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PREFACE.

OF

the different worms that are
occafionally met with in the
human body, the Tenia is by far the
moil dangerous; not only on account of the fymptoms it excites,
but of the difficulty with which it
is expelled. Phyficians in all ages
have complained of this formidable
enemy, as yielding with certainty to
no known remedy.
The curiofity
of the public has long been excited
with refped to the Morat method of

treatment.

A Swifs

phyhcian of the

name of Herrenfchwand, more than
twenty years ago, acquired no little

celebrity by diftributing a compofition of which he ftiled himfelf the
inventor, and which was probably of

the fame nature as Madame Nouffer’s.
Several very eminent men, as Tronchin, Hovius, Bonnet, Cramer (a)
and others, have written concerning
the effects of this remedy. It feems
that Dr. Herrenfchwand ufed to give
a powder by way of preparation, the
night before he adminiftered his fpe-

Nothing could be faid with
certainty concerning the compofi-

cific.

tion either of one or the other. The
treatment was faid fometimes to produce the moft violent effeds, and to
fa) Biblioth. raifon. Tom. 33,

leave the patients in
ftate. Dr. de Haen

a

valetudinary

diffuaded
by his friends from uling it, becaufe
it difordered the patients too much
It will be readily conceived,
(£).
now that we are acquainted with
Madame Nouffer’s method, that
thefe effects were occalioned wholly
by the purgative bolus. It is not
was

ftrange, that refin of fcammony,or
jalap, combined with mercurius dul-

cis and gamboge, all of them in
ftrong dofes, iliould in many fubje6ls dccaiion the greateft diforders.
Itfeems likely, however, that much of
the fuccefs of the remedy depends on
the ufe of a draftic purge. Some of
the ancients who were acquainted
with the virtues of the fern root obIp) Rat. lyledend. tom. iii,

p.

/j6i.

ferved that its efficacy was increafed
by fcammony. Refmous purges,
efpecially when combined with mercury, have often been given with
fuccefs in cafes of Tenia. Dr. De
Haen faw a worm of this fort five
ells long, expelled by the refin of
jalap alone (c). Dr. Gaubius knew a

who had taken a variety of
antihelmintic remedies without any
effed, tho’ fhe had voided a portion
of Tenia an ell and a half long, previous to the ufe of thefe medicines:
but at length, after taking a purge,
of lingular ftrength, fhe voided the
worm entire.
Many other inflances
of the fame kind are to be met with
in authors.
Other remedies have
occafionally been given with fuccefs.
woman

(V) Rat, Medend. tom. 3. p. 566.

In Sweden, it has been a pra&ice to
drink feveral gallons of cold water,
and then to take fome draftic purge.
Boerhaave fays, that he himfelf faw

Tenia, meafuring three hundred
ells, expelled from a Ruffian by
means of the vitriolum martis [d)>

a

[d] Ipfe Jolo vitriolo martis cum mdlc data ex Rujfo
homme vennem trecentarum ulnarum expuli. Prsele£h
1 fufped an error of
ad Inftitut. tom. vi. p, iBo,*
the prefs here, and that trecentarum (hould be read
tricenarum ; altho’ Baron Haller who published the
edition from which I take this quotation, has not
noticed it amongft the errata. Even thirty ells will
perhaps feem an incredible fize to the reader who is
a ftranger to the Tenia; and yet there are very refpec(ftable authorities to prove its having been fometimes
voided of that length. In the memoirs of the academy
©f fciences at Paris, A. 1709. mention is made of a
Tenia that meafured 165 feet. Dr. Rofen, late firft
phyfician to the king of Sweden, has given an account in the Stocholm memoirs, of a Tenia more
than eighty feet long, (Seeßiblioth. raifon. for j 748.)
Tulpius (Obf. 42. L. 2.) faw fragments of a worm
of this fort, that meafured above twenty ells. Many
Other inflances of the fame kind might be quoted, but
I prefume thefe few will be fulhcient.

All thefe methods, however, have been
too often ineffe&ual.

Many learned writers have imagined that the Tenia is not a Angle
worm, but a chain of lefier worms
oi; afcarides linked together in a
continued feries. The ftruflure of
the Tenia cucurbitina feems to have
given rife to this opinion, and it
is remarkable that this worm has
been confounded with the Tenia
lata, by almoft all the ancient phylicians, and by many of the moderns.
Platerus feems to have been the firft
writer who diftinguilhed them properly. They are indeed very dif-

ferent from each other.
The Tenia cucurbitina probably
derives its nourifliment through its

many little marginal orifices. Wherethe Tenia lata has a common
mouth in its filament or thread; it
feems to have no marginal orifices,
and its longitudinal vein is capable
of being injected. M. Window found
means to fill the whole of this vein
with a coloured liquor, and Dr. De
Haen introduced a very minute filver
tube, as far as hepleafed, into it, in the
human Tenia, without injuring it,
altho’ this could not be done in the
canine Tenia [e). This difference
in the organization of thefe two

as

might be fufpeCted of making
fome difference in their reproductive
worms

power, did not experience prove
them to be both equally capable of
this. Even the earth worm which

(e) Rat. Medend. tom. 3. p. 106.

is of a much more complicated ftructure than either of them, is neverthelefs as eminent for this reproductive faculty as any other reptile.
<c The reproduction of the earth
<c
worm, fays M. Bonnet, is much
xc more furprifing than that of the
<£

“

“

<c
£<

cc
iC

<c
£C

<c
“

<c

<c
Ci
“

fize infi~
nitely greater, and much more

polypus,

as

being of

complicated in its

a

flruClure,

We
find in it a large apparatus of vifIt
cera, vefiels, mufcles, &c.
has blood, and that blood circulates. But above all, it is an hermaphrodite; it unites the organs
proper to both fexes, and thefe

organs, are of the mod exquifite
ftruCture. The earthworm, tho’ in
appearance the loweft of animals,
might exhauft the indufby of the
mod fagacious obferver, who with
the fteadinefs of a philofopher,

cc

{hould confine himfelfto the exami-

u

nation of this one objed alone( f).”

If therefore, Vallifnieri, Goulet,
and many other writers, fuppofed the
Tenia to be made up of a number of
afcarides accidentally linked together to form one long compound
worm, it was becaufe they could
have no idea of the great and wonderful truths, which have been fince
difcovered by M. M. Trembley, Bon-

Spallanzani, Necker and others.
And yet it is remarkable that M.
Andry who publifhed his Traite fur
net,

la Generation des Vers many years
before the properties of Zoophytes
began to be known, has the followThe Tenia or
ing expreflion.
<c
folitary Worm breaks eafily in
<c
coming out of the body; and if,
,

“

(/)

Contemplation de la Nature tom.

i.

p. 257,

u
cc
“

“

<c

after being broken, that end which
has the head of the worm happens
to return in again, this broken
extremity grows and regenerates
again like a plant Of).”

It is an obfervation made by that
ingenious anatomift Mr. John Hunter

(h) that the living principle exifts
in the feveral parts of the body, independent of the influence of the

brain or circulation, and that it fubfifts by thefe, or is indebted to them
for its continuance; and in proportion as animals have lefs of brain and

circulation,

the living power has

Le Tenia, on Ver folitaire, fe rompt aifement en Tenant da corps, et fi, apres s’etre rompu,
I’extremite a laquelle dent la tete, vient a rentier, oette
extremite rompiie croit et repouffe comme une
pi ante.” Tom. i, p. 203.
(A) Natural Hiftory of the Human Teeth.
(g)

“

lefs dependence

on

comes a more active

them, and beprinciple in it>

felf; and in many animals there is
no brain nor circulation, fo that this
power is capable of being continued
equally by all the parts themfelves.
M. Bonnet has remarked, that we can
difcover no marks of circulation, either in the frefh water polypus or the
Tenia (/), and therefore, both thefe
may be confidered as approaching
very nearly, to the nature of plants.
From what we now know of ani-

mal reproductions, it feems probable,
that the Tenia is very often multi-

plied, by being accidentally feparated into two or more portions, while
jt remains

in the body.

