomack, arguing that by reason of a want of care
and exactness, 1he chemical analysis should be set entircly aside. ; 2
Assuming, however, 1hat a murder zad been committed, ~e entered into areview
of the evidence,from whick he argued there wasnofking to connect the prisoner
withit. In kisappointment as guardian of tke children, and Ais acts as steh, no
evidence of guilt can be found
Mr. Wood spoke during{/e entire morning session, ziving the whole case avery
minute review.

SECOND FRIDAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.

Mr. Wood resumed his temarks, commenting upon (/e evidence reiating to |h:e
death of D J. Wool; he argned (hat the prisoner had no motive whatever to pol -
son him,and that there is no testimouy whick proves or tends to prove it against

him. e :

Th> defence kave introdnced no evidence relative to the charge of forgery, for
tkey do not consider that there is anytking in it to prove a motive to commit the
erime for which the prisoner is now on trial,

Mr, Wood concluded his remarks at 3 P, M., having spok=n nearly”six Zours.

Mr. Skinner then commenced the discharge of the duty assigned Zim by refer-
inx to theirregularity of (42 preliminary proceedings, forte purpose or showlng
1ha excitement znd prejudice whick surrounds the case. Tle denied,that the Pois -
oning of Mr. and Mis." Wood Zad been clearly proved, or that(here was anylhing
in thaevidence involving tha defendant in the crime. On the contrary he argued
that the testimony afrmatively establisZes Ai: innocence. Mr. § made a very able
appeal, elozing at falf past five o’clock
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Mi. Hendee tzen commenced summing up (/e case on the I““l,""‘/"’ people. He
Jad not intended af 14e commencement to take any pazt in t/e final summing ‘up.of
1ho case, and asit had turped he should mzke but a few general remarks. All the
people ask is simple justice ; there is no prejudice or excitement which spurs them
to the pursuitof the prisoner at the har. Mr. IT: made avery able and eloguent
speeck of about an kour and a kalf, directing Ais remarks nfainly to a reply to Mr.
Skinner, ! . $d5

Court then adjourned to 8 A. M. to-morrow.

SECOND SATURDAY—MORNING SESSION. ; Dt

Mr. Peck commenced %is summing up of t/e caseon the part of !he people. " For
two long weeks we Aavelistened to i%e evidence adduced upon this trial, and have
listened witk interest to the abie appeal of counsel upon the otker side. ' ‘Henow
demanded that justice be done t%0se two orphan children whose appeal has come ug
to us from the mountains of Pennsylvania. Thke prisonerat the bar stands indicte
for the crime of administering poison in the shape of white arsentic to Mrs, Rhoda
Wood,and ke hoped the fair escutcheon of Zis native connty would never be blot-
ted by another jury sayinga man was guilty but it was not proved. )

The simple question to he decided first 15, did RLoda Wood die by potson? The
able counsel upon the of/erside have argued ‘hat the symptoms were {he same as in
a case of cholera moibus. Admitting it for the sake of argument, and yet we kave
the testimony of one of tZe most distinguised clemists in the land that ke found
arsenic in her stomach, and /e has exkibited specimens before us taken therefrom.

Having ascertained that /erdeath wascaused by poison, we must next endeavor
to find by whom it was administered, Mr. Peck ten presented an able argument
showing the absurdity of the theory that Mis. Wood kad committed suicide, anc
showing the opportunity, means and motive {Zat the prisoner had for admmrs_termf
to her the fatal dose, He then gave a history of the causes which resulfed in the
prisonerat the bar being arraigned for the crime. First, we have the suspicion of
the physicians that the death of Mr. and Mrs. Wood was produced by other than
natural caunses; soon after their death a claim against the estate in favor of Isaac
L. Wood for $2650, in theshape of a forged notz, malkes its appearance; then the
arsenic in the bharn is discovered, and herc we have evidence snf}iuienl 1o justify
the arrest of the prisoner. He is found upon fhe prairies of a distant State, and
hronght back. When told the ciime for which he is arrested, he merely remarks,
*‘it is & very singular case.”’ 3

The estate has vanished, and the orphan children of D. J. Wood have been robbed
of their patrimony; and if you search for their inheritance, you find nothing bat
the feot-prints of the Woods and the specimen of so-called humanity they have
brought. on here called Bonuell. Mr. Peck concluded his remarks by exhoiting the
jury to discharge their duty freely, fearlessly and faithfully, be the consequences
what they may. .

The Court then took arecess of one hanr.

—
SECOND SATURDAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.

During the intermission a throng ol people were wending their way to the Court
House, a large proportion of which was composed of ladies. After the jury had
taken their ceats, Mr. Wecod submitted to the Court a number of points of Taw,
which the defence desited embodied in the charge.

Judge Johnson commenced his charze to the jury by making a few general
remarks relative (o the enormity of the offence charged, etc . after which he
made an able and impartial review of the testimony, and structing the jary
what inferences may be drawn therefrom. At three o’clock the jury retired to
deliberate upon their verdict.

