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TO THE
HONOURABLE

*lo BERT Bo Y L E, ElcJ;

THE Fame ofYour fublime,
and mpre than Humane
Wifdom hath begot You
many Admirers, and Your

*are and incomparable Inventions,
lakes all men confels. That You

I te He, who by Your New Di-
coveries have given Light to, and

greatly improved the Ingenious in
heip Curious Inquiries into the 6e-

> r,ets of Nature.
This incourages me to Addreismy

felf to You, Imploring YourProtedi
or for this weak Eflay of Mine,which
now adventures to appear in
”ot doubting,but th .as You have al-



ways been plealed to let me enjoy
a conftant Influence of Your moft
efteemed Favour , lb You will like-
wile at prelent pardon the Boldnels,
and with Your wonted Goodnefs
pals by the Defefts, which You may
poflibly meet with in this Attempt
of

Honourable Sin

Your moft Humble,
and moft Obedient Servant,

fohn Lancajler.



Don Carlo Buragna
T O T H E

reader;

NOT many months fine? , hy
Order of the Vice-Roy of
Naples was held a Confult of
feveral Phyflcians, for the.

putting offame flop to the Abufes and
Errors daily committed in the Practice
of Phyftck* They, after fome diflourfe
thereabout, judged it mofl convenient,
for a thorough-examination of the Rea-
fins already propounded } and yetfar-ther to be propoundedthat every one
fhould fit down his Opinion in writing.

Signor Lionardo di Capoa, who was
one of the aforefaid Confult, was obliged
therefore to write his Opinion in this

and it feemin? to him, that



this could not be done to any pur-
pofe without a diligent conjlderation ofand fearch into the nature of the thing
to be treated of viz. PhyfcfA he ac-
quitted himfeff of his Obligation with
fo much Learning, Eloquence and Eru-
dition, that his Manufcriptfalling in-
to the hands of certain learned Men ,

and other Friends of his
, appeared to

them rather compofedfor the TJniverfali-
ty of thofe that take delight in the fu-
hlim* Myfieries of Literature , than to
be kept up amongji a private and fmaU
company, as if the Author in the writ-
ing thereof had purpofed to himfelf no
other end,

but to fatisfe the Command
impofed upon him. They were there-
fore of Opinion , that a work of fuch
excellency ought to be publifhedinPrint 5
and for that purpofe fo laboured with
Signor Lionardo, that they at laftpre-
vailed with him to give them a Copy
thereof and tocondefcend, that this at
leaf, of the many and differentTract
which he has lying by him

, foould be
committed to the Prefs'. And herein
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they regarded not only the pieafure, the
Teamed and Curious will takginper-
n(ing this Treatife, hut the Profit dlfo,
that may thence refult to all forts of
Perfons, ejpecially to thofe that are wary
and judicious Since by feeing therein
the variety of Opinions and Sec?/, with
the divers , and oftentimes contrary
ways ofCuring, pratfifed amongji Phy~
ficians, they may, without entring into
the more jubtH Speculations of the Phi-
lofophers, eaflly perceive, with how great
Reafon others believe and are perfwad-
ed, that a Profejjion, fo doubtful and
uncertain in it felf has neither Learn-
ing nor Principles, upon which others
may lay any firm Foundation 5 and
how perilous a thing H is for men to feethemfelves in the hands of thofe, that
will have it fo, especially when Health
and Life lie at flake. Moreover, who

’ does not perceive how advantageous this
Treatife maybe tofuch young men, as
follow Phyfick,, fince by the reading of
this alone, they may arrive at a more
exact hnowledg ofits Nature, than by

to the Reader.



r fmntng over the great Volumes of the
tnofireputed andfolemn Mafiers there*
vfi and may in an hour mderfiand what
TPay in the Method of Curing is to he
taken by him, who, laying ajide cozening
Tricks& Cheats,intends,as hisprofejjion
obliges him, to honour himfelfby the help
he brings to fitch Patients as come un-
tier his hands. Nor, fall they, or an)
wife that apply themfelves to better Stu-
dies? fail to fie how many thereformerly
i>ave been,and at prefint are,who both i#\
[Medicine and other Arts melt theit
'Brains in the pnrfuit of that, which ei-
ther k not, or not to be found 5 and ai
mir Dante has it 3

Trattando cola falda*
Treating of fbadows, as fubflantial

things,

But without my enlarging any farther
hereinjhe Reader may ofhimfelfhy thc
perufalofthis Treatife fuffciently per'
ceive how ufefiul,andfull ofexquijite U' ,
terature it and that its being com* *
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J>ofed without intention ofhaving itpuh-
lifted, hinders it not fiom agreeing with
the Fame of its Author,and with the 0~
pinion, that all judicious and under-
funding met{ have ofhim..

FarcwcL

to the Reader.





The Uncertainty of the
Art of Phyfick, clear"
ly manifeftcd by a par-
ticular Relation of the
beginning and Progrels
thereof.

THERE is not indeed,
men , any Undertaking that
makes the Majefty of a Pru-
dent and Valiant Prince ap-

pear foworthy of Regard, as his afting
in fuch a manner. That by his Wifdom
and Valour, the people committed to hiscare, may beallured not to be aflailed by
foreign Arms,’ or miferably out-raged
witnout Revenge. Nor, is it in my opi-
nion an A£b'on any whit lefs generous
and laudable to fecure them from the De-
ceits of domeftick Enemies, who then u-



fnally do the grcateft mifchief, when they
moft craftily cover themfelves with the
Veil of Benevolence and Charity, and
counterfeiting themfelves full of Huma-
nity, and greatly touched with Compaf-
fion for the Misfortunes of others, lay af-
terwards for them fuch treacherous Snares,
as can feldom or never be efchewed with-
out mortal danger. And indeed, what
Advantage would it be to a man to come
off fafe and fecure from the raanifeft Pe-
rils of War, and afterwards unwarily
to fall into dangers, the more hidden
they are, the worfe ? And this indeed ap-
pears fo much the more worthy of Com-
panion, as the Mifhaps of that Ship are
to be judged more grievous and lamen-
table, which, having efcaped many
Perms at Sea, miferabiy perifhes at her
Very entrance into the Port. The pious
and prudent Fore-fight therefore of our
moft excellent Vice-roy cannot fufEci-
ently be.commended, who, having with
wonderful and incredible Felicity accom-
pliihed the firft, and defeated tire De-
figns and Attempts of thofe proud and
cruelFleets, which, infefting our Seas and
Coafts, threatned us with Fire and Sword,
and having likewife cleared the High-
ways and Roads of thofe Robbers and



Murderers, that difturb’d the Kingdom,
and prey’d upon the Villages, does atpre-
fent make it his whole itudy diligently
to prevent us, whom he has rendred fe-r
Gtire in the enjoyment of our Fortunes,
from being ill treated in our perfons by
the mifufage of Phyfick: Which? be--
caufe every one has need thereof, as it
may, when kept within the limits of ex-
perience, and our (although weak)
Rcafon, be perhaps of fomc help to
thepublick. So on the contrary, when-
ever it happens to decline to a finite path,
it proves more dangerous and deftm-
dive to Mankind, than Difeafes them-
felves. And no fooner were the unhap-
py Accidents that had befaln fome fide
perldns, and for which the Chimical Me-
dicines were accufcd, made known to his
Excellency, but he immediately ordered,Thar we fliould with the greatefi dili-
gence imaginableapply our felves tofearch
out a Remedy for fuch Misfortunes, andalfo to prdcribe Unto Phyficians ( where
there is need ) certain, fecure, and folid
Rules to beobferved in their Pradice*

But whenever, ruminating with my
fell, I refled: upon the Numerofity and
Quality of the Difficulties there are in
flidian Attempt, finding likewife asmany



in my fclf, I remain confufcd and at a
hand, either becaufe it lo happens in all
other affairs of great Cooiideration, or
that the nature of this Art not bearing it*
it fcems exceeding hard and difficult to
giveLaws tothethings appertaining there-
unto. I ftiould therefore rather chufe*
without any more ado* by my filcnce *

to free my felf from trouble, did I not
know, that I fhould thereby contravene
his Commands, whole not only Requcfts,
but even Signs, I ought without any Re-
ply, and with awful Reverence to obey:
By which, as alfo by the Benefit that
may perhaps thence redound to my
Country, being incited, I willingly enter
the Lifts.

Now to the end every Deliberation or
Refolution that is to fee taken in this mat-
ter, may not prove altogether vain and
unprofitable, I fhallemployall theftrength
of my weak Underftanding; Dilcour*
fing, in the firft place, of the Difficulties*
whereinto, not only Princes and Magi-
ftrates, but alfo the wifeft and moft in-
telligent Phyficians have oftentimes fallen
ingiving permanent and certain Laws to
Medicine, an Art, of its own nature in
the higheft degree uncertain, dubious, and
inconftanr. Then afterward!?) gradually



and with fober advice penetrating moi-c
inwardly, we will purpofe (as far as the
Nature of the thing will fuller) the way
to make a good Phylician and a better
Chimift. Nor do lat prefent remember
any other Remedy, that may be able
and fit to repair the perpetual and almoft
fatal Calamities ofPhylick.

And to begin with the mod ancient
Memoirs, fetting afide how fhort a time

tinned in India, and
their device of lodging the Sick on the
moft frequented Roads of the Country to
have themcured by Travellers. In Eg)>pt
whereall the Arts and more Noble Stu-
dies firft came to light and * flourifhed,
only the Kings, Priefts, and feme few of
the chief Nobility were permitted to
give Phyfkk to the lick, whence by Ma~
nethon werereckoned amongfl the Phyfi-
cians ofmoft profound
the fecond King of the firft Dynafty,
of the who wrote fome Books ot
Anatomy, and ‘ToforetrM of the third
Dynafty, which was that of the Memphis
tians. But afterwards in procefs of time
this Profeffion grew common alfo with
the Multitude , and fo much was the
Number of Phyficians increafed, that for
every Diftemper there was appointed a



particular Phyiician, who was permitted
10 cure no other, as is teftihed by Herodo-
tus , Father of the Greek Hiftory, in
thele words; Medicine with them was di-
vided, every particular Difeafe , and no
wore, having its Thyftdan : whence all the
Countryis pefered with Thy[mans. For feme
are appointed to cure the Eyes, others the
Mead, others the Tleethy others the parts of
the Belly , and others internal and hidden
Dijlempers. The Egyptian Phyfick re-
claming only amongfi: private per(bus,
it is not eafic to believe, how, falling from
its ancient Splendor, it changed through
dieLazinefs and Ignorance of the new
Phyfidans, who were offuch fmall parts,
that, asthebnt-now-mentioned Herodotus
taies. The chiefefi; of them at the Court
of the greatKing of Ter fa, when he had
diflocatcd hisFoot, knew nothow to cure
it, butwith their Arguments reduced him
to a very bad condition. Therefore we
'ought without doubt to believe, That
in Egypt the Phyfidans were, as "Diodorus
relates, prohibited to depart from the Pre-
cepts of the ancient Mahers; from which,
if any one happened to fwerve, and his
Patient thereby grew worfe, he was fe-
Terely punifhed for it. For, faies he, ifftfler they had dirdtly followed the actyow~



lodged Laws of the facred Books theyfaid'dof curing the no Charge could
he laid againjithem. But if they went con-
trary to the written Buies , they underwent
the Judgmentof Death . And really it was
no fmail good Fortune of Calens (to
fay nothing at prefent of Hippocrates and
others) that he was not born in thofe
times, and in that Ceuntrey : For he
Would not fo cafily have efcaped Punifli-
ment, if contemning, as it were, the re-
verend Authority of the Law, he fhould
have had the bolanefs to utter thefe words,
I ohferve this not only in the writings of
Hippocrates, hut in all the Books of the
Ancients ythat I amnoteafily drawn to believe
what any one of them has left written, un-
til I have firfi well examined by the Tejh
of Experience and Beafcn, whether

,
what

they have delivered,
be true or falfe. And

that he was well verfcd in Logick, is
feenby fnch Weapons as he ufed to de-
fend himfelf withal, as Commencing up-
on the Ancients, and reporting their O-
pinions intangled and cbumbnxcd

, to
the end they might not contradift his
own. A Cuflom, which thofe Phyfici-
ans that tread in the fame heps, have fol-
lowed, and Hill do follow, and which
does in fucli a manner deform his layings.



and alfo thofe of Hippocrates ,
that they

oftentimes clearly appear to have written
quite contrary to their firff Determina-
tions. And perhaps the Egyptians, deri-
ding their own Law, adted malicioully in
the lame manner, according to the Pro-
verb ; Fana la legge pen fata la Malizia :

No fooner is the Law made, but ways are
found out to evade it. And to fuch a
pitch peradventure did their negleftcd
Boldnels arrive, that their ufual falling
prefently to Purgations, and for the molt
part with ill fuccels, forced them (their
nrft Law being antiquated )

'

to remedy it
by publiihing a new one, as Arifotle re-
lates in thefe Words ; Ehe Fhyficians may
after the fourth day fir the humors, but if
they will do it fooner, at their own peril
be it. Which Simplicity, I believe found
not many Abettors, if they confidered,
how often Difeafes happen, that on the
very firft day need violent Remedies.
But what a Fool would that Phyfician
have been, that fliould have procured a-
nothers Life with his own death ?

The Grecians, who out-went all other
Nations, as in Arts and Sciences, (b like-
wife in Civil Prudence, having regard
perhaps to fuch inconveniences, would
not impofe any politive Laws upon Phy-



fick 5 or thole that profefled it, chufing
rather, that Infamy ftiould be the punilh-
ment of thole Phy iicians, by whofe fault
the Sick fhould mifcarry ; For faies Hip-
pocratesfthere u no penalty fet upon the Fra-
ttifers of Phyfickj only in thefe Cities, but
that ofInfamy. Which to thofe that take
their Reputation to heart, is more grie-
vous and tedious, than any other Tor-
ment. Which Cuftom is manifeftly
fhevvn by Philemon, when he faies,

Ji }xrfsTutu i£ awnyfu
F fysiv Sw/Jeivety v>-V Si

That is to fay, Only the Phyfcian and
the Judge are permitted to kill others
without being put to death. This alfo
plcafed the divine Plato , who thus or-
dered in his Common-wealth ,

Lhe Fhyfi-
cian jhall not be fubjeU to any Penalty3 if
a Patient , taken in hand by him,

dies con-
trary to his be(I endeavour. To which o-
pinion Lucian comes very near, where
lie faies: By how much the Art of Thyfck is
worthy ofgreater honour

,
and more benefi-

cial to Life than others, by fo much fouldthe Frofejfors thereofhave greater Liberty •

and itis convenient that it (hould en joy fome
priviledge, nor ought a Dottrine , confecrated



to the Gods, and the Exercife of the mofi
intelligent men. to be or fubju-
gated by any power, or brought under the
fervitude of the Laws

