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LAWS, RULES, and ORDERS
FOR THE

GOVERNMENT
OF THE

WESTMINSTER
NEW LYING-IN HOSPITAL.

3fntrotiua(ott.

THIS Hofpital, which was militated in
the year 1765, was principally defigned
as an Afylum for the Wives of poor

induftrious Tradefmen, or diftreifed Houfe-
keepers, who either by unavoidable Misfortunes,
or the Burthen of large Families, might be
reduced to want, and rendered incapable of
bearing the Expences incident to the pregnant
and lying-in State: And alio for the Wives
of indigent Soldiers and Sailors ; the former.



particularly, being very numerous in and about
the City cf Weftminfter, where there is no
other charitable Refuge of this kind.

These were the purpofes for which the
Hofpital was originally intended; but the Go-
vernors having received many Reprefentations
of the fevere hardships fuftained by unmarried
Women, in the flate of Pregnancy, who are
not admitted into other Hofpitals, and reflect-
ing on the numerous Inftances where unfortu-
nate Women of this defcription, overwhelmed
with Shame, and deflitute of Friends, have
been tempted to deftroy themfelves or their
Infants, have unanimoufly refolved to admit
fuch of them to participate of the benefits of
this Charity as are found to be objedts of real
diflrefs. True Charity admits of Repentance,
and opens her benevolent Arms to every fpecies
of Wretchednefs: But while their Miferies are
alleviated, and the lives of their innocent Off-
fpring preferved, the greatest Care is taken by
the Governors to prevent the Operation of ill
Example, by keeping them in diflindt and fe-
parate Wards, and by confining the Indulgence
to the firfl; inftance of their Mifcondudh

That the benefits of this Charity may be
extended to pregnant Women in every degree



of diftrefs, the Governors have directed that
fuch as (hall prefer remaining with their Fami-
lies, or who cannot conveniently be removed,
{hall be delivered at their own Habitations,
and receive all necelfary Medicines and Medical
Affiftance.

And to render the Inflitution more ex-
tenfively ufeful, one of the Phyiicians at-
tends at the Hofpital, every Tuefday and
Friday, from eleven till twelve o’clock, to
give advice in the feveral Diforders incident to
Childbearing and Infancy.

<2loberninent of tfje Hofpital.

This Charity fhall be under the diredion
of a Prefident, Vice-Prefidents, a Treafurer,
and Governors; and fhall have the following

(Officers ant! IserPants.
A Prefident, whofe Office is for life.
Six Vice-Prefidents}

, - ..

A fit f. >chofen annually.A Trealurer ) J



A Chaplain.
Two Phyficians Men-Midwives in ordinary.
A confulting Phylician Man-Midwife.
A Phyfician extraordinary.
Two Surgeons.
Two Vffiting Apothecaries.
A Secretary.
A Matron.

Thefe Officers fhall be elected by the Go-
vernors, at a Quarterly or Special General
Meeting.

Midwives for delivering Patients at their
own Habitations.

Nurfes, and inferior Servants.
Thefe may be appointed and difcharged by a
Weekly Board of Governors, as the Occalions
of the Hofpital may require.

Qualifications atifc o!
anti

I. An Annual Subfcription of three Guineas
conftitutes a Governor, entitled to recommend
three In-Patients, three to be delivered at their
own Habitations, and any number for Advice ;



and to a Vote at Eledtions, and in all Matters
relating to the Government and Management
of the Hofpital.

2. An Annual Subfcription of five Guineas
entitles the Governor to recommend five In-
Patients, five to be delivered at their own Ha-
bitations, and any number for Advice; and to
a Vote at Elections, and in all Matters relating
to the Government and Management of the
Hofpital.

3. A Subfcription of thirty Guineas, at one
Payment, conftitutes the Subfcriber a Governor
for Life, entitled to recommend, yearly, three
In-Patients, three to be delivered at their own
Habitations, and any Number for Advice ; and
to a Vote at Eledtions, and in all Matters
relating to the Government of the Hofpital.

4. The Privilege of recommending Patients
is extended in proportion to the Subfcription.

5. A Subfcriber of two Guineas annually
is entitled to recommend two In-Patients, two
to be delivered at their own Habitations, and
the fame Number for Advice; but has no
Vote at Eledtions, or in the Management of
the Hofpital.



6. A Subfcriber of one Guinea annually
may recommend fix Out-Patients, to be de-
livered at their own Habitations, and any
Number for Advice.

7, A Subfcription of twenty Guineas, at
one time, entitles the Subfcriber, during life,
to the fame Privileges as an Annual Contribu-
tion of two Guineas; and

8. A Subfcription of ten Guineas, entitles
the Subfcriber to the fame Privileges, during
life, as an Annual Contribution of one Guinea.

9. No Governor or Subfcriber can have
more than one Patient in the Hofpital, or on
the Books for Admiffion, at one time.

10. No Annual Governor or Subfcriber can
be entitled to recommend Patients, unlefs his
or her Subfcription for the Current Year, be
paid within three Months after the Quarterly
Day on which it became due.

