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Reader^
have been
and finding fo
THESEoften,Problems
been hoifiedinto
fie

printed

general an
very
acceptance, diver Books have
the JVorld under the Na?ne of Ariftotle, fo
that many People have bought them, thinking
they had the right fort, by which the Publick
has been injured as well as the Proprietors
The Matter it contains is neceffary for all
People to know and as Man isfaid to be a
Microcofm (or little World ) and in him the
Almighty has imprinted his own Image fo lively, that no Power whatfoever is able to blot
it out-, fo this Image and Similitude is the Soul
aitd Underfibinding. And notwithftanding all
the Perfections which Man hath in himfelf’,
few or none take Delight in the Study of himfelf,or is careful to know the Subjlance, State,
Condition, Quality, or ufe of the feveralParts
of his own Body, althd > he be the honour of
Nature, and more to be admired than the
firongefi and rarefi JVonder that ever happened. I have therefore publifhed this little
Book wrote by Ariftotle and the deepefi Phiiofophers, who teach the Ufe of all Parts of
the Body, their Nature, Quality, Property,
and Subftance, and qhefiion not but it will
afford both innocent, neceffary, and ufeful
Knowledge, ar.d prove profitable to both
Sexes,
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AR!STOTLE‘s PROBLEMS.
A MO NG all living Creatures, nvhy hath
Mas: only his Countenance lifted up tonuards
Heaven
A. Unto the QuelHon there are divers Anf.vers.
Firft, It proceeds from the Will of the Creator.
And although the Anfwer be true, yet in this our
purpofe it feemeth not to be offeree, becaufe that
fo all Queftions eafily might be refolved.
Secondly, I anfwer, that for the mod part every
Workman doth make his fird work worfe, and
then his fecond better, and fo God creating all
other Beads before Man, gave them their Face
looking down to the Earth, And then feconcly,
he created Man, as it doth appear in Genefis, unto
whom he gave an honed Shape, lifted up unto
Heaven, becaufe it is drawn fr-om divinity, and
doth alfo derogate from the Goodnefs of God,
who maketh all his Works perfedl and good.
Thirdly, It is anfwered, that Man only among
all living Creatures is ordained to the Kingdom of
Heaven, and therefore hath his Face elevated, and
lifted up to heaven, becaufe that defpiling worldly
and earthly things, he ought to contemplate on
heavenly things.
Fourthly, That the reafonable Soul is like unto
Angels, and finally ordained towards God; as it
appeared by Jvencis, in the firft de Anima and,
therefore he hath a Figure looking upward.
?

;
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Fifhly, that Man is a Micrccofm, that is, a
little World, as it pleafeth Arijiotle to fay in the
Eight of this Phyf and therefore he doth command 1
all other living Creatures, and they obey him.
Sixthly, It is anfwered, that naturally there is
unto every thing and every work, that form and
figure given which is fit and proper for its motion
roundnefs, to the fire a pyAs unto the
ramidical form, that is, broad beneath, and lharp
towards the top; which form is moll apt to afeend
and fo Man had his face up to Heaven, to behold
the wonders of God’s works.
Why is the Head of Beafls hairy
A. The Anfver, according to the Opinion of
Conji. is, that the hairs are an ornament of the head,
and of the brain and the brain is purged and evacuated of grofs humours by the growing of the hair,
from the higheft unto the loweft parts which pafs
through the pores of the exterior flelh, and do become dry, and are converted into hairs. This appears to be true, becaufe that in all Man’s body
there is nothing dryer than the hairs; for they are
dryer than the bones, as Albertus Magnus doth affirm, bccaufe that feme Bealls are nourilbed with
bones, as Dogs, but no Bealls can digell feathers,
or hair, but do void them undigelled
and they
are not for nutriment.
Secondly, It is anfwered, that the brain is purged four manner of ways Firft, of fuperfluous wafrom melancholy, by
try humours, by the Eyes
the Ears and of choler, by the Nofe flegm, by
the Hair; and that is the intent of thePhyfician.
Ch Why have Men longer Hair on their Heads than
other living Creatures
A. Arift, de Genrat. Anim. fays, that Men have
the moillell brain of all living Creatures, from the
which the feed proceedeth, whi«h is converted
into the long hair of the head.
:
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Secondly, It is anfwered, that the humours of
Man are fat, and do rot become dry eafi jy, and
therefore the hair groweth long in him in other
Keafts the humours are eafily dryed, and therefore
the hair groweth not fo long.
Q. Why doth the hair take deeper root in Mad’s
fin, than in other living Creatures
A • Becaufe they have greater llore of nouri fitment in Man, and therefore grow more into the
inward parts of Man. And this is alfo the reafon
why in other Creacuies the hair doth alter and
change with the Ikin, and not in Man, uniefs it be
fometimes a fear or wound.
Why have Women longer hair than Men
A. Becaufe Women are moilier than Men, and
ftegmatick, and therefore there is more matter
of hair in them, and by confequence, the length
alfo of their'hairs doth follow. And further more,
this matter is more increaled in Women than in
Men from their interior parts, and efpecially in the
lime of their Monthly Terms, becaufe the matter
doth then afcend, whereby the Humour which
breedeth the hair doth increafe. And Alhertus
doth fay, that if the hair of a Woman in the time
of her Flowers be put into dung, a venomous
Serpent is engendered of it.
The fecond anfwer is, becaufe Women want
Beards, and fo the matter of the Beard doth go
into the matter of the hair.
Why have fome Men foft hai r and Jcme hardi
A. We anfwer with Arijiotle, that the hair hath
proportion with the (kin, of which fome is hard,
feme thick, fome fubtle and foft, fome grofs;
therefore the hair which groweth out of a thick
and grofs fkin, is thick and gtofs, and that which
groweth of a fubtle and fine, is fine and foft, and
when the Pores are open, then cometh forth much
humour, and therefore hard hair is engendered;
;

?
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and when the pores are ftrait, then there doth
grow foft and fine hair. And this doth Arijiole
fhew in Men, in whom we have an eminent token,
Becaufe Women have fofter hair than they, becaufe
that in Women the Pores are Ihut, and are ftrait
by reafon of their coldnefs.
Secondly, becaufe that for the moft part cholerick Men have harder and thicker hair than others;
by reafon of their heat, and becaufe the pores are
ever open in them, and therefore alfo they have
Beards foohcr than others. Whereupon the Philofopher faith, that thofe beaft which have hard
hair are the boldeft, becaufe fnch hair proceedeth
of heat and choler, which choler maketh Men
fight. Arifotk alfo giveth example in the Bear and
the Boar; and contrariwife thofe bcafts that have
Jbft hair are fearful, becaufe they be cold, as the
Hare and Hart. Arijlotle doth give another reafon
of the foftnefs and hardnefs of the hair, drawn
from the Climate where a Man is born; becaufe
that in hot Regions hard and grofs hair is ingendered, as it appears in the Ethiopians and the contrary is true in the cold Country, as tovyards ths
. u
North.
Q. Why have /owe Men curled Hair and fame
,

,

fmooth

?

A. The anfwer is. That the caufe of the curling ofthe hair is great adundance of heat; fo that
if there be much heat in a Man, then the hair
doth cur! and grow upward. And a fign of this
proved true, becaufe that fometlmes a Man doth
enter into a Bath fmooth haired, and afterwards by
the Bath becometh curled. And therefore the
Keepers of Baths have often curled hair, as alio
the Ethiopians and cholerick Men. But the caufe of
the fmoothnefs is the abundance of moift humours
which tend downwards; and a proof of this is,
becaufe they have much humidity in them, and
fmall heat.
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Why do Women Jhenu their ripenefs by their hair
in their Privy Parts, and not elfevohere but Men is
their Breafis
,

?

A. We anfwer Phyfician like, becaufe in Men
and Women there are abundance of humidity in
that place, but more in Women, becaufe in Men
have the mouth of the bladder in that place where
the Urine is contained, of which the hair is the
breads is ingendered, and about the Navel. But of
Women it is faid, that the humidity of the Bladder,
and of the Matrix or Womb, is joined, and meeteth in that low fecret Place; and therefore is diffolved and feperated in that place through much
vapours and fumes, which are the caufe of hair.
And the like doth happen in other Places where
hair is, and under the arms.
Q. W hy have not women Beards ?
A. Becaufe they want heat, as appearethin fome
effeminate Men, who are ber rdlefs for the fame
caufe, becaufe they are of the complexion of
Women.
Why doth the hair grow in them that are hanged}
A. Becaufe their bodies are expofed to the Sun,
the which through its heat doth diffolve all the
moifture into a fume or vapour, of which the hair
doth grow and increafe,
Q. Why is the hair of the Beard thicker andgroffer
than elfewhere, and the more Men are fhaven, the
harder and thicker it groweth.
A. Becaufe according to the rule of the Phyficians, by how much more the humour or vapour
of any liquor is diffolved and taken away, by fo
much the more the humour remaining doth draw
to the fame; and therefore how much the more
the hair is lhaven, fo much the more the humours
gather thicker; and of them hair is ingendred, and
doth there alfo wax-hard.
CK W/rp are women fmooth andfair in refpeft of
Men ?
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A. The anfwer is, according unto Arifiotle de
General. Animal Becaufe that in Women all humidity-and fuperfluity, which are the matter and
caufe of the hair of the body, is expelled with
their Monthly Terms; the which fuperfluity remained! in Men, and through vapours do pafs into
the hair. And a fign of this is, becaufe Women
have any running at the Nofe, or Impofthume or
Ulcer, but fuch matter is expelled-alfo. And we
fee fome old Women begin to have beards in their
old age, that s,s v after forty or fifty Years of Age,
when their Flowers are ceafed: as Arifiotle doth
teach, de animqlPtb, g
W/, dotji Man only aide all other Creatures,
•wax hoary and grey, ax Pythagoras and Ariftbtle
,

}

affirm

?

,

t

according unto the Philofophers is, becaufe Man hath the hotteft heart of all
living Creatures; A*nd therefore nature being more
wife, left a Man fhould be faffocated through the
heat of his heart, hath placed the heart, which is
mod hot, under the Brain, which is moft cold; to
the end, that the heat of the heart may be tempered with the coldnefs of the brain, and contrariwife
that the ooldnefs of the brain may be heated with
the heat of the heart, and thereby there might be
a temperature in both.
Align to prove this is, becaufe that of all living Creatures Man hath the
worlt breath, if he corhe to his full age. Furthermore, Man doth confume half his time in fleeping,
which doth proceed from the great accefs of the
coldnefs and moifture of the brain, and by that
means doth want natural heat to digeft and confume that moiftnefs; the which heat he hath fuffcciently in his Youth and therefore in that age is
not grey, but in his old age, when heat faileth
and therefore the vapours afeending from the Stomach remain undigefted and unconfumed for want
■of natural heat, and then putrefies, of which puA. The anfvyer,

;

;
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trifa&lon of humours, the whitenefs doth follow,,
which,-is called greynefs, or hoarinefs. Whereby'
it doth appear, that hoarinefs is nothing elfe but a
vvhitenefs of hair, caufed by the putrifa&ion of
humours about the roots of the hair through the
want of natural heat in old age. Sometimes tllfo
greynefs is caufed by the naughtinefs of the complexion, which may well happen in youth, and
fometimes'by reafon of the molfture undigefted, and
fometimes through over great fear and care, as it
appeareth in Merchants, Sailors, Thieves from
whence cometh this verfc.
Cura facit canos, quam <vis homo non halet annos.
Q_ Why doth red hair grow white faoner than other
A. Accord to the opinion of Arijlotls, becaufe
rednefs is an infirmity of the hair, for it is ingendred
of a weak and infirm matter.; that is to fay, of
matter corrupted with the Flower of the Women anti
therefore they wax white fooner than back hair.
do wolves grow grifly
Q.
A. The better to underhand this queftion, not
the difference between greynefs and griflinefs; becaufe.that greynefs is caufed through the defect of
natural heat, but griflinefs through devouring and
eating, as AriSotle witneffeth. 7de Animal. The
Wolf being a devouring bead, and an Eater, he
letteth it down gluttonoufly without chewing, and
that at once enough for three days, of which meat
grofs vapours are ingendered in the Wolf’s body
and by confequence griflinefs. Secondly, greynefs.
and griflineTs do differ, becaufe greynefs is only in
toe head, and griflinefs over all the body.
Why do Horfes groiv grijly and grey
Ai, According to Arijiotle, becaufe they are for
the moft part in the Sun: And in his opinion alfo,
heat doth accidentally caufe putrifadlion; and there
of that kind ofheat the matter of hair doth putrify; and by conference they are quickly pill’d
?

?

:

?
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Q. Why do men huome bald, and trees fall their

Leaves in the winter.
A. Arijioth doth give the fame reafon for both
becaufe that the want ofmoifture in both, is the
caufe of the want of the hair, and of the leaves;
and this is proved, becaufe that a Man becometh
laid through Venery, becaufe that lechery it leting forth A natural humidity and heat. And fo by
that excefs in carnal pleafure, moifture is confumed,
which is the nutriment of the hair, and therefore
baldnefs doth enfuc. And this is evidently proved
in Eunuch’s and Women, which do not grow bald,
becaufe they do not depart from their moiftnefs.
And therefore Eunuchs are of the complexion of
Women. But if you afk why Eunucks he not bald
nor have not the Goat, as IJypccrates faith, the
Anf.ver is according unto Gaien, becaufe the caufe
of baldnefs is drynefs, the which is not in Eunucks
becaufe they want their ftones, the which do minifter heat unto all the parts of the body, and the
beat doth open the pores, which being open, the
V,
hair doth fall,
;

are rot women hold}

A. Becaufe they are cold and molft, which are
tlie caufe that the hair remaineth, for moiftnefs
doth give nutriment to the hair, and coldnefs doth
bind the pores.
Why are bald men deceitful according to the

nterfel

Si non vis fa’li, fu?ius conjertia calvi.
A. Becaul'e baldnefs doth witnefs a cholerick
complexion, which is hot and dry; and cholerick
Wen are naturally deceitful, according to the verie.
Hirfutns, fallax, irafcens, prodigus audax.
And therefore it followeth, aprimo ai ultimum
that bald Men are deceitful and crafty.
Q» Why art net blind M(n natural bald
?

of ARISTOTLE.
A Becaufe that according unto Arijiotle the
Eye hath moft molfture in it, and that moifture
which fhould pafs through by the fubftance of the
Eyes, doth become a fufficieftt nutriment of the
hair and therefore they are feldom bald.
Q. Why doth the Hair Jiand an end, when Men
.

tire

,

afraid?

A. Becaufe in the Time of fear, the heat doth
go from the outward part of the body, unto the ininward, to the intent to help the heart, and fo the
Pores, in which the hair are fattened, are fhut up
a-fteV which flopping and ftiutting up of the Pores,
the ft nding up of the hair doth follow, as it is feen
in bealts, as Dogs, wild Boars, and Peacocks.
;

0[

the Head.

HT is a Man's Head round?
A. Becaufe this.is Hioft fit to receive
any thing into it, as Arijiotls doth affirm, Lib. de
Ctrl, and the Head doth contain in it five Senfe*.
Tlrs is alio Teen in a material Sphere.
Q. Why is the Head round
A. Arijiotle faith, becaufe it doth contain in it
the inoifteft parts of the Irving Creature and alfo
becaufe the brain may be defended thereby, as
with a Shield,
Ch Why is the Head abjolutely long but fotnewhat round
A. To the end the three Creeks and Cells of the
Brain might the better be dillinguifhed that is,
the fancy in the forehead, the difcourfmg or reafcnable part in the middle, and the memory in the
hindermoft part.
W hy doth a Man lift up his We ad towards the
Weakens when he doth imagine
A. Becaufe the Imagination is in the fore part
»f the Head, or Brain; and thexefore it lifteth np
?

,

?

;

?
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itfelf, that the Creeks or Cells of the Imagination
may be opened, and that the Spirits which help the
Imagination, and are fit for that purpofe, having
their concourfe thither, may help the Imagination.
Why doth a Man when he tnujeth or thinketh
on things paf, look down towards the Earth ?
A. Becaule the Cell or Creek which is behind, is*
the Creek or Chamber of Memory,, and therefore
that looketh towards Heaven when the Head is
bowed down and fo that Cell is opened to the
end that the Spirits which perfedl the Memory
Ihould enter in.
Sf Why is not the Head fiejhy, like unto the other
parts of the body
A. Becaufe that according to Arif ode, the Head
would be too heavy, and would not hand ftedfaftly;
and therefore it is without fieih. Alia a head luaden
with flelh, doth betoken an evil complexion.
Why is the Headfuhjedl to achs and griefs
A. According unto Confant, by reafon evil humours which proceed from the ilomach, afcend up
to the head and diilurb the brain, and fo caufe the
pain in the Head. And fomeiimes it proceeds from
overmuch, filling the ftomach, becaufe, according
unto the opinion of Galen Jwo great finews pafs
from the brain to the mouth of the itomach, and
therefore thefe two parts do fuffer grief always together. bometimes the ach doth proceed of drinking iirong Wine, of fuming Meats, as Garlick, or
Onions; and fcmetimes of fiegm in the Ilomach,
whereof fpring Quotidian Fevers.
Why have Women the head ach more often than
Men F
. A. Albertus faith, that it is by reafon of their
Monthly Terms, which Men are not troubled with,
and fo a moift, unclean and venomous fume is
diffolved, the which feeking paffage upward, doth
caufe the head- ach.
,

;

?

?

,

of ARISTOTLE.

15

0. Why is the Brain white
A. There are two anfwers; the firll, becaufe it
is cold, and coldnefs is the mother of white. The
Philofophers do teach the fecend, becaufe it may
receive the fimilitude and likenels of all colours,
which the white colour can belt do, becaufe it is
moft fimple
Q. Why are all the Sen/es in the Head P
A Becaufe (as Albertus faith) the brain is there
on which all the Senles do depend, and are direded
by it, and by confequence it maketh all the fpirits
to feel, and by it all the Membranes are governed,
Q, !4'hj cannot a Man efcape death, if the brain
cr 'heart be hurt
A. Becaufe ihe Heart and the Brain are twoof the
prihcip'ai'feff pai’ts which concern Life; and therefore
if they be hurt, there is no remedy left for cure.
£K Why is the Brain moiji
A. Becaufe it may eafily receive an impreffion,
which moifture can bell do, as it appeareth in
Wax, which doth eafily receive the print or the
Teal when it is Toft.
Why is the Brain colei?
A. This is anfwered two ways: Firft, becaufe
that by this coldnefs it may clear the underftanding of a Man, and make it fubtile. Secondly,
that by the coldnefs of the Brain the heat of the
heart may be tempered and this is Arijiotld s intent, Lib. de Animal,
?

?

.

?

?

;

Of the

Eyes.

H T have you one Noft and tvoo Eyes
Became our light is more nece/Tary
for, us than the fmelling
And therefore it doth
proceed from the goodnefs of Nature* that if we
receive any hurt or lofs of one Eye, that yet the
ocher Ihould remain Unto the which, the fpirit
with which we fee, called Spiritus Vi/us is direded
?

:

:

,
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when the other is out, as it is plain in the comperfpe&ive.
Why have Children in theiryouth great Eyes, and
why do they become /mailer and lej/er in their age
A: According ib Arijlotle de Gen??at. It proceedeth from the great humidity of the Brain/ and for
the fame caufe children are vfery fleepy.
Q. Why do black Eyes fee well in the day-time, and
bad by night
A. According to that opinion of Arijlotle it
proceedeth from the want of fire, and from the affembling and meeting together of light and humor,
the Eyes, which are lightened by reafon of the
Sun, which doth lighten the eafy humour of the
eye* and purge it, and in the abfence of the Sun
thofe humours become dark and black, and therefore the fight not fo good.
EVhy doth the llueijh grey eyes fee badly in the
day time, and voell in the night
A Becaufe (faith Ariftotle ) greynefs is light and
ihining of itfelf, and the fpirits with which we fee
are weakened in the day time, and ftrengthened in
the night.
fT W hy he Men's Eyes of divers colour:
A. This proceedeth, faith Anjlotle, by reafon of
the diverfity of the Humours. The Eye therefore
hath four coverings and three Humours: The firft
covering is called, Cdn/olidative, which is the utfermoft, and is firong and fat. The feccnd is called
an horny Jl’in and covering to the likenefs of an
horn, and that is a clear covering. The third is
colled Uvea of the likenefs of a black Grape. The
fourth is called a Cobvaeb. But according to the
Opinion of feme, the Eye doth confift of feven coverings or ikins, and three humours. The firft humour is called Ahugines for the likenefs unto the
white of an Egg. The fecond Glaria/, that is clear
like unto Ice, or Criftalline. The third Vitreous
mon

?

?

,

?

.

?

,

,
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that is clear as Glafs. And the diverfity of humour caufeth rhe diverfity of the Eyes.
CK W£y have Men which have but one Eye, good
Archers And why do good Archers commonly Jhut one
Eye
And why do fuch as behold the Stars, look
through a Trunk with one Eye
A. This matter is handled in the perfpe&ive
Arts, and thereafon Is, as it doth appear in the
Book of Caufes, becaufe that every virtue and
ftrength united and knit together, is ftronger than
itfelf difperfed and fcattered. Therefore all the
force of feeing difperfed in two Eyes, the one
being Hint, is gathered into the other; and fo the
light is fortified in him and by confequence, he
doth fee better and certainly with one Eye being
ihut, than both being open.
Why do fuch as drink much, and laugh much,
?

?

?

;

Jhed

tears

?

A. Becaufe that whilft they drink and laugh v.ith
out meafure, the Air which is drawn in doth not
pafs out through the Windpipe, and fo with force is
directed and fent to the Eyes and by their pores
palTing cut doth expel iuo hnir.surs of the Eyes; the
which humours being fo expulfed do bring leans.
Sf Why dofuch as weep much, urine but little f
A. Becaufe ( faith Arijiotle ) the Radical humidity of a Tear, and of Urine, are of one and the
fame nature. A-nd therefore where weeping doth
increafe, their Urine doth deminifh; and that
they be of one nature is plain to the tafte, becaufe
they are both fait.
IVhy do feme that have clear Eyes fee nothing
at all
A. By reafon he oft Oppilarion and naughtinefs
of the linews with which we fee. For the Temples
being deftroyed, the ftrength of the Hght cannot
be carried from the Brain to the Eye, as the
philofopher doth teach, lib. de Sen. & fenfatio.
;

;

?
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A. Becaufe the things which may be feen, are
better beaten back from a fmooth thing than other
wife, that thereby the fight fiiould ftrengthen.
Secondly, 1 anfwer, it is becaufe the eye is very
moift above all parts of the Body, and of a waterifh nature and as the water is clear and fmooth,
fo likewife is the Eye.
Q. Why do Men which have their Eyes deep in their
head fee well afar cf\ and the like in Beafts
A. Becaufe (faith Arifotle 2 de Gener. animal)
the force and power by which we fee is difpers’d in
them, doth go diredlly to the thing which is feen.
And this is proved by a fimilitude, becaufe ihat
when a Man doth (land in a deep Ditch, or Well,
he doth fee in the day time,, handing in thofe
places the fiats of the Firmament; as Arifiotle doth
teach in his Treatife de forma fpccula becaufe that
then the power of the fight and of the beames are
not Scattered.
Q. Wherefore do ihpfe Men which have their Eyes
far out and not deep in their heads, fee but meanly,
:

?

,

;

,

and not far ehftant I
, A. Becaufe (faith Arijiotle) the beams of the
light which pals from the eye, are Scattered on eyery fide, and do go direftly unto the thihg that is
Teen, and therefore the fight is weakened.
Q. W hy are many Beafts born blind, as Liens
W helps, and Dogs W helps r
A. Becaufe fuch Beaits are not as yet of perfect
,

ripenefs and maturity, and the courfe of nutriment
Both not work in them. And. this is proved by a
limilitude of the Swallow, whole Eyes, if they
were taken out when they are little ones in the
Neft, would grow again, and this is plain in many
•other Bcafis, which are brought forth before tkeir
time, as it were dead, as Bears Whelps. And this
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reafon doth belong rather fo the Perfpedlive than
the Natural Philofopher.
Q. Why do the Eyed of ihe Woven that hath her
flowersfain anew Glafs, as Aridotle/m'/Z'’, de SomeVirgil, and this is the like Problem, Why doth a
no
Bafilifk kill a Man with his Sight
A. To the fird I anfwer, that when the Flowers
do run from a Women, then a mod venomous Air
is diflblved in them, which doth afeend unto the
Women’s Head and die having grief of her Head, .
doth cover it with many Veins and Kerchiefs; and
becaufe the Eyes are full of finall infendble holes,
which are called Pores, there the air feeketh a
pafiage, and fo doth infedl the eyes, which are
full of blood. And their Eyes do appear alfo
drooping and full of tears, by reafon of the evil
vapour that is in them, and thofe vapours are incorporated and multiplied, until they come unto
the Glafs before them and by reafon that fuch a
Glafs is found, clear and fmooth, it doth eafily
receive that which is unclean.
To the fecond it'is anfwered, that the Bafililk is
a very venemous and infedled Bead, and that there
pais from his Eyes venomous vapours, which arc
multiplied upon the thing whicn is leer by him,
and even unto the Eye of Man : The which venomous vapours of humours entering into the body,
do infedl him and fo in the End the Mandieth.
And this is alfo the reafon why the Ratililk look'ng
upon a Shield perfedlly well made with fad clammy
pitch, or any hard fmooth thing, doth kill himfelf
becaufe the humours are beaten back from the
fmooth hard thing unto the Bafililk,,by which beating back he his killed. And the like is faid of a
Woman when Ihe hath her monthly difeale, where
of it followeth,that fome old Women dohurt themfelves when they look upon glades or other firm
and fblid things, in the time of their Terms.
?

;

;
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Why is notfparkling Cat’s Eyes and Wolves Eye s

feen in the light, and not in the dark

?

A. Becaufe that the greater bght doth darken the
lefler, and therefore in a greater light the fparkling
cannot be feen but the greater the darknefs, the
eafieritis feen, and is made more ftrong and fhining
becaufe it is notthen hirdered by a greater external
light which might darken it,
Q. Why doth a Mnn beholding himfelf in a Glafs,
prejenily forget his onjjn difpvjition
A. Anfwer is made in Lib. de forma fpeculi. That
the Image feen by theglafs, doth reprefent it weakly and indirectly to the power of the fight; and becaufe it is reprefently weakly, it is alfo weakly apprehended,and by confequence is not long retained.
CK Why is the fight recreated and refrejhed by a
green colour, as this Verfe Jhe<weth
Fens, fpcculum gramcn oculis fmt ah-viamen.
A. Becaufe the green colour doth meanly move
the inTmunent of fight, and therefore doth comfort
the Sight; but this doth net black nor white colours
becaufe the colours dc vehemently ftir and alter the
Organ and Inilrument of the light, and therefore
make the greater violence, but by how much the
more violent the thing is which is felt or feen, the
more it doth deftroy and weaken the fenfe, as Arijiotle d oth teach, Lib 2dc animal.
?

?

Of the Nofe.
QT

T7 H T doth the. Nofe fand out
other parts of the Body ?

VV

farther

than

A. There are two Anfwers : The firft, hecanfe
the Nofe is as it were the fink of the Brain, by
which the flegm of the Brain is purged; and therefore it doth hand forth, left the other parts ihould
be defiled. The fecond (according to Conjiant.)
is becaufe the Nofe is the beauty of the Face, and
therefore it doth (hew itfelf, and {bine. It doth

of JRISTOTLE.

21

fmell alfo, and adorn the Face
as Beetus faith,
de difcip. School.
€ Why bath Man the voorji
fmdlof all ether living
Creatures, as it doth appear Lib. de Animal
A. Becaufe the Man (as the Commentator faith)
in refpedl of his Quantity hath the moll brain of all
Creatures. And therefore by that exceeding coldnefs and moiftnefs, the Brain wanteth a good difpofxtion and by confequence the fmelling, feeing
Inilrument is not good, as Arijiotle and Thcmijiocles
do teach, Yea, fome Men there be which do not
fmell at all.
W hy do the Vulture or Cormorant fmell ’very
•well, as the Commentator doth fay
A. Becaufe they have a very dry brain, and therefore the Air carrying the fmell, is not hindered by
the humidity of the Brain, but doth prefently touch
his Inftruraent: And therefore he faith, That the
Vultutes Tygers, and other Beads, came*five hundred
Miles to the dead Bodies, after a battle in Greece.
Why did Nature make the Nojirils
A. For three commodities. Firll, becaufe that
the Mouth being Ihut, we draw breath in by the
Noftrils to refrefh the Heart with, the fecond commodity is, becaufe thatthe Air which proceedeth
from the Mouth, doth favor badly, became i t doth
favor of the vapours which rife from the ftomach,
but that which we breath from the Nofe, is not
noifom. The third is, becaufe theflcgm which doth
proceed from the Brain is purged by them.
Why doth Men J’nee"Xe
A. Becaufe that the expulfive virtue or power,
and the light, (hould'thereby be purged, and the
brain alfo from fuperfluities, becaufe that the lungs
are purged by coughing, fo is the fight and brain by
fneezing, and thofe which fneeze oft, are faid to
have a lirong Brain, and therefore the Phyficians
give fneezing Medicaments to purge the brain, and
;

?

,

?

,

?

?
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fuch fick Perfon as cannot fneeze, die quicklv,
becaufe it is a Sign their Brain is wholly Huffed
with evil Humours, which cannot be purged.
Why do fuch as are Apopleftich fneeze that is,
fuch as arefubjed eafly to bleed
A. Becaufe the paflages and ventricles of the
brain are Hopped in them; and if they could fneeze,
their Apoplexy would be loofed.
Why doth the heat of the Sun provoke fneezing,
and not the heat of the Fire
A. Becaufe the heat of the Sun doth now diffblve
and not confume and therefore the Vapour diffolved is expelled by fneezing, but the heat of the
Fire doth diifolve and confume, and therefore rather doth hinder fneezing than provoke.
*

;

?

?

;

Of the Ears.
Hl' do Beads move their Ears and not Man
Becaufe there is a certain Mufcle
he Jaw, which doth caufe motion in the
Ear; and therefore that Mufcle being extended
and ftretched, Men do not move their Ear, as it
hath been feen in diverfe Men; but all Beads do
ufe that Mufcle or flelhy Sinew, and therefore do
move their Ears.
' Why is Rain prognofticated by the pricking up of
the AJfes Ears
A. Becaufe the Afs is a very melancholy Beaft,
and it procecdeth from Melancholy that he doth
forefee Rain to come. In the time of Rain all
Beafts do prick up their Ears, and therefore the
Afs perceiving that it will Rain, doth pack up his
Ears before it come.
CK Wby havefome Beajis no Ears
A. Arijiotle doth anfwer and fay, that Nature
doth give unto every thing that which is fit for it;
but if fhe fnould have given Birds Ears, their flying
would have been hindered by them. LikewifeFifh do
?

JA.

?

?
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becaufe they would hinder their fwimifting and have only certain little holes thro’ which
they hear, as Arfiotle declares by the Sea-Calf.
Why have Hats Ears, feeing theyfeem to beBirds*
A. Becauie they ate partly Birds in Nature, in
that they do fly, by reafon whereof they have Wings
and partly they are hairy, becaufe they are Mice,
therefo.e Nature, as being wife, gave them Ears.
Sf Why hath Man only round Ears
A. Becauie the Shape of the whole and of the
parts fhould be proportionable and efpecially in all
things of one Nature for as a Drop of water is
round, fo the whole Water, John de facro Bofco doth
prove. And fo becaufe a Man’s Head is round,
the Ears incline towards the fame Figure but the
Heads of Bealls are fomewhat long, and fo the
Ears are drawn into length alfo.
Qi Why did Nature give living Creatures Ears
A. For twoCauies. i. Becaufe with them they
fhould hear. 2. Becaufe that by the Ears cholericic
fuperfluity is purged; for as the Herd is purged of
flegmatick fuperfluity by the Nofe, fo from cholerick by the Ears.
want Ears,
;

?

;

;

?

