
FMillillii'®! 1 lillflli
OHF11

MILTON COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY.
Embracing the Report of Dr. T. S. Powell, as a Delegate to the late Annual Meeting

of the American Medical Association; together with the Report of the Committeeto whom was referred the action of the Georgia Medical Association.
Atlanta, Georgia, )

Office Fulton County Medical Society, j
At a meeting of the Society, held June 17th, 1870,

after the transaction of the regular business. Dr. E.
J. Roach introduced a resolution, which was unani-
mously agreed to, requesting Dr. T. S. Powell to read
his Report upon the proceedings of the American
MedicalAssociation, to which he was a delegate from
the Georgia Medical Association, and which report,
he had prepared at the request of the Society.

Dr. Powell then submitted the following Report:
Mr. President, and Gentlemen of the Fulton County

Medical Society: Having attended the recent session
of the American Medical Association as a delegate
from the State Association of Georgia, and having
been appointed to represent the interestsof this Soci-

■ -cty in that body, and having been requested to sub-
mit the results of its action, as well as such observa-

•tion deemed of value, whichmay have been suggested
by such action, Ibeg leave to submit the following
report.

The Association wascalled to order by the President
elect, Dr. Mendenhall. The style and substance of
bis inaugural address are so striking and important,

• that I must ask the privilege of speaking of it more
particularly, when Icome to notice the newthoughts
and facts brought out by this meeting—and it would
hardly be in order or in taste, to speak at all of the
opening scene without saying,thatof course W. B. At-
kinson, of Philadelphia, the permanent Secretary,
was there with his cheerful and obliging manner,

' ready and prompt in the discharge of every duty.
The first business of importance was the majority

and minority rex>orts from the Committee on Cre-
dentials. The majority report excluded delegates
from the National Medical Society of the District of
Columbia, American Academy of Medicine of the
District ofColumbia,Howard University Medical Col-
lege, Alumni Association of the Medical Department
ofGeorgetown College; also the three city Hospitals.
It appeared from the discussion and the facts stated
by Dr. Johnson, the Presidentof the Medical Society
of the district ofColumbia, and which were undis-
puted, that Congress had chartered that Society over
which he presided, prescribing as one of its duties,
that it shouldlicense any person to practice medicine
in the District who shouldpresent a Diploma from a
legal and regularly organized and recognized Insti-
tution, and upon examination should be found well
qualified. Two coloredmen applied for license, and
having made a satisfactory showing, were licensed in
obedience to that injunction of the charter. These
colored men afterwards applied for membership
of that Society or Association, and they were reject-
ed. The power to receive or reject at discretion be-
ing clearly given to the Society in its charter. There-

■ upon a number of the members of the Society, with-outwithdrawing from it, organized another Society
called the National Medical Society. In the x>apers
submitted to the Committee on Ethics, it was made
evident that this new Society, not only recognized,
and received as members these colored men, but men
who were neither licentiatesor graduates, which was

« direeiiviolation of the Ethics and Charter of the old
Mediosa Society towhich many members of the new
Medical Society had subscribed and had never with-
drawn. and further, the Committee also stated thatit
Was fully proved by the members of the National Med-
ical Society themselves,who a]ipeared voluntarially
before your Committee as witnesses, that the new So-
ciety, known as the NationalMedical Society, of the
District of Columbia, had in its capacity as a Society,
and by its individual members misrexiresentedthe
action of the Medical Society, and the Medical Asso-
ciation of the District of Columbia, and used unfair
and dishonorable means to procure the destruction
of the same by inducing Congress to abrogate their
Charter.

The Committee onEthics to whom these reports
from the 1 Committee on Credentials were referred,
reported that the charges lodgedwith the Committee

■ ofArrangements against the ©legibility of the Nation-
al Medical Society of the District of Columbia, have
been so far sustained by abundant proof, and recom-
mended that no member of that Society be re-
ceived as a delegate at the present meeting of this
Association, whichrecommendation was adopted by
a very large majority, which of course, excluded all
other delegates, no matter from what other organiza-
tion they might have presented credentials, xrrovided
they were members of thisNational Medical Societythat had been refused representation on Ethical and
moral grounds, and not color. Thesefacts show that
though an individual may be a member of aregular

■ society, yet when this individual becomes a member
ofanother society or institution that is repudiated,
or when he affiliates with men who are not recog-
nized by the jirofession, it then becomes the duty of

‘ his Society to relieve itself from the reproach by the
expulsion of the memberor members who are guilty
of these unprofessionalaffiliations. The adoption of

1 the report by Dr. Stille on Ethics fully endorses this
principle.

