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The Tryal of Spencer Camper, Efq; &c\

I Vie Mercurii \6 Julii, 1699.

fnv i .-. :iui iv>ii was made for all perlons concerned to attend

CI. of An: X 7OU good Men that are empanell'd to enquire, ere anfwer to your names, and fave

V ypur Fines.

-*■ Then Ellis Stephens, William Rogers and John Marfan being upon Bail, Proclamation

was made for them to attend, which they accordingly did, and Mr. Confer was brought into Court

by the Under-Sheriff.

CI. of Arr. Spencer Coivperhold up thy hand, (which he did.) 'John Marfan hold up thy hand, (which
he did.) Ellis Stevens hold up thy hand, (which he did.) Wtillam Rogers hold up thy hand, (which he did.)
You ftand Indicted by the Names of Spencer Confer, late of the Parifh of St. Johns, in the Town of

Hertford, in the Cojinfy of Hertford, Efqj John Marfon, late of the Parifh aforefaid, in the County afore

faid, Gentleman. Ellis Stevens, late of the Parifh aforefaid, in the County aforefaid, Gentleman and

William Rogers, late of the Parifh aforefaid, in the County aforefaid, Gentleman. For that you not

having God before your eyes, but being moved and feduced by the indication of the Devil, on the thir

teenth day of March, ifi the Eleven Year of the Reign of hisprefent Majefty, -by force and arms, zrc. at

the Parifli aforefaid, in- the County aforefaid, in and upcta one SHrah Stptit Spinfte'r, in the Peace of God

and our Sovereign Lord the King, then and there being, violently, felonioufly, voluntarily, and of your
malice afore thought, did make an Aflault -, and that you the aforefaid Spencer Coivper, John Marfon, Ellis

Stevens and William Rogers, a certain Rope ofno value, '.'Ztbdut- the neck of the faid Sarah then and there

felonioufly, voluntarily, and of your malice afore thdught", did put, place, fix and bind, and the neck

and throat of the faid Sarah, then and there with the hands of you the faid Spencer Coivper, John Marfon,
Ellis Stevens and Willi*™. Rogers, felonioufly, voluntarily, and of your malice aforethought, did hold,

fqueeze, and gripe: Antb that you "the frfd Spencett Confer', John Marfon, E'lis Stevens^ and William Rogers,
with the aforefaid Rope/^f )K>U the -faid Spencer Cancer,

• John Marfon, E'lis Stevens and "'William Rogers,
then as aforefaid about the neck of the aforefaid Sarah Stout put, placed, fixed, bound and by the fqueez-
ing and griping of the neck and throat of the faid Sarah with the hands of you the faid Spencer Confer,

John Marfon. Ellis Stevens^rxd William Rogers as- aforefaid, th&£Md Sarah Stout^then and there, by force of*

arms, vrc\ felonidufly* voffihtarily, *nd of yoir malice^aforechought, did. choak and ftrangle ; by reafon

of which choaking and {tranglimg of her the laid Sarah Stout, by you the aforefaid Spencer Cowper, John

Marfon, Ellis Stevens and William Rogers, with the faid Rope about the neck of the faid Sarah Stout as

aforefaid, placed, fixed and bound, and by the fqueezing and griping of the neck and throat of the faid

Sarah with the hands of you the faid Spencer Coivfer* John Marfon, E'lis Stevens artd William Rogers, as afore

faid, the faid Sarah tntn arid &*re infkntly dyed: -And fo you the hid- Spencer Copper, John Marfon, Ellis

Stevens and William Rogers, the faid Sarah Stout, on the thirteenth day of March, in the year aforefaid,
in the Parifh aforefaid, in the County aforefaid, in manper and form aforefaid, felonioufly, voluntarily,
and of your malice aforethought, did kill and murder ■* antf the faid Sarah Stout, as aforefaid, by you

the faid Spencer Coivper, John Marfan^ Ellis Stevens and William Rogers, felonioufly, voluntarily, and out

of your malice aforethought,
choaked and ftrangled. into a certain River, there being called the Priory

River then fecretly and malicioufly did put and caft, to conceal and hide theffcid Sarah Stout fo murder

ed, againft the Peace ofour Lord the King, 'his Crown and 3p)ignity, e*r. How fay'ft thou,■ Spencer Coivfer9
art thou Guilty of the Felony and Murder whereof thou ftand'ft Indicled, or not Guilty

*

Mr. Coivper. Not Guilty. CI. of Arc. Culprit, How wilt thou be tried ?

Mr. Confer. By God and my Country.
CI. of An. God jfend ypu agood deliteranqe. -. ",j,
Then the othef three pleaded lrkewife,Not Guilty, and put themfelves upon their Country in man

ner afbre&d, ,,,.,/ ';' .,.'.,. ,.
.
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Then Proclamation was made for Information.

CI. of Arr. You the Prifoners at tne Bar, Thefe men that you fhall hear call'd, and perfopally appear,
are to pafs between our Soveraign Lord the King and you', Upon Trial of your feveral Lives and Deaths;
Therefore if you will challenge 'em, or any of 'em, your time to fpeak is as they come to the Book to be

Sworn, before they be Sworn.

Then the Pannelwas called over.

CI. «f Arr. Do you defign to joyn in your Challenges, or to Challenge feperately?
Mr. Coivper, If we fhould Challenge feparately, there muft be fo many feparate Tryals, and therefore

to prevent the
trouble of tfre Court, I am willing there: ftiould be but one Challenge for all.

CI. of Arr. Gentlemen, Do you all agree to that ? Prifoners. Yes, yes.
Then after fome Challenges, as well on the part of the King as of the Prifoners, there not bsincr a
full Jury of the principal Pannel :

Mr. Coivper, If your Lordfhip pleafe, the Pannel is now gone through, I defire they may fliew fome le-

rral Caufe for their Challenges.
^•Mn Jones, I conceive we that are retain'd for the Kingsre not bound tolhew any Caufe, or the Ciufe

is fugicient if we fay they are not Good for the King, and that is allow'd to be a good Caufe of Challen

ges,
for what other Caufe can we'lhew in this Cafe. You are not to ftiew your Caufe, you Challenge

peremptorily,, H> in
this Cafe the King does. ,

j °?

Mr. Confer, '4Ay L%re> Pftand at the Bar with fome difadvantage, to encounter a Gentleman that hath'

no Concernment 5 but however, I do take.it for Law, that there muft be a Caufe fliew'd, and that Caufe
mull



muft be a legal one, and what that Caufe is they muft certainly make out. I do think it ought to appear
that th:re is fome relation, or fome notorious Affection or Friendfhip, or fomething of that fort, or o-

therwifeis not a legal Caufe of Challenge 3 and if there feem to be any difficulty in this particular, I

hope your Lordfhi.) will affign me Councel to argue it with the Kings Councel.
Mr. Earon Hat fell. Mr. (Ion-per, you are not under fuch difadvantage as men ufually are that ftand where

you
now do. You ryve been educated ib the ftudy of the Law, and underftand it very well, I have fe-

veral times feen how you have manag'd your Clients Caufes to their advantage. As for this matter of

Challenge, Mr. Jones,' I think you fhould fhew your Caufe of Challenge, tho' the Law allows the Prifo-

ner the liberty to Challenge 20 peremptorily.
Mr. Jones, I don't know, in all my practice of this nature, that it was ever put upon the King to fhew

Caufe, and I believe fome of the Kings Councel will fay they have not known it done.

Air. Coivper, In L. Ch. Juftice Hales's Picas of the Crcnn, p. 259. it is exprefsly fo, and in the Statute of

33 E. 1. 'tis faid the King fhall not Challenge without Caufe and that muft be legal.
CI. of Arr. Call Daniel Clarke.

Mr. Baron Hatffell. Mr. Jones, if you can fay any Jury-man hath faid any thing concerning this Caufe,

and given his Verdict, by way of difcourfe, or fliew'd his affection one way or other, that would
be good

Caufe of Challenge.
Mr. Jones. My Lord, then we fhould keep you here while to morrow morning.
Mr. Baron Hatffell. If there hath been any great Friend/hip between any Jury-man and the party, it

will look ill if he be infilled upon.

Mr.Cozvper. My Lord, I don't infift upon it, but I profefs I know of no Friendfhip, only that Mr.

Clarke in Elections hath taken our Intereft in Town 3 I know I have a juft Caufe, and I m ready to be

tryed before your Lordfhip and any fair Jury of the County j therefore I do not infift upon it.

Then the Jury fworn was as followeth :

Evan. Lloyd, Efqj John Harrow, >. r Thomas Parott, Rich. Crouch,
William Watfon, George Ho Igatc, v. J Sam, Wallinghamt John CocJ^,

John Prior, John Stracey. } £ Francis Cole, Rich. Dickinfon.
Mr. Confer. My Lord, I humbly move that I may have Pen, Ink and Paper.
Mr. Baron Hatffell. Ay, by all means.

CI. of Arr. Hold up your hand, (which he did) And fo of the reft.

You of the Jury look upon the Prifoners, and hearken to their Charge. They ftand Indicted by the
names of, Cfc. (?rout in the Indictment (mutatis mutandis.} ,

Jury. My Lord, we defire we may have Pen, Ink and Paper.
Clerl^of the Affile. There are three of the Jury defire Pen, Ink and Paper.
Mr. Baron Hatfell. Let as many have it as will.

*

Mr. Jones. May it pleafe your Lordfhip, and you Gentlemen that are fworn, I am of Councel for the

King in this Caufe, and it is upon an Indictment by which the Gentlemen at the Bar ftand accus'd for

one of the fouleft and moft wicked Crimes almoft that any Age can remember ; I believe in your Coun

ty you never knew a fact of this nature: For here is a young Gentlewoman of this County murdsr'd and

itrangled in the night time. The thing was done in the dark, therefore the Evidence cannot be fo

plain as otherwife might be.
After fhe was ftrangled and murder'd, fhe was carried and thrown into a River to ftifle the fact, and

to make it fuppos'd that fhe had murder'd herfelf 3 that it was indeed, if it prove otherwife, a double

Murder, and a Murder accompanied with all the Circumftances of Wickednefs and Villany that I re

member in all my Practice, or ever read of

This Fact, as it was committed in the ni£ht time, fo it was carried very fecret, and it is very well we

have had fo much light as we have to give fo much fatisfaction : For we have here in a man-

manner two Tryals, one to acquit the party that is dead, and to fatisfie the world, and vindi

cate her reputation that fhe did not murder herfelf, but was murder'd by other Hands. For my

part, I fhall never Councel in the cafe of Blood aggravate 3 I will not improve or enlarge the Evidence

at all, it fhall be only my bufinefs to let the Fact as it is, and to give the Evidence, and ftate it as it

ftands here in my Instructions.

My Lord, for that purpofe, to lead to the Fact, it will be neceffary to inform you that upon Monday
the 13 th of March, the firft day of the laft Aflizes here, Mr. Coivfer, one of the Gentlemen at the Bar,
came to this Town, and lighted at Mr. Barefoot's Houfe, arid ftaid there fome time, I fuppofe, to dry
himfelf, the weather being dirty, but fent his Horfe to Mrs. Stout's, the Mother of this Gentlewoman.

Some time after he came thither himfelf, and din'd there, and ftaid till 4. in the afternoon 5 at 4 when

he went away, he told them he would come and lodge there that night, and Sup.
According to his word he came there, and had the Supper he defired, after Supper Mrs. Stout the

-young
Gentleworrian arid- he fat together till near n a Clock. At n a clock there was orders given to

warm his lied openly to warm his Bed, in his hearing. TheMaid of the houfe,Gent. upon this went up ftairs

to warm his Bed, expecting the Gent, would have come up and followed her before fhe had done, but it

feerhs while fhe was warming of the Bed fhe heard the door clap together, and the nature of that door

is fuch, that it makes a great noife at the clapping of it to, that any body in the Houfe may be fenfible

of any ones going out. The Maid upon this was concern'd, and wonder 'd at the meaning of it, he

promifing to lye there that night 5 fhe came down, but there was neither Mr. Cowper nor Mrs Stout, fo

That we fuppofe, and for all that we can find and learn, they muft go together. After their going out,

the Maid and Mother came into the Room, and the young Gentlewoman not returning, nor Mr Coivfer,
they fat up all night, in the houfe, expecting what time the young Gentlewoman would return.

The next morning after they had fat up all night, the firft news of this Lady was, that fhe lay floating
and fwimming in the water by the Mill-Dam. Upon that there was feveral perfons call'd ; for it was a fur-

prize how this fhould come- to pafs. There fhe lay floating with her Petticoats and Apron, but l.~r

^iaht rail andMorning-gown were off, and one of them not found till fome time after, and the Maid

will °ive you an account" how it came to be found. This
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This tiiatk- a ^rett noife in the Country 3 for it was very extraordinary, it hapmng, that from the time

ilic Maid left Mr Confer and this young Gentlewoman together,fhe was not feen or heard of till next mor

ning, when fixe was found in this condition, with her Eyes broad open, floating upon the water.

When her Body came to be view'd it was rery much wonder'd at: For in the firft place it is contrary

to nature, that any perfons that drown themfelves, fhould float upon the water. We have fuffieienr E

vidf iivf that it is a thing tt r never was 3 if Perfons come alive into the water thai they finjt, it dead

then they fwim, that made fome more curious to look into this matter. At firft it was thought that

fuch an accident might happen, though they could not imagin any caufe for this woman to do fo, who

had fo great Profperjty, had fo good an Eftare, and had no occafion to do an action upon her felf fo wic

ked and fo barbarous, nor cannot learn what reafon fhe had to induce her to fuch a thing. Upon view

of the Body it did appear there had been violence ufed to the woman, there was a creafe round her

Keck, fhe was bruifed about her Ear, fo that it did feem as if fhe had been ftrangled either "by'Hands
or a Rope.
Gentlemen, upon the examination of this matter, it was wondred how this matter came about, it was

dark and blind.
"

The Coroner at that time, nor thefe People had no Evidence given but the ordinary

Evidence, and it pafs'd in a day. We muft call oar Witnefies to this Fact, that of neceflity you muft

conclude fhe was ftrangled, and did not drown her felf: If we give youvasftrong a proof as can be upon

the nature of the Fact, that fhe was ftrangled, then the fecond matter under your enquiry will be, to

know who, or what perfons fhould be the men that did the Fact. I told you before it was, as all wick

ed actions are, a matter of darknefs, and done in fecret, to be kept as much from the knowledge of men

as was poiftble.
Truly, Gentlemen, as to the Perfons at the Bar, the Evidence «f the Fact will be very fhort, and will

be to this purpofe.
Mr Confer was the laft Man unfortunately in her Company, I could wifli he had not been fo with all

my heart, 'tis a very unfortunate thing, that his Name fhould upon
this occafion be brought upon the

Staoe • but then, my Lord, it was a ftrange thing 3 here happens to be three Gendemen, Mr Marfan,
Mr Ri&ers, and Mr Stevens, as to thefe 3 men, my Lord, I don't hear of any bufinefs they had here* unlefs

it was to do this matter, to fervc fome Intereft or Friend, that fent them upon this meflaae, for, my

Lord, they came to Town (and in things of this nature, 'tis well we have this Evidence, bu: if we had

not been ftreightned in time it would have brought out more, thefe things come out flowlv) thef- per

fons, Mr Stevens, Mr Rogers, and Mr Marfov came to Town here on the 1 3th of March laft, the Aflize day:
My Lord, when they came to Town, they came to an Houfe, and took Lodgings at one Gun- 's, they

took a Bed for two and went out of their Lodging, having taken a Room with a large Bed in it, and af

terwards they went to the Glove and Dolfhin, and then about 8 a Clock one Marfon came to them there ;

in what company they came, your Lordfhip and the Jury will know by and by, they fbid there, my

Lord, at the Glove, from 8 a Clock to 1 r, as they fay. At 11 thefe three Gentlemen came all in to their

Lodging together to this Gurrey's 5 my Lord, when they came in, it was very obferv.ible amonyft them*

unlets there had been a fort of fate in it: ift, That they fhould happen to be in the condition they

were in and zdly, fall upon the difcourfe they did at that time ; for, my Lord, they call'd for Fire,

and theVire was made them, and while the people of the houfe were going about, they obferved and

heard thefe Gentlemen talk ofMrs Sarah Stout, that happened to be their difcourfe, one faid to the other,

Mrfon, fhe was an old Sweetheart of yours: Ay, faith he, but fhe caft me off, but I reckon by this

time a Friend of mine has done her bufinefs j another piece ofdifcourfe was, I believe a Friend of mine

»s even with her by this time. They had a bundle ofjLinnen with them, but what it was is not known,

and one takes tne bundle and throws it upon the Bed, well, faith he, her bufinefs is done, Mrs Sarah

Stout's courting days are over, and they fent for Win* my Lord 3 fo after they had drank of the Wine

they talk'd of it, and one pulled out a great deal of Mony, faith one to another, what Mony have you

fpent to day ? Saith the other, thou haft had 40 or 50 /. for thy fhare .' Saith the other, I will fpend all

the Mony I have, for joy the bufinefs is done.

My Lord, this difcourfe .hapned to be among them, which made the People of the Houfe confider

and bethink themfelves, when the next day they heard of this Mrs Stout's being found in the water, this

made them recalled and call to mind all thefe difcourfes.

My Lord, after thefe Gentlemen
had ftaid there all night, next Morning truly it was obferv'd (and t

fuppofe fome account will be given of it) that Mr Coivfer and they did meet together, and had feveral

difcourfes, and that very day went out of Town, and I think as foon as they came to Hoddefdon, made it

all their difcourfe and bufinefs to talk of Mrs Stout.

My Lord, we will call our Witneffes, and prove all thefe Facts that I have opened to yo*r Lordfhip,
and then I hope they will be put to give you fome account how all thefe matters came about.

Call Sarah Walker (who was fworn)

Mr. Jones, MrsWalter pray give an account to my Lord and the Jury, of Mr. Confers coming to your

houfe the 13th of March, and what was done from hiscoming there at aight to his going out.

Sarah Walker. May it pleafe you, my Lord, on Friday before the laft Afflzes, Mr Confeys Wife fent a

Letter to Mrs Stout, that fhe might expect Mr Confer at the Affue time, and therefore we expected Mr

Confer at that time, and accordingly provided ; and as he came in with the Judges, fhe ask'd him if he

would alight, he faid no, by reafon I come in later than ufual, I will go into the Town and fhow my

felf but he would fend his Horfe prefently 3 fhe ask'd him, how long it would be before he would

come, becaufe they would ftay for him 5 he faid, he could not tell, but he would fend her word, and

fhe thought he had forgot, and
fent me down to know, whether he would pleafe to come 3 he faid, he

had bufinefr, and he could not come juft then, but he caTne in lefs than a quarter of an hour after, and

d \r\ d there, and he went away at 4 a Clock, and then my Miftrefs askt him, -if he would lie there, and

he anfwered yes, and he came at night about 9 a Clock, and he fat talking about half an hour, and then

call'd for Pen, Ink and Paper, for that, as he faid, he was to write to his Wife, which was brought him,
aftid he wrote a Letter, a,nd then my Miftrefs went and ask'd him, what he would have for Supper, he
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faid Milk, by reafon he had made a good Dinner 3 and I got him hi* Supper and :*e c^t it, after iLe cal

led me in again, and they were talking together, and then fhe bid me make a Fire in his Chamber, and

when I had done fo I came and told him of it, and he look'd at me, and made me no nnfuc- * then fhe

bid me warm the Bed, which accordingly I went up to do as the Clock ftruck 1 r, and in about a quar

ter of an hour, I heard the door faut, and I thought he was gone to carry the Letter, and ftaid about a

quarter of an hour longer and came down, and he was gone and fhe, and Mrs Stout the Mother, ask'd

me the reafon why he went out when I was warming his Bed, and flie askt me for my Miftrefs, and I

told her, I left her with Mr Confer, and I never faw her after that,nor did Mr Qmfer return to the houfe

Mr Jones, How long did you fit up ? Walker, All night.
Mr Jones, What time next morning did you fee her ? Walker, About 7 a Clock.

Mr Jones, In the Water, or out ? Walker^ Out of the Water.

Mr Cottar, Pray will you recollect a little,and be very particular as to the time whenl went outat night.
Walker, Sir, It was a quarter after 11 by our Clock, the difference between the Town Clock and oun

was half an hour.

Mr Confer, But you fay by your Clock it was a quarter after 1 r. Walker, Yes Sir.

Mr Confer, Pray what account did you give, as to the time, to the Coroner's Inqueft ?

Walker, I faid then it was 11, or a quarter after n, when I heard the door fhut.

Mr Confer, Pray was Mrs Stout prefent with the Coroner's Inqueft when you gave that account
?

Walker, Yes, fhe was.

Mr Confer, Pray what account did you give as to the time before my L. C. J; Holt ?

JValker, I gave the account that it was 11, or a quarter of an hour after.

Mr Confer, In her Depofitions there is half an hours difference, for then fhe faid it was half an hour

after 10. Mr. Baron Hatfell, Which Clock was earlieft, yours or the Town Clock ?

Walker, Ours was half an hour fafter than theirs.

Mr Jones, So then it wanted a quarter of 1 1 by the Town Clock.
Mr Confer, How came you to know this ?

Walker, By reafon that Dinner was dreft at the Cooks, and it was order'd to be ready by 2 a Clock*
and it was ready at 2. a Clock by the Town Clock, and half an hour after z by ours.
Mr Confer, When you carhe down and mift your Miftrefs, did you enquire after her all that night ?
Walker, No Sir, I did not go out of the doors 3 I thought you were with her, and fo I thought fhe

would come to no harm.

Mr Conper, Here is a whole night fhe gives no account of. Pray Miftrefs why did not you go after her?

Walker, My Miftrefs would not let me. Mr Confer, Why fhould fhe not let you ?

Walker', I faid I would fee for her : No, faith fhe, by reafon if you go and fee for her, and do not find

her, it will make an alarm over the Town, and there may be no occafion.

Mr Confer, Did your Miftrefs ufe to ftay out all night ? Walker^ Noj never.

Mr Confer, Have not you faid fo ? Walker, I never faid fo in my life.

Mr Confer, Pray Mrs Walker did you never take notice that your Miftrefs was under Melancholy ?

Walker, I don't fay but fhe Was melancholy 5 fhe Was ill for fome time, and I imputed it to her illnefs,
and I know no other caufe.

Mr Confer, Have you not often told people that your Miftrefs was a melancholy perfon,upon your Oath?
Walker, I have faid fhe hath been ill, and that made her melancholy.
Mr Coivper, I will ask you this queftion 3 Pray did you ever purehafe any Poifon, more or lefs, within

thefe twelvemonths ? Walker^ Yes Sir, I did Co, and can tell what it was for.

Mr Confer) By whofe order ? Walker, By my own order.
Mr Confer, Did you buy Poifon but once, upon your Oath ?

Walker, I believe I might buy twice. Mr Coivfer, Where ?

Walker, Of Mr Ludman. Mr Confer, Both times tkere ? Walker, Yes.

Mr Confer, Of him ? Walker, No, of the young man.

Mr Confer, Did you ever buy any Poifon at Luton ? Walker, No.

Mr Confer, Did you ever buy any by your Miftreffes order, or of one Mrs Crookfi upon your Oath ?

Walker, No, I never did.

Mr Confer, Pray at what tirrie Was it you bought this Poifon you fpfiak of?

Walker, I can't remember. Mr Confert Pray recollect your felf

Walker, It was within this half Year to be fiire.

Mr Confn , What was the name of the Poifon you askt for? Walker, I askt for ivhite Mercury.
Mr Cwfer, She faith I paft by her Miftreffes houfe, and went directly to Mr Barefoot's, pray did not

you come to Mr Barefoot's after me ? Walkert Yes Sir.

Mr Coivfer, Pray did you give the fame account before the Coroner, when this matter Was enquired
into, that you have now done ? Walker , Yes I did as near as I can tell;

Mr Confer, Did you give this account in fubftance ? Walker, Yes I did;

Mr Baron Hatfell, Mr Confer, I fuppofe you don't mean in. relation to the Poifon.

Mr Confer, My Lord I mean in relation to fo much of the Evidence which fhe flow gives, and parrf-
cu larly refpects me. For w hat end of pvirpofe did you buy it ? Wal. I bought it to poifon a Dog*
Mr Con-per, Why fhould you poifon the Dog ?

Waller, It was a Dog that us'd to haunt our Houfe, that did us a great deal ofmifchief, but that did

not do, fo I bought it a 2d time. Mr Confer, Who gave it to the Dog ?

Walker, Twas another maid did give it to the Dog.
Mr Confer, Why did you then fwear it was given the Dog. Walker, Sir I faw it given.
Mr Confer, Did your Miftrefs know of it ? Walker, Yes fhe did know of it afterwards.

Mr Confer, How did you give it ? Walker, In Warm Milk.

Mr Confer, How did the Milk look ? Walker, It did not look difcouler'd in the leaft.

Mr Baron 'Hstfe/f, Xou faid juft npw your Miftrefs wns ill, and that made hermelancholy, what illnefs
B was
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was it ? Walker, My Lord flic had a great pain in her Head.

Mr Baron Hatfell, How long had fhe been troubled with it ?

Wal'/f, Ever fince laft May was twelvemonths was the beginning of it.

Mr Jones, Did you ever find her in the leaft inclm'd to do her felf a mifchief?

Wlhr, No, I never did.

Mr Confer, You bought Poifon twice, did ydu give all the Poifon you bought to the Dog ?

V. "afar, Yes. Mr Coivper, The firft and the laft ?

It alker, Yes the whole. Mr.Cow^r, How much did you buy ?

Walk"'; I am not certain how much I bought.
Mr Coivfer, Pray what mifchief did it do the Dog ?

Walker, I cannot tell, he may be alive till now for ought I know.
Mr Conifer, What mifchief did the Dog do ?

Wa/ke<; A great deal, he threw down feveral things and broke them.

Mr Jones, Did Mr Coivper, upon your Oath, hear Mrs Stout give you order to make his Fire and warm

his Bed ? Walker, He knows beft whether he heard it or no ; but he fat by her when fhe fpoke it.
Mr Jones, Did fhe fpeak it fo as he might hear ? Walker, Yes ihe did, for he was nearer than I.

Mr Jones, And did he contradict it ? Wafter, Not in the leaft.

Mr Jones, Was it the Old or Young Woman, that gave you the order ? Ji alker, The Young woman

Mr Coivfer, Pray did the Dog lap it, or did ydu pour it down his Throat, upon your Oath ?

Walker, No, he lapt it upon,my Oath.
Mr Jones, Did Mr Coivper fend for his Horfe from your Houfe the next day ?

Waller, I can't fay that, I was not in the way. Mr Jones, Did he come to your houfe afterward?

WA'gr, No I'm fure he did not. Mr Jones, Was the Horfe in your Stable when it was fent for ?

Walker, Yes Sir.

Mr Jwes, And he did not come to your Houfe again, before he went out ofTown ?

JValkfr, No Sir. Mr Jones, Do you know which way he went out ofTown ?

Walker, No Sir. Mr Baron Hatfell, Did Mr Confer ufe to lodge at your Houfe at the Aflizes ?

Walker, No my Lord, not fince I came there, the Seflions before he did.
Mr Confer, Where did you come to invite me to dinner ? Walker, At Mr Barefoot 's.
Mr Coivfer, Then you knew I was to lodge there ?

Mr Baron Hatfell, Who wrote the Letter on Friday, that Mr Coivfer was to lodge there ?

Walker, I know not who wrote it, his Wife fent it.

Mr Jones, Did he tell you he would lodge there that night before he went away ?

Walker, When he went from Dinner he faid Co.

Mr Jones, Call James Berry (who was fworn) Now, my Lord, we will give Evidence, of the mariner

how fhe was found. Mr Berry, do you remember when Mrs Stout was found" by your Mill ?

Befry, No indeed I do not know juft what day it was.

Mr Joms, When you found her, do you remember how, in what manner fhe was found ?

Berry, Yes, I went out in the morning to fhoot aflafh of water by tf a Clock, andT faw fomething a

floating in the water, fb I Went out to fee what it was, and I faw part of her Cloaths.

Mr Jones, Did you fee her Face ? Berry, No, not then.
Mr Jones, Was her Face underWater, or above ?

Berry, No part of her Body was aboveWater, only fome part of her Cloaths.

Mr Jones, How many foot Heep might the Water be ? Berry, Five foot deep.
Mr Jones, And how much was fhe underWater, do you conceive ?