Of the Mouth.
hath the Mouth Litn to ccmt>afs it ?
A. According to Confi. because the Lips
do cover and defend the Teeth, it were unieemly
that the Teeth ihould always be Teen. Another

anfwer is, that the Teeth are of a cold nature, and
would therefore be foon hurt, if they were not
Another moral Reafoiy is,
covered with Lips.
b;caufe‘a Man Ihould not be too hally of Speech.
EK Why hath a Alan two Eyes, two Ears and
hut one Mouth
A. Becaufe a Man fhouldfpeak but little, and fee
and hear snuch. And withal, Arijiotle doth fay, that
the hearing in the Light doth Ihew us the difference
?
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of many things, and Seneca doth agree unto this,
affirming, that Nature environ’d fhe Tongue with
a double cloyfter, and Teeth and Lips, and has
made the Ears open and wide, and has given us but
one Mouth, to fpeak little, tho’ we hear much.
Why hath a Man a Mouth
A. For many commodities, i. Becaufe the Mouth
is the gate and door of the ftomach. 2. Becaufe the
Meat is chewed in the Mouth and prepared anc
made ready for the firft digeftion, altho’ Avicen.
doth hold, that the firft digeftion is made in the
Mouth. 3. Becaufe that the Air drawn into the
hollow of the Mouth, for the refrefhing of the
Heart, is made more pure and fubtile. And for
many other caufes, which fhall hereafter appear.
Q. Why are the Lips moveable
A. Becaufe of forming the Voice and Words,
wh'.ch cannet be perfedly done without them. For
as without a, b, c, there are no writing, fo without
the Lips no Voice can be well formed.
Why do Men gape
A This glofs upon the laft part of Hippocrates's
Aphorifms faith, That it proceeds of Weanfomnefs,
as when a Man fitteth among fuch as ne doth nor
know, whofe Company he would willingly be rid
of. Belides, Gaping is caufed of the thick furm
and vapours which fill the Jaws, by the expulfiq:
of which is caufed the ftretching out and expulfioi
of the Jaws, and opening of the Mouth, which i
called gaping.
Why doth a Man gape, when he feet h another
Man gapes
A. This proceedeth of imagination. And this
is proved by a fimilitude, for an afs is animal <vala\
fenfibile by reafon of his Melancholy, becaufe he
doth retain his luperfluity a longtime, and would
neither eat nor pifs, unlefs he ftxould hear another
pifs. And fo a Man doth gape thro* imagination
?

?

?

.

?

,

which another Man doth gape.
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Of the Teeth.
do they only, amongfi all other Bones,
the fenfe of feeling?
A. Becaufe (as Avicen. and Galen do fay) they
might difeern of heat and cold which hurts them,
which other bones need not.
Why have Men more teeth than Women
A. By reafon of the abundance of heat and
blood, which is more in Men than in Women.
Q. Why do the teeth grow to the end ofour life, and
not the other bones
A. Becaufe otherwife they would be confumed
with chewing and grinding.
Qi, Why do teeth only come again when they fall, or
be taken out, and other bones taken away grow no more?
A. Becaufe that according unto Arif ode, all other
bones are ingendered of the humidity which is
Called Radical, and fo they breed in the Womb
of the Mother, but the teeth are ingendered of
nutritive humidity, which is renewed and increafed from day to day.
Why do the foreteeth fall in Youth, and grow
again and not the Cheek teeth
A, This proceedeth of the defedt of matter, and
of the figure, becaufe the foreteeth are ffiarp, and
the other broad. Bat according to Arifode, there
is another anfwer; that is, that it is the office of
the foreteeth to cut the meat, and therefore they
are (harp; and the office of the other to chew the
meat, and therefore they are broad in faffiion,
which is fitted for that purpofe.
Why do the fore-teeth grew the foomf
A. Becaufe we want them fooner in cutting than
the other in chewing.
Why do teethgrow black in the oldage of living
Creatures

VV

fid

?

?
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?
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A. This proceedeth of the corruption of the
and the corruption of fiegm, with a naughty
cholerick humour.
Q. Why are Colts teeth yellow, and of the colour of
Saffron when they are young, and wax white when
they be old?
A. Arijiotle faith, that a Horfe hath abundance
of watry humour's in him, which in his youth are
digefted and converted into grofthefs; but in old
age heat is diminiftied, and the watry humours remain, whofe proper colour is white.
Why didnature give living Creatures Teeth ?
A. Arijiotle faith (lib de General animal) to fome
to fight with, and for defence of their life, as unto
Wolves and Bears; unto fome to eat with, as unto
Horfes; unto fome for the forming of their voice,
as unto Men, as it appearelh by the Commentary
in the Book de animal.
Why do horned beafts want theirupper Cheek teeth?
A. According to Arijiotle in his book de animal.
Horns and Teeth are caufed of the felf fame matter, that is of nutrimental humidity, and therefore
the matter which pafleth into Horns turncth not into Teeth, confequently want the upper Teeth.
And fuch beafts, according unto Arijiotle cannot
chew well; whereupon for want of Teeth they
have two Stomachs byconfequence, andfodochew
their meat twice; and they do firft convey their
meat into the firft; Stomach or Belly, and then return it from whence it came and chew it.
Why arefame Creatures Iroughtforth with teeth
as Kids and Lambs or fame without as Men
A. Nature doth not want in things neceftary,
nor abound in things fuperfluous; and therefore
becaufe thefe beafts not long after they be fallen
do need teeth, are fallen with teeth but Men are
nourilhed with their mothers dugs fora time; and
therefore for a time want teeth.
meat,

,

,

?

,

;
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Why have not birds teeth ?
A. Becaufe the matter of teeth palfeth into their
beak, and therefore there is their digeftion : oreifc
it is anfwered, that although they do not chew with
teeth, yet their head in digeftion doth fupply the
want

of teeth.

Of the Tongue.
H T is the ‘Tongue full of Pores
A, According to Arijiotle de animal, becaufe the Tongue is the means whereby we tafte;
and through the mouth, in the pores of the tongue,
the tafte doth come into the fenfe of tafting. Otherwife it is anfwered, that frothy fpittle is fent
into the mouth by the tongue from the lungs,
moiftening the meat, and making it ready for the
firft digeftion; and therefore the Tongue is full of
Pores, becaufe many have paflage through it.
Why doth the tongue of fuch as are Jick of A~
gues judge all things bitter
A. Becaufe the llomachsof fuch Perfons is filled
with cholerick humours; and choler is very bitter;
as it appeareth by the gall, and therefore this bitter
fume doth infeft the tongue; andfo the tongue being full of thefe talles, doth judge them bitter, altho*
the bitternefs be not in the meat, but in the tongue.
CK. Why doth the tongue water when we hear Jour
and jharp things named
A. Becaufe the imaginative virtue or power is
of greater force than the power and faculty of
tailing, and when we imagine a talle, we conceive
it by the power of tailing as by a mean, becaufe
there is nothing felt by the talle, but by means of
that fpittle the tongue doth water.
Why do feme Jiammer and fame lifp
A. This happeneth from manycaufes, fometimes
through the moiftnefs of the tongue and brain, as
in Children, which cannot fpeak plainly, nor
?

?

?

?
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pronounce many letters. Sometimes it happeneth
by the reafon of the fhrinking of certain ftnews,
which are corrupted with flegm: for fuch linews
there be which go to the Tongue.
Why are the Tongues of Serpents and mad Dogs

<venomous

?

A Becaufe of malignity and tumofity of the venomous humour which doth predominate in them.
Why is a Dogs tongue fit and apt for medicine,
.

and

contrari'wife and Horfe s tongue peftiferous
1

?

A ’Tis by reafon of fome fecret p;operty; or
elfe it may be faid the tongue of a Dog is full of
Pores, and fo doth draw and take away the vifcofity of the wound. Some fay that a Dog hath by
nature fome humour in his tongue, with the which
by licking he doth heal; the contrary is in a Horfe.
Q_ Why is fpittle 'white?
A. By reafon of the continual moving of the
tongue, whereof heat is engendered, which doth
make white this fuperfluity, which is fpittle; as it
is feen in the froth of Water.
Why is fpittle unfavoury and 'without tafte?
A. If it had a certain determinate tafte, then
the tongue would not tafte at all, but fhould only
have the tafte of fpittle, and fo could not receive
other taftes.
Q. Why doth the fpittle of one that is fifing heal
.

an Impnfthume

?

A . Becaufe (according to A'uicen.) it is well digefled, and made fubtile.
Why dofame abound in fpittle more than others ?

A. This doih proceed of a flegmatic complex-

ion, which doth predominate in them, and there-

fore the Fhyflcians doth fay, that fuch fhoold take
heed of a quotidian Ague, which arifeth from the
predomination of flegm; the contrary in thofe
that fpit little, becaufe heat abounds in them,
which confumes the humidity of the fpittle; and
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the defe£l of fpittle is a fign of Fever.
Why is thefpittle of a Man that is fafing mere
fulfil than of one who is full?
J. Becatife that the Spittle is without the vifco*
fity of meat, which is wont to make the fpittle of
one who is full, grof? and thick.
From whence proceedeth the Spittle of Man P
A. From the froth of the Lungs; which according to the Phyficians, are thr leat of flegm.
Q_ Why arefuch beafts as often go together for geo

neration very full offoam and froth ?
A. Becaufe that when the Lights and the Heart
are in a great motion of Luil, therefore there is ingendered in them much frothy matter.

Q. IVby have

not

birds fpittle

?

A. Becaufe they have very dry lungs,

Ariflotle in

according

his fifth book de Animc.l.
Q_. tt'hy do fuck as are called Epileptic!, that is,
fuch as are overwhelmed, and as it were drowned in
their own Blood, and are difeafed, favour badly and
corruptly
A. The anfwer, according to the Phvficians is
becaufe the peccant nia'ter lieth in the head but
if he do vomit, then the matter is in the Itomach,
but if he pifs much, then the matter is in the paffage of the Urine; but if they begin to have feed,
then it is in the vefiels of the feed, and ?.ccording
to this the Phyficians do Purge them.
IVhy doth the Tongue laefe Jomeirmis the life of
fpeaking
A. The anfwer is out of Hippoc. that this doth,
happen thro’ a Palfyor Apoplexy, that is a fudden
effullon of blood, and of a grpfs humour, and
fometimes alfo by infection of Spiritus animalis in
the middle Cell of the brain, which hinders that
Spirits not carried to the Tongue, and fo is Galen’s
meaning, for by the expreffion of the tongue many
adions of divers paflions are made manifelt.
unto

?

:

;

?

The PROBLEMS

Of the Roof of the Mouth.
HT are the fruits before they he ripe, of a
naughty relijh, or bitter, and after fweet P
A. A naughty relifh in tafte proceedeth of coldnefs, and want of heat in grofs and thick humidity,
but a fweet tafte proceedeth of fufficient heat, and
therefore in the ripe Fruit the humidity is fubtil
thro’ the heat of the Sun, and therefore fuch Fruits
are commonly fweet, but before they be ripe, and
humidity is grofs or fubtil for want of heat, and
therefore the Fruit is bitter and four.
Why are we better delighted with fweet taftes
them with hitter or any other
A. Becaufe Nature is delighted with fweetnefs.
The reafon is, becaufe a fweet thing is hot and
moift, and through his heart doth diffolve and
confume fuperfluous humidities, and by this humidity immundicity is wafhed away, but a ftiarp eager
take, by reafon of the cold which predominates
in it, doth bind over much and prick and offend
the parts of the body in purging. And therefore
we do not delight in that tafte, becaufe the Phylicians councel us to eat nothing that is bitter in the
Summer, nor in a great heat; and the reafon is,
becaufe bitternefs doth breed heat; but we fhall eat
bitter things in Winteronly. And therefore Arifotle
doth fay, that fweet things are grateful unto Nature, and do greatly nourilh.
CK Why doth a Jharp tafte as of Vinegar, provoke
appetite rather than any other P
A. Becaufe it is cold, and doth cool. Now it is
the nature of cold todeftreand draw, and therefore
is caufe of Appetite. Mark, that there are nine
kinds of taftes; three which proceeds from heat,
three from cold, and three from a temperate mean.
Why do we draw in more Air than we breath

Q_.

VV

,

?

,
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A. Arifiotle andAlbert us in his Book demotu cordis

y

do anfwer, that much Air is drawn in, and fo converted into nutriment, which together with the vital
fpirits is contained in the lungs. Wherefore a beaft
is not fuifocated, fo long as he receives air with the
lungs, in which fome part of the air remaineth alfo.
Why doth the air fiem to he expelled and put
forth, feeing that indeedthe air is invifible by reafon of
,

its variety and thinnefs?
A. Becaufe the air which is received in us, is
mingled with vapours and fumofity of the Heart,

by reafon whereof it is made thick, and fois Teen.
And this is proved by experience, becaufe that in
winter vve fee our breath, for thecoldnefsof air doth
bind the breath mixed with fumofilies, and fo it is
thickened and madegrofsand byconfequenceisfeea.
Why havefome Men finking breath?
A. The anfwer is, according to the phyfici'ans,
bdcaufe there rife evil fumes from the ftomach and
fometimes it doth proceed from the corruption of
the airy parts of the body, as of the lungs. And
the breath of lepers is fo infefted, that it doth poifon the birds that are near them, becaufe the inward parts are very corrupt, as appears by Conjl
de fin. Now the Leprofy is a nourifhment of all
the parts of the body together with a corrupting
of them and it doth begin in the blood, and exterior Members of the body.
Q_ Why are Lepers hoarfe
A. Became that in them the Infiruments vocal
are corrupted, that is the Lights.
Why do Men become hoarfe
A. Becaufe of the Rheum defending from the
brain, filling the conduit of the lights; or fometimes through fome impotthumes of the throat or
Rheum gathering in the Neck.
Why have Females of all living Creatures the
JhrilkJi Voice a Crow only excepted and a Woman
;

.

;

?

?

,
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Jhrilkr than a Man, and /mailer
A. According to Arifotle by reafon of thecompofition of the veins and vocal arteries of voice is
formed, as appears by a fimilitude, becaufe a fmall
pipe founds (hriller than a great. And alfo in
Women, becaufe the pafiage where the voice is
formed, is made narrow and ftrsit, by reafon of cold,
it being the nature of cold to bind but in Men that
pafTage is open and wider through heat, becaufe it
is the property of heat to open and diffolvc. It
proceedeth in Women through the moifinefs of the
lungs, and wcaknefs of heat. Young Men and
difeafed have {harp and fhrill Voices for the fame
caufe. And this is the natural caufe why aManchild
at his birth time doth cry, a. i. which is a bigger
found, and the Female e. which is a (lender found
as it pleafeth Libertinus, when he faith, Mafculas d
?

,

;

trofert.

Why doth the Voice change in Menand Women ?
in Mess at 14, in Women at 12, in Men when they
begin to yield Seed, in Women when breajis begin to
grow, as Aiiftotle fays L. de Animal.
,

A. Becaufe then faith Arifotle, the beginning of
the Voice is (lachened and loofened and he prove
this by a fimilitude of a firing of an Inftrument
let down or loofcd, which gives a great found. He
proves it another way, becaufe Creatures which
are gelded, as Eunuchs, Capons, lAc. have fofter
and fienderer V oices than others, by reafon that
;

they want Stones.
j?. Why is notaWolfhcarfewhenaManlooksonhim?
A. Becaufe a Man is not fo cold as a Wolf, nor
of fo malignant a quality.
bleed when he is
£V Why d'-th a Man which is

fain

fees’, of him who killed him ?
A. This proceedeth of divine caufe, and not of
a natural, becaufe his blood calleth for Vengeance
againft the Murderer j but if there be any natural
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caufe of it, ’tis this The committer of this wicked faft calling it to mind, is very forry for it, and
repents him of it, is in anguiih of mind, and in a
great heat through the Imagination he hath conceived, and by that means all his Spirits do ftir and
boil, and repair into the Inftruments of the fight,
and fo go out by the beams of the fight of the
Eyes, unto the wounds which are made, which if
they be frelh, do prefently fall a bleeding. Befides,
this is done by the help of the Air then breathed
in, which being drawn from the wound, caufed it
to bleed.
fK Why do fmall Birds Jing more and lo'uder than
great ones, as appears in the Lark and Nightingale
A. Becaufe the fpirits of fmali buds are fubtil
and foft, and the Organ conduit ftrait, as appeared in a Pipe, and therefore follow eafsly any Defire, and fo do fmg very&loft.
iff Why doth the Male fmg snore than the Female
as appeareth in all living Creatures
A. It proccedeth from the defire of carnal Comoved
pulation, becaufe that then the
throughout all the body with theaforefaid appetite
and dellre. And, generally fpeaking, the Females
are colder than the Males.
Sf Why do Bees, Wafps, Flies, Locufis, and many
other fich like Injetts make a noife, feeing they have no
Lungs, nor Infiruments of tile Voice
A. According to Arifiotle-, there is in them a certain fmall Skin, which when the air doth llrike, it
caufeth the found, and there is a ftrange found.
Sf Why do not Fijh make a found
A. Becaufe according to Arif ode, they have no
Lungs, but only Gills, nor yet a Heart; and therefore they need not the drawing in of the air, and
by confequence they make no noife, becaufe that
(according to Arifiotle) a Voice is a percufiion of
the Air whichis drawn.
;
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Of the Neck.
HT hath a living- Creature a Neck?

A. Becaufe the Neck is the fupporter of
the Head, as Ariftotle teacheth and therefore the
Neck is the middle between the Head and the
Body, to the intent that by it, and by its Sinews,
as by certain means and ways, motion and fenfe
of the body might be conveyed throughout all the
body; and that by means of the Neck, as it were
by a diftance, the Heart, which is very hot, might
be feparated from the brain.
If Why do fome beafis want Necks, as Serpents and
Fijhes
A, Becaufe fuch beafts want a heart, and therefore they want that diftance which we have fpoken
of; or elfe we anfwer, they have a Neck in fome
inward part of them, but *t:s not diftinguifhed outwardly from the Heart to the Head.
If Why is the Neckfull of Bones and Joints
A. Becaufe it may bear and fuftain the Head
the ftronger; alfo becaufe the back bone is joined
to the brain in the Neck, and from thence it receives
Marrow, which is of the fubftance with the brain.
f Why have fome Bcafs long Necks, as Cranes,
Storks, andfuch like
A. Became fucb beafts do feek their living in
the bottom of the Water, and therefore have fuch
Necks; and fome beafts have ftiort Necks; as
Sparrow-hawks, &c. becaufe inch as ravenous
beafts, and therefore forftrength have ftiort Necks;
as appeareth in the Ox, which hath a ftiort Neck,
and therefore ftrong.
f Why is the Neck hollow, and efpecially before
about the ’Tongue ?
A. Becaufe there be two paflages, whereof the
one doth carry the Meat unto the nutritive Inftrufiicnt, as to the Stomach and Liver, and is called
?

?

?
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of the Greeks Oefaphagus', and t’other is the Wind"
pipe.

Why is the artery made with rings and circles ?
A. The better to bowand give a good founding
again.

Q, Why doth a Chicken monte a good /pace after his
Head is off, and a Man beheaded never Jiirreth
A. Becaufe a Chicken, and fuch like, have
flreight Sinews and Arteries, and therefore Spirit
of moving continueth long after the Head is off;
but Men, and many beads, have long and large
Sinews and Arteries, and therefore the motive fpirits do quickly depart from them, and fo by coniequence cannot more their bodies.
?

Of the Shoulders and Arms.
HY hath a Man Shoulders and Arms ?
A. To give and carry burdens, accord-

ing to Arijiotle.
Why are his Arms round
A. For the fwifttr and fpeedier work, becaufe
that Figure is fitteft to move.
Why are his Arms thick ?
A. Becaufe they Ihould be ftrong to lift and
bear burthens, or thruft and give a ftrong blow
fo their bones are thick, becaufe they contain much,
marrow, for fear they Ihould be eaftly corrupted,
and marred; but manow cannot fo well be contained in fmall bones, as in great.
£ Why dofuch as are difeafed and in grief, uncover
and cover their arms, andJucb alfo as are in agony
A. Becaufe fach are near unto death; and it is
a ftgn of death by reafon of great grief, which caufeth that uncovering, as Hippocrates doth teach lib,
Prognof.
Why do the arms become fmall and fender in
fame ficknefs as in Madmen and /mb as are Jick of
the Dropjy ?
?

;

?

,

,
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A. Becanfe all the Parts of the body do fuffer
the one with the other, and therefore one member
being in grief, all the humours do concur and run
thither to give fuccour and help to the afotefaid
grief. For when the head doth ach, all humours
of the Arms do run into the head, and therefore
the Arms become fmall and (lender, becaufe they
want their proper nutriment.
O. Why have brute beafs no Arms
A. Th'eir fore feet are inltead of Arms, and in
their place. Or el'fe we may anfwer more fitly, becaufe all beafts have fome part for their defence
and to fight with, as the Wolf his f et, the Cow her
horns, the Horfe his hinder feet, Birds their beak
and wings, but only Man hath his arms.
?

Of the Hands.
R what ufe hath 'a Man Hands, and an Ape
alfo, which is like unto a Man ?
A. The Landis an inftrument which a Man doth
efpecially make ufe of, becaufe many things are
done by the hands, and not by any other part, as

FO

Ariftotle doth teach.
<p. Why arefeme Men Ambo dexter, thatis,ufng

the left hand as the right
A. By reafon of the great heat of the heart, and
for the hot bowing of the fame, for that it is which
makes a Man as nimble of the left hand as of the
n’oht; and without doubt are of good complexions.
O. Why are not Women Ambo dexter as well as
Men. Hid. ult. Aphorif.
A. Bccaufe as Galen faith, a Woman in health
that is moft hot, is colder than the coldeft Man in
health, I fay, in health, for if (he have an Ague,
Ihe is accidentally better than a Man.
Q. Why are the fingers full of faints
A. To be more fit and apt to receive, and keep
the things received*
?

?
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If Why hath every finger three joints, and th e
thumb hut tnvo
A. The thumb hath three, but the thirdis joined unto the arm therefore is llronger than the other fingers:. and is bet er in ftrength, feeing it is
alfo in quantity : and is called pollox a pallet, that
is, to excel in drength.
j-P. W hy are the fingers of the right hand nimbler
than the fingers of the left as
faith.
A. It prcceedeth from the heat which doth
predominate in thofe parts, which caufeth great
agility.
f Why are the fingers thicker before meat than
after as Albertus faith
A. According to the Phyficlans, becaufe a Man
which '3 fading is full of bad humour, anddiverfe
fumofities, which puffs up the parts of the body,
and the fingers alfo but when thofe humours are
expelled through meat, the fingers become more
fiender. And for the fame reafon, a man which
is fading is heavier than when he hath Meat in his
belly, as is mod plain in faders. Another reafon
may be given, that is, becaufe that after Meat
the heat is departed from the outward Parts of the
body into the inward, to help digeftion, and therefore the outward and external parts become {lender
but afier the digedioa is made, the blood turneth
again to the exterior parts, and then they become
?

,

?

;

:

;

great

if

again.

Why

are

fome Men left

handed?

A. Becaufe the heart fendeth out heat unto the
right fide but mere unto the left; and doth alfo
work a fiendc/nefiand fubtility on the left fide.

Of the Nails.
whence do hai!s proceed F
A. Of the famoiity and humours, which are
refolved, and go into the extremeties of the fingers.
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and they are dried through the power of the external air. and brought to the hardnefs of a horn.
Why do the Nails ofold Men grow black andpale
A. Becaufe the heat of the heart decayeth,
which decaying, their beauty decayeth alfo.
Q_ Why are Men judged to be good or evil Complexion by the colour of their Nails
A. Becaufe they give witnefs of the goodnefs or
badnefsof the heart, and therefore of the Complexion for if they be fomewhat red, they betoken choler well tempered but if they be inclined to red,
and fomewhat toblacknefs, they betoken a fanguine
Complexion but if they be yellowiih or black,
they iignify Melancholly.
Why do white/pots appear in the Nails
A. Through mixture of flegm with the nutriment.
?

?

;

;

?

Of the Breaft.
the
ft hollow
there is the feat of the Ipiritual
Q:FasnalA.RBecaufcreafon
which
mod
the
O

what

is

Brea

Members,
are
Heart and Lights; and therefore
might be kept from hurt, it was
tread Ihould be hollow.
Why hath a Man the broadeft
and

ing Creatures

?

?

noble, as
becaufe thefe
neceffary the

breajl

of liv-

A. Becaufe the fpirits of Men are weak and
fubtile, and therefore do require a fpacious place
wherein they are contained as the bread is.

Why are the hreajis of Beajis round?
A. Becaufe they be in continual motion, and that
figure is fitted for motion, as AriJ}, faith 4 Phy.
Why do we draw thofe things we love to ourhreaf?
A. Becaufe the.* firtt and t. deleft pan of the heart
is under the bread; and therefore that which the
heart doth love, we draw to the bread, by reafon
of the neighbourhood it has vv’th the heart, fo applying the thing loved unio the JLover.
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Why have Women narrower breajis than Men
A. Becaufe there’s more heat in Men, whichdoth
naturally move to the uppermolt part of them, making thofe parts great and large; and therefore a
great bread is a token of courage, as Ariji. faith,
declaring this to be true by the Lion and Bull, but
in Women cold predominates, which naturally tends
downwards, and therefore faith Ariji. Women oft
fall on their Tail, becaufe the hinder parts are
grofs and heavy, by reafon of cold afcending thither; but a Man commonly falls on his bread, by
reafon of his greatnefs and thicknefs.
?

Of the Paps and Dugs.
J

are the Paps placed upon the bread
A. Becaufe the br6aft is the feat of the
heart, which is moft hot, and therefore the Paps
grow there, to the end that the Monies being conveyed thither, as being near to the heat of the
heart, fhould the fooner be digeifed and perfected,
and converted into the matter and fubftance of Millc.
Q_ Why are the Paps below the breafis in beafis
and abo-ve the bteajl in Women
A. Bccaufe a Woman goes upright, and has two
legs only; and therefore if her Paps (hould be below her breads they would hinder her going; but
beads have four feet, and therefore they are not
hindered in their going.
Q_ Why have not Men as great Paps and Breajls as
Women
A. Becaufe a Man hath no monthly Terms, and
therefore hath no VelTel deputed for them. And
yet Arijiotle faith, that Men have fmall Paps, and
Women have little fmall Stones.
Which Paps are hejl for Children to fuck, great
ones or little ones, or the mean between both
A. In great ones,theHeatis difperfed,and there is
no good DigelUon of the Milk; but in (mail ones the

O'”
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Power and force is ftrong, becaufe a vertue united
is ftrongeft, and by consequence there is good working and digeftion of the Milk, and therefore the
fmallare better than the great ones, but yet the mean
one’s are bell: of all, becaufe every mean is belt.
CK_ Why do thePaps ofyoung Women begin to grous
great about 13 or 14 Tears of age as Albertus Jaith?
A. Becaufe that then their Terms begin to have
Courfe and encreafe, and Arijiotle faith, Mens feed
and Womens flowers begin to encreafe at one age.
Q^W hy do thePaps ofJuch Women as caft theirChild
nvax foft, as Hippocrates faith, Part 2. Aphor.
A. Becaufe then the flowers have no courfe t,o the
teats, by which the young one is nouriflied, but follow their ordinary courfe and therefore wax foft.
Why bath a Wotaati which is with Child of a
Boy the right Pap harder then the left
Becaufe the Male Child is conceived in the
right fide of the Mother, as Hippocrates faith; and
therefore the Flowers do run to the right Pap, and
make it hard.
Why doth it Jhevj *weaknefs cf the Child --when
the Milk dcth drop out of the Paps before the Woman
be delivered?
A. According to Arifictle, becaufe the Milk is
the proper nutriment of the Child in the Womb of
the Mother; and therefore if the Milk run out, it
is a token that the Child is not nourifhed, and
therefore is weak.
Q_. Wby doth the hardnefs of the Paps betoken the
Health of the Child in the Womb
A. Becaufe the Flow ers are converted into Milk,
and that >/jilk doth diffidently nourilh the Child,
and thereby the Strength is fignified
Why hath a Woman hut /-it o Paps, and fame
brute Beads ten or more
A. Becaufefor the moft part, a Woman hath but
one child, either Boyor Girl, and therefore one pap
;
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is fufficient, or two, but beads have many young
ones and therefore fo many teats.
Q. For why are VVomens Paps hard when they he
with Child, and foft at other times
A. They fwell then, and are pulled up, becaufe
the much moiftu; e which proceeds from the flowers
doth ran into the Paps, which at other feafons remaineth in the Matrix or Womb, and it is expelled
by the Place deputed for that end.
Q. By what means doth the Milk of the Paps come
to the Matrix or Womh
A. According to Hippocrates, becaufe there is a
certain knitting and coupling of the Pap with the
Womb, and there are certain Veins which the Midwives do cut in the time of the birth of the Child,
and by thofe Veins the Milk doth How in at the
Navel of the Child, and fo it receives nutriment
by the Navel. Some fay the Child in the Womb
is nourifbed at the Mouth, but that is falfe, becaufe
that fo he fhould void Excrements alio but that is
falfe, becaufe it is not feen where.
Cb W hy is it a Sign of a Male-Child in the W omh
when the Milk that runneth (Ut of the W omans breajl is
thick and not jnuch, and of a Female when it is thin?
A. Bscauiea Woman that gocth with a Boyhath
great heat in her, which doth perfect the Milk and
make it thicker, but fuch as go with a girl have not
fo much heat, and therefore the Milk is undigefted,
and unperfeded, and watry, and thin, and will
fwim above the \vater if it be put into it.
QC For • why is the Milk white feeing the Flowers
are red which it is engendered of?
A. Becaufe blood winch is well purged and concofled becometh white, as appeared! in Flelh,
whole propercolouris red, and being boiled is white.
Another anfwer is, becaufe every, humour which is
ingendered of fuch part of the Body, is made like
unto that part in colour where it is ingendered, as
?

?

;
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it it can be; but becaufe theFlefh of the Paps
is white, therefore the colour of the Milk is white.
Q. W£y doth a Cowgive Milk more abundantlythan
other beafis
A. Becuufe fhe is a great eating bead and where
is much monthly Superfluity ingender’d, there is
much Milk, becaufe it is nothing eife but that blood
purged and try’d; and becaufe a Cow has much
of this monthly blood, fhe has much milk.
Qj_ Why is not Milk wbolefome as Hippocrates
faith. Par. 2. Aphor.
A, According to the opinion of Galen, for diverfe Reafons; Firft, becaufe it doth curdle in the
Stomach, whereof an evil breath is bred. But to
this Hippocrates gives this remedy; faying, if the
third part of it be mingled with running Water, then
it is not hurtful. Another reafon is, becaufe the
Milk doth grow four in the ftomach, where evil
humours are bred, which infeft the breath.
Q_. Why isMilk bad for fitch as have the Head-ach?
A. Becaufe it it eafily turned into great fumofities, and hath much terreftrial fubftance in it, the
which afcending do caufe the Head-ach.
Q. Why is Milk fit Nutrimentfor Infants
A. Becaufe ’tis a natural and ufual Food, and
they were nourished by the fame in the Womb.
For -zvhat reafonare the while meats made of a
new jnilk'd Cow good I
A. Becaufe milk at that time is very fpungy, expel many fumofxties, and does as it were purge at
that time.
Why is the Milk naught for the Child, if the
Woman u/es Carnal Copulation.
A. Becaufein time of carnal Copulation the beft
part of the Milk goes to the Seed veffels, and to
the Womb, and the worft remains in the Paps,
which doth hurt the Child.
Why is the Milk of brown Women better than
that of white?
pear as

?

;
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A. Becaufe brown Women are hotterthan others,
and heat purges the Milk, and fo ’tis better.
Why do Ph Jlcians forbidthe eatingp ijh and Milk
at the fame time ?
A. Becaufe they produce a Leprofy, and becaufe

both flegmatick.
Whyhave not Birds and Pijh Milk and Paps
A. Becaufe Paps would hinder, the flight of Birds.
Fifli alfo have neither Paps nor Milk, as Arijiotle
faith, but the Females caft much Spawn, on which
the male touches with a fmall Gut, which caufes
their kind to be infinite in fijccelfion.

they

are

?

Of Backs.
HT have Beafis Backs

?

A. According toArijlotle for threecaufes.
Firft, becaufe the back fhould be the way and mein
of Body frpm which are extended and fpread through
out all the finews of the back bone, as it appears
in fuch as are hanged, becaufe when they are in
pieces, or without flefh, the finews hang whole in
the chine or back bone. The fecond, becaufe it
fhould be a guard and defence for the foft parts of
the body, as of the ftomach, liver, lights, and fuch
like. The third, becaufe it fhould be the foundation of all the bones, becaufe we fee other bones,
as the ribs, fattened to the back bone.
Why hath Alan aboveallother Creatures-, a broad
hack which he can lye upon, which no beaji can do
A. Becaufe a broad back doth anfwer a broad
breaft if therefore a Man fhould have a fharp back
like unto a beaft, that would be of an unfeemly
fhape and therefore it is requifite that he have a
broad back.
Q. Why hath a Man that lieth on his back horrible
?

