





REMARKS ON HOG CHOLERA AND SWINE PLAGUE.

By WILLIAM H. WELCH, M.D.,

PROFESSOR OF PATHOLOGY, JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY,
AND

A.W. CLEMENT, V.S.

(From the Pathological Laboratory of the Johns Hopkins University.)

OuRr observations of hog cholera and swine plague relate mostly
to these diseases as they have occurred in Maryland, particularly in
the vicinity of Baltimore, since the year 1887, although we have ex-
amined cases, specimens, and cultures, also, from various other parts
of the country. Our work on this subject began soon after the publi-
ation of the discovery of the germs of hog cholera and of swine
plague by Salmon and Theobald Smith, and has been carried on in-
dependently of that of the Bureau of Animal Industry. Although
the publications of this Bureau have, to a large extent, anticipated
the publication of our results, nevertheless the conclusions and the
manner of their presentation by the Bureau of Animal Industry have
been subjected to so much hostile criticism (most of it, in our opinion,
uncalled for and unjust), and there has ensued so much confusion as
to this whole subject, that it seems important to present additional
and independent observations of these epizootic diseases of swine in
this country.

Our results are in large measure confirmatory of those reached by
the Washington Bureau. As will appear from this paper, there are,
however, some points as to which we have arrived at different con-
clusions from those of the Bureau, and we believe that we have added
some new facts of importance. We also claim to have placed upon
a firmer basis, by the observance of stricter precautions in guarding
against possible error, some of the conclusions reached by the Bureau
upon what we regard as insufficient evidence.

Our studies have extended over several years, and have been made
upon more than twenty herds of swine in different epizootics. On

1 Read October 20, 1893, at the First International Veterinary Congress of America, held in
Chicago, Il1., October 16th to 20th inclusive, 1893.
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