At half past five the bell announced that tha jury were ready to-report, and
the Court Room was at once densely filled with spectators. The prisoner was
bro’tin and placedin the box, his countenance indicating the same indescribable,
almost indiflerent expression he has manifested ihroughout the trial. Gen
Wood, his counsel, and Halsey Wood, his brother, were seated near him, tte
face of the latter suffused with tears, and manifesting deep feeling. The jwy
came up and took theirscais. The Clerk called the ro!l and each juroranswer-
ed to his name, after which the following proceedings took p'ace:—

Clerk —Centlemen of the Jury, have you agiecd upon your verdict?

foreman.— We have, P

Glerk.—How say you, do you find the prisoner at the bar Guiliy or Not Guilty?

Forewan.— GuiLTY.

The counsel for the prisoner then requested that the jury be polled, which
was done, each juror promptly respouding in the affirmative to the question
“Is this your verdict?”?

Upon the announcement of the verdiet the prisoner burst into tears, and,
many oftke tadies in attendance were ungble to restrain an expression of feel-

-

i,nf.

‘The sentence cf the prisoner was deferred until balf past seveu o'clock Mon-
dny morning. The jury were discharged from further attendance, and the court
adjourned, The prisoner was returned to hisslonely cellby the Sheriff, ‘ollow-
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€d by his brother and brothei-in-law, and the assensblage dispersed with such
feelings as only the solemn scene they had witnessed can produce

.

THIRD MONDAY-—MORNING SESSION. ™

Attheopening of the Court this morning at 7 1-2 o’clock, the Coart House
was densely crowded. The prisouer ‘was _brought in by the Sherift, and took
his seat in the box, pale and evidently exerting ali the nerve] of wlich he, is
aster, to repress his emotion. After the usval proceedings by the crier,
Judee Johnson addressed the prisoner as follows:

*Isaac L. Wood, stand. up. You have been convicted by a Jury of your
country, of the crime of Murder. Have you anything to say why the sentence
ofthe law should not be pronounced upon yon?”’

‘T'he prisoner holding on 10 the prisoner’s box with both hands answered:—
“Judge, I have only one word to say upon this occasien, . i am not puilty of
the crime cha-ged against me. My conseience acquits we; thavk God. That
is all [ have to say.” "

THE SENTENCE.

Judze Johnson then proceeded to deliver the sentence as followsz—The last
and most painful duty devolving upon the Court, in this most arduous and pain-
ful trial,remains to be performed. Before the evidence had been adduced up-
on the trial against you, it was almost impossible (0" entertain even a hypmﬁ-
etical belief that you could be guiluy of the atrocious erime with which you
stood charged by the indictment. It seemed incredible that one born and reared
to manhood under civilized and christian 1nfluences, could so far forget, not
only the ties of blood, but his obhgations and duties to his fellow man, as to
yield to the promptings of any motive whatever, for a moment, 10 commit g0
hemous and unnatural a crime.” But you have had a fair trial, by an impartial
Jury of your County, in wlich every form of law has been scrupulously ob-
served, and all its merciful provisions brought to bear in full force, in'your
favor, Every opportunity has been afforded you to explain and rebut the 1n-
culpatory evidence against you. Your counsel have brought to your defence
a devorion and ability, a zeal.and eloquence, seldom equalled, and rarely sur- *
passed. And yet the Jury have been constrained by the force of the evidence
alone, to pronounce you Guilty.

The law now holds you to be guiliy ofthe crime charged inthe indictment, and
the Court is bound to regird your guilt as establishe: beyond doubt oy question.
A'nd this guilt, thus established, how deep and dark its'dye! You entered the
house of'a confiding and aflecionate brother, as an inmate and member of his
family. You had enjoyed for nearly a year the shelter of his 100f, the suste-
nance of his table, the comforts and enjoyments of his home, and 'the aid of
his counsel, his expericnce, and his credit 'in your business. 1In the confidence
of this relation, as the evidence leads us to believe, and 1n the absence of his
wife and family, you secretly mingled, with his food vr drink, a deadly poison,
and sent him to an untimely grave.

The wife returns widowed, and the children fatherless, to their late secute
and liappy, but now desolate home. And cie they have recovered from the
stunning shock of their great bereavement, and while all unsuspicious of its
cause, y ou, as this verdict proves, mingled the same deadly agent In theit mox-
ning meal, and dispatched the muvdered wife from this world, to join the mur-
dered husband in the other. Through all their hours of untold suffering and
agony, while vainly wrestling in the fiery grasp of the unsuspected enemy
within, you stood by them, conscious that all this was the work of'your hands,
unpitying and unreienting, anxious and solicitous only, that nothing should
thwart your fell purpose. In afew days you became the occupant of thelr
mansion thus made vacant. Of their chilaren, whom Providence has myste-
riously rescued from destruction at your hands, you Lecame the legally consti-
uted guardian. Them you consign, for thev time being, to the care of strangers,
but ther patrimony by various an{ multiplied_c s of fraud and feleny, you
attempt to appropriate to yourself, disclosing in this the poor and sordid mo-
tive, which had lured you on, step by step, and act by act, through this awful
drama of crime. Tlns epitome of yourlife’s history, through a few brief weeks,
as established and verified by this verdict, furnishes a chapter in the annals
of depravity and crime, which has few parallels. The roadlhmugh these scenes
of crime and desolation, led yca naturally and directly heie, and finds 1ts appro-
priate termination at the scaffold. X y