, or under the fear
and penalties of ‘tribunals. And altho5

among the Grecians the Athenians alone
prohibited Women and Servants the Stu-
dy of Phyfick, yet is not fuch a Statute
worthy of much praife, not to fay, it dc-
ferves much blame 5 Becaufe, as hereaf-
ter {hall be declared, the Underftanding
of worthy Women has been feen,contra-
ry to their Expectation, to undertake the
moft fublime Studies, and Nature has of-
ten granted to Servants Courage and Wit
fit for a Philofophick Liberty ; therefore
did they, not without Rcafon, a while
after revoke this Law. Hyginus faying ,

that the praSiife of allowed to
Midwives for necejfity and decency fake.
Much lefs ought we to believe, that the
Sottiihnefs of Seleucm took place, for fo
we may well call his Law, whereby, as
ifit had been mortal Poifon,he prohibited
upon pain of Death* all the Sick Perfons
of Locrts to drink Wine, unlels they had
at firft obtained a from their
Phyficians: If any of the Epizephvrian
Locrians dran\wme contrary to the Phyfi-
cians direction ,

tho * he efcaped, Death



was his punishment, hecaufe he did contrary
to what was preferibed him• The Roman
Commonwealth, which far excelled all
Greece and the BarbarousNations not on-
ly in Military Government, but alfo in
Politicks, thought it not convenient to
commit, without reflraint, the Care of
dens Lives to the Cuftody ofPhyficians j
and therefore by a Plehifcitum, firft made
by Aquilm a Tribune of the People (whe-
ther it were Callus,

or another of that
name, Iknow not) and afterwards re-
corded amongfl: die Roman Laws it was
decreed, that fome puniihment fhould be
chided on their Failings, whereby they
niight be rendred more circumfped and
cautious in their aftings. We may never-
thelefs well believe, that this Law, or
:flebifdtmn , altho’ made, was never put
in Execution, otherwife Pliny would have
been to blame to cry out in this manner
againft the Phyficians; Furthermore no
Law punijhes capital ignorance, no exampleof Jujiice done. To which he adds, Lhey
learn by our dangers,

and gain experience
h our T>eaths : And at length concludes ,

Only the Phyftcian is allowed to kill a man
Hnpunifhed. But there is fomething yet in
the fame Author that touches more to
the quick 5 The Jgnominie ofthe Phyftcian



pajfes away, and Intemperance bears the
blame5 while they that perijh are accufed
oftheir own misfortunes- And for thisrea-
fon, I fuppofe, did thole renowned Law-
yers that were by command of the Em-
peror Jujhnian employed in compiling
the Panders, purpofely pals by that orer-
fevere and cruel Sentence of Paulus upon
the Cornelian Law again!! Murderers; if
a man die ofthe Medicine given him forhis
health or the recovery ofhis Difiemper, he
that gave it, were he ofQuality, (hallbe ba-
ndied ;ifof meaner Condition,lei him be put
to death. Which Sentence in the judgment
ofthatgreatSoulof the Civil Law,Jacobus
Cujacm, could not properly be reduced to
the aforefaid Cornelian La
he3 as the Phyllcian ftmndi, non nocendi
animo delit. And altho’ the fame Law-
yers regrted borh in the InfHtutes and in
the Digells, not only the aforefaid Head

‘ 6ftheAcjuiiian Law, but alfo the follow-
ing words of Vlpian ; Tho* the event of
Mortality ought not to be imputedto the Phy
(tcian, yet what he commits out of igno-
rance,

(

is to be laid to his charge, neither'
is the Veceiver to go unpunifhed under pre-
tence of humane frailty. Yet were thefc
Statutes neverthelefs rarely executed, al-
tho’ not only Pliny, butvery many alfb



after him, renewing in a more bitter man-
ner the famcComplaints, brought Acgu-
fations againft them: Amongft whom
thc moft learned Angelm Folitianus in an
Epiftleof his to Leonicenm writes thus;
J have again bewail'd the folly ofmankind,that hasfo long fuffered befotted Ignorance
to reign all the while buys the hope oflife
from themjvho are thereal caufes ofcertain
death. LudovicmVives alfocries out thus,
7heir Mifcarriages and fpeakingof
the Phyficians, not only go but
are alfo recommenced with Fees. Baptifia.
Mantuanm likewilehas thefe wordsofthem

H&, etftenehras palpant y efifatta poteftas
Excruciandi hominefqne impme

necandi.
Tho’ blind with ignorance, yet fcot-

free they
The Sick torment, and men ( unpu-

.nifti’d ) flay.
And an Italian Satyrift fporting with the
Tide Dottor3 faies to the fame purpofe of
the Phyfician,

Mo poiche m talci puo donor lo morte
Senza pmizione 5 e fenzo penab
Forzae, che ft eentil titel nporto.



Since Do&ors "have free liberty to caufe
Ourdeaths not fearing Punifiiment or

Laws,
,

Cur Hangman may this noble Tick
bear. »

,

'And onr Academickin histnoft choice
Dialogue faies in like manner of Phyfi
cians; Hoc tamen ipfo fecurf quod nulla
fit lex qua puniat infeitiam capitalem ; irn~
movero cum mercede gratia referatur. And
another;

Garnifici Medicus par eft j nam cadit
uterque

lmfuney &merces cadis utrique daturl

Hangman and Dpftor herein alike fare.
Both kill uapunilh’d, both rewarded

are.

And another Author,
Si quacmquefua plettuntur crimina hgey§tuasy Medici , maneant modo veftra pi-

acula. pom as?

§&i pierunique ipfo facitis medicmine
morhumy

Bt diro ante diem agros demittilU orco ?

Scilicet hoc veils indulfit opinio, rerum.
Vna potens. Clades inferre impune per

Qrbem*



Mercedemque alieno ohitu, laudemqnepi*
rare.

If to each Crimeits punifhment bedue, 1What pain, Phyficians, is enough for
you ?

Who with your Drugs Difeafes frc-j
quently

Docaufe, and th* Sick before their time
to dy ?

This hath Opinion, which the whole
World 1 fways,

Indulg’d to you, by others harms to
raife

Your felves, and by their deaths, to
merit Praife.

And altho’ Maximum condemned to
death all his Phyficians, becaufethey had
neither wholly healed him ofhis
nor eafed him of the pain, yetcannot the
example of fuch a Tyrant give vigor to
any Law; nor was he lefs blamed for
this, than for his other Cruelties, by the
Writers of that Age, as alfo Alexander
Was defervcdly (Hied cruel, for having
unjuftly caufed Glauc'm the Phyhdan to
beflain, through afiifpicion, that he had
not been diligent enough in curing his
deareft Friend As on the con-



rrary, the Clemency and Humanity of
t>arm King ofPerfta , is high-
ly commended, who freely permitted the
Phyficians, already condemned to dy,
for having reduced him to a bad Condi-
tion, to be fet at liberty by Vmocides a
famousPhyfician of Cmona. But let not
any one therefore believe, that the Phy-
fidans gained fuch a liberty by tranfgref-
fing theirRules 5 for it proceeded rather
from the utmoft neceffity of the publick,
and is, as it were an efFedt of the Art of
good Government: for I am verily per-
fwaded, that even the memory of the
Myftery of the Medicine would have
been utterly extinguifhed, if Phyficians
had been proceeded againfl according to
•the rigor of Juftice. And what man in-
deed, unlels he were exceeding dull and
ftupid, or exrreamly rafti, would ever
have vainly fpent his Time and Endea-
vours in, the purfuit of an Art (if Me-
dicine, which has not any certain and fix-
ed Rule in its operations, may poffibly be
fo called } m it felf difpleafing, and hard
to be obtained, and in its Events very du-
bious ? I fay difpleafing, for what can
be more offenfive and difguftful, than
■continually to converfe with fide perfbns,
and daily to fee and heat the MiTeries of

i



others, and that many times without
being any able to remedy them j
It isalfo difficult m undertake, and al-ways uncertain in its fuccefs 5 becaufc inthe curing of the Sick, not only the skill

the but alfb Fortune andChance claim their flare: from whence
3trofe this common Proverb; A Phy/idan
"ad need be born under a fortunate Con-filiation. And O how exceeding often

it happen, that contrary to all hu-
than expectation, as Cel]us writes; Ex-Miation is li\ewifefrustrated,

and that man
Jes

, of whom the Vhyftcian was fecure be-fore. And Hippocrates himfelf, althoughSjteemed a moft profound and skilfult hyfician, yet confefles. That he gained
jtioreReproach than Commendationsby
his Profcffion. And therefore it is cxceed-
lng difficult, or rather impoffible alwaysto judge, whether the unhappy fuccefs of
°1 diftempers proceeds fram the fottifh-
nxis of the Phyficians, or from the Na-
ture of the difeafe, or from fome other
\vr? au *e

->
*nto which no humane

VVildom or Knowledge can penetrate.Molt uncertain always and obfeure are
le Symptoms of difeafes, efpecially of

the acute , according to Hippocrates :

Wnercfore Celfns alfb laid j It behoves us



r uljo to underftand,
that in acute Bifeafes

the Symptoms oflife anti death are much
more fallacious. Befides that in the Bo-
dies ofAnimalsare wont to beingendred
poifons, and that oftentimes prefently, by
fudderi precipitation and Coagulation;
and the man, whom not only others ,

but even Appollo and JEfculapim them-
felves would have judged moft found
and healthful, may have within him Im-
pofthumes, and other fecret diftempers,
which, when he lead thinks of it, may
be able to catife his death, and that at
the very Inftant when the Medicins arc
prepared: wrongfully therefore are the
Remedies blamed, and not the evil qua-
lity of the; diftemper. And befides this,
fome Medicines which areefteemed good,
and conducingto the Health of man, may
oftentimes occafion fuch difturbance with-
in the Patients body, as may bring on his
death, before we with our fhallow Un-
derftandings can prevent it, as Celfus tefti-
fies. It will not therefore be the Phyfici-
ans fault, if fometimes his Patient grows
Worfcby his Remedies; nor can eii
ver determine any thing herein. But
come, let us grant, that a method of Cu-
ring may by Law be preferibed to Phy-
iiefans, how can they be punifhed foil'



tranfgreffing it? or how can the Crime be
fb clearly manifefled, that they may be
proceeded againff in form of Law ? And
who docs nor fufliciently know, how all
Phyficians are of contrary Seds, and per-
petually disagreeing in their Sentiments ?

Wherefore being cither always fh’mulated
by open Enmity,or which is worie, by fe-
cret Envy, or elleallured by the love and
Benevolence of their own party, they
will, without any refped to Truth, re-
prefent the matter to the Judge quite
otherwife, than in Juftice theyought, and
make him, as the Italian Proverb has it.
See the Moon in the Well acccording to their
own defire. Bcfides that, the fear of pu-
nifhment, which the Phyfician may eafi-
ly incur, will always keep him fuipend-
ed and dubious in taking his Reioluti-
ons, even when he intends to operate
mod efFeduallyj and thus being terrified
and confounded

, he will, for fear of
hazarding his perfon, in the greared Ma-
ladies ftand, as it were, fettered, and
with his hands bound behind him, or
elfe, not to depart from the common’opi-
nion of the Vulgar, however fall'e and
contrary to the didem per, will oftentimes
make ufc of vain and dangerous Re-
medies. A thins: which, as it is well 6i>



ferved by Cardam* , is oftncr wont to
bcfal the Phyficians of Princes, than any
others, who not only for fear oflnfamy,
but alfo of greater Mifchief, forbear mak-
ing rife of great and unufual Remedies.
It will not be far from the matter to
bring here an Example taken from the
art of War, not much differing truly in
the uncertainty of its fuccels, from that
of Medicine. The 'Roman Magiftratcsra-
ther pitied, than puniflied the Errors of
their Captains, and it is well Teen to what
a height the Empire of Rome afeended
thereby 5 as on the other fide, every one
knows to how wretched a Condition the
Carthaginians were reduced, by always
taking contrary meafures. And this was
yet nearer to our times manifefted by the
Venetians to their exceeding great da-
mage, and with the almoft Univerfal Ru-
ine of their Republick, when they un-
juftly beheaded Carmagnnola for his care-
lefnefs, by which, Liviano afterwards be-
ing difmayed, and following the Opi-
nion of the unwary Proved itors , loft
the day at Vicenza, and was miTcrabiy
with his whole Army difeomfited and cut
in pieces. And perhaps the putting of Vl-
-to death, was one of the principle
Occafions, that the Florentines betrayed



by Baghone
,

badly afterwards loft their
•liberty.

And here fame one may. not without
rcalbn object, That as well the
as all the otherLaws of-the Romans ,

by us
related, were not made for able Phy-
ftcians, whether Methodical, Empirical,
or Rational, but only for iuch popular
Empiricks, as afe Qpacks and Mounte-
banks; the Name of Phyftdan being not
■only given, to fuch vulgar Empiricks,
but even tothofealbo that were wont to
caftrate little Children, as may be ealily
feen in the Digc-fts and Coded as well of
Theodors as jMjlwian. And certainly it
is to be believed. That in them alone
the Ignorance of the Aft took place,
through occafion whereof, the Laws

■ again ft Phyftcians were ordained in Rome.
But this boolifhTort 'of Phyikians ought
indeed to* be ievereiy punifhed for rafhiy
intcrmedling inaMyftery of fo great im-
portance, as is the art of Healing, and
blindly ordaining Remedies at the peril
of their Patients Lives. Therefore I think
itycry wifely enabled in many Countreys
of that Inch Fellows are under
very great penalties forbidden to pradlifo,
cho J thebeEdidls are feldom or never exe-
cuted. And indeed, with great rcafon



docs Anneode Roberti fay of them, what
"Tacitns heretofore faid of Affrologcrs,
That they are A Generation of -people un-
faithful to the Enquirer, and fallaciotis to
thofe that hope 5 always forbidden in our
City, yet never expel?d. And the Compa-
ri ion of Koberti is but Icarce enough.
That the Knavifh Affrologcrs do nothing
elfe, but entertain the Curious with their
Jargon , feeding them with moff vain
hopes; and the vulgar Empiricks do ei-
ther with their filly Secrets, and idle prat-
ling, binder the Sick from taking Reme-
dies of able Phyficians, which Negledf
coifs them their Lives 5 or elfe they do
themfelves kill them with molf pernici-
ous Medicines.

And juftly, perhaps, were thofe pal-
try Knaves firft degraded , and after-
wards condemned in France , who, in-
ffead of curing King Charles the Sixth,
reduced him with their Remedies to fuch
an Efface,that there was Icarce any hopes of
his Life. But in my opinion, that valiant
King was not ovcr-conhdcrate, or coo
well advifed, to hazard his Life iu the
hands of fuch Quacks and Cheats; and he
fhould, at their firft offering to cure his
Dilfcmpersj immediately, and without
Experimenting their Remedies, or re-



garding their promiles, have puniihed
them for their Temerity and foolifhbold-
riefs? if it were not the ill Will, and
Craft of the fpitcful Phyficians of thole
times, which made things go fo ill with
thofe wretched Creatures.

_

But how (houM it ever be poffiblc for
either the people, or Magill rates, who,
for the moff part ilnderffand little or no-
thing thereof, to fettle the prabfife of
Phyfick by firm and durable Laws,
when the wifcfi and skilfullcfi Phyficians,
who with long Study, and much pra-
ftife have fearcned far into it, could ne-
ver arrive thereunto? The Inventor, as
’tis thought, or at Icafl the raoft ancient
Writer of Phyfick was and
he, as tefhfies Hippocrates , or whoever
elfe was the Anchor of the Epifile to Pe-
mocritus, preferibed many Rules to be
obferved in the prabble of Healing ; but
foon finding them not to be cxabl, moft
gently difpenfed with them. AtmV, faics
the Epiftolizer o{ Mfculapm, hrm^dUStt-

Therefore we may fay with the tofcanLyrick, that he
Solchi onde3 in rena eferiva in

vente.



Flows th* Waves , builds on the Sand y
and writes i° tlf. Wind,

■: ■ ■j‘t\ ‘ A * j ‘ • •■' .. I .y--’ j ~.■ r -

Who vainly wearys himfelf with la-
bouring after the efiablifhment of flich
Rules., And if any qne fhall defire. to
have this made clear unto him, I fhall
with the beft ordered Difcourfe I can, en-
deavour to demonftrate to him theKea-
tons thereof.

The Art of Medicine is at this day fb
greatly incrcafcd and advanced, that it
ieems to ftrive for Superiority with the
moff illufinous and mod noble Studies,
Its JurifdidHon to penetrate even into
the mod remote and extreme Confines
of Nature; whereas it was at find re-
trained within the narrow Limits of a
few Plants, as (to fay nothing of others)
is acknowledged by the ancient Interpre-
ter of Homer, H dffyla, hr&tKti Iv Cardi ol v,t ;

whereuntp agrees our Seneca • Medicina
quondam pmcamm fait Scientia Herba-
rium- Thus in that plcaianc, and above
all others, happy Age,

When Milk for food
Had the Infant Worldy whofe Cradle

was a Wood.



