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as admiffible ; but more efpecially on the con*

feious perfuafion, that a due attention to the
main, and more immediately effential part of
my fubjedl, will be productive of the moll
happy confequences to the community; by ob-
viating the progrefs of an evil, the prevalence
of which calls loudly for redrefs.

The effects of this evil are not only of the
molt pernicious tendency to the health, but
even fatal to many, of the human fpecies; in-
fomuch that the ffate lofes feveral thoufands of
its fubje&s annually, thro’ the conftitntional dif-
eafes acquired and entailed from this caufe.
Therefore fhould the prefent attempt to op-
pofe it, prove adequate to the falutary defign in
view, I humbly flatter myfelf, that, in what-
ever light it may be held by the weak and
narrow-minded, or by thofe who are otherwife



biafled, it will find protection with the fenfible
and unprejudiced philanthropic.

Encouraged from this idea, and iikewife
Crongly impelled from motives of the higheft
veneration for a character fo eminently
guifhed for an honefi: ardour, and the moC
animated exertions in the fervice of your
country, I may fay, for real patriotic virtue;

and no lefs admirable for a peculiar benevo-
lence and goodnefs of heart, which I have
fenfibly experienced, I could not then hefitate

in determining to whom I fhould addrefs a

work, the principal objeCl of which was—that
ofrendering utility to mankind.

But although I feel myfelf highly jufiifiable
in fuch a declfion ; and alfo anxioufiy wifh for

an opportunity of making my public acknow-
ledgments to you; I muft, at the fame time



that I take the liberty of gratifying my incli-
nation in this, apologize for a mode fo unfuita-
bJe to the fafhion ofthe times;—a mode, how-
ever, which as I conceive it to be no way im-
proper, I have been induced fondly to adopt,
for the purpofe ofoffering a grateful and merit-
ed tribute to the moft liberal, and truly difinte-
reffed friendfhip.

I have the honour to remain.
With the greateft refpedl and attachment.

S i

Your much obliged.

And moft faithful humble fervant.
Newman Street,
Sept. 10, 1784. 3

W. EDMONSTONE.



INTRODUCTION.

THE evil, the prevention of which is the
fubjedt of this Effay, having been dif-

tinguifhed by different appellations according
to its various forms and other circumflances,
is vulgarly known by the general character of
the Venereal Difeafe. It will appear, how-
ever, from what follows, that the chara&eriflic
name I have bellowed, is fuitably adopted,
and very applicable to its real qualities.

If we view it in the proper pathologic fenfe,
it may well be pronounced a malady as inju-
rious, and almofl as fatal, to health, as any
that we have knowledge of, or that can be
pointed out in the extenfive catalogue of dif-
eafes with which the human frame is liable to

be inflicted. It mull alfo be allowed, that
not only its immediate, but even its very re-
mote effects, are peculiarly inimical to every
enjoyment: and I fhall endeavour, moreover,
to prove that there are moral cOnfequences of
much evil tendency belonging to it.



Therefore, it may be juftly inferred, that
the actual prevention of fo pernicious and fo
complicated an evil, ought to be regarded as
proportionably ufeful and highly important.
But notwithstanding the obvious reafon and
propriety of fnch an opinion; and although it
cannot be denied that the prevalence of this
evil has done much real and manifeft injury to
a vaft number of individuals, and, of confe-
quence, to the community; it is nevertheless
true and equally furpriling, that its baneful in-
fluence has been allowed to pervade this me-
tropolis and country for feveral centuries, unop-
pofed, and without ever having engaged an
attention fo ferious as to become the objedl of
a public inftitution for encouraging experi-
mental inveftigation; and for inciting the
emulous exertions of medical gentlemen to at-
tempt the difcovery of means that might prove
adequate to prevent its further progrefs.

What has been the caufe of this inattention
in the legislature of our own and other coun-
tries, I Shall not take upon me to determine;
but a convidlion of the eflential good that
would arife to mankind from the invention



and promulgation of a preventative of the
venereal difeafe, has induced me not only to

apply my particular attention to invent one;
but alfo, having difcovered it, to endeavour
to propagate its ufe, by publishing it to the
world.

Tho’ from abundant experience, I am fully
Satisfied that the Prophylactic I recommend
is qualified to anfwer the end which it is in-
tended to fulfil; yet I did not feel this reafon
alone fufficient for reconciling me to the mea-

fure of publishing a work entirely of a novel
complexion, (and upon that account the more
arduous), had I not been encouraged to fuch
an undertaking by fome other gentlemen,
who, having experienced its efficacy, were
pleafed to exprefs their flattering appro-
bation and wiffies, that I Should adopt the
refolution of announcing to the Public what
feemed fo likely to be produ&ive of general
utility.

Such Satisfactory considerations, favourably
coinciding with my own inclination, have pre*
vailed with me at length to overcome the ob-
ftacles of reflraint which had long oppofed it;
and now operate with that degree of force



which hath prompted me to undertake and
enables me to execute the prefent work.

It is very well known to many of my ac-
quaintance in London, that fo long ago as the
year 1773, I not only made ufe of a Preven-
tative Liquid in my practice, but alfo once or
twice gave intimation of it in the public pa-
pers, and had declared my intention of wri-
ting upon the fubje<sl : But finding myfelf at
that time retrained from certain imprefi-
fions of fcrupulous delicacy, added to a want
of more confidential experience, I was thence
influenced to decline the immediate execution
of what I had propofed, and to pofipone my
favourite intention of publifhing my thoughts
upon this topic, until time and circumfiances
might remove thofe embarraffments, and more
fully determine me with refpedl to the pro-
priety of the meafure in contemplation.

Since then, I have been abroad, for feve-
ral years, upon public fervice ; and had I not
been fo long engaged there in my profefifion
as a furgeon to the army, it is very probable,
that fuch a performance as I now offer might
have been publifhed much fooner. However,
the difadvantage to me from the delay is am-



ply compenfated by the additional confidence
and pleafure refulting from a more extenlive
knowledge, and confirmed experience.

The circumftance of novelty connected with
this little work, may render it either the fnb-
je& of approbation or of cenforious criticifm,
according as it fhali meet the conceptions of
thofe who are differently prepofleffed: but
time, which is the deciding arbiter, will ulti-
mately adjuft whatever at prefent may appear
doubtful concerning its object, and I truft, will
firmly eftablifh the ftandard of more univerfal
experience in fupport of what it recommends.

IN difcuffing the fubje&s of this effay, I
fhali endeavour to demonftrate.

I ft, The propriety and utility ofpreventing
the Venereal Evil.

2d, The practicability of the meafure.

3d. The expediency of the prefent attempt
to promulgate fnch means as are proper for
this purpofe.



4th, 1 (hall explain the general nature, and
fpecify the proper manner, and time of apply-
ing the preventative liquid recommended to
the Public in the following fheets.

And, laftly, I fhall fubjoin fome reflections
relative to the practicability of totally extir-
pating the Venereal Diforder.