Itisever the fatal habit and infirmity of crime, (0 leave some forgotten mark,
some uncovered foot-print, by which it may be followed and detected.  Such a
career is fitly closed by a death of ignominy, not only asa Jjust rewribution to
the offender, " but as a lesson full of solemn warning, teacling (o all others,
how hard, and how beset wi:h peril, from its beginging to its end, is the way of
the transgressor. A life thus stained, and burthened with guilt, and crime, can
draw no.counsolaion from the past, and 1o hope from the future. lissole. ve-
fuge and shelter,1s i }hc .L_ll atoning blood ot Chivst, and to that* and thag
alone, can _we point you inthis fearful extremiry
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The days of your carthly life, are now to be numbered, and the hour of your
death appointed, and we implore you to devote the few days thus allotted,to
sincere repentance, and earnest suplications for mercyandforgiveness. And now
listen to the gentence ofthe law : The sentence is, thal on Friday the 25th day
of June nex*, between the hours of one and three o’cleck, in the afternoon, you
be taken from the place of your confinemeut, to the place of your execution,
and there be hanged by your neck until you are dead, and may God, your
Creator, in his infinite compassion have mercyon your soul,

After the sentence, the Court oxdered the Sheriff to remand the prisoner to
prison, the crowd dispersed,and after making out and signing the Death- War-
rant,the Court adjourneil sine die.

—_—

Statement of Esaac E. Weood.

TO TIIE PUBLIC.—The last hours of my life are fast ebbing away. Fully
realizing n&y situation, and impressed with the conviction that I shall soon ap-
pearin judgment before my God, 1 submit to you this my dying statement, ap-
pealing to my Maker for the truth of the wordsIamnow toutter. These are o
me moments of awf{ul solemnity, andIwould fain lope that the declarations
made at such an hour, will be believed. ’ )

Iam condemned to an ignominious death, for the alleged crime o(lnul‘dﬂlnﬁ,
by poisoning,the wife ol mybrother, in whose family I had been an inmate, an
Iam charged with procuring, by the same means, the death of that brother whe
was my counselor, my endorser, my best earthly friend. -In addition, it is as-
serted ihat I have been guilty of forging the name of my brother, toa promis
sory note of $2,650,and also of mutilating and altering his books of account.

My whole being revoltsat the imputations. In the most emphatic terms and
to the fullest extent, I deny the charges. Althcugh a Jury of my country have
found me guilty of the crime of poisoning my sister 1n-law. and predicated their
verdict upon my alleged complicity in the other crimes, alluded to, yet I assert,
before Heaven,and appeal to God as my witness, that I aminnocent of them all,
as well as the forging of the note and the alteration of the books and papers, as
the alleged murder 5

By what means my brother and his wife came to their death, Thaye no knowl-
edge except such as came to light on my trials. Ifby foul means, I have no sus-
picion against any personoxr persons sufficient to justify mein making it a mat-
ter of discussion or publication. AllI can say about these eventsis, that they
are enveloped in a mystery, that,sofar asI know, canonly be solved when we
shall all appear before the judgment seat of Christ. Then and there the guilty
one will be recognized and punished. :

As to the §2 650 note, 1liere declare, as1 have declared atall times hitherto,
that the body thereofand the signature thereto. are both the genuine hand wiit-
ing of my brother David J. Wood. The giving of that note was the resultof a
computation of the amount due me from him, on account of sums of money
Joaned by me to him at divers times between the years 1852 and 1854. Atthe date
of that note we had a settlement, and n.y brother was found indebted to me in
the sum of money stated in that paper This money Ivealized from the sale of
my farmin New Jersey. The farm was sold by me in parcels at different times
between 1851 and 1854. The due bills my brother David J. had given me from
time to time, were given up at this time,and were destroyed.” The arrangement
between us was, that these various sums of money were to apply on my con-
tract for the purchase of the Summer Hill farm, but at the time of the giving of
the new note for $2,650, my brother stated that he wished to use the money in
some of his business transactions, and Col. Davenport from whomthe title was
to come, did not care for it and 1 assented to that arrangement, althovgh I had
before requested that the money or as much thereof as was necessary to lig-
uidate the same, should be applied to the contract and that a deed for the prem-
1ses should be executed (o me. :

1 have been thus particular in regard to this note, because the prosecution
relied on the alleged forgery of it, as showing the motive that impelled me to
committ the greater offence alleged. - 8

In addition to my own assertion of the genuineness of ihat note, which I in-
tend hereby to be explicit, I call attention to the fact that, in the civil suitcom-
menced by the holder of the note against the Administrators of my brother Da-
vid’s estate, my brother John Wood, of New Jeisey, 1n a commission issued in
that cause, swore that thic signature was the genuine signature of David J.
Wood—who so competentto give an opinion as te the zenuinesess of the sigs
nature as he? It will be recollected too that several of the witnesses, who, on
the trial said the signature was forged, had prior tomy arrest expressed a con-
trary opinion,and so admitted on their several ¢cross-examinations.

As 1o the alteration of the books and papers charged, I deny that I ever altered
a wordor figure therein, and I further deny ail knowledge of any such altera-
tions or mutilations.
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These are the words of a dying man; one who evpects in a few hoursto ap.
pear hefore his Maker to give an account of the deeds done in the body.