And then thofe firfi men lived free from
fear

Offcorching Feavers ,
thd > asyet hy Herbsy

Or Phyficks skill they mafflfied were.

Either becaufe they had then little need
of Phyfick, Firnfis adhuc , fchdifque cor-
poribm, & facili cibo

,
nee per artem, vo-

luptatemque corrupto : Or, becaufe Medi-
cine

, as all other (even the greated)
things here below was to take its rifefrona
very weak beginnings 5 men at that time
tiling Inch Remedies as they found out
cither by rchanee, or by obferving the
brute Bealls, ori by their own Indufhy.
Whence it is rationally to be believed ,

That Agenor and Chiron, held by fome
for the mod ancient ofall Phyficians,madc
ufe only of Plants in their Cures: The
Tyrians preferve their firfi fruits for Age-
nor, the Magncrians for Chiron, faid to
be the firfi that ever praHifed Phyftcf : Far
that by the ufe of Roots and Herbs they>
cured the Sick. And of Chiron, the Fin-
der out of the Chironian Panacea, or All-
heal^

Theheating Root wm Ccntaure, f& call'd -

From the fam'd Ccntaure Chiron, Sa-
turn’i

Who found 1 1 £rft. on fnowv Pol ion



Eufathm declares. Thatbeing wound-
ed in the Hand, or as Fhny would have
it, in the Foot, he found out the way of
Curingby Herbs. And to fay nothing ol
Mercury, who taught Vlyfes, as Hotter
fings the life of the herb Moly,

This faid, from tlf earth a Medicine
Mercury

T>ig'd up , and taught the ufe thereof
to me.

It appears, that Hercules, from whom
the Herculean Vanacea took its Name 9
cured only with Plants; as alfo did Ifis
and Ofris", and Apollo, and Arabics, and
Cadmus, and Bacchus, by whofe means,
as Flatarch tellsuupsp that mod powerful
and pleafant Medicine, Wine, was firft
found out, and brought into eucem; and
the great vertue of Ivy of marvellous ef-
ficacy in repairing the Evils caufed by
the too exedfive ufe of Wine, was made
known to the World : Bacchus , faith he,
was accounted an Excellent Fhyftcian, not
only hecaufe he found out the ufe of IE we,
•a mo[i pleafing fort ofPhyfcf, but for that
he alfo taught the ufe of Ivy, and caus'd
his Followers , in the midf of their Cups, to
crown their Temples with it, as being that.



whichby its coolnefs repels the Vapors from
the head. Herbsalone were) ikewife made
ufc of by JEfculapm,

the Inventor of the
Afclepian Panacea, with which, as Ni~
cander lings, he Cured lolas the Son of
IphicleSy

‘The. Phlegyan. AU-heal .firft Pa icon >

to°h.
As on the bankas it grew of a black Brooks
Which he to cure. AmphitruoV Grand*

child Ui'd.

And as his Commcntator rclates,he wass
Wont to ufe it in the Cure of his other
Patients: Afclepm was /aid to make. ufe of
this herb ( meaning All-heal') whowas the.
Son ofKorones the Sifter of Phlcgys, the.
Vhyfidan jEfculapius. And fo did Amirthaon and Melampus , who, as we read?
jn Diofcorides, made ufe of Hellebore in.Curing the Daughter of Kingpf.

Argives. Nor did Vodahrm or. Marchaon ur e an y thing but Herbs to heal theeWounds of the Grecian Army; and herf°re the Trojan War, Medea
, as Diodorus ••

cured with Herbs the,woundsoftJfoHj Atalanta
,

Laertes
>

and the The~-
Jpiades : Jafon, Laertes, and
they who were called the Tfjefpiades*, alpf



thefe they report were cured by Medea.
with certain Roots and herbs. And Tryphon,
according to Plutarch, highly extolled
and praiied the Ancients, «a«V? jco'fjK&V
hm sv7wu aTejKy. Whence they

, having
very often cried and proved their Medi-
cines, gave, as Manilm lings,the firft be-
ginning to the Art of Curing,

Experience through divers chances brought
Forth Art

, the way firji by example
taught.

But as Medicines were at firft but few
and fimple, foallpfqw and fimple ought
the Rules of Phyfick then to be; whence
by reafon of the Errors, whereinto Ex-
perience might cafily fall, it was ncccf-
fary, that ilich Rules, altho’ very few,
fliould frequently change, the'firft Me-
dicines daily changing and growing bet-
ter. Thus began the. Art of Phyfick at
the very firft to manifeft its Inconftancy.
But it did not long thus remain in the
hands ©f fimple pcrfons, ere Philofophers
began by degrees to .put in their fingers;
who at firft, as is to be believed, were
drawn thereunto by meer Curiofiry, and
a defire of fearching out the caufe of Me-
dicines 5 but by little and little advancing



and going forwards , they arrived at
length to this- y that blaming,.as incon-
hant, and perilous, 'the ancient fimplici-
ty of Curing, they laid the ftlit founda-
tion ofrational Phyfick. And although
Fufiuthim makes Fodalirw the hrft In-
ventor thereof, yet it feems, by what E~
Tifimuchm in Plato relates That this Ho-
nour ought to be attributed to his Fa-
ther Mfculapius j Our Fore-father dElcii-
lapius (as the Toets fay , and Ibelieve was
the firft that ever methodized the Art of

And therefore the whole Art ofPhyfick, is governed by that God. And he
had alio laid before this, The kpiowledg ofwhat agrees with the Tody in reference to
Fulnefs and Emptinefs, and he that diflin-
gtufres in thofe things the good and bad:

he is the mojl skilful Thyfdan,.
And he that makes fitch a change, that for
one Agreement there fall he- another ; and/

where there is not a Sympathy■> which ought
to knows how to caufe one, and takeaway that which was there before ,

he is to-
be accounted a good Artif. For whatever
Contraries there are in the body,

ought to-
he made to agree one with another 5 Cold
with Heat ,

Sitter with Sweety Dry vritk
Moif . Yet for all this, did not, thsv
■Mutations and Uncertainties of Phyftdc



hereby cealc, but rather multiplied more
and more :• and as the Pra&itioncrs were
various and difagrccing, fo it felf alfo be-
came various , and divided (as it were)
into athoufand parts.

But in the mean time RationalPhyfick
was in the ftridteft manner fo conjoyncd
to Philofophy, that it was ( as Celfws
avers) by the wifeff and mbft prudent
JLjHmators of things adjudged to be apart
thereof: and thus (it feems) it continu-
ed to the time of Herodotus

,
miftakenly

by fome called Trodicus. Now hc5 as
may be collected from what Plato relates
in his Difcourfe of the Gymnafmm, where-
of he was Matter, and firffMkiiflcr, ca-
ftially falling tick, through the neceifity,
he had at that time, applied himfelf with
great fervency, and tneuemoft of his en-
deavours, to the cultivating ofPhyfick,
and joyning it to the Gymnaftick, andpreferring it fome Rules, which he firft
found out by Reafon and Experience, be-
gan (it feems ) before all others to give it
feme form of Art. . And then it came by
little and little to lofe its ancient Familia-
rity with Philofophy; altho’ Celfus and
fome others are of opinion, that this hrft
hapned through the means of Hippocra-
tes. And from Herodim it feems, chat the



now-mcmlontdHij)pocratesih\s ScholarEu-
ryphomes, and others learn’d the cuftom of
treating icparatcly from Philofophy, the
things thatbelong to Phyfick. And altho’
home thought this a very gooda&, and of
great advantage to Phyfick, yet can it
not but appear to him, who fhallftri&ly
look into the truth of things, that great
Harm enfued thereby. Forafmuch as the
Philofophersnot at all regarding to meddle
with Phyfick, and the Pnyficians difcourP
ing grofly of its affairs, there remained
little or nothing of Rational, but the
Name. And to fuch an height did that
blameable Cuflom arrive, that their Suc-
cciTors pertinacioufly fee themfelvcs with
aJI their might to defend it; and being ob-
ftinate in their belief, endeavoured to
make all others give credit to it. And
Galen durft fay of Hippocrates , That he
had certainly (hewn great Wifdorn, in
that he would never intermeddle, as Fla-

afterwards did , in inveftigating the
Nature and Generation of the Qualities*of thole four firft Bodies, whereof the
Whole Mafs of the World, withallthings
therein contained, is judged to have been
framed and compofed ; faying, that fuch
a pifpnte belonged particularly to the
Philoiophers, and not to the Phyficians;



who have then fufficiently complied with
their Duty, when they arrive to know,,,
that the Healthfulnefs of Bodies is ingen-
dred of the Temperament or Mixture of
Heat, Cold, Mcifture, and Drought.
But what could ever be imagined more
hurtful and deftrudive to Phylick, than
this ?

Thus in trad oftime the Love ofWif-
dom decaying by degrees in thofe Phy-
ficians, that called themfelves Rational,
the Cornells about the ill-managed Phy-
fick fprang up more fierce and outragi-
pus than before: for whereas at firft their
concrafting one anothersSentiments, aim-
ed only at clearing the Truth, now be-
ing wholly plunged into Fadionsj and.
obfHnatc in their defigns, they never cea-
fed contending, brawling , and reviling,
one another, and railing in fuch a man-
ner, that the very firft Mahers and Inven-
tors of the Art were notdecure from their
Reproaches. Apollo eftcemcd heretofore
the God ofPhylick,was now Icofted at by
the foolilh people, and vulgar Troop of
Phyficians, who openly accufed him of
ha ving been a Pratler, and aßoafter; and
aboveallthey taxed him with Ingratitude -

y

bccaufe that having gained the Know-
ledg of Medicine fromdie Humanity and



Courtefie others, he afterwards de-
meaned himfelf io proudly and arrogant-ty, as if he had by his own Induftry with-
out any afhftance firft found it out. 1 hus
this crafty Cozener, to gaiathe greater ap-
plauie, and the more to advance his Glo-
ry, having learn’d the art from
who was an old Fox, began to play his
Pranks, and to act the Allrologcr, open-
ing a way to thole Tricks and Cheats,
by which the Multitude have ever fince
been deceived. Others, railed again 11
JEfculapim, who was himfclf alfo a God
of Phyikk, for his inconflancy, and little
KrmneS in curing ; and not.a few Cur-*
fes were alio bellowed upon him for his
in Satiable avarice : Foralmucb as he firft
C, l all, as ’ris reported, profaning the ve-
ncrablcand facred Art ofPhyfick, drawn
by filthy Lucre to cure for a price, fold to
a lick Prince a few Herbs and Rootsfor
an infinite Sum of money, whereby heyiftly merited to be afterwards Thunder-'
F ruck and burnt by Jupiter ior leaving
to poitcrity fo unfitting and abominable

Example. And befidcs this they fay,
yhat in all forts of Jugling 1 ricks and
Cunning Feats, he far out-ftrip’d his Fa-
ther and was therefore afterwardsbelieved by every body to prefide over



Auguries and the art of Divination. They
farther alfoadd, That by a thoufand Ini-
poftures and fubtil Artifices he perfwaded
others, as he did his Father, That he could
raiie people from the dead ? wickedly
thinking thereby to procure to himfelf
the Title of Divine. But to be brief, they,
in fine concluded, That Apollo knew
little or nothing of Medicine, and his Son
Mfculapm much lefs: wherefore doubt-
ing, that he could not pcrfe&ly teach his
Son his own Art, he caufed himfora long
time to be intruded therein under the
Difciplinc of Chiron. And he, after he
had fpent fo much Time and Study,
grew fo skilful, that in curing a little
Tooth ach he Was in danger to lofe his
Reputation, had he not in fine with a
quick" deliberation fet himfelf to draw
them, which if not performed , who
knows what might have befaln the Pati-
ent. And for his great Mafter Chiron

,

how could he cure others, who was not
able to cure himfelf*, but being acciden-
tally wounded by Hercules , refolved
wholly to refign his Life and Immortali-
ty to Prometheus, and fo bravely to rid
h imfelf out of all his Troubles ? And hence
we may plainly underhand, what Truth
there was in thole fo wonderful and in-



comparable actions , which lying anti-
quity of them. Thus peradven-
ture dothe fpiteful Contradidlors fable of
dicfe hrft Mahers; and that 1 alio may
at prcfent fpeak, what I think, it docs not
|ecm to me very dubious. That the firfl
Inventors of Phyfick among the Greeks
Were certainly but very fmall Profici-
ents therein» fince that in after-ages,
When the World with Time advanced in
every Art and Study, their witlefs Dif-
conrfes about it, demonPrated, that their
skill was yet littlctenough. And altho*
theygained a great deal of Fame and Re-
putation in all parts, yet ought we not
therefore the lefs to perfift in our Belief ,judging, that at the firft appearance of
Arts to the hmpie and growing World,
tne firfl: Operations of Phyfick appeared
Wonderful and Divine Inventions. And
this was much more eafie for Phyficians,.
tnan for any other Inventors; bccaufe

cheir moff confiderable Miftakes and
Errors being, as one faith, buried in the
lame Grave with thofe that were flain by
tnem ; and on the contrary, nothing ap-

, pearing of them, but their Experiments,how meanfoever, on the living by them
cured, they might without any great cp-
pofition cafily acquire immortal praife



and honour. Befides that, this certainly
happens in the moft wicked and infamous
perfons, who as they are crafty and ma-
licious, procure themfelyes every where
Favourers and Partakers 5 and being far
from true Wifdom, leave no Deceit or
Cheat. untried, whereby they may gain
efteem amongft die Dregs of the people.
It is therefore certainly tube judged,1 hat
they, whole Fame was fo much trumpet-
ted about, were mod crafty Juglers and
Mountcbancks. It is not here my Inten-
tion to alledge thofe numerous Examples,
which I could bring both from ancient
and modern Records; I will only not
leave unrelated, how it was anciently re-
ported, that Acron of Agrigenmm once
freed the City of Athens from a mortal
Plague, by the great Lights and Fires,
which he caufed to be kindled therein.
But that Fire alone cannot produce any
fuch effect, our ownEyes have certainly
and diffidently taught ns. The fame
thing is Hippocrates laid to have done in
his time. And Toxares alfo had after his
death Statues created, and Sacrifices offer-
ed to him with other Divine Honours;
becaufe that ( as Lucian tells us) at a time
when Athens was more than ever annoy-
ed, and even difpcopled by a raging Pcfti-



Icncc, he is faid ro have appeared to Jr-
dmcle, the Wife of a certain Areopagite y
and to have allured her. That, if the A-
themans would fprinkle all their Streets
With Wine, the Plague would prefcntly
ceafe ; which they having done, it fud-
dcnly fell out, as he had promifcd. But
here I find his ufual prudence wanting in
Kudan , who foolififiy believes it, and
phancies. That this might proceed from
the Vapors of the Wine, which, mix-
ing with the Air, purged it, and freed it
from thofe pefiilential Qualities that in-
hdfed it. But good God !if thefe Plagues
ceafed not, till that, after a long Defini-
tion and Mortality of the people, the
Malady had quite fpent it felf * why mud
we. fay, That this hapned through the
means of vain and helplefsRemedies, and
not rather through the wcaknefs and di-
minution of the Evil ? therefore it is cer-
tainly tobe judged, that the moft crafty
d,n d fubtile Quacks, knowing that the
1 urv of the Diftempcr was already fpent,

that it was in the wane, to gain them-
lelves Fame and everlafting Renown,cun-
ningly preferibed a Remedy, that fo the
peoples deliverance might be rather at-
tributed to them, than to the Nature of
the Inflation. An Artifice, which is even



at tliis day continually praftifed.by Phy-
sicians. But as for Mfculapm, he may
well reft contented with that Glory ,

which , for his having been the firft that
taught the World the Art ofTooth-draw-
ing, is rationally given him by the Ro-
man Oratory when he faith; ATculapius
was the firft that invented the drawing of
Iteeth : Altho5 the Cures wrought by him
are fa id to have been fo rare and won-
derful , and thole in fo many different
ways related, that as Sextus the Empi-
rlck wifely reflects, they may hereby have
been concluded to have been wholly Fa-
bulous : For our Hiiiorians going upon falfe
Suppositions , report , the Captain of our
Science ,

ATculapius, to have been touched
with "Thunder, not contented with a FiStion,which neverthelefs they varioufy transform.
Ste(ichorm reports, That JFfculapius a-
feended to the height ofhis Glory by ha-
ving, with his Medicines, reftored to life
fome of thofe that died at Thebes. But
Polyanthus lays, That JE fculapius grew fa-
mous, for that fome, who were by the
anger of Juno ftruck with Madnefs, did
by his means recover their Senfcs. And
Parrhafmi recounts, That he gained his
chief Repute by recalling Tyndarm from
death. And Staphylas affirms. That his



grcatcft Renown was gotten by his joyn-
ing together, and enlivening the fcattered
Limbs of Hyppolitm, whom his frightncd
Horfes had corn into an Hundred pieces.
But Phylarchw avers, That all his Hteem
and Honour was derived from his curing
of their Blindnefs the Sons of Vhinem.
And Telefarebus in fine will have him
placed among the Gods, bccaufe he at-
tempted to raife Orion from the dead. But
what Artifices, how loathfom and abo-
minable foever, did he leave untried, to
be held diligent and circumfpedl in curing?
He (iaith Celm Rbodigitm) would (where-
in he was alfo imitated by Hippocrates )

cventafte theExcrements of the Sick, as if
that were ncceflary to the finding out the
Gaufesof Diftempcrs* for which he was
afterwards by Arijlophanes in his Plums
Wittily called or Excrement,
eater, and we may better hit him home
by laying with our Alims Sineeras.

