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ORGANIZATION OF THE UNIT

BY COLONEL RICHARD H. HARTE, M.C., U.S.A., C.M.G.

JJEFORE attempting to give an account of
| the activities of the personnel of the Hospital
4l Unit, it would seem appropriate that some
Y mention should be made of the general
scheme, the origin, and the aim of these Hospital Units as
outlined by the American Red Cross. And in order to
make the matter more intelligible to the casual reader, a
Iittle review of the Red Cross history and its activities
will be necessary. :

As is generally known, the American Red Cross was
the outgrowth of the Geneva Convention held in 1863,
composed of delegates from the different countries,
which recommended that there should exist in every
country a committee whose mission is to co-operate in
times of war with the hospital services of the country
by all means in its power. The Geneva Convention of
1864—6 gave definite status to certain official, recognized

volunteer aid societies. These societies, because of the
II




12 PENNSYLVANIA BASE HOSPITAL NO. 10

character of the insignia or badge adopted to dis-
tinguish their personnel and material (a Greek red
cross on a white ground), are universally known as
Red Cross Societies. Since the time of the Geneva
Convention to the beginning of the World War,such
societies have grown in strength and have become a
powerful and valuable asset, in some countries, to the
medical organization of their respective armies.

In the United States, after the Civil War and the
bitter experience of the Spanish War, the nation at
large recognized the difficulty of dealing with the sick
and wounded in any great conflict or disaster, and the
need and requirement of a thoroughly equipped Red
Cross organization with its trained personnel. An
attempt was made many years ago to have such an
organization established on a permanent basis and to
co-operate with the Government, so that it might easily
and quickly be brought into requisition to meet any
sudden emergency which should confront the nation
as the result of disaster following fire, famine, flood or
earthquake, or to respond promptly to the Govern-
ment needs in war. The scheme as outlined was broad
and comprehensive, and met with the approval of the
public. Funds were collected and some appropriation
made by the Government, but just how well the aims
and ideals were carried out, or how judiciously the ap-
propriated funds were expended, has been a subject of
controversy which does not interest us at the present
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time. Various attempts were made, with the assistance
of Congress, to strengthen the organization, to re-
incorporate it, and to have a modification of its name
so that it should be known asthe American National Red
Cross, with headquarters at Washington. Notwithstand-
ing efforts to strengthen it by having the names of high
public officials on its boards, it failed to gain the general
confidence of the public up to the time of the advent
of the European War, although it had done excellent
work in aiding and assisting the country in dealing
with various calamities which occurred from time to
time. It was to the efforts and interest of ex-President
Taft and a group of prominent persons in Washington,
stimulated by the feeling that the country was gradu-
ally drifting from month to month nearer to the whirl-
pool of war which was engulfing the world at large, that
the agitation for an American National Red Cross
was renewed.

It was not long after the invasion of Belgium, that a
strong feeling arose that something must be done,
and done quickly, to relieve the suffering incident to the
great masses that were being drawn into the conflict in
different parts of Europe. Organizations were formed
for the purpose of procuring funds and supplies, with
the object of alleviating and assisting both the civil
and the military situation. Many partisan societies
were organized whose object was to render assistance
either to the allies or to the central powers. These
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independent organizations proved impractical, as they
tended to cause friction among the different interested
governments. They also failed to enlist the support and
sympathy of the U. S. Government, which felt, and
rightfully so, that all assistance to the belligerents
should pass through the definite and recognized chan-
nels of the Red Cross. This attitude of the Government
at once gave enormous impetus to Red Cross activities:
membership increased rapidly, and with it large sums
of money were soon available, donated by the charitable
and patriotically disposed throughout the country.
Groups of men who were leaders in their respective
localities rallied to its ranks. With such unquestioned
leadership and support, the Red Cross immediately
became an organization of great power and influence
and could not but prove a most valuable adjunct to the
Government. The Red Cross Society was soon recognized
as the only regular and permanent channel through
which the public could work with any degree of assur-
ance of despatch and protection for their personnel or
materials.

It would be beyond the scope of this paper to detail
the activities of the Red Cross, which grew with leaps
and bounds; and we confine ourselves to that small
portion of the stage which was intimately connected
with the organization of the Red Cross Base Hospitals.
These were the outcome of the efforts of a number of
far-sighted persons who realized the gravity of the
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situation confronting the country, and at the same time
were thoroughly convinced of the inability of the Gov-
ernment to handle it.

The Department of Military Relief was organized,
with Colonel Jefferson R. Kean as Director General,
with headquarters at Washington. Through his energy
and activity resulted the scheme for the formation of a
number of so-called Red Cross Base Hospitals, with a
capacity of 500 beds each, the personnel to be selected
from the staffs of the civil hospitals of the large cities
throughout the country. The plan, as roughly outlined,
was for each hospital organization to raise funds for
equipping a hospital of 500 beds; the material, etc., to
be suitably cared for by the Government, and certain
perishable supplies to be stored in the hospitals and
used and replenished from time to time so that a perma-
nent and fresh supply should always be on hand to meet
an emergency. So-called Base Hospitals were also to
have an organized personnel of physicians, nurses and
orderlies, trained and ready to respond to the call for
relief of any catastrophe which might occur. If the
country should suddenly be involved in war, here
would be organized, trained and equipped units which
would be immediately at the service of the nation.
Similar hospital units of about one half this size, were
planned for the Navy.

In order to give the immediate friends of Base Hospi-
tal No. 10 an intelligent idea of its organization, it will
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be necessary to digress and to consider many things
of purely local interest. There were many factors which
influenced its inception and gave those who were
interested in it an insight as to its possibilities. Among
these was a request from the British Government—
probably suggested by Sir William Osler, Hon. Robert
Bacon and Sir Berkley Moynihan—to form and or-
ganize the personnel for a hospital of 1040 beds, the
Imperial Government to supply all the material. This
was considered seriously by a group of men associated
with the Pennsylvania Hospital, and steps were in
progress to select the medical personnel, when a cable-
gram was received by the writer not to make any further
efforts in this direction.!

About the same time a similar unit was organized in
Boston under the support of Harvard University and
the direct command of Dr. Cabot, which subsequently
did excellent work at Etaples, near Boulogne. This
Boston unit sailed about December, 1915, although,
as stated above, the Pennsylvania unit was instructed
by cable in July, 1914, not to proceed with its organiza-
tion. Shortly after this the writer sailed for France, via
London, arriving in Paris early in January, 1916. There
he immediately went on duty in the American Ambu-

!In this connection it is of interest to recall that when the project of this unit
was under consideration, the British authorities showed their punctiliousness re-
garding international covenants by the statement that in Article XI of the
Geneva Convention of 1906, the consent of the enemy would have to be secured

before such an organization could be utilized, even for this strictly humanitarian
work.
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lance, which was being reorganized by Dr. James P.
Hutchinson who did such magnificent work during the
later years of the war. In the American Ambulance were
many severely wounded, and one was thoroughly
mmpressed with the inadequate facilities which we pos-
sessed at home for the care and treatment of the sick
and wounded, should we be drawn into the conflict.

During the writer’s six months’ absence in France, an
effort had been made in Philadelphia to re-organize and
extend the Red Cross, and on his return he found himself
elected chairman of the executive committee at a
meeting at which Mr. Taft presided. This committee as
formed was composed of a large number of persons with
German sympathies, so that there existed a lack of
harmony and co-operation, which was in marked con-
trast with similar Red Cross organizations in other
cities.

There were also in Philadelphia two other large and
influential Iocal movements on foot—the Pennsylvania
Committee for National Preparedness, of which Mrs.
George W. Childs Drexel was chairman; and the Emer-
gency Aid Committee, which was doing much relief
work especially for France and Belgium. All three of
these organizations were attempting to do Red Cross
work, with many of the most active workers belonging
to two or all of the respective organizations.

In July Colonel Kean visited Philadelphia and laid

before the Red Cross the scheme for the so-called Red
Z
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Cross Base Hospitals, the personnel of which was to be
drawn from some of our city hospitals. The plan as
outlined was submitted to the Managers of the Penn-
sylvania Hospital who immediately responded, and
offered every facility to further the development of the
scheme by generously offering the new organization
their support and cooperation, which afterwards proved
such a valuable asset when the question arose as to the
raising of funds for necessary equipment. This prompt
action on the part of the management of the Pennsyl-
vania Hospital had an undoubted influence upon the
Committee of National Preparedness, of which Mrs.
Drexel was president; and it was through her foresight-
edness and patriotism that her Committee generously
placed in the hands of the Director $25,000. to be
expended on necessary equipment for the proposed
Base Hospital.

This placed the organization, which was to be known
as Pennsylvania Base Hospital No. 10, in a position to
realize the importance of its obligation in procuring both
the personnel and material, and at the same time
prompted those in the Surgeon General’s Office in
Washington to give their support and encouragement
towards establishing other Base Hospital units in
Philadelphia, along the lines previously suggested by
the U. S. Government acting through the Red Cross.
No one who has not been actively engaged in Red Cross
hospital organization can realize the impetus and



PENNSYLVANIA BASE HOSPITAL NO. 10 19

stimulation that this first contribution from the Com-
mittee on National Preparedness, gave to Base Hos-
pital No. 10.

Immediately the entire Committee on National Pre-
paredness began to take a personal interest in its future
success, and interested others to make further liberal con-
tributions towards equipment, as it was found that the
amount of $25,000 as originally specified by the Govern-
ment was mmadequate and that almost double that
amount was required. With such working capital the
director was able to make many advantageous pur-
chases of permanent supplies that could not be dupli-
cated after the opening of hostilities except at a great
advance in price. In this connection, a word should be
said in appreciation of the valuable aid and assistance
rendered by Colonel, now General, Radford, U. S.
- M. C,, stationed at Broad Street and Washington
Avenue. Through his unusual experience and judg-
ment, most generously given at all times, we were
able to avail ourselves of advantages in the purchasing
of materials, not only for Base Hospital No. 10, but also
for Base Hospital No. 34, which was connected with the
Episcopal Hospital in Philadelphia.

While this process of organization was slowly pro-
gressing, at the end of 1916, a small expeditionary
force was sent into Mexico under General Pershing.
In addition to this there was also a large military
force patrolling the Rio Grande, collected from the
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National Guards of our several states. In this large
and not over-disciplined body of troops, whose idea of
sanitation was far from the best, several epidemics,
especially measles, broke out, followed by pneumonia
with high mortality, which was incident to the great
altitude and general surroundings. The public press
began to criticize the hospitals and sanitary conditions
existing on the border. The National Red Cross in
Washington soon became keenly alive to the situation,
and were anxious to obtain information first-hand as
to actual facts.

In order to give the public a practical idea of what a
Base Hospital was, a trial mobilization was suggested
to the Red Cross, stimulated by the epidemic of
poliomyelitis which caused so much distress in the
East. At the meeting of the National Committee on
Red Cross Medical Service, held June 15, 1916, it was
decided to make a demonstration mobilization of one
of the units, and Base Hospital No. 4 (Western Reserve)
was selected to supply the personnel, while one of the
New York units was to supply the equipment. The
mobilization was held in Fairmount Park, October 28,
1916, army tenting belonging to the U. S. Medical
Department having been supplied for the purpose,
and erected by a detachment of regulars. This tem-
porary encampment, whose object was to demonstrate
that the organization existing on paper was a practical
and serviceable one, was visited by many, including
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General Wood, and on the whole aroused much en-
thusiasm. On the same day, in the afternoon, a meeting
was held at the Hotel Bellevue at which many problems
relative to the units, noticeably the best type of port-
able building, were discussed by army officers, Red
Cross representatives and other interested persons.
At this meeting a committee was selected consisting of
Major Patterson of the Army, Commander Richard-
son of the Navy, and Dr. Sidney R. Burnap of New
York and the writer, and requested to visit and inspect
all hospitals along the border and to report to Washing-
ton as soon as possible.