11. No Governor can be entitled to vote
on any Queftion, in which he is perfonally con-
cerned.

12. Governors {hall have the Power of
recommending Patients, and every other Pri-
vilege, from the time of their becoming Sub-



fcribers, except that of voting on any Queffion
relative to the Election of Officers, which they
cannot be entitled to do, until their Subfeription
jfliall have been paid three Calendar Months,
Subfcribers of thirty Guineas at a time ex-
cepted.

13. No Governor (hall have a right to vote
at any Meeting, until his Subfeription for the
current Year be paid.

14. No Officer receiving Salary, Fee, or
Reward from this Charity, ffiall be capable of
voting on any Qneftion as a Governor.

15. Lad ies. Peers, and Members of Par-
liament, and Governors at the diffimee of twenty
Miles, or upwards, from London, at the time
of any Election, may vote by Proxy, or by a
Letter to the Governors, fignifying for what
Candidate they mean to vote, provided the
Proxy or Letter be dated after the declaration
of the Vacancy, and that the name of the
Candidate be fpecified in fuch Proxy or Letter,
either in Print, or in the Hand Writing of the
Governor whofe Vote it purports to contain.



Hotwmrp

Persons who have rendered eflential Ser-
vice to the Charity, may be elected Honorary
Governors, for life, at any General Meeting ;

and fuch Honorary Governors (hall have the
fame Privileges as Governors for life by Sub-
feription.

SBernfaSors.

The Names of fuch Governors or Bene-
factors as (hall fubferibe or bequeath a Sum
of thirty Guineas, or upwards, at one time,
jfhall be inferibed in the Tablets placed in the
Board Room; and the Sums fo fubferibed
(hall be laid out in the purchafe of fuch Go-
vernment Securities, and in the names of fuch
Truftees, as the Governors at a Quarterly
General Meeting (hall direCt ; of which Truf-
tees the Treafurer, for the time being, (hall be
one ; and the Dividends and Intereft thereof
{ball be received by the Treafurer, and applied



towards the current Expences of the Charity :

but the Governors at a General Meeting, fhall
have power, on any emergent Occafion, to
diredt the Application of any part of the Capital
to the neceflary Expenditure of the Hofpital.

General
A Quarterly General Meeting fhall be held

at the Hofpital four times in the year, viz. on
the firfl Thurfday in March, June, September
and December ; public Notice of which Meet-
ings fhall be given in one or more of the
Newfpapers; and the Secretary fhall alfo fend
a Letter or Summons to each Governor, at
leaf: five Days before every fuch Meeting.

Special General Meetings may be held by
Appointment of the Quarterly General Meetings,
or the Weekly Board, after mentioned, or on the
requisition of the Treafurer, or any five of the
Governors, fignified to the Weekly Board, in
Writing under his or their Hands, exprefling
the Purpofe of affembling the fame; the time
of holding of which Meeting fhall be adver-
tifed, and notice thereof, and of the Bufinefs
to be then tranfatled, fhall be fent to each



Governor, at Icaffc five Days before fuch Meet-
ing-

No other Bufinefs (hall be proceeded on
at any Special Meeting, than that which {hall
be exprefled in fuch Notice.

The Hour of every Quarterly or Special
General Meeting {hall be Twelve o’Clock at
Noon ; and no Bufinefs {hall be tranfadted
unlefs five Governors at the lead; be prefent.

The Governors attending at any General
Meeting {hall chufe a Chairman for the Day,
in cafe the Prefident, Vice Prefidents, and Trea-
furer be abfent, or {hall decline taking the
Chair.

Every Perfon fpeaking 11jail addrefs him-
felf to the Chair; not more than one Perfon
{hall be allowed to fpeak at a time; and if two
Perfons offer to fpeak at the fame time, the
Chairman {hall decide which of them {hall be
allowed to fpeak firfi.

If any Governor {hall digrefs from the
Point in Quefiion, he {hall be called to order
by the Chairman.

Any Governor who fpeaks to Order {hall
be firfi heard.



No Governor fhall be allowed to fpeak
more than twice on any Subject, unlefs to
explain himfelf, or by way of reply to New
Matter fpoken in anfwer to him, unlefs by
leave of the Chairman.

All Quefiions fhall be determined by hold-
ing up of Hands, or by a Ballot, if required
by three Governors; and if the Numbers be
equal, the Chairman fhall have the calling
Vote, in addition to his Vote or Ballot as a
Governor.

At every Quarterly Meeting, the Minutes
of the lafl preceding Quarterly Meeting, and
of all Special General Meetings and Weekly
Boards fubfequent thereto, fhall be read ; and
their feveral Refolutions, and the Proportions
recommended by them, fhall be confirmed, or
difallowed, before any other Bufinefs be pro-
ceeded upon.

The Quarterly General Meeting to be held
in March fhall eledt the Vice Prefidents, and
Treafurer, and appoint a Committee of twelve
Governors, to conflitute a Weekly Board, two
of whom fhall be nominated Auditors; and at
every Quarterly Meeting, two Governors fhall
be appointed Infpedtors for the enfuing Quarter;



to all of whom Notice of their Appointment
fball be forthwith lent by Letter from the
Secretary.

No Quarterly General Meeting fhall be
adjourned, until the Chairman fhall have put
the Queflion whether any Governor has any
thing to propofe for the good of the Charity.

