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A TREATISE, &c.

TTAVING, on commencing the pra&ice
A * of phyfick, refolved to confine my la-
bors chiefly to gouty, rheumatic, and hys-
terical patients; and having already publiflied
my Sentiments on the two former difeafes n
it may not now be improper to deliver my
opinion alfo of hyfterical cafes j that mankind
may be convinced I have directed my atten-
tion to thefe particular ftudies, and that in all
my piaflice I would wifli to adl on truly Scien-
tific and medical principles.

Hysterical diforders appear to have been
as little underftood as thofe of the gout ;

hence the unfuccefsful method of treating and
the difficulty of curing them. The truth of
this observation is founded on the illuftrious
Sydenham’s moft excellent hiftory of this
difeafe, with which I propofe to prefent the
public, as it is tranflated by the learned Dr.



Shaw; together with the remarks of fome
other very eminent and worthy phyficians
who have wrote on this fubjedl; and whofe
earned: endeavours to ferve mankind, (tho*
not altogether fuccefsful) deiervc the higheffc
encomiums : I fhould be ungrateful in the
greatest-degree not to pay this tribute to their
memory, as I find myfelf much indebted to

their fund of knowledge, for many of thofe

valuable ideas, with which I have improved
my own.

I shall however iirft give an account of

the nervous fyftem, from fome of the bed:
anatomifts.; which lam induced to do, as it
is beyond a doubt, that the nerves are more

immediately affected by hyfierical diforders.
The wonderful conurudlion of this branch
of the human frame is moil afconifhing, and

will, I think, appear fo to every one, who
carefully attends to the following account of
it; for my own part, I cannot confider it
without being (truck with the greatnefs, and
a-oodnels of that Divine Being who formed
it, and who has fo wifely, and beautifully



diflributed it through the whole of our com-

plicated machines, in order to give adtion to

every part of them, when called upon by the

mental or fenfual powers, which it invariably
obeys, if the confutation be in a perfect
ftate of health.

<e A nerve is a round, hollow, white,
<e long body, compofed of feveral threads, or
<c fibres ; deriving it’s origin from the brain,
“ or fpinal marrow; and diflributed through-
“ out all the parts of the body, ferving (as
“ fuppofed by fome Phyficians) for the con-
u veyance of a juice called animal fpirits,
*e for the performance of fenfation and motion.

tc From every point of the cortex of the
“ brain, there arife minute medullary fibres;
ct which, in their progrefs uniting together, at
££ length become fenfible, and thus conflitute
u the medulla of the brain, and the fpine.

tc Hence they are continued, and in their
11 farther progrefs, become diftinguifhed or fe-
C£ parated by coats which are detached to them



cc from the dura and pia mater, into feveral
u diftindt fafciculi, or nerves-, refembling, in
“ the pofition of their component fibriilse, fo
tc many horfe’s tails, wrapp’d up in a double
“ tunic.

“ ’Tis probable that the medullary fibres
“ of the cerebellum, rifing up towards the
“ fore parts of the medulla oblongata, do,
“ part of them, join the nerves arifing thence,
“ but fo as ftill to retain their different ori-
<c gin, progrefs, and fundtions. The reft of
“ the fibres of the cerebellum are fo mix’d
“ with thofe of the brain, as that there is,
“ perhaps, no part of the whole medulla
“ oblongata, or fpinalis, where there are not
te found fibres of each kind; and thus, to

conftitute the body of each nerve, both
<c kinds of fibres contribute; tho’ the end
cc and effedt of each be quite different.

(i The nerves thus form’d, and fent from
<e the medulla oblongata and fpinalis while
€C within the cranium, are ten pair, tho’ very
6< improperly fo accounted, in as much as



44 moft of them do in reality confift of fe-
-44 veral diftind very large nerves. From
44 the fpinal marrow, continued without the
44 cranium, there arife after the like manner,
“ thirty pair, to which may be added another
44 pair fent from the vertebrae of the neck,
44 augmented in its progrefs by branches from
44 the fecond and third pair, and at laft joined
44 to the eighth pair.

44 All thefe, while within the medulla,
44 are pulpous as foon as they quit it, they
44 acquire a (heath, or cafe, wherewith being
44 defended, they proceed to the dura mater,
44 which is perforated into an open vagina,
44 reaching as far as the foramina of the era-
-44 nium, deftin’d for the tranfmiffion ofnerves;
44 where the nine fir ft pair, and the accef-
-44 Tory pair, afluming this vagina, or cafe,
*e pafs fafely out of the cranium.

44 The other thirty and one pair defeend
44 through fpaces between the commhTures of
“ the apophyfes of the vertebras *, whence
- hard, and well cloathed as they are.



cc they are dilperfed through all, even the
“ fmalleh: points of the folid parts of the body
“ yet known,

“ The coats, or covers of thefe nerves
“ are every where invefted with blood-veflels,
u lymphatics, and other vehicles of a very
“ tight texture, which ferve to colled,
“ flrengthcn, and contrad the fibrillae ; and
tc from which many of the phenomena of the
“ nerves, and of difeafes, are accountable.

“ As loon as the laft extremities of the
44 nerves are about to enter the parts to
S£ which they belong, they again lay afide
$s their coats, and become expanded either
'** into a kind of thin membranula, or into

a foft pulp.

44 Now, upon confidering ift, that the
44 whole vafcular medulla of the brain goes
44 to the conftituting of the fibrillte of the
54 nerves; nay, is wholly continued into, and

ends in them,



et 2dly, That upon compreffion, tearing,
“ difperfion, putrefaction, See. of the me-
“ dulla of the brain, all the adtions ufed to
“ be perform’d by the nerves arifing thence,
“ are immediately abolifhed, even tho’ the
“ nerves continue entire and untouch’d.

“ gdly. That the Nerves themfelves are
“ every where found lax, pendulous, crooked
“ retrograde, and oblique, yet effeft motion
“ and fenfation almoft inftantanioufly.

“ 4thly. That when clofe bound or com-
ec prefs’d, tho’ in all other refpedts entire,
“ they lofe all their faculty in thofe Parts
cc between the Legature and the extremes to
“ which they tend, without loofing any in
“ thofe parts between the Legature and the
“ medulla of the brain, or cerebellum :it
“ evidently appears, that the nervous Hbrillas
“ do continually take up a humour or juice
“ from the medulla of the brain, and tranfmit
“ it by fo many diftinft canals to every point
“ of the whole body ; and by means hereof
“ alone perform all their functions in fen-



44 fatiort, mufcular motion, &c. Which hu-
-44 mour is what we popularly call animal
44 fpirits, or the nervous juice.

* e Nor does there appear any probability
“in that opinion maintain’d by fome, viz.
44 that the nerves perform all their addon
44 by the vibration of a tenfe fibrillaj which
44 is inconfiiient with the nature of a foft,
41 pulpous, flacid crooked, wavy nerve, and
44 with that nice diftindtnefs wherewith the
44 objedls of our fenfes are reprefented, and
44 mufcular motions performed.

44 Now, after the fame manner as the ar-
terial blood is perpetually carried into all

44 the parts of the body furnifh’d with thofc
44 vcflels ; fo we conceive a. juice prepar’d in
44 the cortex of the brain and cerebellum,
44 conveyed thence every moment thro’ the
44 nerves, to every point of the folid body.
44 The fmallnefs of the veiTels in the cortex,
44 as exhibited in Ruysch’s injections, which
44 yet are only arterious, and therefore in-
-44 credibly thicker than the lad emiiTary de-



ce rived thence, fhew how flender thefe hol-
ce low nervous ftamina muft be. But the
<£ great bulk of the brain compared with the
“ exceeding fmallnefs of each fibrilla, fhews,
cc that their number muft be great beyond
“ the limits of all imagination.

“ And again, the great quantity of juice
connantly brought hither, and violently

cc agitated, will occafion a conftant plenitude,
“ opennefs, and a£bion of thefe little canals.
“ But, as frefti juice is every moment pre-
<c pared, and the laft is continually protrud-
<c ing the former; as foon as it has done its
cc laft office, it feems to be driven out of the
“ laft filaments into the fmalleft lymphatic
<c venule, both about the glands and elfe-
“ where •, thence into the lymphatics fome-
<s what larger; and again from thefe to the
cc common lymphatic veffels with the valves
“ of veins, and at length into the veins and
<e the heart; and thus like the other juices oi
t£ the body, does it make its circuit round

the body.



“ Upon the whole, if we confider the
great bulk of the brain, cerebellum, me-

“ dulla oblongata, and medulla fpinalis, with
“ regard to the bulk of the reft of the folids
“ of the body*, the great number of nerves
“ diftributed hence throughout the whole
“ body; that the brain and carina, that is
“ the fpinal marrow, are the balls in an em-
“ bryo, whence, according to the great Mal-
“ pighi, the other parts are afterwards form’d;
“ and laftly, that there is fcarce any part of
“ a body but what feels or moves; it will
“ appear very probable, that all the folid
“ parts of the body are wove out of nervous
“ fibres, and confift wholly of them.

