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In Memoriam

To the sacred memory of these,
the honored dead, of our number,
who gave their all in the discharge
of their duty of love, this book is
dedicated :

Nurse Dorothy B. Millman
Sergeant 1st Cl. Carl S. Turner
Sergeant Reginald V. Taylor

Sergeant Frank M. Pickens
Private Harold B. VanNorden




i

e
-y

Sy

f;%




Official History
U. S. A. Base Hospital No. 31

of Youngstown, Ohio

and

Hospital Unit “G”

of Syracuse University

Edited and compiled under the direction of
Major John L. Washburn, Commanding Officer,

by
Charles Hicsh Kaletzki



Published 1919
by
Charles H. Kaletzki,
Syracuse, N. Y.

The Craftsman Press
of Syracuse

NOTE: This book is published for the per-
sonnel of U. S. A Base Hospital No. 31 and their
friends, and is not for public sale.



FOREWORD

“The Official History of U.S. A. Base Hospital No. 31” was prepared
originally to meet the requirements of the Office of the Chief Surgeon,
American Expeditionary Forces. It is the story of what the Hospital
accomplished and how, compiled for the official records of the War Depart-
ment. In its present form the History embodies all the information con-
tained in that report, together with some additional material compiled after
the unit was demobilized in the United States. Its publication has been
undertaken, merely, to preserve for our future recollection some of the
details which marked our work in Contrexeville, Vosges, France; our life
in training and our journeys as soldiers.

The facts and figures are those available when the chronological review
was made, during the last few months of the hospital’s existence. Sources
of information at that time were limited and it was only with great difficulty
that data pertaining to the earlier history of the unit was procured. Heads
of departments were generous in their co-operation, as evidenced by the
carefully prepared reviews of the various branches of the hospital’s work.
The editor is indebted to Dr. Earl V. Sweet for the many splendid
photographs loaned by him for use in this volume. Other contributors,
especially M. E. Kaletzki, have helped make this book truly representative
of our army careers. The Editor takes this opportunity to thank J. F. M.
for his conscientious effort during the compilation of this work.

The Editor.
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Part One

A chronological review of the
official events in the history of
U. S. A. Base Hospital No. 31,
together with a resumé of
occurrences before the opening
and after the closing of the
hospital.






ORGANIZATION

Many months before the United States entered the World War, leading
Youngstown, Ohio, philanthropists and humanitarians interested themselves
in a project to organize and place in the field a medical unit for the use of
the Allied governments. As early as January, 1917, plans were developing
for an ambulance or first aid unit, of whatever nature would best meet the
requirements of the government to which it was to be offered.

When, early in February the American Red Cross sent forth its first
great call to the men and women of America, for their co-operation in Red
Cross war work, all the energy and planning that had been devoted to
what had been rather a vague something, were concentrated on the Ameri-
can Red Cross. Soon after this initial call, Dr. George W. Crile of Lake-
side Hospital, Cleveland, Ohio, suggested to the American Red Cross that
base hospitals be organized in the larger American cities, for service
overseas.

In accordance with that plan the Youngstown Hospital Association,
in conjunction with St. Elizabeth’s Hospital, Youngstown, requested of the
American Red Cross permission to organize such a hospital. Preliminary
correspondence, during February, started the philanthropic agencies of the
city of Youngstown on a set program, their planning taking specific form
on March 7, when Dr. Warner of the Lakeside Hospital addressed repre-
sentative citizens at a large banquet. Dr. Warner, who had been associated
with Dr. Crile, spoke of the pressing need of medical formations and out-
lined the course necessary to bring to Youngstown the glory to be derived
from being among the first in the field.

Official sanction of the proposed formation of a base hospital was
received from the office of Col. Jefferson R. Keene, Director General,
American Red Cross, on March 25. Dr. Colin R. Clark was designated as
director, with instructions to organize a staff of medical officers, nurses and
enlisted men, all of whom were to be enrolled preparatory to official mili-
tary enlistment. On the following day official notification of acceptance
of the Red Cross program was sent forward and the work of creating an
American Red Cross Base Hospital began, with the following finance com-
mittee in charge of plans for the $50,000 subscription fund required by the
Red Cross program:

J. A. Campbell, chairman; H. H. Stambaugh, H. L. Round, Philip Schaff,
Clarence Strouss, C. H. Kennedy, Wells L. Griswold, A. E. Adams, Henry Gar-
lick, M. I. Arms, Dr. W. H. Buechner, J. Fernley Bonnell, Richard Garlick
and Hugh Grant.

[19]
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George L. Fordyce and Fred S. Bunn, superintendent of the Youngs-
town City Hospital, immediately started the purchase of equipment sug-
gested by the government authorities, taking advantage of every oppor-
tunity to get for the Youngstown Base Hospital equipment which was sure
to be scarce when the country at large took up the organization of similar
institutions. The specifications were for a 500 bed hospital and all pur-
chases were on a liberal allowance for that capacity.

Only a few days were required for the subscription of more than the
prescribed $50,000, the finance committee making a thorough canvass of the
entire city, more than 300 persons and firms contributing. A large share
of the total was realized in a single evening when many of the wealthiest
men of the city gathered informally and agreed upon their respective share
of the total. A complete list of subscribers follows:

M. I. Arms, Mrs. G. D. Wick, Estate Myron C. Wick, W. J. Hitchcock,
Frank Hitchcock, George L. Fordyce Co., The Ohio Leather Co., W. H.
Foster, R. D. Gibson, John C. Wick, J. Warner, Emily W. Bonnell, Caroline
Bonnell, J. F. Bonnell, W. J. Sampson, Mason Wick, L. L. Liebman, J. D.
Rees, Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Bonnell, W. M. Andrews, Horace Williamson,
John Tod, Ohio Iron and Steel Co., Youngstown Sheet and Tube Co.,
Youngstown Iron and Steel Co., Robert Bentley, J. A. Campbell, Brier Hill
Steel Co., C. H. Booth, John and Grace Harrington, E. L. Ford, H. M. Gar-
lick, Trussed Concrete Steel Co., Carbon Limestone Co., A. M. Clark,
Struthers Furnace Co., H. H. Stambaugh, John Stambaugh, The W. B.
Pollock Co., Porter Pollock, General Fireproofing Co., C. D. Hine, George
E. Day, George Stambaugh, G. F. Arrel, Mrs. G. F. Arrel, East Ohio Gas Co.,
Edmond L. Brown, W. J. Roberts, R. E. Cornelius, J. R. Rowland, George
E. Dudley, L. T. Peterson, W. A. Beecher, T. L. Robinson, Robert McCurdy
Co., W. B. McKelvey, Bessemer Limestone Co., David Tod Arrel, H. M.
Hurd, W. B. Topping, R. Jones, Jr., G. F. Allerdyce, F. B. Medbury, Thomas
McDonald, Phillip Schaff, W. B. Hall, Realty Trust Co., Mr. and Mrs. W. P.
Arms.

Julius Kahn, Youngstown Ice Co., A. P. Smith, Paul Jones, Vindicator,
W. F. Maag, Sr., Lloyd Booth, J. W. Ford, Renner Brewery, Fred Tod, R.
P. Stevens, Strouss Hirschberg Co., Mahoning Buick Co., Ritter and Meyer,
Bert H. Printz, Frankel Bros. Co., Hartzell Bros. Co., Block Gas Mantle
Co., R. C. Steese, Banner Electric Co., A. E. Reinman, J. G. Butler, Jr., G.
M. McKelvey Co., L. B. McKelvey, Rose Johnson Co., Heller Bros., Henry
Butler, C. H. Kennedy, Leah M. McKelvey, H. W. Heedy, E. L. McKelvey,
Mr. and Mrs. J. O. Pew, C. Thornton, G. F. Danielson, David Tod, Crystal
Ice & Storage Co.

C. A. Cochran, Falcon Bronze Co., Mason Evans, Union Wholesale
Lumber Co., American Sintering Co., Republic Iron & Steel Co., T. J. Bray,
G. E. Rose, H. L. Round, The Telegram Co., S. G. McClure, J. W. Dietrick,
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Youngstown Securities Co., J. H. McEwen, Estate Thomas H. Wells, C. S.
Robinson, W. E. Manning, W. E. Watson, A. H. Dillon, W. A. Thomas,
E. E. Leedy, C. H. Krauter, United Eng. & Foundry Co.

W. C. Reilly, H. W. Grant, Charles Deibel, J. P. Colleran, The Gillen-
McVean Co., The John Gallagher Co., Ernest Salow, B. M. McManus Co,,
The Lytle-Wentz Co., Stambaugh-Thompson Co., P. J. Thompson, R. R.
Sharmeon NESESsDennisony ROSPS Harntshorn,® € Ne {Crandall;® Arabelle
Crandall.

A. E. Adams, C. J. Wick, Akron Soap Co., D. A. Allen, M. I. Arms 2nd,
J. C. Barrett, The Barrett Co.,, W. R. Beard, J. M. Bennington, J. J. Beck,
C. J. Bloom, G. A. Blaine, J. H. Bloom, Annie Arms Bonnell, H. J. Braman,
Ernich Brown, Ella Brown, Mrs. C. E. Felton, R. D. Brown, H. L. Burn-
ham W@ Carman O Cassaday, iBsiice " RENCampbell® hhe Central
Sforer@ol "NUEHE Chaney. s Stewarnt € Coeys . . Coner, T B Connell; D
Ida Clarke, M. S. Curtis, M. E. Coombs, C. W. Deibel, E. J. Deibel, David
Dayis, VoW DeFaney B Draper, LW Edwards, Helen' E. Elsaesser,
AT sion S EE Rwin o SRS Bwalt. s @ HE Blliott, W, EFHais N B:
Bolsonp REMWE Boncicr DA Gearys Wil Gibson, T @ Gilchrist S PR
Gordon, A. C. Graham, Guthman & Cantwell, J. P. Hazlett, F. A. Harten-
stein, G. H. Heedy, W. M. Henderson, J. N. Higley, W. C. Holzworth,
Eleanor Heedy, W. T. James, T. A. Jacobs, Jeckell Bros.