Asto those persons who, who on my trial gtestified against me with feelings
of prejudice, and whose misconstructions of my words, and misconceptions of
my conduct and appearance, had great weight in influencing the verdict of the
Jury, I entertain no feelings of enmity or i1l will, I fully forgive them, as 1
hope to be forgiven of many short comings and offences, through the merits of
my Savior,

The course pursued, on my trialand since my sentence,by the District A ttor-
ney, requires some remark from me. In addition to the discharge of his duties as
a public officer, he has manifested a feeling of bitter Lostility which has seemed
tome unkind and vindictive. He has taken occasion to charge upon me per-
sonally the commission of crimes of which he had no knowledge, and with which
as a public officer, ke has nothing to do. The manifestation of a spirit of vin-
dictiveness on his part, has seemed to me peculiarly heartless. e hasseem-
ed disposed since my sentence to add to my misfortunes by taunting me in a
bitter manner. Keenly feeling as 1 do, thisunkindness on his part,% can not
help referring to the matter and yetI forgive the feelings he has manifested to-
wards me, and express the hope that when Tam outof the way of his prosecu-
tions, and he is saved any further trouble in labor or expense on my account, he
may be led to regret that to the discharge of his duties as a public officer, he
hasadded d course of conduct which seems to me to partake of personal ani-
mosity. T have never injured him, and had he confined himself to what was re-
quired of him by law, 1 should have respected him, although by his efforts he
had procured my conviction.

What I ask of the public 1s, that after this poor body is executed, and all ex-

citement has subsided, they will examine carefully the evidence npon which I
have been convicted, and then say whether, with these explanations I have giv-
en. I deserve the fate to which I have been consigned.
_ For the services and attention of the various clergymen who have visited me
in my confinement, and prayers of those whom I selected as my spiritual advis-
ers, Tam deeply grateful. May they find their reward in reflecting that they
have consoled and comforted, with religious truth and services, asoul that is
soon to meet its Maker in judgement.

To my counsel and other friends who have stood by me in this hour of extrem-
ity. T am under obligations that words fail to express.

To the Sheriff who has performed his unpleasant and painful duties with ten-
derness,and has in every action and word shown a kind regard to my feelings,
I would also acknowledge with deep gratitude my obligations, and hope that he
may be yepald infinitely for his kindness to an unfortnnnte man, whom the law
has suhjected toan iznominous death. ISAAC L. WOOD.

Dated, Geneseo, July 9. 1838.

— () —
Letter from Col. J. Wood, Jr.

EDITOR OF THE REPUBLICAN:—Dear Sir—ITerewith Ihand you the last and
dying statement of Isaac L. Wood made and signed by himon the day of his exe-
cution.

It iswell known that from the time of the respite granted by the Governor up
to the time of the execution, I wasaway from Geneseo and d:d not see, and had
no communication with the condemned man, consequently I had no partin the
preparation of this statement." It 1s due to the memory of the dead to say that to
me ashis counsel, he at all times most solemnly asserted his innocence of the
crimes charged against him, .

He hasgone to that jndgment seat where his guilt or innocence is known,
and where the erroncous decisions of an earthly tribunal cannotinjure, or his
declarations of innocence if gmlty, cannot avail him. He has been condemned
and executed according to law. Ifhe hasbeen unjustly condemned, it is due to
the fallability of human tribunals, and the imperfection of human institutions.—
Many an innocent man has been condemned and executed before him. Standin
upon the scaffold, with the rope that was to strangle him, about his neck, an
about to be launched into eternity, iu the full possession of his mental faculties,
he declares his entire 1nnocence of the crime of which he was convicted,and the
other crimes whichon his trial were attempted to be proved against him.—
Let him have the benefit of his dying declaration. T regret to observe that
there lhas been an attempt to rob him even of this, that it has been published to
the world on th e authority, ss I am told, of the District Attorney, thaton the
day before his execution, he made a partial confession. Iam satisfied that no
such confession was made. Sheriff McCartney and Joseph Kershner, Esg., who
ar: the persons named as having heard the confession, assure me that it1s not
true, and that what was said to the District Attorney in their presence, 1s entire-
1y consistent with this his last statement. &

1t is to be hoped that those who have been instrumentai in procuring his con-
demnation and execution, will be satisfied with the extreme penalty of the law,
that having sufiered an ignominious death, the waters of oblivion may be per-




mitted (0 flow aver his dishionored grave, U he has been been npjustly conviet-

“d. noetithily power can right the wrong which has been dpne. ¥t does ppt

Jielp the matler by endeavorine stitl Inrtherto blacken the character of the dead.

by chareine ujion hiuthe comini®ion ot erimes of which he ig not guilty, and

of which thiere is no froof except the unreliable assertions of idle rumor.
Respectlully youis, &c.,

JAMES WCOD,Jr., Counsel, &c.

0

Interview with Wood the Night before the Execution.

