








OF THE

EXPEDIENCY and UTILITY

O F

TEACHING

THE SEVERAL BRANCHES OF

PHYSIC and SURGERY,

LECTURES,B Y

at the

LONDON HOSPITAL ;

And for erecting THEATRES for that Purpofe,

WITH THE

RESOLUTIONS of the GENERAL COURTS relative thereto#





OF THE

EXPEDIENCY and UTILITY, &c.

A LL thole advantages which didinguldi civilized from barbarous and favage
*• nations, have fird arifen from, and are preferved by their pofleffion of the
arts, and a knowledge of the fciences on which they are founded *. And if
among civilized nations there are lome which excel others, this fuperiority
is in proportion to the degree and extent to which they have carried the arts
and fciences.

Amongd the various arts which contribute to the good of mankind in fbciety,
there is perhaps no one that holds a more didinguifhed rank than that of medicine,
lince, while it is capable of affording relief to fome of the greated didredes
that affile! human nature, and prefents thedronged proofs of the infinite wifdom
and goodnefs of the Great Creator, it at the fame time fuggeds the mod pow-
erful motives to the prablice of every religious and focial duty.
,

j; '

For reafons like thefe, the improvement of Phydc and Surgery, has, in all
ages, in every civilized country, been an objeft of attention and encouragement
with princes, public bodies, great and good men.

But unlefs thefe arts be cultivated with aftiduity, and proper methods of
inftruftion employed for fuch as are to practice them, the advantages which
mankind actually derive from them may tall far fhort of what they are capable
of affording. If they be not promoted with induftry by inch as are in the
practice of them, future difeoveries and inventions for the benefit of mankind,
muff ceale, and former ones be loft and forgotten. And it proper and effectual
methods be not adopted in the education of young perfons in thele arts, then,



though fome few may poUefs them in a high degree of perfection, they may,
iifiverthelefs,. with the generality of practitioners,, be in a very imperfefb'
Rate, and even prove pernicious and deftructive, inftead of ufeful and falutary..

It were to he wifhed that experience had never-afforded examples-of the
truth of this obfervation but unhappily it is otherwife.. In private praflice,,
the difference between a fkilful and unfkilful practitioner can hardly ever, or
very feldom be determined, fmee the perfons who are witnefies of the proceed-
ings, want-either opportunities of making a proper companion, or abilities to
judge of the diiference ; but in the navy and army, judicious, attentive and
humane officers, pofieliing tbefe have been enabled to make a.
proper dfilmftion..

In the beginning of the late war, many young'gentlemen obtained Sur-
gical appointments, in the navy and army, who, to the great diftrefs of mind
of many of our brave officers, and greatly to the injury of our valuable failors
and loidiers, proved not to have been properly inffruCted in the principles, and
thence to have been* greatly deficient in the practice of their profefiion.*

On this account the Examiners of the Surgeons’ Company, prompted by
their zeal-for the preferyation of the lives- and health of fuch ufeful members
of fociety, publifhed the following Declaration.,,

“S'ITKG E O N S " THEA T R E, Oabßer n , 1779.
“ The Court- of Examiners Having been under tile- very disagreeable neceffity

tx of refuting even the lowed qualification to tome young Gentlemen, who
** lately came before them to be examined,, on- account of their total-ignorance
“ of Anatomy and Surgery, they think it therefore incumbent on them to give
“ this Public Notice, That for the fiifety ofhis Mkjefty’s' fabjefts, both by fea
*A and land, no Gentleman can be admitted at this theatre to any Qualification
“ whatever in Surgery,, unlefs*he underhands Anatomy, and is acquainted with,
w the operative parts of Surgery.

“ And the Court think, That it s the more necelrary that a lea Surgeon
Ihould be very intelligent in his profefiion,. as his foliation deprives, him. o£

* Although war is at an end; th'e reafons for providing the trenna of> qualifying young gentlemen £of
prafticc in the navy or army arc as cogent as ever, fince it would -be too late to let about the work, for
all the good purposes intended, wheu, unhappily, we may be engaged ia anothc war.—lt is at tire
ifvhinlng that Surgical AlMants-are moll wanted ; and the meaus of qualiiication ihould undoubtedly be
ready, and as cahly obtainable as .poflible..