;

;

Vijions ?

A. Becaufe the PalTage or fign of the fantafy is
in the fore part of the brain, and fo

open, which is
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thefantafyisdeftroyed,and then thofeVifions follow.
Another reafon is, becaufe when a Man lieth on his
Back, the humours are difturbed and moved upward
where the fantafy is,which by that means is difiurbed.
iR Far why is it naught to lie on the back
A. Becaufe as the Phyficians fay, it difpofes a
Man to Leprofy, Madnefs, and to an Incubus
where you may note, that Mania, or Madaefs, is the
hurt or dillurbance of the fore part of the brain,
with taking away or depravation of the Imagination: but Incubus (i. e. the Night mare) is a Pafnon
of the Heart wherein a Man thinks himfelf to be
ftrangled in his fleep, and fomething lies heavy on
his Stomach, which he would put off.
Ff For why hath the back bone fo many "Joints or
Knots call'd Spondelia by the Ph fcians
A. For themovingand bendingit, without which
that could not be done: and therefore they
Joints
£ay amifs that alledge Elephenfs have no fuch Joints
for without them they could not move.
W hy do Fijb die after their hack bene is hurf
A. Becaufe in Fifh the back bone, is imfead ef
the Heart. Now the Heart is the find thing that
lives, and the laft that dies, and therefore when
the bone is b.oke,
live nolopger.
W hy does a Man die foon after the Marrow is
hurt or perijhed
A. Becaufe the Marrow proceeds from the brain,
which is a principal part of a Man; as appears,
find becaufs the Marrow is white, like the brain;
and fecondly, became it hath a thin Skin or Rind,
which that called Nucha has not, which differs from
the Marrow, becaufe Nucha has two coverings like
the Brain, call’d Pia Mater and Dura Mater.
Why have fame Men the Piles
A. Thofe Men are cold and Melancholy, which
Melancholy firft paffes to the Spleen, its proper Seat
?

,
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but there cannot be retained for the abundance of
blood; for which reafon ’tis convey’d to the.Backbone, where there are certainVeins which terminate
in the back, and receive the blood. When thole
Veins are full of melancholy blood, then the Conduits of Nature are opened, and the blood ilfues
out once a month, like Womens Terms. Thofe
Men who have this courfc of blood are kept from
many Infirmities, as Dropfie, Plague, &c.
W by are the Tews much fuhjeft to thic Dif cafe
A. Divines fay, becaufe they cry’d at the Death
of Chrift, Let his bloodfall upon us and our Children:
Therefore ’tis laid in the Pfalm, PercuJJlt tot Deus
pcftertora dorfi. Another reafon is, becaufe the Jews
eat much flegmatick and cold Meatt, which breed
melancholy blood, but ’tis purged with this flux. A
third reafon is, motion caufes heat, and heat digeftion; but ftridl Jews neither move, labour nor
converfe with Men befldes, they are in continual
fear we Ihould revenge the Death of our Saviour,
which hkewife breeds a coldnefs in them, and hinders digellion, caufing melancholy blood, which is
by this means purged out.
?

:

Of the Heart.
the heart
WHY
of the body,
are

and lungs called lively parts
in Latin Spirituala membra?

A. From the Word Spiritus, which {igaifas breath,
and becauic the vital Spirits are engendered in the Heart. Yet that’s no good anfwer, for
the liver and brain might be fo called, becaufe the
liver giveth Nutriment, and the brain Senfe and
Life: The Coniequence is clear, for the vital Spirits are engendered in the Liver, and the fenfible
and animal Spirits in the brain.
Why are the lungs light fpungy and fullof holes
A. That the Air may the better be received in
them for cooling the Heartland expelling Humours,

life or foul

;
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becaufe the Lungs are the Fan of the Heart; and
as a pair of a bellows is raifed up by taking in the
air, and fhrunk by blowing it oat, fo likewife the
Lungs draw the air to cool the Heart and call it
out, left thro’ too much heat of the air drawn in,
the Heart ftiould be fuffbcated.
W hy is the flejh of trie lungs white
A. Becaufe they are in continual motion.
Q_, Whyhave thofe beajis only lungs that have hearts
A. Becaufe the lungs be no part for themfelves,
but for the heart: and therefore it were fuperfluous
for thofe Creatures to have lungs that have no
hearts; but Nature’s never wanting in things necelfary, nor abounds in fuperfluities.
Qi Whydo/uch Creatures as have no lungs want a
bladder
A. Becaufe fuch drink no water to make their
Meat digeft, but only for the tempering their food,
and therefore they want a bladder and Urine as
appears in fuch birds as do not drink at all, viz.
the Faulcon and Sparrow hawk.
W hy is the heart in the midjl of the hod
A. Becaufe it Ihould impart Life to all the parts
of the body, and therefore ’tis compared to the
Sun, which is placed in the midft of the Planets,
to pour light into them all; therefore the Pythagoreans ftiling the Heavens a great living Creature,
fay, the Sun is the Heart thereof.
CK W by only in Man is the heart on the left fide
A. To the end the heat of the heart fhould mitigate the coldnefs of the Spleen, for the Spleen is
the feat of Melancholy, which is on the left fidealfo.
Wby is the heartfirji engenderd, far according to
Ariftotle, the heart doth JirJi live, and die laji
A. Becaufe, as Arifiotle faith, de ju-jent & feneff.
the Heart is the beginning and original of life, and
without it no part can live. According to the Philofopher, of the Seed retained in the Matrix there
?
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is firft engendered a little Tmall fkin, which compaffes the Seed, whereof firft the Heart is made of the
purell blood; then of blood not fo pure, the Liver;
and of thick and cold blood the marrow and brain.
Why are beajis bold that have little Hearts
A. Becaufe in a little Heart the heat is well united and vehement* and the blood touching it doth
quickly heat it, and is fpeediiy carried to the other
parts of the body,which gives courage and boldnefs.
Why are Creatures with a little Heart timorous,
as the Hare
A. The Heart is difperfed in fuch a one and not
able to heat the blood which cometh to it, and fo
fear is bred.
CX_ Hotaj comes it the Heart is continually moving?
A. According to Arijtotle demotucordis, and Galen
it is becaufe in it there’s a certain Spirit which is
more fubtle than Air, which byreafon of its thicknefs and iarefa£tion feeks a larger fpace, filling the
hollow room of the Heart, whereof the dilating
and opening of the Heart doth follow; and becaufe
the Heart iseaithly, the thrufting and moving cealing, its parts are atreft. tending downwards. Galen
giveth an Experiment of an Acorn, which if put
into the Fire, the heat diflblves its humidity into
fmoak,which is thinnerthan the humidity, therefore
doth occupy a greater place, fo that the rind can't
contain it, but puffs up and throws it in the Fire.
The like of the Heart; therefore note that the
Heart of a living Creature is triangular in a manner, having its lealt part towards the left fide, and
the grsateit towards the right, and doth alfo open
and ihut in the leaft part, by which means ’tis in
continual motion; the firlt motion is by the Phyficians called Diajiole that is extending the breaft
or heart; t’other Syjiole, i. e. fnutting of the heart;
and from thefe two all the motions of the bodyproceed, and that of the Pulfe which Phyficians feel.
W by are great Beaji lean
?

?

,
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A. The natural heat proceeding from the Heart
confumes that natural humidity which Tnould be
converted into Fat. And for the moll part Women
are hotter than Men, becaufe they have much humidity in them, and a moiller heart than Men.
If Honv comes it the Flefh of the Heart is fo compadl
and unit together
A. ’Tis becaufe in a thick compared Subftance
heat is ftrongly received and united, as appears in
other things. And becaufe the heart with its heat
fhould moderate the coldnefs of th.’ brain, it’s
made of that fat Fleffi, apt to keep a itrong heat.
Homo comes the Heart to be the hottef part of all
living Creatures
A. It is fo compared as to receive heat bell, and
becaufe it fhould mitigate the coldnefs of the brain.
If Why is the heart the beginning of life
A. ’Tis plain in it the vital Spirit is bred, which
is the heat of life; and therefore, according to the
Opinion of Augufi de different fpirit & anima the
Heart hath two Receptacles, i e. the right and the
left; the right hath more blood than Spirits, which
Spirit’s engendered, to givelife and vivify the body.
Why is the heart long andJharp like a Pyramid
A. The round figure hath no Angles, therefore
the Heart is round, for fear any Poifon or hurtful
Matter ffiould be retained in it; and as Ariflotlt
affirms, becaufe that Figure is fitted: for motion.
H on.o comes the blood to be chiefly in the heart?
A. The blood is in the Heart as in its proper or
efficient place, which Tome attribute to the liver
and therefore the Heart doth not :eceive blood of
anyother parts, but other parts of it.
4b How happens it feme Creatures want a heart
A. Altho’ they have no Heart, yet they have
fomewhat anfwers it, as appears in Eels and Fifh
which have the back-bone indead of the Heart.
Wby does the heart beat in fame Creatures when
the bead is off, as appears in Birds and hens ?
?

?

?

?

;
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becaufe the Heart is what lives firll, and dies laft,
and therefore beats more than other parts.
Why do all Creatures which want a Heart
want Blood likewife, as in Flies
A. The Heart is the beginning of the Blood,
and therefore the caufe failing, the effed ceafes.
Cf He tv comes the Pulfe of the Heart more certainly
thought in the right fide than in the left.
A. The heat of the Heart is more lively there
than in the other fide, confequently more felt there.
Q_ Why doth the heat of the Heart fometimes fail of
afudden as in thofe who have the fallingficknefs
A. This proceeds, according to Conjiant from
a Defed of the Heart itfelf, and of certain fmall
fkins with which ’tis covered, the which being infeded and corrupted the Heart falleth on a fudden;
and fometimes it happens by reafonof the parts adjoining, and therefore when any venomous humour
goes out of the Stomach that hurts the heart andparts
adjoining, that caufes this fainting. The difpofition of the Heart is known by the Pulfe, becaufe
a fwift beating Pulfe Ihews the heat of the Heart,
and a flow beating one denotes coldnefs. Therefore a Woman that is in health has a flower and
weaker Pulfe than a man, as (hall appear hereafter.
?

?

,

,

Of the Stomach.

Stomach large and wide?
0:1? OR what reafonisthe
A. Becaufe in it the Food is firft conceited
or digcfted, as it were in a Pot, to the end what is
pure Ihould be feparated from them which is not,
as Arijlotlt faith
and therefore according to the
quantity of the Food the Stomach is enlarged.
Hoiv comes it the Stomach is round?
A. Becaufe if ithad angles and corners, as Conjt.
fays. Food wouldremain in them and breed ill humours, fo a man would never want ague*, the which
humours neverthelefs are evacuated, lifted up, and

r

;
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confumed, and not hid in any fuch corners, by reafon of the roundnefs of the Stomach.
Ho vs comes the Stomach full of Sinews?
A. As Arifctle teach, becaufe the finews can be
extended and enlarged, and fo is the Stomach when
’tis full; but when empty, ’tis drawn together and
therefore Nature provides thofe finews.
Homo comes the Stomach to digft
A. Becaufe of the heat which is in it, and comes
from the parts adjoining, i. e. theLiver and Heart.
For we fee in Metals, the heat of theFire takes away the ruft and drofs from Iron, the Silver from
Tin, and Gold from Copper; fo that by digeflion
the pure is feparated from the impure; Digeflion
is offour forts, according to Phyficians.
Ff For rush at reafon doth thefomach join the liver
A. Becaufe the Liver is very hot, and with its
heat helps digeflion, and provokes appetite.
For nishy are vie commonly cold after dinner
A. Becaufe then the heat goes to the Stomach to
further digeflion, and fo other parts become cold.
For swhy is it hurtful tofiudy foon after dinner
A Becaufe when the heat labours to help the linagination inftudy it ceafes from digefting theFood,
and fo that remains undigefted;fothat people fbould
walk fome time after Meals.
Hew comes Women with Child to have an inordinate defire of eating coals ajhes and fuch like
A. Became fuch are the humours of the ftomach, fuch a Nutriment they defire; and becaufe
Women with child have covrupthumours, therefore
they defire the like things.
How comes theftomach jlonuly to digtjifat meat
A. Becaufe it fwims in the Stomach. Now the
bell digeflion is in the bottom of the Stomach, the
fat defcends not there; Such as eat fat meat are
very fleepy, by reafon digeflion is hindered.
Q_ For why is all the Body wor/e when the Stomach
is umafy
;

?

?

?

?
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?
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A. Becaufe the ftomach is knit with the brain,
heart, and liver, which are the principal parts in.
Man; and therefore when it is not well, the other
are evilly difpofed. Another anfwer is, that if the
firft digcftion be hindred, the others are aifo hundred,
for in the firft digeftion is the beginning of the
infirmity that is in the ftomach.
Cb For why are young Men fooner a hungry than
old Men
A. Young Men do digeft for three caufes, firft for
growing, then for the tailoring of life, and laftly for
confervation of the life, as Hippocrates and Galen do
fay elfe we anfwer, that young Men are hot and
dry, and therefore the heat doth digeft more and
by confequence they defire more.
For why do Phyjicians prefcribe that Man Jhould.
eat when they ha-ue an appetite
A. Becaufe much hunger and emptinefs will fill
the ftomach with naughty rotten humours, which
he draws unto himfelf inftead of meat; which do
eafily appear, becaufe that if we fall over night,
we have an appetite to Meat; but in the Morning
none. That’s therefore a token that the ftomach is
filled with naughty humours, and efpccially its
mouth, which is no true filling, but a deceitful one.
And therefore after we have eaten little, our ftomach
comes to us again and then the Proverb is. One
mcrj'el draweth down another for the firft morfel
hiving made clean the mouth of the ftomach, doth
provoke the appetite.
For --why do Phyjicians prefers be that ws Jbould
not eat too much at a time but by little and little?
A Becaufe when the ftomach is full, the meat
,doth fwim in it, which is a dangerous thing. Another reafon is, that as very green wood doth put out
the fire, fo much meat choaks the natural heat afid
puts it out. And therefore the beft Phyllck is, to
«fe temperance in eating and drinking.
?

;

;

?

;

;
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Why do <rve defre change ofmeats according to the
change of times as in Winter, Beef Pork, Mutton
in Summer light meats, as Veal, Lamb &c.
A. Becaufe the complexion of the body is alter’d,
and change according to the time of the year. Another anfwer is, that this proceeds from the quality
of the feafon, becaufe the cold Winter doth caufe
a better digeftion, becaufe the Stomach and Belly
is hotter in Winter by reafon of the compafling
cold, as Hippocrates and Arifotle doth teach.
Ff Why the Meat *we eat Jhould not be too hot as
Pepper and Ginger
A. BecaufehotMeatdoth burn the blood, anddifpofe it to a leprofy. So contrariwife, meat too cold
doth mortify and conjeal the blood. And our Meat
ihould nt be over fharp.’caufe it procureth old age,
and too much faucedoth burn the entrails, and procureth often drinking, as raw meat doth; and over
fweet meats do cor ftipate andclingthcVeins together. Ff Why is it a good cufomto eat Cheefe after dinner
and Pears after all Meat
A. Becaufe Cheefe by reafon ofits earthlinefs and
thicknefs,tendeth down towardthe bottom ofihettomach, and fo putteth down the meat', and the like of
Pears. Note, that new Cheefe is better than old, and
the old dry fott Cheefeis very naughty and procureth
the head ach, and Hopping of the liver; and the
older the worfer. Whereupon it is faid, that the
Cheefe is naught and digefteth all things but itfelf.
Why be Nuts good after Fijh, as the Verfe is
After Fijh, Nuts aj\er Flejh, Cheefe.
A. Becaufe Fifhis of a hard digeftion, and doth
eafilyputrify and corrupt; and Nut? help digeftion,
becaufe they be fomewhat hot; Fifh is poifoned
fometimes, and Nuts are a remedy againft apoifon.
And note, the fifh (hould be of a clear ftony water,
and not of a cold Handing muddy water, and Ihould
be fo in Wine and Parfley, and fo it hurteth leafL
&

;

;

,
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Cf Why is it unwholfcmeto fay longfor one dijh after
another, and to eat of diverfe kinds of meat ?
A. Becaufe the firil meat begins todigeft when the
laft is eaten, andfo thedigeftion is not equally made,
and therefore the meat digefted beginnethtocorrupt.
But yet this rule is to be noted touchingthe brderof
meat, that if there be any difhes whereof fume are

light ofdigeftion, as Chickens, Kid, Veal, foftEggs,
and fuch like, thefe meats ftiould befirft eaten; but
grofs meats, asYenifon, Bacon, Beef, roafted Pork,
hard Eggs, and fryed Eggs, ftiould be eaten laft.
And the reafon is, becaufe that if they ftiould be firft
ferved and eaten and were digefted, they ftiould hinder the digeftionof the others; and the light meats
not digefted ftiould be corrupted in the ftomach, and
kept in the ftomach violently, whereof there would
follow belching, loathing, head-ach, belly-ach,
and great thirft. And by confequence it is very
hurtful too, at the fame meal to eat Milk, and drink.
Wine becaufe they difpofe a Man to a Leprofy.
Which is beft for the Stomach., meat or drink
A. Drink is fooner digefted then meat, becaufe
meat is of greater fubftance, and more material
than drink, and therefore meat is harder to digeft.
Why is it good to drink after dinner
A. Becaufe the drink fhould make the meat readier to digeft. For if a pot be filled with Filh or
Fleih without liquor, then both the Pot and the
Meat is marred. The ftomach is like unto a Pot
which doth boil meat, and therefore Phyftcians do
council to drink at Meals.
' Q. Why is it good to forbear a late Supper
4- Becaufe there is no moving or ftirring after
Supper, and fo the Meat is not fent down to the
bottom of the ftomach, but remaineth undigefted,
and fo breeds hurt. And therefore a light and ftiort
Supper is beft, as the old Verfe doth ftiew.
Why is it naught to drink Wine fading
?

?

?

?
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lo'xu

comes

fame Men to evacuate clear Meat

?

A. By reafon of the Weaknefs of Nature and
Expulfion which Difeafe is called leinteria.
;

Of*' the Plood.

T is it necejfary every living thing that
has blood,, have alfo a Liver
A.
Arif, becaufe the blood is hrft
made in the liver its feat, and is drawn from theilomach by certain principles Veins, and fo engefidered.
For vs hut riafon is the blood red
A. Firft it is like the part in which it was made,
i. e. the Liver, which is red, then ’tis likewife
fweet, becaufe it is well digefted and connedled
but if it have a little earthy matter mixt with it,
that makes it fomewhat fait, as appears n Arif,
fib. Meteor.
Q. Hovo comes W omens blood thicker thanMens
A. Their Coldnefs thickens, binds, conjeals,
and joins it together.
comes the blood to
Q.
allfarts of thebody, thro
the Liver ar.d by vchat means r
A. Through the principal Veins, as the Veins of
the Head, Liver, &c. to nourilh all the Body.

'W J

//

V

?

?

;

;
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Of the Urine.
OW

doth the Urine come into the Bladder

,

X"jL feeing the Bladder is font.
A. Some fay by fweating, and it feems

to be
Others fay it comes by a fmall Skin in the
bladder, which opens and lets in the Urine: Pheephylacl fays, Urine is a certain, and not a deceitful
Meffenger of the health or infirmity of Man. Hippocrates fays, that Men make white Urine in the
Morning, and before Dinner red, but after Dinner pale, and likewife after Supper for there’s
diverfe colours.
doth the leprofy proceedfrom the liver
true.

;

?
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A. Becaufe it doth greatly ingender the brain,
and breed the falling ficknefs and Apoplexy. .
For why is it hurtful to drink much cold water?
A. Becaufe one contrary doth hinder and expel
another; for water is very cold, and lying fo in the

Stomach, hinders digeftion.

For why is it unwholejome to drink new wine P
And why doth it very much hurt the Sit/nach.
A>. One reafon is, it cannot be digefied, therefore
it caufes'the belly to fwell, and in feme fort the
bloody- flux fecondly it hinders making water but
to drink good is wholefome.
For why do Phyfciansforbid us *to labour jtrefcntly after Dinner
A. For thVee reafons; firfl:, becaufe motion hinders the virtue and power of digellion fecondly,
becaufe ftirring immediately after dinner caufe the
parts of the Body to draw the Meat raw to them,
which often breeds' ficknefs r and thirdly, becaufe
motion makes the Food defeend before it isdigefted;
bat after Supper ’tis good to ftir, by reafon we loon
after go to fleep, therefore fhould walk a little, that
the food may go to the bottom of the Stomach.
For why is it good to walk before Dinner
A. It makes a Man well difpofed, fortifies and
flrengthens the natural heat, caufmg the fuperiluity
in the ftomach to defeend, wherefore Avicen fays,
fuch as negledl this exercife fall into inflammation
of the Heart.
Ff For why is it whclefome to vomit as femefay
A. Becaufe it purges the llornach of aii naughty
humours', expelling them, which would breed agues
if they fhould remain in it. Avicen fays, a Vomit
purges the Eyes and Head, clearing the Brain.
How came Jleep to Jirengthen the ftomachand
the dtgeftive Faculty
A. Becaufe in deep the heat draws inwards, and
helps digeftion; but when we awake the heat remains,
and is difperfed throughout the Body.
;

;

?
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A. Becauls (fays Conji.) the digeftive power in
the liver cannot convert the thick Jubilance in the
four Humours, but it is converted into Water only,
which fweils and puffs up a Man's belly efpecially.

Of the Gall and Spleen.
came Hvinp Creatures to have a Gall
Becaufe cholerick Humours are received into it, which thro’ their acidity help the Guts
to expel fuperfluities, alfo it helps digeltion.
Q. How comes the 'Jaundice to proceedfrom the Gall?
A- The humourof the Gall is blueilh and yellow,
therefore whjen its Pores are ftopt, the Humours cannot go into the Sack thereof, but is mingled with
the blood, wandring throughout all the Body, and
infedfing the Skin.
LfJVhyhath not a Horfe,Mule,Afs, or Cow a Gall?
A. Trough thofe Creatures haVe no Gall in one
place, as in Purfe or VelTel, yet they have one
difperfed in fmall Veins.
How comes the Spleen black
A. It is occafioned by a terreftrial and earthy
matter of a black colour, zsArifotle fays. Another
reafon is, according to Phyficians, the Spleen is
the receptacle of Melancholy, and that is black.
If Why is he lean, who hath a large Spleen
A. Becaufe the Spleen draws much Water to itfelf, which would turn to fat therefore contrariwife Men that have but a fmall Spleen are fat.
Why does the Spleen caufe Men to laugh, as Jays
Ifidorus, we laugh with the Spleen, we be angry with
the Caul, we are wife with the Heart we love with
the Liver, we feel with'the Brain, and Jpeak with the
Lungs, that is, the caufe of laughing, anger, love, wisdom, fpeech, andfeeling pros eeds from the fpleen, gall,
,lvver, lungs and brain's
A. The reafon is, the fpleen draws much melancholy to it, being its proper feat, the which xnelan-

0
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choly proceeds from fadnefs, and is there confumed,
and the caufe failing, the effed doth fo. And by the
fame reafon the Gall caufes anger; for choleridc
Men are often angry, becaufe they have much Gall,
For the belter underllanding of this, note, that
there are four humours in Man, viz. Blood, Choler,
Phlegm, and Melancholy; each hath its particular
receptacle. Of a hot' and dry fubllance Choler is
engendered, which goes to the Gall; but of a cold
and dry humour Melancholy is engendered, and
goes to the Spleen of a cold and moift humour
Phlegm is engendered, and goes to the lungs for its
reception, or (as Phyficians fay) to the fpleen; but
the Blood which is the moll noble humour, is engendered in the Liver, which is its properPlace.
;

Of Carnal Copulation.
HY doltvinpCreafures ufe carnalCopulat'or?
A. Becaufe it is the moll natural work
that is in them to beget their like, for if Copuiatipn
were not, all procreation had e’er now funk,.
Pf What is this carnal Copulation
A. It is a mutual Adlion of Male and Female,
with Inftrument ordained for that purpofe to propagate their kind and therefore Divines fay it is
a Sin to ufe that Adi for any other end.
Q. Why is this action good in ibo/e who ufe it law?

;

fully and moderately

?

A. Becaufe, fays Ansicen and Conf. it eafes and
lightens the Body, clears the mind\ comforts the
head and fenfes, and expels melancholy. Therefore fometimes through the omiffion of this ACt,
dimnefs of fight doth enfue, and giddincfs; befides
the Seed of a Man retained above its due time, is
converted into fome infectious Humour.
Qi, Why is immoderate carnal Copulation hurtful
A- Becaufe it deftroys the fight, dries the body,
and impairs the Brain it often caufes Fevers, as
?

;
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A<vicen and Experience fhe)v It Shortens Life too,
as is evident in the Sparrow which by reafcn of its
often coupling lives but three years.
Q_ Why doth carnal Copulation 77jure melancholy
Or Cholerick MdHi efpecially thin Mint*
A. Becaafe it dries the bones much, which are
naturally fo.On the contrary; ’tis goodfortheflegmatick and fanguine,' as^ ,yr<r£«fays,becaufe they abound
with that fgbftance which by nature is neceflarily expend. Tho’ Jrijiolle affirms, that every fat Creature
has bur little Seed, becaufe the fiibftance turns to fat.
Why don't female brute Beaji covet carnalCopuiation after they be great with Young.
A Bgcaufe then the Womb or Matrix is (hut,
and defire doth ceafe.
Q. Why Jhould not the aff he it fed when the body it
;

.

full?

A. Becaufe it hinders digeflion,'and ’tis not good
for a hungry belly, becuufe it weakens him.
Q. Why is it not pood after a Bath
A. Becaufe then the Pores are open, and the heat
difperfes thro’ the Body; yet after bathing it cools
the Body very much.
Why is it not proper after Vomiting or Loofnefs
A. Becaufe ’tis dangerous to purge twice in one
day but fo it is, in this Adi the Reins are purged,
and the Guts by the Vomit.
Why are wildBeafisfurious when they couple as
appears in ajfes, which bray, and Harts who are mad
?

?

;

,

nlrnojl, as Hippocrates fays
A. Their Blood is kindled with defire, and Na?

alfo labours to expel Superfluities in them,
which difpofe to anger and madnefs: therefore the
adt done, they are tame and gentle.
Q. Why is thereJuch delight in the aft of Venerj r
A. Eecaufe this A6i is a bafe and contemptible
thing in itfelf, infomuch that allCreatures would naturally abhor it, were there no pleafure in it, and
ture
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therefore nature readily ufes it, that all kind of
living things fliould be maintain’d and kept.
Wby do fuch as ufe it oft take Lfs delight in it
than thofe that come to it feldom
A. For three reafons, finil, becaufe the paffages
of the Seed is over large and wide, therefore it
makes no fray there, which would' caufe the delight. Secondly, becaufe that through often evacuation there is little Seed left, therefore no delight.
Thirdly, becaufe fuch, inffead of Seed, call: out
blood undjgefted and raw, or fome other watry
fubftance, which is not hot, and therefore affords
no delight.
Whether can this carnal Copulation le done by
the tnouth,fo that Beajis may conceive thereby, ai fom&
fay ef Pigeons that by kijjlng do it, and conceive . Some
lay that is true in the Wcjel or hLrmine ?
A. According to Arijtotle it is falle, for tho’ Pigeons dokifs by the
yet they don’t couple
ther this way, nor conceive. And becaufe the Wefel
carries his young ones from place to place in his
Mouth, they are of that opinion wherefore Ariji.
fays, whatever goes in at the mouth is confumed by
digeftion, and if the Seed fhould go in at the mouth
then that would be confumed by-digeftion. The
major part is plain, theconclufton doth hold in Darii

'

?

;

%

Of xhe Seed of Man or Beads,
0 W, and cfnjohat cometh the Seed ofMan
A. There are diverfe opinions of Philofophers and Phyiicians in this point. Some fay ’tis a
faperfluous humour of the fourth digeftion; others
fay, that the Seed is pure blood flowing from the
Brain, concocted and whiten’d in theTefticles and
fome fay ’us the fuperfluitv cf the fecond or third
digeftion
but, becaufe Sweat, Urine, Spittle,.
the
Phlegm, and Choler are the like,
Seed is always the fuperfluity of the laftNutrimenf,
}

;

;
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that is, of Blood difperfe d throughout the Body
and comes chiefly from the heart, liver, and brain
An argument of this is, becaufe thofe parts are
greatly weakened by calling beed and therefore it
appears that carnal Copulation is not profitable or
good. But fome think this to be true by over vehement practice in this a£t; but moderately ufed, it
is very whclefome, as is faid before.
Why is a Man's Seed white, anda Woman's red
A. ’Tis white in Men by reafon of his great heat
and quick digeftion, becaufe rarified in theTefticles,
but a Woman’s is red, becaufe ’tis the fuperfluity of
the fecond digestion, which is done in the Liver.
Or elfe wc may fay, 'Tis becaufe the Terms corrupt
undigefted blood, and hath its colour.
Q__ Doth the Seed of a Man comefrom the parts of
the Body, orfrom the Humours
A, Some fay, fiom the parts of the Body, and
thaj we prove, becaufe we find a lame Man begets
a lame Child, and if the Father hath a Scar, the
Child hath one alfo, as Anjiotle alledges. Lib de
Anijnal, which could not be if the Seed did notfall
from the parts of the Body. Some fay it comes from
the humours, by reafon ’tis made of the leaft nutriment, and that is no part but a Humour. As for
lamenefs or fears, that proceeds from the Imagination of theMother at the time of carnal Copulation
as Arifiotk faith, Lib. de General Animal.
comes the. Imagination oftheMother to bring
a
as Albertus Magnus reports of
Black-a-moor,
forth
a Queen, •who in the a£l of carnal copulation imagined,
a Black being printed-) and being in her fght?
A. Avicen fays, the imagination of a Fail makes
a Man tall, and the Imagination of a Leprofy makes
a Man a Leper. So in this the Imagination is above
the forming Power, and therefore the Child born
followeth the Imagination, and not the power of
forming and Ihaping, becaufe ’tis weakeft.
;

?

?
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the Man's Seed enter into the fnbdance of

Q, Doth
he Child}
A. The Seed of both Father and Mother go into
:he fubftance of the Child in the Womb, as cream
roech to the fubitance of the Cheefe. Yet this Opinion doth not feem to be of Force; therefore accordng to our Author and other Philofophers we fay the
Seed doth not go into the fubllance of the Child
ind it is proved thus becaufe that fo the matter and
the efficient caufe Ihould be all one, which is againlt
the Philofopher. The confequence is good, becaufe
the feed is the efficient caufe of thehoufe, and therefore is not the material caufe of the Child. This is
proved another way, as there is the felf fame material caafeof r.ourilhment and generation, 2 de anima
fo we have our being and nourifhment of the fame
matter; but the feed cannot be the material caufe of
nourifhment, according to Averrois, therefore not of
the being
And as both Seeds are fnut up in the
Womb, fo that of the Man difpofeth and prepares
the Woman’s to receive the Form, Perfection, or
Soul, which being done, it is converted into a humidity that is breathed out by the Pores of the Matrix.
Why doth the Matrix of a Woman draw greedily
the Seed of a Man? For as Averrois faith there was
a Maid in a Rath wherefame feed hadbeen caji, which
the Maid drawing fhe conceived with Child
A. Averrois fays, the Womb and Nature draws
the Seed as the Loadftone doth Iron, but fhe draws
it for the perfection of herfelf.
How comes Females to have monthly Courfes
A. Becaufe they are cold in refpeClof Men, and
becaufe ail their nourifhment can’t be converted into blood, a great part whereof turns to Men/es
which are monthly expelled 1 mean every Woman
in health, and of 13 years, feldom any before; nay,
lomc diltempered. Women hath ’em not at all.
(f_For what reafon don't they come before thirteen}
A. Becaufe young Women are hot, and digeft all
;

;

,

,

}

?