Berry, She might be under Water about 5 or 6 inches.

Mr Jones, Then her whole Body was not under Water, wa* it? Berry, Yes;
Mr. Jones, Was her Face underWater ? Berry, Yes.

Mr Baron Hatfell, Did fhe lie upon her face, or her back ? Berry, She lay upon her fide.
Mr Jones, When fhe was taken out, were her eyes open or fhut?

Berry, Her eyes were open. Mr Jones, Was fhe fwell'd with Water ?

Berry, I did not perceive her fwell'd 5 I was amas'd at it, and did not fo much mind it as I fhould.

Mr Jones, But you remember her eyes
were flaring open ? Berry, Yes.

Mr Jones, Did you fee any marks or bruifes about her ? Berry, No.

Mr Confer, Did you fee her legs? Berry, No, I did not.

Mr Confer, They were not above Water ? Berry, No.

Mr Confer, Could you fee them under Water ? ^ry, I did not fo much mind it.

Mr Confer, Did fhe lie ftraieht or double,
driven together by the ftream ? Berry, I didn't obfervev

Mir Confer, Did you not obferve WTeeds asd Trumpery under her ?

Berry, There was no Weeds at that time thereabouts.

Mr Jones, Was theWater clear?
^

Berry, No, it was thick Water,

Air Jones, Was there any thing under her in the Water, to prevent her finking?
Berry, No, I do not know

there was, fhe lay on her right fide, and her right arm was driven between

the flakes, which are within a foot of one another. ;

Mr Jones, Did any thing hinder her from finking ? Berry, Not that I faw.
Mr Jo»es, Did you h«lp to take her out from the ftakes !

'

£frry, No.-

Mr Jones, Call John Venahles.
,

Mr Coivfer, Mr Berry, if I underftand you right, you, fay her right arm was driven between the it ikes,
and her head between the ftakes, could you perceive her right arm, and where washer hft arm ?

Berrv, Within a fmall matter upon the Water.

Mr Baron Hatfell, Did you fee her head and
arm between the flakes ?

Berry, Yes, her arm by one ftake, and her head by another.

Mr Jwes, Did the arm hang down, or how ?
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Berry, I did not mind fo much as I might have done.

(Then John Venables was Sworn)
Mr. Jones , Did you fee Mrs Stout when fhe was taken out of the Water, and as fhe lay in it ?

Venables, Yes. Mr. Jones, Give an account how you found her.

Venablei, She was floating upon the Water.

Mr. Jones, How 3 Was all her Body, or what part in the Water ?

Venables, She lay upon her right fide, and this arm upon the Water, rather above the Water, her Ruf

fles were above the Water. Mr. Jones% Did you help to take her out ?

Venables, No Sir. M\ Jones, Were her eyes open ?

Venables, Her eyes were open when I faw her, but I did not fee her when fhe was taken out.

Mr Jones, Did any thing hinder her from finking ?

Venables, I faw nothing to hinder her if fhe would have funk.

Mr Jones, Call Leonard Dell (Who was Sworn) Did you fee this Mrs Stout in the Water ?

Dell, Yes. Mr Jones, Yray tell us in what pofture fhe Was found.

Veil, I faw her floating in the River, I faw her Face and her Cloaths.

Mr Jones, Were her Cloaths all above the Water •

Veil, Her Stays and her Coat that fhe had next her.

Mr Jones, Were thefe plainly above the Water ? Dell, Some part of them.

Mr Jones, Did you fee her face, was that above the Water ?

Dell, No Sir, it was between the Piles, fhe lay o» her right fide, and her head was between the ftake*,

and her right arm. Mr Jones, Did you help to take her out of the Water ?

Dell, Yes. Mr Jones, Did any thing hinder her from finking ?

Dell, Neither ftakes nor any thing there.
'

Mr Jones, Did her arms or neck ftick to the flakes ?

Dell, Not to my thinking. Mr Jones, Was the Water clear, or weedy ?

Dell, It was very clear. Mr Jones, How many foot deep was it?

Dell, I know not but it might be 5 foot deep.
Mr Jones, Did you help to take her out of the Water ?

Dell, Yes Sir, and we took her and carried her-into the meadow juft by* and laid her on the bank

Mr Jones, Did you obferve her face, neck or arms to be bruifed ? Dell, I faw no bruife at all.

Mr. Confer, HoW did you know but her right arm did reach to the ground, fince you did not fee it t

Dell, We could fee her arm lie in this manner between the Piles, the right arm was downwards, fitf

fhe lay on one fide.

Juryman, Did you fee any arm above in the Water ? D:ll, No*
Mr. Baron Hatffell, You fhould propofe your Queftions to the Court.

Jurym. My Lord, I defire to k«ow where was her left arm.

Mr. Baron Hatfell, Where was her left arm .' Dell, I can't tell how it did lie, I did not obferve it.

Mr. Baron Hatfell, When you took her out of the Water, did you obferve her body fwell'd?

Dell, We carried her into the meadow, and laid her on the bank fide, and there fhp lay about an hour
and then was order'd to be carried into the Miller's.

Air. Baron Hatffell, Did you obferve that any Water was in her body ?
Dell, None at alfthat I could fee, but there was fome fmall matter of frotk tame from her niouth and

noftrils. Juryman, My Lord, I defire to know whether her Stayes were lac'd ?

Dell, Yes fhe was lac'd; Mr* Conifer, Ay, I take you right, you fay fhe was ftrait-lac'd*

Dell, Her Staves were lac'd.

Mr. Confer, And you fay there was froth and foam came out of her mouth and noftrils ?

Dell, Yes Sir. Mr Jones, Pray what quantity ?

Dell, I could hold it all in the palm of my hand.

Mr. Confer, How Was fhe taken out of the Water ?

Dell, My Lord, we ftood upoa the Bridge, I and another man, where fhe lay, and he laid hpld ofher,
and took her out.

Mr Jones, And did you not perceive fhe was hung? .

Dell, No, my Lord.

Mr Coivfer, Pray where was fhe laid when fhe was taken out ?

Dell, In the place called the Hoppers juft by*
Mr Confer, How long did fhe lie there ? Dell, About an hour.

Mr Coivfer, Did you ftay there all that time ? Dell, Yes.

Mr Confer, And did the froth continue to iffue from her mouth and noftrils ?

Mr. Baron Hatfell, He told you, Mr Cowper, he could hold it all on the palm of his h*nd.

Mr Jones, Call John Vlfe (Who was Sworn> Did you fee Mrs Stotst when fhe was tile en,

out of the Water? Ulfe, Yes.

Mr fynes, Give an account of the condition fhe was in.

Vlfe, She lay on one fide, I help'd to take her out.

Mr Jcnes, Did fhe hang or ftick by any thing?
■

Ulfe, There was nothing at all to hold her up 5 fhe lay between a coujttf of ftakes, but the ftakes

Could not hold her up.
Mr Jones, Did you fee her after fhe

wts taken out. Ulfe, Yes.

Mr Janes, Did any Water come out of her ?

Vlfe, Nothing at all, only a Ijttle froth came out of her noftrils.

Mr Jones, Call Kath. Dewt (Who was Sworn) Did yoU fee Mrs Stout taken* out of the River ?

Dew, Yes. Mr Jonest Did you fee her in the River before ?

D?x, Yes Sir.

Mr Jones, How did fhe lie in the River >

D*», She lay fide ways, with her Eyw broad open, and heiJTeetli clenched frftirito he* Head,
with
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v-ith Water flowing a little from her Face, fome Part of her, and her Pcnicoart, were above \V atsr.

Mr. Jouss, Did nothing hold her from finking ? Dew. Her righr Arm lay againft the Stake
.Mr. 'Jones. Did you fee her after fhe was taken out of the River ? D.w. Yes Sir.

Mr. Jorte-, Was fhe fwclled ? Dew. I did not perceive fhe vras fwell'd at all.

Mr. Jones, Did you handle her? Dew. No, I rouch'd nothing but her Petticoat.
Mr. Jones, Did you obferve her Legs were in the Water ? Dew. No, I did not.

Mr. Cowptr, Did you fee where her right Arm was ? Dtw, I could not fee her right Arm, the Wa

ter flow'dover it. Mr. Cowper, Did vou fee her after this time ?

Dew, No. Sir, I faw her taken out, but not afterwards. Mr. Bar Hatfell, Did you fee her after fhe lay oa
theGround? Dew, Yes, my Lord. Mr. Bar. Hatfell, How was lho then ?

Dew, She purg'dat the Nofe and one of her Eyes ; I did not take particular Notice after flic Avasout, the

Notice I took was when fhe was in the Water. Mr. Bar. Hatfell, What did you fee at her Eye ?

Dew, Froth, my Lord. Mr. Jones, Did you fee her after fhe wasftripp'd naked ?

Dew, No, my Lord. Mr. Jones, Was it a fettled frothing, ot a purging ?

Dew, A purging Froth ? Mr. Bar. Hatfell, Did any Body wipe it off ?

Dew, No, my Lord, I did not fee any Body do it. Mr. Bar. Hatf. Then there was no new Froth come ?

Dew, No, my Lord, I faw her froth at the Nofe and one ofthe Eyes, as foon as fhe was taken out, but I did

not flay long. Mr. Cowper, Was fhe in her Stays ? Dew, Yes, Sir.

Mr. Cowper, Was fhe not laced ? Dew, Yes, fhe was laced before and behind.

Mr. Jones, Call Thomas Den (who was Sworn.) Did you fee this Mrs. Stout in the Water ? Pray give my

Lord and the Jury an Account what Pofture fhe was in.

Dew, I faw her lying in theWater floating, above the Water I will not fay, but the Water run fome fmall

Matter over her, her right Arm was within the Stake, and her left Arm without, fhe lay juft upon her

fide, and I faw her when fhe was firft taken up, and her Shoes and Stockings were as clean as when they
were put on, no Mud nor Dirt upon them ; and I faw her Shoes and her Stockings, as high as her Knee al-

moft, but I faw no Dirt. Mr. Jones, Do yeu believe that fhe had been funk to the bottom ?

Dew, She did not look as if fhe had, nor I faw no Water come from her.

Mr. Jones, Did you obferve,
that fhe was fwelled at all ?

Dew, No, nor fwelled that I perceived abit ; there was a little Froth that came out of kher Nofe, and about

her ( I cannot fay from
her Eye) in that it was a fmall Quantity.

Mr. Jones, Call Mr. Edward Blackno (who was Sworn.) Did you fee Mrs. Stout , when fhe lay in the Wa'er ?

Blackno, Yes, I did fee her lye in theWater floating ; I was fo near, that I faw the Miller's Man lift her

up by one of her Arms out
oftheWater. M. Jones, Was the Arm bent or ftraight ?

Blackno, It hung in this Manner ( fhowing the Court how with his own Arm )

Mr. Bar. Hatfell, The other Witnefles faid, fhe Jay on her right fide.

Blackno, Yes, fhe lay on her right fide, and her Arm in this manner.

Mr. Bar. Hatfell, Did you obferve her to be fwelled ? Blackno, I did not fee her taken out.

Mr. Bar. Hatfell, Did you obferve any thing to hinder her from finking ?

Blackno, No, I did not ; nothing but theWater.

Mr. Cowper, I think, Sir, if I heard you right, you fay, that this taking by the Arm, and ftirring her, was

before fhe was taken out of the Water j then I would know, after fhe was ftirred, was fhe let go again ;

was you by at the taking of her up ? Blackno, No, I was not.

Mr. Bar. Hatfell, He told you fhe was floating when he faw her, and that nothing hindred her from finking.
( Then William Edmunds and William Page were fworn.)

Mr. Jones, Edmunds, did you
fee Mrs. Stout when fhe was In the Water ? Edmunds, Yes, Sir.

Mr. Jones, Give an Account
what Pofture fhe was in.

Edmunds, She lay againft the Stake, her Head lay againftthe Stake in the River ; we were coming up in

a Barge, and called to a Miller to draw the Water, but he faid, he could not, for then fhe woujd fwim

through'; and then we came on, and fee her lyein the Water.

Mr. Jones, Did any thing hinder her from finking ? Edmunds, Not that I faw.

Mr! Jones, Did no part of her Legs or Arms ftick ? Did you fee her taken out ?

Edmunds, No, I did not, I was gone ; I did not know whether they would take her out or no.

Mr. Jones, Page, did you fee Mrs. Stout upon theWater ? Page, Yes, Sir.

Mr. Jones, Tell US how fhe lay. Page, She lay floating in the Water on her right fide, with her

Head between the Stakes. Mr. Jones, Did her Arms, or Cloaths, or any thing ftick ?

Page, Not that I faw.
Mr. Jones, Did any thing hinder her from finking ?

Page] I faw nothing. Mr. Cowper, Did you fee her Legs or Knees ?

Page*, No, I could not, they were not out of the Water. Mr. Jones, Swear Mrs Anne Ulfe (whicli
»as done.) Did you fee Mrs. Stout in theWater ?

Ulfe, Yes, I helped to pull her out; fhe lay on one fide in the Water floating, and the Water came over

her Face. Mr. Jones, Did fhe ftick by any thing ? Ulfe, One of her ArmsAvas about the Poft.
Mr. Jones, How ? Ulfe, It got through the Grate. Mr. Jones, But it did not hang ?

Vlfe, No. Mr. Jones, Did you take her out ? Ulfe, Yes, Sir.

Mr.' Jones, Did you mind her Cloaths ? Ulfe, Yes, I turned up her Petticoat in theWater.

Mr! Jones, Had fhe Gloves on ? Ulfe, No, Sir. Mr. Jones, How were her Shoes and Stockings ?

Ulfe, They were not muddy, her Stockings were rolled down, fhe had no Garters on.

Mr!cowper, You fay, one Arm lay through the Stakes, where lay the other ?

Vlfe, The other was down in the Water. ( Then William How was fworn.)
JVlr. Jones, Did you fee Mrs. Stout in theWater?

How, Yes, Sir, I fee her lye upon the Water, fhe lay afloat ; fhe might lye 3 or 4 Inches deep in the Water.

Mr. Jones, Did any of her Cloaths lye »boye theWater ?

How, Some part of her Coats lay
above the Water. Mr. Jones, Did any thing hinder her from finking ?

Bow, I faw nothing ; I faw them take her out, and did not perceive fhe hung any way ; fhe lay with oni

jhxm, and her Head in the Grate, but I did not perceive fhe hung.
(Then John Meager was fworn.)

Mr. Jones, Well, do you give an Account of what you know of Mrs. Stout being in theWater.

Meager, I faw Mrs. Sarah Sttut floating in the Water, her right Arm in the Grate, and her left Arm with

the Stream. Mr. Jones, Did fhe hang or ftick by any thing ?

Meager, No, neither hang
nor ftick, fhe floated.

Mr. Cowper, Did you fee fame Body go through
the Blue-coat Building about 1 1 a-Clock ?

Meager, No, Sir, I was
abed before 9. Mr. Jones, Now, my Lord, wc will give an Account how

/he was when fhe was ftripped, apd they came to Yiew the Body. Call John Dimffalt, junior (who was fworn.)
Dimfdaki
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Dimfdale, My Lord, I was lent for at Night on Tuefday the laft Atfizes •

Mr. Cowper, M> Lord, if your Lordfhip pleaies, I have fome Phyficians or Note and Eminency tra: are

come down from London, I defire they may be called into Court to hear what thefe Chyrurgejn^ lay.
Mr. Bar. Hatfell, Ay, by all means.

Mt. Cowper, My Lord, there is Dr. Shane, Dr. Garth, Dr. Morley, Dr. Giijlnp, Dr. Harriet, Dr.WoIlaJion,
Dr Crell, Mc. William Cowper, Mr. BarHett, and Mr. Camlia. (Who refpectively appeared in Court.)
Mi.J ones-, Give an Account how you found Mrs. Stout.

Mr. Bar. Hatfell, You are aPhyfician, I fuppofe, Sir.

Dimfdale, A Chyrurgeon, my Lord. When L was lent for to Mrs. Stout's, I was fent for two or three tims:

before 1 would go ; for 1 was unwilling after I heard Mrs. Stout was drowned ; for I thought with my felf,

what need could there be of me when the Perfon was dead ; but fhe ftill fent, and then I went with Mr

Camlin, and found a little Swelling on the fide of her Neck, and fhe was black on both fides, nnd more par

ticularly on the left fide,, and between her Breads up towards the Collar-bone ; that was all I faw at that time,

only a little Maik upon one of her Arms, and I think upon her left Arm.

Mr. Jones, How were her Ears ?

Dimfdale, There was a fettling of Blood on both fides the Neck, that was all I faw at that time.

Mr. Jones, How did you think fhe came by it ?

Dimfdale, Truly I only gave an Account, juft as I fay now, to the Gentlemen at that time, I faw nomn:

of it at that time ; but about fix Weeks after the Body was opened by Dr. Phillips
■

Mr. Cowper,.My Lord, he is going to another piece of Evidence, and I would ask him

Mr. Jones, Let us have done firft ; how was her Ears ?

Dimfdale, There was a blacknefs on both Ears, a fettling of Blood. Mr. Jones, Call Sarah Kimpfon.
Mr. Bar. Hatfell, Mr. Cowper, now you may ask him any thing, they have done with him.

Mr. Cowper, I would ask him, whether he was not employed to view thefe particular Spots he mentions at

the Coroner's Inqueft. »

Dimfdale, I was defired to look upon the Face, Arms, and Breafr, becaufe they faid there was a fettling of

Blood there. Mr. Cowper,When you returned to theCoroner's Inqueft, what did you certify as your Opinion ?

Dimfdale, I did certify there was a fettling of Blood, but how it came I could not tell.

Mr. Cowper, I ask you, Sir, did not you fay it was no more than a common Stagnation ufual in dead Bodies ?

Dimfdale, I do not remember a word of it.

Mr. Cowper, Sir, I would ask you, you fay the Spot was about the Collar-bone, was it above or below ?

Dimfdale, From the Collar-bone downwards.

Mr. Cowper, Had fhe any Circle about her Neck ? Dimfdale, No, not upon my Oath.

Mr. Jones. Swear Sarah Kimpfon ( fhe was fworn.) Did you obferve this Mrs, Sarah Stout when fhe was flrip-

Vtd how her Body was ? Kimpfon, Yes. Mr. Jones, Pray give an Account of it.

Kimpfon, She had a great Settlement of Blood behind her left Ear, as much as my Hand will cover, and

more
• and fhe had a fettlement of Blood under her Collar-bone.

Mr! Jones, Did you fee nothing about her Neck ?

Kimpfon, Nothing round her Neck ; on the fide of her Neck there was aMark.

Mr. Jones, Was there any other part bruifed ?

Kimpfon,. Only her left Wrift, and her Body was very flat and lank.

Mr. Cowper, Pray what Day was it that you faw her ?

Kimpfon, It was the Day fhe was found. Mr. Cowper, Was fhe not laced ?

Kimpfon, She was laced. Mr. Cowper, Did you help to ftrip her? .Kimpfon, Yes Sir,

Mr. Jones, Did her Body feem to be fwell'd, or was there any Water come from her ?

Kimfon, I did not obferve the leaft drop ofWater that appeared any way*

Mr! Jones, Do you know what did purge from her ?

Kimfon, Nothing that I faw. Mr. Jones, Had not you a Child drowned there lately ?-

Kimfon, Yes about i o Weeks ago. Mr. Jones, And you found her ?

Kimfon, She was drowned at Night, and we found her next Morning.

Mr- Jones, Where did you find her, at the top, or at the bottom ofthe Water ?

Kimfon, At the bottom.
Mr. Jones, How was fhe ?

Kimfon, She was fwell'd
as much as fhe could hold.

Mr. Jones, Were her Eyes fhut or open ?

Kimfon, Her Eyes were fhut, and
the Child was laced as tight as the Coat could be?

Mr. Jones, Was the Child opened ?
m
Kimfon, Yes.

Mr Jones, And what was in the Body of the Child ?

Kimpfon, 'Twas very full of Water. Mr Jones, Call Sarah Peppercorn.

Mr Cowper, You fay you viewed the Child, had it any fettlement of Blood ?

Kimpfon, I faw none. Mr Cowper, And you viewed the Body ?

Kimpfon, Yes. (Then Sarah Peppercorn was fworn.)

Mr Jones, Did you fee the Body of Mrs Sarah Stout, after it was ftript and laid out ?

Pepperarn, I did Sir. Mr Jones, In what condition did you find her ?

Towi

place on the fide of her Head*, and in another place about her Ear, but how it came I know not.

Mr Jones, Did you obferve
how her Body was ?

Peppercorn, Her Body was very well as any Womans could be:

Mr Jones, Did you obferve any Water, or any fuch thing come from her ? Peppercorn, No.

Mr Jones] Was there any Purging at her Mouth or Noftrils ?

Peppercorn, A little Froth, as any body might have. Mr. Cowper, At what hour did you fee her ?

Peppercorn I believe it might be 9 or 10 a-Clock. Mr. Bar. Hatfell, In the Morning ?

Peppercorn] Yes, Sir, but I can't give a juft account of the time.

Mr Bar. Hatfell, what was you fent for?

Peppercorn, To know if fhe was with Child ; for it was reported fhe had drowned kerfelf becanfe fixe was

with Child and fo her Mother defired me to come to give an Account that it was not lb, and I found it was
'

/•

'

Mr Bar. Hatfell, You are a Midwife, are you not ?

^Peppercorn, Yes, my Lord. ( Then Eli Hufler was Sworn)

Mr Jones Had you the View
of the Body of Mrs. Sarah Stout, the day you heard fhe wa* i

Fufler She was not drowned, my Lord, I wen; thither and helped to puj| off far. Ctotthfc
Mr. 7mt, In *to condition was. her Bedy ?

«
HuJIer, H<tr

drowned ?
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Mr Huslcr, I I;r Body was very lank and thin, and no U arer appeared to be m it.

Mr. jonts, \\ as there any Water about her Mouth and Nolo ? Hufler, Not when I faw her.

Mr. Jones. Did you mind her about her Neck and Head ? _

Hufler, Yes, Yes, there was a fettling of Blood at the top of the Collar-bone, juft here,
and there was a let-

tling of Blood upon both her Ears, moft about her left Ear. , 3

Mr. Jones, Swear ^»» />//*/«««, (which was done) did you fee the Body of Mrs. S'out after fhe was drowned

Pilkinton. Ye> Sir. Mr. Jones, Pray in what condition was ihe when fhe was ftnptr

Pilkinton, I was in the Houfe when fhe was brought In dead, and old Mrs Stout defired me to help to Jay her

out, and taking aview of her, I did not at all perceive her Body to be Swelled.

Mr. Jones, Was there any Water came out upon the moving of it ? ■

f , TI
,

Pilkinton, No, I didnot perceive any ; and by a further view, I faw a rednefs on the kit lide ot her Jleaa,

and her Ear was black, and there was a little mark upon her Breaft, on the left fide.

Mr Jones, What colour was it of ? ,

Pilkinton, It feemed, reddifh
and blackifh, as to colour it was like a fettling of blood ; I can t tell how to

make it out very well. Mr. Cowper, Had fhe any circle round about her Neck ?

Pilkinton, No, not- that I fee.

Mr Cowper, Pray did not you
make fome Depofition to that purpofe, that you know of ?

Pilkinton, Sir, I never did,
and dare not do it.

...

Mr Cowper, It was
read againft me in the Kings Bench, and I will prove it, was not Mr. Mead with you at

the time ofyour Examination? Pilkinton, Yes.

Mr Cowper, Didnot
he put in fomeWords, and whatwere they ? Pilkinton, Not that I know of

Mr Cowper, But you
never fwore fo, upon pour Oath ?

Pilkinton, No, I dan
t believe I did, if 1 did it was ignorantly.

Mr. Jones, Here
is her Examination, it is crofs her Neck.

Mr' Cowper, Was Mr. Toung of Hertford, the Coaftable, prefent when you were Examined ?

Pilkinton, Yes he was
fo. The next Day Mrs. Stout fent for me again, to put on her Daughters Shrowd,

and I was one that helped to draw the Sheet away, and there was not one drop of Water same from her, and

I laid a Cloth under her Chin, when I helped her into the Coffin, but I did not fee the leaft moifhire come

from her. Mr. Cowper, What day was it, that you put her into the Coffin ?

Pilkinton, The next day after fhe was dead
#

Mr Cowper, Do you
know nothing of her being convey d into the Barn ?

Pilkinton, I hapned to be in the Barn, Mrs. Stout defired me to go with her, and fhe was brought up in an

indecent manner, and I put
a Sheet about her. I was in Mrs. Stout's Houfe before her Daughter was brought

thither Mr. Jones, Call Dr. Coatfworth, Dr. Nailer, Dr« Woodhoufe, Dr. Bide.

(Mr. Coatfworth was Sworn)

Mr Jones, Pray Doctor, had you a view ofthe Body ofMrs Stout ?

Coatfworth, Yes, I had, Sir,
I am a Surgeon.

Mr Jones Pray give an account of it, and what your Opinion was how fhe came by her death.

Coatfworth My Lord, in April laft I was fent for by Dr. Philips, to come to Hartford,^ to fee the Body of Mrs.

Stout opened' who had been 6 Weeks buried, and he told me that there was a fufpicion fhe was murthered,

and that her 'Relations were willing to have her taken up and opened. I came down, I think on the 27th of

April and lay at Mrs. Stout's Houfe that Night, and by her difcourfe I underftood fhe wanted to be fatisfied,

whether her Daughter was with Child. I told her it was my Opinion we fhould find the Parts contained in

the Abdomen fo rotten, that it would be impoffible to difcover the Uterus from the other Parts ; however, if fhe

would have her opened, I could not difcover whether fhe was with Child, unlefs the Infant was become bony.

Her Face and Neck to her Shoulders appeared black, and fo much Corrupted, that we were unwilling to pro

ceed anv further; but however, her Mother would have it done, and fo we did open her, and as foon as fhe

was opened we'perceived the Stomach and Guts were as full of Wind, as if they had been blown with a

pair of Bellows ; we put her
Guts afide, and came to the Uterus,^ and Dr. Philips fhewed it us in his Hand,

and afterwards cut it out and laid it on the Table, and opened it, and we faw into the Cavity of it, and if

there had been any thing there as minute as a Hair, we might have feen it, but it was perfectly free and

emotv
• and after that he put the Inteftines into their places, a«d we bid him open the Stomach, and it was

opened with an Incifion Knife,
and it funk flat, and let outWind, but no Water; afterwards we opened the

Breaft and Lobes of the Lungs, and there was no Water ; then we look'd on each fide, and took up the Lobes

of the Lungs too, to fee if there was no Water in the Diaphragm, and there was none, but all dry. Then I

remember I faid thisWoman could not be drowned, for if fhe had taken in Water, the Water muft have

rotted all the Guts ; that was the conftruction I made
of it then, but for any marks -about her Head and Neck,

. it was impoffible for us to difcover it,
becaufe they were fo rotten.

Mr Cowper You fay, this infpe&ion was made about fix Weeks after ihe was dead ?

Coatfworth
'

It was made on the 28th of April. Mr Cowper, She was drowned on the 13 th of March.

Mr Jones 'Did you make an incifion into
thofe Parts of the Neck and Head.

Coatfworth, No, I told Mrs Stout and her Son, if you imagine the Skull to be injur'd, I will open the Head,

for if the fcalp be never fo rotten, yet if the Skull has fuffered any impreflion, I fhall difcover it, they faid,

they did not fufpect a broken
Skull in the cafe, and fo we did not examine it.

Mr Jones, But all the
other Parts were found ?

.

Coatfworth, Yes, found
to a miracle, tor 1 did not imagine we could find them fo.

Mr Jones, Call John Dimfdale. Mr Cowper, My Lord, I would knaw, and I defire to be heard to

this Point ;' I think where the Coroners Inqueft have view'd the Body, and the relations have been heard, and

the Body buried, that
'tis not to be ftird afterwards for any private inflection of Parties, that intend to

make themfelves Profecutors, but if it is to be taken up, it is to be done by fome legal authority, for if it

fhould be otherwife, any
Gentleman may be eafily trepan'd, for inftance, if they fhould have thought fit after

the Coroners View, to have broken the Skull into a hundred pieces. This was a private View altogether

among themfelves, certainly if they intended to have Profecuted me, or any other Gentleman upon this Evi

dence they ought to have given us notice, that
_

we might have had fome Surgeons amonft them, to fuper-
intend their Proceedings. My Lord, with iubmiffion, this ought not to be given in Evidence.