E. D. Jones, J. B. Kennedy, T. H. Kane, W. L. Kauffman, Gustave
Keahn SERBSKane @haslest Kloonce M WS lPawthiers s B liawrence,
Lief Lee, W. R. Leonard, C. J. Little, M. R. Lightbody, S. W. Luce, Lyons
Laeri Co., Mahoning Foundry Co., J. S. Mitchell, H. R. Moore, W. J. Morris,
e BN ueh B G Ninsrays AT N anchiester® CXRWaN BN cClune, )-8 K
McAleer, E. T. McCleary, W. C. McKain, J. J. McNally, J. N. Nutt, John
Oliver, Ozersky Bros. Baking Co., Harry Parrock, Thomas Parrock, Fay-
ette Powers, Powers & Schroder, Miss Timp Pollock, Pollock Dougherty
@o., J: B. Roberts, G. A. Reinhart, €. J. Reese, J. M. Shaw, L. B. Scheible
& Son, C. F. Semple, W. A. Smith, D. B. Stephens, Alexander Stephens,
E. A. Stanley, Thomas Strain, G. M. Streeter, H. W. Stevens, C. E. Simon-
ton, €. E. Shriver, E. H. Turner, Mss. Henry Tod, W. J. Thompson, J. W.
Truedley, L. H. Underwood, J. Van Baalen, W. W. Wallace, C. F. Walker,
W Wa s statie GEaVaRWalte i P Wiiclo aWilkins IEeonard  Col, " WEE.
Whitten, D. E. E. Woodside.

J. R. Wooley, Yahrling Rayner Co., Youngstown Arc Engraving Co.,
Youngstown Foundry & Machine Co., C. E. Evans, Fisher Gilder Cartage
Co., J. H. Good, Guttridge & Rand, Hearn Fithian Co., Kennedy Boyle Co.,
H. W. Kerr, M. F. Menster, F. H .Nullmeyer, J. L. Roemer, Standard Slag
Co., J. W. Woltz, W. G. Wilson, J. H. Edwards, Paul Healey, J. R. Thomas’
Sons, Chelekis Bros., Beil & Evans Co., Carnegie Steel Co., W. C. Gans,
ERERNEolsom SN EERGrose S AT E  Jupp; Jos! Joseph & Bros. Co., H. €.
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Knowles, W. N. Neckerman, J. E. Perry, J. E. Rudge, C. S. Short, G. S.
Wilkerson, W. M. Rowney, Charles Cushwa, M. H. Eckert, Harry Levin-
son, William Wilson, W. R. Stewart, Ohio Automatic Sprinkler Co.

Subsequent activities, including organization, training, and operation,
follow in chronoligical order.

April 9: Miss Frances Kehoe, assistant supervisor of nurses, Youngs-
town Hospital, was selected as Chief Nurse with instructions to proceed
with the enlistment of the Nurse Corps to the required number.

April 14: The following physicians and surgeons, having stated their
preference for overseas service, made formal application for commission in
the Officers’ Reserve Corps, through the American Red Cross:

Majors: Dr. Colin R. Clark, as director and chief of medical service;
Dr. James A. Sherbondy, as assistant director and chief of surgical service;
Dr. Burt W. Wilson, as assistant medical director.

Captains: Dr. Charles C. Wolforth, director and chief of laboratories;
Dr. Sidney M. McCurdy, registrar; Dr. John Heberding, roentgenologist;
Dr. Maurice P. Jones, assistant surgical service; Dr. John L. Washburn,
ophthalmologist; Dr. Frederick J. Bierkamp, rhinologist and laryngologist;
Dr. Ralph R. Morrall, orthopedist; Dr. A. E. Brant, urologist and staff
surgeon.

Lieutenants: Dr. John V. Buchanan, Dr. Edward H. Jones; Dr. Dean
A. Nesbitt, Dr. Clarence D. Barrett, Dr. Ray W. Fenton, Dr. William H.
Bunn, Dr. William Kerr Allsop, Dr. Colin McF. Reed, Dr. Everett R.
Thomas, Dr. Charles H. Moses and Dr. Parker G. Borden. Dr. Robert W.
Morgan and Dr. Walter H. McCreary made application for commission in
Dental Corps.

May 2: Rev. William Carson Press, M. A,, for ten years pastor of the
Evergreen Presbyterian Church, Youngstown, was reported as American
Red Cross Volunteer Chaplain.

May 13: Under instructions from American Red Cross Headquarters,
Washington, D. C, applicants for commission went to Cleveland, Ohio, for
physical examination by Major Bunts, U.S. A. Dr. John Heberding and Dr.
Edward H. Jones failed to appear for examination. Their places were filled
by Dr. Orrin D. Hudnutt as roentgenologist and Dr. David B. Phillips. Dr.
R. W. Morgan was rejected because of physical disability, on account of
eyesight, and Dr. Forrest W. Ward was substituted as applicant for com-
mission in Dental Reserve Corps.

May 20: The following men, having been previously enrolled, were
enlisted as members of the Medical Enlisted Reserve Corps, with instruc-
tions to await call to active service:
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Alban A. Ahn, Frederick B. Artz, Harry W. Baird, Joseph D. Baker,
Emil A. Barnes, John J. Barth, Abraham D. Beam, Claude E. Beaumont,
Hazen L. Becker, Daniel H. Bodin, John Bovill, Jr., Frank J. Burt, Clarence
W. Carlson, Joseph Chambers, Walter A. Church, Harold M. Cornelius,
Benjamin H. Cover, Hugh C. Cover, Paul G. Cover, Austin C. Cullinan,
James W. Davis, Thomas B. Davis, Paul A. DeGarmo, Cyril P. Deibel,
Alphonso A. DeWaldo, Clair V. Dobson, Harold B. Ellis, George F. Eppley,
Abdon Farran, Floyd A. Faulds, Roy D. Fenton, Ralph W. Fieger, Milton
L. Flack, Harry A. Ford, Allan R. Forsyth, Rex L. Fortney, Merrill R. Fox,
Albert R. Fraser, John M. Fraser, Harold Funkhouser, Harry S. Gaskeen,
George P. Gee, Arthur E. Genuske, Lester O. Gibson, Lloyd H. Gleason,
Frederick L. Gorman, William M. Gribble, Dan F. Griffin.

Edson L. Hart, Edward C. Hasenplug, Joseph L. Heffernan, Carl
Helander, John A. Hickman, Samuel J. Holt, Walter A. Holtzman, Richard
S. Hunter, Paul I. Hynes, David J. Irwin, Arthur John, Raymond Johnston,
Frank H. Judson, Jr., Raymond J. Kane, Ralph L. Kelly, William M. Kohl-
morgan, George N. Latimer, Matthew C. Leskawa, Fred C. Lewis, Eugene
M. Liddle, William H. Ludt, Jr., Roy O. Lytle, Paul V. Manning, William T.
Manning, William P. McBride, John M. McCaughey, Robert E. McCluskey,
Robert McCreery, Charles M. McGlynn, Ben McKeever, Frank H. Mc-
Kelvey, Randall M. McNabb, Harry R. McPhee, Frank H. McWhirter,
Walter L. Meuser, Paul Meyer, Lloyd Miller, George A. Millman, Archie
D. Minamyer, Lloyd A. Mines, Frank E. Moore, Harry J. Moreman, Charles
D. Morgan, Jeremiah F. Morris, Claude H. Morrow, Alvin Newman, Philip
E. Oldaker, Lee J. Pelen, Frank M. Pickens, Wallace H. Pifer, Merton V.
Porter, Walter S. Prichard, Allen E. Pritchard, John E. Ramsey, Paul
Raymond, Thomas H. Rees, Finley F. Reid, Waldo E. Ripple, Joseph W.
Robb, William J. Rupp, Winfield L. Sample, Donald L. Shaw, Raymond T.
Schottenberg, Martin J. Slattery, Alvin L. Smith, James P. Snead, Gust N.
Spong, William E. Stewart, Arthur M. Stone, Arthur C. Thomas, Ray L.
Thomas, John M. Thornton, Carl S. Turner, Lawrence N. Turner, Paul H.
Velker, Charles M. Wall, Ralph K. Wallace, Robert A. Walton, Charles B.
Wakefield, William M. Watt, Sheridan L. Weaver, Cecil W. Whitworth,
John E. Wirt, Auren D. Williams.

May 30: Capt. Sidney McCurdy was ordered to Fort Benjamin Harri-
son for training at Medical Reserve Officers’ Training Camp.

June 26: The following enlisted men were sworn in as privates M. E.
R. C.: Clifford Ainge, Alfred T. Button, Lamont H. Button, Frederick H.
Button, Robert E. Jones, Frances M. Kirwin, Bertram Lustig, George L.
More, Walter A. Onorato, Joseph E. Seifert, Harrison T. Sexton, Reginald
V. Taylor, Carl Van Orman, George H. Watson and Eldon D. Williams.
Arthur M. Devey had been sworn in earlier.

July 24: Major Colin R. Clark was ordered to Fort Benjamin Harrison
for training in Medical Reserve Corps.
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August 6: Capt. E. C. Kaefer, Q. M. C., U.S. R,, unit quartermaster,
arrived to assume charge of packing and shipping all property.

August 8: Youngstown Hospital made its first public appearance in
parade formation, the occasion being the farewell gathering to Companies
A and B of the 10th Ohio Regiment. The parade proceeded through Front,
Federal, Wick and Indiana streets to Wick Park. Nurses, in charge
of Miss Frances Kehoe, Chief Nurse, were assembled for the first time.
The Unit band made its premiere.

August 14: Capt. A. E. Brant was ordered to Rockefeller Institute,
New York City, for laboratory training.

August 15: Lt. Parker G. Borden, ordered to Fort Benjamin, began
military training.

August 25: Lt. David B. Phillips was ordered to Fort Benjamin Har-
rison and Lt. Orrin D. Hudnutt was ordered to Cornell University X-Ray
school, for training.

August 28: Harry M. Raub and Harry Stratigas were enlisted as pri-
vates M. E. R. C. Raymond ]J. Farber was reported as private M. E. R. C.

August 29: Major Colin R. Clark returned from course of training for
medical officers at Fort Benjamin Harrison.