Ejfe idempoteris Merdicus & Medicus.

dlic above all, highly advanwgious to
wiapius, wereRiddles, Sorceries, Ora-

c|(-s, Sacrifices, and many other Snpcrfh*
tions and juglingTricks, which he made
ule ci to impofc upon the Belief of the



filly multitude-, feeding the Sick with cer-
tain hopes ;of their recovery , when he
only held them in fiifpenfe with his Talk.
An ufual Cufiom at that time of every
one, who would with any Commenda-
tions pra&ile Phyfick. And to fay no-
thing of Medea and many others, Me-
lamptts by fucli foolifh Artifices and Flim
FlamSj befides the greatFame he obtained
from a poor Fellow, as he was, together
with his Brother, became-moft Rick Prin-
ces and Sovereign Lords of two parts of
the Realm ofKing Prcetu-s, marrying his
Daughters, by him cured, whole names
(faies ApollodorvA ) were Lyfippe and Jphi-
anajfa;' but JEhan calls them Ekd and
Cele>?e, who’ either through the over-
much uieofWine, or by the procurement
ot the Queen 6t Gvprns falling mad, wc it
together with tiieir Sifter Iphinoe

, who
died before fhe could beenred, feeding oh
Grafs, and lowing like Cows about the
Valleys of Morea , and other Countreys.
Of thefe Virgil faith in his Bucolitks ■,

tVith Lowmgs vain thf Pncddcs
madr

Villall the neighbouring fields3 See.



But a Remedy was found out for their
Madrids by Melampm., who, as Viofcori-{les will have it, cured them with Blacky
hellebore ; altho’ Galen on far better
Grounds, judges that it was White Helle-
bore which wrought theLure. This Me-
thane Melampm hrff learn’d from the

faith Iheophrajhts* or rather from
die Goats, which, as Pliny writes, he kept,
'vho purge themfelves by feeding on Hel-
lebore. Ajtho’ fomc are of opinion, drat
Melampm cured thofe d iffrafted Ladies,
ppt with Hellebore

, but with the Milk ofGoats, hrft fed therewith 5 and others lay,diat it was not Melampm the Goatherd ,w ho reflored them to their Senfes, but
another Melampm called the Soothfayer.

Polyanthus as it is related by SextusmeEinpirick, and Eudoxus amoft ancient
Geographer in Stephanas attributes this to
■fcfculupius. But however this be, it isn°t to be doubted, but Melampm5 after
niany long Ceremoniesaccompanicd with
uaenfices, and other Supcrfhtrons, caufed
tncic dihrafted Ladies to be firft walkedjnthat famous Fountain of Arcadia , cab
fed Chtorius ; wherefore in memory there-of there were engraven in Marble thofe
Witty Verfes, related by Ifogonus a molt
indent Writer, concerning Waters.



Wherefore after this, a Debate'' arofc
amongft Writers, differently judging of
this Cure: Some attributing it only to
the Sacrifice and Bath, others to the Hel-
lebore \ but certainly, as far as we can per-
ceive

,
that both the Medicines were

made ufe of by Melampus: Pythagoras fay-
ing thus in Ovid:

Who once has quench’d his draught at
Clitro’i Well)

flies Wine, and drinks unmixed waterm
Whether the water bear a fecret Feud
Ho Wine

, or as the Shepherds there re-
port

How Amithaon’s Son, when from the
Harms

Of raging Madnefs , he by herbs and
Charms

Hadfree'd, he flungth' Infections of their
mind

Into the Welly where it has (lill remain'd
behind.

To which Cuftom, the Homer of Fer-
rara perhaps had refpeft, when he made
Aftolfo feveral times wadi his mad Or-
lando in the Sea, before he gave him to
drink the Liquor he had received from
Heaven to cure him.



Adolfo caus'd him to he /even times
waft'd.

And under water to be 'plung'd /even
times,

So were his face and all his members
cleanfed

From that fame filth,
that had him fi

befrenfied.
But Melampm not content with thcfe

filly Tricks only, to render his Cures
more famousand remarkable, brag’d, as
may beleen in Synefins,that he was skilled
in the Interpretation Of Dreams, proceed-
ing thence to Soothfayings, and givingall
men to underhand. That Apollo had en-
dowed him with the Art ot Divination,and that he having bred up in his houfe
certain Serpents, they had in the dead of
the Night, when he was aileep, lick’d
his Ears, whereat he, fuddenly waking
for fear, found at Day-break, that he
underhood the Language of all Birds.
As Apollodorm, relates, fpeaking of Me-
lampivs. Not any Art then had ever, I
believe, fo much Commerce with Lyes,
Fraud, and Superftitions, as the My fiery
ofPhyfick, which fo manifefily appears
tp every one, who has but the lealt la-
fight therein, that it is not ncceilary for



me at prelent to trouble my felf any
farther about it. Yet will I not forbear to
glance a little at the ftrange and ridicu-
lous Ceremonies, which the Ancients
tiled in gathering of Plants, to the end
that by the ignorant people their Medi-
cines might be efteemed more wonderful
and regardable. Piony could not be ga-
thered in the day-time, for fear of lofmg
prefently their Sight, if theyfhouldchance
to be Teen by a Jay. He that would dig
Up was obliged to have a care
ofacontraiy Wind* and before he be-
gan to dig for it, he made about it three
Circles, and afterwards pluck’d it out of
the ground, holding his Face cowards the
Weft; but while he pulled it up, another
was to go round about him, skippingand
fneering, and uttering, I know not what,
undecent and oblcene Speeches; as theo'
fhraftu* relates in thefe words, they who
go about to cut the Mandrake, let them
take care ofa contrary wind, and make three
Circles firji with a Sword, then let them
dig looking to the Weft.

But with far greater Ceremonies was
the Baara

, which feme will have to be
nothing elfe, but the very fame Man-
drake Jigcd up by the Ancients. They
firft threw upon it the menftruous Blood



or Urine of Women, then having remo-
ved the Earth from round about it, they
tied a Dog to the Root, who, being, cal-
ledby his Maher, in running, pluck’d it
up, and prefencly fell down dead. This
is thus related by Jofephus the Jew » That
part of the Valley which encompaffes the
City to the North,

is called Baaras* That
place bears a Root of the fame Nairn : In
Colour it is like the flame of Fire ; . and in
the Evening rafts forth a kind ofLightning,
It willnot be touched by thofe that go about
topull #, but flies away ; nor is there any
way but by cafting upon it either
the Vrine or McnftruumV of a Woman.
And then alfo it is deathto them that handle
*t, unlefs by fortune the perfon that carrys
the Root , fo carrys it

, that it may hang
down out -of his hand. But it is taken up
another way without any danger3. and that
is this : They make a Circle about the
for the hidden partofthe Root is the jhorteft;
then they tye a Dog to it, when the Ma-
fter calls him* away, eaftly pulls it up: Bit
the Dog immediately dies

,
as being a kind

ofRevenge for offering violence to the Root,
for after that., there is no danger to any body
that takgs it up.

An Account much like to this is given
by Elian in his Hiflory of Animals, con-



cemingthc digging up of the Cynofpajius.

The name of the Plant is Cynoipaftus,
which is alfo calledthe Bright-lhine. Now
you mud know, that all day this Plant is
snot to be feen, but at night it (hines like a
Star , and glitters like Fire. Therefore
marking the place diligently inthe day time,
they go away, and come again the next
night, and thenfeeing the mark, which they
left there. But the Boot is neither to be cut
nor pull’d up -, for they report, That the
fiffi, who, through ignorance ofits Nature,
touch'd it, foon after penned, Therefore
they take a Dog that has been kept hungry
for nine days together4 which done, they
bring theDog to thatpart of the Root next
the earth, and then faften the Dog and the
Toot together , with a Rope tyed with
4 ftrong Knot: then returning a good di-
fiance of} they throw upon the ground Seve-
ral morfels of Meat, which the Dog Smel-
ling, and prefs’d by hunger, pulls with all
his force to get at the Meat, and fo at laji
plucks up the Root. But if it happen, that
the Sunfee the Root, the Dog dies immedi-
ately, and they bury the Dog in the fame
place, ufhtg certain facred Ceremonies over
the dead body of the Dog, as having diedfor
their fakes 5 for then they may be bold to
touch and handle the Plant, and carry



it home ; where, as they report, they jnahg
ufe offer many profitable Advantages.

Nor Id's vain and .ridiculous were the
Snperditions, tiled by the Ancients in
digging up’the Panacea, as IhecphrafiS
relates. And of Ellebore and many other
Plants there is fuch a number of Fables re-
ported as well by the lame Theophrafus ,

asby T>iofcorides and Pliny ,
that if I would

relate them one by one, I Ihould fcarce
come to an end..

But above all to be admired were the
mod: tedious and vain Ceremonies, uled
by the Prieftefs of the Me of Lemnos, in
gathering the fealed Earthy as they are
related by Galen who being an Eye-wit-
nels5 made an Elegant Delcription there*
of. To which Artifices alfo the moll:
witty Ariofto alluding, intrainees the
chaft Ifabella,

making the drunken Sara-
cen believe, that rhe had a never-failing Se-
cret for the rendring ; a man invulnera-
ble, and to gain the more Credit to her
allertion, envelloping it in abundance of
Cautions and Conditions in this Dilcourle
to Rodomont:

I know where an herh growsy which Ihave
"fien, '

VVhich being hoild with hy and with Kite



Over an eafte Fire ofCyprefs-wood^
‘Then prefTd between a fpotlefs Virgins

hands,
A Liquoryields that hard'nsfo the
That neither fire nor Steel can do it

harm.
Three times anoint your body with this Oyl,
And you (hall be a month invulnerable.
But then the Venue ceafes,

then again
Lou muftagain anoint , &c.

But leaving thefe things to perfons
more at leifure than my felf, and return-
ing to our former Difeourfe, it is almoft
incredible, how the firft Inventors of the
Art were dandred and back-bitten by the
Envy and Malice of thole Phylicians,
who more than the reft wounded the
Reputation oiMelampns, giving out, that
he was the firft, who, to the Ruine of
the World, brought forth the evil and
troublefom ufe of Purges 5 and that, if it
fell out well for him in the Cure of Tra-
m's Daughters, it was more by good
Luck, than any prudentFore-fight of his.
But to let alone Melamptis for the prefenr,
and to return from whence we digrefled,
itislikclv, perhaps, that long before Ffe-
rodiem's Medicine was feparated from Phi-
lofophv, fince we read in Bercdttus. the



Prince of the Grecian Hiftory, That therc
Were exceeding ancient Schools of Phy-
ficlc in Cyrene and Crotona, to which the
often by us mentioned Democides gave
very great Repute, by whole means, as
the fame Author relates, the Crotonians
gained the Honour to be efteemed the
moft excellent Phyficians in the World.
But it is to be believed, that Empirical
Phyfick was at firft taught in thofe Schools;
and that likewile there divided into diffe-
rent Opinions, caufing divers Factions.
The fame thing alio hapned in Rhodes

, ia
and Gnidos, where Eurifontes , or

whoever elfc it was, publifhed thofe fa-
mous Sentences, that were afterwards cal-
led Gnidian, which Hippocrates oppofing
in his Writings, there arofe the firft Con-
teft, that was ever fecn upon paper be-
twixt Phyficians, or at leaft the firft that
afterwards came to our Knowledge.
And as for the other Difputes of thofe
tjmes, Hippocrates gives us an Account of
fome of them in thefe words; In acute
Hifeafes fo various are the Sentiments of

that often times what one pre~
feribes ,as mod helpful, others forbid as
harmful: And for this reafon the Art ofPhxfickjsught to be efteemed very (He to that
ofVivinatm ybtcaufe the Phyficians behave



themfelves juft like to Soothfayers, fome of
which wiH have the fame Bird, ifappearing
on the right hand

,
to be an Augury of good

Luc\} but if on the left , of bad. But
othersagainhoId the contrary. Now who-
foever deftresto be more fully informed
concerning fudi Difpnces and Contefts
among Phyftcians, let himread the Com-
ment of Galen upon the aforefaid Teft:
of Hippocrates, and I queftion not, but
he will there find abundant latisfaftion.
Nor ought we hereto pals by unobferved
what Hieronymus Cardanus flilpe&s, that
the Book, which goesunder the name of
Hippocrates^ concerning the bringing forth
of C hildren in the feventh Month, is, as
he faies, For fan Eurifontis, nulla ex parte
Hippocrateitf/eriflr#, ft ex unguibus Leone
at in Troverbio eft) cognofcere mihi concef
fum e(l. Hippocrates then muft needs have
rallied all his Forces, when he contended
with one, between whom and himfeif
there was, if we may believe Cardan,

In value none, or little difference.
And perhaps with levcral others, ofno

kfs parts than Eurifintes of whom by
rcafon of all-devouring time, which has

Con fum'd their bodies , and their Works
yconceahd, I



I cannot at prcfent give any account.
But the famous Hippocrates publifh'ed his
Works in chat place, who, although he -
fhewed fo much Virtue, as made feme
think, that Nature and Art ftrove toge-’
rher toperfeefiooate in him the Idea ot a
fmoft skilfulPhyhcian; yet could they net’
render his Docbine fo clear and warrant-
able, bnt that it was lifted, deprefled, and
confuted hrIf by and afterwards •
by by Praxagoras, by Erophi

by Philotimus , by End emitr, and chief-'-
ly by Chryfipp and bis ScholarErafftrd- •

who was held in fuch efteem for Phy-
lick, that he was by many able men judgf
ed equal to JEfculapim. And certainly’
from thofe few Fragments, which by
fbme, who have written again ft him,
have been preferved out of his 'many
Works, it is fußßcicntly clear and mam-
fell, That Erafiftratus was no lefs a m6ft:
hibtil Philofopher, than a mod Excellent
Phyfician. He was exceedingly -free in -

philpfophizing, andfo great a lover of tire- ’
Fruch, that he often preferred it before his *

GrandfatherAriftotle£c his School, openly
faying, that the Teripateticks had eftablifti- 1 -

ed i othirig folidly about Natural Things. 1-Wherefore his Opinions were for iorne’ '
Ages received -with greet Ifteem raid YU'



Deration by Philofophers and Phyficians
of more than ordinary worth. And al-
tho’ they did not life much Blood-letting
( which is wont not a little to diminifh
the Eftccm of Phyficians amongil the
Vulgar ) yet their Fame never dagger-
ed, infbmuch that even in the time of Ga-
len and afterwards, their Se<d was held
in far greater Repute, than any other.
Yet was not all this diffident to rdirain
the Rage of other Fadions, that role up
againfiit under the Standards of Nefithe-
us an Athenian , of Ciems,

called alfo
and of many others, ail efieemed

in their times excellent Heads, and Foun-
ders of divers other ancientScds ofRati-
onal Phyfick.ln the mean time the never
fufficicntlypra IfedEmpedoc/esjiOIcfsfublime
a Poet, than Philofopher, doubting, that
he fhould not otherwife be able to infufe
into Aaron his Scholar, evident and indis-
putable Arguments for the Mutations of
Nature, wholly forfook the Rational,
and with his utmofi Endeavours applied
himfclt folely to advance the mofiancient
Empirical Phyfick 5 which was afterwards
brought to perfection by Thilinns

, Sera-
pon, and other molt famous Phyficians,
whole Followers always Prove to mine,,
and reduce to nothingall the other Seds.



