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THE

ARGUMENT.

A TEDICINE artlefs andAmple, much older than
I.YX exercis'd as an Art.—That anda newTrain
of Difeafes introduc’d after the Flood, by Luxury. Its
Beginning rude Sprung up in the Eaftern Nations.-
Grounded upon the fuppos'dlnfluence the Stars.
Studied and practis’d bythe Magi. Hence it
into iEgypt, where the Priefts had the fe
of it. 'Their Cures, &c.on the Pillars and
W;alls of their Tempies Particular Branches of the
Science ftudiedbyparticular - Hence trans-
planted intoGreece,but not brought to any great Degree of
Perfection tillHippocrates’s Time, made Phyfic
rational AJhort Digreffion, by way of Encomium on

J. B —ll—e, M. D. Phyfic next travels into Italy,
brought into Difgrace by Quackery, &Pe. Galen,



lengthy explains every thing bthe Do&rines of
Peripateticks. Did a great deal of Mifchief, as well
as Service, tothis nobleArt. Much blam’d This,
hut commended forthePams with a View of im-
proving Medicine Phyfic with other Arts
Sciences when the Goths, over-ran Europe, but re-
vives amongfltheArabs, afterfame , Galen’s
Errors fillpredominant, Chymiftry, the firft great
Improver of this Science. DifinguiJFdfrom Alchymy,
an Art as old as Tubal Cain. -Another fort Digref-
lion on the Vanity of hunting after the Philofopher’s
Stone. The Difcovery, or Demonftration of the Circu-
lation of the Blood, by our Countryman Harvey, fixes
Phylic on a more certain Bafis than ever. That, and
Experimental Philofbphy, afterwards carried to fo great
Lengths by Mr. Boyle, brought the Art nearer to Perfec-
tion in this Wand thancan be of by any other Na-
tion.-Phylic, at length, fixes her Empire in Britain.—•
JVhich concludes the IVhole.



THE

PROGRESS

O F

PHYSIC

LONG ere Phyjiciansknew the Healing Art,
Difeafe to quell—or cafe the aching Heart-

* Medicine arofe—at Srft by Heavn delign’d
With balmy Wing to jhieland blefs Mankind :

* The Injuries and Vicifitudes of the Air — The Nature and Qualities ofFoods—-
the Violence of external Bodies the Actions of Life and laftly, the Structure of
the Human Frame,

mud; have render’d fome Difeafes, and confequently Medicine, al-
mofl as old as Mankind, tho’ much chang’d and complicated in After-Ages.



In ev’ry Fieldtomewhollbm Simple grew.
Its Ufe each ruder Clown and Peafant knew;
Which, cull’d with Care, the wifh’d gave;
Not prompt to kill if impotent, to fave
From Frees—from Plants—the eafy Cure was fought
And from the murm’ring Rill Health flow’d unbomht*

■■■ O ■ o

The friendly, limpid Draught—the temp’rate Meal\
Ne’er alk’d the Aid of Bolus— or of —.

With equal Force their vig’rous Pulfes beat.
No then, to raife the extinguijtd Pleat ;

No frantic Mirth—nor
,
then—

Heav’n’s fharpeft Curfe upon the of Men
To calm a Fever's Rage no Arts were try’d.
Till, haply, of the * Dotlor —Patients dy'd—•

Feebly, the Limbs no flacken’d Nerves fuftain’d,
Hereditary Health and Vigour reign’d.

But lay, my Mufe!theiehappier Ages paft,
How Sichiefs and Difeafe broke in at laft

* ’Tis hop’d the Faculty will not refent this little Stroke of Satyr, and one that
follows, lince they are not leveled at the Science Itfelft but the Ahufe of it.-At
Quacks% nor Regular PraSlifers.



From Manto Manhow Plagues unnumber’d Ipread,
When Phyftc rear’dher Scientific Head.
Such Illscombin’d, what Mortal can endure
How Few out-live the Sicknefis —and the Cure?