The entire unit was assembled to attend the unit picnic at “Idora
Park,” Youngstown, held under the auspices of the enlisted men to raise
funds to buy band instruments. Thousands of persons gathered during the
day and evening, a considerable fund being realized.

August 30: Capt. Adam E. Schlanser, Medical Corps, U. S. A., arrived
to take command of U. S. Army Base Hospital No. 31, that being the new
official Army designation. Captain Schlanser had been stationed at Colum-
bus Barracks a number of years.

Sept. 4: Capt. Adam E. Schlanser received notification of promotion to
the ranl of Major, M. € TS AC

Sept. 6: All officers notified to report for active duty to Major A. E.
Schlanser at 9 o’clock, A. M., at City Hospital, were given instructions as to
baggage and personal necessities for overseas service. All officers were
ordered to report at the same hour each succeeding morning. Capt. Sidney
McCurdy and Lts. Borden and Phillips returned from an abbreviated course
at Officers’ Training Camp, Fort Benjamin Harrison.

Sept. 7: The entire personnel mobilized at medical room of Mahoning
Medical Society, City Library, for roll call. Capt. A. E. Brant returned
from New York City, where he had been in training at Rockefeller Institute.
Capt. Charles C. Wolferth joined the organization from Philadelphia, Pa.
Lt. Orrin D. Hudnutt joined. John M. Cavanaugh, Samuel B. McClellan
and Walter Winfield were enlisted as privates, M. E. R. C.
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Sept. 8: U. S. Army Base Hospital No. 31 entrained for Allentown, Pa.,
to undergo training preliminary to service overseas. The departure from
Youngstown was marked by patriotic displays of utmost enthusiasm and
splendor, the entire city turning out to do honor to the one organization
that was purely its own. The personnel had gathered in the morning for
instructions as to baggage and to hear the Articles of War read by Capt.
Sidney McCurdy. They met again at four o’clock P. M. to receive the gifts
of the American Red Cross and the W. C. T. U. Headed by the Regimental
Band of the 10th Ohio Infantry the personnel marched from the City
Library to the Erie Railroad station. Three companies of infantry formed
the guard of honor through the streets crowded with cheering thousands.

The departure from Youngstown marked the end of the first stage in
the history of Base Hospital No. 31. Organized originally as a Red Cross
institution, it soon became a regular Army Base Hospital, under the direct
supervision of army authorities. The American Red Cross having directed
its organization, financing and equipment had completed its work and
turned over to the War Department, as one of the first of its fifty base
hospitals ready for overseas duty, the Youngstown unit.

Although the work of creating a base hospital was done under the
direct supervision of headquarters of the American Red Cross in Washing-
ton, D. C., too much credit cannot be given the local chapter, viz.,, The
Mahoning chapter. By its indorsement of the original plans and its close
co-operation in raising funds, Mahoning Chapter rendered a great service.
But more than the mere giving of dollars; more than simple speechmaking;
beyond the valuable work of soliciting subscriptions—all of this was im-
portant and well done—was the tremendous good done by the hundreds of
women of Mahoning Chapter, who, by the labor of their hands produced
thousands of pieces, each and every one of which was destined to make for
the comfort of some soldier lying ill or wounded in Base Hospital No. 31
in France.

The chapter furnished 94,499 surgical dressings, 27,969 pieces of hospital
linen, including sheets, pillow cases, pajamas, operating and hospital gowns
and personal linens—all to be shipped overseas for Base Hospital No. 31.
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TRAINING

Sept. 9, 1917: U. S. Army Base Hospital No. 31, Major A. E.
Schlanser, M. C,, U.S. A.,, commanding, entered upon its training career
at medical corps training camp, Allentown, Pa., immediately upon its
arrival from Youngstown, O. The full quota of enlisted men and officers
reported for duty upon arrival, with the exception of such officers as were
on detached service or not yet returned from training camps. The first
day’s activity consisted chiefly of unpacking and preparing barracks.

Sept. 11: Rookies, in every sense of the term, the enlisted men lined
up for the first drill in the company street, officers and men participating
in a lengthy fundamental drill and calisthenics.

The nurse detachment left Youngstown at 8 o’clock for New York
City, there to await embarkation orders. The detachment included sixty-
four nurses, under direction of Miss Frances Kehoe. Earlier in the day they
were administered the oath at the McMillan Library. The “send-off” at
the Erie Station rivalled the display of the previous Saturday when the
enlisted men left for Allentown.

The detachment included: Frances M. Kehoe, Chief Nurse; Martha
W. Anderson, Mrs. M. P. Jones, Catherine B. Bonner, Hazel F. Bryan,
Ella B. Brown, Winifred R. Bullock, Winifred C. Campbell, Edith M.
Caldwell, Catherine E. Cassidy, Delia Conricote, Florence A. Dark, Edith
M. Dewitte, Olive M. Dunn, Harriet J. Eckels, Esther N. Erickson,
Marguerite Findlay, Lelia M. Gettles, Ella Mae Gilchrist, Minnie H. Gray,
Grace E. Harris, Edith L. Hadsall, Margaret E. Herr, Sarah J. Hunter,
Lena M. Hurd, Hattie M. Hyland, Lyda J. Hyland, Alma A. Jones, Anna
O. Jones, Margaret K. Keegan, Helen G. Larkworthy, Blanche A. Lewis,
Mary F. McClenahan, Grace M. Merrill, Minna T. Meyer, Dorothy B.
Millman, Mary D. Mitchell, Esile G. Mohler, Mary M. Murphy, Gladys C.
Nonemaker, Nell F. Notestine, Ellen F. O’Brien, Leona R. Osborne, Lorene
M. Phillips, Mrs. Burbank, Olive N. Reed, Eleanor Reid, Anna M. Roberts,
Agnes A. Sharkey, Mary L. Shea, Grace R. Singer, Rachel Smith, Martha
R. Stirling, Margaret C. Stoffel, Ruth Butler, Viva I. Thompson, Adelaide
M. Vanderholt, Anna Vaughan, Clara A. Wack, Marie Watson, Ora M.
Welshons, Gladys H. Wiesen, Pearl M. Worley, and Hazel Knauf.

Sept. 15: Capt. Maurice P. Jones and Lt. J. U. Buchanan were
ordered to the Neurological School, University of Pennsylvania, Philadel-
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phia, for a course of special instruction. The first inspection of officers’
quarters and enlisted men’s barracks proved entirely successful.

Sept. 17: Capt. R. R. Morrall was ordered to Washington, D. C., to
report for temporary duty with the Orthopedic section.

Sept. 19: Miss Ella Louise Wick, and Miss Frances Boyd, civilian em-
ployes, and Miss Jeanette Martner, dietician, reported for duty at Allen-
town and were ordered to proceed to Ellis Island to join nurses already
stationed at that place.

Sept. 24: Capt. Charles C. Wolferth was ordered to report at Camp
Wheeler, Ga., for temporary duty as cardio-vascular examiner.

Sept. 27: Capt A. E. Brant, of the Surgical staff, addressed members
of the Allentown Medical Academy on the Carrell-Dakin treatment of
infections.

Oct. 1: French classes for officers and men with a fixed schedule,
were inaugurated. Officers were under tutelege of Pvt. Joseph L. Heffernan,
the enlisted men being taught by Pvts. Frederick B. Artz and Abdon
Farran.

Oct. 4: Major Burt W. Wilson was relieved from duty with Base
Hospital No. 31 because of illness.

Oct. 15: During an immense demonstration for the Second Liberty
Loan, Base Hospital No. 31 subscribed $16,250, nearly all the enlisted men
and officers buying at least one $50 bond. The entire camp subscribed
$203,950. The entire camp participated in the parade during the evening.

Oct. 25: Base Hospital No. 31 participated in a general review of all
troops in training at Allentown by General Vengel, French Army.

Oct. 29: Lt. Orrin D. Hudnutt was ordered to report to Cornell Uni-
versity X-Ray school for course of instruction.

Nov. 20: Entire command made a practice pack of baggage, anticipat-
ing orders to move.

Nov. 21: Base Hospital No. 31 broke camp at Allentown under orders
to prcceed to concentration and embarkation camp by way of Jersey City,
leaving via Philadelphia and Reading railroad. During the seventy-two
days spent in training a personnel totally unfamiliar with things military
became thoroughly acclimated. Consistent and thorough drilling produced
exceptional work in the ranks, and lectures prepared a foundation for the
practical work to be done overseas. Members of the staff, also, were
subjected to rigorous drills designed to better prepare them for the work
that was before the unit with the fighting forces. In addition to their
military activities members of the staff associated frequently with medical
interests in the camp and city.
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Nov. 22: Arriving in Jersey City at 4 o'clock A. M. the detachment
cleared its train at 6 o'clock A. M., took a ferry boat to Pennsylvania
Station and then went by railroad to Camp Mills, Long Island. The
situation found there was very trying. Rain had made the camp site a
sea of mud. Tents had not been procured and the site was not definitely
planned. A full day’s work produced the necessary tents before night.
The first mess could not be served until 4:30 o’clock P. M., when the men
had their first meal with units of the Forty-first Division.

Nov. 23: Camp was laid out and bell tents pitched. Camp guards were
placed and the business of awaiting further orders commenced.

Nov. 27: Capt. C. C. Wolferth returned from detached service at
Camp Wheeler, Ga.

Nov. 28: First full inspection of entire personnel under the new cir-
cumstances at Camp Mills was successful.

Nov. 30: Very hard rain which flooded the camp, together with wind,
and a storm which blew down several tents marked the occasion of the

first muster and inspection.

Dec. 6: William H. Williamson, Master Hospital Sergeant, U.S. A,,
reported to the Commanding Officer for duty with Base Hospital No. 31.
He came to Camp Mills from Syracuse, N. Y., where he had been stationed
as non-commissioned officer in charge of the Camp Hospital at the Syra-
cuse concentration camp. Sergeant Williamson had seen continuous
service since November 14, 1898, when, on first enlistment, he was assigned
to the medical department. He served throughout the Spanish-American
War, aiding in the fight against the yellow fever epidemic at Pinar del Rio
and later at Quemados de Marainao. For two years he was pharmacist to
the Evacuation Commission in Havana during the period of General
Leonard Wood’s governorship. Soon after returning to the United States
in February, 1904, Williamson was sent to Pittsburgh as a member of a
detachment to establish a hospital at Allegheny arsenal. He was made a
sergeant at Pittsburgh. In 1907 and 1908 he was an instructor in phar-
macy and materia medica in Washington, D. C., and subsequently had
important assignments in various camps. He went to Mexico with General
Pershing’s expedition, spending eleven months of 1916 and 1917 in that
country. He was assigned to Camp Syracuse from El Paso soon after the
United States entered the war against Germany.