With refpect to the following little
(0 Gontemp, de la Nat. tom. ii. p. 70.

work, I flatter myfelf I

doing an
acceptable office to the public, by
putting it forth in an Engliffi drefs
am

:

the authors of it are men of the moft
diftinguiffied learning and abilities,
and the obfervations they have made,
cannot be too generally known,
To the teftimonies

they have col-

lected to prove, that the efficacy of
the fern root in cafes of Tenia, was
all the ancient phyflcians
and to many later writers, I beg leave
known

to

add the following quotation from
The roots
our countryman Gerard.
of the male fern being taken to
the weight of half an ounce, driveth forth long, flat wormes out of
the belly, as Diofcorides writeth,
u being drunke in mede or honied
and more effectually, if
water
c it be given with two fcruples or
to

“

“

“

“

“

“

*

;

third parts of a dram of fcamony or of black hellebore they
u that
will ufe it, faith he, muft
firfi: eate garlicke. The female
feme is of like operation with the
former, as Galen faith.” Hiftorie of Plants, p. 1130.

cc
(C

two

:

“

“

“

Samuel Foart Simmons.
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E Tenia with fhort rings, fometimes diftinguifhed by the name

of the Solitary (a) Worm [b), fojourns in

(a) Commonly known in Englifh by the name of
the Long Tape-Worm.
'

{b] Lumbricus latus Jeu Tania intejiinorum. Plater,
tom. iii. page 810.

Tania, Ver Solitaire, Solium a epine. Andry, Gener.
des Vers. c. iii. art. 2. p. 73.
Tania a anneaux courts.
Etrang. vol. i. p. 47 8.

Bonnet. Mem. des Sav,

the inteftines of man and fome other
claflfes of animals, and feems to derive its
nourifhment from the chyle that is prepared in the fcomach.— Various fymptoms denote its prefence. The patients
complain of interrupted deep, a craving,
and fometimes a general difrelifh for
food; colic, naufea, dizzinefs, itching at
the nofe, vomiting, fluid and whitifh
(tools; fometimes coftivenefs, flight tenlion of the lower-belly, a painful fenfation about the ftomach, which ceafes when
the patient takes nourifhment; fome are
affe&ed with cough, convulfions, fever
preceded by fhivering, and if the diforder

’Tania Vulgaris, Tama lata Linnaei, Syfl, edit.
p. 1323 and 1324.
.

12.

Tania qfculis later allbus geminis. Linnzei, Araoen. Acad.
2. p. 78. tab. i. fig. 2.
Tania prhna Plateri. Le Clerc, Hid. des vers. tab. 5,
fig. 1. —tab. 6. fig. 2. tab. 7. fig. 1. tab. 8, fig.
—

—

l, 2,

4.

Tania Acephala et Tania Capitata. Vogel, de Cog.
et Cur. Corp. hum. Affed. 1772.p.645 and 6460

p.3.

fTvace

m

Wor

.

Taft:

ojv'Q

L

/

/Vafr

is not flopt or mitigated by fuitable remedies, they fall into marafmus.
The Worm {plate i) which occafions
thefe accidents, is long and flat, compofed of many very fhort rings that are
articulated to each other; and has a
kind of vein running through its whole
length, {plate i. a.) which is more orlefs
apparent. —This has occafioned the Germans to give it the name of fiat fpinous
Worm It is not always of the fame complexion, fometimes it appears of a blueifli
or reddifb, and fometimes limply of a
white colour; now and then it manifefts
itfelf only by a fpot, which is to be perceived in the middle of eachrins:: in
fome of thefe Worms this fpot is of a
blackilh colour, in others of a colour more
tending to white; and it riles into a very
fmall prominence on each fide, that is
not ealily apparent however to the naked
eye. The tail (b) or pofterior end has
never been capable of examination hitherto, becaufe the Worm breaks, and the
patients void portions of it occasionally.
;

either naturally or by the means of various
remedies. Its body (c) which is ufually
feveral ells in length and flattened like a
ribband, becomes gradually narrow towards its upper extremity and at length
terminates in a fmall thread like appearance (d) of a foot or more in length. The
point (e) which to the naked eye appears
very minute, when examined by the lens
feems fomewhat bulbous, and when viewed through a microfcope that magnifies
powerfully, is found to be the head of the
Worm, and is terminated by four horns of
unequal length, which are perhaps the
channels through which the animal derives
its nourifliment. The body of the Worm
extends itfelf throughout the whole inteftinal canal, and often reaches even to the
anus. It has been named Solitary Worm{Ver
Solitaire) becaufe there commonly exifls
only one in the fame fubjeft; fometimes
however, two of them are found together;
and fometimes, after the expulfion of the
firft, there regenerates a fecond. It is by
no means eafy to remove this Worm; the
pnrgative vermifuge remedies commonly

ufed in phyfic, bring away portions of it,
which we are always obliged to break,
in order to feparate them from thofe
which remain behind; it feldom happens
that they effe£l a compleat cure.

The reader mull be careful not to
confound, with the Worm we have juft
been defcribing, the Tenia Cucurbitina
(b), which refembles it in many particu(b) Vermis Cucurbitinus Plater, prax. Med. tom.
iii. p. 810.
.

Solium Jans epine, Ver Cucurbitair e Andry,
des
vers, c. iii. art. ii. p. 74.
gener.
Taenia,

.

Taenia, Solium. Linnaei, Syft. Nat. edit.

12.

p

13
Taenia d anneaux longs Bonnet, Mem. des Sav.
Etrang. vol. i. p. 478.
2 3-

.

Vermi Cucurbitini. Vallifnieri, nueve OlTervazioni,
P- 74Taenia ofculis marginalibus Jolitariis.
moen. Acad. 2. p. 74. t. 1. f. 1.
Taenia Jecunda.
A. tab. ii.

Linnasi, A-

Le Clerc, Hifl, des Vers. tab. i;

lars, is equally met with in the inteftines
of animals, and occafions the fame fymptoms. This laft [plate 2.) will be diftinguifhed from the preceding one, by
having neither the appearance of a head,
nor of a longitudinal vein: its rings are
much longer than thofe of the folitary
Worm, and are ftriated through their
whole length, being furnifhed only with
a little lateral prominence.
Thefe rings
are eafily detached from each other, fo
that they appear as fo many diftinQ:
worms, which have each of them life
and motion, independent as it were, of
the reft. Without examining this matter minutely, it will be fufficient to obferve here, that the form of thefe rings
when view’d together varies confiderably.
Thofe of the upper extremity (b) are
much more compleat, fhort, narrow and
thin, than thofe lower down; the rings
gradually becoming longer as they apTcenia Cucurbitina
hum. Affc&. p. 646,

.

Vogel de Cog.

et

Cur. Corp.

Pltea
Z

H.
to

face

ft.

proach the lower end.(c) Thefe rings are in
lhape not unlike the feeds of gourd, and
hence it is often called Gourd Worm (Ver
de Courges) Vermis Cucurbitinus. Like the
other it is feveral ells in length, and is
never voided whole, but by detached
portions which fall of themfelves. The
fymptoms excited by the prefence of this
,

Worm being the fame as thofe that are

produced by the Solitary Worm the infpecfion of the portions that are dilcharged,
,

is the only fure way to afcertain its fpecies.
We may very properly add too, that, fuch
an infpeftion is the only certain proof of
the exiftence of any Worms whatever in
the lick body, becaufe the fymptoms they
excite and which we have related, may
depend on other caufes.