As foon as the Bufmefs of any General
Meeting fhall be finifhed, the rough Minutes
of the Proceedings fhall be read by the Secre-
tary, and figned by the Chairman.

©Ecefclp BoaiU
A Weekly Board, confifHng of any Number

of the Committee to be annually appointed in
March, and of fuch other Governors as may
pleafe to attend, fhall be held at the Hofpital
every Tuefday, at Twelve o’Clock.

The Bulinefs of the Weekly Board fhall
be to admit and difeharge all Patients; to exa-
mine all Bills for Provifions, or other neceffaries
delivered for the ufe of the Hofpital j to order
Payment of fuch Bills as are approved; to
receive from the Trealurer, at the proper times,
his Accounts and Vouchers, and refer the fame



to be examined by the Auditors, previous to
every Quarterly General Meeting; to appoint,
from time to time. Midwives for delivering
Patients at their own Habitations, and alfo
Nurfes, and other inferior Servants, and dif-
charge them as often as there fhall be occafion ;

and to give fuch Inflrudions and Orders as they
fhall think neceffiary for the direction of the
Affairs of the Hofpital, fo far as may be con-
fident with the General Laws and Regulations
of the Charity.

The Chair fhall be taken at Twelve o’Clock,
and the Minutes of the preceding Weekly
Board fhall be firfl read. The Admiffion and
difcharge of Patients fhall next be proceeded
on, in refpedl to which the following Rules
fhall be obferved.

I. No Letter of Recommendation fhall be
received after Eleven o’Clock.

11. Previous to the Meeting of the Board,
the Secretary fhall examine the Letters of Re-
commendation which have been preferred, and
if any of the Governors who have figned fuch
Letters fhall have a Patient within the Houfe,
or on the Books for Admiffion, or if his or
her Subfcription for the Current Year fhall be



more than three Months in arrear, the Secre-
tary {hall fend the Woman fo recommended,
with a Letter to fuch Governor, informing
that fhe cannot be admitted until the former
Patient be difcharged, or the Subfcription in
Arrear paid.

IIL The Secretary fhall mark on each Let-
ter the Day on which the fame was prefented.
The Letters fhall then be delivered to the
Phyficians attending, who fhall fubfcribe at
the bottom of each Letter the time of the
refpedbive Patient’s reckoning, in three Clafles,
viz. Thofe who reckon between the firft and
tenth days of the Month, inclufive, fhall be
fet down as reckoning the beginning of the
Month; thofe between the eleventh and twen-
tieth, inclufive, as reckoning the middle of the
Month ; and thofe between the twenty-firft and
lafl day of the Month, inclufive, as reckoning
the end of the Month: and if it fhall at any
time happen that none of the Phyficians are
prefent, the Matron fhall take the Accounts
of the Patient’s reckonings, and deliver them
to the Secretary, who fhall enter the Names
of the Patients in a Book to be kept for that
purpofe, with the Names of the Governors who



recommended them, in the Order in which the
Women are expelled to be delivered.

IV. As foon as the Chair is taken, a Lift
both of the In and Out-Patients who are to be
difeharged fhall be delivered to the Chairman.
The Matron fhall then be called in, and afked
how the former have behaved, during their Stay
in the Hofpital. The Women fhall then be
called in feparately, and queftioned by the Chair-
man refpedively how they have been treated in
the Houfe, or at their Habitations, and whether
any thing has been demanded or taken of them.
If any Complaint be made, the Subjed fhall be
enquired into by the Board, before the Patient
be difeharged; and if any Patient has behaved
ill, her Name fhall he entered on the Black
Lift, which will exclude her from ever receiving
the future benefit of the Hofpital ; but if there
be no Complaint, a Letter of thanks fhall be
given to the Patient, to be carried immediately to
the Governor by whom fhe was recommended;
and a Paper fhall be given her to be delivered to
the Minifter the flrft time fhe goes to Church,
to return God thanks for her fafe delivery.

V. When the Patients are difeharged, the
Secretary is to fort the recommendatory Letters



into their proper daffies, and to report to the
Board the number of Vacancies in the Hof-
pital.

VI. The Vacancies fhall be filled up by
Patients in the firff Clafs. If there be more
Patients in the firft Clafs than there are Vacan-
cies, the whole number of Patients in that
Clafs fhall ballot for Admiffion, by drawing
.Red and White Balls; for which purpofe as
many White Balls fhall be put into the Ballot-
ing Box as there are Vacancies, and as many
Red Balls as with the White Balls fhall make
up the number of Patients balloting. Thofe
drawing the White Balls fhall receive Orders
for Admiffion when in Labor; and the recom-
mendatory Letters of thofe drawing the Red
Balls are to be marked with an (R) and deli-
vered back to thofe Patients, with Diredlions
to come again the next Board Day; and if
they do not then attend, they will lofe their
turn of Balloting; and the next in Order of
reckoning fhall take their Places.

VII. The Patients who fhall draw White
Balls, and be entitled to Orders of Admiffion,
fhall be fupplied with a printed form of an
Affidavit of their Settlement, which fhall be



filled up by the Secretary, Gratis, and mull be
fworn before a Magillrate, and left at the
Hofpital.