Dec. 8: The hardest storm seen on Long Island in many years blew
down many tents and the entire camp became uninhabitable as a result of
flood and frequent fires. Very nearly all other units had quit camp prior
to this date.

Dec. 11: Unit undertook to manage its own mess for the first time
since entering service. The kitchens of the 163rd and 164th Field Hospitals
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were utilized for the purpose. Officers’ mess was handled under the same
arrangement.

Dec. 12: Confidential sailing orders having been received, all Class
“B” baggage was shipped to a point of embarkation in charge of Capt. M.
P. Jones.

Dec. 14: Awake at 1:30 o’'clock A. M., the entire command prepared
for the trip to the point of embarkation; prepared packs and baggage;
messed at 2:45 o’clock and at 3:15 o’clock were ready to hike to the train.
During the night, however, a severe storm had arisen. Beginning with
snow, turning to rain and leading to a terrific wind, the weather conditions
made inadvisable the contemplated departure. Water had risen beyond
the level of the tent floors; the wind had torn up shelter in all parts of the
camp, and fire had consumed the quarters of several squads. The gale
became so violent that it was difficult to march against it, and the trip
was delayed until 4:15 o’clock, it being expected that the wind, which had
swept across Long Island incessantly for hours, would subside sufficiently
to permit progress. Roads had become impassable in the dark hours and
another delay until 7:45 o’clock was decided upon because the trucks could
not be procured to haul baggage. The unit finally boarded the train at 9
o’clock, going to Long Island City, and from there by ferry to Hoboken,
where the entire command boarded the Leviathan.

The detachment of nurses, which had been in training at Ellis Island,
joined the command at Hoboken. The women had been in training at
Ellis Island since September 30, when they were transferred from Columbia
War Hospital No. 1 at Gunhill Road. Gunhill Road was the first desti-
nation of the nurses after they left Youngstown on September 12. During
the stay at EMis Island several changes were made in the personnel of the
Nurse Corps. Four nurses had been disqualified because of marriage or
ill health. Their places were taken by Miss Lily Anderson, Miss Alys M.
Stryker, Miss Mary Powers and Miss Bertha M. Witt. Miss Frances Boyd,
Miss Jeanette Martner and Miss Ella Louise Wick, civilian employes, were
included in the detachment.

On board the Leviathan the officers were assigned to quarters on C,
D, and E decks; nurses on D and E decks. Enlisted men were “bunked”

on G deck.

Dec. 15: Drawn from her slip by the convoy of tugs, the Leviathan
swung into New York Harbor at 7:30 A. M. The sea was calm and all
indications were for a more comfortable journey than had been expected.

Dec. 19: Visions of submarines:—While the detachment of Base Hos-
pital No. 31 was assembled in the mess hall for a lifeboat drill the con-
cussion of a gun discharge shattered the mess hall windows and brought
immediate thoughts of the enemy submarine being attacked by the vessel
that once had flown their flag. After the rst excitement subsided, it
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became generally known that there had been a mere indulgence in target
practice. A submarine had not been used as a target.

Dec. 22: That for which every American soldier and sailor sailing the
seas was then seeking appeared with the break of dawn. Six darting little
destroyers began their circling around the Leviathan in search of enemy
submarines. During the afternoon others joined the flotilla that guarded
the largest vessal carrying American troops, on its maiden voyage as an
American transport.

Dec. 23: Land was sighted.

Dec. 24: The Leviathan slipped into port at Liverpool, England, with
the tide, after having rested at anchor in the river through the night.
Having been first to embark at Hoboken, Base Hospital No. 31 was the
first to debark, going on land at 11:30 o’clock A. M., and, proceeding to the
Liverpool station, started the trip to Southampton at 2 o’clock P. M. The
nurses remained at Liverpool until the night train for Southampton.
Arriving at Southampton at 10 o’clock at night, the officers and enlisted
men marched to a “rest camp,” arriving there at midnight. “Merry Christ-
mas” was in the air before the camp was still.

Dec. 25: Christmas Day found the joy born of “being overseas”
mingled with the sorrowing reflections on the “Christmas back home”, as
the officers and men spent a routine day in camp. The nurses had em-
barked for the trip across the channel soon after their arrival at South-
ampton, leaving the rest of the organization to spend the day between
camp and city.

Dec. 26: The “Mona’s Queen”, previously in the cattle trade, carried
the officers and men across the English channel. The trip was rough,
many of the command becoming ill. Havre was reached at 11 o’clock
P. M, and it was decided that all remain on board until morning.

Dec. 27: Debarking early in the morning the detachment marched to
British Rest Camp No. 2, where the officers were quartered in huts, the
men using barracks. The nurses were quartered at downtown hotels.

Dec. 30: After three days at Havre “Rest Camp” the entire command,
including nurses, entrained at 5 o’clock A. M. for a destination known only
to those in command. In prospect, the journey was to be of uncertain
duration. For the officers and nurses first and second class cars were to
be cold—for the enlisted men freight cars marked “40 Hommes 8 Chevaux”
were to be a new experience—if nothing more.

Before the darkness of night made the thing impossible, one soldier
made this notation in his diary under date of Dec. 30, ’17: “Cold and clear.
We got up at 3:00 A. M., packed our rolls and marched two miles to the
station. It seemed much longer. Our visions of ‘cattle cars’ had not been
exaggerated. We were divided into groups of thirty men each and as-
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signed to our ‘transportation.” Rode all day in misery and had hard tack,

’ 9

red horse and ‘coffee’.

The day had been bitterly cold and the too scanty protection of a box
car took its toll when Sgt. Robert E. Jones, ill with pneumonia, was taken
from the train at the station Argenteuil. It had been decided he was too
ill to withstand the exposure of the trip.

Dec. 31: The clear sky of the day before had clouded over and it was
snowing when morning came. There had been no heat in the passenger
cars and the straw sprinkled over the floor of the box cars held little
warmth. The soldier’s diary for this day holds this note:

“Cold and snowy. Spent a night such as only my dreams had antici-
pated; didn’t have enough room to lie down and so sat up all night and
dozed while I wasn’t too busy thinking of keeping warm. Found a piece
of tin along the tracks this morning, and we built a fire on it in the center
of the car. I don’t know what the fellows in the other cars did. It seemed
as though they all came into our ‘parlor car” We all look like sons of an
Ethiopian prince. The smoke is thick and sooty—but warm—and they say
the place we are going to is a ‘watering place’. Bought a canteen of beer
at some station—don’t know what they call it, but it looked French—that is,
the station. The beer tasted anything but American. This is some trip—
an experience we won’t forget soon.”

January 1, 1918: Contrexeville, hitherto unheard of, except by those
who by some chance had seen an advertisement or label of “Contrexeville
Water”, was the destination reached at 11:30 o’clock, after fifty-six hours
of the most strenuous travel.

Arrival at Contrexeville marked the end of the second epoch in the
history of Base Hospital No. 31—its training for the work to be taken up
at its new position. Camp Mills disagreeable as it was, prepared the men
for the strenuous trip before them. That they withstood the journey with
so little illness was doubtless due to the process of hardening undergone
in the period of training. Sgt. Frank Pickens had acquired pneumonia on
the journey, and on arrival was sent immediately to Base Hospital No. 36
at Vittel. Miss Mary McClenahan, A. N. C., was sent to the same hospital
with measles.

Base Hospital No. 32, Indianapolis, Ind., already stationed at Contrexe-
ville, had planned for the arrival of the new unit and served noon mess.
The remainder of the day was spent in the preparation of quarters and the
removal of the most visible marks of the long, dirty journey.
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January 2, 1918: Enlisted men having been quartered, temporarily, in
structures which in peace times had served as a granary and drying room,
officers housed in Hotel Souveraine and nurses in Hotel Cosmopolitan, the
work of getting acquainted with the village of Contrexeville began after
the first night’s rest.

Contrexeville, celebrated throughout France for more than 100 years
for its waters, is a more or less typical French town, a little more than
1,100 feet above sea level. Completely surrounded by hills, it is sheltered
from high winds. Geographically, Contrexeville is on the railway which
connects Nancy and Langres, 370 kilometers from Paris; five kilometers
from a similar resort, Vittel, the home of Base Hospitals Nos. 36 and 23.
Neufchateau is 29 kilometers to the north. Contrexeville became popular
because of its Pavillon Spring, which was first brought under public notice
in 1760 by Dr. Bagard, who had been physician to King Stanislas of Lor-
raine. Chemical analysis of its waters in 1864 brought to the attention of
the French that the components of the water from Pavillon Spring were
exceptional in their combination. Because of the great variety of minerals
contained, medical men soon recommended courses of treatment at Con-
trexeville.

To care for the patronage of the hundreds of persons who came each
summer from all parts of the world twelve large hotels were constructed,
together with a number of smaller hostelries and innumerable villas, all of
which catered to the trade of the “Buveurs”.

Principal among these hotels were: La Souveraine, Cosmopolitain-
Palace, de I’Etablissement, Royal, de la Providence, Continental, des Douze
Apotres, Harmand, Martin Felix, de Paris, Martin Aine, de I’Europe, du
Parc and Thiery et des Sources. Of this number all but des Douze
Apotres, du Parc and de I’Europe were requisitioned by the French Gov-
ernment for the use of American hospitals. Of this number three were
occupied temporarily by Base Hospital No. 32: the Continental for its
kitchen and dining rooms; the Souveraine as barracks for the officers and
the Cosmopolitain for the nurses and enlisted men’s mess hall.