< £ the advantage of Confuitntlon, and obliges him to depend on his own judg*
« meat in the mod: important cafes, both in Phyfic and Surgery. It is there-
«■ fore hoped that no perfon will propofe himfelf to the Court of Examiners
« who is not qualified as above, as they will neceflarily be refufed any Qualifi-
“ cation.’’*

That fludbnts of Phyfic or Surgery may be rendered properly qualified for
the pra<£tice of their profefiion, an attendance upon an hofpital is indifpenfibly
neceflary ; for though’ by other means they may be taught the principles,
without this they can never become expert in the practice of it. So great is the
utility of hofpitals in this refpeft, that it may reasonably admit of a queftion,
whether more immediately, from the relief they, afford to the poor afflkded
with difeafes* or more remotely, from the general good they produce to the
world, by improving the knowledge and {kill of the Medical Gentlemen em-
ployed in them, and properly qualifying {lndents for the pra&ice of their profefi-
Son, they more deferve the countenance of humanity, religion, and found policy, t

But an-attendance upon an hofpital, however neceflary, is by no means, alone
fufficient to. qualify ftudents in Medicine for the practice of their profeflion: it
is further required that they be properly inftru&ed in the principles on which
only a found praftice can be founded.

As it is neceflary that fludents of medicine who attend hofpitals, {hould
be inftru&ed in the principles of theirprofeflion ; and as thefe are deduced from
different branches of knowledge which it is,, therefore, proper they fliouldfludy.

* Vide an article at the end.

f Since the writing of this paper, a very remarkable paflage in a moft excellent fermon, preached by
the Right Reverend the Bifliop of Litchfield and Coventry, before the Governors of the London Hofpital,
at their auniverfary, and fince publllhed, hath been fuggefted to the writers. It is fo expretlive and cor-
roborative of the principle maintained in the above paragraph, that it was judged proper to infert it*
The Right Reverend Author having fpoken of leveral advantages.arifing from an hofpital, proceeds as
follows; . n

“ Before I conclude, there is yeeanother light in which I Avail remind you of its peculiar merit. It
“ is a nurfery for the ufeful fcience of medicine, its advantages in this relpedt are not confined to the
4i walls of the hofpital itfelf, but are extended over the whole race of mankind. The molt eminent
“ practitioners in every branch of medicine attend ,; and the recovery of the patients is but one of the
“ good puvpofes anfwtred by their attendance. Experience is the motherof this fcience, which hath
“ ever profited more by obfervation and practice, than by theory and the labor of the clofet. Thus the
** trealurc of knowledge are incrcafed in this by the exercife of our charity. Virtue and fei-
•* ence go hand in hand to the advancement of the honor of God, and the welfare of mankind. At the
V time that \vc, relieve the prefent neceflity of our patients,, we tranfmit to pofienty a more intimate
“ knowledge of Goa’s capital work, the frame and conHitudon of man, together with all the benefits to
“ he derived from a good and well conduced hofpital,”



fo the experience of learned men for ages paft has evinced, that the mod effe&ual
method of conveying this knowledge is by Jedtures, Hence this method has
been adopted in every part of Europe, and in America. In Great Britain, in
particular, it is employed in the Univerfities, at the College of Phyficians, at
the Surgeons’ Theatre, &c. It follows, therefore, that ffudents who attend
an hofpital for the ftudy of medicine, Ihould be taught the different branches
of knowledge relating to it, by means of ledlures.

But the Ledlures ffiould be read in the hofpital which they attend,
for, by this mean the inftrudlion conveyed will be more efficacious, as
the teacher will have continual opportunities of exemplifying and confirming
by pradlice the principles he teaches ; it will alfo be much more convenient,
and fave a great deal of valuable time to the ftudents; befides, if they are
under the neceffity of going to a diffant place for neceflary inftru&ion, their
due attention to their bufinefs at the holpital mull; be diminiffied, and the
patients under their care be more or lefs negle&ed.

And further, much of the executive part of the bufinefs of hofpitals neceffa-
rily reffs on the pupils : to fit them therefore for the proper performance of their
duties, as early as poffible after their admiffion, muff be very defirable. But
this end can no other way be fo effedually accompliffied as by the means under
confideration.

