


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

FOUNDED 1836

WASHINGTON, D.C.

GPO 16—67244-1




























A

VINDICATIOW

3 \OF HES PUBLIC CHARACTER
} ey O F
DIRECTOR GENERAL

~.J o i
0!‘ THI

" i :
S SO i
e ,’

MILITAR.Y HOSPITALS,

3 } A N D
< PHYSICIAN 1x- CHIE;F
;}‘,,,*: o 0 P oo / A
A A MERITCANSARMYSS
T AN HG 1776, 5, ’\ 7
\ } s - i

B Y JOHN -I\/.';OI{(;A.I"J, M. D.. 1-' R.S.

PROFESSOR of the Theory and Pradtice of
PH 7 S5ICK in the College of PHILABELPHIA ; |

{ & Member of feveral Royal Colleges and “Academies,
~| . and Philofophical and Literary Societies, in Evrors
and AMERICA.
%2 : e
ki G 2 5¢
e . F R W,

'BOSTON: Printed by POWARS axp WILLIS,

MWiPCC;LxEVLL.

2



;

g

Tae M AN, in confcious Virtue bold;
Who ‘dare his fecret Purpofe hold, 7
Unlhaken;, hears the Crowds tumultuous Cries, *

And the impetuous Tyria;;;ﬁéfy'B‘row defies,
Francis’s Horacr,

5
.

P



To v vx Hovexasiryr

The ConGRrEss of the United-States
o A MERICA, i

And to every Fr1END and Werr-Wisner
To the RxgnTs and Lxgzxﬁzg of Maxxino,
THE FQLLOWING

¥ ENDPUCA T I'ON
OF HIS PUBLIC CHARACTER,

In the Station of DIRECTOR-GENERAL
Or Tee MILITARY HOSPITALS,
And Pwysicrax' in CHIEF
To 7une AMERICAN ARMY,

X8

With all deference to Rank and Authority,

Anp wiTu arr szcomiNng FREEDOM,

CHEARFULLY SUBMITTED
; SR
THEIR MO0sT RESPECTFUL
AND MOST OBEDIENT
SUMBLE SERVANT,
JOHN MORGAN,

o v 39 - n e



 PROLEGOMENON.

H AT a mean and invidious fet of men have look-
ed upon my elevation to the rank of DirRECTOR-
GENERAL AND PHysiciaN 1N CHIEF, with an evil eye,
and long been concerfting my removal, is a matter of which
~ 1 have too fubftantial proof to doubt : That thé un-
wearied pains I have taken to fupport ceconomy, regu-
larity and order, o far asthey had been introduced into the
department, before it came under my management ; to in-
troduce, recommend and inforce them, where wanting 3
and to oppofe and reform abufes that were creeping, or
had already crept into it, from the infancy of the fervice,
were the root of the enmity which fprung up againft my
proceedings, are no lefs certain. It is equally evident
thas it received its growth and vigour from my inflexible
refolution of being faithfu) to my truft, in not fuffering,
fo far as it was in my power ta prevent, the Gifipation
of the ftores entrufted to me, for the ufes of the fick that
fhould be fent to the General Hofpital under my care,
by expofing them to the wafte and depredation of men
whofe fchemes terided to the fubverfion of the General
Hofpital, in which they laboured to raife themfelves ints
an importance, which neither the General nor Congrei:
ever intended, and from my putting a ftop to thof:
abufes of which too many of them had been guilty. That
" thefe are the ftock from whence have fhooted thofe cla-
mours, againft me, which have .been {o carefully culti
vated, with a defign to injure my charaer. with the
publick, under a pretence of interefting them in the
fufferings of the fick, to which the imprudences of others
had given rife ; and to fhift the blame from them on me, I
doubt not will appear to the full conviftion of every
impartial perfon, who has patience to attend to the fol-
lowing Letters, Narrative,Proofs and Illuftration of faéls,
which I propofe to lay before them, 5
s ut
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_ But that my enemies {hould be able, with all the arte
of malice, to have influenced Congrefs to proceed to my
difmiffion, -on their partial reports, is what I had no
thoughts they would have been fo bold, ar fo bafe, as to
attempt ; nor if they had, could I'have imagined that they
would haye fucceeded in their attempr.

The manner in which I have conduéted myfelf in the
General Hofpital department; my ftri¢t obfervance of the
refolves of Congrefs ; my vigilance, care and adtivity in
the duties of my ftation ; the feveral plans I devifed for
putting it in the power of Congrefs, confiftently with
their own original {chemes of ceconomy, to make a bet-
ter provifion for the rigimental Surgeons and fick, as well
as.for the General Hofpital itfelf ; the advices I have
communicated from time to time to feveral of the mem-
bers, concerning the ftate and wants of the fick, and of
the regimental Surgeons ; the evils I have foretold were
likely to enfue, and the remedies I pointed out in time
0 prevent many of them 3 and laftly, the toils and dan-

~gers t0 which I have continually expofed myfelf in difs

‘charge of my truft, I concluded would always.be a {uf-
ficient fhicld to proteét me from every, affault, till I
could have notice of the defigns and movements of my
enemies, been prepared for my defence, and have had
time to have repelled them. ™Thofe inftances of zeal,
diligence and uprightnefs of condu&, I hoped, were
fuch, as neither malice could fcandalize; nor envy mis-
intrepret.

Will it be believed in a future day, that fo grave and
illuftrious a fet of men, as compofe the American Con-
grefs, fhould, on any partial reprefentation, without
giving the perfon accufed an opportunity of exculpating
himfelf from the charges brought againft him, or know-
ing what he was accufed of ; and without calling on

- him to offer what he had to fay, why he fhould not be

fo dealt with ; making themfelves judges as well as hear-
ers, pafsfentence, asif all that is faid, is proved ? Will
it be believed, that.en no better evidence than the clae

3 meurs
"
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mours and mifreprefentations of interefted men, they
would have difmifled,from an office of the greateft truft,
One, whofe eftablifhed charaéter and their good opinion
had called from private life, and exalted to that ftation 5
Oune, who, neverthelefs, from his firft ftepping forth on
the ftage of ation, had always met with puplic appro-
bation and diftinguithed honours, both at home and a-
broad ; who had ferved his country in pofts of eminent
truft and ufefulnefs, with applaufe ; that they would,on
the ficft application, have facrificed him to the crys of
2 fa@ion ¢ Would fuch a proceeding be thought confif-
tent with equity, or been compatible with the reputa-
tion of alefs important Aflembly-? Would it be thonght

an aé of common juftice, in fuch 2 court, ta proceed to -

punithment, on a charge, which might be groundlefs,
and that, for ought they knew, might have been refut-
ed, as foon as mentioned ¢ Are the Members of Con-
grefs well affured, that on a mere pretence of fomething
being done that ought not to have been done, or fome-
-thing being omitted thar ought to be done, they-have
not made a vi&tim of an innocent, or even meritorious
fervant, to promote the ambition of an INDIVIDUAL,
or cover the faults of MANY, asif that offering would
make atonement for their overfights or mifconduct ?
Ys the difmiffion from an office of fuch confequence, a
"matter of fo little moment, as o ftand in’ no'need of
even the formality of anm inquiry ? Can fuch a ftep re-
fle€t honour on the moft dignified Body of Men in
America ? Is nothing further neceflary to find a perfon
guilty, than to accufe him of being {o? Could that
Aflembly be certain, that they were not, by this pro-
ceeding, invalidating their own refolves, weakening the
obedience due to their commands, and fhaking the ve-
ry foundations of their authority ? j
To degrade an officer from his rank, however lightly
it may be thought of by vulgar minds, is an aét of the
higheft rigour, as it opens the mouth of obloquy, and
points the tongue of flander with deadly venom.
' il What

Ty "




. N
& ARE 2 B

What reparation can be made for fuch a hafty judg-
ment, if itis found to be fo ! Can any future inguiry
into the merits of the caufe wholly extinguith its fatal
influence ? Is there a tribunal in the world that has
" paft fentence without a trial, that one may prorounce
proper tribunal, to which an innocent man may fafely

. appeal ? - The higher the tribunal, the more fatal is the
_influence of prejudices. Has not the part the Congrels |

has taken, in my difmiffion, a diret tendencyto weaken

and corrupt the proper evidences ? Can witnefles that
might be called in be fo impartial, as to give a full and
faithful teftimony in favour of the accufed perfon ?

‘Will they readily produce fuch proofs in his favour as

. they could do, that might tend-te applaud his conduct;
' whom Congrefs, by a refolve, has thought fit to cenfure ;
efpecially when thofe witnefs have their reliance on that

Court, for prefent rank and future promotions ? Is therz

a more effe¢tual bribe to ftop the mouths of evidences in

favour of an innocent man, and to raife up enemies
againft him ? How nnhappy then muft. be the fitnation
of any one, which lays him under {o great an inconve-
nience, that thofe who have it in their power to juflify
his conduét, may be intimidated from doing it, fully and
freely, as they wifh to do, for fear of giving offence to
thofe on whom they are dependants ; fo that itis eafiec

for thofe who incline to it, to do an innocent perfon a

mifchief, than to find many men fo jaft, as to produce all
they know in his behalf, and, by vindicating him, incur
the disfavour of thofe in power ? :

Under thofe circumftances a man’s defence mult be
liable to milconftrutions ; whereas, had an inquiiv
been allowed, before difmiffion, full weight would hav:
been given to the ¢vidences on both fides 5 but by this

- fummary and unufual proceeding, is not the deor fhut
againft impartial juftice ; and fhould the perfon be callec
1o trial, before the Bench that condemned him, are not
his Judges become a party againft him ¢ In whofe favour
they are likely to pafs judgment, on reference, let the

feelings of mankind determine ! Notwithftanding

y‘.ﬁu g
’
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‘Notwithftanding I was fully fenfible of the force of
thefe reafonings, yet fo confcious was I of my innocence,
and fuch was my opinion of the incorruptibility of the
Congrefs, that,rather than lay under an imputation that
affeted my charadter, dearer to an honeft man than life
itfelf, on the firft notice of my removal from office, I
immediately appealed to the Commander in Chief and to
Congrefs, in hopes they would reconfider what had been
fo haftily done againft me. Three menths are elapfed

fince that appeal, nor have they thought fit to give me:

any anfwer.

To what other caufe can I impute it but their own
reflexions, that there is not a fet of men on earth, {0
free from the influence of their own paflions, thata
perfon may trufthimfelf to their decifions, unheard, and
to whom it is proper to appeal from their own decifionsy
thus made ? For who are {o free from biafs, as not to
‘have a fecret with to find, that, in paffing judg-
ment, they were juft. Can it be their defire to find

zhatman blamelefs, te whom they have behaved, asif they

thought him otherwife - Would it not be 2 reflexion
on their hafty judgment, when they have treated him, as
guilty; to find him wholly inaocent ?

But I will not do that Honourable Body the injuftice
to entertain a fufpicion fo derogatory to them, as' to
confider my difmiffion, and the manner of it, as a re-
gular, deliberate act of the Whole Body, or what they
approved. I have heard it alledged, in their defence,
againft fo injurious a fuppofition, that many of the
moft refpetable Members were abfent; that fome of
the States were not reprefented at the time ; and that
feveral of the Members were wholly opofed to it ; ' that
it was an aét into which they were fuddenly " forced, by
the clamours of a party, whom political neceffity, at
the'time, compelled them to gratify.

But fuch is my opinion of the integrity, and fuch my
reliance on the honour of the Congrefs, as to beleve
that when they are furnifhed with the materials for

judging
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properly, they will be as ready to do me juftice, asa
part of them have been to liften to the malice and mife
reprefentation of my adverfaries ; and to fhew their
fnagnanimity, by allowing that they have been capable
of an error, by their readinefs to redrefs it. Thefe
confiderations have induced me to print fuch an ac-
¢ount of my proceedings, a may enable them, and the
publick, to fee with clearnefs, and judge with conviction,
on the propriety or impropriety of my conduét ; and to
put it in their power to condemn, or acquit ine, on fuffi-
cient evidence. : S e :
To fuppofe, as fome have been inclined to think, that
Congrefs can objet to this appeal, from their judg.
rhent, t that of the publick, would be a greater reilex-
ion, in my opinion, on their jufticz, and do more inju-
ry to that veneration we are bound to pay their virtue
and wifdom, than I think any Advocate of Liberty will
dare to offer fo réfp=&table 4 Senate.  Would it not be
ihcompdtible with every idea of that liberty and juftice
for which America is now in arms, to dif-allow an ho-
rieft freedom of defence and expoftulation, or to fhut
up the channels of communicating intelligence, by
which the publick may be truly informed of the pro-
priety of their proceedings, if they mean to maintain
the confidencé of thofs who have furrendered to them
their power and rights, not for theirown, put the pub-
lic good ? Without this is allowed, all our priviledges
are but an enipty boaft, ““ #he bafele/s fabrick of a vifion,”
to which we are facrificing the moft {ubftantial realities.
Out of refpet to Congrefs, I have thus long deferred -
my application to the publick. I can 1o longer, con-
fitently with my reputation, defer it. The wounds that
are given by the enmvenomed tongue of calumny are
decper, and more fatal thin the {word ; they deftroy
what is dearer than life, reputation and peace of mind ;
blemithes on a man’s public charadter food fefter, and
if not fpeedily removed, will contaminate every thing
about him,and infe@ the very air hebreathes. He whofe
reputation
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feputation is injured, is ever fufpected ; bis focicty is
fhunned ; he is looked upon as dangerous, as a walking
peftilence. T muft not therefore pafs over, in ﬁ!ence, a
proceeding which firikes fo home at my honour. It
would afford room for ingénious architeéts to raife a
pile of plaufible charges, which filence is no ways calcu-
lated to refute. ~ Evil reports are apt to fpread like wild
fire, and even perfons not eafily inclined to it, by re-
peating and circulating a ftory, fnow ball it from hand to
hand, whencs it canuot fail to accumulate ;3 and where
flanders have been fuffered to take root, there are never
wanting fome perfons, who will ufe all kinds of manure
to quicken the growth. And though my Friends are
difpofed to look upon me as an innocent and injured
perfon,yet I do not defire that they, or the world, thould
fet down fatisfied with a bare prefumption of my inno-
tence, as my enemics have with that of my guilt. I ra-

- ther wifh them to unite, in calling on me; to perfift in
dragging from their dark retreats, and chaining down
thofe barking cerBeRr1, thofe pefts of fociety, who lay
in wait to prey on the reputation of others ; and to pro-
ceed in laying cpen my conduét, and their evil machina-
tions, fo long as any doubt remains of either, and the
means of obtaising and communicating evidence on the
falts, are within my power.

Before I enter upon the tafk, may.I be permitted, with-
out offence, to guard againft a miftake that fome may,
perhaps, otherwife fall into. They may fuppofe, frcm
the pains [ am taking to vindicate myfelf from ground-
lIefs imputations, that I wifh, or aim to'be reftored to
the place from which I have been removed ; and that
I oughr rather, on the firft appearance of the injudtice
done me, to have refigned my commiffion, by which I
might have freed myfelf from much trouble, and have a-
voided the publicdifcreditofbeingremoved fromit. After
1 bave given fuch evidence, as I have done, of the rea-
dinefs with which I confented to ferve my Country, at
the firft call, asa proof of my principles, and of my

cbedience
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obedience to their commands, I flatter mylelf I niay,
without offence, be allowed to acquaint the world, that,
on the very firft intimation I ever received of the come
plaints' made’ to Congrefs, I called for an immediaie
hearing. The honourable Member who informed me
of them, gave me a hint of rgfignation being the moft
advifeable ftep to be taken, in the like circumf{tances, to

uiet thofe clamours. Could I have firft vindicatad my
innocence, I fhould have refigned with pleafure, for
had not the remoteft with to continue in an office that
was fo intclerably burdenfome, when there was fuch
want of difcipline to inforce thofe regulations, which
both the Congrefs and Commander in Chief thought
werc bsft ; nor did I think a fervice that, for want of
difcipline and fuitable provifion, was in a ftate of the ut-
moft anarchy and confufion, fo very honourable, as ta
have a defire to remain in it, one moment longer, than
by fo doing T could be ufeful to my Country.—But had
I refigned, befareI had been favoured with an examina-
tion into my eondud, it might rather have prepoficfled
the world with an opinion, that there was fome ground
- for thofe clamours againft me, of which I was no ways
confcious. I determinzd, therefore, to infift on an in-
quiry into my condudt, and having fully vindicated it, to
have clofed with their permiffion ta refign, had it been
allowed me to do fo.

I fhould then have rejoiced to have efcaped from that
fcene of confufion to whichI had been {o long a witnefs,
and in which I could not be ufeful, to my former fta-
tion, in private life. On this ground I confider my
difmiflion, not only as more honourable than a refigna-
tion, without a previous juftification of my condu&, but
than a continuance in office, under the circumftances ¥
have been in, almoft ever fince I accepted that com-
miffion. But I particularly rejoice in it, as it affords me
an opportunity of vindicating my condu&, not only to
the Whole Congrefs, but to the Whole World, and

having
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fhaving done it, I leave the event to that God who rules
the world, and in whofe hands are all our ways.

" Every thing I deem neccffary, at prefent, for my full
juftification, is contained in the following letter to 2
friend at Philadelphia, my memorial to General Wafh-
ington, and the letters and refolves of Congrefs,
with the proofs and illuftrations that are - fub-
joined in the appendix. T {hall make no other apo-
logy for laying them before the publick in that form
and order, than that I think them the beft adapted to
give both Congrefs, and the publick, fu!l information of
the nature of my condud ; and if, in the courfe of m
narrative, the fa&s I adduce, and the remarks whicg
arife upon them, fhould feem to glance obliquely on any
particulars, I hope I may be allowed to plead that the
treatment I have met with, and the nature of my vindi-
cation, requires freedom, and that I fhall be excufed in
the eye of reafdn, ‘and with every candid mind, if I do
not fmother the truth, and thereby weaken my defence,
merely to avoid giving pain to any. "+~ - :

A LETTER toa friend at Philadelphia.
BRI A, s Bofton, April 17, 1777-
¢ Pudet hec opprobrig nobis, i
¢ _gut dici potuiffe, aut non potuiffe refelli.”
BN Dy i il it bl
I Am obliged to you, for the accounts I have received

of thofe loud clamours, which have been circulat-
ing through Philadelphia, at my expence. I have inclof-

“ed, and already fent to the poft-office, the news-papers

of laft week, and of this day, containing my an{wer to
thofe injurious charges fo groundlefsly, and yet fo mali-
cioufly propagated, by certain virulent caluminators,
which, I flatter myfelf, will open a door for a full and
aniple vindication of the whole¢ of my condut; ‘a con-
duét which I thall never fuffer to be traduced, in fo

Gt vile
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vile 2 manner, as hath been attempted, by a fet of weak,
or defigning men, whilft I have a tongue o fpeak, or a
pen and hand to employ, to clear myfelf from thofe
afperfions.* ] dletp

* The news-papers, here referred to, are the Independent Chronicle, of April
-1oth and 17, and the Bofton Weekly Advertifer, of the 17th 5 from which it
may be proper to acquaint the reader, thatin that of April the roth, being in-
foimed of fome evil minded perfons whe had taken upon them to raife and cie-
culate a number of falfe reports and groundlefs clamours, at Bofion, on account
of my having taken poffeffion of the medicines anéd fhop furniture of Dr. Sylvefter
Gardner, and Dr. Wilham Perkins, of Bufton, for the ufe of the army ; and to
; 3lledge that many of the fufferings of the fick, in the laft campaign, aiofe frem
my having unjuftly with held from ibhem (or from the REGIMENTAL Syur-
GEONs) thofe ftores which they weie entitled to draw from the General Hofpital,
'T came to Bofton on purpofe to call upon the peifons pointed out, as the principal
authors of thofe reports, requiring them to make good that charge, and at the
fame time inviting any perfons, who had any thing to cffer 2gainft me, that 1e-
garded the faithfui difcharge of my truft, to ftep forch, and flate their zccufations.
T then promifed to Jay before the publick, a faithful and cxaét account of every
proceeding, relative to the difcharge of my duty in the above fiation, by which
the world would be enabled to Jjudge whether the charges were well founded, oz
only proceeded from a (pisit of malignity and detra&ion.

In the papers of the r7th, I communicated the refult of that examination,
with a [etter, calling upon the author of the report, concerning the remeval of
the medicines, to know what he had to offer 3 to which he returned a fhore
evafive anfwer, difclaiming the charge, which is there publithed, together with a
full aceount of the tranfation.

In that paper the public were informed, that in refpet to the removal of the
drugs, medicines 2nd fhop furniture in queftion, I bad the order of General Wath.
ington, in writing, for what I djd, backed with a refolve of the Council ard
Atlembly of the State of Maffachufetts-Bay, aftera fequeftration of the property
of thofe perfons ;—that they were remeved to New-York, for the vfe of thear-
my y—that whatever was done by me, in this affair, was merely cfficial ;—~that
an inventory of the whole was l¢feavith the Bofton Committee, that in cafe the
former owners fhould return to town, and be entitled to claim a reftitution of
their effets, the value might be duly afcertaired ;—that a particular and faith-
ful accoont of every thing done in this bufinefs, was tranfmitted to the Adjutant
.General, to be laid before the Commander in Chief, for which I received tharks
for the matter and manper of what I had done 3=—and that an inventory of
every holpital fiore, remainiag on hand, being made out by the Apothecary of
the General Hofpital, with care and exa€nefs, was tran{mitted to Geseral Wafh-
ington and the Congrefs, of which 1 kept an authentic copy 5 concluding this
head with an addrefs to thefe perfons, to take fhame and csnfufion of face to
themfelves, who, judging only frem the corruption of their own hearts, appear
¢to think it impofEble for men, to whom much is entrufled, to keep fice from
thaét‘t polivtior of hands, which they find in themfelves fuch a pronenefs to con-
tract.

In regard to the fzcond charge, which relates to the with-holding the hofpita}
flores 5 this being reposted agzin@t me, by Dr, Story, Surgeen of Col. Little’s

: - Regiment,
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It is in vain for any of my friends to expedt, that I will
fer ftill under the bafe imputations, or reft fatisfied in
that general perfwafion they all have of my innocence,
or acquicice in any thing fhort of a full and impar=
tial difcuflion of every particular,relative to my proceed=
ings, in my late ftation. : :

You would comfort me with this truc obfervation,that
€ it is not for men in public ftations, in times like thefe,

5 to

regiment, T wrote a letter to him, April 8th, calling on him to explain
himfe!f for taking fuch unwairantable licence as he had done, affuring him
that no man, be his rank in life what it may, fhould be fuffered to do it, with
3mpunity ; D:. Story declining to taks any notice of it, that letter was publithed
in the Independent Chronicle, of the 17th of April, with the following Declara~
tion of €ol. Jofeph Trumbull, Efg; Commiffary-General of the American army.

To all wwbom it may concern.

E it known, that—whereas I have been informed that it has been induft-
rioufly propagated by fome evil-minded perfons, indivers parts of the Coun~
try—That Dr. Jonn Morgan, lat: Dire€or-General of the Continental Hofs
pital, has drawn from the Commiffary-General’s office, the well rations, fir the
{i:k, while in the General Hofpital, and that he has pocketed the {ame for his
own emolument ; I have this day made examination of my books, clerks, &c.—e
and find that I have not a charge in my beoks, of A siNsLx PENNY paid to
faid Doftor MoRr GAN, or any other Hofpital Surgeon under him, on account of
tions for the fick ; nor did I ever ra ¥ any thing, on that account, to Dc@or
xfon G AN, {o that there cannot be the leaft foundation for fuch afpetfion of his
charalter.—I have paid LARGE SUMS for the rations of the fick, in Regimen-
tal and Brigad: Bofpitals, to many Brigade and Regimental Phyficians and Sur-
geons, but never a farthing to faid Dotor MorG AN, or any General Holpital
Phyfician or Surgeon whatever.
. Given under my hand at Hartford, 2d of April, 1777.
+ JOSEPH TRUMBULL, Commiffiry-General.

N. B. Tbe publick are notw informed, that Dr. Frory bawing afterqvards in-
finuated —rbat, ¢ when be was properly called upon, be did nor doubt be Should
be able to [npport wvhat be bad at any time advanced.” I called upon bim in per=
Jom, for an explanation, when be thought fit to dery, that, at the wery time bg
affrieed the fuffecings of the fick to bave arifen from the caufe affigned, of with-
baldirg from the Reg'mental Surgeons or fick, what be fuppofed them entitled to
dray from the Genzral Hofpiral 5 (to wobich, bewewver, they bad no claim ) « be
bad any thought of Dr. Morgan’s bd’l;iﬂg any intention to defraud the Continent®
Laply, it is proper it [bould be known that the aforementioned invitstion, if any
mar bad any thing o alledge againf} the faithful dif-harge of bis trufl, to fiep

Sorth and declare ity bas been alfo prin‘ed in the Rhode-Ifiand, Conneticut and
Phriladelpbia papers, without any the leaf} reply 5 from whence 6l mes may judge
bow groxndle[s, as well as malizious; thofe clamours wwere 5 and, no doubt, i,
7z bebalf of injured innocence, feel a jufd indignation at the authors thereaf-
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to expe& to be free from cenfure, nor fhould they be
difcouraged at the obloquies, with which fome men wifh
to ftain their charaders ; they ought to content them-
felves with this remark, that men of worth, who are not
only innocent, but whofe conduct is meritorious, are
moft liable to be traduced by ignorant and defigning
men ; that not 7o meet with envy and back-biting, is a
Srequent effect of compliances, which argue a weakngfs
unworthy of confidence 3 that my friends know I do not
wifh to be popular at fuch a price, but have rather court-
‘ed the flanders of the envious, by a fteady perfeverance
in my duty, thafi lay a train for the compliments of
flatterers, by favouring their dark purgofes.”

You proceed in remarking, ¢ That it is no unufual
matter, in the want of fuccefs in any undertaking, for
thofe who have been the authors of any public calamity;
in order to fhift the fault from themfelves, to lay it at
the door of others.” -

You fay you are convinced, that what I wrote to yo
of my fufpicions, was true ; “¢ that this cry againft me
is owing to my fteadinefs ro difcharge the truft repofed
in me,-according to the beft of my judgment, knowledge
and abilities, and in ot yielding to the repeated at-
tempts of ignorant or bad men, to encroach upon my
department, who wifhed that I wouid iffue all expenfive
ftores to their orders, without their being accountable
for them, contrary to my inftrudtions, by which they
would be expofed to rapine and diflipation, without a
poflibility of replacing them, and my charaéter juftly
fuffer for fubmitting to an unlicenfed prodigality and.
breach of duty and orders.  You obferve that mine ¢“ is
not the only inftance of a mag’s repytation being offered
up a vi&tim to the ignorancz or ambition of others.”

You tell me you now fee clearly, what I bad often
told you before, and have now cxpericnced to my coft .
That it is no eafy matier for 2 perfon, placed at the head
of any department, thatrequires a fivict and wary atten-
tion, nct to be borne down by ignorant or defigning

meil,
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men, or to preferve the dignity of the place eomr‘n,i'.tee‘i'
to him, without which however, he muft una.w’/oxdably’
expofe himf{elf to a thoufand rude attempts to dlmonpu;
his judginent, and oblige him to a& inconfiftent with it.
You with me to fupport myfelf under this reflexion,
that, ¢ the beft provifion thofe men can make, for all
events, who are above fuch compliances with the ways
of the world, 4s may impeach their honour, or .oﬁ'cr
violence to their confcience ; and to whom the judg-
fment and approbation of the world is matter of but fe-
cand confideration, is to have a firm confidence in Pro-
vidence, that he will not fuffer their inpocency to be ut-
terly opprefled, or notorioufly defamed, *and yet expeét
the gufts and ftorms of rumor, envy and detraétion ; to
look on thefe as a purgatory he is unavoidably to pafs
through, and depend upon time, and the goodnefs of
heaven for a vindication ; and by conftantly performing
all the duties of his place and ftation with juftice and
integrity, prove to all men, how groundlefs thefe charges
were, that men of fecret defigns have imputed to him.”
To thefe judicious reflexions and obfervations, per-
@it me to reply--That to pafs over, in filence, a proceed-
ing, which ftrikes fo home at 2 man’s reputation, as that
of his difimiffion from a public ftation, and being fuper-
ceded, without a caufe afligned, will be confidered, by
moft of mankind, as an argument of confcious guilt. —
The complaints which have bcen made, ought furely to
have been heard before a court of war, which was
doubtlefs the proper method of proceeding for offences,
fuppofed to be committed againft the army, betore which
fuch an inquiry might be made, as would determine the
validity of rthe acccufation, and how far the perfon ac-
‘cufed was worthy of condemnation, acquital, on honou-
rable ~cknowledgments of the fervices he had done, and
particularly for his care to avoid all thofe methods and
precedents, which men of lefs fcruple would have laid
hold of, for their own advantage, and thought even
juftifiable.  TIs it not hard to mcet with fuch treatment
as
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a5 this, whefl a perfon’s condudt_has been highly me#i-
torious, in the facrifices he has made by entering into
the fervice 3 the lofs he has enduréd in it ;3 the fatigues,
toils @nd dangers to which he has been expofed ; the

't'hxfdxv'i'n_g' himiclf out of bufinefs, and making himfelf 2
_farked charater to {érve his Conntry, in a poft where-

in his confitrymen conceived he could be particularly

_afeful, from his former experience and knowledge in mi-

litary hofpitals,whenthey could meetwith noneothefiwho
had the fame pretence to experience, that would accept of
it; and who hasiuggefted, to them. the proper plans for

improving.and puttingit on aberter footing thanhe found

it ? Muft he, in filence, behold 6thers run away with the

merits of his performzdnces and build ¢n his founda-"

tions, who cobld neither pretend to the fame experiefice,
nordone the f3me duty, nor run thefame yifksand hazards;
4nd quietly put up with the mifplaced ceufures of the

lick ? Muit He content, himitelf with the repeated
$ fic vos mon vebis” of the Mantuan Bard ¢ - .

"Where is the honour of 2 fervice, or what the fafety
of accepting a place of truft, if the moft punétual com-
pliance with the orders of his fuperioss, and. in many in-
{ftances,contrary to his own judgment,is tolay the founda-
tion efaman’s ruin? If any fubtile, malicious, or vindictive
INSINU APIONS, on the one hand ; or the AxisITIeN Of
afpiring men, on the other ; fhall, at any time, prevail
againft thofe, who have made afacrifice of their private
interefts, to follow their Country’s call, in their par-
ticular ftation ; who value their integrity more than

. popularity, and cannot be brought to at in contradic-

tion to their confcience or judgmént, however powerful
attempts are made to oblige them to doit; or if the
¢haradter and reputation of one, who has fer?:d the
publick, in places of rank “and truf, f:«_u‘thfullz, irre-
proachably, withi horour and applaule, is to be immo-

 lated to the MISREPRESENTATIONS of others, or to
the defigns and wifhles of a more sWELLING INTEREST,

without any trial, or giving the party accufed the leaf¥
: 54 notive
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fiotice of what nature were the complaints laid to his
¢harge, or who were his accufers, that he might be able
to thow to the world, how groundlefs the accufations
were, and how far their clamours were founded on pri-
vate pique, difappointed expetations, or fecret refent-
ment ?

Does not this conduct tend to overthrow the founda-
tion of civil Liberty, which can only be fecured by ims
partial trials, bgfore dif-interefted Judges, where the ac-
cufed perfon and the accufers, are brought face to face,
and where full weight is given to the evidence in favour
of the accufed ? What line is there betwixt this and

, DESPOTISM ? At this rate, who is free from the faral
«effe&s of influence ? Have not the States of America
claimed this eflential right, as one of the main pillars of
_their Liberties: ? Or have Americans, whe contend
againft what they declare to be an illegal ufurpation
from abroad, on the natural rights of mankind, no laws
to fecure them from oppreflion at home ? Has the Britifh
- {ubjeét a defence againft that of a King, that {hould at-
tempt to violate thofe rights, and an American none
againft the injuftice of his equals,,when joined with
power to injure him ?

Is it a2 misfortune, eafily to be borne, that any perfons
fhould lay under a charge, which it was the duty of thofe,
who are the authors of it, to have made good ? Is it not
confiftent with rhe principles of equity, that every ac-
¢ufed perfon thould be deemed innocent, or judgment be
fufpended till guilt is proved ? Let all confider, what
mifchicf may happen to themiclves, if, upon a general
charge, without the mention of any onc crime, a perfon
is to be degraded from his rank and office ; for who is
Aecure from the confequences of fuch a precedent ? Or,
if men of fecret defigns can - thus fhelter themfelves, by
facrificing thofe, who, from a fenfe of duty, remain im-
moveable againft every effort to draw them afide from -
‘ilieir?duty, who is certain that he fhall efcape the dan-
ger ¢ ’

’ ; ‘ TO
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To INCAPACITATE, in this manner, is no fuch fmall
punifhment, that a man may eafily endure, though he
be innocent. *“Itisto scCoyRrGE ; itisto wHi? with

-SCORPIONS 5 it is a_puni/bment, calculated only for Ge-

NEROUS MINDS, thus fo rob menof their HonoURs 3” it
is to lay a ftain upon them, which, though undeferved,
a whole life is too thort to efface the impreflion, with-
out it be fully vindicated ; and, to them, is worle than
death.” It reaches to innocent friends and relatives, who
would rather hear of their death, than their difgrace.
It is to deftroy a man’s peace of mind ; it is to expdie
him to the tongue of flander, and the rude attempts of
wicked men, who, by their behaviour, feem to think it a
merit te load him with reproaches, as one without the
thadow of a virtue,

“ Nulla virtute redemptum
J “Ca vitiis” : :

But if I am proved guilty of mifcondué in my office, let
my' guilt meet with its defert ; but‘on me, on me alone,
let the public indignation fall’: Let not one friend ever
gity me : Let every trace of fympathy and compaflion

obliterated from the tender breaft of every relative 3
of every dear ‘and tender connexion ! On the other
hand, if I am found innecent, I muft infift upon my
right, of publickly aflerting and maintaining that inno-
cence, although hofts of evil-minded men fhould oppéfe
themfelves to the attempt, and I truft in Heaven, that i;
will come forth, on the teft, as gold tried in the furnace,
without mixture of alloy.

Nor fhall I reft, at eafe,- till my vindication is as well
known, and circulated as far as the malice of my daccufers
has fpread, and the difreputation fully wiped away,
which the Congrefs has caft upon me, by fo fhameful 2

‘difmiffion from office, on a mere accufation, without
proof, and without an hearing,although repeatedly called
for before that took place ; and I apprehend it will b&
found, upon proper inqniry, that at the rifk of my re-
patation,{o grofly and thamefully infulted,and of populag
} e, ST O S favour,
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favour, which I might eafily have acquired howgvex_‘,
at the trifling expence of benour, and of t/ye. truf? {epofed in
e by Congrefs, whiMt I was fightng in their caule,
having elcaped the fecret ambufhes of latent enemies, | §

was placed, Uriah-like, in the forefront of battle, amid{t
" enemies fet in formidable array againftme; then deferted, -

and left to fall, unfupported, by thofe who placed me
there ; and whofe duty it was to haye proteéted me.

If one,who being only accountable, by his commiffion, |

to the Congrefs and Commander in Chief, and who was
more particularly under their wing, could not be thel-
tered, even by them, from fo furiout an onlet, fuch g

violation of the common rights of mankind, till he could

be brought to trial, and his guilt or innocence eftablithed
on undeniable evidence, I afk, oncemore, who then is
!‘nfe?b\ ‘-w v - 9N A B . 5

"~ You have gone on, Sir, to tell me, ¢ that on the firft
rumour of my difmiffion, and the manner in which it

firft took place, you felr all that indignation that might -
be expected from friendfhip, on fo interefting an occa-,

fion 3 but that you fuffered but a few mbments of re-

Hection to take piace, before you were convinced of the

Falfity of the charges, which you fay, you are fure I can
clear up to the enure fatisfaétion of an impartial world 3
as you proceed, you enter into the feniibilities of my own
hearr, on the firft news of my being treated fo unwor-
”“hiIY|,’ P i To L ‘ & =il 2 s

* As you difcover a defire to know what reception thefe

Fumours met with from myfelf, I muft inform you of

certain circumftances that prepared me, in fome fort, to

think that ill offices had been done ‘me, By unknown’
perfons; which I was determined, if pofiible, to find out.

i

b

Yacknowledge that I feltrefentment rifing in my breaft,on

occafion thercof, the firft emotions of which I could not
fupprefs ; 1 was refolved to reftrain them, however, till
¥ had fet on foot an inquiry into the caufes of fuch treat-

ment,as I met with, and,if matters were not explained to
my fatisfaction, to refign my commiffion, and bid adieu

te’
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to a fervice, in which an injury was offered to my fenfe’
of honour. j
By the votes of Congrefs, O&tober the gth, it feems I
was, in effeét, degraded from the rank of Direétor-Ge-
neral and Phyfician in Chief, to the rank of Dierftor
only, and reftri¢ted to the department on the Eaft fide of
Hudfon’s-River ;—whilft the Dire&tor of the flying camp,
who had been appointed, after the campaign began, to-
the temporary fervice of that campaign, without waiting
the iflue of his fervices, was put on an equal, or, to fay
the truth, a preferable footing, contrary to the rules and-
_difcipline of war * Inftead of making his reports to
me, as Dire&tor-General, as had been formerly ordered,
by a Refolve of Congrefs, July 17, we were both to
make gur reports to Congrefs. I was ordered to eftab-
lith an Hofpital, at a proper diftance from camp, for
the army pofted on the Eaft fide of the North-River,
when there was no convenience for dning it on that fide,
~at any fuitable diftance, being hemmed in by the two
rivers, and the enemy’s forces, on cither fide. He was
o eftablith an Hofpital in the Jerfeys, on the Weft of
Hudfon’s-River, and to diret it, where alons any fuita-
ble accommodations could be provided for the fick; with
any the leaft regard to the convenience of the army, or
“the prefervation of the fick. Here almoft the whole of
the Hofpital ftores and medicines were lodged, 2nd near
one balf of the Hofpital Surgeons and Mates of my de-
partment were ; as well as all the wounded brought from
Long-1fland, and the fick of the General Holpital at
! New-York,
" % That T might not miftake, T wrote to M. Gerry, a Member of Congrefs,for
an explanation of that refolve : His anfwer is as follows.
. Pbhiladelpbia, November 20, 1776,

o6 [ have received your favour of the 7th inftant. With refyeft to the meaning
of the refolve of ordering the D1z c TOR 8" to take care of the fick,as they may
,be on the Eaft or Weft fide of the river ; it appears to me to be this, that what-
ever fick of the army fhall happen to be on the Eaft fide, they fhall be under the
care of yourlelf ; and the others under dire€lion of Dr. Su1rzEN.”

1 2m well informed, by 2 gentleman of unqueflionable honour and veracity,
and who had feen his letter to Dr. SurrpEN, 2bout the fame time, that his

addrefs to him waste Dr. Su1r 2w, % Direllor-Genesaly &e.” A word to the
wife.”

’
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New-York, who, as the obje& of my peculiar care, were
conveyed to the Jerfies, for their greater fafety and bet-
ter accommodation.

‘At this very jun@ure, it was the Gereral’s pleafure
that I fhould proceed. to Hackinfack, on the Weft fide
of the river, to eftablith other hofpitals for the increafing
fick. Tapplied to him, to know in what light I was to
confider thofe refolves ; and whether, confiftently with
them, T could continue to eftablith hofpitals, or provide

“for the fick, that fhould be carried from the-Eaft to the
Weft fide of the river, fo that they fhould remain under
my own care and fuperintendence, or whether I was
pot, by thofe refolves, to be deprived of the only hofpi-

_tals' I had, that were fit for the accommodation of the
fick and wounded, and of the principal hofpital ftores
which I had left, that I could command ; they beidg, at
the retreat from New-York, fent to Newark, the only
place, where they could be difpenfed with fafety and con-
venience, for the ufe of the troops on New-York ifland,
and in its neighbourhood. ;

But General Wathington and General Green, who
was prefent, gave it as their opinion, that the refolves of -
Congrefs extended only to diftinguifh the two armies,
for which feparate hofpitals were, to be eftablifhed ; that
1 was directed to eftablifh one. for the fick and wounded
of General Wathington’s army, that was pofted on
the Eaft fide of Hudfon’s-River'; and that the other
gentleman was to take care of the fick of the flying
camp, and fuch other of the froops, as happened to be
then on'the Eaft fide of the North-River, which was
wouly a temporary ftation.  This view of matters, in fome
meafure, eompofed my apprehenfions at that time.- I
was unwilling t0 admit the (uppofition that Congrefs,
which, I was bound to think, withed order and fubordi-
nation to be kept up in every department of the army,
intended that he fhould interfere with my power, and
fuperior appointment of Director-General, though, for
the fake of prefent convenience, he might be ordered to
S AN : make
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make his report direétly toCongrefs. Itherefore conclud-
ed,as well from the conftrution put upon it by the Gene-
rals, as from the reafonablcnefs of the thing itfelf, that I
was not prohibited from fixing hofpitals, either on the
eaft or weft fide of the river, as beft apfwered for the
army pofted on the caft fide. . I could not conceive that
the lives of the men,that compofed that army,were to be.
facrificed, by a limitation of the place in which they were
to be taken care of, or that a plan was laid for reducing
me to a mere cypher, and to throw the whole power of
the department into the hands of an inferior officer, as
Doétor Shippen certainly was, however he might affect
an equality. :

Agreeable to this inference, I repaired to Hackinfack,
by the General's order, to diret the neceflary provifion
to be mad¢, for thereception and accommodaticn of the
fick, from York ifland, and directed a fecond divifion of
the Hofpital Surgeens, of my immediate department, to -
attend, and take the care of them. .