,
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their Nourilhment, therefore have them not before
that age.
For nvhat reafon do they leave at about Fifty
A. Some anfwer that old Women be barren,
and therefore they ceafe but a better anfwer is,
that then Nature is weak in them, and therefore
they cannot expel them by. reafon of weaknefs
there is great liore of Immundicities bred in them,
which lies in a lump; this makes them troubled
with Coughs and other Infirmities. Men fbould
refrain -their Ufe at thofe times.
W hy have not breeding Women the Menfes
A. Becaufe that then they turn into Milk, and
into the Nourifhment of the Child for if a Woman
with Child have ’em, ’tis a Sign fhe’l/ mifearry.
Why have not Fesnates of brute beafs thefame}A. Becaufe (as Ariftotle and Albert vs lay) in Quadrupeds they turn into hair,inFifh to feales, in Birds
to feathers
wherefore you may obferve in Bealls
the female is more hairy than the male, female Filh
fuller of feales, and female Birds fuller of feathers.
Q. Why are the\ termed Menftrua froth the Word
Mcnfifc, a Month
A. Becaufe ’tis a fpace of Time which meafures
the Moon, as fhe ends her courfe in 29 days and
14 hours. Now the Moon hath dominion over
moift things, and hy reafon the Menfes are humid,
they are called Menfes profluvium for moift things
encreafe ana decreafe as the Moon does.
Why do they continue longer avitb/omt than others
as withfome 6 or y, but commonly nxith all 3 days}
A. The firft arc colder, therefore they encreafe
molt in them, and confequently are longer in expeling; other W omen are more hot, and thereiore
they have fewer, and are foon expelled.
Q. Why is the Terms retained before they run?
A. Some fay in the Matrix or Womb but A~
vends fays,
the Matrix is the Place for Generation,
4
?

;

;

?

;

;
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and that thofe terms farther Generation not at all.
Therefore he afterts, that there are certain Veins
about the Back bone which retain ’em; a fign of
which is, tKofe Women (at that time) have great
pain in their Backs
if Whether are the Menfes vohich are expelled, and
thofe vohich the Child is engendered of, all one P
A. No; becaufe the one are unclean, and unfit
for that purpofe, but the other very pure and clean,
therefore fitted for Generation.
if Why do thofe got voith Child nvhen they have the
terms upon 'em, bringforth voeakand leprous Children?
A. Becaufe thev are venomous; fo thecaufe appears in the EfFedl, as Philofophers fay, the Effedl
carrieth the iikenefs, or the caufe therefore fuch
a Child mutt needs be ill difpofed of Bpdy.
if Why have not Women tbefe at one and the fame
time, but Jome in the Neva-moon, fame in the full, and
others at the voain P
A. By reafon of their feveral Complexions, and
tho’ all Women (in refpeft ofMen) are flegmatic,yet
iome are more fanguine than other, feme more cholerick: as months have their quarters, fo have Women theirComplexions, the firit fangu-ine, the fecond
cholerick. One of a fanguine Complexion hath
her terms in the firft quarter, a cholerick in the fecond, a melancholy in the third add fo in the reft.
if Why have thefanguine theirs in the frft quarter}
A. Becaufe' faith Galen every Arch thing added
to fuch a thing doth make it more fuch
therefore
the firft quarter of the Moon encreafeth Blood, in a
fanguine Complexion, and then fhe expels it.
if Ho w do they come in the end of the month P
A Becaufe moit Women then are flegmatick, and
the laii quarter is Phlegm. Or elfe it proceeds from
defedl, and therefore Cold works then to multiply
the matter, and fo multiply’d is then expelled.
if How happens pain and griefat that timet
?

;

;

,

;
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A. Becaufe its like the pain of the Stranguary, in
making water drop by drop; for the Stranguary by
reafon of the Drink undigefted offends the fubtile
paflage of the Urine, as happens after bathing; fo
the Menfes undigefted and of an earthy fubltance,
hurl the paflage by which they go.
Why do Women eafely conceive after their Menfes
A. Becaufe the Womb being cleanfed, they are
better prepared for Conception.
Why do Women look pale vohen they are upon them
A. Becaufe then the heat goes from the outward
part of the Body to the inward, to help Nature,
and expel their Terms, which depravation of heat
doth caufe a palenefs in the Face. Or elfe it is
becaufe that flux is caufed of raw humours, which
when they run, they make the Face colourlefs.
Q. Why do they at that time abhor their Meat
A* Becaufe Nature labours more to expel their
Terms than to digeft, and therefore if they Ihould
eat it would remain raw in the Stomach.
Q. Why are fame Women barren and can't conceive
A. Accoiding to Phyficians, for diverfe realbns
firft, becaufe it proceeds fometimes of the Man,
who may be of a cold Nature, fo nis feed unfit for
generation fecondly, becaufe it is waterifh, and
fo doth not flay in the Womb: thirdly, by reafon
the Seed of them both has not a like proportion
as, if the Man be melancholy and the W jmaa
fanguine, or the Man cholenck and the Woman
flegmatick for it is evident in Philofophy, that
the Agent and the Patient ouoht to have the fame
proportion, elfe the Adion is hindered.
W hy da fat Women Jeldom conceive <with Child
Becaufe they have a flippery Womb, and the
feed will not ftay in or elfe becaufe the mouth of
the Matrix is very ftreight, and the feed can’t enter
in, or if it do, ’tis very fl 'wly, that it grows cold in
the mean time, fo is unlit for Generation, and is
defoived to any flelhy fubilance.
?

?

?

?
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Q. Why do thofe of 'very hot Confitutionsfeldom con-

ceive with Child ?

A. Becaufe the Seed in them is extinguiflied or
whereof we find
Women that vehemently defire the Flelh feldom
conceive with Child.
Q. Why are Whores never nvitb Child
A. By reafon of divers Seeds, which corrupt and
fpoil the Inllruments of Conception, for it make
them fo flippery that they cannot retain Seed. Or
elfe ’tis becaufe one Man’s Seed defiroys another,
fo neither is good for generation. Albertvs fays, the
bell thing to help Conception, is to make the matrix of a Hare beat to powder, fo put in Drink.
Q _Why doth a Woman conceive a Ma e Child
A. If the feed fall on the right of the Matrix a
male Child is begotten, for that fide is hotter than
the other, and heat chiefly works to the begetting
a male Child. Albertus fays, if the right fide of a
Women fvvells, ’tis a fign flie goes with a Male. But
fome alledge another reafon, viz. when the Seed of
the Father exceeds that of the Mother then a Male
Child is begotten if the contrary, then a Female.
Why doth a Woman conceive a Female Child
A. Becaufe the Seed is fallen into the left fide
of the Matrix, and that is colder than the rig ht, by
reafon of the Spleen joining to it which helps cold,
as Albertus lai.h, When the Woman after the Aft
ef Copulation doth lie on the right fide, ’tis a Boy;
when on the left fide a Girl for the Seeds run to
the fide on which the Woman lieih.
Why havefame Women long and fancier children
and others Jhort and thick r
A. Becaufe as Galen and Av enrols fay, the Child
is formed according to the dimenfion of the Womb,
wherefore becaufe feme Women have a long and
narrow Womb, their children are long and Header,
others on the contrary fhort and large, therefore
their Children be (hurt and thick.
put out as Water caft into Fire;
;

?

?

;

?
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ib. For *why doth aWornan fomeiimes concei’veTiuins}
A. According to Galen, becaufethere are federal
Cells or Receptacles in the Womb, wherefore we
may naturally have fo manv Children at once as
there falls Seed in thofe Cells: There are three in
the right fide, and three in thd left; in the right
hde Boys are engendered, in the left. Girls;
and in the rnidfl of thefe Cells or Chambers there’s
another, where the Ancients alfert Hermaphrodites
to be engendered : if a Woman ihould have more
than 7 Children at once, it fhould be rather miraculous than natural.
f. Why areT'-ujins hut half Men, and not fo fir eng
as other Men ?

A. By reafon the Seed which Ihould have been
for one, is divided into two, arid therefore they are
weakly, and in truth do not often live long.

Of Hermaphrodites.
CL

J_J 0A.IV

are Hermaphrodites begotten

?

There are three Cells in the Womb,

one on the right fide, another on the left, and a
third in the centre, into which when the Seed falls,
an Hermaphrodite is faid to be begotten in this
manner; becaufe Nature doth always tend to that
which is befi, therefore (he doth always intend ro
beget the Male, and not the Female, becaufe' the
Female is- only for the Male’s fake Therefore the
Male is fome time begotten in all principal parts,
and yet thro’ the evil difpofition of the Womb and
objefl, and inequality of the Seed, when Nature
cannot perfedl and end the Male, fhe brings forth'
the Female too._ And therefore the natural Philo:

iopher fays an Hermaphrodite is impotent in the
J?riv y parts of Man, as appears by Experience.
Q. tVhy doth not future difpofe in him two fccret
farts of Man, ex. two of a Woman but one cj a
Man, and one.of a 'Woman?
;

;

'
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A. Becaufe nature fnould then tnake one of them
vain but that is againft the Philofophers, who
fay that God and Nature/nake nothing in rain.
Q. Is anHermophrcdiie accounted a Man orWoman ?
A. It is to be confidered in which Member he is
;

fitted for the Afl of Copulation if he be fitted in
the Woman’s, than it is vVoman if in the Man’s,
he is a Man.
Shouldfoe be baptized in the name of a Man or
;

;

a IVornan

?

A. In the Name of a Man, becaufe Names are

given adplacitum, and therefore he Ihould be baptized according to the worthied Name, becaufe
every agent is worthier than its patient.
Q\ Shall he Jiand in "Judgment in the hame of a
Man or Woman
A. According to the law he Ihould firft {wear,
before he be admitted to judgment, which fecret
part he can ufe, and fo is to be admitted according
to the ufe and power of that part.
?

Of Monfters.
OTH Nature ?nake ant Mon Hers ?
A. She doth, for if ihe did not, (he would
then be deprived of her End. For of things poflible hie doth always purpofe to bring forth that
which is mod perfedl and belt but in the End,
through the evil difpofitlbn of the matter, and influence of fome fpecial Confieliation, not being
able to bring forth that which (he intended, Ihe
brings forth that which fhe can. As it happened
in Albertus's Time, when in a certain Village
a Cow brought forth a Cow half a Man, then the
Countrymen fufpedling a Shepherd, would have
burnt him with the Cow, but Albert us being ikilful
in Allronomy, faid, that this did proceed irom
fpeciai Obndeflation, and fo delivered the Shepherd
from their Hands.
;

Q • Be they

one or two

?
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A Arijiotle faith, you mull look into the Heart
and if here be two Hearts, ihere he two Men.
<r Why is a Man born fometimes witFa great lead
andfxfingers on one hand, or withfour
A. Arijiotle faith, it proceeds of fuperfluity
and
abundance of matter; when there is too much matter, then he is born with a great head,
or fix fingers; but if there be want of
matter, then there isforae part too little, or lefs than it ought to be.
\

f

?

Of livants.
hi T a*e

*

'

fome Children altogether like the
Father, fome like the Mother feme to both,
,

andfome to neither P
A. If the Seed of the Father do wholly overcome that of the Mother, the Child doth wholly
refemble the Father; but if the Mother’s predominate, '.hen it is like the Mother but if he be like
neither, that doth happen for many caufes; fometimes through the four qualities, fome through the
influence offome heavenly Conhellation. Albertus
gives an Example, and faith, that there was on a
time a good Conflellation for begetting of Hogs,
and a Child was then begotten and brought forth
which had a Face hke a Hog, and according to
this, diverfe forts of Monilers are brought forth.
Why are Children ojtrier like the Father than
the Mother
;

?

A. That proceeds of Imagination of the Mother
in the a£l of Copulation, and therefore by reafon

of the ftrong Imagination in the time of Conception, the Children get the difpofition of the Father;
as it appears befo e of the queen which had her
Imagination on a Blackamoor, and of an Ethiopian
queen which brought forth a white Child, becaufe
her imagination was upon a white colour. And is
feen in Jacob's, Skill in catting Rods of diverfe colours into the Water when his Sheep went to Ram.
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Why do Children fometimes refemhle more the
Gr andfathersandgr eat Grandfathers thantheirParents^

A. Becaufe the vertue and force of the Grandfa ther is grafted in the Heart of the Begetter and it
may be faid that fometimes it doth proceed of the
fimiilcuae of the nutriture, and then the Child is
formed by the limilrude of the Grandfathers.
(If Why are the parts of a Child's body of diverfe
qualities
A. This proceeds of the predomination of diverfe
Elements, becaufe the Bones are made of a terreilial matter, therefore are hard, but the Brain and the
marrow are made of a more watiy matter, therefore
more fjft, the vital and animal Spirits are engendered of an aerial Subllance, and are principally inthe Liver and Heart.
Q. Why do Children according to the common courfe
and
ufe of Nature, come out of the Mother s Womb in
the ninth Month
A. Becaufe the child is then fully perfedl, or elfe
becaufe fome benign Planet doth reign, as Jupiter
who is a Friend of Nature; for according to Allronomers,heis hot and moill and therefore doth temper
the malice and naughtinefs of Satan, which is cold
and dry, and therefore for the moil part Children
born in the ninth Month are healthful.
Why do Children born in the eighth Month/ for
the moji part', die quickly And <ivhy are they called
the Children of the Moon
A, Becaufe the Moon is a cold Planet, Which has
Dominion over theChild, and therefore doth bind it
with its coldnefs, which is the caufe of its death.
Why doth a Child cry as foon as it is horn
A. Becaufe of the hidden change from heat to
cold, which cold doth hurt its tendernefs. Another
reafon is, becaufe theChild’s foftand tender Body is
wring’d and put together, coining out of the narrow
and itrait pafiaee of the Matrix, and efpecialiy the
?

?

,

?

?

?
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Brain being rnoift, and the head preft and wringed
together, is the caufe that fome humours do diftil
by the Eyes which arc the caufe of tears and weeping. The Divines fay, it is for the Tranfgreffipa
of our firft Fathers, and Original Sin.
Why doth a Child put his jinger into his Mouth
when he cometh jh'Jl into the world
A. Becaufe that coming out of the womb, he
cometh out of a hot Bath, and entering in the cold
puts his fingers into his Mouth for want of heat.
How doth a Child come into the world out of
the womb
A. He cometh forth with the head forward
for if he Ihould come with the T highs or Arms
forward he would kill himfelf and the Mother.
?

?

:

Of the young One in theWomb.

QJT

is the young- one ingenderedin the ‘womb?

4. The firft fix days the Seed hath the

colour of Milk, but in the fix days following a red
colour, which is near unto the difpofition of Flefh;
and then it is changed into a thick fubftance of
blood, but in 12 days following this Subfiance is
made fo thick and found,thatic isabletoreceivefhape

and form, becaufe a fluid or running fubftance keepeth on until his birth. And how he is governed every
month by the planets, Boetius doth us elfewhere.
Doth the Child in the Womb void Excrement or
make W ater P

A. No, and the reafon is, becaufe he hath the
firft digeition which is in the ftomach, he receives,
po food by the mouth, but it comes to him at the
Navel, he therefore makes no urine, but fweats/
which at bed is but little, and is referred in a Skin
in the Matrix, and at his Birth is call out.
Wby doth the Child come out if the Matrix
tafily after /even, eight or nine Months
A. Becaufe, faith Galen, when the fruit is ripe,
when the Ligaments are broken, and fo it fall otu.
?
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Of Abortion and untimelyßirth.
*£

T j Hi

ao women that eat unwholjome Meats

y V eafly mijearry
A. Becaufe it breeds putrified Seed in them,
which the Mind abho ring, doth caft it out of the
Womb, as unfit for the moll noble Shape, which
is adapt to receive the Soul.
Why doth wrfiling or leaping caufe the cafiing
of the Child, as Josne Jubtile women vfe to do ,on
purpofe
A. The Vapour is burning, and doth eafily hurt
the tender fubftance of the Child, entering in at the
Pores of the Matrix. Albertus fays, if the Child
is near delivery, lightning or thunder will kill it.
Ff For why doth thunder & lightning rather cauj'e
young women to mifearry than old
A. Becaufe the bodies of young women are fuller of Pores, and more Bender, and therefore the
Lightning fooner enters into their Body but old
one’s have a thick Skin, well compacted, therefore
the Vapour cannot enter.
CK_ Why doth much joycauj'e a woman to mifearry
A. Becaufe in the time of joy a woman is deftitute of heat, and fo mifearriage doth follow.
The fame reafon doth caufe fear to breed it, for
then the Heat runs to the heart, and forfakes the
'Matrix.
AK Why do women eafily mifearry when they ere
firfi with-child,- -viz., ibefirfi,fecond, or third month
A. As Apples and hears eafily fall at firft, becaufe the Knots and Ligaments are weak, lb it is
of a Child in the Womb.
Why is it hard to mifearry when they are come
to the midfi of their Time, as three, four,five, orfix
months
A. Becaufe then the Ligaments are Wronger,
and well fortified, is not eafily broken.
?

?

?

;

?

?
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Of diverfe Matters.
QW7 H T have fome

voomen greater grief than
others in Child birth
A. For three reafons, Firft, for the Largenefs of
the Child. Secondly, the Midwife being unfkilful. And, thirdly, becaufe the Child is dead, and
cannot be bowed. For the contrary Caufes fome
have lefs Pain.
Why has not a Flan a Fail like Beajis
A. Becaufe man is a noble Creature, whofe property is to fit fo a Beaft cannot that hath a Tail.
Q. Why does fuch as keep hot Houfes expel the heat
ef the Furnace better voith cold voater than hot F
A By reafon they are contrary qualities, which
work ftrongly one againft the other, therefore the
heat is eafier expelled from the ftone.
Why does hot voaterfreezeJooner than cold
A. Becaufe hot water js thinner, and gives better entrance to the froft.
Why is every UvingThing dull after Copulation
A. By reafon the aft is filthy and unclean, and
fo every living Creature abhors it, when Men do
think upon it, they ate alhamed and fad.
Of Why cannot drunken men judge ofTajles as vocll

YY

?

?

;

.

?

•

?

as

fober ones

?

A. Becaufe the Tongue being full of Pores, and
fpungy it receives great moifture in it, and more in
drunken men than fober, therefore the Tongue
(through often drinking) is full of bad humours,
and becaufe it is (o the Faculty of Tafte is rendered out of order therefore through the thickening of the mean, i. e. Tafte itfell, Drink taken
of Drunkards is not prefentty felt, for to due feeling there is requifite to have a due proportion of
the Mean. And by this alfo is underftood why
Drunkards have not a perfeft Speech then.
CfWhy have melancholy beajis long Ear el and why
;

are
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not thoje Men wifefor the moji part that have long

but thoje wit h Jhort ones
A. The ears proceed from a cold and dry fubfiance called a Grirtle, which is apt to become 2
Bone and becaufe melancholy Beads do abound
with this kind of fubftance, they have long Ears.
How comes the other to be half-witted ?
A. Becaufe the minds and fouls follow the Bodies,
for if the Senfes of the Body be fubtile, the Soul
exercifes fubtile operations, as well aftive as fpecalative; and the contrary is in a grofs Body.
How is the intellectualSouljoinedtoaChildin the
womb of the Mother and how does the Man who begets it make the matter apt and fit to receive theSoul?
A. Divines fay, that into a fubftance fufficiently
di(pofed and made fit, God doth infufe the intellectual Soul; and St.Augufinehys the like. The Soul
in creating is infufed and, in infufing, is created.
Q, Why do Hares feep with their Eyes open
A. Becaufe they have their Eyes ftanding out,
and their Eyelids ihort, therefore never quite Ihut.
Another reafon is they are timorous, and as a fafeguard to themfelves, deep with their Eyes open.
Why don't Crows feed their Toung till they he
nine Days old i
A. Becaufe feeing them of another colour, they
think they are of another kind mean while God
feeds ’em with heavenly Dew; as the Pfalmift faith.
He who doth give Beajls their Food, and Toung Crows
which call upon him.
Q. Why are Sheep and Pidgeotis mildCreatures P
A. Becaufe they want Galls, which iHr Anger.
Q. Why have Birds their Stones inward?
A. Becaufe if they were outward, they would
linder-their flying and lightnefs.
j9. How comes it Birds don’t pifs ?
A. Becaufe that fuperfluity which would be concerted into Urine ip turn’d into Feathers, for there
tars

?

,

;

?

.

?

;

,
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is much moifrure in the Feathers. Another reafon
is, they are in continual motion, therefore moifture
in them is dried up by Air or Wind.
Q. How i ernes a fign and cauje ofthe Male, and fat
Jhort Eggs nf the Female
A. Hippocrates fays, it is the property of heat to
afeend from the center to the circumference of cold.
Therefore if therebe any long Eggs, it is a fign they
have great heat, and therefore pals into the fubflance
of the Male, for in every kind the Male is hotter
than the Female, as Philofophers fay. If the eggs be
fhort and flat, it is a flgn the heat is fmali and undifperfed, and goeth into the fubftance of the Female.
Flow do we hear better by Night than by Day?
A. Becaufe (as Arif ofle faith) there is greater quiCtnefs in the night than in the day, for the Sun doth
not exhale the vapours by night, but it doth in the
day, therefore the mean is more fit than ready, and
the mean being fit, the motion is better done by it,
which is laid to be done by a found. Another reafon is there are mcticftis of the air and founds m
the day, more than in the night, which hinders one
another in the hight there is fllence, which is oppofite to found, and oppofites put one againft the
other, Ihew the better.
For what reajon doth a Man laugh fooncr when .
touched in theArmpits, than in other parts of the body
A. Becaufe there is in that piace a meeting of
many fxnews, and the mean we touch by (which is
the flelh) is more fubtil there than in other parts,
and therefore a better Reeling. And this is true if,
that place be not touched too roughly, if you do '
fo, then there is not that delight: When a Man is
moderately and gently touched there, the fpirits
that arc there difperfed, run into the Face and
thence is caufed laughter.'
Hpw copies wood burnt converted into a black
coal, and a bone burnt into a white Subfance

i

?

;

?

I
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A. Becaufe the Wood before it was burnt was
moift,and fo after burning getteth heat accidentally,
and that heat is not able to confume all the moifture
of the Wood, and therefore there remaineth fome
after the burning, and is converted into a black
fubitance, becaufe the humidity of the Wood was
ftimy, and could not altogether be confumed by the
fire. But a bone of its own nature is cold and dry,
having but fmall moifture in it, which the burning
doth wholly confume, and fo accidentally, the
moifture being confumed, the body waxeth white.
Why do fome Women love white Men, and fome
Black P
t
A. Therevare two anfvvers Some Women have
e weak fight, and fuch delight In black, becaufe
white doth hurt the fight more than black. The
fecond reafon is, becaufe like delight in the like
but fome Women are of a hot nature, and fuck
are delighted with black, becaufe blacknefs doth
follow heat. And others
of a cold nature, and
thefe are delighted with white, becaufe cold is the
Mother of whitenefs.
CL Why do living Creaturesfteep?
A. For neceflity, becaufe the Instruments ofdiverfe
aftions are wearied by being long awake, and by reft
which is in deep they are comforted as Arijlotle faith.
Why are Students ready to Jleep after Dinner if
they go about to ftudy, or ifthy folace by themfelves
A. Becaufe when a Man doth apply his mind to
fiudy the natural heat goes from the outward parts
of the body to the inward,and there it ftrengtheneth,
becaufe there cometh much ofit together,and caufeth.
a fume to afcend from the meat to the head which
is the caufe of deep. Or elfe we may anfwer, that
when the power or virtue with which we deep is
ftrongeft, the natural power is weakened; but whea
a man doth folace himfelfby this pleafure,the natural
heat is fpread abroad, and fufFereth no Vapour to
\

:

;

,
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afeend unto the brain, and fo fleepeth not, but i s
kept from fleep by reafon that the heat is difperfed
O. Why do men willingly'Jleep after labour
A. Becaufe that thro’ continual moving, the heat
is difperfed to the external parts of the body-,which
after the labour is paft,gathereth together to the internal parts of digeftion, there to digell; and from
•digeftion,vapours doarife from the heart tothe brain,
which do flop the paflages,by which the natural heat
ihould be difperfed to the external part; and then
the external parts being cold and thick by reafon
of the coldnefs of the brain, fleep is procured.
And by this it appeareth, that fuch as eat and drink
inuch, do fleep much and long, becaufe great ftore
of humours and vapours are bred in fuch, which
cannot bedigefted and confumed of the natural heat.
Why are fuch as Jleep much evil difpofed and
?

,

ill-coloured

?

A. Becaufe that in fleep much moiflure is gathered together, which cannot be confumed, which is
expelled in making, and fo it doth covet to go out
through the fuperficial part of the body, and efpecially it reforts to the face, and fo is the caufe of
a bad colour, as it appeareth in fuch as be flegmatick who deflre more fleep than others.
Why doth it appear unto feme in theirJleepjhat
they eat and drink, fweet things
A. Becaufe the flegm crawn up by the jaws doth
•diftil and drop to the throat, and this flegm is after
a fort fweet, ahd therefore that feemeth fo to them.
Why do fame dream in their Jleep that they be tn
the, water and drowned, and fame that they he in water
and not drowned; and this doth happen cfpecialy in
fucb as areJcgmaticJ
A The reafon is (as Arifiotle faith) becaufe the
flegmatic fubltance doth run to the high parts of
the body, and then they think they are in the water
and drowned; and when that fubftance draweth <un?
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ho the internal parts, then they think they efcape.
Another reafon may bo overmuch repletion and
drunkennefs and therefore when a man is overmuch fill’d with meat, the fumes and vapours afcend and gather together, and therefore thev think
that they are drowned and ftrangled; but if they
cannot afeend fo high, then thev hem to efcape.
CK May a man procure a dream by an externalcaufer
A. Arijioiie holdeth that it may be done, if a man
do fpeak foftly a: a man’s ear, and awake him,
then of this ftirring of the fpirits there are thundrings and buzzings in the- head and fo dream of
that. And fo feme men have d,-earns by divine revelation, when it pleafeth God to fend any .
Q. How many humours are there in man's body ?
A. Four,, whereofevery one hath its'proper place
in man’s body. The firft is choler, which phificians cal! flava bills, as is placed in the liver. The
fecondis melancholy, call’d atra bills, whole feat is in
the fpleen. The third is flegm, whofe place is in the
head. The fourth isblood whofeplaceis in the heart.
Or What condition and quality hath a man of a
fanguine complexion
A. He is fair and beautiful, he hath his hair for
the moft part frnooth; he is bold, he retaineth that
which he hath conceived he is fhamefaced, given
to mufic't, a lover of fciences, liberal, courteous,
and defires no revenge.
What properties do follow a fiegmatic complexion
A. They are dull or wit, their hair never curls,
they are feldom very thirfty, they are much given
to, fleep, they dream of things belonging to the water, they arc fearful, covetous, given to heap up
riches, are weak in the aft of venery.
CT W hat properties do follow the choleric man
A. He is furious and angry,quarrelfome,given to
war,pale coloured and unquietfj drinks much,lleep
little, and defires much the company of women.
;

?

;

?
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Q. What properties dofollow the melancholy nan ?
A. He is unquiet,thrown in complexion, his
veins hidden, he eateth little, and digefteth lefs
when he dreameth, it is of dark confus’d things

;
;

he is ; fad, fearful, exceeding covetous and incontinent, unlefs he bridle his affedlion.
Q. V/ihat dreams do follow thefe complexions

?

A. Pleafant merry dreams do follow thefangnine
complexion, fearful dreams the melancholy,the cho-

leric dream of children, fighting and fire, and the
fiegmatic dream of water. And this isthereafon why
a man’s complexion is faid to be known by hisdreams
What is the reafon that ifyou cover an egg over
with fait, and let it lie, in a jew days, all the ?neat
within is confirmed V
A. 1 he great drynefs of the fait doth confume
the fubflance of the egg but in fand feme lay they
:

may be kept as long, as the mariners do piadlife.
Why is the melancholy complexion the worft of all
A. Becaufe it is the dregs of blood, which is an
enemy to mirth, and fartheft Irom the beginning
of man’s life, and bringing old age and death,
becaufe it is cold and dry.
Why is thefiegmatic for the Ttiofl part dull of wit
A. Becaufe that the vivacity of wit proceedeth
of heat, fo of cold the contrary, .which they are
?

?

fubjedt unto.

Wherefore doth it proceed that fame men die with
extreme joy and feme with extreme grief?
,

A. Over great joy doth overmuch heat the interial parts of the body and overmuch grief doth
:

drown and fuffocate the heat, the which failing,
a man dieth.
Q Why hath a 7nan fo much hair on his head
At Ihe hair of the head p-. oceedeth of the vapours which arifeth from the ilomach, and afcendto
the head, and a!fo of the fuperfluities which are in
the brain; and thole two palling thro’ the pores of
?
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the head, are converted into hair, by reafon of the
heat and drynefs of the head. And becaufe man’s
body is full of humours, and hath more brains
than other creatures, and a!fo more fuperfiuities in
the brains, which the brain expellcth, it followeth
that he hath more hair than other living- creatures.
How many ways is the brain -purged, and other
hidden places

oj

the body

?

A. Four, tile watery and grofshumours are purged by the eye?, melancholy by the ears, choler by
the nofe, and flegm by the hair.
What is the reafon that fame hhijh and change colour
when they hear that which they would not
A, Sha netacsdnefs is a kind of anger, difpleafure and fear jo: ned together, as when a man is
offended againft himfelf, or againft another and
therefore when we le or hear fomething to be
difeovered which ourfelves have done naughtily,
or would not have known, the anger that ,we conceive is greater than the fear, and therefore the
blood runneth to , and fro, and in the end remaineth in the higheil parts of the body, until the fpirits
be pacified, and the paffion gone.
if. What is th.e, reafon thatfuch as are veryfat in their
?

;

youth, are in dange'r to die on a fudden?
A. Such have very final 1 and clcfe veins, by rea-

fon of their facnefs, for that the air and the breath
can hardly have free eourfe in them and thereupon the natural heat wanting feme' refrefhment of
the air, is put out, and as it were quenched.
W Why doth garlick and onions grow after they arc
;

gathered?

„

A. It proceedeth of the great humidity which is
in them.
Why do menfeel coldfooner than women
A. Becaufe that men being more hoc than women
have their pores pore open, and therefore the cold
doth focner enter in them, than into women.
£>.

?
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Sf Why. are not old men fo much fubjedi to the plague
as young men and children ?
A. They are cold, and therefore the pores are
fhut up, and not fo open as in youth ; and therefore the infeding air doth not penetrate fo foon as
when they are open, as in youth by reafon of heat.
it'. What is the
that lime is fet on fire and on
a greater heat, hy cafiing water on it ?
A. Lime is hoc ofnature,and therefore when water

reafon

,

is caft on it, it fieeth from the cold, and by uniting
of its force, gathereth a groater heat and fcrengch,
and fo is fst on fire. And that is alfo the reafon th«t
a candle doth burn faficr in winter than in fummer
for then, by reafon of the encornpaffing cold, the
heat uniteth itfelf, and gathereth the defer to the
tallow or wax, and fo doth confume it the fafier.
Why do we cafi water into a man’s face when he

fwooneth

?

Becaufe that through the coldnefs of water,
the heat may run to the heart, and fo giveffrength.
Why are thofe waters bef and rnof delicate which
A.

run towards thefun rifmg.
A. Becaufe they are foonefi firicken

with the fun-

beams, and made pure and fubtile, becaufe the tun
hath them long under him, and by that means

take off the coldncfs and grofs vapours, which they
away their ground they n-a through.

Why have womenfuel: weakJhiall voices ?
A. Becaufe their infiruments and organs of

hf.

fpeaking by reafon they are cold, are fniall and
narrow; and therefore receiving but little air,
caufeth the voice to be fmall and effeminate.
Whereof doth it proceed that want of Jleep doth
weaken the brain and the body ?