Normtiftl conceal,thatT(?mc arc of Opi-
nion, Thai Acron gave thc firfi Beginning
to Empirical Phylick, whilft others fay.
That FhiUnm the Son of Erophilns , and
fomevet, That Serapion was indeed the
Inventor and Founder thereof.

Thus by degrees were the different
Companies of Phyficians multiplied, eve-
ry one withall his force contending to
defend his own Party, and overthrow
the reft, when in the time of Vompey the
Great, there (prang up with Afclepiades-
another moft famous, and mod illuflrious
Fadion. This not only afeended to a
fublime degree of Eloquence, as Tome
vainly think 5 but prevailed much aifo
both in Philofophy and Phyfick, as may
well be gathered' from the Writings of
Celm and others, who report
fome of their Sentences.

Butlmylelf am at laft grown weary
of turning over fo great a variety of Fa-
ctions and Schools 5 which fince I have
purpofed to recount, palling over at pre-
sent the dels Famous, I fhall only touch
upon the more confiderable, as I have hi-
therto done; and in the mean time I muft
beg your excule, if to bring my intent, I
fhall be fomewhadong in my Dilcourlc.
I lay then,following my begun Harangue,



That not far from, or even in the very
time of Pompey the Great, again ft both
the Empirical and Rational Phyfick,
Parted up Thennfm with his new Inven-
tions, who, as he rejected the Sentiments
ot all others, fo would alfo give his School
a different Name, calling it from his brief,clear, and well-ordered Difcourfe, Me-
thodical.

But thisalfodid the moil Eloquent An-
tomus Mnfa,

the Scholar of "Tkemifon, no
left by his own Learning and Indufiry ,than by the Authority of Octavius C<efary
caufe, ProteUs-iike , to change its Form.
Yet was'it not long for all this, ere the
Methodical Se6l got up again by the af-
fiftanceof VetlimVakns ,

Phyfician to the
Emperor Claudius , and Gallant to his
Wife the Empreft Mejfalina. Afterwards
it mounted to an exceeding height, being
in a great meafure reftored by ‘Thejfulus,
Phyfician to Nero, who would therefore
have arrogated to himfelf all the Glory of
inventing it, as may be feen in that Epi-
ftle, which he writes to the fame Empe-
ror, wherein he begins to fay thus; I ha-
ving rinw eftabhfhed a new Sc#, which alone
has frjl difeovered all "Truth: forafmuch as
all thofe ,

who have heretofore fracti fed
could not find out any thing that



v>as available eitherfor the ci.ring ofDifeci
feSj or the preferving ofHealth. And in
fine, this SeCt Was not long after com-
pleated, and brought to perfection by So-
ranm of Ephefm.

But of how happy a wit, and of what
profound Knowledg the Inventors cf this
ibrt of Phyfick were, with the whole
Company of innumerable Followers, we
may partly perceive by what is related in
thole Books of Celias thatare
come to our bands; and alfb by what
Galen, and other Authors have written of
them, tho’ fpaiingly enough. And cer-
tainly 'lhemifcn was Efficiently commend-
ed by and hisName adorned with
the glorious AdjunCt of ChiefPhyfician.
And Ihejfalus by his Sagacity and AdvF
fednefs wrought himfelf fo »far into the

; good Grace and Favor of the Emperor
a Prince (tho’ extream cruel, yet)

: very intelligent, that he became his inti-.
: mate and familiar Friend; and got fo
much the betterofthe Phyficians, hisCo-
ntemporaries, that he deferved to have en-
graven on his Sepulchre that famous Fi-
ler iption And a famous Phyfi-
cian of our time, altho’ a Rat'onal and
Galenift ,

could nor C as it is related by
Trofper Aljinns) forbear in [peaking of



him, to {ay thus much to his Commenda-
wifh the Books he wrote dc Com-

munitacibus & Synchrcticis, were now ex-
tant: for by the Fragments which feme have
cited,

he appears to be a mod acute and
learned Author.

But whither 1 do find my Cclf trans-
ported, without having made mention
of the mod famous Clinics of Marfeiltes ,

who, in defpite of Thejfalws, and all other
Methodifts, gave. beginning to another
fort of new Phyfick, never before heard
of ? And why amongft fuch an heap of
Phyficians do I let pais the moft wary
Charmit, who was alfo ofMar and
Founder of another new and ftrangc way
ofCuring. This man was endowed witfi
fuch high and noble parts, that he intro-
duced his new and marvellous Dodhinc
into Rome with moil happy Prefagcs, and
to fuch an height arrived the Belief of his
rigorous and itrange Inventions, that in
a (mall time the chief of the Senate were
at his difpofal. They governed Fate, fakh
Pliny of the {aid Phyficians, Into which
City fuddenly Charmis got , coming from
Maffilia, and not only condemned the former
Phyficians, but alfo perfwaded his Patients
to bathe in cold water in the midd ofwinter:



( O the Efficacy of the Art of Medicinal
Perfwafion, to which all other force of
Eloquence mutt of neccffity give place )

He plunged his fick. patients into La\es of
cold water 5 and we have feen ancient per-
fons ofConfular dignity jhivering and chat-
tering with their teeth, even to oftentation.
Thus fprang up, and continued Phyfick
until the time of the mod curious Clau-
dius Galen of Fergamut , whole Fame is
known to every one. He, joyningtohis
natural difpofition, Geometry) Autono-
my ,

Logick, and all other Sciences ,

which he judged eitherufeful, or nccefTary
to aPhyfician, and being encouraged by
the perfwaflons of his Father, who, as
Ire himielf tells us, was {Emulated there-
unto by variousDreams and Vifions from
the Gods, underwent molt grievous fati-
gues by realbn of his continual Labours
and Watchings, undertaking long and
difficult Voyages) fubjed: to many, and
thole not ordinary Dangers,that he might
attain to a more than ulual Eminence ki
that Art, wherein he caufed himfclf to be
inftruded by the mod famous Matters of
thole times, if we will give credit to his
own Relation about it. But he indeed
was not crafty and malicious, as Tome
other Greek Phyiiaans, but fincere, and



of very great Morality. In matters*
of Philofophy he would never tyehim-J
felf to the opinions of any ether, always
declaiming again (I that Cuffora, asblamc-
able, and unworthy a Phiiofopher * and
protefted, That in following the do-
cuments of Hippocrates (whom he always
regarded as the chief and principal Ma-
her of the Art) that he did not lookup-
on his words, as proceeding from a cre-
dible Evidence, but from a Dcmonftra-
toronly, that is, That he did not give
any Credit to the hayings of Hippocra-
tes, but to the Reafons brought by him.
And therefore, where he could conveni- -

ently do it, he failed not now and then
maiicioufly to difeover home of his ble- •
mifhes; blaming him fometimes, as no
great Obferver of the propriety of Lan-
guage; and other whiles as extremely
dark, and obfeure, fayihg. That he often
entred into Labyrinths without knowing
the way out again, and that by his te-
dious and vain Stories he fometimes re-
peated the fame thing over and over again,
not obferving the ordinary Method of
Difcourfe: and inline he foibore not to
fay. That he was mean, and pittiful;and
confuted in his Talk. Nay, fo great an
affection he always bore to Truth, that



where it was convenient for him to do %he fnarles, and carps at as well the anci-
ent Phyficians, asthofe of his own time,altho’ they were of very great Repute
and notwithftanding feme of them had
been before very highly extolled by him*-
fell for their skill and Knowledge. He
Unmcafurably jeers Afclepiades, callinghim the Wonder- talking Phyfoian, Empty-
Patey teady, and ohftinatey faying, That
he underfloodLogician d Fhilojophy as much
as the Afs and Ox do playing on the Bag<•

pipe
, and that he was fometimes plainly out

of his wits. Hcaccufes Archigenes of
Words, faying, That heoften roams about,
never keeping to his matter; and that he
is alwayschildiihly bufying himfelf in the
idle Toys ofDefinitions. He exceedingly
bcfpatters HerophiIm, whom hecalls Coz-
ncr, Juglcr, and riotous fellow. And in
the like manner he dealswith Erafiftratus*
affirming him to be obfeure and confufed
rn his Sentiments. But this is nothing to
the Blows he gives ‘Thejfalm and Julia-
rim; calling the firftMad-man, and Tlhef-
fahan-AJs, faying, That he was bred up
by his Father amongft Women, who card-
ed Wool; and giving thefecond, whom
he makes another Therfoes, the Title of
Apifti-feliow, and brazen-fac’d Conjurer,J I*l *



likening him in fine to Mfoff Aft. And Ifb far did he fuffer himfelt to be tranf-
ported with this vain blah, that he brake
forth at laft into moft horrid and impious
Blafphemies, foolifhly depriving GOP!
of his Omnipocency, and fharply repre-
hending Holy Mo/es for having attribut-
ed it to him, ridiculoufly fcoffing at the
Dodrines of Mofes, and our everblefled
Redeemer CHRIST JESUS, and
impudently daring to equallize the Ob-
flinacy of the Medicinal Seds to the lau-
dable and invincible Conftancy of thc|
Chriftian Saints; and yet Galen lived in
an Age, when there was fcarce any place
in the World, but was continually illu-
minatedby the Miracles, which were eve-
ry where wrought by the Teachers of
our Holy Religion; Nor could he but
have heard of that mod famous
obtained by Marcus Aurelius over the
Marcomami through the moft fervent
Prayers of the Chriftian Legion , called
afterwards from the Effed, that followed
their Petitions, Legio julminans : whence ■it proceeded, that by the Imperial Ed id
a was put to the cruel Perfection of
the Chriftians, and lev ere Penalties ap-
pointed to be inflided on thofc that ftiould
accufc them, or inform againft them;



Upon which account alfo was ere&ed that
1 famous Turretor Column in which
referring even to our days the Records of
fignallizcd Virtue, is admired by ail a-
tnongft the Wonders of that glorious
City. This Conradm Cefner Coniidcring,

could not ( however unreafonably parti-
al for him ) forbear faying i Rajhly and
hnpioujly does Galen refufe the Schools ofChrij? and Mofes,

as founded upon no De~
! ftonfiration, as ifthe Miracles which are loth

I Numerous and ofwhich we read both
Ify the old and new ‘lejlament

, did not ex-
ceed all VemonJlratm. Nor doth he
here make a hand, but proceeds with
many other very grave Exprdlions to
reprovehim. But to return from whence
the zeal of Piety and Religion hadtrans-
ported me. After Galen^

But few or none fo faradvanc'd in Fame,
Few ornone of any greatrepute were feen
mPhyflck : forafmuch as within a little
while after the true and perfect Method of

\ Philofophy, whichalready began by dc-
grees to decay, fell totally from itspriftinc
fplendor,and fwervingfrom its right path,
thole Baftard-philofophers fet at naught
the true Knowledge of the Caufcs of Na-
tural Events, and contenting them-



fclves only with limplc Logick
, or to

lay better, withwitleS Sophillry, fooliflit
ly followed the phantaftical Chimera's
of Terms, and prattle,wherewith calling:
as we life to fay, dull: in the eyes of the
Multitude, they made them think Glow*
wormsto be Lanthorns, and would make
every one believe, That they knew all,
when in Natural things, itreannot certain-
ly be affirmed, that they knew any thing.
But in fine this vain Ibadow of Philofor
phy, finking together with the Majdly
of the Roman Empire gave the lalt
plunge, drawing with it alfo Phyfick, as
may be feen in the Books of Oribajim,

Haulm, of Maim
,

Alexander Hralliams ,

Attuarmsy Thilotheus y, and other Authors,
who fearce did any thing elfe,. but col-
lect, compile, and fomecimes unskillul-
fnlly tranllate the Writings, of,others.
But in them we may yet fee, altho* not
fo much at large,theufual Conceits of the
Art, cfpecially in who, being
bolder than the tell, more than once
manifestly oppofes Galen

, and be*
fides, prudently enough avers, That it is
indeed a wicked thing, not to contradict
Galen when the Truth requires it.



r And it has always been obiervcd, that
as men have been more or left addided to
Philofophy, proportioaably more or left
frequent have been the Cornells and
Wranglings ofPhylicians; which is a ma-
jpifell lign, that theft Controverlies pro-
ceeded from mens more or left examining
the defeds of the Art.

But at lall through the extreme Negli-
gence of the Greeks , who took no care
to copy them, together with the choiceft
pieces of Philofophy, and other Sciences,
were 101 l the moll excellent Volumes, till
that time extant of Phylick; which were

#n the time of Galen grown to llich a
number ,

tliat the very Reading, as he
tells us, of the good and ufcful Books of
Medicaments would have employed a
man all the days of his life. And the
famediialler did then happen to the Books
of Phylick, as the Great Bacon ofVimlam
obierves to have befain thofe of Philofo-
phy, which being carried along by the
rapid dream oftime, as by an over-flow-
ing River, the lighter only fwam on thesop, whilfl the weightier, and thofe of
Rreater value fank down to the bottom.
Thus together with Philofophy did Phy-
fickremain depreft’d, when the Arabians,
Who having forfaken their anxient Faith,



to followthe impious do&nnes otMahomet,
and rebcllioufly withdrawn themfeives
from thejunTdiction|ofthe Roman
had with vi&orious arms taken and ran-
fack’d very many rich Provinces of Afia,
Africa, and Europe, finding by chance
•amidft the prey and fpoil they got in
Greece, fome Books, applied themfeives
with more than ordinary fervor, to the
Study $ and lighting on the Works of
Arijiotle, and ibme of his Commentators,
as aifo on thofe of Hippocrates, and Galea,
they equally attended to profit themfeives
both inPhilofophy andPhyfick: Butbeing
fomewhat of a fervile and fupcrftitious
temper and difpoficion, they dtirft Icarce
ever look into the Book of Nature, and
(catching therein for the Truth of natu-
ral Things, curioufly examine and en-
quire , whether , what they had them-
klvcs experimented, did pun&uallv agree
with what thofe learned men had before
deferibed > but like a poor flock of Goats,
they unwifely, if not madly followed
them as Guides, blindly retaining all the
parts ofPhyfick, and especially Anatomy,*
juft as they found it: whence through the
fault of thcTranflators, or perhaps ofthe
Originals themfeives, they ran intomany
Errors. Notwithftanding from thofe,



{mall and dusky Lights of Philofophy
they contradcd io much Spirit, that they
dared ever in matters of very great im-
port to front both the Grecian Mahers 5
on one hde, to fay nothing of other mat-
ters, retraining the life of Phlebotomy,
and on the other as much enlarging it by
letting even Children blood, little or no-
thing regarding that Galen and Hippocra-
tes had manifctUy taught the contrary }

againft whofc Sentiments aKb they ufed
Purgations, where there were no Inflam-
mations, the Humors in the Diftempers
being yet crude. Bcfidcs this, they made
life of Cajfia , Manna,

Kheubarh, and other new Drugsnot here-
tofore known tothe Ancients. They in-
vented new ways of compounding Me-
dicines, and having, 1 know not whether
from Egypt, or elfewhere gotten fbmc Vo-
lumes of the moft ancient Chimiftry, en-
deavouring according to their ability to
reflorc it, they enriched the Shops with
many ftrangeand unufual Compositions}
and fomc of them al!o with the lame Art

to philofophize about the things
appertaining to Phyfick. Whence their
Prince Avicen departed fo far from the
heps of asoccafioned Pietro Mcfjlt
( not without reafon) to fay; that the



Frattife and manner ofcuring ufedby Avi-
cen, Ufo far different from that 0/Galen,
and the Ancients , that it feems quite and'
<ther thing.

