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T O

Claudius Amyand, Efq\
Serjeant Surgeon to His M AJE s TY.

HHE Benefit I formerly received from
your Anatomical Leßures,

and the Ufe-
ful Inftrudions in the ART 1 profete,
added to the Friendfhip with which

you have been fince pleated to favour me,
encouraged the liberty I take in Addreffing this
to you. My Intent is only to offer a Method
in the Cure of this Difeafe, equally Effedual,
and lefs dangerous than what is commonly
Pradifed 5 and I hope fuch a Defign alone will
not only juftify the Undertaking to yourfelf,
but to every induftrious Improver of this ART.
I have no view of recommending to the World
any particular Remedy of my own, under the
Pompous Title of Sfecificks but to demonftrate
the Certainty of Curing this Diftemper, from
a juft Confideration of Animal oeconomy, and
the abfolute Properties of fuch Medicines, as by
long Experience have been found Succefsfui.
The Manner of Treating this Subjeft, may not



be fo acceptable to thole who have not been
Converfant in Studies of that Nature 5 but the
Satisfaction I received my felf, from Authors
who have endeavoured to ellablilh Medicine
upon the folid Foundation of Mechanick Prin-
ciples, and the favourable Reception it has uni-
versally met with, induced me to handle this
in' the fame Manner, as the only means of re-
ducing it to fome Reafon and Certainty. I am
Satisfied I could not offer this to one whofe
Sagacity and Induflry in improving the ART
he profelfeth, is more confpicuous than your own 5
and whofe good Will to his Fellow-Creatures, is
continually exciting fome ufeful Difcovery for
the Relief of thofe Accidents human Nature is
expofed too 5 and Ihould this fmall Treatife
afford the leafl hint to a future Improvement,
I fhall think my felf fufiiciently recompenced for
the attempt. I am afraid to have detained
you too long, and therefore conclude, leafl

,—- in publica commoda peccem ,

Si longo Sermone morer tua tempora

And am.
SIR,

Tout mojl obliged humble Servant,

j. s.



A

Mechanical Differtation
Upon the CURE of the

LUES VENEREA.
O S T Authors who have
delivered any thing to u$

upon this SubjeQ:., have
mis-fpent a great part of

their Time, in attempting to difeo-
ver the Rife and Progrefs of the
Vijiemper, through the feveral Na-
tions infefled with it: Such Authors.,
may indeed, be curious tothofe who
would compile an exaft Chronology
of Dileales * but to one, whole
Profedion and Study, ought to lead



him to inveftigate the Nature, Caufc
and Cure, for the Benefit of his
Fellow -Creatures, this Speculation
is ufelefs and unneceflary. How un-
happily, even thofe who have la-
boured in the Cure of it

,
have fuc-

ceedcd, is manifeft from the obfcure
Accounts tranfmitted to us, and the
Ravage the Dijiemper has made in
all Countries and Ages, down to
our own Time : and this only for
want of a due Attention to Animal
Secretion,

and thofe absolute Laws
}

by which all Bodies aft with refpeft
to one another. This Cenfure may
perhaps difpleafe thofe, who have
inconiideratejy imbibed the abfurd
Doftrine of Acids

, Alcalies,
or Fer-

mentations but, let them think as
they pleafe, I am confident the great-
eft Improvements, and. moft ufeful
Difcoveries in Animal Oeconomy, have
been owing to the Induftry of thofe,
in the latter and prefcnt Age, who



have endeavour’d to eftablifh Me-
dicine on the folid Bafis of Geome-
trical (principle and how far they
have fucceeded in this, any one may
be convinced, who will be at the
Trouble of confulting Bellini

, Tit-
cairn

, Cheyne ,
Mead

,
Friend,

and others.
The Obftinacy of this Difiemper

fo greatly varies, according to the
Climates, that in the Southern Parts
of the World it will yield to
the common Deco&ions of Sarjay

Guaiacum, and others of that Clafs,
which promote a gentle Terfpzration ;

but in the more Northern Parts, as
with us, the different Denfity of the
Blood, obliges us to have recourfe
to more ponderous and a&ive Me-
dicines, among which, Mercury is
in inoft Efteem. And the firft Life
of this in the Lues Venerea ,

was
occafioned by the Succefs manifefted
in the Cure of Leprofies , which



Diftemper, according to the mofl
authentick Accounts we can gather,
had fuch an Affinity, and bore fo
near a Refeinblance to the other,
that Vis contefted at this Time, whe-
ther it was the lame or not. Al-
though Mercury has been efteemed
a Spectjick in this Infefiion, yet the
Ancients made ute of it, without un-
derhand ing its Properties, or man-
ner of Operation in human Bodies *

attributing that Power, to fome oc-
cult and imaginary Qualities, which
has fince, by the Affifbnce of hear
metrical Rea honings, been demon-
ftrated to conllft only in its encrea-
fing the Momentum of the Blood,
From the fame Principles, a due re-
gard being had to Animal Secretion,
it will not be difficult, to demon-
ftrate the Certainty of curing this
Diftemper in our own Country, by
the Afliftance of fuch Medicines, as
abrade and comminute the tena-



clous and vifcid Cohefions of the
Animal Juices, without the tedious
Confinement and Hazard of Saliva-
tion,