“ The antients only allow’d of feven pair,
“or conjugations of nerves, proceeding from
“ the brain; but the moderns, as before ob-
“ ferved, reckon ten, which are as follows :

“ Nerves of the brain, or cerebrum. OI-
“ factory nerves, par olfadtorium, or the ol-
“ fadtory pair, arifes in the fore part of the
“ brain, juft below the os frontis; thefe beino-

O



“ pretty thick near the os cribrofum, are
“ there call’d proceffus papillares, which Dr.
lc Drake takes to be a properer name in that
“ place, than that of nerves; they appearing
ts rather productions of the medulla oblon-
cc gata, whence the olfadory nerves arife,
cc than diftind nerves. As foon as they have
cc made their way through the os cribrofum,
Ci they are diftributed throughout the mem-
-6C branes of the nofe. Their ufe is in the
“ fenfation of fmelling.

<c Optic nerves, Thefe pafs the fkull thro*
£t two perforations in its bads, a little above
“ the fella equina, and are thence convey’d
ct to the tunics of the eye-, whereof the retina,
“ fuppofed to receive the objeds of vifion,
cs is an extenfion of the inner or medullary
“ part alone.

“ Nerves that move the eyes, oculorum
“ motorii, arife from the crura of the medulla
cc oblongata, near the annular protuberance ;

“ whence they march out between two
sc branches of the cervical artery; and palling



<c out ot the fkull at an irregular oblong hole,
“ immediately under the former, are fpent
cc on thofe mufcles of the eyes called attollent,
C{ depriment, adducent, and obligicus infe-
cc rior •, except fome fmall fibres fpent in the

mufcles of the upper palpebra,

Pathetic nerves arife behind the telles,
and palling out of the Ikull at the fame fora-

il men with the former pair, fpend themfelves
£t wholly on the trochlear mufcle.

cc Fifth pair of nerves, the largeft of all
Si thofe coming from the brain, has its ufe

as well as diftribution more extenfive; ferv-
-45 ing both for fenfe and motion, for touch
41 and tafte. It fends branches not only to
st the eyes, nofe, palate, tongue, teeth, and
<s moll parts of the mouth and face, but
“ alio to the breaft, lower venter, prascordia,

&c. by means of the intercoftals, which are
“ partly compofed of branches of this nerve ;

tc arifes a confent or fympathy between the
46 whence feveral parts of the body.



“ It arifes from the annular protuberance,
V near the procefifus cerebeili, and is at its
“ origin very large, but before its egrefs
4C from the dura mater is divided into two
w branches, each confifting of innumerable
et nervous fibres, whereofthofe of one branch
ee are pretty toiigh and firm ; the other foft
<e and lax. A little beyond the fella, it

forms a plexus call’d ganglioformis, near
w which each nerve is divided into an interior
£C and pofterior branch.

“ The anterior or fore branch, after a few
<c twigs fent to the dura mater, enters the re-
*e ceptacle on each fide the fidla; whence it
“ fends off1

one or two twigs to the intercofiai;
“ and as foon as it emerges thence, is ap-aino * o

fubdivided into three nearly equal branches.
“ The uppermoft pafiing the foramen lace-
cc rum into the orbit of the eye, is immedi-
u atcly fubdivided into three lefs branches;
<£ the firft of which, after fending twigs to
£c the tunica adnata, glandula lacrymalis, the
<c mufcles that draw up the nofe, and theor-
*s bicular mufcles, running over the mufeie



“ which draws up the upper eye-lid, is fpent
“ on the mufcles of the forehead, and the
46 common integuments of the fore part of
t{ the head.

“TnEfecond branch running under the
44 pathetics and motorii, is divided into two;
“ whereof the outer and fmaller fends off fe-
“ veral fibrillae into the fat that invelopes the
44 optic nerve and joining with others from
45 the third pair, forms a fort of plexus on
4C the trunk of the optic nerve-, whence
44 fibrillte are detach’d into the mufculus de-
-44 primens, adducens, and the tunica fclerotica.
4C The inner and bigger flip is fubdivided
44 into four twigs; the firft running over the
4£ optic nerve, enters the fclerotica, and is
44 fpent in that membrane. The fecond re-
-44 turning into the fkull by a peculiar per-
-41 fbration, pierces the dura mater, and,
u fometimes turning back again, paffes out
44 of the fkull through one of the holes of the
44 cribriforme, and is djflributed into the in-
-44 terior membrane of the nofe. The third
' 4 twig is fpent partly on the eye-lids and their



« orbicular mufcles, the external integument
“ of the nofe, and the mufcles which draw
“it upwards. The fourth is diftributed by
“ feveral twigs into the eye-lids and orbicular
tc mufcles. The third Hip of the upper
t£ branch is fpent on the glandula innominata
“ and tunica adnata.

£5 The lefs inferior branch, e’er it leave
“ the fkull, enters the orbit of the eye, and
“ running along the outfide of the mufculus
tc abducens, goes out again at a little perfora-
<c tion peculiar to it; after whiqh it divides
“ into feveral fibres, fome of which go to the
££ integuments of the cheeks; the reft to the
“ mufcles that raife the upper lip. As foon
£C as it quits the fkull at the third foramen, it
<c is fubdivided into three little branches, the
tc firft of which, after fome twigs beftowed on
“ the mafleter, the teguments of the face,
“ the gums, and upper teeth, enters a pe-
<£ culiar fmus of the bone, making the lower
“ part of the orbit, and goes out at a hole
<£ particular to it; after which it divides into
<£ feveral Hbrillas which go to the teguments



44 of the face, the upper lip, the mufcle that
“ draws the lower part of the nofe laterally,
44 and the inner mufcle of the nofe.

44 The fecond fmall branch running down-
-64 wards behind the du6b which go from the
44 nofe to the fauces, is divided into two; the
64 upper whereof is diftributed by many twigs
44 into the membrana pituitaria. The lower
44 palling a peculiar hole on the hind and
<c lateral part of the bone of the palate, is
“ diftributed into the fpongy fielh that lines
tc the palate, and the tough membrane that

covers it.

44 The third little branch is fpent on that
44 part of the membrana pituitaria that lines
44 the fauces upon the uvula and mufcles there-
-44 abouts, and upon the tonfils.

44 The greater or pofterior branch, after
44 fending a few twigs to the dura mater,
44 paftes the fkull through the fifth foramen ;

44 and having fent off fome twigs to the
44 buccinator, maffeter, and the mufcles of



<£ the lower jaw, is divided into three confl-
££ derabie branches.

££ The iirft: gaffes to the root of the tongue,
££ and thence proceeding forwards, fends fe-
£t veral branches to the maxilary glands. It
££ fends others along the inner fubftance of
tc the tongue, which end in capillaries at its
“ extremity, and joining every where with
££ the branches of the ninth pair, ferve both
tc the mufcles and papillary glands, and con-
“ tribute to the tafte, as well as the motion
<c of the tongue.

££ The fecond, or middle branch, after
££ diftributing a twig into the maxillary
“ glands, and the mufcles ftyloglofilis, and
££ mylogloffus, enters the hollow of the lower
£C jawr , along which it runs accompanied with
££ branches of the carotid arteries and little
££ veins, which return to the internal jugu-
t£ lars i and befides fending off a twig to
£t each tooth, with the membranes of the fore-
££ faid veffels, contributes to form a mem-
“ brane which lines the whole fmus. At the



4t fourth grinder it divides into two; the lei's
“ whereof runs to the joining of the jaw; the
“ bigger paffing out at a peculiar perfora-
“ tion, is divided into fevcral fibres, which
<c are difpofed into the mufcles of the lower
“ lip and chin.

“ The third, or exterior branch, is fpent on
“ the parotid glands. r .

“ Sixth pair of nerves, or the guftatorli,
“ rife from the medullary tradls of the cen-
tC trum ovale, below the annular procefs, and
“ proceeding forwards, enters the fame recep-
“ tacle, or finus of the fkull, on the fide of
“ the fella, as the fifth pair does; whence
“ fending off a twig to join thole of the fifth
u pair, in their paffage to the intercoftals, it
“ goes out of the fkull at the fame hole with
“ the motorii oculorum, and ends in the ab-
<c ducent mufcles of the eye ; fending withal
sc fome twigs to the tongue.

“ The feventh pair, or auditory nerves,
“ arifmg from the medullary tradt of the



4t fourth ventricle, and paffing out of the
“ fkull through a hole of the os petro-
“ fum, divides into two branches, or por-
“ tions, a hard and a foft one. The hard cn-
ct tering a little fmus in the upper part of the
“ bone that conftitutes the barrel of the earj
“ fends off a twig which diflributes itfelf into
“ the dura mater, except fome fmall twigs
“ which go to the membrane that lines the
“ ear, to the internal mufcles that line the
“ ear, and the fine membrane that clothes
“ the in fide of the cavity of the apophyfis
“ mamillaris. After this, the hard branch
“ fends off two other twigs, one to the eighth
tc pair, the other to the tympanum, whofe
c£ chord it forms*, whence creeping over the
cc malleolus, it goes out of the ear, and fends
ct a ramification to the tongue.

ce The fame hard branch, coming out of
“ the proceffus mamillaris, fends fome twigs
“ to the maffeter, and others to the glands
ct about the earj where it divides into two
“ other ramifications *, the interior bellowed
u on the glands, the cheek, and the upper



ii; ■, the reft on the lower palpebra, and
44 the external part of the face. The exterior
“ ramification, bellowing feme fibrillse on
44 the glands, out of which it iffues, divides
44 into two; the upper diftributed into the
44 quadratus and outer parts of the under lip j

44 the lower fpent on the integuments of the
44 fore and lateral part of the neck, lower jaw,
44 and the maftoidal mufcle.

