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T H E

Editor’s Preface.

FROM the two following let-
ters it will evidently appear,
that Dcftor Wilkes intended

fome time or other to publifh this
Effay upon the Dropfy ; but from
his many avocations in his bufinefs,
of which no one had greater prac-
tice, fame and repute, in this and



The Editor's Preface.
the neighbouring counties, than he
had, being as remarkable for the
cure of the Difeafe here treated of,
as any other to which our bodies
are fubjed j and other very material
things happening, that deiign was
laid aii.de. It may perhaps be
thought neceffary that I fhouldO /

give the world fome reafons for
its now being publifhed, which may
be done in a few words. The
Doctor dying in the year 1760, his
library which was a very valuable
one, came to me, amono- whichJ J o

was this manufcript, and the two
before-mentioned letters. 1 have
been told by many that were the
Doctor's friends, and wdl-wiihers
to me, and fuch as are efceemcd
judges in thefe matters, that it‘was



The Editor’s Preface.
a thousand pities, fuch a work
fhould lie dormant, as it might
be of real ufe to fociety as well
as the faculty. From their ioliici-
tations and the great deiire 1 haveO

to do jufdce and honour to his
memory, as far as my abilities will
reach, I have at length undertaken,
to tranferibe it, as it was greatly
interlined, and very difficult in
many places to be made out; but as
no one had better opportunity of
knowing and being acquainted with
the Doctor’s hand-writing than

CD

myfelf, having been brought up by
him from a child, I thought my-
felf the propereft perfon to perform
that office : but as I do not pre-
tend to underftand all the phyfical
terms, my {lndies having been



The Editor’s Preface,iv
directed another way, viz. to the
care of the foul, if there fhould
be any material miftakes or omif-
ilons in the book, I muft take the
blame to myfelf, and aik pardon of
the learned world.

Stafford,
Jan. 16tb,

1772.
THO s

. UNETTS.



Copy of a Letter from Dr. Burton,
to Dr. Wilkes.

Sir,

‘ T THINK myfelf much obliged
c JL to you for your very ufeful Trea-
c tife of the Dropfy. It is the com-
c pleateft I have met with upon that
4 fubjedt, and the faculty may in al-

-4 moft one view look upon everything
4 that is really worth their knowing
4 upon that difeafe. An idle man, it
4 he reads it with great attention, will
4 make abundant advantage of your
4 induftry, and may in a few days in-



4 form himfelf of what mud necefla-
-4 rily have taken up a great deal of
4 your time, in collecting and digeft-
-4 ing into fo good order. But as you
4 defire me to fpeak as rigidly as an

c uncar did perfon could do of the
4 performance, fuch a one might per-
-4 haps fay you have entertained us
4 with too much ot other peoples,
4 and too little of your own : which
4 was a general cenfure of our friend
4 Dr. Holland’s book of the final!-
4 pox. I would not be fo far mif-
-4 underflood, as to compare his little
4 treatife with yours, which confef-
-4 fes fuperior learning, and is infi-
-4 nitely more full and compleat. I
4 only give you a hint, whether it
4 may not be advifeable to omit now

j

4 and then feme of the lefs material



c quotations. He would have pleafed
ius more3 had he but pleafed us lefs,
c has been a very common tho’ an
* uncandid cenfure of a good per-
c formance. For my own part, I
c fhould be unwilling to lofe any of
c it. But the generality3 who will
i be offended if they poffibly can,
£ may reflect upon it as a laborious
6 and perhaps a tedious collection.
£ As to the fir ft epithet, I really
c think we are greatly obliged and
£ advantaged by the care you have
c taken; astothefecond, they muft be
c very fliperficial who would not with
i pleafure revolve every part of a life-
c ful fubjeft, that is fo thoroughly
4 and confequently fo fatisfadorily
£ treated. I have been fo very much



c engaged ox late, that I have not ex-o o 1

c a mined it with that cate which it
€ deferves. I propofe to indulge
c upon it, if you can fuffer it fome
c time longer in my hands, and to
c give you my thoughts more parti-
‘ cularly upon it. I will at the fame
c time fend you a hint or two of the
c ufe of gas fulphuris given to thequan-
c tity of three drachms in about two
c ounces and an half pf a bitter tinc-
c ture twice a day, as a moft efficaci-
c ous deobftruent and diuretical me-
c dicine, in this difeafe, as I have
< frequently experienced. If you
c pleafe to make trial of it, with a
4 moderate dofe of oxymel fcylliti-
c cum at night, I believe you will be
1 very well pleafed with it. The



c gas fulphuris, even in fo high a dofe,'
4 gives little offence to the ftomach.
4 Pyrmont water with good old hock,
4 acidulated with this volatile gas,
4 makes a very grateful and very ufe-
-4 ful liquor for a Dropffcal patient.
4 I lately faw a gentleman, who was
4 judged to have the hydrops pe£loris
4by his phyhcians at Derby, and
4 came hither to me in a cafe feem-
* ingly deplorable, in a fortnight’s
4 time furprifingly relieved by the
4 eafy method above mentioned.
4 After a dyfpncea that he had la-
-4 boured under for two years, at laft
4 his legs, thighs, and belly were
4 confiderably fwelled. A jaundice
4 was funeradded to his Dropfy,
* with great weaknefs, an entirely



‘ loft appetite, and a very frnall
c quantity of a very high-coloured
c urine. But in little more than a
£ fortnight’s time, his great difficulty
‘of breathing, yellownefs, and fvvel-
£ ling were removed. He made great
£ quantities of water, and recovered
< his appetite and ftrength fo far,
< that the beginning of next week he
c returns into Derbyffiire again, where
6 I believe his friends never expeded
<to fee him. I really thought, the
< nio-ht before I direded him the a-

'O

«bovementianed method, that he
c could not poifibly have fubfifted
< forty-eight hours. I had not trou-
£ bled you, with this cafe, if the
<recovery had not been chiefly
i owhiP’ to the only medicine, 1

<0 »



‘ think, you have not taken notice
‘ of in your very valuable treatife,
■ by which you have highly obli-
ged,

Sir,

Your very faithful.

And obedient Servant,

Dover-ilrect,
Sept. 16th, T. BURTON.

17.U-



Copy of a Letter, from Dr, Wilkes,
to Dr. Burton.

Willenhall, Sept. 25th, 1731.

SIR,

c T AM not at all ambitious of be-
c coming an author, but if I fliould,
( I (hall moll certainly obferve the di-
(rections of Horace—Si quid tameu
c dim fcripferis, in metu defcendat
c judicis aures, et patris, et noftras,
( nonumque prematur in annum, &c.
( Phylick, after all the improvements
‘ hitherto made, is even at this day but



c conje&ural. It has long been mf
c opinion, that the only way to bring
€ it to certainty, would be to fhew in
c one view, what has been already
* done in each diftemper, that by this
* means we might be affined what
* was really wanting, for many things
£of the antients, have frequently
* been published for new inventions.
c If in my Effay I have done this in
c the Dropfy, I have my aim; but

c muff leave it to you and the learned
c to determine, whether my way of
6 thinking is right. You fee I have
c taken fome pains in this affair ;

c and I was unwilling to go farther,
c till I knew how my friends appro-
€ ved the delign. Sir John Floyer has
c perufed the effay, and encourages



cme to proceed to finifh it, but I
£ fball much fooner rely upon your
c judgment. I prefumed on your
c goodnefs, and fent you the rough
c draught ; but I ought to afk par-
c don for it, becaufe I am fenlible
€ there are many excrefcencies to be
* pared off, and many deficiencies,
c 1 fear, to be fupplied ; of which
€ the gas fulph. is one, for which I
c fhall always own the obligation.
£ Perfedlion is what one of my mean
c abilities and obfcurity can have no
c pretence to; but as you have been
c always ready to affift me in diffi-
c culties, fo now if you’ll pleafe to
c favour me with your obfervations
i on this work, 1 fliall hope to fee it
c correct at lead, if not abfolutely



c perfect. ’Tis true it chiefly con-
c lifts of the labours of other men,
4 but as it is htjiortcal, 1 thought I
c ought to produce vouchers for
c every thing I advanced. No one
c man 1 believe ever faw all the fe-
-4 veral forts of Dropfies mentioned
c in the anatomical hiftories; and I
4 am hire no one man could invent
c all the different methods of cure,
4 and the great variety of medi-
c cines, which I have there collected.
* I beg that in your obfervations
4 you would act with the utmoft
4 feverity ; becaufe when a friend
4 gives correction, his hand is apt to
cbe too tender and gentle. You
4 may have the book as long as you
4 pleafe ; and when I have tranfcri-



* bed it again, I hope it will appear
c before you in a much better drefs;
c and am,

Sir,

Your mod: obedient,

And very humble Servant,

RICH0
. WILKES.



The na-
ture of
things,
how
known
to us.

the

P R E F AC E.

WHEN we talk of the na-
ture of things, and frame
arguments from thence a

priori , as they are called, we are all
in the dark ; and fuch arguments
muft be true or falfe purely as they
are fupported or contradicted by
particular matters of fad. Indudion
is the only fare way that we have of
coming at truth ; which made the old



The PREFACE.

philofophers fay, it lay in a deep well,
and was therefore hard to be come at.
Such arts only are now perfeft, where
an enumeration has been made of all
the particular cafes that can poffibly
happen in them. From thefe parti-
culars, thofe general rules are formed
which are given by the beft matters.
In trigonometry, whether plain or
Ipherical, all the cafes that ever can
occur to us mutt come within a cer-
tain number, now known to every
body. In geometry, all fort of curves
that can be drawn have been enume-
rated, and from thence their nature,
whether as fquarable or not, is eafily
learnt: and in logic, all the fyllogifms
that can be formed mutt come with-
in fuch a number of modes and fi-
gures. By obferving the conftant



xixThe P R E F A C E.

motion of the planets, and their be-
ing found in fuch and fuch parts of
the heavens, at fuch and fuch times
of the year, the curves they defcribe,
the time of their revolutions, eclip-
fes, 6cc. have come to be determined
to the utmoft nicety, and the nature
of comets muft in time be difcovered.
By this means fuch things as appeared
to be beyond the compafs of human
reafon, have been made plain and
eafy even to mean capacities. There
has however in all ages been a refer-
vednefs in great men ; I know not
whether it may not better deferve the
name of pride ; which has been of
vaft difadvantage to the world. I
mean that method of keeping their
difcoveries as fecrets, or propoling
them as difficulties, when they them-



The PREFACE.XX

Why the
art of
phytic is
fo far
from per-
fection.

felves were already mailers of them.
By this means the progrefs of arts
and fciences has been much hindered,
and the time of ingenuous perfons
employed about trifles, which might
have been of much greater fervice to
mankind. This is one : but the great-
eft reafon why the art of healing, after
fo many thoufand years, is yet fo far
from perfection, is, becaufe fuch an
enumeration has not been made ofall
the difeafes a human body is fubjecl
to, and from thence of their true the-
ory, and all the poiilble ways of cu-
ring them. The antients undoubt-
edly fet out right, when they only
made ufe of ftmple medicines in all
their diforders, and when any was
found ferviceable recorded it in their
temples. Had this method been pur-



xxiThe P R E F A C E.

fued, we might at this day have feen
as certain rules in this as any other
art ; but men thought themfelves
matters of the bufinefs too foon3 and
therefore ran into the theory of
difeafes, and compoiltion of medi-
cines, before they had laid a fuffici-
ent foundation in the particulars of
either* They indeed wanted what
we enjoy, a good foundation in ana-
tomy, and from thence the circula-
tion of the blood and juices* Thele
are the balls upon which the nature
of all diforders are founded, and
from thence they mutt be accounted
for.

Our commerce with the Indian,
American, and other parts, of the
World, has furnifhed us with many



xxii The P R E F A C E.
Simple
medi-
cines not
yet fuffi-
ciently
tried*;

fimples unknown to them ; and the
art of chymiflry has fupplied us with
a number of compounds, whofe force
and efficacy is much greater than
thofe of any medicine they were ac-
quainted withal. Since phvhc has
been made a trade, there is not in-
deed fo much room left for the ufe
of Ample medicines ; and yet, in
extreme cafes, we mull; always triifh
to one, otherwife we may as well
kill as cure. By this method, Opium
has been found to be infallible in
eaflng pain, and giving a check to
all kinds of fluxes; and by this me-
thod, the Peruvian Bark has been
found as certain in the cure of inter-
mitting fevers and mortifications.
At prefent we feem to be fatisfied
that cancers are incurable, and that



The P R E F A C E.

all fcrophulous tumours are very hard
to be removed : but if we have re-
gard to the nature of thefe diforders,
we know they can only be caufed
by an obftrudled circulation, and
that the reafon why we now pro-
nounce them fo much above the
power of medicine, is, becaufe we
have not diffidently tried the pow-
er of feveral fimples in thefe difor-
ders.

Had we a fufficient number of
hiftories Ihewing how far each dim-
ple would go, either in flopping or
removing fuch kind of obflru&ions,
we might then, with far more certain-
ty than we can at prefent, pronounce
which of them was curable or other-
wife. Diacodium and fpirits of vitriol



The PREFACE.

have but lately been found ferviceable
in the fmall-pox ; fo has fpirits of
hartfhorn in children’s convulhons,
and obftrudled perfpiration, which
is the general caufe of fevers. The
latter of thefe has already much lef-
fened the confumption of theriaca
and diafcordium, thofe tedious and
naufeous compoiitions of the anti-
ents, and will in time, if I guefs right,
quite drive them from their ftrong
hold the difpenfatory. In all fevers
more may now be done by this fpirit,
R menus’s mixture of fait of worm-
wood, and juice of lemons, or the
fpirits and elixir of vitriol, rhubarb,
ipecacuanha, cantharides, and the
bark, than by all the numberlefs
numbers of medicines to be met



The PREFACE.

True
theory of
diTea fes9
whence..

with in the Greek, Roman, Ara-
bian, and German phyficians. (a)

As to the theory of difeafes : fince
philofophy has been introduced into
phyfic, we find it has undergone
many alterations, according as this or
that has been the falhionable lyftem.
The doCtrines of Ariftode, Des Car-
tes, and the chymifts, have all had
their feveral turns in this account, and,
like tapers, have only been lighted up
to fupply the true fun for a time;
but, at their going out, have left the
world in the lame darknefs as it was
before their appearance. The bufi-
nefs of attraction, and mathematical
calculations, at prefent engrofs all
qui thoughts, and hardly any thing

(a) See Obf. 4.. Ch. 6«,
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in phyfic will go down with us with-
out a diagram or algebraical equation.
3 Tis true our bodies are only a re-
gular mafs of folids and fluids, put
together in a moft beautiful order.
The latter move, in a healthy Hate,
with great regularity and exadtnefs j

and when the body is out of order,
this motion is very much altered and
confufed. All this every body muft
allow ; but then before we can come
to any certainty in this cafe, we muft
exactly know all the feveral kinds of
fluids whereof our bodies confift.
3Tis but lately that the lymph and
its circulation was difcovered > the
animal fpirits are yet a thing in dif-
pute ; and whether time may difcover
any?other fort, is what no man at pre-
fent can affirm. Now when thefe



The P R E F A C E.

fluids are all once known ; their dif-
ferent communications one with an-
other, and the general laws of fluids
moving in conical and cylindrical
tubes once fettled, (for at prefent I
can’t find that they are) then, and
not till then, we may perhaps have
the nature of an intermitting fever
exprefled by a biquadratic or fome
other kind of equation; and that of
a continued one, by an equation of a
higher power. The gout and can-
cer may then come under fome of
the forms in Sir Ifaac Newton’s
quadrature of curves, or of a multi-
nomial confifting of more terms than
any in this, or any other author, who
has yet written upon fluxions. As
the cafe now Hands, we muft not ex-
pect any thing of this kind. There
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are too many things wanting to bring
the theory of difeafes to fo much cer-
tainty; and therefore I fhall only ob~
ferve, that till ‘the large gap in tho
defiderata which Dr. Cheney (a) has
difcovered in this kind of theory is
filled up, we muft defpair of feeing
any fuch equations. Befides, could
we hope to fee fuch kind of calcula-
tions, there are few perfons I fear
would be able to apply the theorem
in particular cafes with ~advantage to
their patients; becahfe, in fuch tedi-
ous calculations as forne of them muft
be, a miftake of a letter, figure, or
iign, might ruin all, and by a fmall
flip of the pen deftroy the life of the

(a ) See his Theory of Medicine, before his new
Theory of Fevers, p. 23.
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What is
to be ex-
pe£ted in
the fol-
lowing
difcourfc.

party we were fo deflrous to pre-
ferve.

A mathematical theory of difeafes
then not being likely to appear in our
time, upon the foundation mention-
ed above ; and if it did, lince there
might be great difficulty and hazard
in the application ; I have underta-
ken in the following ffieets, in another
way, to fettle the theory and cure of
a difeafe, which carries off great num-
bers of both fexes yearly. If what I
have here written will but contribute
to the faving the life of any one per-
fon, I fhall think my time, which
has not been a little, very well em-
ployed; and if I am any way miftaken,
I hope I ffiall meet with a favourable
excufe, at leaf! from the learned and
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candid reader, fince It was under-
taken with a good defign ; and as
for critical and other ill-natured cen-
fures, I fliall both defpife them and
their authors.

Thefollowing treatife then is found-
ed upon the folid bafts of induction. A
man may with eafe write a theory of
a diftemper, and fo fit cafes exactly
to that theory : but this I think is a
very erroneous way of proceeding,
and is never likely to bring matters
to a certainty. I have taken a very
different courfe ; but whether the
reft of the world will be of my opi-
nion I know not ; only this I can
fafely fay, fome of thofe who are
now at the head of our profeffion
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gave me encouragement to go thro’
with the undertaking.

The cafes here picked up were
written by feveral perfons in different
ages, without fo much as once think-
ing of the ufe that is here made of
them : and therefore, if the conclusi-
ons I have drawn from them are fuch
as naturally and eafily follow from
the premifes, I hope the world may
receive them as certain and undeni-
able truths. By this method of wri-
ting, the labour, great care and pains
of our predeceffors may be made fer-
viceable to pofterity, and confequently
may very juftly be faid to anfwer the
end for which they were recorded.
I am apt to think no man now living.
or that ever did live in any age or
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place, has or ever had an opportunity
of collecting fuch a great variety of
cafes from his own experience ; and
therefore I hope, as the whole defign
is hiftorical, 1 fhall not be called a
plagiary, for making fo free with the
writings of other men. The very
nature of a work like this is founded
upon what has happened at all times,
and in all parts of the world, and
muft therefore be collected from the
writings of the beft authors'; and of
fuch only I hope I have here made
choice. In the hiftory of mens ac-
tions, as they happen but once, the
authors, which lived neareft thofe
times, always bear the greateft fway
with us, and their teftimonies muft in
a great meafure force our affent. In
this treatife, every article is taken



PREFACE

from the relations of fuch as were
eye-witnefles of and privy to every
thing that happened during the whole
feene of adlion, fo that nothing can
in this cafe be required farther, efpe-
cially, lince it cannot be fuppofed
they could have any advantage by ini-
pofing upon us with their narrations.
Now as a human body is, and mull
he the fame in all ages, as to the
fluids and folids whereof it is compo-
fed, fo it mu ft confequently be fub-
jedt in all the ages of the world to
the fame kind of diforders. Tis true,
luxury will add feme new difeafes to
theaccount, and will perhaps heighten
the fymptoms of the old ones ; But
in the general, 1 think we may fairly
conclude, that the things which have
in any cafe given relief heretofore,
may in the like circumftances in fuc-*
ceeding generations do the fame a-
gain. If more of the common dife



PREFACE.
eafes were treated in the fame man-
ner, we fhould mod: certainly know
the nature of them better than we
do at prefent, and might more rea-
dily know when to expedf, and how
to fet about their cure. For my own
part, I fhould be extremely pleafed
with fuch accounts, and am in hopes
oi feeing fomething of this kind come
from the pens of fuch whofe abilities
are far fuperior to mine. I don’t
think it reafonable that theory fhould
only meet with encouragement, when
the practical part of phyfic is chiefly
to be -regarded. If we had not fo
many general fyftems, but more par-
ticular accounts or feveral difeaies,
the world would receive more advan-
tage from the writings of great men,
than it does at prefent, for tho’ many
undertake, very few, or perhaps none,
are capable of performing fo great a
work.



Whence the
word Drop*
{y.

CHAP. I.

Of the Nafney andfeveral Kinds of
dropsies.

ALMOST all the nations of Eu-
rope have given a name to the
ditiemper, whereof I propofe a

fhort hiftory in the following fheets, that
either tignifies water abfolutely, or has forne
allution to it. The Greeks frequently
called it only (a) water, and fometlmes
joined in competition a (b) word tignlfy-
ing the face, afpedt, or external appearance
of a thing; fo that by both together they
meant, that the perfon afflicted with this
diforder, had too much water in him, as
was evident by his complexion. The [c)
Romans, and from them the (J) French, and

(a) vtcop, vhpo?, water, (b) the face, afpe#,
or external appearance of a thing; whence and
(c ) Hydrops, Hydropifis. They alfo called it aqua
Jntercus or aqua inter cutem, i. e. water within, or
under the fkin. (d) Hydropifie.



Of the Several Kinds
many other nations, derive their names of
this difeafe from the latter of thefe Greek
words. Perhaps fome may think our word
Dropfy is of the fame origin ; but I am of
opinion, we have it from our Saxon an-
ceiiors. With them dropas was the fame
as drops are now, and ea or ey the fame as
water ; fo that altho’ the word comes from
a different quarter, yet the diftemper which
we mean by it, is the very fame as it was
among the Greeks and Romans.

We often fay in Englifh, that a hu-
mour falls upon this or that part of the
body, and fo caufes illnefs.

The antients had the fame idea, and ac-
cordingly gave names to feveral diforders
which are ail derived from words of the
like fignifkation. Catarrh, Diarrhoea, and
Rheumatifm, all come from a ( e) Greek
verb, which fignifies to flow or run like
water. Gout, and Gutteta (/), a name
fometimes given to the Epilepfy or falling-
ficknefs, come from a Latin word, for a

(e) p ica, to run or flow like water.
(f) Gutta a drop, thence la goute, gout; and la

goute de tete, the drop of the head, whence gutteta,
the falling-ficknefs.
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Who fub-
jedl to if.

Its feverai
kinds.

I. Tymp*-
ny.

drop : and the word Diabetes fgj means no
more than a fyphon or tube, thro’ which
water paffes. This lad: difeafe is like wife
fometimes called a Dropfy to the chamber-
pot (h), and a Diarrhea by urine.

The Dropfy is a difeafe, fays Aretasus,
which is common to ail ages and fexes ;

men, women and children, being afilidlcd
with it indifferently, tho’ fome bodies are
more liable to it than others. Women
after the time of their menfes, are much
more frequent fufferers by it than at any
other age ; tho’ young ones, efpecially thofe
that are barren, often yield to its too power-
ful attacks. There are fome forts peculiar.
only to men, as the Hydrocele; fome to
women, as the Hydrops uteri ; and fome
more frequently happen to children, as the
Hydrocephalus.

Hippocrates, Aretasus, and fome other of
the antients, made four forts of Dropfies.
If the belly fwelled, and when flruck upon
would found like a drum, they called it a
Tympany fij m If it fwelled round with a

(g) Siccwrvf, a fiphon, pipe, faucet, &c.
(h) vstf>os lie ot julSoL: sis’ o
( i) TvfA.'nrctvirTrr, Tympanites i from rijuTram

a drum.
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a. Afcites.

Leutco-
phlegmacy.

4. AaarCuv
ca.

protuberance like a bottle, they gave it
the name (£) Afcites j if the whole body
fwelled, and the fkin feemed to be filled
with a white, thick, cold phlegm, it ob-
tained the name of Phlegmacy, or (/) Leu-
cophlegmacy.

C. Aurelianus {m) ’tis true affigns ano-
ther reafon for this name; for he fays, that
in this diftemper fome vomit up a white,
thick humour, and that others void it by
ftool; from whence his probable this name
may as well be derived, as from the colour
of the lick perfon’s fkin. Laftly, if the
fweliing of the whole body continues, the
fleih waftes, and turns to a watry, bloody
and thin humour, like that which flows
from ulcers of the inteflines, or fuch as is
let out from under the fkin after a bruife;
then, fays (72) Aretaeus, we call it an Anafarca.
How often diforders of this kind might be
found in Cappadocia, is out of my power
to determine ; hut I think I may be pretty
pofitive that few or none fuch are now.

(k ) afcites; from a.azls', a bottle.
(l) cpMylu*TicfS, from <t>\iy/ux, phlegm.
(m) C. Aurei. cap. 8, p. 470.
(n) Aret. op. p. 57. ’Awatfwt, from xm, all over anti

defh.
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Reduced to
two.

or ever were, to be met with in Great
Britain.

Others of the aotients, as P. fEgineta,
Al. Traliian, and many of the moderns,
allow of three forts only: viz. the Afcites,
Tympany and Anafarca, leaving out of the
account the Leucophlegmacy, which feems
to be a fpecies of the Anarfares } and tho*
perhaps common enough in Greece, yet, ac-
cording to Mr, Lifter, is very rarely found
in England.

If we take a fbridl view of tbefe feveral
opinions of the antients about the different
kinds of this diftemper, we fhall find that,
according to their own dodlrine, there could
be only two forts of viz, the
Afcites and the Anafarca; for in a Tympany
they fuppofed there was little or no wa-
ter (o); and a Leucophlegmacy differs only
in degree from an Anafarca, as will I hope
in the following dilcourfe moil evidently
appear.

(o) Hippocrates by a catachrefis, according to fome,
calls this diforder the dry dropfy or dropfy
without water; tho’ others think by thefe words he
only means a dropfy that is attended with a dry belly
or coftivenefi.
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Hspatias
tend Spk-
nit-s.

Originaland
,fymproma-
ticai.

Bilious and
lymphatic.

Diodes fpj gave the name of Hepatlas
and Splenites to the Afcites, becaufe he
and many others after him fuppofed, that
this diforder always came from a fault of
the fpleen or liver ; but this dodtrine will
be proved to be erroneous in the fequei of
this diicourfe.

Ah Trallian (q) fays, all dropfies may
be confidered as original or fymptomatical $

the former coming from an ill habit of
body only, the latter being the offspring
of other difeafes.

Dr. Leigh divides this diflemper into
the bilious and lymphatic j but as this
idiftindlion is founded in the caufes of this
diforder, he might either have left out the
jfirft fort, or might have added feveral more :

for as a bilious Dropfy, according to him,
proceeds from thick condenfated choler,
obflrudling both the glands and biliary
pores of the liver j fo the pancreatic, ne-
phritic, &c. might equally deferve a place
in his account, when the juices of the pan-
creas, kidneys, &c. become fo vifcid as to

(p) C. Aurelian. cap. B. p. 471. war/etc, from
the liver ; from vttmv the fpleen.

(q) Al. Tral. op. p. 136.
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II ereditary.

fwell and fill thofe vifcera with a watry
humour, (r)

Hippocrates ff) is the firft, and a! moil
the only author* who makes mention of an
hereditary Dropfy, or one that is derived to
us by our parents. Many difiempers, viz.
gout* rheumatifm, confumptioo, afthma,
&c. are by the generality of mankind al-
lowed to be hereditary* but there is not
any hypothefis yet advanced in Phyfic*
which is able to give fatisfadlion to the
mind of an inquifitive perfbn about the
rcafon why this fhould be fo. Hence I
prefame it is, that this kind of Dropfy, tho*
mentioned by the divine old mao, is lo
rarely to be found in authors of a later

J

date. ’Tis pofiible that the prefent nor any
fubfequent principles of natural philofophy
may not be able to folve this and many other
difficulties; but that this is fo in fact, is
out of the power of the greatefi: fceptic to
difpute, I have a female relation about co
years of age, who has been fubjedt to a

(r) Dr. Leigh’s natural hidory of Chefture, he,

B. 2. p. 69.
(f) Lib. praedift, 2. p. 89. «cvri yarns, from the birth,

or femea genitale.
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Dropfy from her infancy. ' Her mother la*
homed under the fame diforder when (he

was with child of her, and after fome years
died of this obffinate diflemper. For
twenty years together this young woman
took all manner of medicines, that could
be contrived for her by the bed; phylicians
which were then in the neighbourhood, in
hopes, fome time or other, to get quit of
this fo troublefome a companion ; but all to
no purpofe.

For thefe lad eighteen or twenty years of
her life, die has condantly taken, about the
time of the equinoxes, two or three dofes of
fome bride purging medicine; and now and
then at other times of the year, when the
dwelling of her legs, belly, or Ihortnefs
of breath has increafed upon her to any
degree. By this means (lie has enjoyed a
tolerable good date of health from the time
file began with this method, and is now
(t) able to perform all the neceffary affairs of
life, without much trouble to herfelf, or
thofe that are about her.

(tj So faid 1740,



ef DROPSY. 9

By effufioa
and infiltra-
tion.

Eag-dropfy.

A French furgeon (u) has lately given
us a couple of new names for a dropfy.
According to him all dropiies are caufed by
effufion or infiltration. When any part of
the body fwells gently, the humour being
very thin and fubtile, that part is faid to be
infiltred with the humour. This way of ex-
prefilon Mr. Le Dran (x) often ufes, and it
now common among the French furgeons.
When the humour is more grofs, and the
tumour comes on quicker, the veffels per-
haps being burfl, it is then faid to be caufed
by efFufion. Much has been advanced con-
cerning the propriety of thefe expreffions,
and whoever has a mind to be fatisfied may
confult the authors here quoted, (y)

Nuck fzy/firft mentioned the Hydrops
faccatus, or Bag-dropfy. Here the water
is included in a cyftis, bag or hydatid. This
is a proper difijndtion as will appear by feve-
ral examples to be met with in this treatife.

When there are more than one of thefe
bags, or hydatids, it may then not impro-

(u) Garengeot’s chirurg. operat. p. 144.
(x) See his operations.
(y) Adenographia curiofa, p. 127.
(z) Dr. Friend’s hift. ofphyfic, vol. 2. p, and Med,

EIT. Edin. vol. j. p, 242.
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Veficular.

Hot and
cold*

Partial and
sniverfal.

perly be called Hydrops veficularis, or the
Bladder-dropfy. Aretells fa) makes men-
tion of this kind j ’tis very common, and
many hiftories of it may be found in this
cfifay.

As fome dropfies are attended with great
heat, third, pain in the legs, feet, &c, &c,
others are more cold, without any of thefe
fymptoms y fo the former fort may not im-
properly be called hot or inflammatory drop-
lies, and the latter cold or phlegmatic.

The moil eafy and natural divifion of
dropfies, in my opinion, is into partial and
univerfal; the former fort affedting fome one
part of the body only, and the latter fpread-
ing itfelf all over from head to foot: this
may be called an Anafarca, as the former
will take its name from the part affefted,
the general word Dropfy being joined to it.
In the abdomen ’tis always an Afcites ; but
in the head, bread, womb, &c. ’tis a Drop-
fy of the head, bread, &c.

Now tho’ according to this lad divifion
we iuppofe the feat of a partial Dropfy to be
fixed in one part of the body only, yet we
mud allow that in time many other even

(a) De chronic, lib. 6. cap. i.
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Confident
as an ab-
fcefs.

remote parts may be affeded.. Thus in the
Afcites, tho’ the part which firfl; fuffers mufh
be feme of the vifeera contained in the ca-
vity of the abdomen, yet in time the legs,
ferotum, 6cc. will fwell, the breath will be-
come Abort, and many other dangerous and
troublefome lymptoms by degrees will arife.

Montanus tells us, that he had feen a
man dropflcal in his arm, and another in his
neck only ; and that a dropfy therefore may
be looked upon as an Abfcefs, which may
happen to any part of the body, (b) This
indeed is the only true light in which a
Dropfy fhould be viewed 3 for it will here-
after be plainly proved, that in a confirmed
Dropfy the lymphatics mufl be burft, and
that they confequently mufl difcharge their
contents upon the part affedled, which is in
reality an Abfcefs, tho’ the blood-veffels are
not broken; for tho’ lymph may at firfl be
extremely clear and tranfparent, it will foon
thicken when the membranes inflame.

Before I quit this head, I mufl; beg leave
to make one obfervation, viz. that in read-
ing antient authors, whether Greek, or
Latin, the word Hydrops is generally to

(b) J. Bapt. Montan. confil. p. 635.
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Accute and
Chronical.

be underflood of the Afcites, or Dropfy of
the belly only. Indeed the generality of
mankind, even at this day, take the word
Dropfy in the fame fenfe. This I prefume
is owing to Dropfies happening more fre-
quently in this, than any other part of the
body.

There is but one other diviflon of this
diftemper worthy to be mentioned here.
With regard to the time of duration* Drop-
fies may be called acute or galloping; and
flow or chronical, Inftances of both kinds
may be met with in the following hiflories.



#/ D R O P S Y.

Water on
the «utWe»

Within tke
jfkuii.

CHAP. 11.

Anatomical hiftories of fuch perfons ,

as have been adjudged to be drop-
* ftcai in fame part or other of the

body while alive y or after death
have been foundfo.

Sect. i. In the head.

Hift. i. A GENTLEMAN about 40
-Z"JL years of age, had a large tu-

mor on the os lamboides, fomewhat bigger
than a goofe egg. It was taken off by in-
cilion, and in it was contained a crude
ferum, and towards the bottom of it were
fome dregs that feemed to be a melicerous
matter, (c)

Hift. 2. A boy at three months old, born
of found parents, had his head begin to

(c) Wifeman’s furg. vol. 1. p. 219.
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fwell, and in lefs than five months more it
was grown to be much larger than that of a
man. The parts were fo diftended and the
water fo clear, that the child’s head being
placed againfi: a candle or the fun, the
water might very eafily be diflinguifhed.
A young furgeon opened the fore-part of
the ikull on the right fide, from which
wound about a pint of clear water was
difcharged. This flux could not be flopped
by any art, fo that the child died in 36 hours,
being then 9 months and 4 days old. (d)

Hill. 3. in the head of a child two years
and a half old, there were found five quarts
of a thin, pale, infipid liquor, which lay
between the dura and pia mater, and in
the ventricles of the brain.

This child was always merry, and neither
troubled with drowfinefs, pain in the head,
want of appetite, or indigeftion, only his
fight and fenfe of fmelling were not very
acute. It was only troubled with gripes two
or three days before it died. Ail the vifcera
were found, but the guts were extremely
full of (e) wind. This water has fome-

(d) Fabr. Hiidan. cent. 3. obf. 17.
(e) Phiiof. tranf. abridg. vol. 3. p. 28, 29.
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times been difcharged at the ears, as in the
cafe of a patient of Odonus at Bonona, who
being ill of a fever with pain in the head,
a large meafure of clear water came this
way from him. (f)

Hill. 4. The head of a boy about feven
months old, without any preceding ilnefs,
began to fwell, and at the end of two years
and a half he fell into a lethargy, and died ;

when the circumference was more than an
ell and quarter and fomething more from
ear to ear over crofs. In the two anterior
ventricles of the brain were nine quarts of
water clear as cryftal, the fubflance of the
brain being diflended like a fack. The
dura and pia mater were flretched in the
fame manner, but whole; and the fkuli
was fo very thin, that it Teemed more like a

membrane than a bony fubflance. There
was no vilible paffage to be found, whereby
this water made its way into the head. All
the other vifeera were found.

He eat, drank, and llept well; but the
body was emaciated. He could neither
hear, fee, fpeak or underfland, and his

(f) Marcel. Donatus, hift. med. mirab. !. 2. c. 12. p.
229.



Of the Several Kinds

Kydatldcs.

arms, legs, and eyes, were often con-
vulfed. (g)

Hift. 5. A boy about five years old had his
head as big as a man’s, fo that he could not
bear up the weight of it, but was forced to
lye upon the bed continually ’till he died.
In this head were five pints of water ; which
being taken away, there appeared nothing
but an empty cavity, fo that many thought
there had been no brain. At length it was
found to have loft its fpherical form by the
preffure of the water, and like a thick mem-
brane to adhere clofely to the arched cir-
cumference of the divided bones. This
child retained his fenfes all along, which
feemed wonderful; fince many have been
feized with the falling-ficknefs, lethargy,
foolidmefs, and incurable madnefs, when by
any accident the form of the brain has been
altered. ( h)

Hift. 6. That great fcholar and ilates-
man, Thomas Sackville, Lord Buckhurft,

(g) Fabr. Hild. cent. 1. obf. 10. See a/fo cent. 3.
obT. 19. and C. Pifo de colluv. ferof. obf. 83 & 93.-
J. Schenk, obf. med. 1. 1. p. n.

(h) N. Tulp. lib. 1. obf. 24. See alfo Phllof. tranf.
abridg, vol. 3. p. 26.—Chefelden’s, anatem. p. 223.
and Dr. Turner’s art of furgery, vol. 1. p. 196, Si c.
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Hydatidfaand firft Earl of Dorfet; who had been fo

long in favour with Queen Elizabeth, died
at the council table, 13 March 1603, as he
w7 as taking a paper out of his bofom.

Many conjectures were made, and feveral
reafons affigned, for his hidden death ; but
upon opening his head, there were found in
it feveral little bags or bladders full of clear
water, one or more of which Mr. Eachard
(/) fuppofes might burft, and fo inftantly
caufe a total privation of fenfe, motion,
and life.

Hilt. 7. On the 18th of November 1692,
a boy of 14 dying, who had long been af-
flicted with delirium and convulsions, a large
glafs of clear water was found extravafated
in the anterior ventricles of the brain,
which was the caufe of ail the fymptoms,
and his death (k).

Hift. o. On the 22dof December, 1739,
died one Mrs. Bennet of Woolverhampton,
who for many months bad complained by
fits of a pain in the right fide of her head
near the corona] future, which fhefaid might

(i) Hift. ofEngl. b. 4. c. 1. p. 926.-"-Bale’s di&ion.
under the word Dorfet.

(k) M. Saviard Obf, Chirurg. 89.
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be covered with a half-penny. This was
called Clavus Hyftericus, and all her difor-
der hyfterical. During the laft month or
fix weeks of her life, whenever the pain
was moll fevere, her urine came from her
infenfibly, and about a fortnight before her
death, fhe loft the ufe of her left arm and
leg. She generally, when in pain, turned
her head backwards, her face being up-
wards, which I thought convulfive, but
thofe about her faid it was a cuftom or
trick which fhe had acquired. Between the
cerebrum and cerebellum was fix or eight
ounces of an infipid water, clear as from a
fpring or ftill, that would not coagulate
with heat, but evaporated entirely, leaving
only a final! quantity of fait behind. Un-
der the dura mater where the pain had been,
was a fmall fubftance of the reticular, or

polypus kind, that ran acrofs the fubftance
of the brain towards the left fide. For a
long time, her pain came regularly, as an
intermitting fever ; but her urine wras now
without a fediment. The bark, hyfteric
medicines, blifters, feton, cathartics, &c.
were of no fervice ; and after the paralytic
ftroke, her urine had a large fediment, but
it gave her no manner of relief.
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Between
the tables.

Hill:. 9. About twenty years ago one Dr*
Congreve, of the fame place, who during
his illnefs, always hung his head down-
wards, and generally reded it upon a pillow
kid on a table before him, feme time be-
fore he died became comatous, or rather
dupid, taking little or no notice of any
thing. In his head, under the dura mater,
was about a pint of extravafated lymph,
which moved backwards and forwards as he
moved his head. He was moil fenfible
when the water lay backwards, and he was
heft when it preffed forward on the cere-
brum.

Hid. 10. A child about three years of age
was fubjed to obdruded vifcera, had a large
head, which at length grew aedematous, as
well as the face, and was ricketty ; yet was
as fenfible as any child of its age, till within
a day or two of its death. Upon didedion*
the cranium .appeared of an uncommon
make, very thick and foft : about the offa
frontis and occipitis it was about half an inch
thick, and in fome other places it was more
than three quarters. The two tables were
exceeding thin, the intermediate fubdance
was a loofe compages of bony drias, con-
fufedly pafling from one fide to the other;
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On the
fiutlide.

Both
within
and with
out.

or rather a kind of diploe, or cells made of
the fame ftriae, and filled, not fo properly
with a medituliium, as a cruor, or bloody
ferum. The callous part of the medulla
was fo very pappy, feparable, and as it were
rotten, that it might more properly be called
pulticular, for it would fcarce differ the
touch, without being as it were marked
thereby. (I)

hlifL 11. A gentleman about forty years of
age, had a large tumour on the os lamb-
.doides, fo newhat bigger than a goofe egg.
It was taken off by incifion, and in it was
contained a crude ferum, and towards the
bottom of it were fome dregs that feemed
to be a melicerous matter, fm)

Hid. 12. An infant, about ten days old.
had two tumours on the os lambdoides,
much refembling cupping-glades. They

/It- nll f ai i-had their origin from within the fkull, their
cydis from the dura mater, and the holes
which they came out of were about the
bignefs of a half-crown. There was a great
quantity of water within the meninges, and
in the ventricles. A gelatinous fubdance

(l) Turner’s Art of Surgery, vol. i. p. 196.
(m) Wifeman’s Surgery, vol. 1. p. 2,19,



was likewife found about all the veffels on
I

the upper part, and under the bafs of the
brain, (n)

Wepfer, in his Treatife de Morbis Capitis,
furnifhes us with a great many hiftories of
this kind, efpecially in Obf. 21, 23, 28, 29,
30,, and 3 1 ; to which author the reader is
referred for farther fatisfadion.

Observations.
1. From thefe hiftories we may .fee to

what a prodigious fize the heads of young
children may be diftended by a dropfical hu-
mour : that the very bones of the head
themfelves may be altered by fuch a one :

and that the effects of it upon the brain,
and confequently upon the fenfes, are very
furprifmg, but not always the fame.

2. Young children are often born with
foft tumours upon fome part of the head or
other* which have by unfkilful furgeons
been opened to the certain deftrudion of the

when a little patience, fome fpi-
rituous application, and very gentle bandage
might have given relief. Mr. Le Dran, in
his frfl obfervation, gives us a hiflory of fuch
a tumour on the parietal bone, which al-

(}i) Wifeman, ibid.
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moft equalled it in extent. For fome time
he doubted whether it was a falfe aneurifm,
or a hernia, that is a Dropfy of the brain ;

but by applying compreffes dipped in brandy,
which were only preffed by the cap, and buf-
fered to lie twenty-four hours without be-
ing removed, the tumour in a month’s time
difappeared.

About fifteen years ago, the only fon of a
baronet in this country had, when born,
fach a tumour on the os lambdoides, which
a furgeon would very fain have opened. I
luckily prevented the operation, and by fuch
a fpirituous application, and very gentle
bandage, it foon vanished; the young gen-
tleman being now alive and hearty.

SECT, 11. In the Eves.
llift. 13. A young man had one of his

eyes as big. as a hen’s egg, very fair, without
blemiih, rheum or rednefs, and his fight
pretty tolerable, of which he was happily
cured. This diftemper Dr. Turbervile
juftly calls a Dropfy of the eyes, (0)

When the fibres of the lachrymal fac, or
the dudt into the nofe is obftrudted, this fac
mufl be diftended by the tears which regur-

(cj Philof, Tranf. abr. vol. 3. p. 41.
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Water
within
the ribs.

gitate ai the punfta lachrymalia. This
difeafe feme call a Drop!} 7, others a hernia
of the lachrymal fac. (p)

SECT. 111. In the Neck.
Hifl. 14. A young woman bad her menies

at eleven years of age. At thirteen die had
a fuelling in her right cheek, which fell
down upon the glands of her neck, and
grew to the fize of a gqofe egg. This tu-
mor would not give way to any kind of me-
dicines, and therefore was at length opened;
when a large quantity of perfectly clear wa-
ter being difeharged, it- immediately fub-
fided, and that fide came to the Ihape of
the other. The wound was not long .in
healing, fqj
SECT. IV. In the Breast, cr

Thorax.
Hift. i 5. One George Bennet, about fifty

years of age, for fome time laboured under
a fcirrhous liver, obftrudtions of the fpleen
and mefentery ; a continual pain in bis bead
and right fhoulder, a diftillation upon bis
lungs, with a cough, and fometimes a pal-

(p) Med. EfT. vol. 3. p. 284.
(q) River. Obf. 76. c. 1.
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pitation of the heart. On his being opened,
the cavity of his bread was full of a ferous
humour; the right lobe of his lungs was
almod confumed ; and the left, being very
much inflamed, adhered clofely to the pleura.
In the pericardium was above four pound of
bloody and purulent matter; but no vifible
pafiage for it, either in the heart or peri-
cardium. frj

Hid. 16. A man forty-two years of age,
who had long laboured under an ill habit of
body, being fubjed to dtfluxions upon his
lungs, was at lad troubled with great fhort-
nefs of breath, often felt a weight above
the badard ribs, on each fide his bread j

could neither lie upon his back, nor his
fides, and when he turned him in bed, per-
ceived fomething fluduate in his bread.
When any one applied his ear to it, a noife
might be heard like the bubbling of boiling-
water : his belly fwelled, and he became
exceeding codive. His urine had a white
fedirnent, his appetite was good, and he
had little or no third. His bread was found
full of water, of a rqddifh colour, as if

(a) Fabr. Hildan. cent. I. obf. 43. See alfo N,
Tulp. lib. 2. obf. 16. and Marcel. Donat, de Med,
Hiftor. Mirab. p. 279.



raw flefh had been wafhed in it, and the
abdomen was full of a yellow coloured li-
quid, (fj

Hifl 17. A divine, by taking cold, was
feized with a Ihortnefs of breath and a fe-
ver : he had a fwelling in both the hypo-
chondria, which was taken for the caufe of
thefe complaints. When opened, the liver
was found to be fwelled, hard, and full of
holes, like a pumice hone, and in the whole
cavity of the thorax was a vaft quantity of
clear water, ft)

Hift. 18. A noble peer was troubled with
an extraordinary fhortnefs of breath, and
contrary to other afthmatics, was always
better in bed, or lying horizontally, than
fitting or handing: all the vifcera were
found perfectly found, but both the cavi-
ties of the bread: were full of water, (u)

Hih. 19. A gentleman of eighty years of
age was every night feized with a (hortnefs
of breath upon his lying down in bed to
deep, fo that he was forced to get up again

(f) T. Bonnet’s Sepulcr. Anatom, p. 358. See J.
Schenk. ObT. Med. 1. 2. p. 219.

(t) C. Pifo de Col. Serof. Obf. 54. I'. Bonnet,
Med, Sept. Collat. p. 430.

(u) Philof. Tranf. ab/id. vol. 3. p. 77.
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immediately, and fly to the window for air.
In the whole cavity of his bread: was Inch
a vaft quantity of water, that the lungs and
heart feemed to fwim in it. (v)

Hill. 20. In a young gentleman, who had
for a long time been afßidled with an inve-
terate aflhma and a violent fever, there was
found an inflammatory tumour upon the
liver, a Dropfy in one fide of the bread:,
and that lobe of the lungs full of veficulae*
which were filled with a tough, pellucid
humour, not unlike the white of eggs (w).

Hifl:. 21. An officer of the army, after a
long march in extreme cold weather, began
to complain of a continual, fixed, girding
pain in the left fide of his bread:: then he
had a continual dry cough, and difficulty of
breathing, which upon lying down in bed
was ready to fuffocate him for fome hours.
His pulfe was all along quick and foft: he
had little or no heat, third:, lofs of appetite,
or deep ; his feet were cold, and at lad; his
fcrotum became aedematous. Upon laughing
immoderately, he was feized with great
anxiety and ffiortnefs of breath, which con-

(v) C. Pifo cle Coll. Serof. Obf. 52,
(tv) ibid. Obf. 53.
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In a cyfh's
or bag.

tinned fifteen hours before he died. A
membranous cavity or cydis covered all that
fide of his bread:, which contained more
than a gallon of ferum and all the-other
vifcera were found. Hoffman’s fydem,
tom. 3. p. 146.

Hid. 22. A young woman about twenty*
one years of age, having been long troubled
with the green ficknefs, heard one day,
as fhe was going down dairs, a frightful
jolking in her bread like milk or water.
Three years after, fhe died ; when there was
found in her bread three pints of liquor like
cream, contained in a bag, which was capa-
ble of holding as much more. This bag
ran along the left fhoulder, and fo obliquely
down to the right fide of the midrid*, with
which it clofed all along. It was for the
mod part thicker than the domach, and
in one place thicker than a man’s finger.
The mediadinum was either wholly
waded, or rather woven into this bag,
and fo was the pleura, fo far as the bag
reached. The right lobe of the lungs was
confurned, and one third part of the left.
All the vifcera of the abdomen were
found. During her ill date of health.
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Matter.

Water
without
the ribs.

this woman could never lie on her left
fide, fx)

Hift. 23. A ftudent of Magdeburg was
feized with an acute pain and fwelling about
the region of the liver. This was taken
for an inflammation by his phyficians.
It increafed daily, notwithftanding all
their endeavours ; and continued fo long,
that it was thought the whole body of the
liver muft have been converted into pus.
After he was dead, the liver appeared per-
fectly found; but the whole cavity of the
thorax was full of matter, and almoft all
the lungs were confumed. (y)

Hift. 24. A woman about thirty-eight
years of age, and of a good habit of body,
had a tumor in her bread, which at firft
was as hard as a (lone, but afterwards be-
came red and painful, and at lad broke ;

when there dropped out of the wound a
bag confiding of feveral membranous coats.
In it was about eight ounces of clear trafif-
parent liquor like water, which was a little
fetid to the fmcil and bitter to the tafte. (z)

(x) Philof. Tranf, abr. vol. 3. p. 76, 77.
(y) J. Schenk. Obf. Med. 1. 2. p. 239.
(x) Med. Eff. Edin. vol. 1. p, 213,
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Of the
water in
the Peri-
cardium.