" After a denialofa writ of error by Judge Johnson to the condemned in this
case; the undersiened on several occasions solicited Hon. A. A. Hendee, iz~
trict Atlorney, fo visil. the prisoner and inform him of the hopelessness of
averting the sentence that had- been pronounced upon him; to which Mr H.
quite uniformly replied that it was not Ais duty, but the duty of his counsel to do
s0.. This request was renewed repeatedly on the day prior to the execution,
wlhen My. H.stated that if Col. Wood, the prisoner’s counsel, did not arrive,
as.had been by the prisoner expected, he would 2o and see the prisoner on con-
dition that we would accompany him. Col. Woed not arriving on the evening
of that day, about 10 o’clock we called upon Mr. H. and he accompanied us to
the Jail. ‘We found one of ttie watch, detailed for the mghe, in the hall, com-
munpicating io the prisoner’s cell,and in which he received persons visning him,
and the prisoner in liscell sitting on his bed with a book by his side. He re-
ceived us with'marked cordlality, and Mr, H. while shaking hands with him re-
marked, that be came to sec him at onr request, and stated to hnn the result in
hislast behalf. After being seated, (Mr. IH. beside the prisoner on the bed.) Mr.
H. said to him,stating the result; he suppesed he was aware that there was now
no hope for him. to which, the prisoner replied that he did, and that it was a sol-
eln L{lought Mi. II. then asked him if in view of it, he bad anything to say in
cannection with the ¢ffence of which he had been conviéted; he replied, that
he had not, that he expected his counsel in the morning, and what further he
had to say he should say to him,and then asked Mr. H.1f he believed him guil:
ty, and Mr. H. said he did. {

Upon inquiries then made and drawn out by the prisoner’s own remarks, he
welt on to say insubstauce.that he knew that his wife had been disinterred,

_and, thatargenic was found in her stomach, but said she must have taken it in
her medicine; that he knew his brother David and his wife and their two chil
dren were poisoned with arsenic—or to use his own expression—* 1 know broth-
ey David and sister Rhoda and the two children were poisoned with arsenic,
but I did’nt do it.”’ Accounting for the poison, he said David and Rhoda might
have drawn it from the metallic coffins in which they were buried; but on sug-
gestion, admitted tkat did not account for the poisoning of the children, and so
dropped this subject.

In referenceto matters which he said bore heavily against him, showing or
tending to §how motive for the commission of the offence, he said it was his
misfortune that he did not deem it necessary to explain then. Said he was at
Bums with his brother on Saturday before his Déath and returned to Dansville
with him; and remained there Sunday and Monday, and thatit was his misfor-
wune that he wrote the letters he did to Barnard and Simmons; that his b*other
was suddenly taken ill, and %e called from Almond to attend on him, for ke was
notat Almond at that time. That he could not account for stating to some that
he was taken sick and stopped at Wayland, and to others that it was at Spring -
water. That it was at Springwater. but could not.say at which house, whether
on the right or left hand corperon entering from Wayland, and dld not recollect
that the house on the right bad been burnt before that time. :

He said he made the endorsement of £315 on the contract at his brother’s re-
questy and that 1t was his misfortune that he consented to its erasure when the
administrator questioned it, That he made (he alteration in the date of the note
1rom 1854 to 1852, and that his brother mace ihat mistake; that his brothier was
a-correct husiness man. and that it was very singular that he should date a nole
two years ahead, and that it would be singulay for a man to date a note atthis
thime 1860 iustead of 11858, ! 2

When-asked whether aware that he was charged with attempting to take the
Jife of M. .Johnson, of Illinois, by poison. he became much agitated, and asked
Mr. H. *‘who told yon—uwhen did vou hear thae?” e said Johnson was sick with
the ‘same symptoms as his brothier and brother's wife, was unwell for a long
time but.some said it was feigned, because he, Johnson, was too lazy to work,
butdid not dery 11, :

Althisand much more of Tess interest was called out by questions he pro-
poundedto Mr. H., who during the entireinterview conversed with htm with
marked sincerity, candor and kindness, and at the closeof the interview, the pris-
onerremarked ihat he had no other than the kindest feelings towards M. I..and
no fault to find with him in the course he had pursued as public prosecutor, ex-
ceptin relation to what he said on the trial about his brother’s coat.

- HUGH McCARTNEY,

Genesco. July 26, 1358, J. KERSHNER,



Letter from EKion. A. A. Hendee.

GrNesko, July 24, 1858,

Mnr. NorToN—Your last issue contains what purports to be a statement of I. T,.
Wood to the public. ] 7 \

Whatever statement may have been made by that wretched man,unaided by
others, T should have regirded it unnecessary to notice. His trials were both fair
and impartial, the jury on his second trial were overwhelmingly convinced of his
gnilt by the evidence and pronouriced him guilty, the court conenrred in this opin-
ton, and 1 have had not the least doubt of the correctness of the verdict. 'Fhie counrt
sentenced him as was their duty, and the prisoner has suffered the severe penalty;
which the faw inflicts in such cases.

'l‘mlching the fact of his guilt, or the trathfulness of such statement.as to matters
proved against the prisoner npon his trial, I do not propose to speak. No one woald
regard it necessury or proper to dwell npon these points, " "

It'is the sworn duty of the District Attorney as the law officer of the County ta
sustain the verdict of the jury and the senience of the Court, in every criminal
case, and to be ac'ive and diligent in the disharge of this trust, committed to him
by 'hq people, however unpleasant and disagreeable it may be,and he has no right
to shrink from it althongh the life of a fellow being may be involved; and witheut
h]s faithful efforts, the law would soon cease to be useful as a shield to the commu-
nity, or as an engine of punishment.

