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INTRODUCTION

martial deeds. A group of one hundred and eighty-three
soldiers will enter, play their parts and leave, and the
curtain will fall once more.

Unstinted credit and praise are due the men and women of the
Allied Nations who devoted themselves whole-heartedly to the win-
ning of the World War. Some, however, are deserving of more
recognition than others. The nurses, officers and enlisted per-
sonnel of Base Hospital 34 deserve as much reward as any, and
more than most.

Recruited before the days of the draft, the personnel of Base
Hospital 34 came to France determined to do their bit towards
helping the Allies down the Kaiser. Drawn from all stations in
life, they worked as one, realizing the value of concentrated, unified
effort.

They did not experience the hardships of the front line
trenches, nor the enemy prison camps, but they had their share of
troubles and bore them bravely. They left behind them the pleas-
ures and distractions of civilian life, took the Army as they found
it and upon demobilization had the satisfaction of knowing that
they had been a part of one of the best Base Hospitals in the
AT R

The number of the original Unit recruited in May, 1917, was
sometimes increased and then again lowered. Death removed five
names from the roll-call of the living, names that will always be
remembered. Some were lost to other organizations, where their
services could be used to better advantage, while still others,
fortunate indeed, received commissions and rose from the grade of
enlisted man to that of officer. A group of good fellows joined the
Base in France, nine months after its organization, welcomed at
first because of the pressure of work and later considered as mem-
bers of the family, because of their many good qualities.

Attention all! The curtain rises!

: ND now the curtain is about to rise on this History of
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PREEWCE

midnight, that Base Hospital Number Thirty-four, after thir-
teen months of service, ceased to form part of the A. E. F.
With the closing of Thirty-four’s records on the night of
January 16th, there passed into history one of the foremost hos-
pitals of America’s Armies. It was a military hospital originally
organized by the Episcopal Hospital of Philadelphia—and was one
of the first twenty Medical Formations of the A. E. F. in the early
months of 1918.

Fully equipped, the hospital left Philadelphia on the 7th of
September, 1917, for Camp Crane, Allentown, Pa. Its training
was completed during the Fall and Winter of 1917, and on the 14th
of December, in that year, began the voyage overseas. Its first
glimpse of France came some eighteen days later upon disembarka-
tion at Le Havre.

For but a brief moment, it seemed, the organization assembled
at Blois—that historic old city of the Loire that was later to become
one of the great concentration points of the A. E. F. Within an-
other four days, the first detachments to leave had started for their
different stations. This breaking up of the Unit seemed the great-
est of disappointments. Its cohesion seemed gone. There was but
a chance that the organization would regain its former balance and
completeness.

There followed months of diversified activities. There came
word of a detached group organizing a Camp Hospital. Another
detachment was reported as having been absorbed by a larger
Medical Unit. However small these groups were, reports always
spoke of accomplishments. Divided, the Hospital won compliments
for itself, but its future as a unified body seemed dark indeed.

Meanwhile, to the few officers and men remaining came orders
to proceed to Nantes—another Loire Valley city—the point that
had been decided upon as the final home of Base Hospital Thirty-
four. Ahead of them lay the problem of preparing what buildings
had been chosen for the hospital itself. A French Seminary was
‘Fo be used as the central hospital. Before supplies could be utilized,
it was necessary to remodel the Seminary itself. There were bar-

Page 14

IT was on the sixteenth day of January, 1919, at twelve o’clock



T RE W ORLE D WAR

racks to be built, roads to be resurfaced, warehouses to be cleared—
all fp bde finished before actual hospitalization of wounded could be
realized.

; With the completion of such preparations came word that the
Unit was again to be reunited. Detachments that had been absent
for months began to return. On April 1st the hospital was ready—
word was sent to Headquarters—and in the following months its
actual work of caring for thousands of wounded soldiers was being
accomplished daily.

During the nine months that followed, ninety-one hundred
patients were admitted. It had made a record for itself in count-
less ways. Statistics show successful operations by the hundred—
and a death rate of one and three-tenths per cent. Wounded and
sick alike were cared for. At one time during the heaviest fight-
ing on the American section of the West Front, of the hundreds of
patients admitted but thirteen medical cases were recorded. Later,
as the number of wounded decreased, the medical cases became
more numerous. These facts are repeated in an attempt to show
that during its active existence, Thirty-four was an exceptionally
well-balanced general hospital.

Other hospitals have records as deserving, but let it be realized
that Thirty-four’s accomplishments were of the highest order; and
they were based throughout upon the fact that individual effort to
a common end was the ideal.

To all ranks composing the personnel 34’s passing was re-
garded with deep regret. True, the buildings remained, the work
was continued with new workers; but Base Hospital Thirty-four
itself was but a thing of memory.

There have been countless friendships formed. There have
been internal disagreements and some disappointments. In an-
other ten years, except in the minds of those few who lived as a
part of the institution, even the name will have been forgotten.
There will be dusty records in the Surgeon General’s office, yet
these records will bring to the minds of those who compiled them
many a pleasant recollection of other days.

One who has lived as a part of the hospital can never forget
those dreary days of training in Allentown and the subsequent
bitter weeks at Camp Mills. That historic first trip of the
“Leviathan” can be but an incident in the life of Thirty-four. To
one group will come memories of rain and mud at Brest; another
will recall days spent at Camp Coetquidan; those who prepared the
hospital at Nantes will dream of the first days among new-found
pals during the early months of 1918; some few will remember the
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air-raid sirens in Paris; and others will tell of the work of surgical
teams in line hospitals.

After all, the living memories will be those that are solely
human. The day’s happenings, the evening’s pleasures, the friend-
ships made; these shall remain as a lasting monument.

With the end of B. H. 34 came an inevitable feeling of sadness.
It is the feeling that comes to one at the end of school life. Old
friendships will soon be ended. Old enmities will be forgotten, and
familiar surroundings will fade from memory.

A longing to return home is but natural after such a long
separation. Yet with the end actually at hand, everything assumes
a different character. Looking forward to a hoped-for future is
pleasing—but leaving the past is difficult.

Page 16









THE COMMANDING OFFICER

OLONEL RALPH G. DE VOE came to Base Hospital 34 in
early September, 1917, as its Commanding Officer with the
rank of Major. Hailing originally from Seattle, Wash-
ington, he had prepared for Medical School at the Virginia

Military Institute. He graduated from the Medical Department of
the University of Pennsylvania in 1908. After entering the army
and graduating from the Army Medical School he served numerous
assignments, being chiefly detailed to hospital duties, among which
was a tour of duty in the Philippine Islands. Under his able guid-
ance the hospital went through the preliminary training at Allen-
town, its weather-beaten career at Camp Mills, its ocean voyage
and its final settlement and work at Nantes. There not only did he
direct the work of the hospital but he carried on the duties of
Medical Liaison Officer to the Headquarters of the French 11th
Army Corps Region, a position in which he did much to accentuate
the cordial relations between the French and American Medical
Departments in this region. He was promoted Lieutenant Colonel
in the Spring of 1918 and Colonel in the Spring of 1919. Soon
after Base Hospital 34 was ordered home he was appointed Com-
manding Officer of the Hospital Center of Nantes.

SKETCH BY DORIOT
Page 19
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PRELUDE

mer of 1916, when the Mexican trouble was becoming

serious, and Base Hospital 34 was first suggested. The

plans were temporarily tabled, but in January, 1917, the
question was brought up again, and the suggestion made that the
unit be organized as a naval base. The outbreak of war with
Germany on the 6th of April, however, determined those interested,
principally Drs. Frazier and Ashhurst, to stick to their original
idea and to organize an army hospital. Dr. Frazier quickly had
sufficient funds collected, Dr. Ashhurst was appointed Director, and
the work of gathering together the personnel began at once.

May 28, 29, 30—Enlistment of men by M. G. Douglas, Reg-
istrar.
June to September—Suspense.

THERE were rumblings of great things to come in the Sum-

ACT I.

Sept. 1. S. O. 27, Hq. Eastern Dept., Governor’s Island, N. Y.,
orders Mobilization of Unit.
Sept. 8. Enlisted men leave Reading Terminal, Philadelphia, at
12.30 for Allentown.
Camp Crane reached late in afternoon.
“Where are you from” and “When do you expect to leave ?”
A frigid night under “Trooper’” Simpson, late from the Border.
Sept. 10. 5.30—First call; 5.40—Reveille; 5.45—Assembly; 5.50
—IOpErelyss 2 930 12, ML=,
First drill in morning.
Section B separated from the rabble.
Sept. 15. Week-ends begin.
The 2.40 A. M. from Reading Terminal.

Sept. 19. “I want to be a sergeant” competitive drill.
Sept. 25. Bayonet attack by Drs. John and Wolf; inoculations
according to the manual.

Page 20
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Sept.1 ?;0. First pay-roll John-Henry, with the hard cash one week
ater.

Oct. 3. Get-together meeting, with Major DeVoe, Captain Hurd,
and refreshments.
Rumor 9,574,321—“To Philly for the winter.”
Rumor 9,574,322—“To Florida for the winter.”

Oct. 15. Liberty Loan parade, with Lt. Winter drum major for 34.

Oct. 24. First Alarm. Men summoned by courier from Mealeys
and other historic points at 9 P. M.,—to be issued equipment
for inspection the next day.

Oct. 27. Marines walloped by Usaacs at football, 27-0, Matt Luk-
ens representing 34 on the field.

Nov. 2. Dog tags issued. From personalities to numbers.

Nov. 10. A general week-end leave for fond farewells, in anticipa-
tion of an early departure.

Nov. 17. More opportunity for farewells.

ASIDE No. 1.

Can those long and trying days in camp at Allentown ever be
forgotten? KEven though comforted by eggs and chicken (of equal
age) on Sunday, that “week of training” had grown into months,
and it looked like a winter. Top Sgt. Harry Wilkinson arrived, and
with him martial law. The sky was black indeed; but suddenly
one cold morning the new camp heating system went into action,
and that afternoon, as the Unit joyously thawed out by the radi-
ators, the long delayed orders came.

Nov. 21. Following S. O. 65, Hq. Eastern Dept., Base 34, aug-
mented by Major Lockwood and the California boys,—but
minus King, Riggins, Walker, Elliot, and MacDowell,—left
Allentown at 12 M. for Camp Mills, Long Island.

Nov. 24. Nurses left Philadelphia for Ellis Island.

ACT II.

Nov. 22. Unit reached Camp Mills at 1 P. M.
Tentless, messless, dryless.
Pack-slinging drill during remainder of afternoon.
Mud.
Guard shifts inaugurated.
Nov. 29. Thanksgiving and the black bean drawing contest.
Great reception given in New York City to all in the service.
Dec. 4. Last pay in U. S. currency.
Dec. 8. Terrific storm untented almost half of unit.
Page 21



BASE '@ S aaas sy

ASIDE No. 2.

For eccentric weather Camp Mills won all prizes. Storms
were the rule, not the exception, and the rain, snow, sleet, and
wind,—particularly the wind,—played havoc. Tent ropes and
poles snapped like ribbons, and the inhabitants of the unfortunate
canvas would seek shelter with a neighbor, where a joint prayer
meeting would be held, with the preservation of the tent the subject.
But of all the storms, Base 34 picked the worst for its departure.
Dark as pitch, with the sleet cutting like steel and the wind travel-
ing across the flats at a terrific clip, the outfit, the last to leave
Camp Mills, struggled nearly two miles to the waiting train. In
the morning Base 31 showed up.

Dec. 12. Major DeVoe received orders instructing his Unit to re-
port to the Embarkation Officer at Hoboken.

Dec. 14. 3 A. M.—Base 34 left Camp Mills.

7.30 A. M.—Train left for Long Island City.
2 P. M.—Unit boarded the “Leviathan,” formerly the “Vater-
land.”

Dec. 15. “Leviathan” sailed about 6.30 in the morning.

Dec. 19. First “Abandon Ship” drill.

Dec. 22. Destroyers appeared and surrounded the “Leviathan.”

Dec 23T andSinkSieh G (G SIHFASNS)

The “Leviathan’ anchored inside the submarine nets off Liver-
pool at 8 P. M.

Dec. 24. After a short trip up the Mersey River, the “Leviathan”
docked at Liverpool, and at 10 A. M. Base 34 disembarked on
English soil.

Across England by train via Crewe, Wolverhampton, Birming-
ham, Oxford, and Basingstoke, to Southampton.
SEA SRRV RestRE@ampRNoSss
Dec. 25. An English Christmas at Southampton.
The holly trees. The Y. M. C. A. The Tommies.
English rations and the first horrors of war.

Dec. 26. The officers and men left Southampton at 4.30 P. M. on a
little, aged channel steamer, the “Mona’s Queen,” with the
nurses preceding them on a safer boat.

11.30 P. M.—Le Havre. France at last!

Dec. 27. Disembarkation at Le Havre—we are “over there”’—and
a hasty march to Rest Camp No. 2.

More British rations and chicken-wire billets.

Dec. 28. Off again, with Blois our destination.
Some trainride.

Page 22
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Dec. 29. Reached Versailles in the early morning, and Juivisy at
12 noon. Short stay in the town.
French coffee, war bread and horsemeat.
4 P. M.—Left Juivisy.
11 P. M.—Reached Blois,—march in snow,—The Chateau.

Dec. 30. 2 A. M.—Quartered in old French barracks.

ANCHAD 0L,
THE PARTITION, COALITION, AND OPENING OF BASE 34.

Jan. 2, 1918. Major DeVoe, Major Ashhurst, and Lt. Douglas
leave for Nantes to take possession of the Grande Seminaire in
the name of 34.