SECT. V. In the Pericardium.
When we are in health the water con-

tained in the Pericardium feldom exceeds
two or three fpoonfuls. In a perfon trou-
bled with a palpitation of the heart, and a
fhortnefs of breath, C. Pifo (a) found the
Pericardium diftended fo as to contain feve-
ral pints of water. Vieuffcn (b) found a
large quantity in the Pericardium of Lewis
Aymar, which was of a yellow colour, and,
as he proves, was feparated by the glands of
that membrane. Fab. Hildanus met with
four pound (c) of bloody matter in it ; and
Lancifi, we are told, {d) once met with
half this quantity. It has likewife been
found vallly diftended with (e) wind; and
once it contained a large quantity of pus, (f)
the bafis of the heart being ulcerated.

Hift. 25. One Boccatius, a foldier, died
of a Dropfy, at thirty-two years of age,
caufed by drinking dillilled fpirits. Upon

(a) Obf. 39. de Colluv. ferof.
(b) De Nov. Vaf. in Corp. hum. Syflem, p. 75.
(c) And another time two pound. Obf. 29. Cent. 2,

(d) Dr. Friend’s Kifl:. of Phyf. vol. I. p. 197. and fo
did Gerard Blafius. Obf. Med. p. 31.

( e) Ibid. p. 267.
(f) Phiiof. Tranf, abr. vol. 3. p. 6g.
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difledlion, the fpleen was found to be four
times bigger than it fhould be : the intef-
tines were livid, and almod ready to mor-
tify : the liver was found, but fomewhat
hard. In the bread was four pound of clear
water, and in the Pericardium three pound
of a muddy, fharp, corrofive liquor. Du-
ring his illnefs this man could not lie upon
the right fide; had a violent fhortnefs of
breath, and made but little urine, which
was always exceeding high coloured, (g)

Observations.
i. From thefe hiftories it plainly appears,

that a Dropfy of the thorax, or bread, may
be caufed, id, by catarrhs, or defluxions
of humours upon the bronchia and lungs ;

from whence comes a cough, then a fhort-
nefs of breath, and at lad a Dropfy : adly,
from an inflammation of the membranes
within the thorax; or of the lungs and
pleura; whence mud proceed, I. a cough;
2. an adhefion of the lungs and pleura; 3. a
fhortnefs of breath ; and 4. a Dropfy : 3dly,
from obdrudlions in the fpleen, liver, me-
fentery, &c. which are themfelves the ef-

(g) Aft. Med. Hafnienf. vol. 1. T. Bonnet. Med.
Sept, p, 704. and Sepul. Anat. p. 373.
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feds of a vifcid and fizy blood, efpecially in
the fair fex. From thefe mud; proceed a
{hortnefs of breath, which will often end
in this kind of Dropfy.

2. In diforders of the thorax or bread,
there is no certain hgn whereby we may
difcover what part within the cavity is af~
feded, or in what manner. Here we find
one perfon with a Dropfy in his. bread is
always bed upon lying down in bed, and
another is always worfe in an horizontal
podure. A tumor of one or both the hy-
pochondria is generally a fign of an ob-
druded liver. Here we meet with this
fymptom when the liver is perfedly found,
and only a colledion of water above the
diaphragm. Dr. Hoadly (i>) mentions a
dropfical perfon who could lie but on one
fide, yet had not a fingle drop of water in
either cavity of the thorax, his difficulty of
breathing being caufed by an adhefion of
the lungs to the pleura.

3, The fediment of urine, in Dropfies of
the bread, gives no relief, though large,
and of ever fo long continuance.

4. The veficulse of the lungs may fome-
times be duffed with vifcid matter; at others.

(h) Led. of Refpiration, p. 189.
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the whole fubdance of them may be con-
fumed j and large bags or cydifes may be
formed within the bread, that fhall be ca-
pable of holding great quantities of water.
Any one of thefe diforders mud dedroy
life, but no phyfician can by any fymptom
know which is the cafe ; and if he could, I
fear it would hardly be in his power to give
relief.

SECT. VI. In the Stomach.
Hid. 26. One Joan Delier, about forty-

eight years of age, perceived her belly begin
to fwell, and fo fancied herfelf with child;
but at the end of nine months Hie became
fenfible of her miftake. For three years
fhe was able to do the common affairs of
life, with little trouble; but then her belly
grew fo large that (he could no longer fuf-
tain the weight of it. Afterwards fhe fell
into a fever, great fhortnefs of breath, ex-
treme third:, and in feven days died. In
her belly was contained ninety pints or ai-
med; twelve gallons of clear water, which
towards the lad; was thick, dark coloured,
and had a fediment. The peritonaeum ad-
hered fo clofely to the fore-part'of the do-
mach, that it could not be feparated from
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It. The omentum lay upon the upper part
of the ftomach, and the pylorus was almoft
level with the upper orifice, and juft touched
it; fo that her food pafied immediately from
one orifice to the other, and fo into the duo-
denum. The diaphragm was fqueezed up,
fo that the lower part of the heart touched,
lay upon, and preffed it hard. The liver,
fpleen, mefentery, and all the other vifcera,
were found and in their natural date. In
the middle of the pylorus was a bag, as
thick as a man’s thumb, and about the
length of the long finger, which was full
of clear water, and entered dire&ly into the
duodenum. The ftomach was an ell in
depth, the fibres of its inner coat were re-
laxed, and feparated one from another, and
the coat itfelf was almoft covered with hy-
datides. There was a diredt paflage for the
water out of the ftomach into the cavity of
the abdomen j fo that the difiedlor very ea-
fily pafied his probe out of the cavity of the
latter into that of the former. (i)

SECT. VIL In the Back. •

Hift. 27. A young woman about twenty-
five years of age, and of a healthy conftitu-

(1) River. Op. Med. p. s6j. Tb. Bonnet Sepulcf,
Anat. p. 456.
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Blood and
v\ ater.

tion, had a large tumor on the mufclcs of
her Back, without any inflammation. It
was opened by incifion, and a liquid dif-
charged, which was at firft clear as water,
and then like honey, but was not contained
in a cvftis. The wound was healed in lefs
than three weeks, (i) Riverius law five of
thefe cafes, whereof only two recovered.

SECT. VIII. On the outjide of the
Peritonaeum.

Hift. 28. A woman, after the time of
her menfes, found her belly begin to fwell,
and fo it continued to do till fhe died. She
complained of a pain about the groin, on the
right fide only. Upon opening the body,
eighty pound, or ten gallons, of exceeding
black blood was found between the mufcles
of the abdomen and Peritonaeum, and half
as much clear water in the cavity. The left
tube of the uterus was large, and contained
a pound and a half of vifeid liquor, with a
great quantity of whitifii matter. (/)

Hift. 29. A gentlewoman about twenty-
eiglit or thirty years of age, had a tumor in

(k) Wifeman’s Surg. vol. 1, p. 205.
(I) T. Bonnet. Sepulcr. Anat. p. 453. & Med. Sept,

collat. p. 705. '
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ike hypogaftric region, which after a long
time was pierced with a trochar, and a
large quantity of yellow, glutinous lymph
was difcharged. This operation was often
repeated, as often as the part filled ; and (he
found no inconveniency from the tumor.
At length die went a journey three hundred
leagues, was thrice tapped during the time
of it, and at her return had a fever, and
made bad urine. A pundure being need-
farv, the fluid was now like milk, and fo
taken at firft for chyle; but by darning a
diver porringer black, was certainly pus.
After five months the tumor filled again,
when the lady, willing to get a perfed cure,
hearkened to a quack, who differed the mat-
ter to break through two holes into the ab-
domen, which in feventeen days dedroyed
her. The cyftis, which at drft contained
this lymph, afterwards by the feveridi heat
made matter, was dtuated between the
mufcles of the abdomen and peri ton i-
um. [m)

( tn) Le Dram Obf. Chirurg. 65.
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Of the
duplica-
ture of
the Perl-
tonsilm.

SECT. IX. Within the Peritoneum,
Anatomlfts are greatly divided in their

opinions concerning the duplicature of the
Peritonaeum. Columbus would make the
world believe that he was the perfon, who
firft difeovered this membrane to confift'of
two parts ; but Galen lays this duplicature
(«) was a thing well known long before his
time. Picolhomini, Riolan, Vcflingius*
and many others, mention this duplicature
as a thing certain; whilft Ruyfch, Marchetti,
and Donglas are as politive on the other
fide. The laft of thefe authors (o) feems
to demonftrate that this membrane is every
where fingle; that the membrana adipofa,
which fpreads itfclf all over it, has been the
occafion of this millake; and that this
membrana adipofa, or cellulofa, is the true
feat of Dropfies in this part of the body.
Be this as it will, fince the authors of the
following hillories mention them as feated
in the duplicature of this membrane, I
lhall not change their expreffion ; but leave
that to the reader’s imagination, who may
eafily conceive the difference, it being, I

(«) TO <Tl7X\£'l TTSfJTOVSCIOr.
(o) Donglas on the Peritonaeum,
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think, a matter of more curiofity than life;
for whether in a healthy or found body it is
one membrane or two, it is certainly capa-
ble of being divided into two parts by a
dropfical humour, as the following hiftories
will prove beyond contradiction.

Hid. 30. A young woman about feven-
teen years of age, unmarried, and reputed
a virgin, had her belly fo fvvelled in three
months time, that many fufpeded her being
with child. She was of a florid complexion,
and flrong habit of body, had a good do-
mach, and all her evacuations regular, and
was free from third:, fhortnefs of breath, or
any fymptom of a Dropfy. For nine
months fhe confulted both phylicians and
mountebanks to no purpofe; when the ill
fymptoms appearing, fhe foon became like
a fkeleton, and refufing to be tapped, died
in three months after. The Peritonaeum
was turned into a bag, by a feparation of the
interior from the exterior membrane, which
fo enclofed a large quantity of water, that
not one drop of it could pafs into the ab-
domen. The nervous body of the Perito-
naeum, naturally as thin as fine filk, was
here thicker than the hide of an ox. This
bag being removed, the vifeera appeared in
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view, of a pale decayed colour; and in the
bag was contained about twenty gallons of a
fubfaline and fomewhat auftere ferum. In
the hypogadric region the membrana adi-
pofa was above two inches thick, and feemed
to be no other than a congeries of little
bladders contained in their proper capfuise,
and filled with a coagulated lymph. The
thighs, legs, and feet, were extremely
dwelled, and the neck, face, arms, and
hands, as much emaciated. The liquid
contained in this bag did fomewhat refem-r
ble water wherein fielb, newly killed, hath
been walked, only it was of a little deeper
red, and of a more crafs hypoilafis. (p)

Hift. 31. A married woman, about forty
years of age, who lived three miles from
Shrewfbury, had the common reafons to be-
lieve herfelf with child. At the end of nine
months Ihe had the ufual figns of labour ;

but the pains foon leit her, and at the end
of the next nine months ihe was fiezed af-
ter the fame manner. From this time her
belly increafed .daily, till at length it was
forced to be fupported by a ftooi, the
weight of it being more than ihe could

(p) Philof. Tranf. abr. vol. 3. p. 140. T. Bonnet
Scpul. -Anat. p. 452, Sic, Fabr. IFlclan. obf. 58, Cent. 4
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bear. Thus (he lived near thirty years, with-
out any other confiderable complaint. In
the duplicature of the Peritonaeum was found
thirteen gallons and a quart of water, which
was faltifh, had feme little fat upon it, and
towards the latter running, was tinged with
blood. There was alfo a kind of a bladder
lay acrofs the fundus uteri, which was di-
vided into two parts by a cartilaginous fub-
ilance. In the one of thefe was a pint and
a half of water, and in the other about
three quarters of a pint. The liver, and
ail the other vifeera, were found, but forced
into an incredible fmall compafs, and the
mufcles of the abdomen were fo dilated as
to be fcarce difcernible.-(y)

Hid;. 32. A woman had her belly fwell
from her infancy, but at the time of pu-
berty, her menfes not coming regularly,
it grew to a prodigious lize ; yet die could
walk, ride, or go up a hill, without much
difficulty. About feven years after this die
died, when there was found near fourteen
gallons of water inclofed between the two
coats of the Peritoneum, each of which
was grown as thick as a man’s little finger.

(q) Philof. Tranf. abr. vol. 4. part 2. p. 123, 124.%.
Bonnet. Med. Sept. Collat. p, 701.
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All the vifcera were found, only the left-
kidney was fomewhat larger than it Ihould
be ; and the tubae fallopians were fwelled,
and fo entirely clofed up, that they could
not be blown through, (r)

Hift. 33. A woman having her menfes
irregularly, when about forty years of age
became hyfterical, and frequently complained
of pain and ftraightnefs in the hypogaftric
region, with a protuberance of the navel.
About four years after, fhe complained of a
frelh fwelling about the uterus, when the
navel became as big as a man’s fift, and the
abdomen increafed prodigiouffy. She now
had continual violent pain in her loins, and
voided feveral hones of different magni-
tudes. She was very thirffy, drank much,
and made but little urine, which was al-
ways of a pale colour, and attended with
pain. At forty-eight, when her menfes
left her, fhe voided a great deal of coagu-
lated blood by the womb j whereupon her

(r) N, Tulp. obf. 44. lib. 4. Dr. Leigh, in the cafe
of Mrs. Heywood, (Natural Hift. of Cheftiire, &c.
p. 72. b. 2.) found feventy pints of water in her belly,
the omentum confumed, and the peritonaeum full five
inches thick, in whole duplicature was a large facculua
full of fehirrous glarids, veficulae, &c.
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appetite declined, her breath grew ffiort,
and not long after fhe died. The upper
parts of her body were very much emaciated,
and the lower not very greatly fwelled.
About twelve gallons of water were dif-
charged by a wound made near the navel,
of the colour of ale, which by its fparkling
feemed to be faltiffi. A bag was formed of
the duplicature of the Peritonaeum, which
being removed, all the vifcera appeared to
be found, except the right kidney, which
was flabby, and wafled : the fpleen, alfo,
was lefs than it fliould be, and fluck fo
clofely to the internal membrane of the Pe-
ritonaeum, that it could not be feparated
from thence without much difficulty. More
examples of this kind of Dropfy may be feen
in Nuck’s Adenographia curiofa.

S E C T. X. In the Omentum.
Hift. 34. A poor woman had her belly

fwelled to fuch a degree, that (he was
looked upon to be far gone in a droply.
Upon difledion, all the vifcera appeared to
be found and in their natural ftate, except
the Omentum, which was large and altoge-
ther like a glandulous fubftance. In the
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Mucus and
Hatter.

middle of it was contained fifty-fix pints,
or feven gallons, of fetid nafly matter, (f)

Hifl, 35. Chriftian Seton, fubjeCl to an
Eryflpelas, at thirty-nine, had her menfes
flopped, and three years after, viz. in July
1727, her belly began to fwell, as her legs,
alfo did a month after. By October her
belly was fo big, as to reach down beyond
the middle of her thighs when fitting: her
legs and thighs were double their natural
thicknefs, and the upper part of her body
was greatly emaciated : fhe had a perpetual
cough, a moiil tongue, was thirfly and cof-
tive; made little urine, breathed very fhort,
and had water in her belly, which fluctuated.
Three gallons of water were let out by tap-
ping, when it flopped. Then fhe was
purged every fourth day, and took alterative
medicines; when fhe palled great quantities
of water by flool and urine, and the fwell-
ing abated j but in February 372B, by ta-
king cold it increafed again. On the fe-
cond of July, by a large trochar, was taken
away eight quarts of mucus and pus, which
followed alternately; and on the fourteenth,

(f) Fab. Hildan. Obf. 62. cent. 3. See Bonnet’s
Sepulcr. Anat. p. 443. ami Marcel!. Donat, de Med.
Hill. Mirab. p, 673,
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four quarts of purulent matter: ftie died
ten days after. This proceeded from the
Omentum, which confided of two thick
coats or laminae, and contained veficulaj full
of water, mucus, and deatomatous matter,
Med. Ed. Eden, vol, 4. p. 428,

Observation.
In this account we have not the weight of

the tumified Omentum ; but allowing it to
weigh eighteen pound, there was, in twelve
months time, generated one hundred and
forty pound of water, mucus, pus, and
membranes, in the cavity of this woman’s
abdomen; befides what was contained in the
fwelling of her legs and thighs, and alfo
what die parted with during the time of
her amendment, when die had large
ations, both by dbol and urine. This was
three of the twelve months; fo that unlefs
die was a very large woman, in nine months
time as much extraneous matter was added
to her belly as the whole weight of her
body before die fell ill.

SECT. XL In the Mesentery.

Hid. 36. A young man was thought to
die of a dropfy, which had been two years
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Waterand
jnatter.

in coming. The liver, fpleen, and flo-
mach appeared found ; the pancreas fat, and
ponderous; but the kidneys on each fide
were wanting. Their ufe was fupplied by
the Mefentery, whofe glands were filled
with ferum. The fubftance or body of it
fpread over the greatefi: part of the abdomen,
and weighed eighteen pounds, ft)

HifK 37. In a young woman that died of
a dropfy, the Mefentery weighed twenty
pounds 5 and in it were a great number of

full of clear water, and covered
with a common membrane. This fwelling
was three years in coming, fuj

Hift. 38. A young woman had a tumor
on each fide of the abdomen ; fo that many
thought fhe was with child. There was
found a two-fold fwelling in the Mefentery,
one part whereof was hard, and in the other
was a collection of water and matter toge-
ther. (v)

(t) N. Tulp. Obf. 32. Lib. 2.

(u) Ibid. Obf. 34. See Amb, Parey’s Works, b. 23.
ch, 36. here it weighed ten pound and a half, and was
of a fchrophulou§ nature, fome of the veficulae being
filled with matter like oil, honey, fat, or fuet j others
with clear water, &c.

(v) Ibid. Obf, 33. T. Bonnet. Sepulcr, Anat.
P. 4*3-
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S £ C T. XII. In the Liver.

Hift. 39. In a woman that died of a
Dropfy, the gibbous part of the Liver was en-
tirely wafted, and the coat of it about a quar-
ter of an inch thick, which contained about
five gallons of a grofs yellowifh fluid, in
which were many hydatides about the flze of
goofe-berries, and fome pieces of matter of as
bright a red as Vermillion. This began with a
pain in that part when fhe was about four-
teen. At flrft it only came upon her
monthly ; but at laft it was continual. Her
belly conftantly increafed till fhe died,
which was in the twenty-eighth year of her
age, having never had her menfes in her
whole life. The reft of the vifcera were all
found; there was not the leaft fwelling in
any of her limbs ; nor the leaft yellownefs
in her fkin. ( w)

SECT. XIII. In the Speeen.

Hift. 40. In a boy that died dropfical, at
nine years of age, the fpleen weighed, to-
gether with the hydatids contained in one
and the fame membrane, above three pounds;

(w) Chefelden’s Anat. p. 202. See Leigh’s Natu-
ral Hift. gf Chefhire, &c. b. 2. p. yt.
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Water
within.

and in a man the fame author found a
Spleen that weighed five pounds and two
ounces, (a:)

SECT. XIV. In the Abdomen.
Hift. 41. One Dorothy Poiane, upon a

motion to ftool, in September, difcharged,
per anum, fo great a quantity of clear
lymph as filled a large veffel, upon which
fhe fainted away j but upon taking feme
bread, and a glafs of fack, recovered, with-
out any ill confequence. She had had, all the
fummer, a continual and almofi intolerable
third:, which fhe endeavoured to allay by
drinking cold water, ( y)

Hift. 42. Mrs Dyer, aged thirty years,
of a good conftitution, was feized with a
pain in her belly, like the cholic, which, in
time, proved an Afcites. This began in
January, and {he died in November follow-
ing. Between the ninth of March and the
thirtieth of G(Sober, {he was tapped nine-
teen times, and two hundred and fourteen
pints and a half of water were taken from
her by thofe feveral operations. In her belly

(x) Ibid. p. 159. See Philof. Tranf. abrid. vol. 3.
p. 85. Bonnet. Med. Sept. Collat. p. 705.

(y) Marcel. Donat, c. 20. 1. 4. p. 417.
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were found fourteen pints of greenish ferum,
mixed with a purulent matter, not a little
fetid. The inteflines were livid, efpecially
the colon, and adhered in many places to
the peritoneum. The Omentum was black,
and almofl confumed ; and the gall-bladder
was fo diflended as to tear the liver by ita
weight, which was ten pounds and twelve
ounces, there being no paffage to let out the
matter it contained. Seven pints of a black
liquor, like coffee, were let out of it by in-
cifion; which, having flood all night in a
bafon, let fall about a quart of thick yellow
feces. During this illncfs fhe had but little
third, and voided almofl as much urine as
fhe drank. (z)

Observation.
From the foregoing numbers it is plain

that two hundred and thirty-fix pints, or
near thirty gallons of water were difcharged
into the abdomen, in the fpace of ten
months; that is near a pint every twenty-
four hours.

Hift. 43. A fea captain was tapped
twenty-nine times, in the compafs of three

(z) Phil. Tranf. abrid. P. 4. vol. 2. p. 85. See Dr,
Leigh’s.Nat. Hift. of Cheftiire, b. 2. p. 71.
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A tarta-
rous mat-
ter on the
vifcera.

hundred fifty-eight days, by which opera-
tions more than feventy gallons of water
were taken from him j fo that he filled att
the rate of a pint and a half every twenty-
four hours. About three weeks before he
died, he began to be troubled with violent
rheumatic pains, and bled frequently at the
nofe. The liver in this gentleman was per-
fectly found. ( a)

Hift. 44. T. Bonnet gives us a hiftory of
a religious perfon, who died of this diftem-
per, but lived till the glands of the mefen-
tery and kidneys were all putrifiedthe
liver full of apoilumations, and the fpleen
covered with a tartarous matter like chalk or
mortar. Pancirolus frequently found
both the liver and fpleen covered with a
white matter, like the white of eggs when
hard boiled, which Fuller fays was the
lymph gelatinifed, and appeared ftrange to
this author, becaufe the lymphatics were
not difcovered till a year after his book was
printed.

(a) Chcfelden’s Anat. p. 200.

(b) Med. Sept, collat. p. 703. See alfo Fabr. Hil-
dan. Obf. 44. Cent. 2.

{c) Fuller’s Pharmac. extempl. under hydropic wine.
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Digpfted
matter.

Hift. 45. A labouring man about twenty-*
four years of age, being thirfty, drank a large
draught of cold water in the time of har-
vefl; 5 whereupon he was feized with a con-
tinual fever, which firft turned to a tertian,
and then to a quartan ague : at the end of
eight months, he died with a great belly,
when there was found in the Abdomen
above eleven pints of white, well digefted,
fweet matter. The vifcera were all found,
except the fpleen and liver, which were
fchirrhous ; nor could any wound or ulcer
be found from whence this matter might
proceed, {d}

Hift. 46. A young woman, about thirty *

fell into an intermitting fever, and a total
fuppreffion of her menfes: whence a pain
and tumor in the right fide of her belly,
which daily increafed 'till it became bigger
and harder than that of a woman in her laft
month. After a year fhe was looked upon
to be dropftcal, her honefty having, till
then, been fufpedted. At the end of fifteen
months fhe was tapped, when there came

(d) Fabr. Hlldan, Obf. 57. Cent. 2v See T. Bon-
net's Sepulc. Anat. p. £5l. Schenk. Obf. 5. Lib. 3,
p. 496. mentions fuch another from Platerus, where
the matter fell from the lungs.
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With a
lump of
hair.

and teeth.

Fat.

from her, to the great furprize of thofe
concerned, a pint and a half of well di-
gefted, fweet matter. The next day the
furgeon took away as much more, when per-
ceiving fome hairs, four or five inches long,
ifi'ue forth with the matter, he endeavoured
to pull them away, but could not, the wo-
man complaining that he would draw out a
piece of her belly. She died four days af-
ter this, when ten quarts of the fame mat-
ter flowed through the tap-hole. Upon
difledion, there was found a lump of hair as
big as a half-penny loaf, wrapped up in a fat
kind of matter which grew from the right
fide of the womb about eight inches long;
where was alfo a protuberance as big as a
wallnut, and in it a perfed dog-tooth,
focketed in a bone of a triangular figure,
in which, alfo, another tooth was grow-
ing. {e)

Hift. 47. A ftrong, hearty man, about
forty, was feized with a violent fever,
fhortnefs of breath, and convulfions, which
foon killed him, the Abdomen being greatly
diftended. Upon difledion, there was no
fat under the fkin, the mcmbrana adipofa
being like parchment, and the fibres of the

{<-) Philef. Tranf. abrid. vol, 4. P. 2. p. no.
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Chyle.

tnufcles were fo dry, hard, and tenfe, that
the heft knives would fcarce touch them.
The inteftines were very lax and flaccid, and
fwam, as it were in melted fat, much like
thick oil of olives. The liver was large,
the gall-bladder larger in proportion, and
full of bile; the lungs adhered to the ribs,
and were very flabby and black. There
were alfo two pclypufles, one in the aorta,
and the other in the vena cava. (/)

Observation.
This is a very furprizing hiflory, and I

believe not to be accounted for by any fyf-
tem of philofopby, which has hitherto been
invented. Baglivi would have us believe,
that the fat was melted by the convulflve
motion of the mufcles j but--—credat Ju-
dasus Apella, non ego.

HifL 48. A child, about two years old,
had an inflammation on his lungs; for
which being ill treated by an apothecary, he
fell into an hedic fever j his belly fvvelled,
and the extreme parts were emaciated even
to the degree of a marafmus. He had all
along, a brifk, healthful look, and a lovely
countenance, without the lead tindure V>f

(/) Baglivi de Fibra Matrices p. 6,
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Chyle.

yellownefs, and a good, or rather greedy ap-
petite, to the day of his death. While alive,
feveral pints of chyle, fuch as is contained in
the chyle dud: itfelf, were taken away by tap-
ping; and when dead, the lungs appeared to
be found; but there were a great many glands,
pretty large and hard, behind the wind-pipe,
which made a prefTure upon the dud almoin
in that part where it arrives at the fubclavian
vein, and had flraitened it as if it had been
tied with a firing. By this means, the chyle
could not mix with the blood, but iffued
in a continual flrcam into the Abdomen, (g)

HifL j.g. Mr. Saviard, obf. 3, mentions
a girl of eighteen, who, in two hundred
and forty-fix days, viz. from July 2, 1699,
to the fourth of March following, had
three hundred and fix quarts of chyle, or
water like milk, with cream fwimming on
the top of it after Handing, taken from
her by being tapped twenty-two times.
Till the nineteenth operation fhe neither
loft her flcfh, nor Hrength : fhe eat and drank,
had fiools, and made water well; but then,
by taking a dofe of jalap and gamboge,
which’worked brifkly, her fever increafed ;

file became much worfc; and by taking

(jr) Dr. Moreton’s Phthiflolog. p. 49.
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half a drachm of mecoahcan after the
twenty-firfi: operation, which had the fame
effedt, fhe died in a few days. Upon open-
ing the body, the omentum was entirely
confumed ; the flomach and interlines were
vafily difiended wuth wind ; the peritoneum,
liver, and mefentery, were each of them full
of preternatural glands, and the latter was
grown to a very great fize ; at the beginning
of the jejunum was a membranous bag full
of the fame milky liquor; and from hence
a fiftulous hole and palfage, of the bignefs
of a goofe quill, led into the middle of the
mefentery: all along the dudtus thoracicus
were feveral glands full of the fame liquor,
one above another, joined together like beads
in a necklace.

Observation.
Some part of the time, this young wo-

man filled at the rate of two quarts a day j for
die was tapped on the fifteenth of Oclober,
and on the twenty-third fixteen quarts
were taken from her again : but more than
a quart of this milky liquor, every day,
pa{fed into the abdomen during the whole
two hundred and forty-fix days.
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Urine.

H) datides

Here it is plain, obfirudlions of the mc-
fentcry laid the foundation of this Dropfy %

and that in time, all thefe preternatural
glands being formed, the fiream of the
lymph and chyle being turned, they pafied
through this fiftulous pipe into the cavity of
the Abdomen.

Hid;. 50, A nun, at fifty-five years of age,
never had her tnenfes, by reafon of an im-
perforated hymen. For many years before
her death, fhe complained of a pain in her
groin; and at length her belly fwelled, and
killed her. She had a lively, florid corn-*

plexion to the very lafi, and for the mod:
part complained only of a pain above her
her left ankle; but nothing was there to be
feen amifs. When die was opened, the Ab-
domen was full of urine; the uterus was
ulcerated, and almod confumed ; the bladder
was much in the fame condition, with fomc
holes in it; but all the other vifeera were

' found. (,£)

Hid. 51* In 1567, a woman died of a
dropfy at Paris. After death, there was not
found any vacuity in the Abdomen where
there was not a veficula, or little bladder.
The kidneys, bladder of urine, the womb.

fh} J. Schenk. Obf. Med. lib. 3. p. 493.
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domach, intedines, heart, pericardium, liver,
and fpleen, were all full of them. They
contained a citron-coloured water, which
kept fweet more than twenty days, and
were above eight hundred in number, (i)

Hid. 52. A countryman, being ill of a
Dropfy, had an abfcefs formed on the right
fide of his belly, which was opened by in-
ciiion, and aimed an infinite number of
little bladders full of water were taken out
of the wound j more than two hundred a
day, for many days together, by which
means he perfedly recovered, (k).

Observation.
This furprizing hidory is quoted by

Nuck in his Adenographia Curiofa, p. 125,
but not with fo much exadnefs as we might
exped from fo curious an author. Dr. Al*»
len fl) mentions a young Tailor, from whom
more than eighty fuch veficuls were taken,
fome of them being larger than an hen's
egg 3 and in the Philofophical Tranfac-

(i) D. Sennert. Prax. Med. Schenk. Obf. Med. 1. 3,
p. 413, 414. and Marcel. Donat, p. 688-

(k) River. Op. Med. p. 582. Obf. 15. See fuch an-
other Hiftory in Schenkius, p. 392. Obf. 4.

(I) Synopf. Medicin. vcl. 1. p. 341.
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Water
with
them,.

ticns, (mj we meet with a perfon, who parted
with leven or eight thoufand of them after the
fame manner, Schenkius (n ) obferves, very
juflly, that mod: men recover from whom
fuch hydatides have been taken by incifion.

Hift. 5?. A maiden lady, fifty-two years
of age, complained of a hard fwelling in the
regio hypogafirica on the right fide. The
belly fwelled mightily, the body emaciated
very much, and, a few days before fhe died,
her legs began to fwell. In the Abdomen
were eighteen gallons of a vifeous, darkifh,
humour. The pericardium was thick, and
filled with veficuls of different magnitudes
on both its fides, and the matter contained in
them was of different colours and confifb-
encies, being like jelly, white of eggs, gall,
honey, and that of true meliceris. The
right kidney had a particular fort of Dropfy ;

two polypuffes were in the heart; two pretty
lame flones in the gall-bladder ; and all the
reft of the vifeera were in their natural
hate. (0)

Hi ft. 54. A woman complained, about
four years together, of an unequal fwelling

(m) Philof. Tranf. No. 370.
(n) Obf. 4. p. 395,
(0) Philof. Tranf. abrld. vol. 4. p. 86,
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In abag.

of her belly, for which ills took all fort of
medicines, cathartic, diuretic, &c. at laft
fhe thought herfelf with and, in
time, brought forth a hearty, found infant;
yet her belly was fo far from abating upon
this, that it daily increafed, with great and
continual pain. Thus Ihe continued four
years more, when her belly meafuring three
ells about, ihe departed. There was in the
Abdomen two hundred and fixty-four
pound or thirty-four gallons of water, in-
cluded in a bag, which adhered flightly to
the peritoneum, flernum, os pubis, and the
vertebrae of the loins and kidneys; fo that
it was no eafy thing to know from whence
it had its origin. In the right hypochon-
drium was a tumor, as big as two fids,
compofed of many glands and hydatides.
The rell of the viicera were all found, (pj

SECT. XV. In the Womb.
Riverius tells us, that he knew a noble

lady who voided fix or feven pound of thick

[p) A. Nuck. Adenograph. curiof. p. 127. See alfo
Fabr. Hildan. Obf. 58. cent. 4. Ruyfch Obf. 27. T.
Bonnet’s Med. Sept. Collat. p. 712, &c. Sepulcr,
Anatom, p, 529, 533, 542.
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In the ca-
vity.

JTydatides

phlegm in one day’s time by the womb fq);
and fays Vefalius (lib. 5. de Corporis hu-
man! Fabrica, cap. 9.) differed a woman,
in the cavity of whofe womb was one hun-
dred and eighty pound, or more than twen-
ty-two gallons of water, the mouth of it
being clofed and callous, (r)

Hid:. 55. Mauritius Cordasus (Comment,
in Libr. i f Hippocr. de Morbis Mulier.)
gives a hiftory of a woman who had a
Dropfy of the womb, wherein were con-
tained a great number of veficulae, full of a
citron-coloured water.

Hill, 56. A woman had a Dropfy of the
womb. As often as the time of her menfes
came about, fo often fix or eight bafons full
of citron-coloured water, exceeding hot,
came from her, through the neck of the
womb. Upon this her belly fell (in two
days, according to Foreilus, (f) and then
the menfes followed, as when ihe was well.
The water was all the next month in ga-

(q) Oper. Med. p. 390. See Schenk. Obf. 3. 1. 4.
P- 597-

(r) River, ibid. Hoffman’s Syftem, vol. 3. p. 160.
quotes this hiftory, and calls it Sixty Meafuras Au-
guftanas.

(f) P. Foreft. Obf. p. 240, 654.
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thering, and then flowed at the ufual time
of her menfes, as before. She was cured
of this diforder, and afterwards bore a live
child, ft)

Hid: 57. A noble lady, who bore chil-
dren, though dropfical, had a large quan-
tity of ferous humour condantly came away
from her after delivery, whereupon her belly
always fell ; but when (he left off breeding,
it grew to a prodigious dze (u), and was,
I fuppofe, the occafion of her death.

Hid:. 58. I know a gentlewoman whofe
belly, when about forty, was grown as big
as if die had been with child, and ready
to be delivered. After fome time, die
found that die was indeed with child, and,
upon quickening, die had her menfes,
which die never ufed to have, during her
pregnancy. When thefe had done dowing,
a water began to come from her, and was
daily difcharged till the time of her delivery.
The whole amounted to fevcral gallons;
and by this means die was, for fome time,
freed from herDropfyj though it returned
again, upon her being with child, twice

(t) J. Fernel. de Morb. Part. p. 438. See Schenk.
Obf. Med. 1. 4. p. 596.

(u) Dr. Strother’s Pharmac. Pra6h p. 8.
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more in the fame manner. Each time die
carried her big belly to the full end of her
reckoning ; but none of the children lived,
nor had fhe any water come from her at the
time of her delivery, as is common in
healthy women. She is yet (i;) alive, but
has not bred thefe four or five years, and
her belly has not increafed fmce her lad lys-
ing in.

Hid:. 59. A woman, at the time of her
menfes, for twelve years together, was
feized with convulfions and hyfterics. About
three years before fhe died, there was a
phlegmon formed in the Womb, which
came to fuppuration, and brought her into
an hediic fever. When dead, the Womb
was full of water, together with hydatides,
filed with a purulent matter: a great
quantity of water Was likewife in the
domen. (<10)

Hid. 60. A woman about forty-four
years of age, fome time after die was mar-
ried thought herfelf with child. Her
menfes dapped, and fhe could, at pleafure,
fqueeze a whitifh, pale liquor out of her

(v) So faid In 1740,
(w) C. Pifo de Col. Serof. Obf. 125. See alfo

Schenk. Obf. Med. 1. 4. p. 596.
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In the
coats.

In the
fubftancc
or body
of it.

breafls, which fhe took for milk. Her
belly grew very big, and at the end of nine
months fhe was feized with labour-pains, as
fhe imagined. Thefe fymptoms, however,
foon went off again, and her belly daily
increafed. For three fhe continua liy
took medicines, without any manner of re-
lief, and then died, being very much ema-
ciated. There was found above two gallons
of clear water, included in a tranfparent
membrane on the external tunic or coat of
the womb, (x)

Hift. 61. A woman complained of great
pain in her belly and loins, which increafed
fo much upon lying down, that fhe was
forced to fit almofl: upright in bed. Her
belly had daily increafed for twenty-five-
years, and at the time of her death was
monftroufly large* All the vifcera were
found. In the abdomen were four pints of
a very putrid liquor, and a large tumor,
which fpread itfelf all over the belly. This
was the Womb, which was thought to
weigh near forty pound. The fore-part of
it was not above an inch thick ; but on the
fides and back it was near twelve inches.

(x) Philof. Tranf. abrid. vol. 3. p. 205. See Bon-
net’s Sepult. Anar. p. 461, &c.
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in a bag.
Whole.

The fubfiance of it was partly fcbhrhoUSj
and partly glandulous; and in the middle
was a thick putrid matter, of a black colour
and very fetid. This woman, at the be-
ginning of this diforder, thought herfelf
with child, and in the third month had a
bladder full of water come from her. Upon
this, (he had a flooding for fix or feven
months; upon the flopping of which fbe
began to fwell, and was thought to die of
an Afcites. fyj

Hift. 62. A gentlewoman, with child,
was feized with labour-pains at the end of
five months, when there came from her a-
bove ten pound of water included in a
ftrong membrane. She went out the re-
maining part of her time, and brought forth
a ftrong hearty child (zj. Nine quarts of
water came thus from the wife of Fabr*
Hildanus at the time of her delivery, with-
out one drop of blood, about half an hour
before her real water broke (a). She re-

(y) T. Bonnet’s Sepulcr. Anat. p. 460. Fab. Hild.
Obf. 49. c. 5. gives a hiftory of one that weighed eighty-
feven pound, in which were feveral kinds of liquids, and
hair almoft like wool.

(z) Fabr. Hilclan. Obf. 53. cent. 2.
(a) Ibid. Obf. 56. See T. Bonnet’s Scpulc, Anat,

p. 459.
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By pieces.

covered, without the ufe of medicines, and
this proved the moft hearty of any of her
children.

Hift. 63. A woman, after fuppreffion of
her menfes, had, at feveral times, a fub-
ftance came from her by pieces, contain-
ing many veficulas, which were filled with
a yellow water and wind'. They were as
many as would have filled a water bucket:
(he did well, and afterwards bore chil-
dren (b).

Hid. 64. A woman, twenty-feven years
of age, died the third day after her delivery.
Her belly was fwelled to a prodigious fize ;

her fuperior parts were very much emaci-
ated ; and the inferior, feet, legs, and
thighs, were as much fwelled. Thele ea-
jfily retained any impreffion made upon
them by the fingers, and upon the lead
rubbing difcharged fo much water, that a
great deal of linen was often wet in dry-
ing it up. In her belly was alrnod feven-
teen gallons of vifcid, filmy water, in co-
lour and confidence very much refembling
a brown, thick, and roapy fyrup. This was
included in a thick, drorig membrane, as
in a bag, which nothing elfe but the

(b ) N. Tulp. Obf. 32. lib. 2,
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In the
ovaria,
left.

membrane of the ovarium covering the ova*

It had its origin on the left ftde, and fpread
itfelf all over the inteftines to the ri^ht,o
The reft of the vifcera were found, and in
their natural ftate (c).

Hift. 65. A woman of fifty, who had
been married, but never had a child, found
her belly begin to fwell about four years be-
fore her death. In the abdomen was a
heap of bladders, of feveral fizes, in which
were liquors of different colours and con-
fiftencies. In fome it was brown and thick,
with a fediment of the colour of amber;
here it was like mucilage of quince feeds;
there like the white of eggs ; and in other
places like ftarch newly boiled. The
largeft of thefe bags weighed about twenty
pound, and the leaft was as big as a walnut.
They all proceeded from the left ovary, the
right being fmall, white, and, in a manner,
dried up. The liquid contained in thefe
veficuiae weighed one hundred and twelve
pound and they, with the uterus, weighed
twenty-five pound more (d).

Hift. 66. A parallel cafe I once faw in a
poor woman, who being thirfty in the time

(c) Philof. Tranf. abrid. vol. 4. part 2. p. 113, &c.
(d) Ibid. vol. 3. p. 306.
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Right.

of harveff, drank a large draught of cold
fpring water, and was immediately feized
with a violent pain in her left fide, like the
cholic. In a few days her belly began to
fwell ; and when fhe died, there was found
a vail: number of veficulas, which came from
the ovary of that fide, and fpread quite a-
crofs the Abdomen to the other, being of as
different fizes, and filled with as different
liquids, as thofe in the foregoing hifiory.
She had been tapped feveral times, but with
very fmall relief, the water difcharged by
this operation being more, or lefs, accord-
ing to the fize of the veficle which was
opened ; but it never, I think, exceeded a
quart at one time.

Hifl. 67. One Mrs. Brown, about twenty-
nine years of age/ having had one child,
thought hcrfelf again pregnant ; but finding
herfelf deceived, after twelve months, fhe
entered upon a flridl courfe of phyfic, as in
a Dropfy, but to no purpofe. Her belly
fwelled moflly on the right fide; fo that
the navel was thruft over to the left. At
fcveral times fire had a great quantity of
limpid femm, like the white of eggs, and
as infipid, taken from her by the paracen-
tefis. Several buckets full of the fame 11-
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flair and
and mat-
ter in it ;

in both.

quid was found lying in the abdomen*
whereof feme was contained in bladders as
big as the fiomach, and others in lefs.
Within the greater veficulas were other fmall
ones, and all came from the right ovary.
The omentum was entirely confumed ; the
gall-bladder was full of triangular yellow
Honesand the other vifeera were all
found (e).

Hid. 68. A poor woman, after lying in,
had her belly fwelled fo as to meafure five
foot round at the navel. It contained thirty-
eight meafures of water, and the right tef-
ticle, or ovary, was as big as a goofe egg,
being filled with hair, and a white, oily,
purulent matter (f).

Hid. 69. A woman, after a long fuppref-
fion of her menfes, had her belly begin to
fwell, and did fo for nine years before it
killed her. The omentum was putrid; the
fpleen little ; the liver pale ; and the colon
thrud cut of its place. In each horn of the
Womb was contained about nine pound of
water and matter included in a great
number of vefi'cula;, feme of which pro-

(e) Philof. Tranf. abr. vol. 3. p. 207. See Eennet’s
fiepul. Anat. p. 491.

(f) Fab. Hiidan. Obf. 48. cent. 5.
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Jnthf, ctej
cum.

ceeded from the external coat of the womb
itfelf (g).

SECT. XVI. T» the Guts.
Hid:. 70. A lady, about fixty-four years

old, had a hard round tumor in the lower
region of the belly, with a conflant dif-
charge of urine. This was taken for a
fchirrhus, for which were given emetics,
cathartics, diuretics, &c. but without fuc-
cefs. One day, having been abroad in the
air, upon her return home, (he voided two
bafons full of grofs excrements, a little
black, and not very fetid j whereupon the
fwelling difappeared, the urine ceafed, and,
in a few hourrs, (he was perfectly reco-
vered. A year after this fhe had an apo-
plexy, which was carried off by emetics
and cathartics. Twelve months, after the tu-
mor (hewed itfelf again, exactly in the fame
manner, which daily increafed for two
years, and then fhe died. Here the caecum
was fo dilated, that its membranes were
fmooth on the outfide, and within was
three quarts of greyifh matter without

(g) N* Tulp. Obf. 45. Lib- 4. See J. Schenk
Obf. Med. 1. 3. p. 414.
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And in
the rec-
tum.

fmell, and not very thick. All the othct*
viiccra very found (h ).

Hifl. 71. A noble lady, having borne two
children, had good reafon to think herfelf
with child again 3 but at the end of feven
months, her belly being large, and no mo-
tion of the child felt, it was then concluded
that die had either a mole or a Dropfy.
After file had confulted a great number of
phyficians, and taken all the medicines
which they could diredt for her, both in-
ternally and externally 5 at length fhe was
leized with a violent pain like that of la-
bour, and, in a fhort time, expired. The
belly being vaflly fwelled, the matter con-
tained in it was found too thick to be dif-
charged by pundture; but, upon making an
indfion, there was found at lead; five pots
(Daniili meafure) of a thick, fizy matter,
pale coloured, and a little tinged with red,
and a lump, or fubflance, like a pine ap-*
pie, or clufter of grapes, filled with the
fame fort of matter, that adhered to the
left fide of the Womb. On the right fide,
alfo, was a membranous body of the fame
kind, as big as a man’s head, fixed to the
bottom of the Womb and os heon. Thefe

(h) Philof Tranf. abr, vol. 3. p. 112, 113.
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Matter.

bodies and matter contained about twenty-
eight pots of the fame meafure. Under the
uterus lay a membrane, which covered all
the reft of the vifeera, being joined upwards
to the baflard ribs on both tides, in the
middle to the peritonaeum, and downwards
to the os pubis, between the uterus and
redum. This being removed, all the viK
cera were found, except the caecum and
redum ; the former being as big as a child’s
arm of three years old above the wrid,
and the latter had a tumor on it as big as an
e gg (0-

SECT. XVII. In the Kidneys

Hift. 72. A young woman died of a
Dreply • no fault appeared in any of the
vifeera, except in the left Kdney. This
was putrid and filled with a moft fetid li-
quor as black as ink, which doubtlefs was
the origin of this diforder (k ).

Hid. 73. One Elizabeth de Bordes had
an abfeefs in her left Kidney, for many
years, which did, at length, equal in mag-
aitude, and dll up the whole cavity of the

(1) A&. Medic. Hafniens, vol. i. p. 17, &c. See
I . Bonnet’s Med. Sept. Collat. p. 729, 730,

(O Etmul. Op. Med. p. 405.
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abdomen. The ftomach and intefiines were
forced by it into the cavity of the bread:, fo
that they could contain little or no food.
There were feven quarts of pus contained in
it, and yet the capfula, or external membrane,
was not broken (/).

Hift. 74, A gentleman, after a violent fit
of exercife, at balKplay, made bloody urine,
to a great quantity. After eight years, he
was fcized with great pain in his Kidneys,
Then his belly began to fwell, and did fo
for thirteen years; during which time
he frequently voided five or fix pints of
the fame kind of matter that was,aferwards
found in his body. The peritonaeum
being removed, there appeared nothing
but a large tumor, which fpread itfelf all
over the cavity of the abdomen, except where
the colon lay upon it, like a girdle. In this
tumor was matter of various colours and
confifiencies j fome was yellow, full of little
glandular bodies, and rough ftones, whereof
fome were as thick as a man’s thumb; fome
was thick and vifcid, like the faeces of oil of o-
lives; others like honey or melted glue; and
in the bottom were five or fix pounds of co-

(I) C. Pifo de Col. Seros.Part. 2. p. 130, 193. Sec
aifo Phllof. Tranf. abrid. v©l. 3, p. 144*
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Urine.

agulated blood, and flones flicking to the
bottom every where. This matter weighed
fixty-eight pounds, and the membrane nine;
which was nothing elfe but the Kidney; it
being four feet, eight inches round, one
way, and three feet, ten inches the other;
the right Kidney, and all the other vifcera,
being perfectly found (m ).

Hift. 75. Vieuflens gives us the hiflory of
one Pet. Labry, who died in the hofpital
of Montpellier, at twenty-five years of age,
of a violent pain in his back. The mouth
of the ureter was flopped up with a rough
flonc ; and the pelvis of the Kidney was fo
diftended as to contain more than three
pints of urine, the Kidney being whole;
but the glands and papilla? fo fqueezed to-
gether, that there was not the leafl appear-
ance of them (n).
SECT. XVIII. In the Bladder
Hifl. 76. One Mr. Smith, of Highgate,

died of a Dropfy in 1687. His Bladder of
urine was as large as a child’s head, and a
quarter of an inch thick. The ureters were

as large as the fmall guts in children, and

(m) Bonnet. Med. Sept. Coll. p. 739. and Sepulc.
Anat. p. 485.

(n) Nov. Vafor. Hum. Corp. Syftema, p. 189,
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In vef:cu-
le, or hy-
datides.

full of urine, or a ferous matter, which*
upon preffure, did eafily regurgitate into the
kidneys, but would not pafs at all into the
Bladder. The kidneys were confumed, fo
as to become like large bags, the pelvis of
each being large enough to hold three ounces
of water. In the Bladder were twelve
cyfles, bags, or veficulsa, of different dimen-*
fions, fbrne being as large as a goofe egg,
and all filled with a limpid feruro. The
coats of them were fome thick, others thin
and tender; and they were all of them
loofe and without adhefion to one another,
or to the coats of the Bladder. There was
little or no urine in the Bladder; fo that it
was imagined that this miferable gentleman
could only make water when fome of thefe
hydatides were broken, by the Bladder’s be-
ing too much crowded with them. The
liver was large and hard ; the lungs of a li-
vid colour, and wholly replete with a puru-
lent matter, a flone, as big as that of a
cherry, being in one lobe. A fungous fub-
Ifancc covered the heart, which was large,
and had a polypus in each ventricle (0).

(0) Phi], Tranf. abrid. vol. 3. p. 148. See T, Bon-
net's Scpulcr. Anat. p. 546.
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Between
the coats.

HifL 77. A country woman had her belly
fo (welled, that (lie and all the neighbours
thought (lie was with child of twins. Af-
ter eleven months (he died ; when there w as
found two or three pound of vifeid, feetid
humour in the cavity of the abdomen, and
between the two coats of the Bladder a
large quantity of pus, the exterior coat be-
ing lacerated, and the inner perfedly found.
The womb, and all the vifeera, were in
their natural (late. It was thought this
diforder came from a kick with a cow [o).

SECT* XIX. In the Scrotum.
Hift. 78. A man was troubled with a

Dyfpnaea, fo that he could not lie down in
his bed, but was forced to (it and deep in
a chair. After this, his belly began to fwell,
and about a month or two before he died,,
this tumor went entirely away ; but his Scro-
tum fwelled to a prodigious fize,(y>).