Delagates from one or more local Societiesin Mas-
sachusetts, charged other Societies afthat State, whose
delegates were there xuesent with affiliating witli
individuals who were in the habit ofconsulting, and
otherwise recognizing as regular Physicians, persons
or Practitioners, who were not recognized asregular
by the American MedicalAssociation, and by well or-
ganized State and local Societies—Societies recog-
nizing the Ethics of the Profession. They charged
that some members of these Societies, recognized by

1the American Association as good and legal repre-
sentatives, were accustomed toconsult with Homeo-
pathists, and other irregularpractitioners, and still
maintain their connection with their local or Home
■Society. These charges were referred to a special
Committee on Ethics, which reported back these ca-
sesifo the Association with recommendation thatall
local Societies and State organizations must relievo
themselves of all connection, or affiliation with per-
sons or organizations against which any charges of
irregularity or unprofessional conductmay have beenproven. Thus adopting the regulation that no ques-
tion involving the* moral character or x>rofessioualstanding of a delegate shall be considered or discus-
»«sd by this Association, excexit upon appeal from
the decision of some State or Bocal Society. All such
questions must be investigated and decided in the
first instance by the authority, or organization hav-
■;ng primary jurisdiction. And the opinion was
-clearly expressed in this report, that where Societies
or Associations, after notice of charges of irregularity
fail to correct the error or evil in question, that they
themselves would be dealt with and denied repre-
sentation.

Theseadjudications in their ultimateresults are em-
inently wise and just, and require our consideration
-and endorsement. The wisdom of their decisions is
■shown In placing all questions which involve the
regularity of an individual on organization before
■tribunals at home, where all the facts can be readily
ascertained and acted upon.
jv Again these adjudications are wiseand just because
they enqiliatically and finally declare that the very
■highest medical authority, and the very highest code
u Medical Ethics will not tolerate irregularity or in-

subordination to legitimate authority.
These adjudications declare that there is but cue

avenue by which access to social and professional in-
tercourse with the first men of the nation in the pro-
fession can be obtained, and that is by a careful ob-
servance of the highest order of courtesy, both by
individuals and by organizations and by a
a strict observance and a stern defense when assailed;
of the long established usages, and of all the peculiar
and sacred rights andpriviliges of the profession,

The address of the President was very strong,
original and practical. This address is striking in its
heartfelt annunciations of the harmony and brother-
ly love prevailing and increasing in the profession at
large, and especially among the members of the
American Medical Association. It gratifies oir
hearts, when it tells of thejnoble part borne by mem-
bers of the profession during the late civil war. i
It gratifies ourpride in the intellect and the scien-

tific attainments, now numbered in the profession,
when it gives the catalogue of the writings of its pro-
fessional men. This address announced theaccom-
plishment of the great and most valuable truth that
ibis American Association had the moral power "To
enforce its enactments upon the important questions
claiming its attention from time to time. It disclo-
ses with great force and truth all the difficulties in
the way of the elevation of the standard of Profes-
sional Education, and Professional Progress.

The Committee on Ethics, to whom was referred
the charges made at a former session, against the At-lanta Medical College reported that the charges ma le
were true and fully sustained by the facts—but as the
legislature had taken the matter in hand, and re-
pealed that feature of the charter which made the
ground work of these charges, they asked to be dis-
charged from the further consideration of the sub-
ject, and they further expressly approved the action
of those gentlemen who brought this case of irregu-
larity to tne attention of the American Association,