Mr Bar. Hatfell, Mr Cowper, I think you are not in earneft, there "is no colour for this objection, if they did

take up the Body without notice, why
fhould not that be Evidence, unlefs you think they had a delign to for-

iwear themfelves.
Mr Cowper, Had you a Melius Inquirendum, or any lawful warrant for making this

inflection ? Coatfworth, No, there was not. Mr Bar. Hatfell, Suppofe they did an ill thing in

rking up the Body without fome order,
tho' I don't know any more ill in taking up that Body, than any other ;

but however, is that any reafon why we fhould not hear this Evidence.

Ci'tfworth.



C?atjworth, Mr Camhn, S'nlV. Cowper $ Surgeon was thereby.
Mr Jams, Call Mr Dimfdale Senior, (who was fworn). Had you a View of t\\t Body after it was taken

up ? Dimfaah, Yes.
Mr Jones, Pray give your Opinion of it ? Dimfdale, On the ;8th of ^/>r//, as I remember, I was

fent for down by Mrs Stout, to view the Body of her Daughter. Her Daughter was juft taken out of the
Ground, but not opened, they had juft toucht the Body, but not opened the Skin when I came theiv

Mr Bar. Hatfell, Are you a Surgeon ? Dimfdale, Yes, my Lord. Finding her Head fo much mor

tified down to her Neck, we thought all the Parts were feized, and had a confultation whether we fhould-

open her or not, but Mrs Stout was very much enraged, becaul'e a great fcandal had been railed, that her

Daughter was with Child, and fhe faid, fhe would have her opened to clear her Reputation ; with that we

opened her, and found her Body as found as any Fleih could be, no manner of putrifaction in her Lungs, or

any other Part, but fhe was very full of Wind. We fearched the Stomach and the Thorax, and found not

one drop of Water about it, I was more curious than the reft, and turri'd away her Legs, to fee if the Coffin
was foil'd, and. the Coffin andShrowd were not wet. Her Uterus was taken out, and flaw rio manner of li^n
of Conception. After this we had a confultation to confider, whether flic was drowned, or not drowned, and
we were all of Opinion that fhe was not drowned, only Mr Camlin defired he might be excufed from giving
his Opinion, whether fhe was drowned or not, but all the reft of us did give our Opinions, that fhe was not

drowned. Mr Jams, Give your Reafons, why you believed fhe was not drowned. Dimfda'.j, My
Reafon was this, becaufe we found no Water in her, her Inteftines were not putrified, for if there had beei;

Water in her, that would have caufed a fermentation, and that would have rotted the Lungs and Guts.

Mr Bar. Hatfell, Could you tell fo many Weeks aftef, whether fhe was drowned or no ?

Dimfdale, Yes, my Lord, for this Reafon, for if fhe had been drowned, there had been fome fign of Water,
and if there had been a Pint of Water, it would have rotted her Lights and her Guts, and that is done in a

Weeks time by fermentation. Mr Cowper, Sir, I defire to know, whether according to Reafon and

your Skill after fix Weeks time, it's poffible, there fhould be Water in the Thorax. Dimfdale, I do be

lieve there may be fome, for it can't come out after the Body is dead, but by putrifaction,and there was no pu

trifaction, but it was firm and found. Mr B. Hatfell, What Parts would have been putrified by the Water ?

Dimfdale} The Lungs and Bowels. Mr Bar. Hatfell, And they were firm ? Dimfdale, They
were, and if there had been Water, they would have been putrified. Mr Jones, Call John Dimfdale,
Junior. Juryman, Was her Navel ftarted ? Dimfdale, Sen. No, I never faw fuch a Body
in my Life. Mr Cowper, Did you ever fee a Body that was drowned^ and opened fix Weeks after r

Dimfdale, Sen. No, never. If a Body be drowned a Fortnight, the Bowels will be fo rotten, there will be

no coming near it, and I took particular notice, and I did not fee one drop of Water.

Mr Bar. Hatfell, Was the Coffin clofe ? Dimfdale, Sen. Yes, it was clofe and dry as any board what-

foever, and all the Parts found, but the Head and Neck, and left Arm. Mr Jones, What do you

think could be the Reafon of that ? Dimfdale, Sen. The left Arm was rottener than the other,
the Neck was rotten before. Mr Jones, What did you take to be the caufe of it ?

Dimfdale, Sen. I can't judge of, that. Call John Dimfdale, Junior, (who was fworn.)

Dimfdale, Jun. My Lord, the Body was opened before I came to fee it, and they were drawing up an Affi

davit, that there was noWater in the Body, and they defired me to Sign it, but I defired firft to look into the

Body, and I did look into it, and turn'd the Inteftines afide, and there was rioWater in it, but the Head from

the Neck was Very much putrified. - Mr Jones, Do you believe fhe was drowned ?

Dimfdale, Jun. No, I believe not. Mr Jones, Did you open the Child that was drowned ? What

difference was there between the Body of that Child and this ? Dimfdale, Jun. The Child was ex-

treamly fwell'd in the Belly and Stomach, and had abundance of Water in it. Mr Jones, Was the

Child lac'd that you opened ? Dimfdale, Jun. It was laid upon the Table before I came.

Mr Cowper, How long was it before the Child was opened ? Dimfdale, Jun. It was drowned in

the Afternoon, and opened the next Morning. Mr Cowper, You faid, Sir, you was ask'd to Sign the

Affidavit before you faw the Body, and you were honeft, and would fee the Body firft, Pray who askt you ?

Dimfdale, Jun. All of them did. Mr Cowper, Who in particular, if you pleafe narrfe them ?

Dimfdale, Jun. Mr Coatfworth, Mr Philips, Mr Camlin, &c< they asked me to fet my Hand to it, becaufe they
thought I had feen it before. (Then Dr Dimfdale was Sworn.)
Mr Jones, Mr Robert Dimfdale, Was you at the opening of this Body ? Dr Dimfdale, I came after

it was opened, my Brother and I came together. Mr Jones, What Profeffion are you of, a Phyfieian ?

Dr Dimfdale, Yes, when the Body was taken up, they defired us to be there, to infpect the Body, .but before

we came, it hap-ned they had opened the Body,, and were fetting their Hands to a Paper, a fort of Affidavit,
and when I came in, they would have had us fet our Hands, but we would not, till we had look'd upon the

Body, and went and laid it open again, and we did not find the leaft drop of Water neither in the Thorax,
nor Abdomen. Mr Cowper, Is it impoffible there fhould.be Water in the Thorax, according to your
Skjjl ? Dr Dimfdale, Yes, we did think there would have been, if fhe had been drowned.

Mr Bar. Hatfell, Could you expect to find it, fo long as fixWeeks after. Dr Dimfdale, We fhould

have expefted that or a putrifaftion, but we found no putrifaction, neither in the Bowels, nor Inteftines, but

only upon her Head and Shoulders, and one Arm.

Mr Cowperi Pray by what Paflage does the Water go into the Thorax.

Dr Dimfdale, 'Twill be very difficult for me to defcribe the manner here, but we fhould have found fome in

the Stomach and Inteftines. Mr Cowpur, Pray Sir, how fhould it go into the Thorax ?

Dr Dimfdale, By the Lymphaduct, if carried by any means.

Mr Cowper, When the Party is dead, Can any Water pafs into any Part of the Body ?

Dr Dimfdale, We opened the Abdomen of the Child that was drowned, and found in the feveral Cavities

abundance of Water. Mr Jones, When a Perfon is dead, Can they receive anyWater after ?

Dr Dimfdale, No, for all the Parts are clos'd and contracted.

Mr Cowper, Pray if a dead Body be put into theWater, will riot the Water come into the Wind-pipe ?

Dr Dimfdale, I queftion whether it will or no. Mr Jones, Was her MouthjAiut ?

Dr Dimfdale, She was putrified about the Head and Shoulders, and one Arm, that I faw was putrified, it

was the left Arm as I take it. Mr Jones, What is your Opinion as to her Death ?

Dr Dimfdale, I believe if fhe had been drowned, there would have been a putrifaftion of the Abdomen firft,
and it was her extream Parts, her Arm, her Head, and her Breaft, that was putrified, but her Bowels leem'd

firm and found. Mr Jones, Then you dori'f^ think her Death was by drowning ? Dimfdale, No.

Mr Cowper, Pray did not you give fame Certificate, or Paper, declaring ^fi Death of this Gentlewoman, be

fore you faw the Body at all ?

Dr Dimfdale,



( io )
Dr DifnfJalr, N'o I did not.

i>lr Confer, Sir, I would aik you, was not you angry, that Mr Camlin would not join with you in opi
nion ? Dr Dimfdale, No.

Mr Confer, Pray did not you tell him> that you were a graduate Phyfioian, and was angry he would not

joii with you ? Dr Dimfdale, Suppofe I did.

Mr Lr. Hatffell, But did you fo or no ?

Dr Drmfdate, Yes, my Lord, we had fome words about it.

Mr Jones, Swear Dr Coatfworth. (which was done) Now, my Lord, we call thefe Gentlemen that are

Doctors of Skill, to know their opinion of them that are found floating without Water in them, how

they come by their death.

Dr Coatfworth, I have not feen many drowned bodies to make obfervation upon, but
it is my opinion,

that every body that is drowned is fuflfocated by Water paffing down the Wind-pipe into the Lungs upon

infpiration, and at the^fame time, the Water prefiing upon the Gullet, there will be a neeeflity of fwal-

lowinjr i great part of it into the Stomach : I have been in danger of being drowned my felf, and I was

forced to fwallow a great quantity of Water. If a Perfon was drowned and taken out immediately, as

foon as the fufrbcation was effected, I fhould not wonder, if there were but little Water in the Stomach

and Guts, but if it lay in the Water feveral Hours, it muft be very ftrange if the belly fhould not be

full of water; but I will not fay, it is impoflible it fhould be otherwife.

Mr Conper, I defire to know whether this Gentleman attempted to drown himfelf, or was in danger of

being drowned by accident.

Dr Coatfnorth, It was by accident : I was pafltng up the Ship fide, and took hold of a loofe Rope in-

{lead ofthe entring Rope, which failing me, I fell into the water.

Mr Conper, But you ftruggled to fave your felf from drowning ?

Dr Coatfworth, I did fo. I have feen feveral perfons that have been drowned, and they have lain feveral

days, until by a fermentation, they have been rais'd, but I never made my obfervations of any perfons
that have been drqwned above fix hours.

Mr Jones, Did you ever hear of any Perfons that as foon as they were drowned had fwam aboveWater ?

Dr Coatfworth, I have not known fuch a Cafe.

Mr Cowfvr, Did you ever know, Sir, a body that was otherwife killed to float upon the Water ?

Dr Coatfworth, I never made any Obfervation of that.

Mr Bar. Hatfell, Dr Brown has a learned difcourfe in his Vulgar Errors upon this fubjeel, concerning the

floating of dead bodies, I don't underftand it my felf, but he hath a whole Chapter about it.

(Then Dr Nailor was fworn.)
Mr Jones, We ask you the fame queftion that Dr Coatfworth was asked 5 What is your opinion of dead,

Bodies ? If a Body be drowned will it haveWater in it or not ?

Dr Nailor, My Lord, I am of opinion, that it will have a quantity if it be drowned, but if there be

no Water in the Body, I believe that the Perfon was dead before it was put into the Water.

Mr'Confer, I would ask the Doctor one queftion, my Lord 5 Whether he was not a conftant Voter againft
the Intereftof our Family in this Corporation?
Dr Nailor, I never did come to give a Vote, but Sir William Cowper, or his Son oppos'd me, and faid, I

had no right to Vote.
Mr Coivper, I would have ask'd the fame queftion of the Dimfdales, i£ I had remembred it ; they are of

another Party, as this Gentleman is.

Mr Bar. Hatffell. It is not at all material as they are WitnefTes.

Mr Jones, Then call Dr Babington, (who was fworn)
Mr. Jones, Pray what is your opinion of this matter ?

Mr Babington, I am of Opinion that all Bodies that go into the Water alive, and are drowned, have

Water in them, and fink as foon as they are drowned, and don't rife fo foon as this Gentlewoman did.

Mr Confer, Pray what is your Profeffion Sir ? Mr Babington, I am a Chirurgeon.
Mr Cowper, becaufe Mr Jones call'd you Doctor.

Mr Bar. Hatffell, Did you ever fee any Bodies drowned ?

Mr Babington, Yes my Lord, I once had a Gentlewoman a Patient that was half an hour under

Water, and fhe liv'd feveral hours.after, and in all that time fhe difcharg'd a great quantity of Water j I

never heard of any that went alive into the Water, and were drowned, that floated fo foon as this Gen

tlewoman did: I have heard fo from Phyficians.
Mr Bar. Hatffell, I have heard fo too, and that they are fore'd to tye a Bullet to dead Bodies thrown

into the Sea, that they might not rife again.
Mr Confer, The reafon of that is, that they fhould not rife again, not that they will not fink without

it 5 but
I would ask Mr Babington, whether the Gentlewoman he fpeaks of, went into the Water volun

tarily, or fell in by Accident?

Mr Balinpon, By Accident but I believe that don't alter the Cafe j

Mr Jones, Swear Dr. Burnet, (which was done.)
Dr You hear what is the Matter in queftion, what is your Opinion of it ?
Dr. Burnet, My Lord, I think, that if any Perfon fall into the Water by Accident, or throws himfelf

fh, the Body will receive Water as long as it is alive, and there are Endeavours for Refpiration, and after

thefe Endeavours are over, there is no Water will come in, for all the Parts are clos'd 5 fo confequently
there muft be Water in all probability found in her.

Mr Jones, What do they fwim ox fink ?

Dr Bamet, They fink : I never faw a Perfon drowned taken up without Water in my life, but I have
-uen feveral full of Water.

Mr Copper, I think you fay when the Faculty of Refpiration ceafes, no Water comes in.

Dr Burnet, Yes, that is my Opinion.
Mr Cowfer, But the Water does pafs into then while there are Endeavours for Refpiration ?

Dr Burnet, Yes; that is my Opinion. ^(n
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T/.y;; Dr. Woodhoule -j; Jaor»/4, I

Mrjoins, Dr. What is your Opinion of this Matter ?

Dr r/oodbci'fe, My Opinion is, that no Perfon is fuflfocated by Water, buthe muft have a great deal.of
Water within him; a great deal of XVater in the Stomach, and fome in the Lung'.
Mr Confer, Pray, Sir, did you ever open any of thefe Bodies?

Dr H'oodhoufe, ies, I have opened a Child my felf that had a great quantity of Water in it,

Mr Confer, Did you find any quantity of Water in the Throat r*

Dr Woodhovfe, There was fome, but a little, but a great deal in the Stomach.

Mr. Confer, Pray which way can it pafs into the Thorax ?

Dr iVoodhouf, While the Perfon is itrugling for Refpiration, there may be a Relaxation of,
and the Perfon muft fuck in Waterls well as Air, and fome

Water may get into theWindpipe, and fo enter into the Lungs.
Mr Cowper, Is there a Paflage from the^Lungs to the Thorax ?

.

•
■

Dr IVoodhouf, The Thorax is the Veffel wherein the Lungs lie, the Lungs in tile Thorax; the Breaft

is the Cavity where the I^ungs lie,the Windpipe is the Conveyance to the Lungs, and a Perfon in Refpi
ration takes down fome Water there, but no doubt the greater quantity will be in the Stomach.

Mr Bar. Hatffelltfrzy letJne ask you a Queftion : Some ofthe Witneffes faid, that if a Perfon be drown
ed and lies dead a great while, the Inwards will be putrified, what is your Opinion of it ?

Dr IVoodhottfe, ISIo, doubt, my Lord, where Water gets into the Stomach, or wherever it is, it will

putrifie very foon.
Mr Jones, Call Edn'ard Clement (who was fworn) Are not you a Seaman ?

Clement. Yes, Sir. Mr Jones, How long have you been fo ?

Clement, Man, I have writ my felf but 6 years, but I have ufed the Sea 9 or 10 Years.

Mr Jones, Have ypu known of any Men that have been kill'd, and thrown into the Sea, or who have
fallen in and been drowned; pray tell us the difference as to their fwimming and finking.

Clement, In the Year 89 or 90, in
'

Eeachy Fight,! faw feveral thrown over-board during the Engagement,
but one particularly I took notice of, that was my Friend, and kill'd by my fide ; I faw him fwim for
a considerable diftance from the Ship, and a Ship coming under our Stern caus'd me to lofe fight of him,
but I faw feveral dead Bodies floating at the fame time : Likewife in another Engagement, where a Man

had both his Legs fhot off, and died inftantly ; they threw over his Legs, tho' they funk, I faw his Bo

dy float : Likewife I have feen feveral Men who have died natural deaths at Sea ; they hare, when they
have been dead, had a confiderable weight of Ballaft and fhot made faft to.them, and fo throw them o-.

ver-board ; becaufe we hold it for a general Rule, that all Men fwim, if they be dead before they come

into the Water; and on the contrary, I have feen Men when they hate been drowned, that they have

funk as foon as the Breath was out of their Bodies, and I could fee no more of them : For inftance, a

Man fell out of the Cornwal, and funk down to rights, and feven days after we weighed Anchor, and he'

was brought up grafping his Arms about the Cable; And we have obferved in feveral Cafes, that where
Men fall over-board, as foon as their Breath is out of their Bodies they fink downright ; and on the con
trary, when a dead Body is thrown over-board without weight, it will fwim.
Mr Jones, You have been in a Fight, how do Bodies float after a Battle ?

,

,,
<

Clement, Men float with their Heads juft down, and the fmall of their Back and Buttocks upwards, V

have feen a great number of them, fome hundreds in Beachy-head Fight, when v/e engag'd the French I

was in the olef Cambridge
■

at that time I faw feveral (what number I will not be pofitive, but they were

a great number, I can't guefs to a Score) that did really fwim, and I could fee them float at a confidera

ble diftance. Mr Jones, Have you feen a Shipwreck ?

Clement, Yes, the Coronation irr September, 1691. I was then belonging to the Dutchefs, under the Com
mand of Captain Clement, we lobk'd but arid, fee them taking down their Mails, we faw the Men walk

ing up and down on the right fide, and the Ship funk down, and they fwam
up and down like a fhoal

of Fifh one after another, and I fee them hover one upon another, and fee them drop away by {cores' at
a time, and there was an account of about 19 that fav'd themfelves/ fome by Boats, and others by
fwimming ; but there were no more fav'd out of the Ships Complement," which was between five and

fix hundred, and the reft I faw fink downright, fome 20 at a time. There was a Fifherman brought
our Captain word, that in laying in of his Islets he drew up fome Men, clofe under the Rocks,that were
drowned, belonging to the Coronation, we generally throw in bags of Ballaft with them.

Mr Jones, I fujppofe all Men that are drowned, you fink them with Weights. ;:j.
Clement, Formerly Shot was allow'd for that purpofe, rhere us'd to be threefcore \$ei«ht of iron but^

now its a Bag of Ballaft that is made faft to them.
(

Mr Jones, Then you take it for a certain Rule, that thofe that are drowned fink, but thofe that are

thrown over-board do not.

Clement, Yes, otherwife why fhould the Government be at the vaft Charge to allow threefcoje cr four-
fcore Weight of^ iron to fink every Man, but only that their fwimming about fhould not bt a difcou ■

ra^ement to others. (Then Richard Gin was Sworn)
Mr Jones, You hear the Queftion, pray what do you fay to it? .,

Gin, I was at Sea a great while, and all the Men that I fee turn'd over-board had a great Weight at
their Heels to fink them. Mr Jones, Then will they fwim otherwife.

Gin, So they fay. •■»-..
Mr Jones,'Are you- a Seaman ?

Gin, I went againft my Will in 2 Fights. . . ,

Mr Jones, Then Gentlemen ofthe Jury, I hope we have given you Satisfaction that Mrs Stout did not

drown her felf, but was carried into the Water after /he was kill'd : That was the firft Queftion ; for

if it be true, that all dead Bodies when they are put into the Water do fwim, and the Bodies that go a-

iivc into the Water and are drowned do fink ; this is fufficient Evidence that fhe came by her death, not"
In drowning, but fome other Way : Now, my Lord, as to the fecond matter, and that is, to eivc fuch

Evidence as we have againft thefe Gentlemen at the Bar 5 Mr. Cowper it appears was :1k laft Man that
D

any
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ny on-: can give an account of v. as in hu Com run y

. What became of her afterwards, or where they
wentn ) body can tell ; but the other Witnc-ffc* h:4vc 'nven you Evidence that he was the laft Man that

was with her: I flull only give this further Evidence, as to Mr Confer -7 That.notwithftand ah the

Civilities and Kindnefles tint p ls'd between him and this Family, when the bruit and noifc of this F.icl

was fpread abroad, Mr. <.'r,:-.-/\»r did not come to confider.and cenfuk with old Mrs Stint what w.,s to be

done ; but he took no manner of notice of it, and the next Day he rode out of Town, without fur

ther taking notice of it.

Ca'l George Aldridg and John Archer. ( John Archer I'-'-ts Sworn)
Mr Jones, Do you know any thing of Mr Confer's going out of Town ar'rer this Bufinefs of Mrs Stent's

being drowned.

s'nher, Yes, I did fee him go out of Town afterwards. Mr Jones, Which Way did he go ?

Ard?r, He went the back Way from the Glove, I iuppofe he came that Way.
Mr Cr.-.^y, What Day was it I went : Is it not the Way that I us'd to go when go I the Circuit into

Effx. - Archer, Yes, I believe fo.

Mr Confer, I lodp'd at Mr Barefoot's, a nd as the back Door ofthe Cove, where my Horfe was, and

I went the direct way into Effex, and it was IVednefday morning : What Day was it you fee me go ?

Arch-r, It was on the iVednfday morning.
Mr Confer, That was the very Day I went into Effex. (Then George Aldridg "was Sworn)
Mr Jones, When did Mr Co-afer go out of Town the laft Affizes?

Aldridg, On l-K'dntfday. Mr Joncs, Which Way did he go ?

Aldridg, He went the Way to Chelmsford. Mr Jones, Did you not fetch his Horfe from Stout's ?

siIdrid«, Yes Sir. Mr Jones, How often did you go for it ?

Aldridg, Three times. Mr Jones, When?

Aldridg, On Tuefday night I fent once, and went twice my felf; the firft time there was no body at

home to deliver the Horfe, fo 1 went to Mr Stout's and ask'd him about the Horfe, and he faid he could
not deliver him till the Maid went home, and then 1 went about 1 1 a Clock, and had the Horfe.

Mr Bar. Hatfell, Was it 1 1 at night ? Aldridg, Yes, my Lord.

Mr 'Confer, When I fent you to fetch my Horfe, what Directions did 1 give you ?

Aldridg, You gave me Directions to fetch your Horfe, becaufe you faid you fhould have occafion to go
out next morning betimes with the Judge.

Mr Cowper, Tfhe reafon I fent for my Horfe was this ; when I heard fhe had drowned her felf, I think
it concern'd me in prudence to fend a common Hoftler for him, for fear the Lord ofthe Mannor fhould

fieze all that were there as forfeited.

Mr Baron Hatfell, There was no danger of that, for fhe was found non compos mentis.

Mr Cowper, No, my Lord, I fent before the Verdict.

Mr Jones, It fcemsyou did not think fit to go and take Horfe there your felf, though you put your
Horfe there.

Now, my Lord, we will go on and give the other Evidence that we open'd'eoneerning thefe 3 other
Gentlemen that came to Town ; 2 of them took Lodgings at-Gurry's at 5 in the Afternoon, but did not
come in till between 1 1 and 12, and then they brought another in with them, and though he had been

in Town 5 or 6 hours, his Feet were wet and his Shoes, and his Head was of a reaky Sweat, he had
been at fome hard Labour I believe, and not drinking himfelf into fuch a Sweat.

Call John Gurrey, Martha Gurrey, and Eliz. Gurrey. ( John Gurrey was Sworn)
Mr Jones, Do you know any of the Gentlemen at the Bar ? Gurrey, Yes.

Mr Jmes, Name \: ho you know.

Gurrey, There is Mr Stevens, Mr Rogers, and Mr Marfon.
Mr Jones, Pray do you remember when they took Lodgings at your Houfe ?

Gurry, The laft Affizes, when they firft came there was only Mr Stevens and Mr Rogers.
Mr Jone<, At what time did they take it ?

Gurrey, I was at Church and can't tell that, they hir'd the Lodging of my Wife.

Mr Jones, What can you fay more ?

Gurrey< I \»as in at night when they came, there came 3 of them at n at night, whereof Mr Marfon
Was the third Perfon, and he faid he was deftitute of a Lodging, and he ask'd for a fpare Bed, my Wife
told them fhe had one, but had let it, whereupon Mr Stevens and Mr Rogers Cuid he fhould lodae with
them ; fo they went up all together, and tbey call'd for a Fire to be kindled, and ask'd for the Land

lord, w hich was I, and they ask'd me to fetch a Bottle ofWine, and I told them I would fetch a Quart,
which I did, and then they ask'd me to fit down and drink with them, which 1 did ; and then they
a-k'd me if one Mrs Sarab Stout did not live in Town, and whether fhe was a For'.une 1 faid vei ;

then they faid they did not know how to come to the fight of her, and I faid I would iho\v them' hrr
to morrc a morning, not queftioning but 1 might fee her fome time as fhe was comin? down the Street •

fo they faid they would go to fee her. Mr Rogers and Mr Stevens charg'd Mr Marfan*with being her old
S -eetheart, faith Mr Marfon, fhe hath thrown me off, but a Friend of mine will be even with her by
this time. Mr Baron Hatf-i, What a Clock was it then ?

Gurrey, I reckon r r a Clock when they came in.

Mr baron !'-ht fell, Y) d you obferve in what Condition Mr Marfan was in ?

Gurrey, I did not obferve, only that he was hot and put by his Wig, I fee his Head was wet, and r
•

faid ru- was y.f com? from Lond
'

», and that made him in fuch a heat.

M-- Jones, Hid he Shoes or Boots on ?
Gurrey, I did not obferve that.

Mr J-n:s, What d;d they do the next dav ?

Gurry, The neyr morning I heard this Parry was in theWater, I fat up all night, and was fain to

wait till my Daughter came down to look after the Shop, and then I « ent to fee her, and f»- was re
moved into the rWn, and they were wiping her Face, doling her Eye*, and puttina up her Taws and
as I came back thefe Perfons were walking, and I met Mr M*rfin and Mr tt™r»;.and told them the News:

Said
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Said I, this Perfon is come to a fad Accident ; fay they, io we hear, but nfve;theie:> we .viii oj <;s good
as out vvoi\', and go and fee her ; I vvvnt with them and overtook Mr Rogers, and Ma.Tun fain we nrc

going to fee Mrs Stout : O Landlord, faid Rogers, you may take up that Rogue (pointing At Me- M.-.rfux.)
tor what he faid laft nigh:, but 1 did not think, they fpeaking io jocularly, that there was any fufpicicn
of their being concerned in the murder : A fecond time I went, the Bam-door was lock'd, 1 knock'd,
and they open'd it and let us in, and they uncover'd her Face to let trie fee her, and I touch'd her, and

looaking about for them they were gone, and I can't fay they fee her or touch'd her ; then Me Marfon .

and they were consulting how to fend a gre.t Coat to London, and 1 directed them to a Coachman "t

the rh-Al-lnr., but i Qui not hear he went to enquire after the Coachman ; then they went to voar

Lordfhip's Chamber, and I went .home, and about n ofthe Clock I law Mr Marfon and :\1, Steves

coming down with Mr Spencer Cowper.
Mr ^M-rf-n, I did not go out that night after I came in.

Mr Jones, \:o, we agree that, did you fee Yr Confer and thefe Gentlemen together1?
'

Gurrey, Only at na Clock on Tufday noon, Mr Confst, Mr Marfon, Mr Stevens were coming dov ri

to the market-place.
Mr ]ones, Did not they take their leave of you when they went away from you that Forenoon ?

Gurrey, No, only in the morning they told me they would fend me word at Noon if they inund *d to

■ lodge there.
Mr Marfon, 1 defire to know of Mr Gurry, if his Sifter was not in the Room when I came in.

Gurrey, She was in our Houfe that day, but Whether when they came I can't tell.

Mr Confer, Pray have not you had fome Difcourfe with your Sifter the Widow Davis, concerning fome

Sufpicion that
\ ou had of Sarah Walker, that hath been produe'd as a VVitnefs ?