Hift. 79, A man of forty, being ill of an
Afcites, took feveral medicines for it to
little or no purpofe. At length, the hu-
mour fell fo violently upon the Scrotum,
that it mortified. By the application of

(0 ) T. Bonnet’s Med. Sept. CoJlat. p. 739,
(7>) C. Pifo de Coll. Serof. Obf. 55.
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Hyefrcele
or Her-
nia aguo-
fc.

proper medicines, it digeded, whereby the
dropffcal humour was difeharged; and when
it dropped it off, nature covered the tcdicles
with a callous fubdance i fo that he after-
wards got children, and enjoyed a good
date of health many years (q ).

A Dropfy, or watery fwelling, in this
part is, by mod: authors, called Hydrocele,
(r) or Hernia Aquofa. Hiftories of it arc
common in the writings of furgeons.

Hid. 80. A man, after an intermitting
fever, had an hernia on the right fide which
by degrees extended to the tefticle. This
was reduced, and a trufs ordered to be
worn but in a few days he felt darting
pains along the fpermatic veffels, and a tu-
mor appeared under the groin, which in
time came to equal a fmall melon. This was
pierced by a trochar, and a pint and a half
of lymph difeharged, which funk the tumor
only one half. At lad: there were three di-
ffindt tumors difeoveredi. one in the cyflis
hernialis, the upper orifice of it having been
clofed by the pad of the trufs; 2. between
this and the cremader mufcle in the cellula

tq) Fabr. Hildan. Cent. 1. Obf. 48. Cent. 5. Obf,
76, 77. and Cent. 4. Obf. 66, 67, 68.

(r) From water, and a rupture.
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of the tunica vaginalis; 3. upon the tunica
albuginea, which had been opened by the
trochar. The teilicle was found, but it was
not pofiible to avoid doing injury to the
fpermatic vedels, fo that he was forced to
fuffer caftration, and fo recovered (j).

Hid. Bx, One Mr. Heap, fchoolmader, of
Mancheder, for two years before his death
was fuppofed to labour under an afcites, and
an hernia intedinalis; for he had a tumor
like a fatchel hung betwixt his thighs, fo
that he could hardly walk. In the fpace of
three weeks, one hundred and twenty pints,
or fifteen gallons, of fetid water idlied through
the coats of the fcrotum, which at lad morti-
fied, and killed him. The fubdance of the
cutis was found to be very fchirrous all over
the region of the groin, the membrana adi-
pofa was full feven inches thick, and all the
vifcera in the cavity of the abdomen were
perfectly found. There were twenty or
thirty faccules of fat, which adhered to the
bowels, of the fize and fhape of pears.
During the whole courfe of his illnefs, he
eat and drank plentifully, had a good di-
gedion, had little or no third, made water

(;) Le Dr.-'.n, Obf. Chirurg. 75.
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freely ; and in iTort had no other complaint
except the fuelling ftj.

Observations.

1. In the foregoing hiftories we find
Dropfies of the belly, Afcites, confined to
almofl every part of the abdomen, the reft
of the vifeera being all found perfectly found
upon diffeftion. Thus the flomach, omen-
tum, liver, mefentery, womb, kidneys, guts,
and bladder, have each of them been the
foie caufe of thefe kind of Dropfies ; fp
little truth is there in the old account of the
Afcites, which lays the caufe of it always in
a fault of the liver or fpleen.

2. The Afcites often proceeds from in-
flammations, and over-heating the blood
firft, and then fuffering it to cool hafHly.
This is, indeed, the general caufe of moll
diflempers j perhaps, of two thirds of thofe
to which mankind is fubject.

3. By Dropfies all the vifeera of the ab-
domen have fometimes been entirely con-
fumed, at others, diflended to a monflrous
degree. The omentum and liver have be-
come a vaft heap of glands 3 and a bag

(t) D.. Leigh’s Natural Hid. of Chcfhire, &c. b. 2*
p. 76.
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filled with fetid, nady matter : the kidneys
have been entirely confumed, and their place
fupplied by the mefentery, which has fome-
times been twenty pound weight. All the
vifcera have been covered with a tartarous,
Itony fubdance ; and perfons have died of
an Afcites, without either third or difficulty
of urine.

SECT. XX. In the Joints of the
Limbs.

Hid. 82. A gentleman had a flight wound
in his middle finger, which being ill-treated,
by a barber-furgeon, it became painful,
when there dropt from it a whole mea-
fure of clear water. This flux was attended
with fuch great pain, fever, and lofs of
drength, that he was brought almod to
■death’s door before he could be cured (u).

A furgeon of my acquaintance opened an
equal tumor in the middle of a man’s thigh,
oaufed by a kick from a horfe, from whence
there was difcharged a large quantity of clear
lymph only, without blood or matter.

Hid. 83. In the year 1738, a woman of
Bildon, near Wolverhampton (as remark-
able for an impodor, in queen Elizabeth’s

( u) Fabf* Hildan. de Hydrath. p. 833,
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Hyda-
tidcs.

time, as for its toys in ours) had an equal
tumor on the outfide of her right leg from
her ankle to her knee. She looked pale,
was between thirty and forty, never had a
child, complained of great third:, faid it
had been near feven years in coming, but
was never painful till lately* It was laid
open by incidon, and a great number of hy-
datides lying along the tibia, between the
muffles were taken out of it. They were
of different fzes, from that of a pea to
that of a pigeon’s egg ; were included in fe-
veral membranes, and contained a tranfpa-
rent liquor, clear as water. When the out-
ward fkin was taken off, it looked in many
places like the hulk of a grape. The
wound being cured, the third: left her ; and
fhe has now better health than formerly.

Hid:. 84. A cooper, about forty years of
age, had a flight wound near the patella ofthe
right knee; which being too haflily fkinned
over, he was feized with great pain and
inflammation in the part, fo that a mortifi-
cation was much feared. He had alfo a
continual burning fever, and great pain in
the head and back, violent third:, naufea,
&c. A fungus had fpewed out of the
wound as big as a hen's ee?, from whichOOw'
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the furgeon immediately difcharged a pint
and a half of ichor, or clear water. This
continued running fome fewdays, and in that
time feveral pints of the fame fort of liquor
were difcharged, whereby the man’s cure
was at length effected fv).

Hift. 85. A young woman, in walking
one day, fprained one of her ankles, which
was miftaken for a diflocation. By endea-
vouring to reduce it, fo great a flux of hu-
mours was brought upon the part, that fe-
veral pints of water were, in a few days,
difcharged by the wounds there made j and
the upper parts of her body were fo emaci-
ated 3 that there was little more than fkin
left to cover the bones withal ( w).

Fabritius Hildanus thought it worth his
while to beftow a Treatife upon this kind of
Dropfy. Fie gives It the name of Hydrar-
thos [x), or water of the joints. Paracclfus
calls the water of thefe parts Synovia (j).

(v) Fab. Hildan. de Ichor, p. 833, 834. and Obf.
97. Cent. 3.

(w) Fabr. Hildan. p. 835. Adore examples of this
kind may be feen in this Treatife of Hildanus.

(x) From vSu? water, and ct?3foy a joint of the
limbs.

(y) This is a technical word, which perhaps the au-
thor made from wy together, and ovum an egg ; or, per-
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from the likenefs it has to the white of
and from him the French, and many of our
English furgeons, now call it Synovia. Mr*
Petit (z), in his chapter of the Anchylofis,
is very particular in defcribing the nature of
this liquor, and plainly, he fays, demon-
firales, that the Anchylolis and Dropfy of
the joints, muft often proceed from the
acidity, or fcurnefs, of the fynovia, occa-
honed by the pox, king’s evil, &c. which
have fometimes diffolved and reduced it to a
perfect water.

haps, like the words gas, opodeldock, &c. is not to be
derived from any language that I underftand.

(z) Treatifeof the Difeafes of the Bones, Part, i,

Ch. 16.
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The ma-
ture of
hiflorv.

C H A P. I!L

ohfervations on the foregoing Hij~
torus .

TO deliver matters of fact is the chief
bufinefs of a faithful historian. The

plainer the ftyle, and more fimple the ex-
pfeffion, the more lading will be the ideas
in the mind of the reader. Long periods,
and ail the other gaudy ornaments of rhe-
toric, fhould here be cautioufly avoided* as
being not only fuperfluous, but often pre-
judicial. Truth never appears fo charm-
ing and lovely, as when plain and naked.
Thus it is with the hi dory of men’s adlions,
and thus it is with the hiilory of difeafes, to
which our bodies are obnoxious. For this
reafon I have, in the foregoing hi dories cgu-
tiouily avoided every thing that looked like
fuperiiuiiy; but hope I have not thereby
rendered the matters of fadt obfcure. How-
ever, if any difficulty fhould arife, the reader
may have recourfe to the original for fatis-
fadilon, of which I have only given him a
fhort abridgement. For this reafon I ra-
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ther chofe to give the hiflories of particular
Dropfies from the writings of other men,
than from my own experience and obferva-
tion.

The authors I have quoted are, I think,
fuch whofe veracity will not fo much
as once be fufpedled by any ferious perfon ;

and, therefore, the foregoing hiflories being
allowed to be true, from thence may be de-
duced thefe following propofitions, which
will demonflrate to us the nature of this
terrible difeafe, and will be a fure foun-
dation, whereonito fix our prognoflics, and
method of cure.

All the veffels of a human body arc
capable of a vafl diflention. The fize of
men is altogether accidental, nature having
appointed no certain flandard in this cafe;
but only fet fome certain limits beyond

J j

which it fliali not pafs. While the force
which drives about the fluids continues uni-
form, and fo increafes, each part of the
body either does, or may receive an equal
addition or augmentation, till the whole
comes to the bulk which nature defigned :

but when, by any accident, this force be-
comes unequal, i. e. quicker in fome, and
flgwer in other parts, the fize or fhape of
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the body mufl foon be altered. Fom a cir-
culation thus unequally carried on for a con-
fiderable time together, a diflention firfl,
and then a rupture of the veffels, mufl ne-

ceffarily follow. Hence tumors of all
kinds, whether phlegmonic, fcrophulous,
or dropfical, may very eafily be accounted
for. The firfl of thefe is from an unequal
circulation of the blood in the veins and ar-

teries ; the fecond from that of the glandu-
lous juices ; and the lafl from that of the
lymph, as will by and by, I hope, more
plainly be made appear.

J.
Different
forts of
tumor#
from
whence.

A Dropfy, or a collection of water, and
watery humours, may be formed in any
part of a human body, even in the bones
themfelves. Dropfies, however, are moll
frequently to be met with in the larger ca-
vities, viz. in the head, breafl and belly.
The antients, not much ufed to the diffec-
tion of human bodies, were of opinion, that
all Dropfies did originally proceed from the
fpleen, or liver ; but the bare perufal of the
foregoing hiflories, will fufficienily convince
any perfon of the falfity of this hypo-
thefis.

ir.
Dropfiei
in every
part of
the hu-
man bo-
dy.

All Dropfies proceed from a fault in fome
one part at the beginning ; but in time.
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Ilf-

Hard to
find where
an afcites
begins.

many other, both contiguous, and at a diftaincc*
may be, and often are, fufFerers ; fo that upon
the diffedion of a dead body, it is very diffi-
cult, and fometimes impoffible, to find out
exadly from which part the water or drop-
fcal humour had its origin. The great Dr.
Friend (J>) is of opinion, that when the par-
ticular part cannot exadly be difcovered
from whence a Dropfy of the abdomen has
its origin, it always comes from the peri-
tonaeum, or omentum ; if the reft of the
vifcera are found, as they very frequently
are; becaufe in an Afcites the cawl is gene-
rally corroded, wafted, or putrified ; and as
to the peritonaeum, the glands of it are
ufually affeded in this cafe : but this,
though very often, is not always the
cafe.

A violent and ccnftant thirft, fhortnefs of
breath, and the making too fmall a quantity
of urine, are generally taken for infallible
tokens of, and ccnftant attendants upon, a
Dropfy i but it is poffible, a perfon may have
this diforder in the moft violent manner ima-
ginable, and yet be entirely free from all
thefe complaints. From hence it neceffiarily

(l) Hi ft. .of Phyfic, vol. i. p. 161. See alfo T.
Bonnet’s Med. Sept. Coll, p, 727.
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follows, that there is no fymptom efiential
to a Dropfy, but a fwelling of the part af-
felted ; all the other fymptoms here men-
tioned coming on as the difeafe increafes.o
C. Pifo therefore very juftly obferves, that
whofoever is converfant in the diffedions of
hydropic bodies, will find a tumor to be the
mod frequent, if not the only, caufe of an
Afcites : but thefe kind of fwellings often
come on flowly, and the lymphatics are fre-
quently burft before any difcovery is made
of the diforder. Mr. Wifeman (c) men-
tions a perfon who had a prolapfus ani, for
which he was confulted. Upon obferving
the folded flieet which lay under him to be
wet through, as if foaked in water, he
thought the man to be dropfical, though
neither he, nor any of his friends, believed
it. Three quarters of a year after he died
of an apoplexy, when fomewhat more than
a quart of water was found in the cavity of

IV.
Swelling
of the
part the
only
lymptom
of a
Ereply.

the abdomen.
The foregoing propofition holds true in

the Hydrocephalus, or Dropfy of the head.
V.

Even In
tlie head.An apoplexy, palfy, epilepfy, gutta ferena,

convulfions, and a total deprivation or lofs
of fenfe, have fometimes been caufed by

(cj B. 3, ch, 2,
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Nature of
the brain
unknown.

water contained in the head; and yet at other
times, when the whole fubfianceof the brain
by the water has been fqueezed fo as to be-
come like a membrane, the lenfes have con-
tinued good and perfect (d). No fyftem of
philolbphy hitherto invented is able, I
fuppofe, to account for thefe feeming con-
trarieties.

There are more hiftories of Dropfies, and
other diforders of the head, than of any
other part of the body; which ferve rather
to confound, than affifc us in difcovering the
nature of the brain. Wounds in this part
are fometimes mortal, at others not. The
fubfiance of the brain is uniform, but of fo
foft and watry a nature, that if twenty-five
grains of it be expofed to the air, twenty-
four of them will exhale and only one grain
of foiid fubfiance remain. From this moift
part the nerves apparently have their origin ;

but how, or by what means, fenfation is per-
formed, we are entirely ignorant. In the
year 1736, 1 faw a female embryo taken
from the mother, which wanted but a fort-
night of its full time. Whilft it was in the
womb it was more brifk and lively than mod:
children, but fo foon as it came into the air

(d) See chap. 2. fe6l. 1.
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expired. The whole fubftance of the brain
and /hull were wanting, the latter appearing
as if had been cut off juft above the eyes,
and fo round by the ears and atlas, fo that
I could thruft my finger into the hollow of
the vertebrae where the medulla fpinalis lies.
It is certain feme kind of circulation muft be
carried on in thefe veflels ; but the animal
fpirits could never yet be feen, not even by
the largeft microfcopes. In many kinds of
brutes the brain is larger, more fine and
beautiful, and the nerves more capacious,
than in a human body ; and yet the latter,
with all thefe feeming imperfections, per-
forms much more furprizing things than
the former. If, then, we are ignorant of
the nature and ufe of the brain in general,
how ridiculous muft it be for any one to
pretend to fix the foul, or feat of thought
and underftanding, in this or that particular
part of it. Though Des Cartes was fo fond
of the glandula pinealis, and aferibed fuch
prodigious qualities to it, it has nothing in it
different from any other part of the brain ;

nay, unhappily for this gentleman’s hypo-
thecs, it feems to be a part lefs neceffary to
life than feveral others: for there was a
child born at Paris, which lived four days.
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vr,
Ko gene-
ral pre-w
cepts to
be given
in pbyfic.

and another at Leyden, which lived to- b$
a year old, without a conarium, or glandula
pinealis (?); but of this,, perhaps., more
than enough.

A dy/pnaea, or fhortnefs of breath, is a
conftant fymptom of a Dropfy in the bread.
If this does hot appear in the beginning of
this diforder, yet when the weight of wa-
ter comes to prefs upon the diaphragm, it
mud of neceffity fellow. This kind of
Dropfy, as many others, is hard to be difeo-.
vered, till the life of the patient is in the
utmofl danger. For this reafon, many per-
fons have laid down what they call certain
rules whereby we may be apprized of this
diforder. One gentleman fays, we may ai-
med; infallibly know a Dropfy of the bread
from other diforders there, by the perfon’a
breathing better when he lies, than when
be is in an eredt pofture (f) but the great
RIverius (g) feems to edabli/h the diredt
contrary for a truth, a/Turing us, that when
a per/on is feized with a fhortnefs of breath
upon his falling afleep, which wakes him.

(e) Philof. Tranf, abridg. vol. 3. p. 23. See T*,
Bonnet’s Med. Sept, Collar. p. 24, 25.

(f) Philof. Tranf. abrid. vol. 3. p.. yy,
(g) Op. Med. p. 255.







Dropsy Faye (97





of DROPS Y. 89
as the night does, and grows gra-

dually better as the day comes on ; this may
fee taken for almod an infallible iign of a
Dropfy in the bread:. Hence we may learn
how cautious we ought to be in laying down
general rules or precepts in phydc. There
is no certain concludon to be drawn from
the mod: exact obfervations that can be
made in one cafe or two in phyfic ; for
from the foregoing hiflories (6) it is evi-
dent, both thefe obfervations might very
juftly have been made, but that neither of
them (hould have been laid down as a gene-
ral rule j for though the nobleman was al-
ways better upon his lying down in bed,
yet the old gentleman in the next cafe was
never eafy in that pofture. I know a certain
baronet, who, in his youth, was frequently
troubled with a nervous afthma; for which
reafon he was dridtly enjoined, by one that
was lately at the head of his profedion, re-
ligioufly to abftain from opium, and all pre-
parations of it, though his circumdances
might feem to require it ever fo much.
This general rule had certainly cod; him his
life, in a fradture of one of his legs, had I

[h) Hi ft. 18, and 15,
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vn.
jfenAfcites
and gravi-
tation'not
to be dif-
tinguiftied
at the be-
ginning.

not frequently given it him, though contrary
to his exprefs commands.

TheAfcites and Gravidation are not to be
diftinguilhed from one another in the begin-
ning, by any marks or criteria hitherto laid
down by phyflcians. Etmuller (i), being
fenfible of the great advantage a difcovery of
this fort would be to the fair-fex, has given
us eight obfervations to guide us in thefe
cafes, ift. In Gravidation, he fays the co-
lour is frefh and lively ; but dull and heavy
in a Dropfy. 2. In Gravidation the fwelling
of the belly is more towards the bread, but
in a Dropfy towards the os pubis. 3. The
water in a Dropfy may be difcovered by
prefling upon the belly with our hands. 4.
The fprightlinefs of the eyes is entirely loft
in a Dropfy. 5. The urine is high co-
loured, and but little in quantity. 6. The
weight of the water may be perceived. 7.
The third is great in a Dropfy, and upon
moving the body, efpecially in bed, the
motion of the water may fometimes be per-
ceived. 8. The menfes flow regularly in a
Dropfy, butceafe upon a Gravidation. When
a Dropfy has continued long, the lympha-
tics are burft, and the quantity of water is

(i) Op. Med. p.
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become large. We muft allow, that many of
tbefc fymptoms will appear; but no one,
nor all of them together, is, or can he, ot
any fervice at the beginning of this difor-
der. The laft obfervation feems the moft
likely to help us; but it is not infallible :

for fome women have their menfes all the
time of their being with child, and others
have laboured under a Dropfy during the
time of their pregnancy (k). Till, then,
fome more exadl obfervations have been
made, I think we may look upon it as one
of the deliderata in the art of healing, to
diftinguifh a Dropfy from Gravidadon at the
firft attack. A touch by the hand of a per-
fon ufed to the practice of midwifry, accord-
ing to Hippocrates fl), will fooneft, and
with the greateft certainty, diftinguilh be-
twixt thefe two cafes. Immediately after
conception, the os uteri internum contracts;
as the uterus increafes, it /huts very clofe,
fo as not to be felt, and fo continues,for fe-
ven or eight months, during the time of
pregnancy. For the two or three firil
months after conception, the uterus conti-
nues fmall, is loofe and pendulous; fo that

(i) See Schenkius’s Obf. 15. Jib. 4. p, 551.
(I) De Natura Muliebri, p. 576.
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VIII.
Women
more fab-
jeer to
forne fort
of Drop-
fies than
men.

In the
parts of
genera-
tion.

it requires the utmod nicety to determine
the cafe at this time; but afterwards it en-
creafes in bulk, and becomes more like a
fixed, fmcoth, and folid body. In the lad:
month, the head of the fstus turns down-
wards in order for delivery, and may very
eafily be felt. Soon after this, the os uteri
internum opens again by degrees, till it be-
comes wide enough for the child and pla-
centa to pafs through; then the waters flow,
and the birth is at hand. The breads
alfo in this cafe, after a few months, be-
come round, hard, and knotted, and after-
wards have milk in them ; but in a Dropfy,
they always continue loft, and at length,
as the body emaciates, become more and
more flabby, till at length they hang like a
loofe piece of fkin, when the body is much
emaciated, and the juices of thefe glands
quite exhauded.

The parts belonging to generation are
more frequently the feat of original Drop-
fies in women, than men. In the former,
not only the tubs fallopians and cornua
uteri, but even the womb itfelf, are often
the original feat of this diforder. In the
latter the fcrotum and tefticles very rarely
fill with water, unlefs the humour drops



of DROPSY. 93

IX.
In the pe-
ritonaeum.

from fome of the vifcera noon this, as the
moft depending part. It is not eafy to
conceive where the water muff be lodged
in fuch women as have had it difcharged
monthly (m), or after a lying-in (?z). Dr.
Strother fuppofes, in the latter cafe, that it
muft be contained in and difcharged by the
tubs fallopians, becaufe he could find out
no other paftage. .Granting this fliould be
fo, yet I think it is not poffible to conceive
how water fliould be difcharged periodically
this way, fince the mouths of thefe tubes
muft, one would think, be conftantly opened
whenever any water prefied againft them ;

but the preffure being conflant by the fup-
pofition, and there being no valves to thefe
tubes, the water muft continually be drop-
ping.

Women are alfo more fubjedl to a Dropfy
of the peritoneum than men. The four
hiftories above belong to the fair-fex only,
and it is very rare to meet with any fuch in
the other. W'hether this be owing to the
fibres of their bodies in general being more
fbft and weak than thofe of the male fex ;

to the greater quantity of fluids wherewith,

(m ) Hift. 56. {«) Hift. 57.
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X.
Different
liquids in
the Af-
cites.

Fat mif-
taken for
a Dropfy.

they abound ; or to any particular formation
of this part, I (hall leave the learned to de-
termine. This membrane fometimes thick-
ens, when water lies upon it ; but whether
it does fo alfo during the time of gravida-
tion, I am not certain : however, it is ma-
nifeft, that in child-bearing women it mull
be fubjeCt to very great dilatation and con-
traction ; on which account, perhaps, the
humours may be difpofed to fall upon it
more frequently in fuch kind of women than
any other perfons.

The liquid contained in the abdomen of
a perfon that labours under an Afcites is not
always the fame. Sometimes it has been
clear, fweet, fait, and four; at others, like
cream, jelly, gall, honey, chocolate, white
of eggs, ale, a brown, thick, roapy fyrup,
and water wherein raw flefh has been wafhed.
Fat, chyle, and pus, or matter, have alfo
been here found in large quantities; fo that
it is no wonder if gravidation in women, or
fat in men, have fometimes been midaken by
the bed phyficians for a Dropfy, there being
no pofiible way of knowing what is con-
tained in the belly of afcitical perfons, till
we behold it with our eyes. Of the for-
mer kind I have already given a diffident
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XL
Some
Dreplies
absolutely
incurable*

number of hidories; of the latter, this one
may be enough. Sir F. L. was fwelled
mightily in his legs, belly, and domach up
to his very throat, fo as to endanger fuffo-
oation, and at length he died. His phyfi-
cians had all-along treated him as in a
Droply, with cathartic, diuretic, &c. me-
dicines. The corpfe being exceeding large,
palls were provided to receive the water,
which was to be let out of his belly; but
upon making the puncture, there only idued
out a gudi of wind. Fie was a perfon of
a great appetite, and fed prodigioudy, fo
that he died of a corpulentia reimia, there
being fix inches and a half of fat lying upon
the peritonaeum fo).

Many dropfies are abfolutely incurable,
from the nature of the part whence they
have their origin. When water is lodged
in the ventricles of the brain, or when the
fubftance of the brain is diftended with it,
by what means can it be difeharged, with-
out the death of the patient ? In the Hy-
drops pedoris, or Dropfy of the bread:,
when the water is contained in a bag, or when

(o) Phllof. Tranf. abrid. vol. 3. p. 21, 22. See aU
fo T. Bonnet’s Med. Sept, ColJat. p. 700, and his Se-
pu’er. Anatom, p. 552.
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XII.
Galloping
Droplies.

the pericardium is diftended with it, how 1
is it poffible to make an incifion, without
doing injury to feme of 'thofe parts
which are more immediately neceflary to
life ? Hydatides have fometimes been taken
out of the abdomen in great numbers, and
by this means the party has been recovered ‘

but when thefe proceed from the Jdomach*
inteftines, mefentery, heart, or pericardium,
what hand fhall be found nice enough to fe-
parate them ; or who can go exactly to them,
withoutdoing injury to To me of the more noble
parts, and fo deftroying life. Avenzoar, Ri-
verius, Hildanus (p) y and many others, are
of opinion, that the womb may be cut out
of the body with fafety. If fo, Dropfies
which proceed from thence might, perhaps,
meet with a fpeedy cure ; but as I never
heard of any woman that was relieved by
this method, fo I am apt to think it would
be no eafy matter to perfuade the ladies of
our nation, when ill of this diforder, to un-
dergo the operation.

As fome Dropdes are Very flow in their
attacks, fo others lieze us with as great
violence. ,In the hiftories weO O

meet with fome perfons that have laboured

Hildani op. p. goi.
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xnt.
Bleeding
at the
uofe a
rncfral
iyHi i- tern.

lindcr this diforder twenty-five or thirty
years together, and others that have been
deAroyed by it in lets than one. As the
former may properly enough be called chro-
nical Drcpfies; fo the latter may deferve the
name of acute, or galloping. It is really
furpridng to find what vail quantities of li-
quids have in a ihort time been taken from
fame perfons in this diforder. Who would
think any perfon could have his belly fill at
the rate of a pint a day for three quarters of a
year together, and yet have little or no thirfr*
and make as much water as he drank fa}

t U S

during the whole fpace of time ? or that'
more than a hogfbead of extravafated lymph
fhould, in lefs than twelve months be taken
out of a man’s belly frj, and yet life con-
tinue ?

Bleeding at the note is generally a fare fgn
of death in an Afcites. This oblervation I
have often found true in oiy attendance
upon thofe who have died of this dif-
temper; nor do I remember to have read
of more than one who recovered when
this ill fymptom appeared (fj. This

(q) Hift. 42*
(r) Hid. 43.
(/) See Mang. Biblioih. vol. p. 384*
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XIV.
Every
pari of
the hu-
man body
may be
altered in
a Dreply.

haemorrhage, I fuppofc, mud come from
a putrid fever, caufed by the contents
of the abdomen being deeped in the
extravafated lymph, which by the heat
of the body at length becomes of a cor-
rofive alkalious nature. Before this hap-
pens, we frequently fee the tongue very red,
dry and parched.

In chronical dropfies, not only the li-
quids, but even the folids, of a human
body are fometimes altered. As the
lower parts fvvell, the upper generally
fall away; fo that at laffc little more is
left than fkin and bones on the arms,
face, neck, and breads. The mufcles of
the abdomen have been fo extenuated as to
become almod invifible; facks, bags, and
membranes, have been formed in different
parts ; the omentum, kidneys, &c. have
almoft entirely been confurned, and the
bones themfelves have fometimes been fo
far affected as to become vaftly large, and dif-
ferent from what they are in a natural
date; nay, the fpleen has almod been pe-
trified, at lead, covered with a tartarous
matter, which made it fomewhat refemble
done. This hidory, I think, deferves pur



<f D R O P S W
admiration equally with thofe of ThuanusJL �

ftJ, where two women* when with child,
bad the uterus filled with fuch a fobfiance,
and the fsetus covered with it. A thing
which this author was afraid pofierity would
hardly believe.

(4) Lib, 76,
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Two forts
of caufes.

Lympha-
tics when
fit ft dif-
covered.

C II A P. IV.

Of the Caufe of a Dropfy.

T X AVI N G already flhewed what vaff
A JL quantities of different forts of liquids
have been collected together in fevered parts
of the human body, our next bufinefs will
be to explain by what ways fuch collections
may be made, or, in other words, to fhew
from whence a Dropfy proceeds.

There are two forts of caufes here to be
confidered: id, the caufa proxima, or im-
mediate caufe of a Dropfy ; which mud be
fome fault either in the folids or fluids of a
human body, or both together: 2d, the
caufa remota, or what the logicians call the
caufa fine qua non 3 which mud be every
thing that cccaflons a diforder in one or
both thefe parts.

The veins, arteries, and nerves, were
parts of a human body well known to the
ancients. About the middle of the laid
century, Thomas Bartholine (u), or our

(u) T. Barthol. Anat, Corp. human.
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countryman. Dr. Jollif (v), difcovered an-
other fort of veffels very different from any
of thefe above-named. From the tranfpa-
rent liquor which they contained, both
thefe gentlemen gave them the name of lym-
phaduffs, or lymphatics. Neither of thefe
authors was, however, able fully to explain
the nature of this their great difcovery.
This, as often happens to new inventions,
was a work left for another; and indeed,
A. Nuck a]mod; brought it to perfection.
This gentleman, in his Adenographia Curb*
ofa, has demondrated, that there is a.circu-
lation carried on in thefe lymphatics analo-
gous to that of the blood ; and that confe-
quently there mud be two forts of them,
like the veins and arteries; the one to carry
the Ivmoh from the blood to the feveral

J -4

parts of the body, and the other to ccmey
it back again. In another work ( <w) be has
alfo proved, that thefe lymphatics are not
only bellowed upon feme particular parts of
the body, as their iirfl difeoverers imagined,
but that they are difperfed all over it; and

(v) Wharton’s Adenograpb. p. 89, See Dr. Plot’s
Hirt. of Oxfordfhire, ch. 9. feel. 212..

(w) Exper. Chirurg. p. 94..
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Lymph,
wbatv

Their
teats.

Valves,

that they go to the very ends of the toes
and fingers.

The lymph, or liquid which circulates in
them. Is compofed of water, fait, fome
rituous and other kind of particles fo very
minute, that their nature has not hitherto
been difeovered. This is the grand fountain
from whence all the liquid fecretions of our
body are fupplied. The urine, fpittle,
fweat, ferum of the blood, whether venal,
or arterial, have from hence their origin,
and therefore any alteration in this, muft
occallon a change in fome one, or all the
other juices of a human body.

Mr. de Bills fx) allures us, that thefe vef-
fels confjfl of two coats; betwixt which are
innumerable very fmall fine filaments, re~
fembling the mofs of trees \ but Nuck and
Ruyfch could never meet with any luch
thing, and therefore wr e may conclude that
it is only imaginary. However, it is certain,
that one kind of them has valves, like the
veins, by Nuck called Semilunares; and it
is probable the other, like the arteries, may
have none. Their coat is not every where of
the fame thicknefs, but becomes ftronger the
nearer they approach to the dudlus thora-*

(x) Philof. Tranf. abrid. val. 3. p. 2,62,
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Origin*

cicus, faccus chyliferus, and fubclavian vein,
for the lyphatics all terminate here, or in
the large veins according to Chefelden. To
the naked eye this coat appears pellucid,
even and thin, but by the microfcope it
feems to be compofed of feveral globuli of
different fizes, hanging by, or joined to one
another. Mr. Chefelden fays, that in a na-
tural- flate, or if filled with air or water,
they appear as cylindrical as the veins; but
that in a morbid ftate, or if filled with a
heavy body, as mercury, they then affume
the form above-mentioned, becaufe the
valves do not equally dilate with the other
parts of them (y),

Some make the nerves, fome the glands,
feme the membranes, and fome the tendi-
nous membranes of the mufcles, to be the
origin of the lymphatics; but it is highly
probable that they rife invifibly from the
tides or extremities of the arteries all over
the body, and end in the veins (zj; for by
blowing air into the fplenlc and emulgent
arteries, thefe veffds have rifen by degrees,
fo as to become vilible on every part of the

(y) Chefeld. Anat. p. 199.
/z) See VieufTen’s Nov. Vafor. Hum. Corp. Sy&ema*

p. 107. & illius Neurograph, c. 17,
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Fyda-
pdcs.

fpleen and kidneys. Mr. Cowper alfo af-
fures us, that if water be injeded by the
arteries, while part of the blood remains in
its vellels, we fhall fee the lymphatics dif-
tended with a bloody water : and Mr. Hales
(a) caufed an univerfal Dropfy in a dog by
injeding warm water into him ; the water
oozing through the fmall orifices of the vef-
fels that are not large enough to receive' the
red particles of the bleed. No wonder,
then, if in a violent ebullition of the blood,
as it fometimes happens, part of it fhould
be found in thefe veftels, as indeed it always
is in inflammations.

The lymphatics fometimes fwell to a great
fize, and are filled with liquids of various
colours and conliftencies ; but for the mod:
part with a clear tranlparent water. The
valves not giving way to the fame force as the
other parts of thefe veflels do, is, as was
juft now obferved, the reafon why they
feem to be cornpofed of different knots, or
bags, and the blood and other juices mix-
ing with the lymph, and by the heat of the
body digefting with it,' gives thofe fevered
colours and conliftencies, which have fo

(a) flacmafh p. 116,
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Vifiblc to
the naked
eye.

often been found in the abdomen of thole
that have died, or been tapped for an Af-
cites ( h).

Bellini, according to his odd way of
philofophy, endeavours to explain in an-
other manner the nature of thefe hydatides,
atfd to fhew what caufes may produce them:
but the whole is fuch a It range confufed
parcel of fluff, that I fhall only give my
reader the trouble of feeing where he may
find it (c) if he thinks proper.

In rotten (beep thefe hydatides, or blad-
ders of water, are often found as big as wal-
nuts upon uterus, omentum, lungs, &c. as

is well known to every butcher. In human
bodies, fuch veficu'a. 1 or hydatides have been
taken out of the neck, as big as nuts, fixty
at a time [d) ; they have been voided by the
womb fe), by ftool (/), and by urine (g).
They have alfo frequently been found on
the kidneys and almofl every other of the

(b) See Vieuffens as above, p. no,

(c) De Urinis & Pulfibus, p. 172.
(d) Philof. Tranf. ab:id. vol. 4. p. 24. part 2.

(e) N. Tulp. Obf. 32. lib. 3.
(f) Philof. Tranf. abrid. ibid. p. 98. See River.

Qbf. cent. 3. and obf. 48. cent. 4.
(gj Philof. Tranf. abrid. p. gg. Hill. 76, above,
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Ufe.

Experi-
ments.

vifcera of the abdomen, as is evident from
the foregoing hidories.

Anatomifts are of opinion that the ufe of
the lymphatics is principally for conveying
a diluting liquor to the chyle, from the va-
rious cavities, and furfaces of the body. * *

Hence they fay thofe of the lower parts of
the body empty themfelves into the recep-
taculum chyli, as thofe of the upper parts
do into the dudtus thoracicus and fubclavian
vein.

If the jugulars of a dog be tied, fo as to
prevent the blood’s circulation through
them, he will fhed abundance of tears, the
faliva will run as faft from him, as if a fa-
llvation was raifed by mercury, and a ferous
matter will ooze out betwixt the integuments
of the head and the interfaces of the mufcles
•of the neck

If the vena cava be tied clofe a little
above the diaphragm, the abdomen will fill
with water as in an Afcites, the animal will
foon grow weak and faint, and in a fhort

(h) Nuck’s Sialograph. Lower de Corde, p. 112,
113. Bonnet’s Sepulc. Anat. p.366. Friend’s Hiit.
Phyfic, vol. 2. p. 158.
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A fault in
the lym-
phatics
the caufo
proxima
of ali
Propfies*

time expire (/). If the veins of the kidneys
be tied, and a thin liquor injedled into the
arteries, it will pafs off by the ureters into
the bladder like urine.

Whoever confiders attentively thefe expe-
riments, and the foregoing hiftories, will not
want any other arguments, I prefume, to
convince him, that neither the veins, arte-
ries, or nerves, can poffibly be the conduits
through which fuch large quantities of wa-
ter are conveyed to the feveral parts of a
human body. The lymphatics then muft
be the veffels which alone can difeharge fo
much liquid in fo fhort a time, Thefe, as
they are placed in every part of the body
from head to toe, are fufficient to account
for all the furprifing phamomina above re-
lated ; efpecially if we confider at the fame
time what different kinds of liquids, upon
a diftention of thefe veffels, may be
fqueezed out of the capillary veins, arteries,
and feveral forts of glands contiguous to the
part affeded, It is no wonder then to meet
with a galloping Dropfy fometimes, where
the afflided fill with water at the rate of a

(i) Lower de Cordc g, 110, &c. See T. Bonnet,
Ut fupra, p. 423,
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Obje&ion.

pint a day or more ; nor to find the upper
parts of dropfical perfons, fo much funk af-
ter firong purges, where the lymphatics are
broken. A gentleman, who had not la-
boured under this diforder more than three
weeks or a month, took two dofes of gotta
gamba by my advice within three days of one
another. Thefe did not at all abate the tu-
mor of the abdomen, but they made fo
great an evacuation both by fiool and urine,
that the mufcles of his arms immediately
became flaccid, the fldn of his upper parts
hung loofe like a bag, and in a few weeks
more he expired.

There is one kind of veflels in a human
body, not yet mentioned, from whence an
objection may poffibly be raifed againft the
foregoing dodlrine; I mean the conglomorate
glands. The Hydrarthros, or Dropfy of the
joints, fccms to have its origin from hence,
or from the wounded nerves, tendons, or
perioftium. It is evident, that in all the
larger joints of the body efpecially, there
are certain glands there placed, which fepa-
rate a liquor for lubricating the parts that
are contiguous, and for keeping them from
wearing by their confcant motion and at-
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anfvvered.

trition [k). The excretory duels of thefe
glands hang loofe like rags or pieces of
fringe within the articulation, and fome-
times difeharge large quantities of a muci-
laginous liquor, as is evident from the fore-
going hiftories ; but whether this liquor is
difeharged from thefe excretory duds only,
or fome of the lymphatics which may
poflibly help to compofe the body of thefe
glands, is not yet, nor perhaps ever may be,
determined ; the be ft glaffes hitherto in-
vented, are not fufficient perfedly to inform
us of the nature of thefe kind of bodies ;

or whether there is fuch a thing as an anaf-
tomofs between the veins and arteries. As
then, by parity of reafon, we conclude there
are lymphatics in feveral parts of the body,
where the eye has not yet been able to dif-
cover them : fo, till we are better informed
of the nature of thefe glands, I think we
may conclude, that the greateft part of thofe
fluids which are depoflted fometimes upon
the joints, muft come from the lymphatics ;

and that the glands here and in almofl: every
other part of the body, may probably make
an addition to the quantity, by the fluid

(k) See Mr. Petit’s Treadle of the Bores, P. 1. eft.
16. Mr. Monro’s Anatomy of Human Pones, &c.
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Three
ways, i ft,
by dilata-
tion:

zd, by
tranfuda-
tion;

which they feparate from the whole mafs of
blood, as we obferved before, and had been
long ago by Fabritius Hildanus.

Thefe lymphatics then may be the caufe
of a Bropfy three ways j viz. ifl, By dila-
tation . All the fibres of an animal body
are elaflic, and confequently capable of great
dilatation (/) without injury. In large tu-
mors of different forts, and in women that
bear children, every day fhews us how vafliy
the fkin and membranes may be diflended,
and in a fhort time return to themfelves
again. The young Spaniard, mentioned by
Baglivi and Tulpius, could at his pleafure
draw the fkin of his neck to his mouth and
nofe, and cover his whole face with that
which he drew from his fhoulder : hence
the hydrops faccatus, and that from hyda-
tides, will eafily be accounted for. adly, By
what the Greeks call or tranfuda-
tion. It is poffible when the lymphatics
come to be pretty far diflended, that either
at their junctures or anaflomofes, at their
valves if we fuppofe them to confifl of feve-
ral veficulse, or elfe at their extremities, a
fort of dew or vapour may fometimes be dis-
charged, which may at length by condenfa-

(I) Obf. i. ch. 3.
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tion become a body, or mafs of water :

This water may at firft be returned into the
mafs of blood again, by fome veflels not hi-
therto difcovered; for Dr. Mufgrave in-
jedled three pound and a quarter of warm
water into the bread; of a grey-hound bitch,
which was all carried cff thus without any
vifible evacuation ( m) j but when by heat of
the part it has acquired a lentor, it muft
lodge upon the part and bring pn a Dropfy.
May we not from hence give aff.account of
thofe kind of Dropfies whichVme on
flowly and are many years in forming ? gdly.
By rupture. A flip, a fall, or lifting up a
great weight, has at once brought on a
Dropfy without a previous diforder. Every
thing therefore that can occafion a breach
of the lymphatics, muft equally occafion
a Dropfy with the things here named.
This is doubtlefs the moft frequent and ge-
neral caufe of Dropfies, which confequently
muft be quicker or flower, and more or Ids
dangerous, according to the number of
veflels wounded, and the part to which they

(m) Philof. Tranf. abrid. vol. 3. p. 78. This way of
filling any part of the body is what Mr. Garengeot calls
infiltration.
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belong. This kind of filing is called ef»
fulion.

From, what has already been faid, it is eafy
to conceive how obftruclions formed in the
blood-veffels may bring, on a Dropiy. When
the veins are obftruded, the blood being
conftantly thru ft forward by the arteries, and
not received fail: enough by the veins, muft
quicken the circulation of the lymph, and
confequently in time a diflention and rup-
ture of its vefiels muft follow. The fame
thing will likewife happen, if the arteries
are obftrudted. Whenever then the venal
or arterial blood becomes too thick and
fizy, or too thin and aqueous, the lymph
will exceed in quantity, and the equilibrium
not being reftored, part of it muft in time
be difeharged upon this or that part of the
and there form a Dropfy.

In an A (cites, the venal blood is always
faid to be too thin ; but I am both from
reafon and experience convinced of the con-

trary. Could vve take away blood in this
diftemper, without injury to our reputation,
we fhould almoft conftantly find it thick
and fizy. Willis and Friend were both of
this opinion, and the latter of thefe au-
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*hors f'n) fays, that it proceeds from an oh*
drudtion of the lungs, which are not able
to give a due comminution to the blood,
they having been frequently found obftrudt-
ed in fuch as have died dropfical. This, I
own, is fometimes the cafe; but from the
former part of this difcourfe it is evident,
that this thicknefs of the venal blood may
arife from feveral other caufes. May we
not from the thicknefs of the blood in this
didemper, affign a diffident caufe for the
drynefs of the Ikki in dropdcal perfons, or
give a reafon why fuch perfons feldom fweat
of themfelves, or can be made to do fo by
medicines ?

By this time I fuppofe it is evident* that
the matter contained in a dropfical tumor
mud: at firft be clear, or at mod tinged with
a little blood, or the juice of fome particular
gland. Of this colour we frequently find
it; but when it has been long out of the
veflels of circulation* when fome evacu-
tions have been flopped, and others too
much increafed, and when many of the
parts adjacent are become putrid; it is no
wonder that it fhould fo often differ in co-
lour, fmell, tafle, and confiflency. In a

(u) Hift. of Phylic, vol. 2.. p. 160,
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Dropfy that came from a fall off a horfc,
the liquid difcharged by the trochar was at
firff like coffee, and at laft like blood. Bar-
bet found it in a poor woman to be iff. Thin
and fluid ; 2d, Gelatinous ; 3d, Tough ; 4th,
Hard, like the fubftance of fteatoma. When
the ureters have long been obftrudted, it is
frequently like urine, both in fnlell and taffe.
Of the cleared: fort of lymph* Mr. Boyle
{0) muff only be underffood when he fays,
that the fluid which diffends the abdomen
in a Dropfy had been frequently found by
him, to be of a different nature from either
water or urine, for it would keep long with-
out putrifying ; and upon evaporation over a
gentle fire when frefh, it would firff grow
roapy, then flzy, and at the laft gelatinous.
Five pints of water were taken from a gen-
tlewoman (p) who became droplical after a
mifcarriagc. At firff it was yellow and
greenifh, and then like the water wherein
raw fleffi had been wafhed. After it had
flood together all night, it appeared to be
nothing elfe but blood, fuch as comes from
the veins j for there was a large fibrous craf-

(0) Boyle’s Works, abridged by Shaw, vol, 1. p. 33,
(p) Mi Lifter cle Hydrope, p. 32, &e»
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famentnm at the bottom of the vefTel,. and
fcvhat fwam at, the top was like ferum, with-
out any (linking or corrupted fmelL

Having thus (hewn what is the imme-
diate caufe of a Dropfy, it is no hard mat-
ter to conceive how every thing that con-
tributes to the forming obftrudtions in the
blood-veffels or glands, to the cauling too
much, or too fizy lymph, muft be a caufa
fine qua non> or fecondary caufe, of a
Dropfy.

Very few perfons, fince Hippocrates, have
done more towards the curing of difeafes
than our countryman Dr. Sydenham. Mr.
Shaw, however, in his fpurious (y) edition
of Boerhaave’s Chemifcry, very boldly af-
firms, that he was entirely ignorant both of
chymiftry and anatomy : that, after the
death of many thoufands, chance alone di-
redted him to the ufe of fpirits of vitriol,
in the fmail-pox, and of fpirits of hartshorn
for convulfions in young children. This is
a heavy charge indeed, if true, and Ihould
not have been afferted by any man, efpeci-
ally by any one of this nation, without the
ftrongeft and cleared; evidence. That the
dodtor, like other men, was fubjedl to mif-

(f) p
. 197,
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takes, I allow, and he himfelf ingenuoufly
confeffes it but that he was fo ignorant o£
thefe two arts, which are fo very neceffary
to the competing a good and great phytician,
I can by no means at prefent believe: be
this as it will, I am certain he did not per-
fectly underftand the nature of a Dropfy,
and that his chapter upon this difeafe has
done as much hurt to mankind, as fome
other parts of his writings have done good.
Here he potitively affirms; that all Dropfies
arife from a thin, weak blood ; and that this
thinnefs of the blood is occationed, iti, By
the lofs of too much blood, or by too large
evacuations of fome kind or other: 2dlyr

By long difeafes: 3dly, By drinking too
many fpirituous liquors, or too much water
when men have been accuftomed to flronger
drink. From what has been already faid in
this chapter, it is apparent, that a Dropfy
tvill as certainly be caufed by too thick
blood, as that which is too thin; and that
it is frequently found fo in droptical perfons.
By the fequel alfo it will, I hope, appear,
that a fuppreffion of the piles, mCnfes, or
any other ufual evacuation, will as foon
caufe a Dropfy, as too great a difeharge of
them. From the nature of fpirituous li-
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quors, which always harden flelhy fibres,
and from experience, we are allured, that the
two frequent ufe of them mull dellroy the
tone of the ftomach and bowels; from
whence a vifeid fizy chyle and blood mull
be expeded. Bellini s theory, and every
day’s experience make it plain, that after all
inflammatory fevers, the fmall-pox, gout,
rheumatifm, &c. the blood and juices be-
come fo thick and fizy, that frequently a

ftagnation is caufed, obllrudions formed,
and eruptions break out in fome part or

other of the body; fo that bleeding after
fuch kinds of diforders is equally neceflary
as at the beginning. For want of this eva-
cuation after the mealies and fmall-pox.
how many perfons have fallen into an atro-

phy, or died of a marafmus ? Whenever
the greateft phyfician writes a theory of any
difeafe, it Ihould be done with the utmoft
caution, and founded upon a long feries of
experiments and obfervations. Wherever
thefe are wanting, all theory in phyfic is to
he fulpeded. A man may better write phi-
lofophy, as Des Cartes did, by imagination,
without any regard to nature, than phyiic
without fads j becaufe an error in the for-
mer cafe can never be of fuch ill conference
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as the lofs of a man’s life may be, by a mif4
take in the latter. Dr. Sydenham’s error
in the the theory of the Dropfy, I fear, has,
been the death of many a perfon; but what
has been already faid, and what will here-
after follow in this difeourfe, will, I hope,
give mankind a better idea of the nature of
this great and terrible diflemper.

Dr. Ch. PreftoQ gives us a fhort, but
very fatisfa&ory account of the nature of a.
Dropfy, where (r) he fays, the true caufe
of a Dropfy mull be either from the me-
chanic flrudture of the parts, or the indifpo-
fition of the blood. The fibres and pores,
of the velfels or veficukc, which are be-
tween the arteries and veins, may he either
relaxed, qr camprefled, and the blood may
be either too thin., or too vifcid. If too
thin, it pafles eafily through the pores of
the veflculaa; and if too thick and vifcid, it
cannot pafs through the capillary vefiels, but
comprefles the adjacent parts, and fo forms
obftruftions.

Dr. Pitcairn fays, a Dropfy may arife
from any of - thefe four caufes: ift, The
blood may be too vifcid for the ferous parts
to flow through the urinary, or cutaneous

(r) Philcf. Tranf. abrld. vol. 3. p. 142,
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paPages: 2d, The vefiels may be Praitened,
from fome caufe compreffing or Popping
them, as Pone in the kidneys, &c. 3d, The
motion of the blood may be too languid
from evacuations of it by phlebotomy, &c.
4th, Becaufe fome ufual evacuations, or paf-
fages, are either fuppreffed, or cornpreffed,
whence the lymphatics muff neceharily
BurP.