44 The foft and larger portion of this pair
44 divides into three ramifications, the upper
“ whereof paftes a fmall foramen into the
“ concha, where expanding, it forms a fine
44 membrane, which lines its inner furface.
44 The fecond and third ramifications are alfo
44 fpent on the inner parts of the concha and
«« femicircular duels, which they furniili with
c< membranes, the immediate organs of hear-
44 ino*.iiJo;,

« Eighth pair of nerves, or the par va-

“ cram , forints from the medulla oblongata,
O 3 JL O

44 a little above the olivaria corpora, and
44 paftes out of the jfkull through tne fame



46 perforations with the lateral finufes of the
“ dura mater.

C£ This, in Its progrefs, is join’d by the
cc par accefforium, and a little further by a
4‘ twig of the hard part of the feventh pair,
ct and at the fecond vertebra of the neck by
“ the nerves that ifflie from the cervical mar-
“ row*, and detaches feveral twigs to the
“ mufcles of the larynx, gula, neck, &c.
“ particularly the ganglioform plexus, form’d
££ by its union with a branch of the inter-
<c coftal. Hence defeending to the thorax,
“ it makes another plexus under the clavicle,
<£ whence arifes the recurrent nerve on the
46 right fide, as on the left it has its rife from
“ the trunk of the nerve itfelf. The right
<c recurrent is reflected at the axillary artery,
“ the left at the defeending branch of the
“ aorta; each running afide the trachea, im-
“ part feme twigs to it; and terminate in
“ the mufcles of the larynx. Their ufe is in
41 the formation and modulation of the voice.



ic Against the origin of the aorta it fends
ct offa branch towards the heart, which di~
“ viding into two, the lefier twills about the
“ pulmonary vein; the bigger proceeds to
iC the pericardium, and heart, after having
tc fent off a twig, which, with others from
46 the intercoftals, make the plexes cardiacus
“ fuperior: proceeding ftill furthtr, it fends
“ out feveral ramifications, which, meeting
46 together, make the plexus pneumonicus,
“ whence arife fibres that conftringe thevefiels
“ and veficles of the lungs. In its pafiage
ce downwards, it difeributes feveral branches
“ to the oefophagus, along which it runs.

“ About the lower vertebrae of the neck,
* c the trunk divides into two branches, the
“ external and internal, communicating all
£t along by feveral ramifications, and at length
ct re-uniting. The reft of this pair joins' with
“ the intercoftais in the formation of feveral
“ plexufes in the lower venter, and in then}
*'* feems to terminate.



t£ Along with thefe, and wrapp’d up in
“ the fame coat from the dura mater, paffes
“ the accelfbry nerve, or par accefforium.
C£ It has its origin from the medulla contain’d
66 in the vertebrae of the neck. Soon after
££ its return out of the fkull, it leaves the
“par vagum again, and is diftributed into
“ the mufcles of the neck and fhoulders.

“ Intercostal nerves, confift of nervous
“ filaments derived partly from the brain,
“ viz. branches of the fifth and fixth pair;
“ and partly from the fpinal marrow, by
1C thofe branches they receive from the ver-
e< tebral nerves.

“ In each trunk of thefe nerves, e’er it
te arrives at the thorax, are two cervical plex-
tc ufes, the upper whereof receives a branch
“ from each trunk of the par vagum; the
t£ under fends out feveral ramifications to the
££ oefophagus and afperia arteria, and parti-
t£ cularly a large one to the recurrent nerve.
tc From the fame plexus defcend two other
“ ramifications to the cardiac plexus; which



<e are joined a little lower by a third, from
“ which the intercoftal nerve defcending to
££ the clavicles, divides into two, and embraces
<£ and conftringcs the fubclavian artery j

“ thence entering the thorax, it receives three
“ or four twigs from the upper vertebral
ec nerve, together with which it conftifiites
<£ the intercoftal plexus; and thence defcend-
“ ing along the Tides of the vertebrae, and
c£ receiving a nervous twig from each of them
“ to the os facrum, and entering the abdo-
<c men, it forms feveral confiderable pkx-
<s ufes, viz. the lienarcs hepalicus, the two

cc renales, mefentericus magnus, and two
c£ little ones in the pelvis.

<c Ninth pair of nerves, motorii lingua;,
e£ arife from the middle of the centrum ovale,
££ by three or four fmall twigs, and go out or

£t the fkull near the procefs of the occiput;
££ and fend their branches to the tongue.

££ They may be likewife call’d guftatorii, as
££ they contribute, together with the branches



ce of the fifth and fixth pair, to the feftfation
44 oftailing.

£c Tenth pair of nerves, arife by two or
4C three branches from the medulla oblongata,
<c juft below the corpora pyramidalia and oli-

-44 varia, or rather, at the beginning of the
44 medulla fpinalis; whence reflefting a little
“ backwards, it goes out of the ikull be-
-44 tween the firft vertebra of the neck, and
64 the procefs of the occiput.

44 It is fpent orl the external mufcles of the
44 head and ears.

“ Nerves from the fpinal marrow.

tc The fpinal nerves, (i. e. thofe fpringing
tc from the medulla after its egrefs out of the
cc Ikull, where it lays afide the name oblon-
<c gata, and aflumes that of fpinalis) are
tc thirty pair: of which fome are reckon’d
“ as belonging to the neck, as having their
ce origin thence, and call’d cervical nerves •

“ others to the dorfum, or back, and call’d



44 dorfal nerves j others to the loins, call’d
<c lumbal nerves, and the reft to the os fa-
t£ crum.

44 Cervical nerves. Of thefe there are
44 feven pair; the firft pair arife between the
44 firft and fecond vertebra of the neck, and,
<4 contrary to the reft, come out before and
44 behind; whereas the other fix pair come
44 out laterally from the juncturesof the ver-
-44 tebrae, thro’ particular perforations near
44 the tranfverfe procefles. They go to the
44 mufcles of the head and ear.

44 The fecond pair contributes the main
44 branch towards the formation of the dia-
-44 phragmatic nerves, which, according to
44 Vieussens, fpring only from the fourth
44 and fixth pair.

44 The three laft pair of the neck joining
44 with the two firft of the dorfum, or thorax,
44 make the brachial nerves.



cc All the cervical nerves fend innumer-
-4£ able branches to the mufcles, and other
fie parts of the head, neck, and ftioulders.

“ Dorsal nerves are in number twelve.
cc Thefe, excepting what the two upper pair
cc contribute to the brachial nerve, are ge-
(i nerally diftributed into the intercoftal and
cc abdominal mufcles, the pleura and exter-
“ nal parts of the thorax.

“ Lumbal nerves, are five pair; the firfi;
<c of which fends two branches to the lower
“ fide of the diaphragm. The fecond, fome
“ twigs to the genital parts, and others, as
“ well as the three following, to give the firfi:
“ roots to the crural nerves. The reft of the
<e branches of the lumbal nerves are diftri-
“ buted into the mufcles of the loins and
cc adjacent parts. Nerves of the os facrum,
iC are fix pair; the firft three or four pair
tc whereof are bellowed wholly on the crural
tc nerves; the reft on the mufcles of the anus,
“ vefica, and genital parts.



u Brachial nerves, are the offspring partly
of the cervicals, and partly of the dorfals.

“ Thefe, after the feveral branches whereof
sc they are compofed have been varioufly com-
t£ plicated and united, run but a little way
“ in a trunk ere they divide again into feveral
cc branches, varioufly diftributed into the mill-
“ cles of the fkin and arms.

iC Diaphragmatic nerves, are likewife the
“ offspring of the cervicals. Thefe, after
“ joining in a trunk, run through the medk
“ aftinum undivided, kill they arrive near
« the diaphragm, into which they fend off
“ feveral branches; fome into the mufcular,
“ others into the tendinous part of it.

“ Crural nerves, coniiff of an union of
fix or feven pair, viz. the three laft of the

“ lumbal, and three or four firft of the os

facrum. Thefe, after having fpent their
iC upper branches on the muffles of the thigh
“ and fkin, as far as the knee, proceed in a

trunk downwards, which fends its branches
ato the extremities of the toes, fnpplying as



l< it goes, the mufcles and fkin of the leg and
“ foot. This is the larged; and firmed; nerv-
“ ous trunk in the body.”

From this account of the nerves, the atten-

tive and candid reader may judge of the pro-
priety of my future remarks on hyfterical
and nervous complaints, complaints truly de-
plorable, and deferving the more attention,
as thofe unhappy people who are afflidled by
them, are often fuppofed to be only whimfical
and wayward, (becaufe they appear in other

refpeds tolerably well) yet are, as Dr. Cheyne

obferves, the molt miferable of all human
fieings. It was likewife remarked by another
learned and judicious phydcian, “ that he had
“ feen perfons labouring under the mod; ex-
“ quifite pains of the gout, Hone, cholic,
“ cancer, and all other diftempers that can
“ tear the human frame *, yet that he obferved
“ them all willing to prolong their wretched
“ lives, except fuch as luffered a conftant
“ anxiety of mind, meaning thofe afflifted

with nervous diforders.”



Doctor Purcell fays, in his treatife “ of
M vapours or hyfterical fits,” page 124 ;

“ Tho’ it fometimes happen, that the acci-
•e dents of this di(temper are fo violent as to
“ kill the patient j yet, generally fpeaking,
“ this difeafe is not mortal, however the ex-
cc traordinary difficulty we find in curing it,
“ make it be juflly termed the fcourge and
*£ reproach of phyficians.”