Although I never was allowed to be abfent from the
army, and fcarcely permitted to be at any diftance, for:
the thorteft time, from Head-Quarters ; yet the great
weight of providing for, and taking care of the fick of
the whole arny, refted on my fhoulders alone 3 and yet
my hands were fo tied up by refolves of Congrefs, and
geheral orders, as to leave litile freedom for proper ex-

- ertions. - In particular, I had no Deputy or Afliftant

under me, to fthare any part ot the burden of my de-
partment, however exteafive. One Surgeon and five
Mates were all that had been allowed me, from the be-
ginning to this time, for every five thoufand men ; when
atleaft one thoufand men, in every five, were fometimes
confidered as unfit for duty. And though I was called
upon;asifIwasa Commiffary, to attend to the daily pro-
vifionreturns of allthe fick in the army ,{pread thro’ mapny
miles, not only of the hofpital, but the regimental fick,
and-to provide them with accommodations, as a Barrack-
Mafter, and with hofpital furniture, asa Quarter- Maftery
and
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and that, contrary to the refolves of Cengrefs (fo igno-
* rant and unreafonable were the Regimental Surgeons,
and ¢ven fome of the militia Generals, in requiring it)
yet I had‘no other aid, than what could be aftorded me
by thofe gentlemen, who had only the rank and pay of
Hofpital Surgeons, but who were obliged to do the duty -
of Deputy Directors, for which I wifhed them to be
cloathed with more power, than they were entitied to,
when a&ing under the fimple commiffion of Surgeons.
Perhaps artful men may here alledge, that I ought,
therefore, to have fubmitted to the difficulty, and dif-
charged my care of the fick, of the army, on the weftern
Director. I would afk them for what purpofe, whether
to bury him with the load, when he couid no more take
care of the fick of the flying camp only, than I could of
the whole army, unlefs by depriving me of my own offi-
cers and ftores ; or was it, to reduce me to a cypher, in -
order to raile him into importance ? Had the Congrefs
fuppofed that I had too much, and he too little to do, E
would cheerfully have transferred to him the fuperin=
tendence, and management of as many, as his heartdefir«
ed, only referving my rank, and the command of my

%
own officers, hofpitals and ftores. But I bave good
grounds to believe, that his underhand attempts to in-
terfere with me, in my department, and his intereft with
a partirular fet, which has been employed to effeét my
removal,with a view to promote his defign of fucceceding
me, have operated more powerfully to accomplifh i,

= thanall others,that have been held up, as the oftenfible
caufes of my removal ; which, however he may think,
#rom being tranfacted behind a curtain, they lye conceal='
ed, can be -eafily traced to their author, and are of 2
tiffue with the reft of his conduét towards me, on fimilar
occafions. % : >3

But whilft T was left deftitute of help, what affiftance
was allowed, in the mean while, to the Dircétor of the
fiying camp ? I was well aflured, from his own lips, that
be had not long ‘acted in that ftation, before he was
g complimented
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complimented with the appointment of a deputy, having
the rank, title'and pay of Affiftant-Diretor, or, as he
told me, however ftrange and inconfiftent it may ap-
pear, of Affiftant-Direor-General.  Thus it fares with
the wan, I will not fay as Haman did, whom the king
‘delights to hondur; but whom governing connexions
chule to make confiderable, at the expence of others.
“ However this was effeted, whether by his own fore-
caft, or that of his friends, will any man pretend ro fay
that this appointment, and the manner of wording the
refolves' of Congrefs, O&ober gth, did not ferve the .
purpofes of neft eggs, on which to brood ang hatch de-
figns, not thought of by Congrefs, as a body ? What
will indifferent men think of thefe refolves, fo contrary
to my commiflion of Direftor-General, Otober 17,
1775, and the report of Congrefs, Augaft 20th, to ef-
tablifh my rank beyond difpute ?  Sce the appendix,
age 30. - ,
Whilft fuch an auxiliary appointment is made to give
weight and importance toa temporary Direttor of a fly-
ing camp ; and refolves procured afterwards, to raife
‘him to greater importance, and to bring me down to a
level ; and when fubfequent me%fures are taken, to dif-
poffefs me of the powers of action, to tye up my hands,
and yet to make me accountable for misfortunes, beyond
hauman reach to prevent, and for the mifcondult of-
others ; to transfer my ftores, my hofpitals, my furgeons
and officers, to another; and yet blame me for the confe-
quénces : who is fo blind as to fee no defigns in all this,
or fo wilful, as to alcribe the whole to mere accident 2
Is it not manifeft, that the Direfor and his attachmentsy
have, from his firft coming into the fervice, pwi fuedfuch
meafures, as they conceived were beft calculated to
raife him over the fhoulders of every man, who ftood
in his way, and to conftituie him Head of the depart-
ment. How truly Machiavelian has been his condudt,
and thofe who have affited him, per fas atque nefas, o
accomplifh his ends, whether rigitor wrong, to make
) all

.
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41 things fubfervient t6them ; ¢“to couzen and deceive, fo
Yong ‘as it anfwered ‘any purpofe, and might contribute
to what he defired vpon motives, how foreign fo ever;
and when that failed further to ferve his purpofes, t0
compell fubinifiion, by force, to what perfons are not
able to oppbic 7 How confiftent is futh conduct with”

fuch principles ? Where men have entertained defigns, «

that are void of all confcience, they muft not think to
profecute them, by the rules of confcience, which was
laid afide, or fubdued, before they entered upon them ;5
- and muft make no fcruple of doing all thofe things,
which are neceffay to compafs that, to which they have
devoted themfelves.”* [ am perfuaded, that bothhe, and
his adherents; haye not only watched for, but made oc-
¢afions, to fervems a plaufible pretext, for difplicing me,
to accomplifh their own withes. I am not more aflur-
edly convinced of my own exiftence, than I am fully
perfuaded, that hadany other perfon been Birector of the
flying camp, and were it not for that objet, no clamours |
of the fufferings of the fick, which were trumpeted

through every State, nor any other charge of fifman- |

agement, would have been laid at my door 3 or that !
" thould haye had an opportunity given me of being
heardin my defence, and that my conduét would have

been fully vindicated, and my reputation for diligence

and fidelity, in the difcharge of my truft, have been ef-
tablithed, beyond the reach of calumny. 4
‘That I may not feem to advance this, without a rea-
fon, I fhall mot place the whole firefs of the argument.
upon the fingle circumftance of no particular charge
‘being ever made known to me, by Congrefs, although'l
repeatedly applied to know what was the accufation,and
awhb were my accufers, and no other perfon was ever
called upon, in the department, none accofed, ot fought
after, as {f I was an{werdble, not only for every fuppofed
crime thatcould be alledged againftany part of it, but for
meremisfortunes; on whichThave been proceeded againtt,
and treateelgy a manner, that,Ibeligve,has no precedent : T
» Machiavel's political principles, fhall

-
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fhall preduce fuch circumftagces, as, I guf, will con
vince impartial men, that the oftenfible caufes of my dif-
mnﬁion, were not the truc ones 3 and that Congrefs
had, in fa&, no well grounded charge, o' juftify the
meafure, which fomig perfons were fo refolutely bent
upon, as to be afrad, if I were admitted to an hearing,
their defigns, of effedting my removal, wounld have been
fruftrated. Ithink the one Lhave already pointed out will
be fouad, on an impartial inquiry, to be the conditio fine
gua non 3 or rather, the cflicient caule of thar event;
I mean that I ftood ia the way of an ambitious man,
whom his adherents determined, be the. conlcquences
what they might, to raife to the ﬁl& rank in the depant-
ment, and cither oblige me to bend, as a reed, before
him, or, like a ftubborn oak, to be torn up by the roots,
for refitting the tempeft ; and 1o plant him on my ruin.
< I had imtimations given me, more than once, that
pains would be taken, to depnve me of my rank and
diftinétion, to make room for a rifing competitar. I did
. ot rmdl‘y believe, yet did not wholly diferedit the in-
telligence. I wrote fo fome thembers of Congrefs, whom
i lo:)k’cd upon as my friends, to guard again(t any ftep,
which,- thi,ough fcemmg inattention to military rules,
mght,m’kc it xmpra& c1blc, confiftent with thofe rule>,
as a man of {pirit, to remainin the fecvice. T toldthem .
1 did not feek for any extent of power, nor was I averfe
to any limifation of it, in my own cafe, compatible with.'
that fenfe of honom, which is fuppofed necCﬁ'Lrv to ac-
tuate and quicken men, in every Wy I did not
know, till I received a letter from the Scaretary of Con-
grefs, to rectify that miftake, that rank, precedence and
honour, are all noafenfe, and not looked for in our ar-
my ; and truly, if we may judge from effe(ls, th") carry
toa much conviétion, thasa fenle ofhonou. is po virtue,in
his eftimation, whatever it m: a that of {fome men,
ofa more libzral way of thin bo'h in Congrels and
s the army. I took the liberty to write tothe Prefident:
of the Congrefs, himfelf, ¢ that I hoped there would bg
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no unneceffarpabridgement of rank and authority in tuy.

. perfon, whilft I continued in office, that was neceflary

for the head of the departmient, in the perfon of my
predeceflor, and was confiftent with real ufefulnefs, to
which I exprefied it to be my defire, that every other
confideration fhould give way, as it would imply a re-
flexion upon me, which I was unwilling to fuppolg I
smerited.”

1 alfo wrote to the Secretary of Congrefs, on a double

account ; firft, to know the extent of my power, and

that of the feveral Dire&ors, for the fake of condudting
bufinefs in its proper channel ; and next, to get that

rank, which was allowed me by Congrefs, properly re- :

" cognized by the feveral Direétors, to avoid miftakes.

-

Dr. Stringer, one of the Direftors, had not only dif- -
- puted it with me, and refufed to make his returns to

me, as Direftor-General, as Congrefs required ; but
appealed to Congrefs for its decifion, which was given
in my favour. See appendix, page 30. :

Although my application to him was refpeétful, and

as I informed him, only made with a view 1o know my
ftation, and that of others, that I might perform the du-

ties expected of me, without interference with any ; in-
ftead of favouring me with any extra& from the refolves

of Congrefs, to which I referred for information, he:
faw fir to fubftitute his own dictates, in place of thofe of ©

Congrefs, See page 149, 150, &c. ,

My rank and authority being fectirely fenced in, by
repeated acts andl refolves of Congrefs, there wasno
pofiibility for the Diretor of the flying camp, or his
fricnds, to accomplith their fecret purpofes. without firft
breaking down the feparating wall of diftin&tion. By
zhis means, the perfon, who would not fubmit to be de-
graded from his rank, would be obliged to refign, and,
to infure fuccefs, it wagggafy for artful perfons to ex-
cite or encourage complaints, and to bring them before
Congrefs, to.afford 2 pretext for difplacing him. But
then it was of confequence, that he thould be kept ig-

: : jal norant
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norant of thofe complaints, and of his accufers, ‘and to
prevent his obtaining an hearing,left he fhould vindicate
himfelf, and therelly difappoint their hopes. Nothing
could anfwer their purpofes better, than to pufh for ob-
taining his difmiffion, without a trial, which might
enable him to clear himfelf from all afperfions,andjuftify
his conduct in the face of Day, to the confufion of his
enemies. Skt
” Aftegthis detail of falts, compared with the feveral
refolves of Congrefs, and the proceedings thereon, with
the velation I am about to give: of the particular beha-
viour of the Diretor, in confequence of them ; let
every impartial man lay his hand upon his heart, and
afk himfelf, ingenuoufly, what he thinks of the whole
matter, and of the feveral appearances, which contur,
in an uniform feries to point to one object ? Will they
view the refolves of October gth, and the manner of
wording them, after all that had paffed, as a mere ac-
cidental mode of expreflion, in men fo wife, fo mugch
accuftomed to weigh, and fo well acquainted with the
impart of words and the force of language, and ason-
ly intended to Te-iterate, and renew former appoint-
- ments, without ady defign, in thofe who framed the re-
folve, I will not fay to throw duft in the eyes of the
Members of Congrefs, in general, but to draw them
into a meafure, of which they might not confider its
tendency, not only of effeéting an alteration in one de-
partment, but of making fuch 2nentire innovation upon
another, as was pot generally thought of, and would
lead to the gieat changes that have fince taken place ?
Can it be faid that peither the Secretary, who, though
no Member of Congrefs, has 2n intereft with many of
them, witho ut doors ; nor any of the members them-
felves, were apprized of the difficulties that would, un-
avoidably, ari fe from a refolve of Congrefs, calculated
to throw down the former fettled diftin&ions,of July 17,
1775, and 1776, and Auguft 20, laft; in which my rank
wasfo clearly re cognized and eftzbiifhed. Onepart ofgxy
: erran
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ersand to Philadelphia, laft June, was to confer with the
Comnmittee of Congrefs, on the nczeffary eftablithments
for keeping up & clear and regular fubordination in the
General Hofpital, through all its various departments,
and this was the fubject of feveral letters, to diﬁ'ercpt
Members.  IF ayy ot the Members of Congrefs had dif= -
% “covered, in me, any-want of abilities, for fo importdnta
, poft; is it not reaflonable to imagine they would haye
openly, and avowedly, afligned it as 2 caufe of difguali-
fication 2 But did they ever do it ? Nay ; "wh@_‘_‘fays the
Secretary, himfelf, in his letter, of Auguft 14, by way of
making fome acknowledgment for the miftake he hud;,_
eommitted, in his former,, of :Auguft 2d. It is the'
tefiimony, not of a friend, but an enemy, and one,
whom 1 believe to be a deep agent'in my removal. 1
will therefore quote his very words ; for ¢ fas ¢ff ab
hofle doceri.” ! i)
.¢¢ There is no man, Sir, acquainted with you, who
can doubt of your abilities. ~ All the world bears wit-
nefs of them , and the learned in Europe, who muft be
allowed to be the beft judges, have given ample tefti-
~ -~ mony; by the honours they have heaped upon you.
While you exercife your great tal¢nts, for the benefit of -
thofe entrufted to your care, your Country will honoun
you, and pofterity will do you juftice; even though
Dr. 8——, when you chance to meet, fhould refufe ta
give you precedence.” . \ s,
I proceed to the relation ofwhat_ happened, in con-
#  dequence of thofe refolves of Congrefs, of October gth,
and the ftrange behaviour of Dr. Shippen, the weftern 'é
-7 Direétor, thereupon. # T8 4
Being at Hackinfack, foon after this ¢ new arahge--'k‘
mieat,” as he was pleafed toftile it, took place, I employs
«ed myfelf, with all poffible induftry, to put the hofpital .
affairs in fuch a train,” at Hackinfack, that Dr. Warren
might condutt them, without my prefence afterwards,
_ that I might, without hinderance, be able to proceed to
the Waite-Plaias, to which place, General Wafhington, l
and %
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and thearmyiinder-him, had marched, a day or two be:
fore ; and the Britith troops were taking the fame rout.
I called, therefore, on-General Green, at his camp, neax’
Fort-Lee, to reprefent to him the fituatien of the fick,
at Hackinfack, and to requeft his ordess for procuring
Dr. Warren fuch afliftance, from the Quarter-Mafter-
General’s, and the<Commiflarial departments, as he re~
quired:; I met the weftern Diretor there, who, with a
peculiar freedom, becoming the elevation to which he
feemed to confider himfelf as already raifed, or to be
raifed, demanded why I was mot at my poft, on the
other fide the river ? Accuflomed to receive accounts
from othevs, and to give orders myfelf, in the oit#irs ¢
my department, I cou'd not but feel the indignity*of
being thus taken to tafk by him j and anfwered him ac+”
cordipgly. I difcovered his defires and aims, but con-
cluded he had more LER-wAY yet tp make, than to en-
title him to avew his fenitimetits fo openly 5 but in this, -
it feems, I was miftaken.

The day following, Dr. Fofter, to whofe chargeT had
left the direction of the hofpital, and care of the hofpi-
tal ﬁoi‘cg;‘:it Newark, came over, in hafte, and defired a
priyvate converfation with me, om a fubjet of fome deli-
cacy. As I had vifited Newark, withic a very few days,
an!evcry thing was reported to meto be in good crder,
and T had leftail the dire®ions I thought neceflary for
future regulations, preyious to my return. to Head:.
Qparters, 1 could not conceive the occafion ef this vin-
* expected vifit. . But my -foreboding 'mind tovk the alatmyy
of which [ was yet ignorant of the caufe, for he inform-,
ed me it was of fuch a nature, as made bim think it ims
proper to communicate, by letter. '

A feer this preparation, he informed me, that (H# 12
reCtor had calied on him, and propsfed. bug with greac |
art and addiefs;the fuprendering up of the hefpitals and
ftores to ‘his Direétion 3 the care of the fick to remain
under the fame perfons whom [ had fent from my de-
partment, but to alt under his authouity.  He seplicd

Nat
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that he confidered himfelf as under my direction only,
in hofpital matters 5 and that he did not think him{elf
at liberty to deliver up the ftores to any perfon, without
a written order from General Wathington, or the Di-
re®or-General. To this the Dire¢tor madé anfwer,
that whatever like, or diflike, I might fhew to this pro-
pofal, I fhould find myielf obliged to acquiefce in it.

The conftru&ion which the gentleman put upon this
proceeding, was, that the appointment of the Director,
being, to form and fuperintend the hofpital of the flying
camp, would terminate in a little time, as the troops,
compofing the army, raifed for that fervice, were en-
lifted but for a few months, unlefs he could carve out
fome place that he could be pleafed with, in the mean
while, that would put him on a better eftablithment. L
commended his prudence, in declining to deliver up the
ftores, without proper orders, and defired, that, if any
further demands, of the like kind, were made by Dr.
Shippen, to refer him to me, for an anfwer. L

The Director had exprefled himfelf to me, about 2°
month before, in a manner thatcorrefponded with the
above idea. . He told me, frankly, that he fhould like,
well enough, to continue in the fervice, as he thought it
a more gentlemanny life, than that of a drudging private
pra&titioner. I was truly defirous of his continuance
in that ftation, if he could remain in it, without elbow-
ing me out of any thing that appertained to my place 3
for I did not then imagine he had yet afpired to the
place itfelf. , :

Having ferved in the army, the whole of Iaft war, and.
Bad pretenfions, on that account, to fome years ex-
perience inmilitary hofpitals, which he knew nothing of ;
and having been appoisted to the chief direétion of the
hofpitals, the preceeding year, and having borne the
burden of the day, ever fince, it had not yet entered in-
to my imagination, that I was {oon to give place to the
very man, who, but four months before, not four
months, nay, {carcely three, had wiitten to announce

: : his
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his appointment, as Diretor of the hofpital of the fly-
. ing camp, and that he had enlifted himfelf in the fer-
vice of the American States, confefled his being a mere
novice in the management of his (fubordinate) depart-
ment,and applied tome for inftrutionsin the eziguette,the
word by which he chofe to exprefs his notion, of the go-
vernment ofa General Hofpital ; and who promifed,from
time to time to report to me the ftate of the hofpitals
under him, agreeable to an order of Congrefs_ for the
purpofe ; but which, however, he never did. Perhaps
he judged, from better information than I could ever
obtain, that fo foon as he had learned the *¢ etigueste™
of military hofpitals, his elevation would render it un=
ncceffary. :

But what furprized me, in his late condu&®, was, that,
haviag an opportunity to acquaint me, the day beforeg
in perfon, at General Green’s, with his expetations and
demands on the hofpitals I had eftablifhied, he did not
chufe to {ay any thing to myfelf-on the fubje&, but to
apply to fubordinate officers, to accomplifh his withes,
rather than treat with me as a principal ; I thought this
_portended no good ; but then I knew it was of a piece
with very many ether inftances of his condudt, on dif-
ferent occafions. ‘

I went over,ina day or two after, to the White-
Plains. A lectter foon arrived from the Diretor to
General Wathington, complaining that his fituation was
unealy, for he could not obtain the command of the
ftores at Néwark, and of courfe of the hofpitals I had
eftablifhed there, and of the officers I had detached
from my particular department, unlefs by the General’s
orders for the purpofe, or by diretions from me ; for
which, however, as I obferved before, be had never ap-

lied.
. The General was plealed to communicate this letter
tome. [Ireprefented to him the inconveniences of de-
priving me of thofe ftores, and that I had no others, in
any {uficient quantity, to an{wer the contigpual calls
E upon '
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upon me ; that the reft of the ftores, which, at his com-
mand, were ordered to Stamford, (and from thence
were removed by the Stamford Committee, without my
knowledge, and with his approbation, as I afterwards
leacned). could be of no ufc to me, atthat time ; that
the only medicines, which could be got at, were thofe

at Newark, which I had fnatched as a brand out of the.

fire;atthe retreat fromNew-York ; and that L had appoint-
ed an Apothecary on purpofe to affort and difpenfe them
out to Regimental Surgeons at Newark, as there was no
poflibility of doing it in an army, conftantly moving
~from place to place, under all the inconveniences we
fuffered: To be barne down, with “inceflTant demands
from all quarrers, was hard indeed ; and to be depriv-
ed of the only refources I had left me, thofe of my own
pro¥iding, and of my own faving, with extreme diffi-
culty and hazard, t6 be at the {ole command of ano-
ther, a junior, and inferior officer, appeared to me to
be an unreafopable demand. [ had, already, detached
near one halt. of the Surgeons and Mates, of the Ge-
neral Hofpital, to Newark and Hackinfack, and by.the
' Gengral’s command, eftablithed hofpitals there, at the
very-tinfe 1 had pointed out the probable confequendes

that  would cnfiue from the extraordimary refolves

of Cougrefs. O&ober gth. There were, at this time, *

above firteen hundred fick, at thof¢ two places, under
the care of my own Surgeons. » I had juft received let-
ters from them, whicn fhewed they were - gradually
working through all theiv former difficultes, by fteadi-
17 pu'tfuing the diretions I had lefr them : With' thefe
advaniages and their owo experience, they were more
Kkeiy to compleat the work, than they would be, if in
the midft of 1t they wereito receive new dire@ions from
one, who, with all due déference ro his - abilitics, was
lefs acquainted; than thenfelves, with the mrange-
ments of a General Hotpital: I oblérved, that to delis

~ver up the hofpitals, ftores and officers, would be to -

ftripune of all power of being ufeful ; apd it wasnot

§55.4
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in the power of the dire@or to fupply their places, if
the ftores, hofpitals and fick, were to be committed to

his care, and my proper officers were to return under

my command, on the eaft fide of the River; whence
the fick muft {uffer ; and if the ftores  were delivered
up, we ourfelves muft become deftitute and helplefs,
and yet expofed to greater clamours than ever. .1 had,
in no inflance, interfered with the Dircétor of theFly-
- ing Camp, but offered to give him every affiftance in my
power, that he was pleafed tocallfor, Butto be {tiipped
of the rank of a Director-General, and the power of
my-ftatiof, and to be left but the fhadow of a Direc-
tor, and yet to be accountable for every accident, or
mifconduétofothers,as wellas of my owndepartment,and,
from the higheft poft, to be rendered the mere-depen-
dent of a junior and fubordinate officer, was what I nc-
ver would fubmit to. Sooner than be fubje& to fuch
controul, or give up the ftores and hofpitals, which by
the General’s orders I had eftablithed for the fick of his
own army, when I 'had no convenience for providing
others, I would give up my commiffion. :

The General promifed he would, and I doubt not
but he did write to the Director, in anfwer to his let-
ter, ¢ That the hofpitals I had eftablithed, and the

urgeons and ftores [ had fent to Newark and Hackin.
fack, were to remain under my dice@ion.”

What was my furprize to hear, after fome time, from
{fome of the officers of the hofpital that were under me,
in the Jerfeys, [ for it feemed proper thar I thould ne-
ver know, butin a circuitous manner, what moft im-
mediately regarded myfelf, ] that thofe {fores which
had been provided for General Wathington’s army,
and which I bad faved at New-York, and fent to the
Jerfeys forfafety,and forthe conyenience of iffuingout to
the hofpital fick under my own care, and to the Repi-
mental Surgeons, were now aftually ordered, by a
fate vote of Congrefs, to be delivered up to the Diredtor
of the Flying-Camp; and that he reccived leciers, a

3 . ; J ' thig
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this very time, from fome of the Members of Congrefs,
addreflzd to him by the tille of William Shippen, Eiq;
Dire&or-General of the Hofpitals, &c. of which Itook
notice before. Whether this too could be mere acc-
dent, oran unintentional, unmeaning compliment, time
will foon, I believe, reveal ¥ :
My Clerk, fome time after this, but before my dif-
miflion, produced me an order, in Doctor Shippen’s
hand-writing, formally demanding an exact lift and
furrender of 2ll the hofpital ftores that did belong to

me, and which were in His poffeflion, as if I were alrea-!

dy degraded from my rank. What is more,” Mr. John
Adams, a Member of .Congrels, J am told, above a

month before, actually callcd on Dr. Fofter, with whom

1 had left the care of all my ftores, advifing, or coun-
felling him to deliver up the ftores'to Dr. Shippen ; but
in all this tranfa&ion, I never had one line from any of
them, to that purpofe 5 onm the contrary, Mr. Gensg
gave it as his opinion, in the lctter be wrote to ‘me, that
zhe ftores and officers were to remaim under nly ewn
direction only. : y : -
When I'found it neceflary, for the good of the fer-
wice, to deliver up 2 part of my medicinal'and hofpital
ftores, to one of Dr. Shippen s furgeons; he refuied,

till repeatedly required, to give any other receipt for

the delivery of thofe ftores, fo infolently demanded,
than one which carryed infult in the ftile of it ; and the
demeanour of moft of his officers at Bethlchem, when
I was there, was that of men who knew my difmiflion
to be pre-determined, and looked upon themf{elves there-
fore as authorized, by the example of their fuperior,

and juftified for difpenfing with every call of good breed- .

ing, if ever they had any. Quid faciant Domini,audent

cum taliea Fures ? : O

_ Whilft T was fixed by the General's grder, at the

lines, near the White-Plains ; Fort Wathington, Fort
; ‘ i Lee,

* Doftor Shippen, fince writing the above, is sppointsd to my place of
Diteor.Gescral and Phyfician ia Chithe ¥ i
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Lee, Hackinfack, Newark and Brunfwick, fell into the
bands of General Howe. In the mean time I pro-

cured from Bofton, to which place I had fent exprefs, .

as well as to Newport, Rhode-Ifland, Providence and
Norwich, and from Hartford in Conneéticut, by the af-
iftance of Governor Trumbull, a treth fupply of medi-
cines and hofpital ftores. I appointed hofpirals at Stam-
ford and Norwalk, and Swurgeons from the General
Hofpital to receive and take care of the fick and wound-
ed :. I went in perfon to both places : Near two thou-
fand men were received into them': Not a fingle one
was refufed : They were well taken care of : The great-
er part of them recovered': All clamours ard com-
plaints on that fide, ceafed’; they were only heard in
the weftern department, where the fick {pread through
the Jerfeys, Pennfylvania and Maryland, - in 2 tract of
200 'miles, amounting to near one half of the army ;
Thefe tell under the care of the Direétor of the Flying
Camp ;5 buthe was unequal to the tafk, and retired to
Bethichem, with a fmalt handful of fick ; and the deii-
ciences of his department, over which I1had no con-
troul, were afcribed to me. As if, unaflifted by

“any deputy, or proper aids, I was in my own' perfon, to

go through all the drudgery, alone. Had I the eyes of

o Aiglls, their vigilance would have been infufficient,

) PI\‘ had I'the hundred -hands of a Biiareus, ! could not, of

=

myfelf, Bave performed all the labour that was required,

.%o be @&oum,qble for the defe@s of others, burdened

with fo great a charge, whilft all proper fubordination
was wholly difregarded. :

« Being anxious, howcver, to give what affiftance I was
able to General Wathington, and the troops which had
croffed over to the Jerfeys, I followed them, fo foon as
I had taken the proper fteps for providing hofpirals at

“North-Caftle, and Peek’s-Kill, for the troops left in

thofe places, and haftened to join General W afhingten.
Icrofied the Delaware, and reached Head- Quarters juft

& . as
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as the enemy came in fight, at Trenton. I waited on
his Excelléncy, and thus, with the refpet due to the
Commander in Chief, but with firmnefs, addrefled him :
¢¢ Sir, I know not in what light you will think proper
to view my naftening to what I efteem my duty, an
attendance upon YOu, without waiting- for your com-
mands. Your Excellency will permit me to acquaint
you, that from the nature of my commiffion, I am ap-
pointed to direét the hofpitals for the army under your
command (I have a letter from the Secretary of the
Congrefs, with thefe words : ¢ the department at
Head-Quarters, is under your immediate direction.””)
To be reftricted then to the eaft fide of the River, is
contrary to my original “appointment, on which Iac-
cepted a commiffion, and unlefs I am reftored to my .
rank and place, wherever you command in perfon, I
muft give up my charge. I cannot confent to thisdegra-
dation from my rank andauthority. If thisis the return
I am to expe& for my toils, fatigue and fz-viles, to be
obliged to make way for a nstv-officer.~Wwhofe intereft
and rifing favour, like Aaron’s rou:‘y{: to {wallow up
every confideration, it is time for me to leave the army ¢
Andto thefe difficulties am I reduced, in confequence
of the refolve of O&ober ¢th, without I receive a far-
ther and fatisfattory explanation.” The, General wag
pleafed to reply in the following words, as exaétly as |
can remember them : Ihope, Sir, you do not imaging
it is owing to me : Iam here, without any affiftance-
trom the hofphal department. In cafe of need, Iknow
of no-body here to take the direftion : I think it is ve- -
ry ftrange ; I would have you lay this matter Before -
Congrefs, that fome fteps may be taken to remedy this.
irregularity and inconvenience, and that I may know
what I have to depend upon. g T
When, therefore, by permiffion of General Wathing- -
ton, I waited on Congrefs, for an explanation of theip
former refolves, which appeared to require it, and for -
farthcr inftructions, at a time when the liberties of Ame-
SES i1
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rica appeared on the point of being fwallowed up for
ever, if fome vigorous meafures were not immediately
purfued to applv an effe€tual remedy ; and I ha@ ven-
tured, without waiting for orders, to fly to the place of
_danger, where I thought my prefence moft wanted, I
had no doubts that I fhould no {ooner have mentioned
< my apprehended grievance, than 1 fhould have had im-
mediate redrefs.  Fully per{fuaded that my*fervices and
facrifices merited confideration, and entirely ignorant
that malice had yet attempted to difcolour the merit of
my pxocccdmgs, I did not fufpe& that any crime had
been'laid to my charge, till I complained of the i injury
done me. So fhort fighted are mortals,. and {o true it
is that a man is never_expofed to greater hazards than
when he leaft apprehends them. Now, for the firf
tune, I heard of the clamours aboutthe fufferingsof the
fick in the Jerfies, and at Philadelphia ; and although
» 1 had been reftri¢ted to the eaft fide of Hudfon’s-River,
to make way for one of rifing intereft, the misfortunes
of the department committed to his care, were wholly
afcribed to me, notwithftanding the dxre&lon was taken
out of my hands, for his fake. ~
I applied for admiffion to Congrefs ; Mr. Samucl
Adams appeared. On mentioniay the caufe of my ap--
plication, he gave me to underftand that complaints
were brought againft me, and the fufferings of the fick
charged to me, with cir cumftances greatly refleting on
my humanity. Idenied thejuftice of the charge,and bemg‘
at thedoor ofthe chamber where theCongrefs werefetting,
thus addrefled him : Sir, Tdo folemaly dény the charge,
and do intreat I may-this inftant, be introduced ro Con-
grefsythat I may have an opportunity of vi 1d1cmng my-
felf againft every injurious afperfica. -Of this, Sir, [ am
confident, the more my conduét, in'the flaiion of Di-
re@or-General, is examined into the more luftre will it
reflc¢t uponme: Iafl'foran inguiry. Ideficero knowthe -
pariicularsofthecharge, and whoare my accufers, to meet
them face to face, and am willing to {tand the teft of th»f’

ftricteft {crutiny. A
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I was refufed admiffion, it being faid the Congrefs
was engaged in fome important matter. Iagaindefired the
geageman to inform me what particulars were laid to
my“charge ? I could neither learn them, nor who were
my accufers. As I could not obtain an audience,
at that time, I begged Mr. Adams to inform Congrefs
of the defign of my coming, and my defire of admiffion,
and I ler him know that  waited at my lodgings, in ex-
pectation of an hearing, when Congrefs had liefure te
grant it. I obtained it not. Congrefs adjourned to
Maryland, without taking the leaft notice of my appeal
to them. I repeated my application, through the fame
gentleman, by letter. My diimiffion took place without
an hearing, ' and without any anfwer, and without
fufpending me from office, till they could be fatisfied
of the fa&ts alledged apainft me; for this, it {feems
would be too great a condefcenfion. :

I would fain afk, whether fuch a denial of my humble
requeft, and keeping me in ignorance of my reputed
crimes, and fecret accufers, is agreeable to humanity, or
what is ufually allowed to the greateft criminals ? Is ita
way to beget a reliance on the fafety and honour of the
Houfe, that after having pafled judgment, without an
hearing, I may ftill depzgnd on ample juftice, candour
and generofity of treatment ? Is fuch a proceeding uf-
ual ? Might I not have rather expected to have been firft
fufpended, then tried, and judgment to follow, and not
prece;ic conviction, on any breach of order or mifcon-
dul

Had I been confcious of guilt, may it not be prefumed
I thould have fought to fhelter myfelf, by a refignatien,
rather than infift on a trial ? Could a better pretext have
been afforded ? The Congrefs, contrary to every known
xule, by a refolve of theirs, had reduced me from the
rank of Dire&tor-General, removed me from my
right, of attending the army under the Commander in
Chief, to give place to 2 temporary Direétor,who,before,
was nade accountable to me, as head of the department;

elamours



(-1xt )

elathours were raifed againft me, (groundlefs indeed !)
Iafked for an hearing, and was refufed. Refignation
was intimated-to me, as what alone would quiet thofe
clamours. What temptation was there for a‘perfons
confeious of guilt, to with a continuance ia office, 4ill
his condué could be examined into ? On the contrarys
every thing was to be apprehended under that circum=
ftance.  The moft imminent-danger that the cauft itfelf
was loft flled the minds of many. I faw the black
clouds gathering en the margin of the political horrifon,
threatening, on every fide, to over-whelm its abettors
in a_general deftrudtion, on one hand ; and myfelf in
private ruin, on the other, unlefs I could make my re«
treat from the approaching tempeft. Bid I, coward-
like, bafely fly ; nay, the very appearance of danger de-
termined me to face the ftorm, and prove the falfity of
the charges againft me. I met two of the Georgia De-
legates. 1 acquainted them with :what had happened-;
that I'would ftand by the caufe, during the prefent dan-
gerous onfet ; but when that was over, I would infift on
an immediate hearing, and, if not granted, then refign.
- T repaired to the fcene of danger, but was ordered to
the eaft fide of Hudfon's-River. Submiffion ‘was my
duty, for the prefent moment ; redrefs my hope and
expedtation, fo foon as Congrefs had-licfure, ard was in
a fituation to attend to it. ‘I purfued my bufinefs, a9
though I had received no caufe of complaint, till I could
obtain an hearing. - But inftead of redrefs, the firft ac-
count I received, but through an indirect channel, was
that of my difmiffion. I had prepared, in hafte, a nar~
rative of my proceedings, in the department committed
to me. I immediately fent it to'the General, with a de-
fire of its being laid before Congrefs, for their reconfi=
_deration of what was done, as I thvought with precipi-
tancy, and did not doubt that, on better information,
they would quickly retradt from the meafure, or, 2t leaft,
give me an audience, and judge on the evidence of faéts,
- compared with thsir own fefolves, and the Geperal’s or-
ders, ’ gk At
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At any rate, if they were determined to deliver me
up to the cries of a faction, I thought Congrels, for its
own fake, would have let me down gently If the fa-
crifice muft be made to gratify it, I thought-Congrefs
would fuppole that fomerhing was due to the character
I had fuftained in life, to the rank [ had held in mypro-
feffion, t6 the general repurtation which public honours
from the learmed focietics in Europe are fuppofed to con-
fer  Upon occafion of fuch unworthy treatment -as I
have met with, | flatter myfelf, a man may be allowed to
fpeak the truth, in his own favour, without an impeach-
ment of vanity I thought { me confideration would

“have been Radl forthar devotion of mybeft abilities, whlc_h
T had fhewn; fuch as they are, to the improvement of li-
beral arts and fciences in this new world ; fome regard
manifefted to an early and zealous attachment to the
caufe of American liberty ; to the facrifice I had made
of my piivate intereft and fafety ;8 my own ftation,
and that of fome of my neareit relations and friends,
both in and out of Congrefs, and of the army. And
could not all thefe procure forhe fhadow of lerity, where
a viCtim was to be offered up ; fomething likecompaffion;
fome anfwer to my humble memorial, in my vindication,
and my petition only *“ t0 be heard” ? 1 muft {ay none,.
‘Three months are nearly elapfed, whilft I have not re-
ceived one line or meffage in anfwer. In the mean
while, as if that refufal was thefignal; thealarm fpread; |
news-papers bear witnefs to my degradation. Bafe and
+ malicious men. the pefts of every fociety, have given free
vent to their flanders. Bofton has been filled with cla-
mours to my prejudice.. " Villaing there are in every |
. place, tocoin and circulate reports, prejudicial to 2 man’s
character. But.'why {hould ! pretend to enumerate
- the evil confequences of fuch a feverity of conduét ro-
wards me ? If it would have anfwered any valuable
purpofe ; if the facrifice of my life would have faved.
my Country, Ieculd hav® cheirfully offered it up.
#hall not fay fo of my hoaour. b
/ Q

i



Yo @i mrasr. )

To the imparjial publick [ thercfore mean to appeal. .
At'this tribunal, no innocent perfon need fear 1o make
his defence, nor to allow free {cope to be given to that
defence ; where a man’s condu&®; and the morives of it
Being known, he has reafon to hope for a candid judg-
ment, free from prejudice or party.  If I ean but ob-
tain this indulgence, | hope to evince, to every common
underflanding, the re&itude of my condud, and if the
moft laboricus and fteady application to the difcharge
of my truft, and perfeverance in the path of duty, can
give a claim to hope, [ flatter myfelf, that I fhall not

+only efcape their tenfure, but meet with the warmeft
approbation of the publick, which it ever has been, and
whatever may be the fuccefs, ever thall be my ftudy to
obtain. / : : : ’
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I am; my dear friend, theirs,
and your moft deyotell; humble fervant,

TOHN MORGAN.
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Te ‘ms ExcrrLENCY
GENERAL WASHINGTON,
" Commander in Chief of the American A'rmy. ;
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The MEMORIALand REPRESEN A TION of
Dcétor Joun Morcax, refpedting his Care of the

Sick, and Manner of conduéting the Department of
the General Hofpital committed to his Care.

81 Ry \ ¥
‘ HEN Iwas called by the cheice of my country,
V &‘ toihe ftation of Director-General of the hofpital
and Phyficianin chief, Ilefta refpedtable and lucrative
pr:&iceagaint the judgment of fome confiderable perfons
in my native city, whe, from regard to me, and what they
conceived to be my intereft, endeavoured in vain to dii-
fuade me fron accepting the poft, truly honourable as
they allowed it to be. Their advice had no influence
,ovrﬁ_@_e. Without hefitation, I facrificed it, with every
future profpect of better expeltations from continuing
_with them to the fatisfaction of ferving my country, aT
THE HEAD OF THE WOSPITAL, IN THE ARMY, UN-

DPER YOUR EXCELLENCY'S IMMEDIATE COMMAND.
Hauving had fome experience, in times paft, of the
nature of the department, I have, ever fince I took charge
of it, made it my conftant fiudy, to make myfelf mafter
_oF the fubject, and to acquire 2 thorough infight into it.
With what fuccefs, I do not think canbe judged off, from
the cutfide appearances of laft campaign, and the caufes
which prevented the feveral regulaiions I propofed, from
taking place agreeable to my wifthes. It would be te-
dious to enumerate them all 3 yet it cannot be amifs te

point at foms of the principal. (a) The

4a)  See the - Appepdixe- 5 A
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{ The firft of thefe which'I fhall mention was, the want
‘of fuflicient time and opportusity before the opening
of the campaign, to have all the regimental Surgeons
properly furnithed by Congrefs, and made acquainted .
vith their duty, of which many of them were very ig-
norant, and the error of having them look to the G:ne-
ral hofpital for thofe fupplies of medicines and inftru-
ments, &c. which it would have been better to have {ent
r» them by Continental Druggift {ts, who might have the

~means of celleting and preparing every article in a fui-

table manner, which it is vain to attempt in a moving
army. Another caufe was the want of a fuflicient num-
ber of certain hofpital officers and afliftants, and the
means of procuring them when allowed by' Congrefs,
which was late, as Co.nm.ﬁmcs,S‘mcLeepexs, Stewards,
Ward-Mafters, &c.(4) [his difliculty wasiacreafed from
the nature of the campaign, in which, contrary to expee-
tation, it became neceilury, to {hift the phces of the Ge-
neral 1orp1t11 frequently, and to branch it cut in {uch a
number of -hoipials widely diftant from each other.(¢)
‘Lo thefe may be added, firft, the want of {ufficient he]p
from other departments, which it was impoflibie to xe-
medy in the ftate our army then was.(d)

i»\. 2dly,  The neglect of the 1eg1mmt11 Svrgeons, to re-

port the fick of their regiments in fealon, and in an or-
derly manner to the Guneral hofpital, though ofica re-
quired in General orders, Refolves of Congrefs and
otherwife, to do it ;(¢) and fomctimcs kecping back their
fick- from enteringinto it at all, or till they became very
AWM 200Us ,[hm\m hargingthem all at once into the Ge-
neval hofpiral, at the dme of an engarement with th=ene-
my, and when the attention of the whole bﬂd) of hofpi-
tal bung,eona was necéilury to take care of the woun ud

And lal Hy, the frequent and long abience of the régi-
mental Sargeons from their ¢ regiments, who, i/ kmd gf
feadiag the fick,as they oughito b ave dong, to the Ge-
neral lmﬁmal hadihem conveyed i H/‘.\».": 'CmOICIP}?!n!f -
tal hofpmm where they neicher bad, nor could: sbtam fist-
table necefarics for sheis pruv:li:fiand care (). Oa
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©nmy ficlt avrival st Cambridge, I fet about to eftablith
rules for the General holpital Surgeons. - I had heard
of many abufes being practifed by enormous deafts of
expenfive ftores from the General hofpital, to which,
with your Excellency’s approbation, towhom I made re-
port thereof, I put a ftop "and limited the demands of
regimental Surgeons to fuch articles, as Indian meal, oat-
meal, rice, barley, molaffes, and the lik~, and required
that fuch fick as wanted others, fhould be fent to the

General hofpital, that thefe things might be difpenfed |

out under my own dire&ion. (g)
The nextreformation I attempted was to call upon all
the Mates in the hofpital to undergo an examination of
their abilities, in order to feleét from the number thofe
who were beft qualified for the fervice.—This was fol-
lowed by your Excellency’s erders, to fee that all the re-
gimental Surgeons and Mates fhould pafs a like exami-
nation. I'began the tafk, but the movements of the ar-
my, the averfion of Surgeons to undergo thefe examina-
tions, frem which too they were often fcreened by their
Colonels, and by pretence of ficknefs, &c. and the in-
creafing bufinefs on hand prevented my proceeding far
in it.(4)
When the army lay before Bofton, the fmall-pox fre-
_ quently made it’s appearance in it, owing to the number
of perfons who came out of that city with the infe&ion
~upon them, which endangered the fpreading ot the con-
tagiod amongft our troops. By the eftabl fhment of the
fmall-pox hofpital in 2 fuitable place, with proper perfons
to take care of the fick, and the precaution of fendingall
infeCted perfons to it, {o foon as known to have the dif-
eale, and to cut off all communication betwixt it and the
troops, the army was preferved from ever receiving
‘any injury from it.

When the troops marched from Cambridge fer New-
York, all the fick were left behind in the General hofpi-
tal, amounting-to upwards of three hundred men. In
lefs than fix wecks, during which time but few died, I

] * wa
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was able to difcharge the hofpital of every man, to ‘ettle
and pay every account; infomuch as ncver to have had
any further demands from that quarter.
' During this time, with little or no expence to the pub-
lic burt for package and tranfportation. I colletted medi-
' cines, furniture and hofpital ftores, worth many thoufand
pounds, and fent them on to New-York. The like quan-
tity, I apprehend, could not be procured in any part of
America. Nor were thefe obtained for the ufe of the
army, witheut much trouble and sfliduity, owing to &
ftrong oppofition that was made to prevent it. {£)-
" Befides thefe, I was able, by means of the fubaliern officers ™
in the hofpital, fome of whom I employed continuvally at
the work, likewile to collect to tlle amount of near two
thoufand rugs and blankets, near as many bedfacks and
pitlows which were taken up from docks, and were ga-
thered’ from hofpitals and barracks, &c. Theéfe being
wafthed and aired ferved the laft campaign when none
others could be got, and many of them are yet in good
prefervation.-— At New-York L collefted fome hundred
ihects, fracture boxes, and other u'eful articles.

It may be thought perhaps that I place a higher value
‘upon thefe acquifitions than they merit ; be that as it
may, I am perfuaded the like could not be obtained now
for much lefs than thirty thoufand dollars, which is equal
to the whole amount of what'] Kave ever drawn or ex-
pended for the General hofpital, in the {pace of a twelye-
month, including the pay of all the oflicers and all the
hofpital expences of every kind, which have tallen with-
in my department to fettle, and for the faithful expendi-
ture of the fame, I am ready to produce my accounts,
veceipts and vouchers, whenever called upon for a fetle-
ment. Yet the General hofpital has had the conftant
charge of a numbsr from two or three hundred to a
thoufand. fick and upwards to provide for and attead.
Nor have any articles of the public ftores been embezzled!
or mif-applied,nor thefick fuffered in theGeneral hofpital
for wantof any thing I thogght them entitled to draw from
the hofpital, and that I could procure for them.  The
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The medicinesand {tores provided, as abovementioned,
have been appropriated with equal faithfulnels and ftrict
ceconomy to the ufe of the General hofpital 3 or iflued
from thence to regimental Surgeons, or remain on hand,
fubjeét to your Excellency's order. I have never bur-
dened the Qnarter-Mafter-General’s department 'with
any unneceflary demand’ from thence.  And as to the
Coramiffary-General, he will do me juftice, as he has
ofian declared himfelf on that head, that my drafis were
within the moft reafonable bounds. ” T%m perfuaded thut
of tl.: fick who have been drawn for in the General hof-
pital, if none of them have beendrawn forat the fametime
with the well men in their regiments, the floppage of
their rations will go a great way towards paying the whole
of the expences the ho'pi‘al has been put to, on their

"account, for provifion and ftores of whatever kind.(/)

In a.conference I once had with your Excellency at
Cambridge, on the fubject of hofbital expences, you told
me, and'I took it“as a hint of caution and advice te ob-
ferve the firteft ceconomy in my department (from
which I have never deviated) that you were fearful the
expences of the General hofpital would exceed the efti-
mate that had been made of them, by a perfon of ex-
perience in General hofpital matters.  If I rightly recol-
Iect, your Excellency thought the fum mentioned to be
ten thoufand pounds fterling per annum. I wasfur-
prized, and ‘concluded the gentleman was miftaken ; I
refolved howerver, if poffible, to employ fuch ftriét cecon-
omy in the depairtment, as to keep within thofe bounds,
yet was fearful it could not be accomplifhed, on account
of the advanced price ofevery article of living and hofpi-
tal ftores.  Defirous of knowing what were the princi-
plcs on which he founded the ealculation, [ wrote to the
perfon that was mentioned, on the fubjeét, in anfwer to
which he informed me, that the eftimate, hg had given
in to General Gates was ten thoufand pounds fterling,
for every ten thoufand men, for fix months, and {o: in
proportion, which isequalto 40,0900 £. fier. per. annum,
for 20,000 mcen, the nun.ber then kep: on foot, Ax
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At the fame time; as one qualified to give me full in-
formation, I wrote to him with a view to clear up all
doubts, or to confirm my fentiments ‘in regard to the
manner in which the regimental Surgeons were fupplied
in the Britith fervice, with medicines and inftruments,
and to knew what rizht they had to draw ftores from
the General hofpital ; to which his an{wer correfponded
with the opinion I had ever eatertained of the nature_of
the fervice. *Lill Congrefs, or your Excellency fhould give
orders for a different mode to be purfued, I confidered
myfclf to be bound in duty to keep the B itifh eftablifh-
ment conftantly in my eye, as a direétory, making allow-’
ance for-the nature and difference of the fervice. (m)

Moreover, I was afterwards favored with your Excel-
lency’s opinion on the fubjed, contained in thofe obfer:
vations you was pleafed to beftow on the plan of regula-
tions, which, by your command I fketched out, for get-
ting again inte a proper train, after we had, by one acci-
dent or another, been forced from the original plan of a
General hofpitad, and got into confufion, on account of
the oppefition, fome of the refolves of Congrefls, of July
17 laft, met with from many of the regimental Surgeons,
-and the impradticability of complying with others of
them, in the fitnation we were then placed. Your words
were, “ What isthe pradife in this cafe in the Britifh
army ? Why fhould we think of improving upon their
fyftem, founded on long experience 27 \

Upon firdk entering upon the duties of my {tation, ap-
prehending that the General hofpital was not amply fup-
plied, as I could wifh, with bandages, old linnen and
other implements of furgery, that would be required, in
cafe of an adtion, I fet myfelf to fupply thofe wants im-
mediately, which I effeéted with little expence of money,
but with great labor, in which I had all poffible affiftance
from the hofpital Surgecons and Mates. I collected large
quantities of old linnen, lint and fheets, made up fix thou-
fand bandages, and fix hundred tourniquets, for the ufe
of the General hofpital, &c. which, though fufficient for

a
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1 prefent excigency, I did not think mere than might be
“wanted for fix hofpitals, which I managed at that time.