In putting a flop to any ufual evacuation,
great caution ought to be ufed for fear the
remedy fhould prove worfe than the difeafe.
Our great mailer Hippocrates fays exprefsly,
that when the bleeding piles have been of a
long ilanding, they fhould not all be flopped
at a time 5 but that one fhould be keot

4

open. Every good furgeon knows, that it
is not only troublefome, but very danger-
ous, to dry up old ulcers fuddenly. Dr.
Willis fays, he knew an anafarca come from
an itch ill cured; and another, from the un-
timely drying up an iffii4, which had been
made a great many years before: and Dr,
Strother is pofitive, that the over-neatnefs of
a nurfe in drying up the humour difcharged
from behind the ears of young children,
has often hurried them to their graves.
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Etmuller enumerates thefe eight caufcs of
a Dropfy: id, Intermitting fevers; 2d a

Adhma; 3d, The fault of the kidneys; 4th,
The fault of fome of the more noble vifcera,
fplecn, mefcntcry, womb, &c. 5th, Jaun-
dice,. and other obdrudions ; 6th, Reten-
tion, or too great lofs of blood ; yth, Fluxes
of all kinds; bth. Too much drink, as cold
water, tippling drong liquors, brandy, &c:

.

Boerhaavc, in his one thoufand two hun-
dred and twenty-ninth aphorifm, makes
them ten, viz. id. An hereditary difpofition ;

2d, Too much cold water drank of a hid-
den, which is not difcharged by vomit,
dooi, fweat, or urine; 3d, Acute difeafes;
4th, A bloody dux, of long handing; 5th,
Long obdrudions of the vifcera, a fchirrus
of the liver, fpleen, pancreas, mefentery,
kidneys, womb, and intedines; 6th, Jaun-
dice, quartan ague of long handing, lien-
tery,' diarrhea, dyfentery, empyema, hre-
moptce, and gout; 7th, Too great evacu-
ations, efpecially of arterial blood; 8th,
prinking (harp, fermented liquors; gth.
Tough and hard food; loth, Hydatides,
and fuch like, aa melancholy, fcurvy*
& c.



• Of D R O P S Y. 121

Dr. Wil-
lis’s ac-
count.

Van He!-
inont’s ac-
count*

The am»-
ents ac-
count.

Dr. Willis fays, a Dropfy may be caufed,
ift, By the blood’s being too thick and vif-
cid, or too thin; ad. By the ladleals being
obftruded or burfl; 3d, By a fault of the
lymphatics.

Van Helmont will have a fault of the
urinary pafiages to be the only caufe of this
diforder; for he fays, no man, whofe urine
pafles freely, will ever become dropfical.
The want of this necefiary evacuation, I
own, docs fometimes caufe, and always
very greatly jncreafes, a Dropfy ; but there
are many inftances to be met with, of peo-
ple that have laboured under this diftemper,
and have no deficiency of this kind; as may
be feen above, •

Many of the antients thought, that all
Propfies proceeded either from a fault in the
fpleen or liver; but this mifiake I have taken
notice of already, Al. Trallian fays, a
Propfy may be caufed in the fpleen, colon,
mefentery, womb, loins, and bladder, by
too great a flux, or retention of the menfes,
and by a cqldnefs on the lungs, as alfo in
the diaphragm, and in many other parts of
the body. Aretasus fays, that large draughts
pf cold water, windy food, indigefiion, and
bupreftis, oecafipn this diforder: and to thefe
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P. /Egineta adds, a hardnefs, or fcirrhus,
about the fpleen and liver, long fluxes of the
bowels, long fevers, a fuppreflion of the
haemorhoids and catamenia, an afthma, want
of fleep, and the like. C. Aurelianus thus
enumerates the fecondary caufes ofaDropfy,
viz. a cachexy, long fevers, feirrhus of the
liver, fpleen, homach, womb, and
nseum; a dyfpnsea, windinefs of the ho-
rn ach and colon, a continued loofenefs, a
dyfentery of long handing, a retention of
the menfes, a hidden and unfeafonable hop-
ping of the piles, long fahing, too much
drinking of water, efpecially that which is
fait, the taking too many medicines, and the
like.

When Dropfies are the confequence of
acute dihempers, they are always more or
lefs dangerous, according to the degree of
weaknefs caufed by the original difor-?
der. Hippocrates (r) thought the feat of
all thefe kinds of Dropfies was either in the
lower belly, or liver; but though his
nohic is allowed to be good, yet his theory
muh pertainly be erroneous, fince acute
diforders will fix upon any part of the body.

(■0 Coac, Jib. 2, fe£l, 2. aphor* 26,
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|n the former ft) of thefe cafes, according
to him, the feet fvvell, and diarrhaeas fol-
low, which continue for a long time, but
neither lefien the fwelling of the belly, nor
the pain but in the latter, the feet fwell,
the excrements are hard, there is an incli-
nation to cough, and the belly fwells fome-
times on one fide, fometimes on the other*
and fometimes falls again.

After long fweatings the legs begin to
fwell, and a Dropfy enfues (u). This k
frequently fo in a confumption; fo that
whenever the legs fwell in this cafe, the
patient is generally thought to be pad: reco-
very. The fame likewife happens when
the pores of the (kin have been long ob-
flrudled. A young gentleman near Leyden
fv), by being often out at nights, in bar
gazing, at length had the pores of the jfkin
fo totally obftru&ed, that when he had worn
a fhirt five or fix weeks, it would be as
white as if he had worn it but one day.
This brought him into a Dropfy, which was
after fome time perfectly cured. - Dy ferne-
ries, diarrhaeas, and tertian agues of long

(t) Ibid. Aphor. 27, 28.
( u) Hippocr. de Flat. p. 299.
i v) Philof. Tranf, abrid, vol 3. p. I9»
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continuance, and the voiding much blood
upwards and downwards, difpofe men to
Dropfies, according to Hippocrates. Sple-
netic perfons, that are afflidled with a dyfen-
tery, die of a Dropfy or lientery ( w). In
bilious conditutions, when the ftools are un-
certain, fmall, white, mucofe, caufing pain
below the navel, and when the urine is not
made freely, a Dropfy mufl be the confe-
fequence. Hoffman fhews how a retention
of gouty matter caufes an afthma, or fhort-
nefs of breath, then coftivenefs, and fo a
Dropfy; and the fame may doubtlefs be faid
of that matter which caufes the fcurvy, or
any other chronical diforder, which often
end in this didemper (x ).

I have often known Dropfies come frofn
falls, or over-draining the body in lifting up
heavy burthens. This is a common cafe
among the poorer fort, and has been before
obferved by Bartholine.

Before I take my leave of this head, it
may be proper to fay a little concerning the
way to prevent a Dropfy coming upon us.
How fmall a quantity of meat and drink
will fatisfy nature, may be learnt by the

(u>) Hippocr. aph. 43. fe&. 6.
f*J Hoffm, Confult. vol. 2. p. 307.
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lives of Cornaro, a nobleman of Venice,
and that of Dr, John Harwich, a divine of
our own country. The former (y), by re-
gularity in diet, preferved an exceeding weak
conftitution to a good old age, one egg at
lad: being fufficient for two meals: and the
latter (z), being an implacable enemy to
Oliver Cromwell and his adminidration,
was by them thrown into prifon ; where,
being forced to live upon bread and fpring
water, he miraculoufly recovered of a con-
fumption, when his cafe before had been
given up for loll by his phyficians. From
thcfe, and many fuch like inftances that of-
ten happen, I think we may very fafcly
conclude, that there are but few perfons
in this nation who do not eat' and drink
every day, whild in health, much more
than is required to keep the machine in
motion, or to fupport nature by this means
the blood-veffels, lymphatics, and other
condqits of our bodies mud: condantly
be upon the dretch, and upon every little
accident mud: be in danger of being broken.
This mud; always have been the cafe, had

(y) See Cornaro on health,
Vita Joh, Barwick, p. S2, &C,
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not Providence furnifhed us with lb many
ways to difcharge the fnperfruous parts of
the ingefla. The liver and all the glands of
the body, the inteflines, kidneys, and pores
of the fkin, are all ready to affift in carrying
off this fuperfluity. The firfb of thefe is fo
very ufeful upon this account, that, next to
the heart, brain and lungs, I think it ought
to be efteemed the moll neceffary organ of
life, and confequently that obftrudtions' here
formed are exceeding dangerous. Dr 0

Cheyne (a) is well fatisfied that this is the
principal ufe of the liver 5 that all dire and
horrible hyherics, epilepfies, apoplexies*
manias, cholics, fcurvies, jaundice* and
hot ulcers, 6cc. have from hence their ori-
gin ; and that no full feeder was ever opened*
in whofe liver there was not found fome grofs
fault or imperfedlion. To prevent obftruc-
tions then in this and every other part of
the body, nothing can he more necelTary
than temperance, and a llridt regularity in
the non-naturals. The conftant tippling of
fpirituous liquors late at night, and whet-
ting in a morning, are pernicious cufloms,
which every man that is dehrous of life,
ought by all means poffible carefully to

(a) EngUfli Malady, p, 185.
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&vold. Rich food and high fauces are no
lefs detrimental to our conftitutions and fo
is every other thing that increafes the cir-
culation of our blood; for it has been de-
mondrated that the length of our lives
is reciprocally proportioned to the quicknefs
of our pulfes. The changing day into
night, and night into day, a thing too com-
mon among the great ones, is a cuftom
vaftly deftru&ive of health. Almoft all
creatures, except fome carnivorous and do-
medic animals, go to bed and rife with the
fun, whofe light and heat gives life and vi-
gour to each part of the creation. Not
only the time of lying in bed, but the po-
rtion of our bodies there, fhould exadlly
be obferved by thofe who are defirous to
prolong their lives to the utmoft* Too long
a confinement to bed weakens, and fitting
up late at nights deftroys the appetite, makes
the legs fwell, and does injury to the con-
ditution. Dr. Lower (c) aiTurcs us, that
perfons of a cold confiitution Ihould neither
lye with their feet nor heads too low in bed;
for in the former cafe, they can neither be
Warm, nor fall afleep: and in the latter, the

(b) Barry on Confumptions, p. 914
(c) De Corde, p. 133,
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face is apt to fwell next morning, the eyes
are blood-fhot, the head aches, and there is
a nolle in the ears, &c. Mr. Hales ( d) alfo
propofes lying in a reclining pofture, as fol-
diers do in barracks, to prevent the ftone and
gravel* To thefe inconveniencies let me
add, that upon lying too low with our heads,
there is not a due evacuation of urine; for bf
this means the weight of water is taken off
the fphindter of the bladder, and the urine
is not feparated from the blood in due quan-
tities ; whence Droplies, aflhmas, and other
diftempers will arife. Every man, doubt-
lefs, muft have obferved, that when the
urine has been thus retained in the night,
upon exercife next morning, large quantities
have been difcharged, though little or no-
thing has been drank. With good reafon then

°
/

.Dr Sydenham advifes, that in the Imall-pox*
where there is a fuppreffion of urine, the pa-
tient fhould immediately be taken out of the
bed and placed in an eredl poliure, for by
this means thefe complaints will fooner be
removed than by the moll codly medicines.
From the fame way of reafoning. Dr. Lower
advifes thofe that drink hard not to go to bed
till they have difcharged by urine the great-

(d) Vo!, i. p. 229'
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part of what they have drank ; and fays,

he knew* a hard drinker, who by this means
lived to a good old age, without being af-
Aided with any conffderable dillemper. It
is equally pernicious to eat late flippers, and
go to bed with the domach loaded with
drong food, and fuch as abounds with
muriatic falts. If perfons, notwithffanding
what has been here faid, will dill indulge
themfelvesin eating and drinking to excels;
the next day exercife is abfolutely neceffary
to carry off the load, to bring the body to
the ufual ffandard of health, and prevent
Dropffes and other diffempers, whereof
death mud inevitably be the confequence.
But of this enough.
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CHAP. V.

Of the Signs of a Dropfy ,

I Have already demonflrated that there can
be no effcntial fign or fymptom of a

Dropfy, but the fwelling of the part af-
fected. Our bodies are fubjedt to fo many
kinds of tumors, that at their firft coming it
is fometimes exceeding difficult to difeover
which is dropfical. In the fair-fex gravida-
tion often has, and mud again be miftaken
for a Dropfy by the bed phyficians, Fat
has fometimes deceived the judicious, and
when a Dropfy has been attended with much
pain, it has often been taken for very diffe-
rent disorders : in the belly for cholic, in
the bread; for an adhma, in the head for
cephalalgia, &c. , The lymphatic veffels,
like many other parts of the body, are
not equally fufceptible of pain; fo that
we often are miftaken in this diforder, and
frequently apprehend no danger, till the
breach is too wide to be repaired. This
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thfcn being the true ftate of the cafe, it is
evident, that all the figns given us, by the
very beft authors, will afford us little or no
help at the beginning of a Dropfy; but
they may, however, fometimes be fervice-
able before the conftitution is quite de-
ftroyed. This I defire may be remembered
throughout this whole chapter.

The general figns of a Dropfy, fays Are-
tains, are a pale complexion, dyjfpnaea, and
a cough fometimes. Dropfical perfoas are
heavy and unwilling to move; have no Do-
mach, and if they eat, though it be little,
and not windy, yet they are filled and puffed
up, as if they had eaten a great deal: they
never fweat, not even in bathing: their veins
on the backs of their hands, and upon their
bellies, arefwelled, and of a blackiffi colour:
their Deeps are troublefome, long in com-
ing, and ffiort: they are fainty, and talk lit-
tle, but patient, and deDrous of life.

According to C. Aurelianus, the general
figns of a Dropfy are, a fwelling, difficulty
of motion, breathing, and Deeping, efpeci-
daily after eating ; thirft, little urine, loath-
ing of food ; veDculae, or little bladders
ot water; puftules; and wounds hard to be
cured.
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Hippo-
crates.

Syden-
ham,

Orthirft.

Thofe that fall into a Dropfy from grief
have hard dools, with a mucofe matter, and
bad urine. They are fwelled in the hypo-
chondria ; have pain in the belly and mufcles
of the back; fevers, third, dry coughs,
fhortnefs of breath, efpecially upon motion.
Heavinefs of the legs, lofs of appetite, and
fulnefs after eating, though but little, arc
condant attendants upon this diforder, ac-
cording to Hippocrates (f).

Dr, Sydenham cuts the matter fhort when
he allures us, there are only three dgns ef-
fential to a Dropfy j viz. fhortnefs of breath,
fuppreffion of urine, and intenfe third. For
the truth, of this, let the foregoing hidorieso o

and obfervations be confulted. Dr. Leigh
(f) podtively affirms, that in his courfe of'
pradlicc, ho had met with feveral dropfical
perfons, who through the whole courfe of
the difeafe had retained a very good digef-
tion, and whole urine both in quantity and
quality had been agreeable enough. Third,
however, being one of the mod ccndant
and troublefeme companions that attend

fe) 'Coac. Przenot. feel, 2.

■(f) Dr. Leigh’s Nat, Hill, of Chefhlre, &c. b. 2.

?• 69-
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I. From
want of
faiiva.

2. From
too much
laic.

upon a Dropfy, I fnall endeavour to fhew
from whence it is poflible to arife.

I. Mr. Chefeldern, in his anatomy, af-
fures us, that about fix dunces of faiiva may
poffibly be feparated by the glands about the
mouth after every meal : if fo, when either
the juices become vifcid, or the lymph, by
a diflention or rupture of its veffels, is dif-
charged in too great a quantity upon any
other part of the body, lefs of it muff be
difcharged by the falival glands than was
in a healthy flate; and confcquently, the
mouth and parts adjacent mufl become hot,
dry and parched, and great thirfl mufl fol-
low, from a bare deficiency of this neceffary
fluid. Thus it always is in fevers, and thus
it fometimes is in Dropfies (g).

2. Etmuller fays, that the thirfl, in
dropfical, cachedlic and fcorbutic bodies,
arifcs from too great a quantity of fait in the
faiiva of fuch perfons. Was this the cafe, the
more faiiva paffcd through the mouth, the
more intenfe the thirfl mull be $ but this we
find by experience to be diredlly contrary to
truth ; for upon fqueezing the falival glands
by chambling a flone, or any hard thing.

(g) See Morgan’s Meehan, Practice of Phyfic, p,
log.
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3, From
corrofive
or alkali-
ohs falts.

?iogno{lic
figns.

without any other moidure than from thefc
glands, third; in thefe cafes will frequently
be leffencd, if not entirely taken away.

3. The great Boerhaave (h), and others
(1), have demonftratively proved, that there
are no fixed acid or alkalious falts contained
either in the blood or juices of a human
body, whilfi in a healthful ftate; but
that, by ftagnation and heat, the falts may
become volatile, and of fiery alkalious na-
ture. In the beginning of a Dropfy there
is generally little or no third:, or fuch at
lead as can very eafily be borne by the af-
flicted. Upon the burfting of the lympha-
tics, the extravafated fluid becomes corrofive,
and dellroys the parts adjacent ; from whence
proceed pain, fever, heat, thirft, refllefs-
nefs, and many other terrible fymptoms.
But to return.

The Dropfy is a fere difeafe, of which few
recover (k); and that w'hich comes after
acute diforders is very rarely cured (/). An
hereditary Dropfy is often too hard for the
moft powerful medicines. Thofe only can
be recoved from this difeafe, whofe vifeera
are found and ftrong; who can eafily digeft

(h) Chemia, v»I. 2. process 92.
(i) Phil. TranC abr, vol, 3. p. 33 r. (k) Arctaeus,
(I) Hippoc. Praenot, Si, C, Cdf. p. 72.
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The bel-
ly, drink,
and urine,
to be
Eieafured
every da}*.

their food, breathe freely, are without pain,
are of an equal heat all over their bodies,
and arc not fallen away in the extreme parts
for thefe parts had better fwcll than emaci-
ate : the belly and extremities fhould be
foft; there fhould be neither cough nor
thirft, and the tongue fhould not be dry at
any time, efpecially after fieep : this feldom
happens. They fhould eat with pleafure,
and after a fuller meal than ordinary fhould
not be uneafy. The belly fhould eafily be
moved by medicines, and the natural fiools
fhould be foft and figured. The urine
fhould be in proportion to the meat and
drink. They fhould bear fatigue and in
fhort, the whole man fhould be in all refpedts
as if there was no danger, or but little; for
where no good fymptoms appear, there can
be no hopes of recovery; and where
they are but few, the hopes can be but
fmall (m).

When we undertake the cure of an Af-
citss, it is proper to meafure the belly every
day, and alfo the drink and urine. If the
belly increafes, and the quantity of urine
grows lefs, there can be but little hopes of

(m) Hippoc. Prydjcfh lib. 2. p. 89. C. Ccli'us,
lib. 2. c. R.
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Dropfies
hard to be
cured.

recovery; but if that falls, and this in-
creates, provided the ftrength and appetite
keep up, we may be in hopes of fuc-
cefs (n ).

The Dropfy is a chronical diftemper, not
only unpleafant to behold, but very difficult
to cure. Few recover of it but by good
fortune, which is more owing to Providence
than art (0)..

All Dropfies are hard to be cured ; but
thofe which come from teones are more fo,
than thofe from hardnefs* Thofe from a
dyfentery, or cholic, are worfe than thofe
from too much drink ; and thofe of the
liver are more dangerous than thofe of the
fpleen. Women are cured with more
culty than men; and children with more
eafe, than either young men or old (pJ,

Sir Theod. Mayerne fq) obferves, that
thofe who are fubjeft to diforders of the
parts neceffary to refpiration, as the lungs,
&c. for the mote part fail into Dropfies of
the breaft, and at length, after great unea-
finefs, are fuffocateffi

(*) C. Cdßis, p. 163, (0) Arctseus.
if) C. Aurdianus. (q) Prax. Med. p. 127.
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Bad urine
a bad
fymptom.

A cougKl

A loofe-
nefs good
at the be-
ginning.

Spots and
fores abad
fymptom.

In a Dropfy, attended with a fever, if
the urine be thick, and fmall in quantity,
it is mortal, according to Hippocrates fr) :

and hence, I fuppofe. Dr. Willis fs) allures
us, that if the urine in an Afcites be red,
lixivious, and little in quantity, there is great
danger ; and then gives a folution of the
phenomenon according to his particular
way of philofophifing ; which not being fa-
tisfadtory to me, I forbear to tranfcribe.

fEtius, Oribafius, and others, have ob-
ferved, that a cough, coming after an ana-
farca is begun, generally proves a mortal
fymptom. The reafon, I think, is obvious,
fince in this cafe the hydropic humour muft
be fixed upon the lungs, or lodge upon the
diaphragm.

A loofenefs at the beginning of a Dropfy,
if without lofs of appetite, cures it ; but
the falling ficknefs here leaves no hopes ft).
If when the liver is filled with water, it
burfts through the omentum into the abdo-
men, the belly fills, and the fick die fuJ.
Spots and fores upon the legs of dropfical

(r) Hippoc. Coac. Praenot. fe6f. 2. p. 190,
(s) Th. Willis, op. Med. p. 270.
( i) Hip. Coac. Praenot. p. 191, aphor. 29. 7,
( u] Hippocr. aphor. 55. 7.
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perfons, whether red or purple, I have of-
ten obferved to be a mortal fymptom: fa
did Hippocrates, long fince, in the cafes of
Bion and Ctefiphon ( v).

Poor people are more eafily cured of
Dropfies than the rich ; and yet thefe are
not to be cured without temperance. A
difciple of Chryfippus told king Antigonus,
that a friend of his, who was noted for in*-
temperance, could not be cured of this dif-
temper; and fo it happened: for though
both the king and the phyfician attended
him, yet he deftroyed himfelf by eatingand
drinking (w).

Poor per-
fons foon
er cured
than rich
ones.

In a Dropfy, if the colour of the face
changes of a fudden from red and florid, to
a dark lead colour, the patient will die in a
few days, or a month at farthefl (xj.

Change of
counte-
nance
mortal.

Bleeding at the nofe, or elfewhere, I have
often obferved to be a mortal fymptom in
this diforder : fo it was in the captain above,
and in a man who bled fpontaneoufly at
the arm ( y). After a Dropfy has been
carried off (by medicines I fuppofe) our

Bleeding
at i;he nofe
piortal.

(v) De Morb. Popularib. lib. 7.
(w) C. Cclfus.
(x) Baglivi Prax, Med. p. 127.
(y) Heckfleter Obf. Med. cap. 7. decad. z»
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Falling
ficknefs.

Jaundice.

Relahfe.
/

countryman, John de Gadefden (y) fays, if
blood appears in the Jftools, it is a mortal
lymptom.

Dropfical perfons are often fubjeft to the
falling ficknefs, loofenefies, and other ill
fymptoms (z).

In the jaundice, when there arc frequent
flools, but fmall, flimy, and mucofe, with
pain about the liver, and urine thick and
made with difficulty, a Dropfy is generally
the confequence (a).

If a Dropfy has been cured by medicines,
and returns again, the cafe is defperate ( b ).

In a word, the danger of all Dropfies
mull be greater or lefs according to the na-
ture of the part where it is feated, the time
it has continued, the damage done to the
lymphatics and the other vifcera. Thofe
that arife from a diftention of the lympha-
tics are mod eafily cured. If the lymph
only oozes out, the danger cannot be fo
great, as where the veflels are burd; and
fuppoling a rupture of them, the danger
mull drill be proportioned to the number of
thofe that differ.

(y) Rof. Anglic, p. 57. 3. [%) Hippocr. aphor. 30.
(a) Ibid, aphor. 31. (b ) Ibid, aphor. 36.
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Diagnof-
tic ligns.

In the
head.

Boerhaave, in his aphorifms, tells us,
that a Dropiyof the head (c) is of different
kinds j for the water may be contained, iff.
Between the external teguments: 2d, Be-
tween them and the cranium : 3d, Between
this and the membranes of the brain : 4th,
Between thefe membranes and their duplica-
tors : 5th, Between thefe and the cere-
brum : 6th, Between the foldings of the
brain: 7th, In the cavities of it: and to
thefe I may add, 8th, Between the tables
of the fkull: aixl 9th, In the very fubdance
of the brain itfelf, as may be Teen in the
foregoing hidories of the fecond chapter.

When the tumor is on the outfide of the
cranium, it is eafily diftinguifhed by its co-
lour, loftnefs, &c. but when the water is
lodged in any part within, it is not eafily to
be difeovered, till after the death of the af-
flicted. A palfy, epilepfy, gutta ferena,
&c. are fometimes caufed by water in the
head 3 and many perfons, I am fatisfied, have
died of this diforder, when it has not once
been fufpeCted by either the patient or phy-
sician (d). Hippocrates, however, gives

(c.) The Greeks call this diforder, and
vSf-jy.-cpAxov, from water, and kWai*, the head.

(d) Vide Obf. i. lib. i. Nicol. Chefncau.
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In the
breaft.

the diagnoftic fymptoms thus: an acute pain
in the head and temples; a fhivering and
fever now and then ; pain about the eyes;
and dimnefs of fight. Thefe perfons fre-
quently fee things double 5 a vertigo and
blindnefs often feizes them upon rifing, and
they can neither bear wind nor fun. There
is a noife in the ears : they are apt to hart
upon every fudden found; and they vomit
up thin phlegm, and fometimes their food :

the fkin of the head is contracted, and
wants to be rubbed (e).

Many authors have faid a great deal upon
this diftemper, but with how much fatisfac-
tion to the curious, I fliall leave to others to de-
termine, and only refer my reader totheplaces
quoted at the bottom of the page, where
he may find it treated of more at large (/').

When there is a collection of water in
the lungs, or bread, a fever and cough
troubles the party : the breath is (hort, the
feet fwell, the nails grow crooked, and the
lymptoms are the fame as in an empyema.

(<?) Hippocr. de Morb. lib. 2. p. 466.
(f) See Wepfer de Morb. Capitis;, Obf. 21, &c,

P. iEginet. lib. 6. c. 3. Etmull. Op. Med. p. 417.
L. Mercat. Concillior. p, 271. Morgan’s Philof. Prin-
ciples of Med. p. jgg. Turner’s Art of Surgery, &c.
J. Schenk, Obi. Med.
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but not fo acute. If we ufe an infuflon*
fomentation, or fumigation, and no matter
follows, water is within. If you lay your
ear to the fide a good while together, the
water bubbles like vinegar (g). This con-
tinues a-while, and then it falls into the
belly, when the patient feems to be freed
from this diforder ; but foon after the belly
is inflamed, and he fuflfers as much, or
more* than he did before. Some fwell in
the belly, ferotum* and face, which many
think proceeds from the lower belly only.
(h) . To thefe Riverius (i) adds a diortnefs
of breath when in bed, a pain in one of
the arms, or fhoulders, and a palfy.

The motion of the water may be heard
upon turning the body from one flde to the
other in bed. There is a dry cough, and
fhortnefs of breath, efpeclally upon going
up hill. Third:, reftleflhefs, palpitation of
the heart, an intermitting pulfe, and fre-
quent faintings, are the mod; common
fymptoms of this difeafe (/£).

' (g) See Willis, p. 235.
(/?) Hip. de Morb. lib. p. 483. de AfFe&. in ter,

P- 544-
(i) Op. Med. p. 255. See chap. 3. prop. 6. above,
(k) Willis Etmull, Berbct. Chtrurg. p. 54.
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In the pe-
ricardium,.

In the ab-
domen.

Pifo (/) makes only three fymptoms of
this diforder : id, The found of the water
upon turning the body from one fide to the
other: 2d, A didurbed deep at going to
bed : 3d, A palfy of the fide afFedted. Dr.
Lower (m ) fays, that a young gentleman,
who died of this diforder, could only deep
when he lay upon his belly in the lad dages
of it.

When the pericardium has too much
water in it, the fides of the heart cannot be
dilated enough to receive the blood that is
conftantly brought to it ; fo that the pulfc
mud: be leflened by degrees, till a lyncope,
and at length death itfelf, follows. It is
probable that this difeafe fucceds a palpita-
tion rather than the contrary, becaule a
palpitation often happens to perfons in
health fn).

In an Afcites the belly and feet fwell, the
face, arms, and other parts emaciate. The
tefticles and penis are enlarged, and the lat-
ter becomes crooked. If you prefs the
belly with your hand it yields to it, for the
humour goes to fome other part. When

(I) De Coll. Servf. Obf. 57. (m) De Corde,
p. 146. (n) Ibid. p. 93, 94.
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Of fuel-
led legs.

the party turns himfelf in bed, from one
fide to the other, the humour goes to the
fide he lies on, and occafions a fwelling and
a noife that may be heard. If you make an
imprelTion with your fingers, the place be-
comes hollow, and remains fo a long
time foj.

Dr. Sydenham fays, that a fwelling about
the ankles, which goes down in a morning,
but pits like dough at night, is the firfh fign of
this diftemper. This is far from being true $

for there arc Dropfies formed in feveral
parts of the abdomen, which have proved
mortal, and yet the have never once
fwelled. Befides, women with child, thofe
that want their catamenia, old men after a
fit of the aflhma, and young ones after fe-
vers and other long fits of ilinefs, have their
legs fwell without any damage to their con-
fiitution, or any other fymptom of a Drop-
fy; and all thefe recover without medi-
cines.

Sir Richard Blackmore is of opinion, that
the water which diftends the legs of drop-
fical perfons is extravafated, for thefe two
reafons : iii, becaufe this was the opinion
of the ancients, who therefore gave it the

(o) Aretaeus.
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ftdme of Aqua interius : 2d, Becaule, that
By bliflering the legs or pricking them with
a needle* no blood, but water follows.
However, till better arguments are pro-
duced, I mud: beg leave to dident from him ;

for, i ft. The antients knew nothing of
the lymphatics, and, therefore, though
they might give it this name, yet I think
this argument can be cf little or no force :

2d, His other reafon proves too much, and
confequently nothing. In a found body the
lymph, and not blood, is difcharged by
blifters. It is hardly pcffible to wound the
Ikin in any part of the body by a needle,
but feme blood moil follow, and though in
a dropftcal ftate, upon a fmall wound made,
more water may be let out, which may di-
lute and take away the colour of the blood,
yet I think it is next to impofllble but fome
blood fhould be let out by this kind of
pundure. Beftdes, if we fiippofe the fwel-
ling to abate upon lying all night in bed, it
is evident it cannot be cut of the lympha-
tics i for a fluid that is once our of the vef-
fels wherein it ufed to circulate, can never
get into them again, but muft continually
increafe, nnlefs it fxp.ds a paflage by fome
neighbouring emundory, is let out by ma-
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liver.

Pen to-
riseam.

Womb.

,Tym*
jpany.

nual operation, or by diftention and cor-
rofion of the veffels makes a paffage for
itfelf.

In Dropfies of the liver, there is either
a violent cough, or an inclination to it,

not fo frequent in other kinds of
Dropfies (/>).

A Dropfy of the peritonaeum may be
known by - the tumor’s being lead: promi-
nent about the navel ; becaufe the tendons
and pentonaBum are not eafily here fepa-
rated (y).

Hippocrates (r) tells us, that Dropfies of
the womb may be difcovered by the touch,
the os uteri being fmall and foft by reafon
of the water* To this we mud add, the
continuance of the fwelling more than nine
months, and the external form of the
tumor.

Women are more fubjed to a tympany
than men. Dodors Drake and Leigh ( s)
fay the reafon is, becaufe a Dropfy of the
womb or ovaria is always midaken for this

[p] Hippocr. de Prsenot. fe£b 8.
( q) Chefelden’s Anatomy, p. 139.
Pr) De Natura Muliebrum, p. 576.
[s] Anthropolog, nova, p. 164. Natural Hi(lory ©f

GL tillire, b. 2. p. 70. 73.
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Of the
hernia
aquofa.
Four
kinds.

1.

2,

diftemper. Mr. Littre and Albredus ft)
are as pofitive that it is always owing to a
diftention of the colon, caecum, or feme
other part of the inttftinal lube, with wind
and vapours. From the latter of thefe au-
thors, Mangetus gives us feveral hidories of
this kind ; and one of a man, who having had
feveral glyders given him for the cholic, at
lad, after many days, voided a mafs confiding
of feveral veficulse, fome of which were

large as walnuts, filled with wind. They
all adhered clofdy together, and when
broken fent forth a mod intolerable dink.

The fcrotum or bag of a man confifis
of feveral parts, each of which are fubjedt
to the Dropfy. i. The fcrotum, or bag,
is fometimes fo diftended with a watery hu-
mour, as to retain the imprcffion of our fin-
gers and become tranfparent. This fa) is
a kind of a partial Anafarca, and very feldom
happens, unlefs fome other parts of the
body are dropfical : 2. In an Afcites the
procefs of the peritonaeum, or rather the
cyfiis hernialis, fometimes fills with water.

(t) Hiftoire de FAcadem. des Scienf. & Manget. Bi-
bliothec. p. 70.

{u) Turner’s Art of Surgery, val. 1. p. 218. Sharp’*
Operat. &c.
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and becomes of the (hape of an intefhincv
This procefs is the feat of all true hernias,
and therefore this kind of diflention is fre-
quently taken for a rupture ; but if water
is the caufe of the tumor, it will eafily pafs
back again into the abdomen (v), if the
party be laid upon his back and the tumor

B preflcd gently with one’s hand. 3. Water
fometimes gets between the inner coat of
the ferotum, and the external (w) covering
of the teflicle. This very feldom is an ori-
ginal diflemper, but frequently comes where
perfons have long been afflidted with an Af-
cites, Anafarca, or Dropfy of the breaif.
It may be known thus: frfl, the tumor
comes on by degrees; fccondly, the ferotum
feels harder than in the foregoing cafe $

thirdly, if a candle be held on the farther fide
of it, in a dark room, the bae will teem to

4. be tran(parent. 4. Water lies fometimes
between this external coat called tunica va-

ginalis, and the internal one called albugi-
nea ; as alfo between this and the fubftance
or body of the teflicle. This is generally
an original diforder, and may thus be difeo-

(v) Boerhaave’s aphor. 1227.
(w) P. iEgin. lib. 6, c. 62. C. Celfus, lib. 7.

c. iS,



of D Pv O P S Y.

Cf ;:.•••■
An;;/:...:..

Its an;:;.

vered: firft. It is often caufed by a fall or
bruife; fecondly, there is greaterpain than in
any of the forgoing cafes j thirdly, the tumor
is harder, lies deeper, and does not fo ealily
receive the impreflion of our fingers, as in
the foregoing; fourthly, but it is fofter and
more pellucid than a farcocele, or fiefhy
rupture ; fifthly, a hernia ventofii is fofter
than this, and does not always continue of
the fame fize as this generally does.

Having faid thus much concerning the
Dropfy, or watery fwellings of the feveral
parts qf a human body, before I come to
treat of the methods of cure, it may not be
ami is to fay.fomething of the Anafarca, or
unlverfal Dropfy,

When a human body is Availed all over,
from head to foot, looks pale like a corpfe,
and ealily retains the impreffion of our fin-
gers, mod: authors call the diforder an Ana-
larca. A phlegmacy, or leucophlegmacy is
of the fame nature, and only differs from
it in degree * for the former always begins
where the latter ends* according to Foreflus,
Gorrhasus, and many others.

Dr. Willis will have this diftemper alfb
to be divided into the general and particular
Anafarca j but when only a limb or two are
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Caufe.

Thc part
aifcttcd.

aliened, the tumor is for the mod part faid
to be an /Edoma, or sdomatous fvvelling.

1 he caufe of this diforder is doubtlefs
the lame with that of the feveral kinds of
Dropfies before mentioned. The lympha-
tics are fpread all over the body, and the
membrana adipofa mud: certainly have a
great number of them, not only to fupply
the fat, but the other juices which are ex-
haufled by mufcular motion. Thefe vef-
fels are exceeding fine, and the diameters of
them very fmall in this part; fo that ob-
Urudlions may eafily be caufed, from whence
a diflention of the part mud: neceffarily
low, This membrane not only covers all
the mufcles, but pafles likewife through the
interfaces of them, Both in dropfical and
fat people, the mufcles themfelves continue
of the fame fize and fhape as they were be-
fore thefe accidents happened, Upon dif-
fering the bodies of fuch as have died of
particular diforders, I have frequently found
this membrane vaflly diltended in a few
hours by the fermentation of the juices, the
pores of the fldn being totally obflrudled.
This membrane is the feat of a great num-
ber of diforders, wbofe origin has not yet
been fudiciently explained. It is but lately
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that the great Boerhaave proved it to be the
feat of all venereal ulcers ; and I am apt to
think all cutaneous eruptions, not except-
ing the fmall-pox, have from hence their
origin. However this may be, I believe
every one allows it to be the feat of thq

Anafarca; which, as it acknowledges the
fame caufe with the feveral kinds of Drop-
lies before enumerated, mud confequently
give way to the fame method, of cure.



Of THE SEVERAL KINDS

CHAP. VI.

Of Dropftes that have heen cured
by JimpIe Medicines.

FROM what has been faid in the?
foregoing chapters, the nature of the

Dreply is, 1 hope, fufficiently explained.
The feveral kinds of this terrible diftemper
have been enumerated : the prognoftic and
diagnoftic figns of it have been laid down
in as plain a manner as poffible. Before I
come to treat of the general methods of
cure, I fhall produce fome few hiftories out
of many that have been wrought by limple
medicines. As the frame and make of a
human body is and will be the fame in all
ages, the lame things that have formerly
given relief, will hereafter without doubt,
fometlmes prove ferviceable. This, in my
opinion is the only fure way of fixing the
method of cure in this and all other difor-
tiers. A man may in his clofet write a
mathematical theory of difeafes, and after-
wards ccmpofe a number of cafes that will
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Medi-
cines,
how found
out at firft.

cxadlly tally with his hypothecs, which may
perhaps be falfe, notwithftanding all his de-
monftrations, and may be fo far from re-
lieving the afflidted, that it may increafe the
diforder and haften their end. Moft medi-
cines were at firft found out by chance and
obfervation (a:)- Abftra£led reafon never yet
produced any thing of this kind. Before
phyfic was reduced to an art, fuch things as
upon trial were found ferviceable in the dis-
orders which mankind was troubled with,
were written in tables and hung up in tem-
ples, that they might eaftly again be made
ufe of upon occafion. If Pliny may be be-
lieved, the method of giving glyfters, and
the art of letting blood, were taught man-
kind by the Ibis and Hippopotamos, two ir-
rational creatures, that were common in
Egypt. In my opinion, then, the only fure
foundation for a juft method ofpractice mull
be laid, in Shewing what medicines have
cured particular diftempers: the manner of
their operating upon human bodies, and the
feveral matters whereof they confift, may af-
terwards be considered and explained, ac-

(x) See Com, Celfus, & Gab. Fallop. op. p. 43,
e. 8. Mr, Geffrey’s Treatise of Drug*' in voce Cort.
Peruvf. &c«
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Cured by
iffaes.

By caute-
ry*

By Gui-
do’s ban-

cording to the rules of philofophy or ma-
thematics.

SECT. I. Dropfy of the Head.
Hifi. 1. A child, about four years of

age, having his head fwelled to an extraor-
dinary fize, the face full and pale, and the
eye-brows and eye-lids prodigioufly puffed
up, was cured by fontanels or iflues behind
the ears (y ).

Hift. 2. A gentleman, forty years of
age, could get no fleep for a long time to-
gether. At length a tumor being difco-
vered on the back part of his head under
the Ikin, a cautery was applied to it. A
yellow fort of water was hereby difchargcd,
in confiderable quantities for piany days to-
gether, which entirely removed all his com-
plaints (2).

Hift. 3. A new-born infant having an
hydrocephalus, the futures of his head be-
ing very wide, was cured in fifteen or
twenty days by the bandage of Guido, with-
out any other means ( a

(y) Wifeman’s Surg. vol. i. p. 219,.
(z) C. Pifo de Coll. Serof. Obf. 2. See alfo J

Schenkii Obf. Med. 1. I. p. 10*
(a) River. Op. Med. p. 571. Obf.
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SECT, 11. Dropfy of the Breast.
Rift, 4. A young gentleman at Oxford

was relieved in a Dropfy of the breaft, by
purging with calomel and refin of jalap.
He afterwards took a diuretic and pedtoral
apozem, and by this means was perfectly
cured if).

By cala*
ruel and
refm of
jalap.

Hift. 5. A young gentleman of a ftrcng
conftitution, much ufed to hunting and o-
ther violent exercifes, at length had a large
tumor in his throat. The left fide of the
lungs feemed to be fwelled, and the heart
to be thruft out of its place towards the
right fide. After this had continued fome
time ; he thought fomething burft in his
throat, and in half an hour’s time, a hu-
mour feemed to drop from the top of his
breaft to the bottom, which was not only
perceived by him, but heard alfo by the by-
ftanders. He continued hearty, and fo took
no care of himfelf, till the motion and
found of water could eafily be heard, when
he moved his body forward, or turned it
from fide to fide. A cautery was applied
between the fixth and feventh vertebras, a

By cau~
tery*

(h) Willis de Pe£lor. Hydrop. p. 236. River. Obf.
3, rent. 4. Muutan de Pulmon. Hydrop. p. 392.
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filver pipe was put into the wound, and
about fix ounces of a thick, white, milky
matter, like chyle, was let out. The next
day, as much more was taken away j but
on the third, the difcharge being increafed,
he became fainty, and fell into a fever. As
loon as he grew better, a lefs quantity was
taken away at a time* till the bread; was
quite emptied. He then carried the pipe
with a Hopple in his bread, whereby once
in four and twenty hours, he difcharged
what matter had been collected in that
time. He made ufe of very few medicines,
but, after fome months, growing weary of
the pipe, he left it off, and foon. after his-
breaft filled again, as was evident by the.
found and fluctuation of the water. A fe-
cond operation was defigned, but nature
made a way for it herfelf and relieved;
him (cJ.
SECT. 111. Dropfy of the Abdomen,

or Ascites.
’ Hift. 6. A man had his belly fwelled and
extended to a prodigious degree, was grown
fo weak and breathed fo fhort, that he was
thought to be expiring. In his extremity

{c) Wiliis de Pe&oris Hydrope, p. 229, 230, See,
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By Elata-
riiim.

By gutta
gamba.

By rhi»-
barb.

he was ordered to take three grains of ela-
terium, and to repeat it twice more, inter-
poling one day betwixt each of the two
dofes. This he did, and perfectly recovered
from his Dropfy (d).

Hift. 7. A woman, who was thought
paft recovery in an Afcites, was cured by
taking boluftes made of gutta gamba from
twelve to twenty grains, with one drop of
oil of cinnamon, and as much fyrup of
buckthorn as would bring it to a proper
confiftency ( e).

Hift. 8. Dr. Strother allures us, that he
has cured feveral perfons of Droplies, by
giving them a drachm or two of rhubarb
in an opening de®dion every three or four
days. Scholtzius in his epiftles gives a re-
markable hiftory of a perfon that was cured
of a Dropfy, by taking every day as much
rhubarb, as would keep his body open (f).
Matt, de Gradi fays, that one of the dukes
of Milan was cured of this diftemper, by
taking two drachms of the troches of rhu-.

(d) Sir R. Blackmore on the Dropfy, p, 67. Et-
mull. op. Med. p. 300.

(e) Willis de Afcit. p. 273.
(/) Marcell. Donat, de Med. Hiftor, Mirab. p. 422.
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By fena
and but-
cher’s
broom.

Extrafl of
fpurgp.

Sal pm-
«ellc.

barb twice a week: and Michael Pafclia-
Jius cured another by the fame method (g).

Hid. 9. A poor man, very far gone id
an Afcites, was cured of it by taking a de-
coction of butchers broom, and purging
two or three times with a dm pie infufion of
fena.. This was done not by the advice of
a learned phyfician, but of a poor country-
woman (h).

Hid. 10. A perfon was cured of an Af-
cites by taking a drachm of the extradt of
fpurge, didblved in about five ounces of
whey. This was only taken three times, at
the diflance of as many days (/).

This author was very fuccefsful in the
cure of this as well as many other didem-
pers. This extract was his favourite medi-
cine ; and as he delighted in fimple ones, it
does not appear, that he made ufe of above
two more in his practice upon this dif-
temper.

Hid. 11. Riverius mentions a perfon
that was cured of an Afcites, by taking fai
prunelle in every thing that he drank, for a

month together (£).

(g) River. Prax. Med. p. 201.
[b) River. Obf. 52. Cent. 3.
(i) M. Ruland. op. Med. cent. 4 cur. 14.
(k) River, op. Med. p 582. Obi. 2.
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Hift. 12. In Holland and Germany they

have a way of preferving cabbage, by lay-
ing it with fait in a proper veftel, ftratum
fuper ftratum. A woman near feventy
years of age, who had been aitlided with
an Afcites for a long time, by the advice of
a woman in the neighbourhood, drank of
this pickle heated. She was confined to
her bed, and by this means fweat much,
and made large quantities of urine, which
entirely carried oft the diforder (/).

Hift. 13. A man being very hot In the
rummer- time, drank fome cold water;
whereupon his belly fwelled immediately
to a great degree. He was advifed to take
the juice of centaury, which grew plenti-
fully in the fields thereabout. This he did,
and the next night made a great quantity of
water, and had thirty ftools; which en-
tirely took away the tumor (;#),

By the li-
quor of
pickled
cabbage.

?!
juice of
centaury,

Hift. 14. A countryman, who had taken
a great number of medicines for an Af-
cites, but to no purpofe, was at laft or-
dered to eat garlic every day, feeing he had
no fever. This caufed him to make a great
deal of urine. It aifo purged him, and

ff garikf

(I) Th. Bon. Med. Sept. Gollat. p. 719.
{m}l Ibid. p. 721.
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By the
juiceof
garlic.

By juice
of par-
fley, Sf c.

By juice
ofplan-
tain.

Ib refiored him to a perfect Hate of
health (n).

Hid, 15. A woman, whole legs and
belly were both fwelled to a great degree,
was cured by drinking the juiceof garlic in
broth, by the advice of an old woman.'

Many more indances of perfons that have
been cured by this root, may be met with
in Bartholine’s obfervations [(?),

Hid. 16. A poor woman twenty-five
years of age, being ill of a Dropfy, by the
advice and direddon of an old woman, took
a handful of par(ley leaves, wrapped them
up in a napkin, put hot coals under them,,
and then beat them in a mortar, pouring
upon them a fufiicient quantity of white
wins to fetch out the juice by prefTure
to the quantity of a glafs full. This die
took every morning for a month, and in
it the bones of a certain animal dried in
the fun and reduced to powder. Bv this

A >

means dae was perfectly recovered (/>).

Hid. jy. An old woman cured a Dropfy
by giving him the juice of plain tain boiled

(») P. Foreft. Obf. 27. p. 237.
(0) Cent. 1. Hift. 74.
[p) River. Op. Med. Obf. 5. p. 571,
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Bv juice
of dande*
lion.

Ground
ivy, and
worm-
wood.

Juice of
iris.

By a
loofencfs.

From
fpring wa-
ter.

in a jug till it was reduced to half the
quantity for many days together (y).

T. Bonnet cured one of his own children
of an Afcites with the juice of dandelion,
by which plant many others have found re-
lief in this difordcr.

Hid. 18. Etmulier greatly commends
ground ivy and wormwood in the cure of a
dropfy ; and fays, that a woman, left off by
her phylicians as incurable, was recovered
from this diflemper by drinking the juice
of iris, and applying the leaves of ground-
ivy to her legs.

Hifl. 19. Foreflus tells us of a woman
that was cured of an Anafarca by a loofe-
nefs (r) ; and alio of a barber’s wife, who
by drinking fpring-water, contrary to the
advice and defire of her hulband and phy-
ficians, fell into a loofenefs in two days af-
ter, and voided a great quantity of black
blood by the hemorrhoids, and by this
means was entirely cured of her Dropfy.

Hid. 20. A vintner, a free liver, fell
into a jaundice ; and their, as the ufiial dage
is, into an Afcites. He was prodigioufly

( q) River. Prax. Med. p. 209.
(r) Obf. 31. p. 245. and Obf. 27. p. 238. This laft

hifiory is taken from Langius, Epift, 12. Lib, 2.



By fpring
water.

Of the Several Kinds
fwelled all over, belly, back, fides, thighs*
and legs, infomuch that he was given over
by the phyficians. In this condition he
was carried to Sadler’s Wells at Iffington,
where labouring under an inextinguishable
third:, he with much difficulty prevailed
upon his wife to let him drink as much of
thofe waters as he could, for then he faid
he fhould die well fatisiied that fhe loved
him. Between four o’clock in the after-
noon, and nine or ten at night, he drank
fourteen quarts of water; but made notone
drop in all that time. Then he funk down
in his chair, broke out into a cold clammy
fweat, and all that were about him looked
upon him to be dead. He was then laid
upon the bed, and in half an hour’s time,
there was heard a frnall rattling noife, like
that of a coach on a diftant gravel-way, and
foon after he began to pifs. In an hour*s
time he made feven or eight quarts of wa-
ter, and had two or three flools. Then he
began to fpeak* and ddired fome warm
lack, which they gave him. After this he
fell into a profound deep, in which he both
fweat, and dribbled his urine all that night.
The next day he drank four or five quarts
more of the fame water, and had two



./DROPSY.

By cold
bathing.

(tools, thin and watery. He pified on, and
drank on, more or lefs for five or fix days
together, taking all that while nothing for
food but thin mutton broth, and fome-
times a little fack ; and by this means he
perfectly recovered fs).

Hift. 21. One James Crook, a poor man,
fifty-fix years of age, was cured of a
Dropfy, jaundice, palfy, rheumatic pains,
and an inveterate old pain in his back of fix
years /landing, by only going three times
into the cold bath. This made him pifs
much more than he drank, and likewife
made him difeharge from his nofs a great
quantity of bilious, yellow matter. Now
though the cure of the Dropfy, fays our
author, may be accounted for, yet how the
icteric matter fhould be thrown off by the
nofe, whoever will tell me that, erit mihi
magnus Apollo (/).

Hift. 22. One Mergone, a fifherman,
near Mantua, whofe belly was prodigioufiy
1welled, was entirely cured of it by conftant

(s) Dr. Baynard and Sir John Floyer’s Hift, of cold
bathing, p. 458. See a like cafe in Langius’s Epiftles,
tom. 2. cp. 12. and another in Ruland, Op. Med.
cent. 4. cur. 97.

(t) See Baynard and Floyer’s Hift. of, &c. p, 217.
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By a toad.

By a fall.

and hard labour, without the lead; adiflance
from any kind of medicines («).