A. Much watching doth engender choler, the
which, being hot, doth drv up and IjdTen the humours which conferva the brain, tnl head, and
other parts of the body.
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Whereof doth

it proceed that vinegar doth fiend

A. It proceedeth of its cold virtue, for all cold
naturally is binding, and vinegar being cold, hath
the like property.
-v. Why is the fea m ater falter in fummer than in
winter ?
■ At This proceedeth from hhe heat of the fun,,
feeing by experience that a fait thing being heated,
becoruetn mere fait.
df Why is fmoak contrary to the eyes ?
A. Becaufe in the eyes (hire is a delicate and
Pure cryftalline humour and the eye is alio cold and
without any colour at all, and thsfmoakis grofs and
hot and by that means doth p'erce the humours'
of rhe eyes and hurt them; and if the eye had any
c.dour in it, a : l things fee before it wouldfeem to be
of the fame colour. And becaufe the eyes are cold,
and the fuvnakrhot, it doth caufe the vapours which
are contained in the eyes to drop and diftil, which,
is hurtful .to the eyes.
hf.. Why do men live longer hi hot regions than in cold?
A . Becaufe they be more dry, and by that means
the natural hedt is Better conferved in theqnthan in
cold countries, becaufe the cold doth extinguifh
the heat.
Why is ‘well-neaterfeldom cr never good?
A. All water which ftancieth ftiil in the fpring,.
and is never heated by the fun beams.is very heavy, and hath much earthy matter in it; and therefore wanting the heat of the fun is naught*
Why do nveJleep better and more at cafe on the right
fide than on the left
A. Becaufe when we lye on the left, the lungs do
lye upon and cover the heart, which is on thatilde
tinder the pap. Now the heart, the fountain of
life, being thus occupied and hindered with the
lungs, cannot exercife its own proper operation?,as
?
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being overmuch heated with the lungs lying on i
and therefore wanting the refrefhing of the air which
the lungs dp give it, like the blowingapair of bellows, is choaked and fiiffbcated but by lying on
the right fiqe, thefe inconveniencies are avoided.
Whereof doth it proceed that the holding of the breath
doth co.ufeyexing to cciife?
A, Becaufe the holding the breath doth heat the
interna! parts cf the body, and this heat chaferh
away the yex, being nothing elfe but a cold air
•within the body.
What if. the reafon that old men freeze with
;

difficulty ?

A. Becaufe that thro’ their coldnefs their arteries
are very narrow and clofe, and therefore the heat
is not of force to expel the cold for I think, fneezing is like the combate in the air m«de by thunder, which s caufecl by beat and cold.
h?. Why doth a drunken man think that all things about
him doth turn round?
A. Becaufe >he fpirirs which ferve the fight are
mingled with vapours, fumes, and the wine; and
then the overmuch heat caufeth the eye to be in
a continual moving; and the eye being round,
teaufeth all things about it to leem to go round.
h>. Wherefore, doth it proceed, that bread which' is
;

lighter than that which is made without
it, coifidcringfdt is very heavy ofitfclf ?
A. Although bread is.heavy of itfclf, yet the felt
dry it, doth make it light by reafon of the heat
which it hath,’which heat doth dry, and the mote
heat there is in ir, the better the bread is, the
lighter and more v.holfom for the body.
0. Why is not ncvd bread good for the fomach?
A. Becaufe it is full of moifinefs, and thick and
hot vapou:s, which do corrupt the blood, and hot
bread is blacker than cold, becaufe heat is the mother
made with fad is

of blackhr-fs, and becaufe the vapours are
oat of it.

not
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Q. Why doth lettuce make a man fteep

?

A. Becaufe they engender grofs vapours.
Why do the dregs of wine and oil go to the lot-tom, and thoj'e of honey jwim uppermoft ?
A . Becaufe the dregs of wine and oil are earthly and noway purged before, and, therefore being
of the nature of earth do go to the bottom; but
honey is a liquor which cometh from the ftomach
and belly of the bee, and there in fome fort purified

and made fubtile'; and by that means that which remains is light and hot, and therefore goes upwards.
(T_ Why do cats and wolves eyes Jhine in the night
and not in the day
A. The eyes of thefe beads are by nature more
chryftalline than the eyes of other beafts,and therefore do Ihine as they do but thebnghtnefs of the
fun doth hinder them to be feen in the day time.
Q__ What is the reafon that fame men nuhen they fee
others dance, do the like with their hands and feet, or
by fame other gefure ofthe body
A. the anl’wer is, becaufs the fight having carry’d and reprefehted unto the mind that action,
and judging the fame to be pleafant and delightful, and therefore (bearing it) the imagination
draweth the likenefs of it in conceit, and Birring
up the body by the gestures.
Q. Why do much Jleep cauje fame to grow fat and
fame lean
A. Thole which are of ill complexibn, when,
they deep, do confume and d;geit the fuperßuities
of that they have eaten, and therefore become fat.
But fuch as are of good complexion, when they
Beep, are much more cold and fo digeft lefs.
Haze, andfor what cauje do five fujfer hunger
better than thirji
A. When the iloraach hath nothing to confutne
it confumeth the flegm and humours which it findeth'moft ready and moft at hand and therefore we
,

?

;

?

,

?

?
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fuller hunger better than thbll, becaufe
hea
hath nothing to refrelh it withall.
£f Why doth the hair fall after a great ficknef
Where the fickneis is long, as an ague, the
humours of the head are dryed up thro’ overmuch
heat, and therefore wanting nourilhment they fallIf Why do the hair of the eyebrows grow long in
old men P
A. becaufe that thro’ their age the bones of the
Eyelids aie thin, by reafon of the want of hear,
and therefore the hair doth grow there, by ie-fon
of the rheums of the eyes. '1 he like doth happen
in fuch as imagine much, becaufe that with their
heat they draw up many humours to the forepart
of the head, where the imagination is placed.
W hereof proccedeih gaping r
A. Of grois vapours which occupy the vital
fpirits of the head, and the fenfes are cold, making them ready to fleep.
fd. W' hat is the reujon that feme flowers do open
with theJun rifeng andJome with theJun Jetting
A. Cold doth dole and fluit as hath been laid,
but the heat of the fun doth open and enlarge.
Some do eempare tho fun to the foul of the body
f r as the foul give'h life, and when it departeth,
death followeth. So the fun doth give life, and
vivicate all things
the cold bnngeth death,
withering and decaying ofall things.
id Why do grief eaufe men to grow old and grey
A. Age is nothing die but a drynefs, and want
of humours in the body: grief then caufeth alteration, and alteration heat, and heat drynefs;
age followrth immediately, and greynefs.
If W hy are gelded beafs weaker than Juch as are
?

?

;

;

?

not gelded P

A. Becaufe they have lefler heat, and by that
means lefler force and llrength.
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Marcus Antonius Zimaras Sanfiipertias'sx
Problems.
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HTis it efieemed in the judgment of the mojh
wife, the .hardeji thing to know a Man sfelf

?

It is becaafe nothing can be knowp, of its form
and perfedlon cannot be found to know the form
and perfedion of a Mao’s felf, as it feemeth unto the
Philcfophsr, is a matier hard enough,, and a Man,
by the authority of Plato, either is nothing, or if he
be any thing, he i$ ncthrng but his Soul. Or, is it
becaufe it cannot be done by a refleded Adion,
and to refl.ed,and look unto himfelf is a token that
he is fepnrated hy the flelh : For, he who would
know himfelf, ftiould be drawn from ieniible affedions, and how hard this is, no Man is ignorant
of. Or, is it becaufe a Man liveth by underilanding r hut the underllantfing of a Man cannot conceive himfelf, but af.er the underitanding of Senfes.
which is very hard.
2. Why was Socrates efleemsd the wifeft of all
Greece hy the Oracle of Apello, feeing that by the
Opinion of Ariflotle, he wai conns erf ant and hufud
only about morality, and nothing about nature
Whether it is bccaufe it is more expedient for
the common Commodity and ufe of Men to live
or becaufc it feemeth
well, than to contemplate
to Plato, that was ufually profefled of him every
where, 1 know one thing, that I know nothing.
3. Why do Men efpecially contend and Jirvve in
things of Wit
]s it becaafe they think that other things which
are called Goods, are in the power of another, as the
Gifts of the Body are Natures, and external and
worldly Goods are fubjed unto the Rule of Fortune ? whereof it cometh to pafs, that every Man
ean eafily fuffer himfelf to be overcome in fuch
?

?

;

?
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things, as things not happening Trough his fault
of occafion, but they think wit to be in their own
power. Or, it is becaufe they think that the Goods
of the Mind do excel all other Goods, and therefore do think it is a thing moft natural to contend
for that which is moll excellent Or, is it becaufe
it is a common difeafe of all Men, as it feemeth
unto a certain wife Man, that every Man doth think
himfelf more learned than he is, and therefore doth
defire to perform that which he bclieveth without
ftudy and labour.
4. Why is the canfe that fenv Men take the Pains in
attaining of Sciences,feeing that_alf men define to knonxjl
Whether it is becaufe the Gods have put Virtue
to be begotten with fvveat and labour, as Hejiodus
faith
Or, becaufe the Pleafures of the Body do
draw a Man’s Mind from the fearc'ning out of the
Tru'h. It is requifite for him who defireth to live in
Mind, that he think and meditate of the Earth of
the Body, as the divine Plato doth think Or, is it
becaufe the nature of a Man is forced to ferve many
ways, whereof it fall out, that when things recefl'ary
do fail, the natural Defire is not brought into A£lion, for Nature of herfelf is able to contemplate.
r. Why do Men fay that Philnfbph} is naked
Is it beta life truth is naked,and that there needs no
colour of u onds when we hand a matter of Truth
for it btlongeth to Sophifters to difpute of Terms,
when the fincere i ruth is fought? Or, is itbecaufe
they do not play the Philofopher well, which feek
Philcfcphy for gain and ambition, and not for herfelf Or, is u becaufe he Ihould be void from' all
worldly Affedlions, who d'efireth to endeavour himfelf in the Study of Ph.lolophy; for Ariftotle doth
fay, the Soul is made wife by Eeft and Quietnefs.
And it were eafy for Philoibphers to become rich if
they would, as it appeareth bytheExample ofST/bales.
?

?

;

?

;

?
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6. Why do Men defre to be had in memory after
their Death, and thereforefome make Pyramid, Statues,
Imagesk and diverfe otherTckens and Monuments whichthey build and lea-ve behind them.
It is becaufe all things, as feems unto Arifole
do defire to anticipate of fome Perpetu ty and Divine Being, as much as they can; and therefore if
they cannot remain in Nature and Being, yet they
endeavour at the leaft to continue in the Opinion
and Conceit of Men Or elfe hath cuftom brought
it in fo, to ftir up fuch as come after, to the End
they Ihould not degenerate from their Parents.
7, VV hat is the Canfe why Mens defres gro r without Meajure about Fortune's Goods
It is becaufe natural Defres, as Seneca faith,
have an End, and fuch Defises which proceed of
falfe Ooinion, have no where to end.
8. IVhy do Poets always ajjign and appoint fame
'wife Men to befamiliar with Princes as Homer doth
Neltct with Agamemnon
Euripides, urefias
with Creon : Heliodus, Prometheus with Jupiter
and Maro, .Achates with EEueas
[t is becaul's, that by the law of Nature, as Plato
.
doth lav, Wadorn and Power doth aired our Actions to one end, and effed the fame thinj, love
it, and i'cek it.
9- Why doth Hornbr, when he makes Mention of
jQnibojpuiorS) talk always of the Embafjy of a commander- in hare Words
It is becaule it is the Duty of AmbaiTadors to
declare the bare’ ‘>Vill of the Commander, and put
his Sentence in Execution and therefore ’tls certain he flipuld add nothing; nor take away nothing:
Or elfe, it is becaufe the Commandment of him
who doth rule, that is, of a wife Man, it is put into good order, and is prefdmed to be mod per left?"
And therefore there Jhotild Be nothing changed,
but his Decrees and Confutations ate to be judg’d
abfolutc and perfect.
,

?

?

:

:

:

?

?

;
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Why doth Ariftotle ufe exceeding brevity in mofl

hard Mat it s
Whether is it becaufe it is tliecuftom of wife Men
to lead their Words with 1 . ntences, or tile to
the
end that be would be obfeure, to fear and keep off
Wits
rude
from reading of his Works, as it fe. meth
to the expofito; s Or, whether it is becaufe that in
a hard matter, and in a matter of truf mahy words
are fufeedkd, becaufe c-ba» ruth doth con'id i- a few
words Or, is It becaufe jr feemerh to the wile Men,
in ma y Words there is error
committed.
It. Why do fa -nous Men
any Science, -when they
do err in any tnaitet, er, more dangeroujlj than
thofe
nv hiefriar e lets
famousiuefi,,
trujlin .to t' (kill of their
Js.it because that
own wit, are drawn far from ! e;> own lenfes, and
therefore mull needs be deceived r 'A-vicen may ferve
for a proof of this, who for all .his fame in Philofopity,. faid, that a Man might nat-.rally b brought
forth of-the ea» h., And that famou great Avenois,
who thought that a Maid might conceive with child
in a oath, without knowledge of Man.
Out of A R i S T O T L E.
hf Why is Man, _ being endued with reafon, the
tnoji unjufi of all living Creatures
A. It is becaufe thro* conceit be is much given to
pleafures, and therefore fecks out and weighs what
felicity is, which none can obtain without injury.
12. Why do Men defre rather to feem good than to
be and not feem
It is becaufe Man only is.dsfirous of honour, fo
it comes to pafs that every one covets to feern
good, and yet naturally (buns labour, tho* he attains no virtue but by it; Or elfe it is becaufe the
nature of a Sophifter is rather to feem, than to be
and not feem but very few to attain to true virtue.
13* W hy do fomt in their Youth beget Girls and in
their middle age or when old beget Boys
?

?

?

<
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?
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It is becaufe the Seed waxeth cold in fuch as
ufe carnal Copulation too oft, and therefore in their
middle age, when they grow tired, their Seed is
hotter, and fo produceth Males.
la. Why hai e Children or Bo\s, pleafure in the Acl
of Venery, feeing they do not cafforth Joed?
It is as the Philofopher faith, becaufe there is certain tickling in letting out the Spirit of breath, as
it is in fuch as are of Age by calling forth Seed,
15. Why have thofe leaf plcajure who ufe the Adi
of Copulation oft
By oft ufmg carnal Copulation the Spirit and
Seed doth increafe and wax cold, therefore not fo
itching or tickling, which is of delight.
16. Why doth immoderate Copulation do mere hurt
than immoderate letting of Blood
’Tis becaufe the Seed is fuller of Spirit and Nutriment, better diipofedand prepared for the nature
of the Body than the Blood, for, fays Galen* the
Seed is the caufe of the fubllantial parts of the body,
and of it the Body grows, and is nourifhed. And
as he who is hungry is hurt more by taking away
of bread than flour, fo ihe Body is more weakened
by taking away Seed, than by evacuating Blood.
1 7. What is the. reajen fuch as have a ‘very long
Yard cannot beget Children ?
Whether is it becaufe the Seed is going along
diftane'e, the Spirit doth breath out, and therefore
is cold, and unfit for generation.
18. Why do fuch as are corpulent caf forth little
Seed in the Adi of Copulation, and are often barren
It is becaufe the Seed of fuch goes to nourilhing
the Body for the fame reafon corpulent Women
have but few Menfes.
19. ffiw comes IVomen prone to Vinery in the Summer time , and Men in Winter
It is becaufe at that time his Tefticles hang down
and are feebler, than in Winter; or elfe becaufe hot
?

?

,

?

;

?
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become lively; fir a Man is hot and dry, a
"Woman cold and mold, and therefore in Summer
the drength of Men decays, and that of -Vomen
encreafes, and fhegrows livelier by the benefit of the
contrary quality. And for the fame reafon fome
beads of a cold nature lie in dem and holes, and
thro’ the frigidity of the air receive little or no noutiflimcnt, but revive again when heat comes.
20. Hon.v comes Manproudeft of all living creatures?
Whether it is by reafon of his great knowledge,
or that (as thePhilofophers fay) all intelligentbeings
having underftanding, nothing remains that efcgpes
Man’s knowledge in particular or, it is becaufe he
hath rule over all earthly creatures, and all things
feems to be brought to his arbirrement or, fhall I
anfwer, that the pride of Man proceeds from his not
knowing himfelf; for truly would he remember that
he is but Dud and Afhes, came naked into the
World, ho n to eat Iris Bread in the Sweat of his
brows, and afterall born to die, he would abhor pride.
21. Honv ccjnes one Man to underft and one thing
and do another
Is't becaufe there is the fame fcienceof contrary'
things ?or becaufe the office,of the mind is to reach
at many th: n?s, and the appetite tends to one only?
And fo a Man chiefly lives by undtjrftand ng and
rcafon, but beads are governed by appetite, anger,
and pleafure.
Out cf Ail fSTOTLE.
22. Why is a Man 'toiftft of all living Creatures?
Becaufe he hath a very little Head in refped to
the proportion of his Body or elfe becaufe he is
of a mod perfeft Nature, and therefore the habits
of virtue are more perfe£l in him. Or is it becaufe
the blood of a Man is moil fubtile, pure and clean
The Blood is the Nutritufe, and therefore there is
great difference, whether cold or hot, thin or thick,
maddy/®r clear; for it is by rcafon that through its
natures

?

?

?

•

;

?

own conftjtutions he hath a molt perfect, fenfe of feeling, as experience Ihews in Men? For becaufe they
have f ft flejh they are endued with a (harp and
quick Wit; and they whole fieSh and fkin is thick
and grofs aie dull and flow; wherefore the temper
of Man feems more adapt to prudence and wifdom;
For this reafon in a foft and tender Body, the full
and mocherlier Spirit of the Sfml is eafier infufed,
and doth more willingly and fpeedilv difcourfe on
the contrary, the hardnefs ana th cknefs doth flop,
and therefore is a hindrance that the pure blood,
whereof the Spirits are enger’d, is not carried from,
place to place; for to every Man is given a certain
portion of Spirit to work withal.
23. How comes moji Womens wits unapt in good
:

■
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things, and moji prompt to naughty, as fiays Eurpides?
Betaufe of a Privation, which feems to be cbil*pled and joined to her Nature for as a Woman is
a Man’s hurt, fo the faculty of a Privation is always to do mifchief.
24.. Why do Menfiay a Woman’s firfi Counfiel Jhould
be cho/en
Becaufe (as we fee in Things that want Reafon)
their actions and motions are guided to their proper
Ends by a fuperior Power; for I think that’s very
true which is faid, that there’s a Providence which
puts into a diihoneft hear, the defire ofhonelty; and
in a poor man,the deflreof wealth,as far as fufficient.
So a Woman’s underilanding, tho’ ihe knows not
the reafon of goad and evil, is fometimes dire'fted
by an infallible truth, to take fome things in hand
but fome things they undertake of themfelves are to
be let alone, as weak, and fuhiefl to man/ Errors.
25 . Ho w comes it Women defire to go fine, and deck
themjel-'ues rather than Men
It is becaufe by Nature th**y arelmperfefr, fo they
endeavour to fupply their Imperfection by Art or
elfe ’tis becaufe they want the beauty of the Mind,
:

?

;

:

?
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fo (ludy to adorn their Bodies.
’
25. Notv comes it a tall Man is Jeldom nvife
By reafon the largenefs of its Body proceedsfrom excefs of heat, and abundance of humidity.
Some wife Men think the Perfection, accomplifhment, and goodnefs of the Operation is perfected
t>y drvncfs, which doth always go on and increafe
till it brings us to our End for the Conftitution of
the Body originally fprung from the laft humidity,
but the vehemence and exqefs of heat overthrows
the judgment, and hinders Quietude.
26. Why is. a multitude of Princes or Rulers naught
as Homerfaith
Is it hecaufe if theGovernment Ihould dvvindleinto Tyranny, his better to be under the Yoke of one
than many: Or becaufe a multitude of Rulers feldom
regard the good of the publick Hence it proceeds
that, if once they difagree, great hurt is like to befal
the Commonalty, ’tis caller for one Msn to be well
given than many, in the Government of many there
wants rot Strife, Debate and Envy. Wherefore his
jullly faid, that a multitude of Rulers are naught:
for which reafon let there be but onePrince at a time.
27. Wby have Beafs their Hearts in the mid ft of
their Breaft, and Man inclining towards the left Jldei
It is becaufe it fhould moderate the cold on that
fide, for Ariftotle fays, Man hath only the left fide
cold. Or is it as I'hyficians fay, becaufe it fhould
give place to the liver, which is on the right fide.
28. Why doth a Womnn love that Man heft who had
her Maidenhead
Is it btcaufe that the matter doth covet a-form or
perfe£lion, To doth a Woman the Male Or is it by
reafon offhpiriefacednefs; for, as Plato faith, Shamedoth follow Itrje. Or is it becaufe the beginningol great pkafuredothbringa great alteration in the whole, whereby the Powers of the Mind
afe much delighted, and flick and reft immoveable
in the faint I Heftd advifes to marry a maid.
?

?
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29. How comes the Night in the Full Moon, fome~
what warm, fine {according to the Mathematicians)
the Moon is cold by night ?
Whether it is becaufe the Opinion of the Peripateticks ought to be preferred, which, fays, every

light heats in that refptft it is icfleoled.
30. How comes the Night in Autumn colder than
in Spring?
It is becaufe the Air is very thin, and bodies that
are rarified are very ap: to receive heat or cold; as it,
is feen in water eafily, for water heated doth fooner
freeze than cold, becaufe it is rarified by heat.
31. Ho w are Bodies fooner hurt with cold in
Autumn than in Spring
It is becaufe the Bodies which are accufiomed to
cold do in Spring receive Vat, a d therefore the
moving or mutation is natural, and not furpiizing.
But in Autumn .hey haften from heat to col : not
being accuftomed, and without any mean. Nature
doth not endure fudden change. Ga.en fays.
32. How comes hairyPecpiemore lufful than others,?
Becaufe in them is iuppofed great flore of Excrements and Seed, as Philofbphers affert.
33. How comes it that Men which have fmall
‘Heads, are naturally angry and r eji f.
Becaufe when the Head is little, (the Brain fo of
courfe) the heat of the heart cannot be moderated
with the heat of the Brain as it ought to be, and
anger proceeds of the boiling of the Blood about
the Heart, though fomething vexatious.
34. How comes the Fundament of a Man to cloje after
he hath made Water
Becaufe the Air runs prefently to fill that which
is empty, and To the parts of the Body are altered
by the coldnefs of the Air, which caufes trembling.
35. Why have fame Men died through grief, fame
through joy but more through anger ?
?

,

?

,
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Becaufe joy cools the very inward guts, gnef or
forrow do fufrocate and choak the-inward parts,
and cool the outward, but anger heats both, while
heat remains, life and nature doth fo too, becaufe
the foul is counted the life and natural heat.
36. Hovj doth the Voice change in People vj hen they
begin to have Seed
It is becaufe that heat is the beginning of veins
and blood, as Ariftotle faith againft the Phyficians
and thereupon it raifeth, that becaufe the change of
the excrements of Seed is made in the higheft part
of the body, the voice being above, makes it manifeft. And thereupon k is that the voicesboth of Men
and Women do change when they beginto have feed.
37. Mono comes it that <when a Pot full of boiling
Liquor is feething, yet the bottom is cold I
it is becaufe the hot vapours afeend upward,
and therefore when the uppermoft water is hot,
the bottom at the fame time is cold, by reafon of
the coldnefs of the Water adjoined into it.
' 38. Why is the G* ain vohicb vee find in theAnts holes
and gathered in Summer time gnavon at one end
It is becaufe they are diredled of nature to gnaw
and confume that end, where the vertue of fccd.ng
is, for fear it fproutagain, left by the fprouting and
growing, they would be deprived of the nutriment
belonging neceflary unto themfelves.
39. Why do Children love their Mother more frequently than the Father
It is becaufe they take great pains with *hem,'
or becaufe of- the great certainty which they nave
of themfelves as Arif'otie faith.
40. Why is not the Father as well beloved of the
Son, as the Son is of the Father F
It is, as the Wifeman fay becaufe love does not go
backward, but always forward, becaufe love doth
by nature ferve flich a life to continue the kind
where it comes to paf?, that our natural defire neg?

;

,

?

,

?
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le&ing things part, looking to things to come. Or,
it is (as the Philofopher faith) becaufe the Father
hath fome vhat cf his in the Son, the Son nothing
of his Father.
4 1. Why do Children, for the moji part, rather referable the Mother than the Father Jeeing (as Ariiloile
faith) tbeMotber doth not concur act: vity in the begetting of the Child?
Whether it is becaufe all fimilitudeand likenefsin
mankind and nature are virtually contained in the
feed of the father; whereby it is, for the moft part,
the fon is like neither, but the grandfather, or great
grandfather, and fometimes like none of the family?
or, is it becaufe this doth proceed of a ilrong imagination, in fuch as are wont wonderfully to love their
wives; for, as Avicen doth' affirm, the body is fomewhat changed by affeftions, which are called affeflus
animalis ,for they do printdeep impreffions in natural
things, as it doth happen that the child dothreprefenthim whofe portraiture and image was fore conceived in the a£t of carnal Copulation of Men and
Women. But lome of the vulgar fort, who know
not the caufes of things, are not content with this
dodhine, but the wife agree and fend unto it, And
therefore it cometh alfo to pals, that the blood runneth and goeth to the external parts in him who
calleth conceit of red things into his Mind. And
fo Men’s teeth are fet on edge when they fee another
eat ipwer things; and when we fee another dhealed
or grieved in any part, the fame part in us doth languid) and grieve, and often alfo the constitution of
the body is changed through exceffive fear.
42. PVhy are JJJes more nimble, as the Proverb is,
*when they are young, than at any other time
Whether is it becaufe their uamreand confutation
being melancholy from the beginning.it is reqnifxte
there fhould be a temperance with the recompence
of contrary qualities; for melancholy by nature is
?
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cold and dry, but when they are young, they
hot and moillr "I'his a!fo we fee in melancholy
Children they which in their Childhood are of
great Wit, and before it be looked for are of great
Wifdom, infomuch that you may hope and promife
any thing in time to come, whofe Wit neverthelefs
in progrefs of time, doth decay and fade. Be therefore (faith the Greek) naught, to the end that thou
may’ll live, for the nature of fuch is moll Ihort.
43. W hy be there no Affes in Pontus and Scythia?
It is becaufe their Nature is moll impatient of
cold, as the Philofdphers do fay
44. Why are Clergymen and IVomen fnoji covetous ?
Is it becaufe the habit of Virtue is bred of many
Adlions.and therefore feeing that Priells want wives
and Children, they are forced no ways to fpend their
Goods, and yet are accullomed to take and receive,
and fo become covetous
For as the Philofopher
doth fay, fuch as every Man’s A&ionsare, fuch doth
he become. The Nature of Women (as we have
often fa!d) is imperfe.ll, therefore they think it impoffible fully to fatisfy themfelves; and therefore they
gather together and keep that by which means they
may help their need and by Indullry and Art they
covet to get that which Nature does not give them.
And for the fame reafon (I fuppofe) old Men give
themfelves toCovetoufnefs for wanting, and being
dellitute of Helps by Age and Nature, they gripe
after the Goods of Fortune, that with them they
may provide for themfelves againft all wants.
45. Why do Wounds grieve lefs in vsar than out
cf voar
Is it becaufethe Powers of the Soul bend another
way; for as the Philofophcr doth fay, if our Mind
be itrongly fixed on other matters, we do not fee
thcfe things which are before our Eyes; or, whether
is it by reafon of anger, which, as wife Men fay,
doth heat the internal and external Part; and, as
;
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with the heat the Soul works all
things and therefore it happens that the angry
Man grows but flowly after his Wound, and therefore alfo doth lefs grieve and heat.
46. t'Vhy do we wonder at an Eclipfe of the Sun
and Moon, and not at all the Generation
of Planets
and Beafts by Seed I
Whether is it becaufe our Admiration ceafeth in
things which are ufual, and our Mind negledled t»
fearch out the truth in fuch things, but that which
happens feldom, doth ftir us up to wonder; and induceth the Underftanding to fearch out the caufe.
47. How comes it thaKthe Head ach, dulne/s of Memory, and an evil difpoftion of Imagination, dothfollow the long detaining of the Seed
Is it becaufe it doth hinder and make heavy the
Brain by excels ofNSeed or becaufe the Seed long
kept, getting fome venomous quality, and therefore the fume and vapour of it doth hurt the Head.
48. How comes it that Briefs and Monks fear and
abhor death snore than any Men
Is it becaufe they are by Nature cold and melancholy? Or, becaufe they perceive therafelves to
perilh utterly For when they are out of this World,
they neither continue in their own Nature, nor in
Pofterity.
49. Why if Trees fall their Leaves, and Bcafs
their Hair and Feathers, they receive them again, and
if a Man become bald, his Hair groweth no more
Is it becaufe the time of the Year doth bring that
change of Bodies; fo that in the firft change there

Arifotle affirms,
?

?

?

?

?

?

followethaninterchangeablecourfeoneafteranother?

andßeafts receive their Feathers and Hair, and Frees
their Leaves; bur baldnefs cometh to a Man through
Age, and Nature giveth no coming again to Age.
50. Why doth Summer end all Di/ea/es r
If Force and Nature be flrong it fhall find Air
moft fit for Refolution a.i i Digeftion, and Expulfion

*The PROBLEMS
of Superfluities, if weak and overthrown, the heat
doth overthrow it more. It doth loofen weak Bodies, and therefore there comech nothing unto the
lick Body but Death.
51. Why if a Man put his Hands into the Water in
Summer, is he colder if the water be moved, than when
it Jiandeth fill ?

Is it becaufe that part of the Water which touch
his hands, is hot by the heat of his hands For every
agent which doth communicate with the Patient in
the things whereon he worketh, in doing doth fuffer
again, and the Water being moved, it is neceflary
that the parts of it which are rarified, be fcattered
abroad, and others more cold fucceed them.
52. Why are fome which have an evil Complexion
and Conftitution of Body, live longer than fome others
which are ofa Janguine and better Nature
Whether is it thro’ bad Government and Order?
Or becaufe there is fome hidden caufe in thofe difpolitions for as Averrois faith, the number of the
Elements is infinite in Works of nature, the which
none belides the Author of nature doth underftand.
53. What is the caufe as Phyfcians fay that the
fujfocation of the Matrix, which happens to Women
through Strife and Contention, is snore dangerous than
the detaining of the Flowers
Whether is it becaufe that by how much the more
an Excrement is perfect, fo long as it doth continue
in its natural Difpoficion, by fo much the more it
is worfe when it is removed from that, and drawn
to the contrary quality
as it is feen in Vinegar,
the which is lharpeft when it is made of the bell
Wine. And fo it happens, that the more Men
love one the other, the more they hate when they
fall to Variance and Diicord.
54. Why doth theLand which fanciethfillfeem to
move unto Juch as Jail by Sea
Is it becaufe the nutriment of the Senfe of feeing is accidently moVed when the Ship is moved.
:
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whereby the likenefs and ftmilitude of things perceived and received with the moving.
55- Why do we love our Sight above ou Senfes
Whether is it (as Ariftotle doth fay) becaufe it
both fhews us the difference of things, or becaufe
its Knowledge is more drawn from material Subftancei Or, is it becaufe the divine force of Love
is placed in that Senfe, as Plato faith.
56. Why do we not judge a Staff to be broken in the
water, feeing it doth Jo appear in the Senfe of Sight ?
Whether is it becaufe we perceive by the Senfe
of feeling and touching, that the Sight doth err?
Or, is it becaufe we do notjudgewith thefame power as we do imagine with? An argument of this,
becaufe the Sun doth feem to be but a foot round.
And by a trick and moving of the finger, one finger
doth feem two, yet we do not yield they be two.
57. Why do we put our Hands over our Eyes when
<we 'will fee any thing afar off
Is it becaufe the Lignt ftiould not be difperfed ?
and fo Ariftotle faith, that thofe which have their
Eyes Handing out cannot fee far? and contrary fuch
as have them hollow in their Head, can fee far,
becaufe the moving of the Sight is not fcattered.
58. Why-can fame fee the Ohjeft before their Eyes
afar off., better than if it be near to the Eye
Is it becaufe things which may be feen,cannot be
feen but by the mean of the bright Eyes; and weak
eyes do want more plenty of light than ftrong eyes.
But the objefl being put afar off from the Senfe of
the Sight in the diftance from the thing feen, doth
require a greater light than good eyes need; and the
further the objcft is, the more light there is in the
diitance betwixt the objed and the Sight or elfe
becaufe the motion which proceedeth from an objedl
far diltant unto a weak Senfe is weak, which the
fenfc can well endure: But the motion which is hard
by, is ftrong, whichaweakeyecannot fuffer; which
is ealily feen in old Men. which by reafon of their
?
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Weaknefs do fee afar of, and can read fmall letters in the light of the Sun, which notwithlianding
cannot ha;d by them fee, nor read at the light of
a Candle, not the Moon.
59. Ho do fame People difeern Things near them,
and not at a dijiance
It ip through the Weaknefs of the Sight, for in
fuch the power of feeing is very weak therefore
they do need a ftrong moving; as it is alfo in fuch as
have their Eyes handing out, who cannot fee far.
60. Why do Juchas wouldfhoot aright wink with
-jo

?

;

one Eye

?