An ESSAY, &c.

SECTION I.

Of the Propriety and Utility of preventing the
Venereal Evil,

THE idea ofpreventing the propagation
of that evil commonly called the Vene-

real Difeafe, by a method which fecures the
individual from the • injury of infedlion, in
every inftance where he indulges in a libidi-
nous commerce, will very probably be repro-
bated and condemned by fome perfons, who
will be apt to confider the attempt as an en-
couragement to a vice which requires hill
Ihronger reftraints than any of thofe to which
it is already fubje&ed. Before, therefore, I
proceed further, I think it neceflary to remove
the objection which may be urged on this
foundation.



They who would ferioufly urge the objec-
tion now mentioned, muft adopt and take for
granted the fuppofition, that the danger of
contracting a painful, loathfome, and highly
noxious difeafe, is a powerful and very gene-
rally deterring obftacle to illicit, libidinous en-
joyment. But this is aftuming a principle as
true, of which not only there is no proof, but
both reafon and experience agree "in proving
the contrary,. -

There is, it is well known, a natural pro-
penftty to pleafure implanted in the human
breaft, which, being once oppofed or fubjedted
to reftraint, from whatever caufe, willbecome
the more impatient and incontroulable; and
in fpite of every dangerous impediment will be
apt to break through its coercive boundaries,
upon certain emotions or defires being excited.

The degree and impulfive violence of thofe
natural emotions will ever depend on and be
proportioned to the operation of the retrain-
ing caufe, prohibiting, as it were, the ardent
ftruggies of animated paftion; which gaining
additional flrength from the flimulus of oppo-
fition, will at length furmount every obftacle



to the favourite enjoyment; to which it then
rufhes with an irrefiftible impetuolity.

Thus the reciprocated a&ion and re-
action fubfifting between any retraining
caufe, and the paffions of fenfual appetite
of whatever kind, will always ferve as
a powerful ftimulus to encreafe the latter;
which can never be fubjugated by reftraint,
without the danger of becoming very inordi.
nate indeed; and muft then unavoidably pre-
vail, unlefs where there happens to be an un-
common fhare ofPlatonic temperance to argue
Reafon’s caufe, in oppolition to natural paf-
fion and inclination. I believe, however, few
of the young men of this age, for whofe fake
and fafety this publication is principally in-
tended, are encumbered with that fpecies of
cold philofophic virtue: and I will appeal to
the impartial teftimony of their feelings and
experience for the truth of what I have juft
now advanced with refpecf to the effects of
the danger of the evil in queftion; and, that
paftion ftrongly excited cannot be abfohnely
controuled from that or any other obftacle.

Having fo far by (I hope fatisfadlory) rea-
foning, endeavoured to obviate the erroneous



and ill-founded objection of its encouraging
vice, fhould this be fuggefted againd; our falu-
tary plan, I fhaii now take the fubject up in
an oppofite point of view; that is, with a de~
fgn to prove that the prevention of this evil,
fo far from tending to encourage vice, is on
the contrary, calculated to counteract it; and
if fully eftablifhed, would have a very happy
effect in diminifhing the mod wicked and
dangerous fpecies of it; which will ealily be
comprehended from what follows.

We will fuppofe, for a moment, that fome
men are (and undoubtedly there are fome,)
over-awed by the danger of this evil in direct
violence to their padions; which being granted
I humbly afk your rigid votaries of virtue,
what would be the probable confequence to
fociety, were this to be the general cafe ? I
believe the candid anfwer of truth to this
qnedion, would tend to convict fuch as I now
allude to, either of an unpardonable error, or
of didimulation; and I am fully perfuaded that
every man who has but a moderate knowledge
of the world will join with me in thinking that
the exigence of the Ihocking evil, which we



have occafion fo often to fpeak of, is a rnoft
dangerous enemy to female virtue.

For whenever it repells the amorous paF
lion from that channel which it occupies, it
will moft probably diredt its courfe to another
of more fafety, in quell; of the obje6l of con-
xupifcence ; which it there affails with every
cunning addrefs of difingenuous artifice, with
every plaufible but felfilh ftratagem of bafe
defign, commonly fupported by the moll affi-
duous importunity, unremitting attention, and
indefatigable perfeverance to crown the
whole ; until a conqueft of the unguarded fair
one fo nobly, . (or rather fo difhonourably)
fought for, is gained.

I do not judge it neceftary further to explain
the mode by which the danger of this evil may
be faid to operate as an enemy to female vir-
tue; nor to point out more particularly how
the prevention, and total removal of it, would
eonfeqnently diminifh, and render lefs fre-
quent that fpecies of libidinous vice, I have
juft now fpoken of; as I conceive this will ap-
pear fufficiently obvious,.



Having thus endeavoured to obviate an
objection which may probably be urged
again!! an attempt to promulgate means of
fecuring the individual from the infection
of the Venereal Evil; I now proceed more
directly to lliew the utility that may refult
from fuch an undertaking. The utility will
be apparent from taking a view of the various
evils which are known to be the confequences
of the propagation of the diforder in queftion.

The evils that flow from the prevalence of
the Venereal Difeafe, relate either to indivi-
duals or to the public. The evils incurred
from it to individuals refer either to their bo-
dies or to their minds. The bodily fufferings
arife either from its more immediate or more
remote effects. Pain and anguifh, often of
long continuance, are its immediate effe&s:
its remote ones are fo numerous and fo com-
plicated, that I fhall only refer to them in a
general way.

It would be needlefs to advert the attention
of the reader to a number of affecting obje&s
around us who carry about with them, and ex-
hibit to public view, too linking marks of per-
ibnal deformity from this caufe; as that would



only be renewing in our ideas fuch images of
difgufl as we would wifh to avoid the recol-
lection of. Butbefidesthefe very obvious marks
ofperfonal injury, inflictedby this cruel enemy
to pleafnre, on thole moving Ipeclacles of mi-
fery, which are fufficiently impreffive on our
fenfes and feelings without any afliflant defcrip-
tion ; there is a variety of occult deformities
and defects proceeding immediately from the
fame caufe, which delicacy forbids me to de-
fcribe; but which neverthelefs demand ferious
animadverfion: as alfo many conftitutional dif-
eafes more properly coming under the appella-
tion I have bellowed, which we may reafon-
ably prefume, derive their exiflence, though
very remotely, alfo, from this common origin
having laid the foundation of an antecedent
predifpolition; a llaminal debility.

The numerous difeafes deducibie from the
above origin come under various denomi-
nations in medical practice; fo that the idea of
the iirll fundamental caufe is entirely 101 l and
forgotten: fuch are all thofe entailed by the
original victims on their innocent pollerity in
the form of glandularand other cachectic affec-
tions : as alfo fevcral difeafes of the nervous
kind.