As the task imposed was considerable, it was decided
to divide the committee in order to economize in time
and expense,—two members visiting one portion of the
border, and two the other. The writer with Com-
mander, now Captain, Richards visited and inspected
the military hospitals situated at EI Paso, Deming
(Eagle Pass), San Antonio, etc. This inspection was
most fruitful and instructive to the committee, and
much was seen to be avoided should the U. S. be drawn
into hostilities, which then seemed inevitable as the
country was rapidly drifting in that direction. Probably
the most glaring defects observed in hospital manage-
ment were the small number of female trained nurses,
and the rather primitive methods of sanitation with
the inevitable results. Thanks to typhoid prophylaxis
and care in the water supply, there was no repetition
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of the disastrous Spanish War experience. Much was
seen to be commended also; and the experience obtained
was most valuable and was appreciated by the Red Cross
authorities in Washington.

After this inspection on the Mexican border, frequent
meetings of the medical personnel of Base Hospital No.
10 were held relative to equipment and organization.

Miss Dunlop, the Directress of Nurses at the Penn-
sylvania Hospital, was unanimously selected to be in
charge of the nursing department. By this selection
the Unit was most fortunate, as Miss Dunlop relied not
only upon her own civil experience, but had the addi-
tional military and war experience gained while she was
in charge of the American Ambulance at Neuilly, where
she went to re-organize the pursing situation in that
mnstitution, and where she had a wonderful opportunity
to become familiar with the war problems, and incident-
ally to become acquainted with many of the finer
touches of the French character which could only be
acquired in a large hospital filled with wounded soldiers.

As soon as Miss Dunlop assumed the responsibility
of organizing the nursing department, a large group of
nurses who had trained and served in the Pennsylvania
Hospital, mostly under ber instruction, immediately
volunteered for service in the Unit, became enrolled,
and held themselves in readiness for duty. This group
included young women of matured judgment and ex-
perience, many of whom were holding positions of great
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responsibility in other hospitals outside of Philadelphia.
It can readily be seen how fortunate we were in securing
such an earnest, skilful and conscientious group of
women, keenly alive to their work and to the interest
and welfare of the patients who might be entrusted to
their care. Their ability, enthusiasm and devotion won
the confidence and respect of the matron in chief and
the higher military officials of the British Expeditionary
Force in the part of France where the unit was quartered.

In connection with the graduate nurses, there were
enlisted and interested an enthusiastic group of young
women who had received instruction in the wards of the
Hospital preparatory to acting in the capacity of
nursing aids, corresponding to the V. A. D. of the Eng-
lish, an organization which did such magnificent work in
all the English hospitals where they were attached.
Later the Government decided not to permit this parti-
cular group of young women to accompany the Unit
abroad. This caused much disappointment. Had our
young women been permitted to accompany our Base
Hospital units, their records for efficiency would un-
doubtedly have equalled those of their English cousins.
Being deprived of the privilege of going to France,
many of them started immediately, under the direc-
tion of Mrs. J. Curtis Patterson, to prepare surgical
supplies and dressings after the patterns furnished by
the Pennsylvania Hospital, so that the Hospital in
France was kept well supplied with splendidly made
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dressings, such as we had been in the habit of working
with at the Pennsylvania Hospital. Too much credit
cannot be given to the efforts of these young women at
home, who despatched with marked regularity the
surgical dressings which were so eagerly sought for at
No. 16 General Hospital (Base Hospital No. 10).

In addition to the nursing personnel we enlisted the
services of Miss Bettman, a skilled dietitian, who
came under the same category as the nurses, and who
rendered valuable service in France, especially in the
preparation of a large portion of the special diet for the
group of cases of dysentery that were constantly
coming to the isolation department of our hospital,
which cared for all the contagion of that area. We were
also fortunate in having the services of Mrs. Edward B.
Krumbhaar as a laboratory technician, who was
granted permission, by the Secretary of State, to accom-
pany her husband Capt. Krumbhaar, the pathologist.

A large number of students from the University of
Pennsylvania and Haverford College presented them-
selves for enrollment. Thus a high order of intelligence
was represented in the enlisted personnel, so that when
we went on active duty in France, we found men with
college educations often doing the most disagreeable
work about the hospital with a thoroughness and care
which made for the proper sanitation of the area and
the general health of the patients and men entrusted
to_our care. As the result, we had the pleasure of seeing
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many of our N. C. O’s. gradually securing commis-
sions in different branches of the service for which they
were particularly fitted, and in which they did such
signal service to their country in different parts of
France. Among these men was much latent dramatic
talent, which with a little training soon developed
groups that played an important part in entertaining
and amusing the patients and others in the area. It
was also a notable fact that the non-commissioned
officers who were recruited from our personnel assumed
responsibility, accepted suggestions, and became in-
terested in the various problems which confronted
them, in a way vastly superior to the non-commissioned
officers who were assigned to the unit and who had seen
service with the army before the opening of hostilities.

The medical personnel of the Unit represented a
much smaller number, in all twenty-three. They were
selected almost entirely from the staff of the Penn-
sylvania Hospital, were keenly alive to its interests
and traditions, and ever ready to devote all their
energies to the work in hand.

In this connection it is interesting to know that the
Pennsylvania Hospital was the first hospital i Penn-
sylvania selected for the formation of a Base Hospital
unit; and justly so, particularly when we review the
work that had been done in the wards of that time-
honored institution—the oldest hospital in America—
during the past one hundred and seventy years. It has
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cared for the sick and wounded of all the wars in which
the country has been involved, including the Colonial
wars with the French and Indians, the War of the
Revolution, the War of 1812, the Mexican War, the
War of the Rebellion, the Spanish War, and lastly
the Great World War.

From the hospital’s earliest inception in 1751, when
Benjamin Franklin was the first secretary of the Board
of Managers, he wisely infused into the management an
atmosphere of broad liberality, generosity and pro-
gressiveness, which has permanently influenced every
person who has been associated with the hospital to
the present time. This atmosphere has been respon-
sible in a great measure for the signal work that has
been done in its wards for the relief of suffering human-
ity and for the advance of medical science. At the call
to the flag in 1917, the same enterprising and liberal
spirit that responded one hundred and seventy years
before presented itself again. Tradition has always
been a marvelous incentive, no matter whether the
tradition belongs to an individual or to a nation, and
1s and always has been a factor for much good in
strengthening the moral and mental fiber of individuals
as nothing else will do.

It was the traditions and atmosphere of the Pennsyl-
vania Hospital which so wonderfully assisted and stimu-
lated the work of the Unit after they took over the wards
of No. 16 General Hospital, one of the best equipped
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hospitals which the English had in France, and which
they generously turned over to our management with-
out any restrictions, furnishing us with all material
required for its operation. In addition to this, there was
an intimate knowledge of each other, of their capabilities
and [imitations, among the personnel, which made a
combination in which it was possible to work together
to achieve the best results. Many had been abroad
and had served in the work of the American Ambu-
lance, and while there had obtained much valuable
information, not only in the Ambulance but in all the
large hospitals of Paris, which were teeming with
every conceivable form of military surgery of the most
complicated and trying nature.

I would be very remiss if I failed to emphasize the
importance of the Chaplain in the hospital organization.
The Unit was most fortunate in obtaining the service
of Dr. Edward M. Jefferys, rector of St. Peter’s Church
in Philadelphia, who, upon joining us, immediately
threw himself body and soul into the work with which
he was confronted, and was untiring in his efforts to
assist and help the members of the Unit at all times
and under all conditions, as well as the sick and wounded,
to whom he brought much cheer and comfort. He was
always ready to minister to the slightest need or desire,
and will ever be remembered by the patients in the
wards and the men in the barracks, as their truest friend
and counsellor. In the officers’ mess he was beloved and
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respected by all. He was an enormous factor in relieving
the enlisted men of the monotony incident to their con-
tinued duties by his Friday night parties held in one of
the dining huts. On these occasions, he was assisted by
several of the nurses, who served light refreshments,
while the men were entertained by speeches, recitations,
music, etc.

The Unit was fortunate in having assigned to it as
executive officer Major M. A. DeLaney, of the regular
Army, an officer of large experience and tact, having
served in the Philippines, Hawaii, and later in charge
of a large hospital on the Mexican border. Personally
acquainted with many members of the Unit, and with
a large military experience, he was of invaluable assist-
ance in organizing and placing the Unit on a thorough
working basis. When we were finally assigned to the
British Expeditionary Force and later transferred to
our command, 16 General Hospital, at Le Treport,
France, Major DelLaney as executive head administered
the duties and carried on the work of the hospital in a
way most satisfactory in every detail to the English
Government, until he was ordered to London as liason
officer. His selection was most fortunate, as the office
required a person of large experience, judgment and
tact to meet and deal with many of the complicated
problems which arose daily. In appreciation of his valu-
able service, the British Government conferred on him
the order of Companion of St. Michael and St. George.
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The other two officers of the regular army attached
to the Unit were Captain McDiarmid, Medical Corps,
and Captain Kidwell, Quartermaster Corps.

Captain McDiarmid assumed the duties of Adjutant.
Shortly after we were assigned to 16 General Hospital
at Treport he was ordered to headquarters at Tours,
in the Department of Medical Supplies.

Captain Kidwell as our quartermaster took charge
of all the Unit’s effects and delivered everything in
shape at Le Treport, where he immediately co-operated
with Captain Kinsella, the British Quartermaster in
charge of 16 General Hospital. Unfortunately we soon
lost the service of Captain Kidwell, as he was ordered
to duty with the A. E. F. at headquarters.

I would feel remiss if I failed to take this opportunity
to express my thanks and unbounded gratitude to all
the members of the Unit—the officers, nurses, and
enlisted personnel—for their magnificent loyalty and
devotion to duty under most trying conditions; at
all times, both day and night, through rain and snow,
they vied with one another in trying to make the work
of the Unit conspicuous for efficiency. So much so,
that we have the satisfaction of knowing that our work
was deeply appreciated by our allies, the British,
with whom we worked, and under whose direct orders
we served and without whose cooperation our prob-
Iems would have been most difficult.

It is particularly gratifying to be able to state that
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at no time was there any friction between our Unit
and their British allies. There was only the splendid
spirit of generosity, patient determination, suffering
without complaint, and the willingness to concede
anything for what is right that is so characteristic
of the English-speaking race. I believe every effort
should be made to keep united all who speak the mother
tongue. If that be possible (and it should be) then we
will hold together a vast group whose ideals and in-
terests are similar, whose words and thoughts are the
same, and who look at the world through the same
glasses. If this unity of ideals can be fostered and no
jealousies permitted to creep in causing dissension,
there will be an English-speaking race strong through-
out the world, standing for what is true and right, which
will prove an unconquerable factor in maintaining
the peace of the world.