Doctor Cole, another very ingenious phy-
fician, in a letter to the great Sydenham,
which he wrote in order to prevail on him to

publifh his hiftory of hyfterical di(orders,
fays, t4 Having learnt that you have fome
tc curious remarks on hyfterical diforders,
“ (which as they have exercifed and fatigued
<£ the minds of the ableft phyficians of all
“ages, foalas! do they often withftand the
“ methods of cure delivered, and demonftrate
“ how unfafe it is to truft to our reafon in
ic philofophical matters, except in fuch things
u as fall under the notice and teftimony of
ct our fenfes,) you muft give me leave to fay,



st that you will doubtlefs greatly oblige both,
“ the prefent age and pofterity, by publifc-
“ ing your fentiments of them.”

In confequence of this letter, and from the
moft benevolent motives, the amiable Syden-

ham obliged the world with the following
hiftory of hyfterical diforders. If it Ihould
be afked why I gave this inftead of my own,

it is becaufe I cannot give fo good a one; a
reafon which I hope will be fufficiently fatif-
fadlory to every perfon who reads with a view
to acquire ufeful knowledge.

c< I proceed now, in compliance with your
“ requeft, to communicate the obfervations
“ I have hitherto made concerning hyfteric dif-
tc orders; which I own are neither fo eafily
tc difcoverable, nor fo readily curable as other
“ difeafes. However, I will endeavour to
“ acquit myfelf herein to the beft of my abi-
<c lity, and with that brevity the Compafs of
<c a letter requires; which in reality I am
“ obliged to on account of my ill health,
tl particularly at this feafon of the year, when



tc too intenfe application would immediately
bring on a fit of the gout. For this reafon

<c I fhall avoid prolixity, and proceed agree-
“ ably to my ufual method, to give a fliort
<c hiftory of the difeafe, according to its ge-
“ nuine natural phenomena ; which I for-
ec merly learnt rather from my own experi-
<c ence than from reading.

ct It fhould feem that no chronic difeafe
tc occurs fo frequently as this; and that, as

fevers with their attendants conflitute two
“ thirds of the difeafes to which mankind are
cc liable, upon comparing them with the
“ whole tribe of chronic difcempers, fo hyf-
“ teric difordcrs, or at lead fuch as are fo
“ called, make up half the remaining third
cc part, that is, they conflitute one moiety of
6t chronic diflempers. For few women (which
u fex makes one half of the grov/n perfons)
u excepting fuch as work and fare hardly,
“ are quite free from every fpecies of this dif-
“ order, and feveral men alfo, who lead a
ce fedentary life, and ftudy hard, are afflifred

with the fame. And tho’ the fymptoms



Ci arifmg from hyfteric difeafes, were, by the
« antients, fuppofed to proceed from fome
c< diforder in the womb ; yet upon comparing

<c hypochondriac complaints, which we judge
te to arife from obftruclions of the fpleen and
cc other vifcera, with thofe fymptoms which
“ feize hyfteric women, we find a great
“ fimilitude between them. But it muft be
“ owned that women are oftner attacked with
“ thefe diforders than men*, not indeed be-
“ caufe the womb is more indifpofed than
te any other part of the body, but for reafons
“ hereafter to be explained.

tc This dlfeafe is not more remarkable
tc for its frequency, than for the numerous
tc forms under which it appears, refembling
“ moft of the diftempers wherewith mankind
“ are afflidled. For in whatever part of the
ce body it be feated, it immediately produces
<c fuch fymptoms as are peculiar thereto; fo
“ that unlefs the phyfician be a perfon of
tc judgment and penetration, he will be mif-
“ taken, and fuppofe fuch fymptoms to arife
<# from fome effential difeafe of this or that



“ particular part, and not from the hyfteric
“ paffion.

48 To exemplify this remark. Sometimes
“it attacks the head, and caufes an apo-
“ plexy, which alfo terminates in an he-
tc miplegia, exactly refembling that kind of
tc apoplexy, which proves fatal to fomc aged
“ and corpulent perfons, and arifes from an
“ obflrudion and compreflion of the nerves,
<c occafioned by a copious phlegm contained
“in the cortical part of the brain. But the
“ apoplexy in hyfteric women feems to pro-
tc ceed from a very different caufe; for it
“ feizes them frequently after a difficult de-
“ livery, attended with a great lofs of blood,
“ or proceeds from fome violent commotion
s< ©f mind.

<c Sometimes it caufes terrible convul-
“ fions, much like the epilepfy, along
“ with a rifmg of the abdomen and vifcera
<c towards the throat, and fuch fcrong con-
<4 vulfive motions that tho* the patient be
“ otherwife rather weak, ffie can fcarce be



“ held by the attendants, and (he talks wildly
“ and unintelligibly, and beats her bread.
“ This fpecies of the difeafe, which is com-
<e monly entitled the ftrangulation of the
“ womb, or firs of the mother, happens
“ mod frequently to fuch women as are of

a very fanguine and robud conditution.

“ Sometimes this difeafe attacks the ex-
<c ternal part of the head, between the peri-
“ cranium and the cranium, and occafions
“ violent pain, which continues fixed in one
“ place, not exceeding the breadth of the
tc thumb, and it is likewife accompanied with
“ very violent vomiting. I call this fpecies
“ the clavus hyftericus, which chiefly affefts
tc fuch as have the green-ficknefs.

“ Sometimes it feizes the vital parts,
“ and caufes fo violent a palpitation of the
tc heart, that the patient is perfu.aded thofc
“ about her muft needs hear the heart ftrike
“ againft the ribs. Slender and weakly wo-
“ men that feem confumptive, and girls that



44 have the green-ficknefs, are chiefly fubjedt
44 to this fpecies.

44 Sometimes it affedh the lungs, cauf-
-46 ing an almoft perpetual dry cough; and
44 tho’ it does not fliake the breafl; fo vio-

-44 lently, yet the fits are more frequent, and
44 the patient’s fenfes are alfo difordered. But
44 this fpecies of the hyfleric cough is very
44 rare, and chiefly happens to women of a
44 phlegmatic conftitution.

tc Sometimes attacking the parts beneath
tc the fcrobiculum-cordis in a violent man-
“ ner, it occafions extreme pain, like the
44 iliac paflion, and is attended with a copious
44 vomiting of a certain green matter, nearly
44 refembling what is ufually called porrace-
-44 ous bile, and fometimes the matter is of an
44 uncommon color. And frequently after the
44 pain and vomiting have continued feveral
44 days, and greatly debilitated the patient,
44 the fit is at length terminated by an uni-
-14 verfal jaundice. Moreover the patient is



i% fo highly terrified, as to defpair of reco-
-44 vering; and, as far as I have obferved,
44 this dejedion, or defpondency, as certainly
44 accompanies this fpecies of the hyfteric
44 paflion, as either the pains or vomiting
44 above-mentioned. This kind chiefly attacks
44 women of a lax texture of body, or thole
44 who have fuffered greatly by being delivered
44 of large children.

44 Sometimes this difeafe fcizes one of
44 the kidneys, where, by the violent pain
44 it occafions, it entirely refembles a fit ofthe
44 ftone, not only with refped to the kind of
44 pain and the part affeded, but likewife by
44 the violent vomiting wherewith it is accom-
-44 panied, and the pain’s extending through

the whole dud of the ureter: fo that it is

44 hard to diftinguifli whether the fymptoms
44 arife from the ftone or an hyfteric diforder :

44 unlefs, perhaps, the woman’s fpirit having
44 been dcprefs’d by fomc misfortune, a little
44 before the diforder came on, or the difcharge
44 of green matter by vomit, fhould fhew
44 that the fymptoms are rather to be afcribed



“toan hy fleeric diforder than the flone. The
Cft bladder alfo is occafionally afiedted with
ct this delufory fymptom, which not only
<s caufes pain, but a fuppreflion of urine, as
#c if there was a Hone, tho* there is none.
44 This lafb fpecies rarely happens, but the
44 former more frequently. Both are accuf-
-41 tomed to attack luch women as are greatly
44 debilitated by frequent hylleric fits, and in
44 a bad ftate ofhealth.

64 Sometimes feizing the ftomach, it caufes
C! continual vomiting; and fometimes fix-
-44 ing in the inteftines, occafions a purging;
“ but both thefe lymptoms are without pain,
44 tho’ the above-mentioned green humor fre-
-44 quently appears in both. Such alfo as
44 have been weakened by frequent hyfteric
44 fits, are chiefly fubjedl to both thefe fpe-
-44 cies.

“ Moreover as this difeafe affedls
44 moft of the internal parts, fo likewife it

fometimes attacks the external parts, and
H mufcular flefii, fometimes caufing pain.



68 and fometimes a tumor in the fauces,
“ fhoulders, hands, thighs, and legs, in which
“ kind the fwelling which diftends the legs,
“is moft remarkable. For whereas in drop-
“ fical fwellings thefe two particulars may
“ always be obferved, namely, ( i) they in-
te creafe towards night, and (2) pit for fome
“ time after being prelfed by the finger 5
“ in this tumor the fwelling is largeft in the
“ morning, and does not yield to the finger, or
“ leave any mark behind it, and it generally
“ only fwells one of the legs. In other re-
“ fpefts, if the magnitude and furface of it
“ be obferved, it differs fo little from drop-
“ fical tumors, that the patient can fcarce be
<£ perfuaded to think it otherwife.

te The teeth alfo (which one would fcarce
<e believe) are fubjed to this difeafe, tho*
lt free from the leaft cavity, and manifeft
“ defluxion that might caufe pain, which
“ neverthelefs is not at all milder, of fhorter

continuance, or more eafily curable. But
“ the pains and fwellings that affeft the exter-
“ nal parts, chiefly happen to fuch women



•* as are almoft worn out by the long contr-
“ nuance and violence of hyfteric fits.