Becaufe the fight is more ftrengthened and united, and fo litter to perform this Adion.
61. Why are fuch as have been long in the dark, if
on a fudden they come into the light, half blind ?
It is becaufe Nature cannot endure thofe fudden
mutations: or becaufe the fpiritof the fight is fmall
and weak and therefore is glad of the like, and fo
diflblves when they come into the light? Or elfe is
it becaufe of the defire of that light they wanted
before, which when they behold too earneitly, their
fight is weakened, as it happens in fome who have a
long time endured Famine, and then eating greedily take more than they can digeft, and fo perilh.
6z. Why do fuch as are purblind for the moji part
write fmall, when (one would think) it is a property
belonging chiefly to Jirong Eyes
Becaufe things iiard by feem great, and fuch are
wont to write with their Eyes clofe to the Paper;
or elfe they always write winking, or if they write
with their Eyes wide open, their fight being difperfed would wax dim, and lb by winking they
dilcern more readily, and fince through winking
the paliage of the fight is rendered narrow, they
muft of neceffity make a fmall letter.
63- For what reajon doth a Man fee better in the
Night if he hows his Head towards the Ground, than
f be flood upright
,
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Becaufe the obfeure Vapours which makes the
Air dark are thicker above than near the Earth, and
fo hinder the fight jno re being didant than near the
Ground. Or is it becaufe the light of the Stars being difperfed thro’ the Air, caufe a refledlion near to
the Earth, tho’ weakly, and, fqby that means doth
refiefl a light on the furface of the Earth.
6a.. What is the caufe that if a Matt has committed
an evil Faff, he cannot diffemble it in his Countenance?
For the Poetfa)s, O how hard is it not to bewray a Fault
with the Countenance »
Is it becaufe theEyeis mefienger of the Heart, as
a Glafs in the Mind, wherein all things do diine
Or a? ’tis the weaked part of the Body, and fulled:
of padages; for which reafon all alterations which
kegin in the Heart, go dire&ly to the Eyes.
65. How comes gaping to fcp the hearing
Becaufe the Indrument of hearing ends at fomefpiritual parts, whereby it comes to pafs that it islhaken
ormoved togetherasthatfpiritualpaj-tsasoftas itmoves
the air. Or,’tis becaufe much air doth enterin at our
ears when we gape,thereforefenfe andmotion can’t be
perceiv’d for its thru ding at theEar. TheNofe is the
air,fo that when the air withintheairisweaken’dand
thatwithoutdothenterofnecedityone hinders t’other.
66. Why can nothing he the caufe of its own generation and corruption
Is it becaufe the mover mull be before the thing
moved,and the engenderer before the things engender’d, or that it is impofiible to be before itfelf.
67. How co?ne> Women's Bodies loofer, fofter and
leffer than Men’s t And why do they want Hair
By reafon of their Menfes for with them their
fuperfluities go away which would produce Hair,
and where the Flefh is filled, confequently their
Veins are more hid than Mens.
68. What is the reafon that when we think upon
an horrible thing we are Jirickea with fear
?
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It is becaufe the conceit,thinkingand underfiandingof things, have Force and Virtue For Plato
faith, the reafons of things have feme affinity with
the things themfelves: for the image and reprefentation of cold and heat, is fuch as the Nature of
the Things am, as the Philofopher had faid. Or is
it becaufe when we comprehend any dreadful Matter, the Blood runneth to the internal Parts, and
therefore the external Parts are cold, and fhake
with fear.
69. Why cannot a company or mnltitude of Women
he led under a Captain without a tumult
Is it becaufe they are unconftant by Nature, and
for the fame reafon the Philofopher would appoint
no ftiepherd over Goats> becaufe they are unftable
by nature: Or, is it becaufe a Woman is more prating, worfe tongucd,and more backbiting; alfocom■ plaining and lefs wife, and more lying than a Man?
70 Why doth a Raddijh root help digefhon, and yet
itfelfremain undigefted
Whether is it becaufe its fubflance confifteth of
idiverfe parts, for there are fome thin parts in it,
which are fir to digeft meat, the which being diffolved, there doth remain fome thick and clofe fubllance in it, which the heat cannot digeft.
71. Why do fuch as cleanse wood cleanse it eafter in
length than athwart ?
Whether is it becaufe in wood there is a grain, if
it be cut in length,as it is to follow the hair in cloth,
which doth go in length, Whereby in the very cutting, one part draweth another fall by it?
72. What is the rca/on, that ifa fpcar be Jlrick.n on
the end, the Sound cometh focner to cm which Jiandeih
at the ether end, than to one which Jiandetb near to
him which Jiriketh?
Whether it is becaufe (as it hath been faid) there
is a certain long grain in Wood diredlly forward filled with Air; but crofs, or on one fide there is none?
?
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And therefore a beam or fpear ftricken on the end,
the air which is hidden receiveth afoundin theaforefaid grain, which ierveth for the pafi'agepf the air.
And therefore feeing the found cannot go eafily out,
it is carried unto the Ear of him who is oppofite to
him, and thofe pafiages do not go from fide to fide,
and therefore the found cannot be diftin£Uy heard.
73. Why be there not famous Men in every faculty
in our Age
Is it becaufe the nature of Man decayeth in our
age? and as Solinus faith, Succellion being corrupted
the progeny of our age is worfe bv birth or is it
becaufe fuch are not efteemed of Princes for take
away the reward due unto virtue, and no Man will
embrace it op is it ordaineth by Nature, that Men
do always complain of the prefent time.
74. Why are Flatterers ingreat credit nvifb Princes?
Is it as Plutarch faith by the Authority of Plato,
becaufe they love themfelves? too much immoderate
love of themfelves caufeth them to admit Flatterers,
and to give them credit? or whether is it, as I
think, becaufe they want the light of reafon, for
among birds, fome through the corruption of their
nature, delight in {linking meat, and whom the
day doth blind, the night doth lighten.
75. Why have Philofopher s, for ihemnji part, in
thefe days evil Conditions
Is it becaufe they are efteemed of Princes? Or is
it becaufe of the Philofophy itfelf, they are accufed
of Crimes, and think therefore they are compelled
to forfake Virtue, and follow Vice or elfe deceived
through error, they think they have chalenged all
thegarments of Philofophy,when they havefnatched
to themfelves fome of her rags and therefore they
are by us rather called Sophlfters than Philofopher
for certainly, a Philofopher fhould be of a {tout
courage in all refpecls, and in all fortunes, for they
?
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reafon badly, and therefore they fhould give themfelves unto Philofophy, becaufe they would be honoured of Princes. And their deflre is not ruled by
nature, but by errors, and they are thruil forward
with ftreams of falfe credulity.
76. Why do jttcb as arc angry wax pale in the be{finning and afterwards red?
It is through the deflre of revenge for that which
grieveth, that the heat and blood are called unto
the Heart, and therefore of neceflity the external
Parts are pale when they are determined to put
that in Execution which they deflre, the heat and
blood do run into the outward parts, and then they
are greatlv to be feared and taken heed of.
77. IVhy do Serpents want a Yard and Stone
Is it becaufe they want thighs, and therefore do
want a yard, and then want ftones becaufe of the
length of the Body.
78. Why can Serpents turn their Heads backwards,
and the reft of their Body ftandftill?
Js it becaufe (like unto thofecreatures which are
art made of a winding compoficalled Infetfa) they
tion, and have their Joints flexible, and made of
p-riftles and this is thereafon in ferpents, and alfo
becaufe they may void all thofe things which hurt
them,for having no feet,and being longin body,they
cannot eafily turn them,whilft they bow againft thofe
things which are behind them. It were tonopurpofe
to lift uptheir head if they could not exercife anger.
70. Why is a Camel:on changed into many colours
Whether is it, as feemeth unto the Philofopher,
becaufe he is the flenderelt of all footed beafts engendered of Eggs, and is ftark cold for want of
ilood, the caufe is to be referred unto the quality
of the mind Thro’ overmuch coldnefs he is ofib
or it is the property of fear to bind
many colours
fall through want of blood and heat.
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80. Why are the thighs and calfof the legs of Men
flcjhyfeeing the thigh of Beafs are not fo ?
Is it becaufe Men only go upright and therefore
nature hath given the lower part corpulency, and
hath taken it away from the upper ? and therefore
Ihe hath made the Buttock, the thighs, and calf of
the legs flelhy.
81. If by doth veryfat Beafs <wax old quickly, and
foon diet
Is it becaufe they have but little Blood, feeing
much of it is drunken up with the fat and thofe
which have but a fmall ftore of Blood, are aptell
to die for death is want of Blood.
82. Why doth Man only go upright P
Is it becaufe he is moft hot of nature or is it becaufe his Subftance is divine? The part of divine
things is to underhand and be wife; whichcould not
eafily be, if a Man had a great malTy Body, for
heavinefs doth make the underflanding and the
Senfe flow.
83. IVhy is the jiejh neareji the Bone fweetef
Whether is it becaufe it receiveth temperature
through the quality of the contrary? for the nature
of flelh is hot and moift, and the nature of the
bone is cold and dry, and therefore betwixt contrary extreaens there mnil needs be a mean.
84. Why is it forbidden to talk zvhen <we eat ?
Whether is it that before the Wezon, by the
which we eat and drink, the artery is put, by the
which air and breath goeth into the lungs, and this
artery is molefted with meat or diinic moiefted into
it? Yea, Nature hath provided for this a little llal>
which doth cover the artery, the which opens when
wefpeak; and therefore meat cannot eafily gee
into it, whereof followeth choaking and coughs
Or whether is it becaufe fpeaking doth hinder the
chewing of the Meat, and therefore the Meat is
not well digefted r
r

;

;

;
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85. Why doth Wine mingled with Water make a
Man drunk
Whether is it becaufe the water doth caufe the
wine to run hither and thither, penetrate the more;
and that is the reafon it muft, as Avicen doth fay,
doth fooner make a Man drunk than wine becaufe
that the water mixed with it doth make it penetrate.
86. Why are Noblemen, andJuch as are placed in
high dignity troubledwith the Gout
is it becaufe they cram diverfe forts of meats
even to the full I And the Phyfician doth affirm,
that there is nothing worfe than at one time to take
diverfe forts of meat, and then to be a long time
in eating and drinking of them for the firil is half
digcfled before the other come, and therefore fuch
as remain long undigefted, breed raw and naughty
humours, which run into the Joints? Or whether it
is by reafpn of overmuch pure wine, and too much
idlenefs, and exercife done out of due feafon; or
is it through the overmuch ufe of letchery, which
killeth digeftion
Thefe things ate greatly to be feared, Plotinus
for
faith, left we become flocks of brute beafls
like unto the brute beafls they are given to gluttony and the Belly.
87. Why arc they taken with judden Death which
are. loaden with overmuch Jdt, and especially when
they arc young
Whether is it becaufe their Veins beftreight, and
therefore are ftopt with the fat,that the Spirits cannot have free courfe whereupon the heat which is
bred within them doth kill them, becaufe they cannot receivethe cooling of the Air. And therefore (as
thePhyficians fay) they would greatly fear lell their
Veins break, or their natural heat be (uffocated.
88. Why can Juch be hardly let Blood that are very
fa t and not without great danger
Is it becaufe they have very (lender Veins, and
?
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thofe hidden? Or becaufe all fat is without Blood*
it feemeth unto the Philofopher.
89. Why (as Arillotle doth affirm) are the fenfble
powers in the heart, yet if the hinder parts of the brain
be hurt,the memorypay ethfor it if the foreparts, the
Imagination if the middle, the cogitative part
Is it becaufe the Brain is appointed by Nature to
cool the heat of the Heart, whereof it is, that in
diverfeof its parts it ferveth the powers and Inftruments of their Heart, for every Adlion of the Soul
doth not proceed from one meafure of heat.
90. Why doth it 'happen for the moji part,that Children n.vhich are not lawfully begotten, are whiter, and
Jubtiler, and more like the Parents than others
Is it becaufe of the powers of the Mind of the
Parents are vehemently bent in the Adi of Copulation
Such do love exceedingly, and therefore
feeing that their AfTedlions be not diftradled, the
Child by Nature lhall not vary from them, and
this is moft true, whhn they go together with tranquility of Mind for if it be with-Fear or Grief,,
the Children be unlike.
91. What is the reafon feeing Death is hy A' atare,
yet it is more terrible unto Men than unto all other li-v-ing Creatures
Is it becaufe the Nature of Man, as the Philo-'
fopher faith, hath purchafed the mean, not only
of living, but alfo of well living
For Mankind
only is partaker of fupernatural things; other living Creatures have regard unto that only which they
fee, wherein, as Pliny doth fay, the Goodnefs of
Nature doth fuffi.ce, which is to be preferred before
all other things and therefore they do not think
of Glory, Wealth, Ambition, nor of Certh, wherefore feeing that Man is deprived of a more noble
Life, when he dieth, Death is unto him, above all
other, molt grievous Or. is it becaufe all ether
living Creatures regard only things prefent, and
Man only forfeeth things to come
;

?

;
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92. If Death comes by Nature, why is it judged tit
?
lafi of all terrible things
Whether is it, as feemeth unto the Philofopher,
becaufe it is the lad and nothing elfe do feem good
or bad unto mortal Men
Or, is it becaufe we inveigh againd nature, who is the beginning of neceffity,and not the nature of the form, or the end from
which that which is good is deprived, the which
all things do delire? Or peradventure, doth Death
feem the mod terrible of all things, becaufe they
mean not to live, that they thought to be immortal?
Or doth it ftrike a fear only to them which lead a
naughty life For unto fuch as live a virtuous life,
Death is not grievous as the Poet faith. Death is
the end of a Prifon ohfcure. Or, be they grieved becaufe they a;e leized with a violent and untimely
Death For fuch as die when they come to old age,
do for the mod part die without Fear and Grief;
for truly Nature is a Candle ready to be put out.
And as Plato doth fay, of all Sons of Deaths, that
which doth come by Nature is moil light, which
happeneih rather with pleafure than colour.
03 . Why feeing that a Man is the end of Nature,
is he of Jo jhort life in reJpeSl of other Irving things
as Poets do complain by the Example of the Crone r
Whether is it becaufe that thofe, or Makers, confuting of our kind, the perfeftion of frail things is
not meafured at all by continuance of time as the
Philosopher faith, is it far better to be very joyful for
a fhovt Space, then a long time meanly or lightly
gladrOr, whether is it becaufe that nature of things
poffibly doth always make that which is bed? and
31 could not be that the Conditution of Man’s body
could be convenient and fit for long continuance,
and the operations of the Soul: For by the authority of the wife there is required another temperature,
firft for Life, and then for the Works of Life.
Whether Should they make ufe of a long Life, and
?

?

;

?

,
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the worfe; or of a fhorter, and the better? It feemeth good unto them, faith Plato to prefer a fhort
Life and a gqod, before along Life and a bad.
94.. IVhy doth Nature bring forth Men naked, and
without defence
Is it becaufe Nature doth nothing without reafon,
or in vain ? feeing that a Man is moil wife he can
ufe many Inftruments to help him withal; the
Hand is not one Inftrument but many. And therefore they think amifs as the Philofopher affirmeth,
which faith that Man is nobleft of all Creatures,and
yet in worfe cafe than all, bscaufe he is naked and
weaponlefs, for other Creatures keep their common
help, and cannot change it by any means, but man
can change his Weapon, at his pleafure; for the
Hand is a Hoof, a Horn, a Spear, a Sword, and every other kind of Weapon, feeing then a Man is
endued with underhandmg'and hath a Hand given
him by nature he cannot complain of his Nakednefs and Condition. Whether was the Excellency
of the Subftance of which Mankind was made, fit
and convenient for Horns, and fuch like.
95. Why is Wine put in a Vfel of Water mingled
with Saltpetre <vay cold?
Becaule Saltpetre is prefently aftu cold, tho’ it
have power to be hot, and the VV'ater mingled with
it is colder than the Wine. Now a thing which is
more cold doth make a thing lefs cold than it was;
and therefore the Wine put into fnch a Veflel is
cooled the better. I haveTometimes anfwered, that
it proceeds of ikzAnttperiftafs that is, by a repulhon, whereby heat or cold is made itrong and every
but Saltpetre is not hot
contrary by its contrary
a3u but in potentia and therefore having power
only to be hot, and is not hot indeed, it cannot
work by that contrariety; for it Is adlu cold, as
the feeling can judge.
,
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96. Why hath Philofophy feemed a wonderful and a
divine thing to fame
?

Whether is it becaufe that as Medicine is the
perfection of the Body, fo Philofophy is the perfection of the Soul; as Themifeus faith
Or, is it
becaufe the body of Philofophy doth increafe and
further us in our Duty towards God, and make
our Zeal more fervent? For thofe things being
perfectly known which God hath done, they turn
Mens minds and hearts to praife and admire him
this Admiration, Faith, Hope and Charity do follow Or, is it becaufe it affords pleafure and delight through the certainty and fincerity of it.
97. How comes Tyrants to hate learned Men
It is by reafon of the unlikenefs of manners;
for fo it hath always been, that Wifdom hath been
injured by bad manners. O* do they fufpeCt their
fomenting Sedition and Tumults in the Cities
Or becaufe they rewhere their DoClrine comes
For, as Plato faith, Poets
prehend their Faults
have great Force and fkill either to praife or difpraife; and every Man that has any regard to his
credit fhould take heed how he offends a Poet.
?
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Y did Homer call Men Polycropatius

of the boarinef of the Temples

;

?

for
Becaufe their chiefly his grey Hairs begin
the forepart of the Head hath more moiflure and
fiegm in it than the hinder.
2. Why is only thefore-past of the Head bald
Becaufe it is look and loft; and therefore feeing
the hair wants nourifhments by reaionof its natural
drynefs, it eafily falls into thofe parts it doth not
Hick as behind, where the head is moilt and thick.
3- From what doth baldntfs proceed*
;

?

;
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From drynefs, whereof fuch as have curled hair
are fooneft bald, and are grey headed very late, by
reafon of the drynefs which confumes thefuperfluous
Phlegm: They are watchful beyond others, becaufe
deep cometh of humidity as is plain in Children,
who are moift and fleepy, and full of Excrements.
Such as have fofter hair, as thefe with a moift head,
are of a contrary difpofltipn,being feldom(or never)
bald. Sometimesbaldnefs happens thro’fomeDiftempers,as the Gout and others; and fuch are foon bald,
fleepy, and have much fuperfluity. The hoary hairs
be the whiteft, becaufe they follow the Colour of
Phlegm, whence they proceed they arefometimes
yellow, when the Phlegm is mingled with Choler.
4. Why a/ e cold Men full ofExcrements, and‘very
;

;

watchful

?

Becaufe they are cold and weak by nature, have
a bad digeftion, and fo gather many Excrements
by the Pores and open Palfages of the body; fmce
they are dry, they are likewife very watchful, by
reafon their bodies are hard and ftiff. Children,
notwithftanding the interlacing of the Pores, and
foundnefs of,their bodies, are moift.
5. Why have Children, which are moift by Nature,
and full of Excrements, no hoary hairs?
Becaufe they are moift and hot, and Phlegm is
moift and cold, and have the forepart of the head
as it were fleihy and thin, whereby fuperfluities are
voided and that with age doth grow hard, boney,
and thick and therefore Nature doth afterwards
give it feems, by which fuperfluous Vapours Ihould
breathe out and evaporate.
6. Why do Women and Eunuchs grow he ary and grey}
Women, becaufe they are cold by nature having
little Exercife, do gather more Superfluities,' especially when they ceafe childing. And Eunuchs, becaufe they yield no feed, but fuperfluity that fnould
breed it, the which with the blood fpreads itfelf all
;

;
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over the Body, and the nature of Phlegm.
7. But why do they want Hair
Women, becaufe they be cold, and have thick
ken, and
paffages in their Bodies, for cold doth
therefore there is no way by which Hair fhould pafs.
Eunuchs, becaufe they are moift, and above meafure full of Excrements and therefore as no Hair
can grow in fuch moift places, fo neither in dry
and ftoney; whereupon baldnefs doth enfue.
8. How comes Eunuchsfor the rnofpart bandy leg'dF
By reafon of their fuperfluous humidity they have
foft and wet bodies, and therefore weak and as
things can’t bear the burthen of the body, they are
wreathed and crooked, as the Bulrufh doth bend if
a weight be put on it; for that which is hard and
dry is ftrong, and can refill, but the foft and moifl
cannot as is evident by Wood, Oilers, and Men.
Alfo by Baths and Drink Men are much weaken’d,
but by a moderate Diet dry’d, and become ftrong
and aftive. Eunuchs are moft like Women, weak,
given to Wine, and phlegmacick; for being cold,
they covet to induce the contrary quality, and
Wine by nature is hot. The Ethiopians being of a
dryer nature, have curled Hair, and are lean and
ftrong to work.
g. But why have they a Jharp andJhrill Voice
Becaufe much humidity filling up the Artery,
does drain it, and the breath having a narrow paffage, caufes a fharpnefs in the Voice. It is plain
they abound with humidity, becaufe they be light,
their Paps grow great like Women, have dwelling
Eyelids, and Toft whitifh Hair.
to. For what reafon do they fometimes coquet Women, and love the adl of Venery
Becaufe feme are not perfe£lly caftrated, fome
have a hoc liver, with large feedveffels, To imagine
the ale of carnalCopulation. They cannot perform
what they defire, becaufe their Privities want livelinefs j for lhatfpirit which puff ’em up doth always
?

;

;

?
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fail and is weak fo that the Spirit ariflng from
the Seed is carried thro’ its refpedlive paflages from
thofe parts that are about the Loins. In Children
thofe Condutls of Seed are ftopt up.
Why, feting there he three Jimplt uniform Humours, do they not breed threefimple Difeafes hut more
There are double <n every one,continual or whole
and broken for the Difference of Difeafes do not
proceed of the Humours only, but alfoof the places;
for a hot thing, and (harp Humour breeds a fharp,
and fhort Fever a cold and thick Humour, a long
and dull one. So of Wood, that which is hot and
dry, as Bays, Olive trees, \Ac. caulelh a great flame,
and is quickly confumed, but green or wet wood
makes a fmall fmoky fire, and is long a burning.
Again,if the place be large and fpacious,it fooner
(and that greatly) enflames the humours, becaufe
when heapt together,being fullrotten, ’tisputon fire.
But if the place be narrow and fmall,feeing it cannot
contain all the Humour but in piece-meal, and fo
can’t ripen all together, it will ftir up the fmall fever
but fuch a one as fhall burn long. But then the nature of the humour unto the place,fo (bait thou find
the difference of Agues which arife of the corruption
of the Humours. If yellow Choler doth putrify in
great receptacles, as the Veins and Arteries, feeing
it is hot, it doth kindle a moft (harp, hot, and fhort
Ague,which is called a burning or heat: But if cold
Phlegm doth putrify in the fmall Veins and Arteries
which are about the flefh,it caufes a longandlanguifh\ngAgue, which they call a Quotidian. And if yellow
Choler corrupts in fmall receptacles,it caufethafmall
or fhort Ague, but yet fomewhat longer than a heat,
which we call a Tertian or fhort Ague: But if Phlegm
does putrify in great places ’twill caufe a fanner Ague
than a Quotidian and likewife black Choler, if it
putrify in great Veins, becaufe ’tis burnt almoft at
by fourtus; ifin fmall, it
I once, caufeth a
;
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breeds a long Quartan', for there doth concur a cold
and thick Humour not fit for alteration, and a narrow place, which will not fuffer the Melancholy
and Anger to be confumed at once.
12. Why do fame •when they are
turnedfiveat under the Armpits
Becaufe the Pores are thin in that place : Nature,
when any thing is worthy of Reverence and Honour doth flee with the blood into the Veins and
Arteries, and they being full, do diftdl; as happens
in fitch as are merry, their body being thin, efpecially under the Armpits.
13 Why do fuch as are afraid nvax pale
Becaufe Nature and that Power which hath the
care of ourßodv will ("offer nothingdone extreamly
to us; and as we run into any place to (kreen onrfelves from danger, fo Nature looking to her (afety, conveys herfelf into the Body as much as (he
can, carrying the blood with her, and that the bed
too, vvh' 'h is what dies our Skin with a red colour.
14- How come they to tremble alfo
Becaufe that virtuous Animal {i. e. certain Spirits
which arife about the Heait by Nature’s confent)
do forfake their fine ' wwhich before they kept, and
they are what 1-eeps the body from trembling: and
hence it comes that fome are loofe in the bcllv, and
unawares make water; for thofe Mufeles and Sinews which fiop the courfe of Excrements being
become weak give leave for fuperfluities to pafs.
I^ . How cr,mes\/uch a! are nfhatned to wax red
Becaufe Nature of herfelf (like a noble Virgin,
reverencing tbst which is worthy of honour) draws
herfelf into the fecreteft part of the body, whereby
the Blood is moved about, and therefore the Skin
is dy’d wdth its colour. Others fav. the Blood is
caft over them by Nature, like a Veil, as one put
his hand before his Face.
i6. Hew comes fame to die with Fear
?

?

.

?

?
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Becaufe the natural power fleeing above meafure

with the blood into the inward parts of the body,
choaks and puts out the natural livelinefs which is
bred near the Heart, and therefore brings Death.
By this rule when Oil is put into the flame of a
Lamp, it puts it out; and Blood which is in the

Heart is compared to the flame ofa candle or lamp.
Some, for the fame reafon, have died with grief as
Fire covered with a cover is put cut, fo the inwaid
motion of the natural heat is refolved.
;

17.Whyarefame overcomnanddijmay'dbydrunkennefs^.
Becaufe much Wine fuffocates and choaks with
its heat our natural and lively virtue. It happens
chiefly where natural heat is weak, that which is
ftrong can confift much, and in time overcome and
digefl the abundance, as a great flame can endure
much Oil to be poured on it.
I 8. How comes old Men to
Jhake and tremble
Becaufe the nerves and flnews of the body, when
they receivfe not fufHcient motion, do not endeavour
to bear the burden of the body; The fhaking is becaufe the weight of the body draws part of the body downward; and another power, which is called
Anitnalis, upward when this is dqne, without intermiflion and one after another, it caufeth quaking,
then cometh bowing and Hooping towards the
ground, and fo inftead of a Rafter to uphold the
Fabrick, they get a btafF.
19 Why doth no! Peper and Mujiard heat the belly If
theybe /wallowed whole, but if they be broken the do F
Thofe things which have their qualities in power
only, and not in adlion, want external help to bring
their virtue and power into adlion and therefore
being bruifed and made fmall, and entering into the
paflagescf the body, do work their effeft thro’ their
inherent heat; The like of other qualities. There
be fome things that have their qualities in adlion,as
the water Atifan and Milk, which are to be drank
'

?

;

;
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prefently; they are moiir and cold, and want no cther external help to cool and moiilen, but do work
immediately. Likewife the Salt and the Earth.both
virtually and prefently, and in the fight are dry:
Linfeed and Bread are'dry in imagination and fight,
but rnoift in virtue and aft: the Sea alfo, and Brifie
pickle and aqua vhae, are mo iff in Imagination
and fight, but dry in virtue and aflion.
20. Why do
fome fee nothing in the Night, andfee
in the Day
Becaufe they have a thick fpirit of feeing, and
white cannot pierce the Air unto the thing which is
feen, and in the Nightgroweth more thick, becaufe
it is made cold with theabfcnce of the Sun. Or elfe,
as others fay, becaufe that in the Day-time it is
made fine and attenuated with the pure and hot Air,
and is thickened in the Night. The contrary unto
this doth happen in a Cat and an Owl; they difceril
nothing in the Day, and fee very well in the Night,
for they have a very clear and thin light, the which
when it doth thicken in the Night-time, is moil
lit to receive its objefl in the Day-time and in
a clear Light, being exceedingly attenuated and
made thin, is refolved and fcattered. Whereupon
Lions, which aje-almoft of the like nature, cannot go in the Sun
and if they fee fire in the Daytime, they flee from it. A Man may fee the Ball
of their Eyes very bright, and they have the moitl
parts of their Eyes very clear.
21. Why. doth a fudden •vehement Joy fmtvohat difmay a Man and aftonifh him
Becaufe when the vital virtue and inward natural
heat is immoderately carry’d to the outward parts,
it is call out and revived; and therefore fuch fweat
and grow red, becaufe the Blood is prefent. The
natural heat and fire, both by reafon of its heat and
fire, and alfo becaufe it is out of its place, moves
upward, and then, for want of Food andNutriture,
?

;

;

,
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downward again. And whenoneof theferaovings do
perilh and fail, the Man perifneth and faileth alfo.
22. Why do fuch as are in Grief, and in Love, and
in Anger fgh very often
.Becaufe that the Mind of fuch as are grieved is
turned into the caufe of Grief and Sorrow, and the
mind of fuch as covet to that which they do covet;
and the mind of the angry unto that which caufeth
the anger. Then the Mind being intent upon that
whether Ihe mcveth, doth after a Sort negleft and
forget to give motion, virtue, and power unto the
Muicles of the Bread: j therefore the Heart not receiving Air by the opening of the Bread, and by
confequence neither blowing nor cooling, nor yet
calling forth, by Ihutting, clofing v ad fighing, fuperfluities are bred of the Aduftion of Blood, whilll
it doth fear Suffocation The Heart (I fay) doth
force the mind, and give warning that he would
give more motion to theMufdes, and caufe greater
breathing in and out, and that he would take in
more ftore ofcold Air, and thruft out more Excrement, and that by often fmall breathings he would
perform that which one great one doth effefl. And
therefore the Men of old Time called the Word
Sufpiro, fighing of the draitnefs of the Bread.
They ligh long and often, becaufe the Mind is
always upon that which caufeth the palfion
Nature doth force the Soul to fend in by the Heart
more motive virtue to the Mufcles of the Bread.
It is mod evident that we do breathe in and out
by the Arteries. Under the name of Fulfe, the
opening and Ihutting, the receiving and calling
out Breath is comprehended.
23. Why is a Sau/age hardly digefcd
Becaufe that through its lightneisit doth f.vim in
the belly above the light Meat, and doth not conjoin with that Meat where -concoilion is made, but
Iwimming at the Gizzard,where appetite is,and not
Digedion. If you call it into water oat of a Man’s
?