I muft forbear, however, here to enter into
a more particular enumeration of the difeafes
I have referred to, as it would be foreign to
the plan and limits of this work. I therefore
take my leave of this fubjedt at prefent,; ha-
ving in view to beftow further animadverfions
on what relates to it in a future publication ;

wherein the Venereal Malady, with the con-
fequences of its improper management fhali
be confidered, and the moil: advifeable mode
of treatment pointed out.

I fhali here take the liberty, in confequence
of the hint which I have juft thrown out, to
obferve, that there is too great a diverfity of
favourite plans, or methods, with different prac-
tioners for treating this difeafe; nor is it pro-
bable that all of them can be right. I believe
it may be fafely laid, that the whole injury
accruing to health from this fource is not to be
imputed to the immediate fpecific adlion of
the virulent caufe of infedfion: for I have Ions:O
been of opinion, that oftentimes, perhaps for
the moft part, it has only afforded occafion
of adding fecondary caufes powerfully de-
ftrudlive, and in fomc inftances fatal; and I
am perfuaded that the injudicious, the too



fafhionable, the prepofterous ufe, or rather
abufe, of mercurial medicines has at leaft more
than an equal fhare in producing thofe mif-
chievous confequences to health, which are
more commonly attributed to the difeafe.

I would not wilh it to be underflodd from
what I have fo freely advanced relative to the
ufe of mercury, that I mean to depreciate
fuch an indifpenfibJe article of the materia
medica; or to become a profelyte to another
fafhionable fyflem of exploding the ufe of this
moft valuable drug, and pretending to cure
the fyphilitic difeafe, without its affiflance.
—No; fuch pretenlions are merely machina-
tions of medical deception, which can never
be either devifed or encouraged by thofe who
have any claim to an acquaintance with that
liberal fcience.

Befides the bodily perfecution from this ini-
mical difeafe,themind aI fo,muff, inevitably par-
ticipate very largely in the affliction, from the
excruciating and intolerable reflection of hav-
ing been fo completely duped and overcome
by the wanton influence of a domineering paf-
fion, betraying it, and leading the body to its
own deflruCtion, in proflituting health; which.



being the moil valuable pofiefdon we enjoy,
thus becomes often a permanent facrifice to
momentary pleafnre.

From a view of what has been faid, does it
not appear to be our duty to ufe whatever
means we are acquainted with for preventing
the occurrence of fuch a grievous injury ?—lt
mod: certainly is, as I really conceive, the duty
ofhumanity fo to do: itbeing always indifpen-
fibly incumbent on us, as rational beings, to

endeavour to avert, and alfo to leffen and pal-
liate, as much as in our power, every fpecies of
mifery incident to human exigence. We ought
not therefore to fuffer our Reafon to be over-
whelmed and perverted by ridiculous fnper-
flition, whimlical error, or fenfelefs preju-
dice, in open violation of her kind dictates
for our own prefervation, as well as that of
our fellow-creatures; whole unfortunate fuffer-
ingS', though even they may have been incur-
red by wicked imprudence, we fhould never-
thelefs, be ever ready to foften and alleviate.

The tender impulfes, and the truly fympa-
thetic voice of Philanthropy, would here in-
cline me to advert to the pitiable filiation of
proftituted (many of them alfo perfecuted)



females, fo numeroudy exiding in tills city ;

the'majority of whom, I may venture to fay,
having been did prodituted through the de-
ceptive means of cruel and infamous fedudlion,
are afterwards perfecuted by fuccefiive deluges
of mifery and difirefs.

Hitherto, in considering the utility of our
preventative plan, I have been endeavour-
ing to prove this with refpeft to indivi-
duals ; but the fame plan would alfo be very
conducive to the public good. This I think
is not to be doubted, as the objects of it
are the fubjedls of the date; and cannot dif-
fer materially from any general evil, without,
in feme degree, a general participation of hurt-
ful conlequences extended through the whole
political body. And now I take permiffion
to obferve, that this evil affe6ls the national
welfare in a twofold, or in a primary and fe-
condary way. The fird of thefe alludes to
the prefent disqualification of thofe labouring
under it from being of the lead fervice to the
community, whild they are long, and nccef-
farily, fufpended from their refpedtive em-
ployments, during the time (which is too often
the cafe) of a tedious, loathfome cure, perhaps



never to be compleated. The fecohdary ef-
fects alluded to, are thofe (of which I have
made mention before) 1o commonly entailed
to the offspring of the firffc fufferers; which
may receive additional flrength from their
own imprudent debaucheries of the fame
kind ; and the deflrucfive confeqnences hill
continuing to be handed down, will naturally
Jay the foundation of much conftitutional
Imbeclliity. From which we may reafonably
prefume, that the hate is deprived of a race
fo vigorous and healthy, as they otherwife
would have been, had this exotic malady never
appeared; and confequently fuhains a mate-
rial injury, the extent of which cannot be as-
certained

Thus I have endeavoured to confute the
only objection that can be adduced againh
the propriety of our preventative plan, and to
demonftratc its utility, both to individuals and
the public.

* Since I feat the above to be printed, I obferve that a late medical
writer has computed, that npwaids of thirty thoufand of our fellow-crea-
tures in this ifland die, annually, of complaints which obtain the general
name ofa confumption; the fource ofwhich mortality he confiders as ori-
ginating in a great meafure from the various fucceflive degrees ofvenereal
infection.



SECTION 11.

0/ the Practicability of preventing the Venereal
Evil.

IT is univerfally admitted, that the pro-
duction of the Venereal Difeafe, except-

ing thofe cafes where the diforder is heredi-
tary, does in every cafe depend upon the ap-
plication of a certain poifonous matter to fome
part of the body ; and that generally this ap-
plication is to the parts of generation, in coa-
fequence of libidinous commerce with another
perfon affected with the fame difeafe.

This difoider is obferved to appear under
different forms and circumflances in different
perfons, and even in the fame perfon on dif-
ferent occafions. Now, as we know that the
natural texture and materials of the parts, to
which the venereal poifon is ufually applied,
are invariably the fame in every fubject; and
as it is generally admitted, that the virus is.
in all cafes, fpecifically the fame; fo thofe
differences muff depend either on the adventi-
tious diverfity of the virus itfelf, or on the



accidental different ftates of the parts to which
it is applied.

To evince, therefore, the probable practi-
cability of preventing the Venereal Evil, after
the application of the virus; it will be proper
to make fome obfervations on the differences
to which either the infection, or the p rts

ufuaily expofed to it, are fubjecl on different
occafions; alfo on the great variety that oc-
curs refpeeffing the time of the appearance of
any fymptom of the diforder after the appli-
cation of the virus; and on its more imme-
diate effedls refulting from thefe fources of
diverlity.

The venereal virus, though generally al-
lowed to be of one and the fame kind in all
cafes, is neverthelefs fubjeft to great variety,
in refpedl to its power or readinefs of adlion;
and this, principally, according as it is more
concentrated, or more diluted, with other
matter.