Methods of dehroying and expelling
thefe Worms have been fought for in
all ages.
The works of the ancient
o
phylicians abound with receipts in this
way. Some of thefe are Hill employed
but with little fuccefs, Others are
either wholly forgotten, or by being
differently combined, form the balls of
-

fome of the fecret remedies which have
been extolled for the cure of this difeafe.
Amidft thefe there is one which feerns to
merit a particular attention. Madame
Nouffer, of Morat in the canton of Berne*
who has adminiftered it for twenty years
paft, after the inflru&ions and example of
her hufband, has had fo conftant a fuccefs, that fhe not only drew to her a great
number of patients from Switzerland, but
even from other countries and from the
north of Europe, who went to her in fearch
of a cure by the advice of the molt refpe&able phyficians. The prince Baratinlki, of Ruffia, experienced the utility
of it in October laft, and difcharged, the
day after his arrival at Morat, a Tenia
perfe&ly whole and four ells long. This
Nobleman, fix months after his return to
Paris, perceived that he had a fecond
Worm. Madame Nouffer at his requeff
came from Switzerland to Paris, and gave
him, under the direction of M. de laMotte
his phyfician, a frefh dofe of the fpecific,
which in fifteen hours procured an expuL
fion of another Tenia, as entire as the
firft, and of much greater length* for this

laft meafured eight ells. The fame remedy was afterwards adminiftered to other
perfons with the fame fucccfs, and went
fo far as to mitigate without any difagreeable confequence, in a young perfon of
a very delicate and irritable habit, fome
fymptoms which had led her phyficians
to fufpe6l the exigence of a Solitary
Worm.

.

His majefly having been informed of
the celebrity and efficacy of this remedy, was induced to make the acquifition
of it from Madame Nouffer; we were
therefore dire&ed by M. Turgot, comptroller-general of the finances, and by
M. Trudaine, intendant of the finances,
to examine and verify its effefts, and to
make it public. —In confequence of this
regulation, Madame Nouffer has communicated to us the following account of it,
written by M. Mottet, furgeon at Morat,
to whom, for eight years paft, ffie has confided her method of cure.

An ACCOUNT of the method
employed by Madame Nouffer, in
the adminiflration of her SPECIFIC for the TENIA, and the
Regimen foe requites to be followed
during the Cure.

1% yjTADAME

Nouffer requires of
h £r patients no particular preparation till the day before they are to take
the remedy. That day they are to avoid
all aliment after dinner, till about feven
or eight o’clock at night, when they are
to take the foup No. i; about a quarter
of an hour after this, fbe gives them a
bifcuit and a glafs of white wine, either
pure or mixed with water; fire even
gives water alone, to thofe who have not
been accuftomed to wine. If the patientlias not been to ftool that day, or is naturally coflive, (which is not ufual however
with patients in this way) Madame Nouf-

IVI

fer directs the ufe of the clyfler No.
after which the patient is to go to bed.

2.

Early the next morning, about eight or
nine hours after the fupper of the occafions, evening, the patient takes the fpecific No. 3. in bed, and to avoid the naufea which this medicine fometimes occafions, it will be right for him to chew
lemon or fomething elfe that is agreeable
to him, or he may wadi his mouth with
any thing he likes, but he mull be careful
not to fwallow any thing. He may likewife frnell to vinegar, to check the licknefs; but if, notwithftanding all his efforts, the naufea continues, and he is obliged to throw up the fpecific, it will
be right for him to take a frefli dofe of it,
as foon as the licknefs is gone off, and then
he fbould try to go to deep. About two
hours after this, he mud get up and take
the purging bolus No. 4. at one or two
different times, wadiing it down with
one or two difhes of weak green tea, and
walking afterwards about his chamber.
When the bolus begins to operate, the

patient is defired to take a difb of the
fame tea occahonally, until the Worm is
expelled; then, and not before, Madame
Nouffer gives him broth or foup, and he
is dire&ed to dine as is ufual after taking
phyfic, After dinner he may either lie
down, or walk out, taking care to
du6l himfelf difcreetly, to eat but little
fupper, and to avoid every thing that is
not of eafy digeltion.

The cure is then compleat, but it is not
always effected with the fame quicknefs
in every fubjefL He who has not kept
down the whole bolus, or who is not fufliciently purged by it, ought to take four
hours after it, from two to eight drachms
of Epfom Salt dilfolved in boiling water.
The dofe of this fait may be varied according to the temperament and other
circumflances of the patient.

If the worm fhould not come away in
a bundle, but in the form of a thread
(which particularly happens when the
Worm is involved in much tenacious

mucus), the patient muft continue to fit
upon the clofe-ftool without attempting to
draw it away, drinking at the fame time
warm weak tea: fometimes this alone is
not fufficient, and the patient is obliged to
take another dofe of purging fait, but without varying his pofition till the Worm is

wholly expelled.

unufual for patients who have kept
down both the fpecific and purging dofe,
not to difcharge the Worm before dinner
It is

time. This however fometimes happens
when the dead Worm remains in large
bundles in the inteftines, fo that the foeces
becoming more limpid towards the end
of the purging, pafs by it without drawling it with them. The patient may in
this cafe eat his dinner, and it has been
obferved that the food, joined to the ufe
of a clyfter, has brought about the
pullion of the Worm.
Sometimes the Worm is brought away
by the action of the fpecific alone, before
the patient has taken the purging bolus 5

when this happens, Madame Nouffer gives
only two thirds of it, or fubftitutes the
fait in its head.
Patients mull not be alarmed by any
fenfation of heat or uneafmefs they may
feel during the action of the remedy,
either before or after a copious evacuation,
or juft as they are about to void the
Worm. Thefe fenfations are tranfitory,
and go off of their own accord, or by the
affiftance of the vapour of vinegar drawn
in at the nofe.

They who have vomited both the fpecific and bolus, or who have kept down
only a part of them, fometimes do not
void the Worm that day.
Madame
Nouffer therefore directs them to take
again that night the foup No. i. the
wine and bifeuit, and if circumftances
quire it the clyfter No. 2. if the Worm
does not come away during the night, (he
gives them early the next morning another dofe of the fpeciftc, and two hours,
afterwards, fix drachms or an ounce of

purging fait, repeating the whole procefs
of the preceding day; excepting the bolus,
which fhe fupprelfes.
She obferves, that very hot weather diminifhes in fome degree the adion of her
remedy, fhe therefore prefers the month
of September for adminid ring t; but as
file has not been always able to chufe the
feafon, and has been fometimes obliged
to undertake the care of patients in the
hotted days of dimmer, fhe then o-ave
o
her fpecihc very early in the morning;
and with this precaution fhe faw no difference in its effeds.
.

,

The Solitary Worm is the only one on
which Madame Nouffer’s remedy has any
certain effed altho’ it may be coniidered
as being very ufeful agamd the Tenia
Cucurbitina fhe thinks it right, however,
toobferve that this lad is much more difficult to expel, and that to effed a cure,
the procefs mud be repeated more or lefs
frequently, according to the conditution
of the patient.
;

;

After this declaration, the 23d of June
was fixed on, for making the firft trial
with Madame Nouffer s remedy. That
lady affifted by M. Mottet, adminiftered
in our prefence, according to the procefs
we have defcribed; the foup, the injection, the fpecific and purgative bolus, to
five different fubjefts; giving us notice
however before hand, that only one of
the five, had decifively the Solitary
Worm, and that file propofed only this
perfon for the trial of her remedy.