Hid. 23. A woman at Rome, whofe
huiband had long laboured under a Dropfy,
and had fpent mol of his fublance in me-
dicines, was refolved to poifon him. Upon
this, lie dries a toad, reduces it to powder,
and gives it him in his drink. This made
him make a great quantity of water, and
cured him, contrary to her expectation fvj.

Hil. 24. A woman, whofe belly was
very much dilended with water, by chance
fell down whereupon (he voided a large
quantity of urine immediately, and in
twenty-four hours die difcharged feven gal-
lons this way. Hereupon the became ex-
ceeding faint; but was refreshed by Spanilh
wine, jelly of hartliorn, and confection of
alkcrmes, and continued well above a
year [w].

Hid:. 25. A man that was dropfical all
over from head to toe, who had taken many
medicines, by the advice of phydcians, to
no purpofe, and who was given over by

(u) J. Schenk. Obf. Med. lib. 3. p. 418.
(v) Ibid. p. 420.
(vj) Strother’s Pharmac. Fract. p. 8. Th. Bon. Med

Sept. Collar, p. 641, 642. See alfo Holler, Scholia-
graph, ad. c. 39. de Morb. internis.
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them all, went to fea, where he vomited
very much. After this he ufed exercife,
and fo was perfectly cured {x).

By going
to fca.

Francifcus de Saviis mentions a dropfical
perfon, who was feized with a fpontanecus
vomiting twice, and fo difcharged the whole
quantity of water which caufed the drop-
deal tumor in his belly (y).

Hid. 26. A gentlewoman was cured of
an Anafarca by applying bladders filled with
hot water to the bottoms of her feet, and
under her arms. This made her fweat pro-
fufely. Then fhe fell into a ioofenefs, which
continued eight days, and in a month’s time
fhe was perfectly recovered (x).

By locat-
ing with
hot water
outward-
ly-

Hifb. 27. Langius, Lipfius, and Marcel-
lus Donatus do each of them mention a
countryman, who being ill of a Dropfy,
went into a Baker’s oven whilll it was hot,
and by this means fweat away the dif-
eafe (a) , and Mangetus (b) from Albredhis
gives a hiflory of a woman, who had an
Afcites that would not yield to medicines.

In a
baker’s
oven.

(x) P. Foreft. Obf. 32. p. 246.
(y) Marcell. Donat, de Med. Hiftor. mlrab. p. 424°
(z) T. Bonnet’s Med. Sept. Collat. p. 720
(a) Etmull. Op. Med, p, 301. Marcell. Donat. <3®

Med. Hift. Mirab. p. 426.
{h) Biblioth, Med. yoI.; i. p. 66.
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With fear.

With opi-
um.

and therefore the paracentefis only remain-
ing to be tried, was propofed to her, which
fo affrighted her, that fine began to fweat
in the hypochondria, and continued by fits
to do fo, till the water which diffended her
belly was entirely confumed.

Hift, 28. A gentleman who, for violent
nocturnal pains that afflicted him, was al-
lowed opium once a week, fell at length
into an Afcites and Anafarca. He was foon
fw Telled to that degree, that he was not able
to turn himfelf in his bed. He wr as ex-
tremely averfe to all kind of medicines ex-
cept opium. The cafe being looked upon
as defperate, he was allowed to take this
as often, and as much as he pleafed. He
took it every day, and conffantly increafed
the dofe ; fo that it is hardly to be believed
how much he took of this medicine in a
fhort time. His third: hereupon abated 3 he
fweat profufely every night 5 made a great
quantity of urine j and in a month’s time,
loft all his fwelling, was freed from his
pains, had a good ftomach, and was able to
walk, abroad (c).

(c) Willis Pharmac. rational, p. 301, 302. Wal-
rus fays (Method. Medend. p. 314,) Hydropici unius
grani Opii exhibiticne moxiuntur, but how true may

-be feen by this hiftory.
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By an
haemorr-
hage.

By tap.
ping.

By incl-
fion.

By an ab-j
feds.

Hift. 29. A man of thirty laboured un-
der an Anafarca, and was fwelled from
head to foot, fo that he became blind. As
•he was beginning a courfe of medicines, he
was feized with an haemorrhage at the right
noftril, whereby he loft: above four pound
of blood. This cured his Droply •, but
becaufe he would not take medicines, his
blindnefs continued (r/).

Hift. 30. A woman, of twenty years of
age, was cured of an Afcites by tapping.
She wore a leaden canula three months,
whereby the remains of the water being all
difeharged, ftie recovered a good ftate of
health (e)*

Hift. 31. A countryman was cured of an
Afcites, by an incifion made in his belly,
out of which fifteen jogs of water were
taken. A. Nuck, in his Adenographia cu-
riofa, quotes this hiftory from Peehelin,

Hid. 32. A filherman, being ill of a
Droply and epileply, and often convulfed,
was at length cured by an abfeefs that was
formed in the ferotum and thighs. Tt-
muller quotes this hiftory from Wallonius.

(d) Fabrit. Hild. Obf. 50. cent. 1.
(*} A. Nuck Adenograph, curiof. p. 123#
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By an ac-
cident.

Hid. 33. A young man of twenty, by
irregular living, and drinking water, con-
tracted an ill habit of body, and at length
fell into an Anafarca. This was entirely
oarrred off by five abfceffes, formed in dif-
ferent parts of his body, which difcharged
more than thirteen pound of purulent
matter (/’).

Hill. 34. A woman was fo 111 of an Af*
cites that her life was defpaired of. She
threw herfelf from a high place down to the
ground; when her belly hit againll a Hone,
burll, and difcharged ail the water contained
in it (g). This hiHory is fo remarkable,
that both Foreftus and Sckenkius have
tranfcribed it into their collections. The
author is fomewhat particular in his expref-
fions, for he calls the dillemper Aqua inter
Cutem, which name is generally given to
the Anafarcaj and the part which burll he
fays was the uterus, though both the other
authors fay it was the belly. Savonarola
and Pafchalius make mention of fuch an-*

other accidental cure*

(f) T. Bonnet’s Med. Sept, collat. p. 736.
(g) Beneven. de Abdit. Morbor. Cauf. c, 109. See

Th. Fionas, Trail. 6. p. 85. and Marcell, Donat, dc
Med. Hill, mirab. p. 425.
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By the
navel’s
burftingi

% prick-
ing the
ends of
the ring
finger.

By a
burn*,

Hift. 35. A man of forty, after a tertian
ague fell into an Afcites. His belly fwelled
to a marvellous fize, and his navel grew as
big as a goofe egg. This at length burft,
ran for three months, and entirely carried
off the dropfical humour (h). A boy who
was given over by his phyficians, as dying
of a Dropfy, drank a vaft quantity of fpring
water, which burft his navel, whereby he
was perfectly recovered fi).

Hift. 36. An old gentleman, fixty-three
years of age, and a young woman of twenty-
four, both of them labouring under an Af*
cites, and troubled with fuch a fhortnefs of
breath, that they could hardly go acrofs
the room, were cured by pricking the veins
at the end of the ring finger, by the per-
fuafion of a furgeon, after deobftruent,
purging and diuretic medicines had proved
ineffectual (>£).

Hift. 37. A man at Paris, who was af-
flicted with a Dropfy, had a burning coal fell

(h) Fabric. Hildan. Obf. 47. cent. I. SeealfoWife-
-Iman’s Surg. vol. r. p. 202. P. Foreft. Obf. 27, 33,
&c, River. Obf. 82. cent. 4. T, Bonnet’s Med,
Sept, collat. p. 701, &c.

(i) See Heckfteter. Obf. Med. Caf. 10. Decad. 2.
( k ) Fabric. Hild. Obf, 41, & 92. cent, 6. J*

Schenk. Obf. Med. lib. 3.
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By the
pores of
the Ikin.

By ab-
ftaining
from
drink.

upon one of his legs as he was fitting hy
the fire. This raifed a Wider, whereby the
dropfical humour was difcharged, and the
man redored to a perfect date of health (/).

Hid:. 38. Marcellus Donatus (m) men-
tions a young woman, his father’s patient,
who laboured under a fuppredion of urine,
and want of ftools, upon which a tumor of
the belly fucceeded. About twenty days
after a citron-coloured water, very fetid, to
the quantity of two quarts a day, oozed
out through the pores of the fkin below the
navel, which kept her alive many months.

Hid:. 39. A man, after a quartan ague.
fell into a Dropfy. Afdepiades commanded
him to fad: two days. On the third he was
freed from both the fever and Dropfy ; fo
that he allowed him meat and wine (?z).

Since the time of Afclepiades many per-
fons have been cured by the fame me-
thod ; and more by abdaining from all forts
of drink for a confiderable time together.
A nobleman of Piedmont (0) and an Eng-

(I) T. Bonnet's Med. Sept, collat. p 641. Sec
Schenk, fupra.

(m) De Med. Hiftor. mirab. p. 689
(n) C. Celfus, lib. 3. c. 21.

(0) Fabr. Hild. Obf. 41. cent. 4. See M. Lifter’s
Hift. 17.
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By raifi ns.

By guaia
cu in.

lifli apothecary (p) were both cured of an
Afcites by drinking nothing for thirty days;
Sir Samuel Ongley (p) drank nothing for
fome months; the countefs of Falaix (q)9

and the countryman, mentioned by Beneve-
nius (r)> drank nothing for a whole year;
and were all perfe&ly recovered; whereof
fome, efpecially the countefs, lived to a
very great age.

Hill. 40. A girl of eight years of age,
was cured of an Afcites in two months
time, by a conferve of railins. They were
boiled to a pulp in white wine, and then
palfed through a lieve fsj.

Hill. 41. Valencia cured a man of an
Afcites, by a deception of guaiacum, which
he made him drink for forty days toge-
ther (t) , and Olaus Borricius cured ano-
ther, by the fame method, when all the
fymptoms were of the very word: kind.
The upper parts of the body were extremely

{p) Dr. Allen’s Synop. Med. p. 310, 31 1. from
Van Helmont.

(q) T. Bonnet’s Med. Sept, collat. p. 718.
(r) De Abdit. Morbor. Cauf. cap, 13. See m®re

fuch hiftories in P. Foreft. Obf. 27. p. 237. Al. Maf-
far. p. 192. River. Op. Med. Obf. 21. p. 570, &c.

CO River. O-bf. 44.. cent. 4.
(0 Ibid. Prax. Med, p. 203,
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By larks.

emaciated, the appetite entirely loft, and
there was little or no evacuation, either by
ftool, or urine. He could feldom get any
fteep, and at the fame time*had a vomiting
of blood upon him, which fometimes
amounted to a pint at a time. All thcfe
diforders were entirely removed, by a de-
codion of guaiacum and faftc.fras («). I
was lately with a gentlewoman, who was
ill of an Afcites. One of her neighbours
told her (he had been cured of that diftem-
per, by taking a tea-fpoonful of the tine-'-
ture of guaiacum in a glafs of rum, two
or three times a day. It was tried by my
patient, but without fuccefs, though it
worked well both by ftool and urine.

Hift. 42* Nic. Florentinus (-u) gives a
hiftory of a man and two women who were
cured of a Dropfy, by eating larks that fed
upon parfley, together with fome bifket, a
little wine, and a powder made of cinna-
mon, and other fpices. This is a very
ftrange kind of cure, infomuch that Gate-
naria lays he can hardly believe it to be
true {w).

(a) Aft. Med. Hafnienf. vol. 1,

(v) Serm. 5. c. 25.
fw) P. Foreft. Obf. 36. p. 256. Mvcell. Donat, dc

Med. Hift. mir. p. 421.
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By a de-
coftipn pjf
oak.

By pome-
granate
feeds.

By pep-
per.

By peb-
ble liones
in white
wine.

By lira *

feed oiL

Hift. 43. A perfon was cured of a Drop-
fy, by taking a decodtion made of the ex-
tremities of oak boughs every morning for
fifteen days together {x).

Hift. 44. Avicenna tells us of a woman
that wTas cured of an Afcites by eating an
incredible quantity of pomegranate feeds.

Hift. 45. One John Stranger, of Bononia,
about fifty years of age, of a thin hedtical
habit of body, which frequently threatened
a confumption, at length fell into a Dropfy.
He entirely cured himfelf of it, by eating
pepper for a long time together in large
quantities (y).

Hift. 46. Many perfons have been cured
of Dropfies by heating white pebble ftones
red hot, cooling them in white wine, and
drinking a glafs of it every morning (s).

Hift. 47. The virtues of linfeed in pleu-
rifies, coughs, confumptions, &c. are well
known to every apothecary ; but few have
experienced the benefits of it in an Afcites :

yet Bonnet (a ) gives two hiftories of pa-
tients, one of which was perfectly cured,
the other for fome time relieved in this dif-

(*) River. Op. Med. p. 582. Obf. g.
(y) J. Schenk. Obf. Med. lib. 2.
/z) River. Op. Med. p. 581. Obf. S %

(?) Med, Sept, collat. p. 72.
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By fqua-
ma aeris.

By fack.

By mew
milk.

order, by a diftillation of this oil given in
drops.

Hift. 48. Baefdorpius cured the emperor
Charles the fifth of an Afcitcs, after other
medicines had proved incffedtual, with
fquama teris ( b) .

Hill. 49. A dropdeal perfon who was
given over by his phyficians, undemanding
that wine was good for him, took fuch an

�

averfion to water, that he not only drank,
but boiled his meat, walhed his hands, face,
and all his body for a long time together in
fack, and recovered (c).

Hift. 50. A noble lady, fixty years of
age, labouring under an Alcites, which was
attended with violent pains, was advifed to
make ufe of a bath of new milk. This
ihe tried, which gave her eafe ; but in a
fhort time it was turned to a perfedt cheek
curd ; fo that her fervants were forced to
cut it from about her body, and (he had
much ado to efcape with life (J), Whe-
ther the fweat, or perfpirable matter, of all
dropfical perfons is attended with this acid

(b) P. Foreft. Obf. 37. p. 257.
(<r) Al. Maffar. p. 192. Marcell. Donat de Med.

Hiftor. mirab. p. 422.
(d) Adi, Med. Hafnienf. vol. 4,
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i.
Dropfies
how cura-
ble in ge-
neral.

Five ways.

quality, may perhaps deferve the enquiry of
the learned.

HifL 51. Fabr. Hildanus ( e) mentions
an old man of feventy, who after a tertian
ague fell into an Afcites, which was per-
fectly carried off by fome purging medi-
cines, and drinking his own urine every
morning, for the fpace of four months to-
gether.

SECT. IV. Ohfervations on the fore-
going Hiftories,

From the foregoing hifiories it is evident,
that all forts of Dropfies may fometimes
be cured by one or more of thefe five ways,
ift, by vomiting: 2d, by purging: 3d, by
increasing the quantity of urine : 4th, by
fweat: 5th, by wounds made in the fkin,
or fldh. Nature frequently relieves herfelf
by fome one or more of the four firft, and
fo not only prevents this, but other difiem-
pers falling upon us; and when they are ac-
tually formed, often cures them in this
manner. After her example, art has found
out medicines to eafe us when /he is over-
powered, and is not able to free herfelf
from the burthen. Artificial wounds are of

(?) Qhf. 51. cent. 3.
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None of
them cer-
tain.

different kinds. Some are made by inflru-*
ments, and others by topical applications.
Of the firfl fort are tapping, and incifions
made in the legs and other parts of the
body : of the latter are all fuch as are made
by cauteries, whether adlual, potential, or
bliflers. But whichever of thefe ways are
made choice of, we fhould always be lure to
begin with it as foon as poffible, and before
the diflemper has got to too great a head 5
for the obfervation of Perfius (f) is undeni-
ably true in all, but more cfpecially in this
dangerous di (order j “ Helleborum fruflra
cum jam cutis segra tumebit, pofcentes yi-
deas. Venienti occurrite morboj.”

Though from thefe hiftories it is certain
that Dropfies have fometimes been cured by
the means related above, yet we mud: not
expedt to meet with the fame fuccefs at all
times. There are too many hiftories re-
corded in book's, and too, many that are freih
in our own memories, of fuch perfons as
have tried every thing that could be thought
of in this cafe, without fuccefs. Believe
me, at prefent there is no method, or medi-
cine to be met with that is infallible in this
diflemper. No, the number of fpecifics is

(/) Satyr 3.
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at prefent very fmall. When our country-
than Dr. Sydenham had given relief two or
three times in an Afcites by fyrup of
buckthorn, as he himfelf informs us,
he was apt to imagine that this medicine
Would always be of the fame fervice ; but he
Was foon convinced of his midake, by the
lofs of his patient* and hazard of his repu-
tation. As the honedy and good-nature of
this great man is fufficiently evident in this
account which he has left us, from it we
may learn three things at lead:: fird, not to
be too fond of a medicine in any cafe;
or at lead not to be fo attached to it as not
to change it* when we find it does not an-
fwer our expectation : fecondly* not to pcr-
fevere too long in any method, where we
find it does not lucceed ; for though, ac-
cording to Seneca (g), nothing hinders the
recovery of our health fo much as the fre-
quent change of medicines, yet we fhould
not always depend upon one, though never
fo great a favourite. Here lies the great and
effential difference between a rational and
regular phyfician and a quack. The for-
mer knows how to alter his medicines in
time, and the latter goes on in the lame

(i) Eplft. 2.
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s*
Bandage
ileesllary.

road, from the firft feizure to the death of
his patient. Thirdly, that a few trials are
not diffident to give any medicine the name
or character of a fpeciiic : long experience
can only do this. How many have wefeen
and heard of lately that have been cried
up for infallible, that would not dand the
ted, though proteded by the greated pro-
fedbrs ?

Bandage has fometimes been of great
fervice, when young children have been
dropfical in the head; but it may, perhaps*
bear a difpute whether the like method may
be proper in anafarcous fwellings of the
legs. The great objection to this kind of
practice is drawn from the hazard the pa-
tient runs of having the lymph, or watery
humour, by this means forced upwards, and
fo fixed upon fome of thole more noble
parts that are immediately necefiary to life.
This might, perhaps, fometimes be the
cafe, if no evacuation was to be ufed at the
time of fuch bandage; but cannot, I think*
where that is not wanting : and yet to give
objection its full force, if we fuppofe no
evacution to be made, the humour would
moil certainly have an equal, if not a better
chance to pafs off either by ftool, urine, or
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4*Trifling
medicines
cure ftub-
born dif*
orders*

perforation, than to fix upon any futh part.
Laced ftockings, therefore, have been de-
fervedly recommended in this diforder, by
Mr. Wifeman and others 5 arid the fuccefs
Jias frequently, and does daily, anfwer the
prefcribers expectations.

It is fiirprifing to find how fmall and
lignificant a thing will fometimes give re-
lief, when the greateft and mofl; approved
medicines have failed. What the Greeks
called idiofyncrafy, or a particular conftitu-
tion, we meet with in almoft every day's
practice. Who could imagine that an elec-
tuary of raifins* a decodtion of oak-buds,
or a little juice of plantain, fhould cure the
mofl: inveterate Afcites, if hiftory had not
furnifhed u5 with fuch examples ? There is
nothing, I am lure, in the nature of any
of thefe medicines, that feems adequate to
fuch a flubborn diford’er. How pfteft do
we hear of great cures performed by fome
trifling infignificant thing, advifed by fome
poor illiterate old woman, when great and
learned phyficians have pronounced the cafe
incurable ? Hence we may alfo learn, not to
adhere too clofely to a favourite medicine,
when we find it does not relieve. Variety
©f medicines may and ought t© be tried.
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Simple
medicines
recom-
mended.

and no cafe (hould be given over as loft,
long as life remains ; but then the medicines
made ufe of fhould be funpie ones. There
are two great objedions againft the com-
pounding of medicines, at leaft againft a
great number of ingredients, ift. When
a cure is performed by fuch a one, who can
tell which ingredient to afcribe it to ? 2d,
Though the feveral ingredients may all be
very proper in themfelves, yet who knows
they fhall be fo when thus mixed together ?

Fliny, in his Natural Hiftory, book 22,

chap. 23. fays, the reafon why he only
treated of ftmple medicines was, becaufe in
thefe it appeared what nature could do $

but in mixtures there was nothing but un-
certain conjedure; for the agreement and
difagreement of nature cannot be fufticiently
known to any one in mixtures : and Ron-
jfeius de Scorbuto, p, 19, lays, that the
more Ample medicines are, the more power-
fully they are wont to exert their virtue and
efficacy-. Acids, we know, ferment with
alkalies, and when that fermentation is
over, they acquire a very different nature
from what each of them had before. From
fye flower and allum a phofphorus may be
prepared, that fhall take lire by only expo-
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ling it to the air, a property which neither
of the ingredients have when alone. Fi-
lings of fteel and fulphur mixed together,
will become actually hot, and break out in-
to a flame, by dropping cold water upon
them ; and burnt marble or lime will be-
come hot after the fame manner. Since
this is the cafe, how careful ought we to be
in making ufe of compound medicines in
extemporaneous pradice ? Who knows
when feveral things have been mixed, and
flood long together, what new properties
they may acquire, or what efted they may
have on a human body ? He that pre-
scribes the feweft and mod; fimple medicines
will always be looked upon as the bed phy-
fician. Bleeding is at length found to be
.the only true cure of all kinds of inflamma-
tion, efpecially of a pleurify ; Briftol wa-
ter for a diabetes, and the Jefuits bark for
an ague, haemorrhage, and mortification.
Dr. Sydenham deferves more from mankind
for teaching us the ufe of riding on horfe-
back, in fome kind of confumptions ; of
fpirits of vitriol and diacodium in the fmall-
pox; and of fpirits of hartfhorn in the con-
vulfions of young children than if he had
left us whole volumes of elaborate preferip-
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Of fpringi
water.

tions. Sir John Floyer and Dr. Baynard
gained no fmall reputation by redoring thp
ufe of cold bathing. Dr. Radcliffe did
more with the tedacea, than others could
do by all the mod: codly drugs of the In-
dies. Water and mercury, if rightly mat

paged, will really do wonders in the Drop~
fy, and happy would it be for mankind,
could a firnple fpecific be found out for this,
as there has beep for fome other didempersj
but this I fear, from the nature of it, and
what has been faid above, is not at prefent
to be expedcd.

The cure of the vintner (Hift. 20.) is
one of the moil: remarkable that was ever
effected in this or perhaps any other diftem-
per. Sir John Maynard fays he knows not
how to account for it, and therefore thinks it
jnuft remain among the occulta till the laffe
day. “ So much water, 5 ’ fays he, ie drank fo
« fuddenly, one would have thought, fhould

have totally extinguished' the natural heat,
(t already too low, weak and languid. Be-
“ fides, there is no property in water that
<t we know of, whereby it Ihould take away
*< a hard feirrhous liver, or reftore a decayed
t( and rotten omentum, or any other of the
“ vifeera, fodden and ilewed in claret and
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cure of a
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4C other fermented liquors to the dcdrucflion
tx of their tone and texture.’’ A great part
of what is here advanced by the dod:or is
indifputably true; and therefore forme to
attempt a folution of this difficulty, would
be looked upon as preemption; otherwife
we might fuppofe, that few or none of the
lymphatics were broken; that the juices,
which were extremely vifcid, were atte-
nuated by the great quantity of water,
which he poured down in fo ffiort a time,
and fo were fitted to pafs off quick, by all
the emunctories of the body, the inteflines,
ureters, and fkin ; and lartly, that the great
weight and preffure being once removed,
nature repaired the breach, as we fee (he

frequently does in ulcers of the lungs, blad-
der, and other parts of the body, where
we cannot come to apply medicines. Be
this as it will, the ufe I would make of
this hillory is, that there is a poffibility of
curing the moli defperate Dropfy by fpring-
water. This is directly contrary to Dr. Sy-
denham’s theory and pra£lice in this dis-
temper. Here he abfolutely forbids every
thing fmall, as fuppofing the blood too poor
and thin, which is frequently otherwife, as
vve have already proved. If the caufes of
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6.
Tapping,
“when ufe~
ful.

diforders, and this aphorifm of Hippocrates*
that contraries cure contraries, are to be re-r
garded, I am fure water rpuft do more in
the cure of this diftemper than wine.
Where one diforder of this kind now-a-days
comes from too low living, thoufands, I fear,
come from excefs j but of this more here-,
after. Another ufe to be made of this hif-
tory is, that Ample medicines, and fuch as
feein no way adequate to the diflcmper, will
fometimes fucceed beyond all the rules of art,
and the ftrongeft demondrations Pro-
vidence, I have often thought, has thus or-
dained it, to confound the wifdom of this
world, and to make the man of reafort
know how fmall his knowledge and yet
how great his pride and vanity.

From thefehiftories it plainly appears, that
Dropfies of all kinds may fometimes be
cured by one kind or other of evacuation,
So long as the water is contained in the
lymphatics, medicines may be of fervice :

when thele are bprfl, the water has fome-
times been difcharged by tapping, by the
burfling of the or by fome kind of
wounds made in a proper part of the body.
When any fluid of a human body has been

„
it) See Obf. 4. above*.
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long out of the veffels, wherein it ufed to
circulate, I do not think it poffible by any
means to be brought, back again into them,
but mud: by a propet inftmment be let out.
After inflammations, where matter is once
formed, the thing is plain to the meaneft
capacity. With regard to the lymphatics, I
think, the cafe is pretty much the fame.
It is certain there are abforbing veffels in a

human body, by which fame particles of
matter may be admitted into the mafs of
blood from without; but then I think they
muff be exceeding fine, fluid and perfectly
free from vifcidity. The lymph immedi-
ately thickens by the heat of the body, when
once cut of its proper veffels, fo that little
pr none can poffibly be carried off this way.
I doubt not but there are fome vapours con-
ffantly betwixt the foldings of the guts, ia
the cavity of the abdomen, which arc as
conftantly carried off this way, either by
the bladder or fome other part; but when-
ever thefe come to be too vifeid and large
for thefe kind of outlets, they muff there
remain, till let out by a proper inffrument.
JVIr. Petit (/) has made an experiment, whiclt

(i) Treatife of the Difeafes of the Bones, P. i. ch,
16. p. iBg. See alfo Philof. Tranf. abr. vol. 3. p. 78.
where >s a like experiment by Dr, William Mufgraye.
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leaves no room for doubt in the cafe. He
fays. If a gallon of warm water be inje&ed
into the abdomen of a living dog, and the
wound be clofed for two hours, and then
opened, that one drop of the injedled wa-
ter will not be difeharged at the wound.
Whence it is evident, ift, that not only in
this, but all other cavities of the body,
where any liquid is feparated for lubricating
the parts, and making their motion eafy,
the fuperfluous parts of fuch liquid, muft
by fome abforbing veftels, where there is
no manifdl outlet, be reconveyed into the
mafs of blood and humours. 2d, That
this Superfluity may fometlmes, by heat of
the body or other means, become top grofs
to pafs off by the ufual way, and muft
therefore occafion Dropiies and other
ders of the part. 3d, That no Simulating
medicines can be of any fervice in a Dropfy,
where the lymphatics are broken. All ca-
thartic, diuretic, diaphoretic and other kind
of medicines, can be of no fervice in this,
cafe. As all thefe a£l with a ftimulus, in-
creafe the circulation of the blood, and
make an evacuation, they muft confequently
weaken, and are therefore at fuch times fo
far from doing good, that they muft of ne-
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ceffity do harm. Hence it is we fo oftes
hear of the hidden death of dropfical per-
fons, after ftrong purges given by fome un-
fkilful hand. Let me, therefore, lay it
down as a truth to be remembered, by
every judicious practitioner, and in every
part of this treatife, that after the lympha-,
tics are once burft, no forcing medicines of

kind are to be given in this diftemper.
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CHAP. VII.

Of the cure of a Dropfy hy internal
Means.

HAVING in the foregoing chapter
/hewn all the ways whereby it is pof-~

fible to cure a Dropfy, I (hall here treat of
each of them more at large, and alfo /hall *
produce the moft effectual remedies for this
purpofe. Before I do this, it may not per-
haps be improper to fay a word or two con-
cerning the operation of medicines in gene-
ral, and the way to eafe thirft, which is
frequently a moft troublefome companion
in this diftemper.
SECT. I, Several Ways to eafe

Dr. Sydenham fays fmall liquors increafe
thir/l (>£) in this difeafe, and therefore ad-

(k) This precept, I think, is only founded upon
poetry : Ovid fays in this cafe, Quo plus funt potae*
plus fitiuntur aquae ; and Horace,

Crefcit indulgens fibi dirus Hydrops,
Nec fitim pell it, nifi caufa morbi
Fugerit venis & aquofus albo, '

Corpore languor.
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Yifes to gargle the mouth with fp. vitriol, to
hold tamarinds in it, or chew a lemon; but
not to fwallow any of them for fear of
their coldnefs. This caution, I think,
might better have been fpared, than men-
tioned on this occafion ; for cooling things
can do but little injury, where perfons are
burnt up with internal heat. Tamarinds
purge as well as cool, and all acids, of what
kind foever, help to thin vifeid, fizy hu-
mours, and fit them for fecretion. Small
punch is a moft powerful diuretic; fo is
elix. vitriol, the fp. vitriol here mentioned,
and all the preparations of nitre, fulphur,,
&c. but fure thofe medicines that provoke
urine can never do harm in a Dropfy. Nay
thefe kind of medicines have opened the
©bftrudled kidneys, and cored a fuppreftion
of urine, when all others Have proved in-
effectual (/).

M. Lifter in his feventeenth cafe fays,
the woman he there fpeaks of was advifed,
but not by him, for her great thirft, to
hold upon her tongue, once a day, or oftner,
a little thin bit of bread, well toafted, and
dipped in fpirits of wine, to make her /pit;

(I) Philof. Tranf. abrxdg. vol. 3. p. T4B. and Fuller’s
Hauftus cliureticus adjus.
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which fhe did, and it anfwered her expect
tation.

Wainwiight, in his treatife on the non-
naturals, recommends green tea, deeped iri
rhenifh wine, which is both a diuretic and
drengthens the domach at the fame time;

Sir Theod.Mayerne,Etmuller, and others*
advife the preparations of nitre, which by
the by are much colder than the acids Dn
Sydenham cautions us fo drongly againft.
The lapis or fal prunellse, both of the Lon-
don and Scotch Difpenfatory, the Sp. nitri
dulcis, Fuller’s decodum coccineum, and
the decodtum nitrofum in the Edinburgh.
Difpenfatory, are all excellent medicines for
this purpofe.

Maverne likewife advifes the patient td
hold a drachm of the following medicine in
his mouth now and then, ad fitim fallendam.

R. mucilag. fern. pfyl. & cydon. extradh
in aq. rof. rub. in- facch. caiid. sill- Ip*
vitriol, gtt. 3. rm f. mucilago.

Van. Helmont fays, a few drops of Sp. of
fulphur will fooner allay third than fome
quarts of water; and fpirits of vitriol may
deferve the fame encomium.

Fernelius recommends the chewing of
maflick or fuch like things* which he fays
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By vomit*
ing.

do not only draw water from the head, but
from the domach alfo and abdomen and
Riverius is of the fame opinion.

C. Celfus tells us, that one Metrodorus,
a difciple of Epicurus, laboured under a
Dropfyj and that not being able to bear fuch
an intolerable third, he abftained from li-
quids as long as he was able, and then
drank till he vomited [m). Hereupon the
author makes this feafonable obtervation.
That it is true by this means the difeafe may
more eafily be endured but if any of the
liquid is retained in the domach, it will in-
create the diforder, and is therefore of opi-
nion, that this method Ihould not be tried
in every conditution.

SECT. It. Gf Medicines in general*
It is very apparent, that there is but one

canal or paflage from the mouth to the anus 5
the anatomids divide it into feveral imagi-
nary parts* In fome places it is much
wider, thicker, and fuller of Wrinkles, than
it is in others. All medicines taken in at
the mouth mud be confidered as they adt
immediately upon this tube; or as they af-
fe<d the fluids and folids of the whole body*

(w) C. Celfus, Lib, 3. c, 21*
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after they are taken up by the ladeals, and
by them have been conveyed into the mad
of blood.

Every thing that ads fo powerfully upon
the firfl patt of the canal, or domach, as
to invert its natural motion, and caufe it to

throw up its contents, is called an emetid
or vomit. If it paffes over the pylorus
without difordering the domach ; if it in-
creafes the peridahic or vermicular motion
of the guts, and fo makes the excrements
pafs off quicker than ufual by the anus; wC
then give it the name of a cathartic or
purge: laftly, a medicine, that is entirely,
or for the greated part, conveyed into the
mafs of blood, without affeding this fird
paffage, receives different names as it ads
more immediately upon this or that part of
the body. If the pores of the fkin are the
feat of adion, it is named a diaphoretic
medicine if the urinary paffages, a diu-
retic, &c.

From thefe definitions it follows, ift, that
emetics and cathartics ate, or may be, the
fame kind of medicines; that they only dif-
fer in degrees of drength ; that an emetic
may be reduced to a cathartic, and, vice
verfa, a cathartic may be increafed to an
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Emetic fometimes, the former by diminiih-
ing, and the latter by augmenting the quan-
tity of the medicine. Hence we may ea-
fily fee how a vomit frequently gives a mo*

tion to ftool, and a purge often gives a puke
or two, before or during its operation. 2d*
That every medicine which pafles the lac-
teals, mull affedl the whole mafs of blood,
and therefore mud a<d upon other parts of
the body, as well as that from whence it
takes its name : 3d, That diuretic* diapho-
retic, &c. medicines, which are generally
taken up by the ladeals, may fometimes be-
come cathartic or emetic. Thus
tic antimony, if it has lain long expofed to
the air, will, in pretty drong conditutions,
excite vomiting, as Zwelfer and Boyle have
obferved; and all diuretics, in weak ones*
will frequently purge, as I have often found
by experience. 4th, That all thofe medi*
cines which pafs by the latdeals into the
mafs of blood, mud be extremely uncertain
in their operation, lince they mud afFedt
other parts of the body, befides that which
is principally defigned. sth, That not only
the foregoing, but every medicine in gene-
ral, unlefs exadlly proportioned to the
dilution, and other circumdances, may,
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Sweat in
Vomiting,
whence.

nay often mud, increafe other fecretions,
befides that which we principally have in
view. Thus emetics often give ftools, and
provoke fweat ; cathartics often vomit, pro-
voke urine, fweat, &c. But to be fome-
what more particular.

Emetics, as we obferved, excite a motion
of the ftomach diredlly contrary to nature.
The mufcles of the belly and
breaflyare all forced to affift in this opera-
tion. Thefe kind of medicines adl very
brifkly upon the nervous coat of the fto-
mach, and there caufe a convulhon. There
is not much time during the operation of a
vomit, for many of its particles to pafs the
ladeals ; nay, I think it next to impoffible
that any of them fhould, fince the bowels
are fo very compreffed by the mufcles of the
belly, every time there is a convuliion of
the ftomach. The fweats, therefore, that
are occafioned by vomits, are not owing to
their adding upon the whole mats of blood,
but to the convulfive motion of the nerves,
the ficknefs and faintnefs of the patient,
and the great relaxation, caufed, firfc, by the
warm liquor drank in the operation , and
fecond, by the naufea from the medicine fo
difagreeabie to the ftomach, Mr. Chirac, a
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jphylfclan at Montpelier, would make us be-
lieve, the force of the mufcles employed in
the adlion of vomiting are at lead: equal to
two hundred and fixty thoufand pound
weight* If foj no one I think fhould won-
der at the fweats which are caufed by thefe
kind of medicines: the greater wonder is,
how any man is able to fupport filch a bur-
den, without immediate dedrudtion of the
whole machine (u).

What has been faid of the p'rofufe deli-
quious fweats occafioned by vomits is equal-
ly true of thofe caufed by drong purges*
However this be, it is mod certain, that
fuch rough medicines as thefe ought not to
be given without great caution and circum-
fpedtion ; for if they do not givev relief,
they mud certainly do harm, being too ac-
tive not to affedl the conditution fome way
or other. When the juices are become
too vifcid, and the fibres too much relaxed,
fo that the circulation cannot be carried on
in the capillary, or mod minute veffels,
emetics and rough purges mud certainly do
admirable fervice. They not only unload
the obdrudted veffels, but by their velli-
cations give frefh force and eladicity to

(«} See Dr. Cheney’s Theory of Fevers, p. 89.'



Of The Several Kis£s196

Of fpeci-
£c purges.

the weakened fibres. On the other hand*
where any fluid of a humdn body is extra-*
vafated, as it is« impoflible by any art to
bring it back again into its proper veffels,
fo it muft be extremely ridiculous to attempt
to do it by thefe violent methods. If the
patient fhould have the good fortune to fur-
vive the operation, yet it muff doubtiefs
bring him much nearer to the grave. This
cafe we often meet with, when thefe kinds
of medicines are injudicioufly adminiflered
by quacks and other bold pretenders, as
before obferved.

The ancients were of opinion, that fome
fort of purges were more proper than others
in particular difeafes. Accordingly fome they
called cholagogues, others phlegmagogues,
and fome hydragogues, according as they
were thought to carry off cholcr, phlegm,
or water. Dr. James Keil (o), thinks he
has made this dodlrine of the ancients pro-
bable at leaf!:, from abflraded reafoning and
mechanic principles j but Quincy (y>) de-
monflrates, from the fame principles, that
there can be no fpecific purges ; but that
ail cathartics of the fame drength will be

(0) ' Tenram. Med. Phyf, p, 112,

IP) hharm. p* 177.
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equally ferviceable in all cafes. From thefe
two gentlemen we may plainly fee, what
certainty is to be expected from mathema-
tical demonflrations, as they are called, when
applied to the operation of medicines, the
caufe and origin of difeafes, &c. If we
may be allowed to judge of medicines by the
fmell, taffe, Sec. one would make no fcruple
to affert pofitively, that there might be fuch
things as fpecific cathartics. We find as great
a difference in the fenfible qualities of thefe
kinds of medicines, as there can poffibly be in
the humours of a man’s body; fo that we
may fairly from hence affert the poffibility
of fuch kind of medicines. Behdes, we
daily fee dropfical perfons, that have tried
feveral forts of cathartics, at laft relieved by
one which is not feemingly fo ffrong as fome
that they have before taken; and hence, as

I have elfewhere obferved, it is ceitain we
ought not in this diflemper to flick too
clofely to any one medicine, efpeciaily of
the purging kind.

TOO

It is furprisdng to fee what vad quantities
of water, or aqueous humours, are fometimes
ciifcharged by flool it) dropfical cafes. Many
authors have attempted, but few have given,
any tolerable account of this phenomenon.
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I5y the in-
tcflinal
glands.

JJy the lir
ver, pan-
creas, Sec.

Peyerus and Brunner in the lad century*
difcovered an innumerable number of final!
glands all along the tube of the intedines,
whofe excretory duds open into this great
canal. Whether they are as numerous as
thofe of the dun, or whether their excre-
tory duds are of the fame diameter with
them, is not yet exadly determined. There
are alfo other large ones, which difeharge
their contents immediately into this canal*
viz. the liver, pancreas, £cc. Dr. J. Keil
(g) fays that the bile is difeharged into the
interlines at the rate of two drachms an hour
at the lead, Mr. Chefelden (r) ingenuoufly
confelfes, that he knows no way of com-
puting with any exadnefs, what quantity of
bile is thus fecreted by the liver in a given
time ; but fuppofes it may be four times as
much as all the falival glands fecrete in the
fame time, or twenty-four ounces at every
meal; and that the pancreas in the fame
time difeharges three ounces, From thefe
two large duds he fuppofes the large repara-
tions made from the blood by cathartics,
may better be accounted for, than from the
foregoing glands, which are fcarce’ vilible,

(q) Tentam. Med. Phyf. p, gB.
(r) Anatom, p. 158. ch. 5.
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all.

Without doubt, both the greater and the lef-
fer glands are forced by cathartics to part
with their contents, much quicker than
they do in a natural date. If the ddn of a
man’s body contains two thoufand fix hun-
dred and forty fquare inches, the guts will
contain one thoufand four hundred and foi ty,
or more than half as many, according to Dr.
Friend (j). Suppofe then, a cathartic of
the dronged kind was to adl all along the
bowels, as a blider does upon the Ikin 3 that
the difcharges made by both, from a given
part fhould in a given time be equal; that
drong cathartics adl four times quicker than
bliders j and ladly, that a blider five inches
fquare would, in a given time, difcharge an
ounce of ferum: hence it would follow,
that in a fourth part of the fame time a
drong cathartic would difcharge at lead
four pound of matter, for the whole fkin,
if blidered, would difcharge about nine.

Secondly, Suppofe the particles of a ca-
thartic fhould pafs the ladeals, and mix
with the blood and juices, they mud cer-
tainly increafe the circulation, thin thefe
fiuids, and dilate the mouths of all the
excretory du£ls of the great canal. If the

(■0 Comment, on Hippocr, de Morb. Epldem. pa^e
125> 126,
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diameter of thefe veffels becomes as wide
again as in a natural date. Dr. Friend (s)
has proved that, by this dilatation only, about
four pound and a half of ferum, would be eva-
coated in eight hours time, without taking
the pancreatic juice into the account.

3. Laflly, fuppofe a drong cathartic fhould
ad both thefe ways, which is more than
probable it does, a gallon of ferum may
then poffibly be difeharged by dool, in the
common time a purge is in working. If
the mouths of thefe veffels fhould become
wider in any other proportion, the quantity
of matter difeharged would be increafed
according to the fquares of the diameters
of thefe veffels j and hence it is apparent*
how great a quantity of humours may pof-
fibly be difeharged by drong cathartics in a
little time.

It is generally fuppofed by all kind of
writers, that rough purges, during the time
of their operation, pafs the ladeals, and fo
mixing with the chyle and blood, occafion
fermentations, rarefadions, &c. whereby
they remove obdrudions in every even the
remoted part of the body \ but that the
more gentle ones ad only upon the grand

(.f} Ibid. Comment, on Hippocr,
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canal, or firft paflages. This doctrine, I
think, has no foundation in nature, nay, is
diredly contrary to matter of fact. Every
one knows, that the longer any liquid is in
pafling from tire mouth to the anus, the
more of its fineft particles may, nay mult,
be taken up by the ladgal veflels ; and con-
fequently, the more gentle any purging me-
dicine is in its operation, the more of it
muft be conveyed into the blood. In com-
mon practice we daily fee great alterations
follow the repetition of purging medicines
in fmall quantities for feveral days together.
Rhubarb is fo flow a worker, that I have of-
ten feen it in the urine, before it has given
a fl;ool; and we have an extraordinary in-
ftance below ft), where caffia, taken thus
two or three days together, caufed a prodi-
gious flux of urine. Calomel we find is
not fo apt upon taking cold to raife a faliva-
tion when given with gutta gamba, jalap,
fcammony, &c. as when rpixed with con-
ferve of rofes or diafcordium, and kept in
the body all night. Good reafon, then,
had Dr. Friend (u) to fay, thai when we
give mercurial purges, in order to remove

ft) See Dr. Cheney’s new Theory of Fevers, p. g8»
[v) Emmenolog. p. ur.
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obdrudions, the number of dools, or quan-
tity of matter difcharged per anjum, is
very little to be regarded; becaufe the ef-
ficacy of the medicine will be as great, if
not greater, where this vifible evacuation is
inconfiderable. The cafe being as it is here
reprefented, how (hall we be able to account
for the operation of rough purges in making
fo great an evacuation in a (hort time ? I
anfwer, very eafily. As thefe medicines
mud ad with a dimulus, the quicker they
pafs through us, the more frequently mud
the excretory duds of the glands in the in-
tedines be opened. The juices then run-
ning off fo quick per amura, an inverted
circulation of the juices mud follow. The
motion which before was from the bowels
to the (kin, will now be turned from the
fkin to the bowels. When, therefore, oh-
drudions and humours are carried off thus,
it mud be by revulfion ; but when they mix
with the blood, they ad as real deobdru-
ents, and ratifying the vifcid juices fit them
to pafs off by all the other glands of the
body. From this explanation of the opera-
tion of medicines, many ufeful dodrines,
with regard to pradice, follow: iff. The
danger ip giving rough purges will be di^
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really as the times in which they pais
through the inteftines. 2d, The danger in
giving ftrong vomits will be to that of rough
purges, fappofing they ad equally in the
fame time, as the length of the ftomach is
to that of all the inteftines 5 and if the
times in which they ad are unequal, this
danger muft be in a compound ratio of the
length of the parts they ad: upon diredly,
and their refpedive times of adion. 3d,
Rough purges, in acute diftempcrs, muft be
exceeding dangerous, unlefs they be given
at the very beginning ; ftnee the foregoing
ratio muft be increafed by that of the time
lince the obftrudion began inverfely, or the
vifeidity of the blood and juices. In fe-
vers, then, thefe kind of medicines muft
pften do harm, viz. if they invert the cir-
culation of the juices, and throw too great
a quantity upon the bowels. 4th, The
rougheft purgers, when given in fmall quan-
tities, muft be the ,moft powerful deob-
ftruents, and fo lefs dangerous than when
given in a larger. sth, The fweats caufed
by rough vomits and purges can give no re-
lief, fince they are not the effed of the
fnedicine in the cuticular glands, but of
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too great evacution, a naufea and fickncfs*
or too great an expence of animal fpirits.

SECT. 111. The Cure of Droffes.
The ancients fay little about vomits, ef-

pecially thofe of the rougher kind, in the
cure of a Dropfy, Themifon began the
cure of an Afcites with a vomit of fquills
or hellebore, and ordered it to be repeated
three times in a ( <u) month. C. Celfus fays,
if the belly fwells with pain, it is neceflary
to vomit every day, or every other day, af-
ter dinner. Here I fuppofe this author mud;
be underflood of fuch mild emetics only, as
occafion the flomach to part with its con-
tents eafily, and fo take away that fulnefs
and diflention fo troublefome to the pa-*
tient.

Many approve of gentle vomits at the be-
ginning of a Dropfy, both before and af-
ter meat, but forbid ftrong ones, for they
weaken very greatly (w).

Hercules (x), the Saxon, fufpeds flrong
vomits ; for i ft. If they do not fucceed,
the peritonaeum, he fays, may be broken :

( v) C. Aurel. p. 490.
(w) P. Foreft. Obf. 32. p. 248. and Marcell. Do-

nat. de Med, Hift. mirab. p. 424.
(x) Prseled. p. 203.
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2d, The force of the water upwards may
endanger fuffocation ; and Nicolas Floren-
tine (j y ) mentions one who died by this
operation.

Barbette (z) difapproves of ftrong vo-
mits in this diforder, for thefe following rea-
fons : i ft. They difturb the ftek, and make
them fainty: 2d, They weaken the ftomach,
fo that it never after digefts its food as it
ought. This he had often obferved, and
concludes thus, Let other men do as they
pleafe, for my part, I neither love nor order
them.

Sir Theod. Mayerne (rz) condemns rough
vomits in this diftemper, efpecially thofe
made of ftibium and fays. When the fto-
mach naufeates what it takes, fo as to re-
quire a vomit, it fhould not be ftronger
than fome preparation of vitriol, or the ripe
feeds of the greater cataputia, made with
almonds into the form of an emulfion.

Etmuller (£), however, is of opinion,
that weak vomits will not work upon drop-
fical perfons, either becaufe of the atonia
or weaknefs of the ftomach, or elfe becaufe

(y ) Serm. 5. ch. 15,
{a) Ibid. p. 285,

(z) Prax. Med. p. 163,
(b) Op. Med. p. 299.



Of the Several Kinls
the medicines arc altered, and fixed as it
were by the falfo-acid ferofities contained
therein and therefore they ought, he lays,
to be drong, and given in a large dofe.

This author is the fird who recommends
drong vomits, and his reafons for fo doing
are here produced, which in my opinion are
very indifferent ones. For many people in
Dropfies are very much inclined of them-
felves to vomit •, fo that warm wrater alone
is fufficient to bring up the contents of the
domach. Metrodorus, as we obferved a-
bove from Celfus, cured his third and his
Dropfy, by abdairdng as long as he could
from all forts of liquids, and then drinking
a fufficient quantity of any liquor to make
him vomit j but he does not fo much as
hint that he made ufe of any medicine in
this diforder to procure the defired edecd.

Dr. Sydenham, I fuppofe, from the fore-
going authority, recommends, and is ex-
tremely pleafed with an infufion of crocus
metallorura, commonly called vinum bene-
dtdum, given to or every morning,
as the drength of the patient wdll allow.
He relates a hidory of a poor woman to
whom he gave fix dofes at lead of this his
favourite medicine, without doing her any
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Rejected,

manner of fervice, as far as I am able to
]udge. For he confelfes, that by this
means the vapours were raifed in her to a
very great degree, and that he could not

make a cure of her till he had recourfe to
fuch purges as are accounted fpecifics in
dropfical diforders.

This method has found but little encou-
ragement among the learned, as being, I
fuppofe too rough, and feldom or never giv-
ing relief. Dr. Sydenham himfelf, to do
him jufiice, feems to have been convinced
of his error in being too fond of this medi-
cine, as well as fyrup of buckthorn ; for in
his Proceifus Integri, which was written at
the latter end of his days for the inftrudlion
of his own fon, he does not fo much as
mention this kind of evacuation in the cure
of a Dropfy, which he furely would, if he
had found it fo neceffary as he once appre-
hended it to be. The great Boerhave in-
deed fays, Aphor. 1245, that the vomits
made ufe of in this difremper fhould be
ftrong and often repeated. But as he gives
no reafon for this pradice, nor any hiftory
of cures wrought by it, we may look upon,
it as a gratis didum, fupported only by his
own great name, and that of Etmuiler and
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Sydenham. If I may be allowed to fpeak
in this controverfy, I mud fay, that neither
in my reading or practice, did I ever meet
with a dropftcal cafe, which was cured by
flrong emetics ; but have fometim.cs known
them do harm.