The parts to which the virus is ufuaily ap-
plied, are alfo, on different occalions, very
differently circumffanced, in refpecl either of
their fufeeptibiiity of being adled upon by the
virus, or of the greater or lefs readinefs with



which they admit or favour Its conveyance
into the fyffem.

Thefe accidental differences belonging to the
parts, will depend either on their greater or
lefs fenfibiiity or irritability ; or on their being
more or lefs covered with adhering matter.

Now a clear view of thele circumftantial
differences, refpeCtively confidered, will afford
an explanation of the varieties above-men-
tioned, obfervable on different occafions, re-

fpedling the time of the appearance of any
fymptom of the diforder, after the application
of the virus; and of its more immediate ef-
fects after its aeffion has begun to take place.

We may obferye, that before this diforder
affumes the fyphilitic form in the parts al-
luded to, the venereal poifon fometimes-re-
mains there long, without fhewing any figns
of its prefence ; in which cafe, if none of the
virus has yet been abforbed, it may ffili be
prevented doing mifehief at any period before
that takes place. The flower a6lion of the
poifon, in fuch cafes, depends on the conjoined
circumffances of its comparative weaknefs and
accidental locality ; viz. being depofited on the
parts which are Icaft fufceptible; for when the



virus Is of the weaker or more diluted fort,
and it happens to be depofited on any part
of the glans or prepuce, at fome diflance from
the orifice, or outer extremity of the urethra,
and there being an impaired fufceptibility at
the fame time; then may it remain on that
furface a considerable time dormant and inac-
tive, until, the enveloped particles having ac-
quired more firength by affimilating matter in
contact, it becomes fufficiently potent to pro-
duce injury ; when it will probably make its
firfi: imprellion where it has fo long refided,
by exciting inflammation and ulcer.

Let us fnppofe the circumftances to be ex-
a&ly as I have jufl: defcribed, in every parti-
cular ; and at the fame time that there may
happen to be fome peculiar or extraordinary
aptitude in the abfoibents of that fpot where
the weak virus has been depofited ; then do I
imagine to be the moft likely time for the in-
flexion to fleal, as it were, imperceptibly into
the fyfiem, without exhibiting previous marks
on the genitals, or ever Shewing any Symp-
toms of its exigence in the habit, for perhaps
a great length of time afterwards.



Such cafes as I have laftly alluded to, are
by far the moft dangerous confequent on the
Evil, the prevention of which I treat of; be-
eaufe from deceptive appearances, or rather
from no appearance at ail, the unwary {of-
ferer is betrayed into a fatal neglecft, often
never to be compenfated. Here a proper
preventative application would have been of
•the moft important ufe, and have afforded
that fecurity to health, that perhaps no means
after can poftibly effetft, from the peccant
caufe lurking fo long in the body, and be-
coming radically ingrafted into the habit.

We will next fuppofe that the infedlion, as
above-mentioned, is ftill of the weaker, or
more diluted fort; but that it is now depofited
on, or clofely near to, the extremity of the
urethra, into which it will very readily inli-
nuate itfelf; and this may poftibly happen al~
moft immediately after the impure embraces.
The membrane of that paftage, wr e know, is
endued with the moft exquiftte fenftbility, and
in proportion thereto is the fufceptibility by fo
much the greater than in the other external
parts; therefore the virulent caufe may by ir-
ritation alone, where irritability is fo remark-



able, very foon produce fymptoms of go-
norrhoea, without the neceflity of acquiring
more ftrength, as in the other clrcumftances :

and thofe fymptoms will much fooner be ex-
cited, when the infectious matter, thus depo-
fited about the orifice, is more fully impreg-
nated with virulent particles.

In cafes then, where the accidental locality
of the virus favours the production of gonor-
rhoea, it is generally of fufficient ftrength to
occafion the fymptoms belonging to this form
of the dileafc at the time it is lirft received,
without the neceflity, as I have already
hinted, of being allowed longer time to be-
come more aClive; which it might probably
require for producing the fymptoms of the
other form. For I flate it as a general poli-
tion, that venereal matter is always capable
of acquiring additional flrength in proportion
to the time it may have remained without
counteraCling means.

If the infedlion has been received from a
perfon having the difeafe in the mofl invete-
rate, malignant form, it is probable that it will
then, being more concentrated, and confe-
quently more aclive, make its firft impreffion



externally, or wherever it may have been
depofited, very foon ; and always the fooner
(<ceteris paribus) in proportion to the degree
of its virulence.

Now, lince all venereal infection is fpeci-
fically the fame; and as, from what has been
faid, it appears that the difference of its ope-
ration, fo far as it is to be confidered by it-
felf, is owing to the various modifications of its
commixture withother matter; it therefore fol-
lows, that the fame antidote which is qualified to

counteract it in any one infrance, will, upon be-
ing applied to it, prove fully fufficient for that
purpofe in every other. Hence thepracticabi-
lity ofpreventing the venereal evil, even after
the reception of the virus, may readily be ad-
mitted ; provided a liquid can be found which
upon application to the part that received it
(whether in the male or female) and before
its hurtful effects have begun to take place, is
capable of readily altering its qualities, and
rendering it innocent; but if this liquid is alfo
capable of acting upon the part of the body
to which the virus is applied, fo as to render
this lefs fubject to its impreffion, the practica-



bility of prevention is rendered fiill more pro-
bable.

I prefume that thofe medical gentlemen
who are of the opinion that all venereal con-
tagion is fpecifically the fame, and who alfo
allow the efficacy of topical means, injedlion,
as all that is neceflary in curing gonorrhoea,
will readily admit the far greater certainty of
correcting the virus by the fame means (I
confine my idea to fuch only as 1 have a
knowledge of) before it .has bad an opportu-
nity by time to acquire more firength, br
made any morbid impreffion: for there is no
reafon to fuppofe, nor indeed will it admit of
doubt, but that a well appropriated medicine
externally applied, and brought into immedi-
ate contact with the venereal poifon before it
has commenced its attack, and taken fall; hold
of the body which may have received it, will
with far more certainty counteradf and de-
firoy it, than medicines introduced into the
fyfiem, whofe fpecific power (if by fuch they
adi) mufi be confiderably changed and im-
paired by the procefs which they have necef-
farily to undergo in the body, before they can
poffibly arrive at the feat of the morbid caule.



or even join tile mafs of fluid which It may
have contaminated*

Thus far I have endeavoured to evince, by
teafonmg from the nature of the thing, the
probable practicability ofpreventing the pro-
duction of the venereal malady* by the means
lately mentioned applied after the reception
of the poifon, and before it has commenced
its operation.

I now further affirm the aCtual practicabi-
lity of it on the foundation of my own prac-
tice and long experience in the ufe of a liquid
that I have invented;—the efficacious quality
of which has been abundantly decided from
real experiment: and had I no rational the-
ory to adduce, or no collateral authority of
note to refer to, (both of which I hope will
ever have their weight, and I can fafely con-
gratulate myfelf upon having the advantage
of them) to corroborate my opinion, and
affertions with refpeCl; to the falutary proper-
ties of this liquid ; my own fatisfaClory ex-
perience of it alone would ftifficiently war-
rant me in expreffign the moil favourable and
confident fentiments of its intrinfic value,
and is the tefl of authenticity on which I more
firmly reh.