It will however be born in mind that this action of
the American Medical Association does not go any
further than to relieve the College, or the Board of
Trustees, from the condemnation under which it was
placed, in consequence of the procurement by the
Faculty, of the adoption of a certain amendment of
its Charter, and the charges of irregularity practiced
by the Faculty during the time said faculty conduct-
ed the College under said amendment, commencing
in 1806. It affords no relief to those who received their
diplomas since 18uu, by authority of the amendment.
But leave, all that was done under the
amendment just as was declared by a
resolution by the old Board of Trusteesand endorsed
by the present Board, and the Georgia MedicalAsso-
ciation irregular and unprofessional. It does not
touch the existing relations or the existingissues be-
tween the Faculty of this College and the Medical
Association of Georgia. And under the rulings of the
late session of the American Medical Association, can
never touch those issues, for under these rulings
neither the College, it students, or graduates, can bo
recognized by any regular institution or member of

’ the profession in this State or in the United States,
until the College and its Faculty are
regular and in good standing by the Georgia Mcll i-
utU. Asouciatlon.

And now as bearing upon this subject of the rilla-
tions which should bepreserved betweeen the Amjer-
ican Association and all other State and Local organ-
izations, I call attention to the resolution adopted
at the late session, that the American Medical Asso-
ciation shall and ought to control the subject of
Medical Education, and determine what shallbe the
preliminary literary attainments prerequisite upon
entering upon the first day ofpupilage ofa medical
student; what shall be the length ofpupilage prior to
entering a medical college; what the number of
teachers required; what the rates of tuition; what
the length of time in college shall be, and all else
pertaining to medical education, &c.

These details the Association contemplates shall
first be acted on and recommended by a convention
of medical colleges thatare in good standing. But
the Association claimsthe right and the power finally
to pass uponall the detailsmentioned, and to hold and
rule, and rightly too, that the peculiar character of its
organization, its nationality, its comprehensiveness,
and of course its liberality, ought and of
right, does make it the tribunal which
shottld settle all subordinate issues, that
such an acknowledgment of its influ-
ence, and authority is the measure alone by which a
standardin education, a standard in ethics, a stand-
ard in anything can be established.

The meeting at Washington adopted, almostunani-
mously,a resolutiondeclaring that no MedicalCollege,
or other Medical Institution should be represented in
that body,which was notrecognized or whichhad been
repudiated by the MedicalAssociation of the State in
which it was located. This resolution was then or-
dered to be made apart of the business of the next
session, so that it mightbe adojited by two meetings,
and thus become a part of the Constitution. It is al-
ready a clause of the Constitution, that no individual
shall be a member of this Association who has been
expelled from any State or local Society. With shell
safeguards, the character of the profession is well
guarded against depreciation on account of the delin-
queuces, and irregularities of individuals and local
Institutions. These clauses of the Constitution pre-
serve the right to control the whole ques-
tion of legitimacy and regularity in sub-
ordinate Societies and Colleges. And I do not
hesitate to say that some such power
ought to exist, and that it cannot better he placed
than in the American Medical Association—from the
character, the nature of its organization, it will al-
ways have in it a large number of men, who by their
talents, and by their attainments, will bo the best ex-
pounders of Medical Ethics—the best law givers on
any new question or policy which can arise.

The volume of transactions of the Association, em-
bracing the proceedings of the last meeting, will bo
issued in some two months. It will, perhaps, be the
most valuable which the Association has ever pub-
lished. It should be in the hands of every physician
who intends to keep even pace in the ranks of the
army of Medical progress.

And now in conclusion, Gentlemen, I must be al-
lowed to congratulate you and the profession at the
generalresults of the deliberations of the meetingat
Washington.

It will be seen that upon the question of Ethics,
upon the policy of raising higher the stan-
dard of professional integrity, of professional
education, the meeting at Washington was fora high-
er schedule, and the high character and talent which
made up that body, make it safe forns to second and
endorse their efforts.

Let us then renew our efforts for the accomplish-
ment of the purposes of our organizations. Let us
do all in our power to make tho organizations, now
in existence, that have been formed for the good, of
the profession, a perfect system, the local and subor-
dinate organizations first creating and then sustain-
ing the higher organization.

Let us make the system so perfect and of such
high character and authority, that irregularity and
insubordination will finally and completely disap-
pear; that charlatanism and quackery will cease to
impose upon popular credulity and to invade the

rights or sully the character of the medical profes-
sion.