Foreftus tells us of a perfon that was
cured of a Dropfy by vomiting but then
medicines had no hand in it, for this was
only caufed by the (hip’s motion, the
patient having been advifed to go to
fea. Very juftly, therefore, in my opi-
nion, does M. Lifter difapprove this
way of proceeding by ftrong vomits, for
thefe following reafons : ill, Becaufe that
great practitioner Sir Theod. Mayerne, as
we before obferved, condemned rough vo-
mits ; and I think I may fafely add, that
all the antient and many modern phyficians
do the fame. 2d, Thefe kind of medicines
increafe thirft, and occafton the patient to
drink too much, -ffi, Such an operation
muft with great difficulty be undergone by
perfons fo fhort breathed as thofe generally
are who are much fwelled with a Dropfy.
4th, More water may be difeharged by
ftool than can poffibly be carried off by this
method. sth, To thefe give me leave to
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tidd a fifth, which is the great danger there
muft be of burfting the lymphatics and
other vefTels, too much already fluffed with
vifcid and fizy humours. Fabr. Hildanus
(d) gives us a hiflory of a girl that was
killed by a dofe of crocus metallorum in
powder, the ofnentum being burft in the
lower part of it by the violence of the ope-
ration ; of a woman who loft her hearing,
by a dofe of vinum benedidtum; and of
another who became a fool, after a ftrong
vomit given her by an empiric ; fo that
with good reafon he bids us be cautious in
giving ftrong vomits in cachedlie and dropfi-
cal cafes*.

I myfelf knew a colonel of the army,
who had a jaundice, Afcites, anafarcous
fwellings of the legs, &c. for which he
was advifed to take feme oxymel of fquills.
He was in all appearance, when he took it,
as well as he had been for fome days before $

he bore the operation well, and feemed re-
lieved, but died fuddenly in lefs than an
hour’s time. There was about a gallon of
water found in his belly.

(d) Obf. 79. Cent. 4. See alfo his Work?, p, 914,
where a man was killed by fuch a defe,
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Oxymel
of fquills.

Riverius (ays, that in Dropfies of the
womb women fhould be vomited twice a
week ; but he does not fay what kind of me-
dicines Ihould be ufed, whether rough ones,
or thole that are more mild and gentle in
their operation.

JL

For my own part, I never durft give any
Wronger emetic in a Dropfy than oxymel of
fquills. This is a fafe and good medicine,
and may frequently be repeated without do-
ing any damage to the domach, provided
the lymphatics are not burd. It powerfully
attenuates tough vifcid humours, and fits
them to pals off by the glands of the kid-
neys, and all the other emundtories of the
body, when given in fo fmali a quantity, or
fo guarded, as to pafs out of the ffomach
without much irritation. In Dropfies of
the bread efpecially, it does admirable fer-
vice; and relieves a Dyfpnasa more effectu-
ally than mod other medicines.

A man by taking only fix drachms of it
mixed with fmall cinnamon water* by a lit-
tle at a time, pilled fix quarts in four and
twenty hours, when he had made but very
little water for a long time before. In this
manner it is often given with extraordinary
fuccefs.
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Sy
purges;

When given as an emetic, it does not
leave that naufea and ficknefs at the fto-
mach after the operation, as fome rougher
medicines generally do.

The vinuni fcilliticum is of the fame na-
ture 5 and the pulp of fquills, made up with
fapo and gum ammoniacum, either into
pills or bolufes, has often done admirable
fervice.

SECT. IV, Of Purges,

The works of the ancients abound with
precepts about purging in a Dropfyj and
many of them were of opinion that a cure
could not be obtained by any other method.
All Dropfies, fays Ah Tralliam are to be
cured by beginning with evacuations } but
theAfcites and Tympanites by purging only.

A loofenefs cures a Leucophlegmacy, fays
Hippocrates. This proportion is often re-
peated in his works; but in his Coaca we
are told, that fuch a one mufc not take away
the appetite; for it is moil certain a Dropfy
always increafcs when this declines. Pur-
ging medicines ought to be given, fays the
fame author, till all the water of a Dropfy
is entirely difcharged

00 Ds Afre£h Seel. 5. p. 546.
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Another.

Upon this affertion Dr. Sydenham, I
fuppofe, founds this general precept con-
cerning the cure of a Dropfy : Where the
ftrength of the patient will alloy/ it, purge
every day, or every other day, till all the
water is carried off; for otherwife the pa-
tient will fill again betwixt the purges, and
fo we (hall net no ground of the diforder.O tD

If the belly falls upon purging, there is
hopes of a cure; but if it fweils after this
evacution, and but little water is brought
away by urine, death ought to be expect-
ed (/). So that purges may often do
more harm than good in this obftinate dik
order.

This obfervation Hollcrius, myfelf, and
many others, have often found true by ex-
perience } and it is fo considerable a one,
that I think it ought never to be out of the
mind of every praClitioner.

I have always found where brifle purges
give great pain in the fmall of the back, as
if they were forcing a paffage through the
kidneys, yet caufe little or no fecretion of
urine, that we may be certain the lympha-
tics are already burft, and that confequently
this method ought not to be purfued any

(f ) Willis de Afcit. p. 271.
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farther. When the cafe is thus, I believe
we may certainly pronounce it incurable ;

for wherever I have obferved this pain to be
violent, and, as Tome have exprefTed it, like
as if the back was breaking, water has al-
ways, upon difledion, been found in the
cavity of the abdomen.

Unlefs purges, therefore, open the uri-
nary paffages, as well as occafion flools,
they do more harm than good very fre-
quently ; for the belly is apt to fwell after
them, and the patient grows worfe. I knew
an old gentleman, fays Dwight, de Hy-
drope, who laboured under a Dropfy. He
made water pretty freely all along, till he
fell into a diarrhoea ; upon which his urine
ceafed 5 but that being overcome by medi-
cines, this returned. After three days the
loofenefs came on again, and the urine
abated as before ; but he was a fecond time
relieved by the fame method ; fo that pur-
ging fometimes obflrudls the urinary paf-
fages.

Etmuller tells us, that we ought in a
Dropfy to give purges in the wain of the
moon ; for this difeafe, continues he, ob-
serves the increafe and decreafe ofthis hea-
venly body.
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Of flrong

purges.
Lindanus y Etmuller, and feveral others,

are pofitive that we (hould not purge often
in a Dropfy, and teH us, when we give
thefe kind of medicines they fhould always
be of the brifker fort.

Riverius fays, that firong purges ihould
not be ufed in this diforder too often, ac-
cording to Galen 3 for they weaken the bo-
dy, and fo occafion the water to increafe.

Dr. Sydenham fays, that fuch purges as
work flowly and weakly, do more harm than
good in Dropfies ; and yet in the very fame
page he fays, regard mud be had to the na«
ture of the patient, when we give purges
in this diforder ; and that we ought to learn
from him whether he was cafy or hard to be
worked when in health, for fear of an hy-
percatharfis. Thefe precepts certainly con-
tradict one another, for if weak purges do
harm, we have no occafion to confult the
patient how he was to be worked before
the difeafe began, fince firong ones only
can relieve him ; nor is the fear of an hy-
percatharfis fo much to be regarded, fo long
as we have a medicine fo infallible in this
cafe as opium, and its feveral preparations,
as he himfelf obferves in the next page
following.
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Succus
ebuli.J. Fernelius is very cautious in giving

ftrong purges, and is pofttive that the fuc-
cus ebuli may be given to weak perfons and
pregnant women; but that the reft of the
hydragogues ought not to be adminiftered
to children, old people, or pregnant wo-
men ; nor to thofe that are emaciated, are
of a bilious conftitution, have a fever, or
any other acute difeafe ; nor in a hot fea-
fon; and then he concludes, that thefe fort
of rough medicines are only proper for
ftrong perfons, and fuch as are aftiidted with
cold and chronical diforders.

Much of the fame opinion is Dr. Turner
in his art of furgery, where he fays, If the
bowels are corrupted by the ftagnating fe-
rum; the liver fcirrhous ; the patient ad-
vanced in years, or reduced by a long and
chronical ficknefs; his heat and appetite

and his fpirits not fo much e-
dipfed, as abfolutely exhaufted j the more
you purge with ftrong cathartics, the more
you haften the lick man’s deftrudtion.

Strother fays, that Wallteus and many
others are of opinion, that no fort of purges
do good in an Afcites. If they mean when
the water is extravafated, I entirely agree
with them; for no relief can pofiibly be
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Of gentle
ones.

JjUiubarb.

had in this cafe, but by tapping. Bat if
the water be fuppofed to have didended the
vedels only, this kind of evacuation mud:
be abfolutely necedary. From the hidories
in chap 11. and VI. we may eafily lee, how
vaftly the belly, and all the parts of the
body, may be (welled without a rupture of
any kind of vedels ; fo that we are not im-
mediately, upon light of a dropfical belly,
to conclude that the water is out of the
veflels of circulation, and fo forbear trying
Tough purges and other medicines, though
we may feemingly have but little reafon to
expedt fuccefs from them for many perfons
have been recovered of this difeafe, when
the bed phylicians have pronounced them
incurable.

The ancients generally began the cure of
this diflemper with gentle purges and de-
obflruent medicines, and fo proceeded to
the flronger cathartics. Al. Trailian fays.
It is better to difcharge the water by little
and little, than by being over hafty, to carry
off the patient with the difeafe. J. Feme-
liu$ and P. Fordlus cry up rhubarb, as the
only fpecific purge in a Dropfy, and will
hardly allow of any rougher medicine. Ad.
Occo tell us of a man who was cured of a
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A fpecific
purge,
what.

Dropfy by the conftant ufe of it. He be-
gan with drachms, but rofe by degeees to
ounces and pounds. Many years after, a
fervant cut his throat, but he recovered of
the wound, and imputed it to the great
quantities which he had taken of this me-
dicine (g).

The troches of rhubarb are alfo much
commended by many authors in this didem-
per, particularly by Matt, de Gradi, as is
before obferved.

The ancients made ufe of feveral medi-
cines, both fimple and compound, in this dii-
eafe; which 1 fhall only mention, becaufe
either the things which now go under the
fame name are not what they were in their
time, or elfe by long experience they have
been found, not to anfwer the charader
which they have given them. Such are the
fquama, flos & aerugo aeris, lapis casru-
leus, Armenius, feu lazuli, veratrum al-
bum, See,

Whether it is pofllble there fhould be fuch
a thing as a fpecific purging medicine, we

(s) J- Schenk. Obf. Med. lib. 3. p. 429. This hif-
tory is quoted alfo by Montanus, Crato, and many
other good authors, as a thing whofe truth was not in
the lead to be doubted.
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i. Of ja
Jap.

have already feen at page 196. M. Lifter
however, allows of fix medicines, which
may be called fuch with refpedt to this dif-
eafe; viz. elatorium, fuccus ebuli, fuccus
iridis, bryonia alba, euphorbium, and gutta
gamba. Thefe, he fays, are the only ones
which deferve this name, and that they have
all the properties of a fpecific which he
fays are, ift. To attenuate vifcid humours,
digeft and bring away water, opening the
excretory veflels by its own proper and
moft powerful ftimulus : 2d, to defend the
bowels from inflammation, i. e. to warm
them without inflammation : 3d, toaftringe,
/Lengthen and rcftore them to their former
tone: 4th, to heal ulcers, &c. To thefe
fix I think may be added, jalap, buckthorn,
/purge, and mercury, each of which by ex-
perience have very often been found to be
equally feryiceable, in this difeafe, with any
of thofe before-named.

Of jalap : This root mod powerfully
purges off water, or watry humours. Mr.
Bolduc has proved, that it is better give the
root itfelf, that any preparation of it, though
never fo laborious or artificial. Poor people
generally take as much of it as will lie upon
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a (hilling, mixed with a little ginger in fome
white wine ; Sydenham gives it thus:

R. Rad. jalap, pulv. zz . s . fyrup. de fpim
cerv. sj. vin. alb. fjv. m. f. potio, to be taken
every morning according to theftrength of the
patient. This medicine, with a very fmali
alteration, is the potio purgaps hydropica in
Fuller’s Pharmacopoeia.

About a third part of calomel, mixed with
this root, makes as good a purge, as any the
whole materia medica can poffibly yield.
It works without griping, and, if rightly
proportioned to the flrength of the patient,
will make as good a difebarge as is proper at
one time. We love variety now-a-days in
every thing ; otherwife this mixture would
fupply the place of many more coflly com-
pohtions, and anfwer the end of the pre-
feriber much better, with regard to his pa-
tient’s health and recovery.

The refm and tindure of this root are
the only preparation now in ufe ‘

s the former
is a briik, rough purger, and may be given
from three grains to half a drachm, and
is befl corrected by fait of tartar, fugar, or
the yolk of an egg ; but is feldom given
alone, being chiefly ufed to quicken other
purging medicines. A few grains of fal
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2. Me-
choacan.

fuccini makes the operation of this medicine
much brilker; but it makes it fo very brittle,
as not to be made into pills without difficulty.
The tincture is a better medicine, and much
more frequently prefcribed. Fuller makes it
with tin£t. fal. tartar, and calls it effentia
uterina ; the Scotch with brandy ; and Boer-
haave fays, R. Tindt. jalap & fyrup e fpin.
cerv. Ta Ts- which is an excellent purge in
dropheal cafes.

As jalap is fometimes called black me-
choacan ; fo this plant has frequently the
name of white jalap. Their natures, and
purging qualities are very much alike, only
the latter is fomewhat weaker than the form-
er. Many authors, and efpecially Sennertus,
are very fond of mechoacan in dropfical dif-
orders, and prefer it to jalap ; but as they
are fo very near akin, I dial! only mention
a medicine, which Mr. Boyle fays, is an ad-
mirable one for a Dropfy. Take an ounce
and a half of mechoacan fliced; infufe it
twenty-four hours in a pint of white wine,
and take a glafs of it every morning, for fome
days. If a little muftard-feed is infufed along
with it, the medicine will dill be more
powerful.
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3- Elder.There are two forts of elder ; fambucus,

or the common elder, of which Matthiolus
makes two kinds; and ebulus, or dwarf-
elder; their qualities are pretty much the
fame, and each of them are very often given
with fuccefs in Droplies. Of the former of
thefe, we fometlmes keep a lyrup, and fpirit,
in the (hops; but if we believe Quincy, nei-
ther of them can do much fervice in this
difeafe; for a pint of the juice he fays, may
be taken many days together. Dr. Syden-
ham tells us, and he has authority as well as
experience on his fide, that this plant will
purge both upwards and downwards, as
well as crocus metallorum. He gives thus,
R. Cort. inferior, fambuc. a ligno deraf.
manip.jjj.aq.font. & ladt. vaccia. fej. coq.
ad dimid. One half of this, he fays, fhould
be drank every morning, and the other half
every evening, till the patient recovers. P.
Foreftus (/6) fays, if the bark be plucked
upwards it vomits, but if downwards it
purges. J. Fernelius (/) allures us, contrary
to Matthiolus, and what is here faid, that
this bark loles its purging quality by being
boiled. The juice of the root, or inward
bark, of dwarf-elder may be given to an

(/;) Obf. yj. (i) Meihod. Med, p. 8i8. ;
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4. Gam-
boge.

ounce, or s according to Sennertus. The
feeds or grains of both elders given in pow-
der to >,j. very kindly purge watery humours
byffool, fays Dr. Willis; and Quincy affures
us, that the inward bark of the ebulus is a
powerful diuretic. Mr. Turnefort, in his
Mater. Med. fays, that emulfions made of
elder-feeds purge more powerfully than the
infuiion of them, becaufe the greater part
of the oil is contained therein.

Gamboge, the infpiffated juice of India
fpurge (/£), wonderfully brings away the
waters of dropfical perfons by ftool. It tome-
times vomits, but more feldom if it be given
with aromatics, or be rubbed with fp. falis*
or fp. vitriol. It may be given, according to
Sennertus, to twelve grains. Quincy and
Willis fay, it is bell correded by lixivious
falts, as fait of tartar, &c. and that it may
be given to a fcruple at a dofe. Poor people
take it frequently by itfelf, to $fs or more at
a time, without any preparation or detriment.
Lindanus, and from him Etrnuller, cautions
ns again ft the ufe of it; becaufe it is apt to
inflame the lungs. Hoffman (/) calls it a

moft noxious gum, and ferioufly diffuades

(k) Hoffman Conf. Med. vol. 1. caf. 93.
(l) HofFna, Conf. Med. vol. 2. p. 314.
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Pills

all good men from the ufe of it. I have
very frequently given it, but never found it
diforder the lungs. It is true indeed I have
fometimes obferved, from the ufe of it, a
breaking out upon the fkin in red fpots, like
a rafti, or the fpots in fome kinds of fevers ;

but they always difappeared without farther
detriment. M. Lifter, in order to correct
its roughnefs, roafted and mixed it with fix
times as much fugar, and then made it into
little cakes of a drachm apiece. Sometimes
he diflblved it with the juice of lemons, and
then with fugar made it into cakes as before.
Nothing, however can better correct it than
calomel: with this it may be made as power-
ful, and yet as gentle as you pleafe. This
mixture as it has no tafte, is not only proper
in this cafe, but full as good a medicine
for children as the pulv. cornachini, pulvis
bafilicus, &c. and will much more eafily be
taken by them: but care muft be taken not
to continue the ufe of thefe ftrong medicines
long, if they do not give relief, left we kill
the patient j a cafe that happens too often.

R. Gambog. a gr, 12 ad gr. 16. ol. junip.
gtt 2. mithrid. q f. f. pill, N°. 3. pro i a

,

dofi. Fuller,
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Draught.

Ele&uary.

Draught.

Bolus.

5. Flower
de luce, or
flag.

R. G ambog. gr. 13. vin. alb, cc aq,
cichor. aa |ifs. fyrup de fpin. eery. |fs. m. f.
hauflus. Sydenham.

R. Conf. abflnth. Rom. |jj. gutt. gamb;
5jj. fpec. aromat. rof. ol. n. m. exprefl. da 53.
fyrup rof. fol. |fs . m. f. eled. This is the
cled. hydropicum of Fuller. About 5333. is a
dofe. The author lays, if the conferve of
common wormwood is made ufe of, the
medicine will be exceeding difagreeable to
the palate.

R. Gambog. & crem. tart. pulv. algr. 14*
ol. junip. gu 3, diflfolve diligenter in morta-
rio in vin. alb. |jjj. addendo facch. alb. %\{s
m. This is the hauflus hydragogus of the
fame author, and a good medicine.

R. Gambog. gr. 6. mere. dulc. gr. 15.
conf. violar. 51(3. m. f. bolus. Willis. Or,
R. Gambog. gr. 15, crem. tart. s. fyrup. e

fpin. cerv. q. f. f. bol. This forne commend
as much as Dr. Willis does a folution of it
in the tindure of fait of tartar, which he
fays may be given from fifteen to thirty
drops.

Iris cceleflis, feu noflras, or the common
flower de luce, or flag. Diofcorides, and his
commentator Matthiolus, fpeaks in much
praife of this plant, to which they attribute
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Juice;

as many virtues as any one ufed in the whole
art of phyfic. The former recommends it
more particularly in coughs, the gripes,
watchings, and obftru&ions of the menfes ;

and the latter in theDropfy, ftone, tooth-ach,
and as a moll powerful fternutatory. iFallo*
pius ufed it fuccefsfully in curing a gonor-
rhoea. There are feveral kinds of this plant,
but all of them are pretty much of the fame
nature, for they purge brilkly, and will bring
away watry humours from the fldn, and ex-
treme parts of the body. The juice of the
root may be given to |jj- |jjj* vel |jv. according
to Al. Maffarius; but it is too (harp and hot
to be given alone, for it burns the mouth,
and gives pain, according to Sennertus. It
ought therefore to be given in a proper
vehicle, or mixed with other appropriate
medicines, Etmuller thinks there is fome
fpecific alterative quality with refpeft to this
difeafe contained in its acrid pungent tafte ;

and fays, the root, frefh cut, and infufed in
wine or whey, may be given to 5jjj, and the
clear part of the juice, after it is fettled, may
be given to *V J- or li- but that it lofes its
purging quality when boiled; and J. Fer-
inelius is of the fame opinion.
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Syrnp.

Draught

R. Succ. irid. noflr. aq. cinam. f. S**
mag. gum. de peru. ¥ macerentur in vafe
bene clayf. hor. 24. Colatur, adde facch.
albifT. fei* fpec. diarrhod. abbat. & rhab.
opt. ¥ s - flantal. rub. & rad. anchus aa 5jj*
base in nodulo ligat. decoquantur, & f.
fyrupus, qui cum carioph. cinam. 6c mac.
aa 3J- aromalizetur ut efl artis.

This fyrup is a procefs of A. Mynfincth,
who fays, that in Cachexies and Dropfies of
all kinds it is a glorious cathartic, and of
divine affiilance ; Dropfies having been cured
by it, which would give way to no other
medicine. Dof. I ifs - vel lib twice or thrice a
week.

R. Succ. ebul. |j* fucc. irld. noflr. ¥s-

*• elater. gr. 6. vel m, f. potio. M. Lifter.
3. R. Succ. irid, liii* fyrup. e fpin. cerv. If m.

A. Pitcairn.
3‘ R. Succ. irid. liif mann. calabrin. m.

Al. Mafiar.
4* R. Succ* irid. noftr, |tfs. lii- vel £jjj. vin,

alb. |jjj. fyrup. e fpin. cerv. vel fyrup. rof.
fol. 3vj. ik. f. Hauft.

This medicine I frequently give in Drop*
fies, and have often found relief from it,
when others have failed, both in the Afcites.
and Anafarca.
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6.E!ateil*
um.

Dofe of
medicines
uncertain.

Elaterlum, or the infpiflated juice of the
wild cucumber. This medicine evacuates
the water contained in the cavity of the ab-
domen, more happily than any other. Mefue
gave it from ten grains to twenty-two ; but
its dofe muff not be more than fix grains,
and it fhould be corrected with g. traga-
canth, bdellium, pfyllium, and cinnamon,
according to Seonertus. It flimulates thu
fibres fo powerfully, that it often brings
away blood with the humours. The dofe
is from three to fifteen grains ; but it fhould
be correded with aromatics, and other hy~
dragogues, according to Willis. It is the
moft violent of any of the hydragogues, and
fhould not be given to more than four or
five grains ; for few care to trufi; their repu-
tation in its prefcription, unlefs fuch empirics
as have none to lofe, fays Quincy. Phy-
ficians we fee are not agreed about the dofe
of this medicine. It is not long fince a phv-
fician was tried at Venice for ordering a
drachm of it for a woman, and was ac-
quitted (m).

Indeed it is a thing impofiible to fay what
is an exad dofe of this, or any other purging
medicine in all conflitutions. Fallopius faw

(m) AI. Maflarias Op. Med.
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a German eat an ounce of fcammony, with-
out having one motion to dool. I once
gave an ounce of vinum benedidlum to a
woman, and at another time four ounces of
tinedura facra to a man, neither of which
medicines caufed the lead: licknefs or eva-
cution. In the Philofophical Tranfa&ions,
we have an account of one Mrs. Lovelock,
who wanting deep in a fever, took in the
fpace of three days one hundred and two
grains of London laudanum, three drachms
of Venice treacle, and four ounces of diaco-
diura, without caufing the inclination to
red; 5 and yet I knew a gentlewoman, who
lod her life by taking ten grains of pil. mat-
thei in a fit of the gravel, after a lying-in,
by advice of her apothecary. Of what ad-
vantage then can Dr. Cockbourn’s tables be
to mankind, in which he pretends to fix the
dofes of purging and other medicines, to
different ages and conditutions, by numbers,
with the fame certainty and exa&nefs, as if
he was giving an anfwer to a quedion in ab-
dra&ed mathematics ? Maflarias never durd
preferibe more than fix grains of elaterium,
and then always mixed it with more gentle
purges. Yet for all this, Lindanus calls it
a mod noble medicine, and fays, he believes
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that his father and he had cured an hundred
perfons of the Dropfy by this remedy. Heu-
mius is pofitive, the water contained in the
peritonaeum, and abdomen, is only to be
brought away by elaterium and euphorbium;
thefe two medicines doing the fame to the
inteftines, as fternutatories do to the nofe.
Diofcorides affirms, that this medicine forces
ftools without injuring the ftomach : fal
gemm. is its beft corredor. This was the
favourite medicine of M. Lifter, and fre-
quently given by him to ten grains at a time
with fuccefs, when other things had proved
ineffedual in this diftemper.

R. Elater. gr. 3. jalap SJ- fyrup. violar. Jj-
aq. mirab. Ifs - m. This draught brought
away nine quarts of water without much
trouble. M. Lifter.

Draught.’

R. Decod. fen. gercon. liii* /yrup. e fpin. 2,

cerv. 3ifs - fucc. limon. Ifs - elater. gr. 4. m,
M, Lifter.

R. Elater. gr. 4. jalap m. f. pulv. Powdez*.

R. Elater. fal. gem. 5i- miv, cydonior.
q. f, f. bolus. Willis.

Solus.

R. Pill, alophang. elater. s)G* 01. cari-
ophyl. gutt. 3. f. Pill. •Willis.

Pills.

R. Pill. ex duobus B3- elater.gr. 2. f. pill. 2 «

N°. 3. Sydenham.
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f. Eu-

S, Buck-
thorn.

Fallopius [ri) had a particular way of
ing this medicine to make Bath waters
If they did not pafs the firft or fecond day,
he gave pill of euphorbium j if that did not
anfwer then, R. Pill aloephang. B>j. elater.
gr. 2. m, f. pill. i. hor. i. ante coenam fu-
mend. and this he fays, always had the de-
fired effed,

Euphorbium. The antients made great
ufe of this medicine as an hydragogue ; but
what we have now-a-days is fo very violent
in its operation, that it brings away the
mucus of the bowels, and very often blood,
though it be given in a fmall dofe j fo that
Etmuller, with good reafon,thinks what now
goes under this name, is not the fame medi-
cine as was ofed formerly. We never give
it inwardly, unlefs it be calcined ; when it
becomes a moil powerful fudorific, as I have
found by experience.

Rhamnus. Rhamnus catharticus, fpina
alba, fpina cervina, fpina infedoria, or buck-
thorn. Of this fhrub no part is ufed, except
the berries. From thefe we make a fyrup,
which Fuller calls fyrupus domelHcus, be-
en ufe no family ought to be without it. It
is an uncertain purger, but fometimes brings

(n) Fallop. Op. Med. p. 136, and 271,
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9- Brion^(

■away abundance of water. It does not hurry
the blood, nor make the urine higher colour**
ed, as other ftrong purges do, if we may
believe Dr. Sydenham ; only it very much
increafes the thifft during its operation : but
in fome confutations it will hardly work at
all, fo that it is feldom given alone. This
author having cured one Mrs. Saltmarlh of
a Dropfy with this lyrup, immediately con-
cluded he had found out an univerfal, infal-
lible medicine in this difordeV $ but he foon
found hlmfcif deceived. For in another pa-
tient, trading to this medicine only, he gave
her feverai dofes of it without fuccefs; when
file, finding no relief, difmifled the dodlor,
and was cured by another perfon.

Bryonia alba, or white briony. The
juice of the root of this plant is a very
powerful porger of water, according to Hel-
mont and others, though it is not now fo
much ufed as formerly. Dolasus, Tourne-
fort, &c. have a particular way of gather-
ing it in the fpring, by cutting a hole in the
root of it asit grows, then coveringitupagain,
and fo taking out the juice daily? as it comes,
Etmuller commends the juice thus gathered
in the gout, and fays, it does wonders in
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iso.Spargc

this diforder : and Hartman (a) fays, sVl*5V l* or
vjjj. with one of fp. vitriol, or 01. fulph. per
campan. will keep well, and given by a
fpoonful at a time cures the afthma.

Cataputia, or fpurge. Of this there are
two forts, the major and minor, but both
of them are of fuch a corrofive, cauftic
nature, that it is impoffible for any one to
take the leaves alone, though in fmall quan-
tities ; for they purge mod violently both
upwards and downwards. The feeds are the
only part that can be ufed with fafety, which
being made with almonds into an emulhon,
are the ftrongeft vomit that ought to be
given in a Dropfy, according to Sir Theod.
Mayerne, as we before obferved.

R. Cataput. min. aloes fuccotrin. gift,
balfam. tolut. 3ii- cum fpir. vitriol. gu

, 15,
Vd 20. f. pillulae ; dof. a gr. 12. ad. 25.

Thefe are the Pillulae Hydropicae in the
Pharmacop. Pauperum, which will, accord-
ing to Mr. Banyer, be found of admirable
uic in Dropfies, efpecially in a robuft con-
iatution, where few things are to be found
itrong enough to conquer the diforder.

(#) Pracl, Chymiftr, p. ss,
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1 1. Mer-
cury.

Beftdes the foregoing vegetables, fomC
others are recommended by authors, which
being now feldom or never called for, I ftiall
only give you the trouble of reading their
names, viz, foldanella, mezereum, feu lau-
reola, of which there are three forts, daph-
noides, thymatea, & chamaslasa, tithyma-
lus, feu efula major & minor, elleborus
albus, &c.

Argentum vivum, quickftlver, or mercury.
There are feveral preparations of this mineral,
which are much commended by chemifts in
this difeafe. Such are mercurius vitae, arca-
num corallinum, turpethum minerale, her-
cules bovii, &c. but they are all of them
exceeding rough medicines, and ought not
therefore to be adminiftered, except it be by
a ikilful hand, and with great caution ; for
they ftimulate the bowels moft powerfully,
and occafion vomiting by convulftng the
ftomach. However there is one preparation
of mercury, which is of a more gentle na-
ture, which M. Lifter calls a divine remedy,
and than which there is not in (p) all the
Materia Medica any thing more powerful
in attenuating vifcid ftzy humours, removing
©bftrudlions of all kinds, abating fwellings

{p) See River. Op. Med. Obf. 3. Cent. 4,
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Calomel.

12. Silver.

in every part of the body. See, This is mer-
curias dulcis, aquila alba, cseleftis, or calo-
mel ; which was fird introduced into practice
by Sir Theod. Mayerne, and works by
vomit, dool, urine, fweat, or fpittle, ac-
cording to the dofe, age, conditution of the
patient, &c. In all chronical diforders, and
in fevers likewife, this medicine does won-
ders, infomuch that few of them are to be
cured without fome of this at the beginning,
at lead; not fo quickly and fafely. In the
Dropfy (y), at the beginning efpecially, fome
look upon it as a fpecific ; and I myfelf have
often known it give relief, even beyond my
expectation. But why do I go about to
recommend a medicine fo well known to
every dcilful praClitioner ; and which experi-
ence has taught us, may with fafety be
given to fucking children, as well as to
thofe of the dronged conditutions, with
equal fuccefs ?

Luna, argentum, or filver. Dr. Bates, in
his Pharmacopoeia, recommends two or three
preparations of this mineral in dropfical dif-
orders, viz. Luna potabilis, vitriolum, feu
chryftallum lunae, & magifterium luna?.
From the laft of thefe the pillulae lunares oF

{q) See Doringiqs’s Epiftle to Fab. Hildanus, Op. 897.
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Com-
pound
medi-
cines#

Dr. Willis are compofed. Thefe pills are
mightily cried up by Mr. Boyle and Et-
muiier, as a great fpeciiic in this difeafe.
The recipe for thefe pills may be had in any
of thefe three authors, fo that I (hall not
tranfcribe it hither.

The lunar chrydals being prepared with
nitre, require great exactnefs in the operation.
When made as they fhould be, they will
purge dropdcal perfons without griping pains,
and kill all forts of worms ; but, for fear of
their too cauftic nature, they fhould be ufed
with caution, being apt to corrode and de-
flroy the appetite, for which the rhob. juni-
per! is a certain cure (r).

From the foregoing Gmples, and thofe
that are hereafter to be mentioned under the
feveral heads of diuretics, fadorifics, &c,
many pompous forms of medicines have been
formerly, and may ftill be compofed, accord-
ing to the ingenuity of the phyfician, the
circumftances of the patient, &c. The forms
of feme of thofe, which have flood the tell'
of experience, I fhall here give my reader
from feveral authors.

(r) Ecerhaav. Chem. vol. 2. ProceP-
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Pills. R. Aloes opt. gutt. gamb. PP . 3irs-

diagrid. 5h g. ammon. 3 ifs * tart, vitriolat.
m. f. malT. pillular. dof. a^r s . ad 5^

R. Aloes fuccotr. sj]j* g. ammon. cum
aceto fcillit. depurat. 3 ifs- tart, vitriolat. 3fs-
f. f. a maff. pill. dof. ad 5>

The latter of thefe are called pillulae tar-
tareas, by Schroder, Bate, Quincy, the
London and Edenburgh Difpenfatories, and
take their name from the laft ingredient,
of which there is only one grain in half a
drachm, which is a common dofe. Schroder
and others from him fay, they were the prc-
fcription of one Dr. Bont, who was phy-
fician to one of the princes of Orange ; and
that the Dutch had them fo much in efteem,
that they thought it a fin to make them pub-
lick, The fame author fays, they had two
forts of them, one being thofe here mention-
ed, and an extract of rhubarb was mixed
with the other, on which account they had
principally a regard to the liver ; as alfo that
one Peter de Spina made an addition of
of ftyrax to this mafs, and fo they were fa-
mous in his country. The quantity of the
feveral ingredients continued the fame in all
authors where I have found them, till the
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Edenburgh Difpenfatory reduced the g. ara-
mon to one half, or fix drachms.

R. Rhei. gutt. gamb. fcammon relin. 2;

jalap. & calomel, aa gfs. g. ammon. fucc.
irid. nofir. folut. sjjj* tart, vitriol. 5l)« maf-
tick. 5h croc. $h fpir, terebinth. glt

. 40.
cum f. q. lyrup. e fpin. cervin. f. malT.
pillul. dof. ab 5&. ad 5j- fortioribus.

This is from Bate, and a better compo-
fition need not be made by any author.

R. Refin, jalap. sjj* tart, vitriol. si* ex-
trad. rhubarb. sli* efulse o ifs * rad. galang.
min. Sh conf. flor. iridis noftr. cum f. q.
lyrup. e floribus perficar. f. eled. dof. a
ad si fs* vel sii* Willis.

Electuary*

R, Rhad. ebuli, irid. noftr. Sa fi fs * fol.
foldan. & mj. rad. afari&cucum.
afinin. sjj- rad. galang. min. 5V> jalap,
feled. elater. 5 jib cubeb. sli* incifis &

contuf. aftunde fp. vin. tenuior. tartaris ifejjj-

digerantur claufo in furno arens per 2 dies,
F. colatura clara, quae per fubfidentiam de-
purata detur a cochlear. 2. vel 3. cum vehi-
culo idoneo. Willis.

Tin£lwro

■jR. Cort. ebuli, rad. 11 id. florent. an Sii-
cort. intern, alni nigr. baccifer. ficcat.
rad. enula? camp. & fcill. bacc. junip.

sii f»- rad. jalap, Jfo helleb, nigr. sJi* fol.

Wine, u
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Of G!)T-
tcrs.

fennas 3li* fa!, abfinth. £J V * vin. alb. feF- dn
gerantur frigide per aliquot dies, dein dltrc-
tur liquor.

z. R. Rad. irid. fiorent. ?!]• enul. fcill. aa
cort. fambuc. & ebuli, ?j* cort. win-

ter. sjj- fenns 3li • helleb. nigo agaric. &

jalap. 3jj- vin. alb. ifejv. infund, frigide.
Thefe two wines are both in Dr. Fuller’s

Pharmac. Extemp, under, the names of vina
hydropica. The former, he fays, is an ex-
cellent medicine for a Droply ; and the latter
he calls a mod. excellent one, having been
tried a thoufand times with fuccefs. The
dofe of each is IF* in a morning fading.

O O

Experience has taught us, that glyfters
are often ferviceable in the cure of a Dropfy.
They do not caufe fo much diforder inus
as medicines taken by the mouth. The
belly never fwells after the ufeof them, and
they frequently bring away great quantities
of water both by flool and urine (j). Era-
fiftratus ordered fimple glyflers in this dif-
order, or fuch as did not contain any thing
fharp, or {Emulating 3 but with what fuccefs
C. Aarelianus does not inform us.

(T Fabr. Hildanus fays, above thirty pound of clear
phlegm was brought from a lady in twenty days by
glyders only, Op. p. 988.
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A glyfter, whofe principal ingredient was

the cortex ebuli, brought three quarts of
water in twelve hours time, from a young
gentleman who was ill of an adhma, heClic,
Afcites and Anafarca (/).

R. Urinae fani hominis, & vinum bibcntis
terebinth, venet. vitell. ovi. folut,

fal. prunell. sifSi f. enema.
This Dr. Willis approves of bell, and

orders it to be repeated every day, but others
make ufe of more powerful ingredients.

R. Urina: human, matutin. I vjjj- vin. be-
nedict. Ijjj* gutt. gamb. vin. hifpan. folut.

• terebinth, venet. vitell. ovi folut. svi. 01.
fadafraf. Its. m. f. enema.

This is the enema hydropicum in Bates,
and is a prefeription of Sir Theod.Mayerne.

R. Flor. genill. & fambuc. 77 m. i, fern,
cymini, & carui 77 3 fs - coq. in feri laClis

colatune adde vini benedidl. lib 01.
colocynth. & 01. cymin. 77 • vitell. ovi
N°. i. m. f. enema. Biblioth. Anatom.

R. Pulp, colocynth. infunde per noClem
in vin. alb. fjjj-colaturasadde decoCl, inteftin.
nervecis fej- olei com. §ii- fal. petrse fufi li*
aceti fort, cochclear. f. m. f, enema. Ri-
verius.

(*} S, Dwight de Hydrops,
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Urine,
how much

In giving glyfters in this difordcr, Paulus*
iEgineta fays. If the belly be loofe, we
ought to make ufe of drying ingredients ;

but if the patient be coflive, the medicines
Ihould be brifk and adlive.

SECT. V. Of Diuretics *

Oar urine, according to Hippocrates, Dr.
Keil, and others, fhould daily equal, or at
leaft come near to, the quantity of liquids
■which we drink. If a man in this climate
cats and drinks about fourpounds and a half,
or fcventy-four ounces, in twenty-four hours,
five ounces of this will pafs offby ftool, ac-
cording to the latter of thefe authors thirty-
one by infenfible perfpiration, and about
thirty-eight by urine. From hence it is ap-
parent how neceffary it muft be, both in pre-
venting and curing aDropfy, in this nation*
to keep open the urinary paffages, fince they
are fo abiolutely neceffary in carrying off the
ingefta. I faid, in this nation, becaufe Sanc-
torius found that, in Italy, this evacuation
was not near fo great as Dr. Keil obferved
it, by the fame method, to be in England ;

and perhaps even here it may not exadly b©
the fame, in both parts of Great
nor in two experimenters whofe confutations*



of D R O P S Y.

Two forts;

It is great odds differ much from one ano-
ther.

It was for a long time a queftion in phyfic,
whether there was not fome other pafiage for
the urine than that by the ureters into the
bladder. Mr. Morin (u) affirms pofitively
for reafons there given, that the urine con-
fifts of two forts: ifi, That which paffes
immediately through the pores of the coats

of the ftomach and bladder 5 and 2d, That
which by the circulation of the blood goes
into the ureters, and fo to the bladder.
This Mr.Morgan, in his Philofoph. PrincipL
prop. 12. takes for a truth fufficiently de-
monftrated, and therefore divides the urine
into two forts, which he calls the firft and
fecond urines j but many perfons require
better proof of this matter; fince thofe
pores of the ftomach and bladder are not to
be difcovered by the heft glades ; fince both
of them hold water and air, when taken out
of the body; and fince the bladder and
ftomach are not contiguous, when in their
natural fituation; fo that ii we fuppofe a
vapour to pafs through the pores of the
ftomach, it mu.fl fir ft fall into the cavity#
of the abdomen, before it could get into

(u) Philof. Tranf. abr, vol. 4. part 2. p. 77,
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Glyftcrs
come a-
way bv
the blad-
der, of
urine.

the bladder, where it mull be condenfed;
nor could it pafs into the bladder, unlefs
we fuppofe the pores of it to be larger than
thofe of the flomach (which does not yet
appear.)

That there is fometimes an immediate
communication betwixt the lower part of
the guts and the bladder, is a thing that
will admit of no difpute. A gentleman at
Rome fxjhad often glyders of warm water

given him, which always came entirely
away by the bladder, not fo much as a drop
coming by the anus. Benevenius (yj tells
us, that a boy of twelve years of age had
a fuppreffion of urine for feven days, and
that it came away at length by the anus,
and fo he recovered. A man of fifty, much
fubjedt to the done, in a fit of it had aglyf-
ter given him, of broth and oil of fweet
almonds, which flayed with him fix hours,
and then came all away by urine, the oil
fwirnming on the top of it (z). The fame
happened lately to a young lady, who had
fuch a glyfter given her for the cholic.

(x) Bag Hr. Med. Prav. p. 133. (y) De Abdit.
Morbor. Cauus, cap* 7. (*; Bagliv, Opufcu!. 9*l,
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Rabr. Hildanus (a) gives a hitiory of t

poor woman, who by a fall from a treO
bruited the pudenda, and, for want of proper
affiilance, had both the meatus urinarius,
& labia vulvs clofed up; fd that all her
urine was difcharged by the anus, during the
remainder of her life, which was many
years : and alfo of an old man, who having
a fcirrhus about the fphinder veiled, mads
water condantly by the amis.

However this be, it is certain there are
no medicines, that will immediately force
the urine, though fome, as afparagus and
turpentine, will in a very thort fpace of
timej give a feent to it. As then diuretics
mix with and undergo the circulation of
the blood, they mud ad upon all the other
parts of the body, as well as the urinary
paffages ; and confequently, mud be very
uncertain in producing the effed, for which
they were given. They alfo, in weak and
Worn-out conditutlons, are apt to work im-
mediately upon the nrd pafiages, without
going ariy farther. I have known a few
grains of fal fuccini, millepedes, fal pruned.
&c. given to a dropfical perfon, which have
pafTed off by dool, and have not at all

{d) Obf. 47. Cent. 5.
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Dieuretics
"he only

dra-
g ■ • ■ ues.

Of differ-
{.nt forts.

afledled the urine. Could a remedy be found
cut, which would immediately, and with
certainty, open the obflruded ureters, not
only the Dropfy, but many other difeaies,
which daily deilroy mankind, might eaiily
be fubdued, which now-a-days hardly admit
of any cure.

Etmulier (h) aflures us, that after uni-
verfals, diuretics are the only medicines to
be infilled upon in the cure of a Dropfy,
they being the true hydragogues j but that,
by an unfcafonable ufe of them, the flux of

: urine will rather be hindered than pro-
moted. It is a common thing in authors to
cry up this or that kind of diuretic, as the
bed in the world, according as it happens
to fall in with their hypothecs, or particular
wav of thinking. But whoever deligns to

j o o

adminifler thefe forts of medicines, fhould
not be influenced by the bare aidertion of
this or that man, let his name and reputa-
tion be ever fo great. The patients confti-
tution and way of living, the caufe of the
diforder, and the like, are the only true
flats for the phyfican to freer his courfe by.
iS For thofe who have indulged a method of
“ hot intemperance, till they have over-

(h) Op. Med. vol. I, p. 2.99



cf DROPSY.

i. Salt.

“ raifed and heated the blood, and contracted
<( a flatulent digeftion, the beft diuretics are
“ fpring°water, green-tea, milk and water,
“ and emulflons of all kinds. In cold, low,
te and languid confutations, where the fe-
“ cretion is leflened from a diminifhed velo-
t( city of the blood, infufions of horfe-radifh,
“ muftard, millepedes, balfam of capivi, and
<{ fuch warm Simulating diuretics, mixed
“ with diluters, willbemoft effectual. When
“ the urinary glands are very much fluffed
“ and loaded with gravel, or any fabulous
“ matter, which cannot be thrown off by
ct the common diuretics, recourfe mufl be

had to cantharides. If the urinary glands
te and paffages are fcorbutically affeCted,
“ dilacerated and corroded, the curative
“ intentions cannot be obtained without
<£ mercurials ” (c).

Common fait, or that made of fsa~water
by the fun’s exhalation, is recommended by
Diofcorides for the cure of dropfcal fwell-
ings 5 who fays, it is relfringent, obftcriiye
and cathartic, than which no medicine can
have better qualities for curing this diforder.
Though fait, applied to the fibres of dead

(c) Morgan’s Philof. Princ. p. 438. Willis de Afcii.
p. 278, &c.
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Spirit ef
fait.

Sp. falls
duicis.

Coagula-
ted.

animals, makes them hard of digelHon, loads
us with an impure chyle, and fo lays a form-
dation for fcorbtnic diforders; yet when fuf-
fpiciently diluted with water, whey, &c. it is
of a very different nature, and is very proper
to waff away fuph kind of obftrudions.

There are feveral preparations of it,
which have done great fervice to mankind,
in tins, and other obdinate diforders. By
diddling it with bricks, fuller’s-earth, to-
bacco-pipes, &c. is produced the common
fpirit of fait. This is a very powerful diu-
retic and deobdruent medicine, abates heat
and third; exceedingly j and may be given
to fixty or feverity drops at a time. From
one part of this, and three of (pints of wine,
is prepared by didillation the fpiritus falls
duicis, of the Edinburgh Difpenfatory. Mr.
Geoffroy fays, that fifteen or twenty drops
of this dulcified fpirit, taken every morning
on an empty domach, in fix ounces of a

decodion of juniper-berries, is an excellent
remedy for a Dropfy. The common fpirit
may eafily be brought into a fplid mafs.
with fait of wormwood, and then it is called
fpiritus falls coagulates. This is a contri-
vance of A. Minlincth ; and indeed the
medicine is much mended by this addition.
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2. Nitre,

It may be given to fifteen grains, in any
proper vehicle ; and is a great deobflruent,
a powerful diuretic, and confequently a good
medicine ; or rather, if we may believe our
author, a fpecific in the Dropfy. Querce-
tan has another fpir. falls coagulatus, with-
out fait of wormwood, which is good for
the fame purpofes.

Nitre is a kind of fait, which arifes out
of the earth, in many places ; whence it was
called fal petns, and by us, fait petre. The
antients made great ufe of it, for the relief
of the fick, and preferving the bodies of the
dead. They alfo ufed it in cookery ; to clean
their cloaths ; and had it from feveral places,
as Armenia, Lydia, Buna, Chala/lra, Thrace
and Egypt : they likewise had feveral names
for it, *irgoy halmariga, or
fpuma nitri,capiflrum,& operithantum nitri.
Bellonius, Geoffroy, and others, are of opi-
nion, that the antient nitre was not the fame
as ours ; but Cafimire, Cardan, Clark, and
others, are of a different one. Nitre has all
the properties of fait, and fome more. Sir
Theod. Mayerne prefers it to all other dieu-
retics in the cure of a Dropfy, becaufe it
cools and allays third. Dr. Rawley, in his
life of Francis Lord Verulam, tells us, he
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Sal pru-
ndl-e.

Sal poly-
chrelluxn.

Sp. nitri
duicis.

took three grains of it every morning ia
warm, broth, for the lad: thirty years of his
life, which was thought to contribute much
to his health. Some phyficians cry up nitre,
as a fpecific in Dropfies ; the Monks mix it
with a fourth part of crocus martis, and
give it to fixtcen grains, four times a day*
they alfo dilfclve a drachm in a quart of the
patient’s common drink, to be drank in a
day’s times and Mr. Geoffrey lays, this
method has often iucceeded.

We have three or four preparations of
nitre, which all partake of the cooling,
obftruent nature, of that excellent fimple.
The London Difpenfatory orders the lapis
or fal prunellas to be made of one pound of
pure nitre, and two ounces of the dowers of
brimftone; that of Edinburgh puts but
half an ounce of the latter, to a pound of
the former ; and Dr. Boerhaave, proc. 133*
fill! leffens- the quantity; for to |j v. of nitre,
he puts only 9J- with good reafon.

The fal polychreftum, of the Scotch DID
penfatory, is made from equal quantities of
the two foregoing limples; and the fpiritus
nitri duicis, is prepared after the fame manner
as the fpiritus falls duicis. That excellent
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3. Vola-
tile faks.

4. Lixivi-
ous faks.

All alike.

chemift, Joh. Rudolph. Glauber, found out
the art of making both.

The pulvis pyrius, or gunpowder, is made
of nitre, fulphur and charcoal. This is an
excellent medicine in many cafes, it being
of a very powerful deobdruent and diuretic
nature. In contufions after bleeding, it is
of far greater fervice than many which are
made ufe of upon that occafion. It is now
coming much into practice, and has fre-
quently been given with fuccefs in Dropfes,
to half an ounce for a dofe, twice a day, in
white wine, or the infuf. amar. by fome of
the bed: phydeians of our nation.

According to Etmuller, the bed diuretics
in this dilbrdcr are volatile falts, fuch as are
had from urine, worms, toads, &c. Syden-
ham and Willis are entirely for lixivious
falts; nor does it matter from what fort of
vegetables they are prepared. Broom and
wormwood are two very common plants
with us, and for that reafon, I believe, they
are moil commonly ufed in this didemper.

Thefe lixivious or alkaline falts are pro-
duced from mod; kind of vegetables, by cryf-
talization after calcination. Nothing of an
alkaline nature is to be obtained from any
of them, any other way than by fire. This,
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according to its different degrees, makes
fome of thole falts more pungent, adive,
and fiery than others ; which is all the fen-
fible difference to be obferved in them. The
fame thing happens to fait of tartar, as to
thole produced from different plants; for
this will be more or lefs alkaline, accord-
ing to the intenfenefs of the fire which pro-
duced it. Hence, I think, we may fafely
conclude, that all thefe alkaline falts are of
the fame nature, and retain nothing of the
qualities of their feveral plants. Fran.
Redi (d) fays, that two drachms and a half
of any of thefe kinds of falts, will purge as
gently as lenitive eleduary : and that he had
tried the experiment a hundred times, with
falts made of rhubarb, fenna, agaric, jalap,
mechoacan, &c. plantain, Cyprus, lentifcus,
cork, mandragora, vipers, &c. that he could
never find any difference in any of them,
except in the figure of them, which, how-
ever docs not alter their purging quality.
Hence, according to the dodrine laid down
page 136, fince fo fmall a quantity of them
will purge, a fifth or fixth part muff; prove
diuretic, or otherwife deobffruent j and ex-
perience fhews us, they are fo in fevers.