This patient was M. Vincent, a native of
Neuchatel in Switzerland, who had lived
three years and a half at Paris, with M.
Mottet, a dealer in watches, in the place
Dauphine, he was twenty fix years of
age, of a lively and delicate temperament,
andfomewhat thin. He was often fubje£l
to melancholy colics, diarrhoea accompanied with difrelilh for food, and alternately with coftivenefs and good appetite,
itching at the nofe, together with a painful fenfation about the hollow of the ftomach, which extended to the right and

left

felt like a belt. About five years before,
he had for the firft time, voided at Neufchatel a portion of Tenia about two feet long,
after eating a quantity of grapes; three
years after this, after fuffering colic and
diarrhoea, he voided feveral other portions at Paris. Five or fix months afterwards, having taken a purge, he difcharged two ells more, and after fix
other months he again voided about the
fame length of worm after a fpontaneous
diarrhoea. He was always obliged to
break it, otherwife it continued to hang,
or elfe returned again into the body(c).
By the advice of a celebrated phyfician
at Paris, he had taken every morning
falling, from the Bth of February to the
Bth of May, a deco6lion prepared by
(c) It was from this laft fign and from what the
patient eafily recollected when he was fhewn feveral
fiat worms, that Madame Nouffer propofed him as
the only one of the five who had certainly the true

Xenia

,

boiling

two ounces of the roots of the

male fern, and a pugil of liquorice wood,
in two pints of water till reduced to one;
and at intervals he took 12 grains of the
pilulae Bontii.
The infufficiency of thefe remedies had
determined him to go to Morat, when he
learnt that Mrs. Nouffer was at Paris.
He therefore took on the 226. of June the
foup No. 1. then the injection No. 2, as
did the four other fubjetis, and the next
morning at fix o’clock the fpecific No. 3,
and at half pad eight the bolus No. 4.
About an hour after he had taken the
bolus he had a Pool; in the fecond, which
was twenty minutes afterwards, that is
at fifty minutes after nine, the Tenia
itfelf appeared, and at a quarter after ten
o’clock was completely voided. This
Worm which ferved as a model for the
annexed drawing (Plate 1.) was about
three ells long; its body had towards
its large end, along the longitudinal vein
or canal, at different intervals, feveral

white tubercles (I. Plate 1.) about as large
as linfeed, together with feveral holes
nearly fquare, (K. Plate 1.) which penetrated quite through it. It was very broad
and thick,beingnearly five tenths of an inch
wide in its middle part, and one thirtieth
part of an inch thick. At the other end,
the body was lengthened out into a thin
neck or thread, extending about twenty
inches, and conftantly tapering till at
length its diameter did not exceed that of
M. Vincent
a common fewing thread.
(tools
two
other
had
after voiding this
faw
fome
him
days afterwards
w orm; we
in good health, and very well fatisfied with
his cure.
T

fay a few words of the other
four patients, although they were (hewn
to us by Madame Nouffer, the fecond
and the third as having the Taenia Cucurbitina, and the fourth and fifth as being
only fufpe&ed of having worms.
We will

Second Patient.

Mr. Olivau of Bourdeaux, had often
voided for feveral years pad, the ends
of the Tcenia Cucurbitina about the end
of March, Madame Nouffers remedy had
procured the expulfionof another portion
about fix ells long, in a bundle. He
voided another ell the day he was treated
under our infpeftion.
;

Third Patient.
Madame Dumont of Metz in Lorraine
had voided for fix years paft, fometimes
ascarides, but more frequently, portions
of the Tania Cucurbitina of different
lengths, which fell of themfelves and alive.
The day we faw her treated fhe voided
another portion, together with fome afearides.
Fourth Patient.

Madame Charles of Marcouffi, fix
leagues from Paris, had voided about

three years before, feveral ends of a
worm of the fame kind, and about the
end of May, a round worm. She had
taken feveral medicines—the voided no
worm of any fort by this treatment.
Fifth Patient.

The Sieur Daniel, goldfmith in the
rile de la Huchette, had never voided
any kind of worms, but he was led to
fufpect the exiHence of a folitary Worm,
from the fyrnptoms he felt in his (lomach
and belly, and from the great quantity
of whitifh and yellowifh flime he voided
with his (tools, and which he confidered
as corrupted and diffolved worms. He
voided much of this vifcid (lime on the
23d of June, but no worms.
It will not be amifs to remark

ill. That Madame Nouffer gave to the
third and fourth of thefe patients only
three quarters of the purgative bolus
No. 4, which fhe had prepared at home,
and then brought to the houfe in which

the patients were alfembled.
She in(lie
formed us that
had diminifhed the
dofe on account of the delicacy of thefe
two

fubjects.

2dly. That not one of thefe live patients
was more incommoded by their evacuations, than would have been expe&ed
after taking a moderate purge and they
were neither griped nor uneafy.
;

gdly. That they all felt, about a quarter
of an hour after they had taken the bolus,
and the third patient a little before he
took it, a fenfation as if fomething heavy
was defcending from the llomach to the
lower belly. The firlt patient felt this
fenfation in fo remarkable a manner, that
he judged by the eafe he felt foon afterwards in his ftomach, and by the weight
and embaralfment that took place in his
lower belly, that his worm had quitted
its former relidence and was defcended.

4thly. That all thefe patients, after taking the foupe No. i, the night before, in

in which they were affembled,
their refpeclive homes to fleep,
and there receive the injeftion No. 2,
except the third patient who took one of
pure water, and afterwards a fecond of
oil and water. They all returned to the
houfe the next morning where they took
at the fame hour the fpecific No. 3, and
the bolus No. 4 without being in bed,
nor did they lie down the whole day,
except the third patient who repofed herfelf on a bed occafionally, but without
taking off her clothes. This patient expected the catamenia, which appeared
the fame day.
a houfe
went to

a

sthly. That all thefe patients dined with
good appetite about one o’clock, had

one or two little evacuations after dinner,
but the next morning found themfelves
as ufual.

This firfl: trial having proved that the
remedy was an efficacious one and in no
way dangerous, we judged it right to re-

peat, ourfelves, the, fame experiments on

other fubjefts; to enable us to do this,
Madame Nouffer gave us the following
receipts, written by the fame M. Mottet,

No.
“

Take

a

i.

The foup.

pint and a half of water, two

or three ounces of good frelh butter, and
two ounces of bread cut in thin llices,
add to this, fait enough to feafon it, and
then boil it over the fire to the confifb
cnce,*of Pannada.”

No

2.

The Clyfier*.

Take a fmall quantity of the leaves
of mallows and boil them in a fufficient
quantity of water, mixing with it a little
fait, and when drained off, add two ounces
ot olive oil.”
“

ZS.

p.

/ace

to

Fern.

Mjle

No. 3. The Specific.
Take two or three drams of the root
of the male fern, gathered in autumn,
and reduced to a very fine powder, in
four or fix ounces of water diftilled
from fern or the flowers of the line
tree [d). It will be right lor the patient
to drink two or three times of the fame
water, rincing his glafs with it, fo that
none of the powder may remain cither in
the glafs or his mouth.
“

5’

The male fern prefcribed by Madame
Noufier is the filix non ramofa dentata.
C. B. Pin. 358. Tourn. Inft. 536. Polypodium filix mas. Linmei, Sp. pi. 1551.
Its root [PL 111. A.) is creeping, horizon-

[dj Neither fern water nor line flower water are
abfolutely neccffary, and common water may therefore be fubftitnted lor them. Madame Nouffer ufed
common water on the 23d of June not having any
of the others at hand, and fbe did not look upon
this as an eflential difference.

tal, compaft, loaded with a great number
of appendages (b), placed very dole to
each other, and in a vertical direction.
Thefe appendages which are the remains
of former Hems (c), are of the fize of
the little finger, of a blackifh colour
without, and withinhde of a yellowifii
complexion they are furrounded at their
bafis by many membranous fcales (nj and
are furnilhed underneath with a tuft of
hairy roots (e) from one end of the principal root, arife feveral ftalks (f) which
without ramifying, fupport oppofite rows
(g) of oblong, pinnated leaves (h) thefe
leaves or pinnae are longed about the
middle of the fialk (i) and become fhorter
as they approach the fummit (k). The
lelfer leaves or pinnuloz (l) are obtufe and
dentated, and their under furface is loaded in the time of flowering with feveral
little, round, yellowifii pacquets (m), regularly difpofed: the membrane which
covers each of thefe, difcovers as its
fides open, a collection of antherac which
are at firft yellow, and afterwards of
a blackifh colour when they have thrown
;

;

;

off their feminal daft.
Thefe are the
only parts of fructification that are known
in this plant, as is the cafe with all thofe
of the fame genus, the female organs of
which have not yet been difcovered.