VIII. No Order of Admifiion fhall be given
to any Patient but fuch as have balloted and
drawn a White Ball; and no Patient can be
admitted unlefs fhe has received fuch Order
from the Board: And if any Woman be
convifted of giving a falfe Reckoning, to im-
pofe upon the Charity, fhe fhall be deprived
of the Benefit of the Hofpital.

The Bufinefs of admitting and difcharging
Patients being ended, the Board fhall proceed
to examine all Bills, for Provifions, Drugs, and
other incidental Matters, delivered into the
Houfe, in the Courfe of the preceding Week;
to receive Reports from the vifiting Apothe-
caries, and Infpedlors ; to require from the
Matron an Account of fuch things as may be
wanted in the Courfe of the following Week,
and to order fuch as they fhall approve 3 to
examine the Auditor’s Report on the Trea-
furer’s Accounts, previous to each Quarterly
Meeting; to attend to all Bufinefs recom-
mended to them by the General Meetings ; and
to receive and difcufs fuch Propofitions as may



be made by any Governor prefent; the Chair-
man always putting the Queftion before ad-
journing the Board, Whether any Governor
has any thing to propofe for the good of the
Charity.

Minutes of the Proceedings of the Weekly
Board fhall be taken by the Secretary, and read
as foon as the Bulinefs is finifhed, and fhall
then be ligned by the Chairman.

3fnfpectors.
The Infpeddors, to be appointed at each

Quarterly General Meeting, fhall attend twice
a Week at the Hofpital, or oftner if they think
proper, to enquire into the Behaviour of the
Officers, Pupils, Servants, and Patients, the
Quantity and Quality of the Provifions, and all
other Matters relative to the internal Manage-
ment of the Hofpital and report the fame to
the Weekly Board, with any Obfervations that
may occur to them thereon.

Crratum-

.

The Treafurer fhall receive all Subfcrip-
tions. Benefactions, Legacies, and other Sums



of Money that may be paid on Account of this
Charity; and fhall lay out all Benefadlions of
Thirty Guineas and upwards, and any other
Sums that may be directed by the Quarterly
General Meetings, in the Purchafe of fuch
Government Securities, and in the Names of
fuch Truflees, as they fhall think proper, of
whom the Treafureris always to be one ; and he
fhall alfo pay fuch Bills, Salaries, Wages, Gra-
tuities, and other Payments, as fhall be directed
by any General Meeting, or by an Order of
the Weekly Board, figned by three Governors.

He fhall keep regular Accounts of all his
Receipts and Difburfements for the Charity,
and exhibit fuch Accounts, with Vouchers for
the fame to the Weekly Board, on the
Board Day next but one preceding every Quar-
terly General Meeting, to be examined by the
Auditors, preparatory to their being laid before
fuch Meeting.

There fhall be two different Locks and
Keys of the Poor’s Box, one of which fhall be
in the Cuflody of the Treafurer, and the other
of the Secretary 5 and the Money fhall be taken
out on the Weekly Board Day next before each
Quarterly General Meeting, in the Prefence of



one of the Committee, and be carried to thd
Treafurer’s General Account of Receipts.

auditors.
The Auditors, to be nominated at the

Quarterly General Meeting in March, fhall
receive from the Weekly Board, on the Board
Day next but one before every Quarterly Gene-
ral Meeting, a State of the Treafurer’s Accounts
unaudited, together with the Vouchers; and
fhall examine the fame, and make their report
thereon, at the next Board Day, in order to be
laid before fuch General Meeting.

Cfmplam,
The Chaplain fhall baptize the Children

born in the Hofpital, and keep a Regifler of
their Births and Baptifms, and of the Names of
their Parents and perform the Office of
Churching the Women.

No Child fhall be removed out of the
Hofpital before it has been baptized and regis-
tered.



burgeons, anti spo-
tfncamsi.

Every Phyfician of this Hofpital mufl be
a Member of the Royal College of Phyficians
in London.

One of the Phyficians Men Midwives in
ordinary fhall attepd at the Hofpital every
Weekly Board Day, by half part Eleven o’clock,
to examine the Patients recommended, and
mark on the Letters of recommendation their
refpedtive Times of reckoning.

One of the faid Phyficians fhall alfo attend
every Friday, at Twelve o’clock, to give Advice
to fuch Out Patients as fhall then be recom-
mended by Governors or Subfcribers, for relief
in the feveral Diforders incident to Child-
bearing and Infancy j and alfo to preferibe for
fuch Poor Women, or their Infants, as may
be unable to obtain Letters of recommendation,
and fhall offer themfelves as Objects in great
Diftrefs, for advice only.

The Phyficians Men Midwives in ordi-
nary fhall, by Rotation, deliver the Patients in



all difficult Cafes, upon receiving proper notice
for that Purpofe from the Matron.

In Cafes of imminent Danger, the con-
fulting Phyfcians may be lent for, to give their
Affiftance in conjunction with the attending
Phylician Man Midwife in ordinary.

If any Patient, while in the Hofpital, lhall
be afflicted with any difeafe not refulting from
Pregnancy, notice lhall immediately be lent to
the Phylician extraordinary* to take charge of
fuch Patient.