A natural geographic division grouped the twelve buildings designed
for hospital service. A park almost in the very center of the village
embraced four buildings, one of which was the Etablissement Minerales,
a bath house operated by the Societe des Eaux. Directly opposite was
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the Hotel de I'Etablissement. The Souveraine and the Casino were the
other structures within the park. These buildings, with the Hotels Martin
Felix, Thiery, Martin Aine, Continental and Harmand, formed the lower
group. The upper group, situated on the other side of the park, comprised
the Hotels Providence and annex, Paris, Royal and Cosmopolitain. The
River Vair, in America hardly to be dignified by a name, passes through
the center of the town, being covered by concrete construction for several
hundred yards.

Before the arrival of Base Hospital No. 31, Base Hospital No. 32 being
first on the scene, exercised its natural option and chose the four hotels
in the upper segment of the town, leaving the others, with approximately
the same bed capacity, to Base Hospital No. 31. The Hotel Continental,
situated on the main street of the village, was the largest of the lower
group, being a four-story structure faced with stucco. The lower floor
was divided into what had been used as kitchen, dining rooms, grand salon
and cafe. The upper floors were made up of rooms of the ordinary French
hotel size, accommodating from three to five hospital beds. The building
had an independent non-potable water supply. Plumbing facilities were
good, in comparison with other French summer resort structures. An
independent sewage system consisted of several septic tanks, the overflow
from the tanks draining into the River Vair.

Hotel Martin Aine, on the same street, was a four-story building of
brick and sandstone. Part of the lower floor had been retained by the
owners for private use. The other part had been used as a dining room.
A single corridor divided the rooms on the upper floors, the rooms being
about the same size as those at the Continental. A three-story annex in the
court contained several small rooms, not particularly desirable for hospital
purposes. On the north side of the court a small structure housed the
kitchen. Hotel Thiery, across the Esplanade, the smallest of the series of
hotels, was a three-story building of sandstone. The main floor, as
found, was divided into two parts by the corridor. On the north side
was the hotel dining room, with an entrance to the kitchen in the small
building at the rear. On the south side were several small stores. The
upper floors had only a few spacious rooms capable of holding five or six
hospital beds.

The Martin Felix was a building of two parts of almost the same size.
The ground floor of the northern half was occupied by the owners, except
for one small room and the large dining room. Smaller dining rooms
occupied the main floor of the other half of the hotel. The upper floors,
three in the northern half and two in the southern, comprised a number of
small and irregularly placed rooms, some of which would accommodate not
more than two beds. A large kitchen was located in the court.

Within the park was the Hotel de I’Etablissement, most irregularly
planned, ancient and poorly kept. In parts it was three stories high, else-
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where two stories. It had every appearance of having been built on the
installment plan, without following any one style of architecture or any
system of planning. Corridors were narrow, dark and crooked; rooms
low-ceilinged for the main part, small but well lighted and well suited to
the needs of the animal life readily found. The main floor of one part of
the building embraced two large dining salons that promised utility. An
annex in the rear had been used as servants’ quarters in peace times. The
large kitchen and adjacent rooms showed evidence of much neglect during
the war.

Across the park was situated the Casino, the most modern and beau-
tiful in Contrexeville, housing a capacious theatre, game rooms and salons
which, it was expected, would be used by the surgical department, the
large foyer immediately suggesting itself as an ideal operating pavilion.
The Hotel Souveraine, in peace times the most luxurious and exclusive
hostelry, was likewise the best preserved and most attractive building.
Its architecture was typically late French, being faced with stucco and
carved sandstone ornaments. Its three floors were planned identically.
A wide corridor lighted from the north divided the building. All rooms
were about uniform in size, exceptionally well lighted and had unusual
toilet facilities, bath rooms being part of all the two and three-room suites
into which the entire building was divided.

Hotel Harmand, situated opposite the Souveraine and outside the park,
was four stories high, of brick and sandstone construction. An annex in
the rear was three stories high above a cave built into the hill, which
formed three walls. But little of the main floor was available, the owners
retaining more than half. The remainder consisted of lobby and four
small rooms, two of which faced the street. The upper floors were divided
by a narrow corridor, and the rooms were small, though regular. They
were well lighted and ventilated. The same conditions existed on the two
upper floors of the annex, on the first floor of which were the large dining
room and kitchen which served the hotel.

The entire town was wired for electric current, all the hotel buildings
being wired sufficiently to assure fair illumination. Current was generated
by a power plant in the north end of the town and under municipal control.
In peace times this plant developed sufficient current to care for the needs
of the entire colony. A central reservoir situated on a hill east of the town
supplied the three hotels within the park and the bath house with water,
being, in turn, replenished through a force pump situated in the power
house of the bathing establishment, the source being River Vair. All the
other hotels had independent water supplies, some of which had not been
considered potable by the French. Independent pumps forced water to
individual reservoirs located in the top floors of the respective buildings.

Because the water delivered to the various hotels was not desirable
for drinking purposes and because one of the chief attractions of the resort
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was the series of mnineral springs, these sources were practically the only
ones used for drinking water. The Pavillon, to which Contrexeville owed
its reputation, yielded thirty galions a minute, and the water was available
in the largest drinking hall situated in the dome structure in the center of
the “Court of Honor”, as the large Greco-Roman colonnade was popularly
known. The same water was bottled in the large new bottling plant oppo-
site the Hotel Harmand. Four other springs which came to the surface
within the park furnished lesser quantities of water, which possessed less
widely heralded mineral and therapeutic values. These were known as the
Duchesse, Souveraine, le Prince and le Quai. Still other springs of repute
were situated in other parts of the village.

Unlike many other French villages of its size, Contrexeville boasted of
a general sewage system, which, however, appeared of doubtful efficiency.
All the hotels had septic tanks that were drained into tile pipes laid in the
bed of the River Vair. The cottages and villas in the village drained to
this pipe as well. Typically French “laundries”, situated along the main
highways, in which native women scrubbed clothes in their inimitable way,
had sources of water supply piped from considerable distances. For the
most part this water was from the surface and, therefore, not potable.

Two small fire pumps, an indefinite length of fire hose, a considerable
number of collapsible canvas buckets and a set of short ladders made up
the village equipment for fire fighting. They were kept under lock and
key, the key being hidden securely. Almost without exception the build-
ings showed the results of their misuse or disuse during a period varying
from a few months to four years prior to the coming of the Americans.
Some of the hotels had been occupied as French hospitals and had not
been thoroughly policed upon their departure. Others bore the natural
accumulation of refuse.

It was apparent immediately that the first work before the entire
organization was to “clean house” and to make way for a real American
hospital in what had every appearance of an antiseptic impossibility. This
conclusion having been reached so soon after arrival, Base Hospital No.
31 prepared itself for weeks of action such as had not been looked forward
to. Non-arrival of necessary equipment alone retarded the start.

Jan. 6: The first Sunday in Contrexeville will live in the memory of
the 150 original members of the unit. More than ever before, thoughts
were of home—and the work which had brought Base Hospital No. 31 and
Contrexeville together. Chaplain William C. Press conducted the first
religious services in the mess hall at the Hotel Continental, announcing
that similar services would be held at the same place each Sunday.

Jan. 7: Part of the first floor of Hotel Continental was set aside for
use as Headquarters Office for the hospital, the large room at the left of
the main entrance, as the general office, housing the adjutant’s staff, the
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quartermaster and the detachment forces. An adjacent smaller room was
reserved for the Commanding Officer.

The officers of Base Hospital No. 32 having used the Continental
kitchen and dining room as a mess hall since their arrival, made room for
the officers of Base Hospital No. 31.

Natural resistance having been lowered by the strain of the long trip
overseas and across France, six members of the command became ill with
measles and were transferred to Base Hospital No. 36, at Vittel, which
had a contagious disease ward in operation.

Jan. 10: Two buildings, a bit removed from the other structures in
the village having been leased by the United States government, the
granary and drying room were abandoned as barracks for the enlisted
men and the Cafe du Nord and the Villa Paradis, the latter the summer
residence of a Dr. Graux, substituted. Villa Paradis was considered one
of the most beautiful of the summer homes, having an elaborately planned
and well cared for garden extending over a considerable area at the rear
and side of the building, which was a two-story structure faced with stucco.
There were several rooms of good size, with plenty of light and ventilation
on each of the upper floors, a garage occupying the basement. The Cafe
du Nord, almost on the very edge of the town, was quite capacious, though
ancient. In comparison to what had been used as a barracks even this
structure was most attractive.

Jan. 12: Sgt. Frank Pickens, who had been ill during the journey to
France, died at 11:35 o’clock A. M., at Hotel Palace, U.S. A. Base Hos-
pital No. 36, Vittel.

Jan. 17: Funeral services for Sgt. Pickens were held at Vittel, Chaplain
William C. Press officiating, with Chaplain Maxon of Base Hospital No. 36
assisting. A detachment of officers, nurses and enlisted men attended the
services and later marched to the cemetery where the first member of Base
Hospital No. 31 to make the supreme sacrifice was given his final resting
place.

Cols. A. N. Stark and Reno and Lt. Col. Fife made the first official
inspection of Contrexeville. They found the work of establishment pro-
gressing as rapidly as might be expected.

Jan. 21: Because the Cosmopolitain was nearing completion as a
hospital, the nurses’ quarters were moved to the Hotels Moderne and
Villa Jeanne Pierre in the center of the town. The majority of the Base
Hospital No. 31 nurses were quartered in the Hotel Moderne, together
with the nurses of Base Hospital No. 32. The well equipped kitchen and
dining rooms of the Hotel Moderne made this a most desirable location.

Jan. 22: Freight cars loaded with part of the equipment purchased in
Youngstown to furnish a hospital of 500 beds having arrived during the
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past twenty-four hours, the enlisted personnel turned out to unload the
queer little French “wagons”. Sgt. Lloyd A. Mines, who had been in
charge of most of the packing, supervised the work of unloading and
transporting to the various designated places. The 400 odd cases that
made up the entire shipment included all manner of equipment, such as
surgical dressings, hospital linens, blankets, hospital furniture, crutches,
brooms, laboratory equipment, operating room equipment, including oper-
ating tables and instruments, drug sundries, large quantities of gauze,
groceries, dental equipment, instruments and supplies, office supplies,
medicines, tin and glassware, X-Ray equipment, plates and supplies, type-
writers, food wagons, lanterns, dry goods, toilet paper, desks, sterilizers,
steam boiler, mechanics’ tools, extension weights, trays, slippers, dishes,
hardware, victrolas, silverware, 500 white hospital beds, 500 mattresses, 250
cots and 250 chairs.