Being then defirous of knowing how the reginiental
’ fmrgcons were fopplied, I p:cpofed the calling vpon
them in general .orders, far that purpofe, and with =
view to lemn whether tl‘f"r affiftance could be depended
upon in the field, and whether they were properly fur-
nifhed with medicines. Excepr Mr. Magaw, Surgeon of
Col. Thomfon's regiment, and a few others, they bad
fearcely the fhadow of a fupply—I gave m a reportthere-
of, with a weekly return of the fick ; I alfo ftated to your
Excellency what I conceived to be my duty, and tl at i¢
was limited to the care of the fick in the Gmcml 'wfpx-
tal.

This inquiry into the wants of reglmcntal Sur«
geons, made them turn, as it were, on the General hof-
pital, They wifhed 10 tulmﬂl themfelves from it; with
thofe articles of(.rcﬁmns, which the hofpital Surgeons
had colle&ted, and made up for themfelves, which thofe
gentlemen thought an umm(on‘mlc demand.  Farther,
the regimental Surgeons wanted, contrary to all ufage,
to draw from the General hofpital, all they thould call
for, in the way of ftores, whether diztetic or medicinal,
for the ufe of the fick 1cmmcd under their care, in re-
gimental hofpitals, and to be provided by me with in-
ftruments and bandages, or to fix the odium of their in-
fufliciency at my door. I therefore recommended in my
nport the necefli: y of providing-(not in” the army or
General hofpital) but from Continental Druggifis (for
that was what1 intended) “ a capital fer of medicines,
inftruments, &c. as foon as poflible. and advifed [ba'
portable chefts thould be furnifhed from every regimens
for a whole year, at once, and each cheft be pxnvxde{.
with inftroments and bandages.”—1I did not c}:pf& wea)
banded as I was, with refp- & to officers 2nd affiftants in
the General hofpital, feom its vary eflablifbment by
Congrels,that this taflc would be enjoiacd on me,l7hought
my duty pointed eut by that ¢ftablifhment; as much as [

could

L
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could well execute, and which only related to the Gene-
ral-hofpital ifelf; although with an carnedt defire of pro-
moting the good of the fervice, I early pointed out the
wants of the regimental Surpeons, and in time for hav-
ing them fupplicd with necefliries after the manner that
has always been pra@ifed in the Britith army, I wrote'to
inform your Excellency, ¢ that my commiflion only ex-
tended to the care of the General Hofpital ; the plan of
eftablithment by Congrefs, of July 23, 1775. “The lift,
number and arrangement of oficers, and my inftruétions
from Congrefs, which were wholly filent concerning re=
giments, their Surgeons or fupplics confirmed this opin-
fon,” not to fay any thing of the low eftimate, which I
had underftood was formed for the fapport of the Ge-
neral hofpital. L

I then gave it as my opinion; grounded on the cuftom
of the Britith army, of fupplying the medicine chefts by
ftoppages, ¢ that if the fick. remaining in regiments,
were 10 be fupplied at a public expence (and not by ftop-
pages) that expence oughr to be made a regimeatal,
charge, and might be delivered in with an abftra<ct of the
régiment, (orany other better way. ) that the General hol-
pital, having nothing to de with the affair from its vay
nature, ought ot to be burdencd with their fupplics; for
then, on the number of fick admitted in the General
hofpital being known, the expenee neceflary for their .
fupport could, after a while, be berter efdmaied {rom
| éxperience.” W 2
‘=1 then called on your Txcellency, in the fame 1 ter,
& for inftrn&ions what to do 2 1 informed you ‘“ that the |
nature and defign of the General hofpital, being little
underftood, and the nature of my duty fo rauch mii-
taken, both by the regimentil Serpeons and officers, and

3
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many things expelted from me, impoflible to bs complitd
; ) A B = 5
with, I apprehended it to be abtolutely neceflary that

cectain regulations. fhould be fixed upon. toalcertain my

duty, and thofe of the Surgeoss and officers under me,

as well as thofe of the regimental Surgeons, which all .
oughs
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oughtto knew, and nothofpital and regimental Surgeons
only, but in general, every officer of any rank in the ar-
my, to prevent interference and miftakes.”—,

Befides giving this irformation, in order to bring abowut
a farther explanation of the matter, and with a view to
accomplifh the end propofed by it; when I came to New-
York, Ilaid a plan before the regimental Surgeons, to
afcertain their duty, with a draft for a2 memorial to he
laid by them before Congrefs ftating their prefent diffi-
culties, of which they approved 5 and I wrote preffingly
oylelf on the fubjed, to the Do&ors Committee of Con-
grefs ; and at various other times I have delivered my
cpinion on the dutics of regimental Surgeons, which may
be feen in the general orders, particularly of July 3d,
and July 28th; 1796. But although the fentiments con-
tained in thofe orders were enjoined by your Excellency

- to be made the rule of condu, and I think they were

well calculated to anfwer the purpofe, yet they were
little regarded by many of thé regimental Surgeons, and
openly oppofed by others. () ;

With refpe@ to the manner in which I came to have

- the charge of fupplying all the regimental Surgeons with

-

medicine chefts, &c. contrary to what I had always
conceived to be.the proper method, or ufual for a Gene-
ral holpital, as I had always declared, I beg leave to re-
mark, that the furrender of Boftor having put us in
pofleflion of a large, though unafiorted ftock of medi-
cines, hofpital furniture, &c. your Excellency was pleaf-
ed to order me, by the Quarter-Mafter-General, to put
up medicine chefts for five regiments, at Bofton, Salem
and Marblehead, &c. about the time the reft of the army
moved to New-York.  This I cannot but look upon as
the beginning of all my fubfequent difficulties. When T
arrived afterwards at New-York, your Excellency was at
Philadelphia, and I'was repeatedly called upon by letters,
and in the way of perfonal applications from regimental

+ Surgeons and officers, to furnifh feveral regiments that
’ g

were at New-York, and others gone to Canada, with
' B medicine

-
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wmedicine chefts. My hope and expedation had beén;
" that out of the whole ftock I had collected, I might be
permitted to take fuch as were wanted for the General
hofpital, and then to deliver the remainder to any Com-
miflary or Continental Druggift, appointed by Congrefs,
or by your Excellency, ta receive it, for the ufe of the
public, and pardcularly for furnifhing regimental Sur,
geons. I received feveral intimations at*this time, from
different perfons, that Congrefs expected from me to.
fupply the northern army with medicines and hofpital
ftores. { ‘ ¢
Having received no orders, however, for that purpofe

- and the campaign then opening, I thought it highly ex-
pedient to receive clear infiruétions on that head, and
applied for leave to go to Philadelphia, to have a confe=
rence with fome ‘membess of Congrefs to know what k
had to depend upon. Your Excellency gave me leave of
" ablence for ten days, and although it proved too fhort 2
ed punétually on the day appointed. -
Before my arrival at Philadelphia, I'learned that the
" Congrefs had purchafed a valuable ftock of miedicines,
which were in the hands of fome druggifts in town, out
of which (o~ a fuppofition I imagine that they had more
than would be wanted for public ufe) fuch confiderable fales
had been made by permiffion of Congrefs,andlarge quan»

tities fent to the Sourhward, that it appeared to me there -

¥
<

time to f(ettle the bufinefs of my department, yet Ireturn

was danger, from the great redu&ion that was made in !
it already, left the beft collection of medigjnes I had ever -

feen in America for an army, might flip out of the power
of Congrefs from fuch fale, &c. which might prove alofs
they might not have it in their power to retrieve in the
_whole year. (o) T therefore prefumed to caution the
commirtee againft it. Upon conferring with them on theé
{ubje@ as I had, though contrary to ufage, been obliged

o pit up medicine chefts for fome regiments, I under- *
' %00k 3f T'might be allowed fuch a fharé of what was om +
hand 25 might be wanting from time to time to affort

thofe
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thofe in my poflefiion, to ufe my beft endeavours to fyp
ply regimental chefts to the regiments at New-York un-
der your Excellency’s command, for one campaign by
way of trial; for I did not want to fhrink from anylabor,
afligned me, whether my proper duty or not, by which I
might ferve my country, as far as it was practicable for

. me to do it.

I did not conceive from all I was able to Jearn that
there would be more than forty or fi'ty regiments affem-
bled at New-York ; nor did I fuppofe that one half of
thofe would come deftitute of medicines and chirurgical
apparatus, when I heard that the Southward regiments
were fupplied by the Continental Druggifts ; and [ had
taken pains atCambridge, occafionally, to acquaiat Gene-

‘ral officers, Commanders of regiments and regimental

Surgeons, with my idea that they were not to look to the
General hofpital ror thofe fupplies, but have their regi-
ments furnithed, where raifed, as being the moft eafy and
natural method ; nor did I expe& {uch numerows de-
tachments of militia, all of which came unprovided, and
looked to me for fupplies of every: thing they wanted,
not chufing to fend their fick to be under the care of the
Surgeons of the hofpital.

" I fupplied from 40 to 5o regiments with medicine chefts
by the end of Amguft,befidesallthe branches oftheGeneral
hofpitalat New-York, in the bowry and neighbourhood,
and at Long-lfland, which reduced many of our capital
aruicies 1o an infufficiency for the General hofpital for the
remaining part of the campaign. And thefe I was.obliged
to colleét eliewhere as well as 1'could 5 for although there
was a great fhow of medicines and furniture left, yetmany

ok the principal medicines being exhaufled, and other ar-

tigles not being duly prepared, nor fuch as were ufually
ealied for or wanted for regimental ufe, that thow availed
but lietle.| To give what were at hand and could be

- {pared from hofpital ufe, which the regimental Surgeons

would neither accept of nor be anfwerable for, would
be, as fcripture -exprefles it, to give one that afked for

' bread, 2 ftone ; or for an egg, a ferpent. . Ie
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Tt was by your Excellency’s command that T fhipped
off part of the ftores, as I did, to $iamford. to prevent
the wvoic being loft, in cafe the encmy fhould: poficfs
themiciv's of New York.  From thence they were
fent i.no the country, as fome frigates had got into the
Sound, and it was eafy to land near Stamford, whereby
the ftores might be deftroyed. (p) It was by a like com-
mand that I vifited Foppon, Haverftraw and Orange, to
toeok out for a fuitable piace foi a Gencralhotpital 3 and
By your orders, in writing. thac 1 went over 10 'Newavlg
a2 day or two before the evacuation of New-Yo:k, to
make provifion for abour a thoutand fick induding thofe
wou.ded at the laft aétion on bLang-Iland
there committed 1o the caie of Dodtors fofter
net, Surgéonsin the General hofpital, with {even (x:‘ne"ght_
MMates to take care of them.(g) Part of the medictaes
remaining at New-York, were ordered over by the Ad-
jutant-General, to whofe perfonal a&tivity and the affif-

tance he gave to the Surgeons, itis owing, that they were
faved. The moft valuable part, however, was ftill left
jn New-York, when the ememy had effeted a landing,
drawn a line acrofs the ifland, and were fuppoled to
be then entering New-York. (#) _

" At this critical jun&ure, I went over with fome of the

hofpital officers, and brought off ail that had been lefty
in a pettiauger, which was filled therewith. I had or-"
“dered two cheils, for hofpital ufe, to be put up and fent

and Bur-

: 7
ho were »,

to Kingfbridge, it being impoffible to get more up there,.

in a retreat.

The fick 2and wounded above-mentioned were laﬁdcd >

in hafte and diforder, at Hobuck. Wehock, &c.  Some
of our Mates fell into the hands of the enemy, and many
of the Nurfes and Waiters fled, and the militia ran off
and imprefled cvery waggon they could find in the
neighbourhood. It therefore required feme days to get
on all the fick and wounded, through many difficultics,
from the fright of the inhabitanis, and their relu&ance
to admit of the hofpitals being ftationed at that plate.
[ ‘ y s Ny 3 ’I’v
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I had provifions to colle&t, a Commiffary and Ward.
Miﬁer to feek, and Nurfesand Waiters to procure, with
¢very thing neceflary for the comfortable accommoda-
tion of the fick and wounded. I had but little affiftance
enough to perform this tatk, your Excellency having en-
Joined me to leave the moft confiderable number of Sur-
geons and Mates at York ifland, in cale of need. I made
all poflible hafte, however, to put the hofpitals at New-
Ark on a fafe footing, which I accomplifhed in about
ten days, and then returned to head-quarters.

A frer this, judge, Sir. of my diftrefs. to find how much
this affair had been mifreprefented to. your Excellency,
as | perceived it was by a letter juft writ’en to meby your
* Aid-de-Camp, fetting forth the miferable fituation to
which the fick were reduced, and the clamour for want
of medicins ablolutely infifting on an immediate and
fufficient fupply. for ¢ whilft [ was referving the medi-
cines for cafcs of emergency, the fick were dying in nums-
bers for want of a neceffary fupply.” I had juit fent to
Aan eminent private Druggeft, as well as to Mr. #illiam
Smith, the Continental Druggift, at Philadelphia, pray-
ing for a fupply of fuch articles-as either I had not or
could not be got at, enclofing each of them a lift for the
spurpofe (/) Inftedd of ten pounde of Tartar Emetic, 1
fent for, four ounces were all I could obtain for the
whole army, fcarcely equal to the demands of a fingle re-
gimental Surgeon, or for one day’s confumption for the
army. I prevailed on the Surgeon of a regiment to go ex-
prels to Hartford,Norwich,Providence, Rhede-Ifland and
Bofton, to procure medicines, which places were fo bare
of the articles that we principally wanted, as to occafion
a great difappointment. What is more worthy ef
remark, they never came to hand €l a fhort while be-
fore the retreat from Hackenfack. I had applied to
Governor Trumbull by letter, for fome affiftance, which,
though it was fent asexpeditioudly as poffible,took time.(v)
T alfo applied in perfon tos the State of New-York, at
Fifh-Kills, hearing they had pagt of a ftock of medicines
RPEnE : : purchafed
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trchafed for the ufe of that State on band, and found
it had been ordered to Albany for the ufe of ghe Nor-
thern department. :
~“What made it more aftonithing that the number and
clamors of the fick thould be fo great at that time is, that
in a confultation which your Excellency, General Green
and General Parfons had, a few days before the evacua-
tion of New-York. it was there propofed to fend off the
- fick and all unfic for duty in brigades, with fome careful
officers out of each brigade to attend them, and money
‘1o defray the expences of fuitable accommodations and
refrefhments; and a Surgeon was ordered a long with the
fick of each brigade, that they might not fuffer for want
- of medical affiftance.{w) I am ftill of opinion, it was
the beft ftep that could have been taken to prevent the
fick from falling into the enemy’s hands, unlefs what 1
once mentioned to your Excellency as my wifh could
have been accomplifhed, viz. That proteétions might be
granted to the hofpitals on both fides, and the fick not
become prifoners of war, but their perfons and attendants
- might be priviledged and fafe, as was the cafe betwixt the
French and Englifh in the wars of Europe.

Yet all the confequences of the fick fuffering for

want of neceffaries fad fpeftacles of human woG,

- prefenting themlelves in towns, wvillages and on the
roads, and ftraggling through the country, thereby
exciting the terror as well as the compaffion of the in-
habitants ; have been aferibed to my department and the
officers under me, at a time when we ourlelves fuf-
fered, and called in vain for afliftance from other depart-
me ts, and fo far as we were able, became fatigue-men
and laborers to the fick and wounded, as we could pro-
cure none from thé*army, and, as I mentioned before,
many of our attendants and nurfes fled.

At the time of my greateft difficulty to procure anafe
fortment of medicines, I gave orders to the Apothecary
at Newark to affort what heghad there, which was ail
that could be got to difpenfe ; to iffue to all applyere

! for
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for regimental fick, what could be fpared at any raté
from the hofpital pradtice, and referred fuch as called
upon me for medicines, to him.(x) That did not fatisfy
all, many expe€ting, as it feems, wherever they happened
to be ftatiened, or wherever any part of the, hofpital was
open for the reception of the fick and wounded, that
they had a right to draw any medicines they wanted, and
to be furnithed from thence with whatever they called
. for, though that part was only provided for its own con-
‘fumption, and the Surgeons of the hofpital were willing
to take care of the fick fentto them for that pur-
ofe. .
. In the midft of this fcene of perplexity and confufion
I received a note from Col. Grayfon, Aid-De-Camp to
your Excellency, defiring to know from you, whether I
could, or whether I thought it in the line of my duty to
fupply the regimental Surgeons with what they wanted ;
to which I returned for anfwer, * that I never bad con-
ceived it to be properly in the line of my duty, though I1had
done every thing in my power to perform that fervice,
for want of a better eftablithment, the prefeat being in
that refpect contrary to every known pradtice, as I had
always declared, and if it was ever fo much expeéied from
me I had not the means.” It was then by your order that
I drew up the propofed regulations for a better cftablith-
ment, which I forwarded to Congrefs {o foon as it was
returned to me, and herewith fend your Excellency ar
copy. (y) - It was to no purpofe that I made the fame de~
claration to Officers and Surgeons in general, as I had
done to your Excellency. Their importunitics continued
as great as cver, : ‘
Immediately after this, T received a charge to eftablifk
farther hofpitals, to be fituated mere conveniently for
the ftation of your army at that time. I recommended
Hackenfack.  Every General officer to whom it was
mentioned, approved of it, as the moft fuitable place of
all others for the fick of the army on York-Ifland, there
being no fuch convenient place on the ifland itfelf, and
the
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the enemy had juft made a defcent above Kingfbridge.
was ordered over the river to view Hackenfack, and
to report what numbers of fick could be provided for at
that place. On my return, I did accordingly report that
- if a fufficient number of carpenters and mafons were fet
to work immediately to fit up the chuich, court-houfe,
manufaftory and a ftore houfe or two, &c. fix or feven
undred men, and perhaps more might be accommas
dated in the town and reighbourhood ; but it would res
quire many workmen, and fome time to prepare places
for their convenient reception. I was then ordered back
tdcarry theplad into execution with all poffiblediligence,
I went accordingly, and next day no lefs than 300 men
were brought into the neighbourhood for mie to look
after, though I was quite alone in refpect to help. They
daily increafed in numbers; fo that within a few day$
they-amounted to upwards of 2 thoufand. I had left in-
ftrutions for Dr, Warren, and a number of Mates$
and other hofpital officers to follow and attend thé
fick. (z) 8
" At firft we had neither bread, flour, nor fiefh provic
fions in readinefs, nor were Commflaries at hand, from
whom I could obtaia any help. General Green, te whomni
I fent to fort Lee for affiftance, was gone-over to
York-ifland. ~ So foon as my hands were ftrengthened
with Dr.#arren’sand Mr. Zabrifky’s help, and the appoint-
ment of a Commiffary and Quarter-Mafter, difficulties
abated by degrees svery day, and our affairs got intoa
more promifing train . In the mean while the two armies
having marched towards the Whire Plains, a battle was
expeéted. I therefore haftened ro join your Excelleny.
On my arrival I found the Surgeons of the Generalhof: '
pital, in confequence of orders from head-quarters; to
look out for a place for the wounded at a convenient
diftance, had pitched upen the church atNorth-caftle, as
the moft fuitable they could meet with. I went to view
it. andto p epare matters if the enemy’s troops thould
come to attion. ; ;
Whili
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 Whilflt we were getting in readinefs, a firing of can-
non was heard anew, for there had been a firing heard,
the day before, at fort Wathington. Oa learning it was
at the White Plains, every Surgeon of the hofpital
then prefent fet out with me, immediately, for the Plains,
feveral Mates following, with a waggon, to bring the in-
ftruments and dreflings. We fixed nearthe lines, and 1
never ftirred from thence till the enemy retreated. which
wasabout aweek after; nor till your Excellency croffed the
river, to haften to the fupport of fort Wathington. In
the mean time, the fituation of affairs would not permit
your Excellency to give meleave to return to North Caf-
tle, but for a few hours, to give diretions, and to affift
in providing for the fick and wounded; an hofpital
‘Surgeon, and fome times two or more, with three or four
Mates,attending the whole time, at the Plains, inexpeéta-
tion of a fecond adtion.
. Here I cannot but feel for the Hofpital Surgeons, who
before they could obtain any quarters, except fuch as a
few hours indufiry enabled them to do, in 2 country
which was not well calculated to afford any good, were
fuddenly overwhelmed with numbers of fick fent to them,
as well as the wounded, in time of an engagement, and
whilft many of the regimental Surgcoms were abfent iny
the country, ‘having left their corps in the field,without
afliftance, contrary to orders of July 3d, at a time when
an engagement was confidered as inevitable, there were
few at hand to give any aid. Hence, whilft the hofpital
Surgeons were preparing matters at their proper ftations
in the hofpital, clamors were excited againft them for not
being with the troops, and when they were detained at
sthe lines, to fupply the places of regimental Surgéons,
who ought to have been there ; the wounded, who were
conveyed to to the hofpital, naturally demanded the at-
tention of the whole bady of Surgeons, to adminifter:
aid to them. (&) ; ; :
When | was at liberty to repair to North-Caftle, all

my applications for worl:_.mcn, to put the hofpitaldi:rop
e 2
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dei, to conftruét chimneys, and fecure the fick and
wounded frora cold, the effe@s of which were feverely
felt at that time, and of which it is thought fome died,
proved abortive. Such then as could not be accoma-
dated here und - care of Doftors Adams and McKnight,
were fent to Stamford and Norwalk, to the amount
of above a thoufand, under the care of Doctors
Turner and Euis, Surgeons ot the General hofpital, and
every accommodation poffible was provided for them.

Before I go on with this narrative of General Hofpital
procecdings, I fhall juft obferve, that in part of a day
and night’s time, feveral hundred fick and wounded,were
tranfpprted from Long-Ifland to New-York, amidft a
heavy rain, which fell during our reticat. They were
landed at different wharves, and carried into different
houfes, whilft myfelf and thofe about me ufed all
our endeavours to colleét them together, into barracks,
and hofpitals I had previded for them ; and although
all pefible care was taken to prevent it, yet may of them
unavoidably fuffered, though we were up great part of
the night in this {ervice.

So foon as [ was able to attend that duty in perfon, I
gave my affiftance in drefling the patients, fo that there
was not a fingle one, of thofe wounded in thefaction on
Long-Iland, who were brought to the General hofpital at
New-York, that I did not drefs myfelf ; and I affifted in
all operations that I knew of, wherever I was prefent
and could attend ; for I always vifited as many fick offi-
cers and others, out of the hofpital, by myfelf,and in con-
fultation, as was any ways poflible for me to do, confif-
tent w th my other calls of duty. (aa)

How much pains I took by writing and converfatioi
to affift in getting the regimental Surgeons on fome
footing, fatisfattory to them, and ufeful to the army, I
could adduce many proofs, if required; that I never
could effe& it, is what I have to lament. The caufes I
fhall not take up your time to inveftigate. If the plan,
now before your Exceliency,fhould take pleace either in

. whole,
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whole, or part, it may perhaps effet that defirable pus.
pofe, where my endeavors muft reft. (44)

The orders and inftructions I haye given to the Sury
geons of the General hofpital, at different times, are
numerous ; fome of them your Excellency read,
5 apgrovcd, and fubfcribed yourfelf.

ometimes when houfes for hofpitals have been aflign-
ed me by public authority, I have met with grsat op-
pofition in getting pofleffion of them, from protc&ions
in favor of the proprictors and occupiers, er others, as
in the cafe of Stuyvefants, and in thofe inthe Bowry,where
a brigade of militia difpoflefied the fick of the houfes,
affigned for that purpofe,by the New-York committee.{cc)

To bring this narrative of my conduét to a conclufion.
So foon as I heard of the lofs of Fort Wathingron, Fort
Lee, Hackenfack and Newark, judging your Excellency
would require my prefence, 1 left the beft directions
I could, for the Surgeons of the General Hofpital on
the eaft fide of Hudfon’s-River, and haftened to join
you, which I did,the day after you crofled the Delaware.
I was diftrefled to find your Excellency entirely
deftitute of Surgeons, at hand, to take charge of the
wounded, in cafe of battle. " ' ;

~ With your Excellency’s approbation I proceeded to
Philadelphia, to lay this matter before Congrefs, and gee
an explanation of the meaning of their reflolves of
O&ober yth, refpeéting my being ftationed on the eaft
fide -of Hudfoo’s-river.” I applied to feveral members,
and requefted an audience, but, on account of the fitua-
tion of affairs at that time, it was impoffible tq obtain it.
The Congrefs was fully employed, and adjoured within
a day or two a‘terwards, to Maryland. The fick were
brought daily to the city, in'great numbers, objects of
pity. Forthe care of them, I gave the beft advice I could,
to Dr. Potts, who was employed by the Council of Safe-
ty for that purpofe. Several waggon loads of medicines '
and hofpital articles, which had been preferved from fall-
ing intothe enemy’s hands, and fent from NC‘S_YW!: ta,
i : Newark,
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Newark, and from thence to Philadelphia, were brought

to the college, in mo good condition. It was my care to
collet from them, what was of moft value, and chiefly
wanted for holpital ufe,and fend to Bethlehem. Thereft,
by oider of Congrefs, were fhipped to Wilmington and
Chriftcen, where I fent a ‘Surgeon to review. and
fec them repacked, in good order, and to make out an
isvoice of the fame, and fend it to Congrefs. % ;

! returned te head-quarters, and that day received a
letter from an honorable 'member, which I fhew'cd to
your Excellency, giving it as his judgement, that it was
the defign of Congrefs, I thould attend to the care of the
fick on'the eaft fide of Hudfon’s-river, aud be reftri¢ted
to that place ;: which I could not but cenfider as a fingus
las reftrition for a Dire@or-General. = S
. In obedience, however, to this refolve of Congrefs, I
determined torepairto that ftation, but found it neceffary
to take Bethlehem in my way, as my papers and baggage,
and ‘moft of the hofpital Surgeons and Mates of my
department were at that place, and to dcliver over te

fome proper perfons, for the ufe of your Excellency’s

army, the chief articles of the medicines I had fent there.
Of thefe however, I referved a few. and comparatively
but & few, of fuch s were wanted, with fome few ftores,
likewife wanted, for the fick on this fide, together with
my inftrnments and bandages. ' But ‘your Excellency
having feen fit to' fend for thefe, by exprefs,they were ac~

r_gordingly difpatched by the fame meflenger.

Of ten thoufand Bandages I had prepared for ufe in

| the beginning of the campaign, what with the confump-
tion. Iofs, fupplies to the General Hofpital and regimental
_Burgeons, few are left. : ' :

The difficulties of attending to the wants and demands*
of {o many fick, fpread through fo great a trat of coun-
try, and the clamors which have been raifed, in confe-
quence thereof, have induced me to trouble your Excel-

lency with this long and particular detail of facts, and

%o requeft your Excellency’s order fora court of Inlguiry,
oW

E i e i
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how the fick have been taken care of, in the Generai
Hoipital ; compofed of officers beft acquuinted with the
rules and difcipline of war, and of heiprtal mateers ; by
Which it may be known in what manner, agreeable to
the eftablithment of our General Hofpiral, by authority
of Congrel., and the inftru&ions 1 have received, from
time to time, from Congrefs and your Excellency, and
the information and affiftance I have repeatedly applied
for, provifion has bren made for the fick ; that the nas
ture of military hofpitals.in general ; and of ours.in par=
ticular, may be afcertained ; and if the fick have fuffered
more than was inevitable, from the nature,peculiar hard-
fhips and difficulties of laft Campaign, the caufes may,
be known, and a feafonable remedy applied, and thofe
on whom any imputations have fallen, either of neglet
-or mifmanagement, may have an opportuniy of vindicats
ing their proceedings, before a proper tribunal, which is
what I intreat for myfclf, and for the department under
me. .

1 have requefted Dr. M'Knight to take charge of thefe
. difpatchesjand hope for your Excellency’s anfwer, when
leifure will permit ; being. with the greateft deference,

Your Excellency’s
moft obedient

~ and very humble fervant,
} JOHN MORGAN,

Fifh-Kills,
¥ebruary 1ft. 1777.
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FISH-KILLS, February 2, 177%
To His Excellency General WASHING TON:

ENSIBLE of the great difficulties, which have at.
_? tended the department of Director General, owing

to a great variety of caufes that were not in my powerto

govern, by which thefick of the army fuffcred very much
laft campaign 5 I had juft finithed the memorial, which
accompanies this, containing a narrative of my conduét
in that department, with the hope and expectation of ob-
taining, from your Excellency’s known hupmmty, and
love of juftice, a court of inqniry refpcéting it ; that thofe
caufes might be ‘examined into, and rightly underftood,
and’I might have an opportanity of vindicating myfelf,
before a juft and candid tribunal, from any allegations

that might be laid at my door, of negle, or milconduét

in the difcharge of the duty of my ftation, according to
the beft of my judgement, knowledge and abilities,
when Dr. Foiter called to fthew me your Excellency’s
order to him, of January 22d. It informed him, thatas I
was dilmifftcd from the Dire&or-Generalfhip by Congrefs,”
he was called upon. as eldeft Surgeon, to take charge of
the hofpitals on the eaft fide of the river, till a further no-
-mination to that puft.  This difmiffion has taken place,
without my being ever notificd by Congrefs with the rea-
fons for it, or having been called upon, to anfwer for my
condudt, though I had heard from a member, that heavy
charges had been brought againft me, for the fufferings of
the fick 5 on which I defired him to inform Congrefs,
that I was ready to ftand the teft of an examination,
and reguefted an audience,’ immediately, which I

could not be favoured with. This I did verbally, and -

afte:wards applied to Congrefs, through him, by leteer,
to which [ never received ary anfwer. -

O this account I drew up the prefent memorial, flat-
tering myfelf Ffhould obtain the withed for inquiry, from
your Excellency. : ,
4 A
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A difmiffion by Congrefs from my flation, without
their having acquainted me with the nature of my fup-
pofed offences, and allowed me a previous hearing, ap.
pears to me a very fevere, if not unuiual proceeding. *
am obliged, therefore,ftill to trouble your Excellency, to
requeft your perunfal of the memoiial, and 1o exprels my
defire that it may be laid before Congrefs, for their con-
fiderarion —It is not, Sir, that I difpute the authority of
that auguft Body,to appoint at pleafure. as well as to re-
voke their appointment of perfons, to offices of rank and
truft ; but when a revocation is made in fuch a mannes,
as not to leave the perfon removed an opportunity of
juftifying his proceedings, in cafe any accufaiions are
brought againft him, it cannot fail of operating to his
difadvantage, in the eyes of the world.

It is natural, therefore, to expedt, and what every man
has a right to hope for, that he may, though late, be
heard with candor and imparuality, and to with that 2
true {tate of his conduét,in any public department,may be
known, that according to the evidence of falts it prefents,
he may be condemned or acquitted. -

I propofe to go from hence to Stamford and Norwalk,
to deliver up the hofpital ftores, with which I have been
entrufted, to Dr. Fofter’s charge; and then proceed, as I
have opportunity, to Philadelphia or Baltimore, for the
fettlement of my accounts.

As [ fhall ftand in need of affiftance for tranfporting
my books, papers and baggage, I flatter myfelf your Ex-
cellency* will be pleafed to give fuch orders as may enable
me to get them removed,without which Imay fuffer great
delays and inconvenience.*—Wifhing you f{uccefs and
hap pinefs,equal to your exalted merit,I have the honour
to fubfcribe myfelf, with all poflible veneration,

Your Excellency’s
moft obedient
and very bumble fervant,
JOHN MORG AN.

His Excellency General Wasminerox,
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# For want of the affiftance, [ afked for all thofe articles,
whichwere carried with the hofpital fto- <stoDanbury. were
entirely confumed by fire, in the late leftiuétion of that
place, April the 25th, by the icca.fion of the troops
under Governor Tryon. The moft coftly of my houthold
furniture, italian hiftoy paintings done by the beft maf-
ters, a choice colletion of French engravings, a chofen -
Library (exclufive of my own manufcripts, the labour of
ten years) a number of rarides and fpecimens of siatural
hiftory, to the amount of more than a thoufand peunds
fterling, in value, were allo deftroyed ar Bordentown,
or carried off by the enemy, at Chriftmafs, a few weeks

“before this my fo thameful difmiffion, yer whilft I was
attually engaged in the fervice of my country: 1 had
removed them to that place, for fecurity, when I wag
firt invited by Congrefs into the army: For fuch loffeg
and fervices asThave fuftained,in my country’s caufe; whilf
others, of inferior rank, who have made ne fuch facrifi-
ces, nor faftained any loffes, for lefler fervices, meet with
promotions,and diftinguifhed rewards ; my only returns
from a grateful country. dre difgrace and infults. But
fet down quiet, under this confolatory refletion, that if
it be the Will of Heaven, all thefe things fhall, in due
time, work together for good.

APPENDIX.
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AP BRE N.D.I.X

Y

COPY or Tie RESOL VVES or
CONGRESS, relating to the General-

' Hofpital, and the Duties of the Dire&tor~
General, Directors of Hofpitals, Surgeons
of Hofpitals and Regiments, and to the
Provifion for the Sick, &e. s o

Iy CONGRESS, Thurfay, July 17, 1775%

ESOLVED, That for the eftablithment of an

. Hofpital foran ARMY, confifting of 20,000

‘men, the following officers and other attendants be ap-
pointed, with the following allowance and pay.

A Direor-General and Chief Phyfician, his pay 4
; Dollars per day.

4 Surgeons, per day, each . -  one and a third, do.
I Apothecary, - oae and a third, do.
- 20 Mates, each per day, - two-thirds, do.
1 Clerk, - - - two-thirds, do.
2 Storekeepers, each . - 4 Dollars per Month.

1 Nurfe to every 10 fick, one-fificenth of 2 Dollar per
% day, or 2 Dollars per Month.
Labourers occafionally.

Tut Dury or THE aBovE OFFICERS, ViZa

Direor and Chicf Phyfician to furnith medicines,
bedding and all other neceflaries ; to pay for the fame 3
fuperintend the whole 5 and to make his report to, anﬁv

receive orders from the Commagder in Chief.
D Surgeonsy-
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Surgeons, Apothecaries and Mates, to vifit and at
end the fick, and the Mates to obey the orders of the
ylician, Surgeons and Apothecary.

Matron, to fuperintend the Nurfes, bedding, &e.
Nurfes to attend the fick, and obey the Matrons

erders. 4
Clerk, to belong to the Direftor and Storekeeper.

Storekeeper, to receive and deliver the bedding, and

ether neceflaries, by order of the Direétor.
Extra&t from the Minutes.
CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary.

RESOLYVED, That the appointment of the

four Surgeons, and the Apothecary, be left to the Di-
reCtor General and Chief Phyfician.—~That the Mates-

be appointed by the Surgeons ; and that the number do
not exceed twenty 3 and that the number be not kept in
conftant pay, unlefs the fick and wounded fhould be fo

numerous as to require the attendance of twenty, and |

" to be difmiffed as circumftances will admit ;3 for which
purpofe, the pay is fixed by the day, that they may only
receive pay for actual fervice.

That the Clerk, Storckeepers and Nurfes, be ap-
pointed by the Direfor.

Extralt from the Minutes, :
Cuarres Tuomsen, Secretary.

By Order of ConcrEss. \ |
JOHN HANCOCK, Prefident,

T
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In CONGRFESS, September 14, £775:

RES OLVED, That SAMUEL STRINGER,
Efg; be appointed Diretor of the Hofpital, and Chicf
Phyfician and Surgeon, forthe ARMY in the Ner-
‘thern Department.

, That the pay of the faid SamvEeL STrinGER, Efg;
asD&re&or, Phyfician and Surgeon, be four Dollars
per day. »

That he be authorized, and have power to appoint 3
?umber of Surgeons-Mates under him, not exceeding
our. v

That the pay of faid Mates, be two-thirds of a Dol*
lar per day.

That the number be not kept in conftant pay, unle
¢ fick and wounded be fo numerous as to require the
* conftant attendance of four, and be diminifked as cir-
cumftances fhall admit, for which reafon the pay is fixed
?y the day, that they may only receive pay for actual
ervice. '

That the Deputy Commiffary General be direfted to
ay Doftor STrinGER, for the medicines he has pur-
chafed for the ufe of the ARMY, and that he purchafe
and forward fuch other medicines as General ScruUy-
LeR, fhall, by his warrant dire&t for the ule of the faid

ARMY.
3 A Copy from the Minutes.
CrarLEs THoMsoN, Secretaryp.
By Order of the Concress,
JOHN HANCOCK, Prefident. -

In

-
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Ix CONGRESS, Juy 17 1776
RESOLYVED, Thatthe number of the Hofpi-

tal Surgeons and Mates, be increafed in proportion to

the augmentation of the ARMY, not exceeding onf
Surgeon and five Mates, to every five thoufand men;

to be reduced, when the ARMY is reduced, or when, "

there is no further occafion for {o great a number.
“That as many perfons be employed in the feveral Hof:

pitals, in quality of Storekeepers, Stewards, Managers

and Nurfes, as are neceflary for the good of the fervice

for the time being, to be appointed by the Direétors of

_ the feveral Hofpitals.

“That the feveral regimental chefts of medicines, and
chirurgical inftruments which now are, or hereafter,
fhall be in the poffeffion of the regimental Surgeons, be
fubjet to the infpetion and inquiry of the refpedtive
Direétors’ of Hofpitals and the Director General, and
that the faid regimental Surgeons fhall from time to
time, when thereto required, render account of the faid
medicines and inftfuments to the faid Dire&tors 5 or if
there be no Dire&or in any particular department, to
the Diretor General 5 the faid account to'be tran{mit-
tedto the Biretor General, and by him to the Con-
grefs 5 and the medicines and inftruments not ufed by
any regimental Surgeon, to be returned when the regi-
ment is reduced, to the refpedtive Diretors, and an ac-
count thereof by them rendered to the Direttor Gene-
ral, and by him’ to -this Congrefs. i

- That the feveral Direétors of Hofpitals in the feveral

departments, and the regimental Surgeons where there

is no Diretor, fhall tranfmit to the Direétor General,
regular returns of the number of Surgeons-Mates, and
other officers. employed under them, their names and
pay ;5 alfo an account of the expences and furniture of
the Hofpital under their dire@ion ; and that the Direét-
or General make report of the fame, from time to time,
%o the Commander in Chicf, apd to this Congrefs.

O e T
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_ That the feveral Regimental and Hefpital Surgeons,in
the feveral departments, make weekly returns of their
fick to their rtefpetive Dircftors, in the faid depart- -
ment.

- That no regimental Surgeon be allowed to draw upon
the Hofpital of his department, for any ftores" except
medicines and inftruments, and that when any fick per-
fon fhall require other ftores, they fhall be received in-
to the faid Hofpital, and the rations of the faid fick
perfons be ftopped, fo long as they are in faid Hofpital ;
and that the Dire&tors of the feveral Hofpitals report to
the Commiflary, the names of the fick when received in-
to, and when difcharged from the Hefpital, and make a
like return to the Board of Treafury.

. That all extra expences, for bandages, old linen, and
other articles neceflary for the fervice, incurred by any
xegimental Surgeon, be paid by the Director of that de-
partment, with the approbation of th¢ Commander
thereof.

That no more medicines belonging to the Continent,

be difpofed of till further orders of Congrefs :—That
the pay of the Hofpital Surgeons, be increafed to one
Dollar and two-thirds of a Dollar by day ; the pay of
the Hofpital Mates be increafed to one Dollar by the
day ; and the pay of the Hofpital Apothecary be increaf-
éd to one Dollar and two-thirds of a Dollar per day 3
and that the Hofpital Surgeons and Mates take rank of
regimental Surgeons and Mates.
* That the Diretor General and the feveral Directors
of Hofpitals, be impowered to purchafe, with the ap-
probation of the refpetive departments, medicines and
inftruments for the ufe of their refpedtive Hofpitals, and
draw upon the Paymafter for the fame, and make report
of fuch purchafe to Congrefs.

JOHN HANCOCK, Prefident,

A true Copy from the Refolves of Congrefs.
- J. REED, Adjutant-General.
: ' In
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Ix CONGRESS, July 20, 1776

RESOLVED, That Do&or SENTERS, be
reconmmended to - Doétor MORG AN, who is defir-
ed to examine him, and if he find him qualified, t0
employ him in the Hofpital as Surgeon.

v
Extra& from the Minutes.

CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary.

DOCTOR STRINGER, havingprefented
2 perition to Congrefs, the fubftance of which was,—

- 45 ‘cqueft an explanation of the refolves of Congrefs,
ve' e “tino (he nature, and extent ot his own, as well as
Dofes 1IORGAN’s appointment.”

I CONGRESS, Augult 20, 1776.

Committee appointed to confider of Doétor

/2CR’s perition,, report as follows :
« Dr. MORG AN was appointed Direftor
v2l, and Phyfician in Chief of the American Hof-

“hat Doftor S TRIN GER, was appointed Di-
sector and Pnyﬁcian of the Holpital, in the Northers
gepartment, only. 5 . g o

-

'In CONGRESS, Ofober 9, 1776

RESOLYVED, Thatno regimental Hofpitals be

in future atlowed, .in the neighbourhoed of the Gene-
ral Hofpital, : Thas
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That JOHN MORGAN, Efq; provide and {uper-
intend a Hofpital, at'a proper diftance from the camp,
for the ARMY pofted on the Eaft fide of Hudfoa’s

River.
That WILLIAM SHIPPEN, E(q; provide and

fuperintend a Hofpital for the ARMY in the State of

New-Jerfey. ,

That each of the Hofpitals be fupplied ‘““by the re-
fpe&tive. Diretors,” with fuch a number of Surgeons,
Apothecaries, Surgeons-Mates and other Afiiftants ;
and alfo with fuch quantities of medicines and bedding,
and other neceflaries, as they fhall judge expedicnt.

That they make weekly returns to Congrefs, and the
Commander in Chief, of the officers and afliftants of
each denomiration ; and alfo the number of fick and
deceafed, in their refpeétive Hofpitals.

" That the regimental Surgeons be directed to fend to
the General Hofpital fuch officers and foldiers of their
refpe@ive regiments, as confined by wounds, or other
diforders, fhall require Nurfes or conftant attendance,
and frem time to time apply to the Quarter-Mafter Ge-
neral, or his Deputy, for convenient waggons for this
purpofe : Alfo, that they apply to the Directors in their
refpeCtive departments for medicines and other necefia-
ries. -

That the wages of Nurfes be augmented to one Dol-

dar a week.
That the Commanding Officer of each regiment, be

dire&ted once a week to fend a commiffiorn officer, to
vifit the fick of his refpedtive regiment, in the General
Mofpital, and raport their fate to them.

Extra@® from the Minntes:

CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary.
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To uis EXCELLENEY

GENERAL WASHINGTON,

CommAaNDER tN CHIEF, &c

General-Hofpitaly at Cambridge, Februaryy 1776.
5ok By

HE nature of my flation having led me to make

many reflexions, on the fituation of the fick, in
the army, and the means required for their relief, I
have been anxious to lay before your Excellency, what
appears to me,to be neceffary for this purpofe, and want-
ing to render the bufinefs of the General Hofpital more
cafy and compleat. I am defirous to fuggeft to; ou,what
benefits may be fuppofed to arife, from the eftablifh-
ment of regimental Surgeons and Mates ; what are, and
ought to be looked vpon, as the duties of their place 3
to thew the infufficiency of any powers hitherto given
them, ““ by Congrefs or your Excellency,” to fupply the
defe@s ¢ of their ftation, which they at prefent labour
under,” without fome fixed regulations, and without
fome provifion being made for them, that, for ought I
fee, they are almoft wholly deftitute of, and which they
are at a lofs how toremedy, and without which they can
- be of little fervice to the fick. This I am willing to under-
take atlarge, and to point out fome plan,for putting itin
their power to fupply the fick, of their regiments,whilft al-
lowed to remain under their care, ¢ with whatever is fup-
pofed requfite for the purpofe.” At the fame time,I amde-

firous of pointing out a method of regulating the expences

of the General hofpital, and of furnifhing the fick in it
with many neceflaries and refrefhments, ¢* which they at
prefent want,” in the moft fuirable and leaft chargeable
ways. To do it properly would be a work of time, and
1 Gnd lirtle leifure at prefent for a talk that would require
fome

SR
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jome vacancy from the daily avocations of my bufinefs,
to effe@. Yet I keep the defign in view, when other
neceflary calls of duty will permit.