The large root (n) is to be referved
for ufe, together with its appendages;
taking care to cut off the two ends, one
of which (o) is too old and fpongy the
other (p), too new and green. The part
to be preferved ought to be firm and
compaCt, black without, whitifh within
it is to be carefully dried and powdered
whenever it is to be employed.
;

:

The female fern, filix ramofa major,
pinnulis oht-ufis non dentatis C, B. Pin. 357,
Tournefort. Inft. 53 6. Pteris aquilina,
Linnsei, Spec. 1533, poffeffes nearly the
fame properties as the male, according to
many phyficians. It is eafiJy to be diftinguifhed by its fimple root free from
appendages by its branching ftcms; and
by its pinnae being entire, curling back
on the inferior furface, and thus cover;

ing the antherae which are difpofed along
the edge.
No. 4. The purgative Bolus.
Take of the panacea of mercuryfourteen times fublimed, and felecl refin
of fcammony each ten grains; of frefh
and good gamboge fix or feven grains;
reduce each of thefe fubftances feparately into powder, and then mix them
with fome conferve into a bolus.
“

59

This receipt, which Madame Nouffer
derives from her hufband, may be varied in the dofe and fine has had for many
years paft the fame fuccefs by reducing
the proportion of gamboge to four grains:
it was in this dofe that fhe gave it in the
bolus flic adminiftered to each of the five
patients on the 23d of June.
;

Madame Nouffer who brought with her
from Switzerland her remedies ready
prepared, had ufed the weights of that
country, which agree with thofe ufed in

Germany, where the dram is divided
only into fixty grains. It refulted from
this therefore, that to compofe a purgative bolus of the fame weight here, it
would be necelfary to add a fixth part to
each dofe, and put twelve grains of the
panacea, as many of the fcammony, and
4 grains lix fourths of gamboge the Paris
dram being divided into feventy-two
grains. We difcovered too, that altho’
Madame Nouffer, following her hufband’s inftructions, had commonly ufed
the refm of fcammony, die had without
knowing it, purchafed relin of jalap in its
head, but had perceived no difference in
the effects. She had complained indeed,
that this refm when reduced to powder
appeared of a yellowifh colour, whereas,
that employed by her hufband, and
which die of courfe preferred, became of
a light green colour. As foon as we were
fufficiently acquainted with thefe remedies, M. Cadet undertook to compofe
them before us, in the prefence of Madame Nouffer and M. Mottet, who found
them all very well prepared. The fern
;

root that was ufed on this occafion was
gathered in the laffc autumn and was well

dried.

All its ufelefs parts were removed, and the remainder was carefully
powdered. This powder was divided
into feveral portions, each of three drams.
The panacea mercurii was mercurius
dulcis, feven times fublimed. The refin
of fcammony had been prepared the day
before, by evaporating even to drynefs a
llrong tinfture ofAlcppo fcammony, made
with fpirit of wine. This relin when
viewed inthe mafswas of a blackilh colour,
but when feparated into thin laminse became tranfparent and of the colour of
hyacinth; being powdered, it appeared of
We began this prea greenifh white.
paration by rubbing the fcammony in
a glafs mortar, and then adding the
mercurius dulcis and gamboge, till
the whole was reduced to a very fine
powder. It was then made into the
form of an electuary by a fufficient
quantity (from 48 to 60 grains) of the
conferve of hyacinth. In this manner
each of
feveral bolulfes were

which contained ten grains of mercuriiis
dulcis, the fame quantity of fcammony,
and four grains of gamboge, Paris weight.
Thefe different pacquets were fealed,
and the foup No. 1. was given the fame
night at M. Cadets, to the patients who
were to take the fpecific. They met together again the next morning, June 2 6,
when they were treated in the way that
has been defcribed, and the refult of this
treatment was as follows.

Firft Patient.
Mademoifelle le Grand of the canton
of Fribourg in Switzerland, aged thirty
three years, and who had lived nine
years at Paris with Mr. Naudon, rile
du Four, Fauxbourg St. Germains,
informed us that five years ago fhe perceived (he had a folitary Worm, having voided a portion of it after taking
a common purge, fhe never felt any
itching at the nofe, but fhe had frequent
attacks of colic, and of a throbbing fen-

fation about the hollow of the flomach; to
thefe fymptoms were joined, difrelifh for
food; naufea, and frequent vomitings of a
watery fluid; an almofl conflant diarrhoea;
a frequent fenfation of fomething that
feemed to rife into the throat as if to
ftrangle her, exciting at the fame time
an effort to vomit, and which ceafed the
moment fbe fwallowed. Her menflruation was irregular, and fbe felt every
month flight dizzinefs. Her ftools were
whitifh, as happens after living much
on milk. She had for five weeks pad
been taking an infufion of fern root, made
with water in which quickfilver had been
boiled.

At feven o'clock in the morning, we
gave her the powder No. 3, in the full
dofe of three drams. About half after
eight Ihe felt her ftomach as it were
newly relieved; this was fucceeded by a
weight in the lower belly. At nine o’clock
fhe took only three quarters of the bolus
No. 4 —She had been fo accuflomed to
puke that we feared to give her the full

dofe, and this cautious mode of proceeding, together with our fubftituting the
Paris weight for that of Germany, retarded
the evacuations fo much, that about
eleven o’clock we found it neceifary to
give her two drams of purging fait;
the fame dofe was repeated live hours
afterwards, and at the expiration of another hour we prefcribed the injection
No. 2. She had dined with a good appetite at two o’clock, but about half an
hour after receiving the injection fhe
threw up all that fhe had ate. The vomiting returned feveral times during the reft
of the day and night: her ftoois during
that time were to the amount of eighteen
or twenty; but they were all in very
fmall quantity, and latterly they were
frothy and of a whitifh colour. The
weight in the lower belly which began
to be felt about an hour and a half after
fhe took the fpecilic, continued till about
four in the morning. She had then for
the firft time a copious evacuation, in
which fhe voided in bundles two well
formed Teniae, feveral ells in length.

and about five tenths of an inch wide.
Each of thefe worms was terminated by a
tapering neck or thread. In one of them
this thread was an ell long in the other
it was much fborter. Thefe worms w ere
foft, and very eafy to be broken: this
feemed to be occasioned by their long
Hay in the large inte(lines. This evacuation w as followed by three other fmaller
flools, and the patient went home perfectly cured.
;

T

T

Second Patient.
Mrs. Cornu, a native of Baumont in
the canton of Fribourg in Switzerland,

aged thirty-eight years; and who has
lived for fix years paft at Paris with the
Marchionefs D’Albert, rile Cadette, Faux-

bourg St. Germain, difcovered when fhe
was only feventeen years of age, that fhe
had a folitary Worm having at that time
voided large portions of it in a diarrhoea
with which flie was attacked during her
lying in. During the three following
years fhe felt no inconvenience, but at
,

the end of that time was attacked with a
diarrhoea which continued almod inceffantly during eighteen months;— Her
food confided wholly of milk and gruel.
This was fucceeded by violent attacks
of colic which came on every two months:
that which fhe experienced lad winter,
laded a much longer time than ufual, and
was accompanied by a diarrhoea, during
which, fhe voided five pretty condderable
portions of Tenia. Sometimes her belly
was bound for feven or eight days together, after which fhe had griping, watery
dools, in which fhe evacuated much
dime intermixed with pellicles of a dark
colour. Thefe frequent returns of diarrhoea have occafioned an habitual prolapfus ani. Befides ail thefe fymptoms,her
mendruation has been irregular die has
fometimes differed during a month or more,
an almod condant naufea without vomiting; palpitations after the lead motion
pains about the umbilical region, but none
at the domach; and itchings at the nofe
and re&um.
•