THE UNIT IN ACTIVE SERVICE

/ I \HE few weeks which were passed in Phila-
delphia before the Unit left were filled with
curious sensations and experiences for its mem-

bers. Through the newspapers the public had been

made aware of the fact that the Unit had been ordered
into active service and of its imminent departure
over seas. It was a trying time for all, as the exact
date on which it was to start had not been made known
and consequently leave takings were uncertain.
Much of the time was consumed in getting the neces-
sary personal equipment, and many of the officers
and men were occupied with making up the rolls and
attending to the arrangements for the packing and
transportation of the equipment. All the latter, in-
cluding the personal Iuggage of the officers and men,
was temporarily placed in the parish house of Calvary

Presbyterian Church, from which it was taken to the

train at the appropriate time. Major Harte’s office at

1503 Spruce Street was the temporary headquarters

at which the rolls and other records were compiled and

from which all orders emanated. In it Major Delaney,

Captain MacDiarmid and Captain Kidwell were in-

stalled after their arrival. The office of Dr. George W.
31
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Norris at 1520 Locust Street was used as the recruiting
bureau and in it applicants for enlistment underwent
their physical examinations and, if accepted, were
mustered in. Lieutenant Colonel Henry C. Page,
Medical Corps, U. S. Army, had supervision over this
important work, and all the officers and men were
examined and mustered in under his inspection. Some
drilling was given the men in the Armory of the First
City Troop, by Captain MacDiarmid, assisted by some
of the Unit’s officers who had had previous military
experience.

On May 7, the managers and ex-residents of the
Pennsylvania Hospital gave a farewell dinner to the
officers of the Unit at the Bellevue Stratford Hotel.
Dr. George S. Crampton, who subsequently saw much
service in the A. E. F. in France, presented to each
officer a silver identification tag bearing the Hospital
seal on one side and the officer’s name on the other.
Gold replicas of these tags were subsequently made and
presented by the managers and the officers of the
Reserve Unit to the wives of the officers who went
overseas.

On Wednesday, May 16, definite orders were received
that the Unit would leave Philadelphia on Friday, May
18, and then all realized that the time which had seemed
to be so far ahead at times during the last few weeks
was at last really in sight and the last forty-eight hours
passed with what seemed incredible swiftness.



U

Maj. Richard H. Harte and Maj. Matthew A. DeLaney,
Philadelphia, May, 1917.
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LEAVING PHILADELPHIA

May 18 dawned bright and clear, a lovely spring day.
The men were assembled at the Parish House of Calvary
Church and from thence marched out to the freight
depot of the Pennsylvania Railroad in West Phila-
delphia. Although but few in numbers the men made an
inspiring picture as led by a few officers without any
band or other spectacular accompaniment they marched
out, the first organized body of United States soldiers to
leave Philadelphia for service “over there.” Many
eyes moistened and hearts throbbed as spectators along
the street realized the full import of what they were
witnessing. Although but raw recruits, the men, in-
spired by pride of the service they were on, marched
well, and their fine appearance elicited many favorable
comments. At the station the officers who had not
marched with the men, and the nurses, were allassembled,
and when the signal was given for the train to start
there was not one straggler from the ranks.

Aside from a number of relatives and friends who
had gathered to bid Godspeed to those they loved there
were but few persons at the station, and the absence of
a curious crowd added to the solemnity and gave a
peculiar dignity to the occasion. With military prompti-
tude the train pulled out at 10 a. M. and the long jour-
ney had begun.

As the train whirled rapidly along the familiar route

to New York, many were the emotions which surged in
3
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our hearts as we reflected on what might be the length
of time and the experiences to be passed through before
we should see them again. But the thoughts of the
majority must have reverted to those who were obliged
to remain behind to wonder and worry at what was to
befall those who had left them, unbuoyed by the
excitement and spirit of adventure which naturally
occupied a large space in the minds of those whose good
fortune had opened a way for them to participate in the
great adventure.

EMBARKATION

On arriving at Jersey City an ample lunch was found
awaiting us at the restaurant in the railroad station,
after eating which the Unit marched aboard a ferry-
boat and was conveyed by it across the river to the dock
at which lay the St. Paul, the steamer which was to
carry it over the Atlantic. The remainder of the after-
noon was occupied in settling down in our quarters
and getting our possessions stowed away. In the evening
many of the Unit went ashore, but, be it spoken to its
credit, not a single man failed to respond at roll-call at
six the next morning.

After our arrival in New York, and before sailing, the
nurses all received from the Red Cross the dark blue
uniforms which they were to wear, and their civilian
garments were sent back. It is needless to add that much
refitting, taking in, and letting out, were necessary before
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the new clothing was suitably adapted to all the variety
of figures it was required to fit.

In addition to the Pennsylvania Hospital Unit the
St. Paul had on board the St. Louis Unit No. 21, under
Dr. Frederick Murphy, and a unit of orthopedic sur-
geons accompanied by Dr. Joel Goldthwaite. There were
a few civilian passengers, among them Dr. Thomas W.
Salmon, who was on his way over to study the methods
employed by the psychiatric departments of the Allied
Armies, a study which he later applied to such good
purpose, when he was chief of the neurological service
of the A. E. F.

Saturday, May 19, 1917, at 12 noon, the St. Paul cast
off, and passed out into the Ambrose Channel, dropping
anchor for a few hours in order that the gun crew, con-
sisting of a lieutenant and a detachment of blue-
jackets of the U. S. Navy, might adjust the sights of the
guns mounted on the decks for defence against possible
submarine attacks.

At the time of sailing submarines were the most
obvious danger to be encountered on the voyage and
many kind friends had sent various especially recom-
mended kinds of life-belts or life-saving suits to in-
dividual members of the Unit. The St. Paul mounted
several six-pounders and four four-pounders, and the
[ittle group of sailors looked very business like as they
adjusted the sights and worked around their grim
weapons. Throughout the voyage a most vigilant
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watch was maintained from various parts of the ship.
Although on one occasion a periscope was supposed to
have been sighted nothing more was seen of the dreaded
pirates.

On Sunday the Unit was assembled for divine
service in the dining saloon, its chaplain officiating.
In the midst of the service our guns were fired, without,
however, disturbing either the chaplain or his congrega-
tion. On going on deck we learned that the crew was
indulging in gun practice. It was perhaps fortunate
that the greater part of the passengers were below at
this time for we learned subsequently that during
similar practice on board the S. S. Mongolia which
sailed from New York at the same time with the St.
Paul, two nurses of the Chicago Unit, who were on the
deck near the guns, were struck and instantly killed
by pieces of metal which were thrown back by the
discharge.

The trip afforded an excellent opportunity for the
members of the Unit to become acquainted with one
another. Aside from setting-up exercises and some
rather desultory efforts at drilling there was but little
to occupy the hours on ship-board, so that the medi-
cal officers sought to beguile the tedium by inoculating
the members of the Unit with the antityphoid and
paratyphoid sera, thereby getting over that disagree-
able but highly useful performance when it would not
interfere with other duties or pleasures.
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On Saturday, May 26, at about 9 A. M., a destroyer
was sighted and the excitement and joy of all on
board may be imagined when we discovered that she
was flying the United States flag, that she had put out
from an English or Irish port, and realized the signifi-
cant fact that the ships of our country’s navy were
already actively cooperating with the Allied fleets.
The destroyer which met us bore the number 59, and
as she came near we greeted her with cheers, to which
her crew gave a hearty response. A short time later a
sister destroyer likewise came near and for some hours
they ran along with us, crossing our bows and dashing
back around our stern, like porpoises. Late in the
afternoon they left us and we were taken in charge by
British torpedo-boat destroyers in their stead. At 8
p. M. we sighted Bull Light and soon entered the Irish
Sea. All this day and the next as we approached the
coast we were much impressed by the number of
destroyers and mine sweepers which we passed busily
engaged in their protective labors.

ARRIVAL AT LIVERPOOL

On Sunday, May 27, we entered the Mersey and
at 6.15 p. M. we arrived at the dock at Liverpool.
It was too late to land and so we remained on board.
The evening was misty with a light rain and we were
all much interested in the enormous quantity of ship-
ping in the port and in the absence of [lights in the city
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and its neighborhood, not having yet become familiar
with the darkness which prevailed in all the cities of
England and France as a precautionary measure.

At 7.30 A.M. on Monday, May 28, the Unit was
debarked, a process carried out with remarkable celerity
owing largely to the absence of any customs or other
formalities. Once ashore the enlisted personnel and a
few of the officers, marched off to Blackpool where they
were to be quartered until sent to France. The majority
of the officers were quartered at the Northwestern
Hotel and the nurses at the Adelphi.

The arrangements for the Unit’s accommodation had
all been made before its arrival. Several British officers
were on the pier and attended to the details with
such despatch that within a few hours all were com-
fortably provided for. Colonel Begbie, who had chief
charge of this matter, was to be with us later.

The separation at Liverpool was the first that the
Unit experienced, and it will be necessary to follow the
fortunes of the two groups separately until their reunion
in France.

Captain McDiarmid and Lieutenants Vaux, Dillard,
Cadwalader, Earnshaw and Flick were detached and
sent to Blackpool. When the baggage had been taken
off the steamer and loaded on lorries by the details
assigned to that work, the men were lined up and
marched off the pier. As the day was Whit-Monday, a
bank holiday, the streets were crowded and the people
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gazed curiously at the sight of our men as, headed by
the Stars and Stripes and the Red Cross ensign, they
marched through the streets of the city to the train
which was to take them to Blackpool. They were ac-
companied on the trip, which lasted about two hours, by
the General Manager of the London and Northwestern
R. R. and Mr. Baker, the representative of the Pennsyl-
vania R. R. in Liverpool, who took the kindest interest
in arranging for the comfort of the men on the way.

AT BLACKPOOL

Blackpool reminded us very forcibly of Atlantic
City. It had been a popular seaside resort, but was now
occupied as the General Headquarters of the Royal
Army Medical Corps and over 20,000 men were camped
there in training for service in the Medical Corps.
Never shall we forget the welcome we received as we
detrained. As the detachment marched from the station
into the street a military band played the “Star
Spangled Banner” and “God Save the King.” The
streets were crowded with people, all cheering and
anxious to show their appreciation of this early visible
evidence that the United States had entered the war.
The first remark of the English officer assigned to
meet us was: “It’s jolly good of you Americans to come
all this way to help us. Now what can I do to help
you?”” This continued to be the attitude of the British
towards us during the whole of our long stay with them.
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Our men were billeted in private houses and the
officers quartered in a hotel and small inn. The British
officers in charge of the billeting were most energetic
and thoughtful in their efforts to get everyone com-
fortably quartered. They personally saw to it that the
rooms were comfortable and luggage promptly sent to
them. We were given printed copies of the rules and
orders to be observed by us during our stay at Black-
pool. Our enlisted men met their new situation with
the same splendid equipoise which they manifested
throughout their subsequent experiences. Some of the
officers going out from their quarters to those where
the men had been put found the neighborhood sur-
rounded by a dense throng full of excitement at the
spectacle of a baseball game which our personnel were
busily staging. They made themselves very popular
with their neighbors and hosts while they were in
quarters at Blackpool, and made a most favorable
impression on the British officers and men stationed in
the huge camp there.