Jan. 5. Six nurses and five men leave for American Red Cross
Military Hospital, No. 2, Paris.
Thirty-two nurses and thirty men leave for Camp Hospital,
No. 15, at Camp Coetquidan (Rennes).

Jan. 6. Chaplain Groton holds Thanksgiving services in the
French Reformed Church at Blois.

Jan. 8. Twenty men leave for Nantes to assist with the engineer-
ing work on the future hospital building—builders, engineers,
constructors, laborers.

Jan. 9. Remainder of nurses leave for Base Hospital 101, St.
Nazaire.

Jan. 13. 20 more men picked to go to Nantes.
Forty men and five officers in charge of Major Lockwood, sent
to Brest to put in operation Camp Hospital 33 at the Ponta-
nezen Barracks.

Jan. 17. Remaining men ordered to Nantes.

Feb. 3. Miss Alice Ireland died of pneumonia at Base Hospital
ILO1L

Feb. 5. Captain Welker ordered to Nantes.

Feb. 8. Major Carson, Capt. Moore, Lt. Sprowl, and Lt. Coleman
report for duty.

Feb. 14. Lt. Buzby made his appearance.

March 16. Fifteen men from Coetquidan return to the fold.

March 17. The Brest crowd shows up.

March 22. Joseph F. Covert died of pneumonia at Camp Hospital
115,
Chaplain Groton returns from Base Hospital 101.
Capt. Welker ordered home on sick leave.

March 26. Ten nurses and six civilian employees return from

Base Hospital 101.
Page 23
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March 27. Capt. Boykin, Lt. Wolfe, Lt. Kerchner, and Lt. Winter
report for duty.
Six nurses and thirteen men return from Coetquidan.

April 2. First patients arrive from A. R. C. M. H. No. 1, Paris.

April 10. First surgical team in charge of Major Ashhurst leaves
for front. Lt. Kerchner, Miss Andrews, Miss Kandle, Miss
Stephens, Privates Miles and Winsor Josselyn.

April 16. Three hundred and twenty-one patients arrive on U. S.
Army Hospital Train No. 54.

April 24. Captain John, Lt. Carpenter, and Lt. Paul return from
Camp Hospital 25.
Lt. Propst, Lt. Eynon, and Lt. Paul return from Brest.

April 27. Twelve more nurses report from Coetquidan.

May 9. Lt. Croll arrives.

May 15. Reward for sixty-four ‘“bucks,” through promotion to
IRyitSsliSticlassE

May 17. Paris nurses return.

May 25. Nine nurses report from Coetquidan.

May 27. Lt. Wilson returns from Camp Hospital 25.

June 2. Opening of the 3-day plague.
Fourteen nurses return and complete the St. Nazaire detail.

June 3. Lt. Durham reports from Brest.

June 7. Second surgical team departs for the front.
Major Lockwood, Capt. Boykin, Miss Behman, Miss Holler,
Privates Austin and Bostick.

June 10. Four men return from Paris.

June 14. Last four nurses from Coetquidan return.

June 16. Lt. Frank returns.

June 25. Forty men added to personnel of hospital.
Four hundred and sixty-nine patients, the largest convoy ever
received, arrive.

July 13. Major DeVoe and Major Ashhurst appointed Lieutenant
Colonels.

ASIDE No. 3.

This was a busy time. Germany was staking all on one su-
preme effort; the Americans had been thrown into the struggle to
help stem the tide; and the capacities of the A. E. F. Hospitals
were strained to the limit. 34 was humming, with patients coming
straight from the field by the trainload. The men were swinging
into their stride. Some even won sergeantcies, but everyone was
on the job. And though hampered by a severe epidemic which put
half the unit in the hospital, the work never slackened and 34 played
an enviable part during those strenuous days.
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ACIE Ve

ON THE HOME STRETCH.

Aug. 1. General Pershing visits the hospital.

Aug. 29. Gas and Shock Team No. 130 leaves for the front.
Lt. Durham, Miss Nicholson, and Vogel.

Sept. 9. Jules Doriot joins the “Sherlock Holmes” department.

Sept. 29. Thielens appointed a 1st Lieutenant.

Oct. 2. Chaplain Groton leaves the Unit for the front.

Oct. 19. Ecole Normale, hospital for officers opened. Presented
by the city.

Oct. 20. James Murray dies from pneumonia.

Oct. 21. Marceaux follows Doriot.

Oct. 25. Forty-six more casuals are added to the bull-gang.

Nov. 2. Sgt. White appointed a 2nd Lt. in the Sanitary Corps.

Nov. 5. Fuessle and Gamber ditto.

Nov. 11. Armistice signed. Great celebrations.
And a train in.

Nov. 20. Keller also joins the select class of 2nd Loots.

Nov. 21. Lt.-Col. Ashhurst returns and is made a full Colonel.

Dec. 24. News that B. H. 34 is to be relieved.

Dec. 25. Christmas Dinner.

Dec. 26-Jan. 15. Marking time.

Jemy, WE, 18, 180 84l nelhicvesl loy 181 181 355

Jan. 17-April 5. Waiting for sailing orders.

April 6. Orders at last.

April 9. St. Nazaire.

April 9-19. Homeward Bound.

April 19. Brooklyn.
Camp Merritt.

April 26. Camp Dix.

April 29. Civilians again after 19 months.

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, for that fact anyway.
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THE UNIT ANIBDSEESSHORK

IHIS RESUME’ ALSO APPEARED IN THE PUBLICATION “PHILADELPHIA IN THE WORLD WAR.”

URING the early months of 1917, the Medical Department

of the Army and the Red Cross, Col. Jefferson R. Kean,

M. C., in charge, organized fifty Base Hospitals for service

with the American Army. The idea was early conceived

of forming one at the Hospital of the Protestant Episcopal Church

in Philadelphia. Dr. Charles H. Frazier was first appointed

Director, with Dr. Astley P. C. Ashhurst the Chief of the Surgical

. Service. Funds were raised and friends of the Hospital gave

liberally in contributions to the Red Cross until a sum of $65,000

was obtained for the equipment of the Hospital, Mr. George H.
Frazier serving as Treasurer and Disbursing Officer.

The months of March and early April, 1917, were occupied
with these preliminaries. Dr. Frazier held frequent meetings at
his office and the different heads of services reported progress in
the purchase of the equipment. Late in April, Dr. Frazier, owing
to inability to leave his University duties, very reluctantly relin-
quished his charge of the Hospital and Dr. Ashhurst was appointed
Director. Progress in the procurement of equipment was rapid.

In late May Mr. Malcolm Douglas became affiliated with the
Hospital as Registrar. Under his charge the work of enlistment of
the enlisted personnel progressed most speedily. Applicants were
many, and men were secured of excellent calibre and of varied
vocations, foreshadowing success in the eventual operation of the
Hospital’s varied departments. By June 30th, the entire quota of
152 men were sworn in and enlisted in the Medical Enlisted Reserve
Corps.

In the meantime, the Hospital was formally accepted by the
U. S. Army Medical Department and was given the number “34.”
In July Captain Raphael I. Levin, Quartermaster Reserve Corps,
was assigned and reported for duty as Quartermaster. As fast as
equipment was bought it was assembled and stored in the Larkin
Building, Twentieth and Arch Streets, Philadelphia.

The organization of the Nurse Corps personnel was entrusted
to Miss Katharine Brown, Superintendent of Nurses, Episcopal
Hospital. During these same months she was busily engaged in
recruiting and enlisting sixty-five nurses. By August she reported
a full quota.

Mention should be made of the physicians who attended the
early meetings at Dr. Frazier’s office and who devoted much time
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t(? the purchase of supplies for their respective departments. Be-
sides Doctors Frazier and Ashhurst, there were Doctors Emory G.
Alexander, George P. Muller, Joseph MacFarland, John B. Carson,
Ralph S. Bromer and Mr. Malcolm Douglas. Of this number Doc-
tors Muller and MacFarland, unfortunately, could not serve with
the Unit. The assistance and advice of Dr. Richard H. Harte, of
the Board of Managers of the Hospital, and Capt. E. R. Leiper, the
Superintendent, were also greatly appreciated. After the retire-
ment of Dr. Frazier, Dr. Ashhurst strenuously pushed the prepara-
tion of the organization for active duty and by the time orders were
received for its mobilization, it was in a state of excellent prepared-
ness.

On September 7th, 1917, the organization was mobilized at the
Episcopal Hospital and Major Ralph G. DeVoe, Medical Corps,
U. S. Army, was detailed as Commanding Officer, having assumed
command September 4th, 1917.

On September 8th, 1917, the organization moved to the Con-
centration Camp of the United States Army Ambulance Service at
Allentown, Pa., later called Camp Crane. Here two months or
more were spent in equipping and training the men. Instruction
in First Aid, Medical Department Drill, Bandaging, etc., was
routinely given. On November 21st the Command moved to Camp
Mills, Long Island, and remained there until December 14th await-
ing instructions for embarkation. These finally arrived, after
three weeks of most severe weather spent in the tents of Camp
Mills. On the 15th the organization embarked on the “Leviathan,”
the nurses included, they in the meantime having been mobilized
and equipped at Ellis Island. The passage on the “Leviathan” was
uneventful and on December 24th at 10 A. M. Liverpool was reached
and debarkation immediately begun.

The nurses were sent to Southampton on a separate train from
that of the officers and men. Southampton was reached midnight
of December 24th; the nurses being quartered at hotels and the
officers and men at a rest camp. On December 25th, the former
were sent to Le Havre on one of the British Naval Ships, the
“Warilda,” and on December 26th the officers and men crossed on
a British Channel Transport, the “Mona’s Queen,” debarking early
on the morning of the 27th. The remainder of the Command
stayed at Le Havre until December 29th, when the entire personnel
was sent by train to Blois, where Medical Casual Camp No. 6, Inter-
mediate Section L. O. C., was then located.

Here during January, 1918, the Unit was split up. The Com-
manding Officer, Major Ashhurst, the Adjutant, Quartermaster and
Registrar and about sixty men were sent to Nantes, where the
Hospital was to be located, for preliminary survey and for the pur-
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pose of pushing the work of renovation of the Seminary building
to be used as a Hospital. Five officers and thirty men were sent
to Brest, where Camp Hospital 33 was started and organized by
them in the Pontanezen Barracks. Five men were sent to Amer-
ican Red Cross Military Hospital No. 3, in Paris, and thirty-five
men were ordered to Camp Hospital 15, at Coetquidan, an artillery
training center. The nurses were distributed to Base Hospital 101
at St. Nazaire, Camp Hospital 15 at Coetquidan, and American Red
Cross Military Hospital No. 2, in Paris.

January, February and March, 1918, were spent in renovating
the building, constructing new barracks, moving equipment from
freight stations and docks, and in securing additional equipment
for a 1700 bed hospital.

The main building, four stories high, was furnished with 1000
beds. This building had a usable attic, which was remodeled to
house the Medical Supply Department and to provide space for
storage of patient’s clothing. The adaptation of this building
required an enormous amount of labor by men of the Unit. They
built seventeen barracks, which accommodated the operating rooms,
the X-Ray Department, large bath houses, receiving ward, enlisted
men’s quarters and wards aggregating 700 additional beds. All
this construction was accomplished with great dispatch, and by
April, 1918, the entire Unit was reassembled and patients were ad-
mitted. The first train of patients received came from American
Red Cross Military Hospital No. 1, at Paris. After these arrivals
the hospital was soon filled and it reached its full capacity during
and immediately after the Chateau Thierry drive. The patients
were almost entirely Americans, and the majority were wounded
men from the fighting line.

The work was carried on actively throughout the remainder of
the year. Peak capacity was again reached during the fighting in
the Argonne. Mention also should be made of the care and assist-
ance rendered to the personnel of the Army during the influenza
epidemic, which reached its height during October, 1918. These
cases were drawn largely from the garrison of Nantes, which at
times numbered 11,000 or more men, also from the 38th Division,
which had been sent immediately on debarkation to billets in the
Nantes billeting area.

In July, 1918, the Hospital became a part of the Hospital
Center of Nantes. The large hospital project known as the Grand
Blottereau, located on the opposite side of the city, was occupied
at this time by Base Hospitals 11, 38 and 216, and the whole centre
was placed under command of Colonel Thomas J. Kirkpatrick, of
the Regular Army Medical Corps.

In early October, 1918, the Hospital was further expanded by
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the acquisition of the Ecole Normale, a Normal School building
owned and turned over gratuitously by the Department of the Loire
Inferieure to the Medical Department of the Army. It was equip-
ped and furnished as a Hospital for Officers and designed for re-
ception of medical cases and convalescent surgical patients. It was
operated as an Annex to Base Hospital No. 34, and Major, later
Colonel, A. J. Ostheimer was placed in immediate charge.

During the first half of the year, under careful guidance of
Col. DeVoe, C. O., the organization of the various administrative
departments of the Hospital was perfected and all showed them-
selves fully equal to the strain thrown upon them during the heavy
work of the Argonne drive and the influenza epidemic. The
Adjutant’s office was organized and conducted by Capt. (later
Lieut. Colonel) Ralph S. Bromer, M. C., the Registrar’s office by
Capt. John P. Jones; the Medical Supply Department by 1st Lt.
(afterwards Captain) B. F. Buzby ; the Mess Department by 1st Lt.
(later Captain) Malcolm G. Douglas; Sanitary Corps and Quarter-
master’s Department by Capt. Raphael I. Levin, Q. M. C. Especial
mention should be made of the supply service rendered by the latter
department to the entire garrison of Nantes from the very begin-
ning of the Hospital until the organization in June, 1913, of Quar-
termaster Depot No. 2, Base Section No. 1, on the Isle of St. Anne
in Nantes. This threw extra strain and labor on the officer in
charge and the men of this department.