“ But the moft frequent of all the tor-

menting fymptoms of this difeafe, is a
cc pain of the back, which generally accom-
“ panics even the flighted; degree of it. The
tc above-mentioned pains likewife have this
u effect in common, that the part they affe6t
“ cannot bear the touch after they are gone
“ off, but remains tender and painful, as if
“ it had been feverely beaten j but this ten-
« dernefs wears off by degrees.

“ It is likewife well worth noting, that
cc all thefe fymptoms are preceded by a re-
tc markable coldnefs of the external parts,
“ which feldom goes off, before the fit
ct ceafes. And I have obferved, that this
ce coldnefs refembles that which is perceived
“ in dead bodies, thepulfe, notwithstanding,
“ continuing regular. Whereto may be added,
“ that moft of the hyfteric women that I have
tc hitherto treated, have complained of a lovv-
“ nefs, and (to ufe their expreffton) a finking



44 of the fpirits; which, by their pointing
44 to the region of the lungs, to ftiew the part
44 affedled* feemed to be feated there. Laftly,
44 it is generally known, that hyfteric women
44 fometimes laugh, and fometimes cry, ex~
44 ceffivdy, without the leaft apparent pro-
-44 vocation.

44 But amongft the fymptoms accompa-
-44 nying this difeafe, the moll peculiar and
46 general one is the making great quantities
44 of urine as clear as rock water; which,
44 upon diligent enquiry, I find to be the
44 diftinguifhing fign of thofe diforders which
“ we call hypochondriac in men, and hyfteric
tc in women, and I have fometimes obferved
64 in men, that foon after having made urine
44 of an amber color, being fuddenly feized
44 with fome extraordinary difturbance of
4 * mind, they have made a large quantity of
44 clear water, with a continued violent ftream,
44 and remained indifpofed ’till the urine came
“to its former color, when the fit went
44 off.



* c Moreover, in hyfleric and hypochon-
“ driac fubjedls, when the difeafe has been
cc of long {landing, they have fetid, and
“ fometimes highly acid emulations, after
tc eating, tho’ they eat moderately, accord-
“ ing to the appetite, the digeftive faculty
“ being greatly impaired, and the juices vi-
u dated.

<c But their unhappinefs does not only
<£ proceed from a great indifpofition of body,
44 for the mind is Hill more difordered; it be-
t£ ing the nature of this difeafe to be attended
66 with an incurable defpair; fo that they
“ cannot bear with patience to be told that
ct there is any hope at all of their recovery,
“ eafily imagining that they are liable to all

the miferies that can befal mankind; and
prefaging the worft evils to themfelves.

u Upon the lead occafion alfo they indulge
“ terror, anger, jealoufy, difcrud, and other
44 hateful pafhons, and abhor joy and hope,
u and chearfulnefs, which, if they accident-

ally arife, as they feldom do, quickly fly
44 away, and yet difturb the mind as much as



44 the depreffing paffions do ; To that they ob-
-44 ferve no mean in any thing, and are con-
-44 ftant only to inconftancy. They love the
44 fame perfons extravagantly at one time, and
44 and foon after hate them without a caufe;
44 this inftant they propofe doing one thing,
44 and the next change their mind, and enter
44 upon fomething contrary to it, but without
44 Hnifhing it*, fo unfettled is their mind, that
44 they are never at reft. What the Roman
tc orators affert of the fuperftitious, agrees
44 exactly with thefe melancholic perfons.
44 Sleep feems to be a relief from labor and
44 inquietude, but from this many cares and
44 fears arife; their dreams being ever accom-
-44 panied with the reprefentations of funerals
44 and apparitions of their departed friends,
44 and fo much are they diftempered in body
44 and mind, that it feems as if this life were
4< a purgatory, to expiate offences committed
“in a pre-exiftent ftate. Nor is this the
*4 cafe only in furious maniacs, but even in
44 thofe, who, excepting thefe violent paffions,
44 are judicious perfons, and for pofoundnefs
44 of thought, and folidity of fpeech, greatly



44 excel thofe whofe minds were never dif-
-44 turbed by thefe tormenting thoughts. So
44 that the obfervation of Aristotle is juft,
44 who afferts that melancholy perfons are the
fC moft ingenious.

44 But this very dreadful ftate of mind,
44 which I have mentioned above, only at-
-44 tacks fuch as have been much and long
44 afflidled with this difeafe, and are at length
44 overcome thereby ; efpecially if misfor-
-44 tunes, grief, care, hard ftudy, and the like,
44 along with an ill habit of body, have con-
-44 tributed thereto.

44 It would take up too much time to
44 enumerate all the fymptoms belonging to
54 hyfteric difeafes; fo much do they vary and
44 differ from each other. Nor do they only
44 differ fo greatly, but are fo irregular like-
-41 wife, that they cannot be comprehended
44 under any uniform appearance, as is ufual
44 in other difeafes; but are a kind of difor-
iC derly train of fymptoms, fo that it is a



“ difficult talk to write the hillory of this
* c difeafe.

66 The procatarflic, or external caufes
“ thereof are either violent motions of the
“ body, or, more frequently, fome great
“ commotion of mind, occafioned by fome
“ fudden fit, either of anger, grief, terror,

■ c or the like paffions, Upon this account,
“ whenever I am confulted by women con-
te cerning any particular diforder, which can-
“ not be accounted for on the common prin-
“ ciples of inveftigating difeafes, I always en-
“ quire, whether they are not chiefly attacked
“ with it after fretting, or any difcurbance
“of mindj and if they acknowledge this, I.
“ am well allured that the difeafe is to be
“ afcribed to the tribe of diforders under
“ confideration, efpecially if the diagnollic
“ appears more evident by a copious evacu-
“ ation of pale urine at certain times. But

to thefe dillurbances of mind, which are
“ the ufual caufes of this difeafe, mull be
“ added, emptinefs of the ftomach, from

long falling, on immoderate evacutions,



c< whether by bleeding too profufely, or giv-
<£ ing too ftrong a vomit or purge.

<£ Having now given a full defcription of
“ this difeafe, according to its common fymp-
“ toms, we are next to confider, the internal
££ efficient caufes thereof, fo far as thefe can
££ be difcovered from all the circumftances
t£ which we have defcribed, taken together:
c£ and, in my opinion, diforders, which we
cc term hyfteric in women, and hypochondriac
f£ in men, arife from irregular motions of the
S£ animal fpirits, whence they are hurried with
4£ violence, and too copiouflyto a particular
s£ part, occafioning convulfions and pain,
££ when they exert their force upon parts of
“ delicate fcnfation,; and deftroying the func-
£t tions of the refpe£live organs which they
‘ £ enter into, and of thofc alio whence they
s; came j both being highly injur’d by this
££ unequal diftribution, which quite perverts
“ the ceconomy of nature.

u The origin and antecedent caufe of thefe
u irregular motions of the fpirits, proceed



Sc from the weaknefs of their texture, whether
“ it be natural or adventitious, whence they
t£ are eafily dlffipable upon the leaft accident,
“ and their office perverted. For as the body
“ is compofed of parts which are manifeft to
<c the fenfes, fo doubtlefs the mind confifts
“ in a regular frame or make of the fpirits,
te which is the objedl of reafon only. And
“ this being fo intimately united with the tem-

perament of the body, is more or lefs dif-
“ ordered, according as the conftituent parts
“ thereof, given us by nature, are more or
“ lefs firm. Hence women are more fre-
<6 quently affected with this difeafe than men,
tc becaufe kind nature has given them a finer
“ and more delicate conflitution of body.

“ But that the irregular motion of the
cc fpirits is the caufe of this difeafe, is fully
“ manifeft from the fymptoms juft enumer-
C£ ated; I will only mention the principal,
“ beginning with that remarkable one, the
tc ftrangulation of the womb, or fits of the
“ mother. In this cafe the fpirits being copi-
“ O'UQy collected in the lower belly, and rufh-



44 ing with violence to the fauces, occafion
44 convulfions in all the parts through which
44 they pafs, puffing up the belly like a ball j

44 which however is only a kind of convolu-
-44 tion of the convoked parts, that cannot be
44 fupprefs’d without ufing violent means.
44 The external parts of the fieffi, in the mean
44 time, being in great meafure deftitute of
44 fpirits, which are carried another way,
44 frequently become fo cold, both in this
44 and all the other kinds of hyfteric diforders,
44 that dead bodies are not colder, whilft the
44 pulfe remains in its natural ftate-, this fymp-
-44 tom however is not dangerous, unlefs it be
44 owing to fome preceding exceffive evacii-
-44 ation.

The fame may be faid of that violent kind
44 of this diforder, which in outward appear-
-44 ance refembles the bilious colic, or iliac
44 paffion, wherein the patient is afflicted with
44 a very violent pain, in the parts contiguous
44 to the fcrobicnlum cordis, along with a
44 copious difcharge of green matter, by vo-
e * mit; which fymptoms proceed only from



ts a forcible impulfe of the fpirits jftagnating
44 in thofe parts, occafioning the pain, con-
-44 vulfion, and lofs of their functions.