The detachment remained at Blackpool twelve
days, during which time its members were given in-
struction in gas and the use of gas masks and in litter
drill. Many amusements and entertainments were
provided for them. Colonel and Mrs. Nash extended
much hospitality to them. Several games of baseball
were played between teams made up from St. Louis
Base Hospital No. 21 and the Pennsylvania Hospital
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men, much to the amusement of the thousands of
Englishmen in the R. A. M. C. camp. Mr. J. J. J ackett,
famous all-England football player, and Mrs. Jackett
were particularly kind to our men. Mrs. Jackett
presented the Unit with a champion English bulldog,
rejoicing in the name of Rosie, as a mascot. Unfor-
tunately army orders did not permit the Unit to take
Rosie with them to France, so that she had to be left
behind on its departure. ‘

Finally one morning the officers were summoned to
Headquarters where they were presented by Colonel
Nash to Colonel Thurston, R. A. M. C. who informed
them that as commanding officer of British General
Hospital No. 16 at Le Treport, France, he had been sent
to escort them there and that the Unit was destined to
replace the British unit which had heretofore been m
charge of that Hospital.

The following day General Keogh held an inspection
for the entire camp at which we were ordered to be
present. He called the officers together, thanked them
and the men for what they had already done toward
helping England’s cause and wished them good luck
and best success in their work in France. The following
day we left as a draft for some Channel port, our
luggage having been loaded in the afternoon of the day
before. The train pulled out of the station at 11 P. M.;
the first stop was Oxford, where we arrived a few
minutes after six the next morning. As the men had
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been crowded very closely all night they were given
twenty minutes lay-over here and were allowed to get
a cup of coffee in the nearby restaurant. Our final
destination was Southampton, where we arrived at
8.30. We ran directly on to the docks and were not
allowed to leave them all day.

The sun was hot, and the dock as hot as only docks
can be; the heat was intense and made one think of
Kipling’s line: “And the heat would make your bloom-
ing eyebrows crawl.” All day long other trains loaded
with troops arrived. There were a number of boats
lined up on both sides of the dock, but we were not told
on which we were to sail until 4.30 that afternoon. All
our baggage and hospital supplies, which had been
unloaded from the train, now had to be loaded on the
ship. Finally at 6.30 all was in readiness, the ship loaded
and awaiting her orders. As an item of interest this
steamer was the Northwestern Miller, which in peace
times ran between Philadelphia and London with
freight. She had on her as a cargo 1800 men, 750 horses
and mules, and the rest of her hold was filled with high
explosives. We sailed at 7 p. M., five other ships similarly
packed with troops leaving with us.

IN LONDON

On Tuesday, June 6, the nurses and officers, except
those who had been sent with the men to Blackpool,
went by train to London, where they were met at the
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station by large char-a-bancs and in them conveyed to
hotels, the officers to the Curzon, the nurses to the
Waldorf, in which they were to be quartered until their
departure for France.

The succeeding days were passed in a pleasant suc-
cession of visits to war hospitals, or places of historic
interest in London or its immediate vicinity, and in
attendance at theatrical performances. The members
of the Unit were invited to attend a service at St.
Paul’s on the occasion of the presentation of the flag of
the American Legion of the Canadian Army, and also
on Empire Day. Many of them also were privileged
to be present at an open air investure by the King at
Hyde Park.

In the hospitals and streets of London we first became
familiar with the peculiar garb worn by all convalescent
or walking patients in British Military hospitals. This
was a short coat with long trousers of blue material some-
what like denim, with a white lining inside the low
rolling collars, cuffs and trouser ends. A red necktie
completed the costume. These suits were most practical
garments and their usefulness cannot be too highly
commended. They do away with the sloppy appearance
which inevitably comes to all patients who have only
their ordinary uniforms or clothes to wear, which are
generally very much dilapidated when they enter the
hospital. It enables recognition of a patient as such
immediately, thence lessening his chance of getting out
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of bounds, a thing of great importance in a camp hospi-
tal. Also under British regulations men in “blues” are
not required to salute and are exempt from other
military requirements, and it is against the law to sell
them liquor.

In England also the Unit first saw in the hospitals the
Women’s Voluntary Aid Detachment or, as they are
universally known, the V. A. D.’s, at their labors, and
most arduous they were. Women of all classes could be
seen doing the most menial work about the hospital,
as well as driving ambulances and acting as assistants
to the nurses and staff. There also they learned the
British custom of calling all nurses “sister,” one which
was quickly adopted by the Americans serving with
the British.

Mrs. Whitelaw Reid and other American ladies busied
themselves with procuring certain comforts and neces-
saries with which our nurses were not provided, as well as
with entertaining them.

CROSSING THE CHANNEL

On Saturday, June 28, under the guidance of Colonel
Frank M. Begbie, the officers and nurses who were in
London were taken by train to Southampton. It was a
perfect spring day and the English country through
which the train bore us never looked more smiling
and beautiful. Arriving at Southampton we were
embarked on a hospital ship, formerly one of the Castle
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Line of steamers, and caught a glimpse while doing so of
our officers and men from Liverpool getting aboard the
steamer which was to take them over. The trip across
the Channel was full of interest. Few members of the
Unit had ever been aboard a hospital ship and we were
greatly interested in inspecting the admirable arrange-
ments for the comfort and care of the sick which it
presented, including a well-equipped emergency operat-
tion room, comfortable swinging beds, and the most im-
maculate cleanliness.

Passing out of the harbor of Southampton we saw the
great Netley Military hospital, and an aggregation of
shipping of every kind and description, from fishing
smacks to gigantic dreadnaughts. Our ship was escorted
by destroyers, of which there seemed an innumerable
number dashing about in all directions.

ARRIVAL IN FRANCE

The next morning, June 29, we dropped anchor about
4 A. M. in the port of Havre, and gazed on the subse-
quently familiar sights of a French port. We were
requested to get ourselves and our things off the
boat as early as possible as some trainloads of wounded
were expected who were to be placed on board our
boat for its return trip. We complied with this request
with alacrity and were soon assembled on the dock with
all our luggage. We then learned that no arrangements
had yet been made for our accommodation so that we
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remained there until about 4 p. M. None of us regretted
the long wait, however, as during it we saw many
novel and interesting sights. First, two hospital trains
arrived bearing wounded, who were placed on the hospi-
tal ship which we had vacated. A few German prisoners
were placed aboard with them.

The process of transference from the train to the ship
was carried out with greatest care, and yet with the ut-
most rapidity. It took but a few hours to accomplish
the entire business. Shortly afterwards a big steamer
crawled slowly in, with a most tremendous list, and
looking to be in immediate danger of sinking. She had
been struck by a torpedo near the bow and barely made
the dock under her own steam. Shortly after, the ship
bearing our officers and men who had been quartered
at Blackpool arrived. Their trip, like ours, had been
uneventful, but the sight of the ship which had been
struck while making the crossing between the two ships
on which our detachment had come over, made a great
Impression on our minds.

At length orders came for us to leave the wharf.
Captains Newlin and Krumbhaar, with the nurses and
three women civilian employees, were to be sent by
train at once to Le Treport. A few of the officers and the
enlisted men were quartered in a camp on the outskirts
of Havre, and the rest of the officers were provided with
rooms in various hotels in the city.

After finding the numerous places to which we had
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been assigned we strolled about the city, which pre-
sented a very animated appearance. It being a Sunday
afternoon everyone was in the streets and there were
thousands of soldiers and sailors sitting about in the
numerous open air cafés. The civilian population was
likewise bent on the usual Sunday afternoon amuse-
ments of a French city and dressed in its best was pro-
menading or sipping its drinks in the balmy spring
sunshine.

The next day, Monday, June 11, the officers and
men who had remained at Havre were ordered to
entrain at 4 p. M. They all assembled at the station
where a train awaited them, but as it did not start
until 11.30 p.M. there was a long dreary wait in the
depot. There were some British tanks awaiting trans-
portation on freight cars in the station -and some of us
were shown inside of them by the officers in charge,
Captain Spencer Ovington and Captain William
Arthur Faulkner of the British Army. Captain Faulkner
had passed much time in the United States, the latter
part of it at Cramp’s shipyard in Philadelphia, where
he had known Major Harte and some of our officers.
Subsequently he paid the Unit several visits at Le
Treport, where he was always a welcome guest. The
train rolled slowly along with frequent delays through-
out the night and the subsequent day, passing through
Amiens and Beauvais, finally arriving at Le Treport
in the early afternoon.
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LE TREPORT

Previous to the Great War Le Treport had been a
little fishing town and seashore resort, or “plage,”
situated on the shore of the Channel at the mouth of a
pretty little stream which forms the dividing line
between it and another very similar little town, Mers,
the two forming practically one community. On either
side of the Iittle valley in which it lies are high cliffs, or
“falaises,” rising abruptly from the seabeach. At high
tide the waves break high against these; when the tide
is low there is left exposed a long stretch of shingly
beach, covered with hard stones and rocks, with here
and there little stretches of sand. On the land above the
falaises the rich farmland is cultivated right to their
edge. Over these fields and along the cliffs one could
walk for miles through beautiful rural scenery, with
the Channel always in view, displaying convoys of vessels
loaded with munitions or other supplies, guarded by
destroyers, and with aeroplanes and dirigibles hovering
over them along the route.

The British military authorities had taken over for
hospital purposes a large area situated on the falaises
adjacent to Le Treport and had constructed on it a
number of hospitals and a convalescent depot. These
were reached from the town by a road which wound
gradually up back of the cliffs. For those on foot there
were two methods of ascent, a funicular railroad, and a
series of flights of cement steps built in the sides of the
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cliffs which bordered the valley in which Le Treport
lay. The funicular was old and decrepit and frequently
failed to functionate, and it was unanimously agreed
that its use was one of the risks of the war which
attended those who sojourned at Le Treport.

There was a large hotel, the Trianon, a few feet from
the upper landing of the funicular, which had been taken
over by the British and was known as British General
Hospital No. 3. A sort of annex to this, a small building
known as the Golf Hotel, was occupied as a hospital
for officers, and was known as Lady Murray’s, after
the English lady who had equipped it and had charge
of its management. Another hospital, No. 47, adjacent to
these, was in charge of Canadians. The Convalescent
Depot No. 3 adjoined the area, and in about its center
was situated British General Hospital No. 16, to which
Base Hospital No. 10 U. S. Army was assigned, and of
which it soon took complete charge.