Not long the Flood had left the Face of Earthy
%■

And loft Mankindreceiv’da Second-5/>^,
Ere Lux’ry role with Sicknefis in her Irain—.

And all the frightful Family of
Nature's. Ipare Wants forfook the homely Boardy
With mad ProfujionfeeeachFable ftor’d!
Invention labour’d to debauch the Freat,
And whet the jaded Appetite to eat:

Intoxicating WineSy henceforth, began
T’ inflame the Blood not chear the Heart of Man :

Hence Gout and Stone affiicl the Human Race ',

Hence lazy Jaundice—with her
Palfiy, with ftiaking Heady and totfring KneeSy
And bloated Dropfiy the ftanch Sots Difieafie!
Confiumption pale, with keen, but hollow Eye,
And Iharpen’d Feature, fhew’d that Death was nigh—-
The feeble Offspring curfe their crazy '

And, tainted from his Birth, the Youth expires.



Fir st, thro’ the Eaft, in ibcial League,
we -find

'The iage Phyftdan to the Prieflhood'pmd
Phyjic. , alone, the Rev’rend Magi knew 5
Its firft Inventors and Corruptors too

On Stars, and Planets, the rude Tr/ they Found,
And tread, inglorious ! on inchanted Ground j

Nor dat’d the healing Med’cine to apply,
If *Saturn glanc’d with a malignant Eye.
To JEgypt next Phyfic diredis her Flight,
There prun’d her JVing, and blels’d a clearer Light j

O’’er her fair Face no artful F was thrown.
Nor only from huge Volumes was Hie known.
On t Marble fculptufd and the faithful :

Recording 'Templesdidatonce infure
The Leech’s Fame—and propagate the Cure.

Nor Each to ev’ry Branch as yet applies—
But Phis theHeart could cure, and the ;

P The Cbaldaam were die, firft AJlronomical Ohfervators, and are fuppos’d to
have huilt their Notions of Phyjical Matters upon Ajirological Grounds—either the In-
fluence of a particular Planet, or of fome Tutelar were ftill coniider’d. .
Hence this Superflitious Practice, with the Science Itfelf, was deriv’d to the
/Egyptians*

See JVotton on Ancient and Modern Learning, P. 107,



The ulcer’d Limb fame only knew to heal.
While Female Patients blefs’d another's Skill,

H ere flouriftfd long the Pharmaceutic
W hence Commerce,next,the Science did impart
To ancient Greece but flow its Progrefs dill
Rude and imperfect yet the Medicinal Skill:
When, lo ! Apollos fav’rite arofe,
The Depths of Phyjic ftudious to difclofe j

*'Hippocrates who with a purer Ray
Beam’d on his Followers a brighter Day.
By fimplefl Methods, flow indeed, but fure3

Who firft preicrib’d the Dietetic
Hence ftubborn Chronics dwindled by Degrees,
And Food grew Health that late was theDifeafe j

The Fevers Rage, obedient to fubfje,

Life’s purple Current pour’d a gentler Fide

* Be ing a Mailer of Experience as well as of Analogy and Reajhn, and withal
vers’d in pure Philofophy,, he firft made Phyfic rational, and laid the Foundation of
the Dogmatic Medicine which has fince obtain’d.-He preis’d no Hypothecs into
his Service, as may be feen in his Book of Difeafes, &c. —He firft ftarted
the Dodrine of CriticalDays in Difeafes, for which, when Polytheifn was in vogue,
they were ready to take him for a God. ’Tis certain none oi thePhyfcians of Old
-Greece follow’d any Theory Of whom Baglivi fays:—£>uod nos per Leges Theorias,
id Illi fold mentis peripicacitate, longo Ufu corfrmaid peragebant.