;

She took three drams of the fpecilic
the 26th of June at feven in the morning,
and at nine o’clock a little more than half
the purgative bolus. The caufes which
had retarded the action of the purge in
the hril patient, produced fimilar effe£ls
in this, and fne felt nearly the fame
fymptoms: fne did not however feel
her ftomach relieved in the manner
the former patient had experienced.
About half an hour after one, fhe took
two drams of purging fait; dined at two
o’clock with a good appetite and at four,
received the injefliotiNo. 2. In the courfe
of the day and the night, fhe had fourteen
or fifteen middling ftools without pain.
She was diipofed to fleep in the night,
but was interrupted by feveral evacuations, four or five of which were more
confiderable than the former ones. In
the morning it was difcovered that fhe
had voided two diftinfl Tenias. M. de
Juflieu who had flept at M. Cadets, faw
one of them at half an hour after fix
o’clock, alive and in motion. Thefe two
worms which were foft, and divided into
;

feveral portions, were nearly an inch
wide: one of them was of a greyilh white;
the other was fomewhat thinner, and of a
yellowifh colour. The patient notwithftanding her evacuations, found herfelf
exceedingly well. It is right to obferve,
that Madame Nouffer had given her fome
vermifuge remedies, three weeks before,
with a view to difcover by the evacuation, what kind of worm occafioned the
Thefe worm cakes, the
complaints.
composition of which will be defcribed
in the pollfcript (No. 6) purged the patient
during three days, nearly forty times each
day, and weakened her very much, but
without expelling any worm. Ten days
afterwards, however, fhe voided fome
afcarides, and a portion of Tenia four or
five ells in length.
Third Patient.
The third patient was the Sieur Allain
of the rile Charpentiere at Paris, of a
This papretty good habit of body.

tient voided a portion of folitary Worm (V)
about thirty years ago, after an attack of
colic and diarrhoea. Since that time, he
has conhantly had a return of the fame
complaint four or five times every year,
which has as conflantly ended in the fame
manner, by his voiding portions of Tenia,
which he has alwaysbeenobligedtobreak.
He has felt during almoll the whole of
this time a dull heavy pain about the
umbilical region; together with ficknefs
at the ftomach; fometimes dizzinefs; languor and pain in his limbs difrelilh for
food; and now and then, itching at the
nofe.
;

He took three drams of the fpecific at
feven o’clock in the morning, and the
whole purgative bolus at nine. He foon
found his flomach relieved of its ordinary
weight, which feemed to be got down into

W

He was Ihewn a Tenia Cucurbidna, and a
Tenia Lata, he was then certain that the worm he
had voided, refembled the latter of thefe.

the lower belly. He felt a fenfation about
the reftum, as if it was flopped by fomething that prevented him from going to
ftool. In order to accelerate the evacuations, we gave him half an ounce of purging fait about noon, and as much more an
hour afterwards. At two o'clock he ate
with a good appetite, and at four received
the injection No. 2. Another injection of
warm water and three drams of common

fait was thrown up

fix o’clock. The
evacuations were not in any great number
during the day, but in the courfe of the
night he had twenty copious ftools, and
at five o’clock the next morning he was
relieved of the weight he had felt at the
rectum. This was found to be the worm
collected into a bundle. After this he
had fome other flight watery ftools. The
Tenia meafured between five and fix ells
in length; its neck or thread was very
long, and its body broad and thick. It
was of an afh colour, and its long flay
in the large inteflines had foftened it
much. The thin part of its neck was
broken off, and reduced to the confidence
at

of pafte. The patient was very lively and
well pleafed.

Fourth Patient.
While we were at M; Cadets on the
evening of the 26th, with the patients
whom we have juft now mentioned,
Margaret Schmidt, a native of St. Peterfburgh, came to requeft us to give her the
remedy at the fame time. This patient
who has been a year at Paris to learn midwifery, under M. Le Bas, furgeon in the
rile Chriftine, is thirty-two years of age,
and of a thin and delicate habit of body.
She informed us that (he began to void
portions of Tenia, ten years ago, and
that fhe brought away a piece ten days
before (he came to us. The fymptoms
fhe complained of, w ere an uneafy fenfation about the ftomach, which extended
round her like a belt; head ach; dizzinefs; naufea; colic; pain in the loins;
itchings at the nofe; and fometimes, tho’
rarely, diarrhoea. She faid fhe had taken
fome medicines in Ruftia, but fhe rer

membered nothing concerning their compohtion. At Paris fhe had taken nothing.
We

directed her to the ufe of the
panada and injection, and the next morning June 27th, at three quarters after fix
o'clock, fhe took three drams and a half
of the fpecific; and at half an hour after
nine, the bolus, compofed of ten grains of
mercurius dulcis, ten of the refin of fcammony and five of gamboge, German
weight (g). Soon after taking this bolus,
fhe felt her flomach relieved, and a weight
defcending into the abdomen. At a
quarter after twelve o’clock, fhe voided,
without perceiving it, and in one bundle,
two white Tenias, quite perfect, with their
[g] We preferred the German weight to that of
Paris, in this lafl; cafe, that we might fee whether
the activity of the remedy was retarded in the three
preceding patients, from the dofe being diminifhed;
and our experience confirmed the truth of this conje&ure the addition, of a fixth part more, having
brought away the worm in a much fhorter time.
;

thread, and refembling the figure of that
given by M. Le Clerc in his eighth plate
fig. 1. The Ihorteft of thefe worms meafured three ells and a half, its thread
viewed through a lens, feemed to terminate
in a little tubercle, not unlike the beak
of a duck and of a reddilh colour. The
thread of the other Tenia when examined
through the fame lens, appeared to end
in a fpiral of two turns and a half, which
was changed into a ftraight line, by putting the worm into fpirit of wine.
Three other patients who imagined
they had a folitary Worm but whom we
fuppofed to be affe&ed in fome other
way, were defirous however of taking
Madame Nouffer’s remedy. It produced
no other effeft, than that of purging them
fmartly, and evacuating much mucus.
,

The Sieur Olivau one of the patients
of the 23d of June, who both the times he
had been treated before, had voided
tions of the Tenia cucurbitina brought
away nothing in this third trial, to which
,

he had defired to fubmit himfelf. We
therefore prefumed that he was perfe&ly
cured. The Sieur Daniel, another patient who defired likewife to repeat the
fame treatment, voided only a quantity of
mucus, which relieved him much, and
he was then convinced that his complaints
■were not occafioned by a Tenia.