Gurrey, I don't remember any fuch.

Mr Confer, Then didn't you fay thefe Words 5 We mufl not concern our felves with Satah Walker, fo.1

fhe is the only VVitnefs againft the Cowpers.

Gurrey, I can't remember any fuch thing.
Mr baron Hatfell, You muft anfwer according to the beft of what you remember ; if yoii fay you have

forgotten when you have not, you are forfworn.

Mr Confer^ If your Lordfhip pleafes to give leave to Mr Gurrey to recolle6t himfelf, I ask him, Whe

ther he did not talk with his Sifter Davis about fome Sufpicion his Wife and he had about SarahWalter
the maid-fervant of the deceafed ?

Gurrey, I believe there might be fome talk of a Perfon that was feen to go into the Church-Yard, at

fome diftance with Sarah Walker.

Mr Cowper, Did your Wife fay that fhe did fufpecl: that Perfon ? Gurrey, Yes.

Mr Cowper, Did yourWife fay they behav'd themfelves ftfangely, and that fhe'd have perfwaded the

Widow rUewit to have watch'd her? Gurrey, There was fomething of that.
Mr Confer, VVas there not fome fuch Words, that they muft not meddle with Sarah Walker, for fhe

is the VVitnefs againft the Ccwfers.
Cur >y, I faid, Do not concern your felf with Sarah Walker for fear of taking off her Evidence.
Mr 'owper, Pray did not the VVidow Davis warm the Sheets for thefe Gentlemen ?

n ■;; •■>-eyi She was with my Wife, but I can't fay whether fhe warm'd the Sheets.

Mr "owper, VVhen they came home, had you any Lodgers that wanted to come home ; Had net you

one G pe ? Gurrey, I can't fay whether he was in before or after them.

Mr Cnper, Did not you fay to your Sifter Davis 3 Now thefe Gentlemen are in Bed, ifMr Gape would

c;me home our Family would be quiet.
Gurry, 1 do not remember that. Mr Confer, Pray did not you go to look for Mr Gape ?

Gurny, Yes, I went to Hockley's.
Mr Conper, Who did you employ to fpeak to Mr Gape to come home ? Gurrey, Mrs Hockley.
Mr Cwper, When you came home to your own Houfe, and after you had been at Hock/ey's to fpeak

with Mr Gape, what account did you give of the time ofNiglit, and other particulars ?

Gurrey, I gave no account ofthe time. Mr Confer, Not to Mrs Davis ?

Gurrey, I can't tell whether I did or no.

Mr (>npe>-, Did not you fay Mr Gape ask'd Mrs Hockley what a Clock it was ?

Gurrey, No, I don't remember that, bus Mrs. Hockley went in and told him what time ofNight it was,
it was 1 1 or 1 2 a Clock, whether I can't fay.
Mr. Jones, Call Martha Gurrey. (who was Sworn) Which of thefe Gentlemen do you know ?

Mrs Gurrey , Mr Marfin\ Mr Rogers, and Mr Stevens.

Mr J--nes, What time ofthe night Was it when they came to your Houfe; give an account of it, and
of what you heard them fay.

Mrs Gu-'-rey, It was a little after Five or thereabouts, that they came--

Mr Jones, Who came ?

Mrs Gun-ey, Mr Stevens, and Mr Rogers, and there was one Mr Gilbert that married a fiift Coufin ofnrhe

lie came and ask'd me for my Husband, and I ask'd him his Bufinefs, and he faid he wanted to fpeak
w'th him

•

Mr Jones, Pray come to thefe Men, when did they come to your Houfe?

Mrs Currtx, They hired the Lodging at 5 a Clock, when they firft came to fee them I was not at home^
Mr Gilbert brought them, and as I was coming along the Street, I faw Mr Gilbert walking a% and would

not look at me—

Mr J'?**.', When did they go out ? Mrs Gurrey, They never ftaid there,

Mr Jones, When did they come in again? Mrs Guzrey, Between 11 and 12.

Mr Baron Hatfell, What did they do when* they came in ?

Mrs Gurry, I was laying on fome Sheets 2 pair of Stairs, when they cam-, sruLthen there was three*

of them 3 fo they faw me "a little after, and beg'dmy excufe for bringing in another ;■ for they faid 'twas
fo
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fo late they could net get a Lodging any where elle, and faid, it / thought tit the Gentleman /hould lic

with them, and / told'thein I lik'd it very well. Mr Jones, What Firing had they ?

Mrs Gurrey t The Firing I laid on in the morning, and they fent for my Husband to fetch them fome

Wine. Mr Jones, What did you hear them talk on ?

Mrs Gurrey, They difcours'd with my Husband, and ask'd him if he knew Mrs Sarah Stont, and one of

them faid to Mr Marfon, I think fhe was an old Sweetheart of yours ; ay faith he, but fhe turn'cl me off,

but a Friend of mine is even with her ; and Mr Rogers faid he was iii with her, and afterwards faid her

Bufinefs was done ; they had a Bundle that was wrapt in a pure white Cloth (like to an Apron) but I

can't fay it was an Apron, and there was a parcel hanging loofe by it, and when he laid it clown, he

faid, he would pafs his [Word Mrs Sarah Stout's Courting days were over, and /faid, J hop'd it was

no hurt to the Gentlewoman, and then I looking upon Mr Marfon, I faw him put his Peruke afide, and

his Head reak'd, and he told them he was but juft come from London that Night, which made him dif-

appointed of a Lodging.
Mr Jones, What did you hear1 them fay about any mony ?

Mrs Gurrey, 1 ask'd them how they would have their Bed warm'd, and Mr Marfon anfwer'd very hot,

and with that I went down to fend my Daughter up, and fhe could not go prefently, I told her then fhe

muft go as foon as fhe could.

Mr Baron Hatfell, Pray don't tell us what pafs'd between you and your Daughter, what do you know

of thefe Gentlemen ?

Mrs Gurrey, I went to the next Room to fee if every thing was as it fhould be, I hearkned, and they
had fome difcourfe about mony, arfd I heard fome body (I don't know who it fhould be, except it were

Mr Stevens) anfwer, and fay, the Ufe-money was paid to Night, but what money they meant I can't telL
Mr Jones, What did you find when they were gone ?

Mrs Gurrey, Sir, I found a Cord at the end of the Trunk.

Mr Jones, Was it there in the morning, or before they came ?

Mrs Gurrey, No it could not, for I fwept my Room and wip'd down the duff.

Mr Jencs, Was the Cord white ?

Mrs Gurrey, No, it was more dirty than it is now, for my Husband and I have worn it in our Pockets

Mr Confer, Pray who brought the Cord down from above Stairs ?

Mrs Gurrey, my Daughter that liv'd with me, and fhe laid it upon the Shelf.

Mr Confer, Did not you hear
there was a Coroners Inqueft fitting ?

Mrs Surrey, The next day at night I did hear of it.

Mr Cowper, Why didn't you go to the Coroners Inqueft, and give an account of it there ?

Mrs Gurrey, I told my Husband of it, and I ask'd my Husband if he did not hear what they faid con

cerning Mrs Sarah Stout, and he anfwered yes, they ought to be taken up for the Words they faid laft

Night ; why, faith 7, don't you take notice of, I think you ought to take them up ; but he went out

of Doors, and I faw no more of him till the Afternoon ; when I heard the Words I thought fome body
had ftole her away and got to Bed to

her.

Mr Confer, Pray if your Husband heard thefe Words, why didn't he go to the Coroners Inqueft ?

Mrs Gurrey, I did fpeak to him to have them taken up.

Mr Confer, Why did not you do it ?

^ Mrs Gurrey, He laid he'djiot do it, he did not know but it might coft him his life.

Mr Jones, How came you after this to difcover it ?

Mrs Gurrey, Becaufe 1 was fo troubled in mind 1 could not reft Night nor Day, and 1 tohthim, if he'd
aot tell of it, I'd tell of it my felf, for 1 was not able to live.

(Then Elizabeth Gurrey was Sworn)
Mr Jonts,- Pray do you know Mr Rogers, Mr Stevens, and Mr Marfon.
£. Gurrey,- 1 know Mr Marfon, and thefe are the other Gentlemen 1 reckon.

Mr Jonesi Wat Difcourfe did you hear from them ?

E. Gurrey, Mr Marfon ask'd the other Gentlemen how much mony they had fpent, the other anfwer'd
What's that to him, you have had 40 or 50 Pounds to your fhare ? Then the other ask'd him, Whether

the Bufinefs was" done ? and he anfwer'd, he believ'd it was, but if it was not done, it would be done to

Night ; then, my Lord,
he pull'd out a handful ofmony out of his pocket, and fwore he would fpend it

all for joy the Bufinefs was done.

Mr Jones, Was Mr Confer's Name mentioned ?

E. Gurrey, I heard them mention Mr Confer'* Name, but not Mrs Sarah Stout's.

Mr Jones, What condition was the Gentleman's Shoes in ?

E. Gurrey, I think it was Mr Marfon, his Shoes were very wet and dirty, one of them was very hot

and he wip'd his Head with his Handkerchief.
3 *

Mr Jsncs, Now, my Lord, we have done as to our Evidence : Mr Marfon pretended he was juft then

alighted and- come from London, and was in a great heat, and his Shoes were wet; I wonder what Mr

-Marfon had been doing, for when he was examined, he faid he came to Town about Ei«ht of the Clock
andVent to the Glove and Dolfhin Inn, and ftaid there while he came to his Lodging ; now 'tis a wonder
ful thing that he fhould come wet-fhod from a Tavern, where he had been fitting 4 or 5 hours together
Then the Examination of Mr John Niarjon was read. fc

Mr Jones, All that I obferve from it, is this ; that he had been 5 hours in Town, ami when he came

to his Lodging he came in Wet and hot, and faid he was juft come from London.

Mr Marfin, I had rid 40 miles that day, and could not be foon cold.

Mr Baroii Hatfell, They have done now for the King ; Come Mr Confer, What do you fay to it *

Mr Jones, If your Lordfhip pleafe we'll call one Witnefs more. {Mary Richardfon)
Mr Jones4 Do you know Mr Marfon, or any of thefe Gentlemen ?

Mrs Richardfon, They came on Tuefday Night to the Hell at Hoddfdon, and lay there, and nnt of the
Gentlemen, when I was warming the Sheets, ask d me if I knew Mr* r.irab Stout; mi I fad vcs

. he

'ask'd
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ask'd me if I knew which w^y fhe c\.t\z to her end, and I told him I could not re".

Mr Jones, Is that all, what did they fay more?

Mrs Richardfon, They did defire and wifh it might be found out how it came about ; and or.e Gentle

man took no notice of her at all ; they had a little Bundle, but what was in it I can't u\I, L»^t there I

fee it bound up in fome colour'd Stuff or other, but what it was I can't tell.
Mr Jones, Is that all you can fay ?

Mrs Richardfon, Yes, that's all. Mr Jones, Then we have done*

Mr Baron Hatfell, Come Mr Confer, What do you fay to it ?

Mr Confer, Now they have done on the part of the King, my Lord, and you Gentlemen of the Jury,
I muft beg your patience for my Defence. 1 eonfefs it was an unfortunate Accident for me (as Mr Jones

calls it) that I hapned to be the laft Perfon (Tor ought appears) in the Company of a melancholy Wo

man. The Difcourfe occafioned by this Accident had been a fufficient Misfortune to me without any

thing elfe to aggravate it ; but I did not in the leaft imagin that fo little, fo trivial an Evidence as here

is, could poffibly have affected me to fo great a degree, as to bring me to this Place to anfwer for the

worft Fact that the worft ofMen can be guilty of.

My Lord, your Lordfhip did juft now obferve, that I have appear'd at the Bar for my Clients, but I

muft fay too, that I never appear'd for my felf under this or the like Circumftances, as a Criminal fora-

ny Offence whatfoever.

Mr Jones very well faid, when he fpoke on the patt ofthe King, that if this Gentlewoman was mur

thered, the Crime was Villanous, Bafe, Barbarous and Cruel ; and for my part I think fo too, the Crim?

would be fo great, that it could never fufficiently be Condemned : But at the fame time I may aver, that

to fuppofe a Murther without good Grounds for it, and afterwards to charge innocent Men with it know

ingly and malieioufly, is to a Trifle as Bafe and Barbarous as the Murther it felf could be. My Lord, I

fpeak for my own part, I know not at what Price other Men may value their Lives, but I had much

rather my felf was murthered than my Reputation ; which yet, I am fenfible hath fuffer'd greatly
hitherto by the malice and artifice of fome men, who have gone pretty far in making this Fact, as

Barbarous as it is, to be Credited of me. And therefore I muft beg your Lordfhip's, and the Jury's
Patience, while I not only defend my Life, but juftifie my felf alio from thefe things that have -un-

juftly afperfed me, by the Conspiracy and Artifice of my Accufers.

My Lord, in all the Evidence that hath been given, I muft obferve there is no pofitive Evidence,
with Submiflion, to induce the Jury, or any one to believe the General, that this Gentlewoman was

murthered ; but they go upon Suppofitions and Inferences, which are contradicted by other Circum

ftances, in the very Evidence of the Profecutor, that make full as ftrong to prove fhe was not murther

ed, as that fhe was ; fo that as it ftands, it can amount only to a bare Suppofition, that fhe was mur-

ther'd by any body.
Then as to the Evidence that particularly relates to my felf, or the Gentlemen who ftand wirh m;

at the Bar ; that they, or I were concern 'd in it (if fhe was murther'd) there is not one Syllable of

Proof; at moft it amounts but to make us fufpect of a Murther, not proved, but only fufpected; this

I obferve upon the Evidence, as it now ftands without Anfwer, as it has been given on the King's
Part, and how far in the Cafe of Life, Men fhall be affected with Evidence of this Nature, which

neither proves the Murther in General, nor that they did it in particular, though no Defence was made,
or any further Anfwer given, I muft fubmit to your Lordfhip's, and the Jury's Judgment.
But my Lord, I do not doubt but I fhall be able to wipe away, even that remorfe Sufpicion by my

Defence ; they have been long in their Evidence for the King, and therefore I muft beg your Patience

while I give a particular Anfwer to every part of it, iin as good a method as I am able, and I will

vvafte as little time as may confift with the juftifying my Reputation (for which I know your Lord

fhip will have as tender a regard, to fee it doth not fuffer unjuftly) as for my Life it felf.

And 1 promife your Lordfhip 1 fhall trouble you with no Evidence which is not exprefs and plain,
no Inuendoes or Sufpicions ; but 1 fhall prove fully and clearly, in the firft place, that there was no

Ground at all in this Cafe to fuppofe fhe was murthered by any one but her felf.

The firft Fact that they infifted upon to infer a Murther from it, was, that the Body was found float

ing ; now, my Lord, that Fact 1 am able by the Evidence 1 have, as well as frorri that ofthe Profecu

tor, to deny ; for the Fact was directly otherwife, that is, fhe was not found floating.
And whereas the Profecutor's Witmeffes, who have been produced to this Point, are obfeure and poor

Men, and your Lordfhip obferves have been taught to fay generally that fhe floated, which, when they
are required to explain, and defcribe how file lay,they contradict themfelves in,by fhewing fhe lay fideways
between the Stakes, and almoft all under Water: Now I fhall give your Lordfhip, and the Jury a full and

particular Account andDefcription from theParifh Officers,Men employ'd by the Coroner to take the Body
out of theWater,of the veryManner andPofture in which it was firft found;which they are much better able

to do, than the Profecutor 's Witneffes, having feen her before all, or moft of thofe People : and thefe

Officers clearly agree that
her Body was under Water, when found, except fome fmall appearance of her

Petticoats, near, or on thefurface ofthe Water, which may be very eafily accounted for; becaufe the

Stakes the Witneffes mention, and whjch are driven to the Ground crofs^ the River to prevent the

Weeds and Trumpery from running into the Mill, ftand, as the Witneffes have already faid, about a

Foot diftance from one another, and are fet with their Feet from the Mill, ant^ their Heads inclining to

wards theMill with the Stream : Now, my Lord every one knows, that though a drowned Body will at

firft fink, yet it is buoyant, and does not go
down right, and reft in one place like Lead ^ for a humane

Body is feldom or never in a Stream found to lie where it was drowned ; a Body drowned at Chelfea, has

been often found by Fifhermen at London, and that before it came to float above Water. Now, if a Bo

dy isfoBouyant, as that it is driven down by the impellant force of the Current ('though it do not

float above Water) itfeems a Confequence that when it comes to be ftopp'd and refifted by\he Stakes,

which lie with their Heads downwards, inclining with the Stream, the Stream bearing the Body againft
E thf
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the Sta^t*. mull r.2c*I< rain it upwards to find another lJaflage, if r- ~'-\«, when-the Ordinary and Na-

uralis obUrucred. I have feen'i rember, that where Wee,1, h.ive ':v n driven down a River, andjnve
beer, rooled along at the bottom, when they have come dovvii to a Board, or Stakes of a Wver, or i urn-

pike, they have been by the force of the Water raifed up againft mole Boards or Stakes, and L>r-: d

over them, though without fuch Obftruclion they had undoubtedly continued to rool along under the

Water. 1 don't know of any other Symptom they pretend too, of her not being drowned, from any

thing obfcrvfd of her in the Water. Then as to the flatnefs of her Belly, when fhe was put into her

Coffin, I fhall fhew it is a common and natural Accident, fometimes drowned Bodies are fwelled more,

fometimes lefs, fometimes not at all ; I think it hardly deferves a Phyfician to prove
that a Body may be

<:ro'.vned with very little Water, that a Man may be drowned by Strangling, or Suffocation caufed by
a little Was or in the Lungs, without any great quantity of Water received in the Body, is a certain and

eftiblifh'd Truth ;
fori am told that when Refpiration ceafes, the Party dies, and can receive no more

Water after that ; fo that nothing is to be inferred from a Body's having more or lefs Water found in it,

efpecially, if your Lordfhip will give me leave to obferve this diftinclion, where a Body is voluntarily

drowned.and where it is drowned by Accident ; for People that fall in by Accident do ftruggle and ftrive

as lon«* as they c^n, every time they rife they drink fomeWater in the Stomach to prevent its pr.ffin^/ into

the Lunps, and are drowned no fooner than needs muft ; but Perfons that voluntarily drown themfelves,

to be fure defperately plunge into the Water to difpatch a miferable Life, as foon as they can ; and lo

that little quantity in the Lungs, which caufes Death,may be the fooner taken in ; after which, no more

is received : And I kope by Phyficians it will appear there is good Ground for this Difference.

The next is the Evidence that the Chyrurgeons have given on the other part, relating to the taking
this Gentlewoman out of her Grave, after fhe had been buried fix Weeks, whether this ought to I-ave

bc-ra given in Evidence for the Reafons I hinted ar in a Criminal Cafe, I fubmit "to your Lord/hip. But

as it is, I have no reafon to apprend it, being able to make appear, that the Gentlemen who fpoke to this

Point have delivered themfelves in that manner, either out of extreme Malice, or a moft profound Igno
rance ;

this will be fo very plain upon my Evidence, that I muft take the liberty to impute one, or both

of thofe Caufes to the Gentlemen that have argued from their Obfervations upon thatMatter.

And now, if your Lorjlfhip will but pleafe to confider the Circumftances under which they would

accufe me of this horrid Action, I don't think they will pretend to fay, that in the whole Courfe of my

Life, I have been guilty of any mean or indirectAction, and 1 will put it upon the worft Enemy I have

in the World to fay it. Now, for a Man in the Condition I was in, of fome Fortune in Poffefiion, relat

ed to a better, in a good Employment, thriving in my Profeffton, living within my Income, never in

Debt, (I may truly fay not five Pounds at any one time thefe eight Years paft) having no poflibility of

making any Advantage by her Death, void of all Malice; and as as appears by her own Evidence in per

fect Amity and Friendfhip with this Gentlewoman, to be guilty of the murthering her, to begin at the

top of all Bafenefs
and Wickednefs, certainly is incredible.

My Lord, in this Profecution my Enemies feeing the neceffity of Affigning fome Caufe, have been fo

Malicious to fuggeft before (though not now, when I have this Opportunity of Vindicating my felfpub-
lickly) that I have been concerned in the Receipt of Money's for this Gentlewoman, had her Securities

by me, and fometimes that I had been her Guardian, or her Truftee, and I know not what: I now fee

the Contrivers and Promoters of that Scandal, and they know it to be Bafe, Falfe, and Malicious; I ne

ver was concerned inlntereft with her, directly, or indirectly, and fo I told them when I was before my

Lord Chief Juftice ; 'tis true, it was then juft fuggefted by the Profecutors, I then denied it, and I deny
it Mill— I thank God I have not beenufed, nor have I needed to deny the Truth.

My Lord, you find the Profecutors have nothing to fay to me upon this Head, after all the Slanders

and Stories they have Publifhed againft me, of my having Money in my Hands which belonged to the

Deceafed. But though they do not ftir it, I will, and give your Lordfhip a full Account of all that e-

ver was in that Matter : When I lodg'd at Hertford, fome time fince, fhe defired ltre to recommend to

'

her a Security for 200 /. if it came in my way, my Lord, when I came to Town, I underftood that one

Mrs. Puller, a Client of mine, had a Mortgage formerly made to her by one Mr. Loftus of Lambeth in Sur

rey, for the like Summ, and that fhe was willing to have in herMoney ; I wrote to this Gentlewoman,
the Deceafed, to acquaint her of the Security, ihe thereupon did fend up 200 /. and fome odd Pounds

for Intereft (the Account of which I produced to my Lord ChiefJuftice) this Money was fent to me by
Mr. Cramfield, as I have been informed, and by himgiven to Mr. Totters Clark, and by him broughtpub-
lickly to me ; my Lord, this Mortgage I immediately Transferr'd by Affignment, Indors'd on the back

of it, and Mrs. Habberfisld, a Truftee for Mrs. Gutter, Signed and Sealed it, and that very 200/. and In

tereft due was at one and the fame time paid to Mrs. Putter, and by her the Principal was paid to her

Daughter, in part of her Portion.
All this was Tranfacted the beginning of December laft, and ihe was

not drowned till the 1 5th of March following : And my Lord, thefe People that are now the Profelu-
tors, did own before my Lord Chief Juftice, that they had found this Mortgage amongft the Deceafeds
Writings in her Cabinet

at the time of her Death. Now, my Lord, I fay, that faving this one Service
I did her, as I faid in December laft, I never was 'otherwife concerned with her in the receiving, or dif-

pofing of any of her Money ; nor had I ever any of her Securities for Money in my keepinu : and I
defie any Adverfary I have to fhew the contrary. r.

s
*

My Lord, as there appears no Malice, no Intereft, fo they have prov'dforme that there was no Con
cealment ofShame,to induce me to commit fo Barbarous an A&ion ; otherwife ,perhaos now they find they
can aflign no other Caufe, they would content themfelves to give that reafon, and fling that Seandal at
me : And though I take it by the Experience I have had of them, they did not deficm to do me any

Favour, yet I thank 'em, in endeavouring to vindicate her Honour, they have fecurel my Reputation
againft that Calumny ; and though 1 am fatisfied, as I faid, they did not intend me Kindnefs yet I thank
God they have given me a juft Opportunity to take advantage of their Canning, for the clcarino nw In-
noc nee in that Aarticuhr. & ' ■•■

Then



(-■9)
Then, my Lord, not to reft it her*, but to ut^ne the Jury and the World how this Gi<:A- v.-'van

came to de-troy her felf, I fhall give the cleareil Evidence that wis ever given in any Court, th.it fhe fur
thered her felt ; when I enter upon this Proof, I muft of neccflity trefpafs upon the Character of this

Gentlewoman that is dead, I confefs this is a tender Point, 'tis a thing I would willingly be excuAl from,
and 'tis not without a great deal of Relachncy and Compulfio.n fbrc'd from me : That fhe wis meian-

cholly the Profecutors themfelves have prov'd ; but I muft of ivceflity fhow you the Oceaiion and Rea-

ionsot it, and the Witneffes will tell yourLordfhip what defperate Refolutions fhe had been under for

merly, and that will lead, me to near the time of her Death ; to ihow why, and upon what Accider.tsdhe

made away her felf. I will not innumerate Particulars, by way of opening ; only I muft tell your Lord

fhip, that fome Letters of hers muft of neceflity be produced, which truly as I laid, 1 fhould not med

dle with, if I had not thefe innocent Gentlemen here to defend, as well, as my felf; perhaps it mav be

laid, that in Honour 1 ought to conceal the Weaknefs of this Gentlewoman, but then in Honour and Ju
ftice to thefe Gentlemen that are falfly accufed with me I cannot do it ; 1 hope this one reafon will ex

cufe me to the World, for I have no other that could have obliged me to bring thefe Letters upon the

Stage; I folemnly proteft, if 1 ftood here fingly in the Cafe of my own Life, upon the Evidence given

againft me, I take it to be fo inconiiderabie, 1 would not do it ; but I muft do it to fhow that thefe Gen

tlemen alio are innocent, and to preferve them, becaufe I am fatisfied in my own mind they are fo. My

Lord, when I have done that, I fhall Ihow your Lordfhip in the next place, that it is utterly impoffible I

could be concern'd in this Fact ; if had had all the motives and provocations in the World to have done

it : I fhall fhow your Lordfhip in point of time it could not tv.
The Maid Sarah Walker, who is the fingle Witnefs take it, that fays any thing in the leaft relating to

me, faid but now, the Clock had ftruck n before fhe carried up the Coals, and about a quarter of a.i

hour after, while fhe was warming the Bed above ftairs, fhe heard the Door clap, and fome rime after

that file came down andiound that I and her Miftrefs were gone, Now in point of time I fhall prove it

utterly impoffible I could be guilty of the Fact I am accufed of, being feen to come into the Glove Inn

as the Town Clock ftruck eleven, and flaying there more than a quarter of an hour, was after feveral

things done at my Lodging, in Bed before twelve a Clock, and went no more out that Night as I fhall

jtnove. As for that little circumftance of fending for my Horfe, which they have made ufe of all along
to back this profecution ; their very telling me of that matter, fhews how they are put to their fhifts to

'

juftifie their accufing me ; I fay in prudence I ought to have done what I did : I fent for him on the Tuef-

day, but as their Witnefs faith, I tolcl him, at the time I bid him fetch my Horfe, not to ufe then, nor

till bv the courfe of the Circuit I was to go into Effex with the Judges the next Morning ; and till then

the Profecutors Witnefs, who is the Oftler of the Glove Inn, was ordered to fet him up there to litter him
'

down, and to take care of him and feed him, and that he fhould be ready tor me to go to Chelmsfjrd on

the morrow, whither I went with the other Councel the next Morning being Wednefday^ and this my

Lord is the whole of that matter.

My Lord, this Bufinefs flept near two Months after the Coroners Inqueft before I heard of it, or ima

gined 'my felf to be concerned inir, and was never ftirr'd till two Parties differing on all other occafions

had laid their Heads together ; I beg leave. to let your Lordfhip a little into that matter, to fhow you

how this Profecution came to be managed, with fo much noife and violence as it hath been. I can make

it appear, that
one of the greateft of the Quakers, Mr. Mead by name, has very much, and indirect'y

too, concerned himfelf in this matter ; it feems they fancy the Reputation of their Sect is concern'd in

it, for they think it a wonderful thing, nay abfolutely impoffible (however other People may belyable to

fuch refolutions) that one who was by her Education intituled to the Light within her,fhould run head

long into the Water, as if fhe had been poffeft with the Devil ; of this they think their Sex is to be

clear'd, though by fpilling the Blood .of Four Innocent Men. The other fort of People that concur

with the Quakers in this Profecution, I fhall mention now I come to obferve what the Witneffes are that

have been produced againftme ; fome of them I have nothing to object to, but that they are extreme

Indigent and Poor, and have been helped by the Profecutor, thofe that are fo fay nothing as to me ;

others who live in this Town, and give their Opinions of the manner of her Death, are poffeft with

much prejudice againft me, upon Feuds that have rifen at the Elections ofmy Father and Brother ia th;>

Town, and thefe with the Quakers have wholly dreft up this matter for feveral ends the. Quakers to

maintain the Reputation of their Sect, and the others to deftroy, or break at leaft, the Intereft ofmy Fa

mily in this Place : But however effectual thefe defigns may have been, to have made a great noife in the

World out of nothing ; . I am fatisfied now, that I am in a Court of Juftice, where no Perfons Reputa
tion, much lefs his Ltfe, will be facrifie'd to the Policy or Malice of a Party without Proof; and there

fore I have taken up fo much of your time, to fet the true rife of this Profecution before you in a clea

Light.
My Lord, as to my coming to this Town on Monday, it was the firft day of the Affizes, and that was

the reafon that brought me hither ; before I came out of Town, I confefs, I had a defign of takiny i

Lodging at this Gentlewomans Houfe, having been invited by Letter fo to do ; and the reafon why I did

not was this; my Brother when be went the Circuit always favour'd me with the offer of a part of his

Lodging, which out of good Husbandry I always accepted : The laft Circuit was in Parliament time,

and my Brother being in the Mony Chair could not attend the Circuit as he us'd to do, he had very

good Lodgings, I think one of the beft in this Town, where I us'd to be with him, thefe were always

kept for him, unlefs notice
was given to the contrary ; the Friday before I came down to the Affizes, I

hapned to be in company with my Brother and another Gentleman, and then I fhow'd them the Letter,

by which I was earneftly invited down to lie at the Houfe of this Gentlewoman, during the Affixes,

fit is dated the 9th of March laft) and defigningto comply with the Invitation ; I thereupon defired my

Brother to Write to Mr. Barfoot our Landlord, and get him, if he could, to dilfofe ofthe Lodgings,, for

faid/ if he keeps them they muft be paid for, and then I cannot well avoid lying there; my Brother

did fay he would Write, if he could think on't ; and thus if Mr. P.xrfot difpofed of the Lodgings, I



( ,0 )
own f intended to lie a* the Deceafeds Houfe, but if not, /looked on my hit as obliged to he at Mr.