Of this liquid I have had above eleven
years knowledge ; a time fully fufficient for
me to become acquainted with, and to prove
its real merit: in afcertaining which I have
been at coniiderable pains, and have beftowed
on it the moft anxious and unremitting atten-
tion, in order to be enabled to judge of it
with an adequate degree of certainty, before
I ventured on the meafure of making it gene-
rally public—a meafure which I now feel my-
felf fully authorized to adopt on the moft fub-
ftamial grounds.

Befides my ufe of the liquid I have men-
tioned, in this country; I have alfo had am-
ple opportunities of trying it in a variety of dif-
ferent climates abroad, during the time I was
on public fervice in America and in the Weft
Indies; the refult of which was invariably the
fame as I have already reprefented;—ever
favourable: and indeed I have not yet known,
or heard even of a lingle difappointment in
any cafe where it was ufedconformably to my
directions with refpect to time and mode.
For it is on the faithful prefumption of an
exact conformity and ftrict adherence to every
particular of them, that I am to confider my-



felf refponfible for the certainty of its preven-
tative effect in fecuring thofe who ufe it.

Should any doubt ftill remain with fome*
who, from prejudice or otherwife, may not
enjoy an adequate faith in preventative means,
I will moft chearfully, for their fatisfa&ion,
nay, I will very fondly indeed accede to any
fair, I mean undeceptive, meafure that they
fhall chufe to propofe for further trials of the
liquid, and will gladly feize upon every future
opportunity within my power, that can exhi-
bit fuch unequivocal cafes as to afford them
the moft decilive and fatisfaclory proof of its
efficacy that can poftibly be obtained.



SECTION 111.

Of the Expediency of the prefent Attempt to
promulgate proper 'Means of preventing the
Venereal Dlfeafe.

AVariety of different applications for
preventing Venereal Injury has been

taken notice of by medical gentlemen as likely
to prove ufeful; none of which, however, as
far as I know, have been found to anfwer
that end fo fully as to obtain the character of
efficacy, or procure them a confidential recom-
mendation from men of profefiflonal repute.-
This confideration, therefore, fuggefts the ex-
pediency of the prefent attempt to promulgate
certain means Invented upon rational princi-
ples, and known from experience to be qua-
lified for the purpofe intended.

Before I proceed to the defcription of the
means now mentioned, I beg leave to make a
few remarks on fome particular articles that
have been ufed for prevention.

Some preventatives which have been very
fpecioufiy recommended, and publicly extolled



in this city as infallible ; are neverthelefs repre-
fented to have done much mifchief to feveral
perfons who were induced to have free re-
courfe. to the application of them. This may
feem the more extraordinary, as they are faid
to be ufed merely externally, or in the form
of a lotion only; but indeed, from what I
underftand of the quality of fuch lotion, the
urethra could not poflibly bear the applica-
tion of it.

The circumftance which I have heard rnoft-
ly complained of is, that of corrugating the
part to which it had been applied, impairing
its natural fenfibility, and inducing in it a cal-
lous induration and rigidity. This effedt, or
change upon the part, is evidently owing to
fome very acrid or corrrofive quality in the
lotion applied; which will adl more or lefs
powerfully, according to the greater or lefs
degree of fufceptibility or natural delicacy
prevailing there.

Such applications, even although they may
be mo ft efficacioufly qualified to deftroy the
nature of the venereal virus abflradfed from
the body, will neverthelefs prove to be very
inadequate to that purpofe when the thing is



considered phyfiologicmlly with refpecf to
the body; for, infiead of producing that
grateful fenfation on the nervous extre-
mities of the different fine vafcnlar organs
of the glans penis, and orifice of the ure-
thra, or of the vagina, which would be? O’
fubfervient to, and facilitate their f'l utary
adtion, fo effentially necefTary upon fuch occa*

fions, the irritating lotion would induce a hid-
den rigid contraction of the fenfible mouths
of thofe veflels, by which means it would be
excluded from entering them ; and, confe-
quently, could not be depended upon to an-
fwer the purpofe after the elapfe of fo much
time after connection, as is faid to be allowed ;

it then becoming occafionally neceflary that
fome of the preventative fhould be received
into the fubhance, and partially abforbed.

But further; fuch a lotion as I have been
fpealcing of, is, independently of its quality,
alfo very defective as to the mode of exhibi-
tion, or manner and time of ufing it confi-
dered together ; and even on this account
fe&ms really defiitute of principle.

The apparent fimplicity, however, of this
mode, which confifis only in waffling, is the
very circurrsfiance which the more readily



reconciles it to life; and the peculiar eafe and
conveniency of exhibition in this way ferve as

the greater inducement to make trial of the
preventative article. But the fuccefs of fuch a
mode is utterly precarious, on that plan of
latitude given with refpedl to time, which fur-
ther enhances a reconciliation to it; for al-
though it may anfwer the intended purpofe in
many infhmces, its effedt will entirely depend
on conditional circnmfances; the knowledge
of which may eahly be gained from an atten-

tive review of the preceding and fubfequent
fedlions, wherein the principles fupporting
the propriety of this obfervation, and by which
that is explained and proved are contained ;

as will fnfficiently appear to thofe who are
willing to enquire into, and fenfibly confider
this matter upon the foundation of reafon, and
agreeably to what is there advanced.

Some other articles have been propofed and
alfo made ufe of for this purpofe, on principles
that are quite erroneous, and would defeat
the very intention for which they are to be
employed: fuch, for example, as undluous
applications, fometimes previonfly ufed with a
view to obftrudl the introdudlion of the infec-



don, and lhi.it it out; and alfo fubftances of the
fame kind, medicinally impregnated, to be
ufed after the expofure to Venereal Injury.
Such means employed with the former of thefe
intentions might pofifibly enough afford a tem-
porary preclufion of the virus 5 but at the
fame time would tend very much to encreafe
the danger of the injury, in a way that ren-
ders both of them equally objectionable—-
Firft, by entangling the infectious poifon, and
detaining it on the part until fome of its parti-
cles fheathed over with the oil or other unc-
tuous fubdance, as yet in a bland date, are
abforbed 5 or fhouid the abforbents not be fo
readily difpofed to receive it, the oil remain-
ing a greater length of time on the part, and
there intercepting the perfpirable matter, will
from thence be apt to acquire an acrimonious
rancidity, that by eroding fome part of the
furface, may podibly ferve as an auxiliary to
the virus, and finally co-operate with it in pro-
ducing fymptoms of local injury. Another
very bad eded mud attend the application of
imCfuous * matter in fuch cafes, whether made

‘■f Walking the parts with cold water only would‘be a much fafcr expe-
dient, as Chat might pofiibly lelTen the chance of injury ; whereas the ap-
plication of unftuoas matter would inevitably encreafe it.



before or after connection, or however im-
pregnated; which is relaxing the tone, and
thereby (independently of obturating the
mouths) impairing, if not totally fufpending
the functions of the exhalant or excretory
veflels of the part; on whofe perfefl condi-
tion or vigour the expullion of the morbid
caufe depends.