But the Arabians not content to have
deviated from the path, kept by the Gre~
dan Mahers, often alfb afkuked Galen
with the fame Weapons of Reproaches
and Contumelies, as himfelf had former-
ly ufed to vilifieand difgrace the moft an-
cient Phyficians.Andamongff the rcttAvi-
cen inTerms certainly vilknous, and bar-
barous, faies, That the difeourfe oiGalen
is contrary t® that of Hippocrates , and
that it is full of infinite Errors, and im-
pudent Lyes; and that he caff his Eyes
onlyon the Branches and Sprigs, never
prying into the Roots of Sciences 5 that
he had little or no Wit, or Sagacity in
any thing 5 and that profdling himfelf a
Philofopher, he neverthclels ufed childifh
and vulgar Reafons. Whereupon that
famous Galen iff Vallefm exclaims thus;
Avicen in many things on purpofe differsfrom Galen, contradicting him arrogantly,
not only in but practical Opi-
nions.

After him followed Averroes , who not
only blames, and vituperates Galen but
alio feverely reproves his own Country-



man Avicen , exceedingly wondring at
his having taken for his Guide a Gredan
Babler, who was not ot parts diffident,
ever to arrive at the Knowledge of Na-
tural things. Whercuntohe adds, That
Galen was fo weak and unskilful a Lo-
gician, that Syllogilms framed ‘by Mm ,

Were often found falfe in their principles,
and faulty in their figures, and that his
difconrfe was like to the idle Talk and
Quibbles of Buffoons and Jeffers. Nor
were the Arabians lefs contentious, and
divided among themfclves, than the
Greeks had formerly been, altho’ they did
not after the manner ot thofe, feparate
therafelves into parties, as may be cafiiy
difccrned in the Works ofKhafts y Avicen,

Averroes, and other their Wliters. And
thus they v/ent continually on, philofo-
phizing, and advancing in their Studies,
when by the command of the Caliph, and
other Mahometan Princes, their Schools
were all fhut up, and goodLearning pro-
hibited; and this by reafon of the barbarous
Government, they having long obfervedj
that the Sciences, cfpeciaily Philoibpby,
opening the Eyes of the peoples Mind,
made them eafily perceive the ridiculous
Forgeries, and childifh Simplicities of the
Alcoran : Wherefore with Philofophy,



Phyfick alfo decayed in an inftant among
the Arabians, and all Literature gave up
the Ghofl. But before this came to pafs,
by the means and diligence of the Em-
peror Charles the Great, the Arabian Au-
thors together with thofe few Greeks,

which were then publilhed in Arabic
were Tranflated into Latin howeverbar-
barous and unpolifh’d, fuch as was ufed
in thofe moftunhappy times. And thus
in afflidled and defolate Italy began the in-
terrupted, and decayed Studies ol Phyfick
to rife up again. But how violently then
of a hidden the Contefts and Difputes- of
the Italian Wits were awakened, he that
is defirous to know, may read in Pietrod'
jitbanO) Gentile da Foligno , Taddeo, and
Nicola Fiorentini, Dina, and Tomajfo dal
Garbo ,

Giacomo da Forli
,

Vgoda Siena,

Giacomo delle Partly and may other Wri-
ters.

But afterwards the purity and elegancy
of the Tongue being in more quiet
times arrived atfirfl in our moil delight-
ful Countrey of Italy , and then in'n' c
other provinces of Europe, and the mel-
lifluous Greek Language coming about
the lame time from Greece, then for the
moil part fubjugated and harraflcd by the
Ottoman Princes, Phyfkians began by



little and little to read the Greeks Authors
in their primitive Idiom, faithfully' tran-
llating them from their Original into La-
tin. And then more fiercely than ever
Iprang up the Cornells of Phylicians,

i which grew exceeding hot between thole,
who on the one fide would follow their
Galen and Hippocrates, and others, who
on the contrary in defence of the Arabi-
ans vigoroufly oppofed the Grecian Au-
thors. And becaule there are yet to be
found in the hands of the Curious feme
of their detracting Writings, I have
thought it not anliis, out of one of them,intituled,Nobilis Socii Sulodienfis prtkertatia
pro Arabian,

&probernm medic orum tutda
,

as briefly as I may, and by way ofAbridg-
ment.to rchcarfe feme things, which may ,
ferve as a Sample ofthe reft.

This Treadle, altho’ it undertakes the
i defence of the Barbarian Phylicians, yet

appears not in the leaf! to be barbaroufty
Written; and the Author thereof icemsto

! pc to bean able man, and very well feat
in the DoffinejdfGa&n and
wheteof joyning together many Senten-
ces, he with exquiflfe artifice frames long,
and well-ordered diicourfes- He begins
ingenuoufly, and with a mind free from
patiion, induced, as he laics, by the love



of Truth alone to contend with certain
Phyficians of his own Time, who, either
to fhew themfelves skill’d in the Learning
of the Greeks, or through the over-much
affedion they bare the Grecian Authors,
or tolet others fee, that they walked not
in the common Road, made it their pro-
feffion to oppofe, as the Proverb has it,
the Pandeds, and vilifying,and contume-
lioully treating the Arabian Phyficians,
endeavoured on the contrary with the
higheft praifes to extol the Grecians unto
Heaven. And it feems, that their firff
Motive thereunto, was only the fecret ill
Will, Anger, and Spight, which they
bore towards mofi barbarous and foreign
Nations; which they fo far improved,
that: contrary to the exprefs Laws of
good Manners, and the precepts of their
own Mafier Hippocrates ,

they impudent-
ly belched forth againft them the greatefi
Villanics, that the Malice of fuch filly
Wretchescould invent, calling them now
Cheats, anon Shallow-pat?s, and often
branding them with like Imputations.
Having prefaced in this manner, he pro-
ceeds to his difeourfe, what is by thefe
men in behalf of the Greeks objeded
againft the Arabian Phyficians: viz.That
the dear and overflowing Fountain of



Phyfick was at firft prefer ved pure and
without mixture by its Authors, but fal-
ling afterwards into the bands of thefc,
loon became troubled and muddy; and
that thoie were the true Mahers and In-
ventors of that Art, and thefe Barbarian
Caitiffs only Tranflators, who without
taking any pains, vainly boaffed of other
mens Works, as if they were their own.
Then going on, he faith, That they ac-
cufed theArabians, for that in tranflating
the Greeks from their Originals, not well
comprehending their Sentiments, they
filled their Writings with Confufion and
Contention; and in Gonclufion, he adds.That the Cenfurers of his time, profccur-
mg the Followers of the Arabians, as
handing upon mold weak and untlire
Foundations, or being only covetous ab.
ter mony, accukd them for inventing fb
many, thb* rich and coftly Syrups.

But the aforefaid Author, delirous by
a hrict Examination of them , to reiel
tnefe Accufations, brought againh the
Arabians, firh explains the meaning of
that Saying, to wit. That the Greeks were
indeed the Mahers, and the Arabians no
more but Scholars, and Tranflators in
phyfick. Hereby, faith he, they either
mean, thatthcGreeki were of all Nations

'P' ~ i



the fiift Inventors thereof* and the Ara-
bians only Builders upon the old foun-
dation, which, as he tells us, needs far-
ther Confirmation before it be granted ,

fince he raanifeftly proves bythe Autho-
rity both of the Greeks, themfelvcs, and
of the Latin Writers, That they, to wit,
the Greek,

firfi learn’d it from the JKgypti-
ans, orfome other people; or elle their
ppinion is, That the Greeks by putting the
laft hand to It, brought it to Inch a degree
of perfedion, that it is impoffiblc to ad-
vance it any higher, And thisTaid, he
fell again anew to difiinguifhing, telling
us. That hereby they intended , cithc?
that by every one of the Greeks, pbyfick
was railed to the utmofi height whereun-
to it poliibly could arrive; or that they
had all of them contributed, their affihance
thereunto; or that Tome one amongft
fo many Mahers had performed this Ex-
ploit, The firft he avers to be manifeft-
ly faife, and to have been in many pEi-
c s confcSßMbto be by their Prince Galea
himfclf. The fecond,* he faics, can never
be granted to be true, by many and evi-
dent reafons dcmonftracmg it to be mod
falfe,. which were it otherwife, yet would
it be exceeding difficult, nay even impdf-
liblc ever to learu from the Grecian



Matters the moftconfufed Art of Phyttck?
there being fo many Volumes differently
Written by them, that a man cannot run
them over with his Eye, much Ids atten-
tively findy them, tho’ he flioold employ
therein every day of his life. It remains
then to fay, That one alone amongft fo
many Greeks has brought Medicine to its
chiefeft .Splendor, and forafmuch as wc
are allured by the Authority of Galen
that all others before him were often en-
tangled and milled: and therefore, as be-
ing imperfect, and without much Know-
ing, not greatly to be regarded. This
niott magnificent Honour and dignity
mutt be attributed therefore to the mott
profound and more than human Wit of
Claudim Galenm of Vergamns, eftcemcd
commonly the chief amongft all chzGre-
cia/jMatters; and that, not only by the
Hnivcrfal Confent of his Partizans, but
nlfoin his own proper Judgment, which
“e Was not afhamed in many places vain-
Riorionfiy toaffirm. Here our Cenfurer,
joling hispatiencc3 makes his Avicen brisk-
ly enter the Lifts againft Galen. He in-
troduces the Greeks expofing his reafons,
and declaringhis honourable Quality, and
this he does in Galens own Words , col-
lected and tack’d together out of his own



Writings, in which he extremely glories
of his Birth, Education, Studies, extraor-
dinary progrefs in the Encyclopaideia of
all Sciences, and divineKnowledgin phy-
fick, relating in fine, what he with Gre-
cian, and infinite Brags, vauntingly tells
us ofhis own Qualifications. On the con-
trary with fimple, modeft, and humble
words he declares theLife, Manners, and
Studies of his Avicen : and as he makes
the Arabian far exceed the Greeks inBirth,
and good Qualities/o notatthefirff glance
alone, but by penetrating farther into the
matter, he will plainly let us fee, which
of the two excels in Knowledge. And
here he begins ffri&ly to lift and examine
Galens Works: And altho’ he tells us,
That he will elfcwhere clearly and di-
ffin&ly difeover his Errors and Impo-
fiures, promifing to collcft them into one
entire Volume, yet fince he judges it ne-
ccflary to his ptefent purpofe, he proceeds
tbgive an account of feme of the greateft
and moil confpicuous, faying, 1 hat how-
ever grofsand palpablethey arc, yet will
not the Galenifls difeern them, when for
the leaf! Straw that lies in their way, they
prefently take fluff, proudly vilifyingand
reproaching poor Avicen.



He fays then. That Galen .̂-.however
edeemed a mod profound and acute Phi-
Jofopher, yet in that part of Philofophy
which is dcfervedly held to be of greated
import, and value, to wit, the Moral, he
had as little Judgment and Underftand-
ing, as a-Blind-man has in Colours *, and
that this was the reafon he fo little pradii-
ed it. Firft he deraondrates him to have
been mod ungrateful to his parents, and
not being afhamed to lay open to the
whole World the Faults and evil Qualities
of his Mother, faying. That (he was. fo
proud and pcevifh, that often falling into
excels, die ufed unmercifully to outrage
her Servants 5 and that fhe behaved her
felf more Irowardly, and crofs-grainedly
to her Husband, than ever did Xantippe
to the mod patient Socrates. Hereto he
adds. That he is extremely vain-glorious,
and an unmeafurable Boader of his own
Excellencies: and this may without any
other proof be eadly learnt from his writ-
ings, he having filled them all with
Praifcs and Encomiums of himfclf. And
indeed, what greater vanity , and pre-
fumption can there be, than to affirm, as
he doth. That none can fully compre-
hend the meaning of Hippocrates without
the affiftance of his mod profound Com-



ments? and that he alone had given pby-
ficic its ultimate perfection ? and that the

as if they were and zea-
lous lor his Honour , had taught him
many Medicines, as he brags, when he
treats of the Nerves of the Eyes, and of
the Cure of wounded Nerves in general ?

and that he could difeourfe for a whole
day on the molt obfeureand difficultQue-
ftion, having often done it to his great
commendation,when taken on a hidden ?

But of what Honefty, Conhancy, or
Juftice, can he ever boaft, having, as he
him felt tells us, given a lick Child a Me-
dicine, which according to his own Do-
ctrine, and Opinion, mnlf have undoubt-
edly kill’d him, as it did ? Certainly he
cannot but be infinitely blamed for fodo-
ing by any one, that has the lead fenfc of
Humanity and Companion. Nor does it
any whit avail him to cover this barbarous
aClion with light excufes, as that he did
not herein follow his own Inelinadons,biit
was forced thereunto by fear 5 lince he
ought, couragiouily refitting, and refu-
ting fo to do, to have aCted according to

Juf ice and Reafon.
But our Author, having thus fhewn

him to be blame-worthy for his want of
Morality,, proceeds to acquaint ns with his



Learning, faying, That lie was as well
skill’d in Logick, as aTortoife in flying

,

or a Cow in dancing. For felting him-
fclf, at his beginning, to divide Words
into fignificative, and infignifkative, and
alledging for the latter the common Ex-
ample of Bhttri and he imme-
diately fubjoyns, that theie are no words.
And befides this, all Logicians acknow-
ledging rationality to be theultimate diffe-
rence that confiitntcs man in his Effcncc,.he on the contrary Hifly holds, that Babes
are not rational, but in time will be;
which in good earneft is to fay, that they
are not true Men, but hereafter will befo: :

which mod notorious Error he fell into, ,
for that feeing them prattle confnfcdly, the.
Sot had not the Wit to conficier, that Ra-
tionality did not ncceflarily imply Dif-
courfc inattu, but in potentla only, as the
term is. Nay, what is more, this great
man could not arrive to comprehend ~That Rational and Irrational are terms
abfolurely contradictory; and therefore
he fooliihlv and childilhly affirms. That’
the Brute Beafls, which are all of them
undoubtedly void of Rcafon, are more,;
or lefs paitakers thereof calling man Rar
iioml only byway of Excellency, orper-
AyjoviMtaw. as he has it. And. from thfo



he derives another Error, n© lefs grols
and inexcufable, nay, perhaps greater than
the former: ThatAiles, altho the dulled
and duggifhed of all Beads, have yet full
and ported knowledg of this mod difficult
Aphorifm of the Phyficians, Contraria
contraries curantur. But who, for Gods
take, is there among the Logicians, which
does not fully approve the laying of Ari-

That from Truth follows only Truth ;

whereas fromFalfity Truth and Faldty do
equally proceed ? And yet the mod acute
Galen , manifedly oppofing it, gives us
caufe to believe that he did not diffident-
ly underdand it. But what praife did he
gain by that his mod ingenuous Invention
of the fourth Figure, glorioully found out
by him to thefhame of Ariftotle,

and the
other Mader in Logick ? Certainly it has
by all Logicians been difapproved, and
with reafon rejedted, as confufed and un-
fit forDifputation.