Btrfooti. Accordingly I fhall prove, affoon as ever I came to this Town in the Morning of the firft day
of the Affues, I went directly to Mr. liarfoots, (the Maid and all agree in this) and the reafon was, /

had not feen my Brother after he faid he would Write before I went out of London ; and therefore it

was proper for me to go firft to Mr. Barfoots, to know whether my Brother
had Wrote to him, and whe

ther he had difpofed ofthe Lodgings or not; affoon as Icame to Mr. Barfoot's, there was one Mr. Taylor
of this Town came to me, and 1 in his hearing ask'd Mr. Barfoot, his Wife, and Maid-fervant one after

another, if they had received a Letter from my Brother to unbefpeak the Lodgings ; they told me no,

that the Room was kept for us, and I think that they had made a Fire, and that the Sheets were airing ;
I was a little concerned he had not writ, but being fatisfied that no Letter had been received, 1 faid im

mediately, as I fhall prove by feveral Witneffes, if it be fo I muft ftay with you, Iwill take up my Lodg
ing here ; thereupon I lighted, and fent for my Bag from the Coffee-houfe, and I lodg'd all my things at

Barfoots, and thus I took up my Lodging there as ufual : I had no fooner done this, but Sarah Walker came

to me from her Miftrefs to invite me to Dinner, and accordingly 1 went and dined there, and when I went

away it may be true that, being asked, I faid I would come again at Night, but that I did fay I would

lie there, I do pofitively deny, and knowing I could not lie there, 'tis unlikely I fhould fay fo : my

Lord, at Night I did come again and paid her fome mony, which I received from Mr. Loftus, who is the

Mortgager for Intereft ofthe 200 /. I before mentioned (it was Six Pounds odd mony in Guineas and half

Guineas) I writ a Receipt, but fhe declined the Signing ofit, preffing me to ftay there that Night, which
I refufe d as engaged to lie at Mr. Barfoots and took my leave of her ; and that very Mony which I paid
her was found in her Pocket, as I have heard after fhe was drowned.

Now my Lord, the reafon that I went to her Houfe at Night, was firft, as 1 faid, to pay her the Inte

reft Money ; in the next place it was but fitting, when I found my felf under a neceffity of difappointing
her, and lying at Barfoots to go to excufe my not lying there ; which I had- not an opportunity at Din

ner time to do. My Lord, I open my Defence fhortly, referring the particulars to the Witneffes them

felves, in calling thofe who will fully refute the Suppofitions and Inferences made by the Profecutors, of

whom, firft my Lord, I fhall begin with to fhew there is no Evidence of any Murther at all committed ;
and this I fay again ought to be indifputably made manifeft and prov'd before any Man can be fo much as

fufpetted for it.

Mr. Bar. Hatfell, Do not flourifh too much, Mr. Confer, if you have opened all your Evidence, call

your Witneffes, and when they have ended, then make your Obfervations. Mr. Confer. Then, my
Lord I will take up no more of your Time in opening this Matter.

Call Robert Dew (who appear'd)
When Mrs. Sarah Stout drowned her felf, was not you a Parifh Officer ?

R. Dew. I was, 1 was nextHoufe to the Coach and Horfes, and about fix ofthe
Clock came a little Boy, (Thomas Parker 's Boy) and faid there was a Woman fallen into the River ; I con-

fider'd it was not my bufinefs, but the Coroners,and I fent the Boy to the Coroner, to acquaint him with

it, and the Coroner fent word by the Boy, and defired fhe might be taken out, fo I went to the River,
and faw her taken out; fhe lay in the (River, as near as I could guefs) half a Foot in the Water,fhe was

cover'd with Water, fhe had a ftrip'd Petticoat on, but nothing could be feen of it above Water ; I

heav'd her up, and feveral Sticks were underneath her, and Flags, and when they took her out, fhe

froth'd at the Nofe, and Mouth.

Mr. Coivper. How was fhe driven between the Stakes ?

R. Dew. She lay on the right fide, her Head leaning rather downwards, and as they pull'd her up, I

cry'd, hold, hold, you hurt her Arm, and fo they kneel'd down and took her Arm from the Stakes.

Mr- Cowfer, Did you fee any Spots upon her Arm ? R. Dew. Yes, Sir.

Mr. Cowfer, What fort of Spot was it ? R. Dew.. It was reddifh, I believe the Stakes did
it ; for her Arm hit upon the Stake where fhe lay.
Mr. Confer, Pray how do thefe Stakes ftand about the Bridge of theMill ?

R. Dew, I fuppofe they ftand about a Foot afunder, they ftand flanting, leaning down the Stream a

little. Mr. Cowfer, Could you difcern her Feet ?

^
R. Dew, No, nothing like it, nor the ftrip'd Petticoat fhe had on

Mr. Cowfer, Might not her Knees and Legs be upon the Ground, for what you could fee ?

R. Dw, Truly, if I was put uponmy Oath, whether they were fo, or not, I durft not Swear it ; fome
times theWater there is fourFeet,fometimes three and ahalf,! believe herFeet were very near the bottom.

Mr Confer, Are not the Stakes nail'd with their Head againft the Bridge ? R. Dtw. They are nail'd
to the fide of the Bridge. Mr. Confer, Pray defcribe the manner in which they took her up.
R. Dew, They ftoop'd down and took her up. Mr. Cowper, Did they take her up at once ?

R. Dew, They had two heavings, or more ? Mr. Confer. What was the reafon they did not take her

up at
once ? R. Dew, Becaufe I cry'd out, they hurt her Arm. Mr. Confer, Was fhe not

w ithin the Stakes ?

R. Dew, No, this Shoulder kept her out. Mr. Confer, When you complain'd they hurt her
Arm, what Anfwer did they make you ? R. Dew. They ftoop'd down and took her Arm out from be-
4ween the Stakes, they could not have got her out elfe.

Mr. Cowfer, After fhe was taken out, did you obferve any Froth or Foam come from her Mouth, or
Noife? R. Dew, There was a white Froth came from her, and as they wip'd it away, it was on

again prefently. Mr. Cowfer, What was the appearance of her Face and upper Parts at' that time ?

R. Dew, She was fo much disfigured, I believe, that fcarce any of her Neighbours- knew her, the Slime
of the Water being upon her. Mr. Confer, Did you fee her Maid Sarah Walker at that time *

R. Dew, No.

Mr. Cowfer, Pray ewe an account of what you know of this Matter. Young. On Tuefdav morninc
between 5 and 6 ofthe Clock laft Affizes? Mr. Confer, What Officer was you?

■

g

Young I wis Confhble, Mr. Confer. Was you employM by the Coroner? \'onra
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Tcung. Not by hi:r. in Perfon. Between five and fix a Clock, fome of the Men that came into my Vara n

woik, told mc aWoman was drowned at the Mill, 1 ftaid a little, and went down to lee, and when I came

there, I fayv a Woman, as they had told me, and I faw part of her Coat lie on the Top of the \\ ater to be feen,
and I looked ftricily and rucefy within the Bridge, andfaw the Face of a Woman, and her left Arm was on the

Out-fide the Stakes, wmen i Leiieve kept her from going thro' ; fo I look'd upon her very wiihfully, and was

£,oing back again, anu as I came back, f met wit,h K. Dew, and two of my Neighbours, and they ask'd me zo

^■0 back with tlv ..-., anu ia:u they were going to take her up, and being Conftable, I told them, I thought it was
not proper to u u, and they iaia they had Orders tor it ; lo I being Conftable went back with them, and when

1 came theie, i fond her in the fame Pofture as before, we view'd. her very wifhfully ; her Coat that was dri

ven near :he ir .ikes was feen, but none of her other Coats, or herXegs, and after we had look'd a little while

upon hfv, ■■'.'■: .

t
ake 10 Deii and Ulfe, to take her up, and one of them took hold of her Coat till he brought her

above '■■■:> \tcr ; c.\/., sa aCi Arm drew up, I faw a black place, and fhe laid fideway, that he could not take her

up till u-.c/ ivwjl let ner down again, and fo they twilled her out fideway ; for the Stakes were fo near together,
thar Ihe cor.ia not be upon her Belly, nor upon her Back, and when they had taken her up, they laid her down

upon ri jjiec. tIace, and after fhe was laid down, a great quantity of Froth (like the Froth of new Beer) work'd

cut of r i c i .vj;i.r:!s.

j". .3 .
?i ... .j

'■-', How much do you call a great quantity ?

7.' i . : i;. . p in Bladders, and run down on the fides of her Face^ and fdxofe again ; and feeing her look

ff „..t.'e .-. oir..4.i, we dehr'done Ulfe to fearch her Pockets, to lee if there were any Letters, that we might
:<. \\ r. > i,..e va.:, fo the Woman did, and I believe there was twenty or more of us, that knew her very well

v ..... l..e wui «iive, and mr one of us knew her then, and the Woman fearch'd her Pockets, and took out fix

C ...u, tui Shillings and three half-penny, and fome other Things ; and after that, I defrr'd fome of my Neigh*
I jis i- i

J wuh me and teil the Mony ; for when it came to be known who fhe was, I knew we muft give an

A .cju.u on't, and I laid it upon a Block and told it, and they tied it up in an Handkerchif, and I faid I would

kc^ .; e jMony, and they fhould Seal it up, to prevent any Queftion about it ; and during ail this while of Dif-

co..i:e, aii a Sealing up theMony, the Froth ftill work'd out of herMouth.

Mi Cowfer, Have you meafur'd the depth of theWater ; what depth is it there ?

Toung, 1 meafur'd theWater this Morning, and it was fo high, that it run over the Floodgatej and the height
of it was about four Foottwo Inches, but fometimes 'tis Pen'd up to a greater height than 'tis to Day.
Mr Cowper, Was it higher to Day, than when the Body was found ?

Toung, To the beft of my remembrance, 'twas as high to Day, as it was th«n.
Mr Copper, Was any part of the Body aboveWater ? Toung, No, nor nothing like the Body could be feen.
Mr Cowper, Could you fee where her Legs lay ? Toung, No, nor nothing but her upper Coats which

weie driven againft the Stakes. Mr Cowper, Pray give an account, how long fhe lay there, and when fhe

was convey 'd away. Toung, I ftaid a quarter of an Hour, and then I went and Seal'd up theMony at my
own Houfe, fo that I did not fee her remov'd. Mr Jones, Was any Body there befides your felf at this

time ? Toung, Yes, Twenty People at the leaft.

Mr Jones, Now here is ten of them that have fworn that the Body was above thefurface of theWater.

Mr Bar. Hatfell, No, her Cloaths they fay were, but the Body was fomething under the water.

Mi Cowper, Now I will trouble your Lordfhip no more with that Fact, but I Will give you an account of the

Coroners Inqueft, how diligent they were in their Proceedings, and produce a Copy of the Inquifition it felf,
that fhe was found to have drowned herfelf.

Mr Bar. Hatfell, Mr Cowper, That is no Evidence, if it be produced in order to contradict what thefeWitneffes

have faid, that have been examined for the King ; but if you will prove, that they have fworn otherwife before

the Coroner, than they now do, then you fay fomething, otherwife the Coroners Inqueft fignifies nothing as to

the prefent queftion.
Mr Cowper, Call Thomas Wall, I am loth to b; troublefome, but if you pleafe to favour me, I defire to know of

them, whether they do admit there was an Inquifition, and that fhe was found Hon Compos Mentis, and did kill

herfelf. Mr Jones, We do admit it.

Jurymen, We defire it may be read.

Mr Bar. Hatfell, Why, won't you believe what they agree to on both fides.

• Juryman. If they do agree fo, I am fatisfied.

Mr Cowper, Thomas Wall, Pray do you give an account of what you know of Mrs Stout's being taken up?
Wall, My Lord, I was one of the Jury, that viewed her at the Place where fhe was laid, when fhe was taken

up, and there was nomarks upon her, only a little mark about her Ear, and fomething near her Collar Bone, that
was all I fee upon her.

Mr Cowper, Do you know anything of any Surgeons being imploy'd to view thofe marks ?

Wall, My Lord, we had feveral Perfons that came before us that we examined, we had a difpute concerning
thefe marks what might effect them ; and we defired Mr Dimfdale, and Mr Camlin to fee them, that we might be
the better fatisfied, and they both went down and viewed the Body after it was brought down to Mrs Stouts', and

they came back both of them, and Mr John Dimfdale told us, that thefe marks were nomore than were ufual in

fuch Cafes, and it was only the Stagnation of Blood.

Mr Cowper, Was it the old man, or the young man ?

Wallt It was the young man. Mr Cowper, Ufual he did fay ?

Wall, I can tell the veryWords, I have them writ down.

Mr Cowper, Pray do fo, for he was denied it here.

Wall, (Looks on his Paper) here 'tis. Mr Dimfdale andMr Camlin came to us, and Mr Dimfdale fpake and faid

thclc marks are ufual, or might be ufual, or if they.were marks, it was no more than was ufual in fuch Cafes ;

and that it was the Stagnation of Blood.

Mr Cowper, Now you have your. Notes in your Hand, pray what did Sarah Walker fay to you, as to the time I

went from Mrs Stout's ?
"

Wall, Sarah Walker faid it was about 1 1 a Clock when fhe took up Coals to warm the Bed, but fhe faid fhe

could not, nor did not know when Mr Cowper went out, for fhe warm'd the Bed, and Mr Cowper not coming up,
fhe took up fome more Coals, and tarried a little longer, and no body coming up, fhe went down, and foundMr

Cowper was gone, and fhe look'd
into the Parlour and her Miftrefs was gone.

Mr Bar. Hatfell, The Woman faid the fame thing.

JVtf Cowper, 'Tis neceffary in this particular
as to the time.

Mr Bar. Hatfell, She told you the Clocks did differ. (ThenMr Bowden was called.)
Mr Cowper, Well, what do you know of the taking up of Mrs Stout ?

Bowden. I went with the reft of the Neighbours to view her, and I did perceive it was Mrs Sarah Stout's Body,
tho' fome queltioned it ; I do believe I was the fecond Perfon that. dilCQfer'd ij W»S ft* } and, my Lord, I did

fee a great deal of froth that came out of h« JiWUjh and noftrUj,
r

^
Ifc Cowper,
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M:- Cowper. Did yt>u g© about to wipe it away ?

tfow •/;, \m, but fjiue <>th':r Pcribn did, it come out in a great quantity. ,

Mr Jones, How much do yon cail a great quantity ?

Bowden, Her mouth and noftrils were very full of it. Mr '^-^, Was not her mouth fhut ?

Bowden, I did not obferve that. Mr Cowper, How long had fhe lain there before you came ?

Bowden
,
I believe I was there in half an hour, as foon as I heard the report of it I went down.

Mr Cowper, Call Mr Shute. Mr Bar. Hatfell, Well, what can you fay to this matter ?

Sbute, Sir, I was fummoned upon the Jury, upon the Coroners Inqueft, and I perceived when I was there, that
Cw fame fluff worked out of Mrs Stout's Noftrils, as worked out of the Childs.

Mr Bar. Hatfell, What Child is that you fpeak of, is it the Child that was drowned in the fame place as Mrs

Stout was ? Shute. Yes.

Mr Cowper, My Lord, I am very tmder how I take up your Lordfhips time, and therefore I will not trouble

you with anymore witneffes upon this Head, but with your Lordfhips leave, I will proceed to call fome Phyfi
cians of note and eminence, to confront the learning of the Gentlemen on the other fide Dr. Sloane, you
were in Couit when thefe Gentlemen delivered their Opinion concerning Mrs Stout's having no water in her, I

defire you would give your Opinion in that matter.

Dr Sloane, I have not heard them very particularly or diftinctly, becaufe of the great Crowd, fome of them I

have 4 Cafes of this kind are very uncommon, and none of them have fallen direct]y under my ownKnowledge.
As to myOpinion of drowning, it is plain, that if a great quantity of Water be fwallowed by the Gullet into tha

Stomach, it will not fuffocate nor drown the Perfon . Drunkards, who fwallow freely a great deal ofLiquor, and
thofe who are forced by the Civil Law to drink a very great quantity ofWater,which in giving the Queftion (as
'tis call'd) is poured into them by way of torture to make them confefs Crimes, have no fuffocation or drowning
happen to them : But on the other hand, when any quantity comes into the Wind-pipe, fo as it does hinder or

intercept the Infpiration, or coming in of the Air, which is neceffary for refpiration or breathing, the Perfon is

fuffocated. Such a fmall quantity will do it fometimes in Prefcriptions, when People have been very weak, or

forced to take Med'cines, I have obferved fome Spoonfuls in that condition (if it went the wrong way) to have

choaked or fuffocated the Perfon. I take drowning in a great meafure to be thus, and tho' it is very likely
when one ftruggles he may (to fave himfelf from being choak'd) fwallow fome quantity ofWater, yet that is.

not the caufe of his Death, but that which goes into the Wind-pipe and Lungs ; whether a Perfon comes dead
or alive into theWater, I befieve fome quantity will go into theWind-pipe, and I believe without force after
Death littlewill get into the Stomach, becaufe for that it fhould, fwallowing is iiecefTary, which after Death
cannot be done.

MrBar. HatfeU, Pray Dr I underftand you fay this, that in cafe a Perfon is drowned, that there may be but
littlewater in the Stomach? Dr Sloane, That it is accidental, my Lord.
Mr Bar. Hatfell, But what do you fay to this, if there had been water in the Body, would it not have putrl-

fced the Parts after it had lain fix Weeks ? i

Dr Sloane, My Lord, I am apt to think it wouhj. have putrified the Stomach lefs than the Lungs, becaufe the
Stomach is a part of the Body that is contrived by nature, partly to receive Liquids, but the contrivance of the

Lungs is only fed by the receiving of Air, they being of a fpongy nature, the water might link more into them

than the Stomach ; but I believe it might putrifie there too after fome time. I am apt to think that when a

Body is buried under Ground, according to the depth of the Grave, and difference of the weather and foil, the

fermentation may be greater or leffer, and that according to the feveral kinds of meats or liquids in the Sto

mach, the putrifaction will likewife vary, fo that it feems to me to be very uncertain.

Mr Bar. Hatfell, But when they are in a Coffin, how is it then ?

Dr Sloane, No doubt there will be a fermentation more or lefs, according as the Air comes, more or lefs to

the Body. Indeed it may be otherwife, where the Air is wholly fhut out, which is fuppofed to be theway of

Embalming, or preferving dead Bodies of late, without the ufe of any Spices, which is thought in a great mea

fure to be brought about by the clofenefs of the Coffin, and hindring of the Air from coming into the Body.
Mr Cowper, Is it poffiblein your Judgment for any water to pafs the Thorax ?

Dr Sloane, I believe 'tis hardly poffible that any fhould go from theWind-pipe into the Cavity of the Thorax,
without great violence and force, for there is a membrane that covers the outfide ofthe Lungs, that will hinder
the water from palling thro' it into any part without them.
Mr Cowper, Now do you think it poflibleto find water in a drowned Body after fix Weeks time.

Dr Sloane, I am apt to think if there was any quantity in the Lungs, the fponginefs of the part would fuck up
fome part of it. As to the Stomach, I have not known it tried, but 'tis like if there was a great fermentation, a

great deal of it would rife up in vapours or fleams, and go off that way.
Mr Cowper, Dr Garth, I can't tell whether you were in Courtwhen the Surgeons who areWitneffes for the King

gave their evidence. Dr Garth. Yes, I was.

Mr Cowper, Then I defire you, Sir, to give yourOpinion as to thofe Particulars.

Dr Garth, I obferved in this Trial the firft Gentleman call'd for the King that fpoke to this matter was Mr

Coatfworth. He faith he was fent for to open her, upon an afperfion of her being faid to bewith Child. I agree
with him in what he fpeaks to that Point, but muft differ with him where he infers fhe was murther'd becaufe he

found no great quantity of water in her, as alfo her Head extreamly mortify'd, but not her Lungs (Lungs and
Bowels I think were us'd promifcuoufly .) Now, my Lord, as to the matter of putrefaction, I think 'tis not much
material whether there be any water or no in the Cavities of the Body, if water would haften putrefaction, it
wou'd do it as well in the Lungs as otherwife ; there is always fome water in the lymphaducts there, the break

ing of which may be one occafion of Catarrhs.
^

As to what relates to the putrefaction of the Head, it may hap
pen from

a ftoppage of the refluent Blood, which is ftaid there in a great quantity, thro4 the fuffocation "in the
water, or from the neatnefs of the Brain, which is obferv'd often to mortifie firft.

The next was Mr Dimfdale (I wou'd fpeak to them all in order if my memory wou'd permit) I think he was

of the fame Opinion with Mr Coatfworth ; he laid the ftrefs of his fufpicion upon the mortification ofthe Head,
which I think is not at all material, no more than what they infer from her floating : It being impoffible the

Body fhou'd have floated, unlefs it had refted, or had been entangled amongft the Stakes, becaufe all dead Bo

dies, (I believe) fall to the bottom, unlefs they be prevented by fome extraordinary tumour. My Lord, we
have' not only Phiiofophy, but Experiments for this. TheWitneffes all agree fhe was found upon her fide,
which to fuppofe her to float in this Pofture, is as hard to be conceiv'd, as to imagine a Shilling fhou'd fall down

and reft upon its edge, rather than its broad fide ; or that a Deal Board fhou'd rather float edgeways than other-

wife ; therefore 'tis plain fhe was entangled, or elfe the Pofture had been otherwife.

As'to the quantity of Water, I do not think it necenary it fhou'd be very great. I muft own theWater will

force it felf into all Cavities where there is no refiftance. I believe when fhe threw herfelf in, fhe might not

{Iruggle to fave herfelf, and by confequence not fup up much Water. Mow there's no direft Paffage into the
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Stomach but by the Gullet, which is contrived or purs'd up by a Mufcle in nature of a Sphincter ; for if this

Paifage was always open, like that of the Wind-pipe, the weight of the Air, would force it felf into the Sto

mach, and we fhould be fenlible of the greateft lnconveuiencies. I doubt not, but that fome Water fell into

her Lungs, becaufe the weight of it, wou'd force it felf down, but if we confider the Wind-pipe with its rami

fications, as one Cylinder, the calculation of its contents will not amount to above 2.3 or 2+ folid Inches ofWa

ter, which is not a Pint, and which might imperceptibly work and fa;! out. I remember I ofrer'd a Wager at

Garaways Coffee-Houfe, to a Gentleman here in Court.

Mr Bar. Hatfell, Pray Doctor tell us your Opinion as to what the Seaman faid, and alio to what Dr Sloan faid,
whether Water in the Body will putrihe it.

^

Dr Garth, I fay not, for in fome places they keep Flefh Meat from corrupting,by preferving it in Water
, and

'tis well-known, 'twill putrifie ITs fo, than when expos'd to Air.
Mr Bar. Hatfell, But what do you fay as to the finking of dead Bodies in Water ?

Dr Garth, If a ftrangled Body be thrown into the Water, the Lungs being filled with Air, and a Cord left
about the Neck, 'tis probable it may float, becaufe of the included Air, as a Bladder wou'd. but here is neither

Cord, nor any mark of it, nor notning but a common Stagnation.
Mr Bar. Hatfell, But you don't obferve my Queftion, the Seaman faid, that thofe that die at Sea, and are

thrown over-board if you don't tye a weight to them, they will not fink, What fay you to that ?

Dr Gtrth, My Lord, no doubt in this they're miftaken. The Seamen are a fuperftitious People, they fancy
that whiftling at Sea will occafion a Tempeft ; I muft confefs, I never faw any Body thrown over-board, but I
have Tried fome Experiments on other dead Animals, and they will certainly fink, we have try'd this fince we

came hither. Now, my Lord, I think we have Reafon to fufpeft the Seaman's Evidence, for he faith, that

Threefcore Pound of Iron is allow'd to fink the dead Bodies, whereas fix or feven Pounds wou'd do as well. I

cannot think the Commiffioners of the Navy guilty of fo ill Husbandry, but the defign of tyingWeights to their
dead Bodies, is to prevent their floating at all, which otherwife wou'd happen in fome few Days, therefore what
I fay is this, that if thefe Gentlemen had found a Cord, or the print of it, about the Neck of this unfortunate
Gentlewoman, or any Wound that had occafion'd her Death, they might then have faid fomething.
Mr Cowper, Do you apprehend that any quantity of Water, can enter into the Cavity of the Thorax:
DrGarth, 'Tis impoffible there fhou'd, till the Lungs be quite rotten, there is no way but by the Lungs, which

are L Veiled with fo ftrong a Membrane, that we cannot force Breath with our Blow-pipes thro' it, and there's a

great Providence in fuch a texture, for if there were any large Pores in this Membrane, the Air wou'd pafs
thro' it into the Cavity of the Thorax, and prevent the delatation of the Lungs, and by confequence there wou'd
be an end of breathing. Mr Cowper, Dr Morley, Pray be pleafed to give your Opinion of thefe Matters.

Dr Morley, Thofe which feem to be Queftions of greatelt moment, are, whether there was a neceffity for this
*

Body (if drown'd) to have a great quantity of Water in it, and whether Bodies thrown dead into the Water

float: To the firft, I anfwer pofitivefy, that there is no abfolute neceffity, that fhe fhould have a great quantity
of Water in her ; and I think the queftion Mr Cowper ask'd Dr Coatfworth, whether he had like to been drowned

by accident or defign, lutes withmy affertion ; for if this Gentlewoman did voluntarily drown herfelf, fhe then
in all likelihood threw herfelf into theWater, with a refolution of keeping her Breath for a fpeedy fuffocation,
and then if upon the firft endeavours for refpiration (which naturally muft be) fhe drew into her Lungs two
Ounces of Water, it was the fame thing to drowning of her, as if there had been two Tun. We fee the fame «

thing done by Divers, in order to fave themfelves, as it happened to this unfortunate Gentbwoman, in her de

fign of deftroying herfelf: If a Diver before he conies to the furface of Water, fhould fo far miftake his Power

of holding his Breath, that he fhould be forced to endeavour refpiration, the little Water he drew into his Lungs
by this attempt to refpire, may drown him. We laffNight drown'd a Dog, and afterwards dhTe&ed 'him, and
found not a Spoonful of Water in his Stomach, and I believe about two Ounces in his Lungs, while we were

doing this, we drowned another, and he lay at the Bottom and did not float ; no more would he have done, if
he had been hang'd before thrown into the Water ; we took him up, and upon opening him, we found much

about the fame quantity of Water in his Lungs, or little or none in his Stomach, they both froth'd at Nofe and

Mouth, becaufe the Water coming into the little Bladders of the Lungs, and there meeting with Air, a commo
tion arofe between theWater and Air, which caufed the froth. To the fecOnd queftion, I think if Bodies new
killed fwim, 'tis by accident, for the Reafon that Bodies fwim, is becaufe by putrifaction they rarifie

, by rari-

faction they grow lighter, which brings them to the Top of theWater.