A due attention to this laft mentioned cir-
cumftance conffitutes a principal indication,
equally applicable in its principle, to the pre-
vention or cure of Venereal Evil; and whe-
ther partial or univerfal.

I hope that the hint which I have juft taken
the liberty to offer, will not be looked upon
as unfeafonably introduced in this place ; the
defign of it being to intimate the great im-
portance of attending carefully to the vigour
of either the general fyftem, or of that par-
ticular part which may occafionally be the fnb-
jecft of our operations, in the refpedlive plans
of cure or ot prevention.

The utility of this indication cannot in my
opinion, be too forcibly inculcated; and I am
perfuaded, that the ideas forming fuch an
opinion are not only clearly fnpported by



rational theory; but we have alfo had too
many inftances from experience of the perni-
cious confequences which have proceeded from
a negledted attention to the indication in
queftion.

Amongft fuch inftances, many may be col-
le&ed from thofe cafes wherein mercur has
been thrown into the body moft p otufcly,
with an intention to fnbdue venereal evil, to

no other purpofe than that of encreafing the
mifchief. The hurtful effedls of mercury thus
adminiftered arife from its peculiar adlion on
the feveral organs of the body; thereby de-
ftroying their tone and functions, and inducing
general debility; from whence the fyftem is
robbed of that vigour fo effentially neceflary
to overcome the morbid aflailant; which, fo
far from ever yielding to fuch injudicious treats
ment, will be found from thence to have ac-
quired more obftinacy, and to elude every
other means for its removal; unlefs they fhall
be aftlfted by fuch as are qualified to obviate
debility; and reftore to a certain degree the
impaired conftitutional ftrength.

The indication, therefore, which I have
ftated, would admit of a very fatisfa&ory ex-



planatlon on the foundation of pathologic rea-
foningj and of experience; but to attempt a

farther illuftration of it here, would be a de-
viation inconfiftent with the plan of my inten-
tions in this publication; in which I mean to

confine myfelf to the confideration of local
circumffances, (upon which, only the theory
of prevention is founded), without launching
into a general difquifition on venereal fymp-
toms; the inveftigation of which I intend to
profecute on another occafion: And referring
further animadverfions on the different pre-
ventative articles; what has been already faid,
being, as I apprehend, fufficient to demon-
ffrate the expediency of attempting to promul-
gate fuch means as are known from expe-
rience to be qualified for anfwering the in-
tended purpofe ; I fhall now proceed to give
fin account of thofe means as are more im-
mediately the objed of this little work.



SECTION IV.

Of the general Nature and Form, and alfo of
the proper Manner and Fime of applying the
Preventative Liquid, recommended by the Au-
thor,

APreventative of the Venereal Evil,
as I have already obferved in the Se-

cond Section, fhould be of a liquid form; in
order that it may (befldes fome other inten-
tions to be an Ever ed by liquidity) the more
readily pervade every point, and if I may be
permitted to ufe the exprefifion, minutely pe-
netrate into every finus or lurking place where
the venereal infe&ion may have infinuated
itfelf.

There are two effential properties which
muft indifpenfibly belong to a liquid qualified
for this intention, and upon which its falutary
effedls chiefly depend; the one fpecific, the
other flimulant; by the former, the virulent
matter of infe&ion is to be corre&ed and de-
flroyed; by the latter, a certain a&ion is to
be excited in the excretories of the part it is



applied to, from which the virus will be
thrown off, and expelled.

Now, as we know that very fenfible mem-
brane, the urethra, to be a part the mod fubjedl
to an immediate attack from this caufe; this
knowledge is diffident to convince us of the
occalional neceiTity there mud be of making
the preventative application to that padage;
and alfp fuggeds, that the Preventative fhould
be of fuch a mild though gently dimulating
quality as to render the free ufe of it perfedly
fafe to that, as well as to every other part
liable to be affedled by the venereal virus,
previous to its introduction into the habit.
We are therefore admonifhed, that a liquid
for this purpofe ought to be contrived with
judicious accuracy, and a cautious attention;
that in performing its intended office with ef-
ficacy, it fhall not excite pain, or be produc-
tive of any other hurtful inconvenience.

A preparation pofleffing fuch qualities as I
have defcribed, is here prefented to the public
under the title of the Prophylactic Li-
quid *.

* The word prophylaßlc , particularly belonging to medical
fclence, will of courfe I prefume be familiar enough to every
medical gentleman ; but as it may not probably be equally nn.



This liquid which I take upon me to recom-
mend for the falutary purpofe alligned to it,
confifis of an aqueous menfirnum artificially
impregnated with certain fimple fubftances,
partly vegetable and partly mineral, that are
endued with limilar properties with fuch as I
make choice of in the curative treatment of
venereal complaints; and is contrived on ge-
neral medical principles confonant with thofe
which regulate my plan of practical indica-
tions, and diredl my intentions in the exhibi-
tion of internal medicines for that purpofe.—
My knowledge of it is by no means a recent
acquisition, nor the production of accidental
difeovery; but the genuine fruits of mature
deliberation, and well-digefted thoughts,which
have been long and attentively exerted to-
wards a particular favourite objedl; and were
at firfl fuggefted upon principles of rational
probability, afterwards realized and confirmed
on the folid foundation of experience.

derfiood by all our readers, I lhall take the liberty to ex-
plain it.—lt comes from a Greek verb, fignifying to prejewe ;

and in medicine comprehends all that relates to the pveferira-
tinn ofhealth, or the prevention of difeafe; in contradlitinflion-
to that part of medicine which treats of curing difeafes, called 1
THERAPEUTICS.



The form under which this Preventative
Liquid may be occafionally applied is of two
kinds; lotion and injection. In the ufe of
the former, the external parts on which the
poifon is fuppofed to have been depofited, are
wafhed with the liquid; in the latter, it is
applied by way of injection into the urethra
in males, or into the vagina in females.

The manner of applying the liquid is differ-
ent, according to the two different forms of
lotion and inje&ion. In men, the perfon
who ufes it is firft to make water, and alfo to
wafh the external parts of generation well
with cold water, and dry them with a cloth
before the liquid is applied: having then
poured into a cup a fufficient quantity of the
liquid for the prefent occafion, a portion of it
is to be injedfed with a very fmall fyringe in-
to the urethra, and retained there about the
Ipace of a minute; afterwards the prepuce
being drawn back, this, together with the
glans and the whole penis, are to be carefully
wafhed over with the liquid remaining in the
cup.

