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DISCUSSION AND CORRESPONDENCE.
THE INTERNATIONAL CODE OF NOMENCLA-

TURE.
Upon reading the statement that the Third

International Zoological Congress has appointed
an International Commission of five members
to study the different codes of nomenclature
proposed and adopted in various countries, some
zoologists may immediately draw the conclusion
that it is the intention to overturn (or rather to
attempt to overturn!) existing and well estab-
lished practices in nomenclature. One or two
persons with whom I have talked upon the sub-
ject did, in fact, have this impression. In order
to dispel such thoughts from any and all minds
in which they may arise, I desire to state defin-
itely that no such plan was contemplated by
Geheimrath Schulze (Berlin) when he made his
proposition, nor by the Congress when the
proposition was adopted. Furthermore, from
what I know personally of the men on the Com-
mission, it can be positively stated that such an
idea is very far from their thoughts

Every one will admit that there are points in
the International Code upon which differences
of opinion exist; that different interpretations
of the code have been made in various coun-
tries ; that the arrangement of the code has been
criticized in some quarters ; that some of the
translations of the code have not been all that
could he desired in the way of exactness ; and
that in various countries differences of opinion
exist upon some points which are not in-
cluded in the present international code.

The objects Prof. Schulze had in making his
proposition were to submit all of these points to
investigation by an international committee ; to
have an authorized edition of the code in Eng-
lish, French and German ; to add points which
had been omitted ; to better the code where this
can he done ; and to embody the results of this
study in a report to be presented to the next
International Congress.

I would further call attention to the fact that
the report of this commission is not final, but
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is subject to the action of the next International
Congress, to be held in Great Britain in 1898.

A large edition of the International Code has
been issued by the Societe Zoologique de France
for general distribution, and any working zo-
ologist may obtain a copy of it by addressing
the Secretary, Prof. Raphael Blanchard, 32 rue
du Luxembourg, Paris, France.

Should any American zoologist have any sug-
gestions to make in regard to additions, amend-
ments, etc., to this Code I request him to com-
municate with me before September 1,1896.

There are a few points in this Code with
which pei'haps the majority of American zo-
ologists are not in sympathy. ‘ The majority
of American zoologists,’ however, does notmean
‘the majority of the zoologists of the world,’
and while it is beyond question that a view ex-
pressed by the majority of workers in this
country will receive the utmost consideration,
we must not forget that the next International
Congress cannot be expected to repeal the
present International Code and adopt an Ameri-
can, French, German or English Code in its
place, but must stand by international decision
upon all questions in regard to which differ-
ences of opinion exist.

It is my intention to request the National
Academy, The Smithsonian Institution, the So-
ciety of American Naturalists, the American
Ornithologists’ Union, the American Association
for the Advancement of Science and the Royal
Society of Canada, each to appoint one of its
members as a representative upon an Advisory
Committee to which I may submit for approval
or disapproval all of the questions which I in-
tend to support in the meetings of the Interna-
tional Commission, and with which I may advise
regarding concessions to he made or requested
in those points upon which American opinion
differs from the views held in some of the
other countries. It is needless to add that my
vote in the International Commission will be
determined by the action of this Advisory Com-
mittee, should the occasion arise that my per-
sonal opinion upon any particular point differs
from the opinion of the gentlemen appointed
to advise me. Ch. Wardell Stiles,

B. A. 1., U. S. Dept. Argiculture.
Washington, D. C.
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