The statement of the prisoner, I am credibly informed, was prepared by others,
and taken to him on Friday, the day of his execution, about noon, and read to
him, and that he signed it at that time. It was subsequently, as I am a'so in-
formed, handed to you by his counsel on the 20th of this month for publication.

Accompanying this, I send you three letters, written by the prisoner, and proved
and introduced in evidence on his last trial, in connection with proof touching the
cause of the death of D. J. Wood, and which were never before published.

I send them simply for the purpose that your readers may be able to judge, and
form their opinion how much agency the prisoner had in suggesting, composing,
writing, or dictating the statement purporting to emanate from him,and for this par-
pose I desire you to print them verbalim et literatim, precisely as they are written.

It is hardly conceivable that the author of these letters could have pa:ticipated
very largely in producing such statement. It isevident that it is substantially the
product of some other person or persons, and as such I shall treat it. It appeared
to you in the garb of another hand writing.

It is not at all remarkzble, that the prisoner should not rezard with much favora
public officer, whose painful duty it had been to prevent his escaping the fearful
retribution which awaited him, and whicih the commission of a heinous crime had
brought upon himself., And it was not very remarkable that he should deny facts,
to wit: the forgeries which were incontestibly proved against lim,and not sought
to be controverted on his last trial, but conceded by his counsel to be true, when
we take into consideration that the prisoner, unfortunately for the canse of jus-
tice, had, in some way, evidently been induced confidently to hope and expect to
the last, that his fearfnl doom wonld be postponed, at least for a season. He had
great faith in his counsel, who had so diiigently endeavored to procure for him a
stay of execution, and to the last stage that arrived previousto his execution, anx-
iously awaited his connsel’s arrival. He was aware that an application had been
made before Justice Harris at West Point for a writ of error as Jate as the 7th of
July. and no assurance of the result scemed to satisfy him, except he could have it
from thelips of hiscounsel, and in this hopeful state of mind hesigned the state-
ment, and was led to execution, as many who witnessed the fearful spectacle
believed. :

No person thus situated, if entirely responsible for the published statement, could
have elicited a remaark from me. But as it calls for no very areat stretch of the
imagination to believe that the same was produced by some other person and for
some purpose other than the exculpation of the prl:o.ner,l regard it dae to mysell
tospecifically deny each and every charge therein which tends to reflect upon me as
a man or an oflicer, for they are, without excepiion, utterly untrue. .

The duties of my position are snfliciently onerous, arduons and pain ful, without

being unnecessarily assailed by the living, from behind the [K{!Ao.l"'aé‘l};lx)erc:nﬁt.ed

murderer. Youwrs, &c., 0
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[The following are the lettera above referred 1o, and are publshed as requested,
verbatim et lLteratim: | ’
DansviLLe, May 15 ’55.

11 P Rixmoxns Esq—Dear Sir—Tts nothing But sickuess cause me to write this
as T tould you I would be at your house the 16 /t T maide my arrangements to do
so while in Almond I was sent for By my Brother as he was taken very sudon with
vomiting and some pain:—& as his famley has gon Bast he is all alone & cant
think of me leaving him untill there is a change. Yo will therefore haf to jurne
the sute again unless you can git aiong withoute me I cant say now when T can be
at your house But will as soon asT can leave Tf you doajorn the sute you had Bet-
ter for 2 weeks T will Let you know how my Brother is soon let me hear from you
soon I Remain your true Friend &c LT, WO

DansviLLe, May 15 ’55

B.BARrNARD, Iisq—Dear Sir—1Its nothings But sickness that has keep me from
yovr house to day I maide my arrangementsin Almond to come to your house to
day & to go to Simmons to morrow T was sent to Almond to come home B. D. J.
is very sick he was taken Monday morning 2 ock vomiting & some pain & as his
familv is in N. J.-& B. H. also L cant think of leaving him I feel some what alarm

a boute him:—1 will let you know how he is soon & will be there assoon as Ican
leave. I. L. WOOD

DANSVILLE, My 24 ’55

My vEry DEAR Frienp—T Rect yours of the 22 It this moment & should have
writen before but have Been so deapley afflicted by the suden Death of my Dear
Brot he died 16 Tt great loss to nsall & we feel it very much it will be nesary for
me to stay hear for the Preasant as there is great many things to look after I intend
to come & see you as soon as I can leave the Apples where rect as you sent them I
iment to mention it before it slip my minde

From yours true friend §-¢ s 1. L. WOOD.



THE EXECUTION.

On Friday, July 9th, 1858, Tsaac L. Wood, convicted of the mur-
der of his sister-in-law, Mrs. Rhoda L. Wood, by administering arse-
nical poison, suffered the extreme penalty of the law, at Geneseo. He
was convicted of this crime on Friday, the 15th day of May previous,

~after a protracted trial of over two weeks, and sentenced by Judge
Johnson, on Monday following, to be hung on the 25th day of June,
between the hours of 11 and 4. Previous to the day appointed for
his execution, however, a reprieve was received from Gov. King un-
til July 9th, in order as the Governor stated, to allow him time to
examine the testimony; having done which he expressed his willing-
ness to let the law take its course.