In females a fimilar procefs is to be obfer-
ved, ufing a large female fyringe to throw



the liquid into the vagina; which operation
fhould be repeated once or twice at the inter-
val of about a minute ; and the parts adjacent
to the vaginal orifice are to be well wafhed
over by means of a piece of fponge, or foft
linen, moifiened with the liquid.

A fingle application made in the way I have
defcribed, in either fex, is generally all that is
necefiary ; but where a perfon difcovers, from
particular circumfiances of a connexion, that
he has incurred very great danger of injury
upon any occafion, by having expofed himfelf
to infection of a highly malignant kind; and
more efpecially, ■ when he alfo knows himfelf
to be much pre-difpofed, or peculiarly liable
to fuch injury; I would advife, in fnch circum-
fiances, that the liquid be applied a fecond
time in the manner above directed, either
the fame night, at the time of going to
or immediately after rifing next morning.

It fometimes happens that the prepuce, from
a natural flraitnefs, cannot eafily be brought
back, fo as to uncover the glans • in which
cafe fome of the liquid mull be thrown be-
tween them, and detained there for a little,
in order that it may be intimately applied to-



every part of that furface where the infedlion
lying hid very often commences its firft at-
tack.

Two other rules are moreover to be obfer-
ved :—to avoid making water after applying
the liquid as long as it can be held with cafe,
and not to dry the parts with a cloth after-
wards.

The different modes of exhibition being de-
fcribed, the proper time of applying the
liquid, which is a matter of great importance
to attend to, is next to be confidered.

As fome men are averfe to the operation of
inje&ing, it may perhaps be fatisfa&ory to in-
form them, that when it is convenient for
them to apply the liquid immediately after
connection with an infected perfon, the form
of lotion alone will be fufficient without injec-
tion: but in the cafe of females who have fo
expofed themfelves, this latter form is never
to be di/penfed with, for a very obvious rea-
fon.

Confidering what has been premifed, I can-
not pretend to afcertain the exadl time for
allowing the infection to make fuch impref-
lion as may be fuppofed out of the reach of



preventative means; but we know from expe-
rience what is fufficient to guide us almoft
fecure; and it is our bufinefs, in the prefent
plan, to fix upon fuch a period of time for the
application of thofe means as we are certain
comes within any fpace at which Venereal In-
jury has ever been known to appear after the
time of impure connexion.

I think it highly probable, that Venereal
Injury may be prevented at any time before
abforption takes place, or local fymptoms
pear, when the infe&ion remains externally
on the glans, prepuce, or other part of the
penis; or before it has produced fymptoms
of gonorrhoea, when taken into the urethra.
But the mode of application which we intend
to ufe, mull ultimately regulate our determi-
nation in point of the time of making it; it
being obvious that the fame method which
might be very effectual in the former of thofe
two circumftances I have juft mentioned,
where the virus remains on a part that is ex-
pofed, could have no effedl at all in the lat-
ter, where the virus being conveyed to the
urethra fpeedily infinuates itfelf fo far within
that pafiage as to get out of the reach of fuch



application; whence is indicated the neceflfity
of uting fome infirument of conveyance in
the one cafe, which there is no occafion for in
the other, in order to purfue the infection in
its route, and overtake it before it may have
produced morbid fymptoms.

Now, as there are no vifible marks, previ-
ous to the appearance of the difeafe, by which
it is pofiible for us to difiinguifh between thofe
circumftances which would render the one
form fafe by itfelf, or confiitute the necefifity
of joiningwith it the other ; we are neceffarily
obliged to reftour fuccefs on a judicious atten-
tion to time. The only alternative expedient
of fafety, therefore, where it is intended to

prefer the form of lotion alone, which is the
moft fimple and eafy method, mufi: conliffc in
the application of it almofi; immediately after
connection, which will fnpercede the necefifity
of ufing the injection; but if this meafure has
been delayed or neglected, then recourfe rauft
unavoidably be had to both thefe forms toge-
ther, at a more convenient, but within a certain
limited time.

The time which I fix upon for this pnrpofe
is limited within the fpace of ten hours after



dangerous connexion; for although I have
good reafon to fuppofe, that in general a much
longer delay than this might fafely enough be
admitted of, yet it is highly advifeable never
to condefcend to that unneceffarily; and as
we cannot afcertain the degree of fufceptibi-
lity in particular perfons, or that of the viru-
lence of the infection upon any occalion; (on
which circumftances either the fafety or the
danger of fuch delay will always depend) it
ought, therefore, to be an invariable rule to
apply the prophylactic within the time already
fpecified, when convenient; and, generally
fpeaking, always as foon after that of fufpect-
cd connection as abfolute conveniency will
allow.

Though I never have obferved fymptoms
of gonorrhoea, or other venereal injury, to take
place for feveral hours after the period within
which I have limited the application as above;
yet infection, we know, may be conveyed
into the urethra in one tenth part of that
time. How then can any external wafh alone
be depended on, when the liquid being exhi-
bited in that form only, does not come in
contact with the infection thus out of reach.



and confequentiy cannot poffibly a6l agalnff,
or deffroy it ? whence there is an abfolute
neceffity of employing an injecting inftru-
ment, after even a very fhort time has elapfed.

From what has been faid, it will appear, that
the lotion is indifpenfibly neceffary on every
occafion where the nfe of the preventative is
requifite; but that the injection will become
fo only from delay: for the remarkable fuf-
ceptibility in the membrane of the urethra,
and great facility with which virus depolited
about the orifice of that moil: feniible mem-
brane may be taken into it, will not warrant
the delay of one hour as fafe where external
lotion alone is to be the mode which we de-
pend upon. But the cafe is widely different
when, at the fame time, we intend to add the
ufe of injedlion : for although the infection
may have been carried into the urethra, and
lodged in any part of that canal, it may ffili
be prevented doing injury, if none has alrea-
dy appeared, by means of an injection en-
dued with particular qualities ; nay, the good
effedbs of fuch means, in the way 1 have men-
tioned, are as certain as any axiom that medi-
cal feience will admit, or practical obferva-



tion fupport. But it will be invariably necef-
fary to throw in the liquid before inflamma-
tion is excited, as that very circumflance
would render if not only abortive, but hurt-
ful : for it is impoflflble that any preparation,
however well adapted otherwife, can anfvver
the deflrabie purpofe of prevention, without
pofle fling a gently flimulating power.

This Prophylactic Liquid pofleffes fuch a
power, by means of which it excites in the
excretories of the glands of the urethra a tem-
porary vigour and a faiutary motion, which is
very fubfervient to the expulfion of the virus ;

therefore, fhould the injeClion be ufed whilfl:
the membrane of the urethra is in an inflamed
ffate, it muft neceflarily encreafe this; and
though even it had not that effeCt, it could not
always reach the feat of the infeClion, until the
inflammation has been firfl fubdued; after
which, the injection may be ufed with great
advantage for the complete cure of the difor-
der, and the prevention of a gleet.