From thefe frivolous Toys of Logick
our Ccnfurer proceeds to examine him in
matters of greater import, fuch as is Natu-
ral Philofophy. And he thinks Galen tobe
in Philofophy more thick &: muddy than
puddle- this he maniicdsby ma-
ny proofs: whereof I fhall rehcarfeonly a
few, not to deviate too far from my prin-

_ * _ 1



cipal intent. Galen then fays, and con-
stantly affirms, that Plants have full and
intire Scnfe, and an internal principle of
Motion within themfelves; that Motion
cannot be comprehended of us by the
corporal Senfes, butby Reafon only 5 that
Crabs and Beetles have no heads, thole
Animals only in his opinion, having an
Head, which have Toft Eyes, and not
thole, whole Eyes are covered with an
hard and criftallineIhelljand yet thecontra-
ry is manifellly feen in Gralhoppers, Lo-
culls, and iuch like Creatures. Belides
this, he fays, That the Head is not made
by the Brain, that in Volatils the Neck
and Feet are equally dillant from the
Heart; thatthe brain in Animals has need
of lomewhat to move it, which are the
Feet, and that the Feet on the contrary
have need of Scnfe, which is given them
by the brain and that the one without
the other is of noufe or value; not obfer-
vjng, that Eels, Lampreys, and filch like
Hlh, altho’ they have no Feet, have yetBrains. And here the wary Champion
of the Arabians opportunely retorts upon
Galen the fame Weapons wherewith the
other thought to have wounded Avken :

And fince, faith he, mention begins to be
made of the Brain , before we leave thatdif



[hall add
,

that Galen ( in the fame
manner as theyreproach'd Avicen) wanted
\'Brains himfelf• But how expat Galen
Was in Philofophy, any one may ealily
difcern from hisdilcourfe concerningHair;
he cbferving, that the Hairs of the Eye-
lids and Eye-brows are always at a fray,
and do not encrcafe and grow, as do thole
ofthe Head, and other parrs of the Body,
and willing to give a reafon thereof, faies.That, as it happens in dry [and barren
grounds that the Grafs does not grow for
want of diffidentMoiflure, lb the Hairs of
the Eye-lids and Eye-brows by rcafon of
the little or no Nourilhment, which they
draw fromthe other parts, cannot come
to any great length., Now who in God’s
Name, does not fee, that, if this were the
caufe thereof, the Hairs ofthe Head mull
much lefs incrcafe and grow, as being root-
edsin an harder and drier skin, than that
of the Eye-lids ? And it appears to our
Author, that the noutlfhmerit of thefe
Hairs infallibly exhales and evaporates
through the exceeding final! Pores of the
Eyes. The moft like-
wise laics, That provident Nature has
given us Hair for an Ornament to our
Body : But if it were lb, to what purpofc
do they grow in thofe parts, which Mo-



dcfty obliges us not to name? Beftdes chat
Nature would greatly have injured Wo-
men by depriving them in lome parrs
thereof. And in fine, Galen, contrary to
the Opinion •of all Philofophers, holds;,That Flame, beftdes its natural Motion ,

which isalways upwards, hasalfo another
Which makes it fometimes encline down-
wards 5 not conftdering, that Flame ne-
ver has any fiich Motion, but when it is
forced and conftrained thereto by Art.
- Nor does the Cenfurer of Galen flop
herCj but palling on, examins his De-
stine, where it leems of greateft weight,that is, in things appertaining toPhylick.
And here he proves. That altho’ Galen
herioufly employed all his Induftry and
Wit therein, yet he penetrated lb little in-
to it, and committed fb many Errors
therein, that it would be impoftible to
reckon them up diftindUy. And fetring
slide how much his ill Nature obligedhim so leave no way untried, that he
might obfeure the Fame of the Great
Hipocrates faying. That he obferved
not the ftgns of thePulies, nor made any
mention of many Feavours, with other
like frivolous and vain Objedh’ons, where-
with he docs not ;o much, as in theFall,
tale his skin, altho’ he thought to have



grievoufly wounded him • that which
leems to be mod important, is, that let-
ting himfelf defignedly to comment on
the VVritings of Hippocrates,

he leems in
many places not to underhand them, often
and in many places entangling himfelf, as
the Cenhirer diftinftly fhe ws, tho* I, not
to be over-tedious, pafs them over. He
fbmetimes refutes the Difcourfe of Hippo-
crates, but afterwards giving himfelf the
Ly, elfewhere commends it, thus mani-
feflly fhewing his little Errands andCon-
flancy.

He brags moreover, That he had given
certain andhire prelages fortheKnowledg
of all Difeales: but if others will, yet his
moll cautious Reprover will not in the
lead believe him herein. For from thofc
few Cures, which, that his Fame might
thereby live for ever,be relates himfelf to
have performed, it is manifehly fecn, that
he never aim’d aright, but was rather
greatly miftakcn in theKnowledg of the
Diflempers, and their Caufes .* as in that
of the Wife of Bxttis, and ofthe Youth,
to whom, contrary to the advice of Hip-
pocrates, he foolifhly gave Meat in the
Augmentation of his Feavor, to the Pa-
tients mortal danger. But peradventure
he fhewed himfelf more filly, and mad-



ftun-likc, when to regulate the Cure of
certain Difeafes, he fooliftily foughtafter
the Interpretation of idle Dreams. But
above all his ocher Follies that feems the
greateft, which he committed in Curing
the Wife of Boetus 5 and it is a wonder,
that he met not with that Eternal difgracc
aad Reproach, which he but too much
defervedkfer having fhewn himfelf fb
childiih and ignorant, running perhaps
into as many Errors, as he diviled Me-
dicines.

And finally this fagc Writer concludes
againft Galen, That if the great Number
of his Volumes were lifted, there would

this vaft Bulk be found more Bran than
Flower ; all that he writes, being paltry
Stuff, and idle Prattle, full of vain and
high Boaflings, often intermix’d with di-
gi'elhons and Tales, void both of Wit and
Senfe; and that they are in fine a confu-
ffd Mifcellany of unwarrantable Do*

peats over the fame thing, akho’ he open-
ly protefls) that he would never do it. I
pafs over many other, even infinite Er-
rors, whereof Galen is found guilty by
his fubtil Accufcr, becaufe I think enough
has been (aid to make it cafily compre-
hended what, and how great were the



Contcftsbetween theFollowers of the A~
ruhlans

, and thofe ofthe Greeks.
But whilfi the Dilputesof the Phyfici-

ans were profecuted with the greateft
heat, on a hidden rofe up the mofl inge-
nious ! theopkrajtm TaraceIf». j, who, re-
newing the mofl ancient Method of Phi-
Jofophy, which had for a long time been
laid afide, began attentively to read the
great Book of Nature, that he might
therein learn the rcafon of Natural Eve-
nements. He, intermixing Chimiflry,
wherein he was very skilful, with Phy-
fick, and therewith, as with an ufeful

fit Inftrument, fearching into the
choiccft of Natures Secrets, very fuccefs-
fuiiy undertook to cure the mofl: defpe*
fate Difeafes with Remedies which he had
found out by his Knowledg in this Art.
It cannot eafily be believed, to what an
freight within a ceitainfpace of time his
new Sedtarrived, either through the new
andmrofl curious way opened by him to
true Philofophy, or through the-agree-
able Pleafantnefi and Efficacy of his power-
ful Medicines, or through his happy fuc-
cefs in Difeafes till that time thought in-
curable. And the Fame of his skill being
now generally fpread over Germany ,

France, and other Provinces of the Chri-



fiian World, his Doftrines were fervent*
ly embraced by men well verted in Scien-
ces. 1 And without doubt the advance'of
hisGlory would have been greater, had
he not purpofely wrapt up a>nd concealed
his Do&rine in obfeure Asnigmcs, and
ambiguous Allegories ulual with Chimi-
cal Authors. hat and how great were
afterwards the Cornells and Debates, as
between thole that were only Galenifls
and only Paracelfiat?s ,

fo between thole
who may be called Taracelfo- Galenifis. and
Galeno-Chimifis is peradventure lb well
known to every one, that I may well for-
bear to lay any thing thereof. And thos

the Ga/enitfs had enough to do with their
extern Enemies, yet were they not, as
the Books of that Age tchifie, very well
United, but oftentimes turned their Ani-
niofitics upon themfelves, biting and tear-
ing one another, like fo many mad
Dogs.

But whilll Par icelfvJ happily introdu-
ced vital Anatomy both into Philolophy
and Phyfick 5 the Anatomy alio of Ani-
mals was again brought to light out of
die Rnines’ of Oblivion, wherein it bad
for a long time lain wholly buried. And
the firIf Reftorcr thereof was ' AndreasVef-
jniim of ErmeilS) a man certainly worthy



cf Immortal Fame. He, queffionlefs a
greater Anatomiff than having
accuffomed himfelf from a Child to dif-
feft Rats, and other fmall Creatures, be-
ing come to years of more maturity, by
degrees fearch’d into the feveral parts of
humanBodies, and relying upon no other
Teffimony, but what was given him by

-his own Eyes, and his own Hands,clearly
manifefled to every one, in what great
Errors the ancient Anatomiffs had lived,
and above all, Galen, whom he taxes
with an hundred and an hundred Faults.
It is ftrange and wonderful to hear, how
unmeafurably he was therefore perfecuted
and outraged by the Phyficians, his Con-
temporaries; and how the Difputes in
Phyfick thereby more and more incrcafed,
there being feme, who would right or
wrong defend and maintain the inoff evi-
dentFaults of their Mafter Galen, not at
all regarding, that they thereby thwarted
and went againff his firff and principal
Sentiment, whorather chofe to incur the
danger of Erring with his own
than blindly to give credit to. what he had
found related concerning human Bodies
bytheancient Aliatomifts, whom he fome-
times, tho’ wrongfully, blames for their
Obfervations about the Entrals of men,



becauiehehad fecn it otherwife in thole of
Monkics. tButamongftthe fierce and implacable
enemies of Vejfalim, thatfamous Parifum
Phyfician Jacobs Silvim would needs fig-
nalize himfelf,and defironsto contend with
him, violentlyafl'aults him, changing his
name Vefalius mtoVafanusjhax.is 3mad3fti-
ling his book a mod unworthy, villanous
andperplex’d Mifcellany ofErrors, and an
abominable Dream of filthy and wicked
Inftru&ions. Then turning to the Readers,
he with Prayers and Protefiations exhorts
and conjures them furioufly to tear it in
pieces, and burn it.

_

He befeeches alto
the Emperor then being, fevereiy to pu-
nifh the Author, whom he terms a
Mcnfter of Folly and Ingratitude, an
Exemplar of Indolence and V illany, bafe-
ly born, and worfe educated in his Court,
faying, It would be a deed of Charity, if
he totally made him away, and firangled
him, that he might not with his poilon-
ous and peftilential Breath to ’infedt and

i corrupt the Remainder of Europe. Now
what more, I pray, could he have done,1 had poor Vejfa/m been guilty of High-

i Trcafon not only againfi Monficur Galen,

but even again ft Cajar himfdf ■ cr if he
had betrayed and fold" Bnda r or Alba Re-



:galk to the Turks ■> or if his Writings had
been like to thole of Fbihp MeUncihon
and impious Luther > yet 16 far did the
Calumnies and Diftamations of the envi-

.' ous Silvias ,
and other rafcally Galemils

prevail with the Emperor, who was in all
things elfe a mod jud Prince, that in fine
Vejfalm unfortunately loft his Favour,
and was banifh’d the Court. Thus was
that Saying verified 5 which Diodefan,
not yet advanced to the Purple, often had
in his mouth; Scspe bourn, fepe cautus
decipitur Imperator* Not long after it
appeared, that the Frowardnefs and Spice
ol Silvm palled into Andreas Laurentius,

,which made -him thus alfo break out
again 11the innocent Veffalius . Again1) this
vian let us3as they fay, put on the Lyons skin,
and tame all thofe wonders, which' he has
brought forth out of a Spirit of ComradiHU
on, Jo let him undergo the due reward ofhis Arrogancy and Ingratitude again) his
Ma)er Galen, /md perhaps that our
Reader of Phylick r who put into his
printed Conciulions thefe mod elegant
word The Circulation of the' Blood, ra-
gethe with, Harvey the Author, we utterly
rejeci and explode 5 would, if it had been
in his power, have done as much for the
great Harvey with the King and Farlia- $

mentofEngland.



But other learned men little or nothing
regarding the difgrace bcfaln Vejfa/m 3but rather as is ufual with all great and
generous Souls ,

in whom if is always
feen, that

Difficulty whets defire.
being rendred more contagious and eager
by the oppofition 3 fet them.elves with their
utmoff endeavour to follow the fame
Track 3 fiich as wereF elix PlatermyGafper

fß'auhinus, Gabriel Voleherns Coi-
j*er3 Kealdns Fabritm de Aqua.
jpendente

3 Adrianas Spigelm3 and many
Other rnoff skilful and indnftrions Ana-
tomiffs, who Teemed to have arrived to
the highefi pitch of that Art, nothing
remaining for a farther fearch. When
behold Gafper AfAlius and William Har-
ley (whoby the univcrfal Confent of all
learned men is reckoned amongff the
greateff, and mod expert Anatomifls 'of
our, or former Ages) publifhed their new
•and glorious Inventions, being followed
by the nobielf Company of Phyfidans
that ever were in the World, of whom
I muff not omit the mod famous, as Jo-
annes Heurnius ,

Giovanni Vicchetti , 'Thomas
Wharton Ludovicns BVlfm , Nathanael



Heighmore
,

frauds Cliffon ‘Thomas Bar'
thohnus , Kegnerus Graaf Carlo Fraeaffar
tij . Richard Lower, Lorenzo Beilini, and
many others, whom for brevity lake I
pafs over, all worthy of immortal praife
and Renown. Yet muft I not but make
mention of the moft ingenious Marcella
MalpighitiSj

The chiefefi glory ofFelfinian fireams>
who limiting after Honour, does fo accu-
rately pradife Anatomy in Plants, that
nothing more can be defired in that Arc.
And in my opinion, it may freely be con-
felTed, that within the narrow compafs of
a few years there have been more Won-
ders difeovered in the bodies of Animals,
than were formerly known in the long
courfe of five and thirty Ages: without
my taking the boldnefs to fay, That the
finding out alone of the Circulation of the
Blood, firft difeovered in this our Italy ,

which has always ( O great Infelicity of
ours)

Fruitful in bringing forth, in cherifhing
ungrateful ■

of her Children , and afterwards fully ■



cftabliihed and divulged in England, far
exceeds the Invention of all Antiquity
put together. But of the Qucfoons,
Quarrels, Contentions, Debates, Difputcs,
and Skirmifhes, that did thereupon arife
amongft Phyficians, I do at prcfcnt for-
bear any mention; becaufelwell know,
we do foil with our Eyes behold them.
And perhaps it is manifeft to every one,how that Primerofe, Parifani, and Riola-
ma Junior ( who was in ail things elfe an
acute Anatomift) pertinacioufly main-
taining the Non-circulation of the Blood,
being fcoff’d at, and baffled by the moft
famous Scholars of Europe, were forced
at laft fhamefully to recant their Follies;
and that Vopifcus Fortmatin femplmfiiav-
ingfirtt briskly oppofed the Circulation
of the Blood, being afterwards convinced
and refuted by the Great Renatas des Car•
tes

, and John Wallis more accurately pub-
lifhinghisWorks anew,he finally fang this
famous Palinody 5 At fir[I the Invention
pleafed me not , as by my Difcourjes and
Writings Ihave publicity tefiified: But the
more I laboured to refute and condemn it, the
more I condemn , and refute my felf s his

reafons being not only fo perfwafwe,but com-
pulfive. I know very well, thatthere are
at this day forae, who, confidering the
reproach anddifhonour. that bcfel Prime-



rofe and Varifam, and feeing all thofe
learned men, which either publifh Books
in Print, or with efteem read Lectures in
iheirUniverfities, unanimoufly doadmit
©f thefe Modern Difcoveries,and therefore
not daring in the prefence of Scholars to
contradict any of them, do yet amongii
thofe, who are wholly ignorant of Ana-
tomy, covertly mutter and murmure, im-
pudently prefuming to fay, That fo ma-
ny different things cannot anyway be in
the bodies of Animals; that, if they were
tfiere, their Galen was not fo fimple or
foolifb , but that he, long before thefe
Modern Inventorsappeared in the World,
would diftindly have difeerned and de-
scribed them: forafmuch as being mod
accurate and ingenious, and having given
all Phyfick its laff and perfcCf Comple-
ment, it is not credible, that he ihould in
.thisalone have fogrofslyerred: wherefore
it is not neceflary tor us to beat our Brains
about thefe new Inventions in Medicine,
feeing we ought to rely uponhis Labours,
and fatisfie our fclvcs with a full under-
ffanding of his Sentiments, Rcalbns, and
Oracles, fb they call his mod Widefs and
vain Exprefiions. And in fine they con-
clude, That we ought blindfoldly to be-
lieve Galen, and forae other ancient Au-
thors, even tho* ourSenfes fometimes op-



pole, thatthefe are often wont to deceiveus,
which thofe men will not do, who, having
fpent their whole life in Study and Experi-
ence, haveall alone been by everyone reput-
ed as the Gods of Phyflck.