¢ But although I cannot perform this work fully now,
yet it is neceflary to fay fomething ; our circumftances
and fituation require a general explanation of what is
waating.” The nature and defign of a General hofpital
is fo little underftood, and my particular duty fo much
miftaken, both by regimental Surgeons and other officerss
fo many expectations are formed, and fo many things
looked for,from me,which are impoffible to be complied
with, that I apprenend it to be abfolutely neceflary that
certain regulations be fixed upon, for the better g vern-
ment of the hofpital, myfelf, and the Surgeons and offi-
cers of the hofpitai under me, as well as of the regimen-
tal Surgeons, which all ought to know ; by which they
may be refpeétively kept within their line of duty, with-
out interference with each other, and which every officer
who has any thing to do with the fick may be apprized

- of, to preveat miftakes.

To begin with my own department, I beg leave to re-
fer your Excellency to the particular duty which is af=
figned by the Congrefs to the Direétor-General, and chief

. Phyfician of the hofpital, and to the, powers with-whicl

he is vefted.

" His DuTy is to furnifh medicines, bedding, and all
other neceflaries 5 to pay for the fame, to fuperintend
the whele, To MAKE HIS REPORT TO and RECEIVE HIS OR=
DERS FROM TrE CoMmManper 1¥ CHiEF, &c.

Ypur Execllency will be plealed to obferve that I have
never had ¢‘ any mention made to me of,” nor received
the leaft inftrutions concerning either regimental Sur-
geons or regimental fick ; and yet there is not prrhaps
a fingle regimental Surgeon, and even but few officers
who do not fuppofe they have a right to infift vpon’my
furnifhing every regiment, a5 well the eftablifhed foldiery,
as the militia, with whatever articles they are pleafed to
‘demand from the hofpital, as though it was a ftore

i houfe,



houfe, or magazine for the whole army, ¢ and not cons
fined, in the intention of its eftablifament,to the purpofe
of taking care of thofe fick and wounded, that might be
reported to it as proper objeds, and admitted accord-
ingly.” * Thus, befides what medicines are all‘owedv, as
well to the militia as to every ether regiment in' the ar-
my, regimental Surgeons have a cuftom of making de-
mands on the General hofpital for inftruments of fur-

. gery, bandages, linnen, tourniquets, wine, rum, f{ugar,
molafles, chocolate, coffee, butter, candles, foap, brandy,
raifios, rice, flour, Indian meal and freth meat. They
fuppofe 1 am obliged to comply with any order figned
by a ¢ regimental” Surgeon or Mate, for thofe articles,
in any quantity they fee fit to demand. U have been in-
formed, that fome officers have taken it much amifs, if
they wanted veal or mutton,thatthey could not haveit from
the hofpital, * on fending for it tfor their own tables.”
What is more unaccountable, no regimental Surgeons
cver thought it their duty to make any report to me of
the ftate of their fick, to leave me room to judge of the
propriety of iffuing, or of refufing to iflue out whatever
ftores they were pleafed to call for.

To fhew im what light the hofpital is viewed, and my
duty as Direétor of it, accounts of foldiers that I know
nothing of, and who have never been reported to me ¥or
direttiors about them, are fent to_me for payment, and
from all quarters, near and afar off. Officers who are fick
inthe country, at a diftance from the army,under coun-
try practitioners, fend in their accounts by thofe Do&tors
for me to difcharge.* So numerous and unreafonable
are the demands of officers, regimental Surgeons, ¢ and
others, directed by them to the Direor-General of the
hofpital for payment,” that were all thofe demands gra-
tified, the expences o# the fick, as the Commiflary-Ge-
neral hath often remarked, would exceed all the expences
of the whole army befides.

“ To give a pretext for the propriety of their claims,

they

¥ Sez W. M. Philips’s account, fubjoined to this letter.
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they plead their inability of being furnifhed elfewhers
with what they want 3 the cry of the regimental Sur-
geons is, there is no provifion made for us, ¢ My an-
fwer is, nor have Iany orders .to provide for any
but what are under my own diretion in the General
hofpital. They, afk where they are to get inftruments
and dreflings, and what they want for the fick under
their care, or of what vfe are they, if left unprovided.
I refer them to their commanding officers, and to make
reprefentations of their fituation to them, to apply to
Congrefs to eftablifh means of furnithing what they
want ; whatever orders are given me, they fhall be obey-
ed, but I cannot go beyond my inftrucions.” Do the
imagine that 4 Surgeons and 20 Mates (which arc all the
Surgeons allowed me in the General hofpital, for an
army of 20,000 men) employed in attending all the fick
and wounded that aic {ent to them from the whole army,
and as they can find, or make licfure from that employ,
conftantly bufied in preparing lint, baridages, comprefles,
fplints, . tourniqucts and other dreflings for hofpitals ufe
in cafe of any confiderable adtion, muft be fubje@ed to
their demands, and obliged to unfurnifh the hofpital;
and give up ihe lubcur of their hands, to three or four
fcore of regimental Surgeons and Mates, who were to
have no trouble themfelves, in making any preparations
for their own ufe. - '

Has not yonr Excellency * recommended the firicteft
oeconomy, and” infermed me that from the eftimates
given in to Congrefs, it was computed that £. 10,000 per
ann. was fufficient to anfwer all the demands ofthe Gen-=ral
hofpital, ¢ and that you werk apprehenfive the expences
already exceeded what was imagined a fufficiency ?” The
falaries of all the officers in employ,th€ nurfes and atten-

“dants;nearly equalto half that fum,without taking into the
account the expence ot hofpital furniture, bedding, blan-
kets, medicines and inftruments. From fuch limited
funds, for the {upport of the General hofpital, can it he
expedted that between thirty and forty regimen{;s fhall

3 A g
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draw fupplies intended only for the General hofpital
itfelf ?

In this fituation, I humbly requeft your Excellency’s
inftructions. *“ Be pleafed to confider that” my ComM1s=
10N only extends to the care of the HosprTaL itfelf 5
and yet every regimental Surgeon, appirently, expedls
me to fupply him with whatever he wants,and to prepare

every thing to his hand, or to lay the odium of his deﬂ-‘

ciency at my door. :

" This application of mine does not proceed from any
defire or inclination to fhrink from any fervice I can
render them; but, if this fervice (contrary to my prefent
duty) is required of me, the means mult be eftablifhed,
and I muft receive pofitive inftructions for it, left I be
deemed guilty of neglecting, or not fufficiently providing
for my own department, for the fake of thofe who are
not comprehended within it. :

On the whole, I think it my duty to reprefent to your
Excelleney, that I have thought it incumbent en me, to
give directions to the ftores-keepers of the General hof-
pital to iffue no ftores from thence, on the bare order of
any regimental Surgcon,’ except Indian meal, rice or
oatmeal, and if they want wine, rum, fugar, or other
the like ftores, they muft produce an order for thefe,
counterfigned by me, and take a receipt for the fame, to
make them accountable for the difpofal of what they
thus receive, if called upon. I haye direéted the 'apothe-
cary to iffue out mzdicines to them, for the ufe of each
regiment, in fuch quantities, as their prefent occafions
may require, but fo as not to unfurnifh the hofpital, or
exhauft the ftock,, fafter than Ican get a frefh fupply.
. To enable, you, Sir, to form fome judgment of what is

neceflary for the purpofe, I muft obferve that fuch an

army as is now on foot, will require an additional {fum

of two thoufand pounds fterling per annum at leaft fer

the ufe of the regimental Surgeons, over and above what

1s neceflary for the fupply of the General hofpital itfeif.

And it will be for ever needy, and even deftitute of capi-
; tal
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tal medicines, if not fpeedily furnifhed with a frefla {up-
Ply, to the amount of two or three theufand pounds ;
medicines being very fcarce and dear. :

Another obfervation I beg leave to make is, that every

regiment ought to have a fmall portable cheft, for the

whole year at once, and be provided with inflruments,
bandages and dreflings.

It is not with any view to reflet upon the regimental
Surgeons, but for the better purpofe of procuring them
relief from their difficulties, that I am obliged to inform
your Excellency, that there are but very few of them, as
far as I can learn, who have what can be called even a
tolerable {upply of any, evem the moft effential articles
for regimental Surgeons, inftruments or bandages, and
that they ave deluding themfelves with a falfe opinion,
that in cafe of action, every regimental Surgeon will be
immediately furnifhed with thofc articles from the hof-
pital. - I fear, from %his circumftances, moft of them
would be extremely at a lofs what to do, or be even ufe-
lefsin a battle. - ; R

I would therefore recommend to your Excellency,
that “ a perfon be appointed for the purpofe,” and
inftruéions given for furnifhing a regimental cheft of
medicines, with inftruments, lint, tow and bandages,
&c. for each regiment ; that orders be iflued, that every
regimental Surgeon make out a report of what he has of
thofe articles in readinefs, and a reprefentation of what
he may further want, to be collected together, in order
to judge of their prefent deficiencies ; and that the re-
gimental chefts be infpe@ed from time to time. As con-
tinual complaints are made ef the ignorance and unfit-
nefs of many called regimental Surgeons and Mates for
that poft, and I find them generally unacquainted with
what duties are to be expe@ed of them, in that flation 5
I would advife,  ** if it be thought practicable under pre-
fent circumfitances,” that fome kind of examination be
made of their refpective abilities, by a chofen committee;

being a practice obferved in all countries, which is eﬁ“c;n-
tia
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tial to the fervice, and is now eftablithed in the 111iddi;:

colonies. :
¢ | have been amazed to hear it faid, and that it {fhould

have been thought, even by fome members of Con-
grefs, that little ufe was expected from regimental Sur-
geons, where there was a General hofpital 5 and this has
Been given to me as a reafon for their being fo much ne-
gle&ed, or fo ill provided with the means of being ufe-
ful, aod is, perhaps, the beft reafon that can be given
that there are comparatively fo few amongft them, ag
prefent, of any tolerable education, experience or know-
ledge in the bufincfs and duties of the ftation.” Before
I put an end to this letter, T muft beg your indulgence
whilft I treuble your Excellency with two obfervations
more. The firft is, that regimental hofpitals and regi-
mental Surgeons, under proper regulations and fubor-
dination to the General hofpitil, are abfolutely neceflary,
and, in my opinion, may be made extremely ferviceable
in an army ; fecondly, were matters ‘fo well regulated
that whenever any foldier was taken ill,  whether fent to
the General hofpital, or whether he continued with his
regiment, under the care of his proper Surgeon ; if his
rations were ftopped for the time, and paid for in money,
it would, in my opinion, be fufficient or nearly fo, pro-
vided he was dicted as he ought to be for a fick man,
and as he is direéted to be, in the General hofpital, not
enly to pay for his diet, but to fupply him with every
peccﬁ'ary'refreﬂxmcnt withoutany, ‘“or with little” addi-
tional expence to the publick,from the Zores of the Ge-
neral hofpital. To prove this, may require an explanation,
which I fhall willingly give wien called for.* = Permit

* General Parfons, 1 am informed by the Commiflary-
General, has, to bis great credit, fince tried the experiment,
and on this plan the fick of his brigade were provided laft
Summer with every thisg neceffary and comfortable to men
in their fituation, and there was afaving of fixty pounds
lawful, after every article was paid for, from the Roppage
of the fick men’s rations, and receiving the amount in cafb,
in liev of rations. $i e Sy
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Permit me, Sir, to conclude with this remark that if the
fick in regiments are to be fupplied at a public expence,
that expence ought to be a regimental charge, and may
well enough be included in the abftract of the regiment.
The General hofpital having nothiag. to do with regi-
mental fick, till they are reported to, and admitted as
proper objets, ought not to be burdened with the ex-
pence. In this manner, the expence of ¢ main-
taining the fick in regimental hofpitals will be
known,” =and that of fupporting a General hofpi-
tal, unmixed with the former, may be pretty cxadtly af-
certained trom experience ; nor would it be charged with
enormous accounts, which the General hofpital, propar-
ly fpeaking, has nothing to do with.

I remain,
Your Eicellency’s
moft obedient
humble fervart,

JOHN MORGAN.

(3) P.S. Iwouldobferve to your Excellency, that
the fum allowed by Congrefs for the payment of the
ftore-keepers is fo infignificant as four dollars 2 month 3
about half the wages of a commen foldier; though it is
a place of great truft, and requires talents and f‘pp]!?’.tl-
on to bufinefs, as well as integrity to perform it well.

The pay of nurfes is fixt by Congrefs at half a dtflla.r
per week. Whilft it is {fo low, we fhnllv never be ab.e. to
furnifh good nurfes,or in fhort any nur'!e‘s, in prop‘m“uor}‘
to the number wanted for the fick. They cqEpp o}

thcir
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their pay, and are jealous that more is allowed, but that.
partof it is ftopped: Moft of them fay they were promif-

‘ed a dollar per week. I have only paid them what is

\ allowed by my inftructions.

" There is a neceflity for having occafional officers in
the General hofpital, of whom no mention is made in
the eftablilhment by Congrefs. Some fuch I have foun.d

~here on my arrival. They remain without pay, nor is
their pay fettled. I have neither confirmed their ap-
pointment, nor have I difmificd them, inftructions being
wanted. ,

It is neceflary that I report to your Excellency the dif-
miffion of five Mates from the General hofpital, as, by
order of Congrefs, they were only employed by the day
and they have refufed to fubmit to any examination of
their qualifications.

N. B. «r The abobe Letter is printed from the original
rough draft of it, wrote in hafle, and delivered to General
Wathingron, and which he returned Jor a fair copy, in-
which the lines and words, comprebended betwixt inverted
comma’s, are interlineations, perbaps a Jew of them addi-
tions, but none others are. 1 think proper to mention this
as I would not willingly incur the charge of altering the
fenfe of the original, or making an addition, but of afew
words, to ronder the fenfe mire obvious, or compleat, for the -
eafe of the reader. ¢

0 It is proper to remark here, that this very letter
was read two feveral days before the medical committee of
Congrefs,inthe conference I hadwiththem in Funelaft, when
L went to Philadelphia for that purpofe, and I then laid be-
forg: t/m.n, Jor their confideration, the feveral regulations,
which didnet appear in their refolves till near a mouth ajter-

Amongfk
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Amongft other accounts T had before me, at the
time of writing this letter, I {hall fele& one, as it is un-
derfigned by perfons in a public ftation; who are well
known, and I doubt not, if neceflary, will atteft the truth,
of the copy, of which I ftill have all the original accounts
in my. pofleffion. \ : i

Wirriam MeseRvE PHivies, being a foldier in
Col. John Glover’s regiment, to the Seleétmen of the

town of Marblehead, g n. b
To fundries fupplied him by fundry perfons while fick
-with the fmall-pox, viz. o el
3775y Aug. Capr. Fanies Mugford's Bill ﬁr Amaounts 1 a2y
Benjamin Needbam’s Biil da. 13
Elizabesh Smith’s Bill dos 2 8
Ricbard Tarr’s Bill . dos 5 R |
Thomas Hartfborn's Bill de. 8 1x
William Wait's Bill dos 1 RO
N. Demens’s Bill do. 3 16 o g
Feremiab Pro&er's Bill ds. . - ol
Cornelius Philips’s, do. 3 13 1 4
Marblibead, 31t of Décembery 1775, — iy

B oipithe
Errors excepted.

James Mugford, Edward Fettyplace, " !
St. Philips, Jéereémiah Proéter, ZScle&men.‘
Wm. Doliber;  Robert Hooper, tert.

Marblehéad, Dec. 18y 1775
: Sir, . , :
Pleafe to pay Deacon Wm. Doliber or order, feventeen
pounds four fhillings and fix pence, it being the amobnt
of the charges of Wm. Meferve Phillips’s, h.avmg ;he
_imall-pox in this town, as per accountabove, and yow’ll

oblige your humble fervants,
James Mugford, Edward Fen)jplace,‘} N,
St. Phillips, William Doliber, Selectmen

To John Morgan, Dire&tor-General, _
A ¥ To
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To gratify the curiofity of fuch who may wifh to know
fome of the principal articles of thofe charges, I have fe-
leed them from the feveral accounts, and claffed them
as follows,

To N. Dimen for 19 Day’s Attendance in Nurfing, at azthirdu of IGDoll;r per
Da Ko o8 |
To Elx;abcth Smirh’s Account of ditto, 2 sg
To Richard Tare’s for do. at Peft-Moufe, i.e. S. P. Hofp. 5 3 4
—— e
; , Ly an vty 4
To Beef, Lamb, Mutton and Salt Pork, at 7d. 1. m. ps Ib. 1 1Y 10 k.
To-the Do€tor for 4 vifits, a vomit and fix fever powders 8 11
The other Articles, including New-Engiand and other Rum,
(to ths amount of fixteen Quarts) Wine, BRAD FOR THE _
Murrocx and Syrrup of SEx F £N, Candles, &c. 3. .76 . 4

e

Total amount (equal to §7 Dollars 2-6.) Liay 4 6

From the Doctor’s vifits and accounts (which muft be
confefled to be very low) compared with the diet, fale,
pork, wine and rum, &c. it muft appear how neceflary
fuch an expenfive attendance was for a private {oldier,
in the fmall-pox, and what idea’ was entertained of the
duty of a Direftor-General, if liable to pay fuch ac-
counts. ' &

I had alfo before me, at this time, a copy of the drafts
of one regimental Surgeon at Cambridge, upon the ftore
of the General Hofpital, for above an hundred gallons,
or an hogthead of rum ; wine, loaf and brown fugar, and
molafles in proportion ; and to fhew the extreme neceflity,
one pint of oatmeal was added to the lift, being for one
regiment only ; all within the fpace of about fix weeks ;
and yet there was no return made of the fick, but all de-
manded on the faith of an order, figned by a regimental
Surgeon or Mate. . '
< I fhall here likewife, remark, that, when after regi-
mental Surgeons were repeatedly called upon, by general
orders, to make reports of the ftate of the fick, although
many of them never complied at all with thofe orders,

amongft
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amongft thofe who did make their returns, fome indivi-
duals reported above am hundred, each. But when
Do&or Fofter, then Surgeon in the General hofpital,
attended, by my directions, to vifit, in particular, Col.
Parfons’s regiment, of which the Surgeon was fuddenly
taken ill, in order to receive fuch as were proper obj«éts,
into the General hofpital 5 on calling over the lift- by
name to examine their cafes, there were but few of them,
who were not found, and did not :cknowledge them-
felves, to be fit for duty.

In fome returns, of which I took care to keep the ori-
ginals, forty waiters and upwards were included on the
fick lift, to exempt fo many from duty. Some regimen-
tal Surgeons made a pradtice of felling recommendations
to furloughs and difcharges ; for which cnly one, out
of the number fuppofed to merit that diftintion, was
drummed out of the army, for fuch mean and fcanda-
lous practices. Had all who deferved- it, met the fame
reward, it would have reduced the lift very confiderably.
Cordials and refrefhments were drawn by others, from
the ftores of the General hofpital, which by the pars
fome of the officers took in fupporting the unreafonable
demands of thofe men, gave room for many to believe
they fhared in the plunder themfelves.

Is it any wonder, on being repeatedly informed of
thefe particulars, that I puta total flop to the unauthoriz-
ed pra&ice of the regimental Surgeons drawing flores
from the General hofpital, without obliging them to be
accountabie for the fame ? Is it a matter of {urprize that
regimental Surgeons and officers of that caft, thould
manifeft a declared enmity againft one, who contravened
their thameful meafures 5 or that they fhould have in-
fluence with fome of the privatas, in concert with whom
they preyed on the vitals of the publick, to declaim
againft the General hofpital, whiift thofe who were pro-
per objes for it, and had once experienced the benefit
of that inftitution, were glad to have recourfe to it, as
eften as they ftood in need 2

When.
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When the eftimate of hofpital expences was fo very
low, and {uch ceconomy. for I may not call it parfimony,
was manif. fted in the pay allowed to the hofpital officers
by former refclves of Congrefs, fo different from the
generous munificence of the prefent day,that four dollars
per month, was then thought a fufficiency for the hofpl-
tal ftore-keepers.  [Great proof of its being the inten-
tion of Congrefs, that they fhould iffue ftores, to the
amount of many hundred thoufand dollars per annum,
to regimental Surgeons 3] is it any wonder that I would
not fuffer regimental Surgeons to draw, ad lLibitum, for
whatever their unbounded appetites and fancies craved
from the General hofpital; or, when I difcovered fo
many arts put in praflice, to defraud the publick, that
I would pay no accounts of foldiers, out of the hofpital,
contraéted without my knowledge, and out of the fphere
of my department ¢ Had I allowed mylclf to be drawn
into this fnare, who can tell what limics they would have
fet to their growing demanus ? Some large accounts of
private pratitioners, were brought to me ; from more
than an hundred miles diftance. Some of them had
charged near five pounds, a day. for attendance on com-
mon foldiers, who ailed but little. Had 1 pafled thofe
accounts, would it not have been at the rifk of my own
reputation ? but wh. mention reputation ? Have I not
fuffered more obloguy from the malignity of fuch men,
on account of faving prodigious fums to the Continent,
with great toil, but no p-flible advantage to myfelf, than
fome others for engulphing the public monies ? Such
are the rewards of care and exaétnefs in bufinefs to ferve
ene’s country ; glorious pledges of liberty ! when offi-
cers of rank are to be forced from their ftations, to
make way for undermining and ambitious men, on their
partialreprefentations, without any hearing ! oh fortunatos
nimium, fua fi bona norint agricile !

() The
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() The want of fufficient affiftance from other des
partments was attended with many and great inconve-
niences. For example, When it was thought neceflary
to eftablifh a General hofpital above Kingfbridge, in the
neighbourhood of that wing of the army commanded by
M jor-General HEATH in O&ober, after the proper
places were pitched upon for that defign, I called upen
“the Deputy-Quarter-Mafter-General for workmen and
materials, to put the feveral houfes in order, to build
chimnies, to confirué births, and to make {uitable apart-
ments for the fick and wounded.  The Q. M. General
being then at Philadelphia, the D. Q. M. General in-
“formed mc that every carpenter and mafon uader his
direction in the army were engrofled, and could not be
takcn off from their prefent employ. He advifed me to
muke application to General HEaTH, for an order, to
obrain as many of the militia, or other foldiers who were
proper workmen, to be drafted from their refpective re-
giments under his command, as would fuffice for the
prefent occafion. I fent to General HEaTH for this
purpofe. The anfwer I received was, that the General
did not chufe to meddle with any thing to be done in the -
Quarter-Mafter-Generals department. When General
MirrLIN, Quarter-Mafter-General, returned fome time
after from Philadelphia, where he was then gone, I pro-
cured an order from him on his Deputy, for.a dozen
carpenters and mafons ; but they could not be fpared
from other bufinefs ; and not one was fent to me all the
time I remained on York-Ifland, from the biginning of
Oédober, to the time of my going over to Hackinfack,
after the middle of the month, when the army began to
retreat to the White Plains. '

The fame thing happened frequently at other times
and places particularly at North Caftle ; when,after ear-
neft applications made by myfelf and the Surgeons of the _,
General Lofpital, to that department, and orders were
given by the Q{arter-".‘-/!aﬂer-(}eneral' }aimfelf, ov his
Deputy, on the Commander of the Artificers, they could
Tl not
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not be procured,- it being always declared that all hands.
were engaged by prior orders, for other pun‘p9fes of the
army. I do not mention thefe difficulties with a view
to reflett upon, either the Quarter-Mafter-General, or
his Deputy. Men of greater activity, or greater abili-
ties for the refpective pofts, I do not imagine can be
produced : No: were they wanting in inclination to give
me all the affiftance they were capable of affording.
But if they had it not in their power, ftill the inconve-
niences were no lefs on account of that inclination ; yet
was I to fuffer, and be blamed for wants which neither |
the whole army, nor perhaps the Congrefs itfelf; at leaft
noother perfons were capable of making a timely provifion
for, and to be an{ werable, as it would feem for all the
misfortunes of the campaign ?

When I was at Hackinfack I was exprefsly forbidden by
the General, to drdft any workmen from the army. My
whole dependence was placed on fuch as I could meet
wich in the country, and which I cughtto have had from -
the Quarter-Mafter-General’s department 5 few were to
be found in the neighbourhood of the army, when affairs
went on otherwife than profperoufly. Nor had I any
company or guards allotted to me, for any purpofes of
the General Hofpital, when I firft went to Hackinfack,
and men were wanting to go after provfions and for other
neceflaries, befides waiting on the fick and wounded, that
were hourly brought in grea: numbers, without any per-
fons whatever to attend them. v

Once, indeed, when the fick became very numerous,
about ten days before the retreat from New-York, and
when I ftood in greater need than ufual, of an increafe
of labourers and waiters in the General Hofpital, and
there were no men to be bad in the city, who were will-
ing to engage in that fervice, after repeated applications
for that purpofe, it was given out in general orders, that
fifty men fhould be drafted from the line, who were al-
lotted to that duty. Noday paffed without making per-
fonal application myfelf, to the officers appointed to di-

rect
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rect the performance of this order, yet a week pafied bes
fore it was complied with. When the men were parad-
ed, and marched to the New-York college, to receive
their orders from me, at what hofpitals they were to be
employed, and how to be difpofed of, they declared they
would not remain there. They faid they were cheated,
haviag been told they were ordered for quite a different
duty. I reafoned with them, and fhewed the neceflity
there was of their help, promifed to make their fervices
as eafy and agreeable to them as poflible, and to allow
them each a gill of 1um per day, if they behaved well,
and threatened them, if they left me, to report them ag
guilty of difobeying the General's orders. They feigned
acquiefcence. Yet, by next day, meft of them had de-
ferted from the hofpital, and returned to their companies,
although, befides the fick, there were near one hundred
wounded to attend. Such was the difcipline of the army
at that time. Before I could take any ftep to have thefe
 men called td account, I was ordered over to Newark,
to Provide accommodations for the fick at that place, in
the midft of which, great part of the remaining Waiters,
- and fome of the Nurfes left the hofpital. '

A S the following letters, fcleGted from a number of
- others, written by me, to different members of Congrefs,
on the bufinefs of my department, bear teftimony to the
pains I took to give full and timely information to that
Body, of the ftate of the fick in the General hofpital and
_ the army, of the deficiencies and inconveniences both la-
boured under, for want of faitable regulations, and of
what {upplies were wanting, in time for affording more
effectual relief, at leaft in many inftances, had that in-
formation been duly attended to by Congrefs, I need not
make any apology for publithing them in this place, at
full length, and in their original drefs. I am not fure,
if I were to give only extralls, or an abridgment of them,
that it would be fatisfadtory. If they appear rather pro-
lix to the reader, I muft beg leave to inform him, tha;
it was for want of leifure they were not more concife ;
i nor
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nor did I expe& at the time they wcrerwrittcn‘v that I
fhould ever think it neccflary to print them. .Bei'i.des?
in bufinefs of fo much importance, I imagine it _Whl be
confidered as a lefs tault; to be minute and partlcula.r-,
and even to repeat the fame things, -in the hurry_ of Wfllj
ing, than to give fo curfory a relation, as to fail of an-=
fwering the defign of affording full information of what-
ever falls under the writer’s notice, that may inform thofe
in office of the true ftate of his department, and be any
further inducement to them,than they already have, to
exert themfelves;in giving all the timely affiftance that is
needful; to remedy every waat, or remove every incon-
venience under which it labours. _

On my arrival from Cambridge; at New-York, the
latter end of May, 1776, I found feveral orders, drawn
upon me, from the Northern Army, for fupplies of
medicines and inftruments, and particularly for a large
fupply of medicines from Dottor Stringer, Directorin
that department: I heard from 2 number of officers, of
great rank; who were juft returned trom Philadelphia,
that Congrefs expected me, as Direétor General, to or-
der the neceffary” fupplies of Holfpital ftores, for the
Northern department. 1 had reccived no fuch orders.
As I thought proper regulations were wanting, to afcer-
tain the refpetive limits of authority, intended by Con-
grefs to be vefted in myfelf, and the feveral Dire&tors;
I requefted leave to go to Philadelphia, to obtain an
audience of a committee of Congrefs, on that fubjed,
which I obtained. I left propofals of feveral regula-
tions with that committee, for introducing order into
the different branches of the General Hofpital depart>
ment.  Amongft others, I propofed that the feveral
Direftors and Superintendants of Hofpitals, fhould be
ordered and impowered to provide their refpective de-
partments w th Hofpital Ttores, without depending on
me for fupplies 5 it being impoflible for me, circums -
fianced as I was, to anfwer their derands. Nothing
was determined till a month afterwards, In the mean -

while,
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while, upon my return to New-York, Do&or Potts:
who had a feparate charge of certain Hofpitals, whicl::
were to be effablithed to the Northward applyed to me
for the appointment of Surgeons and other Hofpital
officers to a&t under him, and for a farther fupply of
medicines, than he had yet obtained. He exprefled it
as his opinion, that he was obliged, in duty, to look to
me for aflilftance, and faid he fhould depend upon me
only, as head of the department, for every thing of
which he fhould ftand in need.- At the fame time,
Doctor Lind, applied to me for medicines, for General
Sullivan’s army, on which, I wrote the following Lets,
ter.

New-York, Fune 23, 1775,
T'e,, T HE HovxorarLcE
S AM:U.EL -A'D A M.S, 'E['q;
Member of the Medical Committee of Cbngrcfs.‘
: S AL R;
T HE ftate of the army in Canad;, 'accordi‘ng to

Dr. Lind’s account, (who is juft arrived from
- thence, by order of General Sullivan, for a fupply of
medicines,) is truly deplorable. I have feen no return
of the fick, but he aflures me, that in the beginning of
this month, there were no lefs than 1800 men down
with the fmall-pox ; and the total of fick and unfit for -
duty, amounted to 3,300 men ; and he {ays, they have
no medicines : Such a report is fcarcely credible, but
you may learn the particulars, yourfe!lf, from him, as
he intends going to Philadelphia.
General Gates fets out to-merrow, te take the com-
mand of the army in Canada. Dr. Potts will accom-
: G pany
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pany him. I have therefore given orders to fupply him,
from.the General Hofpital, with a large cheft of fuch
medicines as I can beft fpare 5 and which can be got
ready to-morrow before his departure. Upon looking
into Dr. Potts’s commiflion, I find he is appointed
Phyfcian and Surgeon in the department of Canada 3
but whether it be of a regiment, or in the Holfpital, is
not {pecified 5 nor does it fhew whether it is the inten- .
tion of Congrefs, to veft him with the power of a
Dire&or, in the General Hofpital : Nor can I learn,
what appointment Dr. Stringer has, or what is the na-
ture of his commiffion.

From all I am able. to learn, every thing in the medi-
cal department, in Caoada, difplays one {cene of con-
fufion and anarchy : Nor have the Congrefs taken upon
itfelf, to eftablifh, or vefted any perfon whatever, with
a power f{ufficient to eftablith a General Hofpital in Ca-
riada.

The Congrefs cannot, in my humble opinion, be too
fpeedy in ditermining what {teps are to be taken for this
purpole, and for fettling a due fubordination amongft
the Surgeons there. It would be of particular ufe, that
the intentions of Congrefs were made known in re-
fpect to Dr. Stringer and.Dr. Potts, whether either of
them s to be confidered as Diretor, by appointment of
Congrefs, and which of them ; or whether they are
both to be looked upon as Surgeons depending on, and
alting by iaftructions from me. I have never feen Dr.
Stringer’s commiffion. In either cafe, they will require
more help than they have at prefent ; and in the latter,
I fuppofe I ought to have the appointment of three or
four more Hofpital Surgeons, an Apothecary, and a
fufliciency of Mates in that department, without dimi-
nithing the number I have allowed me for the army at
New-York, as I have none here that are fuperfluous.
QOther officers, as a Storckeeper, Stewart and Matron,
are alfo wanted in Canada, with Nurfes and occafional
Labourers. - Whatever is determined on, in refpect to

thefe
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thefe matters, I thould be glad to know immediately -
Till then, my hands are tied up, and-the army fuffering
“for want of help. I am not fure that our difgrace and
misfortunes in Canada are not owing, in a great mea-
fure, to the thameful proceedings of the Surgeons, in
{preading the fmall-pox by innoculation, amongft the fol-
diery, in face of the enemy. Inftead of innoculating
the foldiery, under like circumftances before Bofton,
General Wathington, upon my reprefentation, conti-
nued to keep in pay a-Surgeon and Mate, to attend all
that fell ill of the fmall-pox. A Hofpital was fixed for
their reception only, in a retired place, and a guard fet
round it, and all communication betwixt it and the ar-
my was cut off 5 and fo {oon as any one was feized with
the infection, of whatever -rank, he was f{ent to the
fmall-pox Hofpital. By this means, every inconvenien-
cy, arifing from the appearance of. the fmall-pox, was
prevented, and the army effcCtually fecured from dan-
ger, from that quaiter. ;

Had there been a General Hofpital in Can da, thera
would have been better orders, and fome {ubordination
obferved, which is now wholly wanting ; and it is 10
be feared, that whilft the Congrefs, occupied ia a mal-
tiplicity of weighty concerns, can proceed but flowly on
this matter, the opportunity may be loft. Rather than
peftpone, however, fo important a concern, would it
not be right to place full confidsnce and power in a pro-
per perfon, capable to arrange thefe matters, as they
ought to be, with ample authority for the purpofe, ra-
ther than fuffer 2 lofs of men, to the dilcouragement
of the whole army, for want of a due provifion being
made for the fick and wouaded.

If the Congrefs will fix on the means and manner of
eftablithing a General Hofpital at Canada, it will eafe me
of much trouble ; but if they are not at leifure, ornot
fufficiently acquainted with what is the proper manner,

.and will order me to do it for them, giving me fuch
power as they think adequate, I will do the beft I can,
i
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to eff*& this defirable end immediately. Excufe, Sir,
my dwelling fo carneftly on this fubjeét s itis of the ut-
moft confequence to the fervice, and delay:s are dangex;-
ous. I cancot exped to receive infiructions, on this
matter, from General Wathington ; he fuppofes, that I
underftand the affairs of this department, and relies
wholly on me for every thing which relates to it. But
A neither durft. nor will I prefume, to meddle in ﬂﬁa“’:";
oui -f my prevince, or that are lzeJ_vo.na' the fpb'ert’. f-n
which 1 fuppofe. Twas defigned originally, by Congrefs,
Zo move.--- Such, I imagine, is the arrangement
of Holfpital affairs, in Canada, and the undertaking to
fupply the Surgeons therc with what is neceflary fora
General Hofpital, without freth inftruions, or more
ample power than I now have, either from the Con-
grefs or Commander in Chief, as' my commifiion direéts
me to look to them, for orders.

I wait, impatiently, for an order from Congrefs, to
impower me to demand fuch a propertion of the Con-
tinental medicines, leftin the care of Meflieurs De Lan-
¢y and Smith, as they may think fit to allot for 'this df‘-
partment. In determining that proportion, they will
pleafe to confider (if we can truft to Dr. Lind’s account)
that there is’ not an article of medicine in Canada, in
the bands of any Surgeon on that expedition.

June 26, ‘1776. Since writing the above, Dr. Potts
having received z fupply of medicines, from the Gene-
ral Hofpital ftore, Dr. Lind has fet off with General
Gates and him, for Canada. -

I remain, with great efteem,

i S IR,

Your moft obedient,
and very humble fervant,

JOHN MORGAN.
& This
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o This may certify, that I remember to have heard
Do&tor MORGAN: read the jforegoing letter,in  Fuly
1776, together with feveral others, upor; the fubjetl rft/);
General Hefpital and Regimental Surgeons, all incu]cating
z:be immediate neceffity of putting them upen a proper fosi-
ing. :

| JOHN WARREN, Hofpital Surgeon,

BEFORE Iproceed to exhibit a copy of the next
letter, which I wrote to Congrefs, it will not be im-
proper 10 inform the reader of the cccafion of it.

Having been returned from Philadelphia, about a
fortnight after my conference with the- Medical Com-
mittee of Congrefs, in which I had fet forth my infuf-
ficiency, ~without farther powers and inftrudtions, to - :
anfwer ail the calls daily made on me, in an extenfive
and unfettled department ; and, having received no or-
ders or directions from Congrefs, all this. while, in an-
fwer to my application for that purpofc‘: A powerful
fleet and army from Great-Britain, intended for the re-
duétion of New-York, being likewife already arrived on
the coaft 3 and having prepared cvery thing in my de-

artment, that was in my power, I then confidered the
unfettled frate of the regimental Surgeons. In order
to bring them, by degrees, into greater regularity, and
to make them more ufeful in cafe of aftion, as many
of them had but newly entered the fervice, and moft
of-them, from want of experience, were yet novices in
the duties of a military Surgson, I thought it advifea-
ble to give them fome inftruétions, which might open
their minds to a fenfe of what duty was required of
them, as regimental Surgeons, in time of aftion, which
it could not be fuppofed,was very diftant. I, thereupon,
drew up the following directions, and communicated
them to the General.—He approved of them in the or-

ders of the day ; and commanded the feveral Surgc%ns
: o
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of Regiments to wait upon me for copics, and to regu-
late themfelves according to the propofed plan.

Each Surgeon was allowed a copy, and commonly,
at the fame time, I gave him an order on the Apothe-
cary, of the General Hofpital, for a medxcx.ne cheft, for
every Battalion, which he alfo obtained, if he was not
already provided, together with a number of bandages
and tourniquets, and a quantity of lint, tow, and old
linnen, for chirurgical dreflings. ‘

AROSQLE Xt O B DI B ‘
OKRDER and INSTRUCTIONS, !

Given to the REGIMENTAL SURGEONS,
‘In caft f ACTION. :

’ New-York, Fuly 3, 1776.

IT is prepofed by the Diredtor-General, and or-
dered by his Excellency the Commander in Chief, That
the Regimental Surgeons and Mates may be the better
prepared for the difcharge of their duty, in cafe of =
action, to hold themfelves in immediate and conftant
readirefs for fervice ; and, in the firft place, to makea
return to the Diretor General of the Hofpital,. of their
names and {tations, and of the inftruments and ban-
dages, &c. they have athand, agreeable to the follow-
ing FORM, vi, :

¥
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A REGIMENTAL Return of Surgeon’s
Inftruments and Bandages, &c. now in
Readinefs for immediate Service, belong-

ing to Colonel ——----- ’s Regiment, in
»  Brigadier General -------- ’s Brigade, en-
camped at ----------- 2 JULY, 1o,

Names of the Sur-

Number & kind
.geon and Mate,|Inftruments fi' jof Bandages,&c.| Old Linnen and other
and the dates of| for ufe. Ligatures, &c. Implements.
their coamiffin-.
Amputaung Simiple Roliers. Quanuty oi oid Linnen
Suargeon. |Initruments. |Double do. or weight of Rags.
Mate. | Trepanning,do.|Foliated ban- |{Weight or Quantity
facifion knives.[dages. of Lint,
Pocket Iaftru-|Splints. Tow, &¢.
~ ments. Tourniquets.  [Spunge.
Bullet Forceps.|Ligatures.
Crooked needles{ Tape. (Piace to be figned by
Strait do. Thread. the Surgeon.)
Pins.

" A S the General Hofpital will not admit of the Hof-
pital Surgeons and Mates being divided, or detached
" from the places where the General Hofpital is fixed, and -
may require occafional affiftance from the Regimental
Surgeons, in cafe of many wounded being fent to it,
\ in order that the Hofpital and Regimental Surgeons
may concur, at this time, to render their mutual fer-
vices more effe@ual and extenfive, the tollowing regu-
lations are to be obferved for the prefent, and till any
; change of circumftances may require an alteration.
Part of. the General Hofpital is now fixed at Long-
Ifland, for the reception of fick and wounded perfons,
whofe cafes may require 1t ; which fouN \V{xmxnu,
Efg; Surgeon in the General Hofpital, 1s appointed to
fuperintend and direct, with the affitance of three
Helpital
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Hofpital Mates, and fuch other Regimental Surgeons
and Mates, belonging to rhat part of the army {tationed
at Long-Ifland, as may be required.” Tn cafe of evident
neceflity, arifing from an attempt being made on Fort
Defiance, (afterwards called Fort Wathington,) two of
the Hofpital Mates, with Doctor M¢enry, now at
Montiefor Ifland, and whom he is to fuperintend and .
dire&, are to repair to that poit, witha proper aflort-
ment of inftruments and bandages. The remainder of -
the Surgeonsand Mates of the General Hofpital, are
to continue at King’s-College, and New-York Hofpital,
for the reception and care of fuch wounded as are fent
1o them, from what ever parts Y It being the duty of the
Regimental Surgeons and Mates, in cafe of action, in
the field, to attend the Corps to which they belong, in
order to drefs the wounded in battle 5 they are to take
poft in the rear of the troops engaged in action, at the
diftance of three, four, or five hundred yards, behind
{fome convenient hill, if at hand, there to drefs the
wounded, who require to be dreffed, on or near the
field of battle. Ifthe Regiment or Corpsto which they
belong, ate engaged within a fort, or lines' thrown up
for defence, that fort or place of defence, is then-the
proper ftation for the Regimental Surgeons : Butasa
Regiment may be divided, and diftributed into different
pofts, fo as to render it impracticable for the Regiment-
al Surgeon and Mate, belonging to that Regiment, to
be near fome parts of their Corps, it is neceflury that,
an account of the number of Surgeons and Mates, in
any Biigade, or any divifion of the army, that occupies
one or more detached polts, be taken, and delivered to
the Commanding Officer of faid pofts or divifion. It
is to be confidered as the duty of each Regimental Sur-'
geon and Mate refpectively, wherever ftationed, to re- -
gard himfelf, as having a joint charge of the whole Bri-
gade, with the reft of the Surgeons of that Brigade,
rather than as if his carec was to be confined only to
thofe officers and foldicrs who are of the Regiment to
which
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which he belongs. It muft unavoidably ha ;
times, that both officers and foldiers ma;’ be fv%eunéd‘:i
in aftion, and their particular Surgecns be elfewhere
employed, fo as not to be able to attend them. The
amputation of a limb; or performance of any capital
operation, cannot well take place in the heat of a brifk
aftion : It is feldom poflible, or requifite. What the
Surgeon has chicfly to attend to, in cafes of perfons be-
.ing much wounded in the ficld of battle, is to ftop-any
flux of blood, either ty tourniquet, ligature, lint and -
_comprefs, or a fuitable bandage,as the cafe may require;
to remove any extraneous body from the wound ; to re-
duce fraltured bones; to apply proper dreffings to
wounds ; taking care on the one hand, not to bind up
-the parts too tightly, fo as to iojure the blocd’s circu-
lation, increafe inflammation, and excitea fever; or
fo loofely, as to endanger the wounds bleeding afrefh,
or to allow broken bones, after they are properly fet, to
be again difplaced. The wounded being thus drefled
by the Regimental Surgeons, are next to be removed to
the neareft Hofpital belonging to the Brigade, or to the
General Hofpital, as may be moft convenient. Y

As the General Hofpital may at times, be fully ¢croud-
ed with fick perfons, or in the time of altion, '{fo many
- wounded may be fent there, as to require a greater
_number of hands, than that part of the General Hofpi-
. tal, where many of the wounded are fent, is furnifhed

with, it may be abfolutely neceflary for the fuperintend-
ing Surgeon, befides the proportion allowed him, from
the General Hofpital, to call for the affiftance of.a num-
ber of Surgeons and Mates, from the Brigade, divifion
or part of the army where he is, either before an en-
gagement, or, when the number of wounded perfons
fent to him becomes very great, making fuch affiftance
needful. For this purpofe, he is to apply to the Com-
mander of that Brigade, or part of the army, who is
hereby ordered to fend him as many Regimental Sur-
» geons
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geons and Mates, for that purpofe, as are required, and

can be fpared from their pofts.