Let us march forward and abreast with the fore-
most and best of our brethren, until high scientific
attainments united with practical skill—until a love
of knowledge and progress shall generate a soundand fraternal bond, and allblended into one mighty,grand and beautiful spectacle, which shall be mag-nificent to behold.

At the conclusion of the .Report Dr. Goldsmith of-
fered the following resolution, to wit:

Resolved, That Dr. T. S. Powell having put the Ful-ton county Medical Society in possession of impor-tant facts by his report of the late proceedings of the
American Medical Association—to which body he
was an accrediteddelegate from the Georgia Medical
Association, and believing that thes 3 facts demandim-
mediate action by the Fulton Medical Society, in or-der to distinctly define and clearly establish its codeof Ethics, in accord with that of the American Medi-cal Association and the Georgia Medical Association;
and to plainly set forth our Ethical principles beforethe profession and people of our community and
State; that a committee of three (3) be appointed by
thePresident, to whom shall be referred the report
ofDr. Powell, and all matters appertaining to ques-
tions arising from that report in connection with the
late action of the GeorgiaMedical Association, fox' the
action of this Society; and that said committee are
herebyinstructed to report at once what action it be-
comes this Society to take in the premises and underthe circumstances.

The report and the resolution were referred to the
following Committee: Dr. VV. T. Goldsmith, Dr. E.J.Roach, andDr. \V. C. Asher, who having retired
tor deliberation, submitted the following preamble
andresolutions:

The Fulton County Medical Society, venerating the
Ethical principles wnich have formany decades gui-ded and charactei'ized the true exponents 'of our pro-
fession; and feeling that an honest and candid utter-
ance of these principles, based xxpon, and enforced
by the organic law of its own creation, as well as thatof the Georgia Medical Association and the AmericanMedical Association, is not only just and proper, butobligatory. Therefore, disclaiming aU motives otherthan those inciting honorable gentlemen to correct
action—recognizing within the realm of Medicine no
subverter of its Constitution and Code of Ethics, de-
structive alike to its integrity and life—the Fulton
County Medical Society, appealing to the truth of its
statements and the honor of our profession, dohereby
solemnly declare, that,

Whebeas, A portion of the Faculty of the Atlanta
Medical College, in the year 1858, procured an amend-ment to the original chai'ter of that institution, with-
out the consent or knowledge of its Board of Trus-
tees, giving to the faculty the power to graduate stu-dents at any time, and under any circumstances, to
vacate the chairs of the College at pleasure, without
the knowledge or approbation of the Trustees, and

. Whereas, The Board of Trustees at their first
meeting, alter the passage of the above mentioned
aiuendmout, passed a resolution declaring that
the amendment was illegally procured, and
thereby, mill and void—repudiating everything
the Faculty had done under the amendment, and no-
tifying the Faculty of their action, and,

Whebeas, The Faculty, in violation of the declared
action of the Trustees, proceeded to conduct the Col-
lege under the amendment; procured an injunction
against any further action of the Trustees; filled va-
cant chairs, opened the doors of the Institution, andconferreddiplomas upon their students. And,

Whebeas, These unprofessional acts, affecting the
integrity and dignity of the profession, being broughtto the knowledgeof the Fiuton County Medical Soci-
ety, and the said Societybelieving them to be in open
and direct violationof the Constitution, Ethics, and
decisions, both of the Georgia Medical Association,
and the American Medical Association. And,

Whebeas, The Fulton County Medical Society in
obedience to the requirements ox its Constitution
and Ethics, and those of the Georgia Medical
Association and of the American Medical Asso-
ciation (of which the Faculty were members,) feltit-
self required (by its Ethics,) to report the facts above
mentioned to the Georgia Medical Association for its
decision and adjudgment. And,

Whebeas, The Fulton County Medical Society didreport by its committee, the above recited unprofes-
sional acts of the Faculty of the Atlanta Medical Col-
lege; and,

Whebeas, The Georgia Medical Association, after
an impartial investigation of the charges submitted,
passed the followingpreamble and resolutions, to wit;

“Whebeas, The above amended charter confers
unxxsual and extraordinary powers upon the Faoxxltyof the Atlanta Medical College, whereby they are au-
thorized'to confer the degree of M.D, on x>ersons re-
gardless of time or condition, save as to said Faculty
may seem fit and proper; and

Whebeas, The Trustees reject this amendment,
and decline to recognize the gentlemen appointed asProfessors under its provisions; and

Whebeas, The Trustees decline allowing their
names to appear in connection with the announce-
ment of the next course of lectures, be it, therefore.