,
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fwim above the water
body, it will not fink,
for whilfi: meat is minced in it, it receiveth a Ugh’*
Air, which caufeth it to fwim above moift things
and therefore it is limber and flaggy, becaufe it is
parcicipent of Air.
24. Why do we make hot Water before we go into
the Bath, and after that we ha-ve been long in the
Bath our Urine is cold
Urine is of a lukewarm quality, and moderately
hot; therefore out of the bath, becaufe our body
is cold, the Urine we make is as it were in Comparifon hot; yet in the Bath becaufe the Body is
much hotter than the Urine, therefore the Urine
doth feem cold, though it be hot after a fort. The
which doth appetr by that he who goeth into the
bath to get heat, if he only go into hot Water, it
feemeth very hot, but if already heated to go into
it, it doth not feem fo hot.
25. How comes it that <wefindfiweetfirejh Water
when we dig near the Sea
Becaufe in the Sea that water which is thinnefl:
and pureft, is frelh
that which is thick, is fait;
the thin water therefore which runneth through the
paflages of the Earth, is hidden in the Earth the
which we find, when we dig, is frefh becaufe
that in the Water it is drawn up into the Air, the
thick and dried Water doth become fait; but in
the Sea-lhores, becaufe the paflages be broad and
wide, frefh Water is found.
26. Why is Well-water warm in Winter and cold
in Summer
'Becaufe every thing doth flee from its contrary,
as from an Enemy; it is manlfeft that cold is contrary to heat, and doth deitroy it; anc therefore in
Summer, becaufe the Heat doth occupy the Air,
theCold doth flee into the bowels of the Earth, and
fo caufeth the Water to become cold. But in the
Winter, becaufe the cold hath greater fway in the
Air than the hest, the heatfleeth to the fame place.
>
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and fo doth heat the Water. For, it is againft the
Law of Nature, that contraries fhould dwell together in the fame place and time.
27. How comes it that Men of fmall Stature are
commonly wifer than the tall
Becaufe in fmall Men the Soul is well joined and
compafted together in the whole Body, in tall
Men it is extended in length. And therefore Homer doth deferibe Ulyjfes to be fhort and wife, and
Ajax tall and a Fool.
28. Why do we caji water in a Man's Face when
he doth fwcon, to make him come to himfelf again
Becaufe that through the coldnefs of the Water,
the heat may repair to the Heart to give Strength.
Zty.Wh)da manyFools beget wife andftrongChildrent
Becaufe Fools, when they are in the aft of Copulation, yield very much unto pleafure and have their
Mind drowned in the body whereby it cometh to
pafs, that their Seed beingparticipent ofgreat virtue,
as well reafonable as natural, doth caufe fuch as are
begotten to be wifer. But it happens otherwife to
fuch as are wife and learned; for their Seed wanteth
much natural virtue, and the force of Wifdom maketh them to think on fome external Cares, which
weakeneth their intentions in the Aft of Venery.
30, Why doth not the Dung of wild Beajis Jlink
fo much as the Excrements of Men
Becaufe they ufe dryfuperfluous Meats, and have
a great exercife; yea, the Dung of feme Beafts is of
good favour. But of all other the Dung of a Man
doth favour worft, becaufe Men do ufe many moilt
meats out ef feafon,and more than is needful: Alfo,
they are lefs not than other living Creatures, and not
fo much exercifed and feeing that it is not fulldigefted and evaporated by reafon of the abundance,
but doth corrupt, therefore it is of bad favour.
3I Why doth Mufard and fuch like jharp things
hlijler and exult erate the Skin, if it be put upon it, and
when it is /wallowed, doth not exculterate the Belly
?
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Becaufe they are diffolved with the moifture of
the Body, and becaufe they are changed and digelled before they woik, but upon the {kin, which
is thin, they have more time to work.
32. Why doth Barley, Bran, feeing that is cold,
diffolve Phlegm
Seeing all cold doth make thick, and hinder Resolution, truly I think, not becaufe it doth cool,
therefore it doth loofe and diffolve, but becaufe it
doth caft out, it hath a virtue of dividing, and expelling humours. And there are diverfe fuch kinds, i
which work contrary unto themfelves, accidentally
and by chance, not principally as the Nature of
Bees, which are hot, (far the like doth increafe his
like) but becaufe they do expel naughty Humours
from the Veins, and do provoke Urine. So Flowerde Luces and Hyffop are good for the Pleurify; altho’
they be hot, yet they do cut thofe Humours which
breed betwixt the {kin, and which gird the fide. So
the Difeafe which is calledTetanus is cured with hot
Water poured on it, which is bred of cold Humours it doth heal it, not principally ofits own
nature, but becaufe it is heated.
33. Why do Jome Men puff and blow when they
make Water
Becaufe the bladder when it is full of Water doth
Swell and ftraiten the Gut which is called the right
Gut and when it is emptied; a Wind which is in
the Gut defireth a paFage out; Some think there
is an avoiding of the Urine.
34. Why doJomeMen gape when they fee othersgape ?
Becaufe the Nature cf living Creatures, and especially of fuch as want Reafon, hath a likenefs
of Conlent and Affeflions and therefore when an
Afs piFeth, the others do rtale likewife.
35- How comes it that one which is bleer efd doth
ihhole ajidyet he which is who/e
infect on that which isey'a'.i
cannot heal the blear
?
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Becaufe the Eyes are foft and moifl, and expofed
health receives an alteration of a final!
caufe,and lictcnefs of a great and vehement, and that
which is in a mean is eafier changed of that which is
vehement, than contrariwifethevehement andgreatof
thetemperateandmean.Andther foreblearnefsbeing
a vehement and greatDifeafe doth eafily turn Health
which is a temperate and moderateStateof theßody.
36. Why do Money and an Apple feem greater ifin
the Water than they be dBecaufe the Water doth receive the fight, and the
Water about them makeththem feem of one colour.
So the Sun, the Moon* and the Planets, when they
are feen near unto the peintof their rifingor falling,
feem to be of greater bignefs than at other times
for they alter the Air about them with their quality.
3.7. Why, when a Man doth give a blow with a
ftnfffar off, fee we the blow prefently, but we hear the
'dound after altho’ the found and the blow be together?
Becaufe we have a fharper and quicker fight than
•hearing, and therefore the fight doth anticipate the
llrokes, and the hearing, which is grofler,doth hear
the found flower. And by the fame reafon we may
refolve the doubt of Thunder and Lightning's for
we fee the Lightning before we hear the Thunder,
altho’ the thunder be firfl, or at the leaft, together
with the Lightning and yet the fight being more
.fubcile than the hearing, doth fee the Lightning
before the Isar doth hear the Thunder.
38. What is the reafon, feeing we are naked on our
Face, and do atbed over all the Body, yet.we can endure Cold better on our Face than on our Body ?
life is the Cauie of it.
3g. What is the reafon thatyellowCholer, whichad
a Man’sLife time is contained in a place called theBladder of Choler, doth not eat out the Jaid Bladder, feeing
it is Jubjedl to many alterations ax'dyet if it fall into
t
al oath but a [mail time 'which is a Body that cannot
to affeftion;

;

,

;

;

,
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eafily fujfer, it willprefently eat it out
Becaufe Nature hath fo wrought, that it would
only remain in that Body and not hurt it. The name
of nature is a great remedy againft grief as by many
Examples it can be proved. The infant is in the
Womb of the Mother nine Months, and giveth no
grief of Heart unto her; but if a light Wind Ihould
breed there, it
caule a lharp difeafe.
The rough Artery is only a receptacle of Wind;
but if a Crumb Ihould go amifs in it, it caufeth either choaking or a vehement cough which could
not be fo, if Nature had not fo preferibed.
40. Why do fame Men go into a Bath a thirfty and
come out without thirji, and fome contrariwije go in
not a thirji and come out a thirji
Such as are dry do wax moift in the Bath, and
quench their third, for this cometh of drynefs, but
thofe which are moift, and not thirfty, if they ftay
long in hot Air, are a third, becaufe their moifture
is diflblved and fpent with fweat.
41, Why do fame belch unjavourily after the eating
ef a Radijh, andfame not
They whofe ftomach and belly dothnot abound in
naughty and fuperfluousHumours,tending toflegm,
they have a fvveet breath but they whole ftomach
doth abound, have no unfavory b.eath. A Radifh
is hot, and doth cut and attenuate the grofthefs of
Humaurs,which it doth call out by belching; fodirt
which is not birred, doth not favour at all: but it it
be Itirred, it yielded a ftrong ftench. Thole which
think thataßadifu is of a ftm-ing quality, of itlelf,
becaufe itdoth ftiuk out of thfebodyif it be longkept
without doubt are deceived for all Men which eat
of them, would have unlavorybreaths if it were fo.
42. Why in every great Cold doth the Fingers and
fuptrfetal parts of the boat wax black and decay
Becaufe ext ream cold doth drive in the naturalheat
into the body, and fqjhe outward part of the body
?
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doth firft grow wan, then black, and almoft like a
Corpfe. They fail and decay becaufe that Nature
being intent en the other parts ofthe body,doth join
unto itfelf that which is hot,and doth driveawayand
call out that which is decay'd and naught. The fuperficial parts are alter’d, becaufe they be not very
fleihy, nor very hot; for in Trees, thofe Leaves fall
fooneft in the Winter which are leak hot in Nature,
and therefore are weaker and thinner. Thofe which
fay that the natural heat doth prefently,in the beginning, flee from the cold, as it were from an Adverfary, into the internal parts of the body, and then
gather itfelf again, and ftrengthen itfelf, and as it
were with a Supply, help thofe parts which are alter’d, and either becaufe it was on a fudden, or becaufe great llore of heat doth run back again, and
fo burn the utmoft parts of the body, becaufe that
flaying, there is much of it gathered together. Thofe
I fay, without d»ubt, do thing amifswhich fay this.
43. Why are.fuch ingreatpain which beingverycold,
do heat theirfingers ends, or utter mojiparts of the body?
Becaufe ofthefudden change ofqualky,much cold
doth change into much heat. Whatever is done,doth
bring grief to nature,and whatfoever fuddenly agreeingunto nature,doth delight nature,for man’s nature
dothconflfl much in the manner of this Difpofition.
44. Why do fuch as eat Pepper, or great Morfcls
of Bread, yex
There is a proportion in them with, thofe things
.which do outwardly overcharge us, or caufe us to
have pain. Pepper and Choler hath a proportion
with Thoms, but Phlegm and Bread with a heavy
I Stone. Such as have a Stomach not full of Superi Unities, nor hot and fenfible, they are quickly bitten.
3 with the fharpnefs of Pepper, they do llir the StoI mach to avoid and call out that which grieveth, and.
8a fo do yex. But fuch as have a cold Stomach and
t| full of.Phlegm, and feed not fo well, they do not
?
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yex fo foon. The like hath happened unto them
which fwallow great goblets of bread, the Stomach
is oppreft with the abundanc and greatnefs of'bread,
and Nature doth not fulfer her parts te be idle, when
fhe feeleth any thing that doth hurt her and therefore Pepper with its biting quality, which hath a
proportion with yellow Choler or Flegm oppreffing
within, do caufe yexing. ,
45- Why do fuch Pains as he in the Nails grievoujly
;

torment us ?

Becaufe that the flnews \yhich are in the Fingers,
with a peculiar kind of fuperfiuitydo breed the nails,
as the Feeth are in the Gums. Therefore when the
fenfible virtues of the flnews goeth to the extreme
parts, and is there gathered together, like Water
flowing into a Valley, without doubt, the greater
the alteration is, the greater the grief is.
4.6 W4?y doth a great deal of bread devouredbdfily\
by not faying for breathing, dri-ve aivtoy the yex
Becaul'e that prefling the Stomach and driving it
into a narrow room, it caufeth the Meat which is
hardened in it to be preft out into the belly; and the
Stomach being difchanged doth flay the ycx.
■ -47 WhydaJHch as ysx, give up yexing when, they
hear of any forroxvful master
Becauie they are tntcmive upon the forrowful
News which is brought, and therefora negledl to
move their Breads: 4nd again, feeing we do then
hold our breath, andlo caute it to grow great in us,
it doth hay the yex.
are mar them
48. fflhj do Pictures, toandthem which
to thcfe nvbr hftand afar
Jhcw their colours plain,arid
off, fhtwfame hol.ow,
feme bending and hanging?
Because the force of feeing is cliff;! ved and if; etched in a long Qilla nee, and therefore wecannotfee exa£lly the Belli of colours, butcio lee the white colours
bending, and thebiackhollow; For white doth fhine
outwardly, and movech itlelf unto chat which is
bright; but black, as being dark inwardly.
?

•

?
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49 Why if cold IFater bean enemy
is not Water a Friend, and good but
?

hurtful?
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yet that is alfet

to

For if fuch a thing is hurtful, the contrary-is pro-

fitable; for contraries cannot work thefame way unto theTame thing: but in tru:h hot, as hot in its own
nature, is not hurtful to the finews, but in that it is

hot and moift. Such as have thc'r finews hurt, the
fine\vs,becaufe they are quick of'feeling,want much
fattening and hanging for they are dry of their own
nature,but the moiftnefs which is contrarydoth molify them,and fiackcn and petrify them. And foit is
plain, that heat itfelfisnot hunfuibynature‘; a- draught
of hot Oil is good, becaufe it hath a binding nature.
50. Why if apple be naught hrcaife they he cold and
tnoifiy is not waterfa toe, being rf the-lame qnalii-:
Becaufe Water i? mote Tuhtile than Apples,’ feoner purged, and' therefore it doth hot hurt lb much
yea, it doth fomfetimes llrengtheu the Body.
SI. What is the reafcn that fame things nsjkich are
sf hard concoflion, and ofvrojs humour, are-more sajily
digefrd, as Beef, than thofe nvhich are of an eafier di~
gejiioh, a?id not of Jo gro/s humour as Fijh
Some attribute this untoCuftom; feme think the
caufe to be in fome fee re t hidden quality of nature:
Meats which are mod digelt’ve than is reqdfite, as
being more matiblc,or burnt and eon fumed through
the great force of heat and thofe Meats which are
not apt to digeft, as being hard to changed, feeing they be not much changed, are only di gelled.
So ftrsw, as being apt to be altered with great fire,
turneth into Afhes presently, but the like is not in
the Oak, which is orderlv burnt.
52. fflhjare fuchas arefeck in pain, pale outnjjardly?
Becauie that Nature as we have laid doth penetrate even unto the Heart, together with the Blood,
and it is the'blood which doth heat the Superficial
parts, and makes them thin and clear.
;

?

;

?
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53 . W hy doth cold winegrow in ./Egypt, which
hot Country r
For the fame Reafon. Again, the Cold doth
flee to the Roots of the Vines, and maketh them
cold for the Vines are more apt to receive altera*
tion than other Trees.
54. Why doth bat water cafl into a well, caufe
|
the water to be cold?
Becaufe the cold which is in the Well doth refill:
the heat, and becaufe it is greater than the heat, it
doth profecute the heat by all means, and doth flow
into the h6t water very much, and fo makes it cold.
55. W hy, when afmall thing dothfly in our Eyes
Jhut -we the other when we pull it out
Becaufe that the Spirit of feeing cannot go out
by the Eye which is fhutj but gathering itfelf tounto the Eye which
gether, goeth with
is open, and doth fill it, making it fwell outward,
and fo that isdfiven out and expell’d that is in them.
56. Why dofuch as are bujfettedfee Fire
Becaufe the Bight being made thin and flendcr by
the blow, doth wax fiery, and fo going into the air,
becomes as it is. The like happens when two flones
or tvVo pieces of Iron are knocked together, for the
Air between them is ratified and made thin, fo becomes fire. The like happens in the Clouds.
57. Why doth not the Jtriking two Stones together
caufe Fire
Becaufe fome df them yield too much, are too
light, and as it were full of holes; for all frriking
of the Air doth make it alike, thin, fo through
its lightnefs it enters every Pore, and doth not always fire. The like in Wood when ftrack.
cB. Why do fuch as itch dejire hot things
Becaufe the Phlegm, through whofe Groflhefs
Cold and Itching doth arife, doth numb the flefh.
eg. Why are they then alfo glad of Baths
a
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Becaufe heat difperfes the Phlegm, and the nails
alfo to diflblve it.
60 ■ Why do the Shoulders often itch much
Becaufe they are colder than the fore-parts, and
therefore have much Phlegm in them which is
the reafon old Men (being cold) are much troubled
with the Itch.
61. Why is ihe coming down a Ladder more eajy
than the going up
Becaufe in Descending the weight of the Body
doth of itfelf tend downward in afcending the
ftrength labours in lifting up the weight of the
body fo a Stone is eafier thrown down than up.
62. Why doChildren cry when they arefrft horn
Becaufe nature and fenfe do as it ware wander in
a ftrange Country, for they come out of a warm
foft body into the Air, perhaps the Light may offend them.
63. Vdhy do Bees Emmets, Flies, &C. die in Oil ?
By reafon their breathing hole is very narrow,
fo Oil flops it, and fo they die.
65. Why will flefh putrify in the Night under tht
?
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?

;

;

?
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full Moon

?

Becaufe then the Air is hot and moift, which furthers putrifadion, whence it comes that if the heat
and moifture befmall,concoclion is wrought; ifgreat
confuming; if heat prevails, then burning. The
M®oa alfo hath four cifpofitions, the middle Teems
to be raoill and in a manner hoc,the full hot and dry,
the wane dry and cold, and when Ihe is without light,
cold and dry, for fhe wanteth then the Sun-beams.
66. Why are fuch.pale as are in pain and grief
Becaufe Nature, remembring that which vexes
her fleeth with the blood to the inward parts, and
fo affe&s the flefh, but it happens lels to thofe
than to fuch as fear.
67. Why are fuch red as are glad}
Becaufe Nature doth meet that which delighteth
'?
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it.be without, as we do cur
Friends or Children the Blood doth follow Nature, which dieth the Flelh red. Palenefs comes of
the contrary.
68. What’s the reafon that in a deadSleep voe often
open our Eyes and fee light
The Force and Spirit being gathered together in
fleeping, and increafed, do ruflt out through the
dark in great abundance and being bright, itfelf
doth fee like unto the like.
69. Why dofuch as are ajhamed cafi dovm their eyes?
Becaufe the Eyes are the Glafs of the Mind for
we fee the affeftions of the Mind by the Eyes, as
grief, anger, ihame; becaufe the Mind cannot bear
vyhat is not worthy of honour, for confcience fake
it caufes the mufcles of the Eyes to tend downwards, as if hiding themfelves.
70. Hoxv comes the Ear to endure all Moijlnefs,
"Water excepted}
The reafon is plain; Water being cold,is prefently
carried to the Organ? of hearing, to which allcold is
hurtful. Again, why before a great Wind are there
as ’twerefoine running Stars or Lighting foretelling
it,efpecialiy in a drya d clear element? Becaufe that
it began to blow before, and yet itappearingnot unto
us, becaufe we iiavegrefs thick bodies of hard Senfes, and therefore blowing the tapper Air, which is
more thin and pure, it doth become fire, and fo we
perceive fomeefits fparkles. When it hath gotten a
greater force, it moveth the groffer Air which is about theEarth, and fo is heard, felt, and perceived.
71. W hy tannot Jome fee very great things afar
ojj\ yet Jec things near tho very [mail
Truly, l think the force and fpirit of feeing is very
thin ard pure,therefore when diftanc’d, ’tis diffolved
and cannot reach the objedt; for it doth hardly fee
things near, became of its thinnefs and purenefs.
There at e fome which difcern very fmall things afar

•of her own accord,«if
;
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off, and old Men too thefe have a thick fight, and
reaches a great dulance, by which it is attenuated,
made thin, and fitted to receive things vilible; and
thus two oppofites are diflblved.
72. Ho~v comes Dogs fofafen when they copulate
By reafon the neck of the Matrix is very narrow,
and the Dog’s Yard doth fwell when in it, and the
Seed cleaving in them thro’ Teir drynefs, ftraitens
their paflage, when m ifture adls the contrary.
73. Why are Dogs mad only in Summer
They are very dry by nature, and chiefly in Summer wherefore when their humidity is heated or
dry’d they are fet on lire and become mad, like to
frantick Men. They foam at the mouth, and that
is dry and venomous-; which is difeovered by their
panting, fiery Ryes, or open mouth, which they do
to take in Air to cool them befuies, their tail becomes crooked, and falls away. The moll dry ones
are moft raging. Some fay, that the Dog-ftar (thro*
its influence) makes ’em grow mad.
74.. Why are thoje lefs grie-ved that become blind of
a Judden than thoje be election
Becaule the former have their mind turn’d another way, but the latter hive theirs wholly upon the
thing which is ont, know what they fuffer, therefore endure the greater torment.
Why do fucb as earn great burthens go Jin gingi
.7
As the r'eafonable So il is delighted with mulick,
and is naturally turn’d for it, it feels the lefs weight.
So in Funerals where Drums, Flutes, i'doc. are ufed,.
the Mind being intent upon the harmony, the spirits full tin lefs grief, wherefore Comedies and Stageplays were invented formerly to divert the Senfts.
the moft part to die
76. Hotv (owes Ethiopians for
that
are blear efd uland
why arethofe
of Agues?
;

?

?

;

;
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cerated r

The Ethiopians are hot and dry, and that little.
Humour which is in them being exhausted, it bap*
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pens the other Elements are difiblvcd; the heat goes
thro’ its abaway for want of food, and cold
fence. Drought reins thro’the confumption of ir.oifture, and for that caufe dead Carcafes are cold and
dry.Wherefore Homer fays, that in dead bodies two
Elements flee away, i. e. the higheft and thinneft,
and two remain; there goes away Fire and Air, the
Water and Earth remain, i. e. drynefs and cold.,
Others are ulcerated in blearnefs of their Eyes, becaufe the blood is full of Choler by the Inflamation, which eat theEyes by its Acidity.
77. How comes dropfeal People always a thirfy
By reafon the moiiture is fait and goes not away,
but putrifies and dries the mouth of the ftomach;
and they havefmall Fevers with it. Befides, by how
much the belly is puft up, by fo much the more the
,rell of the body is dry’d ’tis not naturally nourilbed, fo grows feeble for the Food becoming Water, it increafes the Difeafe.
78. Why do we in the beginning of a Banquet ft
clc/'e, and when we become fatisfitd take more room,
and think ourjelves oppreffed
Becaufe in the beginning all have an appetite to
the Meat, and therefore have an Eye to what is on
the Table, to fall to; but after they are well fatisfied, one bloweth this way, another that, and take
no care at all of what is before tltem; by this
means after Meat we take more room.
79. How comes our Hair to grow grey, wherever
it is except iy the Armpits
By reafon the place is hot, and thick of Arteries,
Sinews and Veins, likewife thin, and therefore always voids the flegmatickExcrements by Swear.
86. Wherefore, if Phlegm be cold , thick and clammy,
and likewihe black C holer cold and thick (but much lefs
than Phngtn) is a quartan Ague longer than a quotidian*.
Eecauie Phlegm, tho’ it is cold, and much .of it,
yet ’tis moift,and moiftnefs is fcon alter’d. Black
?
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Choler is cold and dry, therefore hard to change
Theydeceive therefore with the likenefsof Cold and
abundance of Choler, and hide fome contrary quality. Befldes flegm is more agreeable to Nature than
Melancholy; for w'hen a Man’s health is impaired
thro’ Hunger, Nature turns Phlegm into Nutriture;
fo that when ’tis a bfuotidianAgue, fhe turns all the
profitable Phlegm into Nourishment, and that
which is unprofitable putrifies, ar.dcaufesan Ague.
81. Seeing there arefour Humours which Jbmelimes
putrify, wherefore are there but three Agues only,
:

and not
four

?

Betaufe blood is naturally the nutriment of the
body,and when it doth abound,it caufeth a repletion
only; if it be corrupted, it remains blood no longer;
for being heated, ’tis turn’d into yellowflegm,therefore the other humours abounding, breed difeafes,
efpecially about the ikin, as Ulcers, Cancers, two
kinds of Leprofy, and (when corrupted) Agues.
82 What is the reafon the external parts of the bo~
dies Lo-vers arefometimes cold, fometimes hot
of
Becaule when they conceive any Grief or Dolor
agair.il; their Lover, the natural Heat paSeth away
with the blood into the internal parts of the body,
and fo the outward become cold, confeqnently pale
and languid
but when they perceive their Lover
angry, then the heat with the blood goes to the ikin,.
and caufeth blafhing. For this reafon Painters feign
love to be fometimes fad and quiet, fometimes fleer-ing or laughing a Boy or Chiid, becanfe Luft is
vehement, but lafts not long. The affeclion in
lawful Friends is durable, as Fathers towards their
Children, and U ives towards their Hulbands, but
Love doth not laft and it falls out often among
fuch as are unknown to each other. The other difpofitionand affedtion is ftable or firm and immediately Love is vehement and like a Madman, The
Poets feign Love to be a Firebrand, and to have
?

;

;

;
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Wings, becaufe that the mind of Lovers are in fufpence, 'and they are inconitant as Birds then it is
their Hearts burn with an inceffant and vehement
care of what they love. He holds a Sword in his
right hand, and in the left a Quiver with many Arrows, becaufe in the beginning he fees and defires at
the fame time, and as foon as he defires, the Lover
fends beams of the Eye towards what he loves; and
ihofe beams are like arrows. As air lights a fire, fo
cuftom kindles Love. He is naked becaufe Defire
happens without meat; for no man loves by another
not whom he knows not. And therefore Carvers
fometimes carve kings and gods naked for honours
fake, thereby to fhew they have no hidden Vice
lurking in the;r breaft, hut heir Thoughts are open
and fincere. Love hath Venus for his V other, that is,
Senfuality and Lnji and by the Image of Venus they
feign unlawfulDefine. Love is faid to have been in
love with Erynnis, a Fury of Hell, becaufe many
tu,ve loved wickedly, been enthralled to wicked
Inclinations as 1 have Hewn in my Book of the
Allegories , vvhich I wrote of their feign’d Stories.
83. Why do Jo me die in a FI ague and Jome not
Tin pioceecis of their Diipofinon of Body for
if a Man have a body full of evil Humours, the
Air which is co rupted doth enter into, and corrupt
that little good Humour winch is left in him, and
fo all the humours being compted, he mull reeds
perilh . Bu. if a iVlan have no: many,fuperfluities,
and doth abound vvch good Hutr.burs, he is not at
all, or not much afiefled with the Plague. That
the Difpcfitibn of the body, is thecaufecf effect, it
doth appear by the Example of external .hings.
The Oak is not eafily fubjedt to alteration, nor is it
eafily fe; on fire; Reeds and Rufhes are much more
apt to receive fire, and Straw more than they. But
if you take vet Straw, and green Reeds, and very
dry Oak powdered over with Brimftone, you make
;

;

;

-
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that fit to burn which is not fit. By this Example
you may refolve another Queftion. How comes it to
pal's that Wearinefs doth rather breed a Quotidian
Ague than that which breeds of putrefaction, or
that which is called habitual; for we fay. that this
proceeds from the Difpofition of the Body, for he
had not any fuperfluous natural fpirits or humours.
All things which are found and folid, are dry; and
the caufe is the fame, why the heat of the Sun doth
provoke fleep in feme, and in tome others not; for
he in whom there is much Phlegm, which being
difperfed, doth moiften the Head, and then he is in
afleep, but fuch as have dry Heads, are kept more
awake, becaufe they are made more dry.
84. Why doth Sun make a Man black, and make
Dirt --white and snake voaxfoft, and Dirt bard?
By reafon of the difpoficion of the fubftance that
Humours, Phlegm excepted, when
doth fuffer.
they are heated above meufure, do feem hlac« about
the Skin, but dirt being full either of Salt petre or
fait Liquor, when the Sun hath confamed its dregs
and filth, doth become white again, when the San
hath drawn and ilirred up the humidity of the wax,
it is foftened but in Dirt the Sun doth confume
the humidity which s very much, and fo doth dry
it, and make it hard.
85. Why dp ftch as are fck of the Jaundice go to
fleep k and •ashy is their Excrement white
Breathe chat yellow Choler isfpread overall their
Bodies, as their Eyes and their Skin do ihew for
it doth not flow into the inward parts, as by .>ature
it fliould, and fo. that reafon their Excrements is
not coloured, nor noth provoke them to ftodl with,
its lliarpnefs, which in the Guys it fhould do. And
therefore Phyfick imitating Nature, as all other
Arts do when the Patient is iu Danger, doth help
the part affected.
86. Why have theyfuck a very black Skinfor a time
;

;

?
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which have a continual Ague, after the time of judgwhich the Phyfecians call Crifis
That doth happen through continual yellowCholer, the which being burnt and aduft by the rigour
of the Difeafe, is turned into black Choler. And
fo in that time of judgment being driven and re-,
pulfed by Nature to the Skin, it doth die it. As
alfo the Skin is white in Leprofies that colour is
hardly dilfolved by reafon of the thicknefs.
87. Why doth black Choler, coming into the Paps, or
to the Jhank, work a corrofon, or gnawing, or wafting, and in thoje which are Melancholy, it doth not
work the like althd it fly into their Brain
Becaufe there are many greatVeins in the Paps by
reafon of ingendering of Milk, and therefore ftoreof
that humour doth run thither. And likewife to the
Shank, becaufe it goeth downward; but in theBrain
becaufeitis above, andalfobecaufe ithathvery fmall
Veins,fmall here of Choler doth defeend and which
hath only power and force to prick,and not to gnaw
and eat. Moreover the Brain is cold and moift, where
by it is after a fort contrary to the difpoficion ofblack
choler, whichdoth mortifyit. That therefore whichis
properly calledblack choler doth breed an eating and
gnawing Canker in the Paps; in the Shank a Bile or
bore haid to be cur’d,which of eating is called Nimades. In the Brain it doth breed a mad fierce melancholy but that which is not properly black choler,
but melancholy Humour, caufeth a Swelling only,
which is like a Canker, but doth not gnaw and eat,
anddoth alfo breed aquietandpeaceable melancholy.
88. Why do thojc Veffels, which by the Greeks are
called ßantralia [a kindofVeJfel orDrinkitigglcfswitha
narrowfreight mouth) when they arefilled with water
makea certain neijeproper unto themjelves,and thereupon
have their Names given them, as other feign'd Barnes of
Sound's as in the water, Plotlher, andJuch like P
Becaufe that when inch a Veffel is without water,
ment,

?

;

?

;
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it is filled with Air, which is a molt thin body; And
there when the water is on a fudden pour’d into it,
\vith its heat it doth follow and beat out the Air,
which is thin,and excludes it utterly; for they cannot
both ftay in theGla.s or Veftel till it be full. For the
Philofopher doth Ihew that two bodies cannot at one
time polfefs and ocupy the fame place. And thereforewhen the air is on a fudden thruftupwardschrough
ftraits,a found or noife is made of neceffity,and that
not one but many, for then it is, as it were, affixt
betwixt both, for the water doth prefs down the Air,
and the Air lifteth up the watet; and altho’ that be
done fucceflively, yet there is oftentimes a noife.
89. What is the reafon that when we put ourFinger
cn the Mouth of a watering-pot, the water will not
run out of the bottom, and the Finger being taken away
it runneth prcjently P
Becaufe that when the Finger is taken awayfrom
the mouth of the Pot, the air entring in, doth chruft
down the water, which of its own Nature doth go
downward, and fo goeth out at the bottom. And
this is the reafon-of all Mechanical Engines and Inftruments made by Air and Water, as Clocks and
Hour Glaftbs made by Water.
(jo. Why doth wine and water given out of feafon
to the feck rf an A'gue caufe a good difeemperance of
the Bain for t,:eje two are contrary for the water
is cold, and the wine is hot P
1 fay then, that the Wine being apt to afcend,
doth burn the Brain at the fame time chat it is diItutbcd ana diftempered with the Ague. And we
fee aifb many which ate in health,if they ufe much
Wine, to be Icarce well in their Wits. But Water
doth Hop the palfages of the Body, by which the
Spirits (which are the Inftruments of the Soul) are
diifolved, and fo caufe them to become thick and
grofs, and more corrupt and putrified, which breeds
the Ague. And oftentimes Water being overcome
,

,

;

,
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by the Ague, becomethits nourifiiment; as we fee
SmithsForge. where a little Water doth kindle
the Fire, and make it burn more.
9 1. Why ha ve women and children, and gelded
Men jhrill and loud Voices
Becaufe that through the abundance of humidity
their Artery is not ftretch'd wide and therefore as
a final! Flute or Pipe givech a frnall {lender found,
foof the artery in them that is Freight and narrow;
for it is the property of Heat to make wide and
loofen, but Women and Eunuchs are cold.
gz. Why are Children Jirickcn with a Planet in
in a

?

;

Summer time

?

They are lick of a weak and lingering Ague, and
their Eyes jink hollow in their Head, and they become weak and feeble, and lleep very little and
fome of them have a Flux, becaufe Children are
tender, and do eafily fuffer, and have great (tore
of flegm in the head, as vve have faid And therefore the flegm being over much heated with great
Keats, and aifo putrified, doth inflame the Ague,
whereupon the Griffles of the Stain are fet on fire
and therefore they fleep little and that Fire defcending by the Arteries of the Heart, and felting
on F:re the lively Spirits, doth kindle an Ague
without putrefaflion. Ana feeing that muchcholet
arifes of an ague, wheh by it falleth out, that the
chcler gnawing and eating the Belly. It is plain,
that the Caufe of that Alteration is in the Brain,
becaufe that cooling Medicines are applied unio
the Head, and finch as are good to quench that
Fire. And fome of ripe years are fick of the
fame Dijeafe, that is, fuch as have flegm and
choler heaped up in their Head, which doth putrify
by toe very breathing thereof, and, after a manner,,
by the fiery Air the Spirits are fet on fire.
g3. IVhy are, nunc/ Ulcers tear cl to be cured r
ikcaaie they are bred of a lharp Colour, which
;

:

;
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it doth run

cats and gnaws, and becaufe
dropping
and gnawin? it ir.akfes.a round Ulcer, for which
reafon it requires drying Medicines, as Phyficians
aflert. Natural Philofophers fay, it com2s to pais
becau e there is the beginning wherethe miichievous
Tmpoflhume doth begin for in a circle there is neither beginning nor end. When they are burned by
the Phyficians they affume another kind of Shhpe.
94.. Why is honey faucet to all Men, ancLyet feemeth
litter to fuch as have the Jaundice
Becaufe they have much bitter Choler all over
their bodies, hut abounds with the tongue, whence
it happens when they eat honey the Humours are
ftirred, and the Tafte itfelf, when it hath found the
bitternefs of Choler, caufes an Imagination that
the Honey is bitter.
95. Why have very angry Men fiery Eyes
Becaufe the Blood about the Heart is fervent,
and the Spirit hot, and fo (being very fubtile and
pure) are carried upward and bv the Eyes (which
are clear) they fhine, and have bloody Vapours
that afcend with them, which makes the Face
red, which Homer not being ignorant of, fays.
And his E\es were like a burning fame.
96. Why do'h water caji upon ferpents caufe them
;

?