Number 16 British General Hospital had a bed
capacity for 2232 patients. It was constructed entirely
of huts and tents which weie arranged in radiations
extending in a half-circle from a center. The other
half of the circle was formed of similar huts and tents
constituting Canadian General Hospital No. 47. The
center of the two hospitals was the operating rooms
and x-ray plants, from which the first huts proceeded.
These were substantially built and were known as the

“white huts” because of their color, being made of
4
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galvanized iron. Our hospital had four of them and
they were used for severe surgical cases, because of
their proximity to the operating room and the ease
with which patients could be transported to and from
it. A road ran circularly around their outer ends, across
which were the so-called ‘“black huts,”
really dark brown in color, and of which there were
four for each white hut. These were used for less severely

which were

wounded and convalescent surgical patients. On the
outer perimeter of the circle were the medical huts.
Separated by a space of some yards from the main
hospital was the “Isolation Division,” in which all
infectious or contagious diseases were placed. It con-
sisted of a number of huts and tents, separated by
rather wide intervals from each other. Between the
two divisions and on their outer borderswere the cooks
tents, quartermasters’ huts, and barracks and tents of
the personnel. A large dining hut in which 700 men
could eat at a time was built on a space between the
medical and surgical huts, in which all patients able
to walk got their meals. At the entrance to the street
which ran between the surgical huts was the Admission
and Discharge Hut, in which all walking patients were
received, examined, and assigned to the appropriate
wards; where every morning walking patients were
dressed, and at which patients were given their final
inspection previous to discharge from the Hospital.
The officers were quartered in a one-story wooden
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building with three corridors, having bedrooms along
them, a dining-room, sitting-room and kitchen. After
the Unit had occupied the hospital for some months
a bath-room with a tub, running hot and cold water,
and a shower, was installed through the benificent
activity of some of the officers, and proved a great
addition to the comfort of the mess. Two, and in some
instances three, officers were quartered in each room.
Each room had a small coal stove and even in
the coldest weather could be made warm and com-
fortable.

The nurses’ quarters were across the main road
running through the hospital area. These were in huts,
attached to one another by corridors, having a large
room divided into two parts serving respectively for a
dining-room and sitting-room.

The entire area was traversed by good hard macadam
roads. The hospital grounds around the huts were at
first in grass, which was the despair of the sergeant de-
puted to the task of keeping them mowed and neat looking.
At a later period every available foot of ground was
ploughed up and planted with potatoes and other
vegetables. This gardening work was entered upon with
great zeal, all the men in their available moments
being employed in its prosecution.

There was one of the British Expeditionary Force
canteens on the area, also a large British Y. M. C. A.
canteen, and a barnlike building run in connection
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with it which was used for concerts and dramatic
performances.

Near the Hospital was a golf links which had once
flourished mn connection with the hotel, and at Lady
Murray’s were some tennis courts. The Tommies had
constructed a cricket crease on which they pursued their
national game, and it was not long after their arrival
before the Americans had made a baseball diamond on
which they likewise could indulge in their national
pastime. Football was also provided for when the season
arrived. On their first Thanksgiving Day the Americans
arranged a game among themselves and the comments
on its roughness by the Tommies among the excited
spectators were very interesting.

Upon its arrival the Unit received the most courteous
and kindly welcome from the British officers who were
in charge of the Hospital. It was learned subsequently
that our assignment to this particular hospital had
been the cause of much quite natural chagrin to our
British confréres, as it was regarded as a particularly
interesting and pleasant place, and it was hard on those
who had borne the burden and heat of the day to be
replaced by a group of Americans who had hitherto
undergone no hardships, nor even proven their ability
for the work to be done. The British authorities un-
doubtedly tried to do the best in their power to acknowl-
edge the assistance they were beginning to receive
from the United States and those who were fortunate
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enough to be associated with them at an early period’
must ever feel a sense of gratitude not only to the higher
authorities, but also to officers of rank more nearly

corresponding with our own, for the kindliness that was

so generally shown to the newcomers when they were |
commencing their association with the grim realities
of war.

GETTING SETTLED AT LE TREPORT

For some days after our arrival we were all kept busy
learning the nature of the work which lay before us and
familiarizing ourselves with what would be our future
duties. The British officers gradually departed and in a
few weeks the Unit was in entire charge of the Hos-
pital. There only remained a British officer as registrar,
a British quartermaster, and a British Church of
England chaplain, with the occasional addition of a
non-conformist padre.

The ambulance service for the entire area was con-
ducted by the Women’s Motor Ambulance Convoy
No. 10. There were about thirty-five or forty ambulances
all cared for, as well as driven, by women, and most
splendidly they did their work. They were a fine lot of
healthy, strong young women, who were quartered in
the huge garage in which the cars were kept, near the
Trianon Hotel. The patients practically all arrived or
left the hospitals in the area by train from the station
in Le Treport. The hospital which was to receive a con-



Distributing a convoy of surgical cases to the wards.

Major Newlin distributing a convoy of medical cases at British
General Hospital, No. 16, B. E. F.
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voy would be notified a few hours ahead of the time it
might be expected to arrive. The ambulances would be
sent to the station and there they would remain some-
times for hours before the train, after some unex-
pected delay, arrived. The patients would be loaded
in the motors and driven up the long steep road to the
hospitals, unloaded, and the ambulance sent back for
more. Convoys always seemed by preference to get in
in the middle of the night or just before dawn, and it
took hours from the time these women were called and
started out until they could return to their quarters,
often to be immediately recalled, possibly for another
convoy or some other emergency service. Always
willing, cheerful, and obliging, never driving fast or
carelessly, so as to spare the patient every unnecessary
jolt, they won the universal admiration of everyone who
saw them at their daily task.

It was in this work that our enlisted men also showed
the mettle they were made of. Few of them had ever
come in contact with sickness and suffering on a large
scale before. We had but two or three who had ever
had the slightest experience in hospital work. There
were among them college students, clerks, chauffeurs,
mechanics, draughtsmen, and some older men who had
enlisted through their eagerness to get into active
service, and a fear that their age might militate against
their acceptance for enlistment in a combatant unit.
When the arrival of a convoy was signalled a station
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party would be sent to the station to transfer patients
from the train to the ambulances. Other groups of the
men would be stationed on the receiving platforms of
the medical and surgical divisions to unload the ambu-
lances on their arrival. Another group would be sent to
the Admission and Discharge Hut to receive the walk-
ing patients, make out their cards, and take them to the
wards to which they were assigned. With incredible
adaptability in a few days, these men became familiar
with their work and no light or easy work it was. The
ambulances would be loaded and unloaded with the
minimum of suffering to the patients, and the latter,
often in extremis or in desperate suffering, conveyed to
a cot, and placed at rest without discomfort or pain.
The accomplishment of this work required many hours
of hard physical labor, often in cold wet weather, fre-
quently at night, but not a man would flag in his
energy till every patient had received all the required
attention. The reverse process of loading a convoy to
leave the Hospital was equally hard physical work,
but the labor was greatly lightened by the pathetic
joy with which patients hailed the chance to get to
“Blighty.” Few of us could have realized the full
significance of homesickness until we had the opportu-
nity to see the eagerness with which the wounded
British soldier longed for the decision that his wound was
so serious that he would be sent to Blighty. The
sympathy the men showed to one another was nowise



The Incinerators.

The disinfecting plant. Private Albert O. Johnson, Jr., Sergt. 1st
Class Chas. W. Kendall, Jr., Corp. Harry B. Thompson.
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better indicated than when they showed their joy to
one of their number on his approaching departure for
Blighty, or in their attempts to console those who were
not so fortunate, although their hopes might have
been excited by the reception of a severe wound.

ENGLISH AND CANADIAN OFFICERS

With many English and Canadian officers the rela-
tions of the Unit became very close. It is impossible to
name all those to whose friendly offices we were in-
debted for much kindness, not only official but social,
in the long course of our stay; but to a few we owea
debt of gratitude which it is a great pleasure to acknowl-
edge.

Colonel Frank W. Begbie, who welcomed us officially
at Liverpool and from thence escorted us to London,
watched over our welfare there during our brief stay,
and then accompanied us to Southampton, subse-
quently came to Le Treport as commandant of the
Hospital area. His tall figure and kindly face dwell in
our memory, along with his uniform courtesy and the
pains which he ever took to help us in the perform-
ance of our duties.

Colonel Hugh Champneys Thurston was in command
of British General Hospital No. 16 when we first arrived,
and it was under his immediate supervision that the
transference of the Hospital took place and we assumed
charge of the hospital. Nothing could exceed the tact



60 PENNSYLVANIA BASE HOSPITAL NO. 1o

and good-will with which he conducted this delicate
procedure, rendered the more so by his necessary
ignorance of the qualifications which the Unit collec-
tively and individually possessed to assume the task.
That the exchange took place smoothly, without the
least friction, and with absolutely no interference with
the routine work of such a large and active hospital,
was largely attributable to his ability and kindliness.

Colonel H. D. Rowan, who was in command of No. 47
British Hospital, later became A. D. M. S. of the area
and his relations with the Unit were most pleasant.
A tall, spare man, as he walked around the area in-
specting the hospitals under his charge, and giving
kindly greetings to the American officers whom he
met, we soon got to know him well and to esteem him
among those whom we were proud to call our friends.
He was succeeded as Assistant Director Medical Service
by our friend, Colonel Begbie.

A report by Colonel Rowan of his inspection of the
Hospital on December 2, 1917, is appended, as showing
his opinion of the Hospital on that date. (See p. 214.)

As we were serving with the British Expeditionary
Force and entirely attached to it, the district in which
we were was controlled by British medical authorities
and the consultants attached to the area were all
British officers.

The British surgical consultant at the time of our
arrival was Colonel Francis Mitchell Caird, of Edin-
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burgh, one of the most eminent surgeons and teachers
of that center of surgical renown. A former pupil of
Lister’s, now as then eager to grasp every addition to
-surgical knowledge or technique, he watched our own
surgeons when they began their work with critical but
friendly eyes and was prompt to acknowledge their
fitness for the task they had undertaken. Some of our
staff had had the pleasure of enjoying his hospitality
at an international meeting of surgeons in Edinburgh
in pre-war days. With them he was glad to resume his
acquaintance and very soon we all learned to admire
and love him. His sound counsels aided our work,
his stories and songs added pleasure to every gathering
at which he was present, and his departure was uni-
versally regretted.

Colonel Caird’s successor as surgical consultant for
the area was Colonel William Thorburn, of Manchester,
a very able surgeon and a gentleman who was well quali-
fied in every way to maintain the traditional relations

established by his predecessor between the surgical
consultant and the Unit. Ever ready when called upon

for advice and never obtrusive in offering it, he was a
good friend to those of us who were brought into official
contact with him.

The British medical consultant for the area was
Colonel Pasteur, to whom those serving in the medical
division of the Hospital feel was largely owing their
successful management of the great task confided to
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their care. The Contagious Division was a most im-
portant responsibility, as it received from the entire
area all patients suffering from contagious disease.
These cases included measles, scarlet fever, diphtheria,
Vincent’s angina, mumps, etc., and their proper isola-
tion not only from others but from one another was a
matter of great difficulty. Colonel Pasteur was ever
ready to aid wherever he could be of service, and his
willingness and skill elicited the hearty appreciation
of all those who had the opportunity of availing
themselves of them.

DISTINGUISHED VISITORS

From time to time the Hospital was visited officially
by the chief authorities of the British Expeditionary
Force, and their universally friendly words of encourage-
ment and approval were a great stimulus to our efforts
to “carry-on.”

Among such distinguished visitors may be mentioned
Lieutenant General Sir Arthur Sloggett, a splendid
type of Englishman, who had been awarded the Vic-
toria Cross for an act of bravery during the war in the
Soudan, and to whose administrative ability much of
the success of the British medical establishment in
France was due.

Major General Sir Anthony Bowlby inspected the
Hospital on a number of occasions. The author of
several widely known textbooks on surgical subjects,
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his great skill and practical ability was of invaluable
service particularly in placing the surgical service in
the advanced areas on an efficient working basis.

Major General Sir George Meakins, the distinguished
President of the College of Physicians of London, in-
spected the medical division on more than one occasion.