Thefe are the experiments we made to
afcertain the efficacy of Madame Nouffer’s remedy; and we are fo well fatisfied with them, that we fully give it our

approbation.
This fpecifit:, however, is not to be confidered as a new difcovery; the efficacy
of Fern in cafes of Tenia having been
known long ago. Theophraftus (k) pre-

(ti) Filix

fcemina utilis

contra interaneorum cmi~
et contra temia in vino

malia lata melle fubadfa,
dulci cum farina hordeaced data. Theophr. Hiftor.
Plant. Gaza interprete, lib. ix, cap. 20.
Filicis
,

fcribes its root, in doles of four drams,
given in water fweetened with honey, as
ufeful in expelling flat worms. Diofcorides orders it in the fame dofe, and adds
that its effecfs are more certain when it is
mixed with four oboli (40 grains) of fcammony or black hellebore he particularly
;

man's (P teris) radix lumbricum latum excut it quatuor drachmarum pondere, cum aqua mulfd accepta
melius aid era fi cum fc ammonia, aut veratri nigri
cholis quatuor quis exhibeat. Veriim eos qui accipiunt
allium prius edijje oportet.
Filicis famines (Thelypteris) radices cum melle in eclegmate fumpta latum
lumbricum expedient cum vino verb pota, drachmarum trium pondere, rotundum lumbricum excutiunt.
Diofcorid. Mater. Med. interprete Cornarlo, lib.
iv. Cap. 163.
Filicis (turn maris, turn famine?)
radices pellunt interaneorum animalia
Utraque
alvum folvit, prime bilem traliens, mox aquam melius
Tanias cum jcammonii.par i pondere. Plin. Hi ft. Nat.
lib. xxvii. cap, 9.
Filix mas radicem habet maxima utilem latum enim lumbricum interficit ft quis
earn quatuor drachmis cum melicrato bibat. Galen,
ftmplic. lib. 8. Princip. Medic. iEtius, p. 49.
Oribafius, p. 608,
,

,

;

,

,

,

requires that garlic fhould be taken before
hand. Pliny, Galen, Oribalius, and Actius
afcribe this fame virtue to Fern, and are followed in this by Avicenna, and the other

Arabianphyficians. Dorflenius(z),Valerius
Cordus, Dodonseus, Mathiolus,Dalechampius, who commented on Diofcorides, or
copied him in many things, all mention
the fern root as a fpecihc againll the Tenia. Sennertus (T), and Burnet after him,
recommended in fimilar cafes an infulion
of this plant, or a dram of its powder for
Dorftenii botanic, p. 124.
Dodon. Sdrp.
Mathiol. Comment, in Diofcorid.
Hift. p. 459.
p. 1289.
Dalechamp. Hift Plant, p. 1222.
vaFilix mas Germanics Jarett, five
catur, propterea quod latos ventris lumbricos expellat
quos Germani Jhucu nominant. Valer. Cord. Annot.
in Diofcor. p. 76.
(/)

,

(k) Commendatur imprimis filix, e qua recenti aqua
dijiillata datur, vel pul-vis, drach.Jf. ponders, infantlb us natumajoribus, drach. 1 adult is, drach.iii
po?idere, cum aqua galegse, quse fine ullis molejliis
vermem et lente et cito fi veils, enecat.
Sennert.
Pradt p. 420. Burnet, Thelaur. Medic, p. 648.
;

;

young perfons, and three drams for adults. Simon Paulus (/) quoted by Ray
and Geoffrey, confiders it as the moft efficacious of all poifons againft the flat
worm, and as being the bafis of all the
fecret remedies extolled by Empirics in
that difeafe. Andry (’ginir des Vers, pages
246 and 249) prefers diftilled fern water to
the root in powder, or he employs it only
in the form of an opiate, or mixed with
other fubftances.
.

Thefe are not the only authors who have
mentioned the Tenia; many others have
deferibed this worm, the fymptoms it
excites, and the treatment proper to ex-

Filix lumbricos longos ac lotos enecat quorum
prajentijjima pejiis e/t—eamque inter fecretijjima fua
Jeereta, adverjus lumbricos habent et vend itant
Agyrtre. Simon Pauli quadrip. bot. p. 301, Ran,
Hift. Plant, vol. i, p. 149. Geoffr. Mat. Medic.
vol. Hi, p. 476.
(/)

,

pel it. Almoft all of them mention the
fern root, but at the fame time they point
out other remedies as poffeffing equal
efficacy. Amongft thefe we find the bark
of the root of the mulberry tree, the juice
of the auricula muris (m) the roots of
chamodeon niger (n), ginger, zedoary; decoctions of mugwort, fouthernwood
wormwood, penyroyal, origanum, hyflbp,
and in general, of all bitter and aromatic
plants, See. Some of them direft the
fpecihc to be limply mixed and taken
3

in wine or honey and water; others join
to it the ufe of fome purgative remedy
which they fay adds to its efficacy.
(m)

AlJine

myofotis five auricula muris.

Lobel.

461. Echium fcorpioides arvenfe. C. B. Pin. 254.
JJthofpermum arvenfe minus. Tourn. Inft. 136.
Myofotis Scorpioid.es Linn, Spec. 188.
,

Chameleon
(72) Chameleon niger. Diofcorid.
cceruleo
hyacinthino.
C. B.
niger umbellatus, flore

Pin. 380. Cartkamus acukatus, jcarlinee folio, flore
multiplici veluti umbdlato. Cor. Inft. 33, Carthamm corymbofus Linn, Spec, 1x64,
,

,

Onbafius ( 0), Sylvius, &c. diftinguifh the

Ipecific that kills the worm, from the
purgative that evacuates it, and direft
them to be given at different times. Sennertus (p) gives a very fatisfadory reafon

breviftimo tempore lumbricos interimunt
medicamentum
quos poftea
educit Princip. Medic.
Oribas. p. 329.——Lumbrici fi adfunt, cegri Janantur, 1. Vidus ratione.2. Remediis necantibus
lumbricos ahftnthio, abrotano, menthaftro, allio, radice filicis majculec, radice grambiis, &c.
3. Remediis enecatos expellcntibus, ut aloe abfmthium,
& (pracipue
pro lumbricis latis)
rhabarharum.
pilules ex aloe myrrhd, croco, &c,
Sylvius, p,
(0) Hac

,

.

—

,

,

442.

(p) Fortioribus medicamentis opus eft ut interficiantur lumbrici lati. Quapropter etfi in teretihus
purgantia cum interficientibus commode admifeeantur;
praftat tamen in latis nulla iis purgantia primiim
admifeere cum purgantia non finant medicament a
,

,

interficientia diit in inteftinis hecrere, fed- ea
cith per alvum Jecum educant. Si verb prius exhibevermes

antur medicamenta qua ipfum dchilitent, totus rotundas faclus ad pila; figuram exit ct homo jams evadit.
Burnet, Thef. Med.
Sennert. Praft. p. 420.
p. 648.
,

for adopting this method. If we give, fays
he, the purgative medicine and the fpecific at the fame time; the latter will be
haftily carried off, before it can have exerted its powers on the worm: whereas
if we give the fpecihc fir ft, and thus weaken the worm, it will collefl: itfell into a
bundle, and being brought away by
means of the purge, the patient will be
cured. The cure will be more fpeedy
if the primas vias have been previoufty
lubricated. Thefe precautions are all of
them effential to the fuccefs of the remedy, nor are they neglefled by Madame
Nouffer in her method of treatment.
The panada and injection (he prefcribes
the night before, to lubricate the inteftines
and prepare the primae viae. The fern
root taken in the morning, kills and detaches the worm: of this the patients
are fenfible by the ceffation of the pain
in the ftomach, and by the weight that is
felt in the lower belly. The purgative
bolus adminiftered two hours after this,
procures a complete evacuation it is
compofed of fubftances that are at once
;

purgative and vermifuge, and which
even when adminiflered alone, by different phyficians, fometirp.es fucceeded in
expelling the worm. If this purgative
fhouid appear to be too flrong, the reader
will be pleafed to recoiled, that it produced no ill effeds in either of the
cafes that came under our obfervation; and that in one of thofe cafes, by
diminifhing the dofe, we evidently retarded the evacuations. Regard however
is to be had both to the age and the temperament of the patient, and the treatment fhouid always be direded by a
prudent and experienced phyfician, who
may know how to vary the proportions
of the dofe, as circumfiances may require.
If thepurgativc is not of fufficicnt flrength,
the worm after being detached by the
fpecific, remains too long a time in the
inteflines, and becoming foon corrupted,
is brought away only in detached portions on the other hand if the purgative
is too flrong, it occafions too much irritation, and evacuations that cannot fail to
:

be inconvenient.