Honey and Milk the foie Specifics, then
The mild Decoction—andthe -cool
From Natures Source he drew unerring Laves $

Such B—ll— e’sPractice now—fuch * Syd nhams was.—

O B—//•—e ! if thefe Numbers reach thine Ear,
Accept this 17 fibuteasThyfelf fincere
Forgive the Mufe officious thus femploy
Thofe Hours of Health you help her to enjoy:
How Few, likeThee, fuch diff’rent Virtues blend,
And mix the Frue Phyficianwith the Friend?
In whom thy ClajficFafie and Learning join,
T inflruci, t’ adorn to polijh and refine
How Few like Fhee,with kindred Sorrow ,

And weep thofe Evils which they neverfelt ?

Balm to my Woe .and Comfort in Difirefs !

Living HI love Thee —and lhall, , blefs.

Such was the Medic Art— O lhame to tell
What yet the Faithful Mmuft now reveal J

* Artis noftrce Ornator & Ornamentum, quife pofitis Opinionum Comment!s ad
Obfervationes prorfus fe dedit, & a primd JEtate ad Extremum ufque fenium cum Na-
tura cohabitavit—fays a learned Foreigner. *—»



Nurs’d long in Grecian Climes with tend’reft Care,
She W'ejlward fled and breath’d a * Roman Air—
But foon, alafs! her new-blown Honours fade,
Her riling Luftre bafe Impojlors (hade.
By Roman M—f—b—ns and TV-—ds betray’d.
Rome had her Quacks—for fuch all Climes produce—
The Bane of Science—and its worft
No Mead—no Hulfe was then—the Art to fave—•
It funk detefted by the Wife and Brave.

Galen, at length, review’d the lacred PPlatnt

And to collect its fcatter’d Parts began;
Greedy of Fame,digefted ’em with Care

Well were it, had his Labours ended there—.
But boafting clearer Fights, he tack’d to Fhefe
Strange Humours—Elements —and Qualities—

Pliny fays the Romans had an Averjion to Phyficians y and their Arfy till Ar~
chagatus came from Greece to Rome, where he practis’d Phyfic and Surgery with Re-
putation—in the Year of Rome 535. However, ’tis certain the Art was funk very
low in the Opinion of the Romans before that Time, by the Roguery and Ignorance of
-Quacks.—None but Freed-Men, &c. practis’d for a long Courfe of Years.—



Confounding, thus, the f ,

With the rude Cantof ;

Of Obfervation left the fruitful Fields,

For the wild TFaJle that * Speculation yields:
A Fairy-Land—.and a negle&ed ——-

No AEfculapianSage ere trod before
Experience now held but the lecond Place,
And Frutbsy heft founded on her folid Bafe.
No more—O fad Reverfe / in one we view
The watchful + Nurfe,

and wife Phyjician too—

Subtle t’ explode~— as artful to •

By Midnight Lamps a Galen’s, Hours were fpent.
Some fav’rite Syflem anxious to ,

The monftrous Child of his prolific Brain—_

dark Solutions to out-ftrip the TFifcy
And ere the Race was run—to {hatch the Prize.

Cos, or Coos, an Maud in the Archipelago, where Hippocrates was born.—-
Hence fo called,^—

* Si excipias (fays a learned Author) Paucos illos Obfervatores, qui Cafos & Hl-
dorias Medicas adv' cum prcut, ab ipfd Rei Naturd procedebant, defcribendo, Medi-
cinee pomceria fummopere ampliarunt ; ea quee Reliqui adjecere, falfam Theoriam, &

hujufmodi Ineptias fpedlantia, turbarunt potins, impedivemntque illiusProgreiliis, quam
indicamnt aut promovemnt.

J In Hippocrates's Time, and after, the mod eminent Phyficians watch’d aimed
Day and Night by their Patients Bed-Sides, and duck clofe to Obfervation
Whence called the Clinic Se£f.—



Thus far the Mufe,relu&ant, dares to blame

Whom ffixteen Hundred Years have giv’n to Fame j

Pleas’d Ihe proceeds—ftill ardent to commend
Foe to his Faultsbut to his Worth a Friend.