For it is not immediately to be concluded,
44 becaufe the difcharges upwards and dowm
“ wards, in this diforder, are fomctimes green,
44 that it is feated in the fluids, or that the
44 violent pain proceeds from the acrimony of
44 fome humor vellicating the parts to which
44 it adheres, which for this reafon we fliould
44 efteem the caufe of the difeafe, and there-
“forejudge that it ought to be thoroughly
44 expelled by emetics and cathartics. For it
44 appears that the ficknefs, which feizes thofe
44 who go to fea, occafloned by the agitation
44 of the animal fpirits from the motion of the
44 lhip, is attended in healthy fubjefls with ;a

44 vomiting of green matter, tho* -but half
O D

44 an hour before no fuch bile, as we term

44 porracious, exifted in the body. Again,
44 do not children in convulflve fits, in which
44 the animal fpirits are principally difordered,
44 evacuate a matter of the fame color upwards
44 and downwards ? Whereto muft be fub-



4* joined, what is manifeft from daily expen-
-44 ence, viz. that tho’ fuch women and chil-
44 dren fhould be thoroughly emptied by
46 repeated purging, yet the greennefs would

ftill appear in the difcharges upwards and
44 downwards. Moreover the green matter
44 encreafes upon the frequent ufe either of
44 emetics or cathartics j becaufe both thefe
44 evacuations caufe a greater difturbance of
44 the animal fpirits-, which, I cannnot tell
44 how, quite deftroys the ferment of thofe
“ parts, or by the violence of the convulfions,
44 forces fome juice of a ftrange nature into
« the ftomach and inteftines, which has the
44 property of tinging the juices with this
44 color. The chymills, indeed, tho’ they
44 cannot furnifn us with better remedies,
49 than may be obtained from pharmacy, are,
44 however, able to gratify our curiohty, by
44 exhibiting two equally clear tranfparent
44 liquors, which upon mixture immediately
44 become of fome deep color, as if there was

44 conjuration in the cafe. But, in reality,
<4 the confideration of colors is fo infignificant
44 and variable, that no certainty can be had



“ from them, with refped to the nature ofthole
“ bodies wherein they appear: for it does not
“ more necelfarily follow, that whatever is of
“ a green color is acrid, than that all acrid
“ things are green. Upon the whole ’tis ap-
“ parent, that the violent pain which aimed
“ deftroys fach as are feized with the hyfteric
“ colic, and the evacuation of the green mat-
“ ter, proceeds entirely from the violent
“ rulhing of the fpirits to the parts beneath
“ the fcorbiculum cordis, and contrading
“ them by convulfions.

“To this irregular motion of the fpirits
“ the clavus hyftericus is to be afcribed, in
“ which all the fpirits are colleded in a cer-
“ tain point of the pericranium, occafioning
“ fuch a kind of pain, as if a nail were driven
“ into the head, and attended with a copi-

ous difcharge of green matter by vomit.
u And this contradion of all the fpirits, into
“ a kind of point, differs little from the col-
cc ledion of the rays of the fun by a burning
“ glafs; for as thefe burn by their united

■ 5 force, fo thofe for the fame reafon caufe a



ct pain, by tearing the membranes with united
44 violence.

44 And from the fame inordinate motion of
44 the fpirits, which difturbs the mixture of
44 the blood, arifes the voiding of a copious
44 clear urine; which is a frequent fymptom
44 in hyileric and hypochondriac diforders;
44 for when the due circulation of the blood is
44 often diflurbed, the ferum is hurried to the
44 urinary paflages before it has remained long
44 enough in the body, to be impregnated
44 with thofe faline particles that render it of
44 a ftraw color. We have frequent inftances
44 of this, in thofe who drink too freely, efpe-
-44 dally of thin and attenuating liquors, whofe
44 urine immediately becomes rranfparent there-

44 upon: in which cafe the blood being flock’d
44 with an over proportion of ferum, which it
44 cannot retain, difeharges it quite clear, and
44 not yet colored by the juices, by reafon of
44 its too fhort flay in the body.

44 Three years fince a nobleman fent for
44 me, who feemed to be affl idled with an



hypochondriac colic, differing little from
v‘ an iliac paffion, attended with pain, and
64 immoderate vomitings, which he had long

O J o
<c labored under, fo that he was in a manner
cc worn out, During the whole courfe of
“ the difeafe, whenever he was word, I ob-
■“ ferved that he always voided a clear color-
“ lefs urine, but upon the abatement of the
“ diforder, it inclined to its natural draw
“ color, Viliting him one day, I found his
“ urine that was made at three feveral times,
“ and kept apart, of a draw color, and he
tc was very chearful, had an appetite, and
“ thought of eating fomething of eafy digef-
<c tionj but fome perfon coming in tliat infant,

and putting him into a violent pafficn, he
“ immediately thereupon made a large quan-
a tity of very clear water.

« Possibly the (pitting, which is fo common

« a fymptom in hyderic fubje&s, arifes from
64 the fpirits, difturbing the mixture of the
14 blood : they fpit a thin faliva tor many
44 weeks, as if it were produced by mercurial
** imfcion *, for during this commotion of the



44 blood, which renders it unfit to perform
44 the excretions in the natural way, the ferum

accidentally taking this contrary courfe, is
44 not difcharged by the kidneys according
44 to the laws of nature, but derived to the
44 glands from the extremities of the arteries,
44 and empties itfelf by the falival dufts in
“ the form of faliva. The fame may be faid
£! of thole profufe night fweats, which fome-
-44 times feize hyfteric women, and proceed
“ only from the ill ftate of the ferum of the
44 blood, which difpofes it to be thrown on
44 the habit, from the irregular motion of the
44 blood juft mentioned.

44 It is manifcft alfo that the coldnefa
r< of the external parts, which often happens
44 in hyfteric diforders, arifes from the fpirits
44 forfaking their ftation, and crowding too
44 much to fome particular part *, and doubt-
-44 lefs both the crying and laughing fits, which
44 frequently affedt hyfteric women without
44 any provocation, are caufed by the violent
4: aftlon of the animal fpirits upon the organs
;
; which perform thefe animal functions.



“ And, by the way, I mull obferve that
“ men are fometimes fubjedl to fuch crying
“ fits, tho* rarely. I was called not long
u fince to an ingenious gentleman, who had
“ recovered of a fever but a few days be-
tc fore he employed another phylician, who
“ had blooded and purged him thrice, and
“ forbid him the ufe of flefh. When I came
“ and found him up, and heard him talk
“ fenfibly on fome fubjefls, I alked why I
“ was fent for-, to which one of his friends
“ replied, if I would have a little patience I
t£ Ihould be fatisfed. Accordingly fitting
“ down, and entering into difeourfe with the
“ patient, I immediately perceived that his
“ under lip was thruft outward, and in fre-
“ quent motion (as it happens to fretful chib
“ dren, who pout before they cry) which was
cc fucceeded by the moll violent fit of crying
“ I had ever feen, attended with deep and
“ almoft convulfive fighs; but it foon went
tc off. I conceived that this diforder proceeded

from an irregular motion of the fpirits,
cc occafioned in part by the long continuance
<c of the difeafe, and partly by the evacuations



*£ that were required in order to the cure;
££ partly alfo by empanels, and the abftinence

from flelh, which the phyfician had or-
dered to be continued for fome days after

“ his recovery to prevent a relapfe. I main-
tc tained that he was in no danger of a fever,
cc and that his diforder proceeded wholly from
“ empunefs; and therefore ordered him a
4C roaft chicken for dinner, and advifed him
£C to drink wine moderately at his meals
“ which being complied with, and he conti -

C£ nuing to eat flelh fparingly, his diforder left
sf him.

“To conclude (not to mention the other
cc concomitant fyrnptoms of this difeafe) the
“ difturbance and variable indifpofition ofbody
££ and mind, which prevail in hyfteric and hypo-
cc chondriac fubje&s, arife from the fame in-
ct ordinate motion of the fpirits: for fuch
cc perfons not having that flannels of fpirits
t£ which the robufl, and thofe who never want
t£ vigorous fpirits, always pofleis, cannot bear
s£ misfortunes, but being foon moved by paf-
t£ fion or pain, are as much affefted as thofe



tc whole minds are originally weak, or ren-
“ dered fo by a long train of diforders, or
<c their long continuance. For the drength
“ and deadinefs of the mind, during its
“ union with the body, chiefly depends on
“ the firmnefs of the fpirits which are fubfer-
“ vient thereto; which are in reality compofed
“ of the fined particles of matter, and border
“ upon immaterial or fpiritual beings. And
“ as the frame of the mind, if I may ufe the
“ exprefllon, is more curious and artful than
“ the drudure of the body-, as confiding in
<c an harmony of the mod excellent, and al-
“ mod divine faculties -, fo if the conditution
“ be any way difordered, the evil mud be fo
“ much the greater, the more excellent and
“ delicate the workmanfhip was, whild it ra-
“ mained entire. And this indeed is the cafe
“ of thofe miferable dejefted perfons we have
“ defcribed, which the pofitive command of
“ the provided Stoic would not fooner relieve,
“ than the tooth-ach would be prevented by
“ a perfon’s firmly refolving not to differ his
“ teeth to ach.