The Unit was honored by the unofficial visits of many
persons of prominence. Among these were Cardinal
Bourne, the primate of the Roman Catholic Church
in England, and Bishops Israels and McCormick, of
the Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States.
Mr. E. H. Sothern and Mr. and Mrs. Winthrop Ames
stopped in one afternoon and drank tea. They were on a
tour for the purpose of establishing a system of dramatic
entertainments for the amusement of the A. E. F.
Sir Thomas Myles, the distinguished Dublin surgeon,
visited his old friend Colonel Harte, in company with
General Sir Robert Jones, Sir Berkley Moynihan and
Dr. Stiles, of Edinburgh.

Brigadier General W. W. Atterbury, of the A. E. F.
drove in for luncheon on one occasion, as did also
Colonel H. C. Booz, another Pennsylvania Railroad man,
who was among the engineers from that great organiza-
tion whose labors in establishing a transportation
system for the A. E. F. made so great an impression on
the French. Colonel Hodge, yet another of the engineers
in the A. E. F., stopped in to visit his cousin Captain
Edward B. Hodge, and other friends in the Unit.
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Lieutenant Commander Robert LeConte and Lieut-
enant Commander James E. Talley, of Naval Base
Hospital No. 5, the Methodist Episcopal Hospital unit of
Philadelphia, visited their old friends from the same
city. Another welcome visitor was Colonel James P,
Hutchinson of Philadelphia, whose long service and
splendid work at American Red Cross Military Hospi-
tal No. 1, at Neuilly, has done him such credit.

THE WORK AT LE TREPORT

The amount of work done by Base Hospital No. 10
while in charge of British General Hospital No. 16, may
be gathered from a brief resumé of the statistics of the
registrar’s office during the period from June 13, 1917,
to December 31, 1918, about eighteen and a half
months (See pp. 202, 203).

There were admitted during that time 47,811 patients,
of whom 22,431 were wounded and 24,222 sick. Of
these 398 of the wounded and 140 of the sick died,
making a total of 538 deaths.

There were 3,736 surgical operations performed, the
great majority for the removal of missiles or their
fragments, but also a large number of amputations.

The patients were chiefly, of course, members of the
British Expeditionary Force, including British, Scotch,
Irish, Australian, New Zealand, South African and
Canadian soldiers, the total number of American
soldiers admitted being but 3,012, of whom 44 died.



Group of matrons of the hospitals in the Le Treport area.
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The Dental Department of the Hospital was very
active. The Unit had with it two dentists, Colonel
Charles S. Jack and Captain Edwin Shoemaker,
and a tabulation of their work in the Appendix
shows that they treated no less than 15,926 patients.
The skill of the American dentist is proverbial in
England and on the Continent and much advantage
was taken of their skill and kindness when it became
known how willingly they extended their aid to those
who stood in need of it.

The X-ray Department was a most important adjunct
to the Hospital. So much depended on the accurate
localization of foreign bodies as a preliminary to their
removal that at times when a large convoy of wounded
had been received it would seem almost impossible
that the x-ray department could keep its service up to
time, and yet it always did. The department was at first
in charge of Major Knowles. Later when he was de-
tached from the Unit, Captain Shoemaker took it up.
The mechanical work, development of plates etc.,
was done by Sergeant Cressy, and much of the success
of the Department was due to his faithful and con-
scientious labors. From June 13, 1917, to December
31, 1918, 5,852 patients were x-rayed.

The Pathological Laboratory was under the charge
of Captain Edward B. Krumbhaar, assisted by Captain

J. Howard Cloud, with Mrs. Krumbhaar as technician.
5
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A detailed statement of the work carried out in the
little one-story corrugated iron hut in which the lab-
oratory was lodged shows that no less than 18,878
pathological and bacteriological examinations were made
in the period from June 13, 1918. Of these exam-
inations 318 were autopsies, which were performed in
the little mortuary which served all the hospitals
Iocated in the area. Much assistance was afforded
Major Krumbhaar by Privates Le Boutillier, Stevens
and W. B. Smith, asecond year medical student, at-
tached as orderlies to the laboratory.

Patients who succumbed to their wounds or to
disease in any of the hospitals in the area were buried
in the English military cemetery at Mont Huon about
a mile by road from the hospitals. Before our arrival
there had been another English cemetery laid out in
connection with the French cemetery at Le Treport,
but this had been filled, and shortly before our arrival
the new one opened. It was just off a main road, sur-
rounded by great fields, with a view of the Channel in
the distance. The Americans were greatly impressed
with the respect shown by the British for their dead.
Every funeral was attended by a commissioned officer
and squad of enlisted men, who marched behind the
ambulance conveying the plain pine box in which was
placed the body. The Chaplain of the belief to which the
man belonged preceded the ambulance. Arrived at the
cemetery the body was reverently borne to the grave
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on the shoulders of the men, the Chaplain read a short
service, and all stood at attention while the bugler
blew the “last post,” the British equivalent to our
“taps.” The German prisoners who died in the area
were buried with the same respect, the body in such
instances being borne to the grave by other German
prisoners, escorted by a guard.

The English were very much impressed with the work
of our women anesthetists, Miss Burkey and Miss
Murphy. Throughout the British Army anesthetics had
hitherto only been administered by doctors and when
shortly after our arrival our women began their work they
were greatly astonished. The skill and care which was
displayed soon caused their amazement to yield to ad-
miration. The idea was soon adopted by the British
authorities, and in the early spring of 1918 classes were
formed of British nurses who received instruction at our
hospital and at several others, and before the end of the
war a number of British nursing sisters were performing
the duties of anesthetists in various hospitals throughout
the B. E. F.

Another striking difference between the practice of
the British and ours was in the much more prevalent
use of chloroform by them as a general anesthetic in
preference to ether. Of course this custom prevails in
their civil surgery, the only reason apparently being
that the use of ether as an anesthetic began in America,
whereas that of chloroform was discovered by Sir James
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Y. Simpson of Edinburgh; consequently the use of each
anesthetic was more widespread in the country in which
it was first introduced.

The traditional care with which the British Govern-
ment looks after the welfare of its soldiers was nowhere
better exemplified than in the hospital. Every day a
dispatch was sent to London containing lists of the
names of patients who were considered as in a serious
condition. If a man were dangerously ill a special tele-
gram was sent the War Office informing it of his condi-
tion. These were the so-called “S.1.” and “D. 1.” lists.
As soon as a patient’s name was placed on the D. I. list
his family was notified and two and sometimes more of
them, wife, mother or father, or some other of his kin,
were brought to his bedside in a wonderfully short
time, sometimes within less than twenty-four hours,
and there they could remain until their loved one was
out of danger, or if he died until he was laid at rest.
The British Y. M. C. A. mamtained a hostel in which
these relatives were housed, and though it used to be
mexpressibly sad to see these mournful Iittle groups
about the bedside or at the grave, the consolation to
them and to the patient must have been very great.
Their gratitude was often touchingly expressed and
it was very beautiful to see the sympathy they mani-
fested towards others who were in the same plight, or
towards the patients with whom they came in contact
during their brief stay about the Hospital.
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It seemed to us in the course of our relations with the
British Army that much of its wonderful success as a
fighting machine depended upon the solicitude shown
by the government for the men, and also on the care
which the British officer always manifested for them.
The Tommy looked up to his officer, respected him, and
had confidence in him because he realized that the
officer was willing to sacrifice himself for his men not
only in little but in big things. At the casualty clearing
stations and elsewhere when there were many wounded
to be cared for and the surgeons and nurses were over-
run, the British officer was always solicitous that the
wounded Tommies should be Iooked after before
himself, and his anxiety in this respect was repaid by a
corresponding desire on the part of the private soldier
that his officer should have every care and attention
that could be bestowed upon him.

REINFORCEMENTS FOR THE UNIT

Pennsylvania Hospital Unit, Base Hospital No. 1o,
U.S. A, had been organized with the idea that it would
have charge of a hospital of 500 beds. It was therefore
obvious that to run a hospital of 2,090 beds there must
be an addition to its personnel. In reply to Colonel
DeLaney’s urgent request, a reinforcement comprising
8 officers, 47 enlisted men, and 30 nurses, was sent from
Philadelphia. The men under commandof Lieutenant
H. B. Wilmer, sailed on August 18, 1917, on the S. S.
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Aurania, but the nurses were delayed and did not sail
until August, 1917, when they embarked under com-
mand of Captain J. Paul Austin on the S. S. Baltic.
Lieutenant Wilmer and his detachment had an unevent-
ful voyage, landing at Liverpool, thence proceeding by
train to Southampton, from which port they crossed
the Channel to Havre, and from there were sent to
Dieppe, where they were met by ambulances which took
them to Le Treport, arriving on September 7. Captain
Austin and the nurses arrived on September 21.

Much of the success with which the pleasant relations
between the Unit and the British were achieved must
be attributed to the tact and ability with which the
Unit was directed and managed by Colonel Matthew
A. Delaney, M. C., U. S. A. In the course of his career
as an army officer he had acquired a rare knowledge
of men, and his courteous yet firm manner, and his
thorough acquaintance with military affairs and ad-
ministrative matters, made a great impression upon the
British officers. Avoiding all misunderstandings and
very direct in all his dealings they held him in esteem
as a soldier at the same time that they enjoyed his
society as a man.

ROUTINE AT LE TREPORT

On March 11th, 1918, Colonel DeLaney left the Unit
to become Liaison Officer in London, and Lt. Col. Harte
took over the command of the Hospital. During the
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latter part of this month, the now famous Cambrai push
took place, and the Hospital, as well as the whole area
received orders to prepare to move at a moment’s
notice. Forty-five nurses were sent away, thirty to
Rouen, and fifteen to Etretat. The Hospital was practi-
cally empty until the middle of April, but from then on
throughout the remainder of the summer it was filled,
usually to overflowing. In some convoys as many as six
hundred cases were received. During this same period
there were frequent air-raid alarms, which added to
the anxiety of all. The latter part of April, Major
Norris left the Unit for duty with the A. E. F., and
Captain Newlin took over charge of the Medical
Division.

May 3d, 1918, was a day long to be remembered by
the Unit, as our band made its first public appearance.
After several months’ practice the band had mastered
a single selection, and proudly marched in front of the
officers’ mess and tried the same on the poor officers,
who had no means of escape. After playing the piece
through, the band were so proud ot themselves that
they repeated the selection many times, and before
they departed every one of the officers could whistle
the entire selection without a single mistake.

About this time, because of the deliberate bombing of
several British and Canadian hospitals, the engineers
began digging trenches and sandbagging the huts of all
the hospitals. This work in our area kept up until
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after the armistice was signed, although fortunately no
attempt was ever made to bomb any of the hospitals
in our immediate vicinity.

In June Captain Packard began a course of lectures
on French History to the members of the Unit. These
lectures Captain Packard continued until September
9, 1918, when he left to take up his new duties as con-
sultant in oto-laryngology for the Paris district.

August, 1918, was a very busy month with daily con-
voys and a corresponding number of evacuations. From
August 3d to August 3oth, the area received 27,000
cases, a thousand a day for twenty-seven consecutive
days. No. 16 took 5,000 of these.