But to proceed methodically \ I
fiiall F*r fi conlider, what Alteration
the Blood undergoes by being in-
fe&ed, and endeavour to prove,
that the Symptoms which generally
appear, muft be the Confequence
of fuch Alteration.

Secondly
,

I (hall treat of the re-
quifitc properties of thole Medicines
which conduce to the Cure, and par-
ticularly of the life of Mercury, and
other ponderous Medicines, in fubr
duing this Difeafe.

Thirdly, Of the Benefit of Bathing
in the Cure of this Diftemper.



CHAP. I.

Of the Alteration the Blood undergoes
by being infe&ed, and that the
Symptoms, which generally appear,
muji be the Consequence of fnch Al-
teration.

FOrmcr who undertook
to derive the Origin of moft

Difcafes, from an offending Addy

or Alkali, have attempted.* each ac-
cording to the Seft they belonged.,
to reduce the Caufe of this Difeafe
to their own Hypothefis • but how ab-
furd and ridiculous thofe Do&rines
have appeared upon Examination,
the Honourable Mr. Boyle has proved
from the Analyfts of the Bloody and
more lately the learned Dr. Pitcairn,
in his Differtation concerning the
Operation of Acids and Alcalies in



the Care of Difeafes. Since there*
fore we can attain to no Certainty
from thefe Hypotheses, either as to
the Alteration in the Mafs of Blood,
or Method of Cure,l believe it will
readily be granted, without confi-
dering the eflential Properties of the
infe&ing Matter, that whatfoever is
capable of rendering the Serum of
the Blood more vifeid, may eafily
occafion all the Symptoms which oc-
cur in this Diftemper.

That it is the Property of this
Matter to infpifl’ate the Juices, and
render the Blood more vifeid, ap-
pears not only from the Blood of
thole throughly infefted, but even,
from the firft Imprefllon made, up-
on the Parts immediately concerned
in Coition. For what is allowed to
be the common Caufe of all In-
flammations, Induration, and Ulcers,

the Motion of the Blood be-
ing impeded, or retarded in its Cir-



dilation through the fmaller Veffels,
may be properly efteemed to occa-
lion a Gonorrhoea, Chancres on the
Prepntinm or Gians, the firft Marks
of Infefiion • and this will always
be in a Degree anfwering the Quan-
tity, or various Modification and Ac-
tivity of the Matter received. Thus
in the Stinging of Infers, the Li-
quor immited, by the Acnleum or
Proboscis of thelnfeft, fliall produce
an Effect, more or lefs Hidden, ac-
cording to its Quantity or Degree
of Volatility * as in the Stinging of
Bees, Wajps, Flies, For the
fame re a ion, the Bites of Animals,
as that of a Viper and mad Dog, dif-
fer in the Time of their Eft'e&s, al-
though both fatal in the End, if not
feafonably prevented. By this way
of Reatbning, we are able to
account for the various Degrees of
Infe&ion, and Time of Eruption in
different Perfons, without denying



particular Difpofition of fome Bo-
dies to receive it fooncr than others.

It may be obje&cd, that if the
Caufe of a proceeds
from an increalcd Vijctdity of the
Liquor fccrcted from the Glands of
the Lacuna ’ how comes it to pals
that it flows in a larger quantity in
a vijeid than a fluid flate ? In an-
fwer to this, let thole Glands be com
iidcred as conglomerate ,

veiled with
Coats of Contra&ile and Mufcular
Fibres, which enable them, in a
natural ftate, to fecrete the Fluid
contained • it’s manifeft, the change
of the Liquor to be lecerned, from
a Liquid to a more vijcid Matter,
will io dilate the excretory Dutis of
thofe Glands, as to weaken their
Tone, and deprive their Coats of
their Elafticity * for which reaion,
the Matter will continually flow, and
in a quantity proportionate to the
increafe of the Diameters of their



Orifices. Hence, by way of Corol-
larywe may diicover, how the
frequent repetition of Mercurial
Doles, renders the Cure of this
Difeafe more difficulty and there-
fore, is always improperly ufed,
unlefs deGgncd to increafe the quan-
tity of Matter.