The professional services were early organized by Col. Ashhurst
in charge of the Surgical Service, Major Carson of the Medical
Service, Capt. (later Major) Moore in the Clinical and Pathological
Laboratory, and Captain Bromer in the X-Ray Laboratory.
Changes in these Departments will be mentioned later.

The American Red Cross sent as its first representative Cap-
tain Charles G. Petrie, who began during April the organization of
a service which later grew to large proportions. In July Capt.
Louis H. Fead arrived to replace Capt. Petrie, who was transferred
to the Grand Blottereau. Under their direction, a canteen was
started ; magazines, books, etc., were distributed to the patients;
regular moving picture shows were held, a Home Communication
Service was established, a large Recreation Hut was built, where
different show troupes gave many and varied entertainments,
dances for the enlisted men were held and numerous comforts sup-
plied the nurses. A Y. W. C. A. representative was also continu-
ously assigned to the Nurses’ Quarters to provide all recreation and
entertainment possible.

The Main Hospital Building and the ground occupied by the
adjoining barracks was originally a seminary for priests. Addi-
tional space was soon required, and on the street immediately
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opposite the east entrance, a large riding school was acquired as a
Quartermaster Store and Warehouse. On this same street a house
was obtained as quarters for the female civilian employees. Two
large chateaux were rented to house the nursing personnel. The
officer personnel was billeted in private homes in the immediate
vicinity of the hospital.

With the signing of the Armistice the nature of the work of
the hospital changed. Its situation in close proximity to the Base
port of St. Nazaire and within easy rail connection with Brest, put
it in direct line for the evacuation of the sick and wounded to the
United States. The work of evacuation was early started and con-
voys were received and forwarded as rapidly as patients could be
prepared and re-equipped for the trip home. The organization was
not destined, however, to long remain in this work. In pursuance
of the policy of the Chief Surgeon’s office for the early return of the
hospitals first sent over, word was unofficially received Christmas
Eve, 1918, of the hospital’s return as soon as its relief arrived. On
January 2nd, Evacuation Hospital No. 36 reached Nantes from
Rennes and preparations were rushed for the transfer of the hos-
pital to that organization. This was accomplished January 16,
1919, and the command was prepared for embarkation. After
final inspections were made and the Unit officially reported ready,
it yet had several weeks to wait until orders to move arrived. The
officers finally left Nantes March 23rd, the nurses soon after, and
the enlisted men with three officers April 9th. They all ultimately
reached the United States and the organization was finally demobil-
ized April 29, at Camp Dix, N. J. The transport bringing the
officers home was the “Patricia,” one of the ships turned over by the
Germans after the armistice. The nurses crossed on the “George
Washington,” and the enlisted men on the “Walter A. Luckenbach.”

Major A. P. C. Ashhurst, the Director of the Unit, was pro-
moted Colonel and was assigned as Surgical Consultant of the im-
portant Hospital Centers of Nantes, Savenay and St. Nazaire.
During the course of the organization’s existence in the A. E. F.,
Major R. G. DeVoe, the Commanding Officer, was promoted Colonel,
and was placed in command of the Nantes Hospital Center; Major
Emory G. Alexander became Surgical Director of the Unit, Capt.
Ralph S. Bromer was promoted Lieut. Colonel and assumed com-
mand of Evacuation Hospital No. 36—the organization sent to
replace Base Hospital 34. Major Rutherford L. John was made
Chief Orthopaedic Surgeon of the Nantes Centre and Major John
P. Jones became Chief of Surgical Service of Evacuation Hospital
No. 36. Capt. John W. Moore was promoted Major and placed in
charge of the laboratories of the Nantes Centre and Miss Katharine
Brown, Chief Nurse, was made supervisor of nursing for the same
centre.
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While in service in the A. E. F. Reserve Nurse Alice Ireland
died at St. Nazaire, Base Hospital 101, of pneumonia. Private
Joseph F. Covert died of septicemia at Camp Hospital 15, and
Private James L. Murray of influenza at Base Hospital 34, A. E. F.

The Hospital furnished its quota of “Teams” for front line
work, as the organizations of Surgeons, Nurses and orderlies sent
from Base Hospitals in the rear to front line hospitals were called.
The first of these sent out was Surgical Team No. 23, headed by
Colonel Astley P. C. Ashhurst, M. C. He had with him as his
assistants Captain Henry S. Kerchner and Nurses Marguerita An-
drews, Ethel P. Kandle and Grace E. Stephens, and Privates
Winsor Josselyn and Joseph E. Miles. They left Nantes early in
April, 1918, going to Crevecoeur Le Grand, where they served with
Automobile Chirurgical Hospital No. 6, of the French Army, until
July. On July 18th they arrived at the American Red Cross Hos-
pital No. 1, Neuilly sur Seine, Paris, and remained there until
August 14th. They were then transferred to Evacuation Hospital
No. 6, American Army, serving with it during the Argonne cam-
paign. On November 18th Col. Ashhurst was transferred to
Savenay as Consultant in Surgery and Major Emory G. Alexander,
M. C., was sent to relieve him.

Surgical Team 24 was composed of Major Charles D. Lock-
wood, M. C., Capt. Irvine M. Boykin, M. C., and Capt. Louis W.
Frank, M. C. The nurses and enlisted men composing it were
Nurses Anna Behman and Katherine Holler, Privates Horace B.
Austin and Harry G. Bostick. This team served with the Amer-
ican Army in the Champagne and the Argonne sector, being sta-
tioned with several American Evacuation Hospitals.

During the course of the Summer a Gas and Shock Team in
charge of 1st Lt. (later Captain) Royal E. Durham, M. C., was
despatched to the front. The nursing and enlisted personnel of
the first team consisted of Nurse Jane D. Nicholson and Pvt.
William Vogel. It was first sent to the Central Laboratory at
Dijon for instruction purposes and from there was sent to the front,
serving with one of the American Evacuation Hospitals (No. 8)
during the Argonne drive.

During the course of the latter drive, the second team that had
been formed was broken up, Major Lockwood, Capt. Frank and
Miss Holler formed the nucleus of one and Capt. Boykin was placed
in charge of the other, with Lt. Simon and Miss Behman.

Immediately after the termination of hostilities, the various
surgical teams of the A. E. F. were returned to their respective
organizations. During late November and early December all the
personnel returned to Nantes and were attached to the Hospital,
for return to the United States.
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ROSTER AND PROMOTIONS OF ORIGINAL PERSONNEL, TRANSFERS OF

OFFICERS FOR DuTY WITH BASE HOSPITAL NoO. 34; TRANSFER OF

ENLISTED MEN FOR DuUTY WITH BASE HOSPITAL No. 34; TRANSFER

OF ENLISTED PERSONNEL OF BASE HoSPITAL No. 34 TO OTHER
ORGANIZATIONS.

ROSTER OF ORIGINAL PERSONNEL
(As of September 8th, 1917.)

MAJORS. Promotions.
DEVOE: R:¥G4 S tun e Sl S W (Ch =il I, Cl 2ol ik
ASETHI RS A TITAFAYE PH (6 NS S, M.R.C.—I1st Lt. Col. 2nd Col.
ATEAND ERSEN O R G s e R e
GARSONGTOHN Bl =20 00 e il s NRA G

CAPTAINS.

BROMER SRATIRE ST Sy . M.R.C.—1st Major. 2nd Lt. Col.
TOENS TS RN RE QR S M. R. C.—1st Major
MOORE,SJOEINGWA St v i E R o M. R. C.—1st Major

WELKER, HENRY C. ... . M.R.C.

LEVING RABHARR T sed Ss b il ol oo Q.M. C.

FIRST LIEUTENANTS.
1B RN ST R VTN FT ea M. R. C.—1st Captain
BIZBYA S BENJAMIN S S S A (R (2 | st Gaptain
@ARPENTGERS GEARTNESSESe .. M.R.C.—1st Captain
T RIETATVISRRI0)YZAV VS s S M. R. C.—1st Captain
EYINON, JOHN e Siiss diwa i) M. R. C.—1st Captain
FRANK, LOUISAW. Sitsniersin e o 0 M. R. C.—1st Captain
JONES FTOHNPE e ies S SR e iy M. R. C.—1st Captain. 2nd Majm
KERGHNBR S HENRYES S s M.R C.—1st Captain
PAL S TOHN DS St e v M.R C.—1st Captain
SPROWL, RAYMOND 4o 08 o0 M R G 1ot Capinin, i Moy
WOLEE, JOHN B o= - oo o oM RG st Gapraim
WILSON, GEORGE ... At MENIRL G TSt Gaprain
WINEERS KARIE DS & S M. R. C.—1st Captain
GOLEMAN GEORCE AT S S D.R. C.—1st Captain
CROLL, FABER W. .. D.R.C.—1st Captain
DOUGLAS: MALCOEM G ST e San. Cps.—1st Captain

CHAPLAIN.

CROTON: JTOHN IM: ity i e AL RS G (st
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CHIEF NURSE.
BROWN, MISS KATHARINE

NURSES.
Andrews, Margarita Graybill, Elda MacCracken, Matilda
Anthony, Vivien H. Griffen, Lucy E. McCoy, Anna L.
Grimke, Henrietta
Bahn, Jeannette Mills, Pattie J.
Bahner, Merdi D. Haney, Elizabeth Mowery, Estelle
Behman, Anna Hassler, Sophie R.
Bonawitz, Mary Hay, Lillian J. Nicholson, Jane D.
Brooke, Meta C. Heistand, Amanda J.
Brown, Olive Henneberger, Ruth Owens, Nell
Buchanan, Sarah F. Hess, Etta
Holler, Katherine Rabaugh, Florence M.
Comly, Jane Horton, Ann Robinson, Ella
Cook, Marion V. Hummel, Margaret A. Ralph, Margarita
Calvert, Grace T.
Clark, Florence E. Y Ireland, Alice Shun, Dorothy
Sickles, Edith M.
Dow, Alice Kandle, Ethel P. Sprague, Wahneta
Kauffman, Lena M. Stevens, Grace E.
Echternach, Marion H. Kee, Isabelle
Elm, Cora Kelsey, Elizabeth Tatterschall, Bessie
Turner, Cecilia S.
Feagley, Marybelle O. Lavin, Kathryn
Fellows, Anna N. Leader, Helen J. Wentzell, Leslie
Lehman, Margaret Whiteman, Margaret
Geisinger, Estelle M. Lewis, Diana Winslow, Anelka B.
Gemberling, Laura London, Abbie Wise, Elsie B.

Grabill, Edna S.

CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES.

Byrne, Frances E. Kent, Anna S. Osgood, Millie E.
Franks, Gertrude Krips, Mildred H. Sutherland, Edith
Y Deceased.

PROMOTIONS OF ENLISTED PERSONNEL.

To Second Lieutenant, Corps of Engineers.
Pvt. 1/Cl. Clothier, William R.

To Second Lieutenant, Field Artillery.
Pvt. 1/Cl. Kidder, Almon N.

To First Lieutenant, Sanitary Corps.
Sgt. 1/Cl. Thielens, William R.

To Second Lieutenant, Sanitary Corps.

Sgt. 1/Cl. Fuessle, Charles K. Sgt. 1/Cl. Keller, Samuel H.
Sgt. 1/Cl. Gamber, William V. Sgt. 1/Cl. White, Edwin H.
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ENLISTED MEN AND THEIR FINAL RANK WITH B. H. 34.

Page 34

Adams, Durward C.,
Bytl/Cl:

Adams, Palmer L., Sgt.

Adler, Samuel H., Cook

Alker, Ralph, Sgt.

Arnold, George L., Cook

Austin, Horace B., Pvt. 1/CL

Bacon, William H., Sgt.
Bond, Francis E., Pvt.
Bonno, Harold F., Pvt.1/CL
Bromer, Albert W., Sgt.
Burrows, Thos. A., Jr., Sgt.
Byrom, Lewis F., Pvt.1/Cl.
Baldwin, James A., Pvt.1/Cl.
Bannon, Thos. J., Pvt.1/CL
Bauer, William T., Sgt.1/Cl.
Bell, John M., Cpl.

Berstler, Sidney R., Pvt. 1 /Cl.
Biggs, Lewis V., Jr., Pvt. 1 /Cl.
Bodine, Joseph H., Sgt.

Campbell, Donald M.,

12X LA
Campbell, Thos. P., Sgt. 1/Cl.
Canerdy, Herbert P., Sgt.
Chandler, Donald, Pvt.1/Cl.
Charlton, Chas. P., Pvt.1/Cl.
Cline, Leslie M., Pvt.1/Cl.
Clothier, Wm. R., Pvt.1/ClL
Corts, Ernest, Pvt.

w Covert, Joseph F., Pvt. 1 /CL

@roll e on S EES NP v 15//(G] &

Day, Alfred D., Pvt.1/CL
Day: Johnt B Rvt-el /Gl
DeCoursey, Earl, Pvt.1/Cl
Delaney, Joseph J., Pvt.1/Cl.
Doriot, Jules F., Pvt.1/CL
Dubois, Earl, Sgt.

Ellis, William C., Sgt.
Espenshade, Saml. H., Cook
Evans, Lawrence R., Pvt. 1 /CL.

Fanning, James A., Pvt.1/CL
Felton, William H., Cpl.

Fetterolf, Allan C., Sgt.
Fleming, Edwin H., Pvt. 1/CL
Furbush, Carleton, Pvt.1/Cl.