Any Medical Officer of the Charity may
call a Confultation, in every Cafe where the
Safety of his Patient may require it.

The Surgeons lhall be fent for, as occalion
may require, to give their Affiltance in fuch
Cafes as properly come within their Province.

The vifiting Apothecaries lhall attend fre-
quently, by Rotation, to fee that the Medicines
be good, and properly prepared, and to deliver
to the Weekly Board a Lift of fuch Drugs as
may be wanted.

gwetarp-
The Secretary lhall attend all General

Meetings, Committees, and Weekly Boards *



and take Minutes of their Proceedings, and
enter the fame in proper Books.

He Brail fend a Letter to each annual Sub-
fcriber when his or her Subfcription for the
Current Year is due; and Brail lay before every
Quarterly Meeting a Lift of the Subfcriptions
due the preceding Quarter Day.

He ftiall keep the Accounts of the Plof-
pital, in a methodical Manner ; and file all
Bills, Receipts, Affidavits, Certificates, and
other Papers, in regular Order, at the Hofpital,
that the fame may be infpedled at any time by
the Governors.

iWatron.
The Matron Brail be a fingle Woman well

Bailed in the Practice of Midwifery: She
Brail conftantly refide in the Houfe, and diredl
the Oeconomy of it: She Brail attend the
Delivery ofall Patients, and Brail not be allowed
to pradtife out of the Hofpital.

In all Cafes of difficulty, Bre Brail fend for
one of the Phyficians Men Midwives in ordi-
nary, and ftridlly follow his directions re-
fpedting the Treatment of the Patients.



She fhall take Care that the Nurfes, and
other inferior Servants, execute their refpedtive
Duties, and that the Pupils and Patients con-
form to the Rules of the Plofpital; and in Cafe
of their NegleCt, or Mifbehaviour, fhe fball
acquaint the Weekly Board therewith.

She fhall lay before the Board the feveral
Tradefmen’s Bills, for Provilions and other
Necelfaries delivered for the ufe of the Hof-
pital; (firft examining the fame to fee if they
correfpond with the Articles delivered) and
fhall report any DefeCt in the Quantity or Qua-
lity thereof.

She fball not receive any Patient into the
Hofpital, without an Order from the Weekly
Board, f gned by the Secretary; and fhall mark
on each Order the Day of the Patient’s
Admiffion.

She fhall take care that every Patient be
clean in her Perfon and Apparel, at the time of
her Admiffion, and free from any infectious
diflemperj and that fhe be provided with a
proper change of Linen for herfelf and Child.

She fhall enter, every day, in a Book to be
kept for that purpofe, the number of Patients
on different Diets, and all Extraordinaries for



them, for which £he muft produce an Order
from one of the Phyiicians, or the Surgeons,
as her Voucher.

She fhall keep a Book, in which fhe fhall,
every Week, fet down fuch things as fhe fhall
think neceflary to be provided for the ufe of
the Hofpital in the Courfe of the following
Week, and fhall lay the fame before the Board,
on every Board Day, for their diredions thereon.

She fhall take Care of all Goods and Fur-
niture committed to her Charge, and deliver
an Inventory thereof to the Secretary, Yearly,
at Chriftmas ; and all additional Articles fhall,
from time to time, be entered on fuch Lift.

She fhall take care that the Provifions of
the Houfe be properly and frugally applied,
according to the Tables of Diet, hung up in
each Ward ; and that none of them be carried
out of the Hofpital, wafted, or embezzled.

She fhall not leave the Hofpital, at any
time, while the Houfe Pupil is abfent from it.

She fhall read Prayers in one of the Wards
every Morning and Evening, at which all the
Patients who are able fhall be required to
attend.



She fhall take care of the Cloaths and
Money of any Patient dying in the Hofpital,
and report the fame to the next Weekly Board,
to be difpofed of as they fhall think proper.

pupils.
The Phyficians Men Midwives inordinary

fhall be permitted the privilege of taking Pupils,
(previoufly qualified by attending Ledures on
the Theory and Practice of Midwifery) who
may attend this Hofpital towards their further
Improvement, under the following Regulations :

No Pupil fhall at any time be admitted
without having attended at leafl two Courfes
of Ledures in Midwifery.

Every Pupil, before he is admitted, mufl
be examined by the Phyficians Men Midwives
in ordinary, and produce a Certificate from
them of being duly qualified for Admifiion;
which Certificate fhall be left with the Matron,
and be by her reported to the enfuing Weekly
Board.

There may be one Houfe Pupil refiding
in the Hofpital, who fhall be engaged for not
lefs than three Months, and may board at the



Matron’s Table, paying for his Board, to the
Treafurer, three Months in advance, at the
rate of ten Shillings and ftxpence per Week, in
which {hall not be included Tea, Wine, or
Porter.

The Houfe Pupil {hall not leave the Hof-
pital, at any time, while the Matron is abfent
from it.

He ihall prepare fuch Medicines for the
Patients as {hall be prefcribed or ordered by
the Phyficians.

He {hall not be allowed to adminifter Medi-
cines to the Out-Patients, unlefs they be pre-
fcribed by one of the Phyficians.