That the Caufe of Chancres, and
other external marks of Injury, upon
the parts of Generation, are owing
to the fame Principle, is evident
from the frequent 1tellings and In-
duration, which at length degene-
rate into an Ulcer.

Having hitherto proved, that the
<vi(cidity of the Juices in the fmaller
Vellels, occafioned by the infe&ing
Matter, gives rife to this Difeafe •

it will neceifarily follow, that where-
foever this contaminating quality is
diffufed, it will produce Fffefls an-
fwcrable to its Nature y and there-
fore, when it happens to be mix'd



with the Mafs of Bloody will more
univerfally manifeft itfelf by Cuta-
neous Caries of the Bones,
fhagtedenick Ulcers, &r. The rea-
fon whereof is plain, to any one
who will but confider, how much
that increafe of the Blood's Vifcidity,
mull obviate the eftablifhed Laws of
Animal Secretion

,
neccflary to pre-

ferve the Body in a Bate of Health.
For by thole Laws., the quantity oi
Matter fecretcd from any Gland,
c being in a Ratio , compounded of
c the quantity of Bloody its Velocity
c at the Orifices of the Excretory
c Du£b, the widenefs of the Orifi-
c ces direftly, and the Vifcidity of
c the Blood confe-
c quently, the Quantity and Velo-
c city of the Bloody and the wide-
c nets of the Orifices being known,
c the quantity feperated, will be

ur as the Vifcidity of the Blood y ’

that is, the greater the Vifcidity the



lei's will be (operated, and the lefs
the Vtjadity the more will be fepe-
rated.

From what has been demonftra-
ted, it is not at all furpriling, that
the military Glands of the Cutis
fhould be io obftr lifted, as not freely
to itcern the Matter offered to the
mouths of their excretory Dufts;
but leave it, as they do, conden-
ied and incriiftated upon the Surface
of the Cutzcula

, occafioning Blotches,
Scabs, and other Cutaneous Erup-
tions. Again, the Vjjcidity of the
Matter to be fccerned from the Cu-
ticular Glands, is fo vaft an Impe-
diment to inienfible Perfpiration, and
this Suppreffion of the perfpirabie
Matter, fo alters the Texture of the
Blood, as to render it unfit for
Mufcular Motion* whence Noftur-
nal Fains, a Laffitude and Decreafe
of Strength in the Limbs will necef-
farily follow.



How the Bones happen to be fb
affc&ed by this Dibemper as to
become Carious, and that from the
fame Caufe, will be beft explained,
by firfi: confidering their Texture
and Manner of Nutrition. The
Bones then are compofed of folid
Fibres, running longitudinally, which
are fattened to one another by other
tranfverfe Fibres, and thus conftitote
feveral Lamina. } clap'd one upon the
other, as appears in the Cranium of
a ftfius, and the Bones of Fifties *,

and are nourifhed, after the lame
manner as other Parts of the Body,
by Arteries which pars between thofe
hamin and as they run along fend
forth branches in the Interfaces of
the Fibres of the Bone, having pro-
per Veins, to return into the Mafs
of Blood, what is fuperfluous for
Nutrition. The Learned Dr. James
Keil in his Anatomy, fays indeed,
c That when the Bones are grown to



c their utmoft Extent, Hardnefs and
c Solidity, their Blood-Vetfels being
c fo compreflcd on all fides by the
c bony Channels, bring no more
c Blood, than what is lufficient to
c fupply the Places of their decay-
c ing Particles. 5

But this Teems to me, contrary to
the Circulation of the Blood, the
known Laws of Nutrition, and thofe
Obfervations arifing from the Prac-
tice of Surgery in the Cure of dill-
empered Bones • and if this was the
Cale, I cannot conceive how the
Bones fliould become Carious, and
then Exfoliate. For when the Na-
ture of a Caries comes to be confi-
dered, it will appear to be, a De-
ftruftion of the Texture of the Bone,
occafioned by the increafed Vjjcidity
of the Fluid contained in its Blood-
Veffcls, which fometimes only di-
lates, but in a complcat Caries en-
tirely breaks the Cohaefion of its



Fibres. Thus we often fee Venereal
Nodes difappear by the ufe of Mer-
curials • and I have known fome
Scrophulous Tumours of the Bones
in the Articulations, and others after
the Small*Pox, at length fubfide,
where the Fibres of the Bone have
retained Elafticity fufficient to re-
Bore themfelves to their former State,
gut where, as was before obferved,
the Caries hath deftroyed and difn-
nited the Texture of the Bones,
Impofthumations in the Flefh are
generally Concomitant. Therefore
by comparing the Tumours of the
Bones, with thofe of the flefh y Parrs,
the fame Reafon ferves to account
for the Diilipation of both, *z

free Paflage given to the Circulation
of the Fluids, which was obflru&ed
before • whence we may conclude,
that more Blood is brought to the
Bones of Adults, than is fufficient
to fupply the Places of the decay-



ing Particles • and that the Blood
circulates through them, as well as
other Parts of Human Body., be-
ing provided with proper Veins, to
return the fuperfluous Blood into
the circulating Mafs,

