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ASTATC CH()LERA IN ITS RELATIONS TO SANITARY
REFORMS.

By William H. Welch, M. D.,

Professor of Pathology, Johns Hopkins University.

INCE the appearance of Asiatic
cholera in Europe last summer,
and especially since its arrival

in the harbor of New York last autumn,
and its persistence in Europe during the
winter, an unusual degree of public in-
terest in sanitary matters has been
awakened throughout this country. This
is due mainly to the popular apprehen-
sion lest this most dreaded of epidemic
diseases should gain a foot-hold in this
country during the coming summer and
autumn,

Unwonted attention is given to public
health administration. The national
government provides additional legisla-
tion regarding quarantine. There is a
general cry for cleaner streets, removal
of public nuisances, and more efficient
sanitary inspection. The character of
the water supply is scrutinized. Meas-
ures, often more vigorous than wise, are
taken to remedy sanitary defects of long
growth. Hospitals for infectious dis-
eases and modern disinfecting plants
are demanded. Committees and con-
ferences of citizens and of various civic
organizations are formed.
and newspapers are lending their aid,
often most efficiently, toward education
of the public and measures for improved
sanitation. The public is readier to
listen than at ordinary times.

Magazines

A similar awakening of public interest
in sanitation has attended the approach
of cholera in the past. However near
or remote one may consider a visitation
of cholera, whether or not one may ap-
prove of much which is written on this
subject at present, and of some of the
measures urged for the prevention of
this disease, anyone interested in sani-
tary improvements must welcome the
increased attention given to this subject
and the larger opportunity to secure
some permanent additions to our sani-
tary resources. This feeling may be
tempered by the fear that now as in the
pastexcitement and sudden emergencies
may lead to hasty and inconsiderate
measures and foolish and wasteful ex-
penditure of money, but this makes it
all the more desirable to take advantage
of the opportnnity and to try to direct
thought and action into the right chan-
nels.

In this way surely some good can be
done. Knowledge of the simpler princi-
ples of hygiene can be more widely dif-
fused among the people. The sanitary
sense, even of the more enlightened,
can be further cultivated. The inhabi-
tants of cities may be led to take some
active personal interest in the sanitary
condition of their towns. .Sanitary de-
fects can be brought into clearer light
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