But for my part, 1 fbail not, to convince ,

and undeceive then), givemylelfthe trouble
ma nifefliy to fhew them (as I could well do )

that do give more credit to authority &: rea-sons, than to our Scnles, is the moft foolifh
Obflinacy that could ever fall into themind
of man : forafmuch as I imagine that to get
clear of Rich Straits, they would rejeft the
cleared Demonflrations of the Modern Phi-
lofophcrs. I fhall therefore only briefly let
themknow, how little they underhand the
very Sentiments of their Maflers. Andper-
haps they never much regarded that molt
true Saying of their own Arifiot/e; That we
ought to give credit to He a if the things of
Rea[on agree with Experience: Nor yet that
other Saying of the lame Author ; That 19
forfahe the Guidance of our to be blind-
ly led hy Reafon, is a great Argument of the
weaknefs of our Wit. And was not Galen
alio of the fame mind > See here his own
Words; all thofe are rather to be ejieemed
fsolif, than wife, who being able fully to com-
prehend, and perceive things by their Senfes ,

will yet avow, that we cannot learn but by De-
monftrations alone> - And in another place



the lame Author faith; Che Dollrine of thefe
that rely upon the Sayings of others, is tyran-
mcaf and fullofConfufon and Velates. And
in Gods Name let them read alfo the lame
Sentiment in their Avicen ; and if they be
not yet fatisfied, let them go, and learn of
the Prince of Divines, Joannes Scotus, where
he faith. Thatall thofe who will not credit
iheirSenfes, jufilydeferve to beburnt. And
let them know farther, that whoever has
the leaft (park of Reafon, of what Se6l fo-
cverhe be, mnft needs fay, as doth that great
Light ofGalenical and HippocraticalPhyfick,

- Nicolaus Leomcmm 5 We ought not fofar to
foregoe our own Judgmentasalways to follow
the foot-Beps of and to he certain our
felves ofnothing : For this would be tofee with
other mens Eyes

,
to hear with other mens Ears,

and fmell with other mens Nofes, and to under-
hand with other mens Intelligence , and to be-
lieve our felves no other than meer jiones, to-
commit all things to the affections ofothers
not to believe our felves able to make any true
(kfcuffpn in doubtful matters

And another of Galens Followers exceed-
ingly condemning this fame pert in acy,relates
a very pleafantadventure, to wit, That a cer-
tain publick Reader, long time verfed, and
grown old in the Books of Arißotle, being
one day by chance prefent at an Anatomy,
and clearly feeing, that the Vena cava takes



its Original from the innumerable Threds of
Roots which are in theLiver, lull ot wonder
and aftonifhmcnc,

As one that never beheld a thing incredible.
confefs’d indeed, by what his Senfes fhewed
him, the Vena cava muft defeend from the
Liver 5 but that he ought not therefore by-
crediting his Senfes to contradict: his Maftcr
Ariflotle, whoconftantly affirms, all the veins
in mans body to have their beginning from
the Heart? becanfe, {aid he, it is much more
eafie for our Senfesto befometimes deceived,
than for the Great and Soveraign Arijhtk
ever to have fain into any Error. And fo
much Power had his Obftinacy over him,,
that being in the company of certain learned
men, (hewn by one of them a little Suer ar-
bour the Heart, which melted by the faint:
heat of a Candle, to defend his JrifhtlerMyr
whom this is denied, he durft to faychat
what he faw, was not Far,

And certainly plealant enough is-chat ah
fb which is related by the moft famous Re-
di, that one, who was deeply read in the*
Writings of the Tenpateticks , bccaufe he
would not be compell’d to confei% that the:
Stars, and other new things difeovered in die
Heavens by the great were true, re—-
ftifedthe amftance ofthe 1 than
another, yet more obftinate, would nor con-
defeend to fee him open one of, thofe little



Frogs, which in Summer are feen in the
duhy High-ways, ior fear of being obliged
to confcfs, that they are not engendred in
the iuftant of the Drops being incorporated
with theDufi But where (hall I have room
to relate the Difputes and Concefts which
grew up in Rome about the Medicinal Do-
ctrine of that famous Phyiician Proffer
Martuwm? Who being endued with un-
common Learning, and prudent Sagacity ,

and glorioufly employing the utmoft of his
Ability and Indufhy in learching into the
Dodtrine of Hippocrates , manifenly fhcws3
that Galen oftentimes, either did not, or
would not comprehend the true Sentiments
ofthat venerable old masrAnd Petro CadeL-
li, avouching the fame tiding,tells us befides.That Galen took the fame courfe in explain-
ing the moft learned Opinions of the divine
Plato: Galen e.ther underfood notjor would not
underfund Hippocrates or Plato, to give the
greater efteem to his oven writings. Then he
defends the mod wife Old Man from his
Reproofs and Taunts, efpecially about the
Caufesof Feavers, con handy affirming, not
only that Hippocrates never preferibed the
letting ofBlood iq Fcavcrs, but where the
excciiiyc internal Inflammation required it,,
as was alio before him fully obferved by Hie-
ronymus Cardanas -

y but farthemorc afijerting.
That according to the Dodkine of Hippor



crates, a Fcaver is one of chofe Difiempcrs,
which in nowifeadmits ofPhlebotomy.! hcfo
and other good and found Dodrincs the
learned Martiarms wifely mar lifcßing,rc viv c d
with them the decayed, and almolt extin-
guifo’d Scd of his dear Hipocrates.

But I know not how I have hitherto for-
bore to mention one, who, altho a woman,
deferves yet to be reckoned amongft the
greateff Scholars, I mean theLady Donna 0~
liva &(bncO)

She childi(h/ports , and Female Fxerdfe
from her tender years did fill defpife

'To /pin, or to the Needle fet her hand,

Of mafeuline Learning (he difdabid,.
Now fhe being abundantly furniihed with

more than mafeuline Wit, and llnderfiand-
ing, couragioully imployed both her Brains
and Mind in the InvdKgation of Natural
things and advancing in her Studies, fhe
fet her wits upon things of greateff life, and to
the end Spain, and the whole World might
receieve fomc benefit thereby, foe wonderful-
ly gavebeginning to a new and in off inge-
nious way of Curing. And writing aLcttcr to
the moff auguff Monarch Philip the Second,
of Eternal and Glorious Memory, foe thus
difplays her Wit. It is as plain as the Light of
the Sunfhhut the ancient Fhyfickw-as in an Er-

according ash is read andpralhfed m its
principal that the ancient



Philofphers and Phyfc/ans neither under ftend
or reach'd the true nature upon which Phyplffvs
founded, and from whence it draws its original;
of which,

not only the underfunding Chriftian
Phyfcians may be Judges, but a/fo thofe that
have any profpett into other Faculties, being
perfons ofWit and Judgment.And a lirrle after.
He that cannot comprehend or underfund it,
let him leave it to others that are to come, or
let him believe Experience, and not the ancient
Thyficff "Therefore my Petition is jufi,that thefe
my Followers may he approved for one year,price
they have tryei the Rules of Galen and Hip-
pocratc sfor thefe 2000years, and have found
the Efett foinconfderable, and the Ends fo un-
certain, as is to he feen every day, and was late-
ly ohferv'd in the pafi Epidemic Catarrhs,Spo-
tted Reavers, Small Pox, and Peftilences, and
many other Infirmities ; in the Cure of which,
that fort of Phypcffis fo ineffectual, thatfcarce
two in a thoufundlive out the natural Limits of
life Jut all die violent deaths offomeDifeafe or
other,without any Remedy from ancient?hyfcff

And in her Dialogue of TmcPhyfick ;Tou
cannot deny{Mr. Doft or) but that the Phyfick

you ufe, is uncertain, various, and fallaczotvsy
and that its End and EffeHs are falfeand du-
bioM,whereas wefee the ends and effetts ofother
Arts to be certain, and true without variation ;

as in Geometry, Mufuff. Afro-
logSee. which bring to pafsthe end and bene-



fit which theypurpofe. Which endfails,
as you

fee in Phyfick
, being fo deceitful, uncertain,and

various. Whence it mup follow, that this Art
fails in its firfi grounds andfoundations,lecaufe
it produces not fruit conformable to what it pro-
pofes; fo that when we expett Currans,and deli-
cious Apples , it brings forth nothing but Calls
and Medlars.

And a little further, maintaining the lame
Opinion, flie faies; You cannot deny, Mr. Do-
llor, the Inconfancy ofPhyfick,, and how many
alterations have been made in it, and that the
Art was for a long time forbidden in Rome,(where thp/e wife people gave no credit to it

, nor
would feekjor Cure from the hands of the Thy-

\pcian, for the reafons I have /aid, which are
ofgreat efficacy. Neither did the Saracens, nor
\thofe ofChina admit Thyfdans. And thefe
graveand ancient Authors themfelves Cry out,
that Life is fort. Art long. Judgment difficult,
and Experience dangeretts. And Hippocrates,
Ihat no certain and perfell affirmance in Thy-

(M can be attained to. Nor can you denyfir.
Doll or, but that they were men as we are, or
that their Sayings were notabove the Condition

Men,but that they [pokeaccording to Nature,
which afpired no higher than what the com-

mon fenfe ofman could reach. 7 herefore, laics
hiiny, there is no Art in the World fo meenfant
<5 that ofPhyfick, which changes every day.

The Lady Donna Oliva goes on farther,



whofe excellent parts is not my intentnow to fumup,
and reckon, fince the doing thereof would hold me o-
ver long. I fhall content my felf therefore to mention,
that fome of the moft famous Authors have laid claim
to many things, falfely boafting themfelves to have
been the fir ft Difcoverers of them(as aboutdie manner,-
which Natureufes indiftributing the Aliment to all the
Parts ofananimated Body} whereoffhehad full know-
ledge long before, and glbrioufty publifh’d them in
tier Books.

After her there arofe in our Italy a new Syftem ofRa-tional Phyfick, which was the laudable Invention of
that famous Philofophcr, and Doctor in Divinity, Tho-
mas Campanula. He never pradifed Phyfick, but yetwould fearch into the raeft fecret 'Arcanum’s thereof:
And as it waseafie for his more than ordinary Wit !
to feparate his Philofophy from the vulgar, commonly Itaught in the Schools: fo aifo he wantednot skill withfpecious Dodrines to eftablifh another Invention of
national Phyfick, from whence again followed many
various Difputes and Contentions in the Art.

But O how far were they in our days out-ftrhfd
by that Great Hermes of the lower Germany, JohnBaptjfi van Helmont, who, being endued with more
fublime and noble Parcs, attempted a great Enter-
prife, whence Debates and Oppofitions mightily in-
created, He, accompanying the Vivacity of his Wit
with a fingular Morality, and curioufly applying him-felf to Chimiftry , wholly bent his Studies to the
folving of Natural Bodies, and fparing no fort of
Pains or Charge, furmounted to fuch an height,
leaving far behind him the glorious fteps of Para-
celfmy. be never ftopt, till Ire had happily arrived
to finifh a wonderful , and never-before-heard-of
Syftem of Rational Phyfick,

And in like manner have we feen in our Days
famous Thomas Willis with his new Syftem of

Rational Phyfick advancing apace along tire path of



Immortality and Glory : Mor is it eafic to believe,
With what Diligence he endeavoured to colled all
that he deemed necellary for fo Noble a Work ;

nor yet what Pains he took, what Watcliings he
underwent, and what Eagernefs he ufed to bring it
to its entire Perfeftion. Nor was lefs Trouble un-
dergone, or lefs Induftry ufed in a like llundertak-
ing by Silvias, famous for the innumerable Multi-
tude of his Followers, as Gliffon Helvetia* , Mejpmer,
Travagim , and other illuftrious Scholars of this Age;
Many of which, I know not for what reafon, have
not yet publilh’d their Conceptions. I fay nothing
at prefent of thofe able men who yet fweat at the
work, and hope, by the Affiftancg of the Modem

) Anatomies, and: new Natural Philofophy, to bring ah
j bout their generous Defigns concerning various Sy-
i Items of Rational Phyfick. And I pals by alfo thofe
| who ingenioufly employ themfeives in deviling Sy-
fiems of EKperimental and Methodical Phyfick, but
fuch as greatly varies, and differs from that of the
Ancients. But how much the (Quarrel of Phyficians-
are thereby encreafed , to the overturning and ob-t

I feuring all Medicine, is not neccflary to be named at
' prefent, fince we plainly fee it before our Eyes.

i Wherefore if the moll Eloquent Pliny were living in
thefe our days, he would certainly more angrily

j than ever cry out; Jiutatur Ars qmtidie toties interpel-
lis, & ingeniorum flatu imtellimur, not indeed by the
Wits of Greece, now lying idle, and fertile under the

• Yoak of the Barbarians j but the moll famous ones
4of England, and other Provinces, by him in his time
''efteemed Barbarous.

But I now at lafi: fee my fell encompafs’d about
: with a molt innumerable Troop of Phyficains, by

whom Phyfick is divided into fo many Fadions,
j and Ihivered, as it were, into fo many pieces, that
f it is impoflible for the Wit. pf man to part it into
f more. And thefe are all men, whowill not follow the



fleps of either Greedy Latin, Barbarian, or other Fo-
reign Writer, whether Ancient or Modern, nor be
always tied to the Sentiments of any ; but being
free, and difengaged, fwiftly over-run the moil vaft
Kingdoms of Nature, and then oppugning the mod
difficult and obflinate Difeafes, with Arms gotten by
their own Labours, and not borrowed, or taken from
the Arfenals of others, nor unskilfully managed, know
how to render their Names eternally illuflrious by
their glorious Undertakings. Thus crediting nothing
but what they perceive by their ownSenfes, or have
approved by moll certain Experience, they will look
into all, penetrate all, and with a curious Eye nar-,
rowly examine all, not allowing any Realbn for ven-
dible, but only what agrees with the Sagacity of their
own Underflanding. And thus being contrary to all
Sefts, and not wholly Enemies to any of the Seda- '

tors, they proteft, that they herein follow the fleps
of Hippocrates and Galen more, than their mofl ob-
ftinate Defenders. And forafmuch as I think it per-
tinent to our purpofe, to fee whether fuch a Liber-
ty ought to be permitted diem: I befeech you.
Gentlemen , at our next Meeting to hear their Rea-
fons, fince what I have already faid, may fuffice for
die prefenc.

FINIS,

ADVERTISEMENT.
*THis is the firft Difcourfeof Signor Lionardo di Capoa,

who hath writ feven othersupon the fame fubjeft;
which according to the acceptance this meets with in
Publick, fhall Ukewife be Englifhed,
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