From what has been faid, con-
cerning the Texture and Manner of
Nutrition of the Bones, and the
Nature of a Caries

,
it will necef-

farily follow, that the incrcafed Vif-
cidny of the Blood in the Lues Vene-
rea, is capable of making that Ra-
vage upon the moft iolid Parts of
the Human Frame*, and this it docs
fooner or later, according to the
different Degree of Solidity in the
Bone affected. The Bones of the
Nofe are commonly greateft Suffe-
rers by this Enemy, which proceeds
from an Infar&ion of the Glands
feperating the Sinovia - thefe Glands,
being lodged within the Interfaces
of thole Bones muff, when ob-



Articled, fwell and dilate, ’till they
break and deftroy the (lender Corn-
pages of their Spongious Parts
whereas in thofe more Solid., as
the Cranium and Tibia, the Mif-
chief is not fo foon irreparable,
their gradual Increafe allowing
time for Relief, by the Afllftance
of proper Methods.

One Obfervation may be farther
made3 concerning Nodes upon the
Tibia, which will help to illuftrate
our prefent Defign; and that is.
That all Nodes upon this Bone be-
gin in the middle and mod folid
Part of it • which could never hap-
pen, if the Caries proceeded from
any other Caufe, than the Vifcidity
of the Blood ' I mean from any
Acid or fermenting Quality, former-
ly attributed to the Venereal Matter;
finee it is plain, that whenloever
fuch Qualities predominate, the
mod lax and tender Parts will fir ft



be deftroyed. We may farther
obferve, that all Tumours and In-
flamations univerfally occur, where
the Vcfleis are final left ' and there-
fore the Vijddity of the Circulating
Fluid in the Bone is the: Caufe of
the Cariesj the Vellels being fmaller
and more comprefled, in the more
folid part of the Bone, than at the
Extremities, and confequently more
liable to be obftrufted.

Thus rejecting the obfeure and
imaginary Hypotheses and Theories
of Philolophcrs, or without enquir-
ing into the eflcntial Properties of
the inferring Matter, I have endea-
voured, from one Angle Principle
laid down, to account for the vari-
ous Symptoms attending the Rife
and Progrels of this Diftempcr •

and as the Caufe of all others are
dcducible from the lame Way of
Reafoning, I iliall content myfelf
with what has been already ex-



plained, and proceed to treat of the
in the Cure.

CHAP. If.

Of the requifite Properties pf thofe
Medicines ,

which conduce to the
Curey and particularly of the cVje
of Mercury,

and other ponderous
Medicines in jubdning this Difeaje.

IT has been demonfirated in the
preceding Chapter., that all the

Symptoms in this Diftemper, from
the very firft Impreffion made, are
occafioned by its contaminating qua-
lity encreafing the Vifcidity of the
circulating Fluids, and that luch
Alteration is without
ving recourfe to any acid, alcalious
or fermenting Difpolition in the
nimal Juices,



The Succefs of the Methods ta-
ken by Ancient and Modern Phy-
ficians, when rightly confidercd, ap-
pears to be founded upon the lame
Principle, and the Advantage of the
latter, has been chiefly owing, to
fome later Difcoveries in the Circu-

and the Art of knowing how
to apply, the Geometrical Know-
ledge they are Matters of, to Ani-
mal Oeconomy . To purfue the
fame Method, it will not be incon-
fiftent, before I fpeak of the Pro-
perties of the Medicines neceflary
in the Cure, to take a fhort view
of the Nature of human Body, with
refpeft to thofe Secretions, neceflary
to maintain it in a ftate of Health.
The Blood then, in a Natural or
Healthy State, ought to be of that
Confidence which will anfwer the
fupply of the decayed Parts, and of a
fluidity, proper for Secretion, when
offered to the Mouths of the excre-



Tory DuSsj of its various Emunfl:-
ories. For fliould the Diameters
of its Particles to be Secerned,
exceed the Diameters of the Ex-
cretory Dudhj it would be im-
poffible they fliould pafs, or fliould
the Vifcid Crafts of the Blood
difpofe it to run into Cohefions, the
Secretion would hereby be retarded
in the Excretory Channels. Thus
the increafed Vijcidity of the Bloody
in the Diftemper I am Trearing of,
is a vaft Impediment to the proper
Secretions in general, and particu-
larly to that by infenfihle Ferfpi-
ration, the Minutenefs of the Secre-
ting Veflfels, rendring them more
liable to be obftrufted. But the
mifehievous Confequences arifing
from this Evacuation being fup-
prefled, beyond that of any other,
plainly appears from the Computa-
tion of SanßoriuSj in his 59th Apho-
rifm, Se&ion the ifl, where he has



fixed the Ratio of Evacuations, as
follows.