“ I conceive now that it is fufficiently
t{ manifefl that all the kinds of this difeafe
“ are to be afcribed to a diforder of the ani-
“ inal fpirits ; and not to the afcent of ma-
“ lignant vapours from the corrupted femen,
“ or menflruous blood, to the parts affected,
tl as fomc authors have afferted-, or, as others

affirm, to a latent depravity of the juices,
“or a collection of acrid humours. For that
c‘ the caufe of this difeafe does not lie con-
Ci cealed in any morbific matter, appears evi-
“ dent from this fingle inftance: if a {lender

weak woman, otherwife ufually healthy,
“ happens by miftake to be debilitated and
w exhaufted by a ftrong vomit or purgative,
“ £he will infallibly be feized with fome one
ct of the concomitant fymptoms of this dif-
“ cafe; which would rather have been carried

off than occafioned thereby, if the caufe
<£ thereof had been contained in an humor.
V The fame may be faid of too great a lofs of
ce blood, whether it be taken away by bleed-

ing, flow immoderately after delivery, or be
t£ diminilhed by inanition and too long abffii-
“ nence from flefln- all which would rather be



44 preventive than productive of hyileric dif-
“ eafes, if the caufe thereof were included in
44 fome kind of matter ■, whereas, on the con-
-44 trary, they are never more certainly occa-
cc honed than by thefe evacuations.

44 But tho* it abundantly appears, that the
u original caufe of this difeafe is not feated
44 in the fluid j it mull ncvcrthclefs be owned,
44 which indeed is fact, that the irregular mo-
-44 tion of the fpirits, whence it proceeds,
cc generates putrid humors in the body •, be-
-44 caufe the function both of thofe parts
44 which fuffer from the violent action of the
44 fpirits upon them, and thofe which are de-
-44 prived thereof, are quite deftroyed. And
“ molt of thefe being a kind of feparatory
44 organs or drainers, defigned for the recep-

-44 tion of the cxcrementitious parts of the
44 blood, it follows that if their functions be
44 any way injured, abundance of the impu-
-44 rides mull needs be collected in the bodies,
44 which had been expelled, and confequently
45 the whole mals of blood rendered more

pdte, provided every organ had done its



ct office, which would not have been wanting,
“ if each had received its proper fupply of
cc fpirits. To this caufe I afcribe remarkable
“ cachexies, Ids of appetite, and the green-

ficknefs in young women (which latter is
<c doubtlefs a fpecies of hyfteric diforders)
ii and all the numerous evils which trouble
“ thofe who have been long afflided with this
“ difeafe; for ail thefe proceed from corrupt

juices collected in the blood, and derived
“• thence to various organs. Of this kind is
“ a dropfy of the womb in women who have
cc long labored under hyfteric diforders, pro-
« ceeding from a translation of vitiated juices
“ from the blood to thefe organs; which
41 impairs their fundlions, whence they ftrft

become fterile, and the tone of the parts is
“ quite deftroyed; and afterwards fanies and

ferum are generated, which not only diftend
c -' the ovaries and ova confiderably, but in-

finuating themfelves into the interftiecs of
“ the teguments, greatly fwell them, as ap-
u pears upon differing the bodies of ftich as
(( perifh by this difeafe. In the mean time
vC the hyfteric difpofition is the primary caufe



€t of thefe and other fimilar humors, tho’
“ they are not of the fame kind with it.

“ In the fame manner in a quartan, where-
“ with a perfon in perfedl health may be
<c feized, by refiding two or three days in
tc moift and marlhy places-, fome fpirituous
“ venom of this difeafe is firfl communicated
“ to the blood, which remaining a confider-
“ able time, and the animal oeconomy being
“ at length injured, taints all the juices of
“ the body, and quite alters their nature;

whence the patient, efpecially if he be in
“ the decline of life, is difpofed to cachexies
“ and other diforders, which fucceed inveter-
“ ate intermittents. And yet thefe intermit-
“ tents are not to be cured by thofe remedies
tc which are adapted to purge off fuch hu-

mours, but by fuch fpecihcs as are imme-
“ diately curative of thefe diforders.”

If the reader is defirous of confulting other
authors, give me leave to refer him to Dodlors
Whytt, Bayne, and Purcell, who have
all written on this fubject.



It is much to be lamented 'that Sydenham,

who has given us fo excell nt a hiftory of thefe
diforders, has accounted for them fo little to

the fatisfadion of an inq'uifitive mind. His
want of a clear conception of them, was pro-
bably the caufe of his ill fuccefs in attempting
to relieve them, and the likely .means of mi f-
leading other praditioners; as we are amaz-

ingly prejudiced in favor of this or that fyfcem,
as it is more or lefs countenanced and adopted
by men of eminence and diilinguifhed cha-
rade rs. What numberlefs misfortunes have
arifen from this fource, to the difgrace of
medicine ? Flow notorioufly has this been the
cafe with refped to the gout, from an opinion
that it was caufed by an acidity in the blood ?

This pernicious error has maintained itfelf for

two thoufand years, to the injury and fcandal
of phyfic*, fnpported by the authority of men
of underftanding, reafon, andfcience: ftrange f
but true! Nor Is it to be wondered at that fo

little relief has been adminiftered to gouty-

patients whilil the generating caufe of the dif-
eafe was fo totally mifapprehended. The re-

cognition of that prevailing error relative to



an acidity in the blood, gives me an agreeable
opportunity of mentioning Dr. Macbride,
who has, in a very ingenious book (titled/
tc Experimental Efiays on Medical and Philo-
“ fophical Subjects,” which I beg leave to

recommend to the attention of. my readers)
proved that every thing acid, taken into the
ftomach, foon loofes its manifeft quality there;
confequently that it can never get into the
blood : this reafon alone is conclufive. 1 have
juftmentioned thefe circumftances to fhew, how
necefiary it is to inveftigate the caufe of dif-
eafes, without which we cannot rationally ex-

pert to cure them. Suppofe a patient afflidled
with complaints ariftng from a want of bile,
(which, tho’ not common, yet fometimes hap-
pen) and he is treated as one who abounds with
it, what will be the confequence ? why it is very
probable he lofes his life. This nearly hap-
pened to a very worthy man of my acquaint-
ance i his conftitution was under the misfor-
tune of not generating a proper quantity of
bile, and his complexion having turned yel-
lowifti, it was concluded he abounded with
bile, and he was treated accordingly; he how-



ever at lad, happily confulted a phyfician who
was blelfed with a quick difcernment; in
confequence of which he foon difcovered this
gentleman’s cafe, and therefore prefently re-
lieved him.

It is indeed well worthy of notice, that
bilious cafes arife from oppofite caufes, yet
die Ikin turns yellow in both inftances: this
appearance has milled many a practitioner
(as it did in the above-mentioned cafe) and
has been productive of great injury to the
patient.

I am well aware how difficult a talk it is
to account for the true efficient caufe of every
diftemper, but it becomes a duty in the prac-
titioner to attempt it, and if his practice be
remarkably fuccefsful, the candid and judi-
cious will from thence allow his opinion every
proper degree of credit.

I shall make no more remarks on Syden-

ham’s opinion of the caufe of hyfterical com-



plaints, but leave the reader to examine and
make his own reflexions j but with all due
deference to the fentiments of fo great a

I mud own it appears thefe complaints are

hereditary and adventitious, from an acrid dif-
pofition in the human juices, and a general
inclination to weak nerves. This bad difpo-
fition is, I believe, principally owing to a

diftempered bile. Every day’s experience
convinces me of the truth of this obfervation,
as I find almoft every hyfterical fubjeX to

abound with bile; and tho’ this, in moderate
quantities, is one of the nobleft promoters of
digeftion, yet when a fuperabundance of it is
generated, and its acrid qualities heightened
by being retained too long in the body thro*
want of exercife, or any other caufe, then it
is that it contaminates the juices, and does
that dreadful injury to the conftitution, not

only in hyfterical cafes, but gouty ones, which
I endeavoured to prove in a former publica-
tion.

If the reader will refer to the account of
the nervous fyftem, he will fee there is not



a point in the whole animal body but has a

nerve conveyed to it, in order to keep up
that adion, defigned by our Creator for all
the offices of life, both voluntary and invo-
luntary. That the nerves are hollow tubes
is univerfally allowed; but whether or no

they were defigned for conveying animal fpi-
rits, remains yet undetermined, tho* it has
occafioned innumerable difputes: their being
tubes might have given rife to this conjec-
ture; but it appears to me they are formed
in this manner by the Author of Nature, in
order to increafe their quick fenfibility and en-

livening powers; for that all hollow bodies
are more fufceptible of impreffions than folid
ones, is, I bcdieve, univerfally true; the form
of every mufical inftrument is a proofof it.

The nerves are evidently the feat or in-
ftrument of the fenfes, and like thofe harmo-
nious pieces of mechanifm above-mentioned
capable of injury, but whether that arifes
from obftrudions formed in their cavities, or
from offending matter lodged on them, is, I
believe, impoffible to be determined; but



where caufes are thus impenetrable, it be-
comes necelTary to ftudy effedts with greater
attention.

If I may for once be allowed to run into
the flowery field of fancy for an ill nitration
of my fubjedt, and may be fuffered to com-
pare animate with inanimate bodies, I will
luppofe the nerves like the firings of a violin,
which are, when fkilfully drained, (provided
the body of the inftrument be found, and in
good order) fit, when called upon, to give
the mod exquifite harmony. And this is

generally the cafe too with regard to the hu-
man body, when it is in the mod perfedl
date of health. We will now fuppofe that
the ftrings are relaxed, or that fome injurious
matter (fuch as greafe, which is their natural
enemy) has fallen on them, or that the body
of the violin becomes injured; what then will
be the confequence? why this delightful in-
ftrument will lofe that power to pleafe, which
it juft before fo fully pofleffed. I will not

take upon me poftitively to affert that hyfteri-
cal diforders are produced by a relaxation of



the nerves, or by any oftenfive matter being
lodged on the fubftance of them, yet I think
it a more rational way ofaccounting for them,
than by flying to incomprehenfible caufes of
animal fpirits, ruffling to this or that part.