I have been the more particular on this
head, in order that my intentions with refpeCl
to the different forms and time of ufing the
Prophylactic might be fufficiently underffood.



I am very fenfible that I have made feme de-
viation from methodical accuracy here, in
point of repetitions; but I have been led to

that from an anxious attention to the very
great importance of this part of my work; as
the fuccefs of the means very much depends
on having the principles upon which they are
to be exhibited rendered as plain as poffible;
and I hope this reafon will be accepted of as a
fatisfactory apology.

I fhail clofe this Section with obferving,
that notwithftanding the important utility of
injections, both preventative and curative,
and though fo much approved of by the moft
competent judges, there is hill an ahonifhing
prejudice prevailing with many people again#
them: nay, the very name is to fome quite
alarming; and no doubt with fome reafon;
for we are fufficiently aware that much mif-
chief has frequently been done by injections
improperly ufed. The fame may alfo be faid,
and with as much truth, with refpect to me-
dicines internally ufed. In neither cafe, how-
ever, can we juftly blame the refpective
modes of exhibition, abftractedly conlidered;
but the abufe or mifapplication of them; a



want of difcernment in the pra&itioner, by
making an injudicious ilbtimed ufe of means,
or, perhaps, applying the fame indiferiminate
means too generally. It is neceflary that
thofe fhould be varied according to conditional
circumftances in the cure of every difeafe; as
what would be very ufeful at one time, or ftage
of a complaint, might be as hurtful at ano-
ther; and vice verfa : but preventative appli-
cations are exempt from fuch conditional vari-
ations of management; for when they are to
be made ufe of, we are to fuppofe that the
parts are then in a found, healthy flate, and
not in the leaft changed from their natural
condition by any fort of morbid affedlion
whatever ; therefore the fame application may
invariably and very properly be ufed upon all
neceffary occafions.



Refactions on the poj/ibility of extirpating the
Venereal Difeafe.

'’jp HAT the prevention of the Venereal
Evil within a limited time after the in-

fection has been received, is abfolutely certain,
(fo far as any thing depending upon human
knowledge and execution may be deemed fo)
I have not the fmalleft doubt *. Admitting
then that unlimited experience will not fail
to corroborate my affertions refpedting the
efficacy of the means which I have given an
account of; and that the actual prevention of
the evil in queffion has been already proved
in the ufe of the Prophylactic Liquid; may
it not reafonably be inferred, (judging a pri-
ori) that were its ufe to be univerfally ex-
tended, a complete prevention, and confe-
quently a total extinction of the Venereal
Malady might be eventually effected ?

Indeed, I cannot fee how this fhould bear
the imputation of ambiguity, when we take

* This may feem a boldly afTerted opinion ; but I am fully
fatisfied ot being able to demon'tlrate the truth of what I have
advanced by real and unequivocal experiment.



an unbiased and impartial view of the mat-
ter. In the firft place, the evil treated of is
an exotic, which was accidentally brought
into this country at a particular sera: as a
difeafe, it is entirely adventitious in its nature,
and not fpontaneous, or fuch as we are conffi-
tutionally fubject to: it is always communi-
cated by a particular contact with an infect-
ed perfon; but never by any intermediate
conveyance, as in the cafe of moft, and I
believe all other difeafes produced from every
other fpecies of morbiferous contagion.—.
When, therefore, we confider thefe circum-
ffances; and alfo that we can eafily fubdue
and remove the infe&ious injury from all
thofe who are are at prefent affected with it;
and allowing me at the fame time that credit
for what I have afferted concerning the Pro-
phylactic which I confidently claim a right
to;—I fay, thofe circumffances collectively
confidered, why fhould there be difficulty in
acknowledging the poffibility of extinguiffiing
and entirely putting a period to the further
progrefs of this horrid evil ? I conceive, in-
deed, that this might be effected in a Ihort
time ; even in the fpace of a few months; but



it would require a general concurrence, nay,
an unanimous public exertion; as the executive
plan could not be effe&uated otherwise than
by feme inftitution regularly cftabiirtied by
iegiflative authority, and fnpported on a pub-
lic foundation.

Supposing, however, that the Venereal Evil
were to be extinguifhed in this country by a
temporary public fpirited exertion of the ftate:
it may be objected, that this would not fecure
us a permanent exemption from it; as we
fhould {till be liable to a revival of it amongft
us by means of foreign communication. That
no doubt would be the cafe; unlefs every
country with which we have intercourfe were
at the fame time alfo to adopt fimilar plans,
and efbablifli .proper infiitutions for the fame
falutary purpofe.

I cannot help thinking that fuch inllitutions
would be highly laudable, and of very im-
portant benefit to mankind; but I fear there
is too little reaibn to expedl fuch a happy
event as the univerfal eftablifhment of them;
and therefore, though on the conditionsI have
now ftated, the total expiration of the Vene-



real Evil appears pretty evidently to be pof-
lible ; yet when we conflder the complicated
difficulties that obflruCt the fulfilling of thefe
conditions; we are led obvioufly to perceive
the impracticability of accompliffiing fo de-
lireable an end.

Whatever may be the ideas of fome con-
cerning a fubjeCt which I have fird undertaken
the difcuffion of, or whatever may prove the
more general reception of this very imperfect
performance in the world, I am happy in re-
flecting that I was incited to the execution of
it from laudable motives only; and that my
own pofitive knowledge of the objeCt recom-

mended, confcioufly fnggefling and affording
me a conviction of its utility, has been the
prevailing caufe of my determination in now
making it public.

I (ball only add, that notwithflanding fuch a
preventative plan as I have hinted at fhould
never be univerfally adopted, nor any public
inflitution for that purpofe be eflablifhed, I
am induced, with a peculiar fatisfaClion, to

perfuade myfelf, that what I have faid on the
fubjeCt of prevention will prove to have been



well bellowed; as it will be the means of
diffeminating a very ufeful piece of informa-
tion amongft a conflderable number of indi-
viduals, who, duly impreffed with a prudent
regard for the fafety of their- health, will
thereby be directed to a certain expedient of
preferving it fecurely from the danger of Ve-
nereal Injury ; of which falutary advantage
they may very conveniently avail themfelves.

So that in the limited point of view only,
of the effential benefit to individuals, without
arriving at the full and perfed accomplilh-
ment of the objed * at which I have aimed,
I fhall be highly gratified from the folacing
refledion, that there is fome merit in having
rendered even a partial good to mankind.

For although I feel myfelf much fatisfied
under the pleafing influence of fuch an idea,
and would efleem that alone as an ample
compenfation for whatever pains I have taken
in forming this work, I have, neverthelefs,
flill in referve the additional fatisfadion, not
only in recognizing myfelf to be the author

* A total fubdu&lon of the Venereal Evil.



of an Invention qualified for affording con-
fummate utility; but alfo of enjoying the
rnoft flattering expectations, that the ufe of the
Prophylactic will in time become generally
extended, and as univerfally productive of
public good.

THE END,
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