S Anus 4
Bladder 1 6
Skin 40 and more.

It appears from the Ratio of Ex-
cretions thus expounded, that grea-
ter Mifchief may happen, from the
Interruption of Cutaneous Excretion
alone, than of the other two taken
together • and therefore the Malig-
nity of this, as well as many other
Difeafes, may be chiefly owing to
this Caufe. We may likewife from
hence conclude, that the mo ft pro-
bable Method of Curing this Dif-
eafe by Evacuation, will be accord-
ing to the Ratio here fet forth * and
confequently, the Probability of
fucceeding by Diureticks rather than
Catbarticks will be as four to one,
and that by Perfpiration ,

compared
with the fame, as ten to one, and



above. This Evacuation, by the
Cutis3 being farther compared with
that from the Salival Drifts, occa-
fioned by Mercury in the Courfe of
a Salivation, which rarely exceeds
Six-Pounds in twenty-four Hours,
will, according to Sanßorius y Apho-
rijm 58, Seftion 1fl y be nearly
equal; for he allows about three
pounds to be perfpired in the fpace
of one Nights Sleep, which we may
reafonably iuppole to be eight Hours,
the third Part of the Day and
Night y admitting then, that we per-
fpire only half the Quantity in the
fame Time, being Awake, it will
produce three Pounds more in the
other fixteen Hours, which added
to that perfpired in Sleep, will
make about fix Pounds, the Quan-
tity Evacuate by Salivation in the
fame Time. As the Evacuations
may be therefore equal, the Proba-
bility of curing this Difeafe by in-



fenfihle Perfpiration or Salivation is
the fame. And it cannot be doubt-
ed, confidering the Natural Difpro-
portion of thefe Evacuations, but
that Cutaneous Excretion may be fo
far augmented, as vaftly to exceed
the other • which will farther ap-
pear from the Operation of fuch
Medicines, as chiefly a (lift in fob-
duing this Difeafe.

Its evident from what has been
raid, that all Attenuants of the
Blood, let the Manner of their Ope-
ration proceed either from the Vola-
tility or A&ivity of their Parts, as
in Sfidorijicks and Catharticks

, or
their particular Ponderofity, as in
Metals, are capable of producing
fome defirable Effe&s in the Cure
of this Difeafe. Many Inftances
may be collefted, from the Wri-
tings of Phyficians, of unqueftiona-
ble Authority, to prove the Succefs
of Sudorifcks and Catharticks,

and



even of many other Remedies,, which
promote no fenfible Evacuation.
Fernehus tells us in his Treatife upon
Venereal Difeafes., that he has cured
feveral without Mercury , and advi-
fes us to abandon the life of it as
Pernicious j but how juftly, will
hereafter be demonftrated, when I
come to fpeak of the Operation of
that Mineral in Particular. Riverzus
likewife in his Obfervations

? gives
us feveral Inftances of the Succefs of
that Pradice, and particularly that
of a Perfon who perfedly recovered
of a Confirm’d Poxy by the fre-
quent life of Sudorijicks and Cathar-
ticks y although he had been afilided
with the Diftemper, for the fpace
of twelve Years, and unfuccefsfully
treated with Mercurials. If then fo
much has been done by common
Sudorijick Decodions, and repeated
Purges ,

what may not be expeded
from the more powerful Influences



of Metals and Minerals y whofe ef-
fential Property more readily conveys
them into the minuteft Channels ?

By the eflfential Property of Metals
and I mean., that abfolute
Gravity in common to them all3
and whofe Difference confifts only
in the Compaftnefs of their Compo-
nent Parts., from whence., one is laid
to be Specifically heavier or lighter
than the other. As all Minerals
and Metals have this Property of
Gravitation from the Laws of Na-
ture,, it follows., that when they are
mixed with a moving the
Momentum or Quantity of Motion
of that Fluid, will be in
Proportion to the Specifick Gravity
of the Metal or Mineral 5 the
Momentum or Quantity of Motion
beings by the Laws of Mechanicks3

as the Velocity of the moving Body
multiplied into the Quantity of
Matter. From this fingle Property.,



it will not be difficult to explain the
wonderful Effe&s of Mineral Sub-
ftances in Animal oeconomy