Mr Cowper, I defire to know if any Man of Skill in Prudence, would give his Opinion ?

Mr Bar. Hatfell, That is not a proper queftion.
Mr Cowper, Then I will ask it thus, do you t hink, Do&Or, it is to be known fix Weeks after, if a Perfon was

drowned. Dr Morley, I think it is morally impoffible. Mr Cowper, Can there be anyWater in the Thorax ?

Dr Morley, By an Impofthume, or fome violence to nature poffibly, but I think no otherwife.

Mr Cowper, Dr Wcoll.what is yourOpinion if a Perfon be drowned, whether it can be difcovered 6Weeks after ?

Dr Woollafton, My Lord, I think it is impoffible to be known, for if there had been never fo much Water in

the Body at firft, it could not lye there fo long, but muft of neceffity have forced its way out. We fee in Per

fons that dye of Dropfies, that the Water will work it felf out (and fometimes burlt the Body) before it is bu

ried. And I am fure, if it do fo in Dropfies where there are no vifible Paffages for it to get out at, it muft do

fo much more in drowned Perfons, where theWater lies only in the Stomach and Guts ; and has nothing to
hinder its working out, when it ferments, as it always doth. Mr Cowper, Have you ever made any Experi
ments in that nature, Doctor ? _

Dr Woollafton, I have made no Experiments, but I have feen a very particu
lar inftance. Mr Bar. Hatfell, That is very well, pray let us hear it, Doctor.

Dr Woollafton, My Lord, about 3 Years fince, I faw 2 Men that were drowned out of the fame Boat. They
were taken up the next Day after they were drowned. One of 'em was indeed prodigioufly fwell'd, fo much

that his Cloaths were burft in feveral places of his Sides and Arms, and his Stockings in the Seams ; his Hands

and Finders were ftrangely extended, his Face was almoft all over black ; but the other was not in the leaft

fwell'd in any Part, nor
difcoloured. He was as lank, I believe, as ever he was in his Life-time, and there was

not the leaft fign of any Water in him, except the watry froth at his Mouth and Noftrils. My Lord, this I faw

my felf, and took very particular notice of it. Mr Jones, Did you fee thefe Bodies taken out of theWater

your felf, Docfor ?
Dr Woollafton, No,- Sir. Mr Jones, How long had they been taken out when,

you faw them ? Dr Woollafton, I enquired, and to the beft of my Memory, it was that fame Day ?

Mr Bar. Hatfell, But what do you think Doctor, of a Perfons being drown'd, without taking in any Water ?

Dr Woollafton, My Lord, what is taken in is, I believe chiefly at the furface of the Water, when they open

their Mouths for Breatfi, and the Water that ruflies in, theyare fore'd to drink down, to keep it, from their

Lun°"s But when the Head is quite underWater, I don't think it is poffible for any quantity to get down into

the Stomach ; becaufe it being Breath they open for, the very firft Water they take in, would of neceffity fill

the Lunes. and when the Breath is ftopt, \ don'c fee how rhey can fwallow.
J '
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Mr Cowper, Dr Gelftrof, what is your Opinion of this matter ?

.

Dr Geljlrof, I don't think they can make any Judgment of Perfons being drowned after fix Vv csks time.

Mr Confer, Can any Water get into the Thorax ?

Dr Geljlrof, No, not unlefs the Lungs be putrified.
Mr Cowper, Is a great quantity of Water neceffary to Perfons dying by drowning.
Dr Gelftrop, No, only fo much as may hinder refpiration.
Mr Confer, Now, my Lord, I would call Mr William Cowper, and becaufe of his Name, I muft acquaint

your Lordfhip, that he is not at all related to me, tho' I fhould be proud to own him if he were fo, he

is a man of great Learning, and I believe moft People admit him the belt Anatomift in Europe.
Mr Cowper, Pray will you give your Opinion of this matter ?

Mr W. Confer, My Lord, I hope what I fhall fay, will not be fufpefted becaufe I am of the fame

Name, for this Gentleman is an utter Stranger to me.

Mr Bar. Hatfell, Pray, Mr Cowfer, without any Apology, give your Opinion concerning Perfons

drowned, and how 'tis with them in their inward Parts ?

Mr W. Confer, I give you a fhort account, I hope to your Satisfaction too, my Lord.
I will not only

fpeak from Reafon, but give you the Teftimony of the Experiments I have made upon this occafion.

My Lord, I heard it made a mighty Argument, that this Perfon l\ad no Water that feemed to flow out,

but the Witneffes agree there was a froth. Now, my Lord, it was not reafonable to expect any thing
but froth. My Lord, had fhe been thrown into the Water, and made her utmoft efforts, which fhe

would then have done to have fav'd herfelf, and been often buoyed up to the Top of the Water, no

doubt but fhe would have fwallowed a confiderable quantity of Water before fhe had been drowned 5

and it may be expected to flow from her, if her Head had been inclined downwards.

This is a Truth that no man can deny, who is acquainted with any thing of this nature, that when

the Head of an Animal is under Water, the firft time it is obliged to infpire (or draw in Air) the Water

will neceffarily flow into its Lungs, as the Air would do if it were out of the Water 5 which quantity of

Water (if the Dimenfions of the Wind-pipe and its branches in the Lungs be confidered) will not amount
to three Inches fquare, which is about three Ounces of Water. Nor is a greater quantity of Water in

the Wind-pipe neceffary to choak any Perfon, if we do but reflect what an ebullition is caufed by its

meeting with the Air, which remain'd in the Lungs, whereby a fmall quantity ofWater is converted in

to a froth, and the Channel of the Wind-pipe, and thofe of the Bronchia are filled with it 5 infomuch

that no Air can enter the Lungs, for the office of refpiration. After a Suffocation is thus commenced

(I am apt to think) all regular animal Actions are perverted, and particularly that of fwallowing (or de

glutition) and what Water flows into the Lungs at the inftant, or after this Suffocation, is from its own

weight 5 which is more or lefs as the Body is farther under, or nearer the furface of the.Water. My
Lord, I don't fpeak this by way of conjecture or Hypothcfis, but I have made Experiments, which have

fuggefted what I here offer. I fhall by the by tell you how falacious the firft Experiment was, when I

propofed to fatisfle my felf, whether a dead Body would float in Water ; it happened, that a Spaniel,
that had a great deal of long hair was hanged for this purpofe, which I found fwim on the furface of

the Water j but when I confidered that his hair might buoy him up, I caufed another Dog, which had

fhorter and lefs hair to be hanged, and put into the Water, which (agreeable to what I had always con
ceived of a Human Body) funk directly to the Bottom. In order to fatisfie my felf what quantity of

"Water was neceffary to enter the Body of an Animal, and caufe a fuffocation in Water, I caufed three

Dogs when alive to be fuddenly plunged underWater, till they were ftifled, one was before Heft London,
the other two I made the Experiment on laftNight, in the prefence of Dr Sloane and Dr Morley, and we

could not compute there was more than three Ounces of Water in their Lungs, and none that we could

perceive in their Stomachs.
Dead Bodies neceflarily fink inWater, if no diftenfion of their Parts buoy them up ; this diftenfion

fometimes happens before Death, at other times foon after, and in Bodies that are drowned after they lye
under Water : This enlargement of them is caufed by a rarefaction of the humors within the Cavities,
and the Body neceflarily rifes to the furface of the Water. Your Lordfhip, may infer this from what the

Seamen told vou, and the great weight they ufe to faften to their Bodies that died of Difeafes, was not of

fuch ufe to fink them, as it was to prevent their floating afterwards 5 fo that the weight was neceffary for
thofe that were killed, as well as thofe that died of Difeafes.

It is fo commonly known, that the Contents in the Stomach of a dead Body are difcharged bv the

Mouth and Noftrils fo foon as it begins to ferment, and the Belly becomes diften,ded» that 'tis no wonder

thatWater, if the greateft quantity that had been in the Stomach, or any thing elfe that was fluid, muft

be forced from thence fix Weeks after Death.

My Lord, I can't but think it ridiculous
to expectWater in the Cavity of the Thorax • it is fuch a

conceit as nothing in Nature can account for: Unlefs the Lungs had fuffered fome Apofthumation, or
the like, whereby the Water may pafs their outward Membranes into that Cavity.
Mr Cowper, With your Lordfhip's favour, I now think it a proper time to make this Obfervation. The

Witneffes that have given Evidence for the King, do fay, they believe fhe was not drowned 5 but thev

fcave not pretended to fay how fhe died otherwife.

Mr Bar. Hatfell, That is very true.

Mr Cowfer, Dr Crell, I defire you will
be pleafed to give an Account of jhis Matter.

Dr Crell, My Lord, I have little to fay in this Affair, the Phyficians that have been Examined already
•having made it out, that

Perfons who are drowned may have but little Water in their Bodies • but I

have taken what pains I could, upon fo fhort warning, and I will tell you the Opinion of feveral
eminent Authors. My own Opinion is, That a very fmall quantity ofWater, not exceedino three Ounces
is fuffkient to drown any Body $ and I believe that the reafon of the Suffocation, or of any Perfons be

ing ftifled underWater, \s from the intercepting of the Air, that the Perfon can't breath, without which
he cannot live. Now my Lord, I will give you the Opinion of feveral ancient Authors.
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Mr Baron Hatfell, Pray Doctor tell us your own Obfervations,
Dr Crell, My Lord, it nuft be Reading as well as a Man's own Experience, tna*: Will :r.ak^ snv one a

Phyfician j for without t ie Reading of Books of that Art, the Art it felf cannot be attained to ; berid ?,

my Lord, 1 humbly conceive, that in fuch a difficult Cafe as this, we ought to have a great deference

for the Reports and Ops-lions of Learned Men : Neither do I fee any reafon why I fhouui not quo.e the

Fathers of my Profcflior. in this Cale* as well as you Gentlemen ofthe Long-Robe quote Coke upon L.r-

lieton in others ; but I fhall not trouble the Court longi I fhall only infift upon what Am\groff l\ir-.y re

lates in his Chapter of -Renunciations. He was chief Surgedn to Francis the Firft, employ'd by him in

moft of his Sieges and Littles againft the Emperor Charles the Fifth, and confequently muft oblerve, and
could not be ignorant of fuch like Cafualties in fuch great Bodies ofmen. He tells us, that the certain

Sign of a Man's being drown'd, is an appearance of Froth about his noftrils and mouth. Now, my Lord,

1 think that every one ofthe King's Evidences obferv'd it in the prefent Cafe, and a Woman fuore, that

fhe faw her purge
at the Nofe5 which could not be^as he declares, if the Perfon had been ftrangled, or

otherwife kill'd before.

As to the quantity ofWater requifite to drown a Perfon, I believe that 3 Ounces, or lefs, is enough ;

to wit, as much as will fill the Wind-pipe, and fo ftop the breathing ofthe Perfon drowning. I'm not

now to defcant upon matter of Fact, whether fhe drown'd her felf 5 but my firm Opinion is, that fhe

was drown'd j for though fometimes, not always, there is Water found in the Bodies of fuch Per funs,

yet where-ever
it be, befides the Lungs, it is fuperfluous, as to this end, and accidental upon violent

Struct ihgs.
Mr Confer, I defire Mr Harriot may be ask'd what Obfervations he hath made concerning this matter.

Mr Harioi, My Lord, when I was a Surgeon in the Fleet, I made it always my Obfervation when we

threw Men over-board that were kill'd, fome of them fwam, and fome funk 5 and I remember, particu
larly when the Sandwich was burnt, we faw abundance leap off from on board and they funk directly,
but in a uttle time I faw fome fwim again.
Mr Baron Hatfell, When a dead Body is thrown over-board, does it fink or fwim ?

Mr Hariot, I always obferv'd that it did fink 5 when we were in the Channel, and in tirrie of Peace*
we never threw any over-board but we put fome weight to them, but it was not to make them fink, but

for decency fake, that they might not be driven to Shoar when they began to float.

Mr Cowper, I defire that Mr Bartlet may be ask'd to the fame purpofe.
Mr Bartlet, I have been in feveral of the King's Ships ofWar that have been difabled and fore'd to lie

by, in feveral Engagements between the French and Englif,, and I never faw any Bodies float either of

the Men that were kill'd in our Ship* of in the Ships that have been near us, I have not feen a Body

upon
the Surface of the Water.

Mr ftaron Hatfell, AnotherWitnefs faid, that after an Engagement he faw them fwimming.
Mr Bartlet, I can't tell what he faw, my Lord, but what 1 fay I am ready to make Oath of.

Mr Cowfer, Dr dmlin, will you pleafe to give my Lord and the Jury an Account, Whether you were

employ'd by the Coroners Inqueft to view the Body ofMrs Stout, after fhe was drowned, and the Marks

upon it,
and tell my Lord your Opinion of it.

Mr Camlin, 1 was fent for by the Coroner and Jury that fat upon the Body ofMrs Sarah Stout, the

Coroner being then at her Mother's Houfe, and the Coroner defired Mr Dimfdale and me to go and take

notice of the marks upon her Neck, and upon her Breaft 5 we view'd all about, and perceiv'd a mark un

der her left Ear, We look'd to fee if there was any Contufion, and we perceiv'd a fettlement of Blood up

on her Breaft, and another upon her Arm ; and when we came back Mr Dimfdale made the Report (I
ftood by him at that time) That it was only a common Settlement.

Mr Confer, Pray Mr Camlin, Was the Spot above or below the Coller-bone ?

Mr Camlin, Below the Coller-bone.

Mr Confer, Wfyat did Mr cJohn Dimfdale fay then, concerning this matter ?

Mr Camlin, I underftood that he was ofOpinion that it was only a common Stagnation of Blood, that

happens in the cafe of drowned People. Mr Baron Hatfel, Did he fay fo to the Jury ?

Mr Camlin, Mr Dimfdale fpake for us boffy and I underftood him that it was a Stagnation that did

commonly happen to drowned People, and that was my Opinion of it too.

Mr Confer, And that you agreed to be yout Report ? Mr Camlin, Yes.

Mr Confer, Pray, Mr Camlin, Was you prefent when the Child that was drowned in the fame place was
taken up ?

Mr Camlin, Yes, it Was taken up fome time after near the fame place, as I was told, and there was

more and greater Signs of the Stagnation of Blood on the Body of this Child, than on the Body of Mrs

Stout, the Child's Face was black and difcolour'd.

Mr Baron Hatfell, How old was the Child ?

Mr Camlin, Between 10 and ii} as near as I could guefs.
Mr Baron Hatfell, Had Mrs^Stout any Signs of being ftrangled when you faw her firft ?

Mr Camlin, Nothing at all that I could difcern.

Mr Confer, My Lord, I will give you no more trouble upon this Head 5 I fhall go now to the next

thing I open'd, and fhall prove fubftantially, that this Gentlewoman is not only more to be fufpected to

have murder'd her felf than to be murder'd by any body, but 'tis almoft a certainty, that ihe was the

caufe of her own Death. Mr Firmin I would begin withal if he be here.

(But he not prefently appearing)
Mr Cowfer, Then, my Lord, if you pleafe, I will defire Mr Bond in the mean time to give your Lord-

/hip an account of what he knows of the melancholy of this Gentlewoman.

Mr Bowd, 'Tvvas much about this time 12 months, I had fome bufinefs in London, and fhe fent to me,

to know when I fhould go to London, and I waited upon her before I went, and fhe defired me to do

fome Bufinefs for her, and when I return'd I acquainted het with what I had done, and fitting toge

ther in the Hall, I ask'd her, What's the matterwith, you ? Saith I there i§ fomething more than ordi-

Q
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dry, you fecm'd to be melancholy : Saith fhe, you are come from London, and you have heard fomethin"

or other ; Said 1, 1 believe you are in Love 5 in Love ! faid fhe, Yes faith f, Cupid that little Boy hath

ftruck you home : She took me by the Hand, truly faid fhe I muft confefs it, but I did think 1 fhould ne

ver beguiLty of fuch a Folly ,and 1 anfwer'd again,l admire that fhould make you uneafie -, ifthe Perfon be

not of that Fortune as you are, you may if you love him, make him happy and your felt eafie. That

can't be, faith fhe, the World fhall not fay 1 change my Religion for a Husband, and fome time after 1 had

been at London, having bought fome India Goods, fhe came to my 6hop, and bought fome ot me for a

Gown, and afterwards fhe earae to pay me for it, and 1 ask'd her, how do you like it, have you made

it up? No faid fhe, and 1 believe 1 fhall never live to wear it.

Mr Confer, Pray how long is it fince ?

Mr Bawd, It was about February or January before her Death, 1 ask'd her why Ihe did not come to my

Houfe oftner, fhe faid fhe had left off all Company and apply 'd her felf to reading, and Company was
indifferent to her.

Mr Cowper, Mr Firmin, will you pleafe to inform my Lord and the Jury what you know of Mrs

S,traJ} Seoul's being melancholy ?

Mr Hrmln, 1 did obferve about three quarters of a Year ago that fhe was melancholy 5 1 can't fay that
fihe acknovvledg'd her felf to be fo, but 1 have charg'd her with it.

Mr Cowfer, Did you believe fhe was melancholy when you charg'd her with it ?

Mr Firmin, Yes, 1 did.

^lr Cowfer, Mrs Bendy, if you pleafe to inform the Court what you know of this Gentlewoman's be-

iag melancholy.
Mrs Bendy, Sir I can fay fhe always acknowledg'd her felf extremely melancholy, and when I have ask

ed her how Ihe did, fhe has faid pretty well in Health, but fo much troubled with melancholy, fhe

could not tell what to do with her felf.- Mr. Confer, Did fhe tell you any thing particularly.
Mrs Bendy, It difbrder'd her fo, fhe faid, that fhe had rather have chofen Sicknefs than fo much dif-

©ffder in her mind. Mr Confer, Have you any thing more to recollect?

Mrs Bmdy, Nothing but what I heard from Mrs Cowfer.
Ms Baron Hatfell, How old was this Gentlewoman ? Mrs Bendy, About 16.

Mr Cowper, Call Mrs Jane Low. Martha Grub, and Mrs Cowfer. Mrs Low, Pray do you in

form my Lord and the Jury, what you know concerning the Melancholy ofMrs Sarah Stout,, and when

you firft
obferv'd it. Mrs Low, It was a Week before W7hitfontide was Twelvemonth.

Mr Cowfer, What did Ihe fay then ?

Mrs Low, She often complain'd to me that fhe was very melancholy and uneafie, one time particular
ly, as we were walking together in the Fields, I ask'd her the occafion of it, and fhe told me that was

a Secret $ but (he faid Ihe led a very melancholy Life 5 faith I, I am apt to believe you are in Love, fhe

dad not difowa it, and with a little more fpeaking fhe own'd ihe was j I ask'd her who the Perfon was,

Ihe faid that fhould be a Secret, but it would end her Days 5 faith /, a Woman of your Fortune may

command any body, Ihe fhook her Head and faid no ; perhaps, faith I, he may not be a Quaker, and

you may be afraid of difobliging your Mother 5 but if you tell your Mother that your Life depends up
on it, your Mother (rather than lofe her only Child) will content to it 5 Ihe faid, no, it was a Perfon

Ihe could not marry, and fhook her Head and look'd very melancholy.
Mr Cowfer, When was this ?

Mrs Low, This was the Week before Whitfontide, and in Whitfon-Week Ihe faw me often, and faid

fhe would take her full fwing ofMelancholy when her Mother was away, and fhe us'd to lie a Bed that

Week. Mr Cowfer, Have you obferv'd any melancholy in her fince ?

Mrs Ljow, Yes, at feveral times.

Mr Cowfer, Do you remember any thing of an intermitting Fever ?

Mrs Low, Yes, fhe told me her melancholy had occafion'd an intermitting Fever, and Imention'd Dr.

Ealts to her, and fhe faid her Diftemper lay in her mind, and not in her body, and ihe would take no

thing, and the fooner it did
kill her the better.

Mr Cowfer, Did fhe fay any thing of her difpofition to Reading ?

Mrs Low, She faid nothing delighted her now, neither Reading nor any thing elfe.
Mr Cowper, My Lord, Sarah Walker when J ask'd her if ihe did not obferve the melancholy ofher Mi

ftrefs, and whether ihe had not faid that her Miftrefs had been melencholy, denied that fhe had faid fo,

pray have you heard her fay any thing to that purpofe ?

Mrs Low, I have often ask'd her how her Miftrefs did, and fhe would anfwer, very much indifpos'd,
but not otherwife.

Mr Confer, Mrs Cowfer, what do you' know of Mrs Stout's melancholy. ■

Mr Cowper, My Lord, this is my Brother's Wife.

Mrs Cowfer, About Spring was Twelvemonth ihe came up to London ; and I believe it was not lefs

than once or twice a Week I faw her, and I never had an opportunity to be an Hour alone with her at a-

ny time, but
I perceiv'd fomething of hermelancholy ; I have ask'd her the Reafon of it feveral times,

and fometimes fhe feem'd to diiiike her Profeflion, being a Quaker, and fometimes ihe would fay that

ihe was uneafie at fomething that lay upon
her Spirits which ihe fhould never outlive, and that fhe

fhould never be well while fhe was in this World ; fometimes I have endeavour'd to perfwade her out of

it ferioufly, and fometimes by raillery, and have faid, are you fure you fhall be better in anotherWorld ?

and particularly I remember I have faid to her, I believe you have Mr Murfjall in your Head, either have

him or do not trouble your felf about him, make your felf either eafie one way or another ; and ihe hath

faid no in an indifferent way,I cannot make my felf eafie 3 then I have faid marry him,no faith fhe I can't.

6ometimes with Company ihe would be diverted, rnd had frequently a way of throwing her Hands, and

fhew'd great difturbance
and uneafinefs. This time Twelvemonth, at the Summer Affizes, I was here

fix days, and I faw her every day, and one time among other Difcourfe, fhe told me ihe had received

c-rcu difturbance from one Theofhilus, a Waterman and a Quaker, who coming down to old Mrs Stop't,

vur. was then lame, /he had gather'd about jp or so People together to hear him preach, and fhe faid,
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directed his Difcourfe to her, and exafperated her atnhat rate, that fhe had thoughts of feeing no body
again ; and faid, fhe took it hainoufly ill to be fo us'd, and particularly that he told her, that heY Mo

ther's falling outwardly in the Flefh, fhould' be a Warning that ihe did not fall inwardly, and fuch cant

ing ftuff as fhe call'd it ; and fhe faid, that Theofhilus had fo us'd her, that ihe was afham'd to fhew her

Head. Another time, the fame Week, fhe had a Fever, and fhe faid ihe was in great hopes it would
end her days, and that fhe neglected her felf in doing thofe things that were neceffary for her Health, in

hopes it would carry her off, and often wifh'd her felf dead j another time, which I think was the lull

lime I faw her, was at my Sifter's Lodgings, and I fent for her to drink a DifhofTea with us, and fhe

came in a great tofs-and melancholy ; faith I, What is the matter you are always in this odd Humour ?

faith fhe, I can't help it, I fhall never be otherwife ; faith my Sifter, for God's fake ke;p fuch Thoughts
out of ycur Head as you have had, don't talk any more of throwing your felf out of Window; faith

ihe, I may thank God that ever I faw your Face, otherwife I had done it, but I can't promife I fhall not

do it. Mr Baron Hatfell, What is your Name, Madam ?

Mr Cowfer, 'Tis my Brother's Wife, my Lord. I defire Mrs Toler may give an account what fhe

knows as to her being melancholy.
Mrs Toler, My Lord, fhe was" once to fee me, and fhe look'd very melancholy, and I ask'd her what

Was the matter, and fhe faid fomething had Vex'd her that Day, and 1 ask'd her the Caufe of it, and {Lt

ftop'd a little while, and then faid fhe would drown her felf out of the way.

Mr Baron Hatfell, How long ago was this ? ,

Mrs Toler, About Three quarters of a Year ago.

John Stout, 1 defire to know whether ihe has always faid fo, or not told another Story.
Mrs Toler, I told you no Story ; it may be 1 did not fay fo much to you,but 1 faid fhe talk'd fomething

f)f drowning. 1 have been with her when Mr Cowfer's Converfation and Name has been mention'd,and

ihe faid fhe kept but little Company, that fometimes fhe went to Mrs L0W5, and that fhe kept none but

civil modeft Company, and that Mr Cowfer was a civil modeft Gentleman, and that fhe had nothing to

fay againft him. Mr Cowfer, This is Mrs Elizabeth Toler, my Lotd.

Mrs E. Toler, My Lord, ihe came to fee me fome time after Chriftmas, and feem'd not fb cheerful as

fhe us'd to be; faith 1, What is the matter ? Why are you not fo merry as you us'd to be ? Why do you

not come often to fee me ? Saith ihe, 1 don't think to go abroad fo much as 1 us'd to do, faid, it would

be as much a Rarity to fee her go abroad, as to fee the Sun fhine by Night.
Mr Cowfer, Mrs Grnb what do you know concerning Mrs Stout's pulling out a Letter at her Brother Mr

John Stout's ? give an account of it, and what ihe faid upon that occafion.

Mrs Grub, 1 have a Daughter that lives at Guernfey, and fhe fent me a Letter, and 1 pray'd Mrs Sarah

Stout to read the Letter, and while ihe was reading of it 1 cry'd ; faith ihe, Why do you cry
? Said 1, be

caufe my Child is-fb-far off; faid fhe, if 1 live till Winter is over, 1 will go over Sea as far as 1 can for the

Land.
'" Mr Baron Hatfell, What was the occafion of her faying fo ?

Mrs Grub, I was waihing my Mailers Study, Mrs Sarah Stout came in, and I had a Letter from my

Daughter at Guernfey, and J pray 'd Mrs Sarah Stout to read it, and ihe read my Letter, and I cry'd, and

fhe ask'd me why I cry'd, laid I, becaufe my Child is fo far off, faith ihe, if I live to Winter, or till

Winter is over, I will go over-Sea
as far as I can for the Land,

Mr Cowfer, Now my Lord, to bring this matter ofmelancholy to the point of time, 1 will call one

Witnefs more, who will fpeak of a remarkable Inftance that hapned on Saturday before the Monday when

fhe did deftroy her felf. Call Mr Jofeph Taylor.

Pray will you inform the Court and Jury of what you obferv'd on Saturday before the Monday on

which Mrs Stout deftroy 'd her felf?

J. Taylor, I hapned to go in at Mr Firming Shop, and there fhe fat the Saturday before this Accident

hapned the former Affizes, and I was faying to her, Madam, I think you look ftrangely difcontehted, I

never faw you dreft fo in my life ; faith ihe, the Drefs will ferve me as long as I fhall have occafion for a

Drefs. Mr Cowper, In what Pofture did Ihe appear in the Shop ?

J. Taylor, She appear'd to be very melancholy.
#

^

Mr Cowper, What part of her
Drefs did you find fault with ?

J. Taylor, It was her Headcloaths.
Mr Cowfer, What was the matter with them ?

J. Taylor, I thought her Head was dawb'd with fome kind ofGreafe or Charcoal.

Mr Cowfer, What Anfwer did flic make ? J. Taylor, She faid they would ferve her time.

Mr Cowfer, As to this piece of Evidence, if your Lordfhip pleafes, I defire it may be particularly ta

ken notice of, it was her Head-drefs that fhe faid would ferve her time. Pray, Mr Taylor, was you at

Mr Barfoot's when I came in there on Monday morning ?

J. Taylor, Yes, I went up Stairs with you into your Chamber.

Mr Cowfer, Pray what did I fay to Mr Barfoot ?

J. Taylor, You ask'd him if they had receiv'd a Letter from your Brother, and he faid no, hot that he

knew of, but he would call his Wife, and he did call his Wife, and ask'd her if fhe had receiv'd a Let

ter and fhe faid no ; then faith you,
I will take up this Lodging for mine, and accordingly you went

came to

invite Mr Cowfer to her Houfe to Dinner.

Mr Cowfer, Did you know any thing ofmy fending to the Coffee-houfe ?

J. Taylor, You fent to the Coffee-houfe for your things.
Mr Baron Hatfell, Did Mr Cowfer ufe to lie at Mr Barfoot's?

r

J. Taylor, His Brother did, but
I do not know whether this Gentleman did $ but at that time he took

up
that place for his Lodging, and faid it was all one, my Brother muft pay for't, and therefore I will

take it up for my felf.