Gamber, William,
2nd Lt. San. Cps.
Goddard, George O., Cook
Guildford, Rowland,
Patel /CL

Halkett, James S., Pvt. 1/ClL
Hammond, Earl C., Pvt. 1/Cl.
Hannum, Wm. T., Pvt.1/CL
Hartwell, Ralf L., Pvt.1/Cl.
Hayes, Ralph B., Pvt.1/Cl.
Hedges, Thos., Jr., Pvt.1/CL
Heimach, Geo. S., Pvt.1/ClL
Hoke, Karl B., Sgt.

Jennings, Edward B.,
Boil /GL.

Kames, Wm. S., Pvt.1/Cl
Kauffman, Wm. C., Pvt. 1/ClL
Keller, Samuel H., 2nd Lt.
Kelly, Robert P., Pvt.1/ClL
Kidder, Almon N., Pvt.1/CL
King, Robert L., Pvt.

Kluttz, Lex W., Sgt.

Kraft, Harold F., Cook

Langton, James J., Pvt.1/Cl.
Levin, Nathan, Sgt.1/ClL
Levy, Abram J., Pvt.1/Cl.
Levy, Jesse S., Pvt.1/Cl.
Lipsky, Mannie E., Pvt. 1 /Cl.
Little, Henry W., Pvt.1/CL
Little, John A., Pvt.1/Cl.
Livolsi, Luidi, Pvt.1/ClL
Loomis, Chas. H., Pvt.1/Cl.
Lukens, Edward F., Jr.,
Pvt. 1/ClL
Lukens, Matthew G.,

Evt:1 /Gl
Lutz, George R., Pvt.1/Cl.
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MacClaskey, Austin G., Cook
MacDowell, Thos. W., Pvt.
MacMillan, Jas. J., Sgt.1/Cl.
McCormack, Joseph A.,
Ryt 17/ Cl
McElroy, Clayton, Jr., Sgt.
McLaughlin, Charles C.,
1847, 1L ACHL
McLaughlin, Edward P.,
Pvt. 1/Cl

Maier, Edwin H., Pvt.1/Cl.
Mann, Edward M., Pvt. 1/Cl.
Marceaux, Theodore,

1857, 1L /ACHL
Martin, Robt. B., Pvt.1/CIL
Merkel, John G., Sgt.
Miles, Joseph E., Pvt.1/CIl.

Moll, Raymond A., Sgt.1/Cl.

Moore, Carlisle C., Pvt.1/Cl.
Moore, James O., Pvt.1/Cl
Moore, Joseph P., Sgt.
Morris, Fred. H., Cook
Morrison, John C., Pvt.1/CIl.

% Murray, Jas. L., Pvt.1/ClL

Neiffer, Grover W., Pvt. 1/Cl.
Newell, Harry P., Cook

O’Donnell, John J., Pvt. 1/Cl

Patchett, Henry P., Pvt.1/Cl.
Patterson, Jos. S., Pvt.1/CL
Pitts, Edmund M., Sgt.1/Cl.
Y Pomeroy, Richard S., Cpl.
Porterfield, David H.,

By 515/Gls
Prather, Perry F., Pvt.1/Cl

Raup, Harold H., Pvt.1/ClL
Rich, Harold L., Pvt.1/CL
Riggins, Charles W., Pvt.
Robinson, John G., Pvt.1/Cl.
Rosser, Louis A., Pvt.1/ClL
Rounsley, Nelson S.,

124715, 1L /ACIL

Y Deceased.

Sanderson, Sidney, Pvt.1/Cl.
Sands, Richard M., Pvt. 1/Cl.
Sausser, Malcolm G.,
Serel/@l
Shetter, Claire A., Pvt.1/ClL
Simpson, Harry S., Pvt. 1/ClL
Slepicka, Joseph J., Sgt.
Smith, Fred E., Sgt.
Smith, Robert C., Pvt.1/Cl
Somers, John W., Pvt.1/CL
Sparks, Thomas J., Pvt. 1/CL
Spellissy, Fred W., Sgt.

Starr, Lawrence M., Pvt.1/CIl.

Stern, Adiel M., Sgt.1/Cl.
Sterling, Elwood, Pvt.1/Cl.
Stoffel, Frank N., Cook
Stout, Charles H., Pvt.1/Cl.
Strauss, Irving B., Cpt.
Sullivan, John A., Pvt.1/Cl

Tamoshatis, Peter, Pvt.1/CIl.
Tanner, John R., Pvt.1,ClL
Taylor, Arthur N., Jr.,

Pvt. 1/Cl.
iaylor ] ohnB C=ES ot510/@12
Thielens, William, Sgt.1/ClL.
Tobin, Michael F., Sgt.
Turner, John, Sgt.1/ClL

Vogel, William, Pvt.1/ClL

Wales, Percy A., Sgt.
Y Walker, Jas. A., Pvt.1/Cl

Walker, Norbert J., Pvt. 1/Cl.
Weinert, Arthur O., Pvt. 1/Cl.

White, Edwin H., 2nd Lt.
Whitehead, Robert S.,
Pvt.1,/Cl
Whiteley, Jas. H., Sgt.1/Cl.
Wiley, David C., Pvt.1/Cl.
Williams, Henry A., Cpl.

Williams, Henry D., Pvt. 1 /Cl.

Yeager, Jesse M., Pvt.1/CL
Young, Joseph J., Pvt.1/CL
Young, William J., Pvt.1/CL

Zinni, Nicholas, Cook
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TRANSFERS OF OFFICERS FOR DUTY WITH BASE HOSPITAL NoO. 34.

Majors.

Hlannh airnt i olin & R e M.
........... .M.

Fife, Charles F.
Lockwood. Charles D.
Long, William H. .......
Marxmiller, Harry G.
Ostheimer, At ]S
Bepper O NP
Sharpe, John S. ........
Spalding, William C. .
Wickert, Howard T. ...

Captains.
McCaskey, Francis H.

Moser, Reuben A. ...
Swan, Guy H.

Yot oloteYotototots)

coo

First Lieutenants.

O’Brien, William H. J. ... M.
Oelschlegel, Herbert O. ...
Simon’ | Gharles R

Bone, Pinckney H.
Tousey, Thomas G. I
Rahna¥oseph? [l SNSea G s i (8 D.

CONNNn

Second Lieutenants.

Moore ®losepht EE S Su e v Q.M.
Roomey:ETuohis s Q.M.

oo

Chaplain.
Clash, Charles W.

TRANSFERS OF ENLISTED MEN FOR DUTY WITH BASE HOSPITAL
No. 34, AND FINAL RANK HELD WITH ORGANIZATION.

Bostick, Harry G., Pvt.1/CL
Fuessle, Charles K., 2nd Lt. San. Cps.
Gates, Albert P., Cpl.

Gates, Carl, Pvt.1/ClL

Josselyn, Lewis, Pvt.1/Cl.
Josselyn, Winsor, Pvt.1/Cl.
Wenzell, Amos, Cook
Wilkinson, Harry, Sgt.1/Cl.

REPLACEMENT DRAFT OF JUNE, 1918, FROM CAMP GREENLEAF,
(GEORGIA.

Crist S rwin® D S Py sl v/ Els

Hafeman, George A., Pvt.1/CI.
Haines, Francis D., Pvt.1/CL
Hardin, M. Guy, Sgt.

Hirschfield, Leonard A., Pvt.1/Cl.
Howell, Joseph N., Pvt.1/Cl.

Kerlagon, Fred J., Pvt.1/Cl
Eloyd SR ayMIESSP i1 /(E]:
Masloff, Albert T., Pvt.1/ClL
Ogden, Herman, Pvt.1/Cl.

Perry, Wannie L., Cpl.
Peterson, Walter A., Pvt.1/Cl.

Richards, Dexter, Pvt.1/Cl.
Riecke, Frederick H., Cpl.
Robinson, Jr., James, Pvt.1/CL
Rockel, Curley, Pvt.1/Cl.

Schultz, Richard R., Pvt.1/CL
Seese, Foster” M., Pyt 1 /Cl.
Sherwood, Roy L., Pvt.1/Cl.
Stauffer, Harry M., Pvt.1/Cl.
Stoniulis, Peter, Cook

el @ar SESSS ot

Thompson, Hoyt A., Pvt.1/Cl.
Toothman, George W., Pyt.1/Cl.
Tower, Kenneth A., Sgt.

Tucker, Cornelius, Pvt.1/Cl.

Wadsworth, Daniel D., Pvt.1/Cl.
Weaver, Ronald W., Pvt.1/Cl.
Wellenkamp, Carl K., Pvt. 1/Cl.
Wheelock, Ralph L., Pvt.1/Cl.
Whiteman, Jacob F., Pvt.1/Cl.
Whitney, J. B., Pvt.1/Cl
Wildfong, Frank C., Pvt.1/Cl.
Witovz, 1Pl R, 12, 1L ACTL
Wirt, Virgil 0., Pvt.1/ClL
Woodworth, Wilbur W., Sgt.
Woods, Willard T., Pvt.1/CL
Wright, Wallace B., Pvt. L/EIL

TRANSFER OF ENLISTED PERSONNEL OF BASE HoSPITAL No. 34 To
OTHER ORGANIZATIONS AT ALLENTOWN.

Corts, Ernest
King, Robert L.
MacDowell, Thomas W.
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Walker, James A.









G@E@NET A STLEY P. C. ASHHURST

OLONEL ASTLEY P. C. ASHHURST assumed charge of the
hospital in May, 1917, upon the retirement of Dr. Charles
H. Frazier as Director. At the time he was in civilian life,
Visiting Surgeon to the Episcopal Hospital and to the
Orthopedic Hospital and Infirmary for Nervous Diseases, also Asso-
ciate in Surgery in the Medical Department of the University of
Pennsylvania. Under his direction, the equipment was purchased,
officers, nurses and enlisted men enrolled, and all preparations made
for the call to active service. Upon the hospital’s arrival in France
he was most active in aiding in the remodeling of the Seminary
Building and the organization of the professional services and de-
partments of the Hospital. In April, 1918, he was ordered to the
Front in charge of a Surgical Team, and remained there until the
end of November, 1918, serving at various stations. During the
spring of 1918 he was promoted Lieutenant Colonel, and in the late
fall of the same year Colonel. Before his return home he was
made Surgical Consultant of the Savenay, Nantes and St. Nazaire
Hospital Areas.

PEN AND INK BY DORIOT
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MOBILIZATION

over three months since enlistment, the members of Base

Hospital No. 34 were finally called into active service.

To the majority the news came in the form of a letter,
dated September 6, 1917, ordering them to report the next day at
the Episcopal Hospital. To the out-of-town members telegrams
were despatched. By all, the news was received with great joy,
for upon enlistment they had been promised a very early departure
for France, and were at this time beginning to lose all hope of ever
getting across. It must never be forgotten that one of the great-
est factors in the rapid recruiting of Base Hospital 34 was the gen-
eral idea given that the early days of May would find the unit on
its way for France.

Friday morning, September 7, found an enthusiastic group of
young men, slowly growing in numbers, assembled on the grounds
of the Episcopal Hospital. Many times in the preceding months,
small groups had gathered there to receive the dreaded inoculations
for typhoid and paratyphoid. But this had none of the disinter-
ested bearing of the former groups; this time all were keen for the
work before them, and the prevailing spirit was full of promise for
the future success of the unit.

: FTER having waited expectantly and rather impatiently for

The Episcopal Hospital, Philadelphia
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While waiting to receive orders from the Registrar, who had
not yet arrived, the men looked over part of the equipment for
Base 34, which was stored in the stable of the hospital. Every-
thing was boxed, still some idea was given of the completeness of
the outfit by the sizes and number of boxes. The time was passed,
too, by listening very attentively to Henry Patchett’s dissertation
on the necessities for trench life. Sporting a brand new khaki uni-
form and speaking in a voice that brooked no contradiction, he held
the novices spellbound. Many thought he was the commanding
officer, and straightway resolved to purchase trunks to take the
extra underwear, socks and fine tooth comb, etc., which he seriously
advised would be indispensable. Henry’s spell was only broken by
the first appearance of the Danville Ford, driven into the grounds
by no less a personage than D. C. Adams. Adams, too, was in
uniform, and from his bearing it was quite easy to guess that he
was the first in line for promotion. Ah, looking back, what amus-
ing recollections arise! With what increasing appetites did the
members look forward to the delicious cooking “Teddy” Marceaux
promised them, and how they marveled at his fluent interpretation
of the French “wig-wag” language. How enviously did they gaze
upon “Eddie” Maier’s gun, and wonder if some day they, too, might
wear one. What wisdom Horace Austin imparted, and what an
inexhaustible fountain he was. These and many other first im-
pressions will never be forgotten.

At last Lieutenant Douglas arrived, clinking spurs and all.
The men were treated to their first look at a really handsome sol-
dier. He soon got down to work and picked some of the men to
finish packing and shipping the remaining equipment. The rest
were told to report the next morning in old clothes, prepared to
leave for Allentown, Pa. After that the men hastened home to
wind up such matters as required their attention, and to say good-
bye to everyone. All believed the stay at Allentown would be for
but a few days, and that this would be their last opportunity to see
their friends and families before sailing.

The next morning found the same men on the same grounds,
but far differently attired. The appearance the day before might
have suggested business and college men, but now they looked more
like the laborers of a contracting firm. Going up into the hospital
building, each one was given a Red Cross comfort kit, and then they
were divided alphabetically into groups, and specially chosen
leaders assigned to take charge of them. Great was the feeling of
responsibility as these men took charge, and how obediently their
subordinates responded! The train for Allentown did not leave
until noon, so the scoutmasters were told to have their boys at the
station a half hour before that time. Each was then free for the
rest of the morning. Most of the boys spent the time in the movies

Page 41



BASE HOQSEI ] AL 5

and then had lunch. “Sammy” Adler and “Jess” Levy tried to
purchase the entire soap supply of a five-and-ten store, for they
had heard soap was very scarce in France.