From what has been already obferved, the Importance and expediency of
inftituting Ledlures on the different branches of knowledge appertaining to
Phyfic and Surgery, at the London Hospital, muff be very obvious.*

But we may add that the fituation and circumffances of this hofpital are fucli
as render it peculiarly adapted for this purpofe; for befides the advantages it
poffefles in common with every other hofpital, it is remote from places of diffi-
pation, which might drawoff the attention of ffudents from what ought to be
their proper objedls. And, were the different branches of knowledge be-
longing to medicine properly taught in the hofpital, it would be a mean of
railing its credit and reputation, as the want of this, and the neceffity the
ffudents are now under of going daily to other places for that inffrudliou
which is required, are well known to have had an oppofite effedt, that is, to
leflen it in the eftimation of many.

� The Governors of Hofpitals of the higheft reputation juflly confider teaching as naturally connected
with curing, and of the greateft importance to the interefis of mankind, and have accordingly provided
the moil ample, and ibme of them magnificent conveniences lor the purpofe.



The friends of the Hofpital would do well ferioufly to confider in what
really does confifi: the reputation of an hofpital; and the good or evil that muff
neceflarily flow from the pofleflion or want of it. It may truly be faid of public
inflitutions as of private perfons, that to be a bankrupt in reputation is wovfe
than to be fo in property. Riches may follow reputation ; but when this is
gone, the fource of riches will fail, and the fined; edifices and heft defigns go
to decay. Holpitals of the greeted: celebrity, where every mean is employed,
every accommodation afforded for teaching as well as praStifmg the healing art,
will inform us in what does confid; the reputation of this kind of inflitutiom

The London Hofpital has always experienced the had confluences arifing;
from the pupils attending Ledlures in different parts of the town. The
Rules require that certain pupils fhould refide conftantly in the houfe, that
in the abfence of the Surgeons they may be ready to adminider relief in cafe
of accidents happening either to patients in the hofpital, or to fuch as may
be occafionally brought thither. Yet thefe rules have been often and un-
avoidably infringed, and patients in the mod: dangerous conditions, requiring,
immediate aflidance, have, in confequence of the refident pupils being at a
diftance, attending lectures, been perhaps for hours without the neceflary
means of relief.

This evil has been long complained of, and frequent attempts have been
made to remedy it; but no regulation has yet been found fufficient ; nor can
it be prevented ’"till the neceflary indrudion which the dudents require be-
comes obtainable within the hofpital, and thereby the neceflity they are
under of feeking it in didant places, removed.

For the lad two years, however, that anatomy has been taught by Mures
at the hofpital, the candid vifitors have acknowledged that the pupils have
been much more in the houfe, and the evil fb far ledened ; but dill they are
obliged to go to other hofpitais to be indrufted in chemilby, materia me-
dica, &c

* No one can doubt that the hofpital muff acquire many friends, and a diffufibn of interefl from the
greater number of pupils educated within its walls. The predilection for a place, which has afforded us-
the principles of learning, is well known to be always ftrong, and leads to every mean of promoting its
interefl and credit; and, indeed, many inftances might be adduced in proof ofadvantages having flowed
from this fourcc to the London Hofpital.

If it fhould be poflible for any to judge in fo extraordinary a manner;.as to fuppofe the Phyficlan*
and Surgeons concerned, capable of regarding their own interefl or honour abflra&edly, not adverting to
the hofpital ;

_

fuch yould do well to confider, that, agreeably to their own notions, this cannot be
the cafe, for, in reality, the Phyficians and Surgeons, as to reputation or other benefits, mufl always

rife



But w’hllft the teaching of the feveral branches of knowledge appertain-
ing to Medicine, at the London Hofpital, is of fuch unqueftionable impor-
tance and expediency, the proper conveniences for this purpofe arc wanted;
and the ianflion of the. Governors to a meafure for (applying this defeat was
the requefl of the Medical Gentlemen of the Hofpital.

They could not doubt but in fo large .a body, there would be found good
fenfe and liberality enough to jufitify and encourage them in the undertaking.
The following account wdl prove that their confidence was well founded ; and
they truft that while their endeavours are lb dire&ed as, at leaft, to have a ten-
dency to raife the reputation, and not to affedt a farthing of the pioperty of the
Hofpital, they fhall be hill fpiritedly fupported.

AT an Extraordinary and very numerous General Court, held the sth day
of February laft, for the confideration of the following and other matters,

the Phyficians and Surgeons represented.
66 That, in their opinion, the teaching of the feveral branches of Phyfic

and Surgery by Lectures at the Hofpital, would promote the credit and iptereft
qf the Infhtution; that the prefent accommodations are inadequate to fuch an
undertaknsg ivy therefore requeued leave to ered a new building.”