IF unknown Worlds of Med’cine to explore,
T’ expound their Virtues,

and increafe their Store ;

In fearch of Truth, if any Praife it be.
To drain the Mines of deep ;

Of known Effeclsto trace the hidden
And Jean by Rules of Art wife Nature’s Laws ;

By Envy’s felf the Debt fhall fore be paid.
And lateft Honours dignify his Shade.

What Time the * GothicSmarms forfook their Hive,
Learning no longer cou’d the furvive j

'f Galen flouriflfd in theTime of Trajan, and three fucceeding Emperorsr— He
■wrote 15 Volumes, befides Notes, on Hippocrates—and died at Rome, AnnoDorn, 140.

* After thefixth Century, the Arts were not only extinguish'd, but aimed; all
Memory of them loft till the Ninth, from which to the Thirteenth Medicine was vi-
gorously cultivated by the Arabs in Afia,Africa, and Spain: Who applyingThemfelves
particularly to the Study of the Materia Medica, and its Preparations, and to the Ope-
rations of Chirurgery, render’d both more juft and copious at the fame time —— and
jet Galen s Errors became now morepredominant than ever.——



Of Human Artno 'Traces
Art’s faireft Fruit, and Learning wither’d lie:
Defac’d—o’erthrown—and mingled with the ■—.

The labour’d Column—and the breathing Buft.
Chaos return’d— all Peace and Order fled-
O’er Cuftoms, Language, Laws, thick Night was fpread.
’Till—as fome long-loft Stream renews its Source,
Which under-ground purfu’d its mazy Courfe
Science, again, to happier Climes reftor’d.
Unveil’d her Charms—and was again ador’d.

The fable Night of Ignorance withdrawn,
From blefs’d Arabia broke the chearful Dawn ;

Of Med’cine, lo ! the long uncultur’d Field
Began to fmile,anda new Harveft yield j

On AfriBs fettled, and Iberia's Shore,
The Saracens reviv’d the Art once more:

But Galen s Errors chofe the wholefome Soil,
Obftruff its Progrefs —and confound their Toil.

Next Chymiftry, which long in Ernbrio lay,
Started new Lights—and fmooth’d the thorny Way;



Not, as of Old, to * Alchymy confin’d.
Nor knew t enrich, alone, but bJefs Mankind.
Long had fhe learnt t’ extract the ftiining Ore,
But Meetcine now confefs’d her healing Pawn
A new Creation open’d to the
And old Difcovries were confirm’d by new.

See by his Fires the footy Artifl fweat.
To pals th’ eternal Bound by Nature fet!
Mif-led by Ariftotle s dazzling ,

For f Tranfmutation labours Day and Night!
In quell of Mountains of imagin’d ,

His Fortune ruin—and deftroy his Health—-

* Alchymy, aseontra-diftinguifh’d by fome Writers fcomChymifiry, confided
in refining Metals, and extracting them from their Ores. This Art, older than the
Flood,

is aferib’d to Bubal Cain—Gen. iv. 22. It is but of late that Chymifiry has
been applied to the Preparations of Medicines, and extended to Plants, Animals,
Minerals, &c. Paracelfus and Van Helmont carried it to fuch a length, as to ren-
der Medicine almoft wholly Chymical.

T* According to Arifiotle, Epicurus, &c. Gold and Sandare at bottom but one
and thefame Matter .—The Chymifis thought they had found out that Salt—Sulphur—-
and Mercury— with a few other Ingredients

, (about which they are not as yetagreed)
were the immediate Elements of all Bodies $ but that there was in reality a primitive
Matter which took all forts of Forms—that confequently, nothing remain’d to be

-done, but to work upon that primitive Matter, to prefent it with fit Moulds, and to
give it a certain Turn to have Gold— Jewels— and the Elixir Salutis. This Study
has been well defin’d to be Ars fine Arte, cujus Principium efi mentiri, medium la-
'borare, & Finis mendicare,



From Motion, Matter
>

taught that all Things grra-,
What cannot Motion,giv’n to do ?