Madame Nouffer’s long experience has
taught her to diftinguilh all thefe circumftances with lingular adroitnefs.
This method of cure is, as we have feen,
copied in a great meafure from the ancients it may be poffible to produce the
fame effeHs by varying the remedies;
but the manner of applying them is by
no means indifferent: we fhall be always
more certain of fuccefs, if the inteflmes
are previoully evacuated, and if the fpecific is given forme time before, the purgative bolus. It is to this method that
we think Madame Nouffer’s conhant fuccefs is to be attributed.
;

Her remedy has likewife fome power
over the Tenia cucurhitina but as the
rings of this worm feparate fromeach other
more eafily than thofe.of the Tenia lata,
it is ahnoft impoffible for it to be expelled
entire. It will be necelfary therefore to
repeat the treatment feveral times, till the
patient ceafes to void any portions of
worms. It mull likewife be repeated if
,

-

after the expulfion of one folitary Worm
another fhould be generated in the inteftinal canal. This laft cafe is fo rare, that
it has been fuppofed that no perfon can
have more than one of thefe worms, and for
this reafon it has been named folitary
Worm, which being once removed could
never be renewed or replaced by a fecond: but our own experience has proved, that this notion is an ill founded prejudice, and we know that fometimes
thefe worms fucceed each other, and that
fometimes many of them exift together.
Two living Teniae have frequently been
expelled from the fame patient. We had
three examples of this on the 26th and
27th of June, and to thefe we may add
a fourth and ftill more Unking inilance
related by M. de Haen (7), of a woman
who voided eighteen entire Teniae at
once. In thefe cafes the fymptoms are
ufually more alarming, and the appetite
(i q ) Ant. de Haen, Ratio Medendi

P- *57-

,

tom.

viii.

becomes exceffive, becaufe thefe worms
derive all their nourifhment from the
chyle. If too auftere and ill judged a
regimen deprives them of this, they may
be expected to attack even the membranes of the inteftines themfelves. This
evil is to be avoided by eating frequently.
Such are the precautions indicated in this
difeafe. The ordinary vermifuge remedies commonly procured only a palliative
cure, perhaps becaufe they were too often
improperly adminiltered. The efficacy
of that which we now offer to the public,
feems to be confirmed by experience. It
was our duty by making it public as foon
as poffible, to fulfil the benevolent intentions of our fovereign, who defires that
difcoveries which promife to be ufeful to
his fubje&s, may be made known as foon
as poffible. —We therefore paffed flightly
over the natural hiftory of worms, and
have dwelt more particularly on that part
of the fubje6l which was the more interefting to us, becaufe it related to the
health of our fellow citizens. So that
after having defcribed in a few words, the

principal kinds of Tenia, and after
having diftinguilhed the character of each?
together with the fymptoms which detwo

note their exiftence in the human body*
we paifed on immediately to the method of
cure, and to an examination of the re-

medy propofed. The experiments that
we made to afcertain its efficacy, and to
point out the nature of its compofition,
have been defcribed with a care and exactitude which may be thought perhaps
to be unnecelfarily tedious and minute.
But we conceived that thefe details were
the more important, as this fpecilic for
thefolitaryWorm afterhavingbeen known
to the ancient Greeks, and recommended
from time to time by phylicians of the
firll diftinClion, was fallen, together with
many others, into oblivion and even
into contempt, becauie it had not always
been given with equal fuccefs. This
difference in the refult feems to have
arifen on the one hand, from the fpecific
itfelf and the manner of adminifterina:
it, not having been defcribed with diffident care; and on the other, from phy,

ficians having deviated too much from
the practice of the fathers of medicine,
without confidering fo much as they ought
to do, that changes the moft favourable in
appearance, will often render remedies
of no ufe, altho former experience may
have proved them to be polfeifed of conliderable efficacy.

(Signed at Paris this 31ft of Auguft, 1775Laffone
Macquer
Gourley de la Motte
A. L. de Juflieu
J. B. Carburi
Cadet,

APPENDIX.

WE

add here two particular receipts, communicated by Madame Nouffer, who tells us fhe has often
employed them with fuccefs in Wormcomplaints. As we have adminiftered
neither of them ourfelves, we publifh
them on her teftimony of their virtues.
The firft of thefe remedies fhe recommends aacainfl the Tenia Cucurhitma the
fecond, is purgative and vermifuge, and
is given in the form of troches or cakes.
:

No. 5.

Remedy

for

curbitina

the Tenia Cu~
.

Take of diagridium and the extract
of black hellebore, each one drachm
kermes and lime-feed each one fcruple
gamboge, a drachm and a half. To be
made into pills of four drachms each.
;

;

Madame Nouffer gave thefe pills only
to peafants of a ftrong habit of body, who
after having voided portions of the Worm
by the preceding method, were denrous
of going from Morat, and carrying home
with them fome remedy which might
compleat their cure. Thefe pills being,
by no means proper for every temperament. The fern root and purgative bolus, as producing the fame effect after feveral dofes, and being lefs adtive, ought to
be preferred.
No. 6. Vermifuge and purgative Troches,

Take of

.

of jalap and mercurius
du'lcis, each two drachms; coral, a drachm
re (in

white lead (a)
two drachms and two fcruples. White
fugar, fix ounces. Reduce each of thefe
fubftances into fine powder, taking care
to lift the fugar and coral, and then adding a fufficient quantity of gum-tragacanth,
to form the whole into a mafs, which is to
be divided into one hundred and fifty
troches. Thefe cakes, when carefully
dried, and kept dry in boxes, will keep
good many years.
and

a

fcruple; ceruffe

or

When the patient is to take any of thefe
cakes, fome of them are to be put into a
(a) Through the whole of this little work, I have
been careful to adhere clofely to the French original;
but the obfervations of the learned and ingenious Sir
George Baker, Bart, and Dr. Percival, on the poifon
of lead, do not permit me to give the prefent formula
to the Englifh reader, without cautioning him at the
fame time, againft the ufe of it. CeruiTe, when taken
into the flomach, will be liable to produce the moll
deleterious effe&s, and the dofe of it here prescribed,
is by no means, a fmall one, the Paris drachm being
of feventy-two grains. S.

cup. About fix ounces of fleet-milk is to
he boiled, and half of it poured on the
cakes: when they are diffolved, the patient is to drink this portion of the milk,
and then to rince the cup with the remainder of it, that he may be fure he takes
the whole of the medicine.

Thefe cakes are not fufficient for deflroying the Tenia, they only bring away
portions of it. Madame Nouffer, who
well knew this, ufually employed them
before-hand, that fhe might difcover, by

fome evacuation, the kind of Worm Hie
had to engage with (b). If it was found
to be the Tenia, fhe had recourfe to her

(b) The waters of Pafly,’ are likcwife ufeful on thefe
occafions: when a Tenia exifts, they conftantly bring
out

fome part of it.

The waters here recommended by the French phylicians are in the neighbourhood of Paris, and are a
purging chalybeate, very much like that of our Cheltenham. S.

particular mode of treatment. If the patient had only common round worms,
(he continued the ufe of thefe wormcakes, during three days. The firft day
fhe ufually gave children three of the
cakes; and feven or nine to adults, conflantly attending to the difference of
age and temperament. The fecond or
third day, fhe either increafed or diminilhed the dofe, being dire&ed in this by
their elfetls the preceding day. The regimen fhe prefcri bed on thefe occafions,
was fuch as is ufual with patients who
take an ordinary purge.
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