"To prevent confufion, and that the Regimental Sur-

~_geons may know the better what part of duty is exp:ét-
ed from them, fome one, at leaft, of the Surgeons, ef-
pecially thofe fixed at out polls, are directed, as foon as
poflible, to call upon and arrange matters, in time, with

" the Hofpital Surgeons neareft at hand, in behalf of the

Brigade, or Corps acting together, that no diforder may
arife, in time of ation, for want of {o neceflary a pre-
¢aution, The Regimental Surgeens ought'to call on the
officers of the Corps to which they belong, to fettle with
them, what perfons are to be employed in carrying off
the wounded, and for a fupply of wheel-barrows, or
other more convenient biers, for conveying them from

the field of battle, to the place appointed for reception

of the wounded, or General Hofpital. Each Regiment-
" al Surgeon and Mate ought to have a portable box, with
fuitable divifions for containing bis lint, bandages, in-
ftruments, and other implements of Surgery, which
ought to be well provided with every neceflary.
In applying a common tourniquet to ftop the flow of
blood, trom any principal artery in a limb, till it can be
otherwife properly fecured, care muft be taken not to

twift it too tightly about the limb; and to prevent the

tourniquet from {flipping, fo as to endanger a frefh lofs

of blood, it muft bc faftened with a ligature of thread

JOHN MORGAN, Director-General. !

or tape.

I N confequence of the foregoing plan and orders,
fome reports were made, although they came in but
flowly. Near a fortnight pafled over, before I received

3

them from more than fifteen Regimental Surgeons : It

is to be afcribed, if not to that backwardaefs wh ch the-

Regimental Surgeons ever fhewed to comsplying with
General

PR

P
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General Orders, perhaps, toa confcious fhame of being
entirely deftitute of any neceflary articles, but what
they had been previoufly indulged to draw from the
General Hofpital : Some of them, whom I afterwards
met, and inquired into the caufe of their negleét, con-
fefled this to be the truth. As my intention in defiring
\thofe reports to be made to me, was, to lay them be-
,  fore the General and Congrefs, with remarks on their
infufficiency, that the Medical Committee might be in-
cited to ufe more diligence, than heretofore, to fall on
fome meafures for fupplying the Regimental Surgeons,
with every neceflary to qualify them for greater ufeful-
nefs in their ftation. I drew up, from the feparate re-
ports delivered to me, ene general return of the ftate
of the abovementioned fifteen Regiments. All the'in-
firuments were reported to be private property, and
amounted to fix fets of amputating inftruments, two of
trepanning - ditto, fifteen cafes of pocket inftruments,
feventy-five crooked, and fix ftrait needles. Amongft
the whole fifteen Surgeons, thére were only four fealp-
els or incifien knives, for dilating of wounds, or any.
other purpofe ; three pair of forceps, for extralting
bullets ; half a paper and feventy pins; and but few °
bandages, ligatures or tourniquets, and as little old lin-
nen, lint or tow, but what they had procured from the
~ ~ General Hofpital ;5 and only two ounces of {punge in
all. Amazing deficiency for fifteen Surgeons, and as
many Mates ! ;
~ Upon inquiry how they could think of marching with
their Regiments, without providing, at leaft, old linnen
for dreflings ; er of joining the army, without the ne-
ceffary inftruments, as, if ever they refleted at 11, they.
muft be fenfible of the impropriety of fo doing, and of
its being much eafier for each man, to procure thofe ar-
ticles, within the fphere of his acquaintance, connex-
ions or neighbourhood, than to obrain them in an ar-
-my, in general, deftitute of neceflary {upplies, of what |

- was not to be procured in America, but with great dif-
; ; ficuley.
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ficulty. Their confiant anfwer was, whenever they -

applied to their fuperior officers for thofe thi'ngs, they
were always told, they would be furnithed with eyery
thing they wanted, {o foon as they fhould have joined
the army. Upon being informed that I had only a fuf:

ficiency of thofe articles for the ufe of the General -

Hofpital, and that I would by no means unfurnifh it,

to fupply them, they appaared quite confounded, and
exprefled great uneafinefs, at- having no proper eftab-

lithment ; and faid, they knew not how, or where to
obtain the neceflary articles, to be any ways ufeful in
the army, if I did not affift them.

As 1 was not ignorant of the many inconveniencies,
under which they had hitherto laboured, from a want
of attention in the Congrefs to relieve, or place them
on a better footing, and as I felt for their diftrefs, 1 al-
fured them of my readinefs to affift them, allin m
power, confiftently with my proper duty, and the or-
ders I had, or fhould receive from Congrefs. I advifed
them to meet in a body; to converfe on the matter
with each other ; and then chufe one or more Deputies,
from each Brigade, to ftate their helplefs fituation, and

>

pray for relief 5 in which I was willing to fecond their -

application, with all the influence of which I was
mafter. ek ‘ T = Ay

As they complained much of not being allowed pro-

per Regimental Hofpitals, and, as I had, in oppofition

10 what always appeared to me to be the fentiments,
both of the Congrefs and General, ever uniformly
given it as my opinion, that Regimental'Strgeons and

Regimental Hofpitals, under proper regulations, and
due fubordination-to the General Hofpital, might be ve-
vy ufeful, I took that matter under my confideration.
¥ likewife drew up a memorial,and propofals,to be fhewn
o the General, for his approbation and concurrence,
to be laid before Congrefs. At the fame time, I penned
for the ufe of the Regimental Surgeons, a form, and
directions for keeping a proper regifter of the fick, and
Attt Sn ) : v
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for making every kind of neceffary returns of fick,

rovifions, &c. alfo tables of the various kinds of diet;
ufed in the General Hofpital, as an example for them-
felves, to copy after, under the heads of full diet, half
diet, low diet, milk diet and fever diet, with the me-

¥ El_i_od ofbalcula(ing the differences betwixt thefe, and the
_amount of the well rations ; to enable them todraw the

value of the difference, whether in cath or refrefh-

- ments, but for the ufe of the fick only : And I thewed

hem a lift of what inftruments, bandages, ligatures,
int, tow, old linnen and other articles, I efteemed ne-
ceffary for a Regiment ; which I fhall fubjoin to the
fubftance of the memorial and petition to Congrefs,
and the propofals I had fketched out for their con-
fideration. ’

At the firft meeting I had with them,by appointment,
to confer on thefe feveral particulars, before I produced
the papeis referred to, 1 addrefled them in thefe words,
which [ had written, and of which I kept the original.

ADDRESS To Tue SURGEONS.

GENTLEMEN,

HAVE, with all the care and attention in my pow=
er, taken into confideration, the ftate of the Regi-

~ mental Surgeons, with a view to getting them provided

with Regimental Hofpitals, and pointing out the means

for their being, in future, fupplied with the ufual requi-

fites, for the more eafy, more regular, and meore exten-
five difcharge of the dutics anncxed to their ftation.
To anfwer this end, I have confidered what is within
our power, as matters now ftand, and what we are to
aim at, for further improvement ; and have, by a tram
of reflexions on the fubject, been led, in the firft plac'e,
to propofe certain regulations which appear to me {0 be

"both falutary and pradticable, if they mect with your

CONCUrrence
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concurrence ; for which I fhall fubmit them to your
hearing and ftriftures, for correftion and amendment,
If we can agree in them, it will be one ftep gained, and
may ferve as a foundation, on which to proceed, in

fmoothing every difficulty that may ftill remain, to-

wards forming a2 more perfect plan, or model of cecono-
my, in the conduéting of ‘Military Hofpitals, and pro.
viding for the fick and wounded. bt vy

The next ftep which I apprehend we have to take, is

to apply to Congrefs for an immediate fupply of chis

rurgical inftruments and bandages, for the Regimental
Surgeons, and for its approbation of the propofed re-
- gulations, as well as that of the Commander in Chief §
that thofe regulations may have a proper authority to

reft upon, for their fanction and fupport ; and, 3dly,

to fuggeft fuch others, as may be ftill more ufeful, in
future, fhould the continuance of {the war make any
further regulations neceflary. ' '

Julys 1776. J. M

The MEMORIAL of the
REGIMENTAL SUR GEONS,

To ! €10 NG R E St

Sets forth, VH AT when troops were aﬁ'embleﬂ %

1

~ in hafte, -at the firft breaking out of
the war, Regimental Surgeons were appointed to ac:

4

3

|

company - them, provided with medicine chefis, from .

the different parts of the country, where they were

raifed, at a Colenial expence.—That when it became 2
common caufe of the whole continent, and provifion

.was made, by Congrefs, for the care of the fick and.
wounded of the army, by the effablifhment of a Geng- -

ral

od
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ral Hofpital,witha Direftor General, four Surgeons and
twenty Mates, there was no mention of the Regimental
Surgeons and Mates, nor any provifion made for them,
either of medicings, inftruments, or other neceflaries ;
yet they were kept in pay.—That, in this fituation, al-
‘though it might be prefumed the Hofpital Surgeons
and Mates, appointed to take care of the fck and
wounded, were {carcely fufficient to attend fo great a
number of patients as an unhealthy feafon, or an adtive
‘campaign might produce ; yet the Regimental Surgeons
and Mates, for want of a fuitable provifion, muft, in
their prefent fituation, be very ufelefs ; although they
were {o much more numerous than the Hofpital Sur-
_geons and Mates, and always profeffed an ardent de-
fire of being properly employed, and of anfwering the
- defign of their appointment.— That not knowing where
elfe to look for relief, they had applied to the Diretor-
General, who affured them of his inclination to ferve
them ; but having no orders to ifflue out fupplies to
them, -and it being unufual for Regimental Surgeons to
depend upon the General Hofpital for all they wanted,
he had advifed them to make application to the Com-
mander in Chief, or Congrefs, for eftablifhing a proper
method to obtain fupplies, promifing to fecond their
applications, with the warmeft reprefentations from
himfelf —That it* was with his advice, the prefent me-
- morial was drawn up, to lay before Congrefs.—That he
had given them feveral meetings, and a fet of propofals
were agreed upon, as regulations, provided they met
_with the approbation of Congrefs, which were inclefed
- for confideration'; prayi- g for fuch relief on the pre-
miffes, as to the wifdom of Congrefs {hould {eem
meet.

REGULATIONS
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REGULATIONS propofed by the
Diretor-General of the Hofpital ; and
agreed upon with the Regimental Sur-

geons, to be laid before CoNGRESS FOR
THEIR DETERMINATION upon them.

11t. T H AT the Regimental Surgeons apply to Ehf "3
Quarter-Mafter-General,and obtain from himj

or the Barrack-Mafter, by an order from him, fome
proper quarters convenicnt for the fituation of each
Brigade, by the name of Regimental or Brigade Hof*

itals. , : : 2
’ 2d. That the fiid Hofpitals be furnifhed from the
Quarster-Mafter General’s department, with neceflary
utenfils and Hofpital furniture, according to a lift of
enumerated particulars. S 1 .
3d. That thie Regimental Surgeons be fupplied, in
future, by Continental Druggifts, with medicines, in-
firuments and old linnen for bandages, and neceflary
dreflings. 3 o i
4th.- That they fhall report to the Dire€tor-General,
or Surgeons of the General Hofpital, all fuch fick pa-
. tients of their Regiments, who are propet objeéts;
making ufe of every poflible precaution,to-guard againft
crowding the Hofpital with putrid cafes; that requiré
trefh air for recovery of the fick, leaft hofpital, ma-
lignant, or peftilential difeales be excited, to the great

devaftation and ruin of the army. 7 Mk
sth. That they fhall keep an exa& regifter of the
fAick, in which they fhall enter the names of the pa-
ients, the companies to which: they belong, the difor-
ders they labour under, the times of their admiffion, or
being confidered as unfit for duty ; with the times and
vent of their difeafes, of recovery, death, or dif-

© miofn, '
oth, That they make proper reports, extra&ed{{rgm
ai
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faid regifter, to accompany every perfon they recom-

mend to the General holpital; with an account of 1he

‘paticnts cafe, and previous treatment, and what cloath-

ing is fent with each patient, certified by the Surgeon or

Mate, and figned alfo by a commiffioned officer.

7. That they make daily returns to theQparter-Mafter
or Adjutant of the regiment ; of the fick belonging to
that regiment, who are unfit for duty, whether remain-
ing under their own care, or {ent to the General hofpi-

" tal, that no foldiers may be exempted from duty, as fick
- men, that are not borne on the Dotor’s lift 3 and that
no rations be drawn for them, amongft the effe@ive
men, whilft they are drawn for with the fick, whether
in the General or regimental hofpitals. '

8. That they make weckly returns of the fick from

their regifters, both in the General hofpital, and regi~
mental, or brigade hofpitals, as well to the Direftor-
General, as to the Commandant of the regiment or bri-
gade, that a true ftate of the fick of the whole army
may be made out, to lay before the Commander in
chief, 2nd to be tranfmitted to Congrefs, weekly.

9. That agreeable tothe fick lift returned to theDire&or
General, the regimental Surgeons be intitled to draw
from the General hofpital, for the fick remaining un-
der their care, any articles they may chufe, agreeable to
the various diet tables made ufe of for the patients of the
General holpital ; and whatever other ftores or re-
frefhments they chufe, with which the General hofpiral
is fupplied, to the full amount of their rations. If they
require more from the General hofpital, the fick are to
be fent to the General hofpital

1o. That the Colonels of regiments be allowed to draw
monies for defraying any extraordinary or incidental
charges of regimental hofpitals, and for fuch articles as
are not to be got in the ftore of the General hofpital,
nor in thecommiffarial. or Quarter-Mafter’sdepartmentr, -
and an account of the difbarfements to-be fettled, with
the weekly or monthly abftract of the regiment.

! That
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11. That the ftate of the [everal regimental or brigade
hofpitals, of the fick, and of the medicine ckefts, be fub-
je& to examination, from time to time, of the Direltor-
General, or fuch hofpital Surgeons as he fhall appoint
to that duty. /

12 That in all things,not particularly afcertainedin thefe
regulations, the ufage of the Britith and other armies
be followed, till otherwife directed, as far as is confiftent
with the good of the fervice.

THE foregoing,as nearly as I can recolleé,is the fub-
ftance of the memorial and propofals agreed upon. I
remember the import well. If it differs materially, it is
in the power of the regimental Surgeons to {hew the
difference, by printing the orginial papers. I gave my
drafts thereof to them, which they confidered, and pro-
.pofed fome alterations, that I convinced them could
‘not be adopted. They acquiefced in the reafons I gave.
I then made fome{mall emendationsin the copies,which,:
with the alterations and interlineations in my own hand
writing, are ftill in pofleflion of Do&or Story, late Sur-

* geon of Colonpel Little’s regiment ; one of thofe who
were prefent at the conference. It is not long fince I
called on him for a copy of both the memorial and
propofals. He promifed to let me have them ; but af-
terwards, being void of honour, broke his werd,
for which he would affign no other reafon, than that he
did not know what ufe I fhould make of them to bis
difadvantage, though I told him, before my defign of

» -publifhing them, -and that I wifhed to have the original
papers before me, or exaét copies of them, that I might
not be charged with any mifreprefentation to the pub-
lick ; which, by communicating them to me, it was in
his power to prevent. But this is not the only inftance
of meaonefs, joined with infolence of behaviour,
which T have had occafion to publith to the world,
and which I have yet to produce, to delineate the cha-
racter of this fhamelefs man,

Letter
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LETTER SECOND.

New-York, July, 1776.
To MessieURS

SAMUEL ADAMS, Eiquire,
And the reft of the Medical Committee of Congrefs.
GENTLEMEN,

AVING put the General hofpital on a good
footing at New-York, and provided it with a’
pretty confiderable ftock of what it rhay ftand in need
of (as a general hofpital) I have thought it my duty to
turn my attention to the regimental Surgeons. Theiyr
fituation, ever finceI have been in the army, has becn
fuch as to require a great deal of regulatios.
If I were to confine myfelf to the true and proper

' bufinefs of Director General of the hofpital, I thould

have very little concerns with them as regimental Sur-
geons, according to the plan of the Britifh eftablifhment.
It would be principally confined to the receiving fuch
fick from them, into the General hofpital, as they could
not take care of themfelves ; to aflift in the examination
of fuch as offered themf{elves candidates for the places of
Surgeons and-Mates; and to give orders to them to fup-
Ply. themfelves with proper medicinal chefts, for each
regiment, and all the inftraments and implements necef-
fary for them to be provided with, and fee it done.
The making provifion of thofe articles fhould depend
on themfelves ; but they ought to be fupplied with the
means, whether by an allowance of money adequate to
the provifion, or by a ﬂopp’tgc from the mens pay.

I found them, upon enquuy deftitute of every arti-
cle, whether of .medicines, inftruments, bandages or
other implements of furgery ; and not knowing where
to provide what was neceffary, or who to look to for
affiftance. With
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With a view'to promote the fervice all that lay in my
power, 1 have attempted to bring them together, to exa-
mine into the ftate of their wants ; to point out what
they ought to be furnithed with ; to direét them where
to Jook for fupplies; and to bring them under fome
proper régulations.

" To anfwer thefe feveral purpofes, I began, by requeft-
ing the General to iffue out orders for each Surgeon,

to make a return of what medicines he had ep hand..

To my forrow, I muft fay it, excepting two or three
Regiments, the ftock of all the Regiments at Cam-
bridge put together,. would {carcely have made one
good cheft. I procyred all T could get atBofton,and have,
irom thence, and from fome purchafes of thops at Sa-
lem, and fome articles I got at Newport, Norwich and
New-York, furnifhed Regimental chefts to all the Re-
gimental Surgeons, who have hitherto applied, to the
amount of pear twenty ; and am ftill furnithing all the
new regiments that daily come in."" "7 ¢

Ip the next place, I fketched cut a plan of condud&,
for the Surgeons of Regimentsin cale of 2&ion, of
which the General approved, and gave out in orders,
that they fhould attend, and take diretions from

me, on that head *. At the fame time, I defired a re-.

port to be delivered in, of their Surgeons infiruments,
and bandages fit for ufe, agreeable toa form given them

for the purpofe. Fifteen Regimental Surgeons made:

their returns accordingly ;5 from which I have drawn
up one general return, to thew the amount : I fuppofe
them to be, at leaft, as well provided as any others,
that have negleted to pay due attention to the order 3
and do find, that the Regimenis now coming in have
~ Surgeons and Mates, but not one article of medicine,
or any thing in the way of Surgery, but all depend on
me for fupplies.

Thave fketched out, what in my opinion, every Re-
giment ought to be fupplied with, in the way of inftru-
’ : ments,

§* Sce that plan and orders of July 3d, Page 54.

"y
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ments. By comparing this {ketch,with the returns made
for fifteen Regiments, the great want of every thing
eflential to them, as Surgeons, will be evident.

To make amends for their defe@, I am. well off in the
Gen. Hofpital,except ina few particulars. I have provided
10,000 bandages, have fome hundred old fheets, and
a ftock of medicines (tho’ unaflorted ; ) I have of capi-
tal inftruments nearly enough for Hofpital ufe. But,
in the mean time, what is to become of rhe Regimental
Surgeons ? Should I divide my ftores amongft them,
they would be diffipated, and ourfelves left deftitute. To
obferve a medium. I have ordered to be iffued from
the General Hofpital ftores, 6o bandages, 2 fheets, 4
tourniquets, a quantity of lint and tow, and a cheft of
m+dicines, out of what I have collected with the af-
fiftance of the Hofpital Surgeens and Mates, who bare
no proportion, in number, to the Regimental Surgeons
and Mates, (here being, perhaps, 40 Regiments here,)
referving the reft to fupply that particular part of
the army which may fiand in moft need : But of inftru-
ments, I have none to fpare, and I begin to wart fome
capital medicines.— Morcover, fymptoms of a putrid
_fever begin to appear. .

«In this fituation, 1 have called many of the Regi-
mental Surgeons together ; have'had a conference with
them ; defired a deputation from each Brigade ; have
given them a plan of -regulations for Regimental Hof-
pitals, and a form of a memorial, or reprefentation to
Congrefs. They all look to me, for fupplies of every
thing they want : I have no authority for that purpofe.
It is contrary to my judgment to fupply them with all
~ they want. To prove this, I refer you to all who

know any thing of the matter. I refer youto L.

Bafs, in Philadelphia, who knows thefe matters as well

as any man : I refer you toa copy of a letter, on this

fubje&, from a man of experience, which I enclole *.
I muft not, Idurft not tranfgrefs orders, or cxccle_d my
ine
% See’ the next letter.
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line of duty more than difobey, or go contrary to them,

It isthe fame thing. I call for orders. I 4hall fhrink

from no fatigue : Say what is my duty, and to the beft

of my power, I will obey : But leave me not without

orders. Every General, every Colonel of a2 Regiment,
every furgeon in the army think I have full power,

and ample inftruétions, ‘and khow not where to apply
for the relief of their men, if fick or wounded, and

needing uncommon fupplies, if I cannot afford them.

Itis a cruel fituation. My errand to Philadelphia was
to reprefent thefe things ; to fettle the channels of fup-

ply ; to obtain fufficient means, or authority fufiicient
to procure them. I am bound to a fpot: Scarcely
could I obtain permiffion to leave this place, for a
few days, to come to Philadelphia, and lay thefe matters
before you.

Again, I am prefled on the fide of Canada. I have
wrote preflingly om this fubject. T have fent you alet-
ter from Dr. Potts. He fays;, there are 3000 {ick,
coming to Albany. I have not received the leaft an-
fwer, or inftruction from Congrefs ; nor can I give any,
affiftance to that part of the army, without orders or
power. Let them give me orders, whether limited or
" ample, they fhall be obeyed. I will anfwer for my
conduct. ‘ But do not make me nominal Gen. Diredt-
or, and leave me, at the fame time, a deftitute, a help-
lefs one. I have requefted my proportion of the medi-
cines in the hands of Meflieurs 'Delaney and Smith, to’
be kept farced, untouched, fubjct to my order : Per-
~ haps it is too late to repeat the requeft.

I will inclofe this, with a plan obferved by the Bri-
tifh, in the conduct of their General and Regimental
Hofpitals ; and papers to illuftrate and fupport what I
have written ; fufficient to compile fome rules, or forin
fome orders. 1 beg inftrumients may be fent us, par-
ticularly amputating ; crooked needles and fpunge.
The enemy are at hand : The campaign is opening :
I have done all my limited power will allow. I hope,
‘ : ) though



(71)

though late, almoft too late, yet that it is not altgge-
ther {o, either to receive power, inftru@ions, or means
to regulate the affairs of my department. I have done
my duty, in giving the neceflary information for what
is conne&ed with it, and in preparing for the faithful
difcharge of my truft. Inow reft the matter on your
determinations, being, with all poffible regard,

Gentlemen,
Your moft dutiful and obedient Servant,

JOHN MORGAN,

. Norwalk, February 12, 1777.

0 I remember to have heard Do&tor MORGAN

read this letter, about the month of Fuly laf, with feve-

- ral others on the fubject, to fbew what he was then doing,
%o put the Regimental Surgeons on fome better facting. .

W. EusTis, Surgeon in the Gen. Hofp.

THE only letter I received from Mr. Adams, is
~ dated Auguft 5, in which he fays : “ I have received
feveral letters from you, which I fhould have fooner
acknowledged, if I could have found leifure. T took,
however, the neceflary fteps, to have what you re-
quefted, effeéted in Congrefs.” ;

THE letter from 1 gentleman, originally conflulted
by Congrefs, on the eftablithment of the General Hof-
pital, mentioned in the note, page 69 ; being the fame
with that to which I referred General W AS H -
INGTON, inmy memorial page 6, is as follows : -

To



(72 )
To Docror JOHN MORGAN,
Direcror-GENERAL oF THE Gontinental Hofpitals,
&+ CAMBRINRGE'T &k

Philadelphiay February 24, 1776,
SIR,

I AST week, I received yours, of the 1ft inft.
The Regimental Surgeons were never allowed
medicines from the Hofpital, unlefs their own happen-
ed to be expended, from being long encamped in a
part of the country, where none could poffibly be
got : And to prevent their being out of medicines, as
much as poffible, previous to their taking the field, their
medicine chefts were always examined, by order of the
Commander in Chief, by the officers of the Hofpital 3
to fee they were provided with their proper ftores for
the fervice they were going upon, and a report was
made to the Commander in Chief, accordingly.

When it was found proper to deliver them medicines,
they were no more than might ferve them till they went
into quarters, or could be fupplied from any neighbour-
ing place. As TO ANY OTHER STOREs, 1 never
knew them once thought of, or demanded. :

Every Regiment had an Hofpital to itfelf, for flight
‘cafes, which the Surgeon and his Mates took care of ;
the charges of which were always defrayed by the Re-
giment.

The medicinal and chirurgical ftores for the Hofpi-
tal were, for every campaign, fixed and ordered, the
preceeding winter, by the Phyficians, Apothecarics and
Surgeons, in a joint confultation. ‘

To give you our long lifts of medicines, &c. (  on
any expedition laff war, as you requefl,” ) would avail
you little at prefent, as many of the articles are not to

: be
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be had ; nay, I am certain, one half of them might,
at any time, be left out : When you come to town, you
fhall fee them ; They are too long for a letter.

- We always made our own bandages, fplifnsL tourni=
quets, &c. from old linnen, leather, &ec. we fent out
on purpofe. ‘We had never lefs than five hundred old
fheets, and two or three hundred fkins came eut at
once, whichthe Hofpital Mates made into the different
kinds of bandages, &c. in common ufe.

General Gates can inform you, that the eftimates I
gave in for the Hofpitalj including the pay of the offi-
cers, were ten thoufand pounds for the firft fix months,
for ten thoufand men, and in the fane proportion for
alarger number. 3

I am, Sir,

Your moft humble Servant, &c.

The following is a report of what inftru-
ments, bandages, ligatures, tow;, &c. a
Regimental Surgeon and Mate oughtto
have in readinefs, for fervice, in cale of
adtion, fora Regiment, confifting ‘of a
thoufand men ; and fo in proportion.

e

Inftruments for Surgeon Bandages, &c. l Linnen, &z,
and Mate,

A fet of amputating Inftro-] Of Bandages, Rol- Six pair of oid
ments, -confilting ef at] lew, &e. of various| theets, or rags equia
leaft kinds, atleaft 3c0.| valent, for comp:cil=

A large knife, One or two dozen fets| es, &c.

a faw with two blades, of fglints, Liat, 2 or g pounds af

a catline, 3 dczen commen tour-|  leaft; :

K 12 crooked
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12 crooked needles, and niquets, ~ 16 pounds cf fine tow.
a fcrew tcurniquet. 3 ounces of thread, for|6 ounces of fpunge.
A cafe of 6 incifion knives, ligatures, L
2 fets of pocketinflruments,|a peice or two of inch

4 bullet forcipes, wide tape,

an artery forceps, 16 or 18 inches

2 dozen ftrsit needles, fquare of fadler’s-

a paper of pins, leather, and a piece

a cafis of lancetse of fadler's inch wide

girting.

Bandages, tourni-
quets, fplints, &c.
fhould be made by
the Surgeon and J M. ».6
Mate.

~

N the fame packet, with the foregoing letter to the

Medical Committee of Congrefs, page 67; I in-
clofed a variety of papers for their confideration, name-
ly, copies of the inftruétions given to the Regimental
Surgeons July the third, page 54 ; of their intended
memorial to Congrefs, page 62; of the regulations
propaefed and agreed upon with them, for the allow-
ance of Regimental Hofpitals, page 64; of the pre-
ceeding letter, from a gentleman at Philadelphia, very
converfant in the fubje&, to fhew what were the ufages
and cuftoms of the General Hofpiral, in the Britith fer-
~ vice ; and particularly to declare what kind of ftores,
and under what circumftances, the Regimental Sur-
~ geons were allowed to draw from the General Hofpi-
Aal in that fervice, page 72 ; and of the foregoing re-
port of inftruments and bandages neceffary for every

Regiment, page 73 ; together with copies of the dif-.
ferent diet tables, and other regulations of the General

" Hofpital. Thefe were feverally indorfed and numbered,
" being calculated for the purpofe, and intended to an-
fwer the promife I had made his Excerrency GE-
neraL WASHINGTON, in the beginning of my let-
ter to him, of March, page 323 by explaining the na-
ture, both of the General and Regimental Hofpitals ;
pointing

-
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pointing out the ufes and proper government of esch
their feparate and diftinét defigns ; the means of fup-
. plying the Regimental, and rendering them more ufe-
ful, by placing them in a due fubordination to the Ge-
_neral, Hofpitals. I'did not doubt the works being ac-
ceptable, both to the General and the Congrefs, as it
might be fuppofed, they were not much verfed them-

* fclves, in thefe matters ; with which, however, it was

neceflary for the good of the fervice, they fhould be
acquainted.

I'o underftand the better what were the ufes of the
copies of the different diet rables, and of other regu-
lations of the General Hofpital, which accompanied my
letter to the Mcdical Committee of Congrefs ; and to
demonftrate, at the fame time, what pains I was at, to
introduce method and exaétnefs into every branch of
the department entrufted to my care, as I have omitted
to mention the particulars before, it will be very proper

. to take notice, in this place, of the fteps I had taken
for that purpofe, when at Cambridge.

So foon after my arrival in the army as to have been
able to take a review of the ftate, in which the General
Ho'pital then was, I appointed a meeting of the Hof-
pital Surgeons, to take under confideration the proper
fteps to be purfued for the better government of the
Hofpital. I, therefore, in the firft place, fhewed them
my commiffion, with the inftrutions - from Congrefs
for the eftablithment of the General Hofpital; I ex-
plained to them my idea, of the duties of the feveral
officers, and gave them a form of the various returns
which I expelted to be made, on the various occafions
of the Hofpital. T laid before them the different diet
tables that were in ufe, in the General Hofpital of the
Britith army, laft war, as well as thofe in the different
Hofpitals of London and Weftminfter, with all the re-
gulations obferved, in each diftiné part and office, for
the government of St. [homas’s Hofpital, which I had

procured at the time I was pupil there, under the cele-.
brated
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brated Phyficians, Milner, Akenfide and Ruflell, and
brought with me to the army. b

With thefe regulations before us, compared with the
nature and difeafes of the climate, and thofe incident
10 an army, with the provifions of the country, and
manner of living, aswell as the nature of our eftablifh-
mens; feveral fets of rules were drawn wup for the bet-
ter ‘regulating of our own Hofpitals, and particularly

for afcertaining, and enforcing the duties of the Sur-

geons, the Mates, the Apothecaries; the Stewarts, the
Matron and Nurfes, the -Waiters and Attendants ; and
alfo rules for the obfervance of the Patients. It would
protract this piece, to too great a length, were I to in-
dert them here : Itherefore content myfelf, with taking
notice, that the perfefting themy was a work of time
and of mature reflexion, which would do no difcredit
to any of the gentdemen that were concerned in the

performance, were I to publifh them-at large. AndI™

muft, to de juflice tothis tafk enjoined them, which
swas fubnfitted to: my own correions, obferve, that it

was the means of introducing that exadtitude in duty,

and that better ceconomy and difcipline into the Ge-
meral Hofpital, that were wanted, as might be naturally
cxpected ;° by means-of which, all the proper bufinefs
of the Hofpital was afterwards conduted with more
yegularity; eafe and fatisfa®tion to the officers, and

-greater beneficand advantages to the patients ; all which

‘were much wanted, in ‘2ll the tranfactions I have ever
had with the Regimental Surgeons. :

This I thought a proper employment for a Direéor
Geaeral; and deferving the ‘attention of the Congrefs
and Commander in Chief. - I therefore difpatcbed them
to the General, by return of one of his {ervants, fent

to engage me to come to Head-Quarters, for his peru--

fal at firft, and then to be forwarded to Congrefs;
hoping he would be pleafed to {fecond my letter to Con-
grefs, with fome reprefentation from himfelf, of the
neceflity of adopting thefe, or fome other regulations
: et to °
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to anfwer the intention, for which thefe papers might
ferve ‘as a proper foundation on which to proceed.
They were accompanied with a note to Colonel Reed
the Adjutant-General, in which I wrote as follows :

S'4y ‘R,

I imagine the - annexed regulations, &c. for the
eftablithment, management and fupplies of the Regi-
mental Hofpitals, will be of great ufe in the army, and
tend to remove the frequent complaints of Regimental
Surgeons, refpedting ‘the want of fome better provi-
fion for the fick under their care, and enable them to
difcharge their duty with more CHEARFULNESS, and
"ADVANTAGE to the fervice.

They are fubmitted with the Memorial &c. to Con-
grefs, to General Wathington’s perufal, if he has time
to confider them, for his approbation It will appear
on reading them, thatthofe, or fome fuch regulations,
are much wanted, and cannot take place, unlefs they
have-his fan&ion in General Orders.

Perhaps you may have fo much leifure as to examine
the feveral enclofed papers, and communicate the fub-
ftance of them to the General, if he is not {ufficiently
difengaged to look over them, himfelf. 1 intend,
agreeeable to your defire, to be at Head-Quarters early,
'to come at two o'clock, that there may be fometime
for converfing on this fubje&, before dinner.”

I requefted, that after the General had fatisfied him-
felf in refpe& to the contents of thefe papers, they
might be forwarded with his difpatches to Congrels.

WHEN next I had an opportunity of fpeaking with
the General, and fuppofed he might haye acquainted
himfelf with the purport and  efign of thofc papeis, I
‘took the liberty of afking his opinion of them. e
had been greatly hurried, as I conld perceive by the
number of applicants to himfelf, on a varicty of b{uﬁ-
LR nefs
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gefs, of different departments. His anfwery therefore,

was fuch as might be expeéted, couched in the follow-
ing interrogatory : How can you think, I have time
to read over fuch a bundle of papers? I told him I
was {enfible of his fituation, and how precious his time
was ; that the reafon of my troubling him with fo much
writing, was that he might not be interrupred by long
confultations, though on the moft neceflary matters
but be able to make himfelf mafter of the fubjedt,
when moft at leifure to confidér it, with the means be-

fore him : I informed him as bricfly as poffible, of the

general contents, and what I had written to the Adju-
tant General, in whofe abilities he placed great confi-
dence ; and concluded with a requeft, that if he thould
not have leifure fhortly, to read them over himfelf, that
he would refer them to Colonel Reed, or any other

perfon he chofe, to give him an account of them, that

fome orders might iffue in confequence : They related
to important matters, and nothing could be. done in
them, without his orders, on which he let me know,
that I thould hear from him foon, on the bufinefs they
were intended to recommend to his netice.

I think it was that very day, the refolves of Con-

grefs, July 17th, came to hand, and were communicated

to me, of which I obtained a certified copy from the
Adjutant-General, and another, about four days after-
wards from Colonel Robert H. Harrifon, Secretary to
the General, which bears date July 26, 1776.

In the mean time, the Regimental Surgeons, who
were impatient to know the General’s mind, that they
might take their meafuies accordingly, for making a
perfonal application to himfelf, which they judged

would anfwer as well as applying to Congrefs ; or for

forwarding the memorial and petition to €ongrefs, as

might appear moft fuitable, on knowing his mind ; were

made acquainted with the beforementioned refolves.

"Thefe refolves produced a general difguft in the Regi-

mental Surgeons, as they anticipated, and might pre-
” ‘ vent
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vent the fuccefs of any application to Congrefs at that
time ; and cut them off from all prefent hopes of car-
rying into execution, their favourite fcheme of having
Regimental Hofpitals under their own management,
furnifhed and {upplied to their withes 3 and from the
expetation of handling public monies.

The chagrin and bitternefs of fpirit which they ma-
nifefted on this occafion, is inexpreflible ; and every
mean artifice that could be devifed, was carried into
execution by fome of them, to ceunterad, and, if pot-
fible, to evade thofe refolves. They gave proof indeéd,
that, for the infamy of it, deferves to be recorded, to
. what degrees of weaknefs, blindnefs and folly, men
deftitute of the principles of honour and honefly will
.be tranfported, by a falfe pride, and the difappointment
of fecret and ambitious views, when they prefer the
gratification of their own defires, however unjuft, to
the intereft of the caufe they are engaged to promote,
if oppofed to each other. * But I fhall defer giving the
p rticulars, till I have firft communicated a letrer, which
with a view to ferve thofe ungratefal men all in my
power, I wrote to General Wafhington, ard is as fol-
lows :

New-York, Fuly 23, 1776.

Foligis sBExoELe ENicy

GenErAL WASHINGTON,

SUR R

T H E Congrefs having com= into 2 number of re-

folves refpeéting the General Hofpital, &c. I find
that one of them, as it now ftands, gives great uneafi-
nels to the Regimental Surgeons. It is that which pro-
hibits them from drawing upon the Hofpital of their
department for any ftores, except medicines and inftru-
ments ; and orders, that when any fick perfon fhall

require
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réquire other ftores; they fhall be received into the Ge-
neral Hofpital, and the rations of the faid fick perfons
be ftopped, {o long as they are in the faid Hofpital.
The Regimental Surgeons feem to think, if this re-
folve thould remain as it now ftands, without any pallid-
tive conftiudion in favor of fupplying the fick, under
their care, with neceflary articles of dict, &c. (for nd
provifion is made by any of thefe refolves for changin
the diet of the fick, and their rations. would be very
improper diet ) they have nothing left, but immediate-
ly to order the whole of their fick inte the General
Hofpital. What would be the confequence ? Inftead
of about three hundred, which is the prefent number
of the fick in the General Hofpital, it would imme-
diately amount to two thoufand or upwards, and thie
numbers increafe every day. DBut where we fhall get
room for them, is the difficulty 3 and in cafc of an ac-

tion, and many perfons being wounded, that difficuly 1
would increafe : The General Hofpital would be crowd-
ed, and the Regimental Surgeons, who profefs their ar- X

dent defire of being ufefully employed, would complain
of having nothing to'do. Rut what is the worlt part
of it, as the dyfentery, and fevers of a putrid kind now

prevail 3 the crowding fo many together into the Gene-

ral Hof(pital,would certainly engender a malignant, pefti-
lential fever, that would threaten the ruin of the army.

Thefe difficulties, in my opinion, might for the pre-
fent, be got over in ane of thefe two ways, the choice
of which is left to your Excellency.

e n.iﬁ

v

:

e

3
f

The firft, is by adopting a fet of regulatiens, drawn

up and agreed upon, betwixt the Regimental Surgeons
and myfelf, (if it met with your Excellency’s approba-
tion,) and which Ilaid before your Excellency, a fort-
night ago, for your confideration.

Otherwife, let the Regimental Surgeons be fuffered
to keep fuch men in their own Regimental Hofpitals,
under their own care, whofe cafes would endanger the
fpreading of putrid and infeltious diftempers.  Let

them
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them be reported to, and born on the lift of patient$
admitted into, the General Hofpital,but remain with the
Regimental Surgeons, under their care : Then their
rations will be {topped, difcounted with the Commiffz-
ry-General, and in lieu thereof, theéy will receive fup-
plies of fuch arcicles, as the General Hofpital can fur-
nith them with ; of wine, vinegar, molafles, meal, &¢.
which I believe would not far exceed the amount of
thofe rations : This would anfwer to a plan I propofed
to your Excellency laft winter, and which was approv-
gd : Your Excellency only wifhed then, thatfome me-
thod might be taken to prevent the rations of the fick
being twice drawn. [ apprehend that matter is fully
guarded againft, by the method pointed out by the 6th
refolve of Congrefs, of July 17, on the fubject of the G.
Hofpital. The firft method would give the greateft fa- -
tisfaction,not only to the Regimental Surgeons,but to tlie
officers, and to the men ; and an experiment would be
" made of the real expence attending Regimental Hofpi-
tals, and every caufe, or even fthadow of complaint,
vanith : It would encourage the foldier in his duty,
and if it is found, on trial, fubje& to any abufe, E
imagine that abufe could be eafily remedied, by future
. regulations, or a ftoppage in-thie men’s pay, at the time
of a new enliftment. i
The prefent increafe of the fick is a férious matter,
and requirés a fpeedy remedy. I regret the calling for
your Excellency’s attention (for ever {o fhorta time)
to my department ; but, I flatter myfelf, the importance
of the fubjeét, and the advantages which may accrue
to the fervice from it, will evince the neceflity, aad
be a {ufficient apology for it.
I remain, bt 2
Your Excellency’s moft obedient,
and very humble Servant,

JOHN MORGAN.
L ANY
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ANY man of the lealt knowledge of the world,
that vefle@s ever fo little, will readily own, how dlfa-
_greeable a piece of bufinefs it muft be, for any gentle-
man, to break in upon a2 Commander in Chief, circum-
ftanced as General WASHINGTON was, with fo

_great a burden of managing an army of undifciplined

men, in which the nature and extent of the various

' departments were {o unfettled, and fo few officers

knew their duty, and therefore teized  with numberlefs
applications, which muft make him, at times, un-
avoidably, more difficult of accefs ; and to importune
him repeatedly on bufinefs, which is fuppofed to be
already fettled, cither by his own orders, or thofe of
Congrefs, muft be very irkfome.

After reading the foregoing letter, can therc Hhe 1

a perfon found, who will not allow that I exerted
myfelf to the very utmoft in favour of the Regiment-

al Surgeons, to ferve them to the cxtent of my abi-
llty, and after thofe repeated exertions, and fteady
perfeverance at all times, to. promote their reafonable

wifhes, as far as was confiftent with my duty, even in
oppefition to the fentiments of the General and Con-

refs, when theirs did not agree with my own fenti-
’ g Y,

ments 3 was not the ingratitude and wickednefs of thofe

Regimental Sur geons of the deepeft dye ; becaufe Iwould'
. not facrifice to their i importunate craving, the duty of my

ftation, and the truft repofed in me, as well as the com-
mands of my fuperiors ; to be gun]ty, ss they were,
of private cabals and fecret conipiracies, (of which I

have lately received full proof,) to injure my cha- =

rafter, and mifreprefent my condudt, with a view,

if poflible, to ruin me, for ever, in the public
eﬁeem ?

TH AT none may imagine I wifhed to reduce the

.Regimental Surgeons to any improper -dependence on
- myfelf, which might be affigned as a reafon for their

Oonﬁtxon to me, I think fit to declare, that I never
fought
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{ought for any authority over them, inconfiftent with
their true intereft, or upon any occafion, that I was
not compelled to affume.  On the contrary, I declined
_ thofe occafions that frequently offered, of making them
more dependent upon me, than I knew would be agreea '
ble to themfelves, ever fince they had taken exceptions
to the General’s public. order at Cambridge, that no
Regimental Surgeons fhould receive commiffions in
the army to be raifed,for the time to come, till they had
fubmitted to fuch examination of their abilities, as I
thought neceflary ; and had found means to evade it,
by prevailing with their Colonels, who (I have been
informed) had blank commiffions by them, to fill them
up with the names of the former Surgeons, withont
any regard to that erder. Yetif I had ever made any
reprefentation of this matter to the General, I am con-
_ vinced, he would not have fuffered his own orders to
‘have been difpenfed with, in f{o extraordinary a man-
ner. So far was he from defiring to enlarge their pow-
ers, or to leflen my suthority, that he was pleafed to
propofe it to me, himfelf, in one of the laft confer-
ences, I had with him, on the fubjeét of regulating
the Regimental Surgeons, in order to make them more
abfolutely dependent upon me, that they thould receive
warrants at my hands only, for actingin that ftation.
_ This propofal I declined, on purpofe to avoid the envy
~ that would attend fo much power, and the confequent
mifconftru&ions that, I was confident, would be paffed
" on the moft perfeét and upright ufe, that any man, in
my poft, could make of it. I was defirous. to avoid
giving room for jealoufies to a fet of men, of fuch tur- -
bulent and refradtory tempers, as I difcovered fome of
“them to be, and of which I experienced the ill effedts
in the inftances I have already, and am further to re-
late, of Mr. Story.
'He once called upon me, on bufinefs of Colonel

Little’s Regiment, foon after my arrival from Cam-
% : in

\ .
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bridge to New- York, when I had not yet laid afide all
thoughts of ﬁmfhmg the tafk began ar Cambridge, on
the gencral’s order, to e¢xamine the Regimental Sur-
geons, with a view to confirm thofe who were qualified
tfor the office, and to report fuch as were deficientin
education, or abilities. . He had been previouily re-
prefented to me, as.a mere firebrand 3 and as one that
was not thought to be properly qualiﬁcd for a Sur-
geon’s place 3 whether juftly, or not, I fhall not pre-
fume ro fay, as I never proceeded to any examination
of his abilities. ‘I afked him whether he acted as Sur-
geon to that Regiment : He rold me that he did. On
reminding him of the General's order, for examining. ,
the Regimeotal Surgeons, ‘he behaved in a very info-
lent,and impertinent manner,giving me to know, ‘“ that
he had his commiffion already. no thanks to me, which
was as vilid, and of as good authority as my own, and .
that, truw, he never would fubmit to any cxammauon §
of mine” | AL i¥
Had I been dxfpofﬁd to treat hxm as he mer:ted om
that occafion, I imagine he would have found that [ %
could calfily have obliged him, to it, or to quit the fers"
vice : But peace was my objeét. . This made me pafs &
over his prefent rudenels of behavxdur ; and encourags .
€d him 1z thofe: fubfequent acts-of 'infolence, and dll-r;g
honourable condué@. which,1 believe,tcok their rife from
th- above caufe 5 and if he. was not always at the bot-
tom, yet he : always {‘wwcd Limfelf to be one of the g
mofl violent agiiators!: ‘and fomentors of dxﬁurbanccs, s
that | have ever met with, 4 < .. viad
i* If T may be allowed to mention, in this place, what I
rake 10 be the true caufes of the malevolence of the Re= '+
srcental Surgeonsagainft me ;5 they were 1ft, my difal-
towingrhem to draw ftores, at pleafure,from the G.Hof-
pital 5:2dly, my having recommended it to the General to
require fome proof of the qualifications of thofe men,whe
wese tobe entrufted with the lives of the fick and wound- @
ed foldxcry, for whxch many of thcm were confcxgus of
their

& v
¢
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their being found unequal to the tafk,if they were obliged
to fubmit to the inquiry ; and 3dly, it wasa reccived
opinion of theirs, that the refolve of Congrefs, ¢ that
the Hofpital Surgeons and Mates fhould take rank of
the Regimental Surgeonsand Mates,” was owing to me.
Thefe were unpardonable fins, which they were deter-
mined never to forgive nor forget. From the day thefelaft
refolutions of Congrefs were known, they left no fcheme
untryed to injure my character, and mifreprefent my
conduct: Of this I have had the ftrongeft affurances
from fome gentlemen, who, fince my difmiffion, and
not before, have informed me of their having received
application frem thofe men to join them in their cabals
and confpiracy againft me ; who were ftruck with a-
ftonifhment at the propofal,and from the refpe& which,
they were pleafed to fay, they entertained for my 'cha-
rater and condudt, endeavoured to diflwade them from
their wicked purpofes, and to convince them that I had
thewn, in a very ftriking manner, my inclination to
ferve them, in the memorial and propofals I had drawn
tp for that purpofe, and the letters I had written to
Congrefs and the General, in their favour ; but being
bound to at agreeable to’my orders, it was not in.my
power to fwerve from them. It wasthe hope of having
prevailed with them, by thefe remonftrances, to lay
afide their intentions, and their ceafing to importune
them further on the fubjeét, that inclined them to
make no mention of this affair to me, till they after-

- wards learned they had, though fecretly, put their de-
figns into execution,: with a fuccefs that amazed them,
.~ The a&s they purfued to fruftrate the intentions of
- Congrefs, and to force me to a compliance with their
meafures ; were firft, a neglet of reporting the fick
for admiffion into the General-Hofpital ; the next was
their leaving their proper pofts with their refpetive Regi-
ments,and carrying the fick to a diftance from the army,
where they {uffered much, and afcribed all the ill effeis

of their mifconduét, to my not receding from the re-
N A \ folutions
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folutions of Congrefs: ‘And again, their infufing jea.
loufies and groundlefs fufpicions into fuch officers as
they could influence by their reprefentations, and at-
tempting, by that means, to miflead the General Offi-
" cers and Members of Congréfs, to my prejudice,
Whatever mifchances happened to the fick” from their
own perverfenefs, or ignorance, were laid by them at
my door, as one fo wedded to his own plan, as not to
yield to the united voice of all the Regimental Sug-
geens, to come into their meafures. And, true it is,
my perfeverance in what I conceived to be my duty,
and for the good of the fervice, was unfhaken ; nor
could any confideration “induce me to deviate from the
commands of my fuperiors 3 although, had the Con-

grefs feen fit to alter tneir refolves, i fome. particu.
lars, T fhould have thought it would have been for the -

better, as my letters fully prove. :

I am now led, in theorder of events, to lay before
the public,fome fpecimensof the wickednefs of that fetof
men, in ‘counterfeiting, caballing, and endeavouringto
make impreflions upon General Officers and others, i
their favour, and to my prejudice.