As the time approached for the train to leave, the men strag-
gled slowly into the station, much to the discomfort of their acting
sergeants, who seemed overwhelmed with the authority invested
in them. Very soon the officers entered. It was their first appear-
ance in a body and in uniform. The enlisted men stood looking at
them in awe. However, Major Ashhurst dispelled this feeling by
greeting the boys in his own refreshing military manner, and
proved that there really was something human in uniform.

It was not long before the gate was opened and the men en-
trained. The first four coaches were assigned to Base Hospital 34,
and as soon as the men took their respective places, guards were
placed at both ends of the cars and no one was allowed to leave
them. It was the first experience of military discipline, which all
learned so to love later on. The sense of humility was so strong in
Adiel Stern that he surprised “Pud” Simpson, the acting sergeant
of the guard, by smartly saluting him when asking for permission
to pass from one car to another. Give “Pud” his due. Despite
many -desperate attempts to escape, his “border” record was not
marred by a single successful one.

When the train reached Ambler, a pleasant surprise was given
by the Red Cross of that town, who had gathered to see Charlton,
Kelly and Walker off. They passed through the train and gave the
boys candy, cigarettes and ice cream. The rest of the journey was
spent in playing cards and spinning yarns. Horace Austin was
again in a receptive mood, and what he was not going to do in
France was not worth doing. He had a drawing board and
T-square with him, and he did not mind confiding that he hoped to
do quite a little sketching in his spare moments. “Teddy”
Marceaux had his own group to entertain. His instructions as to
the politeness to be used in France were quite enlightening. He
said that a Frenchman would take no offense if one told him to “Go
to H——"" and said “s’il vous plait” in conjunction with the invita-
tion.

About 3.30 the train arrived at Allentown, and everyone was
glad to get out and stretch. Very soon a baseball game was going
on, with an umbrella for a bat and a crumpled newspaper for a ball.
Over an hour was spent in standing around, before the men were
lined up to march to camp. Everyone was given definite orders to
step off with the left foot and keep their line straight, but it was
not necessary, for trucks had arrived from the camp, and all rode
up to the fair grounds, where the men got their first look at what
was to be their home for the next two months—Camp Crane of
fond memory.
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34’ at ALLENTOWN
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ALLENTOWN

N camp at last and with luck enough to be placed in one of the
three new barracks that had been erected. As it was late
in the day, the men were lined up for the first time for army
mess. Naturally, civilian uniforms were not in accord with

the army regulations, so the veterans directed their remarks at the
crowd, “Where are you all from?’ “How many of you?’ “How
long are you going to stay?”’ It did not take long to get accus-
tomed to the army line up and the first meal was quite a novelty.
The evening was spent in getting an issue of cots and blankets,
which were arranged to suit the small groups of new-made friends.

The first night in camp will long be remembered, with
“Trooper” Simpson in command for the first and only time. Ideas
carried over from civilian life did not agree with the military rules,
and “Trooper” made many threats as to the punishment that would
be received if order was not maintained. Most of the men spent a
cold night dressed in their pajamas, which soon became a thing of
the past.

Promptly at 5.30 the next morning the men were greeted with
the bugler’s “FIRST CALL,” and then the “Trooper’s” “Up MEN”;
and as most of them had spent an uncomfortable night, it did not
take much urging to get them out.

The second day in camp was Sunday, with little activity except
for the many visitors who were anxious
to spend the day with their boys, among
them being many of the mothers and
fathers and friends of this unit. Part
of the afternoon was spent in issuing
to men portions of their uniforms,
which was an interesting feature to
them, as by this time civilian clothes
had become very conspicuous and an-
noying.

Most of the boys made themselves
more comfortable the second night, as
necessity demanded that they arrange
their blankets in a practical way and
not remove so much clothing; so, except
for the hard cots, they were pretty well
satisfied.

“Morning!” The third day several more of the
Page 44




NI ORI D W AR

men arrived, and every day thereafter for about a week new
men came in. They were gradually issued their uniforms, and
on the fourth day we were visited by one of the camp non-coms
with the imposing title of acting Sergeant-Major. He wanted to
know why Base 34 was not working, so the unit was lined up

5.30 A, M, First call
5.40 Reveille
5.45 Agsembly
5.00 Exercises
6.05 Recall
3]6.10 Fatigue
6.30 Sick call
73415 Mess
3.00 Drill
9.30 Recall
9.45:10.45 School
12.20 P, M. Mess
1.30:3.00 Recreation
3.00 prill
4.45 Recall
520 First call Retreat
5.50 Retreat
6.lD Mess
9.30 Tattoo
11.19 Taps

1. Section A at Pup Tent Drill being “inspected” by one of the “Pennsylvania
Dutch.” 2. Section B at Drill. 3. As we were with Pack Slung—"“British” H. A.
Williams. 4. Pack Inspection. 5. Constructing Furniture for the Office—Stern, Hoke,
Tanner. 6. The Chef of the Bellevue—“Teddy.” 7. The Pack Inspection Layout—as it
never looked—and (center) The Order of the Day.
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according to height, and arranged in three sections; namely, A, B
and C. They then started their army training, to the amusement

TIYI Ny

AR D

1. The Morning Washout. 2. Modern
Prairie Schooners. 3. Leading a Dog’s
Life—Puptentville. 4. Without apologies

to Sousa—31’s Youngstown Band.
Page 46

of the old men in the camp. The
Manual of the Sanitary Corps
was used, and by the end of the
first day the recruits were able
to execute ‘“squads east” and
“squads west,” and felt very
much like soldiers. They at-
tracted much attention while
drilling. This may have been
due either to their pep in the
various movements, or perhaps,
their civilian caps, and breeches
with no leggins, and in many in-
stances low shoes.

It is sufficient to know that
they were not long in adjusting
themselves to the situation.
Base Hospital 31 soon arrived in
camp, and 34 assigned itself to
the task of showing the new unit
the ins and outs of the place.

The location of Camp Crane
was very favorable from many
points of view. First of all, it
was situated in Allentown, Pa.,
which was a railroad -center,
making it possible to ship and
receive supplies and equipment
to and from necessary points,
such as Philadelphia and New
York, the overseas shipping
point.

The camp was built on the
Fair Grounds, which was one of
the best in the country. The
area of the site was about five
acres, with two main entrances,
which were always a source of
trouble at night for the soldier
who had to get out but was
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ALLENTOWN

1. On the way to Mess—the hungry mob. 2. The Mess Hall. 3. John and the
Lizzies. 4. Slum Guns—the rolling kitchens. 5. Hitting the Roads. 6. Inspection by
the French Military Attache from Washington. Left to right—Majs. Ashhurst,
Alexander, and Carson; Capts. Welker, Hurd, John, Levin, and Lt. Propst. 7. 34’s

Barracks. 8. Sunning the Beds.
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minus a pass. It was originally opened as a training camp for
the U. S. A. A. S.

The main building consisted of a new reinforced concrete
grandstand, which had been erected a few years previous. The
transformation for the emergency was easily completed, as the
broad seats and steps made an ideal barracks, according to the
men who were comfortably sheltered in suitable buildings. Many
mechanical contrivances were erected to protect the occupants
from the wind.

Walking around the structure, the visitor was surprised to find
the inside of the grandstand converted into what was then the
largest mess hall in the country. Its capacity was from five to six
thousand men, and mess lines were formed, the usual wait being
from thirty to forty-five minutes. However, the time was made
pleasant by pitching pennies and getting into trouble with the
adjacent lines. It was impossible to read the daily paper without
seeing smoke and looking down just in time to see one’s paper
enveloped in flames. :

Throughout the remainder of the grounds were to be found
former exhibition buildings of various kinds, horse stables, and pig
pens, all making comfortable sleeping quarters. The fatal drill
grounds were located directly in front of the grandstand, and so,
of course, was the race track, which was used to park trucks and
ambulances. The best structures were reserved for the more
important organizations, so the three new barracks were occupied
by the three Base Hospitals, 31 and 27, with 34 between to render
assistance to either side.

The barracks were comfortable; two floors, and with steam
heat and warm water installed, for unknown
reasons, just a week before the unit depart-
ed. By the end of the second week the men
had taken their uniforms to the Q. M. so
many times, and had been assured so often
that they were made to fit them, that they
were finally satisfied, and did not feel con-
spicuous in them. They were marched
through the streets occasionally to accustom
themselves to parading down Unter den
Linden. It was now time to look about for
non-coms, so for acting Sergeants the big
chiefs appointed Whiteley for Section A,
“Rex” the Mascot. and  DBromer for Section B, and McElroy for Sec-

Molel tion C. These men were chosen because of
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THE MEN AT CAMP CRANE,
THE ORIGINAL PERSONN OFFI
Raup, Yeager, MeCormack, Jennings Dorit, Pomeroy, Stoffel, Ausin, Ganerdy, T, Compbell, Spellis, Moris. DeCoursey, Second Row, siting: A, J. Loy, Newell, Nieier, Adler, W, J. Young
< ev elker, Bromer, Majs. Ashhurst, DeVoe, Alexander, Capts. Hurd, Moore, Lts, Paul, Sprowl, Jones, Kerschner, Johns, Pi Durham, C £ t P : :
H. D. Williams, Kames, MacDowell, F. Smith, L ,'N. Levin, Rosser, Hoke, Furbush, F WA it ] vy Thicd Rov sianding: Bromer " Thielens, White, Sund Wh.wlmd Eeperatate, H AL Willisuss Hanss, E- Tabonis Guillord, Kanieman: AT/, Walker: Bondl Bisca 3 A Littho l}'\?“"vx.llﬁrf"‘ﬁ'&h.ﬁ'a"l‘t‘ﬂin&f s, B W
Lie, Tobin, skMurray, Moll Pitts, D. Adams. Ronn}')r). }Jum Baldvin, Strauss, ijxsl;{). n.g%“ Sulivan, Burrows, kCover Porterfield, f; 0, M e, Merkel ka, J. Taylor, A. Taylor, Kidder, Hartwell. Rear Row: MacClaskey, Bacon, J. J. Moore, Bodine, Fleming, Langdon, Alker, E. McLaughlin, €. McLaughlin, Hedges,
D. Campbell, Charlton, Kelly, N. Walker, Klutz, A. Day, Dn), amber, Hammon Smith, Mann, Clothier, Loomis, Goddard, Fetterol IL), siunl M. Lukens, \hlrs, \uuhhun, P. Adams, Vogel, Corts, Sterling, Rich, Felton, O'Donnell, Halkett, Riggins, Prather, St Bell, C. M 3 ¢
MaElioy. Bewio. & The Stars indicate the men who died in tha service. - Rt C Mooee, Tamner, Sanmme e

inert, Right of Cente

Left to Right—Front, sitting on the ground: Chandler, Zinni, Patterson, Fanning, Wales, Kraft, Byrom, W,
1 Lt. Eynon, Capts.

Martin, King, Bauer, Delaney, Tamoshatis, Livolsi, J. J. Young, Sparks, Ls. Carpenter, Wil s, Winter, Capt.
Cr
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their “excellence” in drill. They were put in full charge of their
respective sections, and naturally there was much competition.

Many of the men had been vaccinated before coming to camp,
but to be on the safe side they were put through the whole schedule
again, after which a thorough medical examination was given to all.
The result made it necessary to drop three men from the roll;
namely, Walker, MacDowell and Riggins. Riggins, however, was
not new at the army game, and afterwards was appointed top
Sergeant and placed in the camp Post Exchange.

As time passed, and rumors of overseas orders began circulat-
ing, drilling was increased, and hikes “without” became the fashion.
One evening the important notice, “BASE HOSPITAL 34 REPORT TO
CAMP AT ONCE,” was posted on every movie screen and announced
from every theatre in town. Scouting parties were sent to the Bible
Classes, Y. M. C. A, C. E. S., and other favorite haunts in town,
and every one hurried back to barracks with the expectation of
leaving for France. To their disappointment they were only
issued their equipment. Taps had blown, so the new issue could
not be examined until the next morning.

The fact that the unit had received its ordnance meant an
entirely new schedule. First of all pup tent drill, not difficult, but
interesting to the extent that it was not strenuous, was instituted.
It was at one of these drills that Riggins declared himself and
scored a point on acting Sergeant Whiteley, who did not seem to
hold the favor he had had while in the police force. After much
practice, the sections became quite proficient in handling the small
tents, and every day chose a new field in which to trample down the
grass or grain.

Gradually the packs became less of a burden, and on Monday
mornings, after returning on the SPECIAL from Philadelphia (which
was chartered for the U. S. A. A. S. only), it was possible to roll

Officers Ready for a Hike
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packs and hike out into the country for ten or fifteen miles. Major
Ashhurst, being the leader, set a man’s size pace, to which Sections
A and B gradually accustomed themselves, while Section C, being
composed of the shorter men, fell into a dog trot.

Lt. Winters, who was the only officer with a military bearing,
always conducted all hikes, whether long or short, and at times
was wont to be humorous, leading the men into difficult places—
barriers, as it were—he explained later that the roads in France
might not all be good. On one occasion he nobly led his forces up
a steep and dangerous incline, and, much to his chagrin, found it
was blocked by a thick woods. Not to be daunted, he instantly re-
versed his orders and marched them down again. This was so much
appreciated by the men that they marched home to this song of
victory :

“There was once a Loot with a hundred and fifty men,
He marched them up the hill, and he marched them down again,
When they were up they were up, and when they were down they
were down,
But when they were half way up, they were neither up nor down.”