, and
the Changes, both Fluids and Solids
muft undergo., by the force of their
Percufllons It is to this Power
chiefly, that the Learned Dr. Friend,

in his Emmenologia ,
attributes the

Deobftru&ion of the ZJterine Veffels •

and the Ingenious Dr. Pitcairn is fo
far of this Opinion, that he fays, if
Gold was reduced into Parts fo
iinall, which he thinks may be done,
that, regard being had to its Bulk,
its Surface was fo extended, as to
be equal to Water in Weight, and
fit to Swim in the Blood, that this
Diftemper would be fooner and
more fafely cured by Gold than by
Mercury . The Efteft of heavy Bo-
dies upon the Fluids, being therefore
Proportionate to their Gravities, that
of Mercury will be more Efficacious
than any other lighter than it felf,



and the Facility of its Divifion, is
one gieat Rea Ton, of its being fo
much in Ule. It is true indeed, that
fome Preparations of this Mineral r
given in a final! Quantity, will raife
a Salivation the lurpethum Mine-
rale, and fome others, produce this
fudden Effeft, which proceeds only
from their Combination with the
Saline Spicula of the Menjhmm, they
have been diilolved in, whole Ope-
ration is aififted by the Gravity of
the Mercury,

as that of the Mercury
5s Reciprocally by the Salts of the
Menjlruum, For when this Mineral
is externally ufed in rUngnents, a
larger Quantity is needfary, for want
of that Affilfance, the Smoothnefs
of its Globules rendring it not lb
apt to incide and force its way
through, or adhere to the Sides of
the pervious Canals: Neither are
a few Particles fufficient to dilate
the Mouths of the excretory Duels,



there mu ft be a continual Accumu-
lation of thole Particles, from the
Time of their fiift Circulating in
the Blood, ’till thofe Du&s become
fo extended, and their Orifices lo
enlarged, as to give room for a free
Evacuation of their Contents. And
the Reafon why thefe Glands are
more generally affeded than any
others, (which does not always hap-
pen) is partly owii g to the Natu-
ral Tenacity of the Saliva, being
apt to embrace and retain thofe Par-
ticles, and their eafy Admiffion,
from the Number and Wideneft of
the Sahval Dußs.

The Safety of promoting a Saliva-
tion , by Mercury externally applied
in as is the Pradice of
fome, or by the Internal Method
pradifed by others, has been long
contefted. The Advocates for Unc-
tion, defend the Succefs of that
Pradice, by computing the Benefit



and Efficacy of the Remedy, from
the largenefs of the Quantity recei-
ved this way more than the other.
Their Antagonifts found their Qb-
Jeftion to this Pra&ice, upon the
Obfervation of the Mercurial Glo-
buli being found in the Interfaces
of Carious Bones, when Externally

and imagine this to be the
Principal Caufe of the Cams * and
therefore as ftrenuoufly urge, that
the Mifchiefs, ariling from this Me-
thod, will be always Proportionate
to the Quantity received. But al-
though, both thefe Methods are,
and may be fuccefsfully Praftifed in
the Cure of this Difeafe 5 yet when
we come to confider the Difpropor-
tion of the Quantity ufed by
tion,

and that given Internally, it
Diuft be allowed, that the Violence
of the Percuffions againft any Pve-
fiftance the Mercury meets with,
which is always greateft in the finall-



eft Channels., will be in a Ratio oi
the Increafe of the Momentum of the
Circulating Fluid. And therefore
where the Texture of the
once begin to be loofened by the

the violent Shocks., oc-
casioned by the additional Gravity
of this Mineral, may fo feperate and
Shake afunder the Contiguity of
their Fibres, as it paffes through the
Blood-Veffels,, that by their Elasti-
city they cannot be reftored to the
fame Order ’ and confequently may
render that Node Incurable without
Manual Operation, which was not
fo before; and the nearnefs of the
approach, added to the Difficulty
and Slownels of the Motion of the
Mercurial Globuli through thofe
Veflels., may often occafion them to
run into Such Cohefions, as may
make them vifible to the Eye when
once united.