After the Petition had been maturely confidered, the following quehion was
put, and carried in the affirmative, viz.

“ Whether it be the pleafure of this General Court to give the Medical Gen-
tlemen leave to build, or caufe to be built, a Theatre at the Eafl end of the

rife or fink with the charity, and, therefore, to fupport that in a manner the mod acceptable to the
public, muft always redound to their fame and advantage.

If benefits Ihould arife to theLc&urers in return for their labour, this cannot furcly reafoa
or juftice be brought in argument againft the propriety of the meafure ; nor, from this will candid men
fuppofe that they are lefs a&uated by the trueft zeal for the interefl and credit of the inllitutien. The
generous part of the Governors will Undoubtedly be happy to find, that the gentlemen who devote the
greatefi part of their time to the fervlce of the charity, can, through their induflry, derive from it any
ihare of emolument and reputation.

As to that kind of oppofition, and thofe mcaforei, if fuch there fliould he, which flow from envy,, from
pride, felt-interelt, malevolence, or prejudice, they cannot be combated in a paper deflgncd only to
explain in the molVlimple and candid manner feme linking and Interefting faCls, on the fuppofitinn of a
candid and generous attention.—I—Pcrfons actuated by fuch mean paflions and motives, mud be
left to the corre&iou of divines and moralifts, and the lalhcs of confidence.



Hofpital *, according to the prayer of then* petition, provided no addition*,
expence be brought upon this Hofpital, as already efhablifhed by Charter ; and
without any claim from any fubfcriber to the requeued Theatre to become a
Governor, or to vote in any General Court or Committee, in coniequence of
fuch fubfcription

At a Quarterly General Court, held the sth of March, the above relblution
was unanlmoufy confirmed, and a committee appointed for condudling the un-
dertaking.

The faid committee having held feveral meetings have finally agreed on a
plan, and the Phyficians and Surgeons, concerned in giving Lectures, are now
at liberty to execute the fame.

The following gentlemen have liberally agreed to- receive Subfcriptions, viz..

James Rondeau, Efq. Chairman, Savage Gardens,
Nathaniel Alien, Efq. King Edward’s Stairs,
Thomas Blunt, Efq, Cornhill,
Thomas Conway, Efq. Morton Park, near Epfom,.
John Harris, Efq. Cooper’s-row, Crutched-friars,
Buiick Harwood, Eiq, Chrift College, Cambridge,.
Alexander Higginfon, Efq. Bedford-fquare,
Samuel Davey Liptrap, Efq. Mile End,
Coverdale Richardfon, Efq. Mile End, and
George Woolfe, Efq. Welklofe-fqnare.

As every mark of refpeft is due to the promoters of fcience and undertak-
ings of public Utility, it is intended that fome lafting memorial of the generofity
of the eneouragers of this defign (hail be executed.

The executive part of this undertaking, as far as relates to the building, has
fallen to the lot of two of the parties engaged, and thefe gentlemen are deter-
mined to exert themfelves in it to the utmoft of their power. Fully convinced
of the truth and reflitude of the principles on which the concern has been, and
will continue to be conduced, they have not the leaf!; doubt of experiencing.

- The building, according to the plan adopted, will be perfedly detached from the Hofpital.
� To obviate the poffibility of any mifconftru&ion of this Resolution, it may be proper to remark,

that not any part of the expence of the undertaking is to bt paid for out of the property of the hofpital.



Hereafter, the moft perfe& and general approbation of the friends of the muitu-
tion: but whether they Ihould be fo happy to meet this or not, they will Rill
unremittingly endeavour to merit their good opinion.

JAMES MADDOCKS, M. D.
May 29, 1783. WILLIAM BLIZARD, Surgeon.

N. B. As fully as poffible to anfwer the important intention of qualify-
ing young gentlemen for the fervice of his Majefty’s navy ; and that con-
tracted circumftances may not be a barrier againft the pretentious of genius,
merit, and induftry ; it is propofed, as a principle , in the future profecution of
the courfes of anatomy, phyliology, and Surgery, confbntly to allow a certain
number of ftudents to attend gratis. They (hall be bona fide either in, or in-
tended for, the fervice of the navy.—The manner of the recommendation of
fuch gentlemen, lb as to avoid incurring any diftinClion, (hall be fettled before
ibe commencement of the next courfe in October, and due notice given.

lt is intended to requeft the advice of the Navy Board and Navy Agents
on this fubjeCt,
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