The Saturday morning inspections, which occurred at a little
before eight o’clock, were in every respect up to military regula-
tions, and it was the source of much amusement to the ones that
were well shaved to observe the C. O. stop before some unfortunate
individual who had probably never shaved in his life, and demand
why he was in such shape for inspection.

Immediately following inspection the more fortunate men
could be seen shedding their packs, removing their canvas leggings,
replacing them by leathers and starting off at a quick pace, en-
deavoring to be on time for the eight o’clock special for Philadel-
phia. The less lucky ones were compelled to stay in camp, but the
Honor passes which were issued to all A class men gave them an
opportunity to buy themselves a real dinner, or even go so far as to
visit some of their new-made girl friends. The Hotel Allen seemed
to be the most popular place in town. This popularity, if investi-
gated, would have been found to be due to large easy chairs, radia-
tors and writing desks. This probably was not a paying proposi-
tion for the management, however.

Every added week made the boys feel more at home, and by
the time Hallowe’en arrived a very attractive and interesting enter-
tainment was planned. The barracks were trimmed for the occa-
sion, and the talent that responded to the call was so unusual that
it attracted the attention of many of the men from the various
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other organizations. The personnel were favored with a short talk
by the C. O., Major DeVoe, and a very interesting description by
Capt. Hurd of his medical work with the Russian Army, he being
one of the few American doctors in the Russian service.

The questions of non-coms grew stronger and stronger, one or
two lucky ones were appointed, and the army system of choosing
the remainder was decided upon. In other words, the man who
had the ability or luck to get through the manual of drill move-
ments was recommended, and in some instances given a warrant.

A Top Sergeant not to be chosen from the ranks was needed
to take complete charge of the personnel, so Sgt. Harry Wilkin-
son was brought in, and, of course, his word was law. His pres-
ence was at least an advantage to many of the aspiring non-coms,
who could now PASS THE BUCK, a thing which was soon in vogue.
With Sergeant Harry at the head, a new schedule was made up
with several added features, among which was litter drill. Litter
drill, it was explained, was to play a very important part in the
work of the unit when it reached the other side and had been
assigned to a fighting sector.

Four men were required to engineer a stretcher, each man
having his own work to take care of. Summing it up, every move
was a count which agreed with the manual. After a very few
lessons the squads became expert, and at times could move a patient
without counting. At its best, it did not appeal to most of the men,
there being little action, and the frost and cold at that time of the
year demanded movement.

The next feature was beneficial in every way, regardless of
where the unit might be located. It was First Aid and the ele-
mentary principles of medicine. The detachment was divided into
classes comprising about eight men each, with an officer as instruc-
tor. The course included first aid as applied to cuts, burns, and
accidents, and different kinds of bandaging. Major Carson gave a
very interesting and instructive course on the structure of the
human body, which was a big help in the work that was to follow.

34’s first appearance in a body before the public was in honor
of the second Liberty Loan, when the whole camp did its bit by
parading for the cause. The unit had been drilled and trained to
a point where it was possible for it to make a good showing, and
the men proudly maneuvered before a tremendous crowd of patri-
otic citizens. The next parade call came a few days later, when a
general of the French army reviewed the troops in camp. It was
a grand success, and Sgt. Harry led his men past the Reviewing
Stand several times, the third lap being the final one. On this occa-
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1 and 4. Police Details. 2. “You're Next!” 3. Taking it Easy. 5. Mail!
6. Bacon Doing His Wash.
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sion Riggins was overcome by ‘“fatigue,” and it was necessary for
him to abandon his pack and belt and drop out.

Base Hospital 27, who had been a staunch friend of 34’s from
the first, pulled up stakes and left the camp late one afternoon,
after which their barracks were turned into an office and sleeping
quarters for the officers. The departure of these Pittsburgh friends
caused a feeling of unrest that was hard to control, and which was
only smothered when several cards were received, stating that they
were enjoying life in pup tents, and expected to return to camp in
a few days.

It was one of the few reports that proved to be true, and the
following Sunday afternoon saw the happy crowd back home.
However, their barracks were taken and they were forced to accept
one of the exhibition buildings for their new home. They remained
but a few days, however, for the work on the other side was call-
ing, and shortly afterwards Base Hospital 27 started on its long
journey across the Atlantic.

Their departure left a dissatisfied bunch of men bewailing
their fate because orders were slow in arriving, and fearing the war
would end without giving the best hospital in camp an opportunity
to play a part in the big show. Much consolation was derived,
however, by explaining to their neighbors from Youngstown that
in all probability they would not get away before the New Year.

As 34 continued to pack all its equipment preparing to bid
good-bye to the camp, so did 31, and the competition was keen for
many days as to who would leave first. A few days before the
departure Major Lockwood and six of the more ambitious men
from the Pasadena Ambulance Section applied to join 34, saying
they had spent many weary months waiting for orders to move,
and they desired to transfer. As explained before, several of the
original men had been dropped from the roll at the final medical
examinations, and their places were taken by the six Californians.
The Saturday and Sunday before departure were memorable to
practically every man of the unit for one or two reasons. Again
the lucky men had the opportunity to get home for the “last time,”
as it was expressed by every one. There was no official order to
move, but rumors had run high, all equipment had been packed, and
things put in such shape that it was not hard to guess what was
going to happen. The men who were elected to stay during the last
week-end to guard the barracks were, as they remarked, “OUT OF
LUCK,” and, although it was not for punishment, it seemed such at
least.

The last three days in camp were exceptionally exciting ones
for the two Base Hospitals. All the remaining boxes were packed
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1. “All’s fair in war’—and vice versa! 2. The first *Y” Hut. 3. Table cloths and
table set—just before the battle, mother. 4. Camp Barracks—Home was never like this!

and medicine belts filled with chocolate and cigarettes. Base Hos-
pital 34 could be seen parading the camp in an assured manner,
wearing a more serious aspect than had been noticed at any time
during their thirteen weeks’ stay. The bed sacks were turned in a
night ahead of time just to acclimate the men to sleeping in pup
tents. The last day was perhaps the longest of all, with every one
up bright and early. It was spent in loading boxes, field desks and
equipment, which were sent in trucks to the station.

After the evening meal the cots were taken down and turned
in to the Quartermaster, and the ktarracks assumed their former
naked appearance. Barrack bags were packed with many “val-
uables” and little comforts which were never used. At precisely
11.30 the men were lined up for the last time to get the farewell
meal at Camp Crane. Sandwiches were also provided, which were
put away for future use.

The departure, accompanied by rain, proved to be very un-
eventful. The commands to march were given in a hoarse whis-
per, and Base Hospital 34 had taken the first step on the road to
“over there.”
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SELENTONIN 10O CAMP MILLS

bags, and what a delighted and excited bunch were the

boys that day! The ’phone booths next to the mess hall

were besieged, and the little “Western Union” office near
the race track almost exhausted its supply of blanks. Allentown,
it seemed, had sadly depleted the purses of the boys, and a general
replenishment was almost a necessity before embarking. A casual
observer might have thought it was pay day at the “Post EX-
CHANGE,” for the boys of 34 were purchasing everything in sight,
from money belts to salt water soap.

All passes were called in, and the guards at the gates received
instructions to prevent the boys from leaving camp. However, this
only served to arouse the enthusiasm of all, for they now realized
the moment of idle rumors had passed and the goal was soon to be
attained. Even Tommy Burrows, the author of the wildest rumors
about going over and the originator of “Don’t tell Sam,” was for-
given.

Barrack bags were packed and unpacked time and again to
admit articles forgotten and those thought unnecessary in the
excitement. Spud Halkett, the possessor of the largest barrack
bag in the world, was besieged with requests to be allowed to stow
“just one article” in his bag, and it soon had the appearance of a
straw bed tick that had absorbed all Jupiter Pluvius had to offer.

Bags had been shipped, packs rolled, and all were eagerly
awaiting the command, “FALL IN,” at 6 P. M. Even now, won’t
someone please tell why Pud Simpson wept that evening; was it
at the thought of leaving his dear one, or was it from mere joy?

The old boy himself, Sergeant Harry Wilkinson, addressed the
detachment, emphasizing the necessity of secrecy upon leaving, and
charging all with the penalty of death if any utterances were made
on the march to the station, even though they were to a mother,
father, or other dear one waiting to bid a last farewell.

In heavy marching order the boys hiked over to the mess hall
to receive their traveling rations: two bologna sandwiches and a
frozen orange.

At 11.45 P. M. began that memorable march to the Lehigh
Valley Station. The train was waiting, and at midnight the sud-
den jar of the cars indicated “all aboard for France”—so everycne

thought, at any rate.

ON November 21st, at noon, the order came to pack barrack
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In the small hours of the morning many of the boys occupied
themselves by penning a last letter to those they were leaving be-
hind. The Jersey City Terminal was reached at 4 A. M., dismal
and deserted, and the word was passed along to line up. A ‘fall
out” was ordered a few moments later, and the men were allowed
the privilege of taking breakfast at their own expense. It was
here the first horror of war revealed itself to the boys, for the
price of “eats” had taken wings. Volunteers for the baggage de-
tail were plentiful, and the work of hustling the stuff from the
train to the ferry boat went on with snap and vim.

The ferry steamed down the East River, past the Battery
and under the Brooklyn Bridge, and bets were being made as to the
identity of the ship which was to carry them across. “Dame
Rumor” and “Inside Dope” were as busy as usual. Below decks
about 500 colored troops from Alabama were quartered; most of
them were rolling their eyes, apparently frightened and undoubt-
edly wishing they were back in the dear old land of cotton.

After an hour’s ride the ferry docked, the command was
given to disembark, and B. H. 34 found itself in the Long Island
City Railroad Station. Once more the task of transferring bag-
gage was resumed, only this time from boat to train. Many of the
boys took advantage of the opportunity to post their letters written
on the train during the early morning. The baggage detail almost
had heart failure, not knowing whether their packs had been placed
in the baggage car or not, and it certainly would have been an
awful blow for them to have lost their “First Aid Equipment” in
their medical belts, in the shape of cigarettes and chocolate.

Across Long Island sped the train, further and further away
from the harbor, and the boys then became doubtful and suspicious
of their destination.

The train finally arrived at Camp Mills at noon. It was a vast
sea of mud and appeared to be the most forsaken hole in the world.
This brought many expressions of “So THIS IS FRANCE.” It was all
wrong ; they were not going over; no—not yet!

“Bob” Kelly had two: “Shure as you're born to
die” and “Hope to meet you.”
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a station called “Country Life Press,” and thus made its

debut in Camp Mills (or, as it was afterwards called,

“Pneumonia Hill”’). That name it then deserved, de-
serves now, and forever shall. It surely earned it in the short time
the boys were there. It was cold and raining, and the place was a
quagmire. Under these conditions the detachment was hiked to
where they were supposed to be quartered. They were marched
from one end of the place to the other, and then marched back
again. This was repeated a few more times for good measure.
There seemed to be no hurry to get them placed. In fact, there
seemed to be no place to place them. When the “powers that be”
tired of marching the boys around they would give orders to un-
sling packs, and when they were unslung would give orders to sling
them again, and then the hike would be repeated. It seemed to be
more like a pilgrimage than a Base Hospital seeking shelter from a
winter rainstorm. This performance was continued until a few of
the men were about all in (to be painfully truthful Corporal Ellis
was in a state of strangulation caused by his medical belt becoming
mixed with his waist line and interfering with the proper function-
ing of his diaphragm). Their condition was far from being one
that fills a fond mother’s heart with raptures of delight.

Finally, about five o’clock, the heart of an ambulance com-
pany’s mess sergeant melted, and the boys were given some hot
chow, the first hot food they had tasted in twenty-four hours. By
this time the camping site had been decided upon, and a few trucks
overflowing with tents put in a much-delayed appearance, and all
that remained to be done was to put up tents in the darkness.

Out of one hundred and fifty-three men there were plenty who
had experience in that line. “Pud” Wilkinson very big-heartedly
tried to instruct the other one hundred and fifty-two how to do it

N OVEMBER 22nd, some time after noon, B. H. 34 arrived at

Above—Chow Time at Mills
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and at the same time do it himself, and the confusion was immense.
The rain was still falling, the ground was soft, the tent pegs either
would not stick in that soft oozy Long Island soil, or would break
off. When the pegs weathered the hammering, the ropes on the
Spanish-American War tents would prove unequal to the strain and
would part. Brute strength, however, finally conquered brains,
and after having filled the mud holes with straw the boys proceeded
to make a floor and bed combined of the same material. Each tent
resembled a miniature Floating Garden. Acting upon the advice
of Major Carson, the whole crew had made up their minds that
they were there only for a few days, and very heroically settled
down to bear their misfortunes philosophically.

The first morning was ushered in like a sweet evening’s sum-
mer breeze, but by nightfall the weather conditions were back to
normal and all were freezing once more. The tents had proved to
be very warm, in fact at times too warm to hold all who had a
military right to be therein. Especially was this the case when
eight young and gentle voices would start as at a given signal to
argue at one time, each and every one on a different topic. Just
when all had succeeded in airing their private opinions on the mat-
ters of the day (and they were varied), and silence at last was
engulfing Base Hospital No. 34, word in some ever unexplained
manner reached eight tents simultaneously that much prayed and
hoped for assistance had arrived in the shape of stoves. Then the
riot was renewed afresh in every tent. Stoves were obtained;
some rightfully, some in other ways, and then the small job
of putting them up was commenced. Lanterns were scarce, and
{rying to run a stove pipe up a pole resting on a shaky tripod
proved the downfall of many a tent. The casualties were very
slight, however, and the work was finally completed.