Hence I think its very plain,, that
the Augmentation of the Caries is
not lb much owing to any other
Property, as to that arifing from the
Gravity of the Mercury • for was it
fo, it would fooner rend the Fibres
of the Bones a funder, when armed
with the fliarp Points of a piercing

than it poflibly could by
the natural Smoothnefs of its Surface
when Crude • and I am apt to be-
lieve, that could this Remedy be
given in the fame Quantity Inter-

this Mifchief would more
readily enfue. From hence it may
be concluded, that a Salivation raifed
by cVnSlion:> where there is no Caries
of the Bones., is as fafe as the other,
and the Mercury exhibited this way,
is as capable of removing any Ob-
ftru&ion in thofe Vdlels, whofe
fides being gently comprdfed, can
yeild to the Force of its Strokes,
without the Afllftance of thofe Spi-



cula, it is joined with in its various
Diffolutions. Thus far I have en-
deavoured to demonflrate that the
A&ion of this Mineral coniifts only
in the Gravity of its Particles, when
unaffifted by Chymical Management £

and that even then, it is the Princi-
pal Caufe of the Effeft produced.
But let this Mineral be admitted
into the Mafs of Bloody in what
Form foever, it mud certainly fo
Comminute the Vijcid Cphefion of
its Parts, as to dilpofe and make it
more fit for Secretion through the
moft Capillary Ducis j and that not
only, by dividing the Particles of
the Blood into final let Parts, but
by dilating the Dusis them 1elves.
For it is impoffible it fhould be
mixed with the Blood, as it Increa*
fes the Quantity of its Motion,
without producing Effe&s anlwer-
able to that Increase which accord-
ing to the Learned Dr. Cheyne. in



his Theory Fevers y is fo very Confi*
derable, that he computes more
may be done toward the Deob*
ftru&ion of the Veftels in one
by the Affiftance of Mercuryy than
by the Blood itfelf, without that
Affiftance., in the fpace of three
Years. If its Power be fo extenfive
as this Computation allows., what
wonderful Alterations muft fucceed
its Admiffion into the Mais of Bloody
in a little Time and what Encou-
ragement is not given to its in
all Difeafes, where the Vijcid ftatc
of the Blood difpofes the Veflels to
Obftru&ion ?

Since then the general Method,
and moll; fuccefsful ufed
by Antient and Modern Phyficians
in the Cure of this Difeale 5 has
been by Evacuations ; and that
Sudorijlcks and Catbarticks have an-
fwcred without the hazard of Sali-
nation (although the latter has com-



monly been moft Effeftual) it feems
reafonable, from the foregoing
Computation of San&orius

,
to ima-

gine that this end muft be more rea-
dily obtained, by promoting the
aioft copious and mod neceflary
Evacuation in Animal Oeconomy -

which, according to his Statical
Obfervations, arifes from infienfiibU
ferjfiiration. It muft indeed be
allowed, that the Excretory DuStsy
neceflary for the Dh charge of the
Perfpirable Matter, being infinitely
finall, this Excretion is moft liable
to be impeded by a Vifield ftate of
the Fluids; For as the Matter to be
perfpired muft be of a Magnitude
adapted to the Diameters of the
Secreting Veflels * therefore the lead
Change or Alteration in the Blood,
increafing the Magnitude of the Par-
ticles to be Secerned, will fooner
obftruft this Evacuation than any
other. The Truth of this appears



from the Urine of thole who have
taken Cold * for the Quantity fhall
not only be increaled at the Cnfisof the but lhall depolite
a mucous or (limy Sediment: the in-
terruption of the Matter to be per-
fpired through the Cuticular Pores.,
forcing it to leek a Pafiage through
fome ocher EmmtioryD the Diame-
ters of whole Dußs are capable of
receiving it. But the Number of
excretory Canals, defigned for this
Office., fufficiently counter-ball ante
the final!nets of their Orificesy .as w'e
may evidently difeover., from the
immenfe Difpropordon of this5 com-
pared with any other Evacuation.
Hence it appears,, that this Dileafe
cannot Be lo effeihially and iafely
fubduedj by incrcafing any other
Secretion., as it may by infienfibk
Eerjpiratiou.

For farther Inftance of this Truths
let us only confider the Operation of



fuch Medicines as have been fuccefs-
ful in this Diftemper, as Sudorijicks
and Catharticks , and we fhall find
their Eflrefts chiefly to confift in that
particular Difpofition_, or aftive
Property of attenuating and dividing
the Fluidsy ’till they are rendred fit
for Secretion,, through the Cuticular
or Ini efinal Glands • And the fame
attenuating Property muft contribute
in great meafure to infenfible F erfpi-
ration \ it being from the
general Influence of fuch Medicines
upon the whole Mafs of Bloody but
that fomCj nay ?

an infinite Number
of Particles., fliould be fo far commi-
nuted,, as infenfibly to fly off by a
more obfeure Evacuation. It will
not be difficulty I think., after ma-
ture Conlideration of this Doftrine,
to conceive the certainty of Curing
this Diftemper in our own Climate
by in\enfible Perjpiration : the exten-
five Influence of Mineralsy by the



Law of Gravitation, the Power of
Attennants, and a ftrifl: Obfervance
of the Ratio in Animal Secretion
will naturally lead thofe., whofe
Genius and Education has qualified
them for the Cure of Difeafes * and
to filch I fliall leave the Choice
of thofe Medicines., which., in the
Courfe of their Studies and Pra&ice,
they (hall judge mod conducive to
anfwer this End.