He {hall keep a Book of the Number of
In-Patients, and the time of their being ad-
mitted ; and lay, Weekly, before the Board, a
Lift of fuch as the Phyficians Men Midwives
ihall think fit to be difcharged.

He {hall place a Card over the Bed of each
Patient, containing her Name, the date of her
Admiffion, and by whom recommended.

Not more than one Pupil at a time {hall,
on any pretence whatever, prefume to go into
any of the Wards of the Hofpital; nor {hall

any Pupil enter the Wards except with one



of the Phylicians Men Midwives, or the
Matron; and if any Pupil {hall prefume to a&

contrary to this Order, fuch Pupil {hall be
immediately difmiffed from the Hofpital, and
excluded from any farther Privilege of attend-
ing the fame.

Women delimits of improving themfelves
in the Practice of Midwifery, and having pre-
vioufly attended two Courfes of Ledtures on
that Science, may be permitted to reiide in
the Houfe, and to receive fuch further Inftruc-
tions from the Phyhcians Men Midwives as
may duly qualify them for Practice; but not
more than two female Pupils {hall relide in the
Houfe at a time.

Such Female Pupils may board at the
Hofpital, and dine at the Matron’s Table,
paying into the Hands of the Treafurer, for
their Board, ten {hillings and fixpence per
Week, to be applied to the ufe of the Hofpital.

Not more than one Pupil at a time {hall,
on any Account, be permitted to vilit one
Patient; and no Pupils {hall be ever admitted,
excepting fuch as are already mentioned, and
who are immediately under the Direction of
the Phyficians Men Midwives in ordinary.



Jturfcs anti otljer inferior i^crtmnts.
They Hiall obey fuch Directions as they

fhall receive from the Phyficians, or Matron,
relative to the Care of the Patients ; and fhall
not prefame, on any Account whatever, to
aCI contrary to fuch Orders, or to direCt any
Medicine, or Application, of their own accord.

They fhall behave with tendernefs to the
Patients, with civility to Strangers, and with
due refpeCt to the Governors of the Charity.

In Cafe any Patient fhall refufe to comply
with the Orders of the Houfe, or in any way
mifbehave herfelf, the Nurfe fhall immediately
acquaint the Matron, who fhall report the fame
to the Weekly Board.

They fhall not permit the Patients to go
out of their Wards, without leave from the
Matron.

They fhall fweep and clean their Wards
every day, before Seven o’clock in the Morning
from the firft of March to the firfl of October,
and before Nine o’clock from the firfl of
October to the firft of March.



In Cafe of the Death of any Patient, they
fhall immediately deliver to the Matron, in
the prefence of one or more of the Patients
in the Wards, the Cloaths and Money of fuch
deceafed Perfon.

The Nurfes fhall take care that all the
Patients be in their refpeCtive Beds by nine
o’clock in the Winter, and ten in the Summer;,
and that no Candles be burning in their Wards
after thofe hours.

The Night Nurfe fhall vifit the feveral
Wards every hour, to know if any of the
Patients require her Affiftance.

The Nurfes or Servants fhall not be per-
mitted to have Vifitors to flay with them above
an Hour at a time; and no Vifitor fhall be
treated with the Hofpital Provifions, nor any
Linen be wafhed in the Houfe but fuch as
belongs to the Officers, Servants, or Patients,
in the Hofpital.

They fhall ftri&ly obey all directions which
they may receive from the Matron; they
fhall not go out of the Houfe without her leave;
and fhall take Care to return fober, and in due
time.



A Copy of thefe Orders fhall be hung up
in the moft confpicuous part of each Ward,
that none may plead Ignorance thereof.

Diet for Officers anti §?ertmnts in
tlje i»ufe.

The Provifions for the Matron, Pupils,
and Servants, fhall be in the proportions of
a Pound of Meat, two Ounces of Butter, and
two Ounces of Cheefe per day, with a propor-
tionate allowance of Bread and Table Beer to
each ; and the Hour of Dinner fhall be half
after two o’Clock,

patients.
No Patient fhall be admitted without a

Letter of Recommendation from a Governor
or Subfcriber. All fuch Letters fhall be de-
livered at the Hofpital, on the day of the Weekly
Board, before Eleven o’Clock, and none fhall
be received after that hour.

The Patients fhall receive their Admiffion
and Difcharge, agreeably to the Rules before



laid down for regulating the Bufinefs of the
Weekly Board.

No Patient can be admitted unlefs fhe be
clean in her Perfon and Apparel, and free from
any infectious diforder; nor without a proper
change of Linen for herfelf and Child.

If any Patient entered on the Lift for Ad-
miftion fhall not come into the Hofpital within
three Months from the end of her time of
Reckoning, fhe fhall be ftruck off the Lift,
and not admitted without a new Recom-
mendation.

No allowance fhall be made to any Patient
who fhall not come into the Hofpital, other
than Attendance and Medicines to fuch Out-
Patients as fhall be recommended to be delivered
at their own Habitations, or for Advice and
Medicines.

No Patient after her Admiftion, fhall go
out of the Houfe, without leave in Writing
from the Phyficians, or Matron; and if any one

having obtained fuch Permiftion do prefume
to lie out of the Hofpital, without the appro-
bation of the Weekly Board, fhe fhall imme-
diately be difeharged for Irregularity.