?

;

to

fee

?

Becaufe they are cold and'dry bv nature, having
but little Blood, and therefore flee, from exceffive
coldnefs. And that they be of this quality is plain,
becaufe they feek for dens and fecret places in the
Earth, as being warm
at Sun fet fhun the Air,
as being cold. And again in Summer, becaufe the
Bowels of the Earth are cold, they find out the
warmeft places.
97. Why doth an Egg break if it be roofed, and
not if boiled?
The reafon is, when molfture comes near the fire
it heats too much, and lb breeds much wind, which
;
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being pent up in little room, forceth its way out,
and fo breaks the fhell.
The like happens in Tubs, or earthen Veflels,
when new Wine is put in ’em. And too much flegm
breaks the Shell of an Egg in roafting; the which
doth happen in earthen pots too much heated
wherefore the common People wet an Egg when
they intend to roaft it. Hot Water through its
foftnefs, doth feperate the humidity by little and
little, and fo dilfolves it through the thinnefs and
palTages that are in the Shells.
98. Why do Men in the ad of carnal Copulation
in a manner wink andfind a like alteration in all the
other Se?i/es
Becaufe they being overcome with the effeft of
thatPleafure, do comprehend it the better winking
as it were with their Eyes. They are not lifted,
nor do carry the wind abroad into the Air with the
Senfes, whereby they would lefs difcern thofe corporal Affeftions.
99. Why have fame Medicine.s of one kind contrary
force, as Experience doth teach, Mafiich doth expel, dijfolve, and alfo knit Vinegar both cools and heals
Becaufe they are fome fmall invifible bodies of
them, not by confufion, but by interpolation; as
Sand moiftned doth clog together and feem to be but
one body, tho’ indeed there are many fmall bodies
in Sand. Since this is lb, ’tis not abfurd that contrary qualities and virtues Ihould be hidden in Mallich,
and Nature hath given the Law to thefe bodies.
I 00. Why do our privities /well when we hurt one
of our Toes?
Nature warding for thofe things which belong to
the body haftes to affift the part grieved; and. becaafe
ilie hath the molt profitable and nourilhing of all the
humours, tis requifite when Hie doth defcend to the
Toe with the blood, that thofe veins be filled which,
are about the privy Members, called Adnes of the
;

,

,

?

?
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Greeks, which

are little round kernels. Therefore
immoderate conflipation doth caufe inflammation
and {landing up, and that privy-member is called /«guen, borrowing its denomination, of the place itfelf.
101. Why hath not Nature given Birds a Bladder
or a receptacle for Urine
Becaufe they did want much moifture to give the
matter for feathers to grow, and that they confume
with the exercife of flying; neither do they pifs at
all; and when they drink, they void very moift
Dung.
JO2. Why have Children Gravel breeding in their
Bladder, and old Men in their Kidneys and Reins of
the Kidneys
Becaufe Children have freight paffages in the
Kidneys, and an earthy thick humour is thruft with
violence by the urine from the fafhion of the Moon,
even to the bladder, which hath wide conduits or
paffages that give room for the urine and humour,
whereof gravel is ingendered to wax thick and feat
itfelf, as the cuftom of it is. In old Men it is the
reverfe, or they have wide paffages of the Reins,
Back, and Kidneys, that the Urine may pafs away,
and the earthy humour congeal and fink down
the colour of the Gravel fhews the humour whereof the Stone comes.
103. Why if the Stone do congeal and wax hard
thro heat (Children are hot, and by the fame reafon
'tis done in old Men for there is not Jo much cold to be
granted as there is in Ice or Snow, thro which ext ream
cold the Kidneys wouldper;ftp) yet we ufe not contrary
things to dijjolve coldnfs, but light things, as Parjley,
Fennel, andfuch like
They fay then it falleth out that by exuftion and
fcorching, the Slones do crumble into Sand, as in
earthen Veffels, which when they were over heated
or roafted, they become Sand. And by this means
it happens that ftr.all Stones are voided together
,

?

?
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with fand in making water. Sometimes cold drinks
thruft cut the Stone, the Kidnevs being flretched,
and calling it out by a greater lafk, and eafing the
belly of its burden. Befides it often happens that
an immoderate Heat of the Kidneys or Reins of
the back (through which the Stone doth grow) is
quenched with coldnefs.
■ 104- Why is the curing an Ulcer or Bile in the kidneys or Bladder =vcry hard
Becaufe the Urine being Tharp, doth exulcerate
the wound, which good and fit Medicaments cover
and fkin. Ulcers are harder to cu-e in the Bladder
than in the Kidneys, becaufe Urine flays in the
former, but runs away from the latter.
I eg Why s the reafon that in bathing Veffels the
hot water, when it is firred, feints'the hotter to us,
?

:

almoji burning ovr Bodies
,/

?

o

Becaufe when we enter thofe forts of Baths the

Water itfelf doth fufFer; that is, when the Water
heats our bodies, it is made colder by us. We have
learnt, that whatever works in Generation of corruption, the Tame (without all doubt) doth fufFer
The Water then being in feme fort cooled, doth
not heat alike, and we being accuflomed to it, do
not feel the heat as we did in the Beginning, becaufe it is diminifhed. If byftirring the Water
more heat is added, which neither hath yet wrought
nor fufFercd any thing of the body which is in it,
that will feem very hot and folding, in regard
that it fufFers by fomeching, and fo by degrees
lofes its heat, as the firft did.
106. He~iv is it if n.vhatfcs'ver he moved is the better
place, yet when the air is
for it,efpecially in a hot air and(older
to us, andefpedally
heatenandfirred, it doth feem
inSummer , when the heat ofthe Sun is tnsft •violent?
This Teems a contradiftion fo the other, for hot
water did Teem hotter to us by moving,and here the
hot Air Teem colder out by moving. Therefore it
:
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is a common thing for what is moiit and principal
in any thing, either in quantity or quality, it over
comes and changes that which is left* and weaker;
and that which is ftrong doth fomewhat fuffer aga:n in doing. Wherefore the hot Water, when it
is very hot, flicking to the hot body, cools, and
does not retain'the fame Quality. The Air then
which dothcom.pafs us about being hot in Summer,
like the Water compaffing our bodies, is fomewhat
heated by us, who are hot through the fealon, it
heats us‘as linneil garments do, the which be\n£firft
cold, and then by our bodies made hot, heat as again When we do then itir the Air, that air which
was before heated by us is driven away, and another not yet heated fucceeds, and feems cold to us.
. i 07. Why do tho/e Sores which breed in the ball of
theEye feem white when they have le/s growing and are
cold,andothers do notjeemfuch as grow out of the hall?
Becaufe through the ball of the Eye the light proceeded!, the which is bright and clear; therefore in
the white pfthejiye, when the wound ddth make
thick that part of the covering which, is like a horn
the fpiritof the light cannot iiTue out,hence it comes
topafs (much of it being got together) It makes the
Wound,light. and clear, Shewing it white and becaufe of the thicknefs of the light the Spirit can’t
go out, ic caufes blindnefs.
108. Why do Qhajfand Straw keep Water hit and
S/iow cold, which are feemitigiy contranlies
Becaul'e the nature ofChair waives a manifeftquality, and is laid of feme to be without qual ty, feeing
therefore that (of their own nature they can eaiily
be mingled, and confirmed with that which they are
annexed unto, they eafiiy alfo take the fame nature
unto them; and therefore being put unto hot things,
they are eahly hot; and to heat again, and keep hoc;
and contrary being made cold of the Snow, and
making thp Snow cold, do keep in its coldnefs. So
;

;

,
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Wax and Oil will eafily be confumed, and made
one with another thing,and are alio withoutquality,
and do help the quality of that which is mingled
with them, as being made one with them.
109. Why do the Stars and Heaven Jeem clearejl in
the bright Winter times
Becaufe the Air, either which do compafs us or
that which is higheft,is made thin, and purged with
Winds and Showers of Rain, and by that means
our Sight doth fee both further and clearer. The
like is manifefty feen in running Rivers for fuch
things as are in them are far better feen than in the
thick handing Puddle-water, where either nothing
is feen or elfe confufedly.
110,Wby have nueoftentimes apain in makingvuatert
Becaufe that fharp Choler ifluing out, and pricking the Bladder of Urine, doth provoke andftir up
the whole body to eafe the part offended, and to
expel the humour mocierarely. This doth happen
moll of all unto Children, becaufe they have moft
Excrements, by reafon their often filling.
ill. Wherefore are Griefs greater in the Night
than by Day
Becaufe the Mind being then idle and at reft with
itfelf, is neither bulled with the Sight nor Hearing,
nor occupied with any other Senfe.and doth nothing
at all, nor urged to any external Adion, and thereupon is much more touched with the feeling of any
Trouble or Grief. It is very plain that the Mind
doth ids feel the grief or the body when it is drawn
abroad by external 'A ork,leeing that in ficknefs and
other lute accidents, the company of familiarity of
friends ana communication, and tales telling, db
gnefs more light and tomake their troubles
lerable. Men have marked, that Nature doth leaft
Work by day, in digelting of meats, in altering of
humours, in making of blood, in growng, and luch
like
btu the mind is then moll occupied
?

;

?
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*n hi* Actions, as in the five Senfes, the motions of
the parts of the body, the Imagination in Thought,
in Memory and contrary in the night when nature
worketh moft, and mind leaft.
;

Why arenot Children , efpeciaUylnJ'ants fo eafly
out of"Joint as Men
By reafon of their foftnefs, and yielding to the
Earth, they do diflblve its hardnefs, that it can work
no further: Men therefore having a hard body, becaufe they do relift the hardnefs of the Earth or
Stone, they do increafe the vehemency of the Blow,
and force the ftones to work againft themfelves, as
being hard themfelves. And for the fame reafon 3
Sponge yielding, is not broken; but glafs, an earthen Pot, or any fuch other hard Body is broken
with a fall. And by this alfo we learn why a vehement Blaft of Wind doth overthrow an Oak, and
not a Reed, becaufe that the Oak being hard, and
ftrong and great, doth refift the wind, and fo makes
its force more ftrong; but the Reed being light,
and foft and fmall, yielding hither and th'ther to the
Wind, doth break its force. So a Wreftler ftriving
againft his Companien, doth increafe his force, in
yielding fometimes and bowing with him, doth
fooner break his vehemency.
113. Why do Infants hearing their Nur/es Jing
ceafi their crying, andfieep prtfently after?
BccAufe that the fubftance of Mufick as being a
Science (and all ocher Arts) are ingrafeed naturally
in the Mind, as heat is in the Fire. Plato doth fay.
Our Minds do remember Sciences, and not learn
them. Ami therefore the Mind hearing fuch Song
in that he doth remember, cauferh the Infant to be
quiet; and in that he taketh Pleafure, it doth draw
on deep. For net being infedled with the Company or the Body, he perceives thofe Sciences
very
plainly and being fomewhac drowned in the Body,
falleth into fome oblivion of them.
112.

Jhaken and put

?

,
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114. Why do Nurfes rock and move their Children
when they would draw them to fieep
To the end that the Humours being fcattered by
moving, may move the Brains; but thofe of more
Years cann ;t endure this.
115. Why do Jome Drunkards fee double
Becaufe themuicles o> the fight being more or lefs£
fill’d, and by the felf lame means weak and
do draw and wrell one Eye upwa.d, and the other
downward, and bythat means thebeams do not look
that way at once, but towards divers places and bodies; and therefore each of the eyes'Ufing a private
office and duty of fteing, doth caufe a double fight.
116. Why are Boys apt to change their Votces about
I
fourteen Years of Age
Becauie that tnen Nature doth caufe a great and
fudden change of A get Experience proveth this to
be true, for at that time we may fee that Womens
Paps do grow great, to hold and gather Milk, and
alio thofe places that are about the Hips, in which
the young Fruit ihould remain. Likewife Mens
Breads and Shoulders, which then bear great and
heavy burthens. Alfo their Stones in which their
Seed may increaic and abide, and his privy Member, to let out the Seed witheafe. Further, all the
Whole Body is made bigger and dilated, as the Alteration and Change of every part doth teffify, and
the harlhnefs of the Voice and Hoarfenefs; for the,:
rough artery or Windpipe being madewide in the
beginning,and the exterior and outward part with-l
in unequal to the Throat, the Air going out at the
rough unequal and uneven pipe, doth become unequal and iharp, and after a ihort hoarfe, like unto
the voice of aGoat>wntreiore i t
The fame doth happen to them into vvhofe rougfil
Artery and Diitillacion doch.flow: It happens by
reai'on of the drooping humidity that a light fmall
S&m filled unequally caufes the uneven going fo.th
?

?

?
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of the Spirit and Air. Underhand that the Windpipe of Goats is fuch, by reafon of the abundance
of humidity. The like doth happen unto all fuch
as Nature hath given a rough Artery, as unto
Cranes. After the year of fourteen they leave off
that Voice, becaufe the Arwry is made wider, and
reacheth his natural evennefs and quality’.
117. Why dothOil being drank caufe one to •vomit r
and efpecially yellow Choler
Becaufe that feeing it is light and afeendeth up
wards, it provoketh the Nutriment in the Stomacn*
and lifteth it up, and fo the Stomach being griev’d,
fummoneth the ejedive Virtue to vomit, and efpecially Choler, becaufe that is light, and confifteth of
fubcile parts, and therefore it is the fooner carried
upv/ard, for when it is mingled with any moift thing
it runneth into the higheft room.
118. Why doth not Oil mingle with moif things
Becaufe that being pliant, foft, and eonftipate in
itfelf, it cannot be divided into parts, and to cannot be mingled neither if it be put on the Earth,
can it enter into it.
119. Why is Water and Oilfrozen in cold Weathery
and Wine and Vinegar is not
Becaufe that Oil being without all quality, and
fit to be compounded with any thing,is cold quickly,
and foextreamly, that it is mod cold. Water being
cold of nature, doth eafily freeze when it is made
colder than its own nature. Wine being hot, and
of fubtile parts, is not fo foon cold, but Vinegar
being of molt fubtile parts, fuffereth no freezing.
120. Why do contrary things in quality, bring forth
the fame Ejfedls
That which is moift is hardened and bound alike
of heat and of cold. Snow and Liquid doth freeze
with cold, a Flatter, and Gravel in the Bladder, are
made hot with heat. That is fo indeed, but by two
divers Adions. The heat doth confume and eat the
,

?

-

?

;

?

?

146

The PROBLEMS

abundance of moillure; but the Cold (lopping and
Ihutting with its overmuch thicknefs, doth wring
out the filthy Humidity, like as the Sponge wrung
with the Hand doth call out the Water which it
hath in the Pores fmall palfages.
121. Why doth a jhaking or quivering fieize us oftentimes •when any fearful matter doth chance, as a
great Noife or a Crack made, the fuddcn doucnfal of
Water, or a great 'Tree f
Becaufe that oftentimes the Humours being digelled and cpnfumed with time, and made thin and
weak, all the Heat vehemently, fuddenly, and
fharply fleeing into the inward parts of the Body,
confumeth the humours which caufeth the Difeafe.
So Treacle hath its efledl, and many fuch like
which are hot and dry, when they are taken after
Conception.

122, Why do fitch fall •which do turn round if
they be not ufied to do it
Becaufe they do dillurb the animal Spirits which
are in the brain, and tofs them up and down
ther with the Humidities they then be made lefs
apt and lit to receive the fenfible and motive power,
and do not fuffer any Adlion to go to the Mufdes
and Sinews whereby it falleth out, that the weight
of the body, is not being born up and fupported by
the Soul, is thrown on tae Earth and for the fame
caufe they leek darknefs, becaufe the Spirit of feeing is didorbed and troubled, and cannot work
like the other fenfes. But this doth not happen unto
fuch as arc accullorr.ed to turn moderately, and by
little and little cutlom doth breed this; for the Soul
and Nature are not Strangers the one to the other,
but in Time are as it were reconciled for that
which is done by Ht.le and little, and without intermiflion, is hidden from the fame, and after that it
hath often efcaped, falleth not as a ftrange thing to
Nature, who was wont to receive it.
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I 2 3. Why do Steed Glafs Jhineft deaf ly
Becaufe they are lined in the infide with white
lead, whofe nature is fhining. the which being put
to the glafs which is alfo fuming, doth Ihine much
moie; and calling its Beams through the Pafiages
of the Glafs, doth double that which is in the fupervicial parts of the Glafs, and without the Body
of the Glafs, and' by that means the Glafs is very
ihining and clear.
124. Why do tve fee curfelties in Gloffes and char
Water
Becaufe the quality of the Sight palling into the
bright bodies by refieflion; doth return again by the
beam of the Eyes, to the Image of him who looked on it. That qualities do go forth and pafs from
the Face, as it is not abfur’d, they do Ihew which
remain near unto Trees, becaufe they are wont to
look green; for the green quality of green Leaves
palTetb to the Face ol itfelf: Likewife going unto
the running Water, doth make it Ihew green.
125. Why do hard Dens, hollo-tv and high Places,
fend back ths Likenefs and Sound of the Voice
Becaufe that in fuch Places alfo by reflection do
return back the image of a found, for the voice doth
bear the air, and the air the place, which the more
it is beaten, the more it doth bear, acd therefore
doth caufe the npore vehement found of the Voice.:
Moilt Places, and as it were foft, yielding to the
flroke, and diflblving it, give no found again, for
according unto the quality andquantity of the broke
the quality and quantity of the voice is given, which
is called an Eccho. Some do idle fable, that Ihe is a
Goddefs: Some fay that Pan was in love with her
which without doubt is falfe. He was fome wife
Man who did firft delire to fearch out the caufe of
that Voice, and as they which love, and cannot
enjoy theirLove, are grieved, fo in like Manner was
he veryforry until hefoundout the Solution of that
?

?

?
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Caufe As Evdymion alfo, who firft found out the
tcurfe of the Moon watchinga nights and obferving
her courfe, and fearching her Motion, did fiecp in
the Day time,, and therefore they do fable that he
was beloved of her, and that fhe came to him when
he was afleep, becaufe fhe did give to the Philofopher the fohuion of the courfe of herfelf. They <ay
alfo, that he was a Shepherd, becaufe that in the
Defart and high Places he did mark the courfe of
the Moon. And they give him alfo the Pipe, becaufe that the high Places are blown with Winds,
cr clfe becaufe he fought out the confonancy of
Figures. Prometheus alfo being a wife man, fought
the caufe of the Star which is called the Eagle in the
Firmament, his nature and place; and when he was
ns it were, wefted with the defiie of Learning, then
;it the laft he wreiled, when Hercules did reiblve unto
him all Doubts with his Wifdom.
126. What is the reafonthat ifyou cajl a Stone into a /landing neater that is on the utmof parts of the
Earth it make many Circles and not if the Water be
deep in the Earth
Eecaufe that the flone, with the vchemencyof the
Caft, doth purfue and follow the Water from every
pait of it, until the Stone come to tne bottom but
if there be a very great vehemency in the throw,
the circle is the greater, the Stone going down unto
the Earth, caufeth many Circles. For firil of all, it
doth drive the overmoll and fuperficial parts of the
Water into manv parts, and fo going down always
to the bottom, again dividing the Water, it maketh
another Circle, and this done fucceffivcly, until
the Stone refleth, and becaufe the vehemency of the
Stone is flachened llill as it goes down, of neceffity
the lait Circle is Idler than the firft, bccaufe that
with the Stone, and alfo with the body the Water
is divided.
:
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do
think
Why
that
laughterproceeds
fame
from
127.

the Spleen, affirming that it is not like that they laugh
much, ’whole Spleen is corrupted, as they nuhofe
Spleen is found, but Jay that fuch are ’very Jad
Truly, I think that the caufe of Laughter is accidental, and not properly the fpleen .forif it be found
and perfefl it doth draw from the L ver melancholy Humours whereof it proceedeth, that when the
pure blood, without any dregs,doth go both thro’ the
whole body, and alfo in the Brain, it doth delight
both Nature and Mind, and doth make Men merry
like unto Wine, and bring them to a Quietnefs and
Tranquility, and fo that of Laughter is moved.
128. Why do not Males bring forth young ones
Becaufe they proceed of a diverfe kind of Bealls,
and fo then the mixtion of feed differing of quality
and quantity, begetting a certain other thing befides
that which is firft, doth mar and abolifh the Nature
of thofe things which firft were. As the
White and Black, abolilhing the colour of Excrements breedeth another colour which is dark and
dim, which is none at ail of the Extreams. Therefore the ingendering quality is abolished, and the
aptnels of receiving form.
129.' Why fuch as are deaf, by Nature dumb
Becaufe they cannot fpeak and exprefs that which
they never heard, fame Phyficians do fay, that
there'is one knitting find uniting of Sinews belonging to the like difpofiticn. But fuch as are dumb
by an Accidence, are not deaf at all, for then there
arifeth a local Paffion.
13 Why arefame fi'ffafter Meat --which arefafilngi
Becaufe they abound with Choler, and fo do heap
up a lower lharp Humour. I'nerefbre the parts of
the body being nourifhed after Heat, drive away
from them the Choler, of the Hein, and fo that ftiffnefs doth arife, that is, Choler gnavying and biting
thofe parts, and ftirring them up to purfue them.
as
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131. Why do not Swine cry when they are carried
wit to their Snouts downwards ?
Becaufe that above all other Beads, they bend

more than other to the Earth. They delight in fil h,
,and that they feck, and therefore in the fudden
change of their Face they he as it were Strangers,
and being amazed with fo much light, do keep that
Silence, lome fay the Wind pipe doth clofe together
by reafon of the ftraitnefs of it.
132. Why do Swine delight with Dirt
As the Phyficians do fay, they are naturally de- lighted with it, becaufe they have a great Liver, in
which Delire is, asArijiotle faith the wildnefs of his
fnout is the caufe, for he hath fmelling which doth
diffolve itfelf, and as it were drive with ftcnch.
1 3 3 • bVhy doth itching arije when an Ulcer doth wax
whole, and F/rgm ceaje
Becaufe the part which is healed and made found
doth purfue the Relick of the Humours which reroaineth there againft Nature, and which was the
caufe of the Bile, and fo going out through thefkin,
and diffolving itfelf, doth original caufe the itch.
1 34. Why arethofe difeafes and accidents longeji aj:d
moji grie'vous, which do moltji one Eye and not both
For two realons, firit, becaufe a running Fluxion
is heap’d up at one Eye only, for whatfoever is divided into many, is weaker than when entire, and
of a leffer force fecondly, becaufe when the whole
Eye doth make any motion,it often obliges the ailing Eye to move too, and the help for any difeafcd
part confifts in Quietude.
135. How comes a Man to freeze oftener and mare
'vehemently than a Bead
Becaule he ufes more Meats and Drinks, and of
more different Sorts, and that more than is reqmfite
the which when he cannot digeit as he would, he
doth gather together much Air and Spirit, by reafon
of much humidity, the Spirits being then very rub?
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ile, amending into the Head, often forces a Man

:o void it, and To provokes freezing. The Noife
caufed thereby proceeds from a vehement Spirit or
Breath paffing through the conduits of the Noftrils,
as belching does by the ftomach, or farting by the
fundament, the Voice by the Threat, and a found
>y the Ears.
136, How comes the Hair and Nails of dead People
to gra-w
Becaufe the Flefh rotting, withering and falling
away that which was hidden about the root of the
Hair doth now appear, and caufes an imagination
drat the Hair doth grow, fome fay it grows indeed,
becaufe the dead carcafes are diifolvcd in the beginng to many excrements and fuperfluities, by reafon
of the put efa&ion which comes to them. Thefe going out at the uppermolt parts of the bodv by fome
nalfages do increafe the growth of the Hair.
I 37- IVhy have children, as well as grown psrjons,
white Spots in the A aits of their Fingers, rather than
in their Feet
Becaufe they are bred of Flegm, and Children
abound in flegm more chan grown Perfons, as being flefhy, and great eaters. And the Feet by reafon of walking and Motion, diverfe fuperlluines
more than the Hands, and therefore thole fpots do
not appear in the Nails of the Feet.
138. Why don't the Hair of the Feet prsfetuly grout
?

?
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the fame rsafon, becaufe that through great
Motion they difperfe and diiTolve the Superfluous
Fiegm that breed Greynefs. The Hair of the Secrets does grow grey very late, becaufe of the heat
ot that place, and becaufe that in carnal Copulation it does dilFolve the Fiegm alfo.
1 39- Why do many Beajis wag their Tails when
they jee their Friends, and a Lion and a Bull beat
their Sides when they are angry
?
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Becaafe they have the Marrow of their Backs
reaching to the Tail, which hath the Force of motion in it, the Imagination acknowledge that which
is known to them as it were with a Hand (as happens in Men) doth force them to move their Tail.
This doth manifeilly (hew fume fecret Force to be
within them, which doth acknowledge that which
they ought. In the Anger of Lions and Bulls, Nature doth confent to the Mind, and caufeth it to be
greatly moved, as Men do fometimes when they are
angry, beating their Hands on ocher Parts, when
the Mind cannot be revenged on that which doth
hurt, it prefentiy ffteks out fome other Solace, and
cures the Malady with a Stroke or Blow.
14.0. Why ifyou put b(,t burnt Barley upon a Hor/e's
Sore, is the Hair ‘which grows upon the Sore not •■white
but like the other hair
Becaufe it hath the Force of expelling, and doth
wipe away and diffolve the Excrements of Flegra,
as likewise all unprofitable Matter that is gathered
together thro’ the weaknefsof the parts, or crudity
of the Sore.
141. Why doth hair never grow on an ulcer or a
Bile
The reafon is, a Man hath a thick Skin, as is
Teen by the thicknefs of the hair, and fince the fear
is thicker than the Skin itfelf, it hops the paflages
from whence the Hah (hould grow. Horfes have
thinner Skins, as is plain by the thick Hair, therefore all Palfages are not ftopt.in their Wounds and
fores, and after the excrements which were gathered together have broke a paiTage thro’ thofe {'mail
Pores, the Hair,doth grow.
142 . What is the reafon that fuch as are bitten with
a Snake, if they are thirfiy quench it by drinking of
dreacle which is hot and dry
I fav then, it doth ftp: quench thi.Tt folely by its
own quality, but by fume mutual fympathy and
?
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confent, and natural reafon.

It is a kind of Counter-poifon, and a Prefervative too, being compoied
of divers forts of Herbs that have fome kind of agreenient with all the parts of the body, as Di£lamnum, Dittanger or Ginger, hath a proportionable confervativeof the Heart, Agrimony or Liverwort with
the Liver, Stonevuort or Finger fern with the Spleen,
Parfey with the mouih of the Belly, Hlfop with the
Lungs, Elicampane with the Reins of the Back, Rue
with the Neck, Bitterworth with the brain, and Siler
Montanum, with the Bladder. Every one of thefe
drawn as ’twere with the fweetnefs of Honey, doth
draw that which is beft for his fafety, among all of
thefe the blood of fome Vipers is mingled, which
hath a certain natural difaffedlion which we call Antiparium, a contrary of all natural qualities, againfl:
every venomous Bead and corruptible Creature.
Thefe being distributed into every part, they fuffer
nothing to work that effedl which doth threaten corruption, for they do refill like lawful Soldiers, who
have taken Arms for the defence of their country.
143. Why is fortune painted with a doubleForehead
one fide bald, and the other hairy
The baldnefs fignifies adverfity, and hairinefs
profperity, which we enjoy when it pleafes her.
•144. Why have jhne commendedFlattery?
Becaufe Flattery fetteth forth before our Eyes
what we ought to be, tho’ not that we be.
145. W hereforefhould Virtue be palntedgirded
To ihew that virtuous Men Ihould not be flothful but diligent, and always in Aftion.
146. Why did the Ancients fay ’tvuas better to fall
into the Hands of a Raven than a Flatterer
Becaufe Ravens don’t eat us till we be dead, but
Flatterers devour us alive.
147. Why have cholerick Men hcards before others}
Becaufe they are hot, and their Pores large and
wide.
,
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148. How comes it that fuch as have the hickup
do eafe thfmfelves by holding their Breath
?

The Breath retained doth heat the interior parts
of the Body, and the Hickup proceeds from nothing but cold.
149. How comes it that oldMen remember well that
which they have Jeen and done in their Youth, andforget fuch things as they fee nnd do in their Age
Things learnt in youth have taken root and habitude in the Perfon, but thofe learnt in Age are forgotten, becaufe the Senfes are weaken’d in them.
150. W hat kind of Ccvetoufnefs is heft f
That of time, when ’tis employ’d as it ought to be.
131. Why is cur Life compared to a Stage Play
Becaufe the difhpned do occupy the place of the
honed, and the word ibrt the room of the good.
132. Why do Dolphins, when they appear about the
Water, denotefame Storm or Tempeji approaching
Becaufe that at the beginning of the Temped
there do arife from the Bottom of the Sea certain
hot Exhalations and Vapours which heat the Dolphins, caufing ’em to rife up and feek for cold.
153. How comes thing more quiet in the Night than
in the Day
The Motion of the Air, and the coldnefs of the
Night, is the caufe thereof, which colunefs continues and hinders the Motions.
154. How comes the Romans to call Fabius Maximus the Target of the People,, and Marcell us the
Sword
Becaufe the one adapted himfelf to the fervice of
the Common-wealth, and the other was very eager
to revenge the Injuries of his Country and yet they
were ih the Senate joined together, becaufe the
gravity of the one would moderate the courage and
boldnefs of the other.
155“ Why das the flirting of the Mccn hurt the
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Becaufe it moves the Humours of the Brain, and
cannot afterwards refolve them.
156. If "Water doth not nourifi, why do Men
drink it
Water caufes the Nutriment to fpread through
the Body.
157. Why is Sneezing good?.
It purgeth the Brain, as the Milk is purged by
the Cough.
158. What is the Seat of the Affeßion of the Body
Joy dwelhth in the Spleen, Anger in the Gall,
Fear in the Heart, and Lechery in the Liver.
159. Why is hot Water lighter than cold?
Becaufe boiling Water hath lefs ventolity, and is
more light and fubtile, the earthy and heavy fubllance, being fepeiated from it.
16c. How comes Marfh and Pond water emil
By reafon they are flegmatick, and do corrupt
in Summer time, the finefs of Water is turned into
Vapours, and the earthinefs doth remain.
iri 1. Why be Jiudious and learned Men feonefi bald?
It.proceeds from a Weaknefs of the Spirits, or
becaufe want of digellion caufes Fkgm to abound
in them.
162. Why doth too much watching make the Brain
?
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?
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Becaufe it increafes Choler, which dries and

the Body.
comes Steel Gloffes better for the Sight
than others
Steel is hard, and dothprefent unto us morefubftantially the Air that receiveth the Light.
164. How doth Lome/hew its greate/}force, by makeing the fool to become wife or the wife become a fool?
\ In attributing Wifdom to him that hath it not;
for it is harder to build than to pull down, and
ordinary Love and Folly are but an Alteration of
the Mind.
extenuate

>

163. Mow
?

,

156

ThePRO B L E M S,

{sV.

165. How comes 100 mu:h Labour badfor the Sight?
Becaufe it dries the Blood too much.
1.66. Why isGcats milk countedbejl for the Stomach ?
Becaufe it is thick, not fiimy, and they feed upon
bouphi and wood rather than Grafs,
J
67. Wh\ do grief or vexation bring grey Hairs ?
Becaufe it ones, and Age is nothing elfe.
IbS. How comes be the mcjl merry that hath the
ihickeji hicod ?
The Blood which is fat and thick makes the
Spirits firm and conilant, wnerein conulls the force
oi all Crea;tires.
169 InyOur opinion which is bar deft to obtain, the
Love of a perjon or to keep it when obtain d
To keep it, by reafoo of the Inconftancy of Man,
who is quickly angry, and foon weary of a thing
hard to be got, and flippery to keep.
170. Why do Serpents jhun the Herb rue
Becaufe they are cold, dry, and full of Sinews,
but Herb Rue is of a contrary Nature.
17 1. Ho-w tomes a Capon better to eat than a Cock?
The Capon lofes not its moilture, becaufe he
does not tread the Hens, and therefore is better.
17 z. Why do we fmell a thing lefs in the Winter
than in the Summer
Becaufe the Air. is thick, and lefs moveable.
173. How comet hair to burn fo quickly as it does
Becaufe the Hair is dry and cold
174. Why is Love compared to a Labyrinth ?
Becaufe the entry and coming in is eafy, and
the going out impoffible, or very hard.
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