(d) Exper. Natural, p. 231.
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Salt of
tartar.

Its tinc-
ture.

jaundice, Dropfy, aftthma, and all chronical
as well as acute diforders. Thole however,
that require farther fatisfadion in this point,
may find it as in the margin [e).

The chemifts now-a-days make fait of
tartar, with a fmall difference of manage-
ment, ferve for the lixivious falts of al|
plants ; and indeed, I believe, it will do as
well as any other in all cafes, and in feme
I have made the experiment. I fincerely
wifb, they endeavoured to put no greater
cheat than this upon mankind ; but alas!
at prefent, we find but too many complaints
cf this nature in medicines of the greatefl
efficacy.

There is kept in the fhops a tindure,
made of fait of tartar, and fpirits of wine,
which is a great deobflruent, ads power-
fully by urine, will encourage fweats; and
is therefore good, not only in a Dropfy,
but in the jaundice, green-ficknefs, rheu-
matifm, fcurvy, and all other fuch kinds
of illnefs, which arife from obhrudions of
the glands and lymphatics. It may fafely
be taken to one hundred drops or more at a
time in white wine, or any other proper

(e) Philof. Tranf. abr. vol. 3. p. 331. Boerhaavc’s
Chem. vol. 2. Quincy’s Pharmac. p. 321, &c.
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Draught.

Wine, i.

2.

vehicle. There are feveral other preparations
of tartar, which are powerful deobftruents,
remove obffrudions, allay heat and third:,
provoke urine, &c. fuch are tartarus vitrio-
latus neutralis, tartarus regeneratus, feu terra
foliata tartari, fait of tartar with /acetum
diffillatum, &c.

R. Aq. taenic. d. zyy. tindl. fal. tart, ex fp.
vin. sjj. vel Bjjj. fyrup, e. 5. rad. aper. |j. m. f.
haufl.

Boerhaave fays, that if this tindure be
given thus, every morning faffing, for three
or four days together, and repeated again at
proper difcances of time, it will do more
than almoff any other medicine in the fore-
going diforders.

R. Ciner. genif. 3fei* fol. abfynth. vulg.
pug. i vel 2 vin. Rhen. ifejv. infund, frigid,
liquor, per filtrat. colat. *j v . dentur mane,
hor. 5a

. pomerid. & fero ufque dum tumor
evanuerit. Sydenham.

With this remedy only, this author tells
us, he had feen many perfons cured of
Dropfies, who could not bear purging, and
fo were looked on as paff remedy.

R. Vin. alb. tbjj. fal. abfynih. 5jj. m. dof.
|jv. vel |vj. bis in die. This is Fuller’s vinum
diureticum, which is made with little trouble.
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3°

Bolus.

and will anfwer all the intentions of the
foregoing.

R. Ciner. genift. abfynth. vel farment.
vitis ad abbed. calcinat. & eribrat, %]v. ponant..
in lagen. vitrea. cum vin. abb. fejj. digerant.
claufe & calide per 3 vel 4 hor. dein colet.
dof. vel |vjjj. bis in die.

This medicine. Dr. Willis fays, has
brought away a gallon and a half of urine
in a day and a night, and that the patient
has recovered in a Ihort time, to a miracle.

Dr. Fuller has two medicines, the lixi-
vium de cake, and the lixivium hydropi-
cum 3 and Dr. Bates one, the vinum lixivio-
fum 3 all which are founded upon the fame
principles, and are admirably good medi-
cines in this diforder. The method of
taking them is the fame as the foregoing,
in a great meafure, and may be feen in the
authors them (elves.

Fabr. Hildanus ufed to give a fcruple or
two of the faecul. rad. ari, & crem. or fal.
tart, together, in dropfical diforders, with
fuccefs. This medicine may be taken, either
in broth or white wine, is not ungrateful
to the palate, and is very powerful in re-
moving obftruftions.
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Green-

tea.

6. Black
hellebore.

An infudon of green-tea in Reniffi wine1,
is not only a good diuretic and ffomachic>
but it increafes the celerity of the blood's
motion, and at the fame time abates the
thirff, as we before obferved (f) j whereas
all other bitters are apt to increafe it.

Black hellebore, when given in a mode-
rate dofe,is fo far from being a violent purger,
that it very often does not purge at all; and
though it fometimes occalions vomiting* yet
frequently it does not fo much as offend the
ffomach. Avicenna fays, it provokes urine
and the menfes. “ The latter of thefe
“ qualities is fufficiently known ; and, in
“ Dropfies, I have feen more wonderful
*e effects from it, than from any other diu-
“ retie ; but it will not always equally work
“ wonders. This difference in its operation
“ arifes, I fuppofe, from the nature of the
“ diffemper, a very dangerous one in
“ (fometimes abfolutely incurable) (g), and
et various as to admitting this or that fort of
“ cure. For there are cafes of this kind, (as
“ may be feen in the hiffories above,) which
“ feem in every refped: the fame, but will not
“ yield to the fame method of cure ; though

no reafon perhaps (except the part, where

(f) P* 134- U) p - 6S«
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Napellus
fometimes
miftaken
for it.

€t it takes its beginning, which fometimes is
« not to be difcovered till the patient dies)
“ can be given why they Ihould not {h)”

There are feveral preparations of this mod;
excellent plant to be met with in our dif-
penfatories. There is apozema helleboratum,
tindtura melampodii, (which is left out of
Dr. Fuller’s edition of this author,) and vi-
num helleboratum in Dr. Bates’s Pharma-
cop. There is a tindtura hellebori nigri, in
Quincy, made with white wine; the tindtura
emmenagoga in the Pharrnac. Pauper, made
with redtided fpirits of wine; and another
tindtura helleb. nigr. in the Edinburgh Dif-
penfatory, made from Spanilh wine. Dr.
Willis has alio an extradtum hellebori nigri.
AH thefe are admirable medicines in a fup-
predion of the menfes, Dropfies, melan-
choly, &c. The ways of preparing them,
and the method of riling them, may be feen
in the authors here quoted, but this plant
anfwers our expedtation no how better, than
in an infulion with other medicines accord-
ing to the intention of the phylician.

Fabr. Hildanus, in the general preface to
his works, tells us of a woman that was
killed by taking half a fcruple of the extradl

(£) Dr, Friend’s Hid. ofPhyf, vol. 2. p. 105.
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7. Caffia.

of black hellebore, which he thinks was
owing to a mi flake of the apothecary, who
made the of the root of napellas inflead of
hellebore, which is a deadly poifon, very
like hellebore to the eye, and therefore
ought carefully to be diftinguifhed from it;
for hellebore, he fays, is a fafe medicine 5
that he himfelf had taken it with fuccefs
for an ague; and had cured an epilepfy by
it. A good caution this, both for phyficians
and apothecaries, efpecially the latter; finee
the making up of all medicines is now en-

trufled to their care, without the infpeftion
of the phyfician.

Matthiolus and Hildanus fay, this root is
fo very powerful in the cure of quartan agues,
that they do not remember one perfon in this
cafe who did not take it with fuccefs.

Moil other purging medicines, as well as
hellebore, will now and then occalion large
fluxes of urine. A perfon, who was ill of a
fever, had an ounce of caffia given him by
his phyfician ; but this not working with
him, it was repeated till he bad taken two
ounces and a half. He then fell into a
violent flux of urine, which continued
upon him three days, and was fo fliarp,
that every time he made water, he thought
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8. Toads,;

9. Can-
tharides.

A red-hot iron had been run up the
iirethra (/).

Dr. Bates from Marcellas Donatus [k)
fays, calcined toads, or what he calls pulvis
icthiopicus, given to a drachm at a time*
has fometimeS been of admirable fervice in
a Dropfy ; but though I have often made
ufe of it, I never was fo happy as to find
any good effect from it*

Cantharides are one of the mofl powerful
ftimulating diuretics in the worfd*. Hippo-
crate's gave them inwardly three at a time,
the head, feet, and wings being plucked off,
and mixed with three glaffes of water* From
his time, till Groenvell wrote about the
way of giving them inwardly, few phyficiariS
made ufe of them, except in railing bf blif-
ters. Thefe adt fo violently upon the urinary
paffages, as often to bring away blood',
when only applied to theikin j fo that great
care ought to be ufed when we give them
inwardly. Mr. Morgan affures us, that
cantharides given in frriall quantities, not
exceeding five grains, and well diluted with
any thin, foft, milky liquor, is beyond

(1) Fabr. HilJ. de Llthotoni. Vefic. p.
(■£) De Mirab. Hift. Med. p, 696.
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Pills.

Tinfturc.

all difpute, the moft powerful and effectual
diuretic in the worlc^

R. Ted. ovor. calcinat. $f s . camphor.
cantharid. s . terebinth. Yen. q. f. f. pill,
N°. 9. deglutiantur 3 tertiis horis. Thefe
are the fecond pillule diurcticae in Fuller’s
Pharmacopoeia, which may fafely be given,
and are a great and powerful diuretic.

The tindlure of cantharides in our London
Difpenfatory is a good medicine, may fafely
be given in this didemper, and has cured
perfons of a Dropfy, when other medicines
have failed, and the cafe been given over by
good phylicians.

in the year 1735, I cured a poor man of
an Afcites, who had a tumour at the pit of
his ftomach, his navel flatted, and a great
fuppreflion of urine, after he had to no pur-
pofe been frequently purged with calomel,
gutt. gamb. jalap, &c. by only giving him
ibme of the tirufL cantharid. pharmacop.
Edenfls, twice a day, in a difh of camomile-
tea. This tin&uce is more diuretic than
that of the London Difpenfatory.

A gentlewoman fifty-four years of age,
having been long troubled with the flone,
fell into a Dropfy; which being cured, (he

was feized with a fuppreflion of urine for
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io. Soap*

foiir days. On the fifth day, (lie took five
cantharides, or gr. 4* with as much cam-
phire, and fome cocnferve to make it into
pills. This medicine having no effect, it
Was repeated the next morning* About
noon, the began to make water freely, and
in forty-eight hours difeharged as much as
could have been expetfted from her in the
whole time of her obflrudtion. The opera-
tion was as mild as if die had taken only two
dofes of fal prunella; (/). The fame eftedt
I have found from a like quantity of each.

It is well known, that foap is nothing
elfe but lixivious falts, brought to a con-
liftency by boiling oil along with them, and
fometimes an addition of quick-lime* By
this means, there is formed a kind of uni-
Verfal medicine, which may be given to an
ounce in twenty-four hours* It is when
rightly prepared* according to Boerhaave*
one of the mod pure and excellent medi-
cines we polfefs; the numerous virtues
whereof may eafe the phyfician, who is ac-
quainted with them* of a great load of
fimples of much iefs efficacy. It is aimed
an univerfal deobftruent, and may not only

(/) Philof. Tranf* abr. yol. 4. part 2. p* 216.
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Pills.

Draught.

it.
Woodlice,

be given in a Dropfy, but in almoft all other
diforders.

The elixir fapientum, Helmont’s foap,
the fapo tartari, or philofophorum of Starkey,
and corrector of Mr. Matthew, are nothing
elfe but alkalious falls incorporated with oil,
but are all great decbftruents, provoke fweat
and urine, and fo carry off the morbific mat-
ter of the moft inveterate chronical diforders.
The foaps of Venice, Caflile, and that made
in our own country, daily give relief in
cafes of gravel, (lone, jaundice, Dropfy,
as is well known to every practitioner.

R. Sapon. Yen. 5jj. ol. aniii gu
. 8. contu-

dendo f. pill. N°. 24 pro 4 dolibus. Thefe
are the pill, fmegmaticae of Dr. Fuller, and
the pill, diuretics of the Pharmacop. Pau-
perism.

R. Sapon. Yen. raf. a gjj. ad v. coq, in
jadt. |jv. ad |vj. adde facch. alb. 5jjj. cola ;

detur mane & hor. 4*. pomerid. This is
the hand, fapon. of Dr. Fuller, which he
takes from Barbette;

Millepedes, or woodlice, are a medicine
fo well known, that people entirely ignorant
of phyfic conftantly take them for jaundice,
fcrophulous tumours, inflammations of the

A

eyes, Rc. They are a mcfl admirable me-
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Expreuion

12. Sul*
pKur.

Its Gas.

dicine, but rather act as an alterative than
a diuretic, in many confutations. No pre-
paration of them can pofiibly mend them,
being beft taken whole 5 but for fuch as
cannot fwallow them after this manner, the
exprefllon in Dr. Fuller’s Pharmac. and the
vinum millepedatum in the Edinburgh Dif-
penfatory, are very well contrived.

Ki. Milleped. viv. & facch. alb. H |jjj.
iimul contufls affu-ndatur vin. alb. jfej. probe
mifeeantur in mortario, & liquor expreflione
coletur. Dofls gjjj. flngulis auroris vel faepius.

Sulphur contains in itfelf an acid, which
adts vigoroufly upon the fluids of a human
body. All the preparations of it partake of
this quality more or leis, and by this means
attenuate vifcid and fizy humours, and fit
them to pafs off by every gland, but efpeci-
ally the kidneys. The gas fulphuris in our
College Difpenfatory is a medicine very
agreeable to the ftomach, is a mild and
gentle but very certain diuretic ; and as it
contains this acid fpirit in a large quantity
of water, but few medicines will exceed it
in allaying thirif, and carrying off by urine
the fuperfluous lymph of dropflcai perfons.
It may very fafely be given to half an ounce
.at a time or more, two or three times a day.
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13. Cap-
per.

Tincture.

This medicine thus taken in a bitter tindlure,
and now and’ then with Piermont waters
and fome old hock, reftored a gentleman
in a fhort time, who was thought to have a
Dropfy in his bread, accompanied with a
dyfpnasa, fwelled legs, thighs and belly,
and alio with a jaundice. He was given
over by his phyficians in the country, but
happily reftored by this gentle method, by
my very good friend Dr. Burton, who is
now, as he well deferves, at the head of his
profeftion, He made ufe of no other medi-
cines, except fome oxymel fcilliticum at a
night.

The antients, as I have before obferved,
'made ufe of feveral preparations from copper
in the cure of this diftemper, which for the
moil part w6re fo rough in their operation,
that few or none of them have been called
for of late years. Frofeflbr Boerhaave ( m)
however diffolves copper in fpirits of fal.
ammoniac, and fo makes a tin&ure of it by
motion only. This he gave in mead to a
dropfical patient with fuccefs. He began
with three drops, and doubled them every
morning for four days ; then he continued
this dole of twenty-four drops a day for

(m) ProcefT. 102,
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14- Ants
eggs*

fome time, till the urine ran from him as
out of a fyphon ; and afterwards, by a good
reftorative drying diet, he was perfectly re-
ftored to health. Upon this fuccefs, as Dr.
Sydenham had done before him with fyrup
of buckthorn, he became proud of having
found out a certain cure for a Dropfy but,
like that honed man, he fairly owns when
he came to try it again it would not anfwer
his expedition ; whereupon he very judly
concludes, that there are feveral kinds of
Dropfies, to be cured by as many different
methods, and that fome of them are abfo-
lutcly incurable.

Ants eggs boiled in butter-milk arc a
great diuretic, fays Sir Theod. Mayerne.

R. Ovor. formicar. cochl. 1, coq. in lade
ebutyrato, exprime&edulcor.pauco faccharo.
Detur mane fuperambulando, hor. 4. Ante
prandium per odiduum.

This medicine Sir Theod. gave to a wo-
man in a Dropfy, which brought a great
deal of wind from her, gave her feveral
motions at fird to make water, ajid at lad
brought from her fuch quantities of urine,
that die often made a whole chamber-pot
full at a time.
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I v Tur-
pentine.

9U-

Fonfeca commends turpentine waftied it*
barley-water, and given to twice a week
for a Dropfy. Cloffeus formed pills of tere-r
binth and vitriol alb, ITa p: x. by incorpora-
ting them together, which may be given to
5jj. for a dofe, and are very diuretic. The
aetherial oil of turpentine is a moil powerful
diuretic. Dr. Cheney will have it to be a
fpecific in the fciatica; but I have given it
in this cafe without fuccefs. One fingle
drop of it, being taken with any other liquid,
will give a fcent to the urine in a quarter of
an hour. A young man by miflrake took a
draught of this oil to quench his thirft. It
threw him into a diabetes and a violent pro-
fuvium feminjs, which left fo great a weak-
nefs in thofe parts, that he felt it all his
life after (;?). Another, from an over dofe
of it fell into a diabetes, and died hydrcpical
in twenty-five days ( o); and a third, from two
drachms of it had a ifrangury, bloody urine,
fever, &c. but was cured by a warm bath
and Dr. Fuller’s emullio arabica (/>)•

If a quantity of turpentine be put into a
clear} clofe vefiel, apd fo diffolved and railed

(n] Boerhaave’s Method of Chem. per Shaw, p. 102-

(a) Qbf. 52. Cent. 5, {p } Med. Eflays Edinl},
yol. 2. p. 48.
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Draught,

16. Cher-
vil.

by fire, there will be produced a clear liquor,
that will readily mix with water, is of a
very acid tade, will as readily as water ex-
tinguifh fire, and is perhaps the mod noble
diuretic in the world (y).

Harman in a fuppreflion of urine
fcribes it thus; R. Vin. canar. |j v.

fucc,
limon. |j. fp. terebinth. 3 j. rn. pro hauft.

Fabr. Hildanus (r), tells us of a noble-
man, who being perfuaded by an emperic,
to take two ounces of fp. terebinth in white
wine, for a pain in his loins and about the
os facrum, was immediately feized with
a violent pain in the kidneys, and in five
hours time had pure blood, and fometimes
blood and urine mixed, begin to come from
him by drops, with violent pain. Thefe
fymptoms continued fome time, though
medicines of all kinds were not wanting;
and the pain of his loins was not removed
till mapy years after. Thus, fays our author,
a fafe medicine may become poifon by an
error in the quantity of the dofe.

The juice of chasrefolium, or chervil, is
one of the greateft diuretics, if given to two
ounces in a morning with white wine for

[q) Ibidem. (r) Boerhaave’s Chemia, vol. 1,

p. 254, Fabr. Hild.de Hydra, cap. 8.
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Onions,
leeks, and
garlick,
&c.

many days together. The juice of onions,
both common, and called fquills,
leeks and garlic, taken after the fame manner,
will fometimes do admirable fervice. The
juice of feveral other herbs, as brook-lime,
plantain, &c. depurated, and taken to |jjj.
twice a day in white wine, provoke urine,
and infenfibly confume the water ofaDropfv,
fays Sir Theod. Mayrne from Johannes
Anglus. This author, who is alfo called
John de Gadefden, lived in Edward the
Third’s time, about the beginning of the
fourteenth century; but as his character is
already drawn up by Dr. Friend (x), I (hall
only give you his method of preparing and
giving thefejuices, fince he is the firfi; who
mentions this method of cure. In a Dropfy
from a hot caufe, fays he, take the juice of
plantain and liverwort, and fill an
pot with them almofl to the top; cover it
with a thin fkin or bladder, and tye it clofe;
then place it in an oven after the bread is
drawn, laying the aihes all round and on
the ton of it. When it has been boiled

i.

thus, let the drained liquor be fweetened
with fugar, and fome of it be drank night
and morning. He fays, he cured a phyfician

(s) Hid. ofPhyf. vol. 2. p. 277.
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Of a Dropfy, by making him drink nothing
elfe but this juice with fome fpikcnard for
three days together, and holding fome fugar-
candy in his mouth (/). Since his time.
Dr. Willis gave thefe juices after the follow-
ing manner.

R. Folior. plantag. virent. m. jv. hepatica?,
becabungre & rn. jj. fimul contufis afFunde
aq. raphan. comp, ftfs, f. expreflio fortis.
Dof. |jjj. ter in die.

R. Rad. fcenic. herb, apii ruftic. eupator.
petrofelin. Macedon. & hepaticce m. i,

pfeudo-mafcul. m. jj. vin. alb. fc* 8. f.
infuf. calid. in vafe bene claufo donee evapo-
j-entur fcjjj. colatura fervetur pro ufu.

One Peter Lowe, a Scotfman, publifhed
atreatife of Surgery, A.D. 1612, wherein he
fays, that during the feige of Paris he cured
many perfons of the Dropfy by the forego-
ing medicine, which he procured of a Turk
that belonged to the Spanifh general : he
fays, this wine fhould be drank as common
drink ; and that after three days a flux of
urine will come on, which will continue
fifteen or twenty days, in which time the
patient will recover. During, this courfe.

(/} Rofa Anglica, p. 33, 2.
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17. Far
reira bra-

the party mud be kept warm, and eat only
meat that is roafted and of cafy digeftion.

There are feveral other Englidi plants
mentioned by authors, which are faid to
provoke urine ; but none of them come up
to thofe already mentioned. Their names
however are afparagus, petrofelinum, funi-
culus duleis, fefcla, daucus, radix vinco-
toxici, pimpinellae, valerianas, femen hype-
rici, alkekengi ; the ingredients for the
fyrup of marfhmallows, which is better in
decodlion than in a iyrup, as Quincy well
obferves, &c.

At the beginning of this century («), the
Portuguefe imported from Brafil a root, to
which they gave the name of pareira brava
or wild vine: it is pretty large, not much
unlike to that of white briony ; and is of a
bitter aromatic tafte, It is a great vulnerary
and diuretic, and if we may believe Helvetius
is not lefs a fpecific in diforders of the kid-
neys and bladder, than ipecacuanna is in dy*
fenteries, or the corp. Pcruv. in intermitting
fevers. In all manner of obftrudions of the
urine, whether from fand, gravel, or ulcers,
this medicine does wonders. In, violent

(u) The Spanifli ambaffador firft brought it intoFrance,
1 7®6. Dictionair. de Commerce,
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18. Par#
tridge-'
berries.

nephritic pains, and at the beginning of
Dropfies, it is very often of admirable fer-
vice, if taken only in a fimple infufion (x )

of fpring-water ; but the fame author tells
us, that he had found by long pradice, that
it is not fo efficacious in confirmed Dropfies
as might be wiffied. For this reafon he con-

trived a balfam of it, which is highly com-
mended by him for a mod: powerful diuretic *

which charader, it is true, it well deferves :

but I am apt to think the gregt virtue of it
is more owing to the other ingredients, than
to the pareira brava. As this root is not
very common to be met with in England,
I ffiall not at prefent trouble my reader with
any farther account of it, though fome per-
fons here of late have much commended it
for the cure of this diftemper.

In America they have a plant called par-
tridge-berries, a deco&ion of whofe leaves,
being drank as tea feveral mornings together,
will difcharge vaft quantities of urine, fo
long as the Dropfy lafts; and then may be

(x) See his methodof infufing in Philof. Tranf. abridg.
vol. 5. p. 303. viz. take eleven grains of it powdered,
infufe in a pewter tea-pot all night in warm afhes, boil
in the morning, and drink three, four, or five dilhes
of this infufion.
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ig Cya-
nus.

By dia-
phoretics.

drank without increafing the flux of it, ao
cording to Dr. Mather fyj.

The cyanus, blue-bottle, or corn-flower,
is well known.to be ferviceable in fore eyes,
the jaundice, &c. Its fibarp and bitter
tafie fufiiciently declare its diuretic quality }

whence Fred. Hoffman, in his notes upon
Schroder, affirms, that a decodion of it carried
off a Dropfy at the beginning by urine. In
1694 and 1695, two men were cured by a
decoction of it in an Afcites, with fwellings
in the feet and fcrotum, fo that they could
hardly lie down in bed (2;).

SECT. VI, Of Diaphoretics .

The pores of the /kin, it is certain from
Malphigi, are prodigious numerous. By
them we daily lofe infenfibly a, great
tity of what we eat and drink. Thefe are
liable to be clofsd upon many accidents j

and when they are fo, a foundation is often
laid for fits of illnefs of fome kind or other,
which in a very Abort time inuit be fure to
follow. Dr. Cheney (y/) gives an algebraic
equation to find what quantity of matter

( y) Philof-Tranf- abr, vol. 5. p. 311?. (z] Manger,
Biblioth. Script. Medicor. p. go. tom. I. [aj New
Theory of fevers, -p. 160.
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will be added to the blood and juices, by a
retention of the ufual evacuations for any
certain time, Suppofe we ufually eat and
drink eight pound in a day, and that inflead
thereof our appetite declining upon per-
foration being flopped, we only eat and
drink the fecond day after, fix pound, the
third four, the fourth two, and the fifth
nothing; then in this time twelve and a half
pound will be added to the mafs of blood and
juices. A large quantity this, and fufficient
to account for all the diforders to which our
bodies are fubjed.

Many methods have been propofed, and
many medicines thought of, to open thefe
obflruded outlets and happy would it be
for us, could this always be effected. Fe-
vers would then be cured with more cer-
tainty than they are, and many other dif-
orders might be removed, which may now
juflly enough be called the opprobria medi-
cine. In an univerfal Dropfy, the pores
of the fkin mull be obflruded for fome
time, before any great fwelling can be
formed ; the juices mull be rendered vifcid,
and the fibres mufl have loft their elaflicity.
It is with the utmofl difficulty therefore, that
dropfical perfons are made to fweat; and
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indeed, as Aretams well obferves, thefe fori
of people will not fometimes be made to
fweat even by bathing.

In Droplies of any particular part, diapho-
retic medicines can do but little ; nay Dr.
Willis allures us, that they often do much
harm in an Afcites. The Anafarca is the
only kind of Dropfy where diaphoretic
medicines can be fuppofed to be ferviceable.
Here indeed relief, efpecially at the begin-
ning of the diforder, may be expedled from
aimed any kind of fudorific. Dr. Pitcairn
recommends above all others a decodiion of
farfa, guaiacum, all acrid antifcorbutics, and
fome aromatics, which difblve the vifcidities
of the ferum. The common diaphoretic
medicines now in ufe may be met with iti
any Difpenfatory, of which, as not being
peculiar to this diftemper, I (hall fay nothing
more at prefent. But here I mud not for-
get to mention an obfervation of S. Dwight
in his Treatife De Hydrope, He there
fays, that almod all cathartics and emetics
of the vegetable kingdom may be made dia-
phoretics, by burning them in an iron-ladle,
till their rougher qualities are deftroyed; and
that the ftronger purgers they were before
calcination, the more powerful diaphoretics
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St. Am*
brofe’s
fyrup.

they will be after. He chiefly recommends
euphorbium, gamboge, coloqulntida, and
black hellebore to be ufed thus, and fays, the
dofe of them may be half a drachm or fome~
what lefs. This method I have fometimes
tried, and find that dropfcal perfons by
fweating after this manner become prodigi*
oufly weak; fo that they fliould not be made
to fweat oftener than once in five or fix days,
or as they recover their flrength.

R. Milii excort. |jj 4 coq. in aq. font*
donee |jjj. vcl |j v.

tantum fuperfint.
Colaturs mifeeantur cum asquali vini albi
generofi portione, & detur calide* Copio-
fiffime fudabit seger, fi texeris diligenter.
This medicine is called the fyrup of St*
Ambrofe. Horatius Referus, as we are in*
formed by Schoitzius, cured many children
and fome women of the Anafarca by this
medicine only {b ) ; and in the Medical fy)
Eliays of Edinburgh we are allured, that this
medicine will cure a dyfentery with as great
certainty, as the limarouba*

I have nothing to fay in this place con*

cerning infenfible prefpiration, becaufe it is
a hard matter to increafe this evacuation.

(b) River. Op. Med.—h Mufitan. I rutin, Medic.
P* 692. (c) Vol. 2. p. 384.
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without caufmg fweat; and if a diaphoretic
courfe can only be ferviceabie in an Anafarca,
and that only at the beginning, much cannot
be expected in any cafe in the cure of a
Dropfy, from this kind of evacuation,
which feems to be but little in our power
to command.
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CHAP. VIIL

//j hy Externals.

I Have now gone through all the feveral
forts of internal medicines, which are to

be ufed in making a difcharge of the water
that occahons a Dropfy, in any part of, or
all over the body. Befides thefe, experience
has furnithed as with other helps, that fome-
times do great fervice in this diforder, when,
applied to the body externally*

The Hon. Mr. Boyle, and others, have
queftioned whether we do not infpire alfo,
or receive by the fkin, fome fuch particles of
matter as aduaily mix with the blood and
juices of our bodies, and fo oecafton dif-
eafes. Let this be as it will, it is mod
certain, that fome medicines applied imme-
diately to the fkin* have very often the fame
effedt upon us, as if we took them by the
mouth. Aloes, and feveral other purging
medicines applied to the navel will work
upon children, and fometimes bring away
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worms by flooL Fallopius (d) mentions
a lady-abbefs who, infiead of taking the
purging-pills he ufiially prefcribed for her,
applied them only to the fiomach outwardly,
and in four or five hours they would work
as well with her, as if fhe had fwallowed
them. Oil of turpentine applied to the fldn
will make the urine fmell of it in a fhort
time; fome perfons have been purged by
fmelling at medicines; and falivations, will
as eafily and more effectually be raifed, by
anointing the body with mercury, than by
giving it in pills or bolus. Many firange
effedts have been produced by amulets and
charms and if we may believe fome phy-
ficians, whofe credit in other cafes cannot be
difputed, fuch cures have often been wrought
in this and other difeafes by external applica-
tions, as are not to be accounted for by any
rational philofopby. Sir Kenelm Digby’s
fympathetic powder, or weapon-falve, once
made a great noife in the world j and there
are fome thoufands of perfons who, it is
faid, have been relieved by this method.
The lapis nephriticus, haematites, astites 6c
porcinus, have afforedly cured the ftone,
flopped hemorrhages, caufed abortion.

(d) Op. Med, p, 13 & p. 26,
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Brought down the menfes, if we may be-
lieve Monardes, Bontius, De Boot and others.
Hen. ab Heers tells us, of a woman whofe
bladder was lacerated by the midwife, from
whence came a diabetes, that was cured by
hanging the allies of a toad, burnt alive in
a new pot, about her neck; and alfo of a
merchant, who was fubjedt to the fame dif-
order after lithotomy, who was cured by the
fame application. What real effedts the
famous Anodyne necklace has upon children
in breeding their teeth, the learned may dif-
pute, while the contriver of it is very fen-
fible of its more than ordinary virtues, by
the vafi; fums of money it brings him in
daily. Let me not be thought over credu-
lous for quoting fome of the following
hiffories, the truth of which mud; entirely
depend upon the veracity of thofe authors
that relate them. Men of the heft credit
have fometimes given us Inch furprizkig
accounts of cures effected by this means,
that we muff either believe the fadts, or
difpute every thing which we do not fee
with our own eyes. It might not, I think,
be below the greateff phyiician and moff
able philofopher to make more experiments
this way, iince a fufftcient number of fuch
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By Bams,

By inci-
(ions.

By blister-
ing with
muhft/d-
fced.

fads, well attefted, would either lay a fura
foundation for a new philofopby, or teach
us to extend the principles of that in fafhion,
to a great many phenomena, which have
not yet been accounted for.

If the ipleen fwclls after a fever, and the
body emaciates, give hydragogues and re-

fforatives. If this does nor cure, burn little
places round about the navel, and one upon
it, fo that the water may be drawn off daily.
But in children make incilions in all thole
parts of the body, which are fwelled, and
draw off the water by degrees, applying
fomentations and a warm medicine to the
wound fej. The rea fan for applying thefe
fomentations and warm medicines is, be-
caufe of the danger there is of a mortifica-
tion ; for according to Aphor. 8. fed;. 6.
the wounds of droplical bodies are not
cafily healed.

From the foregoing precept C. Celfus
fays, that in a,n Afcites mullard-feed Ihould
be applied to the belly, till it has raifed
blifters. It fhould a!fo be burnt with hot
irons in many places, and the wounds
Ihould be kept running a long time to-
gether.

{e) Hippocr. de Locia in Horn. p. 417.
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By fcari-
iicaticn
and punc-
ture.

The antlents frequently ufed fcarifications
in a Leucophlegmacy or Anafarca. Afcle-
piades advifed a puncture or incifion on the
infide of the leg, four inches above the ankle,
as in bleeding; and if this was not fufficient
he ordered the fcarification to be made deeper,
fo as to bring it to a wound. Socrates and
Themifon made ufe of the fame pradice (f);
fo did Hippocrates,Leonides and Archigenes,
fays J. Langius in his thirty-fecond epiftle,
who there aflures us, that by fuch wounds
the water will be difcharged in an Anafarca,
Afcites and Dropfy of the fcrotum. C,
Celfus fays, thefe wounds ihould be made
four fingers long, that they (hould be kept
running fome days together ; and that fome
authors advife the humours to be carried off
by bliflers fgj. The Egyptians make ufe
of this method of curing the Dropfy to this
day, according to P. Alpinus.

According to the foregoing advice, one
Browning, a very hard drinker, was cured of
an Anafarca in fourteen days, by wounds
made in each thigh ; by purging every third
day with fucc. iridis j abilamxng in a great

(f) C. Aurelian. p. 489.
Hift, of Phyf. vol. 1. p. 33.

(,§) See Dr. Friend’s
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By bMer-
ing with
canthari-
dcs.

Tobeufed
with great
aution,

rneafure from drink ; and by iffues made?
after thefe wounds were herded (h).

Fallopius (i) faw a countryman cure the
Anafarca, by fcarifying the whole belly with
a razor fkin deep ; for at thefe wounds the
water drained off, and fo the patient re-
covered.

Jn Dropiies, where diuretics have proved
“ ineffectual, the heft and mod: effectual
*( method of drawing off the waters is, by
“ hindering. Some one or more of them
*e ought to be kept continually running in
<e feveral parts of the body, till all the water
et is difcharged, which by this means will

fometimes be effected in a Ihort time to a
ie wonder. Afterwards any of the common
“ diuretics will take place ; unlefs the lym-
44 phatics are broke, fo as to let out the
“ water into the large cavities of the thorax
“ and abdomen, for then the difeafe may
“ be looked upon as defperate, and will
<c admit of no cure (k)”

According to this gentleman, one would
think this way of evacuation muff almod; be
infallible; but whoever makes the experi-

(h) M. Lifter de Hydrope. Cal', r.-— & Marcell. Don.
de Hift. Med. Mir. p. 422. (i) Op. Med. p. 597.
i%) Morgan’s Philof, Pane. p. 439.
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jnent will often find himfelf deceive
Fabr. (I) Hildanus, who was no bad furgeoo,
mentions a lady whofe legs, being bhtered
for the Dropfy, mortified, and fo (he died
in a few days. C. Pifo (in') tells us alfo,
of a noble lady who died thus, notwiths-
tanding fhe had all the care taken of her
that can be imagined. Hildanus, upon the
former of thefe cafes, makes this excellent
remark ; In young perfons, and thofe of a
good confutation, this method fometimes
gives relief, but it is mot certainly detrac-
tive to old people, and thofe of a decayed
confHtution.

Thefe fort of wounds, fays N.Tulpius [ n),

do good to fome, but injury to more. If
the vifcera are corrupted, it is true the water
drains away by them, and the Dropfy feems to
abate; but till, lying in the vifcera, it brings
on the wound either an incurable ulcer, or
a mortal gangrene. I have fometimes known
fo great a flux of humours upon the part,
from all thefe kind of wounds, as to caufe
mot intolerable pain without the leat relief.
This kind of remedy tiould not therefore
be raflily advifed. For unlefs the legs be

(l) Obf. 49. Cent. 1. &de Gangraen. c. 11,
(m) Obf. no. (n) Obf. 38. lib. 2.
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By cautery

Pricks
with a
needle.

found and the confutation good, the fide
cannot bear without damage the fharp hu-
mour of the belly to be thrown upon that
part.

Upon this account Dr. Willis (0 ) fays,
that it is more advifeable in Dropfies to
bliflcr the thighs and arms, than the legs
or feet, where the natural heat is weak and
the fwelling large.

The fame author aflures us, that efcharo-
tics or cauteries applied to the legs are fafer
than biiflers, becaufe the flux of the humour
upon the part is not fo great at the firft,
but begins gently and rifes gradually; and
alfo, becaufe there is lefs danger of a gan-
grene.

Let pricks be made in the {kin of the legs,
with a needle, where the fwelling is greateft,
fix or feven at a time, about a thumb’s
breadth from one another. After twelve,
eighteen, or twenty-four hours, make as
many more in fome other part of the fkin,
and do fo once or twice a day, till all the
water is difcharged. Thefe are the fafeft of
all thefe fort of wounds, and by this method,
if internals are not negledded, a Dropfy may
eafily many times be cured. An old man.

(°) p
* 325.
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Of bleed-
ing.

feventy years of age, was, by this remedy
only, kept alive many months, contrary to
every one’s expectation [p).

I have hitherto faid nothing about bleed-
ing, becaufe it has generally been looked
upon to be pernicious in this diilemper ; and
fo indeed it muft be where a Dropfy is come
to a great height, the vifeera are corrupted,
and the conllitution upon the decline. From
the fourth chapter of this difeourfe it is evi-
dent, that Dropfies come frequently from a
fupprefTion of fome ulual evacuation, from
falls, violent motions, over-heating the
blood with fpirituous liquors, and the like ;

that Dr. Sydenham was miflaken, when he
afierted, that in all Dropfies the blood was
too thin and watery ; and laftly, that the
blood in this dhbrder is frequently too thick,
vifeid and lizy. In all thefe cafes then, before
the lymphatics are broken, and the vifeera
corrupted, bleeding muft be abfolutely ne-
ceffary, and ought to be made ufe of, before
any other evacuation is attempted. This
the antients were very fcnfible of, and there-
fore AI. Trallian is very particular about
bleeding at the beginning of an Anafarca,
when it comes from too much cold blood.

[p) Willis de Afcit.
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By ifiues.

By fomen-
tations.

He alfo fays, if the liver, fpleen, or ffomach
are fwelled and hard, blood muff be taken
away, efpecially if the veins are full, and
the patient young, and the feafon not too
cold. But thefe things ought to be well
confidered ; for as unfeafonable bleeding is
dangerous in other diforders, it is certainly
mortal in a Dropfy. Hippocrates goes farther
and fays, that even in a confirmed Dropfy,
where the breath is fbort, if it be either
fpring or the middle of fummer, blood
fhould be taken from the arm. But C.
Aurelianus (y) rebukes the old man for this
dodtrine, and fays, ifbleeding be neceflary at
thefe times, he can prove it to be fo at any
other.

Though, according to Hippocrates, the
wounds of dropfical perfons are dangerous,
as being hard to be cured ; yet iffues made
in the legs and thighs of fuch perfons have
often been very ferviceable, in abating the
anafarcous fwellings of thofe parts (r).

In this cafe Mr. Wifeman (j) recommends
a fomentation of warm herbs,juniper-berriesa

fulphurvivum,alumen rup.and fait in fpring-
water, to take off fome of the humour by

(q) P. 485. (rj Fabr, Hlld. Obf. 74, Cent. 4, &c.
(s) Vol. 1, p. 1415 204, &c.
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By bath-
ing.

the pores of the fkin, and flrengtheil the
relaxed tone of the vefTels. After the ufe
of this, the legs he fays mud; be rolled up
every day ; and then laced dockings, knee-
pieces and trowzers mud; be ufed, which
he would have dreightned every day, fo as
the patient can bear it eafily. He gives the
hidories of feveral perfons, who have been
cured by thefe means, in his treatife of
Surgery.

Dry fweating is proper in the Anafarca,
but baths and all fort of moifture is hurtful,
according to C. Celfus. The antients how-
ever recommended in this diforder, baths;
rubbings, as with a flefli-brufh; exercife,
whether the motion was made by being
carried upon men’s Ihoulders, on horfeback,
or in a Ihip at fea, &c. undtions; expoling
them to the heat of the fun, a hot lire, the
hypocauftum, &c. All thefe things mull
doubtlefs be of great fervice at the begin-
ning of an Anafarca, before the pores of the
lldn have been too long obltrudled and loll
their eladicity. From thefe hints I have
often thought dropdeial perfons might fome-
times receive great benefit by being fweated
in what they call the hot-houfe of a fait—-
work, where the fait is dried after it is

taken
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By the
piammif-
jnus.

taken out of the pans and put into the baf-
kets. I could heartily wilb, that as Sir J.
Floyer and Dr. Baynard have brought cold
bathing again into falhion, fome other phy-
flcians would endeavour at lead; to redore
fome more exercifes of the antients, which
I am fure would be greatly ferviceable, not
only in preferving our health, but in redor-
ing decayed and worn-out conditutions.

The Anafarca, according to Diofcorides*
C. Aureiianus, and others, is fometimes
cured, when other things have failed, by
the pfammifmus; i. e. burying the patient
up to the neck in the fand of the fea-fhore.
This I own was a common pradice in Egypt,
Africa, and fome other hot countries, but
will I fear do but little fervice in a climate
fo cold as this of Great-Britain. The hot-
jhoufe before-mentioned might perhaps
ferve our turns as well ; efpecially if what
Dr. Strother fays is true, viz. that the
warmth of the nurfery is abfolutely necef-
fary, when young children are troubled with
the Hydrocephalus, to exhale the ferum,
which abounds too much in their tender
fibres.

(/) Effay upon Health, p, 13.
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External
medicines
condemn-
ed by Dr.
Syden-
ham.

Approved
by Dr.
Willis.

Dr. Sydenham fays, he never could find
any great fervice, from the external applica-
tion of medicines in this diforder. In an
Afcites, cataplafms and liniments applied
to the abdomen, to difcufs the tumour, do
the lead damage ; but I cannot fee how the
water can be drained off by this means.
Some of thefe applications are fo far from do-
ing good, that they often do harm ; fuch as
are compofed of the ftronger cathartics, and
applied to the abdomen under the form of
ointments ( u). Not only external medicines,
but blifters, pricks with a needle, tapping,
and all other operations of this kind, are
condemned by this author; and he fays,
none of them can ever be adminidered with-
out uncertainty and great danger.

Dr. Willis however fays, plafters fome-
times do good in an Afcites 3 but then
they muft by their reftringent and warming
quality comfort the vifcera, and contract the
mouths of the veflels, that they may not
leake any longer. The emplaftr. diafapon.
or the empl. de minio & empl. Paracelli aa

q. f. are the moft proper things to apply to
a fwelled belly. Such applications as caufe
no evacuation mud, in my opinion, be moft

(u) Op. MetL p. 470.
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Etmuller
and others

proper when the load of water has been
removed by medicines or tapping ; but they
are not fo often made ufe of as perhaps they
deferve.

Etmuller (#) commends thefe applications
following in an Afcitcs, fwellings of the fcro-
turn, of the labia vulva?, and of the feet.
Fomentations, cataplafms, and bags in wine
or lye, made of attenuating, refolving, dif-
cutient aromatics, viz. Fol. fambuc. ebuli,
laud; herb, chamomil, menth. origan, ab-
fynth. fucc. cucumer. afnin. rad. bryon.
afari. cucum. agrefh fem. milii. fern, calid.
maj. bacc. laud, & juniperi, flercora omnia,
humanum caprillum columbin, equinum,
&c. udna humana, olea juniperi, fambuc.
aneth. limac. bufon, &c. cochleae cum tef-
tibus. Geranium robert. & chelidon maj.
when bruifed and applied to the feet, take
down the fwelling of them mightily; fo
does petrofelin, frefli gathered and applied
to the icrotum. Petrus a Cadro had a feeret,
which was, flails beat to pieces with their
fhells, with which he cured the Afcites and
Hydrocephalus. Several forms of medicines,
compofed of the ingredients here enumerated-.

(*) Fob P* 3°3» -3°4» 4G- Op* Med,
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toy be Teen in this author, in the places be-
fore quoted.

R, Urinas pueri mund. Ifcjjj* fal. prunell.
zjjj. bull, ad 3* partis confumptionem pro
fotu.

This fomentation is commended bv Pa-
*

verius.
R. Sp. virii redificat. liii- fp. lavend. |j\

pill, cochise maj. |f s. opii crud. sjj. m.
Dr. Fuller calls this medicine his lava-

m'entum hydropicum, and fays, that being
ufed either by itfelf, or with an equal quan-
tity of oil of cider-flowers, it is accounted
a powerful remedy againfi: watery fwellings.
The bellies of children, and the feet of men
when fwelled, fhould be anointed with it
twice a day before a warm fire. This opens
the pores, and makes the fizy lymph there
ftagnating either trahfpire, or return again
into the circulation ; and there can be no
danger of a mortification from the ufe of ir,
becaufe of its fpirituous particles.

When the legs have been fcarified, the
cataplafma pro bubone pefiilent. & corbun-
cul. in the Pharmacop. Pauper, is a good
medicine to prevent a mortification ; but at
thefe times fomentations mull not be for-
gotten.
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■ morfus
■ boli.

Hemero-
callis.

Cherefoli-
um.

Rue and
oil of wal-
nuts.

Pontius (y) the famous mountebank fays*
that for trie Alcites, when other things have
failed, one of the bed; remedies in the world
is, to take the plant called morfhs diaboli,
and put it over the dre in a dry kettle, that
it may become wet by its own juice only.
A diffident quantity of this mud: be applied
to the belly and reins of the patient. He
mud: then be covered up fo as to
caufe him to fweat, which he will be fure
to do profufely. This mud be carried on
according to the drength of the patient and
exigency of the cafe.

Diofcorides and Pliny tell us, that the
herb hemerocallis, not far unlike the lilly of
the valley, applied thus to the belly, wall
bring away water and ufelefs blood : and
Etmuller allures us, that chercfolium, ap-
plied after the fame manner, wall adt as a
diuretic.

Frefh rue fried with oil of walnuts, and
applied hot as a cataplafm to the navel, and
fo renewed twice or thrice a day, is called
by Mr. Boyle (z) an experienced remedy for
an Anafarca.

(y) Philof. Tranf, abr. vol. 3. p. 141.
{z) Works abrid. by Shaw, vol. 3. p, 667.
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Black
foap.

Aq, calcis.

R. Sapon. nigr. | vj. croc. Brit. 5k. fal. fuc-
tin. gr. 15. m. f. cataplafma.

A gentleman who had formerly been run
through the bread, in a duel, had every year,
about the fame time that the wound was re-
ceived, which was in the dimmer, a violent
pain in that part, and a fuppreffion of his
urine. He took diuretics inwardly to no
purpofe, at length this cataplafm was applied,
which gave him eafe, and made him make
water plentifully fa).

Aquapendens, from Avicenna (b), highly
commends a fponge, dipped in aq. calcis
mixed with the juice of myrtle, for the cure
of an Afcites, if applied all over the belly ;

and tells us of a nobleman’s fervant, who
was cured of a Dropfy and fchirrhous fpleen
by the conflant application of a fponge dip-
ped in aq. calcis only to the part arfedted.
From his authority, I fuppofe, Etmuller fc)
recommends this as a fmgular method for
difcuffing droplical tumours.

(a) Harris de Morb. acut. Infant, p. 156. Strother’s
Pharmacop. p. 136. (h) De Tumor, p. n.
cap. 9 & 12. & River. Op. Med p. 226. (cj Op.
Med. vol. 1. p. 304.
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Toad. The life of the toad, in phyfick, was not

found out by reafon but by chance, as is
plain from Hildanus and Solenader.

Gradus fays, that during the plague, A.D.
1450, a countryman applied toads cut afun-
dcr, and alfo alive to his plague fores. The
latter foon died and drew out the venom,
infomuch that all the lick that ufed them
recovered (d) : and Hoffman, in his Clavis
Pharmaceutica fe)t affures us, that half a
drachm of the powder of dried toads was
of great fervice to many people, by making
them fweat, when the plague was in Lon-
don, A. D. 1665. Helmont fays, that one
Bucler, an Irifli furgeon, was the inventor of
this medicine j and that he faved the lives of
fome thpufands by it during that diftemper.
The way of preparing the powder may be
feen in Hoffman as above.

A.n old woman ill of a Dropfy, by the
advice of another old woman, took toads
(ranee rubets) alive, and put them into a new
earthen-pot with oil of olives, and boiled
them together. With this oil warm fhe
anointed her belly, beginningat the flomach
and flroking her hands downwards. On the

(d) P. Foreil. Obf. 35. p. 253. See alfo Fafcr. Hild.
Op. p. 1028. (*} P. 644.
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fecond day the fvveliing fell into her feet, fo
that they fwelled exceedingly. She follow-
ed on the ointment, and on the third day
the tumour difappeared, without any vihble
evacuation (f).

From fuch a hiftory as this it is probable
Riverius contrived the following cerate.

R. Bufon. foj. cerre bulliant. in olla
Intata ad mediae partis confumpt. colentur
& f. ceratum, quod extendatur fuper alutam,
& region! lienis applicetur. This he fays,
will bring away ail the water of a Dropfy.

Among the fecrets of this author which
are printed at the end of his works, an
oil made of this animal is commended for
curing the tinea or fcalled head, morphew,
and Dropfy.

A. Pitcairn (g) fays, there are fomewho
tie a whole toad dried to the loins, to pro-
mote the fecretion of urine ; but although
he had feen an hemorrhage at the nofe,
which would give way to no other means
but bleeding, to flop immediately upon

if) P. Foreft. ut fupra. (g) Eleraea. of
Phyf, b. 2. chap. 21. p. 286.

In the Medical EfTays of Edinb. vol. 2, p. 307. a poor
■woman, who had laboured under a fuppreffion of urine
eight or ten days, was relieved by this means.
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holding fuch a toad in the hand 3 yet how
it fhould promote fecretion, he was at a lofs
to find out, if it be only worn outwardly.

This gentleman was for accounting for
every thing in phyfick from mathematical
reafoning, and was therefore unwilling to
own his ignorance in any thing 3 elfe I pre-
fume, if he could this way account for the
flopping of the haemorrhage, which he owns
he faw, by an inverfe method of arguing
he might as well account for the water of a
Dropfy being difcharged by this application.
But both thefe cafes feem not at prefent
to admit of any folution, at leaft not a mathe-
matical one, and mufl therefore lye among
the incognita, which are left for posterity
to difcover. There are many other pheno-
mena in phyfick, which will admit of no
folution at prefent, as well as thefe cures,
which have been wroughTby the application
of toads to the hands, loins, and neck, if
any credit is to be given to hiflory.