And firft, asto their acto counterfeiting, and pafling

what they had counterfeited as a refolve of “ongrefs. "
'Having already mentioned the chagrin and bitternefs
of fpirit, which many of them difcovered, on knowin? )

the refolves of Congrefs, July 17 ; which cut off al

their immediate hopes to effect their favorite fchcme,,:éf, '
- having Regimental Hofpitals allowed them, on fuch 2
footing, as to enable them to accumulate ftores at
pleafure, and to give them fome difpofal of public mo- /
nies ; it is to be remarked, that what compleated their
chagrin was, the determination of Cengiefs, which =
had before raifed the pay of themfelves and Mates, 0
increafe that of the Hofpital Surgeons and Mates, which
was always more than theirs, in fuch proportion as thcy‘ 2.
thought proper ; but what above all things kindied -
their malice and refentment was, that the Congrefs, in

the

'nl'l.
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the fame vote, had alfo refolved, that the Hofpital Sur-
geons and Mates fheuld take rank of Regimental Sus-
geons and Mates, as beforementioned, ice page 29.
Liet it be remembered, than, to the perpetual infamy
of the mean fcandalous. fet who were guilty of it, that
upon my furnifhing them with a copy of thofe re-
folves, for the information of all the Surgeons in the
army, they made an alteration in the copy of the eighth

. refolve, by leaving out the particle ¢f, and fubftituting

the word with in its place, which made ‘an entire

" change of the meaning of that refolve, into another

of 2n oppofite figrification. thus foifting in a brat of
their own begetting, to ufurp the authority of a vote
of Congrefs, they difcovered what their fecret machi-
nations tended to continually, as if this filly device
could ferve the purpofe of their wifhes, to lower the

‘eftimation of the General-Hofpital, and raife them-

felves into imaginary confequence.
After paffing this counterfeit 1efolve, and circulat-

_ing it brifkly, two of their champions, the famous

Doétor Story, and an aflociate of his, with a view to’'
infult the gentlemen of the Hofpital, went about, ex-

~ulting in imaginary triumph, to vent their reproachful

"

** language againft them, and thereby had nearly accom-

- plithed what they were intent upon ; which was, to
* make' their fituation fo difagreeable, notwithftanding

* they never interfered with them, as to induce them ra-

ther to quit a ftation that was rendered fo irkfomeé by

~ them, rather than be fubject to fuch infolence of con-

dut. One of thofc gentlemen was Do&tor Warren,
(brother to the deceafed General Warren,) a gentle-
man, who was fo happy, asto gain:the efteem of all

“who knew him, by his underftanding. his humanity,

his affable and polire behaviour, avd his great affiduity

and attention’ to difcharge the duties of ' his ftation :

He was at that time a&ing in the place of a Dirc&tor of

the Military Hofpitals at Long-Ifland, (where, ameng

others, .Colonel Little’s Regiment was potted;) with the
title
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title and pay only of Surgeon in the General Hofpital,
in which he had given great fatisfaction to General
Green, and every officer of rank at Long-l{land, who
always {poke of him; to me, in high terms of appro-
bation.  On which, it may not be amifs, tranfiently, to
confider this, asa full proof how falutary thofe orders
were, which I had given, for providing for the relief
and comfortable accommodations of the fick at 'Long.
Ifland, as well as the efficacy with which they were car-
ried into execution, by the wildom 2nd prudence of
the officer who managed the Hofpital department there,
by my inftructions. ;

Difappointed in their malicious defigns, in the firft, -
they defilted not from other, attempts, to perplex the

officers of the General Hofpital ; and till their aims
were accomplithed, a party of them determined to
leave nothing undone, which they could have hopes

of effetting, to produce a prevailing uneafinefs and dif*

content in the General Hofpital. - ;
In confequence of my letter to General Wathing-

ton, of July 25th, in favour of the Regimental Sur.

geons, the Adjutant-General called upon me, by his

Excellency’s command, to confider how far theirsand

my requeft could be granted, confiftently with the in-
tention of Congrefs, without fetting afide their re-

folves. On which, fuch General Orders were iffied
out July 28, as I thought would afford them fome fa-
tisfaftion, if the good of the fervice was what they

had in view, and not their own private advantage and
emolument.  But I was grealy miftaken in this fup-
pofition : They were allowed Regimental Hofpitals
under certain reftrictions ; amongft which one was, a

power given me to {fend Hofpital Surgeons to vifit their
Hofpitals,to prevent crowding them, and keeping more

fick on hand, than they could take good care of, who

were to be judges what patients were proper objects for,

and directed to receive them into the General Hofpital,

They clamoured exceedingly, drew up an appli-
cation |

’
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cation to the General on that head, which was laid bes
fore a Council 'of General Officers ; and fome farther
' points given up to them, by a General order of Auguft
" the third. The infolence of a party of the Regiment-
" al Surgeons rofe, in proportion, as they were gratified
' in any conceflions made to them, by the officers of the
' Hofpital, for the fake of peace 3° who never vifited
 their fick, on that account, but fubmitted to receive
“ them, as they faw fit to report, and fend them to the
' General Hofpital, rather than give room for fuppofing
_ they had any contention, with the Regimental Surgeons 3
% Tn truth they had not ; unlefs the fire which was kept-
< ;*up, on one fide only, by a faltious part - of the Regi-
~mentul Surgeons, could be calied a contention, and to
“ the keeping up of which, the Hofpital Surgeons only
' contributed by their patience, and fuffering fora while,
* for the good of the fervicé, thofe men to fport them-
" {elves, without interruption, in their unreafonable pur-
"' fuits, ‘or by oppofing them eonly, with gentle remon-
 ftrances. Ifthis is contention, itis of that fort of which
W e Juvenal, in his fatyr, gives a lively defcription, ¢ ubi
"% tu calcasy ego vapulo tantum,” or n which onefide re-
- ceives, and the other gives all the blows. :
' At length, the fenfe of what was due to themfelves
" ‘wrought fo far upon the two eldeft of the Holpital
Surgeons, Dr. Fofter and ,Dr. Warren, who princi-
,i"’l’ pally experienced the inf{olence of thofe men ; that, be-
"% ing unwilling to endure it further, and equally un-
I"’ willing to be concerned im any difputes with them,
% they chofe rather to quit their prefent .ftations: The
" former let me know his intention to leave the fervice 3
¥ 8and the lattery in a genteel, manly and fenfible letter,
¢ made known to me his fituation, and the refolutions
into which this conduct of theirs, had forced him :
W He reprefented to me, what he had experienced from
#%5 the rude and ungovernable temper of this fet of
# " men ; that, not content with the determination of

Congrefs ‘and the General orders refpelting them, they
X M weig

»
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were ever reftlefs, and ever making new and unautho=
rized demands, inconfiftent with the peace and good
government ot the Geaeral Hofpital ; that they were
feeking continual occafions for difpute and differences;;
and as they found the gentlemen of the Hofpital did
'not chufe, on every occafion, which they knew how
to call forth for matter of difputation,to trouble either me.
orthemfelves with frequent references of their difputes,
they would gradually gainone point after another, tifl =
all their enus were, at laftanfwered, in the {ubverfion and

ruin of the General Hofpital. In this' fituation, as\
there were daily expettations of the enemys landing

at Long-Ifland he flattered himfelf, he could bei.
more ufeful in the military, than in the hofpi-.
tal department, thus circumftanced-; and requefted
my permiffion, that he might refign his place in the
General Hofpital, and be allowed to a& as a volun-
teer, upon the approaching action. g

To have been deprived of the affiftance of thofe
gentlemen, at fo critical a time, whofe places I could -
not have fupplied, with others of equal experience ir
the conduding of Military Hofpirals, on the plan of
the Congrefs, would have thrown the'depirtment into
that confufion, which a defigning party were bufy to
excite, in hopes, by fithing in troubled waters, to de-
rive thofe advantages to themfelves, in the accom-‘*&
plithment whereof, their wifhes feemed to center. BY&
. ‘explaining to the gentlemen of the Hofpital, the mifs"
take into which this perverfe' condué of the partyhad.
led them, and by {upporting their authority, in a
proper mapner, on every occafion, they were con-
tented to ‘continue in their ftations. b
The next meafures thofe men chofe to take, as I
have fince learned, from information that I can depend
upon, was to intereft fuch officers, over whom they 1;"?1
had, or could acquire any influence, to make repre-
fentations, in their behalfy to Members of Congrels,

\ ; and

1
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and to the General. Ihave caufe to belicve this was

often done to the former, without my having the leaft
intelligence of their proceedings :  Of courle, I had it
not in my power  to explain mattérs, that ought to be
known, or to obviate objections, however ill founded.
I muft, in juftice to the General, acknowledge, 1 have
no fufpicion that his Ixcellency ever fuffcred me to re-
main long ignorant of any reprefentations, that were
made to impeach my condud, by which I was, in all
the inftances I knew; enabled to anfwer in my juftifi-
cation to him, and I hope fatisfactorily. But I cannot
fay fo of the Congrefs ; for, fo far from giving me any

" information of any fuch tranfallion, the Members of
" whom I bave made eaquiry, carefully evaded it : Of

which I {hall have occafion to make more particular
mention, in its proper place. 2
The reprefentations, in favour of Regimental Sur-

. geons, which were calculated to injure me ; befides

dwelling on the diffatisfaltion which the Regimental
Surgeons had infufed into many of thejr men, on
groundlefs pretences, and which made fome, who knew
nothing of the General Hofpital themfelves, exprefs

_ their diflike againft being fent to it 3 commonly fet
‘forth, that it would be highly prejudicial to the fervice,

when a new army was to be raifed ;—that the fick could
not be comfortably accommodated in Regimental Hof-

; pitals. The fact is, many of the officers had been
chofen, as it were, by the men, who had not a regard to,

~ or any confideration of merit, in that choice, or any

4
'

fix

Jove of difcipline, but were attached to the perfons of
the officers they chofe, in proportion to the knowledge
they had of their being men of the fame mean, fordid,

_grovelling difpofition, with many of themfelves ; void of

‘the fentiments of brave foldiers, love of lionour . and

¥

" of liberty on principle, but ready to aflociate with them

on a footing of equality 3 who would drink drams with
them, allow them to plunder, or eéxempt them from
duty, when they did not feel themfelves, ¢ baidfo ﬁglg,’,’,
; ; bt A : . e
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find who had no objection to fill the army with mahg-- 4
herers, public extortioners and cowards. e
Here a fhocking group of difagreeable faQls prefent =
to my remembrance, in reflefting upon the expedients =
that have been made ufe of to m‘xfe troops, and the
fhameful confequences. it isa fa&, 1 believe too ge« =
nerally known to be difputed, that in or der to engage /
inen to enter move readily into the fervice, officers cons &
miffions were allowed to men, whole ranks were to be
determined by the number of levies they could - ralfe.n’ff
Prudence, courage, conduét, education. experience, ta- s
lents, or fitnefs to éommand, were not the requilites for
officers:  No wonder, then, that fuch kind of men were
~cholen officers, as many of them were; men of the
meaneft figure and capacity, fuch as they termed civile
fellows, but in firiétnels of meaning, Major Sturgeons,
Or efrant ]er\y Sneaks, with nofes of wax, {o very ph-‘b
ant as to be governed by the privates, and many ofis
thofe, if we may judge of caufes by effeéts, had little
¥iew by entering the {ervice but to make money, by fafs
tening themfelves,as leeches,on every thing, from which
they could draw pclf And therefore it was no vn
fual thing, as T have been often told, when a compan
was forming, for the men to chufe thof'c from amongft
themfelves, for officers, who confented to throw their pay
inio joint ftock with the privates, from which, com-
miflioned and non-commiffioned- officess 3 Captam,
Lieutenants, Enﬁgns, ‘Serjeants and Corporals,  with
drummers and privates, drew equal fhares. Some
thofc, who confented to be privates for one fix weel
three months, or fix moenths, ‘as 1t happened, expeé
ing to have their turn to command, on a new enli
ment, and perhaps to command thofe very men who
were now their officers.
What was to be expeéted from fuch men and oﬁicers, By
under no difcipline, butto run away, by whole compa~
" hies, at -the appearance of 2 handful of the enemy.
'lel any man dcny this to bc a fal? I will appealto |
one

b3
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one inftance, out of many. At the approach of an ad«
* vanced party of the Britith troops, after the landing at
" York Ifland, about three hundred of the men, who
# were advantaoeouﬂy ftationed for oppofing them, re-
. treated,without giving fire,with great precipitation ; or,
. in common language, ran-away : They were met by
- Glover’s Regiment, which ftopped their flight : As was
' no usufual thing, on being charged with cowardice, the
‘common men caft the reproach from themfelves on their
" officers, declaring it to be their faults, who, inftead of
. putting themfelves at the head of the men, and leading
i ihcm onto the attack, or there fuftaining the charge
like foldiers, werc the firft to fcamper 6ff, leaving their
.;'somPany, to fly to fuch places of hfety as they could 8
&Thc ofﬁcers of Colonet Glover’s regiment, oné of the
-« beft corps’s in the fervice, and who werg indeed gentle-
en, immediately obliged the fugitive officers and fol-
“diers, equaily, to turn into the ranks with the foldiers
of Glover’s regiment, and obliged the trembling wretch-
es, to march back to the ground they had quitted. I-
have been an eye-witnefs, my{elf, to whole battalions
nening off from Powle’s-Hook, and the heights of
‘Bergen, upon the firing of a broad. fide from a man of
" war, in her failing down the North River to join the
F;¢ fleet below, ‘when obliged to remove from her ftation,
1o avoid a fire-thip, a]thoug'1 not a man was hurt by
" that fire. Thefc doughty champions never ftopped till
they came to Second River, but forced away tgc very
waggons that were imprefled. to tranfport the fick, and
v thofe wounded at Long- Ifland, to Newark ; to carry off
é’g‘; themf{elves and b'\ggaﬂe, for many of them. chofe to
~ ride, to fave their legs, in cale of being more I]Car]y
4 purfucd A cannon being planted in the camcway,
~ that commanded the ferry at Second River, was point-
~ed towards them, by an officer of artillery, who com-
“manded there ; and who threatened to mow them down,
‘if-they did not return to their pofts. © What was their
next {hxft ? They betook themfelves to a ferry a mile
above :




and" ““‘that he might not be prejudicial to the fervice,

. ed amongft ourfelves, but: reprinted in the New-¥

- Whether giving ear to the unreafonzble clamou

cwith them, again{t the exprefs commands of' Con

( ?4 ) ’;‘:f

above : ' The boats happened to be on the other fide, *
but within reach of ‘their fhot ; on which, being fe
ful of any delay, they called gut to ‘the férrymen, to
haiten' over with their boats, or they would difcha
avolley upon them ; and thus, thecy made good'th
retreat | o i
When fuch were the efficersy is it to be. wonden
at, or rather is it to be believed? But how incred
foever it may appear to thofe at'a diftance, it is an lin
difputable truth, that a Captain was tried and broke,by
a Court-Martial, for ftealing his foldiers blankets,
minutes of 'which Court-Martial are not only pub

or Newport papers ; ‘and one officer, in the fiace of 't
General’s family, and many officers of diftinction, was
found fhaviog his meny a&ing in fo menial a ca
long after ‘the . retrcats from Long-Hland and
York, whether for'the' pence hecould colleét;
he might ftand a chance of intereft and prefe

a new army was to be raifed;” let cafuifts determ

fuch men as thefe, and the gratifying them, by in
gences' in their {fenfelefs demands,  difmifling an |
of diftinguithed rank and trufk, for non-compli

was the moft likely mezns of prometing the fery
procuriag refpet and venefation for the Congre S it

feif, time will manifeft, credat Fudeus, non ego ;
~ “What inftances of thieving, plundering and o
fion, both in officers and men, have come to my
Tedge, that would difgrace the lawlefs Arab, the bart
rous Scythian, the rude Goth, or wild and favage'
tar 3 ‘who fpare their own, when théy war on their ene
mies ! : v o A

¢ Birds prey on birds, fifh on each other prey,
¢ But man alone, does kindred man betray.”
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I'was prefent when a lady from Weft-Chefter, lodg-
‘ed,'a complaint with a General Officer, againt a
Captain of the regiment of artificers, who had got into
‘her hounfe, and! under pretence of proteéting her, asa
friend, from ‘the incurfions of the enemy, ' robbed

rand other wearing apparel, to the amount of fourteen:

f@ﬁhiered.

having been a great fuffrrer, I can ‘declare that
at the enemy have fpared to our own. pecple, lefs
tompaflionate men, from amongft ourfelves, have car-

d off and deftroyed ; and Heflian cruelty toan ene-

very men, paid by us, to defend our property. An
ured man has a 1ight'to complain 3 and truth will
€ conviction on the minds of fellow-men, however
{h and ungratcful it may be, to fome, to hear the

at that I.may net pafs beyond the limits of my own
rement, and what has a connexion with it, I will

‘other examples of opprefling helplefs women, and
lies of the beft fortune and diftinétion, on whom
k. and well, indifcriminately, have been forced, or
en that ought to bave been reported 1o the General
fpital, for my dire&ions ; 'in which no regard has
en had, whether the pe:fons were well difpofed, or
‘otherwile affeGed, to the caufe of American Freedom 5
£ Sitros rutilufve fuit, nullum difcrimen habetur,”
e object was to get pofleflion of their houfes and pro-
‘perty, under the pretext of .accommodating. the fol-
diery, and particularly for Regimental Hofpit&!s. I
; . all

"chén'of a trunk, conwining many coftly articles ; filks -

ndred pounds; and difpofed of her cloaths at a pub- -
- fale, which being proved upon him, he was juftly

e myfelf in the inftances I fhall now exhibit of .
erly condué, to thofe falts,-of which 1 came to
knowledge, in the difcharge of my duty, and the
ofition I met with in the difcharge thereof. I pafs

¥rom my own knowledge, and indeed my particular

5 has been exceeded by the more favage cruelty of
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fhall felc& one cafe, in which were complicated, dif-
regard to Congrefs, ditrefpect and breach of the Ge- -
neral’s orders, oppofition to the General "Hofpital, -
which fuftained great injury from fuch proceedings, and
great inhumanity to the fair and weak part of the
creation. The circumftances of which are well known
to fome, who are officers of rank in the army,s
and of irreproachable honour, to whom, if neceffary,
1 can appeal, in fupport of what I.advance. 1

About the month of Auguft, 1776, having made
frequent reprefentations at Head-Quanrters, that 1 could
pot obtain regular reports from the Regimental Sup- -
geons, of the flate of their fick 3 but that they werg™
feizing on thofe very houfes for regimental ﬁck,,th'ax"%i
were affigned to me, by the State of New-York, for
the ufe of the General Hofpital ;5 an order was iffued,
requiring the Regimental Surgeons to deliver in the re- =
ports I had demanded, &c. and to inforce. it, alkCalo- ¢
nels, and Commanders of Regiments were called upon, &
to make it known to their Surgeons, that they might

order was duly obferved. v e
Juft at that time, a Brigade newly arrived from the's
Maflachufetts-Bay Government, under command of
General Fellows, was ordered to be ftationed along :
river,from Greenwich to Chelfea and upwards, to throw -
~up lines, and defend the fame -againit any attempts of =
the enemy to land there. Moft of the houfes fit for
the accommodation of the officers of that Brigade, an
for quartering of the men, being previoufly feized up
on by the Regimeatal Surgeons, for them{elves and their
fick 5 Colonel Moylan, then Quarter-mafter Generaly”
defired we might ride out together, to take a view of
the fick, and of the houfes in that quarter. He order-
ed alarge dwelling houfe, on the eftate of the deceafed:
Admiral, Warren, then in poflcffion of certain Regis
mental fick, to be evacuated, and cleanfed for the ac-
commodation of the officess of the Brigade, pofted inf
ths 8

¥
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the neighbourhood, to whom therefore it was very con?

venient, as it adjoined the works thrown up for deferice
of -the landing, but a very improper place to contain

fick perfons, as it was clofe to the bank of the river,

- and particularly expofed to the firing of the fhips, that

might pafs up or down the fame, oy
The very mention of difpoflefling the Regimental

- Surgeons of their Hofpital, gave great diffatisfaction,
though I undertook to receive their fick into the Gene-

ral Hofpital. That propofzl met with oppofition. That

' the Surgeon might have a place for the accommodation
* of his patients, Iinformed him of a large commodious

barn of Mr. Campbell’s at Greenwich, with two fpare

* fooms on the back part, and lower floor of the houfe,

at a {mall diftance, adjoining the kitchen, being rooms

the beft fheliered from the fhot of paffing men of war,
" and moft retired from the river.” Such fpacious, airey

barns as the above, well floored, and fecure from rain,

yet cool, and pervious to the wind, anfwer to the pla-
ces, recommended by Sir John Pringle phyfician to the
Britith army, in a former war, as proper for hofpitals.
Such, affuredly, are better calculated for the recovery

" of dyfenteric and "putrid difeafes, that prevailed at this
time, to any of the dwelling houfes, with plaiftered
" walls, and {mall or confined chambers, which, though
* convenient for a private family, are not proper for

the crowding of fick into them. = But fine houfes were

- commonly preferred by the Regimental Surgeons ; and
' this gentleman let me know, that he fhould expect te

Be broke, if he confented to accept ot a barn, however
commodious, for the reception of his fick.

The houfe itfelf, he could not have, it being pre-~
occupied by another Surgeon, for the ufe of a Regi-

" mental Hofpital. Onf{ooking into the rooms,they were

fourd to be filled with the fick, and the Surgeon who

" had the care, paoting for breath, in the midft of them,

It was amidft the fultry heats of fummer : In vain I re-

prefented to him the danger of engendring a putrid
: N malignant
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fever, from crowding fo many fick, in confined rooms,
in that hot feafon. He had near a hundred fick in the
houfe : I forbad him then, as I had uniformly prohi-
bited ‘every Regimental Surgeon- I converfed with on
the fubje@, from taking charge of more than thirty or
forty fick, on the outfide, at any one time, being a
larger number than they could well attend 5 as I defir-
ed to know how they intended to manage, if called to
the ficld of battle, or on any fudden removal of their
regiments, an event daily expeéted, and they encum-
bered with fo many fick. As the other Surgeon had
refufed to occupy the barn, and fhady rooms on the

round floor, back of the houfe, I recommended it to
%im, to fend at leaft. one half of his fick to the Gene-
ral Holpital, and remove the greater part of the men
into the barn : He difregarded my advice, a putrid fe-

ver prevailed, he caught the infection, and paid the for-

feiture of his rafhnefs, with his life.

I then went to General Heath, who commanded that
diviion of the army, and reprefented the matter to
him ; and as it was but a fmall diftance from his quar-
ters, requefted him to give himfelf the trouble, of fee-
ing with his own eyes, and judging himfelf of the truth
of the falls I related. The General, in polite terms,’

declined my moft importunate folicitation, upon this -

unanfwerable objeétion, that it might look, as if he
made himf{elf a party againft the Regimental Surgeons.

- As the Surgeon had never made his report, and the
order had been iflued a week, I had waited on the
Lieutenant-Colonel of the regiment, in perfon, betore I
faw the Surgeon, and complained of his negleét, in not
reporting his fick, and in not fending fuch as exceeded
the number ke could take care of, to the General Hof-
pital. I reminded him that, by the General Oider,
he was required to fee that the Surgeon complyed with:
f2id order. The anfwer he gave me, was in thefe very
words : ¢ That the Regimental Surgeons could read the
arders for themfelves ; and if not, he fhould give hifm-

fel
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felf no trouble about it ; adding, that, if it was in his
power to prevent it, none of his men fhould ever be
carried to a General Hofpital.”

Perhaps it may be imagined from fuch a reply, he
. had reafon to aflert, thatthe General Hofpital was not

- keptin a clean and proper ftate, and that the Regi-
mental Hofpuals were : L'he reverfe of which was true:
‘The former were always kept clean and airey, and, in
the words of General Green’s letter, which I fhall have
occafion to publifh at large, ¢ well provided with eve-
ry thing, and the fick very comfortable s whereas moft
of the Regimental Hofpitals, [ had 'ever feen, on ac-
count of the filth and naftinefs of them, deferyed the
appeilation they have acquired in the Eaftern Govern-
ments, of peft-houfes; for fuch they commonly turn-
ed out to be. I atked him his reafons : He made no re-
_ply to my queftion ; butrcquired of me to give him an
order, which it (eems he thought proper to demand of
- me, in favour of his Surgeon, for a number of bed
frames.

This leads me to fhew in what manner the Regiment-
al Surgeons and fuch officers, were ever at woik, by
their pltn\ and method of procecdmg to exhauﬂ,
unfurnith, or prevent the fupplies of the General Hof-
pital, all in their power. 1 had engaged the Quarter-
mafter General, to give orders in hlS department, for
making a2 large number of bed frames, for the fick of
the' General Hofpital. So faft as forty or fifty were
made, the Regimental Surgeons, with, or without.cr-
ders from their officers, applyed for, and carried them
away. Colonel Modylan, told the Officer in my
hearing, ¢ that they had carried off above two thou-
fand, that were intended for the General Hofpital ;
which of courfe, could not be provided with them as.
faft as was wanted.” Upon every movement.of a regi-
ment, that required a fhifting of the houles for Regi-
mental Hofpitals, many of the bed fram:s were left be=
kind, or burned, or carried off ; nJ the Surgeons,

; : probably,
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probably, made frefh applications for others, whilft
the General Hofpital could not be provided with {pare
‘bedfteads, for additional fick, or wounnded that might
be fent in. M : '

“ On that occafion, I remonfirated in favour of the
General Hofpital, and had a ftop put to the further
fupplies of bed frames to the Regimental Surgeons, till
thar was better furnithed. Upon this, and in ' like ig-
ftances, I have been vifited by fome of the militia Co-

Ionels and Brigadiers who, by their reprefentationg,

feemed to think it a hard eafe, that I would not coneur

- with their Surgeons and them, to fubvert the General
Hofpital, which I was appointed to eftablith and go-
vern ; to enable them, contrary to the defigns of C!)p-
grefs; the Gemeral’s Orders, and the very nature of
things, to transfer all the property and power of the
General Hofpital, to Regimental Surgeons.  Colonel
Moylas then and often, told me, that by the repeated
conceflions I was making to thofe men, he fhould not

wonder if they fucceeded, inwhai he faw they were i

aiming a¢, to fubvert the Geneaal Hofpital, and plant

themfelves on the ruins, to the contufion of all order -

and difcipline.
Butto return from this relation, which being con-

nected with, and part of the fubjet 1 am upon,'is

not an’ improper digreflion, I ‘now refome the narra- *
tive of that particular inftance of brutal conduét, which_

I have had in view, to illuftrate my declaration of en-

croaching en my department, by an outrage upon all -

military order and difcipline, and on humanity idelf.

Mr. Campbell, who had purchafed a leafe of the
houfe aforementicned, at Greenwich, from Mr. De-
lancey, was a firanger, and with his lady and family
of children, of whom he had feveral, all young, and
{fome mere infants, came into America to {ettle, about
the time our unhappy difputes, .with Great Britain, be-
gan, or foon after they began to be attended with fuch
confequences, as civil war and bloodfhed. Congrefs
{ : being

.~

<
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being fatisfied that he had not come over to America,
with any inimical intention of tzaking part in the dif-

. pute, againft this country, faw fit, as I am imformed
P ) g ’ 3 [}

to grant him their protetion ; on the faith of which
“he determined to become an American, by fettling here
with his family : He chofe the ncighbourhood of New-
York,forhisrcfidence,and leafed the houfe,with theeftate,
already mentioned, at Greenwich, where he conduéled
himfelf inoffeufively and irreproachably. [he lufiful

eye of fome of the Regimental Officers, or Surgeons,

. marked it out for a Regimental Hofpital. I had the
‘account from Mr. Campbell’s own mouth, with cir-
‘cumftances that gained my credit to his relation : He
informed me, that without any previous notice, to de-
part, and refting on the aflurances of the Quarter-
mafter General, that he thould not difplace him, (for
he faw no occafion for it;) a gallant cfficer came up
one day to the houfe, tollowed with a long train of
fickly foldiers, who were ill, with dyfenterys, putrid,
and other fevers, and put them ia pofliflion of his
houle, without any regard to the owner, or to the
circumftances of his family, as if on purpofe 1o drive

. them out fiom their habitation.

Chis he efefted ; but not immediately, as Mr. Camp-

" bell had no other honfe in which he had a right, or that

he could hope for liberty, to fhelter himfclf, his wife
and helplefs children ; nor before thele, who were of
a delicate frame. were feized with the infection, and
_neariy deftroyed by the filth of the fick, which had
drove them from room to reom, till they had no far-
ther retrcat.  On attempting mildly to expoftulate with
the officer, and to know, it he a&ed by any authority,
or command of the Quartermafter General or other fu-
perior officers, this heroic man, juft deigned, witha
“ magifterial air, to fpend as much precieus breath, asto
acquaint him, he wanted not.to exchange converfation,

- or to.throw words away, unnecefiarily, upon him 3 and

triumphantly turning on his heel, faced to the right
abour ;
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about ; and left him aftonithed at fo unfeeling and bar-
barous an infult. Befet in this manner, with objeéts
of terror, and difguft, which were hourly increafing,

he haftened wich his family, from their own houfe, to

feek cover elfewhere : The moft of the family, to my
own knowledge, as I had occafion to mect with them
in one of the houfes in the neighbourhood, affigned tg
me for an hofpital, for they applied to me for relief,
very narrowly efeaped, if they did all efcape, perifhing,
in confequence of the putrid dyfentery, contracted as
above. A ' i
It is, with great averfion, at the recolle&tion of this
diftrefling fcene, that I burt faintly delineate it, not with-
out throwing' a veil over fuch parts, as thock me, ac-
cuftomed, as I have ever been, to hofpitals and fick,
when I conneét the ideas of delicacy in breeding and
manners, and what proteftion is duc to female dignity
and helplefs infancy, with fuch more than favage treat-
ment, not of enemies, but of friends and ftrangers!
Quis talia fando temperat a lachrymis ! s
As I cannot prevail on myfelf to dwell longer on
fcenes,whereof this is but one of many that have offer-

ed to my notice, and not lefs diftrefling, Thaften, from

them, to try if I coan recover fome lefs offenfive’
grounds, on which to proceed. A man that can enter
into minute deferiptions of particulars, {o difguftful and
diftrefling, may feem to have loft his finer feelings 3 but
if any man can have aoy gratification in wading through

the dirty puddles of fuch bufinefs, he muft have a -

ftrange perverfenefs of tafte indeed : Are there men
that would take delight in painting a Demon, in all the

fhocking pi¢ture of black deformity ? Let them do it,

I cannot; but being compelled in my vindication, I
have touched the fubje& flightly. The mary things
that have intruded upon my memory, on this cccafion,-
I have endeavoured to refufe admittance, wifhing to
bury the whole in oblivion, to rife no more in judg-
ment againft us.

: Of

%
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Of the Regimental Surgeons and Mates, I will only
obferve this once, that as I have done juftice to thofe of
them, who merited it, by declaring there were fome
amongft them of liberal manners, education and abili-
ties 3,1 muft be permitted to declare, there were many,
very many of them, unlettered, ignorant, and rude to a
degree fcarcely to be imagiaed. Some of them, I have
been informed, and from what I obferved, could readi-
ly believe, were never educated to the profeflion of

- phyfick, nor had ever feen an operation of Surgery :

Many of them had but {mall appearances of either li-
terature or breeding, in which refpet they fell fhort of
fome of the privates. It would difpiay a farce of the
moft ridiculous kind, to give the public an acceunt of
the learning and attainments, which fome of them,
whom I have had an opportunity of examining, have
difcovered ; or te give a tranfcript of their reports.
And that this ignorance was pretty general, may be
fafely inferred from their rcpugaance to ftand the teft
of inquiry, fo contrary to the pratice of thofe, who
are men of talents, improved by education, who fhun
no occafion, of giving proof thereof, by their compli-
ance with thofe laws and regulations, which the wil-
dom of States. or the good policy of feminaries, and
corporations of the learned in the profeflion, devife, to
encourage genius and merit, and to put a ftop to the
-rapid growth of empyricifm : And I obferved, that it
was generally the moft ignorant, the moft opiniated and
the moft diforderly, and irregular in their conduét,who
were the moft troublefome, and loudeft in their cla-
mours. Lhefe were the men, from whom I found the
greateft oppofition, to cvery regulation for introduc-
ing method, difcipline and improvement, into the de-
partment of phyfick and furgery.
It is with much regret I have yiclded to the neccffity
I have been under, in clearing up my own condudt
from the imputations of a fet of wicked men, to dif-
play the true charaéter and behaviour of thofe, who
were
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pine, diforder and oppreflion of which they have been
guilty, to feleét fome of their netarious practices, and
of fuch amazing prodigality, as, if it were allowed to
pafs without notice, would have been fufficient to in-
fure deftru&ion to amy army, or people. [ am fully
perfwaded that we owe many of the misfortunes ans &
mifcarciages of laft eampaign, to thofe men, who were
guilty of them. I have but barely fkimmed over the
furface of them. A reluftance to. enter deeper into
fuch a fink has reftrained me : Were I to attempt
an enumeration of them all, time would fail. gl
It is fufficient to fhew their deftructive tendency, in
general 5 to make a remark on the mcan and fordid
pratice, which was purfued by fome of the. Regiment-
al Surgeons, of felling certificates for furlonghs and
difcharges, at a lefs fum than a fhilling a man. At
this rate, a number equal to a regiment might be dif-
charged for a much leis fum, than has been fince givens
to raife a fingle recruit. At a moderate computations
fo many men have been born on fome fick lifts of Re-i
gimental Surgeons, including waiters, fit for duty, that =
if the practice was common, the firongeft Brigadein the i
army was not equal to the number thus maintained in
idlemefs. I am willing to hope that thofe inftancesof
mal-pradtice I have adduced. are fufficient to thut the
door againft the like abufes in future, and to introduce =
better difcipline, and better men into ftations of public =
truft : And thut men of better principle, as wellas of
more knowledge and humanity, are engaged in the
prefent fervice. 'To promote the interefts of thefe,were
the motives of my conduét, and the objeé& I invariably
purfued in all my propofed regulations. ;
Amongft thofe in employ the laft year, {fome, in
the time of need, deferted the army altogether, and
others fhunned to attend their regiments to the field of
battle. ! :
It was a general complaint, that at the bmtlt;l of
; the

were my accufers, and from the many famples of ra. 1
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the White-Plains, few of the Regimental' Surgeons
were with their refpetive Battalions, in “confequence
of which, many of the wounded bled to death, who, it
was fuppofed, might have been faved, had they beem
prefent, and done their duty : Their abfence obliged me
to fix myfelf at the lines, with fome of the Hofpital Sur~
geons.  'This produced the following circular letter to
be fent round the country, with orders to the Surgeons
of the General Hofpital who were at a diftance from
camp, to call upon the Regimental Surgeons, in pur-
foance of the refolves of Congrefs, and the General’s
“ commands, to deliver up all their fick to the Hofpital,
and to return to their proper pofts, figned, with the
following declaration.
T have read, and much approve of thofeinftrutions

- and orders.”
G. WasHINGTON,

CIRCULAR LETTER

To the Regimental Surgeons and Mates,
belonging to the Army of his Excellency
General WASHINGTON, now abfent,
with, or without the fick of their refpec~

- tive Regiments and Brigadés; on either
fide of Hudfon's River.

GENTLEMEN,

E W of the Surgeons or fick, allowed to remove

from camp, fome time ago, being yet returned,
and no report made of them to me, His Excellency
the Commander in Chief, conceives, that his former -
indulgence to thefick, in permitting them to retire from
camp, for the recovery of their health, has been much
abufed, both by the fick, and the generality of the Sur-

geons ard Mates, under whofe care they were allowed
that
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that indtilgence : Tt is his Excellency’s orders, there-
fore, that each of you do forthwith wait upon Ifaac
Fofter, Efq; at Newark, John Warren, Efq; at Hack-
infack, or Philip Turner, Efq; at Norwalk ; Surgeons
in the Geaneral Hofpital, whoever of them is neareft
at haad, and make a faithful and accurate report of
the ftate of the fick and wounded under your care, and
remove thofe who are fit fubjes, immediately, to the
General Hofpital, under their care ; for which you are
to apply to the Quartermafter General’s department,
for waggons, and accompany them yourfelves. ' Such’
of you as thofe gentlemen require to affift them for the

- prefent; in the éeneral Hofpital, and who are willing
to attend their fick there, under their direétion, are al-
lowed to do fo, till further orders ; all others are to
repair immediately to Head-Quarters, and join their re=
fpedtive regiments 3 firft furnifhing me with an accurate

" regifter, duly certified, of the ftate of the fick that went
out with them, or ‘have been fince under their care,
fpecifying the time oftheir being taken ill, their difeafes,
and events as to death, recovery or continuance ;- and
whether any of the fick have been allowed to withdraw
from under their care, and when. As all, who are ab-
fent without leave, muft naturally be leoked upon as
deferters. And the Surgeons cr Mates, who cannot
give a regular and fatisfadtory account of the faithful
difcharge of their duty, neceflarily fubjet themfelves
to an inquiry into their conduét.

JOHN MORGAN, Diraor-
General and Phyfician in Chief,:

Camp at the White-Plains, Nevember 5, 1776.

AMONGST other methods ufed by the Regimental
Surgeons, to aceomplifh their purpofes, I have men-
tioned their infufing jealoufies and groundlefs fufpicions
into fuch officers as they could influence by their repre-

fentations,
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fentations, in hopes, by their means, tomiflead the Ge-
neral Officers, and Members of Congrefs, to my pre-
Jndice.

I do not pretend to have knowledge of all the appli-
~ cations that have been rpade, to different Members of
Congrefs, to give weight to the clamours of the Regi-
‘mental Surgeons ; but one of them, thatI do not know
of, requires my ferious attention..

Having called one day, upon General Green, to con-
fult him about fome regulations of the hofpitals, I
found him bufy in writing a letter to the Prefident of
Congrefs, complaining much of the {ufferings of the
fick, for want of fuch eftablifhment, as provided pro-
_ perly for taking good care of them. Not the leaft no-
tice was taken of the unwearied pains I had beftowed
to accomplifh that purpofe ; - which might lead Con-
grefs to imagine me very oegligent of my duty, or in-
attentive to matters that fo nearly concerned me: I
told him fo: He then added a poftfeript, in which he
feen-d barely to guard againft reflexions upon me ;

yet forchore to do me that juftice, which I thought my-
{elf well entided to expect from him, if to be had
from zny man in the army. :

I Liad attended. General Green in two dangerous fits
of ilin:fs. in which he had proofs of my attention to
him, 2nd 2fideity to the bufinefs of my ftation, that

merited . far different return. Thelaft was at a time,when
_ General Green had the command at Long-Ifland, and
abeut the time when the cnemy were landed not many
miles below.  Although I was then inceffantly engaged
on New-York Ifiand, I made all other bufinefs give way
to my daily attendance on him ; and finding his life en-
dangered, by a putrid and billious fever, under which
he laboured, prevailed with him to leave the ifland,
and provided him with one of the moft healthy, airey,
fafeit and beft accommodated habitations, in the.center,
betwixt the two rivers, two miles diftant from the city
" of New-York. My place of duty changed, likewé{q’,
: and 3

-
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and my prefence was demanded every day at Long-
H{land, to attend to the care and removal of the wound-
ed. YetI vifited him, daily, once, twice or oftner,
under a variety of difficulties, and watched over him
vith the firi¢teft attention, and an affeétion little lefs
o fraternal, till his recovery was fo far compleated,
he was out of all danger. I fhould not have giv-
count of matters, but for the following rea-
- brft is, becaufe it was at General Green’s
!i%ed a General Hofpital at Long-Ifland,
part'of thie army under his'com-
[o well conduéted by Doctor War-
to pafs high encomiums on its
cil of General Officers, held
Y | ts made by the Regimental Surgeons,
found to be groundlefs'and unreafonable.” =
oré was dny deficiency in either that part of the
Cienerz] Hofpital itfelf, or any want in the accommo-
of the fick of the regiments ftationed there,
iid be obtained, the fault muft be laid at his
- and his only, becaufe he had expreflly engaged,
«. my firft confenting, in' compliance with his requeft,
to provide a‘ General Hofpital there ; to build or fur:
nifh {ufficient quarters for all the fick belonging to that
divifion of "the army under his command ; and becaufe
by my orders to Doctor' Warren, my inftrutions to .
the Regimental Surgeons, July 3d, and General Wath-
ington’s order, matters were fo regulated that the fick
might remain under the care of their own Surgeons, in
fuch quarters or hofpitals as General Green himfelf |
might order for them 3 and be confidered as parts of
one General Holpital, of which Dector Warren was to
be efteemed the Director and Head : They were to be
allowed all neceflary refrelhments, and the Regimental
Surgeons and their fick might partake of every advan-
tage, which the fick in the General Hofpital enjoyed,
uinder the immediate care of the Hofpital Surgeonsy it
the Regimental Surgeens would confider themfelves as
L i acling
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ating under the diretion of the General.Hofpital,
with this only reftriction, that every demand was to be
made, and granted under the acknowledged authority
of Do&or Warren, to whom I had entruficd all my
- own power for their good, for which he was to be ac-
countable : And I forbad him to deliver out any fteres,
of any kind, to the Regimental Surgeons, for the fick,
not reported 1o, and confidered as in the General Hof-
pital. : ShCL 0 S
A fecond reafon, is the following letter from Gene-
ral Green to General Waﬂiingxon, of Auguft 11th.
A third reafon, is my having been cenfured, for de-
laying to communicate to the Congrefs the plan of re-
gulations I had promifed to draw up for their confider-
‘ation, fo long after I had undertaken it, during all
which time it was left with Gen. Green, for the benefit
of his ebfervationsand remarks, viz. fromabout the mid-
dle or end of O¢tober to the 20th of December, al-
though I repeatedly applied to Him by meflage and let-
ter, to expedite it for that purpofe ; and it was then -
returned to me in the ftate I delivered ir, without any
remark to accompany it. . d
And laftly, the liberiy which Doétor Story took, of
making ufe of General Green’s name, to fanétify his
affertions, that the fufferings of the fick lay at my
- door. A :

On thefe feveral accounts, . I now call on General
Green (in a more efpecial manner) and on any, and
every other officer, of whatever rank, whether Gene-
ral or Field Officers, or thofe of inferior rank, who
have thought fit to make any reprefentations, either to
Congrels as a body, ar to particular Members of it, or
. to the Commander in Chicf, concerning the caufes of
the fufferings of the fick, if they can lay ony thing to
my charge, whether relating to the difpofal of Holpi-
tal  Stores, the difpofition of public monies, or any
ather article entrufted to me : 1 defire to know if they .
can accufe me of apy meglest of duty, of inde-

; lence,
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lence, inaétivity, inattention to the calls of my fiation,
or of any breach, either of General Orders, or of the
Refolves of Congrefs : If they can do any of thefe, I
fhall be glad they will publifh it to the world, in aman-
ner that will afford me an opportunity to reply, in
print. Did ever any General, Ficld Officer, or other,
on any fuggeftion of the fick {uffering for want of care,”
vifit the General Hofpital, and judging with his own
eyes, report to me a fingle inftance of the fort? I de-
clare they never did : So that the complaints of the fuf-
ferings of the fick, are not of thofe under my care, but
of thofe that were hindered from coming, or who were
never reported to the General Hofpital, for admiflion.
On the contrary, the complaints ever were, that “whil#
in the General Hofpital, the fick were well taken care of,
they could not enjoy the like advantages in Regimental
Hofpitals,” But if {o, the fault of not fending them to
the General Hofpital, is the more confpicuous, and the
wickednefs of afcribing the fufferings of the fick to the
General Hofpital, or myfelf, from whofe care they
were kept back, and which is juftly chargeable on the

- Regimental Surgeons, who kept them back, and the
officers who fupported them in fuch a contamacious
difobedience of every order, of the Congrefs and Ge-
neral, is the more flagrant. But, let us attend to Ge-
neral Green’s letter.