Those Patients who are well, and able,
lhall be directed by the Matron to affid: the
Nurfes, or to do any other Bulinefs, as occalion
lhall require; and lhall alfo, at proper times,
be employed to make and mend Linen for the
ufe of the Hofpital, or, on refufal, lhall be dif-
charged.

Every Patient lhall fuckle her Child during
her day in the Hofpital, unlefs otherwife direc-
ted by the Phylicians, on account of her health;
and no Patient lhall be differed to go out of
the Hofpital without her Child, nor before it
has been baptized.

The Patients lhall breakfad at eight in
the Morning in Summer, and at nine in Win-
ter ; and lhall dine at one o’Clock, and fup at

feven in the Evening; &nd their Diet lhall
be as follows:

Allowing to thofe who are on full Diet
half a Pound of Meat, when dreffed, a Penny
Loaf, and three Pints of fmall Beer a Day,
and twelve Ounces of Butter or Cheefe per
Week.

Low Diet,

Veal or Mutton Broth, Water-^Gruel
Caudle,



Common Diet*

Veal or Mutton Broth, Beer Caudle,
boiled Mutton or Veal, Bread and Cheefe,
Milk Pottage.

Full Diet.

Broth, boiled Mutton or Beef, Bread and
Cheefe, Milk Pottage, Trotters,

A Table of Diet for the Patients, and the
Quantities thereof, fhall be hung up in each
Ward, for the information of the Women;
and alfo a Table of inch other Rules as are
proper to be hung up in the Wards.

The Patients fhall go to Bed at Nine
o’Clock in the Summer, and ten in the Winter.

No Liquors or Proviilons of any kind (hall

be brought to the Patients, by their Friends,
without leave from the Phyficians.

Any Patient tranfgreffing thefe Rules and
Orders is liable to be expelled, by the Phyfi-
cians. Weekly Board, or Infpedtors, and never
to be admitted again on any Recommendation
whatever.



All Patients who think themfelves aggriev-
ed by any Perfon in the Hofpital, are to apply
for redrefs to the Weekly Board.

If any of the Patients, or their Children,
fhall die in the Hofpital, the Matron fhall give
immediate Notice thereof to their Relations or
Friends, if known; and if they do not take
care to have them buried, they fhall be buried
in the cheapeft manner at the expence of the
Hofpital.

2.jnng4u MlartiS.
Separate Wards fhall be appropriated to

the reception of fuch Patients as are fingle
Women ; who fhall not be allowed to affociate
or mix with the other Patients in the Hofpital,
except during the time ofreading Prayers.

Ladies who are Governors and Subfcribers
to this Hofpital may, at any Time, vifit the
Lying-in Wards; and fuch Vifitations will
be efleemed a favor done to the Charity.

(Outpatients.
No Out-Patient fhall be entered in the

Hofpital Books, unlefs fhe fhall prefent a Letter



of Recommendation, ligned by a Governor or
Subfcriber; and all fuch Letters lhall be de-
livered to the Hofpital on the Day of the
Weekly Board, at eleven o’Clock, and none
(hall be received after that Hour.

Patients recommended to be delivered
at their own Habitations, lhall be attended by
a Ikilful Midwife, to be appointed by the Phy-
licians Men Midwives in ordinary, as near as
conveniently may be to each Patient’s Reli-
dence; and lhall receive a Ticket from the
Board, figned by the Secretary, which will
entitle them, when in Labour, to fend for fuch
Midwife: and in any cafe of neceffity one of
the Phyficians Men Midwives in ordinary lhall
attend, on being fent for by the Midwife.

All Out-Patients lhall bring Bottles or
Gallipots, to receive their Medicines.

Out-Patients lhall receive their dif-
charge agreeably to the Rules before laid down
for regulating the bulinefs of the Weekly
Board.

Any Out-Patient neglecting to attend re-
gularly, or who lhall not ItriCtly follow the
Directions of the Phyficians, lhall be Itruck
off the Hofpital Books, and never again be



received as an Out-Patient, on any Recom-
mendation whatever.

to patients.
No Vifitor to any of the Patients undelivered

ffiall be permitted to be with them in any Part
of the Houfe, but the Hall ; or to flay longer
than half an hour ; and neither the Huiband
nor any other Perfon belonging to the Patient,
ffiall be admitted into any of the Wards, on
any Account, without leave in Writing from
the Weekly Board, or one of the Phylicians.

No Perfon ffiall vifit any of the Patients
who are delivered, till one Week after their
Delivery ; and no Vhitor ffiall then be admit-
ted, without Permiffion in Writing from the
Weekly Board, or Phyfician.

Vacancies, Canbtoates, a«b
elections.

All Elections of Officers at a Quarterly
or Special General Meeting fhall be determined
by holding up of hands, or by Ballot, if a
Ballot be demanded by three Governors, in



which Cafe the Ballot fhall open at twelve
p’Clock and clofe at three; and if there be an
equal Number of Votes for any two or more
Candidates, including thofe given by Proxy
or Letter, the Chairman fhall have the call-
ing Vote, in addition to his Vote as a Gover-
nor, fubjed to the Regulations before ex-
preffed relative to the Qualifications of Go-
vernors.