Various buildings having been designated for their later use, much
of the equipment was delivered to its proper place. Smaller articles were
turned over to the medical supply department, to be operated in conjunc-
tion with the drug room. The larger outfits, such as the X-Ray and other
laboratory stuff and the operating room material, were placed in their
respective places.

For the purpose of observing methods followed in French military
hospitals, the following officers and nurses were ordered, by S.O., No. 5,
U.S. A. Base Hospital No. 31, to proceed to Military Hospital at Ris-
Orangis: Major James A. Sherbondy, Capt. M. P. Jones, Capt. C. C.
Wolferth, Capt. F. J. Bierkamp and Nurses Winifred Bullock, Pearl M.
Worley, Hattie M. Hyland and Anna O. Jones.

Jan. 24: The Hotel Souveraine, being one of the structures intended
for hospital purposes, the officers of both institutions who had been quar-
tered there moved to new homes. Base Hospital No. 32 had acquired the
Villa Plaisance and for the men of No. 31, Hotel du Parc was leased.
Hotel du Parc was in plan a truncated triangle, four stories high, of sand-
stone and stucco construction. On the main floor was the lobby, which
had been used as a cafe, the dining room and kitchen. On the upper floors
were several well kept, well lighted and ventilated rooms, ideally arranged
for use as officers’ quarters, making possible housing and feeding under
the same roof. Most of the fourth floor was retained by the French.

Jan. 26: The capacity of the hospital having been increased to 1,250
beds, the first consignment of the additional equipment from the govern-
ment storehouses was received and necessitated unloading two cars carrying
418 beds. To date thirty-two freight cars of government and Red Cross
material had arrived and their contents distributed. Lt. William K. Allsop,
of the surgical service, having been detailed as officer in charge of unload-
ing supplies, supervised the distribution of all materials.
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Jan. 28: The first function which suggested anything other than the
most strenuous life of the army was a dance at Vittel, under the auspices
of Base Hospital No. 23, and at which the guests were the officers of the
other three hospitals in the center.

Jan. 29: The eight buildings to be occupied as hospitals by Base Hos-
pital No. 31 were designated numerically as follows: No. 1, Casino; No. 2,
Souveraine; No. 3, Harmand; No. 4, Continental; No. 5, Martin Aine;
No. 6, Thiery; No. 7, Martin Felix; No. 8, Etablissement.

Jan. 30: The first prescription was filled in the drug room although
the department had not been completely furnished or equipped. Two
rooms on the ground floor of the Hotel Harmand were designated for use
of the Pharmacy and Medical Supply department with 1st Lt. William
H. Bunn, M.R.C,, in charge, and Sgt. lc Frank H. McWhirter, non-
commissioned officer in charge. Pvt. Fred Lewis was detailed for duty
as assistant to the pharmacist. All medical supplies, not including large
items such as beds and operating room equipment, and all Red Cross
materials were to be handled through this department.

Jan. 31: During the month which elapsed since Base Hospital No. 31
had arrived in Contrexeville a great deal of necessary work was accom-
plished. The detachment was divided into two general parts, one of which
performed yeoman duty in the unloading of the more than forty freight
cars that brought Red Cross and government equipment. During the
earlier days they helped unload similar equipment for Base Hospital No.
32. The other half of the detachment, together with the nurses, spent
many long hours cleaning the hotel buildings, some of which apparently
had not received particularly careful attention for some time. Floors had
to be scrubbed, walls washed down, windows cleaned, partitions built and
almost every other sort of work done to make the buildings ready for
occupancy. In the first month of the period of preparation a great many
beds were placed, most of the larger equipment partially installed and the
work as a whole greatly advanced.

Feb. 8: The Y. M. C. A. opened its “hut” in the “Salle Chaude” on
the colonnade, a room furnished by the American Red Cross. The event
was celebrated with a house warming party at which the band played.
Mr. Percy McFeely, the Y. M. C. A. secretary, announced that a canteen at
which all available supplies would be sold, would be conducted together
with a writing and game room and such other conveniences as might
become available from time to time.

Feb. 10: Lt. Davis Spangler, formerly with Base Hospital No. 36, was
assigned to Base Hospital No. 31 to be associated with Lt. Orrin D.
Hudnutt in the operation of the X-Ray department. Lt. D. B. Phillips
was relieved from further duty with this department.
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Feb. 18: General John J. Pershing, Commander-in-Chief, American
Expeditionary Forces, accompanied by members of his staff, made a gen-
eral inspection of this center. His unheralded arrival found the entire
personnel engaged in unpacking the recently received freight and preparing
buildings.

Lt. Forrest W. Ward, D. R. C., was ordered to Army Sanitary School,
IfangresiMarne Snps Nos 248 ST @ Nio: 38 El E AGE SR SiHle bt 7, 1918 Ffor
a course of training.

Feb. 27: Cook Hobbs and Pvt. Funkhouser rejoined the command by
transfer from Casual Officers Depot, S. O. R., Feb. 27, per par. No. 16, S. O.
No. 6, Hq. Casual Officers Depot, S. O.R., Feb. 25. They had been left
behind in the United States because of illness at the time of departure
from Camp Mills.

Feb. 28: The end of the month found Contrexeville greatly changed
in appearance. Its streets had been cleaned of unsanitary accumulations.
The hotel buildings assumed a new appearance, externally, because the
grounds immediately surrounding the structures had been thoroughly
policed; internally, because industrious nurses and enlisted men had
scrubbed and scoured for days and days, until floors looked as near as
possible like the milky white floors insisted upon in American hospitals.
Truck loads of dirt and refuse had been carted out of the buildings and
dilapidated articles that had been left around were removed. Nurses who
had been assigned to the various buildings had busied themselves with the
cleaning of windows and woodwork, while the corps men scrubbed floors
and did the various other bits of manual labor. Beds had been placed in
some of the buildings and much of the more elaborate apparatus had been
permanently placed. The X-Ray room, occupying space on the main floor
of the Hotel Etablissement, facing the Casino was practically equipped,
except for some articles not yet arrived from the United States and not
as yet replaced.

The buildings having been put in a condition which would permit of
their use in emergencies, the organization was tentatively arranged as
follows:

Medical Service: Major Colin R. Clark, Chief of Service

Hotel Continental: Capt. C. C. Wolferth, in charge
It B B, Phillips
Lt. W. H. Bunn
Nurse Pearl M. Worley, in charge
Sgt. Cyril P. Deibel, ward master

Hotel Martin Aine: Lt. C. D. Barrett, in charge
B @ ViEieed
Nurse Anna O. Jones, in charge
Sgt. Harry R. McPhee, ward master
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Surgical Service: Major James A. Sherbondy, Chief of Service

Casino: Capt. A. E. Brant, in charge.
Nurse Mary D. Mitchell, in charge of operating room
Nurse Esile G. Mohler, in charge of wards
Sgt. Joseph L. Heffernan, ward master

Hotel Souveraine: Lt. C. H. Moses, in charge
FtE R ST iomas
Nurse Blanche A. Lewis, in charge
Sgt. Paul Meyer, ward master

Hotel Harmand: Lt. John U. Buchanan, in charge
Nurse Edith Hadsall, in charge
Sgt. 1¢ Harry S. Gaskeen, ward master

Hotel Etablissement: Capt. M. P. Jones, in charge
Nurse Hattie Hyland, in charge

Hotel Martin Felix: Lt. Dean A. Nesbitt, in charge
Lt. R. W. Fenton
Nurse Esther Erickson, in charge
Sgt. R. D. Fenton, ward master

Hotel Thiery: Lt. W. K. Allsop, in charge
Nurse Grace Harris, in charge
Sgt. A. R. Forsyth, ward master

March 1: Building No. 1 (the Casino), including the operating room
and adjacent facilities, was put in commission, providing Base Hospital
No. 31 with one of the most complete operating rooms in the A. E. F. The
Casino building, erected in 1900, had been the principal gathering place
of summer guests at the Contrexeville health resort and was the most
elaborately finished of all the buildings occupied by Base Hospital No. 31.
The capacious foyer leading to the Casino Theatre was transformed into a
brilliantly lighted, airy and always pleasant operating room. Two large
rooms that had been used as lounges and play rooms became surgical
wards and other adjacent rooms were put in commission as preparation
room, sterilizing room, officers’ and stock rooms.

In the preparation room were installed several tables for removing
patients’ clothing and generally preparing for operation. On the other
side of a partition was a small service room for the convenience of the
preparation room and the small surgery room on the other side. Two
regulation operating tables in the small operating room were for infected
cases, the larger operating room being reserved for clean cases. Five
regulation operating tables and one Hawley orthopedic table constituted
the principal equipment of the large operating room. Side stands, electric
lamp standards and service tables were conveniently placed. All floors
were cement or tile. Ample electric light facilities were provided, and, to
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further guarantee light under emergency circumstances, a complete acety-
lene gas system was installed, providing lamps of high candle power over
each table. An alcove was equipped with suitable facilities for surgeons’
preparation room. The office of the Chief of Surgical Service and sleeping
quarters for operating room personnel were nearby.

Leading from the operating room was a corridor which connected two
wards, the total normal capacity of which was fifty beds. One was to
be used as an admitting ward, to which the most seriously wounded would
be brought, and the other to serve as a “shock” ward for the care of
patients whose condition following operation would not permit of their
early transportation to proper wards. A small kitchen, sufficiently large
for the needs, was adjacent to one of these wards.

The equipment of the sterilizing room was thoroughly modern. A
large steam boiler just outside the window provided sufficient pressure for
sterilizing purposes. Inside the room were installed one 5-large drum
autoclave, a double water sterilizer and large sized utensil and instrument
sterilizer. A long table through the center of the room was for making
dressings and general utility purposes. Surgery equipment included an
ample supply of instruments, comprising regular U. S. Army and Red Cross
surgical instruments for ordinary and special work, including an Albee
bone set, Mueller intra-tracheal anesthetizer, Ohio nitrous oxide oxygen
machine and Gwathney bedside unit.