GeENeERrRAL GREEN’s LETTER
T io b wis i ilx By YR L AOLY

GENERAL WASHINGTON,
Camp at Long-Ifland, Aug. 11, 1776.

- Dear GENERAL,

T HERE is no proper eftablifhment for fupplying
the Regimental Hofpitals with proper utenfils for

the fick 5 they {uffer therefore for want of proper ac-
commodation.

P T ; =
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commodation. There is repeated complaints on that
head. The Regimental Hofpitals are, and ever will be
rendered ufelefs, nay grievous, unlefs there is {fome
proper fund, to provide the neceflary conveniences.
The General Hofpital cannot receive all the fick ; and
thofe that are in the Regimental Holpitals, are in 2
fuffering condition. - 1f this evil continues, it muft
greatly imjure the fervice, as it will difpirit the well, to
fee the fick fuffer, and prevent their engaging again, up-
on any conditions whatever. Great humanity fhould
be exercifed, towards thofe indifpofed. Kindnefs up-
on one hand, leaves a favorable and lafting impreflion,
neglet and fuffering: on the other, is never forgotten.
I am f{enfible, there has formerly been great abufes in
.- the Regimental Hofpitals, but I am in hopes, men of
better principles are elected to thofe places, and that
the fame evils' will not happen again. But the Conti-

 nent had better fuffer a little extraordinary expence,

than the fick fhould be left to {uffer, for want of thole
conveniences that may be eafily provided.

I would beg leave to propole, that the Colonels of
regiments be allowed to draw monies, to provide the
Regimental Hofpitals, with proper utenfils ; an account
of the difburfements weekly, or monthly, to be render-
ed : This will prevent abufe, and remedy the evil.

Something is neceflary to be done, f{peedily, as many
fick are in a fuffering condition.

The General Hofpital is well provided with every
thing, and the fick very comfortable. [ wifh it was
extenfive enough fo receive the whole, but it is not.

I am, your Excellency’s moft obedient Servant,

NATH., GEEEN.

I SH ALL now take the liberty of propounding
a few queftions, on the contents of the above letter.

W AS General Green acquainted with the refolves of
Congrels,

.
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Congrefs, of July 1%, page 29 ? If fo, has not his

letter a direé tendency to oppofe amd overfet them ?
‘What reafon can be afligned for Regimental Hofpi-

tals being eftablithed on Long-Iland, with all the fur-

niture and apparatus of a General Hofpital, when the ¥

tick might have the benefit of the General Hofpital
_there, in compliance with General Green’s Own re-
- queft, although a very improper place for eftablifhing
an Hofpital, where the enemy were expefted to land,
efpecially when there was a General Hofpital on the
ifland of New-York, for the reception of thofe who
counld not be accommodated at Long-Ifland ?

Of what ufe could Regimental Hofpitals be at Long-

Hland ; or rather, with what differvice muft they be at-
tended, when the enemy were expected to land there ?
Was it to retain more fick there, to embarrafs the ar-
my, when the works were befieged, or to keep Regi-
- mental Soldiers from accompanying their corps into
the field, in"cafe it was judged expedient to march forth,

to meet the enemy at a diftance, from the lines; or *

was it convenient, at fuch times, to be difcharging ma-
ny hundreds of fick, in the time of ation, upon the
Hofpital Surgeons on the Ifland, at the fame time with
the wounded ?

It is faid the General Hofpital cannot receive all the
fick, and thofe in the Regimental Hofpitals were ina =
fuffering condition. Had any been'reported to the Ge- =

neral Hofpital at Long-Ifland, that were ever refufed

admiflion ? I never heard of an inftance. But if there

was no room at Long-Ifland, was there no room in
the General Hofpital at New-York ? Would neither
the College, with all its fpacious apartments ; the City
Hofpital, with all its great and magnificent conve-
miences ; the City Barracks, capable of accommodating
above a thoufand men 5 the many vacant houfes in the
Bowry, or neighbourhood of New-York, and whole
fireets, appropriated for the purpofe, and afligned to
the DireCtor-General, by the Convention of the State
of

SO e
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of New-York, and the City Committee, and to be af
his difpofal only : I fay, were not all thefe fufficient for
_ " their reception and accommodation ¢ If not, he had
- the choice of moft of the country feats, for the fpace
~of feven miles from the city, to anfwer that purpofe.
And were not thefe enough ? & I
 But fuppofe it to have been neteflary for the fick to
" be accommodated on Long-Ifland : What reafon can
be affigned, if they were to be permitted to draw ftores
and furniture from the General Hofpital,why they thould
- not range themfelves under the diretion of Doétor
. Warren, which was the only poflible method, that,
" with much reflexion, could be devifed to entitle them
to the ncceffaries and comforts, which it was allowed
the General Hofpital was well provided with ? Could
e Regimental Surgeons, who were {o earneft for hav-
. ing feparate and diftin& Holfpitals; have any thing in
', view, by remaining unaccountable for their f{upplies ?
. What other reafon.could they have for refufing to have
~ the ftate of their fick infpeted by Hofpital Surgeons,
. With a power to order {uch fick, as appeared to be pro-
. per objects, mto the General Hofpital, but ¢o retain as
“many fick, or neminal fick, as they-pleafed, on their
1j’\ﬁs, till the time of an action, and then to pour them
“all into the General Hofpital, and to receive the
-~ wounded under their care; for the fake of trying ex-
. periments, and of performing operations, which fome
| of thém hLad never feen performed ? From™ all their
“adtions, it is plain this was an objc&t they had much at
vheart. And what would that be, but to reduce Gen-
" tlemen, of the firft clafs in their profeffion, to be
fubordinate to zll their purpofes, and meer minifters of
their pleafure ? v ;
For what purpofe are fuperior rank and greater pay
allowed to Hofpital, than to Regimental Surgeons, if
0t to engage men of the firft ability, cducation, and
xperience, to take that charge upon them ?
And after all, is there any thing progoléd in Gear’:ej
~ P val
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tal Green’s letter, that I had not urged before, toth to
Genceral Green himfelf, as well as to General Wathing-
ton and the Congrefs, for the relief of the Regimental
Surgeons, who might be fituated at fome diftance from
the General Holpital 2 Wherefore, if there could be
any exception made to the plan, it muft be to except
thofe on Long-Ifland, where it was unfit there thould
be Regimental Hofpitals, when the enemy were expe&t-. .
&d to land there, and when there was a General Hofpi-”
tal at hand, of which they might have the fame bene<
fits, with thofe under the immediate care of the Hof-
pital Surgeons and Mates ; if they would fubmit to the’
{ame regulations. , :

Upon the whole of this inquiry ; when the Congrcflv
who, for ought General Green knew to the contrary,
might be fuppofed to have weighed matters deliberately,
had fixt upon a plan, which, by every fubfequent fet of
refolves, reftrited the Regimental Surgeons, within
narrower limits than before 5 or, at leaft, enforced the f‘,
former, with new and additional weight : Where was
the neceflity, expedience, or propriety, of fupporting
the Regimental Surgeons in their clamours ? They were
ever backward to fend their fick to the General Hofpis
tal, to have a plea for Regimental Hofpitals, and'to -
draw ftores at difcretion, which never was allowed in |
any army, and which Congrefs had not feen fit to alloﬁ}'
them ? Wouild it not have been more confiftent with
the idea of fubmiflion to the commands of our fupe-"
riors, if General Green, inftead of giving that weight
1o the prejudices, and ighorance in point of duty;
and in the proper management of the fick of an army,y
which the Surgeons laboured under, had feen fitto
have enjoined their making weekly returas of their fick =
to the General Hofpital, for admiffion, agreeable to the 4
orders of Congrefs ; and thereby helped to cure or re= “
move thofe prejudices ? This might have checked them’
in their career; of afperfing reputations to accon;lghﬂl

g their

1
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their aims, and muft have contributed to their own
eale, and the great benefit of the fuffering fick. '
But whilft Regimental Surgeons were fo intentupon
the eftablithment of Hofpirtals for their regiments, and
- General Green was {o earneft in feconding their defires,
by his application to the Prefident of the Congrefs, and
Commander in Chief: What was the opinion of Ge-
, neral Wathington, if we are to judge by his orders ?
- They agreed with the refolves of Congrefs : - And as to
the Members of Congrefs, all that I ever heard fpeak
of them, exatly correfponded with Mr. Gerry, who
“wrote me his opinion of the matter, in the following
words :  With refpeét to fmall Regimental Hofpirals,
I cannot but think them an unneceflary and dangerous
inflitution ; for, upon every removal of fuch regi-
- ments, thofe Hofpitals are a dead weight, and muft be
. yemoved, or be expofed to the enemy. . The latter, you
will agree, is by no means admiffible 3 and the remov-
ing fuch Hofpitals, is attended with hardfhips to the
dileafed, and prevents them from an early recovery.”
. Let us attend to what he next writes, of ReGi-
MERTAL SURGEONS: “ As to the REGIMENTAL
SurceoNs, fays he, being otherwife wholly useLEsS,
I bave always fuppofed, that they were never intended
‘to anfwer any other purpofe, in time of war, than to
_cure, 1n camp, flight wounds and difeafes, by which the
patients were not confined, and to attend the regiments,
“in time of action ; to drefs the wounded foldiers, un-
til they can be removed to the General Hofpital.”
~ Where perfons of rank and influence, as General
Officers and Members of Congiefs, draw fuch different
ways, is it poffible for any man, to condut in fuch a
‘manner, betwixt them, as to give fatisfadtion to every

one ? p
* But that it may be feen, how I endeavoured to dif-
charge my duty, by-adhering exaltly to my orders,
where they reftri€ted me ¢o a point; and yetin pruden-
tials accommodated myfelf, as well as I could, to the
b reafonable

!
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reafonable defires of others : I fhall here publifh a co.
py of my dirc&ions, to Doftor Warren, for eftablifh-
ing. and for the marner of condudting the Hofpitals,
underhis care, at Loxg-IsLAND.

IN S TR CIFIO NS ThO
JOHN WARREN, Elquire,
SURGEON of the GENERAL HOSPITAL.
S RS New-York, ]uﬁe 12, 1776.

.7 OU are defired to go over to Long-Ifland, and

_ to confult with General Green, about the proper
houfes for the forming of an Hofpital (to be part of the
General Hofpital) for the reception of the fick in his

Brigade. For your afliftants, you will be pleafedto =
take over three of the Hofpital Mates, of which Mr, °

Glover is to be one, the other two as you agree with the
other Surgeons.

Make out a proper aflfortment of medicines, fucha

1ift as you think needful, after confulting with Doétors
Fofter, Adams and M‘Knight, and order it to be put up
from the Hofpital ftores : If you have occafion for fur-
theraffiftants, make a requifition from General Green’s
Brigade, of as many Surgeons and Mates as you fhall
ftand in need of. ‘

Keep a regifter of the fick, in which you are to make
an entry of the times of their admiffion and difcharge,
as well as of the difeafes they labour under, and require
of the refpective Surgeons of the different regiments,
weekly returns of the fick in the Hofpital belonging to

their regiments, in order to compare with yours : From

which, once 2 month, a roll is to be made out for re-
ceiving the ration money, from the Commiflary Gene-
ral 3 which you will get figned by the Brigadier-Gene-
ral, after you have compared it with the return of fick

born on the rolls of the Regimental Surgeons : From °

the time they are admitted into the &@eneral Hofpital,
: their

-
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their rations are to be ftopped in the regiments : The
lilt of the Regimental Surgeons, compared with yours,
ought to be delivered by them to the Adjutant, or
Quartermafter of every regiment, in order to prevent
rations being drawn for the fick, in the regiments, fo
long as they remain in the hofpital,

You will be pleafed to fix up, in the hofpital, the re-
golations already agreed upon by the Surgeons.of the
Hofpiual, for the government of the officers, nurfes,
attendants and patients 3 and appoint fome perfon to
have them yead in every ward : The rules of diet,
ought to be fixed up in the fame place, and a ftrict at-
tention paid to the fame.

You are to take over Mr. Weld, to af asa Store-
keeper, who is to obey your commands in all things
relating to his departmert : Whatever ftores you have
occafion for, in the department of the Commiffary-
General, orv Quartermaftes-General, you will apply
for by an order under your hand, figned by order of
the: Dire€tor-General, with your name, of which di-
ret the Storekceper to keep an exaélt account, and of
the diftribution of the fame. <

What nurfes you require for the fick,you will engage

at the price of half a dollar per week ; the number not -

to exceed one for every ten perfens, fick or wounded 3
the neceflary labourers to be employed by the day, as
ufual, in which avoid engaging a greater number than
is abfolutely neceffary. o
‘Deliver out no ftores of any kiad to the Regimental

Surgeons : When the fick require further aids.than
they can give, let them be reported to you, and if their
cales require, receiva them into the General Hofpital.

Take with you at leaft: 1500 bandages, and a quan-
tity of tow, with a fct of capital inftruments, and all
{uitable dreflings, in cafe of ap action. 4

Ufe your beft endeavours to make the Surgeons and
Mates of the regiments attentive to their duty.

For any debts contracied for the ufe of the General-

’ Hofpital,
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Hofpital, agreeable- to the above rules, draw on me..
You will employ the fame perfon to fupply frefh meat,
and ar the fame prices, as in the hofpital at New- York.
- Weekly returns of the fick to be fent over early eve-
ry Monday morning as ufual.

Be plealed to call on Mr. Delamater, for 100 addi-
tional blankets, for, the ufe of the hofpital in Long-
Hland, and as many beds, applying to the Quartermafter
for ftraw, from time to time, and order the nurfes,
wafher women, &c¢. to elean them from time to
time.

An orderly Mate is to take charge of the blankets,
and bedding, &c. and of, the Hofpital furniture every
week ; to enter into a book for the purpofe, what -
ftores of this kind are given out, to examine whateach
fick brings with them, and to fee that nothing is carried
out, on their difmiffion, not belonging to them.

An orderly ferjeant, or corporal, aor careful foldier,
(if the General will allow) ought to be ftationed at the
hofpital, to.take charge of the arms, &c. of the fick,
whilft in the hofpital, and-to give them up on his death
or difmiflion. '

A Carpenter, ought to attend conftantly, to make
coflins, or perform ether work, for which you will ap-
ply to the Quartermafter-General. '

No blankers, or other effeéts of the Holfpital, to be
expended at the funeral of thofec foldiers, who die in
the hofpital.

; I remain, Sir, your moft humble fervant,

JOHN MORGAN.

7o JOHN WARREN, Efjuire,
Surgeon in the General-Hofpital.

. The above is a true Copy, from the original.
E0 J. WaRrrenN.
W HEN General Green, as already related, re-

moved from Long-Ifland, on account of the dangerous
ftate
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ftate of his health, General Sullivan was a pointed to
fucceed hini in the command ; ;3 on which Ftﬁoﬁg‘ht it
my duty to communicate to him, ‘the plan obferved in
the government of the General Hofpital, and for the
regulation of the Regimental Surgeons, and to acquaint
him with the above inftrutions to Dr. Warren, and
the mode in which he managed his department 3 and
wrote him a letter on the fubjedt, that he miight the bet-
ter retain the principal heads of the proceedings, in his
memory, fhould he have any occafion to refer to them,
in iffaing out orders; refpeéting the fick and wounded,
as the enemy were.already on Long-Hland ;3 and fome
important engagement with. them, expe&ed daily. Te
which I received the following anfwer :

New-Tark, jugyﬁ 2iy. 1706;
S KR, 3 :
IRecelved your favour of yeﬁer(hy am much
pleafed with yoor plan; refpedting thc Surgeons 3
thall take care that it is in every refpet carried inte ex-
ecution ; and am, with refpe&,
Your moft obedient Servant,

JOHN SULLIVAN.

75 Doflor MORG AN Direftor-General
of the Hofpitals, &c.

= And now, whilft I am on the fubje& of orders 'ﬁxeu
by me, to the diiferent Gentlemen, for the better ma-
nagement of the General Hofpital, on whofe care I was
to dcpend ps mcn)aily, for their being carricd info exe-
cunon, I muil 1ake the libenty to obferve, that were 1
to tranfcribz all 1 have delivered to th-m. ic wriring on-
ly, for that puspofe, it jwould requiie « icparate vo-
lame. : ; L ;
To Doéor Fofter, as heing the eldeft Surgeen, I
wrote much acd c"fcx. ; and have now -before me, co~
pies of varigus ord lers to himyim a {eries of letters, art of
which
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which T will only mention dates, and occafions, withoiit
detaining the reader with particulars. The firft (with-,
out date) was on his fetting out from Cambridge, about
the latter end of March, or begioning of April, 1776, -
" to eftablifh a General Hofpital, at New-Yeork. ‘Lhe
next, likewife from Cambridge, April 22d: The next
was at New-Yoik, onmy fetting out from thence, for
. the management of the Hbdfpital in my abfence, whilft
I proceeded to Philadelphia, to apply to Congrefs for
further infiructions, though I came away without ob-
taining them, but not without application, and as long
time of attendance, as the General would allow me.
The next, were dated at New-York, ‘Aunguft sth, the
1gth, the 23d, and 27th 5 and September the gth. The
next, was alfo ab New-York, September the 13th, fer
the intended removal of the fick and wounded, to
Newark, refpecting the manner of thieir removal, and
the provifion to be made for them,on that occation,and
for taking care of them, by the way. The next are dated
September 24, October 18, and 20 3 November 3d,
and 6th ;5 whilft he had the care and fuperintendance of
the fick at Newark ; and of December thé 1oth and
31ft 3 and January the roth, at Bethléhem; for remo-
val to the eaft fide of Hudfon’s River. i
Numerous and particular are the direfions, whichs
in like manner, I have delivered in writing, on various
occafions, as well as verbally, to Doétors 'Warren,
Adams, M'Knight, Turner, and Euftis, Surgeons in
the General Hofpital; en their being detached to dif-
ferent places, for the eftablifhment of Hofpitals, for
the conveniency of the fick, in parts diftant from each
other, in which my diretions were drawn up with con-
* fideration, and not in a carelefs, negligent, or perfunc-
tory manner ; for that was neither the way, in which I
chofe to do bufinefs myfelf, or to require others to
perform it, who were {ubje to my authority.
I fhall now explain anather difficulty, to whichI wag
often fubjected.
It
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2 I ’[‘ Wwas 1o unufual thmg for Ofﬁccra and Reg:=
mental Surgeors, on detached pofts, ‘wherever they
happened to be ftationed, thou,qh ever fo diftant from
. the main body of the army, whether'on a ‘march, or a
retreat, to expedt a Geaneral Hofpital to accompany,
or follow them in the rear 3 as if it were poiﬁble, like
thc Polypus, though cat up into ever fo many pieces,
r.'hat each part fhould inftantly repullulate, and become
an entire Hofpital, properly furnithed with evc:y ne- -
ceflary accommodauon attendants, and conveniencesy
“although amidf Highlands, alps, 01 a forfaken #nd
wa{’red country, without apy help or am{‘.unce from
tho{c who had the command ; or, as if it were pofiible
to {ave, or remove the weighty : nd cumberfome appa-
fatus, every where, ‘with as much expedition as they
¢ould retreat, and without any regard to the unﬁmefs
of the place for a General Hofpital. 5, '

I hope no intention of difrelpeét will be 1mpu ted
to me, when I am fometimes necefiarily obliged ro make
1ife of the names of Gentlemen of rank, for whom I
have a perfonal and due refped, in the courfe of relat-
ing facks, which the vindication of my conduét requires
Iﬂwudducufs, with all becoming freedom, . I think

o proper o “guard again(t fuch a m ong fuppofition, on

‘the p:eicm cccafion.
At 2 tirhe when'l had formed General Hofpltﬂs at

Newark, Hackinfack, North-Cafile,. Stamford, and
Norw;ﬂk all crowded with fick, ro the numbsr cf nar
@oo ien 3 and of cotrrle, the Imfpxr al 3 omfro” vho'
wcre not pumerous, {tationed at various diftances,
through 3 fpace of nearas hundred miles, were fally em-
ployed I reccived a letter from (;enewi Heuth, nL
Peck's:Kill ; of a1 places I have feen 6nc of the worfly
thar ¢ uld b*‘ thought of for a General Hofpiwal,
" well for want of accommolations, asof a propet e
fry, to fupport it : It bore' date, Nove eiber o

on which he obferved, that there was neithe
Hofpital, nor any one Genzral Hofpital Sur

\
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that poft ; that he received daily complaints from the
Colonels of the feveral regiments, of the fufferings and
diftrefles of the Regimental fick ; and that ¢ the neg-
lect of them, was'likely to prove very prejudicial to the
inliftment of a new army.” : \ ;

From the fimilarity of language in this letter; the
complaints of officers concerning the fufferings ofthefick,
and the evil confequences that were prediéted, of their
froving prejudicial to the inliftment of a new army,

was apprehenfive of the latent influence, and was
determined, if I could any ways prevent it, they thould
not have it in their power to lay the fault at my door.
I might, indeed, have remonfirated to the General, that
it was the duty of the Regimental Surgeons to fend
their fick, whom they could not take care of, to the
neareft branch of the General Hofpital, wherever I
thought it moft convenient for fixing it, and which I
never did, without firft advifing with the officers who
swere in chief command, that they might be properly
taken care of : But infiead of that, the General Hofpi-
tal was expected to attend every movement of theirs,
not fo much for fending their fick into it, as to claim
fupplies from~it, or Hofpital Surgeons to attend their
regiments as was fometimes required. whilft they were
abfent, and fcattered through the neighbouring States,
in purfuing the uniform fcheme they conftantly kept
in view, of eftablithing Regimental Hofpitals, for which
they explored diftant towns, and retired to them with
part of their fick : Thefe places became an afylum for
idlenefs, riot and diffipation, for when once they got
into fuch places, they were in no hafte to return, and
the numbers that reforted to them, increafed amaz-
ingly. :

*On receipt of General Heath’s letter, I determined«
to ride from North-Caftle to Peek’s-Kill, to wait up-
on him, and concert the neceflary fieps to be taken,
for accomplifhing his defire, which ‘T 4id; but firft I
reprefented to him, how impracticable the defign of

having
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having a General Hofpital there was, unlels convenient
quartérs were firft in readinefs ; that the providing
quarters for the reception of the men being in the

uartermafter General's department, was under Gene-
ral Heath’s command, and not in my power ; but if he
would undertake to give fuch orders, as would be exe-
cuted, for the appropriating and fitting up rooms and
births, for 300 fick, and would enforce obedience to
the orders of Congrefs, O&ober gth, to allow no Re-
gimental Hofpitals in the neighbourhood of the Gene-
ral Hofpital; and would call on the Regimental Sur-
geons, to remain with their refpeftive corps, agreeable
10 General Wafhington’s pleature, of November 5 ;
and to make fuch regular rcturns of the fick, thatl
could know the ftate of them ; ordering fome atteo-
Qantson the Hofpital, that would be much wanted, 1
would forthwith fend a detachment of the General
Hofpital to attend his commands. 1 acquainted him,
that it would an{iver no purpofe, but to bring unmerit-
ed reproach qn the hofpital, if Gentlemen were fent up
to take charge of it, and, when they came, no quar-
ters could be had for their accommodation, or that of
the fick *. : 3 Vst b

That the nature of the eftablifhment and manage-
ment of a Military Hofpital might be the better under-
ftoad, Idrew up, November 20, an account of what-
ever was neceflary, for providing quarters and accom-
moda‘ions, fureithing of fupplies, and for the regular
admiffion, care and attendants on the fick, with the ne-
ceflary reports to be made, from time to time, to con-
dué& matters with regularity, and to difcover who do

their duty, and who pegledt it fo that if complaints

are made of the fufferings of the fick, it may be known
where the fault lies, and how to correétit. ‘Thele I
enclofed in my letter to him.
In return, the General ¢ thanked me by letter, ap
proved of my care and attention, and commeud‘cd gy
P‘.'A.n.“}

# See my complaists on this hezd, page 45.
- -

o
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3"!6 lnd xdu'c&m.rs 5 and as Gencml Sulhvan bg,d_‘

& 3efore, promifed ta take care that they Were, in
voky v fpedt carried jnto exccution.”

'Da €ov Adams, and ;Dofor Mi &mght, Ifucceﬁ‘Vel
waied upon Gerneral Heath, by my defive; to reque

tharrhe wowd  order fuch quarters, for-the fick at
Peck's-Kill, as were neeeflary - for a) Gzneral Hofpital,
viicn thiy wvere to direét ; bnt never could be provid-
ed’widh anypropern Acmmmodauons, wheén they were
rhdvreis abut swere obhced to crofs the Highlands, to

¥uih: Kuls, twenty  miles off, before they could, meﬁt
withany fuiable place, for 1he receynon and accom- o

i odc.uon of mc ficks

Of the clamours of Reglmemal Surgeona,
from' ‘want'-of ‘Medicines. ¢

OF all the codplairts that have been made in refpe&‘ §

to the Rufitiings' of the fitk, none have been'fo' loud
and’clamorons, 45 thdie psccccdmg from a want, m’r
pretended waiit of medicines. VI proc ‘ed, therefore; o

“exairine ino the natuie and canfes of thofe co;nplam“, s

and 1 doubt not, to be able to' convince the “impartidl
woi'd "and Congiéfs itfclf,’ that whether or ' not'the
Gtflemen, that compofe th'u illufirions body, can Ju{h
ly exculpate themflivas from the charge of ‘negleét,”
not'providing the g cvffaryupplies 'of medicines, fol'
.'1( B g
with i1y feafon’to be ‘ot “ute lothem. I'am free from'
merited blame. on that wecount. * And 1 with dhe reader
tosemark that the romplamts on account of the fuffer-
ings of 'the 'fick, fiom want of meditines, were but

mere’ whilpers b\fwc the " battle and retreat from:

Long-ifland, compaxed to the clamours from that ume

forwards.
From the day of that retreat, Auguft 28, 1776, a

dreadtul feene of confufion’ and 'diforder rotk place,

which: had a particular ¢ffe&t in disjointing all the inea-

fures of the Regimental '‘Surgeons, and invelving the
i ! affairs

|

mental Surgéons, and fuinifliing them there-

r

-
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aﬂ'nrs of the Gencral Hofpnal department, fo far as it

was complicated therewith, in the greateft dxﬁiculucs, :

or theremainder of the/year
Thefe mistortunes were increafed by the obftinacy of
E Regimental Surgcons in withftanding the ‘orders of
ongrcfs in which they were flill fupported by offi-
;f,rs, who, 1o put the moft favouzable conftruction on
lﬁear mumes, were either not acqmmted with the dex
!crmmanons of Congrefs. reipe&mg them, or not fkil-
fol in the ¢uties of Regimenial "Surgeons, and the pa-
ture of Miiitary * oipitals ; or they were owing to the
want of a proper_arrangement in fettling the duties of
the Regimental Surgeons, and providing “them with the

4 gropu means of dlfchargmg thofe duties. * This may

e imputed to. the vaft variety of buﬁnefs, that con-
ftantly occupied the Congrefs, ‘which did’ not leave

them f{ufficient leifure to attend to them, or their not

ﬁlfﬁc,emly underftanding the fubjeét, from the defect
of experience, on the firft raifing of an army ; whereas

they ought to have been early pr ovxdcd with medicines, .

mihumems and bandagcs, by a Continental Druggiff;
or chofen Committee, before the campaign bégan ¢
And the militia which came late to the field, {hould
have been provided by the different States, before the[{

* joined the army : Some of them did not come'till ju

efore, and many not till after the retreat from Long-
fland ; and then came wholly unprovided with thofe
articlzs, at‘a time when it was 1mpcﬁible, if there had
been ever fo greara plenty of medicines in the hoft
pua] or army fubjeét, as both were, to centinual move-
ments,and when the officers of the hofpital weredivided,

and as bufily emp'oyed as men could be intakingcare of .

thefick and wounded,todifpenfe them out to all applyers.
I eardy foxcfdw that this evil might happen, and as ear-
ly pointed it ‘out to the Gereral, in the month of Fe-
broary, for the fake of applying a remedy, and of not
being burdened with the charge of it, as may be feen in

my, letier to him, ‘page 32.° The coatents’ of this let-
L,
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ter, Lalfo communicated to Congrefs, the fict oppaz-
tunity!l had for doing it, in perfon, which was in June

following. ' ;
And atter the retreat from Long-Ifland, I defcribed
my own fituation to them, and that of the Regimental
Surgeéns, in the liveieft terms I could, praying for

farther affiftance, and pointing ont the means of it
without fuccefs, as my letters to different members oi
the M:dical Committee, will abundantly prove ; but '
all my applications, on this fubject, were in vain, I
never received the leaft affiftance from them. ' 5
In my narrative to General Wathington, from page
7 to page 12, I have defcribed what painsI'had been
‘at, to make provifion of medicines, for the Regiment- -
al Surgeons, and to have the mode of furnifhing the
fupplies clearly and properly eftablifhed. = =~ %
Yo what I then wrote, I have now to add {ome fur-
ther obfervations, to free me from any mifreprefent-
ation, on this head. i G | 4
When I made an offcr of my beft fervices to the Me-
dical Committee of Congrefs, to {upply the Regiment-
'al Surgeons at New-York, with regimental chefts,
though not in my line of duty to do fo ; it was not be-
caufe I wifhed for the employ, being already burdened
with much more bufinefs than belonged to my place,
but becaule Idid not find that Congrefs had taken any
ftep for the purpofe ; and was apprehenfive, left when
the evil arifing from the negleét thereof, fhould be
more fenfibly felt and complained of, the ill confequen-
ces of that negle& would be charged upon me; and I
expected thereby to get rid of a ftill greater evil, with
which I heard I was threatened, as I told the Commit-
tee, that of being called on to' furnifh the hofpitals and
regiments, in the northern department, with inftru-
ment , medicines, &c. a thing impradticable im my fi-
twation, andin the exhaufted ftate of America in re-
fpett to them. And Iflill expected; jf Congrefs ac-
cepted of my propofal, they would have appointed an
iy apothecary
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~ apothecary for the a'rx"ny. diftin& from the hofpital ; orf
.to have had the medicines put up at Philadelphia, in
proper chefts for regiments,to be fent to camp,duly pre-
pared, of which Ileft with the Committee a proper lift
for the purpofe. But what is furprizing, they never
gave me any anfwer to thefe propofals, fo that notwith-
ftanding 1 engaged in the bufinefs, 1 never was proper-
ly authorized, or aflifted for the difchargeé of that fla-
vifh employment 3 alchough, it feems, I was anfwerable
 for the confequences of my offer, as though I had been

¢énabled, in every refpedt, to perform it.

Far be it from me, to charge the Committee with
neglect in this bufinefs. . All I mean is to dé¢fend my-
felf againft any imputation. What anfwer did they
ever give me on that fubje&t ? None, except whatis
contained in a refolve of Congrefs, July 17th, of which

+ 1knew nothing, till that month was nearly expired §
for when I was obliged by the General’s order to return
to camp, they bad come tono determination. Nor,
do thofe refol?es enjoin it as a duty : They only forbid
the Regimental Surgeons to draw apy thing from the
hofpital, except inftruments and medicines.

That it was not the intention, however, of Cor-
grefs, to give them 4 right to demand thefe, except,
as mentioned in the printed letter, page 72, (a copy of
which 1 had laid before the Committee in June,) in
fmall quantities, osly to ferve them tll they could be
fupplicd from any neighbouring place, is evident from

¥ “the following confideration.

The Congrefs had commniitted their ftock of medi«
c¢ines at Philadelphia, into the hands of Mr. William
Smith, and by a vote of theirs appointed him Conti-
nental Druggift, or Commiflary of Medicinal Stores,
for which they allowed him pay, equal to' 50 doHars
per month. Wlhat was] to conclude from hence, but
that the Congrefs had feen fir, and proper it was it
thould have done it long before to relicve me from 2
tafk foreign to my ftation; and to provide a/pc«f(vn on

purpofe
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purp,qﬁ': to fapply the wants of the Regimentaf Sur- ».

geons : And that this was their idea, will appear far-
ther probable, if it may be fuppofed the mind of Con-
grefs was known to one of theirMembers,who, fome n‘mg
after this, in a letter he wrote to me, exprefles him{elf as
follows : * With refpet to fupplying the Regirﬁénta}'
Surgeons with medicives, I am fully of opinion- that
the Directors cannot well attend to it, but the applica-
tion ought to be to them, in the firft inftance, and they
to fign orders on the Continental Diuggift for fo ma-
ny chefts as_they fhall judge neceflary, ‘and have the
_ auedicines aflorted, as they fhall t'h_'ink proper.” g

-

)

[N EEGARD Te INSTRUMENTS ,; anxious to have

it in my powsr to furnifh'the hofpitals more plentiful-
ly. as lyhad found it neceffary to increafe the number of
Hofpiral Surgeons and Mates, and to reciuit my ftoék
of medicines, which was almoft wholly exhaufted of
capital articles, I fent Dc&or Biancy. to Philadelphia,
a gentleman of the hofpital, in whofe zeal "a'mi
activity I placed great reliance, to forward to camp,
with all difpatch, what medicines I had there of my
owa, and as mach as he could procure from Congrefs,
for I could not be fufficiently {upplicd at New-Yeork.
I enjoined him to ufe the atmoft diligence to purchafe
inftruments, if to be had, ready made, or to’ engage a
woikman to make a great number of fets, on my ac-

count. He foon informed me, by letter, that there

were no inftruments to be purchaf-d at any rate ; and

that the only workman in the city that could make fur- ,

geon’s inftruments was engaged by Mr. Marfhall, for the
Congrefs ; and that he could not undértake any work
for tne, for a long time to come. Is not this an addi-
tional proof that Congrefs, in their refolves of July
17th, did not intend to make me anfwerable for the -
Tupplying of Regimental Surgrons, either with medi-
cines or inftruments 3 or,if it was their intention that I
fhould furnifth them ; why did they nor enable’ me to
doit ? Or whydid they deprive me of the means'?

By

[
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By much affiduity. Po&tor Binney, who was detain-
- ed near a month in Phiadélphia, at length fent fors
‘ward fuch a fupply of medicines as hs ceuld procure,
- which was very different, however, from the lift I had
~ fent for, which arrived at Newark but a fhort time
~ before the retreat from Long-Ifland. It was then un-

_ fafe to attempt, it not impracticable to get them over to
~ New-York ; on which account, till the army abandon-
. ed the city, and the hofpital ftores were all removed
~ te Newark, they remained there, where they had been
left, except fome articles which weie wanted to fupply
he General Hofpital, formed at this time near Kings-
. bridge, towards which place the army had retieated.
~ I fixed Mr. Cutting, Afiiitant Apothecary, at Newark,
- which I confidered a5 the moft convenient and proper
- place at the time, for foring the medicines 1 had col-
" lefted there, and referred fuch Regimental Surgeons, as.
» dpplied to me for medicines, to him. This being my
- magazine of all that were moft valuable, or meft inde-

' mand, I felt the lofs more fenfibly, when they were ta-
ken out of my hards, in fo irregular a manner, as I

. have already defcribed in the firft part of this work.

I N no partof the vaft variety of duty and fatigue
that I went through, have I been fo fenfible of iiL
TREATMENT, asin what related to the fupplics of
medicines and hofpital ftores, except the more fhame-
ful and injurious manner in which I was deprived of
them. It is nexr to impoffible, to defcribe the toils that

* myfclf, and moft of the Gentlemen of the holpital,
have endured in that bufinefs ; and the injurious reflex~
joms that have been caft upon me, for conduting this
affair, in a way the moft meritorious, is truly martter
of aftonithment; and only to be equalled by the treat-
_ment [ met with from Congre(s, in return for 2ll thofe
fervices. ;

To judge of this matter clearly, it is neceffary to call
%o mind the difficulties under which 1 laboured for want

QE
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of fufficient help, to confider the fearcity and value of A
medicines, and how troublefome or impracticable tor
procure them, in’ quantity, in America. I found no "l‘
arge ftock on h‘an&, when | firfi took charge of thc 4
hofpital, to fupply the vaft demands of an army, I
which generally more is wafted than ufed : The firilte®
eeconomy was alfo enjoined me, in fupplying the wants =
of the hofpital, however much the plan of Congrefsis
now changed. It is worth obferving here, that lh'c'_'g"v'
firft picce of bufinefs the Congrefs employed me in, af- ¥
ter my appointment to the DireCtor-Generalfhip, was
o look over z lift 6f medicines made out by my pres =
deceffor, and not a large one, to fupply the immediate
wants of the hofpital { A Commitiee of Congrefs put
it into my hands, not fo much, as Icould underftand,
to add to it,'if I thought neceflary, asto curtailit;
. What was_faid on the occafion, 4t leaft, looked that 5
way. With fuch views, fuch wants, and fuch econo- " *
my, demands were made on me, from all quarters of
the army, and out of thé army, to diftant parts of the
country: All the affiftance Congrefs allowed by theis
original eftablithment to procure, affort, preparc and
difpenfe medicines, was oné¢ apothecary  Ie being im-
poflible to perform this fervice, without further help;
" amate had been employed before my arrival, andan =

affiftant with little more than foldiers pay, whom Falfo - *
foundhere on my arrival,and continued him in hisplace,
without being allowed any ether help, till the year was =
almoft over ; when the Congrefs by their third refoive =
of O&tober 9, 1776, at once, enjoined me to furnifh
fuch farther quantities of medicines and bedding, asl
might judge expedient, and impowered another, at the
fame tinxe, to deprive mé of what'l had, with toil and
fatigue immenfe, colleéted, and faved from deftru&ion.

To be ordered by the General to colle€t medicinal
ftores, in the manner already mentioned, and to be
abufed and calumniated for performing that duty ; and
after {upplying chefts to five battalions at Boften, near

? fifty

4 &
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fifty at New-York, and fent twenty more to the nos.

" _thern department, and furnithed the hofpirals at Long-
- Ifland, New-York, Newark, Hackinfatk, and Kings-

'}n-idgc " and when I made demands on the Continental

A ‘Druggift, for a fmall fupply, to aflort what remained on

. hand, got to be furnithed with that peceffacy fupply,

4
“

L
2l the wants of new troops daily arriviag, without {up-

o

was hard to be born : And yet to be baited liké a_bear
at the ftake, with inceffant demands, and made refpon-
fible for the clamours of the Regimental Surgeons, for

“‘ptiés, and for the fufferings of .the fick, arifing from

_their oppofition to General’ Orders; and - fo artfully

“excited that if I was dt the General Hofpital, crys were
raifed becaufe I was not at camp, and if at camp, that
they could not mect me at the General Hofpital, was
not lefs ingolerable. The fame nojle pervaded fromthe

 remoteft towns in the neighbouring States, to which

* the Regimental Surgeons had conveyed the fick, beyond
the reach of relicf, to terrify and alarm the country.
Nor were thefe ciccuniltances fufficient to fill up the

“m-afure of my diftrefs. The moft affc&ting reprefent-

ations were made to the General, from the diftance of
feveral hundred miles, afcribing the misfortunes of the

. army, ready to mutiny at the northward, to me, when
" T had early acquainted Congrefs with their “fituation,
_ andl prayed for relief for them ia vain, although no
~ part of my care. And notwithftanding I had fent them

P

“what I could fpare from my own ftock, and officers ta

‘affift them, ac the earmeft requeft of the diretor; I

" never met with the leaft acknowledgment for thefe fer-
" yices from the Congiefs, but, on the centrary, the

firangeft and moft uncival returns from the Secretary,

" only for prefuming to incluirc of him, concerningthe

nature of the appointments Congrefs had made in fome
other departments, for the care of the fick, rhac I
might the better underfrtand, and ugnderftanding, better
perform my own duty. Can there be a more firiking
§nftance of ingratitude than I have met in the whole g§
: A my.
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my treatmant, where the obligations to fhew me a ver

differcnt one, for my atteuntion to, and for the mannct
ducharging my truft, were ncither fmall no;'

few.
i fhall here relate an inftance of infolent apd i mJurloul {
treaiment | met with, for what I had not done, in
place of thanks far what I had done to ferve the nory
then depariment It is ‘cont2incd in a letter from a ':
certain Parfon David Avery to Do&or Lind, and for- é.‘
waiced by him 1o ‘the General. in September laft 5 in
which, after giving a high wrought defcription of the ,‘
fuffiiings of the fick. at the lakes, for 'want of medi-. H‘
cines he inrroduces this virnlent afperﬁon :'* Menof
chiet confideration, (fays he¢) are moie than unea-
fy"on this head  and do ‘not hefitat: to fpeak frecly of
firft rate chicacters, as the authors of thofe calamities,
fome blaming the Congrefe “and fome the Suigeon-Ge-
neral, (meaning the Dirc&or-Genrral) of the Amerie
can' Army. and fome the Dire&or of the Northern Des 4
partment. For my part, continues this reverend ca-
lumniator, I" will not {ay which of them is the m
guiliy, but this 1 vull affirm, that great guilt lies it
foma one’s: door.” *" Strange that a preacher of the
.gofpel. which breathes charity to all, and efpecially to
ftrangers, fhould  carry the poifon of afps under h;s
tongue. and fpout forth his venom at this mdlfcnmmau
rate, againfi peifons whem he knows little of, as is the
cafe at leatt of one that had nothing to do in this '
matter, but as an a& of ext: a-official ben:volence, and
who, though opprefled, as he was, with the greatnefs ’
of his own burden, ftroveto mitigate and lighten thax
of others ! And fuch are the grateful returns made to
hxm for it. ; ;g

BUT acircumftance that happened at that tlme,
which I think of the moft confequence to_explain ful-.
Iy to thepublic is the REMOVAL of part of the Hosp1e
TaL STozss from New- York to Stamford, prevnogs ©
tne
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the evacuation of Long-Ifland, and from thence to the
interior parts of Conncéticut ; as this tranfation was

" laid hold of as a handlc of cenfure againft me, and

indueed the General, by one of hisaids, (0 wiite to,

" and acquaint me with the miferable fituation to which
- the fick were reduced, and the clamours excited, as it

was alledged (but without ieafon.) for want of medi-
cines, as et forth in my narative, page 12, and 13,
I fhall now prove the truth of what I there alledged ;
that it was by his Excellcncy’s own order, that I fhip-

~ ped the ftores which were fent to Stamford ; and the

fending them from thence farther iniand, was by his

' commands, of which I had no knowledge at the time,

 whence the Gereral himfelf, and ¢very other reafona-
* ble perfon, muft be {o far from condemning. that they

cannot, in juftice, but approve my cenduét. ‘Lhis ac~

 count will likewife evince the impra&icability of what

he afterwards infifted upon 1 fhould comply with im-
mediately ; but will thew, at the fame time, that it was

~ undertaken with all diligence, and executed with all

~ poffible difpatch.