Resolved, That this Association having adox)ted
the Code of Ethics of the American Medical Associa-
tion, cannotrecognize the Atlanta Medical College as
a regular Institution, xxor such persons as may here-
after graduate under the present provisions of that
College, as Doctors oi Medicine.” And

Whebeas, The above preamble andresolution were
passed April 1868, one mouthprior to the opening of
the Atlanta Medical College, and the Faculty of saidCollege did proceed to open the Institution, deliver
lectures, and graduate a class of students under the
provisions of the amendment in violation of the ac-
tion of the Board of Trustees of saidCollege; and

Whebeas, In October, 1868, the Trustees of the
College applied to the Legislature, thenin session, to
repeal the amendment, which had been procured
without their consent or knowledge; and

_ Whebeas, The Faculty published and caused to be
circulated before the Legislature a memorial, praying
to sustain the amendment, and in saidmemorial pre-
ferred charges against the Georgia Medical Asso-ciation, which the said Association, in April 1809, re-
garded as of such character as to call forth, in vin-dication of its action, the following preamble and
resolutions, to-wit:

“Whereas, On the 3d of October, 1868, a pamphlet
was published by order of the Faculty of the Atlanta
Medical College, and spread before the Legislature
and the country, in which itwas charged that theaction of this Association which repudiated the At-lanta Medical Colledge as a ragular institution, had
it in “an utter absence of all the elements of truth,”
and that the annual session of this Association in
1868, was ameeting of physicians assuming to repre-sent the medical profession of the State, and that
suchannual meeting was madeup almost entirely
of the Dr. Powell clique of the city of Atlanta, and
of members ofrival Schools, and that the whole affair
(Association or Meeting) was gotten up and consam-
ated for the pnrxxose of injuring the Atlanta Medi-
cal College; that tlxe voice of tlxe State Medical Socle-

ty and of the profession was not heard; that themeetings of this Association are seldom attended by
any but resident physicians and a few others, whohave some interest to advance; that the annual ses-sion in Augusta, as evinced by the names and votes-,was a meeting of persons and interests to advance-
and

Whereas, Every part and insinuation containedin the above recital of charges against this Associa-tion are false, and wereuttered with a full knowledge
at the time of all the facts and circumstances in thecase, as they existed then and now—modified by thefast that the course whichthis faculty were endeavor-ing to bolster up by sucb falsehood has beencondemned by the Legislature and the country—amodification extremely damaging and condemnatoryto them. This Association, with but one dissentingvoice at its last session, placed the sentence of con-demnation on the conduct of the faculty in procur-
ing the improperamendment to the charter, giving
themselves unusual and unwarranted powers. Yet,in the face of the declared opinion of the medical
profession, in the face of protest and objection by theHoard of Trustees, they went on in disregard of theexpressed will of the Trustees and the profession,
and held a session and conferred the degree of Doc-tor of Medicine® upon 26 young men, whom theyknew would not be recognized as regular physicians
by the Georgia Medical Association; all of whichconduct is, in the opinion of this Association, derog-atory to the character of the profession, and could
not have been perpetrated only by men more benton selfish purposes than with the view to elevate thestandard of the profession; therefore,
i

Resolved. That a proper self-respect on the part ofthis Association, requires of the former Faculty ofthe Atlanta Medical College, a distinct and unequivo-cal withdrawal of the objectionable language used intheir recent memorial, and such withdrawal must be
through the public journals of the State.” And,

Whereas, It will appear from the above preamblethat the charges made against the Georgia Medical
Association, were without the shadow of foundation,and the Association declared its unwillingness to re-instate the Faculty- of the Atlanta MedicalCollege untilthey complied with the requirements of the resolu-tion ; and

