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The Cholera, Epidemic of 1873 in the United States of America.
By Joun M. WoobpwortH, M.D., Supervising Surgeon, U. S.

Merchomt Marine Hospital Service.
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THE cholera epidemic of 1873 in the United States of America
presented a great opportunity for adding to our knowledge of
the disease. The area is large, the medical profession is widely
represented over the country, and the people are intelligent,
quite able to observe facts, and to aid materially in their collec-
tion. Such a state of things differs greatly from what we have
to deal with in this country, where there is often but one quali-
fied medical officer among many hundreds of thousands of the
population, where the people through ignorance or apathy con-
cern themselves but little with what is going on, and where
there is more or less unwillingness to tell what they know, lest
it should, in some mysterious way, be afterwards turned to their
disadvantage. The eircumstances in the States were thus pecu-
liarly favorable for an extended and thorough enquiry. The
matter moreover was taken up by Congress, the assistance of the
Surgeon-General of the army was called in, and from numerous
civil practitioners also aid was obtained. The whole result is
given in the volume of more than 1,000 pages which is before us.
The work consists of several sections by different authors. The
first is entitled “ The Introduction of Epidemic Cholera into the
United States through the agency of the mercantile marine with
suggestions of measures of prevention;” then follow chapters
on the clinical history, the etiology, the prevention of
cholera and on the origin of the epidemic, with narra-
tives of the cholera in different States and in the army. Next
comes a history of the Travels of Asiatic Cholera in Asia and
Europe, by John C. Peters, M.D., of New York City, and, lastly,
there is a section devoted to the bibliography of cholera. It

would be impossible to discuss all these points in the present
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