The animal body is obvioufly made up of
folids and fluids, and it is clear that in what-
ever manner the Divine Being has connedled
the myfterious power of the mind with the
body, it grows with it in years and ftrength,
till it arrives at its meridian, and declines
with it in age and debilitude, ’till they both
vanifh from this earthly fcene. This union
being attentively confldered, it cannot be
thought ftrange that many diibrders of the
body ftiould effedt the underftanding alfo.

That the nerves of different people are of
different degrees of ftrength and firmneis, no

one will deny; and as hyfterical fubjedls are
generally of tender conftitutions, fo likewife
are their nerves tender and delicate, which ac-
counts not only for their frequent indifpo
ft tiers, but their quick fenftbility, and inca-



pacity of bearing fatigue, excefs of joy or
forrow, unexpeded founds, and diftrefiing
objeds j all which, by agitating their weak
nerves, bring on thofe convulfions, and other
melancholy effeds fo commonly experienced
by them.

I have frequently obferved too, with infi-
nite concern, that gouty people, whofe con-

ftitutions have been debilitated by an improper
treatment, are frequently afflided with hyfte-
rical and hypochondriacal complaints j dif-
eafes, tho’ not exadly fimiiar, yet in many
inftances much alike; attended with fuch me-

lancholy and horrible ideas, as have frequently
pulhed on the unhappy fubjeds of them to
ads of fuicide, in order to get rid of a life,
t|re continuance of which appears to them
rpore dreadful than death itfelf.

It is beyond a doubt that every nerve has
its peculiar fenfation, wifely defigned by the
Creator, in order to preferve the (economy
of nature, both intelledual and corporeal;
from whence it will follow that if either of



the nerves fhould be injured, a pain will be
produced correfpondent to the part affeded:
this being attended to, will account for thofc
variable diftreffing fenfations both of body
and mind, fo common to hyfterical patients.
From thefe dedudions it is pretty evident,
why hyfterical patients fancy they are at dif-
ferent times afflided with every chronicle dis-
order ; for fhould the affedion be in the nerves
of the bladder, the kidnies, the colon, the
lungs, or the plura, the refpedive and corref-
ponding effeds will be fymptoms of the ftone,
the gravel, the cholic, confumption,orpleurefy,
and fo on thro’ all the difeafes poor unhappy
mortals are fubjed to. The want of confidering
thefe circumftances with due attention, has
often proved fatal to the perfon afflided with
hyfterical paroxyfms, as imaginary diforders
have been treated like real ones, and the cure
which might eafily have been performed in
the beginning of the complaint, thereby ren-

dered impradicable.

Whoever attentively conftders what has
been Said on the fubjed, will clearly fee how



improperly hyfterical di(orders have been
treated; and the many unhappy objefts now
living who have tried all human means in
order to procure relief, fully prove that no
certain method is yet generally known, which
will anfwer fo definable an end; tho’ I be-
lieve it will be allowed, that the divine art
of healing has received confiderable improve-
ment from the prefent race of phyficians,
many of whom ftand in competition with any
of the antients for learning, ingenuity, and
univerfal benevolence.

It was with real concern I obferved the
uncertain pra&ice of treating thefe grievous
complaints, and therefore thought it highly
juftihablc and commendable, to endeavor to

explore a better one, keeping conftantly in
my view that line of fafety, which on no con-
fideration whatever Ihould be broke through.
In confequence of this defign, having firft
moft attentively confidered the fubje£t, I
confefs it was clear to me, that this ftubborn
difeafe would readily yield to a medicine fo
compounded, as to brace up the relaxed



habit, correct the vitiated crafcs of the blood
and juices, and at the fame time give a ftrong
vibration to the nerves* Conformably with
this theory, I united in a medicine fuch ingre-
dients as have always moft happily produced
this good effect; I have adminiitered it to

many hyfterical patients, fome dreadfully bad,
whom it relieved in a fhorter time than I care

to mention; nor can I recoiled: one inftance
where it has been properly taken, in which it
failed of doing real fervice.

I hope it will not appear arrogant or vain,
when I declare, that this medicine is very
different from any thing I have ever found
prefcribed in hyfterical and nervous cafes. I
can vouch for its fafety, and its merit rriuft

depend on its fuccefs: what that has already
been may partly appear from the following
cafes. I could have publifhed many more,
but as they would have only contained a re-

petition of what is faid in thofe inferted, I

thought it ufelefs and unneceffary: Before
I dole this paragraph I muft beg leave to

obferve, that Mrs. Tucker’s wifbes to have



her cafe publifhed, in order to be instrumen-
tal in procuring relief to thofe unhappy people
afflided with fimilar diforders, does juftice
to the liberality of her fentiments, and the
goodnefs of her heart.

Mrs. Tucker, of Chard, in the county of
Somerfet , was reduced to the molt deplorable
ftate by the hyfterics. She was afflided with
great oppreffions of the lungs, and difficult
refpiration, extreme giddinefs in her head,
which often prevented her from {landing, a

forenefs and painful pricking fenfation in her
eyes, with fuch a cloud before them, that fhe
could neither fee to work or read; a violent
fluttering and palpitation of the heart, fainty
fweats, and fuch an univerfal languor, that
the Icafc exercife brought on the greateft
fatigue and laffitude; fuch a miferable diges-
tion, that eating the mofl trifling food was

produdive of an uneafy load at her ftomach;

All this was attended with the mofl dreadful
and horrible anxieties of mind, and fuch fright-
ful dreams, as furpafied all defcription, with
fuch oppreffions as almofi: deprived her of the



powers of fpeech, and made her fear Ike was

breathing her laft. In fact ihe was a burden
to herfelf, and to all about her. She affured
me that fhe had tried every kind of medicine,
which had been recommended to her without
fuccefs •, this was confirmed by her apothe-
cary, who told me. Hie had taken the bed
advice, and that he had given her by different
preferiptions, every anti-hyfterical medicine
he knew of, and laid he thought it in vain to

attempt to relieve her, believing it impoflible.
She being however a deferving woman, I re-

folved to try what might be done, and ac-
cordingly gave her the medicines. She declared
fine found relief from them the firft nio-ht,o *

and awoke without her ufual fears and terrors:
tho* many of her fymptoms remained for
fome days, yet file was able in a fortnight to
ride ten miles without any fenfible fatigue,
whereas before, by only drelfing or undrdfing,
fine leemed ready to expire. Her recovery
fhe protefted was fo compleat, that (he was
perfuaded fhe could walk two miles with eafe
and pleafure to herfelf



Of a Saturday night I was alarmed by the
mournful complaints of Mrs. Mary Oram,
die wife of Farmer Oram, of the paridi of
AJhton, who told me die believed her filler

Hannah Seger was raving mad; for that die
had torn her cap and hair off her head, and
was with difficulty held by three people. She
intreated me to go and fee her, and if pofllble
relieve her. It happened that I was at this
time confined by ficknefs, and therefore inca-
pable of complying with her reqnefl: how-
ever I told her, if her filler could be brought
to my houfe (which was not far diflant) I
would do what I could to relieve her. The
young woman had fome intervals of reafon,
and in one of them, it being propofed, die
was defirous of being conveyed to me: ac-

cordingly die was brought, and was indeed
a melancholy figure, with her hair hanging
about her ears, and every other external mark
of madnefs. I ordered her to be feated near

me; but before I could feel her pulfe, die
rofe with great fury, and it was with fome
difficulty I faved my books and papers from
being facrificed by her to the flames. She



was immediately fecured and kept down in a

chair: the violence of the fit being foon over,
I had an opportunity of feeling her pulfe;
and was foon thoroughly perfuaded her dif-
order was hyfterical, tho’ in a more violent
degree than I had ever feen before in any
pcrfon. On making the necefiary enquiries,
I found She had a few days before met with
a great disappointment. I immediately pro-
ceeded to adminifier the medicine in a large
quantity, and ordered it to be often repeated.
The next morning I vifited her, and had the
pleafure to find Ihe was compofed and per-

fectly fenfible, tho’ ftill afflicted with general
fpafmotic twitches. I ordered her to continue
the medicine, which fne did, and the Thurf-
day following was fo thoroughly recovered,
that Hie walked to her mother’s houfe at the
diftance of twenty miles.

So extraordinary a recovery may feem
fi:range: however as my veracity Hands un-

impeached, my own authority I truft will
be fufficicnt to give it credit: but if any
doubts remain on thofe, whom curiofity may



engage in the enquiry, 1 would refer them
to Mrs. Oram, before-mentioned, whole evi-

dence, I am perfuaded, will undeniably afcer-

tain the truth of this narrative.

I was induced to publifh the cafe of a

perfon in fuch obfcurity merely from the
Angularity of if, and in order to confirm my

opinion, that infanity of the gloomy and
violent kind, often takes its rife from hyi-
terlcal and hypochondriac cames, and is

cafily cured by fpecioc and timely applica-
tions,

Bath? October i, 1777.

F 1 N I S,
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