The Big Tree Artillery, of Geneseo, Capt, Warford, and the Cana-
scragas, of Dansville, Capt. Grant, had been ordered out on this occa-
sion by the Sheriff, and were promptly on the ground at an early
hour in the forenoon.

In the forenoon we visited the gallows. It isasimple wooden
structure about 12 feet in height, over a cross-bar at a top of which

asses the rope; on one end was fastened an iron weight of some 24~
bs., al the other end a billet of wood weighing 11- pounds. Seve-
ral experiments were made with it while we were present. At the
back of the gallows, and about six feet from the ground, was a sort of
iron trap on which the weight was J)]aced. This was so arranged
that a light touch of the foot on a wooden bar near the ground sprung
the trap, the weight fell, and the billet of wood was jerked some six
feet into the air.

A little before 3 o'clock, the prisoner was brought to the front
door of the jail, where he stood some time in full view of the people:
After the black cap was placed on his head, and as he stood . on the
steps, we understand he requested permission to address the people,
which was denied by the Sheriff. His eyes were wild and glassy,
as he took his last look at the beautiful world and the glorious sun,
and raising his hand and waving it toward the crowd, he ejaculated
in a most impressive manner, the solemn and startling words : “Fare-
well ! friends, farewell | forever !” He then walked to the fatal en-
elosure, supported on either side by a deputy sherifl, and attended b,

_ Rev. Mesgrs. Birchmore, Bowne and Mandeville. He walked wit
a firm step, and on coming in sight of the gallows, observed them
narrowly. He was dressed in a dark green frock coat, dark plaid

antaloons, and a check vest. His neck was bare.

As he was placed under the gallows, the deputy sheriff informed
him that he had but 3- minutes to live, and that he now had an op-
portunity to say what he wished ~ The substance of hisremarks was
as follows :—« Here am I, condemned by the laws of my, country to
die—in a few moments ends my life, and I shall pass away into an-
other world. This world may think of me as it pleases, but blessed
be God, this is not my abiding place. I must meet the demands of
justice. Soon I shall be stretched between Heaven and earth and
‘go to my account. ' It is a solemn thought—to stand before the udg-
ment seat of God. Oh, Mr. Hendee,—(turning to the District Attor-
ney who stood mear) you, too, must some time go to judgment.
Christ will be the Judge; we cani 't ‘1 eceive him. I'say Iam an
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funocent man. I shall soon be out of the way of my persecutors,
blessed be God I had rather die ten thousand deaths than be persecu-
ted as I have been for the last five weeks. To die 1sa gain to me.
God knows what has caused this; (pointing to the gallows.) He -
knows the injustice of this. There may be men who believe—"
Here he wastiuterrnpted to allow James B, Adams, Esq., to read the
sentence of death, the respite of the Governor, and the death warrant.
During the reading of these, Wood listened intently, with his eyes
closed and his head thrown a little back.

When the reading was concluded, Rev. Mr. Bowne stated that
Wood had selected the following text, from which to have his funeral
sermon preached ..

Thirty-first Psalm, 13, 14, 15 :—For I have heard the slander ot
many ; fear was on every side; while they took cotnsel together
against me, they devised to take away my life.

But I trusted in Thee, O Lord : I said, Thou art my Ged.

My times are in thy hand : deliver me from the hand of mine enc-
mies, and from them,that persecute me.

—Prayer was then offered by Rev. Mr. Bowne, who was followed
by Rey. Mr. Birchmore, who read the prayers of the Episcopal
Church, prescribed for such occasions.  Wood knelt during these ex-
ercises, at the conclusion ot which he was informed that he had but
12 minutes to live. ' He then uttered the following ejaculatory sen-
tences, during which the sheriff announced to him the flight of his
precious moments :

O Lord, receive my spirit.  (He here drank part of a glass of
water.) I thank God that the religion of our Lord Jesus Christ can
support me. . They inay call me what they please, but there is some-
thing increligion to sustain. © The blessed promises sustain me in this
trying hour. I know that Christ will receive me. Oh! the comfort
of religion to a dying man; religion givés him a hope. The change
to another world will bea happy one. I cannot express my feelings.
I can only say that I trust in the same God that has sustained me so
long.  Take this body ; it’s nothing but a lamp of clay.  God knows
that' I am innocent, but you can’t know it. It is between myself
and God. In three minutes 1 shall be free from my persecutors. I
bid ‘you all farewell forever. Blessed be God, I can die anywhere
and at any time,”

Mr. Birchmore asked Wood if he felt resigned.

“Yes;;blessed be God, Tam resigned. Take my body, prepare to
meet me at the judgment.  These are my dying words. O God !
give me victory over death'!  This day will long be remembered. I
am ready to go. I know what I say. I know that my soul will soon
be in the presence of my Father. T believe ina hereafterand a future
punishment for the wicked.”

The. fatal moment having now arrived, the prisoner shook hands
with those around him, bidding them good-bye. He thanked the
Sheriff for his kindness to him. His arms were then pinjoned with
a silk handkerchief, during which eperation he repeated several
times, “ O Jesus, receive my spirit I adding, to the Sheriff,  Let
me die as easy as you can.”