The X-Ray Laboratory began operations, taking as its first plate an
exostosis of femur, the patient being Pvt. Wallace H. Pifer. All equip-
ment brought to Contrexeville from Youngstown had been put in operation,
together with some apparatus supplied by the A. E. F.

March 3: Capt. Ralph R. Morrall returned from detached service, pp.
No. 46, S. O. No. 51, G. Hq, A. E. F.,, Feb. 20, 1918, having been away from
the organization since September, 1917, when he was attached to the
Orthopedic service at Washington.

March 8: Lt. O. D. Hudnutt was ordered from duty to detached
SenvicewppaNe1ZESEEO N4 ME ST ST OFREVAT EI R Marcht 1751918

March 11: Lt. Forrest W. Ward returned from detached service, pp.
No. 9, S. O. No. 60, Hgs. Army Schools, A. E. F., March 6, 1918, having
been at the Army Sanitary schools at Langres for the special dental course
offered there.

March 12: The arrival of a detachment of nurses belonging to Hos-
pital Unit “G” told of the coming of a complete detachment of officers and
men on the following day. The nurses were quartered at the Hotel
Souveraine.

March 13: Hospital Unit “G” reported for duty with Base Hospital
INeSSIWb v s sipnmcnipp Nos 3 St @ Nios 67, Hdas: B:S: No. 4, SEQFRY
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A.E.F, March 9, 1918, bringing to the organization eleven officers,
twenty-one nurses and forty-eight enlisted men as follows: Major Ed-
ward S. Van Duyn, Commanding; Capt. Henry A. MacGruer, M. R.C,
Adjutant and detachment commander; Capt. William D. Alsever,
M.R.C.; Capt. Clarence E. Coon, M.R.C.; Capt. George S. Britten,
M.R.C.; Capt. Henry Burton Doust, M.R.C.; 1st Lt. Earl V. Sweet,
M.R.C.; Ist Lt. Murray A. €ain, M. R. C-lstilitiuClvde O. Barney,
M.R.C.; 1st Lt. Walden E. Muns, M. R. C.; 1st Lt. Arthur D. Meyers,
MR G.

The nurses, who reported for duty on March 12, were: Miss Augusta
R. Morse, in charge, and Anna B. Chaffee, Louisa F. Cramp, Elizabeth J.
Dewhurst, Margaret M. Joyce, Kathryn M. Kull, Nellie J. Murphy, Laura
A. Reynolds, Henrietta V. Robinson, Cassie A. White, Helen I. White,
Mary P. Wight, Edna M. Bousfield, Bertha M. Boyd, Katherine A. Cor-
coran, L. Grace Cotton, Ellen F. Cramp, Anna B. Davis, Lillian A. Johnson,
Frances E. King and Margaret MacDill.

The enlisted men reporting for duty were: Sergeants, Moses E.
Kaletzki, Ernest J. Eberling, Daniel P. Cady; Corporals, William W.
Dosser and Paul F. McGinley; Cook, Maurice L. Doust; Privates, first
class, John J. Belmont, Jesse E. Cantor, Charles S. Carpenter, William S.
Day, Clifford C. Goes, Robert V. Hessler, Walter R. Howlett, Charles H.
Kaletzki, Harry L. Kallet, George D. King, Thomas R. Kinsey, Alvia R.
Morrow, Arthur T. Nield, Thaddeus B. Oot, Arthur H. Parker, Elmer E.
Roberts, Jr., Maurice H. Robineau, Sidney F. Rolfe, Harold T. Schubert,
George A. Scobell, Paul A. Van der Schouw and William M. Wilbur, and
Privates, William K. Baker, Paul M. Chaffee, Donald W. Chase, William
J. Dee, Robert Dewhurst, George L. Ebeling, Louis L. Goes, Samuel E.
Hinkley, John L. Horan, John J. Mahar, Arthur F. Mulvihill, Joseph A.
Murphy, Edward H. Newell, Clarence H. Nicholson, Frank B. Nicholson,
Howard F. Nostrant, George W. Posthill, Cleon D. Sponable, Francis W.
Sheppard and Harold M. Totman.

Hospital Unit “G” was organized by members of the faculty of the
College of Medicine, Syracuse University, in accordance with plans of the
American Red Cross, in June, 1917, with Dr. Edward S. Van Duyn in
charge. The officer personnel was determined soon, heads of various
departments at the University College of Medicine making application for
commissions in the Medical Reserve Corps. The following members of the
faculty were commissioned and ordered to await further instructions:
Major Edward S. Van Duyn, professor of clinical surgery; Capt. William
D. Alsever, professor of clinical medicine; Capt. Clarence E. Coon, pro-
fessor of orthopedics; Capt. George S. Britten, former assistant professor
of oral surgery and otologist to the University Hospital; Capt. Henry A.
MacGruer, professor of dermatology and syphilology; 1st Lt. Henry Burton
Doust, professor of therapeutics; 1st Lt. Earl V. Sweet, assistant professor
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of clinical medicine; 1st Lt. Murray A. Cain and 1st Lt. Clyde O. Barney,
instructors in clinical surgery; 1st Lt. Walden E. Muns, city bacteriologist
and instructor in bacteriology; Ist Lt. A. D. Meyers, assistant at University
Hospital. Capt. J. Herbert Irish, of Surgical Staff of Homeopathic Hos-
pital, completed the quota.

The nurses were recruited from the staff of the University Hospital,
other Syracuse institutions and prominent hospitals in other cities, giving
Unit “G” a nurse corps of experienced institutional workers, together with
several who had had large private practice. The enlisted personnel was
selected from more than 250 applicants for enlistment, 26 of the 50 being
graduates or students at Syracuse University. Several others of the per-
sonnel were graduates of other universities, including a number of medical
students and pre-medics.

While awaiting orders for mobilization of the entire unit, Captain
Coon was ordered to report at Camp Shelby, Miss.,, for duty with the
orthopedic department and Capt. Britten was ordered to report at the
Army school for Brain surgery in New York City.

The following nurses were ordered to duty at Camp Wheeler, Savannah,
Ga.: Louisa Cramp, Helen I. White, Cassie A. White, Katherine Corcoran
and L. Grace Cotton. Five others, Frances King, Lillian A. Johnson,
Bertha Boyd, Margaret MacDill and Mary P. Wight, were sent to Camp
Greene, Charleston, S.C., for service until Unit “G” was mobilized. In
both camps there had been measles and pneumonia epidemics of alarming
proportions. Several of the personnel had been inducted into service
under the draft law pending actual enlistment of the unit. They were
transferred to Unit “G”, prior to sailing.

Major Van Duyn received orders to proceed with the mobilization of
Unit “G”, under date of December 10, 1917, the mobilization being effected
on December 14. Following six days of training in the New York State
Armory, Syracuse, under the direction of Capt. Frederick Sembach,
N. Y. G, and Capt. H. A. MacGruer the unit left for Fort MacPherson,
Atlanta, Ga., on the night of December 19, arriving on December 22. Dur-
ing the period of training many officers and enlisted men were on duty at
General Hospital No. 6. An extensive course of lectures was conducted in
accordance with the training program followed by similar units attached
to General Hospital No. 6 for training. Capt. J. H. Irish, because of illness,
was transferred from Hospital Unit “G” to General Hospital No. 6, as was
Pvt. Leo Bennett, who was subsequently honorably discharged.

Unit “G” left Fort MacPherson on February 15, proceeding under
orders to Camp Merritt, New Jersey, there to prepare for embarkation,
which was accomplished on February 25 on the S.S. Olympic (No. 527).
New York harbor was left the following day, February 26, 1918, overseas
service dating from that date. Pvt. Thomas Posthill did not accompany
the unit from Camp Merritt, being confined to Base Hospital No. 1, New

[43]



Official History, U. S. A. Base Hospital, Number Thirty-one

York. Being one of the three medical formations on board ship Unit “G”
shared the work of operating the ship hospital and infirmary. Major E. S.
Van Duyn was a member of the Board of Controlling Surgeons, and Lt.
W. E. Muns was Sanitary Inspector. Lt. Cain and Lt. Sweet were on duty
in the hospital wards, and Lt. Barney was attached to the ship infirmary.
Nurses and corps men were on duty in the wards.

Arriving at Liverpool on March 6, Unit “G” left for Southampton,
England, leaving behind as a patient at the American Hospital in Liver-
pool, Pvt. Walter J. Welch. After three days at rest camp in Southampton,
the officers and enlisted men proceeded to Havre where they were joined
by the nurses who had preceded them. After one day at Havre orders were
received to proceed to Contrexeville, Vosges, there to report to the Com-
manding Officer, for duty.

Leaving Havre before daybreak the special train which carried three
other “letter units” started what promised to be a slow but interesting
journey through France, the destination at that time being rather uncer-
tain. The officers travelled in second class compartments and the men
rode—seven to a compartment, in what seemed the most ancient third class
coaches on the railroads of France. The suburbs of Paris were reached
the first night—and the event was celebrated by one of the biggest air raids
perpetrated by the enemy, a flotilla of Boche planes bombing the city and
the railroad yard in which the train which carried Unit “G” waited for
clearance. Three bombs struck within 200 yards of the train, one of them
shaking the string of cars and breaking the windows in the coaches occu-
pied by the officers. The flashing sparks flying through the sky had
attracted many of the men to the car tops. When it became apparent that
the “shooting stars” were coming just a bit too close no time was lost in
seeking shelter, many of the inquisitive men not waiting to climb down.

Pleasant weather marked the journey through the valley of the Marne.
The spectacle of crude wooden crosses, one of which bore an American
flag, all along the roadbed seemed a spiritual initiation for the work to
come. Along the route more or less had been learned about Contrexeville
and Base Hospital No. 31, and the person who first sighted the Hotel
Cosmopolitain in the distance spread the cry of “Home, boys, Home”.

Temporary quarters were arranged on arrival in the Hotel Harmand,
the entire annex being turned over to the Unit “G” personnel. The officers
were assigned to rooms on the second floor of the Hotel Martin-Aine. The
newcomers were given an ovation as they filed into the mess hall at the
rear of the Continental, their faces bearing colorful evidence of their
fifty-five hour journey.