On a Vacancy happening, the fame fhall
be declared at the firfl Weekly Board after it
has taken place; and the Day of Eledion fhall
then be appointed, which fhall be at leafl One
Month, and not more than two Months, after
the Declaration of the Vacancy.

When the Vacancy has been declared.
Candidates may offer themfelves to the Weekly
Board j and fuch as appear eligible fhall have
their Names inferted in the Minutes; But no
Perfon fhall be admitted a Candidate unlefs he
or fhe fhall offer him or herfelf to the Weekly
Board, and be accepted as a Candidate, on or
before the Board Day but one next preceding
the Day of Eledion.



ilules for an Cleftioit tip Ballot.
Previous to the Day of Election, the

Secretary fhall provide a compleat Alphabetical
Lift of Governors having a Right to vote.

On the Day of Election, the Chairman
fhall firft order the Names of the Candidates
to be read, together with all Minutes made
by the feveral Weekly Boards refpedling the
Election. The Names of the Candidates ad-
mitted, fhall then be entered in the Minutes
of that Day, and be ballotted for accordingly.

Balloting Papers of equal fize fhall be
provided, with the Names of the feveral Can-
didates printed or written upon them.

One or more Glaftes, with the Tops co-
vered with Leather, fhall be provided, with
a fufficient opening to receive the Balloting
Papers.

The Chairman fhall appoint two Gover-
nors to receive the Ballots, and two more to
mark off, on the Lift of Governors, the Names
of thofe voting.

The Balloting Glaftes fhall be placed in
fome confpicuous part of the Room; and the



Governors appointed to them {hall not receive
the Ticket of the Balloting Governor, till his
Name {hall be marked off in the Lift.

When the Ballot is clofed, the Glaftes
{hall be placed before the Chairman.

Two Papers {hall be prepared, with co-
lumns, and intrufted to the Care of two Gover-
nors, who are to mark down under each
Candidate’s name, the Votes declared in their
Favor.

Files {hall be provided to receive the
Balloting Papers for each Candidate, and one
Governor appointed to each File.

The Chairman {hall examine the Letters
and Proxies, declare the Name of the Candidate
for whom each Vote is intended, and deliver
them to be placed on the refpeCtive Files; firft
marking off the Names in the Alphabetical
Lift of Governors entitled to vote.

If two Proxies of the fame Governor be
produced by oppofite Candidates, they {hall
both be void, unlefs it be proved to the Satis-
faction of the Chairman that only one of them
bears the genuine ftgnature of fuch Governor,
or that the Proxy firft iftued was intended by
fuch Governor to be cancelled.



The Chairman {hall then open the Balloting
GlafTes, and take out the Papers one by one,
naming the Candidate exprdfed therein; and
deliver them to be put on the proper Files.

When all the Balloting Papers are filed,
the Numbers for each Candidate {hall be care-
fully caft up, and declared; and if there be
any difference in the numbers, on calling up
the two Papers, they {hall again be checked
off, by the Letters and Balloting Papers on
the Files, if necefiary.

As foon as the Numbers are determined,
they fhall be entered in the Minutes, oppofite
to the Names of the refpeflive Candidates; and
the Candidate who has the Majority {hall be
declared by the Chairman, and minuted in the
Books, duly defied.

General 3tatoo.
No Nurfe, Servant, or any other Perfon

belonging to the Hofpital, fhall prefume to
take of any Patient, Servant, Stranger or others,
any Fee, Reward, or Gratuity of any kind,
for any Service done, or to be done, on Account



of the Hofpital, on pain of being immediately
difcharged.

An Infcription in large Letters fhall be
placed up in each Ward, to caution the Patients
againft offering, and the Nurfes and Servants
again ft receiving, any Gratuity whatever, from
the Patients or their Friends.

No Matron, Nurfe, or other Perfon be-
longing to this Hofpital, fhall be allowed to
maintain her or their Children, or other
Dependants, within or at the Charge of the
Hofpital.

If any of the Nurfes, Servants, or other
Perfons in the Houfe, fhall convey out of it
any Provifions, or other things belonging to
the Hofpital, they fhall be immediately dif-
charged; and neither they, nor any other
Officer or Servant who fhall be difcharged,
fhall be readmitted on any Account whatever.

Every Nurfe, and other Servant, fhall
be acquainted, at the time of being hired, that
they are to do any Bufinefs that the Neceffity
of the Charity requires, though not in the par-
ticular Station for which they are hired.

All the Laws, Orders, and Regulations
of the Hofpital fhall be ftri<ftly obeyed, and



performed; an no new Law, Regulation, or
Order, a£Fe6ling the Government of this Cha-
rity, or any Alteration of thofe exiting, {hall
be valid, unlefs the fame {hall be propofed at
a Weekly Board, or General Meeting of the
Governors; and be by them recommended to
a Special or Quarterly General Meeting; and
unlefs the particular Law, Regulation, Order
or Alteration fo recommended, (hall be Rated
in the Summons fent to the Governors, and
{hall be adopted at fuch General Meeting, and
confirmed at a fubfequent one.

FINIS.
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