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Backsliding inScience
By Joshua Lederberg

tion and time-shift) demanding deeper biological studies.
Programs for purer air and
THE UNITED STATES
water can have great beneprofesses to absolute world
fits for public health. Even
leadership in science and
technology and in standards hasty actions may be under- the least scientifically orienttaken at any cost, without ed parts of the space proof living. It is
knowledge grams are bound to have usecollecting
the
no self- criti5
ful technological spillovers
needed for sound policy.
cism to note Science
how urgently
and
Someof my colleagues fear for health. Foreign aid withwe react to
,
that hard-won advances in out intense support of world
.
challenges to
Man
support of basic research and health would be inane.
Indeed, most of our excess
that leaderhigher education
are in
ship.
jeopardy. Stringent .cutbacks infant deaths per annum reIn 1957, Sputnik triggered that I, like others, have al- flect social pathology as
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