CHAP. 111.

Of the Benefit of Bathings in the
Cure of this Difeaje.

MY prefent Defign being only
to treat of Bathing5 as far

as it relates to the Cure of the Lues
Venerea. I (hall omit making any
Obfervations on the Cold-Bath, or
of thofe naturally Hot Mineral Waters,,



fo much in Efteem againft other
Difeafes. ?Tis manifeli, from the
preceding Part of this
that the Blood infe&ed by this Di-
ftemper is apt to occafion (altho’
not an entire Stagnation) a Lentor
of the Matter to be fecerned thro*
the Pores of the Cnticnla ; The Pro-
perties alfo of fuch Medicines as
divide the Cohefion of its vitiated

have been explained $ but
if we confider the common
of a moderate Heat upon all Fluids
in General

,
by which they are rare*

fied And the wonderful Property
of Water in gradually Infinuating
itfelf into the Minutelf Pores of
Animal Bodies., and relaxing the
molt folid Parts., it may be eafily
conceived., how readily Bathing in
warm Water affords Affiftance in
the Cure of the Luesy and other
cutaneous Eruptions. And the Ufe
of Bathing in this Difeafe is fo gene-



ral, that the painful Symptom of a
Gonorrhea, are fooner mitigated by
this Pradice., than any other I have
experienced in the Cure. For by
this MeanSj the Tenfion of the
Fibres of the Part affeded is
and room given., for the infeding
Matter to be partly thrown off by
injctjfible Ferjpiration. And I am
apt to believe,, if thofe Gentlemen,,
who frequently expofe
to the Danger of Infe&ion., from
common fhould follow
this Method foon after Coition., it
would frequently prevent the Con-
fequenccs attending fuch Debau-
ches.

In the Eaftern and more Southern
Parts of the Worlds where Furzjica-
tion is ftill obferved, the Symptoms
of this Difeafe are more favourable
which may be owing in great Mea-

not only to the natural
Warmth of the Climate,, but to



the common Cuftom of Bathing
pra&ifed in thofe Countries. And
I think it feems very plain from Holy
Writ 3 that the Mojaic Inftitution of
Bathing, was made ufe of, to pre-
vent and heal thofe Sores of the
Fleflr, and the Cutaneous Erup-
tions with which the Jervijh Nation
was fo much affli&ed. Bathing
therefore, confidered abftra&edly
from the life of any other Means,
may be vaftly Beneficial in the Cure
of this Difeafe .* So far at leaft, as
it afilfts the Excretory Du&s of the
Cutis ,

in difeharging their Contents,
as well as in waffling off any Filthy
which may Clog the Pores of the
Cuticnla. But when an univerfal
Eruption fpreads itfelf upon the Sur-
face of the Skin, and the Miliary
Glands are Buffed with a Matter fo
Vifcid, that it cannot be emitted
through its proper Dußsd and we are
obliged to have recourfe to ponderous



and aflive Medicines to Comminute
and Attenuate thofe Particles thus
.firmly united j in this Cafe Bathing
affords fome Affiftance., by relaxing

.the Fibres thenifelves., and diluting
the Matter thus united j whence it
follows that thofe Canals will readily
dilate., and what they contain be more
capable of Expanfioa, and confe-
quently more eafily propelled by the
Force of the fucceeding Fluid. I
would not be underftood to mean a
Relaxation fo confiderable., as would
Debilitate the natural Elajiicity of the
Fibres., and deprive them of the Pow-
er of Contra&ion * but fuch only as
would remove the Crijpation brought
upon them., by the Retention of the
Morbijick Matter : The Remedy
otherwife would be worfe than the
Difeafcj and what is here offered to
leffen the Viscidity would increafe in,
by depriving the Fibres of an Elajii-
city neceflary to fqueeze out the Con-



tents. There is hardly any one
Symptom in this Diftemper, whether
Glandular Obftrudions, or even Ca-
rious Bones, but may be relieved
by Bathings the Perforation promo-
ted thereby, making fo general a
Revulfion from the Parts afte&ed,
that the Violence of Nofturnal Pains,
which are fometimes almoft intolle-
rable, (hall be confiderably appeafed.
I thought proper to fubjoin this fiiort
Account of Bathing ,

as it is agreea-
ble to the Syftem in and has
no fmall (hare in the Cure of this
Difcafe. This I am convinced of
from my own private Praftice, and
could wifli it, for the Benefit of my
Fellow-Creatures, more univerfally
extended.

FINIS.
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