Vain Reas’ner fthe fantaftic Search give o’er.
Or lirft—go—analyze the painted Flowr—
If long intent to fep’rate and compound'—.
To pay thy Foil a genralFlowr be found.
The GrandElixir Thou mayft hope to boaft.
Nor find, in fearch of Gold, thy Labour lofi.

TH E Friumph,ftill, is o’er Effects alone.
Nor were Difeafes in their Caufes known,
Till firft Immortal Harvey led the way.
And pointed where their fecret Sources lay j

All that the Wife had /ketchd in diftant Fhought,
The Godlike Harvey faw—andprov d—and taught——

While others, dubious, hint the Blood toflow,
’Twas his, * -alone, to trace the Manner, how.
And in what Fime, its rapid Journey done,
Frelh from the Heart, again its Race is rum

* The Circulation of the Blood has been generally allow’d to have been found
out in the Year 1628, by Harvey,

a Phyfician of our own Country 5 tho’ there are
feveral who difpute that Honour with him, fuch as Vander Linden, in Holland
Realdus Columbus, of Cremona and Andreas Ccefalpinus,

at Venice. This Notion
has, indeed, been occafionally, and flightly treated by Them, as an Hypothecs}

but never
demonjlrated till Harvey's Time,



Hence Phyftc,
to no flavifli Sect confin’d.

Gave all her Bigot-Sydems to the Wind :

To nobler Heights her tovv’ring Head die rears;

The growing Labour of Three Thoufand Years 1

The Queen of Science rival Nations great,
And lay their faired Lrophiesat her :

The * Tubes—the Gtands-Lhefeforemodtoexplain
The Mufcles,Lhefeexpound—andLhofe the

While others pore thro’ Microfcopk Glafs,

And fee the Lymph thro’ fiibtle Strainers pafs
From Senfe, not wild Hypothejis, deduce
The Structure of each Vffel-*and its Ufe.
t Mechanic and Botanic Science join
Their wond’rous Aids to make the Art Divine ;

* These feveral Difcoveries in Anatomy are owing to Wharton—Willis—Brown2

.and others, fince Harvey's Time.

•j* Malphigi was the firft Difcoverer of the Lymphatic Vejfels , which, accord-
ing to Dr. Arbuthnof, are one hundred times finer than a Hair—He died Atino 1694.

$ Medicine, by late Improvements in Philofophy, is become all Mechanical,
and Corpufcular j infiead of Galen's Qualities and Degrees, every thing is now re-
duc’d to Mechanical Affeßions ; to the Figures, Bulks, Gravities, 6cc f of the compo
nent Particles, and to the great Principle ofAttraction.——



From Eajl to Weft, hence Phyfic boafts her Sway
And darts on all a more propitious Ray j

But fix’d her 'Throne in fair Britannia's IJle,

To whom (he owes a Harve—and a * Boyle.
r* The Honourable Mr. Boyle refcued Chymiflry from the Cenfures it had long lain

under from the Enthuftafm of Helmont and Paracelfus, and has Ihewn of what in-
finite Ufe it is to Philofophy and Medicine, when kept within its proper Bounds. —He
firfl difcover’dj or, at lead, brought the Pneumatic Engine to Perfection., which foon
demonflrated the Abfurdity of that common Notion, that Nature abhorr’d a Vacuum—■

Since he has fhewn us the true Origin ofQualities in Bodies , nobody has dar’d to ad-
vance the Chimerical Notion of SubfantialForms. By the Help of thefe, and other
valuable Difcoveries, many others have been made fince his Death , and many more,
probably, will be; and his Reputation rather increafe than diminifh in future Ages.—*

He died Anno 1691.—-

N.B. IF it fhould be afk’d why I have made no ho-
nourable Mention of theRoyal Society— I have This to
anfwer—That the SubjeEl has been too copioufly and
elegantly treated by f another Handfor me to add any
thing but my Wijhesfor their Profperity.

Sprat’s Hiftory of the Royal Society,

FINIS.
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