He then seated himself in a chair directly under the gallows, the
noose was -adjusted about his neck and the cap pulled over his eyes,
by one of the deputy sheriffs. He here requested permission to see
the Sherift’s face, but the fatal moment had arrived, the spring was
touched, and Isaac L., Wood was launched into eternity. As the
weight fell, the wretched man groaned and carried his right hand
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toward his mouth, but in a moment it dropped, and with the excep-
tion of a slight twitching of the muscles, all was still.- Although-his
neck was instantly broken, his pu!se continued to beat between seven
and eight minutes. ~After hanging a little over half an hour, the at*
tending physicians declared life extinct, and he was taken down.
The corpse was placed in-a coffln, and carried in a hearse to West
Avon, where if was to be temporarily interred to await the order of
gis friends, who, we understand, intend removing theremains ta New
ersey. R "3 TR N
Thzre were probably about eighty persons crowded in the narrow
enclosure containing the gibbet, from two to four:Ps M., The ar-
rangements for the preservation of order, and for the proper execution
of the sentence were very perfect, and most successfully carried out,
None of the relatives of Wood were present at the execution, ex-
cept a nephew by marriage. His sisler, who resides at Lima, took
her leave of him on Tuesday, July 6th. R Rl et ieae
After the corpse was removed, the people were admitted to see the
gallows; the miﬁtal'y soon left the ground, and the crowd quietly dis-
persed. Thus closed -the last solemn scene of thisterrible tragedy.
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M. J. PUFFER'S ADVERTISEMENT.

0. K. CLOTHING HOUSE

BETTS' BLOCK, MAIN STREET,

DANSVILLE, N. Y.
M. J PUFFER,

DEALER IN
Ready-Made Clothing, Hats and Caps,
Furnishing Goods, Umbrellas,
Trunks, Satchels, &c.,

AT THH

@, K, GLOTEING ClIOBSE,

Thankful for the Liberal Patronage that the O. K. Clothing
House has heretofore received, the subscriber respectfully an-
nounces that he will keep right on selling

BOODS AL WEE LOUTEST PRICES,

And every article Warranted to be just what it is represented.

MILT. PUFFER

Trusts that a residence and business acquaintance of over ten
years in this village has enabled him to judge what is wanted in
this market, and he invites his friends and the public generally
to call and examine Goods and Prices, confident that he will be
able to give Perfect Satisfaction in every instance.

0

ON HAND IN A FEW DAYS:

Tue Best STocK OF

FALL AND WINTER CGLOTHING

Ever opened in Dansville, which will be sold at

PRICES TO SUIT THE HARD TIMES.

, ki e
[ZF> REMEMBER that the O. K. Clothing House can't be
beat in Western New York in -

STYLE, QUALITY OR PRICE.

Dansville, Sept., 1858. M. J..PUEEER:
Beatts’ Block, Main Street.







Publisher of the Dansville Herald,®

{ BOOK AND JOB PRINTER; &
%%@nnks and SS9 Stationary,
: CHEAP PUBLICATIONS, ;
NELWETHTERS IND WASBWNLINES,
8

% GEORGE A. SANDERS,

Law Blanks, Sheet Music, &e,, &c¢.,
Herald Buildings, Main Street, over Leach’s Jewelry Store,
(Second and Third Fleor,) :
DANSUVILILE, IN. ¥,
o . ;
Tue Subsrrihw\r respeetfully invites the nttention of the eiti- 3o
X izens of Dansville and the surrounding country, fo the ahove X
3 Establishment, pledging nimselfl that each department will be (g%
conducted in a manner to merit the patronage of the publie,
s Ovwr facilities for executing orders for anything in the line of i
S Book axp Jo PRINTING, are unsurpassed by any country office X
KX i this section of the State, and persons having any deseription &
X of Printing to be done, will do well to give us a call.  Having g
XWX 1wo good Presses, a large and well selected nssortment of Type W
%) and other material, and employing the best of workmen, we
QY are enabled to fill orders in a prompt and satisfactory manuer, %
A and at the very lowest prices. 3
d ‘The HeravD is one of the largestcountry papers in the State, XD
%) and has an extensive circulation throughout Livingston, Steuben 3
» and Allegany Counties, making a very I
VALUABLE MEDIUM FOR ADVERTISING. s
S WE receive all the leading Newspapers and Magazines reg- (33
lay ularly, and furnish the same by the year or single copy. at the
XY publisher’s prices. Subscriptions received for any periodical
a3 published in the United States, and the same delivered at our g
X counter free of postage.
d A well selected assortrnent of Popular Books constantly on R
Y hand, and by special arrangement with one of the most exten-
S cive Book establishments in the State, we are enabled 1o furnish i
N to order on short notice, any work ever issved. L
A choice stock of Sheet Music, among which may be found 3&
¢xy all the most popular pieces, always on hand. New Music re- M
B ceived regularly, and any piece that may be desired furnished &8s
2 to order on a few days notice. -
Particular attention paid to orders from abroad, Believing
KW that we can do-as well by our customers as any other establish- x
S ment, we respectfully solicit a call from those desirinz anything
inour line.  ° GEO. A. SANDERS.

Al el el

&
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