March 15: Master Hospital Sergeant William H. Williamson and
Sergeant first class Harry M. Raub were discharged from the United

States Army to accept commissions as First Lieutenants, Sanitary Corps,
ST INe AT
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March 23: The first trainload of patients for the Contrexeville hos-
pital center brought twenty-six officer patients to Base Hospital No. 31, the
remainder going to Base Hospital No. 32. It had been arranged previously
that all officer patients be cared for in the Hotel Thiery, which was re-
served for that exclusive use. The arrival of this convoy marked the
official opening of Base Hospital No. 31 and closed the third general sub-
division of the institution’s history.

Strenuous activity from the moment of arrival in Contrexeville through
the first fifteen weeks in town converted what had seemed almost uninhab-
itable buildings into a modernly equipped American Hospital. Only the
conscientious effort of the nurses and enlisted men, to say nothing of the
officers in charge, made the metamorphosis possible. Men who had come
to France with visions of heroic possibilities in the caring for the ill and
wounded were content to scrub floors; nurses, who had expected that all
their training would be none too much to meet emergency requirements,
forgot that training and washed windows.

It was not long after the unit arrived before it became evident that
the personnel was not large enough to handle a hospital of 1,200 beds.
The necessity of an organization for every building larger than had been
anticipated, together with the presence of all manner of other detail soon
created a demand for more men and nurses. The officer staff, too, needed
enlarging. This need was met with the addition of Hospital Unit “G”,
which brought eleven of the most prominent men in the medical profession
in Syracuse, together with twenty-one nurses of much experience and
fifty enlisted men, most of whom were college graduates or students.
Immediately upon their arrival this detachment entered into the spirit of
the work and took their part in the house cleaning which had not yet been
accomplished.
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The work of preparing buildings well advanced, and the personnel
adjusted to meet the requirements of all departments, Base Hospital No. 31
was ready for its official opening which came with the arrival of its first
American patients. Medical and surgical work had been done prior to
March 23, but the patients were from the personnel or French civilians and
there had been no general scheme of operations published. With the pros-
pect of additional convoys arriving at frequent intervals the administration
outlined a set program.

The officer personnel having been assimilated, bringing the eleven
officers of Hospital Unit “G” into departments for which they were best
qualified the following roster was promulgated:

Major A. E. Schlanser, Commanding Officer.
Capt. S. M. McCurdy, Adjutant.
Capts Bii C i Kiaefer Quantesmastest
Major C. R. Clark, Director.

Surgical Service:

Major J. A. Sherbondy, Chief.
Major E. S. Van Duyn.

Hospital No. 1—Casino: Capt. A. E. Brant
Lt. D. ‘A. Nesbitt

Hospital No. 2—Souveraine: Lt. C. H. Moses
BRI homas

Hospital No. 3—Harmand: Lt. D. B. Phillips
Lt. A. D. Meyers

Hospital No. 6—Thiery: Lt. W. K. Allsop
Lt. E. V. Sweet

Hospital No. 7—Martin-Felix (Bone and Joint)
Capt. R. R. Morrall
Capt. G E. CGoon
Bt U Biichanan
Nt MEATE Gain

Hospital No. 8—Etablissement: Capt. M. P. Jones
Lt. C. O. Barney
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Medical Service:

Major C. R. Clark, Chief
Capts € € Wolferth

Hospital No. 4—Continental: Capt. W. D. Alsever
IEE W H S Bunn
Lt. R. W. Fenton

Hospital No. 5—Martin Aine: Capt. H. B. Doust
IEERCR D Barrett
Lt. C. M. Reed

Admitting Building: Capt. W. D. Alsever, Lt. A. D. Meyers. Ophthal-
mology: Capt. J. L. Washburn, Capt. F. J. Bierkamp. Otology: Capt. G.
S. Britten, Capt. F. J. Bierkamp and Capt. J. L. Washburn. Rhinology
and Laryngology: Capt. F. J. Bierkamp, Capt. J. L. Washburn, Capt. G.
S. Britten. Urology: Capt. A. E. Brant. Neurology and Psychiatry:
EERSPER G Bonden: Syphilology: tand: "Demmatology::t = Capt HT WAL
MacGruer. Laboratories: Lt. D. B. Farley, Lt. W. E. Muns. Roent-
Senolosye Bt @ IDISE I d nut e ER DS Spanplen sl ental TS RVVEE S
McCreary, Lt. F. W. Ward. Sanitary Corps: Lt. William H. Williamson,
Lt. Harry M. Raub.

The enlisted personnel was under the direction of Lt. Colin Mc. F.
Reed, as Detachment Commander, Sergeant Harry S. Gaskeen serving as
detachment sergeant. Other non-commissioned officers, previously named
at various times, were assigned as follows: Sgt. lc Lloyd A. Mines,
quartermaster; Sgt. 1c Robert E. Jones, adjutant’s office; Sgt. 1c Frank H.
McWhirter, dispensary; Sgt. Roy D. Fenton, building No. 7; Sgt. Allan
R. Forsyth, building No. 6; Sgt. John M. Fraser, commissary; Sgt. Joseph
L. Heffernan, operating room; Sgt. Harry R. McPhee, building No. 5;
Sgt. P. C Meyer, building No. 2; Sgt. G. L. More, barracks; Sgt. Claude
H. Morrow, admitting room; Sgt. Alfred T. Button, detachment office; Sgt.
Frederick H. Button, registrar’s office; Sgt. Lamont H. Button, architect;
Sgt. Cyril P. Deibel, building No. 4; Sgt. Matthew C. Leskawa, quarter-
master; Sgt. Walter S. Pritchard, medical supply; Sgt. Carl S. Turner,
mechanics; Sgt. Moses E. Kaletzki, linen room; Sgt. Daniel P. Cady,
building No. 8; Sgt. Ernest J. Eberling, unassigned; Corp. William W.
Dosser, sanitary; Corp. Paul F. McGinley, unassigned.

The organization of the Nurse Corps had as its chief, Miss Frances
Kehoe. Miss Martha Anderson and Miss Augusta Morse were assistants
with Miss Winifred Campbell, night supervisor. Building Charge nurses
were: Miss Esile G. Mohler, building No. 1; Miss Mary Mitchell, operating
room; Miss Blanche A. Lewis, building No. 2; Miss Edith Hadsall, build-
ing No. 3; Miss Pearl Worley, building No. 4; Miss Anna Jones, building
No. 5; Miss Grace Harris, building No. 6; Miss Esther Erickson, building
No. 7; Miss Hattie Hyland, building No. 8. Assignments of other nurses
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to buildings were not made, except in so far as they were necessary to
care for the patients in the hospital.

March 27: Sgt. 1c Ray L. Thomas, left behind as a patient in the
United States and recovered from injuries suffered in an automobile acci-

dent, rejoined the command, by transfer from Casual Officers Depot,
S.10. S per-par. 25, S. O, No. 9, Hqs: S:(OFS = MarchiZd S19 15

March 30: The following promotions in the enlisted personnel were
announced: To sergeants first class: Sgt. Alfred T. Button, Sgt. Joseph
L. Heffernan, and Sgt. John M. Fraser. To sergeant: Pvt lc¢ Harry W.
Baird and Cook William J. Rupp. To corporal: Pvt. 1c Hugh C. Cover
and Pvts. Walter L. Meuser, Walter A. Church, Lee J. Pelen, Robert A.
Walton and Harold B. Ellis. To cook: Pvt. 1c John Bovill, Jr., and Pvts.
Harry Ford, William M. Gribble, and Arthur M. Stone. To mechanics:
Pvts. Edson L. Hart, David J. Irwin and Abraham D. Beam. To privates
first class: Pvts. Lester O. Gibson, John J. Barth, Bertram Lustig, Harrison
T. Sexton, Raymond T. Schottenberg, William M. Kohlmorgan, Harold
Funkhouser, Auren D. Williams, Joseph O. Chambers, Arthur M. Devey,
Waldo E. Ripple, Joseph W. Robb, John M. Thornton, Cecil W. Whit-
worth, Raymond Johnston, Arthur E. Genuske, William P. McBride,
Thomas B. Davis, John M. McCaughey, Paul H. Velker, William E. Stewart,
James P. Snead, John M. Cavanaugh, Ralph K. Wallace, Robert McCreery.

April 4: Pvt. Harold Van Norden died at 10 o’clock A. M. this date
at Camp Hospital No. 25, A.P.O. No. 726, Blois, from cerebro spinal
meningitis. Pvt. Van Norden joined Base Hospital No. 31 at Allentown,
but was left behind at Camp Mills because of illness.

April 8: Because of many advantages to be derived from joint effort
in a central laboratory such an institution was opened to serve the needs
of Base Hospitals No. 31 and 32. The recommendation of Colonel J. F.
Siler, Director of Laboratories and Infectious Diseases, favored the estab-
lishment of a central institution to be created by the pooling of all equip-
ment and laboratory staff. He also recommended the establishment of a
number of smaller subsidiary laboratories in the wards of the two hos-
pitals, for the handling of clinical pathology. The fact that the two hos-
pitals occupied thirteen somewhat widely separated buildings necessitated
some such arrangement.

Four officers were made available for the work as a result of consol-
idation and were assigned to departments as follows: Lt. Scott R. Ed-
wards, officer in charge and serology; Lt. David R. Farley, wound bacteriol-
ogist, Lt. Elmer Funkhouser, clinical and anatomical pathology; Lt.
Walden E. Muns, general bacteriology. The enlisted personnel included
the following: Frank H. Judson, Raymond Johnston, Walter Howlett,
Paul A. Vanderschouw, Merrill R. Fox, and Edward H. Newell of Base
Hospital No. 31, in addition to a like number of men from Base Hospital
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No. 32. Seven rooms on the second floor of the Harmand Hotel, Building
No. 3, were selected as being the most central available location. Work
tables, cabinets, an incubator room and other required facilities were built.
Appropriate plumbing was installed, making the laboratory as modern as
war conditions permitted. A storeroom, animal house and cold room were
established outside the main suite. A common mortuary was arranged in
the basement of the annex to the Hotel Harmand.

April 9: Orders having been received previously for the organization
of surgic