Vierus and Varignana are very particular
about this kind of application. They fay
the toad fhould be found in the woods, and
cut through the middle of the belly 3 that
being thus tied about the loins, it brings
away water plentifully by urine 3 and that
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By hot
bricks.

Butter-
bur.

a frefh toad muff be applied as often as we
would have this evacuation promoted. But
I fear I have already faid too much about this
loathfome animal.

P. Foreilus {h) has a peculiar way of
fweating his patients for a Dropfy, by heat-
ing bricks very hot, pouring white wine
upon them, and then applying them to the
whole body, from the fhoulders to the feet
gradually. This method, I fuppofe he learnt
from our countryman John de Gadefden (i) 9

who advifes nine ftones to be taken out of
a river, to be heated very hot, and then
wine to be poured upon them, and fo to be
put into a bed till it is well heated, when
the patient mull be put into it and fweat.

Riverius fays, he cured a Hernia aquofa
in a child of eleven months old, by a cata-
plafm of bean-flower &fs . boiled in ftrong
wine to a due conflftence, and then adding
oxymel fimpl. |jjj. It was renewed night
and morning, and the cure compleated in
eight days.

The green leaves of bardana, broiled and
changed every twelve hours, will cure drop-

(h) Obf, 32. p. 247. (/} Rofa Anglica, p. 34, 1.
(i) Obf, 4. Cent. 2.
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By tap-
ping.

The name

If to be
ufed.

fcal fwellings and eafe gouty pains, accord-
ing to Etmuller.

SECT. 11, Of faffing.
Some, or all the foregoing medicines

having been made ufe of and found ineffec-
tual; it is plain the water mutt be out of
the veflels of circulation : fo that nothing
more can be done, than to pafs a proper
inftfument into the body or collection of
water, and fo difeharge it. In an Anafarca
then this operation can be of no fervice, but
may fometimes in all other.

When the abdomen was fdled with water,
which was to be difeharged by an inftrument,
the Greeks, and from them the Romans,
called the operation paracenteiis, or punc-
ture (/) : this we call tapping. In the Hy-
drops peiftoris, the operation goes by the
fame name ; but when the collection of
water is made in any other part of the
body, we do not make ufe of any particular
term, the water being let out by inciiion o$
otherwife.

Euenor, Eraiiflratus, Thedalus, and feme
other of theantients, would not allow of this
operation for the following reafons : Ilf,

(/) Uci§xy.i\TH7i>, from xc-irE to pierce, and through.
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The in-
{Irument.

They /aid the peritonaeum was nervous, and
therefore could not bear wounding without
great danger: 2d, Becaufe the organs of
refpiration might be wounded by this
operation : 3d, Becaufe many, by opening
the wound after tapping, had loft their lives :

4th, Becaufe this operation only gives eafe
to, and refpites the patient for fome time,
but perfectly recovers none : sth, Becaufe,
according to Ptolemy and Eraftftratus, it is
always deftrudlive, when the Dropfy pro-
ceeds from a fcirrhous liver. All thefe ob-
jections are fully anfwered by C. Aurelia-
nus (;y), fo that I fhall only fay, that al-
though there is fome hazard in the operation,
yet it may be made ufe of; lines fome have
been recovered by this means, and many
have had their lives prolonged by it for
many years, as both experience and hiftory
often teftify.

In this operation the antlents made ufe of
a (hart knife or lancet, with two edges,
called fpathomele by Hippocrates. This
they paded into the mafs or body of water,
and then putting a canula of brafs or lead
into the wound, drew off the water. The

(m) Op, p. 478, 479, kc.
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Place of
the wound

trochar (whether invented by Barbette (/z)
or Blockius, fgnifies but little) is

v
a more

convenient inftrument. This is now fo
common it needs no defcription. The edges
of this inftrument are not fo /harp, as to
endanger the wounding the inteflines, or
any other noble part: and the fiver canula
being introduced along with it, prevents a
deal ofpain to the patient, being left behind
in* the body, for the w'ater to be difcharged
by. C. Celfus tells us, that many opened
the abdomen by cautery, rather, than an in-
flrument, becaufe thefe kind of wounds do
not heal immediately (0) j and indeed, where
the Dropfy proceeds from hydatides, this
method muft be preferable to the trochar 5
a larger wound being here required, than
can be made by that inftrument.

Hippocrates, iEgineta and 1 others of the
antients, have left us large accounts of this
operation. They are very exad: in affigning
the place, where the puncture is to be made.

(n) See Barbette, p. 50. (0) For this reafon
Fienus, in his definition of the paracentelis, extends the
word to all wounds made into the cavities of the breaft
and abdomen, whether they be done by a {harp or
edged inftrument ; or by the cautery, whether actual or
potential.
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Below the
navel.

which they fay mull: be juft three fingers
breadth below the navel, on the right-fide,
if the liver is in fault, but on the left, if
the Dropfy comes from the fpleen. C.
Celfus and C. Aurelianus caution us much
againft opening a vein in this operation ; but
here are none fo large as to endanger the
life of the patient, ftiould they chance to be
wounded. When this operation is thought
neceflary, the water is fuppofed to be lodged
either in the duplicature of the peritoneum,
or elfe within the cavity of the abdomen y
fo that it matters not on which fide of the
Hnea alba we make the wound, or whether
it be made fomewhat higher, or fomewhat
lower, than Paulus advifes ; for a rupture
of the navel has fometimes difeharged all
the water of an Afcites, as we have already
obferved (/>). Many authors take greatpains
to fhew the exad place, where this punfture
is to be made. Fallopius ( q) fays, it ftiould
be done in the moft fleftiy part, becaufe there
the wound will fooneft heal ; and by two
lines, one drawn through the other wide of
the navel, delineates the place. Mr. Ga-
rengeot(r)gives us a rule very different from

(p) P. 169. ($0 Op. p. 596. (r) Chirurg.
Obferyations.
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the foregoing, when he fays, the wound
fhould be made in the middle between the
navel and fpine of the os ilium which fpine
being of a confiderable extent, left room for
error, till Mr. Monro (s) correded it, by
obferving that, in a found date, a point four
inches below and to either fide of the navel,
is the middle between the navel and the
anterior fpinal procefs of the os ilium; and
that the mufcular parts of the abdomen
being near equally diftended in an Afcites,
this muft be the exad point where the per-
foration ought to be made. This correction
fuppofes that, in a found hate, the dihance
from the navel to this anterior procefs muh
be the fame in all bodies, which v/e know
it is not ; or elfe, that the exaCt dihance was
known in a healthy hate in the perfon to be
tapped for if this exaCt dihance was not
known when in health, the operator will,
notwithftanding this rule, be liable to un-
certainty.

A phyfician of my acquaintance, fucking
too clofely to fome of the foregoing direc-
tions, caufed a gentlewoman, whofe belly
was vaftly difiended, to be thrice pierced
with the trochar, when from all the wounds

(.f) Medical Eflays, Edinb. vol. 1. p. 216.
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At the
navel.

they could not get more than two or three
fpoonfuls of blood and water together. Some
time after I was called to vilit her, when I
found her much difpirited at the ill fuccefs
of the operation, the largenefs of her belly,
and the apprehenfions of no water being in
it. However I foon fatisfied her, that it
was water which occafioned the fwelling;
and having found a thin place, pretty near
the navel on the left-fide, I ordered the
gentleman who had made the other unfuc-
cefsful attempt to pafs in his instrument,
and from thence was difeharged fomewhat
more than eight gallons of water.

Sam. Formius, an old experienced fur-
geon of Montpelier, having communicated
to Riverius the cafe of a perfon who being
in an Afcites had an exomphalos or promi-
nence of the navel, and was cured by a para-
centefis, or punClure made in that part,
makes this ufcful remark upon the matter :

Ail die, fays he, whole navel is opened for
an Afcites, unlefs nature points out the part
by an exomphaios. This prominence may
be procured by art; for dry cupping, emolli-
ent and attractive fomentations being applied
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Time of
this opera-
tion.

to the part, will caufc it to rife and be fit
for the operation in eight days (z 1).

Whenever a lymphadud is broken, the
water which fhould circulate through it
mull: be depofited upon the part to which it
belongs, and mud hourly increafe till the
extravafated matter can be difcharged, and
the mouth of the leaky veffel flopped. From
hence it follows, that as foon as there is the
lead quantity of lymph lodged on any part,
out of the laws of circulation, we ought to
difcharge it immediately. It is a very dif-
ficult matter to didinguifh, either by the
touch or otherwife, whether the lympha-
duds are broken, or only didended $

and upon this account, I prefume dropfical
people fo often delay making ufe of this
operation, till that which alone could have
given them relief, ferves only to hurry them
to the grave. Where there is but one drop
of matter formed, every furgeon endeavours
to difcharge it immediately ; and (hall not a

phyfician give the fame advice, when he
finds the lymph extravafated, and too fizy to
pals off by the common emund:ones ? This,
as well as pus, will daily increafe in quantity$

(0 River. Op- Med. p. 571. obf. 5. See this point
treated of more at large by T. Fienus, tract. 6 c. 3.
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The pof-
ture of the
body.

Water of
feveral
kinds.

The quan-
tity to be
taken
away.

By degrees

will in time become corrofive, and deftroy
the vifcera which lie near it; will take away
the appetite, prevent deep, weaken the
whole body, and bring it to deftrudion.
Thefe things then, being rightly confidered,
£hew us how carefully we ought to follow
this precept of the divine (u) Hippocrates,
Tap early for a Dropsy.

As to the podure of the patient, he fhould
according to Paulus be either fitting or dand-
ingj for where a perfon is fo weak as not to
bear one of thefe pofitions of his body, this
operation diould not be attempted.

The water or matter which occafons an
Afcites, and is now to be difcharged, is
of different colours, fmells, tade, confid-
ences (,v), &c. Some phyficians have pre-
tended to foretel by the urine, ikin, or part
affected, what fort of liquid is contained in
the abdomen ; but there is not the lead cer-
tainty in thefe fort of conjectures.

Moft of the antients, and many of the
moderns, advife the water in an Afcites to
he drawn off at feveral times j and Paulus
fays, the drength of the patient, together
With his pulfe, are the only guides to direCl

(«) De Morb. vulgar, lib. 6. (,v) See Obf, 1.0,

cti>p. 3.
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us how much ought to be taken away at one
time. Hippocrates (yJ, and from him C,
Celfus fzj, afiures us, that thofe who labour
under an Empyema or Dropfy, if they he
cut or burnt, and the matter or water be
ali taken away at once,' die certainly. A.
Pitcairn [a) fays, if the water was to be
drawn off all at a time, the patient mufl die
immediately, from a hidden falling of the
diaphragm, and the vifcera annexed thereto,
which before were held up by the water.
Wifcman will have it, that nothing is more
pernicious to the patient, than great evacua-
tions, though of excrementitious humour $

and therefore will by no means allow the
water to be taken away all at once. C.
Celfus [h) fays, that fome draw off the
water at twice ; for by putting the canola
into the wound the next day after the opera-
tion, they difcharge the remainder of the
water. Boerhaave (c) will not allow us to
take away the water under fifteen days*
Thouvenot, as quoted by Strother {a), ufed
to take away from ifrong bodies feven, ten,
or twenty pound of water at a time, and

(j y) Aph, 27. lib. 6. (2) Lib. 2. cap. S.
{a) Elem.ofPhyf. p. 287. (b) Op. p.451, 452.
(c) Aphor. 1240. ( d) Pharmac. p. 196.[d) Pharmac. p. 196.
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not more than five, fix, or ten from weak
ones ; and thus within three or four days he
took it all away. If it increafed again he
ufed the fame method, and in the mean
time he gave mild diuretics, gentle cathar-
tics, and injoined moderate exercife. C.
Aurelianus is the find, who advifes us to
take away all the water at once, unlefs
fomething happens to prevent it. Dr.
Mead {e) has lately revived this pradice,
which in England is now generally ufed,
and feems preferable to the other method,
for thefe reafons following: id, When the
water is drawn off at feveral times, either a
canula mud be left in the body, or a fre/h
wound mud be made every time we renew
the operation. By the former of thefe ways
the parts arc fometimes injured, great pain
and inflammation is often occafioned, and
now and then a mortification enfues. The
making a great number of frefh wounds in
this part of the body, mud not only be
troublefome but dangerous. 2d, No extra-
vafated fluid, in whatever part it is lodged,
can ever be fuppofed to be neceffary to life.
The fooner therefore and quicker the water
of an Afcites is difeharged, the better it tnud

(e) Medical Eflays of Edinb. vol, 1. p. 21 7.
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be for the patient. 3d, When the water is
taken away at feveral times, no bandage can
be of any fervice. Every furgeon well knows,
that this is more neceflary than medicines,
in bringing the divided fibres together,
doling the mouths of the broken veflels,
and lb preventing a flux of humours upon
any wounded part of the body. Bandage
therefore mull be as neceflary in this cafe,
when the water is once difcharged, as in
any other where matter has been lodged.
Mr. Littre fays, as it contributes to a quick
reunion of the parts it is absolutely neceflary ;

and C. Aurelianus ispofitive, that it hinders
the belly from fwelling again. 4th, C. Aure-
lianus orders us, when we take away all the
water at once, to

s comprefs the belly with
our hands ; to apply lint and a fpunge to
the wound, and to roll up the belly with
a fafciola or narrow roller. By this means
the fyncope, faintings, and ficknefs occa-
fioned by the fudden removal of the preflurc
of the abdominal mufcles, are prevented ;

which are the only things to be feared in
this cafe. A profeflbr (f) of anatomy at
Edinburgh, has publilhed an account of a
bandage with flraps and buckles to be ufed

(f) Med. EfTays, vol, I. p. 214,
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Who fit
for this
operation.

inflead of rollers, which I have often
thought, before I faw this treatife, would
be of great advantage to the afflicted during
this operation. Dr. Pitcairn, and the other
gentlemen who allure us the patient mufl
die under this operation, from a hidden fall-
ing of the diaphragm, did not confider how
eafily this might be prevented. li the reader
is not fatisfied with what is here offered, he
may confult Dr. Friend’s fecond volume of
the Hifiory of Phyfick, where he will find,
this topick handled more at large.

Thofe perfons only, whofe vifcera are
found, are fit to undergo this operation $

for where they are corrupted, the patient by
this means is hurried to deflrudion. C.
Celfus (g) tells us, that thofe whofe flomach
is deflroyed, fall into a Dropfy from me-
lancholy, or have an ill habit of body, are
not fit to undergo the paracentefis. Boer-
haave will not allow of this operation,
under any other conditions than thefe follow-
ing : iff. The Dropfy muft not have been
long in coming : 2d, The firength mufl not
he impaired : 3d, The body mull be young :

The vifcera mud be found, and not
injured by any other difcafe: 5th, The

U) Op. p. 166. (h) Aphor, 1239, 124.E,
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In what
forts of
Drophes
to be ufed.

In that of
ihe peri-
tonaeum.

water mu ft not be putrid, nor long
fated. Children are feldom tapped without
danger ; and Galen fays, he never faw but
one who efcaped; fo that Albucalis excludes
all thofe of fuch a tender age from this opera-
tion. The like obfervation holds good, when
the veftels are weak, or the blood in a very
languid ftate, let the caufe be what it will,
as in the cafe of thofe, who are worn out
with ficknefs or old age.

There are feveral forts of Drophes, or
there are collections of water in feveral parts
of the body, where the paracentefis is of
great fervice, or which ought to be dis-
charged by punCture, incifion or cautery.
When the liquid is contained in feveral
veficulae, or the tubae Fallopianae, a large
wound muft be made, if we expeCl to do
any fervice. If the water is contained in the
duplicature of the peritonaeum, the paracen-
tefis, if applied foon enough, is more likely
to give relief, than in any other kind of
Dropfy, becaufe the bowels are not here
corrupted by lying in the extravafared ierum.
Mr. Chefelden (/) however is of opinion,
that of ail thofe he had diffeCted in this cafe,
none could have been cured by this opera-

(J) Anatom, p. 140.



oj DROPSY.

In an
Hydroce-
phalus or
head.

In the
bread.

tion; becaufe the water had made the parts
where it was contained as foul as an ulcer.
Now if any of thefe could have been cured
by the paracentefis, it muft have been ufed
before the water had occadoned this cor-
ruption of the parts, as I have before de-
mondrated.

In an Hydrocephalus, if the water lies
within the fkull, Albucafis thought it not
proper to make an incifion, or attempt to
let it out {k), and Fabr, Hildanus fays, this
operation in this cafe is immediate death :

if it lies between the hairy fcalp and peri-
cranium, it mull be let out by incidon or
cautery. Cures made this way may be feen
in Wifeman’s Treatife of Surgery, and other
authors of that kind.

When we are allured there is a collection
of extravafated lymph in the cavity of the
bread:, medicines of any kind can do no
fervice. In this cafe it is heft to apply a cau-
tery, and draw out the matter as in an Em-
pyema. Hippocrates (/) directs us, when
there is a tumour on the outfide of the
breaft, as there fometimes is, to cut between
the ribs, and cure it: if there is none ex-

(k) Dr. Friend’s Hid. of Phyf. vol. 2. p. 306.
U) De Morbis, lib. 2. p. 483.
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The place
between
the fourth
and fifth
ribs.

The third
and fourth

The
fourthand
fifth.

ternally, he fays we mud proceed as in an
Empyema. Some open the bread in this cafe/
by a trepan fixed upon the dernum ; others;
make an incifion betwixt the fourth and fifth;
ribs, reckoning from the badard ribs up-i
wards. They meafure the length from the
cartilage enfiformis to the poderior precedes,
of the fpine, and divide it into three parts.
One of thefe they lay from the aforefaid pro-/
cefs, or two from the dernum, and there
make incifion (//?). It is better to make this 1
wound fix fingers breadth from the prccefs*
aforefaid, which may be done by incifion,
adual or potential cautery. A canula mud)

be introduced, and two, three, or four ounces
of water drawn off every day. This wounds
mud be made bigger or lefs, according to
the thicknefs of the matter contained in the
bread (tz). >

According to Hippocrates, Guido, Am.
Lufitanus, &c. this aperture mud: be made
between the third and fourth ribs, beginning
to reckon from the lowermoft : Fienus, Ri-
verius, &c. fay, it mud be betwixt the
fourth and fifth; and P. iEgineta, Vidus
Vidius, Sennertus, Barbette, &c. mod ap-

(m) Ad. Med. Hafnienf. vol. r. (n) A. Nude
Exper. Chirurg. No. 31. p. 106.
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The fifth
and fixth.
The
eichth and
ninth.
The ninth
and tenth.

The
to b
pier

prove of it betwixt the fifth and fixth. Some
fay it fhould be made between the eighth
and ninth, and others between the ninth
and tenth, at fuch difiance from the vertebras,
that the depth of the flefh may not be an
impediment to the operation ; but Mr. Sharp
approves of it befi between the fixth and
feventh, half way from the fiernum towards
the fpine, for reafons there mentioned.
From this uncertainty among thefe great
men, I think we may reafonably conclude,
that any of thefe places will ferve our turn
well enough : that if nature points out any
of thefe places by an external tumour, as £he
■does fometimes, we ought there to perform
the operation : and lafily, that if we take
care not to injure the diaphragm, by making
the wound too low; or the lungs and peri-
cardium, by making it too high ; or the in-
intercoftal artery, by making it too near the
ribs; we may in any of thefe places fucceed
in the operation.

Hippocrates (o), for fear of cutting the
veins that run along the edge of the ribs,
advifcs us not to make a wound betwixt
them, but rather to perforate the body of
the third rib itfelf. This precept Fienus

(<?} Lib. i. de Afresh intern.
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In the
ferotum.

What is to
be dene
after the
operation-

approves of in Dropfies, but is of opinion,
fince the hole can be but fmall, that it will
not fometimes be fufficient to difcharge the
matter of an Empyema.

When there is a colledion of water in the
ferotum, tefticles, or indeed in any other
part of the body, all good furgeons advife it
to be let out as foon as pofllble. This mull
be done by pundure, incidon, cautery, feton,
&c. Instances of this kind of operation, are
fo common in treatifes of furgery, that I (hall

fay no more of it in this place (p).
After the paracenteds has been performed,

the firft day food is not neceffary, unlefs the
patient be fainty. Afterwards he fhould drink
ftrong wine, but not much ; and by degrees
fbould be brought to exercife, rubbing, the
fun, fweating, fatigue, and proper food,
till he is perfectly recovered. Warm bath-
ing, often vomiting upon an empty fiomach,
and fwimming in the fea in the fummer-
time, are agreeable; and after a recovery,
the patient fbould abftain a long time from
venery (y).

(p) Fabr. Hildan. Obf. 65, 66, 6,7, 68. Cent, 4..
Dodonaei, Obf. 39, 40, &Q. (a) C. Celfus,
Op. Med. p. 166.
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Empirical
cures.

SECT. 111. Of irregular Praßice.
I have already obferved how medicines

were at firft found out, and confequently
by vvhat means phyfic was at length reduced
to the rules of art. Where authors treat of
the cure of difeafes by a regular method or
way of pradice, every thing which does not
fall in with their particular fcheme is branded
with the name of empiricifm; though fome-
times perhaps founded upon as good reafon
and obfervation, as the doctrine they fo ear-
neftly endeavour to eftablifh. A violent dis-
temper, doubtlefs requires a violent remedy.
Books (the more the pity) are not always to
be believed. He that fometimes fteps a little
out of the common road ofpradice, will fre-
quently be more ferviceable to the afflided,
than he, who trufts altogether to the dvrls
ftu of the moft celebrated author. For this
reafon I /hall here give a few different me-
thods of pradice, which go under the name
of empirical j but as they have once been
ferviceable, who knows but in defperate cafes
they may give relief again ?

A bold and ignorant empiric cured drop-
deal dwellings in the legs, after the follow-
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3ng manner : Firil, He fomented the fhins
night and morning with a decodion of elder,
wormwood, camomile, &c. in the lees of
wine 5 then he laid on a cataplafrn of the
fame ingredients mixed with bran. After
he had done fo for three days, he covered
both the thins and feet with a plafler of
Burgundy pitch all over, except afmall hole
upon each thin about the compafs of a hazel-
nut, where he applied an efcharotic made
of the alhes of the bark of the afh-tree.
After tw'elve hours this was removed, when
the water began to come out. The difcharge
was at iirfl but little, increafed daily, and
at laft, when the efchar dropt off, the water
ran as out of a fpring, till it was entirely
difcharged (r).

A furgeon, of good reputation and prac-
tice, has frequently taken down sedematous
or droplical fwellings of the legs in the fol-
lowing manner ; He boils three balls made
of fern-afhes in a gallon of water, fo as to
make a ffrong lye; then he diffolves in it an
ounce of the balfamum faponaceum, made
of fait of tartar and oil of turpentine.
With this liquor he wets a quantity of bran,
lufficient to cover the whole legs ; and fo lets

(r) Willis de Anafarca, p. 325.
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the legs lie in it till the ferum oozes through
the fldn, which it will fometimes do in great
quantities.

A phyfician of great note fometimes di-
rects a deco&ion of fage and elder-flowers to
be made; then a certain quantity of hard
foap to be diflblved in it, viz. an ounce or
two to a quart, and the fwelled legs to be
fomented with this liquor night and morn-
ing. Then he takes cabbage-leaves, cuts
off the large ftems, rolls them fmooth with
a rolling-pin, flews them with fmooth ale
in a ftew-pan over a gentle fire, till they are
ibft, and after fomenting covers the legs
with them, and fo rolls them up. In three
or four days, he fays, the humour will begin
to drain away ; but upon trial, I have fome-
times known the leaves become dry and brit-
tle, and fo repell the humour as to endanger
fuffocation.

The lungs of an ox, flit and’applied
hot to the foies of the feet, has caufed a
drain fometimes, and fo taken down thefe
kind of fwellings, as I have been informed
by a perfon of credit.

A certain empiric thus cured an Hy-
dropic perfon, who had both an Afcites,
and Anafarca. He took wormwood, rue.
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fage, and lavender, of each five handfuls,
and boiled them in fome gallons of fpring-
water, adding as much common fait as
would make it like brine or pickle. In this
was boiled a thick, ftrong cloth, wherein
the patient was wrapt entirely all but his
head. He was then put to bed, and order-
ed to fweat five or fix hours, or until the
fpittle flowed out of his mouth like the brine
itfelf. He was then taken out of the cloth,
and put into another hotbed, where he
again fweat for three or four hours. In the
mean time he drank plentifully of Spanilh
wine; and at the fecond adminiftration, they
added to the decodion a large quantity of
cow-dung (s)9

The prior of Cabrieres, who in the laft
century made a large collection of rarities and
gave them to the king of France, among
his fecrets in phyfick has the following
method, by which he pretends to cure all
forts of Dropfies. Take filings of fteel and
fpirits of vitriol a certain quantity, and make
into a powder ft). Of this the patient
mufl: take fix grains every day. A fmall

(s ) A. Pitcairn’s Elements of Phyfick, p. 285.
(t) Biblioth. Anatom, vol. p. . but the quart*

titles of the fnnples are not here mentioned.
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glafs of a decodtion of fmallage in claret,
with a fmall quantity of fena and chryftal
mineral, muft alfo be taken in a morning.
The decodtion and powder muft be ufed
alternately, and he recommends the drop-
ping of fpirit of fait into the decodlion*
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CHAP. IX.

How to prevent the return of a
Dropfy.

HAYING now gone through all the
poffible ways, whereby the water of

a Dropfy may be difcharged, I come next
to fpeak of the fecond indication of its cure,
viz. how to prevent its returning again.

In all manner of difeafes, relaples are
dangerous ; but if a Dropfy returns, when
it has been once cured, if we may believe
Hippocrates (u), there can be no hopes.

Many perfons, it is true, have been cured
of Dropfes by evacuation only, as may
be feen in feveral hiftories related in this
treatife; but for want of regularity, and a
courfe of proper medicines, though the
water has been carried off, and the patient
has been thought out of danger, yet the
diforder has returned, and in a fhort time
convinced the fick man of his folly, in not
complying with his phyfician’s rules. It is

(u] Coac. Praenot. feel. 2. p. 191.
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By a right
ufe of the
non-na-
turals.

Tempe-
ranee.

therefore doubtlefs extremely neceflary, for
fear of fuch accidents, to give either while
we make evacuation, or immediately after,
fuch alterative medicines, as may help to
reftore the tone of the weakened folids,
may heal the breach of the lymphatics,
invigorate the blood, remove obftrmftions
and vifcidities; and, in fhort, may bring the
body to a found and healthful ftate again.

A right ufe of the non-naturals, as they
are called, is of the utmoft fervice in all
chronical diforders; and therefore, in the
Dropfy, temperance as we have already
obferved (x), is abfolutely neceffary, let the
caufe be what it will. Reft, thirft, and
fafting, according to Celfus, eafily cure a
Dropfy at the beginning ■, and the fame
author fays, that walking much, running,
fridlions, and fweating, are advifeable in
every kind of this diftemper. We have alfo
made it appear, in the place above quoted,
how careful we ought to be in obferving
the proper times for fteeping and waking,
as alfo for changing the eredl and horizontal
polition of our bodies.

{*) p* la6i
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Air.

A moift
air.

Exercife,

Dr. Willis obferves, that thofe people
who live in fenny places, and upon the
coaft, are fubjed: to Dropfies, from the air
being too much loaded with noxious va-
pours ; and alfo that they are eafily cured
without medicines, by only removing into
a hilly country, and into fuch places as are
more open to the fun. Dr. Barry', in his
Treatife of Confumptions, allures us, that it
is evident, from obfervations made on hy-
dropical perfons, that they receive frequent-
ly a conhderable addition to their weight in
a moift air, from the water imbibed through
the pores of the fkin. Now, if thefe gentle-
mens obfervations are true, we need nothing
more to Ihew us, how careful we ought to
be in chufing a dry, light air, for all fuch as
are fubje£l to dropheal diforders.

In the beginning of all kinds of Dropfies,
while the load of water is not too great, nor
the veflels too much diftended, exercife of
all forts will be found as ferviceable in
this, as in other chronical diieafes. Hippo-
crates fyj fays, that dropfical perfons fhould
labour till they fweat; from whence H,
Mercurialis (z) is of opinion, thatTheodorus

[y ) Lib. 5. Epidem. (z) De Arte Gymnaft.
p. 316.
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Diet,

Prifcianus drew this concluiion, that drop-
fical perfons may probably be cured by con-
ilant labour, and the continual /hocks which
proceed from exercife. C. Aurelianus, after
tapping, advifes to go to Tea ; and if this does
hot do, then to take hellebore : and Celfus
fays, that when the water is drawn off by.
’wounds in the legs, the body fhould be
fhaked by geflation ; and that then, exercife
and food fhould be increafed till the recovery
is compleatsd. The antients had fo great
an opinion ofall kinds of exercife, that Hip-
pocrates faj declares, no man that eats can
be in health unlefs he labours. In this dif-
temper you will find them recommending
wreftling, vociferation, going to fea, being
carried on men’s /boulders, in a coach, on

horfeback, &c. as may be. feen in that ele-
gant Treatife of Mercurials above quoted.

The food of dropfical perfons fhould be
of a middle fort, not too hard of digeftion.
according to C. Celfus. Dr. Strother {J?) t

in his Elfay of Health, very juftly obferves,
that the diet fhould be different, in this as
Well as other diforders, according to the
nature of the diflemper. If the blood be

{a) Dc Diret. lib. j, Aphor. 5. {h) P. 67, &c
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.Drink»

Strong
liquors.

too thick, the food fhould be attenuating*
diluting, 6cc. but if it is too thin, itlhould

O' *

then be more drying, abforbing, &c. AL
Trallian is very particular about the diet of
dropftcal perfons, and the way of treating
fuch when in a fever.

The drink in a Dropfy mud; only be fuf-
heient to preferve life, and that fuch as will
eafily pafs off by urine. Dr. Sydenham,
who fuppofed all Dropfies were owing to
the blood’s being too thin, ftridlly forbids
all fmall liquors in this difeafe, and allows
of nothing but wine or ftrong ale, after the
patient has been purged. Small and cooling
liquors, continues he (c), though they are
agreeable to the palate, only breed phlegm,
and add to the mafs of water ; on the other
hand, ffrong liquors, fo they are not diftilled
fpirits, fo much promote health, that by
them alone, it has fometimes, when loft,
been recovered. The Arabians, I own, ftrid:-
iy forbid fmall liquors in a Dropfy ; and
Avicenna [d) would not let a dropfcai psr-
fon fo much as fee water : yet, notwith-
standing what is here laid, ipring-water,
and other fmall liquors, are many times

(c) Op. p. 467.
p. 205.

id) River. Med. Prax.
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Spring-
water,

Spaw-
water.

more fervlccable in a Dropfy, than ffrong
ones ; they more eafily pafs off by urine 5
and, where the diftemper proceeds From
drinking hot fpirituous liquors, muff be the
molt advifeable. If a Dropfy proceeds from
a hot intemperies of the liver, it may be
cured by drinking fpring-water, fays J.
Foreftus (e). Fernelius affures us, that
where the age is not too great, and the
ffomach good, he would choofe to give
fpring-water, rather than wine, in a Dropfy >

for he (/) fays, it more readily takes away
the cauie of thirft, and does not any more
than wine increafe the watery humours.
After the wraterof an Afcites has been drawn
off by wounds in the legs, for two or three
days the patient, according to Celfus, fhould
drink water and fweet wine interchangeably.
The ufe of cold water is commonly forbid
in a Dropfy, yet the Spaw is famous for
curing that diftemper, many penons being
yearly recovered by it, when drank upon
the fpot; and, in London, fpaw-water, fays
Sir Richard Black re (g), cured an Ana-
farca, when all oUier medicines had proved
ineffectual. The pauent began with half a

(r) Obf. 27. p. 238. (/) Confil. p. ncj.
(r) On the Dropl'y, p. 47, &c,
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By altera-
tive medi-
cines.

Bitters.

pint in a day, and by degrees increafed the
dole, till he came to a whole dafk. I know
a perfon, fays Mr. Boyle [h) 9 of great quality,
who in a cafe complicated with a Dropfy to a
great degree, being thought incurable by her
phydcian, furpridngly recovered by drink-
ing the waters of Tunbridge. Whether the
waters of Bath or Bridol are more judicioufly
prefcribed in this diforder, may be doubted
by fome perfons; but Dr. Winter, thus ab-
folutely [i) puts an end to the difpute. If a
jaundice is joined with the Dropfy, the
Bath-waters are preferable; but where diu-
retic and drying medicines are only required,
the Bridol-waters do the mod: fervice, ac-
cording to this gentleman.

The alterative medicines, which by ex-
perience have been found molt ferviceable in
a Dropfy, are chiefly had from the vegetable
and mineral kingdom. The former compre-
hends all bitters, fpicy, aromatic, pungent,
and drying medicines; and the latter all
fuch as remove obllnnftions, vifeidities of
the blood, &c.

There are no bitters, especially of the
aromatic kind, but what do great fervice

(h) Works, abr. per Shaw, vol. i. p. 98.
[i] Cyclus Metafyner. p. 43,
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Hore-
honnd.

Worm-
wood.

Jefait’s-
bark.

in all manner of Dropfies. Their names
are fo well known, and their properties fo
frequently enlarged upon by authors, that
I fhall only mention two or three of
them. A decodlion of horehcund in fmiths-
water is of good advantage in all kind of
Dropfies (/’).

There are few chronical didempers where
wormwood is not of advantage, and efpeci-
ally if the ffomach is affected, as it general-
ly is in alinoft all kinds of Droplies. Dr.
Micheal cured feveral of this dileafe by an
effence of it dropped into their drink : Ma,-
thiolus ufed the conferve, for the moft part,
with fuccefs ; and Eraftus fays, there are few
fimples better than wormwood in dropiical
diforders. The Roman wormwood is by
many preferred to the common fort, as be-
ing a more pleafant bitter; but the latter is
equally, if not more powerful, than the
former.

The cortex peruvianus, china china, quin-
quina, pulvis patrum, Jefuit’s-bark (/), or
as it is commonly called, as fuperior to all

(k) A. Pitcairn’s Elem. Phyf. p. aB6. (/' Car-
dinal de Lugo firft brought it into France in y. 650, and
was a Jefuit ; whence it was called the JelukVßark.
Didtionar. de Commerce.
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The fevef
ia 1728.

other, The Bark, is one of the moil ufe-
ful and beneficial medicines that ever was
difcovered. It is now almoil a century
fince it was firil brought into Europe. As
we were at firil entirely unacquainted with
its nature, fo it Was then often given at im-
proper times; and therefore had entirely
been difcharged the ihops, had not Dr.
Moreton, and other ingenious phyficians*
flood up in the ufe and defence of it (m).

Mr. Quincy has made a philofophical en-
quiry into the nature, and has endeavoured to
explain fome of the properties, of this incom-
parable medicine. Whether his or any other
account of it is fufficient to latisfy the curi-
ous, I fhall not at prefent take upon me to
enquire ; but fhall rather enumerate fome of
the many wonderful effects, it has upon
human bodies, as well in the Dropfy as
other diftempers.

After the laft epidemical fever which be-
gan at Kidderminfter in 1728, and foon
after fpread not only over Great-Britain but
all Europe, more people died dropfical in
three years, than did perhaps, in twenty or

(m) The ufe of it was quite laid afide in France, till
Dr. Talbot, in 1706, brought it once more into repu-
tation. Shaw’s Pharmac. Edinburg.
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thirty before. As the bark was more ufed
now, than at any time fince it firft came
into Europe, not only the vulgar but feveral
eminent phyficians began to fufpe£l and con-
demn it. Dr. Strother would have us believe
there was little or none good in England at
this time ; and that it was ail either mixed
with other barks, or had loft its fpecific
properties by being too long kept: but lam
of opinion, we never had better than at this
time ; that the fault was not in the medicine,
but in the prefcriber: and that never more
perfons received benefit from any one fimple,
in any period of time, though many it mull
be allowed did at this time die of all kind
of Dropfies, efpecially the Anafarca.

Before that fever came among us, we had
U very unwhokfome conftitution of the air,
for a long time together. The wind was
conftantly in the call: for many months ; we
had a very wet March, and the air was as
cold in May as in December. The fruits of
the earth were by thefe means gathered in
very fmall quantities, and afforded but little
nourifhment, and loaded the tody with
crude and indigefied humours. The pores
of the fkin having been a long time thus
obftruded, the blood and other juices be-
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came vifcid and fizy. The nerves were ge-
nerally aiiecled ; the puljfe low, urine pale,
tongue dry, and all the other fymptoms,
which arife from a blood over loaded with
morbific matter, A naufea, or conflant in-
clination to vomit, diannaea and other fluxes,
attended with faintncfs and lovvnefs of fpirits,
were the general complaints. The blooci
was. generally thick, and as florid as if i%

had been taken from an artery j yet bleeding
feldom gave relief: it always brought on
great wcaknefs, increafed the lownefs of
fpirits, and generally did more harm than
good. Hot medicines, fiich as the theriaca.O *

rad. ferp. virg, &c. were always deftrudtive
to thofe who took them. Diluting plenti-
fully, with final] camomile- tea, fack«whey,
&c. with good quantities of fp. C. C. per fe,
Riverius’s mixture with fah abfinth. fucc.
limon. & aq. cinam. ten. repeated every
fix or eight hours, after gentle purges and
vomits, almofl: conftantly gave relief, and
brought it to a regular intermiflion ; for it
was of this kind from the beginning. Many
perfqns found fome fymptoms of a fever one
day, and then continued well for two or
three, and iometimes longer, before it made
a fepond vifif, Dgring this interval, if the
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party took any frefb cold, he was aimed:
fure to mifearry, at lead: to be feized with
great violence. As fuch perfons as were
mod expofed to the inclemencies of the air
and weather, were much greater fufferers
than thofe who lived at eafe, and fed upon
the bed kind of food in cities and great
towns, this frequently was the cafe. The
fecond feizure being generally thus violent,
the bark wT as crowded in upon the fird re-
million, when perhaps the fever dill con-
tinued, and the urine had little or no fedi-
ment. By this hady procedure, the feveridi
matter was either thrown upon fome of the
more noble parts, and fo death was the im-
mediate confequence; or elfe, being only
pent up in the veflels of circulation, it foon
appeared in a tumour of fome kind or other,
and for the mod part dropfical. This being
the cafe, the coniiderate preferiber found it
necedary to wait for a better intermifuon ;

to purge feveral times before he gave the
bark ; to give rhubarb, fait ot deel, sethiops
mineral, cinnabar, and other purging and
deobdruent medicines along with it; and
ladly, to call in aromatics, and volatiles of
all kinds to his aflidance. By this means
the bark at length recovered its led reputa-
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tion, and faved the lives of many thoufands.
For my own part, as this was my way of
treating this fever, from the time it frit
came among us; fo, I thank God,few perfons
died under my hands, where I was called
in at the beginning of the illnefs. But to
return.——

The bark is one of the befl flomachic
alterative medicines in the whole Materia
Medica. It is almofl as infallible in curing
haemorrhages from internal caufes, as in
flopping intermitting fevers, and yet at the
fame time, it promotes the menfes j for it
attenuates more powerfully than fleel, but
does not raife the pulfe near fo much (n).
After any large evacuations, it is one of the
greateft and mofl noble cordials in the
world : it is of excellent ufe in all nervous
diforders, convulfive, hyfleric and hypo-
chondrical j and is often ferviceable in
throwing off a gouty humour to the
treme parts; nay, when joined with fleel,
it has procured a regular fit, when all other
medicines have proved unfuccefsful (oJ %

Of late it has been found as great a fpecific
in flopping mortifications from internal

(n) Friend’s Emmenalog. p. 156. ( 0} Cheney’s
Engl. Malad. p. 144.
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caufes, as in any of the foregoing diforders j

I never yet knew it fail, though I have had
frequent opportunities of trying it, and very
lately in an old man eighty-three years of
age ; where, upon taking it, the mortified
part feparated from the found, the foot
dropped off at the ankle, and though the
bones are foul above the joint, the flefh looks
well; and if he would have buffered toe limb
to have been cut off, I doubt not but the
cure had been compkated by this time, it
being near four months fince the mortifica-
tion firfl began.

A gentleman had been twice tapped for
a Dropfy of the abdomen, which as often
returned again. At lafl he took a drachm
of the Jefuit’s-bark every day, for fix weeks
together, when he began to make water
freely, and fo recovered perfectly fpj.

JVL Lifter ('%) cured a man of a Dropfy,
which came from an intermitting fever,
with this medicine }

R. Cort. peruv. a s . ad 9j- fal. gem. vel
fal. abfinth. s]. elater. a gr. 2 ad 3fs . m. f.
bplus.

(p } S, Dwight de Hydropc,
cut. 7.

($) De Hydrop.
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Acrid,
pungent,
and fpicy
medicines.

Mu&ard,

Juniper-
berries.

From what has been faid, it is evident
this mod admirable medicine is as neceflary
in a Dropfy as in many other diforders i
that it may, and in this cafe ought to be,
given with deobdruents ; and that it dill re-
tains its fpscific properties, when given with
the ftronged cathartics.

All acrid, pungent, and fpicy medicines
invigorate the blood, brace up the folids,
attenuate the juices when vifeid and fizy ;

and by this means frequently become moft
powerful diuretics. The beft are the feeds
of rnuftard and wild carrot; the berries of
bay and juniper, and the roots of garlick
and horfe-raddiili; pepper, &c.

R. Sem. finap. integr. Ij’ v* ponatur in
lagen. vitrea cum alas Ifejj- poft 3 dies depro-
matur ad ufum.

R. Sem. dnap. contuf. li- coq. in feri
la6l. Ifejii- parum. Colatura bibatur ad libU
turn.

R. Sem. dnap. pulv. conf. abdnth.
Rom. $3- fern, dauci. pulv. sii- cum f. q.
fyrup. e 5. rad- f. eledluar.

R.' Sacc. junip. probe contuf. & in faccul.
ligat. coq. in vin. canar, ad &ii* cola.
Dofis §i v* ter in die, .
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All thefe are good medicines. Thelaft is

from Dr. Fuller, who tells us, that Rup-
landus ufed to boil four handfuls of juniper-
berries in two quarts of whey, till a third
part was confumed j and that he gave it for
common drink in an Afcites. Riverius and
Etmuller allure us, that they alfo frequently
gave it with fuccefs after the following man-
ner.

R. Bacc. junip. contuf. m. jjj* vln. gene-
rof. q. f. Coq. ad medias, & dentur 5J V* (r)
mane fingulis diebus, & corpus optime tega-
tur.

Matthiolus cured feveral perfons of this
difeafe, with a lixivium made of the allies
of this Ihrub in white wine, which he gave
to four or five ounces for a dofe. This, he
fays, is a powerful diuretic ; and from him
Etmuller commends the rob juniperi &

malvaticum juniperinum, and at the fame
time alfures us, they are the bell kind of
diuretics fsj.

Many pompous and cofily medicines may
be formed from the fimples above-named *

fuch are the decodt. allii. decodt. diureticum.

(t) Mufitanus fays* |yj. Trut. Med. p. 692.
(s) Etmuller, Op* Med. vol. 1. p. 300.
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Of diet-
drink.

decbdi:. juniperi fecundum in Fuller’s Phdr-
macop. &c.

Diet-drinks made of* thefe ingredients are
much commended by many authors ; but I
never prescribe any for the following reafons. :

ift. Ale is but a very indifferent, or rather
a very improper, vehicle to take medicines
in, efpecially in a Dropfy, where the juices
are always too vifcid : 2d, Whatever quality
of any iimple is imparted to ale, it may be
better obtained from an infufion or dccodtion
of it in wine or water, by which means the
medicine muff be more agreeable both to
the fight and palate of the patient, and will
be lefs in quantity: 3d, Minerals, as anti-
mony, mercury, iron, &c. may, with far
greater advantage to the patient, be given in
a folid form, as pills, bolus, or eleduary }

bscaufe they are fo much heavier than the
menflruum : 4th, Thofc perfons that are not
ufsd to drink ale in a morning, can ill dif*
Denfe with it when failing; : for it will cer-
rainly pall the appetite, and caufe dulnefs
and heavinefs all day : 5th, A conftant courfe
of purging phyfick for a month or fix weeks
together, without confinement, or a regulaf
way of living, is in my opinion a very ran-
dom kind of prefeription. It is next to im-
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Woods,

Minerals
bell given
without
chemical
prepara-
tion-

poffible, in an air fo very changeable as ours
is, but in fo long a time as lix weeks, a per-
fon muft take cold. By this means a diftem-
per muft be fo far from being cured, that
it muft frequently be fixed, and put out of
the power of medicines to remove. I have
often met with fevere cholics and inflam-
mations of the bowels from this caufe. But
for tipplers, and fuch as will take medicines
in no other form, the following medicines
may be agreeable: Fuller’s cerevifiae dauci
& arthritica; cerevif. Hydropica in the Phar-
mac. Pauperum, cerevif. diuretica in Bates,
&c.

All the aromatic woods, as guaiacum,
faftafras, farfaparilla, &c. promote infenfible
perfpiration, caufe fvveat, increafe the urine,
&c. and, when boiled in aq. calcis, become
very great driers, and are therefore very pro-
per in all dropfical diforders. Forms may be
met with in every Difpenfatory. The de-
codl. e lign. and the deft, e farfa in Fuller;
the half, polychreft. in the London Difpen-
fatory ; are ail very good medicines, &c.

Aloft of the minerals ufed in medicine
are powerful deobftruents, and a£l very
fafdy and gently, before they are too much
altered by the chcmift’s furnace. There is
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Grade
mercury.

no preparation of them, which is not rougher
than the fimples themfelves ; and the hazard
We run in taking them* is always proportioned
to the quicknefs of their operation j neither
is any diforder to be cured by any of them,
which Will not yield to the fimples them-
felves. For this reafon, many of the bell
phyficiahs (?) have confcantly given them
Without any chemical analyliSi Mercury,
heel*, antimony, &c. often prove more fuc-
cefsful, as they are taken out of the earth}
than when they have been tortured by the la-
boratory.

Bel lode [u) has abundantly demonilrated*
not from theory but many years experience*
that crude mercury is not only a fafe but
powerful medicine ; and is of opinion, that
it deferVes the name of a panacea* or uni-
Verfal medicine, better than any of thofe
which have been publhhed under that name.
He gives us hiftories of cures performed by
it in an inveterate pox, fchirrous and fero-
phulous tumors, the cholic, hone and gravel *

in gouty pains* and all cutaneous eruptions*
and affurcs us, that it may very fafely be
given in all nervous diforders, as apoplexies,

(?) See Sir Rich. Elackmore on the.3plce.-n, p. 74, &c.
(uj Hofpitai Surg. vch 2.



/DROPSY.
palfies, &c. There are not many medicines
to be met with among the mod (anguine of
the chemic writers, to which fo many noble
and different qualities are affigned ; and
would it always prove fuccefsful in the fore-
going cafes, mankind would not ftand in
need of any farther afliftance. Whether
it may or ought to be given in fuch large
quantities, and for fo long a time together,
as a late whimfical (x) writer, has made the
world believe, is what I fhall not here con-
fider, the fubjeCl having been already fo
well treated of by an experienced phy-
fician fy) 9 a gentleman and a good fchclar.
But, when mixed with fome gentle cathartic,
it generally anfwers our expectation. What
Bellofte joined with it I know not, but
Turner {z) gives it with pill. ruff, or pill,
coch. in fmall quantities, night and morn-
ing for many days together. Mr. Morgan
mixes rhubarb and cochineal with it, and
when given in the fame manner, fays it com-
monly proves an effectual, fate, and benign
diuretic (a ).

(*) T. Dover’s Antient Phyf. laft Legacy. (y) Dr.
Turner’s Anfwer to it. (z) Anfwer to Dr. Dover,
(a) Mechanic. Prac. of Phyf. p. 279.
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Steel.

Mineral
water.

The flings of feel, ground with fugar-
candy to an impalpable powder, have upon
trial anfwered beyond expectation, when
fome of the mod elaborate preparations of it
have proved ineffectual (^); nay the iron-
ftone itfelf (c), though it contains fo much
earth, is a medicine not at all inferior to fome
chemical productions.

What has been faid of fieel and mercury
may well be applied to more, if not all the
other metals and minerals ; fo that I fhall,
only cbferve farther, that when we read the
virtues and praifes of a favourite medicine
in a chemic author, we ought to make great
allowance for bigotry, and muff not be fur-
prized, if we do not always find it exactly
anfwer the character beftowed upon it.

When minerals in fubftance do not an-
fwer, there is a natural preparation of them,
which far exceeds all that chemiftry has
hitherto been able to invent. Dr. Syden-
ham is pofitive, when fteel in fubftance does
not give relief in hyfteric diforders, the green-
fcknefs, a fuppreflion of the menfes, or any
low fate of blood, that Chalybeate-waters,
drank at the fountain-head, will feldom or

(h)' See Pv. Blackmore, on the Spleen, p. 72*
( c) See Dr. Sydenham, Op. Med.
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never fail us. It is furprifing to obferve
what different effcts thcfe kind of, waters
have upon human bodies. Spaw-water is an
effectual medicine in a fuppreflion of the
mcnfes, and yet nothing more eafily, or
more effectually puts a flop to too great a
flux of them. I have already proved, that
thefe kind of waters are often proper in drop-
fical diforders; that thoufands are every
year cured by drinking them upon the fpot;
and fhall only make this one obfervatlon
farther, that they are of excellent ufe in
flrengthening a decayed and weakened con-
flitution, and arc therefore a mofl exceed-
ing proper and powerful medicine in pre-
venting a fecond flux of humours upon any
part, when the firfl by art has been carried
off or abated.

FINIS.
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