Whereas, At the last annual meeting of the Geor-
gia Medical Association, in April 1870, the Trusteesof the Atlanta Medical College forwarded to the As-sociation a communication addressed to them by the1 acuity, which purported to meet the requirements
of the annual session of the Association held in 1869;but which was entirely unsatisfactory. The Asso-
ciation, in obenienoe to its cods of ethics, passed thefollowing resolution, to-wit:

“Whereas, Tne late Faculty of the Atlanta Medi-
cal College (composed of Professors Willis F. West-
moreland, John G. Westmoreland, H. V. M. Miller,Win. S. Armstrong, D. C. O'Keefe, Jesse Boring andJohn M. Johnson,) having failed to comply with therequirements of the Georgia Medical Association,hold at Savannah, in 1860, therefore, be it

Resolved, That their names be stricken from theroll of.membership of this Association, with the ex-ception of Dr. A. Means, he having complied withtheir requirements” and
Whereas, The, Fulton County Medical Societyoriginating in the necessity of its founders to pre-serve and cherish the principles of Medical Ethics,which have been so signally illustratedand set forthin the above action of the late annual session of theGeorgia MedicalAssociation; therefore be it
Resolved, That the members of the Fulton CountyMedical Society, in vindication of that professionalcandor, that should characterize those who maintainthe principles of our Ethics; whose motives and ac-

tions have been either misapprehended or misrepre-sented by designing parties, hereby declare that theirsole object has been, and still is, to advance the inter-ests and upholdthe honor and dignity of our nobleprofession.
Resolved, That the Fulton County Medical Societyfully endorses the action of the Georgia Medical As-sociation, recognizing such action as based, withoutpartiality or prejudice, solely upon the Constitution

and Ethics ot the American Medical Association,
which governs its decisions oux-action as a Society,
and as professional gentlemen.

Resolved, That according to the Ethics and late rule-lags of the American Medical Association, and the ac-tion oi the Georgia Medical Association, we cannotrecognize the Atlanta Medical College or its gradu-ates since 1866, and cannot in the future, as regular;
until its Faculty- is admitted to representation in the
Georgia Medical Association.

Resolved, That we can have no professional affilia-
tion with any one who has been expelled from theGeorgia Medical Association, or those who, disre-garding the action of the Association, affiliate with
them.

Resolved, That wo have heard with much gratifica-
tion the report ofDr. Thos. S. Powell, of the actions of
the late annual session of the American Medical As-
sociation ; and we hereby fully endorse that reportand the actions of the Association.

Resolved, That Dr. Powell's report and the proceed-
ings of this meeting, connected with or relating to
the same matters of general interest to the profes-sion, be published.

Ihe report of the Committee was unanimouslyadopted, and on motion, it wasResolved, That Drs. Goldsmith, Roach and Asherbe appointed a Committee to superintend the publi-cation, Ac. W. T. Goldsmith, M. D.
E. J, Roach, M. D,.,
W. C. Asher, M. D.,

Committee.
Note.
Enquiry Las been made whether the effect of therepeal of the Amendment and the action of the Geor-
gia and American Medical Association would renderirregular and deprive of recognition by theProfessionthe students who graduated alter the passage of theAmendment. tVe reply that it does not make irregu-lar those who graduated previous to the timeat whichthe aforesaidAmendment was put into execution, be-cause the Amendment was procured without the con-sent or knowledge ot the Trustees, and was never ac-cepted by them, a condition necessary to its validitybut on the contrary was rejected by the Trustees attheir first meeting after its passage, and because theCollege was conducted under the old rule and govern-
ment of the Board of Trustees, as if there had beenno Amendment. Up to the time in September 1866,when the 1 acuity ot the Collegerejected the authorityof the Trustees, by an injunction and set up for thefirst time for themselves under the Amendment.Therefore the graduates of the College from the pas-sage of tho Amendment in 1858, up to that time in1860are legaland regular, and will be recognized bythe profession unless they choose to disfranchise
themselves by endorsing the manner which the Am-endment wasprocured. The powers it gave to theFaculty and the action of the Faculty under theAmendment or by affiliatingwith those who are dis-franchisedby the said action, and thereby ignoringthe decisions of the Georgia Medical Association andthe rulings of the American Medical Association.
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