Now for the mess arrangements. The men ate at different
places. Some were assigned to eat at Field Hospital Kitchens, and
some at Ambulance Company Kitchens. Those sterling trench-
men who showed exceptional ability at hooking seconds and thirds
back at Allentown came into their paradise here. They proved
their unappreciated merit by eating at both. Thus they lived up
to their hard-earned reputations. A reputation for seconds and
thirds on army chow is one that once rightfully and frightfully
earned, a man will guard until death. To get this army issue was
simple. The boys walked, ran, or tripped for about two city blocks
in the cold wind, lined up and ate their food on the frozen ground
of the company streets or carried it back to their tents. If they
adopted the latter method of procedure they scored on Uncle Sam.
He issued gravy, and when it had been carried back to the recipi-
ent’s tent the accompanying cold air had gotten in its dirty work.
The carrier was the proud possessor of about a half pound of
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fg)rease, which proved to be a fine substance to water-proof overseas
oots.

Every day the wood pile trio, Messrs. Gates (Albert), Doc
Bostick and Nick Zinni, entertained the boys with a tune on three
axes. As wood choppers they were without peers in “Pneumonia
Hill.” They did the work quite willingly, in fact, to be explicit,
they seemed to enjoy cutting up for the boys. Their cutting up
kept the bunch from freezing during the long nights.

The weather during all this time (and Major Carson’s “few
days” were far in the rear) was all one could wish for. About
twice a week and often more it snowed, and snowed hard. The
thermometer never had the nerve to get much higher than twenty
above zero, and usually after reaching that high level would suffer
a sudden relapse and drop back to normal, which at that time
seemed to be about ten above.

Guard duty was far from pleasant; the weather was so bad
that all a man could stand was one or two-hour stretches. It was
while doing one of these short bits that our famous twins from
Sellersville, Pa., suffered a blow that for a while threatened dire
results. John Day, the ever-shining light of the team, had his
delicate health ruined in a snow storm one morning around five
o’clock. He had a pass the afternoon before, and had gone into
New York to see the big streets and the city sights, and instead had
spent his time having an abscessed tooth treated. The unhappy
union of guard duty and an abscessed tooth proved his undoing.

Miss Rumor was forever flitting around camp and dropping
some startling information. First the unit was going South for
the winter. She conferred the honor of this visit on “Poll”
Patchett. Then again she had decided we were to become the
Camp Base Hospital. This gift of originating rumors she lavished
on many. The jewel of her varied assortment was that the hos-
pital was to be attached to the Forty-first Division. However, the
Division in question pulled out for “Over There,” and Base Hos-
pital No. 34 was still in camp with their ever-faithful friend, Base
Hospital No. 31.

Bathing conditions were sublime. All the showers were of
the open air kind. Hot water never existed in the camp, and cold
water was none too plentiful. Plenty of it was there though, only
it was in the form of ice. No one seemed ‘“keen” on taking an ice
bath in the open, except perhaps Bob Smith. For drinking pur-
poses there was about one spigot in the whole camp not frozen
solid.

The life savers were a few canteens on the back way to camp.
They did a thriving business around meal time. Their prices for
food were legitimate,—the first legitimate prices the boys had
struck since leaving for Allentown. They were at times so reason-
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able that one doubted their word, or their ability to count. Com-
pared to the restaurant prices in Allentown, those New Yorkers
were rookies of the worst type at the charging game.

Hempstead was the place the boys journeyed to in the famed
jitneys, for the small sum of ten cents, and here it was the amuse-

BRRR-R-R! CAMP MILLS

1. Starting Rumors. 2. A Visitor from Mineola, next door. 3. A Typical Bleak
Day at “Pneumonia Hill.” 4. Police Duty. 5. The Mudhole of the World.
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ment began. The train service for New York, a few restaurants
and a few places to get warm in usually attracted the boys’ eyes.
It was the most peculiar town of its size in the world. The streets
were always crowded—the people always rushing about. Where
they rushed to was a dark secret. No one could ever find out and
none of the natives would tell. They just seemed to rush there, and
when they arrived it did not seem to please them, and they rushed
back. The next day they would repeat the performance. They
gave three shows daily,—morning, afternoon and evening. Ray-
mond Hitchcock’s famous song, “All Dressed Up and No Place to
Go,” must have been written by a native of that little town.

The buglers reached their highest point of perfection on
Pneumonia Hill. The sound may be likened to the famous “horns
of Elfland faintly blowing.” It was lovely to stand ‘“Retreat” and
hear Vogel, Felton and Patterson blow. Felton usually played the
right call, but Vogel had a decided tendency to ring in with “Be-
delia,” and Patterson, who always had trouble keeping his mind on
his work, caused havoc in the buglers’ ranks by tooting in with
“The River Shannon.” It could be properly called a screaming
success. The evening prayer at Retreat was that the wind might
blow strong and cold in their faces and choke them, thus sparing
the detachment this nightly screech owl practice.

It got to be very common to go to bed and in the morning
awaken to the fact that Mother Nature had taken another crack at
us by causing the thermometer to tumble a few more points than
the tent ropes and chains could stand, so that they would part and
the tents would tumble.

Blood will ever tell. Some of the men, tiring of herding with
the common rabble, decided they desired tents holding two, so there
broke out an epidemic of conjunctivitis. Naturally they had their
wishes gratified, and were isolated and waited upon hand and foot.
The peculiar part of it was the fact that when passes were being
handed out for New York they were always on hand for theirs, and
could stay up all night playing cards. Also the afternoons found
them able to journey into Hempstead or Garden City.

All the tents had their pet names—“The Fifth Ward,” “The
Suicide Club,” “The Rats’ Hole,” “The Cuckoos,” “The Harmony
Club,” ete. All were famous for one reason or another.

Finally, one afternoon when the crew were out hiking and the
wood chopping trio, assisted by a detail, were hard at it, two trucks
drove up, and the drivers hopping to the ground exclaimed as one,
“Where are them barrack bags for the boat?’ Those not hiking
at last knew they were on their way “over there.” ‘Pneumonia
Hill” was to be a thing of the past in a few short days.
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CAMP MILLS TO THE = ICENIAS N

OMEONE has told you elsewhere in this volume about the
sojourn of “34” at Camp Mills. Let us review that memor-
able trip from the old camp to the “Leviathan”—the good
ship which took us across.

Pick out the most cheerless room in the house, turn off all
artificial heat, soak your feet in ice water, have someone throw
shaved ice in your face, keeping your eyes closed all the while, only
then will you be approaching the proper humor to appreciate the
get-away from ‘“Penumonia Hill.”

On the night of December 13, 1917, the boys were sitting, eight
in a tent, about the little conical stoves, while the wind howled, and
it sleeted, rained and snowed without. The canvas was frozen and
the weight of the wet snow made it appear as though at any mo-
ment the tents would cave in. To sleep was out of the question,
as the elements would not allow it; then, too, all cots had been
folded up. Therefore, as soldiers will, the boys swapped yarns and
took turns beating the wet snow off the tent. After hours, which
seemed like days, a signal was given and the crowd waded, ankle
deep, in slush over to the kitchen at 1.30 A. M., where they were
served hot coffee, and received three beef sandwiches as twenty-
four hour travel rations. Leaving the kitchen it was a pleasant
surprise to find that it had ceased raining and sleeting; while terri-
bly slushy underfoot, there were hopes of hiking the two and a half
miles to the train and keeping dry above the ankles, at least.

At 3.00 A. M., the command “Fall in” was given, which was
also a signal for the weather controller, who, more quickly than one
can tell it, shifted the wind around to the west and let her blow at
a velocity which the Flatiron Building never experienced. It was
impossible to directly face it, and to make matters worse, it began
snowing again. Being soldiers, the detachment had to get to that
train at a given time, regardless of the elements, so the start was
made. As luck would have it, the hike was made directly against
the snow and wind all the way. Every two or three minutes there
would be a halt for breath and a check-up for any who might have
dropped out. It was impossible to keep your head up for a moment,
so four men would lock arms and drag along, following the foot-
steps of those ahead. Just when it became a serious matter to feel
certain of reaching the goal, the rear lights of a waiting train could
be seen in the distance. This gave the boys new life, and reaching
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that goal none too soon they let fly their heavy packs and dropped
in the cushions pretty well exhausted.

It was still dark, and up to the time of entraining this import-
ant troop movement had been kept absolutely secret, inasmuch as
not even a Boche spy would venture out in such a storm. All the
glory of that secret “get-away” was premature, however, as the
train did not pull out until long after daylight, having to wait for
our old friends, B. H. No. 31, who were truly baffled by this unusual
weather. At about 8.30 A. M. the train started and steamed to
Long Island City, where the detachment boarded the U. S. Army
Transport Service lighter “Holyoke” and started up the Hudson
River toward Hoboken. As it approached Hoboken the huge stacks
of the U. S. 8. “Leviathan” (formerly the “Vaterland”) could be
seen towering above the other ships tied to the piers.

There was a rush upon deck, as all wanted to see her. Little
did the boys imagine that the lighter would pull up alongside of the
giant. It did, however, and much to the surprise of all, the detach-
ment was lined up and shortly boarded her. It was only then that
it was fully appreciated that soldiering in the States was at a close
and the men were on their way to the real scene of action.

The least that is said about that almost dramatic exit from
“Camp Mills” the better, as other chapters in the history of the
Unit make far more interesting reading.

Perhaps Nick Hayes—even though he is happily
married—still uses his pet phrase, “Oh, boy!
Oh, boy!”

In the next war it might be advisable for “Rusty”’
Bond to try the camouflage section.
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and interesting if it includes the time that Base Hospital

No. 34 received orders to leave Camp Mills on the 13th of

December, 1917, and its strenuous exit on the following
morning at 3.30 o’clock. With this in view the history of the trip
will be started on December 13th, even though the actual sailing
date was the 15th.

Base Hospital No. 34 was mentally and physically uncomfort-
able in Camp Mills for more than three weeks; physically from
chopping wood for the tent fires, and mentally from waiting for
orders. During this Long Island holiday in zero weather, all hands
speculated and rumored on what would happen IF Some
thought that the next movement would be overseas, others that the
unit would be sent South for the Winter, and still others expected
to be transferred to that place made famous by Theodore Mar-
ceaux,—Camp Merritt, Tenafly, N. J., until after Christmas at
least. So when the official orders arrived, which left no one in
doubt as to the Unit’s disposition, it settled a variety of theories,
and though it may have been a disappointment to many who had
planned to spend Christmas at home, it was generally accepted with
enthusiasm.

The orders arrived on the afternoon of December 13th, and
the command to pack and be prepared to move immediately was
greeted with sorrow at leaving the famous old health resort. Many
tears were shed when good-bye was said to the woodpiles. With
the exception of the baggage detail of eight unsung heroes, the men
left camp in a terrific snowstorm at 3.30 A. M. December 14th. It
was a long march to the train and it proved to be one of the most
disagreeable experiences through which the Unit had to pass. It
was a real blizzard in every way.

Travel from Garden City to Long Island City was by special
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train. From this point the Unit embarked on the U. S. Army
Transport Service lighter “Holyoke,” which came down East
River, passed around the Battery and up the Hudson. The
docks at Hoboken came into view, and then the U. S. S.
“Leviathan,” formerly the Hamburg-American liner ‘“Vaterland.”
From a distance it was easily identified by its size and
triple funnels. Its battleship-grey color, its numerous decks
and countless portholes, and its immense size created a strong im-
pression. At 9.30 A. M. on December 14th, “34” walked up the
gangplank of the largest steamship in the world,—the “Leviathan”
—58,000 tons displacement, 14 decks, 46 boilers, 1012 feet in
length; all complete down to the German eagles on the elevator
doors. The “Vaterland” was interned in New York in 1914, upon
the outbreak of the War, and after the United States entered the
War it was taken over by the Government and fitted up as a troop
transport. Much material damage had been done by the German
crew to its engines and other important parts, which was repaired,
and accommodations were to be provided for at least 10,000 men.
The cost of reconstructing the ship was $1,000,000. It made its
first trip as a transport in the United States service in the fall of
1917, when it carried 700 Marines from New York to Cuba. But
the greatest interest was manifested by the whole country in the
first overseas voyage of this well-advertised ship; German propa-
gandists and pessimists had prophesied that it would never run
through the submarine zone and reach an Allied port in safety.
Wall Street was betting on its chances of dodging the U-Boats, and
it is quite probable that even naval men themselves were skeptical.

It should be realized that when this boat left New York on
December 15th, 1917, bound for “Somewhere,” it involved an ele-
ment of danger for those on board that could be considered serious.
Bearing these facts in mind, Base Hospital No. 34 was off on the
first overseas voyage of the “Leviathan.”

It was only after land had faded from sight that the troops on
board were permitted to come up from below decks. In moving
down the Hudson and out of the harbor a glimpse of the city and
shore was to be had through open portholes. From all outward
appearances the boat showed no life. The men now commenced to
become acquainted with the ship and its crew. During the first
day out a fair amount of freedom was permitted and the men wan-
dered through the ship almost at will. The numerous ladders,
doors, decks and passageways were a great puzzle to all. It was
very easy to become lost, and often hard work to find the way back
to the compartment on “G” Deck, where 34 was quartered. This
compartment was accessible through a passageway leading from
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another compartment and by means of a stairway from the deck
above.