Air Ccwfer,
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Mr. f.owper, call Mio. Banfutt and her Maid. But they not prefer. iiy appca/mg.
Mr. Cwper, My Lord, in the mean time 1 will' go on to the other part of my Evidence, m opening

of which I fhall be very fhort.

My Lord, my Wife Lodging at Hertford,occa.Cion'd me frequently to come down: Mrs. Stout became well

Acquainted with her, when Bufinefs was over in the long vacation, I reiided prett) much at Hertford, and s
Mr. Marfban' came down to pay rue a Vifit, and this introdue'd his Knowledge of i»*. Stout ; when fhe

was firft acquainted with him fhe receiv'd him with a great deal < f Civility and Kindnefs, which ...d..c'd

ham to Make his Addreffes to her, as he did by way of Courtfhip. It happen 'd one Evening, that fhe

and one Airs. Crook., Mr. Marf/al, and my felf, were walking together, and Mr. Mar/La'l, and Mrs. Crook,

going fome little way before us, fhe took this Opportunity to fpeak to me, in fuch Terms I muft confefs

furpris'd me: Says fhe Mr. Confer, I did not think you had been fo dull ; I was inquifitive to know in

what my dullness did confift : Why fays fhe, do you imagine I intend to Marry Mr. MarfjJl, I faid I

fpc
my leifure tunc at Hertford, the reafon of my going thither,was becaufe Mr.Cowfer was there at that time
The ffirilNight when I came down, I found Mrs. Sarah Stout Vifiting at Mr. Confers Lodgings, and there
I firft carae acquainted with her; md fhe afterwards gave me frequent Opportunities of approving that

Acquaintance, and by the manner of my Reception by her, I had not reafon to fulpecf the ufe it feems
I was defigned for ; when I came t > Town, my Lord, I was generally -old of my Courting Mrs. Stout;
which I confefs was not then in my Head; but it being reprefented to me as a thing eafily to be got over ^
aad believing the Report of the World as to her Fortune, I did afterwards rmke my Amplication to her:

but upon very little Tryal of that fort, I receiv'd a
very fair Denial, and there ended my Suit : Mr.

Confer having been fo friendly to me as to give me,notice of fome things that convine'd me I ought to be
thankful J had nomore to do with her.

M. a Hatfil, When did ihe caft you off?

Mr. Mar/hall, I can't be pofitive as to the time my Lord, but it was in Anfwer to the only ferious Let

ter I ever writ to her 5 as I remember, I was not over importunate in this Affair, for I never was a very
violent Lover.

Mr. B. Hatffell, Well, but tell the time as near as you can.

Mr. Matjha.ll, 1 believe it was the Second or Third time I came down to Hertford, which is about a

Year and half fince ; and during the whole of my Acquaintance with her, I never till then found her a-

verfe to any Propofal of mine ; but ihe then telling me her Refolution was not to comply with what I

I defir'd, I took her at herWord, having partly by my own Obfervation, but more by Mr. Cowfer &

Friendfhip, been pretty well able to guefs at her meaning.
Mr. Cowper, Becaufe what you fay may ftand confirmed beyond contradiction, I defire you to fay v *-

ther you hav« any Letters from her to your felf. ,

Mr. MarfhaU, Yes I have a Letter in my Hand, which ihe fent me upon occafion of fome Songs I iC-kL'/*
her when I came to Town, which fhe had before defired of me, and this la Letter in Anfwer to mi

Jtis her Hand writing, and directed to me.

Mr. B. Hatffel, How do you know 'tis her Hand writing ? \

Mr. Mpfhall, I have feen her Write, and feen and receiv'd feveral Letters from her.

Mr. Cowper, Pray ihew it Mr. Beale.

Mr. heale, I believe it to be her Hand I have feen herWrite, and have a Receipt of hers.

ClerkjoiArraignment, 'tis directed toMr. Thomas MarfhaU, at Lyons-Inn, and Dated Sept. ztf. 1697.

I
S I R, Sept. z6, 1691.

Y
Ours came very fafe, but I wijh you had explained your meaning a little more about the Accidentyou ffeak.of,
for I have been fulling my Brains ever Jinee, and without Ifjail fet my felf to Conjuring, I cannot ima ine

what itfjonld be, for I /c«o» of nothing that happened after you went away, nor no Difcourfe about yon, only u 'en.

we were together, the Company would fometimes drinkyour Health, or wijhyou had been there, or the like. So th,. I

fancy it muft be fomething Mr. has inventedfor diverfton ; tho' I muft confefs we have a fort offeofle here, *

areinfpired with the gift of foreknowledge, who will tell one as much for nothing as any Aftrologer will have a .

piece of Money for, but to leave jefting, I cannot tell when I fhall come to London ; unlefs it be for a night at.

way, about feme bufinefs with my Brother, that I muft be obliged to attend his motions ; but when I do, I Jha
member my promtfe, although I do not fuppofeyou are any more in earneft than my felf in this matter. I give
thank* foryonr Songs, and your good W'tfhes, and reftyour loving Duck.

Mr. Confer^ Have you any more Letters ?

Mr. MarfhaU, Yes, I have another Letter here, but before 'tis read f think 'twill be proper to giv
Court an account of the occafion of its being writ. I waited on Mrs.Stout one Evening at her Lodgu
in Houndfditch, and at our parting ihe appointed to meet me the next, day and to excufe her not com

according to that appointment, ihe fent me this Letter.
CI. efArr. 'Tis directed to Mr. Thomas Mar/hall, 'tis without date.

Mr. MarfhaU.

I
met unexpehled, with one that came from H—d laft night, wbo detained me fo long with relating the moft n
torious Inventions, and Lyes that are now extant amongjl that people, that I could not pojjible come till it vx

late, and this day was appointedfor bufinefs, that I am uncertain when it will be fnifhed ; fo that I believe I c

not fee you whilft I am in Town. I have no more atfrefent, but that I amyour obliged Friend.
Mr. Cowper, Now, my Lord, if your Lordfhip pleafe, I proceed to fhew you, that J went not fo m .

voluntarily as preft by her to come to this houfe, and for that I will produce one Letter from her to ^y

felf j and, roy Lord, Imuft a little inform you ©f the nature of this Letter. It is on the outfide d>
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reeled to Mrs. Jane Ellen, to be left for her at Mr. Hargrave's Coffee-houfe. For her to direct to me at a

Coffee hoy.fe might make the Servants wonder, and the Poft-man might fufpect, and for that reafon fhe

directed it in that manner. There was Mr. Marjhall by when I received it, and / can prove the
hand by

Mr. Beale.

Mr. MarfhaU, My Lord, I verily believe I was by, and that Mr. Cowper ihew'd me this Letter immedi

ately on receipt of it, as he had done feveral others from the fame hand.

CI. of Arr. This is directed for Mrs. Jane EUen : 'tis dated March the 5th, without any Year.

cTJR, March the 5th.

IAm
gladyou have not quite forgot that there is fuch a Perfon as I in being, but I am willing tofttuc my Eyes,

and not*fee any thing that looks like \Jnktndn«fs in youi and rather content my felf with what Excufes you are

pleafed to tnake, than be inquifttive into what I muft not know ; Ifhould very readily comply with your propojition

of changingthe Seafon, if it were in my Vower to do it, but you know that lies altogether in your own Breaft : /

am jure the Winter has been too unp leafant for me to defire the continuance of it. And I wifhyou were to endure

the fjarpnefs of it, but for one hour, as I have done for many long Nights and Days, and then I believe it would

move that rocky heart ofyours, that can be fo thoughtlefs ofme as you are ; but if it were defigned for that end, to

, make the Summer the more delightful, I wijh it may have the effect fo far as to continue it to be foo too,

that the Weather may never over-caft again ; tbe which if I fuldbe affured of,it would recompence me for all that
I have ever fuffered, and make me as eafie a creature as I was tbefirft moment I received breath j when you come

t% H —

pray let your Steed guide you, and don't do as you did the laft time ; and be fure order your af
fairs to be here as foon as you can, which cannot be fooner, than you will be heartily welcome to your

For Mrs. Jane Ellen at Mr. Hargrave's very fincere Friend

near Temple-Barr, London?

Mr. Cowper, Though 'tis directed toMrs. Jane EUent it begins in the infide, Sir 5 and 'tis dated the 5th

of March next before the 13th.
Mr. Bar. Hatfell, What March was it?

Mr. MarfhaU, I kept no account of the time, but I am ve#y pofitive by the Contents, that Mr. Cowpef
/ihew'd me this Letter, and I read it, but by my now remembrance, it ihould be longer fince than

I March laft.

i Mr. Cowfer, It wasMarch laft. That which will fetMr.Marjhall's memory to rights is this other Letter

which I received at the 'Rainbow, when he was by, and he read it, and it importuning me to a matter of

1 this kind, I did produce it to my Brother and him, they both knew of it, and both read it, and that

| will refrefh his memory concerning the date of the other.
Mr. Marjhall, My Lord, I was in the Coffee-houfe with Mr. Cowfer when he received this Letter, and

he iucerwards ihew'd it to Mr. WiU. Cowfer at the Covent-Gar den Tavern, when I was by.
+Q of the Arr. This is dated the 5>th of March, and directed to Mrs. Jane Ellen, at Mr. Hargrove's.

SIR, , T , f

March p.

'

*f Writ to you by Sundayts Voft, which I hope you have received-, however as a Confirmation I will a/Jure yott, I

I know of no inconveniency that can attend your cohabiting with me, unlefs the Grand JuryJboulJ thereupon find a.

Bill azainft us, but won'tfly fort, for come Life, come Death, I am refolved never to defert you, therefore Accord

ing toyour affointment,
I will exfebryou, and till then Ifhall only tellyou, that I am

Yours, wc*

*For Mrs. Jane Ellen, atMr. Hargrave's near Temple-Barr^ London

Mr. Cowfer, If your Lordfhip pleafe, I will further prove this Letter by my Brother.

Mr. W. Cowfer, I can bear my Brothei* Witneisj that when he has been advifed to make thefe Letters

part of his defence, he has expreffed great unwillingnefs, and has faid, nothing but the life of thefe Gren-

tlemen could incline him to it.

My Lord, all I can fay to thismatter is this, I do remember, that when ihe was one time in London,

I think it was about a year and and an half fince, I am not pofitive as to the time, but when fhe was in

£<Wo»,my Brother came in the Morning to my Chamber in the Temple,znd after fomedifcourfe,he told me

he had received a Letter from Mrs. Stout that day, wherein ihe faid, fhe intended him a vifit at his Cham

ber that Afternoon, he told me at the fame time, that his Friend Mr. Marjhall had fome thoughts of her,

and therefore for that, as well as other reafons, he would decline receiving the Vifit intended him ; and

upon confederation, this was the method agreed upon: At that time I lived with my Father in Hatton-

Garden, and this Gentlewoman having writ in the fame Letter I now fpeak of, that ihe defigned to dine

there, and to come from thence in the Afternoon ; faysmy Brothef , you may cafuallyj as it were, take

occafion to fay at'Dinner, that my bufinefs obliges
me to go to Deptford in the Afternoon, as in good ear-

neft it did, as he then told me, and from that ihe may take a hint of my not being at home, and Co fave

herfelf

ingof

Deptford that Afternoon about fome Law bufinefs. My Lord, Mrs. Stout was" then at the TableT 1 no

fooner faid it, bnt I obferv'd fhe chang'd colour prefently, and rofe with her Napkin, and went into the

back Yard, and we faw her through a Safh-window fall into aWoman's Fit of Swooning, and they gave
her the affiftance that is ufual in fuch cafes.

H My



?w'y Lord, the next thing I can fpeak to is this ; the Parliament fitting late the I'rlday fceforc the Mok-

day of the laft Aflizes at Hertford, I came late from Dinner, 1 had din'd about n
a Clock, asV remember,

and lu.irig occafion to fpeak with my Brother, I found him out by enquiry at the Covetit-Gard.n Tavern

and there was Mr Marfjall of Lions-Inn with him. I had not drank above a Glafs or two of Wine, but

my Brother began with me, and faid, 1 feldom trouble you with Aftairs ofmine, but now I do not know

well how to avoid it. I have received an importunrre Letter, which I will fhew you, it came from a La

dy whofe Name I believe you will guefs; fo he pull'd it out of his Pocket, and I read it fi> often, be
caufe ofthe oddnefs of the Expreflion, that I can fay, / am fure this is the very Letter he fhew'd me at

the Cownt-Garden Tavern, the Friday before the laft Affizes ; faith he, the occafion of my fhewing it, is

not to expofe a Woman's Weaknefs, but I would not willingly lie under too many Obligations, nor en
gage too far ; nor on the other hand, would I be at an unneceffary Expence for a Lodging. Upon this

Subject there was fome Difcourfe I think Foreign to this purpofe, and therefore I would not trouble your

Lordfhip with the Repetition of it ; that which is material is this, I did undertake to write to Mr Bar-

foot to difpofeof his Lodgings, where I us'd to be at the time ofthe Affizes, and my Brother with me.

I faid I would write the next day, being Saturday, but when I fhould have writ, it was very late, and I

was weary* being then tied down to the Bufinefs of Parliament, and partly for that Reafon, and partly
in point of difcretion, which

I had upon my fecond thoughts, that 'twould be better for my Brother's

Bufinefs to be at Mr B&foot's, which is near the Court, and in the Market-place ; I did neglect writing,
and though I thought of it about n a Clock, yet, as I faid, partly for one Reafon, and partly for the o-

ther, I did not write that time : my Lord, my Brother could know nothing of this matter, for I did not

fee him from the Friday he fhew'd me the Letter, till he went to the Affizes, fo that he could not know

before he was at Hertford, that IX»d not writ j my Lord, I fay as to this LetterT am fure he ihew'd me

the Friday next before the laft Affizes.

Mr Baron Hatfell, Let me fee that Letter (Which was fhewn his Lordfhip,)
Mr Cowfer, my Lord, one or two of the Jury feem to queftion whether the Letters are fufiiciently

proved ; for their fatisfaction, I will further prove them. Call Mr John Beale, William Oker, and Mrs Lov.

My Lord, Mr Beale is one of their own Sect. (The Witneffes prov'd her Hand)
Jury, my Lord, we are fatisfied.

Mr Baron Hatfell, I believe you may ask her Mother, ihe will tell you whether it be her Daughter';
Hand.

*

Mrs Stout, How ihould I know ! I know Ihe wasno fuch Perfon, her Hand may be counterfeited.

Mr Baron Hatfell, But if they were written in a more fober Stile, what would you fay then ?

Mrs Stout, I ihan't fay it to be her Hand, unlefs 1 faw her write it.

(Then the Letter was ihewn to Mr Stout.)
Mr Stout, 'Tis like my Sifter's Hand.

Mr Baron Hatfell, Do you believe it to be her Hand ?

Mr Stout, No, I don't believe it, becaufe it don't fuit her Character.

Mr Baron Hatftll, But do^ you think ihe might not conceal from you what were her inward Thoughts ?
Mr Stout, Not in fuch a degree as this.
Mr Confer, Call Mrs Barefoot and her maid. I defire they may be ask'd what they know about my

taking of Lodgings at their Houfe. .
,

Mr Baron Hatfell, That is taken for granted.
Barefoot, When you came to my Houfe, you ask'd me, if 1 had received a Letter from your Brother,

and 1 told you no.

Mr Cowfer, What dicl 1 fay to that.

Barefoot, Then you asked me if 1 expected you, and 1 tbld you yes, by reafon 1 had heard nothing
from you.
Mr Cowfer. Where did 1 lodge that Night ?

Barefoot, 1 had prepared* the Lodging before you came, expecting you orMr Cowfer your Brother.
Mr Confer, And did 1 come ? Barefoot, Yes as you ufed to do.

Mx'Cowfer, Did 1 fend for my things from the Coffee-houfe ?

barefoot, Yes you did, and 1 carried them up into your Chamber as 1 ufed to do.

Mr Baron Hatfell, Where did Mr Confer dine that Day ?

Barefoot, Mrs Stout fent her maid to defire him to come to Dinner at their Houfe, whether he wept

jhither or no 1 can't fay, but he went out.

Mr Cowper, What time did 1 come into my Lodging at Night ?

Barefoot, It was a little after 1 1,

Mr Cowfer, You are fure 1 came in a little after 1 1 ? Barefoot, Yes.
Mr Jones, By what Clock ? by the Town Clock \ Barefoot, Yes.
Mr Cowfer, Did 1 go out any more

that Night ? Barefoot, No.
Mr Cowfer, Is your maid there ? Barefoot, Yes.

Mr Baron Hatfell, What is your Name ? Hanwell, Mary HanwelL

for Cowfer, Pray what time was it 1 came to my Lodging ?

Uanwell, You came in a little after Eleven a Clock.

- Mr Cowfer, Are you very pofitive in that ? Hamvell, Yes, 1 am
very pofitive.

Mr Cowfer, What was dope before 1 went to Bed ?

Hanwell, My Lord, 1 went up and made a Fire, and then 1 came down again, and then 1 went up and
warmedMr Cowfer $ Bed, and then he defired another Blanket, and 1 came down for it ; and all this took

up a confiderable time, andMr Cowper was in Bed before 12 a Clock.

Mr Cowfer, Did 1 go out again that Night ? Hanwell, No, you went out no more

Mi C#vu/w, Now, if yomrLordihip pleafe*, I would explain that part of Sarah Walker theMaid's E-

vidence,
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▼ulence, where fhe fays, her Miikeis ordered her to warm the Bed, and 1 never contradicted it ,

sc-..:

Lordftiip obferves the Words in the laft ofthe two Letters, No inconvenience can attend your Cohabit :>g

wsth me ; and afterwards I wont Fly for it : For come life come death I am refolved, and fo on, 1 had rather

leave it to be obferved, than make the Obfervation my felf; what might be the difpute between us at

the time the maid fpeaks of, I think it was not neceffary fhe fhould be prefent at the Debate ; and there

fore / might not interrupt her Miftrefs in the Orders fhe gave ; but as foon as the maid was gone,
1

made ufe of thefe Object ions : 1 told Mrs Stout by what Accident / was obliged to take up niy Lodgm.i
at Mr Earefoot's, and that the Family was fitting up for me: That my flaying at her Houfe under tiie.e

Circumftances, would, in probability, provoke the Cenfure of the Town and County; and that there

fore I could not ftay, whatever my inclination otherwife might be : But, my Lord, my Reaibns not

prevailing,! was forc'd to decide the Controverfie by going to my Lodging ; fo that the maid may iwear

true, when ihe fays I did not contradict her Orders.

Mr Baron Hatfell, I believe you have done now, Mr. Cowfer.
Mr Confer, No, my Lord, I have more Evidence to give.

(Call Elizabeth Spurr.)
If your Lordfhip pleafes to obferve, 1 have already prov'd by two Witneffes, that I was actually at

Mr Barefoot's a little after Eleven; fo that if I was to reft upon that Proof, here is not the leaft Article

of Time, in which it can be fuppofed I was employ'd in this matter. But fays Sarah Walker, the man',

to obviate (I prefume) this Evidence of mine, our Houfe-Clock went fafter than the Town Clock :

Now to anfwer this too, I fhall further prove to your Lordfhip, that before I came to my Lodging, I

was at the Glove and Dolphin Inn, where I had a little Account of about fix or feven Shillings, as I re

member, for Horfe keeping, and which I then paid.
Mrs Spurr, Do you remember my coming to your Houfe, and at what time ?

Spurr, The Clock ftruck Eleven, juft as you came into the Door.

Mr. Conper, How long did I ftay at the Glove ?

Spurr, About a quarter of an Hour.

Mr. Confer, How far is it from the Glove and Dolphin to Mrs Stout's Houfe ?

Spurr, About a quarter of a mile, or not quite fo far.

Mr. Confer, Call Mary Kingitt and George Man.

('Who not then appearing.)
In the mean time, I would obferve to your Lordfhip, That to go from Mrs Stout's Houfe to the phce

I where fhe was drowned, and to return from thence to the Glove and Dolphin, will take up at leaft half

an ho.r, as / fhall prove; and then the matter will ftand thus: Says Sarah Walker, You went about a

quarter sfter Eieven ; but our Clock went half an Hour too faft: Then, according to her Account,

1 went three quarters after Ten by the Town-Clock ; and if it requires, (as I fay I fhall prove it does)
half an Hour to go to the Place where fhe was drowned, and to return from' thence to the Glove Inn,

that would make it a quarter paft Eleven when I came to that Inn; by the Town-Clock, which it

was not ; and if I ftaid there a quarter of an Hour (which is proved I did) it muft be half an hour

after Eleven when I came to my Lodging, by the fame Clock, which it was not; fo that I think

this matter, as to the time, is very clear : My Lord, to prove the time it requires to go from Mrs

Stout's to the Place where fhe drowned her felf, and to return to the Glove, I defire Sir William Ajhurft
may be called,
Sir William Ajhurft, My Lord, I can't fay I walked as faft as I could, but 1 went with a Gentleman I fee

here, to fatisfie my felf about the probability of this matter ; I walked as People ufually do, aud I found
it took up half an hour and a minute, when I walked with that Gentleman.

Mr. Bar. Hatfell, Who was with you, Sir ?

Sir William Ajhurft, Mr Thomffon was with me, the time I mention, I walked it before with Sir Tho*

mas Lane.

Mr Thompfon, My Lord, indeed it will take a compleat half hour.

Mr. Confer, I defirc'Sir Thomas Lane may give you an account of the diftance between one place and

the other.

Sir Thomas Lane, Sir William Afiurft and I did walk to the Place mentioned, and we Were careful to take

notice ofthe time, and it took up about 3 quarters of an hoUr, according to my Obfervation ; and we

did not ftay at all by the way, except juft to look upon the Hofpital.
Mr. Coivper, Now, my Lord, Mary Kingitt and GeorgeMan, the Servants at the Glove are come ; Pray

Mrs Kingitt do you remember my coming to the Glove and Dolphin ?

Kingitt, Yes.

Mr. Confer, How long did I ftay there *

Kingitt, About a quarter of
an hour.

Mr Confer, What was my Bufinefs there ?

Kiniitt, You came and enquired what you ow'd.

Jv/nBa. Hatffell, What a Clock was it then ?

Kin^tt, I thought it was about Eleven, our t'other maid told it Eleven,

Mr Jones, How came you to take notice of the time ?

Kingitt, She heard the Clock go Eieven, but I did not.

Mr. Confer, Was there any difpute about the Account ?

Kingitt, You askt the Hoftler how that came to ftand in the Book, concerning the Horfe 5 for you

told him, you thought you had paid fome part of it, and he told you, you had not.

Mr. Cowfer, My Lord, with your Lordfhip's favour, I would ask George Man a Queftion to the fame

point.
Do you remember my coming into the Glove and. Dolphin ?

Man, Yes.

Mr. Confer^,

i
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'wn-. Confer. How long did I ftay there ?

Mm, \«u ftaid about a quarter of an hour, as near as I can gucfs.
Mr. Cowper, 1 will now call a Witnefs to prove, that this maid

Sarah Walker is not Co cautious and care

ful how ihe Swears, as I think ihe ought to be.

(Call Mrs Mince,)
Mr. B. Hatfel, Pray wherein has Sarah Walker faid any thing that is falfe?

Mr. Conper, In this ; I ask'd her when fhe gave Evidence, Whether fhe went out to fee for her Mi

ftrefs all that Night ; and, Whether her Miftrefs did not ufe to ftay out a Nights ; and, Whether- ihe

her felf had not ufed to fay fo ? If
your Lordfhip pieafes to remember, fhe faid no. Pray Mrs Mince

what have you heard Mrs Stout's maid fay concerning her Miftrefs, particularly, as to her ftaying out

»tt Night
Mrs Mince, She hath faid, That her Miftrefs did not love to keep Company with Quakers ; and that

fhe paid for her own Board and her maids ; and that when ihe entertained any body, it was at her own
Ch irge. And ihe hath faid, that Mrs Stout ufed to ask, Who is with you Child? And fhe would not

tell her 5 and that Ihe did entertain her Friends in the Summer-houfe, now and then, with a Bottle of

Wine. And « hen her Mother ask'd, Who was there ? Her Miftrefs would fay, bring it in here, I fup
pofe there is none but Friends ; and after the Company was gone, ihe ufed to make her Mother be

lieve that ihe went to Bed, but ihe ufed to go out and take the Key with her, and fometimes ihe

would go out at the Window ; and ihe faid particularly one time, ihe went out at the Garden Win

dow, when the Garden-Door was lock'd, and that ihe bid her not fit up for her, for ihe would come

in at any time.

Mr B. Hatfell, Did ever Sarah Walker tell you that Mrs Stout had ftaid out all Night ?
Mr* Mince, She hath faid ihe could not tell what time ihe came in, for fhe went to Bed.

Mr. Confer, Now if your Lordihip pleafe, I will prove to you, if it may be thought material, that
Gurrey, at whofe Houfe thefe Gentlemen lodged, fhould fay, That if I had vifited Mrs Stout none of all

this had been (upon fo little an Omiffion it feems did this Profecution depend) to which I give this

Anfwer, my Lord, I never did once go to Vifit her in my Life ; ihe knows it. Now for a Man orha-

oufly to make a newVifit in the time ofthe AiTues; one engaged in Bufinefs as I was, and efpecially
upon Co melancholy an Occafion ; I fay, for me to go officioufly to fee a Woman I never had the leal:

knowledge of, would have been thought more ftrange (and juftly might have been fo) than the Omiffioi
of that Ceremony. For my part, 1 cannot conceive what Mr Gurrey could mean, this being the Cafe j b*

flying, that if 1 had Vifited Mrs Stout, nothing of this had hapned.
Mr B. Hatfell, Mr. Cowfer, he is not the Profecutor, 1 think it is no matter what he faid.

Mr Cowfer, 1 take it, my Lord, with humble fubmiffion, it is material as he is a principal Witnefc

againft thefe Gentlemen ; and the rather, for that
he now pretends, that what he did was out of Con-

fcience. M^ Lord, 1 have only one thing more to fay, 1 know not whether it will be requifite for mc

or no to give fome account ofmy felf, Sir William AJhhurft, if you pleafe.
Sir William AJkutft, My Lord, if I had not had a good Opinion of this Gentleman, I had not come ot

purpofe to hear this Caufe, which has made fo great a Noife all England over.

Mr Bar. Hatfell, But what do you fay as to Mr Cowper s Reputation, for which you are called ?

Sir William Ajhurft, I always thought Mr Cowper to be a Gentleman of lingular Humanity and Integrity j
he is an Officer in London, and as to his management of his Office, I think no Man ever perform'd it bet
ter, or has a better Reputation in the Place where he lives.

Sir Thomas Lane, My Lord, I came hither on purpofe to own this Gentleman, and indeed he de-

ferves to be owned by his Friends, end thofe that know him ; hia Character is altogether untaint
ed with us ; he has gained a good Reputation in the Bufinefs wherein he is concerned ; he has be

haved himfelf in his Office which he holds of the City of London, very honeftly and well ; I never

knew him difcover any ill Nature in his Temper, and I think he cannot be fufpected of this, or any o-

ther A6^ of Barbarity.
Mr Cowfer, My Lord, in the next place, I would call Mr Cox, who has the Honour to ferve

in Parliament, for the Burrough of Southward 5 and has been my near Neighbour thefe Eight of
Nine Years. If you pleafe, Mr Cox, give an Account what Reputation and Character I have in that

Place.

Mr Cose, My Lord, I live in Southward, where Mr Cowfer lives ; I have lived by him Eight or

Nine Years; I know him to be a Perfon of Integrity and Worth ; all the Neighbours Court

his Company ; I take him to have as much Honour and Honefty as any Gentleman whatfoev-

cr ; and of all Men that I know, he would be the laft Man, that I ihould fufpect of fuch a

Fact as this is ; I believe nothing in the World could move him to entertain the leaft thought of
fo foul a Faft.

Mr Cowfer, Mr Thomffon, I defire you would be pleafed to give an Account of what you know of

Mr Thomffon, If you pleafe, my Lord, the firft Acquaintance I had with Mr Cowfer, was in our

Childhood ; I had the Honour to go
to Weftminfter School with him : I did not renew my Acquain

tance with him till about Five Years ago ; fince that time, I have been often with him, and have

feveral times had occafion to ask his Advice, in matters relating to his Profeffionj and I think no

Man more faithful in the Service of his Client than he is, and I am fure he is very deferving of the
Efteem of any Man, and /believe he never entertained a thought of fo foul and barbarous a Faft as

this, of which he is accufed.