" Sanguinc as the generality of men unexperienced in
military operations were, that the firength of our
works, and fo large an army as we had, were {fufficient
to defend New-York, againft all the force that could be
‘brought againft it ; others, of better underftanding and

_ cooler judgment, had great abatements in their belief of

it. At any rate, they concluded it was very poffible
the town might be deftroyed by the thipping, whether
a landing was cffe€ted ornot. Had a fhell fallen a-
mongft the combuftible articles of medicines, the
whole might be deftroyed, to the irreparable lofs of the
army. I therefore afked the General what he thought
of removing thofe sarticles that could be beft {pared
for the prefent, and mentioned Stamford, as a place to
which they might be eafily tranfported by water, and
from whence they might, at any proper time, when

wanted, be brought back gither by water or land. He
: \ ' not
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got on!y/approve_d of the propofition for their remee
val, burt ordered it-to be carried into execution, as ex-
pcdmouﬂy as 1 conld. ~Ag this time, being the month
of Auguft, I had, asIimagined, fupplicd aimoft eve;g
regiment in the army, with mcdncme chefts : But fre
demands occuiring every day, and the wont of atranfs
port veflel, imp ded the performance of the Gcneral’% 2
commands for fome weeks.

* 1t being in the moft violent heat of fummer, and ﬁ) 2
}, the fefs wanted, ‘[ ordered the greater part of the rugs
. and blankets, the neweft and beft bedding, of which I

ks

had colicéted a very large ftock, and a thoufand ﬂ:m:f & {
4

of which I had lately igot to the amount of neart
thoufand, many of them new, and 2 number of neag

fhirts, at New-York, to be fet apart for the purpofe;

and a large quantity of heavy hofpital furniture, fome
of the largeit bell metal and iron mortars, a number of
crates of wials and gally pots, the largeft bottles, with

' the moft bu'lky articles, and thofe in the leaft dcmzi;& 4
fuch

as fome hogfheads and cafles of calcarilla,and other

« particulars as we could beft fpare,. to accompany th l:f

‘T'o thefe, I ordered a Jhare of whatever we had in
great a plenty, as not to fean being foon deﬁx'uteof

them, to 'be added, with a {fmall affortmeut of chofcp L

medicines, to be made up, and kept together in one
or two fuitable boxes, as” a referve, mgft likely tobe -
wanted, and the moft eafily to be got at, on any preffing

{ “occafion:  In the meanwhile, the Britifh troops Iandqd oy

“at Long-Ifland, and many officers and fome Surgeons, *;
perhaps the very men, who were afterwards foremoft,

in the clamour, for want of medicines, came to the hof. )Q
pital, andvexprefling their apprchenfions for the faf;?g
took upon them to be very importunate for the ' re

val of the hofpxtal ftores. [ met the Adjutant- Gcne-

)
ral, and told him in what ftate they were, and as re-
3

por ts of fome frigates being fhortly expefled to appéir
in the found prevailed, I propofed, once more, to know
the General’s mind, with regard to the removal oﬁhe

ftores:
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_fores: He told me he had heard the General exprefs
- himfelf on the fubjet very lately, with withes of their
~ being gone ; whereupon he, believing it ‘to be fo, in-
. formed him of fuch his affurance, that they were alrea-
dy fent away ; and urged me to lofe no time to have it
done. A {mall tranfport being forthwith engaged,’ the
- abovementioned ftores, “amounting to cighteen tons,
. were immgdiately put on board, and fent off, under the .
~ care of Do&or Ledyard, of the hofpital ; they were.
' fafely landed at Stamford, and committed to the carg
- of John Lloyd, Efg; of that place, who ftored them
- in his own houfe. |
' "An apprechenfion and alarm . prevailing foon after,
~ that the enemy were about to make a {udden defcent
. upon that place, and might deftroy the ftoresif not re-
moved farther from the found 5 Mr. Lloyd wrote to
¢ the General on the fubje@, and received his.commands
. _iareturn ;- in purfuance of which the Committee had
. them removed further- into “the interior country, and
. particularly the moft valuable were conveyed to nor lefs
. a diftance than fifty miles, for fafety ; of whick ! had
~ 'no notice at the time, but have fince obtained a copy of
"< the General’s order for their removal, and a certificate
. from the Committee at Stamford, of théir removal, in
* 'wirtug of the Géneral’s faid order, contained in the fol-
~ lowing letter.

"L 7o Jeun Ltoxp, Efjuire, at Stamford.
EER S TR, New-York, Auguft 31, 1776.

F HAVE itin command from his Excellency Ge-
B neral Wafhington, to acknowledge your favour of
“this date, and-to requeft, in his name, that yow will ap-
ply to the Committee of Stamford for afliftance, to re-
‘move the ftores in your poflcfiion, to fuch pace or'

w.ces as you and chey may judge neceflary for their fe-
curity. Whatever expences fhall attend their removaly
will te punctuaily paid, as foon as the bill thereof ig
rendered. “Asthefe flores are of greatufe, and may

1

De
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be of the utmoft confequence, and things are fo cir-
‘cumftanced here, that perfons and carriages, proper to
convey them, canmot be fent 3 his Excelleacy is hope-
ful you will excufe this trouble, and that yours and the
Committee’s kind exertions, will moft readily be em-
ployed upon this occafion.

Iam, Sir, your moft obedient Servant,
ROB. H. HARRISON, Secretary:

A true Copy, Joun Lrovm.

Long-land was abandoned to the Britifh troops,
g days before “the date of the above letter 5 and in lefe
than 3 weeks more, New-York alfo fell into their
hands. With difficulty could the remaining hofpital
ftores be faved, by tranfporting them, over the North
River to the Jerfeys, and thence to Newark. And yet '
it was within ten days, from that time, and whilft Iwas .
taking meafures to overlook and put in order the medi~
cines,and to get a frefh lift of capital articles, wanted to
affort them, that, owing to the clamours beforemen-
tioned,*} received that fevere and unmerited reprehen=
fion, quoted in my narrative, page 13.

I wrote to Philadelphia for medicines, but could get
none, or next to none. The Gentlemen, to whom I
wrote, acquainted me their thops were exhaufted. From
the Continental Druggift I obtained a very fmall {upply
indeed, with a proper apology for it. : W

Uader all thefe difficultics, I did not flacken my en-
deavours t0 obtain a fupply. I fent through the dif-
ferent States of New-England, and applied, in perfon,
to the State of New-York, at Fifh-Kills, and, not
Jong after, had hofpitals eftablithed at Stamford and
Norwalk, well fupplied with medicines and other ftores,
the former of which, received into it above 12,00 pa-
tients, who were comfortably provided for, under the
care of Do&or Philip Turner, meft of whom recover-
ed ; and the latter above 700, under the care %f Door

, Luflis 5
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Euftis; both of whom furnithed, from the hofpital,

all Regimental Surgeons who applied, with whatever *
_ medicines they called for, to the full of their demands.
- By the exacteft accounts and returns of the patients re-
- ceived into the hofpitak at Stamford, fiom November
- sth, to the time of my difmiffion being known there, in
" February following, the amount was near thirtecn
hundred, of whom the number, rcmaining'in the hof-
4 Eital, was then reduced to twenty-five, in all. Do&or
. Euftis informed me, that upwards of feven hundred
. fick and wounded were well provided tor, by means
jith which I had {ufficiently furnithed him, whom he
was enabled to attend, much to their fadsfadtion 3 and
that when he left Norwalk, in March, the number re-
maining was reduced te cight or ten.

*The GoverxoR of ConneEcTicuT has allo fa- |
‘voured me with the following teftimonial of mv appli-
cation ‘to him 'for -afiiftance, and of ihe geod wilet
of it. : ‘
“BE 1T KNOWN,

. That in the beginning of October, 1776, Dcétor
- John Morgan, then Direftor-General of the Hofpitals,
- of the American Army, made application to me, by
letter, for my affiftance, in {fupplying the troops of the
State of Connedlicut, with medicines and other necef-
faries for their fick ; mentioning the gencral want there-
‘of, and his inability (without fome aid of this kiad) (o
an{wer the numerous demands daily made- on him,
?"‘.md the confequent diftrefs of the fick and wounded of
- the army.. In compliance with which requeft, I im-
* mediatety fent Doctor Philip Turcer, wiih a quantity
" of necefiary articles to his affiftance, and by this- means
the complaints of the foldiery were greaily leflened.

JONATHAN TRUMBULL, Gover-
- 3 nor of the State of Connedlicut,
Lebanen, dpril 7, 1777. :

g WERT

] .
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WERE itneceffary to produce other evidences of
the pains I took to acquaint Congrefs of the fuffering
condition of the fick, I could refer to a number of let-
ters I have written to feveral of the members, contain-
ing a particular hiftory 'of the movements of the hof-

pitals and fic k, during the whole campaign, particu-

~ Yarly to Mr. Gerry, Member for Maffachufetts-Bay,
and Do&or Rufh, of Philadelphia, and efpecially in a
letter I wrote to the former, O&ober 6th.

In that letter I informed him ¢ of the 'great cla-
mours that prevailed, at the time, amongft the Regi-

mental Surgeons, becaufe they could not be fupplied =

with every thing they wanted, from the General Hofpi-
tal, of which I gave him a full and juft reprefentation.
It contained, likewife, a long and particular relation of

all my proceedings in the care of my department, from .

the time I entered into the fervice, to that period, con-
formable to what I have delivered in my narrative 0
General Wathington. I pointed out to him the ftate of

the Regimental Surgeons, ever fince I entered into the

fervice,and the deftitute condition they werein,at my firft
arrival in the army, inrefpedt to all {orts of ftores, in-

ftruments and medicines. I acquainted him with the

pains I had been at, to furnith them with neceflaries,
and the extent to which I had done it, with my appli-
cations to the General and Congrefs to icttle the chan-
nels of fupply, and with the applications to me from Ca-
nada, for that purpofe. I let him know, that I had fent
off to the amount of twenty regimental chefts, for the
troops at Lake George and Albany, befides what I had
fent to General Gates at Ticonderoga, (exclufive of be-
twixt forty and fifty regimental medicine chefts, fup-
-plied to the forces under the immediate command of
General Wafhington,) and acquainted him with what
had been fent by the General’s order to Stamford.”
, ¢ I further gave him as exa& a defcription, as it was
in my power, of the ftate of the fick and wounded,
and of the unufual complaints among(t the militia ; of
; the
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the continual viciffitude in the ftate of the fick, from
‘the various mavements of the army, and confequent
thiftings of the hofpital ; and of the difficulties to which.
this reduced the officers employed in attending it 5 - of
the neceflity we were under to remove the ftores and
fick to Newark ; and the obftacles we had to overcome,
-under many inconveniences, to convey them to a place
of fafety, and to provide them with quarters 3 and with-
all, I told him of the unruly behaviour of the furgeons
of the militia regiments, and their .tumnltuous appli-
cations for medicines'; and informed him how wide

they were fcattered through the countryy of the defer-
tion of fome of the Regimental Surgeons, and the calls
on the Mates of the Hofpital to {upply their places.”

. Iconcluded my letter to him with the following
obfervations : ¢ Upon the whole K matter, it ap-
"peared to me, that a general miftake prevailed concern:
ing the duty of the Regimental Surgeons, and the man-
ner in which they ought to be furnifhed with inftru-
ments, medicines and neceflary ftores. I gave it as my
opinion, in the moft exprefs terms, that they ought
not to depend on the General Hofpital for thém, be-
caufe, in its prefent exhaufted condition, and the loofe
ftate in which every thing was, from the fcattered con-.
dition of the fick, and the vaft variety of duty, and
infinite fatigue of the department, it was impoffible for
me to furnifh the Regimental Surgeons, and not effen-
tially injure, or totally overthrow the General Hofpi-
tal.” And obferved to him, that whilft there was fuch
a limitation in the number of furgeons and other offi-
cers in the hofpital, and the Regimental Surgeonscould

_claim any right to depedd upon it for fupply of what
they required, it muft foon be entirely exhaufted of the
means of anfwering its defign, and be rendered wholly
ufelefs. I therefore recommended to Congreis, the ap-

- pointment of proper perfons, tolook out, and purchafe
medicines fufficient for a ftore to’be formed =at ‘Phila-
delphia, from whence what might be wanting for regi-

mental
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mental ufe; could be fent up in proper chefs to every
- Regimental Surgeon, as his occafions reguired.” :
. “ Ihus, 1 oblerved, being fomewhat more difengaged
from the prefent innumerable calls on me, that were =
foreign to my duty, I fhould enjoy mere leifure for
what were proper to my ftation, and then would fketch . *
cut fome further plan for the better government of the
. General Hofpital and Regimental Surgeons, and the
beft means of furnithing the needful fupplies.” And,
foon after, I feot fuch a lift of medicinal - ftores and
iurgepns infiruments, &c. as I concluded would be ne-
ceflary for an army of 20,000 men, for a twelvemonth,
including both hofpitals and regiments. .
I accordingly drew up the above mentioned planina
few days afier, by the General’s Orders 5 which being
«firft fubmitred to his remarks, and thofe of Lord Ster-
ling, and of General M‘Dougall, as it was agreed up- i
on, was then forwarded thortly after, by General
M*‘Dougall, to General Green, that his remarks being
added, it might be returned to me, with all difpatch, f
to compare the whole, and revife it for laying before
the Congrefs. 55 S A
As General Green had thewn fo much zeal inthe
affair, and had made fuch warm reprefentations, fuc- =
ceffively, to General Wafhington, and to the Prefident =
of the Congrefs, on the fubjedt, fetting forth, that if
the prefent evil was not quickly remedied, it would fa- =
tally injure the fervice : I did not doubt, that he would
-give it all poflible difpatch, and fend it to me, fo foon
as he could examine it. - But although T wrote, and; 5
fent meflage after meffage, I could never get it again, =
till a few days before Chriftmas, when 1 called on him f%

MR

for it, in perfon, and received it,without the benefit of a
fingle obfervation of his, to accompanty its return. i
However, I fat dewn, fo foon after as I could, and re- &
duted the whole into €ight, articles, which T enclofedto
Mr. Samuel Adams, to lay before Congrefs, with two -
thests of paper, containing remarks, and reafons infop-
port TS

-~ '3
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port of them, Of thefe, together with what I had
communicated to the Committee, at my conference
with them in June, and to {everal of the Members,
in my letters to the Prefident and others, I find they
have not difdained to make great ufe, in the arrange-
“ments which have f{ince taken-place, on a very large
fcale, and efpecially in what related to the arrangement
of the fuperior officers, and the fubordination they
-~ have traced out in the departmest. :
I have not mentioned Gen. Green’s omifiion to per-
form what he undertook, from believingit to be volunta-
~ ry; butas fome perfons, who having no better reafon
. at hand to aflign for my removal, have, it {eems, charg-
ed me, with having promifed to lay fome plan before
Congrefs, for better regulating the department, and
having then negleted it for near three months, dufing
- _which time, many of the evils complained of, continued
without redrefs, I thought it became me to give a true re-
lation of the caufe of that delay, fo far as it refpected
myfelf. I doubt not General Green’s being able to
give fuch fubftantial reafons for his delaying to petform
his promite, as will be fully fatisfactory : But as that
regards him more than myfelf, I leave it to him to
*ftate this matter as he pleafes, if he fhould chance to
think the taking notice of it at all, to be werthy

of his attention.

BESIDES the afore-defcribed letter to Mr,
G::iry, written with a view to give. Congrefs all necef-
firy ‘nformation of the ftate of my department, and

* every thing that had a relation to it, to awaken their
attention to the ftate of the fick and Regimental Sur-
geons, as well as the hofpital department, to make what
refermations and amendments in it they thought pro-
per, I wrote a letter to Dr. Rufh, a Member of the
Medical Committee ; and from the fame motive, my
anxicty on account of the lufferings of the fick, to

roufe the attention of Congrefs to make this mattera
ferious
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ferious fubje&, before they fhould be compelled to do
it, from being overtaken with: thofe calamitics which
too {oon after came on, and, with the rapidity of a tor-
reot, {wept away many hundrcds, if not thoufands, in-
10 thc ocean of eternity.

Although it is a long letter, and contains repetitions
of matters, fome of which I have already mentioned,
mere than once ; yet on that very account, of their be-
ing repetitions, they have their ufe ; and the length of
my letter, at a.time when I had fo much to claim my.
attention, is a proof that my mind was deeply cngaged
in the fubject : They carry with them the moft convin-
cmg evidence, that if the fick fuffcred, as they indifput-
ably did, more than might be cxpc&ed had the Con.
grefs donc their part, either in making the neceflary
provifion, before the campaign began, or underfteod
how to regulate matters rightly at ficft ; or had been
as attennve, in applying feafonable remedics, as I was,

to point out the diforders and means of redrefs, it was

* not owing to any neglet of mine, or any fault that
y neg ’ ¥

have yet “been reproached with, from want of expe- -

rience or abilities for the tafk, or of zeal and adtivity
in difcharging my duty : Bur of this, let the impartial
judge. 'The letter is as folluws :

7o Doflor BENJAMIN R'USH._'
Member of the Medical Committee of CONGRESS.
S 1 R, Hackinfack, 0. 20, 1776,

Y command of General Wafhington, all the fick

and woundcd, both in the General Hofpital, and
thofe remaining under the care of Regimental Sur-
geons, are removed within thefe two days, to this fide
the river, and chiefly in this neighbourhood : They
amount to feveral hundreds, in addition to about 300
who were before removed to Newark, and 4 or 500 in

Orange County. I have neither, Commiffary near at

hand, nor Q_aitcrmaﬁer, and brought with me only
three

<

A
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three Mates :  One Surgeon who was to follow, is hourly®
expefted. The General’s commands were to leave a re-
fpetable body of Surgeons and Mates above Kingfbridges
a general action being daily expected, as the whole force
of the enemy is drawn to that quarter. So foon as I
get this pact of the General Hofpital into order and re-
gularity, I am to return; and provide accommodations

t the White Plains, for which indeed I gave the necef-
fary orders before I came over, that in cale the commu-
nication by the North-River fhould be cut off, for a
while, which no doubt the enemy mean to attempt,

- fuitable provifion may be made for the wounded, fhould

v

there be a general a&tion, which is daily expeted. I
wrote to Mr. Gerry, giving an account of the ftate of
the hofpital, fince the affair of Long-Ifland which E
wifh you to fee. My anxiety to preferve hofpital ftores
occafioned my removal of the heavy articles to Stam-
ford, which'I effcted, juft in time to prevent their fall-
ing hito the enemy’s hands. Great part of what re-
mained at New-York, were again divided, part ta'be"
removed to Kingibridge, with the Hofpital Surgeonsand -
Mates, who remained with the army ; the reft to be
fent with the fick to Newark. In packipg and unpack=’
ing medicines, and dealing them out, with other hofpi=-
tal ftores, to. Regimental Surgeons and Mates, near one

" half of our mates of the hofpital have been employed ”

the whole {fummer and autumn, to this time, to the
mere {ubverfion,and almoft total deftruction,of the Ge-
neral Hofpital. We are now f{carcely any thing more
than colletors and retailers to Regimental Surgeons and
Mates ; and the ftores are fo divided, wafted, and diffi
pated, that without a new arrangement,*and abundant
more afliftance than we have, or can have, or the hof=
pital continning fixed in on¢ place, we fhall fhortly be
incapable of yielding any afliftance at all. The greateft
difficulty is the fupplying medicines to the wholg army. .
Think how T came to have that charge,/in addition'to
my duty as DireCtor-Gegerz/, &< and that'it was oply
; defigned .
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defigned as a temporary expedient ; and confider the
difficulties and inconveniences of continuing to execute
it, and you muft foon be convinced how impracticable
it is for me to anfwer the intention. When I firft ar-
rived in the army, I found the Regimental Surgeons de-

ftitute of medicines, inftruments, and bandages ; there-.

fore a ufelefs fet, in cafe of a&tion. I reprefented this
to General Wathington, and pointed out to him-the ne-
ceflity of every regiment being fupplied, the enfuing
campaign, with a medicine cheft for the whole year:
But where to get the medicines was the queftion, or
who was to fit out the ‘Surgeons. I recommended an

application to Congrefs, to employ fome one in Phila-

delphia, to provide chefts for each regiment. Whilft
matters were under confideration, Bofton was evacuated
by the Britith troops : By dint of unwearicd affiduity,

4

1
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I colleted a great number of blankets, beds and rugs,

which had been left, by the Britfh army, in hofpitals, -

‘barracks, and in the river : I had them wafhed, and
made fit for ufe. By the General’s Orders T took pof-
feflion of alarge Druggift’s fhop, and a finall one of 2
private practitioner, after they were gleaned of capital
articles, as camphor, rhubarb, bark, opium, &c. The
General concluding it would be a means of fupplying"
the regiments, as well as General lofpital, ordered me
to purchafe fuch articles as were wanted, and as T could .
get, and make out chefts for every regiment, in the ar-
my which he commanded: This made it late before I
could get to New-York, and above half the mates were
employed, in packing and accompanying the medicines

to New-York. Hearing, on my arrival, that the Con-

grefs bad a large affortment of medicines at Philadel-
phia, and being called upon by the furgeons,in the nor-
thern department, to fupply them, I haftened to Phila-
delphia to confer with a Committee of Congrefs, and
have my duty better afcertained : I found that of a va-
Juable aflfortment of capital articles, which the Congrefs
had purchafed, there had been confidereble deductions
: ) for
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for the ufe of the fouthern army,and part fold, as if the
quantity was greater than was required for public ufe 2
On which I reprefented to the Committee the neceflity
of hufbanding the- ftock well. I begged that a fhare
might be appropriated for the ufe of the army under
General Wathington, ard undertook to furnifh for the
prefent campaign, the regiments of that army, with
chefts for the campaign, not imagining they would ex-

* ¢eed the number of 4o regiments, efpecially as the Flying

Camp was to form a feparate department ; and was fearful
left, if regiments were uncqually ferved,great partofthe
Surgeons would be deftitutcand ufelefs. To make out thte

* better, I bought up all the valuable articles I could meet
~ with at New-York, and elfewhere : Befides 5 regi-
- mernts which I fupplyed with chefts at Boftén, and 20

to the northward, I fupplyed, from the beginning of Ju-~
Iy to the middle of Auguft, above 40 cheftss Then

refh demands came from hofts of miliua, the numbers
countlefs, who joined the army, deftitute of every thing
neceflary for fick and wounded, as inftruments, ban-
dages, or medicines : They demanded even their provi-
fions,as well as medicines,from me, and our whole force
of Surgeons and Mates were chiefly employed to furnifh
the Regimental Surgeons: The labour was too great,
the tafk beyond our abilities, for medicines became more
fearce every day, and our ftores diffipated. The mak-
ing provifion, to fave part of our ftores, before the af-
fair of Long-Ifland, and the confufion in which we
have been ever fince, moving about by detachment 3
the fick fcattered, under the care of Regimental Sur-
geons, for a tract of 30 miles and upwards; only one
apothecary being allowed 5 =o leifure for either him or
me to leave the army, and look out for fupplies ;5 and
nome to be got for writing, or next to none 5 the wound-
ed requiring our care ; deftitute of help from Quarter-
mafters and Commiffaries, when removed to a diftance 5
All concur to fhew that the refolve of Congrefls, that

the Directors fhall fupply medicines to the Regimental
g Surgeons,
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Burgeons, is a thing impoflible, at leaft in my depart-
mens, for any length of time, unlefs I am allowed to
Ieave the camp,and range through the different States,or -~
rather to employ a variety of perfons for that purpofe.
Ihave reprefented the matter to the General, and now
hope the Congrefs will take it into confideration. [
have been reduced to the neceffity of fending a furgeon
to proceed through New-England, to colleét medicines,
as Do&tor Stfinger is gone in perfon, for his depart-
ment. I have wroteto Governor Trumbull and the
Aflembly of Connedticut, for their affiltance ; to the
State of New-York for help ; fent for and iffucd out all
my own ftock of medicines ; purchafed from public bo-
dies, and private practitioners; wrote to Mr. Bafs, Mr.
Smith and others : All is infufficient: 1 fhall make out
another lift, and fend to Mr. Smith ; but I fear much

that I fhall not get what I want, in Philadelphia : Itis

diftrefling to the laft degree, to be harrafled with fuch
unceafing clamorous demands, for what I neither have,
nor can get 3 and if 1 had them, I have not help fuffi-
cient to iffue them out, it being as much as two or three
perfons can do to prepare, and iffue out medicines for
*he fick in the General Hofpital, diffufed as ours is, and
neceffarily fo..

General Wathington has ordered me to draw up a
plan for the government of the General Hofpital, and
of the Regimental Surgeons, {uch as I think practicable
in the execution, and beft calculated to anfwer the de»
fignof both : I prefented him witha rough fketch,
which he has examined, and made his remarks :
Lord Sterling has done the fame ; and it is now in the
hands of General M‘Dougall 5 andit is to pafs through
General Green’s , then to undergo correétions and a-
mendments, to lay before the Congrefs, for which this
may prepare you. 1

This minute 1 learn, that the Britifh troops bave with+
drawn from Frog’s-Point ; arelanded at New Rochell 3

: a
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3 general aftion is hourly expeéted 5 an important event,
on which much depends. ol
“he defign of this letter is, principally, to prepare th
- attention of Congrefs to the affairs of my department.

We want rags, old liangl, bandages, lint, tow, thread,
acedles and pins, &c.: T@«& are not to be got here.
Would it not be worth the @ttention of a Committee of
Congrefs, or fome active Members, to fet fome inhahj-
tants of the city to colleét thefe, and other neceffary
articles, and fend off with difpatch. They cannot come
too foon, or in larger quantity than fufficient. The
hofpita] has been drained by fupplying Regimental Sur-
geons. We muft depend on the public to furnifh frefh
fupplies : They are not to be got here: I am over-
whelmed with bufinefs ; Icannot leave the hofpital to go
in fearch of them. . fnow give notice of my difficulties,
while I can, in time, that in cafe of falling fhort of the
qtiantity of thofe neceffaries, I may not be blamed for the
impoffibility of colleting them.

I thall inclofe you a lift of medicines wanted for fuch
an army as General Wathington’s, which I conceive to
be rather moderate than extravagant. Without {o ca-
pital a ftock is provided in time, we {hall be unfurnifhed
for another campaign : Nor do I think it fufficient for
more than fix fuch monthsas the laft. Judge then whether
it will not be neceflary to employ Commiflaries to pur-
chafe medicinés ; to prepare them before they come to
the army ; to provide a place of fafery, at a proper dif-
tance from danger, and not {ubje& to continual move-
ments; to have an Apothecary for the army or regi-
ments, diftiné& from the Hofpital Apothecary, and
“gmates and labourers to affift in iffuing them ount, when
wanted, to the refpeétive Surgeons. I remain,

Sir, your moft humble Servant,
JGHN MORGAN. ,

The Public may defire to know what was the effedy
of the above reprefestation 2nd earneft application for
A fome

-
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fome relief. There are few, perhags, but readily con-
clude, that this notice of my/diﬁ‘iculties produced im-
mediate and powerful afliftance ; or, that the Congrefs

_did me ample juftice, in exculpating me from all cens
{ure and blame for want of Quite the contrary of
all this is the fa&t. No notice was taken of this
information, that ever came to my knowledge, thao if
3t were a tale of what happened in ages pait, that did
no ways concern ourfelves,

When the remnant of the army -that retreated from
Brunfwick kad croffed the Delaware, I proceeded to
Philadelphia, to wait on Congrefs, and to lay matters
before them in perfon, for fuch regnlations for the bet-
ter care of the fick and wounded, as were fuitable to the
occafion, and to obtain an explanation and amendment
of the refolves of Congrefs, Oétober gth. I met Doc-

.tor Rufh in the ftreet, and attempted, for a moment, to .

detain him, till I could acquaint him with the prefent
circumftances, and fituation of affairs : He gave meno
time: All he faid was, that ¢“ he was glad I was come ;
it would take a great burden from his fhoulders,” and
pafled on. When'I afterwards called upon him, at his
houfe, to reprefent matters to him there, asa Member
of the Medical Committee, for relief ; the fum of his
anfwer was, that ¢ he would not, for ten times the con-
fideration;* go through the amazing toils and difficulties
ef my ftation.” Burt inftead of relief from the difficul-

ties and hard(hip of my fituation, all the returns I res
ceived from Congrefs, are complaints difregarded, griev-

ances unredreficd,and, withont an hearing, and without
afligning a reafon, a difmiflion from rhy ftation, as if
Congrefs intended to fix a fligma on my charaéter. But
however hidden the motives for fuch conduét are, 2
day may come, when thefe will be fully underftood.
T'he farme Gentleman who then felt, or feemed to feel
for my fituation, having fince accepted a place, near of
kin to that which he then {o earneftly deprecated, may
perhaps remember it. T can truly fay, fhould he afpire
to,

po
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to, or hereafter enjoy, that very place, I do not wifiy
him the ill-treatment and ingratitude for his fervices in
it, which I have experienged.

TO SHEW how difficult it was for me to re-
ceive any exat information frem Congrefs, on fuch
particulars as I conceived it neceflary o know, I need
;ml: acquaint the reader with the foliowing particu-
ars. '

. Being applyed to by Dottor Potts, who adted in the
charaéter of Diretor in 2 feparate branch of the nor-
thern department, to fend him proper perfons, to affift
him, otherwife it would not bein his power to dif-
charge the truft repofed in him, I nominated two gen-
tlemen for that purpofe, in the quality of a Surgeon,

and Apothecary to that part of the hofpiral.

“  As other demands of ‘that fort might be made upoa
qme, I wrote to Mr. Charles Thom{on, Secretary, re-
gquefling him to acquaint me, from the Journals of the

Congrefs, whether the nomination of Surgeons to il
up vacancies, in any part of the General Hofpital of the
narthern department, refted with me, as Dire&tor-Ge-
neral and Phyfician in Chief of the American Hofpital,
It appeared, that Podtor Stringer had been impowered
to take charge of the northern department, the nature
of which I did not fuliy underftand : ButI thought the
refolves of July 17, laft, warranted me to call upon
him, as one of the Diretors, for returns of furgeons,-
mates, and other officers, &c. but then he had wrote
word to me, that he conceived him(elf to be a fenior of-
ficer, and upon a fuppofition of our ever coming toge-
ther, expected precedence, from that priority, or to
take rank of me ; ard had given me to underfand in
exprefs terms, that he never would be accountable to
me, or to any perfon, but the Commander of the parti-
cular department where he was, orto the Commander
in Chief : And referred me to the votes of Congrefs,

September 14, for the particulars of his appointment.
‘ Having
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" Having no accefs to thofe votes otherwife, I informed
the Secretary, in the lerter which I wrote him, of my
defive to avoid interfering wigh Doétor Stringer, in his
department, from any mifconception of the intentions
of Congrefs 5 and afked as a favour, that he would be
pleafed to let me have a copy of the votes, relative to
Dodtor Stringer’s appointment and infti uctions, and to
Do&or Shippen’s appointment and inftrutions, that I
might know whether it was the duty of thofe Gentlemen
to make me the fpecified returns of July r7th, or not. .

Did’he comply with my requeft ? Or what anfwer did
this pelite, obliging Secretary, return me, and two other
Gentlemen, Membeis of Congrefs, to whom I aifo
wrote to requeft they would fecond my application to
Bim for copies of the votes and inftrudions, &c. ? He
fent them not, but in place thereof, in a pofitive nia-
gifterial way, gave me to underftand, (in which how-
ever, he was greatly miftaken)that “undoubiedly, at the.
appointment of thofe Gentlemen, they had the fame

. powers given to them, in a/l refpeéis, of nominating el

own furgeons, nurfes, &c. in their departments;

had myfelf in mine 5 and as to rank and prece-
dence, and all that nonfenfe (as he called it) there was
uothing in the Journals to eftablifh ic”

By this time, I had obtained from Doétor
him{clf a copy of his appointment, and of
vefted in him by Congrefs, Sept. 14, 1775
27} which enabled me to point out his miftale, by
thewing him that Do&or Stringer bad no power give
him, by thofe relolves, of nominatitig a £
or any officers whatever, except o nur
toexceed four ; a power not caual ot
of the ¢ rgeons, appointed by me, as
a power of nominating five mates 5 3
Iiberty to tell this GREA T MAN !«
cerned me to be well acquainted with,
of my condué, I preferred a ftate of ¢ ,
€s, on which I could form a judgment of my own, on
the ¢vidence they afforded 5 2nd that had he been

pleafed

er

String




‘ % )

pleafed to have examined thefe refolves of Congrefs, his
difebliging oblervations on rank and precedence, mignt

' have been fpared ; 1 further told him, that men bred
up in the army, had different notions from what he
feemed to entertain, and that fuppofiag their rank and
their pay were to come into competition with each
other, every officer of fpirit and honour, would rathes
facrifice his pay, as of lefs confequence, than his rank ;
and then afked him, if it was a matter of no impor-
tance, how it came to pafs that the Congrefs, in theie
late refolves, had determined that the furgeons and
mates of the hofpital fhould take rank of regimental
furgeons and matcs.

His letter, in reply to this, contained in it {everal ex-
preflions fo rude, and impertinent to the matterin hand,
that [ chufe to omit them ; but he very cynically obs
ferved, that * having never been converfant in courts
or camps, he doubted not that his way of thinkirg, (as
if that were to be the ftandard, and fupercede the votes
of Congrefs, of which he ought to have confidered hini-

' felf the fervant, and not the mafter) might appear as
old fathioned to them, asthcir proceedings, at times,
appear ridiculous to him, where rank ftands for meriz,
and that fantaftical thing ca'led honour, {with which, by
his invectives on it,he gives room enough to fuppofe heis
litcle acquainted) fupplys the place of virtue ;7 and con-
cluded with a rhaplody on Commonwealths,that I coh-
ceived to be very foreign to the fubj &, 2s I never afked
for a difplay of his principles, having barely requefted
fuch information of the refolves of Congrefs as might
enable me to know,and to difcharge my duty, the betiers
I only wifhed to gnard againft breaking down thofe bar-
riers, which were moft like;y to fecure my 1ank and
authority from' innovations upon them ; and whic
baps, this very Gentleman might be infirvmentai in is«
troducing, afterwards, into tke votes of Oduber oih,
which 1 conceived I had fo much reafon to complain of,

~as the firft approach that was m2c¢e o undermine my
. commiflion,
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c’omrhiﬂion, which however could not be tharotghly
effcfted, without attemptinf likewife to blow up my
seputation, though snfucceisfully.

TH AT I may at length bring this detail and exa-
mination of fa&s to a conclufion, I fhall make fome
abftradts from feveral certificates and teftimonials, pres
fented to me by the Gentlemen of the General Hofpis
tal who have accidentally fallen in my way, fince the
affair of my aifmiffién happened, which has enabled me
to obtain their fentiments on the fubject. ‘

Thefe abftradts fet forth, that on being called upon
for the purpofe, and confidering themfelves in honour
obliged to certify faéts of which they are acquainted,
refpe@ing the condud@ and management of JOHN
MORG AN, Efg; late Diretor-General of the Ame-
rican Hofpital, and Phyfician in Chief, from being
officers in faid hofpital, and therefore falling under their
cognizance. '

To ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

They teftity,——That the faid JOHN MORGAN,
gave orders to the different Surgeons of the General:
Hofpiral, to receive under their care all patients belong-
ing to the army, whether fick: or wounded, that were
duly reported and found to be proper objedls, without
diftin@ion, with full power to draw on the faid depart-
ment for whatever medicinal and other ftores could be
procured-—That the faid Direttor-General was ever at-
tentive to any calls which they made upon him, for the
fupply of the hofpital, and for procuring comfortable
accommodation, previfion, neceflaries and refreth-
ments for the fick—=That in particular inftances, on the
breaking up of Regimental Hofpitals, and routing of
the fick, by the approach of the enemy, the fick being
poured upon his care in vaft numbers, without either

Surgeon, Mate, Quartermafter, or any one officer to
accompany : Doftor MORG AN having bue little
aftiftance
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affiftance “for fich amazing and fudden increafe of
qi.lmbers, went from houfe to houfe, to procure guar-
ters for the fick, and provifion for their fupport; in-
firudting the Country People in what manner to take
chiarge of them, even to fecigg them provide their meals
for prefent refrefhment, and take care for their futare
fuftenance—That he vifited the hofpitals, going through
each ward in perfon, to fee that the fick were duly at-
tendéd, and provided for—That he confulted very rea-
dily with the Surgeons, and gave his afliftance wheng-
ver there was occafion, and fhewed a readinels to re~
move anysdifficulty that offered to the utmoft of his
power— That he performed capital operations himfelf,
when prefent, or affifted the Surgeons of the hofpital
therein, and hath ftooped to do the duties of 2 mere
mdte, in drefling the moft fimple, as well as the moft
dangerous wounds of the foldiers in the General Hof-
pital, as an example and encouragement to the officérs
uinder him, to attend carefully to that duty—That if
the fick have at any time {uffered more than ufual, ie
has been from unavoidable accidents, not in his power
to remedy—That there were no complaints of the fick

*ﬁ'cring in the General Hofpital under their care ; but

" that the unealinefs which arofe was, concerning the care |

and provifion of thofe who were, retained in their regi-

. _ments, and not reported to the General Hofpital—That

~  they have been witnefles to his conftant application and

3

attention to the duties of his ftation, in which his dili-
gence, affiduity, care of, and humanity towards the
' fick and wounded, were abundantly evimznt—That the
principal caufes of the fufferings of the fick, the laft
‘campaign, proceeded from the regimental fick not
- being properly reported to the Geseral Hofp#al, and,
‘in fome inftances, to the anaveidable {carcity of par-
ticular medicines and other ftores, which could not be
procured, atall times, in {ufficient quantities, and not,
fo far as ever came under their notice, to any want of
care and attention in the Dire&or-General ; but princi-
' U L 'pally -
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.- pally from the rcacatcd movements of the army, which
expofed the fick and wounded to fufferings that ceuld
in-no ways be remedied, under thofe ¢iscumftances—
And are firmly of opinion, that no perfon whatever,
acting in the ftation of Direftor-General, under the

fame circumflances, could poflibly have given univers
fal fatisfaction.”

T H E above abftradls are taken from certificates
figned by John Warrem, Philip Turner, and William
Euftis, Efquires, Surgeons of the General Hofpital,
and Ifaac Ledyard, -Efq; Apothecary to the General

"Hofpital, in the Eaftern Department. Doctor Fofter
was generally detached, and at a diftance. I have never
feen Doctors Adams, M‘Knight, or Burnet, fince my
difmiflion, to converfe with them on the fubjeét ; but -
have no doubt of meeting with equal readinefs in them,
to teftify to the fame faithful difcharge of my duty,
with the other Gentlemen, whenever they are called:
upon for that purpofe. But what occafion is there for:
further evidence. To accumulate it, would, in my' opi-
nion, be as unneceflary as to hold up torches to the fu

7

n
“ When Phebus does his beams a'g',f;)/a'y, ! _‘
8¢ To tell men gravely, that ’tis day, 4 4
¢ Is to fuppofe them blind? R

It may not be improper to fay a.few words, refpcét=
ing the Gentlemen who have aéted immediately under
me 3 one of whom is raifed to the rank of Decputy Di-
rector General; None of them, that I know of, have
done difcredit to their places. i R
However Congrefs may reconcile it to themfelves, and * =
to thie juftice thatis fuppofed to be due to Gentlemen =
of unexceptionable charactews, that. have\fcrved them ¢
faithfully, and with approved ability, from the begin-% =
ning of the war ; and have deferved well at their hands,
for what they have done and fuffered, from being con-
ftantly epgaged as Surgeons in the Geperal H{quitgl, t
S : ince
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fince its firft eftablithment ; to pafs them by, and ta
place over their heads fome who were never before in
the fervice, and others who were their juniors ; they
have, however unintentionally, done great honour to
my appointments. Of three Gentlemen whom I po-
minated, and who have ferved under me, as Surgeons,
who are all Iever appointed, and wefe the youngeft in”

~ the hofpitals of my department, two of them are pro-

moted, by Congrefs, to the ftations of Phyfician Gene-
‘ral, and Surgeon General, in the Army. Can a firon-
ger proof be given of the care “and fidelity with which
1 exercifed that truft, than in employing, as officers un~

~ der me, Gentlemen whom the Congrefs itfelf has feen

fit, fince, to diftinguifh in’ fo extraordinary a manner ?.
And when one of the beforementioned Gentlemen,

-~ who had juft reafon to expet to be noticed amongit

the firft appointments in the department, was for fome
time, at leaft, wholly overlooked, by them, as he was
to my knowledge, probably, becaufe he could not con-
fent to be troubling Congrefs, either by himfelf or
friends, with folicitations in his behalf, though they
were not ignerant of his fervices ; and though brother

_ to HIM, who laid down his life in their CAUSE, and

whofe memory is held facred by them ; but who, with-

-, out deriving merit from any extrinfic or adventitious
~ gircumftances, has conduéted himfelf in a manner that

3
¢
A

refleéts honour upon his talents and humanity ! :
If Congrefs could be capable then, of fo long neglect-
ing the known, but modeft worth of Doétor JOH N
W A RREN, the world may lefs wonder they thould®
fo eafily get over the obligations they owed to myfelf,

_ and to their.own reputation. 2

As to the Mates, many of them are raifed to the
rank of Surgeons of Regiments, and I doubt not, that
by their fuperior knowledge in the duties of their fta--
tion, above what' many of their predeceflors enjoyed,
they will refle@ credit on the General Hofpital, under
my direction; a2 Schoel to qualify them for fuperiop
fervices, 4 : Ag



( 156 )

As to myfelf, and the unworthy treatment I have
met with ; I call it unworthy} for fo-it is, in'refpect to
me, howeyer worthy it may be of ‘the authors of it}
whatever credit and growing fathe fome may imaging
they have acquired by it, Iconfider it not as any difho-
nour to me, but to thofe only who have procured its

Time, the great revealer of Méns motives as well ag

aftions, will perhaps, one day, unmaik the private and
difguifed defigns of men, who cover them at prefent,
with a pretext of public good, but which are vifible by

their alions to the quicker fight of difcerning meny

who judge of a tree, not by its appearances, but its
fruits. 1 do not envy them, but rather wondér, and
wifh them to enjoy the juft reward of their devices: =

: j ;

. Nec Drances potius, five /}a»c' eft ira dearum,
€ Morte luat ; five ¢ff virtus aut glria, tollat.”

I doubt not, but they will. fail, however, in one part -
of cheirsdefign, and by endeavouring to throw an -

- odium or my charater, fix an indeliable mark on theix

¥

own ; and, perhaps, find that injuftice fo fweet to their
tafte, may, before it is digefted, bring forth gaul and
bitternefs, and what they have fovied in deceit and folly,
they may reap in.remorfe and difappointment.

Leaving them, therefore, to the opinien which the
jufter and wiler part of mankind may bave of them in

this proceeding, and to “the operation of that inward

monitor in their eown breafts, I am fatisfied in having
hung cut lights ta thofe embarked in the fame bottom
with defigning men, who fteering amidft rocks and

quick-fands, * hold themfclves in readinefs to plunder :

the veflel they mean to wreck.”

I have endeavoured to difcharge my duty in what I
undertock from- principle, /according to my degree of
knowledge and capacity, with faithfulnefs and diligence ;
and what I value mocethan knowledge or capacity a-

- Jone, with humanity ; from whence refults the approba-
tion of a good confcience, which as my enemies, with
: ' : : all
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all their power, cannot give, fo neither ean they take
away. Why then fhould Irepine at the portion of
difficulties, that, in times like. thefe, have fallen "to my
+lot, and which I have neither coveted, mor been able to
fhun ¢ Having been bornin freedom, I claim it, in
commQn with evéry other freeman, as an indifputable,
. unalienable right, which I have never {urrendered to
. any ope, to-defend my good name from the attacks of
infididus men, of -whatever clafs or. denomination.  Be
it ever, therefore, my part to declare, without fear and
without referve, ‘that true Freedom is my ¢ unconquer-
ble delight,” and that I'am equally a foe to falfe preten-
ces of liberty, and ¢ to every fpecies of bondage,” but
moft to ‘¢ that of the mind.”
As to thofe who have made themfelves bufy to refle&t
. on my charater, I confider their envy to be rather a
proof of merit, than dread the power of their malicg to

affe& me, fince, in every age,

¢ Envy dees merit, asits fbade, purfue, .
¢ _And by the fhadow, proves the fubflance true.”_

" But neither pretending, nor wifhing, to derive any
merit from that {ource, I willingly fubject the validity
of the preceeding narrative, and exact reprefentation of
fa@s, to the ftricteft ferutiny of the impartial and dif-
intercfted part of the communitw: To their equitable
and candid decifion therefore, this Defence of my pub-
lic condu, againft all the fecret arts and impotent ma-
* lice of a fet of invidious and plotting men, who bave

‘fought to eftablifh their power and influence, on my
njured Innocence and Reputation, is chearfully fub-

mitted. :

POSTSCRIPT

»
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podTschrpeT
%Y The Iialick Letters (in parentbefis) in the Memerial to General
WASHINGTON, wwere, az fixfhy intended to point out to thofe parts of the Ap-
pendiz, which more particularly regard the fafis, there mentioned 5 but it being
afterwards found neceffary 30 change ihe order of the prosfs and illufirations,
#be references were afierwards drepped, for the [ake of connelting them with

sbofe facls, and otbers wbich were omitted in the Memorialy jn the file of o

entinued Narrativey for tbe grester eafs of the Readero
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