The officers and nurses found themselves in very comfortable
staterooms on the upper decks. The enlisted men were deeper
down, near the place where the torpedoes hit. Sleeping arrange-
ments for the men were arranged on the sardine system. The
bunks, which were in tiers of three, consisted of an oblong frame-
work of iron bars to which was attached a sheet of canvas. The
ceilings were low and the man on the top deck bumped his head
if he was not careful. The aisles between the bunks were about
two feet in width, and the only available free room in the compart-
ment was to be found in the central passageway—except at mess
time. To say the least, it was congested and therefore uncomfort-
able, and now that the censorship has been lifted it can be said
frankly that it was unhealthy. The ventilation was poor, the air
was never good, and early in the morning it was positively foul.

Several days passed and nothing of importance happened. The
ship was following a zig-zag course, which was apparently a safe-
guard against submarines. From the first day out it had traveled
without an escort. This fact, coupled with the absence of any
other vessels, seemed to indicate that the “Leviathan” was follow-
ing a course that was not on the regular sea-lanes. Life on board
was much the same day by day, and the feeling of anticipation
caused by possibilities of excitement wore off into a sort of monot-
ony, but the novelty of the ship’s environment made those early
days at sea interesting.

Base Hospital No. 31 shared a portion of 34’s sleeping com-
partment. This meeting between 34 and 31 on shipboard was not
a new acquaintance. It had begun during the first days in Allen-
town, where the Units had lived in adjacent barracks, and ended in
Le Havre, where they parted for the last time.

The main body of troops on board were two National Guard
regiments, one from Montana and the other from North Dakota.
They had been at Camp Mills for two weeks, and were sent to Camp
Merritt before embarking. Most of these soldiers had been farm-
ers and cattlemen. Among them were many full-blooded Indians,
and they all showed the results of an outdoor life. The majority
of them had never seen the ocean before. To Base Hospital No. 34,
the “picked men” on board, they were most interesting. Their
expressions and manners and possibly their aversion to shaving
caused much comment. There was no doubt that these men would
prove to be splendid fighters. They were rugged and strong, and
a great many of them had been familiar with firearms before the
War. As was afterwards learned, their Division, the 41st, called
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the “Sunset Division,” was used as a Depot Division and furnished

replacements for the First and Second Divisions.

On the strength

of this it is safe to say that few men of these two regiments sur-
vived the War without at least one wound. Quite a few of them
were sent to Base Hospital No. 34 as patients.

The sixth day out the sea was still smooth, the “Leviathan”
rode the long ocean swell easily and the movement on board was

hardly perceptible.

It was said that many men were under the

weather, either from seasickness or from that new 20th Century

U.S.S. LEVIATHAN

General Transport
Regulations.

Special Rules

The troops and Navy Crew are messed an
quartered separately and no inter-visiting will
he permitted.

Troops will keep entirely clear of the
asSigned to Officers, both ArnJ and
Note the signs on the walls and kecp out-ol
trovbi

Trnop~ are not permitted in any Engincer}is
enclosedim

spaces, crew living quarters, the
part of “B” Deck, promenade; hallways on
“B”, “C" and “D” Decks are forbidden to Troops.

No flashlights whatsoever will be permitted
to any but Naval Ofiicers, designated by the Naval
Commander  Flashlights, private property of
Army Oiiicers or troops, or part of Army Lqulp
ment, will be turned into the custody of i
sponsible Army Oificer detailed by the G
m1n(l\ng Ofiicer upon embarking.

Aur ports and water-tight dcors must never
be of ened, except by specific permission of the

Nava! Cormmmander The safc'v of the ship de-
puvd to such a great extent upon the “water-

tness of the doors and ports, that each and
ery man should require the observance o this
e 7, and report immediately any infraction.
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disease called ‘“U-Boat sickness.” Several of 34’s men were really
ill and were admitted to the ship’s sick-bay for several days; some
for the length of the voyage. Starr, Bond, Chandler, Neiffer,
Heimach and Croll were the unlucky ones. Every day sick call
was answered by a portion of the entire Unit. The causes of this
can be attributed to the after-effects of the snowstorm experienced
on December 14th, and the irregular living conditions on shipboard.

By now the discomforts of transport life had become familiar,
and 34 had adapted itself accordingly. The meals were fought for
daily and at times it was a case of love’s labor lost. The problem
of feeding a great number of men in a limited space could not help
but cause inconvenience. No system could prevent the confusion
attendant upon the formation of long mess-lines of hungry men.
It was a case of first in line first served. Breakfast would begin at
7.30, and the man at the end of the line very often ate his by moon-
light. The other meal was scheduled for 4.30 P. M. No matter
what the time of day there was always a mess-line waiting for food.
It gave the impression that these men in line were always hungry,
and no doubt they were; but their main object was to avoid the
rush, so they came early. Several large rooms were utilized as
dining halls, and Base 34, Base 31, and two companies of North
Dakota Infantry,—in all about 800 men, were assigned to one of
the smaller rooms. An attempt was made to regulate the order in
which the various detachments were to take their place in line, but
it usually resulted in some one outfit protesting, the outcome being
a general howl from all, together with much pushing to increase
the confusion. Twice a day for nine days this riot had to be en-
dured. It would have become tiresome if it had not been for the
good natured repartee exchanged by the majority of the men in
line.

At certain times two promenade decks were given over for the
use of the enlisted men, and it was possible to be in the open air most
of the day. There were many rules and regulations posted that made
it necessary for the men to be in quarters at certain times. While
some were drilling, or exercising, or airing their blankets, others
had to remain below to make room for them. Upon numerous
occasions when the men were getting the benefit of the fresh air on
deck they would be suddenly ordered below by the guards to permit
the crew to swab the decks or perform some other duty. At times
Sgt. Moll would send out scouts to the far end of the ship and order
“his” command to return immediately to their bunks for the pur-
pose of having an important order read to them. It was a fact
that no matter where one would go, he was ordered to move on or
was recalled to quarters. Life was a continual disturbance and
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the petty mental worries were more heeded than were the sub-
marine and the floating mine.

With all the long drawn out meals and recesses on deck the
days became monotonous. Reading and writing filled most of the
time below decks, varied by an occasional card game. Rumors and
prophecies consumed many idle hours and everything practical and
otherwise was discussed and passed along for circulation. The
affairs of B. H. 34 received a large share of attention, and its future
history was sketched in many ways, but was usually painted in
stirring pictures of the battle area, with plenty of action and hard-
ship. Few gave a thought to the horrible Battle of Nantes, into
which gallant 34 was to be plunged within the course of a short
three months.

What claimed the most interest was when and where the land-
ing would be made. Opinions were expressed freely, and it was
said that the voyage would take anywhere from five days to two
weeks ; that the ship would dock in Liverpool, or Brest and so on.
A few optimists expected to go by way of Gibraltar to Marseilles;
“to outguess the Germans,” as they put it.

Another clue was given by that justly celebrated gum-shoe
artist, Theodore Marceaux. He declared before a large assem-
blage that he was perfectly willing to take his most solemn oath
on any form of the Holy Bible, abridged or unabridged, Roumanian
or American editions, that Base Hospital No. 34 would be landed
at the famous Ville de Saint Nazaire. No amount of abuse heaped
upon his devoted head could shake his firm belief that a happy end-
ing would be made to our voyage in that town of mud and steve-
dores. Theodore, for once in his eventful life, was wrong.

The expression “Tobin rumor” originated when Mike stated in
all seriousness that there were 500 mules and horses in the hold of
the ship. This story circulated well and at first was accepted by
many. The horses and mules, however, only existed in Michael’s
imagination.

At night no troops were allowed on deck, and sunset was the
sign for smoking to cease on all parts of the ship that were ex-
posed to view from the sea. Shortly after the sun had gone down
everyone was ordered below until the following morning. The
only lights permitted in the interior were those in the inside pas-
sageways and in places where beams of light could not penetrate
outside the ship. It was a serious offense for anyone to be de-
tected smoking on the promenade decks after dark. All exits lead-
ing to these decks were vestibuled and had a double set of doors;
it was impossible for any light to escape from the inside.

The many precautions and warnings issued to the troops to
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prevent any clue of the vessel’s whereabouts or course gave an idea
of the ever-present danger. While all of these possibilities of
trouble were alive, the men for the most part assumed an air of
indifference. To see groups playing cards, smoking and discussing
anything but the dangers of wartime travel on the sea, no one
would have suspected that the “Leviathan” was approaching that
U-boat danger zone of which all on board had heard.

Late at night, and after every man was supposed to be in his
bunk sound asleep, certain ever-hungry individuals made raids on
the bakery on the deck above. The man who returned with sev-
eral loaves of bread, or a number of pies, or even a whole turkey
(which once happened) was regarded with a great deal of respect,
even admiration be it said. Hot Navy bread should never be
despised.

The danger zone was officially recognized by those on board
when several torpedo boat destroyers appeared. One of these was
directly ahead of the “Leviathan,” three ranged themselves on the
starboard side and three on the port side. At times they came so
close that the figures of the crew on their decks could be seen.
This was on the morning of December 22nd, and on that day was
experienced the poorest weather of the trip. The sea was rough,
but not enough to make it uncomfortable for those on board. The
voyage had become tiresome and the appearance of the destroyers
failed to arouse more than ordinary curiosity. Of course, there
were some who expected to see periscopes, and no doubt the orders
to turn in at night in full uniform, compulsory wearing of life-belts
at all times and the boat drills caused many to lose sleep. On the
day that the salvo was fired from the ship’s six-inch guns there
were a great many men who thought that the most critical time
of their lives had come. Several times the “Leviathan” was hidden
by smoke screens laid down by the destroyers.

While the boat was traveling through the submarine zone some
of the men of Base 34 volunteered for work in the engine room.
“Bob” Smith, “Bill” Clothier, “Matt” Lukens, “Ed” Maier and
“Tom” Bannon shoveled coal on four-hour shifts, with eight hours
off between shifts. It was a tough job, but all felt fully repaid by
the three Navy meals that were presented to the volunteer firemen
each day.

Several other men did good work during the trip. Goddard,
Zinni and Tobin assisted in the mess hall, and on the dishwashing
machine. The coming X-ray expert of Base Hospital 34, Sergeant
Slepicka, worked as a baker and turned out some of the 4,000 pies
that were baked every day.

Land was first seen on the 23rd of December. The clear
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atmosphere permitted an excellent view of the distant coast of
Wales, which was seen as the “Leviathan” was passing through
St. George’s Channel. At various times throughout that day land
was sighted on both the port and starboard sides; small boats
could be seen occasionally and a lighthouse was passed. The de-
stroyers continued with the ship and an aeroplane appeared for a
short time. It was a beautiful, sunny day, and everyone on board
was happy. The men had become convinced that Liverpool was
their destination, and would be reached late that night or early the
following day. Late that afternoon the danger was practically
over, and in the evening the “Leviathan” reached a point outside
the submarine nets guarding the channel of the River Mersey.
Anchor was dropped shortly afterwards.

The next morning the “Leviathan” was again under way, and
when the fog had cleared, the city of Liverpool could be seen in the
distance. The ship docked about 9.30 o’clock, and before noon of
that same day Base Hospital No. 34 was in railway coaches bound
for Southampton.
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NAVY DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF NAVAL INTELLIGENCE

WASHINGTON
In reply refer to No.
Op-16-D
CBH:SMM

HISTORICAL SECTION, ROOM 3635

APRrIL 1, 1922,

THE NORTH AMERICAN,
Attention of Mr. Edmund M. Pitts,
Philadelphia, Pa.
DEAR SIR:

Referring to your letter of March 22, 1922, in regard to a chart showing the
course taken by the U. S. S. LEviaATHAN from Hoboken, N. J., 12/15/17 to Liver-
pool, 12/24./17:

There is no published chart showing the route taken by the U. S. S.
LeEviATHAN on the dates given above, however, the report of the Commanding
Officer of the LEVIATHAN, in a report on this voyage, dated January 8, 1918, says:
“The importance of following specified route accurately is fully appreciated.
This was carefully done by the LEVIATHAN on this trip.”

The U. S. S. LEviatHAN left Hoboken, N. J., December 15, 1917, and sailed
singly. The routing instructions were as follows: “Ship to be routed clear of
all convoys, to pass through Latitude 52° North, Longitude 30° West, then through
Rendezvous X. Y. Z. in Latitude 47° 40’ N., Longitude 17° W., then pass through
Latitude 50° North, Longitude 9° 50’ West, thence 25 miles 130° from Tuskar,
then keep in over 50 fathoms in the Irish Sea, when possible, to Latitude 53° 20’ N.,
Longitude 5° 10 W., then pass 4 miles north of the Skerries to a position two
miles north of Lynas Point, thence to a buoy showing an occulating white light
situated 3 miles north of Gt. Orme’s Head, then to Bar Light Vessel and Liver-
pool. The ship passed into the Irish Sea south of Ireland.”

Very truly yours,
D. W. Knox, Captain U. S. N.,

Officer in Charge,
Historical Section.
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HORTLY after their arrival in Liverpool the entire personnel
S found themselves entrained and on their way to Southamp-
ton.
The trip was made over the lines of the Great Western
Railway Company and the traveling accommodations provided
proved to be positively respectable as compared with the Le Havre-
Blois journey.

The departure from Liverpool was celebrated by Sam Keller
and other ardent spirits raiding a first class carriage standing on
a nearby track and removing certain filet lace covers from the seats
thereof.

The route taken led through Crewe, Birmingham, Warwick,
Oxford and Winchester. Crewe is but a blurred memory ; the only
real stop being Birmingham, where the British Red Cross supplied
tea and cakes to all. A fleeting glimpse of Warwick was had and
the tip of some of the college towers of Oxford University was all
that could be seen of that ancient seat of learning.

On the evening of December 24th, 1917, the train ran into the
station of the London and Southwestern Railway at Southampton
and the familiar cry, “Sling Packs,” was heard once more.
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