Mr Bar. Hatfell, Mr Marfon, you have heard the Evidence, what do you fay to it ?

Mr Marfon,
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Mr. B. Hatfjell, Mr. Marfon, you have heard the Evidence, what do you Ly to it ?

Mr. Marfon, My Lord our buiinefs at Hartford was this, Mr. Ellis Stephens and / went down, he is Clerk
of the Papers of the King's Bench and Mr. Ro^rs js Steward of the King's tie.u^, An.i it was t.s;eir Duty
to wait upon my Lord Chief Juftice with the Marfhal of the Kings B-nch out of Town, and on V^-

day Morning we went to my Lord Chief Juftice's Houfe in Lincolns -Inn-Fields as we ufed to do, and there

let out, but I being an Attorney of the Borough Court could not with any convenience go* farther with
them than to a place which 1 think is called Kingfland, and therefore / retutned to my Bufinefs in Scutk-

thwarl^, where 1 attended the Court as was cuftomary and neceffary for me to do, and fet* forth" from

thence at paft 4 in the Afternoon ; by the way as I remember about Waltlwu-Crofs I met one Mr. Hank}
a Clergyman of my acquaintance who had been likewife to attend my Lord Chief Juftice to Flatford and

was returning from thence, with fome perfwafion I prevailed with him to go back again wuh me to Hert

ford, telling him, 1 did not know the way, and we gallop'd every ftep of it becaufe Night was coming
on, it was about 8 a Clock when we came in, Mr. Hanks and I found the Marfhal, Mr. Stevens, Mr. Ro

gers, Mr Rutkjn, and others of the Marfhal's Acquaintance at the Coffee-Houfe; and truly when I came

in 1 might for ought I know be in a Sweat with riding fo hard as we did,but even then I was not in fuch

a Sweat as the Witnefs would have it. My Lord, we went from thence to the Glove and Dolphin and flay
ed there till about 11 a Clock, Mr. Rogers and I had a Difpute who fhould lie with Mr. Stevens at the

now Witnefs Mr. Gurry's, at laft it was agreed between us to go to Gurry's to fee what Convenience he

could make for us, and Mr. Rutkin and Mr. Hauks went with us with defign to drink a Glafs of Wine

at our Lodging, but afterwards it came in Mr. Rutkjn & Head, that he was to lie with the Marihal, and

for that reafon he faid he would go back again, and accordingly he went, and Mr. Hanks with him after

they had feen us into our Lodgings, and Mr. Stevens and Mr. Rogers and 1 drank 3 Bottles ofWine toge

ther, Mr. Gurry our Landlord was fent to fetch it ; and afterwards in jocular Converfation I believe Mr.

Stevens might ask Mr. Gurry if he knew one Mrs. Sarah Stout, and the reafon why he ask'd that Queftion
our Witneffes will explain ; I believe he might likewife ask, what fort ofWoman fhe was ; and poftibly
I might fay the words, My Friend may be in with her,t)\o' I remember not I did fay any think like it,but I

fay there is a poflibility I might, becaufe I had heard fhe had deny'd Mr. Ma>Jhul's Suit, and that

might induce me to fay My Friend may be in with her, for all that I remember, 1 contels Mr.

Rogers ask'd me what Money 1 had got that Day, meaning at the Borough Court, J anfwer'd,

Fifty Shillings, faith he. we have been here fpending our Money, I think you ought to treat us, or

to that purpofe; as for the Bundle mention'd, I had no fuch except a pair of Sleeves and a Neckcloth :

As to the Evidence which goes to words fpoken, the Witneffes have fruitful Inventions, and as they
have wrefted and improved the Inftances I have been particular in, fo have the reft, or otherwife forged
them out of their own Heads.

Mr. Bar. Hatffell, Mr. Rogers, what do you fay to it ?

Mr. Rogers, We came down with the Marfhal of the King's Bench, it rained every ftep of the way;

fo that my Sp'atter-dafhers and Shoes were fain to be dried ; and it raining fo hard we did not think Mr.

Marfon would have come that day, and therefore we provided but one Bed, tho' otherwife we fhould

have provided two, and were to give a Crown for our Nights Lodging ; we went from the Coffee-

houfe to the Tavern, as Mr. Marfon has faid, and from the Tavern the next way to our Lodging, where

there was fome merry and open Difcourfe of this Gentlewoman, but I never faw her in my Life, nor

heard of her Name before fhe was mention'd there.

Mr. Stevens, We never ftirr'd from one another, but went along with the Marfhal of the Kings-Bench
to accompany my Lord Chief Juftice out of Town, as is ufual.

Mr.. Bar. Hatfjell, I thought it had been ufual for him to go but half of the way with my Lord Chief

Juftice. r

Mr. Rogers, They generally return back after they have gone half the way, but fome of the head Offi

cers go throughout.
Mr. Stevens, ft was the firft Circuit after the Marfhal came into his Office, and that's the reafon th i

Marfhal went the whole way-

Mr. Bar. Hatfell, Did not you talk of her Courting-days being over ?

Prifoners, Not one word of it, we abfolutely deny it.

Mr. Stevens, I never faw her.

Mr. Jones, Mr.Marfon, did you ride in Boots ?

Mr. 'Marfon, Yes.

Mr. Jones,"How camt your Shoes to be wet ?

Mr. Marfon, I had none. Call Mr. Heath, Mr. Hunt, and Mr. Fofter.

Mr. Marfon, Mr. Hunt will you pleafe to acquaint my Lord and the Jury with what Difcourfe we had

on Sunday Night before the Affizes at the Old Bevil Tavern at Temple Bar.

Mr. Hunt, On Sunday night I happened to be in company with Mr. Marfon and 3 or 4 more ofClifford's
Inn and there was a Difcourfe of the MarfhaU 's attending my Lord Chief Juftice out of Town to Hert

ford and Mr. Marfon faid, It may be theMarfljall may require my wainting upon him too ; and the whole Com

pany being known to Mr. Marfjall, and there being a Difcourfe of Mr. M.irjhall''s courtina of Mrs. Stout,

faith one of the ComDany, If you do go to Hertfordfray enquire after Mr. Marjhall's Mlftrtfs, and bring' us

an account of her.

Mr. Jones, Who was in company
?

Mr. Hunt, There was Mr. Heath, Mr. Fofter, Mr. Marfon, Mr. Steven;, Mr. Bevir, and M. Marjhall.
Mr. Marfon, Now it was this Difcourfe that gave us occafion to talk of this Woman at Gamys Houfe,

which we did openly and haimlefly. .Mr. fo,y; ,,Do you remember any thing of our ulking of this Gen

tlewoman on Sunday Night ?

1 :-ir.



Mr. Forfter,^ Yes, I and they were talking that they fhould go to Hertford the next Day, to wait on
the MarfhaU in compliment to my Lord Chief Juftice, and go as far as Hertford ; and there being a Re

port, that Mr. Marjball courted this Woman, we put in a jelling way, Pray enquire after Mr Marjhatl>,
Miftrefs how the Match goes on, for there was fome Wagers between him and the Company who ftjould be married firft,
and fo in a jocular way it went about, and Mr. Marfon or Mr. Stevens faid, They would do teem- endeavour:

and they would enquire after the Lady, and give as good an account ofher as they could.

Mr. Stevens, If you pleafe, my Lord, we will call another to this purpofe.
Mr. Bar. Hatfell, No, I think you need not, for it feems not material.

Then Mr. Hankf was call'd.

Mr. JUankf, I came as far as Walthamls Crofs to wait upon my Lord Chief Juftice, I ftaid there till about

4 or 5 a Clock, and jhen fet out for London, and I met with Mr. Marfon who importun'd me to go back

With him to Hertford, and accordingly I did fb, and we came in about 7 or 8 at Night, and we enquired
after the Marihal of the King's Bench, and where he had fet up his Horfes, and we found him

in the Coffee-Houfe juft by the Court and we went and fet up our Horfes, and came again to him, from

thence we went to the Glove and Dolphin Tavern, thefe 5 Gentlemen and the Marfhal, and ohe Mr.

Rudkjn came afterwards to us, and we ftaid till about 11 at the Glove and Dolphin.
Mr. Marfon, Do you remember how we rid ?

Mr. Hanks, Yes, very hard.

Mr. Bar. Hatfell, What time did you come into the Tavern ?

Mr. Hanks, Between 7 and 8 as I remember.

Mr. Bar. Hatfell, And did you ftay there till paft 11?
Mr. Hanks, Till about 1 1 , little more or lefs, we went away together in order to drink a Glafs of

Wine with them at their Lodging, butMr. Rutkjn confidering that he was to drink a Glafs ofWine, and

lye with the Marfhal, thought it would difturb the Marihal, fo faith he, I wiU not go in, but we faw

them go into their Lodgings and returned to the Bull, where we eat part of a Fowl, and I was never out

of Mr. Marfon'sCorrvrizny all that time.
Mr. Marfon, When you took your leave of me, don't you remember that the Door was clapt too ?

Mr- Hankj, I can't remember that.

Mr. Marfon, Mr. Gurry faith, I never went out after Icame home. Mr. Rutkjn pray give an account to

my Lord and the Gentlemen of the Jury of what you know of my coming to Hertford.
Mr. Rutkjn, My Lord, I came to wait on the Marihal of the King's Bench to Hertford, and when we

were come to Hertford we put up our Horfes at the BuU, and made our felves a little clean, we went to

Church, and din'd at the B«//,and then we walk'd in and about the Court and diverted our felves till a-

bout 7 a Clock, and between 7 and 8 a Clock came Mr. Marfon and Dr. Hankj to Town, and then we a-

greed to go to the Dolfhin and Glove to drink a Glafs ofWine, the Marfhal went to fee an ancient Gen-

tleman,and we went to the Dolfhin and Glove and ftaid there till paft 10 a Clock, and after the Reckoning
vvas paid we went with them to their Lodging with a Defign to take a Glafs of Wine, but then I con-

fider'd I vvas to lie with the Marihal, and for that reafon I refblv'd not to go in, but came away, and
went to the Bull Inn, and after I drank part of a Pint of Wine, and afterwards I went to the next Door

to the Bull Innwhere I lay with the Marihal.

Mr. Jones, What time did the Gentlemen go to their Lodging?
Mr. Rutkjn, I am not pofitive as to that, but I belive it vvas about 11 a Clock.

Mr. Marfon, If your Lordfhip pleafes now I'll call fome Perfons to give an Account of me. Mr. Cox.

Mr. Cox, I have known Mr. Marfon a long time, and had always a good Opinion of him, I don't be
lieve 5000/. would tempt him to do fuch a Fact.

Mr. Marfon. Capt. Wife,\ defire you would pleafe to fpeak what you know of me.

Mr. Cowper, My Lord, becaufe thefe Gentlemen are Strangers in the Country, I think if in taking an

Court and gave his Evidence he went out in a triumphant manner, and boafted, that he by his manage
ment had done more againft thefe Gentlemen than all the ProfecutorsWitneffes could do befides ; to add

to that I have another piece of Evidence that I have been juft acquainted with. My Lord, it is the Wi

dow Davis Gurrey's Wives Sifter that I would call,

Major Lane, My Lord, I have known Mr. Marfon ever fince he vvas two years old, and never faw
him but a civiliz'd Man in my life 5 he was well bred up among us, and I never faw him given to De«

baucheryin all my life.
Mr. Bar, Hatfell, Where do you live?

Major Lane, In Southward my Lord.

Mr. Bar. Hatfell, Well, what do you fay, Mrs. Dav* ?

Mrs.Davv, Icame to the Houfe where thefe Gentlemen lodg'd, I was in about halfan Hour, and my
Sifter ask'd me to air two or three Pair of Sheets ; when I had air'd the Sheets fhe ask'd me'.to go up
and help to lay them on, and before I had laid them on, thefeGentlemen came into the Room
Mr. Bar. Hatfell, What Hou? ?

Mrs. D4v*>,
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Mrs Davis, By the time of my going ottt again I believe it might T?c about Ten, or fomething better*

and they drank three Quarts ofWine, and they had fome Bread and Butter and Chefe carried up,

and fo they went to Bed, and after my Brother went to fetch Mr Gape, that lay at his Houfe, from

Hockley s.

Mr Cowper, I only beg leave to obferve, that Gurrey denied that he went for him.

Mr B. Hatfell, Ay, but this fignifies very little whether it be true or falfe.
Mrs Davis, The next day after thefe Gentlemen were about the Town, and fhe faid, fhe did believe

they were come to clear a young man (a Minifter's Son) that was tried at the Bar for robbing the mail ;

1 asked, Why fhe thought fo, fhe faid ihe was fure of it, and.f asked her how ihe could be fure of it,

when ihe was never told fo ; Why faid 1, then do they accufe thefe Gentlemen, they ought rather to

take up
the Gentleman that was with Mrs Stout's maid ; and fhe faid, if they took up Mrs Stout's m#id,

they fhould have never
a V itaefs.

JMr B. Hatfell^ Who was that that was talking with Mrs Stout's maid f

Mrs Daw, 1 don't know, but fhe faid ihe did not like their Actions, and therefore fhe ought to have

been examined who fhe was with.

Capt. Wife, 1 have known Mr Marfon feveral Years, and he is a Perfon of as fair Reputation a« any in

the Borough. . :
^

Mr Reading, I have been acquainted with Mr Marfon zo Years, he lives near the Houfe where 1 now do;

he has a general good Charadrer among his Neighbours, for a fair man in his Practice, afi honeft man,and

a man oi ^ood Converfation.

Mr B. Hatfell, Well Mr Stevens, What do you fay ?
„

Mr Stevens, I defire Sit Robert Auftin to give an Account of me. .
.

Sir Robert Auftht, \ have known Mr Stevens many Years ; his Brother is. Captain in a neighbouring Coun

ty, he is reckon'd not only an honeft man in his Practice, but has the general Character of a good-natur'd
man ; arid he is Co far from being a Perfon likely to do fuch an Action, that for a younger Brother he was

very well provided for ; his Father left him iooo /. and he is Clerk ofthe Papers, which is reputed worth

ioo /. fer Ann. and is in good Practice befides.

Juryman; 1 have known him feveral Years, and he hath the fame Reputation Sir Robert hath given
him. ■'.•'■■■<.. ■

. * . r.

Sir John Shaw, 1 know Mr Stevens, and his Brother Captain Stevens : As to this Gentleman, he hath al

ways- behav'd himfelf well
in our Country, and hath the Character ofan honeft Gentleman.

Mr Evans, 1 hav£ known him thefe eight Years, and to be a very civil Perfon, and well educated,

arid never heard but a good Character of him : 1 have alfo known Mr Marfon thefe Ten Years, and

never faw any ill by him, arid do believe, that he or the other would not have done fuch an ill thing to

have gain'd this Gounty. ,
■_■•.,.. ,

,

Mr Menlove; My Lord, Mr Steven: Was my Clerk, and behav'd himfelf very honeftly with me. And

fince that, I have kept & Correfpondence with him, arid 1 believe he would not do fuch a thing for all

the World.

Mr B. Idaifell, Call ibme body to fpeak torMr Rogers, if there he any.
Mt Evans, My Lord, Mr Rogers hath, a general Character in Southward for a very honefi man.

Mr Rogers; Pray call Mr Lygoe .

Sir, pleafe to give my Lord and the Court an Account what you know ofme.

Mr Lygoej My Lord, 1 have known all the 3 Gentlemen at the Bar, but particularly Mr Rogers'arid Mr

Stevens from their infancy ; 1 have employ'd them both in Buiinefs feveral times, and always found them

fair Practieers, and believe neither of them would be guilty of doing an ill Act.

Mr Rogers, Call Mr Thurlby.

Sir,' Pray give the Court an Account how 1 behaved my felf in your Service.

lAvB.Hatfell, Come* Mr Thi*rlby, What do you fay ofMr Rogers ?

Mr Thurlby\ My Lord, Mr Rogers lived with me about eight Years, in which time 1 frequently trufted
him with very great Sums of mony ;

1 ever found him juft arid faithful, and can't believe that any mony

could terript him; to do an Act of this kind.

Mr Jones, My Lord, we rriuft infift upon it, that Mr Cowfer hath given .a different Evidence now from

what he did before the Coroner ; for there he faid he never knew any Diffraction or Love-fit, or other

occafion ihe had to put her upon this extravagant
Action. Now here he comes and would have the whole

Scheme turn'd upon a Love-fit. Call John Mafon (who was Sworn)

Mr B. Hatfell, What do you fay, Sir, to this matter ?

Mr Stout, When Mr Confer was examined before the Coroner, he was asked, if he knew any reafon

Why fhe fhould do fuch a Thing, and he faid, She was a very modeft' Woman, and he knew no caufe

why itie fhould do fuch a Thing as this. John Mafon, Was you by when Mr Cowfer gave Evidence be

fore the Coroner.

Mafon, Yes.

Mr What did he fay ?

Mafon, He faid he did not know any thing was the Caufe of it, but ihe was a very modeft Per-

Mr Jone', Was he upon his Oath ?

Mafon, Yet, He was.

Mr B. Hatfell, When did he fay this ?

Mafon, 'Twas the fame Day that ihe was found.

Mr Jones, Did they ask him any Queftion, if he knew any Perfon that ihe was in loire with ?

Mafon, He faid he knew but ofone, and his Name Was Marjhall, and Mr MarfiaU told him, that he was

always repulfsd by her.
Mr Stout,
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Mr dour I defire John Archer may be ask'd the fame Queftion, (wfc sas Snom)
Mr Jones, Was you prefent with the Coroner's Inqueft ?

Archer^ Yes.'

Mr Jones, Was Mr. Cowfer examined by them ?

Archer, Yes, he was.
Mr Jones, What did he fay concerning Mrs Stout then ?

Archer, They ask'd him, if he knew any occafion for Mrs Stout's, Death, and he faid he knew nothing
of it, or of any Letters.
Mr Cowper, Then I muft call over the whole Coroner's Inqueft to prove the contrary.
Mr Baron Hatfell, Did they ask him concerning any Letters ?

Archer, They asked him
,
if he knew of any thing that might be the Occafion of her

Death.

Mr Baron Hatfell, I ask you again, if they asked him if he knew of any Letters ?

Archer, My Lord, I don't remember that.

Mr Stout, I would have called fome of the Coroner's Inqueft, but I was ftopt in it.

Juryman, We have taken Minutes of what has pafled, if your Lordihip pleafe, we will with

draw.

Mr Baron Hatfell, They muft make an end firft.

Mr Jones, If your Lordfhip pleafe, we will call one Witnefs to falfifie one piece of their Evidence, and
that is one Widow Larkjn. (Who was Sworn)
Mr Jones, Do you remember one Mr Rutkjn's being at your Houfe ?

Larkjn, Yes.

Mr Jones, At what time did he come in ?

"Larkjn, Between 9 and 10 ot the Clock.

Mr Jones, Was the Marihal then in the Houfe ?

Larkjn, No, the Marfhal did not come till near an Hour after.

Mr Jones, Did not he go out afterwards ?

Larkjn, Not that I know of.

Mr Rutkjns, I am fatisfied it was paft n when I came in.

Mr B. Hatfell, It is likely it may be true, for I believe they did not keep very good Hours at

that time.
. ,

.

■ <

Mr Stout, I defire to call fome 'Witneffes. to my Sifter's Reputation,
Mr Jones, My Lord, they would call Witneffes to this Gentlewoman's Reputation ; I believe the

whole Town would atteft for that, that ihe was a Woman of a good Reputation ; indeed they have

produced fome Letters without a Name, but if they infifi upon any thing againft her Reputation we

muft call our Witneffes.

Mr B Hatfell, I believe no body difputes that, ihe might be a vertuous Woman,, and her Brains might
be turned by her Paffion or fome Diftemper.

Gentlemen of the Jury, you have heard a very long Evidence I am fure that you can't expect that I

fhould fumm it up fully ; but 1 will take notice of fome things to you, that I think are moft material

and if I omit any thing that is material, I would defire Mr Jones (that is Council for the King) and Mr

Cowper, to put me in mind of it.

The Indictment againft the 'Prifoners at the Bar, is for a very great Crime, it is for Murther, which is

one ofthe moft horrid of all Crimes : You are to confider firft, What Evidence you have heard to prove
it ; and tho' there be no direct Proof, you are to confider what is Circumftantial.

They do begin with Sarah Walker, who was Mrs Sarah Stout's maid ; and ihe tells you, That Mr Cowfer,
when he came to this Town upon Monday the 1 3th of March laft, came to Mrs Stout's Houfe and dined

there, and went away about four of the Clock in the Afternoon ; but fhe tells you, that the Friday be

fore, there came a Letter from Mr Cowfer $ Wife to Mrs Stout, to let hei know, that Mr1Cowfer would
come and lodge at their Houfe at Hertford at the Affizes, fo that when

he came, fhe thought that he had
intended to have done according to that Letter. She faith, that after Dinner Mr Confer went away, and

came again at 9 at Night, and there he fupp'd, he was defired fo to do (and indeed had been invited to

Dinner alfo that day) and ihe doth fay, that after Supper there was a Fire made in his Chamber (for
this young Gentlewoman Mrs Stout, preft him to he at their Houfe) and ihe ordered the maid to warm

his Bed, and I believe, fays fhe, Mr Cowfer heard her fay fo, for he was nearer to her than lat that time;
and he doth not deny, but that he heard it ; ihe fays, that accordingly fhe went up to warm the Bed,
and having ftaid there a while, fhe heard the Door clap, and when fhe came down into the Parlour, where
Ihe had left them, they were both gone, and that ihe could not tell what the meaning of it was, and

they waited for her all Night, old Mrs Stout and this maid, and fhe did not come in all Night, nor was

afterwards feen alive. But Mr Confer was the laft Perfon feen in her Company. j.

The other Witneffes that came afterwards fpeak concerning the finding of the Body in the River

and tell you in what Pofture it was : I fhall not undertake to give you the particulars of their Evidence^
but they tell you fhe lay on her right fide, the one Arm up even with the Surface of the Water, and

her Body under the Water, but fome of her Cloaths were above the Water, particularly one fays the
Ruffles of her left Arm were above the Water: You have heard alfo what the Doctors and Surgeons

faid on the one fide, and the other concerning the fwimming and finking of dead Bodies in the Wa

ter but lean find no certainty in it, and I leave it to your confideration.



out, and no Water camt out of her Mouth and Noftrils, only a little Froth tliere war, and her Belly was

lank, but fay they, on the other fide, that may very well be, for perhaps fhe might be choaked immedi

ately, as foon as fhe was in the Water, and, fay they, you may not wonder at that, for if fhe went to

drown her felf, ihe would endeavour to be choaked as foon as fhe could, for thofe Perfons that are

crowned againft their own confent do fwallow a great deal
of Water, but thofe that drown themfelves,

don't fwallow much Water, for they are choaked immediately by the Water going into the Windpipe,
that we commonly call going the wrong way. The Doctors and Surgeons have talk'd a great deal to

this purpofe, and of the Water's going into the Lungs or the Thorax, but unlefs you have more skill in

Anatomy than I, you won't be much edify 'd by it, 1 acknowledge I never ftudied Anatomy, but I per

ceive that the Doctors do differ in their Notions about thefe things, but as to matter of Facf
,
its agreed

to by all the Witneffes for the King, that her Body was lank, her Belly was thin, and there was no figri
of any Water to be in it. They, on the other fide tell you, that her Stays was on, and fhe was ftrait-

laced, and that might occafion her Belly's being fo fmall, and hinder the Water from going in.

Gentlemen, I was very much puzzled in my Thoughts, and was at a lofs to find out what inducement

there could be to draw in Mr Cowper, or thefe 3 other Gentlemen, to commit fuch a horrid barbarous

Murder. And on the other hand, I could not imagin what there fhould be to induce this Gentlewo

man, who is a Perfon of a plentiful Fortune, and a very fober good Reputation, to deftroy herfelf.
Now Gentlemen, I muft confefs the Evidence that the Defendants have given by thefe Letters, if you

believe them to be this Gentlewoman's Hand-writing, do feem to fortifie all that Mr Confer's Witneffc s

have faid concerning her being melaricholy, it might be a Lovt'-Diftractiori, and fhe might have been a

vertuous Woman for all that, for it might be a Diftemper which came upon her, and turned her Brains,

and difcompofed her Mind, and then no wonder at her writing thus, in a manner different from the reft

of the Actions of her life. Gentlemen, you are to confider and weigh the Evidence, and I will not trou

ble you any more about that matter. As to thefe 3 other Gentlemen that came here to this Town at the

time of the laft Affizes, what there \i againft them you have heard, they talk'd at their Lodging at a

ftrange rate concerning this Mrs Sarah Stout, faying, Her Bufinefs is done, and that there was an end of

her Courting-days, and that a Friend of theirs was even with her by this time. What you can make of

it, that 1 muft leave to you, but they were very ftrange Expreflions, and you are to judge whether they
were fpoken in jeft, as they pretend, or in earneft. There was a Cord found in the Room, and a Bun

dle feen there, but I know not what to make of it. As to Mrs Stout, there was no fign of any Circle a-

bout her Neck, which, as they fay, muft have been if fhe had been ftrangled. Some Spots there were,
but it is faia poffibly thofe might be occafioned by rubbing againft fome Piles or Stakes in the River.

Truly, Gentlemen, thefe 3 Men by their talking have given great caufe of Sufpicion, but whether they
or Mr Cowfer^ are Guilty or no, that you are to determin. .1 am fenfible I have omitted many things',
but I am a little faint, and cannot repeat any more of the Evidence.

Jury. We have taken minutes, my Lord.

Mr B. HatfeU, Well then Gentlemen, go together, and confider your Evidence, and I pray God direct

^ou in giving your Verdict ?

Then one was Sworn to keep the Jury ; and in about half an hour the Jury returned.
CI. of Arr. Gentlemen, are you all agreed in your Verdict ?

Qmnes, Yes.

CI of Arr~ Who fhall fay for you ?

Omnes, Foreman. .

CI. ofArr. Sfenter Cowper, Hold up thy Hand (which he did) look upon trie frifonerj how fay you ?

Is he guilty of the Felony and Murder whereof he ftands Indicted, or not guilty ?

Foreman, Not guilty.
In like manner the Jury did give their Verdict, that John Marfon, F!!is Stephens, and William Roj.'r; we^e

not guilty.
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1 he Examination li ~chiMa)fon9 tAen b^ore me this ;th d«y of April, 1699.

Ihisfiould have been infcrtcd in fay :6.

•

WHo being examinedwhere he was on MW/tythe 13th of March lift, faith, tint he

was at the Burrough of Southwark (he being an Attorney of the laid Court) till

paft four of the Clock in the Afternoon j and faith, that he kt out from Soulbwark for

Hartford foon after, and "came to Hartford about 8 of the Clock the fame Afternoon,

and put up his Horfe at the Si«n of an Inn there, and then went to the Hind

and Glove, together with Godfrey Gimbart, Efcjj Ellis Stevens, William Rogers, and fome

others, where they ftaid till about eleven of the Clock at Night, and then this Exami-

nantwent thence directly to the Houfe of John Gurrey with the faid Stevens and Ro

gers, who lay all together in the faidGurreys Houfe all that Night. And* being asked

what he faid "concerning the faidMrs Sarah Stout decesied, this Examinant faith, that on

Sunday the 12 th ofMatch laft, this Examinant being in Company with oneMr.'Thowa?

MarfhaU, and telhng hirn that thisjExaminant intended the next day for Hartford with
the Marihal of the Kings Bench, the faid Thomas Marjhall defired this Examinant and

the faid Stevens, who was then alfo in Company, that they would go and fee the faid

Sarah Stout (his Sweet-heart). He confeffeth that he did ask the faid Surrey if he would
fttew this Examinant where the faid Stout lived, telling the faid Gurrey that his Name

was MarfhaU, and asked him if he never heard of him before, and jocularly faid that he

would go to fee her the next Morning -, but doth not believe that he faid any thing that

any Friend was even with the faid
%

Sarah Stout, or to fuch like effect. And doth confefs

that he did the next day,upon the faidGurrey s telling him that the faid Stout was drown

ed, fay, that he would keep his Word, and would fee her. And faith, that meeting
with Mr. Cowfer (who is this Examinants acquaintance) he believes he did talk with

him concerning the faid Stout s being drowned j thus Examinant having feen herBody that

Morning.

^ JohnMarfan.

Gcgn. Die & Anm

mtediftt coram

J-Holt

. ji

FINIS.


	Book title
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 