Early in October the Mobile Hospital under com-
mand of Major Edward B. Hodge left No. 16, and de-
parted for Paris for equipment and extra personnel.
It consisted of four officers, twenty nurses, and thirty
enlisted men.

About the middle of October the number of officers
was reduced to fifteen, which made more than plenty
of work for all, as the Hospital was running about full,
and the usual number of officers required for a hospital
of its size was at least thirty. On October 24th, 1918,
orders arrived for Colonel Harte to proceed to Brest
for embarkation to the United States. He departed
November 4th, and the command was taken over by
Major Charles F. Mitchell.
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THE ARMISTICE

On November 10th word was received that the Kaiser
had abdicated, and the following day that the armistice
had been signed. Immediately upon getting the official
news our band was ordered out and it headed a
parade consisting of officers, nurses, patients and
numerous French civilians. It is impossible to describe
the sight of the motley throng of the allied nationalities
as they gavevent to the thrill of joy caused by the realiza-
tion that the aims for which they had been sacrificing
so much were really theirs.

After the armistice the hospital work gradually
lessened, and it became necessary to have daily drill
for the enlisted men to keep them employed. At this
time there were 259 enlisted men on the rolls.

Five of the enlisted men received commissions:
Sergeant Seaver, Second Lieutenant; Q. M. C. Ser-
geant Greer, First Lieutenant S. C.; Sergeant Wilson,
Second Lieutenant S. C.; Private Lawrence M. Ramsey,
Second Lieutenant Field Artillery, and Private Joseph
S. Hagenbuck, First Lieutenant S. C. All remained with
the Unit in their new capacities.

HOMEWARD BOUND

On January 12th, 1919, Lt. Col. William J. Taylor
left the Unit with orders to proceed to the United
States, and the same day the mobile unit consisting
of six officers, thirty nurses and sixty-eight enlisted
men returned. This added personnel at this time made
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a grand total of 39 officers, 125 nurses, and 327 enlisted
men, 491 in all. Shortly after this orders were received
for all those who had not been in the service a year
to proceed to various camps in the A. E. F. These,
together with a few nurses who volunteered to remain
in France, depleted our ranks so that finally we returned
to the United States with twenty-eight officers, one
hundred nurses and one hundred and seventy-nine
enlisted men.

On February 3d, all patients were transferred to
General Hospital No. 47, and from that date on the hos-
pital was demobilized. All the stores were collected
and housed in a couple of huts, and placed under the
charge of Major Lunney of British Army Q. M. C.

In the early part of March our nurses were sent in
batches to Vannes where they were splendidly looked
after by Lt. Col. Veeder of the St. Louis Unit, which
was stationed near that city, in the [ittle town of
Plouharnel in the heart of old Brittany.

On March 4th, Lt. Col. Sweet with 25 officers and
154 enlisted men proceeded to Plouharnel, arriving
March 7th. They were comfortably housed in what was
formerly a monastery. Lt. Col. Mitchell with Major
Newlin and 25 enlisted men remained at Le Treport to
complete the closing of the hospital. Finally this last
contingent left for Vannes March 12th, reaching
their destination the following day.

The nurses left Plouharnel March 12th for Brest,
and Major Newlin was sent to join them on the 15th
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to act as their escort home. They remained at Brest
until April 3d, and then sailed on the Holland American
liner Rotterdam for New York, arriving April 12th.

The officers and men remained at Plouharnel
until March 22d, when they departed for Brest, arriv-
ing the following day. Our stay at Camp Pontanaza
will long be remembered by all, due to the kind, efficient
and courteous treatment we received from the officers
in charge. The efficiency of the camp impressed every-
one, and the kindness shown us personally by the
commanding officer, Brigadier General Smedley D.
Butler, will never be forgotten.

General Butler later informed Colonel Mitchell that
after the Unit left, he had occasion to write Q. H. Q.
that Base Hospital No. 10 was the best outfit of its kind
that had come under his charge.

On April 6th officers and men went on board the
Kaiserin Augusta-Victoria which was making her first
voyage after having been interned in a German port
since the beginning of the war. The ship sailed on the
8th and arrived at Hoboken April 17th. On the 18th
the Unit proceeded to Camp Dix, N. J., and was de-
mobilized on the 22d.



HISTORY OF THE NURSING CORPS OF
BASE HOSPITAL NO. 10 U. S. A.

BY MARGARET A. DUNLOP

HE early history of the Nursing Corps of Base
Hospital No. 10, U. S. A., primarily begins with

the Red Cross Nursing Department organized
by Miss Jane Delano, well-known national figure in the
nursing world of America. She conceived the idea of an
enrollment of trained nurses of standard rank who
would pledge themselves under the Red Cross to take
their part in local disasters, and in the time of war to be
regarded as an Army Reserve Corps prepared to go any-
where at the call of the Government as a war measure.
The enrollment, particularly here in Philadelphia, was
carried on unobtrusively for several years. Conse-
quently when Dr. Richard H. Harte after his return
in 1916 from service at the American Ambulance asked
that a Pennsylvania Hospital nursing unit of fifty
nurses be secured for the nursing service of a Red Cross
army unit to be organized in Philadelphia, it was an
easy matter to gather together such women. After
securing the promise from the Managers for the services
of the Superintendent of Nurses of the Pennsylvania

Hospital, such an organization was started, with the
76
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Superintendent of Nurses as Chief Nurse. The list of
the nurses constituting the original unit will be found
on page 225.

Little thought or expectation was given to the fact
that war was either probable or possible, and it was a
considerable shock to be called by Dr. Harte, director
of the whole Base, on the afternoon of Sunday, May
2, 1917, stating that an order had been received calling
out the Unit for service in France and asking that the
Nursing Corps be mobilized, bag and baggage, ready for
France the following Friday noon. As in time of war
orders are orders, we gasped the reply and started to
work. Many of these pledged nurses were in far away
states at the head of hospitals, or on duty with private
patients. Substitutes had to be secured, and as half of
the nursing staff of the home hospital were to be taken,
considerable difficulties had to be overcome, arrange-
ments made for indefinite leave, etc. Telegrams were
the order of the day, but out of the apparent chaos the
full number appeared by Friday noon prepared for
anything.

On Wednesday, May 5th, a telegram from Washing-
ton came ordering fifteen more nurses to be secured for
the Unit, including a dietitian. This additional number
was secured through the local Red Cross nurse enroll-
ment. These also were ready by Friday. The names
of these additional nurses are given on page 226. The
next nine days were an anxious, restless time, the
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nurses reporting every two hours at the hospital, the
nurses not living at the hospital being cared for at
the home of Mrs. George W. Childs Drexel. During this
time Captain McDiarmid administered the oath of
allegiance. Measurements were taken of the sixty-five
women and sent to a wholesale clothing house in New
‘York for uniforms, we knew not of what color, shape or

kind.

MARCHING ORDERS

On the night of May 17th, Major Matthew A.
Delaney, the newly appointed military commanding
officer of Base Hospital No. 10, telegraphed the order
that the nurses were to be sent before ten o’clock the
next morning, in small groups, without any publicity,
to the Pennsylvania Railroad, West Philadelphia
station, destination unknown. Meeting at the station
the officers and enlisted personnel, we were all whisked
off together by special train.

We reached Jersey City about noon where, through
the foresight of the Quartermaster, Captain Kidwell,
we were served with luncheon. From Iuncheon we were
marched to the ferryboat and the first real thrill was
felt when the nurses, in passing the Pennsylvania Rail-
road employees, were given a rousing cheer. Arriving
at the pier in New York City we were taken at once to
the S. S. St. Paul. Here we were met by the American
Red Cross committee with the uniforms made from
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the measurements taken the preceding week. The uni-
forms on the whole were well made and fitted very well
under the circumstances. The dark blue uniforms,
coats and hats were very somber and the nurses became
known as the Pennsylvania Hospital “orphans.”
But after many months of service, the uniform became
very dear to us and the comfort and protection that it
secured to us in France were very much appreciated.

Very late that evening we were joined on the St. Paul
by Base Hospital No. 21 from St. Louis, Missouri. These
two units with a few other passengers made up the
passenger list of the St. Paul.

THE VOYAGE

Early Saturday morning we left New York with
a feeling of excitement, anticipation, dread, uncertainty
and considerable homesickness. In a few hours our
homeland was lost to view, many of us wondering when
and how we should see it again.

The ten-day voyage was delightful, except for the
usual touch of sickness, and, for a few days, the result of
the doses of antitoxin which seemed to be very freely
given to us. From the amount given, it seemed to the
nurses as though, on reaching France, we would be
germ proof. The ocean seemed destitute of ships and it
was with much delight that we hailed the little Ameri-
can destroyers off the coast of Ireland when we came
into the war zone for submarines. The last night on
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board was not one for comfort. It was spent sitting on
the deck with life belts on and small valuables handy.
Without mishap, however, we finally reached Liverpool
May 28th, were welcomed by two military officers
of the British army, Colonel Begbie and Colonel
Johnston, and we became the guests of the English
government, Colonel Johnston taking chargeof the nurs-
ing personnel and Colonel Begbie of the officers. Colo-
nel Johnston was a man eminently fitted to take charge
of one hundred and twenty-three women. We were
taken in big buses to the Hotel Adelphi and the nurses
were given liberty to see the city. Here they experienced
the first touch of the sympathy, friendliness and hospi-
tality of the English people—a people whom Jater we
came to know and admire for their many fine qualities.
Many were the tales brought back by the nurses of the
friendliness and little courtesies and kindnesses extended
to them by the people of Liverpool.

LONDON

By special train the next day, still under the guardian-
ship of Colonel Johnston, the nurses were taken to
London. While en route at one of the stations, through
the thoughtfulness of Colonel Johnston, tea baskets
were brought into the train and the nurses for the first
time partook of the great English custom. We arrived
at London and were met by Colonel Bradley, U. S. A.,
and Mrs. Bradley, Mrs. Whitelaw Reid and a delega-
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tion from the American colony in London. We were
made to feel as though very much wanted. The nurses
were taken in buses to the Hotel Waldorf, Mrs. White-
law Reid herself taking charge of the two chief nurses.
For ten days we were guests at the Hotel Waldorf and
every possible entertainment was shown us, and we feel
sure that the nurses look back on these days as one of
the greatest, if not the greatest, visit of their lives. At
this point we were deserted by Colonel Johnston with
much regret on both sides. As he expressed it he thor-
oughly enjoyed women of a new type who were enthu-
siastic and adventurous.

The people of London seemed to consider themselves
peculiarly the hosts of the Americans and many were
~ the happy and profitable experiences of the nurses; teas,
sight-seeing, small parties, theatre tickets every night,
a reception at Claridge’s by Mrs. Whitelaw Reid, a
reception at the home of the American ambassador by
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hines Page, and a glorious after-
noon at Cliveden, the home of Lady Astor, who took
the hearts of the nurses by storm by her jolly, friendly
cordiality. The opportunity of being at the meeting
of the American colony when the London chapter of
the American Red Cross was organized was of great
value, as this same organization was of such great
help to us in France later. This period in London seemed
to us at first as a wonderful joy-ride, but later the

wisdom of the scheme was understood. It brought the
6
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American units who were to work with the Allies into
a bond of kinship and good feeling that perhaps could
not have been produced in any other way.

EN ROUTE TO FRANCE

On June gth word was received that we were to leave
for Southampton the next morning and by special
train we were carried off for transport to France. The
movement of one hundred and twenty-three women, one
hundred and twenty-three trunks and one hundred and
twenty-three hand-satchels seemed rather a big under-
taking. However, after practice, all such transportation
proceeded like clock work. The plan of movement from
first to last was a division of the Unit into sections under
section leaders, each leader receiving her orders from
the Chief Nurse and being responsible for the prompt-
ness of her section, the appearance of the baggage on
time, and the reporting of all things connected with
that particular section. I cannot but express here the
appreciation of the Chief Nurse at the promptitude and
co-operation given by these nurses. Never during the
many days of travel were we hampered by unpunctu-
ality or disobedience.

The Channel crossing was uneventful and we reached
Havre about 10 A.M. June 1oth. Being on board a
hospital ship and finding that it was to return with
wounded, we were hurriedly whisked off to our destina-
tion. Our group was put in charge of Major Newlin and
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Captain Krumbhaar and told to entrain for Le Treport,
France, the first time we knew of our final destination.

We reached Dieppe about midnight on a dark rainy
night, no lights being allowed, and it was a sorry look-
ing group in the station at Dieppe awaiting the am-
bulances to take us farther on the way. During the train
ride of about twelve hours, no provision having been
made for food, at one of the stopping places, Captain
Krumbhaar ran up to a small farm house for loaves of
French bread, a few bottles of light wine, some eggs
which he had cooked at the farm house, and just as
the train started came flying down the road followed
by two French women lugging baskets. These he threw
into one compartment of the train and off we started,
not being able to distribute the food until we stopped
again.

OUR FUTURE HOME

The British ambulances arrived about 1 A.M. at
Dieppe. These ambulances were driven by English
Volunteer Aid Detachment women commonly known
as V. A. D.’s and familiarly known as chaufferines.

After an hour’s drive in the darkness, coldness and
wetness we stopped at a tiny light and found ourselves
landed at Nurses’ Mess, General HospitalNo. 16,B.E.F.,
our future home. Here we were met most hospitably
by the English matron, Miss Willets, and part of her
staff. They had received word after 7 o’clock of our
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intended arrival — an overwhelming avalanche, the
descent of sixty-eight women. The work this entailed
to provide beds and food, after a hard day’s labor in
an army camp, was a big item. In the after light of
experience, we can now realize the enormity of such an
act. The cup of the inevitable tea had been prepared
for us, the English nurses giving up their beds to the
Americans, and our nurses fell into bed only to be
aroused in a couple of hours by the bugle call to get up.

The next day we inspected the hospital and found
that instead of a five-hundred-bed hospital we had a
two-thousand-bed hospital. A Iittle discouraged by the
size and the work, we started in. After securing the
belated dress suit cases in which were our only uni-
forms, the nurses were put on duty the 12th of June
at 7 A.M.

Day after day the English nurses were transferred
from the hospital until in two weeks we had but eighteen
V. A. D’s left. Matron Willets, after instructing the
new Chief Nurse in the intricacies of English book-
keeping, was transferred June 3oth. The officers and
enlisted men of our Unit arrived the day after the
nurses had gone on duty.

CALL FOR REINFORCEMENTS

Feeling that sixty-four nurses could not adequately
take care of 2000 patients covering an area equal to
about five or six city squares, the call was sent to
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America for. a reinforcement of thirty nurses. The Eng-
lish matron - allowed us the eighteen V. A. D.’s until
the reinforcement should arrive. On July 21st five
American nurses were sent to us from a unit in London
and became part and parcel of Pennsylvania Base
Hospital No. 1o0.

The first hard experience in nursing came shortly
after our installation when an exceedingly large convoy
of patients, overwhelmed by mustard gas, was received.
These patients were horribly gassed and were pictures
of misery and intense suffering. They poured upon us in
great numbers — 600 in less than forty-eight hours —
and their sufferings were pitiful to see, but their bravery,
unselfishness and fortitude were impressed upon us
very fully. The nurses worked hard and faithfully
during this short period, but the awfulness and im-
mensity of suffering and cruel barbarity of war upon
the individual were a soul-harrowing experience to
them all. It was tremendous strain on mind, heart, and
body, being untrained to the handling of such large
numbers and not yet inured to the immensity of the
work. During that summer of 1917, we had our baptism
of horror and work, but after a few months the whole
Unit settled down to the inevitable, and as the handling
of large numbers of severely wounded was efficiently
expedited, the fear of not being equal to the task
gradually disappeared.
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FIRST CASUALTY CLEARING TEAMS

On July 22, 1917, the first call came for two operating
teams for a Casualty Clearing Station. Each team was to
consist of two officers, one nurse, and one orderly. Miss
Helen G. McClelland was sent with Captain Mitchell
and Captain Packard, and Miss Helen Fairchild
accompanied Colonel Harte and Captain Vaux. These
teams started off to Belgium and commenced their
work under most trying circumstances. These two
nurses were picked for their ability, long tried and
known, and we feel sure that the officers with whom
they worked felt that they were efficient and helpful.
The living conditions were rather trying. Operating
continuously from twelve to sixteen hours, during
rest periods living in tents and during raiding times in
dug-outs, made for the testing of the courage and endur-
ance of both officers and nurses. Miss Helen G. McClel-
land was at No. 61 C. C. S. from July 22 to October 6,
1917. Miss Fairchild was at No. 4 C. C. S. from July 22
to August 18, 1917. Miss Florence Wagner succeeding
Miss Fairchild from August 22 to September 19,
1917. Miss Eva Gerhard worked at No. 61 C. C. S.
from October 5 to December 5, 1917, with Major Gibbon
and Captain Newlin.

On September 22d the thirty reinforcements arrived
from the United States under the guidance of Mrs.
Marie Eden. They were given a hearty welcome and
we felt very rich indeed with one hundred, trained
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nurses. The names of these nurses will be found on
page 210.
OUR QUARTERS

About this time the authorities added to the Nurses’
Mess two more huts, connecting them with the eight
old ones, so that by the winter the nurses were entirely
housed in huts instead of tents. The [ittle huts were
one-story wooden structures partitioned into small
rooms holding two nurses. Each room had for equip-
ment a small stove holding about ten pieces of coal.
Other equipment the nurses provided themselves.
The little stove proved our greatest friend. With the
ten pieces of coal provided per week per ration, we
leave it to the imagination how we secured sufficient
warmth and hot water. For bureau or wash stands we
used Red Cross packing cases, begged, borrowed or
stolen, which we covered with cretonne. A small triangu-
lar board nailed in the corner of the room made a
closet. A collapsible canvas basin, or in the case of the
more fortunate ones, a white enamel basin and pitcher,
were the toilet articles. The beds were canvas cots,
the mattresses squares of cotton pads known as “bis-
cuits.” Later we clubbed our finances and bought from
the British Red Cross chairs and cretonne for curtains,
and through the generosity of a friend of the Unit,
hired a piano. A little later we received victrolas from
the Home Unit, and our nurses’ sitting-room became a
cosy, homelike place.
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During the winter the intense work slackened, the
armies sitting tight and only desultory fighting going
on. The hospital at one time ran down as low as eight
hundred patients. During this time the nurses turned
their attention to the amusement of the patients. A
concert company was organized among the nurses.

Many successful concerts were given to the people
of the area. These concerts consisted of chorus singing,
duets, solos, a Mutt and Jeff episode, fancy dancing,
etc. An incident following one of the concerts was
rather amusing. The Chief Nurse was approached
by an English officer who said, “Matron, I wish to
congratulate you on the American Nurses’ concert.
It was so well done, so dainty and so un-American.”

Thanksgiving night was celebrated in the nurses’
mess, a Unit party being held. At Christmas time in
1917, through contributions from the Home Unit, the
officers, the nurses, Mrs. Krumbhaar, and many of
the enlisted personnel, funds were raised, afternoon
teas and small entertainments were given to the con-
valescent patients, the band, the nurses and the
chaufferines giving the entertainments. Many little
entertainments and little “feeds” were given by in-
dividual nurses in their separate wards.

THE FIRST DEATH

In November our first sorrow came in the sickness

and death of Kenneth Hay. In December, Miss Helen



Marching to the funeral of Miss Fairchild.

Funeral of Miss Helen Fairchild.
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Fairchild who had been at the Casualty Clearing
Station became ill, rapidly growing worse, and in
January was operated upon by Major Charles F.
Mitchell at her own request. After five days’ illness,
Miss Fairchild passed away and a gloom and sadness
was felt throughout the camp, she being the first nurse
who had died at the hospital. She was given a mili-
tary funeral, a most solemn and impressive ceremony.
Representatives from all of the military organizations in
the area and all nurses who could be spared were present,
and floral emblems were sent by all of the organiza-
tions in the Hospital area. The English nurses from
the hospital where Miss Fairchild was cared for, lined
the grave with evergreens. The service was conducted
by Chaplain Jefferys, and after all military honors,
the “Last Post” was sounded by Sergeant Cooper.

THE GREAT PUSH

In the spring of 1918 began the great push of the
War and the excitement of the war zone came very close
to us. When the Germans came within eight miles of
Amiens our situation became a little threatening.
All the hospitals in the area were crowded with patients
extremely badly wounded, there being at that time one
hundred and fifty-nine on the dangerously ill [ist in our
hospital.

At this time occurred the great night that for ex-
perience stands out unique. With 2,200 patients crowded
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in the hospital, we were notified that a convoy of
three hundred and twenty patients was coming down;
that the train bringing them would take away three
hundred. This meant taking many very ill patients
out of bed, placing them on stretchers, and getting
the beds ready for the incoming three hundred and
twenty. At midnight, rain coming down in torrents,
the wards with the three hundred patients lying on
stretchers on the floor, the new patients being brought
in, the friends of the one hundred and fifty-nine dan-
gerously ill patients coming in from England, and
then the lights suddenly going out all over the camp,
made a scene not likely to be forgotten. With the dim
lights given by lanterns, on this chaotic night when
order seemed to be an impossibility, by the steady
quiet routine of the officers, men and night nurses,
by three o’clock the camp was quiet, order restored
and the work accomplished — a condition that the
previous year would have been to us appalling. Things
that seem to stand out in our memory of that night
are the fortitude and bravery of the severely wounded
coming down, the patient, uncomplaining attitude of
the sick men suddenly taken from their beds and sent
upon a journey, the efficient handling of the numbers
of patients by the officers, men and nurses, the quiet,
repressed, controlled attitude of the friends of the
dying—these will never be forgotten.
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SECOND CASUALTY CLEARING TEAM

On March 21st another Casualty Clearing team was
called for and Major Hodge, Captain Dillard and Miss
Stambaugh with two orderlies were sent up the line.
Their experience was crushing. During the heavy
retreat they were forced from one station to another
rapidly until they reached Amiens. A few hours after
reaching Amiens a bombing raid occurred and all
members of the unit were injured—Miss Stambaugh
receiving a very bad injury in the calf of the leg. She
was carried immediately back to Abbeville, Amiens,
being in a distressing condition. At Abbeville she was
cared for, and as soon as able when traffic was allowed
she was transferred to the Queen Alexandra Hospital
in London where every attention was given to her by
the British authorities and she was well looked after
by the American colony.

TRANSFERRING TO ROUEN

Later the condition becoming more menacing the
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